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Fly  at  Fairford,  43  ;    A  November 

Day  on  the  Wylj-e,  411 
"  J.  W.  P." — Char  Fishing  at  Llan- 

beris,-  293,  307 
Japanese  Fisheries,  99 
Jardine,  A. — Sport  with  the  Pike  at 

Christmas,  426 
Jottings  by  the  Way,  Weekly 
Jottings,  More,  211 
Kamboja.  a  Great  Lake  in,  25 
Keeping  Fish  Alive,  453 
"  Keith." — A  Holidaj'  on  the  Deveron, 

174 

Kennedy,  W.  R. — A  Mysterious  Lake, 
225 

King's  Fleet,  The,  154 

Ladies  of  the  Angle,  448 
Ladj-fish,  The,  244 

Laing,  R.    B. — Loch  Leven  Manager 

Honoured,  466 
Launce  or  Sand  Eel  in  Salmon,  116 
Laws  of  Angling  Lead  to  Wrangling, 

UnwTitten,  127 
Lea  Reaching,  Concerning,  290 
Leeds  Anglers  at  Dinner,  420 
Legal  and  Illegal  Lures,  365 
Legard,    D. — Salmon   and   Trout  in 

Iceland,  344 
"  Lichen  Grey.— Tlie  Ewe,  68  ;  Fishing 

All  Night,  346  ;  Bobbing  for  Trout, 

401 

Li^ge  Exhibition,  340 

Loch  Laggan,  152 

Loch  Leven,  Annual  Report,  317 

Close  of  Season  on,  205 

Fly  Fishing  for  Salmon,  81 

Manager  Honoured,  466 
Loire  as  a  Salmon  River,  255 
Loss  of  Fish  from  Drought,  98 
Lucerne,  103,  170 

"  M." — Pastes  and  Paste  Fishing,  60  ; 
Reaching  Tips,  138  ;  Potato  as  Bait, 
227  ;  Enfield  Lock  to  King's  Weir, 
326; 

Mtickay,  G.  M. — Trouting  in  July  on 
the  Don,  61  ;  A  July  Salmon  on  the 
Dee,  83  ;  Sea-Trout  Angling  Rights, 
134  ;  The  Netter's  Tribute  to  Salmo 
Salar,  153  ;  Autumn  Prospects  in  the 
North,  172  ;  Some  Sea  Angling  Baits, 
242  ;  Close  of  Scotch  Angling  Season, 
291  ;  Legal  and  Illegal  Lures,  365  ; 
A  Successful  Spawning  Seasoft,  443 ; 
Salmon  Angling  Rentals,  465 
Mammoth  Cave  Fish  at  New  York,  420 
Marking  Smolts  :  Walton's  Method,  151 
.Marston,  E. — How  Hiawatha  Slew  the 

"  King  of  Fishes,"  427 
Marston,  R.  B.  (Editor  Fishing  Gazette) 
— Occasional  Notes,   q.v.    (see  also 
"  R.  B.  M."),  An  American  Protest 
Against  Unfair  Tackle,  24 
May  Fly  Fishing,  Mill  Dam,  19 
Medicine  Chest  in  Your  Pocket-Book,  A, 
137 

"  Midlander." — Patrick  Stream,  84 
Mirmow  Fishing  in  its  Relation  to  Fly 

Fishing,  153 
Missing  Bites  and  Runs,  On,  19 
-Moray  Firth,  Close  Time  on  the,  441 
.Mortality  Among  Fry,  115 
Mosquitoes,  How  to  Act  in  the  Presence 

of  Black  Flies  and,  357 
Motor  Boat  for  Anglere,  A  £30,  477 


Mullet,  Record  Catch  of,  138 
Mysterious  Lake,  A,  225 
Nelson,  255 

Neptune  Club,  Proposed  New,  410 
Nest  Building  Fish,  An  Indian,  39 
Netter's  Tribute  to  Salmo  Salar,  153 
Netting,  Action  to  Prevent  Over-,  240 
Newfoundland  Fishing,  42,  289,  393 
Newfoundland  Salmon  Ladders,  81 
Nidd,  A  Day's  Fishing  on  the,  191 
Norway,  Note  from,  1 
Norway,  The  Season  in,  115,  462 
Norwegian  Fishing  Prospects,  20 
Note  from  "  Benwyan,"  A,  97 

Mr.  Pine,  A,  97 
Notes  from  the  North,  Weekly 
November  Day  on  the  Wylye,  A,  41 1 
November  Roach,  376 
Novice  to  Novices,  From  a,  116 
Obituary  : — • 

Armstrong,  The  late  Mr.  A.  E.,  5 
Beechey,  The  late  Canon  St.  Vincent, 

223,  240,  273 
Dashwood,  The  late  General,  115 
Harris,  The  late  Mr.  W.  C,  25 
Mackay,  The  late  Mr.  Donald,  453 
Mear,  The  late  Mr.  Harry,  207 
Metcalfe,  The  late  Mr.  Walter,  289 
Pigou,  The  late  Mr.  F.,  376 
Roberts,  The  late  Mr.  Sam.,  127 
Rogan,  The  late  Mr.  Michael,  256 
Rooper,  The  late  Mr.  G.,  459 
Smith,  The  late  Mr.  Andrew,  207,  224 
Occasional  Notes,  1,  19,  39,  81,  97,  115, 
133,  149,  151,  169,  189,  207,  223,  239, 
255,  273,  289,  305,  321,  339,  357,  375, 
393,  441,  477 
"  Old  Angler."— Pond  Fishing,  400,  434 
"  Old  Lea  Angler." — Concerning  Lea 

Reaching,  290 
"  Old'Roacher." — The  Winter  Roacher, 

431  ;  How  Experts  DifiEer,  466 
"  Olivia  Dunn." — The  River  Findhorn, 
341 

"  One  Who  was  There." — Ardara  in 
August.  192 

Opening  Day,  An,  310 

Otago  Acclimatisation  Society,  The,  135 

Otter  at  Home,  The,  398 

Otter,  Habits  of  the,  201 

"  Ownwee." — Salmon  Fishing  on  Gal- 
way River,  244,  258  ;  Sea-Fishing  in 
Ireland,  363,  400. 

Pabasite  Kills  Fish,  274 
"Parting  Guest,  The,"  480 
Pastes  and  Paste  Fishing,  60 
Patent  Brake  and  Line  Guard,  Heane's, 
481 

Patents,  Piscatorial,  12,  55,  109,  391 
Patemo-ster,  With  the,  447 
Patrick  Stream,  84 

Payton,  C.  A.— Days  of  Small  Things,  0 
Perch  Fishing,  Where  to  Go  for  Pike 
and, 381 

Perch  with  the  Fly,  Great  Take  of,  98 
Perkin,  F.  S. — Crossing  Bristol  Channel 

with  Trout  Fry,  363 
"  Pheasant  Tail." — An  Opening  Day, 

310 

Piers,  Some  Anglers',  117 
Pike  and  Pain,  97  ;  And  Perch  Fishing, 
381;  Attacks  a  Boy,  2;  Christmas 
Sport  with,  426,  434 ;. Fishing,  Two 
Curious  Occurrences,  260  ;  For  Sale, 
375;  Lincolnshire,  86 
Platts,  W.  Carter.— Bustard  Fishing,  22 
Poetry  : — Autumn   Morning's  Catch, 
An,  361 ;  Fisherman,  The,  382  :  Manx 
Boy's  Lament,  A,  225  ;  Monarch  of 
the  Mere,  411  ;  Pike,  104 ;  Polyolbion, 
170;  "  Sua  Cuique  Voluptas,'"  289 
Poisoning  in  Derby.shire,  Fish,  274,  282 
Pollution  Case,  The  Norton  Fishery,  47 1 
Pond  Fishing,  400,  434 
Provincial  Angling  Notes,  Weekly 
Prowse,   D.   W. — Salmon  Fishing  in 

Newfoundland  in  1905,  362 
Purification  of  River  Water,  81,  85 
"  R.  B.  M." — Salmon  in  and  for  the 
Thames,  7  ;  Brown  Trout  Caught  in 
New  Zealand,  61  ;  The  Gravity 
Spinning  Bait,  98  ;  The  Naval,  Ship- 
ping, and  Fisheries  Exhibition,  102  ; 
An  Ideal  Fishing  Resort  far  Sale, 
102  ;  Review  of  "  Roach,  Rudd,  and 
Bream  Fishing,"  119;  A  Medi-jino 
Chest  in  Your  Pocket  Book,  137  ; 
The  "  W.H.V."  Waterproofing,  211  ; 
Injury  to  Fishing  from  Motor 
Launches,  224  ;  The  Late  Canon  St. 
Vincent  Beechey,  240 ;  A  Grand 
Char    from    Lake    Bourget,    241  ; 


Fli4s,i(bolourod  Representations  of ,  110 
"  -i,  How  to  Tie,  see  Flies,  etc. 


,  GAri«iyay,  A  Prolific;  39 
'  fl^n/imA'Vui/  the  Thames,  7 
In  Norway,  7 
Jumping  into  Boats,  39 
Ladders  in  Newfoundland,  81 
Large,  40,  351 
Large  Scots,  of  1905,  432 
Law,  the  Now  Norwegian,  193 
Marked,  Capture  of  a,  81,  97 
Measiirements,  81 

Netting  in  the  Solway,  Close  of,  217 
Norway,  Mr.  Sturdy's  57ilb.,  67,  83 
On  tho  Dee,  A  July,  83 
Or  Trout  Must  Go,  Which  ■'.  189 
Pool,  Dynamiting  a,  03 
Prosecution  at  Whitby,  35,  93 
River,  Ruin  of  a  French,  255 
Sport  with.  Good,  273 
Taken  at  Gf)swick,  Twenty  Tons,  173 
Wealth  of,  175 
Scilly,  A  Fishing  Holiday  in,  379 
Scotch  Angling  Season,  Close  of,  291 
Scotland,  Close  of  Angling  in  the  South 
of,  387 

Scraps  from  the  Days  of  Old,  59 
Sea  Anglers,  National  Council  of,  189 
Sea  Angling  on  Loch  Broom,  399 
Sea  Angling  at  Yarmouth,  223,  282 
Sea  Angling  in  a  Fog,  475 
Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association, 

National,  277,  298 
Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  Farce  of 

the,  223 

Sea  Fisherman,  The,  380,  396,  414,  440, 

460,  481 
Sea  Fishing  at  Lowestoft,  326 
Sea  Fishing  in  Ireland,  303,  400 
Sea-Trout  in  America,  Our,  1 69 
Seeds,  First-Class,  239 
Sentimental  Journey.  A,  343 
Shepherd's  Angling  Exploits,  The,  365 
Sheringham,    Mr.,    The    New  York 

Nation  on,  104 
Shooting  the  Line,  etc.,  340 
Short  Rising  Fish,  Mechanism  of,  97 
Silkworm  Gut,  Unbleached,  477 
Simms,  G.  E. — The  Reappearance  of 

the  Crayfish  and  Its  Use  as  Bait,  276 
Size  Limit  in  Trout  Streams,  To  Do 

Away  with,  339,  343 
"  Skippers "   and    Weed-Cutter,  Mr. 

Wadham's.  115 
Something  Like  Sport,  357 
Spawning  Season,  A  Successful,  443 
"  Spectator,  '  The. — In  Praise  of  Eyed 

Hooks,  20 
Spev,  in  1864,  126;  Casting,  1 ;  FLshery 

Board,  317 
Speyside,  86 

Spinning  from  the  Reel,  45 
Sport  and  Scenery  in  South  Africa,  306 
Sport  at  Christmas,  431 
Stalham  and  Barton  Broad,  258 
Stanley,  R. — A  Sentimental  Journev, 
343 

Stembras,  A  691b.  South  African,  431 
Strange  Fish  Caught  in  the  Stour,  364 
Stret-Pegging,  250 

"  Stroke."— Fishing  for  Fly  Fish,  291 
Suggestion,  A,  223 

Surgery  and  Treatment  of  Fish,  etc.,  73. 
93 

Sutherland  in  the  Seventies,  261 
Switzerland,  Fishing  in,  207 
"  T.  J.  P."— Trout  Fishing  in  Cornwall, 
240 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  1,  40,  43, 

81,  98,  116,  117,  121,  170,  189,  209, 

223,  227,  243,  255,  339.  377,  393, 

411,  429,  449,  460 
Tampico,  Tarpon  Fishing  at,  7 
Tarpon  Fishing,  7,  151,  245 
Tarpon,  Jamaica,  400 
Tasmania,  Fish  and  Fishing  in,  353 
Taylor,  J.  P. — Some  Incidents  of  the 

Trout  Season,  259 
Tcherkassov,  Baron  Paul. — The  Use  of 

the  Crayfish  as  a  Bait,  327 
Tent,  Suspended  Bed,  357 
Testimonial,  An  Unsolicited,  84 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Societj', 

Origin  of  the,  156 
Thames  as  a  Salmon  River,  43,  85 
Thames,  Sport  on  the,  239 
Thelemarken,  In,  120 
Tibbie's  Cottage  at  St.  Mary's  Loch,  395 
Tod,  E.  M. — Mirmow  Fishing  in  Its 

Relation    to    Fly    Fishing,    153  ; 

Andrew  Smith,  W.S.,  224  ;  Grayling 

in  Scotland,  424  ;   All  of  Fishing  is 

Not  the  Fish,  442 
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Towse,  Testimonial  to  Mr.,  189,  32Ii  327 
Tremendous  Rise  of  Fish,  255  ,  ( %  ^ 
"TrentOtter,The."— Novembeu^bach, 

376  \  ■•  ■      ■  ' 

Trout  and  Truth  in  a  Well,'  175  \  ^ 

Bobbing  for,  401  • 

Eggs,  Safe  Arrival  of  First  Lot  in 
Australia.  453 

Eggs  from  New  Zealand,  81,  133, 151, 
160,  207,  255,  289 

Feeding  Experiments,  321 

Fishing  in  Cornwall,  240 

Fishing  in  North  Wales,  Sea,  189,  421 

Fishing  Season.  Thames,  209 

Flies, Coloured  Representations  of ,  1 1 6 

Four  On  at  Onco,  98 

Foxing  A,  267 

From  the  Windrush,  135 

In  India,  116 

In  the  Almond,  255 

Lake,  A  Grand,  151 

Large  Scots— of  1905,  432 

New  Zealand,  for  England  ;  and  Vice 
Versd,  289 


JC(X  Salmon  Must  Oo,  Which  ?  189 
'.^Prospects  on  the  Bann,  151 
(Rainbow,  Spawning  Time  of,  116,  339 
'Rainbow,  Sport  with,  239 
Sea,  Afternoon's  Sport  with,  133 
Sea,  Angling  Riglits,  134 
Sea,  A  Month  with,  324,  342 
Sea,  Night  Fishing  for,  154 
Sea — Salmon  ?  Are,  317 
Season,  Incidents  of  the,  259 
White,  in  Donegal,  239 
Trouting  in  .July  on  the  Don,  61 
Trouting  on  the  Teme,  62 
Tuna,  Ten-Mile  Fight  with  a,  294,  307 
Turtle  Culture  in  .Tapan,  98,  217,  394 

Unfair  Tackle,  116;    An  American 

Protest.  24 
Upstream  Worm,  and  Other  Troubles, 

That,  136 

"  Val  Conson."  —  In  Default  of  a  Rise, 
99  ;  More  Jottings,  211;  Reflections 
on  Fly  Casting  Scores  at  Chicago,  227 


Vancouver,  Fine  Sport  at,  363 
Venice,  Fishing  Near,  6 


"  W.  J.  C.  J." — A  Manx  Boy's  Lament, 
225 

"  W.  J.  T."— A  Good  Basket  from  the 

Windrush,  135 
Walsh,  M.D.,  David. — How  to  Sterilise 

Thames    Drinking    Water    by  the 

Salvator  Process,  85 
"  V\'anderer."  —  Tarpon    Fishing  at 

Tampico,  7 
Wandle,  A  Ramble  on  the,  430 
Wasp  Grubs,  Fishing  witli,  100 
Waterproofing.  The  "  W.  H.  V.,'  211 
Weed-Cutter,  1 1 5 
Welsh  Harp  Fishery,  Tlio,  339 
Wensleydale,  In,  2 

Wostmea.th  Lakes  and  Rivers  Preser- 
vation Society,  321,  335 

Weymouth,  Fishing  in  the  Backwater 
at,  227  ;  Sea  Fisliing  Festi\-al,  OS. 
129 


Whitby  Salmon  Fishery  Prosecution,  93 
Whitebait  from  Lake  Peipus,  43 
Whiting  Eat  Soles,  223 
Whitsuntide  Experience,  A,  24,  63 
Wilcocks,  The  late  Mr.  .1.  C. — Reprint 

of  "  The  Sea-Fisherman,"  q.v. 
"  Wild  Turkey's  "  Explanation,  133 
Winter  Roadier,  The,  431 
Wisliing  Me  .Toy  of  My  Bargain,  305 
Wolfs  Tarn.  The,  412 
Woman  in  Waders,  A,  413 
Worm  and  Minnow,  With,  24,  63 
Worm,  History  of  the  Angle-Worm,  .309 
Wycombe  Trout  Stream,  The  Poor,  340 


"  X.  S.  R." — Spinning  from  the  Reel,  45 


Yorkshire  Angler's  Tornb,  A,  73 
Yorkshire  Esk  "  Fixed  Engines  "  Case, 
21,  42 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Alg^  Nuisance,  The,  165 
American  v.  British  Rods,  272,  337 
Armstrong,  the  late  Mr.  A.  E.,  Appeal 

for  the  M'^idow  and  Children  of,  113, 

168,  222,  238 

Bait  Casting,  American  Style,  168 
Bait  Preserving,  96,  476 
Baiting  Stewart  Tackles,  337,  373,  392, 
440 

Bass  Fishing  at  Newhaven,  238 
Bass  in  Thames,  150 
Beechey,  Canon  St.  Vincent,  271 
"  Bite-Not,"  132,  149 
Big  Eel  and  Big  Trout,  490 
Blind  Fish  Rising  at  Fly,  338 
Blow  Flies,  338 

Boat  Builders'  Addresses  Wanted,  96 
Bostonian  Angling  Society,  288 
Burrows,  Mr.  John,  Appeal  for,  272 

Cabbach,  The,  77,  114 

Camping  out  in  Scotland,  80 

Carlisle  Angling  Association,  A  Sug- 
gestion, 410,  440 

Carp  Fishing  Good,  96 

Carp-Bream  Wanted  for  Stocking,  458 

Casts  of  Fish,  Plaster,  114 

Celluloid  not  Affected  by  Paraffin,  38 

Chairman's  Voting  Power,  A,  373,  410 

Chicago  Tournament  Fly  -  Casting 
Scores,  253,  271,  287,  304,  319 

Chichester  Canal,  Pollution  of,  238 

Chub  Fishing,  38 

Chub  taking  Live.  Bait,  238,  272 

Close  Time  for  Coarse  Fish  in  France, 
167,  238 

Coarse  Fish  for  Stocking  Purposes,  410 
Coarse  Fishing  near  the  Sea,  17,  38 
Companion  Wanted,  18 
Correction,  A,  168,  440 

Dace,  a  Good  Take,  of  222 

Dart,  A  Note  from  the,  18,  38,  58 

Deterioration  of  Fly  Fishing,  etc.,  114 

Dressings  for  Lines,  458,  476 

Dressings  Wanted,  37 

Dogfish  Question.  The,  392 

Donegal,  Disenchanting,  205,  237,  287 

Eden,  The,  18,  188,  206,  392 
Employment    in   New   Zealand  and 

Canada,  458 
Ethics  of  Fishing,  114 

Fish  Culturists  and  Others,  To,  374 
Fish  Killed  in  Edinburgh,   304;  In 

Matlock  Dale,  254 
Fish-Passes,  131 

Fish  Takes  Two  Artificial  Flies,  149 

Fish  that  Leap,  37,  58 

Fisheries  Exhibition  at  Earl's  Court,  319 

Fisherman,  An  Old,  272 

Fishing  at,  in,  or  near  : — Abingdon, 

.58  ;  Ardara,  149,  165,  187,  221,  237  ; 

Ardennes,  114,  222;   August,  392; 

Avon,  80 ;    Barnstaple,  338,    355  ; 

Basutoland,   303  ;    Blandford,  96, 

132;    Brighton,  38;    Broads,  132; 

Brue,  17;   Brussels,  222;  Calgary, 


80,  96;    Canada,  80,  96;  Carlisle, 
206  ;  Ceylon,  373  ;  ChalfontSt.  Giles, 
38  ;  Chester,  18,  38;  ColwynBay,  58, 
167  ;  Cornwall,  18  ;  Cranleigh,  222  ; 
Crawford,  38  ;   Croydon,  80  ;  Cum- 
berland, 37,  132  ;    Dee,  96  ;  Der- 
went,  80  ;  Donegal,  254.  287  ;  Dor- 
set, 254,  272  ;  Dungloe,  222  ;  Elles- 
mere,     253,     288  ;      Elstree,     18  ; 
Elvanfoot,    38;     Exmouth,  114; 
Filey,  458;   France,  114;  Glouces- 
tershire,    150  ;      Gorleston,     254  ; 
Harrietsham,    168  ;  Herefordshire, 
132  ;  Highbridge,  17  ;  Iceland,  392  ; 
Ilfracombe,  17,  57  ;   Ingleton,  168  ; 
Innerleithen,    238  ;     Inverness,  38, 
58  ;    Ireland,   254,    272 ;     Isle  of 
Man,   58  ;    Jamaica,  1 67  ;  Liddle, 
17;    Llandovery,    168;  Llandrin- 
dod,    80;     London,    18;  Lowes- 
toft, 222  ;  Margate,  114;  Mediter- 
ranean, 392,  440  ;    Milford  Haven, 
96,    114;    Mullingar,    272;  New- 
foundland, 458  ;    Newhaven,  238 
Newtownstewart,  80  ;  Norway,  77 
Norwich,    410  ;     November,  168 
Orpington,  96  ;   Ourthe,   167,  188 
Ouse,  272,  288  ;  Penzance,  38  ;  Port 
Patrick.  132  ;   Regent's  Park,  320 
Richmond,  37  ;  Roding,  458  ;  Rows- 
ley,  80,  114  ;  SciUy  Islands,  96,  114 
Scotland,  18,  38;  Seaton,  77,  114 
Seascale,  37,  58,  80,  150  ;  Septem- 
ber, 96,  150,  167  ;  Sevenoaks,  410 
Shipston-on-Stour,    17  ;  Somerset 
17.   37,   272  ;    South  Coast,  238 
Switzerland,  17  ;    Tan-y-Llyn,  96 
Teddington,  168;  Torquay,  80,  96 
Tunbridge,      17  ;      Vyrnwy,  96 
Wateringburv,    18;    West  Indies, 
440  ;     Weymouth,    254  ;  Wheat- 
hampstead,  80  :  Whichford  Mill,  17, 
37,  96,  167  :  Whitby,  96  ;  Worces- 
tershire,  150  ;   Wroxham,  37,  58  ; 
Wye,  410,  458  ;  Yarmouth,  440. 
Flies,  Recovery  of,  254,  272,  288 
Size  of  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout,  79 
Butcher,  79 

"  Spent  Wickhams  "  and  Other,  17, 
37 

Fly  Fishing,  Novel  Experience  in,  79 

Trout  in  a  Reservoir  and,  392 
Fly  Only,  Why  Should  it  be,  149 

Goldfish  in  Small  Pond,  Diseased,  96 
Good  Fishing,  96 
Grayling  Culture,  374 

In  Scotland,  410,  440,  457,  476 

In  Swaledale,  476 

In  the  Trent,  287,  320 
Greek  Fly  Fishers,  Those,  320 
Grey  Mullet  be  Caught  ?  Can,  490 
Gum  of  Ivy,  458,  490 

Hair  v.  Gut,  17,  .55,  80 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Note  from  Norway. 

Writing  from  Bolstadoren,  Norway,  on  June  22, 
Mr.  Edward  Sturdy,  referring  to  the  Evanger  River, 
sends  me  the  following  interesting  notes: — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  run  of  salmon  in 
this  river  is  the  very  earliest  I  have  experienced, 
though  this  is  my  thirtieth  year  on  it.  At  the 
time  of  my  first  appearance  here  the  gillies  held 
that  .June  10  was  as  early  as  fish  would  be  found, 
and  experience  has  proved  this  to  be  fairly  near, 
say  within  a  week  either  way. 

"  Now  this  season,  on  June  2,  my  first  day  I  got 
a  fish  of  261b.,  sooty  on  the  gill  covers  and  coppery 
on  the  sides,  as  if  he  had  been  a  fortnight  in  fresh 
water,  and  my  second  was  little  different.  The 
second  run,  that  of  smaller  fish,  seems  equally 
early.  Usually  throughout  this  month  our  average 
■weight  has  been  about  261b.,  and  was  one  season 
291b.  This  season,  on  my  upper  wafer,  fish  of 
131b.  and  141b.  were  taken  on  June  11  and  12,  and 
three  I  got  here  yesterday  did  not  quite  average 
'171b.,  while  two  we  saw  leap  seemed  smaller,  one 
looking  only  grilse  size.  A  grilse  was  reported  as 
having  been  caught  in  a  neighbouring  river  on 
June  20.  Similar  accounts  of  an  unusually  early 
run  in  some  of  the  smaller  rivers,  about  fifty  miles 
north  of  thi.o,  have  reached  me. 

"  The  fish  are  in  good  condition,  somewhat 
better  than  last  year,  the  females  being  about  up 
to  your  scale — one  of  291b.,  which  measured  .39|in., 
was  even  some  eleven  per  cent,  above  it.  A  male 
just  over  41  lb.,  caught  by  my  wife,  measured 
46in.,  and  was  thus  just  up  to  standard,  which  our 
big  males  rarely  are.  That  sent  you,  for  instance, 
measured  48 in.,  and  was  thus  circa  seven  per 

nt.  under. 

"With  mild  weather  and  southerly  winds,  the 
river  has  been  in  high  flood  ever  since  we  got  out, 
and  even  before,  which  seems  enabling  a  goodly 
number  of  fish  to  get  past  the  nets,  making  the 
outlook  for  the  immediate  future  very  good  indeed, 
whatever  it  may  be  for  later  on. 

"This  coinciding  of  an  early  heavy  flood  with  an 
early  run  of  fijrh  lends  support  to  a  very  favourite 
theory  of  mine,  that  fish  ripe  for  running  take  the 


fiiist  fresh  water  they  find,  and  follow  it  upward  in 
a  sleuthhound  fashion,  though  inversely,  past  mid- 
fjords  or  bays  or  points,  in  fact  wherever  it  runs. 
If  this  theory  be  correct,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
greater  the  supply  of  fresh  water  is  the  further  it 
will  go  seaward,  the  sooner  it  will  reach  fish,  and 
the  greater  number  it  will  influence.  —  Yours 
sincerely,  "Edward  Sturdy." 

I  used  to  think  that  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  get  fresh  salmon  in  good  condition  from 
Norway,  but  the  other  day  Mr.  Sturdy  sent  me  a 
grand  fish  of  441b.,  which  arrived  in  London  in 
perfect  condition.  There  is  all  the  difference  in 
the  world  between  frozen  fish  and  fish  which  has 
been  kept,  as  this  had  evidently  been,  at  a  little 
above  freezing  point  in  the  ship's  cold  chamber. 
This  plan  does  not  ruin  the  flavour  of  the  fish  as 
freezing  does.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  salmon 
are  sensible  of  fresh  water  coming  into  the  sea  at 
long  distances  out  at  sea,  and  the  greater  the 
volume  of  fresh  water  the  wider  will  its  influence 
be  felt  by  them.  The  increased  run  of  salmon  in 
so  many  of  our  rivers  in  1903  was  due  solely  to  the 
heavy  rains  of  that  year,  permitting  so  many  more 
fish  to  get  past  the  nets  which  are  so  foolishly 
allowed  to  block  the  estuaries  of  so  many  salmon 
rivers  in  ordinary  seasons. 


"  Rubber  Tape  "  for  Splicing  Rods. 

Messrs.  Enright's  inquiry,  which  I  published  last 
week,  about  "  Rubber  Tape  "•  for  splicing  rods 
brought  several  replies.  The  name  they  gave  me 
put  me  ofl:  the  scent,  as  I  had  in  mind  some  sort  of 
strong  elastic  band.  Several  samples  have  been 
sent  to  me,  and  I  find  that  what  is  meant  is  the 
excellent  splicing  tape  with  some  rubber  or  similar 
solution  on  it  which  makes  it  "  tacky,"  brought 
out  first,  I  bel'eve,  by  Messrs.  Farlow  &  Co., 
191,  Strand,  London.  I  remember  speaking  highly 
of  them  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  three  or  four  years 
ago.    But  they  are  not  rubber  and  not  elastic. 

An  angling  friend,  who  fishes  almost  exclusively 
with  a  spliced  rod  for  salmon,  who  saw  the  query 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  wrote  to  me  as  follows: — 

"  You  ask  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  '  Are  rubber 
splicing  tapes,  for  splice  rods  any  use  ? '  I  should 
think  they  were !  They  are  not  made  of  rubber, 
nor  should  I  look  for  them  at  a  rubber  shop.  They 
are  strong  tape,  soaked  in  some  solution  of  rubber. 
Farlow  sells  them.  They  are  simply  invaluable 
for  those  who,  like  myself,  prefer  a  spliced  rod. 
Ere  they  were  invented  it  took  me  an  hour's  hard 
work  to  put  my  rod  together,  and  100  yards  of 
shoemaker's  twine  (12  yards,  sixfold,  for  the  larger, 
and  7  yards,  fourfold,  for  the  smaller  splice).  It 
now  takes  a  quarter  of  an  hour !  I  then  varnish 
it,  and  generally  this  stands  the  whole  season. 
I  enclose  you  three  samples,  two  are  excellent,  of 
two  sizes.  The  third  sent  was  also  Farlow's,  but 
it  is  worthless,  and  I  send  it  that  you  may  know 
what  to  avoid.    It  is  perfectly  rotten." 

I  am  much  obliged  to  correspondents  who  have 
kindly  answered  my  query.  As  already  explained, 
I  know  the  tape  referred  to,  and  have  found  that 
it  answers  admirably  provided  a  strong  and  durable 
tape  has  been  coated.  I  say  this  because  I  also 
found  when  trying  one  piece  that  either  the  solution 
had  been  poured  on  boiling  and  ruined  the  tape 
in  all  but  appearance,  or  else  it  was  rotten  to 
begin  with,  as  it  would  not  stand  merely  a  good 
steady  pull.  Other  pieces  were  unbreakable.  As 
I  called  Messrs.  Farlow's  attention  some  time  ago 
to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  tapes  were  very  good 
and  some  worse  than  no  good,  I  have  no  doubt 
they  have  looked  into  the  matter. 

Since  writing  this  I  have  seen  Messrs.  Farlow, 
and  they  tell  me  that  they  found  it  was  a  mistake 
to  coat  sheets  with  the  material  and  then  cut  it 
into  slips,  as  there  is  no  selvage ;  so  now  they  use  a 
tape  with  selvage  which  is  perfectly  sound  and 
strong.  In  the  Grant  Vibration  rod  there  is  a 
knob  at  end  of  each  splice,  which  is  also  made  in  a 
special  way,  and  I  have  seen  Mr.  Grant  splice  his 
rod  together  perfectly  with  a  square  leather  shoe- 
lace in  about  two  minutes. 


Hackles  Instead  of  Points  for  "Spent" 
Small  Flies, 

A  very  good  fly-fisher  and  fly-dresser  called  on 
me  the  other  day  and  gave  me  some  imitation 
spent  Olive  Duns,  in  which  he  has  used  hackles 
instead  of  points  to  represent  the  flat  wings.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  the  hackle,  projecting  like  a  fan 


on  eact  ^ide,  would  have  all  the  appearance  of  a 
wing,  would  kill /as  well,  an^  would  last  a  very  great 
deal  longer  than  the  delicate  points  used  for  duns. 


Mr.  Dodds'  Preparations  for  Making  Flies  Float. 

Mr.  William  Dodds,  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer,  of  7, 
Eastgate,  Peebles,  sends  me  a  bottle  of  his 
"  Floatane,"  for  which  he  claims  all  kinds  of 
advantages  over  ordinary  paraffin  or  other  things 
hitherto  used.  He  says  that  the  following  objec- 
tions apply  to  these  things :  — 

"  Immediately  the  fly  alights  on  the  water  a  skim 
of  oil  spreads  over  the  surface,  this  undoubtedly 
frightens  shy  trout.  Being  a  liquid  dressing  it 
washes  off  completely  after  being  used  for  .some 
time,  thereby  necessitating  a  farther  application. 
It  also  discolours  and  darkens  the  fly  very  much." 

He  then  says : — 

"♦Floatane'  completely  does  away  with  these 
objections.  Being  a  solid  dressing  it  deposits  no 
skim  on  the  water.  It  dries  more  quickly,  which 
does  away  with  the  labour  of  flicking  or  false 
casting  to  dry  the  fly.  It  does  not  wash  off,  while 
discoloration  of  the  fly  is  infinitesimal." 

Without  endorsing  all  that  Mr.  Dodds  says,  I 
must  admit  that  his  "  Floatane  "  seems  to  answer 
very  well.  It  appears  to  be  some  transparent 
waterproof  substance  held  in  solution  in  benzine — 
the  latter  evaporates,  and  leaves  the  other  stuff  on 
the  fly.  It  is  very  clean,  has  but  little  odour,  and 
does  not  discolour  wool  bodies  so  much  as  paraffin, 
though  a  red  silk  body  was  quickly  affected.  I 
think  that  anglers  who  like  to  experiment  would 
not  regret  sending  Mr.  Dodds  8d.  for  a  bottle  of 
his  "Floatane."  It  does  not  clog  the  feathers  as 
one  might  suppose  it  would  do,  being  called  a 
"solid  dressing." 

Mr.  Dodds  also  sells  a  polish  for  gut  in  6d. 
tablets.  He  says  it  will  cause  gut  rubbed  with  it 
to  sink,  as  well  as  to  render  frayed  gut  smooth. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  bother  to  polish  or  rub 
down  frayed  gut.  When  it  gets  too  much  worn 
I  put  on  another  point.  But  why  call  this  also 
"Floatane  "  if  its  object  is  to  prevent  the  gut  cast 
floating  ? 

Lake  Trout  Flies. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Vernon  writes : — 

"  Having  seen  you  advocate  Golden  Doctor;?,  I 
send  you  a  fly  I  made  myself  (rather  a  ragged  one, 
it  is  true),  which  I  used  nearly  a  year  ago  at 
Ilfracombe  Reservoirs.  As  I  found  they  took  a 
Wickham  and  also  Silver  Doctor,  the  combination 
suggested  itself  to  me.  I  may  say,  I  prefer  a 
golden  minnow  to  a  silver  one  as  a  general  rule." 

The  fly  Mr.  Vernon  sends  is  a  queer  looking 
insect — red  head,  red  tag,  gold  body,  red  hackle, 
and  the  wing  a  mixture  of  peacock,  pheasant 
topping,  mallard.  Jungle  Cock,  etc.  I  have  no 
doubt  it  would  kill  all  right.  Mr.  Vernon,  who 
paints  more  than  he  fishes,  tells  me  he  has  killed 
375  trout,  weighing  1051b.,  at  Bad  Langen- 
schwalbach. 

Switching  and  Spey  Casting  a  Dry-fly. 
Provided  your  trout  fly  is  a  good  floater  to  begin 
with,  and  has  been  properly  oiled  and  the  oil 
allowed  to  dry  on  it,  it  is  quite  easy  to  use  the 
switch  or  Spey  cast  in  dry-fly  fishing  and  make 
your  fly  float.  I  often  use  the  cast  when  the  over- 
hand cast  is  impossible.  For  instance,  I  was  fishing 
an  old  mill  pool  recently  one  evening  on  the  Arrow, 
quite  surrounded  by  trees,  so  that  it  was  only 
possible  to  get  a  short  overhand  cast  by  standing 
below  the  floodgates.  But  there  were  two  or  three 
nice  trout  rising  near  the  opposite  bank,  and  by 
Spey  casting  a  May  Fly  over  to  them  I  got  a  brace, 
and  another  with  an  Alder.  These  fish  roamed 
about  in  a  space  of  a  few  yards,  and  the  only 
chance  was  to  keep  your  eye  on  the  fly  and  wait 
until  one  of  the  fish  came  across  it.  The  line  must 
be  well  greased  so  the  whole  length  of  it  will  lie  on 
the  surface,  otherwise  the  sinking  line  will  pull  the 
fly  under.  (By  the  way,  I  am  sure  Mr.  Coggeshall 
is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  "  Gishurstine " 
destroys  the  dressing,  and  Mr.  Leonard  Hardy  tells 
me  that  he  "Gishurstined"!  his  line  for  the 
Crystal  Palace  Tournament  last  year,  and  when  he 
came  to  use  it  again  this  year  it  still  floated,  and 
was  quite  uninjured.  I  have,  of  course,  no  interest 
in  recommending  "Gishurstine,"  but  I  do  believe 
in  it.) 
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Sport  in  British  CpJumbiA. 

Some  interesting  notoa  pa  shooting  and  fishing 
appear  from  time  to  time  in  the  Daily  News 
Advertiser,  of  Vancouver,  British  Columbia.  Here 
is  one  from  its  issue  of  June  7  : — 

"  A  few  days  ago  the  Seattle  Post- Intelligencer 
published  a  picture  of  a  4^lb.  trout  taken  from 
Lake  Washington.  The  inference  from  the  letter- 
press attached  to  the  reproduction  is  that  trout  of 
all  kinds  are  scarce  and  small.  While  this  may  be 
the  case  in  Lake  Washington,  it  is  hardly  fair  to  the 
rest  of  the  state  immediately  to  the  south  of  us,  or 
to  British  Columbia.  That  the  opposite  is  the  case 
is  demonstrated  by  a  catch  made  by  Captain  Philip 
Thompson,  in  one  day,  on  the  Cheakamus,  some  six 
weeks  ago.  He  was  using  a  Devon  minnow,  and 
in  ten  spins  landed  seven  Dolly  Varden  trout, 
averaging  4lb.  each.  Later  on,  with  thirteen  casts, 
he  hooked  and  grassed  ten  of  the  same  variety  of 
trout,  the  average  weight  being  the  same  aa  in  the 
first  case." 

It  would  soon  get  monotonous  to  catch  fish  at 
almost  every  cast  as  is  here  reported. 

A  Fishing  Permit. 

An  American  correspondent  sends  me  the  follow- 
ing good  little  yarn  as  a  "true  fish  story": — A 
farmer,  in  Vermont,  who  had  made  vain  attempts 
for  two  years  to  stop  people  fishing  in  his  stream 
by  means  of  notices,  etc.,  at  last  gave  it  up  and 
altered  the  notices  to — 

"  Fish  and  be  d  d.    Worms  behind  the  bam." 

Record  Weight  of  Rudd. 
A  correspondent  asks  me  what  the  record  weight 
for  rudd  is.  I  noticed  some  fine  rudd  at  the  Naval 
and  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Earl's  Court,  but  I  do 
not  think  any  are  quite  31b.  The  heaviest  rudd 
recorded  by  the  late  Dr.  Francis  Day,  author  of 
"British  Fishes,"-  is  a  Norfolk  fish  of  31b.  loz., 
taken  by  Dr.  Norman,  who  also,  I  believe,  took  a 
bream  of  over  101b.  I  knew  Dr.  Day.  Dr.  Buck- 
land,  and  Dr.  Norman — they  were  all  keen  on  all 
connected  with  fish. 

The  "Fishing  Gazette"  and  the  National 
Libraries. 

In  addition  to  a  great  many  social,  political,  and 
literary  club  libraries,  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  also 
taken  by  all  the  great  national  libraries ;  they  are 
entitled  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom  to 
have  the  Fishing  Gazette  free,  and  they  see  that 
they  get  it,  too. 

Another  Good  Snake  Story. 

Snake  stories  are  as  fascinating  and  quite  as 
veracious  as  fish  stories.  The  American  Field 
gives  the  following  as  the  first  really  good  one 
noted  this  season.  It  comes  from  Waterville, 
Washington,  and  surely  no  story  from  a  state 
sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  man  and  boy  who 
could  not  tell  a  lie  can  be  other  than  true : — 

"Nick  Brown,  living  just  north  of  the  town, 
had  an  experience  yesterday  morning  that  he  does 
not  care  to  have  repeated.  Nick  uses  an  alarm 
clock  to  wake  himself  morm'ngs,  and  about  daylight 
he  heard  what  he  thought  was  the  clock.  Jumping 
out  of  bed,  he  heard  the  same  sound  coming 
apparently  from  the  bed,  and,  turning  around,  he 
noticed  the  bed  quilts  moving.  He  put  on  a  pair 
of  leather  gloves  and  made  a  grab  at  the  moving 
quilts.  To  his  horror  he  found  that  he  had  grabbed 
a  large  rattlesnake  by  the  neck.  Brown  held  on, 
while  the  rattler  coiled  around  his  arm.  Brown 
finally  secured  a  butcher  knife  and  had  to  cut  the 
snake  from  his  arm  and  smash  its  head  before  it 
would  give  up.  The  snake  had  fourteen  rattles 
and  a  button.  Under  the  quilts  where  the  rattler 
lay  was  found  quite  a  number  of  little  rattle- 
snakes." 
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Boy  Attacked  by  a  Pike. 

Many  correspondents  have  kindly  sent  me 
cuttings  of  the  following  communication  made  by 
Dr.  Robertson,  of  Pickering,  to  the  local  Press. 
Here  it  is  as  quoted  from  the  York  Evening  Press 
of  June  23  :— 

"On  Saturday  last,  June  17, 1  received  an  urgent 
call  to  visit  the  son  of  a  patient  of  mine,  who  is  a 
farmer.  The  message  was,  '  The  lad  has  been  bitten 
by  a  fish.'  On  my  arrival  I  found  the  lad  sufl'ering 
from  a  severe  wound  of  the  right  foot,  which 


required  several  stitches.  On  making  inquiries  as 
to  the  cause  of  the  accident,  I  was  told  the  follow- 
ing :  The  lad  had  been  bathing,  along  with  two 
others,  in  the  River  Leven,  which  runs  near  to  the 
farm  at  Sinnington,  and  on  getting  out  of  the 
water  he  sat  on  the  bank,  as  lads  are  wont  to  do, 
when  suddenly  a  large  fish  jumped  out  of  the  water 
on  to  the  bank,  seized  the  lad  by  the  foot,  and 
jumped  in  again.  The  distance  from  the  water  to 
the  edge  of  the  bank  was  quite  2ft.,  and  the  lad's 
foot  was  3ft.  from  the  edge  of  the  bank.  A  lady 
who  was  passing  and  heard  his  cries  went  to  his 
assistance  and  carried  him  home,  as  the  foot  was 
bleeding  profusely.  A  gentleman  who  stays  at  the 
farm  and  is  an  enthusiastic  angler  asked  to  be 
shown  the  place,  and  he  would  try  to  catch  the 
fish.  On  taking  his  fishing  tackle  he  had  the  gratifi- 
cation of  catching  the  fish  in  a  few  minutes  with  an 
artificial  bait,  which  turned  out  to  be  a  fine  pike, 
measuring  2ft.  l  .Jin.  long,  and  weighing  Clb.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  facts,  for  I  not  only  saw 
the  lad  and  the  fish,  but  I  also  saw  the  fish 
measured  and  the  gentleman  who  caught  it.  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  hear  if  a  similar  case  has 
occurred  to  your  knowledge,  for,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  this  case  is  absolutely  unique." 

There  is  nothing  novel  about  pike  attacking  a 
bather,  but  I  am  unable  to  swallow  that  embellish- 
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"  How  do  you  tie  that  knot  ?  " 

"  Oh,  wait  a  while,  my  dear  fellow,  and  I  will 
show  it  you  later.'' 

My  brother,  who  was  home  on  leave  from  the 
East,  and  I  were  breakfasting  together  early  one 
morning  when  the  foregoing  question  coming  from 
the  Anglo-Indian  was  followed  up  by  his  producing 
a  piece  of  string  from  his  pocket,  and  handing  it 
across  to  me  with  a  peremptory  request  to  demon- 
strate therewith  before  the  knot  I  had  described 
overnight  should  have  entirely  escaped  his  memory. 
Prior  to  going  out  to  India  my  brother  had  mani- 
fested little  or  no  interest  in  angling — albeit  his 
boyhood  was  lived  within  sound  of  a  famous  trout 
stream — his  only  allusion  to  the  pastnme  consisting 
of  an  occasional  inquiry  as  to  what  luck  I  had  had 
upon  my  return  from  the  riverside. 

But  returning  in  the  spring  when  Nature  is  at 
her  best,  and  contrasting  the  delightful  freshness 
of  the  woods  and  meadows  at  home  with  the 
scorched  and  arid  vistas  of  the  East,  he  determined 
to  indulge  in  country  pursuits  to  the  full,  and 
learn  for  himself  whether  there  was  anything  in 
the  so-called  contemplative  art,  and  in  me  found 
a  willing  mentor. 

Already  we  had  visited  together  the  neighbouring 
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ment  of  the  story  which  makes  the  pike  jump 
apparently  5ft.  out  of  water  on  to  land,  bite  the 
boy,  and  then  jump  back!  We  all  remember 
Leech's  picture  of  Mr.  Briggs  up  the  tree  in  terror, 
while  the  pike  he  has  caught  is  below  jumping  up 
and  barking  at  him.  This  Yorkshire  pike  must 
have  been  one  of  the  same  family. 

What  I  have  no  doubt  really  happened  was  that 
as  the  boy  was  getting  out  of  the  water  the 
fish  seized  his  foot,  and  he  was  so  frightened  that 
when  found  by  the  lady  he  imagined  the  fish. had 
jumped  out  and  bitten  him. 

One  correspondent  says  he  knows  the  parties 
personally,  and  that  "  the  facts  are  correct  enough." 
Another  says :  "  If  pike  of  this  size  are  going  to 
come  out  of  the  water  and  attack  people,  it  almost 
makes  me  afraid  to  try  for  the  big  ones  next 
autumn." 

M'yes!  Suppose  you  are  leaning  over  the  side 
of  the  punt  to  gaff  a  15-pounder  when  his  grand- 
father, over  301b.,  jumps  at  you  and  gets  his  fangs 
into  your  throat.  We  shall  find  Messrs.  Carter 
advertising  special  armour  for  pike  anglers  before 
long.  R.  B.  Marston. 


How  TO  Tib  Tboct  and  Oraylino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunatan's  Uouse,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "HowtoTie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  U.  Q.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
wi  itten  on  the  subject."— FMtnj  Gazette. 


streams  with  varied  measures  of  success,  and  under 
my  tutelage  he  made  rapid  strides  towards  pro- 
ficiency, as  who  would  not  with  such  unbounded 
enthusiasm  as  he  possessed  ;  and  on  this  particular 
morning  at  which  my  paper  opens  he  suggested 
that  the  course  of  instruction  should  be  continued 
further  afield. 

"Then  where  shall  we  go  ?    I  asked. 

"  Well,  you  are  for  ever  dilating  upon  the  glorious 
scenery  of  Wensleydale,  with  its  prolific  trout 
streams,  and  as  you  have  been  accused  of  being 
somewhat  of  a  romancer,  I  am  curious  to  probe  the 
veracity  of  your  statements  in  the  angling  Press — 
so  Wensleydale  be  it,"  replied  the  Anglo-Indian, 
afl'ecting  an  incredulous  smile. 

I  do  not  intend  to  tire  my  readers  with  a  recapi- 
tulation of  my  impressions  of  Yoredale,  already 
recorded  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
yet  if  I  am  given  to  dwelling  immoderately  upon 
any  particular  feature  of  the  district,  or  conjuring 
up  memories  of  preceding  visits  to  the  River  Yore, 
I  hope  the  critical  observations  of  my  readers  will 
be  tempered  with  mercy  in  the  knowledge  of  my 
admiration  for  one  of  our  picturesque  Yorkshire 
dales,  in  whose  praise  the  stanza — 
There  is  not  in  the  wide  world  a  valley  so  sweet 
As  that  vale  in  whose  bosom  the  bright  waters  meet; 
Oh  !  the  last  rays  of  feeling  and  life  must  depart. 
Ere  the  bloom  of  that  valley  shall  fade  from  inyheai  t 
— might  well  have  been  written  were  its  title 
obscure. 
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We  decided  to  take  up  our  quarters  at  Redmire, 
an  old  world  village  suggestive  of  tranquillity  and 
contentment,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
following  day  arrived  at  the  destined  station, 
where  we  were  welcomed  by  a  violent  downpour  of 
rain,  through  which  we  hastened  to  the  King's 
Arms,  our  reception  there  being  in  pleasant  contrast 
to  the  outside  elements. 

A  Wensleydale  home-cured  ham,  a  cheese  of 
the  same  brand,  supplemented  with  appetising  con- 
fectionery, such  as  only  our  hostess  and  her  winsome 
daughter  can  devise,  are  luxuries  not  to  be  despised  ; 
and  soon  we  tucked  our  legs  under  the  mahogany, 
which  literally  groaned  beneath  the  weight  of  its 
burden,  the  while  the  rain  was  beating,  with  un- 
abated fury,  an  accompaniment  against  the  window 
panes. 

"  Rain  on  !  "  I  chortled,  as  the  ham  made  way 
for  the  cheese. 

"You  save  your  breath  and  quit  stuffing  your- 
self," interpolated  the  tyro,  folding  his  serviette 
and  rising  from  the  table.  "Let  us  away  to  the 
river  while  there  is  time." 

'•'What!"  I  shouted,  dropping  my  fork  in  the 
excitement  of  the  moment.  "  You  are  not  going  to 
venture  out  in  such  vile  weather." 

"  Yes,  I  am,"  he  retorted. 

"  You  told  me  that  trout  rose  freely  to  the  sunk 


smolt  which  I  promptly  returned — these  smolts, 
or  parrs  as  they  are  sometimes  named,  are  an  un- 
mitigated nuisance  in  the  Yore,  frequently  despoil- 
ing the  angler  of  a  good  fish  by  snatching  the  lure 
while  Salmo  fario  is  in  a  state  of  hesitancy ; 
happily,  we  leave  them  two  and  a  half  miles  above 
Redmire  at  Aysgarth  Force,  which  is  an  insur- 
mountable barrier  to  their  peregrinations  beyond. 

Another  yell  from  the  tyro,  who  was  enjoying 
himself  immensely,  proclaimed  the  second  fish  that 
had  fallen  to  his  cunning,  while  I  had  done  nothing ; 
and  when  I  had  fished  every  inch  of  the  water  from 
the  tail  to  the  head  of  the  stream  in  which  I  had 
commenced,  without  a  whimper,  and  a  shout  for 
the  third  time  assailed  my  ears,  I  could  stand  it 
no  longer,  and,  muttering  "  Salmon  smolts,"  I  made 
for  the  novitiate. 

As  I  had  predicted,  he  was  creeling  parrs  in  his 
ignorance  of  the  law  appertaining  to  these  fish ; 
and  it  took  me  some  little  time  to  explain  to  him 
their  distinctive  features  "in  order  to  obviate  a 
repetition  of  the  error.  Shortly  afterwards  con- 
ditions improved,  for  the  deluge  of  rain  had  dwindled 
down  to  a  Scotch  mist,  and  a  moderate  hatch 
of  Yellow-legged  Bloas  was  hovering  over  the 
river. 

Once  each  was  playing  a  fish  at  the  same 
moment;  but  I  was  so  interested  in  the  tactics 
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fly  in  wet  weather  when  the  wind  was  in  the  south, 
and  have  frequently  bragged  of  the  red-letter  days 
you  have  experienced  in  similar  instances." 

"  But  there  are  exceptions  " 

"  This  is  no  exception ;  it  embodies  all  the 
essentials  of  trout  fishing  according  to  your  dictum," 
returned  my  tyrannising  brother — and  despite  my 
eloquent  protestations  to  the  contrary,  I  had  per- 
force to  accompany  him.  Anterior  to  this  denoue- 
ment I  had  attributed  the  Anglo-Indian's  haste  at 
dinner  in  response  to  the  needs  of  the  inner  man ; 
and  the  subsequent  overthrow  of  my  calculation 
was  not  conducive  to  good  humour. 

Bitterly  did  I  reproach  myself  for  having  said 
anything  about  fish  and  wet  weather  as  we  staggered 
out  into  the  rain,  and  many  times  ere  reaching  the 
river  did  I  anathematise  my  companion's  retentive 
memory.  But  when  the  river  opened  to  our  gaze 
I  was  in  a  less  truculent  frame  of  mind,  and  just  as 
eager  to  make  a  start  as  was  my  companion. 

Three  hours  at  the  most  was  all  we  could  expect 
before  the  light  failed ;  therefore  we  did  not 
venture  far  above  Redmire  Force — a  fine  basin  of 
rough  broken  water,  which  harbours  some  very 
heavy  fish — confining  our  efforts  chiefly  to  the 
home  water. 

The  Anglo-Indian  was  the  first  to  get  to  work, 
and  just  as  I  was  entering  the  water  I  heard  an 
exultant  about  in  the  next  stream  above  me,  and 
saw  him  land  hia  first  fish,  seemingly  a  small  one, 
from  my  coign  of  vantage.    My  first  was  a  salmon 


pursued  by  the  Anglo-Indian  that  I  "mulled  it" 
with  mine. 

Dame  Nature  was  preparing  to  enfold  the  land- 
scape in  her  sable  mantle  ere  we  left  the  river  for 
the  comforts  of  the  inn ;  and  as  we  retraced  our 
steps  along  a  narrow  lane  where  honeysuckle  and 
wild  roses  clustering  in  the  hedgerows  disseminated 
their  grateful  redolence,  I  said  to  my  companion, 
slyly,  "  You  have  contracted  a  bad  attack  of  angling 
fever,  eh  ? " 

"Have  you  never  had  the  angling  fever?"  he 
replied,  emphasising  the  question  by  playfully 
jerking  his  elbow  against  my  ribs. 

"  Yes,".  I  returned  ;  "  but  in  my  case  it  was  only 
benign." 

"  Benign  fiddlesticks,"  ejaculated  the  Anglo- 
Indian  as  we  reached  the  threshold  of  the  King's 
Arms. 

What  a  grand  stretch  of  water  there  is  right  away 
from  Redmire  up  to  Aysgarth  Force.  Practically 
every  yard  of  it  is  fishable — for  streams  that  hasten 
in  headlong  glee  until  their  exuberance  is  checked 
in  the  tranquil  water  beyond  and  long  thin  flats 
on  which  the  creeper  and  May  Fly  adroitly  thrown 
stand  pre-eminent  as  lures  in  their  proper  seasons 
abound  everywhere — if  the  angler  comes  provided 
with  wading  stockings  and  brogues. 

This  was  the  scene  of  our  operations  on  the 
second  day  of  our  stay  at  Redmire. 

Soon  after  daybreak  the  Anglo-Indian  was  astir, 
eager  to  be  on  the  water  without  a  thought  for 


breakfast,  and  though  he  threatened  me  with  a 
cold  douche  as  I  lay  in  bed,  I  stubbornly  refused  to 
budge  until  the  ham  and  eggs  made  their  appear- 
ance, accelerated  by  my  companion  who  in  the 
interim  was  capering,  coaxing,  and  entreating 
around  the  mistress  of  the  culinary  department. 

All  in  good  time  before  the  sun's  power  had 
dispersed  the  heavy  dew  scintillating  on  every 
blade  of  grass,  and  the  farm  men  had  returned 
from  the  moor  slopes  carrying,  with  bent  form, 
the  curiously  shaped  milk  cans  strapped  on  their 
backs,  we  were  striding  across  the  pastures  towards 
the  river. 

Both  possessed  some  capital  hair  casts — ^hair  is 
far  ahead  of  gut  when  of  the  requisite  strength 
and  transparency — and  the  imitations  used,  I 
remember,  were :  — Tail  fly,  March  Brown  ;  first 
dropper.  Snipe  and  Purple ;  and  third  dropper. 
Snipe  and  Yellow.  But  the  fish  were  very  unre- 
sponsive that  morning,  our  joint  efforts  up  to 
foraging  time  only  totalling  three  and  a  half  brace. 

With  a  light,  soft  breeze  blowing  dead  up-stream, 
a  sufficiency  of  insect  life,  and  the  river  in  good 
trim,  we  had  every  reason  to  feel  optimistic  at 
starting — conditions  illustrative  of  the  glorious 
uncertainty  often  described  as  the  premier  charm 
of  angling. 

We  had  lunched  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Yore 
opposite  where  Burton  Beck,  an  important  tributary, 
joins  the  main  stream,  and  each  was  enjoying  a 
reflective  pipe  preparatory  to  continuing  our  pro- 
jected movement  in  the  direction  of  the  Falls  at 
Aysgarth,  when  it  occurred  to  me  that  since  the 
river  was  offering  but  poor  sport  nothing  would  be 
lost  in  a  trial  of  Burton  Beck.- 

So  we  crossed  the  Yore  to  explore  the  charms  of 
this  frolicsome  beck,  alternating  through  meadows 
starred  with  coltsfoot,  and  woods  steeped  in  a  blue 
haze  of  forget-me-nots  and  harebells. 

This  affluent  of  the  Yore  contains  a  heavier 
sample  of  trout  than  the  river,  a  fish  of  IJlb.  being 
no  rarity ;  and  I  did  not  omit  to  impress  my 
companion  with  the  fact. 

But  on  the  day  of  which  I  write  the  water  was 
so  low  that  I  couldn't  come  to  terms  with  the 
leviathans,  although  I  made  tempting  advances 
with  the  dry-fly,  and  my  ultimate  bag  of  five  and 
a  half  brace  barely  averaged  three  to  the  pound. 

Still,  Burton  Beck  had  proved  more  hospitable  on 
this  occasion  than  the  Yore,  and  as  I  set  out  to 
rejoin  my  brother,  who  had  fished  the  lower  length 
of  the  beck,  I  told  myself  I  had  made  the  best  of 
my  opportunities. 

"  What  luck  ?  "  I  inquired  of  the  Anglo-Indian, 
whom  I  discovered  whipping  the  stream  from  its 
centre  with  untiring  zeal. 

"  Only  onQj"  came  the  reply,  but  it's  a  pounder ; 
what  have  you  done  ?  " 

"  Eleven,"  I  answered,  triumphantly. 

Whereupon,  without  further  parley,  the  Anglo- 
Indian  reeled  up  and  came  to  bank  to  inspect  the 
fish  which  I  tumbled  out  of  my  creel  on  the  grass. 
He  turned  them  over  one  by  one,  viewed  them  with 
a  critical  eye,  then  regarded  me  amusingly  and 
said  :  "  Well,  really  I  am  surprised  at  you  ;  I  have 
been  putting  back  bigger  fish  than  these  (indicating 
them  with  his  net  shaft)  all  the  afteriioon — fifteen 
at  least.''  And  by  way  of  adding  colour  to  his 
hypothetical  statement,  he  flung  at  my  feet  a 
splendid  specimen  of  the  brook  trout  weighing 
Uc^arly  a  pound  and  a  half.  That  my  brother 
should  deprecate  my  taking  what  for  the  Yore  was 
a  legitimate  standard,  fish  of  eight  to  nine  inches  in 
length,  came  as  a  shock  to  me,  and  for  a  time  I 
felt  like  becoming  abusive ;  then  my  good  sense 
prevailed  when  the  salmon  smolt  incident  revived 
in  my  mind,  and  I  laughed  long  and  loud  as  I 
thought  of  the  fitting  revenge  my  interference  had 
provoked. 

Many  were  the  days  we  spent  together  wander- 
ing rod  in  hand  through  the  pleasant  Yorkshire 
valleys,  and  when  the  Anglo-Indian,  now  no  longer 
a  novitiate  in  matters  piscatorial,  returned  to  the 
East,  he  took  with  him  a  complete  angling  outfit 
for  use  in  the  hill  streams  of  India. 

Bkown  Owl. 


The  largest  eel-pond  in  America  is  on  a  farm  in 
the  town  of  Riverhead,  Mas-j.  It  covers  five  acres, 
and  is  so  full  that  the  eels  can  be  raked  out  with  an 
ordinary  garden-rake.  Two  thousand  dozen  eels 
were  put  into  the  pond  five  years  ago,  and  their 
number  haa  now  increased  to  millions.  They  are 
fed  regularly  every  third  day  on  "  borse-feet,"  a 
peculiar  shell -fiab. 
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AT  GWEEDOEE. 


Althottgh  the  Gweedore  Fishery  is  one  of  the 
better  known  angUng  resorts  of  North- West  Donegal, 
the  following  information  concerning  it  should  prove 
useful,  more  especially  to  those  who  are  visiting  the 
district  for  the  first  time  ;  as  hitherto  the  published 
accounts  have  been  either  incomplete,  out  of  date. 


it.  The  angling  is  for  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  brown 
trout.  The  fishing  is  easy  for  anyone  possessed  of 
ordinary  skill;  no  wading  is  necessary.  A  15ft. 
salmon  rod  and  an  ordinary  10ft.  or  10ft.  6in.  trout 
rod,  together  with  suitable  lines,  fine  casts,  and  a 
judicious  selection  of  flies,  constitute  a.  serviceable 
outfit.  No  ga£E  is  permitted,  as  the  use  of  it 
deteriorates  the  market  value  of  fish  caught  and 


flowing  pools,  boulder-strewn  shallows,  and  magni- 
ficent streams,  in  the  tails  of  which  the  fish  so  love 
to  lie.  At  places  the  wat«r  flows  through  rocky 
gorges,  some  of  which  are  inaccessible  to  the  angler, 
but  which  form  very  picturesque  subjects  for  the 
pencil,  brush,  or  camera,  and  just  before  the  lowest 
pools  of  all  are  reached  the  waters  of  the  Clady 
tumble  noisily  away  from  the  Carry  and  Dyer's  pools, 


Photo  by]  1 
The  Clady  above  Brian's  Bbidge  :  Chaeacteristic  op  the  Long,  Sinuous  Flats 
IN  THE  Upper  Reaches  of  the  River. 


or,  in  some  cases,  actually  misleading;  The  district 
is  reached  from  Londonderry  by  Lough  Swilly  Rail- 
way to  Gweedore  Station,  which  is  quite  close  to  the 
Gweedore  Hotel.  The  angler  must  make  his  head- 
quarters here  foi  two  simple  reasons :  the  whole 
fishery  is  reserved  for  visitors  to  the  hotel,  and  it  is 
the  only  one  near.'  Under  the  able  management  of 
Mr.  A.  Robertson  and  Mrs.  Robertson,  the  establish- 


not  retained  by  the  angler.  The  hotel  provides 
capital  roomy  salmon  and  trout  nets.  Flies  must 
be  medium  and  small  size,  except  in  very  high 
water.  Salmon  patterns  are :  Glarets,  Jock  Scott, 
Fiery  Brown,  Black  and  Silver,  Olives,  and  a  fly 
locally  termed  the  Grey  Monkey.  Sea-trout  and 
brown  trout  flies  are :  Claret  and  Mallard,  Claret 
and   Grouse,  Zulu,  March   Brown,  Hare's  Ear, 


boil  into  the  Round  pool,  and  then  tumble  over  a 
huge  rocky  obstruction,  forming  some  fine  falls,  and 
so  down  to  the  sea.  The  pools  as  they  occur  fishing 
down  are  named :  —  Barracks,  Bridge,  Gagers, 
Williams',  Robertson's,  Stick,  Devers'-turn,  Rock, 
Hut,  Roseys'-turn,  Jenkins',  Professor's,  Hughey's, 
Cox's,  School-house,  Carry,  Dyer's,  Round,  Sphinx, 
Steps,  Ladies',  Flats,  Square,  Sea-trout,  and  Murlan. 
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Bouldee-strewn  Flat  :  One  op  Many  met  with  on  the  Stranacorkagh  Eiver. 


ment  has  earned  a  good  reputation,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  it  is  admirably  conducted  in  every  way. 
Charges  are  moderate. 

The  fishery  includes  the  loughs  of  upper  and 
lower  Nacung,  the  Clady  river,  the  Owencronahulla 
(ionally  termed  the  Stranacorkagh)  river,  numerous 
tributary  streams,  and  several  brown  trout  loughs. 
The  whole  of  the  fishings  are  within  easy  distance 
of  the  hotel,  some  of  the  best  of  them  quite  close  to 


Blue  and  Blea,  Orange  and  Grouse,  Black  and 
Teal. 

The  Clady  river  flows  from  Lough  Nacung  (lower) 
to  Bunbeg  Bay,  about  five  and  a  half  miles.  For 
the  first  mile  it  pursues  a  sinuous  course  through 
flat  country,  and  a  good  stiff  breeze  is  always 
necessary  if  these  reaches  are  to  be  fished  profitably. 
Thereafter,  the  whole  distance  down  to  Bimbeg, 
the  river  is  a  charming  succession  of  strong,  steady 


Serious  fishing  does  not  commence  until  June, 
and  is  even  then  confined  for  a  few  weeks  to  the 
pools  below  Clady  Bridge.  About  the  middle  of 
July  the  salmon  ascend  to  the  higher  pools  and 
to  Lough  Nacung,  and  are  caught  in  all  parts  of 
the  river,  and  sometimes  in  the  lough  also.  In 
accordance  with  the  general  rule  sport  slackens  off 
somewhat  through  the  month  of  August,  but  is 
renewed  in  September,  and  continues  good  till 
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the  end  of  the  season,  Oct.  31.  Undoubtedly  most 
salmon  are  caught  during  the  months  of  June  and 
July,  but  if  the  Clady  was  more  fished  than  it  is 
in  the  earlier  months — from  the  last  week  in 
March  onward — there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
good  results  would  be  obtained.  At  any  rate, 
those  anglers  who  have  tried  the  spring  fishing 
have  been  fairly  successful,  and  certainly  the 
biggest  fish  are  included  in  those  catches.  As 
a  rule  the  Clady  fish  run  from  4lb.  to  71b. 
in  weight,  with  an  occasional  bigger  fish,  but 
the  following  extracts  from  the  hotel  fish-book 
prove  that  the  spring  fish  rim  a  larger  size.  On 
May  5,  1904,  Mr.  Boyle  had  one  121b.  No  one  was 
fishing  in  1903  until  June.  On  April  4,  1902,  J. 
McBride  had  one  81b.,  and  the  next  day  one  61b., 
and  on  the  7th,  ]\Ir.  Land  had  one  11  lb.,  and  on  the 
23rd  Mr.  Davies  one  8Jlb.  On  April  11,  12,  15, 
1901,  Mr.  Sewell  had  one  lO^lb.,  one  SJlb.,  one 
9|lb.  respectively.  These  figures  are  only  given  to 
prove  the  possibility  of  getting  fish  if  only  they 
are  tried  for.  But  the  Gweedore  fishery  is  looked 
upon  as  a  summer  fishery,  that  and  that  only.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  the  number  of  salmon  taken 
by  anglers  from  the  Clady  during  the  past  five 
years.  Here  are  the  figures: — 1900,  93;  1901, 
58  ;  1902,  58  ;  1903,  141 ;  1904,  136.  From  which 
it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  two  last  years  show  a 
marked  improvement  on  the  two  preceding,  and  a 
most  satisfactory  return  to  the  successful  years  of 
the  past.    In  1894  211  were  caught ;  in  1897,  207 ; 


! 
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The  Squabe 

in  1898,  201  ;  in  1899,  114.  When  it  is  remem- 
bered that  the  fishing  is  confined  practically  to 
three  months  the  above  figures  are  "not  so  bad." 
Not  infrequently  four,  five,  and  six  fish  fall  to  one 
rod  in  a  day ;  but  one  or  two  or  three  is  the  general 
rule.  Here  are  some  more  interesting  figures  in 
connection  with  season  1904.  On  July  4  two  rods 
had  five  fish  ;  on  July  5,  four  rods  had  ten  fish  ;  on 
July  6,  five  rods  had  seventeen  fish ;  on  July  7, 
five  rods  had  thirteen  fish  ;  on  July  8,  two  rods  had 
two  fish ;  on  July  9,  four  rods  had  nine  fish ;  and 
then  the  sport  fell  to  its  normal  condition.  The 
biggest  recorded  baskets  of  recent  years  are 
June  2.5,  1904,  Mr.  Lees,  fifteen;  July  16,  1903, 
Mr.  Edwardes,  ten. 

The  Clady  requires  a  good  push  of  water  to  fish 
at  its  best ;  but  the  large  loughs,  fed  by  numerous 
tributary  streams,  which  are  its  source,  acting  as 
reservoirs,  help  it  considerably,  and  a  decent  flood 
renders  the  river  fishable  for  at  least  a  week  and 
sometimes  a  fortnight  after.  In  times  of  drought 
— an  uncommon  occurrence  in  this  part  of  Ireland 
— successful  fishing  is  absolutely  impossible ;  there- 
fore it  is  as  well  always  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
Robertson  as  to  the  state  of  the  river  before  pro- 
ceeding to  this  district.  You  may  rely  on  the 
report  he  sends  you ;  his  interests  are  antagonistic 
to  the  disappointment  of  his  visitors.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  there  is  generally  plenty  of  water  in  the 
river ;  and  the  pools  being  so  close  to  the  sea,  and 
the  river  being  a  short  one,  any  freshet  brings  up 


fresh  fish.  The  close  proximity  of  the  pools  to  the 
sea  also  results  in  the  fresh  run  fish  giving  really 
good  sport  on  the  rod. 

There  is  no  charge  for  fishing  the  river  Clady 
above  Barracks  pool,  or  for  fishing  Lough  Nacung 
(upper  and  lower).  But  below  a  charge  is  made 
during  the  months  of  Jime,  July,  and  August  of 
10s.  per  day,  50s.  per  week,  or  £9  per  month.  This 
charge  entitles  the  holder  of  daily  tickets  to  one 
fish,  and  the  holders  of  weekly  or  monthly  tickets 
to  two  fish  per  week.  Other  fish  may  be  retained 
by  paying  the  market  price  to  the  hotel,  which 
ranges  from  9d.  to  Is.  per  pound.  During  the 
month  of  September  the  charge  is  35s.  per  week 
and  jpro  rata.  There  is  no  charge  whatsoever 
during  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  October. 

The  best  months  for  sea-trout  in  the  Clady  and 
in  the  loughs  are  August  and  September.  The 
loughs  provide  better  sport  with  these  fish  than  the 
river.  Sea-trout  run  into  the  river  as  early  as  April, 
and  there  is  always  a  chance  of  getting  a  few  fish 
before  the  run  proper  occurs  in  the  autumn.  The 
fish  range  from  about  fib.  up  to  41b.,  and  average 
about  1  Jib.  A  boat  is  necessary  on  the  loughs,  and 
for  this  the  charge  is  4s.  6d.  per  day,  which  includes 
the  services  of  a  competent  boatman.- 

The  OwencronahuUa  (Stranacorkagh )  river  has 
been  added  to  the  fishery  recently,  and  it  will  be 
fished,  free,  by  visitors  to  the  hotel  this  season 
for  the  first  time.  For  some  years  past  this  capital 
little  river  has  been  much  neglected,  but  now  a 


Pool  :  A  Typical  Cast  on  the  Lower  Part  op  the 

proper  system  of  watching,  etc.,  has  been  organised 
some  good  fishing  will  sure  to  result,  for  the  river 
formerly  was  an  excellent  sea-trout  and  very  decent 
salmon  water.  It  rises  among  the  hills  north  of 
Gweedore  Hotel,  about  four  miles  inland  from  the 
coast,  as  the  crow  flies.  In  its  course  of  about  five 
miles  it  flows  between  the  townlands  of  Attatantee 
and  Strakeenagh,  and  passing  the  village  of  Strana- 
brooly  receives  an  important  tributary — the  Car- 
veen — which  rises  in  Lough  Carveen,  and  is  two 
and  a  half  miles  long.  This  Carveen  river  has  some 
very  good  pools  for  about  a  mile  above  its  junction 
with  the  Stranacorkagh.  The  main  river  continues 
its  course  by  Stramartin,  and  from  thence  reaches 
the  sea  in  about  one  and  a  half  mile.  The  salmon 
in  this  river  seldom  exceed  41b.  to  51b.  in  weight. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  sea-trout  rivers  on  this  coast, 
and  the  fish  run  up  to  31b. — pounders  are  not  at  all 
imcommon  in  one's  basket. 

For  the  greater  part  of  its  course  the  Strana- 
corkagh rushes  between  rocky  gorges  or  over 
boulder-strewn  shallows,  and  there  are  some  very 
picturesque  falls.  At  places  there  are  some  decent 
pools,  but,  even  more  so  than  with  the  Clady,  the 
sinr,  qua  non  with  this  river  is  a  good  push  of 
water.  A  deadly  fly  on  this  water,  especially  early 
in  the  season,  is  the  Blue  Spider.  With  this  addition 
the  successful  flies  are  the  same  as  for  the  Clady. 
The  river  is  distant  from  the  hotel  about  five  miles. 

The  brown  trout  fishing  on  Lough  Nacung  is 
quite  beyond  the  average  from  May  till  August. 


The  fish  run  about  three  to  the  pound,  and  baskets 
of  from  three  to  four  dozen  are  j  common.  There 
are  some  big  fario  in  the  Clady,  but  they  do  not 
often  fall  to  the  fly.  The  brown  trout  in  the 
Stranacorkagh  are  very  small ;  there  are  any 
number  of  them.  Within  walking  distance  of  the 
hotel  there  are  several  loughs  that  hold  brown  trout 
galore,  notably,  Glentornan,  Nabrackbaddy,  Keel, 
Ascardan,  Nagreenan,  and  Carveen.  -       E.  8.  S. 


DEATH  OF  ME.  A.  E.  AEMSTKONG 
IN  CEYLON. 


We  much  regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong, 
the  fish-culturist,  well  known  to  many  of  our  readers, 
died  at  Nuwara  Eliya,  Ceylon,  on  June  2.  He  was 
engaged  by  the  Ceylon  Fishing  Club  to  superintend 
the  experiments  which  are  being  carried  on  in  the 
upper  waters  of  the  colony  (as  reported  in  our  • " 
columns  some  time  ago),  and  arrived  in  Ceylon  on 
May  1.  One  day  he  overstrained  himself  in  follow- 
ing a  cooly  along  the  banks  of  a  river  and  burst  a 
bloodvessel.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  and  in 
spite  of  great  attention  died  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Armstrong  was  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Frank  Gosden. 
He  was  honorary  officer  to  the  Thames  Angling 
Association,  fish-culturist  to  Baron  Montague,  of 
Beaulieu,  and  to  the  Cardiff  Corporation.    He  held 


[E.  S.  S. 

Clady  River. 


the  diploma  of  the  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster, 
and  was  several  times  mentioned  in  the  Thames 
Blue  Book.  Recently  he  did  useful  work,  under  the 
director,  Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding,  F.Z.S.,  for  the  Earl  of 
Denbigh  in  an  important  and,  we  understand, 
successful  experiment  carried  out  in  North  Wales. 
This  was  the  acclimatisation  of  the  steel-headed 
salmon,  the  land-locked  salmon,  and  the  black 
spotted  trout.  The  fish  have  now  gone  through  all 
the  stages  of  growth,  and  have  been  proved  to  do 
exceedingly  well  in  British  waters.  The  species  are 
likely  to  be  transplanted  to  English  and  Scottish 
lakes  and  rivers,  and  will  prove  a  great  acquisition 
to  British  fresh- water  fisheries. 

Mr.  Armstrong  leaves  a  wife  and  three  children. 


GUT  CEOP  EEPOET,  1905. 


Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.  inform  us  that  the 
gut  crop  last  year  (1904)  was  the  smallest  produced 
for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  consequently  prices 
were  advanced,  but  the  present  crop  (1905)  is  less 
than  the  average,  and  stocks  being  low  prices  for 
raw  material  have  advanced.  The  advance  made 
last  year  did  not  cover  the  increased  cost,  and  but 
for  the  excellent  quality  of  the  whole  crop  the 
season's  trading  would  have  resulted  in  a  loss.  As 
-  regards  the  heavier  classes  the  supply  is  the  smallest 
for  the  last  dozen  years. 
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AUTOBIOGEAPHY  OF  SIR  HENEY 
BESSEMEE,  F.E.S. 


It  is  fifty  years  since  Henry  Bessemer  made 
the  great  invention  which  has  rendered  his  name 
famous,  not  only  in  EngHsh-speaking  countries,  but 
also  in  all  civilised  communities,  and  it  is  seven 
years  since  he  died.  If  this  autobiography  had 
dealt  with  the  story  of  a  lesser  man,  its  appearance 
so  long  after  his  death  might  have  reduced  its 
interest  and  value  so  far  as  to  render  it  scarcely 
worth  while  to  place  the  narrative  before  the 
reader.  But  lapse  of  time  cannot  tarnish  the  lustre 
of  Henry  Bessemer's  memory,  nor  can  common 
and  worldwide  use  of  the  great  invention  that 
crowned  it  render  uninteresting  a  story  of  the 
struggles  through  which  he  passed  and  the  battles 
he  had  to  fight  before  the  world  became  enriched 
by  his  inventive  genius. 

The  late  Abram  S.  Hewitt,  himself  an  engineer 
'  of  universal  reputation,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  Bessemer  Process  in  the  United  States,  speaking 
at  the  American  meeting  of  the  London  Iron  and 
Steel  Institute,  in  1890,  said: — "A  very  few  con- 
siderations will  serve  to  show  that  the  Bessemer 
invention  takes  its  rank  with  the  great  events 
which  have  changed  the  face  oi  society  since  the 
time  of  the  Middle  Ages.  The  invention  of 
printing,  the  construction  of  the  magnetic  compass, 
the  discovery  of  America,  and  the  introduction  of 
the  steam-engine  are  the  only  capital  events  in 
modern  history  which  belong  to  the  same  category 
as  the  Bessemer  process.'-' 

The  words  of  Abram  S.  Hewitt  are  frequently 
quoted  in  the  book,  always  in  the  same  spirit  of 
appreciation  of  the  great  inventor ;  but  on  no 
other  occasion  did  he  so  justly  and  clearly 
crystallise  his  opinion  of  Bessemer  as  in  the  fore- 
going passage  addressed  to  the  Iron  and  Steel 
Institute,  at  a  time  when  all  the  futile  attempts 
that  had  been  made  to  deprive  Bessemer  of  the 
profit  and  glory  of  his  great  invention  had  faded 
into  almost  forgotten  history,  and  its  practical 
outcome  in  the  United  States  was  measured  by 
millions  of  tons  of  steel  every  year. 

On  an  early  page  of  this  volume  the  author  tells 
us  he  makes  no  claim  to  literary  merit.  He  cer- 
tainly was  without  training  in  the  art  of  writing, 
but  the  happy  gift,  which  characterised  all  his 
mechanical  work,  of  instinctively  selecting  the 
simplest  and  best  means  of  attaining  a  given  end, 
did  not  desert  him  here.'  He  wrote  just  as  he 
talked,  and  infused  into  his  writing  the  charm  of 
his  conversation.  It  was  one  of  the  great  pleasures 
of  his  latter  years  to  discuss  with  his  old  and 
valued  friends — the  proprietors  of  Engineering — 
the  details  of  his  autobiography,  and  each  printed 
page  is  more  or  less  a  reflection  of  the  man  himself 
in  his  varying  moods.  The  eighty-five  years  of 
busy  life  which  had  been  allotted  him  had  in  no 
measure  dimmed  his  memory,  or  even  paled  his 
enthusiasm ;  and  in  his  autobiograph  he  lived  over 
again  the  ambitions  of  youth,  the  struggles  of  man- 
hood, the  bitterness  of  injustice,  the  pleasure  of 
appreciation,  and  the  satisfaction  of  success.  The 
world,  as  it  recollects  Bessemer,  only  knew  him  as 
the  triumphant  inventor,  but  in  this  volume  we 
tread  with  him  the  thorny  road  to  success,  and, 
more  than  that,  he  shows  us  the  seamy  side  of  the 
inventor's  career. 

Unfortunately,  this  autobiography  is  not  complete ; 
even  a  chapter  of  the  history  of  the  steel  process 
is  wanting — that  recording  its  brilliant  success  in 
the  United  States.  Sir  Henry  laid  down  his  pen 
only  a  year  before  he  died,  but  his  self -told  story 
goes  no  further  than  the  episode  of  the  Bessemer 
iSaloon  Steamer  in  1872.  After  that  incident  was 
closed  he  retired  into  private  life,  but  not  to  a 
life  of  idleness.  He  had  many  occupations — the 
beautifying  of  his  home  at  Denmark  Hill;  the 
installation  of  a  large  diamond-cutting  and  finish- 
ing plant ;  his  telescope  and  observatory ;  his  method 
of  cutting  and  polishing  optical  lenses;  his  solar 
furnace — all  these  and  other  things  kept  him  very 
busy,  and  formed  not  the  least  interesting  part  of 
his  long  life. .  It  is  unfortunate  that  he  has  left  no 
consecutive  record  of  this  period ;  but  he  did  leave 
many  drawings,  letters,  and  other  documents  refer- 
ring to  it,  and  from  these  has  been  prepared  the 
supplementary  chapter  which  concludes  the  present 
volume. 

Sir  Henry  Bessemer's  work  is  published  (price 
16s.-  net)  at  the  ofiices  of  Engineering,  35  and  36, 
Bedford-street,  Strand. 


DAYS  OF  SMALL  THINGS. 


An  occasional  recording  of  bitterness  in  the  way 
of  blanks  may  serve  toward  the  chastening  of  any 
lingering  vanity  in  an  elderly  fly-fisher,  and  to  the 
encouragement  of  those  of  the  brethren  inclined  to 
regard  slightly  filled  creels  with  dissatisfaction. 

Peradventure  we  all  have  "Blagdon  on  the 
brain  "  just  now,  with  symptoms  aggravated  by  the 
heroic  record  in  the  Field  of  June  10.  I  met  the 
cheery  hero  of  the  great  day  just  departing  after 
another  successftil  campaign  against  the  big  Blagdon 
trout,  as  I  arrived  on  the  morning  of  May  30,  at 
that  charmingly  picturesque  village  on  many  hills, 
overlooking  the  broad  sheet  of  water  for  which 
"  reservoir  "  is  a  misnomer,  save  at  the  upper  end, 
where  the  great  Waterworks  Tower,  the  Valve,  and 
the  Bye-Wash  are  handsome  engineering  structures, 
while  the  rest  of  the  lake  is  a  gem  of  wild  beauty, 
in  glorious  setting  of  flowery  meads  and  verdant 
woodlands,  with  swelling  hills  and  lofty  cliffs  in  the 
background. 

The  victorious  one  owned  to  a  blank  from  the 
bank  the  previous  day,  only  a  few  short-coming 
fish  being  lightly  and  briefly  held,  but  smiled 
encouragingly  when  I  modestly  said  that  I  would 
be  satisfied  if  my  two  days'  visit  yielded  me  a  brace 
of  those  goodly  trout.  Truly  the  sky  was  overcast, 
the  fair  lake  breeze-ruffled,  my  youthful  guide  was 
hopeful,  as  we  started  to  make  the  long  round  of 
this  glorious  sheet  of  water ;  both  boats  being 
engaged  up  to  June  16. 

Preswitly  many  rises  were  seen  in  a  big  bay 
beyond  the  Bye- Wash,  but  they  were  small  trout, 
not  such  as  I  had  crossed  the  Channel  to  seek,  and 
only  two  rose  short  at  the  big  flies  I  proffered.  The 
birds  were  delightful,  jewel -plumaged  kingfishers, 
noisy  anxious  lapwings,  wild  ducks,  coots,  moor- 
hens, and  my  keen  young  ghillie  said  that  four  black 
swans  had  dropped  in  the  previous  day  from  some- 
where, but  they  appeared  to  have  gone  on. 

At  intervals  in  the  afternoon  we  found  great 
rough  nests  of  coots,  many  left  high  and  dry  by 
receded  waters,  the  lake  being  over  a  foot  below  its 
normal  level,  and  water  rather  stale ;  three  had  five 
eggs  in  each,  one,  seven,  and  one,  a  single. 

The  boy  caught  a  plump  young  plover,  which, 
when  I  bade  him  let  it  go,  scuttled  off  at  a  great 
pace  toward  an  anxious  parent  shrieking  in  the 
vicinity. 

A  mother  wild  duck,  after  pitching  on  the  water 
in  front  of  us,  was  joined  by  three  piping  fledgUngs, 
which  she  guided  to  the  sheltering  branches  of  a 
partly  submerged  tree,  with  a  coot's  nest  on  one  of 
its  limbs. 

Toward  evening  we  now^and  then  saw  the  splash 
of  a  great  trout  on  the  shallows  close  to  shore, 
and  one  came  short  to  my  fly. 

In  one  deep  creek,  where  outstanding  trees  with 
roots  in  water  suggested  dangerous  retreats  for  a 
hooked  trout,  two  fine  fellows,  I  should  say  5lb. 
to  7lb.,  came — one  three  times,  the  other  twice  to 
a  small  "Saroelle'-  salmon  fly,  and  the  second  one 
took  hold  and  I  tightened  on  him,  and  the  eager 
boy  cried,  "You've  got  him!"  But  I  sadly 
responded,  "No,  I  haven't!"  aa  the  hook  came 
away,  not  having  gone  well  home.  He  seemed 
surprised  to  hear  no  strong  language. 

A  chat  with  the  keepers  at  the  pretty  and  con- 
venient hut  revealed,  to  my  cold  comfort,  that  the 
boats  had  also  been  blank,  only  a  few  fish  coming 
short.  A  cast  from  a  spit  of  mud,  advised  by  the 
head-keeper,  produced,  instead  of  a  big  trout,  a 
wretched  little  hen  sficMeback  impaled  on  my 
salmon  fly  to  my  infinite  disgust,  and  spoiled  the 
purity  of  my  blank  ! 

The  next  morning  was  bright  and  hot,  but  a 
brisk  breeze  soon  sprang  up.  In  the  deep  creek, 
scene  of  last  night's  disappointment,'  two  heavy 
fish,  probably  the  same  two,  came  each  twice  at  a 
bright  little  Calais  sprat  on  a  crocodile  spinner — 
the  first  never  touching,  the  second  just  tipping  it. 
I  saw  them  both,  and  fear  they  saw  me. 

Further  attempts,  both  with  fly  and  bait,  meeting 
no  response,  and  feeling  rather  done  up  with  the 
increasing  heat,  I  left  off  at  noon,  giving  up  the 
idea  of  the  evening  fishing,  and  resolving  to  catch 
the  afternoon  train  for  home. 

I  saw  one  fish  caught  from 'i  the  boat  in  the 
morning,  4|lb.,  and  ^a  5-pounder,  reported  taken 
with  live  minnow  from  the  bank,  arrived  at  the 
goods  office  of  the  little  station  as  I  waited  for 
my  train.  There  I  also  saw  a  large  can  of  lively 
minnows,  just  arrived  from  Bristol. 


Ever  since  I  have  regretted  that  Fdid  not  wait 
for  the  rain. 

The  bitterness  of  a  blank  at  Blagdon  has  not 
been  greatly  mitigated  by  subsequent  doings  in  the 
pleasant  French  country  where  the  waving  green 
cornfields  show  the  fairest  of  tricolors  in  the  blue 
corn-cockles,  glowing  red  poppies,  and  pure  white 
marguerites,  with  which  they  are  studded  and 
fringed.  The  May  Fly  season  round  here  has  been 
much  marred  by  heavy  rains  and  a  swollen  and 
coloured  river.  Locals  have  caught  some  good 
trout  with  gentle. 

One  afternoon,  after  trying  various  floating  and 
sunk  May  Flies  in  vain,  and  after  five  minutes' 
spinning  of  a  brass  Devon  in  a  deep  comer  where  I 
had  lost  a  pounder  on  it  the  week  before,  the 
splashing  seemed  to  have  waked  up  the  sleepy 
trout,  as  throwing  of  stones  or  swimming  of  dog  is 
said  to  stimulate  sulky  salmon,  for  three  trout  rose 
simultaneously,  and  the  nearest,  a  silvery  ^Ib.  rain- 
bow, a  wanderer  from  far  above,  hooked  at  first 
offer  of  a  "Tuppy's  Indispensable,"  made  such  a 
rushing  and  capering  before  he  could  he  netted  that 
the  other  two  were  effectually  scared.  This  little 
beauty,  with  a  couple  of  saucy  perch  from  a  mill 
tail,  saved  a  hot,  bright,  and  breezeless  afternoon 
from  a  probable  blank. 

On  my  next  visit,  with  the  evening  rise,  for  which 
I  had  waited,  spoiled  by  heavy  rain  and  high  water, 
after  getting  one  small  trout  on  a  small  Green  Drake, 
and  one  on  a  "Tuppy,"  two  that  I  saw  rising  under 
my  bank  succumbed  in  quick  succession  to  the  first 
offer  of  a  "  Sarcelle."  Last  Saturday  afternoon  I 
used  my  namesake  only,  although  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  May  Fly  on  the  water,  fish  taking  it  rather 
languidly,  and  sometimes  preferring  gnats.  The 
result  was  amusing ;  I  got  a  rise  out  of  nearly  every 
rising  fish  I  saw,  landed  five  brace  of  small  ones, 
and  finished  off  with  a  very  brilliant  pounder,  which 
made  a  grand  fight  in  a  very  tight  place. 

Yesterday  evening,  after  a  heavy  thunderstorm 
and  long  deluge  of  rain,  I  went  on  the  West  Pier 
to  see  if  there  were  any  signs  of  the  scad,  or  horse- 
mackerel,  which  often  afford  a  little  sport  on  sprat- 
bait  or  home-made  artificials,  on  summer  evenings, 
when  high  tide  comes  about  sunset. 

None  came  in,  but  sprats  were  fairly  plentiful, 
frequently  breaking  water  with  silvery  flashes  close 
to  the  pier,  and  of  these  plump,  fat,  delicious  little 
fellows  I  caught  about  three  dozen,  on  jigger  and 
flies,  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  there  vpas  an  old 
seal  loafing  about  at  the  edge  of  the  tide-rip  out- 
side, and  brown-sailed  smacks  went  slowly  out  over 
the  pearly  opalescent  sea.  I  was  placidly  happy, 
but  wondered  as  I  walked  homeward  through  the 
friendly  fishing  quarter  what  my  more  fortunate 
brethren — doers  recently  of  doughty  deeds  both  in 
fresh  water  and  briny — would  think  of  a  record  of 
angling  experiences  beginning  with  stickleback  and 
ending  with  sprats !  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

June  13,  1905. 


"IN  AND  AEOUND  VENICE." 

Messrs.  Rivinqtons  will  shortly  publish  a 
new  work,  entitled,  "In  and  Around  Venice,"  by 
Horatio  F.  Brown,  author  of  "  Venice,  an  His- 
torical Sketch,'- and  "Life  on  the  Lagoons."  The 
new  work  will  have  fifteen  illustrations  and  a  map 
of  the  Lagoons. 

Mr.  Horatio  Brown  is  gratefully  known  in  many 
characters  as  the  cultivated  guide,  philosopher,  and 
friend  of  visitors  to  Venice  privileged  to  seek  his 
assistance;  and  as  the  author  of  many  delightful 
books  about  Venice,  one  of  which,  "Life  on  the 
Lagoons,"  brought  the  fresh  air  of  the  Adriatic 
to  Louis  Stevenson's  sick  chamber — 

I  took 

Your  spirited  and  happy  book. 
Whereon,  despite  my  frowning  fate. 
It  did  my  soul  so  recreate. 
That  all  my  fancies  flew  away 
On  a  Venetian  hoUday. 


FISHING  NEAE  VENICE. 

Anglers  who  visit  Venice  will  find  the  followin  g 
information  about  the  fishing  in  the  neighbourhoctd 
useful: — 

"Lago  di  Garda:  (1)  Sirmione,  Hotel  Sirmione,, 
beautiful  scenery;  (2)  Desenzano,  station  for  Sir- 
mione (on  Venice-Milan  line).  Hotel  Meyer;  (3) 
Sal6,  reached  by  carriage  or  steamer  from  Desen-  \ 
zano,  Hotel  Sal6,  comfortable.     Fish:  Trout, 
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chiefly  in  upper  part  of  the  lake,  best  fished  from 
Riva  ;  carp,  abundant  at  Sirmione  and  Desenzano ; 
agone,  like  the  ferras  of  Geneva ;  sardine,  excellent, 
caught  in  abundance  round  Sirmione  in  April  and 
May. 

"Serravalle,  reached  by  train  from  Venice  via 
Treviso,  Conegliano,  Vittorio  ;  Hotel  Giraffa.  Fish : 
Trout  in  the  River  Meschio,  veiy  shy ;  also  in  the 
Lago  Morto,  quite  close. 

"  Lago  di  Santa  Croce :  Inn  on  lake,  rough  but 
comfortable  ;  reached  from  Serravalle  over  Faoalto 
Pass  by  carriage,  or  from  Belluno  (rail)  by  carriage. 
Good  fishing  in  the  lake. 

"  Quinto,  on  the  Sile,  five  miles  from  Treviso  ; 
beautiful  place.    Eels,  crayfish,  etc. 

"  Up  the  Pontebba  line,  beyond  Udine,  there  is 
good  fishing  ;  but  that  is  too  far  away,  six  or  seven 
hours  from  Venice." 


SALMON  IN  AND  FOE  THE 
THAMES. 


A  coRaESPONDENT  of  the  Field  writes  as 
follows  :— 

"Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  chairman  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  has  caused  inquiry  to  be 
made  as  to  the  recently  reported  capture  of  salmon 
in  the  estuary  of  the  river.  It  appears  that  three 
fiah  of  2ilb.  each  were  taken  by  A.  Boyton,  J. 
Blackley,  and  J.  Frost,  on  May  31,  June  1  and  .3 
respectively.  They  were  all  taken  in  whitebait 
drag  nets  off  the  West  and  Middle  Shoehury  Buoys. 
The  last  fish  mentioned  was  bought  by  Dr.  Murie 
and  forwarded  to  the  British  Museum,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  whatever  that  they  were  all  true  salmon 
in  the  grilse  stage.  The  experiments  of  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association  were  continued  by  the  turning 
in  of  450  6in.  salmon  parr  at  Taplow  on  May  23 
and  261  at  Teddington  on  June  8.  The  fry  of  the 
Danubian  salmon  or  huchen  at  Mr.  Gilbey's 
hatchery  are  still  doing  very  well." 

This  is  very  interesting,  and  if  the  T.S.A.  smolts 
had  been  marked  and  these  grilse  showed  the 
marks  it  would  be  much  more  interesting.  Reports 
of  young  salmon  being  taken  in  the  Thames  estuary 
have  often  been  recorded.  Frank  Buckland  said 
some  came  to  try  the  river  every  year.  I  wish  it 
could  be  proved  that  they  are  fish  put  in  by  the 
Thames  Salmon  Association,  but  the  only  way  to 
do  that  is  to  mark  them.  At  the  same  time,  if 
many  more  grilse  are  reported  as  being  taken  in 
the  Thames  estuary  than  in  years  previous  to  the 
work  of  the  association,  it  will  be  at  least  prima 
facie  evidence  of  the  possibility  of  smolts  passing 
down  through  the  estuary  of  the  Thames  alive. 
Anyway,  the  capture  of  these  small  grilse  gives 
more  significance  to  the  reported  capture  of  the 
"small  salmon"  at  West  Drayton  Old  Mill  which 
I  reported  a  week  or  two  ago.  What  a  thousand 
pities  that  fish  was  eaten.  I  have  begged  Mr. 
Dunn  to  send  me  the  next  "  salmon  "  caught  in  his 
water,  and  if  it  is  a  salmon  or  grilse  I  will  have  it 
set  up  at  my  own  expense  for  the  captor  or  buy  it 
from  him.  But  it  must  be  seen  alive  by  Mr.  Dunn. 
I  do  not  want  to  "set  up  "  a  practical  joke. 

R.  B.  M. 


TARPON  FISHING  AT  TAMPICO, 
MEXICO. 


It  is  only  comparatively  few  years  since  that 
tarpon  have  been  fished  for  at  Tampico,  and  the 
method  of  fishing  for  them  has  been  different  from 
that  followed  at  other  places  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Dr.  Howe,  of  City  of  Mexico,  was  the  first,  or  one 
of  the  first,  to  make  this  sport  popular,  and  until 
recently  held  the  record  for  the  largest  fish  caught 
there,  but  during  the  past  season  the  palm  has  been 
wrested  from  him  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson,  the  British 
Consul  at  Tampico,  the  gentleman  shown  with  a  rod 
in  his  hand  in  the  photograph,  together  with  the 
record  tarpon  of  the  season.  This  fish  was  carefully 
weighed  and  measured  at  the  Hidalgo  Hotel  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  assembled  guests,  and  was  found 
to  be  7ft.  2^in.  long  with  his  jaw  open,  7ft.  l^in. 
with  his  jaw  closed,  47in.  in  girth,  and  turned  the 
scale  at  200^1  b.  Trolling  is  the  method  employed 
on  the  Panuco  river,  on  which  Tampico  is  situated, 
about  five  miles  up  from  the  sea,  so  that  fishermen 
are  pretty  well  independent  of  the  weather.  A 
whole  mullet,  about  6in.  in  length,  is  used  as  bait, 
and  the  lines  used  vary  from  18  thread  to  36,  but 


one  of  medium  size,  21  or  28  thread  say,  is  the  best. 
The  season  commences  some  time  in  December, 
is  at  its  best  in  February  and  March,  when  it 
begins  to  fall  off,  though  tarpon  are  caught  up  to 
the  middle  of  June,  when  the  rainy  season  sets  in. 
Owing  to  the  exceptionally  heavy  rains  last  autumn 
the  fishing  was  rather  later  this  season  than  usual, 
the  river  being  in  flood  and  very  much  discoloured. 

The  fish  shown  in  the  photograph  was  caught  on 
April  6  by  Mr.  Hubert  W.  Wilson,  the  British  Consul 
at  Tampico.  on  a  rod  of  the  usual  kind  used  for 
this  class  of  fishing  with  a  twenty-eight  thread  flax 
line.  It  took  about  one  hour  to  play,  but,  doubtless 
owing  to  its  size,  only  showed  itself  once  above 
water,  fought  hard  for  a  time,  and  then  sulked, 


and  was  ultimately  gaffed  by  Dr.  Howe  from  the 
river  bank.  After  being  skinned  and  temporarily 
prepared,  it  was  sent  to  London  to  be  mounted, 
and  set  up  in  the  office  of  a  steamship  company 
running  steamers  from  Liverpool  to  Tampico.  The 
writer  strongly  recommended  Mr.  Wilson  to  keep 
it  and  set  it  up  in  his  own  house,  for  with  such  a 
fish  to  point  to  he  was  reminded  that  he  might  in 
the  future  spin  very  fishy  stories  and  be  implicitly 
believed  by  his  children  and  the  public  generaUy. 

The  writer  himself  had  an  exceptional  and 
unfortimat©  experience  one  day  whilst  fishing  there 
this  year.  He  had  hooked  a  monster  (by  whose 
side  the  fish  shown  in  the  photograph  he  thought 
would  have  appeared  a  mere  minnow !) ;  it  had 


jumped  twice  out  of  the  water,  and  he  thought  it 
had  got  rid  of  the  hook — for  doing  which  tarpon 
have  a  wonderful  facility — and  reeled  in  quietly  to 
put  on  another  fresh  mullet.  When  lifting  his  rod  he 
discovered  the  fish  was  still  on,  and  it  then  behaved 
in  a  manner  that  a  fish  with  self-respect  should  not 
have  done — it  leaped  clear  out  of  the  water  two  or 
three  times  close  to  the  boat,  and  then  made  a 
frantic  rush,  the  consequence  being  that  the  line 
over-ran  on  the  7in.  reel,  and  it  then  became  just 
a  tussle  between  the  fish  and  the  fisherman  as  to 
which  of  the  two  was  the  stronger.  The  latter 
was  unprepared — had  not  hia  feet  well  braced 
against  the  boat — and  after  holding  on  to  the  rod 
as  long  as  he  could  was  pulled  off  the  seat,  and 


must  have  gone  overboard  had  he  not  let  go 
the  rod  and  presented  it  to  the  tarpon  as  grace- 
fully as  the  circumstances  permitted.  He  might 
have  preferred  to  go  overboard  and  follow  the 
fish,  but  imfortunately  the  river  swarms  with 
sharks,  some  of  great  size,  and  he  decided  after 
mature  consideration — or  as  mature  as  the  position 
he  was  in  allowed  of — to  forfeit  the  rod  and  line. 
Sharks  very  frequently  seize  the  fish  as  they 
are  being  played,  and  even  when  within  six  feet  of 
the  bank  where  the  fisherman  is,  and  occasionaUy 
manage  to  bite  off  most  of  the  fish,  leaving 
little  besides  the  head  on  the  hook.  An  English- 
man was  fishing  at  Tampico  this  last  season, 
and  whilst  playing  a  fish  it  leaped  clear  out  of  the 
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water  and  fell  into  the  boat,  and  an  exciting  time 
followed  until  it  flopped  out  again.  Spearing  tarpon 
at  night  is  practised  by  the  Mexican  Indians  at 
many  places  on  the  Gulf,  but  not  much  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tampico.  Fishing  for  tarpon  is  exciting 
enough  for  the  short  time  the  fish  make  rushes  and 
leap  out  of  the  water,  but  when  this  comes  to  an 
end  and  the  fish  merely  pulls,  it  becomes  arm-aching 
work,  and,  in  the  writer's  opinion,  cannot  hold  the 
candle  to  salmon  fishing,  especially  if  with  the  fly. 
The  hotel  accommodation  is  very  inferior,  and  a 
really  good  meal  is  not  to  bo  obtained  in  the  town, 
but  probably  this  will  be  remedied  in  the  near  future. 
As  most  of  the  fishermen  who  catch  a  tarpon  wish 
to  take  one  away  as  a  souvenir  of  their  visit,  a  good 
taxidermist  would  no  doubt  have  a  very  lucrative 
business  there.  At  present  there  is  no  person  at 
Tampico  capable  of  mounting  a  fish  suitably ;  what 
is  done  is,  the  fish  are  skinned  and  cleaned  and 
treated  with  arsenic,  then  filled  with  straw  and 
roughly  sewn  up,  and  when  dry  are  shipped  to  their 
destination.  Wanderer. 


EEPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genehal  Remarks. — The  river  is  still 
coloured,  and  it  will  take  still  another  week  before  the 
lower  reaches  clear.  The  general  impression  is  that 
the  Loddon  has  coloured  the  Thames,  owing  to 
recent  rain,  whilst  some  anglers  believe  that  the  rain 
washed  a  large  number  of  leaves  from  the  trees  and 
that  these  have  caused  the  discoloration.  However, 
the  water  has  been  out  of  order  during  the  past  week. 
I  tried  Windsor  Weir  on  Monday  for  two  houis, 
but  without  result,  and  I  was  informed  that  sport 
theie  had  not  opened  well.  At  Old  Windsor  Weir 
little  has  been  done,  and  at  Bell  Weir,  above  Staines, 
although  the -shallows  have  been  full  of  barbel 
and  chub,  few  fish  have  been  caught.  Mr.  Rowles, 
the  experienced  local  angler,  said  the  river  was  not 
worth  fishing  whilst  in  its  present  condition.  There 
was  considerable  excitement  at  Teddington  Lock 
cutting  on  Sunday  evening,  when  a  double-sculling 
boat,  belonging  to  Mr.  H.  Milne,  of  Strawberry 
Vale,  and  containing  eight  adults  and  a  child, 
collided  with  a  barge  navigated  by  John  Scully,  of 
Surbiton  Hill.  One  side  of  the  boat  was  crushed 
in,  and  the  craft  soon  became  in  a  sinking  condition. 
Two  of  the  ladies  were  rescued  by  Mr.  Baker,  of 
Kingston,  and  the  others  managed  to  struggle  to 
the  bank,  all  being  in  a  wet  and  bedraggled  con- 
dition. The  occupants  of  the  boat  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Railt  and  a  child,  of  Hainholt,  Popes  grove  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Andrew,  Weiton-lane,  West 
Hampstead ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reik,  33,  Queen's- 
road,  Bayswater;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Frank 
and  Miss  E.  Alias,  33,  Queen"s-road,  Bayswater. 
The  Thames  Salmon  Association  has  placed  over 
700  more  parr  in  the  river  at  Taplow  and  Teddington. 
Though  thou'^ands  of  young  salmon  have  been 
turned  down  in  the  Thames  during  the  last  four 
years,  it  is  not  known  for  certain  that  any  have 
gained  the  sea,  but  the  association's  hopes  in  this 
connection  have  been  considerably  raised  by  the 
news  that  three  salmon  in  the  grilse  stage  have 
been  recently  caught  in  draw-nets  off  Leigh-on-Sea, 
which  is  at  tne  mouth  of  the  Thames.  At  Monday's 
meeting  of  the  Thames  Conservators  the  cliairman, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  in  reply  to  a  question, 
stated  that  the  Board  had  received  a  report 
from  the  Harbour  Master  with  regard  to  three 
salmon  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames. 
The  fish  taken  were  about  18in.  in  length  and 
2^lb.  in  weight.  They  were  all  taken  with  white- 
bait and  by  drag-nets.  One  of  the  fish  taken 
had  been  eaten,  the  disposal  of  another  was 
not  known,  and  the  third  was  sent  to  the  British 
Museum  for  preservation.  The  chairman  added 
that  he  understood  that  other  salmon  had  been 
caught.  During  May  the  water  companies 
absti  acted  from  the  Thames  4,3!)3-l  million  gallons, 
or  a  daily  average  of  14 1*7  million  gallons. — F.  H. 
Ami-hlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Sport  has  again  been  quiet 
during  the  past  week  ;  a  few  chub  up  to  2  Jib.  have 
been  caught,  and  three  trout  l)ave  been  taken.  A 
number  of  eels  up  to  nearly  4lb.  have  been  caught 
with  rod  and  line.  Barbel  are  not  feeding  at 
present,  and  regatta  traffic  will  spoil  the  angler's 
chances  in  the  open  stream  during  the  coming  week. 
The  water  is  a  much  better  colour,  but  the  stream 
is  very  slack. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Isleworth). — Richmond  Station,  near 
Richmond  Lock. — Fish  good  now,  dace  feeding  on 
gentles.    Mr.  Newham,  of  Wimbledon  Lake,  with 


Mr.  Hobson,  took  good  basket  of  fish,  roach  and 
dace,  on  June' 21.    Good  prospects. — H.  Tillier. 

Thames  (Twickenham). —  The  river  is  very 
bright  and  clear.  Several  carp  and  bream  have  been 
taken  by  patrons  of  H.  Harper,  C.  Brown,  and 
R.  Spong.  A  fine  trout  weighing  about  81b.  was 
picked  up  by  J.  Rix,  boatman  to  trlie  Twickenham 
Rowing  Club  ;  it  had  been  pinched.  Large  fish  are 
to  be  seen  all  over  the  place,  and  barbel  are  showing 
themselves ;  they  are  not  feeding  yet.  I  have  been 
out  three  days,  twenty  one  fish  on  June  22,  ditto  on 
June  25,  the  other  day  eleven,  lost  a  lot  of  fish, 
hooked  four.    Prospects  good. — Tom  Augur. 

Blagdon  Lake. — The  following  is  the'  catch  for 
the  week  ending  June  24  : — On  June  1!),  Mr.  Cater* 
caught  two  fish,  weighing  (ilb.  and  51b.  4oz.  ;  Dr. 
Allan*  one,  21b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Warne,  four,  I  lb., 
31b.  6oz.,  21b.  lOoz.,  and  21b.  3oz.  ;  Colonel  Kyrke, 
five,  61b.,  3lb.  9oz.,  21b.  4o7,.,  lib.  15oz.,  and 
I  lb.  8oz.  On  June  20,  R<?v.  A.  C.  Harman,  one, 
31b.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Warne,  four,  2lb.  Ooz.,  21b.  l2oz., 
nib.  2oz.,  and  41b.  6oz.  On  June  21,  Mr.  Bright, 
one,  31b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Budgett,  two,  2ib.  12oz.  and 
31b.  15oz.  On  June  22,  Mr.  A.  S.  Fawcett,  two, 
21b.  Goz.  and  lib.  14oz. ;    Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  two, 

I  lb.  4oz.  and  1  lb.  8oz.  On  June  23,  Mr.  Westrup, 
three,  4lb.  2oz.,  lib.  8oz.,  and  lib.  5oz.  Nearly 
all  the  fish  under  21b.  were  rainbows  put  in  this 
year.  Bank  fishing  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
on  account  of  the  banks  of  weeds.  Tliose  marked  * 
weie  taken  from  the  bank. 

Bottisham  Xiooks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week  anglers  have  been  favoured  with  glorious 
fishing  weather,  and  after  rain  at  intervals  the  colour 
of  the  water  is  grand.  A  lot  of  roach  have  been 
had  with  boiled  wheat,  up  to  I  Ooz.  each  in  fair 
condition.  The  bream  are  coming  on  fast,  good 
bags  had  from  41b.,  (ilb.,  81b.,  lOlb.  to  201b.  a  rod. 
largest  fish  weighed  from  1  lb.  8oz.  to  2lb.  4oz. 
Largest  perch  1  lb.  lOoz.  Anglers  are  delighted 
with  present  sport  amongst  the  bream. — John  O. 
GEOR(iE,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  Not  a  great 
deal  has  been  done  duiing  the  past  we'^k.  The 
water  has  continued  to  be  low  and  fine.  W.  Hors- 
will,  of  Stretchford,  landed  a  nice  .salmon  weighing 

I I  Jib  ,  and  also  a  truff  which  scaled  2lb.,  this  week. 
W.  Salisbury  also  had  a  9|lb.  fish,  whilst  Mr.  E. 
Distin  creeled  a  nice  dish  of  trout.  The  result  of  the 
analysis  of  the  fish  recently  found  dead  in  the  Merdie 
near  Buckfastleigh  showed  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  corrosive  or  metallic  poisoning. 
Although  pre.sumption  was  in  favour  of  poisoning 
there  was  nothing  to  sustain  the  opinion.  The  gills 
of  the  fish,  however,  were  clogged  by  low  vegetable 
growth  and  the  stomachs  contained  many  flies — in 
one  instance  several  hundreds.  It  was  stated  that 
the  fish  might  have  been  killed  by  weak  sulphuric 
acid,  traces  of  which  would  soon  disappear.  It  has 
been  reported  that  there  are  a  great  number  of 
cannibal  trout  in  the  higher  Dart,  and  it  has  been 
decided  that  Mr.  Martin,  a  member  of  the  Board, 
should  co  operate  with  the  water  bailiff  in  order  to 
try  and  exterminate  them. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Very  little  improvement 
is  noticeable  in  the  Exe,  Yeo,  Culm,  and  Creedy  ; 
although  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  very 
little  sport  has  been  obtainable.  Salmon  fishing  in 
the  Exe,  too,  is  somewhat  poor  up  to  the  present. 
A  few  nice  baskets  have  been  obtained  in  the  Carey. 
About  ICO  or  170  very  nice  trout  were  netted  from 
a  pool  below  Head  Weir  and  placed  in  the  Yeo. 
The  fish  had  evidently  got  in  the  hole  when  the  tide 
was  up,  but  when  it  receded  they  were  unable  to 
get  away. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — During  the  past  few  days 
angling  upon  this  river  has  continued  practically  at 
a  standstill,  owing  to  the  stagnant  condition  of  the 
water,  as  the  result  of  the  prolonged  drought 
throughout  the  district.  In  consequence  of  the 
adverse  conditions  few  anglers  are  out,  and  at  the 
time  of  writing  not  a  single  take  is  to  hand.  On 
Wednesday  evening  rain  commenced  to  fall  heavily, 
but  unfortunately  subsided  within  a  short  period, 
and  thus  would  have  no  material  effect  upon  the 
river,  as  several  heavy  spates  will  be  necessary  to 
improve  matters.  Sea  angling,  owing  to  the  preva- 
lence of  foggy  weather,  has  been  much  retarded, 
and  indifferent  sport  has  been  secured  by  a  limited 
number  of  enthusiasts  during  the  week.  From  the 
quays  a  few  moderate  takes  have  been  made  with 
the  bottom  line. — J.  Jackson. 

£ze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  heavy  thundery 
weather  and  great  heat  have  not  been  conducive  to 
good  sport,  and  the  rivers  are  low.  A  few  trout 
have  been  caught  in  the  early  mornings  and  late 
evenings  with  Black  Gnat,  Spinners,  Alder,  and 
Blue  Duns.  In  the  river  near  St.  David's  Station 
and  near  Cowley  some  good  roach  and  a  few  perch 
have  been  caught,  also  some  fine  eels,  and  the  same 
remarks  apply  to  the  canal.  Whitebait  have  been 
caught  at  the  renowned  Turf  Hotel  andatTopsham 
Locks,  the  first  catch  of  the  season  being  sent  as 


usual  custom  to  the  worthy  mayor,  Mr.  C.  Perry. 
Some  very  fine  bass  are  in  evidence,  and  on  Monday 
I  saw  one  boat  fisherman  who  landed  three  off 
Exmouth  Pier,  weighing  141b.  (best  fish  about  7lb.)- 
— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — With  the  exception  of 
pike  and  perch,  all  fish  can  be  caught  in  the  Lea  on 
July  1,  the  close  time  for  the  two  fish  specified 
extending  until  August  1.  The  fish  coming  into 
season  in  the  Lea  to-day  include  roach,  chub,  carp, 
barbel,  bream,  and  tench,  and  angler.s  are  looking 
forward  to  making  some  good  catches  of  roach  and 
bream.  The  water  is  clear,  and  the  finest  tackle  will 
be  necessary.  Good  bait  should  be  boiled  wheat, 
bloodworms,  paste  (white  and  coloured),  and  caddis 
grubs.  No  good  sport  with  Lea  dace  is  recorded, 
but  Mr.  Robinson  has  taken  a  fine  specimen  dace  of 
15oz.  in  the  Beane  at  Hertford.  Eels  up  to  2Jlb. 
have  been  caught  in  the  Lea.  Anglers  should  try 
the  weir-pools  now  for  bream  and  chub. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  fishing.  The  weeds  have  been  cut  and 
the  river  is  nice  and  clean.  Some  good  bags  of 
roach,  dace,  and  chub  have  been  taken ;  one  chub 
scaled  4  J  lb.  ;  some  of  the  citche.s  of  roach  and  dace 
averaging  from  201b.  to  301b.  Boats,  baits,  etc., 
from  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Roli-h. 

Ln^^  and  Arrow  (Laomlnstar). — Both  streams 
are  in  good  order,  and  a  few  anglers  have  been  out 
in  the  evening,  which  has  been  the  best  time  for 
sport,  and  some  nice  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
landed. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Htinting'don). — Water  very  clear,  sport 
rather  poor;  weeds  being  cut  between  Houghton 
and  Huntingdon  will  prevent  to  a  great  extent 
angling  in  that  length  of  water  for  the  next  few 
days,  after  which  I  feel  sure  sport  will  improve. — 
C.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
uech). — Some  local  thunderstorms  during  the  eaily 
part  of  this  week  have  done  very  much  towards 
keeping  all  the  rivers  in  this  neigbbourhood  in  good 
condition, but  more  rain  is  much  needed  as  the  rivers 
are  below  their  average  level  and  the  continued  hot 
weather  makes  anglingduringtheheatof  the  day  well- 
nigh  impossible,  and  the  best  sport  is  obtained  in  the 
early  morning  and  late  evening  with  trout  and  all 
kinds  of  fish.  Chub  are  now  very  plentiful  here, 
and  anglers  fond  of  that  sport  make  good  baskets, 
and  just  before  and  after  the  thunderstorms  are 
times  when  sport  is  also  very  brisk  all  round. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Sussex    Rivers    and    Chichester    Canal. — 

The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  conducive  to 
sport.  A  few  local  thunder  showers  have  been 
experienced,  but  the  wind  has  been,  as  a  rule, 
southerly  and  the  temperature  high  and  close. 
Strange  are  the  vagaries  of  fish,  and  in  the 
Cuckmere,  the  past  week  end,  sport  was  very 
meagre,  and  although  several  anglers  tried  the 
water,  nothing  worth  recording  was  taken. 
Fish  have  fed  well  in  the  Ouse.  At  Lewes  in  two 
days  Mr.  F.  Stevens  and  friend  captured  over  451b. 
of  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  C.  W.  Markwick  secured 
5Jlb. ;  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Jacobs  also  had  fair 
sport.  The  roach  are  in  poor  condition  and 
have  not  recovered  from  spawning — a  month 
later  would  be  beneficial,  tacked  on  to  the  close 
►  season,  as  far  as  roach  are  concerned.  From 
the  Adur  a  carp  of  2\\b.  and  soma  roach  were 
captured  by  Mr.  G.  Saunders,  and  small  carp,  roach 
and  dace  were  taken  by  Messrs.  E.  and  G.  Worcester. 
The  Canal  at  Chichester  is  affording  good  sport,  but 
the  fish  taken  are  small  and  out  of  condition. 
Bream  up  to  1  lb.,  a  perch  of  1  lb.  loz.,  a  few  roach 
— heaviest  8oz. — and  some  good  eels  are  among  the 
record  of  the  week.  Harbour  fishermen  are  getting 
bass  up  to  2lb.  at  Pilsea  piles,  flatfish,  and  eels. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  late  rain  refreshed  the 
streams  and  a  few  fishermen  took  the  advantage 
and  were  rewarded  with  some  nice  conditioned  trout. 
I  saw  one  l}lb.  taken  in  the  Simonsbath  water  and 
another  from  the  Bray,  and  a  gentleman  told  me  of 
one  from  the  Yeo.  Net  fishermen  complain  of  the 
few  salmon  and  cannot  account  for  the  fresh  fish  said 
to  be  taken  by  the  rod  and  line,  and  all  disappearing 
after  the  flood.  Trout  fishing  in  the  Lynn  is  good, 
and  many  a  holy  day  visitor  has  and  will  be 
rewarded  with  a  catcli  of  trout,  little  but  sweet. 
Summer  flies  (Devonshire)  killing. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  in  this  part  is  in 
splendid  order  for  fishing,  and  some  good  sport  has 
been  had  in  the  evening,  which  is  the  best  time  for 
fishing.  The  flies  to  use  are  Blue  Dun,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  Red  Spinner,  Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Gold 
Tip  Blue.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  good  with 
worm,  and  trout  1  lb.  and  l^lb.  landed.  Fishing  on 
the  Ludford  water  at  the  end  of  last  week  some  nice 
trout  were  taken  with  the  running  worm.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  Barton,  with  Blue  Dun,  landed  seven  - 
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MURTON'S 

UP-TO-DATE 
TACKLE. 


THE  LICHT  WEIGHT  FISHING 

JACKET.  In  tweed,  23/6. 

BLACK  PROOF  COATS, 

30  to  36  ins.  long,   with   Inner         -.  r 
Cufis,  extra  light,  17/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  NON-ABSORBENT 

FISHING  COAT.  Indraborfawncloth, 
double  texture,  very  light,  35/- 

OUR  NOTED  FISHING  STOCKINGS 

From  13/6. 
TROUSERS.  From  22/6,  guaranteed. 
BASKETS  &  CREELS.  Best  French,  No.  2, 3/3 ;  No.  3, 4/0  ;  No.  4,  5/0 ;  No.  5, 5/6 

OUR  TYNE  SIDE  FLY  ROD. 

Three  joints.  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,   and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  9  or  10  ft.,   7/6 ; 

11  ft.,  8/6 ;  12  ft.,  13/6. 

BETTER  QUALITY,  double-braized,  superior  fittings  and  finish, 
9ft.  (Itop),  10/6;  9ft.  (2 tops),  11/6;  10ft.  ditto,  12/0;  lift,  ditto,  12/6; 

12  ft.  ditto,  13/6. 

THE  WANSBEGK  TROUTING  ROD. 

In  two  joints,  all  Greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings,  wood 
button,  tenoned,  brazed,  handsomely  finished  in  partition  bag :  8,  8^,  9,  9J, 
or  10  ft.,  10/6 ;  lOJ,  11,  llj,  or  12  ft.,  12/6.  For  those  who  want"a  good 
serviceable  Rod  at  moderate  cost,  this  is  all  you  desire.  The  action  and 
finish  are  superior  to  many  higher  priced  Rods.  Ditto,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,8,8J,or  9  ft.,  12/6;  9J,  10,  or  lOJ  ft.,  14/6;  11,  llj,  or  12  ft.,  17/6. 

SEND  FOR  OUR  "ANGLERS'  GUIDE,"  Post  Free,  3  Stamps. 
UCMDV  A     MIIDTnM  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 

iiLlIn  I  Hi  iTlUn  I  Uni  8&io,grainger  street, newcastle-on-tyne 


BENETFINK 


THE  GREAT  CITY  DEPOT  FOR  ALL 

FISHING  REQUISITES. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted        ...    from  2/5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING  ...  5/- 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish    „  8/6 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUNT  RODS    5/6  and  9/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  PIKE  and 

SEA  RODS  21/- 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  GREENHEART 
FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case.  Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch 
Fittings,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft  21/- 


"^^arB^r™  CARRIAGE  PAID 


TO  ANY  ADDRESS  IX 
THE  UNITED  KINCJDOM. 


SEA 
RODS. 


Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancowood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  with  Pulley 

End  Ring,  8  ft.,  4/-  net. 
Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  Pulley  End 

Ring,  Rubber  Button,  Superior  Finish,  8  ft.,  7/6  net. 
Ash,  3  Joints,  Stained  Butt  and  Joint,  Lancewood  Top, 
Upright  Rings,  Brazed  and  Fitted  for  Winch,  Rubber 
Button,  Pulley  Top,  10  ft.,  8/6. 

TROUT  &  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  IWz. 

WADING  NETS,  with  Clip,  from  4/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATU RA  L,  MEDI UM,  &  STRONG  CASTS,  3  yds.,  6d.  &  8d. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8cl.  each. 


WKITE 
FOR 


FISHING  CATALOGUE 


POST 
FREE. 


Please  mention 
"  Gazette." 


BENETFINK  &  CO., 

107  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G.  5 


P,  D. 


MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitable  for  aO  parts  of  the  world. 


TEN  GOLD  AND  OTSJEB  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.       New  Patent  Bralce  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit, 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  nert 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  oft.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

Tbe  following  are  a  lew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kiugflsher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T  P  R  w  rites  ■"  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it- is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  neyer 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 
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teen  grayling  and  five  trout,  the  trout  averaging 
from  Jib.  and  lib.  each. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Our  northern  rivers  and  bums  are  dead 
low.  On  the  North  Tyne  some  good  creels  of  trout 
have  been  killed  with  minnow  and  upstream  worm 
fishing.  The  dace  are  having  a  fine  time  with  the 
black  swarm,  and  good  creels  have  been  killed  with 
the  Winged  Black  Gnat,  tipped  with  a  very  small 
maggot.  The  Green  Drake  has  accounted  for  a 
good  take  of  trout  on  the  Blythe.  The  Coquet  is 
very  low  and  fine,  and  shade  fishing  is  the  only 
successful  way  of  killing  fish.  Drop  minnow, 
worms,  and  dock  grub  are  doing  the  business.  At 
Warkworth  and  Acklington  some  fine  baskets  have 
been  killed ;  the  sparling  are  fairly  on  the  worm. 
Fishing  at  Newburn  some  baskets  from  fifty  to  over 
300  are  killed  daily.  Sea-fishing  on  the  coast  is  in 
good  swing,  and  good  catcher  of  codling,  whiting 
and  flatters  come  in  by  every  boat.  I  hope  to  have 
similar  luck  on  Thursday. — Hy.  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  rise  last  week  did  not  have 
any  lasting  effect  on  the  river,  wliich  is  now  in 
consequence  of  the  prevailing  very  hot  weather 
very  low  and  clear.  There  is  no  salmon  angling. 
A  number  of  salmon  have  been  seen  in  Pool 
Gardner  below  Newbridge,  but  there  have  been  no 
successes  reported  with  the  rod  and  lino  for  three 
weeks.  The  river  was  netted  on  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday by  the  association  water-bailifls,  but  very 
few  fish  were  taken.  A  few  trout  are  being  taken 
in  the  evenings. — T.  Rees. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Fair  catclies  have  been 
made,  including  jack  of  41b.  and  bream  up  to  2ilb., 
and  prospects  aie  improving  daily. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  fly-fishing  during 
tlie  past  week,  and  some  very  nice  baskets  of  both 
trout  and  grayling  have  been  taken.  Many  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  Wye,  and  the  greater  part 
of  them  have  been  successful  in  obtaining  a  very 
nice  lot  of  good  fish.  Creels  of  five  to  eight  and 
nine  brace  have  been  quite  common.  The  Der- 
went,  too,  as  it  cleared  from  the  dark  brown  wood- 
land water,  afforded  very  good  sport,  both  fly 
and  bottom  (where  the  latter  mode  is  allowed). 
The  higher  reaches  of  this  river,  Hathersage  and 
Chatsworth  fisheries,  have  yielded  a  grand  lot  of 
fish,  some  anglers  taking  from  six  to  nine  brace ; 
also  the  Dailey  Dale  Club's  water  afforded  its 
members  and  day  ticket  holders  very  nice  baskets, 
Mr.  Barber  taking  eight  brace,  and  on  another  occa- 
sion one  brace,  one  of  these  latter  weighing  31b.  and 
the  other  21b.  l'2oz.  Also  Mr.  Clay  and  several  (jther 
anglers  have  had  nice  little  catches.  The  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  afforded  a 
nice  few  good  fish,  Messrs.  W.  Dale  three-and-a- 
half  brace,  D.  P.  Pearson  two  to  four  fish,  W. 
Kirkland  two  to  four  fish,  also  several  other 
local  anglers  three  and  four  fish,  these  have 
all  been  taken  in  the  evening.  Those  who  have 
fished  below  Cromford,  too,  have  secured  three  tj 
five  brace  each,  and  the  px'ospect  is  still  good  as  we 
are  having  a  few  showers  of  rain.  Evening  is  the 
best  time.  Useful  flies:  Ash  Dun,  Yellow  Dun, 
Black  Gnat,  Little  Dark  Spinner,  Mr.  Cooper's  Little 
Grey  I'ly,  and  for  evening  large  Yellow  Dun,  Alder 
Fly,  and  Orange  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  June  24,  there  has  been  very 
little  angling  in  the  upper  waters  of  above  rivers, 
owing  to  the  very  hut  weather  and  thunderstorms. 
In  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Yore  sport  has  been 
fair.  On  Monday  last,  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Topham, 
Mr.  Longbotham,  Mr.  Caley  and  myself  fished 
the  Danby  water  and  succeeded  in  getting  a 
few  brace  of  very  nice  trout.  In  the  lower 
reaches  at  Masliam,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon  some 
very  fair  sport  lias  been  met  with,  the  best 
baskets  of  trout  being  gut  with  spinning  the 
minnow  on  the  small  Chapman,  also  the  worm 
fished  well  upstream.  A  great  number  of  anglers 
have  been  at  Boroughbridge  but  sport  in  this 
district  has  only  been  poor.  An  odd  brace  or  so  of 
trout  have  been  caught,  one  weighing  close  upon  31b. 
The  Swale  has  been  slightly  freshened  up  and  some 
fine  sport  has  been  met  in  the  district  of  Richmond. 
In  the  "Broken  Dub"  at  the  foot  of  Richmond 
Castle  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  George  Earl,  jun., 
caught  a  splemfid  specimen  of  the  common  brown 
trout  weighing  3Jlb.,  being  over  19in.  long;  the  fish 
is  being  set  up.  In  the  lower  districts  sport  has 
been  quiet  amongst  the  coarse  fish.  The  Wharfe  is 
low  and  clear,  sport  has  only  been  of  a  moderate 
character,  owing  to  the  droughty  weather.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  to  Fewston  and  found  the  reservoir 
very  low.  Mr.  W.  H.  Grassham  and  Mr.  J.H.R.  Bazley 
had  nice  sport,  killing  23  good  trout.  Mr.  E.  Boden 
got  a  fine  roach  weighing  I  lb.  lOoz.  from  Wolley 
Dam.  In  the  district  of  Addingham,  Bolton  Woods 
and  Ilkley,  a  few  nice  baskets  have  been  got.  In 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  sport  amongst  the 
coarse  fish  has  been  fair.    On  Monday  last  whilst 


fishing  for  barbel  Mr.  M.  Clayton  caught  a  fine  pike 
weighing  Kilb.  on  fine  undrawn  gut.  Mr.  Clayton 
had  half-an-hour  struggling.with  it.  The  fish  is  being 
set  up.  At  SheptonJ  Petty  Sessions  on  Saturday 
last  the  West  Riding  Fishery  Board  charged  George 
Smith,  weaver,  of  Culne,  and  Harry  Slater,  labourer, 
Salterforth,with  poisoning  the  Earby  Beck,  between 
Barnoldswick  and  Earby,  with  chloride  of  lime. 
Prisoners  were  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stream  on 
May  24,  and  it  was  afterwards  found  to  be  fouled, 
a  packet  of  poison  being  discovered.  Slater  admitted 
his  guilt  and  was  committed  to  prison  for  two 
months,  and  Smith  to  one  month's  imprisonment. 
On  Saturday  whilst  fishing  in  the  Old  Darron,  near 
Rillington,  Malton,  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Norton,  caught  a 
fine  pike  weighing  181b. ;  it  measured  44in.  in  length 
and  19in.  girtli,  and  was  caught  with  a  live  dace. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Piokersgill  caught  a  fine  barbel  weighing 
51b.  52oz.  from  the  Wharfe,  at  Tadeaster.  Spoit 
will  be  slow  until  there  is  some  rain.  The  weather 
keeps  very  bright  and  sultry. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). — Mr. 

Menzies,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig  for  a  few  hours  in 
a  broiling  sun,  on  June  23,  caught  twenty-one  tr  )ut. 
Altnacealgaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.;. 

— Weather  very  hot  and  bright.  The  following  is 
a  summary  of  the  baskets  since  last  reported:  — 
On  June  20,  Mr.  Stanfield,  Nottingham,  on  Cama, 
two  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  101b.  ;  Captain  Watson, 
Hawick,  on  same  loch,  forty,  121b.  ;  Messrs.  Lock- 
wood  and  Steel,  London,  five  dozen,  18ilb.  ;  and 
Messrs.  Clarke,  Cooper,  and  Mudd,  Lincoln,  on 
Loch  Boarlan,  seven  and  a  half  dozen,  231b.  Total 
for  the  day  220  trout,  180 Jib.  As  the  saroe 
anglers  were  out  on  the  21st,  and  baskets  somewhat 
similar,  details  need  not  be  given.  On  22nd,  Lochs 
Mheallain,  V^eyatie,  Cama,  and  Urigill  were  fished. 
Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Steel  landed  forty-five  trout, 
151b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Woodsworth,  Newark,  twenty, 
8lb.;  Messrs. Cooper,  Clarke,  and  Mudd,  eighty,  26lb.; 
Mr.  Stanfield,  fitty-one,  101b. ;  and  Capt.  Wat=on, 
fifty,  121b.  Total  for  the  day,  240,  71  1b.  On 
23rd  the  best  baskets  were : — Mr.  and  Miss 
Woodsworth,  fifty-four,  16  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Stanfield, 
thirty-two,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Coorer  and  Clark©  twenty- 
four,  101b.,  and  a  jerox  of  21b.;  Messrs.  Cuulson 
nineteen,  51b. ;  and  Col.  and  Lieut.  Whittle,  eighteen, 
Olb.  On  the  24tli,  Mr.  and  Miss  Woodswortli  were 
again  at  the  bead  of  the  list  with  ninety  trout, 
23nb. ;  Captain  Watson  thirty-six,  14Jlb.  and  a 
ferox  31b  2oz.  (a  beauty,  taken  with  fly) ;  Col.  and 
Lieut.  Whittle,  forty,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Coulson  twenty- 
eight,  OJlb.,  besides  a  ferox  of  3|lb. ;  Messrs.  Lock- 
wood  and  Steel,  twenty-four,  9Jlb. ;  and  Mr. 
Stanfield,  nineteen,  61b.  On  Monday,  the  26th, 
sport  equally  good,  but  want  of  time  and  space 
forbids  details  at  present. — B. 

Beauly. — No  rain  has  yet  fallen  in  the  Beauly 
district,  with  the  result  that  the  river  is  lower 
than  it  has  been  at  this  date  during  the  past  six 
years.  Fishing  on  the  lower  reaches  was  conse- 
quently out  ot  the  question,  and  on  these  waters, 
which  were  giving  record  sport  at  this  date  last 
year,  the  lessee,  Mr.  Pilkington,  did  not  cast  a  fly 
during  the  week.  A  few  sea-trout  weie  landed  in 
the  tidal  waters  by  anglers  from  Moniach  Castle, 
the  best  basket  being  71b.,  and  the  heaviest  trout 
21b.  2oz.  Netting,  too,  was  prosecuted  on  June 
21  and  24  without  the  usual  results,  only  some 
forty  salmon  and  grilse  having  been  landed  during 
the  two  days.  The  fish  are  plentiful  in  the  firth,  but 
rain  is  badly  needed  to  bring  them  into  the  river. 
CoNON. — Only  one  grilse  was  landed  during  the 
week  by  anglers  on  the  Conon,  the  fish,  which 
weighed  S^b.,  being  got  on  the  upper  reaches. 
About  twenty-five  salmon  and  grilse  were  taken  in 
the  nets,  but  the  exceptionally  low  state  of  the 
waters  is  acting  as  a  deterrent  to  fish  taking  the 
river.  River  Glass. — Anglers  from  the  Cannich 
Hotel,  Strathglass,  fishing  the  Glassburn  waters  on 
the  River  Glass,  had  nice  baskets  during  the  week. 
Mr.  Ever-ihed  was  out  daily,  and  had  an  average  of 
two  dozen  trout  per  day,  the  heaviest  trout 
turning  the  scales  at  21b.  6oz.  Lochs  Ldichart 
AND  Gakvb. — Anglers  from  the  Garve  Hotel  were 
out  daily  on  Loch  Luichart,  and  had  baskets  of 
trout  up  tj  81b.  per  day,  while  one  angler  landed  a 
voracious  pike  of  151b.  The  Strathpeffer  visitors 
who  fished  Loch  Garve  had  some  fair  creels.  On 
two  days  the  weather  was  too  calm  and  bright. 
On  June  19  and  20,  two  boats  out  from  the  Garve 
Hotel  brought  in  baskets  of  1 1  lb.  and  71b.  respec- 
tively, the  iieaviest  being  a  beauty  of  21b.  lOoz. 
—A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — In  the  upper  waters 
above  Langholm  one  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
keepers  had  a  basket  of  nine  sea-trout,  largest  3{lb. 
Mr.  A.  MacMillan,  four  sea- trout  in  the  Island 
Pool;  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson,  four.  In  the  Lang- 
holm water,  Mr.  Jefferies  caught  two  sea-trout; 
Mr.  J.  Morrison,  two ;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  two,  and  Mr. 


W.  Ross  six  ;  Mr.  T.  Bell,  five,  Mr.  Alex.  Johnstone, 
six  ;  Mr.  J.  Barnfather,  four;  Mr.  Archd.  Thompson, 
two  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Ewart,  two  ;  Mr.  A.  Irving,  two  ;  Mr. 
J.  Brydon,  two  ;  Mr.  G.  M.  Little,  two  ;  Mr.  Weather- 
stone,  four;  Mr.  J.  Charlton,  two;  Mr.  J.  Scott, 
three :  Mr.  J.  Paters jn,  two  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Young,  three, 
while  several  anglers  located  at  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas' 
Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  have  been  very  successful 
with  sea-trout  and  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Borthwick 
had  six  sea-trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk. 
Several  sea-trout  have  been  got  in  the  Broomhoim 
reserved  water,  and  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
water  below  Glenfirra  Pool  and  the  Skipper's  Pool. 
Mr.  J.  .lardine  had  three  sea-trout  and  some  yellow 
trout  in  the  mid-reaches.  Fishing  in  Canoribie 
water,  Mr.  D.  Little  had  a  small  salmon.  Mr.  B. 
Neilson  had  a  fish  of  71b.  in  the  Double  water ; 
Mr.  W.  Irving  a  dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  T. 
Steel  four  sea-trout  in  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  J. 
Brockbank  two,  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  Greenburn, 
two  and  some  yellow  trout,  Mr.  McKune,  three,  Mr. 
Tom  Graham,  two,  Mr.  Reginald  Steel  and  Messrs. 
Wm.  and  D.  Murray  each  some  sea-trout  and 
yellow  trout.  Mr.  J.  Oliver  had  two  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  A. 
Porteous  and  Mr.  J.  Graham,  three  sea-trout  each. 
In  the  lower  reaches  Mr.  R.  H.  Monkhouse  had 
seven  sea-trout  in  the  Graham  Arms  Hotel  water, 
and  Rev.  J.  Graham,  two.  On  the  Liddle,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Mitchell  creeled  seventeen  sea-trout  and 
forty-six  yellow  trout  in  the  mid-reaches.  Mr.  J. 
Armstrong  had  a  grand  basket  in  the  upper  waters, 
and  a  few  yellow  trout  in  Hermitage.  Mr.  Elliot 
had  Gib.  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  Wender,  Newlands, 
two  sea- trout  and  some  yellow  trout. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Since 
last  reported  only  one  fish  got  in  the  whole  river, 
which  is  now  almost  dried  up.  A  few  weeks  ago 
there  were  anglers  on  Invercharron,  Gledfield,  Brae- 
langwell,  Gruinards,  Amat,  and  Glencalvie  waters, 
but  gradually  they  all  disappeared  along  with  the 
sport — not  one  left.  During  the  past  week  the 
nettings  did  fairly  well.  Mr.  Anderson's  Inver- 
charron showed  a  considerable  falling  off  as  com- 
pared with  tlie  previous  week;  there  was  just  a 
perceptible  decrease  on  the  Balnagown  fishings, 
Kyle  of  Sutherland;  but  on  Mr.  Andiew  Carnegie's 
Skibo  fishings,  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth, 
there  was  a  substantial  increase.  From  all  the 
fishings  combined  it  is  estimated  that  the  salmon 
consigned  to  Billingsgate  and  other  markets  in 
the  course  of  the  week  would  aggregate  about 
22Jcwt. — B. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— On  June 
19,  Mr.  Hannay,  on  Head  Assynt,  caught  five  trout, 
lOlb.,  and  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Ramsden.  on  Loch 
Awe,  eleven  trout,  71b.  On  June  20,  Mr.  Hawkins, 
on  Mid  Assynt,  nine,  41b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head 
Assynt,  twenty-four,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Hill 
Lochs,  five,  91b.  On  June  22,  Mr.  Hawkins,  on 
Loch  Awe,  fifteen,  71b.;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch 
Assynt,  three.  31b.  ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Hill  Loch, 
forty-eight,  241b.  On  June  23,  Mr.  Thomson,  on 
Head  Assynt,  one  salmon,  221b.  On  June  24,  Mr. 
Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-two  trout,  121b.  ; 
Mr.  C.  Finch,  on  River  Loanan,  two,  21b;  Mr, 
Ramsden,  on  Castle  Bay,  six,  61b. ;  Mr.  Hawkins, 
on  West  Assynt,  two,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Finch,  on  Head 
Assynt,  one,  41b.  On  June  26,  Mr.  Webb,  on  Castle 
Bay,  five,  151b. ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Loch  Awe,  fifteen, 
81b. ;  Mr.  Sammons,  on  Loch  Assynt,  six,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
C.  Finch,  on  River  Inver,  thirty,  18Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Ramsden,  on  Hill  Lochs,  six,  4Jlb. — W.  Wallace. 

Lochinver  (Culag  Hotel). — On  June  20,  Mr. 
Usher,  twenty -four  trout,  9  Jib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waters,  thirteen,  5]lb. ;  Dr.  Skinner,  nine,  41b. ; 
Mr.  Bennett,  twenty-one,  6|lb.  ;  Messrs.  Loveridge 
and  Henderson,  fifteen,  9 fib.  On  June  21,  Mr. 
Constable,  eight,  41b. ;  Mr.  Bennett,  three,  IJlb.  ; 
Mr.  Hay,  three,  l|lb.  On  June  22,  Mr.  Bennett, 
twenty-five,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Waters,  twenty-four,  91b. ; 
Dr.  Skinner,  twenty-six,  141b.  On  June  23,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Waters,  twenty,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Bennett,  nine- 
teen, 7£lb. ;  Dr.  Skinner,  two,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Hunt, 
twenty-tour,  91b.  On  June  24,  Mr.  Hunt,  twenty- 
three,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Bennett,  twenty-four,  6Jlb. ;  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Skinner  (sea),  three  sea-trout,  4|lb.,  3^Ib., 
and  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  Constable  (sea),  one  sea-trout,  21b.  ; 
Dr.  Mackenzie,  twelve  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Paulin,  twenty-eight,  81b.  On  June  26,  Mr.  and 
Miss  Paulin,  twenty-eight,  81b. ;  Dr.  Skinner,  one 
grilse,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Bennett,  seventeen  trout,  91b. ; 
Mr.  Hunt,  twenty-four,  61b. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — There  is  now  some 
appearance  of  a  breakdown  in  the  weather. 
Scarcely  a  drop  of  rain  has  fallen  this  month,  but 
on  Tuesday  a  thunderstorm  brought  a  sharp  shower 
and  there  is  every  appearance  of  more  rain  and 
electrical  disturbances.  Nothing  has  been  attemp- 
ted with  the  rod  this  week  but  to-day  (July  1)  an 
interesting  match  will  be  held  between  an 
Edinburgh  and  a  Glasgow  Angling  Club.  Perch  are 
very  plentiful,  and  are  being  captured  in  large 
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numbers  by  the  pike-netters,  the  warm  weather 
bringing  them  close  in  shore.  About  a  cart-load 
is  the  present  daily  catch.  Very  few  perch  fishers 
have  been  out,  and  their  takes  have  been  generally 
light. — RoBT.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.)- — Fishing  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  June  21  Mr.  Luddington  killed  a 
salmon  of  91b.  on  Loch  Ness,  and  Mr.  Harold 
Thomas  eleven  trout,  3Jlb.,  on  Loch  Mhor.  On 
June  22,  fishing  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Luddington  killed 
a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  on  June  23  Mr.  Tilston  one  of 
4ilb.  On  June  27,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  Messrs.  R.  M. 
and  C.  R.  Logan  had  a  nice  basket  of  twenty-eight 
trout,  lopb.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Bannoch  (Loch  Kannoch  Hotel). — While 
out  fishing  from  the  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel  on  June 
21,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler,  of  Manchester,  had  12 
trout;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Naysmith,  of  Cupar- Fife,  had 

14  trout;  Mr.  Gow,  13  trout;  Mr.  T.  Greig,  of  Las- 
sintullich,  12  trout;  and  Messrs.  Knowles  and 
Roberts,  21  trout.    On  June  23,  Mr.  Kessler  had 

15  trout,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Naysmith  18  trout.  On 
June  24,  Mr.  Kessler  had  9  trout,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Naysmith,  12  trout.  On  June  27,  Major  Murray 
Menzies  had  9  trout ;  Messrs.  Wright,  7  trout ;  and 
Messrs.  Knowles  and  Roberts,  4  trout,  one  weisliing 
lib.— G.  G. 

North  of  Scotland. —  Dee,  Don,  etc. — The 
rivers  are  down  to  dead  summer  level,  and  so  foul 
and  dirty  that  what  water  is  left  is  quite  unfishable 
from  long  accumulations  of  aquatic  growth.  An 
occasional  red  fish  is  being  got  in  the  deeper  pools, 
and  some  good  trout  and  not  a  few  grilse  in  the 
necks  of  the  reaches  about  Banchory  and  Kincar- 
dine O'NeU,  chiefly  at  late  evening  or  again  in  the 
early  morning.  Till  a  good  rattling  flood  comes 
little  change  or  chance  of  reasonable  sport  need  be 
expected.  Very  general  satisfaction  (from  the 
King  downwards,  no  doubt)  is  expressed  on  Deeside 
at  the  estates  of  Glentana  passing  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  George  Coates,  of  Paisley,  who  has  during  his 
tenancy  endeared  himself  to  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. The  estate  changed  hands  at  the  sum  of 
£155,000.  It  is  one  of  the  best  salmon  fisheries  in 
the  north.— G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg^,  N  B.).— 
Although  angling  conditions  have  not  been  favour- 
able, some  good  baskets  have  been  made.  On  June 
21,  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright,  Essex,  had  the  heaviest 
with  53  trout,  14|lb.,onLochMerkland;  Mr.  Leake, 
King's  Lynn,  was  next  with  38  trout,  121b.  (heaviest 
21b.),  on  Loch  Griam  ;  Col.  and  Miss  Dixon,  London, 
on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty,  1 1  Jib.  ;  Chancellor  Pres- 
cott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  Carlisle,  on  Top  Shin,  twenty- 
three,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mis9  Dawson,  Scarborough, 
twenty,  101b.  Total  for  the  day,  164  trout,  551b. 
As  the  sport  of  the  following  day,  June  22,  was 
similar  and  by  the  same  anglers,  details  are  not 
necessary.  On  June  23,  Chancellor  Prescott  and 
Mr.  Prescott,  on  Loch  Merkland,  forty-two  trout, 
IS^lb.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Dawson,  on  Loch  Griam, 
thirty -eight,  9|lb,  ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright,  on  Upper 
Flag,  thirteen,  4ilb.,  besides  a  splendid  sea-trout 
weighing  7^1b. ;  CoJ.  and  Miss  Dixon,  on  Lower 
Flag,  twenty-one,  81b.  On  June  24  it  was  so  bright 
that  very  few  anglers  were  out.  Dr.  and  Miss 
Wright,  on  Loch  Griam,  thirty-two,  91b  ;  Chancellor 
Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  on  Upper  Fiag,  seventeen, 
6Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Dawson,  on  Top  Shin  (one 
hour  only),  three.  2|lb.  On  June  26  the  best  basket 
was  by  Chancellor  Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  on 
Loch  Griam,  forty-two,  14Jlb. — B. 

Soourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.).— 
Quite  a  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  on  the 
various  waters,  including  Lochs  Gorm,  Whinich, 
Chams,  Na-Hadh,  Hill  Lochs,  North  Lochs, 
Duartmore,  etc.  On  June  20,  which  was  very 
stormy,  Mr.  Marchant,  Kent,  five  trout,  3Jlb.  ; 
Hon.  Mr.  Coke,  Saxmundham.  four,  3 Jib.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fellowes,  Saxmundham.  twenty.  4yb.  ; 
Rev.  J.  T.  Mitchell,  Liverpool,  three,  31b. ;  and  Dr. 
Heardmore,  Yorks,  three,  Olb.  On  June  21,  so 
stormy  only  one  beat  fished,  namely.  North 
Lochs;  baskets  ranged  up  to  fourteen  trout, 
4^1b.  On  June  22,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellowes, 
twelve  trout,  101b.;  Hon.  Mr.  Coke,  six,  71b.; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Cobb,  Yorks,  a  basket  of  KJlb.  ; 
Mr.  Thurburn,  Inverness,  five,  31b. ;  Rev.  J.  T. 
Mitchell,  five,  3ilb.,  Rev.  J.  T.  Mitchell,  ten,  5^1b.  ; 
and  Dr.  Heardmore,  seven,  61b.  June  23  was 
exceptionally  fjright  and  most  adverse  to  fishing. 
Hon.  Mr.  Coke,  six  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Fellowes, 
three,  .'}|b. ;  Mr.  Cobb,  Yorks,  three,  31b. ;  and  Mr. 
Thurburn,  two.  IJlb.  June  24th  may  in  every  way 
be  characterised  as  similar  to  .June  23.  without 
going  into  details.  On  June  26  the  best  baskets 
were  by  Mrs.  Theodosius,  London,  on  Loch  Gorm, 
thirty  trout,  7Jlb.  ;  Hon.  Mr.  Coke,  London,  four, 
41b.  ;  Mr.  Thurhurn  two,  IJlb. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Weather  so  bright  and 
water  so  low  that  good  sport  is  out  of  the  question. 
Since  last  reported  up  to  beginning  of  this  week  only 
the  following  fish  have  been  captured  by  anglers 
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from  the  Sutherland  Arms  :  On  June  19  Mr.  Wick- 
stead  landed  a  salmon  of  91b..  and  Miss  Alice 
Buxton  a  61b.  grihe.  The  rest  of  the  week  was 
blank  until  June  23,  when  Mrs.  Burbeek  caught  a 
51b.  grilse,  and  Mr.  Buxton  a  salmon  of  161b.  No 
change  in  the  weather  as  yet  (Wednesday  morning). 
— B. 

Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.). — The 

following  sport  has  recently  been  obtained  by 
anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel.  On  June  2 1 
Major  Brooker,  Chatham,  on  Loch  Shin,  five  trout 
3Jlb.  ;  and  Messrs.  Tucker,  London,  twenty-five, 
15lb.  On  22nd,  Major  Brooker,  on  Loch  Cracail, 
eleven  trout,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Wright,  Shrewsbury,  on 
Loch  Shin,  ten,  4|lb. ;  Mr.  Clarke.  Dalbeattie, 
eleven,  4|lb. ;  Mr.  Monis,  Stafford,  three,  Iflb., 
and  a  ferox  of  l|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Copeland,  St. 
Leonards,  eight,  41b.,  and  a  ferox  of  l^lb.  On 
the  23rd.  Major  Brooker,  on  Loch  Beanoch,  eight, 
41b.  ;  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  one.  Jib. ;  Mr. 
W.  R.  Tucker,  London,  four,  21b. ;  and  Messrs. 
Wright,  five,  21b.  On  24th,  Major  Brooker, 
Chatham,  on  Shinness,  nine,  3-}lb  ;  Messrs.  Tucker, 
on  Loch  Shin,  one  ferox.  If  lb. ;  and  Mr.  W.  R. 
Tucker,  one  ferox,  2|lbs.  On  26th,  Mr.  Carlyon, 
Hants,  landed  a  very  fine  ferox  of  81b.,  besides  a 
basket  of  sixteen  trout,  71b.,  on  Shinness;  and  Mr. 
Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  thirteen  trout,  5^1b. — B. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).  —  Weather 
been  very  hot  and  sunny,  with  a  glaring  sun,  water 
very  low  ;  during  week  Miss  Keating  secured  one 
peal  81b. ;  Mrs.  Agnew  one  peal  61b.  ;  Mr.  Agnew 
one  peal  51b. ;  Mr.  Berridge  one  peal  61b. ;  Mr. 
Matthews  one  peal  71b. ;  Capt.  Rotheram  two  peal 
61b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Willcox  one  white  trout  1  Jib. — 
Jock  Scott. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — Trout  rose  freely  to  natural  flies 
after  sunset  on  all  the  stretches,  but  they  took  all 
imitations  of  the  fly-dresser's  art  badly,  and  only  a 
few  brace  were  caught  on  the  best  sections.  The 
east  wind  and  bright  sunshine  which  have  been  too 
long  experienced  again  prevailed  during  the  week, 
and  the  much  heated  surface  waters  of  Lough  Neagh 
have  raised  the  temperature  so  much  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  .river  that  trout  have  refused  all 
lures,  the  only  stations  where  a  little  sport  can  yet 
be  obtained  being  at  Kilrea  and  Portglenone. 
Salmon  are  coming  in  from  the  sea  with  every  tide, 
but  they  are  rising  short  to  the  fly,  only  three  being 
caught  on  that  lure  during  the  week,  the  shrimp, 
spoon  and  worm  accounting  f^r  twenty-five.  Dr. 
Smith  caught  eleven  salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from 
Gib.  to  171b. ;  Colonel  Alison,  ten,  ranging  Irom  31b. 
to  101b. ;  Mr.  Show,  four,  ranging  from  51b.  to  81b., 
at  Caronroe;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  one  salmon  121b.,  and 
Mr.  Ardill,  two,  6.ilb.  and  121b.,  at  Kilrea. — Daniel 
O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  ran  low  again 
this  week,  and  comparatively  little  sport  was  had 
on  them.  On  .June  26,  Mr.  J.  Stewart  Kerr,  fishing 
the  clear  water  worm  on  the  bridge  reaches  of  the 
Glenavy,  killed  twenty-seven  trout  from  Jib.  to 
21b.,  and  all  in  tine  condition.  Some  smaller  catches 
were  made  on  the  Comber,  Clady,  Sixmile,  and 
Crumlin.  The  Crossgar  kept  in  good  order  for  a  few 
days,  but  the  trout  did  not  rise  so  well  as  usual. 
Trouting  on  the  Stoneyford  and  Woodburn  waters 
fell  off  a  bit.  To-day  (July  1)  the  Antrim- road 
Basin  will  be  reopened  for  trouting  by  the  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association.  The  lato  Viscount  Massereene 
and  Ferrard,  whose  death  took  place  in  London 
this  week,  was  a  patron  of  the  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association. — J.  A.  B. 

Galway  Fishery. — The  following  is  the  catch 
for  the  week  ending  .June  17  : — Rev.  Joseph  Adams, 
41b.,  CJlb.,  61b.,  51b.,  51b.,  4ilb.  Mr.  Richard  Wall 
Morris,  71b.,  51b.,  91b.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  51b.,  51b., 
6pb.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  81b.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  121b.,  51b,,  6.ilb., 
7ilb.,61b.,  4ilb.    Captain  Macgowan,  6Jlb.,  3|lb., 


61b.,  51b.,  51b.,  Olb.,  OJIb.,  4lb.,  .51b.,  7Jlb.,  Silb. 
6lb.,  OJlb.,  5^1b.,  61b.,  O.ilb.,  51b.,  .51b.,  Oilb.,  3ilb., 
61b.,  2ilb.,  4Jlb.,  61b.,  51b.,  .51b  ,  H^\b.,  61b.,  41b, 
41b.,  71b.,  71b.,  6ilb.,  4Jlb.,  5ilb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  7ilb., 
4Jlb.     Colonel  Underwood,    41b.,  61b.,  51b.,  .51b, 
6Jlb.,  6Ib.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  Ulh.,  4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  .5ilb.,  Olb., 
OAlb.,  6Jlb  ,  .51b.,  61b.,  5|lb.,  .5lb.    Captain  Steward, 
5ilb.,  41b.,  51b.,  7Jlb.,  .5ib.,  4Jlb.,  5Alb.,  .51b.,  5JIb.. 
4Jlb.,  OJlb..  4Jlb.,  5.^1b  ,  5ilb.,  4Jlb.,  Hilh.,  rAlb., 
.5ib.,  4Jlb  .  91b.,  .^Jlb.,  51b..  5ilb.,  51b.,  5ilh.,  31b., 
51b.,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,   cm..  SJlb.,   Oilb.,   7ilb..  .5Ib. 
Dr.  Whito,  4 Jib.,  51b.,  Olb.,  11  lb.,  71b.,  5rilb.,  OJlb  . 
7Jlb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  .51b,  7Jlb.,  7ilb.,  .51b;, 
61b.,  4Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  .5Jlb.,  5Jlb  ,  .51b..  7ilb.,  4.}lb., 
.51b,  51b.,  Olb.,  6Jlb..  .51b.,  211b.,  4Jlb.,  101b.,  .51b.i 
(ijlb.,  OJlb.,  51b.    Mr.  H.  A.  Strange  Herring,  5Alb 
6Jlb.,  .5Jlb.,  61b.,  5.Jlb.,  7ilb.,   81b.     Mrs    J.  d' 
Humphreys,  5Jlb.,   4Jlb.,  Olb.,  7 Jib.,  4 Jib.  Mr. 
Ritchie  Dickson,  .5Ib.,  .5Jlb.,  51b.,  8Jlb.,  81b.,  Olb 
41b.,  5Jlb,,  4Jlb.    Mrs.  Hallett,  Olb.    Mr.  T.  G.  P.' 
Hallett,  5Jlb.    Captain  Swale,  8Jlb.    Week  ending 
June  24:-^Mr.  H.  A.  Strange  Herring,  4Jlb  8ilb 
71b.,  8Jlb.,  Olb.,  lOJlb.,  OJlb.,  4Jlb.,  71b.,  .5Jlb.,  51b'.! 
7Jlb.,  51b.,  51b.     Captain  Macgowan,  Olb  5-i-lb 
51b.,  .51b.,  4Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  61b.,  7Jlb.,  4Jlb!.' 
lOJlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  51b.,  61b.,  .51b.,  51b.,  Olb.,  9llb 
Olb.,  Olb.,  6Jlb.,  5^,lb.,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  81b.,  71b.', 
61b.,  61b.,  5Jlb.    Captain  Steward,  6.Ub.,  Olb  ojlb 
51b.,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  .51b.,  0.ilb.,  71b.,  61b.,  81b.,  fib!! 
6ilb.,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  Olb.,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  Oilb. 
4Jlb  ,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  31b.,  OJlb.,  OJlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  61b. 
Colonel  Underwood,  6Jlb.,  Olb.,  51b.,  41b.,  Olb   6  Jib 
6Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  71b.,  5Jlb.,  12Jlb.,  51b.,  71b.,  ,51b'  51b'' 
4Jlb.,  51b.,  41b.,  51b.,  71b,,  61b.,  OJlb.    Mr.  Clarke' 
61b.,  7JIb.,  5Jlb.,  41b,,  51b..  61b..  5Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  81b.' 
Olb.,  81b.,  6Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  41b.,  61b.,  Olb.,  Olb. 
7 Jib.    Mr.  Slater,  51b.,  7 Jib.,  5 Jib.,  51b.,  4ilb..  Olb  . 
71b.,  71b..  51b.,  OJlb.,  51b.,  5Jlb.    Mr.  J.  D.  Hum- 
phreys, 81b.,  61b.,  71b.,  71b.,  Olb.,  6Jlb.,  OJlb.,  Olb 
71b.,  61b.,  OJlb.     Captain  Swale.  Olb.,  51b.  Rev! 
Joseph  Adams,  41b.,  61b.,  5  Jib. — Milne. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  been  generally  good  at 
salmon  since  last  report,  notwithstanding  very  hot 
weather,  and  clear,  calm,  and  falling  waters.  Peal 
have  been  had  in  generally  good  numbers,  and 
brown  trout  have  furnished  excellent  sport,  the  best 
takes  being  had  in  the  late  evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Leenaue  (co.  Galway). — The  angling  last  week 
was  improved  vei  y  much  for  two  days  by  a  thunder 
shower,  and  although  the  sun  was  very  bright  Mr. 
J.  Lester  Wanklyn,  M.P.,  landed  two  very  fine 
salmon — one  weighing  151b.,  and  the  second  131b. 
A  friend  killed  a  salmon  weighing  8lb.  the  same 
day. — R.  H.  McKeown. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel).— On  June  19, 
Col.  Caufield,  three  trout,  Olb.,  and  one  salmon, 
5Jlb.,  on  May  Fly.  On  June  24,  Mr.  Coghlan  White, 
three  fish,  7lb. ;  Capt.  Keogh,  with  Capt.  Cartwright, 
one  pike,  21  Jib.,  trolling.  On  June  25,  Mr.  Coghlaii 
White,  three  fish,  Olb.,  one  pike,  11  lb.,  and  hooked 
and  played  another  large  fish  and  lost  it.  When 
writing  great  heat  and  no  wind,  which  has  interfered 
materially  with  the  fishing. — Thomas  Naughton. 

Lough  Curraue,  etc  (Waterville.  oo.  Kerry>. — 
Sport  has  been  blank  as  far  as  salmon  are  con- 
cerned. Sea-trout  have  afforded  but  p  jor  sport, 
and  brown  trout  fishing  also  has  been  very  back- 
ward. In  last  week's  report  a  reference  was  made 
to  the  weir  on  the  river  here  being  lifted  on  July  1. 
The  date  should  be  July  16.— T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  above  waters  continue  to  yield  generally  nice 
sport  at  blown  trout.  August  generally  is  the  best 
month  for  angling  on  these  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  cc. 
niayo). — Notwithstanding  the  bright  sunshine  sport 
was  good.  Mr.  F.  B.  Hen.  eight  grilse,  Olb.,  5lb., 
4lb.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  3Jlb.,  51b.,  6Jlb.,  one  salmon,  lOlb. ; 
Mr.  Garvey,  three  grilse,  Olb.,  5lb.,  OJlb.  ;  Baron 
Dunsdale,  four  grilse,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  6lb.,'61b. ;  Capt. 
B.  Lynch,  three  grilse,  5lb.,  5lb.,  41b.;  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, two  grilse,  51b.,  6lb. ;  Mrs.  (Jarvey,  one 
grilse,  5lb. ;  Mr.  O'Farrell,  two  grilse,  51b.,  61b.  ; 
Dr.  Moone,  three  grilse,  51b.,  olb.,  7lb. ;  Capt. 
Barnes,  two  grilse,  31b.,  4lb. ;  Mr.  Pent,  one  salmon, 
9Jlb.  Sea-trout  fishing  was  very  good ;  best  bag 
thirty-five,  21  lb.  Some  very  nice  trout  were  got 
on  the  loughs ;  Lough  Talt  fished  very  well.  As  I 
am  writing  some  rain  is  falling  which  is  sure  to 
improve  grilse  fishing. — Pat  Hearnes. 

North  Kerry  Rivers. — All  these  waters  are 
now  very  low,  and  sport  has  been  very  poor  in 
all  departments.  On  the  Feale  a  few  salmon  and 
tea-trout  have  been  had,  and  in  the  late  evenicgs 
some  sport  was  had  at  salmon  and  sea-trout  on  the 
Smerlagh,  Gale,  and  other  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — We  are  having  one  of  the 
finest  summers  we  have  had  for  a  very  long  time — 
nothing  but  bright  sunshine,  and  very  indifferent 
fishing,  in  these  parts  at  least.  There  weie  a  few 
peal  killed  during  the  week,  and  some  fairly  good 
coarse  fishing.    As  soon  as  the  perch  fry  are  large 
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enough  (which  they  are  very  nearly  now)  the  perch 
fishing  will  begin. — F.  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  very  bright 
and  warm,  water  low.  On  Doonass  Mr.  S.  C. 
Vansittart  killed  one  salmon  12^1b.  and  eight  peal. 
31b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  71b.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  (ilb.,  5Jlb.  On  the 
Worldsend  Mrs.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon  291b. 
and  one  peal  .51b. ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  two  peal,  5pb., 
3xlb.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham 
killed  two  peal,  41b.,  GJlb.,  and  one  salmon  01b.  On 
Summerliill  Mrs.  Ingliam  killed  one  peal  3J,'lb. ;  Mr. 
E.  T.  Ingham  three  peal,  41b.,  Cilb.,  2Jlb.  On 
Newgarden  Mr  ^Astley  Creswick  killed  seventeen 
peal,  51b.,  5lb.,  4^1).,  51b  ,  51b.,  61b.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b., 
5|lb.,  51b.,  41b.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  5^1b.,  51b.,  51b;  the 
fi.'thermen  one  peal  4lb.  On  Prospect  the  fishermen 
killed  six  peal.  41b.,  (ilb.,  51b.,  41b.,  51b.,  31b.,  and 
two  salmon,  SJlb.,  7|lb.  On  Hermitage  Lord 
Massy  killed  five  peal,  31b.,  01b.,  31b.,  51b.,  41b.; 
Sir  F.  Shaw  two  peal,  Gib.,  71b. — John  Eneight 
AND  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Tievg  (Killaloe). — The 

obdurate  drought  has  played  "  Old  Harry  "  with 
the  fishing  here  during  the  last  few  weeks,  except 
on  two  reaches  where  the  water  kept  up  amazingly, 
sport  among  the  grilse  having  been  first-rate. 
Notably  in  the  Mill  Pool,  which  used  to  produce  to 
the  tenant,  Mr.  A.  Wolmesley  Gotham  and  his  son, 
Mr.  Hubert  Gotham,  Springfield,  Prescott,  England, 
from  seven  to  eleven  grilse  daily.  Mr.  Hodding  and 
son  have  also  fared  well  during  their  stay  of  some 
weeks.  On  Mr.  Henry's  extensive  preserves,  the 
Fort  Henry  Water.^,  which,  with  the  residence,  have 
been  rented  by  a  party  of  English  anglers — ladies 
and  gentlemen — spoit  lias  been  very  good  indeed. 
All  tlie  other  sections  of  the  river,  owing 
to  low  water,  have  suffered  gre  itly.  H  )wever,  in 
July,  if  the  water  should  get  a  rise,  which  is  more 
than  likely,  sport  will  be  sure  to  be  something  out 
of  the  common.  Next  week  I  shall  have  full  par- 
ticulars for  my  readers.  The  river  swarms  with 
grilse.  On  my  water  Mr.  George  Hurley  killed 
above  the  weir-wall  one  evening  last  week  two  fine 
river  trout  weighing  5  ilb.  and  21b.  Mr.  J.  Lomax 
and  Mrs.  Louiax,  Bolton,  had  in  a  few  days  six  grilse, 
some  hundreds  of  perch,  and  fair  bags  of  i  iver  trout. 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sea- 
trout  are  coming  up  from  the  lower  waters.  Rain  is 
apparently  near  at  hand,  and  the  prospects  for  those 
waters  (which  comprise  Lough  Naiska,  Lough 
Namona,  Gloonaglin  lake,  and  Duriana  lake)  are 
materially  improved. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  fish  are  still  anything 
but  plentiful  in  this  locality,  some  rare  sport  has 
recently  been  experienced  by  pier  anglers  with 
various  classes  of  dogfish.  Several  skilled  fishermen 
provided  with  the  most  tempting  baits  have  failed 
to  secure  a  single  specimen  of  the  pollack  variety 
during- the  past  week.  On  June  23,  a  large  number 
of  nurse  and  spur  dogs  were  taken  throughout  the 
day,  Mr.  Gilbertson  especially  being  successful, 
while  Mr.  Larkman  and  Mr.  Band  each  secured 
a  small  catch  of  pouting.  A  strong  N.N.E. 
wind  prevailed  on  June  24,  and  a  few  dogSsh 
constituted  the  entire  catch  on  that  day.  But 
few  rods  were  in  evidence  on  the  following  day, 
but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Treis  were  fairly  successful, 
making  a  mixed  bag  of  twenty-eight  fish.  On 
June  20  the  sea  wa-s  literally  alive  with  "  smeg  " 
and  large  quantities  of  spur-dogs  and  several  nurse- 
dogs  were  taken  upon  tlie  fiood  tide,  while  later  in 
the  day  three  rigs  of  51b.  each  fell  to  the  rods  of 
Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Carroll,  and  Mr.  Welch.  Rods 
were  kept  busy  on  Tuesday  the  27th,  dogfish  being 
again  freely  in  evidence.  Mr.  Ivatt  captured  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  blue  wrasse,  Mr.  Tress's  catch 
included  one  very  fine  dab,  Mr.  W.  Bennett  secured 
a  hybrid  flatfish  resembling  in  shape  a  sole  dab  but 
marked  similarly  to  a  brill.  Miss  A.  Smith  obtained 
the  only  codling  of  the  day,  and  Mr.  Wood  hooked 
and  landed  a  rig  of  OJlb.  Immediately  after  sunset 
the  pouting  took  the  baits  ravenously,  and  more 
than  fifteen  score  were  brought  up  in  the  course  of 
one  hour.  The  water,  on  Wednesday  the  28th,  was 
unusually  bright,  and  the  day's  results  were  dis- 
appointing; Mrs.  T.  W.  Buxton  included  a  large 
green  wras-ie  in  her  day's  catch,  and  Miss  A.  Smith 
took  a  few  nursedogs. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Leenane  (co.  Galway). — Whiting  and  mackerel 
are  just  showing  in  the  Killaries,  and  if  the  fine 
weather  lasts  good  sport  is  anticipated  for  the 
coming  week.— R.  H.  McKicown. 

Llandudno. — Splendid  catches  of  pollack,  cod, 
and  plaice  have  been  taken  this  last  week.  On 
June  24,  two  rods  landed  451b.  cod  and  pollack, 
heaviest  0.ilb.  cod,  pollack  5^1b.  On  June  20,  three 
rods  landed  421b.  pollack,  heaviest  5.[lb.  Some 
small  catches  of  bass  taken  in  the  Conway  estuary. 


One  rod  landed  251b.  plaice  on  two  mornings  off  the 
pier. — HowEL  Jone.s. 

Fenaanoe. — Good  sport.  June  21,  Mr.  W.  J.  Bray 
and  boatman  had  forty-eight  mackerel,  twenty-six 
bream,  six  gurnard,  two  pouting,  one  scad,  two 
whiting,  one  ray,  one  dogfish,  six  wrasse,  and 
on  June  23,  fifteen  pollack,  41b.  to  121b.,  fifty 
mackerel,  fifty  bream  and'  sploshers,  five  gurnards, 
one  pouting,  three  dogfish,  two  conger  and  two 
siiarks.  Boatman  Craft  had  twenty-two  pollack, 
largest  I51b.,  six  pouting,  ten  bream,  one  crawfish 
and  twenty  mackerel.  Capt.  Beckerleg  had  a  fine 
catch  of  twelve  large  pollack,  one  ling,  one  cod  and 
a  lot  of  whiting  and  pouting.  Yesterday  a  boat- 
man caught  a  good  lot  of  pollack,  conger,  bream, 
etc.  Boatman  Taylor  and  myself  had,  for  us,  a 
record  day.  Starting  at  8  a.m.  we  had  a  nice 
breeze  and  reached  the  Gullises  at  10  o'clock,  catch- 
ing a  few  mackerel  on  the  way,  and  in  the  evening 
we  had  a  grand  sail  back  ;  the  catch,  twenty-seven 
pollack,  largest  IGlb.,  several  121b.,  the  rest  71b.  to 
101b.,  seven  conger,  largest  251b.,  fifty  good -sized 
pouting,  fifty  bream  and  sploahers,  twenty-three 
mackerel,  four  gurnard,  eight  cuckoos,  one  ling 
151b.,  one  whiting.  A  lot  of  mackerel  in  the 
bay,  schools  playing  everywhere. —  J.  H.  Rowe 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — We  are  having  splendid  weather  at 
the  present  time,  and  the  sea  is  very  smooth,  and 
fishermen  can  go  in  boats  to  the  distant  grounds  in 
comfort.  Some  large  pollack  are  still  to  be  found 
near  the  Mewstone  and  the  west  end  of  the  Break- 
water, and  smaller  ones  at  the  various  marks  in  the 
Sound.  Bass  are  still  plentiful  up  the  Yealm,  and 
they  are  carrying  away  the  gear,  there  being  some 
very  heavy  ones  amongst  thetn.  Pouting  are  very 
plentiful  off  the  Eastern  King,  and  also  about  mid- 
way between  the  East  Winter  Buoy  and  lathes' 
bathing  place.  The  regular  hookers  are  bringing 
in  fine  catches  of  bream  and  whiting,  and  the  fish 
are  very  large. — Willi.\m  Heardeh  (B.S.A.S.) 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  W.  K.  Summer.s  occupied  the  business  chair 
last  Wednesday,  and  in  his  practised  hands  it  was 
in  no  time  vacated.  From  N.E.  to  N.W.,  south 
about,  an  unusual  number  of  reports  from  stations 
demonstrated  that  sea  angling  was  in  full  swing 
round  our  coasts,  the  past  week's  weather  having 
been  everything  that  could  be  desired  for  the  sport. 
Letters  from  angling  members  showed  that  they 
were  taking  full  advantage  of  the  glorious  cliange, 
for,  though  tliey  did  not  dread  rough  weather, 
angling  is  certainly  more  pleasing  and  successful 
when  that  is  absent.  Mr.  Consul  Pay  ton  ("Sar- 
celle")  sent  an  account  of  his  doings  at  Calais; 
a  member  fishing  at  Plymouth  a  snapshot  of  the 
foundering  of  the  unlucuy  submarine,  and  the 
sea  angler  was  amused  by  the  scant  produce  of 
freshwater  angling — -eighty  men  in  one  day  catching 
O^oz.  of  fish.  At  Llangarder  a  phenomenal  arrival 
of  bass  was  chronicled  swarming  like  maokerel,  the 
surface  of  the  bay  being  literally  alive  with  them. 
Mr.  Tucker  had  been  fishing  at  Leigh  and  Mr. 
Simmons  at  Newhaven  with  moderate  success. 
Mr.  Hingston  gave  an  interesting  de.3cription  of  his 
experience  ofi  (iodrevy  and  St.  Ives,  on  the  North 
Coast  of  Cornwall.  He  had  fourteen  days'  good  sport 
on  the  Seven  Stones,  and  between  Pendean  and  the 
Longships,  in  18  to  20fms.  water,  as  many  pollack 
as  you  liked,  heaps  of  gurnard,  rock  whiting,  plaice, 
brill,  turbot,  and  a  few  bream.  Upon  one 
occasion,  baiting  with  launce  mackerel,  his 
entire  take  was  one  of  eight  gurnard.  A  boat 
moored  twenty  yards  away  was  pulling  in  a  splendid 
take  of  big  plaice,  turbot,  and  other  flatfish.  On 
landing  they  found  they  had  been  using  lugworm 
they  had  brought  down  with  them,  and  this  un- 
wonted luxury  had  been  too  much  for  them,  as 
with  very  few  exceptions  they  are  unobtainable 
from  Godrevy  to  the  Land's  End,  and  only  a  few  at 
Marazion.  On  the  whole  of  the  south  c  last  the 
sport  was  brisk,  and  good  reports  in  from  the  Irish 
and  Welsh  stations. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  Secretary,  announced  that  this 
season's  insert  for  the  pocket  book  was  ready,  and 
would  in  a  few  days  be  sent  to  the  members,  and 
called  attention  to  the  "  Committee  Cup  "  competi- 
tion for  the  capture  of  sporting  fish,  which  would 
commence  on  July  1.  The  line  of  coast  selected  for 
1905  extended  from  the  railway  pier  at  Follcestone 
to  Seaton,  in  Devon.  Some  of  the  conditions  had 
been  altered.  Members  were  requested  to  take 
careful  note  of  the  circular  sent  out  defining  them. 
Two  well  executed  and  coloured  casts  of  the  big 
Cyclopterus  lumpus  sent  to  the  Society  were  placed 
upon  the  table  and  much  admir  ed. 

The  '•  Social  Chair"  was  then  taken  by  Mr.  Edgar 
Hyde,  who  called  opon  Mr.  Bates  for  his  promised 
paper  upon  "  Sea  Leads,  their  u.so,  and  how  to  make 
thetn."     He  commenced  by  producing  a  large 


number,  ancient  and  modern,  condemning  the 
greater  part  as  "monstrosities"  doing  their  work 
by  brute  weight,  necessitating  the  use  of  heavy 
tackle  to  deal  with  them,  and  one  after  another 
pointed  out  their  failings. 

The"Jardine"  lead  even  he  had  found  was  no 
good  for  sea-fishing.  Leads  are  not  the  least  trouble- 
some items  of  the  sea-angler's  gear,  and  many  were 
lost,  and  their  weight  in  an  outfit  was  rather  greater 
than  it  was  pleasant  to  carry  about.  The  angler's 
lead  had  to  go  through  the  water  a  great  deal  forward 
and  backward,  should  do  this  easily  and  reach 
bottom  quickly — in  railing  the  lead  was  always  on 
the  move,  and  its  "  lines,"  to  use  the  ship  designer's 
term,  should  be  carefully  adapted ;  with  the  aid  of 
numerous  models,  and  the  ever  useful  blackboard, 
the.se  were  indicated — the  position  of  the  fore  and 
aft  centre  of  gravity  was  described  as  of  importance. 
He  advocated  imitating  the  lines  of  a  fish. 
Members  of  the  Society  had  devoted  praiseworthy 
attention  to  the  subject.  Mr.  Hyde's  slip  lead  was 
good,  but  had  the  disadvantage  of  slipping  when  the 
fish  was  struck,  necessitating  getting  the  line  in, 
often  from  great  depths.  Even  the  bottom  had 
required  carefully  shaping  to  avoid  sticking  there. 
He  had  found  two  leads,  better  than  one,  met  this 
difficulty,  as  when  dropped  they  spread  out.  The 
old  cod's  head  and  mackerel  tail  lines  are  thought 
the  best. 

A  very  clever  demonstration  of  the  making  of  a 
mould  and  the  casting  of  a  lead  wa9  very  deftly 
done,  giving  pleasure  and  profit  to  the  members 
present,  who  declared  that  they  should  certainly 
make  their  own  in  future  —  it  was  so  easy.  He 
preferrei  wooden  moulds,  but  also  used  plaster  ones. 

For  models  he  advised  the  use  of  paraflin  wax. 
Many  little  notions  and  clever  dodges  were  shown, 
and  the  general  opinion  was  formed  that  Mr.  Bates 
was  indeed  a  master  in  the  art,  and  his  finish  was 
marked  by  much  applause. 

Tfie  chairman  said  leads  were  a  nuisance,  and  he 
wanted  to  find  out  how  to  do  without  them.  Mr. 
Boyton  said  plaster  of  Paris  moulds  were  much  the 
simplest  and  best,  and  Mr.  Nickels  advocated  the 
use  of  stit^  yellow  clay  well  beaten.  Some  discus- 
sion upon  the  lines  of  a  lead  was  raised  by  Messrs. 
Boyton,  Kemp,  Nickels  and  Hingston,  the  "nautical " 
mind  laying  down  that  a  spar  is  always  towed  with 
its  thick  end  foremost.  The  discussion  was 
getting  very  technical,  when  Mr.  Minchiti  stepped 
intj  the  breach,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  black 
board  gave  a  demonstration  only  .second  in 
interest  to  that  of  Mr.  Bates ;  while  disavowing 
technical  knowledge,  he  certainly  demon-strated  that 
the  doctrines  of  resistance  of  a  solid  body  in  water 
had  formed  one  of  the  curious  subjects  he  had 
mastered.  He  summed  up  his  opinion  that  the 
bottom  lead  was  yet  a  thing  of  the  future,  and  he 
p  jinted  out  why  it  was  so.  The  usual  thanks  to 
lecturer  and  chairman  were  unanimously  awarded, 
and  the  meeting  closed  at  a  rather  late  hour.  Next 
Wednesday  papers  will  be  read  upon  fishing  in  the 
estuary  of  the  Humber,  at  Penzance,  and  Valentia, 
by  Donald  Mackintosii,  T.  B.  Bate^,  and  G.  O. 
Miochin.  H.  P. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

24,776.  Fishing.  Patentee:  R.  L.  Kenton,  46, 
Hawkes-street,  Small  Heath,  Birmingham.  Reels 
and  winches,  rod.  Consists  in  fitting  adjustable 
bearings  to  "Nottingham"  fishing  reels,  so  tliat 
the  reel  will  always  revolve  freely  without  any 
shake.  The  reel  is  supported  upon  the  cones,  tlie 
former  of  which  forms  the  head  of  the  axle,  while 
the  latter  is  mounted  upon  the  screw-threaded  end 
of  the  axle.  The  cone  is  prevented  from  rotating 
by  two  small  pins,  which  enter  slots  formed  in  the 
cone,  and  the  axle  itself  is  held  fixed  by  the  lock- 
nut.  In  order  to  tighten  up  the  bearings,  the  lock- 
nut  is  loosened  and  the  axle  screwed  into  the  cone, 
after  which  the  lock-nut  is  once  more  tightened. 
If  the  reel  is  of  wood,  bearing  surfaces  are  let  into 
it,  preferably  having  countersunk  faces  so  as  to  fit 
the  cones. 

4517.  Fishing.  Patentee:  G.  Forrest,  35,  The 
Square,  Kelso,  N.B.  Fly-books  and  tackle  cases 
are  provided  with  strips  of  cork  or  other  incorrodible 
material  of  a  resilient  nature  which  are  secured  in 
any  appropriate  manner  against  a  backing,  prefer- 
ably of  the  same  material,  so  that  the  barb  or  point 
of  the  hook  can  be  inserted  between  the  strip  and 
the  backing,  and  subsequently  removed  without 
any  injury  to  the  support.  The  strips  may  be 
attached  by  fasteners  similar  to  paper  fasteners,  or 
a  flexible  metal  may  be  employed  passing  down  the 
centre  of  the  cork  strip  and  fixed  at  the  ends  to  the 
ca-ie.  The  device  described  above  can  also  be 
applied  to  other  appliances  for  displaying,  storing, 
or  carrying  hooks. 
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Pfoviiieial  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  large  St.  Paul's 
Society  was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  when  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  members  were  present.  The  balance- 
sheet  and  auditor's  report  went  to  show  that  the 
sum  of  £.59  9s.  lay  to  the  credit  of  the  society, 
and  that  the  club  had  upon  their  books  183  fully 
paid  up  members.  The  annual  contest  will  take 
place  on  July  9  next,  at  Upton-on-Severn.  A 
special  train  will  run  to  Worcester  by  the  Midland 
Railway  Company,  and  from  Worcester  the  mem- 
bers and  their  friends  will  go  by  boat  to  Upton ; 
the  train  leaves  Xew-street  at  7  o'clock  and  returns 
from  Worcester  at  8.30.  The  sum  of  £23  was  voted 
for  prizes,  and  Mr.  W.  Kimberley  was  appointed  as 
referee.  The  contest  will  be  of  three  hours'  duration 
and  will  be  confined  to  the  association  limit.  The 
sum  of  £5  was  voted  for  a  bye  contest.  The 
Queen's  Hetid  held  their  half  yearly  meeting  on 
Friday  last ;  the  meeting  was  well  attended.  It 
was  decided  to  fish  a  bye  contest  in  the  canal  at 
Wilmcote  on  July  2  ,nest,  and  the  annual  contest 
at  Upton-on-Severn  on  August  27  next ;  duration 
of  contest  three  hours,  to  be  fished  under  the 
association  rules ;  Mr.  W.  Bagley  was  appointed 
referee.  The  following  clubs  fish  their  annual  con- 
tests : — On  July  2,  the  Garrison,  at  Pershore ;  the 
White  Horse  Cellars,  at  Bewdley  ;  the  Prospect,  at 
the  Ketch,  near  Worcester ;  the  Ivy  Green,  at 
Alrewas ;  the  Oak  Fiscatorials,  in  the  Anker  at 
Tamworth ;  the  Handsworth  Lion,  at  Hampton 
Lode  ;  and  the  City  Stores,  at  the  Ketch.  Several 
of  our  clubs  who  rent  private  water  on 
the  Avon  have  not  as  yet  visited  their  waters 
owing  to  the  grass  not  being  cut.  Several  of 
our  clubs  went  out  on  June  25  to  fish  bye 
contests,  but  owing  to  bright,  hot  weather  the  takes 
of  fish  were  small. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  season,  angling 
in  the  Fen  waters  has  been  almost  entirely  confined 
to  bream,  and  the  weather  having  been  favourable 
to  this  branch  of  sport,  some  hundredweights  of 
fish  have  been  creeled.  There  has  been  quite  an 
influx  of  visitors  from  the  North,  and  those  who 
have  made  Boston  their  headquarters  have  done 
extremely  well  on  the  lower  reacnes  of  the  Witham, 
in  fact,  the  best  fish  have  been  secured  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Sluice.  Both  maggots 
and  worm  have  proved  effective  baits,  the  latter 
being  responsible  for  plenty  of  4-pounders,  whilst 
odd  ones  have  weighed  up  to  61b.  The  'Witham 
bream  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  it  requires  no 
small  amount  of  skill  to  manipulate  the  best  fish 
when  hooked  on  ordinary  bottom  tackle.  A  few 
good  bream  have  also  been  met  with  on  the  lengths 
at  Bardney,  Kirkstead,  and  Tattershall,  but  the 
sport  has  been  nothing  like  so  good  as  that  obtained 
nearer  Boston.  Roach  are  rapidly  coming  on,  and 
sport  in  this  direction  should  become  general  in  ten 
days'  or  a  fortnight's  time. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  in  first-class  order  in  the  top 
stretches,  and  roach  fishers  are  doing  fairly  well  both 
with  paste  and  maggots.  The  Driffield  Canal  is  also 
in  nice  order,  and  at  WhinliUl  Lock,  Wansford,  and 
Brigham  our  local  anglers  have  done  nicely  amongst 
roach,  dace,  and  perch,  and  atFrodingham  Beckend 
one  angler  secured  a  very  nice  basket  of  fish,  includ- 
ing a  trout  of  1  lb.  12Joz.  The  Market  Weighton 
Canal  is  in  fairly  good  trim,  but  the  fish  are  running 
small  at  present.  Sport  on  the  Ancholme  has  been 
very  good  since  the  opening  day,  especially  at  Brigg 
and  Brandy  Wath,  where  on  June  22  the  Hand  in 
Hand  A. A.  fished  a  match,  the  top  weight  being  over 
181b.  of  nice  bream,  the  other  competitors  having  I 
fairly  good  catches ;  and  at  Brigg,  the  Universal  A.  A. 
fished  above  Engine  House,  Mr.  William  Phillip- 
son  securing  61b.  9oz.  for  first  prize,  and  just  beyond, 
Mr.  Tom  Bardsley  secured  close  upon  two  stone  of 
good  bream,  the  fish  being  in  very  good  condition  ; 
but  lower  down  towards  the  sluice  sport  was  only 
moderate.  The  Messrs.  Cheesemans  on  June  22  only 
got  .small  catches,  and  the  Market  Hall  A.C.,  of 
Hull,  fished  a  match  at  Horkstow,  Mr,  W.  Chapman 
only  securing  21b.  4}oz.  for  first  prize. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Things  are  a  Vjit  quiet  just  at  present.  Trout 
have  not  >et  got  well  on  the  rise  at  night,  after  the 
recent  rains,  and  the  heat  during  the  day  forbids 
any  angling  for  that  portion  of  the  twenty-four 
hours.  Practically  nothing  has  been  doue  on 
Windermere  amongst  the  trout  for  the  past  week, 
and  I  do  not  suppose  anything  will  be  until  the 
fitful  rise  of  the  back-end  come.s  on.  Perch  fishers 
are  numerous,  and  they  are  having  fairly  good 


sport.  While  on  coarse  fish,  I  might  say  that 
Esthwaite  Lake  is  doing  well  amongst  tlie  pike.  On 
the  Kent  some  clinking  trout  are  now  in  evidence. 
The  worst  of  it  is  one  cannot  take  many  of  them 
for  an  evening's  catch — or  at  least  we  cannot ; 
they  are  as  old-fashioned  as  the  most  enthusiastic 
dry-fly  man  need  wish  to  try  his  skill  on,  and  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  a  good  dry-fly  angler 
would  do  well  here  on  the  summer  evenings,  when 
these  big  chaps  are  on  the  move.  Within  the  last 
few  days,  Mr.  Dawson  had  one  of  2tt|oz.,  Mr. 
Mackereth  one  of  24oz.,  Mr.  Garnett  one  of  20oz., 
while  Mr.  Canadus  took  three  one  night,  which 
weighed,  collectively,  2i\b.  The  run  of  sea-trout 
has  been  very  small,  but  it  might  be  said  that  when 
the  freshes  of  last  week  occurred,  the  Kent  was  in  a 
filthy  state  through  pollution. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Farn worth  and  District  Anglers'  Association 
have  decided  to  fish  for  their  challenge  cup  on 
July  8  in  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  between 
Worsley  and  Boothstown.  To-day  the  EUesmere 
fishing  Walkden  are  fishing  a  match  at  Loigh.  On 
Saturday  last  the  Stockport  County  Anglers  fished 
the  first  of  a  series  of  thiee  contests  for  their  chal- 
lenge cup  in  Edgeley  Park,  the  first  two  in  order  of 
merit  are  A.  H.  Cross,  lib.  14oz.,  and  H.  Procter 
1  lb.  lOoz.  The  Stockport  and  District  Federa- 
tion open  the  season  at  High  Lane  to-day. 
They  have  just  admitted  two  new  clubs — 
the  Waltonians  and  the  Alexandra.  The  first 
open  event  promoted  from  Warrington  appears  to 
have  been  a  disappointment,  and  to  have  been  a 
financial  loss.  In  other  angling  matters  this  town 
is  not  very  active.  In  Bolton  they  are  just  coming 
round  from  their  Whitsuntide  excitement.  In 
Liverpool  things  are  "humming"  as  usual,  and 
there  is  news  enough  for  a  column  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  West  Salford  A.A.  are  busy  arranging  for 
their  great  annual  competition.  The  Royal  Oak 
Anglers  are  similarly  engaged.  The  Royal  Walton 
A.S.  opened  the  season :  on  June  24  with  a  contest 
at  Higher  Blackley,  fifty-six  rods  competing  for 
twelve  prizes.  Sport  was  not  good,  only  nine  of 
the  prizes  being  awarded,  the  first  three  going  to 
J.  Craven,  W.  Tinker,  and  Mr.  Williamson.  Next 
contest  July  15.  The  Sportsman  A.S.  have  decided 
on  Northwich  for  the  opening  match.  July  8  is 
the  day  for  the  big  open  contest  arranged  by  the 
Craven  and  Pendleton  A.S.  at  Broadheath.  The 
weather  is  much  against  angling,  and  our  city  rods, 
after  going  away,  find  more  comfort  in  getting  in 
the  shade  and  rusticating  than  actual  fishing. 
Still  water  angling  is  decidedly  off,  rain  being  needed 
to  freshen  them.  The  Bollin,  a  favourite  stream 
with  our  city  rods,  is  very  low,  but  some  good  roach 
and  chub  have  been  caught. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

Anglers  appear  to  have  been  out  in  increased 
numbers,  but  the  majority  have  not  enjoyed  much 
sport ;  and  no  wonder,  for  tlie  Trent  is  about  as 
low  as  it  well  can  be,  and  is  as  clear  as  the  proverbial 
glass  of  gin.  Light  tackle  alone  is  of  any  use.  I 
hear  that  on  the  Shardlow  waters  Mr.  Edgar 
Birks  has  caught,  amongst  other  fish,  a  remark- 
ably fine  chub  of  Sflb.,  and  that  his  close 
friend,  Mr,  Fred  Wallis,  has  creeled  one  of  3^1b.  I 
understand  they  employed  the  maggot  on  the  finest 
of  bottoms.  Mr.  E.  Cartwright,  of  the  same  society 
(the  Wellington),  took  nine  good  eels  above  "  Roach 
Island"  on  Saturday,  using  worm  on  light-corking 
tackle,  and  the  same  gentleman  was  out  again  on 
Wednesday.  On  a  small  private  pond,  close  to  the 
city,  Mr.  T.  Barnett  and  his  sons  have  been 
securing  by  very  early  morning  fishing,  a  number 
of  roach  and  small  pike,  the  latter  of  which 
are  not  required  by  the  lessee.  He  desires,  in  fact,  to 
get  rid  of  them.  On  Monday  nine  barbel  were 
caui^ht  on  the  Clifton  waters  near  the  historic  Grove 
with  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT, 

We  have  had  some  glorious  summer  weather 
this  week,  the  heat  of  the  sun  tempered  by  a 
nice  breeze,  but  it  has  been  too  bright  for 
successful  angling  in  the  middle  part  of  the 
day.  The  water  in  our  rivers  is  quite  up  to 
summer  level  and  in  good  condition,  and  the 
coarse  fish  appear  plentiful.  A  good  number  of 
rods  have  been  out,  and  in  the  early  mornings 
and  in  the  evenings  some  heavy  baskets  of  chub 
have  been  had,  and  the  fish  of  large  size,  Lewis  221b., 
Tomlinson  141b., Thompson  a  creelful.  Hooper  12^1b. 
and  some  good  dace,  Mr.  Norc  Jte  of  the  Sabrina 
Club,  a  fine  lot  of  roach,  but  they  are  not  in  con- 
dition yet ;  Harris,  Thomas,  Knight  and  Roberts  had 
each  good  mixed  baskets  of  fish  which  included 
some  bream  and  fine  eels  caught  in  the  Avon,  Some 
fine  perch  have  been  taken  in  the  Severn,  Mr, 
Avery  caught  two,  lib,  8oz,  and  lib,  lloz,,  near 


Camn  Wier,  and  higlier  up  the  river  with  a 
small  bright  minnow  Mr,  Donovan  caught  a 
splendid  specimen  21b.  8oz.  The  best  fishing  on  the 
Severn  at  the  present  is  below  the  weirs  ;  numbers 
are  daily  fishing  there,  and  they  all  seem  to  have 
good  sport,  the  green  weerl,  Stone  Gall,  seems  a 
killing  bait  for  the  roach.  Trout  are  not  going  well 
at  all,  either  at  the  fly  or  bottom  baits.  Messrs. 
Thompson,  Smith,  Morris,  Hughes,  and  Jones  had 
a  few  brace  of  nice  sized  fish,  but  sport  was  very 
slow.  The  St.  John's  Anglers'  Association  fished 
their  first  competition  of  the  season  on  the  associa- 
tion's water  at  Powick  on  .June  22.  There  was  a 
good  muster  of  members,  the  weather  very  hot; 
still,  301b.  of  fish  passed  the  scales.  In  addition  to 
other  prizes  the  contest  counts  as  first  round  for  a 
valuable  Royal  Worcester  Porcelain  Cup.  The 
successful  competitors  were  Mr.  Chris  James, 
61b.  9Joz.,  first;  Mr.  L.  F.  Higg^  41b.  8oz.,  second; 
Mr.  W.  Roberry,  21b.  14oz.,  third;  Mr.  J.  Stokes, 
21b.  7|oz.,  fourth;  Mr.  W.  White,  21b.  5:;oz.,  fifth. 
Several  others  close  up.  At  the  kind  invitation  of 
the  president,  Mr.  J.  Stokes,  the  members  sat  down 
to  a  substantial  supper  at  headquarters,  the  Bell 
Inn.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr. 
Stokes  for  his  hospitality. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  Ure  and  the  Swale  have  yielded  a  few 
pleasant  surprises  to  trout  fishers.  On  June  20, 
whilst  angling  in  the  Ure  at  Boroughbridge,  Mr. 
Fred  Hargreaves,  a  local  angler,  caught  a  trout 
weighing  21b.  12^oz.  It  is  many  years  since  so  fine 
a  fish  of  its  kind  was  taken  at  Boroughbridge.  A 
trout  weighing  3|lb.  was  caught  with  worm  in  the 
Swale  at  Richmond  last  week  by^Mr.  George 
Earle,  a  resident,  being  a  fine  specimen  and 
in  good  condition.  The  Clifton  (York)  A.  A, 
opened  their  season  on  June  26,  at  West  Cotting- 
with,  Mr.  Dunnington-Jefferson  having  granted 
permission  [to  fish.  The  water  was  in  good  con- 
dition, but  very  low.  Mr.  James  Wood,  who 
topped  the  winners  with  71b.  l^oz.  weight  of  fish, 
had  an  unusual  experience  with  a  1  lb.  jack. 
He  had  it  hooked  six  times  before  he  could 
secure  it  with  a  No.  14  hook  with  a  single 
maggot.  Mr.  D.  Langstaffe,  5lb.  15|oz.  was 
second,  Mr,  W.  Henderson,  51b.  8|oz.,  third, 
had  some  very  nice  roach,  and  the  largest 
weighed  14Joz.  There  were  many  small  fish,  about 
120  falling  to  one  member.  At  Cottingwith,  also,  the 
members  of  the  St.  Lawrence  (York)  Working  Men's 
A.  C.  commenced  the  season  on  June  24.  The 
weather  was  beautiful,  but  unfavourable  for  angling. 
Twenty-five  anglers  received  prizes,  S.  Usher  being 
at  the  head,  lib.  12oz.  Whilst  fishing  in  the 
Old  Darran,  near  Rillington,  Malton,  on  June  24, 
Mr.  J.  Wilson,  of  Wold-street.  Norton,  landed  a  fine 
pike  weighing  181b.,  and  measuring  44in.  in  length 
and  19in.  round  the  girth.  The  fish  is  beautifully 
marked,  and  was  caught  with  a  small  hook  baited 
with  dace.  Mr.  S.  Walker,  of  Norton,  caught 
a  20-pounder, 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  hot  and  bright,  and 
sport,  as  a  consequence,  has  been  much  retarded. 
River  fishing,  especially,  has  retrograded  owing  to 
the  very  bright  weather  and  clear  and  falling 
waters.  On  the  larger  rivers  some  fair  sport  was 
obtained  at  salmon  whenever  a  breeze  sprung  up, 
but,  as  a  rule,  sport  was  not  obtainable  anywhere 
until  the  evenings.  From  all  parts  comes  the 
welcome  news  that  rain  is  apparently  near  at 
hand.  Much  of  it,  however,  is  wanted,  and 
unless  it  rains  heavily  for  several  hours  no 
material  benefit  will  result,  as  far  as  fishing  is 
concerned.  Sea  angling  is  once  more  affording  good 
sport  at  several  places,  notably  along  the  Cork  and 
Kerry  shores.  Pollack  are  now  being  had,  generally 
in  good  numbers,  at  Ballinskelligs,  Darrynane, 
Valentia,  and  Waterville,  in  Kerry ;  Castletown, 
Ballycotton,  Baltimore,  and  a  few  other  stations  in 
CO.  Cork.  Rock  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing  at  many 
places,  and  sport,  as  a  rule,  has  been  good  in  this 
department. 

North  op  Ireland. 
Perhaps  it  was  the  presence  of  the  electric  fluid 
in  the  atmosphere  this  week  which  kept  the  trout 
from  rising  freely  in  many  waters.  In  some  of  these 
the  conditions  were  otherwise  favourable.  The  May 
Fly  fishing  is  now  over  on  the  Blackwater,  Ballin- 
derry,  and  other  Tyrone  rivers,  and  most  of  the 
sport  on  these  rivers  is  afforded  by  Black  Fly 
fishing,  June  being  the  best  month  for  this  kind  of 
angling. 

Wjsst  of  Ireland. 
The  Carrownisky  opens  to-day  for  fishing.  It  is 
the  latest  river  in  Ireland.  The  Sligo  river  is  well 
stocked  with  salmon,  but  there  has  been  little  rod 
fishing  as  yet.  At  Ballisodare  salmon  netting  is  very 
good,  the  fish  being  large,  numerous,  and  in  prime 
condition.  Rod  fishing  is  rather  duU,  the  long 
drought  having  been  detrimental  to  sport. 
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"Be  not  uneasy,  discouraged,  or  out  of  humour, 
because  practice  falls  short  of  precept  in  some  par- 
ticulars. If  you  happen  to  beheaten,  come  on  again." 
— Marcus  Aurelius. 


Mf.  E.  M.  Tod  sends  the  following  cutting  from 
the  Evening  Dispatch,  of  June  28: — "Trout  killed 
in  the  Water  of  Leith. — It  transpires  that  yester- 
day's flooding  has,  after  all,  been  disastrous  to 
the  trout  in  the  Water  of  Leith.  It  was  reported 
last  night  that  there  had  been  an  overflow  of 
sewage  into  the  stream,  but  that  the  rush  of  water 
had  been  so  abundant  that  no  injury  had  been 
done  to  the  trout.  This  appears,  however,  to 
have  been  much  too  sanguine  an  estimate,  as 
results  are  proving.  In  the  short  distance 
between  Canonmills  Bridge  and  Warriston  Dairy 
over  150  dead  trout  were  counted  last  night 
by  the  water  bailiff,  and  the  police  report  that 
they  were  being  picked  out  as  far  up  a^  Stockbridge 
by  men  and  boys.  The  point,  however,  is,  were 
these  killed  by  sewage,  and  an  examination  of  the 
trout,  many  of  which  are  over  Jib  ,  shows  that  the 
gills  are  clogged  with  fine  soft  mud.  which  has 
choked  them,  and  death  from  suffocation  has  been 
the  result.  Fortunately,  all  the  trout  have  not 
been  killed,  as  several  have  been  seen  rising  to  flies 
to  day,  but  it  would  be  well  if  the  Comrai^8ioners 
could  inquire  if  anything  can  be  done  to  prevent 
such  wholesale  slaughter  in  future.  It  has  doubt- 
less been  caused  by  fine  mud,  the  washings  of  the 
streets  getting  into  the  river  through  the  overflow- 
ing of  the  sewers.  The  colour  of  the  water  all  yes- 
terday alternoon  and  evening  was  a  hlate  blue." 


I  HAD  occasion  last  Monday  evening  to  visit 
Kingston-on-Thames,  and  strolling  beside  the 
beautiful  stretch  of  water  which  flows  by  the 
Canbury  Gardens,  I  was  charmed  by  the  sweet 
harmony  that  floated  on  the  breeze.  I  wended  my 
way  towards  the  bandstand,  and  much  to  my 
surprise  found  an  excellent  concert  party,  under 
the  conductorship  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Hart,  entertaining  a 
large  audience.  The  occasion  was  a  benefit  for  the 
Victoria  Hospital,  Kingston.  I  can  only  hope  that 
the  financial  result  was  as  gratifying  as  the  singing 
was  pleasing.  The  choir  rendeied  a  good  accuunt 
of  themselves,  and  the  solos  of  Mr.  Samuel  Masters 
were  delightful,  "The  Star  of  Bethlehem,"  given 
with  all  this  favourite  tenor's  charm  and  grace, 
was  superb.  The  good  people  of  Kingston,  among 
whom  aie  many  of  my  deaiest  friends,  know  how 
to  aid  a  good  cause,  and  enjoy  themselves  at  the 
same  time. 


Up-River  Pleasantry, 
Thu  fisherman  stood  with  a  solemn  face. 

Watching  a  line  that  was  taut, 
The  moments  passed  at  a  marvellous  pace, 

And  the  monster  was  all  but  caught. 

But  a  punt  came  gliding  along  the  stream 
In  that  leisurely  most- approved  style. 

The  punter  enjoying  the  sunlight's  gleam 
With  no  thought  but  the  hours  to  wile. 

The  punt  it  punted  light  into  the  line, 
Whose  tautness  gave  way  with  the  clash. 

And  the  fishermen  looked — well,  far  from  sublime. 
So  the  punter  sped  off  with  a  dash. 

The  dream  of  the  angler  was  thus  dispelled. 
And  the  words  that  he  used  so  shocking. 

That  the  man  in  the  punt  he  simply  yelled — 
"  Be  careful,  old  chap,  you're  choking  !  " 

— Wing. 


Mb.  W.  Hase,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Silver  Trout 
Angling  Society,  tells  me  that  at  Tuesday  evening's 
meeting  the  lollowing  important  resolution  was 
carried  :  '*  That  a  committee  be  formed  to  organise 
an  International  Angling  Competition."  Under  the 
able  management  of  members  of  the  "  Trouts," 
who  certainly  were  most  successful  in  organising 
the  recent  Ballancourt  Competition,  further  parti- 
culars will  be  looked  forward  to  with  great  interest. 
The  working  committee  at  present  consists  of 
Messrs.  F.  Brink,  R.  Jacobs,  R.  Tree,  H.  Sheldon, 
C.  Francs,  A.  Abraham,  F.  Penfold,  H.  Phillips, 
and  A.  Sualfeld  ;  al.-o  Mr.  G.  Wather,  of  the  Golden 
Carp  Angling  Association,  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number .  The  first  meeting  of  the  committee 
will  take  place  at,  headquarters,  the  Nag's  Head 
Hotel,  James  street,  Covcnt  Garden,  W.C.,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  July  4,  at  7.30. 


^  The  gentleman  who  imagined  himself. wise  because 
he  discovered  some  typographical  errors  in  a  news- 
paper has  been  trying  to  get  a  perpendicular  view 
of  a  rainbow. 


The  report  'of  Tuesday's  proceedings  of  the 
progressive  City  of  London  Piscatorials  will  be  read 
with  more  than  ordinary  interest.  A  full  meeting  ; 
good  accounts  of  fishing ;  also  a  glimpse  of  some 
fine  sea  and  river  fish  on  the  trays.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thompson  received  what  they  heartily  deserved — 
quite  an  ovation — for  their  hospitality  and  kind- 
ness to  a  large  party  of  members  who  recently 
visited  Boxmoor,  when  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  super 
intended  the  fly-casting  arrangements.  Last, 
but  not  least,  the  handsome  silver  loving-cup, 
presented  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez — although  not 
filled  with  champagne — cau.sed  members  to  go  home 
intoxicated  with  delight. 


An  Angling  Festival  will  take  place  on  Wednesday 
and  Thuisday,  .fuly  20  and  27,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Angling  Society,  and 
the  National  Sea  Anglers'  Federation.  Mr.  Alfred 
G.  Rowell,  the  honorary  secretary,  has  the  arrange- 
ments in  hand,  and  letters  address^ed  to  him  at 
Pretoria  House,  South  View  road,  Westdam, 
Weymouth,  will  receive  prompt  attention.  Visitors 
can  become  members  on  payment  of  the  sub- 
scription of  one  shilling.  Further  particulars  will 
ba  announced  later. 


TiiE  Fisher. 
(From  the  German  of  Ooethe.) 
The  water  rushed,  the  water  swelled, 

A  Fisher  sat  beside  : 
Cool  to  the  heart  liis  rod  he  held, 

And  calmly  watched  the  tide. 
Till  fast,  witli  many  a  circling  wreath. 

He  marked  tire  wave*  unclose. 
And  beauteju<  from  the  deeps  beneath 

A  syrea  nymph  uprose. 

She  sang  t )  him,  she  tpake  to  him — 

'•  Why  thus  my  watery  biood. 
With  lies  of  human  scr  atagem 

To  these  death-heats  delude  '! 
Oh,  coul  Ist  thou  see  how  happy  live 

The  little  fish  below, 
Thyselt  beneath  the  flood  wouldst  dive. 

And  bliss  for  ever  know. 

"  Doth  not  the  dear  Sun  bathe  him  here  ? 

The  sweet  Moon  bathe  her,  too  ? 
Rise  not  their  faces  doubly  fair. 

Wave- breathing  to  the  view  ? 
Doth  not  this  deeper  heaven  thee  charm — 

This  moistly-gloriijus  blue  V 
Doth  not  thine  own  rejected  form. 

Amid  th'  eternal  dew  V  " 
•  *  •  *  • 

Tlie  waters  rushed,  the  waters  swelled, 

Tlrey  kissed  his  naked  feet ; 
A  wondrous  charm  his  heart  impelled 

Some  L'nknown  Love  to  greet : 
She  sang  to  him,  she  spake  t  >  him, 

Half  plunged  he  fiom  the  shore. 
Half  drew  she  him  to  sea-caves  dim. 

The  Fisher  lose  no  more. 

— E.  F. 


Another  very  interesting  and  instructive  meeting 
was  held  on  WedoesHay,  when,  after  listening  to 
good  sport  all  over  the  country,  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates, 
who  is  a  recognised  authority  on  sea  leads,  not  only 
displayed  a  bewildering  assortment — all  sizes,  and 
many  of  great  antiquity — but  actually  lighted  a 
little  furnace  (on  the  table),  and,  after  making  his 
moulds,  sent  the  cast  round  to  the  members  '*  all 
hot  and  well  done."  There  were  several  really  good 
leads  exhibited,  and  I  was  glad  to  see  that  Messrs. 
F.  and  G.  Arthur's  new  "  Grip  "  sea  lead,  which  was 
noticed  so  favourably  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  recently, 
was  also  very  favourably  spoken  of  by  many  mem- 
bers who  have  used  them.  They  may  be  procured 
of  every  fishing  tackle  dealer.  Although  Mr.  Bates 
made  the  casting  appear  very  simple,  I  think  I 
shall  do  the  same  as  I  do  with  flies,  worms,  and 
gentles — buy  them,  not  make  them. 


Mr.  Oakeshott,  our  correspondent  at  Ashford, 
Middlesex,  writing  apropos  of  the  note  re  the 
Laleham  white  pike,  says : — "  Your  correspondent 
of  last  week  is  a  little  behind  the  times.  The  pike 
referred  to  is  the  one  at  which  you  scoffed  (wicked 
'Dragnet'!)  some  seven  months  ago.  It  would 
not  be  fail-  to  give  the  Laleham  ponds  a  false 
reputation  for  white  pike  or  white  lies.  The  facts 
are  briefly  these:  The  fish  was  caught  in  October 
last,  its  measurements  are  as  told  last  week.  When 
sending  up  to  acquaint  you  with  its  capture  in 
October  or  November  last,  I  had  not  seen  the  fish, 
as  it  was  being  set  up.  Remembering  your  scoffing 
incredulity,  I  have  since  viewed  it,  and  can  vouch 
for  the  fact  that  it  is  white,  though  doubtless  the 
fins,  which  were  originally  red,  have  lost  some  of 
their  pristine  ruddiness  in  the  setting  up  process." 


"  Spectator  "  writes :  —  "  Capital  fishing  was 
witnessed  by  100  to  150  people  in  the  Central  Park, 
Ilford,  on  Monday  evening,  when  an  angler,  a 
Mr.  Turner,  of  Ley-street,  Ilford,  landed  from  the 
lake  a  brace  of  bream  which,  when  weighed  and 
measured  by  the  water-bailiff,  were  as  follows : 
IJlb.,  17in.  (bait  used,  paste);  2Jlb.,  I8in.  (bait 
used,  brandling).  A  third  fish  was  hooked  by  the 
same  angler,  but  slipped  the  hook  owing  to  some 
misunderstanding  with  the  landing-net." 


One  ungrateful  man  does  an  injury  to  all  who  are 
wretched. 


In  the  MorninqLeader  of  June  28,  the  writer  of  a 
trout  story  under  the  column  *'  About  Angling " 
says  : — "  An  angler,  who  had  had  much  experience 
of  trout  in  thick  water,  was  invited  for  the  day  to 
fish  a  length  of  the  famous  chalk  stream,  though 
with  little  confidence  in  his  success.  He  equipped 
himself  with  a  complicated  and  costly  outfit  and 
sallied  forth  at  daybreak.  Until  late  in  the  day 
he  tried  every  dodge  he  knew  without  success. 
At  length  he  espied  a  fine  trout  lying  on  the 
bed  of  the  river.  Before  this  he  pitched  a  variety 
of  floating  flies,  but  without  even  cau-?ing  the 
fish  to  move.  The  maddening  trout  remaine  l 
as  if  stuck  fast,  and  then  at  length  the  angler  fell 
under  such  temptation  and  quickly  secnre  i  it  in 
his  landing  net.  He  had  transferr-ed  it  to  his  basket, 
and  was  well  on  his  homewa' d  way,  when  he  was  met 
by  H  party  of  his  friends.  '  Well,'  they  said, '  much 
sport '/ '  '  Only  one,'  he  replie.l  jauntily,  producins; 
the  fish,  a  fine  sr  ecimen,  from  his  creel  Their 
scepticism  changed  to  admiration,  and  all  mi'ht 
have  gone  well  but  for  the  unfortunate  thoioughnes  \ 
of  one  veteran,  who  after  examining  the  trout  with 
an  attorrtron  to  detail  that  rnsde  our  frien'i  un 
comfortable,  looked  uo  over  his  glasses  with, '  Wiuit 
fly  did  you  say  you  to'^k  this  on  ?'  'Oh.  I  really 
lorget,'  was  tho  airy  reply,  'I  use  so  many  '  'Well,' 
retorted  the  mercili'SS  one.  'that's  the  first  time  I 
ever  knew  a  blind  trout  take  a  fly.'  " 


I.v  his  "  Occasional  Notes "  the  Editor  gives  an 
amusing  account  of  "  A  Fishing  Permit  "  I  i  emerii 
ber  being  t  .Id  when  I  was  just  a  year  or  two  younger 
that  I  would  find  bait  in  pi  -nty  if  I  cared  to  tdke 
it,  by  just  going  round  to  the  back  of  the  house, 
lift  the  Utch  and  walk  in.  I  drd ;  I  saw  the  bait 
but  received  a  bite. 


Electricity  is  shacking  to  take,  and  a  little  of 
it  goes  a  long  way. 


Thr  Daily  Express  says: — "There  is  no  rever- 
ence in  America.  A  railway  adverti-e-<  fishing  in 
Colorado  as  fallows:  '  True  disciples  of  Ike  Walton 
wdl  not  let  the  summer  pass  without  a  visit  to 
these  streams.'  " 


Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  announces  that  a  general  committee 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next, 
(July  3  at  8.30  p.m.,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C. 


A  BOOKSELLER  advertises  that  he  has  plenty  of 
scarce  books  for  sale. 


The  farmers  at  La  Rochelle  and  the  neighbour- 
ing districts  are  greatly  troubled  with  field  mice, 
their  numbers  being  estimated  in  millions.  Many 
methods  of  extermination  have  been  employed, 
among  them  a  virus,  which  is  piepared  in  com- 
bination with  a  tempting  broth.  The  inhabitants 
are  marshalled  by  the  Mayor  in  semi-military 
formation,  and  the  bait  spread  methodically.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  mortality  induced  by  it  as  the 
result  of  experiments  in  the  case  of  field  mice  is  as 
high  as  98  per  cent,  within  fifteen  days.  This  is 
mainly  owing  to  the  contagious  nature  of  the  virus 
in  regard  to  rats  and  mice  only. — Chemist  and 
Druggist. 


The  sign  displayed  in  the  window  of  an  American 
drinking  saloon  runs  as  follows :  "  If  your  wife 
drives  you  to  drink,  this  is  the  place  to  get  it. 
Step  right  in."  Of  course,  that  may  pass  muster 
across  the  pond,  but  if  you  are  away  from  home 
and  want  a  "snack"  go  to  the  old-established 
rendezvous  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  "  Craig's,"  184,  Fleet- 
street,  a  few  doors  from  the  B.S.A.S.  head- 
quarters. You  will  be  served  with  fish,  flesh, 
feather,  irrespective  of  time  or  weather,  under  the 
able  management  of  Mr.  H.  Taylor  (himself  an 
ardent  sea  angler),  late  of  the  Broad-street  Restau- 
rant, and  recently  the  meeting  place  of  the  C.L.P. 
City  men  speak  very  highly  of  the  catering  of  the 
"  genial  Harry  Taylor."  Dragnet. 
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Woics  from  f^e  Woxtlf, 

Loch  smgling  and  overnight  fishing  are  now 
boonaing.  The  first  is  most  enjoyable,  the  second 
fraught  with  chiUs,  midge  bites,  and  many  other 
discomforts. 


There  has  been  a  good  run  of  fish  on  the  east 
coast,  and  especially  of  grilse.  Of  course,  for  the 
lack  of  water  the  netsman  has  got  the  bulk  of  the 
grilse  and  all  the  big  salmon. 


The  salmon  season  is  practically  over,  and  on  the 
Dee  has  been  a  good  one,  although  very  unequal. 


From  the  St.  Magnus  Hotel,  Hillswick,  comes  the 
first  good  news  of  the  Shetlands,  which  augurs  well 
for  the  rest  of  the  season.  Mr.  J.  E.  Goold  had 
twenty-five  brown  trout  on  June  15,  and  Mr.  K.  A. 
Knox  (Glasgow)  twenty-five  on  June  16. 

Some  fine  heavy  trout  have  been  creeled  with  the 
minnow  on  the  Don,  Deveron,  and  such  -  like 
streams.  One  of  4^1b.  was  lately  got  on  the  Don 
at  Kemnay,  along  with  a  salmon  of  81b.,  by  Mr. 
Impey,  Aberdeen. 


A  good  few  red  fish  are  in  the  upper  pools,  but 
they  are  difficult  to  move.  An  angler  in  the 
Ballater  Dee  district  has  had  one  or  two  for  the 
week,  but  the  river  is  away  to  a  mere  streak. 


Some  very  fine  sea-fishing  is  presently  being  had 
along  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  particularly  at 
Peterhead,  Cruden  Bay,  etc.  From  now  till  the 
end  of  September  sport  will  be  a  certainty,  but 
meantime  off-shore  fogs  are  the  greatest  terror. 
The  fish,  chiefiy  cod,  whiting,  and  fiounder,  are 
plentiful. 


With  a  two  or  three  days'  rain  the  grilse  season 
would  be  saved  to  the  angler,  as  all  that  is  needed 
is  a  good  spate  to  clean  the  rivers  out. 


Mr.  J .  W.  Fenner,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  in 
Aberdeen,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Fenner  and  Master 
Alfred  Fenner,  on  a  visit  to  this  country.  They 
have  formed  a  party  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Clyne  to  visit  some  of  the  Highland  lochs,  prob- 
ably staying  for  some  time  at  Loch  Maree.  Mr. 
Fenner  and  Mr.  Clyne  are  members  of  the  celebrated 
Castalia  Trout  Club,  Ohio,  and  they  have  had  a 
pleasant  reunion  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Special  Scotch. 


Jlssociafiotts,  etc, 

Blenheim  Anqlijjg  Society, 
On  June  21,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  occupied  the  chair. 
It  was  decided  to  postpone  the  "  sides"  competition 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  The  chairman,  who  had 
attended  the  Delegates'  Meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  on  June  19,  gave  a  long  report  of  the 
proceedings  at  that  meeting,  and  was  accorded  a  vote 
of  thanks.  Several  routine  matters  of  business  were 
disposed  of.  The  bailiff  of  the  Uxbridge  section  of 
the  society's  water  reports  that  roach  up  to  1  lb.  3oz. 
have  been  taken  in  that  section.  Several  members 
have  visited  Harefield  recently,  but  sport  has  been 
quiet,  the  hot  weather  not  being  favourable  for 
fishing.  Mr.  Cracknel],  however,  had  a  nice  eel  of  31b., 
and  two  lady  friends  of  a  member  took  perch  and 
jack.  Very  many  fine  roach,  dace,  and  bream  were 
to  be  seen,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  are 
plenty  of  good  fish  in  the  water.  Roach  and  chub 
fishing  commences  July  1  in  the  Harefield  section  of 
the  society's  water. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  well -attended  meeting  presided  over  by  Mr. 
E.  H.  Higgs,  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday  last,  wa? 
exceptionally  interesting.  Fishing  reports  were 
numerous.  Mr.  John  Warne  had  taken  some  fine 
trout  at  Blagdon,  including  fish  of  21b.  6oz., 
21b.  8oz.,  21b.  lOoz.,  21b.  12oz.,  31b.  6oz.,  4lb.  6oz., 
and  61b.  2oz.  ;  also  taking  at  St.  Ives,  bream, 
rudd,  and  eels;  whilst  Mr.  Salisbury  (private 
water)  reported  several  tench ;  Mr.  F.  James  at 
Grove  P'erry  had  had  over  two  dozen  nice  roach ; 
Mr.  A-  H.  Palmer  (Suffolk),  some  forty  roach,  up  to 
1  lb.  S^oz. ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  (Warerrave),  small  chub 
and  a  tine  eel  of  21b. ;  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox  (Tilehurst),  five 
perch  and  one  chub.  Pvoports  of  sea  fishing  were 
made  by  Mr.  J.  Hurren  (Bournemouth  and  South- 
aea),  forty  pouting  and  sea-perch  and  one  bass;  Mr. 
Begemie  (Brighton),  some  twenty  flatfish;  Dr. 
Ladell  (Newhaven),  forty  flatfish  and  pouting;  and, 
last  but  not  least,  Mewrs.  E.  P.  Beamont  and  T. 
and  W.  Gilbert  had  on  the  trays  a  nice  lot  of  flatfish 
from  Leigh.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Thompson  received 


a  special  [vote  of  thanks  for  kind  hospitality  to  a 
large  party  of  members  at  a  recent  visit  to  Boxmoor 
for  fly  fishing  practice,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  who 
superintended  the  practical  part,  being  also 
cordially  thanked.  Tne  grand  event,  almost  at  the 
close  of  the  meeting,  was  the  presentation  by  Mr. 
F.  E.  Martinez  of  a  magnificent  loving  cup  or 
tankard  of  exquisite  design  in  oxydized  silver, 
the  cup  being  of  large  size  and  decorated  with 
many  emblematic  figures  in  high  relief.  The 
donor,  in  acknowledging  an  enthusiastic  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  valuable  gift,  expressed  in  outline  his 
intention  that  the  cup  should  be  a  prize  to  be 
awarded  to  the  captor  of  the  largest  trout  caught 
during  the  current  season,  but  left  detaik  of  con- 
ditions to  the  C.L.P.S.  committee.  The  usual  toast 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
terminated  the  proceedings  of  a  veiy  eventful  and 
enjoyable  meeting.  Will  members  kindly  note  that 
the  punt  competition  previously  arranged  to  take 
place' on  July  11  is  to  be  postponed  to  Tuesday, 
July  18,  also  that  on  Tuesday,  July  4,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker  will  read  a  paper. — Hon.  Sec. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  first  bottom  match  of  the  season  was  fished 
at  Fritton  Lake,  on  June  22,  by  twenty-seven 
members,  who  had  fairly  good  sport,  the  best  take 
being  221b.  Prize  winners  were  A.  C.  Bradshaw, 
J.  H.  Fortescue,  W.  Boning,  and  S.  Graystone.  A 
specimen  perch  of  1  lb.  7|oz.  was  weighed  in  by 
J.  H.  Fortescue.— W.  C.  S. 

Qresham  Anglinq  Society. 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  presided  over  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  was  very  cordially 
welcomed  after  an  absence  of  several  weeks  owing 
to  rheumatism.  Several  applications  for  member- 
ship were  received,  and  will  be  proceeded  with  in 
due  course.  There  was  not  so  long  a  list  of  fishing 
reports  this  week,  but  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  had  nearly 
301b.  of  good  roach  in  an  outing;  and  some  good 
trout  have  been  taken  from  the  society's  waters  at 
Chesham,  Messrs.  Cheeld  and  H.  S.  Saunders  being 
the  successful  captors.  Members  are  reminded  that 
the  Kelvedon  water  is  open  for  fishing,  but  care 
should  be  taken  to  see  that  no  damage  is  done  to 
the  grass,  if  stUl  uncut.  There  will  be  a  committee 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next  at  7  prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

At  the  last  meeting,  after  the  usual  routine 
business  had  been  disposed  of,  the  members 
gave  their  experiences  during  the  week.  Mr. 
Dunn  caught  dace  and  chub  up  to  31b.  3oz.  ;  Mr. 
Shaw  roach  up  to  lib.  3}oz.,  and  dace.  ll|^oz. 
The  secretary  reported  that  Mr.  G.  Westrup 
in  two  days'  fishing  had  taken  several  good 
trout  on  the  fly,  best  fish,  4|lb. ;  another  day, 
bottom  fishing,  secured  tench  up  to  2lb.  14oz. 
Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Greenhill  a  specimen  dace  from  the 
lower  Thames,  14oz,,  and  several  other  members 
have  had  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  but  no  specimens. 
Will  members  please  make  a  note  of  the  outings  to 
Reedham  on  July  22  and  23,  and  if  going  send  in 
their  names  to  the  secretary  as  soon  as  possible. — 
Sec,  pro  tern. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  our  mBeting  on  June  27. 
A  vote  of  condolence  was  passed  to  Mrs  Rollina;s 
upon  the  loss  of  her  husband,  the  late  Mr.  -T.  H. 
Rollings.  The  following  have  weighed  in  :  Mr.  W. 
Colbert,  tench,  up  to  1  lb.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  G.  Hill, 
tench,  up  to  31b.  3|oz.,  gross,  7lb.  loz.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Gutteridge,  one  dace  9oz.  ;  Mr.  S.  Stone,  91b.  13o?. 
of  roach,  81b.  of  dace,  two  chub,  41b.  15oz.,  best 
31b.  8^oz.— H.  C.  M  ,  Hon.  Ssc. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  (president)  was  in  the  chair  at 
Monday's  meeting.  It  was  announced  that  the 
summer  dinner  will  take  place  at  Newbury,  as 
usual,  on  Saturday,  July  22,  at  6  p.m.  Members 
will  receive  notification  and  further  particulars  in 
due  course  of  this  interesting  annual  function. 
Members  attending  the  dinner  will  have  com- 
plimentary tickets  to  fish  the  society's  watera, 
upon  application  to  the  hon.  secretary,  for  any 
friend  or  friends  who  may  accompany  them  as 
guests.  Coarse  fishing  opens  on  the  society's  waters 
to-day  (Saturday).  From  the  angling  experiences 
recorded  it  appeared  that  a  nice  trout  had  been 
killed  at  Uxbridge  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Dunn,  weighing 
just  under  2lb.  Mr.  Fletcher  had  a  brace  (returned) 
and  several  coarse  fish  of  sorts.  Mr.  Ball  had  sport 
on  the  Lambourn  with  the  Sedge,  but  on  the  Itchen 
the  chairman  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  though  capturing 
several  trout,  had  none  of  any  size.  They,  how- 
ever, landed  some  big  grayling.  Last  week's  report 
went  astray  in  the  post.  The  principal  items  in 
this  were  the  failure  of  the  May  Fly  rise,  and  the 
unusually  large  number  of  good  trout  which  had 
been  killed  on  the  Lambourn  on  Silver  and  Brown 
Sedges. — Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 


RAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
The  new  summer  time-tables  of  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  are  now  issued,  and  it  would 
appear  that  the  list  of  improvements  is  more  than 
usually  large.  The  advent  of  the  new  harbour  at 
Heysham  admits  of  an  improved  connection  with 
the  Isle  of  Man  and  the  North  of  Ireland.  Lovers 
of  the  salubrious  little  island  in  the  Irish  Sea  will  be 
able  to  leave  St.  Pancras  at  the  comfortable  hour  of 
8.30  a.m.,  with  the  prospect  of  arriving  at  Douglas 
shortly  after  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  by  the  new 
Manxman,  which  is  propelled  with  turbine  engines, 
and  is  luxuriously  appointed  with  accommodation 
for  1600  people.  Travellers  returning  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  by  the  9  p.m.  boat  from  Belfast  to 
Heysham  will  be  landed  at  St.  Pancras  at  10.40 
a.m.  by  breakfast  car  express.  By  the  Stranraer 
route  the  night  service  will  be  accelerated  so  that 
passengers  leaving  Belfast  at  0.30  p.m.  will  bo 
brought  into  St.  Pancras  at  7.30  a.m.  the  following 
morning  by  sleeping  car  express.  Quite  a  new 
feature  of  the  July  arrangements  is  the  through 
express  which  will  be  run  in  each  direction  through- 
out the  summer  between  the  principal  Midland 
towns  and  the  south-east  coast,  with,  in  some 
instances,  through  carriages.  By  this  route  pas- 
sengers avoid  the  inconvenience  of  crossing  London. 
A  similar  service  is  also  arranged  to  and  from 
Southampton,  Portsmouth,  Guildford,  and  other 
L.  &  S.  W.  stations  via  Hendon  and  Woking.  The 
Scotch  express  service  comes  in  for  a  large  share  of 
attention.  A  new  Highland  express  will  leave  St. 
Pancras  at  7.15  p.m.,  with  dining  and  supper  cars 
to  Leeds,  and  sleeping  cars  to  Edinburgh,  Perth, 
Aberdeen,  and  Inverness.  The  9.30  a.m.  Scotch 
express  from  St.  Pancras  has  been  divided,  the 
first  portion  for  Edinburgh  leaving  at  9.30,  and  the 
second  for  Glasgow  at  9.45.  A  similar  arrangement, 
as  regards  duplication,  will  be  made  in  the  case  of 
the  11.30  a.m.  out  of  St.  Pancras.  The  11  p.m. 
sleeping  car  express  from  Edinburgh  to  St.  Pancras 
will  be  in  connection  with  trains  from  the  West 
Highlands,  Montrose,  Dundee,  etc.  Sleeping  cars 
and  through  carriages  will  also  leave  Inverness  at 
3.50,  Aberdeen  5.35,  and  Perth  at  7.55  p.m.,  and  be 
attached  to  the  10  p.m.  express,  Edinburgh  to 
Carlisle  and  the  south.  By  this  train  passengers 
will  be  ensure!  an  early  arrival  at  St.  Pancras 
(London)  and  other  Midland  stations.  A  through 
non-stop  express  will  leave  St.  Pancras  for  Sheffield 
at  9.45  a.m.,  and  a  train  will  leave  Leeds  at  3.45 
p.m.  for  St.  Pancras,  running  through  without  stop. 
The  London,  Manchester,  and  Blackburn  service 
will  also  be  improved. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
"Rapid  travel  in  luxury."    These  words  appear 
on  the  cover  of  the  time-table  issued  by  the  Great 
Central  Railway  Company  for  July,  August,  and 
September,  and  a  perusal  of  its  contents  demonstrate 
that  this  enterprising  company  intends  to  justify 
the  use  of  such  a  phrase.  Many  important  accelera- 
tions have  been  made  in  the  train  service  affecting 
all  parts  of  the  country.    The  express  train  known 
as  the  Sheffield  express,  leaving  Marylebone  at 
3.25  p.m.,  will  cover  the  164J  miles  to  Sheffield 
without  a  stop  in  170  minutes,  an  average  speed  of 
58'14  miles  per  hour.    For   126J  miles  of  the 
journey  the  speed   will    average  63   miles  per 
hour.     To  Leicester,  the  journey  of    103  mile? 
will  be  completed  in  104  minutes,  and  to  Notting- 
ham,  a  distance  of   126   miles,  will  be  run  in 
134  minutes.     Between  London  and  Manchester 
the  journey  will  be  completed  in  3  hours  50  minutes, 
Halifax  in  4  hours  13  minutes,  Bradford  in  4  hoars 
30  minutes,  Harrogate  in  4  hours  35  minutes,  and 
York  in  4  hours  10  minutes.    The  train  service 
between  London  (Marylebone)  and  Stratford-on- 
Avon  otters  the  quickest  and  most  convenient  route. 
Commencing  July  8,  through  tourist  express  trains 
to  York,  Bridlington,  Scarborough,  and  North  East 
Coast  will  leave  Marylebone  at   10.0  a.m.  and 
12.15  p.m.    All  express  trains  are  vestibuled,  and 
have  a  buffet  car  attached  available  for  first  and 
third-class  passengers.    The  through  service  be- 
tween  Newcastle,  York,  Bradford,  HuddersfieM, 
Sheffield  and  Southampton,  Bournemouth,  etc.,  has 
been  considerably  improved  ;    and  commencing 
July  10  through  express  trains  will  be  run  between 
Southampton  and  Scarborough  by  the  direct  route 
via  Banbury  and  Oxford.    In  connection  with  the 
Great  Western  Railway  the  Great  Central  run 
through  tourist  expresses  between  Leeds,  Halifax, 
Huddersfield,  Sheffield,  Nottingham,  Leicester  and 
Bath,  Biistol,  Exeter,  Torquay,  Kingswear,  Ply- 
mouth and  the  Cornish  Rivierj  via  Banbury  anj 
Oxford. 
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ANOLERS'    HOTEJLS,    FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &o. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 


Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
Beveral  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegiapliic  Address:  "Macfadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilnielfoid." 

FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivers  Exo  and  Barlo  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers  ;  quite  in  the  country  ; 
Scenery ;  Horses  and  Carriages  ;  Golf ; 
Billiards. 
C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Lough vidy;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Pishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY   CROBS,  ANOZKSET. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  Hve 
miles'  drive,  or  3d.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
iclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  frcun  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor. — Proprietor, T..J.  COTTRELL. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TRODT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Ik.  ;  Daily,  6s. 
Boat  and  Man,  6s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
tTms  on  Upper  Water. — ArtdrRns.  Manaqerkss 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish 
ing  in  Scotland.  Last  season's  catch 
14,G15  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. 
Particulars  on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor 


SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea 'J'ront,  and  Salniu 
Fishing  Ki-ee  from  tliis  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tonsn 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  Dest  months,  May 
.June,  .July.  Good  health  resort,  with  mounlai 
and  sea  air.  Kail  to  bairg,  thence  coach  to 
loufue.— Apply  to  M.  Macinnbs. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  ANION'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


LOGHENBRECK  HOTEL 

^1  AM) 

^  CASTLE  DOUGLAS, 

South  Scotland. 

r.Kcellent  'J'ront  Fishing  in 
Loch  free  to  Visitors  staying 

at  Ihe  Hotel. 
For  Terms,  apply  Pi'oprietor. 


GOOD  IPISHING- 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE   LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAJNS.  (Isepe.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JCRA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


RILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.  Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodjbtion  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hurley,  "Abboj'  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


"And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling.' 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAX^  MOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  O'f  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fishingon  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Ten  bury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  THOMAS  E.  BANKS,  Manager. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  I^SI^: 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.   ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 


MUNICH. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL 


First-ClasH.       Clioiceat  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


GOOD .  ■ 
FREE  . . 
FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  <tc.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts. 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  -July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
^  distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
iniitcd.  Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Harris." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbcrt  Harris. 


ANGLERS'  INN, 

ENNERDALE  LAKE,  CUMBERLAND 

(Situate  on  tlie  Shore  of  the  Luke). 

Scenery  Wild  and  Picturesque,  and  Air 
Dry  and  Bracing.  Exclusive  Fishing 
and  Boating  Rights  on  Lake.  Excellent 
Trout  Fishing  free  to  Visitors.  Good 
.supply  of  safe  Boats.    Apply  for  Tariff — 

ROBERT  FAULDER, 

Angflers'  Inn,  Ennordale,  Cleator, 
CUMBERLAND. 


COMFORTABLE  COUNTRY  QUARTERS 

IN  CHARMING  DISTRICT. 


LOUGM  MASK. 

The  best  Free  Fishing  in  Ireland,  either  I'^ly 
'ishinj;  or  Trolling  for  large  Trout  and  big  Pike. 
Here  you  can  have  the  benefit  of  your  holidays. 

j  yn\i  are  right  on  the  spot.  House  within  30 
yards  of  best  Hsniug  on  llask  ;  also  l.OUO  acres  of 
iho  itin.'.viz.,  fiionse,  Partridge,  Hare  and  hnipe. 
'ood  l)oats  and  exi)erieuced  bo'iri^ien.  Moderate 
■li.Tr^'es.  ballirirobe  nearestradway  station.— For 
erm^,  cVc. ,  apply  to  P.  Sc.MMKRvn.LK,  Kilbride 
Lodge,  Clonbur.  Co.  Gahvay. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo 

FREE  SALMON,  TKOUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  <ni  fom- loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
niannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
tishing  from  the  one  boat,  bx.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
ou  .Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLAKKE. 


Free  Fishing  and  Shooting,  Boating, 
Bowling  and  Tennis.    Board  Residence. 

MISS  RUTHERFORD, 
Cartrefle,    Lochmaben,  N.B. 


WHICHFORD  MILL,  SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR, 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

Old-fashioned  farmhouse  (dated  (1711).  Board 
esidence  3 J/-  weekly.    Trout,  Coarse  Fishine, 
and  Shooting,  2/(J  daily,  or  t2  2.v.  per  week, 
iclusive.   Bailway  St.ation,  Hook  Norton,  i;i<t 
Banbury.    Apply,  K.  E.  COOK. 

.Some  Ej:ti-ttct^  fi-mn  Vinitirrsi'  Book. 
Six  brace  of  good  trout,  in  spite  of  cold  east  wliida  : 
water  much  better  than  it  looks.'' 

Have  just  finished  niv  first,  but  not  last  visit  to 
Whichlord  ."Mill.' 

■'  Mr.  and  myself  caught  eight  brice  of  trout 

on  Thursday  afternoon.  We  have  left  a  couple  of  two- 
pounders  in  the  stream  below." 

"  Second  visit  and  more  enjoyable  even  than  the  first 
Plenty  of  good  sport.'" 


Read  Tlr&is. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stan[ips,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  28. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

John  llWlilte   &  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  TEST 
AND  BOURNE, 

Near  Whitchurch,  Hants.  One  rod  for  month, 
and  one  for  a  week. — Price  and  particulars  to 
"A.F.T.,"  Dartrey  House,  Osborne  Road 
.Southsea. 


Worms  and  other  Live  Bait 

Fresh  daily,  packed  in  moss.  Brandlinss 
Maidendews,  Reds,  &c.  300,  1».  6d.  ;  500,  2.i.  ; 
1,0U0,  3k.  6d.    Gentles  from  Is.  per  bag. 

LARGE  LOBS  FOR  SALMON  FISHING, 

U.  6d.  per  100.   All  carriage  paid.  Address, 
r.  HOLMES, 
10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds. 


TO  LET  OR  SELL. 

ATiOUT  A  MII.K  OF 
SALMON    AND    TROUT  FISHING 
ON    WELSH  DEE, 

tozelher  witli  Residence— ten-roomed  furaislied 
Villa,  with  Stahling,  Lawn  Tennis.  Boats,  and 
little  Shootinj;,  &c.  Terms  .CS  weekly,  or  would 
sell  the  Freehold  complete,  £2,000.  —  Apply 
HowcKOFT,  Shipton  .Street,  ISolton,  Latics. 


TO  BE  LET. 

ERREW  HOUSE, 

.  Lough  Conn,  Crossmolina,  Co,  Mayo, 

H'lO  be  let,  upon  such  terms  as  may  be 
^  agreed  upon,  the  premises  known 
as  Errew  House,  on  the  shores  of  Lough 
Conn,  Crossmolina,  8  miles  from  Ballina. 
The  house  is  large  and  commodious,  with 
dining  room,  drawing  room,  morning 
room,  11  bedrooms,  2  bathrooms,  2  w.c.'s., 
hot  and  cold  water,  office,  2  kitchens, 
and  servants'  apartments.  With  the 
house  the  tenant  can  have  free  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.  Shooting  can  be 
rented  iu  the  locality  on  moderate  terms. 
Grazing  land  up  to  80  acres  can  be  given 
witli  the  house  if  required.  The  house 
is  situated  on  an  eminence  commmdiog 
a  splendid  view  of  lake  and  mountain,  in 
a  most  healthy  locality.  For  terms  of 
letting  and  full  particulars  apply  to — 
WM.  M.  BOLAND, 

Auctioneer,  Ballina. 


CLUE  YOURJYE  ON  THIS. 

The  New  Edition  of 

"HOW  TO  TIE  FLIES  FOR  TROUT 
AND  GRAYLING  FISHING," 

By  H.  G.  McClelland  (Fully  Illustrated), 
is  now  ready,  and  can  be  had,  by  sending 
2/4  in  stamps,  from  the  Manager,  Fishing 
Oaeetle,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London. 


TO    ROACH  ANGLERS. 

Single  hair  selected  Roach  Bottoms,  half- 
dozen  21- ;  or  25  lengths,  1/9  ;  50,  3/-.  Self- 
cocking  Floats,  four  sizes.  9d. — J.  PICKBRSGILL, 
31,  Rydall  Street,  Holbeck.  Leeds. 


5,000  ANGLERS  WANTED 

to  send  stamp  for  our  Special  Clearance 
Sale  Catalogue,  absolutely  the  cheapest 
Catalogue  ever  published.  Superior 
KoACH  Rods,  balance  handles,  winch 
fittings,  3/-  each  ;  Superior  Greenheart 
Trout  Rods,  5/-;  Superior  Pike  Rods, 
3/6 ;  Cyclists'  Pocket  Rods,  5/- ; 
Greenheart  Salmon  Rods,  10/6. 
Tackle  equally  cheap. — Address, 

FRED  KINGS  &  CO., 

Sutton  Cold  field,  BIRMINGHAM. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

rtacD  American  anglers  by  advertising  ut 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpoo, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  otht: 
departments  are :  Shooting,  Natural  History. 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
PORBION  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YBAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &,  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane  OornhMi  London. 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO 
New  York,  U.S.A. 
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letters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  BRUE  RIVER,  HIGH- 
BRIDGE,  SOMERSET. 

Deak  Ser, — Re  inquiry  about  fishiag  in  Brue  river 
(Highbridge).  There  is  a  very  flourishing  club  at 
Highbridge  (Secretary,  Mr.  H.  Howell).  Day 
tickets  obtainable  from  him  (6d.  per  day).  Splendid 
carp  and  jack  fishing  and  good  roaching  can  be 
obtained.  The  Weston-super-Mare  Club  alsio  rent  a 
stretch  of  the  water  from  the  Highbridge  Club,  and 
the  Golden  Carp  (BristDl)  also  have  water  there. 
While  you  are  singing  the  praises  of  Blagdon,  I 
should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  splendid 
coarse  fishing  obtaioable  in  the  West.  Weston- 
super-Mare  is  the  best  crntre.  Blag  Ion  is  only 
twelve  to  thirteen  miles  by  road  ana  forty-eight 
minutes  per  Great  Western  Railway,  aad  the  Axe  is 
three  miles  sjuth  of  Weston-super-Mare,  and  tive 
minutes  by  raUway.  Highbridge  is  nine  miles  by 
railway.  The  Axe  is  a  splendid  coarse  fishing 
river,  and  the  Weston  Association  rent  waters 
at  Bleadon  (River  Axe),  Brue,  Highbridge,  Pen- 
water,  Wick,  St.  Lawrence,  etc.  Day  tickets,  la. 
per  day  ;  2i.  Gd.  per  week.  The  latter  stream  runs 
into  the  Yeo  river  near  its  mouth,  and  mullet 
are  at  times  plentiful  there.  One  can  combine  a 
seaside  holiday  with  the  advantages  of  trout- 
fishing  at  Blagdon,  Cheddar,  and  Congresbury,  and 
good  coarse  fishing  in  the  well-stocked  waters  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  while  the  scenerv  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood is  equal  to  anything  in  the  country. 
The  rivers  are  certainly  small,  but  the  fish  are  not. 
Whether  it  is  the  abundance  of  insect  life,  or  the 
suitability  of  climate  or  water,  it  is  evident  that 
with  tiout  and  coarse  fish  the  size  of  the  fish  is  well 
above  the  average.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  furnish 
any  further  information  to  intending  visitors. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  G.  Brooks,  Hon.  Sec. 

Weston-super-Mare  Angling  Association. 

P.S. — The  We?ton-super-Mare  Association  intend 
to  stock  the  Axe  with  bream  next  autumn, 
but  have  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
getting  same.  Can  any  of  your  readers  help  me 
with  mformation  ?  All  the  coarse-fish  breeders 
appear  to  be  out  of  stock  with  exception  of  Mr. 
Ford,  of  Caistir,  who  has  an  order  for  next  autumn 
to  execute.  When  I  read  of  the  quantity  netted  by 
the  T.P.S.  it  makes  me  feel  envious,  and  wish  that 
some  were  in  the  Axe,  where  I  feel  sure  they  would 
do  well. 


FISHING  AT  AND  NEAR  ILFRACOMBE. 

Dear  S[B, — Some  time  ago  I  saw  in  your  valuable 
paper  the  name  of  a  book  which  describes  the  fishing 
round  Ilfracombe.  This  name  I  have  forgotten, 
and  I  should  be  grateful  if  any  of  your  readers  could 
let  me  have  the  name  and  the  publishers  of  this 
book. — Yours  truly.  Coachman. 

[The  little  guide  referred  to  is  Mr.  Vernon's,  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Twiss,  of  Ilfracombe,  pi  ice  6d. 
It  gives  some  very  useful  information  as  to  the  sea 
and  fresh- water  fishing,  and  will  doubtle-s  send  a 
lot  of  people  to  Ilfracombe.  As  regards  the  trout 
fishing,  I  fear  it  takes  some  hours  to  get  to  any 
worth  going  to  from  Iliracombe. — Ed.] 


"SPENT  WICKHAMS,"  AND  OTHER  FLIES. 

Deab  Sib, — In  your  "Occasional  Notes"  of 
J  one  24  you  say  that  when  getting  flies  at  Messrs. 
Peek  and  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-road,  London,  you 
were  amused  to  see  one  box  labelled  "  Spent 
Wickhams,"  and  you  end  thus:  "Where  fish  are 
suspicious  of  the  ordinary  cock-wing  dry-fly,  many 
of  them  would  be  taken  in  by  this  Spent  Wickham 
coming  over  them  ,with  his  wings  out  flat  on  the 
water." 

Wall,  now,  Siree,  I  guess  you  are  a  humorist,  as 
well  as  an  editor. 

Not  very  long  ago  a  short  letter  (or  brief  article) 
appeared  in  your  own  journal,  in  which  the  writer 
very  modestly  ventured  to  suggest  that  dry-fly  men 
Hhould  try  the  effect  of  Hies  diessed  on  the  principle 
of  a  spent  fly.  The  writer  was  a  wet-fly  man,  and 
doubtless  felt  that  he  would  be  "chawed  up"  for 
his  "  cheek  " — in  thus  teaching  liis  grandmother  to 
suck  eggs. 

I  have  a  kind  of  a  sort  of  a  notion  that  he  corre- 
aponded  on  the  subject  with  one  or  both  of  the 
experts  named  herein — Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  or  "  Val 
Conson."  He  has  lost  all  record  of  the  correspond- 
ence, and  will  be  grateful  to  any  reader  of  the 
Fixhing  Gazelle  who  will  tell  him  where  it  is  to  be 
found  somewhere  in  the  back  numbers  of  the 
Fishing  Oazetle  with  a  smnll  sketch  showing  a  fly 
spread-eagled — after  the  form  of  a  "  spent"  fly. 

If  there  is  any  credit  in  originating  the  idea, 


surely  he  who  originated  it  should  not  be  ignored, 
even  if  he  is  a  wet-fly  fisherman,  and  your  old 
correspondent,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[I  remember  Mr.  Tod's  suggestion  and  the  illustra- 
tion, and  am  glad  to  see  it  appears  to  have  borne 
fruit — or,  rather,  flies.  Of  course,  some  oi  the  dry- 
fly  angler's  patterns  have  been  dressed  to  imitate 
the  spent  fly  for  over  twenty  years.  No  doubt 
some  D.  F.  purists  will  ridicule  tlie  idea  of  dressintf 
a  spent  '*  Wickham,' '  which  is  supposed  to  represent 
nothing;  particular.  But  if  the  ridicule  hose  is  turned 
on  there  are  lots  of  fads  in  fishing  which  would  stand 
a  good  dose  with  benefit. — Ed. J 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  THE  SEA. 

Dear  SrB, — I  should  be  so  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  numerous  readers  could  give  me 
particulars  of  any  seaside  place  (within  about  two 
hours  of  London)  where  good  coarse  fishing  is  to  be 
had  in  neighbourhood,  either  free  or  by  moderate 
payment.  If  you  could  give  me  any  information 
in  an  early  issue  of  your  valuable  paper  I  shoulJ  be 
extremely  obliged. — Yours  truly, 

John  C.  Pbatt. 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  TCJNBRIDGE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if 
you  could  tell  me  where  I  can  get  good .  coarse 
fishing  within  easy  distance  of  Tunbridge  Wells; 
also  good  jack  fishing  within  easy  reach  both  of 
this  place  and  London. — Yours  truly, 

George  Ranking. 


WORM  FISHING  IN  CLEAR  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  "Thymallus" 
pets  Stewart's  "Practical  Angler"  (3s,  6d.),  or 
Francis  Francis'  "  Book  of  Angling,"  or  Bickerdyke's 
"  Angling  for  Game  Fish  "  ( Is.  fid.),  he  will  leacn  all 
he  wants  to  know  of  worm  fishing  in  clear  water.— 
Yours  truly,  R.  W.  V. 


THE  REPQRT  RESPECTING  THE  LIDDLE. 

Dear  S[H, — You  say  in  the  Fishing  Oazetle  of 
June  24  that  your  correspondent  who  states  that 
the  River  Liddle  was  barred  so  as  to  prevent  salmon 
and  sea-trout  from  getting  up  was  probably  misin- 
formed. I  fear  not,  for  a  friend  of  mine  at 
Newcastleton  fells  me  that  the  people  are  getting 
up  a  petition  on  the  subject  to  their  M.P.  There  is  no 
smoke  without  fire.  You  say  the  authorities  would 
probably  take  action,  who  might  they  be  ?  Surely 
not  the  Inspectors  of  Salmon  Fisheries,  who  are  as 
much  use  as  the  fifth  wheel  of  a  coach.  It  would  be 
well  if  they  were  abolished  and  their  work  given  to 
the  police  of  each  fishery  district. — Yours  truly, 

Sprouston.  J.  Seymour. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Deab  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Moxon, 
the  sport  in  the  Oberalppee  is  very  good  ;  trout 
from  ^Ib.  to  IJlb.  are  plentiful,  and  the  average  is 
about  lib.  Good  spoit  may  be  had  providing 
weather  is  favourable.  Andermatt  is  five  miles 
away,  and  the  fishing  is  open  to  those  staying  at 
the  Hotel  Oberalp,  quite  close  to  the  Oberalpsee. 
The  proprietor  has  a  boat  for  the  u:e  of  his  guests, 
and  I  doubt  whether  your  correspondent  would  be 
able  to  fish  the  Oberalpsee  irom  Andermatt. 
Ordinary  Scotch  loch  flies  do  well  on  the  Obei-alpsee. 
Should  the  weather  be  unfavourable  for  fly,  spinning 
the  natural  minnow  or  phantom  generally  succeeds. 

There  are  few  trout,  and  these  only  small,  in  the 
upper  Reuss,  and  the  fishing  is  of  no  consequence. 
At  Amftey  it  is  much  better,  but  the  water  is 
generally  so  thick  with  glacial  matter  that  fly 
fishing  is  out  of  the  question  until  the  end  of 
August  or  early  in  September,  aocordiag  to  the 
amount  of  snow  on  the  high  Alps.  At  Amstey  the 
picturesque  Maderauer  Thai  may  bs  visited,  and 
good  trout  fishing  may  be  obtained  in  the  Golzern 
See,  with  accommodation  at  the  Hotel  Aloen- 
club,  both  quite  close  and  within  view  of  the  Hufi 
Glacier,  Gross  Scheirhorn,  Winsalle,  Ruchen,  and 
the  Todi  Group.  This  fine  valley  is  little  visited, 
and  only  known  to  "  peak  baggers"  and  members 
of  the  Alpine  Club. — Yours  truly, 

J.  F.  Cabruthebs  Belt.. 

[We  are  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Bell  for  this  very 
useful  information. — Ed.] 


VARNISH,  ETC.,  FOR  RODS. 

Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  "  Lochwood,"  re  varnish 
for  rods,  give  them  two  coats  of  best  copal  yacht 
varnish,  well  sponging  the  varnish  when  dry  with 
cold  water  after  each  cont ;  this  will  make  as  good 
a  job  as  any  varnish  will  do.  Why  not  paint  the 
rods  ?  Get  a  painter  to  make  up  a  small  quantity 
of  sharp  colour,  give  rods  one  coat  of  this,  when 
dry  give  two  coats  of  Aspinall's  enamel;  let  each 
coat  be  laid  on  evenly  and  thinly,  seeing  that  each 


coat  is  dry  before  next  is  put  on.  The  sharp  cilour 
could  be  tinted  to  match  colour  selected  to  finish 
with.  A  nice  deep  green  or  nut  brown  m^ke  a  very 
pretty  colour. 

"Lochwood"  would  find  this  method  far  and 
away  tlie  best  for  his  rods,  as  they  would  then 
stand  salt  water  and  the  rough  usage  sea  rods 
generally  got.  Any  other  information  "  Loch- 
wood "  requires  I  will  give  him. — Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  Vickeby. 


HAIR  V.  GUT. 
Dear  Sir, — In  connection  with  the  controversy 
"  Hair  V.  Gut,"  permit  me  to  remind  "  Woodcock  " 
that  it  greatly  depends  on  the  angler  liimself  for  the 
success  of  single  hair.  The  main  qualities  of  hair 
are  that  it  is  more  invisible  in  water,  and  does  not 
fray  or  wear  like  gut.  It  is  also  more  elastic  and 
more  deceptive  than  gut,  if  moderately  fine,  round, 
and  transparent.  A  cast  is  just  as  good  after  five 
years'  use  as  when  new.  Mr.  Fennell,  in  his  "  Book 
of  the  Roach,"  strongly  advises  hair  for  roach 
fishing.  At  one  time  I  usel  to  get  my  hair  from 
Burnley,  but  latterly  I  have  got  it  from  Mr. 
Pickersgill,  31,  Rydall -street,  Holbeck.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  a  skilful  angler  can  kill  more  fish 
with  hair  when  they  do  not  exceed  2lb.  weight. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  W.  Brett. 


HAIR  V.  GUT. 

DejVr  Sir, — Your  advice  to  "  Woodcock  "  is  the 
only  thing  to  say.  Hair  falls  lighter  and  is  easier 
to  get  out  straight  than  very  fine,  say,  5x  gut. 
Herein  lies  one  advantage.  You  hit  a  short,  half- 
hearted rise  better,  but  if  your  correspondent  can 
"  manipulate  "  an  extra  fine  cast,  against  a  slight 
wind  if  necessary,  he  will  kill  more  fish  in  shorl  rite 
on  gut  in  a  given  time.  Too  much  time  has  to  be 
expended  with  hair  over  a  |lb.  fish,  say,  in  rapid 
water,  when  the  rise  lists  perhaps  an  hour  only — 
at  least,  this  is  my  view. — Yours  truly. 

Golden  Grou.se. 

P.S. — Hair  is  not  liable  to  tangle  up  like  fine  gut 
is  in  a  little  breeze,  unless  the  lodster  is  quite  its 
master. 

[A  good  many  years  ago — it  must  be  twenty  at 
least — we  had  a  great  discussion  in  the  Fiahiny 
Oazetle  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  hair  v.  gut,  and  I 
accepted  a  challenge  from  "The  Raven"  (Balder- 
stone,  I  think,  was  his  name)  to  fish  with  gut,  he 
using  hair,  to  see  who  would  get  most  fish.  I  beat 
him  easily,  both  in  numbers  and  weight,  simply 
because  when  he  hooked  a  trout  he  had  to  be  so 
careful  and  let  the  fish  thoroughly  exhaust  itself 
before  he  could  get  it  to  the  uet.  It  was  only  a 
small  stream  (the  Laver,  near  Ripon),  and,  of 
course,  he  not  only  took  at  least  four  or  five  times 
as  long  as  I  did  with  each  fish,  but  he  put  down  all 
the  other  fish.  With  fine  drawn  gut  I  had  no 
difficulty  in  getting  the  fish,  to  rise  and  then  in 
quickly  killing  them,  as  they  only  ran  from  about 
4oz  to  8oz.  "  The  Raven  "  was  so  mad  at  being 
beaten  that  he  said  I  had  taken  trout  with  me 
hidden  in  my  basket  before  I  began.  Mr.  Walbran 
and  I  had  many  a  laugh  over  th&t  gul  v.  hair  match. 
If  we  lived  for  ever  hair  would  be  the  ideal  thing, 
but  when  angling  holidays  are  all  too  short,  as  well 
as  life,  I,  for  one,  cannot  afford  to  use  hair.  But 
the  best  plan  is  for  "Woodcock"  to  fish  a  match 
against  himself,  first  with  gut  and  then  with  hair. — 
Ed.] 


"FISHING  AT  WHICHFORD  MILL, 
SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR." 

Dear  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  in  the 
Fishing  Oazetle  of  June  17  1  notice  some  comments 
by  an  anonymous  correspondent  who  seems  to  be 
writing  from  hearsay  (a  very  dangei-ous  course  to 
take  in  the  public  Press).  He  says  the  "  river  is 
a  ditch  wliich  can  be  quite  easily  jumped  over." 
He  must  be  a  good  jumper  to  jump  it,  and  if  he 
failed  would  find  himself  in  five  or  six  feet  of  water. 
The  River  Stour  above  the  mill  is  certainly  nar- 
row, and  the  mill-pool  small,  but  not  so  small  as 
your  correspondent  makes  out  by  any  means.  The 
lower  stretch  of  water  above  the  next  mill  is  an 
ordinary  brook,  slow  running  and  deep.  Your 
correspondent  states  "  there  are  a  few  trout 
from  six  to  nine  inches,  the  result  apparently  of 
recent  stocking."  This  statement  is  not  true,  but 
misleading  to  the  public,  and  I  should  say  most 
damaging  to  the  proprietor. 

I  stayed  there  from  June  7  to  13,  and  banked 
twenty-one  fish,  and  creeled  three  and  a  half  brace 
over  eleven  inches  in  length.  The  weather  was 
very  cold,  and  the  whole  time  the  wind  blowing 
north,  north-east.  I  only  fished  a  few  liours  each 
day  for  four  days,  the  rest  of  the  time  being  very 
wet.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  water — many 
large  ones,  several  of  my  friends  having  taken  them 
up  to  31b.  and  4lb. 
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Whichford  Mill  is  five  milea  from  Shipston-on- 
Stour,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  Hook 
Norton  Station,  G.W.R. — Yours  truly, 

Birmingham,  June  22.      S.  B.  Faibley,  M.D. 

FLY  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  which  is  the  best  part  of  the  Thames  to 
go  for  fly  fishing — I  mean  for  dace  and  chub — or 
can  you  tell  me  of  any  other  fly  fishing  (good), 
near  town,  where  one  can  get  day  tickets  ?  Thank- 
ing you  for  kindly  inserting  this  letter  in  your 
valuable  paper — Yours  faithfully,         W.  H.  H. 

A  COMPANION  WANTED,  ' 
Deae  Sib, — I  am  desirous  of  fishing  in  Ireland 
during  latter  end  of  July  and  part  of  August  for 
sea-trout,  brown  trout,  and  salmon  either  on  Corrib 
or  Conn  and  district — not  expensively — and  should 
like  to  join  a  gentleman  with  the  same  objects  in 
view.  I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would 
kindly  insert  this  letter  in  your  Fiahinq  Oazette.  I 
do  not  care  for  a  solitary  holiday  ;  perhaps  some  of 
your  readers  may  be  similarly  situated.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation — Yours  faithfully,  Civis. 

■  "THE  GOVERNOR'S  INVENTION." 
Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Maude's  inquiry  any 
fly  maker  will  supply  him  if  he  asks  for  Ronald's 
pattern  golden-eyed  gauze  wing,  which  is  practically 
identical  with  "  The  Governor's  Invention,"  but  they 
must  copy  the  colour  of  body  as  shown  in  the  plate 
of  Ronald's  Entomology.  The  hook  must  be  blue  and 
the  hackle  very  pale  dun  hen.  I  got  some  good  ones 
from  Carter  with  celluloid  body,  but  spoilt  them  by 
letting  paraffin  get  on  the  bodies,  which  turned 
them  a  dark  green.  James  Ogden,  of  Cheltenham, 
tied  me  a  splendid  imitation  of  pale  floss  silk,  a 
greeny  blue  tinge,  and  ribbed  with  another  coloured 
green.  Nothing  in  silk  could  have  looked  better ; 
but  it  soon  lost  its  colour  when  in  use,  and  faded 
almost  to  white.  I  am  now  tying  my  own  flies  and 
use  wool  for  the  body,  of  course  very  lightly 
dressed. 

I  should  advise  Mr.  Maude  to  write  to  Mr.  Ogden 
and  tell  him  what  he  wants,  and  I  am  sure  he  will 
meet  with  every  attention. — Yours  truly, 

Chiistleton,  June  15.  H.  G.  Rolt. 

[I  have  never  found  paraffin  affects  colour  of 
celluloid  in  the  least ;  of  course,  many  colours  when 
wet  take  a  rather  darker  hue  than  when  dry,  and  it 
is  necessary  to  bear  this  in  mind  and  put  on  a 
shade  which  when  wet  gives  the  one  required. — 
Ed.] 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  DART. 

Dear  Sir, — The  salmon  and  peal  have  been 
running  since  the  rains  the  last  few  days,  and 
some  nice  peal  taken  and  salmon  lost.  On  June  22, 
after  I  had  killed  a  brace  of  nice  peal,  I  watched  a 
12-pounder  being  played  and  landed  at  Buckfast- 
leigh.  South  Devon. — Yours  truly,   L.  Cockbell. 

Priestaford  Farm,  Ashburton. 


FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 
Deab  Sie, — I  should  be  extremely  oblige  1  if  you 
or  any  of  your  correspondents  would  kiudly  let  me 
know  what  kind  of  fishing  is  to  be  got  between 
Crawford  and  Elvanfoot,  Scotland,  and  the  best 
time  or  times  to  exploit  the  same. — Yours  truly, 

Brom  Took. 


MEDWAY  AT  WATERINGBURY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  C.  H.  Evans'  request 
for  information  I  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  him 
the  benefit  of  my  experience.  (1)  The  fishing: 
Roach  and  bream  principally,  few  perch  and  pike. 
(2)  Depth  of  water  :  Much  too  uneven  a  bottom  to 
even  attempt  to  average — there  aie  some  holes 
quite  20ft.  deep.  (3)  Likely  swims:  Bream,  there 
are  two  swims  on  the  Maidstone  side  of  the  bridge 
- — one  on  the  towing-path  and  the  other  on  the 
opposite  side.  Another  good  one  is  known  as  the 
Black  Hole,  between  Teeson  and  Water  ingbury ; 
water  very  deep  there.  Roach,  during  the  week- 
days the  best  swim  is  off  the  boathouse.  There  is 
an  outlet  there  for  tlie  wantage  from  the  brewery, 
and  whilst  the  accumulation  of  stuff  is  being  let 
into  the  river  (which  generally  happens  twice  a  day) 
more  roach  are  generally  to  be  caught  in  this  swim 
than  anywhere  else.  There  are  several  other  good 
swims  which  the  local  anglers  will  willingly  show 
anyone.  Perch :  Fish  with  a  minnow  or  gudgeon 
round  the  supports  of  the  bridge.  Pike  :  Anywhere 
along  the  towpath  side.  There  is  one  good  place 
about  100  yards  above  the  boathouse  up  the  river. 
Put  up  at  the  Railway  Hotel — terms  moderate,  half 
H  minute  from  the  station  and  the  river.  Several 
people  in  the  cottages  clo^-e  by  let  out  apartments. 
Best  time  to  fish :  lOarly  morning  and  evening ; 
middle  of  day  very  little  good  as  a  rule.  The  best 
baits  this  time  of  the  year  are  undoubtedly  boiled 


wheat  for  roach  and  lobs  for  bream.  Fish  well  on 
the  bottom  for  roach  in  every  swim  except  the 
first  mentioned  one.  Trusting  these  few  remarks 
will  be  of  some  use  and  enable  liim  to  take  bigger 
fish  from  this  river  than  has  ever  been  the  luck  of 
yours  truly,  A.  H.  Greenhill. 


SEA  FISHING  IN  CORNWALL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  shortly  to  Cornwall  for 
a  holiday.  Can  you  kindly  give  ine  or  toll  me  how 
I  may  obtain  information  regarding  sea  fishing  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Penzance,  St.  Ives,  or  New 
Quay  ?  I  mean  such  fishing  as  could  be  had  from 
rocks  or  pier,  or  at  any  rate  without  heavy  expense 
in  boating. — Yours  truly,    E.  H.  Addenbrooke. 

FISHING  IN  ELSTREE  RESERVOIR. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  O.  D.  A."  re  the 
question  of  Elstree  Reservoir  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  June  24,  some  two  years  ago  an  account  was 
given  in  the  Fishing  Oazette  by  Messrs.  C.  Lovatt 
and  H.  Scoates  of  this  water.  Bream  and  perch 
plentiful.  They  speak  of  taking  on  one  occasion 
371b.  of  the  former  and  71b.  of  the  latter.  Several 
bream  turned  the  scale  at  Olb.  and  one  at  71b.  5oz 
Train  from  St.  Pancras.  Lunch  and  refresh- 
ments provided.  Punts  in  plenty,  2s.  Cd.  per 
day.  Charges :  Is.  per  day,  except  for  pike, 
2s.  6d.,  these  running  from  51b.  to  201b.  Water 
clear,  with  good  hard  ground  for  bank  work. — Yours 
truly,  J.  Le  V. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  CHESTER. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  some  of  your  Cheshire  readers 
kindly  inform  me  of  any  trout  fishing  within  easy 
reach  of  Chester,  and  charge  for  same,  or  if  per- 
mission can  be  obtained  from  private  owners  ?  I 
hope  to  be  there  about  the  middle  of  August. — 
Yours  truly,  G.  M. 

Hull. 

UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  will  endeavour  to  answer  "  Thy- 
mallus'  "  questions. 

L  The  length  and  style  of  rod  and  tackle  should 
be  in  accordance  to  the  water  fished  and  size  of  fish 
usually  caught.  I  usually  have  three  tops  to  my 
rods,  two  for  fiy  (one  stiffish  for  blustery,  windy 
days,  one  ordinary)  and  one  spinning  top;  for  the 
worm  I  use  the  stiff  fly  top — -lift.  Cin.  is  long 
enough  for  anything.  On  small  waters,  partisularly 
if  there  are  many  trees  and  bushes,  a  9ft.  rod  is  far 
more  handy  and  fewer  fish  missed. 

2.  In  upstream  fishing  I  throw  to  my  own  side, 
first  keeping  well  out  of  sight  and  beginning  at  the 
tail  end  of  the  stream,  gradually  throwing  farther 
out  and  across  ;  watch  the  cast  or  line  at  the  j  unction 
of  same  with  the  water,  and  when  a  fish  strikes  the 
worm  you  will  see  the  line  jerk.  Wait  a  second  or 
two,  then  raise  the  point  of  the  rod  ;  if  the  line 
tightens  as  you  do  so  tighten  sharply  on  the  fish, 
do  not  strike ;  when  he  feels  your  pull,  he  will  bolt 
and  drive  the  steel  home.  By  striking  when  the 
bait  stops  it  may  not  be  a  fish,  but  a  stick  or  stone, 
and  if  a  shot  is  used  and  gets  under  a  stone  it 
means  a  break  or  getting  fast.  A  shot  is  only 
needed  in  a  rapid  water  when  over  18  in.  deep. 

3.  Here  is  where  extra  weight  is  necessary  to 
make  the  bait  sink  deep  and  travel  more  slowly, 
especially  where  there  is  swirling  water  round  big 
stones.  Such  should  be  fished  all  round  carefully  ; 
usually  larger  fish  lie  under  their  cover  waiting  for 
"  the  babies."  I  have  seen  a  4oz.  trout  collared 
by  a  lilb.  trout,  worried  first,  and  then  turned  head 
inwards  and  pouched.  In  fishing  this  deep,  rapid 
water  fish  straight  up  and  not  far  from  the  bank 
where  the  current  is  not  so  strong,  and  search  care- 
fully every  backwater  where  there  is  bend  in  the 
stream. 

4.  If  the  stream  is  deep  and  strong  a  maiden 
lobworm,  well  scoured  in  moss ;  if  small,  rapid,  and 
shallow,  nothing  but  a  small  pink  worm  found  tied 
in  a  knot  in  quantities  in  old  heaps  of  road  scrap- 
ings, dumped  at  intervals  on  the  roadside.  They 
a-e  specially  good  where  limestone  and  gritstone 
have  been  used  for  mending  the  road.  Another 
worm  (very  small),  found  not  in  but  close  to 
manure,  or  where  it  has  been,  bright  red  stumpy 
worm,  with  a  yellow-red  tip  to  tail,  much  tougher 
than  brandling,  and  not  the  na^ty  smell  and  yellow 
fluid  coming  from  it  when  put  on  the  hook.  This 
worm,  on  a  No.  10  hook,  is  a  deadly  bait  for  trout 
and  grayling.  Other  correspondents  may  tell 
"Thymallus"  how  to  breed  "pink  tails."  lean 
get  as  many  as  I  require  without  breeding  them. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  J.  Brooke. 

UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dkar  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Thymallus,"  a  lO^ft. 
rod  is  all  right  for  upstream  worm  fishing,  and 
the  majority  of  anglers  use  this  length  of  rod,  a 


double-handed  rod  being  far  too  cumbereome  for 
this  class  of  work. 

1.  I  make  a  special  rod  12ift.,  weighing  about 
10  ounces,  for  fishing  the  worm  and  creeper  or  Stone 
Fly  upstream,  and  the  great  advantage  this  length 
of  rod  has  over  tlie  shorter  one  is  that  it  enables 
one  to  pick  up  the  bait  better  at  the  end  of  the 
swim. 

2.  It  is  customary  to  strike  immediately  on  the 
least  sign  of  a  touch,  but  there]  are  times  when  it  is 
advisable  to  give  a  little  time,  for  when  the  fish 
are  not  taking  the  worm  freely  he  will  find  that  if 
the  strike  is  given  in  the  ordinary  way  his  worm 
will  be  minus  head  or  tail  nearly  every  time. 

3.  Trout  may  be  taken  as  easily  in  the  heads  of 
streams  as  in  the  rough  water,  and  every  place 
likely  to  hold  a  fish  should  be  tried. : 

4.  A  well-scoured  maiden  dew-worm  is  as  good  as 
any,  and  is  easy  to  keep  for  a  considerable  time  in 
moss  with  a  little  attention.  The  moss  should  be 
changed  occasionally  and  all  dead  or  sickly  worms 
picked  out.  The  pink  tail  worm  is  no  tougher  than 
a  dew  or  properly  scoured  brandling,  and  if  care  is 
taken  to  pitch  the  worm  without  flicking  there 
should  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping  either  on  the 
hook.— Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING, 
Dear  Sib, — Your  correspondent,  "Thymallus,"  i 
asks  a  few  questions  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  ' 
answer,  , 

1.  The  choice  of  rod  is  very  much  a  matter  of  j 
personal  feeling  and  of  wrist  power,  I  myself  use  : 
arod—"  The  Tod  Rod  "—lift.  3  Jin.   Much  depends 

on  the  size  of  river  to  be  fished,  and  the  type  of 
river,  or  tributary  stream,    I  use  a  dressed  line. 

2.  Give  the  trout  one  or  two  seconds,  and  the.T 
strike.  ; 

3.  Certainly ;  at  times  "  the  hang  "  of  a  stream  ] 
will  yield  excellent  results,  at  others  not  so  good.  , 
My  feeling  is,  to  give  all  such  places  a  good  trial.  i 
If  the  trial  proves  unsatisfactory,  don't  waste  time, 
but  pass  on.  Find  out  where  the  trout  are,  and  j 
don't  fish  where  they  do  not  seem  to  be,  at  the  time.  , 

4.  The  brandling  I,  personally,  detest;  it  is  a  ] 
soft  worm,  and  is  often  got  out  of  old  dung  heaps.  j 
Also  it  exudes  a  disagreeable  liquid  which  stains  i 
and  smells  the  fingers.    The  best  worms  in  my  , 
opinion  by  far  are  (a)  the  "  blue  or  blackheaded 
worm,"  when  of  small  or  moderate  size.    These  ] 
when  well  scoured  have  a  pink  tail.     They  are  ; 
tough,  kill  well,  and  last — almost  as  good  as  the  ; 
"moss  worm,"  when  well  scoured  and  toughened, 
when  it  becomes  pink  throughout,  and  is  tough  i 
also.     May  I  venture  to  direct  "Thymallus'" 
attention  to  an  article  which  I  contributed  to  the  - 
Fishing  Gazette  of  August  27,  1904,  entitled,  "  The  < 
Various  Methods  Employed  in  the  Art  of  '  Clear  - 
Water  Worm  Fishing.'  "    If  he  is  unable  to  get  a 
back  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  shall  be  glad  ' 
to  send  him  one. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING.  : 

Dear  Sib, — Your  correspondent  "  Thymallus'  " 
inquiry  re  above  is  difficult  to  answer  satisfactorily. 
After  over  twenty  years  practically  spent  on  the  \ 
banks  of  various  rivers,  etc.,  I  can  only  say  : —  ; 

1.  Best  rod  and  line :  Depends  entirely  on  water  s 
to  be  fi?hed  —  for  small  brooks,  bushed  or  over-  i 
grown  (any  fairly  stiff  fly  rod),  8ft.  or  Oft.  rod  ample,  i 
and  fine  dressed  line.  Of  course,  a  larger  river  ^ 
needs  a  longer  rod,  but  for  trouting  with  upstream 
worm,  which  is  practised  in  low  clear  state  of  water,  1 
double-handed  rods  are  quite  out  of  date. 

2.  Striking :  Depends  on  circumstances.  Tackle 
employed — if  with  single  hook,  pause  after  feeling  1 
nibble  or  on  stoppage  of  line  for  a  second  or  j 
two,  then  strike  gently  but  firmly.  On  the  other  , 
hand,  if  using  Stewart  or  Pennell  tackle,  namely,  two  > 
and  threa  hook  tackle  respectively,  strike  instantly  j 
is  the  rule. 

3.  Trout  generally  lie  among  boulders,  strong 
runs,  edges,  etc.,  in  hot  weather,  and  these  are  the  | 
most  likely  spots ;  but  if  any  breeze  or  curl  is  on  < 
the  surface  of  the  hang  of  the  stream  or  pool,  good 

fish  are  often  got.    Brandlings  and  pink  tails  are  j 
perhaps  best :  the  latter  are  tougher,  though  with 
care  brandlings  well  scoured  are  tough  enough.  j 

Unless  fish  are  large  it  is  advisable  to  keep  worms 
as  small  as  possible — say,  lin.  to  I  Jin.  ■> 

If  "  Thymallus  "  finds  the  trout  follow  the  worm  ' 
and  do  not  take  same,  the  following  advice  may  be  of  \ 
service — change  to  a  couple  of  well-scoured  gentles  \ 
fished  exactly  the  same  way,  and  he  will  probably 
start  to  creel  fish.    This  is  worth  trying,  especially  ' 
on  well-fished  water,  as  if  someone  is  in  advance  \ 
with  worm  educated  fish  look  with  suspicion  on  the 
bait.    The  change  advocated  has  often  filled  my 
creel  under  these  circumstances. — Yours  truly. 

Golden  Grouse.  ■ 

{Several  letters  are  wnavoidabVy  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


On  Missing  Bites  and  Rises. 

Most  anglers  have,  I  suppose,  had  experience  of 
days  when  it  seemed  as  though  the  fish  had  con- 
spired to  pretend  they  were  biting  by  pulling  down 
the  float  or  the  fly,  causing  the  angler  to  strike  and 
get — nothing.  I  have  had  many  such  experiences, 
but  two  I  shall  never  forget.  On  one  occasion  when 
fishing  in  a  deep  backwater  like  a  pond,  on  a  small 
stream  in  Norfolk,  I  fished  for  many  hours  for  tench, 
and  although  I  had  good  bites  constantly  I  did  not 
hook  a  solitary  fish.  I  believed  at  first  that  the  fish 
which  were  bothering  me  were  only  small  roach,  but  I 
have  never  ceased  to  marvel  at  their  skill  in  evading 
the  hooks.  I  was  using  two,  both  roach  size  (about 
No.  12  or  14),  and  I  tried  small  bits  of  paste  and 
small  worms.  I  never  before  or  since  had  such  an 
absolute  blank  when  float  fishing  with  continual 
bites.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  a  crack  roach  angler, 
but  I  can  generally  manage  to  get  a  fair  basket 
when  they  are  feeding,  but  nothing  I  could  do  that 
day  made  any  difference.  I  was  so  fascinated  by 
the  impossibility,  as  it  seemed,  of  hooking  the  biting 
fish  that  I  went  on  fishing  until  it  got  too  dark  to 
see  the  float,  and  they  were  still  biting  when  I  left 
off.  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  what  I 
mistook  for  bites  were  really  nothing  of  the 
kind.  It  was  sultry,  thundery  weather  in 
September.  It  was  a  deep,  pond-like  enlargement 
of  a  small  stream,  much  deeper  than  the  stream 
itself,  and  it  was  .said  to  be  full  of  tench.  I  think 
that  it  is  quite  possible  that  tench,  and  possibly 
eels,  were  continually  on  the  move  near  the  bottom, 
and  every  now  and  then  brushing  against  my  gut 
line,  causing  my  float  to  give  all  kinds  of  exciting 
signs  of  something  pulling  at  it.  If  that  was  the 
explanation  it  is  a  wonder  no  fish  got  foul-hooked. 
Next  day,  in  another  part  of  the  river,  with  the 
same  rod  and  tackle,  I  caught  roach  at  almost 
every  swim  down  of  the  float,  many  of  them  good 
fish. 

A  Similar  Experience  when  Fly  Fishing 
FOR  Trout. 

On  another  occasion  I  had  a  similar  experience 
when  fly  fishing.  It  was  on  the  mill-dam  below 
Mr.  Wadham'a  bouse  at  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 


Mr.  W.  was  with  me,  and  also  Mr.  Waterworth. 
There  was  half  a  gale  of  wind  blowing  up  from  the 
dam  into  the  stream  feeding  it,  making  it  very 
difficult  to  cast.  But  in  one  space  of  a  few  yards, 
where  the  water  began  to  spread  out  from  the 
stream  into  the  dam,  there  were  many  trout  feed- 
ing on  something  very  small,  too  small  to  see. 
Every  time  the  fly  reached  a  certain  spot  there 
was  certain  to  be  a  boil  in  the  waves  and  a 
slight  "pluck"  at  the  line,  and  I  felt  confident 
I  should  get  two  or  three  fish  before  the 
rise  was  over.  But  although  I  felt  at  least  a 
score  of  "plucks,"  and  often  saw  the  boil  of  a 
good  fish,  I  could  hook  nothing.  My  friends  were 
looking  on.  At  last  I  gave  it  up,  and  asked  Mr. 
Waterworth  to  have  a  try,  and  he  had  the  same 
experience.  Of  course,  the  wind  blowing  up  into 
the  stream  where  the  highish  banks  on  each  side 
contracted  made  striking  difficult.  I  am  not  certain 
now  whether  it  was  blowing  up  or  down — in  any 
case  there  was  nothing  to  explain  the  unbroken 
series  of  misses.  I  have  sometimes  since  thought 
that  what  really  happened  was  that  a  bit  of  weed, 
a  minute  bit  such  as  gets  left  at  times  when  you 
have  cleared  some  weed  off  a  knot  on  the  cast — 
especially  flannel  weed — a  bit  of  this  had  made  a 
knot  near  the  fly  look  like  one  of  the  minute  black 
flies  which  at  times  distract  the  trout  from  every- 
thing else,  and  that  they  rose  at  this  instead  of  at 
my  fly,  and,  of  course,  gave  all  the  appearance  of  a 
rise,  and  one  felt  the  "  pluck."  I  have  several  times, 
when  wading  up-stream  and  fishing  a  short  line, 
seen  a  trout  rise  at  a  knot  in  the  cast  when  the  fly 
was  two  feet  away  from  him,  and  in  roach  fishing 
in  clear  water  I  have  seen  a  roach  swim  up  to  a 
knot  and  try  to  swallow  it  when  the  tempting  bit 
of  paste  below  was  disdained.  And  it  has  nearly 
always  been  when  the  knot  has  been  converted  into 
a  little  black  grub-like  thing  by  a  bit  of  weed  left 
round  it. 

What  the  "A,  A."  Ought  to  have  Called 
his  Recent  Articles. 

In  one  of  his  recent  articles  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  on  a  "  Holiday  in  Herefordshire,"  the 
"  Amateur  Angler  "  wickedly  insinuates  that  I  pur- 
posely lost  him  one  day  in  order  to  go  and  fish  a 
mill-dam  "all  by  mine  self,"  as  one  of  my  small 
boys  used  to  say.  What  really  happened  was  this : 
Mr.  Roberts  had  kindly  given  us  carte  blanche 
(which  is  the  best  sort  of  fishing  permit  you  can 
get)  to  fish  his  nice  length  of  the  Arrow  above 
Eardisland,  including  the  famous  Penny  Pluck  Hole, 
referred  to  by  the  late  Mr.  William  Bullock  in  his 
articles  on  "  Spinning  the  Natural  Minnow,"  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  twenty  years  ago  or  more.  The 
"  Amateur  "  in  spite  of  having  seen  eighty  May  Fly 
seasons  is  as  game  as  ever,  and  fished  hard  and  well 
from  breakfast  time  to  supper  time,  walked  miles, 
climbed  innumerable  fences,  and  all  this  most  of 
the  time  in  a  slipper  or  shoe  on  one  foot,  with  a  big 
hole  in  it  to  accommodate  a  bunion  !  He  ought  to 
have  called  his  articles  "Pilgrim's  Bunion's  Pro- 
gress "  ;  lots  of  times  when  I  heard  an  exclamation 
trom  among  the  bushes  round  the  next  bend  of  the 
Arrow — which  is  surely  the  crookedest  Arrow  that 
Nature  ever  made — I  thought  it  was  the  "  A.  A." 
into  a  fish,  unfortunately  it  was  more  often  some- 
thing into  his  bunion.  If  ever  an  angler,  hot  and 
weary,  was  justified  in  using  a  swear  word  it  was  the 
"A.  A."  on  one  of  these  occasions,  but  the  nearest 
I  heard  to  it  was,  after  one  extra  hard  knock, 

"  Oh  !  it  is  enough  to  make  one  say  D  n  ! "  In 

rain  or  shine  on  the  "A.  A."  would  go  fishing 
hard,  with  one  eye  on  his  fly  and  the  other  on  the 
birds  and  animals  and  scenery,  never  resting 
except  for  a  few  minutes  at  lunch,  and  never 
wanting  to  give  up  until  the  pangs  of  hunger  said 
dinner  was  ordered  for  eight  o'clock.  Unfor- 
tunately, I  could  not  get  him  to  see  that  eight 
o'clock  dinner  meant  losing  the  best  hour's  fishing 
in  the  evening,  and  he  generally  managed  to  drag 
me  in  somehow  ;  but  one  evening  I  was  deaf  to  his 
appeals  to  reason  and  the  certainty  of  our  dinner 
being  spoiled,  with  not  even  a  rise  at  the  natural 
May  Flies  on  the  water  We  were  then  fishing  on 
Captain  Spencer's  water,  and  I  begged  the  "  A.  A." 
to  go  and  have  his  dinner  and  I  would  follow  later. 
He  disappeared  suddenly,  and  I  thought  for  once  he 
had  condescended  to  take  my  good  advice. 
Presently,  as  I  was  casting  away  at  a  trout  under 
the  opposite  bank,  I  saw  Captain  Spencer,  in 
evening  dress,  coming  along  the  bank  towards  me. 
"  I  am  to  order  you  off   my  water,"  he  said. 


laughing.  "Oh  !  "  I  said,  and  then  I  learned  that 
the  "A.  A.,"  despairing  of  any  other  method,  had 
gone  to  the  house,  left  his  compliments,  and  would 
Captain  Spencer  be  good  enough  to  order  me  off ! 

Mill-Dam  May  Fly  Fishing. 

But  to  return  to  my  version  of  how  I  lost  the 
"A.  A."  on  Mr.  Roberts'  water.  The  lower  length 
of  it  is  so  bushed  and  overhung  with  trees  that  it  is 
only  by  wading  that  it  can  be  fished,  so  I  told  the 
"A.  A."  to  go  on  higher  up  where  it  is  open  and 
I  would  follow,  thinking  I  should  be  sure  to  find 
him  on  the  streams  below  the  weir  pool  or  thereaV)Out8. 
where  a  day  or  two  before  he  had  had  such  good 
sport  with  the  rainbows.  But  one  never  notices 
how  the  time  slips  along  when  fishing,  and  when  I 
got  up  there  he  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  It  seems 
he  had  found  only  the  small  fish  moving,  and  had 
gone  down  the  other  side  by  a  road  from  which 
but  little  of  the  river  is  to  be  seen,  and  so  missed 
me.  On  reaching  the  dam,  above  which  Mr. 
Roberts  has  the  fishing  for  perhaps  a  couple  of 
hundred  yards,  I  found  the  almost  dead,  deep, 
clear  water  nicely  rippled  by  a  steady  breeze.  It 
is  a  lovely  bit  of  water,  fringed  with  close-cut  alder 
stubs  on  the  opposite  bank,  with  here  and  there  a 
willow  hanging  over  or  fallen  right  into  it.  Every 
angler  knows  that  on  a  bright  June  day,  it  the 
trout  are  feeding  at  all,  it  will  be  under  the  banks 
on  each  side.  I  could  see  that  it  would  be  fairly 
easy  work  to  search  the  little  bends  and  ins  and 
outs  under  the  stubs  opposite,  but  to  cast  under 
those  on  my  own  bank  would  be  merely  to  let  the 
trout  see  me,  especially  as  the  wind  blowing  from 
my  bank  did  not  strike  the  water  until  some  yards 
across.  I  decided  to  dap  a  well-oiled  G.O.M. 
May  Fly  in  what  our  old  friend  the  "Professor" 
calls  "  critical  places  "  under  my  own  bank  before 
trying  the  far  side.  Keeping  well  back,  with  merely 
the  gut  cast  hanging  from  the  rod  pomt,  I  let 
the  breeze  carry  the  fly  out  over  an  alder  stub, 
and  then  dropped  it  until  it  just  touched  the 
surface,  and  just  lifted  it  and  dropped  it  for  half 
an  inch  or  so,  while  little  rings  spread  out  from  it 
just  as  when  a  natural  fly  is  struggling  on  the 
surface.  The  proprietor  of  that  particular  yard  or 
two  of  water  under  the  bank  may  be  at  home  or 
he  may  not.  I  begin  to  think  he  is  not  when  there 
is  a  bell-like  boil,  a  golden-yellow  gleam,  and  my 
fly  and  a  dozen  yards  of  line  are  down  somewhere 
in  the  middle  of  the  stream — these  well-fed  bankers 
are  always  good  fighters,  and  seem  to  know  where 
all  the  sunken  trees  and  roots  in  the  place  are. 
"Tliree-quarters  of  a  pound  and  in  splendid  condi- 
tion "  I  say  to  myself  as  I  put  him  in  a  damp  cloth  in 
my  basket  under  some  rushes  out  of  the  sun. 
Under  another  stub  ten  yards  higher  up  I  got  his 
partner  in  the  banking  business.  Evidently  these 
were  the  junior  partners,  for  from  under  a  great 
sunk  willow  trunk  a  little  higher  up  came  the  head 
of  the  firm,  the  best  fish  but  one  I  had  seen  in  my 
week's  fishing.  I  was  using  a  fine  drawn  gut  point : 
the  bank  at  this  point  was  steep,  and  after  some 
exciting  and  successful  attempts  to  keep  the  fish 
out  of  dangerous  places,  I  looked  round  for  my  net. 
Then  I  remembered  it  was  in  the  long  grass  by  the 
rushes  with  the  fish  basket.  The  only  thing  to  do 
was  to  tire  the  fish  out,  and  somehow  or  other  get 
down  to  him  and  lift  him  out.  There  was  a  loop 
of  willow  root,  which  might  or  might  not  be 
rotten,  sticking  out  about  a  foot  from  the  water 
where  the  rich  soil  had  been  washed  away  from  it. 
Luckily  it  was  sound,  for  the  water  was  too  deep 
to  see  the  bottom,  and  I  gradually,  after  many 
attempts,  got  the  fish  so  I  could  just  touch  it  with 
my  left  hand — it  was  a  lovely  hen  fish,  nearer  two 
pounds  than  one.  The  fish  was  dead  beat,  but  not 
another  inch  dare  I  reach  down  without  over- 
balancing. The  only  thing  to  do  was  to  lift  the 
fish  with  the  gut,  held  in  the  right  hand,  just 
enough  to  get  a  hold  behind  the  head  with  the  left. 
I  lifted  his  nose  out,  then  as  far  as  his  gills,  touching 
him  gently  with  my  fingers  and  thumb  all  the  time. 
Will  that  fine  point  .stand  another  inch  or  two  ? 
Then  I  heard  it  snap  ;  the  fish,  which  seemed  to  be 
watching  the  whole  operation  quietly,  sank  gently 
down  and  disappeared — he  was  as  pumped  out  as  I 
was.  When  you  have  been  fishing  for  days  on  a 
stream  where  a  pound  fish  is  a  good  one,  and  you 
get  hold  of  the  fish  you  have  been  hoping  for  and 
play  him  till  you  can  stroke  his  nose  in  about  as 
cramped  and  critical  a  position  as  you  could  find, 
and  then  lose  him — you  will  feel  absolutely  con- 
vinced once  more  of  the  glorious  uncertainty  of 
angling.    As  I  put  on  another  fine  point  and 
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another  "  G.O.M.'"  I  rould  not  help  congratulating 
that  lovely  fish — he,  or,  rather,  she,  had  fought 
splendidly — and,  after  the  first  few  moments  of 
defeat,  I  think  the  memory  of  the  loss  is  worth 
more  than  the  adding  one  more  to  the  basket. 
When  I  found  I  had  left  my  net  out  in  the  meadow 
I  debated  whether,  after  tiring  the  fish,  I  should 
put  the  rod  down  and  make  a  dash  for  the  not  on 
the  chance  of  finding  him  still  on  when  I  got  back, 
but  there  were  too  many  submerged  roots  and 
stumps  and  great  submerged  pollard  willow  trees 
to  encourage  that  idea.    While  oiling  the  new  fly 
I  saw  a  fresh  hatched  Green  Drake  flutter  on  the 
surface  a  yard  from  the  opposite  bink,  rise,  and 
then  get  blown  right  under  the  bushes  close  to  it. 
If  there  is  not  a  trout  there — I  thought  so — but  if 
I  had  not  been  watching  the  fly  slowly  drift  along, 
I  should  not  have  seen  it  disappear    with  the 
merest  break  in  the  water  an  inch  from  the  bank. 
By  good  fortune,  at  the  first  attempt,  my  fly  fell 
just  a  foot  above  the  place  of  the  rise  ;  there  was 
the  same  almost  invisible  movement  as  it  came 
to  the  spot  and  disappeared,   and   then   a  big 
splurge  when  I  pulled.    Of  all  kinds  of  dry-fly 
fishing  I  think  I  like  best  this  casting  for  bankers, 
which  want  finding,  so  quietly  do  they  suck  in  the 
flies,  and  want  fishing  for  when  you  have  found 
them.    I  got  two  or  three  more  bankers  in  this 
way,  and  then  tried  some  cruisers  lower  down,  fi.sh 
which  swim  slowly  along,  not  far  from  the  bank, 
backwards    and    forwards,    rising  occasionally. 
There  was  one  good  fifh  doing  this  in  a  little 
V       round  c.  rner,  if  one  may  so  call  it,  with  boughs 
stretching  towards  it  on  each  side,  but  open  for  a 
couple  of  yards  facing  me.    It  was  a  good  long  cast 
a.cross  to  him.    My  Hy  just  missed  a  branch  on  the 
right,  and  fell  near  a  natural  May  Fly— the  water 
being  deep  and  still  my  reel  line  floated  without 
dragoing  it.    I  waited  at  least  two  minutes — the 
splash  of  a  trout  higher  up  the  stream  distracted 
my  attention  for  a  moment— and  when  I  looked 
back  my  fly  had  disappeared,  and  a  big  circular 
wave  was  spreading  over  the  spot.    It  will  always 
be  a  mystery  to  me  how  a  trout  can  take  a  fly 
into  its  mouth  like  that  and  instantly  eject  it  unless 
you  pull  as  instantly,  but  they  do. 

Mr.  Eldred's  Lecture  on  Silkworm  Gut. 

The  report  of  the  paper  read  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred 
before  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  given  on 
another  page,  will,  I  am  sure,  be  read  with  great 
interest  by  anglers  generally.  With  reference  to 
the  keeping  qualities  of  gut,  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  the 
fishing  tackle  maker,  sent  me  recently  an  old  tin 
box  containing  flies  on  gut,  with  the  maker's  note 
referring  to  them,  made  over  fcccntij  years  ago. 
1  tested  some  of  the  gut,  and  it  is  perfectly  sound, 
and  the  flies  and  hooks  are  as  good  as  when  made. 
The  secret  is  that  they  have  been  all  this  time  in 
an  almost  airtight  tin  box  in  a  drv  desk,  where 
the  owner  had  put  them  about  1830  and  forgotten 
them.  I  must  refer  to  the  flies  again  presently, 
but  it  is  interesting  to  find  gut  keep  good  so  lonw. 
I  agree  with  Mr.  Eldred  that  light  seems  to  be 
prejudicial  to  gut,  but  damp  and  dust  are  worse. 
I  think  the  best  gut  I  ever  saw  was  some  unbleached 
gut,  which  evidently  had  never  had  the  outer  skin 
or  sac  removed  by  pulling  between  the  nails  as 
described  by  Mr.  Eldred — it  came  off  as  a  brittle 
brownish  skin,  and  left  the  gut  exactly  like  threads 
of  the  purest  colourless  glass.  Can  no  manufacturer 
put  some  gut  like  that  on  the  market  ?  I  remember 
being  told  by  the  manufacturer  at  the  time  that 
unless  the  gut  was  bleached  there  would  be  no 
market  for  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  case 
where  trade  traditions  stand  in  the  way,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  anglers  have  to  res  >rt  to  colour- 
ing the  gut  with  ink  or  other  dyes  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  the  effe<t  of  the  bleaching!  Consequently 
the  gut  is  rendered  more  or  less  opaque,  whereas 
if  unbleached  it  resembles  nothing  so  much  as 
colourless  water.  Several  firms  now  claim  to  have 
gut  manufactories  in  Spain.  Can  they  not  got 
over  some  best  gut  in  all  sizes  before  any  bleaching 
has  been  done,  and  also  before  any  skin  has  been 
removed  ?  If  the  skin  peels  off  when  dry  as  it  did 
in  the  samples  sent  to  me  there  is  absolutely  no 
difficulty  about  tJuiL,  and  no  soda  or  soap  is 
required — anything  caustic  must  dull  the  natural 
transparency.  Probably  I  shall  be  told  I  know 
nothing  about  the  requirements  of  the  gut  trade, 
to  which  I  shall  reply  that  if  gut  is  naturally 
transparent  and  colourless  to  bleach  it  and  dye 
it  shows  the  trade  do  not  understand  the  require- 


ments of  anglers.  I  think  it  is  probable  that  gut 
was  originally  manufactured  for  purposes  which 
have  nothing  to  do  with  fishing — possibly  for  use 
in  surgery,  where  its  transparency  was  found  to  be 
a  drawback,  and  so  bleaching  was  resorted  to.  If 
I  could  afford  the  time  I  would  go  to  Spain  to  see 
if  my  theory  is  not  correct — namely,  that  nothing 
but  trade  requirements  stand  in  the  way  of  our 
getting  gut  which  is  as  transparent  as  colourless 
crystal,  which  is,  of  course,  the  ideal  thing. 

Prospects  of  Norwegian  Fishing. 
"J.  Le  V."  writes: — 

"  I  have  just  read  a  letter,  dated  June  27,  from 
a  friend  who  has  recently  arrived  in  Norway  to 
fish,  in  which  he  states  that  we  in  England  have  no 
idea  of  the  undercurrent  of  excitement  existing 
among  all  classes  of  the  Norwegians  on  the  subject 
of  their  differences  with  their  Swedish  neighbours 
— so  much  80  that  the  feeling  among  some  English 
sportsmen  now  out  there  is  that  in  the  event  of 
war  breaking  out  they  would  be  compelled  to 
return.  For  the  sake  of  Gammle  Norge,  which 
I  have  known  and  fished  for  many  years,  I  trust 
that  war  may  be  averted.  Like  a  good  many 
others,  I  am  looking  forward  in  a  few  weeks'  time 
to  visiting  familiar  fishing  grounds  out  there,  and  I 
am  beginning  to  wonder  whether  the  national 
agitation  will  prevent  our  going. 

"I  should  appreciate  the  benefit  of  your  opinion, 
and  that  of  some  of  your  readers,  as  to  the  effect 
upon  our  prospect  of  going  out  in  case  a  state  of 
war  existed. 

"  It  would  be  the  more  disappointing  from  an 
angler's  point  of  view,  as  the  reports  from  some  of 
the  rivers  on  the  west  coast  are  excellent,  and  one 
of  the  very  best  seasons  is  in  prospect.  The  river 
where  mv  friend  is  fishing  is  unusually  full,  and  a 
great  head  of  salmon  has  been  noticed  working  up 
the  Sogne  Fjord." 

It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  our  Scandinavian 
friends  will  go  to  war  with  each  other.  Personally, 
if  I  had  the  chance  of  a  month's  salmon  fishing  in 
Norway,  I  should  not  let  the  possibility,  or  even 
probabilitj',  of  war  deter  me  ;  I  should  be  much 
more  afraid  of  mosquitoes.  If  war  did  break  out, 
the  only  bother  it  would  cause  English  anglers 
might  be  difficulty  in  getting  boatmen  and  gillies 
generally.  But  there  is  no  fear  of  war,  in  spite  of 
the  rumours  of  movements  of  troops  and  ships 
of  war. 


Sport  on  the  Bann — A  Correction. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  1  there  was  an 
error  in  Mr.  Daniel  O'Fee's  report  from  the  i3ann 
Colonel  Alison  killed  thirteen  salmon  and  grilse 
ranging  from  51b.  to  101b.,  and  not  ten  from  31b. 
to  101b. 


The  "  Spectator"  in  praise  of  Eyed-Hooks. 

In  a  very  pleasant  article  in  the  Sjiectator 
on  Mr.  W.  Earl  Hodgson's  very  pleasant  book  ou 
Trout  Fishing  we  read  :  "  Besides  being  a  supporter 
of  the  wet-fly,  Mr.  Hodgson,  even  in  running  water, 
we  gather,  fishes  with  two  or  three  flies  to  his  cast, 
and  (0  Horror  !)  he  appears  to  fish  with  flies  dressed 
on  gut.  We  implore  Mr.  Hodgson  to  try  eyed-hooks, 
and  feel  sure  that  he  will  write  a  book  to  support 
the  proposition  that  no  invention  of  modern  days 
(save  possibly  chloroform  and  lucifer  matches)  has 
done  so  much  for  human  happiness  and  comfort  as 
the  discovery  of  eyed-hooks  for  trout  fishing  of  every 
sort."  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  and  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Bankart 
ought  to  get  ready  to  be  measured  for  their 
monuments  after  this  ! 

Prejudice  against  Eyed-Hooks  for  wet-fly 
Fishing. 

It  is  curious  how  strong  the  prejudice  is  still  in 
the  districts  where  wet-flies  aroused  strictly  against 
the  use  of  eyed-hooks  for  flies  ;  the  aigument  is  that 
as  the  fly  is  fastened  to  the  gut  only  at  the  eye,  and 
not  whipped  to  it  all  aloniJ  the  shank,  it  flops  about 
and  gets  round  the  gut  collar.  There  is  undoubtedly 
something  in  this.  I  wonder  if  any  wet-fly  angler 
has  ever  tried  whipping  gut  to  a  turned  -  down 
eyed-hook  after  passing  the  gut  once  through  the 
eye.  I  think  that  it  is  C[uite  possible  this  would 
obviate  the  tendency  to  flop  round  the  cast,  and 
would  certainly  add  much  to  the  life  of  the  fly  as 
the  eye  is  an  immense  protection  against  cracking 
where  gut  and  metal  meet,  that  is,  if  the  eye  is 
smooth  and  well  made.  R.  B.  Marston. 
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SCOTLAND. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  PART  II.  OF  MR.  CALDER- 
WOOD'S  REPORT  FOR  1904. 


Fishery  Board  for  Scotland, 
Fehriiary ,  1905. 
With  regard  to  the  take  of  salmon  generally 
throughout  Scotland,  the  reports  which  I  have 
received  show  that  in  the  majority  of  districts 
the  past  season  is  regarded  as  below  the  average, 
although  the  return  is  slightly  better  than  that  for 
last  year.  The  yield  of  grilse  was  again  rather 
poor.  The  netsmen  of  the  rivers  and  estuaries, 
while  failing  to  catch  grilse  in  any  quantity,  were 
compensated  to  some  extent,  however,  by  an 
unusually  abundant  supply  of  sea-trout.  Owing 
to  the  long  continued  fine  weather  at  the  time 
when  grilse  are  chiefly  looked  for  the  rivers  ran 
very  low.  In  large  rivers  this  condition  did  not 
appear  to  affect  the  sea-trout  as  it  did  the  grilse ; 
but  in  the  small  streams  of  the  West  Highlands 
conditions  adverse  to  the  easy  ascent  of  sea- trout 
were  also  brought  about.  The  season  of  1904  may 
therefore  be  regarded  as,  in  many  localities,  more 
remarkable  for  sea- trout  than  for  salmon  and  grilse. 

Reduction  of  Nbttikg  in  Rivers. 
When  at  the  present  time  we  review  the  available 
returns  from  districts  further  south,  it  has  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  in  a  few  important  rivers  the 
policy,  so  strongly  recommended  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries,  of  reducing 
netting  in  narrow  waters  has  been  adopted,  and 
that  therefore  a  temporary  shrinkage  of  the  total 
catch  may  have  resulted.  In  spite  of  any  such 
shrinkage,  however,  the  weight  of  salmon  carried 
throughout  the  country  shows  no  decline,  but 
rather  a  steady  condition  with  an  upward  tendency, 
and  I  anticipate  that  in  a  few  years,  if  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Royal  Commission  are  adopted 
to  a  still  greater  extent  and  obstacles  to  ascent  re- 
moved, the  result  to  our  salmon  fisheries  will  be  more 
and  more  beneficial.  Facilities  for  marketing  salmon 
from  outlying  districts  are  ever  becoming  greater, 
and  netting  in  rivers,  if  pursued,  is  likely  to  become 
more  systematic  and  to  be  conducted  with  greater 
skill.  It  is  the  more  necessary,  therefore,  in  the 
general  interests  of  the  fisheries,  and  for  the  upkeep 
of  an  abundant  stock  of  fish,  that  the  ^lost  effective 
engine  for  the  capture  of  salmon — the  draft  or 
sweep  not  used  in  rivers — should  be  carefully  regu- 
lated. In  large  rivers,  with  wide  estuaries,  like  the 
Tay,  it  is,  of  course,  possible  to  carry  on,  without 
injury,  an  amount  of  net  and  coble  fishing  which 
would  be  impossible  in  narrow  waters  of  less  volume. 
But  each  river  requ  res  to  be  judged  upon  its  own 
merits  after  a  careful  estimate  of  all  guiding  cir- 
cumstances. The  list  of  net  and  coble  fisheries  in 
rivers  and  estuaries  which  I  appended  to  my  last 
annual  report  may  still  be  regarded  as  approxi- 
mately accurate  for  the  present  time. 

The  relative  value  of  the  salmon  fisheries  of 
Scotland  indicated  by  the  Royal  Commission,  and 
based  upon  a  statement  in  the  12th  Annual  Report, 
Part  II.,  pp.  5-7,  is  shown  thus : — 

The  Coast  Fishings  . .  . .  £34,449,  or  33  per  cent. 
The  Tidal  Water  Fishings. .  30,356,  or  29  per  cent. 
The  River  Fishings    . .    . .  38,883,  or  38  per  cent. 

£103,688 

This  statement  does  not  mclude  the  Tweed 
District. 

Storage  of  Head  Waters  of  Rivees. 

The  system  of  retaining  the  surplus  rainfall  at 
the  head  waters  of  river  districts  so  as  to  be  in  a 
position,  at  will,  to  produce  a  rise  of  water  level, 
has  from  time  to  time  been  suggested  as  a  means 
of  overcoming  the  disadvantages  which  accompany 
droughts.  As  everyone  interested  in  salmon 
fisheries  is  aware,  low  water  conditions  in  a  river, 
if  prolonged,  produce  lethargy  amongst  the  salmon 
confined  in  the  pools,  and  prevent  the  ascent  of 
fresh  fish  from  the  sea.  A  rise  in  water  level,  on 
the  contrary,  induces  fish  confined  in  pools  to  move 
up  stream  and  to  rise  to  the  fly  more  freely,  and  at 
the  same  time  gives  the  necessary  facilities  for  the 
ascent  of  fish  from  the  sea.  The  angler  in  the 
smaller  rivers  of  the  West  Highlands  is  most  depen- 
dent upon  rainfall ;  in  a  dry  summer  there  is  prac- 
tically no  water  to  fish  in,  while  a  good  show  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  may  be  sporting  themselves 
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in  the  tideway.  To  create  artificial  floods  after 
storing  up  water  was  first  tried  in  Scotland,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  in  the  Island  of  Lewis  about  forty- 
five  years  ago.  The  Soval  shootings  and  fishings  were 
then  most  extensive,  and  were  held  by  the  fine  old 
sportsman  who  as  "Sixty-one"  writes  of  his 
"Twenty  Years'  Reminiscences  of  the  Lews."  He 
tells  us  that  he  acted  in  imitation  of  what  he 
recollected  having  seen  in  the  Costello  river  in 
Galway,  and  that  he  formed  a  dyke  at  the  outlet 
of  his  Loch  Dismal,  one  of  the  sources  of  the 
Blackwater.  Finding  the  result  completely  success- 
ful he  extended  his  operations  to  the  other  source 
of  the  Blackwater,  and  also  to  the  Laxy  on  the 
Soval  side  of  the  island.  The  famous  Grimersta 
was  afterwards  treated  in  the  same  way,  each  of 
the  four  lochs,  which  in  a  chain  form  the  chief 
areas  for  fishing,  having  a  small  dyke  of  loose 
stones.  The  record  capture  of  fifty-four  salmon  to 
one  rod  in  one  day  was  obtained  through  the 
instrumentality  of  an  artificial  flood  on  the 
Grimersta. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1900  (p.  9)1  referred 
to  the  operations  which  the  tenants  of  the  Helms- 
dale fishings  had  commenced  on  a  considerable 
scale  for  the  retention  of  surplus  water  at  Badanloch. 
As  in  the  Lews  so  in  the  Helmsdale,  the  operations 
were  regarded  with  considerable  suspicion  by  some. 
The  Grimersta  ghillies  called  the  artificial  floods 
"  rotten  water,"  and  declared  that  fish  would  not 
ascend  except  in  water  fresh  from  the  sky;  but 
the  waiting  fish  eagerly  took  advantage  of  the 
artificial  rise  of  water-level.  Those  who  instituted 
the  Helmsdale  operations  have  now  had  time 
to  note  results,  and  it  is  significant  that  the 
Badanloch  damming  has  been  repeated  at  Loch  an 
Euathair,  which  feeds  the  second  of  the  two  main 
sources  of  the  river,  and  that  a  proposal  is  now 
decided  upon  to  heighten  by  two  feet  the  dam 
dyke  at  Badanloch  so  as  to  provide  against  the 
driest  possible  summer.  In  my  opinion  the  results 
are  of  great  importance  as  showing  what  may  be 
done  to  greatly  improve  the  stock  of  salmon 
and  the  angling  of  a  fine  river  which  during  the 
summer  months  normally  declines  to  an  unfish- 
able  level.  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  J.  B. 
Taylor,  who  has  initiated  and  carried  out  the 
successful  operations,  and  Mr.  Donald  M'Lean, 
Factor  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  I 
am  able,  in  Appendix  V.,  to  give  particulars  of 
the  works.  There  are  very  many  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  Highlands  which  might  easily  be 
treated  in  a  similar  manner,  and  it  is  hoped  by 
thus  publishing  a  plan  and  details  that  the  subject 
may  gain  the  publicity  which  it  deserves.  Already 
similar  works  are  projected  for  the  Thurso  above 
Loch  More,  where,  from  notes  kindly  furnished  me 
by  Mr.  Malloch,  it  appears  that  the  dam  dyke  is  to 
be  on  a  most  exten.sive  scale,  circumvented  by  a 
fish  pass  200  feet  in  length  with  a  gradient  of  1  in 
20.  In  the  case  of  the  Thurso  a  loch  2i  miles  long 
will  be  created.  In  the  Helmsdale  district,  lochs 
already  in  existence  were  merely  enlarged  by  the 
raising  of  the  water  level.  * 

EXPEBIMENTS  WITH  SmOLTS  AND  MARKING  ThEM. 

In  the  appendix  there  is  an  interesting  paper  by 
Mr.  Calderwood  on  "The  Seaward  Migration  of 
Smolts."  The  chief  item  of  interest  in  it  is  that 
by  means  of  a  special  vulcanite  contrivance  Mr. 
Calderwood  was  able,  without  touching  the  fish 
with  the  hand,  to  mark  eight  hundred  naturally- 
bred  Tay  salmon  smolts.  There  can  now  be  no 
excuse  at  all  for  not  marking  all  artificially  reared 
smolts.    Mr.  Calderwood  says : — 

"The  inference  which  we  may  draw,  I  think, 
from  these  smolt-netting  operations  is  that  the 
young  of  the  salmon  in  their  migratory  dress 
descending  from  the  fresh  waters  of  their  birth  pass 
steadily  through  the  area  in  a  river  where  the  fresh 
water  is  merely  dammed  back  periodically  by  the 
action  of  the  tide,  but  pause  on  reaching  the  first 
real  mingling  of  sea  water.-  In  this  way  great 
numbers  congregate  and  become  gradually  accus- 
tomed to  the  effects  of  the  brackish  water.  The 
final  stage  of  the  descent  to  the  open  sea  from  the 
brackish  water  is  thereafter  carried  through  with 
rapidity.'.' 

Scales  of  Tay  Salmon  as  Indicative  of  Age, 
Gkowth,  and  Spawning  Habit. 

In  a  long  illustrated  appendix,  Mr.  H.  W.  John- 
ston gives  an  account  of  his  investigation  of  the 
rings  or  lines  on  salmon  scales.    As  in  the  case  of 


the  experiments  and  studies  of  Hoifbauer  and 
Stuart  Thomson,  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  really 
conclusive  results  have  been  obtained — so  many 
things  happen  in  a  salmon's  life  which  upset  calcu- 
lations that  it  seems  doubtful  if  the  scale  test  will 
ever  be  of  much  value. 


ANOTHER   YORKSHIRE  ESK 
"FIXED  ENGINES"  CASE. 


We  regret  to  see  that  the  public-spirited  efTorts 
of  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  one  of  the  conservators  of  the 
Yorkshire  Esk,  to  improve  the  salmon  fishing  in 
that  river  are  not  supported  by  the  magistrates. 
As  the  fimds  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  are  io- 
sufi&cient  to  provide  a  proper  staff  of  watchers, 
Mr.  Ley,  at  his  own  expense,  employed  experienced 
men,  sergeants  in  the  Tweed  River  Police,  to  assist 
in  protecting  the  fishery.  The  matter  is  so  im- 
portant, and  the  law  against  "fixed  engines  "  is  so 
constantly  evaded,  that  we  hope  the  attention  of 
the  Fisheries  Department  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture will  be  brought  to  this  case,  of  which  we  give 
a  report  of  from  a  Whitby  paper.  The  case  was 
heard  on  June  17  and  dismissed,  and  yet  it  seems 
abundantly  clear  from  the  report  of  the  evidence 
that  the  men  were  using  what  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  was  a  "fixed  engine." 

"Whitby  Police  Court.: 

"■^  Saturday,  June  17. 

"  Before  Messrs.  J.  W.  Barry  (in  the  chair), 
W.  N.  Walker,  and  R.  E.  Pannett,  C.C. 

"  Francis  Walker,  licensed  salmon  netsman,  was 
summoned,  on  the  information  of  William  Luke, 
for  having,  on  Jime  5,  being  the  owner  of  a  certain 
fixed  engine  or  net  unlawfully  placed  for  the  catching 
of  salmon  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  North  Sea. 
Defendant  pleaded  not  guilty.  Mr.  William  Brown 
said  he  appeared  to  prosecute  on  behalf  of  the  Esk 
Fishery  Board.  Defendant  was  charged  with  an 
offence  which  had  been  previously  dealt  with  at 
that  Court,  the  most  notable  prosecution  being  in 
July  of  last  year,  when  a  case  was  promoted  by 
the  Fishmongers'  Company,  and  several  defendants 
were  fined  for  the  ofi'ence.  It  would  not,  therefore, 
be  necessary  for  him  to  give  any  lengthy  statement 
— the  particulars  of  the  case  he  referred  to  would 
be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  Bench.  The  case 
was  taken  under  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act  of  1861, 
section  11,  which  stipulated  that  the  penalty  for 
such  an  offence  might  be  the  forfeiture  of  the 
engine  so  used,  and  a  penalty  of  not  exceeding 
£10  per  day  for  the  period  during  which  it  was  so 
used.  The  Act  further  stated  that,  for  the  purpose 
of  the  section  referred  to,  a  net  which  was  secured 
by  stones,  or  otherwise  temporarily  fixed,  should 
be  deemed  to  be  a  fixed  engine.  The  evidence 
for  the  prosecution  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
shore  end  of  defendant's  net  was  in  shallow 
water,  rendering  it  stationary.  The  net  would 
be  four  or  five  fathoms  in  depth,  and  would  be 
resting  on  the  sand.  That,  of  itself,  was  quite 
sufficient  to  bring  the  case  under  the  section. 
In  addition,  the  sea  end  of  the  net  was  attached  to 
a  coble,  which  was  riding  at  anchor.  The  net  was 
secured  by  a  line  to  the  coble,  thus  fixing  it  at  both 
ends,  a  clear  infraction  of  the  law.  If  the  bench 
found  the  case  to  be  proved,  he  would  ask  for  a 
penalty,  though  not  a  large  one,  to  be  imposed.  He 
did  not  ask  for  the  forfeiture  of  the  nets.  The 
fishery  board  were  determined  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
practice,  and,  in  future  cases,  he  would  ask  for  a 
heavier  penalty.  Peter  Mackintosh  said  he  was  a 
sergeant  of  the  Tweed  River  Police,  and  was  tem- 
porarily employed  by  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  J.P.,  to 
assist  the  officers  of  the  Esk  Fishery  Board.  On 
the  date  mentioned,  about  9.20  a.m.,  he  was  on  the 
cliff,  near  the  Hotel  Metropole,  and  he  saw  a  number 
of  boats  engaged  in  fishing.  His  attention  was 
drawn  to  one  boat  which  was  fishing  with  its  net. 
at  the  shore  end,  in  about  two  feet  of  water,  the 
other  end  being  fixed  by  a  rope  to  the  stem  of  the 
boat.    This  rope  would  be  about  thirty  yards  long. 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Gkaylinq  Flies.— Now  Ready,  ami 
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The  net  was  stationary  inconsequence  of  the  fixing, 
and  it  was  quite  impossible  for  it  to  move.  He 
watched  the  boat  until  J  0.30,  and  the  net  was 
stationary  during  the  whole  of  that  time.  It  was 
a  perfectly  fine,  clear  morning,  and  he  could  see  the 
net  was  fixed  with  the  naked  eye,  without  the  aid 
of  a  glass.  At  10.30  the  net  was  hauled  in,  and 
'shot'  again  at  a  further  distance  from  the  shore. 
He  watched  the  boat  come  into  the  harbour,  and 
then  got  defendant's  name  from  William  Luke,  the 
officer  of  the  board.  Thomas  Malcolm  was  with 
witness  at  the  time  he  saw  the  net  fixed.  They 
examined  the  net,  and  found  it  to  be  about  twenty- 
five  feet  deep.  At  the  time  indicated  it  was, 
practically,  t-lack  water.  By  defendant :  The  net 
could  not  move  one  way  or  the  other.  Defendant : 
It  was  not  fast  at  both  ends  ;  we  only  had  the 
anchor  down,  and  it  was  more  than  two  yards 
from  the  beach.  What  the  witness  had  said  was 
not  true.  Thomas  Malcolm,  also  a  sergeant  of  the 
Tweed  River  Police,  and  similarly  employed  with 
the  last  witness,  confirmed  what  Mackintosh  had 
said.  They  both  went  down  to  the  beach,  and 
said  the  net  was  not  more  than  three  yards  from 
the  water's  edge — in  about  two  feet  of  water.  The 
net  was  fixed  by  a  line  to  the  anchored  boat,  and 
defendant  was  there.  By  defendant:  He  saw  a 
boat  fishing  for  sand-eels  at  the  same  time.  De- 
fendant said  the  witness  had  not  given  the  facts. 
The  nets  did  not  move  because  it  was  slack  water. 
His  licence  was  for  a  hang  or  drift  net.  The 
magistrate's  clerk  (Mr.  George  Buchanan)  said  that 
matter  was  gone  into  at  the  last  prosecution.  ^Ir. 
W.  N.  Walker  asked  if  the  net  was  weighted.  Mr. 
Brown  said  they  had  no  evidence  of  such  weighting. 
The  net  had  corks  at  the  top,  and  small  leads  along 
the  bottom.  He  had  no  evidence  of  any  extraneous 
weight.  In  reply  to  the  chairman,  defendant  said 
the  net  was  not  fixed  to  the  boat,  and  the  watchers 
could  not  see  any  rope  from  the  Metropole.  A 
man  named  Wuispear,  who  was  in  the  coble  at  the 
time,  said  there  was  no  rope  attached  to  the  coble. 
He  never  saw  the  watchers  examine  the  net.  By 
Mr.  Brown:  The  depth  of  water  at  the  shore  end 
of  the  net  would  be  about  ten  or  twelve  feet, 
and  about  twenty  yards  from  the  shore. 
Another  witness,  named  Peart,  said  he  was  near 
the  spot  all  the  time.  They  had  '  shot '  their  nets 
for  sand-eels,  and  had  their  nets  down  before 
defendant.  He  saw  the  watchers  standing  beside 
the  sand-eel  boat.  When  defendant  hauled  in  his  net, 
he  would  be  about  twenty  or  thirty  yards 
from  the  shore,  and  he  would  be  about  fifty. 
By  Mr.  Brown  :  The  shore  end  of  the  net  would  be 
in  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  of  water;  It  was  slack 
water  at  the  time.  John  Richardson,  a  youth, 
said  there  was  no  line  to  the  net  from  defendant's 
coble,  in  which  he  was  engaged.  They  had  no  such 
line.  He  saw  the  watchers  near  the  sand-eel  boat, 
whose  nets  were  shot  nearer  the  shore  than  theirs 
were.  They  would  be  about  thirty  yards  from  the 
shore,  in  about  four  fathoms  of  water.  Defendant 
explained  that,  by  reason  of  his  inexperience,  the 
witness  could  not  speak  as  to  the  depth  of  water. 
Witness  said  the  net  was  left  to  fish  by  itself.  There 
were  no  weights  on  the  net.  Witness  Mackintosh, 
recalled,  said  he  examined  the  net  when  the  boat 
came  into  the  harbour.  It  was  hung  out  to  dry, 
and  it  was  the  same  net  as  had  been  shot.  He 
could  see  the  line  from  the  net  to  the  coble  very 
plainly.  He  would  not  be  more  than  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  sea  end  of  the  net  when  it  was  shot. 
Defendant  said  he  could  prove  that  was  not  the 
case.  Witness,  continuing,  said  the  net  was  about 
twenty-five  feet  wide  along  its  whole  length. 
Defendant  said  the  net  which  was  shot  was  not  taken 
out  of  the  boat  until  the  following  Wednesday,  and 
witness  said  he  examined  it  on  the  spars  the  same 
day.  Witness  Malcolm  said  he  saw  the  sea  ead  of 
the  net  on  the  day  referred  to.  It  would  be  about 
three  hundred  yards  off.  He  saw  the  line  con- 
necting the  net  with  the  boat  quite  clearly,  both 
with  the  naked  eye  and  with  glasses.  Afterwards 
he  went  down  to  the  sands,  and  watched  until  the 
net  was  hauled  in.  Defendant  said  the  net  was 
four  hundred  yards  long,  and  fitness  said  the  line 
was  about  three  hundred  yards  from  him.  The 
bench  retired  for  consultation,  and,  after  an  absence 
from  the  court  of  several  minutes,  the  chairman 
said  the  bench  had  found  the  case  a  very  difficult 
one.  After  giving  it  careful  consideration,  they 
thought  that,  on  the  whole,  the  evidence  was  not 
sufiScient  to  prove  the  case  against  defendant,  and 
they  would  give  him  the  benefit  of  the "  doubt. 
Defendant :  Thank  you,  gentlemen. 'i 
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"BUSTARD"  FISHING. 

The  Border  rivers  are  the  original  home  of 
"  bustard  "  fishing,  but  the  practice  has  wandered 
afield  through  the  northern  counties  until,  as  far 
south  as  Ure  and  Wharfe,  it  is  now  gaining  firm 
foothold,  and  the  soft,  sensuous  summer  night  yields 
up  readily  to  the  bulky  artificial  moth  the  richest 
stores  of  the  moorland  trout  stream  that  the  glare 
and  glitter  of  the  dazzling  summer  day  steadfastly 
denied  to  the  daintiest  tiny  confection  of  silk  and 
hackle  cast  ever  so  deftly. 

All  through  the  short  summer  nights,  when  the 
light  hangs  low  and  clear,  but  never  entirely 
vanishes,  over  the  northern  fells,  and  the  spires  of 
the  hillside  firs  stand  sharply  silhouetted  against  the 
pale  glow  which  at  once  speeds  the  departing  and 
welcomes  the  coming  day,  the  hardy  dale  sportsman 
is  at  work  upon  the  quiet  pools  and  the  smooth 
unbroken  glides  with  a  stiffish  fly  rod  and  one 
"  bustard,"  or  it  may  be  two,  on  his  cast  of 
undrawn  gut. 

"  Bustard  "  is  the  name  which  the  north  country- 
man applies  indiscriminately  to  large  moths,  with  a 
special  angling  reference  to  the  common  ghost 
moths  and  swifts — white,  yellow,  and  brown — which 
flit  in  amatory  flight  over  the  riverside  meadows  in 
the  dusk  of  the  summer  eve.'  For,  truly  enough, 
the  midnight  hour  is  the  ghost  moth's  high  noon, 
and  the  plethoric  old  trout,  which  snooze  comfort- 
ably all  day  in  their  pet  holts,  like  plethoric  old 
gentlemen  in  the  snuggest  armchairs  at  the  club, 


f 


and  only  stir  abroad  to  dine  late,  gobble  up  with 
gusto  the  insect  wrecks  as  they  fall  upon  the  water 
exhausted  by  the  exaction  of  family  affairs.  This 
is  the  "  bustard "  fisher's  opportunity.  White, 
yellow,  and  brown  artificial  moths  he  dresses  upon 
No.  4  or  No.  5  hooks,  the  usual  patterns  being :  — 

White  Bustard.  —  Body,  white  Berlin  wool ; 
hackle,  from  a  white  hen  ;  wings,  from  the  feather 
of  a  white  pigeon. 

Yellow  Bastard. — Body,  light  yellow  mohair, 
ribbed  with  red  silk ;  legs  and  wings,  a  yellow 
hackle  run  down  the  whole  length  of  the  body. 

Brown  Bustard.  —  Body,  cinnamon  -  coloured 
mohair  mixed  with  fur  from  a  hare's  neck ;  hackle, 
mottled  brown  from  a  hen  ;  wings,  from  the  wing 
feather  of  a  dark  brown  owl. 

All  the  above  patterns  are  supposed  to  be 
improved  by  the  addition  of  a  tag  of  white  leather. 
Although  some  veteran  "  bustard  "  fishers  swear  by 
one  colour,  some  by  another  of  the  standard  pat- 
terns, and  some  wax  enthusiastic  over  the  fatal 
fascination  possessed  by  a  fancy  bustard,  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  made — such  as  my  fly-book  con- 
tains a  gorgeous  specimen  of,  with  a  body  of  yellow 
mohair,  hackled  with  the  red  feather  of  a  parrot 
that  gives  a  Solomon-in-all-his-glory  effect  or  sug- 
gests a  sunset  by  Turner — I  have  never  found  the 
charms  of  any  one  pattern  paramount  over  the 
treacherous  seductions  of  the  others.  Indeed,  the 
sticklers  for  the  correct  colour  of  artificial  bustards 
are  apparently  forgetful  of  the  elementary  truth  of 
chromatic  science  that  colour  is  light,  and  that, 
therefore,  without  light  there  can  be  no  colour. 


Consequently,  for  the  same  reason  that  "  all  cats 
are  grey  at  night,"  any  "  bustard  "  falling  upon  the 
surface  of  the  water  must,  seen  from  the  dark 
depths  below,  be  no  more  than  a  dark  opaque 
object  against  the  dim  twilight  of  the  midnight 
watches  of  July  or  August,  and  may,  whatever 
colour  it  may  possess  by  day,  very  well  pass  for 
the  natural  moth — "  in  the  dusk  with  the  light 
behind  it " — provided  it  is  dressed  with  some 
regard  to  the  size  and  general  style  of  the  natural 
insect. 

Ten  o'clock,  or  half- past,  when,  one  after  another, 
the  lights  from  the  farmhouse  windows  disappear, 
and  the  only  lamps  to  guide  the  spi  irtsman's  steps 
are  the  twinkling  lamps  of  Heaven  and  the  cold, 
glowing  wraith  of  the  dying  day,  is  a  good  time  to 
start  the  eerie  sport.  And  eerie  it  is  without  a 
doubt,  for  the  voices  of  the  night  are  ever  crying 
through  the  woods  and  over  the  heaths,  and  even 
the  music  of  the  stream  seems  to  sink  into  a 
pathetic  minor  key  as  it  croons  its  lullaby  to  the 
sleepy  flowers.  The  novice  is  apt  to  experience  a 
shivery  start  as  the  shrill  "scape"  of  a  belated 
■nipe  cute  into  the  "zum,  zum"  of  flying  cock- 
chafers, or  when  the  magic  "plop"  of  a  big 
trout  at  his  very  feet  punctuates  the  mournful 
"cur-r-r-r-r-loo  !  "  of  the  melancholy  "  whaup''  far 
away  upon  the  moors.  In  the  earlier  portion  of 
the  "bustard J'  season  the  call  of  the  cuckoo  is  not 
infrequently  heard  mingling  with  the  drone  of 
nocturnal  insects,  and  even  the  night  breeze, 
soughing  like  a  banshee  through  the  willows,  or  the 


rustle  of  unseen  cattle  among  the  herbage,  sheds 
over  all  that  mystic,  creepy  influence  which  irresis- 
tibly impels  one,  if  talk  he  must,  to  speak  in  a 
whisper. 

Selecting  a  pool  or  quiet  stream,  free  from 
obstructions  and  with  no  trees  to  cause  vexation 
of  spirit  by  hanging  up  the  tackle  during  the  back 
cast,  the  "bustard"  fisher  stands  upon  the  stony 
edge  of  a  boulder- strewn  beach,  and  launches  his 
brace  of  lumberly  flies  into  the  unseen  with  some- 
thing of  the  wondering  curiosity  of  the  confiding 
youngster  who 

Opens  his  mouth,  and  shuts  his  eyes, 
To  see  what  Fate  will  send  him. 

Looking  up  the  river  towards  the  northern 
glimmer  the  stream  gleams  faintly  between  its 
dusky  shores,  a  streak  of  dark  silver-grey  in  a  sable 
setting  ;  but  looking  down  the  other  way,  the  river 
rolls  murmuring  on,  an  inky  flood,  that  slowly 
sweeps  along  the  mimic  moth  to  the  extent  of  its 
tether  before  the  angler,  ever  on  the  alert  for 
the  thrilling  rug-rug  of  an  energetic  fish  in  an 
appropriative  humour.  To  no  other  branch  of  fly 
fishing  can  the  term  "  chuck  and  chance  it "  be 
more  fittingly  applied  than  "  bustard  "  fishing.  Two 
or  three  times  the  current  carries  along  the  cast 
without  even  the  suspicion  of  a  runaway  knock ; 
and  then  suddenly  from  out  of  the  darkness  comes 
a  lusty  tug,  whereupon  the  angler  tightens  instantly, 
and  the  next  moment,  to  the  accompaniment  of  a 
merry  splash  and  splatter  far  out  in  the  dusky 
gloom,  he  is  fighting  a  lively  but  unseen  2 -pounder, 


maybe,  and  the  battle  has  all  the  piquancy  of  a 
duel  in  a  dark  room.  But  the  tackle  is  strong, 
willy-nilly  the  fiip-flopping  acrobat  of  the  stream 
comes  ashore  on  the  pebbly  beach,  and  the  fly  is 
extracted  with  care,  for  it  is  wonderful  how  many 
sharp  points  a  single  hook  mysteriously  develops 
in  the  dark,  and  what  an  extraordinary  affinity 
each  several  point  exhibits  for  human  epidermis. 

And  so  the  weird  sport  goes  on.  Here  over  the 
silent  pool— silent  but  for  the  gurgle  and  plash  of 
feeding  fish — the  deadly  "  bustard  "  drifts  in  search 
of  its  unsuspecting  victim  ;  there  it  sweeps  the 
murmuring  glide  in  the  impenetrable  shadows  of 
the  fringing  willows  ;  and  yonder,  from  the  spit  of 
gravel  stretching  far  into  the  stream,  it  is  flicked 
over  the  eddying  hole  in  which,  under  the  roots  of 
the  old  dead  ash,  the  patriarch  of  the  river  has  his 
home.  And,  now  at  wearisome  intervals,  now 
with  a  rush  of  breathless,  intoxicatingly  rapid 
sequence  come  the  tug  and  tussle  of  battling  trout 
— with,  for  variety,  the  occasional  resurrection  of  a 
defunct  cat  perhaps,  or  the  involuntary  salvage  of 
a  derelict  boot — until,  as  the  crouching  light  mounts 
higher  in  the  northern  heavens  and  the  trout  sink 
back  to  the  happy  somnolence  that  follows  a  com- 
fortable meal,  the  creel-strap  tightens  upon  the 
shoulder  with  the  pleasing  weariness  the  angler 
loves  to  suffer,  and  the  night's  sport  is  over. 

Wonderful  baskets  of  heavy  trout  are  in  this 
way  got  when,  otherwise,  the  results  of  fly  fishing 
on  the  north-country  moorland  rivers  would  be  but 
a  beggarly  array  of  empty  baskets.    Nor  does  the 


1    intrepid  dalesman,  knowing  every  yard  of  the 
river  bed  he  fishes,  hesitate  to  wade.  Without,  how- 
i    ever,  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  water 
recourse   should   never  be  had    to  wading  at 
I    night ;  and  even  when  familiar  knowledge  has  not 
I    been    lacking    fatalities    have    happened  which 
strongly  urge  the  folly  of  adopting  the  practice 
when  one  is  alone  ;  for,  encumbered  with  heavy 
I    wading  gear  and  a  loaded  pannier,  you  never  know 
how  little  water  is  capable  of  drowning  a  man  until 
;    you  give  it  a  thorough  trial.    When  wading  is 
indulged  in  it  should  be  upon  a  river  sufficiently 
broad  for  two  men  to  fish  abreast,  when,  in  case  of 
accident,  assistance  is  close  at  hand.    Then  it  is 
lively  fun  to  shuffle  gingerly  down  stream,  casting 
1    to  right  and  left,  and  landing  the  fish  as  best  you 
I    can  without  going  to  bank.   At  least,  it  is  good  fun 
i    so  long  as  you  do  not  repeat  the  experience  of  the 

•  southern  visitor  to  one  of  our  northern  rivers,  who, 
'  confiding  in  the  superior  knowledge  of  a  local  angler, 
i    ventured   to    wade    while  trying  his  hand  at 

•  "  bustard  "  fishing,  with  the  consequence  that  he 
L  suddenly  stepped  over  a  rocky  ledge  into  five  or 
■  six  feet  of  water,  fortunately  without  incurring  the 
!    necessity  for  a  coroner's  inquest. 

•  "  Confound  you  !  '■  he  roared  angrily,  after  he 
;  had  succeeded  in  scrambling  ashore  and  relieving 
;  his  lungs  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  mixed  river- 
1  water  and  profanity.  "Confound  you,  sir,  I  thought 
,  you  told  me  you  knew  every  hole  in  the  river !  " 
I  "  Yes,  I  do ;  that's  one  of  !em,"  softly  murmured 
'  the  northerner,  consolingly. 
,  W.  Carter  Platts. 
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ON  FISHING  GUT.* 


Mr.  Chaib>ian  and  Gentlemen,  —  When  I 
oifered  some  time  since  to  initiate  a  discussion  on 
sUkworm  gut,  I  did  so,  as  much  with  a  view  to 
obtain,  as  to  impart,  information.  I  think  no 
discussion  would  be  complete  without  some  refer- 
ence to  the  little  animal,  to  whom  we,  as  anglers, 
are  so  much  indebted;  for,  in  spite  of  various 
materials  which  have  been  tried,  nothing  so  good 
as  silkworm  gut  has  been  found  to  take  its  place. 
Its  life  history  may  be  briefly  given  as  follows:  — 
The  silkworm  moth  lays  a  number  of  eggs,  from 
250  to  300,  on  the  leaves,  generally  mulberry, 
which  are  to  form  the  food  of  the  grub  when 
hatched.  These  eggs,  which  somewhat  resemble 
spiders'  eggs,  are  hatched  by  the  sun's  heat,  and 
when  the  grub  emerges  it  is  about  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  in  length,  and  looks  like  a  small  black  worm. 
It  at  once  commences  to  feed,  and  in  from  eight  to 
ten  days  it  casts  its  skin  and  assumes  a  greyish 
colour.  This  operation  over,  it  continues  to  feed, 
and  in  five  or  six  days  it  moults  a  second  time, 
and  after  five  more  days,  moults  a  third  time.  In 
the  intervals  between  these  processes  it  grows  con- 
siderably, and  when  it  moults  for  the  fourth  and 
last  time,  it  has  grown  to  be  from  one  and  a  half 
to  two  inches  in  length,  and  is  now  a  perfect  cater- 
pillar. Ten  days  later  it  searches  for  a  convenient 
place  where  it  can  form  its  cocoon,  and  for  this 
pmrpose  it  mounts  upon,  and  attaches  itself  to, 
twigs  by  a  number  of  fine  filaments  of  silk. 

Naturally,  in  the  silk  and  silkworm  gut-producing 
districts  of  Spain  and  Italy,  every  care  is  taken  to 
assist  the  little  creature,  both  in  providing  it  with 
food  and  shelter,  and  in  forming  for  the  caterpillar 
layers  of  branches  and  twigs  to  which  it  can  attach 
its  cocoon.  It  is  at  this  point  that  further  de- 
velopment is  arrested  if  it  is  to  produce  silkworm 
gut.  If,  however,  it  is  to  produce  silk,  it  is  allowed 
to  form  its  cocoon,  which  it  does  by  spinning 
around  itself  an  oval  -  shaped  dwelling ;  this 
operation  takes  four  days.  When  the  cocoon  is 
finished  it  smears  the  inside  with  a  silky  kind  of 
gum  from  its  spinnerets.  This  hardens,  and  its 
house  is  made  waterproof.  During  the  whole 
operation  of  forming  its  cocoon  it  is  gradually 
undergoing  a  change,  and  this  change  continues 
until  it  has  become  a  more  or  less  rounded  ball, 
somewhat  elongated,  and  covered  with  a  smooth, 
shell-like  skin.  It  is  to  all  appearance  dead,  and  is 
now  termed  a  chrysalis.  If  left  to  itself,  in  about 
ten  days  it  changes  into  a  moth,  and  works  its  way 
out  of  its  cocoon  by  ejecting  from  its  mouth  a 
liquor  which  dissolves  the  gum  lining  its  dwelling, 
and  then  with  its  head  and  hooked  feet  it  pushes 
its  way  through  its  silky  envelope,  and  emerges  as 
a  perfect  moth,  and  thus  the  cycle  of  changes  is 
complete  It  is  curious  to  note  that  the  animal 
never  dies — only  a  series  of  metamorphoses  go  on, 
by  which,  apparently,  distinct  forms  of  life  are 
assumed. 

Now,  to  return  to  the  stage  where  its  development 
is  arrested,  if  it  is  to  produce  silkworm  gut,  and  to 
us,  as  anglers,  the  most  interesting.  As  most  of 
the  silkworm  gut  is  obtained  from  Spain,  Murcia 
being  the  centre  of  the  industry,  it  would  perhaps 
be  as  well  to  follow  the  modus  operandi  which 
obtains  there.  The  worms  are  bred  by  the  coimtry 
people  in  their  cottages,  consisting  of  but  two 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor.  This  industry  is  the 
sole  occupation  of  the  villagers  near  Murcia,  and 
while  some  of  them  breed  the  worms,  others 
perform  the  initial  stages  in  gut  making.  A  number 
of  bamboo  rods  are  tied  together  by  the  breeder, 
in  order  to  form  a  bed  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet 
long  by  four  feet  wide,  and  raised  about  a  foot  from 
the  floor  of  the  room.  On  this  bed  are  spread  the 
worms,  which  are  fed  five  times  daily  with  mulberry 
leaves.  Great  care  is  taken  to  pick  out  all  sickly 
worms,  in  order  that  only  good,  sound  gut  may  be 
produced. 

When  the  worms  are  ready  to  spin  the  cocoon, 
they  creep  upon  branches  of  trees  which  are  placed 
over  the  bed.  They  are  taken  off  these  branches, 
and  are  killed  by  being  put  into  vinegar,  in  which 
they  remain  for  six  hours,  after  which  they  are 
thoroughly  washed  in  clean  water.  Girls  take  the 
worms  from  the  water,  break  them  in  half  with 
their  fingers,  exposing  the  one,  two,  or  three  yellow 
sacd  which  each  worm  possesses.    This  is  a  delicate 

*  A  paper  on  fishing  gut  read  befo  e  the  meiribers 
and  friends  of  the  Gie-hs'n  Antiling  Society  by 
the  hon.  sec.  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldied,  March  21,  1905. 


but  very  sickly  operation,  and  great  care  is  neces- 
sary in  the  handling  of  the  worm.  The  ends  of 
each  sac  are  taken  between  the  thumb  and  finger,  and 
gently  but  firmly  pulled  out  as  far  as  the  sac  will  go 
without  breaking,  considerable  skill  being  required 
in  drawing  to  keep  the  now  elongated  sac  and 
contents  as  round  as  possible.  The  ends  of  the  sac 
are  secured,  and  the  gut  and  its  envelope  placed  so 
that  they  may  dry  and  harden.  Each  strand 
when  dry  has  a  yellow  appearance,  the  colour 
being  due  to  the  surrounding  sac,  its  shape  being 
more  or  less  round,  and  tapering  more  or  less 
according  to  the  care  taken  in  drawing  from  one 
end  to  the  other. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  even  in  worms 
of  the  same  size,  there  is  not  the  same  number  of 
sacs,  some  worms  possessing  one,  others  two  or 
even  three  sacs. 

The  strands,  tied  up  in  bundles,  are  now  turned 
over  to  the  finishers,  and  their  first  operation  is  to 
remove  the  outer  skin  or  sac  which  surrounds  the 
gut  proper.  This  is  done  by  steeping  or  boiling 
the  gut  in  water,  to  which  is  added  some  soap  and 
soda.  The  skin  is  then  easily  removed  by  drawing 
through  the  fingers.  The  colour  is  now  a  dirty 
white.  It  is  now  washed  several  times  in  clean 
water  to  remove  all  traces  of  soap  and  soda,  and 
then  bleached.  This  bleaching  process  may  be 
performed  by  damping  and  exposing  the  gut  to  the 
action  of  sunlight,  or  it  may  be  chemically  treated. 
The  former  process  is  the  slower  but  the  more 
natural  and  the  safer  way,  though  from  inquiries 
which  have  been  made,  it  is  asserted  that  in  the 
hands  of  a  skilful  operative  no  injury  is  done  to 
the  gut  by  adopting  the  chemical  method. 

It  has  now  a  rather  dull,  certainly  by  no  means 
a  shiny,  appearance,  and  it  is,  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view,  quite  a  question  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  omit  the  polishing  process 
altogether.  This  polishing  is  performed  by  rubbing 
each  strand  (held  by  the  teeth  and  hand)  with 
wash-leather.  It  is  now  sorted  according  to  length, 
strength,  and  thickness  into  the  various  qualities, 
an  operation  requiring  very  great  experience  and 
judgment.  It  is  now  tied  up  in  hanks  of  one 
hundred  and  made  up  into  bundles  of  one  thousand 
or  ten  thousand,  and  is  ready  for  export.  It  is 
usually  classified  thus :  Refina,  very  finest ;  Fina, 
fine ;  Regular,  of  a  medium  thickness ;  First  and 
Second  Padron,  thick;  Marana,  Imperial,  and  He  bra 
are  very  thick  and  strong,  suitable  for  salmon 
fishing.  All  the  above  are  undrawn,  that  is,  they 
have  not  been  through  a  drawing-plate  to  level 
them. 

Drawn  Gut. — In  order  to  level  the  thicker,  and 
to  make  finer  the  finer  qualities  for  the  market, 
the  strands  are  drawn  through  steel  plates,  or  even 
through  minute  circular  apertures  in  precious  stones 
.  set  in  the  drawing-plate.  This  makes  the  strands 
perfectly  parallel  throughout  and  perfectly  round, 
at  the  same  time  compressing  and  slightly  elongat- 
ing them.  Thus  gut  of  any  desired  fineness  is 
obtainable. 

Staining. — This  process  is  performed  by  the  action 
of  chemicals,  and  the  question  is  what  chemical  can 
be  used  to  give  the  desired  shade,  and  at  the  same 
time  not  injure  the  gut.  In  order  to  produce  a 
neutral  or  slate  colour  pounded  logwood  is  steeped 
in  water,  to  which  is  added  a  small  quantity  of 
copperas,  but  great  care  and  skill  are  required  or 
the  gut  is  spoiled. 

The  Keeping  of  Gwi. ^Opinions  on  this  are  very 
much  divided,  and  it  would  be  presumptuous  on 
my  part  to  suggest,  as  some  anglers  do,  that  all  gut 
should  be  discarded  at  the  end  of  the  fishing  season, 
and  a  new  lot  obtained  at  the  commencement  of 
another.  Personally,  I  have  found  that  gut  if 
properly  stored — that  is,  placed  where  the  light  is 
excluded  and  where  the  temperature  is  even — will 
keep  for  several  years  without  undergoing  much 
diminution  in  strength. 

Tying. — Into  the  question  of  knotting  I  do  not 
propose  to  go,  beyond  remarking  that  whatever 
knot  is  used  it  should  be  as  neat  as  possible,  and 
that  the  cast  should  be  tested  knot  by  knot  and 
then  in  its  entire  length  with  such  a  strain  that  it 
is  estimated  the  gut  should  bear. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I 
would  like  to  thank  you  for  the  courtesy  you  have 
shown  in  giving  your  attention  to  one  who  offered 
to  read  this  pappr,  more  from  a  view  of  learning 
something  new  than  from  imparting  information. 

I  would  further  desire  to  expres-i  my  great  in- 
debtedness to  Messrs.  All  ock  &  Co.  for  their  kind- 
ness in  assisting  me,  and  especially  for  the  loan  of 


such  fine  samples  of  gut  in  the  raw,  preparatory,  and 
finished  stages. 

The  Discussion. 
In  the  discussion  which  followed  much  useful 
information  was  elicited,  and  the  following  questions 
were  proposed: — 

1.  Does  drawing  injure  the  gut  ? 

2.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  nea/rly  all,  and  all  the 
finer  sixes  are  drawn  '!■ 

3.  Does  boiling,  to  rid  it  of  the  sac,  injure  the 
gut  ? 

4.  Is  the  gut  fibrous  or  homogeneous  ? 

5.  Has  it  a  second  skin  ? 

6.  Does  staining  injure  the  gut  ?■ 

7.  Which  coloured  gut  is  the  least  visible  to  fish, 
for  example,  trout  ? 

8.  Does  gut  deteriorate  with  keeping  !■ 

In  order  that  definite  information  might  be  given 
in  answer  to  these  questions,  it  was  agreed  to 
adjourn  the  discussion,  and  after  various  authorities 
had  been  consulted,  and  a  number  of  chemical, 
physical,  and  microscopical  experiments  had  been 
performed,  the  following  results  were  obtained: — 

1.  Does  drawing  injure  the  gut  ? 

Drawing,  when  performed  by  an  experienced 
workman,  injures  the  gut  very  little,  but  it  tends 
to  produce  a  liability  to  fray  with  usage.  It 
decreases  the  diameter,  but  it  is  found  that  taking 
strands  of  equal  diameters  the  undrawn  will  sup- 
port no  greater  weight  than  the  drawn.  In  the 
undrawn  sample  the  surface  is  smoother,  as  may  be 
seen  by  comparing  specimens  of  drawn  and  undrawn 
gut  under  the  microscope.  Minute  roughnesses  are 
visible  on  the  surface  of  the  latter,  and  these 
roughnesses  become  accentuated  in  use,  and  small 
fibres  peel  off,  thus  weakening  the  gut  as  the 
diameter  decreases.  These  roughnesses  are  to  some 
extent  got  rid  of  by  polishing  the  gut,  and  this 
should  be  done  by  rubbing  in  one  direction  only, 
that  is,  with  the  fibre.  This  polish,  however,  is 
just  one  of  the  things  anglers  do  not  require,  as 
polished  gut  undoubtedly  scares  the  fish.  The 
principal  reason  why  undrawn  gut  is  not  so 
dependable,  size  for  size,  as  drawn,  is  that  inferior 
qualities  of  undrawn  gut  are  often  drawn,  and 
appear  to  possess,  except  to  the  experienced  eye, 
the  same  characteristics  as  undrawn  gut. 

The  only  remedy  which  the  angler  has  is  to 
purchase  from  firms  which  will  guarantee  that  the 
quality  is  of  the  best.  If  this  be  done  one  may 
now  and  then  get  a  weak  cast,  but  the  chances  of 
this  happening  are  minimised.  It  is  the  falsest 
economy  to  buy  inferior  qualities,  in  this,  as  in  most 
things. 

2.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  nearly  all,  and  all  the 
finer  sizes  are  drawn  ? 

From  inquiries  made  of  one  of  the  largest  gut 
importers  in  the  world,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  nearly  all  the  finer,  and  all  the  finest  casts  are 
made  up  from  drawn  gut  which  has  passed  through 
the  drawing-plate  a  greater  or  less  number  of  times. 
However,  casts  can  be,  and  are,  made  from  6x 
drawn  gut  which  will  support  a  dead  weight  of 
one  povmd  without  breaking.  A  cast  with  less 
breaking  strain  than  this  would,  in  the  hands  of  a 
skilful  angler,  be  sufficiently  strong  to  kill  a  trout 
of  two  or  three  times  this  weight. 

3.  Does  boiling,  to  rid  it  of  its  sac,  injure  the 
gut  ?' 

This  depends  largely  on  the  manipulator.  In  the 
hands  of  a  skUful  workman  no  injury  whatever 
results. 

4  and  5.  Is  the  gut  fibrous  or  homogeneous  ? 
Has  it  a  second  skin  ? 

Transverse  and  vertical  sections  placed  imder  a 
high-power  microscope  show  conclusively  that  the 
only  skin  gut  has  is  the  skin  of  the  sac,  and  this  is 
only  seen  in  the  raw  article.  Microscopic  investiga- 
tion further  shows,  as  one  might  expect  from  the 
evidence  of  frayed  gut,  that  gut  is  fibrous,  and  not 
homogeneous  throughout.  The  fibres,  however,  are 
very  fine,  and  do  not  appear  to  be  of  any  great 
length. 

6.  Does  staining  injure  the  gut  ' 

The  evidence  on  this  point  is  that  staining  does 
more  or  less  injure  the  gut,  but  in  the  hands  of  a 
skilful  man  this  injury  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
To  show  how  careful  one  must  be  a  prominent 
manufacturer  volunteered  the  informa'ion  that 
through  some  carelessness  on  the  part  of  one-  of  his 
employes  over  £20(1  worth  of  gut  was  spuiied. 

7.  Which  coloured  gut  is  the  least  visible  to  fish, 
for  example,  trout. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  gut  which  most 
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approximates  to  water  in  colour  is  the  least  visible 
to  the  eye  of  man,  and  probably  to  that  of  a  fish. 
This  colour  is  a  very  light  blue-green. 

White  gut  when  placed  floating  on  clear  water 
has  a  whiter  appearance,  where  the  water  and  gut 
touch,  than  gut  of  a  neutral  tint. 

8.  Docs  f/iit  flctrriorate  -with  keeping  ? 

Definite  information  on  this  head  is  fortunately 
forthcoming. 

Gut  can  be  kept  several  years  if  stored  in  a 
temperature  of  about  fiOdeg.  F.  in  a  room  from 
which  the  light  is  carefully  excluded,  but  it 
seriously  deteriorates  if  kept  in  too  warm  a  place. 
Mr.  Allcock  says :  "  You  need  not  discard  gut 
unless  worn  out  by  use.  Keep  it  in  wash-leather  in 
a  drawer  in  your  bedroom." 

Whether  soaking  in  certain  preparations  tends  to 
increase  the  life  of  gut  or  not  I  am  not  prepared  to 
assert  or  deny,  as  I  have  no  experience  on  this 
point.  I  have  tried  soaking  in  glycerine,  but  I 
have  not  given  it  a  sufficiently  long  trial  to  enable 
me  to  speak  with  certainty  either  one  way  or  the 
other. 

I  trust  now,  gentlemen,  I  have  answered  the 
questions  proposed  to  your  satisfaction,  and  that 
what  little  new  light  I  have  thrown  upon  a  subject 
which  is  dear  to  each  of  us  may  be  of  service  to 
you  all. 

[A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr. 
Eldred  for  his  very  interesting  and  useful  paper. 
In  an  "  Occasional  Note  "  I  have  referred  to  one  or 
two  (loints  touched  on  by  Mr.  Eldred,  and  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  find  that  some  manufacturer  takes 
note  of  my  suggestion. — R.  B.  M.] 


'•THE  NEWFOUNDLAND  GUIDE 
BOOK,  1905." 


.Judge  D.  W.  Prowse  is  well  known  in  New- 
foundland as  well  as  in  this  country  as  an  ardent 
sportsman,  keenly  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
Newfoundland  and  the  protection  and  improve- 
ment of  her  fisheries  and  sportings  generally.  The 
judge  has  edited  what  is  undoubtedly  the  best  and 
most  trustworthy  guide,  not  only  to  the  fishings 
and  shootings,  but  to  the  country  generally. 
Among  the  subjects  dealt  with  may  be  mentioned 
"The  Natural  History  of  the:  Caribou,"  by  J.  G. 
Millais;  "Caribou  Shooting,"  by  H.  H.  Prichard; 
"Sport  in  Newfoundland,"  by  Admiral  Sir  W.  R. 
Kennedy,  K.C.B. ;  "Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Upper 
Humber  River,"  by  Captain  Sir  Bryan  Leighton, 
Bart.  In  addition  to  these  special  articles.  Judge 
Prowse  gives  a  very  interesting  "  Short  Sketch  of 
Newfoundland"  —  almost  nobody  in  this  country 
knows  anything  about  tltat,  but  then  life  is  so 
short,  and  our  Empire  is  so  big,  that  we  are 
.satisfied  to  know  that  Newfoundland  is  a  very  fine 
country,  peopled  by  a  very  fine  lot  of  loyal  British 
subjects. 

If  you  want  to  know  where  the  fishings  and 
shootings  are,  how  best  to  get  to  them,  if  you  want 
ib  know  about  the  internal  and  external  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  if  you  want  illustra- 
tions of  towns,  scenery,  sport,  etc.,  and  if  you  want 
a  fine  map  (twenty-five  miles  to  the  inch),  and 
finally  a  list  of  guides  with  their  addresses,  you 
will  find  it  all  and  much  more  in  this  handsomely 
got  up  shilling  guide,  published  by  Messrs.  Brad- 
bury, Agnew  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  19,  Bouverie-street, 
London. 


AN  AMEEICAN  PKOTEST  AGAINST 
UNFAIR.  TACKLE. 


In  the  best  interests  of  sport  the  aim  of  an 
angler  should  always  be  to  reduce  the  number  of 
hooks  used  in  his  lure — whatever  it  may  be — as 
much  as  possible.  I  have  often  determined  that 
I  would  do  away  with  all  but  one  hook  on  my 
spinning  flights  and  other  tackles  with  the  excep- 
tion of  live  bait  tackles,  which  must  have  a  lip 
hook,  but  when  the  pike  season  has  come  round  I 
have  found  myself  using  the  same  old  two  or  three 
sets  of  triangles.  I  feel  \  quite  certain  from  our 
experience  in  salmon  and  trout  fly  fishing  that  if 
we  used  only  one  hook  we  should  capture  more 
fish,  and  kill  less  fish,  because  we  could  let  them 
go  uninjured  when  they  ought  to  be  returned  to 
the  water.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  there  is  a 
movement  in  the  United  States  against  the  use  of 


unfair  tackle,  and  in  some  States  they  have  laws 
prohibiting  the  use  of  more  than  two  hooks  on  any 
tackle.  If  we  do  not  look  out  we  shall  find  that 
the  Americans  will  become  our  teachers  in  what  is 
best  in  the  interests  of  true  sport.  The  following 
article  by  the  editor  of  the  American  Field  is  well 
worth  the  attention  of  our  anglers. 

R.  B.  Marston. 

"From  time  to  time  the  American  Field  has 
found  it  desirable  to  comment  strongly  upon  the 
use  of  surething  devices,  such  as  the  eagle- claw  and 
other  contrivances  operated  by  springs,  spinning 
lures  beset  with  many  hooks,  etc.  All  progressive 
anglers  are  in  favour  of  methods  of  fishing  that  will 
afford  to  the  game  fish  a  fighting  chance,  at  least, 
for  life  and  liberty.  These  men  use  light  tackle  and 
eschew  many-hooked  devices.  The  most  expert  lly- 
casters  wield  light-weight  rods,  some  of  which  weigh 
only  3.J0Z.  to  3|oz.,  and  cast  but  a  single  fly  at  the 
end  of  a  gossamer  leader.  Many  skilful  bait-casters, 
when  fishing,  cast  a  lure  in  the  shape  of  a  tiny  spoon 
carrying  but  one  hook,  to  which  is  attached  the 
buck-tail,  or  a  short,  narrow  strip  of  pork  rind  or  of 
red  flannel.  All  these  anglers  are  imbued  with  the 
belief  that  the  highest  type  of  angling  sport  is 
attained  only  through  adherence  to  the  most  sports- 
manlike tackle  and  methods.  The  cardinal  principle 
of  their  creed  is  expertness  in  the  handling  of  light 
tackle  and  the  single  hook,  as  arrayed  against  the 
gaminess  and  wariness  of  their  finny  antagonists. 

"  Some  men  who  go  a-fishin'  may  find  pleasure 
in  the  use  of  a  heavy,  long  '  pole ' — not  a  rod — 
having  dependent  from  the  end  a  chalk-line  to 
which  is  attached  a  large,  strong  hook,  and  in 
'  derricking "  out  the  helpless  fish  which  are  enticed 
by  hunger  to  engulf  the  bait  proffered.  Others 
wield  lighter  rods  and  lines,  but  do  not  reject  the 
unsportsmanly  devices  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made.  These  latter  probably  would  feel  aggrieved 
were  they  designated  as  fishermen— not  anglers — 
but  it  must  be  said  that  neither  the  man  who  is 
devoted  to  the  use  of  a  derrick  apparatus  for 
catching  fish  nor  the  man  who  adheres  to  sure- 
thing  methods  has  attained  the  honourable  degree 
of  past- master  in  the  ancient  order  of  '  Free  and 
Accepted  Anglers.' 

"  The  '  determined '  and  true  angler  believes  that 
any  sport  worth,  having  is  to  be  attained  by  working 
for  it,  that  the  zest  of  enjoyment  in  angling  is 
found  in  the  exercise  of  muscles  guided  by  wit 
and  experience,  and  that  no  game  fish  should  be 
captured  by  methods  that  minimise  its  chances 
for  escape. 

"These  remarks  lead  up  to  a  report  that  some 
so-called  genius  has  perpetrated  a  spring  attach- 
ment for  the  rod  and  line  that  hooks  the  fish  by 
releasing  the  spring  whenever  the  bait  is  taken,  and 
thus  spares  the  fisherman  the  labour  of  hooking  his 
fish.    The  item  says :  — 

"  •  The  inventor  of  this  device  claims  that  it  will 
automatically  effect  the  setting  of  the  hook  in  the 
fish's  mouth  if  the  bait  on  the  hook  is  disturbed,  or 
it  will  snag  a  fish  should  it  take  the  bait  when 
placed  above  the  hook.  The  arrangement  is  com- 
paratively simple,  consisting  of  an  ordinary  pole 
equipped  at  the  extremity  with  a  flat  spring,  one 
end  of  which  is  securely  fastened  to  the  pole  at 
some  distance  from  the  end.  The  free  end  carries 
the  fishing  line  and  means  for  engaging  a  trigger, 
that  is  designed  to  be  sprung  by  any  movement  of 
the  line.  In  order  to  make  the  sport  still  more 
mechanical  an  audible  signal  of  some  kind  is  pro- 
vided, that  announces  to  the  fisherman  that  the 
line  has  been  sprung  should  he  not  be  watching 
closely  at  the  moment.' 

"  '  Ye  gods  and  little  fishes ! '  The  writer  of  this 
item  says  'it  is  doubtful  whether  the  true  fisher- 
man will  include  the  automatic  fishing  pole  among 
his  paraphernalia  ;  but,  nevertheless,  there  is  still  a 
large  part  of  the  amateur  fishing  contingent  that  is 
not  beneath  accepting  further  mechanical  aid  to 
enliven  the  sport.' 

"  Let  it  be  hoped '  the  large  part  of  the  amateur 
fishing  contingent'  willing  to  prostitute  the  sport 
by  the  use  of  such  an  appliance  may  not  materialise. 
Izaak  Walton,  whose  name  is  venerated,  was  an 
adept  in  all  angling  methods  of  his  times,  and,  no 
doubt,  if  now  alive,  would  stand  for  the  highest 
type  of  the  sportj  In  this  age  all  anglers  should 
lead  the  progressive  life  in  their  favourite  recreation. 
If  any  man  can  find  pleasure  in  using  a  spring  to 
automatically  set  the  hook  in  the  jaw  of  a  fish  he 
possesses  a  remarkably  inadequate  conception  of 
angling  sport.". 


WITH  WOEM  AND  MINNOW. 


A  WHITSUNTIDE  EXPERIENCE. 


"  Water  dead  low,  and  very  little  doing,"  was 
the  encouraging  information  that  I  received  from 
Sturdy,  the  river  watcher  at  Tanfield,  a  few  days 
before  the  advent  of  the  annual  summer  carnival, 
and  as  we  had  not  seen  a  drop  of  rain  for  over 
three  weeks  in  smoky  Leeds  I  was  quite  able  to 
realise  the  position  of  affairs.  There  are  no  trains 
to  Tanfield  on  Sunday,  and  as  I  could  not  get  away 
on  the  Saturday  night  there  was  only  one  thing  for 
it — namely,  to  proceed  to  Melmerby  Junction  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  and  then  drive  four  miles  to 
the  dear  old  familiar  village.  "  Syd  "  Baines,  a 
non-angling  friend,  accompanied  me  from  Leeds, 
and  at  Melmerby  there  was  Nicholas  Green,  who 
was  going  to  fish  with  me  on  the  morrow. 

As  we  crossed  the  Yore  at  Ripon  I  saw  that 
there  was  no  mistake  about  it  being  low,  in  fact 
lower  than  I  had  seen  it  for  a  long  time,  but  a 
business  man  has  to  take  things  as  they  are  when 
he  has  planned  an  angling  trip,  for  he  is  not  like 
his  more  favoured  brother  of  leisure  who  can  pick 
his  own  time  and  opportunities. 

It  was  a  glorious  drive  through  the  sweet,  fresh 
evening  air,  scented  with  the  perfume  of  hawthorn 
and  honeysuckle,  the  hedgerovi's,  although  a  trifle 
dusty,  were  in  places  covered  with  the  delicate  pink 
blossoms  of  the  wild  rose,  and  the  little  plantations, 
by  the  side  of  which  we  passed,  resounded  with  the 
twitterings  of  the  feathered  songsters,  the  distant  call 
of  the  cuckoo,  and  the  cooing  of  ringdoves  added 
to  calm  peacefulness  of  the  Sabbath  evening. 

"There  are  G.  H.  and  F.  staying  at  the  Bruce," 
quoth  Nicholas,  when  we  had  got  comfortably 
settled  down  into  the  trap,  "and  dinner  is 
ordered  for  seven,"  he  continued;  this  was  tidings 
of  comfort  and  joy  to  me,  for  I  was  as  hungry  as  a 
hunter,  and  my  companion  from  Leeds  likewise 
expressed  his  satisfaction. 

The  first  glimpse  that  we  obtain  of  the  river  is  a 
very  picturesque  one,  just  below  Tanfield  Mill, 
rendered  historical  as  being  the  residence  for  many 
years  of  Jno.  Jackson,  author  of  the  "Practical 
Fly  Fisher."  "Syd  "  had  never  been  in  the  district 
before,  and  he  was  loud  in  his  exclamations  of 
delight  at  the  beauty  of  the  scene ;  shortly  after  that 
we  enter  the  one  street  of  the  village  and  pull  up  at 
the  Bruce  Arms,  with  the  landlady,  Mrs.  Gatenby, 
to  greet  us.  "  Dinner  is  just  about  ready,"  she 
remarked,  "but  Tom  (her  burly  husband),  Mr.  H. 
and  Mr.  F.  have  gone  for  a  drive ;  will  you  wait 
for  them,  sir,  or  not  ? "  Now  I  have  known  G.  H. 
personally  for  fully  thirty  years,  and  am  fairly  well 
acquainted  with  his  playful  little  ways,  therefore  I 
promptly  replied  in  the  negative,  and  before  very 
long  we  were  confronted  with  a  lovely  joint  of  beef, 
done  to  a  turn,  a  cold  shoulder  of  lamb  and  et  ceteras. 
We  had  only  just  fairly  got  to  work  when,  lo  and 
behold !  the  truants  arrived,  and  G.  H.  and  I  had  a 
passage  at  arms  for  commencing  dinner  without 
them.  However,  they  were  soon  ensconced  at  the 
table,  and  after  mutual  introductions  we  made  a 
very  merry  party  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening. 
"  Did  you  do  much  yesterday,  George  ?  "  I  queried, 
when  we  had  lighted  our  post-prandial  pipes. 
"  About  sixteen  with  the  minnow,  but  I  ran  scores 
without  touching  them,"  was  the  reply.  H.  is  a 
first-rate  all-round  man,  and  I  knew  that  if  he 
could  not  get  them  nobody  else  could.  F.  is  a 
dry-fly  enthusiast;  he  had  killed  half-a-dozen  on  a 
Pale  Olive  Quill  after  the  sun  had  gone  down,  and 
a  lot  of  dace,  but  he  said  that  during  the  daytime 
it  was  hopeless. 

It  was  exactly  3.30  a.m.  when  I  emerged  from 
bed  and  looked  out  of  the  window.  A  lovely 
morning,  and  no  wind  judging  from  the  branches 
of  the  trees,  just  the  morning  for  fishing  upstream 
worm,  which  was  the  lure  that  I  intended  to  try. 
First  of  all,  with  some  difficulty,  I  roused  "Syd," 
who  sat  up  in  bed  and  asked  what  was  the  matter ; 
then  I  went  on  tiptoe  to  Green's  room,  and  soon 
had  him  out  of  bed.  Half  an  hour  later  we  were 
standing  on  the  old  grey  bridge,  but  with  a  sad 
expression  on  our  faces.  When  we  reached  our 
destination  on  the  previous  evening  I  had  quite 
forgotten  to  remove  the  bag  of  worms  from  my 
wooden  creel,  the  result  was  they  had  gone  bad, 
and  we  were  left  lamenting  at  4  o'clock  in  the 
mornine,  with  no  hope  of  obtaining  any  more  until 
breakfast  time.  To  say  that  I  was  wild  hardly 
expresses  the  situation ;    I  could  have  kicked 
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myself.  But  there  was  no  help  for  it,  and  we 
divided  the  good  ones  left  between  us.  I  com- 
menced in  the  stream  below  the  bridge,  and  during 
the  first  hour  only  succeeded  in  killing  one  and 
losing  three  other  trout.  Had  I  only  had  the 
choice  scoured  worms  that  I  had  brought  from 
Leeds,  a  dozen  fish  would  have  been  nearer  the 
mark.  When  we  met  at  breakfast  time,  Nicholas 
brought  in  eight  nice  fish,  having  turned  over 
large  stones  by  the  riverside  and  so  obtained  some 
decent  worms.    I  never  thought  of  that. 

After  breakfast  we  were  reinforced  by  another 
friend  from  Leeds,  who  had  come  for  a  few  days, 
and  he,  with  his  characteristic  good  nature,  pro- 
vided me  with  some  decent  worm?.  Green  and  I 
went  down-stream,  F.  aud  G.  H.  up-stream  towards 
Mickley,  while  the  new-comer  and  a  friend  of  his 
anchored  themselves  down  in  a  shady  wood  to 
have  a  day's  bottom  fishing. 

It  was  hot,  and  no  mistake.  The  sun  simply 
blazed  out  of  a  cloudless  sky,  and  the  perspiration 
dripped  ofiE  me.  I  sent  G.  down  to  the  bottom  end 
of  the  water,  and  I  commenced  about  half-way 
below  the  wooden  bridge.  But  it  was  no  use. 
Even  if  you  crept  along  in  the  water  you  could 
discern  the  fish  making  waves  in  the  shallows  long 
before  you  could  get  within  casting  distance,  so 
after  about  an  hour's  fruitless  labour  I  came  ashore 
and  retired  under  the  welcome  shade  of  a  small 
plantation. 

"  Syd  "  had  meantime  been  busy.  He  had  found 
an  iron  spike  about  a  foot  long,  and  by  dint  of 
great  labour  through  its  agency  he  had  collected  a 
nice  lot  of  worms  for  me,  so  there  was  no  more  fear 
of  a  famine  in  that  direction.  At  this  time  of  the 
year  undoubtedly  June  and  July  are  the  two  best 
months  for  the  up-stream  worm  fisher.  The  best 
part  of  the  day  is  from,  say,  4  a.m.  until  breakfast 
time,  and  then  again  in  the  evening  from  7  o'clock 
until  10.  I  do  not  say  but  that  you  may  pick  up 
perhaps  a  dozen  fish  during  the  middle  of  the  day, 
but  it  is  really  a  toil  of  a  pleasure.  There  are  odd 
occasions  when  the  fish  keep  up  the  game  all 
through  the  day,  and  I  well  recollect  one  memor- 
able day  on  the  Wharfe  at  Burnsall  when  I  started 
at  4  a.m.,  and  had  eighteen  before  breakfast.  After 
that  I  commenced  again,  and  finished  up  at  4  p.m. 
with  fifty  beautiful  trout,  weighing  21^16.  I  could 
have  easily  killed  another  twenty,  but  I  had  told 
the  keeper  that  I  would  give  up  when  I  had  caught 
fifty  and  I  did.  although  I  had  another  two  miles 
of  good  water  before  me  and  the  fish  still  on  the 
feed.    Such  days,  however,  are  very  rare. 

As  I  found  that  it  meant  about  a  fish  an  hour  I 
determined  to  husband  my  strength  for  the  evening 
fishing,  so  "Syd  "  and  I  strolled  leisurely  up  to  the 
Bruce,  and  after  a  modest  refresher  of  Bass  we 
settled  down  to  rest  ourselves  until  dinner-time. 
The  bottom  fitshera  from  the  wood  had  been  up  for 
refreshment,  and  so  had  F.,  but  their  success  had 
not  been  phenomenal,  judging  from  all  accounts. 
At  last  they  all  came  trooping  in.  Green  and  G.  H. 
having  done  the  best  with  the  minnow  ;  F.  had 
only  succeeded  in  luring  a  brace  to  their  fate  with 
the  dry-fly,  and  the  bottom  fishers  had  a  mixed 
collection  of  eels  and  trout. 

After  dinner  the  friend  of  "the  new-comer" 
returned  to  Leeds,  and  Green  and  I  to  the  river. 

The  wind,  which  had  been  rather  troublesome  all 
day.  was  now  lulled  to  rest,  and  it  was  far  easier  to 
cast  the  worm  than  before,  but  the  fish  did  not 
tackle  to  as  I  have  seen  them,  and  when  I  wound 
up  for  the  day  I  only  had  five  brace  to  show  for  my 
long  day's  work. 

There  were  innumerable  flies  on  the  water  during 
the  day,  but  it  was  hopeless  to  expect  the  fish  to 
take  artificial,  either  dry  or  wet,  in  such  a  low  con- 
dition of  the  water.  F.  worked  like  a  -galley  slave, 
but  all  his  energy  and  .skill  were  simply  thrown 
away,  in  fact,  I  do  not  think  that  even  the  great 
Halford  could  have  made  any  impression  on  them. 

Most  of  the  naturals  were  of  the  midge  persuasion, 
there  being  myriads  of  the  angler's  "curse,"  and 
the  Green  Aphis,  likewise  a  few — very  few — Green 
Drakes,  some  Yellow  Sallies  and  Yellow  Duns;  and 
in  the  evening  the  surface  of  the  water  was  covered 
with  hordes  of  Red  Spinners  dancing  up  and  down 
in  the  air.  Halcyon. 
(To  be  continued.) 


Philip  II.  of  Spain,  the  Consort  of  our  Queen 
Mary,  gave  a  whimsical  reason  for  not  eating  fish. 

"They  are,"  Haid  he,  ''nothinj?  lint  '  W-mcrit  con- 
gealed, or  a  jelly  of  water." 


DEATH  OF  A  WELL-KNOWN 
AMEEICAN  ANGLER. 


I  REGRET  to  see  from  Forest  and  Stream,  of  New 
York,  that  a  well-known  American  angler  and 
angling  writer  is  dead.  I  had  some  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Harris  when  he  was  editor  of  the  Ameri- 
can Angler  in  the  eighties. — Ed.  F.  G. 

Forest  and  Stream  says:  "William  C.  Harris, 
widely  known  as  a  writer  on  fish  and  fishing, 
died  in  this  city  on  June  11,  aged  seventy-five 
years.  Mr.  Harris  was  a  native  of  Baltimore. 
He  served  in  the  Civil  War,  was  made  prisoner 
at  Ball's  Bluff,  and  spent  several  months  in  Libby 
Prison.  In  1875  Mr.  Harris  was  connected  with 
the  Forest  and  Stream,  and  afterward  started  a 
Philadelphia  paper  called  Afielil  and  Afloat.  After 
a  few  years  this  was  merged  into  a  monthly  called 
Nature's  Realm.  Afterwards  he  published  the 
A  merican  Angler.  The  most  ambitious  undertaking 
of  Mr.  Harris  was  the  publication  '  Fishes  of  North 
America,'  in  which  he  planned  to  do  for  the  fishes 
what  Audubon  had  done  for  the  birds.  To  secure 
the  correct  colouring  of  the  species  described  he 
enlisted  the  services  of  an  artist  to  accompany  him, 
to  paint  the  fish  in  its  natural  colours  as  it  was 
taken  from  the  water.  The  project  was  never 
completed.". 


A  GEEAT  LAKE  IN  KAMBOJA. 


In  an  article  in  the  Asiatic  Quarterly,  entitled, 
"A  Trip  to  the  Ancient  Ruins  of  Kamboja,"  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  G  E.  Gerini,  there  is  an 
interesting  account  of  a  great  lake  called  the  Thale 
Sab.    I  give  an  extract  from  it. — R.  B.  M. 

"  Progress  was  continued  until  midnight,  when 
the  men  steered  straight  into  the  inundated  jungle 
of  the  margin  for  a  rest.  Sheltered  in  that,  under 
a  canopy  of  shrubs  and  parasitical  undergrowth, 
we  quietly  passed  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

"Next  morning,  Friday,  Jan.  2,  1903,  at  day- 
break, we  resumed  our  coasting  journey,  and  soon 
left  behind  the  mouth  of  the  Kampong  Cham 
River,  which  forms  the  actual  boundary  of  the 
Siamese  and  French  possessions,  separating  on  the 
one  side  the  district  of  Siem-rab  from  that  of 
P'hi-hraing  or  C'lil-hreng  on  the  other.  I  noticed 
a  number  of  small  craft  anchored  and  moored  a 
short  distance  up  its  entrance. 

"  The  lake  continued  to  keep  motionless,  which 
was,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  a  good  sign.  It 
had  been  so  naughty  a*  few  days  before  !  Never- 
theless, I  noticed  that  my  boatmen  sedulouslj'  kept 
clo.'e  to  its  margin,  and  took  advantage  of  every 
byway  and  practicable  channels  offered  by  the  islets 
of  soft  mud  and  submerged  jungle  that  here  and  there 
line  the  edge  of  the  lake.  These  form  their  cherished 
shelters  in  case  of  storm,  and  when  none  is  found 
ready  at  hand  the  primeval  jungle  of  the  lake-shore 
is  resorted  to.  The  boat  is  rowed  and  poled  as  far 
as  it  can  go  into  its  recesses,  and  there,  if  necessary, 
the  boatmen  jump  into  the  shallow  water  and  hold 
the  craft  steady  for  hours  and  hours  until  the  fury 
of  the  waves  abates  and  it  becomes  possible  to 
resume  the  journey.  In  this  respect  the  Thale  Sab 
offers  far  greater  advantages  than  other  lakes 
which  are  equally  rough  through  the  impetuous 
sweep  of  the  wind.  It  is  a  quite  different  story — 
when  it  blows  hard — with  certain  self-conceited 
miniature  freshwater  seas  of  my  acquaintance, 
such  as  old  Larius  (the  Lake  of  Como),  for  instance, 
where  even  decked  passenger  steamers  often  have  a 
pretty  lively  time  of  it.  So  that,  for  anyone  whose 
web  of  life  has  been  interwoven  with  thread — to 
put  it  Othello-like, 

of  most  disastrous  chance.^, 
Of  moving  accidents  by  flood  and  field. 
Of  hair-breadth  'scapes  i'  th'  imminent  deadly 
breach, 

— this  jungle-skedaddling  trick  had  recourse  to  at 
the  approach  of  storms  by  Thale  Silb  navigators 
proves  a  source  of  infinite  amusement.  The 
wrathful  behaviour  so  much  dreaded  by  native 
boatmen  is  usually  assumed  by  the  Thale  Sab  at 
the  time  of  its  greatest  height,  which  occurs  during 
the  rainy  and  high-water  seasons,  occurring  between 
June  and  December,  when  the  lake  increases  to 
over  douWe  its  size  and  six  times  its  depth.  For 
TliiiU'  Sfih  is  a  very  elastic  geographical  expression, 
a  variable  quantity,  according  to  season.  When 
one  says  '  Thale  Sab '  in  summer  and  autumn,  it 


means  a  sheet  of  water  140  miles  in  length  by  fifty 
in  average  breadth,  whose  ill-defined  limits  are  the 
tree-tops  of  the  surrounding  plains ;  whereas  the 
same  term  used  in  winter  and  spring  would  imply 
a  vast  sheet  of  dirty  water  seventy  miles  long  by 
twenty  broad  at  its  widest  point,  fringed  all  round 
by  largo  swampy  tracts  covered  with  low  jungle, 
and  quite  unfit  for  human  habitation.  The  reasons 
for  these  periodical  changes  have  already  been 
pointed  out  as  originating  in  the  variations  in  height 
of  the  Mii-Khong's  flow,  the  principal  feeder  of  this 
reservoir.  As  regards  its  shape,  the  Thale  Sab  may 
be  compared  to  an  immense  violin  lying  in  a  north- 
west— south-east  direction,  with  the  handle  pointing 
to  the  latter. 

"  That  interminable  stretch  of  turbid,  brownish 
waters,  undrinkable  except  by  the  wretched  natives, 
who  cannot  help  it ;  that  dull,  polished  surface 
shining  under  the  rays  of  the  sun  like  a  huge 
cauldron  of  molten  pitch  or  lead,  and  reflecting 
them  with  a  dazzling  glare  that  was  a  torture  to 
all  but  underworldly  eyes,  aptly  rSminded  one  of 
Dante's  Stygian  Lake  of  'inky  hue,'  combined 
with  Milton's  'fierce  Phlegeton,  whose  waves  of 
torrent  fire  inflame  with  rage.' 

"  But  what  above  all  struck  one  unpleasantly  was 
the  desolate,  dreary,  and  silent  aspect  it  presented, 
in  so  far,  at  any  rate,  as  human  beings  were  con- 
cerned. Human  habitations  are,  of  course,  confined 
to  the  inner  reaches  of  the  creeks  and  watercourses 
disemboguing  into  it,  and  to  the  cultivated  tracts 
which  all  lie  far  back  beyond  the  periodically 
flooded  zone.  But  apart  from  this  not  a  sign  of  the 
animal  implume  bipes,  whether  afloat  or  ashore, 
or  even  momentarily  passing  to  and  fro.  The 
whole  day  long  not  a  single  craft  did  I  see  except 
those  anchored  within  the  mouths  of  the  Kampong 
Cham  and  C  hi-kreng  rivers. 

"  There  is,  nevertheless,  one  season  during  which 
the  solitary  lake  assumes  an  intensely  animated 
aspect,  and  that  is  between  February  and  June, 
when  its  low  waters,  barely  five  or  six  feet  deep, 
permit  of  the  grandest  fishing  that  is  perhaps 
obtainable  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Here  the 
industry  is  indulged  in  by  natives  and  foreigners 
from  all  the  neighbouring  nations,  whether  Khmer, 
Chinese,  Malays,  or  Annamese.  the  last,  however, 
predominating.  Thousands  of  small  craft  then 
plough  the  waters,  so  to  speak,  for  these  are  then 
but  little  more  than  a  liquid  slime,  loaded  with 
fishing  tackle  and  active  crews ;  hundreds  of  tem- 
porary fish-curing  establishments  are  constructed 
of  bamboo  canes  and  wicker-work,  as  if  by  magic, 
close  to  its  muddy  margins,  and  at  times  not  far 
from  its  very  centre,  crowded  with  people  of  both 
sexes  and  of  every  age,  and  forming  true  lacustrine 
villages,  doubtless  not  far  different  from  the  type 
(remains  of  which  still  exist  in  that  neighbourhood) 
of  a  remote  neolithic  age.  Then  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  the  fish  begins.  The  numbers  of 
these  creatures  that  become  entrapped  within  the 
immense  reservoir  at  the  fall  of  its  waters — for 
there  is  no  possible  escape  for  them,  the  lower  and 
sole  outlet  of  the  lake  being  then  only  a  stretch 
of  mud — are  simply  enormous.  And  despite  the 
Kilkenny-cat-like  fighting  that  takes  place  among 
them,  so  large  is  the  survival  of  the  fittest  that, 
after  deductions  made  of  what  is  set  apart  for  local 
consumption,  over  8000  tons  of  the  salted  and  dry 
product  are  annually  exported.  The  lake  is  thus 
a  great  feeding  and  natural  aquarium  for  the 
populations  all  round. 

"  But  it  is  yet  more,  especially  to  its  frequenters, 
as  I  soon  discovered  to  my  astonishment ;  it  is  an 
inexhaustible  source  of  firewood  supply.  When- 
ever my  men  wanted  to  cook  their  meal  and  had 
run  short  of  fuel,  they  simply  steered  for  the 
primeval  jungle  fringing  its  borders,  and  there, 
breaking  a  few  of  the  numerous  dry  branches  lying 
within  reach,  they  soon  got  what  they  wanted, 
not  only  for  the  time  being,  but  for  a  whole  day 
or  more,  ad  libit uni.  By  the  way,  whi'e  upon  the 
subject  of  my  boatmen,  I  was  getting  on  admirably 
well  with  them.  Accustomed  to  the  oar,  as  all 
riverine  populations  of  Indo-China  are,  thej'  scarcely 
left  their  fatiguing  work  except  during  the  exceed- 
ingly short  intervals  devoted  to  their  meals,  to  roll 
up  and  light  a  native  cigarette,  or  to  take  a  little 
refreshing  sleep  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  Although 
unable  to  talk  aught  else  but  Khmer,  their  conver- 
sation, which  was  both  interesting  and  varied,  was 
pretty  well  intelligible  to  me.  For  the  few  days' 
recent  residence  in  Kamboja  had  furbished  up  my 
knowledge  of  that  language,  which,  although  only 
SMp.rficia^  had  been  ;:clling  q:iiteru-.fy  durine  the 


26 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  8,  1905 


long  lapse  of  years  in  which  I  was  unable  to  practise 
it.  So  I  succeeded  in  killing  ennui,  and  all  the 
way  was  my  own  licensed  interpreter,  and  for  my 
boy  as  well,  who.  being  a  Tonkinese  fresh  from  the 
banks  of  the  Red  River,  knew  no  other  tongue  but 
his  own,  and  a  slight  smattering  of  the  delicious 
Petit  Negre.  This  poor  fellow  of  Hai,  for  such 
was  his  name,  used  to  get  sea-sick  at  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  a  roll,  and  that  in  the  Thale  Sab,  too, 
but  was  in  every  other  respect  a  model  '  boy,'  so 
far  as  this  term  goes  in  Indo-Ghina.  Towards  the 
evening,  as  well  as  already  in  the  morning,  large 
flocks  of  water-birds  could  be  seen  everywhere, 
attracted  by  the  abundant  food  offered  them  by 
this  well -stocked  reservoir :  grey  herons  and  cranes, 
snow-white  egrets  and  pelicans,  brown  bitterns  and 
brilliant  Jabiru  storks,  with  swarms  of  fish-hawks 
and  other  birds  of  prey  hovering  around — the 
vanguard,  in  fact,  of  the  winged  and  web-footed 
host  that  will  soon  contend  with  man  for  a  share 
of  the  superabundant  harvest  during  the  low-water 
season." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Mejiorts  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Generai,  Remarks. — The  river  has 
been  much  too  coloured  during  the  week,  the  effect 
of  the  Loddon  water  still  being  evident.  Matters 
in  this  respect  will,  however,  gradually  improve, 
and  we  shall  then  hear  of  better  sport.  At  Shep- 
perton,  Mr.  T.  Woodhouse  has  taken  a  golden  carp 
of  31b.  and  roach  up  to  1  lb.  each.  Mr.  Car- 
rington.  fi&hing  in  the  Penn  Ponds  at  Rich- 
mond, caught  a  carp  of  111b.  15oz.,  which  he  has 
weighed  in  at  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society. 
To-day  (Saturday)  a  three-day  chub  competition 
will  commence  in  connection  with  the  society. 
Harry  Mottram,  of  Cambridge  Cottage,  Harmonds- 
wcrth,  was  summoned  at  the  Spelthorne  Sessions  on 
July  3  for  unlawfully  interfering  with  the  sluices 
at  Sunbury  Weir  without  the  con?ent  of  the  lock- 
keeper,  on  May  28. — Defendant  did  not  appear. — 
Mr.  Glenshaw  stated  that  defendant  held  a  permit 
to  fish  at  the  weir,  and  it  was  stated  on  the  permit 
that  interference  with  the  sluices  was  disallowed. 
It  appeared  that  on  the  day  in  question  defen- 
dant was  fishing,  and,  not  satisfied  with  the 
flow  of  water,  slightly  raised  two  sluices.  The 
result  was  that  other  anglers,  including  Sidney 
Gibbons,  of  Ceres-road,  Kingston,  who  also  holds  a 
permit,  were  much  inconvenienced.  The  flow  of 
water  was  reduced  some  four  inches,  and  Lock- 
keeper  Wilson  was  put  to  considerable  tiouble  in 
putting  matters  right. — Defendant  had  written  an 
apology,  and  had  added  that  if  he  attended  the 
court  it  would  spoil  his  week-end. — He  was  fined 
408.  W.  Godfrey,  of  Walton-on-Thames,  was  sum- 
moned at  the  same  sessions  at  the  instance  of  the 
Th  ames  Conservancy  for  unlawfully  sweeping  grass 
into  the  Thames  at  Sunbury,  on  June  3.  Defendant 
was  sweeping  grass  with  a  birch  broom  off  Wheat- 
ley's  Ait  into  the  river.  He  was  fined  10s. 
At  the  Thames  Conservancy  meeting  on  Monday 
the  lower  river  committee  reported  they  had,  in 
accordance  with  th©  reference  from  the  board  of 
June  26,  further  considered  the  subject  of  the 
withdrawal  of  a  deputation  to  act  as  water-bailiff 
granted  to  a  Shepperton  gentleman,  by  reason  of  a 
report  received  from  the  chief-inspector  to  the  effect 
that  he  was  concerned  in  fishing  by  the  method 
known  as  trailing  at  Laleham  on  May  15.  They 
have  heard  the  gentleman  in  question  and  the 
deputy-inspector  who  witnessed  the  occurrence,  and 
whilst  they  are  not  satisfied  that  the  cass  was 
actually  one  of  trailing,  they  are  convinced  that 
the  bailiff  concerned  had  intentionally  failed  to 
comply  with  the  deputy-inspector's  request  that 
he  would  come  to  the  river  bank  whpn  the  tackle  in 
use  could  have  been  examined.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  whilst  the  deputy-inspector 
acted  properly  in  reporting  the  matter,  the  deputa- 
tion in  the  circumstances  might  be  restored,  but 
the  bailiff  should  be  cautioned  that  it  will  be 
cancelled  in  th©  event  of  any  further  complaint. 
This  was  agreed  to. — F.  H.  Amphleit. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  Prospects  good. 
Wednesday  night,  mining.  The  river  is  in  good 
condition,  and  a  little  colour.  Fish  are  coming  on 
feed  better  than  during  the  past  week.  They  are 
much  cleaner.  On  Sunday  last  J.  Holloway  and 
A.  Luff  got  a  21b.  carp  and  several  bream — the 
largest,  2^1b.  H.  Harper  has  been  getting  some 
bream  and  roach;  C.  Crown  in  one  day  five  eels, 
one  barbel,  six  roach,  eighteen  dace  and  one 
perch.  As  Mr.  W.  Dance  was  rowing  from  Rich- 
mond to  Twickenham  on  Monday,  July  4,  a  2Ib. 


barbel  jumped  into  his  boat.  Fish  are  abundant 
here  and  are  to  be  seen  priming  in  the  deeps  and 
reaches.  I  have  been  out  several  days,  but  have 
taken  nothing  worthy  of  mention.  The  river 
keeper  is  very  busy  in  this  district. — Tom  Auger. 

Bottisham  Looka  (Waterbeaoh).  —  On  this 
stretch  of  free  water,  for  four  miles,  during  the 
week,  a  'great  many  anglers  have  been  out,  some 
after  mixed  bags  of  fish,  whilst  others  have  been 
giving  their  time  to  the  silver  bream,  with  the 
brandling  worm  for  bait,  but  boiled  white  wheat  for 
the  roach  at  th©  present  is  th©  best.  Good  takes 
have  been  weighed  in  from  mixed  bags,  61b.  to  141b. 
arod.  Largest  bream  llb.6oz.,  lib.  lOoz.,  lib.  12oz., 
21b.  5oz.  Morning  and  evening  fish  have  b©en  best 
on  the  feed.  Water  in  good  condition. — John  O. 
GufJBeiE,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  Fishing  has 
been  very  much  below  the  average  for  this  time  of 
the  year  and  creels  have  been  small.  The  stream 
continues  to  be  very  low  and  fin©,  anrl  catches  that 
have  been  made  were  most  successful  between  the 
lights,  which  really  seems  the  only  time  when  fish 
take.  Peal  have  begun  to  run  w©!!  and  8©veral 
have  been  landed  with  the  fly  at  dusk  by  Messrs. 
A.  Champernowne,  Searle  (Staverton),  ToUit,  E. 
Distin  and  Revc^ll. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  rivers  are 
again  low,  and  a  good  deal  of  rain  would  do  good 
and  no  doubt  have  the  desired  effect.  A  301b. 
salmon  was  recently  landed  by  fishermen  in  th© 
Taw.  It  was  a  grand  fish  and  measured  3ft.  Gin. 
The  Ex©  has  not  produced  good  sport  this  we©k, 
and  the  shallow  portions  of  the  river  are  almost  dry 
owing  to  lack  of  rain.  Evening  fishing  has  been 
the  most  successful,  although  baskets  have  been 
small.    The  Carey,  too,  is  low. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Sport  after  th©  several 
heavy  showers  of  last  week  proved  good.  W©, 
however,  now  want  more  rain,  which  a  heavy  cloud  ■ 
laden  sky  is  promising.  The  Golden  Dun  and  Black 
Gnat  have  proved  th©  most  useful  flies  of  late. — 
Foster  Bros. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Sport  practically  continues  at 
a  standstill  upon  this  river,  for,  despite  anticipa- 
tions that  a  period  of  rainy  weather  was  in  store, 
th©  wat©r  runs  very  low,  as  th©  result  of  the  entire 
absence  of  spates  during  the  past  few  days.  Only 
an  isolated  angler  or  two  have  tried  the  lower 
waters,  but  these  have  experienced  advers©  results. 
The  sea  fishermen  are,  liowever,  having  remuner- 
ative times  just  now,  salmon  and  sea-trout  being 
apparently  plentiful  in  close  adjacency  to  the 
piers,  where  they  are,  no  doubt,  awaiting  a  favour- 
able opportunity  of  taking  to  the  rivor.  S©a 
angl©rs,  as  the  result  of  finer  weather,  are  success- 
fully plying  th©  bottom  line  in  the  ofiing,  where 
during  the  past  week  some  nice  baskets  have  been 
secured,  whilst  from  the  piers  the  records  exhibit  a 
substantial  improvement. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  low  state  of  the 
main  river  and  its  tributaries  is  proving  very 
disastrous  to  fishing  generally,  and  a  number  of 
fine  salmon  have  been  found  dead  in  th©  river, 
being  unable  to  return  to  th©  s©a.  In  the  late 
evenings  some  trout  have  been  caught  by  the  more 
persevering  anglers  with  Coachman,  Red  Spinner, 
Blue  Upright,  and  dapping  with  natural  flies. 
Some  eels  and  a  few  roach  and  perch  have  been 
taken,  and  th©  same  applies  to  our  noted  Exeter 
Canal,  which  in  all  kinds  of  weather  never  lowers, 
but  is  kept  by  the  locks  at  a  normal  depth,  varying 
from  6ft.  to  18ft.  The  bass  fishing  at  Exmouth 
has  been  good  lately,  but  the  largest  fish  are 
caught  at  night.  Mr.  Pollard,  in  boat,  rod  fishing, 
caught  twenty- three  in  one  night  (best  fish,  4ilb.) ; 
Mr.  R  Mostyn,  two  bass,  61b.  and  4^1b.,  and  some 
good  eels  up  to  31b.  Mackerel  have  been  caught 
in  large  numbers  at  Torbay,  but  the  mullet  and 
smelt,  though  plentiful  outside  and  inside  th© 
docks,  ar©  not  on  th©  f©ed  yet.  A  Mr.  Titby  had  a 
fine  bass  off  the  pier,  over  101b.,  last  week. — Red 
Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  rains  have  well 
refreshed  the  Lea,  and  a  good  many  roach  have 
been  caught  since  the  season  opened  on  July  1, 
tench,  dace,  and  eels  also  being  landed.  In  the 
Hertford  waters  some  of  the  roach  caught  have 
scaled  a  pound  and  over  each,  and  nice  baskets 
hav©  been  made.  Local  roach  anglers  have  been 
well  rewarded  at  times  in  the  Ware  waters,  and  at 
St.  Margaret's  |lb.  and  Jib.  roach  have  been 
brought  to  bank.  In  the  Broadwater  here  some 
nice  tench  have  been  landed,  one  brace  of  fish 
secured  scaling  6pb.  Roach  have  been  caught  at 
Rye  House  and  Waltham,  and  sport  promises  to  be 
good  all  round  this  week-end.  No  good  bream  ar© 
reported  taken  yet.  Trout  up  to  IJlb.  have  been 
caught  in  the  Beane,  near  Hertford.  Roach  ought 
to  feed  now  in  the  Stort. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing,  and  some  nic©  bags  have  been 
taken  during  the  week.     One  gentleman  took  a 


splendid  lot  of  dace  with  the  fly  on  July  5,  the  fish 
were  rising  splendidly,  and  there  ii  every  prospect 
of  good  sport.  Boats,  baits,  etc.,  can  be  obtained 
from  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph, 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leomtnater). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  in  capital  order  for  angling.  The 
best  flies  to  use  are  the  Coch-y  Bondhu,  Red  Spinner, 
Blue  Dun,  and  Quill  Blue.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  b©©n  out,  and  some  good  fish  taken,  and 
prospects  for  soort  are  improved.  The  Pinsley  is 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleisrh  Salterton). — The  late  evening 
fishing  is  just  now  the  only  profitable  method  of 
getting  certain  sport,  although  occasionally  good 
work  may  be  done  with  midging  fish  in  the  deep, 
shady  pools,  with  the  aid  of  th©  floating  fly.  In 
th©  latter  style,  the  forenoon  from  about !)  a.m.  to  1 
is  perhaps  th©  best  time.  A  few  evenings  ago  a  rod 
on  the  Rolle  water  took  a  nice  catch  in  the  late 
evening — nine  good  trout — the  five  best  weighing 
41b.  Nothing  of  note  has  been  don©  with  peal  as 
yet,  which  is  bad,  for  this  is  the  very  best  part  of 
the  season  for  p©al  on  the  river. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Weed  cutting  is  nearly 
completed,  the  water  has  been  exceedingly  low  but 
is  now  a  nice  height  and  a  better  colour.  Roach 
and  bream  should  feed  well  in  the  early  morning 
and  late  evening.  Rudd  ar©  taking  fairly  well  in 
the  evening.  No  specimen  fish  have,  however, 
come  under  my  notice  as  being  taken,  except  a  nice 
chub  of  31b.  5oz.,  caught  by  C.  A.  Bryant,  jun.  (a 
boy  of  ten  years  of  age).  This  fish  was  taken  with 
the  finest  of  tackle  and  a  No.  12  hook,  and  for  lack 
of  a  landing-net  was  brought  to  the  boat  in  a  bowl. 
Prospects  of  sport  are  better  than  last  week. — 
C.  A.  Bryant. 

Plymouth. — W©  have  had  a  little  rain,  but  not 
enough  to  have  much  effect  on  the  rivers.  Several 
peal  have  been  taken  on  the  Tavy,  and  some 
salmon  on  the  Dart.  And  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  also  been  taken  on  the  Tavy.  During 
this  fine  weather  good  sport  can  bo  had  dapping 
with  the  artificial  Wood  Fly,  Fern  Web,  or  blow 
Fly,  using  a  short  stout  coll  if,  and  working  it 
amongst  the  trees  where  it  is  impossible  to  cast 
a  fly. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Some  very  welcome  and  heavy  rain  again 
fell  in  this  neighbourhood  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
in  last  week,  but  as  the  wind  was  still  in  the  east 
th©  downpour  did  not  have  so  great  an  effect  on  the 
condition  of  these  rivers  as  when  the  storms  are 
from  the  south-west,  but  still  sufficient  rain  fell  to 
considerably  improve  the  condition  of  th©  water, 
the  result  being  a  great  increa-e  in  the  takes  of  fish, 
especially  in  the  smaller  tributaries,  in  which  the 
effect  of  the  rain  was  more  marked.  More  is  still 
much  wanted. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
w©ath©r  of  the  week  has  been  favourable,  and  fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  in  most  waters.  From  the 
Cuckmere  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove  etirly  in  the  week  secured 
11  lb.  2^oz.  of  bream  and  dace  (the  heaviest  bream 
weighed  21b.  7oz.).  Mr.  F.  Holmes  captured  three 
bream  weighing  together  4lb.  lOfoz.  Mr.  C. 
Kempshall  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Bridge  had  fair  takes  of 
roach  and  dace  from  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe  Mills. 
The  canal  at  Chichester,  owing  to  the  disgraceful 
state  of  the  water,  is  almost  untishable  owing  to  the 
weed  accumulation.  The  new  surveyor  early  in  the 
week  inspected  the  water  from  th©  locks  to  the 
basin,  but  horse-power  was  requisitioned  to  pull 
a  flat  -  bottomed  boat  through  the  weeds,  the 
emanations  from  which  are,  on  the  hot  days, 
far  from  pleasant.  I  understand  that  one  man 
has  been  put  on  in  the  lower  reaches  to 
cut  weeds,  so  that  in  time  the  waterway  will  be 
suitable  for  a  stroll  or  a  few  hours'  angling.  During 
th©  week  bream  up  to  l^lb.,  a  few  roach,  small 
perch,  and  a  host  of  small  fry  have  been  captured. 
Eels  up  to  Iflb.  have  been  taken  on  dead  bait. 
From  Chichester  Harbour  bass  of  21b.,  flatfish,  and 
a  few  smelt  are  notified. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  T©me  in  this  part  Is  now 
running  clear,  and  in  splendid  order  for  fishing. 
Grayling  are  feeding  well  at  the  fly.  Bottom 
fishers  have  been  busy  amongst  th©  eels.  Fishing 
in  the  Teme  at  Ludford,  four  nic©  trout,  and  tak©n 
with  th©worm.  Bolow  Steventon  five  grayling  and 
five  trout  were  taken  by  Mr.  Burton  with  fly.  The 
Oakly  Park  water  has  been  fished  this  week,  but 
sport  has  been  very  quiet. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrl^bonrinif 
Rivers. — The  heavy  rains  of  J uly  2  have  improved 
our  streams.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  hav© 
been  killed  on  the  North  Tyne  with  minnow  and 
fly.  The  Corbridg©  water  is  fishing  well,  heavy 
baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  trout  have  been  got 
with  fly  tipped  maggot.  Some  good  catchos  above 
Wylam  Bridge  of  dace  with  fly.  One  angler  told 
me  he  filled  his  basket  full  in  two  hours'  fishing. 
Mr.  Humble,  fishing  the  BIythe,  killed  three  brae© 
of  fin©  trout  with  fly.    There  is  little  news  from  th© 
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Branch :  85,  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Comer  of  Jermsm  St.).  S.W. 


BENETFINK 


'S 


FISHING  REQUISITES. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  BiDged  and  Winch  Fitted        ...    from  2/5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING  ...  5/- 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish    „  8/6 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUNT  RODS    5/6  and  9/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  PII^E  and 

SEA  RODS  21/- 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  QREENHEART 
FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  Snake  Bings,  Universal  Winch 
Fittings,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft  21/- 


ALL  RODS  COMPLETE 
WITH  BAG,  AND 


CARRIAGE  PAID  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


) 


SEA 
RODS. 


Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  with  Pulley 

End  Ring,  8  ft.,  4/-  net. 
Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  Pulley  End 

Ring,  Rubber  Button,  Superior  Finish,  8  ft.,  7/6  net. 
Ash,  3  Joints,  Stained  Butt  and  Joint,  Lancewood  Top, 
Upright  Rings,  Brazed  and  Fitted  for  Winch,  Rubber 
Button,  Pulley  Top,  10  ft.,  8/6. 

TROUT  &  DACE  FLIES,  1/- 

WADING  NETS,  with  Clip,  from  4/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  &  STRONG  CASTS,  3  yds.,  6cl.  &  8d 
••HERCULES"  CASTS,  aU  sizes,  8d.  each. 


PER 
DOZ. 


WRITE 
FOR 


FISHING  CATALOGUE 


POST 
I-'REE. 


) 


c 

BENETFINK  &  CO., 

107  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G.  > 


Please  mention 
"  Gazette.' 


P.  D 


MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  eYery  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitaWe  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Oane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oza.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.       Ne»  PateoC  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Sootland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kin^r^sher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  nevf 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  S.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  ab'Mit  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
l)e  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used.'' 

E.  M  ,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  uaderstand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 
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Coquet  this  week.  The  Weldon  Bridge  water  is 
fishing  well.  Biinkburn  up  to  Roth  bury  is  heavily 
fished  just  now,  and  only  poor  baskets  are  made. 
The  Wansbeck  is  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  one 
good  basket  of  twenty-seven  trout  was  killed  with 
fly.  Two  of  our  clients  paid  a  visit  to  Scotland  for 
loch  fishing.  In  fourteen  days  they  killed  200  trout 
with  fly,  principally  Mallard  and  Claret,  Zulu  and 
Butcher. — Hy.  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — Thanks  to  the  recent  heavy  rains, 
the  river  rose  on  July  1  and  2  about  a  foot  and  a 
half,  much  to  the  delight  of  the  salmon  anglers. 
The  majority  of  the  ticket-holders  were  again  busy 
beginning  of  the  week,  after  a  three  weeks'  re-t, 
and  they  met  with  a  fair  amount  of  sport,  Mr.s. 
Lister  capturing  five  fish  in  two  days.  The  fresh 
must  have  brought  up  a  good  run  of  salmon,  as 
numbers  have  been  seen,  whereas  last  week  the 
bailifl's  only  netted  eleven  salmon  in  two  days. 
The  following  are  the  successes  reported  : — Friday, 
June  30,  Mr.  Sword  one,  11  Jib.,  in  Coedy prior. 
Monday,  July  3,  Mr.  Sword  one,  21Jlb.,  in  the 
Bindings;  Mrs.  Lister  three,  171b.,  lUb.,  and  101b., 
in  the  IPandy,  Daniel's  Bath,  and  in  the  Bindings ; 
Mr.  Mervyn  King,  131b.  and  101b..  in  the  Upper 
Crows  and  the  Llwyncli.  On  July  4,  Mrs.  Lister, 
two,  211b.  and  111b.,  both  in  Parker's  Hole;  Mr. 
Sword,  one,  lO^b.,  in  Coedyprior;  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride, 
one,  81b.,  in  the  Lower  Crows  ;  Mr.  J.  G.  Daniels, 
one,  in  Pencarreg  ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one,  1  lib.  ;  Colonel 
Morris,  two.  Trout  anglers,  too,  had  a  day  with 
the  minnow  on  Monday  when  the  water  was  thick, 
and  one  gentleman  took  six  and  a  half  brace. — T.  R 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  showery 
weather  we  have  had  has  kept  these  rivers  sliglitly 
discoloured  and  in  capital  order  for  the  fly,  and  a 
nice  lot  of  good  fish  liave  been  taken,  the  Wye 
afiiording  three  and  four  brace  per  rod ;  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Derwent  yielding  similar  creels.  The 
Darleydale  club's  water  has  yielded  its  members 
several  brace  each.  Two  gentlemen,  on  Saturday, 
July  1,  fishing  this  water,  one  took  five  brace 
and  the  other  four  and  a  half  brace,  but  the 
fish  run  small.  Mr.  W.  Dale,  fishing  the  Mat- 
lock and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water, 
on  several  occasions  has  secured  two  and  three 
brace  of  an  evening ;  also  Messrs.  D.  P.  Pearson 
and  W.  Kirkland  have  had  catches  of  a  brace  or 
two.  A  nice  few  fish  have  been  taken  below 
Cromford,  and  there  is  a  good  stock  of  grayling  in 
'  this  part  of  the  Derwent.  I  would  advise  anglers 
to  dib  with  a  bluebottle  fly  under  the  trees  and 
bushes  in  the  daytime,  as  some  of  the  best  fish  are 
taken  this  way.  The  prospect  is  yet  good.  Evening 
is  the  best  time.  Flies:  Ash  Dun,  Yellow  Dun, 
Dark  Spinner,  Pale  Evening  Dun,  July  Dan,  Red 
Ant,  Dotterel  Hackle,  Black  Gnat  and  Cooper's 
Fancy. — Dottebel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yortas). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  running 
very  low  and  clear.  The  weather  is  of  a  brilliant 
sunshine  most  of  the  day.  Angling  is  met  best  with 
in  the  early  morning  with  fishing  worm  well  up- 
.stream,  and  late  in  the  evening  with  the  fly.  In 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  anglers  residing  on 
the  banks  have  met  with  very  fair  results.  Best 
flies  have  been  Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Knotted 
and  Stone  Midges  fished  on  the  finest  gut.  In 
the  lower  reaches  things  are  quiet  amongst  the 
bottom  fishermen.  The  Wharfe  is  low  and  clear. 
Some  very  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  in  the 
higher  reaches  in  the  evening  with  the  fly  at  Kilnsey, 
Grassington,  Burnsall,  and  Bolton  Woods.  Lower 
down,  at  Burley  and  Ilkley,  some  very  nice  sport 
has  been  met  with,  anglers  showing  some  very  nice 
panniers  of  trout.  The  bottom  fishers  have  also  met 
with  very  fair  sport  amongst  the  coarse  fi-h  at  Boston 
Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulleskelf.  The  Armley  and 
Wortley  Angling  Club  fished  their  annual  match  at 
Newton-on-Ouse  on  July  1.  First  prize  fell  to  Mr. 
H.  Suffield,  21b.  4Joz. ;  second,  Mr.  G.  Higgin- 
bottom ;  third,  Mr.  J.  A.  Munroe.  The  Lord 
Nelson  Angling  Club  held  an  "off"  match, 
the  chief  prize  winner  being  Mr.  W.  Holley. 
The  Nidd  is  low  and  clear;  sport  has  been 
fair  on  this  stream  in  the  upper  leaches,  some 
very  nice  baskets  have  been  got  with  the  fly. 
The  Swale  is  very  low  and  clear,  too.  Very  few 
anglers  out  except  in  the  evening,  some  fine  trout 
being  caught  at  Skeeby  and  Catterick.  In  the 
lower  I  eaches  fair  baskets  of  coarse  fish  have  been 
caught.  The  yellow  and  white  bustards  are  doing 
the  best  on  some  reaches  of  our  streams.  Sport  will 
not  be  good  until  there  is  a  good  fresh. — J.  Millek. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  I<airg,  N.B.J. 

Sport  falling  oii  owing  to  unfavourable  conditions. 
On  Tuesday,  June  27,  Mr.  and  Miss  Wordsworth, 
Newark,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  100  trout,  251b.  ;  Messrs. 
Lockwood  and  ^  Steel,  London,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
fifty- four,  IS^Ib. ;  Messrs. Coulson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
sixty-five,  20^1b.  ;  Capt.  Watson,  Hawick,  and  Mr. 


Stanfield,  Nottingham,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty-five, 
12^1  b.  On  June  28,  Mr.  and  Miss  Wordsworth, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  ninety- fi VP,  311b.;  Col.  and  Lieut. 
Whittls,  on  same  loch,  thirty-eisht.  111b.;  Capt. 
Watson,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty,  61b.  ;  Messrs  Lock- 
wood  and  Steel,  on  same  loch,  thirty-eight,  Kilb. ;  Mr. 
Whyte,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  eighteen,  51b.  ';  and  Messrs. 
Coulson,  twenty- eight,  11  lb.  On  June  29,  Captain 
Watson,  on  Urigill,  forty-three  trout,  101b.  ;  and 
Lieut,  rjonovan,  R.N.,  twenty-one,  51b.;  Mr.  and 
Miss  Wordsworth,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty  five, 
ll  ilb;  Mr.  Stanfield,  fourteen,  5|lb. ;  and  Messrs. 
Lockwood  and  Steel,  on  Lo<rh  Veyatie,  forty,  181b. 
On  June  30,  baskets  rangeil  from  twenty-one  to 
thirty-two  trout,  and  from  C^lb.  to  121b.  in  weight. 
On  July  1  the  heaviest  basket  was  by  Mr.  and  Misa 
Wordsworth,  Newark,  on  Loch  Urigill,  with  fifty- 
two  trout,  I51h.  On  July  3,  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch 
Cama,  three  dozen  trout  101b.  ;  Messrs  Threefal, 
on  Loch  Veyatie,  two  and  a  half  dozen,  91b. ;  and 
Mr.  Whyte,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fourteen,  5^lb. — 13. 

Beanly. — Mr.  Pilkington,  who  was  the  lessee  of 
the  home  beat  of  the  Castle  waters,  and  who  had 
his  headquarters  at  the  Lovat  Ai-ms  Hotel,  con- 
cluded his  fishing  on  June  30.  The  exceptionally 
dry  nature  of  the  weather  and  the  very  low  state 
of  the  water  interfered  with  his  prospects  so  much 
that  for  over  a  fortnight  he  did  not  cast  a  fly. 
During  the  last  six  days,  however,  he  had  twelve 
nice  grilse,  as  follows  : — June  20,  one  grilse,  weighing 
51b.  ;  June  27,  two  grilse  of  4 Jib.  and  51b.  ;  June  28, 
three  grilse  of  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  and  61b.  ;  June  29,  four 
grilse  of  41b.,  4ilb.,  51b  ,  and  61b.;  June  30,  two 
grilse  of  51b.  each.  Last  year  record  fishing  was 
made  on  this  beat  during  June  and  July.  Fishing 
the  Castle  waters,  on  June  29,  Colonel  Fitzhardinge, 
lessee  of  Eskadale  shooting.'i  and  fishings,  had  a  nice 
grilse  of  51b.,  while  Captain  the  Hon.  Hugh  Eraser,  of 
Lovat,  had  two  grilse  of  5ilb.  and  Gib.  on  June  30. 
Mr.  Duff,' who  last  year  had  such  exceptional  baskets 
on  the  home  beat  for  July,  was  again  the  lessee 
this  year,  but  has  eublet  the  water  to  Mr.  Phipp?, 
lessee  of  Beaufort  Castle.  Out  on  July  1  for  the 
first  time,  the  PJiipps'  party  hooked  three  fish,  but 
were  unfortunate  enough  to  lo?e  all  three.  A  good 
number  of  grilse  are  now  running  past  the  falh,  and 
there  is  a  good  appearance  of  fish  on  the  upper 
pools.  Twenty  salmon  and  grilse  were  had  in  the 
nets  on  June  28,  but  only  about  half  that  number 
was  creeled  on  Saturday  last.  During  July  the 
fish  caught  in  the  nets  are  sold  locally  at  a  nominal 
figure.  CoNON. — The  Conun  still  continues  so  very 
low  that  very  little  angling  has  been  attempted. 
Two  gril-e  of  about  4|lb.  each  were  caught  on  the 
higher  waters,  and  the  nets  only  succeeded  in  grassing 
some  thirty  fish  during  the  week.  Lochs  Luichart 
AND  Gabve. — Both  these  lochs  continue  to  afford 
very  fair  sport  to  the  fishers  from  Strathpeffer  and 
Garve,  who  try  their  luck  daily.  Last  week  boats 
were  out  every  day,  and  baskets  from  61b.  to  121b. 
were  reported.  The  hot,  dry  weather  brings  the 
trout  out  on  the  low  sandbanks,  where  large 
numbers  are  killed  by  the  numerous  large  pike  with 
which  both  lochs  abound.  Glass. — :0n  the  River 
Glass  anglers  from  the  Cannich  Hotel  continue  to 
get  fair  baskets.  The  heaviest  brought  in  during 
the  past  week  was  one  of  91b.,  and  the  best  trout 
21b.  2oz.  Rain  is  much  needed. — A.  R. 
,»  Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Both  rivers  are 
running  low.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  J. 
Harkness  had  a  small  salmon  below  the  town.  Mr. 
J.  Scott  had  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  Mr.  T.  Bell,  Mr. 
W,A.  Jackson,  and  others  have  had  odd  sea-trout 
and  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Weatherstone 
creeled  half-a-dozen  sea  trout.  Mr.  Belford  three, 
in  the  upper  reaches  above  Langholm.  Mr.  R. 
Jackson  creeled  107  yellow  trout  at  a  fishing  in 
Wauchope,  and  during  three  hours'  fishing  in  Kwes 
Mrs.  Anderson  basketed  thirty.  In  Burnfoot  Water, 
above  Langholm,  Mr.  J.  Irving  landed  four.  Messrs. 
Kaufmann  and  W.  Wylie  have  had  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  W. 
Borthwick  landed  a  salmon  of  61b.  in  Langholm 
Water.  Mr.  W.  Ross  had  a  sea-trout  l^lb.,  Mr.  W. 
Turnbull  two,  Mr.  A.  Jackson  four,  and  Mr. 
Weatherstone  four,  on  Saturday.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Thompson  one,  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne  and  Mr.  Miller 
one  each,  Mr.  G  M.  Little  two,  and  Mr.  T. 
Morrison  one,  Mr.  D.  Calvert  two,  Mr.  J.  Graham 
two,  Mr.  J.  Ewart  two  sea-trout.  Mr.  L.  Elliot, 
creeled  three  dozen  yellow  trout  and  two  sea- 
trout,  Mr.  D.  Little,  three  sea- trout,  Mr.  James 
Little  four.  Mr.  A.  King  over  two  dozen  yellow 
trout.  There  has  been  a  good  run  of  sea- trout  in 
the  Solway  during  the  last  ten  days,  and  good 
takes  were  made  in  the  stake  nets  on  Saturday 
morning.  Fishing  in  Canonbie  Water,  the  Esk,  Mr. 
R.  Steel  landed  a  sea  trout  of  41b. ;  Mr.  J.  Scott  one 
of  21b. ;  Mr.  i  James  Steel  had  four  sea-trout ;  and 
Mr.  Adam  Keen  creeled  two  dozen  yellow  trout  at  a 
fishing ;  Mr.  Tom  Steel  six  sea-trout,  and  a  good 
basket  of  yellow  trout ;  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr  caught 
four  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson  caught  eight,  and 


a  number  of  yellow  trout  during  the  week. 
Mr.  Walter  Irving  had  two  sea-trout  and  some 
yellow  trout;  Mr.  M.  Armstrong,  two  sea- trout  ; 
Mr.  D.  Murray,  two  sea  trout  and  some  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  S.  McKune,  two  sea-trout  at  a  night 
fishing ;  Mr.  C.  Armstrong,  two  sea-trout  and  a  few 
yellow  trout;  Mr.  J.  Adams,  two  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout.  Good  catches  of  yellow  trout 
are  being  made  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle. 
A  few  sea-trout  have  been  got  on  the  Metal  Bridge 
and  Longtown  sections  of  the  Esk.  AIsj  a  few  sea- 
trout in  the  Graham  Arms  water.  A  good  many 
sea  trout  have  been  got  b  low  the  Skippers  Bridge. 
Mr.  Hewitt  has  had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
in  the  higher  waters  above  Lingholm. — Gilnockie. 

Carrou  (Easter  Ross  Ardgay,  N.B.). — There 
has  been  no  sport  since  the  17th  ult ,  when  the  two 
last  fish  were  landed  by  Colonel  Copland,  Glencalvie 
House.  The  total  number  of  fish  landed  with  the 
rod  duiing  the  season  has  been  101  salmon,  aggre- 
gating 9081b  ,  or  an  average  of  about  91b.  each. 
With  the  decline  of  angling,  the  net  fishings 
at  the  estuary  have  improved  immensely. 
During  the  past  week  the  hauls  of  salmon  on 
Mr.  Carnegie's  Skibo  fishings  at  the  head  of  the 
Dorn  ich  Firth  quadrupled  those  of  the  previous 
week ;  and  the  same  maybe  said  of  Mr.  Anderson's 
Invercharron  fishings.  The  Balnagown  nettings 
on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  also  showed  an  increase, 
in  fact  it  was  by  far  the  most  productive  week 
since  the  opening  of  the  season.  From  all  the 
above  fishings  combined  it  is  estimated  that  during 
the  week  close  on  two  tons  of  salmon  had  been 
despatched  to  the  southern  markets — mostly  to 
Billingsgate.  — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Although  a  good  deal 
of  rain  has  fallen  of  late  the  river  continues  to  run 
low  and  clear,  and  consequently  anglers  are  having 
but  poor  sport.  Those  who  attempt  fishing  by 
night  have  much  better  sucsess  than  those  who  try 
their  luck  with  the  fly  by  day.  The  net  fishermen 
on  the  river  tecure  a  few  grilse  and  trout  daily,  but 
salmon  have  been  exceedingly  scarce  during  the 
whole  of  the  season.  Along  the  coast  the  grilse 
season  is  keeping  up  well.  They  are  beginning  to 
be  more  numerous,  and  some  good  hauls  have  been 
got  from  the  bag  nets.  The  fish  are  of  fair  size, 
averaging  51b  ,  and  are  of  capital  quality.  Salmon 
aie  also  getting  heavier  in  weight,  the  average  being 
101b.  to  121b.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Deveron  District 
Fishery  Board  held  last  week  at  Banff,  the  meeting 
took  up  consideration  of  a  scheme  for  altering  or 
removing  a  wall  in  the  bed  of  the  Turriff  burn  at 
the  inlet  of  the  water  to  the  mill  of  Turriff,  with 
the  view  of  facilitating  the  access  of  the  fish  to  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  .stream  for  spawning  purposes. 
Captain  Abercromby  submitted  a  plan  of  the  pro- 
posed alterations,  and  explained  the  nature  of  the 
scheme.  Mr.  Kennedy,  Superintendent,  said  the 
Turriff  burn  was  one  of  the  best  breeding  grounds 
they  had,  but  the  fish  could  not  get  up  beyond  this 
wall.  Tiie  meeting  considered  the  alterations  would 
be  an  improvement,  and  worth  the  cost,  providing 
an  agreement  was  come  to  by  the  tenant  of  the 
mill.  A  committee  was  appointed  for  this  purpose. 
— H.  W. 

Znchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  June 
26,  Mr.  Webb,  on  Castle  Bay,  caught  five  trout, 
weighing  151b.  ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Loch  Awe,  fifteen, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  Samman,  on  Assynt,  six,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Finch, 
on  Inver,  thirty,  18  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Hill 
Lochs,  six,  4pb.  On  June  27,  Mr.  Thomson,  on 
West  As-ynt,  one  ferox,  31b.,  and  one  grilse,  4lb. ; 
Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Loch  Awe,  eight  trout,  3ilb. ;  Mr. 
Finch,  on  Inver,  five,  7|Ib. ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  on 
Letteressie,  twenty,  101b.  On  June  28,  Mr.  Webb, 
on  Castle  Bay,  ten,  91b. ;  Mr.  Brockatt,  on  Mid 
Assynt.  thirteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Gillaroo, 
eight,  51b.  On  June  29,  Mr.  Brockatt,  on  Loch  Awe, 
ten,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Finch,  on  Gruagach,  five,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
Samman,  on  West  Assynt,  ten,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Webb, 
on  Castle  Bay,  one  ferox,  51b.  On  June  30,  Mr. 
Underhay,  on  Skiag,  eight  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Thomson, 
on  Loch  Awe,  seventeen,  101b. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on 
Hill  Lochs,  nine,  171b.  On  July  1,  Mr.  Thomson, 
on  West  Assynt,  four,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Finch,  on  Hill 
Lochs,  thirteen,  141b. ;  Mr.  Halbert,  on  Hill  Lochs, 
twelve,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Hopkinson  and  Jackson,  on 
Mid  Assynt,  four,  61b.  On  July  3,  Mr.  Clay,  on 
Gruagach,  twenty-two,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Mid 
Assynt,  five,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Andrews,  on  River  Inver, 
nine  trout,  81b.,  and  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Finch, 
on  Hill  Loch,  eight  trout,  91b. — W.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  IT.B.). — 
Like  every  place  in  the  North  Highlands  the  sea- 
trout angling  sufl'eis  Irom  the  prevailing  heat, 
drought,  and  bright  sunshine.  One  of  several 
London  anglers  manages  to  catch  nice  fish  from  Jib. 
to  IJlb.  Local  anglers  do  fairly  well  as  they  know 
all  about  proper  places,  flies,  weather,  and  so  on. 
Should  rain  set  in  t^e  stretch  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Shin  to  North  Bonar  should  yield  good  sport. — B. 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,    EISHINO    QUARTERS,  &,c. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

FreDsham  Pond  Hotel 

NeaF  FARNHAM.  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  In  Bngland. 
"A  charming  spot  to  visit" 

5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL,  "Si^S^l^^"^ 

SEASON   OPENED   MARCH  1. 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    Average  for  last  Two 
Seasons :  111  Salmon  and  300  lbs.  Trout.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and 
in  bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day                  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

BINGWOOn. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hot/el. 
Three  miles  of  ezcallent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Pishlne  In  the   Avon.    Tickets  issu'irt  f 
visitors  Id   Hotel   at  fi*.  p'yr  day.    Billlf,r(1«  ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.    If  aadfjuartet  g 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  PROPRnrrOR. 

FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

On  River  Lyon, 

GLEN    LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance:  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Htation,  and 
2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  I.<>ch  Tay.  Under 
new  maria^'ement ;  in  connection  with  Tyndnim 
and  (Jrianlarich  Hotels.    A  large  extension  of 
.Salmon  and  excellent  Trout  Fishing  hag  been 
added  to  the  Hotel  Waters  this  season,  with 
two  boats  on  river  for  Trout.    .Salmon  Fishing 
opened  .fanuary  15.  — Apply,  R.  Stkwart, 

Within  Easy  Distance  of  Two  Golf  Linl<s. 

Coarse  Fishing  opened  J une  2. 
Trout  Fishing  Now  Open. 

L&Me  Bed  BtrftftfTi  opoD  Aod  rQftiiv  Oood 
Fish  in  both. 

Board  and  Kesldtnce  tr-^m  3i  Ouiueas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Oood  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-honset  A"  Talm  met  by 
appointment. 

Xarifi  ou  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Jiooiu  It  duk  added 
to  the  HoteL 

ielegrama  :  Grkfiths,  Frziisham  Pord.Chuet. 
Q.  A.  W.  ORIFFITHS.  PropplotOP, 

LAKE-VYRNWY  HOTEL 

SPLENDID    TROUT  FISHING. 

Rooms  and  Boats  now  being  Booked. 

MOD  E  RN  HOTEL.. 

EVERY  COMFORT  &  ATTENTION.   ELECTRIC  LIGHT.   MODERATE  CHARGES. 

Station  :  PENYBONTFAWR. 

Telegraph:  "Hotel,  Lake-Vyrnwy."         Po^t :  "  Lake- Vyrnwy  Hotel,  Llanfyllin." 

KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loeh  Tay,  Pepthshipe,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz.  :  lintel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five — then  free  ;  Rpuprvei) 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.    >Jo  charge  is 
made  for  tlie  use  of  the  boats.    Trout  Kishing  on 
Loch  Tay  and   River  Oochart  free  to  visitors. 
B'or  fuither  particulars  apply  to  H.  .1.  Knight. 
NoTR. — All  ftsh  are  retained  by  anelers. 

LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INOHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT     FREE  PISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Perox,  and   Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.    Salmon  Pishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  July,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.    Boats.    Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.    Posting.    Bow<fi— Rail 
to   Invershin,    where   carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,   Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 

THE  OAKENGLOUGH  FISHERY, 

Garstang:,  Lancashire. 

500    Acres   of  Water.                                 10    Miles   of  Streams. 

THE  PREMIER  FISHERY  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

Mrown  Trout.  Rainbow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Pontlnails.    Yearllnj^s,  two-year-olds, 
and  three-year-olds,  for  stocking  water.  Sea5on  1005.    Bookinjrs  now  being:  made. 

'atar»Uy-(ed  Fish.   No  bozBt-fleab,  making  bottom  fsadets  and  dsnnlbals.  and 
prodaoing  dlseaBa  ani  dtath.    Gaarantaed  fz««  ilslng,  sporting  fiah. 

Arl^rt>  hf/  Tnst.                                 flnrregpontlfinei  cordially  invited. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Kiddlesex. 
Fis  iermeo  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roa3h,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  watsr. 
Fre<h  stocked.     360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Oood  Accommodation.    Punt  boats,  yrequent 
Tra  js  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.    Book  to 
Wehh  Harp  Htation,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish  : 
Pike,  18  Inch.               Bream,  10  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch                Dace,  6  Inch. 
Rudd,  6  inch                Perch,  8  Inch. 
Teoch,  8  inch.              Gndgeon,  i  loch 
Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  .June  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

XINGSBIIIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).    Boarders,  7».  6d.  per 
Jay,  Winter ;  Ss.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Pree.    Scores  of  big  ftsh  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.    The  largest  Pike  »caling  22(  \hn 
liood  sea  fishing. 

W  VICKKRY,  Proprletoi 

SOOXTRXJE3  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  In  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.   This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.    There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.    Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  GHasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 

SEA    FISHING.                 EXTENSIVE    BOATING    AND  HIRING, 

N.B.—The  aboue  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated.        MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 

IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

I/Vf  V  III  Lf  A  Li  ti  • 

'pHE  far  famed  resort  for  Anglers  on 
Izaak  Walton's  classic  rivers,  the 
Dove  and  Manifold. 

The  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  and 
close  to  the  rivers.    Write  for  full  illus- 
trated Tarifi  from— 

The  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS, 

Post  town,  ASHKOURNE. 

TROUT  FISHING  in  the  BLACK  FOREST. 

Three  Rivers  well  stocketl.    20,000  put  in  every 
year.  For  particulars  apply  to  ERNEST  LUZ, 

SCHWARZWALD  HOTEL 

FREUDENSTADT,  WURTTEMBERG. 

Railway  Line  i  Strassboui-g,  Olfenbourg, 
Stuttgart. 

Anglers  &  Families  received  upon  moderate  terms. 

Of  tne  Higoeat  Kenown.         1^1  lETI  1  BIWIO     LJ^\*^d   "     JiiOtireiy  Comfortable. 
In  Beat  Position.              imjEUtdUO     nXJ  1                      Fixed  Prices. 

r.?fJ,5x?ll^rJ?5xT        1  AIX-LA-CHAPELLE  (Anchen)\ 

Under  same  management  and  in  conjunction  with  3  Bath  Hotels  and  D^pendances — 
KAIS^RBAD  HOTEL,       NEUBAD  HOTEL,       QUIRINUSBAD  HOTEL. 

Rooms  from  3  marks,  and  in  d6pendance  from  2  marks.      Pension,  including  rooms,  from  8  marks,  and  in 
ddpendance  from  4"t  marks. 
The  cvrnbination  of  4  excellent  Hotels  Under  one  Management  o^ers  to  Visitors  many  deBirahle  advantages. 
PENSION  HATES  FOB  KTJR  GTTESTS.  LIFT.  Electric  Lieht.  Central  Heating.  Large  Q-arden. 
Extract  from  13th  Edition  of  "  Murray's  Handbook"  :— "  This  hotel,  in  the  best  situation, 
ie  recommended  as  capital ! " 

LOCH  RANNQCH  HQTEL 

KINLOCH-RANNOCH. 

First-class  Tourist  Hotel.  Moderate 
charges.   Free  Fishing  on  Loch  and  part 
of  River.    Boats  and  experienced  Boat- 
men.   Unrivalled  scenery.    Only  Hotel 
overlooking  the  Loch.   Posting  at  Struan 
and  Kinlooh-Rannoch. 

GEO.  GOW,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams  :  "  Gow,  Kinloch-Rannoch." 

CULAG  HOTEL 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good    Trout  and    Ferox    Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.    Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;   or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from    Glasgow,    Oban,    Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires:  "Ciilag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

NEW     FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Pbopeietbess. 

FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under   Disti  iif/iiis/ied  Patronage. 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably -furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuarj'  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.     Air  pure  and 
bracing.    Sanitation  perfect.    Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.    Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.     Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.    Telegrams:  "Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeeti." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  fioni  the  bank  is 
as  eood  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Xorway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 

OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  Lairo,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fishing  on  upwards  of  1'wenty  Lochs.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fi.stiing   Free.    Oood  Bf)at3  and  Experienced 
Gillies.    Parties  can  he  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.  Propnetrix. 

MEN  I  HAVE  FISHED  WITH. 

By  FRED.  31  AT  HER. 

A  handsome  volume  of  372  pages,  with  eight  Portraits.    Sent  post-paid  on  receipt 
of  price,  $2.00  =  8/4. 

Lough  Corrib,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  OughtePaPd. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
garne  to  Umg\x  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  cax>turcd)  as  the  lake  i.s  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.    6,000  acres  of  Grouse 
Shooting  to  be  let  from  August  12th  to  October 
Ut.    'I'he  Hotel  has  been  enlarged  latterly  by 
10  bedriKims,  2  sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot 
and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.    Boats  always  in 
resdinew.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUOHTON,  Proprietor. 

ISLAND  OF  HARRIS 

It  was  a  happy  thought  that  prompted  Mr.  Fred.  Mather  to  write  for  the  Forkst  and  Stream 
reminiscences  of  his  fishing  companions.    The  chapters  were  receive<l  with  a  warm  welcome  at 
the  beginning,  and  have  been  of  sustained  interest.   Mr.  Mather  has  enjoyed  a  fishing  comradeship 
with  a  number  of  interesting  characters,  and  has  in  an  uinisual  decree  the  faculty  of  appreciating 
and  making  the  most  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  in  his  angling  experiences.    A  large 
share  at  least  of  the  charm  with  which  he  has  invested  his  characters  must  be  found  in  his  own 
personality,  that  touchstone  to  discover  in  others  the  entertaining  qualities  we  have  all  so  much 
enjoyed  reading  about.  The  "  Men  I  Have  Fished  With  "  have  been  among  the  most  popular  series 
of  papers  ever  presented  to  Forest  and  Stream  readers. 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING   COMPANY,  NEW  YORK. 

THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.    Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.     First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.    Number  of  rods 
limited.    Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Harris." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 
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Iiooh  Leven  fEinrose).  —  After  the  severe 
drought  rain  is  at  last  falling  in  a  light  drizzle,  and 
with  the  breeze  now  from  the  south-west  and  a 
falling  barometer,  the  conditions  are  more  promising 
looking  for  sport.  No  boats  were  out  on  June  26 
and  27.  On  June  28  an  evening  comnetition  was 
held  by  the  Glasgow  Wanderers'  Club.  Perch, 
though  very  numerous,  are  not  taking  well.  A 
perch  fishing  competition  on  July  1  resulted  in  fully 
Jcwt.  of  these  fish  being  secured  by  ten  rods,  a 
rather  poor  result.  The  first  prize  was  won  with  a 
catch  of  01b.  8oz. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Iioch  Nesa  (PoyerB  Hotel,  N.B.>. — Fishing  Loch 
Mhor  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  June  27,  Messrs.  R.  M. 
and  C.  R.  Logan  killed  twenty-eight  trout,  lOJlb. 
Fishing  Loch  Ness,  on  July  1,  Mr.  C.  R.  Logan 
killed  a  salmon  of  131b.  On  July  3,  Mr.  C.  R.  Logan 
had  two  grilse,  fiilb.  and  5Jlb.  On  July  4,  Mr.  R. 
Hunt  killed  a  grilse  of  4Jlb.,  and  Mr.  C.  R.  Logan, 
one  grilse,  5  Jib.,  and  one  sea- trout.  21b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Xillin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel  on  June  30,  Mr.  P.  Ross  had  ten  trout.  SJlb.  ; 
on  July  I,  Mr.  J.  Willison,  fifteen  trout,  71b.  ;  on 
July  3,  Mr.  Walker,  had  seventeen  trout,  9Jlb. ;  and 
on  July  4,  Mr.  Walker  had  twelve  trout,  S^lb. — 
H.  J  Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. —  Dee,  Don,  etc. — A  terrific 
thunderstorm  broke  over  the  north-east  of  Scot- 
land on  Sunday,  accompanied  by  heavy  rains.  The 
rivers  rose  several  feet,  and  although  the  spate  did 
not  last  long  it  gave  a  good  clean  out,  and  a  fresh 
impetus  to  angling.  The  drought  has  again  set  in 
and  the  streams  away  to  nothing,  but  still  the 
prospects  are  vastly  increased,  and  every  passing 
shower  now  will  move  the  fish  to  fresh  quarters. 
There  is  a  fine  show  of  salmon  on  the  Dee,  but  of 
course  the  netters  are  getting  the  bulk  of  them,  only 
a  very  few  getting  throrrgh  with  the  Sunday's  slap. 
On  the  Banchory  and  Kincardine  reaches  an  occa- 
sional grilse  or  "potted"  salmon  is  being  got,  the 
former  to  the  fly  and  the  latter  chiefly  to  the 
prawn.  On  the  upper  waters  fish  are  quite 
plentiful,  but  stiff  to  rise  in  the  small  clear  waters. 
A  good  fpw  have  been  got  at  Braemar,  both  on  the 
Invercauld  and  Fife  Arms  waters,  and  one  or  two 
on  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater  reaches.  Finnock  are 
now  making  their  appearance  in  the  tidah.  They 
will  gradually  increase  in  numbers  throughout  the 
autumn,  and  some  grand  sport'may  confidently  be 


looked  for  from  their  early  appearance  on  the  coast. 
On  the  Alford  Don  waters  capital  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  have  been  got  since  the  middle  of  last  week, 
when  the  river  slightly  ro.^e.  Captain  Skene  creeled 
seven  on  Thursday,  two  of  which  scaled  2|lb.  and 
2Jlb.  On  the  Kintore  waters  Mr.  Impey  had  a  fine 
basket  on  Tuesday  of  81b.,  while  on  the  Parkhill  and 
Grandholm  reaches  the  best  sport  of  the  sewson  as 
yet  was  got.  Mr.  W.  Nicol  arrived  at  Ballogie  and 
Mr.  Heaven  at  Fore=t  of  Birse  for  the  summer 
fishing  and  the  shooting  season.  Country  houses 
are  beginning  to  fill  up.  Excellent  sea  fishing  is 
being  had  in  the  bnys  at  Aberdeen,  Crudea  Bay, 
and  Peterhead. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  NB.). — 
Angling  conditions  have  been  so  unfavourable  that 
very  few  anglers  trouble  to  go  out.  The  best 
baskets  since  last  reported  have  been  by  Chancellor 
Prcscott  and  Mr.  Pre.'cott,  Carlisle,  who  on  June  27 
landed  fifty  trout  weighing  161b.  on  Loch  Merkland. 
On  June  28  the  same  anglers  on  Upper  Flag  creeled 
thirty-one  trout,  14 Jib.,  an  average  of  about  ^Ib. 
each;  and  Mr.  Dawson,  Scarborough,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  fifteen  trout,  4ilb.  On  June  29,  Chan- 
cellor Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  on  Loch  Gfiam, 
forty  trout,  131b.  On  June  30,  Mr.  Dawson,  Scar- 
borough, on  LochG-riam,  fourteen  trout,  4  Jib. ;  and 
Chancellor  Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  twenty-one,  (ilb.  On  July  1  the  la-t- 
nained  anglers,  on  Top-Shin,  had  thirty-four  trout, 
13Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Dawson,  on  Upper  Flag,  ten,  41b. 

Shin  (Xnveran,  IT.B.). — No  sport  worth  re- 
cording since  last  reported.  Weather  dry,  bright 
and  scorching.  Water  excpedingly  low.  No 
appearance  of  rain.  The  number  of  fish  caught 
from  the  opening  of  the  season  to  the  end  of  June 
was  120  salmon  aggregating  14501b.,  and  five 
grilse,  231b.;  or  12.5  fish,  14731b.,  equals  U  Jcwts  — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan. — Last  week 
my  notes  on  this  river  went  astray,  and  it  should 
be  mentioned  that  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Pasley 
Dirom,  had  six  sea-trout  and  his  keeper  thirteen. 
Since  that  date  the  keeper  has  had  ten  sea-trout, 
five  of  which  he  landed  on  Monday  night.  Captain 
Thorburn,  Brydekirk,  took  seven  or  eight  sea-trout. 
Andrew  Bell  also  caught  a  herling  in  the  Mount 
Annan  water.  James  Marshall  one  sea-trout  on 
Saturday  night  (July  1),  and  Robert  Armstrong 


one  sea-trout  and  one  herling  on  the  same  night. 
The  proprietor  of  Mount  Annan  water  has  been 
busy  trying  to  reduce  and  clear  out  the  chub  and 
roach  from  the  Salmon  pool.    Fishing  two  or  three 
hours  for  four  days  Mr.  Dirom  landed  twenty- eight 
chub  weighing  4!(^lb.,  the  largest  were  .5|lb.,  4}lb., 
4 Jib.,   etc.    Of  the   twenty-five  roach  weighing 
221b.,  he  had  them  weighing  l^lb.  and  IJlb.  In 
the    lower    stretches  Mr.    J.    Laurier    and  Mr. 
Anderson  took  one  sea-trout  each  with  fly.  In 
the   Hoddom    Castle    portion    the  keepers  and 
local  anglers  are  getting  sea- trout  at  night  with  fly. 
In  tho  Castlemilk  stretch  Mr.  J.  Rae  has  had  a 
a  number  of  sea-trout.   Mr.  Ru-sell  took  asea-trout 
of  1  Jib.  and  twenty  yellow  trout  in  the  higher  waters. 
Mr.T.  Irving  landed  two,Mr.  Mo  Donaldson  one  of  21b. 
and  several  yellow  tmut  on  Stewart  tackle.  Mr.  Flem- 
ing one  sea-tr<)ut  of  l]lb.,  besides  a  few  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  Henderson  took  one  sea-trout  and  fifteen  yellow 
trout  in  the  higher  waters.    Captain  Murray  two 
sea-trout  and  a  few  yellow  trout.     Mr.  Robertson  a 
sea-trout  and  eighteen  burn  trout.     Mr.  John- 
stone a  sea-trout  and  fifteen  burn  trout.  Mr. 
Thornton  two   sea-trout.      Mr.    Waters    a  sea- 
trout  and  six  yellow  trout    Mr.  Harvey  a  creel 
of  yellows.     Mr.  Richardson  a  sea-trout  and  a 
burn  trout  of  2Jlb.,  taken  with  night  fly.  The 
DuMKRiEs  NiTH. — Odd  .sea-trout  have  fallen  to 
rods  in  the  middle  reaches  between  Auldgarth 
and  Holywood.    Nothing  is  doing  this  week  on  the 
Cairn  and  Cluden.    The  Galloway  Rivkrs  and 
Lochs. — On  the  lochs  of  the  Stewartry  some  fair 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  secured  with  the 
fly.    Ayrshibe  Loch.s  and  Rivers. — Some  splendid 
salmon  are  making  up  the  Doon  at  present.    In  the 
tidal  reaches  the  other  day  two  fine  fish  of  341b.  and 
35lb.  were  secured  by  the  nets.    Rod  fishing  has, 
however,  not  been  good.    On  Loch  Doon,  of  Dal- 
mellington,  good  catches  of  yellow  trout  are  being 
Bocured  daily  with  the  fly.     Messrs.  Gordon  and 
Hunter,  of  Girvan,  took  seventeen,  while  out  in 
the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat,  Mr.  Campbell  had  eighteen. 
Mr.  Carr  and  friend  landed  twenty- three,  and  two 
other  rods  had  about  the  same  number.   Mr.  Pater- 
son  had  some  good  baskets  last  week,  counting  up 
to  thirty  at  a  fishing.    Mr.  McPhearaon  had  twenty- 
nine  yellow  trout,  and  a  simil  ir  number  at  another 
outing.    Messrs.  Sellars,  and  two  friends  from  Ayr, 
fished  two  days  from  the  Eglinton  boats  and  took 
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127  yeUow  trout.  Mr.  McConnachie,  on  the  3rd 
and  4th,  landed  ninety-one.  Mr.  Gibson  and  friend 
took  twenty-two  on  the  1st.  Mr.  Grey,  fishing  on 
the  3rd,  landed  between  twenty  and  thirty.  Messrs. 
McKinner  and  AtHeck,  on  29th  June,  had  forty 
yellow  trout  on  the  Doon. — Heatheebell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway). — No  flood 
since  last  report ;  water  still  very  low.  A  good  lot 
of  sea-trout  and  salmon  ran  up  during  July  1  and  2 
with  a  high  spring  tide-.  During  the  week  Major 
O'Hara  secured  four  white  ti out ;  Capt.  Rotheram, 
five  white  trout;  Mrs.  F.  Agnew,  one  peal,  81b.,  and 
one  brown  trout,  olb. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  TribntarieB. — The  drying  winds  and 
bright  sunshine  of  the  past  week  further  i  educed 
this  river  that  was  previously  at  summer  level,  but 
there  i<  yet  a  sufficient  volume  of  water  running  t  > 
keep  its  shallowest  sections  in  order.  Trout  rose 
on  all  the  stretches,  but  they  took  the  fly  badly,  and 
anglers  of  experience  only  caught  a  few  brace.  On 
July  1  a  run  of  grilse  anJ  summer  salmon  came  in 
from  the  sea  and  ascended  as  far  as  Caronroe  Weir, 
many  of  the  smaller  fish  passing  over  to  the  Kil  ea 
reach,  which  is  better  stocked  than  for  many  past 
seasons.  These  fish  must  remain  till  a  flood 
occurs  to  take  them  to  the  upper  reaches  and 
the  tributaries.  There  were  forty  four  salmon 
and  grilse  brought  to  bank  on  all  the  stretches,  a 
small  proportion  being  on  the  fly,  the  shrimp 
accounting  for  the  greater  part.  Mr.  Shw  caught 
ten  salmon  and  giilse,  ranging  from  31b  to  141b.  : 
Mr.  T.  Henderson  seven,  rcmging  from  51b.  to  14lb.  ; 
Mr.  Wolff's  friend  nine,  ranging  from  41b.  to  14lb.  ; 
Mr.  E.  Frazor,  three  salmon,  61b.,  101b.,  and  lOlb.; 
at  Caronroe;  Mr.  R.  Ardill,  five  g'ilse, ranging  from 
41b.  to  Tilb.  ;  Mr.  J,  R.  T.  Mulholland  eight,  rang- 
ing from"  4|lb.  to  ejlb.  ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson  one,  51b.,  at 
Kilrea ;  and  Captain  Armitage  one,  31b.,  at  Port- 
glenone. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  majority  of  the 
rivers  are  still  out  of  form  for  fly  fishing  through 
the  drought,  which  was  scarcely  relieved  since  last 
notes  by  a  few  insignificant  showers.  On  July  1 
the  Antrim  Road  Basin,  the  private  water  of  the 
Ulster  Angleis'  Asssciation,  was  reopened  for 
fishing.  Tne  rainbows  were  found  in  good  con- 
dition after  their  two  months'  rest  and  fall  of  fight. 
Only  one  discoloured  fish  came  under  observation. 
Amongst  the  takes  made  on  July  1  and  3  were  : — 
Mr.  W.  M'Stay,  two  ;  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  two  ;  Mr.  J. 
Murray,  three ;  Mr.  L.  M'Lean,  four ;  Mr.  J. 
Wright,  three;  Mr.  J.  M'Kee,  three;  Mr.  J.  J. 
Longhead,  one.  The  fish  ranged  from  fib.  to 
2^1b.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  The 
weather  continued  very  brig.ht  and  hot  for  most  of 
the  past  week.  Mr.  S.jV.  Thomas  landed  six  salmon, 
weighing  from  6lb.  to  181b. ;  Major  Wilkinson,  two 
salmon,  of  71b.  and  151b ;  Mr.  C.  J.  Sitwell,  one 
salmon,  r21b. ;  Mr.  R.  S.  Sitwell,  one  salmon,  19lb. ; 
Mr.  John  Stons  landed  four  salmon,  and  Mr.  Pike 
landed  several,  weights  and  numbers  of  same  not  to 
hand  at  time  of  writing.  Mr.  A  Stubbs  landed 
seven  salmon  for  the  week,  weighing  from  61b.  to 
14lb. ;  Captain  Auchinleck  landed  four  of  similar 
weights,  and  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  one  of  101b.  on  July 
4,  and  Lieut.  Baird  two,  of  131b.  and  61b. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — The  fallowing  is  the  indi- 
vidual catch  for  the  week  ending  July  1  : — Colonel 
Underwood,  7lb.,  4ilb.,  i^lb.,  5lb.,  61b.,  .5lb.,  51b., 
.51b.,  61b.,  olb.,  51b.,  71b.,  51b.,  51b.,  o^lb.,  5Jlb.,  5lb.. 
4^1b.,  71b.,  7ilb.,  5lb.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  6lb.  Mr.  Strange 
Herring,  71b.,  3^1b.,  .51b.,  SJlb.,  .5lb.,  6lb.,  5lb., 
llilb.,  7^1b.,  6ilb.,  71b.,  4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  .5lb. 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Humphreys,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  51b.,  7^1b.,  9Jlb., 
51b  Captain  Steward,  SJlb.,  S^lb.,  61b.,  41b.,  5Alb., 
4ilb  ,  6lb.,  .5lb.,  ll|lb.,  S^lb.,  71b.,  51b.,  51b.,  5lb  , 
5|lb.,  71b.,  3^lb.,  6ilb.,  6^1b.,  41b.,  5^lb.,  4ilb., 
.5ilb,5Jlb.,  61b.,  4ilb.,  ejlb.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  5^lb.,  4lb., 
oilb.,  6lb.,  Gib.  Captain  Swales,  S^lb.,  5lb.,  61b., 
6ilb.,  5Jlb.,  6lb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  5ilb.,  6lb.,  6lb.,  51b., 
4ilb.,  6lb.,  61b.,  131b.,  7ib.,  51b.,  6lb.,  S^lb.,  G^Ib., 
61b.,  olb.,  5ilb.  Mr.  A.  J.  Clarke,  61b.,  7|lb.,  .5|lb., 
4ilb.,  6ilb.,  6ilb.,  4ilb.,  5lb.,  61b.,  G^lb.  Mr.  Slater, 
^\h.,  5ilb.,  341b.,  lilb.,  5J!b.,  5.b.,  4ib.,  6ilb., 
101b.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  7ilb.,  S^lb.,  6ilb.,  71b..  S^lb., 
ejlb.,  6Jlb.,  7ib.,  5lb.,  6Jlb.  Captain  Macgowan, 
4§lb.,  51b.,  51b.,  5ilb.,  61b.,  S^lb.,  31b.,  61b.,  5lb., 
51b.,  6ilb.,  4ilb.,  71b.,  8lb.,  5lb.,  71b.,  6ilb.,  l^lb., 
7ilb.,  Hlb.,  6ilb.,  61b.,  4ilb.,  5ilb.,  51b.,  61b.,  51b., 
7ilb.,  .51b.,  5ilb.,  5ilb.,  51b.,  61b.,  61b.,  91b.,  5Alb., 
41b.,  4ilb.,  4Jlb.,  5ilb.,  4Jlb.,  OJlb.— Milne. 

Lough.  Corrib  « Railway  Hotel). — On  June  28 
a  local  gentleman  killed  39Jlb.  of  trout,  perch,  and 
pike — 12lb.  of  trout,  81b.  of  perch,  and  a  19^1b.  pike, 
one  of  the  largest  killed  this  season.  On  June  1  he 
killed  two  salm  >n  of  51b.  and  4ilb.  and  two  fine 
trout  of  2^lb.  and  3lb.,  although,  he  was  only  out 
for  a  few  riours  in  the  evening.  The  weather  for 
the  past  week  -waa  bright  and  warm ;  notwith- 
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standing,  there  was  not  a  better  month's  take  on 
the  Coriib  for  many  years.  The  weather  has 
changed  from.hot  and  bright  to  cool,  with  a  nice 
breeze  all  through  the  day.  This  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue for  some  time  as  the  wind  is  from  north  to 
north-east,  which  is  good  for  fishing  on  the  Corrib. 
This  bay  is  teeming  with  salmon,  and  a  great  many 
large  takes  have  been  made  by  local  fishermen. 
There  is  no  sign  of  rain,  and  until  there  is  a  heavy 
fall  the  salmon  must  remain  in  the  bay.  The  abjve 
weight  is  not  hotel  weight.  Now  is  the  time  for 
fishermen  to  come  to  the  Corrib  as  they  are  sure  to 
raake  big  baskets. — T.  F.  Naughton. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  00.  Kerryv. — 
The  Rev.  N.  W.  Grossly  had  a  peal  of  61b.,  and  five 
sea-trout,  weighing  lOlb  ,  on  one  day,  seven  sea- 
trout  on  {another  day,  and  on  a  thiid  day  ten. 
Colonel  O'Brien  Drury  had  five  on  one  diy, 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Bona  four.  Other  anglers  out  had 
from  one  to  three  sea-trout  daily.  Brown  trout 
fishing  is  also  showing  much  improvement, — T.  J.  D. 

Iionghs  Mask  and  Comb  (Cloabnr). — Tne 
weather  conditions  have  been  much  against  fishing 
of  late ;  the  present  outlook  seems  favourable. 
Trout  appear  to  be  rising  fairly  when  attempts  are 
made  to  tdke  them  with  tne  fly.  Mount  Gable  Hotel 
Anglers'  Diary  is  : — Mr.  Duncan  during  his  visit  had 
eighty-eight  trout  weighing  115|lb  Best  fish  killed 
to  fly,  41b.,  3ilb.,  3|lb.,  31b.  2oz.,  2|lb.,  2^1b.,  2^1b., 
21b.,  21b.,  2lb.  2oz.  Largest  trolling,  71b.,  6Jlb., 
6ilb.,  5^1b.,  4:^lb.  and  41b. ;  also  eight  or  nine  pike 
from  111b.  downwards.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have 
had  varied  sport.  Dr.  Hall  on  June  30  taking  a 
superb  conditioned  trout  of  1 1  |lb.  ;  this  gentleman 
also  had  the  strange  experience  of  taking  a  gull 
upon  his  trolling  bait  which  took  about  twenty 
minutes  to  capture  and  release.  Mr.  Carter's  best 
take  was  five  trout,  6  Jib.,  and  two  or  three  pike  of 
8lb.  or  9lb.  Dr.  Maynard's  best  pike  was  121b. — 
G.  A. 

Iiong'h  nielvini — Trouting  was  fair,  and  now 
rain  is  falling  heavily  and  sport  is  improving. 
During  the  past  week  Mr.  S.  J.  Hunt  caught  some 
nice  dishes  of  ■  trout,  amongst  them  two  (ferox)  of 
61b.  and  3lb.  Mr.  H.  Curran  took  a  nice  brown 
trout,  weighing  5^1b.,on  July  3,  and  generally  some 
nice  baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were 
taken  by  the  anglers  fishing  the  lake  durmg  tlie 
past  week,  and  sport  on  the  lake  at  time  of  wiiting 
is  good, — ;M.  RooAN  AND  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  fairly  good  with  brown  trout,  the 
best  takes  being  had  in  the  evenings.  The  following 
are  the  best  takes  had  on  the  different  waters  : — 
On  Cummeravanig,  one  of  three  dozen;  on  Co jm- 
catcun,  one  of  thirty-one;  on  Coomavoher,  one  of 
forty ;  and  on  Esknamateeree,  one  of  forty-two. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  duruig  the 
past  week  was  good,  a  good  number  of  grilse  being 
taken  with  the  rod  on  the  upper  and  lower  reaches. 
Mr.  Mills  got  ten  fish  for  the  week,  601b.  ;  Major 
Palmer,  five,  401b.  ;  Captain  Howard,  two,  lOO.  ; 
and  Captain  Lynch  Blosse  also  had  good  sport. 
Fishing  on  the  loughs  is  fair,  but  we  want  some 
rain  to  improve  it.  Down  the  estuary  trout  fishing 
was  good,  some  good  baskets  being  taken  spinning 
with  the  minnow. — John  Devebs. 

Uoy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  00. 
Mayo). — River  low  and  clear  and  rain  is  much 
required.  Large  number.s  of  grilse  and  sea-trout 
are  to  be  seen  in  all  the  pools.  Mr.  Mills,  thirteen 
grilse,  5lb.,  5lb.,  6^1b.,  6lb.,  6lb.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  Gib., 
7lb.,  3Jlb.,  6|lb.,  7lb.,  7Jlb.  ;  Capt.  B.  Lynch,  nine 
grilse,  5lb.,  51b.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  61b.,  GJlb.,  71b., 
5|lb.;  Major  Palmer,  three  grilse,  5lb.,  5lb.,  61b. ;  Mr. 
Stiaw,  four  grilse,  51b.,  5  Jib.,  Gib.,  Gib. ;  Mr.  Garvey, 
six  grilse,  41b.,  51b.,  5\lb.,  Gib.,  6,Jlb.,  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Armstrong  and  Mr.  O'Fariell,  nineteen  grilsj,  51b,, 
5lb.,  5lb.,,3ilb.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  Gib.,  SJlb.,  4j'lb.,  5lD., 
5ilb.,  6ilb.,  3ilb.,  5ilb.,  51b.,  61b.,6ilb.,  SJlb.,  71b.; 


Mr.  Perry  Knox  Gore,  three  grilse,  51b.,  51b.,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Dames  Longwortli,  five  grilse,  Gib.,  61b  ,  S^lb., 
51b.,  41b.,  5lb.  ;  Caot.  Howard,  one  gril-ie,  Glo.  ; 
Colonel  Fhnt,  four  grilse,  31b.,  4lh,,  .Ol'o,,  5Jlb.  Sea 
trout  anglers  have  done  very  well  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  river,  best  bag  twenty-five  for  one  day. 
Some  trout  and  gril;e  wore  taken  on  Lough  Conn. 
Lou^h  Talt  fished  well,  also  Lougli  Callow.— Pat 

HlOARNE.S. 

North  Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  continues  very 
unsatisfactory  on  all  the  above  waters,  owing  to 
sultry  weath?r,  low  and  clear  waters,  and  an  absence 
of  suitable  breezes. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Castlecounell). — The  dry  weather 
still  continues,  an  1  the  water  remains  low.  On 
Doonass,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittarfc  killed  four  peal,  51b., 
4Jlb.,  51b.,  and  4Ib  On  the  Summerhill  fishery, 
Mr.  E.  Ingham  killed  one  peal,  5Jlb.  On  the 
Woddsend  fishery.  Mrs.  Ingham  killed  two  peal, 
2.Jlb.  and  GJlb;  M".  E.  T.  Inaham,  one  peal,  4|lb. 
On  Newgarden,  Mr  Astlev  Creswick  killed  seven 
peal,  51b.,  41b.,  (ilb.,  51b  ,  .5§lb  .  5Jlb.,  and  6lb.  On 
Pri'specb  the  fishermen  killed  eight  peal,  4Jlh.,  4  Ub. 
4lb.,  7|lb.,  41b.,  51b.,  5lb.,  and  51b.:  Mr.  C.  Aim- 
strong  eight  peal  and  one  f^almon.  On  Woodlands, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon,  1 81b.  On 
Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  killed  two  peal,  41b.  and 
61b. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport 
continues  pretty  good  with  brown  trout  on  these 
waters,  but  no  sea- trout  appear  to  have  been  taken 
so  far  on  any  of  them.  Only  a  few  a.igle-s  have 
been  out  recently. — -T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Vast  quantities  of  pouting 
have  been  taken  daily  from  the  pier  this  week 
during  the  periods  of  slack  water,  but  all  larger 
varieties  have  proved  extreme'y  scarce.  Tliough 
several  skilled  anglers  have  fished  patiently  for 
pollack  with  a  great  variety  of  tempting  baits,  not 
one  of  them  has  succeeded  in  landing  a  fis  i.  The 
water  still  contains  large  quantities  of  smeg,  and 
schools  of  mackerel  are  daily  in  evidence,  tnough 
generally  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  shore. 
Angling  visitors  recently  patronising  the  pier 
have  included  Miss  Morgan,  Miss  A.  Smith,  and 
Messrs.  C.  Salter,  G.  Morgan,  J.  Mechvin, 
W.  H.  Bolton,  S.  J.  AVhatley,  C.  Hodgson,  S. 
Boys,  A.  Smith,  F.  Dyer,  and  P.  Baum.  On 
Thursday,  June  29,  Mr.  Turner  hooked  and  landed 
two  rigs,  of  61b.  and  5 Jib.  respective  weights, 
and  on  the  following  day  a  large  number  of  nurse- 
dogs  were  caught,  Mr.  McCann  also  securing  a  6lb. 
rig.  After  a  heavy  catch  of  pouting  on  the 
morning  of  .July  I,  matters  remamed  very  quiet 
until  evening  hours,  when  dogfish  again  took  the 
baits  readily,  Mr.  McCann  once  more  including  a 
Gib.  rig  in  his  day's  catch,  and  Mr.  Baum  scoring 
heavily  late  at  night.  Mr.  Wadd^-ll's  early 
morning  catch  on  July  2  included  two  rigs  of 
7lb.  and  ojlb.,  and  Mr.  Baum's  night  take 
comprised  a  conger  of  5  Jib.  and  some  nurse-dogs. 
Pouting  constituted  the  major  portion  of  the 
day's  catch  on  July  3,  though  a  few  "dogs"  came 
to  hand  in  the  afternoon,  and  Mr.  Branscombe 
hooked  and  landed  one  which  had  broken  away 
from  a  lady  an  hour  and  a  half  previously,  and 
when  brought  up  had  the.  lady's  complete  pater- 
noster and  fifteen  yards  of  line  depending  from  its 
mouth.  Pouting  weie  again  in  great  force  on 
July  4,  and  a  few  smidl  codling  were  also  caught, 
but  nothing  of  a  large  size.  jWednesday  witnessed 
but  limited  sport,  a  few  dogfish,  quantities  of 
small  pouting,  a  large  edible  crab  to  Mr.  Lark- 
man's  rod,  and  a  pa'  r  of  binoculars  by  Mr.  E.  B  ilton, 
making  up  the  day's  total.  Madame  Hess,  Mdlle. 
Demay,  and  Mdlle.  Tison  joined  forces  with  a 
numerous  array  of  anglers  late  in  the  afternoon, 
and  were  more  than  pleased  with  their  respective 
catches  of  pouting.  L.^ter.  —  Mr.  G.  Barton 
landed  a  21b.  plaice  on  mackerel  bait. — J.  Richard- 
son (B.S.A.S.) 

Plymouth. — Pollack  are  sl^ill  very  plentiful  and 
bass  also  in  the  Yealm  estuary,  and  whiting  are 
still  being  landed  in  good  quantities.  In  this  month 
hake  get  very  plentiful — they  evidently  follow  in 
the  pilchards,  wnich  the  Cornishmen  are  now  looking 
out  for.  Skate  also  is  getting  in  season,  and  all 
classes  of  ray  will  be  best  as  food  as  the  autumn 
approaches.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month 
include  pilchard,  herring,  ray,  skate,  launce, 
sturgeon,  mullet,  smelt,  wrasses  in  general,  bream, 
surmullet,  bass,  pollack,  lythe,  hake;  mackerel,  scad, 
dory,  salmon,  trout,  peal,  eel.  conaer,  dab,  brill, 
turbot,  sole,  halibut,  plaice,  flounder. — William 
HE..VBDER  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — We  have  had  another  week  of  dis- 
appointing weather  and  iadilierent  sport.  From 
the  Iron  Pier  and  Marina,  dabs,  pouting,  and  a  few 
bass  have  been  landed ;  from  the  West  Pier,  dabs. 
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pouting,  and  small  whiting — some  of  the  former 
good— have  been  taken.  Mr.  Laker  and  Mr.  White 
have  landed  a  few  good  silver  eels  from  the  harbour. 
On  June  30,  Mr.  Andrews,  fishmonger,  Addington- 
street,  was  showing  nine  bass  going  461b.,  the 
largest  fish  (splendid)  121b.,  netted  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Stour.  A  good  number  of  large  grey  mullet 
have  also  come  to  grief  in  the  same  locality.  The 
fishing  at  Grove  Ferry  is  now  good,  and  intending 
anglers  might  well  remember  the  fact,  two  shillings 
covering  railway  fare  from  here  and  day  fishing 
ticket. — Grey  Mullett. 


Jlssociafiotts,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  on  June  28.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  a  "sides"  competition  in  the  Hare- 
field  section  of  the  society's  water  on  July  23. 
Four  nominations  for  membership  were  put  forward 
and  will  be  dealt  with  in  due  course,  and  the  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  A.  Derry,  announced  that  he  had  received 
applications  for  particulars  of  the  society's  fishery. 
The  list  of  prizes  for  the  current  season  was  added 
to,  and  sundry  routine  matters  of  business  were 
disposed  of.  A  committee  meeting  was  held  on 
June  29,  Mr.  Barnes  in  the  chair.  Tlie  chief 
business  was  the  allotment  of  the  prizes  for  the 
present  season,  and  this  proved  no  light  task. 
Amongst  the  prizes  put  up  for  competition  this 
season  there  will  be  a  challenge  cup,  which  has  been 
subscribed  for  among  members,  for  the  club  cham- 
pionship, but  further  particulars  as  to  this  will  be 
duly  announced.  Several  other  business  matters 
were  discussed  and  disposed  of,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned  till  July  5.  Swims  have  been  cut,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  water-lily  roots  have  been  cleared 
out  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  Harefield  fishery, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  similar  work  will  be  carried  out 
in  the  upper  part  at  an  early  date.  Recent  fishing 
results  show  that  Messrs.  Cracknell,  Blagrave,  and 
Wood-Barrett  had  roach  and  dace,  also  Mr.  Coots, 
roach  (best,  lib.  4oz.),  and  Mr.  Armitage,  perch,  at 
Harefield ;  Mr.  Yarham,  roach  and  dace,  in  the 
Uxbridge  section ;  Mr.  Beatley,  barbel  and  chub 
(best,  21b.  10|oz.),from  Cookham  ;  and  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son, tench  (best,  21b.  3oz.),  from  near  Wraysbury.— 
E.  B. 

Beitish  Sea  Anglebs  Society. 
On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  occupied 
the  "business  chair."  Repot ts  from  agents  at 
stations  were  mostly  from  the  east  and  south  coasts 
down  to  the  Land's  End.  In  Cornwall  sea  angling 
is  becoming  very  active.  At  Barmouth,  in  North 
Wales,  there  have  been  takes  of  bass,  pollack, 
mackerel,  and  whiting,  and  at  Lochinver,  Scot- 
land, haddock  in  quantity,  with  whiting,  cod, 
conger,  and  sea-trout  up  to  4lb.  Mr.  Nickels, 
at  Foikestone,  fishing  close  in,  had  taken  180 
whiting  and  dabs,  and  related  a  true  incident. 
One  fish  did  take  the  mackerel  bait  off  his  lower 
hook,  then  tried  for  the  worm  upon  the  upper 
one,  and  was  hooked;  upon  unhooking  it  was 
found  that  this  upper  hook  had  been  properly  baited 
by  the  fish  itself  with  the  mackerel  bait  Irom  the 
lower  one,  and — Mr.  Nickels  was  believed,  Mr. 
Summers  had  moderate  sport  at  Newhaven — 
a  few  bass— and  again  observed  bass  chasing 
small  dabs  to  the  top  of  the  water  and  then 
eating  them.  Mr.  Pickup,  the  Secretary,  announced 
that  he  was  sending  out  the  new  Pocket 
Book  Insert,  and  called  attention  to  the  further 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  the  Society's 
fishing  stations.  In  1901-2  there  were  52  ;  1902-3, 
153;  1903-4,  263;  and  now  320,  all  on  the  coast  of 
the  '  British  Isles.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  had  not  yet 
found  the  owner  of  the  Chinese  sketches.  The 
•competition  for  the  Committee  Cup  had  commenced 
on  July  i.  Mr.  Boy  ton  then  took  the  chair  for  the 
social  meeting,  calling  upon  Mr.  Donald  Mcintosh  to 
read  his  paper  upon  the  fishing  in  the  Humber.  It 
was  not  claimed  that  the  Humberdistrict  was  famous 
for  the  fish  caught,  far  from  it,  but  Mr.  Mcintosh 
pointed  out  that  there  were  fish  there,  for  he  had 
caught  them.  Flounders,  codling,  soles  and  eels, 
and  of  decent  size.  At  Paull,  thiee  miles  below 
Hull,  there  was  a  pier,  where  fishing  could  be  had. 
Lower  down,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Humber, 
down  to  and  below  Great  Grimsby,  good  boat  fishing 
could  be  obtained.  The  true  smelt  was  plentiful, 
and  the  speaker's  tackle  for  taking  them  shown— the 
hooUs  cleveily  whipped  to  the  ends  of  bristles, 
which,  when  secured  to  the  line,  stretched  round  it, 
stood  out  like  little  booms,  and  proved  to  be  a  very 
killing  tackle  for  the  small  fish.  Cleethorpes,  though 
not  actually  on  the  Humber,  was  near,  and  very 
cheaply  reached  from  Hull— the  fishing  there  was 
good.  Messrs.  Minchin,  Summers,  the  Chairman, 
and  other  members  added  to  the  inforniation  given. 
Bass,  it  appears,  is  not  found  there — in  fact,  any- 
where noith  of  the  Wash.    The  papers  on  Penzance 


and  Valentia  were  not  read,  but  the  Chairman 
very  readily  and  very  cleverly  at  short  notice  filled 
the  void,  .so  far  as  Penzance  is  concerned,  pro- 
nouncing the  fishing  to  be  nearly  all  that  could  be 
desired,  the  boats'  good,  [the  fi.shermen — esoecially 
the  favourite,  "  Billy  Taylor  " — nearly  perfect,  ac- 
comodation excellent,  and  of  all  sort?.  Thenumerous 
fish ing  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood  were  described , 
suitable  tackle  explained ;  the  lover  of  conger 
night  fishing  could  have  it  there,  and  plenty  of  excite- 
ment with  spurdogs  and  shark.  Bait  no  trouble. 
Mr.  Hyde  and  other  members  gave  much  additional 
information,  received  with  so  much  interest  that  a 
rather  late  night  ensued — there  was  so  much  to 
be  said  about  Penzance  and  the  Society's  agent 
there,  Mr.  Rowe,  and  his  son  came  in  for  some  very 
pretty  compliments;  and  all  said  deservedly. 
Harry  Craft  wa^i  spoken  of  as  a  good  boatman  and 
fisherman.  In  fact,  for  .July  and  August  the  place 
is  not  to  be  beaten.  Several  members  declared 
their  intention  to  go  there.  The  customary  votes 
of  thanks  closed  the  meeting,  and  it  was  announced 
that  next  Wednesday  evening,  July  12,  Mr.  John 
Dryden  would  read  a  paper  on  Rothesay  and  Ayr, 
and  Mr.  R.  J.  Sowter  one  on  Ilfracombe. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  C.  Salisbury  presiding. 
Fishing  reports  were  not  of  great  importance  ;  how- 
ever, some  fine  dace  had  been  taken  at  the  society's 
Wraysbury  water  by  the  chairman  ;  dace  being  also 
taken  at  the  same  place  by  Messrs.  Higgs  and 
Green ;  and  perch  by  Mr.  Hurren,  the  latter  gentle- 
man also  taking  roach  at  Hertford.  Mr.  Orpin 
reported  some  eight  or  nine  "  prehistoric  "  roach, 
from  the  Crystal  Palace  "Antediluvian"  lake,  and 
Mr.  Merritt,  roach  and  bream  at  Elstree ;  Mr.  Wolff 
showed  a  beautiful  carp  of  about  21b  ,  taken  at 
Molesey  Weir — having  also  taken  fish  at  other 
places.  Mr.  Beeemie  reported  large  take  of  soles 
at  Southend.  C.mditions  were  notified  as  to  the 
competition  for  the  beautiful  "  Trout  Cup,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Martinez ;  also  prehminary  arrange- 
ments for  the  "Punt  Competition"  at  Hampton 
on  July  18,  for  which  event  those  intending  to 
participate  are  requested  to  give  in  their  names  at 
the  next  meeting,  July  11.  Prizes  on  the  occasion 
are  offered  for  the  best  three  roach,  by  Mr.  Thomp- 
son ;  for  the  best  three  dace,  by  Mr.  T.  Gilbert ;  and 
for  the  best  single  barbel,  by  Mr.  Martinez.  Dr. 
W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  exhibited  a  specimen  of  the 
pernicious  weaver  fish,  also  a  painting  in  oils  of  the 
same,  by  Miss  Ladell,  votes  of  thanks  and  appre- 
ciation being  passed  to  both  Dr.  and  Miss  Ladell. 
The  principal  event  of  the  evening  was  the  reading 
by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  of  a  very  entertaining  and 
instructive  paper  on  "Bridportand  its  Fisheries," 
which  was  listened  to  most  intently,  it  being  a 
capital  example  of  what  a  paper  of  this  kind  should 
be,  as  without  prolixity  full  particulars — or,  at  any 
rate,  all  those  required — were  given  of  the  place, 
its  people,  how  to  get  there,  the  cost,  the  fish  and 
fishing,  and  the  tackle  to  be  used;  all  this  being 
imparted  in  the  most  agreeable  way.  Needless  to 
say,  perhaps,  the  paper  was  a  great  success,  and 
Mr.  Parker — after  adequate  comment — received  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast, 
and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  closed 
the  proceedings  of  a  very  successful  meeting. — Hon. 
Sec". 

Greenwich  Angling  Society. 

On  Wednesday,  June  28,  twenty-five  members 
and  friends  journeyed  to  Harpenden  to  present  our 
late  chairman,  Mr.  T.  J.  Church,  with  a  drawing-room 
clock.  On  arrival,  after  a  stroll  through  the  village, 
we  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast  which  was  pro- 
vided by  the  Misses  Church.  After  dinner  our 
president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  in  proposing  "  Success 
to  Mr.  Church  in  his  new  venture,"  presented  the 
clock  as  a  mark  of  respect  and  esteem  from  the 
Greenwich  anglers,  and  trusted  he  would  live  many 
years  to  look  at  it  for  the  "correct  time."  Mr.  Church, 
in  reply,  said  it  gave  him  the  greatest  pleasure  to 
see  his  brother  anglers,  and  wished  them  the  success 
they  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  that  he  should 
always  remember  the  many  pleasant  times  they  had 
had  together.  On  the  front  of  the  clock  was  a 
plate  engraved,  "  Presented  to  Mr.  T.  J.  Church 
from  the  Greenwich  Angling  Society."  Among  the 
members  present  were  Messrs.  Marshall,  Dupere, 
Young,  Clark,  etc.  The  arrangements  for  the 
outing  were  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Gorton. — 
J.  Dryden,  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  presided  over  the  cornmittee 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Among  the  business  trans- 
acted was  the  voting  of  £1  Is.  to  the  T.A.P.S. 
No  programmes  will  be  issued  in  July  or  August,  but 
matters  of  importance  will,  as  they  arise,  be 
notified  to  members  through  the  angling  papers. 
At  the  ordinary   meeting    Mr.    S.    Cheeld  was 


voted  to  the  chair,  and  an  informal  discussion 
on  the  best  means  to  adopt  to  improve  the 
Che=8  fishery  took  place.  An  outing  to  Kelvedon 
on  July  15  was  mooted,  and  members  desirous  of 
taking  part  are  requested  to  communicate  with  the 
hon.  sec,  in  order  that  the  necessary  arrangements 
may  be  made.  A  new  member  was  elected.  The 
heavy  rains  of  June  30  and  July  1  quite  spoilt  the 
week-end,  fishing  on  the  Chess,  and  very  few  good 
fish  were  taken.  Mr.  Saunders,  however,  had  a 
brace  and  a  half,  but  beyond  this  little  was 
recorded. — Hon.  Sec. 

Pi.scatorial  Society. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting,  when  some  very  satisfactory  angling 
experiences  were  recorded.  Mr.  Robert  Bradford 
was  able  to  report  that  excellent  sport  was  con- 
tinued to  be  had  on  the  Lacnbourn  with  the  red  and 
silver  sedge.  Many  members  were  down  for  the 
week-end,  and  all  had  fish.  Mr.  Bradford  himself 
killed  a  couple  of  brace  of  nice  ones,  and  returned 
several  under  the  size  limit.  Mr.  Stallibrass  had 
taken  chub  on  the  Kennet.  Mr.  W.  M.  Colles 
creeled  a  brace  of  beautiful  fish,  weighing  31b.  8oz., 
and  lost  many  other  good  fish  through  their  coming 
uncommonly  short.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  on  the  Itchen, 
did  well,  getting  a  brace  of  fine  trout  and  several 
grayling.  The  killing,  flies  were  the  Tup  and  the 
Smut  with  badger  hackle,  black  body,  and  silver 
tag.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  on  the  same  river,  basketed 
two  brace  of  retainable  trout  and  some  grayling, 
and  on  a  private  part  of  the  Colne  took  a  leash  of 
good  fish  scaling  51b.  4oz. ,  a  pretty  trio.  Mr. 
Brown's  most  successful  flies  were  Duff  Gordon's 
Smut  and  the  Wickham.  On  the  Uxbridge  water 
Mr.  Smith  killed  a  51b.  trout,  and  the  chairman 
landed  no  fewer  than  seven  different  kinds  of  fish 
with  fly  and  bait.  Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  killed  a 
brace  of  good  fish  at  Brambridge.  Mr.  J.  H.  Ball 
will  preside  at  the  annual  summer  dinner  at  New- 
bury, on  Saturday,  the  22ad  inst. — Hon.  Sec,  pro 
tern. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 

On  June  30  a  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at 
headquarters,  the  president,  Mr.  H.  P.  Isaac  (winner 
of  the  South  of  England  Championship  Shield,  1904), 
in  the  chair.  Fishing  reports  were  numerous,  Mr. 
F.  C.  Williams  and  the  hon.  secretary  having  taken 
some  fine  tench,  rudd,  and  bream  in  the  Large  Broad 
at  Upton,  Norfolk  ;  Messrs.  Anthony  and  Ashmead, 
dace  and  jack  from  the  club  waters  at  Rickmans- 
worth,  also  a  fine  chub  taken  by  Mr.  Post.  Seven 
new  members  were  elected.  Two  fine  trout  taken 
from  the  club  water  now  grace  the  walls  of  head- 
quarters.— A.  E.  Jaevls. 

Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 

The  fortnightly  sea  fishing  competition  in  con- 
nection with  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea 
Angling  Society  was  held  recently,  but  owing  to 
counter  attractions  only  eight  boats  procreded  to 
sea.  The  result  of  the  catch  was  in  every  way 
satisfactory,  the  scales  weighing  in  some  2Jcwt.  of 
fish.  For  the  local  competition  the  prizes  were 
offered  by  Mr.  T.  T.  L.  Scarisbrick  to  boatmen. 
The  result  was:  Mr.  S.  H.  W^allis'  boat  (boatman 
Carter),  341b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  B.  Risley  (Burridge),  32|lb. ; 
Mr.  Partlock  (Dare).  271b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell 
(C.  Cook),  27^1b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Brown  (T.  Wells),  23|lb. ; 
Mr.  Bleathman'(Talbot),  23pb. ;  Mr.  W.  Stoodley, 
19|lb.  ;  Mr.  GuUeck  (Hawkins),  18|lb. ;  Major 
Seymour  (Hines),  9^1b.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
John  Dory  was  caught  in  Wells'  boat.  A  two-days' 
fishing  festival  will  be  held  on  July  26-27.— S.  H. 
Wallis. 


From  the  Yorktehire  Evening  News  the  following 
is  culled : — "  A  great  number  of  anglers  attended 
the  Lifeboat  Saturday  gala,  held  at  Roundhay 
Park,  on  .July  1,  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the 
novel  spectacle  of  a  male  swimmer  played  like  a  fish 
at  the  end  of  a  rod  and  line.  There  were  two  events, 
the  first  one  being  the  attempt  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Grassham, 
the  well-known  Yorkshire  angler,  to  land  Mr.  F.  Boyd 
who  weighs  some  18st.  Eight  minutes  was  the  time 
allotted  to  accomplish  the  feat,  but,  unfortunately, 
after  about  five  minutes  had  elapsed,  during  which 
time  Mr.  Grassham  played  his  fish  most  scientifically, 
the  line  broke  close  to  the  strap  fastening  it  to  the 
swimmer's  body  belt,  and,  therefore,  the  '  fish  '  won. 
The  second  event  was  a  contest  between  Mr.  Wm. 
Almond  (angler)  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Stuart  (fish).  The 
swimmer  in  this  case  had  not  the  bulk  of  Mr.  Boyd, but 
was  a  very  strong  and  active  swimmer.  The  angler, 
however,  had  it  all  his  own  way,  and  within  a  space 
of  three  minutes  had  hauled  him  up  to  the  landing- 
stage.  The  rod  was  a  'Schroeder'  pike  rod,  built 
purposely  for  use  among  the  pike  of  Hornsea  Mere, 
and  the  line  and  reel  of  ordinary  size  for  pike  fishing, 
the  entire  outfit  being  supplied  by  Messrs.  Walbran, 
Limited." 
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Provineial  flfigling  fiotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  nice  change  in  the  weather,  which 
has  done  much  to  improve  matters.  The  recent 
rains,  together  with  a  cooler  atmosphere,  with  a 
not  too  bright  sky,  has  been  the  means  of  our  local 
anglers  meeting  with  better  sport.  Still  more  rain 
is  required.  What  we  have  had  has  done  good  as 
far  as  the  Avon  and  Trent  are  concerned,  but  the 
Severn  requires  a  good  flush  to  clear  away  the 
weeds,  which  in  some  of  the  parts  in  the  shallow 
districts  near  to  Bewdley  and  Arley  extend  almost 
across  the  river.  The  Trent  in  the  Alrewas 
district  is  reported  to  be  in  good  condition  for 
all  kinds  of  bottom  fishing ;  some  good  catches 
of  301b.  and  401b.  of  chub  have  been  taken,  but  the 
roach  are  not  yet  on  the  feed,  and  are  reported  to 
be  still  out  of  condition.  On  the  Avon  sport  all 
round  has  considerably  improved.  Roach,  dace, 
and  perch  are  feeding  freely  in  the  Bidford  and 
riadbury  districts,  but  the  bream  are  not  yet  on 
the  move.  All  along  the  Avon  eel  fishing  has  been 
good,  owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  elements, 
as  we  have  had  lightning  and  thunder  all  over  the 
Midlands  during  the  past  week.  At  Evesham  sport 
has  been  good  with  the  roach  and  perch.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Hearts  of  Oak,  who  rent  a  grand  stretch 
of  water  on  the  river  Penk,  near  to  Stafford,  have 
had  some  good  sport ;  since  the  season  has  opened 
they  have  had  some  grand  sport  with  the  roach. 
One  of  the  members,  Mr.  Morris,  took  seven  roach 
over  1  lb.  each,  the  largest  being  1  lb.  4oz.  Mr. 
Harding  had  three  dace  weighing  21b.  l^oz.,  the 
largest  fish  weighing  llioz. ;  chub  and  eeU  were 
also  taken,  and  the  canal  which  runs  adjacent 
also  yielded  some  good  sport.  The  Princess  of 
Wales  Society  are  in  luck's  way — they  have  lately 
been  presented  with  a  twenty-guinea  challenge 
cup  by  Messrs.  R.  and  F.  Wilkes  for  competition 
at  their  annual  contests,  the  cup  to  be  won  two 
years  in  succession,  or  three  times  in  all ;  the 
club,  which  looks  like  coming  to  the  front,  had  a 
fine  gathering  on  Thursday  evening  last,  when  a 
special  concert  was  held,  over  which  Mr.  H.  W. 
Miller,  the  general  secretary  of  the  P.  A.  A., 
presided.  The  Canadian  Club  is  due  at  Wyre 
Piddle  on  July  16,  the  Hearts  of  Oak  at  Upton- 
on- Severn  on  Sept.  24,  the  Dog  and  Partridge 
at  Defford  on  Sept.  3,  the  Lamp  Society 
on  the  last  Sunday  in  July  at  Offenham,  near 
Evesham,  when  £30  worth  of  prizes  will  be  con- 
tested for,  independent  of  the  £15  challenge  cup. 
The  Travellers'  Rest  will  be  at  Eckington  on 
Aug.  20  to  fish  for  their  silver  challenge  cup 
and  £20  worth  of  prizes.  All  the  arrange- 
ments are  now  complete  for  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  outing  and  contest  at  Alrewas 
on  Saturday,  July  8;  the  tickets  have  been  in 
great  request,  and  with  the  good  weather  we  are 
now  having  the  contest  will  no  doubt  be  a  great 
success. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Bream  fishing  during  the  past  week  has  been 
prosecuted  with  an  extraordinary  amount  of  success 
and  the  large  number  of  rods  which  have  been  at 
work  in  the  Boston  district  have  experienced  a 
remarkably  busy  time.  The  reaches  of  the  Witham 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Sluice  have 
yielded  some  wonderfully  good  bags,  and  it  is  here 
that  the  best  sport  has  probably  been  had.  Worm 
maggots,  and  bread  paste  have  all  proved  service- 
able baits,  but  the  first-named  has  accounted  for 
some  of  the  heaviest  bream,  which  have  weighed  up 
to  61b.  apiece.  Individual  anglers  have  killed  as 
much  as  3  stone  of  fish  as  the  result  of  a  day's  sport. 
The  middle  reaches — that  is,  the  Bardney  and  Kirk- 
stead  districts — have  also  been  fished  with  excellent 
results.  Roach  fishing  is  now  pretty  generally  com- 
mencing, but  some  rods  will  hold  off  for  another 
week.  The  fish  are  showing  sport  to  both  the 
maggot  and  worm,  and  those  specimens  which  have 
already  come  to  hand  were  in  very  fair  condition 
Forty-foot  anglers  are  still  confining  their  attentions 
to  the  upper  and  lower  reaches. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  are  all  in  first-class  condition, 
and  from  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  some' 
nice  roach  have  been  taken  both  with  maggot  and 
strawbait;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  below  Hemp- 
holme  shoals  of  grand  roach  are  on  the  move,  and 
at  Watton  Beck,  Aike  Beck,  Leven  Lock*  and 
Arram  Beck-ends,  some  fine  perch,  roach,  and  odd 
trout  of  over  1  lb.  each  have  been  taken  during  the 
past  week.  The  lower  watei  s  are  getting  into  much 
better  condition,  and  at  Beverley  Beck-end  some 
good  roach  and  bream  are  being  taken  with 
maggots.    At  Wawne,  Cicey,  and  Dunswell  a  few 


decent-sized  fish  are  also  being  taken  both  with 
maggot  and  paste.  The  Driffield  Canal  and  Froding- 
ham  Beck  are  in  first-class  order  for  either  fly  or 
minnow,  and  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout  are  being 
secured,  and  dace  are  rising  well  at  the  fly,  fish  up  to 
Jib.  each  being  secured.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal 
is  in  fair  trim,  and  shoals  of  large  bream  reported 
in  the  Staddlethorpe  Bridge  and  Broomfleet  dis- 
tricts; At  Newport  and  T'oulness  entrance  some  fair 
catches  of  roach  and  bream  are  also  being  taken  by 
local  anglers.  The  Lincolnshire  waters  are  in  first- 
cla^s  order  and  fish  plentiful.  On  June  28,  Mr.  H. 
Cornell,  of  Hull,  took  over  two  stone  of  good 
bream  on  the  River  Ancholme,  his  best  fish  being 
3|lb.,  and  above  Brigg  bream  of  31b.,  41b.,  and  rAh. 
each  are  reported.  On  June  28,  the  Wednesday 
A.  A.,  of  Hull,  opened  their  season  on  the  Ancholme 
near  to  Castlethorpe  Bridge.  Mr.  William  Crossland 
was  first  with  4lb.  14oz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

A  little  evening  and  night  fishing  is  all  that  is 
being  attempted  amongst  the  trout  on  our  local 
streams,  and  the  general  results  are  not  of  an  exciting 
kind  just  at  present.  Trout  feed  and  rise  well,  but 
are  coming  very  short  to  the  artificial  fly.  As  an 
instance,  I  might  say  that  I  had  a  try  on  Saturday 
night  last  on  the  Kent,  starting  fishing  at  10.15, 
and  finishing  at  11.30.  During  that  time  nearly 
every  cast  produced  a  "  pull,"  but  the  bag  at  the 
end  only  consisted  of  half-a-dozen  fish — albeit  good 
ones.  This  little  instance  is  about  the  general  run 
of  things.  By  the  way,  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
remark  that  during  the  whole  of  that  time  an  otter 
kept  me  company,  although  I  was  fishing  the  stream 
where  it  runs  through  the  town  of  Kendal.  There 
has  been  rather  a  better  run  of  sea- trout  within  the 
last  few  days,  but  they  are  not  feeding  with  any 
freedom  as  yet.  I  was  down  the  Kent  the  other 
evening,  and  saw,  during  the  night,  a  nice  lot  of 
these  fish  coming  up  over  the  thin  water  at  the  tail 
end  of  a  dub.  Mr.  Hayes  took  three  the  same  night, 
two  21b.  apiece,  the  other  a  pounder. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

If  there  are  two  events  of  exceptional  interest 
to-day  they  are  one  at  Worsley,  when  the  Farn worth 
Association  fish  for  the  Fletcher  Challenge  cup,  and 
the  Open  or  All- England  Match  at  Broadheath. 
The  Bolton  Anglers,  on  Saturday  last,  were  chiefly 
concerned  with  the  N.A.A.  premier  event,  but  for 
those  that  stayed  at  home  local  waters  had  a 
fascination  of  a  varying  character.  One  good  soul 
thinks  it  wonderful  that  roach  think  fit  to  spawn  on 
stones.  The  BoUin  appears  to  have  got  into  first-class 
trim  by  recent  rains,  for  both  trout  and  coarse  fish 
have  been  taken  in  fair  quantities.  Either  Warrington 
have  nothing  of  interest  to  report  or  else  they  are 
weary  in  sending  on  reports,  and  as  for  Liverpool 
not  a  report  is  to  hand. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

We  are  in  the  throes  of  matches  or  contests,  and 
individual  efforts  sink  into  insignificance,  for  on 
every  hand  it  is  a  case  of  going  for  prizes.  Tliere  is 
one  exception,  and  very  likely  more  will  be  heard 
of  it,  for  one  of  our  city  rods  has  taken  a  fine  trout 
at  Clonbur,  over  111b.,  and  in  an  unlikely  water. 
More  power  to  his  arm,  or,  more  correctly 
speaking,  to  his  rod,  for  he  deserves  it ;  his 
modesty,  however,  keeps  his  name  a  strict  secret. 
If  only  space  were  available  I  should  like  to  deal 
with  the  doings  of  the  Welcomb,  Sportsmen, 
Ardwick,  Royal  Walton,  Weaste,  Craven,  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  Albion,  Hulme  Crown,  and  many 
others,  who  naturally  like  to  see  their  doings  in  the 
Fishing  Oazette,  but  it  cannot  be.  If  there  is  one 
club  worth  a  special  it  is  the  Hulme  Crown  for  they 
always  were  a  good  crew.  Then  the  Craven  and 
Pendleton  societies  are  having  their  "Big  All- 
England  Open  Contest,"  and  it  will  be  big. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Barbel  anglers  on  the  Clifton  and  Wilford  waters 
of  the  Trent  have  been  getting  additional  fish 
on  the  gravels  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm. 
They  were  mostly  on  the  small  side,  and  in  fairly 
good  condition.  Bigger  specimens  were  secured  at 
Col  wick  Weir  head.  Through  heavy  rains  the  river 
has  undergone  a  much  needed  rise,  the  change 
bringing  down  huge  masses  of  weeds  and  other 
rubbish.  The  clearance,  or  partial  clearance,  will 
do  much  good.  Plenty  of  eels  have  fallen  to  the 
worm,  and  in  private  waters,  apart  from  the  river, 
some  choice  roach,  tench,  eels^  and  pike  have  been 
landed  by  Mr.  T.  Barnett  and  Mr.  Harold  Collins, 
the  latter  of  the  South- West  Pi- catorials.  Wands- 
worth-road,  London.  Mr.  Collins,  whilst  reaching 
with  paste  on  a  No.  12  hook,  had  the  bait  seized 
by  a  21b.  jack,  which  he  succeeded,  amid  a  shoal 
of  weeds,|in  getting  safely  into  the  landing-net. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  nice  downfall  of  rain, 
which    has    affected    our    rivers,    the  Teme 


espo(^iulIy,  which  has  been  much  discoloured  ;  it  wa« 
just  wliat  was  wanted,  the  water  was  low  and  stale, 
and  the  fish  were  off  feed,  now  we  hope  for  improved 
sport.  Messrs.  Turner  and  Williams  had  nice 
baskets  of  trout  from  protected  water  on  Tuesday, 
thoy  wont  woll  at  both  maggot  and  fly.  Mr. 
Thompson  had  three  braco  of  nice  fish  from  a 
tributary  of  the  Teme,  others,  one  or  two  brace 
each.  Early  morning  and  evening  fishing  has 
been  good  among  the  coarse  fish,  and  the  eels 
have  given  fine  sport  to  the  bottom  anglT,  in 
the  rivers  and  in  canal,  and  they  have  run  large. 
In  the  Avon,  at  Defford,  on  July  2,  L.  Knight, 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Club,  caught  thirteen  fine 
chub  and  some  very  fine  eels  ;  J.  Minton,  of  the 
same  club,  had  a  big  catch,  the  vamprey  proving 
a  killing  bait ;  J.  Price,  Fountain  Club,  had 
81b.  chub  and  .3lb.  roach  ;  W.  Smith,  14lb.  chub.  ; 
T.  H.  Cooper,  thirty  fine  roach  and  dace,  in  the 
Teme;  H.  Saunders,  twenty-four  roa^ih,  with 
stewed  wheat,  others  had  good  mixed  creels  of  fish. 
The  Worcester  City  Club  had  their  first  Thursday 
competition,  in  their  club  water,  Lower  Teme,  on 
Thur  sday,  June  29 ;  there  was  a  good  show 
of  members.  Weather  very  hot.  Weighing  in  at 
headquarters,  the  Bull's  Head  Inn,  the  winners 
were:  Ist  prize,  Mr.  Painting,  5lb.  12|-oz. ;  2nd, 
Mr.  Loach,  4lb.  ll|oz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  Hobson,  21b.  ejoz.; 
4th,  Mr.  Cooper,  21b.  3Joz. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  three  hours'  competition  in  the  Ouse  waters  at 
Nun  Monkton  opened  the  sea^^on  for  the  York 
Navigation  A.  A.  on  July  1.  The  party  numbered 
forty,  who  enjoyed  good  sport.  The  fish  caught 
weighed  101b.  lOJoz.,  which  consisted  chiefly  of 
roach  and  dace,  with  very  few  bottom  fish.  Mr. 
Morrell  Booker  had  the  largest  haul,  21b.  Q-^oz.,  and 
also  took  Mr.  Park's  special  far  a  roach  weighing 
8:^oz.,  being  the  largest  fish  taken.  Mr.  Arthur 
Willis  was  second,  and  Mr.  John  Wrigglesworth 
third.  St.  Lawrence  Friendly  did  their  first  business 
at  Sutton,  in  the  club  waters,  on  the  1st  inst., 
having  beautiful  weather  and  fair  ly  good  conditions 
for  angling.  The  catch  was  good,  Mr.  J.  Green 
taking  the  most  fish  in  bulk,  4lb.  7^oz.  Mr. 
Albert  Jonas  was  second,  31b.  4oz.  Each  angler 
caught  a  roach  weighing  12^oz.,  and  Mr.  Jonas' 
fish  just  had  the  pull  of  Mr.  Green's  for  Mr. 
Knutt's  special  for  the  heaviest  fish  (a  pipe  and 
tobacco  pouch),  Mr.  H.  Fowler  was  third.  The 
Yorkshire  Herald  A.A.  had  the  first  match  of  the 
season  at  West  Cottingwith,  where  Mr.  Dunnington- 
Jefferson  granted  permission  to  fish,  on  July  1. 
The  outing  was  keenly  appreciated  by  the  "  night 
hands  "  of  the  staff,  many  of  whom  love  the  fresh 
air  of  the  country  even  more  than  their  creels.  The 
rain  that  threatened  in  the  morning  never  came, 
and  the  drive  from  York  was  a  very  pleasant  one. 
The  Derwent  was  very  clear,  and  fish  needed  tempt- 
ing bait  before  they  would  bite.  On  the  whole, 
there  was  a  fairly  good  catch  eis  regards  weight,  but 
the  sample  was  small.    E.  Foote  led  with  31b.  2Joz. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  returns  from  the  principal  angling  stations 
show  that  sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  usual 
standard  anywhere.  The  weather  has  been  sultry 
and  calm,  and  angling  has  been  practically  out  of 
the  question,  generally  speaking,  until  the  late 
evenings.  Peal  are  still  running  up  in  good  numbers 
in  the  principal  waters  on  the  western  coast, 
especially  in  those  waters  that  issue  from  or  are 
connected  with  lakes.  Sea  angling  continues  to 
afford  much  sport  at  pollack  and  other  fish  at 
Waterville,  Valentia,  and  a  few  other  places  in 
Kerry.  At  the  first  mentioned  station  two  gentle- 
men, out  from  the  Bay  view  Hotel,  had  forty  pollack 
in  a  few  hours  a  few  days  ago. 

North  or  Ireland. 

The  flax  crop,  which  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
success  of  angling  in  northern  waters  in  the  coming 
month,  promises  to  be  early  this  year.  The  Maine 
is  running  low,  and  the  same  applies  to  the  Sixmile- 
water.  The  Clough,  Clady,  and  other  rivers  empty- 
ing into  Lough  Neagh,  on  the  county  Antrim  side, 
are  much  too  low  tor  fly  fishing.  Experts  in  clear 
water  worm  fishing  have  had  sport. 


Mr.  Joseph  Bulmore,  a  well-known  Carlisle 
angler,  died  on  June  23,  in  the  seventieth  year  of 
his  age.  The  deceased  was  in  early  life  a  fish-hook 
dresser  and  an  ardent  disci^jle  of  the  gentle  art. 
He  sat  on  the  town  council  for  a  considerable  per  iod, 
was  a  member  of  the  Car  lisle  Board  of  Guardians 
for  several  years,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
manife?ted  a  great  interest  in  Poor  Law  administra- 
tion. He  was  a  keen  angler  to  the  last,  and  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  purification  of  the  River 
Eden  below  Carlisle. — G. 


34 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  8,  1905 


^offings  bp  fJ)c  i^au. 

"It  is  a  saying  of  Plato's  that  no  Soul  misses 
truth  of  her  own  goodwill.  The  same  may  he  said 
with  reference  to  justice,  sobriety,  good-nature,  and 
the  like.  Be  'particularly  careful  to  remember  this,  for 
it  will  help  to  sweeter^   your    temper." — Mabcus 

AUBELIUS. 


In  May.  1894,  there  were  placed  in  one  of  the 
pools  of  the  New  York  Aquarium  fifty-five  young 
striped  bass  about  lOin.  long  and  half  a  pound  in 
weight;  after  eleven  years  twenty-s-ix  remain,  all 
full  grown  and  hardy;  the  Itirgest  is  32in.  in  length. 
In  the  pool  formerly  occupied  by  the  sea-cow  will 
be  found  a  green  turtle  from  Florida  weighing 
3131b.,  measuring  3Jft.  in  length  on  its  top  shell ; 
it  is  nearly  5ft.  long  from  its  beak  to  the  end  of  its 
tail ;  it  is  eating  well ;  it  feeds  on  sea-lettuce  and 
eel-grass.  The  feeding  of  snapping  turtles  always 
attracts  the  visitor ;  they  are  fed  three  times  a 
week  in  summer  on  raw  heef  cut  up  in  small 
chunks,  which  is  handed  down  to  them  on  the  end 
of  a  stick ;  they  will  sometimes  capture  a  chicken 
while  lying  in  wait  on  the  land,  and  fish  are  often 
taken  while  swimming  by  them,  their  head  only 
showing  out  of  the  pond. 


"  Under' the  auspices  of  the  National  Sea  Anglers' 
Federation,  a  three  days'  sea  angling  festival  will 
be  held  by  the  Eastbourne  S.^-a  Angling  Society. 
The  dates  are  fixed  for  July  22,  23,  and  24.  The 
competition  will  be  from  boats  and  pier.  The 
prizes  include  a  gold  medal,  presented  by  the 
N.S.A.F.  ;  the  "Bruford"  Silver  Challenge  Cup; 
and  the  Eastbourne  Chronicle  Cup.  Entry  forms 
and  all  further  particulars  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  hnn.  sec,  Mr.  L.  R.  Goggs,  17, 
Greystone-buildings,  South-street,  Eastbourne.  The 
minimum  scale  for  "specimen"  fish  is  a  commend- 
ably  high  one,  but  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  land 
a  dogBsh  of  81b.,  a  conger  of  101b.,  or  pouting  or 
whiting  of  1  lb. — but  we  shall  see.  The  arrangements 
are  in  capable  hands,  the  rules  very  explicit,  and 
given  decent  weather  the  Eastbourne  anglers  and 
their  friends  should  have  an  extremely  enjoyable 
outing. 


That  Tebrible  Pike. 

I  HAVE  heard  of  the  terrible  Turk, 
And  experienced  the  terrible  Tike, 

Admired  the  terrible  Greek, 

And  now  comes  the  terrible  Pike. 

That  a  terrible  terror  was  he, 

I  am  sure  all  anglers  feel — 
To  Jump  five  feet  with  glee, 

And  bite  a  poor  boy  on  the  heel. 

There  are  terrible  things  in  the  sea. 
And  terrors  in  stream  and  on  shore ; 

But  the  greatest  pleasure  to  me 
Is  that  this  terrible  pike's  no  more. 

When  next  I  fishing  go, 
No  qualms  of  danger  I'll  feel; 

My  legs  and  feet  will  be 
Encased  in  Bessemer  steel. 

— Wing. 


Salmon  Raised  in  Captivity. 
An  historic  fish  kept  for  nine  years  in  captivity 
by  Capt.  Cooper,  of  New  Westminster,  B.C.,  has 
recently  died,  says  the  Pacific  Fisherman.  It  was 
a  sockeye  salmon,  and  was  taken  from  the  Bon  Ac- 
cord Hatchery  in  1895,  soon  after  it  was  hatched. 
It  was  then  placed  in  a  large  tank  of  water  in 
the  rear  of  Capt.  Cooper's  residence,  the  tank 
being  supplied  with  a  natural  flow  of  spring  water. 
No  food  was  ever  given  the  fish,  and  though  it 
apparently  got  plenty  to  live  on,  its  growth  was 
stunted.  Wliile  a  perfect  sockeye  in  every  respect, 
it  only  reached  a  length  of  ten  inches,  but  was  as 
brisk  and  lively  as  any  salmon.  The  experiment 
amply  demonstrates  that  fry  can  be  raised  to  any 
stage  in  fresh  water  and  may  be  liberated  when 
best  able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 


^  Mb.  W.  J.  PovEY,  the  new  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Lychnobite  •  Angling  Society,  announces  a  com- 
petition at  Chestiunt  on  J uly  22  and  23. 


P  '  The  Pioneer,  the  new  motor  fishing  boat  acquired 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for  Scotland,  and 
controlled  by  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board,  has  made 
a  successful  tiial  run  from  Atistruther,  on  the  Fife 
coast,  to  Custom  Hou-e,  bel  ^w  London  Bridge,  and 
on  Moi  day  comi  leted  her  experi  i.ental  tups  with 
a  sh  rt  spill  down  the  river.  It  is  hoped,  says  the 
Morni  g  l.iader,  s  ■  uld  the  Pioneer  pr  ve  fUi  cesnful 
as  a  practical  ijshiug  ciait,  tnat  tliose  fidueriiien 


whose  interests  at  present  suffer  severely  from  the 
competition  of  steam  drifters,  which  only  capitalists 
can  afford  to  equip  and  maintain,  will  fit  out  their 
boats  with  these  or  similar  motors.  The  power  is 
intended  to  be  of  a  purely  auxiliary  character,  and 
it  is  designed  to  give  a  speed  of  three  knots  in  calm 
weather  when  the  sails  are  not  drawing. 


"  Vybnwy  "  writes  : — "  Last  week  the  Buckley 
Otter  Hounds — or,  as  they  are  now  termed,  the 
'  B.  O.  H.'  (North  Wales),  to  distinguish  them  from 
the  Bucks  Otter  Hounds — had  three  days  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Llanymynech  to  hunt  the  Tanat 
and  Cain,  but  although  several  otters  were  seen 
only  one  was  accounted  for.  This  was  on  the  Tanat 
above  Llangedwyn  on  the  Thursday.  The  otter  was 
not  dislodged  from  its  holt  till  late  in  the  afternoon, 
and  fe  »rs  were  expressed  that  time  would  not  allow 
the  hunt  to  be  concluded  before  the  last  train  was 
due,  but  owing  to  mistaken  tactics  on  the  part  <if  the 
otter  it  had  to  succumb  before  the  train  arrived. 
During  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  great  indig- 
nation and  disgust  Were  exfiressed  by  the  larpe  com- 
pany present  when  the  remains  of  a  verv  large 
otter  of  about  25lb.  weight  were  mot  with  floating 
down  the  Tanat.  It  had  evidently  been  recently 
shot  and  had  crawled  into  the  water  to  die.  To 
otter,  hunters  the  perpetrator  of  such  an  act  is 
looked  upon  with  as  much  abhorrence  as  fox- 
hunters  look  upon  those  who  shoot  a  fox." 


The  Salmon  Fisher. 
Gbey  scuds  the  sky  before  the  gale': 

Adown  the  vale  the  rain-ghosts  come: 
Through  every  birch  the  wild  winds  wail: 

Through  every  swaying  pine  they  hum. 

I  would  not  know  the  river  near — 
So  fierce  the  passing  of  the  squalls — 

But  that  between  the  gusts  I  hear 
The  thunder-music  of  the  falls. 

Now  on  the  bank :  and  who  would  wish 
The  stained  flood  in  better  trim  ? 

But  no  man  knows  the  royal  fish. 
And  none  may  prophesy  of  him. 

All  vainly  in  the  nearer  swirl 
With  scanty  line  and  cautious  ca?t : 

And  vainly  too  the  fly  I  hurl 

To  sweep  the  torrent  foaming  past. 

Then  onward  step  by  step  to  scour 
All  likely  spots  and  doubtful  some. 

On  wearily  from  hour  to  hour, 
Hope  waning  aa  the  shadows  come. 

Still  there's  that  pool.  For  good  or  ill 
I'll  try  it  ere  the  day  be  done. 

What  means  that  flush  on  yonder  hill  ? 
The  veil  has  left  the  setting  sun  ! 

Again  the  rod  weird  music  sings, 
And  far  and  farther  sweeps  the  line. 

He's  on  !    He's  of?  !    No — there  he  springs 
And  I  still  fast.    Methinks  he's  mine. 

Not  big,  but  bright,  and  full  of  fight. 
The  battle  sharp — but  let  it  pass. 

Reward  enough — this  heart's  delight — 
The  Salmo  salar  on  the  grass. 

'"Tis  thus  the  precious  hours  you  spend!" 

The  tone  is  that  of  one  who  sneers. 
"  I  waste  not  time,  I  make  it.  Friend, 
I'm  younger  by  a  score  of  years." 

— Eenest  Westebn, 
in  "  Creeds,  Crosses,  and  Credenda." 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorials  have  arranged  a 
punt  competition  at  Hampton  on  July  1 8  (Tuesday). 
Mr.  Thompson  has  given  a  prize  for  the  best  three 
roach ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  a  prize  for  the  best  three 
dace ;  and  Mr.  Martinez,  a  prize  for  the  best  single 
barbel.  Names  of  intending  participants  should 
communicate  with  the  hon.  secretary  as  early  as 
possible,  to  facilitate  arrangements  being  made  for 
punts.    I  have  promised  to  "  try  "  for  dace. 


The  Special  Appeal  Committee  of  the  Royal 
Waterloo  Hospital  for  Children  and  Women  have 
held  meetings  (the  Earl  of  Derby  in  the  chair)  on 
several  occasions,  and  at  a  preliminary  meeting  it 
was  decided  to  make  personal  application  to 
members'  own  friends  for  assistance.  These 
personal  appeals  are  now  being  responded  to  in 
many  instances.  The  principal  object  of  the  Special 
Appeal  Committee  is  to  obtain  money  direct,  and 
an  association  of  gentlemen  has  been  formed,  who 
are  giving  their  valuable  time  and  services  to 
forward  this  undertaking.  The  committee  take 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  th  ir  grateful  thanks 
to  the  Urban  Bioscope  Co.  and  the  i\ew  Kioscope 
Co.  f  r  pl  .tinu  vi  ws  <  f  tiioii  sp' cia:  apf  eal  in 
numerous  ,  theatres  ;  aUo  to  the  London  General 


Omnibus  Co.  for  placing  notices  in  their  omnibuses. 
To  Messrs.  Howell  and  James  they  are  still  indebted 
for  the  gratuitous  use  of  the  rooms  at  No.  9, 
Regent-street.  The  next  general  meeting  will  be 
held  at  these  offices  on  Tuesday,  July  18,  at  12 
noon. 


Fob  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  subscribers  and 
correspondents  have  sent  to  the  ofHce  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  many  and  varied  specimens  of  fish 
for  identification  and  inspection.  The  only  times 
the  Editor  has  been  unable  to  "answer"  were 
when  the  "  specimens,"  owing  to  the  warm  weather, 
or,  possibly,  from  their  having  been  dead  some  con- 
siderable time,  "  answered  "  for  themselves. 

»  »  *  •  * 

But  it  must  be  admitted  that  a  great  change  for 
the  better  has  come  over  those  of  the  angling 
fraternity  who  thirst  for  knowledge.  "  Specimens  " 
or  "curios"  or  "deformities"  now  arrive  sweet 
and  fresh,  and  the  Editor  is  not  afraid  to  examine 
them  closely.  Formalin  is  mainly  responsible  for 
this  consummation. 

♦  ♦  »  •  ♦ 

But  a  glance  at  that  extremely  interesting  and 
instructive  weekly,' TAe  Country-Side,  so  ably  edited 
by  E.  Kay  Robinson,  will  show  that  anglers  are  not 
the  only  sinners.  Our  contemporary  remarks : — 
"The  steady  stream  of  'specimens'  for  identifica- 
tion, and  curiosities  for  comment,  which  has  set  in 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  towards  The  Country- 
Side  office  in  Tudor-street  affords  pleasant  evidence, 
no  doubt,  of  the  wide  interest  taken  in  Nature 
topics. 

•  *  •  *  • 

"  But  there  are  specimens  and  specimens,  and 
readers  might  bear  in  mind,  especially  when  the 
weather  is  hot,  that  decomposition  is'  an  ill  that  all 
dead  flesh  is  heir  to.  What  may  have  been  a  very 
interesting  bird  arrived  at  the  office  recently  in  such 
a  state  that  one  felt  quite  sorry  for  the  postman, 
and  no  enthusiasm  for  science  would  have  justified 
a  second  peep  into  the  parcel.  A  few  days  pre- 
viously a  small  cardboard  box  contained  something 
which,  at  a  hasty  glance,  resembled  an  over-ripe 
fig,  but  which  the  covering  letter  described  as  a 
mole's  skin,  turned  inside  out.  This  had  no  doubt 
been  the  work  of  a  crow,  who,  to  judge  by  the  smell, 
must  long  ago  have  forgotten  his  breakfast  of  dead 
mole. 

****** 

"  Even  more  trying  was  the  result  of  a  reader's 
desire  to  know  the  name  of  some  large  egg-shaped 
things  which  had  been  found  under  moss.  Tney 
were  not  egg-shaped  things  when  they  arrived. 
No  one  was  able  to  remain  near  eno  ugh  to  the  opened 
box  to  ascertaia  wliat  particular  shape  they  had 
assumed  during  two  days  in  the  post ;  but  if  it  is 
permitted  to  classify  a  vegetable  by  smell  alone 
they  must  have  been  peculiaily  virulent  specimens 
of  the  Stinkhorn  Fungus." 


T.  P.'s  Weekly  relates  how  Major  Miles  Malony, 
of  Ballyduff,  was  amazed  one  morning  to  see  fiom 
his  bedroom  window  a  little  lad  driving  a  cow  back 
and  forward  again  and  again  over  a  ditch  and 
through  a  fence  on  his  land.  Hurriedly  completing 
his  tuilet,  he  rushed  out  to  cjuestion  the  little 
trespasser.  "  What  are  ye  after  with  that  cow  ? 
Is  it  to  kill  the  beast  ye  want  ?  "  "  Kill  her  ! 
Shure,  it's  to  keep  her  alive  I  want."  "Keep  her 
alive  ?  "  "Shure,  it's  taiching  her  to  get  her  own 
living  I  am.  There  isn't  a  ditch  or  fince  in  the 
barony  that'll  hold  her  in  afteher  I've  done  wid 
her."  Then  the  Major  understood.  The  cow,  in 
fact,  was  being  taught  to  trespass  in  search  of  her 
own  living. 


A  faemeb  near  Chicago  raises  birds  that  give 
the  delicate  feathers  that  are  used  in  making 
artificial  flies  for  fishermen.  The  crests  of  the 
golden  pheasant  fetch  2'50  dollars  each.  The  other 
birds  raised  for  this  purp.ise  are  minas,  finches, 
mallards,  jays,  and  green  parrots. 


^My  old  club,  the  Caxton  Amateur  Athletic  (Messrs. 
William  Clowes  and  Sons,  Limited),  hold  their  annual 
sports  at  the  Putney  Velodrome  on  Saturday  next, 
July  15.  The  programme  bids  fair  for  good  sport, 
and  the  only  thing  needed  is  fine  weather;  given  that 
it  should  be  a  gloi  ious  success.  The  club  races  will 
be  keenly  contested,  and  the  opea  events  should 
ensure  big  entries,  as  three  prizes  are  given  for  each. 
I  had  my  eye  on  the  first  piize  for  the  veterans' 
80  yards  handicap,  but,  unfortunately,  my  entry 
form  has  been  l  etui  ned,  marked,  "  Ttie  minimum  age 
i'  r  this  race  is  35."  So  you  see,  although  my 
printers  a  Imit  I  am  more  than  seven,  they  will  not 
allow  me  the  dignity  of  signing  myself  the  veteran 
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^oies  from  t^c  ^ort^. 


The  sale  of  Glentana  has  been  the  theme  of  the 
we-k.  Sir  William  Brooks  paid  £200,000  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntly.  It  has  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Geo.  Cotes  for  £155,000. 


The  salmon  Bshery  is  the  finest  in  the  north,  and 
brings  a  reatal  of  £1500  for  the  spring  alone. 
Perhaps  it  is  more,  as  one  does  not  know  what 
relets  pass  hands  at,  but  £100  per  month  per  rod  is 
a  common  quotation,  and  it  carries  six  rods. 


There  was  a  flood  on  the  Dee  on  Friday  (June  30), 
and  another  on  Sunday.  The  sight  of  the  running 
grilse  was  magnificent. 

The  prospects  for  the  first  half  of  July,  at  least, 
are  well  assured,  and  although  the  season  may  be  a 
poor  one,  yet  it  will  be  a  season  of  some  kind 
after  all. 


The  salmon  fisheries  have  much  improved  on  the 
east  coast,  and  although  returns  for  June  are  not 
yet  to  band,  yet  the  deficiencies  of  the  previous 
months  are  going  down.  The  grilse  promise  a  good 
"crop."  * 


The  rivers  aU  over  the  north  were  in  semi-spate 
on  Sunday  night  and  Monday  (July  2  and  3),  and 
wormers  in  their  glory. 

Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  who  is  now  at  Skibo  Castle, 
has  quite  recovered  from  the  slight  accident  he 
received  whUe  crossing  from  New  York,  and  is 
fulfilling  his  public  engagjements.  His  whole  hobby 
is  angling,  with  an  occasional  game  of  golf. 

The  Cabrach  district  of  the  Deveron  is  now  closed 
to  the  public.  In  the  old  duke's  time  it  was  a  free 
water,  but  now  none  may  fish  without  the  "  pass  " 
from  "  Roderick  Dhu." 


A  heavy  thunderstorm  passed  over  the  northern 
district  on  July  2  and  left  a  trail  of  muddy  streams 
behind  it.  On  July  4  they  were  in  the  pink  of 
condition,  and  some  good  baskets  of  trout  were 
made. 


The  grou=!e  prospects  are  very  bright.  A  good 
ptock  of  birds  was  left  from  la  t  year,  and  nothing 
has  occurred  to  prevent  the  average  head  of  game 
being  found  on  the  opening  day. 

Special  Scotch. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Duke  of  Abercorn  presided  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Salinon  and  Trout  Association  at  the  Fish- 
mongers' Hall  on  Monday.  There  were  also  present 
Sir  Stafford  Howard,  Mr.  W.  H.  Greufell,  M.P.,  Mr 
Charles  Murray,  M.P.,  and  others.  Lord  Denbigh 
waselejtel  a  member  of  the  council.  The  Duke 
of  Abercorn  announced  that  Mr.  Walter  Long, 
the  C  .ief  Secretary  for  Ireltnd,  had  consented  to 
receive  a  deputation  on  the  subject  of  the  Bill 
prepared  by  the  association  for  the  amendment 
of  the  Irish  Salmon  Acts  upon  the  lines  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  late  Viceregal  Com- 
mission. A  letter  was  submitte  1  from  Sir  Herbert 
Mrtxwell,  M.P.,  to  the  effect  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  had  agieedto  introduce  into  the  House 
of  Lords  the  Salmon  Fisheries  (Scotland)  Amend- 
ment Bill.  The  Hon.  A.  Erskine  Gathorne-Hardy, 
Sir  Henry  Meredyth,  Sir  Arthur  Grant,  and  several 
others  were  elected  members.  Parliamentary  and 
finance  committees  having  been  elected,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  English,  Scotch,  and  Irisli  Bills  be 
referred  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  con- 
sider and  to  report  on  the  several  recommendations 
that  had  been  received  from  boards,  conservators, 
and  others. — Times. 


SALMON  FISHERY  PROSECUTION 
AT  WHITBY. 


DcRiNO  the  past  two  years  much  interest  has 
been  evinced  in  the  action  of  the  Esk  Fishery  Board 
in  their  endeavour  to  terminate  the  practice  of 
utilising  "  fixed  engines,"  which  has  been  adopted 
by  the  net  fishermen  at  Whitby  for  many  years, 
and  the  outcome  of  this  has  been  the  appearance  in 
the  local  police  courts  of  many  fishermen,  who,  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  calling,  have  used  methods 
other  than  those  sanctioned  by  law.  On 
Saturday,  .July  1,  keener  interest  was  infused  into 
the  situation  when  William  Barrett,  a  licence 
•holder — who,  however,  was  not  in  the  craft  when 
the  breach  of  the  law  was  detected — was  summoned 
at  Whitby  for  using  a  fixed  net  for  catching  salmon 


in  the  North  Sea.  Bailiff  Luke,  who  was  patrolling 
the  beach,  observed  defendant's  coble  a  few  ya-ds 
from  the  Whitby  piers,  and  upon  examinati  )n 
found  a  large  stone  attached  t)  the  net  irl  nine  feet 
of  water.  The  case  was  proved,  and  in  imposing  a 
fine  of  ten  shillings  and  costs,  the  benoh  expressed 
sympathy  with  defendant,  who,  though  he  was  not 
in  the  boat  when  the  illegal  fishing  was  detected, 
was,  however,  as  holder  of  the  licence  to  fish  for 
salmon,  legally  responsible.  The  case  aroused 
much  comment  in  fishing  circles.  J.  J. 


ANSWERS  TO  OORRESPONDENTS. 

To  "Angler,"  Southern  Tasmania  Fishing 
Club. — Many  thanks  for  your  kind  note  ;  should 
be  glad  to  have  a  note  occasionally  when  there  is 
any  special  sport  to  report. 


ILettcrs  to  the  EbUor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 


"  GISHURSTINE." 

Dear  Sir, — What  is  the  matter  with  "  Gishur- 
stine "  ?  A  fiiend  of  mine  advised  me  to  use  it, 
and  this  is  the  second  season  that  I  have  used  it 
for  my  dry-fly  lines — no  sign  of  rot  yet.  How  long 
does  it  take  "  Gishurstine  "  to  rot  a  line,  if  it  does 
rot  a  line  ?  A  well-known  fisherman  said  to  me  the 
other  day,  "  Why  on  earth  do  you  men  put  stuff  on 
your  lines  to  rot  them,"  or  words  to  that  effect, 
fhe  well-known  fisherman  admitted  he  did  not 
know  what  "  Gishurstine  "  was  and  had  never  used 
it.  Can  anyone  give  any  facts  as  to  "  Gishurstine  " 
rotting  a  line  ?  Has  anyone  tried  the  experiment 
of  using  "  Gishurstine,"  and  nothing  but  "  Gishur- 
stine," on  a  new  line.  Has  anyone  found  that  a 
line  fatted  with  "Gishurstine"  rots  quicker  than  a 
line  fatted  with  deer's  fat  ?  I  am  not  in  1  jve  with 
deer's  fat,  as  I  think  applying  it  to  a  line  rubs  off 
the  dressing,  and  I  think  I  do  not  stand  alone  in 
holding  this  opinion.  Let  us  have  some  facts. — 
Yours  truly,  T.  Wentworth  Falconer. 

["  Gishurstine  "  is  the  fancy  name  given  to  what 
used,  I  believe,  to  be  a  waste  product  of  the  manu- 
facture of  nightlights  or  candles  as  made  by  the 
fam  'US  Price's  Patent  Candle  Company,  of  Lambeth. 
I  asked  the  company  if  there  was  any  acid  in  it,  or 
anything  likely  to  injure  the  linseed  oil  dressing  on 
a  line,  and  they  said  there  was  not.  It  has  been 
used  for  nearly  twenty-five  years  by  Fishirtg  Gazette 
readers  for  waterproofing  leather  boots.  About 
three  years  ago  I  treated  some  fly  and  spinning 
lines  with  it,  and  I  found  it  answered  better  than 
deer's  fat  or  va-eliae.  Deer's  fat  cakes  on  the  line 
and  adds  weight  to  it.  I  put  a  note  or  two  about 
it  in  the  Fishing  Oazetle,  and  I  know  many  anglers 
have  tried  it  in  consequence,  and  speak  highly  of  it. 
Of  course,  when  Mr.  Coggeshtdl  condemned  it  in 
such  strong  terms  and  said  it  would  reduce  any 
dressed  line  to  the  condition  of  a  bit  of  string,  I 
felt  bound  to  let  his  warning  be  known  in  the 
Fiihing  Gazette,  although,  as  I  said  when  doing  so, 
I  have  not  found  "  Gishurstine  "  have  the  slightest 
injurious  effect  on  lines  which  have  been  dressed 
with  it  for  three  or  four  seasons.  I  also  use  it  on 
my  suction  ferrules  and  other  ferrules  to  prevent 
the  joints  sticking  (I  believe  more  rods  are  ruined 
by  pulling  and  twisting  at  stuck  joints  than  in  any 
other  way).  Of  course,  ferrules  should  be  cleaned 
occasionally  as  well  as  lubricated.  "Gishurstine" 
is  a  very  clean,  pleasant  thing  to  use,  and  until  I 
find  the  dressing  of  my  lines  begin  to  be  affected  by 
it  injuriously  I  shall  stick  to  it. — Ed.] 


SPLICING  TAPES  FOR  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  twelve  years  ago  my  doctor, 
having  cured  me  of  a  sprained  wrist,  presented  ma 
with  a  narrow  reel  of  waterproof  plaster  about 
hdlf  an  inch  in  width,  and  which,  wh«n  wound 
round  the  sprained  part,  stuck  very  tightly,  and 
enabled  me  to  fish  and  play  tennis  with  )ut  tear  of 
restarting  the  damage.  Up  till  then  I  had  alwa33 
ustd  Farlow's  splice  rods  (and  there  are  no  better). 
The  one  drawback  was  the  black  tape  that  they 
sold  for  splicing  made  one's  hands  in  a  horrid  mess, 
and  the  tape  itself  did  not  last  very  long.  The 
sight  of  my  doctor's  present  at  once  suggested  its 
use  for  splicing  rods  instead  of  wrists.  I  tried  it,  it 
was  perfect,  the  two  splices  occupying  about  five 
minutes  to  make.  They  will  last  the  day  or  the 
season,  are  very  cheap,  and  most  chemists  keep 
these  reels  of  plaster  varying  in  width  from  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  up  to  one  inch.  Mine  comes 
from  Savory  and  Moore,  in  Bond  street,  as  they 
keep  a  plaster  with  a  foundati  )n  of  linen  so  strong 
as  to  be  unbreakable  when  splicing.  If  fishing  in 
very  clear  water  a  handful  of  dust  rubbed  over  the 
splicing  will  do  away  with  its  whiteness. 


I  am  gl  id  to  see  that  the  use  of  this  plaster  tape 
is  now  likely  to  be  universally  known  through  your 
columns. — Yours  truly,        AuousTos  Grimhli;. 

44,  Duke-street,  St.  James'. 


RUBBER  TAPES  FOR  SPLICED  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  amongst  the  correspondence 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  24  a  letter  inquiring 
as  to  rubber  tapes  for  spliced  rods.  In  a  footnote 
to  the  letter  you  ask  if  they  are  of  any  use.  Further 
than  the  following  I  have  had  no  actual  experience 
of  them,  but  I  should  think  they  woul  1  make 
excellent  splice  tapes.  Last  year  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune wfien  salmon  fishing  one  day  to  break 
my  top-joint,  and  finding  myself  without  twine  or 
thread  to  repair  it  I  had  recourse  to  a  stout  rubber 
band  I  came  across  in  my  pocket,  aush  as  is  used 
for  binding  bundles  of  paoer  together.  This  1 
stretched  to  its  utmost,  and  wound  tightly  round 
the  broken  parts,  binding  them  together  like  a  vice. 
It  made  a  neat  and  effective  splicing,  and  enabled 
rae  to  have  a  good  evening's  sport.  Any  angler 
who  has  tried  this  experiment  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  is  much  batter  than  an  ordinary  binding  of 
thread  or  twine  made  at  a  river's  bink.  From  the 
foregoing  experience  I  am  sure  rubber  tapes  for 
spliaed  rods  would  bind  the  parts  much  closer 
together,  prevent  their  slipping  apart,  and  give 
more  elasticity  to  the  rod  than  those  of  a  non- 
elastic  nature. — Yours  truly. 

Purple,  Red,  and  White. 

[Doubtless  a  pure  rubber  band  or  cord  would 
answer,  but  rubber  is  perishable,  and  when  kept  at 
full  stretch  and  exposed  to  sun  and  rain  I  fear  it 
would  not  prove  satisfactory  very  long.  For  a 
salmon  rod  it  would  have  to  be  pretty  stout  to  resist 
the  strain  of  casting  and  playing  a  fish. — Ed.] 

LOCH  LEVEN  IN  1880  AND  IN  1905. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Scotsman  of  to-day  (July  1) 
prints  the  enclosed  letter,  which  cannot  fail  to 
interest  many  readsrs.  The  falling  off  of  a  loch  so 
famous,  so  carefully  farmed  and  managed,  is  not 
easily  understood,  far  less  explained.  The  simple 
fact  is  enough,  and  shows  how  much  there  is  s'.ill 
to  learn,  and  how  futile  are  all  the  theories  of  the 
learned,  when  faced  by  a  few  hard  and  unexplained 
facts!  Amarican  weed,  pike,  perch,  bottom  feeding 
— the  natural  effect  of  much  fly  fishing — have  ad 
been  discussed  till  they  are  threadbare.  And  still  the 
sport  continues  to  decline.  Who  will  arise  and 
solve  the  problem?  "Difficulties  well  understood 
are  half  overcome" — but  there  lies  "the  hole  in 
the  ballad." — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Too. 

"Loch  Leven — Then  and  Now. 

"  Ardoch  House,  Perthshire. 

"  Sir, — In  the  pocket  of  an  old  fly-book  I  came 
across  a  stained  cutting  from  the  Sc  >tsman,  giving 
the  annual  results  of  th3  season's  fishing  on  this 
famous  loch ;  but  the  cutting  did  not  show  the 
year  referrsd  to.  In  the  report  it  was  mentioned 
that  I  had  secured  the  heaviest  basket  of  the 
season — namely,  fifty-three  trout,  weighing  48^1b. 

"  I  wrote  to  the  courteous  secretary  of  the  Loch 
Leven  Angling  Association,  asking  if  he  could 
kindly  furnish  me  with  further  particulars,  and  Mr. 
Bogie  replies  as  follows: — ■ 

"  '  I  find  on  looking  over  the  old  books  of  the  asso- 
ciation that  the  basket  you  refer  to  was  taken  on 
May  31,  1880.  Your  boat  was  the  William  Douglas, 
and  your  boatmen  were  John  Alsxander  and  Robert 
Kennely.  You  fished  from  10  a.m.  to  9.20  p.m., 
over  eleven  hours,  and  your  basket  was  fifty-threa 
troutj  45lb.  8oz.' 

"  I  reaollect  the  day  quite  well — a  bitter  cold  one, 
with  sleet  showe-s  in  the  aft sr noon,  and  a  heavy 
ripple  frjm  the  north-east.  No  skill  required,  but 
simply  '  chuck  and  chance  it,'  as  t  le  dry-fly  men 
describe  our  wet-fly  fishing.  The  fish  would  not  be 
denied  at  times,  though,  of  course,  not  all  day,  for 
I  could  have  gone  back  to  the  pier  at  seven  o'clock 
with  the  same  result.  They  came  so  fast  and 
hooked  so  well  that  early  in  the  afternoon,  my 
humble  baskst  being  full,  the  head  boatman 
remarked  that  the  floor  of  the  boat  was  like  a 
herring  coble. 

"  So  much  for  twenty-five  years  ago.  Now,  alas'! 
for  some  reason  or  another,  seasons  are  sadly 
changed.  On  referring  to  the  results  of  1904,  as 
published  in  your  paper,  I  find  that  the  heaviest 
basket  by  two  rods  was  twenty-one  trout, 
26lb.  12oz.,  and  the  heaviest  single  rod  catch 
sixt  n  trout,  181b.  13oz. — both  very  fine  averages. 
The  remark  on  the  single  rod  take  is  : — 

"  '  This  creel  has  not  been  equalled  at  a  com- 
p  tition  since  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  at  the 
Kinross-shire  Club  competition  seven  years  ago, 
had  the  large  take  of  forty-one  trout,  26lb.  5oz. 
Last  year  tlie  top  prize  creel  was  twelve  trout, 
131b.  15oz.' 

"  I  send  you  these  few  lines  as  they  may  possibly 
be  of  interest  to  brother  anglers  who  have  spent 
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ANOLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHINO  QUARTESRS, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROOK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 


Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Eoom.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tarifi.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B, 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.  Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery ;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address :  "  Macfadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 

FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery  ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf  ; 
Billiards. 
C.  W.  NBLDER,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BAIjTjIJ^A. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry . 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  ANdIamIrOWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5».  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
tflrms  on  Upper  Water.— Address.  MANAGERESS. 


ALTNAGEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish 
ing  in   Scotland.    Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. 
Particulars  on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

IT   CROKS,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  C'oron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  live 
miles'  drive,  or  3('.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
iiclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  tree.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor,T..J.  COTTRELL. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Hea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  best  months.  May, 
June,  .July.  Good  health  resort,  with  mountain 
and  8ea  air.  Kail  to  Lairg,  thence  coach  to 
I'ongue.— Apply  to  M.  Maoinnes. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

H  A      LO  N'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  OE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Is6re.) 

HOTEL  DE3  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


iRILSE  and  TROUT  FJSHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.  Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  HuBLEY,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


"  Aiid  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling.' 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fishingfon  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenlmry  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  Manager. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  liBIK: 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.   ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREHT. 


HSUN^ICH. 

HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First-  Class. 


Clioicest  Position, 


Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Balllna,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
hoat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
tlshing  from  the  one  hoat,  £3  fix.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  hoat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


COOP .  ■ 
FREE  . . 


FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
chaiges.  Uf)me  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  8CARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts. 


SHETLAND. 

CLOUSTA  HOTEL. 

Free  Shooting  and  Fishing,  20,000  acres,  over 
20  Lochs  and  Voes.  Finest  FLY  Fishing  in 
Shetland  for  Sea  and  Brown  Trout ;  Sea  Fishing, 
lioating.  Shootings  :  Snipe,  Plover,  numlierluss 
arious  Duck,  Seals  and  Otters,  &c.  Moderate 
charges.    Boats  free. 

(Jentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 


FISHING   &  SHOOTING 
IN  CONNEMARA. 

Excellent  White  and  Brown  Trout  Fishing  over 
0  Lakes  and  River,  adjoinirg  Hotel.  Good  Sea 
Fishing  and  Seal  Shooting  ;  excellent  Bathing 
Stands.  Boats  always  available  to  convey  visitors 
to  neighbouring  places  of  interest.  Shooting 
)ver  00,000  acres.  Nearest  Railway  Station, 
Recess. — For  particulars  apply  Propi  letor, 
MONGAN'S  HOTEL,  Carna,  Co.  Qalway. 


TO  BE  LET. 

ERREW  HOUSE, 

Lough  Conn,  Crossmolina,  Co.  Mayo. 

nnO  be  let,  upon  such  terms  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  the  premises  known 
as  Errew  House,  on  the  shores  of  Lough 
Coun,  Crossmolina,  8  miles  from  Balliua. 
The  house  is  large  and  commodious,  with 
dining  room,  drawing  room,  morning 
room,  11  bedrooms,  2  bathrooms,  2  w.c.'s., 
hot  and  cold  water,  office,  2  kitchens, 
and  servants'  apartments.  With  the 
house  the  tenant  can  have  free  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.  Shooting  can  be 
rented  in  the  locality  on  moderate  terms. 
Grazing  land  up  to  80  acres  can  be  given 
with  the  house  if  required.  The  house 
is  situated  on  an  eminence  commanding 
a  splendid  view  of  lake  and  mountain,  in 
a  most  healthy  locality.  For  terms  of 
letting  and  full  particulars  apply  to — 
WM.  M.  BOLAND, 

Auctioneer,  Ballina. 


CONNEMARA,  IRELAND. 

TO  LET 

For  one  month,  July,  August,  or  Septem- 
ber, FURNISHED  HOUSE,  two  sitting, 
four  bedrooms.  Excellent  Free  Pishing 
on  Lough  Corrib.— Apply,  T.  M.  Morkis, 
Oughterard. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

PreHdent—LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Cheshara,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
Secret  AKY. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


B!enheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxhridge  (G.W.Ry.). 
Country  headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel.  Harefleld 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Over  3,000 
fish  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year.— For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Secretary, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetinqs  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Seadquarters,  i,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2S. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap-  ' 
ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JoKn  'Wlilte   Sa  Sona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


CITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Societyi 

President    ■    ¥.  B.  MILDMAV,  ESQ.,  M.P. 

Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "The 
Mason  s  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  In  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  ol  Hon 
Secretary. 


ABOUT   ONE  MILE 

GOOD  COARSE  FISHING 

TO  I1.ET 

on  reasonable  terms. — Apply  to  Mr.  B. 
PnosT,  Heybridge  Mill,  Maldon. 


IIW  ANTED, 

For  August  and  part  September, 

'URNISHED  HOUSE  ON  THE  COAST 

With  eight  bedrooms.  Good  Sea  Fishing 
and  Sailing  essential. — Reply,  with  full 
)articulars  and  rent,  to  "P.P.,"  c/o 
Streets,  30,  Cornhill,  E.C. 


Now  Ready.    3s.  6d.  net. 

FISHING  IN  DERBYSHIRE  &  AROUND. 

By  WALTER  M.  GALLICHAN, 

Author  of 

"Fishing  in  Wales"  (3/6  net),  and 
"Fishing  and  Travel  in  Spain"  (5/-  net). 

Wentmingtrr  frazetU.—'^  Tha  autllur  deals  with  tlie 
Derbyshire  Stre.-irns  in  a  th  irfju«hly  practical  fashion, 
pruviding  just  the  kind  of  iuforniation  fishermen  niuhtl>' 
need." 

London  :  F.  E.  ROBINSON  &  CO.,  20,  Great 
Russell  Street. 


ANTI-MIDGE  BOUQUET 

For  Gnats  &  Mosquito  Bites. 

PREVENTS  AS  WELL  AS  CURES. 

Mr.  MARSTON,  Editor  FMhi/j  Gazrtte,  says  : 
"The  pleasantcst  preparation  I  have  met  with 
for  scaring  off  gnats  and  midges.  I  never  feel 
comfortalile  unless  I  have  a  bottle  in  my  (tccI 
to  rub  on  hands  and  neck  occasionally." 

Beioiire  of  jniffed-up  tfortlitens  iniitritions. 
ONLY  TO  BE  HAD  FROM 

MACKAY,  Bridge  St.,  Aberdeen. 

Bottles  1/2  and  2/9,  incliuling  postage. 


MUDIFS. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Montbs. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  iOs.6d.  YEARLY. 


TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,    SUBURBS,     and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

\  241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 
[48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C. 


Branch  Offices  . 
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pleasant,  and  I  hope  successful,  days  on  the  old 
loch ;  and  they  will,  I  am  sure,  join  in  wishing 
every  success  to  the  excellent  management  in  their 
efforts  to  biing  the  sport  back  to  what  it  was  in 
the  days  of  my  youtli,  when  one  was  tempted  to 
flog  the  water  for  over  eleven  hours. — I  am,  &c., 
"J.  J.  W.  Miller." 

[Is  dragging  a  minnow  (called  "  trailing  "  on  the 
Thames,  and  there  illegal)  behind  the  boat  still 
allowed  on  Loch  Leven '!  If  so,  no  wonder  the 
average  size  and  the  fish  and  the  average  basket 
have  fallen  off  so  much. — Ed.] 


VARXISH  FOR  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "Lochwood,"  what  is 
the  "  very  best  VRrnish  for  rods "  is  known  only 
to  rod-makers,  who,  as  a  matter  of  business,  guard 
the  secret.  If  ho  uses  "  best  body  vel  coach  body  " 
he  will  use  the  most  suitable  wearing  varnish  pro- 
curable;  "  finishing  body  copal"  is  the  highest 
price,  and  wOl  make  a  rod  glitter  splendidly,  even 
if  he  is  half-a-mile  away.  Fellow  anglers  will  grind 
their  teeth — what  the  trout  will  do  I  cannot  say. 
Copal  varnish  contains  seven  parts  of  turpentine 
to  four  of  linseed  oil  (boiled),  but  as  turpentine 
evaporates  rapidly,  only  the  copal  in  solution  of 
linseed  oil  is  left. — Yours  truly.  Landrail. 

[Has  anybody  tried  Jackson's  waterproof  wax 
varnish,  which,  I  believe,  can  be  bought  for  a  few 
pence  at  any  uilman's  ?  I  found  a  bottle  of  it  in 
use  at  home,  and  put  some  on  the  stick  of  my 
umbrella,  between  the  ferrule  and  the  silk,  where 
the  original  varnish  had  got  knocked  off  ;  I  found 
that  it  answered  admirably,  and  I  believe  that 
anglers  would  find  it  just  the  thing  for  an  old  rod 
where  a  dark  varnish  is  wanted. — Ed.] 


FLY  DRESSINGS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  replies  to  "Lochwood" 
and  •'  Purple,  Red,  and  White,"  and  ask  in  return, 
if  it  can  be  given,  the  dressings  for  trout  flies : 
Butcher,  Slater,  and  Challoner.  Is  the  fiist-named 
an  abbreviation  of  the  Bloody  Butcher  spoken  of 
by  angling  writers  ?  Also,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
blae  wing  ': — Yours  truly,  Landrail. 

[Francis  gives  the  dressing  of  the  Butcher  salmon 
fly,  also  of  a  different  fly  called  also  the  Butcher 
fly  used  on  the  Bush  in  Ireland.  I  do  not  know 
that  any  trout  fly  called  the  Butcher  is  different 
from  the  standard  salmon  fly  of  that  name,  except 
in  size.  Sorry  I  do  not  remember  seeing  the  other 
flies.  "Blae"  is  north  country  for  a  cold,  dull 
blue — almost  black,  like  a  dark  bank  of  clouds. 
Blackbird  and  muorhen  make  good  blae  wing-". 
The  wing  of  the  natural  Iron  Blue  is  a  blae  colour, 
and  very  hard  to  imitate. — Ed.] 

VARXISH,  ETC.,  FOR  RODS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  atn  very  much  obliged  by  Mr. 
Vicke:y's  kind  reply  to  my  query.  May  I  further 
tie-pass  on  his  kindness  to  ask  whether  Aspinall's 
enamel  resists  water  well  ?  Some  enamels  I  have 
used  fail  in  this  respect  Also,  I  should  be  g  ad  to 
know  what  "sharp  colour"  is.  I  may  have  to 
explain  it  to  the  painter.  I  often  have  to  explain 
names,  etc.,  to  tradesmen  here  (Devonshire).  Also, 
is  the  tieatment  mentioned  by  Mr.  Vickery  for  rods 
equally  applicable  to  wooden  and  aluminium  reels  ? 
I  trieJ  varni->hing  the  aluminium  on  a  very  beautiful 
"Slater"  reel  I  have,  and  find  that  it  does  not 
prevent  oxidation  of  the  metal  work. 

Finally,  can  paint  be  laid  on  over  varnish  ?  I 
have  a  new  split-cane  rod  which,  after  very  little 
use  in  sea  work,  shows  considerable  rubbing  of  the 
varnish.  As  I  fear  the  salt  water  getting  at  the 
cane,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  paint 
advised  may  be  laid  on  the  varnish,  or  should 
varnish  be  taken  off  by  the  manufacturer  ? — 
Yours  truly,  Lochwood. 

WHICHFORD  MILL  FISHERY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  inte'-est  your  editorial 
remark  re  the  ab  >ve,  and  have  also  seen  the 
coriesjjondeace  which  that  paragraph  has  called 
forth. 

I  waa  attracted  to  Whichford  Mill  by  the  adver- 
tisement in  the  Fuhini  Gazette,  and  must  say  I  was 
profoundly  disappointed  with  the  water.  The  mill 
is  about  five  miles  diitant  from  Shipaton-on-Stour. 
Whichford  and  Shipston  are  two  totally  different 
places. 

,1  Two  miles  of  trout  fishing  are  advertised,  but 
perhaps  your  correspondents  might  have  mentioned 
how  much  of  this  is  a  mere  ditch.  Above  the  mill 
there  is  a  small  stretch  of  brook  size.  This  is 
almost  dead  water,  and  at  the  time  of  my  visit  was 
more  or  less  covered  with  scum.  When  the  mill 
was  set  to  work  the  river  f-  II  over  a  foot  in  a  short 
tirne,  then  the  hatch  was  shut  down.  What  may  he 
called  the  mid  Jle  fii-hery,  just  below  the  mill  (there 
is  no  "  tai\ "  in  the  generally  understood  meaning 


of  the  word),  is  a  ditch  pure  and  simple,  and 
I  challenge  anyone  who  knows  the  place  to 
call  it  aueht  else.  The  banks  are  lined  with 
bushe-",  and  the  depth  of  the  water  in  places  is  but 
a  few  inches.  The  end  of  the  fisliery  is  an  ordinary 
brook,  and  the  top  end  of  the  water  is  extremely 
narrow,  and  fringed  on  both  sides  with  trees,  so 
that  fly  fishing  is  not  practicable.  I  did  not 
measure  the  river,  but  I  stepped  across  it  here — a 
jump  was  unnecessary. 

The  occasional  three-pound  trout  does  not  make 
a  fishery,  and  I  do  not  care  to  travel  100  miles  to 
catch  small  rainbows,  principally  by  dragging  a  wet 
fly  through  the  water. — Yours  truly, 

St.  John's,  S.E.,  July  4.  H.  W.  Ansell. 

TETRODON  immaculatus. 

Dear  Sir, — If  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can 
furnish  me  with  details  of  the  Tetrodon  immaculatus, 
caught  on  the  coasts  of  the  Fiji  Islands,  I  shall  feel 
much  obliged.  I  am  given  to  understand  that 
cei  tain  portions  of  this  fish  are  poisonous,  and  if 
eaten  frequently  proves  fatal,  but  what  part  I  do 
not  know.  My  information  comes  from  a  resident, 
who  would  like  particulars  for  which  I  have  asked. 
— Yours  truly,  C.  J.  Brooke. 

[Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of  the  British 
Museum  Natural  History  Department,  kindly  sends 
me  these  particulars. — Ed.1 

"  Teiroion  immaculatus. — The  flesh  of  all  globe- 
fish  (Tetrodon)  is  known  to  be  more  or  less  poisonous 
to  man.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  the  marine 
species.  The  seat  of  the  toxic  substance  appears  to 
be  the  liver  and  the  genital  glands,  but  at  certain 
seasons  it  may  spread  to  the  muscles  of  the  body- 
cavity." 

FISH  THAT  LEAP. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  interest  "  An  Amateur's  " 
remarks  in  your  issue  of  June  17,  and  quite  agree 
with  him  in  the  immense  importance  of  "hands" 
in  playing  either  salmon  or  trout.  But  I  do  not 
think  that  the  freest  reel  would  prevent  a  jar  if  the 
rod-tip  is  not  lowered  to  a  leaping  fish.  "  An 
Amateur  "  considers  it  should  be  lowered  when  a 
fish  leaps  under  the  point.  I  am  sure  of  it,  and 
also  when  one  jumps  out  farther  off.  If  not  lowered 
and  when  the  fish  is  again  on  (rather  than  in)  his 
native  element,  should  there  be  enough  strain  to 
bend  the  rod  ever  so  slightly,  I  think  it  stands  to 
reason  that  a  jar  more  or  less  must  be  the  con- 
sequence, and  this  jar  occasioned  by  the  dead 
weight  of  the  fallen  fish  is  quite  sufficient  to  sever 
the  connection  unless,  as  sometimes  happens,  it  is 
really  well  hooked.  The  momentary  giving  of  slack 
in  lowering  the  point  cannot  materially  interfere  with 
the  hold,  and  once  more  sub  aquis  the  rod  is  raised 
and  strain  renewed.  I  think  that  when  a  fish  leaps 
with  a  long  line  out  there  is  less  chance  of  a  parting 
if  the  point  is  not  lowered  the  length  of  line,  some 
of  it  un  ler  water  to  some  extent  mitigatiog  the  jar 
which  I  believe  must  happen  in  case  of  a  shorter 
connection  with  the  fish.  Only  recently  I  was 
playing  a  nir^e  trout,  and  some  thought  foreign  to 
angling  abstracted  my  mind  for  a  moment.  The 
trout  seized  the  opportunity  to  leap  and — I  did  not 
lower  my  point  quickly  enough.  I  distinctly  felt 
the  jar,  and,  of  course,  the  hold  gave.  I  fear  my 
monologue  was  of  a  curse-ary  description.  I  was 
never  more  certain  of  anything  re  angling  than  on 
the  wisdom  of  saluting  a  leaper,  and  I  am  equally 
sure  that  one  who  differs  from  me  may  thank  a 
very  secure  hold  for  a  leaping  capture. — Yours 
truly.  Black  Hackle. 

THE  SALMON  POOL,  DOVEDALE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  many  carriages  on  the  L.  and 
N.  W.  Railway  Company  there  are  pictures  of  the 
"  Salmon  Pool,  Dovedale,"  and  that  Thorpe  Cloud 
Station  is  the  best.  Is  this  a  fancy  name,  or  is  there 
some  tradition  attendine  this  pool  ?  Salmon, 
surely,  cannot  get  there. — Yours  truly. 

Inquirer. 


A  RECORD  TROUT  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  you  to  hear  of  my 
capture  on  Saturday  last,  a  few  miles  from  Helston, 
of  a  tiout  twenty  inches  in  length  and  weighing 
2lb.  l4oz.  I  had  it  weighed  in  a  local  post  office 
about  three  hours  after  taking  it  in  the  presence  of 
several  witnesses.  It  was  a  fine  fish  in  splendid 
condition.  The  twenty  inches  mean  extreme  length. 
I  had  been  using  fly,  but  gave  it  up  as  the  condition 
of  the  weather  was  very  "  thundery,"  and  had 
mounted  Pennell  worm  tackle  with  fine  gut  trace 
of  two  yards.  Of  course,  always  excepting  local 
reservoir  waters,  I  take  it  that  the  fish  is  a  record 
trout  for  this  district.  I  had  no  landing-net  with 
me,  nor  any  boy  to  act  as  eiHie  and  give  any  assist- 
ance, but  I  managed  to  land  him  after  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour's  gloriou9~ sport.    I  was  using  a 


little  8ft.  mixed  whole  cano  and  cane-built  steel- 
ribbed  rod  of  Foster's,  which  acted  admirably, 
although  the  first  ten  minutes  showed  hard  fighting 
and  heavy  strain.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  enjoyed  a 
better  quarter-hour  in  my  life — Yours  faithfully, 
Penwerris  Grammar  School,  G.  J.  Cook. 

June  G. 

[A  '2\h.  14oz.  trout  is  a  respectable  fish  from  a 
small  stream,  and,  of  course,  Mr.  Cook  would  have 
preferred  to  kill  him  on  the  fly. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  SEASCALE,  CUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  whether  there  is  any  fishing  to  be  had 
at  Seascale,  Cumbeiland,  during  August'/  If  so, 
what  kind,  and  the  terms  upon  which  it  is  to  be 
had  ?    Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly. 

Enquirer. 


A  NOTE  FROM  RICHMOND  ON  THE 
SWALE,  YORKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  is  a  photo  of  a  trout  caught 
in  the  Swale  at  Richmond  on  June  21  It  was  caught 
in  the  free  fishing  of  the  town  by  a  keen  working- 
man  angler.  It  measured  19Jin.  long,  13in.  girth, 
weight  SJlb.  Baskets  up  to  thirteen  brace  with 
fly  and  minnow  were  got  on  June  22  and  23  ;  also 
chub  up  to  3|lb.  weight.  The  river  is  very  low  and 
clear,  only  odd  anglers  fishing  running  worm  and 
fly  at  dusk  having  any  sport. 

Good  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  2s.  6d.  per  week.  It 
is  well  stocked  with  trout,  chub,  barbel,  grayling, 
etc  I  Would  be  plea'^ed  to  give  information  re  the 
fishing,  etc.,  in  the  district.  It  is  raining  heavy 
now,  and  if  it  continues  should  bring  a  fresh  down 
which  would  do  a  lot  of  good. — Yours  truly, 

Richmond,  Yorks.  W  Metcalpe, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maker. 

[The  photo  is  not  good  enough  to  reproduce,  but 
it  shows  the  trout  was  in  grand  condition ;  and  to 
get  such  a  fish  in  free  water  is  a  feat  not  often 
accomplished.  — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  WROXHAM. 

Dear  Sir, — My  wife  and  I  are  thinking  of  spend- 
ing a  short  time  in  Wroxham  or  neighb  jurhood  for 
the  purpose  of  fishing.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if 
any  of  your  readers  will  recommend  good  apart- 
ments within  easy  distance  of  the  river — cleanliness 
and  good  plain  cookins  a  sine  qud  non.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,    E.  Warters. 


COARSE  FISHING  IN  SOMERSET. 

Dear  Sir, — My  best  thanks  are  due  to  Mr. 
Brookes  for  kind  reply  to  my  query.  I  wi-h  also 
to  thank  you,  Mr.  Editor,  for  useful  information  so 
often  given  through  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours 
truly.  Luce. 

Boscombe. 


SPENT  WICKHAMS. 

Dear  Sib, — -There  are  many  old  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  who,  like  the  Athenians  of  old,  are 
always  ready  to  see  or  to  hear  some  new  thing,  and 
their  curiosity  has  frequent  opportunities  of  being 
fed  by  the  many  new  ideas  and  suggestions  appear- 
ing in  your  interesting  columns. 

Was  the  "  Wisest  oi  Men "  merely  a  cynic  when 
he  uttered  what  is  now  a  generally  accepted  truism, 
that  there  is  "  nothing  new  under  the  sun,"  and  to 
what  extent  can  we  anglers  agree  with  him  ? 

A  new  fly  is  sometimes  described  as  an  old  one 
"in  a  new  dress,"  and  yet  we  are  all  very  apt  to 
claim  any  new  departure  from  the  ordinary  dressing 
as  our  own  invention,  whereas  the  fact  is  that  your 
really  experienced  angler  and  fly  tier  is  continually 
experimenting  and  trying  every  kind  of  dodge,  not 
only  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  his  art,  but 
also  because  of  his  enjoyment  in  the  experimenting. 
In  this  process  he  occasionally  thinks  ha  has  evolved 
something  new,  but  simultaneously  with  his  notion 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  others  among  his 
brother  anglers  have  hit  on  almost  the  identical 
idea.  Of  this  number  one  good-natured  sportsman 
gives  publicity,  with  every  diffidence,  to  what  he 
imagines  his  novel  idea.  If  he  be  a  wise  man, 
whilst  doing  this  he  does  not  venture  to  place  him- 
self upo  n  a  pinnacle  as  a  great  inventor,  for  his 
good  nature  is  satisfied  by  the  knowledge  that  he 
has  given  some  of  his  less  fortunate  brother  anglers 
just  a  little  food  for  thought,  reflection,  and  further 
experiment. 

As  you  say  in  your  note,  "  the  dry  fly  angler's 
patterns  have  been  dressed  to  imitate  the  spent  fly 
for  over  twenty  years."  Such  is  certainly  the  case, 
as  in  Halfoid's  "  Floating  Flies"  (the  first  edition 
of  which  was,  I  think,  in  1885)  the  dressing  of  the 
"detached  red  spinner"  was  given  thus,  "Wings, 
honey  dun  cock  hackle  points,"  and  such  wings  I 
have  always  seen  fixed  at  right  angles  to  the  body 
of  the  fly.     Moreover,  if  my  memory  serves  me,  it 
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was  certainly  in  the  eiahties  that  "Val  Conaon," 
who  is  as  good  a  man  with  the  wet  fly  as  he  is  with 
the  dry  fly,  and  that  at  either  fishing  or  dressing, 
showed  me  his  pattern  of  the  "  Willow  Fly,"  dressed 
thus  as  a  spent  fly,  with  which  he  had,  and  has 
since  done,  great  execution. 

^  Whoever  may  be  the  inventor  of  this  form  of 
dressing,  one  tiling  is  certain,  and  that  is  that  our 
gratitude  is  in  the  first  place  due  to  you  for  men- 
tioning the  fact  of  your  having  lit  upon  these 
"spent  Wickhams"  at  Messrs.  Peek,  of  Gray's 
Inn- road;  but  I  venture  to  think,  even  in  a  greater 
degree,  to  a  certain  customer  of  theirs,  who  has  for 
some  time  past  persuaded  Messrs.  Peek  to  wing 
certain  of  his  flies  in  this  fashion,  for  I'  believe  I 
am  right  in  stating  that  not  only  in  the  case  of 
"  Wickhams,"  but  also  with  many  other  patterns 
of  flies  have  they  been  thus  dressed. 

Acting  on  your  hint,  I  visited  Messrs.  Peek,  and 
procured  some  of  these  "  .spent  Wickhams,"  and 
tried  them  on  the  educated  fish  of  the  Itchen  at 
Winchester.  Though  the  trout  were  not  in  a  rising 
humour,  they  proved  very  acceptable  to  the  gray- 
ling. They  certainly  floated  excellently,  and  1 
think  possess  great  possibilities. 

Apologismg  for  thus  trespassing  on  your  space 
with  this  somewhat  discurt^ive  letter,  and  whatever 
our  differences  of  opinion,  we  shall  certainly  all 
agree  that  the  Fishing  Oazetie  is  a  most  excellent 
institution  in  thus  from  time  to  time  drawing 
attention  to  any  novel  idea,  and  setting  us  experi- 
menting for  ourselves. — Yours  truly, 

Bedford.  J.  Le  Veneur. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  CHESTER. 

Dear  Sie, — In  answer  to  "G.  M.,"  Hull,  of 
July  1,  Mr.  Holbrook,  of  Denemere,  Farndon, 
Cheshire,  is  granting  a  few  free  tickets  for  salmon 
and  trout  fishing  in  his  water.  He  can  also  accom- 
modate two  paying  guests.  He  has  had  some  good 
trout,  over  21b.,  with  the  March  Brown. — Yours 
truly,  W.  Holbrook. 

Denemere  Villa, 

Farndon,  Cheshire. 


CHUB  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  T.  M.  Jameson,  of  Salisbury, 
fishing  the  water  at  the  Rose  and  Crown  Hotel, 
Hamham,  on  June  28,  landed  three  chub,  weighiag 
4ib.  6oz.,  3]lb.,  and  21b.,  all  in  the  best  of  condition. 
— Yours  truly,  A.  Chamberlain. 

FISHING  AT  CHALFONT  ST.  GILES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  would  inform  me  if  there  is  any 
fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  near  vicinity  of  Chal- 
font  St.  Giles  or  Chalfont  St.  Peters.  I  observe  that 
the  Misbourne  runs  through  these  villages,  but  am 
quite  at  a  loss  to  find  if  permission  is  required  and 
who  from. — Yours  truly,  F.  P.  Symmons. 

SEA  OR  RIVER  FISHING  AT  PENZANCE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  propose  going  to  Penzance  (sea 
fishing)  at  the  end  of  July.  In  case  the  weather 
should  debar  me  from  this  sport  during  my  visit,  I 
should  be  very  pleased  to  hear  of  any  water  (within 
reasonable  distance  of  Penzance)  where  good  coarse 
fishing  can  be  obtained ;  payment  for  same  not 
objected  to. — Yours  truly,  W.  B.  Candler. 
258,  Brixton  Hill,  S.W. 


DART  REPORT. 

Dear  Sir, — It  was  with  some  amusement  that  I 
read  the  letter  in  your  last  issue  entitled,  "  A  Note 
from  the  Dart,"  and  I  fear  that  your  correspondent 
must  be  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  optimism.  As 
regards  fish  running,  there  has  not  been  a  ri?e  of 
over  a  foot  of  water  since  May  3  last,  and  only  on 
the  date  mentioned  (June  22)  were  the  larger  fish 
able  to  move  at  all.  At  present  there  are  very  few 
peal  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Buckfast- 
leigh,  or,  at  least,  not  sufficient  for  angling  purposes. 
The  so-called  peal  of  this  river  average  |lb.,  and 
are  not  to  be  confounded  with  their  larger  brethren, 
locally  called  truff,  wliich  run  earlier,  and  as  a  fair 
number  of  the  latter  have  been  taken  from  1  lb.  to 
31b.,  I  venture  to  suggest,  with  all  due  respect  to 
your  correspondent's  statement,  that  the  two  fish 
mentioned  by  him  were  of  the  latter  species.  Aho, 
the  outlook  is  at  present  very  gloomy,  and  fishing 
out  of  the  question  until  a  good  freshet,  when,  no 
doubt,  the  main  bulk  of  the  peal  will  come  on. 
Personally,  I  only  know  of  two  peal  having  been 
taken  here  tliis  i-eason,  though  one  rod  took  six  at 
a  fishing  some  miles  down  stream. — Yours  truly. 

Bene  tjuiA  Rl;cte. 


FISHING  AT  CRAWFORD  AND  ELVANFOOT. 

Dear  Sir, — lie  "  Brom  Took's"  inquiry  anent 
fishing  at  Crawford  and  Klvanfoot,  Scotland.  The 
water  U  well  stocked  with  trout  and  grayling,  and 


from  good  authority,  fine  baskets  of  grand  trout 
have  lately  been  taken.  The  usual  standard  flies 
are  generally  used  (wet-fly  mostly),  few  trees  along 
the  banks  make  casting  easy.  For  a  bait  fisher  the 
garden  fly  (worm),  caddis,  and  minnows  are  useful. 
I  should  take  them  with  me.  Fishing  tackle  estab- 
lishments supply  them,  and  save  the  unfortunate 
experience  of  "Dragnet."  He  does  not  tell  us  the 
name  of  the  unkind  creature  that  gave  him  the  bite. 
It  must  have  been  more  savage  than  the  Pickering 
p'ke.  No  permit  is  required.  London  &  North 
Western  and  Caledonian  Railways  give  a  good  train 
service,  as  in  Fishing  Gazette,  July  1. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Meikle. 

P.S. — "Brom  Took"  will  find  no  notice-boards 
signifying,  "  Trespassers  will  he  prosecuted." 


CELLULOID  NOT  AFFECTED  BY  PARAFFIN. 

Dear  Sir, — We  eend  you  the  original  piece  of 
celluloid  from  which  Mr.  H.  G.  Rolt's  gold  eyed 
gauze  wing  was  tied.  Try  the  paraffin  on  it  and 
you  will  see  how  correct  you  were  in  your  note  last 
week,  and  how  mistaken  Mr.  Rolt  was. — Yours 
truly,  A.  Carter  &  Co. 

137,  St.  John-street-road. 

[I  have  so  often  tested  flies  with  celluloid  bodies 
and  celluloid  itself,  and  I  could  not  find  that  paraffin 
has  any  action  on  it  at  all,  except  to  make  it  float, 
and  as  it  is  almost  of  the  same  specific  gravity  as 
water  it  floats  well.  Mr.  Rolt  was  mistaken  I  feel 
sure. — Ed.] 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  THE  SEA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Pratt's  inquiry  as  to 
coarse  fishing  near  the  sea,  I  should  advise  him  to 
select  Brighton.  It  is,  as  is  well  known,  within 
easy  reach  of  the  Metropolis,  and  there  are  plenty 
of  facilities  for  the  "  coarse  "  angler.  The  waters 
at  the  angler's  disposal  are  as  follows :  — 

The  Adur. — Station,  Bramber  10  miles,  Steyning 
lOJ  miles,  Henfield  14  miles.  Partridge  Green  16 
miles  from  Brighton.  Contains  roach,  dace,  bream, 
carp,  and  jack.  Preserved  by  Adur  Preservation 
Society.  Day  ticket  required  (5d.,  and  yearly  trout 
license  la.    Best  station  to  alight  is  Steyning. 

The  Ouse. — Stations,  Lewes  and  Barcombe  Mills 
11|  miles,  Isfield  13 J  miles  from  Brighton.  Con- 
tains roach,  dace,  carp,  bream,  jack,  tench,  and 
perch.  Free  at  Lewes,  other  parts  preserved  by 
Ouse  Angl'ng  Preservation  Society.  Water  above 
Lewes  to  below  Barcombe  Mills  reserved  for  season 
ticket  holders.  Day  tickets  for  remainder  Is.  No 
trout  licence  required. 

The  Cuckmere. — Station,  Berwick  15^  miles  from 
Brighton.  Contains  roach,  dace,  bream,  carp,  rudd, 
pike,  and  perch.  Free,  with  exception  of  yearly 
trout  license  Is. 

There  are  also  several  ponds  near  Brighton,  fish- 
able  by  day  ticket. 

Any  other  information  Mr.  Pratt  may  require  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  supply. — Yours  truly, 

Geo.  Eustace,  Hon  Sec, 
Trafalgar  Anglers'  Association. 

69,  Loder-road,  Brighton. 


FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Brom  Took,"  trout 
and  grayling  are  there  and  plenty  of  them,  as  you 
will  admit  when  you  see  the  "gloamin'  rise." 
Wily  beggars,  though  ;  every  mother's  son  of  them 
jagged  times  innumerable.  Mlien  a  fly  goes  over,  to 
the  holt  of  the  "  decent"  chaps,  with  a  bit  of  a  flop 
they  wag  their  tails  and  say,  "Bless  me,  another 
of  those  amateurs."  But  "  can  dae  "  is  easily  carried 
about,  and  if  "  Brom  Took  "  "  can  dae"  he  can  get 
good  sport  in  Clyde  yet. 

Possibly  the  particular  stretch  between  Crawford 
and  Elvanfoot  is  not  so  hard  fished  as  are  some 
of  the  others  for,  in  my  opinion,  the  simple  reason 
that  it  is  not  so  well  worth  fishing.  It  is  good- 
lookine,  streamy  water,  but  a  basket  taken  off 
this  stretch  does  not  average  out  so  well  as  on  some 
of  the  other  stretches,  and  an  angler  with  a  con- 
science is  apt  to  come  home  I  ight,  owing  to  the  putting 
back  of  the  many  spratlings  he  hooks.  This  particu- 
larly applies  to  fly  fishing  during  the  day  at  the 
present  season,  but — -and  here  is  a  tip — Clyde  fishers, 
as  a  body,  all  fish  down  stream,  and  if  "  Brom 
Took  "  is  an  adept,  and  can  throw  a  lightly  dressed 
floater  daintily  upstream  into  the  nooks  and  corners, 
troubling  the  main  stream  but  little,  he  will  get  a 
response  to  his  invitations  which  will  help  him  to 
enjoy  his  holiday. 

"  'The  best  time  or  times  ?  "  says  "  Brom  Took." 
Now  that  is  hard  to  answer,  because  of  the  want  of 
knowledge  as  to  what  class  of  fishing  is  specially 
affected  by  your  correspondent. 

The  best  time  for  fly  fishing  is  over  by  the  end  of 
May,  so  far  as  day  fishing  is  concerned. 

At  present  the  trout  are  just  bet>inning  to  "  come 
again  "  after  their  gorge  on  the  Stone  Fly,  which 


always  knocks  them  oS  their  feed  for  about  a  fort- 
night, and  an  expert  with  the  worm  can  have  a 
very  interesting  day  right  now. 

It  is  a  glorious  time  when  the  Stone  Fly  is  on. 
The  writer  was  as  happy  as  a  dog  with  two  tails  on 
the  Lamington  to  Abington  stretch  on  three  succes- 
sive days  in  early  June.  Clyde  is,  admittedly,  the 
hardest  fished  river  in  Britain,  and  yet — and  yet — 
though  I've  fished  from  the  Sol  way  to  the  Shetlands, 
the  Clyde,  in  a  generous  mood,  beats  them  all,  and 
it  is  free — free  as  the  air  you  breathe — and  if  you 
want  to  know  how  it  is  appreciated  by  the  men 
who  spend  most  of  their  lives  burrowing  deep  down 
in  the  bowels  of  old  mother  earth,  you  have  only 
to  see  the  Friday  evening  train  discharge  its  load 
at  every  station  from  Thankerton  to  Elvanfoot. 
Some  Fridays  and  Saturdays  you  can  hardly,  figura- 
tively speaking,  poke  your  rod  point  in  among 
them. 

Rough,  uncouth  blades,  but,  as  a  crowd,  sports- 
men in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  with  an 
outspoken  contempt  for  shop  -  made  gear,  and 
an  unbounded  faith  in  their  own  methods.  They 
kill  fish — they  deserve  to,  fishing  as  many  of  them 
do  right  through  from  Friday  afternoon  till  late  on 
Saturday  night. 

They  are  commencing  to  nibble  at  the  dry-fly 
method,  and  when  it  gets  to  be  the  vogue,  theie  will 
end  the  advantage  which  the  select  coterie  of  up- 
stream anglers  on  Clyde  enjoyed,  of  getting  a  full 
half-day  of  undisturbed  water  before  the  down 
streamers  came  swinging  down  from  the  upper 
station. 

If  worm  fishing  does  not  appeal  to  "  Brom  Took  " 
he  will — to  get  decent  fish — possibly  require  to  fish 
at  night  with  big  flies.  The  sport  with  these  is 
often  good,  but  very  uncertain ;  however,  he  will 
find  the  station-master  at  Crawford  a  capital  guide 
and  cheerily  willing  to  impart  information  on  night 
fishing.  It  your  correspondent  can  "  thole  it  oot  " 
till  daybreak  and  hitch  on  a  minnow,  natural,  not 
artificial,  when  the  sky  begins  to  "  grey,"  the  strap 
of  his  basket  may  need  hitching  off  the  aching  bit 
before  they  stop  banging  at  his  lure. 

In  brief,  you  must  oe  a  good  all-round  angler  to 
do  much  good  on  Clyde,  and  be  prepared  to  fish 
hard  and  all  the  time. 

As  an  old  angler  said  the  other  day,  "  Gie  them 
what  they  want  an'  the  troot  wuU  sune  tak'  it.  Its 
n£ie  yis  ava  fishin'  flee  if  they  are  grubbin  for 
gangers"  (that,  is  creeper),  and  he  was  right,  and 
the  maxim  applies  to  all  rivers  equally. 

Clyde  is  all  right  if  "  Brom  Took"  does  not  just 
play  at  fishing,  and  evea  if  he  does  he  can  always 
get  fun  up  either  of  the  camps.  Finally,  "  Brom 
Took,"  do  not  confine  your  attention  to  the  stretch 
mentioned  in  your  letter.  It  is  fairly  good,  but  the 
Lamington  to  Abington  stretch,  a  long  fish,  how- 
ever, is  better,  and  so  is  the  stretch  from  Abington 
(Glengonnar  foot)  to  Crawford.  Any  other  infor- 
mation necessary  will  be  willingly  giveu  by — Yours 
truly,  J.  Getiings  Johnston. 

SALMON  OR  TROUT  FISHING  NEAR 
INVERNESS. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  silmon  or 
trout  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Inverness — 
lochs  or  rivers — and  hotel  accommodation  ?  Any 
information  would  greatly  oblige — Yours  truly, 

J.  K.  A.  E. 


KNEELING  PAD  FOR  ANGLERS. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  just  had  our  attention 
called  to  a  letter  in  your  issue  of  June  10,  re  kneeling 
pad,  of  which  articles  we  have  made  various  patterns 
for  years  past.  Our  only  object  in  writing  to  you 
now  is  because  the  one  adveitised  is  advertised  as 
being  registered,  and  from  its  description  we  feel 
sure  that  it  resembles  one  of  our  patterns. 

We  have  same  post  written  Mr.  Hampson  on  the 
subject,  and  enclose  you  copy  of  the  letter  sent 
him. 

We  also  send  two  knee  pads  for  your  inspection, 
the  old  one  being  the  original  made  on  this  principle, 
and  which  has  been  in  use,  as  you  will  see,  many 
years  ;  the  other  is  as  now  made.  The  old  one  we 
should  like  returned,  but  the  other  we  should  be 
pleased  for  you  to  make  such  use  of  as  you  think 
proper.— Yours  truly,       R.  Wheatley  &  Son. 

Birmingham. 

[Messrs.  Wheatley  and  Son  send  me  two  leather 
knee  caps,  an  old  one,  which  is  not  padded,  and  a 
new  one  with  a  small  pad— both  have  combination 
elastic  and  leather  strap.  Although  it  does  not 
affect  the  principle,  I  can  assure  Messrs.  Wheatley 
that  the  caps  sent  are  not  nearly  so  good  as  Mr. 
Hampson' s,  which  is  quite  different  in  construction 
and  much  more  efficient;  in  fact,  one  could  kneel 
on  a  rough  rock  with  Mr.  Hampson 's,  as  it  affords 
far  more  protection  than  the  slight  caps  sent. — Ed.] 
{S&veral  letters  cure  una/ooidably  held  over.) 
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Thx  Fishino  Oazbttb  Is  published  every  Satnrdsy  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  B.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of  the  FismNG 
Gazette,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
Thb  Gazbttb  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Thb  Fibhinq  Oazbttb-  Luotbd,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

Tor  One  Year,  post  tree  to  any  part  of  Oreat  Britain 

and  Ireland  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .      lOi.  Od. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto        ..       6f.  id. 

Three  Months      ditto  ditto        ..       2i.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  anniul 

-    inbecTiption,  inclnding  postage  . .      12«,  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    ^       _       „£7  70 

Half  Page   _       ._       3  16  0 

A.  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  6$.  per  Inch  of  slngl*  eolnmn  (4  oola.  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  shonld  be 
addressed  to  the  Adtebtisbicbni  Manaobk,  St.  Dnnstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Advertitementt  mutt  arrive  not  later  than  (im  o'eloei  on 
Wedneidaus,  addretted  "Advertuement  Manater." 
Telegraphic  Address— "  DAWLEX,  Ijondon." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Recent  International  Fisheries  Congress 
at  Vienna. 

Herr  Carl  Paeske,  one  of  the  ofiBcials  of  the 
German  Angler  Zeitung,  represented  his  paper  at 
the  recent  Vienna  International  Fisheries  Congress, 
and  gives  some  account  of  it  in  the  current  number  of 
his  very  interesting  paper.  He  went  as  an  angler 
to  see  things  from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  and  he 
evidently  does  not  think  much  of  what  he  saw  and 
heard.  It  was  interesting,  he  says,  to  learn  that 
huchen  are  to  be  caught  with  live  rats  as  bait! 
But  nearly  all  the  lectures  referred  to  fish-culture 
and  fishing  for  profit ;  about  the  ideal  side  of  fish- 
ing, angling,  the  speakers  knew  nothing  and  cared 
less.  Even  about  fish  -  culture  and  fishing  for 
profit,  although  there  was  much  talk,  there  were  no 
new  ideas.  Herr  Paeske  was  down  to  speak  on  the 
sport  of  angling  as  last  on  the  list,  but  when  it 
canae  to  his  turn  the  oflScial  acting  as  president, 
seeing  the  attendance  was  so  small,  asked  him  to 
dispense  with  the  delivery  of  his  lecture  and  send 
it  in  manuscript  to  be  printed  in  the  report.  No 
wonder  Herr  Paeske  thought  small  beer  of  the 
whole  affair.  The  criticism  chiefly  heard  about 
the  congress  was,  he  says,  that  it  had  resulted  in  a 
great  deal  of  talking,  few  new  ideas,  and  what  good 
was  attained  was  that  "  people  got  to  know  each 
other,"  and  he  thinks  the  expense  was  a  bit  too 
heavy  for  mere  acquaintance  making. 

Ak  Indian  NEST-BuiLDraa  Fish. 

The  same  German  paper  gives  an  account  of  a 
fish  found  in  India  and  Southern  Asia  which  has 
the  peculiar  habit  of  crawling  on  land  with  its  fins. 
It  has  also  other  remarkable  peculiarities.  The 
care  of  the  eggs  and  young  falls  to  the  lot  of  the 
male  fish,  who  builds  a  nest  of  air  bladders  for 
their  protection.  He  makes  the  nest  by  sucking  in 
air  from  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  makes 
bladders  out  of  his  slime  until  he  has  got  quite  a 
mass  of  them  together  in  a  circular  shape.  It 
takes  about  three  days  to  build  this  curious  nest, 
made  of  layer  after  layer  of  bladders  until  it  is 
aljout  three  inches  in  thickness.  When  the  nest 
builder  finds  his  wife  is  ready  to  lay  her  eggs  he 
makes  her  go  into  the  nest,  where  from  one  hundred 


and  fifty  to  two  hundred  eggs  are  laid  at  a  time. 
As  the  female  would  eat  the  eggs,  the  first  duty  of 
the  male  is  to  drive  her  off,  and  then  he  'sees  to  it 
that  the  eggs  are  kept  in  a  gentle  current  by  fanning 
them.  The  eggs  hatch  out  in  three  days,  and 
should  one  of  the  fry  fall  out  of  the  nest  its  father 
carefully  puts  it  back  again;  but  two  hundred 
babies  give  him  a  lot  of  trouble,  though  he  often 
has  seven  or  eight  in  his  mouth  at  a  time  to  put 
back.  His  wife,  instead  of  helping  him  to  look 
after  the  family,  is  all  the  time  looking  out  for 
stragglers  to  devour.  Nature,  so  prodigal  in  the 
production  of  fish  eggs,  provides  all  kinds  of  checks 
on  their  unrestricted  development ;  if  this  were  not 
so,  one  family  alone,  the  herrings,  would  in  a  few 
years  fill  all  the  seas  of  the  world  and  choke  them 
up  with  fish-bones. 


Anglinq  Competitions  in  Germany 
Heil." 


?  Petri  r" 


"Friih-Auf"  ("early  up")  is  a  favourite  name 
for  German  angling  clubs,  and  at  this  season  of  the 
year  the  German  Angler  Zeitung  contains  accounts 
of  their  fishing  matches.  On  Sunday,  June  18,  the 
Central  Union  of  the  Berlin  Friends  of  Angling  had 
a  match  to  see  who  was  king  of  the  anglers. 
Thirty-six  anglers  in  twenty  boats  fished  the 
Rummelsburger  Lake  in  a  steady  downpour,  which 
soaked  every  contestant  to  the  skin.  In  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  the  lot  caught  three  pounds  of 
fish.  The  greatest  fish  weighed  129  grammes,  and 
the  next  greatest  120  grammes.  The  captors, 
Herr  Gartenschliiger  and  Herr  Heese,  amid  great 
rejoicing,  were  declared  king  and  knight,  and  duly 
adorned  with  the  insignia  of  office.  The  com- 
petitors then  adjourned  for  breakfast  on  Love 
Island,  and  kept  on  having  breakfast  until  a  late 
hour  of  the  day.  Our  German  angling  friends 
carry  out  these  competitions  with  tremendous 
enthusiasm.  Processions  with  banners,  songs,  and 
music,  an  hour  or  two's  fishing,  then  feasting  and 
more  music  and  songs,  great  speechifying,  a  grand 
torchlight  procession,  and  a  finish  up  with  a  ball. 
They  naturally  do  not  expect  to  catch  many  fish 
on  these  occasions,  but  they  certainly  do  have,  as 
our  American  friends  say,  "a  high  old  time," 
under  the  protection  of  St.  Peter,  the  angler's 
patron  saint.  For  one  thing,  our  German  friends 
can  sing,  and  it  is  a  delightful  experience  on  a 
moonlight  night  to  come  home  from  an  outing  of 
this  kind  on  the  Rhine  or  other  river  with  boat- 
loads of  anglers  of  both  sexes,  all  singing  grand  old 
German  songs. 

"  Aus  den  Wassern  schallt  es  Antwort, 
Und  in  Wirbeln  Klingt  es  wieder !  '' 


A  Hint  for  Salmon  Reel  Makers. 

Makers  of  salmon  reels  and  other  reels  on  which 
there  is  only  one  handle  would  much  improve  the 
run  of  the  reel  if  they  thickened  the  reel  plate 
opposite  the  handle  in  some  way,  by  the  adcQtion 
of  metal  to  compensate  for  the  weight  of  the 
handle  (it  might  take  the  form  of  a  metal  stud 
with  rounded  edges,  and  could  carry  name  of  reel 
maker).  What  happens  when  you  hook  a  lively 
salmon  which  takes  off  line  rapidly  is  that  un- 
necessary strain  is  thrown  on  the  teeth  of  the  cog- 
wheels, and  the  whole  reel  is  shaken,  especially 
when  some  line  is  off.  The  faster  the  reel  is  turned 
the  more  violent  is  the  shaking,  and  this  is  entirely 
obviated  by  balancing  the  handle  by  means  of  a 
counterpoise.  A  reel  with  two  handles  like 
the  Nottingham  runs  without  the  least  shake, 
simply  because  one  handle  balances  the  other.  If 
anyone  doubts  the  correctness  of  this  let  them  take 
one  of  the  handles  off  their  Nottingham  reel  and 
try  to  cast  with  it.  A  good  Nottingham  reel  will 
keep  revolving  after  a  good  spin  for  over  two 
minutes — take  a  handle  off  and  it  will  not  spin  at 
all,  it  only  grunts  and  stops.  Makers  of  driving 
wheels  of  engines  have  to  put  a  lump  of  metal  on 
the  wheel  opposite  the  attachment  to  the  connect- 
ing rod  or  it  won't  work ;  and  all  single-handle 
reels  would  work  far  more  smoothly  and  last  longer 
if  they  had  a  counterpoise,  which  need  not  be 
unsightly  or  the  least  in  the  way. 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Finking  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  nnbiect."—J<\nhing  OaiUte, 


Salmon  Jumping  into  Boats. 

"Whist,"  writing  in  the  Newcastle  Joti/rnal  of 
July  5,  Bays: — 

"  Two  or  three  years  ago,  a  Tyne  boatman  was 
brought  up  for  having  had  in  his  possession  a  salmon 
out  of  season.  He  solemnly  protested  that  the  fish 
had  jumped  into  his  boat.  But  the  magistrates  (it 
waa  at  South  Shields,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection ) 
regarded  his  statement  as  an  absurdity,  believed 
him  to  be  telling  lies,  and  punished  him.  At  the 
time  I  ventured  to  maintain  here  that  the  boat- 
man's tale  was  not  incredible,  and  mentioned  that 
Thomas  Daglish,  a  Blaydon  keelman,  and  most 
worthy  and  truthful  man,  once  told  me  of  a  like 
thing  happening  to  him.  But  that  was  a  long, 
long  time  ago.  Let  me  now  ask  my  readers  who 
remember  that  little  controversy,  and  Ukewise  my 
readers  who  do  not  remember  it,  to  peruse  the 
most  interesting  letter,  recounting  his  own  remark- 
able experience,  which  I  have  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Storey.  Mr.  Storey's  letter,  which  puts  the  fact 
of  a  salmon's  jumping  out  of  the  water  into  a  vessel 
afloat  out  of  all  controversy,  is  dated  from  Paxton 
House,  near  Berwick-on-Tweed,  July  3,  and  runs 
thus: — 'Fishing  here  to-day,  I  was  just  making  a 
cast  when  a  salmon  jumped  over  the  seat,  struck 
my  leg,  and  fell  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  when 
we  secured  her.  She  scaled  81b.  I  have  never  in 
twenty-eight  years  of  angling  had  such  an  experience 
before,  nor  has  my  boatman,  who  has  rowed  the 
Tweed  for  thirty-two  years.'  " 

There  are  many  well  authenticated  cases  of 
salmon,  trout,  and  other  fish  jumping  into  boats. 
I  remember  an  Irish  case  where  two  anglers  were 
trout  fishing  when  a  big  salmon  jumped  into  their 
boat.  They  had  no  licence  to  take  salmon,  so  one 
rushed  off  to  get  one,  whUe  the  other  kept  the  fish 
alive  by  letting  it  suck  the  whiskey  bottle. 


A  Prolific  Galloway  Salmon. 

An  Irish  correspondent  says:  — 

"  I  send  you  a  local  yam,  which  bears  as  much 
truth  as  can  be  elicited  in  most  fishy  stories.  It 
may  do  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  a  wet  day. 

" '  Somewhere  near  Oarsphaim,  Galloway,  is 
a  farm — Drumness — at  one  time  tenanted  by  a 
man  named  Dickson.  An  English  visitor  named 
McMurdo  was  staying  there  for  the  fishing,  and  on 
one  of  his  fishing  excursions  he  saw  a  large  salmon 
in  one  of  the  pools.  This  fish  he  ried  by  all  he 
knew  to  get  hold  of  to  send  to  his  friends  in 
Rochdale.  As  his  hohdays  were  nearly  over,  and 
the  fish  still  at  large,  and  fair  means  being  of  no 
avail,  he  determined  by  any  means  to  effect  its 
capture.  So  he  rummaged  about  the  farm  and  foimd 
an  old  leister,  which  he  cleaned  up,  but  could  not 
get  a  handle  for.  However,  that  night,  when  seeing 
a  crony  from  Dairy  part  of  the  way  home,  he  saw 
in  a  garden  a  saugh  tree  (willow)  with  a  stick  on  it 
which  would  do  for  his  shaft.  So  he  pruned  it,  went 
back  rejoicing,  and  fitted  it  into  the  leister.  Next 
morning  he  set  off  in  high  glee  to  try  his  hand  at 
spearing  the  fish.-  At  last  he  saw  the  fish,  and 
drove  the  leister  into  its  back.  Result — he  was 
chucked  head  over  heels  into  the  pool,  and  the  fish 
made  off  with  his  tools.  After  getting  off  his  wet 
clothes  and  bad  language,  he  started  back  to  look 
for  the  brute.  No  use — he  had  to  go  home  to 
Rochdale  without  the  salmon.  Next  season  saw 
him  back  at  his  old  quarters,  and  on  going  to  the 
pool  where  he  lost  the  fish  he  saw  a  wonderful  sight 
■ — a  bush  moving  u2)-stream.  Looking  closer  he 
saw  a  salmon  entangled  in  it.  Running  to  the 
farm  he  got  the  farmer,  the  shepherd,  and  the 
farmer's  sister,  with  a  stand  of  cart  ropes,  and 
after  a  long  time  they  managed  to  get  the  bush 
out.  When  they  went  to  get  the  salmon  they 
found  the  old  leister  stickirig  in  it,  and  the  green 
willow  handle  had  taken  root  in  its  back  and  grown 
into  the  bush !  ■  " 

There  is  a  flavour  of  the  famous  Baron  about 
this  story. 

Bass  at  Eastbourne. 
Mr.  J.  N.  Cuddon,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Walton  and 
Cotton  Angling  Society,  has  been  fishing  at  East- 
bourne lately,  and  informs  me  that  several  good 
bass  have  been  taken  from  the  beach  lately,  the 
largest,  so  he  was  informed,  going  141b.  He  lost  a 
big  fellow,  the  double  salmon  gut  breaking  at  a 


knot. 


R.  B.  Marston. 
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AN  ANGLEB'S  CANAL. 

So  much  has  of  late  been  written  of  our  national 
neglect  of  inland  waterways  that  it  is  pleasing  to 
find  a  canal  here  and  there  which,  though  it  may 
fail  of  its  original  purpose,  serves  a  useful  object 
as  an  angler's  playground.  The  Hythe  Military 
Canal  has  somewhat  less  reason  than  the  rest  to 
feel  any  regret  that  the  object  with  which  it  was 
cut  in  the  first  instance  has  ceased  to  exist.  It  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Napoleon  Column  over  at 
Boulogne,  for  it  was,  like  the  Martello  Towers,  part 


and  parcel  of  a  national  scheme  of  resistance  to 
the  dreaded  invasion  of  the  Grand  Army.  It  was 
not,  therefore,  constructed,  like  so  many  others, 
with  commercial  intentions,  for,  with  all  respect  to 
the  pretty  town  of  Hythe,  it  may  be  said,  so  far  as 
commerce  goes,  to  lead  from  nowhere  to  nowhere, 
debouching  in  Rye  Bay,  a  little  east  of  Hastings, 
with  no  port  to  mark  its  embouchure. 

Yet,  in  a  county  singularly  lacking  in  rivers 
suitable  for  angling  and  boating,  the  Hythe  Canal 
is  a  sporting  asset  of  great  importance.  Folkestone 


• 


Canadian  Canoe  on 

and  the  neighbouring  resorts  have,  in  fact,  no 
other  playground  of  the  kind  nearer  than  the 
Stour,  which  falls  into  Pegwell  Bay  in  equally 
unobtrusive  fashion.  Therefore  the  Hythe  Canal 
is  very  popular,  for  it  can  be  reached  from 
Folkestone  in  a  few  minutes  by  tram,  brake,  or 
motor,  and  it  runs  for  many  miles,  with  but  one 
dam  to  lift  one's  boat  round,  over  the  Sussex 
border. 

!►  The  history  of  its  tenancy  has  not  seen  many 
changes.  Government  leased  it  to  the  Corporation 
for  ninety-nine  years,  and  that  in  turn  accepted  the 


railway  company  as  tenant  for  twenty-one  years. 
During  the  concluding  period  of  that  tenancy,  the 
company  effected  immense  improvements  in  the 
way  of  cutting  the  weed  and  clearing  the  bed  of 
obstructions,  and  if  it  was  not  profitable  to  the 
company  itself,  there  can  be  no  question  as  to 
the  gratitude  which  local  anglers  owe  to  its 
enterprise. 

The  present  lessee,  Mr.  Graveney,  has  just  taken 
over  the  whole  ri^ts  of  fishing  and  boating  for 
seven  years.  Even  private  boats  pay  him  £1 
licence,  but  he  has  a  great  number  of  his  own  for 


public  use.  His  is  the  Canadian  canoe  in  the  photo- 
graph, which  recently,  with  three  officers  from 
Shorncliffe,  went  over  the  whole  course  to  Cliff  End, 
the  Sussex  terminus. 

The  charges  for  coarse  fishing  (there  is  no  other) 
are  Is.  a  day,  2s.  6d.  a  fortnight,  43.  a  month,  or 
12s.  for  the  season.  Fishing  for  roach,  bream, 
tench,  rudd,  and  eels  opens  on  June  16,  pike  fishing 
on  July  1,  but  is  not  really  good  until  the  middle 
of  November,  and  best  in  February.  Pike  fishermen 
use  both  spinning  tackle  and  live  bait,  and  some 


THE  Hythe  Canal. 

members  of  the  local  angling  association  enjoy 
excellent  sport.  There  are,  if  anything,  too  many 
pike  in  the  canal  for  the  other  fish  to  do  well. 
Perch  are  not  plentiful,  and  exceedingly  shy  biters, 
with  the  result  that  few  are  caught. 

F.  G.  Aplalo. 


Hebeidean  Sporting  Association,  Ltd.  — 
The  total  catch  in  Finsbay  Loch  for  five  days 
ending  July  7  has  been  sixty-four  sea -trout,  weighing 
31  lb.  8oz.,  heaviest  1  lb.  6oz. 


LAKGE  SALMON. 


Dueing  the  past  few  weeks  several  large  salmon 
have  been  exhibited  for  sale  at  various  fish-shops 
in  London,  but  probably  the  largest  of  all  was  on 
view  at  Spiers  and  Pond's  Stores,  near  Ludgate 
Hill  Station.  On  Thursday  afternoon  of  last  week 
this  fish  weighed  63lb.,  and  was  47in.  in  length,  a 
fine,  well-made  fish,  but  not  equal  in  girth  and 
thickness  to  one  I  saw  in  March,  1896,  at  Craig's 
Restaurant,  in  the  Strand,  which,  5in.  or  Gin.  less 
in  length,  scaled  62  Jib.  The  latter  was  undoubtedly 
the  handsomest  salmon  I  ever  saw.  Both  of  these 
were  from  the  Tay.— R.  B.  L.  in  the  Field. 


MR.  ROBEET  TUENBULL'S 
ANGLING  SPECIALITIES. 


Mr.  Robert  Turnbull,  fishing  rod  and  tackle 
manufacturer,  of  10  and  12,  Hanover-street, 
Edinburgh,  sends  us  some  very  useful  and  practical 
novelties  or  improvements  which  he  haa  recently 
brought  out.  The  Turnbull  Special  Creel  (p.  46  of 
list)  is  made  to  his  design  of  buff-round  wands, 
in  an  improved  shape :  it  is  light,  roomy,  and  very 
strong.  It  can  be  had  plain  or  fitted  with  straps 
for  waders  or  coat,  and  with  a  detachable  water- 
proof bag  in  front  for  lunch,  flask,  fly-book,  etc. 
It  has  leather  hinges  and  a  brass  hasp,  and  is  in 
every  way  a  first-class  creel,  which  will  last  an 
angler  many  years — much  longer  than  the  ordinary 
light  French  wicker  creels. 

Turnhull'H  Trannparmt  Mounted  Cast  Envelopes 
(p.  69  of  list). — In  these  very  strong  envelopes  the 
gut  is  quite  safe  from  damp,  and  Mr.  T.  supplies  a 
neat  pig-skin  leather-case  to  hold  six  and  a  stouter 
one  to  hold  twelve  of  the  envelopes.  As  each  fly 
can  be  distinctly  seen  it  is  easy  to  pick  out  the  cast 
you  want,  and  there  is  no  chance  of  entanglement. 

Turnbuir.1  Sjiecial  Dry-Fhj  Heel. — It  is  interest- 
ing to  find  dry-fly  fishing  making  such  headway  in 
the  North  that  Mr.  Turnbull  has  thought  it  worth 
while  to  bring  out  a  special  dry-fly  reel,  and  an 
excellent  one  it  is — very  light,  very  narrow,  and  of 
large  diameter,  so  that  it  winds  up  very  quickly. 
It  is  made  of  a  specially  light  metal,  stronger  and 
harder  than  aluminium.  The  spring,  tongue,  and 
check  wheel  are  made  of  best  tempered  steel.  The 
dium  can  be  instantly  released  by  a  turn  of  the 
centre  screw  (which  is  attached  to  drum  and  cannot 
get  lost).  At  present  this  capital  reel  is  made  only 
in  two  sizes,  but  other  sizes  will  be  made.  I 
hope  Mr.  Turnbull  will  read  my  remarks  in  an 
"  Occasional  Note "  on  the  necessity  of  adding 
a  counterpoise  to  single  reel  handles.  With  a 
very  few  modifications  this  new  reel  of  his  would 
make  a  good  reel  to  cast  from  in  Nottingham 
style,  and  the  only  other  suggestion  I  have  to 
make  is  that  anglers  should  have  the  choice  of 
having  a  noisy  or  silent  check.  Personally,  I  very 
much  dislike  the  noisy  check.  To  go  with  the 
dry-fly  reel  is  a  neat  little  dry-fly  box,  "  The 
Universal.''-  This  Mr.  Turnbull  designed  in  response 
to  an  oft-repeated  request  for  a  cheap  dry-fly  box  ; 
it  is  fitted  with  a  six-step  cork,  and  will -hold  about 
three  dozen  flies — and  very  nice  split-wing  floaters 
Mr.  Turnbull  makes.  There  is  one  fly  with  starling 
wing,  bright  yellow  hackle,  and  yellow  body — 1 
should  have  said  it  was  much  too  yellow  if  I  had 
not  seen  a  Yellow  Dun  thick  on  the  Tweed  of 
which  this  fly  of  Mr.  TurnbuU's  instantly  re- 
minded me. 

Transparent  Minnorv  and  other  Spinning  Bait 
Cases. — Mr.  Turnbull  is  making  excellent  use  of 
celluloid.  Here  we  have  square  and  circular 
transparent  boxes  very  strong  and  very  cheap. 
Everybody  knows  what  a  nuisance  phantoms  and 
Devons  and  other  baits  with  triangles  are  to  carry 
about ;  these  light  little  boxes  are  designed  by  Mr. 
Turnbull  to  "  fill  a  long-felt  want  of  being  able  to 
take  a  few  minnows  in  the  pocket,  instead  of  taking 
a  large  box  of  minnows  on  every  occasion." 

The  CoUajisihle  "  Gazette"  Net. — The  joint  and 
arms  of  this  net  are  made  of  a  special  light  metal 
which  is  stronger  and  more  durable  than  aluminium. 
This  net  is  one  of  those  which  open  out  as  you 
turn  the  arms  over  away  from  the  handle  ;  but, 
personally,  I  do  not  like  any  net  which  does  not 
lock  after  doing  this,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Turnbull  will 
send  out  none  as  the  Gazette "  net  unless  he 
corrects  this  fatal  objection.  A  landing-net  should 
be  quite  rigid  for  satisfactory  use.     One  which 
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SOME    OF    MR.   ROBERT  TURNBULL'S 
ANGLING  SPECIALITIES. 

(10  and  12,  Hanover-street,  Edinburgh.) 


Lady's  Eod.  The  "Eox- 
BDBGH,"  9ft.  and  9Jft. 


Minnow  Cases  (Tbanspaeent)  and  Box 


The  "  Tuknbull  Combination' 
Rod. 


Turnbull's  Special  Dey-Fly  Reel. 


4  M^..A  ::ikA  JmM, 


The  "Univeesal"  Dby-Fly  Box. 
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doubles  back  on  you  at  a  critical  moment  is  worse 
than  none  at  all. 

Mr.  Tumbull's  split  cane  and  greenheart  salmon 
and  trout  rods  are  very  highly  spoken  of  by  his 
customers,  and  his  well-illustrated  list  shows  that 
he  ;  is  able  to  supply  anything  anglers  require. 
Two  little  packets  of  what  I  thought  contained 
court-plaster  I  found  to  have  clear-water  worm 
tackles  made  with  eyed-hooks  ready  for  mounting 
to  the  end  of  your  cast.  R.  B.  M, 


THE  SALMON  AND  TEOUT 
ASSOCIATION. 


A  MEETiNQ  of  the  council  of  the  Salmon  and 
Trout  Association  was  held  at  Fishmongers'  Hall 
on  Monday,  July  3,  the  Duke  of  Abercom,  K.G., 
G.B.,  in  the  chair.  There  were  present:  Mr.  J.  W. 
Willis  Bund,  Mr.  Charles  Murray,  M.P.,  Mr.  L. 
Sawrey-Cookson,  Mr.  Bryan  Durant,  Mr.  Henry 
Ffennell,  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  Mr.  John 
Hotchkis,  Mr.  E.  Stafford  Howard,  O.B.,  Mr.  I.  S. 
Lister,  Colonel  R.  F.  Meysey  Thompson,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Travers,  Mr.  G.  Weston,  and  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse. 

Letters  of  regret  were  read  from  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  Sir  Henry  Seton-Karr,  Sir  Charles  Petrie, 
Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding, 
Mr.  R.  W.  May,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Pope. 

The  treasurer  submitted  his  financial  statement, 
showing  a  balance  to  date  of  £314  83.  lOd. 

The  following  were  elected  members  of  the 
association:— Mr.  Charles  H.  B.  Caldwell,  Captain 
Hugh  Cheape,  Captain  Edward  Dawes,  Mr.  Robert 
English,  the  Hon.  A.  Erskine  Gathorne-Hardy,  Sir 
Arthur  Grant,  Bart.,  Mr.  John  Hall,  Mr.  P.  C. 
Mackenzie,  Sir  Henry  Meredyth,  Bart.,  and  Mr. 

C.  R.  Pilkington. 

Council. — A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  John  Fell 
stating  that  owing  to  ill-health  he  was  obliged  to 
resign  from  the  council,  as  also  a  letter  from  Dr.  D. 
Noel  Baton  resigning  membership.  The  Earl  of 
Denbigh,  C.V.O.,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
council. 

The  hon.  secretary  was  directed  to  write  to  Dr. 

D.  Noel  Paton  expressing  the  council's  regret  at 
his  decision  to  retire  from  the  association  for  the 
reasons  given  in  his  letter. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed: — 
Parliamentary  Committee. — The  Duke  of  Bedford, 
K.G.,  the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  C.V.O.,  the  Earl  of 
Mayo,  K.P.,  P.C.,  the  Earl  of  Ancaster,  P.C.,  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Sir 
Henry  Seton-Karr,  C.M.G.,  M.P.,  Sir  Charles  Petrie, 
Aldn.,  Mr.  E.  Stafford  Howard,  C.B.,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Willis  Bund,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding, 
Mr.  J.  Garvey,  Mr.  E.  Lort  Phillips,  Mr.  T. 
McDermott,  Mr.  Leonard  J.  Maton,  Mr.  Chas.  J. 
Murray,  M.P.,  Mr.  J.  A.  Place,  Mr.  E.  G.  Pretyman, 
M.P.,  Mr.  J.  A.  Travers,  together  with  ex-officio 
members.  Finance  Committee. — Mr.  J.  W.  Willis 
Bund,  Mr.  E.  Lort  Phillips,  Mr.  J.  A.  Travers, 
together  with  ex-ofiicio  members. 

English  Bill.— Omission  of  Sub-Section  6  of 
Sec.  4.  A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  D.  Noel  Paton 
objecting  to  the  omission  of  Sub-Sec.  6  of  Sec.  4, 
and  Mr.  E.  Stafford  Howard,  O.B.,  stated  he  agreed 
with  the  regret  expressed  by  Dr.  Noel  Paton  that 
it  was  a  mistake  to  have  withdrawn  the  clause. 
After  discussion,  it  was  unanimously  resolved, 
"That  Dr.  Noel  Paton's  letter  and  the  replies 
from  the  several  Boards  of  Conservators  embody- 
ing suggestions  for  the  amendment  of  the  draft 
Bill  be  referred  to  the  parliamentary  committee." 

Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act. — The  council 
considered  the  recommendation  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  May  9  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  English 
Salmon  Bill  empowering  fishery  authorities  to 
enforce  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act.  It 
was  considered  that  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  a  clause  being  inserted  in  the  Bill  as  suggested, 
but  as  the  president  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  agreed  to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with 
rivers  pollution,  etc.,  it  was  deemed  desirable  that 
the  council  should  first  ascertain  particulars  of  the 
Bill  before  inserting  any  clauses  in  the  Salmon  Bills. 

Scotch  Bill.— A  letter  was  read  from  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  stating  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Lord  Linlithgow,  had 
informed  him  that  he  intended  to  introduce  as  a 
Ciovernment  measure  in  the  House  of  Lords  the 
Salmon  Fisheries  Scotland  Amendment  Bill. 

Irish  Bill.— The  Duke  of  Abercom  informed  the 


council  that  he,  with  the  hon.  secretary,  had  seen 
Mr.  Walter  Long,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  who 
had  agreed  to  receive  a  deputation  from  the 
association  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  hira 
the  Irish  Salmon  Rsheries  Amendment  Bill.  It 
was  resolved,  "  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Duke  of 
Abercom  and  the  hon.  secretary  to  arrange  a 
deputation  to  the  Irish  Secretary." 

It  was  resolved  that  the  following  be  appointed 
a  special  committee  to  consider  and  suggest  what 
steps  should  be  taken  for  a  scientific  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  habits  of  salmon,  etc.: — Mr.  J.  W. 
Willis  Bund,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell, 
Mr.  John  Hotchkis,  Sir  Charles  Petrie,  Aldn.,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Travers,  together  with  ex-officio  members. 


NEWFOUNDLAND  FISHING. 


Editor  Forest  and  Stream: — Salmon  and  sea- 
trout  fishing  have  commenced  on  the  west  coast. 
Some  visitors  have  already  arrived,  and  more  are 
expected.  Among  others  fishing  at  present  are  J. 
C.  Price,  Kent,  England ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wadner  and 
Miss  Rankin,  Boston  ;  Sir  Bryan  and  Lady  Leigh  ton ; 
Messrs.  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Huntress,  England ; 
Donald  Keith  and  son,  Halifax ;  John  C.  Dallum, 
Dr.  Norris,  Philadelphia ;  R.  Edwards,  F.  Vinburg, 
Baltimore.  Many  more  are  expected  during  the 
next  few  weeks.  The  fishing  is  good,  and  there  is 
room  enough  for  all  as  the  rivers  and  lakes  are 
innumerable. 

The  first  reports  from  the  rivers  have  just  come 
to  hand,  and  I  send  you  a  copy  of  one  that  came 
in  yesterday.  The  weather  is  pleasant,  though  the 
rivers  are  not  yet  at  their  best.  There  is  a  goodly 
number  of  visitors  enjoying  the  sport  on  the  various 
rivers,  and  all  appear  to  be  enjoying  themselves. 

Sir  Bryan  and  Lady  Leighton  are  reported  as 
having  had  some  magnificent  fishing  during  the  last 
few  days. 

Mr.  Newman  caught  and  sent  a  25lb.  salmon  to 
a  friend  in  this  city.  It  was  photographed  by  Mr. 
J.  Vey,  at  whose  studio  I  saw  copies  of  the  picture. 
It  was  a  grand  fish. 

One  or  two  of  the  annexed  items  would  seem  to 
argue  that  some  of  our  sportsmen  were  "  fish  hogs.'' 
It  must  always  be  remembered  for  our  people  that 
our  outlook  is  very  different  from  that  of  most 
other  people.  We  are  accustomed  to  see,  talk,  and 
live  in  an  atmosphere  of  fish — as  we  do  not  reckon 
them  by  the  pair,  but  by  the  million,  or  the  hundred 
quintals.  Thus  ten  or  twenty  dozen  of  trout  to 
men  who  have  been  accustomed  to  handle  fish  by 
the  hundred  quintals  seem  a  mere  bagatelle. 
Besides,  those  trouters  get  off  only  for  a  day  or  two 
for  the  season,  and  bring  back  enough  then  to 
supply  all  their  neighbours  for  a  day  or  two. 
Incidentally  it  will  illustrate  how  plentiful  the  trout 
are,  when  these  large  catches  will  be  equalled  and 
exceeded  by  hundreds  of  sportsmen  during  the 
season. 

The  reports  sent  are : — 

South  Branch. — Three  salmon  taken  yesterday. 

Little  River. — Sportsmen  camped  at  Grand  river 
caught  one  salmon  yesterday,  weighing  361b.,  and 
another  over  301b. 

Topsail. — Trout  reported  plentiful  in  all  ponds. 

Crabs.  —  Two  salmon  caught  in  Crabs  river 
yesterday. 

Port-aux-Basques. — Fifteen  dozen  trout  caught 
here  yesterday  by  ten  persons,  from  ^Ib.  to  1  lb.  in 
weight. 

Gambo . — Reported  that  Mr.  Archibald  and  another 
man  caught  couple  dozen  fine  trout  in  the  course  of 
one  and  a  half  hour,  averaging  from  1  lb.  to  21b. 
Also  party  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  secured 
several  dozen  about  same  size  up  Gambo  river. 

Holyrood. — Trout  reported  plentiful  in  all  ponds ; 
no  report  of  salmon. 

Kelligrews. — Plenty  of  trout  in  ponds  around 
here ;  few  salmon  caught  in  nets  at  Kelley's  Island. 

Mr.  Cobb  sent  a  27jlb.  salmon,  caught  at  Codroy, 
by  yesterday's  train,  to  Mr.  H.  C.  Crawford. 

Messrs.  Crawley,  Veitch,  and  Dumphy  yesterday 
returned  from  a  fishing  trip  at  Murphy's  Gullies, 
near  Holyrood,  having  secured  thirty-four  dozen 
trout,  averaging  from  3lb.  to  5lb.  each. 

Messrs.  W.  Coady,  J.  Ryan,  and  J.  Clarke  arrived 
from  Beaver  Pond,  at  the  head  of  Big  Pond,  last 
evening  with  fifty-one  dozen  excellent  trout  taken 
there  for  one  day's  fishing.  They  filled  their  baskets 
in  three  hours  —  the  fish  were  so  numerous.  — 
W.  J.  0.  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


ANOTHER  YORKSHIRE  ESK 
"  FIXED  ENGINES  "  CASE. 


Whitby  Petty  Sessions. 
Saturday,  July  1. 

Before  W.  H.  S.  Pyman  (chairman)  and 
W.  Ness  Walker,  Esqs. 

Weighting  Salmon  Nets. — William  Barrett, 
fisherman,  was  summoned  by  Wm.  Luke,  head 
water  bailiff  of  the  Esk  Fishery  Board  of  Con- 
servators, for  unlawfully  weighting  a  salmon  fishing 
net,  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  North  Sea,  on 
June  23. 

Mr.  W.  Brown,  clerk  to  the  Board,  conducted 
the  case  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  T.  L.  Phillips, 
solicitor,  appeared  for  defendant.  There  was  a 
large  attendance  of  fishermen  in  court. 

Mr.  Phillips  said  he  was  afraid  they  were  in  this 
position,  that  they  must  of  necessity  throw  them- 
selves on  the  mercy  of  the  court,  and  he  asked 
that  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  something  in 
extenuation. 

The  clerk :  Then  you  plead  guilty  ? 

Mr.  Phillips:  Yes. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that  case  was  of  a  sort  he  had 
had  to  bring  before  them  two  or  three  times  lately, 
and  it  was  a  very  simple  one.  Luke,  the  bailiff  of 
the  Esk  Fishery  Board,  assisted  by  the  two  Tweed 
bailiffs  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  F.  Ley,  J.P.,  were  patrol- 
ling on  the  night  of  June  23,  and  very  early,  in 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  came  across  a 
coble  and  net  of  the  defendant's.  On  examination 
they  found  a  large  stone  at  one  end  of  the  net, 
and  a  smaller  stone  fixed  in  the  middle.  (The 
stones  were  produced  by  Luke. )  They  also  ascer- 
tained that  the  depth  of  water  at  the  shore  end  of 
the  net  was  9  feet,  and  at  the  other  end  of  the 
net  28  feet.  He  was  instructed  by  the  Board  of 
Conservators  to  say  that  while  they  were  quite 
prepared  to  go  on  and  suppress  that  style  of  stoning 
or  fixing  of  nets,  which  was  proved  to  be  illegal, 
they  did  not  in  that  particular  case  press  for  a 
heavy  penalty.  It  might  be  thought  that  that  was 
a  little  bit  hard,  but  they  could  not  go  beyond  the 
Act,  and  in  that  case  the  defendant,  who  was  the 
owner,  was  not  on  board,  but  was,  nevertheless, 
responsible  for  the  action  of  his  servants. 

Wm.  Luke  said  that  he  wa.s  with  Mackintosh 
and  Malcolm,  Tweed  watchers,  on  duty  outside 
Whitby  piers  early  on  the  23rd,  and  found 
defendant's  coble  100  yards  outside  N.E.  from  the 
east  pier  end.  They  made  an  examination  of  the 
coble  and  net.  The  shore  end  of  the  net  was 
examined  first,  and  he  found  the  largest  stone 
produced  attached.  In  the  middle  of  the  net  was 
the  second  stone ;  both  were  securely  attached  to 
the  net.  They  took  the  names  of  the  occupants  of 
the  coble,  John  Hansell,  John  Winspear,  and 
Arthur  Thompson.  Hansell  responded  to  the 
charge  they  made  against  the  men  of  fishing 
illegally.  The  net  was  fast  to  the  bottom.  He 
took  the  depth  of  water  at  the  shore  end  of  the 
net,  and  found  it  to  be  9  feet ;  the  depth  at  the 
sea  end  was  28  feet.  A  great  part  of  the  net  was 
on  the  bottom.  He  charged  the  men  in  the  boat 
and  reported  the  case. 

Mr.  Brown  said  the  other  bailiffs  could  just 
corroborate  if  the  magistrates  liked  to  hear  them. 

The  chairman  said  he  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary.    Was  the  boat  anchored  ? 

Luke:  I  cannot  say.  I  think  the  boat  was 
anchored,  but  not  attached  to  the  net. 

Mr.  Brown  asked  him  about  the  conduct  of  the 
men  since. 

Witness  replied  that  the  boat  had  not  been 
fishing  since,  and  defendant  had  dismissed  the  men. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that  was  his  case. 

Mr.  Phillips  said  it  was  unfortunate  for  defend- 
ant that  the  law  had  been  so  framed  that  although 
absent  he  was  responsible  for  what  the  occupants 
of  the  coble  did  on  the  night  in  question.  It  was 
very  hard  on  the  owner  who  was  not  there  that  he 
should  be  brought  before  them  and  have  to  pay 
for  an  offence  committed  by  others  in  his  absence. 
He  was  instructed  that  defendant  had  been  em- 
ployed on  board  the  dredger  for  the  past  ten 
weeks,  and  that  Hansell  and  Winspear  were  really 
the  men  who  committed  the  offence.  Those  two 
men  went  to  the  defendant  and  urged  him  to  allow 
them  to  use  his  coble  and  nets  as  salmon  were 
being  caught  and  it  was  time  they  were  catching 
something.  Defendant  allowed  them  to  take  his 
boat  on  the  usual  terms,  and  they  compieQced 
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fishing  at  the  end  of  May,  but  up  to  the  preaent 
time  defendant  had  not  received  any  recompense 
whatever,  which  made  it  all  the  harder  that  he 
should  have  to  come  before  the  magistrates  that 
day  to  answer  to  an  offence  which  was  not  com- 
mitted with  his  knowledge  or  sanction,  and  in  his 
absence.  As  soon  as  ever  the  bailiff  went  to  him  and 
told  him  of  the  offence  the  men  had  committed  the 
defendant  at  once  dismissed  the  men  employed, 
and.  since  a  week  that  day,  he  believed  the  boat 
and  nets  had  been  lying  idle.  That  was  another 
hardship  on  the  defendant.  It  was  a  somewhat 
serious  loss  for  him,  and  he  must  venture  to  submit 
that  they  (the  magistrates)  should  not  convict  in 
that  case,  and  that  perhaps  an  order  to  pay  the 
costs  would  meet  the  justice  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Ness  Walker :  What  do  you  call  "  the  usual 
terms  "  ? 

Mr.  Phillips :  The  coble  and  nets  took  their  share 
of  the  profits  with  the  men.  He  added  that  he 
threw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the  court. 

Mr.  Brown  said  he  was  quite  prepared  to  back 
up  his  friend,  Mr.  Phillips,  that  no  heavy  punish- 
ment should  be  inflicted,  but  he  really  must  press 
for  a  conviction,  for  if  a  man  could  say  he  was  not 
there  and  his  servants  committed  the  offence,  and 
he  was  not  responsible,  it  would  lead  to  all  sorts 
of  things. 

The  chairman  said  they  had  no  doubt  that  the 
case  was  fuUy  proved,  and  they  would,  seeing  that 
the  conservators  did  not  ask  for  a  heavy  penalty, 
not  put  a  heavy  fine  on.  At  the  same  time,  the 
defendant  would  be  fined  10s.  and  costs.  It  seemed 
to  be  rather  hard  lines  on  the  owner  that  those 
men  committed  a  breach  of  the  law,  but  he  was 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  his  servants  and  must 
take  the  consequences. — Wliithy  Times,  July  7. 


THE  THAMES  AS  A  SALMON 
EIVEE. 


"  The  Thames  as  a  Salmon  River — Sterilization 
of  Sewage  Effluents,"  is  the  title  of  a  paper  to  be 
read  at  the  London  Congress  of  the  Royal  Institute 
of  Public  Health,  which  is  to  be  held  from  Wed- 
nesday, July  19,  to  Tuesday,  July  25,  next.  For 
dates,  etc.,  write  to  the  Hon.  Sec,  Royal  Institute 
of  Public  Health,  Russell-square.  London.  Other 
papers  dealing  with  the  purification  of  rivers, 
sewage  farms,  etc.,  will  also  be  read. 


WHITEFISH  FEOM  LAKE  PEIPUS. 


Thk  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have 
received  through  the  Foreign  OflSce  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  from  the  British  Consul  at  Munich 
reporting  that  200,000  eggs  of  a  new  kind  of  white- 
fish  (Coregonus  alhula)  of  the  Salmonidd;  family, 
imported  from  Lake  Peipus  in  Russia,  were  hatched 
last  year  with  excellent  results  at  the  fish-breeding 
station  at  Starnberg,  near  Munich. 

This  fish,  which,  in  Russia,  runs  to  101b.  and  121b. 
weight,  is  said  to  be  good  eating. 

Most  of  the  one-year-old  fish  were  placed  for 
spawning  purposes  in  Lake  Constance,  the  Ammer, 
Starnberg,  and  Chiem  lakes  in  Bavaria. 

The  attempt  was  renewed  this  year,  and  the 
200,000  new  eggs  have  also  yielded  excellent  results. 

The  Consul  further  reports  that  the  Bavarian 
Fisheries  Society  (Bayerischer  Landesfischerei- 
Verein)  intend  to  continue  these  trials  for  five  con- 
secutive years  to  the  same  extent  as  hitherto,  in 
the  hope  that  the  fish  first  placed  in  the  different 
lakes  may  have  spawned  by  then. 


"  SAMBULINE." 


At  the  suggestion  of  a  well-known  angler,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  Messrs.  Osborne,  Bauer  and 
Cheeseman,  of  19,  Colden-square,  Regent-street, 
London,  W.,  send  ua  a  tube  of  their  "Sambuline," 
a  clean  and  pleasant  delicate  jelly-like  preparation 
for  rubbing  on  the  face  and  hands  and  ankles  to 
prevent  insects  biting,  and  for  allajring  irritation  of 
the  skin  caused  by  exposure  to  sun  and  wind.  Mr. 
Zaehnsdorf,  who  has  been  fishing  in  Ireland  where 
the  midges  were  troublesome,  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  it.  It  is  quite  free  from  grease  or  sticki- 
ness, and  will  be  found  a  boon  to  those  who  are 
bothered  by  midges  and  gnats,  or  suffer  from  sun 
scorching.  It  is  colourless,  cool,  and  refreshing, 
und  does  not  evaporate  so  quickly  as  lotions. 


WHEKE  TO  STAY  AND  WHAT 
TO  SEE  ON  THE  HOLIDAYS." 


A  VERY  useful  general  holiday  guide  is  published 
under  the  above  title  by  Mr.  Walter  Hill,  68, 
Southampton  Row,  London,  who  will  send  it  post 
free,  bound  in  cloth,  for  Is.  5d.  in  stamps. 

The  volume  comprises  the  Seaside,  Farmhouse, 
Country  Lodgings,  and  Hotel  Guides  published 
for  the  six  principal  English  railway  companies 
(Great  Western,  London  &  North  Western,  Midland, 
Great  Northern,  Great  Central,  and  Great  Eastern). 

Mr.  Hill  will  also  send  post  free  for  2dj  any  one 
of  the  guides  to  those  who  want  one  railway  only. 
Useful  maps  and  illustrations  are  given,  and  we  can 
advise  our  readers  to  make  a  note  of  Mr.  Hill's 
address. 


THE  "ETTEICK  SHEPHEED'S '* 
EEEL. 

The  owner  of  the  "  Ettrick  Shepherd's  "  fishing 
reel,  which  was  noticed  in  the  Fisldng  Gazette 
recently  by  the  "Amateur  Angler,''  asked  me  to 
see  if  I  could  get  him  a  purchaser.  I  advised  him 
to  sell  it  by  auction,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  sold 
at  Messrs.  Debenham  and  Storr's  sporting  sale,  which 
takes  place  at  26,  King-street,  Govent  Garden,  W.C., 
on  Wednesday,  July  19.    The  owner,  Mr.  J.  Mitchell 


TuE  "  Ettbick*Shiophebd's  "  Keel. 
(Exact  size.) 

Boyd,  of  45,  Renfield-street,  Glasgow,  got  the  reel 
and  a  manuscript  account  of  it  from  his  uncle,  the 
late  Mr.  A.  H.  Boyd,  whose  father  had  it  left  to 
him  by  his  friend,  James  Hogg,  the  poet,  famous 
as  the  "Ettrick  Shepherd."  Mr.  Boyd  guarantees 
the  relic  to  be  genuine.  R.  B.  M^ 


WITH  THE  ALDEE  AND  MAY  FLY 
AT  FAIEFOED. 


The  market-square  of  the  quaint  old  Gloucester- 
shire town  of  Fairford  lies  bathed  in  sunshine  this 
fair  morning  in  May.  The  noble  chestnuts  lining 
one  side  of  the  main  street  are  covered  with  bloom, 
and  the  golden  chains  of  the  laburnum  hang 
pendant  from  their  boughs.  Further  up  the  road 
the  old  church  with  the  famous  windows  rests  in 
the  shade  of  its  guardian  elms. 

At  the  good  old  -  fashioned  hostelry,  the  Bull, 
there  is  much  coming  and  going.  Its  quaint  shaped 
rooms  are  once  again  tenanted  by  the  brethren  of 
the  rod,  for  the  news  has  gone  abroad  that  "the 
fly  is  up."  Men  are  hastening  into  waders,  keen 
to  pit  their  skill  against  the  cunning  of  the  Colne 
trout.  They  have  communed  over  breakfast  upon 
the  likely  killing  shade  of  Drake,  and  many  a  man 
has  hurried  to  supplement  his  already  ample  stock 


with  further  patterns  from  the  store  of  "Dr." 
Powell  over  the  way. 

Less  than  one  hundred  paces  bring  the  angler  to 
the  river.  From  the  town  bridge  the  forms  of 
many  a  goodly  trout  can  bo  seen  waving  gently  in 
the  limpid  stream.  A  few  duns  go  sailing  down, 
but  are  left  vmtouched.  The  trout  await  something 
better,  for  the  carnival  is  not  yet,  and  the  fish 
seem  to  know  it. 

Beyond  the  "  Bull  '•'  outbuildings  lies  the  Island 
meadow.  As  the  little  footbridge  is  reached,  a 
goodly  trout  scurries  away  upstream.  Below  the 
bridge  is  a  sharp  stickle,  perhaps  the  only  spot 
where  a  wet  fly  would  bo  of  service — the  dry  fly 
only  is  permitted,  so  the  stickle  goes  unfished.  In 
the  pool  below  not  a  fish  moves,  and  the  angler 
has  time  to  enjoy  the  pastoral  surroundings  as  ho 
strolls  through  the  meadow. 

The  merry  month  of  May  is  well-nigh  spent,  and 
all  Nature  looks  gay.  The  trees  are  bowed  with 
emerald  foliage;  the  sunlit  meadow  gleams  with 
the  golden  buttercup  and  the  lovely  moon  daisy ; 
the  slender  grasses  glitter  with  silvery  sheen  as 
they  bow  to  the  caresses  of  the  gentle  south-west 
wind.  From  the  hedgerow  comes  the  fragrance  of 
the  flowering  hawthorn,  and  a  bean  field  cannot  be 
far  away.  Along  the  sedge  the  spurs  of  vellow 
iris  tower  above  their  swordlike  leaves,  and  here 
and  there  a  clump  of  marsh  marigold  still  blooms. 
The  birds  are  carolling,  and  the  gnats  are  humming. 
All  around  is  the  consummation  of  Spring.  The 
Summer  is  being  born,  and  Man  re- 
joices in  the  new  life  he  feels  around 
him. 

In  the  meadows  away  down  stream 
anglers  are  switching  their  glistening 
rods,  but  here  as  yet  not  a  dimple 
betrays  a  feeding  fish.  The  river  flows 
placidly  over  its  golden-coloured  weeds, 
bearing  on  its  bosom  a  few  Pale  Olives  and  here 
and  there  a  fluttering  Alder. 

A  loud  plop  and  a  widening  circle  show  a  good 
fish  thirty  yards  upstream.  He  rises  again  and 
again  as  the  angler  creeps  within  cast.  Quietly  a 
head  just  breaks  the  surface,  and  an  Alder  has 
gone  to  its  doom.  After  a  cast  in  the  air  another 
Alder  settles  over  the  trout,  and  is  gently  sucked 
The  rod  is  twitched,  and  out  springs  a  golden 
beauty  of  thirteen  inches.  Madly  he  dashes  down 
stream  below  the  willow,  then  turns  to  fight.  The 
angler  cannot  follow,  and  the  strong  fish  in  the 
swift  stream  gives  him  a  few  anxious  moments. 
The  boughs  above  encumber  the  manipulation  of 
the  rod,  but  yard  by  yard  the  quarry  yields,  and 
is  now  within  reach  of  the  submerged  net.  With 
a  dash  he  makes  for  the  roots  of  the  willow,  but 
they  help  him  not.  At  last  the  fatal  meshes  enclose 
him,  and  his  fight  is  over.  How  grand  are  the 
proportions  of  this  thick-set  beauty  as  he  lies 
quivering  after  the  death-stroke !  His  shroud  of 
dock  leaves  are  quickly  gathered,  and  almost 
reverently  he  is  placed  within  the  creel. 

Another  fish  within  reach  accepts  the  lure,  but 
his  weight  proves  short  of  the  twelve-ounce  limit, 
and  he  is  returned.  Quickly  several  other  fish  have 
reason  to  be  thankful  for  their  lack  of  ounces  and 
are  put  back,  sadder  but  wiser  fish  no  doubt. 

A  huge  swirl  from  a  willow  stump  across  the 
stream  betrays  the  presence  of  the  next  fish.  The 
angler  crawls  within  range  ;  a  long  form  of  fourteen 
inches  is  clearly  defined  against  the  strip  of  gravel ; 
his  eye  seems  to  leer  at  the  angler  as  he  settles 
himself  within  cast.  The  fish  moves  at  a  fly,  and 
in  the  next  moment  an  artificial  Alder  sails  cockily 
over  him ;  he  rises  to  inspect,  but  wiU  have  none 
of  it — he  has  seen  his  enemy,  man.  and  forewarned 
is  forearmed ;  a  few  more  casts  and  he  dashes  away 
into  safety. 

By  now  the  fish  are  rising  well,  but  not  a  May 
Fly  has  yet  been  seen.  The  little  Alder  accounts 
for  three  more  fish  of  about  a  pound  average,  and 
mid-day  has  arrived. 

A  careful  survey  shows  a  fish  feeding  close  to 
the  angler's  bank.  It  is  an  awkward  cast  as  a 
clump  of  marigold  grows  within  a  yard  behind  the 
trout.  At  least  a  dozen  times  has  the  Alder  sailed  past 
without  notice,  when  the  fly  happens  to  fall  near 
the  bank.  In  an  instant  the  fish  is  hooked  and  is 
tearing  the  line  downstream,  seeking  the  submerged 
boughs  of  a  hawthorn.  He  must  not  get  there. 
The  little  nine  and  a  half  foot  rod,  which  has  played 
to  death  two  lordly  salmon,  proves  \ictorious,  but 
after  what  a  fight !  In  the  shade  of  the  opposite 
bushes  the  fish  keeping  low  has  not  yet  been  seen, 
but  surely  he  is  a  heavy  fish.    With  an  exclamation 
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of  disappointment  he  comes  to  the  net,  and  the 
mystery  of  his  fight  is  explained-  Weight,  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound,  blind  in  his  left  eye,  and, 
sadder  to  relate,  hooked  through  his  right  eye ! 
An  intense  pity  is  aroused  in  his  captor,  who, 
perhaps  committing  an  error  of  judgment,  returns 
his  blind  victim  to  his  native  element  to  live  hence- 
forth by  grubbing,  for  fly  will  never  again  be  his 
portion. 

By  one  o'clock  the  angler  has  killed  his  limit. 
Seven  good  fish  lie  in  the  creel.  True,  there  are 
no  two-pounders,  but  the  stalking  of  pounders  in 
such  bright  and  shallow  water  is  no  mean  achieve- 
ment.- The  bank  affords  no  friendly  cover,  but, 
like  an  Indian,  the  angler  has  crawled  through  the 
long  grass  to  elude  the  trout's  keen  sight.  The 
tall  buttercups  and  the  brown  heads  of  the  lance - 
leaved  plantain  have  been  the  undoing  of  many  a 
forward  cast. 

The  sight  of  the  lunch  basket  is  very  welcome, 
and  soon  the  curling  smoke  shows  where  a  con- 
templative angler  rests. 

His  thoughts  concern  the  May  Fly.  Does  he 
lament  its  absence?  Yes.  Its  frail  beauty;  its 
delicate  form  and  colouring ;  its  ungainly  fluttering 
o'er  mead  and  stream;  its  magic,  alluring  from 
their  gloomy  realms  the  monarchs  of  the  stream ; 
the  river  scene  full  of  life  ;  the  mad  abandon  of  the 
trout  as  they  seize  their  floating  prey ;  the  flashing 
flight  of  the  swifts  and  swallows  pursuing  the 
stragglers;  the  sudden  dartings  of  the  finch  and 
sparrow  from  their  ambush  after  the  fluttering 
insect;  the  sprightly  dances  of  the  Drake  as  evening 
wears — all  these  he  well  remembers.  Yes,  the 
May  Fly  is  justified.-  He  forgets  the  aching  wrist 
propelling  the  winged  artificial  against  a  down- 
stream wind,  the  lesser  degree  of  skill,  the  coarser 
tackle,  and  perhaps  the  feeling  of  satiety  born  of 
easy  slaughter. 

For  an  hour  the  river's  surface  has  been  un- 
disturbed, but  now  the  fish  are  bulging  everywhere. 
The  nymphs  are  struggling  to  the  surface,  and  the 
fly  is  being  born.  Here  and  there  floats  down  a 
May  Fly  and  sails  by  unmolested.  The  trout 
wonder  at  its  size,  and  break  the  water  as  they 
inspect  and  dash  away  in  fear.  They  have  for- 
gotten last  year's  carnival,  but  an  hour  will  serve 
to  revive  their  dawning  recollection.  Meanwhile, 
the  angler  has  cUpped  off  the  wings  of  a  Green 
Drake.  The  body  is  at  once  sucked  in  by  a  good 
trout,  and  quickly  four  other  pounders  might  have 
been  added  to  the  bag. 

Soon  a  fly  and  then  another  disappear  behind  a 
widening  ring — the  insect  has  been  tasted  and  the 
carnival  has  begun.  Mad  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
the  dainty,  the  trout  throw  discretion  to  the  winds. 
They  draw  no  distinction  between  the  real  and  the 
sham.  Quickly  fish  after  fish  suck  in  the  thing  of 
fur  and  feather,  and  next  moment  are  away  down 
stream,  mad  with  pain,  leaping  and  plunging  to 
free  their  jaws  from  the  hateful  stinging  hook. 
Bigger  fish  are  now  being  taken  than  fell  victims 
to  the  Alder,  but  they  are  carefully  returned. 
One  good  pound  and  a  halfer  makes  the  angler 
regret  there  is  no  place  for  him  in  the  creel — sed 
satis. 

A  stroll  down  stream,  a  chat  with  friendly  anglers, 
then  back  to  the  Bull  for  dinner. 

In  the  old  wainscotted  bar,  hazy  with  smoke, 
the  fish  again  are  killed  or  lost  with  more  or  less 
faithful  description,  and  until  midnight  the  yarns 
go  round. 

Thus  ends  a  day's  capital  sport  upon  a  public 
water,  and  so  to  bed,  for  the  fly  will  be  up  in 
strength  to-morrow,  and  there  are  casts  requiring  a 
steady  nerve.  J.  D.  P. 


SOME   HINTS   ON  BAIT 
PRESBEVING. 
By  Book  Cabnbgie, 


How  disappointing  and  conducive  to  the  use  of 
"swear  words"  it  is  on  the  second  day  of  one's 
holiday  to  find  either  the  gentles  turned,  the  worms 
lifeless  and  smelly,  or  one's  live-  bait  swimming 
belly  upwards.  Having  had  much  such  sad 
experience  through  having  fished  in  many  odd 
comers  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent  especially, 
I  have  been  forced  to  make  the  subject  of  bait 
preserving  a  special  study,  and  the  outcome  thereof 
may  be  of  value  to  many  a  brother  of  the  rod. 

I  may  as  well  set  these  remarks  in  tabular  form, 


so  that  one  may  at  a  glance  pick  out  what  most 
nearly  interests  him. 

LivB  Bait. 

This,  no  doubt,  is  the  most  troublesome  of  all  to 
convey  for  any  length  of  distance.  Certainly,  by 
rail  at  home  one  can  generally  manage  to  change 
the  water  pretty  often,  but  my  remarks  are  meant 
to  apply  to  those  parts  far  away  from  such  con- 
veniences as  a  railway  pump. 

We  are  taught  that  six  bait  should  be  allowed 
a  gallon  of  water  in  summer  or  ten  fish  per 
gallon  in  the  colder  months.  This  is  all  very  well 
if  one  is  only  bound  for  a  few  hours'  sport,  but  if 
one  is  off  for,  say,  a  week,  how  is  one  going  to 
carry  from  ten  to  fifteen  gallons  of  water  ?  There- 
fore fish  must  be  packed,  if  one  may  use  the  term, 
closer  together.  There  is  the  bait-can  made  with  the 
funnel,  down  which  we  are  occasionally  to  blow. 
The  idea  is  good,  but  practice  has  taught  me  the 
forcing  one's  breath,  hot  from  the  lungs,  into  the 
water  only  helps  to  contaminate  it.  I  have  to 
thank  a  German  student  for  a  very  good  idea  in 
this  direction,  I  having  been  complaining  to  him  of 
my  live-bait  dying  when  fishing  a  certain  lake  for 
pike,  where  the  obtaining  of  small  fry  was 
impossible,  thus  forcing  me  to  carry  my  bait  on  a 
long  day's  journey.  "Try  blowing  into  the  water 
with  a  bellows,  that  will  introduce  pure  air  and 
freshen  the  water !  "  Consequently  I  never  now 
carry  bait  without  a  small  strong  pair  of  bellows, 
with  the  spout  cut  a  bit  shorter,  hanging  on  the 
handle  of  my  bait-can,  and  I  find  in  this  way  no 
sign  of  my  bait  wishing  to  attempt  "trick- 
swimming."  In  Ireland  especially,  where  one  has 
long  distances  to  traverse,  when  lake  pike-fishing, 
the  hints  should  be  found  most  satisfactory  in  the 
practice. 

For  dead  natural  bait,  after  trying  many  plans,  1 
find  that  sprinkled  well  with  very  fine  salt  and 
then  laid  in  coarse  bran,  so  they  do  not  touch  each 
other,  they  will  keep  days  together  and  remain  hard 
and  crisp  when  on  the  flight. 

As  regards  minnows,  or  other  very  small  fry  for 
perch  live  baiting,  I  always  have  the  small  bait- 
can  covered  with  sacking,  which  I  dampen  on 
starting ;  this  keeps  the  little  fellows  fresh  and 
lively  on  the  longest  journey.  I  find  the  smaller 
bait  generally  hardier  than  their  larger  brethren ; 
sun  is  what  does  the  wee  chaps,  and  the  damp 
sacking  round  the  tin  is  all  that  is  needful.  Stitched 
tidily  on,  not  too  tight,  of  course,  it,  in  my  opinion, 
improves  the  appearance  of  the  tin,  which  may  be 
a  recommendation  to  some. 

Worms. 

To  keep  worms  in  good  condition  for  a  lengthened 
period,  my  plan  is  this:  I  have  a  sack  of  strong 
canvas,  about  a  foot  deep,  made  very  broad  at  the 
bottom,  also  about  a  foot  in  diameter,  which  is  a 
separate  roimd  piece.  This,  to  begin  with,  keeps 
the  worms  from  getting  down  in  a  mass  together, 
very  fatal  to  keeping  them  lively.  All  books  on 
angling  agree  that  moss  is  the  best  material  for 
keeping  worms  in,  nor  do  I  say  anything  to  the 
contrary  where  it  can  be  obtained,  and  it  Ls  a 
question  of  keeping  worms  a  day  or  two  at  most. 
My  plan  for  preserving  them  fresh  and  lively  for  a 
number  of  days  is  to  use  old  leaf  mould  when  I  can 
get  it,  otherwise  ordinary  earth,  united  with  half- 
dried  horse  or  cow  droppings:  this  I  lay  in  my 
sack  in  alternate  layers,  separating  them  with 
pieces  of  very  old  coarse  sacking.  The  worms  settle 
in  the  layers,  instead  of  all  working  to  the  bottom 
of  the  bag,  and  also  scour  themselves  in  passing 
through  the  bits  of  sacking. 

I  have  found  pieces  of  white  suet  is  good  food  on 
a  long  trip,  or  else  a  little  milk  allowed  to  drop 
slowly,  though  care  must  be  taken  with  the  latter 
to  not  pour  it  in  too  quickly,  otherwise  it  remains 
in  one  place,  goes  sour  and  cheesy,  and  one's  aim  is 
defeated,  as  it  kills  the  worms  in  it»  neighbourhood. 
I  do  not  know  if  it  is  only  an  idea,  but  kept 
in  sacking  worms  appear  to  me  far  tougher  and 
brighter  than  in  moss.  Naturally,  the  earth  must 
not  be  too  dry,  nor  again  too  damp.  In  hot 
weather  the  sack  can  be  dipped  in  water,  and  so 
the  bait,  as  in  the  case  of  the  perch  fry,  is  kept  cool 
and  healthy. 

For  keeping  worms  for  winter  fishing,  I  find 
nothing  better  than  a  case  of  good  mould  in  a 
cellar,  into  which  I  put  my  winter  supply  as  dug. 
Of  course,  if  it  is  brandlings  which  are  to  be  kept, 
then  the  box  must  be  filled  with  the  material  from 
which  they  have  been  taken. 


Gentles. 

Although  it  is  most  unpleasant,  the  only  way  to 
carry  these  on  a  long  journey,  or  for  some  days  at 
a  time,  is  to  have  them  in  a  tin  well  supplied  with 
pieces  of  meat  or  suet ;  plenty  of  the  latter  is  the 
best,  as  it  gives  the  bait  a  nice  white  colour  and  is 
the  least  "niffy."  Damp  sand  is,  in  my  opinion, 
not  good,  except  for  a  few  hours.  Bran  certainly 
whitens  them,  but  at  the  same  time  turns  them 
very  quickly.  Coolness  is  another  matter,  and  I 
have  tried  my  canvas  covering  with  advantage, 
that  is,  round  the  tin  or  box ;  the  dampness  of  a 
baa  helps  to  turn  the  gentles.  One  great  thing  is 
to  keep  this  bait  from  the  air,  and  when  fishing  it  is 
advisable  to  take  out  a  small  quantity  for  present 
requirements,  as  continually  opening  the  vessel 
containing  your  bait  easily  helps  to  "  crystallise  " 
them,  as  I  once  heard  a  youthful  follower  of  Izaak 
Walton  express  it. 

All  these  small  matters  may  appear  trivial  to  the 
fisherman  who  keeps  his  bait  for  a  day's  fishing, 
or  has  only  to  go  to  a  shop  for  it,  but  let  that  man 
be  in  some  far  out-of-the-way  comer,  with  the  fish 
well  on  the  feed  and  all  his  gentles  turned,  or  his 
worms  one  odoriferous  mass,  and  he  will  see  the 
necessity  of  considering  all  these  points. 

I  was  given  the  following  receipt  by  an  American 
angler,  but  as  yet  have  not  been  able  to  verify  it 
by  practice,  though  I  am  assured  by  my  informant 
that  the  fish  take  the  gentles  so  prepared  with 
avidity.  Soak  a  lot  of  good,  fat,  live  gentles  in 
vinegar  for  about  five  minutes,  or  till  as  soon  as 
they  all  appear  dead,  then  bake  them  slightly. 
Thus,  kept  cool,  they  will  last  any  length  of  time, 
but  £is  the  preparation  makes  the  skin  very  tough, 
be  careful  in  hooking  to  see  the  point  of  the  hook 
passes  through  the  skin  of  the  bait.  It  sounds 
all  right,  and  I  shall  certainly  try  it  later  on.- 

Might  I  add  a  word  on  carrying  fish.  In  Ger- 
many among  the  professional  anglers  it  is  the 
regular  habit  to  have  a  large,  strong  net,  in  which 
the  fish,  when  caught,  are  placed,  the  net  being 
kept  in  the  water,  tethered,  of  course,  to  the  bank. 
Thus  the  fish  remain  alive  and  fresh  till  the  moment 
of  the  angler's  departure.  The  fish  are  then  put, 
still  in  the  wet  net,  into  a  damp  canvas  bag  and  so 
remain  fresh  till  given  over  to  the  fish  dealers.  I 
improved  on  this  method  by  having  two  sacks 
made,  one  larger  than  the  other  and  with  straps, 
so  I  carried  my  catch  home,  often  a  whole  night's 
journey,  fresh,  and  in  the  case  of  carp  and  pike 
(much  appreciated  on  the  Continent  for  the  table) 
often  still  alive  and  gasping. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  CANADA. 


The  various  members  of  the  salmon  family  are 
conspicuous  among  the  finny  tribes,  as  well  for 
the  delicious  quality  of  their  flesh  as  for  their 
splendid  fighting  powers,  elegance  of  colouring 
and  symmetry  of  form ;  but  more  so  than  any 
others  of  the  family  is  the  Salmo  salar,  or  common 
Atlantic  salmon,  which  Cuvier  has  appropriately 
placed  at  their  head, 

A  hundred  years  ago  salmon  abounded  in  all  the 
rivers  of  America  flowing  into  the  northern 
Atlantic,  from  the  Hudson  included,  northwards, 
including  all  the  tributaries  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
river  and  Lake  Ontario.  Spearing,  netting,  and 
other  illegal  methods  of  capture,  aided  by  the 
blocking  of  rivers  by  dams  and  the  pollution  of  the 
water  by  sawdust  and  the  chemical  and  other 
refuse  of  various  factories  and  mills,  have  effectually 
brought  about  the  disappearance  of  the  king  of 
fresh -water  fish  from  almost  every  American 
river  south  of  the  Canadian  border,  and  from 
every  feeder  of  the  St.  Lawrence  west  of  the 
Jacques  Oartier.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
nothing  but  their  greater  accessibility  has  preserved 
many  of  the  present  Canadian  salmon  rivers  from 
the  same  spoliation.  Their  preservation  is  mainly 
due  to  the  clubs  or  lessees  by  whom  they  have 
been  fished  in  the  open  season  and  carefully  guarded 
during  the  period  in  which  the  parent  fish  remained 
in  fresh  water  before  and  after  spawning  opera- 
tions, though  the  efforts,  in  this  direction,  of  wise 
legislation,  fish  wardens,  pisciculturists  and  fish  and 
game  protection  clubs  are  not  to  be  altogether 
overlooked. 

The  Canadian  rivers  in  which  the  sport  of  salmon 
fishing  is  practised  by  anglers  are  found  among 
those  which  flow  into  the  Gulf  and  lower  part  of 
the  River  St.  Lawrence,  into  the  Baie  des  Ohaleurs 
or  the  Atlantic  Ocean.   The  governments  of  the 
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different  provinces  of  the  Dominion,  in  virtue  of  a 
judgment  of  the  Imperial  Privy  Council,  claim  to 
be  the  owners  of  the  rights  to  the  salmon  fishing 
in  all  navigable  waters,  apart  from  those  within  the 
limits  of  lands  originally  granted  by  crown  patents 
to  their  first  holders,  3  together  with  the  right  of 
fishing  in  such  waters.  This  claim  is  still  con- 
tested by  the  riparian  holders,  and  it  is  probable 
that  in  time  a  test  case  will  be  taken  to  definitely 
settle  the  question,  as  many  American  and  other 
anglers  have  paid  large  sums  of  money  for  lands 
bordering  upon  famous  salmon  streams,  in  the 
belief  that  the  tenure  of  the  property  carries  with 
it  the  right  of  fishing  in  the  waters  included  within 
its  limits. 

Almost  aU  of  the  more  accessible  of  the  salmon 
rivers  in  imdisputed  possession  of  the  governments 
of  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec  are  now  under  lease 
to  clubs  or  individual  anglers.  These  leases  are 
transferable,  and  occasionally  one  of  them  may  be 
picked  up  in  the  market,  but  never  cheaply.  Most 
of  those  still  unleased  are  extremely  difficult  of 
access,  such  as  those  flowing  into  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  from  the  interior  of  Labrador,  near  the 
western  limits  of  the  straits  of  Belle  Isle.  Though 
some  of  them  have  been  badly  poached  for  many 
years  back,  there  are  still  many  salmon  in  these 
streams,  which  could  be  largely  increased  in  number 
by  careful  protection  during  a  short  term  of  years. 

Of  the  many  beautiful  salmon  streams  situated 
between  the  city  of  Quebec  and  the  Straits  of 
Belle  Isle  on  the  north  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
several  are  already  leased  to  sportsmen,  though  a 
number  are  stDl  the  property  of  the  Government 
of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  which  is  ready  to 
receive  offers  for  them.  Some  of  the  finest  salmon 
fishing  in  the  world  has  been  had  on  some  of  these 
north  shore  streams.  In  the  Godbout  over  forty 
salmon  on  one  occasion  fell  in  a  day  to  a  single 
rod.  In  another  season  500  fish  were  killed  in  this 
river  between  June  15  and  July  15.  Twenty-five 
salmon  have  been  knovra  to  have  been  killed  in  one 
day  in  the  Trinity  river  on  a  couple  of  rods.  The 
former  lessees  of  the  Moisie  once  kUIed  325  fish  in 
two  weeks,  the  average  weight  being  eighteen 
pounds.  In  the  same  year,  202  salmon  were  killed 
in  seven  days  in  the  Natashquan  by  four  rods,  and 
the  St;  John  river,  in  the  same  season,  yielded  148 
salmon  between  June  18  and  July  13.  Twenty, 
thirty,  forty,  and  even  fifty  fish  have  been  killed 
with  a  single  rod  in  less  than  as  many  hours  in  the 
Escoumains,  one  angler,  according  to  Mr.  Richard 
Nettle,  having  taken  his  fifty  fish  in  two  days' 
fishing.  The  fishing  in  this  river  has  since  become 
considerably  affected  by  the  construction  of  dams. 

The  St.  Paul  or  Esquimaux  river  is  the  most 
easterly  stream  of  any  importance  on  the  north 
shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  within  the  territory  of 
Quebec.  It  is  leased  to  Mr.  James  J.  HUl  for  500 
dollars  a  year,  and  is  full  of  salmon,  trout,  and 
ouananiche.  In  former  times,  52,000  salmon  a 
year  were  netted  in  the  mouth  of  this  stream. 
Some  of  the  neighbouring  rivers  towards  the  east 
are  still  unleased,  and  may  be  had  from  the 
Government.  They  include  the  Gorkewetpeche,  the 
St.  Augustine,  the  Little  Meccatina,  the  Netagamu, 
the  Musquarro,  and  the  Kegashka.  Four  of  the 
most  important  rivers  on  this  coast  are  the  Moisie, 
the  St.  John,  the  Natashquan,  and  the  Romaine. 
For  the  last-mentioned,  Mr.  E.  C.  Fitch,  president 
of  the  Waltham  Watch  Company,  pays  1000 
dollars  a  year,  while  Mr.  J.  J.  Hill,  the  famous 
railway  magnate,  pays  no  less  than  3000  dollars  a 
year  for  the  St.  John.  The  Natashquan  is  leased 
to  a  club  of  wealthy  American  anglers.  The  rapids 
are  exceedingly  wild,  and  several  fatalities  to  anglers 
have  occurred  in  its  waters,  the  large  size  of  the 
fish  in  the  river  and  the  exciting  character  of  the 
sport  of  fighting  them  in  such  violent  water  being 
always  a  great  temptation  to  sportsmen.  The 
Moisie  is,  perhaps,  the  most  valuable  of  the  north 
shore  rivers.  It  was  sold  to  its  present  owner  for 
30,000  dollars,  and  there  are  those  who  believe  that 
it  would  be  cheap  at  100,000  dollars.  The  local 
government  claims  the  right  to  most  of  the  fishing 
in  this  stream,  and  have  let  their  supposed  rights 
for  2.500  dollars  a  year,  though  the  courts  have  but 
recently  decided  against  their  contentions.  Some 
of  the  tributaries  of  the  Saguenay  are  capital 
salmon  rivers.  Perhaps  the  best  is  the  Marguerite, 
in  which  the  present  King,  when  he  visited  Canada 
many  years  ago  as  Prince  of  Wales,  played  a 
salmon  which  had  been  hooked  for  him,  but  did 
not  succeed  in  killing  it.  More  fortunate  than  His 
Majesty  have  been  the  other  members  of  the 


Royal  Family  who  have  fished  in  Canada.  The 
present  Prince  of  Wales  and  his  regretted  brother 
the  late  Duke  of  Clarence  enjoyed  excellent  sport 
when  they  visited  Canada  as  officers  in  the  Navy 
during  the  residence  at  Ottawa  of  the  then  Marquis 
of  Lorne,  and  H.R.H.  the  Princess  Louise  has  to 
her  credit  one  of  the  largest  fish  ever  killed  in 
Canada,  a  salmon  of  over  fifty  pounds  taken  by 
her  in  the  Grand  Cascapedia. 

In  addition  to  the  Marguerite,  which  is  fished  by 
Mr.  Walter  Brackett,  the  Boston  artist,  on  one 
branch,  and  by  the  St.  Marguerite  Salmon  Club  on 
the  other,  good  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the  St.  Jean 
and  A  Mars  rivers,  which  are  under  lease  to  Mr. 
William  Price,  of  Quebec,  and  in  the  Eternity,  a 
small  stream,  all  of  which  are  feeders  of  the 
Saguenay. 

Some  of  the  American  millionaires  who  pursue 
the  sport  of  salmon  fishing  on  the  south  shore 
rivers  pay  much  more  heavily  for  it  than  most  of 
those  who  fish  the  north  shore  rivers.  The  Grand 
Cascapedia  Salmon  Club,  for  instance,  pays  10,000 
dollars  rental  per  annum  to  the  Quebec  Govern- 
ment for  its  fishing  waters,  but  some  of  the  largest 
salmon  ever  killed  on  rod  and  line  have  been  taken 
out  of  its  waters.  On  the  other  hand,  each  mem- 
bership share  in  the  famous  Restigouche  Salmon 
Club  is  worth  at  least  10,000  dollars,  and  the  club 
has  already  expended  over  half  a  million  dollars  in 
purchasing  fishing  rights,  etc.,  besides  the  heavy 
annual  rental  which  it  pays  for  a  number  of  other 
waters  to  both  the  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec 
Governments.  Some  few  fortunate  individuals 
own  or  lease  a  few  pools  for  private  fishing  on  this 
noble  river,  for  which,  as  a  rule,  very  heavy  prices 
have  been  paid,  and  on  the  New  Brunswick  side 
some  private  fishing  rights  may  often  be  leased  by 
anglers.  Mr.  Alex.  Mowatt,  of  Campbellton,  is  in 
a  position  to  give  information  on  this  subject. 
Thomas  Murphy,  of  Dalhousie,  N.B.,  has  some- 
times salmon  fishing  to  lease.  So  has  Henry 
Bishop,  of  Bathurst,  N.B.,  who  controls  some  of 
the  pools  of  the  lower  Nepisiguit. 

After  the  Miramichi,  one  of  the  most  famous 
salmon  streams  of  New  Brunswick,  the  fishing  of 
which  is  under  lease  to  private  parties,  perhaps  the 
best  waters  in  that  province  for  the  king  of  fresh- 
water fish  are  those  of  the  Tobique.  Last  year 
the  members  of  the  Tobique  Salmon  Club  killed 
some  350  fish,  and  many  more  were  taken  in 
private  waters,  including  those  controlled  by  Lord 
Strathcona.  Mr.  Allen,  the  head  warden  of  the 
Tobique  Salmon  Club,  reports  that  with  the 
increase  of  salmon  in  the  river,  many  new  pools 
are  being  discovered  in  it,  principally  on  property 
controlled  by  the  inhabitants,  and  they  are  bringing 
sportsmen  to  the  river  to  fish,  and  thus  obtaining 
employment  for  themselves  at  a  time  when  they 
are  at  leisure  between  the  time  of  planting  and 
harvesting  their  crops.  Information  regarding 
these  pools  can  be  had  from  Mr.  H.  E.  Harrison, 
Inspector  of  Fisheries,  Maugerville,  N.B.,  in  whose 
care  a  letter  might  also  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  D.  G.  Smith,  of  Chatham,  N.B.,  fishery  com- 
missioner for  New  Brunswick,  is  also  in  a  position 
to  furnish  facts  respecting  any  reasonably  priced 
salmon  fishing  that  may  be  had  in  New  Brunswick. 

Should  any  reader  of  this  paper  be  fortunate 
enough  to  lease  salmon  fishing,  to  be  favoured 
with  an  invitation  to  fish  salmon  waters,  or  to 
risk  the  long  journey  to  fish  the  wild,  imleased 
streams  of  Labrador  or  Newfoundland,  and  should 
be  about  to  cast  his  salmon  flies  this  summer  for 
the  first  time  in  his  existence,  he  will  not  object 
to  a  few  words  of  advice  concerning  the  choice  of 
tackle  and  the  method  of  handling  it  so  as  to 
secure  the  largest  measure  of  sport  and  success. — • 
E.  T.  D.  Ohambebs  in  Rod  and  Gun  in  Canada. 
(To  he  continued.) 


SPINNING  FEOM  THE  EEEL. 

Without  wishing  to  pose  as  an  authority  on  the 
subject,  perhaps  the  following  remarks  may  come 
not  amiss  from  one  who  has  done  a  considerable 
amount  of  spinning  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 
More  especiaUy  are  they  for  my  younger  brethren  of 
the  angle,  as  experience  teaches  that  time  is  ill 
spent  in  trying  to  induce  ancient  specimens  of  the 
canine  race  to  add  to  their  repertoire. 

I  have  never  been  wedded  to  any  particular  style 
of  casting,  but  suited  it  according  to  circumstances, 
consequently  my  experience  has  ranged  from  one  of 
Hardy's  "  Murdoch  "  rods  fitted  with  a  "Malloch '' 
reel — I  have  never  tried  a  "Silex" — down  to  a 


bamboo  furnished  with  rings  made  from  blanket- 
pins,  and  a  spirming  bait  cut  from  the  nickel  case 
of  an  old  Yankee  clock,  and  armed  with  hooks 
turned  out  of  the  field  forge  by  my  farrier-sergeant. 
And  good  sport  I  had  with  that  outfit,  casting  in 
Thames  style,  without  a  reel. 

With  the  object  of  testing  some  new  baits  I  got 
through  a  lot  of  spinning  this  past  season,  and 
adopted  the  method  I  am  about  to  describe.  It 
will  be  found  very  easy  to  acquire  and  most 
effective.  In  the  first  place  it  will  be  necessary 
to  place  the  reel  in  its  proper  position.  I  removed 
the  winch  fittings  from  my  rod,  and  secured  the 
reel  with  well  waxed  carpet  thread,  so  that  its 
lower  rim  is  twelve  and  a  half  inches  from  the  butt 
button.  This  I  find  a  convenient  distance — being 
a  six-footer — but,  of  course,  may  be  varied  to  suit 
the  user's  height  and  length  of  reach. 

Standing  fair  and  square  on  the  bank,  facing  the 
spot  where  it  is  desired  to  place  your  bait,  the  rod 
is  gripped  as  in  Fig.  I.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
lower  edge  of  the  reel  rim  fits  into  the  curve  made 
by  the  lower  part  of  the  thumb  and  wrist,  and  a 
very  little  pressure  suffices  to  bring  about  a  brake 
action.  By  thrusting  the  left  arm  forward  and 
bringing  the  right  elbow  well  backward  and  close 
to  the  side,  the  point  of  the  rod  is  brought  well 
behind,  and  just  sufficiently  high  to  keep  the  bait 
clear  of  the  ground.  When  thus  extended  the 
position  of  the  hands  is  suddenly  reversed — that  is 


to  say,  the  right  arm  is  quickly  extended  and  the 
left  as  quickly  retracted.  In  doing  this  the  brake 
action  is  released,  the  rim  of  the  reel  coming  away 
from  the  wrist  as  in  Fig.  II.  This  occurs  quite 
automatically,  and  without  any  deliberate  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  operator.  As  the  point  of  rod 
goes  forward  and  over  the  rod  falls  in  the  position 
shown  in  Fig.  III.,  and  the  thumb  can  be  employed 
as  a  brake  to  check  the  over-running  reel.  The 
left  hand  is  brought  to  grasp  the  rod  just  above 
the  reel  as  the  bait  strikes  water,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  rod  is  allowed  to  turn  halfway  round  so 
that  the  reel  is  underneath,  and  the  right  hand  may 
find  one  of  its  handles.  (N.B. — Wliy  don't  the 
makers  put  on  half-a-dozen  or  so  more  ?)  That  ia 
meant  to  be  "  sarkastic,"  as  Artemus  Ward  would 
put  it.  By  the  way,  when  getting  the  thumb  up 
to  act  as  a  brake  it  is  just  as  well  to  keep  it  clear 
of  those  same  handles. 

In  conclusion,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  out  of 
place  here  to  recall  the  mild  controversy  held  in 
the  correspondence  columns  a  little  time  back 
relative  to  the  tendency  of  snake  rings  towards 
causing  kinking.  I  paid  particular  attention  to 
this  matter  during  the  season  that  is  past,  and  in 
not  one  single  instance  did  I  meet  with  a  kink,  or 
anything  approaching  a  kink,  although  my  rod 
was  fitted  with  snake  rings  throughout,  but,  mark 
you !  I  never  spin  without  a  swivel  immediately 
above  the  lead.  X.  S.  R. 
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aborts  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  TJmrsday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remabks. — The  river  re- 
mains in  a  most  discoloured  condition,  and  angling 
has  during  the  past  week  seemed  quite  out  of  the 
question.  So  many  have  been  disappointed  with 
sport.  I  was  at  Shepperton  on  Monday  and  heard 
of  a  bream  of  4lb.  being  caught  below  Dunton's 
boatyard,  but  beyond  a  few  chub  being  taken 
there  of  small  size  there  was  nothing  of  importance 
to  note.  Certainly  Mr.  Offer  had  had  some  good 
bredm  in  the  weir  stream,  several  of  the  fish  going 
over  21b.,  and  the  largest  fish  being  3  Jib.,  but  beyond 
this  I  cannot  hear  of  anything  good  being  caught. 
Barbel  have  been  seen  Jumping  at  Hampton  Court, 
but  that  does  not  mean  feeding.  Eels  have  been 
had  in  many  places  owing  to  the  thundery  weather, 
but  the  traffic  on  the  river — the  motors  and  boats 
coming  back  from  Henley — has  been  far  too  much 
for  the  main  stream  fishing.  I  suppose  no  one  can 
recollect  the  river  being  so  coloured  for  so  long  at 
the  opening  of  the  season  for  many  years  past. — 
P.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Teddiugftou  Weir). — Water  in  pretty 
good  condition,  and  dace,  roach,  and  few  bream  up 
to  21b.  feeding  welL  I  have  been  out  two  or  three 
days  and  taken  some  roach,  dace,  and  three  or  four 
barbel,  one  going  61b.  But  the  barbel  are  not 
feeding  well,  although  the  weir  is  alive  with  them. 
Mr.  Tom  Lawson  has  had  a  nice  show  of  chub,  and 
Mr.  Hemingway  has  taken  a  small  trout.  I  also 
some  days  ago  got  a  lot  of  eels  up  to  31b. — Walteb 
McBride. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Wednesday  Night. 
— The  river  is  very  bright  with  scarcely  any  stream. 
The  fish  are  not  feeding  yet.  A  few  bream  and 
perch  are  being  taken  with  the  red  worm.  A  few 
dace  have  been  taken  with  gentles.  Mr.  Heming- 
way caught  a  small  trout  at  Teddington  Weir.  I 
have  been  out  four  days  with  very  poor  takes. 
Plenty  of  good  fish  are  here ;  I  am  frequently  taking 
them  hooked  foul. — Tom  Auger. 

ATon  (Riugwood). — This  river  is  now  yielding 
very  good  sport  with  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  Mr.  S. 
Stone  in  one  day's  fishing  took  671b.  weight  of  roach, 
dace,  and  chub,  and  one  pike  of  31b.  (largest  roach 
lib  9|oz.,  and  chub  341b.).  Mr.  Jelks  also  got 
281b.  weight  of  roach  and  chub,  largest  chub  21b.  9oz. 
W.  Harris,  fishing  the  Crown  Hotel  water,  took  a 
pike  of  141b.,  and  Mr.  G.  L.  P.  Polden  took  two 
trout  weighing  21b. — M.  W.  Hayteb. 
f  Bottisham  Iiooks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week,  with  the  air  still  hot  and  bright  mid-days, 
sport  amongst  the  roach  and  bream  has  been 
quiet.  A  great  number  of  holiday  anglers  are 
having  mornings  and  at  eventide  good  bags  of 
bream  with  the  worm  and  boiled  wheat  for  bait. 
All  free  water  for  four  miles.  Takes  are  being  had 
from  61b.  to  101b.  mixed  bags.  Bream  from  81b.  to 
161b.  a  rod,  varying  in  size  from  Jib.  to  2lb.  2oz. 
each ;  a  great  quantity  about  1  lb.  each.  The 
fen  air  is  now  deHghtful.  Punts  on  the  spot. — John 
O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  are  very  low 
indeed,  and  peal  fishing  is  bound  to  seriously 
suffer.  Salmon  and  peal  will  scarcely  move  except 
at  night.  Wherever  there  are  weirs  they  are  this 
year  almost  fatal  to  the  upward  journey  of  fish. 
On  the  Camel  and  Fowey  scarcely  anything  is  doing, 
and  the  season  ought  now  to  be  in  full  swing. — 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — The  water  is 
still  very  low  and  fine,  and  fishing  has  been  some- 
what slow,  although  a  few  good  baskets  are  reported. 
No  doubt  anglers  in  the  higher  reaches  would 
welcome  a  freshet,  as  it  would  bring  the  fish 
up,  but  those  in  the  lower  waters  are  hoping  to 
got  a  good  time  a  little  later.  Last  week 
Messrs.  Tollitt,  Salisbury,  and  Horswell  had 
some  nice  truff  between  them,  the  fish  ranging  from 
21b.  to  2|lb.  apiece,  whilst  Mr.  E.  Distin  and  Mr.  M. 
Revell  landed  one  each,  the  latter  with  a  small 
Black  Gnat.  Mr.  Distin  also  had  a  good  basket  of 
trout.  There  are  a  number  of  peal  and  salmon  in 
the  river  between  Totnes  and  Staverton,  but  they 
are  not  taking  very  freely.  Peal  have  been  caught 
this  week  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  Full,  and  Ackrell, 
whilst  W.  Searle,  of  Staverton,  has  hooked  several, 
but  has  not  succeeded  in  landing  any. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).  —  The 
rivers  are  now  well  stocked  with  sea-trout,  but  fish 
are  not  rising  freely  to  fly,  and  sport  must  continue 
to  be  indifferent  until  there  is  a  freshet,  the  water 
being  very  low.  On  the  A. A.  water  Messrs.  T.  P. 
Martin,  W.  Cowperthwaite,  T.  Saunderson,  T.  Rook, 
and  T.  Johnston  have  all  made  nice  baskets  of  sea- 
trout.  The  nets  at  Salmon  Hall  have  also  done 
better. — Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 


Devonshire  Streams. — A  freshet  would  be  wel- 
comed in  the  Exe,  Culm,  Yeo,  and  Creedy,  which 
have  got  somewhat  foul,  and  before  they  are  cleaned 
good  sport  can  hardly  be  anticipated.  A  few  satis- 
factory baskets  have  been  had  in  the  evening,  but 
little  has  been  done  during  the  day.  The  (Jarey 
is  very  low,  and  several  fish  have  been  found 
dead  in  a  dry  pool.  An  angler  had  a  basket 
of  nearly  two  dozen  on  Thursday,  July  6,  and  a 
dace  —  the  first  that  has  been  landed  for  many 
years — was  caught.  On  the  Blagdon  Lake,  a  few 
nice  fish  have  been  creeled.  What  seems  to  be 
a  hardship  on  Taw  and  Torridge  fishermen  was 
represented  to  the  Conservators  at  a  recent  meeting. 
It  seems  that  the  fishery  act  insists  that  there  shall 
be  a  close  time  of  forty-two  hours,  with  power  to 
increase  it  to  forty-eight  hours.  It  seems  that  on 
May  1.5  they  were  not  allowed  to  shoot  their  nets 
until  10  o'clock  at  night,  thus  losing  a  tide,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  week  they  would  have  to  leave  off 
on  Friday  night  until  Monday  afternoon.  The 
fishermen  hope  that  action  will  be  taken  to  repeal 
these  by-laws. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — At  the  time  of  writing  angling 
conditions  are  extremely  indifferent,  as  the  long 
looked-for  spates  have  not  arrived,  the  river  being, 
in  consequence,  in  very  poor  trim.  One  or  two 
anglers  have  tried  the  lower  waters,  but  during  the 
past  week  not  a  single  catch  is  recorded.  For- 
tunately, the  continuance  of  fine  weather  enables 
numerous  votaries  of  sea-fishing  to  operate  near 
the  Bell  Buoy,  where  some  capital  takes,  chiefly 
consisting  of  haddock  and  whiting,  have  been 
effected  recently.  From  the  piers  some  nice  sport 
is  being  secured,  many  of  the  fish  taken  being  of 
excellent  dimensions. --J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Only  in  the  deep 
pools  in  the  early  morning  and  late  evening  have 
trout  been  induced  to  take  the  fly.  Perch  and  eels 
were  taken  in  the  very  low  waters  of  the  Exe,  while 
in  the  canal  some  perch,  roach,  and  eels  have  also 
been  caught.  Excellent  sport  has  I  hear  been  held 
at  Teignmouth  Pier  with  the  pollack,  and  also  nice 
catches  of  bMS  have  been  secured  near  Shaldon. 
At  Exmouth  some  fine  takes  of  bass  by  boat  fishers 
and  rod  anglers  have  been  secured,  Mr.  Titley 
securing  seventeen,  one  fish  5pb.,  Mr.  Knight  1261b. 
near  Maer  Rock,  best  fish  91b.  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn, 
Beck,  Cobley,  Perry,  Bastin  also  have  done  well. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  is  fresh  and 
coloured,  the  result  of  the  heavy  storms  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week,  and  prospects  of  sport  are 
promising.  The  roach  are  feeding  fairly  well,  and 
some  more  nice  catches  have  been  obtained  in  the 
Ware  and  Hertford  waters.  Dace  have  also  been 
landed,  and  Mr.  Currell  has  topped  his  basket  of 
roach  with  a  Beane  trout.  Mr.  Saunders  has  caught 
some  chub  in  the  preserved  waters  of  the  Lea.  The 
Beane  has  been  yielding  some  fine  dace.  One  taken 
on  July  6  weighed,  it  is  reported,  1  lb.  6oz.  It  fell 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Robinson,  of  the  Watford 
Piscators,  and  is  believed  to  be  the  finest  dace  ever 
landed  by  an  angler.  A  few  roach  are  reported 
caught  in  the  Stort. — Izaak  Walton. 

LiUgg  and  Ajrrow  (Xi«oni.ius««rl. — Both  streams 
are  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  but  are  very 
low,  and  rain  is  badly  wanted.  Angling  has  been 
fairly  good,  the  fish  moving  better  in  the  evening 
and  early  morning,  and  some  very  nice-sized  trout 
and  grayling  have  been  landed  with  the  fly.  Pros- 
pects are  now  good. — Gwynnb. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  past  week  has  been 
a  capital  one  for  anglers,  and  in  many  instances  good 
baskets  of  fish  have  been  secured,  principally  of 
roach  and  bream.  Mr.  Tom  Hiles,  of  Peterborough, 
secured  seven  fine  bream,  the  total  weight  being 
nearly  181b.,  the  best  turning  the  scale  at  4lb.  13oz. 
There  is  good  sport  among  the  roach,  bream,  and 
chub ;  roach  are  especially  well  on,  the  feed,  creed 
wheat  being  the  most  killing  bait,  paste  and 
gentles  liave  also  been  used  with  good  results. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — At  time  of  re- 
porting, J uly  12,  the  river  is  in  good  order  for  the 
fly,  although  of  course  low  and  weedy ;  the  late 
thunderstorms  have  scarcely  altered  it,  but  seems  to 
have  made  the  trout  stir  themselves  after  surface 
food.  For  the  past  few  evenings,  there  has  been  a 
good  rise,  more  or  less  useful  from  7  p.m.  until  dark, 
and  several  excellent  takes  have  been  made.  The 
condition  and  gameness  of  the  trout  now  are  some- 
thing to  see,  even  the  Uttle  six  ouncers  put  up  a 
most  interesting  tight,  totally  different  from  what 
they  do  in  the  spring.  On  July  11,  your  reporter 
and  another  took  four  brace — a  Coch-y-Bondhu 
was  found  to  be  good.— Heron. 

Ouse  (Hemingford,  St.  Ives,  etc.). — Two  or 
three  days'  sport  on  this  river  have  yielded  chiefly 
dace,  roach,  and  chub  to  the  fly,  and  bream  and 
roach  to  bottom  fishing  tackle.  We  had  also  rudd, 
perch,  eels,  etc.  A  jack,  which  had  invaded  my 
roach  swim,  paid  the  penalty,  and  fell  a  victim  to 


roach  tackle  on  an  8ft.  fly  rod.  I  had  also  ono  day 
at  the  trout  on  preserved  water  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, getting  one  fish  of  1  lb.  lloz.  (on  a  tiny  dun), 
and  about  four  brace  of  sizeable  ones,  besides 
returning  many  under  the  Jib.  My  friend  also  had 
equally  good  sport.    Prospects  should  bo  good  now 

for  roach  J.  P.  Taylob. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Terry). — The  river  has  benefited 
well  by  the  recent  rains  we  have  had,  and  is  now  in 
first-rate  colour  for  all-round  angling,  somo  very 
decent  fish  corning  to  hand — chub  up  to  41b.  8oz., 
and  rudd  up  to  21b.  8oz.,  which,  I  believe,  is  being 
set  up.  Some  real  good  dace  also  were  takon.  The 
best  bream  up  to  now  has  only  just  gone  3Jlb.,  but 
the  large  ones  will,  no  doubt,  be  caught  now  tho 
water  is  a  better  colour  and  a  good  head. — A. 
Scard. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  some  rain,  which  no 
doubt  has  done  good  to  the  gardens,  but  not  .suffi- 
cient for  the  rivers.  There  are  plenty  of  peal  in 
the  Tavy,  and  several  have  been  taken.  They 
seem  to  haunt  the  usual  pools  near  Virtuous  Lady 
Mine.  Strangers  fishing  this  portion  of  the  river 
should  look  up  Mr.  Horrel,  the  keeper,  at  Buck 
Tor,  close  by  Double  waters,  where  the  Walkham 
joins  the  Tavy.  He  would  know  where  the  fish  are 
lying. — William  Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy> 
nech). — The  thunderstorms  with  which  so  many 
parts  of  the  country  were  visited  last  week  did  not 
reach  this  neighbourhood,  in  which  rain  is  at 
present  so  badly  needed.  Instead  of  these  we  have 
had,  day  after  day,  blazing  sunshine,  which  has  very 
considerably  tended  to  decrease  the  volume  of  water 
in  these  streams,  which  have  been  for  some  time 
much  below  their  average  level  at  this  time  of  year, 
and  are  also  so  bright  and  clear  as  to  considerably 
handicap  the  most  experienced  anglers.  The  best 
sport  is  still  obtained  in  the  early  mornings  and  late 
evenings,  and  more  trout  are  taken  in  tiie  smaller 
tributaries  than  in  the  principal  rivers. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — On 
Monday  a  nice  shower  freshened  up  the  parched 
verdure,  but  the  weather,  generally,  has  been 
exceptionally  warm— over  70  degrees  in  the  shade  ; 
in  the  early  morning  and  evenings  fish  have  fed  well. 
From  the  Ouse  at  Isfield,  in  the  upper  reaches,  Mr. 
Shaw  has  had  good  sport  among  the  roach  and  tench. 
Some  small  chub  were  taken  at  Barcombe 
Mills  by  Mr.  G.  Shaw,  but  nothing  over  IJlb. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Markwick  captured  half  a  dozen  nica 
roach  weighing  51b.,  and  Mr.  B.  Bowman  four 
roach  weighing  3Jlb.  From  the  Cuckmere,  Mr. 
A.  Gunn  took  a  bream  of  1  lb.  2Joz.,  and  Mr. 
F.  Holmes  a  brace  of  bream  weighing  2|lb.  From 
the  Adur,  at  Henfield,  Mr.  George  Saunders  secured 
roach  and  dace — the  heaviest  roach,  l|lb.  Thanks 
to  Mr.  Aylmore  and  the  surveyor,  the  canal  at 
Chichester  is  gradually  improving.  The  hedge  is 
undergoing  trimming  operations,  and  the  weeds  are 
being  cleared ;  some  cartloads  have  been  taken 
away,  in  place  of  rotting  and  stinking  on  the  path,  as 
was  the  case  last  season ;  fish  have  fed  well.  A 
bream  of  3Jlb.  was  recently  taken  near  Donnington, 
several  bream  up  to  l|-lb.,  and  a  host  of  smaller  fish. 
Roach  have  materially  improved  this  season,  several 
half  pounders  have  been  taken,  and  one  fish  weighed 
14oz. — an  exceptional  weight  for  this  water.  Perch 
up  to  lib.,  a  tench  of  IJlb.,  and  several  eels  are 
among  the  captures  of  the  week.  The  hot  weather 
has  brought  bass  up  the  harbour  in  quantities,  a 
few  fish  of  over  21b.  have  been  taken,  and  the 
netsmen  are  having  good  hauls. — George  F.  Salter  . 

Teme  (iLudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  Ls  id 
fair  order,  but  getting  rather  low.  Angling  has 
been  brisk  of  late,  the  best  time  for  fishing  being 
early  morning  and  in  the  evening.  A  good  number 
of  rods  have  been  out,  and  used  fly,  worm,  wasp 
grub,  and  minnow,  and  some  fair-sized  fish  have 
been  landed.  During  the  last  few  days  some  roach 
and  chub  over  1  lb.  each  have  been  landed,  also  a 
perch  of  Iflb.  Near  Bramfield  on  Tuesday  nine 
grayling  and  trout  were  landed  with  Wickham.  In 
the  water  below  Ashford  several  nice  lots  of  trout 
have  been  landed.  A  fine  trout  was  taken  below 
Ludford  Bridge  on  Tuesday  night,  with  white 
moth,  scaling  over  21b. — S.  Ludlow. 

Torcross  I«ey. — Weather  very  fine  and  water  in 
perfect  condition,  perch  and  rudd  well  on  the  feed. 
Mr.  R.  Salsbury,  of  Guildford,  arrived  here  on 
Monday  last  with  his  son,  Mr.  E.  W.  Salsbury,  and 
fished  three  and  a  half  hours  with  two  rods,  and 
landed  two  hundred  and  two  rudd  and  perch.  On 
Tuesday  the  same  gentlemen  fished  all  day  and 
landed  three  hundred  and  eighty  rudd  and  perch  ; 
a  large  number  of  the  rudd  were  over  1  lb.  each,  the 
largest  scaling  21b. — W.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Bivers. — The  drought  in  the  north  of  England  still 
continues,  and  fishing  is  at  a  standstill,  eScepting 
moth  at  night,  or  worm  fished  up  stream.  I  think 
the  latter  style  is  simply  murder  owing  to  the 
terrible  low  state  of  our  streams.    Good  baskets  of 
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MURTON'S 

UP-TO-DATE 
TACKLE. 

THE  LIGHT  WEIGHT  FISHING 

JACKET.  In  tweed,  23/6. 

BLACK  PROOF  COATS, 

30  to  36  ins.  long,   with  Inner 
Cuffs,  extra  light,  17/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  NON-ABSORBENT 

FISHING  COAT,  in  drab  or  fawn  cloth, 
double  texture,  very  light,  35/- 

OUR  NOTED  FISHING  STOCKINGS 

From  13/6j 
TROUSERS.  From  22/6,  guaranteed. 
BASKETS  &  CREELS.  Best  French,  No.  2, 3/3;  No.  3,4/0  ;  No.  4, 5/0 ;  No.  5, 5/6 

OUR  TYNE  SIDE  FLY  ROD. 

Three  joints.  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  9  or  10  ft.,  7/6; 
lift.,  8/6;   12ft.,  13/6.  '     /  ' 

BETTER  QUALITY,  double-braized,  superior  fittings  and  finish, 
9ft.  (Itop),  10/6;  9ft.  (2tops),  11/6;  10ft.  ditto,  12/0 ;  lift,  ditto,  12/6; 
12  ft.  ditto,  13/6.  '     /  > 

THE  WANSBEGK  TROUTING  ROD. 

In  two  joints,  all  Greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings,  wood 
button,  tenoned,  brazed,  handsomely  finished  in  partition  bag:  8,  8*,i9,  9i 
or  10  ft.,  10/6 ;  lOJ,  11,  llj,  or  12  ft.,  12/6.  For  those  who  want  a  good 
serviceable  Eod  at  moderate  cost,  this  is  all  you  desire.  The  action  and 
finish  are  superior  to  many  higher  priced  Rods.  Ditto,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,  8,  S^or  9  ft.,  12/6 ;  9J,  10,  or  lOJ  ft.,  14/6 ;  11,  11^,  or  12  ft.,  17/6. 
SEND  FOR  OUR  "ANGLERS'  GUIDE,"  Post  Free,  3  Stamps. 

HENRY  A.  MURTON,  8  &  10,  qraincer^street',^ewcastiue-on-tyne 


BENETFINK  ""-t 

THE   GREAT  CITY  DEPOT  FOR  ALL  ^ 

FISHING  REQUISITES. 


ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted        ...    from  2/5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING  ...  5/- 

TROLLINQ  RODS,  Superior  Finish   ,  8/6 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUNT  RODS    5/6  and  9/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  PIKE  and 

5EA  RODS   21/- 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  GREENHEART 
FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case.  Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch 

Fittings,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft   21/- 


ALL  RODS  COIIPLETE 
WITH  BAG,  AND 


c 

SEA 
RODS. 


CARRIAGE  PAID  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  with  Pulley 

End  Ring,  8  ft.,  4/-  net. 
Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  Pulley  End 

Ring,  Rubber  Button,  Superior  Finish,  8  ft.,  7/6  net. 
Ash,  3  Joints,  Stained  Butt  and  Joint,  Lancewood  Top, 
Upright  Rings,  Brazed  and  Fitted  for  Winch,  Rubber 
Button,  Pulley  Top,  10  ft.,  8/6. 

TROUT  &  DACE  FLIES,  l/«  III 

WADING  NETS,  with  Clip,  from  4/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  &  STRONG  CASTS,  3  yds.,  6cl.  &  Sd. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 
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FISHING  CATALOGUE 
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FKEE. 


c 

BENETFINK  &  CO., 

107  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C.  f 


Please  mention 
"  Gazette." 


P.   D.  MALLOC 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  TacMe  suitaWe  for  all  parts  of  tlie  world. 

TJSiV  GOLD  AND  OTHEB  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Oane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft  and  weighing  from  9  oza.  to  12  oza. ;  very  powerful, 
Ught,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Looha  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 
These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.    They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  vnth  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.   I  hare  no  hesitation  in 
asylng  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "The  Kingflaher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T  P  R  writes  -  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about' the  best  salmon  line-in  the  condition  it  is  in  now-that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  .smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casta  beautifully.  The  Une  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

EM  K  C  ,  writes  •  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  lietter  than  I  used 
to,  until  i  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tiled  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free 
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roach  are  still  ceeled  on  both  North  and  Sauth 
Tyne.  One  Newcastle  angler,  to  my  mind,  accom- 
jilii^hed  a  great  thing  in  billing  eight  with  fly  at 
Ovingham  (Tyne).  I  have  Just  received  a  note 
from  Biinkburn  that  the  Cocjuet  i?  quite  unfishable 
in  that  district.  I  am  told  in  the  lower  reaches 
some  good  creels  of  trout  have  been  killed,  with  up 
stream  worm  the  deadly  lure.  Mr.  R.  White, 
fishing  Whittle  Dene  on  July  5,  killed  a  nice  basket 
of  trout.  Mr.  Kent  and  friend  alio  had  a  good 
basket,  all  got  with  Docken  Grub.  I  have  just 
heard  from  a  Newcastle  angler  that  one  rod  a  few 
(lays  ngo  killed  no  le.=s  than  eighty-four  trout  on 
the  Wooler  water,  and  under  the  unfavourable 
conditions,  f  ir  the  trout  must  be  starving.  I  believe 
it. — Hy.  a.  Mueton,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  recent  rise  in  the  river  did  not 
last  very  1  ng,  and  the  water  is  probably  lower  now 
than  it  has  been  all  the  feafon.  Consequently, 
salmon  angle's  are  not  having  such  a  good  ti  ne  as 
they  did  the  beginning  of  last  week.  The  following 
are  the  kills  reported: — July  5,  Mrs.  Lister,  one 
lO^b.,  in  the  Llwynch  ;  Mr.  Sword,  one  101b.,  in 
the  Stone  Wall;  July  10,  Mrs.  Listor,  one  Ulb.,  in 
the  Crows;  July  11,  Mr.  Sword,  a  botcher,  in 
Coedyprior.  The  river  was  netted  during  the  week 
by  the  association's  water  bailiffs,  and  a  numb-^r  of 
fish  taken,  including  a  fine  sperimen  of  401b. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Bendou). — The  large  bream  are 
coming  on,  three  of  31b.  each  figuring  in  a  catch  on 
Monday  (July  10)  T-'air  general  bags  have  been 
made,  including  tench  and  carp  up  to  21b. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — Sport  on  the 
above  rivers  during  the  past  week  has  fallen  off 
very  much.  The  intense  heat  no  doubt  has  had 
something  to  do  with  it,  as  the  repo-.ts  from  the 
different  distiicts  show  that  there  have  been  very 
few  fish  rising  in  the  middle  of  the  day  except  under 
trees  and  bus  he?,  and  these  could  only  be  got  at  by 
dibbing  (or  dapping)  with  a  natural  fly.  Bluebottle, 
Down  i^ooker,  or  Small  Black.  Some  of  the  best 
fi^h  are  taken  this  way.  The  best  time  to  fish  is 
early  morning  or  late  at  night,  and  a  few  good  fish 
have  been  secured  at  these  times.  The  weather 
has  been  suitable  for  e'l  fishing  (ledgering).  We 
seldom  hear  of  an  eel  being  taken  nowadays.  I 
think  ee\i  are  quite  as  destructive  to  trjut  as  pike, 
as  I  know  places  where  bottom  fishing  has  been 
stopped,  thinking  it  would  improve  the  trout  fishing 
with  the  fly,  but  the  trout  have  kept  getting  less 
and  less.  The  prospect  is  not  very  bright,  as  this 
i-)  about  the  worst  month  in  the  season  for  trout. 
I'seful  flies:  Ash  Dun,  Golden  Dun,  Black  Gnat, 
Cioper's  Fancy,  Throstle  Wing  (evening),  Large 
Yellow,  Pale  Evening  Dun,  Coachman,  Orange 
Bumble,  and  White  and  Brown  Moths. — Dotteeel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Derwent,  Nidd,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  above  rivers  are  lower  than 
ever  they  have  been  for  a  great  many  years,  and 
beyond  a  little  evening  fishing,  and  very  little  of 
that,  there  is  no  trouting  anywhere.  In  Wensleydale 
or  Swaledale  many  of  the  brooks  are  absolutely  dry. 
In  the  Yore  fromHawes  to  Ripon  there  is  very  little 
angling  doing  except  in  the  lower  reaches.the  bottom 
fishermen  are  doing  very  little  in  the  way  of  roach 
fishing,  but  some  of  them  have  had  fair  spot  with 
the  perch  and  pike  by  using  live  bait.  The  Swala 
from  its  source  down  to  Richmond  was  never  lower. 
Very  few  fishermen  out  above  the  town,  but  lower 
down  a  few  rods  have  been  out,  but  sport  on  the 
whole  very  quiet.  The  Nidd  is  low — very  few  rods 
out  at  Pateley  andDacre  Banks.  In  the  districts  of 
Knaresboro',  Ribston,  and  Hunsingore  the  bottom 
fishermen  have  had  some  good  baskets  of  chub 
and  barbel.  Mr.  Flatow  caught  a  fine  trout, 
weighing  close  upon  •21b.  Mr.  W.  H.  Gross- 
ham  had  nice  sport  on  July  8  amongst  the 
chub  and  barbel  at  Hunsingore.  The  Wharfe  is 
lower  than  ever  ;  very  little  is  being  done  in  the 
upper  reaches  except  in  the  evening  when  a  few 
brace  of  trout  have  been  caught  with  fly.  Very 
little  doing  at  Ot'ey,  Pool,  and  Harewood.  On 
July  8  Mr.  J.  W.  Grossham  and  Mr.  H.  Masterman 
had  fair  spoit  amongst  the  dace  and  grayling 
in  the  district  of  Collingham.  A  sad  drowning 
accident  took  place  at  Naburn  Ferry  on  July  9^ 
A  fishing  party  from  Leeds  had  gone  to  fish 
there.  Mr.  J.  Wade  and  Mr.  P.  Ford  wishing  to 
secure  a  favourable  position  stepped  into  a  small 
boat  which  had  been  moored  to  the  bank ;  hardly 
had  they  done  so  when  it  capsized,  and  Wade,  a 
stout  inan  weighing  close  upon  15st.,  with  his 
companion  were  in  the  water  :  both  were  got  out  in 
a  very  exhausted  state  by  Mr.  W.  Reader,  of 
Naburn,  but  in  a  few  minutes.  Wade,  whose 
condition  was  more  serious,  expired.  The  tragic 
occurrence  was  all  over  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  The  members  of  the  George  Inn  (York) 
Angling  Association  held  their  first  match  at  Nun 
Monkton  on  Saturday  last.  Mr.  G.  Blanchard  took 
first  prize  with  21b.  ISJoz. ;  second,  IE.  Walker, 
1  lb.  6|oz. ;  third,  W.  A.  Plows,  1  lb.  4|oz.  The 
Robin  Hood  (Leeds)  Angling  Club  held  their  annual 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


on  'July  9,  about  two  hundred  membars  took  part. 
Mr.  W.  Armitage  took  first  prize  with  9\oz.  ;  second, 
Mr.  T.  H.  Gunne;  third,  Mr.  R.  Pickersgill. 
Largest  bream  prize  fell  to  Mr.  H.  Taylor;  the 
largest  roach  prize  fell  to  Mr.  J.  Ward.  Rain  is 
badly  wanted  to  freshen  all  our  Yorkshire  streams. 
■ — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnaoealgaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— During  the  past  week  angling  conditions  have  been 
very  unfavourable,  but  matters  are  now  improving. 
On  July  4,  Lieut.  Donovan.  R.N.,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
ten  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Wordsworth,  Newark, 
on  Loch  Cama,  two  dozen,  10 Jib. ;  Mr.  Whyte, 
London,  one  dozen,  .51b. ;  Mr.  Hunt,  one  and  a  half 
dozen,  5  Jib.;  and  Mr.  Stanfield,  Nottingham,  on  Loch 
Buarlan,  thirte-n,  5lb.  On  July  5,  Lieut.  Donovan, 
R.N. , on  Loch  Cama,  nineteen,  .Olb.;  Mr.  Hunt,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  forty-five,  12Jlb. ;  Me8^rs.  Tucker,  London, 
on  Loch  Cama,  forty,  lOJlb. ;  Messrs.  Threlfal,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  forty,  111b,;  and  Mr.  Stanfield,  on 
I>och  Boarlan,  forty,  1 1  lb.  On  July  G,  Lieut. 
Donovan,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty-six,  lOJlb.  ; 
Messrs.  Threlfal,  on  Loch  Cama,  sixty,  20lb.  ;  Mr. 
Whyte,  on  same  loch,  twenty-one,  V^lb.  ;  Mr. 
Stanfield,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirteen,  12Jlb. ;  and 
Messrs.  Tucker,  seventy,  ISJlb.  On  July  7  and  8, 
baskets  ranged  up  to  forty-two,  and  to  ll|lb.  in 
weight;  but  want  of  space  forbids  full  particulars. 
— B. 

Beanly  and  Conon. — Fishing  the  Castle  waters 
from  Beaufort  Castle,  the  Messrs.  Phipps  had  nine 
grihe  and  two  salmon  during  the  week  in  four  days' 
fishing.  The  best  day's  sport  was  on  Tuesday  of 
last  week,  when  four  grilse  and  one  salmon  were 
creeled.  The  grilse  weighed  4Jlb.,  4|lb.,  51b, 
51b..  51b.,  61b.,  CJlb..  71b.,  and  71b.,  while  the 
salmon  turned  the  scales  at  91b.  and  111b.  Two 
grilse  were  landed  on  the  Struy  waters,  but  fishing 
will  not  be  genertd  on  the  upper  reaches  for  ten 
days  yet.  The  net  fishing,  which  is  only  prosecuted 
on  the  Cruive  Pool  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays, 
met  with  good  success.  On  July  5  eighty-six  grilse, 
weighing  from  41b.  to  71b.,  and  twenty-six  salmon, 
from  81b.  to  221b.,  were  caught,  while  on 
Saturday  evening  twenty-five  more,  from  4  Jib.  to 
121b.,  were  creeled.  Although  there  are  consider- 
able numbers  of  fish  about  the  pools  near  the  river 
mouth  they  are  discouraged  from  ascending  by  the 
very  low  state  of  the  river.  The  Glass  is  also 
very  low,  yet  anglers  from  the  hotel  by  going  out 
in  the  cool  of  morning  and  evening  and  using  very 
small  fly  continue  to  get  very  fair  baskets  of  brown 
trout,  ranging  from  lOoz.  up  to  1  lb.  14oz.  The 
heavier  fish  seem  disinclined  to  move  much  in 
the  present  weather  conditions  even  on  the  higher 
loclis  in  that  district.  On  the  Conon  seven  grilse 
were  landed  by  anglers  on  the  several  beats,  the 
fish  running  from  41b.  to  61b.,  while  on  the  Black- 
water,  one  of  its  tributaries,  an  angler  from  the 
Wyvis  Hotel  at  Strathpefier  had  three  fish  of 
41b.,  61b.,  and  71b.,  as  well  as  two  brown  trout, 
on  July  6.  About  forty  salmon  and  grilse  were 
obtained  in  the  nets  during  the  week,  the  fish 
weighing  from  3  Jib.  to  81b.  On  Lochs  Garve  and 
Luichart  anglers  from  the  Garve  Hotel  and  Strath- 
peffer  are  out  daily.  The  best  baskets  reported 
by  boats  were  three  of  61b.,  6Jlb.,  and  91b.  on 
Garve  Loch,  and  two  of  81b.  and  151b.  on  Loch 
Luichart.  Rain  is  much  required.  Messrs.  Som- 
merville  and  Beaufort  are  not  meeting  with  their 
wonted  success  on  Loch  Achanalt,  the  monster 
trout  inhabiting  the  loch  lying  very  low.  So  far 
the  heaviest  landed  turned  the  scales  at  6lb.  8oz., 
but  last  season  several  over  101b.  were  creeled. 
Loch  Rosque,  on  the  property  of  Sir  Arthur 
Bignold,  of  Loch  Rosque,  gives  fair  fishing,  and 
several  speckled  beauties,  weighing  from  1  lb.  to 
26oz.,  have  been  got  both  on  the  Loch  Rosque  and 
Ledgown  sides. — A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — Fishing  in  Langholm 
water,  Mr.  Thomas  Morrison  landed  six  sea-trout 
with  fly;  Mr.  S.  Anderson  creeled  three  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  Moss-Paul  Burn ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson,  four 
yellow  trout,  lib.  up  to  21b.;  Mr.  T.  Hallon,  a 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  Ewes,  while  another  rod  had 
three  dozen  in  the  same  water;  Mr.  J.  Young 
caught  the  first  herling  in  Langholm  water,  and 
Mr.  J.  Jardine  had  two  fine  sea-trout.  Several 
good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in 
Wauchope  water  and  in  the  King  Pool,  in  Upper 
Esk ;  Mr.  J.  Harkness,  three  sea-trout  in  Langholm 
water  at  a  night  fishing ;  Mr.  Weatherstone,  two  ; 
Mr.  Archd.  Thompson,  one ;  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne, 
two,  in  Glenfirra,  and  another  angler  three.  Several 
catches  of  sea-trout  have  been  made  on  the 
Broomholm  reserved  water  below  Skippers  Bridge, 
and  at  Glenfirra  a  couple  of  rods  landed  half 
a  dozen  sea-trout,  while  on  Tarras  lower  waters 
good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being  got. 
Fishing  on  Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk  Mr.  Adam 
Keen  had  two  sea-trout;  Mr,  A.  Forteous,  two; 
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Mr.  Roper,  nine  ;  Mr.  Brown,  four  ;  Dr.  Anderson, 
three  ;  Mr.  James  Steel,  six ;  Mr.  Jas.  Bell,  three 
and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  Hush  Pool.  The  Rev. 
R.  H.  Kerr  caught  two  sea-trout.  Mr.  Reginald 
Steel  two,  Mr.  R.  TurnbuU  three,  Mr.  William  Nichol 
two,  Mr.  Walter  Irving  three,  Mr.  Cherry  three,  Mr. 
S.  McKune,  jun.  three,  and  some  yellow  trout,  Mr. 
R.  Nelson  six  sea-trout,  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  two, 
Mr.  D.  Little  two,  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  three,  Mr.  J. 
Bruce  thi  ee,  Mr.  Wm  Murray  and  Mr.  J.  Johnstjne 
three  se\- trout  each,  Mr.  J.  Brockbank  two. 
While  anglers  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel, 
Canonbie,  have  had  fairly  good  sport  with  sea-trout. 
At  night  fishing  in  the  Liddle,  M".  A.  Cowan  had 
eight  sea-trout  during  the  weel<  ;  Mr.  L.  Wilkins 
killed  about  a  dozen  yellow  trout  daily  in  the  upper 
reaches ;  Mr.  Dickie  and  Mr.  R.  Johnstone  had 
each  two  eea-trout  below  Newcastleton ;  Mr.  G. 
Wilkie  had  over  six  dozen  of  yellow  trout  duiing  a 
week's  fishing,  mostly  at  night;  Mr.  J.  Cowan 
creeled  twenty  four  yellow  trout  at  a  fishing  and  one 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  Jatnes  Scott  and  Mr.  J.  Walker  had 
each  a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  two  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout  at  Cottage  Pool,  Hermitage. 
Mr.  J.  Elliot  creeled  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the 
upper  reaches,  and  Messr.s.  Graham  And  King  have 
done  fairly  well  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle. 
In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water  sea- 
trout  are  very  plentiful.  Mr.  A.  McMillan  had  three 
sea-trout  in  GlenBrra,  Mr.  W.  Ross,  one.  In  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Liddle  Mr.  Newton  had  two 
sea-trout  and  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout,  Mr. 
Dickie  creeled  two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout, 
Mr.  J.  Beattie  and  Mr.  J.  Storey  have  each  had  a 
couple  of  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  A.  Murray  had  a  sea- 
trout  and  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  at  a  night 
fishing,  while  Mr.  Broklebank  has  done  fairly  well 
with  sea-trout  and  yellow  trout  in  the  Kershope 
Foot  water  of  the  Liddle. — Gilnockie, 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — For 
a  month  now  not  a  fish  has  been  landed  with  the 
rod  on  a  river  that  did  so  exceptionally  well  during 
spring  and  early  summer.  The  netters,  however, 
are  now  reaping  a  rich  harvest  at  the  estuary. 
During  the  past  few  weeks  the  hauls  of  salmon  and 
grilse  on  most  of  the  stations  have  increased 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  Duiing  the  past  week 
the  only  decrease  experienced  was  on  Dr.  Andrew 
Carnegie's  Skibo  fishings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch 
Firth,  which  only  produced  about  half  the  weight  of 
fish  caught  during  the  p  evious  week.  On  the 
Baloagown  fishings  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  the 
week  was  a  record  one  for  productiveness  so  far  as 
this  season  is  concerned,  and  the  same  may  be  said 
of  Mr.  A.  Anderson's  Invercharron  fishings.  From 
all  the  stations  combined  the  estimated  weight  of 
salmon  and  gril:e  consigned  to  Billingsgate  and 
other  markets  in  the  course  of  the  week  exceeded 
2  J  tons.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — There  is  little  or  no 
change  in  angling  prospects  in  the  Deveron  district. 
A  severe  thunderstorm  was  experienced  on  Sunday 
evening,  and  although  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  continued 
for  several  hours  it  had  scarcely  any  eSect  on  the 
water  which  continues  to  run  at  summer  level. 
There  is  a  good  appearance  of  salmon  and  grilse  on 
the  coast,  but  few  are  entering  the  river.  No 
salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  river  by  the  sweep 
nets  for  nearly  a  couple  of  months,  and  very  few 
grilse.  Sea-trout  are  fairly  numerous,  and  on 
July  6  a  marked  trout  was  caught  about  a  mile 
from  the  entrance.  The  fish  was  clean  run,  and 
the  plate  was  marked  472b.  It  weighed  2^lb.  We 
understand  that  the  trout  was  originally  caught 
and  marked  at  Muiresk,  Turriff,  on  April  25  last,  a 
kelt,  when  it  then  weighed  1  Jib.  Up  to  this  date  fair 
numbers  of  grilse  and  salmon  have  been  got  from 
the  bag-nets  on  the  coast.  Grilse  are  of  good  size 
and  of  capital  quality.  They  average  fully  51b,, 
the  heaviest  scaling  91b.  Salmon  are  also  of  heavy 
weight,  the  largest  being  341b.,  and  the  average 
121b.— H.  W. 

Znchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  July  4, 
Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Hill  Loch,  caught  five  trout,  l^lh. 
(heaviest,  2 Jib.) ;  Mr.  Keeling,  on  Hill  Loch,  six, 
71b.  (heaviest,  21b.);  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Castle  Bay, 
ten,  101b.  On  July  5,  Mr.  Sommerville,  on  Loch 
Awe,  six,  31b. ;  Mr.  Clay,  on  West  Assynt,  twelve, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Castle  Bay,  eleven,  61b ; 
Mr.  Gilroy,  on  Grugach,  ten,  51b. ;  Mr.  Underhay, 
on  Letteressa,  twenty-  four,  71b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  on 
Skiag,  six,  31b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head  Assynt, 
one  trout,  1  lb.,  and  one  grilse,  5lb.  On  July  6,  Mr. 
Finch,  on  Hill  Loch,  three  trout,  4£lb. ;  Mr.  Keeling, 
on  Gillaroo,  thirteen,  6lb.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head 
Assynt,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  July  7,  Mr.  Webb,  on 
River  Inver,  one  grilse,  5lb. ;  Mr.  Norman  Webb, 
on  Gillaroo,  five  trout,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilroy, 
on  Loch  Awe,  fifteen,  71b.  On  July  8,  Mr.  Ramsden, 
on  Grugach,  one,  91b.  (a  beauty) ;  Mr.  Keeling,  on 
Loch  Awe,  sixteen,  81b. ;  Mr.  Finch,  on  Hill  Loch, 
three,  31b.  On  July  10,  Messrs.  Finch,  on  Hill 
Loch,  ten,  15Ib. — W.  Wallace, 
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ANOLERS'   MOTEI-S,   FISHING   QUARHTERS,  &c. 


'  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways," 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frenshai  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FABNHAM.  SURRET. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  In  England. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 


Within  Easy  Distance  ot  Two  Qolf  Linlcs. 

Coarse  Fishing  opened  June  2. 
Trout  Fishing  Ifow  Open. 


Lake  and  stream  open  and  many  Good 
Fish  in  both. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3^  Onlneas  per  week. 
Best  of  eTerything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-honiei.  All  train*  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Boom  1*  now  ftdded 

to  the  Hotel. 

Teiagrami :  axmiTES,  FBnsHAH  FOHD.CHXmT. 
a.  A.  W.  QRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  July,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  wiU  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Budd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7«.  6d.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8*.  6d.  per  day,  Summer,  fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  flsh  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22i  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 

IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVE DALE. 

'J'HE  far  famed  resort  for  Anglers  on 
Izaak  Walton's  classic  rivers,  the 
Dove  and  Manifold. 

The  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  and 
close  to  the  rivers.  Write  for  full  illus- 
trated Tariff  from — 

The  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS, 

Post  town,  ASHBOURNE. 

CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERUNDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Sahnon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires :  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  Lairo,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Loclis.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  AH 
Fishing  Free.  Good  Bf)ats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.   Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 


Motor  or  Carriage. 


Mk3.  MACKAY,  Proprletrix. 


Lough  Corrib,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  U)  Ixjugh  Corrib,  which  eonsista  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
■Rke  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  Is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse 
Shooting  bo  be  let  from  August  12th  to  October 
1st.  The  Hotel  has  been  enlarged  latterly  by 
10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot 
and  cold  wat«r),  and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in 
readiness.   Hotel  tariff  mo<lerate. 

T.  NAUGUTOX,  Proprietor, 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ILiILiJLM^DirSBIi:!, 
B.  WAIVES. 


SEASON   OPENED   MARCH  1. 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    Average  for  last  Two 
Seasons:  111  Salmon  and  300  lbs.  Trout.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and 
in  bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  pep  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LAKE-VYRNWY  HOTEL 


SPLENDID   TBOUT  FISHING. 

Rooms  and  Boats  now  being  Booked. 

IVIODS  HOT  E  i:-. 

EVERY  COMFORT  &  ATTENTION.   ELECTRIC  LIGHT.  MODERATE  CHARGES. 
Station:  PENYBONTFAWR. 

Telegraph :  "  Hotel,  Lake-Vyrnwy."        Pogt :  "  Lake-Vyrnwy  Hotel,  Llanfyllin." 


THE  OAKENGLQUGH  FISHERY, 


Garstangr,  Lancashire. 


Pvopvietov 


HJLROX«D  JJS.CKBON. 


500  Acres  of  Water.  10  Miles  of  Streams. 

THE  PREMIER  FISHERY  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Pontinalis.   VearllnKS,  two-year-oldi, 
and  tbree-year-olds,  for  stockinK  water.  Season  1905.    Bookings  now  beinif  made. 

Naturally-fed  Fish.    No  horse-flesh,  making  bottom  feeders  and  cannibals,  and 
producing  disease  and  death.    Guaranteed  free  rising,  sporting  fish. 
free  AtJrire  hfj  I'ost.  Correspondence  cordially  invited. 


SOOT7RXZ3  HOTE 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  In  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.   Badcall  3  miles  distant. 

SEA    FISHIN&.  EXTENSIVE   BOATING   AND  HIRING. 

N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated.        MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


"NUELLENS  HOTEL" 

\AIX-I^^H^PELLE^^ch^n)\ 


Entirely  Comfortable. 
Fixed  Frioes. 

Completely  Renovated. 
DREMEL.  Proprietor. 


Of  the  Highest  EenoTH, 
In  Best  Position, 

OPPOSITE  THE 
ELISENBRUNNEN. 

Under  same  management  and  in  conjunction  with  3  Bath  Hotels  and  D^pendances — 
KAI8ERBAD  HOTEL,      NEUBAD  HOTEL,      QUIRINUSBAD  HOTEL. 

Rooms  from  8  marks,  and  in  d^pendance  from  2  ni.'irlie.      Pension,  including  rooms,  from  8  marks,  and  in 
d^pendance  from  4i  marks. 
The  combination  of  4  excellent  Hotels  Under  one  Management  o£ers  to  Visitors  many  desirable  advantages. 
PENSION  HATES  FOB  KTTB  GUESTS.  LIFT.  Electric  Light.  Central  Heating.  Large  Qarden. 
Extract  from  13th  Edition  of  "  Murray's  Handbook"  : — "This  hotel,  in  the  best  situation, 
 is  recommended  as  capital ! "  


NEW    FISHXNG  ACQUIREID. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  tho  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  Biver  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Sabnon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Proprietress. 


MEN  I  HAVE  FISHED  WITH. 


By  FRED. 


A  handsome  volume  of  372  pages,  with  eight  Portraits 
of  price,  $2.00  =  8/4. 


MATHER. 

Sent  post-paid  on  receipt 


It  was  a  happy  thought  that  prompted  Mr.  Fred.  Mather  to  write  for  the  Forest  and  Stream 
reminiscences  of  his  fishing  companions.  The  chapters  were  received  with  a  warm  welcome  at 
the  beginning,  and  have  been  of  sustained  interest.  Mr.  Mather  has  enjoyed  a  fishing  comradeship 
with  a  number  of  interesting  characters,  and  has  in  an  unusual  degree  the  faculty  of  appreciating 
and  making  the  most  of  those  with  whom  he  conies  in  contact  in  his  angling  experiences.  A  large 
share  at  least  of  the  charm  with  which  he  has  invested  his  chai'acters  must  be  found  in  his  own 
personality,  that  touchstone  to  discover  in  others  the  entertaining  qualities  we  have  all  so  much 
enjoyed  reading  about.  The  "  Men  I  Have  Fished  With  "  have  been  among  the  most  popular  series 
of  papers  ever  picscnted  to  Fokkst  and  Stream  readers. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  MidtUeser. 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Koa  h,  and  Bream,  ehould  try  the  above  water. 
Fre  h  stocked.  860  acres  strictly  praserred. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  KTeqnDnt 
Tra  II  from  all  Mt  tropolitan  station*.  Book  to 
Wei  ;h  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SizBS  OF  Fish  : 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

BltfGWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel, 
rhree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarsa 
Pishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  Issued  to 
visitors  In  Hotel  at  6t.  per  day.  Billiards  ; 
Posting;  Motor  accommodation.  Ileadquarteis 
of  C.T.C.,  Ac— Address  Propribtor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLBTON,  Proprietor. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Kudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 


Bream.  10  Inch. 
Dica,  e  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
GnrlKeon,  i  loch 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  .lune  15. 


TROUT  FISHING  in  the  BLACK  FOREST. 

Three  Rivers  well  stocked.    20,000  put  in  every 
year.  For  particulars  apply  to  ERXEST  LVZ, 

SCHWARZWALD  HOTEL 

FREUOENSTADT,  WURTTEMBERG. 

Railway  Line  :  Strassbourg,  Offenbourg, 
Stuttgart. 

Anglers  &  Families  received  upon  moderate  terms. 


LOGH  RANNOGH  HOTEL 

KINLOCH-RANNOCH. 

First-class  Tourist  Hotel.  Moderate 
charges.  Free  Fishing  on  Loch  and  part 
of  River.  Boats  and  experienced  Boat- 
men. Unrivalled  scenery.  Only  Hotel 
overlooking  the  Loch.  Posting  at  Struao 
and  Kinloch-Rannoch. 

GEO.  GOW,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams  :  "  Gow,  Kinloch-Rannoch." 


FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK. 


FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Distingui.'ihed  Patronage. 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
liracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams:  " Ritchie,  Sewburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Harbis." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERO^^ 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 


SHETlLrAND. 

CLOUSTA  HOTEL. 

Free  Shooting  and  Fishing,  20,000  acres,  over 
20  Lochs  and  Voes.  Finest  FLY  Fishing  in 
.Shetland  for  Sea  and  Brown  Trout ;  Sea  Fishing, 
Boating.  Shootings  :  Snipe,  Plover,  numberless 
various  Duck,  Seals  and  Otters,  ic.  Moderate 
charges.    Boats  free. 

Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  London  tirst  train  Jlondav. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 


"And  here  and  there  a  Ixisti/  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling.' 

TENBURY  (G.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SViTAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling; 

Fishingron  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2  J  Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Hasks,  Manager. 
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Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 

This  fine  stretch  of  tidal  water  open  to  the  public 
for  sea-trout  angling  extends  from  Bonarbridge  to 
Invercassley,  a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles. 
Trout  generally  run  from  ^Ib.  to  2Jlb.  At  present 
several  English  anglers  are  out,  and  getting  but 
poor  sport.  The  capricious  fish  rise  right,  left,  and 
round  about  the  artificial  fly,  but  seldom  look  at  it. 
A  few,  however,  are  lured,  and  nice  fish  they  are. 
The  weather  is  very  unfavourable. — B. 

jLairgf  Hotel  Waters. — Since  last  reported  the 
following  sport  has  been  got,  all  on  Loch  Shin 
except  where  otherwise  specified.  On  June  27, 
Mr.  Copeland,;  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  two  trout, 
IJlb. ;  Messrs.  -Tackson  and  Carlyon,  Hants,  five, 
41b.  ;  and  Major  Brooker,  Chatham,  on  Shinness, 
ten,  4^1b.  On  June  28,  Messrs.  Jackson  and 
Carlyon,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  six,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  W. 
R.  Tucker,  London,  seven,  31b. ;  Messrs.  Tucker, 
London,  seventeen,  5Jlb.  On  June  29,  Messrs. 
Carlyon  and  Jackson,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  seven, 
3Jlb.  On  July  1  Mr.  Copeland,  twenty,  .5Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  W.  R.  Tucker,  eight,  2:|lb.  ;  and  Messrs.  Tucker, 
on  Loch  Cracail,  seven,  2|lb.  On  July  3  Mr.  Cope- 
land,  twenty-five,  61b.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Tucker,  five. 
2  Jib.  On  July  4  Mr.  Copeland  had  eleven,  averaging, 
about  Jib.  each. — B. 

Loohlnver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  June  2G,  Mr. 
Constable,  four  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Constable  (sea), 
three  sea-trout,  l^lb.,  l}lb.,  1  lb.  On  June  27,  Mr. 
Waters,  eighteen  trout,  5lb. ;  Mr.  Bennett,  twenty- 
two,  71b. ;  Mr.  Hunt,  ten,  91b. ;  Mr.  Constable,  one 
jerox,  441b.,  and  thirteen  trout,  61b. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Skinner,  two  ferox,  5^\h.,  2Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Skinner  and 
Mr.  Constable  (sea),  one  sea- trout,  IJlb.  On  June  28, 
Mr.  Bennett,  fifteen  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Waters,  twenty, 
91b.  ;  Mr.  Constable  (sea),  four  lythe.  On  June  29, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waters  (sea),  three  lythe ;  Mr.  Con- 
stable, four  trout,  1  Jib. ;  Mt.  Bennett,  twenty,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Hunt,  twenty-four,  101b.  On  June  30,  Mr. 
Waters,  ten,  41b. ;  Mr.  Bennett,  twelve,  41b. ;  Dr. 
Skinner,  twenty,  7|lb. ;  Mr.  Himt,  twenty-one,  71b. 
On  July  1,  Mr.  Bennett,  thirteen,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Waters  (sea),  one  sea-trout,  3Jlb. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Skinner  (sea),  two  sea- trout,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Constable 
(sea),  one  sea-trout,  1  lb.  On  July  3,  Mr.  and  Dr. 
Waters,  twenty-one  trout,  91b.  On  July  4,  Dr. 
Skinner,  eleven,  4  Jib.  On  July  5,  Dr.  Petrie,  one 
salmon,  71b.,  and  one  grilse,  41b. :  Dr.  and  Mr. 
Waters,  fourteen  trout,  41b.  ;  Dr.  Skinner,  eight. 


2 Jib.  On  July  6,  Dr.  Mackenzie,  eighteen,  81b.  ; 
Major  Squire,  twenty-two,  71b. ;  Mr.  Waters  and 
Dr.  Waters,  twenty-eight,  121b.  On  .July  7,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Skinner,  twenty-nine,  12Jlb. ;  Major  Squire, 
nineteen,  81b.  On  July  8,  Dr.  Skinner,  one  sea- 
trout,  I'lVo.  ;  Dr.  Petrie,  two  sea-trout,  IJlb.,  221b.  ; 
Major  Squire,  twenty-one  trout,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Waters 
and  Mrs.  Maitland,  nineteen,  CJlb. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Iiooli  Leveu  (Kinross).  —  Rain  has  fallen 
steadily  for  ten  hours,  and  is  still  falling  at  noon 
to-day  (Wednesday),  but  much  more  is  required,  as 
the  streams  which  flow  into  the  loch  are  mere  rills 
of  water.  The  loch  is  reduced  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  boats  are  touching  the  bottom  near  the 
end  of  the  pier.  Only  eight  or  nine  trout  anglers 
have  been  out  during  tlie  past  week,  but  with  a 
blazing  sun  overhead  there  is  nothing  to  report  in 
the  way  of  captures.  Even  perch  continue  to  sulk. 
On  a  favourable  looking  day  twenty-four  members 
of  the  Dundee  East  End  Club  hold  a  perch  fishing 
competition,  and  had  only  some  1001b.  of  fish. 
First  prize  was  secured  with  1 1  lb.  9oz. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Locli  Bannoch  (Loch  Bannoch  Hotel). — Fish- 
ing from  the  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel  on  July  3  Mr. 
Scott  and  party  from  Dundee  had  "twenty-four 
trout  weighing  121b.,  Rev.  Mr.  Crossley,  of  Wisbech, 
thirteen  trout,  Mr.  Flamack,  five  trout.  Major 
Murray  Menzies,  of  Farnborough,  eleven  trout, 
Messrs.  Knowles  and  Roberts,  eighteen  trout,  and 
on  the  river  Mr.  Lovegrove  had  seven  trout.  On 
Jiily  8  Major  Murray  Menziea  had  nine  trout, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fox,  of  West  Kirby,  eight  trout, 
Messrs.  Dymock  and  Stretton,  of  Leicester,  fourteen 
trout,  weighing  81b.,  Mr.  Dewar,  of  Edinburgh,  six 
trout  weighing  4lb.  Messrs.  Saville  and  McAndrew, 
of  Ceylon,  nine  trout.  On  July  10,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fox  had  nine  trout,  Mr.  Flamack,  seven  trout, 
Messrs.  Dymock  and  Stretton  fifteen  trout,  Messrs. 
Saville  and  JMcAndrew  nine  trout,  and  Mr.  Baines, 
four  trout. — G.  G. 

North  of  Scotland. — Another  week  of  hot,  sultry 
weather  and  night  fogs.  The  rivers  moved  a  little 
early  in  the  week,  they  fell  again  as  low  as  ever. 
Some  very  fine  salmon  have  been  got  at  the  mouths 
of  the  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  and  Ugie.  One  601b.  was 
netted  at  Donmouth,  and  others  from  251b.  to  351b. 
have  been  quite  common,  indicating  that  the 
autumn  migration  has  fully  set  in,  but  till  a  3ft. 
flood  comes  they  will  be  of  little  use  to  anglers. 
However,  the  autumn  prospects  look  well.  H.R.H. 


Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  accompanied  by  Col. 
Wyndham,  is  angling  the  Balmoral  waters.  He  came 
north  on  Monday  morning,  and  is  staying  at  Craig- 
Gowan  Cottage,  lately  annexed  as  an  adjunct  to 
the  Castle  for  distinguished  visitors  when  the  Court 
is  not  in  residence  at  Balmoral.    There  are  lots  of 
fish  in  the  Abergeldie  and  BirkhaU  pools,  and  the 
chances  of  sport  are  good  with  a  rise  in  the  river. 
On  the  Aboyne  reaches  an  occasional  red  fish  is 
being  creeled,  and  on  the  Banchory  stretches  grilse 
are  fairly  numerous,  but  nothing  compared  to  what 
they  would  be  with  a  rise  in  the  water;  meantime 
they  cannot  get  up.    On  the  tidal  reaches  finnock 
up  to  half  a  pound  are  now  making  their  appearance, 
and  Robertson,  Cowe,  Meams  and  other  ticket- 
holders  are  daily  creeling  from  half  a  dozen  to  a 
dozen  fine   fish — the   Cinnamon  and  Silver  and 
the  Little    Dunkeld   being   the  favourite  lures. 
Don. — Some    splendid    baskets  of    yellow  trout 
are  being  made,  evening  angling,  with  fly,  but 
the   river  is   abnormally  small  and  clear.  On 
the  Parkhill  waters  the  usiinl  good  sport  is  being 
got.    On  Thursday  (July  6),  Mr.  G.  Mackay,  Aber- 
deen, had  two  of  1  Jib.,  two  of  Jib.,  and  two  of  Jib., 
while  on  Monday  he  had  four,  one  of  which  scaled 
31b.,  a  magnificent  fish,  on  the  Manse  water.  On 
the  Alford  section,  Mr.  Impey,  Mr.  Simpson,  and 
another  had  an  average  of  91b.  of  trout  each  on 
Mr.  Lyon's  water ;  while  Mr.  Robb,  Mr.  Millar,  and 
others  were  very  successful  on  the  Kintore  Burgh 
waters.    The  river  is  away  to  nothing  and  over- 
grown with  weed  and  grass,  so  much  so  that  casting 
is  difficult  in  the  extreme.    A  petition  against  the 
Messrs.   Pirie    contihuing   to    abstract  water  in 
breach   of  the  interdict   comes  on  for  hearing 
this  week   in   the  Court  of  Session.    The  Ythan 
Estuary  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Udny  Arms  Hotel)  is  showing 
up  well,  and  a  good  sea-trout  and  finnock  season  is 
already  well  assured.    It  is  the  only  sport  that  is 
meantime  worth  looking  at. — G.  M. 

Overscaig   Hotel   Waters    (Lairg,   If.B.). — 

Weather  dry,  bright,  and  in  every  way  most 
unfavourable.  The  following  have  been  the  best 
baskets  of  late : — On  July  3,  Chancellor  Prescott 
and  Mr.  Prescott,  Carlisle,  on  Loch  Griam,  four  and 
a  quarter  dozen  trout,  151b.  On  July  4,  Messrs.  Eley 
and  Allan,  Perth,  on  same  loch,  two  dozen,  7Jlb. 
On  July  5,  Chancellor  Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott, 
on  Loch  Griam,  three  and  a  quarter  dozen,  12Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Eley  and  Allan,  yn  Loch  Merkland,  three 


EXPENSIVE  FISHING  RODS  AND 
TACKLE 

By  Hardy,  I'arlow,  AUcock  and  other  well-known 
makers,  Book  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  also 
Guns  and  Rifles,  Motor  and  other  Bicycles, 
Field  and  Opera  Glasses,  Cameras  and  Lenses, 

Ac,  which  will  be  Sold  by  Auction  by 
DEBENHAM  STORE  &  SONS,  Ltd.,  at  26,  Kins 
Street,  Coveut  Garden,  on  WEDNESDAY  next, 
Utth  .Inly,  at  12  o'clock.    Catalogues  post  free. 

FOR  SALE. 

LEONARD  Split  Cane  Fly  Rod 

scarcely  nsed   £4  0  0 

EATON  &  DELLER  Split  Cane  Ry  Rod 

scarcely  used   2  2  0 

Whole  Cane  (Ladies'  Rod)    7  6 

Automatic  Winch    10  0 

Ai>\)iy—PISCATOR,  6,  Westgate,  Canterbury. 

One  Pair  SALMON  WADERS, 

New,  15/-.    Suit  10J  foot. 

Two  Pairs  TROUT  WADERS, 

in  good  condition,  S/-  each. 

"  X.  Y.  Z.," 

Rossdhu,  Letterpack,  Co.  Galway. 


FOR  SALE. 

Pure-bred 

IRISH  RETRIEVER 

(Pedigree). 

14  months.       Price  £lO. 

For  full  particulars,  apply  to  iMr.  GEORGE 
ROOFEK,  Nascott  House,  Watford. 


SA.iL.3vi:o3\r 

(17  feet),  by  HARDY, 
Reel  and  100  yards  of  Line, 

Al.L  K(.irAI.  TO  NEW. 

Also  TWO  DOZEN 

XjSLx>ge   Sctlmon  Flies, 

by  Best  Makers,  £5  5s. 
Mr.  GEOKGE  ROOl'EK,  Nascotl  House,  Watford, 


BRITISH  FRESH  WATER  FISHES. 

By  the  REV.  W.  HOUGHTON. 

Divisions  1  and  2,  in  two  volumes.  Splendidly 
illustrated ;  handsome  binding.    Also  old  copy 

THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER." 

WHAT  OFFERS? 

"W.,"  Ribble  Cottage,  Chatburn,  Clitheroe. 


FURNISHED  HOUSE 
and  TROUT  FISHING. 

HANTS. 

TO  BE  LET  f(n'  August  and  September,  or 
longer,  an  old-fashioned  RESIDENCE  with 
park.  Inexpensive'  grounds;  capital  trout 
fishing  ;  within  about  ono  mile  of  station  on 
Basingstoke,  Whitchurch,  and  Fullerton  Branch 
of  the  L.  &  S. W.Ely.— Full  particulars  and  order 
to  view  on  application  to  I'AREliKOTHEl!,  Ellis 
&  Co.,  2il,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


W.H.Y.  Special  Waterproofing 

FOR 

FISHING,  GOLF  &  SHOOTING  BOOTS. 

Eeadily  absorbed. 
Resists  Mould  and  Insects. 

Cans,  6d.  and  1'-  nett. 

Of  Stores,    Oilmen,  <t€. 


Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Eoach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours, 
White  and  Fink.  Packets  3d.  &  6d.  each. 


CEFtOLEUWr. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &c. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR  CATCH  I NQ  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 

Always  Ready  foe  Use. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  1/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d, 

CLARKE^&^CO., 
38,  GALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


Of  TAOELE  DEALERS  at  borne  and  abroad,  or 

direct  from  the  Uaker, 

"VirilLiLIAM;  KXNG, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

PosTAQE  Extra. 


Baits,  Roa.cli-I'a.clcle. 

Maggots  or  Worms,  1/H— 2/6  Bo.xes.  Single 
Hair  Roach  Bottoms,  tour  1/6  ;  i-doz.  2/-.  Keif- 
cocking  Floats,  four  9rf.— Pickersgill,  31,  Rydall 
Street,  Holbeck,  Leeds. 


CLUE  YOUR  EYE  ON  THIS. 

The  New  Edition  of 

"  HOW  TO  TIE  FLIES  FOR  TROUT 
AND  GRAYLING  FISHING," 

By  H.  G.  McClelland  (FuUy  Illustrated), 
is  now  ready,  and  can  be  had,  by  sending 
2/4  in  stamps,  from  the  Manager,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London. 


An^lera  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing'  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  k  Dorset 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Address:  "Observep"  Ofl9ce.  Bournemouth. 


WHY  BUY  MAGGOTS? 


The  "  Simplex  "  Magg^ot 
Hatchery  (jiatent  applied 
for)  jnoduces  at  home,  by 
a  clean  and  natural  process, 
a  regular  supply  f>f  well- 
scoured  haits,  at  a  cost  of 

Id.  per  1,000. 

No  Fisherman  can  afford  to  be 
without  one. 
Simplicity  in  working.  Saves  pounds  per  annum. 

EACH, 


STRONGLY  MADE  OP  Cash  e  / 
MET.\L,  16  ins.  high.       Price  **/ 

n  nv  JACKSON  &  PIMLOTT,  Sportsmen's  Stores, 

26,  Blackfriars  Bridge,  MANCHESTER, 

Speci.il    Trrnis  fur 
'lUiiiititit-'s. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,  skilled  or  unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book: 

"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fish  Angling :  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Heney  Ooxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 

THE 

Indian  Sportina  tinKS. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throughout  Indi.i,  Ceylon, 
burmah,  and  assam. 
The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 
Covers  every  hranch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVEKTISINO  MEDIUM 

FOR  .SPORTING  (iOODS,  etc. 
Published  evei'y  Sunday.    Subscription  Idss.  per 

annum.   Hinple  copies,  5i/. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  Ihwa  Pi'ess, 
Bombay. 

London  Ofllce :  11,  Wliitefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 
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and  a  half  dozen,  llflb.  On  July  6,  Chancellor 
Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  on  Upper  Fiag,  twenty- 
six,  12ilb. ;  Messrs.  Eley  and  Allan,  on  Loch  Griam, 
thirty-two,  91b.  On  July  7  the  last-named  anglers 
fished  Loch  Gorm,  creeling  seventy-nine,.  IS^lb., 
and  Loch  Griam,  thirteen,  oflb.  Angling  con- 
ditions now  getting  more  favourable. — B. 

Soourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)- — 
Angling  conditions  have  been  very  adverse.  The 
best  baskets  have  been : — On  July  5,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
FeUowes,  on  North  waters,  nine  trout,  41b. ;  Col. 
Heywood,  Yorkshire,  on  Low-Chain,  one,  21b. ;  and 
Rev.  J.  D.  Mitchell,  on  Mid-Chain,  two,  2lb.  On 
July  5,  baskets  ranged  from  eight  trout  in  number, 
and  61b.  in  weight.  On  July  7,  Col.  Heywood, 
London,  and  Major  Jendwine,  on  North  Lochs, 
had  seven  trout,  4Jlb.  ;  Mrs.  Fellowes,  Saxmund- 
ham,  on  Loch  Chain,  three,  3Jlb.  On  July  10, 
baskets  on  the  various  lochs  ranged  up  to  twenty 
trout  in  number,  and  to  Sib.  in  weight,  the  heaviest 
being  by  Col.  Haywood,  Yorks,  on  Top-Chain, 
twelve  trout,  81b. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Since  last  report  the 
following  sport  has  been  got: — On  June  28,  Messrs. 
Burbick,  two  grilse  of  51b.  and  61b.,  and  Mr.  Buxton 
a  5-pounder.  On  July  3,  General  Upsher  landed 
two  salmon  of  161b.  and  131b.,  besides  two  grilse 
of  51b.  and  61b. ;  on  same  day  Mrs.  Upsher  landed 
a  salmon  of  161b.,  and  a  grike  of  51b.  On  July  4, 
ilr.  Buxton,  one  grilse  51b.,  and  General  Upsher 
two  of  51b.  and  61b.  On  July  5,  General  Upsher 
landed  two  grilse  of  51b.  and  61b.  On  July  6,  Mr. 
Buxton  landed  a  51b.  grilse,  and  General  Upsher  a 
salmon  of  111b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  very  low, 
and  while  the  Annan  is  comparatively  clear  some  of 
the  other  rivers  need  a  thorough  scouring.  There 
are  plenty  of  sea  trout  in  all  the  rivers,  but  they 
will  not  rise  to  either  the  day  or  night  fly.  Herling 
are  just  beginning  to  show  now,  but  like  the  sea 
trout  they  fight  shy  of  the  fly.    The  Annan. — In 
the  '(different  stretches  of  this  river  sport  has  been 
very  poor,  and  only  one  angler  has  had  a  decent 
basket  of  sea  trout.    Fishing  in  Sir  Robert  J ardine's 
portion  of  Blacketlees  below  Mount  Annan  Island, 
on  Wednesday  night,  July  5,  Mr.  James  Loudon 
had  five  sea  trout  and  one  herling  with  night  fly. 
In  the  same  water  on  Friday  night,  July  7,  he  had 
one  sea  trout  with  fly.    One  or  two  herling  have 
been  caught  in  the  lower  waters.    Mr.  Beattie  had 
one  on  July  7,  and  one  on  Saturday  morning, 
July   8,  with   fly.     Mr.   Laurie  took   one  with 
small  fly.    In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom's  keeper  has  had  only  two  sea  trout  and  one 
herling  during  the  j,week.     Mr.   James  Marshall 
landed  a  couple  of  herling  in  the  same  water,  and 
Mr.  James  Robinson  had  also  a  brace  on  Saturday 
night.    The  catches  have  fallen  off  considerably  in 
Hoddom  Castle  and  Castlemilk  portions.    The  clear 
water  worm  (the  brandling)  has  accounted  for  an 
odd  sea  trout  besides  small  creels  of  yellow  trout, 
The  DoMFBiES  NiTH   is   exceedingly  low.  On 
Monday  I  looked  over  a  few  miles  of  its  upper 
stretches  and  found  the  streams  unfishable  in  the 
Sanquhar  district.     There  has  been  no  angling  in 
this  district  for  some  time.  The  Galloway  Rivebs 
— Nothing  is  doing  in  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry  be 
cause  of  low  waters.    A  few  yeUow  trout  have  been 
taken  with  fly  on  one  of  the  lochs.  Chub  fishing  has 
been  indulged  in  and  some  big  catches  have  been 
made.    The  Aykshirk  Rivees  and  Lochs. — A  fair 
amount  of  sport  has  been  obtained  on  Loch  Doon  of 
Dalmellington.    A  Newcastle  doctor  had  twenty 
three  yellow  trout  with  fly  on  July  10,  Mr.  Grey  took 
twenty-six  on  the  same  date,  and  at  three  previous 
outings  he  landed  seventy-one  ;  Mr.  Stirling  caught 
fifteen  on  July  7.  Two  rods  from  Ayr  caught  about 
a  dozen  on  July  10,  and  since  that  date  several  rods 
have  been  out  and  met  with  improved  sport, 
Several  anglers  have  also  fished  from  the  Black 
Bull  Hotel  boats. — Heathekbell. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Angling  at  present  is  of  little  consequence,  the 
rivers  being  very  low  and  foul.  Several  pike  have 
been  taken  mostly  from  the  Tweed  in  the  Sprouston 
district,  Mr.  A  White,  jun.,  having  killed  five  within 
the  last  week,  weights  from  31b.  to  91b.  each.  On 
Monday  of  last  week,  Mr.  S.  Storey,  the  tenant  of 
Paxton  Hou£e,Berwick,  had  a  remarkable  experience 
while  angling  on  the  Tweed.  He  was  just  making 
a  cast  when  a  salmon  jumped  into  the  boat,  and  was 
promptly  secured,  paying  the  penalty  for  its  excur- 
sion irom  its  own  element.  Similar  incidents  have 
been  known  to  occur,  but  not  once  in  the  experi- 
ence of  Mr.  Storey,  who  has  fished  for  twenty-eight 
years,  or  of  his  fi.sherman,  who  has  been  engaged  on 
the  Tweed  for  thirty-two  years  at  Hendersyde  and 
the  Pavilion,  and  latterly  at  Paxton. — Max\vheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Qalway). — Warm,  dry 
weather  has  prevailed  during  last  week,  but  to-day 
(July  11)  it  is  raining  fast  and  looks  like  a  good 
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spate  for  the  week.  Major  O'Hara  secured  one 
salmon  101b. ;  A.  Mathews,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Capt. 
Rotheram  fifty-two  sea-trout. — Jock  Scott. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  drought  was  broken 
this  week  by  heavy  thunder-showers,  which  raised 
the  rivers  into  better  condition.  The  presence  of  the 
electricity  in  the  air  did  little  good,  however.  On 
the  Antrim  Road  Basin  sport  amongst  the  rainbows 
was  a  little  better.  It  is  quite  apparent  that  after 
these  fish  reach  over  21b.  they  practically  cease 
to  rise  to  the  fly.  The  July  holidays  here  look  to 
be  favoured  by  plenty  of  rain. — J.  A.  B. 

Galvray  Fishery. — The  following  is  the  indi- 
vidual catch  for  the  week  ending  July  8  : — Captain 
Macgowan,  71b.,  6ilb.,  51b.,  41b.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  61b., 
4ilb.,  6Jlb.,  61b.,  41b.,  7ilb.,  61b.,  61b.,  51b.,  9ilb., 
4*lb.,  9*lb.,  4Jlb.  Captain  Steward,  71b.,  61b.,  61b., 
71b.,  3pb.,  51b.,  541b.,  61b.,  6pb.,  4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  7Jlb., 
6*lb.  Captain  Herring,  11  lb.,  Q^Vo.,  l^\h.,  61b., 
5|lb.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  101b.,  91b.,  61b.,  51b.,  51b.,  5lb., 
51b.,  61b.  Captain  Swales,  5ilb.,  61b.,  5|lb.,  3Jlb., 
l\\h.,  5Jlb.,  5ilb.,  4Jlb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  41b.,  6^1b.,  91b., 
61b.  51b.  Colonel  Underwood,  51b.,  71b.,  SJlb., 
5ilb.,  61b.,  81b.,  61b.,  5lb.,  SJlb.,  5pb.,  51b.,  5Jlb., 
131b.,  541b.,  lOJlb.,  4|lb.,  51b.,  51b.,  31b.,  121b. 
4Jlb.,  4|lb.  Mrs.  J.  D.  Humphreys,  61b.,  Bilb 
Captain  Amphlett,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  4Jlb.,  6Jlb., 
131b..  61b.,  41b.,  5ilb.    Mrs.  Hallett,  71b.— Milne 

Lough  Corrib  (Railway  Hotel). — We  had  three 
very  warm  days  last  week,  which  made  them  bad 
for  fishing  except  in  the  late  evenings,  when  there 
was  tremendous  quantities  of  perch  taken  in  the 
river  by  the  townspeople  and  young  folk.  Other- 
wise the  rest  of  the  week  was  very  favourable  for 
fishermen,  particularly  so  in  the  forenoons  and 
evenings,  when  there  is  a  certainty  of  making  good 
"  gads  "  of  fish.  Baskets  are  out  of  date  for  carry- 
ing fish  on  the  Corrib.  Mr.  C.  V.  J.,  fishing  from 
the  Railway  Hotel,  on  J uly  3,  killed  81b.  of  trout, 
twelve  perch,  and  two  pike,  15lb.  and  81b.  respec 
tively.  On  July  4,  he  killed  nine  trout  (largest, 
5lb.),  two  pike  of  111b.  and  91b.,  and  ten  perch 
On  July  6,  he  killed  two  salmon  of  81b.  and  61b., 
and  some  trout  and  perch.  On  July  10  he  killed 
211b.  of  troiit  (largest,  5 Jib.  and  3 Jib.),  two  small 
pike  of  91b.  and  71b.,  and  four  perch.  On  this  day 
he  travelled  fully  eight  miles  dapping  with  the  fly 
and  Long  Harry,  and  trolled  fully  the  same  distance 
home  in  the  evening,  when  he  killed  his  two  largest 
trout.  This  gentleman's  motto  is  to  dap  when  and 
where  he  can,  troll  in  the  deep  waters  in  bright 
weather,  and  always  keep  his  line  in  the  water. 
As  I  am  writing  there  is  some  rain  falling,  but  I 
think  it  will  not  be  much,  but  it  will  cool  the 
weather  and  make  the  fishing  good  all  round  on 
the  Corrib.— T.  F.  Naughton. 

Longh  Curraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  00.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  pretty  good  at  sea-trout,  but  only 
one  peal  of  61b.  by  the  Rev.  N.  W.  Grissley.  The 
takes  of  sea-trout  ranged  from  two  to  ten  fish.  It 
rained  on  Monday  night,  and  good  numbers  of 
salmon,  peal,  and  sea-trout  came  up  from  the  sea, 
— T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — There 
are  but  few  rods  at  work  on  these  waters  at  present ; 
the  angling  has  been  indifferent  for  the  past  few 
days  until  yesterday,  when  a  marked  improvement 
was  shown  upon  the  favourable  change  in  the 
weather  which  now  appears  all  one  could  wish  for 
any  kind  of  fishing.  Capt.  Watson,  fishing  from 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  took  two  trout,  1  lb.  13oz.  and 
1  lb.,  also  two  small  pike  about  71b.  each,  missing 
two  others,  one  a  very  fine  fish.    More  rods  are 


going  out  to-day,  and  I  hope  to  report  good  results 
next  week. — G.  A. 
Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Good  sport  has  been  obtained  with  brown  trout, 
but  the  best  baskets  were  had  in  the  late  evenings. 
On  Drenane,  a  basket  of  twenty-four  ;  on  Cummera- 
vanig,  one  of  fifty ;  on  Coomcatcun,  one  of  thirty- 
nine ;  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  thirty-five;  and  on 
Esnamackteeree,  one  of  forty-five. — T.  .1.  D. 

BXoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  and  loughs  low  and  clear,  and  rain 
is  much  needed  to  improve  sport.  Mr.  Garvey, 
two  grilse,  51b.  and  61b. ;  Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  four, 
31b.,  51b.,  01b.,  61b. ;  Mr.  Perry,  three,  41b.,  S^lb., 
and  71b.  ;  Major  Palmer,  two,  5\\h.  and  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Runchman,  one,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Arkle,  on  the  lough, 
one,  61b.,  and  four  pike,  14lb.,  14Jlb.,  17lb.,  and 
ISpb.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  having  good  sport  on 
the  loughs,  some  nice  trout  have  been  got.  Loughs 
Talt  and  Callow  fished  fairly  well.  It  is  raining 
heavily  as  I  write. — Pat  Hbarns. 

North  Kerry  Rivers.  —  Peal  are  reckoned 
numerous,  but  have  not  furnished  much  sport  on 
any  of  the  waters,  and  salmon  have  not  shown 
much  inclination  to  rise,  owing  to  the  very  hot  and 
bright  weather  prevailing.  Sea-trout  are  about  in 
good  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  A  little  rain  has 
fallen,  but  not  enough  to  take  any  appreciable 
effect  on  the  height  of  the  water.  On  Prospect 
Mr.  C.  Heaton-Armstrong  and  Mr.  G.  Heaton-Arm- 
strong  killed  twenty-six  peal  averaging  5lb. — John 
Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — The 
long  wished  for  rain  has  just  commenced  to  descend. 
The  west  wind  for  it !  Now  let  us  hope  that  the 
grilse  are  no  longer  going  to  have  it  all  their  own 
way,  as  we  know  to  our  cost  they  have  had  it  so 
long.  However,  all's  well  that  ends  well.  Good 
grilse  fishing  and  good  trout  fishing  generally  go 
hand  in  hand,  so  that  if  the  rain  should  continue 
for  any  time  anglers,  both  on  the  upper  and  lower 
waters  here,  would  be  bound  to  have  a  charming 
time  of  it  before  long.  We  may  hope  for  better 
things  from  this  forward.  By  the  way,  I  would  be 
happy  to  let  for  a  month  or  so  my  water,  which 
will  astonish  grilse  and  trout  fishers  soon.  A  party 
of  three  or  four  would  find  ample  water  and  perfect 
accommodation  quite  close.  Killaloe,  July  12. — - 
Still  raining.  Drought  surely  at  an  end. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  00.  Kerry). — Owing 
to  continued  bright  weather  sea-trout  have  not 
been  rising  well  on  the  above  waters.  In  the  late 
evenings,  however,  a  few  of  these  fish  have  been 
had.  Brown  trout  furnished  fair  or  average  sport 
on  a  couple  of  days  which  were  partially  overcast. 
— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  in  the  late  evenings  has 
been  very  good  with  pollack,  the  takes  ranging 
from  ten  to  twenty  fish  to  each  rod  or  hand-line. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Pollack  fishers  have  had  fair  or 
average  sport,  but  bottom-fishing  is  still  rather 
poor.  The  best  baskets  have  been  had  in  the 
evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pouting  are  daily  taken  in 
large  numbers,  many  of  them  being  of  considerable 
size,  but  other  species  of  fish  are  unusually  scarce. 
Only  two  or  three  small  pollack  have  come  to  hand 
during  the  past  fortnight,  although  fished  for  daily 
by  numerous  experienced  anglers.  The  water  has 
retained  its  wonted  clearness  for  some  considerable 
time  past,  and  a  little  more  tone  in  it  would  probably 
be  conducive  to  bettersport.  On  July7,Mr.  WaddeU's 
early  morning  catch  consisted  of  six  dogfish  and 
one  lobster,  but  the  later  hours  of  the  day  yielded 
little  else  but  pouting.  Mr.  Wood  had  a  101b.  skate 
on  Saturday,  July  8 ;  another  gentleman  landed 
seven  nurse-dogs,  and  Mr.  Baum  took  a  61b.  rig  and 
half  a  dozen  dogfish.  The  following  day  was  almost 
devoid  of  sport  until  evening  hours,  when  Mr. 
Baum  was  again  successful  with  the  dogfish. 
The  company  on  Monday,  July  10,  comprised  Miss 
Morgan,  Mrs.  Goodwin,  Mrs.  Chancellor,  Miss 
Turner,  and  Messrs.  Morgan,  Harvey,  Goodwin,  J. 
Sugden,  R.  Edwards,  Cuancellor.  McCann,  Band, 
Newell,  Burton,  J.  Ansell,  J.  Medcraft,  A.  J.  Stait, 
W.  Stait,  J.  Methven,  A.  Turner,  G.  P.  Savage,  F. 
Dyer,  W.  J.  Batchelor,  A.  P.  Hillhouse,  W.  A. 
Marchant,  C.  Hodgson,  and  A.  Westlake.  Mr.  and 
Miss  Morgan  opened  the  day  with  excellent  sport, 
obtaining  sixty  pouting  before  their  breakfast  hour, 
and  Mr.  A.  Harvey  in  his  maiden  attempt  at  fishing 
hooked  and  landed  a  sea-bream  of  2ilb.,  a  very 
unusual  catch  in  this  locality.  Mr.  C.  Hodgson 
took  seven  dogfish,  and  everyone  obtained  a  fair 
number  of  pouting  and  an  occasional  codling.  The 
heaviest  catch  made  on  July  1 1  fell  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Baum,  who  left  the  pier  with  one  51b.  rig  and 
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eight  nurse- dogs.  A  large  number  of  rods  were  in 
evidence  throughout  the  day,  and  were  kept  busy 
the  greater  part  of  the  time.  Eight  rods  were  phed 
early  on  July  12,  and  each  made  a  small  return, 
but  the  later  hours  yielded  badly  until  the  evening, 
when  pouting  were  again  freely  in  evidence. — J, 

RiCHABDSON  (B.S.A  S.). 

Feusanoe.  —  Fair  sport.  Capt.  Rolle^ton's 
(B.S.A.S.)  party  on  July  11  had  thirty  bream  and 
"  sploshers,"  one  shark,  two  pollack,  and  two 
conger.  Dr.  Boyton  (B.S.A.S.)  and  party  had  three 
conger,  largest  over  301b.,  nine  large  pollack,  besides 
a  lot  of  vaiious  small  fish.  Messrs.  Jubb  and 
Neilson  had  five  pollack,  good  size,  and  about 
twenf  y  various  bream,  etc.  Rod  fishing  from  piers. 
— Moderate  sport.  A  few  bass  are  taking  the  bait, 
one  angler  caught  five,  three  31b.,  one  4|lb.,  and 
one  7^1b.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Repoits  from  every  source  sliow 
that  there  are  plenty  of  fish  about.  A  gentleman 
staying  up  the  Yealm  has  been  catching  a  lot  of 
bass  on  a  tpiller  and  also  by  whifling.  These  fish, 
I  hear,  also  are  to  be  caught  up  the  River  Tamar,  off 
Cargren  Point.  A  good  bait  for  them  is  a  prawn 
or  soft  green  crab,  although  a  fisherman  from  the 
dockyard  told  me  that  he  was  catching  them  off 
the  jetties  with  raw  meat,  and  he  was  using  very 
large  hooks — No.  10-0  Limerick.  The  pollack  aie 
coming  in  further,  and  the  large  ones  can  be  taken 
at  the  East  Winter  and  also  just  off  the  entrance 
to  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club  landing  place.  Some 
fine  baskets  of  pouting  and  blain  can  be  had  daily 
by  anchoring  the  boat  about  midway  between  the 
East  Winter  Buoy  and  the  ladies'  bathing  place. 
A  friend  of  mine  has  been  takiilg  from  eight  to  ten 
dozen  a  day.  The  best  bait  is  little  bits  of  mud- 
worm  on  No.  6  Limerick  hook  to  single  gut.  Our 
friends  here  who  possess  motor  launches  are  having 
some  good  sport  with  the  mackerel.  I  saw  a  nice 
string  being  brought  in  by  some  ladies  and  gentle- 
men the  other  evening  that  had  been  taken  in  the 
Sound.  I  have  just  heard  from  a  friend  (a  medical 
man)  from  Scilly,  who  says:  "Mrs.  H.  and  two 
friends  and  self  caught  812  pollack  this  week,  all 
good  fish,  caught  chiefly  with  the  red  sand-eel" 
(india-rubber  double  curved). — William  Heabdeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsg'ate. — This  being  the  racing  week  of  the 
Temple  Yacht  Club,  there  has  been  more  sailing 
than  fishing.  On  July  8,  Mr.  D.  Pine  had  a  nice 
string  of  dabs,  and  a  jlaice  about  21b.  Flatfish, 
pouting,  and  a  few  bass  (small)  have  been  taken 
from  the  Iron  Pier  and  tlie  Marina.  Mr.  Laker  and 
others  have  had  some  pouting,  dabs,  and  a  few 
silver  eels  from  the  West  Pier.  The  boats  that 
have  been  out  have  brought  in  from  one  to  two 
score  mixtures,  chiefly  flattish,  with  here  and  there 
a  good  "  dog."  The  water  is  extremely  clear,  which 
in  part  accounts  for  the  lack  of  sport.  Week-end 
prospects  would  be  much  improved  by  a  slight  stir 
up. — Gbey  Mullett. 


Jlssocittliotts,  cic. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at  Cripplegate 
Institute,   Golden  lane,   E.G.,   on  Monday  next, 
July  17,  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodbuff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
As  I  am  going  on  a  holiday  at  the  end  of  this 
month,  I  should  appreciate  early  application  for 
tickets  so  as  to  make  the  work  as  light  as  possible  in 
my  absence.  The  following  amounts  are  gratefully 
acknowledged  : — Leyton  Waltonians,  £3  ;  Spread 
Eaele,  12s. ;  Camden,  53.  ;  and  life  membership 
subscriptions  (21s.)  from  Mr.  G.  Wheeler,  City  of 
London  P.S.,  Mr.  P.  Strauss,  Hoxton,  and  Mr.  J. 
Powles  West,  Gresham. — W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley- 
load,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Barnes  presided  at  the  adjourned  meeting  of 
the  committee  on  July  4.  The  allotment  of  the 
prizes  for  the  current  season  was  proceeded  with 
and  completed,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  added  that 
they  are  many  and  various,  and  that  some  are 
given  es-pecially  f <  r  club  outings  and  "  sides"  com- 
petitionj.  Sundry  other  matters  of  business  were 
also  disposed  of.  On  July  5  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
occupied  the  chair  at  our  ordinary  meeting.  Four 
new  members  were  elected,  and  two  nominations 
for  membership  were  received.  The  proposal  to 
have  a  cluVj  outing  and  match  early  next  month 
was  discussed,  and  it  was  decided  that  this  should 
cake  place  at  Harefield  on  August  7.  The  "tidi  s  " 
competition,  fixed  for  July  23,  was  also  referred  to. 
The  weed-cutting  operations  in  the  Haiefield  section 
of  the  fcociety's  water  (from  Si  ringwoU  to  Jack's 
Mill)  have  now  been  finished,  and  members  will  find 
swims  cleared  in  that  section.  During  the  past 
week  sport  has  been  fairly  brisk.  Mr.  W.  Wilkin- 
son had  dace  from  Harefield ;  Messrs.  Armitage  and 


Wood-Barrett  roach,  best,  1  lb.  2|oz.  and  1  lb.  (ioz. 
respectively.  The  latter,  however,  on  July  8,  took 
a  very  fine  roach,  amongst  others,  which  he  put  into 
his  keep-net,  but  unfortunately  it  escaped  ;  he  also 
had  a  bream  of  2^lb, ;  Messrs.  Yarham  and  Wilkins 
had  dace  and  roach,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson  again 
brought  up  tench,  best,  21b.  Coz.,  from  Wray.sbury. 
In  the  Uxbridge  section  roach  up  to  1  lb.  have  been 
creeled,  whilst  in  the  Rickmansworth  section 
anglers  have  secured  roach,  chub,  and  perch,  best 
bag  about  81b.— E.  B. 

Beitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson,  a  vice-president  of  the 
society  and  its  late  curator,  occupied  the  business 
chair,  and  was  received  with  much  cordiality  by 
his  brother  members,  his  residence  in  the  country 
having  rendered  his  visits  few  and  far  between. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  later  on  occupied  the  chair  at 
the  social  meeting.  Reports  from  stations  and 
from  members  were  numerous  and  interesting.  At 
Port  Erin,  conger  of  1.501b.  and  3()lb.  had  been 
taken;  good  takes  of  pollack  at  Cork  Haibour, 
sixty-five  in  one  take  up  to  181b.  fish  ;  Eastbourne, 
bass  of  71b.,  101b.,  111b.  and  141b,.  fishing  from 
the  beach  ;  Polperro,  good  pollack  from  pier,  one 
boat  took  7cwt.  of  conger ;  heavy  takes  of  pollack 
in  the  I^izard  district.  Mucii  sympathy  was  evoked 
by  a  report  of  the  very  sudden  and  severe  illness  of 
Mr.  S.  Tucker,  an  old  and  valued  member,  and 
frequent  attendant  at  these  meetings.  Mr.  Hearn 
reported  fish  plentiful  at  Ballycotton — had  five 
score  good  bream  in  one  evening,  plenty  of  cod  up 
to  151b.  It  was  explained  that  the  fish  taken  at 
Folkestone  last  week  in  Mr.  Nickel's  boat  fell  to 
his  friend's  rod,  not  his  own.  Mr.  Boyton's  boatman 
at  Penzance  was  Clary  Croft,  not  Billy  Taylor  as 
stated  last  week.  He  was  Mr.  Hyde's.  These  are 
matters  of  local  importance,  for  the  fishing  papers 
are  carefully  rerd  at  the  society's  stations.  Mr. 
John  Dryden  read  a  paper  upon  "  Fishing  at 
Rothesay,"  followed  by  Mr.  R.  .1.  Souter  upon 
"Ayr,"  and  a  further  one  upon  "  Ilfracombe." 
They  were  all  excellent  of  their  kind,  and  left 
members  in  very  sligiit  ignorance  of  what 
they  ought  to  know  of  these  places.  Mr.  R.  J. 
Souter's  description  of  [the  catching  of  "cuddies," 
small  saithe,  and  lythe  with  white  flies  in 
the  evening  at  Ayr  was  especially  good.  Me-ssrs. 
Minchin,  Hyde,  Summers,  Boyton,  and  the 
Secretary  added  much  useful  information,  and 
the  meeting  was  brought  to  a  successful  close  at 
a  reasonably  early  hour  by  the  usual  votes  of 
thanks.  Next  Wednesday  the  subject  will  be 
Tackle  for  Bottom  Fishing,  by  G.  Read  Clarke,  A. 
J.  Parker,  T.  B.  Bates  and  others,  and  on  July  26, 
Dr.  A.  Litton  Forbes,  a  paper  on  fishing  off  Sunda 
Island,  and  on  the  Coast  of  County  Antrim. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society. 

A  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's 
Ha'l  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  David  Isaacs 
presiding.  Theie  was  a  nice  show  of  fish,  and 
many  reports  of  fsh  taken  at  the  society's 
W^aysbury  water,  including  numerous  roach  of 
l^lb.,  lib.,  and  thereabouts,  Messrs.  Bohling, 
Semple,  and  Merritt  all  having  nice  samples  and 
good  takes,  the  last  mentioned  gentleman,  in 
addition,  having  good  perch  and  eels.  From  the 
Thames  (Old  Windsor),  Mr.  Isaacs  had  had  roach; 
at  Molesey,  Mr.  Bellamy,  chub  up  to  3^]h. ;  Messrs. 
Dryden  and  Wolff,  dace ;  whilst  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin 
(at  Datchet),  with  Mr.  Farrar  Lumley,  had  taken 
laetween  them  over  100  dace  and  chub,  many 
of  the  latter  up  to  about  21b.  ;  of  this  large 
catch,  however,  only  the  finest  specimens  were 
retained.  At  Grove  Ferry,  Mr.  Beamont  reported 
eels,  roach,  and  perch  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  a  nice  lot 
of  good  roach,  and  one  fine  dace  of  lOoz.,  also 
taking  several  heavy  flounders  off  Leigh ;  sea- 
fishing  also  being  reported,  with  small  catches,  by 
Dr.  Ladell,  at  Newhaven ;  also  by  Mr.  Isaacs,  who 
had  secured  very  heavy  roach — three,  about  21b. 
each — in  the  tidal  water  at  Lewes.  Final  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  punt  competition  at 
Hampton,  on  Tuesday,  July  18,  names  of  members 
participating  being  handed  to  Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez, 
who  has  kindly  consented  to  make  all  necessary 
arrangements  ;  best  train  leaves  Waterloo  8.35  a.m., 
stait  at  Tagg's  Island  at  9.30,  leave  off  for  lunch  at 
one  o'clock,  resume  fishing  at  3,  and  cease  at 
7  o'clock.  Mr.  Isaacs  received  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  for  gift  of  a  valuable  volume  to  the  Library, 
Miss  Ladell  being  also  thanked  for  kindly  allowing 
the  society  to  make  use  of  the  painting  of  the 
"  Weaver,"  so  that  all  members  may  be  able  to 
quickly  recognise  this  very  dangerous  species  of 
fish. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  chair  at  Tuesday's  meeting  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  C.  L.  Gill.  Several  applications  for  member- 
ship were  received,  and  a  gentleman  added  to  the 
society.     A  report  from  the  bailiff  at  Kelvedon 


gives  the  information  that  all  the  grass  is  cut,  and 
the  fishery  is  open  throughout  its  length.  Members 
visiting  the  fishery  should  try  caddis,  this  gene- 
rally proves  a  good  bait  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Some  good  takes  of  roach  weie  reported,  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray  having  had  capital  baskets.  Some  nice  trout 
have  been  creeled  at  Chosliam,  Mr.  Saunders  taking 
a  brace  one  evening,  and  some  g i)od  chub  from  the 
Lea.  Messrs.  Pi  ice,  Pitts,  Chield,  Chasteney,  and 
Eldred  were  also  successful  at  Chesham.  Tlie  trout 
were  rising  very  well  on  Saturday,  but  only  very 
small  flies  were  of  use. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  at  the  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday last.  Arrangements  were  completed  for  the 
outing  to  Reedham  on  the  22nd  and  23rd,.  and 
providing  we  have  good  weather  the  members  have 
a  chance  of  scoring  further  points  for  the  challenge 
cup.  The  competition  for  this  trophy  is  now 
becoming  exciting — Mr.  G.  Westrup  is  leading  with 
six  points,  Mr.  H.  Dunn  following  with  five  points, 
Mr.  G.  Rayner  third,  and  Mr.  A.  Piercy  fourth. 
Since  my  last  report  the  following  members  have 
recorded  specimen  fish  : — Mr.  A.  Piercy,  a  perch, 
lib.  lOoz.,  and  a  dace,  lOJoz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  a 
perch,  lib.  ISJoz.  ;  and  Mr.  Attwojd,  a  dace, 
lO'oz.— Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  weighed  in  one  dace,  14.Joz. ;  A. 
Gutteridge,  rudd  up  to  5Joz. ;  W.  Radbuin,  perch 
up  to  1  lb.  Joz.  S.  Stone,  roach,  491b.,  from  HJoz. 
up  to  lib.  9oz. ;  chub,  151b.  5jz.  (best,  31b.  2ioz.); 
dace,  6Ib.  13Joz.  (best,  8oz);  pike,  and  grayling, 
12oz.  W.  Jelks,  roach,  281b.  ISJoz  (best,  1  lb.  Ioz.) ; 
dace,  Gib.  Ioz.  ;  chub  and  trout.  T.  Lewis,  roach, 
bream,  and  perch.  F.  Robins,  bieam  and  roach. 
— H.  C.  M. 

Palmerston  Angling  Society. 

The  following  catches  of  roach,  rudd,  and  perch 
wore  made  in  our  water  at  Welney  : — .June  19,  four 
rods  had  515  ;  June  25,  three  rods,  207  ;  July  3-4. 
two  rods,  253.  Although  a  number  of  these  fish 
were  just  below  our  standard,  I  may  mention  that 
our  size  of  retainable  fish  is  as  follows:  Perch, 
lOin. ;  roach  and  rudd,  8in.  Many  of  those  caught 
scaled  lib.  On  June  10  rudd  took  the  fly  freely, 
and  afforded  excellent  sport.  All  the  above  fish 
were  returned. — P.  Vandervell,  Hon.  Sec. 
Piscatorial  Society. 

Many  members  being  away  holiday-making,  the 
attendance  at  Monday's  meeting  was  somewhat 
small.  Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  occupied  the  chair, 
and  after  a  new  membe  r  had  been  elected  by  ballot 
angling  experiences  were  recorded.  The  most 
successful  fly  fisher  had  been  the  genial  president, 
Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown ;  on  private  water  he  landed 
no  fewer  than  three  and  a  half  brace  of  grand  fish. 
He  retained,  however,  only  a  brace  weighing 
51b.  12oz.  The  heavier  fish  of  the  two — one  of 
31b.  4oz. — Mr.  Brown  had  an  exciting  tussle  with. 
He  was  fishing  from  an  island  between  the  two 
weirs.  The  big  fish  was  hooked  just  below  the 
right  weir.  It  first  bolted  down  stream  under  a 
plank  bridge,  then  came  up  with  a  wild  rush  and 
jumped  the  weir,  getting  into  the  comparatively 
quiet  water  above.  Not  being  at  home  here  the 
trout  came  over  the  left  weir,  below  which  it  was 
ultimately  landed.  A  friend  who  was  with  Mr. 
Brown  had  on  a  larger  fish,  but  failed  to  land  it. 
There  was  no  news  from  the  Kennet  or  Lamboum, 
At  Uxbridge  several  small  trout  had  been  taken 
and  returned.  The  as-istant  secretary  had  some 
roach  up  to  1  lb.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  A.  Carpenter  was 
broken  by  a  big  trout.  The  acceptances  for  the 
annual  summer  dinner  at  Newbury  next  Saturday, 
July  22,  are  coming  in  well.  Members  who  attend 
the  gathering  will,  upon  application,  be  furnished 
with  complimentary  tickets  for  any  friend  or  friends 
who  may  accompany  them  to  fish  the  society's 
waters  there. — Hon.  Sec. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 

On  Monday  last  (July  3)  a  very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent.  The  following  fish  were  taken  from  club 
water  last  week  : — Messrs.  Ashmead,  Anthony, 
Garner,  and  Williams,  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Drayton  Ford  water ;  Messrs.  C.  P.  Tuckwell,  Post, 
and  Edmunds,  dace  and  pike  from  the  large 
"Gravel  Pit";  a  fine  chub  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Harrison  from  the  water  at  Springwell.  Four  new 
names  were  posted  for  election.  "Kibble"  and 
Pink  have  been  swim  cutting,  the  water  being  now 
in  fine  condition. — A.  E.  J. 


The  Louisville  Post  says: — "Every  town  has  a 
liar ;  a  sponger ;  a  girl  who  giggles ;  a  weather 
prophet;  a  neighbomhood  feud;  a  woman  who 
tattles;  a  man  who  knows  it  all;  more  loafers  than 
it  needs;  a  few  meddlesome  old  women  ;  a 'thing' 
that  stares  at  women  ;  a  few  who  know  how  to  run 
the  affairs  of  the  country ;  and  scores  of  men  with 
the  caboose  of  their  trousers  worn  smooth  as  glass." 
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mutt  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thwrsday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Saturday  last  the  annual  conteat  in  con- 
nection with  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  took  place  in  the  canal  belonging  to  the 
Birmingham  Canal  Navigation  Company  iostoad  of 
the  Trent  and  Mersey  Canals  Company  waters 
at  Alrewas,  the  latter  company  having  ob- 
tained an  injunction  against  the  society  pre- 
venting them  from  fishing  at  the  latter  place 
no  later  than  July  8  last,  but  still  nothing 
was  left  undone  to  prevent  the  contest  coming  off 
on  the  date  sent  out  on  the  first  circular,  and  a 
fresh  supply  of  circulars  were  sent  out  after  the 
injrmction  was  granted,  and  the  contest  was  fished 
at  Lichfield  and  turned  out  a  great  success.  Three 
special  trains  conveyed  the  members  and  their 
friends  to  the  Cathedral  Town.  Over  seven 
hundred  took  part  in  the  contest  under  the  super- 
vision of  Messrs.  Bagley,  Egerton,  Kingham  and 
Jolly.  The  contest  was  fished  under  a  brilliant 
sun,  but  still  for  two  hours'  fishing  under  the  associa- 
tion rules  for  a  canal  the  takes  were  above  the 
average.  The  first  nine  prize  winners  are  in  the 
order  named.  T.  Teale,  Theodoric  Club,  1  lb.  15oz. ; 
G.  Kent,  Oak,  1  lb.  5oz. ;  Cochrane,  Handel's  Head, 
1  lb.  3oz ;  Woodland,  Small  Heath,  ISfoz. ;  Wilmot, 
Birmingham  Heath,  15^oz. ;  Ricketts.Izaak  Walton, 
l-tfoz. ;  Lea,  The  Gun,  14|oz. ;  Barton,  Highgate 
Park,  14Joz. ;  J.  Grimes,  Great  Western,  13|oz. 
Independent  of  the  special  prizes  the  winner  will 
become  the  holder  of  the  silver  challenge  cup.  A 
special  prize  for  the  largest  roach  was  won 
by  Mr.  Perry,  of  the  Travellers'  Best  Club. 
Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  prize  distri- 
bution and  concert  which  precedes  the  same. 
The  St.  Paul's  Angling  Society  held  their  annual 
contest  on  J uly  9  at  Upton-on-  Severn.  Two  hundred 
and  eighty  members  and  friends  took  part  in  the 
outing,  and  over  150  members  took  part  in  the 
contest.  The  contest  was  fished  under  the  associa- 
tion rules.  One  hundred  and  twenty  members  took 
fish,  but  the  takes  were  very  small  owing  to  the 
excessive  heat.  The  first  six  winners  are  in  the  order 
named  : — J.  Bryant,  C.  Cobley,  Mr.  Hardy,  J.  San- 
8om,  H.  Helwood,  C.  Groves  and  J.  Reggy  a  tie.  Mr. 
W.  Kimberley  acted  as  referee.  The  prizes  are  very 
valuable,  and  will  be  distributed  on  Tuesday  evening 
next.  The  members  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Club 
have  been  doing  well  on  the  Penk.  Mr.  Morris 
took  a  good  catch  of  roach,  the  largest  being  one  of 
over  1  lb.  7oz.,  and  Mr.  Randle  took  over  101b. 
of  mixed  fish.  Sport  on  the  Avon,  Trent,  and 
Severn  has  not  been  very  good.  We  had  a  thunder- 
storm on  Sunday  last  and  a  heavy  downpour  of 
rain,  but  it  only  affected  a  few  of  our  fishing  resorts. 
With  a  little  cooler  weather  sport  shoiild  improve. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Bream  fishing  continues  to  be  prosecuted  with  a 
marked  amount  of  vigour  and  success,  and  the 
prodigious  bags  which  have  lately  been  obtained 
have  been  the  means  of  attracting  a  considerable 
number  of  rods  into  the  district.  The  majority  of 
the  visitors  have  hailed  from  Sheffield  and  other 
Yorkshire  towns,  and  expert  "hands  "  have  had  no 
cause  to  complain  of  the  sport  they  have  been  able 
to  obtain.  In  some  cases  where  operations  have 
been  carried  on  from  a  boat,  as  much  as  four  stone 
of  bream  have  been  killed  by  a  single  rod,  and 
several  fish  have  run  up  to  61b.  apiece.  Worms, 
maggots,  and  the  potato  bait  have  done  the  trick, 
the  two  first-nameid  for  preference.  Roach  fishing 
is  now  becoming  general,  and  although  several  nice 
dishes  have  recently  been  obtained,  the  bright  hot 
weather  is  not  quite  favourable  to  this  branch  of 
sport.  Perch  have  been  giving  excellent  sport  on 
the  Forty-foot  in  the  Dunsby  Fen  district,  and 
amongst  recent  captures  was  a  fine  specimen  weigh- 
ing close  upon  31b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  River  Hull  has  been  fairly  good  in 
some  parts  of  late.  The  Kingston  Angling  Associa- 
tion fished  a  match  near  to  Mickle  Dyke-end,  and 
had  some  fair  fish,  one  member  landing  a  roach 
weighing  close  upon  21b. ;  and  at  Hempholme  some 
very  good  dace  and  odd  chub  have  been  secured 
with  maggots.  On  Saturday  (July  8),  the  Beverley 
Angling  Association  competed  for  some  prizes  in 
the  river  near  to  Weelferry,  but  very  few  scale  fish 
were  taken,  the  prizes  being  won  chiefly  with  eels, 
some  of  which  scaled  up  to  Jib.  A  few  brace  of 
trout  continue  to  h)e  taken  in  the  Driffield  Caoal,  and 
at  Whinhill  Lock  some  good  roach  and  dace  have  been 
taken  during  the  week,  both  with  maggots  and 
strawbait,  and  at  Frodingham  Beck-end  several 
good  roach  and  perch  have  been  creeled.  Anglers 
visiting  the  River  Ancholme  have  done  well  at 
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Horkstow,  and  down  to  the  Sluice,  and  roach  up 
to  1  lb.  each,  bream  up  to  SJlb.,  and  eels  up  to  21b. 
each  secured;  Messrs.  W.  Chapman,  G.  Choese- 
man.  Flowers,  Mattinson,  and  others  having 
some  very  fair  catches  of  fish.  Some  good  sport 
amongst  roach  and  bream,  and  odd  tench  of  2lb.  each 
are  reported  in  the  Brigg  district.  The  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  A.A.  hold  their  annual 
hospital  match  and  challenge  shield  competition  at 
Ferriby  Sluice  to-day  (Saturday),  steamboats  leav- 
ing the  pier  at  Hull  at  2  p.m. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  streams  here  are  dead  low,  and  a  little  evening 
and  night  fishing  is  all  that  is  permissible  at 
present.  Moreover,  trout  are  again  falling  into  a 
very  half-hearted  sort  of  a  way — there  is  no  go  about 
them;  one  can  get  any  amount  of  "pulls"  with 
the  winged  flies  at  night,  but  on  striking  the  usual 
thing  is  to  find  "nothingness"  where  the  trout 
should  be.  The  thing  to  account  for  this  is  the  fact 
that  the  streams  are  very  hard  fished  in  the  sum- 
mer months ;  everybody  can  get  out  of  an  evening, 
and  judging  by  the  multitude  of  rods  one  can  see 
nightly  lining — I  mean  nothing  wrong — the  river 
bank,  one  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  every- 
body is  out,  and  also  that  everybody  has  taken  his 
next  door  neighbour  with  him.  No  big  catches 
are  being  made,  and  I  don't  suppose  any  will  be 
until  a  flood  comes.  Sea-trout  are  also  very  slack, 
although  there  seems  to  be  a  fair  number  "  up  "  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Kent,  but  feeding  most 
certainly  they  are  not.  I  took  my  first  for  the 
season  on  Monday  night  last,  a  nice  fish  of  2pb., 
but  I  have  had  half  a  dozen  journeys  of  four  miles 
each  way  to  accomplish  this,  so  that  I  think  the 
most  grudging  will  allow  that  it  was  well  "  addled." 
Mr.  MetcaJf  also  had  a  nice  one  of  2  Jlb.  on  Wed- 
nesday last.  There  are  a  few  grilse  and  an  odd 
salmon  or  two  in  the  stream.  Rain  would  help 
things  wonderfully.  Perch  fishing  is  good  on 
Windermere,  and  pike  fishing  fairly  so.  Trout  and 
char  are  doing  nothing. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Two  items  of  special  news  are  to  hand  from 
Bolton.  There  was  a  big  open  match  in  the  Bolton 
Canal  last  Saturday,  and  the  result  is  worthy  of 
note — 275  rods  entered,  and  out  of  these  7  rods  got 
fish.  The  Bolton  Association  are  establishing  a 
challenge  shield  for  this  canal,  and  it  may  be 
pardonable  to  suggest  that  the  profit  on  this 
match,  say,  £5,  may  be  suitably  spent  in  stocking 
the  canal  when  the  shield  is  fished  for.  The 
second  item  is  that  the  average  per  rod  for  the 
annual  Whitsuntide  match  is  loz.  9dr.  for  922 
entries.  They  are  now  studying  the  difference 
between  a  rudd  aad  a  roach,  and  a  chub  and 
a  dace,  and  are  being  assisted  by  a  local 
authority  on  fish.  Our  county  rods  who  may  be 
spending  a  holiday  at  Southport  are  assured  that 
that  they  will  spend  a  few  hours  pleasurably  in  the 
Kew  Gardens,  where  lately  many  fine  roach  up  to  lib. 
and  eels  to  41b.  have  been  taken  lately.  The  heavy 
rains  of  last  Sunday  have  put  the  BolUn  in  excellent 
trim.  From  Ashton  comes  the  news  of  two  bream 
5|lb.  and  141b.  14oz.  from  local  waters.  (Surely,  it 
should  be  41b.  14oz. ).  This  is  one  sample  of  many 
good  totals. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

What  with  the  Royal  visit,  fishing  contests,  and 
thunderstorms,  angling  is  a  little  off-side.  Not 
that  there  is  any  lack  of  news,  but  the  question  is 
how  to  boil  it  down  to  be  interesting,  however,  for 
one  item  of  interest.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that 
one  of  our  city  clubs  always  gets  a  good  catch  in 
their  club  events,  no  matter  what  water  is 
visited,  but  never  shines  in  any  association  or 
open  event.  The  secret  is  out,  but  tell  it  not 
in  Gath,  publish  it  not  in  Ascalon,  the  place 
to  be  fi^ed  is  very  carefully  prepared  by  ground 
baiting  for  days  before.  "  Tommy  Potts  "  is  known 
SB  a  typical  busy-body  in  Lancashire,  and  he  has 
solved  the  problem.  To-day  most  of  our  clubs 
will  be  engaged  with  the  great  annual  of  the 
C.  P.  A.  A.,  for  which  a  big  entry  has  been  secured. 
Several  city  clubs  out  last  Sunday  paid  the  penalty 
of  thinking  it  would  never  rain  again  by  a  thorough 
drenching.  Everything  promises  well  for  a  big 
entry  for  the  boys'  championship  next  Saturday. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  another  slight  rise,  as 
the  outcome  of  violent  storms  on  July  9.  Barbel 
anglers  have  again  been  securing  fish  in  the  Wilford 
waters,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  A.  J.  Otter  and 
Mr.  P.  Gamble,  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society, 
caught  three,  besides  fourteen  eels,  in  the 
Fiskerton  district.  The  barbel  were  only  in 
moderate  condition,  but  they  bit  well  at  the  worm. 
Worm  baitings  ought  now  to  be  indulged  in,  for  I 
feel  sure  they  would  result  in  the  enjoyment  of 
plenty  of  sport.    Mr.  A.  Sowell  has  had  several  good 
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specimens  from  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  odd  fish 
have  been  met  with  at  HazleVrd  and  Avorham. 
On  tho  Kolham    section,  Mr.     W.   Dandy,  Mr. 

F.  Arrriitage,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Hodgson  have 
been  creeling  chub  with  the  fly  —  the  Zulu 
chiefly — Mr.  Hodgson  hooking  and  landing  a  beauty 
of  41b.  Mr.  S.  Roe  and  Mr.  W.  Higginson  have  also 
done  fairly  well  amongst  the  "  loggerheads  "  and 
dace  on  the  Clifton  stretch.  Things  appear  to  be 
rather  quiet  on  most  of  the  upper  reaches.  On 
July  0  the  City  Fox  and  Owl  Society  decided 
their  first  competition  (jf  the  season  at  Gii  ton.  The 
heat  was  intense,  but  most  of  the  cornpeti  tors 
caught  fish,  tho  prize  winners  being  : — First,  E. 
Burnham,  21b.  1 3oz. ;  second,  W.  Packer,  21b.  2  joz. ; 
third,  W.  Griffiths,  lib.  ISJoz. ;  fourth,  J.  H. 
Thompson,  1  lb.  15oz.  ;  fifth,  A.  Stevenson, 
lib.  Coz. ;  and  sixth,  N.  Scarpello,  lloz. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  variety  of  weather  in  the  past 
week — intense  heat,  heavy  tempest,  and  very  heavy 
rain,  which  should  improve  the  rivers  and  put  the 
fish  on  the  feed.  We  have  now  had  two  capital 
days  for  the  angler,  warm  with  flying  clouds, 
and  the  wind  in  a  good  quarter,  but  only  a  few 
rods  have  been  out  and  very  few  trout  taken. 
Some  fair  takes  of  chub  have  been  had,  and 
Messrs.  Willis,  Jones,  Thomas,  Tyler,  and  others 
have  caught  a  fine  lot  of  roach  in  the  Severn, 
and  Messrs.  L.  Knight  and  J.  Minton,  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Club,  had  a  big  catch  of  eels  in  a  brook  off 
the  Avon,  at  Defford,  in  the  early  morning  of 
Sunday  last.  And  at  Evesham,  a  tine  21b.  perch 
was  caught  by  Mr.  Lynes,  and  some  good  catches 
of  chub  and  eels  have  been  caught  in  this 
part  of  the  Avon  with  the  worm.  The  members 
of  the  Sabrina  Club  had  their  first  competition 
in  the  River  Teme  on  Saturday  last  at 
Knightsford  Bridge :  there  was  a  good  muster  of 
members,  the  contest  lasted  2^  hours.  The  prize 
winners  were  :  W.  Harris,  first ;  W.  Holder,  second  ; 
C.  Abbott,  third  ;  H.  Roberts,  fourth.  The  Fountain 
Club  have  their  first  contest  in  the.  A  von  at  Wyre 
Piddle  on  July  16,  and  the  St.  John's  Amateur 
Anglers  have  their  second  contest  in  their  club 
water  in  the  Teme  at  Powick  on  July  15,  and  a 
general  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and  District  A.S. 
will  be  held  at  the  Turk's  Head  Inn  on  July  18,  to 
arrange  time  and  place  of  the  inter-club  contest  for 
the  present  season. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fish  of  all  sorts  are  biting  again  this  month — 
next  month  they  begin  to  bite  bravely,  July  8 
witnessed  several  first  local  matches  of  the  season. 
The  St.  Dennis  A.A.  arranged  with  Mr.  Nuitt  to 
fish  at  Ellerton,  and  put  in  a  good  day  from  eleven 
until  six  o'clock,  the  weather  being  favourable  for 
sport.  J.  Conney  caught  the  heaviest  quantity,  the 
scales  turning  at  81b.  loz. ;  E.  Conney  was  second. 
Rowan  third,  and  Thompson  fourth.  The  members 
of  the  George  Inn  (York)  A.A. — a  newly-formed  club 
— proceeded  to  Nun  Monkton,  and  had  an  enjoy- 
able time.  The  weigh-in  placed  the  members  in  the 
following  order: — Gejrge  Blanchard,  21b.  13Joz. ; 
Edward  Walker,  1  lb.  6|oz. ;  W.  A.  Plows,  lib.  4Joz. ; 
George  Webster,  George  Hling,  George  Precious,  A. 
Witcherley,  Wm.  Cartwright ;   specials  going  to 

G.  Blanchard  for  best  roach,  and  E.  Walker  for 
heaviest  fish.  The  King  William  A.A.  met  at 
Stamford  Bridge,  when  chief  prize-takers  were 
C.  Ricketts,  A.  Keech,  G.  Gossop,  R.  Gibson,  A. 
Buckle,  G.  Woodcock,  T.  Ibbotson,  and  Cottam. 
Good  sport  fell  to  the  members  of  Bleasdale's  (York) 
A.C.  on  the  occasion  of  their  first  match  of  the 
season  at  Linton.  W.  Lee,  J.  Johnson,  and  H.  Lee 
occupied  the  leading  positions. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been  very  sultry 
and  bright,  with  little  or  no  wind.  In  fact,  on  a 
couple  of  days  the  temperature  was  quite  tropical, 
especially  in  the  southern  province,  and  angling 
was  practically  out  of  the  question  until  the 
evenings.  Sport  as  a  consequence  has  been  generally 
backward  at  salmon  and  peai,  though  sea-trout 
furnished  respectable  sport  at  a  few  places.  Rain 
is  badly  needed  everywhere,  especially  for  river 
fishing,  and  there  are  signs  in  aU  directions 
that  it  is  near  at  hand.  At  the  last  Water- 
ville  Petty  Sessions  two  men  were  prosecuted 
for  fishing  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  on  Lough 
Currane  without  being  duly  licensed.  The 
prosecution  was  brought  on  by  Mr.  Richard 
Osborne  Sloane,  Inspector  of  Fisheries  to  the  Local 
Conservators.  Mr.  J.  Shuel,  Solicitor,  Caherciveen, 
appeared  for  the  prosecution,  and  the  defendants 
were  not  professionally  represented.  Each  of  the 
defendants  was  fined  £2  with  ten  shillings  extra 
costs,  in  addition  to  costs  of  court  in  each  case. 
Mr.  Sloane  did  not  press  the  cases,  sasring  that 
they  were  the  first  occurring  on  Lough  Currane  for 
a  long  time  past. 
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^offings       fl^c  l^ac. 

"  After  a  had  crop  you  should  instantly  begin  to 
sow." 


Our  "Summer  Number"  will  be  published  on 
July  22  at  the  usual  price — twopence.  Order  early. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  tlio  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C,  on  Monday  next, 
July  17,  at  8  p.m. 


The  annual  outing  of  the  workpeople  employed 
by  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co  ,  fishing  tackle  manu- 
facturers, Standard  Works,  Redditch,  took  place 
on  Saturday,  July  8.  Portsmouth  was  the  place 
visited,  more  than  500  of  the  employe's  being  con- 
veyed here  by  a  special  Midland  train.  The  route 
was  via  Cheltenham  and  Andover.  All  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
excursionists  were  made  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  and  Co.  by  Mr.  Frank  Mayneord.  A  most 
enjoyable  time  was  spent  by  various  parties  visiting 
the  dockyards,  H.M.S.  Victory,  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
Victoria  Park,  etc.  Miss  Allcock  and  other  members 
of  the  family  accompanied  the  trip.  The  party 
left  Portsmouth  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  arrived  at 
Redditch •  about  two  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning. 
They  all  thoroughly  en  joyed  the  outing  and  appeared 
none  the  worse  for  their  twenty-two  hours' 
excursion. 


Mr.  Henrv  Scott  has  succeeded  Mr.  J.  Dryden, 
who  was  for  many  years  secretary  of  the  Greenwich 
Angling  Society,  he  having  resigned  that  po.sition.  In 
future  all  communications  should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  Henry  Scott,  either  at  the  club  house  or  at  62, 
Old  Woolwich- road.  East  Greenwich. 


The  "Record"  Dace. 
Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  Mr.  R.  G. 
Robinson,  of  the  King's  Head,  Market-place,  St. 
Albans,  sent  the  following: — "Dear  Dragnet, — I 
caught  a  dace  yesterday  (July  (i)  which,  when 
weighed  by  Mr.  Wickham.  of  Hertford,  four 
and  a  half  hours  after  capture,  was  exactly 
1  lb.  6oz."  Mr.  Robinson  is  a  member  of  the 
Watford  Piscators,  and  many  a  time  and  oft 
for  now  nearly  twenty  years  have  I  enjoyed  his 
company  on  fishing  bent.  The  two  largest  dace 
in  the  "Dragnet"  collection  weighed  lib.  2^oz. 
and  lib.  IJoz.  sixteen  hours  after  capture.  I  am 
longing  to  see  this  handsome  fish  when  Mr.  Cooper 
has  done  with  it.  He  tells  me  that  it  is  a  true  dace 
and  the  largest  he  has  ever  seen.  This  splendid 
fellow  (or  was  it  a  lady  ?)  was  taken  in  the  Beane, 
a  tributary  of  the  Lea. 


Mb.  E.  Collinson,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  St.  Ives  and 
District  Fish  Preservation  and  Angling  Society, 
writes: — "Dear  Drag, — Please  find  herewith  your 
membership  ticket.  River  good  colour ;  heat  in- 
tense ;  weeds  abominable ;  but  yet,  despite  these 
drawbacks,  fish  are  plentiful,  and  in  another  fort- 
night everything  should  be  in  perfect  trim  for 
angling.  Swims  will  by  then  have  been  cleaned 
and  baited." 


As  previously  announced  the  Silver  Trout  Angling 
Society  is  organising  another  International  Tourna- 
ment. The  date  is  fixed  for  Monday,  September  4, 
and  the  venue  is  Henley-on-Thames.  The  number 
of  French,  provincial,  and  London  competitors  is 
limited  to  500.  Tickets  (10s.  6d.)  include  railway 
fare  from  Paddington  and  a  banquet.  Further 
particulars  will  be  duly  announced  {see  page  55). 


Mb.  A.  M.  Brown,  of  the  Oxford  and  Bostonian 
Angling  Societies,  fishing  the  Thames  at  Eynsham, 
on  July  8,  captvired  a  perch  weighing  21b.  It  is 
being  set  up  by  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co. 


Whilst  fishing  last  week  in  the  Hammersmith 
Reservoir,  Master  Willie  Brookes,  aged  seven, 
hooked  and  landed  a  perch  of  close  on  21b.  It  is 
being  set  up  by  Mr.  J.  Gillett,  of  Fetter-lane. 
When  finished  it  will  be  on  view  at  the  chibroom  of 
the  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  at  Host  Brookes, 
Falcon  Tavern,  Gough-square,  E.C. 


The  Mick  has  many  a  time  and  oft  expatiated  on 
the  various  ways  and  methods  of  catching  fish,  but 
the  other  evening,  during  a  discussion  on  "  Rabbits," 
he  arrived  at  a  brilliant  climax  with,  "  Sure,  now  ! 
Catching  rabbits,  is  it  ?  Be  me  sowl,  if  you  want 
to  catch  wan,  all  you've  got  to  do  is  to  run  behind 
him  tUl  you  get  close  to  him,  and  then  jist  sit  down 
and  make  a  noise  like  a  turnip." 


It  is  rumoured  that  the  pike  which  bit  the  boy's 
(h)eel  has  been  captured  and  returned  to  its  rightful 
owners.  Its  acrobatic  performances  are  being 
admired  nightly  at  a  certain  well-known  London 
place  of  entertainment. 

«  *  •  «  ■  « 

In  the  Editor's  "  Occasional  Notes "  another 
instance  is  given  of  the  acrobatic  performances  of  a 
salmon.  This  lady,  an  eight- pounder,  "  jumped 
over  the  seat,  struck  my  leg,  and  fell  into  the 
bottom  of  the  boat."  So  we  go  on  ;  pike  leap  out, 
and  salmon  leap  in. 

***** 

But  the  feat  of  the  above  fish  pales  into  insignifi- 
cance when  compared  with  the  capture  of  a  57|lb. 
Norwegian  salmon  {see  p.  55)  by  a  sturdy  sports- 
man, who,  in  scouting  his  prize,  lost  his  balance, 
and  ultimately  found  himself  safe  in  his  good  wife's 
lap. 

***** 

So  rau(^h  for  fish  that  "leap"  or  "rise  short," 
not  forgetting  those  which  do  not  "  rise "  at  all. 
This  "  novel "  experience  is  from  the  Watford 
Observer  :  —  "  Fishing  in  Bradshaw's  Dock,  near 
Apsley  End,  on  July  7,  Mr.  A.  Allen,  upon  pulling 
his  line  out  of  the  water,  was  surprised  to  find  a 
live  rat  hanging  head  downwards  from  his  fish- 
hook. Upon  examination  it  was  found  that  he  had 
hooked  the  rat  by  its  tail.  Mr.  F.  King,  who  was 
fishing  close  by,  .soon  had  a  dog  on  the  spot,  and 
the  rodent  was  quickly  killed."  [Moral:  When 
narrating  the  tale  of  a  rat,  always  have  a  dog  on 
the  spot.] 

***** 

After  pike  and  salmon  why  not  a  little  bit  about 
the  barbel  ?  Mr.  S.  Lacey  writes  from  Abingdon-on- 
Thames  : — "  On  Sunday  last,  whilst  packing  the 
tackle  after  a  day's  fishing  near  Abingdon,  with  Mr. 
F.  O.  Townsend  (who  was  punting  home),  I  was 
astonished  to  see  him  add  to  our  bag  by  bringing 
into  the  punt  a  barbel  of  5 Jib.  (weighed  by  Mr. 
Chambers,  of  Wittenham).  Mr.  Townsend  was  punt- 
ing in  about  4ft.  of  water,  and  accidentally  struck  the 
fish  between  the  eyes,  piercing  his  skull  and  thus 
fixing  it." 


All  the  foregoing  are  true  fish  stories,  but  the 
following  egg  story  is  vouched  for  by  a  mighty 
Hunter  from  the  Clousta  Hotel,  Shetland,  and  he 
assures  me  it  is  not  eggsaggerated — "  On  July  7  I 
had  a  hen  sitting  on  eleven  eggs  due  to  hatch  on 
that  date.  On  examining  them  I  found  the  chicks 
out,  except  from  one  egg,  which,  however,  was 
chipped.  In  the  afternoon,  seeing  another  chip,  I 
decided  to  assist  the  chick  by  chipping  round  the 
shell ;  in  doing  so  it  wriggled  out,  and,  to  my 
surprise,  another  chick  was  in  the  shell,  also  alive. 
They  each  occupied  exactly  half  of  the  egg.  I 
examined  them  carefully  and  found  them  perfect 
in  every  respect."  They  are  now  dead.  What 
breathing  space  could  two  chipping  chicks  expect 
to  find  in  one  egg-shell  ? 


Mr.  A.  H.  Hawkins,  writing  from  the  Crystal 
Palace,  says; — "The  carp  are  now  on  the  feed 
here,  several  having  been  caught  during  the  week, 
.the  largest,  61b.,  being  taken  by  Mr.  Elliott,  of  the 
Penge  Anglers,  who  also  secured  another  of  4|lb." 


The  usual  serenity  of  the  New  York  Aquarium 
was  rudely  shaken  on  a  recent  date  by  the  advent 
of  an  excited  host  of  city  officials  and  general 
public,  who  wanted  to  know  whether  the  fish  or  the 
curators  were  in  distress.  The  flag  had  just  been 
hoisted  ensign  down  by  a  green  hand. 


A  roND,  lake  or  stream  well  stocked  with  gold- 
fish, says  the  New  York  Fishing  Gazette,  will  never 
breed  mosquitoes,  for  the  fish  subsist  on  the  eggs 
and  larvse  of  these  insects.  As  mosquitoes  are  the 
only  known  source  of  malaria,  the  stocking  of 
bodies  of  water  with,  larvae-eating  fish  is  of  utmost 
importance. 


A  CUTTING  from  the  West  Sussex  Gazette  of 
July  6  describes  the  Arun  as  a  rubbish  pit.  The 
letter  is  signed  "  Three  Men  in  a  Boat."  It  is  as 
follows :  "  To  the  Editor.  Dear  Sir, — May  we 
appeal,  through  your  columns,  to  the  occupiers  of 
land  on  the  banks  of  the  Arun,  to  abstain  from 
throwing  all  their  hedge  and  bank  trimmings  into 
the  river,  and  also  to  prevent  tlie  weeds  and  reeds, 
cut  during  the  ditch-cleaning  season,  from  floating 
into  the  river.  Surely  it  would  not  entail  a  great 
amount  of  extra  labour  if  these  weeds  were  col- 
lected and  burnt,  as  they  dry  in  a  very  few  days. 
As  a  result  of  the  means  now  usually  employed  for 
getting  rid  of  all  this  refuse,  people  who  boat  run 
into  regular  floating  islands  of  rotting  weeds,  which 
get  entangled  round  o&ra  and  rudder  and  cause 


considerable  trouble.  These  float  up  and  down  the 
river  on  every  tide,  and  we  can  positively  say  from 
personal  observation  that  very  few  of  them  ever 
find  their  way  out  to  tea.  Consequently,'' after  the 
spring  tides,  they  get  stranded  on  the  banks  to  rot 
and  smell. 

•  •  *  *    .  * 

"  On  Tuesday  of  last  week,  we  chanced  to  be 
crossing  Arundel  Bridge,  soon  after  high  water,  and 
as  far  as  we  could  see,  up  and  down  the  river,  it 
was  green  with  fresh  cut  weeds  and  bushes,  inter- 
mingled with  tree  branches.  We  have  no  interest 
in  any  motor  or  steam  launch  on  the  river,  but  no 
one  can  deny  that  the  weeds  are  continually  clog- 
ging the  propellers,  and  not  infrequently  damaging 
them. 

*  *  *  4<  i«i  « 

"  Unfortunately,  the  rubbish  cast  on  the  Arun 
waters  is  not  confined  to  the  afore-mentioned 
weeds,  etc.,  since  it  is  no  uncommon  sight  to  meet 
dead  dogs  and  cats  and  sheep,  and  even  fever 
mattresses  gaily  disporting  themselves  up  and 
down  stream  for  weeks  on  end,  with  apparently  no 
chance  of  ever  escaping  to  sea." 


The  Trout  Fisher. 

At  mom  I  left  the  murky  town : 

At  even  by  the  river's  side 
1  watch  the  gauzy-winged  ones  down 

The  tide  like  fairy  boatlings  glide. 

The  light  of  day  begins  to  fade, 

And  scented  breathes  each  meadow-flower. 
Still  flows  the  water  by,  and  staid 

As  if  it  felt  the  darkening  hour. 

What  bliss  here  restfully  to  lie 

As  comes  the  gloaming  more  and  more, 

With,  now  and  t)ien,  a  little  sigh 
To  shake  the  rushes  by  the  shore ! 

Night  lifts  the  great  moon  o'er  the  hill 
And  sprinkles  silver  o'er  the  mead. 

What  would  the  angler  more  until 
The  finny  flock  move  up  to  feed  ? 

My  idle  rod  stands  near.    The  fly 
Floats  riverwards  with  every  air. 

As  if  it  fain  would  have  me  try 
Its  charms  upon  the  speckled  fair. 

But  they  whose  ways  are  mystery 

E'en  Nature's  witchery  decline. 
Who  let  unharmed  the  real  by 

Will  surely  never  rise  to  mine. 

Was  that  the  owl  on  soundless  wing  ? 

Late  goes  the  hour  when  he  comes  out,' 
And  never  yet  a  silver  ring 

To  tell  me  of  a  rising  trout ! 

Take  down  the  rod :  take  off  the  reel : 
And  not  too  sadly  homeward  hie : 

Could  one  have  aye  a  laden  creel. 
Would  e'er  he  cast  another  fly  ? 

Small  joy  to  know  success  secure: 

Small  pleasure  to  command  the  wish. 
Sport  is  our  Lady,  doubt  her  lure : 
And  therefore  fare  we  forth  to  fish. 

— Ernest  Western, 
in  "  Creeds,  Crosses,  and  Credenda." 


A  very  prominent  English  physician  says  that 
the  craving  for  intoxicants  is  resultant  on  a  con- 
tinued dietary  of  cheap  butcher's  meat.  Fish 
should  be  served  at  every  table  at  least  three  times 
a  week.  The  abomination  of  fried  meat  as  a  staple 
dietary  with  the  poorer  classes  is  well  known. 
Culinary  education  should  include  the  proper 
methods  of  rendering  all  sea  food  palatable  for 
consumption. 


Mr.  Thos.  W.  Redfobd  sends  us  the  list  of 
forty  prizes  won  in  the  Northern  Anglers'  grand 
fishing  match  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  at 
Calveley  and  Tattenhall-road  on  July  I.  The  total 
entry  was  573  ;  fishing  lasted  two  hours — 5.30  p.m. 
to  7.30  p.m.  ;  total  weight  of  fish  caught,  I43jlb. 
The  first  four  winners  were  Messrs.  Frank  Singleton, 
21b.  13oz.,  £5  prize  and  gold  medal;  Fred  Smith, 
21b.  lOJoz.,  £3  prize  and  gold-centre  medal ;  J. 
Griffiths,  21b.  4oz.,  £2  prize  and  silver  medal ;  and 
W.  Winstanley,  1  lb.  15oz.,  £1  prize. 


Mr.  George  Merry  sends  me  the  following  invi- 
tation : — "  You  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend 
at  the  Bald  Faced  Stag,  Worship-square.  Finsbury, 
on  Monday  next,  July  17,  at  nine  o'clock,  when  the 
testimonisd  subscribed  to  by  the  anglers  of  London 
will  be  presented  to  Mr.  Charles  Watling  in  recog- 
nition of  his  long  and  invaluable. services."  I  shall 
try  and  be  present,  as,  in  my  opinion,  if  ever  a 
London  angler  was  worthy  of  a  testimonial  it  is 
"Charley  "  Watling.  Dhaqnet. 
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^otes  from  i^e  iflorli^. 

'  The  floods  did  not  last  long  enough  for  much 
good,  and  again  the  rivers  and  streams  are  down  to 
dead  summer  level. 


Last  week  was  the  best  salmon  week  since  the 
season  opened,  but  it  was  all  to  the  netter ;  400 
salmon,  3700  grilse,  and  1000  trout  passed  through 
the  various  factors'  hands  in  the  Aberdeen  Mart. 
Pity  they  did  not  pass  up  the  rivers. 

A  magniBcent  cock  salmon  of  601b.  was  got  in 
the  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  Don.  This  is  the  prize 
of  the  season,  and  the  record  weight  for  these 
parts. 


The  Don  proprietors,  under  the  lead  of  the  Earl 
of  Kintore,  have  petitioned  the  Court  of  Session 
against  the  Messrs.  Pirie,  of  paper  fame,  for  breach 
of  interdict. 


They  allege  'that  the  Piries  are  abstracting  more 
than  7000  cubic  feet  per  minute  from  the  dam  dyke 
at  Stoneywood  against  the  injunction  of  the  Court, 
and  that  it  is  impossible  for  fish  to  ascend  or  descend 
under  present  conditions.  Answers  have  to  be 
lodged  this  week. 


An  angler  on  the  Ballater  Dae  water  had  two  fine 
grilse  about  51b.  each  on  Tuesday  last.  A  few  are 
being  got  about  Banchory,  Cairnton,  and  Wood- 
end,  but  nothing  elsewhere. 

Eel  skin  is  one  of  the  best  bandages  for  an  old 
sprain  one  can  apply.  It  is  full  of  oil.  It  should 
be  put  on  green,  and  a  soft  bandage  tied  over  it  to 
protect  the  clothes. 


There  has  been  a  large  number  of  fine  trout 
caught  during  the  past  five  or  six  weeks  at  the 
mouths  of  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Ythan.  The  rivers 
are  so  low  that  they  will  not  leave  the  tidala,  and 
so  they  fall  a  prey  to  the  netsman. 

Mr.  Coutts,  Aberdeen,  has  been  appointed 
inspector  or  chief  water  bailiff  by  the  North  Esk 
(Forfar)  Fishery.  Mr.  Coutts  had  some  ten  years' 
experience  on  the  Dee  when  he  was  chosen  to  take 
charge  of  Mr.  Carnegie's  hatchery  at  Skibbo,  and 
only  left  there  a  few  mouths  ago  when  the  hatchery 
was  closed  down.  He  is  an  excellent  all-rouod 
common-sense  man,  and  we  wish  we  had  a  dozen 
like  him. 


H.R.H.  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught  arrived  in 
Aberdeen  on  Monday  at  7.20  a.m.,  and  after 
breakfasting  in  the  Palace  Hotel  left  by  motor-car 
for  Balmoral.  He  will  stay  a  fortnight  at  Craig- 
Gowan,  which  has  been  recently  enlarged  and  fitted 
up  as  a  shooting-box,  and  devote  his  attention  to 
the  Dee  salmon  fishings. 


There  are  plenty  of  salmon  in  the  pools,  but 
without  a  flood  or  two  to  move  them  there  is  small 
chance  of  the  Prince  havinn;  much  sport.  If  he 
could  use  a  worm  he  might  get  them. 

Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

8537.  John  Dixon  Patchett,  60,  Queen  Victoria 
street,  London.  "  Suspender  for  fishing  tackle  also 
capable  of  being  utilised  for  the  purposes  connected 
with  fishing." 

5051.  Fishing  rods,  golf  clubs,  etc.  Patentee : 
H.  Bowie,  8,  Bath-place.  Ayr.  Fishing  rods,  golf 
club  shafts,  spear  handles,  and  the  like  are  strength- 
ened by  having  piano  or  other  wires  laid  longitudi- 
nally in  grooves  equidistant  around  the  circumfer- 
ence, and  bound  round  with  silk  or  other  material. 
If  the  rod  is  not  made  in  parts  jointed  together, 
the  wires  may  extend  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
length.  In  the  case  of  a  jointed  fishing  rod,  the 
wires  in  the  top  may  be  thinner  than  those  in  the 
butt,  and  there  may  be  more  in  the  butt  than  in 
the  top.  To  prevent  the  wires  from  cutting  into 
the  rod,  a  metal  disc  is  placed  on  the  upper  end  of 
the  joint  and  the  ends  of  the  wires  brought  over  it 
and  joined.  The  ferrule  is  cemented  in  position, 
thus  firmly  securing  the  ends  of  the  wires.  The 
lower  enri  of  the  ferrule  of  the  joint  is  provided  with 
a  dowel  pin,  which,  when  the  joints  are  fitted 
together,  enters  a  recess  in  a  part  preferably  made 
of  a  piece  of  the  sarne  material  from  which  the  rod 
is  made.  The  joints  of  ordinary  fishing  rods  may 
be  strengthened  in  the  same  maimer. 


ANSWERS  TO  OORRESPONDENTS, 

H.  A.  Robinson. — Salmon  and  trout  are  to  be 
had  at  Seaton  (Devon).  By  crossing  the  ferry  the 
pier  at  Axmouth  may  be  reached,  whence  bass  may 
be  angled  for  with  soft  crab  or  squid  bait,  or  with 
fly.    Pollack  and  pout  may  also  be  taken. 

F.  L.  B. — Yes,  salmon  will  live  and  grow  to  some 
pounds  weight  if  fed  in  ponds  so  protected  that  the 
fish  cannot  get  out  or  throw  itself  out  on  to  the 
bank.  But  they  are  evidently  unhappy,  and 
eventually  waste  away  and  die. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebttor^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  owr  Correspondents.^ 


A  NORWAY  SALMON  OF  57iLB. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — You  will,  I  know,  be  glad 
to  learn  that  I  have  got  a  salmon  of  57ilb.,  the 
largest  I  have  ever  landed,  or,  so  far  as  I  know,  had 
hold  of. 

Some  of  the  weather  we  have  had,  varying 
from  bright  sunshine  to  cold  rain,  and  back 
again,  must  have  suited  every  taste  and  every 
river.  In  one  respect  only  has  it  bJien  unvarying, 
that  it  has  kept  the  river  in  continuous  flood.  As 
anticipated  in  my  last,  sport  has  been  good, 
especially  in  my  Evanger  water,  where  the  tenant 
last  week  got  4741b.,  and  was  doing  equally  well  this, 
when  I  last  heard,  though  the  water  fishes  better 
when  three  feet  or  so  lower. 

My  big  fish  was  killed  in  the  latest  of  the  fine 
periods.  Three  days  of  hot  sun,  with  thermometer 
at  86  in  the  shade  at  1 1.30  a.m.,  had  kept  us  indoors 
during  the  day,  and  we  only  fished  after  sunset. 
Having  taken  boat  one  evening  at  8. 15  my  wife  and 
I  had  fished  leisurely  down,  getting  fish  of  13Jlb., 
161b.,  and  171b.,  and  at  11.20  reached  the  lowest 
pool  we  fish  in  heavy  water.  Almost  immediately 
I  was  fast  in  a  fish,  which  promptly  showed  that  it 
meant  business  by  tearing  over  to  the  opposite 
shore,  dropping  fast  to,  and  down,  a  long  rapid. 
This  first  rapid  and  the  pool  below  negotiated,  the 
fish  put  all  of  us  for  about  a  minute  into  as  tight  a 
corner  as  I  remember.  At  the  tail  of  this  pool  the  river 
narrows  at  a  gorge,  causing  an  eddy  above  of  some 
sixty  yards.  J ust  as  the  boat  reached  the  gorge  the 
fish  seemed  to  have  bethought  himself  of  this  refuge, 
and  rushed  up  past  the  boat  and  up  the  eddy.  To  get 
the  line  clear  of  the  oar,  my  rod  had  to  be  lowered, 
shearing  of?  my  wife's  hat,  and  scraping  along  her 
rod,  promptly  lowered  over  her  back.  The  man 
was  just  able  to  save  the  boat  from  being  swept 
down  the  rapid  by  clutching  some  alders  the  flood 
enabled  him  to  reach.  In  doing  this  the  boat  heeled 
over,  just  as  I,  with  the  rod  now  back  over  my  head, 
was  changing  to  my  knees  to  face  upstream.  I  lost 
my  balance,  happily  to  fall  no  farther  than  on  to 
my  elbows  into  my  wife's  lap.  In  a  few  seconds 
the  fish  reached  the  upper  end  of  the  eddy,  and 
was  easily  pulled  into  the  stream  to  be  again  below 
and  in  front  of  us.  Two  more  rapids,  and  one  pool 
with  a  four  knot  stream,  took  us  speedily  to  the 
fjord,  where  we  followed  the  fish  till  the  stream 
ceased,  and  the  eddy  brought  us  easily  to  the  beach. 
The  distance  travelled  was  about  a  mile,  the  time 
occupied  about  twenty-five  minutes,  in  nearly  all 
of  which  the  fish  had  been  running  from  shore  to 
shore,  or  stemming  strong  streams,  or  being  under 
the  point  of  the  rod,  or  the  two  last  at  same  time, 
so  he  was  utterly  exhausted.  It  was  fresh  run,  and 
for  an  old  male  dsh  was  in  good  condition,  its  depth 
carried  well  aft  to  its  vent  fin.  It  measured 
51|in.,  and  was  thus  3J  per  cent,  under  the  Fishing 
Gazette  scale — its  long  thin  snout  accounting  for 
this  shortcoming.  It  is  being  set  up  at  the  Bergen 
Museum  and  has  been  photographed,  a  copy  of 
which  I  hope  to  send  you  next  weeli. 

I  think  it  desirable  to  write  again  the  name  of  this 
river.  It  is  Vosselv,  that  is,  river  of  Voss,  the 
fogderi  or  county  through  which  it  chiefly  runs. 
The  section  I  am  now  fishing  is  the  lower,  Bolstad 
by  name.  The  Evanger  section,  of  which  I  own  or 
hold  on  long  lease  all  the  productive  water,  is  the 
next  above.  I  let  it,  having  nothing  near 
enough  energy  now  to  occupy  both. 

I  remain  here  till  August  3,  from  which  time  I 
give  this  Bolstad  water,  as  usual,  to  my  two  staunch 
henchmen,  who  will  doubtless  be  glad  to  see  visitors, 
unless  meanwhile  some  virtuous  angler  gives  them 
or  me  £20  for  the  rod  fishing  to  September  14. — 
Yours  sincerely,  Edward  Sturdy. 

Bolstadoren,  J uly  7. 

"  GISHURSTINE." 

Dear  Sir, — If  you  will  allow  mo  I  should  like  to 
add  my  own  experience  to  that  of  others.  Of  the 
many  valuable  hints  and  tips  culled  from  your  paper 
io  the  course  of  a  good  many  years,  "Giahurstme  " 


has  been  to  me  the  most  useful.  A  Lincoln 
"  Lindum  "  pike  line  well  rubbed  with  "  Giahurstine" 
will  float  on  the  top  of  the  water  all  day,  when  live 
bait  fishing  for  pike,  making  the  use  of  the  small 
pilot  floats  quite  unnecessai  y.  For  dry-fly  fishing 
and  swimming  for  grayling  I  have  found  it  superior 
to  deer's  fat,  and  it  certainly  has  not  rotted  my  lines. 

Can  any  of  your  numerous  subscribers  recommend 
me  a  really  good  hotel  in  Galway  ?  My  experience 
of  Irish  hotels  has  so  far  not  been  very  happy. — 
Yours  truly,  M.  J. 


PROSPECTS  OF  NORWEGIAN  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — The  letter  by  your  correspondent 
"J.  Le  V."  in  your  issue  of  July  8  touching  upon 
the  position  of  British  anglers  in  Norway  in  the 
(very  improbable)  event  of  war  breaking  out 
between  Norway  and  Sweden  is  to,  the  point,  and 
raises  a  question  which  has  recently  been  discussed 
by  several  intending  Norway-going  anglers. 

I  think  it  right  to  at  once  dispel  any  fears  on 
this  point — firstly,  by  intimating  that  I  have 
voluntarily  inserted  a  clause  in  all  the  agreements 
made  since  the  possibility  of  war  breaking  out 
between  these  two  nations  agreeing  on  behalf  of 
the  lessor  to — 

1.  Refund  the  whole  rent  (if  already  paid)  in 
the  event  of  war  breaking  out  before  the  tenant 
starts ;  or 

2.  Refund  the  proportionate  rent  in  the  event 
of  the  tenant  having  to  vacate  his  angling  owing 
to  war  breaking  out  during  the  period  of  his 
tenancy. 

All  further  tenants  will  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner  as  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

That  war  will  not  break  out  I  have,  on  excellent 
authority,  personal  assurances  from  several  pro- 
minent Norwegians,  who  point  out  that  not  only 
has  King  Oscar  personally  stated  that  he  will  not 
resort  to  war,  but  the  Rigstag  (Swedish  ParUament) 
has  also  intimated  that  war  is  the  last  thing  they 
should  ever  think  of. 

In  these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  there  need 
be  any  hesitation  in  aU  intending  Norway-going 
anglers  completing  their  arrangements  for  taking 
their  fishings,  and  I  may  add  that  in  consequence 
of  the  enormous  floods  which  have  prevailed  on  the 
rivers,  sport  in  August  should  be  exceptionally  good. 

Reports  received  this  week  indicate  that  fishing 
during  the  last  fortnight  has  been  excellent  all  over, 
and  point  to  a  very  heavy  run  of  fish,  one  feature 
being  that  although  the  fish  are  not  large — that  is, 
so  heavy  as  usual — they  are  at  all  events  much  more 
numerous. — Yours  truly,  James  Dowell. 

Lumley  House,  July  12. 

WHICHFORD  MILL  FISHERY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  Mr.  AnseU's  letter  of 
July  8  I  beg  to  state  he  and  his  friends  came  down 
on  June  2  with  the  full  understanding  that  worm 
fishing  was  allowed,  as  all  the  water  was  not 
suitable  for  fly  fishing  ;  they  asked  a  few  questions, 
stating,  if  they  were  answered  that  would  "  suffice," 
also  saying  if  they  caught  a  brace  or  two  each  of 
trout  each  day  they  should  be  perfectly  satisfied, 
as  they  were  "capable  anglers."  I  heard  they 
banked  three  and  a  half  brace  of  small  ones  in  less 
than  two  hours ;  probably  if  they  had  finished  the 
day  they  might  have  had  as  many  good  ones,  and 
been  satisfied.  Our  charges  are  not  very  big,  there- 
fore how  can  anyone  reasonably  expect  a  big  river 
and  big  fish  ?  Our  record  trout  for  this  season  was 
taken  last  week,  scaling  nearly  4lb.  According  to 
reports  in  Fishing  Gazette  all  waters  were  very  low 
the  beginning  of  June,  and  if  ours  was  only  a  "  few 
inches  in  some  places,"  probably  a  few  inches 
further  up  or  down  was  a  deep  hole,  as  that  is  how 
it  runs.  Mr.  Ansell  did  not  see  the  lower  end,  as  it 
is  below  the  next  mill.  There  are  two  mill-dams 
and  the  water  belonging  thereto.  The  middle  part 
is  not  lined,  there  are  a  few  bushes  left  purposely 
for  shelter.  Your  correspondent  says  "  three-pound 
trout  do  not  make  a  fishery."  I  wonder  what  does  ! 
Shipston-on-Stour  is  our  "  post  town,"  so,  of  course, 
give  that  as  address,  but  naturally  it  would  be 
presumed  anyone  would  refer  to  map  before  going 
into  a  county  they  know  not,  to  see  size  of  river 
and  locality. — -Yours  truly,  K.  E.  Cook. 

Whichford  Mill,  Shipston-on-Stour, 
Warwickshire,  July  10. 


INTERNATIONAL  ANGLING  COMPETITION. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  pleasure  in  informing  you 
that  the  above  competition  wUl  take  place  on 
the  first  Monday  in  September  at  Honley-on- 
Tliames  from  the  towpath  extending  from  Henley 
Bridge  to  Temple  Island,  and  by  kind  permission 
of  the  Hon.  W.  D.  F.  Smith,  M.f.,  on  his  land  as 
far  as  may  be  found  necessary. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  French,  provincial, 
and  Loudon  anglers  who  are  anxious  to  part  icipat 
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L.LANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 

Seven  milea  excellent  Trout  Pishing 
reserved   and   free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.    Adjoins  Pump  Boom.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address :  "  Maefadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 

FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  th.e 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country  ; 
Scenery ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf ; 
Billiards. 
0.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

KH4L0CH-RANN0CH. 

H'l  ,"4:!^"  ^.laaa  l^/'in  *',t;f    .»,irl    Anrfl£i,»a*  tT.^  t /".l 
J?lItauV^laaW  J_OUlls>u  tlLlU  AU^icIo  JULOLcl. 

Close  to  Looh  Raunoch  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  River  Tummel.   Free  Fishing  and 
Boats  on  Loch  and  River,  of  which  the 
largest  stretch  in  the  district  is  in  con- 
nection with   this  Hotel.  Moderate 
Terms.    Posting  at  Struan  and  Kinloch- 
Rannoch. 

Telegrams :  "  Dunalastair  Hotel." 

WESTMORELAND. 

Read  rriiiia. 

2  OR  3  RODS  WANTED 

To  complete  small  fishing  club.  Lake 
excellently  stocked  with  Rainbows  and 
Brown  Trout,  averaging  2  lbs.  each. 
Good  river  fishing ;  Trout  and  Salmon. 
August,  September,  and  October,  best 
months.— Apply  C.   W.  Wilson,  Rig- 
maden  Park,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIB8 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  28. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

A  nj3iOJ3i    rLtlCid    flAVn    UAinCtU  a  WUnL.!/* 

WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap, 
ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jobn  HVlilte  &  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT   CBOES,  ANOLESET. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  .Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coroti  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  Zd.  train  fare.   Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.    Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor,T..r.  COTTRELL. 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  Wliite  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 

The  Gweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Anurc.   Comfortable  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  banks  of  the  Gweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Lough  Anure,  and  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
5iJe.  weekly.     Fishing  'iris,  weekly,  40«.  fort- 
nightly, (SOs.  monthly.    Grilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.    «,000  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  lath  August.    Apply — 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  Donegal. 
TeUiiftnm:  "  Hotf.i.  C'ROLt  v,  (;v\eh>')ki:." 

ANTI-MIDGE  BOUQUET 

For  Gnats  &  Mosquito  Bites. 

PREVENTS  AS  WELL  AS  CURES. 

Mr.  MARSTON,  Editor  Fi^hiruj  Gazette,  says  : 
"The  pleasantest  preparation  I  have  met  with 
for  scaring  olf  gnata  and  midges.    I  aever  feel 
comfortahle  unless  I  have  a  bottle  in  my  creel 
to  rub  on  hands  and  neck  occasioDally." 

Jieivare  of  puffed-up  worthleKn  iiiMationsi. 
ONLY  TO  BE  HAD  FROM 

MACKAY,  Bridge  St.,  Aberdeen. 

Bottles  1/2  and  2/9,  including  postage. 

RfiQiP^i   flpnllv   Ri.  T-niicViamipp 

ILl/OOCOy    XJLKJllj  y    CJw    Jul/Ug  XlcillUl  C 

Fishery. 
H  iL      IL.  O      '  S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

The  "Dapping  "  Season  has  now 
commenced. 

THE  FINEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Drifts  of  two  and  tliiee  miles  over  splendid 
.sliallows.    Nearly  7l),O0U  acres  of  deep-water 
fishing  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Louglis  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.     Under  New 
Management ;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
Baths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Tariff. 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery  ;  bracing 
air  ;  only  4i  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamjihlet  free  on  application  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

GOOD  FISHING* 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isfepe.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 

COMFORTABLE  COUNTRY  QUARTERS 

IN  CHARMING  DISTRICT, 

Free  Fishing  and  Shooting,  Boating, 
Bowling  and  Tennis.    Board  Residence. 

MISS  RUTHERFORD, 
Cartrefle,    Lochmaben,  N.B. 

GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  '  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.    Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hurley,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.    Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  B.  MURTAGH. 

ANGLERS'  INN, 

ENNERDALE  LAKE,  CUMBERLAND 

(Situate  on  the  Sliore  of  the  Lal<e), 

Scenery  Wild  and  Picturesque,  and  Air 
Dry  and  Bracing.     Exclusive  Fishing 
and  Boating  Rights  on  Lake.  Excellent 
Trout  Fishing  free  to  Visitors.  Good 
supply  of  safe  Boats.    Apply  for  Tarifi — 

ROBERT  FAULDER, 

Angflers*  Inn,  Ennerdale,  Cleator, 
CUMBERLAI^D. 

TO  BE  LET,  FURNISHED, 

For  August,  September,  and  October,  or 
shorter  period, 

VILLA  on  BANKS  of  SOLENT 

well-furnished,  containing  2  reception 
and  3  bedrooms,  bathroom,  &c.,  together 
with  use  of  punt  and  right  of  Coarse 
Fishing  over  private  lake  of  100  acres. 
Pike  and  Bottom  Fishing  exception- 
ally good.    Rent,  six  guineas  a  week. — 
Apply  to  C.  Beaon,  Esq.,  Sowley  House, 
Lymingtou,  Hants. 

CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  I'&ll: 

Most  up-to-date.     Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.   Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position     near    Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.    EN TRA NCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  CuUen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  \  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing.   Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loug-hanure,  Crolly  River,  and 

Best  and  Cheapest  Pishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated    in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.    Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.    Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.    New  light  railway,  2J  miles 

modation,  and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 

MUNICH. 

HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 

First- Class.  '    Clioicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SDMMER-PLAY. 

COMPACT,  PLEASANTLY-SITUATED 

TWO-ROOMED  COTTAGE, 

Furnished. 

Tennis  Court ;  good  Fishing  within  five 
minutes.   10/-  per  week,  or  special  terms 
per  year. — LeFevbe,  Harrold,  Sharn- 
brook,  Beds. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.   Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
flsliing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  inchides  boatmen's  luncheon.    No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  <fcc.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  56. 
Boat  and  Man,  5k.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address.  Manaqerbss. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  TEST, 
BOURNE  AND  ITCHEN, 

Near  Whitchurch,  Hants.    One  rod  for  month, 
and  one  for  a  week. — Price  and  particulars  to 
"A.F.T.,"   Dartrey    House,    Osborne  Road, 
Southsea. 

TO  BE  LET. 

ERREW  HOUSE, 

Lough  Conn,  Crossmolina,  Co.  Mayo. 

ALTNACEALGAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

rnO  be  let,  upon  such  terms  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  the  premises  known 
as  Errew  House,  on  the  shores  of  Lough 
Conn,  Crossmolina,  8  miles  from  Ballina. 
The  house  is  large  and  commodious,  with 
dining   room,  drawing  room,  morning 
room,  11  bedrooms,  2  bathrooms,  2  w.c.'s., 
hot  and  cold  water,  office,  2  kitchens, 
and  servants'  apartments.     With  the 
house  the  tenant  can  have  free  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.     Shooting  can  be 
rented  in  the  locality  on  moderate  terms. 
Grazing  land  up  to  80  acres  can  be  given 
with  the  house  if  required.    The  house 
is  situated  on  an  eminence  commanding 
a  splendid  view  of  lake  and  mountain,  in 
a  most  healthy  locality.    For  terms  of 
letting  and  full  particulars  apply  to — 
WM.  M.  BOLAND, 

Auctioneer,  Ballina. 

GOOD . . 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts. 

AN  EXPERIENCED  SINGLE  MAN 

to  take  charge  of  Hatching  House  and 
Rearing  of  Fry.    State  wages  required, 
age,  references,  &c. — Apply, 
WYRESDALE  FISHERY  CO.,  Ltd., 
Scorton,  Garstang,  Lanes. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in   Scotland.    Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  .3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. 
Particulars  on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 

FREE  . . 
FISHING 

SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea  'l'r()ut,and  Haluion 
Fishing  Vrev  from  this  Hotel.    Kyle  ol'  'J'ongue 
famous  for  .Sea  Trout.     Beat  months,  May, 
.fune,  .)uly.    Good  health  resort,  with  mountain 
and  sea  air.    Kail  to  Lairg,  thence  coach  to 
Tongue.— Apply  to  M.  Macinnks. 

LOUGH  ARROW,  BOYLE. 

Excellent  Free  Trout  Fishing.    For  ac- 
commodation on  Lake   Shore,  August 
and    September,    apply    to  Geoege 
AcHESON,  Arrov7  Lodge,  Boyle, 

Set  of  Sportsman's  Buttons  for  Hunting 

Frocks  117  ill  alll,  .  tigraveii  witli  Spurting  Subjects 
bv  -lohn  Sc-ott,  iu  Silver,  Bronze,  or  Metal  Gilt. 

Set  of  Angler's  Buttons  for  a  Fishing  Jacket, 

struck  in  llronze. 

The  Angler's  Snuflf-Box,  with  head  of  Walton 

in  Bas-relief. 

Sold  by  Thomas  CJosdkn.  at  18,  Btidford  Street.  Covent 
Gardan,  about  3825, 

ComiuuDicatioDB  to  ROBSON  &  CO.p 

23,  COVENTRY  SIREJKT,  PICCADILLY,  W. 
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in  the  competition,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
limit  the  number  of  competitors  to  500. 

The  price  of  the  tickets  will  be  lOs.  6d.,  to  include 
entrance  fee,  return  jailway  fare  from  Paddington, 
and  a  banquet. 

This  competition  is  being  organised  without  any 
gain  whatsoever,  the  whole  of  the  surplus  of  the 
funds  being  devoted  entirely  to  prizes,  in  addition 
to  the  many  already  promised  by  friends  and  mem- 
bers of  the  society. 

Application  for  tickets  must  be  accompanied  by 
a  remittance,  and  may  be  obtained  from  myself  at 
the  address  below,  or  from  Mr.  F.  Brink,  l.Russell- 
srtreet,  Covent  Garden,  VV.C. 

Further  particulars  as  regeirds  prizes,  conditions, 
etc.,  will  be  published  shortly. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Hase, 
Hon.  Sec.  Silver  Trout  A.S. 

The  Nag's  Head  Hotel, 

James-street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 


"THE  TOD  FLY"  ON  ST.  MARY'S  LOCH, 
SELKIRKSHIRE. 

Deab  Sib, — A  friend  writes  thus  on  July  3,  1905, 
to  me : — 

"  I  should  tell  you  this.  A  friend  of  mine  got  the 
largest  basket  of  trout  of  his  party  on  St.  Mary's 
Loch,  a  short  time  ago.  '  What  fly  ? '  I  asked, 
•Oh,  the  "Ewen  Tod"  fly!'  This  is  the  second 
instance  I  know  of  the  same  fly  having  similar 
results,  in  the  hands  of  two  different  men,  on  the 
same  loch. — Yours,  etc.,  "D.  F." 

I  purposely  avoid  giving  my  correspondent's 
name ;  but  anyone  who  sees  the  initials,  and  who 
knows  anything  of  that  beautiful  district — so  full 
of  historic  interest — will  at  once  identify  the 
gentleman  as  an  ex-president  of  an  Eden  angling 
club,  a  good  fisherman,  and  the,  most  enthusiastic 
of  all  living  enthusiasts — bar  none — respecting  the 
whole  Ettrick  and  Yarrow  district.  Indeed,  it  is 
an  open  secret  that  he  is  the  author  of  the  work, 
"  Riverside  Rambles  of  an  Eden  Angler."  As  for 
St.  Mary's  Loch  itself,  it  is  as  familiar  to  him  as  his 
own  face  is  in  the  looking-glass.  When  I  introduced 
the  fly,  it  was  as  a  good  river  fly,  but  I  find  it  is 
"  nae  sae  bad  "  even  as  a  loch  fiy,  where  small  loch 
flies  are  used,  especially. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


SHORT  RISING  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  your 
article  about  missing  bites  and  rises,  and  have  no 
doubt  but  that  sometimes  the  causes  you  mention 
may  account  for  missing  apparent  rises,  in  which 
case  it  would  be  interesting  to  try  the  effect  of 
whipping  a  very  small  Crystal  hook  on  to  the  cast- 
ing line  close  to  each  knot.  But,  however,  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  fish  actually  take  the  fly  and  hook  into 
their  mouths  and  instantly  reject  it.  It  is  simply 
wonderful  how  successfully  they  manage  to  do  this 
at  times  without  getting  firmly  hooked,  and  if  any 
light  can  be  thrown  upon  the  process  it  is  possible 
that  sorne  remedy  may  be  found  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  angling  fraternity.  I  suppose  that 
most  fiy  fishermen  who  have  fished  much  have  had 
some  such  experience  as  the  following: — I  was 
fishing  a  south  country  stream  one  day  and  lost  a 
great  number  of  fish  scratched  or  lightly  hooked, 
and  the  next  morning  the  same  thing  began  to 
occur,  so  I  counted  the  number  of  those  lost  and  it 
amounted  to  fifteen  (before  I  landed  a  single  fish  ; 
most  of  them  were  simply  pricked,  but  some  were 
on  for  many  seconds  or  even  minutes,  then  all  of  a 
sudden  I  began  ts  hook  them  properly,  and  killed 
quite  a  nice  basket  without,  so  far  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, losing  a  single  one.  I  am  convinced  that  the 
fault  lay  in'  the  fish  and  not  in  myself,  for  I  tried 
every  method  I  could  think  of,  striking  quickly, 
striking  late,  fishing  dry,  fishing  wet,  sinking  the 
fly,  working  the  fly  and  the  reverse,  but  all  in  vain, 
they  all  came  short  and  got  off.  How  can  one 
account  for  this  ?  I  have  several  times  had  a  very 
similar  experience  but  cannot  even  formulate  a 
theory  to  account  for  it,  much  less  discover  the 
cause.  The  acience  of  angling  appears  to  me  to  be 
yet  in  its  infancy,  even  though  much  progress  may 
have  been  made  in  the  art  and  practice.  There  are 
so  many  things  we  oannot  understand,  but  perliaps 
it  ia  well  that  it  is  so,  for  this  is  one  of  the  great 
charm.s  of  fishing,  and  renders  it  the  contemplative 
man's  recreation. — Yours  truly, 

An  Amateur. 


"MISSING  RISES." 

Deab  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  in  your 
remarks  last  week  re  above,  as,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
when  fishing  the  Yore  at  Aysgartli,  where  the  trout 
are  adepts  at  the  "runaway  knock"  business,  I 
had  an  experience  which  forced  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  fiah  were  rising  at  the  knots  on  my  cast 


and, ''not  at  my  flies.  The  rises  were  frequent  and 
the  plucks  most  decided.  I  first  reduced  the  size 
of  my  files,  and  finally  resorted  to  a  cast  of  Tod's 
double-hooked  Midges  ;  but  the  plucking  still  went 
on  without  me  being  able  to  hook  a  fish,  and  1 
could  not  see  how  they  could  escape  being  hooked 
if  they  took  hold  of  the  double  hooks  at  all,  as  due 
care  was  taken  to  keep  a  tight  line. — Yours  truly, 
Selby.  R.  W.  Scarth. 


HAIR  V.  GUT— DIRT  CHEAP  AT  A  GUINEA 
A  POUND ! 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  "  Woodcock,"  he  will 
find  hair  longer  in  the  lengths  than  good  gut.  One 
length  being  enough  between  the  flies  on  a  cast, 
hence  fewer  knots.  It  falls  lighter  on  the  water, 
being  hollow.  Has  greater  elasticity  than  gut.  Is 
less  visible  from  the  fishes'  point  of  view — that  is, 
as  seen  with  the  average  sky  as  a  background. 
Does  not  glisten  like  gut.  Is  easier  to  cast  against 
the  wind,  and  is  not  nearly  so  easy  to  tangle  as  gut. 
Its  faults  are  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  of  the 
best  quality,  and  none  other  is  worth  fishing.  A 
strained  cast  (in  a  big  fish  or  after  being  hung  up 
in  bank  or  bush)  is  not  to  be  relied  on.  It  ought 
to  be  made  up  by  a  man  who  fishes  hair  himself, 
and  can  tell  from  feel,  without  testing  and  thereby 
straining  it.  The  average  tackle-makers  do  not 
understand  it,  or,  if  they  do,  do  not  bother  with  it. 
Many  are  the  breakages  in  a  season,  but  far  more 
fish  are  hooked.  I  have  landed  a  4-|lb.  kelt  on  a 
hair  cast,  and  lost  many  a  good  fish,  but  always 
fish  it  where  fish  do  not  run,  over  lib.,  unless  the 
water  is  weedy,  or,  perforce,  such  as  requires  brute 
force  from  submerged  roots  washed  bare  by  the 
stream,  the  best  of  strongholds  for  the  best  fish. 
Avoid  flat  hair — it  shines  and  is  notj  good  ;  also 
avoid  white  lengths — they  are  not  so  good  as  the 
duller  ones.  Mever  stain  it,  or  gut  either  for  that 
matter.  Fish  are  looking  up  when  after  fly  food, 
and  to  see  the  reason  for  this  lay  a  length  of  dyed 
and  undyed  together  on  the  margin  of  the  daily 
paper,  and  see  which  is  the  most  easily  detected. 

A  well  fished  gut  cast  with  the  dye  and  gloss  gone 
will  account  for  far  more  rises  than  a  new  one.  So 
many  know  this  that  I  apologise  to  those  I  bore 
by  what  I  have  written.  The  perfect  balance 
attainable  in  a  hairjcast,  with  about  18in.  of  spun 
hair  on  top,  is  a  thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  for  ever, 
especially  in  up-stream  beck  work,  with  bushes 
both  sides  and  a  puff  in  your  face  .  .  .  where  that 
mossy  boulder  has  a  trout  with  his  nose  glued  to 
that  little  hump,  and;[another  fish  lies  almost  in 
the  break  where  the  pool  above  contracts  and 
rushes  out  over  the  submerged  big  stones,  so  that 
you  think  he  is  not  there,  but  so  often  gets  his 
"  Habet "  in,  just  in  time. — Yours  truly, 

Oliver  Pboctee. 


DRESSINGS  OF  IRISH  SALMON  FLIES. 

Dear  Sib, — I  copy  from  Francis'  "  Book  on 
Angling"  the  dressings  of  some^of  the  flies  your 
correspondent  asks  for  : — 

Thunder  and  Lightning. — Tag,  gold  tinsel ;  tail, 
a  topping;  butt,  black  ostrich;  body,  three  turns 
of  light  orange  floss,  the  rest  of  black  floss ;  gold 
tinsel ;  light  orange  hackle  with  a  little  blue  jay  at 
shoulder ;  wing,  dark  brown  mallard,  one  topping 
over  it;  blue  macaw  ribs ; ^_darkj  purple  head. 
Hooks,  from  Nos.  7  to  10. 

The  Judge. — Tag,  silver  thread  and  light  orange 
fioss ;  tail,  one  topping  ;  butt,  peacock  herl ;  body, 
silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  a  golden  olive  or  yellow  orange 
(the  colour  is  something  between  the  two) ;  red 
orange  at  shoulder,  blue  jay  over  it ;  wing,  mixed 
of  peacock,  bustard,  with  a  few  fibres  of  tippet, 
two  toppings  over ;  blue  macaw  ribs ;  peacock  herl 
head.    A  tasty  fly. — F.  F. 

The  Butcher. — Tag,  gold^twist  and  orange  floss  ; 
tail,  one  topping ;  butt,  black  ostrich  herl  ;  body, 
two  or  three  turns  of  red,  ditto  of  medium  blue, 
ditto  of  red,  and  the  rest  of  blue  pig's  wool ;  broad 
silver  tinsel ;  medium  red  claret  hackle  ;  gallina  on 
shoulder  ;  under  wing,  a  tippet  and  gold  pheasant- 
rump-feather,  over  them  strips  of  brown  mallard, 
bustard,  peacock  wing,  wood-duck,  and  blue  and 
yellow  swan  strips;  black  head.  "Fin,"  in  Bell's 
Life,  gives  another  dressing — Mixed  wing,  rich 
long  jungle-cock  feathers  over  ;  body,  claret,  blue, 
and  orange  pig's  wool ;  three  turns  of  broad  silver 
twist ;  dark  claret  hackle  at  shoulder,  light  claret 
to  tail ;  small  kingfisher  feather  on  each  shoulder ; 
tail,  topping  and  wood-duck  ;  and  he  adds,  "I've 
killed  lots  of  fish  with  this  fiy." 

Zulu,  Fenian,  Wild  Irishman,  and  Sweep  are  not 
given. 

The  Wilkinson  has  a  silver  body,  ribbed  with 
silver  thread;  a  mixed  wing  of  bustard,  wood-duck, 
pintail,  blue  and  red  macaw,  with  a  pair  of  jungle 
cock  at  the  sides,  and  kingfisher  cheeks ;  one 
topping  over  all ;  ribs,  blue  macaw ;  hackle,  a 
medium  blue  with  bright  lake  hackle  over  at 


shoulder ;  tag,  silver  thread  and  gold  floss ;  tail, 
a  topping  and  short  stump  of  tippet ;  butt,  red 
crewel;  head,  black. 

Durham  Ranger. — Tag,  silver  tinsel  and  gold 
fioss  ;  tail,  one  topping  ;  butt,  two  turns  black  herl ; 
body,  two  turns  each  light-orange  floss,  dark- 
orange,  claret,  and  black  pig's  wool,  the  last  to  be 
picked  out  at  the  breast.  Over  the  whole  of  the 
wool  a  Coch-y-Bondhu  hackle,  stained  a  bright  red 
orange,  two  turns  of  black  hackle  over  it,  and  a 
light-blue  hackle  on  the  shoulder;  wing,  a  pair  of 
longish  jungle  cock  in  the  centre,  double  tippets  on 
either  side,  one  topping  over  all ;  ribs,  blue  macaw ; 
and  a  kingfisher  feather  on  either  cheek. 

Yellow  Anthony. — Tag,  silver  twist ;  tail,  a 
topping;  butt,  a  scrap  of  yellow  mohair;  body, 
bluish  silver  grey  wool  or  fur ;  fine  silver  twist, 
silver  grey  dun  hackle,  dirty  yellow  hackle  at 
shoulder ;  wing,  a  bit  of  peacock,  with  mallard 
over  it ;  ribs,  blue  macaw ;  black  head. 

Orange  Anthony  differs  in  body — Three  turns  of 
dark  blue  mohair,  rest  silver  grey ;  durk  blue 
hackle  over  blue,  silver  grey  dun  cuckoo  over  grey 
part ;  medium  orange  hackle  on  shoulder ;  wing 
as  before,  with  kingfisher  on  either  cheek. — Yours 
truly.  Landrail. 

[The  dressings  given  by  Francis  Francis  are  not 
the  latest  up-to-date  "improvements,"  but  they  are 
every  bit  as  good  killers,  and  probably  nearer  the 
original  invention  in  most  cases.  Seal's  fur  is  now 
generally  used  in  place  of  pig's  wool  (although  seal's 
tur  was  used  two  hundred  years  ago  in  trout  flies). 
It  looks  better  in  a  shop,  but  for  reflecting  light 
in  the  water  and  showing  up  the  colours  of  the 
body  and  for  wear,  I  think  the  old  wiry  pig's  wool 
and  worsted  crewel  beat  the  soft,  silky  seal,  as 
also  silk — in  fact,  silk  is  the  worst  material  that 
can  be  used  for  any  fly  body  if  colour  is  of  any 
importance,  as  anyone  can  prove  by  soaking 
different  coloured  silk  bodies  in  water,  and  parafliu 
even  more  quickly  dulls^  them  to  a  dark,  dead 
appearance. — Ed. J 


A  NOTE  OF  THANKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Kindly  convey  to  Messrs.  J.  Meikle 
and  J.  Gettings  Johnston  my  sincere  thanks  for 
their  exceedingly  kind  and  full  reply  to  my  inquiry 
re  fishing  at  Crawford.  I  should  like  to  thank  and 
congratulate  you,  Mr.  Editor,  for  the  rich  treat  I 
get  each  Saturday  when  I  get  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
but  really  language  fails  to  express  my  feelings. — 
Yours  truly,  T.  Morlev  Brook. 

Manchester. 


"FISHING  AT  AND  NEAR  ILFRACOMBE." 

Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  correct  one  thing  in  the 
reply  about  my  booklet,  "  An  Angler's  Guide  to 
Ilfracombe  and  the  District."  It  is  published  and 
to  be  procured  from  Messrs.  Twiss,  Brothers,  Arcade, 
Ilfracombe.  This  is  important,  as  there  is  another 
firm,  Messrs.  Twiss  &  Sons.  It  is  true  that  most  of 
the  rivers  are  a  couple  of  hours  off  by  train,  yet 
many  residents  frequently  go  to  them ;  but  the 
well-stocked  reservoirs  are  within  an  easy  walk, 
and  much  patronised.  They  have  rainbows.  Loch 
Levens,  and  brown  trout  in  them,  and  afford  good 
sport  to  the  ticket  holders.  Your  correspondent 
may  be  interested  to  hear  that  copies  of  my  little 
guide  were  accepted  by  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  also  by  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife. 
— Yours  truly,  R.  Warren  Vernon. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  ILFRACOMBE. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  going  early  next  month  to 
Ilfracombe  for  a  short  holiday,  and  shall  be  ex- 
tremely obliged  if  you  will  furnish  me  with  any 
information  respecting  "  trouting  "  in  that  district. 
I  believe  I  can  get  permission  to  fish  the  reservoir 
there,  but  am  not  well  acquainted  with  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  think  perhaps  some  of  your  readers 
can  help  me  in  the  matter  by  giving  me  particulars 
of  any  likely  streams  they  may  know  of  near 
Ilfracombe. — Yours  truly,      Cecil  F.  Bradley. 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 

Deab  Sir,— I  am  a  regular  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  therefore  trust  you  will  forgive  me 
troubling  you,  but  a  friend  and  myself  want  some 
good  sea-trout  fishing  for  August ;  we  should  not 
mind  renting  a  portion  of  a  river,  and  are  not 
particular  where  it  is  situated.  If  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  give  us  any  information  I  should 
be  much  obliged.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  I 
am,  yours  truly,  Stanley  Castle. 


SEA  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 

A  correspondent,  writing  from  Portpatrick,  Wig- 
townshire, re  sea  fishing  in  August,  says : — "  There 
is  good  sea  fishing,  either  from  boats  or  rocka. 
There  are  many  kinds  of  fish  to  be  got." 
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FISHING  AT  WROXHAM. 

Deak  Sib, — If  Mr.  Warters  will  communicate 
with  Mrs.  Edwards,  Hillside,  Wroxham,  I  think  he 
will  find  precisely  what  he  requires.  The  river  is 
within  two  or  three  minutes  in  one  direction,  five  or 
six  in  another,  and  about  the  same  in  another,  while 
the  Broad  is  about  twenty  minutes'  lovely  walk,  or 
a  little  longer  row. 

Mrs.  Edwards  is  my  neighbour,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe,  from  observation,  that  she  makes 
her  visitors  altogether  comf  ortable,  and  her  cooking 
I  believe  is  good  ;  at  any  rate,  I  have  known  people 
stay  with  her  for  weeks.  I  have  no  interest  at  all 
in  the  matter  beyond  wishing  to  oblige  both  parties 
concerned.  I  could  give  Mr.  Warters  some  help,  I 
think,  about  the  fishing. 

Mrs.  Edwards  has  engaged  her  rooms  from  Aug.  1, 
and  as  visitors  are  now  pouring  in  I  would  advise 
Mr.  Warters  to  write  early  if  he  wishes  for  Wrox- 
ham.  All  the  other  places  I  could  recommend  him 
to  are  full  up  with  friends  of  mine. — Yours  truly, 

C.  H.  Taylor. 


FISHING  NEAR  WROXHAM. 
Dear  Sir,— If  E.  Warters  thinks  of  going  to 
Wroxham,  and  if  he  writes  to  Mrs.  Mayors,  Wrox- 
ham  Broad,  she  can  let  him  have  apartments;  or, 
if  full  up,  she  can  tell  him  where  to  go.  It  is  the 
farm  belonging  to  Wroxham  Broad.  They  have 
plenty  of  boats,  excellent  fishing,  and  boarding,  with 
every  home  comfort.  I  have  stayed  there  a  week 
each  year  for  the  last  seven  years. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Bkixey. 


FISHING  AT  SEASCALE,  CUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  Enquirer,"  re  fishing  at 
Seascale,  by  obtaining  a  ticket  from  the  West 
Cumberland  Fishery  Board,  which  can  be  purchased 

at  Seascale,  he  can  fish  the  following  rivers:  The 

Ehen  (below  Ennerdale  Lake),  the  Calder,  the  Esk, 
Irt,  Bling,  and  Mite,  also  tlie  Wastwater  Lake. 
Licences. — Salmon:  season,  10s.  6d. ;  week,  5s.; 
day,  2s.  Trout :  season,  28.  6d.  ;  week.  Is.  The 
Ehen  and  Calder  enter  the  sea  at  Sellafield,  one 
mile  north  of  Seascale.  The  Esk,  Irt,  etc.,  at 
Ravensglass,  about  four  miles  south  of  Seascale. 
All  these  rivers  contain  trout,  sea-trout,  and  salmon. 
If  "  Enquirer  "  has  not  yet  secured  apartments  at 
Seascale,  I  would  advise  him  to  do  so  at  once,  as 
accommodation  is  limited,  especially  in  the  month 
of  August.    Yours  truly,  T.  McLean. 

Ashton-under-Lyne. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  NEAR 
INVERNESS. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "J.  K.  A.  E.,"  I  beg  to 
give  the  following  information,  which  I  hope  will 
be  of  some  use  : — 

The  Ness. — Salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  just 
beginning.  There  is  a  free  day  every  eighth  lawful 
day  on  the  lower  stretches.  August  is  the  best 
month,  and  if  the  water  is  in  order  fair  sport  is 
generally  got.  Common  trout  can  be  fished  for 
from  the  land  belonging  to  the  town  of  Inverness 
on  any  day. 

Loch  Ness. — Salmon,  sea-trout,  and  common 
trout.  Boats  and  fishermen  from  the  hotels  at 
Fort  Augustus,  Invermoriston,  Foyers,  and  Drum- 
nadrochit. 

The  Findhorn. — Several  miles  of  water  free  to 
guests  at  Freeburn  Hotel.  Common  trout  fishing 
very  good.  Salmon  fishing  not  much  use  till 
September. 

The  Nairn. — Two  miles  of  water  near  the  town  of 
Nairn  free  for  salmon  and  sea-trout.  Big  baskets 
of  the  latter  are  sometimes  got  with  worm  when 
the  water  is  in  flood. 

Loch  Ruthven. — Common  trout.  The  loch  is 
well  stocked.    A  charge  is  made. 

Loch  Mhor. — Common  trout.  Some  large  ones 
have  been  landed  within  the  last  few  years. 

There  are  many  other  lochs  in  the  neighbourhood 
containing  common  trout  which  are  well  worth 
fishing,  and  they  can  be  easily  reached  from 
Inverness  by  rail,  steamer,  and  by  hiring. 

The  fishing  tackle  makers  in  Inverness  would  be 
glad  to  give  "J.  K.  A.  E."  any  information  he 
might  require  as  to  the  kind  of  flies,  etc.,  to  use  for 
the  different  streams  and  lochs. — Yours  truly, 

J.  S. 


FISH  THAT  LEAP. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Black  Hackle's  "  letter 
in  your  last  issue,  I  am  glad  to  find  that  he  agrees 
with  me  on  some  points  Various  correspondents 
have  expressed  their  opinions,  which  are  apparently 
settled  convictions  based  on  experience,  and  the 
general  reader  must  choose  between  them,  I  do 
not  wish  to  argue  for  argument's  sake,  but  I  cannot 
see  where  the  "jar"  comes  in  when  the  rod  is  kepi 
in  tension  with  a  very  free  running  reel,  and  I 
cannot  agree   with  "  Black    Hackle "   that  the 

momentary  giving  of  a  slack  line  camiot  materially 


interfere  with  the  hold."  It  is  a  choice  of  evils, 
and  the  system  that  suits  one  man  may  not  suit 
another,  so  let  us  agree  to  differ  in  a  friendly 
manner,  as  I  am  sure  "  Black  Hackle  "  will. — Yours 
truly,  An  Amateur. 


EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  FEATHERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  for  the  various 
letters  in  your  valuable  paper,  giving  information 
re  fishing  at  Dulverton,  in  reply  to  my  inquiry 
printed  in  your  issue  of  March  18. 

In  reference  to  your  footnote  at  the  end  of  my 
letter,  I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
procure  for  you  any  Egyptian  gooseskins  with 
breast  feathers  on ;  they  are  rare  in  Upper  Egypt, 
though  I  believe  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  Delta., 

If  I  am  in  Egypt  again  next  year,  I  will  make 
another  attempt  to  get  some  for  you. — Yours  truly. 

Grand  Hotel  Victoria,  Sammak. 
Damascus. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  extremely  glad  if  any  of 
your  correspondents  could  tell  me  of  any  good 
coarse  fishing  to  be  had  within  easy  distance  of 
Ramsey  (I.  O.  M.),  and  whether  private  or  other- 
wise.   Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

ROAMEB. 


GOOD  RIVER  FISHING  WANTED 
NEAR  THE  SEA. 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  desirous  of  settling  in  some 
pretty  part  of  England,  Wales,  or  Ireland,  near  sea 
and  good  fishing  river;  can  you  or  any  of  your 
numerous  readers  kindly  recommend  me  a  suitable 
county  ? — Yours  truly,  J.  N. 


DART  REPORT,  JULY  8. 
Dear  Sib, — Re  Dart  report,  July  8,  may  I  be 
allowed  to  state  1  have  killed  in  the  Dart  this  season 
sea-trout  (Devonshire  trufT),  but  the  fish  I  reported 
were  "salmon  peal."  Again,  on  July  7,  I  had 
another  peal,  on  fly,  late  evening,  weight,  lib.,  at 
Buckfast.— Yours  truly,  Louis  Cockrell. 


FISHING  AT  COLWYN  BAY. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  tell  me  what  kind 
of  fish  are  caught  at  Colwyn  Bay,  North  Wales  ? 
Also  I  should  like  to  know  what  kind  of  bait  and 
tackle  should  be  used  ?  Any  information  would 
greatly  oblige.— Yours  truly,  Ellis  Sykes. 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sib, — One  of  the  most  fascinating  methods 
of  angling  for  trout  is  that  branch  of  the  gentle  art 
known  as  "  Upstream  clear  water  worm  fishing." 

Seine  fly- fishermen  look  upon  this  style  of  fishing 
as  childisii  and  unsportsmanlike,  whilst  others  go 
so  far  as  to  regard  it  m  a  species  of  poaching.  This 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  on  those 
hot  burning  days  of  June  and  July  a  skilful  and 
patient  angler  may  fill  his  basket  with  goodly  fish 
while  his  confn^re  is  unable  to  induce  a  single  trout 
to  even  rise  at  his  cast  of  flies,  no  matter  how 
skilfully  manipulated. 

Worm  fishing  for  trout  is  practised  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  season  when  there  are  but  few 
flies  on  the  water  until  about  the  middle  of  August, 
when  these  fish  begin  to  refuse  the  worm,  and  theii 
again  from  the  latter  part  of  September  until  the 
close  of  the  season. 

The  angler  will  find  that  wading  will  be  the  most 
useful  form  of  locomotion  for  this  class  of  fishing, 
casting  first  to  the  left  and  from  thence  in  a  semi- 
circle until  the  extreme  right  be  reached,  fishing 
under  both  banks,  in  the  stickles,  and  at  the  edges 
of  weeds. 

An  lift,  or  12ft.  fly-rod  will  be  found  to  be  the 
most  convenient  weapon  with  which  to  do  battle. 
A  double  handed  rod,  such  as  some  anglers  use,  is 
rather  too  cumbersome,  and  not  at  all  suited  to  the 
fine  tackle  which  should  be  employed  in  order  to 
ensure  success  in  this  artistic  form  of  angling. 

The  line  should  consist  of  a  dressed  silk  line, 
tapered  or  otherwise  according  to  the  taste  of  the 
angler.  The  most  excellent  line  that  can  be  used 
for  the  purpose  is  the  vacuum  air-pump  line  (fine 
quality). 

Immediately  the  line  slackens  or  a  stoppage 
occurs,  the  angler  should  merely  tighten  his  line  by 
drawing  it  sharply  away  from  the  fish  across  the 
stream,  much  after  the  same  way  in  which  salmon 
and  peal  are  hooked  with  the  fly  by  night.  Should 
a  trout  merely  shake  the  worm  as  is  fiequently  the 
case,  the  probability  is  that  he  is  merely  pla5nng 
with  it,  or  that  he  has  hold  of  the  tail  end  only,  and 
the  angler  finds  that  on  striking  part  or  the  whole 
of  the  worm  leaves  the  hook  and  the  trout  is  free. 
To  remedy  this  some  anglers  allow  the  fish  a  few 
seconds  in  which  to  gorge  the  bait,  whilst  others 
draw  the  worm  gently  away  from  the  fish  which 
incites  it  to  seize  its  prey  at  once  for  fear  of  losing 
such  a  dainty  morsel  altogether. 


As  a  general  rule  the  striking  depends  entirely 
upon  the  rapidity  of  the  stream.  ^In  very  swift 
streams  the  trout  usually  swallows  the  bait  im- 
mediately, and  should  therefore  be  struck  simul- 
taneously with  the  bite,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  slow  running  waters  he  takes  some  time  to  , 
devour  the  worm,  and  should  therefore  be  allowed  I 
some  time  before  striking.  It  is  better  far  to  allow 
too  long  a  time  than  to  be  too  hasty. 

Trout  love  the  rapid  water  even  where  there  bo 
no  ripple,  and  such  water  is  to  be  frequently  met 
with  alongside  banks  and  under  low  bushes,  and 
should  on  no  account  be  overlooked  by  the  angler 
as  the  larger  fish  are  usually  to  ;be  found  there. 
The  tail  end  of  a  pool  should!  be  fished  first,  then 
the  left,  right,  and  so  on  until  the^head  of  the  pool 
be  reached — in  fact,  every  inch  of  the  water  should 
be  fished  carefully  as  trout  are  to  be  found  in  all 
parts  of  the  stream. 

The  angler  whilst  wading  will  frequently  come 
across  deep  or  shallow  ''still  "  pools  with  trees  or 
bushes  overhanging  the  water.  It  is  most  important 
that  these  pools  be  well  fished  as  more  often  than 
not  the  veterans  of  the  stream  lurk  therein.  For 
some  unaccountable  reason,  however,  the  majority 
of  anglers  pass  them  by  without  even  so  much  as  a 
single  cast  with  worm  or  fly. 

There  are  several  good  worms  for  this  sport — 
namely,  marsh  worms,  lobworms,  pink  tails,  red 
worms,  brandlings,  and  bloodworms. 

Without  a  shadow  of  doubt  the  finest  of  all 
worms  for  the  purpose  is  the  marsh  worm  well 
scoured.  The  best  plan  is  to  place  them  on  the  top 
of  fresh  damp  moss  over  which  has  been  sprinkled 
some  fresh  milk  or  cream. 

The  worms  should  be  so  treated  two  or  three  days 
before  using.  Lobworms  are  used  generally  when 
there  is  a  spate  in  the  river  ;  but  in  that  case  they 
should  be  fresh  and  not  scoured,  as  the  trout  at 
such  times  rely  upon  their  scent  and  not  their  sight 
for  obtaining  food.  The  remaining  worms  are  faii  ly 
good,  but  all  have  their  drawbacks.  For  instance, 
the  brandling  is  an  unwholesome  smelling  worm 
and  easily  broken  no  matter  how  well  scoured  it 
may  be ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  larger  fish 
are  rarely,  if  ever,  taken  with  it. 

The  pink  tail  has  a  good  reputation,  but  in  my 
opinion  undeservedly  so.  I  have  given  it  the  most 
thorough  trial,  but  have  never  taken  a  single  fish 
with  it.  It  is  a  cleanly  worm  and  tough  enough, 
and  can  be  easily  bred  in  well  rotted  manure  and 
earth  placed  in  a  pan  with  a  muslin  air  cloth  placed 
over  the  top ;  there  should  be  a  few  minute  holes  ' 
low  down  in  the  sides  for  drainage  purposes. 

As  to  the  hooks  to  be  used  the  Stewart  tackle  ' 
will  be  found  to  be  the  most  suitable  for  this  ; 
method  of  worm  fishing.  Either  two  or  three  hooks  ' 
may  be  used.  The  advantages  of  this  tackle  are 
numerous :  the  worm  is  easily  affixed,  presented  in 
a  very  natural  manner  to  the  fish,  and  there  is  less 
risk  of  missing  the  fish  on  striking  as  in  the  case  of 
a  single  hook.  Some  anglers  use  a  single  hook  with 
two  worms  affixed  in  reverse  positions;  but  this 
style  is  only  suitable  for  salmon  and  peal. 

The  maxim,  "  The  finer  the  angler  fishes  the 
heavier  the  basket,"  applies  equally  to  worm  fishing 
as  to  fishing  with  the  fly.  No  shot  should  be  placed 
on  the  fine,  the  stream  being  allowed  to  carry 
the  worm  along  as  if  borne  by  the  current  and 
unattached  to  a  line.  Split  shot  may  sometimes 
be  used  with  advantage  where  the  stream  is  exceed- 
ingly fast,  or  where  the  angler  has  to  manoeuvre 
a  high  wind.  Great  care  should  be  taken  not  to 
disturb  the  water  as  trout  are  frequently  hooked 
close  to  the  angler's  feet.  Down-stream  worm 
fishing  is  quite  a  branch  of  its  own,  and  very 
deadly  when  the  water  is  coloured  or  when  there 
IS  a  very  high  wind.  This  method  is  particularly 
suited  to  the  capture  of  salmon  and  peal  where  a 
long  line  is  necessary. 

These  few  notes  have  been  penned  by  the  writer, 
who  has  had  many  years'  experience  in  worm  fishing 
as  well  as  with  the  fly,  in  answer  to  a  correspondent 
who  signs  himself  "  Thymallus." — Yours  truly, 

H.  Harcourt  Verden. 


LAYMAN  PNEUMATIC  BOAT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  would  like  to  know  if  the  Layman 
pneumatic  boat  is  still  on  the  market,  and  to  have 
the  opinion  of  someone  who  has  used  it  concerning 
its  practicability,  and  whether  it  would  be  reason- 
ably safe  on  our  large  lakes  which  are  sometimes 
turbulent. — Yours  truly,  T,  I. 


ABINGDON-ON-THAMES. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  some  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette  kindly  inform  me  if  there  is  angling  of  any 
description  obtainable  at  Abingdon-on-Thames 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September  ?  and 
oblige— Yours  truly,  J.  M.  Evans. 

{^Several  letters  a/re  unavoidabhj  held  over.) 
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SCEAPS  FEOM  THE  DAYS  OF  OLD 
By  the  "Amatextb  Angler.'-' 


I  HAVE  been  called  upon,  as  usual,  to  contribute 
something  to  this  summer  number,  which  means 
that  I  am  to  extract  sunbeams  from  cucumbers  and 
set  the  Thames  o/i  fire,  for  I  have  no  true  story  to 
tell  of  any  personal  adventure.  I  have  not  been 
fishing  lately.  I  find  the  weather  quite  too  hot  to 
incline  me  to  draw  on  my  imagination  for  a  few 
facts  to  please  your  readers.  I  will  therefore  try  to 
put  together  a  few  scraps  from  the  days  of  old, 
which  may  be  new  to  some  and  interesting  to  many. 
When  we  go  a-fishing,  and  fail  to  catch  any  fish, 
it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  abuse  the  weather. 
The  present  writer  has  many  a  time  been  guilty  of 
it.  The  months  of  May  and  June  have  been  par- 
ticularly highly  favoured  by  old  poets  and  old 
writers,  but  the  experience'  of  anglers  of  recent 
years  has  mostly  taught  them  that  either  these 
ancient  writers  were  humbugs  or  else  that  the 
seasons  have  greatly  changed,  particularly  as  regards 
these  two  months. 

Spenser  says — 

"Then  came  fair  May,  the  fayrest  maydon  ground, 
Dekt  all  with  dainties  of  her  season's  pryde. 
And  throwing  flowies  out  of  her  lap  around. 

***** 
Lord  !  how  all  creatures  laught  when  her  they 
spide. 

And  leapt  and  daunc't  as  they  had  ravisht  beene, 
And  Cupid  selfe  about  her  fiuttered  all  in  greene.'" 
"May,"  says  another  writer,  "brings  with  her 
the  beauty  and  fragrance  of  hawthorn  blossoms 
and  the  song  of  the  nightingale.  ...  We  hear  the 
song  of  the  milkmaid  in  the  early  morning,  and 
catch  glimpses  of  the  white  milkpail  she  balances 
on  her  head  between  the  openings  in  the  hedge- 
rows. ...  We  see  the  dim  figure  of  the  angler, 
clad  in  grey,  moving  through  the  white  mist  that 
still  lingers  beside  the  river.  The  early  schoolboy, 
who  has  a  long  way  to  go,  loiters  and  lays  down 
his  books  to  peep  under  almost  every  hedge  and 
bush  he  passes  in  quest  of  birds'  nests." 

One  might  go  on  quoting  page  after  page  all  in 
praise  of  the  merry  month  of  May.  Had  it,  then, 
jpo  drawbacks  in  those  days  of  old?  It  is  the 
[inspiration  of  such  vivid  praises  that  sends  us  poor 
jbodies,  in  city  pent  almost  all  our  days,  forth  into 
ithe  fields  and  away  off  as  far  as  we  can  get  from  our 


prison  walls,  always  expecting  to  revel  in  these 
poetic  rural  scenes — even  to  lie  on  our  backs  and 
kick  up  our  heels  for  joy !  We  go  a-fishing  in  the 
month  of  May,  not  with  the  May  Fly,  for  that  never 
turns  up  till  June,  but  with  various  other  flies 
mostly  suited  for  the  month — and  what  do  wo 
generally  find  ?  A  prevalence  of  cold  north  or 
north-easterly  or  easterly  winds,  with  sleet  or  rain 
driven  by  that  bitter  wind — and  what  do  we  catch  ? 
We  catch  colds  and  sore  throats  and  "rheumaticks" ! 
There  must  surely  be  two  months  of  May  in  every 
year.  One  is  the  May  of  the  poets,  and  the  other 
is  the  May  of  wretched  anglers  of  the  amateur  kind. 
The  wisest  saying  I  have  found  about  this  belauded 
month  is  the  very  old  one,  which  proves  also  that 
after  all  the  May  months  of  old  were  not  much 
better  than  those  of  the  20th  century. 

"  Chanere  not  a  clout 
Till  May  be  out." 

Chambers  tells  this  story  about  the  east  wind  in 
May : 

"Lord  Rutherford,  rambling  one  day  on  the 
Pentland  Hills  with  his  friend.  Lord  Gockburn, 
encountered  a  shepherd.  Lord  Rutherford  expressed 
hiraself  in  strong  terms  regarding  the  east  wind, 
which  was  blowing  very  keenly.  «An'  what  ails 
ye  at  the  east  wind  ? '  said  the  shepherd.  '  It  is 
so  bitterly  disagreeable,';  replied  the  judge.  'I 
wonder  at  you  finding  so  much  fault  wi'  it.' 
'  And  pray,  did  you  ever  find  any  good  in  it  ? ' 
♦Oh,  yes.'  'And  what  can  you  say  of  good  for 
it?'  inquired  Lord  Rutherford.  '  Weel,'  replied 
the  triadist,  'it  dries  the  yird  (soil),  it  slockens 
(refreshes)  the  ewes,  and  it's  God's  wull.'  '' 

Another  proof  of  the  decline  of  the  old-fashioned 
May  weather  is  the  fact  of  the  decline  and  fall  of 
the  Old  Maypole. 

In  the  jolly  old  times,  when  such  things  as  east 
winds  were  not  known.  May  festivities  were  per- 
petual. Spenser  thus  describes  the  going  out  for 
the  May:— 

Siker  this  morrow,  no  longer  ago, 

I  saw  a  shole  of  shepherds  outgo 

With  singing,  and  shouting,  and  jolly  cheer; 

Before  them  rode  a  lusty  Tabrere, 

That  to  the  many  a  hornpipe  play'd, 

Whereto  they  dancen  each  one  with  his  maid. 

♦  *  *  *  » 
Then  to  the  g-?enwood  they  speeden  them  all. 
To  fetchen  home  May  with  their  musical; 

•  *  »  •  • 
A  fair  flock  of  fairies,  and  a  fresh  bend 
Of  lovely  nymphs — O  that  I  were  theie 

To  helpen  the  ladies  their  May-bush  to  bear. 

Maypoles  had  died  out  before  before  my  time, 
although  my  memory  carries  me  back  to  the  first 
quarter  of  the  last  century,  but  in  my  father's 
time  maypoles  were  still  an  institution  in  the 
country. 

Washington  Irving,  who  visited  this  country 
very  early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  tells  in  his 
Shetchhooh  that  he  once  saw  one.  "  I  shall  never 
forget,"  he  says,  "the  delight  I  felt  on  first  seeing 
a  maypole.  It  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee,  close 
by  the  picturesque  old  bridge  that  stretches  across 
the  river  from  the  quaint  little  city  of  Chester.  .  .  . 
The  maypole  on  the  margin  of  that  poetic  stream 
completed  the  illusion.  My  fancy  adorned  it  with 
wreaths  of  flowers,  and  peopled  the  green  bank 
with  all  the  dancing  revelry  of  May  Day." 

There  was  a  time  when  maypoles  were  common 
in  London.  Chambers  thus  describes  one  of 
them : — 

"  The  most  renowned  London  maypole,  and  the 
latest  in  existence,  was  that  erected  in  the  Strand, 
immediately  after  the  Restoration.  Its  history  is 
altogether  curious.  The  Parliament  of  1644  had 
ordained  that  '  all  and  singular  maypoles  that  are  or 
shall  be  erected,  shall  be  taken  down,'  and  had 
enforced  their  decree  by  penalties  that  effectually 
carried  out  their  gloomy  desires.  When  the 
populace  gave  again  vent  to  their  May  Day  jollity 
in  1661  they  determined  on  planting  the  tallest 
of  these  poles  in  the  most  conspicuous  part  of 
the  Strand,  bringing  it  in  triumph,  with  drums 
beating,  flags  flying,  and  music  playing,  from 
Scotland  Yard  to  the  opening  of  Little  Drury 
Lane,  opposite  Somerset  House — where  it  was 
erected,  and  which  Lane  was  afterwards  termed 
Maypole  Alley.  'That  stately  cedar  erected  in  the 
Strand  134  feet  high  '  was  considered  as  a  type  of 
'Golden  Days'  about  to  return  with  the  Stuarts." 
Maypoles  have  gone  out  with  many  other  old 


customs.  I  remember  the  whipping- post  and  stool* 
but  I  never  saw  anyone  publicly  whipped.  I  have 
also  a  very  dim  and  indistinct  recollection  of  seeing 
a  drunken  old  boy  with  his  feet  locked  up  in 
the  parish  stocks,  and  I  have  seen  stray  cattle 
impounded  in  the  parish  pound. 

The  Morrin  Dance  was  a  great  favourite  in 
England  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and  some  shreds 
of  it  have  occasionally  turned  up  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  The  story  is  told  of  one  William  Kcmpe, 
a  famous  actor,  making  a  dancing  journey  from 
London  to  Norwich. 

Kempe  started  from  London  at  seven' in  the 
morning  on  the  first  Monday  in  Lent,  and  after 
various  adventures  reached  Romford  that  night. 
On  the  Saturday  morning  he  reached  Chelmsford. 

"  At  Chelmsforde,  a  mayde  not  passing  fourteen 
years  of  age,  dwelling  with  one  Sudley,  her  master, 
my  kinde  friend,  made  request  to  her  master  and 
dame,  that  she  might  daunce  the  Morrice  with  me 
in  a  great  large  roome.  They  being  intreated,  I 
was  soon  wonne  to  fit  her  with  bels ;  besides,  she 
would  have  the  olde  fashion,  with  napkin  on  her 
armes;  and  to  our  jumps  we  fell.  A  whole  houre 
she  helde  out ;  but  then  being  ready  to  lye  doun,  I 
let  her  off ;  but  thus  much  in  her  praise,  I  would 
have  challenged  the  strongest  man  in  Chelmsford, 
and  amongst  many  I  think  few  would  have  done  so 
much." 

Kempe  had  other  challenges  of  the  same  kind. 
"In  this  towne  of  Sudbury  came  a  lusty,  tall 
fellow,  a  butcher  by  his  profession,  that  would  in  a 
Morrice  keep  me  company  to  Bury . . .  but  wherever 
wee  had  measured  halfe  a  mile  of  our  way,  he  gave 
me  over  in  the  plain  field,  protesting  that  if  he 
might  get  a  100  pounds  he  would  not  hold  out 
with  me;  for  indeed  my  pace  in  dancing  is  not 
ordinary.  As  he  and  1  were  parting,  a  lusty 
country  lasse  being  among  the  people,  cal'd  him 
faint-hearted  lout,  saying  'If  I  had  begun  to 
daunce,  I  would  have  held  out  one  myle,  though 
it  had  cost  my  life  ' ;  at  which  words  many  laughed. 
'Nay,'  saith  she,  'if  the  dauncer  will  lend  me  a 
leash  of  his  bels  I'll  venter  to  treade  one  myle  with 
him  myselfe.'  I  lookt  upon  her,  saw  myrth  in  her 
eyes,  heard  boldness  in  her  words,  and  beheld  her 
ready  to  tucke  up  he  russat  petticoate.  I  fitted 
her  with  bels,  which  she  merrily  taking,  garnisht 
her  thicke,  short  legs,  and  with  a  smooth  brow 
bad  the  tabrer  begin.  The  drum  strucke,  forward 
marched  I  with  my  merry  Mayde  Marian,  who 
shooke  her  fat  side.s,  and  footed  it  merrilee  to 
Melford,  being  a  long  myle.  Then  parting  with 
her,  and  her  skinful  of  drinke,  and  an  English 
crowne  to  buy  more  :  for  goode  wench  she  was  in  a 
piteous  heate,  and  to  give  her  her  due  she  had  a 
good  eare,  daunst  truly,  and  wee  parted  friends." 

The  Book-Fish.— On  June  2.3,  1626,  a  cod-fish 
was  brought  into  Cambridge  Market,  which,  upon 
being  opened,  was  found  to  contain  a  book  in 
its  stomach.  It  was  a  duo  decimo  work  written 
by  one  John  Frith,  comprising  several  treatises 
on  religious  subjects.  ;  .  .  The  treatises  contained 
in  this  book  were  written  by  Frith  when  in 
prison.  Strange  to  say,  he  had  long  been  con- 
fined in  a  fish  cellar  at  Oxford,  where  many  of  his 
fellow  prisoners  died  from  the  impure  exhalations 
of  unsound  salt  fish.  He  was  removed  from  thence 
to  the  Tower,  and  in  1533  was  burned  at  the  stake 
for  his  adherence  to  the  reformed  religion.  The 
book  was  afterwards  reprinted  at  Cambridge,  under 
the  title  Vox  Piscis,  or  the  book-fish,  and  is  adorned 
with  a  woodcut  representing  the  stsill  in  Cambridge 
Market,  with  the  fish,  book,  and  knife. 

The  Boy  and  the  Ring. — Professor  de  Morgan  told 
this  story  in  Notes  and  Queries  many  years  ago:  — 
"  A  servant-boy  was  sent  into  the  neighbouring 
town  with  a  valuable  ring.  He  took  it  out  of  the 
box  to  admire  it  on  his  own  finger,  and  in  passing 
over  a  plank  bridge  he  let  it  fall  on  a  muddy  bank. 
Not  being  able  to  find  it  he  ran  away,  took  to  the 
sea,  finally  settled  in  a  colony,  made  a  large  fortune, 
came  back  after  many  years,  and  bought  the  estate 
on  which  he  had  been  servant.  One  day  in  walking 
over  his  land  with  a  friend  he  came  to  the  plank 
bridge,  and  then  told  his  friend  the  story.  'I  could 
swear,'  said  he,  pushing  his  stick  into  the  mud,  '  to 
the  very  spot  on  which  the  ring  dropped.'  When 
the  stick  came  back  the  ring  was  on  the  end  of  it." 
.i  The  ••  A.  A."  and,  his  Bing. — Now  let  me  close  up 
with  a  little  story,  for  the  truth  of  which  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  can  absolutely  vouch,  seeing  that  the  ring 
was  ray  own.  I  was  trout  fishing  in  a  boat,  onlv 
a  few  weeks  ago,  on  a  large  lake  not  far  away  from 
Aldeishot.     Lady  S.  was  rowing.    1  hooked  and 
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landed,  or  perhaps  I  should  say  boarded,  a  nice 
trout;  after  releasing  him  from  the  hook,  I  put 
both  hands  over  the  side  to  wash  o£E  the  slime  of 
the  fish — in  doing  so,  my  signet  ring,  a  valuable  and 
much  valued  ring  which  I  had  worn  for  thirty-five 
years,  slipped  ofi  my  middle  finger  into  the  water, 
probably  ten  feet  deep,  and  into  a  bottom  layer  of 
mud.  We  marked  the  spot  as  well  as  we  could,  it 
being  far  out  from  the  shore.  So  far  the  loss  of  the 
ring  is  certain.  I  wish  I  could  complete  the  story 
by  telling  of  its  recovery.  I  am  hoping — I  buoy 
myself  up  with  the  hope — that  some  good  fairy  or 
water  nymph  will  some  day  put  it  into  the  mouth 
of  a  big  trout  when  he  is  boring  for  snails  in  the 
mud,  and  that  Lady  S.,  who  casts  a  fly  admirably, 
will  catch  that  trout,  and  that  her  cook  will  find  in 
his  interior  that  solid  gold  ring,  and  that  so  some 
day  or  other  it  may  find  its  way  back  to  its  ancient 
perch  on  my  middle  finger. 


PASTES  AND  PASTE-FISHING. 


Under  the  above  heading  I  intend  to  treat  on 
one  of  the  most  discussed  and  interesting  subjects 
relating  to  the  art  of  bottom  fishing  with  which  I 
am  acquainted,  and  am  prompted  the  more  to  do 
BO  when  I  think  of  the  number  of  novices,  and 
others,  in  the  gentle  art  who  are  unable  to  use 
paste  with  any  success  worth  speaking  of,  owing  to 
their  inability  to  mix  this  compound  to  the  proper 
consistency  and  keep  it  on  their  hooks.  Many  times 
when  fishing  in  some  much-frequented  lake,  or  even 
in  the  Lea,  I  have  been  asked  for  a  piece  of  the 
paste  which  I  was  using,  and  in  most  instances  this 
request  was  made,  not  because  of  any  lack  of  the 
same,  but  under  the  impression  that  any  paste  that 
will  keep  on  the  hook,  and  is  not  a  dirty  glue-like 
mass,  must  contain  some  substance  irresistible  to 
the  fish.  However,  before  treating  on  any  particular 
paste,  or  method  of  using  it,  carefully  note  the 
following:  — 

In  all  instances  be  sure  and  observe  perfect 
cleanliness  in  mixing  both  pastes  and  ground  bait. 

See  that  the  mixing  rag  is  perfectly  clean,  and 
your  hands  are  not  only  clean,  but  rinsed  free  from 
even  the  slightest  taint  of  soap. 

Do  not  be  afraid  of  expending  too  much  energy 
on  the  kneading  process. 

Never  handle  any  bait  with  dirty  or  scented 
hands,  and  especially  be  careful  not  to  let  the 
slightest  taint  of  tobacco  come  near  the  pastes. 

Do  not  expose  paste  to  the  light  and  air  more 
than  is  necessary  or  it  will  go  yellow  and  hard. 

Now,  having  impressed  these  simple  and  neces- 
sary rules  on  the  minds  of  my  readers,  I  will 
proceed  to  describe  some  of  the  most  useful  pastes 
of  which  I  have  knowledge: — 

1.  One  of  the  best,  simplest,  and  extremely 
killing  is  the  ordinary  bread  paste,  made  as  follows : 
— From  a  loaf  a  day  old — not  staler — take  a  portion 
of  the  crumb,  place  it  in  a  piece  of  clean  rag  (muslin 
for  preference)  and  dip  in  water  for  a  moment, 
then  squeeze  it  as  dry  as  possible,  and  knead  well 
until  about  the  consistency  of  good  putty.  This 
paste  is  best  made  at  the  water  side,  and  should  be 
kept  in  a  clean  damp  cloth.* 

2.  Arrowroot  paste  is  made  from  an  ordinary 
penny  arrovrroot  biscuit  that  can  be  procured  at 
almost  any  public-house  or  refreshment  rooms 
while  out  fishing,  and  is  much  in  favour  on  the 
Lea.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  scrape  the  outside 
brown  off  with  a  sharp  knife  and  powder  the 
remainder  up  in  an  old  piece  of  clean  linen ;  damp 
and  work  up  well. 

3.  Nursery  biscuit  paste. — This  is  an  extremely 
good  sweet  paste,  and  is  made  the  same  as  No.  2, 
except  that  the  biscuit,  after  being  scraped,  does 
not  take  much  powdering,  being,  easily  crushed  in 
the  hands. 

Having  now  mentioned  the  three  most  popular 
pastes  used  around  London,  I  will  attempt  to 
describe  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  perfection  in  this 
line,  namely,  ?'hot  water  paste."  As  its  name 
implies,  it  is  made  with  hot  water,  and,  personally, 
I  never  use  any  others  Being  extremely  trouble- 
some to  make  this  paste  is  little  used,  but,  mind 
you,  once  the  knack  of  mixing  is  acquired,  which, 
I  trust,  by  closely  studying  the  following  instruc- 
tions may  be  easily  learnt,  there  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  making  it  in,  say,  fifteen  minutes. 
Having  obtained  a  new  loaf    (the   newer  the 

*  A  small  quantity  of  King's  Natural  Bait  added 
will  be  found  a  great  advantage. 


better)  take  a  piece  of  crumb  from  the  inside, 
about  twice  the  size  of  the  piece  of  paste  required, 
and  place  it  in  an  old  piece  of  clean  linen  of 
sufficient  size  to  allow  of  its  being  held  well  over 
the  bread.  Then  hold  over  some  receptacle  and 
pour  sufficient  boiling  water  (it  must  be  boiling) 
over  the  bread  to  partly  soak  it.  Squeeze  out  all 
superfluous  water,  remove  from  cloth,  and  knead 
well  between  the  hands  for  about  fifteen  minutes. 
This  operation,  if  properly  performed,  will  give  a 
good  white  and  adhesive  paste,  with  a  peculiar 
taste  and  scent  which  the  fish  (roach  and  bream 
especially)  seem  to  relish.    Keep  it  in  a  dry  cloth. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  I  do  not 
advocate  or  use  either  coloured  or  scented  pastes  ; 
in  fact,  I  consider  them  quite  unnecessary  and 
very  often  detrimental  to  sport. 

In  fishing  still  or  slowly-flowing  waters  with  a 
clean  bottom,  it  is  difficult  to  beat  light  float- 
legering  with  a  roach  pole  for  catching  good  fish, 
and  the  tackle  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazttte  of 
Nov.  26  last  will  answer  admirably.  A  shot  should 
be  nipped  on  the  outside  of  the  shank  of  hook  near 
the  top,  and  just  heavy  enough — about  a  B.B. — to 
sink  the  float  entirely.  The  hook  should  be  a  long- 
shanked  Crystal  or  round  bend.  When  the  tip  of 
the  float  shows  above  water  you  are  certain 
that  the  bait  is  on  the  bottom.  The  float  for  this 
tackle  is  best  made  of  about  3  inches  from  the 
bottom  of  a  porcupine  quill,  with  its  top  touched 
with  white  paint.  By  using  a  slightly  larger  float 
this  tackle  could,  of  course,  be  employed  for 
swimming. 

Be  sure  to  get  the  point  of  the  hook  nearly 
through  the  paste  when  baiting,  and  also  see  that 
the  bait  is  somewhat  flat  and  only  just  thick 
enough  to  cover  the  shot.  This  will  facilitate 
hooking  a  shy  or  hard-mouthed  fishj 

The  object  of  this  tackle  is  to  get  the  shot 
so  near  the  hook  as  to  make  it  practically 
impossible  for  a  fish  to  pick  up  the  bait  without 
moving  the  shot,  and,  therefore,  the  float,  which  I 
am  sure  they  often  do,  when,  say,  8  to  18  inches  or 
so  of  gut  is  loose  on  the  bottom.  When  fishing 
with  paste  it  is  especially  an  advantage  to  have  a 
short  "  strike  "  (that  is,  the  length  of  line  between 
the  tip  of  rod  and  float),  which  should  never  be 
more  than  2  feet ;  if  longer  sharp  touches  will  be 
missed. 

Hold  your  rod — rests  should  be  rests,  and  not 
take  the  place  of  hands.  Somj  anglers  are  all 
eyes  for  everything  but  the  float,  which  is  the  one 
and  only  thing  to  watch  when  roaching.  It  will  be 
found  fairly  easy  to  hold  a  pole  for  hours  if  it  is 
not  beyond  your  strength,  and  you  do  not  over- 
reach yourself  by  trying  to  fish  an  impossible  swim. 

Ground  Baits. — On  these  it  is  possible  to  write 
many  columns,  but  I  purpose  only  mentioning  the 
following  one,  which  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  will 
meet  all  requirements.  Soak  some  pieces  of  bread 
in  a  small  quantity  of  water  till  thoroughly  soft, 
squeeze  well,  and  pour  off  all  unnecessary  water. 
Then  work  in  bran  (not  pollard)  until  the  bread 
will  take  up  no  more  and  forms  a  stiff  mass,  not  at 
all  wet  or  sticky.  This  ground-bait,  or  "  cupping  '' 
as  it  is  more  generally  termed,  will,  if  used  properly, 
answer  all  purposes.  Where  there  is  any  stream  it 
should  not  be  thrown  in,  but  squeezed  on  the  gut 
immediately  above  the  bait,  and  lowered  gently 
into  the  water  so  as  not  to  scare  the  fish.  When 
legering  the  ground-bait  will  then  lie  next  the 
hook-bait,  and  if  swimming  will  be  sure  to  flake 
oS  in  the  swim  and  attract  the  fish. 

In  fishing  still  water,  such  as  a  pond,  it  is  as 
well  on  beginning  to  fish  to  break  up  a  piece  of 
this  ground-bait  about  the  size  of  an  orange  into 
very  small  fragments,  and  scatter  it  for  a  yard  or 
two  around  the  place  in  which  you  intend  to  fish, 
as  it  sinks  very  slowly,  and  will  attract  and  start 
the  fish  feeding.  Afterwards,  it  is  best  to  use 
the  ground-bait  as  in  river  fishing,  but  in  smaller 
quantities,  so  as  to  be  sure  it  sinks  in  the  desired 
position  and  does  not  disturb  the  fish. 

Ordinary  rice  boiled  without  salt  is  extremely 
good  for  baiting  up  pitches,  but,  as  it  is  very  filling, 
should  be  used  sparingly,  and,  if  possible,  twenty- 
four  hours  before  one  intends  to  fish. 

Now,  having  touched  lightly  on  the  whole  subject 
of  angling  with  pastes,  I  will  conclude  with  an 
earnest  request  to  all  who  may  read  this  article  to 
carefully  note  what  I  have  written  re  being  clean 
in  both  the  mixing  and  using  pastes  and  ground- 
baits,  and  also  trust  that  you  may  profit  and  be 
enabled  to  enjoy  better  sport  by  perusing  the  same. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  CANADA. 


{Continued  from  page  4,'>.)  \ 

Some  of  the  dainty  salmon  rods  now  used  upon 
Canadian  rivers  are  no  larger  or  longer  than  many 
that  are  used  in  heavy  trout  fishing.    I  have  in 
my  possession  an  English  greenheart  rod  of  four  ^ 
joints,  by  a  famous  London  maker,  which  was 
employed  by  a  noted  Philadelphia  angler  some  . 
forty  years  ago  upon  a  north  shore  river,  and  which  ' 
weighs,  without  the  reel,  four  and  a  quarter  pounds. 
Its  length  is  over  twenty-three  feet.  Discarding 
the  two  lower  joints,  and  substituting  therefor  one 
short  butt  made  to  fit  on  to  the  joint  next  the  tip, 
it  is  still  quite  long  enough  and  quite  heavy  enough 
for  my  use.    Most  Englishmen  fishing  salmon,  and 
a  large  proportion  of  Canadians  as  well,  still  use 
greenheart  rods,  though  of  very  much  lighter  weight 
and  very  much  shorter  than  the  old  style  tools. 
The  American  split-cane  rod  for  salmon  is  that 
used  by  most  American  anglers,  and  some  Oanadians 
have  adopted  it  as  well.    It  is  certainly  very  much 
less  tiring  to  cast  with,  and  does  much  better  work 
in  recovering  a  long  line  and  in  forcing  a  heavy  fish 
than  one  would  at  first  suppose,  though  for  rapid, 
heavy  work,  especially  in  rivers  where  it  is  necessary 
to  use  considerable  force  to  prevent  the  fish  from 
attempting  to  seek  dangerous  localities  to  the 
angler's  tackle  when  hooked,  I  prefer  a  somewhat 
heavier  and  stouter  weapon.    Under  such  circum- 
stances, a  rod  weighing  twenty  to  twenty-two  ounces, 
and  seventeen  to  eighteen  feet  long  is,  in  such 
circumstances,  none  too  heavy  for  me.    In  the 
Newfoundland  rivers,  where  the  fish  run  compara- 
tively small,  and  even  in  rivers  like  the  Moisie, 
where,  although  they  run  very  large,  they  can  be 
always  safely  followed  in  a  canoe,  I  have  much 
enjoyed  killing  salmon  upon  the  lightest  of  rods, 
but  wherever  there  is  much  wild  water,  as  in  the 
Trinity  on  the  north  shore,  the  Eternity,  which  1 
runs  into  the  Saguenay,  and  in  some  of  the  south  1 
shore  streams  which  might  be  mentioned,  it  is  wise  j 
to  use  a  rod  that  can  be  made  to  force  a  strong 
fish  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  the  salvation  of  the  , 
tackle  to  do  so.    The  reel  for  salmon  fishing  must  < 
hold  at  least  a  hundred  yards  of  line,  and  more  if  ■ 
possible.    The  casting  line  should  be  as  good  as 
money  can  buy,  and  should  be  able  to  stand  a 
strain  of  ten  pounds  dead  weight.    The  names  of  i 
the  principal  salmon  flies  are  known  to  all  familiar  j 
with  the  literature  of  angling.    Canadian  rivers  are  j 
no  exception  to  the  rule  that  standard  varieties  are  j 
the  most  reliable.    When  the  salmon  would  rise  at 
all,  I  have  usually  found  that  they  would  take  ' 
either  the  Jock  Scott,  the  Silver  Doctor,  or  the  Black 
Dose,  no  matter  how  many  others  were  tried.  | 
Space  will  not  permit  the  publication  here  of  a  l 
treatise  upon  the  art  of  salmon  fishing,  but  the 
novice  will  not  resent  a  few  hints  upon  and  one  or 
two  illustrations  of  the  fascinating  nature  of  the 
sport.    It  is  always  well  to  remember  that  salmon 
usually  lie  in  very  clear  water,  and  can  often  be 
plainly  seen  lying  in  the  pools  in  which  they  are 
fished.    It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  consequence 
that  the  pools  should  be  carefully  approached,  so 
as  to  avoid  alarming  the  fish.    In  fact,  I  know  of 
one  river  where  the  best  pool  must  be  approached 
almost  in  a  crawling  position  in  order  to  escape  | 
being  seen  by  the  fish.    The  size  of  the  fly  to  be  ( 
used  depends  largely  upon  the  condition  of  the 
water  and  weather.    The  fly  is  usually  allowed  to 
sink  a  little  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  to 
float  adown  and  partly  across  the  pool.  Sometimes 
the  fish  takes  the  fly  with  a  rush,  but  very  often 
there  is  observed  just  a  steady  tension  upon  the 
line  for  a  moment  or  two  before  the  display  of 
pyrotechnics  commences.    It  is  just  at  this  stage 
that  the  novice  may  make  one  of  two  very  serious 
mistakes,  especially  if  he  be  a  seasoned  trout  fisher- 
man.   He  may  grasp  the  line  together  with  the 
rod  in  his  hand,  as  I  once  saw  a  friend  do  with  his 
first  salmon,  and  it  was  not  his  for  even  a  moment 
longer.    The  salmon  started  to  run,  and  something 
had  to  give.   It  was  the  casting  line.   Others,  while 
recalling  the  warning  not  to  touch  the  line  at  all 
with  the  hand,  cannot  resist  the  habit  of  striking 
against  the  fish  when  they  have  a  rise.    This  is  all 
right  in  trout  fishing,  but  in  the  case  of  salmon  it 
not  infrequently  drags  the  fly  from  the  mouth  of 
the  fish  before  the  hook  has  been  felt.    The  move- 
ment of  the  fish  which  is  certain  to  occur  very 
soon  after  the  rise,  if  not  immediately,  drives  the 
hook  into  its  mouth  without  any  action  on  the  part 
of  the  angler.    When  the  fish  has  felt  the  hook  the 
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fun  commences.  It  may  immediately  leap  high  in 
the  air.  More  often  it  first  runs  out  a  long  piece 
of  line,  sometimes  halting  for  a  second  or  two,  and 
then  starting  off  again.  The  hundred  yards  or 
more  upon  the  angler's  reel  may  not  be  nearly 
enough  for  its  runs,  and  the  fisherman  may  have 
to  follow  his  fish  quite  a  distance  to  prevent  the 
break  of  his  liue,  especially  if  the  salmon  be  strong 
and  heavy  and  not  easy  to  lead  or  turn.  A  canoe 
may  be  at  hand  and  the  water  suitable  for  it,  or 
it  may  be  that  the  angler  has  to  follow  the  fish 
through  the  water,  wading  it  as  best  he  can,  pro- 
viding the  banks  are  not  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
The  fish  will  often  try  hard  to  get  the  slack  of  the 
line,  and  some  ingenuity  is  necessary  to  prevent 
this.  Line  should  be  taken  in  whenever  there  is 
any  yield  on  the  part  of  the  fish,  and  given  out 
again  as  grudgingly  as  possible.    When  the  strain 


time  it  took  the  fly.  I  saw  another  American 
friend  take  three  hours  to  kill  a  thirty-one  pound 
fish  in  one  of  the  Gaspe  rivers.  The  latter  put 
very  little  pressure  upon  his  fish,  however,  it  being 
one  of  the  first  played  by  him,  and  he  was  naturally 
very  anxious  not  to  lose  it.  It  was,  besides,  a  foul- 
hooked  fish,  being  caught  near  the  adipose  fin. 
Even  at  the  end  of  the  three  hours,  the  Indian  who 
gaffed  the  fish  waded  forty  feet  into  the  water, 
and  secured  it  in  three  feet  of  water.  It  seemed  to 
me  at  the  time  that  three  hours  was  too  much  time 
to  spend  over  one  salmon,  but  even  with  a  rod  over 
thirty  ounces  in  weight  I  have  spent  close  upon 
two  hours  in  killing  a  foul-hooked  fish  of  thirty-six 
pounds,  and  over  an  hour  and  a  half  in  bringing  to 
gaff  one  of  twenty -five  pounds. 

The  uncertainty  of  salmon  fishing  is  proverbial. 
While  forty  fish  a  day  to  a  single  rod  has 


ever  more  valiaitly  struggled  to  pass  the  winning 
post  than  this  salmon  did  to  return  U)  his  salt-water 
home,  when  fiuding  himself  impaled  by  the  barb 
concealed  in  the  grey  deceit  which  had  lured  him 
to  his  doom  ?  Only  the  foresight  of  my  half-breed 
guides  in  having  the  canoe  ready  to  receive  me  at 
the  foot  of  the  pool  enabled  me  to  save  both  fish 
and  tackle,  for  from  the  moment  that  he  felt  the 
hook  he  never  paused  in  his  mad  rush  for  the  sea 
until  he  had  led  us  a  chase  of  nearly  half  a  mile. — 
E.  T.  D.  Chambers  in  Itod  and  Gun  in  Canada. 


BROWN  TROUT  CAUGHT  IN 
NEW  ZEALAND. 

Mr.  W.  a.  Willes  sends  me  the  following:  — 
"  A  friend  of  mine  sent  me  a  photo  of  two  fine 
trout  caught  in  the  Nelson  province  of  that  colony. 
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On  the  fish  grows  tiresome,  he  will  frequently  leap 
out  of  the  water,  often  several  times  in  succession, 
in  the  endeavour  to  free  himself  of  the  hook.  As 
the  rod  is  then  liable  to  spring  up  somewhat 
towards  the  tip,  it  should  be  lightly  lowered  as  the 
fish  falls  back  into  the  water,  to  avoid  too  great  a 
strain  upon  the  tackle  or  the  mouth  of  the  salmon, 
from  which  otherwise,  even  if  the  tackle  holds 
good,  the  hook  might  be  torn  out.  This  has  been 
called  making  an  obeisance  to  the  fishj  But  it 
must  not  be  low  enough  to  give  the  slack  of  the 
line  too  much.  These  leaps  and  runs  gradually 
tire  out  the  fish,  though  often  it  will  attempt  to 
get  down  in  deep  water  to  regain  its  strength, 
remaining  there  to  sulk  and  rest,  despite  every 
effort  of  the  fisherman  to  rouse  it  to  activity  again. 

Some  salmon  come  to  the  gaff  much  more  quickly 
than  others  I  have  seen  a  Boston  angler  kill  a 
thirty-three  pound  salmon  in  ten  minutes  from  the 


New  Zealand  Brown  Trout  Cadght  on  Fly. 
upper  fish  is  a  female,  2Ilb. ;  the  lower  a  male,  2i 

undoubtedly  been  made  more  thaii  Odce  In  Canadian 
salmon  waters,  an  average  of  one  or  two  per  day 
fully  satisfies  most  reasonable  anglers,  three,  four 
and  five  in  any  one  day  is  considered  excellent 
fishing,  and  sometimes  there  are  several  blank  days 
in  succession,  some  anglers  having  been  known  to 
whip  the  water  faithfully  for  ten  days  and  even  a 
fortnight  at  a  time  without  securing  a  single  fish, 
and  this  in  rivers,  like  the  Bestigouche  and  the 
Ste.  Marguerite,  known  to  abound  in  salmon. 
Three  fish,  weighing  respectively  fifteen,  thirteen 
and  seventeen  pounds,  killed  one  morning  before 
breakfast,  on  the  Trinity  river,  north  of  the  Gulf, 
in  the  summer  of  1897,  are  a  memory  of  the  most 
enjoyable  hour  and  three  quarters  of  sport  with 
rod  and  line  in  a  good  many  years  of  angling. 
What  burnished  silver  could  flash  and  dazzle  in  the 
sunlight  with  the  opalescent  hues  of  the  smallest  of 
the  trio,  fresh  from  the  sea,  and  what  racehorse 


)ilb. 

They  ate  such  fine  specimens  that  I  think  them 
worthy  of  reproduction  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
They  weighed  20|lb.  and  21  lb.  respectively,  and 
were  caught  with  fly."  ^- 


TROUTING  IN  JULY  ON  THE  DON. 


The  Dee  for  fish  and  tiee. 
The  Don  for  bora  and  corn. 
So  says  Thomas  the  Rhymer  of  the  two  sister 
streams  which  occupy  the  most  prominent  position 
in  north-east  of  Scotland,  draining  the  half  of  the 
county  of  Aberdeen,  and  debouching  into  the 
North  Sea  within  a  mile  of  each  other's  mouths. 
From  the  mouth  of  the  one  to  the  mouth  of  the 
other  is  a  smart  twenty  minutes'  walk,  and  in  a 
short  time  now  a  beautiful  drive  will  connect  them 
along  the  Aberdeen  beach— one  of  the  finest  in 
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Scotland,  and  growing  yearly  in  popularity  as  a 
summer  resort. 

But  while  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  with 
Colonel  Wyndham,  was  busy  whipping  the  Balmoral 
waters  for  the  chance  of  a  salmon  or  early  grilse, 
we  chose  a  week  on  the  Don  for  the  certainty  of 
its  trout.  The  Dee  certainly  beats  the  Don  for 
)  salmon  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  but  then  the 
Don  has  not  had  even  a  look  in  during  the  past 
twenty  years  of  pollution  and  water  abstraction 
for  mill  purposes.  The  matter  is  sub  judicc  just 
now  between  the  Earl  of  Kintore  and  the  Messrs. 
Piries,  meantime  the  "  poor  old  Don "  suffers  as 
far  as  its  salmon  are  concerned,  although,  with  the 
exception  of  the  paper  works  at  Inverurie,  its 
trouting  waters  are  free  from  any  molestation,  and 
the  best  of  them  are  found  above  the  mills. 

The  Dee  drains  a  valley  rich  in  mountain 
scenery,  deer  forests,  and  grouse  moors.  The  best 
pines  come  from  Deeside,  Glentaner,  and  the  best 
salmon  for  quality,  colour,  and  shape  are  also 
found  in  its  waters ;  while  the  Don,  on  the  other 
hand,  flows  through  a  rich  alluvial  country, 
producing  the  fine  Aberdeenshire  beef  and  some  of 
the  heaviest  oats  and  other  cereals  to  be  found  in 
the  north.  So  Thomas  the  Rhymer  was  light,  in  a 
sense,  although  he  did  the  Don  an  injury  in  not 
mentioning  its  trout;  but  in  Thomas'  day  trout 
were  not  so  much  thought  of,  and  if  a  crofter 
wanted  a  fry  he  seldom  took  his  rod,  but  more 
often  his  net  to  the  stream,  and  there  helped  him- 
self, and  thought  himself  quite  entitled  to  do  so. 
"The  land  and  the  fulness  thereof  is  the  Lord's 
(or  laird's) ;  but  whose  is  the  water  ?  "  This  was 
the  universal  text,  and  even  yet  the  spirit  of  it 
lives,  and  in  some  places  the  net  too — not  in  the 
hands  of  poachers,  but  respectable  crofters  and 
shepherds. 

The  Don  produces  the  earliest  yellow  or  brown 
trout  to  be  found  anywhere.  It  also  holds  some  of 
the  largest  fish,  with  the  exception  probably  of 
some  parts  of  the  Deveron,  where  equal  sizes  may 
be  found.  May  and  June  are  the  best  months  for 
the  fly,  and  J^jly  and  August  for  clear  water 
worming  and  evening  fly  fishing.  It  was  the  latter 
game  that  was  our  special  attraction  last  week. 

For  ways  that  are  dark  and  tricks  that  are  vain, 
the  brown  trout  is  peculiar.  Without  mentioning 
the  waters  in  detail,  our  first  night  was  a  grand 
success  with  the  Black  Hackle.  We  had  sixteen 
trout  between  8  o'clock  and  10.30  p.m.,  two  and  a 
half  hours'  angling.  Business  and  trains  kept  us 
to  the  two  and  a  half  hours'  limit.  The  round  of 
the  clock  would  have  been  too  small  it  we  had 
been  free,  but  stern  duty  forbade,  and  our  limited 
time  had  to  be  made  the  most  of.  The  Black 
Gnat  is  a  special  favourite  fly  just  as  the  sun  is 
sinking  in  the  west,  and  we  seldom  fish  without  it, 
especially  on  a  dull,  darkish  night.  The  Black 
Spider  answers  equally  well,  and  the  Priest  (Black 
Doctor)  is  also  a  good  variation. 

On  the  second  night  we  moved  to  fresh  fields 
and  pastures  new.  Strange  it  was  Greenwell's 
Glory  and  the  Red  Quill  that  divided  the  honours  ; 
with  the  one  we  killed  a  -toz.  trout  and  with  the 
other  a  3f-pounder. 

They  lay  in  beauty  side  by  side. 
They  filled  one  creel  with  glee. 

We  got  hung  up  so  often  with  weed  and  bank  grass 
that  the  wonder  and  surprise  now  is  that  such  a 
magnificent  and  above  average  fish  ever  reached 
the  net. 

On  Wednesday  (July  12)  the  Kintore  Burgh 
waters,  which  are  open  to  the  public  for  a  small 
fee,  claimed  our  attention,  but  from  the  private 
water  opposite.  The  Red  Quill  was  the  fly.  In 
fact  this  is  peculiarly  the  Don  fly ;  it  is  the  most 
popular.  We  had  six  fish  weighing  about  as  many 
pounds,  and  motored  to  and  from  the  water,  so 
that  our  time  limit  was  in  our  own  hands.  On 
Thursday  (July  13)  we  were  out  of  it,  with  a  fog, 
and  only  got  one  fish  ;  but  on  Friday  (July  14)  this 
was  fully  allowed  for  when  we  had  two  of  2ilb., 
two  of  IJlb.,  two  of  about  |lb.  each,  and  several 
lost  and  returned,  all  to  the  Coachman,  Black 
ilackle,  and  Red  Quill.  The  Grannom  was  on  the 
water,  but  although  we  tried  it  where  the  fish  were 
rising  thickest,  the  fish  preferred  the  imitation  of 
another.  Give  one  two  hours  of  an  evening,  not 
midnight,  on  the  Don  in  July  or  August,  one  needs 
no  more  to  call  life  blessed  and  forget  all  that  is 
otherwise.  q  jyj  Mackay. 


WITH  THE  CKEEPEB  AT 
INGLETON. 

During  the  last  few  days  of  May  I  was  enjoying 
the  beauties  and  parade  of  a  somewhat  late  spring 
at  Ingleton.  Like  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis  I 
have  to  complain  that  when  I  do  take  a  little  trip 
from  home  on  a  special  fishing  excursion  the  con- 
ditions have  a  most  objectionable  habit  of  making 
themselves  disagreeable.  As  the  Londoner  would 
say,  "  It's  not  exactly  what  he  says,  but  the  nawsty 
way  he  says  it."  In  like  manner,  though  the  skies 
be  fair,  the  wind  goes  wrong,  and  east-by-north, 
with  north-by-east  for  a  change,  is  usually  the 
quarter  selected. 

The  temperature  was  very  low  for  the  date,  and 
the  breeze  decidedly  fresh,  dead  down  stream. 
Under  the  circumstances  it  was  not  to  be  expected 


J'liiito  hj/]  iK-  K'-  llanimu. 

On  the  Greta. 


that  much  damage  would  result  to  the  Ingleton 
Angling  Association's  ''■  finny  denizens."  One 
morning  I  had  tried  them  at  six  o'clock,  but  the 
whole  aspect  of  Nature  was  so  cheerless  that  I 
soon  returned  to  comfortable  quarters  and  good 
cheer  at  Mr.  Davidson's  pleasant  house.  Later  in 
the  day  I  resumed,  but  when  it  is  remembered 
there  had  been  no  rain  to  speak  of  for  three  weeks 
it  will  be  understood  that  the  becks  were  very 
thin  indeed.  After  capturing  a  brace  with  the 
creeper,  I  substituted  bird-nesting.  Maxwellton's 
braes  were  bonnie,  we  have  often  been  told,  and 
Greta's  banks  were  passing  fair,  with  their  festoons 
of  primroses,  violets,  wild  hyacinths,  and  all  the 
rest.  A  faint  perfume,  waiting  to  be  developed 
so  soon  as  the  wind  should  get  into  a  fishing 
quarter,  and  out  of  the  hated  east,  lulled  the 
tired  senses  into  a  sensuous  sense  of  ease,  but 
'twas  no  fishing.  One  more  day  only  resulted  in  a 
poor  single,  which,  by  virtue  of  its  loneliness,  looked 


Pliui.'      I  •  \K.  J:.  Harrison. 

Geokge  Davidson. 
(Many  years  secretary  of  the  Ingleton  Angling  Association.) 


to  one's  eyes  very  beautiful.  As  the  nightingale, 
having  the  field  to  himself,  is  admitted  to  be  the 
champion  vocalist  amongst  birds,  so  that  last  day's 
trout  was  glorified  into  a  resplendent  creature. 

I  carried  along  a  Brownie  camera,  and  effected 
several  little  sketches,  two  of  which  are  herewith 
reproduced.  A  word  of  explanation  as  to  Mr. 
Davidson's  appearance  may  be  necessary.  He 
was,  at  the  time  I  "snapped"  him,  engaged  on 
some  writing,  hence  his  absorbed  attitude. 

The  Ingleton  Angling  Association  are,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  not  well  advised  in  having 
advanced  the  price  of  day  tickets  to  Is.  6d.,  and 
the  season  ones  to  7s.  fid.  Those  for  a  fortnight 
are  3s.  fid.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  good  "  head  " 
of  fish  in  the  waters,  but  the  prices  look  a  bit  stiff. 
And  to  the  man  who  fishes,  as  the  other  fellow 
hunted,  for  air  and  exercise,  commend  me  to 
Ingleton  amongst  the  hills.        £.  E.  Habbison. 


TEOUTING  ON  THE  TEME. 


LEADING  LESSONS  AND  LOCALITIES. 


There  are  few  rivers  in  England  of  greater  fly- 
fishing excellence  than  the  Teme,  which  rises  in  the 
hills  of  the  Forest  of  Clun,  above  Knucklas,  which 
is  above  Knighton.  Owing  to  the  geological 
structure  of  its  bed  and  banks,  and  to  the  general 
character  and  temperature  of  its  course  and  flow, 
it  is  well  stocked  with  large  grayling,  which  are 
annually  increasing ;  with  these  fascinating  fish, 
however,  we  have  now  nothing  to  do. 

But  besides  the  stretches  of  water,  flowing 
placidly  over  red  ledges,  beloved  of  the  grayling, 
the  Teme  abounds  in  "fords,"  or  '"stickles,"  and 
other  tumultuous  lengths,  which  harbour  numerous 
trout;  the  said  fario,  owing  to  the  abundance  of 
surface  and  subaqueous  food,  often  running  very 
large.  '-Numerous,"  I  say,  that  i-s  comparatively  ; 
for  the  stock  of  Teme  trout  is  decreasing,  from 
various  causes — pollution,  poaching,  legitimate  de- 
pletion, and  the  ravages  of  various  birds  ;  but  not 
necessarily  on  account  of  the  grayling,  as  the  late 
Mr.  Francis  Francis  and  other  authorities  have 
pointed  out. 

Often  sufficiently  open  for  the  angler  to  approach, 
the  banks  of  the  river  are,  nevertheless,  freely 
bushed  in  many  places,  particularly  with  the  Alder, 
whence  the  popularity  and  success  of  the  Alder  Fly, 
locally  "  Orl."  This  lure  is  for  summer  use ;  the 
"  Orles  "  are  not  in  full  leaf  before  the  middle  of  May. 
The  banks  of  the  Teme,  too,  are  often  high  and 
precipitous.  Wading  is  necessary  ;  and  this  opera- 
tion has  to  be  conducted  with  caution,  particularly 
when  the  stream  is  big,  because  the  slabs,  or  shelves, 
abruptly  terminate,  insomuch  that  the  angler  is  apt 
to  step  from  two  or  three  feet  of  water  into  as  many 
yards. 

The  upper  waters  of  the  Teme,  where  the  young 
and  robust  river  rushes  noisily  amongst  boulders, 
abounds  in  good  fish  ;  but  those  upper  waters  are 
largely  preserved  and  reserved  by  those  who  elect 
to  do  all  the  fishing  themselves.  Thus,  the 
wanderer  is  barred  at  Knighton,  Bucknall,  and 
Leintwardine.  At  the  last-mentioned  place  is  a 
most  exclusive  and  aristocratic  angling  club,  the 
members  of  which  achieve  such  success  with  trout 
and  grayling  as  is  given  to  few  men  in  these  islands 
at  the  present  time.  I  am  not  quite  sure  about 
Knighton,  where  I  have  loosely  been  told  the  land- 
lord of  the  inn  controls  a  pretty  piece  of  water.  As 
for  glorious  Leintwardine,  it  may  or  may  not  be 
some  satisfaction  to  the  errant  angler  to  know  that 
there  is  here  100  yards  of  free  and  fairly  good  water 
below  the  bridge. 

Passing  down  stream,  we  come  to  Downton  Castle 
(lovely  fishing — let  to  a  Liverpool  manufacturer,  I 
believe),  and  to  Hopton  Heath  (London  and  North 
Western  Railway),  where  is  the  tributary  and 
troutful  Clun.  Here,  permission  to  fish  is  often  to 
be  obtained.  Lower  still,  on  Teme  and  Onny, 
is  Bromfield;  Lord  Windsor  often  giving  leave. 
Ludlow  racecourse  is  here.    Ludlow  is  at  hand. 

Historic,  picturesque,  delightful  old-world  Ludlow 
is  disappointing  from  the  angling  standpoint.  The 
ancient  Feathers,  which  Yankees  come  from 
America  to  gloat  over,  used  to  control  a  mile  or 
more  of  capital  fishing.  The  present  management, 
however,  can  do  nothing  for  the  angler.  The 
Angel  has  recently  acquired  some  water,  I  believe. 
A  fisherman  staying  a  few  days  at  or  near  Ludlow 
could  get  some  sport.  Onny,  Corve,  and  Led- 
wyche,  neighbouring  affluents  of  the  Teme,  are 
all  accessible  for  a  day's  trouting,  by  permission, 
usually  granted,  from  the  riparian  owners — Lord 
Windsor,  Sir  William  Curtis,  Mr.  AUcroft,  and 
others;  and,  as  regards  the  Corve,  from  certain 
occupiers  of  land,  especially  one  near  Stanton 
Lacey.  Both  Corve  and  Ledwyche  are  badly 
bushed,  and  are  "  wormy  "  in  character.  The  host 
of  the  Stokesay  Hotel,  at  Craven  Arms,  not  far 
from  the  station,  has  a  nice  length  of  the  Onny. 
He  is  himself  a  clever  fisherman,  the  inventor  of  a 
fly,  and  able  to  put  one  in  the  way  of  finding  and 
killing  trout.  This  small,  new  hotel  is  highly  to  be 
recommended. 

From  Ludlow  almost  to  Tenbury— six  or  eight 
miles  of  grand  water — it  is  hopeless  for  the  stranger 
to  hope  to  obtain  permission  to  fish  (with  one  slight 
exception,  to  be  mentioned  in  the  next  few  lines). 
This  splendid  length  is  in  the  hands  of  some  half- 
dozen  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  are 
very  keen  and  skilful  tly-fishers.    At  Woofferton 
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(Great  Western  Railway),  about  midway  between 
Ludlow  and  Tenbury,  is  the  Salwey  Arms,  close 
to  the  station.  Here  the  landlord  is  occafioriaUi/ 
enabled  to  obtain  a  day's  capital  sport  for  one 
staying  at  the  hotel  in  question. 

Thus  we  come  to  Tenbury,  a  sweet  little  old 
townlet,  in  the  midst  of  orchards,  hopyards,  and 
all  manner  of  rural,  sylvian,  and  riparian  beauty. 
Down  here  the  river  is  wide,  and,  generally,  fluent. 
It  is  liable  to  floods  (which  have  been  known,  Teme 
joining  Kyre  brook,  to  inundate  the  town),  when  it 
becomes  turgid  and  turbid  and  unfishable  ;  and  it  is 
a  feature  of  the  Teme  that,  once  in  spate,  it  is  slow 
to  fine  and  run  down. 

Visitors  to  the  Swan  Hotel,  not  far  from  the 
station,  may  be  able  to  obtain  one  of  the  limited 
weekly  or  monthly  tickets  to  fish  the  water  of 
the  Tenbury  Angling  Association,  which  controls 
the  river  from  Tenbury  Bridge  to  Rochford  Ford. 
The  fishing  is  good,  and  the  water  is  not  mach 
patronised  by  visitors.  Below  Tenbury,  at  Newn- 
ham  Bridge  (where  the  excellent  Rea  comes  in), 
is  the  Talbot,  the  landlord  of  which  used  to  be 
able  to  grant  permission  both  for  Teme  and  Rea, 
but  the  charming  hostelry  has  changed  hands, 
and,  I  believe,  the  angling  privileges  once  attached 
to  it  have  reverted  into  the  hands  of  the  riparian 
proprietor. 

It  is  delightful  to  be  at  Tenbury  when  the  fruit 
is  ripe  and  the  hops  are  being  picked ;  when,  the 
trout  going  out  and  the  grayling  coming  in,  you 
can  shoot  at  the  pigeon  and  haply  kill  the  crow,  so 
to  speak  ;  but,  as  on  most  rivers,  Teme  trouting 
is  best  in  spring — in  March,  April,  and  May  (a 
flowery  period  in  a  nobly  floral  district,  illumined 
with  cherry  and  other  bloom)— though,  fishing  in 
the  gloaming,  I  have  killed  real  "  whoppers  " — 21b., 
over  and  under — in  July  and  August. 

Should  you  visit  Tenbury  and  unhappily  find 
the  river  rushing  and  roaring  under  the  bridge  — 
not  pea-soupy,  but  far  too  voluminous  and  some- 
what discoloured — you  might  get  a  day  on  a  longish 
stretch  of  the  lower  waters  of  the  Ledwyche,  by 
taking  the  train  to  Easton  Court,  the  next  station 
upwards.  Then  the  stream  lies  a  mile  or  more  to 
the  northwards,  the  route  lying  through  the  park 
at  the  Court.  Permission  to  fish  this  length  would 
probably  be  granted  by  the  Devonshire  gentleman 
occupying  the  land.  He  lives  in  Tenbury,  and 
could  be  unearthed  readily  through  the  assistance 
of  the  landlord  of  the  Swan,  or  of  the  tackleist 
just  over  the  bridge. 

Tenbury,  Easton  Court,  and  Newnham  Bridge 
are  contiguous  stations  on  the  Great  Western  line 
from  Bewdley  to  Woofferton  Junction. 

Some  miles  down  the  water  from  Newnham 
Bridge  one  conies  to  Knightwick,  where,  at  the 
Talbot,  one  can  have  between  two  and  three  miles 
of  good  trouting.  Below  that,  again,  is  Leigh  Court, 
and  the  capital  water  of  the  Malvern  Angling 
Association,  which  extends  to  Powick.  Finally,  at 
Bransford,  the  river  is  preserved  by  the  Bransford 
Angling  Society.- 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  minnow  cannot  be 
used  at  Tenbury  until  after  a  certain  date — some 
time  in  July,  I  believe.  Here,  minnow-spinners 
often  take  very  large  trout.  I  never  use  the 
minnow — do  not  possess  one^but  I  know  those 
that  do ;  wherefore,  I  give  this  information.  Last 
summer  I  saw  a  specimen,  newly  taken  by  the 
method  in  question.  It  scaled  nearly  61b.,  but  was 
long,  lank,  and  ugly.  No  doubt  it  was  best  dead. 
In  the  neighbourhood  there  are  several  useful  but 
badly- bushed  brooks,  and  some  lakes  and  ponds. 
For  all  these,  permission  to  angle  is  occasionally 
obtainable  from  owners  and  occupiers  of  land. 

Never  forget  that  Teme  contains  big  trout. 
"  Fine  and  far  off  "  is  all  very  well,  but  get  as  near 
to  your  fish  (below)  as  you  can,  and,  though  you 
must  use  fairly  delicate  tackle,  take  care  that  some 
monster  does  not  break  you — as  I  have  been 
broken. 

Hies  for  March  and  April  include  the  following : 
March  Brown,  February  or  Early  Red,  Blue  Dun, 
Grannom,  Iron  Blue,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung,  and, 
if  warm  (for  evenings).  Hawthorn,  Dark  Owl, 
Mallard  Spinner  (a  Wye  favourite  and  conqueror), 
and  Coachman.  Later,  after  the  May  Fly  season, 
are  Alder,  Wickham,  Hoffland,  Greenwell's  Glory, 
and  the  various  duns  and  spinners. 

J.  R.  Roberts. 


A  FINE  roach  weighing  21b.  SJoz.  was  caught  in 
the  King's  Arms  water  at  Christchurch  on  Wednes- 
day, July  12. 


WITH  WORM  AND  MINNOW. 
A  WHITSUNTIDE  EXPERIENCE. 

{Continued  from  page  25.) 

Sturdy,  the  club's  keeper,  had  brought  us  a  nice 
lot  of  small  minnows  before  closing  time,  just  the 
thing  for  a  small  spinner,  for  in  such  a  low  con- 
dition of  water  nothing  large  was  of  any  use.  So 
when  we  commenced  again  in  the  morning  I  fished 
with  these,  and  on  one  flat  not  more  than  a  foot  in 
depth  I  killed  six  nice   trout  before  breakfast. 
There  was  a  bit  of  ripple  on  the  water,  and  by 
wading  very  cautiously  upstream  I  was  able  to 
approach  the  fish.    I  should  think  fully  a  score 
more  followed  the  minnow,  but  did  not  take  it. 
As  there  have  been  several   inquiries  since  my 
last  article  concerning  worm  fishing  in  clear  water,  I 
now  purpose  giving  a  few  hiots  on  the  subject. 
The  rod  that  I  always  use  for  both  clear  water 
minnow  and  worm  is  12  feet  in  length,  the  butt  and 
middle  joint  of  cane  and  the  top  greenheart,  the 
action  is  between  that  of  a  roach  rod  and  a  fly 
rod,  and  with  it  I  can  cast  a  worm  with  the  light- 
ness and  precision  of  a  fly  ;  in  the  case  of  worm  I 
use  my  ordinary  fly  reel  and  line,  with  minnow  a 
Nottingham  reel,  3-inch,  with  optional  check  and 
line  guard.    Coxon's  "  Aerial "  reel  is  also  excellent 
for  this  purpose.    For  worm  fishing  I  use  a  three- 
yard  cast  made  from  the  very  best  drawn  gut, 
carefully   tapered   from  Ix  to  4x ;  sometimes  in 
very  low,  clear  water  I  put  on  as  a  point  16  inches 
of  5x  gut.     To  this  attach  a  couple  of  No.  2 
(Kendal   scale)   hooks,   either  plain    hooks  tied 
on  with  crimson  silk  or  those  vrith  straight  eyes. 
Unless  there  is  a  very  troublesome  downstream 
wind,   I   never    use    any  sinkers,   as   they  are 
apt  to  get  hung  up  in  any  obstruction,  such  as 
weeds  or  the  green  silky  moss  so  prevalent  in  June 
or  July,  which  are  the  best  months  for  this  style 
of  fishing.    And  now  about  the  worms.  Many 
anglers  prefer  brandlings,  but  I  seldom  use  them 
as  they  cannot  be  toughened  by  scouring  in  moss, 
and  are  very  offensive  to  handle  owing  to  the 
yellow  fluid  that  they  exude.    Maiden  dew  worms, 
about  2J  inches  in  length,  well  scoured  in  fresh 
damp  moss  for  three  days  before  use,  are  the 
best,  or  else  marsh  worms,  but  the  former  are  my 
favourites,  and  I  have  had  forty  years'  experience 
of  this  fascinating  art.    A  gross  is  about  enough 
for  a  day's  fishing,  but  sometimes  on  such  rivers 
as  the  Yore  and  Eden  the  salmon-smolts  are  very 
troublesome,  so  I  generally  carry  a  second  reserve 
bag  in  my  wooden  creel.    It  is  almost  impossible 
to  fish  upstream  worm  without  wading,  and  even 
then  it  is  often  necessary  to  stoop  when  fishing 
in  very  thin  water,  as  if  standing  up  the  quick- 
eyed  trout  see  you  as  soon  as  the  bait  and 
scuttle  away,  frightening  others  as  they  go.  When 
stooping,  it  is  as  well  to  cast  as  much  sideways 
as  possible,  and  whatever  you   do  never  have 
any  slack  line.    We  will  suppose  that  you  are 
going  to  fish  a  long  stretch  of  shallow,  broken  water 
such  as  are  frequent  on  such  rivers  as  the  Yore, 
Wharfe,  and  Eden,  which  are  my  three  favourites. 
Enter  the  stream  at  the  extreme  end,  and  make  as 
little  commotion  as  possible;  try  tirst  of  all  the 
bar  of  gravel  over  which  the  stream  flows  into  the 
deep  pool  at  the  head  of  which  you  are  standing, 
wading  cautiously  upstream,  fish  every  inch  of 
water  at  your  side  extending  outwards  for  a  couple 
of  yards  ;  if  the  sun  is  very  strong  it  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  watch  your  three-yard  gut  cast,  so  fix 
your  eyes  where  it  joins  the  reel  line;  some  anglers 
fasten  an  inch  of  match -stalk  to  the  middle  of  the 
cast,  but  I  have  never  found  it  necessary  to  do  so. 
With  a  r2ft.  rod  use  about  the  length  and  a  half 
of  that  distance  from  you  in  line,  gradually  raising 
the  point  of  your  rod  without  causing  any  drag  on 
your  line,  but  allowing  the  worm  to  trundle  down 
over  the  gravel  in  a  natural  way.     By  the  way,  to 
bait  your  hooks  properly  insert  the  top  hook  say 
J-inch  below  the  head  of  the  worm,  then  take  a  turn 
of  it  round  your  gut  and  fix  the  bottom  one  half  an 
inch  above  the  end  of  its  tail,  which  will  then  wriggle 
about  in  a  lively  and  tempting  manner  which  no 
hungry  trout  can  possibly  resist,  for  remember  that 
in  a  low  condition  of  the  water  worms  are  few  and 
far  between.    The  three  cardinal   points  in  this 
style  of  fishing  are  to  be  able  to  throw  your  worm 
with  accuracy  and  to  keep  out  of  sight ;  to  know 
from  close  observance  where  the  trout  lie,  and 
finally  to  detect  a  bite  on  the  instant ;  for  remember, 
if  you  wait  until  you  feel  your  fish,  it  is  ten  to  one 
you  lose  him.    Watch  your  line  intently,  and  on 


the  slightest  stoppage  raise  your  wrist  and  tighten 
up.  Sometimes  you  see  a  slight  curl  in  the  water, 
and  again  you  may  see  a  golden  side  turn  in  the 
crystal  tide ;  but  whatever  happens,  attend  to  it 
at  once.  There  is  a  sort  of  instinct  in  a  practised 
hand  which  denotes  that  a  fish  has  taken  your 
worm,  but  that  I  cannot  describe  more  than  saying 
that  such  is  the  case. 

There  are  other  two  tackles  besides  the  Pennell, 
or  two-hook  tackle,  that  I  have  described,  namely,  a 
single  No.  6  McKenzie  hook  and  the  Stewart,  or  three- 
hook  tackle,  but  the  Pennell  is  the  one  that  I  like  the 
best.  As  soon  as  ever  you  hook  your  fish,  put  on 
a  steady  wrist  pull  down  stream  at  once,  and  play 
the  fish  out  below  you  in  the  water  that  you  have 
already  fished.  Sometimes  a  strong  fish  will  defy 
your  efforts,  and  in  spite  of  all  your  endeavours  will 
head  upstream,  which  means  that  you  may  quit  that 
place  at  once.-  Do  not  neglect  to  cast  into  each 
little  pool  behind  a  sunken  boulder,  or  where 
the  stream  flows  past  a  fringe  of  willows,  or 
under  the  root  of  an  overhanging  tree,  for  in  such 
places  the  best  fish  are  often  to  be  found.  You 
cannot  be  out  too  early  on  a  bright  morning  in  June 
and  July,  for  that  is  the  very  best  time  of  the  day, 
and  then  again  in  the  evening  from  seven  o'clock 
until  dark.  It  is  the  best  plan  to  rest  awhile  during 
the  scorching  heat  of  the  day.  as  the  results  are  not 
as  a  rule  commensurate  with  the  hard  work  entailed 
upon  the  perspiring  angler.  I  often  see  men  actually 
wading  where  they  ought  to  be  catching  fish,  and 
these  are  the  ones  who  scorn  the  idea  of  clear  water 
worm  fishing  being  a  high  art,  but  it  is  all  the  same, 
and  often  ensures  a  heavy  basket  of  trout  when  no 
other  method  would  succeed.-  To  learn  more  about 
the  subject  than  I  can  give  in  the  short  space  of  an 
article  like  this  I  can  only  recommend  my  readers 
to  study  carefully  Mr.  Stewart's  work,  "  The 
Practical  Angler,"  Mr.  W.  Henderson's  delightful 
book,  "  My  Life  as  an  Angler,"  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  s 
practical  essays  which  have  appeared  from  time  to 
time  in  this  journal.  It  was  through  the  latter 
that  I  first  learned  the  useful  wrinkle  of  adding  a 
couple  of  tiny  No.  10  box  swivels  to  your  cast, 
about  18  inches  apart,  and  on  flats  to  "spin  ■'  the 
worm  when  the  fish  are  shy.  From  experience  I 
can  testify  to  the  efficacy  of  this  simple  dodge. 
"  Dickey  "  Routledge,  the  Carlisle  professional,  was 
the  most  skilful  "  wormer  ''  that  I  ever  fished  with, 
but  it  was  Mr.  Tod  who  taught  him  the  swivel 
dodge,  same  as  in  my  own  case. 

Our  second  day  was  a  real  scorcher ;  perspiration 
literally  dripped  oii  me  as  I  waded  upstream  in 
the  blazing  sun,  but  here  and  there  I  kept  picking 
them  up,  chiefly  with  the  minnow.  In  a  sharp 
stream  which  ran  under  the  side  of  a  wood  a  big 
trout  of  about  21b.  came  out  from  behind  a  rock  at 
the  far  side,  and  in  a  most  tantalising  manner 
followed  the  bait  almost  to  my  feet;  he  was  so 
close  that  I  could  see  every  spot  on  him,  but  he 
caught  sight  of  me  and  retired  back  to  his  strong- 
hold. I  was  relating  the  incident  at  the  diimer- 
table  later  on,  when  G.  H.  remarked,  *'  Yes  ;  he 
had  good  reason  to  be  cautious,  for  he  broke  me 
yesterday."  He  had,  however,  in  his  creel  the  fish 
of  the  day,  a  lovely  well-fed  trout  of  lUb.  which  he 
lured  from  under  Mickley  Wier  with  the  worm. 
Nicholas  Green  had  also  got  one  or  two  big  chub 
with  the  minnow,  and  also  a  fair  basket  of  trout. 
Anyhow,  we  all  of  us  had  as  many  fish  as  we  could 
have  expected  under  such  unfavourable  circum- 
stances to  take  back  to  Leeds,  and  we  all  returned 
home  by  the  evening  train  excepting  "the  new- 
comer," who  was  going  to  spend  a  few  more  days 
in  the  district.  Halcyon. 


DyNAMiTiNO  A  Sa'xmon  Pool  in  Maine.  — 
From  Bangor,  Maine,  says  the  Sportsman^  a 
Review,  comes  the  announcement  that  recently  a 
mighty  (dynamite  explosion  in  the  Union  salmon 
pool  of  the  St.  Croix  river  caused  great  excite- 
ment among  the  fishermen  of  Calais  and  neigh- 
bouring towns,  not  only  becau=e  the  fishing  of 
the  best  salmon  pools  in  Washington  County 
is  menaced,  but  because  former  Jtf'ish  Warden 
Alheit  French  narrowly  escaped  death.  Mr. 
Fre.ich  was  fishing  in  the  pool  in  a  boat  when 
the  explosion  occurred.  His  boat  was  upset  and 
he  had  to  swim  ashore.  Great  numbers  of  salmon, 
killed  or  benumbed  by  the  shock,  were  seea  floating 
in  the  water  afterward.  Dynamiting  ia  fishing 
waters  is  punishable  by  a  severe  penalty,  and  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  learn  the  identity  of  the 
perpetrators  of  the  outrage.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  the  dynamite  was  exploded  by  electricity  for 
the  expre-8  purpose  of  killing  Mr.  French,  who  has 
made  many  enemies  among  the  poac'.iers. 
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ANGLING  AT  AEDARA. 


If  you  are  in  doubt  about  the  locale  of  your 
fishing  holiday  give  Ardara  a  trial;  if  you  have 
already  decided  on  some  other  place,  then  remem- 
ber Ardara  next  year ;  for  having  once  visited  it 
you  vrill  want  to  go  again,  and  you  will  regret  the 
past  delay  in  becoming  acquainted  with  this  little 


hereabout ;  there  are  some  lovely  drives  and 
walks,  and  some  mountains  to  climb,  from  the 
tops  of  which  magnificent  views  are  obtained. 
There  is  capital  sea-bathing,  and  the  coast  scenery 
is  grand.  The  ladies  will  be  much  interested  in 
a  local  industry — drawn  thread  work ;  and  Ardara 
is  also  a  great  and  busy  centre  for  the  production 
and  sale  of  the  famous  Donegal  homespuns  and 
tweeds,  Mr.  P.  McNeils  being  the  principal  merchant 


hotel — they  can,  however,  be  retained  by  the  angler 
on  payment  of  the  market  value  of  the  fish,  which 
is  generally  about  Is.  per  pound;  Fishing  on  the 
Owentocker  and  all  the  lakes  is  free.  A  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats — boat  and  boatman  are 
5s.  per  day.  There  are  competent  gillies  and  boat- 
men to  be  had.  The  fee  for  a  gillie  is  .3s.  per  day. 
There  is  not  much  expense  for  car  hire,  as  the 
fishing  mostly  lies  close  to  the  hotel.    A  rod  licenc* 
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Boyle's  Pool  on  the  Owenea  :  A  Sobe  Catch  foe  a  Salmon. 


\E.  ,9.  s 


Donegal  village,  and  the  excellent  salmon,  sea-trout, 
and  brown  trout  fishing  surrounding  it. 

The  route  to  Ardara  from  London  and  the  south 
is  viA  Dublin  and  the  G.N.  Ry.  (Ireland)  to 
Strabane ;  thence  by  Donegal  Light  Ry.  to  Glenties, 
and  by  car  (five  miles)  to  your  destination.  From 
the  Midlands  and  the  North  by  Mid.  Ry.  to  Belfast 
via  Heyaham,  and  the  G.N.  Ry.  (Ireland)  to 
Strabane ;  thence  by  Donegal  Ry.  to  Glenties  and 


in  the  district.  Altogether  Ardara  is  a  pleasant 
and  interesting  little  place  for  a  quiet  holiday. 
There  is  a  very  comfortable  hotel,  the  Nesbitt 
Arms,  where  Mrs.  McNeils  looks  after  the  comfort 
of  her  guests  admirably,  and  Dan  McNeils,  who  has 
charge  of  the  fishing  arrangements,  is  never  tired 
of  promoting  the  sport  of  visitors,  and  never  so 
happy  as  when  they  return  with  heavy  baskets. 
Visitors  to  the  hotel  have  the  privilege  of  fishing 


must  be  taken  out  for  salmon  and  sea-trout,  an^ 
this  costs  203.  If  you  have  been  fishing  elsewhere 
in  Ireland  your  licence  is  available  here  also. 

None  of  the  water  is  diflScult  to  fish,  and  as  the 
salmon  do  not  average  a  large  size — about  91b.  or 
101b. — you  need  not  labour  with  a  long  rod.  A 
fifteen-footer  is  about  the  thing,  and  let  your  reel 
line  and  cast  be  fine  in  proportion.  The  same 
advice  holds  good  for  the  sea-trout  fishing  and 


Paddy  Flynn's  Pool  on  the  Owenea:  Excellent  for  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout. 


[E.  S.  S. 


drive.  Or  you  may  travel  from  Belfast  to  London- 
derry, and  from  thence  by  Donegal  Light  Ry.  direct 
to  Glenties.  The  journey  on  the  Donegal  Ry.  is 
through  a  lovely  countryside,  and  when  Ardara  is 
reached  the  surroundings  are  very  beautiful,  how- 
beit  they  are  somewhat  wild.  The  village  is 
pleasantly  situated  on  the  Bay  of  Loughros  More, 
and  close  by  is  Loughros  Beg  Bay.  The  ordi- 
nary tourist  will  find  plenty  to  occupy  his  time 


two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Owenea,  a  good  salmon 
and  sea-trout  river,  about  six  miles  of  the  Owen- 
tocker, a  capital  brown  trout  river,  and  late  salmon 
and  sea-trout  river,  and  several  brown  trout  loughs 
on  which  hotel  boats  are  placed.  On  the  Owenea  a 
charge  is  made  of  7s.  6d.  per  day  for  salmon,  and  the 
angler  may  retain  all  the  fish  he  catches ;  or  you  may 
take  out  a  sea-trout  ticket,  which  is  5s.  per  day, 
but  in  this  case  any  salmon  caught  belong  to  the 


brown  trout  fishing,  fish  fine  and  your  basket  wil 
be  the  heavier  for  it.  Dan  McNeils  keeps  a  gooc 
selection  of  well-tied  salmon  flies  and  trout  flies 
and  sells  them  at  a  moderate  price.  If  you  prefei 
to  take  your  own  flies  then  include  Claret  Jay,  Joct 
Scott,  Silver  Doctor,  Fiery  Brown,  and  Thundei 
and  Lightning;  these  can  be  supplemented  b^ 
some  local  patterns.  Use  small  flies.  Good  troui 
flies  are,  Claret  and  Partridge,  Hare's  Ear,  Blacl 
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and  Blea,  Bine  Spider,  Orange  and  Grouse,  Black 
and  Teal,  Olives,  5[arch  Brown,  and  Zulu.  In  the 
estuaries  the  sea-trout  take  the  Alexandra.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  wading  the  Owenea,  bub  a  pair 
of  short  waders  or  long  boots  are  useful  on  the 
Owentocker. 

The  portion  of  the  Owenea  attached  to  the  hotel 
is  from  the  estuary  up.  and  it  includes  some  very 
good  pools,  notably,  Paddy  Flyrm's,  Boyle's,  the 


best  months  generally  for  salmon  fishing  on  the 
Owenea  are  July,  August,  and  September.  The 
river  fishes  well  during  May  and  June  some  seasons  ; 
indeed.  May  has  again  and  again  provided  a  record. 
It  is  an  indifferent  brown  trout  river,  but  the  lower 
pools  provide  capital  sport  with  sea-trout  during 
July  and  August. 

The  Owentocker  is  a  wonderfully  pretty  river, 
some  of  the  pools  and  streams  on  it  are  perfect 


August,  and  early  part  of  September,  when  the  tide 
serves  in  the  evening  and  towards  night.  The 
angler  starts  out  after  dining  and  returns  after  the 
tide  ifl  well  out;  His  basket  may  consist  of  any- 
thing from  one  dozen  to  three  dozen  fish,  ranging 
from  ilb.  to  l^lb.  Sometimes  he  will  fasten  into 
much  bigger  fish.  Seldom  will  he  return  with  less 
than  one  dozen,  that  will  surely  average  well  over 
Ub,    Baskets  of  four  dozen  have  been  made.  The 
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Bbidge  oveb  the  Owenea  :;,  The  Pool  Above  is  Good  foe  Sea-Teout. 


[E.  S.  S. 


Holly  Bush,  the  Sand  Hole,  the  March  Pool,  and 
Bryan's  Pool.  The  last-named  is  probably  the 
best  pool  on  the  whole  river ;  it  seldom  refuses  to 
yield  a  fish  when  the  river  is  in  ply.  In  this 
connection  I  cannot  too  strongly  emphasise  the 
importance  of  communicating  with  Dan  McNeils 
before  proceeding  to  the  Owenea,  that  is,  if  you  are 
bent  on  getting  salmon  and  will  not  rest  content 
with  trout  should  the  salmon  fishinor  be  !'off." 


pictures.  It  is  a  good  brown  trout  river,  but  the 
fish  do  not  run  large :  about  three  to  the  pound  is 
a  good  basket;  you  can,  however,  get  large 
numbers  of  them.  During  August  and  September 
salmon  run  into  the  Owentocker,  and  it  frequently 
happens  that  the  river  provides  as  good  sport  with 
these  fish  as  the  Owenea.  It  is  a  good  sea-trout 
river  in  the  estuary  and  in  the  lower  pools.  Best 
months  for  sea-trout,  August  and  early  part  of 


killing  fly  for  this  fun  is  the  Alexandra.  Find  out 
from  Dan  McNeils  if  the  tides  are  servmg  right,  and 
you  are  bound  to  have  good  sport. 

Some  of  these  small  streams  provide  charming 
off  days  with  brown  trout  early  in  the  season. 
During  May  and  June  a  stroll  by  their  banks, 
amidst  the  magnificent  scenery  through  which  they 
flow,  is  a  very  satisfying  way  of  spending  a  day ; 
and  often  enough  your  basket  will  include  two  or 
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KiLTOoms  Lough,  wheee  Excellent  Baskets  of  Beow    Teout  can  be  Made  :  iThis  is  "  the  Island  Deift.'" 


For  my  own  part  I  would  as  soon  have  the  trout 
fishing  aa  the  salmon  fishing ;  but  I  well  know  that 
many  are  of  different  opinion ;  to  these  I  would 
say:  Ascertain  the  state  of  the  water;  on  it  all 
depends.  Catch  the  Owenea  in  good  ply  and  you 
should  average  a  fish  a  day,  or  nearly  so ;  if  it  is 
low  you  might  just  as  well  fish  in  the  road. 
McNeils  will  not  deceive  you  as  to  the  state  of  the 
water — it  is  not  to  his  advantage  to  do  so.  The 


September.  Best  months  for  brown  trout,  May 
and  June. 

In  addition  to  the  Owenea  and  the  Owentocker, 
there  are  several  streams  that  empty  into  Loughros 
More  Bay  and  Loughros  Beg  Bay,  and  in  the 
estuaries  of  all  of  these  some  sea-trout  fishing  of 
very  excellent  quality  can  be  got  under  favourable 
circumstances.  Indeed,  this  sea-trout  fishing  is  an 
"eye-opener."    The  fishing  occurs  through  July, 


three  dozen  brown  trout,  about  three  or  four  to  the 
pound,  with  perhaps  two  or  three  bigger  fish  to 
top  it.  And  these  little  trout  fight  well.  The  best' 
of  these  streams  are  the  Glengesh  river,  which 
flows  through  the  Pass  of  Glengesh  (by-the-by, 
the  Pass  of  Glengesh  is  well  worth  a  visit,  even 
though  you  are  not  fishing  the  pretty  stream  that 
flows  through  it),  the  Aighe  river,  which  joins 
the  Glengesh,  the  two  forming  the  Bracky  river, 
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which  falls  into  Loughros  Beg  Bay.  These  lie  a 
little  south  of  Ardara,  quite  an  easy  walk  from  the 
hotel.  North-west  of  the  village  are  the  Bella- 
nagoal  river,  two  and  a  half  miles  ;  the  Kilclooney 
river,  three  miles;  and  the  Duvoge  river,  four  and 
a  half  miles:  and  these  fall  into  Loughros  More 
Bay. 

Next  to  be  considered  is  the  brown  trout  fishing 
on  the  loughs.  And  in  this  connection  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  answer  certain  critics  who,  not 
satisfied  with  casting  doubt  on  what  I  have  written 
concerning  the  brown  trout  fishing  to  be  got  in  the 
loughs  throughout  Donegal,  coolly  write  me  asking 
for  further  information,  and  generally  forgetting  to 
enclose  a  stamp  for  postage  of  the  reply !  I  have 
never  compared  sport  on  the  loughs  of  Donegal 
with  that  obtainable  elsewhere.  I  have  simply 
spoken  of  the  general  all-round  excellence  of  the 
brown  trout  fishing  in  Donegal,  without  referenr o  to 
any  other  waters  whatsoever.  I  am  fully  entitled 
to  hold  an  opinion  concerning  the  Donegal  waters, 
and,  with  the  permission  of  the  Editor,  to  make 
known  that  opinion  in  these  columns.  Therefore, 
when  I  say  that  the  fishing  is  good  it  is  good,  you 
may  depend  on't,  but  if  you  won't  believe  me 
there's  an  end  on't!  My  only  object  in  drawing 
attention  to  co.  Donegal  as  an  angling  resort  is  to 
point  where,  comparatively  speaking,  new  waters 
are  to  be  found  for  the  ever-increasing  army  of 
anglers;  and  I  describe  those  waters  from  my 
actual  and  practical  experience  of  them,  not  from 
hearsay.  My  critics  make  the  egregious  mistake 
of  presuming  that  because  I  recommend  one  fishery 
I  must  necessarily  depreciate  some  other  fishery. 
Absurd !  One  other  matter.  I  have  purposely 
abstained  from  parading  my  own  successes  in  my 
contributions  to  the  Press  for  reasons  which  the 
average  reader  will  understand.  But  if  personal 
success  goes  for  anything  towards  success  with 
others,  then  ask  Dan  McNelis  about  my  baskets  of 
brown  trout  from  the  loughs  around  Ardara.  The 
reply  you  will  get,  in  conjunction  with  the  following 
information,  will  surely  satisfy  the  most  exacting 
critic. 

There  are  upwards  of  forty  brown  trout  loughs 
within  easy  reach  of  Ardara,  and  on  several  of  them 
Mr.  McNelis  has  placed  boats.  These  include 
Lough  Nillan,  Lough  Machugh,  Lough  Free,  Lough 
Warvaneill,  Lough  Aderry,  and  Lough  Derrydufi. 
There  are  good  brown  trout  in  all  these  loughs,  fish 
running  well  over  |lb.  up  to  1  lb.  About  six  miles 
north-west  of  Ardara  there  is  a  group  of  very  fine 
fishing  loughs  attached  to  the  Dowros  Bay  Hotel 
(proprietress,  Mrs.  Talbot),  and  when  I  was  last 
with  Mr.  McNelis  he  was  fixing  up  an  arrangement 
whereby  visitors  to  his  hotel  could  fish  these  loughs, 
and  in  exchange  Mrs.  Talbot's  visitors  could  fish 
the  Nesbitt  Arms  waters,  including  the  Owenea: 
a  yery  happy  arrangement.  Mrs.  Talbot's  lakes 
are  ail  good,  and  one  of  them.  Lough  Kiltooris,  is 
quite  beyond  the  average.  One  seldom  fastens 
with  a  smaller  fish  than  5oz.  or  6oz.,  and  a  decent 
basket  on  a  decent  day  in,  say.  May  or  June,  would 
consist  of  ten  brace  of  trout  weighing  from  101b.  to 
121b.  The  brown  trout  in  Kiltooris  run  up  to  31b. 
or  more,  and  one's  basket  generally  includes  a  fish 
or  two  well  over  1  lb.,  and  now  and  again  a  beautiful 
basket  of  nearly  all  big  ones  will  be  had.  And  the 
fish  in  this  lough  fight  as  gamely  as  any  I  have 
met  with  anywhere.  In  addition  to  Kiltooris,  Mrs. 
Talbot  has  boats  on  Lough  Birroge,  Pound  lough, 
Doon  lough,  Clooney  lough.  Lough  Fad,  and  Summy 
lough.  Her  hotel  is  very  comfortable  and  beauti- 
fully situated. 

There  is  good  sea-fishing  all  around  the  coast, 
and  a  wealth  of  wild-fowling  in  the  winter.  In 
this  connection  one  must  guard  against  stormy 
weather:  to  be  out  sea- fishing  or  wild-fowling 
on  this  coast  during  a  storm  is  not  a  pleasant 
experience.    It  is  dangerous.  E.  S.  S. 


TRIPS  TO  SHAKESPEARE'S  COUNTRY. 


The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany announces  that  on  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  until  further  notice  day  excursions  will 
be  run  from  Eueton  to  Stratford-on-Avon.  Tickets 
will  also  be  issued  enabling  passengers  to  travel  by 
rail  to  Kenilworth  Station,  motor-car  to  Kenilworth 
Castle,  Guy's  Cliffe,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Sliottery 
(for  Anne  Hathaway'w  Cottage),  and  buck  to 
Warwick;  returning  from  Warwick  Station  to 
London  by  train.  Time  will  be  allowed  for  meala 
and  visiting  the  various  places  of  interest, 


BAEBEL  FISHING  ON  THE 
THAMES. 


A  VERY  surprising  fact  in  regard  to  Thames 
angling  is  this,  that  so  few  fishermen  ever  try  to 
capture  the  best  sporting  coarse  fish  in  the  river — 
the  barbel.  This  is  due  in  some  respects  to  the 
question  of  baiting  up  swims,  and  one  must  admit 
that  unless  one  lives  within  an  easy  radius  of  the 
river  itself  the  baiting  process  is  not  easy  to  do. 
Firstly,  if  one  goes  in  for  barbel  fishing  thoroughly, 
it  is  almost  necessary  to  choose  a  proper  place  to 
bait  up — a  place  either  where  it  is  usual  to  catch 
these  fish  or  a  place  in  which  they  are  likely  to  be 
found.  This  place  having  been  carefully  selected 
the  question  of  bait  has  to  be  decided.  The 
two  favourites  are  lobworms  and  greaves.  The 
former  are  usually  procured  from  Nottingham,  and 
are  cut  into  pieces,  these  undelectable  bits  being 
mixed  in  balls  of  clay  and  dropped  in  the  river  at 
the  spot  it  is  iproposed  to  fish.  To  bait  up  in  this 
manner  thoroughly  about  GOO  worms  are  neces- 
sary, 200  being  placed  in  the  swim  on  three  morn- 
ings or  evenings  running.  In  addition  to  this 
100  whole  worms  scattered  above  the  swim  do 
no  harm.  Then  by  giving  the  swim  a  rest  for  a 
day,  it  is  ready  on  the  following  one  to  fish.  Un- 
fortunately, barbel  appear  to  feed  more  or  less  in 
fits  and  starts,  so  that,  despite  the  time  expended 
by  the  angler  and  the  trouble  which  he  has  taken, 
it  does  not  follow  that  he  can  be  sure  of  his  sport 
when  he  fishes.  The  probabilities  are  that  if  the 
angler  can  spare  the  time  to  stick  to  it  he  will 
succeed,  but  even  then  he  may  not.  At  Hurley  one 
can,  in  the  clear  water,  see  the  great  barbel  of  81b. 
to  121b.,  but  they  seem  most  difficult  to  catch,  bait 
as  much  as  one  will.  In  the  lower  reaches  the  case 
is  different ;  one  is  almost  sure  of  getting  some 
fish.  Where  some  anglers,  however,  spoil  their 
fishing  is  by  over-baiting.  A  noted  angling 
authority  has  stated  that  you  cannot  over-bait  a 
swim  for  barbel.  This  I  entirely  disagree  with,  as 
over-baiting  spoils  a  swim,  and  I  have  personally 
taken  barbel  with  a  piece  of  mutton  in  a  worm- 
baited  swim  when  the  fish  would  not  look  at  a  lob. 
Secondly,  there  is  the  alternative  bait — greaves. 
This,  to  my  mind,  is  quite  as  successful  as 
worms,  especially  in  the  reaches  below  Windsor, 
where  the  fish  get  more  bread  and  gentle  diet  sup- 
plied by  the  roach  and  dace  fisher  than  they  get  in 
the  higher  parts.  Barbel  are  very  fond  of  "nos- 
ing "  amongst  the  bread  and  bran  balls,  and  similar 
balls,  properly  mixed  with  greaves,  often  prove  an 
irresistible  bait.  Beyond  this,  the  use.  of  greaves 
seems  more  humane  than  chopping  up  worms. 
They  are  cleaner,  though  greasy  and  "smelly."  It 
is  the  odour  (not  a  pleasant  one  for  the  home) 
which  attracts  the  fish,  and  they  seem  to  like  the 
tender  pieces  of  fat  and  gristle.  There  are  two 
qualities  of  greaves,  a  coarse  and  a  superior  cake. 
The  best  method  is  to  boil  both  separately.  Treat 
them  as  kindly  as  one  would  a  stew,  then  use  the 
coarse  quality  for  baiting,  and  the  superior  reserve 
for  the  hook  bait.  Pick  out  all  the  large  white 
soft  pieces,  and  what  is  left  can  go  in  with  the 
general  ground  bait.  Some  people  simply  scatter 
the  greaves  above  the  locality  they  intend  to  fish  ; 
others  make  a  mash  of  greaves  and  boiled  potatoes, 
or  greaves  and  gentles  mixed  with  pollard.  I 
prefer  a  bait  which  has  got  sufBcient  weight 
in  it  to  hold  it  at  a  given  spot.  Loosely 
thrown  in  greaves  are  all  right  for  just  a  day's 
fishing,  or  as  an  appetiser  to  the  fish ;  but  for 
baiting  up  proper  it  is  best  to  be  sure  that  the 
suction  from  passing  launches  will  not  shift  it, 
otherwise  one  may  be  fishing  some  distance  away 
from  the  bait.  * 

The  swim  having  been"^  properly  selected  and 
baited,  the  next  thing  to  consider  is  the  tackle. 
The  finest  undrawn  gut  is  the  best,  with  drawn  gut 
on  the  hook  if  float  fishing.  In  fishing  a  section  of 
the  river  which  has  a  fair  stream  a  float  capable  of 
carrying  fifteen  shots  will  be  found  sufiicient,  but  in 
weir  streams  a  heavier  float  will  be  necessary.  A 
good  method  is  to  place  no  shot  on  the  hook  leqgth 
in  worm  fishing,  but  fish  four  or  five  inches  deeper 
than  the  plummet  records,  so  that  the  worm  is 
carried  along  the  bottom  of  the  river  in  a  natural 
way.  It  is  usually  better  to  check  the  float  a  little 
so  as  to  allow  the  stream  to  carry  the  worm  forward, 
rather  than  let  it  trail  in  the  wake  of  the  float.  In 
baiting  with  greaves,  the  bait  should  just  touch  the 
bottom  as  it  is  carried  along.  One  can  also  use  a 
finer  gut  cast  and  a  trifle  lighter  float — greaves,  being 


a  greasy  substance,  rise  a  little  in  the  water,  and  so 
an  inch  or  two  should  be  allowed  for  this  after 
plumbing.  When  legering  with  either  bait  only  a 
light  bullet  need  be  used  ;  if  punt  fishing  from  the 
bank  a  heavier  one  is  required  to  keep  the  bait  in 
its  place,  and  in  weir  fishing  a  heavier  bullet  is 
necessary.  Provided  the  running  line  is  in  good 
condition — a  worn  out  line  is  absolutely  useless  for 
barbel  fishing — it  need  not  be  a  stout  one.  In  fact, 
the  finer  one  can  fish  the  more  chances  there  will 
be  of  success.  When  hooked  in  the  mouth,  which 
is  very  tough,  it  is  seldom  a  barbel  escapes  if 
properly  played  by  the  angler.  Barbel  are  strong 
and  game,  and  when  the  hook  is  first  driven  home 
there  will  be  a  powerful  rush  from  a  fish  of  2^lh.  to 
5lb.  Above  that  weight  a  barbel  will  usually  sulk 
on  the  bottom,  and  it  not  infrequently  happens 
that  they  will  appear  to  ignore  the  trouble  they 
are  in  and  remain  in  the  same  spot  for  a  minute  or 
so.  Feeling  at  last  the  strain  which  is  being  placed 
upon  it,  they  will  then  dash  oS,  and  the  sport  begins. 
A  fish  of  71  b.  to  101b.  will  take  over  twenty  minutes 
to  land  on  fine  tackle,  so  that  it  is  of  no  use  hurrying. 
It  is  better  to  play  the  fish  leisurely,  keeping,  how- 
ever, a  steady  strain  on  the  fish.  As  soon  as 
possible  raise  the  rod  well  up  so  as  to  lift  the  head 
of  the  fish  as  it  were,  and  the  bend  of  the  top  joint 
will  prove  an  indication  as  to  the  strength  of  the 
strain  which  is  being  put  on  the  fish.  I  have  often 
watched  a  barbel  being  played,  the  angler  letting 
the  point  of  the  rod  almost  touch  the  water,  and 
in  some  instances  I  have  seen  it  drawn  underneath 
by  the  sudden  plunge  of  a  fish.  This  is  a  bad 
style,  and  the  strain  on  the  line  is  too  direct.  This 
style  often  results  in  a  smash  and  a  fish  lost.  One 
angling  authority  states  that  in  1800  a  barbel  of 
19lb.  was  caught  at  Shepperton,  but  a  fish  of  this 
weight  is  an  unheard  of  thing  in  recent  years.  A 
fish  of  SJlb.  or  91b.  is  considered  a  specimen  now, 
and  is  worth  preserving,  but  barbel  of  121b.  and 
12^lb.  have  been  caught  in  recent  times.  Small 
ones  of  2ilb.  to  4Jlb.  are  generally  to  be  had  by 
anglers  who  fish  for  barbel,  and  these  fish  are  more 
numerous  in  the  river  than  generally  supposed. 
This  probably  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  majority 
of  people  who  fish  the  river  do  not  make  barbel 
fishing  their  special  sport.         F.  H.  Amphlett. 


AUSTEALIAN  INDUSTRIAL 
OPENINGS. 


SEA  FISHERIES^ 


The  Australian  Commonwealth  has  been  aptly 
designated  "a  land  of  undeveloped  resources." 
While  in  several  branches  of  industrial  production 
the  supply  of  labour  is  in  excess  of  the  demand, 
there  are  others  capable  of  absorbing  a  considerable 
quantity  of  labour  if  properly  utilised.  Among 
these  is  the  supplying  Australian  and  even  over-sea 
markets  with  edible  sea  fish.  In  New  Zealand  the 
curing  and  export  of  sea  and  river  fish  has  become 
a  staple  industry,  but  in  the  Commonwealth  remains 
largely  neglected;  hence  the  extensive  importa- 
tions of  over-sea  fresh  and  cured  fish,  the  former 
arriving  in  a  frozen  condition.  Yet  the  Australian 
coastM  waters  are  rich  in  edible  fish,  and  the 
fishermen  of  other  countries,  if  aware  of  "  the  rich 
harvest  of  the  sea "  at  the  command  of  the 
Commonwealth,  must  naturally  wonder  why  it  is 
not  systematically  garnered.  In  New  South  Wales 
some  interest  has  been  manifested  by  the  State 
Government,  which,  some  few  months  ago,  insti- 
tuted a  series  of  experimental  operations,  which 
were  attended  with  most  satisfactory  results.  Over 
180  miles  of  coastal  waters  north  and  south  of 
Sydney  were  exploited  to  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles,  the  grounds  between  ten  and  sixty  fathoms 
being  found  most  prolific  of  fish  life.  The  bottoms 
trawled  over  were  shown  to  be  sand,  sand  and 
shell,  sand  and  gravel,  sand  and  mud,  brown  sand, 
mud  and  shell,  and  soft  mud.  Very  little  sea- weed 
was  met  with,  save  in  two  or  three  places. 
Among  the  edible  fish  caught  were  three  species  of 
soles,  three  species  of  flounders,  John  Dory,  whiting, 
schnapper,  trumpeter,  three  species  of  rock  cod, 
three  species  of  gurnard,  two  species  of  boar  fish, 
skate,  two  species  of  flathead,  teraglin,  and  nannygai. 
The  teraglin  is  not  known  outside  the  coastal 
waters  of  New  South  Wales,  and  the  nannygai  is 
found  only  in  Australasian  waters.  It  is  an  expen- 
sive table  luxury,  being  seldom  caught,  although 
abundant  in  places.   It  possesses  a  scientific  interest 
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from  the  fact  that  some  of  its  nearest  allies  form 
the  majority  of  the  fossil  and  oldest  known  bony 
fish  from  the  cretaceous  or  chalk  formations.  Among 
other  specimens  of  edible  fish,  several  very  scarce,  or 
little  known,  were  old  wife,  various  kinds  of  perch, 
long-fin,  red  mullet,  black  bream,  mackerel,  silver 
belly,  cucumber-fish,  and  pilchard,  of  which  latter  im- 
mense quantities  periodically  visit  Australian  waters. 
The  more  curious  specimens  included  the  mailed 
fish,  about  six  inches  in  length,  which  lures  its  prey 
by  means  of  a  luminous  disc  on  each  side  of  the 
lower  jaw,  and  is  also  found  off  the  Mauritius  and 
Japan  ;  Stone  lifter,  which  buries  itself  in  the  mud, 
leaving  only  the  eyes  and  top  of  the  head  visible ; 
walking  fish,  which  use  their  arm-like  fins  as  legs  ; 
parrot  fish,  rainbow  fish,  and  porcupine  fish,  the 
skin  of  the  latter  being  used  by  natives  of  the 
Gilbert  Islands  as  a  war  helmet.  Numerous  ex- 
amples of  sharks  and  rays  wtr3  also  secured, 
including  several  species  of  sting-ray,  mentioned  in 
Captain  Cook's  "  Voyages  "  ;  the  spines  of  which 
were  formerly  used  by  South  Sea  Islanders  with 
which  to  torture  their  victims,  and  are  still  utilised 
by  them  as  arrow  heads,  awls,  and  needles.  The 
results  of  the  experimental  operations  showed  that 
great  possibilities  existed  of  the  capture  of  fish  by 
means  of  properly  equipped  steam  trawlers.  In 
fact,  deep  sea  trawling  is  practically  an  unknown 
Australian  industry.  Although  the  experiments 
were  made  simply  to  ascertain  whether  the  ocean 
floor  ofiE  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales  was  suitable 
for  trawling  operations,  it  was  found  that  fish 
could  have  been  caught  in  sufiBcient  quantities  to 
have  yielded  a  considerable  profit;  and  it  is  believed 
that  when  the  indications  of  the  approach  of  shoal 
fish,  such  as  the  pilchard,  are  better  understood,  they 
will  be  caught  by  surface  net  or  otherwise,  in 
immense  quantities,  for  smoking,  canning,  etc. 
Considerable  quantities  of  excellent  fish  are  caught 
off  the  coast  of  Victoria  and  the  other  States, 
finding  a  ready  sale  in  local  markets,  but  what  is 
required  is  a  more  regular  supply,  with  ample 
facilities  for  cold  storage  and  curing  processes. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  Commonwealth  should 
not  add  fish  to  its  list  of  food  exports. 

Sydney,  N.S.W.  John  Plummer. 


A  NORWAY  SALMON. 


Last  week  we  gave  a  very  interesting  account 
of  the  capture  of  a  fine  salmon  taken  by  Mr. 
Edward  Sturdy  from  Vosselven.  It  weighed  57|lb. 
Length,  5lf  inches.  The  photo  shows  the  gillie 
standing  by  its  side.  The  account  of  the  capture 
of  this  splendid  fish  appeared  on  p  55,  July  15. 


TALE  OF  A  MAN-EATING  SHAEK- 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  10. — Editor  Forest  and 
Stream  :  Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Miami,  Fla.,  on 
my  cruise  south  from  New  Smyrna,  about  the 
middle  of  November  last,  I  met  Captain  .Jack 
Graham,  of  the  schooner  Buccaneer,  who  told  me 
that  a  Captain  Henry  L.  (Jregg,  from  Philadelphia, 
was  in  town,  and  that  he  would  like  to  get  us  two 
Greggs  together. 

He  did  so  a  day  or  two  later,  and  we  found  at 
once  we  were  cousins  in  the  fourth  degree. 

The  captain  had  been  a  seafaring  man  until 
middle  life,  when  he  went  into  the  ship  brokerage 
business  in  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  retired  in 
his  old  age.  During  the  winter  he  told  me  a  .shark 
story,  in  which  he  personally  figured,  and  which 
interested  nie  very  much,  as  I  had  written  some 
pages  about  sharks  in  my  fish-book,  especially  as 
to  whether  or  not  they  will  attack  a  live  man  in 
the  water.  As  the  captain's  narrative  seems  to 
settle  the  question  in  the  affirmative,  I  have 
thought  it  well^to  offer  it  to  you  for  publication. 

Captain  Gregg's  father  was  also  a  seafaring  man 
all  his  business  life,  his  home  port  having  been 
Portland,  Me.  He  was  finally  lost  while  on  a 
voyage  from  there,  none  of  the  crew  or  the  vessel 
ever  having  been  heard  from.  Portland  was  also 
the  captain's  home  port. 

By  the  way,  I  have  recently  seen  in  the  Florida 
papers  that  a  shark  recently  attacked  a  man  at 
Pablo  Beach,  biting  him  twice  while  he  was  swim- 
ming in  water  over  his  depth. 

I  will  now  let  the  captain  tell  his  story. 

W.  H.  Gbeog,  Sr. 

In  July,  18.50, 1  was  chief  officer  of  the  American 
clip£>er  ship  b\  W.  Bailey.   We  were  in  the  harbour 


of  Leghorn,  Italy,  loading  for  Now  York,  our 
cargo  consistinif  of  marble  in  blocks  and  in  statuary, 
bales  of  rags,  cases  of  straw  goods,  olive  oil,  Castile 
soap,  etc.  Shortly  before  we  were  ready  for  sea  a 
poor  fellow  applied  for  a  passage  to  New  York  for 
himself  and  son,  a  lad  of  about  ten  years.  He  was 
an  American,  a  carpenter  by  trade  ;  had  come  to 
Italy  about  a  year  before  to  erect  an  American 
cottage  for  an  Italian  nobleman,  and  had  with  him 
a  complete  set  of  tools,  including  a  small  grindstone 


in  an  iron  frame  and  tray.  It  Wa3  the  first  of  its 
kind  I  had  ever  seen,  and  I  took  quite  a  fancy  to 
it.  A  few  months  after  his  arrival  in  Italy  he  was 
taken  sick,  grew  worse,  and,  after  spending  all  his 
ready  money,  applied  to  the  American  Consul  for  a 
passage  home,  which  resulted  in  his  securing  passage 
on  our  ship.  He  and  his  son  occupied  a  room  in 
the  forward  house,  and  very  soon  after  leaving 
port  he  failed  so  rapidly  that  it  was  very  apparent 
he  would  not  live  to  see  his  native  land  again. 
We  had  the  usual  passage  across  the  Mediter- 


ranean, and  out  through  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar, 
and  in  about  a  week  were  in  the  Trades,  coming 
along  with  a  free  wind  and  moderate  sea ;  every- 
thing was  going  smoothly,  when  one  day  we 
observed  an  enormous  shark  following  the  ship, 
and  he  kept  company  with  us  for  several  days. 
Now,  it  is  a  well-known  superstition  among  sailors 
that  when  a  shark  follows  a  ship  like  that  there 
will  soon  be  a  death  on  board,  and  the  shark  is 
waiting  for  the  body.    Sometimes  the  shark  would 


disappear  for  a  while,  and  we  would  think  he  had 
given  us  up,  but  he  always  came  back.  The  sick 
man  had  heard  the  superstition,  and  it  had  a  very 
depressing  effect  upon  him.  He  failed  fast,  and  in 
a  few  days  was  found  lifeless  in  his  berth.  We 
sewed  the  body  up  in  canvas,  and  in  order  to  sink 
it  rapidly,  hoping  it  would  escape  the  shark,  we 
sewed  at  the  feet  all  the  man's  heaviest  tools,  and 
including,  to  my  disgust,  the  little  grindstone, 
frame  and  tray,  then  laid  him  on  a  plank,  resting 
on  the  rail,  and  the  captain  read  the  burial  service, 
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and  on  looking  around  we  found  that  shark  had 
disappeared.  We  quickly  hove  the  ship  to,  tilted 
up  the  plank,  and  the  body  slid  into  the  water  and 
into  the  ominous  jaws  of  the  shark,  who  had  been 
quietly  keeping  himself  light  under  the  ship.  As 
the  shark's  jaws  were  3ft.  across,  and  his  body  9ft. 
in  circumference,  he  did  not  need  to  bite,  but 
simply  swallowed  the  body  whole.  The  car- 
penter's little  son  excitedly  sprang  upon  the 
rail,  and  in  attempting  to  hurl  something  at  the 
shark,  missed  his  footing,  and  he,  too,  plunged  head 
first  into  those  terrible  open  jaws,  and  the  shark 
quietly  swam  along  about  ten  feet  from  the  ship, 
turning  his  eye  up  as  though  asking  for  more.  We 
baited  a  long  sharp  hook  with  about  ten  pounds  of 
pork,  and  succeeded  in  tolling  him  into  a  running 
bowline,  and,  with  the  aid  of  a  tackle,  soon  had 
him  on  deck  and  despatched,  and  at  once  began  to 
cut  him  open  to  recover  the  remains,  when — imagine 
our  surprise  when  we  found  both  father  and  son 
alive !  The  man  had  only  been  in  a  trance ;  the 
plunge  into  the  cold  water  revived  him,  and  he  was 
struggling  to  free  himself  when  his  son  joined  him. 
The  boy  had  a  jack-knife  in  his  pocket,  and  soon 
had  his  father  at  liberty,  and  when  we  got  to  them 
they  had  righted  the  grindstone,  and  were  sharpen- 
ing a  large  knife  to  assist  in  cutting  their  way  out. 
We  reported  the  facts  to  the  reporter  of  the  New 
York  Herald  on  our  arrival,  but  ho  told  us  to  tell 
it  to  the  marines,  and  so  it  did  not  get  into  the 
papers,  although  we  showed  him  the  grindstone  to 
prove  it.  The  ship  was  lost  with  all  hands  about  a 
year  afterwards,  coming  out  of  San  Francisco,  and 
of  course  her  log-book  was  lost  with  her,  so  I 
cannot  substantiate  the  truth  of  this  story  as  I 
would  like  to. 


THE  EWE. 


The  Ewe  is  a  very  short  river,  carrying  ofiE  the 
superfluous  waters  of  Loch  Maree,  and  emptying 
itself  into  the  arm  of  the  sea  called  Loch  Ewe,  at 
Poolewe :  where^  it  is  perhaps  needless  to  remind 
the  angler  that  he  treads  upon  classic  ground,  for 
it  was  here  that  Halietus  Poietes,  Ornither,  and 
Physicus  fished,  and  talked  those  stilted  yams 
with  which  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  entertained  the 
anglers  of  a  bygone  age.  Altogether  the  river  does 
not  much  exceed  a  couple  of  miles  in  length,  but  it 
is  a  fine  rushing  stream,  with  capital  pools,  and 
affords,  during  its  short  course,  some  of  as  good 
salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  as  is  to  be  found 
upon  the  whole  of  the  west  coast  of  Scotland — 
and  that  is  using  a  big  word,  but  the  Ewe  justifies  it. 
It  is  a  widish  river,  with  plenty  of  water  and  no 
obstructions  to  speak  of,  and  there  seems  really 
little  apparent  reason  why  the  fish  should  not  run 
straight  through  it, on  their  passage  from  saltwater 
to  the  loch,  without  tarr5'ing  in  it  and  risking  being 
caught.  Nevertheless,  they  do  rest  in  it,  and  what 
is  of  more  importance,  they  rise  uncommonly  well 
during  their  sojourn,  so  that  big  bags  are  often  the 
order  of  the  day. 

The  fact  is  your  salmon  is  a  sportsman  of  the 
very  first  water,  and  loves  Nature  in  her  wUdest 
and  most  picturesque  forms.  And  if  he  does  like 
to  take  it  easy,  and  enjoy  life  as  he  goes  along, 
we  have  no  reason  to  complain  thereat.  He  loves 
the  brattling  stream  far  more  than  the  quiet 
solitudes  of  the  lake.  How  he  dotes  upon  watching 
the  sparkling  bubbles  as  they  leave  yon  little 
cascade,  and  become  lost  in  the  whirling  eddies  of 
the  pool  below !  And  how  prone  he  is  to  lie  basking 
in  the  sun  on  the  gravelly  beach  towards  the  tail 
of  that  pool,  or  alternately  to  seek  the  cooler 
shade  of  those  overhanging  trees.  He  is  not  in 
want  of  food,  being  somewhat  surfeited  with  the 
past  six  months  of  good  living  in  the  sea ;  but  he 
enjoys  the  change  of  scenery  and  waters  just  as 
much  as  you  do,  good  alderman,  when  you  forsake 
the  city  and  its  banquets  to  lead  "  a  quiet  life  "  for 
a  time  at  Harrogate  or  Aix-les-Bains.  He  does 
not  need  feeding  any  more  than  you  do,  but  (and 
here  we'll  leave  comparisons  alone!)  how  often  is 
he  tempted  to  his  ruin  by  that  little  bit  of  tinsel, 
or  that  bold  display  of  colour  ?  That  charming 
"  Angel,''  or  that  "  Silver  Doctor,"  and  that 
flaunting  "  Kate  "  too  !  How  they  stir  the  imagi- 
nation and  quicken  the  wagging  of  the  tails  in  those 
haunts  where  salmon  most  do  congregate !  .  .  . 

"By  Jove,  old  fellow,  how  she  dances!"  the 


sedate  Mr.  S.  Salar  overhears  one  giddy  young 
grilse  remarking  to  another,  as  for  the  twentieth 
time  "  Kate  "  goes  dallying  round  the  pool. 

"  I  wonder  what  she  can  be  doing  here,  at  any 
rate  ? "  muses  Mr,  Salar,  expressing  his  thoughts 
aloud  in  his  absent-mindedness. 

"Almost  looks  as  though  she  were  trying  to 
strike  up  an  acquaintance  with  us,"  observes  his 
friend. 

"  Thoughtless  creatures,"  soliloquises  Mr.  S. 

"  The  cushat  would  mate  above  her  state. 

And  she  flutters  her  wings  round  the  falcon's 
beak ; 

But  death  to  the  dove  is  the  falcon's  love : 
Oh  sharp  is  the  kiss  of  the  Jalcoa's  beak." 

"  But  what  care  they  for  old  warnings !  Let  the 
world  roll  on." 

"  Some  of  them'll  be  getting  into  trouble,  if 
they  keep  going  on  like  that,"  says  the  friend. 

"  Pretty  gold  band  that  round  her  waist,  and  I 
do  believe  those  are  real  diamonds  she  is  wearing," 
replies  Mr.  S.,  becoming  enthusiastic. 

"  Oh,  bother  the  diamonds !  Come  and  have  a 
small  Scotch,"  exclaims  his  friend,  putting  out  a 
fin  to  take  Mr.  S.'s  arm  and  lead  him  away.  But 
too  late.  Mr.  Salar  has  risen  sharply,  and  is  now 
waltzing  overhead  with  the  pretty  creature  in  his 
ar — .  No,  not  in  his  arms,  of  course ! — he  hasn't  got 
any — but  in  his  mouth,  and  it  will  be  your  own 
fault,  good  Piscator,  if  you  do  not  so  handle  the  fair 
deceiver  that  she  will  in  due  time  land  him  high 
and  dry. 

It  really  is  surprising  how  many  good  fish  the 
Ewe  will  hold,  and  how  well  they  take  the  fly  there, 
for  once  they  go  up  into  the  loch  they  don't  seem 
to  rise  at  all  well.  Or  perhaps  it  is  that  the  loch 
being  so  large  they  become  lost,  as  it  were,  in  it, 
and  are  not  easily  found  by  anglers.  Most,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  the  Ewe  is,  I  believe,  let  with  the 
shootings,  and  leave  has  therefore  to  be  obtained  to 
fish  it ;  but  when  I  was  at  Loch  Maree  I  was  so 
fortunate  as  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  lessee, 
through  a  mutual  friend,  and  he  was  most  kind  in 
asking  me  do^vn  to  see  him,  at  his  charming  residence 
at  Inveran,  and  in  offering  me  a  dajr  on  the  Ewe. 
Inveran  is  an  ideal  place  of  its  kind,  not  too  large, 
and  delightfully  situated  near  the  foot  of  the  loch 
and  close  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  The 
gardens  were  full  of  the  most  exquisite  old  flowers. 
In  factj  Mr.  D.  was  quite  an  enthusiast  in  horti- 
culture, and  took  a  real  interest  in  the  whole  place, 
where  he  resided  the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
having  a  large  tract  of  country  to  shoot  over, 
extending  quite  a  long  way  along  the  neighbouring 
coast,  and  embracing  a  number  of  little  lochs  and 
streams,  in  which  capital  and  varied  sport  was  to 
be  obtained. 

I  made  an  early  start  one  beautiful  summer's 
morning,  and  walked  down  to  Inveran,  some  seven  or 
eight  miles  from  Loch  Maree  Hotel.  The  path  follows 
the  side  of  the  loch  for  a  great  part  of  the  way, 
through  natural  woods  of  birch,  interspersed  here  and 
there  with  well-grown  larch  and  other  trees,  and  anon 
opening  out  into  sheltered  fields,  and  heathery 
moorland.  Past  the  Resting  Rock,  where  boats 
call ;  and  the  Black  Rock,  where  the  peregrine 
falcon  had  her  eyrie  ;  and  over  ToUie  Crags,  where 
blue  hares  were  scampering  about  in  the  early  sun, 
and  where  the  raven  and  the  buzzard  used  to  nest. 
The  sun  was  bright,  and  the  morning  was  getting 
hot  by  the  time  I  crossed  the  river,  and  the 
prospects  of  sport  did  not  seem  great.  Indeed, 
in  almost  any  other  river  than  the  Ewe  it  would 
have  looked  almost  hopeless,  but  such  is  that  river's 
reputation  that  I  did  not  altogether  despair,  and 
the  keeper,  who  was  to  accompany  me  after  break- 
fast, cheerfully  opined  that  "  She  might  na'  be  sae 
bad  whatever,"  and  it  turned  out  that  he  was  right. 
Coming  from  so  large  a  lake  the  Ewe  always 
maintains  a  pretty  even  temperature,  and  does 
not  easily  run  low  ;  and  it  is  not  often  unfishable, 
except  when  a  high  wind  blows  the  water  out 
of  the  loch,  so  raising  the  river,  and  then  they 
say  fish  will  not  rise.  To-day,  however,  I  could 
have  wished  for  more  wind  ;  but  soon  after  starting 
I  had  a  nice  rise  from  a  good  fish,  and  held  him, 
and,  after  a  niceish  fight  of  it,  landed  a  ten- 
pounder — not  at  all  a  bad  beginning  !  Then  two 
or  three  sea-trout  took  the  turkey-and-yellow  and 
came  to  basket ;  very  gamesome  little  fish  of  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  and  a  half  pounds,  and  they 
sprang  out  of  the  water  and  fought  like  little 
grilses.  After  that  I  had  another  salmon  of  about 
six  pounds.   Then  there  was  a  lull  for  a  time,  and 


though  several  fish  were  to  be  seen  rolling  about 
the  pools,  I  could  not  induce  them  to  look  at  the 
turkey-wing ;  so  we  rested  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
changed  the  fly  for  a  small  Jock  Scott  of  Jimmie 
Wright's  dressing,  a  perfect  model  of  beauty  in 
workmanship  (as  indeed  all  Wright's  *  flies  are),  on 
small  but  strong  double  hooks.  This  had  the 
desired  effect,  for  I  had  scarcely  got  the  line  wetted 
again  when  there  was  a  big  boil  from  behind  a  rock 
near  mid-stream ;  but  he  came  short,  so  we  gave 
him  a  minute  to  think  about  it,  and  then  I  cast  the 
fly  over  him  again  and  he  took  it  handsomely,  and 
was  soon  careering  about  all  over  the  pool.  So 
fast  did  he  play  that  it  was  soon  all  over  with  him, 
and  he  pulled  the  scale  at  close  on  fifteen  pounds. 
In  the  next  pool  I  got  a  grilse  of  four  and  a  half 
pounds,  as  well  as  another  sea-trout,  and  then 
Mr.  D.  came  down  to  join  us,  accompanied  by  a 
kilted  Highlander,  the  bearer  of  a  most  welcome 
basket.' 

If  you  would  taste  bottled  beer  at  its  best, 
0  gentle  reader,  you  must  earn  it  by  the  sweat  of 
your  brow  and  the  exercise  of  your  muscles.  Get 
up,  say,  at  four  or  five  o'clock,  and  have  about 
three  hours'  walk  across  the  hills  before  breakfast ; 
then  fish  hard  all  forenoon  in  the  sun  with  a  heavyish 
salmon  rod.  where  long  casting  is  necessary,  and 
where  the  walking  is  mostly  over  stones,  and  pretty 
rough  at  that;  then  get  a  friend  to  meet  you  by 
some  cooling  spring  under  the  leafy  shade ;  and 

then  ?  Why  then  if  that  beer  does  not  taste  good 

you  have  my  deepest  sympathy,  and  I  can  only 
recommend  you  to  try  the  water.  For  my  own 
part  I  took  the  beer  and  was  thankful.  A  hard 
biscuit  and  a  bit  of  cheese,  and  we  lie  back  amongst 
the  ferns  for  half  an  hour  and  enjoy  ourselves. 
How  sweet  that  pipe  tastes,  too,  and  how  fragrant 
smells  the  tobacco!  I  do  not  know  if  Calverley 
was  a  fisherman,  but  if  not  he  certainly  ought  to 
have  been,  for  all  the  true  instincts  of  the  race  are 
expressed  in  that  address  of  his — 

"To  My  Pipe. 

"  Thou,  who  when  cares  attack, 
Bidd'st  them  avant;  and  black 
Caie,  at  the  boraenaan's  back 

Perching,  unseatest. 
Sweet  when  the  morn  is  grey. 
Sweet  when  they've  cleared  away 
Lunch,  and  at  close  of  day, 

Possibly  sweetest." 

Yes,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  it,  he  would  have 
been  an  ornament  to  our  craft,  as  to  any  other,  and 
if  he  was  a  fisherman  I'll  almost  answer  for  it  that 
he  was  a  good  one.  But  pleasant  though  it  is  to 
sit  beneath  the  trees,  and  soft  though  our  mossy 
cushions  be,  we  must  not  stop  here  all  the  after- 
noon, for  there  are  evidently  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
river,  and  there  is  a  great  deal  more  water  than  we 
shall  get  over  before  evening.  As  we  rise  and 
begin  to  get  our  things  together,  a  woodcock  rises 
too,  from  her  nest  under  a  bit  of  bracken  close  by, 
where  she  has  been  sitting  all  this  time  unnoticed. 
A  good  many  of  these  birds  stay  to  nest  in  the 
woods  here,  but  they  are  early  bieeders  as  a  rule, 
and  it  is  late  for  eggs  now — perhaps  this  may  be 
a  second  laying.  Mr.  D.  elects  to  go  down  the 
water  half  a  mile  or  so,  leaving  me  to  start  again 
where  I  left  off,  and  before  going  on  to  the  next 
pool  I  just  try  a  cast  over  the  spot  where  I  killed 
the  grilse  scarcely  an  hour  ago ;  and  sure  enough 
there  comes  his  brother  with  a  nice  rise,  and  being 
fairly  hooked  is  soon  dancing  on  the  gravel. 
Further  on.  in  a  curious  sort  of  eddy  round  the 
top  of  a  dark  hole,  the  attractions  of  my  littlo  Jock 
prove  too  strong  for  a  thick-set  fish  of  twelve 
pounds,  and  end  in  his  undoing.  But  after  that, 
except  a  trout  or  two,  and  despite  several  changes 
of  fly,  I  do  no  more ;  and  presently  we  come  on 
Mr.  D.  on  his  way  home  again  with  two  good 
salmon  and  a  ("ea-trout ;  and  so,  tired  and  well 
satisfied  with  my  day,  though  still  somewhat 
reluctantly,  I  bid  adieu  to  the  Ewe,  and  we  stroll 
up  to  the  house  for  an  early  diimer.  A  cigar,  a 
last  look  over  the  lilies,  and  we  wander  down  to 
the  loch,  where  Hector  has  brought  a  boat  down 
to  take  me  back  to  the  irm,  and  I  say  an  revoir  to 
Inveran  and  its  hospitable  tenant. 

Lichen  Grey. 


*  Old  Mr.  Wright  has  been  dead  a  few  years,  but 
hi^  son  and  a  brother  continue  to  turn  out  the 
celebrated  flies  from  Sprouston — than  which  theie 
are  none  better. 
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HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 

{Continued  from  ]'ol.  L.,  page  .349.) 

CHAPTER  VIII. 
I  OMITTED  to  state  in  the  last  article,  under  the 
paragraph  headed  sixth,  that,  after  the  two  turns 
of  tying  silk  have  been  wound  round,  the  butts 
should  be  pulled  up,  so  that  they  lie  along  the  side 
of  the  hook  ;  this  is  important,  as  it  raises  the 
strips  and  compresses  them  almost  to  a  point ;  the 
tying  silk  must  be  kept  taut  while  it  is  being  done. 
By  moving  the  butts  when  in  this  position,  the 
strips  can  be  shifted  slightly.  It  is  important  that 
the  turns  of  silk  which  tie  in  the  strips  should  be 
close  up  to  the  hackle,  then  there  is  no  chance  of 
the  near  wing  being  carried  over  by  subsequent 
turns. 

Many  dressers  tie  in  the  whole  of  one  side  of  an 
upper  wing  at  one  time  ;  it  is  a  more  easy  method 
and  suited  to  beginners ;  but  the  single  strip  method 
is  the  best.  The  double  strip  method  is  very  useful 
for  a  wing  composed  of  strips  of  such  fine  fibred 
feathers  as  mallard  and  teal ;  cover  a  strip  of  dark 
brown  turkey  with  a  strip  composed  of  those  two 
and  tie  the  whole  on  together.  A  variation  in  the 
method  of  tying  on  undef  wings  is  to  tie  them  at 
the  side  by  the  same  means  as  for  overwings.  I 
prefer  this  for  coarse  fibred  feathers  such  as  turkey ; 
the  strips  lie  lower  on  the  hook. 

For  a  "topping  over"  select  one  of  such  a  length 
that  it  is  about  a  quarter  or  third  of  an  inch 
longer  than  the  wing  ;  after  stripping  the  butt, 
make  a  dent  with  the  thumb-nail  across  and  at 
right  angles  to  the  stem,  and  while  doing  so,  bend 
the  feather  up  to  the  position  shown.    Next  take 


Fig.  67. 


bold  of  the  hook  close  behind  the  head,  between 
the  left  forefinger  and  thumb,  and  press  the  whole 
wing  nearly  down  on  to  the  body.  Place  the 
topping  in  position  and  grip  it  between  the  left 
forefinger  and  thumb ;  then  wind  four  or  five  turns 
towards  the  gut  loop,  but  be  sure  that  the  stem  is 
straight  along  the  top  of  the  hook. 

All  the  butts  should  now  be  cut  off  at  an  angle, 
and  closely  bound  down  by  winding  the  silk  almost 
to  the  end  of  the  shank  and  then  back  again  up  to 
the  wings,  where  a  half  hitch  is  made  and  the  end 
cnt  off ;  the  head  should  then  receive  two  coats  of 
varnish. 

Heads. — If  the  fly  is  to  have  a  herl  head,  the 
silk,  on  its  return  from  the  end  of  the  shank,  is 
only  wound  round  four  or  five  times  ;  the  whole 
head  is  then  varnished,  and  when  nearly  dry  a 
strand  of  herl  is  tied  in  and  wound  round  three  or 
four  times.  The  fibres  may  be  made  to  face  either 
way.  If  they  face  towards  the  wings,  a  half  hitch 
is  made  to  finish  off  with  in  front  of  the  herl,  and 
the  exposed  three  or  four  turns  of  tying  silk  again 
varnished.  If  the  herl  faces  the  gut  loop  a  half 
hitch  is  made  between  the  herl  and  the  wings,  but, 
before  it  is  tightened,  the  silk,  for  a  short  length 
dose  to  the  hook,  is  varnished,  pulled  tight,  and 
the  end  cut  off.  A  "  wool "  head  is  formed  in  the 
same  way  as  a  wool  butt,  and  the  silk  is  finished 
off  behind  it,  the  whole  head  having  previously 
been  varnished  and  allowed  to  dry. 

For  topping  winged  flies  the  usual  plan  is  to  fit 
one  into  the  other,  and  to  tie  in  two  at  a  time  on 
each  side  of  the  hook ;  but  I  prefer  them  one  on 
top  of  the  other,  and  to  render  the  tying  on  easy  I 
cut  the  quill  of  each  one  on  the  underside  to  a  long 
taper. 

jy^cZ  wings  are  easily  managed.  "Rights"  and 
"lefts"  can  be  made  up  and  tied  on  separately,  or 
a  whole  wing  can  be  made  up  by  placing  "right" 
and  "  left "  strands  alternately  one  on  top  of  the 
other  and  tying  the  whole  on  at  once. 


Shicwkecked  Sailor:  "  How  can  you  tell  day 
from  night  down  under  the  sea  ?  "  Mermaid  :  "  Oh, 
that's  easy.  When  it  is  day  the  sunfish  are  out, 
and  when  it  is  night  the  starfish  are  about." 
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REPORTS  FROM  RITERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Tliames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is  in 

a  semi-stagnant  condition,  and  it  is  only  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  weirs  that  there  is  much 
stream.  Very  little  sport  is  recorded.  A  barbel  of 
61b.  has  been  caught  at  Teddington,  but  a  better 
fish,  one  of  81b.  15oz.,  has  been  taken  at  Walton  by 
Mr.  Moares  when  ledgering  from  the  bank.  At 
Reading  roach  up  to  1  lb.  6Joz.  have  been  had  by 
Mr.  Freeman.  As  a  rule,  however,  sport  has  been  poor. 
There  are  other  items  to  report,  however,  of  interest 
to  Thames  anglers  besides  the  capture  of  fish.  For 
instance,  Messrs.  G.  H.  Hedley  (Limited),  cardboard 
manufacturers.  Hedge  Hill,  Loudwater,  have  been 
fined  six  guineas  at  High  Wycombe  for  polluting 
the  Wye,  a  tributary  of  the  Thames,  by  allowing 
deleterious  matter  to  flow  into  the  stream.  On 
the  other  hand,  this  is  interesting  to  the  members 
of  the  Thames  Salmon  Association,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Thames  Conservancy  on  Monday  the  River 
Purification  Committee  leported  that  notices  had 
been  served  on  the  Army  Council  during  last  year 
in  respect  of  the  pollution  of  the  river  from 
Tilbury,  Cliffe,  Colehouse,  and  Shornmead  Forts, 
and  that  the  council  have  since  made  arrange- 
ments to  connect  Tilbury  Fort  with  the  local 
sewers,  and  to  construct  septic  tanks  and  filters 
at  the  other  forts,  the  cost  of  these  works  having 
been  included  in  the  Estimates  for  1905.  By 
June  28  last  the  proposed  works  had  not  been 
commenced,  and  the  committee  therefore  recom- 
mended that  the  Army  Council  be  asked  to  state 
when  they  proposed  to  proceed  with  them,  and 
that  it  be  intimated  that  in  the  event  of  the 
pollution  continuing  for  an  indefinite  period  the 
Conservators  have  no  alternative  but  to  consider 
what  steps  should  be  taken  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  their  notices.  Thij 
recommendation  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
Anglers  who  fish  from  the  Canbury  Promenade  at 
Kingston  were  recently  afraid  that  the  bank  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  was  going  to  be  transformed 
from  a  lovely  bit  of  scenery  into  an  ugly  wharf. 
This,  however,  may  not  be.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  a  short'time  ago  an  application  by  the  owner  of  a 
portion  of  the  property  for  permission  to  dredge  the 
river  in  front  for  wharfage  purposes  was  refused  by 
the  Thames  Conservancy.  It  now  appears  that 
a  company  has  been  formed  to  deal  with  the 
property  in  this  way,  but  their  efforts  have  met 
with  no  success,  so  far  as  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board  are  concerned.  At  the  meeting  of  the  board 
on  Monday,  the  Lower  River  Committee  presented 
the  following  report: — "Letters  were  read  from 
Mr.  A.  E.  Aldington,  Dover,  dated  June  1  and  9, 
stating  that  he  is  acting  on  behalf  of  a  company 
which  has  been  formed  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
wharfingers  at  Mr.  R.  Bennett's  property  on  the 
Cambridge  House  Estate,  on  the  Hampton  Wick 
side  of  the  river,  and  asking  permission  to  place  on 
the  land  a  travelling  crane  with  a  jib  thirty  feet 
long  for  the  purpose  of  unloading  barges  which 
when  fully  laden  could  not  lie  alongside  the  bank  ; 
also  reports  from  the  engineer  and  the  chief  in- 
spector, and  a  letter  from  the  Kingston  Corporation 
on  the  subject.  The  committee  report  that  the 
application  has  been  declined."  The  board  passed 
the  report  without  comment.    The  letter  from  the 


Kingston  Corporation  stated  that  they  had  a  rumour 
of  the  intended  application  respoctina  the  property, 
and  in  the  interest  of  the  public  they  hoped  the 
boird  would  decline  to  grant  any  facilities  that 
might  enable  the  proposal  to  be  carried  into  effect. 
The  Conservancy  also  agreed  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Lower  River  Cornrnitterf,  which  reported  the 
receipt  of  a  petition  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Batchelor, 
Thames  street,  Sunbury,  and  others,  askinf;  that 
the  backwater  from  Clark's  boathouse  to  Hayes 
Bridge,  Sunbury,  might  be  dredged.  .The  engineer 
had  reported  that  the  backwater  had  silted  up,  and 
an  expendituie  of  about  £50  on  dredging  would 
greatly  improve  the  acceas  to  the  private  gardens 
abutting  on  to  it.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
committee  recommended  that  the  backwater  be 
dredged  as  suggested. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Bottialiam  Locks  (Waterbeaoh).  —  Since  ray 
last  report  the  weed  cutter  has  been  at  work,  two 
days  the  fish  were  disturbed  ;  now  the  river  is  clean 
and  in  good  colour,  sport  is  better  than  ever.  Bream 
are  giving  excellent  sport  after  the  recent  rains. 
Numerous  bags  every  day  from  61b.  each  to  141b. 
Largest  fish  21b.,  with  a  great  quantity  1  lb.  each. 
Roach  lower  down  stream,  bags  from  61b.  to  101b., 
largest  fish  1  Jib.  A  few  good  perch  had  up  to  1  Jib. 
each.  nsEels — no  end  had  up  to  ijlb.  each.  Lady 
anglers  doing  well,with  good  takes.  Baits:  brandling 
worm  and  boiled  white  wheat.  Prospects  all  round 
good. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Ciimbridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  stream  is 
now  very  low,  and  the  water  is  exceedingly 
fine.  Fishing  in  the  daytime  is  at  a  standstill, 
but  in  the  evenings  when  clouds  have  hung 
about  some  very  fair  baskets  have  been  obtained 
by  several  rods.  Rain  is  badly  needed  in  the 
higher  reaches  as  the  fish  cannot  stand  the  heat 
in  the  very  shallow  water,  and  it  is  reported 
that  through  this  some  fi^h  have  been  picked  up 
dead.  On  July  13  Mr.  J.  Edwards  had  a  nice 
basket  of  three  truff,  three  peal,  and  seven  trout. 
Mr.  H.  Searle  had  a  peal  and  six  trout ;  Mr.  M. 
Revell,  a  peal  and  six  trout.  On  July  14  Mr.  E. 
Distin  landed  four  peal ;  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  had  six 
peal  and  three  brace  of  trout;  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin, 
two  peal  and  five  trout ;  and  Mr.  W.  F.  ToUit,  two 
peal  and  four  trout.  On  July  17  Mr.  Tollit  again 
had  fine  sport,  and  landed  half-a-dozen  peal,  whilst 
Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  secured  a  51b.  truff,  one  of  the 
largest  landed  locally  for  some  considerable  time. 
It  gave  fine  sport. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — All  the  rivers  are  badly 
in  need  of  rain.  The  Carey  is  still  very  low,  the 
pools  being  very  shallow.  A  rod  had  a  couple  of 
dozen  this  week.  Little  has  been  done  on  the 
Blagdon  lake,  although  several  nice  fish  were 
secured  by  an  angler.  The  Yeo,  Creedy,  Culm  and 
Exe,  too,  are  very  low,  and  sport  has  been  far  from 
satisfactory.  Anglers  are  only  able  to  fish  in  some 
of  the  largest  pools.  Good  bass  fishing  has  been 
had  in  the  Teign. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Though  at  intervals  during  the 
week  there  have  been  indications  of  heavy  rains, 
the  angling  conditions  throughout  the  district  con- 
tinue extremely  unsatisfactory,  and  copious  spates 
are  much  needed  to  improve  matters.  One  or  two 
anglers  have  tried  the  lower  waters,  but  without 
success.  Sea  anglers  have  again  had  some  good 
sport  in  the  offing,  one  party  of  visitors  during  the 
early  week  having  capital  sport  near  the  rocks, 
whilst  those  fishing  from  the  piers  do  well  with  the 
bottom  line.  The  weather  remains  favourable  for 
sea  fishing  generally,  thus  the  prospects  continue 
satisfactory. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter) — Owing  to  the  low 
state  of  the  rivers  sport  has  not  been  good,  the 
only  catches  being  made  in  the  evenings  with  the 
usual  flies  and  fine  upstream  worming,  the  trout 
being  found  mostly  in  the  deepest  parts  of  the 
water.  Coarse  fishing  for  roach  has  been  good, 
however,  at  Exwick,  near  St.  David's  Station,  and 
Mill  Stream  Point.  At  the  latter  spot  Mr.  Maddock 
had  eighteen  and  twenty  roach  last^  week  end, 
some  of  the  fish  going  fib.  each.  A  few  perch 
and  some  eels  have  also  been  taken,  while  in  the 
canal  some  have  also  been  had.  A  few  nice  tench 
have  been  taken  near  Turf,  Topsham,  and  the  lime 
kilns.  Good  sea  fishing  has  been  had  at  Teign- 
mouth  and  at  Exmouth — pollack,  bass,  and  flatfiah 
at  the  first-named,  and  bass  and  smelt  at  the  latter. 
Some  very  fine  eels  have  been  taken  with  small 
sand-eels,  Mr.  Mogtyn  landing  one  over  31b.  on 
Exmouth  Pier. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  run  down 
clear  and  stale,  and  little  sport  has  been  reported 
during  the  past  week  at  Waltham,  Cheshunt, 
Hoddesdon,  Ware,  and  Hertford.  Roach  and  dace 
have  been  principally  caught,  but  baskets  have 
ruled  light.  When  fishing  with  worms  anglers 
have  caught  a  number  of  perch,  but,  being  out  of 
season  until  August,  they  have  been  returned. 
The  Stort  has  yielded  some  roach  and  perch.  The 
evening  is  the  best  time  for  roach-fishing,  and  the 
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early  tnoi  ning  for  bream.    We  could  do  with  some 
nice  showers. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  very 
good  condition  and  full  of  fish.  There  has  been 
some  very  good  sport  with  the  chub.  Mr.  Munsey. 
of  Cambridge,  cauaht  five  fine  chub  in  splendid 
condition  with  the  fly,  averaging  ;Ulb.  each.  There 
is  every  prospect  of  good  sport. — A.  Rolth. 

Iiugg  ana  Arrow  (Ii"o»nlni!tier» — Both  these 
streams  are  running  very  clear  and  at  summer  level, 
and  much  against  the  prospects  of  good  sport,  and 
rain  is  badly  wanted  to  refresh  them  and  bring  the 
fish  on  the  feed  .A^ngling  has  not  been  brisk.  The 
best  time  for  fishing  das  been  in  the  evening,  when 
a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  used  fly 
nnd  wasp  grub,  and  some  fair  sized  trout  and  gray- 
ling have  been  landed.  Sport  will  not  be  good  until 
we  have  had  some  rain.  The  Pinsley  is  running 
low,  and  sport  in  it  (juiet. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborong'h). — Anglers  would  be  glad 
if  we  had  a  good  downpour  of  rain,  which  is  needed 
very  much  to  put  tlie  water  in  con<iition  and  the 
fi^h  on  the  feed.  Sport  during  the  week  has  been 
fairly  good,  and  there  have  been  a  few  decent 
catches.  Mr.  W.  Blackman,  fishing  at  Alwalton, 
secuied  two  fine  rudd  weighing  41b.  2oz.  Many  are 
now  camping  out  in  the  Orton  and  Waternewton 
districts,  and  are  on  the  spot  to  enjoy  their  angling. 
Pil<e  fi.shing  in  tliis  district  opened  on  July  15,  but 
very  little  is  generally  done  here  for  another  two  or 
tliree  months.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  keepers 
are  watcliing  the  river,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
any  netting  or  poaching  taking  place  — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — River  at  time  of 
reporting  (Wednesday,  July  19)  very  clear  and  low 
and  weedy.  Day  Cshing  is  certainly  very  uncertain 
now.  For  the  past  few  days  fish  have  not  stirred 
/at  all  until  evening.  From  7  to  10  p.m.  there  is 
always  a  rise,  and  the  angler  need  seldom  go  home 
without  a  couple  of  brace  or  more  of  g  od  trout. 
A  rod  near  Tipton  St.  John's,  a  few  days  ago, 
took  two  of  1  lb.  (loz.  and  1  lb.  7oz.  respectively — 
specimen  fish  for  the  Otter.  We  notice  a  few  peal 
jump  of  an  evening  in  the  public  water,  but  will  not 
as  yet  take  the  fly.  Bass  are  plentiful  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  but  they  dely  the  attempts  of  rod- 
fishers.  Mackerel  are  plentiful  in  the  bay. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).  —  Water  here  a  good 
colour.  Several  parties  have  been  out  and  taken 
some  very  nice  tish,  principally  roach  and  rudd. 
The  best  bag,  Mr  Cohen  and  frit  nd,  who  had  some 
among  theirs  well  over  Ulb.  Perch  have  come  on 
during  tlie  last  few  days  taking  gudgeon  well. — A. 

SCABD. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necli). — There  was  every  appearance  of  a  heavy 
downfall  of  rain  at  the  close  of  last  week  with  a 
falling  barometer  and  wind  from  the  south-west,  but 
after  some  few  smart  showers,  not  sufficient  to  affect 
the  rivers  in  the  slightest  degrte,  it  lias  entirely 
passed  away  and  is  succeeded  by  exceerUngly  hot 
sunslune  all  through  the  day,  so  that  anglers  find  it 
all  but  useless  to  fish  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  and  it  is  the  very  early  risers  or  those  out  late 
in  the  evenings  who  have  the  best  sport.  Owing  to 
the  length  of  time  since  any  heavy  weiglit  of  rain 
has  fallen  in  this  neighbourhood,  the  water  in  all 
these  rivers  is  at  a  very  low  level  and  much  too 
bright  and  clear.  Some  anglers  are  having  very 
fair  sport  in  the  Sliropshire  Union  Canal  amongst 
the  pike,  chub,  perch,  and  other  sorts  of  that  class 
of  fish. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still  in 
the  same  condition  as  it  has  been  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  season,  very  clear  and'  no  stream 
running.  The  fish  have  now,  however,  got  over 
spawning  and  are  beginning  to  feed  better.  Several 
anglers  were  out  on  July  16,  the  two  be.st  catches 
that  were  taken  being  71b.  of  eels  and  two  bream, 
31b.  8oz.  and  21b.  8oz.,  taken  by  a  London  angler, 
and  121b.  of  roach,  two  largest  lib.  lloz.  and 
lib.  7oz.,  taken  by  Messrs.  Powell  and  Eves,  two 
local  anglers.  Paste  or  gentles  best  for  roach,  and 
brandling  for  bream.— -W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  during  tlie  week  has  been  favourable  for 
snort,  but  from  the  Ouse  there  is  not  a  grand  record. 
Mr.  H.  Malpin  secured  five  nice  roach,  the  heaviest 
weighing  I  lb.  9oz.,  the  remainder  all  over  1  lb. 
Fishing  in  the  upper  waters,  near  Fletching,  a  nine 
trout  of  21b.  IS^oz.  was  taken  with  paste  wliile 
roach  fi.shing,  and  roach  of  1  lb.  7oz.,  1  lb.  3oz.,  and 
14oz.  respectively.  The  fish  were  taken  late  in 
the  evening  by  a  visitor.  From  the  Cuckmere  Mr. 
F.  Holmes  captuied  a  nice  bream  of  2.pb.  and 
several  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove  secured  a 
brace  of  bream  weighing  together  3|lb.  The  weed 
clearance  at  Chichester  canal  has  given  an  impetus 
to  the  big  bream  feeding.  On  Saturday  evening 
better  sport  was  had  tlian  for  years  past.  Mr. 
Brigden  had  over  thirty  bream  exceeding  1  .Jib.,  and 
some  few  large  specimens  up  to  41b.  Mr.  Ellis 
secured  a  dozen  bream  of  from  31b.  to  41b.  Roach 


liave  been  taken  up  to  I  Jlb.  and  eels  of  2ilb.  The 
fish  seem  firmer  and  cleaner  and  in  exnellent  con- 
dition. The  harbour  fishermen  a-e  getting  bas"^  of 
from  21b.  to  31b. — one  fish  weighed  3lb.  lOoz.,  taken 
with  rag-worm — flat-fish  and  eeU  are  adding  to  the 
takes. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  very  low  and  bright,  and  is  not  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot 
with  bright  sunshine,  and  angling  has  been  very 
quiet  during  tlie  daytime.  Rain  is  badly  wanted  to 
refresh  the  water,  as  the  fish  will  not  move  until 
evening  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the 
early  morning  and  the  evening,  and  fair  sport 
ha=<  been  had  with  fly  and  bottom  baits.  The 
best  flies  are  the  Red  Spinner,  Coch-y- Bondhu, 
Blue  Dun,  Governor.  White  Moths,  and  White 
Winged  Coachman.  Wasp  grub  fishing;  has  been 
most  successful  of  late  and  trout  from  ,|lb.  t'>  IJlb. 
have  been  taken  in  the  morning  and  late  in  the 
evening.  Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for  some 
good  trout.  Fishing  will  be  quiet  until  there  has 
been  rain.  The  Ony,  C orve,  Clun,  and  Ledwycheare 
all  running  low  and  clear.  Some  good  trout  taken 
in  these  streams  with  wasp  grub  this  week. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

TorcrosB  Ley. — Mr.  R.  Salsbury,  J. P.  of  Guild- 
ford, and  his  son,  Mr.  E.  W.  Salabury,  of  Stretchford, 
Buckfastleigh,  South  Devon,  in  four  and  a  half 
days  last  week  caught  1812  perch  and  rudd  and 
21  pike.  Hundreds  of  tlie  rudd  were  from  Jib.  to 
l^lb.,  and  many  of  the  largest  iish  scaled  21b.  each. 
On  July  10,  after  4.30  p.m.,  they  caught  197  perch 
and  rudd  and  5  pike;  on  July  11,  374  perch  and 
rudd  and  0  pike  ;  on  July  12,  497  perch  and  rudd 
and  4  pike;  on  July  13,  398  perch  and  rudd  [and 
2  pike;  on  July  14,  340  perch  and  rudd  and  4  pike. 
The  fish  are  increasing  so  rapidly  here  that  1  am 
afraid  I  shall  be  obliged  to  net  the  water  and 
destroy  a  large  number  of  the  fish.  Should  this 
meet  the  eye  of  the  gentleman  who  wrote  to  your 
paper  some  months  ago  complaining  of  my 
advertisement  (no  close  season)  he  may  be  induced 
to  come  here  during  the  next  spawning  season  and 
as-i-^t  me  in  destroying  the  fish  to  save  me  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  netting  the  water.  I  shall 
be  glid  to  make  his  acquaintance. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  ITeigrhbouring 
Rivers. — There  is  no  change  in  angling  prospects 
in  the  northern  districts.  The  coarse  fishers  are 
killing  some  good  baskets  of  dace  with  maggot, 
float  fishing,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hexham 
and  down  the  Tyne  to  Ryton.  A  few  good  trout 
have  been  taken  at  Wylam  with  bustard  fishing  at 
niglit.  One  of  our  customers,  fishing  our  Brown 
Owl  Bustard  on  the  Wansbeck,  killed  nineteen 
good  trout  for  one  hour's  fishing.  He  said  the 
sport  was  excellent,  all  good  fish.  A  few  fresh  fish 
are  up  the  Coquet;  prawn  and  minnow  proved 
useless,  and  the  first  fish  of  the  season  is  still  to 
catch.  Trout  fishing  in  the  shades  continues, 
drop  minnow,  docken  grub,  and  worm  accounting 
for  a  few  good  fish — one  creel  of  eight  fi8h,lea3t  scaling 
|lb.  Sea-fishing  is  in  full  swing,  and  some  big 
catches  are  made  da'ly.  I  think  river  anglers 
would  do  well  to  mix  a  bit  of  sea  fishing  in.  Last 
time  I  was  out  with  a  friend  we  killed  a  good 
basket  of  whiting,  etc.— Hy.  A.  Mtjrton. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridg'e). — Rivers 
are  at  present  very  low,  but  several  good  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  caught  during  the  evening  with  the 
fly.  A  large  Coachman  seems  to  be  about  as  killing 
as  any.  The  best  basket  during  the  last  week,  I 
think,  was  caught  bv  Mr.  Prosser,  Neath  Abbey, 
71b.  (largest  trout,  221b.). — Pontsenny. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  still  running  very  low, 
and  the  weather  continues  bright.  Salmon  angling 
is  consequently  at  a  discount,  and  the  ticket-holders 
do  not  take  the  trouble  to  go  out.  A  little  trout 
angling  is  done  in  the  evenings.  There  is  no  likeli- 
hood of  any  sport  until  there  is  another  fresh,  which 
is  badly  needed.  This  week  the  river  has  again  been 
netted  by  J  the  Association  water  bailiffs,  and  on 
Tuesday  nineteen  salmon  were  taken,  and  fifteen 
on  Wednesday. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  very  low,  as  the  few  showers  of  rain  we  had  last 
week  have  passed  off,  and  the  water  is  c'ear, 
especially  the  Wye,  and  it  is  almost  useless  fishing 
this  river  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  only  a  few 
fish  have  been  taken  fishing  late  in  the  evening, 
the  Derwent  only  yielding  a  brace  or  two ;  fish 
have  risen  fairly  well  in  the  evening,  but  the  diffi- 
culty has  been  to  get  the  right  fly,  and  while  this 
hot  weather  continues  there  is  very  little  chance  of 
sport  improving.  A  good  downpour  of  rain  would 
stir  the  fish  up  as  the  water  is  very  stale.  The 
prospect  is  not  very  good,  and  until  we  get  a  change 
in  the  weather  there  will  not  be  many  fish  caught. 
Flies:  Ash  Dun,  Golden  Dun,  Pale  Evening  Dun, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Black  Gnat,  July  Dun,  Yellow  Dun, 
and  Orange  Bumble. — Dotterel. 


Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Derwent,  Nidd,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — The  weather  still  keeps  brilliant  yet, 
and  consequently  against  trout  fishing.    All  our 
Yorkshire  streams  are  low  and  have  never  been 
known  to  be  so  low  as  they  are  this  season.    In  the 
higher  reaches  the  tributaries  are  completely  dried 
up  in  places,  and  as   long  as   the   present  hot 
weather  and  drought  continues,  little  beyond  early 
morning  and  night  fishing  can  be  attempted.  Very 
few  rods  out  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Yore ;  a  few 
bottom  fishermen  out  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  the  coarse  fish. 
The  Wharfe  is  lower  than  ever.    Very  little  doing  in 
the  upper  reaches,  excepting  in  the  early  hours,  when 
a  few  brace  of  trout  are  got  with  upstream  worming. 
In  the  lower  reaches  the  bcittom  fishermen  are  doing 
fairly  well.    On  Monday  Mr.  W.  Hickman  caught 
a  fine  trout,  close  upon  31b.,  with  the  live  minnow 
at  Pool.   Below  this  district  things  have  been  quiet, 
and  at  Tadcaster  things  are  very  serious,  as  the 
river  has    been    polluttd  with   something.  The 
Yorkshire   Fishery  Board   are   investigating  the 
matter.    The  Nidd  is  still  lower  than  last  week ; 
things   have  been  quiet  in   the  upper  reaches, 
but  in  the   lower  reaches  some  nice  sport  has 
been    met    with    at    Knaresborough,  Ribston, 
Walshford,  and  Hunsingore.    On  Monday  Messr*. 
Almond,   Thomas,   and  Rippin   had  fair  sport; 
Mr.  M.  Thomas  caught  twenty-six  dace  in  one 
stream.    Mr.  Bywood  had  good  sport  amongst  the 
perch  at  Roundhay  Lake,  his  catch  weighing  7  Jib. 
Whilst  fishing  for  bream  Mr.  E.  Boden  caught 
a   fine    eel  weighing  ju^t    on  41b.   at  Woolley 
Dam,  near  Wakelield  ;  it  has  been  sent  for  preserva 
tion.    Some  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst 
the  coa-se  fish  at  Naburn  and  Acaster  on  the  Ouse. 
Since  the  last  few  days  I  hear  there  is  also  pollution 
going  on  which  is  turning  up  fish.     Rain  keeps 
away, -ind  until  we  have  sjme  heavy  thunderstorms 
our  rivers  are  filthy  and  require  a  g  )od  scouring  out. 
Before  anything  can  be  done  with  angling  the  rain 
will  have  to  fall  many  hours  to  do  any  good. — John 
E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lair^,  N.B.;. 

— On  July  10  Mr.  Stanfield,  Nottingham,  on  Loch 
Cama,  fifteen  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  London, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty-three,  91b  ;  and  Mr.  W.  R. 
Tucker,  seventeen,  41b.  On  July  11  Messrs.  Tuuke-. 
on  Loch  Cams,  thirty-nine  trout,  101b. ;  and  Mr.  W. 
R.  Tucker,  nine  trout  averaging  Jib  each.  On 
Loch  Urigill,  Lieut.  Donovan,  R  N.,  had  forty  trout, 
131b.,  and  Mr.  Stanfield  twenty-seven,  71b.  On  .July 
12  Messrs.  Tucker  on  Loch  Urigill,  four-and-a-half 
dozen,  15lb.,  and  Mr.  Bannatyne,  Glasgow,  on  Loch 
Cama,  one-and-a-half  d  )zen,  Clb.  On  July  13  Messrs. 
Tucker,  on  Loch  Veyatie.  two-and-a-quarter  dozen, 
12ilb.  :  and  Mr.  Bannatyne,  on  Loch  LTrigill,  nineteen 
trout,  61b.  On  July  14,  Lieut.  Donovan,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  twenty-two  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Bannatyne,  on 
same  loch,  tea,  51b. ;  and  Messrs  Tucker,  on  Loch' 
Veyatie,  twenty,  71b.  On  July  15  Messrs.  Tucker,' 
on  Loch  Boailan,  thirty-two  trout,  91b.  ;  and  Lieut. 
Donovan,  on  Loch  Cama,  seventeen,  GJlb.  Fishing 
Loch  Urigall  on  July  17,  Messrs.  Tucker  landed 
forty-six  trout,  12|lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Bannatyne  forty- 
two,  ll  ^lb.  State  of  weather  mu  ;h  against  angling, 
but  now  improving. — B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  July  10, 
Mr.  Scott  had  eighteen  trout,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Sykes, 
four,  4 Jib. ;  Mr.  Upcher,  nine,  121b.  ;  Mr.  McDonald, 
three,  4Jlb.;  Mr.  Guild,  three,  41b.  On  July  11,  Mr. 
Sykes,  nine  trout,  ISlb.  ;  Mr.  Julian,  two.  31b.  ; 
Mr.  Upcher,  three,  6Jlb.  On  July  12,  Mr.  C. 
Staplet'^n,  grilse,  61b  ;  Mr.  Upcher,  fourteen  trout, 
141b.  ;  Mr.  N.  Upcher,  four,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Sykes,  three, 
61b.  On  July  13,  Mr.  Julian,  five,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  Sykes, 
four,  6jlb. ;  Mr.  Upcher,  four,  5 Jib. ;  Mr.  McDonald, 
four,  41b.  On  July  14,  Mr.  Sykes,  five,  61b.;  Mr. 
Julian,  four,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Upcher,  six,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
McLachlan,  one,  1  lb.  On  July  15,  Mr.  Julian, 
seven,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Sykes,  four,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Upcher, 
four,  4Jlb.  On  July  17,  Mr.  C  illie,  twelve,  61b.;  Mr.  C. 
Stapleton,  seven,  5  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Upcher,  five,  8lb.  ; 
Messrs  Syke?  and  Upjher,  ten,  81b.  On  July  18, 
Mr.  Sykes,  elevei,  111b.;  Mr.  N.  Upcher,  five, 
5Jlb. — D.  Macdonald. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — Both  the  Beauly  and  Conon 
rivers  still  continue  verj'  low,  and  the  fish  have 
not  the  same  encouragement  to  leave  the  estuaries 
and  take  to  the  upper  reaches  in  any  large  numbers. 
Fi-hing  the  Home  beat  of  the  Castle  waters  last 
week,  the  Messrs.  Phipps,  who  are  also  lessees  of 
the  Falls  beat,  lauded  twenty-one  grilse  in  five 
days'  angling.  The  fish  ranged  from  4lb.  to  81b., 
and  the  three  best  days  were  July  12  when  seven 
nice  fish  were  creeled,  July  13,  which  yielded  five, 
and  July  14,  four.  On  the  upper  reaches  four 
grilse,  from  3Jlb.  to  6Jlb.,  were  got  on  the  r.)d  of 
Mr.  Barry  on  the  Struy  beat.  The  net  fishing  on 
July  12  and  15  was  very  unproductive,  less  than 
twenty  being  landed  on  July  12,  while  only  sis 
were  git  on  July  15.    On  the  Conon  about  twenty 
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grilse  and  a  few  salmon  was  the  return  for  the 
nets,  and  only  three  fish  were  reported  cauarht  by 
anglers.  One  of  the-e,  a  nice  salmon  of  Dlb.,  was 
got  on  the  Brahan  C  istle  waters,  while  a  grilse  of 
olb.  was  had  on  the  Soatwell  rod,  and  one  of  5Jlb. 
on  Mr.  Stirling's  (of  Fairburn)  rod.  The  river  is 
lower  than  for  years  past.  The  Glass  and  Ness. 
— The  Gla-s  is  so  low  that  the  baskets  of  anglers 
from  the  Cannich  Hotel  were  very  light  during  the 
week,  the  heaviest  being  one  of  T^lb.  brought  in  on 
July  12.  The  Ness  is  doing  somewhat  better,  and 
anglers  from  Invermoriston  and  Foyers  had  good 
baskets  of  sea-trout  on  Loch  Ness  on  .July  14  and  15, 
there  having  been  a  run  of  sea-trout  on  the  two 
previous  days.  Lochs  Garve,  Luichart,  and 
ACHANALT. — There  was  a  good  deal  of  rain  in  this 
district  during  the  first  two  days  of  the  week  with 
the  result  that  better  fishing  was  had.  On  July  13, 
14,  and  15  baskets  up  to  91b.  were  had  on  Garve 
Loch  by  anglers  from  Strathpeffer  and  Garve.  On 
July  12  and  13  an  angler  from  Garve  had  creels  of 
r21b.  and  tl^b.  respectively,  besides  a  pike  of  11  lb. 
On  Achanalt  the  efforts  of  Me-srs.  tJeaufort  and 
Sommerville  are  not  meeting  with  much  success, 
although  the  latter  had  a  beautiful  trout  of 
61b.  9oz.  on  July  14.  The  very  large  trout  seem 
to  be  disinclined  to  rise  to  the  fly  with  present 
weather. — A.  R 

Border  Esk  and  Twiddle.  —  Night  fishing  is 
proving  encouraging,  although  the  waters  are  run- 
ning low.    Mr.  R.  P.  Yates  tops  the  list  with  thirty- 
Feven  sea-trout  killed  during  the  week,  in  addition 
to  several  baskets  of  yellow  trout,  and  on  Friday 
night  Mr.  Yates  creeled  twelve  sea-trout.    In  Lang- 
holm water  Mr.  T.  Morrison  had  s'^venteen  sea- trout 
with  small  fly,  besides  several  baskets  of  yellow 
trout.  On  Saturday  Mr.  R.  Belford  caught  four  sea- 
trout  above  Langholm.  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson  had  four 
sea-trout,  weighing  from  lib.  to^21b.,  in  Langholm 
water,  and  Mr.  R.  Nesbit,  three.    On  Friday!Mr.  A. 
Bell  had  five,  Mr.  A.  Johnstone  had  th'ee  in  the 
same  water.    Mr.  Scott  had  one,  Mr.  J.  Clarke,  one, 
and  Mr.  J.  Harkness,  three.    Fishing  opposite  the 
distillery  Mr.  J.  Bell  had  three  and  some  yellow 
trout.    Mr.  Hatton  creeled  twelve  yellow  trout  in 
Ewes  water.    Mr.  J.  F.  Varty  had  five  sea-trout  and 
Mr.  Roper  sis  in  Langholm  water.     Herling  are 
running,   but  few   catches  have   been  rec  nded. 
In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  Dr.  Murray 
caught  one  sea-tcout.  Sergeant  Newton  and  Mr. 
Murray   one  each.     Mr.    Law  caught  one  sea- 
trout  at  Whithaugli   Linns.     Mr.  J.  Scott,  two 
above  Whithaugh  Suspension  Bridge,  Mr.  Hugh 
Golden,  Jarrow-on-Tyne,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Gruor, 
Sunderland,  had  good  sport  in  the  Hermitage  'and 
tributaries,  having  each  baskets  of  over  three  dozen 
yellow  trout,  while  Dr.  Dickson  creeled  nigh  four 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  Hermitage,  Mr.  A.  .Johnstone, 
two  sea-trout  in  L'pper  Liddle,  Messrs.  A  Story  and 
A.  Murray  had  each  a  couple  of  sea-trout,  Mr.  J. 
Elliott,    over    a   dozen    yellow    trout,    Mr.  W. 
Armstrong  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr. 
McLellan  had    five    sea-trout    in  the  Netherby 
reserved  water.      Some  herling  and   a  few  sea- 
trout  have   been    caught  in   the  Metal  Bridge 
water.    Fishing  in  Tarras  water,  Mr.  J.  Young  had 
five  dozen  yellow  trout,  Mr.  J.  Morrison,  Langholm, 
caught  three  sea-trout  in  uoper  Esk,  Mr.  A.  Thomp- 
son, two,  Mr.  Ballantvne,  two,  and  Mr.  J.  Clarke, 
two  sea-trout.     In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  A.  Keen, 
creeled  eight  sea-trout  during  a  week's  fishing,  and 
some    yellow    trout    in    Liddle,    Mr.    A.  Por- 
teous,    three     sea-trout    and    fifty-four  yellow 
trout    in    the    mid-reaches    of    the    Esk,  and 
Dr.  Anderson,   four ;     Mr.   Walter  Irving,  three 
sea- trout  and  two  herling;  Mr.  James  Steel,  five 
sea-trout;  Mr.  Elston.one;  Mr.  A.  Irving,  four.  Mr. 
W.  Weatherstone  had  three  sea-trout  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  two  yellow 
trout.    Fishing  is  good  in  both  Ewes  and  Tarras. 
Mr.  Bell  had  three  nea  trout  and  a  good  basket  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  Hush  Pool,  and  the  Rev.  R.  H. 
Kerr  two,  Mr.  G.  McKune  three,  Messrs.  Murray, 
Johnstone,  Bruce,  and  Neilson  had  two  each.  Mr. 
D.  Little  one,  Mr.  J.  Cowan  six,  in  Liddle  during 
the  week ;  Mr.  W.  Borthwick  three  in  Langholm 
water,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Varty  one  of  .")lb.  at  Skippers 
Bridge.    In  the  Upper  Esk  some  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  got  by  anglers  staying  at 
Langholm,  principally  in   the  Garwald  water. — 

GiLNO'KIK. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss.  Ard^ay,  N.B.). — It  is 

now  a  month  since  a  fish  wa.s  cuuaht  on  the  river, 
and  no  sport  need  be  expected  until  a  spate  comes. 
Weather  continuously  bright,  and  water  very  low. 
The  net  fishers  at  the  estuary  have  been  reaping  an 
almost  unprecedented  harvest  in  their  hauls  of 
salmon  and  grilso.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  Skibo 
nettings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  H'irth  more 
than  doubled  in  productiveness  as  compared  with 
the  previcms  week.  There  was  also  a  large  increase 
on  the  Balnagown  fishings  on  the  Kyle  of  Suther- 
land,   but    on    Mr.     Anderson's  Invercharron 


fishings  there  was  a  perceptible  decrease.  However, 
the  past  two  weeks  have  been  record  ones  for  at 
least  seventeen  years.  It  is  estimated  that  from  all 
the  fishings  combined  upwards  of  four  tons  of 
salmon  and  griLse  were  consigned  to  Billingst?ate 
and  other  markets  in  the  course  of  the  week. — B. 

Durness. — From  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on  July  13, 
on  Kyle  of  Durness.  Count  McKenzie,  of  Tarlogie. 
ha  i  twelve  trout,  131b.  (heaviest,  21b.).  On  June  14, 
Messrs.  Bristowe,  London,  liad  ten  trout,  21  lb. 
(heaviest,  4.Jlb. ).  On  July  17,  on  Kyle  of  Durness, 
Messrs  Reid  and  Birrell,  Glasgow,  sixteen  trout, 
la.^lb.  (heaviest,  31b.).  ;  on  I^och  Ceallad  lil,  Messi  s. 
Bristowe,  London,  one  trout,  41b. — J.  K.  Mobrtson. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  in  Finsbay  Looh  for 
three  days  ending  July  12  (one  rod)  has  been 
fifty-three  sea  trout,  weighing  231b.  12oz. ;  and  on 
July  13  (three  rods)  twenty-one  sea-trout,  weigh- 
ing 81b. — G.  D.  Stirling. 

Inclinadaniph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  July  11, 
Mr.  Andrews,  on  Hill  Loch,  three  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr. 
N.  Webb,  on  Hill  Looh,  two,  31b.  On  July  12,  Mr. 
C.  Finch,  on  Hill  Loch,  six,  lOJlb.  On  July  13, 
Mr.  Finch,  on  Loch  Assynt,  two,  SJlh.  (heaviest, 
41b.);  Mr.  Iveeling,  on  Hill  Lochs,  five,  41b.  On 
July  14,  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Gruagach,  one,  3|lb.  ; 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head  Assynt,  one  grilse,  o^lb.  ; 
Mr.  Finch,  on  Hill  Lochs,  seven  trout,  41b."  On 
July  15,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Castle  Bay,  three  trout, 
21b.,  and  one  salmon,  6Jlb.;  Mf.  N.  Webb,  on  Lower 
Inver,  one  gril-e,  51b.  On  July  17,  Mr.  Thomson, 
on  Head  Assynt,  one  trout,  1  lb.,  and  one  sea-trout, 
l  |lb.  :  Mr.  C.  Finch,  on  Upper  Inver,  one  grilse,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Lower  Inver,  oae  trout,  l|lb. ; 
Mr.  and  Mis.  Stedall,  on  Loch  Awe,  ten,  4|lb. — 
W.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  angling  has  greatly  improved 
during  the  past  fortnight,  but  yet  sport  has  been 
indifferent.  The  streams  are  running  very  low  and 
clear,  only  fit  for  clear  burn  fishers.  On  the  lochs 
good  takes  have  been  the  rule,  espeaially  when 
there  has  been  a  good  ripple.  At  other  times  the 
water  has  been  too  clear  tor  fly,  which  is  the  only 
lure  used. — Iasgaib. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters. — Despite  adverse  con- 
ditions the  following  good  baskets  have  been  made, 
all  on  Loch  Shin  except  lochs  mentioned : — On 
July  10,  Mr.  and  Mrs  A.  S.  Browne,  Shrewsbury, 
twenty  one  trout,  S^lb.,  and  Mr.  Soarrow,  Shrews- 
bury, eight,  3|lh.  On  July  11,  Mr.  W.  M.  Cope- 
land,  St.  Legxiards-on  Sea,  eleven  trout,  51b.;  Mr. 
Sparrow,  twelve,  51b.,  besides  a  splendid  ferox  of 
6|lb.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browne,  seventeen,  7|lb. 
On  July  12,  Mr.  R  G.  Sommerville  had  one  dozen, 
61b.;  Mr.  Copeland,  six,  2ilb  ;  Mr.  Sparrow,  thirty- 
five,  13:[lb.  ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browne,  thirty-six, 
12JJb.  On  July  13,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Browne, 
one  ferox,  2|lb. ;  Mr.  Browne,  on  Loch  Beannoch, 
five  trout,  221b. ;  and  Mr.  CopelanJ,  twelve,  4lb. 
On  .July  14,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browne,  on  Shinness, 
twenty-four  trout,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Sparrow,  seven, 
2|lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Copeland,  six,  2^1b.  On  July  15, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Spairow,  Shrewsbury,  twenty-nine  trout, 
141b.  ;  Mr.  A.  S.  Browne,  two  dozen,  121b.  ;  Mr. 
Copeland,  one  dozen,  61b  ;  and  Messrs.  Heilbron 
and  Wallace,  five,  4|lb. — B. 

Loch  Doon  (Ayrshire,  IT.B.). — Out  from  Eglin- 
ton  Hotel,  on  July  8,  Mr  Gray  caught  twenty-one 
trout;  Mr.  Crawford,  twelve;  Messrs.  Kay  and 
Arbuckle,  fifteen.  On  July  10,  Messrs.  Adam  and 
Arbuckle,  eleven ;  Dr.  Lockhart,  twenty-five ;  Mr. 
Gray,  twenty- six.  OnJuly  11,  Mr.  Gray,  seventeen  ; 
Dr.  Lockhart,  twenty-four.  On  July  12,  Mr.  Steven, 
eleven  ;  Messrs.  A.  Sutherland  and  friend,  thirty- 
five. — J\s.  Macdonald. 

Loohlnver  (Calag  Hotel). — On  July  8,  Mr.  A. 
Mackenzie,  seventeen  trout,  61b.  On  July  10,  Mr. 
Burton,  nine,  2Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Maitland,  fourteen,  5Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Waters,  eighteen,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Smart,  one  ferox,  41b.  On  July  11,  Colonel  Gordon, 
141b.  of  trout;  Major  Squire,  twenty,  81b.  On 
July  12,  Dr.  Petrie,  one  sea-trout,  IJlb,,  and  one 
trout,  2^1b. ;  Messrs.  Waters,  thirteen  trout,  41b.  ; 
Major  Squire,  twenty,  l^lb. ;  Mr<.  Maitland,  twenty- 
seven,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Burton  and  ladies  (sea  ,  ninety 
fish  of  sorts,  641b.  On  July  13,  Messrs.  Waters  and 
Mrs.  Maitland  (cea),  twelve  mackerel  and  one  sea- 
trout  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Petrie,  thirty-one  trout, 
ylb.  ;  Mr.  Clay  (private  water),  sixteen,  6^1b.  On 
July  14,  Mrs.  Maitland,  twenty-seven,  8|lb.  ;  Messrs. 
Waters,  nineteen,  6Jlb. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  one  grilse,  61b., 
and  one  sea-trout,  2|lb.  ;  Major  Squire,  sixteen 
trout,  6^1b.  On  July  15,  Mrs.  Maitland,  sixteen, 
ejlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waters,  twelve,  51b.;  Major 
Squire,  eleven,  4lb. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  be- 
come colder  and  cloudy  with  a  rather  gusty  wind 
from  the  south-west.  Fish  are  taking  better  and 
spurt  has  improved,  though  only  an  occasional 
boat  is  going  out,  Mr.  R.  Butler,  Perth,  captured, 
mostly  with  fly,  ten  trout,  !)lb.  8oz.  ;  M.-.  Bogie, 
Kinross,  in  the  evening,  three  trout,  51b. ;  Captain 


Milburno,  Perth,  a  few  hours  in  the  afternoon,  four 
trout,  31b.  l2oz — R.  B.  I>aino. 

Loch  Ness  (Poyera  Hotel,  BJ'.B.> — On  July  5, 

Mr.  Til-ton's  boatmen  killed  one  grilse.  41b.  On 
July  7,  Mr.  R.  Hunt,  one  grilse,  Olb.  On  July  8, 
Colonel  J.  C.  Campbell,  one  grilse,  51b.,  and  six 
trout,  31b.;  Mr.  R.  Hunt,  one  sea-trout,  2.|lb.  On 
•July  10,  Mr.  Leonard  Robson,  one  grilse,  ojlb. 
On  July  11,  Colonel  J.  C.  Campbell,  nine  trout,  5lb. ; 
Mr.  Leonard  Robson,  six  trout,  4lb.  On  .July  12, 
Mr.  Lcona'-d  Robson,  one  grilse,  81b.,  and  one  trout, 
41b.  On  July  13^  Mr.  R.  Hunt,  one  grilse,  5^lb. 
On  July  14,  Mr,  Pethick,  one  grihe,  5JlVi.  On 
.July  15,  Mr.  liobson.  one  grilse.  71b.  ;  Mr.  Pethi';k, 
two  grilse,  81b.  and  4^1b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Hunt,  one  grilse, 
51b.  On  July  17,  Mr.  Leonard  Robson,  one  grilse, 
4ilb.  ;  M--.  R.  Hunt,  one  sea-trout,  1  lb.  On  July  18, 
Mr.  R.  Hunt,  one  grilse,  Olb.  ;  Mr.  Robson,  two 
trout,  21b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Bannoch  (Loch  Baanoch  Hdtel). — Out 
fishing  on  July  17  from  the  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel, 
Mr.  and  Miss  Steele,  of  Kettering,  had  thr<?e  trout; 
Messrs.  Dymock  and  St'-etton,  of  Leice.ster,  fifteen 
trout;  Mr.  Turne-,  of  East  Grinstead,  three  trout; 
Mr.  Menzies  and  party,  from  Carnoustie,  twelve 
trout.  On  July  18,  Messrs.  Dymock  and  Stretton 
nine  trout,  one  weighing  21b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mi«s  Steele, 
eight  trout;  Mr.  Menzies  and  party,  nine  trout; 
and  Mr.  Turner,  four  trout. — G.  G. 

Loch  Tay  (Killiu  Hotel).— On  July  8,  Mr.  H, 
Copley  had  twenty-two  trout,  11  lb. ;  on  10th,  seven, 
61b. ;  on  11th,  fifteen,  91b.  ;  on  12th,  ten,  5  Jib.  On 
13th,  Mr.  Dickson-Gardner,  four,  31b  ;  Mr.  H.  Copley, 
twenty,  91b.,  and  on  14th,  seven.  4Jlb.  On  loth, 
Mr.  Diokson-GarJner,  six,  31b. ;  Mr.  H.  Copley,  ten, 
61b —H.  J.  Knioht. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  'Lair»,  N  B  ). — 
On  July  10,  Messrs.  Eley  and  Allan,  Perth,  fi-hed 
Loch  Gorm  and  landed  sixty-five  trout,  heaviest 
2|lb  ,  and  the  whole,  11  Uh.  On  July  11,  the 
same  anglers  on  same  loch  had  145  trout,  37Jlb., 
making  a  grand  total  for  two  successive  days  of 
210  trout,  551b.  Count  de  Serra  Largo  and  Master 
Percival  Mackenzie,  Tarlogie,  Tain,  on  Too-Shin 
beat,  had  twenty-three  trout,  7^1b.  On  July  12, 
Messrs.  Eley  and  Allan,  again  on  Loch  Gorm,  sixty- 
five  trout,  161b.  On  July  13,  they  tried  Loch 
Merkland  and  got  two  dozen  trout,  the  heaviest 
weighing  31b.,  and  the  whole  81b.  Like  other  places 
in  the  north  the  chances  of  sport  have  been  un- 
favourable).— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
The  bright,  dry  weather  went  much  against  angling  ; 
nevertheless,  some  s  itisfactory  baskets  have  been 
obtained.  On  July  11,  Dr.  Day,  Norwich,  fished 
T.,och  Eileinach  and  got  ten  trout,  81b. ;  and  Major 
Jeudwine,  London,  on  Low-Chain,  one  trout,  21b. 
On  July  14,  Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  Surrey,  on  North 
waters,  had  nine  trout,  lOi^lb. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fellowes,  Saxmundham,  on  Mid  Chain,  six  trout, 
51b.  On  July  15,  Mrs.  Fellowes,  on  Lag  Ard, 
seventeen  trout,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  Little,  on  Low  Chain, 
six,  Olb.  ;  and  Dr.  Day,  on  Mid  Chain,  one,  IJIb. 
Prospects  now  more  promising. — B. 

Shiel  (Loch  Shiel  Hotel).— Fishing  the  Shiel, 
on  July  18,  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  had  a  good 
afternoon's  sport  on  the  1  >wer  pool — ninety-five 
finnook  and  sea-trout,  the  latter  up  to  2|lb.  The 
catch  has  been  photographed  from  Loch  Shiel  Hotel. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Strange  to  say,  this  river 
still  continues  to  give  some  sport  while  all  others 
debouching  into  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  are  quite 
barren  On  July  10  General  Upcher,  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  51b.  grilse,  and  Mrs.  Upcher 
a  6-pounder.  On  the  1 3th  General  Upcher  got 
a  61b.  grils3,  and  on  the  14th  Mr.  Gurney  had  one 
of  61b.,  but  since  then  sport  nil. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  following  are  the 
reports  from  the  different  streams.  The  Annan. — 
Very  disappsinting  sport  has  been  experienced 
again  this  week.  Fishing  on  the  morning  of  July 
17  Mr.  J.  Laurie  had  one  sea-trout  and  one  herling 
with  fly,  and  on  the  evening  of  July  15  Mr.  J,  C. 
Thexton  took  one  of  IJlb.  Very  few  herling  are 
shoiying  bulow  bridge  so  far.  I  hear  from  the 
fishermen  in  the  fiith  that  they  are  passing  through 
the  meshes  of  the  haaf  nets.  It  is  anticipated  that 
August  will  be  the  better  month  this  year, 
providing  a  few  "freshes"  take  place.  Little 
has  been  done  in  the  Mount  Annan  portion, 
and  only  two  or  three  sea-trout  have  been  caught 
in  Hoddom  Castle  water  since  last  week's  notes. 
Mr.  Morton  took  one  sea-trout  in  the  higher  waters 
besides  eight  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Ferguson  had  one 
sea  trout  of  l^lh.  and  a  few  yellow  trout  with  night 
fly.  Various  others  have  had  odd  trout,  but  sport  has 
been  poor.  The  Du.mfries  Nith. — Anglincr  is  at  a 
complete  standstill  on  this  river.  The  upper  waters 
above  Thornhill  have  not  been  so  low  for  many 
seasons.  One  rod  had  a  sea-trout  near  Holywood 
on  Monday,  and  at  Portrack  Bridge  one  or  two 
have  been  landed.  Little  is  doing  at  Closeburn 
and  Auldgirth,  Jand  no  sport  is  being  obtained'in 
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the  Cluden  and  Cairn  waters.  The  Galloway 
Rivers  and  Lochs. — Angling  very  poor  in  all  the 
rivers  on  account  of  the  continued  drought.  On 
the  lochs  a  few  creels  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
taken,  but  the  baskets  are  smaller  than  in  June. 
The  Ayrsiiihe  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Nothing  is 
doing  in  the  livers,  but  moderate  sport  is  being 
had  on  the  lochs  of  the  di-strict.  On  Loch  Doon 
Mr.  Gray,  of  Rothesay,  has  been  the  most  success- 
ful angler.  Fishing  on  July  L5  he  had  nineteen 
yellow  tiout  with  fly.  Mr.  Laurie  had  fifteen  on 
the  some  date.  On  July  17,  Mr.  Laurie  took 
twenty-four  and  Mr.  Gray  seventeen  all  with  fly. 
A  good  fall  of  rain  would  •  improve  angling  on  the 

lochs.  Heat  HERB  ELL. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ball^nahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — A  heavy 
spate  fell  on  July  17,  which  rose  river  and  lukos 
considerably,  and  enabUd  a  liirge  cjuantity  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  to  ascend.  During  the  week 
Mr.  A.  Matthews  secured  three  salmon,  01b.,  Olb., 
and  7^1b.  ;  Captain  Wei^all,  five  salmon,  5^1b  ,  Olb., 
Olb.,  O^lb.,  and  8lb.  ;  Mr.  A.  V.  Willcox,  thirty-six 
sea-trout;  Captain  Wiokham,  101  sea-trout;  Mr. 
W.  W.  Wickham,  twenty-five  sea-tr  ut  (in  five 
days). — Jock  Scott. 

iiann  (Kilrea). — Mr.  Heggarty  caught  one 
salmon,  111b.,  and  two  grihe  O^lb.,  71b.;  Colonel 
Chichester,  two  giilse.  6^1b  ,  71b  ;  Mr.  Clelland, 
one,  OJlb. ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  one.  Olb.;  Rev.  Wood- 
ward, one,  (lib.  ;  Mr.  J.  McCorry,  three,  5Jlb., 
eilb.,71b.;  Mr.  Heath,  two,  41b.,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Cave, 
one,  Oilb.  ;  Dr.  Clements,  two,  (i^lb.,  81b,  and 
one  .'alrm  n,  15Jlb, ,  at  Kilrea.  Dr.  Smith  and 
friend,  nine  salmon  and  grihe  ranging,  from 
5^1b.  to  12.Jlb.  ;  Mr.  P.  Richardson,  four,  4Jlb., 
71b.,  141b.,  liJJlb.  ;  Mr.  Shaw,  three,  41b.,  Olb., 
71b.  ;  Coloi.el  Alison,  three,  31b.,  51b.,  71b.,  at 
Caronr  e,  and  Mr.  Yewell,  one,  olb.,  at  Portglenone. 
Mr.  F.  Wilson  had  one  of  101b.  on  July  17  :  Tom 
Graham  had  thirteen  trout  on  natural  fly;  Mr.  J. 
MeFarren,  two  trout,  31b.  each.  With  reference  to 
the  c<Trection  in  the  repoit  of  Culonel  Alison's 
catch  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  1,  the  fuct  is 
the  report  was  sent  off  before  tho  last  thiee  fish 
weie  caught,  which  fully  accounts  for  their  not 
being  included  in  the  list. 

Belfast  and  District  — Since  last  notes  there 
was  no  appreciable  change  in  the  weatlier,  which 
continued  warm  and  bright,  with  very  little  rain  to 
bleak  the  monotony.  The  largest  rivers  in  the 
district  are  reduced  to  raeie  trickles,  and  fishing 
practically  suspended.  The  Woodburn,  Stoneyford 
and  other  reservoirs  are  fishing  better,  particulaily 
Stoneyford,  which  is  now  at  its  best  so  far  as  the 
season  is  concerned.  Very  little  was  d^ne  this 
week  on  the  waters  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, the  rainbows  being  shy  of  all  lures  On 
July  14,  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead  caught  a  31b.  brown 
trout.  The  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  is  con- 
tinuing the  restocking  of  their  County  Down 
lakes. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Eelleek,.  —  Rain 
has  been  falling  heavily  for  most  ot  the  past  week, 
and  a  rise  of  water  in  tire  river  is  hoped  for  soon, 
which  would  certainly  improve  sport.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week: — Mr.  S.  V. 
Thomas  landed  three  salmon,  161b.,  91b.,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
D.  Glynn,  three  salmon,  151b.,  I4lb.,91b. ;  Mr.  John 
Stone,  one  salmon,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  six  salmon 
of  14|lb.,  101b.,  91b.,  8Jlb  ,  two  61b.;  Mr.  G.  E. 
Godwin,  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Geo.  Davies, 
three  salmon  of  151b.,  91b,  7lL>.  —  M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — There  is  an  extraordinary 
run  of  white  sea- trout  in  the  river  this  season,  and 
they  have  come  a  full  ten  days  earlier  than  usual. 
On  July  14,  Captain  Magowan  got  twenty-nine  sea- 
trout;  on  July  15,  he  secured  anuther  twenty-nine; 
and  on  July  17,  he  got  twenty- one,  Mr.  Dermot 
McCalmont  twelve,  and  Mr.  Woodrow  niiieteen. 
On  July  14,  Mrs.  Hallett,  fishing  in  the  evening  in 
the  pool  tibove  the  crib.s,  got  seven  trout  in  one 
hour;  on  July  15,  in  same  pool,  she  got  seven  in 
one  and  three-quarter  hour;  and  on  July  17  she 
got  seventeen  truut  in  one  and  tiiroe-quarter  hour, 
a  record  catch  in  the  time. 

Iiougb  Corrib  (Railway  Hotel).— We  have  had 
some  light  showers  almo.^t  every  day  during  the 
past  week.  Nevertheless,  we  had  not  more  than 
about  two  inches  of  a  rise  in  this  river,  which  keeps 
the  salmon  in  the  bay.  For  the  want  of  water  in 
the  Gulway  river  ttie  conservators  had  to  raiso  the 
sluices,  and  allow  all  the  salmon  in  that  river  to 
come  up  to  tho  lough.  It  is  computed  by  com- 
petent authorities  that  fully  three  thousand  salmon 
left  the  river  in  less  than  twelve  liours,  not  a 
salmon  remaining.  If  this  had  not  been  done 
there  would  have  been  a  plague  amongst  them  for 
the  want  of  water.  The  same  thing  had  to  be 
done  .some  years  ago.  This  bay  is  at  the  present 
moment  alive  with  salnnon ;  some  large  ones  have 


been  killed  during  the  week  Mr.  C.  V.  J.  on  July  13 
killed  seventeen  trout  weighing  291b.,  the  largest 
8 ''lb.  ;  on  July  17  he  killed  ten  trout,  231b.,  and 
three  salmon,  81b.,  Olb.,  51b.,  in  good  condition. 
On  July  18  he  killed  thirteen  trout,  201b.,  the 
largest  (41b.  ;  the  day  showery.  Mr.  J.  D.  on 
July  15  killed  seventeen  trout,  the  largest  5.Ub. 
There  is  a  good  prospect  of  a  good  take  this  week 
in  consequence  of  the  moisture.  Thermometer  03 
in  tho  shade. — T.  F.  Nauohton. 

Ziongh  Cnrrane,  eto  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry*.— 
Though  the  weather  has  been  much  against  angling 
sport  has  been  generally  good  with  sea-trout,  the 
best  baskets  being  had  in  the  late  evenings.  The 
takes  ranged  from  two  to  a  dozen  sea-trout  daily 
to  each  boat.  A  few  real  have  been  had  of  the 
usual  weight,  but  no  salmon.  Only  a  few  angler  s 
have  been  out  after  salmon,  however. — T.  J.  D. 

LoTtghs  mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — Angling 
is  much  improving  both  on  the  artificial  fly  and 
troll.  Pike  appear  to  be  coming  on  freely;  for  those 
who  like  angling  for  this  sportive  fish  there  a  e 
good  prospects  in  view,  the  best  of  the  week  coming 
into  Mount  Gdble  Hotel,  251b.,  Captain  Watson  ; 
131b.,  Mr-.  Roman;  121b.,  Mr.  Heginbottom  ;  thi* 
gentleman  also  had  a  gillaroo  4Jlb. ;  on  July  18, 
five  trout  51b.,  best  IJlb.  Other  rods  getting  trout 
up  to  1  lb.  13oz.  The  writer  had  the  ill  luck  to  miss 
a  grand  brown  trout  estimated  161b.  to  181b., 
owing  to  net  being  too  small  the  hooks  became 
entangled — it  rolled  off  the  net  and  broke  away  — 
G.  A. 

JsOVigh  ISelviUi — The  lake  is  low  at  present,  yet 
the  recent  rains  have  generally  put  the  gillar  )os  and 
brown  trout  well  on  the  move,  and  nice  baskets  of 
trout  were  daily  taken  by  the  anglers  fishing  the 
lake  during  the  past  week  Major  Thompson,  Mr. 
G.  Kelly,  Mr.  P.  Wren,  Mr.  Andrews,  etc.,  were 
amongst  the  successful  anglers.  Several  trout 
(Salmo  ferox),  weighing  from  21b.  to  4|lb.,  were 
also  taken  by  anglers  trolling  on  the  lake  in  the 
deep  during  the  past  week,  and  prospects  of  sport 
at  pre-^ent  are  good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  (Balliua,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  during  the 
last  few  days  was  good  on  the  lower  reaches.  Mr. 
J.  Garvey,  Captain  Bloss  Lynch,  Major  Palmer, 
Captain  Howard,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smyth  had 
some  good  sport,  getting  two  and  three  gi-ilse  n  day. 
Fishing  on  the  upper  reaches  is  bad  owing  to  low 
water.  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  are  in  fair  order 
for  pike  and  perch  on  the  spin  with  minnow.  In 
tire  estuary  sea-trout  took  the  minnow  well  du'iag 
the  last  few  days  — John  Devers. 

Moy,  IiOQghB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Rain  fell  here  during  most  part  of  the 
week  but  not  enough  to  ri-e  the  liver.  Major 
Palmer,  Mr.  Garvey,  Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  and  the 
Rev.  Smith  had  a  grilse  daily  and  lost  a  good  many 
more  owing  to  the  small  hooks  being  used.  Sea- 
trout  anglers  are  having  very  good  sport.  On  the 
loughs  some  very  nite  trout  have  been  got.  Mr.  R. 
Mackenzie  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Perceval  one  pike,  131b., 
eiglit  trout,  largest  31b.  Loughs  Talt  and  Call  iw 
fished  well  for  trout,  best  bag  four  dozen  by  Mr. 
Condon.  Expecting  better  sport  next  week. — P.\t 
Hkarnes. 

north  Kerry  Kivers. — Sport  has  shown  much 
improvement  on  all  the  above  wateis  both  with 
salmi. n  and  sea-trout.  The  weather  at  time  of 
writinw  is  very  calm,  with  signs  of  heavy  rain  being 
near  at  hand. — T.  J.  D. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Brown 
trout  fishing  has  yielded  fair  sport  on  the  above 
waters  since  last  report,  but  the  takes  of  sea- trout 
have  been  much  below  the  average. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Seal  (the  Pier). — Very  indifferent  results  have 
been  obtained  by  pier  anglers  throughout  the  last 
ten  days,  the  water  during  tho  greater  part  of  that 
time  having  been  extremely  clear  and  bright. 
Pollack  anglers  have  fished  assiduously  day  alter 
day,  but  their  catches  have  been  quite  unimportant. 
No  specimen  of  skate,  rig,  or  nurse-dog  has  been 
taken  during  the  last  three  daj's,  and  it  is  probable 
that  these  varieties  have  left  this  neighbourhood. 
On  July  14,  Mr.  Arthur  Turner  took  premier 
honours  with  four  pollack,  and  a  large  number  of 
pouting,  while  others  had  tj  be  content  with 
pouting  only,  with  an  occasional  wrasse,  dab,  sole, 
plaice,  or  codling.  Mr.  Bushnell,  Mr.  Stait,  and 
Mr.  Turner,  sen.,  each  did  well  with  small  pouting  on 
July  15,  and  all  rods  did  yeoman  service  with  these 
small  varieties.  Mr.  Waddell's  catch  on  the  following 
day  included  a  rig,  a  nurse-dog,  and  a  weever,  and 
Mr.  Glen  secured  one  large  pollack.  Vast  numbers 
of  pouting  came  to  hand  on  July  17.  Mr.  G.  P. 
Savage,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Strannock,  Mr.  Spurgin, 
Mr.  Lanohester,  Mr.  Methven,  and  others  making 
heavy  numerical  bags.  Tuesday's  fishing  proved 
very  dull  and  uninteresting,  little  being  done  except 


for  a  short  period  in  the  early  morning.  A  strong 
north- east  wind  and  heavy  ground  swell  on  Wei- 
nesJay  almost  put  a  period  to  all  fishing,  and  but 
few  rods  were  plied  after  early  morning  hours. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Lovely  weather,  and  sea  so  smooth 
that  the  most  delicate  stomach  would  not  object  to. 
Plenty  of  pollack  and  bass  at  the  places  mentioned 
last  week.  The  pouting  are  very  large,  and  to  an 
uneducated  eye  may  be  taken  for  whiting.  The 
bass  are  still  in  the  Hamoaze  and  off  Cargreen 
Point,  and  several  are  being  taken  off  the  dockyard 
wall.  Some  very  fine  flatfish  are  taking  the  bait 
off  the  West  Wharf,  and  conger  at  night,  which  is 
very  good  fun,  these  moonlight  nights  being  the 
coolest  part  of  the  day.  Dr.  Hawken,  at  Scilly,  is 
still  having  good  sport.  In  a  letter,  just  received, 
he  says :  "Six  of  us  from  this  house  caught  over 
100  pollack,  all  good  fish,  at  the  Guinnears  last 
evening  in  three  hours.  We  all  used  the  lines  and 
india-rubber  sand-eels  we  got  from  you,  the  red  ones 
being  to  the  fore." — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — We  are  having  beautiful  weather 
here  now,  and  the  water,  being  smooth  and  in  good 
condition,  is  all  in  favour  of  fisliing.  Bass  are  being 
taken  in  fairly  large  numbers  at  the  Ferry  Bridge, 
and  the  fish  are  of  good  size  a  id  in  excellent  con- 
dition. On  Tuesday  evening  a  local  angler  took  one 
fish  of  101b.,  and  another  Olb.  Pollack  are  still  to 
be  had  off  the  breakwater,  also  in  the  haf-bour,  but 
they  are  rather  smaller  than  usual.  W.  Moggeridge, 
fishing  with  a  friend,  has  taken  some  good  mixed 
baskets  ot  fish,  comprising  skate,  silver  whiting, 
dog-fish,  and  pouting ;  also  a  few  mackerel.  Some 
good  congers  are  being  taken  from  the  piers.  On 
July  10  I  saw  a  nice  one  of  nearly  61b.  Pouting 
from  the  breakwater  is  good  sport,  a  large  number 
of  boats  being  out  every  evening. — CaAS.  J. 
Russell  (W.A.A.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  chair  at  both 
meetings  on  Wednesday  evening  last.  The  report 
of  the  previous  week  from  Port  Erin  of  the  capture 
of  a  1501b.  conger  was  corrected,  it  was  a  large  skate. 
There  were  reports  from  a  very  large  number  of  the 
society's  stations ;  fishing  on  the  north-east  coast  is 
becoming  active,  bass  of  from  21b.  to  4lb.  are  being 
taken  at  Sheerness,  and  congers  off  Brighton  up  to 
lolb.  Seaton.— Bass  plentiful.  1601b  of  conger  taken 
by  one  boat  in  six  hours  by  Mr.  Wilkins.  Sidmouth ; 
mackeiel  very  plentiful.  Salcombe. — 7cwt.  conger 
taken  by  one  boat  and  fifty  bass  by  one  rod  off  the 
rocks.  One  catch,  bass,  twelve,  71b.  to  81b.  each, 
off  Bolt  Head,  largest  pollack,  121b.  Penzance. — 
Mr.  Candler  took  specimen  fish,  a  dory,  6Jlb.,  and 
a  ling,  20^1b.  ;  Mr.  Hopkinson,  a  conger,  of  251b. ; 
Messrs.  Bates,  Wheeler  and  Ward,  unable  to  get  off 
to  the  distant  marks  (tides  too  hot),  had  good  takes 
of  pollack  up  to  91b.  and  a  101b.  conger ;  at  Maughold 
plenty  ot  conger,  25  to  two  lines  and  an  abundance 
of  mjckerel.  Letters  from  members  away  fishing 
gave  good  reports  from  Filey,  west  coast  ot  Scotland, 
and.  Penzance.  Mr.  Mallett,  with  Mr.  Summers,  had 
tried  Newhaven,  and  taken  some  bass  and  pollack. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  Secretary,  communicated  to  the 
members  the  sad  news  of  the  sudden  demise  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Tucker,  and  reported  having  at  once  written 
a  letter  of  condolence  to  Mrs.  Tucker,  and  sent 
a  wreath  for  the  interment.  This  prompt  action 
was  heartily  approved  by  the  members  present, 
and  the  news  was  received  with  much  feeling 
by  the  numerous  members  present,  for  Mr. 
Tujker  had  been  a  very  frequent  attendant  at  all 
the  society's  meetings  for  years,  and  his  happy 
face  and  ver  y  constant  energy  in  the  society's  work 
will  be  much  missed  in  years  to  come.  He  was  a 
favourite  with  all,  and  when  anything  had  to  be 
done  always  on  the  right  side.  The  qhairman  after- 
wards rendered  a  very  high  tribute  to  his  many 
excellencies  in  very  sympathetic  terms. 

Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  opened  the  subject  of  the 
evening.  Ideas  and  language  as  usual  with  him 
were  ready  and  suitable.  Discoursing  upon  tackle 
for  bottom  fishing  he  enumerated  and  e.xplained  the 
three  types — paternoster,  chopsticks  and  ledgers — 
and  exhibited  specimens  of  those  used  by  him, 
especially  a  sea  paternoster  by  Holbrow,  with  which 
he  had  been  very  successful;  objected  to  long 
booms,  and  urged  members  in  fishing  to  keep  the 
lead  constantly  moving  and  literally  "  go  to  tho 
fish." 

Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  followed — had  not  had  time 
to  complete  his  paper  on  "Deep  Sea  Bottom 
Fishing" — but  in  an  address  pointed  out  the 
necessity  of  considering  the  nature  of  the  bottom 
in  choosing  tackle,  and  the  depths  which  ought 
always  to  be  ascertained  and  verified.  Currents 
again  influenced  his  choice  of  tackle — great  depths 
required  big  winches,  etc.  Booms  he  liked  pretty 
long  to  let  the  line  flow  off  and  avoid  fouling  with 
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ledger  lines  ;  it  was  important  to  let  the  lino  sail  off 
gently  and  there  will  be  no  tangling.  Size  of  hooks 
must,  of  course,  depend  upon  the  kind  of  fish — 
long  ones  are  ceitainly  easy  to  unhook,  and  do  not 
scare  the  fish  that  rush  at  the  bait.  In  clear  water, 
and  with  the  slower  biting  fish,  a  short  hook  is 
necessary.  As  regards  bait,  the  Ramsgate  scoured 
lugworm  met  with  his  high  approval. 

llr.  Hyde  followed,  and  urged,  especially  in 
bottom  fishing,  the  need  for  careful  marks ;  if 
exactly  taken  and  remembered  much  dependence 
upon  boatmen  would  be  avoided.  He  exhibited 
rods  and  tackle  with  a  running  commentary  on 
their  use  and  excellence,  and  exhibited  a  sounding 
line,  specially  marked,  he  always  used.  The 
subject  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Boyton,  Sum- 
mers, Mignot,  and  others,  and  was  wound  up  by 
the  chairman,  who  strongly  urged  the  constant  use 
of  trails  in  bottom-fishing,  and  of  the  short  shanked 
hook,  and  opened  up  the  subject  of  ground  bait, 
being  in  favour  of  using  it,  and  explaining  the 
mode.  The  speakers  and  the  chairman  were  thanked 
and  an  interesting  meeting  brought  to  a  close  at  a 
rather  late  hour.  Next  Wednesday,  Dr.  A.  Litton 
Forbes,  M.D.,  will  open  a  chat  upon  "Fishing  off 
Sunda  Island  and  on  the  Coast  of  Antrim."  H.P. 


ALLEGED  DESTRUCTION  OF  FISH. 


DuBHAM  Assizes. 

The  business  of  the  Durham  Summer  Assizes  was 
I  continued  at  the  Assize  Courts,  Old  Elvet,  Durham, 
I  on  Saturday,  July  15,  before  Mr.  Justice  Grantham, 
1  ,  who  presided  in  the  Crown  Court,  and  Mr.  J ustice 
I  Jelf,  who  sat  in  the  Nisi  Prius  Court. 

John  Mawson  (48),  mason,  Joseph  Lally  (21), 
labourer,  and  John  Thomas  Vasey  (22),  moulder, 
were  charged  with  unlawfully  putting  a  quantity  of 
lime  into  the  Bradley  Burn,  at  Wolsingham,  a 
tributary  of  the  Wear,  with  intent  to  destroy  fish, 
on  June  18.  Mr.  Mitchell  Innes  was  for  the  pro- 
secution. On  behalf  of .  the  prosecution,  it  was 
alleged  that  Vasey  and  Lally  went  to  a  shop  and 
asked  to  purchase  a  shilling's  worth  of  chlr-ride 
of  lime  for  the  purpose  of  killing  rats.  They 
were  refused,  but  Lally  afterwards  went  to  a 
chemist's  shop  and  purchased  six  pennyworth  of 
chloride  of  lime  in  penny  packets.  Lally  joined 
Vasey,  and  afterwards  Mawson  and  the  men  all 
went  away  together  in  the  direction  of  Bradley 
Burn.  Tl  ey  were  followed  by  two  police  officers  in 
plain  clothes,  and  the  officers  saw  Vasey  and 
Mawson  in  the  river  bending  down  and  groping  for 
fish.  The  officers  disclosed  their  presence  to  the 
men,  and  accused  them  of  putting  chloiide  of  lime 
into  the  water.  They  admitted  they  were  groping 
for  fish,  but  denied  that  they  had  put  any  chloride 
of  lime  into  the  water.  The  police  officers  observed 
that  the  water  at  the  place  where  the  men 
were  found  was  milky  in  character,  and  there 
was  a  strong  smell  of  chloride  of  lime.  Next 
day  forty- three  trout  were  found  lying  dead 
with  traces  of  .the  effects  of  chloride  of  lime. 
The  whole  of  the  prisoners  denied  their  guilt.  The 
jury  found  Mawson  not  guilty,  and  he  was  dis- 
charged. Va=ey  and  Lally  were  found  guilty,  but 
his  Lordship  soid  that  the  language  of  the  statute 
under  whion  the  proceedings  were  taken  was  so 
peculiar  and  inconsistent  that  it  was  a  question 
whether  the  conviction  could  ba  upheld.  In  these 
circumstances  he  was  unwilling  to  sentence  Lally 
and  Vasey  until  the  matter  had  been  argued  in 
London — which  would  probably  not  be  before 
November — if  they  were  willing  to  enter  into  their 
own  recognizances  to  come  up  for  judgment  if  called 
upon  to  do  so.  Lally  and  Vasey  gave  the  required 
undertaking,  and  were  thereupon  released. — New- 
castle Daily  J ournal. 


A  YORKSHIRE  ANGLER'S  TOMB. 


The  Rev.   William  Thomas  Adey,  Leighton 
House,  Kings  bridge,  Devon,  writes  as  follows  : — 
As  an  old  inhabitant  of  Leeds  and  a  follower  of 
'   Izaak  Walton,  I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of 
brothers  of  the  rod  to  a  beautiful  and  intere-ting 
memorial  which   I   find  upon  inquiry  has  b(en 
'  strangely  overlcoked  or  perhaps  never  discovered 
by  the  iratemity. 

It  is  the  t  jmb  of  an  ancient  angler,  old  William 
Taylor,  of  Grewelthorpe.    Situated  on  the  right- 
hand  hide  of  the  chapel  at  Woodhouae  Cemetery, 
that  crowded  city  of  the  dead,  it  does  one's  heart 
good  to  see  in  it  a  memorial  of  filial  affection  and  of 
exquisite  good  taste. 
The  monumental  slab  at  the  head  of  the  grave  is 
I  thicker  than  usual,  so  as  to  give  a  good  appearance 
'■  when  viewed  edgewise    As  if  resting  for  a  moment 
on  the  apex  is  a  kingfisher,  beautifully  posed,  with 
a  minnow  in  its  mouth.    In  the  upper  part  of  the 


stone  above  the  inscription  are  three  trout,  arranged 
in  a  triangle  as  an  ecclesiastical  symbol  of  the 
Trinity.  Beneath,  and  occupying  a  large  part  of 
the  face,  is  a  sunk  medallion  with  a  representation 
of  the  stream,  with  Grewelthorp^  village  on  the 
farther  bank,  and  with  the  old  man  in  the  fore- 
ground playing  a  trout,  whilst  the  son,  who  was  the 
gifted  sculptor  of  the  tomb,  is  receiving  it  in  the 
landing-net.  The  figures  are  portraits,  and  are  in 
fine  preservation.  On  the  plinth  of  the  tomb,  as  if 
left  there  once  for  all,  is  a  wonderful  fac-simile  in 
actual  size,  though  in  stone,  of  the  fish-basket  with 
strap  and  buckle.  Finally,  at  the  shoulders  of  the 
stone  are,  beautifully  represented  in  medallions  and 
in  natural  size,  a  water-ousel  and  a  kingfisher,  one 
on  either  side. 

I  do  not  know  if  my  old  friend  Matthew  Taylor, 
junior,  is  living,  but  I  see  that  an  inscription  to  the 
memory  of  his  mother,  who  died  in  1887,  has  been 
added  to  the  record  of  the  death  of  the  old  disciple 
of  Izaak  Walton,  who  died  in  1873.  At  that  time 
the  writer  of  this  sketch  was  a  Leeds  pastor,  and 
Mr.  Taylor,  the  younger,  was  an  old  waterside 
companion  in  occasional  visits  to  the  Wharfe  at 
Arthington  and  Pool. 

If  there  should  be  need  for  this  monument  to  be 
preserved  or  repaired  by  timely  cleaning  or  skilful 
overhauling,  surely  the  local  anglers'  associations 
will  see  to  it.  I  shall  be  glad,  if  living,  to  do  my 
share.  It  is  evident  that  even  now  a  process  of 
settlement  is  working  damage,  and  an  encroaching 
Aucuba  Japonica  is  concealing  one  of  the  most 
beautifully  designed  tombstones  in  this  or  any  other 
country. 

The  number  of  the  grave  officially  is  2894. — 
Leeds  Mercury. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY. 


Much  satisfaction  is  expressed  on  all  sides  at  the 
greatly  accelerated  train  service  just  introduced  by 
this  enterprising  company  between  London  and 
Ilfracombe  and  other  towns.  The  express  leaving 
Waterloo  Station  each  weekday  at  10.40  a.m.  is  a 
remarkably  fast  train  much  appreciated  by  the 
public,  and  is  known  as  the  "Galloper,"  and  will 
eventually  consist  exclusively  of  corridor  coaches 
with  luncheon  and  dining  cars. 


THE  SURGERY  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
FISH  AT  THE  NEW  YORK 
AQUARIUM. 


New  York  has  the  only  fish  hospital  in  the 
world.  It  has  its  surgeons  and  its  physicians,  its 
wards  and  its  operating  tables.  All  diseases  that 
the  members  of  the  finny  tribe  are  heirs  to  are 
scientifically  and  successfully  treated,  and  thorough 
investigation  and  research  are  made  into  some  of 
the  unknown  diseases  with  which  the  piscatorial 
family  is  afflicted. 

This  remarkable  hospital  is  located  just  back  of 
the  big  glass  tanks  arranged  in  a  circiilar  form 
in  the  Aquarium  at  the  Battery.  It  was  started  as 
an  experiment  some  time  ago,  but  has  developed 
into  a  regular  institution  that  is  one  of  the  most 
important  adjiincts  of  the  Aquarium.  In  fact,  it 
has  much  to  do  with  the  success  of  this  admirable 
exhibition  of  fish  that  has  been  collected  from  all 
parts  of  the  globe,  says  the  New  York  Times.  On 
entering  the  big  building  one  is  at  once  impressed 
with  the  activity  and  healthfulness  of  the  fish, 
that  seem  intent  on  displaying  their  charms  and 
accomplishments.  This  is  all  the  more  noteworthy 
from  the  fact  that  fish  taken  away  from  their 
native  streams,  lakes,  and  ocean  are  inclined  to 
become  ill  and  consequently  sluggish.  But  not  so 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Aquarium.  "Their 
physical  condition  is  carefully  looked  after,  and  the 
slightest  indisposition  is  promptly  attended  to. 

It  was  not  long  ago  that  a  little  hybrid  trout 
bumped  his  nose  against  the  glass  front  of  his  tank 
trying  to  catch  a  killie.  The  nose  became  sore.  In 
ordinary  circumstances  it  would  have  been  the  end 
of  the  trout,  as  disease  would  have  set  in,  and  disease 
in  an  aquarium  tank  usually  means  death.  But  the 
fish  doctor  discovered  that  the  little  trout  was  imder 
the  weather  as  well  as  under  the  water,  and  it  was 
taken  tenderly  away  to  the  hospital. 

Now,  this  fish  doctor  is  constantly  on  the  look-out 
for  patients.  Ho  takes  care  of  the  fish  that  are 
under  his  charge  somewhat  after  the  manner  in 
which  the  old  family  physician  treats  the  baby  when 
it  has  the  colic.  Of  covirse,  the  fish  doctor  treats 
his  patients  a  little  differently  from  the  methods  he 
might  adopt  if  he  were  prescribing  for  human  beings, 
but  his  work  is  on  similar  lines.  It  must  be  known 
first  of  all  that  the  Aquarium  physician  is  of  the 
allopathic  school.  The  homceopatliic  treatment — 
"  like  cures  like  " — is  not  employed  by  him.  Hia 


method  ia  entirely  original,  for  he  has  no  basis  on 
which  to  work.  The  regular  physician  has  hia 
medical  books  ;  the  veterinary  surgeon  is  guided  by 
precedent,  but  the  fish  doctor  is  led  only  by  his  own 
experience  and  observation. 

This  man,  who  conceived  the  idea  of  "  doctoring  " 
fish,  and  not  only  of  "  doctoring  "  them,  but  of  per- 
forming surgical  operations  on  them  as  well,  is  L.  B. 
Spencer.  He  has  charge  of  the  fresh-water  fish 
in  the  Aquarium,  and  is  assisted  in  his  work  of 
caring  for  the  sick  and  disabled  by  W.  I.  De  Nyse, 
who  is  the  keeper  of  the  salt-water  fish.  They 
have  an  excellent  field  there  for  carrying  out  the 
methods  of  treatment  adopted  by  thera,  for  the 
New  York  Aquarium  is  the  largest  institution  of 
the  kind  in  the  world,  and  a  great  many  varietioa 
of  fish  are  brought  under  their  observation. 

The  Saxt-water  Cure  for  Fresh-water  Fish, 
AND  Fresh-water  Cure  for  Saxt-wateb  Fish. 

In  the  case  of  the  little  hybrid  trout  that  bruised 
its  nose  in  its  greediness  to  get  food  in  advance  of 
its  comrades  may  be  seen  one  of  the  simplest  forma 
of  cure  adopted  at  the  fish  hospital.  It  is  not 
designated  by  any  special  name,  but  if  it  were  it 
would  probably  be  called  "  salt-water  cure  "  in  the 
case  of  this  particular  fish,  which  is  an  inhabitant 
of  fresh  water.  If  the  injured  fish  were 'a  native  of 
the  sea  the  treatment  would  be  fresh  water,  and  for 
this  reason  Mr.  Spencer  says  he  practises  according 
to  the  theories  of  the  old  school  of  medicine. 
When  the  condition  of  the  hybrid  trout  was 
ascertained  he  was  taken  from  the  big  tank, 
where  he  was  confined  with  other  fish,  carefully 
lifted  out' in  a  net,  and  transferred  ^to  a  ward — 
or,  rather,  tank — in  the  hospital.  Every  care 
must  be  taken  in  removing  fish.  They  must  not 
be  touched  with  the  hands  except  when  it  is 
absolutely  necessary.  Even  in  using  a  net  the 
greatest  skill  must  be  exercised  not  to  injure  the 
fish.  One  wUl  understand  this  when  one  knows  that 
to  take  a  fish  out  of  water  amounts  to  the  same 
thing  as  putting  a  land  animal  vmder water. 
Imagine  some  rough  giant,  whose  hands  are  as 
large  as  your  body,  grasping  you  in  his  mighty 
grip,  taking  you  from  a  nice  warm  bed,  and 
suddenly  plunging  you  into  a  pool  of  cold  water 
and  holding  you  submerged  for  several  minutes. 

The  hybrid  trout  was  placed  in  the  accident  ward 
of  the  hospital.  The  accident  ward  is  a  large 
wooden  tank  filled  with  clear  water  and  kept  at  a 
fixed  temperature.  Salt  water  is  mixed  with  the 
fresh  water  by  degrees  for  the  treatment  of  the 
fresh-water  fish.  Half-a-dozen  or  more  patients 
are  sometimes  in  the  tank  at  one  time.  The  day 
the  hybrid  trout  was  placed  in  the  ward  several 
fish  were  there  ahead  of  him.  Among  those  imder 
treatment  was  a  great  northern  pike  from  Oneida 
Lake.  He  had  been  caught  by  a  hook,  and  while 
being  handled  his  tail  was  injured.  Fungus — a 
spongy,  morbid  growth  of  proud  fish,  with  which 
fish  are  frequently  troubled— had  set  in,  and 
when  the  pike  was  first  taken  to  the  hospital  it 
was  hardly  thought  it  would  recover.  The  salt- 
water treatment  was  given  it,  however,  and  in 
three  weeks  the  healing  qualities  of  the  water  had 
so  far  manifested  themselves  that  the  fish  was  nearly 
restored  to  health.  Then  there  was  a  whitefish  from 
Belle  Isle  ih  the  ward.  It  had  an  abrasion  on  the 
taU,  caused  by  too  much  handUng  before  it  was  taken 
to  the  Aquarium.  It  was  nearly  well  on  the  day  that 
the  hybrid  trout  became  one  of  its  companions,  and 
is  no  doubt  to-day  swimming  gaily  with  its  follows 
in  the  exhibition  tank  in  the  pubUc  enclosure.  A  bony 
gar  was  hurt  in  the  jaw  and  in  the  tail,  and  a  fungous 
growth  had  set  in  when  it  was  placed  on  the  siclSlist. 
Some  of  the  other  patients  included  a  large-mouthed 
bass  from  Prospect  Park,  Brooklyn,  troubled  with 
fimgus,  and  a  wall-eyed  pike  from  Oneida  Lake  with 
a  fungous  growth  between  the  gill  and  the  fin. 
Nearly  all  these  fish  were  in  a  fair  way  to  recover, 
but  if  they  had  been  left  to  themselves  without  the 
soothing  qualities  of  the  salt  water  they  would  have 
died.  The  salt-water  fish  are  treated  in  the  same 
maimer  with  the  exception  that  they  are  placed  in 
tanks  filled  with  fresh  water. 

The  most  common  disease  among  fish  is  the 
growth  of  fimgi.  If  not  properly  treated  the  fimgi 
will  spread  over  the  body  of  the  fish  tUl  it  dies. 
The  w^aU-eyed  pike,  for  instance,  had  its  gUl  and  one 
side  of  its  body  almost  covered  with  fungi  when  it 
was  taken  to  the  hospital,  but  the  disease  soon 
showed  signs  of  yielding  to  the  treatment.  Pickerel 
are  the  more  susceptible  to  fungus  formations. 
The  common  brook  sucker  is  the  most  stubborn  ia 
yielding  to  treatment  when  disease  has  once  taken 
possession  of  it.  Trout  and  salmon  were  formerly 
troubled  very  little  with  disease,  but  they  are  now 
seen  in  quite  large  nvmibers  under  the  care  of  the 
fish  doctor.  The  carp  is  an  exceedingly  hardy  fish, 
and  is  seldom  sick.  The  goldfish  is  usually  in  gocd 
health,  but  occasionally  has  infiammation  of  the  gilU, 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Blenheim  Angling  Society* 
On  account  of  the  sudden  and  unexpected  death 
of  our  hostess,  Mrs.  Beech,  on  Wednesday,  July  12, 
at  the  London  headquarters  of  the  society,  our 
meeting  on  that  day  was  much  curtailed.  Two 
new  members  were  elected,  and  a  few  routine 
matters  of  business  were  disposed  of.  A  vote  of 
condolence  was  duly  passed  and  recorded,  and  it 
was  decided  that  a  wreath  should  be  sent  from  the 
society  to  the  family  of  the  late  Mrs.  Beech,  whose 
sudden  decease  was  learnt  with  much  regret  by  all 
During  the  past  week  several  members  have  enjoyed 
very  fair  sport  at  Harefield.  Mr.  Wood  Barrett  on 
July  12  secured,  amongst  others,  a  roach  of  1  lb.  OJoz. 
On  July  16,  Messrs.  Blagrave,  Cracknell,  Derry,  and 
Marks  had  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Viner  dace. 
Mr.  Yarham  took  a  mixed  bag  of  fish,  consisting  of 
two  bream  (best  31b.  3^oz.),  roach,  chub,  dace,  and 
perch.  Other  members  also  had  fish,  and  report 
having  been  broken  by  big  fish.  In  the  Rickraans- 
worth  section  the  bailiif  states  that  one  angler  took 
about  121b.  of  roach  on  July  15.  The  "sides" 
competition,  fixed  for  July  23,  has  been  postponed 
sine  die. — E.  B. 

City  op  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  R.  Mcintosh  presiding- 
Fishing  reports  were  numerous,  but  the  trays  were 
scarcely  as  well  filled  as  usual ;  good  results,  how- 
ever, still  come  in  from  the  society's  Wraysbury 
water,  Mr.  Jesse  Birch  having  some  nice  roach 
up  to  1  lb.  ;  whilst  Mr.  J.  K.  Bohling  had  had 
two  good  catches,  taking  many  good  fish — best, 
a  roach  of  1  Jib.  and  a  rudd  of  nearly  1  lb. ;  Mr.  U. 
Howard  also  taking  several  roach  of  about  1  lb. 
each;  and  Mr.  Green  a  dozen  dace — with  fly — up 
to  fib.  Mr.  Mprritt,  at  Elstree,  had  taken  small 
perch,  and  Mr.  Higgs,  at  Hertford,  dace  and  perch. 
Mr.  Isaacs,  at  Lewes,  had  had  fine  roach,  fourteen 
going  21  Jib.,  and  at  Staines  some  120  odd  roach 
and  dace,  best  fish  only  being  retained.  Mr. 
Salisbury,  at  Yalding,  a  small  catcii  of  roach,  large 
gudgeon,  and  eels.  Dr.  Ladell — at  Brighton — 
had  taken  some  thirty  fish — dabs,  wliiting, 
gurnard,  and  weever;  and  Mr.  E.  B.  Lockhart, 
with  a  friend,  a  good  take  of  whiting  pout  at 
Bognor.  Results  of  the  punt  competition  were 
very  meagre — nearly  a  dozen  bream  and  about  two 
dozen  various  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  etc.,  being  all 
that  were  taken  by  nine  out  of  fourteen  com- 
petitors ;  Mr.  T.  Oilbert,  however,  taking  the  dace 
prize.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolff  also  reported  bream 
from  Hampton.  Mr  Begernie  initiated  a  discussion 
— in  which  many  members  participated — aa  to  the 
very  bad  condition  of  the  Lea  below  Tottenham, 
apparently  caused  by  the  great  abstraction  of 
water  for  domestic  consumption.  Fish  had  been 
destroyed  in  immense  quantities  by  the  foul  state 
of  the  lower  portion  of  the  river,  which  was  in  a 
very  insanitary  state.  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired 
that  the  authorities  should  take  imrnediate  steps  to 
remedy  this  danger  to  the  public  health.  The 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
July  18,  under  Mr.  G.  H.  Ohlson's  able  presidency. 
Mr.  C.  F.  Buckingham  reported  a  visit  to  Kelvedon 
on  Saturday,  July  15,  where  he  saw  a  very  large 
head  of  fine  loach.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  clearance  of  a  number  of  "swims,"  and  good 
bag-i  should  fall  to  those  visiting  this  water.  Some 
capital  trout  have  been  taken  at  Chesham,  Mr.  Pi  ice 
securing  two  brace  of  good  fish.  Mr.  Gill  had  some 
roach  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Saltnond  dace  from  the  Colne. 
Mr.  H.  Davey  Turner  took  a  trout  from  the  Tharaea, 
but.  being  below  the  limit,  it  was  returned.  Mr.  R. 
G.  Woodruff  had  a  nice  bag  of  roach,  thirty  weighing 
261b.  Several  other  members  have  been  out  [and 
met  with  varying  success. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Wednesday's  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr. 
P.  J.  Jagels.  The  members  are  still  fishing  hard 
lor  points  in  the  challenge  cup  competition,  the 
result  being  that  six  more  good  specimens  have  been 
weighed  in  during  the  week  by  the  competitors. 
Mr.  G.  Westrup,  three  chub,  31b.  15|oz.,51b.  Ifoz., 
51b.  4oz.,  and  a  roach,  21b.  IJoz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Piercy,  a 
trout,  31b.  loz.  (on  dry  fly) ;  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels. 
a  dace,  15oz.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  eighteen 
specimens  have  been  recorded  by  the  members  since 
the  opening  of  the  season,  as  follows :— Trout, 
1  lb.  9oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  21b.  5foz.,  31b.  O^oz.,  31b.  loz., 
41b.  S^oz.,  and  61b.  Cioz.  (all  on  fly) ;  chub,  61b.  IJoz., 
31b.  15ioz.,  and  51b.  4oz. ;  perch,  1  lb.  lOoz.  and 
1  lb.  IBjoz. ;  roach,  21b.  Ifoz. ;  carp,  6lb.  3oz. ;  dace, 
lO^oz.,  10;Joz.,  ll^oz.,  and  15oz.  Mr.  Westrup  had 
ibree  days'  grand  fishing  lately:  1st  day,  twenty- 


four  dace,  average  Jib.  each,  brace  of  chub,  51b., 
and  some  good  roach;  2ud  day,  five  chub,  IVJlb., 
and  some  roach  ;  3rd  day,  three  chub,  121b.  6oz  , 
and  some  first-claas  roach — all  the  fish  were  returned 
with  the  exception  of  the  four  specimens  mentioned 
above.  Most  of  the  gentlemen  present  had  fished 
during  the  week,  taking  chub,  roach,  perch,  and 
dace,  but  not  being  up  to  our  specimen  size,  nearly 
all  the  fish  were  given  their  liberty. — Hon.  Sec. 

"  Old  School  Board  Anglers." 
At  the  annual  meeting,  held  recently,  of  the 
School  Board  Anglers,  the  important  question  was 
considered  of  the  name  of  the  society,  the  Educa- 
tion Act  having  abolished  the  School  Board,  and 
the  County  Council  having  obliterated  the  name 
wherever  found.  It  was  felt  that  it  was  advisable 
to  avoid  a  complete  breach  of  continuity  with  the 
past,  especially  in  connection  with  the  consistent 
support  given  for  several  years  to  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  and  the  Restocking  Fund,  to 
both  of  which,  by  the  way,  the  usual  annual  dona- 
tions were  voted.  In  the  end  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  to  add  the  word  "  old  "  to  the 
name  was  adopted,  and  in  future  the  society  will  be 
known  by  the  title  of  "  Old  School  Board  Anglers." 
Tlie  president,  Mr.  G.  Attenborough,  was  re-elected, 
as  was  also  the  treasurer,  Mr.  G.  Chaloner.  The 
secretary,  Mr.  A.  A.  Hillam,  after  ten  years' service, 
expressed  a  wish  to  retire,  so  Mr.  D.  Haynes  was 
appointed  to  the  office,  Mr.  Hillam  replacing  him 
on  the  committee. 

Piscatorial  Society, 
Mr.  W.  lOdmonds  was  in  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members.  Mr,  A.  C.  Poole,  who  had  been  fishing 
the  Itchen,  found  the  trout  persistently  smutting. 
He  rose  fish  on  a  000  hackle  midge,  but  found  great 
difficulty  in  hooking  fish  and  retaining  them  when 
hooked.  Pope's  Fancy  was  a  successful  fly,  thou^ 
there  was  nothing  on  the  water  like  it.  Mr.  Poole 
had  several  trout  and  grayling,  tlKJUgh  none  of  any 
size.  Mr.  \V.  M.  Colles  visited  the  Lainbourn  where 
he  did  little  of  account.  On  the  Test  he  kUled  a 
brace  of  good  fish  weighing  31b.  Goz.,  and  unfortu- 
nately lost  a  bigger  brace.  The  Sedge  and  Ginger 
Quill  were  the  successful  flies.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell, 
on  the  Lambourn,  had  two  brace  returned.  He, 
too,  discovered  how  diflicult  it  was  to  hook  big  fish 
on  000  hooks.  He  rose  one  fellow  several  times,  but 
it  did  not  fasten.  Mr.  H.  H  Brown,  on  the  Itchen, 
landed  several  brace  of  grayling  and  trout,  but  they 
ran  small.  He  urged  that  his  rising  star  seemed  to 
be  waning  a  trifle.  He  hoped,  however,  it  would 
come  on  again  for  the  annual  summer  dinner  at 
Newbury  on  Saturday — it  was  a  most  excellent 
test  of  one's  eyesight  and  steadiness  to  go  after 
one  of  these  festive  gatherings  and  land  a  brace, 
or  more,  of  the  cunning  Lambourn  ;trout.  A  few 
roach  and  chub  had  been  taken  on  the  fly 
("Tupp")  at  Uxbridge,  and  some  whilst  bottom 
fishing.  No  trout,  however,  had  been  caught. — 
Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 
Members  attended  in  full  force  on  Monday  last 
and  enjoyed  a  very  plea?ant  evening,  several  visitors 
also  were  with  us.  The  vice-president,  Mr.  A.  F. 
Phillips,  presided.  Four  new  members  were  elected 
and  two  nominations  received.  Mr.  W.  Hearn,  at 
Drayton  Ford,  killed  two  good  pike  and  several 
small  ones.  Messrs.  A.  Brown,  J.  Edmund.s,  Ash- 
mead,  Anthony,  and  Hon.  Secretary,  roach  and 
dace.  A  special  general  meeting  will  be  held  at 
headquarters  on  July  24,  at  8.45  p.m.  sharp. 
Agenda  :  Prize  list  and  confirmation  of  new  rules. — 
A.  E.  J.,  Hon.  Sec. 


MIDLAND  EAILWAY  COMPANY. 


A  FEATURE  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company's 
improved  train  service  for  July  is  the  running  of 
new  dining  and  sleeping  cars  on  the  Scotch  service, 
the  former  being  placed  on  the  1.30  p.m.  St.  Pancras 
to  Glasgow  (St.  Enoch)  and  the  1.30  p.m.  Glasgow 
(St.  Enoch)  to  St.  Pancras,  and  the  latter  on  the 
8.30  p.m.  St  Panc-as  to  Stranraer  and  the  9.58  p.m. 
Stranraer  to  St.  Pancras.  The  new  sleeping  cars 
are  65ft.  long  and  9ft.  wide.  This  exceptional  width 
admits  of  spring  mattress  beds  6ft.  2in.  long  being 
arranged  transversely  with  a  corridor  the  full  length 
of  the  vehicle  for  access  to  lavatories  and  other 
portions  of  the  treun.  Particular  care  has  been 
taken  to  ensure  smooth  running  by  reducing  to  a 
minimum  all  vibration  and  the  tendency  to  roll  when 
at  high  speed.  The  flooring  is  a  double  one,  and 
has  been  specially  arranged  with  a  view  to  deaden 
sound,  the  upper  floor  being  covered  with  Axminstor 
pile  carpet.  All  the  interior  doors  have  been  made  to 
slide,  so  as  not  to  block  the  corridor  and  to  obviate 
the  possibility  of  disturbance  through  banging. 
Efficient  roof  ventilation  is  provided,  and  the  cars 
are  built  with  a  clerestory  roof,  which  makes  the 


compartments  lofty  and  airy.  In  winter  the  cars 
are  heated  by  steam  pipes,  which  can  be  regulated 
by  the  passengers  in  the  compartments  to  suit  their 
convenience.  Passengers  by  the  Midland  Company's 
night  trains  will  therefore  have  everything  in  their 
favour  for  ensuring  a  good  night's  rest.  The  first 
class  dining  car  consists  of  one  dining  and  smoking 
saloon  to  dine  eighteen  passengers,  and  another 
compartment  to  dine  six  passengers,  both  being 
finished  in  walnut  suitably  relieved  with  sycamore 
and  gold,  and  upholstered  in  blue  cloth.  A  portion 
of  this  car  is  set  apart  for  service,  and  comprises  a 
spacious  kitchen  fitted  with  a  large  and  specially 
designed  range,  two  pantries,  linen  cupboard  and 
lavatory,  with  ice  chambers  for  keeping  food  sweet 
and  wines  cool.  The  third  class  car  will  dine  forty- 
eight  passengers,  being  divided  into  three  compart- 
ments, two  acchmmodating  eighteen  each  and  the 
third  twelve.  The  whole  design  and  arrangement 
of  both  dining  and  sleeping  cars  is  adapted  to  give 
the  maximum  amount  of  convenience  and  comfort 
during  long  journeys. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCLVTION  CHALLENGE 
SHIELD. 


First  Round  Resitlts. 
Duke  op  Norfolk  beat  Walham  Green  and 
Chelsea  at  Marlow  ;  Eagle  A.S.  beat  West  Green  at 
Ware ;  Original  Clerkenwell  beat  Edmonton  and 
Tottenham  at  Rye  House;  Camden  beat  Park  at 
Cheshunt;  South  London  beat  South  Berrnondsey 
^t  Amberley  ;  Penge  beat  Westminster  at  Amberloy  ; 
Spread  Eagle  beat  North  Caniberwell  at  Amberloy ; 
West  Ham  Bros,  beat  AValthamstow  Bros,  at 
Maldon ;  Stepney  beat  Limehouse  Piscatorial  at 
Maldou  ;  North  East  Bros,  beat  Dalston  at  Forty 
Guinea ;  Cambridge  Heath  Bros,  beat  Original 
Alexandra  at  St.  Margaret's ;  Good  Intent  beat 
Brunswick  Bros,  at  Shiplake ;  Warwick  Castle  beat 
Brompton  at  King's  Langloy ;  Sundial  beat  New- 
bury Piscatorial  at  Wargravo  ;  Cobden  beat  Ealing 
at  Henley;  Carlton  beat  Campbell  United  at  Tring  ; 
Hoxton  Bros,  beat  Enterprise  at  St.  Margaret's  ; 
Earl  Darnley  beat  I'pton  Park  at  Maldon.  The 
heaviest  take  by  any  team  was  Penge,  381b.  12oz,, 
and  West  Ham  Bros.,  291b.  7oz.  Seven  other' 
teams  weighed  from  101b.  to  15lb.,  the  others  all 
under  101b.  The  previous  holders  of  the  shield, 
Brompton,  Ealing,  and  Dalston,  were  all  beaten  in 
this  round.  The  draw  for  next  round  took  place 
at  headquarters  on  Friday,  July  21.    F.  A.  Gray. 


LONDON  TO  THE  SOUTH  COAST,  ISLE 
OF  WIGHT,  AND  FRENCH  SEASIDE 
RESORTS. 

In  the  tourist  and  excursion  programme  of  the 
London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  Com- 
pany will  be  found  announced  cheap  week-end 
tickets  to  be  issued  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday 
to  all  places  on  the  South  Coast  from  Hnstings  to 
Port-imouth  inclusive,  and  to  all  places  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  also  to  Dieppe,  the  Parisian's  favourite  seaside 
resort  on  the  Normandy  Coast,  with  its  handsome 
casino,  new  marine  promenade,  tine  g  >lf  links,  and 
good  roads  for  cycling.  Cueap  day  excursi'^ns  are  run 
on  Mondays  to  Biighton,  Worthing,  Pulborough, 
Amberley,  Arundel,  Littlehampton,  Bognor,  Mid- 
hurst,  Portsmouth,  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  also  to 
Seaford,  Eastbourne,  Bexhill,  St.  Leonards,  and 
Hastings ;  and  on  Sundays  to  Brighton,  Worthing, 
Arundel,  Littlehampton,  Bognor,  Midhurst. 
Chichester,  Havant,  Portsmouth,  and  the  Isle  of 
Wight.'  Cheap  day  return  tickets  are  alsi  issued 
every  weekday  and  Sunday  by  ordinary  trains  to 
Brighton,  Shoieham,  Worthing,  Littlehampton, 
Bognor,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Newhaven,  Seaford, 
Eastbourne,  Bexhill,  St.  Leonards,  and  Hastings. 
Special  cheap  8  or  15  days'  return  tickets  are  issued 
on  Wednesdays  to  Brighton  and  Worthing ;  on 
Thursdays  to  Eastbourne  and  Seaford;  on  Fridays 
to  Bexhill,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Midhurst, 
Bognor,  Littlehampton,  Chichester,  Havant,  Hayling 
Island,  Portsmouth,  Southsea,  and  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
Circular  tour  tickets,  available  for  a  month,  are 
issued  from  London,  enabling  the  holder  to  travel 
to  and  along  the  whole  of  the  South  Coast  between 
Hastings,  Portsmouth,  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  with 
leave  to  break  the  journey  at  the  several  seaside 
resorts  and  return  to  London,  passing  through  300 
miles  of  most  charming  scenery  in  the  South  of 
England.  Cheap  first-class  day  tickets  to  Brighton, 
Worthing,  and  Eastbourne  are  announced  to  be 
issued  by  certain  of  the  Pullman  car  trains  every 
weekday  and  Sunday.  In  connection  with  the 
Paris  services,  via  the  Nowhaven,  Dieppe,  and 
Rouen  royal  mail  route,  tickets  are  issued  for  tours 
in  France  (including  Normandy  and  Brittany,  the 
Loire  Valley  and  Pyrenees),  Swit/erland,  Italy, 
Austria,  Germany,  the  Tyrol,  Black  Forest,  Algeria, 
Tunis,  etc. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Canal  fishing  during  the  last  month  has  been  all 
the  go  with  the  majority  of  the  non-water  renting 
societies'  member;!,  and  within  a  few  miles  of  our 
little  hardware  village  sport  on  the  whole  has  been 
good.  On  the  Wilton  canal  some  very  good  roach 
have  been  taken,  and  on  the  Warwick  and  Stratford 
canals  some  good  fish  have  been  taken,  the  chief  bait 
being  paste.  Some  few  nerch  have  been  taken  with 
the  small  red  worm.  The  Lichfield  canal  has  been 
fished  with  success,  but  I  have  not  received  any 
reports  from  the  Myra  canal  at  Stoke  Golding ; 
this  water  has  been  very  little  patronised, of  late, 
but  should  be  looked  up  as  it  contains  all  kinds  of 
coarse  fish.  Permission  can  be  obtained  to  fish  the 
off  side  of  Tamworth  canal ;  this  canal  contains 
good  fish.  The  canal  at  Langley  Green  is  well 
worth  a  visit.  Sport  on  the  Trent  has  been  quiet. 
The  bream  in  the  Avon  are  moving,  and  stewed 
wheat  is  the  chief  bait.  The  Severn  requires  a  good 
flush  of  rain,  then  the  fish  would  be  on  the  move,  and 
some  good  sport  would  be  obtained.  The  river  is 
now  better  stocked  with  fish  than  some  years  past. 
The  St.  Paul's  Club  had  a  jolly  evening  on  Tuesday 
last.  A  good  concert  was  arranged  by  the 
committee,  which  was  much  enjoyed  by  the  large 
attendance  during  the  evening.  The  forty  prizes 
won  at  the  late  annual  contest  were  distributed. 
Another  contest  will  be  fished  on  Oct.  1,  when, 
independent  of  the  usual  prizes,  a  silver  challenge 
cup,  presented  to  the  club  by  Mr.  Vowden, 
the  host  of  the  King's  Head,  Upton-on-Severn, 
will  be  competed  for.  The  parks  committee  of 
the  Handsworth  District  Council  have  decided 
to  open  the  pool  in  Victoria  Park  again  this 
season  for  fishing,  and  from  the  present  outlook 
Bport  should  be  good.  Daring  the  late  close 
season  upwards  of  4000  roach,  perch  and  bream 
have  been  put  into  the  water,  independent  of  what 
the  water  contained  previous  to  the  restocking. 
Fishing  will  be  allowed  on  the  first  and  third 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  during  the 
months  of  July,  August,  September  and  October 
from  6  to  10  a.m  ,  tiie  number  of  rods  being  ten 
each  day  upon  the  payment  of  one  shilling  per  rod. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

During  the  past  week  bream  fishing  on  the 
Witham  has  not  been  quite  the  success  it  was  a 
fortnight  ago.  The  fish  have  been  rather  more 
difficult  to  catch,  nevertheless  some  good  specimens 
have  been  brought  to  the  bank.  It  is  probable  that 
weeding  operations — which  are  in  full  swing — have 
somewhat  disturbed  the  fish,  but  when  the  work  is 
finished  there  should  be  no  lack  of  sport.  Bream 
fishing  has  been  prosecuted  with  some  degree  of 
success  on  the  Mount  Pleasant  and  Bellwater  drains 
in  the  Boston  district.  Reaching  is  now  getting 
into  full  swing,  but  the  fish  are  yet  on  the  lanky 
side.  The  writer  had  a  few  hours'  sport  on  the 
Forty-foot,  just  beyond  the  main  darn,/  which  has 
been  put  in  for  cleaning  purposes  in  the  Dowsby 
Fen  district,  on  Monday,  and  he  found  the  fish  in  a 
rare  feeding  humour.  Roach,  rudd,  and  bream  all 
offered  capital  sport  to  both  the  maggot  and  worm. 
Some  of  the  rudd  he  captured  were  very  fine,  and 
three  of  the  best  specimens  turned  the  scale  at 
31b.  4oz.  Another  angler,  who  was  fishing  a  little 
higher  up  the  river,  killed  eight  and  a  half  brace  of 
perch,  the  best  weighing  just  over  l^lb. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  and  the 
Driffield  Canal  are  in  first-class  condition  for  either 
fly  or  minnow  fishing,  and  during  the  week  a  fine 
brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  secured.  Roach  and 
dace  are  also  well  on  the  feed,  both  straw  bait  and 
maggots  accounting  for  nice  baskets  of  fish,  and 
from  the  Hempholme  and  Alrewas  districts 
some  very  fair  takes  o£  roach  and  dace  have 
been  made  with  maggots,  and  at  Leven  Lock 
several  good  perch  and  bream  have  been  secured. 
The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  now  in  good  trim, 
and  several  good  takes  of  roach  and  bream 
reported  during  the  past  week.  Messrs.  Holmes 
&  Sons'  Angling  Club  fished  a  match  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Newport,  Mr.  T.  Smith  weighing  in 
3lb.  14Joz.  for  top  prize,  the  other  competitors 
following  well  up.  Anglers  visiting  the  ponds  and 
deeps  near  Staddlethorpe  Bridge  are  getting  some 
good  bream  up  to  2^\h.  each.  "The  Hull  Town  As- 
Bociation  fished  their  third  match  on  the  lake  at 
Warter  Priory  (by  kind  permission  of  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wil»^n,  M.P.),  and  had  fairly  good  sport,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thompson  topping  the  prize  winners  with  Olb.  SJoz. 
Local  anglers  are  doing  well  on  the  River  Ancholme, 
both  at  Brigg  and  .  Ferriby  Sluice.    Messrs.  W. 


Chapman,  W.  T.  Cheeseman,  and  George  Cheese- 
man  on  Monday,  fishing  near  to  Horkstow,  had 
good  sport  amongst  the  bream  and  roach,  several  of 
the  bream  weighing  from  l^lb.  to  2^1b.  each,  and  at 
the  open  match  at  the  Sluice  on  Saturday,  which 
lasted  about  two  and  a  half  hours,  the  top  weight 
was  over  71b. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  past  week  has  been  a  very  slow  one  on  the 
streams,  which,  up  to  July  18,  remained  at  dead 
summer  level,  when  heavy  rain,  which  fell  the 
preceding  night,  lifted  them  an  inch  or  so.  The 
land  is  at  present  so  parched  tliat  it  licks  up  the 
rain  as  fast  as  it  falls,  and  what  would,  under 
ordinary  conditions,  create  a  nice  little  "fresh" 
simply  stirs  the  streams,  and  that  almost  imper- 
ceptibly. Another  thing  against  decent  baskets 
being  creeled  has  been  the  fact  that  a  deal  of 
thunder  has  been  knocking  about  since  my  last  notes, 
and  anyone  who  knows  anything  about  angling  need 
not  be  told  what  that  means.  The  rain,  slightly  as 
it  has  affected  the  streams,  will  help  things  a  bit. 
Locally->-and  I  take  it  it  will  be  the  same  elsewhere 
— trout  fall  into  a  very  sluggish  way  with  any  long- 
continued  drought,  and  a  sup  of  fresh  water 
generally  means  more  "  life."  A  good  flood  is  badly 
wanted,  and,  unless  it  comes  soon,  the  chances  of 
the  sea-trout  licensees  having  a  successful  season 
will  get  a  bit  steady.  There  are  plenty  of  fish 
hanging  about  the  estuaries,  and  the  nets  are  doing 
well,  but  there  is  not  nearly  sufficient  water  in  the 
streams  to  enable  them  to  run  successfully.  What 
few  have  managed  to  find  their  way  up  are  feeding 
very  badly,  and  nothing  of  any  moment  can  be 
chronicled.  On  Windermere  perch  are  biting  with 
great  freedom,  and  that,  together  with  some  middling 
pike  fishing,  is  all  the  sport  the  lake  is  affording  at 
present. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  official  report  of  the  Bollin  is  "  rather  low,  but 
continues  to  render  good  catches,  especially  in  the 
lower  reaches."  Our  other  rivers,  the  Ribble,  Wyre, 
and  Lune,  appear  to  be  dragging  on  their  average 
reputation.  A  week  to-day  there  will  be  great' 
excitement  at  Leigh  and  Bedford  on  the  occsisi  n  of 
an  All-England  fishing  match,  for  which  Mr.  Hurst 
is  sure  to  make  complete  arrangements.  This  will  be 
followed  by  a  similar  event  next  month,  also  at  Leigh. 
In  the  Robin  Hood  match  on  the  Moss  reach  on 
July  15  Mr.  Jos.  Sharpies  secured  an  interesting 
win  for  the  first  prize  which  included  a  trout. 
Considering  that  something  like  10,000  trout  have 
been  put  in,  which  include  3000  rainbows,  this 
capture  is  interesting;  it  is  about  the  first  ever 
caught  in  a  match.  There  is  nothing  of  importance 
from  either  Warrington,  Liverpool,  orj  Bolton  to 
report,  but  no  doubt  they  are  doing  their  best  in 
this  droughty  weather. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  hard  lines  to  write  any  notes  from  this  city  ; 
the  task  of  making  bricks  without  straw,  as  read 
about  in  the  good  old  book,  is  not  in  it.  We  have 
a  standing  dish — contests  ;  and  to  vary  the  mono- 
tony of  the  same  is  a  great  task,  especially  when 
there  is  such  a  sameness  in  reports.  One  pleasing 
item  is  ;to  hand  from  the  Gorton  A.S.  as  one  of 
their  young  members  took  advantage  of  the  King's 
visit  to  go  in  for  a  little  pike  fishing  at  Chapel-en-le 
Frith,  and  was  lucky  in  getting  one  101b.  after 
being  broken  with  his  first  fish.  1  hear  that  there 
is  great  jubilation  at  Openshaw  ^'over  successes  at 
Poynton  last  Saturday,  but  in  the  absence  of  official 
reports  I  can  only  retail  a  rumour  that  the  champion 
got  1  lb.  lOoz.  with  fifty  fish.  Well,  it  was  the  best, 
and  he  deserves  the  honour.  The  maiden  match  of 
the  Sportsman  Club  was  a  great  success,  and  will 
help  to  cement  these  members  in  the  bond  of  unity. 
Some  of  our  boys  are  bent  on  getting  the  Junior 
Championship  to-day  at  Worsley. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

On  the  Clifton  waters  of  the  Trent  Mr.  T.  Davis  has 
taken  eight  barbel  with  worm,  best  5|lb. ;  and  a 
few  good- sized  fish  have  been  caught  on  the  Holme 
Pierrepont  section  by  Mr.  H.  Green,  the  lessee, 
and  Mr.  A.  Sewell.  Mr.  Boyce,  of  the  City  Pisca- 
torials,  has  had  sport  at  Averham,  and  recently 
he  took  a  very  fine  eel.  The  Wilford  stretch  has 
again  yielded  barbel,  and  one  of  41b.  odd  was  got  by 
Mr.  E.  H.  Birks,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  at 
Shardlow.  Mr.  Birks  also  secured  a  variety  of  chub 
and  dace  and  a  brace  and  a  half  of  trout,  which, 
however,  were  not  kept.  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of 
the  same  society,  has  also  been  busy  amongst  dace 
and  chub  with  gentles.  Wheat  fishing  has  not,  so 
far,  proved  successful.  Plenty  of  eels  continue 
to  be  secured  with  worm,  employed  on  legering 
tackle,  Mr,  F.  Gamble  and  your  correspondent 
having  close  on  forty  from  Rolleston  on  Tuesday. 
The  mission  was  barbel,  but  the  fish  were  off  the 
feed.  On  Thursday,  July  13,  members  of  the  City 
Piscatorial  Society  fished  for  the  Barlow  silver  cup 


at  Rolleston.  J'ifteen  took  part,  and  the  trophy 
was  won  by  Mr.  Jarnos  Priestley,  to  whom  succeefJed 
Mr.  J.  Clements  (secretary)  and  Mr,  W.  Griffiths. 
The  weather  was  intensely  hot  and  no  hcate 
fish  were  killed,  the  wholo  consixting  of  tola. 
The  rivor  keeps  exceptionally  low  and  clear. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  bright  weather,  the  heat 
tempered  by  a  brisk  broe//i  each  day.  A  groat 
number  of  rods  havo  been  out,  but  sport,  on  the 
whole,  not  good ;  the  water  in  all  the  rivers  in 
good  order,  but  it  was  only  in  the  early  morning« 
and  evenins^s  that  the  fish  could  be  tempted  either 
with  the  Uy  or  bottom  baits,  still  some  lew 
fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken.  Mr.  J. 
Jones  had  four  brace;  Mr.  F.  Fidoe,  five  brace 
trout  and  three  grayling;  Mr.  Davis,  three  brace; 
Messrs.  Perks,  Thrift  and  Bridges,  of  the  City 
Club,  some  good  fish.  Some  fine  dace  have  been 
taken  in  tne  Terne,  both  with  maj^got  and 
fly,  and  some  quantity  of  chub.  Messrs.  T. 
Jones,  Williams,  Lewis,  Bowen,  Parker,  Thomas, 
Perkins,  and  Smith  all  had  good  catches. 
The  Westward  Ho  Club  fished  their  first  contest 
in  the  Teme  at  Leigh.  The  winners  were  Mr.  M. 
Shipway,  Ist  ;  Mr.  F.  Weaver,  2nd  ;  Mr.  T.  Birk- 
beck,  3rd ;  Mr.  T.  Baker,  4th.  The  Izaak  Walton 
Club  had  a  competition  on  the  Lower  Teme.  The 
Fountain  Club  had  their  first  competition  in  the 
Avon  at  Wyre  on  Sunday;  between  sixty  and 
seventy  competed.  The  Worcester  City  Club  held 
a  most  enjoyable  day's  fishing  in  the  lake  at  Croome 
Court;  1st,  Mr.  W.  Bridges;  2nd,  Mr.  Gus  Robert; 
3rd,  Mr.  Hughes.  The  Working  Men's  Angling 
Club  fish  their  first  contest  in  the  Avon  at  Twynine 
Fleet  on  July  23. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Grand  weather  has  favoured  local  anglers,  whose 
club  matches  have  been  very  enjoyable.  Most  of 
these  took  place  on  Saturday,  July  1.5.  Members 
of  the  York  branch  of  the  Irish  National  League 
journeyed  to  Nun  Monkton  for  [the  first  match  o£ 
the  season.  The  principal  winners  were  James 
Corney,  41b.  3oz. ;  Alfred  Andaer,  21b.  4Joz. ; 
George  Blanchard,  21b.  l^oz.  ;  H.  Fowler,  J.  Kelly, 
W.  A.  Plows,  McGhoughlin,  W.  Ware,  W.  Martin' 
J.  Calpin,  W.  Stirk,  and  H.  Judson,  sen.  All  the 
seventeen  competitors  caught  fish.  John  Calpin 
was  awarded  the  special  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish. 
Newton-on-Ouse  was  the  loceJe  of  the  Golden  Ball 
(York)  A.C.  on  the  occasion  of  their  opening  match. 
A  catch  was  made  by  each  of  the  seventeen  com- 
petitors, of  whom  the  principal  were  T.  Holbom, 
T.  Wilson,  D.  Mildenhall,  J.  Cooper,  J.  Smith,  H. 
Lambert,  H.  Smithson  and  D.  Doherty.  The  City 
Arms  A.  A.  was  well  represented  at  West  Cotting- 
with,  where  Mr.  Dunnington  Jefferson  granted 
permission  to  fish.  The  heaviest  catch  fell  to  F. 
Smith,  whose  fish  turned  the  scale  at  1  lb.  3Joz. 
There  were  several  ties  between  winners,  the  chief 
of  whom  were  G.  Morton,  J.  Butler,  W.  Heath,  W. 
Brooks,  M.  Jackson,  W.  Lowe,  J.  Shillito,  W. 
Pattison,  C.  Vragg,  W.  Broag,  and  W.  Quinn.  Mr. 
F.  Lowther,  of  18,  Arthur-street,  Hull-road,  York, 
has  caught  at  Elvington  a  barbel  weighing  41b. 
5^oz. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  very  sultry, 
though  overcast,  since  last  notes.  Angling  returns 
show  that  sport  has  been  indifferent  at  most  places, 
and  poor  in  others.  Peal  and  sea-trout  afforded 
fair  sport  occasionally  at  several  places,  but  on  the 
wliole  matters  have  been  dull  as  far  as  those  fish  are 
concerned.  Sea  angling  has  furnished  good  sport  at 
pollack,  gurnard  and  bream,  especially  on  the  Cork 
and  Kerry  shores.  Rain  is  badly  needed  for  the  fresh 
water  fisheries.  All  the  Munster  waters  are  very 
low,  though  the  same  remark  applies,  but  in  a  less 
measure,  to  the  rivers  in  the  other  provinces. 
Salmon,  peal  and  sea-trout  are  arriving  in  good 
numbers  generally  along  the  western  and  south- 
western coasts,  but  are  not  pushing  up  on  many  of 
the  rivers  owing  to  low  waters. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  northern  rivers  are  still  in  a  wretched  state 
through  the  protracted  drought,  which  has  prac- 
tically lasted  for  two  months  now,  as  the  recent 
thunder  showers  had  but  little  effect  on  their  bulk. 
This  is  very  unfortunate,  as  rampant  poaching  is 
going  on  everywhere.  The  flax  crop,  too,  is  in  a 
very  advanced  state,  and  should  copious  showers 
not  come  whilst  the  plant  is  in  the  "steep," 
the  result  will  be  fatal  to  the  salmon  and  trout. 
The  Mourne  is  below  summer  level,  with  a  corre- 
sponding falhng  off  in  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  In 
consequence  of  the  low  state  of  the  lower  parts,  the 
salmon  cannot  get  above  Liffbrd,  and  the  nets 
there  are  making  s  good  thing  of  it,  but  a  bad 
thing  for  anglers.  Angling  on  this  fine  river  is 
confined  to  the  pools  after  sunset. 
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^offings  Bb  l^c  i5Jai2. 

" '  One  of  these  days '  is  none  of  these  days." 


We  give  this  week  an  Index  (as  a  supplement) 
for  the  half-year  ending  June  24,  1905. 


Messrs.  Wm.  Dawson  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  Cannon 
House,  Bream's  Buildings,  EC,  have  just  brought 
out  a  new  edition  (the  seventeenth)  of  their  pretty 
and  useful  little  red  book,  I8mo  in  form.  It  .supplies 
a  very  complete  list  of  English  and  Foreign  news- 
papers, magazine.?,  &c.,  for  home  and  abroad,  with 
the  amount  of  annual  subscriptions.  They  will 
forward  it  to  any  one  on  receipt  of  one  penny. 


Just  a  reminder  that  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset 
Sea  Angling  Society  will  hold  their  Annual  Festival 
on  July  26,  27,  and  28,  under  distinguished  patron- 
age. The  competitions  are  from  pier  and  boats  for 
some  valuable  prizes.  His  worship  the  Mayor  will 
distribute  the  prizes  at  a  grand  Srnol<ing  Concert  on 
Friday  evening,  July  28.  All  further  information 
in  connection  with  this  always  successful  "outing" 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  Mr.  Alfred  G. 
Bowell  (hon.  sec),  Pretoria  House,  Westham, 
Weymouth, 


With  great  regret  anglers  will  receive  the  sad 
news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Tucker.  Although 
salt-water  angling  was  his  favourite  sport,  he  was 
quite  at  home  amongst  the  fresh-water  fish.  He 
passed  peacefully  away  after  only  a  few  days'  illness, 
and  was  buried  on  Monday  at  Abney  Park  Cemetery. 
The  Committee  of  the  B.S.A.S.  thoughtfully  sent  a 
wreath  as  a  token  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 


P  I  NOTE  from  an  advertisement  on  page  x  that 
there  is  an  opening  for  two  or  three  rods  on  a 
fourteen  days'  outing  on  salmon  and  white-trout 
fishing  bent,  to  Donegal.  Much  as  I  should  like  to 
be  one  of  this  merry  party  I  am  afraid  that  the 
rods  will  be  taken.  However,  I  am  quite  s\ire  that 
the  advertiser,  "H.,"  who  is  well  known  to  "  Drag- 
net," will  give  every  possible  satisfaction. 


An  angler,  writing  from  Kingston-on-Thames, 
has  been  out  with  that  successful  puntsman,  J. 
Hennings,  at  Teddington,  and  says  that  were  he  a 
better  fisherman,  his  bag  would  have  been  doubled. 
All  he  captured  was  fifty  roach,  twenty  dace,  and 
six  bream;  best  roach,  lib.  OJoz.  He  hooked  and 
lost  several  large  bream  and  roach.  When  I 
patronise  the  Thames  for  an  hour  or  two  I  shall  be 
quite  content  with  as  good  a  catch.  I  have  often 
"doubled  "  up  my  bag,  and  returned  home  with  a 
blank. 


The  Mick  has  been  on  his  summer  holiday.  He 
had  only  been  away  for  two  days  when  he  was 
arrested  for  poaching  and  taken  before  the  local 
legal  magnate.  ;Hi8  brilliant  defence,  however, 
soon  settled  .the  case  in  his  favour.  "  Shooting 
birds,  yer  honour,"  he  exclaimed,  indignantly, 
"  why  the  only  bird  I  ever  shot  in  my  life  was  a 
rabbit,  and,  begorra,  I  killed  that  wid  a  stick !  " 
The  Mick  left  the  court  without  a  stain  on  his 
"  chsirackter." 


"Water,  pure  water,  bright  water  for  me."  A 
correspondent  sends  the  following: — "On  July  18 
a  small  roach  (7in.  long)  was  left  stranded  in  a  little 
pool  on  the  foreshore  of  the  River  Thames,  near  the 
Greenwich  Gas  Works.  The  fish  is  still  alive,  and 
has  been  placed  in  an  aquarium  in  the  garden  of 
Mr.  C.  H.  Morgan,  Well  Hall,  Kent.  I  venture  to 
think  that  this  is  good  evidence  of  the  increased 
purity  of  the  Thames  water  below  London  Bridge." 
I  Glad  to  hear  it.  As  soon  as  I  return  from  my 
Norwegian  tour  I  shall  sample  the  Gas  Works 
Swim.] 


Mb.  Howard  St.  George,  writing  from  Maam 
Cross,  Connemara,  to  the  Irish  Times,  tells  a 
remarkable  story  of  the  catching  of  a  shark,  which 
is  now  on  view  in  Dublin.  Wnile  fishing  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Screebe  river,  Mr.  Hugh  Gore,  a 
friend  of  Mr.  St.  George,  was  playing  a  salmon 
when  it  was  seized  by  some  larger  fish.  A  struggle 
with  the  latter  ensued,  lasting  an  hour  and  a  half, 
during  which  half  a  mile  was  covered.  Finally  the 
strange  fish  was  brought  to  the  beach  and  landed. 
It  proved  to  be  a  shark  nearly  5tt.  in  length  and 
2ft.  in  girth. 


A  SMART,  a  knowing  SheflSeld  blade  sends  me  a 
bill  of  the  play.  There  is  about  a  yard  and  a  half 
of  it  (red  and  black),  and  the  boldest  lines  in  it  are 
"Grand  Theatre,  ShefBeld."     I  have  fished  for 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


"  magnetic"  fish  in  IManchostor,  London,  and  elso- 
whero  in  tanks — three  trios  a  penny.  But  the 
manager  of  the  "Grand"  (Mr.  Ralli)  has  gone  ono 
better.  'J'hree  large  tanks  aro  placed  upon  the  stage 
containing  live  roach,  porch,  dace,  and  ono  tench. 
Send  in  your  names  ;  say  what  night  you  wish  to 
coinpoto  (entrance  froe)  ;  bring  your  own  rod  and 
line  and  bait;  rally  round  Mr.  Richard  lialli;  and 
take  your  chance  of  sharing  tho  money  prizes  to  the 
valuo  of  £5. 


"  Tjiis  is  tho  time,"  says  the  Shooting  Times, 
"  when  you  may  expect  to  see  the  light  of  the 
glow-worm.  The  insect — for  in  reality  it  is  far 
from  being  a  worm — is  fairly  common  in  Southern 
England ;  and,  although  it  is  rarely  seen  in  the 
Northern  Counties,  it  has  been  met  with  as  far 
north  as  the  South  of  Scotland.  It  is  the  female 
which  emits  the  light.  If  you  examine  one  closely, 
you  will  notice  that  it  posses-ses  three  pairs  of 
thin  white  sacs  in  three  of  the  last  segments  of  the 
abiloiiien,  immediately  beneath  the  skin  on  the 
underside ;  and  it  is  from  these  sacs  that  the  light 
proceeds.  In  the  male  there  are  only  two  pairs  of 
luminous  sacs,  and  the  light  emitted  by  them  is 
scarcely  observable.  The  light  is  said  to  begin  to 
gl  ow  faint  soon  after  midnight,  but  we  have  noticed 
it  shining  at  a  much  later  hour."  [Which  reminds 
me  that  we  are  all  "worms,"  but  we  don't  all 
"  glow."] 

Mb.  E.  M.  Tod  sends  the  following  extract  from 
the  Scotsman : — "  Loch  Leven. — Sir,- — Every  angler 
returning  from  Loch  Leven  has  a  new  theory  as  to 
why  the  fishing  is  so  bad.  The  pike  and  American 
weed  served  their  purposes  in  past  years.  For 
every  angler  said  as  soon  as  the  pike  are  killed  off 
and  the  weed  has  died  out.  Loch  Leven  will  be  as 
good  as  ever.  Both  those  events  have  happened, 
and  yet  Loch  Loven  is,  if  anything,  worse  than  leist 
year.  No  one  will  deny  that  Loch*Levon  is  full  of 
trout.  Why,  tiien,  are  so  few  caught  ?  To  me  it 
seems  no  one  has  grasped  the  real  cause  of  deteriora- 
tion, which,  without  a  doubt,  is  the  vast  quantity 
of  perch  fry.  The  trout  have  found  that  a  small 
perch  is  a  more  succulent  morsel  than  a  flay  with  a 
sting  in  its  tail.  In  proof  of  this  statement  eighty 
per  cent,  or  moie  of  the  trout  caught  on  Loch 
Leven  this  year  have  been  caught  on  the  minnow. 
Until  the  perch  have  been  eradicated  Loch  Leven 
will  go  from  bad  to  worse. — Yours  truly,  Pis- 

CATOR." 


The  hon.  sec.  of  the  Heme  Bay  Angling  Associa- 
tion (Mr.  Joseph  Gripper),  whose  address  is 
Station-road,  Herne  Bay,  sends  a  copy  of  a  pretty 
little  booklet  setting  forth  the  beauties  (according 
to  the  Registrar-General)  of  the  "  healthiest  water- 
ing place  in  England."  It  contains  a  map  compiled 
by  the  Government  Survey,  showing  the  "  marks  " 
and  best  places  to  fish  from  boat  and  pier.  Mr. 
E.  F.  Wheeler  is  the  local  agent  to  the  B.S.A.S., 
and  there  is  appended  a  list  of  tackle  dealers, 
hotels,  boarding  houses,  and  a  host  of  useful 
information  to  all  who  love  the  sea.  A  postcard  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Gripper  will  ensure  a  copy  of  this  little 
guide  being  sent  to  any  address.  I  hear  that  the 
bass  fishing  is  just  now  in  its  prime. 


The  Caxton  Athletic  Club  (Messrs.  William  Clowes 
and  Sons,  Limited)  held  their  Annual  Sports  at  the 
Putney  Velodrome  on  Saturday  last,  July  15.  The 
weather  was  ideal,  the  sport  good,  close  finishes,  and 
good  times  being  the  order  of  the  day.  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Clowes  graced  the  proceedings,  and  received  a 
most  cordial  welcome  from  the  assembly,  who  were 
greatly  pleased  at  their  presence.  Mr.  G.  C.  K. 
Clowes  kindly  undertook  the  duties  of  referee,  and 
stayed  throughout  the  meeting.  The  prizes,  which 
made  a  brave  show,  were  gracefully  presented  by 
Mrs.  Jas.  Thompson,  the  wife  of  the  indefatigable 
general  manager.  The  winners  and  losers  alike  all 
wore  double-barrelled  smiles,  and  everybody  was  in 
the  best  of  good  humour.  So  here's  to  the  next 
merry  meeting ! 


On  Saturday,  July  15,  the  well-known  firm  of 
printers,  Messrs.  C.  W.  Bradley  and  Co.,  of  Fetter- 
lane,  celebrated  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Old 
Ship,  Burnham-on-Crouch.  The  chair  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Walter  Bradley,  with  Mr.  Alexander  in 
the  vice-chair.  A  really  admirable  repast  was 
provided  by  Host  F.  J.  Handley,  giving  the 
greatest  satisfaction  to  all.  Anglers  who  visit 
Bumham  for  sea  fishing  should  not  forget  to  call 
at  the  Ship  before  or  after  leaving  their  boat. 
Commendably  few  toasts;  a  splendid  array  of 
talent — music,  song,  and  recitations — and  under 
the  able  management  of  Stewards  F.  A.  Page  and 
G.  B.  Laird,  who  worked  indefatigably  for  the 
comfort  of  all  concerned,  another  red-letter  day 
in  the  annals  of  this  angler-printer  establishment 
was  consummated. 
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"  Spinntno  Minnow,"  in  the  Bath  Herald,  remindsji 
us  that  Tinea  Vulgaris  is  the  fish  of  the  hour  at 'J 
present.  Well,  now,  to  the  uninitiated  the  Tinea  \ 
Vulgaris  means  the  red-eyed  tench.  This  nice  warm  -1 
weather  (although  I  hear  that  "  more  rain  is  j 
needed,"  etc.)  is  just  the  time  to  find  the  tench  at;,' 
home,  although  he  (or  she,  as  the  case  may  be)  may  I 
be  out  when  you  call,  and  therefore  we  raustv 
designate  the  tench  as  the  "  Travelling  Tinea." 

* .  *  •  «  • 

In  this  very  interesting  article  on  the  tench, 
"  S.  M."  (not  Spare  Moments)  says :  "  We  look  at 
our  float  which  has  been  gently  moving  with  the 
evening  mistral.  It  seems  to  travel  pretty  freely. 
A  '  bob,'  yea,  and  a  good  one."  [Good  one  ?  Cer- 1' 
tainly  !  Whoever  could  charge  the  golden  tenchti^ 
with  uttering  counterfeit  "  bobs  "  ?J 

"'The  angling  hog.'  says  the  American  F.G.,  is 
again  to  the  fore.  Thirteen  members  of  a  Vermont  ■ 
trout  club  recently  caught  331  trout  with  a  total  ■ 
weight  .of  1081b.  This  is  said  to  be  the  largest  catch 
ever  made  at  the  lake.  Perhaps  they  have  gone 
into  the  wholesale  fish  business,  for  they  could  not 
have  taken  all  those  fish  for  pleasure." 

•  •  •  *  * 

This  is  not  so  bad  ;  the  average  was  over  three 
fish  to  the  pound.  But  what  about  these  Bristol 
chaps  (not  Bath  Chaps,  not  "  hogs,"  but  "  porkers  ") 
who  depleted  the  waters  of  the  Avon  recently  ? 
Eighty-five  anglers  fished  a  competition,  and  at  the 
weigh-in  the  "  beam  was  kicked "  with  a  total 
weight  of  six  and  a  half  ounces  !  Something  wrong 
with  the  water  or  weather.  This  is  not  their  /or/e— 
ask  Mr.  Fortt. 


Mes.sbs.  Novello  and  Co.  send  us  a  very  inter-  - 
esting  selection  of  their  recent  publications,  amongst 
which  are  five  exceedingly  eSective  arrangements 
for  the  organ.    Three  of  these  are  original  com- 
positions by  C.   H.   Lloyd,   and    comprise  two 
scherzos.  No.  1  in  C  minor.  No.  2  in  E  major,  and  a 
postlude  in  E  flat.     Tliese  three  well- conceived 
works  should  appeal  to  all  organists  who  are  in 
search  of  something  distinctly  out  of  the  common.  , 
John  E.  West  is  represented  by  an  excellent  con- 
ception in  "  Meditation,"  and  has  also  edited  a  ■ 
number  of  organ  arrangements  from  the  works  of 
Schumann,  Mackenzie,  Bach,  etc.    The  collection  ■ 
of  glees  and  part  songs  for  male  voices,  published ' 
by  Messrs.  Novello  under  the  title  of  "  The  Orpheus," 
is  well  known  amongst  vocalists,  and  always  looked' 
for  with  avidity.    Members  of  glee  parties  will  fully ' 
appreciate  the  three  latest  additions  to  the  series, ' 
"  The  Christian  Martyrs,"  a  finely  dramatic  and 
declamatory  part  song,  "  The  Trumpet  Sounds,"  : 
a  highly  effective  work,  and  a  very  melodious 
setting  of  "  Jesu,  our  only  Hope  of  Heaven."  The 
music  is  by  Laurent  de  Rille,  and  the  English 
words  by  Paul  England.    Mr.  John  E.  West  is  also  ' 
to  the  fore  in  his  editing  of  Bach's  "  How  Brightly  ? 
Shines  the  Morn,"  and  "Christ  Lay  in  Death's,' 
Dark  Prison,"   the  English   version  of  which  is' 
written  by  Paul  England.    The  former  is  a  church' 
cantata  and  the  latter  an  Easter  cantata,  both  for . 
soli,  chorus,  and  orchestra.    Edited  also  by  John' 
E.  West  are  Bach's  "  The  Spirit  also  Helpeth  Us," 
and  "  Come,   Jesu,   Come,"   both    double  choir 
"motets,"   the  English  words  of  which  are  by 
WUliam  Bartholomew. 


Mr.  G.  Mackay,  of  the  Sportsmen's  Depot, 
Bridge-street,  Aberdeen,  says  the  Aberdeen  Journal, 
is  finding  his  an ti- midge  preparation  growing  in 
favour.  In  the  warm  season  a  touch  of  this 
pleasant  fluid  is  very  efficacious.  To  anglers  and 
those  engaged  in  outdoor  sports  it  ought  to  be 
welcome. 


Amusement  in  its  present  issue  has  a  fine  sketch 
called  "  Wild  London "  ;  a  tragic  episode  of  pro- 
fessional work  is  told  in  the  life-story  of  "  Alary 
Gower,"  and  to  show  the  humours  of  Fleet-street —  I 
and  there  are  humours  in  its  mixed  life — "  A 
Journalist's  Trick  "  causes  laughter,  and  the  name  • 
of  the  magazine,  too.  1 

The  Leyton  Waltonians  took  their  annual  outing  I 
on  Tuesday  last.    Starting  from  headquarters,  a  I 
beautiful  drive  through  the  country  brought  them  I 
to  "  The  Fish  and  Eels,"  at  Hoddesdon,  where  Host 
Carruthers  and  his  gude  wife  provided  the  party 
with  a  capital  dinner,  plenty  of  comfort  and  general 
good  cheer.    The  competition  did  not  come  up  to  | 
expectation,  for  in  spite  of  the  presence  of  such  I 
veterans  as  Armstrong,  Arrowsmith,  Rumbal,  and 
others,  only  very  small  catch  being  recorded.  , 


Mr.  Joseph  Knott,  writing  from  Margate,  says 
that  last  evening  (July  18),  a  gentleman  caught 
seven  splendid  grey  mullet  under  Margate  Jetty 
Extension  Pier.    Good !  who  shall  say  'tis  not  ? 

Dragnet. 
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Wotes  from  l^e  Wotl^. 


Peince  Abthub  of  Connaught,  along  with  Col. 
Wyndhani,  is  recruiting  at  Craig-Gow<in  Cottage, 
Balmoral,  and  angliag  on  the  Dee.  There  are 
plenty  of  6sh  of  the  "  potted  "  order,  and  with  the 
daily  thunder  pelts  they  are  getting  good  sport. 

On  the  other  reaches  little  or  nothing  is  being 
done.  There  is  so  little  water  that  scarcely  a  single 
fresh  grilse  is  getting  up,  yet  they  are  in  thousands 
at  the  mouth. 


The  autumn  fish  are  already  on  the  coa^^t  in  goodly 
numbers,  and  some  magnificent  weights,  but  many 
are  of  the  soft  order,  and  the  high  quality  of  the 
salmon  so  well  maintaiaei  throughout  the  year  is 
undergoing  a  change. 


Angling  quarters  are  more  in  demand  than  ever. 
During  the  season  dozens  of  letters  are  answered  on 
the  same  lines.  Of  course,  everyone  is  anxious  to 
make  the  most  and  the  best  of  their  holiday,  and 
these  letters  are  the  natural  outcome  of  anxiety, 
which  passes  off  with  a  little  experience. 

The  answer  to  one  is  the  same  as  the  answer  to 
all.  If  one  fixes  upon  a  spot,  one  should  chuck  and 
chance  it.  The  angling  hotels  advertising  free 
fishings  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  about  the  best  in 
the  country.  The  best  plan  is  to  go  to  the  hotel 
first,  and  then  look  about  afterwards  if  not  pleased. 

When  a  water  is  mentioned  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  the  good  ot  the  angling  public  in  general,  and 
readers  in  particular,  that  is  all  that  is  needed. 
The  schoolmaster,  postmaster,  stationmaster,  or 
other  local  man  on  the  spot  will  be  only  too  glad  to 
supply  details  as  to  lodgings,  fl'es,  etc. 


The  Cabrach,  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Deveron, 
is  closed  to  the  angling  public.  Mr.  Harry  Duncan, 
Glasgow,  who  fished  it  for  years,  and  supplied 
many  interesting  notes  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  its 
waters,  has  moved  his  camp  to  Dufftown,  on  the 
Fiddoch,  a  tributary  of  the  Spey. 

There  are  lots  of  free  fishing  about  Dufftown, 
and  the  temperance  hotel  is  about  the  best  place  to 
put  up  at.    The  Spey  itself  is  not  far  off. 

The  Laird  of  Drum,  Mr.  A.  F.  Irvine,  was,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  approaching  marriage,  presented  by 
the  tenantry,  keepers,  and  others  on  his  estate  at 
Deeside  with  a  silver  rose  bowl  and  silver  tea  service 
lor  his  bride. 


Owing  to  tha  very  dry  tinder  nature  of  every  bit 
of  grass  and  heath,  moor-fires  are  so  common  that 
they  are  quite  the  order  of  the  day.  There  were 
two  or  three  last  week,  and  some  of  them  are 
smoking  yet.    They  are  not  easily  got  out. 

Dr.  Farquharson,  M  P.  for  West  Aberdeenshire, 
ia  retiring  from  Parliament.  I  and  others  have  had 
naany  personal  favours  at  his  hands.  Once  I  wrote 
him  for  angling  on  the  famous  tributary  of  the  Dee. 
This  was  his  reply  on  the  back  of  my  letter  :  "  Make 
whatever  use  you  I  ke  of  the  Feugh,  and  good  luck 
to  you.  (S.gaed)  R,  Farquharson,  Ho  use  of 
Commons." 


The  Orkney  and  Shetland  waters  are  yielding 
well.  Anglers  are  leavine;  for  the  north  with  every 
>mail  boat.  On  Loch  Stennis  and  Harry  twelve 
trout  (61b.)  is  about  an  average  biaket.  At  Hills- 
wick  about  a  dozen  anglers  are  at  thfe  hotel. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE  PEAK  OF  DERBYSHIRE. 


The  Peak  of  Derbyshire,  which  the  late  Mr.  John 
Ru=ikin  described  as  "  the  most  educational  of  all 
English  landscapes,"  and  for  which  other  notable 
writers  have  claimed  pre-eminence  for  natural 
■leauty,  is  the  subject  of  a  new  illustrated  hand- 
3ook  which  the  Midland  Railway  Company  have 
issued  for  the  present  tourist  season.  The  little 
/olume  U  handsomely  illustrated,  and  contains 
ihort  descriptive  notes,  maps,  and  tables  of  fares, 
*nd  other  information.  Tne  Midland  Company 
lave  introduced  circular  tour  tickets  enabling  the 
lolder  to  vi-it  most  of  the  places  of  interest,  and 
acilities  are  ^ven  by  means  of  which  the  tourist 
jay  make  himself  better  acquainted  with  the 
Vorthem  Peakland.  Business  men  in  search  of  a 
juiet  district  and  an  invigorating  atmospheie  for 
;heir  summer  holiday  should  make  application  for 
;hi8  book,  which  may  be  obtained  of  any  Mi  Hand 
itation-maater,  agent,  or  district  auperint  ndent. 


ANSWERS  TO  OGRRESPONDENTS. 

J.  D.  l)ixo>^. — The  marsh  worm  is  to  be  found  in 
very  rich,  damp  soil,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
tackle  dealers.  J.  Theaker,  2,  Hroarl  Marsh,  Not- 
tingham, sjpplies  them  in  perfect  condition.  ' 


!iLetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
o^nmions  expressed  by  owr  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — A  telegram  accepting  the 
rod  fishing  of  this  section  of  the  Vosselven  from 
Aug.  3  has  just  reached  me.  The  weather  here  is 
very  fine,  and  the  snow  having  apparently  become 
exhausted  on  the  lower  mountains,  the  river  has 
fallen  rapidly,  not  le-s  than  four  or  five  feet  in 
eight  days.  The  opinion  I  expressed  three  weeks 
ago  that  the  outlook  for  the  immediate  future 
therefrom  was  very  good  indeed,  whatever  it  might 
be  for  later  on,  has  been  so  far  entirely  verified. 
My  Evanger  water  has  fished  extremely  well,  the 
anglers  there  having  in  the  fortnight  ending  July  8 
landed  fifty-five  salmon  and  two  grilse,  weighing 
11071b.  Now  they  are  doing  much  less  well.  On 
this  lower  section  sport  has  bsen  and  continues 
good,  and  our  luck  with  big  fish  has  also  lasted. 
On  Monday  I  had  a  fresh  run  fish  measuring 
44iin.,  which  weighed  41  lb.,  and  yesterday  mom' 
ing  I  got  another  of;  length  47  fin.,  which  weighed 
5 lib.  These  lengths  and  weights,  making  both, 
fish  circa  eight  per  cent,  over  your  scale,  show  that 
both  werd  of  goodly  shape,  but  the  heavier  one  had 
be3n  far  too  long  in  fresh  water,  and  was  quite  off 
colour.  The  hot  sun  drove  me  indoors  about  11.30, 
but  my  wife  and  I  completed  a  good  day  by  landing 
721b.  in  the  evening  ;  this  is  all  too  good  to  last. 

Sea- trout,  like  the  salmon  and  grilse,  are  running 
unusually  early.  Two  evenings  ago  (July  12)  I  had 
a  dozen  rises  of  them,  though  I  only  bagged  two  of 
21b.  and  41b.  owing  to  my  fly  on  4-0  hook  being 
far  too  big,  but  as  salmon  kept  taking  it  I  did  not 
change. 

The  coppery  tinge  of  some  of  our  latest  captures 
and  this  early  advent  of  sea-trout  quite  reconcile 
my  gillies  to  getting  tha  certain  £20  rent  in  place 
of  the  fishing. 

News  has  reached  me  of  two  rivers  in  the 
province  of  Romsdal,  and  of  one  productive  river 
in  Sogn  having  fished  badly.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  is  by  no  means  general. — Yours  sincerely, 

Bolstadoren,  July  14.  Edward  Sturdy. 


SILKWORM  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  pleased  to  read  the  artisle 
by  Mr.  Eldred  on  silkworm  gut,  published  in  your 
edition  of  July  8.  A  great  deal  has  been  written  on 
this  subject.  Mr.  Eldred  must  have  been  to  some 
considerable  trouble  to  obtain  such  valuable  in- 
formation, and  I  am  sure  it  will  interest  all  fisher- 
men and  fishing-tackle  dealers. 

The  polishing  Mr.  Eldred  refers  to  does  injure  the 
gut,  as  on  rubbing  the  gut  becomes  hot,  but  this  is 
done  to  make  it  more  saleable  by  giving  it  a  better 
appearance.  Rubbing  will  also  hide  any  defects  in 
the  strands.  When  gut  is  worked  up  the  tackle 
made  with  it  is  again  rubbed  with  washleather. 
Unless  the  varnish  is  put  on  mounted  hooks  very 
carefully,  if  the  varnish  touches  the  gut  it  will  injure 
it.  A  great  deal  of  tackle,  especially  gut-work,  is 
spoilt  through  exposure  in  shop  windows. 

With  reference  to  your  remarks,  Mr.  Editor,  re 
the  importation  of  gut  in  the  natural  state.  This 
was  referred  to  in  your  paper  some  twenty  years 
ago.  At  that  time  I  sent  in8tru3tions  out  to  Spain 
to  send  50lb.  weight  of  gut  made  up  without  bleach- 
ing, but  very  few  people  would  buy  it,  and  after 
keeping  for  two  years  it  was  returned  to  be  re  made 
up.  I  will,  however,  have  a  few  pounds  made  up 
in  the  natural  state  and  have  some  gut  casts  made 
with  the  same,  and  will  induce  some  of  our  customers 
to  show  to  anglers.  There  is  no  doubt  that  bleach- 
ing does  injure  gut. 

When  I  went  to  Spain  first  I  found  a  great  deal 
of  gut  was  being  spoilt  in  the  making-up  process. 
At  the  time  the  gut  crop  is  gathered  the  sun  is  very 
hot,  and  many  of  the  country  pe  iple  put  the  gut 
into  the  sun  to  dry.  This  did  injure  it.  Gut  is  now 
made  more  carefully,  and  tj-day  is  much  stronger 
and  better  than  it  was  years  ago. — Yours  truly, 

S.  Allcock. 


SHORT-RISING  FISH. 
Sir, — Some  years  ago  there  appeared  in  the  Field 
a  letter  which  appeared  full  of  suggestion  in  this 
matter,  tending  to  confirm  "An  Amateur's"  belief 
that  what  we  term  short-rising  fish  "  actually  take 
the  fly  and  hook  into  their  moutha  and  instantly 
reject  it." 


The  said  letter  contained  the  observations  of  a 
gentleman  upon  the  behaviour  of  certain  fish— I 
forgot  what  they  were — which  he  kept  in  an 
aquarium.  Their  fiehaviour  varied  con^iJerably  on 
different  days.  On  one  day  they  would  c<jme 
brinkly  at  food  with  mouthi  open  and  giUi  dig- 
tended  ;  the  food  being  drawn  into  their  mouths  by 
the  froe  current,  and  retained  there  when  they  shut 
thoir  moutha.  On  suoh  days,  they  mriant  bu<inosH. 
On  another  day,  they  would  swim  to  the  food, 
opening  their  mouths  to  admit  it,  but  kef.fnng  the 
gill  covers  closed,  so  that  wlien  they  shut  their 
m  juths  the  morsels  were  expelled  with  the  return- 
ing water.  I  have  never  Ijeen  at  the  pains  to 
confirm  this  observation,  being  without  hope  of 
devising  a  remedy  for  the  practice  in  queition  ;  but 
it  seems  not  improbable  ttiat  herein  is  explaine<l 
the  mechanism  of  short  riiing.  The  water  expelled 
by  the  act  of  shutting  the  mouth  when  the  gills  are 
closed  carries  out  with  it  the  fly  without  conta.;t, 
or  with  the  slightest  contact,  with  the  tongue  or 
cartilaginous  lining;  whereas,  if  the  gills  remain 
open,  the  water  is  expelled  through  th^m,  tending 
t  )  carry  the  fly  further  towards  the  gullet. — I  am , 
Sir,  your  obedient  .servant,    Herbert  Maxwell. 


TROUT  IN  THE  TR.4NSVAAL. 

Dear  Sir, — My  correspondent  at  Johannesburg 
writes: — "Grateful  and  comforting  are  anglers' 
letters,  and  they  are  especially  welc  ^me  when  such 
a  genuine  interest  is  betokened  in  the  trout 
acclimatisation  in  South  Africa.  I  was  particularly 
glad  you  made  such  a  kindly  leferance  to  Transvaal 
and  Natal  trout  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  because 
such  a  luxury  as  trout  in  any  Colony  must  serve  as 
a  magnet  to  sportsmen  who  are  contemplating  a 
trip  abroad.  That  may  be  a  very  commercial  way 
of  looking  at  it,  but  such  an  idea  is  fostered  by  waj' 
of  justification  when  public  funds  or  public  sub- 
scriptions have  to  be  the  ways  and  means  of 
establishing  trout-acclimatisation. 

"Intrinsically — aoart  from  any  su^gestiin  of 
'  business '  for  a  Colony — of  course  the  trout  is 
grand;  I  have  loved  him  since  I  fished,  in  my  boy- 
hood, a  little  river  which  runs  through  Shr  jpshire 
meadows,  and  here  in  the  Transvaal  the  trout  is 
especially  to  be  welcomed,  as  a  novelty  to  interest 
both  Briton  and  Bier ;  it  will,  I  am  convinced,  be 
a  pleasant  link  to  Englishmen  and  Scotsmen,  Irish 
and  Welsh,  with  their  native  countries,  and  it  will 
be  a  cementer  of  friendship  all  around,  so  we  hope 
and  believe.  We  hope  the  Boers  will  like  him  and 
his  sporting  qualities. 

"  I  was  very  much  interested  in  your  reference  to 
Blasrdon  Reservoir — they  must  be  grand  trout." — 
Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


FISHING  AT  SEATON,  DEVON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  afraid  your  reply  to  H.  A. 
Robinson  in  your  issue  of  July  15  re  fishing  at 
Seaton  is  likely  to  prove  rather  misleading.  Trout 
fishing  can  be  had  in  the  Axe  from  Colyford  to 
Axminster,  but  all  the  water  is  preserved  and  the 
subscription  limited  and  fairly  heavy.  A  li  :ence 
from  the  Axe  Conservators  is  alsi  necessary.  There 
are  salmon  in  the  Axe,  but  one  might  fish  for  weeks 
with  the  rod  without  catching  one. 

There  is  no  ferry  to,  or  pier  at,  Axmouth,  and  no 
fishing  there.  This  village  lies  about  a  mile  up  the 
river  from  the  sea.  There  is  a  bridge  over  the 
river  at  Seaton,  adjoining  the  railway  station,  and 
from  thence  a  pleasant  walk  to  Axmouth.  Bass 
fishing  can  be  obtained  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
from  the  beach.  Thirty  years  ago  there  was  a  g3od 
stone  pier,  but  this  has  long  since  been  washed 
away.  Good  sea  fishing  outside  can  be  obtained 
for  pouting,  bream,  conger,  pollack,  and  mackerel. 

I  have  fished  at  Seaton  for  thirty  years,  so  can 
speak  with  some  experience. 

The  best  boatman  to  apply  to  is  Mr.  J ohn  WUkins  , 
Seaton,  Devon. — Yours  truly,    Francis  Howse 

[The  answer  to  H.  A.  Robinson  was  ta'<ea  from 
the  "Angler's  Diary."  We  are  much  obliged  to 
Mr.  Francis  Howse  for  his  letter.— Ed,] 


GUT— THE  CABRACH 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  gratified  to  see  in  your  notes 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  8  a  plsa  for  the  non  - 
bleaching  of  gut.  For  many  years  I  have  advanced 
this  view  and  tried  to  get  natural  gut,  but  have 
only  once  or  twice  succeeded — once  when  I  pur- 
chased an  old  book  of  fly-dressinj  materials  belong- 
ing to  John,  Duke  of  Athol,  which  was  certainly 
over  fifty  years  out  of  use.  In  this  I  found  a  few 
strands  of  unbleached  finest  trout  gut  (about  equal 
to  XX  drawn).  A  cast  made  from  these  proved 
most  useful,  and  I  was  able  to  land  with  it  a  grilse 
of  4^1b.  in  that  most  weedy  river,  the  South  Cgie. 
This  year,  through  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  I 
procured  some  more,  and  on  the  few  opportunities 
I  have  had  of  using  it  it  proved  more  than  equal  ia 
strength  to  any  ordinary  gut. 


'--^'-ri  
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LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 


Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links,    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B, 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Pishing,  April 
to  end  September.  Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address :  "  Macfadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 


FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf ; 
Billiards. 
0.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  fof*  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  CuUen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND'bANnIrOWN  TRODT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Kish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  98.  per  day  or  £2  lOs.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  6s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5«.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water.— Address,  Manaqerbss. 

ISLAND  OF^  HARRIS. 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL. 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  " Hotel  Harris." 
WILLIAM  .J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris 


MAELOQ  LAKE  HOTEL, 

arr  croes,  Anglesey. 

Bright  bracing  air;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  'J'rout  Kishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  live 
miles'  drive,  or  'ici.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  OTO  Bangor.— I'roprietor,  T.J.  COXXfiELL. 


DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

KINLOCH  -  RANNOCH. 

First  Class  Tourist  and  Anglers'  Hotel. 
Close  to  Loch  Rannoch  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  River  Tummel.  Free  Fishing  and 
Boats  on  Loch  and  River,  of  which  the 
largest  stretch  in  the  district  is  in  con- 
nection with  this  Hotel.  Moderate 
Terms.  Posting  at  Struan  and  Kinloch- 
Rannoch. 

Telegrams  :  "  Dunalastair  Hotel." 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

HAN^  ICON'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DBS  BAINS. 
SALINS-JDRA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DE8  BAINS. 


GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNOH^,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.  Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also.— Address, 
S.  J.  Hurley,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex, 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  iport  of  Pike, 
Koa:h,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Freih  stocked.  860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
Tra  as  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizxs  OP  Fish  : 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  Inch, 
Rndd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gndgeon,  1  Inch. 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  giEIK: 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden,  en  TRA  NCE  OF  BLA  CK  FOREHT. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First- Clasa.       Clioicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  CuUen,  Derry- 
uianDin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
l)oat  and  two  men,  .C4  per  week  ;  twogentlenien 
tlshing  from  the  one  boat,  £'i  5x.  each  per  week  ; 
lliat  Includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLAKKB. 


WESTMORELAND. 


2  OR  3  RODS  WANTED 

To  complete  small  fishing  club.  Lake 
excellently  stocked  with  Rainbows  and 
Brown  Trout,  averaging  2  lbs.  each. 
Good  river  fishing ;  Trout  and  Salmon. 
August,  September,  and  October,  best 
months. — Apply  C.  W.  Wilson,  Rig- 
maden  Park,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 


The  Oweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Annre.  Comfortable  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  hanks  of  the  Gwecdore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Lough  Anure,  and  within  a  few 
minute.s'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
508.  weekly.  Fishing  USx.  weekly,  Mm.  fort- 
nightly, 60s.  monthly.  Grilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.  S,000  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  12th  August.  Apply— 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  Donegal. 
Tehi/raini* :  "  Horti.  ('koli-\.  Gwehjobk." 


The  "Dapping  "  Season  has  now 
commenced. 

THE  FINEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

iJrifts  of  two  and  tliiee  miles  over  splendid 
sliallows.  Nearly  7(i,(iOO  aeies  of  deep-water 
fislinig  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUB,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrili,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Under  New 
Management;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
Baths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Taritf. 
(irand  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery ;  bracing 
air  ;  only  4}  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  api)lication  to — 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 


TO    BE    1L.EX  £25. 

About  2  miles  of 

GOOD  COURSE  FISHING 

Pike,  Chub,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Eel, 
in  River  Thame,  about  miles  from 
junction  with  the  Thames,  2J  from  Wal- 
lingford,  Berks,  and  about  hours  from 
London  by  the  G.W.R.  Good  accom- 
modation in  village.  —  Address,  L.  B. 
Saondees,  Warborough,  Wallingford, 
Berks. 


WANTED  BY  LADY  AND  GENTLEMAN, 

GOOD  GENERAL  FISHING 

For  three  or  four  weeks  from  middle  of  Sej)- 
tember,  with  board,  attendance,  and  use  of 
boat.  State  terms  inclusive.  Advertiser  would 
iippreciate  recommendation  to  comfortable 
quarters,  with  likely  sport,  from  brother  anglers. 
—Address,  Box  3,729,  c/o  .JUDDS,  5,  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  ¥,.C. 


FOR  SA.r.E:. 


Pure-bred 

IRISH  RETRIEVER 

(Pedigree). 

14  months.       Price  £lO. 


For  full  particulars,  apply  to  Air.  George 
RooPER,  Nascott  House,  Watford. 


S^X-IMCOiy  ROD 

(17  feet),  by  HARDY, 
Reel  and  lOO  yards  of  Line, 

ALL  EQUAL  TO  NEW. 
Also  TWO  DOZEN 

TdSLV^o   Salmon  Flies, 

by  Best  Makers,  £S  6s. 
Mr.  GboRGE  Roopbr,  Nascott  House,  Watford. 


Now  Ready.    3s.  6d.  net. 

FISHING  IN  DERBYSHIRE  &  ARODND. 

By  WALTER  M.  GALLlCHAN, 

Author  of 

"Fishing  in  Wales"  (3/6  net),  and 
"  Pishing  and  Travel  in  Spain  "  (6/-  net). 

WeittmiiiMer  Oazette.— "The  author  dealH  with  tlie 
Derbyshire  Streams  in  a  thnrouglily  practical  fanliiun, 
pruviding  just  thtj  kind  of  informatiuu  tisheroieu  muettly 
need." 

London  :  F.  B.  ROBINSON  &  CO.,  20,  Great 
Kussell  Street. 


Read  T*]iiia. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  enTelopc 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIBS 
for  gd.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6g. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magniflcence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  v  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

«Jolin  mriilte  Ab  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

ONIACH,  IRELAND. 


ANTI-MIDGE  BOUQUET 

For  Gnats  &  Mosquito  Bites. 

PREVENTS  AS  WELL  AS  CURES. 

Mr.  MARSTON,  Editor  Pishing  Gazette,  says  : 
'The  pleasantest  preparation  1  have  met  with 
for  .scaring  oft  gnats  and  midges.  I  never  feel 
comfortalile  unless  1  have  a  bottle  In  my  i  recl 
to  rub  on  liands  and  neck  occasionally." 

Beware  0/ puffed-up  wurtkless  imitations. 
ONI-V  TO  BE  HAL)  FKD.M 

MACKAY,  Bridge  St.,  Aberdeen, 

Bottles  1/2  and  2/9,  including  postage. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  II. P.  '. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester  ; 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Tlie  . 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters  ; 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing  ' 
Waters  at  Kelvedon.  Essex.  There  Is  a  valuable  '| 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  > 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the  < 
Seobbtabt.  1 
Subscription  payable  from  January  1.  ] 


Blenheitn  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmanaworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxljridge  (G.W.Ry.). 
Country  headquarters.  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefleld 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Over  3,000 
hsh  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year. — For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Secrbtart, 
Pelican  Hotel,  AU  Saints'  Road,  Westboume 
Park,  W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS* 
SOCIETY. 

Pretident—aiR  EDWARD  BIRKBECE,  BART^ 

Reduced  Fares  South  Bastem  and  Chatham* 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed  (, 
Prices.    Mbetinqs  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  i,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.   For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


CtTY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Societyi 

President    -    F.  B.  MILDJLAr,  ESQ.,  M.P. 

Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "Tb 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.( 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  th 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society*! 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrayi 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  floi^ 
Secretary. 


Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallibll 
Bait  for  Boach,  Bream,  and  all  othe 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAl 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Augle^ 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  ColouM 
White  and  Pink.  Packets  3d.  &  6d.  eacf 


CEFtOLEXJlWr. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  FatI 

Bees'  Wax,  &o. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  knov 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 

Of  TACKLE  DEALERS  at  home  and  abroad,  I 

direot  from  the  Maker, 

WIZdl^IASS  KINO, 

Ctaemlst,  Woodlands,  St.  Jobo's,  lpswic| 

Postaq£  Extra. 
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As  it  should — for  we  all  know  that  bleaching  by 
sunlight  spo  l3  our  casts,  and  bleaching  by  the  use 
of  chlorides  of  any  sirt  certainly  rots  gut,  as  does 
the  u-e  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen.  I  have  experi- 
mented witii  both  these,  and  the  known  fact  that 
salt  water  rots  gut  should  show  us,  at  least,  the 
danger  of  using  ehloiine  or  chlorides. 

As  to  invisibility,  my  experience  quite  coincides 
with  your  views  on  this  point,  except  that  in  most  of 
our  Scottish  waters  there  is  a  faint  amber  tint  which 
matches  that  of  the  natural  gut.  Whether  dyes  rot 
gut  or  not  they  would  be  unnecessary  but  for  the 
equally  unnecessary  bleaching.  I  find  the  best 
thing  with  which  to  clear  off  the  scale  from  un- 
bleached gut  is  a  piece  of  chamois  leather. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  referring  to  another 
matter  concerning  the  fishing  in  this  district — the 
Cabrach.  Two  years  ago  a  note  appeared  in  your 
pages  that  the  fishing  here  was  to  be  closed  to  the 
public.  This  deterred  me,  and  doubtless  many 
others,  from  visiting  the  spot,  but  this  year,  hearing 
that  the  fishing  had  never  been  closed,  I  came  here. 
I  see  it  again  stated  in  the  same  depaitment  of 
your  paper  that  the  fishing  is  closed.  Well,  I  have 
been  here  ten  days  fishing  regularly,  and  can  only 
say  that  no  one  here  knows  of  any  such  closure, 
and  that  I  have  seen  gamekeepers  during  my 
excursions  without  being  challenged.  No  one  here 
that  1  have  spoken  to  believes  that  the  fishing  is 
closed.  It  seems  a  pity  that  if  this  water  is  still 
free  anglers  should  miss  this  fine  open  fishing, — 
Yours  truly,  Medicus  Quid  am. 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  H.  Har- 
court  Verden's  letter  on  the  above  subject  doubt- 
less contaias  some  interesting  and  instructive 
matter.  Alas!  it  also  contains  matter  which  it  is 
not  pos-ible  for  me  to  pass  over  in  silence,  since  I 
differ  from  him  so  sincerely  in  these  respects. 
•  Like  him,  I  have  had  many  years'  experience  of 
clear  water  worm  fishing.  It  is  no  child's  play  to 
be  really  Al  in  the  art,  and  those  who  think  other- 
wise have  yet  something  to  learn. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  criticise  Mr.  Harcourt 
Verden's  letter  in  anything  but  a  courteous  spirit, 
since  we  are  both  followers  of  the  one  leader,  Izaak 
Walt  m,  whose  love  of  angling  was  as  great  as  his 
mind  was  above  petty  narrowness  and  bitterness. 
If  I  might  hazard  a  guess,  I  should  imagine  that 
the  writer  was  more  used  to  fish  streams  of  moderate 
volume,  than  large,  majestic  rivers,  with  the  clear 
water  worm !  Tne  point  to  which  I  most  object 
I  shall  deal  with  solely.  He  states  that  "  Worm 
fishing  for  trout  is  practised  at  the  commencement  of 
the  season  when  there  are  but  few  flies  on  the  water  " 
(thii  leads  me  to  invite  Mr.  Harcourt  Verden  to 
state  definitely  to  what  month  he  alludes)  "  until" 
(he  adds)  "  about  the  middle  of  August,  when  these 
fish  begin  to  refuse  the  worm,  and  then  again 
from  the  latter  part  of  September  until  the  close 
of  the  season." 

These  remarks  serve  to  show  me  how  we  trout 
fishermen  may  and  do  differ  on  matters  of  no  mean 
importance  to  the  angling  community  as  a  body. 

I  have  fished  during  the  last  half  century  many 
of  our  best  Scottish  streams,  and  the  kind  of 
general  law  I  have  laid  down  to  myself,  and  tried 
to  live  up  to.  is  this.  Even  if  we  can  capture  the 
lean  and  hungry  trout  of  the  early  spring  months 
with  the  cl-^ac  water  worm,  it  is  much  more,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  best  traditions  of  Scottish  and  North 
of  England  angling,  not  to  do  so.  It  is  al^o  "better 
form  "  surely  to  avoid  using  the  worm  when  trout 
are  rapidly  tailing  out  of  cindition.  For  instance, 
on  my  annual  holiday,  when  it  was  taken  in  the  end 
of  April  and  the  first  half  of  May,  my  rule  was  seldom 
even  to  carry  a  worm.  In  some  circumstances, 
such  as  a  succession  of  blazing  hot  days  up  to 
May  1.5,  wheie  fly  fishing  was  improductive,  I 
would  take  to  the  clear  water  worm  for  a  day  or 
two,  but  go  back  to  the  fly  when  the  weather  got 
cloudy  and  the  wind  "nipped  shrewdly." 

In  one  pet  liver  (the  Tummel)  there  was  no 
temptation  to  use  anything  but  the  artificial  fly 
till  the  end  of  June  or  the  middle  of  July;  but 
on  many  other  Scottish  streams  and  rivers,  and 
also  on  the  Cumberland  Eden  (that  noble  river 
which  I  know  and  love  so  well),  clear  water  worm 
may  begin  a  month  earlier,  at  least  in  hot  weather 
combine  I  w  tli  a  l.jw  state  of  the  water.  My 
own  letling  is  dead  against  its  u=e,  till  cretper 
and  Stone  Fly  fishing  is  left  well  behind,  and  trout 
are  in  perfect  condition.  "Keep  the  feast  to  the 
feast  day  "  is  the  principle  I  go  upon  in  clear  water 
worm  fishing.  In  what  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
is  it  wise — and  sportsmanlike — to  begin  clear  water 
worm  fishing  the  moment  that  the  trout  fishing 
opens  ?    /  kntiw  of  none  ! 

Am  I  to  take  it  seriously,  that  clear  water 
worm  fishing  begins  in  the  early  spring  and  con- 
tinues till  the  middle  of  August,  and  that  then  only 


comes  a  lull — "  till  the  latter  part  of  September  (?), 
and  from  this  to  the  close  of  the  season " — the 
worm  again  comes  on.  Why  !  September  is  fre- 
quently a  capital  month,  in  Scotland,  for  fly  fishing. 

If  so  much  of  the  year  is  given  up  to  upstream 
worm  fishing,  whit  then  i»  the  trrie  fly  seaion  ? 
Here,  in  Scotland,  trout  fishing  begins  on  March  2, 
and  closes  on  Oct.  14.  Would  Mr.  Harcourt  Verden 
really  begin  the  practice  of  upstream  worm  fishing 
at  so  early,  or  carry  it  on  to  so  late,  a  date  ? 

May  I  state  with  the  conviction  of  one  who  has 
no  longer  any  living  interest  in  trout  fishing,  and 
whose  mind  is  therefore  free  from  mere  personal 
considerations,  that  our  Scottish  streams  are 
being  rapidly  ruined  by  the  pernicious  practice  of 
worm  fishing  at  all  seasons.  And  I  would  appeal 
to  those  who  desire  to  be  a  source  of  light  and 
leading  to  others  who  think  differently,  to  endeavour 
(so  far  as  it  is  reasonable)  to  keep  upstream  worm 
fishing  narrowed  down  to  its  own  legitimate  season. 
Although  no  hard-and-fast  rules  can  be  laid  down 
for  all  streams  and  counties  alike,  surely  it  cannot 
bo  wrong  to  discountenance  all  clear  water  worm 
fishing  until  the  trout  have  had  their  annual  surfeit 
of  the  Stone  Fly  (the  May  Fly  of  Tweedside)  and 
of  the  creeper  (the  same  large  insect,  only  in 
embryo),  whether  the  angler  fishes  in  Scotland  or 
the  North  of  England. 

My  remarks,  of  course,  do  not  apply  to  the  dry- 
fly  waters  of  the  south,  but,  rather,  to  all  the 
I  waters  on  which  clear  water  worm  fishing  is  a 
recognised,  and  a  legitimate  lure ;  in  its  proper 
season,  of  course. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  had  to  express  myself  so 
strongly,  but  for  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  understand 
anyone  advocating  the  practice  of  clear  water 
worm  fishing  from  the  opening  to  the  close  of  the 
angling  season,  save  when  the  trout  refuse  to  accept 
the  worm,  which  Mr.  Harcourt  Verden  seems  to 
say  is  from  the  middle  of  August  to  the  latter  part 
of  September.  Even  its  occasional  use  is  surely 
to  be  deprecated,  both  very  early  and  late  in  the 
season. 

Where  it  is  'freely  indulged  in — as  in  the  open 
waters  of  the  Tweed — what  is  the  effect  of  all  this 
early  worm  fishing  ?  I  state,  with  emphasis,  that 
its  tendency  is  to  have  already  more  than  half 
ruined  clear  water  worm  fishing  for  those  who  have 
waited  till  the  legitimate  season  for  its  prosecution. 
All  round,  I  see  nothing  but  harm  resulting  from 
the  practice  of  clear  water  worm  fishing  out  of  its 
own  proper  season. — Yours  truly,      E.  M.  Tod. 


A  FINE  TROUT  FROM  LOCH  SHIN. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  have  not  seen  any  notice  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  a  large  trout  caught  in  the  part 
of  Loch  Shin  which  is  fished  from  the  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel  at  Lairg,  I  send  the  following  notes. 
It  was  killed  on  June  20  by  my  brother,  the  Rev. 
John  Wright,  of  Grinshill,  Salop,  trailing  with  an 
artificial  bait  which  appears  to  be  an  improvement 
of  the  "Wagtail"  of  Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  of 
London,  and  gave  good  sport.  I  was  fishing  in  the 
same  boat  as  the  captor,  and  saw  the  fish  weighed 
at  the  hotel,  but  it  was  sent  away  before  I  had 
tirne  to  measure  it.  Weight,  121b.  2oz. ;  length, 
iJlgin. ;  girth,  18in.  The  measurements  are  fur- 
nished by  Messrs.  W.  A.  Macleay  &  Son,  of  Inver- 
ness, who  are  making  a  cast  of  it  for  the  hotel. 
It  was  called  a  "ferox,"  but  I  could  not  see  any- 
thing to  distinguish  it  from  an  overgrown  brown 
trout.  It  was  well  shaped  and  in  good  condition, 
and  was  a  better  colour  than  many  of  the  trout  in 
Loch  Shin. — Yours  truly,  J.  W. 


SIZE,  ETC.,  OF  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents tell  me  the  names  and  size  of  flies  and 
baits  that  salmon  and  sea-trout  take  best  in  the 
Lews  ?  Some  friends  of  mine  are  going  to  fish  one 
of  the  rivers  with  lochs  near,  and  are  anxious  for 
this  information.  Perhaps  it  would  make  it  clearer 
if  I  tabulated  the  matters  on  which  information  is 
desired. 

1.  Name  and  sizes  of  best  salmon  flies. 

2.  Do  sea-trout  take  small  or  large  flies  ? 

3.  What  baits  are  most  useful  for  spinning,  and 
their  size  both  for  salmon  and  trout  ? 

4.  Do  salmon  take  the  worm  and  prawn  ? 

5.  What  size  rod  is  most  useful  for  salmon 
fishing  ?  The  river  is  small  and  fish  not  large,  so 
that  probably  a  14ft.  or  15ft.  rod  would  be  most 
suitable ;  but  any  information  would  be  gratefully 
received  by,  yours  truly,  Thymallus. 

HOW  TO  BAIT  A  BREAM  SWIM. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  help  under  the  following  circumstances  »  I 
have  the  right  of  fishing  in  a  river,  with  a  very 
slow  current,  in  which  there  are  plenty  of  bream. 


In  front  of  a  rnea<low,  some  sixty  yards  below  that 
from  which  I  can  fish,  is  a  fine  bream  "  hole," 
which  is  well  baited  by  another  angler,  and  so 
successfully  that,  though  I  bait  my  reach,  where  I 
pet  one  pound  ho  certainly  gets  fifty.  Now,  I 
do  not  begrudge  him  his  better  SDOrt,  but  should 
like  to  have  a  share  of  it.  What  can  be  done  V 
Can  you  tell  me  of  a  really  effective  ground-bait, 
and  how  to  prepare  it  from  first  to  last  ?  I  say 
from  first  to  last,  because  I  have  tried  one  or  two 
plans  (or  shall  I  say  recipes '!)  in  which  something 
seemed  wanting,  judging  by  results.  If  you  can 
help  me  1  shall  be  much  obliged. — Yours  truly, 

Musicus.  : 
[See  article  on  "  Paste  Fishing,"  etc.,  p.  60. j 

THE  TROUT  FLY  BUTCHER. 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  trout  fly  Butcher  is  quite 
different  from  the  salmon  fly  of  the  same  name. 
This  is  it:— 

Tail. — A  few  fine  fibres  of  scarlet  or  bright 
crimson  feather. 

Body. — Silver  tinsel  and  three  or  four  turns  of 
black  hackle  at  shoulder. 

TFiMgr.— Blackbird. 

This  fly  is  used  a  good  d^al  on  the  River  Teith  and 
on  the  lochs  about  Cillande'-,  and  well  deserves  its 
name  on  a  dull  day,  particularly  for  sea-trout. 
When  at  Callander  I  got  a  moiifiod  form  of  the 
above  from  a  fly-dresser  named  Tait,  who  lives  in 
the  main  street  there,  which  I  have  found  to  be  a 
truly  deadly  fly.    It  is  this :  — 

Tail. — A  few  fibres  of  golden  pheasant  tippet. 

Body. — Silver  tinsel  and  a  lew  turns  of  black 
hackle  at  shoulder. 

Winq. — Guinea-fowl  with  a 'suspicion  of  scarlet 
or  bright  crimson  feather  protruding  from  between 
the  wiogs  at  back. — Yours  truly.    Royal  Navy, 


A  NOVEL  EXPERIENCE  IN  FLY  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  an  experience  recently  which 
must,  I  fancy,  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  unique  to  fly 
fishers  ;  and  as  such  may  be  worth  putting  on  record 
through  the  medium  of  your  columns. 

I  was  fishing  the  sm  ill  stream  Llafar,  a  short 
distance  above  where  it  flows  into  Bala  Lake,  and 
the  water  being  very  fine  and  small,  and  the  day 
bright,  was  using  the  finest  of  tackle  and  a  single 
fly — small  Ha-  e's  Lug  and  Woodcock  Wing.  I  had 
killed  only  one  or  two  trout,  and  the  day  being  very 
hot,  and  the  chance  of  getting  many  more  somewhat 
remote,  I  was  taking  it  rather  lazily  by  the  side  of 
a  deep  sluggish  pool,  when  there  was  the  slightest 
possible  tug  at  the  fly,  and  upon  striking  I  was 
brought  up  shirp  to  attention  by  that  thrill,  so  well 
known  to  the  angler,  of  feeling  myself  fast  in  some- 
thing big.  But  for  some  moments  I  could  not 
make  it  out  at  all ;  the  fly  had  been  rather  deep 
under  water,  and  for  sometime  nothing  was  visible, 
the  fish  did  not  yield  to  the  pull,  and  did  not  seem 
to  resent  the  strike.  Still  he  was  moving,  and  I  felt 
that  I  was  really  into  something  possessed  of  life 
but  that  was  all.  The  fish  refused  to  run  !  I  could 
not  understand  it !  A  steady  pull,  with  only  the 
slightest  resistance  at  the  other  end,  however,  soon 
solved  the  question,  and  as  our  friend  Jeames  de  la 
Pluche  used  to  say,  "  You  may  phansy  my  feelinks  " 
when  about  a  yard  of  lanky  pike  appeared  near  the 
surface,  grinning  all  over  at  me  with  his  ugly  jaws  ! 

I  never  saw  anything  so  funny  ;  he  seemed  not  to 
realise,  or  to  refuse  to  believe,  that  he  could  be  in 
any  danger  from  the  tiny  insect  he  had  just  taken, 
and  he  did  not  seem  to  understand  what  it  was  that 
was  slowly  but  surely  dragging  him  towards  the 
bank.  At  length,  when  quite  close,  he  seemed  to 
catch  sight  of  me  and  to  begin  to  "ha'  his  doots." 
He  stuck  out  his  fins  and  began  to  back  water. 
"  Hello  !  what's  that  fellow  doing  there,  and  is  that 
a  rod  ?  Confound  it,  I'll  let  this  nasty  wasp,  or 
whatever  it  is,  go,"  you  could  imagine  him  saying 
to  himself  as  he  opened  his  mouth  and  gave  his 
head  a  shake  ;  but  the  wasp  was  not  so  easily  to  be 
got  rid  of,  and  off  he  went  with  a  rush  for  the  middle 
of  the  pool,  and  the  fight  began  in  earnest.  The 
tackle,  as  I  have  said,  was  very  fine,  and  I  had  to 
give  him  very  much  of  his  own  way,  and  I  expected 
every  moment  that  the  gut  would  be  cut,  but  it  was 
not  to  be.  That  insignificant  fly  was  to  bring  about 
his  downfall,  and  in  due  time  I  lifted  him  out  with 
my  hand  upon  the  bank,  having  no  landing-net 
with  me.  He  was  a  pike  of  about  2Jft.  in  length, 
thin  in  condition,  but  I  had  not  the  means  of  weigh- 
ing him  with  me,  so  did  not  ascertain  his  weight,  as 
not  caring  to  carry  him  about  with  me  all  day,  I 
gave  him  to  a  youth  whom  I  met  further  on  fishing 
for  perch,  and  who  seemed  much  delighted  with  so 
large  a  fish.  The  hook  had  caught  hicn  just  by  the 
edge  of  the  lips,  and  so  the  gut  had  escaped  hia 
teeth. 

Although,  of  course,  we  all  know  that  pike  are 
frequently  taken  on  large  gaudy  flies — especially  in 
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Ireland — which  they  doubtleea  take  for  birds  or 
what  not,  I  have  never  before  beard  of  one  taking 
a  small  trout  fly.  Perhaps  some  of  your  numerous 
readei  s  may  have  done  so,  and  if  so  their  experience 
would  doubtless  be  of  interest  to  others  besides, 
yours  truly,  |  L.  G. 

FISHING  NEAR  CALGARY,  ALBERTA, 
CANADA. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour 
if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any 
information  regarding  fishing  on  High  river,  near 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada. — Yours  truly. 

Enquirer. 


r  YET  ANOTHER  RATTLESNAKE  YARN  1 

Dear  Sib, — The  following  may  be  relied  on.  An 
old  man  and  woman  out  west  used  to  get  a  living 
by  collecting  rattlesnakes  for  menageries,  etc.,  and 
became  very  expert  at  the  business.  One  day  they 
had  made  an  unusually  good  haul,  and  filled  a 
sack  with  the  reptiles.  They  went  to  bed  as  usual 
and  took  the  bag  with  them  into  their  room,  the 
inouth  of  the  bag  being  as  they  thought  securely  tied. 
However,  in  the  night  the  snakes  got  out,  and  the 
floor  of  the  room  was  covered  with  them.  The  old 
folks  lighted  a  candle  and  set  to  work  to  get  them 
into  the  bag  again,  poking  them  into  it  with  a  stick. 
They  captured  all  but  one,  a  big  and  ill-tempered 
fellow.  They  persevered  however,  when  the  snake 
struck  viciously  at  the  old  lady's  leg  but  missed  it, 
and  drove  his  fangs  into  the  leg  of  the  bedpost, 
which  swelled  up  as  big  as  a  man's  body  in  fifteen 
seconds.  They  then  killed  the  snake,  and  about 
time  they  did.  This  particular  wood  has  been 
called  snake  wood  ever  since. — Yours  truly, 

W.  S.  BUDDICOM. 

[Very  good !  but  wanting  somewhat  in  the 
vraiaemblance  of  the  alarum  clock  snake  story, 
which  came  from  George  Washington's  country. 
—Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  photo  to  hand  to- 
day (July  3)  from  Rotorua,  New  Zealand,  showing 
two  gentlemen,  whose  acquaintance  I  made  in 
February  and  March,  1904,  with  a  part  of  their 
two  days'  catch.  I  also  enclose  a  cutting  from  a 
New  Zealand  paper  sent  me  by  a  brother  angler 
some  weeks  ago.  My  own  bag  for  the  five  or  six 
weeks  I  was  fishing  totalled  nearly  200  fish,  weighing 
about  10001b.,  the  largest,  a  rainbow,  being  30in. 
long,  20in.  in  girth,  and  weiehing  13}lb.  This  I 
had  mounted  and  brought  back.  I  consider  an 
average  of  4^1b.  very  good  for  the  fly.  The  large-<t 
are  got  by  spinning  a  3in.  Devon  in  the  creeks.  My 
best  catches  were  with  the  Golden  Devon  on  the 
Npongotaha,  some  seven  miles  back  from  Rotorua. 
— Yours  truly,  Simon  Hunter. 

Here  is  the  cutting  from  a  New  Zealand  paper : — 
"The  anglers  have  found  Rotorua  a  veritable 
paradise  this  season.  During  the  past  three  months 
it  is  known  that  at  least  18,006  fish,  weighing 
'28,3941o.,  have  been  taken  from  the  lake  and 
around  the  district.  And  this  does  not  represent 
the  whole  of  the  catches,  for  there  are  many  who 
don't  report  their  takes.  The  fish  are  still  very 
plentiful,  and  seem  to  be  improving  in  quality  as 
the  season  advances.  Most  of  the  fish  recorded 
above  were  caught  by  trolling  in  the  lake,  but  the 
streams  (especially  the  Ngongotaha,  with  fly) 
yielded  splendid  sport.  The  recorded  takes  during 
the  three  months  were :  November,  2951  fish, 
weighing  97441b. ;  December,  2785  fish,  weighing 
92441b. ;  January,  2270  fish,  weighing  9401  lb." 

[The  photo  represents  a  marvellous  "take." — - 
Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  WHEATHAMPSTEAD. 

Dear  Sib, — I  propose  going  to  Wheathampstead, 
in  Hertfordshire,  during  the  first  two  weeks  of 
August,  and  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  information  as  to  coarse 
fishing  in  the  district.  Any  particulars  would 
greatly  oblige — Yours  truly,       F.  U.  Bruquier. 

HOW  TO  STAIN  GUT. 
Dkab  Sir, — Perhaps  one  of  your  readers  would 
kindly  say  how  one  can  secure  the  light  blue-green 
colour  for  gut  as  recommended  by   the  Fmhing 
Oazette  ? — Yours  truly,  X. 


FISHING  AT  NEWTOWN  STEWART. 
Dear  Sir, — As  a  constant  reader  of  your  paper 
for  years,  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  asking  you  or 
some  of  your  retiders  for  some  information  as  to 
Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone.  I  must  take  my 
holiday  in  August  this  year,  and  thought  of 
visiting  Newtown  Stewart  for  salmon  fishing,  but 
I  am  afraid  the  "  flax  water "  might  be  on  tap 
then,  and  in  that  case  it  would  be  no  good.  I  know 


both  Ireland  and  Scotland  fairly  well — in  a  fishing 
way — but  have  never  visited  Newtown  Stewart.  I 
believe  there  are  two  hotels  there,  and  that  the 
fishing  is  confined  entirely  to  fly.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation, — Yours  truly,  D.  C.  L. 

FISHING  IN  DERWENTWATER,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — T  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  would  give  me  any  information 
with  regard  to  the  fishing  in  Derwentwater, 
Windermere,  Buttermere,  Crummock,  and  the 
adjacent  streams.  I  really  wish  to  know  if  any  of 
it  is  in  private  hands,  and  if  not  what  charges 
are  made  for  trout  fishing.  I  understand  ttiat 
coarse  fishing  is  free  on  all  the  lakes. 

Is  the  fishing  in  Derwentwater  worth  much  ? 
Any  hint  as  to  flies,  etc.,  will  be  most  acceptable. — 
Yours  truly,  S.  C. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  LLANDRINDOD. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  anything  about  the  trout  fishing  at  Llandrindod 
Wells,  where  I  hope  to  go  next  month  ?  I  am  told 
there  is  good  trout  fishing  there,  but  this  may 
mean  anything.  I  shall  be  so  much  obliged  to  you 
for  any  information. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Witham-Wignall. 

P,S. — Are  ordinary  wading  stockings  sufficient, 
just  up  to  hips,  or  are  longer  needed  ? 

PROSPECTS  OF  NORWEGIAN  FISHING. 
Dear  Marston, — We  were  much  amused  at  the 
letter  re  Norwegian  fishing  in  your  issue  of 
July  8,  in  which  a  friend  of  "  J.  le  V."  states  "  that 
we  in  England  have  no  idea  of  the  undercurrent  of 
excitement  existing  among  all  classes  of  th'i  Nor- 
wegians on  the  subject  of  their  differences  with  their 
Swedish  neighbours,"  etc.,  going  on  to  say  that  some 
English  sportsmen  are  thinking  of  returning  in  the 
event  of  war  breaking  out.  I  never  read  such 
twaddle.  People  here  and  in  Sweden  are  going 
about  their  business  as  usual,  there  is  no  excitement, 
no  idea  of  war,  and  never  has  been,  and  the  English 
sportsman  is  welcome  as  before.  Your  rider ,  is 
capital  and  sums  up  the  case. — Yours  truly, 

W.  R.  Kennedy,  Admiral. 

A  26lb.  PIKE  FROM  THE  LUNE. 

Dear  Sib, — A  pike  of  261b.  weight,  measuring 
3ft.  5Jin.  long,  was  netted  by  the  bailiffs  out  of  the 
River  Lune  just  above  Lancaster  last  week.  The 
Fishery  Board  net  for  pike  every  year  to  keep  up 
the  salmon  and  trout  reputation  of  this  river. 
During  the  la-st  eleven  years  they  have  netted 
2200  pike,  of  which  this  26-pounder  is  the  monarch. 
The  previous  best  fish  was  231b.  As  the  pike  have 
diminisned,  game  fish  have  increased,  and  as  a 
trout  water  there  is  no  comparison  between  the 
river  of  to-day  and  what  it  was  twelve  years  ago. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 


FISHING  AT  SEASCALE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Enquirer's  "  query  re 
fishing  at  Seascale,  Cumberland,  there  is  plenty  to 
be  had  in  the  locality.  Tne  rivers  are  all  within  a 
radius  of  about  six  miles  more  or  less,  and  per- 
mission is  geneially  granted  by  the  riparian  owners. 
1  have  recently  left  the  district  named,  and  have 
fished  most  of  the  rivers.  The  rivers  south  of 
Seascale  are  the  Esk,  Mite,  and  Irt.  Lord  Muncaster 
is  the  riparian  owner  of  the  Esk  and  Mite,  and  his 
steward,  Alexander  Watt,  Muncaster  Estate  Office, 
Ravenglass,  generally  gives  permission.  The  fishing 
is  mostly  sea-trout  and  salmon,  but  salmon  run  up 
late.  Tne  River  Irt  flows  out  of  Wastwater,  and 
permission  can  be  obtained  from  the  various  owners, 
namely,  Mr.  Musgrave,  WasdaleHall ;  ThosBrockle- 
bank,  Irton  Hall;  and  Major  Lowthorpe,  of  Holm- 
rook  Hall.  There  is  some  free  fishing  in  the  Irt  at 
Holmrook  village,  two  miles  from  Seascale.  Should 
"Enquirer"  go  to  Holmrook,  let  him  inquire  for 
Jim  Tyson,  a  good  local  fisherman,  who  will  give 
him  all  particulars.  Most  of  the  fishing  for  sea- 
trout  is  done  at  night  with  fly  and  worm,  unless 
there  is  a  big  water  in  the  daytime,  when  a  small 
minnow  (natural  for  preference),  a  small  spoon  and  fly 
answer.  Brown  trout  fishing  is  not  much  good,  they 
run  small  in  the  rivers  as  a  rule  ;  you  occasionally  get 
a  good  one.  Good  brown  trout  fishing  may  be  had 
at  Devoke  water,  on  Biiker  Moor,  owner.  Lord 
Muncaster,  who  gives  permission  through  his  agent, 
Mr.  Watt.  The  livers  north  of  Seascale  are  the 
Calder  (Mr.  Rymer,  Calder  Abbey,  and  Mr.  Turner, 
Ponsonby  Hall,  Gosforth,  via  Carnforth,  give  per- 
mission to  fish),  the  River  Ehen,  locally  called  the 
"Hen,"  can  be  fished  by  permission,  and  there  is 
some  free  water  at  Egremont.  The  River  Bleng, 
near  Gosforth,  is  worth  trying  for  brown  trout ; 
inquire  for  Matt.  Smith,  Goslorth,  a  local  angler 
who  knows  the  best  spots,  and  try  Blengfoot,  where 
»t  joins  the  Irt,  if  the  river  is  in  flood. 


If  "  Enquirer "  would  care  for  more  details  I 
should  be  pleased  to  give  him  further  particulars. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  J.  Combridoe. 

Tuddenham  Mill  Fishery, 

Mildenhall,  Suffolk. 

P.S. — Wastwater  can  be  fished  free;  a  boat  can 
be  obtained  at  the  foot  of  the  lake  at  the  Strands 
Inn,  Netherwasdale,  six  miles  from  Gosforth,  or  at 
the  head  of  the  lake,  Wasdale  Head  Hotel.  The 
lake  is  about  six  miles  long  ;  trolling  with  a  minnow 
or  trailing  with  fly  is  generally  practised  on  the  lake. 

FISHING  (SEA  AND  FRESH-WATER) 
NEAR  TORQUAY. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  information  re  sea  and  freah-water  fishing  at  or 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Torquay.  With  regard  to 
the  sea  fishing  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  it  can  be 
had  without  "the  use  of  a  boat.  Any  information 
would  be  esteemed  a  favour  and  would  greatly 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  H.  C. 

FISHING  ON  THE  AVON. 
Dear  Sib, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
around  Stratford  tell  me  which  part  of  the  river  is 
preferable  for  coarse  fishins;  —  pike  especially— 
Evesham,  Pershore.  or  Harvington.  I  am  anxious 
to  stay  at  Badsey,  but  hear  the  fishing  is  some  two 
miles  away.  Do  pike  run  large  in  Mr.  Faulkner's 
water,  and  live-bait  easily  obtainable  ?  What 
distance  is  this  water  from  Badsey  ?  Is  the  river 
at  Stratford  over-fished  ?  Any  information  from 
around  these  parts  will  be  very  acceptable  to, 
yours  truly,  O.  D.  A. 


CAMPING  OUT  IN  THE  NORTH  ; 

OF  SCOTL.'VND.  ; 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  desirous  of  taking  a  camping-  •■ 

out  or  roughini;-it  trip  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  and  \ 

as  I  am  in  ignorance  of  any  customs  or  regulations  | 

pertaining  to  such  an  undertaking,  I  am  assuming  i 

the  liberty  to  write  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  for  1 

any  information  you  may  be  able  to  give.  I 

My  reasons  for  such  a  journey  are  purely  for  the  J 

benefit  of  my  health,  and  I  should,  in  as  far  ; 
possible,  prefer  to  rouah  it — that  is,  sleep  out  and 
camp  out  along  my  route,  and  if  permissible  do 

some  trout  fishing.    From  what  I  can  gather  from  I 

literature  on  the  subject,  it  would  seem  that  the  , 

district  in  and  about  Loch  As-iynt,  would  be  ^ 

a  most    admirable    place   for    suoh    an    under-  > 

taking,  that  starting  from  Lairg  and  proceeding  '*. 
west.    If  such  a  journey  c  mid  be  done  by  canoe  or 

pony  I  would  prefer  it,  as  more  luggage  could  be  '! 

taken  along.    Or  probably  a  canoe  trip  up  Loch  i 

Shin  to  Loch  Laxfoid  would  be  the  preferable  if  a  ^ 

boat  were  to  be  used.  ^ 

If  such  a  journey  would  not  be  advisable,  could  i 

you  inform  me  of  any  permanent  location  that  * 

would  be  away  from  local  habitation,  in  a  wild  and  < 
beautiful  region  ? — Yours  truly, 

8,  Highgate  Avenue,        Charles  E.  Bryant.   ,  ^ 

Highgate.  | 

A  CORRECTION— "HAIR  V.  GUT— DIRT 

CHEAP  AT  A  GUINEA  A  POUND  !  "  ; 

Dear  Sir, — In  Mr.  O.  Procter's  letter  of  July  1.5  5 
the  "  heading "  was  misleading,  which  was   put  i 
"  Hair  v.  Gut — Dirt  Cheap  at  a  Guinea  a  Pound."  i 
The  word  "pound"  was  meant,  I  suppose,  for  i 
"  ounce,"  as  the  i  eal  value  of  one  pound  of  first-class  ] 
picked  hair  would  ba  about  thirty-five  or  forty  < 
guineas.    I  sold  Mr.  Procter  about  half-an-ounce 
for  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings,  but  even  that  was  not  j 
first-class.    He  thanked  me  for  it  and  said  he  would  ' 
put  it  carefully  away  in  his  sanctum.    I  may  also  i 
remark  that  it  would  take  a  man  some  years  to  select 
a  pound  weight.    I  trust  this  will  be  the  means  of  j 
preventing  misapprehension.    Mr.  Procter's  letter 
was  inserted  for  the  benefit  of  readers,  and  his  inten- 
tion was  good. — Yours  truly,       J.  Pickebsgill.  , 

FISHING  NEAR  CROYDON.  ; 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  very  grateful  if  you  or 

any  of  your  readers  would  advise  me  as  to  the  best  i 

fishing  within  ten  or  fifteen  miles  round  Croydon,  : 

wnether  open  or  preserved.    I  have  tried  Godstone,  ' 

but  the  waters  there  are  let  for  the  season.    Do  you  i 

know  whether  the  fishing  in  Wimbledon  Lake  is  j 

good  or  not  ?    Any  information  will  greatly  oblige,  j 

—Yours  truly,  H.  G.  P.  j 

TROUT  FISHING  AT  ROWSLEY.  \ 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  very  greatly  indebted  if 

you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  inform  me  if  there  ! 

is  any  trout  fishing  to  be  had  at  Rowsley,  or  in  thp  ] 

neighbourhood  of  the  Peak  Country,  Derbyshire  ?  ! 

I  ain  taking  my  holiday  about  the  second  week  in  i 

August,  and  want  good  accommodation  for  a  lady,  j 

nurse,  and  baby. — Yours  truly,  M.  F.  S.  ! 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.)  j 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Twenty-five  Thousand  Brown  Trout  Eggs  Coming 
to  England  from  New  Zealand. 

SoJiE  months  ago  I  suggested  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  we  could 
get  over  from  New  Zealand  eggs  from  the  splendid 
brown  trout  which  is  now  so  thoroughly  acclimatised, 
of  the  great  sport  with  which  we  have  often  had 
accounts — only  last  week  we  gave  pictures  of  a 
brace  of  these  New  Zealand  brown  trout,  caught  on 
small  salmon  fly,  weighing  over  201b.  each.  1  wrote 
to  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society,  and,  to  cut  a 
rather  long  story  short,  I  may  say  that  I  have  had 
a  letter  from  the  hon.  secretary  from  which  I  learn 
that  25,000  New  Zealand  brown  trout  eggs  are  now 
on  their  way.  I  have  arranged  to  let  one  or  two 
fish  breeders  have  eggs,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
from  others  who  may  like  to  try  a  few,  and  who 
will  agree  to  give  the  Otago  Society  some  of  their 
best  English  brown  trout  eggs  in  exchange  next 
spring.  The  eggs  will  probably  arrive  in  London 
about  the  middle  of  August,  and,  of  course,  those 
who  have  them  will  arrange  to  have  hatching  trays, 
etc.,  all  ready,  as  after  removal  from  the  ship's  cold 
room  they  will  have  to  be  transferred  as  quickly  as 
possible,  and  a  condition  of  receiving  any  ej;gs  must 
be  that  every  care  will  be  taken  to  hatch  them  out 
and  rear  them  so  as  to  give  the  experiment  the  best 
chance  of  success.  I  believe  it  is  the  first  time 
that  trout  eggs  have  ever  been  sent  to  this  country 
from  the  Antipodes,  and  it  is,  of  course,  quite 
possible  that  they  may  not  arrive  in  good  condi- 
tion. Anyway,  our  best  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Otago  Acclimatisation  Society  for  so  kindly  sending 
the  eggs. 

Purification  of  River  Water. 

Readers  of  the  Fiihing  Gaxette  will,  I  hope, 
study  the  interesting  paper,  "  How  to  Sterilise 
Thatncft  Drinking  Water  and  other  Fluids  by  the 
Saivator  Process,"  read  by  Dr.  David  Walsh  at  the 
recent  Public  Health  Congress,  which  is  given  in 
the  Fiahing  Gazette.  No  more  important  subject 
can  come  under  the  consideration  of  anglers,  as  if 
water  is  kept  fit  to  drink— that  is,  safe  to  drink  for 
human  beings— we  know  it  will  be  all  right  for  fish. 


Salmon  Measurements. 
Being  away  salmon  fishing  in  Ireland,  I  did  not 
see  the  account  of  Mr.  Edward  Sturdy's  grand  ST-^lb. 
salmon  in  time  to  refer  to  the  wonderful  way  it 
answered  to  the  scale  he  gave  in  the  Fifihing  Gazette 
on  Jan.  2,  1904,  from  which  a  fish  of  51in.  should 
weigh  56 ■8641b.  (a  little  over  66Jlb.).  The  fish, 
whose  portrait  was  given  in  the  Fisli.ing  Gazette  of 
July  22,  was  51|in.  in  length,  and  weighed  57pb., 
which,  as  Mr.  Sturdy  pointed  out  in  his  account  on 
page  55  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (July  15)  of  his 
great  fight  with  this  great  fish,  is  only  Si  per  cent, 
under  the  scale,  a  rather  long  thin  SQOut  accounting 
for  the  diSerence.  I  congratulate  Mr.  Sturdy  on 
being  able  to  prove  his  rule  by  the  capture  of  such 
a  splendid  fish  after  fighting  him  for  a  mile  through 
rapids.  With  reference  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
scale  of  what  a  salmon  of  a  given  length,  in  good 
condition,  should  weigh,  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
July  15  quoted  a  note  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee  in  the  Field, 
in  which  that  gentleman  referred  to  seeing  recently 
at  Spiers  and  Pond's  stores,  near  Ludgate  Hill 
Station,  a  salmon  of  only  47in.  in  length  which 
weighed  631b. — according  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
scale  a  47 in.  salmon,  in  good  condition,  would  weigh 
only  44|lb.,  and  I  think  there  must  be  some  error 
somewhere.  Then  Mr.  Lee  says  that  in  1896  he 
saw  a  salmon  at  Craig's  Restaurant,  in  the  Strand, 
which  weighed  62ilb.  and  was  only38in.  in  length — 
by  the  Fishing  Gazette  scale  a  38in.  fish  weighs 
only  23ilb. 

The  scale  has  so  often  proved  to  be  correct  within 
a  small  percentage  one  way  or  the  other  that  I 
think  there  must  be  something  radically  wrong  with 
Mr.  R.  B.  Lee's  figures  or  weights.  I  hope  he  will 
not  think  I  question  his  salmon  in  any  carping 
spirit. 

Deterioration  of  Fly  Fishing  for  Salmon  and 
Trout. 

Dr.  Harvie  Brown  writes :  — 

"Allow  me  emphatically  to  add  my  opinion 
that  the  cutting  I  enclose  herewith  from  to-day's 
Scotsman  represents  the  true  cause  of  deterioration 
of  fly  fishing  for  both  trout  and  salmon,  as  ably 
expressed  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell.  And,  further, 
that  Sir  Herbert  would  have  the  support  of  all  true 
sportsmen  if  he  would  press  his  opinion  energetically 
upon  any  opportunity  he  can,  whether  as  a  member 
of  Parliament  or  at  the  councils  of  the  Fishery 
Board  and  Salmon  and  Trout  Association.  There 
seems  to  be  scarcely  any  room  for  doubt  that 
raking  our  first-class  salmon  rivers  with  '  minnows  ' 
and  spinning  'devils,^  ''phantoms''  and  'prawns,^ 
has  put  down  both  salmon  and  trout  from  free 
rising  at  the  fly.  What  was  'sport'  has  rapidly 
degenerated  into  '  catch  who  can,'  anyhow.'' 

I  give  a  copy  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  letter  in 
the  Scotsman  referred  to  by  Dr.  Harvie  Brown. 
As  regards  Loch  Leven  and  other  lochs  where 
fishing  has  deteriorated,  the  argument  of  anglers 
who  spin  is  that  there  was  as  much  spinning 
formerly,  when  the  fishing  was  good,  as  now, 
when  it  is  bad,  and  that  the  great  increase  in 
perch  fry  has  caused  the  trout  to  become  fish 
eaters  rather  than  fly  eaters. 

On  waters  where  salmon  and  trout  take  the 
fly  freely  the  use  of  any  other  lure  ought  to  be 
prohibited.  Where  they  will  not  do  so,  either 
because  the  water  is  too  deep  and  sluggish  or  for 
other  reasons,  then  the  use  of  other  lures  is  per- 
fectly legitimate — provided  they  are  not  unsports- 
manlike. It  is  surely  Quixotic  to  let  the  nets 
above  get  all  the  fish  because  they  will  not  take 
a  fly  when  you  might  get  a  few  with  minnow  or 
prawn; 

Extract  from  the  Scotsman,  July  22:  — 
"Loch  Leven. 
"  House  of  Commons,  July  19,  1905. 

"  Sir, — It  is  distressing  to  read  about  the  deteri- 
oration of  angling  in  the  premier  trout  loch  of  the 
Lowlands.  I  have  never  fished  it ;  but  perhaps  as 
one  who  has  spent  more  time  than  he  cares  to 
reckon  in  the  pursuit  of  trout  elsewhere  and  in 
observation  of  their  habits,  I  may  be  permitted 
to  offer  some  remarks  for  the  consideration  of 
sportsmen.  Some  years  ago,  when  the  American 
weed  interfered  seriously  with  angling  in  Loch 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  anp  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Keady,  and 
c.'iii  he  had  post  free  for  a/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
J<'ijihinf/  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  toTie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
liy  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  lubject."— i'VsAtntf  Gazette. 


Leven,  I  ventured  to  predict  that  the  effects  thereof 
would  prove  transitory,  though  probably  recurrent 
at  intervals.  May  I  now  express  the  opinion  that 
it  is  neither  pike  nor  abundance  of  perch  fry  which 
interferes  with  the  fly  fisher's  success,  and  that  the 
true  remedy  lies  within  control  of  anglers  them- 
selves ? 

"  I  refer  to  the  constant  nse  of  spinning  baits, 
a  practice  which  has  increased  enormously  of  late 
years,  not  only  in  Loch  Leven,  but  everywhere  that 
it  is  not  prohibited ;  and  not  only  for  trout,  but  for 
salmon  also.  Both  in  this  country  and  in  Norway 
I  have  witnessed  the  mischievous  results.  I  could 
give  many  specific  examples  of  the  deterioration 
of  fly  fishing  in  waters  once  famous  for  that  sporty 
and,  if  space  permitted,  adduce  the  reasons  for 
connecting  cause  and  effect.  The  sequence  is  not 
very  obscure.  Salmon  and  trout,  like  all  wild 
animals,  resent  disturbance.  The  use  of  surface 
lures  inflicts  upon  them  a  minimum  of  disturbance, 
but  the  perpetual  draggiug  of  sunk  baits  through 
their  haunts  day  after  day,  night  after  night,  at 
all  periods  of  their  activity  and  repose,  seriously 
affects  their  habits.  They  become  restless  and 
nervous,  anxious  and  preoccupied — moods  which 
are  fatal  to  the  angler's  success. 

"  I  do  most  earnestly  urge  my  brother  anglers  to 
reflect  whether,  in  their  own  interests,  the  time  has 
not  come  for  the  exercise  of  considerate  restraint 
in  this  practice. — I  am,  etc., 

"Herbert  Maxwell." 


Capture  of  a  Marked  Salmon. 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  tells  me  that  they  got  a  salmon 
recently  in  the  Tay  which  bore  the  marks,  "  Feb. 
1904,  Tummel  Kelt,  14lb.,  No.  16B."  The  fish  on 
July  18,  1905,  weighed  34lb.,  which,  as  Mr.  Malloch 
says,  shows  a  big  growth  in  little  more  than  sixteen 
months. 


Salmon  Ladders  in  Newfoundland. 

When  he  was  in  England  recently  Judge  Prowsej 
of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  who  takes  so  much 
interest  in  developing  the  sport  in  that  country, 
called  on  me  and  gave  me  much  interesting  informa- 
tion about  the  salmon  fishing — especially  in  connec- 
tion with  opening  up  the  rivers  by  means  of  salmon 
ladders,  in  which  he  has  taken  such  a  prominent 
part.  Writing  to  me  from  St.  John's,  on  July  8, 
he  says : — "  I  am  glad  to  let  you  know  that  we  have 
clear  proof  of  the  value  of  our  salmon  ladders  at 
Terra  Nova  River,  Newfoundland.  A  few  days  ago, 
four  miles  above  the  big  falls,  a  man  called  John 
Angell  caught  two  fresh  run  sea  salmon.  I  had 
proof  last  fall  of  the  guides  seeing  big  salmon  going 
up  the  river,  but  until  a  sea  salmon  had  been 
actually  caught  there  might  be  a  remaining  doubt 
about  the  actual  results.  I  am  glad  to  let  you  know 
these  facts,  as  you  seemed  to  be  doubtful  about  the 
practical  value  of  salmon  ladders." 

I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  practical  value  of 
properly  constructed  and  properly  placed  salmon 
ladders,  but,  unfortunately,  so  many  are  useless 
because  they  are  badly  made  and  badly  placed.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  hear  that  Judge  Prowse  has  been 
successful  with  his,  as  it  will  encourage  the  New- 
foundland Government  to  open  up  other  rivers  in 
the  same  way. 

Heron  Feathers. 
Salmon  fishing  friends  ask  me  now  and  then  for 
heron  feathers.  As  this  bird  (Reiher,  our  German 
friends  call  him)  is  killed  as  a  useless  pest  in  many 
parts  of  England  and  Germany,  I  should  be  obliged 
to  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  send  me  some  feathers  before 
burying  the  victim.  All  the  feathers  on  the  back 
of  an  old  cock  heron  are  of  use,  and  the  bunches  of 
black  ones  on  each  side  of  his  breast  are  also  very 
useful.    I  will  gladly  pay  postage. 

Irish  Wit. 

Mr.  B.  Bennion,  writing  from  Johannesburg, 

says: — 

"  Dear  Mb.  Marston, — The  paragraph  under 
the  heading  of  '  Politeness  of  the  Irish  Peasantry,' 
which  appeared  in' your  issue  of  May  20  in  your 
'Occasional  Notes,'  is  delightful:  and  you  might 
care  to  hear  of  ahother  specimen  of  '  the '  wit.  A 
friend  in  Market  Drayton  (Shropshire)  told  me  of 
it.  He  was  visiting  Dublin,  and  standing  on  a 
bridge  over  the  River  Liffey  he  asked  if  it  was  the 
River  Liffey.  '  No,"  came  the  reply,  '  it's  only 
part  of  it!'"  R.  B.  Maeston. 

[2] 
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MESSES. 


A.  CARTEE  AND  CO.'S 
NOVELTIES. 


Messrs.  A.  Gaeter  and  Go.,  Ltd.,  137,  St.  John- 
street-road,  London,  have  quite  a  big  batch  of 
novelties  in  their  excellent  new  catalogue,  and 
although  a  good  many  are  referred  to  in  this 
number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  list  is  by  no 
means  exhausted.  That  genial  angler  Mr.  R.  C. 
Hardy  Gorfe  has,  I  see,  improved  on  an  idea  illus- 
trated and  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last 
year  or  the  year  before — namely,  an  adjustable  rod 
ring.  It  is  so  clearly  shown  in  the  illustration 
that  very  little  description  is  necessary. 

The  "  Gorfe  "  Adjustable  Rod  Ring  (Patent). 

Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.  say: — "This  interchange- 
able ring  was  made  at  the  instance  of  the  well- 
known  angler,  Mr.  R.  C.  Hardy  Gorfe,  who  requested 
us  to  provide  him  with  rings  which  would  allow 
of  the  using  of  porcelain,  upright,  or  snake  rings. 
The  ring  and  fitting  is  as  simple  as  it  is  practical, 
and  consists  of  a  spring  base  into  which  the  ring 
is  inserted.  The  spring  is  depressed  until  the  ring 
is  pushed  firmly  home.  It  thus  adjusts  and  fixes 
itself,  and  may  be  withdrawn  on  pressing  a  spring." 

Garter's  Double  Hook  Midges. 
These  flies  are  dressed  on  very  small  double 
hooks,  and  will  be  found  very  effectual,  being  more 
sure  of  hooking  and  holding  a  fish  than  a  small 
single  hook  fly.; 

Kennedy's  Irresistible  Goch-y-Bondhtt. 

This  is  no  novelty,  but  anglers  may  be  glad  to 
know  that  Messrs.  Garter  keep  Mr.  Kennedy's  beetle 
in  stock.  Price,  Is.  each  ;  three  supplied  in  box 
with  disgorger. 

The  "  Wheatley  "  Patent  Fly  Case. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  this  patent  clip  are 
that  it  keeps  the  flies  away  from  the  sides  of  the 
boxes,  and  so  prevents  the  hackles  from  getting 
crushed.  This  applies  equally  to  salmon  and 
trout,  also  in  respect  of  the  salmon  clips ;  whereas 
the  old-fashioned  ones  caused  the  heads  to  stick  up 
these  new  ones  allow  the  heads  lo  lie  lower  than 
the  hook  ends.  Then  as  regards  the  clips  them- 
selves, by  having  two,  both  working  one  against 
the  other,  there  is  less  strain,  consequently  less 
liability  of  them  getting  out  of  order,  and  by  the 
clips  being  fixed  to  a  separate  leaf  from  the  box, 
the  whole  could  be  taken  out  and  a  new  one 
insef-tedj 

Carter's  Three-in-One  Drinking  Cups. 
There  are  three  plated  cups  which  fit  into  one, 
as  shown  in  illustration.  They  are  very  compact 
and  go  into  pocket  easily,  measuring  only  3in.  by  2in. 
Price,  4s.  6d.,  in  neat  leather  case.  This  is  one  of 
the  neatest  things  I  have  seen  for  a  long  time,  and 
will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  those  generous  anglers 
who  are  never  so  happy  as  when  saying,  "Now, 
then,  what  do  you  say  to  a  drop  of  whiskey,"  or 
cherry  brandy,  etc. ;  also  by  those  who  generally 
don't  mind  if  they  do. 

The  "Lawrence''  Trout  Fly  Rod. 

This  is  copied  from  Mr.  Lawrence's  rod,  built  bj' 
Messrs.  Garter,  which  he  has  used  for  the  past  eight 
years,  and  with  which  he  has  made  a  cast  of  over 
thirty-five  yards.  The  rod  is  10ft.  9in.  long,  and 
weighs  under  lOoz. 

Specification. — Built  cane  in  three  pieces,  with 
two  tops,  cork  handle,  universal  winch  fitting,  lock- 
fast joints,  snake  rings,  revolving  top  loops,  corked 
stoppers,  with  whipped  spear,  division  case.  Price, 
£2  J5s. 

Mr.  Lawrence  has  a  powerful  wrist  and  is  an 
exceptionally  good  fly  caster,  as  all  must  admit  who 
saw  him  cast  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament, 
but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  a  rod  which  suits 
him  will  suit  everybody  else  ;  still,  it  is  very  interest- 
ing to  have  on  the  market  a  rod  passed  by  him  as 
being  his  favourite  rod. 

The  "Gresham"  Trout  Rod. 

Specification. — "Cane,  built  in  two  pieces,  with 
two  tops,  lengths  9^ft.  and  10ft.,  fitted  with  cork 
handle,  universal  winch  fittings,  snake  rings,  revolv- 
ing tops,  loops  and  corked  stopper,  in  division  case. 
Price,  £3  3s.  The  leading  features  in  this  rod  are 
great  lifting  and  casting  power,  combined  with  a 
minimum  of  weight." 

The  original  pattern,  with  which  this  rod  is 


Kennedy's  Irresistible 
Coch-y-Bondhu. 


Mr.  Geen's  Latest  Novelty — The  "Swimmer"  Phantom  Bait  (Patent),       Carter'.«i  Double 

Hook  Midges, 


Section  showing  snake  ring.  .Section  showing  l)iitt  pulley  and 

porcelain  ring. 

The  "  CoRFE  "  Adjustable  Rod  Ring  (Patent). 
Made  in  six  sizes. 


Open.  '  Closed. 

The  ",H,R.H,"  Folding  Line  Drier. 


The  "Lawrence" 
Trout  Fly  Rod. 


ppppj 


The  Perfect  "Deal" 
Sea  Lead. 


whe  atlev  s  patent  clip. 
The  "Wheatley"  Patent  Fly  Case. 


The  Kemt  Sba  Reel. 


The  Pine  Sba  Reel  (Patent). 


Carter's  Thkee-in-One 
Drinking  Cups.  . 
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identical,  was  built  specially  to  the  order  of  a 
member  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  a  very 
good  fly  fisher  and  amateur  tiy  maker,  Mr.  J.  H. 
ThoDger.  It  has  been  uaed  and  approved  by 
numerous  of  the  society's  members,  and  by  special 
permission  named  the  "  Gresham  "  Rod. 

"Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
"  Deae  Sibs, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating 
that  the  split-cane  fly  rod  you  built  to  my  order, 
now  called  *  The  Gresham '  Rod,  has  given  complete 
satisfaction. 

"I  have  never  had  a  rod  of  equal  power  to  this 
at  the  weight,  and  I  find  that  it  is  a  particularly 
easy  rod  to  cast  with. — Yours  faithfully, 

"J.  H.  Thonger." 

Mr.  Thonger  called  and  showed  me  the  rod  while 
it  was  in  process  of  manufacture,  and  it  seemed  to 
me  to  be  excellent — as  far  as  one  can  judge  by 
handling  in  a  room. 

The  "  CoRFE "  SprraiNG  Rod. 

Made  in  two  sizes.  No.  1  light  spinning.  No.  2 
live  bait  and  spinning,  lift.,  ll^ft.,  and  12ft.  long, 
2  tops,  1  full  length,  extra  one  a  little  shorter, 
£3  10s.  Steel  centre,  £4  10s.  This  rod  is  fitted 
with  the  Corfe  patent  interchangeable  rings. 

"  The  Fly  Fishers'  Qub,  1905. 
"Deab  Sirs, — The  new  steel  centre  split  cane 
spinning  rod  you  have  just  built  me  is  simply 
delightful ;  it  reduces  the  labour  of  a  long  day's 
spinning  to  a  minimum.  It  is  just  what  I  wanted, 
very  powerful  yet  plenty  of  go  in  it,  and  requires 
a  very  small  amount  of  exertion  to  make  even  the 
longest  of  casts. — Yours  very  truly, 

"  Robert  C.  Hardy  Corfe,'- 

The  "Tuerell"  One  Hand  Bait 
Casting  Rod. 

This  rod  is  made  from  suggestions  given  to  Messrs. 
Carter  by  Dr.  W.  Turrell,  who  lent  his  patterns. 
The  rod  is  7ft.  long,  in  two  pieces,  and  has  two  tops, 
one  shorter  and  slightly  stiffer  for  heavy  baits ;  it 
is  built  of  specially  prepared  canes,  and  furnished 
with  porcelain  runners  and  top  loops.  It  weighs 
about  12oz.    Price,  42s. 

In  America,  thousands  of  anglers  now  use  nothing 
but  these  short  rods  for  casting  baits;  they  have 
not  yet  "caught  on  "  in  this  country,  but  no  doubt 
Dr.  Turrell's  efforts  will  greatly  promote  their  use. 

Me.  Geen's  Latest  Novelty — the  "Swimmer'' 
Phastom  Bait  (Patent). 

Messrs.  Carter  say :  "  This  will  appeal  to  every 
user  of  an  artificial  bait.  As  the  name  describes, 
it  is  a  perfect  sivimming  bait,  the  unnatural 
spinning  action  of  the  majority  of  artificials  being 
abandoned,  and  a  perfectly  natural  swimming 
and  darting  action  substituted.  The  natural 
appearance  of  a  moving  self-propelled  fish  is  added 
to,  by  the  action  of  the  tail,  which,  when  moving 
through  the  water,  even  at  a  very  moderate  speed, 
revolves  most  attractively,  completing  the  lifelike 
appearance.  The  bait  is  armed  on  the  double  hook 
loop  principle,  and  in  case  of  a  break  from  a  snag 
or  other  cause,  can  be  replaced  in  a  moment  at  a 
very  small  cost.  The  hooks  lie  along  the  back  of 
the  bait,  being  secured  by  the  double  metal  fin,  but 
immediately  they  are  .struck  become  detached 
from  the  bait,  which  swings  from  the  metal  eye, 
leaving  the  hooks  only  in  the  mouth  of  the  fish. 
Mr.  Geen  has  had  many  fine  salmon  with  this  bait ; 
we  commend  it  to  the  notice  of  all  anglers.'! 

Painted  to  any  approved  pattern  or  colour. 
Prices:— liin..  Is.  6d. ;  Ifin.,  Is.  9d. ;  2in.,  2s.; 
2iin.,  23. ;  2iin.,  2s.  6d. ;  3in.,  23.  6d. ;  SJin.,  Ss. ; 
4in.,  38.  6d.  each.  Double  looped  hooks  for  above, 
bronzed  or  japanned,  3d.  each. 

If  Mr.  Geen  did  not  tell  us  that  he  has  caught 
many  salmon  with  this  new  non-spinning  minnow, 
I  confess  I  should  feel  very  doubtful  as  to  its 
killing  qualities,  as  only  the  tail  revolves. 

The  "H.R.H."  Folding  Line  Drier. 
This  excellent  and  useful  article  has  been  invented 
by  a  well-known  member  of  the  trade.  Price, 
33.  6d. 

The  "Corfe"  Sea  Rod  (Sole  Makers). 
Cane  built,  7ft.  long;  made  also  with  wood  butt 
and  cane  built  top,  and  greenheart  throughout. 

The  Kemp  Sea  Reel. 
Made  of  wood,  with  perforated  front,  brass 
revolving  back  plate,  and  brass  lined,  with  extra 
large  drum  for  quick  winding,  fitted  with  Bicker- 
dyke  line  guard. 


The  Pine  Sea  Reel  (Patent). 

This  is  a  new  pattern  wood  reel,  with  metal  back 
and  non-rusting  fittings,  with  a  patent  locking 
spring.  Fitted  with  adjustable  check  and  horn 
handles. 

The  "Minchin'2  Pattern  Sea  Hook. 

This  hook,  which  is  named  after  its  originator, 
Mr.  Minchin,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  is  a  pattern  which 
has  gained  great  popularity  among  sea  anglers 
during  the  past  two  seasons.  It  is  similar  in  shape 
to  a  sneck,  but  much  longer  in  the  shank. 

The  Perfect  "Deal'-  Sea  Lead. 

The  brass  pillar  having  a  telescopic  screw,  it  may 
be  extended  to  take  sections  of  leads  from  4oz.  up 
to  20oz.  Fitted  complete  with  leads  up  to  14oz. 
Extra  section  leads  can  be  had  when  heavier  weight 
is  required. 

It  is  always  interesting  to  see  new  ideas  in 
fishing  tackle  if  not  actually  of  more  practical 
value  than  old  standard  favourites.  They  afford 
excellent  topics  for  conversation  when  the  fish  will 
not  be  beguiled,  even  by  them.  Some  of  Messrs. 
Carter's  novelties  I  must  notice  in  a  later  issue. 

R.  B.  M. 


HOW  MR.  STURDY'S  BIG  SALMON 
WAS  EEPOETED  IN  NOEWAY. 


The  following  are  literal  translations  of  the 
quaint  reports,  not  entirely  correct,  which  appeared 
in  two  Norwegian  papers : — 

"  HOEDALAND  "  OF  JuLY  5. 

Great  Salmon. — Mr.  Sturdy,  the  known  English 
sport- fisherman,  who  for  a  series  of  years  has 
rented  the  fishing  rights  of  the  river  at  Bolstad, 
caught  the  other  day  a  salmon  which  weighed 
27  kilos,  and  measured  137  centigrammes  in  length. 

"  Beegens  Tidende.'-' 
Mr.  Sturdy,  who  has  every  summer  for  a  series 
of  years  driven  salmon  fishing  in  the  Voss  river, 
caught  on  Saturday  a  fish  which  weighed  26  kilos, 
and  had  a  length  of  1.35  metres.  This  is  the 
longest  fish  that  up  to  now  has  been  taken  in 
Vosselven. 


FISHING  IN  THE  "  CEDAES  " 
POND,  LEE,  KENT. 


On  July  31,  1888,  the  day  after  the  great  storm, 
one  end  of  the  "  Cedars  "  Pond  resembled  a  small 
waterfall.  Numbers  of  eels  were  washed  ashore, 
and  amongst  them  one  4ft.  long,  llin.  round,  and 
7lb.  in  weight.  A  still  more  extraordinary  take, 
in  the  same  water,  was  a  rudd  that  weighed  4lb.  4oz. 
I  caught  it  myself  in  July,  1874,  with  paste  soaked 
in  honey,  during  a  sharp  thunderstorm ;  and  also 
at  the  same  time  two  carp,  Gib.  each.  This  pond 
contains  carp,  bream,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  dace, 
and  eels.  I  remember  once  catching  in  this  pond 
a  21b.  perch,  which  I  had  stuffed,  but  now  cannot 
find.  The  history  of  this  piece  of  water  is  obscure, 
and  its  volume  inconstant.  A  few  years  ago  it 
rapidly  diminished,  without  our  discovering  the 
reason ;  so  much  so,  that  we  offered  the  great  carp 
to  the  Zoo.  Luckily  they  declined  them,  for  the 
water  all  came  back,  and  is  now  higher  than  ever. 
Kingfishers  and  moorhens  have  nested  on  the  banks 
as  long  as  I  can  remember,  and  wild  duck,  herons, 
and  sandpipers  pay  occasional  visits.  An  uncle  of 
mine  was  exceedingly  fond  of  fishing  in  this  pond, 
and  was  there  nearly  every  day.  Once,  while  fishing 
from  the  bridge,  he  struck,  as  he  thought,  a  fine 
carp,  which,  on  reeling  in,  was  found  to  be  a 
tortoise.  It  had  to  be  landed  somehow  to  get  the 
book  out,  and  to  do  this  it  had  to  be  hauled  up  to 
the  bridge.  My  uncle  was  a  sensitively  humane 
man,  and  when  it  was  up  his  troubles  were  far 
from  over,  as  it  kept  drawing  in  its  head,  hook, 
line,  and  all.  He  finally  returned  the  creature  to 
the  water,  put  up  his  things,  and  never  fished 
there  again. 

A  few  days  ago  one  of  the  gardeners  killed  a 
ringed  snake,  2ft.  Gin.  long.  As  these  snakes  live 
mainly  on  frogs,  it  had  probably  only  recently  left 
the  water ;  so  I  suppose  it  is  right  to  class  it  as 
another  denizen  of  the  "Cedars"  Pond.  This  is 
the  first  true  snake  I  have  seen  here,  but  I  have 
several  times  noticed  a  slowworm  basking  in  the  sun. 
— Joseph  F.  Green  in  the  Zoologist  for  July  15. 


A  JULY  SALMON  ON  THE  DEE. 


There  was  practically  no  water  and  very  little 
chance  of  a  fish  when  we  started  for  a  mid-reach 
of  the  Dee  on  Tuesday  last  about  3  p.m.  in  the 
afternoon.  But  then  the  fish  that  got  away  with 
the  "Sunday's  slap" — that  is,  the  weekly  close 
time — would  be  running  up,  and  we  were  on  their 
track.  This  was  all  our  hope,  and  a  forlorn  one  at 
the  best ;  but  when  one  has  made  an  engagement 
one  must  keep  to  it  as  best  one  can,  and  especially 
so  when  fishing  is  concerned  and  a  motor-car  is  at 
the  door  waiting  to  transport  one  to  and  from  the 
scene  of  action  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  He  said 
it  was  fifteen  miles  an  hour,  but  from  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  road  flashed  under  us  and  past  I 
am  certain  he  was  going  at  thirty.  However,  we 
met  only  one  policeman  in  our  twenty-mile  run, 
and  passed  him  at  five  miles  an  hour,  so  as  to  earn 
his  good  opinion,  I  suppose,  although  my  host 
again  assured  me  that  he  had  not  altered  the  speed 
one  single  inch  from  the  time  we  started.  I  said  I 
believed  him,  but  that  was  a  lie,  and  said  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment  to  keep  him  and  the  motor 
quiet. 

Well,  they  are  wonderful  things,  and  destined  to 
play  an  immense  part  in  the  sporting  world  yet, 
and  especially  so  to  the  angler.  Probably  more  so 
to  him  than  to  the  shooter,  golfer,  or  any  other 
out-door  sportsman.  He  can  dispense  with  trains, 
time-tables,  etc.,  and  study  no  one's  outgoings  and 
incomings  but  his  own.  The  whistle  of  the  distant 
engine  does  not  frighten  the  life  out  of  him,  with 
half-a-mile  of  moor  to  cross  before  he  can  climb 
breathless  into  the  belated  train,  with  the  curses 
and  other  blessings  of  the  officials  scattered  around. 

In  the  Tay,  Dee,  Spey,  and  most  salmon  rivers 
of  any  size  there  is  a  July  run  of  salmon.  They 
scale  about  14lb.  in  the  average,  are  beautifully 
shaped  and  well-coloured  fish,  and  run  inland  with 
the  summer  grilse.  If  there  be  a  spate  on  the 
river  they  come  all  the  thicker,  and  are  often  found 
in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  river  when  searching  for 
grilse. 

My  motor-friend  Ibelieves  in  the  minnow,  I 
believe  in  the  fly ;  so  we  can  always  divide  the 
water,  and,  if  need  be,  exchange  rods  or  adopt  each 
other's  tactics  when  sport  is  all  to  the  one  and 
none  to  the  other.  As  a  rule  I  go  first  over  the 
water,  and  to-night  there  was  no  exception.  "  Any- 
thing about,  Geordie,"  we  asked  the  old  keeper,  as 
we  helped  him  to  a  dram  and  put  our  rods 
together.  "  Well,  not  what  there  should  be ;  but 
I  saw  a  '  beast '  jumping  in  the  '  Sauch  Hole '  this 
morning.    You  might  do  worse  than  try  him.'' 

There  was  not  to  reason  why.  To  the 
"Sauch  Hole"  we  went,  and  trimmed  for  a  run 
with  a  grilse,  if  there  were  no  salmon  about.  The 
chances  were  ten  to  one  that  the  fish  had  run  up 
which  Geordie  had  seen  in  the  morning,  and  this 
conviction  was  being  forcibly  impressed  on  us  after 
we  had  gone  carefully  over  the  water  with  the 
favourite  Loggie,  a  famous  Dee  fly,  and  found  no 
response.  Neither  salmon  nor  grUse  moved.  My 
motor-fiend — beg  pardon,  friend — had  gone  up  the 
water  with  Geordie,  and  was  no  doubt  minnowing 
the  streams  for  trout  or  anything  else  that  Geordie 
may  suggest.  The  other  night  on  the  Don,  hearing 
there  were  pike  about,  he  went  for  them  and  killed 
three,  and  on  another  occasion,  when  there  were 
neither  pike  nor  trout  about,  he  went  eel  himting, 
and  had  one  over  31b.  in  weight. 

I  had  a  long  smoke,  and  changed  my  fly  to  the 
Blue  Charm,  It  proved  the  fatal  lure.  There  was 
little  of  a  pool  to  speak  of,  but  a  fair  current  of 
water  was  driving  through  the  hole.  When  half- 
way down  a  flash  in  the  declining  sunlight  and  the 
tug  of  an  extra  heavy  fish  told  me  like  an  electric 
fiash  that  I  was  into  him.  So  I  was,  and  that  with 
a  vengeance.  There  was  little  room  to  play  him, 
and  accordingly  less  for  him  to  swim  in.  Three 
times  he  cleared  several  feet  in  the  air.  Down 
went  my  top  as  he  went  out  of  sight  on  each 
occasion,  and  then  a  taut  line  again.  I  knew  my 
tackle  was  all  right,  but  these  gyrations  make  the 
best  nerves  on  earth  shake,  and  for  the  first  time 
for  years  I  actually  caught  myself  in  a  tremble. 
It  made  me  concentrate  my  thoughts  on  the 
fish,  and  after  a  few  more  runs  in  the  thick  of 
the  stream  he  slackened.  The  game  was  mine. 
The  dog-call  brought  the  needed  assistance,  and, 
at  the  sound  of  the  whistle,  both  my  host  and 
Geordie  were  standing  by,  the  one  with  the  net  and 
the  other  with  the  gaff^   I  had  more  faith  in 
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Geordie  than  my  friend^  and  adroitly  managed  to 
reel  the  fish  close  into  hi3  feet  and  within  easy 
reach  of  the  gaff.  In  a  twinkling  tj^e  steel  was 
home,  and  the  gleam  in  the  old  fisherman's  eye  as 
he  carried  him  up  the  bank  and  well  out  of  harm's 
reach  will  live  in  my  memory  for  many  a  day,  as 
also  the  broad  grin  on  my  motor-friend's  face  as  I 
made  him  a  present  of  "  Geordie's  July  salmon." 
It  scaled  nearly  121b.,  and  was  the  only  fish  got 
that  week  for  miles  both  above  and  below.  But, 
then,  the  chances  have  been  so  small.  However, 
they  are  slightly  better  now.        G.  M.  Mackay. 


PATEICK  STEEAM. 


In  summer  or  winter,  with  the  water  low  or  in 
flood,  there  are  few  better  waters  for  coarse  fishing 
within  reach  of  a  great  town  than  Patrick  Stream. 
Few  of  those  whose  pleasure  boats  haunt  the  river, 
whether  they  start  from  Reading  or  from  Henley, 
are  imaware  of  its  natural  beauties — willow  boughs 
drooping  to  meet  the  cool  water,  cosy  nooks  in 
which  two  people  (no  more)  may  find  shelter  alike 
from  observant  eyes  and  from  the  blazing  sun, 
green  banks  fringed  with  the  sweetest  of  our  wild 
flowers,  sparkling  shallows  with  frightened  fish 
scurrying  away  to  hide  beneath  the  long  trailing 
weeds,  deep  oily  pools  reflecting  bank  and  tree  and 
sky,  and  the  quiet  of  a  summer  afternoon — these 
things  attract  more  nature-lovers  than  perhaps  the 
ardent  fisherman  in  his  heart  of  hearts  desires. 
Still,  their  season  is  short  and  their  intrusion 
excusable ;  let  them  make  the  most  of  the  beautiful 
stream  while  they  can,  the  fishing  is  not  at  its  best 
when  they  are  most  frequent.  When  they  have 
departed  comes  the  turn  of  the  angler,  and  happy 


are  those  whose  lines  are  cast  in  this  most  pleasant 
of  all  places;  Here  no  steam-launch  ploughs  up 
and  down,  even  the  punt-pole  is  almost  put  out  of 
action  by  the  overhanging  willows.  So  the  spawn 
is  not  churned  up  and  washed  away,  nor  is  the 
delicate  fry  injured.  The  stock  is  constantly  re- 
plenished, and  though  none  but  "sportsmen" 
frequent  the  fishery,  the  water  would  stand  harder 
fishing  than  it  gets.  As  it  is,  it  serves  as  an  excel- 
lent nursery  to  the  well-fished  waters  of  the  Thames 
outside. 

The  stream,  which  flows  out  of  the  right  bank  of 
the  Thames  a  mile  or  more  below  Sonning  Bridge, 
is  virtually,  though  not  legally,  a  backwater.  For 
in  former  days  it  was  one  of  the  two  outlets  of  the 
Loddon  ;  but  on  Shiplake  weir  and  lock  being  con- 
structed between  these  two  outlets,  the  level  of  the 
Thames  above  the  weir  was  raised,  and  the  current 
of  Patrick  Stream  reversed — Thames  water  now 
flowing  right  through.  The  effect  of ,  this  change  of 
current  upon  the  bed  of  the  stream  is  very  notice- 
able; and  the  excellence  of  the  fishery  depends 
largely  upon  the  alternations  of  gravelly  shoal  and 
deep  pool. 

Entering  the  stream  from  the  Sonning  end,  we 
pass  under  a  wooden  bridge  over  which  runs  the 
road  to  the  Burrow  Marsh  Farm,  and  at  once  find 
ourselves  on  a  nice  gravelly  scour  (1),  varying  in 
depth  from  one  to  three  feet.  In  June  and  July 
this  shallow  is  fairly  stiff  with  fish,  and  many  large 
dace  and  chub  may  be  got  with  the  fly — a  small 
Coachman  or  Governor  seems  to  be  as  efficacious  as 
anything  with  the  chub,  and  a  Black  Gnat  with  the 
dace.  At  the  inflow  of  the  first  ditch  on  the  right 
side  (2),  where  a  small  eddy  is  formed,  the  writer 
once  took  seventeen  roach,  varying  from  ^Ib.  to 
IJlb.,  at  a  Bitting.;    Immediately  below  this  ditch 


is  a  hollow  bank,  the  sure  abode  of  perch,  and 
under  the  first  willow  (3)  is  a  famous  chub  hole. 
For  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  the  stream  is  fairly 
straight,  from  three  to  six  feet  deep,  but  weedy. 
However,  when  the  weeds  are  down,  this  is  capital 
pike  water,  and  here  it  was  that  I  was  broken  in  a 
fish  which  I  recovered  an  hour  later  by  hooking  the 
float — he  was  just  51b.  Now  we  come  to  one  of  the 
best  pools  on  the  water  (4),  full  of  perch  and  jack. 
Under  the  sedges  and  flags  at  the  top  of  the  pool  I 
had,  two  years  ago,  a  good  fish  nearly  every  time  I 
dropped  my  paternoster  in.  As  fast  as  one  fish  is 
caught,  another  seems  to  take  its  place,  and  the 
spot  is  never  vacant  two  days  together.  There  are 
good  eddies  by  both  banks,  and  a  ground  baiting  of 
worms  will  be  almost  sure  to  be  liberally  rewarded. 
Fifty  or  sixty  yards  below  is  a  hole  where,  perch 
fishing  one  July  day,  I  saw  what  I  had  imagined  to 
be  a  traiUng  weed  turn  over  and  take  a  bleak:  I 
set  him  down  at  121b.  then,  and  fished  for  him 
assiduously  until  the  next  February,  when  he 
succumbed  to  the  temptations  of  a  lively  little  dace. 
After  a  hard  battle  I  landed  him  by  lifting  him  out 
of  the  water  by  his  eyes,  in  default  of  a  gaff  or 
landing-net.  He  was  just  lolb.,  a  cock  fish,  and  in 
fine  condition — the  best  pike  I  have  taken  from  the 
water,  though  last  week  I  saw  another  which  may 
prove  his  equal,  if  not  his  superior. 

Again  we  come  to  a  weedy  shallow  (5)  approach- 
able only  from  the  right  bank,  the  left  being  covered 
by  a  rod-bed,  and  at  the  bottom  of  it  a  boiling  eddy 
where  barbel  may  be  found  early  in  the  season.  A 
better  barbel  hole,  however,  is  about  fifty  yards 
down,  best  fished  by  legering  from  the  left  bank  (6). 
Another  shallow  and  another  excellent  hole  follow, 
but  the  latter  is  full  of  my,  and  no  doubt  of  other 
people's,    tackle,    and    contains    among  other 


things  the  perforated  interior  of  a  bait-can  which 
a  companion  allowed  to  slip  in  while  the  water  was 
being  changed.  A  swift  run  on  the  right,  an  eddy 
on  the  left,  and  then  a  submerged  willow,  where 
there  are  always  perch.  More  weeds,  then  the 
famous  chub  hole  under  the  big  wiUow  (7),  and 
then  another  very  pikey  bit  of  water.  We  now 
come  to  the  big  eddy  (8),  which  is  a  fine  winter 
haven  for  fish  of  all  sorts,  and  in  summer  a  favourite 
resort  of  picnic  parties. 

For  some  hundreds  of  yards  there  is  a  strong 
current,  the  right  bank  being  overhung  by  willows. 
It  is  best  fished  by  throwing  a  paternoster  from 
the  left  bank.  So  down  we  go,  over  another 
fine  shoal,  imder  another  bridge  (9),  past  Burrow 
Marsh  Cottage,  and  the  cut  from  the  Thames  (10), 
trying  the  many  haunts  of  chub,  or  paternostering 
between  the  weeds  for  jack  and  perch,  until  we 
come  to  another  bend  where  the  stream  sweeps 
sharply  to  the  left  (11),  a  hundred  yards  above  the 
inflow  of  the  Loddon  (12).  Both  this  bend  and 
the  junction  of  the  streams  are  good  lairs  for  jack. 

Now  a  word  as  to  the  best  way  of  fishing  Patrick 
Stream.  Nine  people  out  of  ten  fish  it  from  a 
boat,  and  the  tenth  is  convinced  that  bank  fishing 
pays  best,  except  for  chubbing  and  very  occasionally 
for  jack  fishing.  The  water  is  within  easy  walking 
distance  of  Sonning  or  Twyford,  but  if  you  must 
use  a  boat  to  reach  the  fishery,  tie  it  up  and  fish 
from  the  bank.  Until  December  the  weeds  forbid 
float  fishing  more  than  a  few  yards  away,  and  even 
when  the  weeds  have  disappeared  I  have  always 
found  bank  fishing  the  most  remunerative. 

For  jack  fishing  I  strongly  recommend  the  pater- 
noster. Several  times  I  have  followed  an  angler 
who  was  float  fishing  from  a  boat,  and  have  found 
fish  which  have  taken  no  notice  of  hia  bait.  Last 


winter  I  advised  such  a  one  to  use  a  paternoster 
when  he  was  grumbling  about  the  ill-success  of  a 
swimming  bait,  and  the  next  time  I  saw  him  he 
was  paternostering  indeed,  but  downstream  and 
right  under  the  nose  of  his  punt,  and  naturally  was 
getting  no  better  luck  than  before.  I  therefore 
strongly  advise  that  the  punt  be  left  behind,  and 
that  the  bank  be  used.  Spinning  answers  at  times, 
but  the  water  is  so  full  of  obstructions  that  it  is 
an  expensive  amusement. 

For  chubbing  with  pith  and  brains  a  boat  is 
almost  necessary,  but  for  worm  fishing — and  this 
bait  gives  best  results  with  roach,  perch,  and  chub 
— I  believe  in  the  bank.  All  the  eddies  can  be 
fished  from  the  side,  and  there  are  numbers  of 
hollows  by  the  banks  which  can  be-  stealthily 
approached  and  fished  much  better  on  foot  than 
from  a  punt.  I  have  occasionally  done  well  when 
paternostering  for  perch  with  minnows,  and  on 
more  than  one  occasion  a  big  perch  has  seized  my 
jack-bait,  and  paid  the  penalty  of  his  greediness : 
vice  versa,  the  jack  are  not  above  toying  with  a 
succulent  lob.  Those  who  fish  late  enough  on  a 
summer  evening  are  likely  to  be  rewarded  by 
capturing  some  good  eels:  bar  belling,  indeed,  is 
quite  as  productive  of  eels  as  of  barbel,  and  the 
latter  are  not  scarce. 

The  water  is  rented  by  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Association  in  conjunction  with  the  Henley 
Fishery  Preservation  Association,  and  may  be  fished 
by  members  of  those  bodies  on  payment  of  an 
annual  half- guinea  in  addition  to  the  association 
subscription.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  water  is  regarded  rather  as  a  nursery  to  the 
Thames  than  as  a  fishery  to  be  severely  punished, 
and  sportsmen  who  frequent  the  stream  have 
always,  so  far  as  my  observation  extends,  been 
very  careful  to  fish  for  specimens  rather  than  for 
quantity.  The  excellent  spirit  which  pervades  the 
two  associations  named  above  and  the  first-rate 
work  they  have  done  in  restocking  old  Father 
Thames  are  well  exemplified  in  this  their  joint 
fishery,  and  the  only  pity  is  that  their  membership 
and  subscription  lists  are  not  more  widely  patronised, 
for  with  the  best  will  in  the  world,  when  the  money- 
bags run  low,  the  work  of  restocking  must  inevit- 
ably  suffer.  Midlandee. 


AN  UNSOLICITED  TESTIMONIAL. 


Messes.  Samuel  Allcock  &  Co.,  of  Redditch, 
send  us  the  following  : — 

"  Mr.  T.  Ashcroft,  300,  Woodhouse-lane,  Wigan. 
writes  saying:  'I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
S.  AUcock  &  Co.'s  Model  Parfait  hooks.  They  are 
the  best  I  have  ever  used  for  large  fish.  I  suc- 
ceeded in  landing  one  chub  of  over  41b.  last  week 
on  a  No.  4  size.'  " 

EECOED  EUDD. 

(From  the  "Zoologist"  for  July  1.5.) 

What  is  the  heaviest  weight  reached  by  the 
rudd  {Leuciscus  erythropthabnus)  ?  The  fish  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Green  (p.  256  of  the  Zoologist)  is 
an  undoubted  rudd,  as  its  captor  sent  me  a  photo- 
graph of  it  in  a  case  as  set  up  by  the  taxidermist. 
In  order  that  no  doubt  should  appertain  to  its 
identity,  I  showed  the  photograph  to  Mr.  Boulenger, 
who  confirmed  the  identification.  The  weight  of 
this  fish  ('lib.  4oz.)  given  by  Mr.  Green  is  so  un- 
usual that  I  wrote  to  that  gentleman  for  exact 
measurements,  and  he  kindly  took  off  the  back  of 
the  case  and  sent  me  following  dimensions: — 
Length,  ISiJin. ;  girth,  14in.  I  then  sought  the 
experience  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  well-known 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as  to  the  record 
weight  of  this  fish,  and  the  following  reply  was 
kindly  sent  me: — "The  largest  rudd,  recorded  by 
Dr.  Day  in  his  '  British  Fishes,'  was  taken  by  my 
late  friend  Dr.  Norman  in  Norfolk,  and  weighed 
31b.  loz.  I  may  have  recorded  larger  ones,  but  do 
not  remember  them.  There  is  a  roach  of  nearly 
41b.  at  the  present  Earl's  Court  Exhibition,  as  well 
as  many  large  rudd,  but  none  quite  31b.,  I  think." 
I  have  also  written  to  our  contributor,  Mr.  A. 
Patterson,  who  possesses  such  a  wide  knowledge  of 
Norfolk  fishes,  but  he  could  only  inform  me  that 
this  fish  does  not  often  exceed  2lb.  in  weight,  and 
his  greatest  weight  record  is  the  one  taken  by  the 
late  Dr.  Norman,  to  which  Mr.  Marston  has  already 
referred.  Consequently  this  record  of  Mr.  Green  is 
a  very  unusual  one.  —  W.  L.  Distant,  Editor 
Zoologist. 
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HOW  TO  STERILISE  THAMES  DRINK- 

IXG  WATER  AND  OTHER  FLUIDS 

BY  THE  SILYATOR  PROCESS.  ■ 

By  David  Walsh,  M.D. 

(Senior  Physician,  Western  Skin  Hospital, 
London,  W.). 


The  title  first  chosen  for  the  present  paper  was 
"The  Thames  as  a  Salmon  River."-  It  was  soon 
found,  however,  that  Thames  pollution  was  too 
manifold  and  complex  a  subject  to  be  discussed  at 
all  adequately  within  the  limits  of  a  brief  address. 
For  many  centuries  the  Thames  has  been  famous  as 
a  salmon  river,  but  it  has  been  practically  deserted 
by  that  fish  for  the  last  hundred  years.  The  reasons 
for  that  extinction  may  be  summed  up  in  the  two 
words — weirs  and  pollution.  Of  these  two  causes, 
pollution  is  far  the  more  important.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  for  many  years  past  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
river  have,  more  or  less,  resembled  an  open  sewer. 
A  vast  deal  of  sewage  also  contaminates  the  higher 
reaches,  where  unhappily  it  affects  men  as  well  as 
tishjt  inasmuch  as  the  Thames  is  the  main  source 
of  the  drinking  water  of  the  greatest  city  in  the 
world.  Yet  Londoners  are  content  to  drink  Thames 
water  after  it  has  undergone  extensive  sewage  con- 
tamination above  the  intakes  of  the  water  com- 
panies. It  may  interest  them  to  learn  that  it  is 
now  possible  to  sterilise  any  drinking  water  supply, 
no  matter  how  large,  by  the  Salvator  apparatus, 
recently  introduced  from  France.  If  Londoners 
drink  diluted  sewage,  let  them  at  least  iL^ist  on 
having  it  sterilised. 

In  the  upper  reaches  contamination  accrues 
mainly  from  storm  waters  and  tributary  streams. 
How  many  Londoners  know  that  any  town  on  a 
tributary  stream,  if  three  miles  away  from  the 
Thames,  is  allowed  to  rim  the  whole  of  its  sewage 
into  that  tributary  ?  Can  the  water  consumers  of 
London  wonder  that  year  after  year  they  are 
saddled  with  a  large  sum-total  of  typhoid  fever, 
for  the  most  part  of  mysterious  origin  ?  In  1903 
there  were  2339  csises  of  that  disease  notified  in  the 
Metropolis.  As  an  instance  of  accidental  pollution 
the  following  is  given  on  the  authority  of  an  eye- 
witness. In  June,  1905,  the  twin  sewage  ejectors 
at  a  town  below  Windsor  broke  down  in  storm 
time  and  floods  of  sewage  poured  into  a  stream 
running  into  the  Thames.  The  town  in  question 
is  above  the  water  companies'  intakes,  so  that 
sewage  must  have  reached  the  London  consumers 
on  that  occasion  in  larger  quantities  than  usual. 
Now,  had  the  waters  of  that  contaminated  stream 
been  passed  through  a  Salvator  apparatus  their 
danger  of  spreading  disease  would  have  been 
minimised.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Thames 
the  amount  of  sewage  discharged  at  Barking  and 
Crosness  may  be  reckoned  in  hundreds  of  millions 
of  gallons.  The  solid  matter  is  extracted,  and  were 
it  possible  to  sterilise  the  effluent  by  a  Salvator 
apparatus  the  gain  to  the  river  purification  would 
clearly  be  great.  The  question  is  mainly  one  of 
cost  in  dealing  with  such  vast  quantities  of  effluent. 
Every  million  gallons  would  cost  about  £11  to 
sterilise.  Besides  the  main  Metropolitan  drainage, 
there  are  various  smaller  but  still  important  sewage 
outflows,  such  as  those  of  West  Ham,  West  Kent, 
and  bf  various  villages  and  towns  to  be  considered. 

The  purification  of  the  Thames,  then,  closely 
concerns  the  health  of  Londoners  as  well  as  the 
restoration  of  salmon.  To  insist  that  the  Thames, 
whose  water  we  drink,  should  be  made  pure 
enough  to  let  salmon  live  in  it  is  syrely  not  to 
impose  too  high  a  standard.  Much  has  been  done 
by  the  London  County  Council  and  the  Thames 
Conservancy  to  purify  the  river,  but  a  vast  deal 
remains  to  be  achieved  ere  we  regain  the  lost 
heritage  of  a  silvery  Thames.  A  systematic 
sterilisation  of  sewage  effluents  and  of  polluted 
streams  would  help  on  the  good  work  of  the 
London  County  Council  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
Happily,  the  Salvator  apparatus  has  placed  the 
possibility  of  wholesale  sterilisation  of  sewage 
effluents  in  the  hands  of  sanitary  reformers. 

It  is  obvious  that  ordinary  methods  of  purification 
of  drinking  water  are  rough  and  imperfect.  For 


*  A  paper  read  at  the  Public  Health  Congress, 
London,  July  21,  1005. 

t  A  capital  history  of  salmon  in  the  Thames  has 
been  given  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the 
Fitihing  Oazetie,  in  the  Nineteenth  Century  for  April. 
1899.— D.,W, 


purification  by  filtration,  practically  the  only  means 
is  the  Pasteur  filter,  but  that  apparatus  could  not 
be  used  on  a  waterworks  scale.  Mechanical  filter 
beds  are  apt  to  break  down  at  any  moment  and  to 
permit  the  passage  of  disease-producing  bacteria 
with  disastrous  results.  Enteric  fever,  cholera, 
diarrhoea,  dysentery,  the  ova  of  intestinal  parasites 
and  other  water-borne  maladies  may  be  thus  dis- 
tributed in  drinking  water.  Let  Londoners  lay  to 
heart  the  fact  that  the  only  trustworthy  way  in 
which  water  once  contaminated  with  sewage  can  be 
rendered  safe  for  drinking  purposes  is  by  boiling. 
Hitherto  it  has  been  impossible  to  deal  in  that  way 
with  water  in  bulk.  That  dilSculty,  however,  has 
now  been  overcome  by  the  apparatus  introduced  by 
Vaillard-Desmaroux. 

The  principle  of  the  Salvator  is  to  boil  water 
under  pressure  as  it  passes  through  a  series  of 
pipes  encased  in  a  steam  jacket.  By  means  of  a 
special  device  sterilised  water  is  discharged  con- 
tinuously from  the  apparatus  practically  as  cool  as 
when  it  entered.  At  the  same  time,  the  water  can 
(if  wished)  be  deprived  of  more  or  less  of  its 
hardness.  The  machine  is  made  to  work  with  the 
utmost  economy  of  fuel,  and  any  ordinary  source 
of  heat  may  be  utilised.  As  the  sterilising  is  con- 
ducted under  pressure,  the  natural  solids  and  gases 
of  the  water  are  retained,  so  that  the  sterilised 
water  issues  forth  bright,  sparkling,  and  palatable, 
forming  a  marked  contrast  from  the  flat  insipidity 
of  water  that  has  been  boiled  or  distilled. 

Water,  then,  passed  through  the  Salvator 
apparatus  at  ordinary  tap  pressure  issues  sterilised^ 
cool,  and  palatable,  and,  if  desired,  also  softened. 
Samples  of  sewage-contaminated  water  taken  from 
the  Thames,  say,  at  Oxford,  at  Windsor,  at 
Battersea,  and  at  Barking,  would,  if  thus  treated,  be 
all  rendered  harmless  so  lar  as  any  living  microbes 
were  concerned.  The  safety  of  Thames  water  for 
drinking  purposes  could  thus  be  ensured,  whereas 
it  now  constitutes  a  standing  menace  to  the  con- 
sumer. Who  can  doubt  that  were  a  single  case  of 
Asiatic  cholera  to  be  imported  into  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Upper  Thames  that  London  would  run 
the  risk  of  a  widespread  epidemic  of  cholera  ? 

In  France,  Surgeon-Major  Sebillon,  of  the  1st 
Chasseurs,  has  published  the  following  remarkable 
experience:  — 

'•The  Vaillard-Desmaroux  apparatus  was  fitted 
up  on  Sept.  22,  1895,  in  the  cavalry  barracks  at 
Ghateaudun,  after  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever, 
which  had  most  deadly  effects  on  the  military 
population.  Bacteriological  examination  disclosed 
the  presence  of  many  bacteria  in  the  drinking 
water,  which  was  taken  from  the  neighbouring 
tributary  of  the  Loire. 

"  By  using  this  water  constantly  typhoid  fever  is 
endemic  among  the  civil  population. 

"  On  the  arrival  of  my  regiment,  the  1st  Chasseurs, 
in  1896,  the  situation  was  as  follows: — From 
January  to  May  of  that  year  a  virulent  epidemic  of 
typhoid  fever  had  occurred  among  the  20th  Chas- 
seurs (one  hundred  cases  with  twelve  deaths),  whilst 
a  less  severe  outbreak  prevailed  amongst  the  civil 
population. 

"The  commandant  decided  to  leave  the  town, 
but  whilst  waiting  the  boring  of  an  artesian  well, 
250  metres  deep,  the  corporation  set  up  at  its  own 
cost  a  Salvator  installation,  this  having  been  made 
a  sine  qua  non  if  the  troops  were  to  return  to  the 
town. 

"  Thanks  to  these  steps  we  had  not  a  single  case 
of  typhoid  fever  amongst  the  military  population 
after  Sept.  22,  although  endemic  typhoid  continued 
amongst  the  townsfolk. 

"  In  short,  it  has  been  demonstrated  with  mathe- 
matical accuracy  that  it  is  possible  to  preserve  a 
garrison  of  850  men  for  four  years  from  typhoid 
infection,  whilst  residing  in  a  known  endemic 
centre,  simply  by  using  water  freed  from  suspicious 
germs.  This  sterilised  water,  too,  is  clear,  taste- 
less, and  sparkling,  and  was  used  by  the  men  [with- 
out complaint." 

Other  experiences,  no  less  striking,  have  been 
recorded.  The  French  military  authorities  have 
adopted  the  system  widely  in  camps,  barracks, 
and  prisons.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Japanese, 
ever  ready  to  seize  upon  the  best  practical  applica- 
tions of  our  science,  have  used  the  Salvator 
apparatus  largely  throughout  their  present  war, 
with  the  result  that  typhoid  fever  has  been  prac- 
tically unknown  amongst  their  troops  in  Manchuria. 
Had  a  similar  method  been  in  use  amongst  our 
own  soldiers  in  South  Africa  the  disastrous  loss 
from  typhoid  fever  might  have  been  avoided,  or 


at  any  rate  much  lessened.  Unfortunately,  the 
Salvator  system  had  not  then  been  introduced  into 
the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  our  military  authorities,  who  have  ever  shown 
themselves  anxious  to  be  in  the  forefront  of 
scientific  progress,  will  see  their  way  to  adopt  the 
Salvator  apparatus  at  home  and  abroad  in  un- 
healthy camps  and  barracks  and  on  active  service. 

In  the  Navy  the  safety  of  a  ship's  drinking  water 
obtained  from  shore  might  be  ensured  by  passing 
it  through  a  Salvator  apparatus.  In  this  way  the 
use  of  unpalatable  distilled  water  from  the  engine 
might  be  avoided.  A  similar  remark  applies  to 
ocean  steamers,  and,  indeed,  to  vessels  of  all  sizes. 
By  the  use  of  a  miniature  apparatus,  which  can  be 
supplied  at  a  cost  of  £10  or  £15,  even  the  Thames 
houseboat  could  obtain  at  all  times  a  supply  of 
absolutely  safe,  sterilised  water.  At  present  the 
occupants  of  houseboats  as  a  rule  drink  con- 
laminated  river  water  passed  through  a  filter,  a 
precaution  that  simply  makes  bad  water  worse. 

The  sterilising  power  of  the  Salvator  apparatus 
has  been  testified  to  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Moor,  the  well- 
known  analyst.  As  the  result  of  bacteriological 
examination,  he  reports  that  the  water  issuing 
from  the  Salvator  is  absolutely  sterile,  as  against 
one  thousand  organisms  per  cubic  centimetre  in  the 
unsterilised  tap  water  entering  the  apparatus. 

Reports  to  the  same  effect  have  been  made  by 
Dr.  Thresh  and  Mr.  Ernest  Cassall,  to  say  nothmg 
of  many  distinguished  French  scientific  men. 

It  is  obvious  that  if  a  process  of  this  kind  can  be 
applied  on  a  large  scale  a  new  era  will  be  brought 
about  in  the  purification  of  drinking  water  supplies. 
Take  the  case  of  Lincoln,  where  a  wholesale  out- 
break of  typhoid  fever  followed  sewage  pollution  of 
the  river  from  a  ditch  above  the  intake  of  the  town 
supply.  The  Salvator  apparatus  could  have  been 
erected  within  a  few  days,  and  the  whole  of  the 
Lincoln  water  sterilised  forthwith.  In  that  way  the 
primary  infection  of  the  reservoirs  could  have  been 
effectually  stopped.  Instead  of  advising  citizens  to 
boil  water  in  their  kettles,  the  authorities  would 
have  boiled  it  in  the  Salvator  before  distribution. 
The  cost  of  installation  to  the  city  would  not  have 
been  great,  probably  a  few  thousand  pounds,  cer- 
tainly it  would  have  cost  far  less  than  the  loss 
entailed  by  the  sickness  and  death  of  many  victims 
of  the  outbreak,  to  say  nothing  of  the  stoppage 
of  industries  and  loss  of  trade  to  the  whole 
community. 

There  are  not  a  few  polluted  water  supplies  in 
the  United  Kingdom  where  the  Salvator  apparatus 
would  be  invaluable.  Many  ancient  dwellings — 
such  as  Windsor  Castle— may  in  future  have  their 
drinking  water  rendered  absolutely  free  from 
typhoid  and  other  infections.  Camps,  barracks, 
warships,  steamers,  houseboats,  schools,  infirmaries, 
and  other  organisations  may  in  this  way  ensure  a 
permanently  safe  supply  of  drinking  water. 

There  are  various  other  ways  in  which  the  Sal- 
vator apparatus  may  be  of  use.  The  removal  of  a 
portion  of  the  hardness  from  London  water  would 
save  the  Londoners  yearly  an  immense  amount  in 
the  soap  which  is  now  wasted  in  overcoming  the 
excessive  hardness  of  the  water.  Another  important 
point  is  that  water  could  be  thus  softened  before 
being  passed  into  large  boilers.  A  great  deal  of 
the  incrustation  would  be  prevented,  with  a  cor- 
responding economy  of  fuel. 

Milk  can  be  sterilised  in  the  apparatus  quickly 
and  well,  and,  above  all,  its  flavour  is  not  in  the 
least  spoilt.  In  this  way  the  Salvator  may  possibly 
solve  the  problem  of  sterilising  large  quantities  of 
milk  for  dairies  and  for  municipal  supplies. 

Another  field  of  incalculable  useiulness  lies  in 
the  sterilisation  of  sewage  effluents  into  streams 
and  rivers  or  into  the  sea.  The  London  County 
Council  and  the  Thames  Conservancy  have 
achieved  a  great  deal  towards  the  purification  of 
the  river.  In  the  Conservancy  report  for  the 
year  1904,  for  instance,  we 'find  it  stated  that 
during  the  year  in  question  sewage  from  seven 
places,  representing  a  population  of  nearly  14,000 
persons,  has  been  diverted  from  the  streams  con- 
nected with  the  Thames.  The  Conservators  add 
that  works  for  the  purification  of  the  drainage  are 
now  in  operation  at  nearly  all  the  towns  and 
populous  centres.  At  the  same  time,  they  admit 
that  there  are  still  places  where  pollution  reaches 
the  stream.  When  we  consider  the  crude  methods 
of  so-called  purification  applied  to  sewage  it  is 
evident  that  an  immense  amount  of  bacterial  con- 
tamination must  reach  the  Thames.  The  only 
way  of  ensuring  the  safety  of  drinkers  of  Thames 
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water  is  by  sterilising  the  sewage  effiuents  dis- 
charged into  the  higher  reaches,  and  by  sterilising 
the  water  again  before  distribution. 

At  Oxford,  on  July  12,  the  weight  of  a  steam- 
roller broke  open  a  sewer,  and  floods  of  sewage 
were  poured  into  the  Thames  at  a  point  above  the 
water  companies'  intake.  This  shows  how  Lon- 
doners are  at  the  mercy  of  chance  as  regards  the 
purity  of  the  water  supply.  But  after  all  it  is  only 
a  question  of  more  or  less  sewage  in  their  drinking 
water,  for  Thames  water  is  never  pure.  The  point 
is  that  not  a  drop  of  Thames  water  should  be 
supplied  to  consumers  unless  it  is  sterilised. 

Take  the  case  of  the  sewage  effluent  from  Ealing. 
By  an  ingenious  process  the  sewage  of  the  district 
is  sedimented,  and  the  sludge  burnt  with  house 
refuse  in  a  destructor.  The  fluid  efiluent  is  aerated 
and  discharged  into  the  Thames.-  As  a  matter  of 
fact  the  effluent  must  be  saturated  with  obnoxious 
organisms.  Ealing  citizens  are  not  to  blame,  for 
they  have  adopted,  and  indeed  initiated,  the  best 
method  available  up  to  the  present  time.  They 
can  now  come  abreast  of  the  most  scientific  modem 
lines  by  sterilising  their  sewage  effluent.  The 
proper  way  would  be  to  run  that  effluent  through  a 
Salvator,  which  could  be  readily  worked  by  waste 
heat  from  the  destructor.  Ealing  is  the  type  of  a 
great  niimber  of  towns  that  pollute  the  Thames  by 
imperfectly  treated  sewage  effluents.  The  cost  of 
sterilising  such  effluents  would  not  be  prohibitive. 

In  so  practical  a  question  as  the  sterilisation  of 
water  price  becomes  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
importance.  This  applies  more  particularly  to  the 
smaller  commimities  to  whom  on  the  one  hand  a 
penny  rate  yields  less  and  is  felt  more  than  in  large 
communities,  and  on  the  other  hand  whose  smaller 
consumption  would  be  purified  at  a  less  economical 
rate  than  that  of  a  larger  population. 

For  domestic  purposes  this  apparatus  is  made 
from  £10  upwards.  The  makers  of  the  apparatus 
have  furnished  the  following  table  of  the  cost  of 
the  apparatus  and  of  its  upkeep  in  various  sizes  : — 


Gallons 
jjer  day. 

Prime  cost  of 
works  litted  with 
apparatus. 

Cost  for  heat,  lubrication, 
labour,  etc. 

Per  day. 

Per  1000  gallons 

£ 

£  s.  d. 

25,000 

1,400 

8  4 

4  pence 

50,000 

2,640 

12  6 

3 

100,000 

4,800 

1  10  10 

3-7  „ 

250,000 

12,000 

3    8  9 

35  „ 

500,000 

22,000 

6  10  0 

3-1  „ 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  only 
moderate  sums  are  necessary  for  the  purification 
of  the  smaller  supplies,  and  though  it  would 
undoubtedly  require  a  large  sum  to  install  and  to 
maintain  the  Salvator  apparatus  for  the  sterilisation 
of  the  London  drinking  water  supply,  on  the  other 
hand  a  great  saving  would  result  in  the  lessening 
of  typhoid  fever,  diarrhoea,  and  other  diseases  that 
would  result.  In  comparison  with  the  total  cost  of 
the  Metropolitan  supply,  the  cost  of  sterilising 
would  be  relatively  small. 

Great  as  the  value  of  an  apparatus  for  the  rapid 
sterilisation  of  fluid  in  bulk  must  undoubtedly  be 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  would  nevertheless  be 
far  greater  in  tropical  countries.  By  sterilising  the 
water  supply  in  many  parts  of  India  or  South  Africa, 
for  instance,  not  to  mention  other  colonies  and 
dependencies,  a  vast  saving  of  life  and  health  would 
be  effected  amongst  both  civil  and  military  popula- 
tions. Owing  to  the  unspeakably  filthy  habits  of 
the  natives,  drinking  water  is  always  open  to  the 
pollution  of  cholera,  typhoid  fever,  dysentery,  and 
other  water-borne  diseases.  In  future,  any  camp, 
station,  or  town  in  India  can  be  supplied  with  an 
absf  lutely  safe  water  supply  by  the  installation  of 
a  Salvator  apparatus.  From  an  economical  point 
of  view  a  vast  pecuniary  saving  would  be  effected 
in  the  health  of  our  troops  in  India  alone. 

In  the  year  1903  the  Indian  Army  showed  1366 
cases  of  enteric  fever,  with  292  deaths.  In  South 
Africa  there  were  1155  admissions  with  138  deaths. 
The  cost  to  the  Empire  of  the  sickness,  invaliding, 
and  death  of  these  soldiers  is  great.  Attempts 
have  been  made  by  the  military  authorities  in 
both  India  and  South  Africa  to  sterilise  the 
drinking  water.  The  appliances,  however,  de- 
liver water  hot,  insipid,  and  in  limited  quantities, 
which  necessitates  cooling  and  storage  in  tanks 
with  attendant  risk  of  pollution.   The  Salvator 


apparatus,  on  the  other  hand,  gives  a  continuous 
delivery  of  cool,  drinkable  water.  In  India  soda- 
water  has  been  found  contaminated  with  bowel 
organisms.  The  Government  aerated  works  in  that 
country  supply  soda-water  of  good  quality,  but 
it  would  be  safer  to  sterilise  all  water  used  for 
that  purpose  in  the  Salvator  apparatus.  When 
attached  to  a  camp  or;  barracks  the  soda-water 
factory  could  easily  be  arranged  so  as  to  supply  in 
addition  sterilised  water  to  the  whole  of  the 
resident  troops. 

The  general  adoption  of  the  Salvator  apparatus 
would  necessarily  effect  a  great  advance  in  practical 
sanitation  and  a  great  advance  in  public  health 
practice.  It  brings  for  the  first  time  within  the 
grasp  of  the  sanitarian  a  simple  but  efficient  means 
of  absolutely  sterilising  water  and  milk  supplies,  as 
well  as  ridding  sewage  effluents  of  harmful  bacteria. 
It  provides  both  military  and  naval  authorities 
with  a  means  of  ensuring  a  far  higher  standard  of 
health  among  soldiers  and  sailors  at  home  and 
abroad,  whether  in  time  of  peace  or  of  war.  Lastly, 
it  brings  within  the  reach  of  the  London  County 
Council  and  the  Thames  Conservancy  the  possibility 
of  rendering  the  Thames  pure  enough  for  Londoners 
to  drink.  So  far  as  the  restoration  of  salmon 
is  concerned,  the  only  effectual  method  will  be  to 
forbid  sewage  matter  to  be  discharged  into  the 
Thames  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 

If  only  a  few  of  these  claims  can  be  established 
they  wiil  render  the  London  Congress  of  Public 
Health  of  1905  to  that  extent  memorable. 


"  SPEYSIDE." 


"  Speyside  from  the  Moray  Firth  to  the  Cairn- 
gorms "  is  the  title  of  a  very  attractively  got  up 
little  guide  issued  by  the  Great  North  of  Scotland 


EivEB  Spey. 

Railway  Co.  The  Great  North  of  Scotland  is  one  of 
the  most  important  railways  to  the  angler,  opening 
up  as  it  does  so  much  of  the  best  salmon,  sea-trout. 


trout,  and  sea  angling  to  be  had  in  the  kingdom. 
In  addition  to  a  map  covering  the  whole  of 
Scotland  from  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  to  Montrose 
and  Elgin,  there  are  many  illustrations  of  views  on 
Speyside — of  two  of  these,  by  the  courtesy  of 
Mr.  W.  Moffatt,  general  manager,  we  give  speci- 
mens, but  fear  we  cannot  do  justice  to  the  fine 
grain  of  the  process  blocks.  The  letter-press,  by 
Mr.  George  Eyre-Todd,  is  written  with  restraint  by 
one  who  knows  the  district  and  its  associations : 
there  is  a  refreshing  absence  of  the  "gush  "  which 
spoils  so  many  guides. 


LINCOLNSHIRE  PIKE. 


Fuller  says  they  are  found  plentifully  in  this 
Shire,  being  the  fresh-water  Wolves,  and  there- 
fore an  old  Pond  Pike  is  a  dish  of  more  state  than 
profit  to  the  owners,  seeing  a  Pike's  belly  is  a  little 
Fish-pond,  where  lesser  of  all  sorts  have  been 
contained. 

Sir  Francis  Bacon  alloweth  it  (though  Tyrants 
generally  be  short  lived)  the  survivor  of  all  fresh- 
water fish  attaining  to  forty  years,  and  some 
beyond  the  seas  have  trebled  that  term. 

The  flesh  thereof  must  needs  be  fine  and  whole- 
some, if  it  be  true  what  is  affirmed,  that  in  some 
sort  it  chewefh  the  cud,  and  yet  the  less  and 
middle-sized  Pikes  are  preferred  for  sweetnesse 
before  those  that  are  greater. 

It  breedeth  but  once  (whilst  other  fishes  do 
often)  in  a  year ;  such  the  providence  of  Nature, 
preventing  their  more  multiplying,  least  the  waters 
should  not  afford  Subjects  enough  for  their  Tyranny. 

For  want  of  other  fish  they  will  feed  on  one 
another ;  yea,  what  is  four-  footed  shall  be  fish 
with  them,  if  it  once  comes  to  their  jawes  (biteing 
sometime  for  cruelty  and  revenge,  as  well  as  for 
hunger). 

Pike  within  this  County  is  eminent,  especially  in 
that  River  which  runneth  by  Lincolne,  whence 
grew  the  proverb — 

"  Witham  Pike 
England  hath  nene  like." 
And  hence  it  is  that  Mr.  Drayton  maketh  this 
River,  poetizing  in  her  praises,  always  concluding 
them — 

"Thus  to  her  proper  Song,  the  burden  still  she 

bare ; 

Yet  for  my  dainty  Pikes  I  am  without  compare,'.' 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


The  S^ev  at  Arndilly. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Generajg  Remakes. — The  river  is  low 

and  stagnant,  and  rain  is  badly  needed.  Sport,  as 
a  whole,  has  been  very  poor  on  account  of  the 
bright  weather  and  the  condition  of  the  water,  but 
a  few  fish  have  been  had.  At  Weybridge,  Mr. 
Kipping  has  had  five  barbel,  four  perch,  two  chub, 
a  carp  of  2^5.,  and  an  eel — a  mixed  bag.  At 
Surbiton,  Messrs.  W.  Silk  and  Stanley  had  fish,  the 
former  getting  seven  dozen  dace  and  perch,  and 
Mr.  Stanley  getting  one  of  the  latter  of  l^lb.  A 
carp  of  91b.  has  been  caught  in  one  of  the  ponds  in 
the  Home  Park. — F.  H.  Amphlext. 
Thames  (Henley). — Sport  during  the  last  few 
weeks  has  been  very  poor,  although 
a  few  chub  up  to  3Jlb.  have  been 
caught,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has 
captured  a  brace  of  trout,  one  of 
which  was  returned,  and  several 
nice  perch  and  eels  have  been 
caught  on  leger  tackle.  During  the 
past  week,  however,  anglers  have 
met  with  better  results,  a  local 
angler  having  taken  seven  roach 
weighing  91b.  4|oz.,  the  best  fish 
1  lb.  14|oz.,  and  a  chub  of  31b.  4oz., 
all  of  which  were  taken  with  cheese 
paste ;  while  Mr.  F.  Holland  has 
taken  several  nice  chub  with  the 
fly,  having  caught  as  many  as 
fourteen  ot  these  fish  during  a 
morning's  outing.  Mr.  Batt  has 
also  taken  some  good  perch  and 
chub.  Sir  Alfred  Harmsworth, 
fishing  with  R.  Young,  at  Medmen- 
ham,  has  taken  a  quantity  of  chub 
up  to  41b.,  perch  up  to  1  lb.  8oz., 
two  eels  of  21b.  each,  and  two 
jack    of    31b.    each,     I  cannot 
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hear  of  any  barbel  having  been  caught  in  the 
district,  but  a  local  angler  has  caught  a  tench  of 
1  lb.  8oz.  The  water  is  now  on  the  clear  side,  and 
there  k  very  little  stream,  but  still  there  are  some 
very  good  roach  and  chub  being  caught  during  the 
early  morning  and  the  last  hour  or  so  of  fishing. 
Preparations  are  already  being  made  for  the  great 
international  competition  which  takes  place  here  on 
September  4.  The  Town  Hall,  and  the  Drill  Hall 
adjoining,  has  been  engaged,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Hon.  r.  D.  Smith  will  be  prevailed  upon  to  take 
the  chair  at  the  supper  in  the  evening. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenhain). — Wednesday  Night. — 
The  river  is  in  good  order  with  a  little  colour,  but  a 
lot  of  traffic  about.  The  fish  are  feeding  much 
better  in  the  mornings  and  evenings.  J ohn  Spong, 
H.  Harper,  C.  Brown,  R.  Moffatt,  and  myself  have 
been  getting  fair  takes  of  bream,  perch,  roach,  and 
dace.  A  gentleman  fishing  from  Pope's  Villa  caught 
an  eel  weighing  71b.  ;  it  took  twenty-five  minutes 
to  land.  I  have  been  out  every  day.  On  July  21 
seven  bream  (largest  2|lb.),  three  good  perch,  one 
jtkck  (31b.),  one  roach  (lib.),  hooked  in  the  tail,  and 
two  dozen  roach  and  dace.  On  July  26  three  bream, 
two  perch,  and  three  dozen  good  roach  and  dace. 
Prospects  good. — Tom  Augur. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week  on  this  river,  midday  the  fish  have  not  been 
biting  freely  under  a  blazing  sun,  but  early  mornings 
and  late  afternoons,  excellent  summer  sport  has 
been  had  with  the  bream  and  roach,  and  a  few  good 
perch.  Anglers  are  being  at  times  armoyed  with 
jack  in  the  swims ;  this  class  of  fish  is  too  numerous 
herej  we  could  gladly,  at  this  the  roach  season, 
spare  100  of  them.  The  river  is  in  splendid  trim  all 
round ;  vmder  present  weather  conditions  the  bags 
have  not  been  quite  so  heavy,  nor  the  fish  so  large. 
All  free  water. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — Conditions  are,  if  possible, 
worse  than  last  week,  and  not  for  many  years  has 
there  been  such  a  disastrous  season.  Peal  are 
scarcely  moving,  and  the  few  that  are  in  the  rivers 
have  found  out  the  deep  pools,  where  they  will  take 
nothing  that  is  offered  them.  Occasionally  a  rod, 
fishing  late  in  the  evening,  will  rise  a  fish,  but  there 
is  very  little  disposition  to  sport.  Salmon  cannot 
run  owing  to  the  low  water.  Trout  fishing  is 
practically  abandoned  until  late  in  the  evenings, 
and  then  dapping  into  the  deep  pools  is  the  best 
method  of  getting  one  or  two  fish.  The  nets  in  the 
estuaries  are,  of  course,  having  great  times. — 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is 
extremely  low  and  fine.  There  has  been  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  very  hot  summer  weather,  and  rain 
is  badly  needed.  Very  few  fish  have  been  caught 
in  the  daytime,  and  most  anglers  have  been  fairly 
rewarded  at  night.  Since  my  last  report  Mr.  W.  F. 
Tollit  has  secured  eleven  peal  and  nine  trout,  Mr. 
H.  Searle  seven  peal,  Mr.  E.  Distin  two  peal  and  fif- 
teen trout,  Mr.  W.  Revell  two  peal  and  seven  trout, 
Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  two  peal,  and  Mr.  J.  Edmonds 
eleven  peal  and  two  trout,  whilst  a  rather  excep- 
tional thing  recently  occurred  at  the  weir,  when 
several  bass  were  caught  with  the  fly  by  Mr. 
Edmonds.  In  connection  with  the  fish  recently 
found  dead  below  Austin's  Bridge,  it  now  trans- 
pires that  twenty- four  fish  were  also  found  dead  at 
the  bottom  of  the  tail  race  at  the  paper  mill,  but  it 
is  ttscertained  that  the  place  is  above  the  sewage 
outfall,  and  that  nothing  could  have  come  from  the 
Merdle.  At  the  same  time,  if  this  should  occur 
again,  steps  should  be  taken. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Ctuuberland). — A  small 
freshet  at  the  week-end  gave  an  impetus  to  the 
lun  of  migratory  fish,  and  there  are  now  immense 
quantities  of  sea-trout  between  Workington  and 
Cockermouth,  all  the  spiled  water  holding  a 
splendid  stock  of  fish.  Curiously  enough,  how- 
ever, sport  has  not  been  altogether  satisfactory, 
sea-trout  having  risen  very  poorly  to  fly.  The  best 
success  has  been  secured  by  rods  on  the  Angling 
Association  water,  but  even  here  creels  on  occasions 
have  been  light.  Otters  have  spoilt  the  best  pools 
several  nights.  At  Salmon  Hall  the  Fishery  Board 
have  not  done  so  well  as  last  year,  the  take  having 
been  twelve  salmon,  one  grilse,  350  sea- trout,  against 
thirteen  fialmon,  one  grilse,  and  783  sea-trout  last 
year  at  this  time.  Grilse  are  now  due,  but  unless 
rain  comes  the  run  will  be  interfered  with.  When 
a  foot  of  water  comes  down  we  shall  expect  [some 
good  day  fi.shing. — Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Little  has  been  done  on 
the  Carey,  which  is  still  very  low.  One  angler  had 
a  couple  of  dozen,  but  little  of  note  has  been  done. 
There  is  a  large  number  of  peal  reported  in  the 
Teign,  and  anglers  should  have  a  good  time  pro- 
viding there  is  an  early  flood.  Fish  are  reported  to 
be  fairly  plentiful  in  the  Exe,  but  like  other  rivers  it 
is  very  low.  Baskets  have  been  small,  and  not  what 
might  be  expected  considering  the  number  of  fish. 
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The  water  bailifJs  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  recently 
visited  Wear  GiSord  and  took  out  250  dace.  It  is 
proposed  to  shortly  visit  the  Torridge  near  the 
Town  Mills.  The  followers  of  the  Culmstock  Otter 
Hounds  had  a  curious  experience  this  week.  An 
otter  was  turnedbut,  and  owing  to  the  extraordinary 
number  of  grey  mullet,  which  raised  big  waves  and 
put  the  hounds  off  the  track.  Frequently  the 
hounds  again  found  the  otter  and  again  they  were 
deceived  by  being  called  upstream  by  the  shoal  of 
fish,  and  very  old  hunters  avow  that  they  have 
never  been  faced  with  a  difficulty  approaching  this 
before. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — There  is  no  change  in  the 
prospects  for  angling  in  this  district,  and  in  the 
absence  of  copious  spates,  which  are  much  needed 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  river,  sport  remains 
practically  at  a  standstill.  Sea  angling,  however, 
continues  to  provide  capital  sport  from  the  quays 
and  piers,  one  visitor  daring  the  early  days  of  the 
week  being  responsible  for  the  capture  [of  several 
large  whiting  and  haddock.  One  or  two  parties 
have  operated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rocks,  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  piers,  and  have  invariably 
met  with  remunerative  sport.  Some  heavy  fish  are 
being  landed  almost  every  day. — J,  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — An  angler  of  over 
forty  years  mentions  through  the  interesting  notes 
given  by  the  Exeter  Gazette  editor  that  the  sport 
obtained  in  our  Devonshire  rivers  has  improved 
compared  with  that  of  some  years  since.  Between 
the  weirs  at  Bonhay  the  water  is  very  low,  and  the 
salmon  are  unable  to  leave  the  pools ;  it  is  hoped 
that  they  may  be  removed  safely  to  the  higher 
water  or  a  freshet  improve  matters.  The  canal 
fishing  is  good,  and  some  perch,  eels,  tench,  and 
roach  are  being  caught  by  the  bank  anglers  in  this 
excellent  free  water.  Bass  and  smelt  are  plentiful 
in  Exmouth  Dock  and  Pier,  and  very  fine  mullet 
have  been  seen  over  41b.,  €md  should  soon  be  feed- 
ing, next  month  and  September  being  a  good  time. 
Mr.  R.  Mostyn  landed  a  fine  bass  off  the  pier  of 
l^Va.,  and  some  large  eels  up  to  31b.  Others 
successful,  chiefly  at  night,  have  been  Messrs. 
Holman,  Knight,  Hansom,  Titty,  Garford,  Cobley, 
Beck,  Perry,  and  others.  Off  the  Warren  Ridge 
the  fishing  has  been  also  good,  takes  of  bass  of  a 
dozen  or  so  being  made  by  visitors  and  others. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Considering  the  tropical 
weather,  the  Lea  has  been  in  fair  colour,  but  it  has 
been  very  sluggish,  and  the  few  anglers  out  have 
met  with  but  little  reward.  No  good  catches  are 
reported,  but  roach,  dace,  bream,  perch,  and  pike 
have  all  been  landed.  The  perch  and  pike  are  not  in 
season  until  Wednesday  next,  Aug.  2,  when  the 
first-named  fish  ought  to  furnish  sport.  Fishing 
has  also  been  quiet  on  the  tributaries,  which  Me 
very  low  and  clear. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  very 
goodj  condition,  although  rather  bright,  but  f rain 
will  soon  alter  that.    There  has  been  some  very 

food  sport  with  the  chub,  roach  and  dace.  Mr. 
'rice,  of  London,  has  had  some  very  nice  catches  of 
roach  and  dace.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport.  Boats,  baits,  ietc,  from  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel, 
Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominiter). — Both  streams 
are  running  clear  and  bright  and  very  low,  and 
rain  is  badly  wanted  to  refresh  the  water.  Some 
storms  have  been  had  but  have  made  no  difference 
to  the  water.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk ;  the  best 
time  for  sport  has  been  in  the  morning  or  late  in 
the  evening,  when  the  fish  have  moved  well.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  fiy  and  wasp 


grub,  and  several  very  nice  lots  of  trout  and 
grayling  have  been  had.  With  more  water  sport 
would  improve  in  both  streams.  The  Pinsley  is 
clear  and  very  low. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborongrh). — Although  we  have  not 
had  the  much-desired  rainfall  to  improve  the  con- 
ditions for  angling,  the  water  in  the  river  having 
become  low,  things  have  not  been  so  bad  as 
might  have  been  expected  during  the  past 
week,  for  the  fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed, 
and  some  exceptionally  good  catches  have  been 
made ;  the  weeds  have  been  growing  apace  and 
have  proved  very  troublesome  to  anglers.  Wheat 
(boiled)  has  proved  the  most  effective  bait.  On 
Monday  evening  (J uly  24)  Mr.  J.  Manning  secured 
in  a  short  time  about  71  b.  of  roach ;  Mr.  J.  Hiles 
also  had  a  good  catch  of  bream,  about  a  stone 
falling  to  his  rod,  the  heaviest  weighing  51b.  3oz., 
and  Mr.  E.  Hammond  and  Mr.  F.  Peaks  secured 
nice  baskets  of  roach  and  dace,  some  of  the  former 
weighing  over  1  lb.  The  bream  and  roach  are  just 
now  located  near  the  Tower  Bridge,  and  are  to  be 
seen  in  shoals. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleiirh  Salterton).  —  This  broiling 
weather  has  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  trout,  and 
they  are  not  taking  anything  just  now,  nor  have 
been  for  the  past  week.  If  they  feed  at  all,  it  must 
be  in  the  dead  of  night,  for  between  the  hours  for 
the  usual  evening  rise,  namely,  between  8  p.m.  and 
10  p.m.,  they  are  just  now  showing  very  little  in- 
clination ;to  rise.  The  surface  of  the  water  may 
seem  marked  by  the  rings  caused  by  trout,  but 
they  are  mostly  illusive  rises  and  not  genuine 
attacks  on  flies  or  midges.  Of  course  there  is 
always  a  chance  at  night  of  a  brace  or  so,  but  it  is 
no  longer  certain,  day  fishing  has  become  quite 
hopeless.  A  good  freshet  would  help  matters,  for 
the  river  is  very  low  tmd  weedy.  Peal,  if  ia  the 
river,  wUl  not  rise.  A  great  many,  chiefly  small,  of 
weight  ranging  from  I  lb.  to  21b.,  are  being  netted 
in  the  sea  off  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  none  aro 
taken  on  the  rod. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  has  been  in 
thorough  good  trim  all  the  week,  and  good  catches 
have  resulted,  Mr.  Chxirton  taking  the  best  chub, 
3Jlb.  —  a  very  handsome  fish.  Several  others 
ruiming  it  close  in  weight  were  returned.  Out  with 
Mr.  Dudley  Cohen  and  Cohan  Fleming  one  evening, 
and  got  sixty  nice  roach  tind  rudd,  largest  l^lb.,  in 
a  couple  of  hours.  Water  is  now  coming  down  a 
very  nice  colour,  and  this  week  end  will  show  a  good 
return,  I  think. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  almost  clear  of 
weeds  now.  Good  water,  though  clear.  Natural 
food  disappearing  with  the  weeds,  so  that  it  gives 
the  angler  a  better  chance  of  getting  the  fish  on 
feed,  and  swims,  carefuUy  cleared  and  judiciously 
baited,  ought  to  repay  the  emgler  and  fine  tackle 
for  his  trouble,  and  given  another  fortnight  the 
results  ought  to  be  very  gratifying  to  all  anglers. 
Roach  of  1  lb.  4oz.  and  perch  of  1  lb.  9^oz.  are  the 
best  taken  here  this  week ;  some  may  have  had 
better,  but  that  is  the  extent  of  our  results. — 
Edward  Collinson, 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — We  had  again  at  the  close  of  last  week  more 
smart  showers  of  rain,  but  not  sufficient  to  make 
the  slightest  alteration  in  the  condition  of  these 
rivers,  which  still  continue  at  a  very  low  level,  and 
much  too  bright  and  clear  for  successful  angling,  but 
the  sun  has  not  been  so  much  in  evidence  this  week, 
so  that  anglers  have  been  able  to  fish  throughout  the 
day,  but  with  poor  results  in  the  generality  of  cases. 
From  an  angler's  point  of  view  there  is  now  a  more 
promising  outlook,  as  rain  has  fallen  steadily  for  the 
greater  part  of  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  which  still 
continues,  with  every  appearance  of  a  wet  night,  but 
these  appearances  of  late  have  proved  most  decep- 
tive £W  regards  the  rainfall. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — At 
the  Jend  of  last  week  fish  were  feeding  well  at 
Chichester  canal,  which  for  the  past  fortnight  has 
taken  the  record  for  sport.  On  July  23  a  nice  six 
hours'  rain  cooled  the  air  and  freshened  up  the 
water  and  foliage.  The  canal  is  in  excellent 
trim,  and  the  weed  clearance  as  far  as  it 
has  gone  has  proved  a  boon  to  anglers. 
Mr.  E.  W.  Jacobs  on  July  25  secured  a  nice  roach 
of  1  lb.  7oz.  and  bream  up  to  21b. ;  Mr.  Hunt,  a 
roach  of  lib.  6oz.,  which  is  being  set  up  for  the 
City  Club  by  Mr., George  Moore,  our  local  taxider- 
mist; Mr.  Lumberlake  bad  a  perch  of  l^lb.  Mr. 
Jacobs  and  friend  had  201b.  of  bream  in  an 
evening.  Among  eels,  a  31b.  fish  was  landed  on 
July  23.  Bream  have  taken  gentles  in  preference 
to  paste.  From  the  Ouse,  Mr.  F.  King  secured 
seven  roach  weighing  6lb.,  and  Mr.  C.  Markwich 
has  had  good  takes  of  roach  and  dace.  Bass  and 
mullet  are  affording  sport  in  the  harbours.  The 
heaviest  bass  noted  from  Chichester  Harbour,  taken 
with  hand  -  line,  weighed  61b.  loz. — Geobos  F. 
Salter. 

[8] 
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Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  very  low,  and  not  in  the  best  of 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot, 
and  the  fish  have  not  been  moving  during  the  day  ; 
the  best  time  for  fishing  has  been  at  early  morning 
and  in  the  evening,  when  there  has  been  a  good 
number  of  rods  out,  and  they  have  used  fly  and 
bottom  baits.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  Blue 
Dun,",Wickham's  Fancy,  Governor,  White  Moths, 
White  Winged  Coachman,  Bed  Spinner  and  Red 
Tag.  Wasp  grub  has  been  the  most  successful 
bottom  bait.  Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for 
one  or  two  good  trout.  At  the  end  of  last  week  an 
angler  was  out  above  the  Castle  and  landed  a  fine 
grayling,  21b.,  and  4|lb.  of  trout  with  the  fly.  In 
the  water  below  Ludford  Bridge  Mr.  Davies  took  a 
fine  trout,  2^1b.,  and  six  others  averaging  from  1  lb. 
and  fib.  each.  Sport  has  been  had  in  the  water 
along  the  Folly  with  worm.  Rain  is  wanted  to 
refresh  the  river  before  good  sport  will  be  had.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and 
clear,  and  fishing  good  with  wasp  grub. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  a 
most  deplorable  condition  for  want  of  a  good  flood. 
Dace  are  most  obliging,  some  good  baskets  have 
been  killed  with  maggot.  Trout  are  got  with  up- 
stream fishing,  also  in  pools,  legering.  Fishing  the 
Tyne  at  Braydon,  anglers  have  been  filling  their 
creels!with  sparling,  baiting  with  maggot  and  worm. 
The  Wansbeck  is  dead  low,  moth  fishing  at  night 
proving  a  good  killing  bait,  one  angler  on  a  private 
stretch  killing  seventeen  heavy  trout.  The  Coquet 
is  in  a  similar  condition  for  want  of  rain — dead  low 
— evening  fishing  in  the  shades  accounting  for  some 
good  creels  of  trout.  Mr.  Mackenzie  and  Son, 
staying  at  Felton,  have  had  some  fine  sport,  last 
week's  total  being  ninety-eight  trout.  On  Tuesday 
last  they  killed  twenty- three  trout,  the  bait  being 
grub  and  fly.  Sea  fishing  is  very  promising,  and 
good  catches  are  recorded  from  South  Shields, 
Tynemouth,  Whitby  and  Tweedmouth ;  the  best 
baits  are  herring,  crab,  mussel  and  sand  worm. — 
Hy.  a.  Mueton,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendou). — Sport  is  improving 
with  the  warm  nights,  and  besides  mixed  bags  of 
from  81b.  to  101b.,  bream  up  to  31b.  have  been 
taken. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
has  been  very  hot  and  dry,  and  the  rivers  low  and 
clear,  so  that  angling  has  been  at  a  discount.  A 
thunderstorm  passed  over  Buxton  and  the  Peak 
District  on  Saturday,  July  22,  which  discoloured  the 
Wye  for  a  few  hours,  and  several  anglers  took 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  and  were  rewarded 
with  a  brace  or  two  of  nice  fish.  The  Derwent 
was  very  little  affected,  only  a  slight  shower 
falling,  and  very  few  fish  nave  been  caught 
in  any  |part  of  this  river;  the  best  catch  I 
heard  of  is  one  trout  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Coates, 
fishing  below  Cromford,  with  the  fly,  who  landed 
a  splendid  trout  weighing  31b.,  caught  fishing 
late  in  the  evening.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few 
days  is  a  little  more  hopeful,  as  it  promises  for  a 
little  rain.  Useful  flies  :  Ash  Dim,  July  Dun,  Black 
Gnat,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Golden  Dun,  Throstle  Wing, 
and  large  Yellow  Dun,  and  Bumble  for  evening. — 

DOTTEEBL. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altuacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— On  July  18,  Messrs.  Tucker,  London,  fished  Loch 
Cama,  and  landed  twenty-two  trout,  91b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Bannatyne,  Glasgow,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  six  trout, 
averaging  close  on  1  lb.  each.  On  July  19,  the  best 
basket  was  one  of  thirty-eight  trout,  101b.,  made 
by  Messrs.  Tucker  on  Loch  Urigill.  On  July  20, 
the  same  anglers  fished  Loch  Veyatie,  and  caught 
twenty  trout,  81b.  On  July  21,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilroy,  on  Loch  Cama,  had  seventeen  trout,  5Jlb.  ; 
and  Messrs.  Tucker,  on  Loch  Mheallain,  two  and  a 
quarter  dozen,  81b. — B. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — The  Beauly  and  Conon 
rivers  still  continue  very  low,  and  there  has  been 
very  little  running  of  grilse  and  sea-trout.  Fishing 
the  Home  and  Falls  beat  of  the  Beauly  during  four 
days  of  the  past  week,  Messrs.  Phipps,  Beaufort 
Castle,  had  twelve  grilse  and  two  sea-trout, 
namely,  on  July  18,  five  grilse,  weighing  61b.,  5^1b., 
5pb.,  51b.  and  51b.,  as  well  as  two  sea-trout,  of  21b. 
and  lilb. ;  on  July  19,  five  grilse,  of  61b.,  S^lb., 
5Jlb.,  5pb.  and  4ilb. ;  on  July  20,  one  grilse  of 
4^1b.,  and  on  July  21,  one  grilse  of  51b.  Higher  up, 
three  grilse,  of  6ilb.,  61b.  and  51b.,  were  landed  on 
the  rod  of  C.  W.  Barry  at  Struy.  The  nets  on  Wednes- 
day and  Saturday  had  poor  takes,  only  twelve  fish 
bemg  landed  on  the  former  and  seven  on  the  latter, 
On  the  Conon  four  grilse  were  reported  caught  on 
the  upper  waters,  both  Scatwell  and  Fairburn 
anglers  being  fluccessful.  The  Brahan  Castle  waters 
were  blank,  and  only  about  twenty  salmon  and 
grilse  were  had  in  the  nets.  Loc)£  Nicss  and 
Loch  Mab.ee. — During  the  week  there  was  a  good 


run  of  sea-trout  and  grilse  both  to  Loch  Ness  and 
Loch  Maree.  On  Loch  Ness,  fishing  from  Foyer's 
Hotel,  Mr.  Leonard  Robson,  Middlesbrough,  had 
three  grilse  of  8lb.,  71b.,  and  4 Jib.,  as  well  as  three 
trout  of  41b.,  21b.,  and  21b.  Mr.  R.  Hunt,  Liverpool, 
had  three  grilse  of  61b.,  5ilb.,  and  51b.,  as  well  as  one 
sea-trout  of  1  lb.  Mr.  Pethick,  Weston-super-Mare, 
fishing  the  same  waters  landed  three  grilse,  of  81b., 
5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  as  well  as  two  sea-trout  of  21b.  each. 
On  Loch  Maree,  Mr.  Coleby,  fishing  from  Mr. 
McAlister's  Loch  Maree  Hotel  on  July  18,  had  seven 
sea-trout,  weighing  7  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Dixon,  ten  sea-trout, 
81b. ;  Mr.  Auld,  eleven  sea- trout,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  Veasey, 
ten  sea-trout,  weighing  6Jlb.  Mr.  Turnbull  on  the 
same  date  had  a  basket  of  fourteen  sea-trout, 
weighing  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Stewart,  a  beautiful  creel  of 
fourteen,  weighing  12 Jib. ;  Mr.  Ackworth  had  three 
trout, weighing  31b.;  and  Mr.  Scott,fourteen, weighing 
1 1  lb.  On  the  same  date,  Mr.  Mellor  had  three,  aggre- 
gating 3  Jib.  This  makes  a  total  of  eighty-six  sea- trout, 
weighing  741b.,  in  one  day's  fishing.  On  July  19, 
Mr.  Scott  had  seven  sea-trout,  aggregating  lOJlb.; 
Mr.  Thomson,  six,  weighing  81b.;  Mr.  Auld  landed 
five  trout  weighing  61b.;  Mr.  Mellor,  four,  scaling 
9Jlb.;  Mr.  Stewart,  two  of  31b.;  Mr.  Turnbull,  two 
of  ijlb.;  Mr.  Herring,  three,  weighing  2Jlb.;  Mr. 
Motherspoon,  seven,  of  91b.;  and  Mr.  Ackworth,  six, 
of  3Jlb.,  making,  for  the  19th,  forty-two  nice  sea- 
trout  of  53Jlb.  in  weight.  The  aggregate  for  the 
two  days'  fishing  was  thus  128  sea-trout,  weighing 
127Jlb.,  which  represents  very  successful  angling. 
Looks  Achanalt,  Luichart,  Gabvb  and  Loch- 
KOSQUE. — Very  fair  sport  continues  to  be  had  on  the 
above  four  lochs  during  the  past  week,  particularly 
on  the  latter,  where  an  angler  from  Strathpeffer  had 
two  enormous  trout  of  71b.  and  6Jlb.  on  the  same 
date,  besides  several  over  1  lb.  weight.  On 
Achanalt,  Rev.  Father  Mclntire,  fishing  from 
Garve  Hotel,  had  eight  pike  in  one  day  from  61b. 
to  11  lb.  in  weight,  while  another  angler  had  four, 
and  two  nice  trout  of  IJlb.  and  21b.  On  the  same 
loch  Messrs.  Beaufort  and  Sommerville  had  six 
trout  from  IJlb.  up  to  3 Jib.,  besides  numerous 
pike.  Anglers  from  Strathpeffer  had  baskets  of 
trout  from  41b.  up  to  91b.  on  Loch  Garve.  The 
heaviest  basket  had  on  Loch  Luichart  during  the 
week  was  one  of  131b.  on  July  20,  the  heaviest 
trout  being  3Jlb.  Fishing  the  River  Glass  from  the 
Cannich  Hotel,  a  few  fair  creels  were  obtained, 
baskets  of  from  51b.  to  121b.  having  been  had.  The 
heaviest  trout  landed  was  one  of  21b.  6oz.,  got  on 
July  21.— A.  B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Owing  to  the  lowness 
of  the  rivers,  night  fishing  at  present  is  the  most 
productive  of  sport.  There  is  now  a  fine  run  of 
herling,  and  a  good  many  have  been  got.  In  the 
Netherby  reserved  water,  Mr.  Reed  had  nine  sea- 
trout  and  four  herling;  in  Wilkin's  Pool  Mr.  W. 
Chambers  had  three  sea-trout  and  five  herling,  and 
Mr.  H.  Foster,  six  herling.  In  Langholm  water. 
Major  Robertson  caught  four  sea-trout  and  Mr.  J. 
Clarke,  two.  At  a  morning  fishing  Mr.  T.  Bell  had 
two,  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone,  two  at  a  night  fishing, 
Mr.  G.  M.  Little,  three  at  night  fishing,  and  Mr.  J. 
Harkness,  three.  Mr.  T.  Morrison  caught  seventeen 
in  Langholm  water  during  the  week,  Mr.  B.  Belford, 
four,  Mr.  A.  Jardine,  eight,  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson, 
seventeen,  and  several  anglers  caught  from  one  to 
four  herling  at  a  fiishing.  Mr.  M.  Ewart  caught  a 
sea-trout  weighing  over  31b.  at  Factory  Gullets,  and 
Mr.  N.  Martin,  four  in  Langholm  water.  Colonel 
Wetheral,  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Temperance 
Hotel,  had  a  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout,  Mr. 
A.  Bell,  three  sea-trout,  Mr.  J.  Morrison,  two,  Mr. 
Belford,  four  sea-trout,  fifteen  yellow  trout  and  two 
chub  (each  3 Jib.).  Mr.  A.  Irving  had  four  sea- 
trout  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  T.  Bell,  two,  Mr.  R. 
Beid,  one,  and  Mr.  J.  Harkness,  one.  Ushing  in  the 
Double  water  above  Netherby,  Mr.  J.  Elston, 
Torquay,  landed  a  fine  salmon  weighing  251b.  in 
the  Willow  Pool.  In  a  week's  fishing  in  the  Liddle 
and  Hermitage  water  Mr.  J.  Cowan  creeled  nine 
sea-trout  and  twenty-four  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  J. 
Armstrong  two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout  in 
the  Liddle.  In  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  J. 
Bell  had  three  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout, 
and  Mr.  J.  Bruce  caught  three  sea-trout.  Fishing 
in  Canonbie  water,  the  Bev.  B.  H.  Kerr  caught  six 
sea- trout  and  four  herling ;  Dr.  Anderson  seven  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  J.  Scott  two ;  and  Mr.  J.  Jardine  three. 
Mr.  B.  Nelson  in  a  week's  fishing  had  twenty-three 
sea- trout  and  four  herling;  Mr.  James  Steel  six 
sea- trout  and  four  herling ;  Dr.  Belelis  four  sea-trout ; 
and  Mr.  James  Brockbank  four.  Mr.  Beginald 
Steel  caught  five  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr. 
Adam  Keen  eleven  sea- trout ;  Dr.  Paterson  two  ; 
Mr.  W. ,  Irving  eight ;  Mr.  Dodd  five ;  Mr.  A. 
Porteous  three  sea-trout,  four  herling,  some  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  McKune  had  three  sea- trout ;  Mr.  D.  Little 
two ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  two  and  some  yellow  trout. 
Fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  Mr.  J. 
Johnstone  caught  three  sea-trout;  Mr.  Dickson 
I  had  a  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Hermitage  water ; 


Mr.  Law,  one  sea-trout  in  the  Liddle ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot 
had  a  dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Scott  caught  two 
sea-trout  at  Whithauch  Linns ;  Mr.  A.  Storey 
caught  two  sea-trout.  Some  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  have  been  got  in  the  Liddle  between  the 
Viaduct  and  Penton ;  Sergeant  Newton  had  two 
sea-trout  in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  McLellan  had 
half  a  dozen  sea-trout  and  some  herling  in  the 
Double  water ;  Mr.  Davidson  had  two  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  Upper  Liddle,  and 
Messrs.  Beattie,  J.  Walker,  and  W.  Armstrong  have 
had  a  few  sea-trout  and  several  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  Hutton  had 
over  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Hermitage  water. — 

GiLNOCKlE. 

Carrou  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,   N.B.). — The 

long  looked-for  rain  came  at  last,  and  it  continued 
falling  copiously  at  the  beginning  of  this  week,  so 
that  good  accounts  of  sport  with  the  rod  may  be 
looked  for  in  a  few  days,  especially  as  the  net 
fishings  at  the  estuary  have  fallen  off  very  much 
during  the  past  week.  On  Mr.  Carnegie's  Skibo 
nettings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth,  and 
also  on  Mr.  Anderson's  Invercharron  fishings,  the 
yield  of  salmon  and  grilse  would  not  amount  to 
more  than  one-fourth  that  of  the  previous  week ; 
while  the  Balnagown  fishings  on  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  fell  off  by  about  one  half.  From  all  the 
above  fishings  combined  it  is  estimated  that  the 
total  fish  consigned  to  Billingsgate  and  other 
markets  in  the  course  of  the  week  would  aggregate 
a  trifle  over  two  tons. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Several  thunder  showers 
have  fallen  in  this  district  of  late,  but  the  rain  has 
had  no  effect  on  the  river,  which  continues  to  run 
very  low.  In  fact,  it  is  seldom  that  the  water  has 
been  so  low,  and  for  so  long  a  time.  Fish  have 
almost  ceased  to  run,  and  angling  is  almost  aban- 
doned in  the  meantime.  Owing  to  the  small 
stream,  the  net  fishermen  have  a  little  difficulty  in 
working  the  sweep  nets,  which  can  only  be  done  in 
the  deeper  pools.  It  is  a  couple  of  months  since  they 
caught  a  salmon,  and  their  daily  yield  meantime 
consists  of  an  occasional  grilse  and  a  few  sea-trout. 
On  the  coast  the  fishing  kept  up  fairly  well  until 
about  a  week  ago,  when  the  yield  of  both  salmon 
and  grilse  from  the  bag  nets  showed  a  falling  off. 
Salmon  are  gaining  in  weight,  the  average  being 
121b.,  and  grilse  5lb.,  the  heaviest  scaling  9Ib. 
The  quality  is  very  good,  and  no  appearance  of 
disease.  For  the  past  week  the  total  catch  from 
both  river  and  sea  was  one  to  three  boxes  daily, 
which  were  consigned  to  the  London  market.  On 
the  coast  of  Gardenstown  the  salmon  fishings  have 
also  been  attended  with  poor  results. — H.  W. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  July  18, 
Mr.  and  Miss  Jackson,  on  Loch  Awe,  eight  trout, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head  Assynt,  one  grilse, 
4pb.  On  July  19,  Messrs.  Finch,  on  Hill  Lochs, 
three  trout,  51b. ;  Major-General  Upcher,  on  Mid 
Assynt,  twelve,  41b.  :  Mr.  Keeling,  on  Gruagach, 
twelve,  41b.  On  July  20,  Mr.  Stedall,  on  Upper 
Inver,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Loch  Awe, 
twelve  trout,  61b.  On  July  21,  Mr.  Andrews,  on 
Castle  Bay,  one  sea-trout,  e^lb. ;  Mr.  Keeling,  on 
Loch  Awe,  twelve  trout,  61b.  On  July  24,  Captain 
and  Mr.  Carr,  on  Loch  Awe,  ten,  51b. ;  Mr.  Keeling, 
on  Upper  Inver,  two,  31b. ;  Mr.  Andrews,  on  Lower 
Inver,  four  sea-trout,  6Jlb. — W.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 
Anglers  from  Invershin,  Ardgay,  and  Bonarbridge 
are  still  pelting  at  the  sea-trout  with  varying 
success — indeed,  some  without  any  success  at  all. 
The  best  basket  of  last  week  was,  however,  an  ideal 
one.  Mr.  Donald  MacLennan,  Bonarbridge,  was 
out  for  a  few  hours  one  evening  and  landed  ten  fine 
fish,  heaviest  31b.,  next  21b.,  and  the  rest  averaging 
about  1  lb.  each ;  but,  of  course,  he  and  several 
other  local  anglers  are  old  stagers  on  the  Kyle, 
knowing  what  state  of  weather  and  water  wUl  suit 
each  corner,  and  also  the  most  suitable  flies  for 
these  variable  conditions.  Strangers  are  thus 
handicapped. — B. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  July  17,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marshall,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilroy, 
twenty-five  trout,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Leetham  and 
Harding,  ten,  4Jlb.  ;  Major  Squire,  thirty-seven, 
121b. ;  Mrs.  Maitland,  twenty-six,  9 Jib. ;  Mr. 
Burton,  twenty-four,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waters, 
ten,  3flb. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  one  grilse,  51b.,  and  three 
sea-trout,  4Jlb.  On  July  18,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall, 
eighteen  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Major  Squire,  thirteen,  61b. ; 
Messrs.  Harding  and  Leetham,  twenty-three,  81b. ; 
Dr.  Petrie,  one  salmon,  81b.,  and  two  sea- trout, 
2Jlb.  On  July  19,  Mr.  Burton,  fourteen  trout,  4Jlb. ; 
Major  Squire,  eighteen,  8Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Marshall,  one 
salmon,  6Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Leetham  and  Harding,  two 
sea-trout,  2Jlb.  On  July  20,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waters, 
seventeen  trout,  51b. ;  Major  Squire,  two  sea-trout, 
31b.  ;  Messrs.  Leetham  and  Harding,  seven  trout, 
3Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Maitland,  two,  1  lb.  On  July  21,  Major 
Squire,  thirty,  91b. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  one  sea-trout, 
IJlb.  ;  Messrs.  Waters  and  Maitland,  nine  trout. 
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4|lb. ;  "Maenab's"  gillie,  three  sea-trout,  61b.; 
Messrs.  Leetham  and  Harding,  twenty-six  trout, 
SJlb.  On  July  22,  Major  Squire,  fourteen,  5Jlb.  ; 
Colonel  Gordon,  twenty,  91b.    Rivers  now  up. — J. 

Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinrosa). — There  has  been  a  sudden 
and  remarkable  improvement  in  sport  during  the 
past  few  days,  though  the  weather  conditions  have 
not  been  particularly  favourable.  A  few  showers  have 
fallen,  but  not  sufficient  to  make  any  perceptible  rise 
in  the  loch,  which  has  become  so  low  that  the  pier  has 
had  to  be  extended  this  week.  The  dirty  state  of  the 
water  has  cleared  considerably,  and  fish  are  leaving 
their  bottom  feeding,  which  has  been  over  abundant 
this  season,  and  are  now  rising  well  to  the  fly.  On 
Monday  the  best  basket  taken  here  for  seven  years 
was  got  by  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Bowhill,  and  Mr. 
McLean,  Edinburgh,  with  fly.  It  contained  forty- 
four  trout,  which  weighed  491b.  12oz.  Mr.  Lewis 
Spence  and  Mr.  Bowhill,  Edinburgh,  had  also 
a  particularly  fine  creel  of  twenty-nine  trout, 
weighing  341b.,  all  their  fish  being  taken  with 
fly.  Other  anglers  out  were  :  Mr.  Murchie,  Glasgow, 
eight  trout,  r21b. ;  Mr.  McGregor  and  Mr.  Cargey, 
Edinburgh,  sixteen  trout,  I61b. ;  Mr.  G.  Watson, 
Kelty  (four  hours),  thirteen  trout,  141b.  ;  Mr. 
McGregor,  Glasgow,  fourteen  trout,  181b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
L.  Spence,  Edinburgh  (three  hours),  six  trout,  71b. 
4oz.  ;  Messrs.  J.  B.  and  Spencer  Smith,  Stirling, 
eight  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Bennet,  Edinburgh, 
nine  trout,  71b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Edinburgh, 
eight  trout,  101b.  8oz.  The  first  prize  at  the 
Dunfermline  Club  competition  was  won  by  Mr.  W. 
Watson  with  seven  trout,  91b.  loz. — Robt.  B. 
La-INg. 

Loch  Raunoch  (Loch  Rannoch  Hotel). — Out 

fishing  from  the  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel  on  July  20, 
Mr.  Turner,  of  East  Grinstead,  had  six  trout ;  Mr. 
Baines  and  Rev.  Mr.  Bell,  ten  trout ;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Steele,  of  Kettering,  five  trout,  one  weighing  over 
lib.;  Messrs.  Menzies  and  Berwick,  of  Carnoustie, 
six  trout ;  and  Mr.  Ropner,  of  Stockton-on-Tees, 
seven  trout.  On  J uly  2 1 ,  Mr.  Turner  had  ten  trout ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Steele,  six  trout;  Messrs.  Blackstock 
and  King,  seven  trout ;  and  Mr.  Baines,  five  trout. 
On  July  24,  Mr.  Turner,  ten  trout ;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Steele,  six  trout ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Bell,  six  trout.  On 
July  25,  Mr.  Turner,  eight  trout,  one  weighing  1  Jib.; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Steele,  six  trout ;  Mr.  Bell,  five  trout ; 
and  Dr.  Oliver,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  six  trout. — 
G.  G. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  rose  a  few 
inches  on  July  23,  but  the  change  was  momentary  as 
it  all  too  soon  passed  off  again.  As  I  write,  the 
following  wire  is  from  Blacklands,  Kincardine 
O'Xeil :  "  I  cannot  give  you  any  hope  of  sport. 
The  river  is  at  its  lowest  size — I  never  saw  it  lower 
— and  as  clear  as  crystal."  There  are  some  fish  in 
the  pools,  but  they  are  most  difficult  to  get  to  rise. 
On  the  Braemar  waters  two  salmon  were  creeled  on 
Tuesday  last,  of  8Ib.  apiece.  The  Duchess  of  Fife 
will  be  at  Mar  Lodge  in  a  week  or  so  for  the  season. 
Her  pools  are  teeming  with  fish,  and  every  fill  brings 
more  into  her  waters.  Sport — and  good  sport,  too — is 
a  dead  certainty  from  the  early  head  of  fish  forward. 
On  the  coast  netters  have  been  having  an  excellent 
time  of  it  during  July.  The  heavy  autumn  fish  are 
showing  up  in  good  force,  and  one  of  361b.  was  in 
the  Aberdeen  market  this  morning,  with  about 
sixty  others,  all  heavy  weights.  The  show  of  grilse 
and  sea  trout  on  the  slabs  was  magnificent — the 
sea- trout  in  particular  attracting  attention.  AU 
that  is  wanted  Ls  a  good  spate  to  let  them  run  up, 
when  anglers  would  then  have  their  share.  Don. — 
Sopoe  good  baskets  of  trout  are  being  made  either 
early  morning  or  late  evening  fishing.  Among 
others  on  the  Kintore  Burgh  (open)  water  Mr. 
Impey  made  a  fine  basket  of  11  lb.  on  Tuesday,  one 
of  which  scaled  21b.,  and  all  to  the  fiy.  On  the 
Parkhill,  Grandholm,  and  lower  reaches  sport  is 
very  slack  on  account  of  the  low  state  of  the 
river.  It  rose  4in.  on  Monday,  and  a  few 
hours'  rain  now  would  soon  send  it  up. 
Ythan. — Admiral  Hutchinson  has  had  very  good 
sport  on  Lord  Aberdeen's  Methlic  reaches  of  the 
river  clear  water  worming.  Very  littl*  sport  has 
been  got  to  the  fly  or  minnow.  The  sea-  trout  are 
in  the  estuary  in  goodly  numbers,  and  Messrs. 
Martin  (London),  Tillard  (Penhurst),  and  Photo 
(Elgin),  and  others — some  half  dozen  or  so — are 
getting  about  a  dozen  fish  daily  on  the  tidal 
(Ritchie,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen)  with  the  sand-eel, 
Devon,  and  tube.  Very  little  doing  elsewhere,  but 
the  prospects  of  a  fill  are  much  better  than  they 
were  a  week  ago. — G.  M. 

Orerscaig^  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.). — On 
July  17,  Messrs.  Robertson,  Aberfeldy,  two  dozen 
trout,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Walker,  Cupar  Angus, 
on  Top  Shin,  three  and  a  half  dozen,  14  Jib.  On 
July  18,  Messrs.  Robertson,  on  Top  Shin,  forty-six, 
17Jlb.  ;  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Walker,  on  Upper Fiag, 
forty-nine,  21  lb.  On  July  19,  Messrs.  Robertson, 
on  Upper  Fiag,  twenty-six,  SJlb. ;   Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Walker,  on  Loch  Merkland,  twenty-two,  SJlb ;  Miss 
Walker,  twenty- six,  71b.  On  July  20,  Mr.  Walker, 
on  Mid  Shin,  twenty-nine,  I2\h.  ;  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Walker,  on  Top  Shin,  twenty-nine,  121b.  ;  Messrs. 
Robertson,  on  Loch  Merkland,  twenty-six,  81b. 
On  July  21,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Walker,  on  Mid  Shin, 
twenty-three,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Walker,  on  same  beat, 
twenty-one,  8ilb. ;  Messrs.  Robertson,  on  Top  Shin, 
thirty-two,  91  b.  On  July  22,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker, 
on  Top  Shin,  twenty-one,  1 1  lb. — B. 

Soourie  botel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.). — 

On  July  18,  Mrs.  Fellowes,  Saxmundham,  made  a 
basket  of  fifty-seven  trout  on  Loch  Clashfern ; 
Major  MacGregor,  Deptford,  on  Low  Chain,  three, 
41b. ;  Dr.  Day,  Norwich,  on  Upper  Chain,  eight, 
71b.  ;  Dr.  Day  (sea  fishing)  made  a  heavy  bag  of 
lythe  and  cod.  On  July  21,  Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  on 
Mid  Chain,  ten  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Klettie,  Cape  Town, 
on  Loch  Clashfern,  forty,  81b. ;  Major  MacGregor, 
on  Low  Chain,  six,  61b. ;  Dr.  Day,  on  Top  Chain, 
one,  1  lb.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  no  fall 
of  rain  for  many  weeks  sufficient  to  cause  a  spate  in 
the  Border  streams.  Herling  are  affording  the 
most  disappointing  sport  as  they  will  not  be  lured 
with  any  fly  and  the  clear-water  worm  is  also  much 
of  a  failure.  The  Annan. — The  herling  began  to 
run  on  Monday  morning  to  this  river.  Mr.  James 
Dixon  had  half-a-dozen  herling,  and  on  Tuesday 
night  a  similar  basket  with  the  fly.  Mr.  W.  Wright, 
fishing  with  Jackson's  flies,  had  some  fine  herling, 
and  lost  a  large  number  in  landing.  Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson  had  a  brace  on  Tuesday  night  with  fly, 
and  various  other  rods  here  had  similar  catches.  Mr. 
Roatch,  London,  had  half-a-dozen  on  Monday  with 
the  clear  water  worm,  and  on  Tuesday  he  took  eight. 
On  Wednesday  morning  he  had  three  with  the  same 
lure.  Mr.  Nicholson  had  a  few  with  the  brandling  on 
Tuesday,  and  Mr.  Tom  Roddick,  fishing  with  small 
red  worm,  had  two  brace  on  Tuesday,  and  a  like 
basket  on  Wednesday^moming.  In  the  Mount  Annan 
water  last  week  end,  Mr.  J.  McDonald  had  one  sea- 
trout  and  one  herling,  with  fly ;  and  another  rod, 
flshing  after  dark  in  the  portion  above  Brydekirk 
Bridge,  took  a  brace  of  sea- trout  with  night  fly. 
Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  has  had  odd  sea-trout 
and  herling.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  stretch,  near 
Castlemilk,  little  has  been  done  during  the  week. 
The  Murraythwaite  water  is  not  doing  so  well  on 
account  of  the  low  condition  of  the  streams 
below  the  Murraythwaite  Mill  Cauld.  The 
NiTH.  —  The  Dumfrie.=i  Nith  is  not  affording 
much  sport  at  present.  The  herling  are  running 
this  week,  and  during  the  past  day  or  two  there 
has  been  a  show  of  herling  at  ■  the  town  cauld. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — Little  or  nothing  is 
doing  in  the  Galloway  streams  of  the  Stewartry  on 
account  of  the  low  condition  of  the  rivers.  Herling 
are  now  running  in  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  as 
also  in  the  Fleet  and  other  waters.  Very  few  are 
being  caught  by  the  rods,  and  sport  is  not  likely  to 
be  any  better  until  after  a  rousing  spate.  The 
Aybshire  Lochs  and  Rivebs. — Loch  Doon,  half 
way  between  Dalmellington  and  Carsphairn,  is  the 
only  place  where  sport  is  being  had  at  present. 
Yellow  trout  are  plentiful  on  Loch  Doon,  though 
they  are  not  perhaps  so  large.  Nothing  is  doing  in 
the  rivers,  which  are  all  much  below  their  summer 
level  this  year. — Heathebbell. 

Tongne  Hotel. — Notwithstanding  the  unfavour- 
able weather  for  angling,  some  excellent  baskets 
have  been  got  during  the  past  week.  On  July  17, 
Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  had  twenty- three 
trout,  121b.  On  July  19,  Messrs.  Morrison,  on  the 
Kyle,  eight,  ISJlb.,  heaviest,  4{lb. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on 
the  Kyle,  six,  IS^lh.,  heaviest,  4Ib.  On  July  20. 
Mr.  White,  on  the  Kyle,  three,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Paterson, 
on  Loch  Loyal,  seventeen,  6ilb. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on 
the  Kyle,  eight,  171b.,  three  of  them  weighing  31b. 
each;  Messrs.  Morrison,  on  the  Kyle,  four,  9Jlb., 
heaviest,  31b.  On  July  21,  Messrs.  Morrison,  on 
Loch  Slam,  9ilb. — M.  Macinnes. 

Tweed  (St.  Boswells). — Too  Late  fob  Last 
Week. — Fishing  near  Mertoun  Bridge,  Mr.  Bailey 
had  five  trout,  4Jlb.;  Mr.  Osbaldeston,  during  his 
holidays  here,  had  an  average  of  about  41b.  for  each 
day  he  fished,  lures  being  worm  and  fly ;  fishing  at 
night  this  week,  Mr.  Thomas  Richardson  had  71b. 
of  trout  on  female  March  Brown  ;  Mr.  J.  Waldie 
had  61b. ;  Mr.  Robert  Keddie,  six  trout,  51b.,  one 
weighing  2ilb.  ;  Mr.  D.  Hill  had  a  take  of  161b.; 
and  Mr.  J.  Johnston,  141b.  .4pril  and  May  are 
the  best  months  for  fly  fishing  during  the  day ; 
June  for  clear  water  worm  fishing  ;  June,  July,  and 
August  for  night  fishing ;  August  and  September 
for  minnow  and  fly  fishing  during  the  day.  There 
are  plenty  of  lodgings  to  be  obtained  here  withia 
five  minutes'  walk  of  the  river.  Lateb. — Fishing 
slightly  improved,  some  fair  takes  having  been  got 
at  night.  Mr.  J.  Brown  had  six  trout,  two  of  which 
turned  the  scale  at  4Jlb.;  Mr.  Ellis,  in  a  week's 
fishing  at  night  had    good  sport.     The  writer 


had  one  or  two  good  baskets :  nine  trout,  51b.; 
fifteen  trout,  71b.;  and  seven  trout,  4 Jib, — J. 
Thomson. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballyuahinch  Fishery  (Oalway).  —  Unsettled 
weather,  with  westerly  winds,  prevailed  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  Berridge  secured  twelve 
salmon,  weighing  01b.,  81b.,  81b.,  01b.,  81b.,  8Jlb., 
61b.,  61b.,  61b.,  61b.,  51b.  and  OJlb.,  and  twelve 
sea-trout;  Mr.  Mathews,  six  salmon,  of  9Jlb.,  51b., 
61b.,  6Jlb.,  71b.  and  81b.,  and  forty  six  trout;  Mrs. 
Berridge,  three  trout;  Mrs.  Lesley,  two  trout;  the 
Rev.  A.  David,  thirty  trout ;  W.  Pe-irson,  one 
salmon,  6lb.,  and  twenty-eight  trout ;  W.  O.  Hanlon, 
forty-four  trout;  Mr.  Wickham,  one  salmon,  71b., 
and  fifty-six  sea-trout;  Mr.  Foster,  forty-seven  sea- 
trout;  Mr.  James  Willcox,  one  salmon,  81b.,  and 
ninety-five  sea-trout;  A.  V.  Willcox,  thirty-nine 
sea-trout;  Douglas  Adams,  three  salmon,  of  61b., 
71b.  and  81b.,  and  forty-one  sea-trout;  Capt.  Ewing, 
eighteen  sea-trout  and  Capt.  Wickham,  two  salmon, 
81b.  and  61b.,  and  forty-six  sea-trout. — Jock  Scott. 

Banu  (Kilrea). — On  July  22  rain  fell  heavily 
over  the  watershed  of  this  river,  after  which  a  few 
inches  of  fresh  water  came  into  the  tributaries,  but 
this  was  not  sufficient  to  clear  off  the  foul  matter 
that  has  accumulated  on  their  beds  or  bring  salmon 
in  from  the  lake  or  main  river.  The  Agivie  rose 
the  water  12in.  on  the  weir  at  Caronroe,  and  many 
of  the  salmon  that  were  forced  to  remain  so  long 
on  this  reach  were  able  to  ascend,  and  on  to  the 
KUrea  section  which  is  now  overstocked.  There 
were  small  catches  obtained  during  the  week, 
only  fourteen  salmon  and  grilse  having  been 
brought  to  bank,  the  fly  accounting  for  three,  and 
the  shrimp,  worm,  and  spoon  the  others.  Trout 
are  rising  on  the  deep  stretches,  and  a  little  sport 
is  yet  being  obtained  with  these  fish.  Mr.  G.  Nagle 
caught  nine  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from  ojlb. 
to  11  lb.  ;  Mrs.  R.  B.  Marston  had  a  grilse  of  6Jlb., 
and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  one  of  71b.  at  Caronroe  on 
the  21st. ;  Rev.  Woodward,  one  grilse,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Peel,  one,  6Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Corry,  one,  51b., 
at  Kilrea. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek).  —  Rain 
has  been  falling  heavily  during  most  of  the  past 
week,  yet  there  is  no  rise  in  the  water  so  far.  The 
following  are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week : 
Dr.  G.  May,  one  salmon,  6 Jib. ;  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas, 
one  salmon,  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Pike,  two  salmon,  151b. 
and  131b.  A  number  of  small  sea-trout  were  taken 
by  anglers  fishing  in  the  estuary  during  the  past 
week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — The  following  is  the  indi- 
vidual catch  for  the  week  ending  July  22 : — Mr. 
McCalmont,  6Jlb.,  4Jlb.  Mr.  J.  Bell,  71b.,  5Jlb., 
61b.,  4Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  41b.,  51b.,  51b., 
61b.,  7Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  51b.,  8Jlb.,  6Jlb.  Mr. 
Woodrow,  51b  ,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  lOJlb.;  51b.,  71b.,  7Jlb., 
81b,,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  4Jlb.,  51b. 
Captain  Macgowan,  71b.,  6Jlb.,  5hlh.,  lUb.,  2Ub.. 
lOJlb.,  lOJlb..  61b.,  71b.,  4Jlb.,  71b.,  5Jlb..  61b., 
6Jlb.,  61b.,  61b.,  51b.,  51b.,  4*lb.,  51b.,  51b.,  4Jlb. 
Colonel  Underwood,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  6Jlb.,  51b., 
5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  71b.,  ejlb.,  41b.,  4lb.,  51b.,  6Jlb.i,61b., 
6Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  81b.,  lljlb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.  Mr.  MacLeod, 
6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  61b.,  4Jlb.,  7Jlb., 
6Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  181b.,  61b.,  6Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  4Jlb.  Mr.  H. 
E.  Bell,  61b.,  51b.,  61b.,  61b.,  51b.^  51b.,'5Jlb.,  6Jlb. 
The  considerable  run  of  white  trout  still  continues. 
Captain  Macgowan,  on  July  17,  caught  seventeen; 
on  18th,  eight;  on  19th,  three;  on  2l3t,  six;  on 
24th,  sixteen.  Mrs.  Hallett,  fishing  in  the  evening 
between  eight  and  ten,  caught  on  July  18  thirteen; 
on  19th,  eleven;  on  20th,  ten;  on  21st,  eleven; 
on  22nd,  thirteen  ;  on  24th,  nine.  Mr.  A.  Persse, 
on  J  uly  24,  in  the  evening,  caught  sixteen.  Messrs. 
J.  Bell  and  H.  E.  Bell  caught  respectively  sixteen 
and  five.  There  were  also  various  good  catches  by 
other  anglers  not  returned. — Milne. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  mark 
in  any  department,  but  is  improving  at  time  of 
writing.  Salmon  are  considered  very  numerous, 
but  have  not  been  rising  well  recently.  On  Lough 
Quittane  and  the  Black  Valley  Lake  brown  trout 
have  furnished  decent  sport  on  many  days.  A 
little  rain  has  fallen,  but  much  more  is  wanted 
before  any  good  sport  can  be  expected  on  any  of 
the  rivers.  Weather  getting  hotter,  and  signs  of 
rain  disappeariug  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Carraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
From  July  18  to  July  23  sport  fell  away  very  much 
at  sea  and  brown  trout  on  Lough  Currane,  and  only 
two  peal  were  had,  namely,  one  of  61b.  by  Mr.  Watson, 
and  one  of  6Jlb.  by  the  Rev.  Father  O'Donoghue. 
On  July  24  sport  showed  much  improvement  at  sea- 
trout,  several  boats'  getting  eight  sea- trout  and 
over  each.  Mr.  Cowbum  had  eight,  one  of  which 
weighed  31b.  and  another  2Jlb.  Major  Gay  had 
ten  of  the  usual  weight  for  "  Juners." — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  lake  is  at  present  dis- 
coloured owing  to  the  heavy  rainfall  of  the  past 
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week,  yet  some  fair  sport  was  had  amongst  the 
gillaroos  and  brown  trout.  Mr.  H.  Mullen  caught 
twenty  trout  on  July  21,  amongst  them  two  gillaroo 
trout,  of  21b.  and  2'ilb.  Trolling,  Mr.  B.  Gallagher 
took  a  trout  (salmo  ferox),  weighing  71b.,  on  July  24, 
and  several  of  lesser  weights  were  taken  by  other 
anglers  during  the  past  week  trolling,  and  as  soon 
as  the  water  in  the  lake  clears,  some  good  sport 
will  be  had  amongst  the  trout  fly  fishing. — M. 
Ro(;an  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  generally  good  at  brown  trout  on  all 
the  above  waters.  The  following  were  the  best 
takes  had  on  the  different  waters  recently : — On 
Drenane,  one  of  301b.;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of 
331b.;  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  401b.;  on  Coomcatcun, 
oneof2S)lb.;  and  on  Esnamackteeree,  one  of  411b. 
The  heaviest  trout,  estimated  to  weigh  about  l^lb., 
was  had  on  Coomavoher. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  during  the 
past  week  was  poor  owing  to  low  water.  Major 
Palmer  got  a  few  fish  during  the  pwt  few  days. 
Fishing  on  Lough  Conn  for  the  past  few  days  was 
poor  owing  to  the  lake  being  low.  Lough  Talt 
fished  fairly  well,  some  good  baskets  being  taken 
with  the  fly.  The  only  chance  of  fishing  is  a  good 
flood  to  bring  in  some  fresh  fish  to  lough  and  river. 
— John  Devbrs. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balllua,  oo. 
Mayo). — Since  my  last  report  ,the  river  has  risen  a 
couple  of  inches,  and  sport  is  sure  to  improve.  The 
river  swarms  with  grilse  and  sea-trout.  Anglers 
fishing  are  getting  some  grilse  daily.  Mr.  Coates 
had  the  best  take  of  sea-trout  for  one  day,  twenty- 
five,  largest  l.^lb.  Some  nice  trout  were  got  on 
the  loughs,  all  of  a  good  size.  This  small  fresh  in 
the  river  is  sure  to  bring  in  big  numbers  of  grilse 
and  sea-trout.  Mr.  Baxton  had  two  grilse  on  Friday, 
61b.,  51b.,  and  Mr.  Pear  had  five  jack,  61b.,  71b.,  81b., 
111b.,  and  I31b.  Loughs  Talt  and  Callow  fished 
well.  Master  C.  P.  Connip  had  thirty-eight  trout, 
all  of  a  fair  size ;  all  the  trout  were  got  on  an 
Orange  and  Green  and  Black  and  Claret. — Pat 
Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Dis- 
appointment all  along  the  river  this  week  again, 
just  the  reverse  of  what  we  all  excected.  St. 
Swithin  has  given  us  the  "  go-by."  'He  just  gave 
us  a  short  look  in  for  about  fifteen  minutes'  dura- 
tion, and  then  bade  us  "  good-bye."  Not  for  long, 
though,  as  it  rained  heavily  all  last  night.  No  sign 
of  a  rise  in  the  "river  of  mighty  billows"  this 
morning.  However,  only  two  fish  worth  recording 
were  taken  this  week,  one  a  26- pounder,  by  Mr. 
E.  V.  Macham,  and  the  other  a  24-poimder  by  his 
friend.  Captain  Kent.  No  chance  of  any  improve- 
ment until  the  rain  comes  down  in  torrents  for  two 
or  three  days. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Angling 
returns  from  the  above  waters  show  that  fair  sport 
has  been  had  at  brown  trout,  but  no  heavy  fish 
were  obtained.  As  far  as  sea-trout  are  concerned, 
sport  has  been  practically  nil  on  most  days  on  the 
above  waters.    Rain  is  much  needed.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligfs. — Sport  continues  good  at  pollack. 
The  takes  had  ranged  from  ten  to  seventeen  to  each 
rod  or  hand-line  and  the  fish  ran  from  31b.  to  11  lb. 
Bottom  fishing  has  not  been  so  good  as  usual  at 
this  time,  though  fair  takes  of  gurnard,  whiting, 
and  bream  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Sport  has  been  generally  good. 
PoUack  anglers  did  very  well  on  many  days. 
All  other  fish  usually  taken  here  at  this  time  of  the 
year  appear  to  be  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Very  clear  water  and  bright 
sunshine  have  not  been  conducive  to  good  sport 
during  the  past  week,  and  general  returns  have 
been  very  disappointing,  even  pouting  being  but 
slightly  in  evidence.  Many  pollack  anglers  have 
fished  assiduously  upon  every  tide,  but  the  numbers 
taken  have  been  exceptionally  small,  and  their  size 
much  below  the  average.  On  July  21  Mr.  Savage 
included  one  large  dab  in  his  day's  mixed  bag,  and 
on  Saturday  (July  22),  Mr.  G.  Thomas  was  fortunate 
in  securing  two  codling  and  a  very  fine  dab,  besides 
considerable  numbers  of  pouting.  Mr.  Burgess  and 
Mr.  Glen  each  had  a  few  codling  on  the  following 
day,  but  sport  was  anything  but  brisk.  Fresh 
arrivals  for  the  week  comprised  Miss  M.  Edwards, 
Miss  Morgan,  Mrs.  Warren,  Miss  Turner,  Mrs. 
Joseph,  and  Messrs.  Fenn,  Adams,  Rigby,  H.  Jones, 
Ablett,  T.  Bailey,  S.  VV.  Dunthorne.  W.  J.  Edwards, 
Spurgin,  T.  Rasey,  H.  R.  Warren,  Methven, 
Diplock,  and  several  others,  July  24  did  not 
witness  much  of  interest  with  the  exception  of  a 
nice  basket  of  pollack  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
Morgan  during  evening  liours,  and  a  large  red 
gurnard  landed  by  Mr.  S.  Baker.  Tuesday,  July  25, 
did  not  yield  well  for   bottom   fishers,  but  Mr. 


Diplock  and  Mr.  Turner  managed  to  find  a  few 
pollack,  anil  several  weevers  were  also  taken.  Little 
was  done  on  Wednesday  morning,  but  Mr.  S.  W. 
Dunthorne  secured  a  few  pollack  before  his  break- 
fast hour,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Pearse  took  one  of  l^lb. 
upon  a  jiaternoster  baited  with  lugworm.  —  J. 
RicriARDSON  (B.S.A.S. ). 

Penzance. — Fine  weather.  Boats  out  every  day 
during  the  past  two  weeks.  Messrs.  Candler, 
B.S.A.S.,  and  Mr.  Fewen's  catches  : — July  13. — 
One  dogfish,  eight  pollack,  Sib.  to  91b.  average,  four- 
teen large  pouting,  sixteen  bream  and  "  sploshers," 
three  conger,  one  ling,  four  wrasse,  one  crawfish. 
July  14.— F'our  dozen  mackerel,  one  pouting,  nine 
pollack,  average  81b.,  three  conger,  one  ray, 
twenty-five  bream  and  chad,  sixteen  gurnard, 
one  whiting.  July  15. — Three  ling,  one  specimen 
of  20|lb.,  one  specimen  dory  of  6Jlb.,  three 
wrasse,  three  dogfish,  fifteen  bream  and  chad,  six 
gurnard,  twelve  pollack  weighing  51  lb.,  one  ray. 
July  17. — One  conger,7specimen,  five  dogfish,  nine 
bream,  one  pollack,  and  three  bibs.  Messrs.  Jubb 
and  Neillson,  July  8  to  14,  caught  on  rods  thirty- 
four  pollack,  two  'crawfish,  two  ling,  twenty-five 
pouting,  seventy-four  "sploshers,"  twelve  gurnard, 
one  ray,  thirty-four  mackerel,  three  conger,  six 
bream,  five  bibs,  and  six  cuckoos.  Their  best  day's 
catch.  July  13. — Three  pollack,  101b.  each,  three  of 
81b.,  six  weighing  331b.,  and  seven  191b.  ;  two 
bream  61b.,  and  two  of  31b.;  nioe  sploshers  61b.,  ten 
pouting  101b.,  one  conger  31b.,  and  eleven  mackerel 
111b.,  one  IJlb.  Mr.  Hopkinson — One  conger  251b., 
three  pollack,  twelve  mackerel,  and  sixty  bream. 
Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  and  party  have  caught,  besides 
other  fish,  forty  bream,  forty  pouting  and  thirty 
pollack  (lOlb.  down).  Mr.  Trembath,  fishing  from 
the  beach  with  rod,  has  caught  so  far  this  season 
twelve  bass,  weighing  from  31b.  to  7  Jib.  each.  A 
bass  of  13Jlb.  weight  was  caught  on  a  hand-line  off 
the  promenade,  also  a  very  large  grey  mullet.  Mr. 
Howarth,  ground  fishing  off  Newlyn,  caught  a  very 
large  plaice,  also  a  conger,  a  gurnard,  twelve  bream 
and  two  pollack  Mr.  Seccombe,  whiffing  for 
pollack,  had  in  three  catches  about  seventy  medium 
sized  fish.  Rod-fishing  from  piers. — Plenty  of  fun 
at  Newlyn  with  chads,  and  at  Penzance  some  small 
pollack  and  smelt. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  best  place  certainly  at  the 
present  time  is  on  the  water,  and  as  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  of  all  kinds  it  makes  things  more 
pleasant.  The  large  pollack  are  coming  inside  the 
Breakwater,  and  can  be  taken  in  Firestone  Bay, 
also  oS  the  north-west  point  of  Drake's  Island. 
The  bass  are  still  in  the  Hamoaze,  and  feeding  very 
well.  They  eire  taking  these  fish  up  the  Yealm 
on  small  spillers  with  about  a  dozen  hooks,  a  line 
that  can  be  fitted  up  for  about  23.  Several  of  the 
amateurs  that  are  staying  there  and  also  at  Down- 
derry  are  using  these  lines,  and  putting  them  down 
at  low  water  and  raising  them  again  as  the  tide 
leaves  them.  Many  a  nice  dish  of  fish  are  caught 
in  this  way.  Pouting  are  still  on  the  feed  at  the 
usual  pits. — Wllliam  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — A  little  more  sport  to  record. 
Bass  up  to  4lb.  have  been  caught  off  the  end  of  pier, 
and  plenty  of  large  ones  to  be  seen  swimming  round 
the  piles,  but  will  not  be  tempted.  There  are  a 
tremendous  lot  of  smelts,  and  a  large  quantity  have 
been  caught.  One  local  angler,  C.  Wood,  had  a  nice 
sole,  IJlb.,  on  July  23.  There  are  a  good  many 
visitors  fishing,  but  do  not  have  much  luck  bar  a 
few  eels  and  pout,  but  hope  the  flats  and  whiting 
will  soon  show  up. — J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jissociafions,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  E.  Blagrave  was  chairman  at  our  meeting  on 
July  19,  when  there  was  a  very  fair  attendance. 
The  club  match  fixed  for  Aug.  7  will  take  place  in 
the  Harefield  section  under  the  usual  conditions, 
starting  from  the  Fisheries  Hotel  at  10.30  a.m., 
leave  off  fishing  at  8  p.m.  The  chairman,  who  had 
attended  the  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  on  July  17,  was  accorded  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  report  of  the  proceedings  at 
that  meeting.  A  nomination  for  membership  was 
received,  and  several  other  items  of  business  were 
disposed  of.  Mr.  Barnes  presided  at  a  committee 
meeting  on  July  20,  when  various  matters  were 
discussed,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  till  July  27. 
Just  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  Mr.  Wood  Barrett 
brought  up  a  nice  show  of  fish  Irom  Harefield,  con- 
sisting of  two  bream  (best,  41b.  9oz.),  dace  and 
roach  (best,  lib.  3oz.),  he  had  a  dozen  roach  over 
Jib.  (total,  9lb.  12oz. ),  the  gross  weight  of  fish  being 
161b.  SJoz.  On  July  16,  Mr.  Sage  had  tench  from 
near  Wraysbury,  and  Mr.  Dunn  61b.  16oz.  of  roach 
from  the  Rickmansworth  section.  The  bailiff  of  the 
Uxbridge  section  (Jack's  Mill,  Harefield,  to  Ux- 


bridge  end  of  Denham  Strait)  wrote  stating  that 
roach  up  to  1  lb.  4oz.  had  been  taken  in  that  section 
(these  items  reached  me  too  late  for  insertion  last 
week).  Several  members  visited  Harefield  this  last 
week-end.  Mr.  Craoknell  had  71b.  of  roach,  Mr. 
Yarham  a  mixed  bag  of  roach,  dace,  perch,  and 
chub,  and  Mr.  Gobell  an  eel  of  3\lh.  In  the  Rick- 
mansworth section  roach  have  bean  taken  up  to 
1  lb.  8oz.— E.  B. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Alexander  Graham 
presiding.  There  were  several  reports  from  mem- 
bers who  had  taken  fish  at  the  society's  Wraysbury 
water,  amongst  them  Mr.  Higgs,  dace,  roach, 
gudgeon,  perch,  etc. ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  good  chub ; 
Mr.  E.  W.  Cox,  chub  and  roach,  but  was  broken  up 
by  a  large  fish  ;  Mr.  G.  Thompson,  perch,  gudgeon, 
and  eels ;  whilst  Mr.  Graham  took  roach,  dace,  and 
bleak,  fishing  however  being  very  much  hampered 
by  the  water  being  "  run  down  "  for  mill  purposes. 
Mr.  George  Lloyd  had  had  a  capital  catch  at  Henley, 
and  showed  a  very  fine  tray  of  fieh,  principally  chub, 
the  catch  consisting  of  seven  chub, ranging  up  to  31b,, 
twelve  roach,  sundry  perch,  etc.  Dr.  Ladell  had 
taken  several  small  bass  at  Brighton,  where  however, 
Mr.  Isaacs  had  found  but  small  success.  It  was 
announced  that  a  crab  competition — for  which  Dr. 
Ladell  has  kindly  offered  a  prize — will  take  place  on 
October  24  next ;  attention  was  also  called  to  the 
bream  competition  on  August  15,  when  the 
society's  smaller  medal  will  be  given  for  the  best 
three  fish,  usual  C.L.P.S.  conditions.  Four  gentle- 
men were  nominated  for  membership,  ballot  on 
August  15,  An  announcement  that  Miss  Ladell 
— honorary  artist  to  the  society — had  been  awarded 
a  prize  for  fish  painting  in  an  art  competition,  gave 
great  satisfaction.  The  usual  toast,  and  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  terminated  the 
proceedings. — Hon.  Seo. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  The  hon,  sec.  reported 
that  he,  in  company  with  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  visited 
Kelvedon  on  J uly  22,  and  found  that  good  swims 
had  been  cleared  on  the  lower  water,  and  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  clearing  some  of  the  middle 
and  upper  stretches.  Some  nice  roach  were  taken 
on  the  fly  on  Mr.  Moss'  water  above  the  mill. 
Some  good  fishing  reports  were  given  in,  Mr.  P.  W. 
Salmond  having  had  good  sport  with  roach  on 
private  water.  Messrs.  Thonger,  Birch,  and  Cheeld 
had  trout  at  Chesham.  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  pre- 
sented the  society  with  an  early  copy  of  Mr.  F. 
Buckland's  "  Fish  Hatching,"  for  which  he  was 
suitably  thanked.  There  will  be  a  committee 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next  at  7  prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
July  26,  at  which  the  chief  matter  of  interest  was 
the  report  of  the  Reedham  outing  on  July  22  and  23. 
All  members  who  participated  took  fish  up  to  the 
usual  Broadland  standard,  Mr.  Attwood  getting 
the  best  fish  on  July  22 — a  bream  just  under  31b. 
— and  Mr.  Dunn  the  best  fish  on  July  23,  also  a 
bream  of  31b.  6oz.  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  has  taken  dace 
up  to  8|oz. ;  Mr.  Piercy,  medium  bream ;  Mr.  Duim, 
a  vast  number  of  small  perch  and  pike;  Mr.  G. 
Westrup,  a  number  of  perch  up  to  IJlb.,  and  eleven 
tench  averaging  2Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes, 
some  nice  bream  from  the  Ouse,  best  fiah,  41b. — 
Hon,  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  was  held  on  Monday, 
the  president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  in  the  chair. 
There  was  no  special  business,  but  a  discussion 
ensued  on  the  Lambourn.  The  hon.  treasurer 
reviewed  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  to  im- 
prove the  fishing,  and  contrasted  the  condition  of 
the  river  now  with  the  state  it  was  in  a  few  years  ago. 
He  spoke  of  the  splendid  head  of  trout  in  the  water, 
and  mentioned  that  mudding,  which  was  necessary 
in  parts,  will  be  taken  in  hand  at  the  proper  time. 
It  was  mentioned  that  the  grayling  were  much  in 
evidence  again,  and  the  general  committee  is  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  reducing  the  stock 
by  netting.  In  any  case,  however,  nothing 
will  be  done  until  the  close  of  the 
season.  Reference  was  made  to  the  summer 
dinner  at  Newbury  on  Saturday  last  (July  22), 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr,  J,  H,  Ball,  The 
gathering  was  a  record  one,  and  the  function  a 
great  success.  On  the  motion  of  Colonel  Gordon, 
seconded  by  the  chairman,  the  secretary  was  in- 
structed to  write  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  and 
express  the  regret  of  the  members  at  his  resignation, 
early  in  the  year,  of  the  post  of  hon.  librarian- 
curator,  at  the  same  time  recording  appreciation  of 
the  excellent  work  he  did  for  the  society  during  his 
occupancy  of  the  position  referred  to.  — Hon.  Sec. 
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Pfovifleial  flflgllfig  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  July  20. 
The  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed.  It  showed 
a  balance  in  hand  of  £384  23.  8d.,  and  ended  with 
a  balance  in  hand  of  £394  7s.  Out  of  the  balance 
i  n  hand  £250  was  invested  in  the  Scarborough  Cor- 
poration Stock,  and  we  still  have  a  sum  of  £129 
16s.  Id.  in  the  Post-office  Savings  Bank.  We  have 
paid  out  a  lot  of  death  claims,  but  the  society 
remains  in  a  sound  position,  and  I  may  say  that 
my  friend,  Mr.  J.  Rabone,  has  done  much  to 
bring  the  society  up  to  its  present  prominent 
position.  The  late  contest,  from  what  I  have 
heard,  has  so  far  been  a  financial  success. 
I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  the  takes  of  fish 
were  small,  but  there  are  better  days  in  store. 
A  number  of  our  clubs  were  out  on  Sund'iy  to  fish 
contests,  but  owing  to  the  great  heat  that  prevailed 
very  little  sport  was  obtained.  The  Gun  Club 
visited  the  Avon  at  Pershore,  where  about  150 
members  fished,  the  first  prize  was  obtained  by 
Mr.  Budd,  the  well-known  secretary.  The  White 
Horse  Club  went  to  Wilmcote  to  fish  the  canal ; 
during  the  contest  the  fish  were  right  oS  the  feed, 
but  after  the  contest  some  good  tish  were  taken. 
We  have  had  little  or  no  rain,  which  has  been  much 
against  sport,  as  all  our  rivers  are  very  low  and 
weedy ;  a  good  flush  is  required  before  any  good 
sport  can  be  obtained  ;  rain  is  very  much  required. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Bream  fishing  on  the  Witham  and  its  tributaries 
continues  to  he  considerably  upset  by  the  weed 
cutting  operations,  and  it  is  only  in  those  places 
where  the  work  has  been  finished  that  this  branch 
of  sport  has  been  proseeuted  with  any  degree  of 
success.  Some  anglers  have  obtained  very  satis- 
factory results,  and  one  rod  alone  is  reported  to 
have  killed  close  upon  four  stone  of  fish  in  a  single 
day,  amongst  them  were  specimens  of  5Jlb.,  5lb., 
two  of  4jlb.,  4Jlb.,  and  smaller  ones.  In  the  Lang- 
rick  and  Dogdyke  districts  as  good  sport  has  been 
had  as  anywhere  on  the  river,  and  some  fine  lots  of 
roach  have  also  been  creeled.  From  most  waters, 
in  fact,  the  reports  show  that  roach  fishing  is  just 
now  proving  most  lemunerative,  but  the  fish  are  yet 
a  trifle  out  of  condition.  In  two  nights  the  writer 
"  took  "  eighty-four  roach,  varying  in  weight  from 
2oz.  up  to  l^lb.  each,  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Forty-foot.  Some  of  the  fish  were  very  fine  speci- 
mens, and  the  maggot  bait  seemed  irresistible. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  in  (-rst-class  trim,  and  during 
the  week  anglers  have  done  well  in  most  parts  of  it, 
but  especially  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river,  paste 
accounting  for  some  very  good  fish.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Pawson,  fishing  near  Beveiley  Beckend,  secured 
about  Tib.  of  nice  fish,  which  included  a  splendid 
bream  of  4pb.,  and  a  quantity  of  bream  and  roach 
have  been  secured  at  Figham,  Wawne,  Cicey 
and  Dunswell,  both  with  paste  and  maggot,  the 
catches  running  from  51b.  to  about  121b.  at  a  sitting. 
Sport  continues  to  be  good  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  especially  in  the  lower  portion  towards 
Broomfleet.  The  River  Hull  Angling  Association 
fished  their  second  match  of  the  season  on  the 
Canal,  near  to  Staddlethorpe  Bridge,  and  had  gome 
grand  sport  amongst  roach  and  bream,  Mr.  J. 
Siirmonds  securing  the  first  prize  with  11  lb.  5ioz., 
.T.  Wardell,  61b.  4oz.,  and  the  other  competitors 
had  faiily  good  catches;  but  in  private  angling, 
catches  of  from  one  stone  to  three  stone  of  bream 
have  been  obtained  at  a  sitting.  The  River  An- 
chclme  is  now  fishing  splendidly  and  large  catches 
of  roach  and  bream  are  being  made  almost  daily 
at  Saxby,  Horkstow  and  Brigg,  paste,  maggots 
and  creed  wheat  nil  accounting  lor  good  fish.  On 
July  20  the  Hull  Roach  Club  fished  a  match 
near  to  Broughton  Bridge  and  had  some  good 
catches,  Mr.  Walter  Chapman  weighing  in  121b. 
llioz.,  fi'St;  Mr.  T.  Bardsley,  121b.  7oz.,  second; 
and  Mr.  Frank  Carle,  121b.  3  joz.,  third.  The  River 
Ludd  is  also  in  very  good  trim,  and  fish  plentiful. 
The  Hull  Corporation  Employes  Club  fished  a  mutch 
at  Thoresby  Bridge,  and  had  some  very  good 
catches,  Jlr.  S.  Clarkson  taking  the  premier  j  rize. 
At  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamation's  challenge 
shield  competition  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  the  River  Hull 
A.  A.  won  the  shield  this  season  with  11  lb.  ^oz.,  and 
Mr.  W.  .Jones  the  top  prize  in  the  match  with 
71b.  92oz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Angling  prospects  have  considerably  brightened 
in  this  district,  which  means  that  rain  has  fallen  at 
last.    I  wrote  last  week  that  unless  the  fiood  came 


soon  the  sea-trout  licensees'  chances  would  get  a 
bit  "  shady."  Through  a  printer's  error,  or  through 
ray  bad  orthography,  the  word  "steady  "  crept  in 
instead  of  "shady."  Up  to  now  the-ie  fish  are 
doing  very  badly  on  the  Kent.  Mr.  Evershed,  in 
the  private  water  of  Levens  Park,  has  been  about 
the  most  successful ;  but  I  hear  that  his  best  take 
so  far  has  been  but  eight  for  the  evening's  fishing. 
Trout  arf)  on  the  quiet  side,  but  the  rain  we  have 
had  should  give  them  a  fillip  in  the  right  direction. 
Some  good  individual  fish  have  been  killed  on  the 
Kent,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kendal,  Mr.  Ben 
Metcalf  taking  one  of  21b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Wilkinson, 
two,  one  of  1  lb.  lOoz.  and  the  other  upwards  of 
1  lb.  ;  while  Mr.  H.  Sharp  had  half  a  dozen  for  the 
week,  all  ranging  on  1  lb.  apiece.  Excellent  sport 
is  being  had  on  Windermere  amongst  the  perch, 
and  from  moderate  to  good  sport  amongst  the  pike. 
Talking  of  these  latter  fish,  I  might  say  that  Mr. 
Cottam,  of  Lower  Levens,  captured  a  20-pounder, 
when  netting  for  salmon,  in  the  Kent. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

There  was  a  splendid  entry  for  the  11th  Junior 
Championship,  at  Worsley,  on  July  22.  The  entry, 
eighty,  exceeded  by  twenty  any  previous  year,  a 
telling  tribute  to  the  popularity  of  the  referee, 
Mr.  W.  F.  Constable.  '  Eventually  the  first  honour 
was  won  by  L.  Young,  and  second  place  by 
E.  Greenhalgh ;  there  were,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  medals,  eighteen  added  prizes.  At  North- 
wich,  on  July  23,  Mr.  T.  Foster  headed  the  prize 
winners  in  the  Hanging  Gate  match  with  21b.  6oz. 
At  the  same  place,  the  Royal  Oak  Angling  Society 
had  a  good  time,  Mr.  J.  Rothwell  securing  the  first 
prize.  To-day  (July  29)  there  is  an  open  All  England 
match  at  Leigh,  and,  given  fine  weather,  the  entry 
is  sure  to  be  a  large  one.  The  BoUin  is  reported  as 
still  fishing  well — the  evening  for  preference.  The 
banks  are  now  practically  free  of  crops.  Meols  Lake 
is  at  present  yielding  some  good  fish,  including  a 
tench  21b.  3oz.  The  Liverpool  City  Angling  Society 
had  good  times  at  Rossett,  4|lb.  taking  first  prize. 
The  annual  challenge  cup  contest  is  providing 
subject  matter  for  any  amount  of  argument. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Mr.  Geo.  E.  Yates,  president  of  the  CP. A. A., 
complains  of  the  "  rumour "  mentioned  in  these 
notes  la<t  week  that  their  championship  went  to  an 
angler  at  Openshaw  for  1  lb.  lOoz.,  fifty  fish,  instead 
of  thirteen  fish,  1  lb.  8oz.  lOdr.  If  the  Fishing 
Gazette  had  received  an  official  report,  which  no 
doubt  many  of  our  readers  would  naturally  expect 
of  such  an  important  event,  Mr.  Yates  would  have 
no  cause  for  complaint.  Kevertheless  we  don't 
like  complaints,  and  regret  this  one  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  it  came  from  one  of  the  C.P.A.A.  members. 
The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  as  usual  fully  engaged 
with  their  summer  programme.  To-day  and  to- 
morrow they  are  due  at  Northwich  to  decide  the 
second  stage  of  their  championship  series.  Every 
member  should  be  present  at  the  next  meeting  as 
they  have  a  prospect  of  some  additional  fishing. 
The  first  match  of  the  Cornbrook  A.S.  resulted  in 
Mr.  G.  Smith  for  the  third  successive  year  winning 
the  first  prize,  his  weight  being  21b.  15oz.  6dr.  At 
Broken  Cross  Mr.  J.  H.  Hall  won  the  fii  st  prize  in 
the  Sun  A.S.  contest.  At  Chester  Mr.  Lewis  secured 
first  in  the  Buckland  Society's  contest. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  very  low  and  bright,  and  barbel 
appear  to  be  concentrating  in  the  deeper  runs  and 
swims.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  rain  worms  are 
extremely  difficult  to  procure,  and  the  scarcity 
handicaps  the  class  of  anglers  named.  Fish  have 
daily  been  cnught  in  the  Wilfoid  waters,  and  a  few 
have  been  killed  at  Colwiok  weir  head,  Holme 
Pierrepont,  Hazleford,  Averham,  and  Kelham. 
Dace  and  chub  have  shown  sport  to  gentles  at 
Shardlow,  Sawley,  and  King's  Mills,  and  sundry 
bags  of  roach  have  been  secured  by  the  aid  of 
stewed  wheat.  Fly  fishers  have  creeled  dace  and 
chub  at  Clifton,  Wilford,  Kelham,  and  Hovering- 
ham,  and  there  f-eems  to  have  been  more  doing 
amongst  roach  and  small  bream  in  the  local  canals. 
Large  quantities  of  tench  have  been  killed  in  the 
district  ponds  with  gentles.  One  catch  exceeded 
200  fish  and  another  150.  They  were  in  splendid 
condition  and  bit  in  a  glaring  sun  right  through  the 
day.  Mr.  T.  Barnett  has  taken  a  very  pietty  pike 
of  ejlb. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  this  week  has  been  ver  y  slow,  and  a  good 
catch  of  fish  the  exception.  The  river  is  very  low 
indeed,  and  the  weather  so  hot  and  bright  that  no 
good  could  be  done  in  the  middle  pact  of  the  day. 
Yet  a  good  number  of  rods  have  been  out.  Some 
of  the  best  trout  waters  have  been  fished,  hut  very 
few  taken.  Messrs.  Martini  Perks  and  W.  Thritt 
had  about  four  brace  each  of  fine  fish,  others  had 


to  be  content  with  only  a  brace  or  so.  Under  weirs 
in  the  Severn  and  Teme  some  fair  sport  has  been 
had  among  the  coarse  fish.  In  the  Severn  at  Camp 
Mr.  S.  C.  W.  Avery  caught  forty  chub  in  two  and  a 
half  hours,  and  on  two  evenings  since  took  a  nice 
lot  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Morgan  took  101b.  of  chub 
higher  up  the  river,  and  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Tyler 
had  good  catches  with  the  wasp  grub.  We  hear  of 
a  31b.  perch  being  taken  at  Camp  on  Monday, 
which  is  to  be  set  up.  Some  large  chub  and  good 
dace  have  been  caught  in  the  Teme,  but  not  many  of 
them.  Mr.  E.  Atkins,  of  the  Working  Men's  Club, 
caught  101b.  of  bream  in  the  Avon  at  Wyie;  Mr. 
Bateman,  Fountain  Club,  six  bream  ;  Messrs. Thomp- 
son, Hodges,  Rickets  and  Harris,  a  few  fair  fish.  The 
St.  John's  Club  had  their  second  contest  of  the 
season  on  the  club  j  water,  Lower  Teme,  on  the 
afternoon  of  July  22,  which  was  the  second  round 
for  the  valuable  porcelain  cup  ;  and  there  were  three 
prizes  and  a  sweepstake.  The  wirmers  were  :  1st, 
C.  James,  41b.  12|oz.;  2nd,  J.  Badgen,  4lb.  2ioz.; 
3rd,  J.  Wood,  31b.  2|oz,  The  Working  Men's  Club 
fished  their  first  competition  on  the  Avon  at  Twyning 
Fleet  on  July  23.  The  weather  was  favourable,  but 
sport  rather  disappointing,  only  six  of  the  eight  prizes 
being  takeri.  Messrs.  G.  Evans,  R.  Thompson,  S. 
Osborne,  H.  Glover,  C.  Scott,  and  J.  Richards  were 
the  winners,  R.  Thompson  taking  special  for  heaviest 
fish.  The  Worcester  and  District  Angling  A.ssocia- 
tion  held  a  committee  meeting  at  the  Turk's  Head 
Inn,  Lowesmore,  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  In  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  the  president,  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higgs,  the  vice-president,  Mr.  A.  Glover,  occupied 
the  chair.  Two  new  clubs  were  enrolled — namely, 
the  Barbourne  Inn  and  Bransford  clubs,  and  various 
matters  were  discussed.  It  was  decided  to  hold  an 
inter-club  contest  this  year  as  usual,  the  place 
decided  upon  being  Wyre  Piddle,  and  the  date, 
Saturday,  Sept.  2.  There  are  now  twelve  clubs 
affiliated  with  the  association,  and  the  contest  will 
be  a  large  one. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  secoad  match  of  the  season  in  connection 
with  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Club  took  place 
in  the  Wharfe,  at  Nun  Appleton,  on  July  22, 
permission  to  fish  having  been  given  by  Sir  Angus 
Holden.  The  water  was  high  and  much  coloured, 
and  was  likened  in  appearance  to  that  in  a 
"disturbed  clay  pit."  Its  condition  was  altogether 
unfavourable,  and  the  rodmen  entertained  but  little 
hope  of  catching  fish  at  all.  The  volume  of  water 
greatly  subsided  towards  evening,  and  its  colour  im- 
proved. Gentles  and  worms  were  used  as  lures,  and 
at  the  weigh-in  it  transpired  that  several  nice  dace 
had  been  caught.  Mr.  E.  Foote,  first,  21b.  6oz.  (who 
also  won  at  the  last  match)  had  a  good  pannier. 
Mr.  T.  Armstrong,  second,  had  a  catch  of  1  lb.  12|oz., 
and  a  fine  fish  was  creeled  by  the  third  winner,  Mr. 
J.  Armitage,  1  lb.  8oz.  The  party,  numbering 
twenty-one,  had  an  enjoyable  drive  out  from  York. 
Mr.  J.  Dunnington- Jefferson  gave  leave  to  fish  to 
the  Leeman-road  (York)  Working  Men's  A.C.,  who 
held  their  first  match  at  Weet  Cottingwith.  Sharp 
showers  were  experienced,  but  the  general  con- 
ditions were  not  unfavourable,  and  a  fairly  good" 
catch  resulted.  Mr.  J.  H.  Smitli  was  first  in  the 
competition,  and  won  Mr.  Melrose's  prize.  His  tish 
weighed  31b.  IGJoz.  Mr.  D.Wrigglesworth,  31b.  SJoz., 
second,  won  Mr.  Mercer's  special ;  and  Mr.  H.  White, 
21b.  11  Joz.,  caught  a  nice  chub  weighing 
21b.  Mr.  Eshelby's  special  for  the  largest 
eel  went  to  Mr.  W.  Smith.  Altogether,  there 
were  twenty-seven  prize-winners.  The  Guild- 
hall A.A.,  York,  went  to  Linton  for  their  first  match 
of  the  season,  Mr.  Hall  granting  permission  to  fish. 
Eleven  prizes  were  taken.  The  club's  special  fell 
to  Mr.  J.  Parker,  and  Mr.  J.  Webster  ccwried  off 
Mrs.  Plows'  special  for  the  largest  perch.  Mr.  W. 
Plows  was  first,  61b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Parker,  second, 
31b.  C^oz.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Henderson,  third,  21b.  9^oz. 
Some  welcome  showers  have  fallen  this  week. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather,  though  overcast,  has  been  generally 
against  angling  since  last  notes  were  written,  owing 
chiefly  to  an  absence  of  wind.  Sport,  on  the  whole, 
may  be  described  as  mediocre  as  far  as  salmon  and 
peal  are  concerned.  Regarding  sea-trout,  fair,  and 
sometimes  even  good,  sporD  has  been  had  aD  thuse 
tish  in  the  few  counties  where  they  are  to  bo  found. 
Rain  is  badly  needed,  especially  for  river  fishing. 
Even  the  larger  rivers  issuing  from  lakes  are  many 
of  them  but  mere  streamlets  between  the  pools. 
Sometimes  it  lookd  as  if  rain  were  near,  when 
suddenly  the  clouds  clear  off  and  the  sua  shrnes 
out  brilliantly,  and  rain  keeps  as  far  off  as  ever. 
With  releience  to  sea-fishing  matters,  though  not 
as  good  as  usual,  have  been  generally  iu  a  satis- 
factory way,  good  sport  being  recorded  with 
pollack,  gurnar  d,  bream,  and  whiting  at  several 
places. 
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"The  tongue  and  the  pen  are  both  interpreters  of 
the  mind." 


"  Virtue  is  its  own  Reward"  {vide  Copy-book). 
But  there  are  times  when,  althoueh  angers 
naturally  expect  the  beat  of  everything  if  they  pay 
the  best  price,  and  deal  with  the  best  people,  they 
feldom  write  a  line  of  thanks  for  being  well  and 
truly  served.  Let  a  hook  "draw,"  a  gut  cast 
break,  or  a  rod  be  too  heavy,  too  light,  too  whippy, 
too  bandy,  or  any  other  drawbacks  (real  or 
imaginary),  then,  tackle  manufacturers,  beware! 
Mr.  Henry  Whitty,  of  Basnett-street,  Liverpool, 
has  leceived  the  following  from  one  of  his 
customers,  hailing  from  lovely  Llangollen  :  "  I  have 
returned  three  rods,  carefully  packed,  and  have 
kept  the  '  Leonard '  rod,  with  which  I  am  very 
pleased.  The  minnow  trap  was  a  great  success.  I 
caught  six- and  a-half  dozen  yesterday  in  an  hour 
and  a  half." 


I  READ  that  "  many  anglers  have  signed  a  petition 
asking  the  London  County  Council  to  allow  fishing 
in  the  Battersea  Park  lake,  which  teems  with  all 
kinds  9f  coarse  fish."  If  it  were  not  for  the  fact 
that  the  majority  of  the  beautiful  lakes,  with  which 
London  abounds,  are  netted  periodically  and  the 
fish  given  to  various  societies  for  restocking  their 
waters,  I  should  sign  the  petition;  but  so  many 
reasons  have  been  advanced  as  to  the  impractica- 
bility of  allowing  fishing  in  public  parks  that  I 
am  very  doubtful  whether  the  L.C.C.  will  grant 
their  petition. 

»  *  *  »  • 

"  The  Serpentine,  a  splendid  stretch  of  water  in 
Hyde  Park,  literally  "  teems "  with  small  fish. 
There  are  some  fine  carp  and  roach  in  the  upper 
waters  (near  Kensington),  but  fishing  is  strictly  pro- 
hibited. Only  a  few  mornings  ago  I  took  my  big 
retriever  for  a  swim  and  counted  twenty-eight  boys 
(some  of  them  big  'uns)  capture  scores  of  roach, 
many  of  them  fully  7in.,  on  the  most  primitive 
tackle — that  is  to  say,  no  rods  were  used. 

»  •  »  •  • 

The  modus  operandi  is  a  piece  of  string,  a  small 
stone  tied  within  6in.  of  the  hook,  a  small  piece  of 
bread,  cake,  or  biscuit — no  gentles,  caddis,  paste, 
or  other  effective  lures,  and  no  ground-bait.  I 
have  often  read  of  a  "  bent  pin  "  as  a  hook.  They 
may  be  seen  at  the  "  Serps  "  any  day  in  the  week, 
but  the  keepers  cannot  detect  the  poachers  as  the 
"tackle"  is  very  quickly  stowed  away.  A  decent 
angler,  with  decent  tackle  and  proper  bait,  could 
creel  a  fine  show  of  "  sizeable  "  roach  in  one  hour. 

•  •  •  *  * 
"Another  way"!     Some  splendid  models  of 

sailing  boats  may  daily  be  seen  scudding  from  one 
side  of  the  water  to  the  other.  "  Nautical "  men 
teach  the  youth  of  Belgravia  and  Tyburnia 
how  to  set  the  sails.  On  one  of  these  "model" 
yachts  three  hooks  (not  bent  pins)  were  allowed  to 
".  trail,"  with  the  result  that  each  hook,  propeily 
baited,  accovinted  for  a  fish  !  Now  who  says  we 
can't  fish  in  the  parks  ? 

»  *  »  *  » 

Let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  do  not 
approve  of  fishing  where  fishing  is  "Not  allowed." 
Only  a  few  days  ago,  "  a  man,  refusing  his  name 
aod  all  account  of  himself,  was  fined  403.  or  a 
month,  at  the  South-Western  Police  Court,  for 
catching  a  fish  in  the  waters  of  Battersea  Park, 
contraiy  to  the  byelaws  of  the  London  County 
Council.  There  was,  it  is  stated,  no  small  amount 
of  poaching  cariied  on  in  the  park,  where  the 
waters  are  well  stocked  with  fish.  Men  went  there 
in  doubles,  and  one  operated  with  a  small  line,  at 
one  end  of  which  was  a  hook,  while  the  other  acted 
as  scout  to  give  the  alarm  whenever  one  of  the 
Council's  constabulary  was  seen  approaching." 

•  »  •  •  • 

"  Anglers  have  marvelled  at  the  number  of  carp, 
roach,  and  perch  landed  from  the  Mount  Pond, 
Clapham.  One  fish  recently  caught  exceeded  4^1b. 
weight.  The  explanation  is  said  to  be  that  anglers 
living  in  the  neighbourhood  make  a  practice  of 
catching  fish  elsewhere  and  placing  them  in  the 
pond."  [Since  I  V>athed  and  sailed  my  boat  in  the 
lake  distric  t  (Clapham  Common)  many  long  years 
ago,  the  fish  kindly  subsciibed  by  thoughtful  anglers 
(tiom  A  to  Z — but  more  particularly  Z,  a  well- 
known  Lond<  n  angler)  have  "  bred  and  mustered." 
I  can  even  plead  guilty  to  taking  many  good  fish 
in  my  large  bait-can  to  help  to  keep  up  the  head 
(or  tiil)  of  fish.  Now  mind,  I  don't  tell  you  that 
the  fifehing  is  free  on  the  Mount  Pund.  Don't  try  it 
unless  you  want  the  keepers  to  give  you  a  sermon 
near  the  Mount. 


Seasonable  :  Mint's  meat — lamb. 


The  result  of  Tuesday  evening's  meeting  re  the 
"International"  Angling  Competition  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Silver  Trout  A.S.  will  be  found  on 
page  93.  I  understand  that  the  entries  for  the 
above  are  coming  in  well.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  hon. 
sec.  of  the  Henley  Preservation  Society,  has  also 
been  added  to  the  committee.  Monday,  Septem- 
ber 4,  will  undoubtedly  be  a  red-letter  day  for 
anglers,  and  I  hope  to  be  amongst  those  present  to 
support  the  entente  cordiale. 


The  Southend  Sea  Angling  Festival  is  again 
close  upon  us.  The  hon.  sees.,  O.  M.  Howard  and 
F.  C.  Summers,  announce  that  this  always  success- 
ful competition  will  take  place  on  September  16, 
17,  and  18  next.  His  worship,  the  Mayor,  is  presi- 
dent. All  information  may  be  obt^iined  on  applica- 
tion to  156,  Hamlet  Court-road,  Westclifl-on-Sea. 


"  A  CERTAIN  London  solicitor,"  says  the  Notting- 
ham Daily  Express,  "  takes  his  holiday  in  a  most 
unconventional  way.  He  has  had  an  old  roomy 
barge  fitted  up  as  a  house  boat,  and  admirably 
appointed.  In  this  way  the  owner  is  able  to 
explore  all  the  navigable  rivers  and  canals,  and 
generally  to  have  a  good  time.  A  few  days  ago,  the 
house-boat  was  within  a  few  miles  of  Nottingham, 
moored  temporarily  in  one  of  the  picturesque 
reaches  of  the  Trent.  The  family  apparently  spend 
a  good  portion  of  the  summer  in  the  boat,  which  is 
hauled  from  place  to  place  by  a  horse  kept  for  the 
specific  purpose,  the  ownor  himself  joining  them 
for  week-ends." 


Oh  THE  Charms  and  Delights  of  Fair  Walton  ! 

Oh  !  what  shall  I  sing  of,  "  Walton-on-Thames  I  " 
Who  now,  like  a  fair  daughter,  reclining; 
Where  the  lovely  ereen  sward  interlaces 
With  meadow-sweet,  poppies,  and  daisies ; 

And  the  birds  in  a  throng. 

With  twitter  and  song. 

Give  delight  unexplain'd 

To  the  sensitive  brain'd. 
Oh  the  charms  and  delights  of  fair  Walton  ! 
Wtll  may  "  Old  Thames"  of  his  daughter  be  proud, 
"  So  exquisitely  charming  is  she !  " 
And  in  full  pride  to  be  by  the  side 
Of  a  river  so  ancient  and  wide — 

Where  the  skiffs  sail  along 

And  their  pleasure  prolong ; 

Voices  sound — "  Oh,  oh,  oh  !  " 

Merrily  onward  go. 
Oh  the  charms  and  delights  of  fair  Walton  ! 
"And  the  village,  bedight,  with  ivy  green" 
On  the  houses,  so  quaintly  gabled; 
Gardens  of  flowers — "  you'll  never  forget," 
Jasmin,  roses,  aye,  mignonette. 

The  "  lark,^'  in  his  "lone"  cage 

Which  hangs  near  the  wall, 

"  His  song  trills  so  sweetly  " 

A  welcome  to  all. 
Oh  the  charms  and  delights  of  fair  Walton  1 

Ah  !  the  angler's  delight  is  at  Walton, 
Equipp'd  for  the  "inward  and  outward" 
With  "  prog  "  and  "  flask,"  then  all  he  will  ask  yet 
Is  good  luck,  to  fill  his  deep  basket — 

With  some  roach  and  fine  dace. 
Some  good  perch,  and  a  brace 
Of  bream ;  make  his  nerves  ring. 
Then  he'll  merrily  singr, 
Oh  the  charms  and  delights  of  fair  Walton  ! 

—J.  H,  P. 


In  times  of  drought,  when  the  ground  has  become 
so  hard  that  worms  and  earth  insects  have  not  been 
securable  by  such  birds  as  blackbirds,'  thrushes, 
robins,  etc.,  these  birds  have  been  known  to  resort 
to  shallow  streams,  and  there  to  pick  up  minnows 
and  tiny  fish  for  food. 


It  is  not  quite  ready,  but  I  am  told  to  "  look  out " 
for  a  thumping  good  article  (about  17,000  words), 
entitled,  "  How  I  caught  the  Train." 


The  other  day  I  strolled  into  the  headquarters  of 
the  Leyton  Waltonians,  the  Three  Blackbirds'  Inn, 
situated  in  the  rustic  hamlet  of  Leyton,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  where  Host  Will  Golding,  than 
whom  no  better  sportsman  ever  graced  an  angler's 
list  of  patrons,  gave  ine  a  most  cordial  welcome. 
I  was  just  in  time  to  witness  the  departure  of  a 
nice  little  brake  party  of  club  members  for  a  day's 
outing  and  fishing.  The  rendezvous  was  the  Fish 
and  Eels  at  Hoddesdon — beloved  by  all  Lea  anglers. 
A  beautiful  drive,  a  nice  dinner,  a  capital  concert, 
with  a  fishing  competition  thrown  in,  is  not  so  bad 
for  one  day.  The  competition  was  won  by  Mr.  R. 
Perrin,  Mr.  J.  Rumball  being  second.  A  good 
catch  was  recorded.  The  prizes  were  the  gift  of 
Mr.  Qolding. 


Lord  Hawee,  the  captain  of  the  Yorkshire 
Eleven,  has  written  an  article  on  "  Cricket"  in  the 
"Unwritten  Laws  of  Sf)ort"  aeries  for  the  August 
number  of  the  Badminton  Magazine  of  Sports  and 
Pastimes.  There  is  no  greater  authority  on  cricket 
living  than  Lord  Hawke,  and  his  remarks  on  the 
etiquette  of  the  game  are  well  worth  the  attention 
of  every  cricketer,  who  will  also  be  interested  by  a 
paper  from  L.  C.  Braund,  the  famous  all  round 
Somerset  player,  on  "The  Importance  of  Fielding." 
In  the  "  Royal  Homes  of  Sport "  Series  "  The 
Schorfheide "  is  described  by  permission  of  the 
German  Emperor,  who  has  also  allowed  several 
photographs  from  his  private  collection  to  be  re- 
produced in  the  article.  "  The  Cost  of  Shooting," 
by  Percy  Stephens,  is  a  particularly  careful  paper 
on  the  economy  of  the  sport,  and  grouse  shooting 
in  Scotland  and  in  Norway  is  contrasted  by  Nicholas 
Everitt.  The  series  of  photographs  of  the  Devon 
and  Somerset  Staghounds  give  a  good  idea  of  a  day 
with  this  well-known  pack.  The  Editor  writes  on 
"  The  First  Half  of  the  Racing  Season,"  and  there 
is  a  continuation  of  the  discussion  on  "  A  New  Seat 
for  Race  Riding,"  "Bridge"  etc.,  and  a  further 
instalment  of  the  "  Strange  Stories  of  Sport." 


The  Turtle. 
Oh,  to  be  a  turtle, 
A  slow,  lethargic  turtle. 
With  nothing  in  the  world  to  do 
But  crawl  about  the  whole  day  through. 
Or  wallow  in  some  marshy  pool, 
Among  the  reeds  and  rushes  cool. 
Or  sun  myself  upon  a  log. 
And  gossip  idly  with  a  frog. 
To  know,  no  matter  what  befell, 
I  need  but  crawl  into  my  shell. 
And  let  the  whole  world  go  to — the  1st 
District.  — Exchange. 


Ix  is  always  pleasant  to  note  things  that  make 
for  good  feeling  between  employers  and  employed. 
On  July  15  we  chronicled  the  doings  of  the  em- 
ployees of  Messrs.  AUcock  &  Co.,  of  Redditch.  On 
p.  93  we  give  an  account  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers' 
annual  outing,  which  appears  to  have  been  a  most 
enjoyable  one. 

«  «  «  *  If  * 

Last  week 'another  successful  week-end  outing 
was  celebrated  on  the  banks  of  the  classic  Lea. 
The  occasion  was  the  "annual"  dinner  and  sports 
in  connection  with  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Carter  and 
Co. ,  of  Islington.  A  special  train — I  mean  carriage — 
was  reserved  when  thirty  of  the  male  portion  of 
the  rank-and-file  of  the  works  (not  the  female 
portion,  for  they  were  enjoying  themselves  at 
Brighton)  left  Liverpool  -  street,  arriving  at  Rye 
House  about  nine.  The  first  item  on  the  pro- 
gramme was  an  hour's  fishing  for  various  prizes. 

*  *  •  *  • 

Number  two  on  the  elaborate  programme  was  a 
hundred  yards  race,  run  of!  in  four  heats  and  a 
final.  Some  really  smart  running  was  displayed. 
Number  three  was  a  440  yards  race,  followed  by  a 
most  amusing  three-legged  race.  Then  a  "  wash 
and  brush  up,"  and  to  the  banquet  provided  by 
Host  Abel  at  Ye  Olde  Rye  House.  A  splendid 
repast,  excellently  served,  and,  needless  to  say, 
much  enjoyed. 

•  *  •  •  * 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Clay,  who 

proposed  the  toast,  "  The  King  and  Royal  Family." 
Speeches  were  commendably  brief,  as  another 
outdoor  event  was  to  follow  the  banquet.  The 
vice-chairman  proposed  "The  Firm  of  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co.,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Clay. 
"  The  Employees  "  was  admirably  proposed  by  Mr. 
E.  F.  Goodwin,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Parker. 
"The  Visitors  "  by  Mr.  "Trett,  responded  to  by  Mr. 
Geo.  Hoyle.  Then  Mr.  Ankin  proposed  "  The  Chair 
and  Vice-chair,"  when  a  move  was  made  to  the 
cricket  grounds. 

»  *  •  *  • 

The  teams  represented  "  Mr.  Clay's  side  versus 
Mr.  Goodwin's  side."  After  two  hours'  exciting 
play  an  adjournment  was  made  for  tea — a  real  tea, 
and  very  acceptable  after  running  about  in  the  sun. 
After  tea  a  stroll  to  the  Lea,  when  the  interval 
previous  to  the  return  journey  for  town  was 
employed  in  another  fishing  match.  It  goes  with- 
out saying  that  it  was  the  most  successful  "  annual  " 
ever  enjoyed  by  the  employees  of  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co. 
*  *  *  *  m 

To  give  the  names  of  all  the  winners  and  a  list  of 
all  the  prizes  would  occupy  more  space  than  is  at 
command,  but  the  stewards,  and  all  who  were 
responsible  for  the  outing,  deserve  great  credit.  I 
may  say  that  I  had  the  honour  of  being  invited  as 
a  visitor,  and,  as  vice-chairman,  I  am  looking  for- 
ward to  such  another  red-letter  day,  when  po-sibly 
I  may  be  in  better  health,  and  capture  some  of  the 
prizes  in  the  sports.  Dbaqnet. 


July  2n,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


^oles  from  li)e  ^otii^. 


The  King  will  spend  some  six  weeks  at  Balmoral, 
and  about  two  months  altogether  in  the  Highlands. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  come  to  Duff 
House  this  week,  and  after  a  short  stay  theie  move 
up  to  Mar  Lodge  for  the  shooting  and  fishing 
6easons.   


The  rivers  moved  an  inch  or  twt)  on  July  23,«and 
although  the  streams  are  of  microscopical  size,  yet 
a  good  few  grilse  left  with  the  Sunday's  slap. 


Admiral  Hutchinson  is  having  some  fine  trout  on 
the  Methlic  waters  of  the  Ythan;  while  some  good 
baskets  of  sea-trout  aie  being  got  in  the  tidals 
(Ritchie,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen).  Last  week  Messrs. 
Martin,  Tillard,  and  Fhoto  had  a  dozen  or  so  every 
time  out. 


Mr.  James  Coutts,  Aberdeen,  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  salmon  fishings  on  the  South 
Esk,  not  the  North  Esk  as  mentioned  in  a  former 
note.    Mr.  Coutts  took  up  duties  on  July  11. 


Some  fine  sea  fishing  is  now  being  got  off  the 
Aberdeenshire  and  Kancardine  coasts.  At  a  go- 
where-you-please  competition  of  the  Aberdeen 
Rock  Anglers  on  the  occasion  of  the  Aberdeen 
summer  holiday,  Mr.  W.  Douglas  made  the 
magnificent  and  record  basket  of  1 141b.  6oz.  of  cod 
and  saithe  off  the  rocks  at  Cruden  Bay  in  the  course 
of  a  single  tide.   

Two  local  shots  did  for  over  a  dozen  pike  on  the 
Kintore  Don  water  last  week.  These  fresh-water 
sharks  come  on  to  the  shallows  and  sun  themselves, 
and  afford  a  fine  target  to  a  good  shot.  One  of 
them  weighed  171b. 


Prince  Arthur  and  Colonel  Wyndham  are  enjoy- 
ing the  glorious  weather  and  highland  air  at 
Craig  Gowan  Cottage,  Balmoral.  The  Prince  has 
benefited  greatly  by  the  change,  and  although  the 
chances  of  sport  are  of  the  smallest,  they  have  made 
the  most  of  them.  Special  Scotch. 


THE  SURGERY  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
FISH  AT  THE  NEW  YORK 
AQUARIUM. 


{Continued  from  page  73.) 

Gkatitxjde  of  Fish  Patients. 

When  the  sick  fish  are  taken  to  the  hospital  they 
-fem  to  realise  that  their  keepers  are  doing  all  they 
fan  for  them.  Although  some  of  the  fish  are  very 
warlike  in  their  normal  state,  once  put  them  in  the 
accident  ward  and  they  become  subdued  and  peace- 
ful. Many  fish  of  different  genus  are  placed  in  the 
same  tank  in  the  hospital,  but  none  of  the  patients 
attempt  to  make  it  unpleasant  for  the  others.  Some 
of  the  fish  are  treated  for  wounds  they  receive  in 
fighting.  Not  long  ago  two  surgeon-fisli  became  in- 
volved in  a  fierce  fight.  Before  the  keepers  had  dis- 
covered the  disturbance  the  fish  had  cut  each  other 
with  their  lance-like  bones.  They  were  placed  in 
the  accident  ward,  where  one  died.\  The  other, 
although  badly  cut  in  various  parts  of  the  body, 
recovered,  and  is  now  baclc  in  his  old  tank. 

But,  it  is  in  the  surgical  operations  that  the  most 
remarkable  experiments  are  made  among  the  fish 
ent  to  the  hospital  in  the  Aquarium.  In  very  bad 
'  a.ses  of  fungus  growth  the  foreign  substance  is  re- 
moved by  the  knife.  Sometimes  abscesses  are  lanced, 
but  it  is  seldom  that  these  operations  prove  success- 
ful, and  they  are  only  resorted  to  in  extreme  cases. 
Frequently,  however,  fish  are  operated  on  when 
their  air  bladders  fail  to  perform  their  functions. 
Xot  long  ago  a  deep-sea  ba.ss  lost  complete  control 
of  his  air  bladder.  Of  course,  he  was  helpless.  He 
turned  over  on  his  side  and  could  not  sink,  as  the 
sac  was  filled  with  air.  Had  he  not  been  dis- 
covered he  would  have  soon  died  in  his  helple-ss 
condition,  as  his  gills  were  above  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  bass  was  taken  up  carefully  and  a 
siu-geon's  needle  inserted  just  back  of  the  pectoral 
fin  into  the  air  bladder.  The  air  escaped,  and  the 
bass  was  again  able  to  manage  himself.  A  few 
days  in  the  hospital  tank  was  all  that  was  necessary 
to  heal  the  slight  puncture  to  the  air  bladder,  and 
then  he  was  as  well  as  ever. 

The  cause  of  the  air  bladder  becoming  un- 
manageable is  principally  the  rapid  manner  in 
which  the  fish  is  pulled  out  of  the  water  when 
captured.  It  is  brought  quickly  to  the  surface 
with  its  mouth  open.  When  caught  its  air  bladder 
h  filled  with  water  so  that  it  can  maintain  its 


specific  gravity  at  a  great  depth  of  the  sea.  The 
suddermess  with  which  it  is  jerked  to  the  surface 
prevents  it  from  properly  ejecting  the  air,  and 
congestion  is  the  result.  Under  these  curcurastancos 
the  fish  suffers  out  of  water  much  as  a  person  does 
when  drowning.  The  conditions,  although  reversed, 
are  similar  in  effect,  so  it  is  perfectly  proper  to 
speak  of  a  fish  having  drowned. 

Massage  fob.  Sick  Fish. 

A  very  successful  treatment  for  deep-sea  fish 
when  they  are  unable  to  expel  the  air  in  their 
bladders  is  massage.  A  young  shark  and  a  dogfish 
were  recently  operated  on  in  this  manner  with  the 
most  satisfactory  results.  They  were  unable  to 
expel  the  air  from  their  air  bladders,  and  would 
have  soon  drowned  had  relief  not  come  promptly. 
The  operator — one  might  properly  say  the  masseur 
— grasped  the  fish  firmly  by  the  tail  witli  the  left 
hand,  and  drawing  its  body  out  of  the  water  upon 
a  shelf  reaching  into  the  tank,  allowing  the  head 
to  remain  submerged,  gently  massaged  with  the 
right  hand  the  back  of  the  gills  toward  the  nose. 
After  a  few  minutes'  quick  action  of  the  hand  the 
air  was  forced  out  of  the  air  bladder  and  arose  to 
the  surface  in  a  series  of  bubbles.  When  liberty  was 
given  to  the  fish  it  swam  away  as  if  nothing  had 
happened. 

The  habits  and  peculiarities  of  the  fish  in  the 
Aquarium  have  become  so  well  known  to  those 
in  charge  that  they  are  able  to  note  every  symptom 
of  disease.  This  watchfulness  is  the  means  of 
saving  the  lives  of  many  of  the  specimens  placed 
there.  One  may  tell  by  the  coimtenance  of  a  man 
if  he  be  feeling  distressed  or  if  he  be  near  to  death, 
and  these  same  symptoms  may  be  observed  in  fish. 
A  black  bass  dying  from  asphyxiation  becomes 
pale,  but  five  minutes  after  death  it  resumes  its 
natural  colour.  By  close  study  certain  peculiarities 
have  been  observed  in  all  the  species,  and  it  is 
through  these  indications  that  the  hospital  doctors 
keep  their  charges  in  such  good  health,  and  nurse 
many  of  them  back  to  health  when  disease  has 
hold  of  them. 

The  temperatm-e  of  the  tanks  is  closely  watched. 
For  the  tropical  fish  a  temperature  from  seventy- 
two  to  seventy-three  is  maintained.  For  the  semi- 
tropical  fish  that  come  to  these  waters  in  July  and 
August  the  temperature  is  kept  at  sixty-eight.  For 
fish  that  remain  in  the  waters  about  New  York 
the  natural  temperature  is  continued.  Fish  like 
the  striped  bass  are  easily  cared  for,  as  they  make 
their  homes  in  the  bays  and  rivers  of  New  York 
State  the  year  around.  They  are,  however,  the 
aristocrats  of  the  firmy  tribe,  as  they  summer  at 
the  seashore,  and  when  the  cold  weather  comes 
move  to  their  winter  homes  up  the  rivers. 

Fish  -Convalescents. 

When  a  fish  is  nearly  well  he  is  taken  from  the 
other  patients  in  the  hospital  and  placed  in  a  con- 
valescent tank.  Sometimes  it  is  not  safe  while  he 
is  convalescing  to  put  him  in  a  tank  with  other  fish, 
especially  if  he  be  of  a  pugnacious  nature,  for  then 
the  old  desire  to  fight  will  come  back  to  him.  The 
angel-fish,  whose  name,  by  the  way,  belies  his  habits, 
is  a  good  example  of  this.  One  of  these  fellows  was 
recently  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement  in  the 
Aquarium  because  he  was  so  vicious  in  disposition 
that  he  killed  two  of  his  mates. 

The  fuimy-looking  trigger-fish  that  was  placed  in 
the  convalescent  ward  was  very  eager  for  food  after 
his  sickness.  He  became  quite  tame,  and  when  his 
keeper  went  to  the  edge  of  the  tank  with  a  killie  in 
his  hand,  the  trigger,  whose  body  resembles  the  face 
of  a  fat  old  man,  almost  jxmnped  out  of  the  water  in 
his  greediness.  Like  all  creatures  dependent  on  man 
for  their  food,  fish  soon  learn  to  recognise  those 
who  take  care  of  them.  It  requires  but  a  tap  on 
the  tank  where  Petie,  an  odd  little  boxfish,  is  con- 
fined to  bring  him  quickly  to  the  front  of  the  glass 
to  his  keeper.  And  the  same  is  true  of  many  of  the 
other  fish. 

Mr.  Spencer,  who  originated  this  method  of  treat- 
ing sick  and  disabled  fish,  is  a  pioneer  in  this  line  of 
research.  He  has  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  to  the  study  of  fish,  and  has  written  much  and 
learnedly  on  the  subject.  He  considers  that  we  are 
only  beginning  to  understand  the  treatment  of  fish 
when  they  are  ill.  Some  day,  he  believess,  the  ex- 
periments may  broaden  into  science  like  veterinary 
surgery. — New  York  Times. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH 
WORKS. 


The  above  works  had  their  annual  picnic  on 
•July  15  to  Edinburgh.  The  train  left  Alnwick 
Station  at  8  a.m.,  arriving  at  12.15.  The  party 
went  straight  to  Messrs.  Cockburn,  Turnbull  &  Co.'s, 
where  an  excellent  dinner  was  awaiting  them.  Mr. 
A.   McCutcheon  presided,   and  Mr.  W.  Sargent 


proposed  the  health  of  Messrs,  Hardy  Bros., 
thanking  them  for  their  generous  support  towards 
the  expenses  of  the  outing.  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon 
moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  thn  committee.  Mr. 
Dingley  replied  on  their  behalf,  and  moved  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon  for 
so  ably  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the  chair.  Afterwards 
the  party  set  out  on  a  tour  of  inspection.  Pro- 
ceeding along  Princes-street  and  up  the  Mound 
the  Costle  was  the  first  place  to  claim  attention, 
all  the  interesting  and  hi-itoricul  places  about  ifc 
being  pointed  out.  The  day  being  clear  an  excellent 
view  of  the  firth  from  the  battlements  was  had. 
The  windings  of  the  Forth  were  aUo  plainly  seen. 
Leaving  the  Castle,  and  proceeding  down  High- 
street.  Parliament  Houses,  St.  Giles'  Cathedral,  the 
Heart  of  Midlothian,  and  the  old  Mercat  Cross  were 
the  next  places  of  interest,  while  a  little  lower  down 
was  John  Knox's  house.  The  Mu^-eum  was  then 
visited,  but  the  time  was  too  shoit  for  anything 
more  than  a  walk  through  part  of  this  wonderful 
and  interesting  building,  biom  here  a  move  was 
made  for  Holyrood  Pala'^e,  where  all  the  rooms 
open  for  inspection  wef'e  carefully  gone  through. 
After  this  a  drive  fiom  Abbeyhill  to  the  city,  and 
then  to  tea. 

A  few  of  the  party  took  another  route,  and  went 
by  steamer  to  the  Forth  Bridge,  coming  back  by 
char  d-bancs.  The  rest  of  the  party  were  met  at 
Scott's  Monument  for  a  saunter  through  Princes- 
street  Gardens,  the  Monument  being  visited  as 
well  as  Princes  street,  with  it3  magnificent  pile  of 
buildings. 

Leaving  Edinburgh  at  8  15  p.m.  the  party  arrived 
at  Alnwick  at  11.10  p  m.,  all  agreeing  that  it  had  been 
the  best  picnic  they  had  ever  had.  The  following 
committee  efficiently  carried  out  the  arrangements 
for  the  trip  : — Messrs.  A.  McCutcheon,  .1.  Robson, 
A.  Broadley,  T.  Gillan,  T.  Campbell,  W.  Sargent, 
and  W.  H.  Dingley  (hon.  sec). 


INTERNATIONAL  ANGLING 
COMPETITION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  at  the  Nag's 
Head  Hotel,  James-street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  of 
the  above  on  July  25,  it  was  decided  that  the  first 
three  prizes  for  the  competition  should  be  as 
follows : — First  prize,  solid  silver  cup,  weighing 
40oz. ;  second,  solid  silver  cup,  weighing  30oz.  ; 
third,  solid  silver  cup,  weighing  20oz.  There  will 
also  be  a  great  number  of  very  substantial  prizes 
to  follow.  A  few  of  the  principal  conditions  of 
the  match  are  that  the  competition  should  be  a 
pegged-down  one,  numbered  swims  to  be  drawn 
for,  and  to  be  ten  yards  apart.  Two  rods  can  be 
carried,  but  only  one  to  be  used  at  a  time.  All  fish 
to  weigh  except  jack,  eels,  bleak,  and  minnows. 
Thames  standard  of  measurements  to  be  adopted. 
Any  dispute  to  be  settled  by  the  committee,  five  to 
form  a  quorum,  their  decision  to  be  final. 

W.  Hase,  Hon.  Sec.  j 


WHITBY    SALMON  FISHERY 
PROSECUTION. 


At  the  Whitby  North  Riding  Police  Court  on 
Saturday,  July  22,  before  Mr.  John  Turnbull  and 
Mother  magistrates,  Wm.  Arlington,  John  Harland, 
and  John  Winspear,  three  local  fishermen,  were 
summoned  at  the  instigation  of  the  Esk  Fishery 
Board  for  fishing  in  the  North  Sea  for  salmon  with 
other  than  rod  and  line  during  the  close  time  on 
July  10.  Defendants  pleaded  not  guilty.  Mr.  W. 
Brown,  clerk  to  the  Fi-hery  Board,  piosecuted,  and 
set  forth  that  about  two  o'clock  on  Monday  morn- 
ing defendants  were  in  a  coble  near  Saltwick  Nab, 
and  had  their  net  shot.  He  was  plea-ed  to  say  it 
was  not  this  time  a  question  of  "fixed  engines." 
From  twelve  o'clock  noon  on  Saturday  until  six 
o'clock  on  Monday  morning  constituted  the  close 
time,  therefore  the  defendants  violated  the  law. 
The  respectable  fishermen  in  the  town  had  laid 
complaints  about  such  men  as  defendants  stealing 
a  march  on  them,  and  thus  placing  salmon  in  the 
market  before  they  had  a  chance  of  legally  catching 
them.  The  defendants  were  observed  by  W.  Luke, 
head  water  bailiff,  and  Sergeant  Edmunds,  and 
after  being  challenged  by  those  officers,  admitted 
that  they  had  nine  fish.  The  officers  then  went  to 
the  coble,  but  two  occupants  who  were  tlien  in 
declined  to  let  them  examine  the  boat,  and  rowed 
out  into  deep  water.  Evidence  in  support  of  the 
charge  having  been  given  by  Luke  and  Sergeant 
Edmunds,  the  chairman  said  the  Bench  thought 
the  case  bad  been  amply  proved,  and  Winspear  and 
Arlington  would  have  lOs.  and  costs  each  to  pay, 
whilst  Harland,  against  whom  there  was  a  previoua 
conviction,  would  be  fined  £2  lOs.  and  costs. 

J.  Jackson, 
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AJ^OLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &o. 


ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and   free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.     Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

kinloch-hannoch. 

First  Class  Tourist  and  Anglers'  Hotel. 
Close  to  Loch  Rannoch  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  River  Tummel.   Free  Pishing  and 
Boats  on  Loch  and  River,  of  which  the 
largest  stretch  in  the  district  is  in  con- 
nection with  this  Hotel.  Moderate 
Terms.    Posting  at  Struan  and  Kinloch- 
Rannoch. 

Telegrams  :  "  Dunalastair  Hotel." 

WESTMORELAND. 

Re£i,d  TliiB. 

2  OR  3  RODS  WANTED 

To  complete  small  fishing  club.  Lake 
excellently  stocked  with  Rainbows  and 
Brown  Trout,  averaging  2  lbs.  each. 
Good  river  fishing ;  Trout  and  Salmon. 
August,  September,  and  October,  best 
months.— Apply  C.  W.  Wilson,  Rig- 
maden  Park,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  gd.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  maj,'niflcence,  cheap- 
neas,  and  killing  jxiwers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  t'ly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

John  HVlilte  Ac  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

MfksiB*    ORAM      M  R 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.  Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address :  "  Macfadyon,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 

Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  iL  1^    o  isr '  s 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 

The  Gweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
bough  Antire.    Comfoi  table  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  banks  of  the  Gweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  I.ough  Annre,  and  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charge.s 
6U«.   weekly.     Fishing  2.')K.  weekly,  40.s.  fort- 
nightly, 00s.  monthly.    Grilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.    8,00O  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  12lh  .August.  Apply— 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridgre, 

Co.  Donegal. 
Teleiiraini  :  "Hotkl  Cboli.v.  CJwKtUMKK," 

TO  ^IM-CShlLiZSRS. 

LAND,  40  ft.  by  350  ft.  (about),  in  Sussex 
village,  suitable  for  erection  of  Cottage. 
Also  2  acres  (about) 

MEADOW  LAND  &  OZIER  BED 

on  banks  of  Arun.  Price,  freehold,  £300. — 
Write,  R.  Huubaed,  Esq.,  17,  Woodville 
Road,  Ealing,  W. 

FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf ; 
Billiards. 
C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 

Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated    in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.    Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.    Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.    New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from   Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 

MUNICH. 

HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 

FOR  SALE. 

1    BEST  QUALITY  GREENHEART  TROUT 

ROD,  by  I'ARLOW. 
1   BEST   QUALITY  GREENHEART  PIKE 

OR  SPINNING  ROD,  double  cork  handle, 

by  OfiDKN. 

Both   nearly   new.     £1    5s.   each.  —  W. 
Bra  NAG  AN,  .Scratton  Audley,  Bicester,  Oxon. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

First- Class,       Cttoiceat  Position, 

CONVENIKNT  FOR 

OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 

MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  &  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appoint- 
ments   up-to-date.      Billiards,  Boats, 
Vehicles,  &o.    New  Fish  Hatchery  in 
operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10«. 
per  week.    Weekly    Angling  Tickets, 
tl  Is. ;   Daily,  5s.    Boat  and  Man,  5s. 
per  day.    Cheaper  Angling  terms  on 
Cpper  Water. — Address,  Manageress. 

FOR  SA11.E. 

Two  superior  steel  centre,  split 
cane-built  Trout  Rods, 

11  and  12  ft.,  with  two  tops,  lock  joints,  cork 
liaiidles,  new  condition,  London  makers.  Price 
27/6  each.    Also  new  PIG-SKIN  FLY  BOOK, 
with  large  number  best  new  Trout  Flies.  Price 
12/6.    Will  send  on  approval.— Address,  Pawn- 
hkoker,  121,  Jlayfair,  Ilford,  Esse.i. 

GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISBING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.    Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hurley,  "  Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.    Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH. 

ARTHUR  NEWHAM, 

WIMBLEDON  LAKE,  AND 
DucAi,  HALL,  Earl's  Court  Exhibition, 
Teacher  of  Salmon  &  Trout  Casting, 

Is  open  to  accompany  any  gentlemen  on 
Fishing  and  Shooting  Tours  at  liome  or  abroad. 

ALFRED  NEWHAM,  of  Calgary,  N.W.  Alberta, 
Can  arrange,  find  Guides  and  all  Eiiuipment 
for  Fishing  and  Shooting  Parties  in  Canada. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendoti,  Middlesex, 
Fisiermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roa:h,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fre'h  stocked.     860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.    Punt  boats.  Frequent 
Tra  <JB  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.   Book  to 
Wei  ih  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  FISH  : 

Pike,  18  inch,              Bream,  10  inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch.               Dace,  6  Inch. 
Kudd,  6  Inch.               Perch,  8  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch.              Ondgeon,  4  inch 

Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 

PANGBOURNE. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo, 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing.   Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re  furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Koats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address,  ilANAOERBSS. 

Trout  Fishing  in  the  Pang 

Gratis  to  Visitors 

AT  THE 

ELEPHANT  HOTEL. 

ANTI-MIDGE  BOUQUET 

For  Gnats  &  Mosquito  Bites. 

PREVENTS  AS  WELL  AS  CURES. 

Mp.  MARSTON,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  says  : 
"The  pleasantest  preparation  I  have  met  with 
for  searing  off  gnats  and  midges.    I  never  feel 
comfortable  unless  I  have  a  bottle  in  my  creel 
to  rab  on  hands  and  neck  occasionally." 

CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  i^Bl^: 

Most  up-to-date.     Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.   Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  vnth  Baths.  Elevated 
Position     near    Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.    ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 

COMFORTABLE  COUNTRY  QUARTERS 

IN  CHARMING  DISTRICT. 

Free  Fishing  and  Shooting,  Boating, 
Bowling  and  Tennis.    Board  Residence. 

MISS  RUTHERFORD, 

Cartrefle,    Lochmaben,  N.B. 

Beioare  of  puffed-up  worthless  imitations. 
ONLY  TO  BE  HAD  FROM 

MACKAY,  Bridge  St.,  Aberdeen. 

Bottles  1/2  and  2/9,  including  postage. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Balllna,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.    Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.    No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 

Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Roach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

AD  8iDS01u.u6  neceoolUj    uU    ovotjr  AUgitii.. 

sticks  well  on  the  Hook.    Two  Colours, 
White  and  Pink.  Packets  3d.  &  6d.  each. 

CEROIL-EUlVr. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fata, 

Bees'  Wax,  &o. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 

TWO  MILES 

OF 

Excellent  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing 

On  the  Old  Kingsland  Club  Water. 

A  limited  number  of  Members  can  be 
admitted  at  2^  guineas  for  the  remainder 
of  the  Seasons. — -"^pply,  William  Bead- 
FOED,  Royal  Oak  Hotel,  Leominster. 

ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  .July.   Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.     First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.    Number  of  rods 
limited.    Telegrams:  "  Hotkl  Haebis.'- 
WILLIAM  .J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris 

The  "Dapping  "  Season  has  now 
commenced. 

THE  FINEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Diifts  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
sliallows.    Nearly  70,(100  acres  of  deep-water 
Hshnig  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.     Under  New 
Management;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
Baths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Tariff. 
Giaiul  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery ;  bracing 
air  ;  only  H  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  application  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 

WANTED  BY  A  GENTLEMAN. 

Engagement  for  six  weeks  or  two  months 
as  Companion  Fisherman  to  a  Gentleman. 
Enthusiastic  Fly  Fisher.  Familiar  with 
all  Sport.    Will  provide  own  equipment. 
Good  Cyclist. — Apply,  Mr.  A.  James,  No. 
4,  31,  Hogarth  Road,  Earl's  Court. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT   CHOKS,  ANGLJSSET. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Oolf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel  ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  live 
miles'  drive,  or  'id.  train  lare.    Moderate  and 
inclusive  ch.irgc  ;  use  of  Bf)ats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.    Week-end  and  toiirist 
tickets  via  Bangor."— Proprietor,'!.  J.  COTTltELL. 

Of  TAOKLB  SEALERS  at  home  and  abroad,  or 

direct  from  the  Maker, 

lani^i-iAM:  king. 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

Postage  Extra. 
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Mk.  Bullock  took  the  chair  on  Wednesday, 
when  reports  were  read  from  a  great  many  stations 
— Walton  -  on  -  the  -  Naze,  St.  Margaret's  Bay, 
Brighton,  Mevagisaey,  Penzance,  Newhaven,  East- 
bourne, Deal,  Budleigh  Salterton,  Padstow,  Aber- 
dovey,  Lochinver  Village,  N.B.,  Leenane,  Killybegs, 
Donegal,  and  Teelin. 

Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  having  taken  the  chair, 
called  upon  Dr.  A.  Litton  Forbes  to  open  the 
subject  of  "  Fishing  o£E  Sandha  Island  and  on  the 
Coast  of  County  Antrim."  He  had  fished  the 
neighbourhood  mostly  from  a  yacht.  The  north- 
east of  Ireland  differs  much  from  other  parts  of 
the  island,  settled  long  ago  mostly  by  Scotchmen ; 
the  people  will  be  found  harder  than  the  nice, 
hospitable  Irishman.  The  population  sparse,  the 
land  good,  so  the  fisheries  are  entirely  neglected, 
and  boats  and  men  not  easily  obtained.  Larne  was 
described,  and  attention  drawn  to  the  sixty  miles 
of  magnificent  coast  and  scenery. 

The  "  Maidens,"  two  rocks  well  oS  the  c^asfc, 
were  described  as  an  excellent  ground.  One  light- 
house remains,  having  a'  powerful  acetylene  light. 
The  depths  are  very  great  and  the  tides  run 
furiously  at  times,  the  shallow  ground  and  rocks 
being  one  metss  of  seething  breakers  and  foam. 
Fishing  best  done  with  the  men  at  night.  It  is  light 
till  ten,  they  work  till  midnight  fishing  from  small 
boats,  pulling  close  into  the  rocks ;  a  rod  with  a  line 
its  own  length  is  used  with  a  white  fly ;  large  fish  are 
taken  as  fast  as  you  can  unhook  them,  then  rest  for 
a  few  hours  and  renew  the  sport  when  the  tide  is 
again  right  and  day  dawns.  Big  conger  are  taken  on 
rocky  bottom  up  to  251b.  Recently,  net  fishing  has 
been  introduced  and  doing  fairly  well,  so  rod  and 
line  fishing  is  decreasing.  Skate  up  to  2401b.  have 
been  caught.  Passing  south  to  Glenarm  the  coast 
is  rocky,  with  hot  tides  at  Carnbrugh,  where  Wilson 
has  a  good  steam  launch,  there  is  very  good  lythe 
fishing  and  some  fiatfish.  At  Fairhead,  there  is  a 
mass  of  basalt  rocks,  and  coal  is  worked  for  local 
consimiption.  At  Rathlin  Island  plenty  of  large 
lythe.  Between  the  island  and  the  coast  seven  tides 
meet,  and  in  bad  weather  is  impassable.  There  is 
good  fishing,  but  much  fallen  off  of  late. 

The  island  of  Sandha  on  the  Scotch  side  was  then 
described :  three  miles  long  by  two  miles  wide, 
nothing  but  sheep  and  goats,  and  very  few  people 
besides  the  lighthouse  men  on  the  south-east  part, 
good  anchorage,  accessible  by  boat  from  Campbell- 
town.  Lythe  plentiful,  but  not  so  large  as  off  the 
Maidens.  At  Campbelltown  the  fishing  is  very 
good  ;  the  inlet  is  like  a  fjord ;  good  whiting  taken 
off  the  Point  of  Rhu ;  plenty  of  big  ling,  cod,  and 
conger,  and  on  the  Canty  re  shore  plenty  of  herring. 
Stranraer  is  a  landlocked  harbour ;  good  fishing 
there,  but  the  big  ones  lie  ten  miles  off  shore.  For 
all  these  places,  the  comfortable  home  afforded  by 
a  yacht  is  very  desirable.  The  speaker  concluded 
with  a  graphic  description  of  the  tides  of  this 
region.  The  lecturer  was  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks. 

Next  Wednesday  papers  will  be  read  on  North 
Berwick,  Skegness,  and  Cantyre,  by  Dr.  Miles 
Johnston.  Ou  Aug.  9  there  will  be  no  meeting. 
The  society's  rooms  will  be  closed  from  Aug.  4  to 
Aug.  14.  H.  P. 


ANSWERS  TO  OORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  Payne. — There  is  plenty  of  coarse  fishing 
near  North  Walsham,  which  is  situated  between 
the  rivers  Ant  and  Bare. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  owselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  ov/r  Correspondents.^ 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Deab  Sir, — Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  remarks  on  my 
letter  on  this  subject  call  for  a  few  words  from  me 
in  order  to  defend  myself  from  being  looked  upon 
by  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Qa-:^eUe  as  anything 
but  a  sportsman. 

Whilst  quite  appreciating  the  expressions  of 
opinion  contained  in  Mr.  Tod's  letter  from  a  fly 
fisherman's  point  of  view,  I  contend,  with  no  little 
weight,  that  fly  fishing  has  absolutely  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question,  since  we  are  dealing  solely 
with  "  upstream  worm  fishing  "  ;  hence  my  advice 
a.H  to  the  best  times  of  the  year  in  which  to  fish 
with  the  worm.  Mr.  Tod  must  see  that  his  remarks 
are  based  entirely  upon  a  side  issue. 

How  many  anglers  are  there  who  have  never 
been  initiated  in  the  art  of  fly  fishing,  and  how 


many  ardent  lovers  of  the  gentle  art  are  there  who, 
owing  to  their  years,  are  unable  to  commence  ? 
Their  name  is  legion.  Are  these,  our  brother 
anglers,  then,  to  retrain  from  catching  trout  during 
that  time  the  happy  man  with  a  fly  rod  potters 
about  leisurely  reducing  the  "worm"  angler's 
chances  of  snort  by  and  bye  ?  I  say  no,  emphati- 
cally no  !  We  must  learn  to  give  as  well  as  to  take, 
and  put  "self  "  sometimes  on  one  side.  There  are 
times  when  the  most  expert  worm  angler  will  fail 
to  take  fish  whilst  his  confrere  will  find  the  trout 
rising  at  everything  he  puts  bafore  them.  Why, 
then,  allow  this  latter  gentleman  to  kill  fish  that 
are  opening  their  jaws  on  the  very  surface  asking 
for  flies  ?  Because  the  angler  has  a  right  to  take 
the  fish,  and  for  the  worm  angler  to  prevent  him 
would  be  selfishness.  The  same  remarks  aoply 
then  with  equal  force  to  the  worm  angler  taking 
fish  when  they  are  hungry  for  worms. 

I  would  remind  Mr.  "Tod  that  "dapping"  with 
the  natural  Stone  Fly,  Fern  Web,  and  various 
other  creepers  is  far  more  deadly  in  its  season  than 
the  worm  is  at  any  time  of  the  year,  and  yet  fly 
fishermen  practise  this  method  of  obtaining  trout 
to  a  considerable  extent;  and  when  do  they  com- 
mence its  practice  ? — when  these  insects  are  on  the 
water,  so  deadly  a  time,  that  the  fish  will  never 
refuse  them,  provided,  of  course,  the  angler  knows 
his  business.  More  trout  are  taken  from  the  water 
in  a  short  space  of  time  by  this  method  than  by  any 
other. 

With  reference  to  my  remark,  "  Commencement 
of  the  season,"  this  may  possibly  mean  February, 
March,  April,  or  May,  according  to  district. 

Personally,  now  that  I  have  become  an  enthusi- 
astic fly  fisherman,  I  should  use  the  fly,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  worm,  whenever  there  was  the  slightest 
chance  of  rising  fish  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
should  never  be  so  selfish  as  to  grudge  my  brother 
angler  his  basket  of  worm-taken  troat — why  should 
he,  a  keen  angler,  stay  at  home  merely  because  he 
is  unable  to  throw  a  fly  ?    The  idea  is  prenosterous. 

By  way  of  conclusion,  I  would  ask  Mr.  Tod  to 
peruse  the  last  paragraph  in  my  letter  of  July  15 
and  reflect  thereon. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Habcourt  Vebden. 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Deab  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  July   1,  under 
"  Letters  to  the  Editor,"  I  notice  that  in  answer  to 
"Thymallus"'  questions  in  regard  to  "Upstream 
Worm  Fishing,"  one  and  all,  Messrs.  C.  J.  Brookes, 
J.  E.  Miller,  of  Leeds,  E.  M.  Tod,  and  "Golden 
Grouse,"  advocate  single-handed  rods.    This  is  not 
the  opinion  of  the  best  worm  fishers  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood (the  Usk  and  Wye).    Most  of  us  use 
double-handed  rods  for  the  simple  reason  that  you 
can  use  a  short  line  and  keep  out  of  sight.   I  myself 
work  with  a  14|ft.  built  up  cane  rod  (fly)  of  Massrs. 
Hardy,  Alnwick,  and  before  next  season  I  am  going 
to  get  them  to  build  me  one  of  their  special  built 
cane  16ft.  rods  for  worming.    Of  course,  in  fishing 
small  brooks  such  a  rod  as  mine,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  out  of  place,  but  one  of  the  very  best  all- 
round  fishermen  on  the  Usk  advocates  a  double- 
handed    rod    even    under    these  circumstances, 
because  you  have  no  room  to  throw,  in  the  general 
acceptation  of  the  term,  but  have  to  "  dib  in  here  " 
and  "  dib  in  there  "  with  a  very  short  line,  and  it  is 
only  the  length  of  rod  that  prevents  you  from  being 
seen.    Mr.  J.  E.  Miller  recommends  a  lOJft.  rod,  and 
goes  on  to  say  that  a  double-handed  one  is  "  far  too 
cumbersome  for  this  class  of  work,"  with  which  I 
entirely  disagree.    I  send  you  particulars  of  the 
baskets  of  one  of  our  best  worm  fishers  this  season, 
who  always  uses  a  double-handed  rod.     He  has 
tried  a  single-handed  one,  but  his  opinion  is,  with 
which  I  entirely  concur,  that  for  upstream  worm- 
fishing  in  low  water  and  bright,  still  weather  (the 
very  best  conditions  for .  making  a  basket,  if  the 
water  is  not  too  stale)   the  double-handed  rod 
in  the  hands  of  one  who  knows  what  he  is  about 
will  prove  to  be  by  far  the  most  killing:  May  22, 
1905,   fifty-one  fish,    16lb. ;   May  23,  thirty  six, 
131b.;   May  24,   twenty,    71b.;  May  27,  thirty- 
two,  161b.;  May  29,  forty-eight,  201b.;  May  31, 
twenty-two,  81b.  ;  June  2,  twenty,  lOJlb. ;  June  3, 
twenty-five,    141b.;    June  5,   twenty-one,  101b.; 
June  6,  thirty-six,  16— total,  311  fish.  130Jlb.— 
Yours  truly,  John  Hotchkis. 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  SrR, — Kindly  permit  me  in  a  few  words 
simply  to  say  that  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  communication 
on  page  79  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  22  is  right, 
and  to  add  that  I  could  make  no  sense  of  the 
previous  letter  to  which  he  refers.  The  best  and 
only  legitimate  upstream  worm  fishing  is  in  dead 
low  clear  water,  after  the  fly  fishing  dechnes  in 
June,  and  before  it  again  revives  in  August,  say, 
mid-summer,  and  when  the  livers  are  about  their 
lowest.    The  experienced  upstream  worm  angler 


will  then  know  where,  and  under  what  circum- 
stances, to  angle  for  the  heat  trout.  But  the  true 
sportsman  will  not  use  worm  when  trout  will  take 
the  fly.  The  true  and  legitimate  use  of  worm  in 
clear  water  certainly  does  not  extend  over  about 
two  months,  say  (giving  every  latitude),  from  about 
June  10  to  August  10,  but  varying  by  as  much  as 
ten  days  according  to  the  season. — Yours  truly, 
J.  A.  Habvie  Brown. 


CLEAR  WATER  WOR.M. 
Deab  Sir,  —  Though   I  unfortunately  missed 
Mr.  H.  Verden's  letter  on  this  subject,  I  am  grateful 
to  Mr.  Tod  for  his  rejoinder,  which  will  be  echoed 
by  all  sportsmen.    I  fear  as  anglers  increase,  the 
desire  to  break  a  record  in  fishing  increases  also. 
But  it  is  sad  to  see  an  angler  of  experience  seriously 
advocating  clear  water  worm  in  the  spring  and 
autumn.    I  am  no  fanatic  for  the  fly,  though  I  own 
I  prefer  it  to  all  other  methods.     But  as  all  ex- 
perienced anglers  know,  there  is  a  period  in  every 
season  in  the  height  of  the  summer  when  the 
temperature  of  the  water  rises,  and  neither  trout 
nor  salmon  will  look  at  a  fly  till  dusk.  Roughly 
speaking — though,  of  course,  it  is  varied  by  the 
weather  conditions  of  the  summer — this  period 
extends  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of 
August,  and  then,  and  then  only,  in  my  opinion,  is 
the  use  of  the  clear  water  worm  and  the  natural 
minnow  sportsmanlike  and  legitimate.    And  these 
methods,  used  as  they  then  are,  under  the  con- 
ditions of  low,  summer  level,  clear  water,  and 
bright  sun,  require  the  most  skilful  and  scientific 
apolication  for  success.    To  watch  the  manner  in 
which  the  skilled  clear  water  worm  man,  or  upstream 
minnow  spinner,  will  approach  a  likely  stickle  or 
run  is  to  receive  a  valuable  lesson  in  strategy. 
Observe    how  he    creaps    and  crawls  upstream 
towards  the  spot  he  has  marked,  avoiding  any 
rock  or  high  ground  that  will  show  hi  i  outline  to 
the  fish  against  the  skyline  —  how  he  approaches 
the  particular  stream  at  such  an   angle  as  his 
experience  and  instinct  tells  him  will  just  command 
the  spot  that  is  tenanted  by  the  monarch  of  the 
pool — how  cautious,  slow,  and  deliberate  are  his 
movements  as  he  stoops  there,  robed  in  grey,  so 
motionless  that  he  mi^jht  well  be  taken  for  one  of 
the  surrounding  boulders.    Under  such  condiiions 
as  these,  both  clear  water  worm  and  spinning  with 
the  minnow  are  not  only  legitimate  but  most 
interesting  methods.    But  to  employ  either  in  the 
early  spring,  when  the  free  river  dances  along  on  a 
full  current,  bearing  a  copious  harvest  of  the 
succulent  Olive  Dun,  or  the  tiny  but  still  more 
appetising  Iron  Blue,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion — 
and  I  think  I  shall  be  supported  by  most  experienced 
fishermen — neither  necessary  nor  sportsmanlike,  and 
reminds  me  of  an  acquaintance  of  mine  with  whom 
I  remonstrated  for  his  persistent  use  of  worm  and 
prawn  for  salmon,  when  the  pools  were  in  perfect 
order  for  fly,  and  who  answered  :  "  I  want  to  catch 
fish,  fairly  if  possible,  bub  still  to  catsh  them."  I 
can  aporeciate  and  understand  his  point  of  view, 
which  is,  alas!  that  of  to)  many.    One  wants  to 
catch  fish  for  the  p  it,  the  other  for  the  sport. 

I  should  not  have  inflicted  your  columns  with 
this  letter,  which  only  corroborates  what  has 
been  so  much  better  said  by  Mr.  Tod,  had  I  not 
felt  that  with  the  ever- increasing;  army  of  anglers, 
many  of  whom  necsssarily  are  beginners,  one 
cannot  too  strongly  mark  the  distinction  that 
exists  between  th^t  man  who  fishes  for  the  pjt  and 
the  sportsman. — Yours  truly,  Glanrhos. 


GUT. 

Deab  Sir, — In  further  reference  to  Mr.  Eldred'a 
paper  on  this  subject,  and  to  Mr.  Allcock's  letter 
and  your  own  notes  on  the  same — for  all  of  which  I 
feel  sure  your  readers  are  very  much  obliged — will 
you  please  allow  me  to  ask  the  following  questions 
through  the  Fishing  Gazette  ? 

1.  How  is  gut  affected  by  dampness  ? 

2.  Are  casts  injured  by  being  carried  in  a  damper  ? 
and,  if  so,  is  the  use  of  a  damper  advisable  in 
ordinary  wet-fly  fishing  ? 

3.  Can  frayed  gut  be  rendered  serviceable  again  ? 

4.  How  is  gut  affected  by  dust  ? — Yours  truly. 

T.  P.  M. 


HOW  TO  STAIN  GUT. 

De.\r  Sir,  —  An  extremely  useful  blue -green 
stain  for  gut  collars  for  surface  fishing  can  be 
readily  obtained  by  steeping  the  gut  in  the  effluent 
water  from  green  baize  "  stew"  !  I  have  also  fitted 
one  of  my  damper  boxes  with  green  baize  leaves 
with  equally  good  effect.  In  view  of  the  possi- 
bility of  det-^rioration  of  the  gut  through  the  use  of 
this  stain.  I  always  very  carefully  test  each  line 
before  u-jing,  but  sj  far  have  not  found  any  evil 
result?. — Yours  truly,  A.  Edward  Hobbs. 

Henley  on-Thames. 
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TO  STAIN  GUT. 
Deab  Sib, — If  "  X."  will  get  an  otdinary  bowl, 
Ruch  as  comes  up  with  the  breakfast  things,  and 
half  fill  it  with  warna  water,  and  then  empty  into 
this  a  penny  bottle  of  blue-black  ink,  stir  well  so 
that  the  ink  and  water  are  thoroughly  mixed,  and 
then  place  the  gut  to  be  stained  in  the  bowl.  After 
four  minutes  remove  the  gut  and  rinse  it  well  in 
cold  water.  He  should  see  that  he  gets  blue-blaok 
ink — the  faintest  bluish  tinge  is  the  best — the 
glitter  is  removed,  and  the  gut  as  seen  by  the  fish 
from  below,  with  the  sky  as  the  background,  is  less 
conspicuous  than  if  stained  a  darker  tinge. — -Yours 
truly.  Royal  Navy. 

•    FISHING  IN  THE  DEE,  NEAR  BANGOR. 

Deak  Sib, — I  shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents will  give  mo  the  following  informa- 
tion : — 

1.  What  coarse  fishing  is  there  to  be  had  in  the 
River  Dee,  near  Bangor  and  Erbistock,  and  whether 
free  or  permit  necessary  ? 

2.  What  coarse  fishing  is  there  in  EUesmere  Lake, 
and  best  tackle  to  use  in  August  ? 

3.  Whether  any  other  coarse  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood '! — Yours  truly,  Stonelands. 

SOME  GOOD  FISHING. 
Deab  Sib, — On  July  15  Messrs.  R?ed,  Kerr,  and 
Tuff,  the  members  of  Parliament  for  Grpenock, 
Preston,  and  Rochester,  visited  the  Fario  Fishery, 
Harrietsham,  Kent.  The  stock  of  trout  was 
greatly  admired,  also  the  plan  of  feeding  which 
teaches  them  from  infancy  to  take  their  food  from 
the  surface  of  the  water.  On  the  lakes  adjoining 
the  fishery  Mr.  Kerr  and  his  son  had  excellent  sport 
in  spite  of  the  weather — a  bright  day  without  a 
breath  of  wind.  They  succeeded  in  capturing  no 
fewer  than  eighty-seven  trout,  mostly  rainbow, 
some  of  them  scaling  over  2|lb.  The  way  they 
rose  to  the  fly  and  fought  when  hooked  was  a  treat 
to  behold,  and  Mr.  Kerr  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that,  of  all  his  fishing  experiences  in  Scotland  and 
Norway,  he  never  had  a  day  to  equal  this,  and  now 
is  bent  on  having  some  rainbows.  It  might  be  men- 
tioned that  these  fish  were  stocked  in  March,  1904, 
size  9in.,  and  in  April,  1904,  Mrs.  Mason  creeled 
two  which  together  weighed  41b.  14oz. — Yours 
truly,  E.  B.  Geierson. 

FISHING  IN  THE  SGILLY  ISLANDS, 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to 
fishing  in  the  Scilly  Isleuids  during  the  month  of 
September.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
truly.  Lex. 

EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  FEATHERS. 

Deab  Sib, — On  reading  your  valuable  paper, 
which  we  always  find  interesting,  we  see  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  Egyptian  geese.  We  always  have  a  lar  ge 
stock  of  these,  and  at  present  have  at  least  a  dozen 
we  can  spare  if  your  correspondent  "Sammak" 
applies  to  us ;  we  should  be  pleased  to  send  on 
approval,  and  they  are  much  lower  in  price  than 
previously. — Yours  truly,    S.  &  E.  G.  Mksseena. 

76,  Amhurst-road,  Hackney,  N.E. 


J    FISHING  NEAR  BLANDFORD,  DORSET. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  what  fishing  is  to  be  obtained  at  Fiddle- 
ford  Mills,  near  Blandford,  Dorset;  also  if  it  is 
good  ?— Yours  truly,  T.  S.  K. 

t  DISEASED  GOLDFISH  IN  SMALL  POND. 

Dear  Sib, — It  would  interest  me  very  much  tr> 
hear  from  Mr.  Browne  the  result  of  the  adoption  of 
my  suggested  treatment  of  his  afflicted  fish — that 
is,  if  he  "took  the  bull  by  the  horns"  and  did 
adopt  it !  With  small  fish  up  to  5in.  or  6in.  I  have 
found  it  very  successful,  and  have  had  further 
demonstration  of  the  fact  since  I  wrote  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Browne's  inquiry. — Yours  truly, 

Henley-on-Thames.  A.  Edward  Hobbs. 


FISHING  (SEA  AND  RIVER)  NEAR 
TORQUAY. 

Deab  Sib,  —  In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  H.  C.,"  the  sea  fishing  is  good  at  Torquay,  and  if 
he  will  put  himself  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Brown,  the 
boatman,  he  will  no  doubt  get  some  sport.  Pollack 
and  bass  are  the  principal  ones  taken,  but  now  the 
mackerel  are  coming  along,  and  should  afford  good 
sport.  There  are  also  piers  and  other  places  that 
can  be  fished  without  going  in  a  boat,  but,  of  course, 
the  best  fiah  are  taken  further  out.  With  regard  to 
the  river  fishing,  your  correspondent  will  have  to  go 
Borno  distance,  either  on  the  Teign  at  Ghagford  or 
Moreton  Hampstoad,  or  the  Dart  above  Totnes. 
each  place  is  easily  got  at  by  rail.  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  give  further  information  as  to  localities,  apart- 


ments, hotels,  and  flies,  etc.,  suitable,  if  favoured 
with  a  private  communication. — Yours  truly, 
195,  Union-street,  William  Heaedeb, 

Plymouth. 

BEST  TACKLE  FOR  "DROP  FISHING" 
MINNOW  FOR  TROUT,  PERCH,  ETC. 

Deab  Sir. — Could  you  or  any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  the  best  tackle  to  use  for 
minnow  dapping — that  is,  sink  and  draw  ?  I  have 
used  one,  two,  and  three  treble  hooks,  but  I  fail  to 
hook  the  trout  when  they  dash  at  the  minnow.  I 
would  be  obliged  if  anyone  could  give  me  any 
information  on  taskle  to  use  and  way  to  use  it. — 
Yours  truly,  G.  Austin. 

10,  Bell-lane,  Ludlow. 

[The  following  extract  from  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers'  catalogue  will  be  useful  to  our  corre- 
spondent.— Ed.] 

"Drop  Minnow  Fishing  for  Trout,  Perch,  Etc. 

"  This  is,  without  exception,  the  most  deadly 
system  of  fishing  for  trout,  perch,  and  pike  that  can 
be  practised.  So  deadly  is  it  that  we  have  heard 
south-country  anglers  call  it  poaching — a  view  we 
certainly  do  not  hold,  although  we  can  quite  see 
the  desirability  of  not  permitting  it  in  waters  where 
the  fish  are  scarce. 

"  It  is  not  very  well  known  in  the  south  of 
England,  but  in  the  north  it  is  much  practised,  and 
as  the  fish  taken  by  this  method  are  large,  the 
baskets  are  often  heavy. 

"  As  will  be  seen  on  referring  to  Plate  Page  138, 
Fig.  E,  our  special  tackle  consists  of  two  treble 
hooks  and  one  single  hook,  tied  to  a  piece  of  gut,  at 
the  end  of  which  is  a  fine  tapered  round  lead,  with 
a  brass  wire  running  through  it,  on  which  is  formed 
the  eve  to  which  the  gut  is  attached. 

"  To  Bait. — Hold  the  minnow  between  the  fore- 
finger and  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  and  taking  the 
tackle  in  the  right,  push  the  lead  well  into  the  bait. 
Turn  the  hooka  up  and  fix  them  in  the  side  with 
the  single  hook  through  the  tail. 

"  This  mode  of  fishing  is  well  adapted  for  taking 
large  fish  in  deep  water,  and  is  fished  as  follows : — 
Use  about  two  yards  of  line  from  the  point  of  the 
rod ;  drop  the  minnow  gently  in  by  the  side  of  a 
bush,  keeping  well  out  of  sight,  and  work  it  up  and 
down  by  letting  it  drop  about  two  feet  and  drawing 
it  up  again  to  within  a  foot  of  the  surface  of  the 
water.  Keep  on  repeating  this  sink  and  draw 
motion  until  you  feel  your  fish,  when,  steady  your 
rod,  give  him  time  to  turn,  strike  gently  but 
firmly,  and  you  will  be  pretty  certain  to  secure  him. 

"  In  this  style  of  fishing,  which  is  generally  over 
high  banks,  between  trees,  or  from  a  boat,  a  landing 
net  with  a  good  long  handle  is  indispensable. 

"Six  dozen  salted  minnows  suitable  for  above, 
post  free,  3s." 


FISHING  NEAR  CALGARY,  CANADA. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "Enquirer"  will  write  to  me,  I 
can  give  him  full  information  about  the  fishing  in 
the  neighbourhood  he  mentions. — Yours  truly, 

Moytura,  Cong,  Ireland.       Philip  L.  Briggs. 

[Glad  to  hear  the  artificial  Daddy-long-legs  answers 
fairly  well. — Ed.] 


ADDRESSES  OF  MAKERS  OF  FISHING  BOATS 
FOR  LARGE  LAKES  AND  RIVERS  WANTED. 

Sib, — -Seeing  your  advertisement  of  the  ,Fishing 
Gazette  in  the  German  Anglerzeitunj,  I  enclose 
stamps  for  copy,  and  should  be  glid  if  any  of  your 
readers  will  give  me  the  addresses  of  builders  of 
boats  suitable  for  fishing  for  great  lakes  and  rivers. 
— Truly  yours,  E.  Westphal. 

17,  Malteser  Strasse,  Bochum, 
Westphalia,  Germany. 

SOME  GOOD  CARP  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  know  of  a  large  pond  (about  two 
acres)  in  which  are  large  numbers  of  huge  carp, 
plenty  of  them  of  about  lOlb  ,  continually  jumping 
out  of  the  water.  Would  any  reader  kindly  tell  me 
a  good  way  to  catch  them,  as  up  till  now  I  have 
been  unsuccessful  ? 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers,  fond  of  carp 
fishins,  would  be  glad  to  know  of  the  place ;  if  so, 
I  would  be  pleased  to  show  them.  Tickets,  6d.  per 
day. — Yours  truly,  Eow.  W.  Dean. 

Cossington,  Canterbury. 

HINTS  ON  BAIT  PRESERVING. 

Dear  Sir, — The  idea  of  the  German  student 
mentioned  in  your  issue  of  July  15.  of  blowing  with 
a  pair  of  bellows  into  the  water  of  a  bait-can  con- 
taining livo  bait,  is  not  an  original  or  new  one. 
The  lute  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  in  his  inimitable 
"Book  on  Angling,"  fifth  edition,  1880,  page  123, 
tells  luH  readers  of  this  plan,  and  in  a  note  thereon 
also  informs  them  that,  "There  is  a  useful  little 
apparatus _  in  the  shape  of  a  compressible  india- 


rubber  ball  and  a  gutta-percha  tube  for  aerating 
the  water  in  a  bait-can," — Yours  truly, 

ICHABOD. 


WHICH  IS  BEST  ? 
Deab  Sib, — Would  one  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  an  opinion  as  to  which  of  the  three  lakes — 
Vyrnwy,  Bala,  or  Tal-y-Llyn — is  the  best  for  a 
comfortable  fishing  holiday  ?  and  oblige. — Youra 
truly,  J.  H.  Openshaw. 


FISHING  AT  WHITBY. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  spending  eight  days  at  Whitby 
in  the  middle  of  August,  and  should  be  glad  if  any 
of  your  readers  could  give  me  information  as  to  the 
fishing  there.  Any  advice  as  to  tackle,  baits,  etc., 
would  be  much  appreciated  by  yours  truly, 

F.  E.  Cotleb. 


FISHING  NEAR  CALGARY,  ALBERTA, 
CANADA. 

Deab  Sib, — It  may  interest  "Enquirer"  that  I 
received  a  letter  dated  April  27  last  from  my  son, 
C.  H.  Leigh,  address,  Innisfail,  Alberta,  Canada, 
wherein  he  states :  "If  you  love  fishing  you  ought 
to  be  right  here,  as  the  Americans  say.  I  have 
fished  for,  say,  ten  hours  all  told  '  spinning,'  and 
have  caught  ten  trout — 21b.,  41b.,  Iflb.,  5lb.,  51b., 
SJlb.,  4lb.,  61b.,  5ilb.,  and 2 Jib. ;  two  pike.  41b.  and 
l^lb. ;  two  gold  eye,  1  lb.  and  Jib. ;  and  six  suckers, 
from  Jib.  to  IJlb.  All  these  were  caught  with 
brown,  blue,  and  whitebait  phantom."  My  son 
did  not  mention  name  of  river,  but  I  atn  sure  he 
will  be  delighted  to  give  any  information  to 
"  Enquirer." — Yours  truly, 

E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  ORPINGTON, 
KENT. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  if  any  coarse  fishing  is  to  be  had 
within  an  easy  distance  of  Orpington ;  and  the 
charge  (if  any)  made  for  permission  to  fish  ?  And 
oblige — Yours  truly,  E.  R.  B. 

A  SMALL  SALMON  CAUGHT  NEAR 
SOUTHEND-ON-THAMES. 

Dear  Sib, — It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  a 
small  salmon  was  caught  in  the  whitebait  nets  at 
Westclift-on-Sea,  near  Southend,  on  either  Saturday 
or  Monday  last,  and  I  understand  there  have  been 
several  caught  lately. 

I  walked  out  on  the  mud  at  Westcliff,  and  about 
a  mile  from  the  shore  I  thought  I  saw  what  I  have 
always  been  led  to  believe  were  the  marks  in  the 
mud  where  the  bass  rout  out  the  worms.  Have 
you  ever  heard  of  them  coming  up  the  Thames  so 
far  ? — Yours  truly,  Arthur  J.  Cartland. 

[If  it  was  a  small  salmon  and  not  a  bull  trout  it  is 
very  interesting,  especially  if  such  fish  are  becoming 
more  plentiful.  I  am  sorry  to  tell  Mr.  Cartland  that 
I  did  not  know  bass  grubbed  out  worms  in  the  mud 
and  left  marks,  but  it  may  be  so,  and  I  hope  the 
bass  are  returning  to  the  Thamis  estuary.  Those 
interested  in  the  river  should  read  Dr.  Walsh's  very 
valuable  paper  which  I  am  giving  in]  the  Fishing 
Gazette. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  MILFORD  HAVEN. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  anything  about  the 
sea  fishing  from  Milford  Haven  ?  If  so,  you  will 
much  oblige. — Yours  truly,       John  T.  Harris. 

FISHING  AT  WHICHFORD  MILL  FISHERY. 

Deab  Sib, — I  witnessed  a  fine  catch  of  trout 
recently  in  the  middle  stretch  of  water  below 
the  mill  by  Mrs.  Cook,  five  fish  in  all — one  22in., 
one  15in.,  one  12 in.,  and  two  llin.  and  lljin.  in 
length,  all  in  splendid  condition  and  caught  within 
the  hour.  A  much  larger  fish  than  the  largest  men- 
tioned above  was  lost,  and  the  fishing  was  brought 
to  a  close  by  the  fading  light.  By  this  you  will  no 
doubt  gather  that  the  stream  is  now  well  stocked 
with  fish.— Yours  truly,  T.  B.  Foster. 

Whichford  Mill  Fishery, 

Shipston-on-Stour,  Warwickshire. 

GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  IN  SEPTEMBER 
WANTED. 

De-ab  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  recommend 
a  place  where  really  good  coarse  fishing  is  to  be  had 
at  a  moderate  outlay  ?  Three  of  us  wish  to  go  for 
about  a  week  or  ten  days  in  September.  Superior 
accommodation  is  not  necessary,  but  the  fishing 
must  be  really  good ;  pool,  river,  or  broad,  either 
would  be  suitable,  the  nearer  to  the  Midlands  the 
better,  though  we  are  prepared  to  go  any  reasonable 
distance.  Any  information  will  be  gladly  received 
by — Yours  truly,  R.  Muebay. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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obtained  at  Messrs.  \V.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Hallway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  tlie  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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Ctrrespondeats  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
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sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Mechanism  of  Short  Rising  Fish. 
Mr.  Edwap.d  Sturdy,  referring  to  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  interesting  letter  on  short  rising  fish  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  .July  2'2,  says:  — 

"Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  explanation  of  this  is 
ingenious  and  probably  well  founded.  For  any 
number  of  years  I  had  known  that  trout  taking  a 
biggish  object — like  a  cockchafer,  for  example — 
opened  wide  their  gill  covers,  showing  the  red 
inside,  but  I  had  associated  this  only  with  the 
process  of  swallowing :  and  it  does  small  credit  to 
my  powers  of  observation  that  I  have  not  noticed 
if  the  covers  be  opened,  as  Sir  Herbert  suggests, 
while  they  are  taking.  I  have  had  the  most  ample 
opportunities,  it  being  my  frequent  habit,  by  means 
of  a  blow-pipe,  to  tender  big  trout  the  grub  of 
daddy-long-legs  and  similar  dainties.  So  soon  as 
I  get  back  to  Dorset  I  hope  to  clear  up  this  one 
small  side  of  the  subject,  though,  as  is  remarked 
in  the  letter  referred  to,  there  is  no  remedy  for 
the  short  taking.  Knowledge,  however,  is  always 
desirable,  if  only  for  its  own  sake. 

"  The  difference  in  the  taking  of  salmon  in  the 
same  pool,  and  under  circumstances  apparently 
similar,  is  almost  incredible.  In  one  of  the  pools 
of  my  Evanger  section  of  Vosselven,  my  wife  and  I 
have  occasionally  had  up  to  a  dozen  rises,  hooking 
and  even  running  many  of  the  fish,  and  have  gone 
home  without  a  scale.  On  another  day  or  evening 
in  the  same  pool  we  may  land  a  hundred  pounds 
or  over  without  a  miss. 

"  Besides  the  two  methods  of  taking  mentioned 
by  Sir  Herbert,  I  have  once  experienced  a  third 
that  of  a  fish  expelling  an  imdesirable  morsel  past 
the  gills  out  under  the  gill  covers.  I  was  beginning 
to  fish  just  where  the  Voss  leaves  the  Evanger  Lake, 
and  not  to  miss  the  very  first  of  the  stream  had 
begun  a  trifle  too  high  up,  and  had  a  slack  line 
and  sunk  flies.  The  line  seeming  to  drag  some 
what,  1  struck,  and  found  myself  fast  in  a  fish. 
When  landed  in  the  first  pool  below  we  found  the 
line  down  its  mouth,  and  the  points  of  the  large 
(4-Oj  double  books  beyond  the  bends  outside  the 


gill  cover.  Thus  the  fish  was  killed  without  the 
hooks  penetrating  or  even  touching  it,  the  hold 
being  entirely  that  of  the  inner  bend  of  the  hooks 
on  the  edge  of  the  gill  cover,  and  a  very  sufficient 
hold,  too ! 

'  With  me  notable  salmon  incidents  have  a  way 
of  happening  in  pairs.  In  the  pool  in  which  this 
unlucky  fish  was  landed  I  soon  had  hold  of  another, 
which,  flapping  violently  as  we  tried  to  gafi  it, 
broke  the  hook  of  the  stretcher,  which  held  it  by 
the  point  of  the  no.se,  and  got  rehooked  by  the 
dropper  in  one  of  the  inner  rays  of  the  tail  fin — 
this  also  somewhat  unusual,  they  being  thinner 
and  much  less  exposed  than  the  outer  rays  by 
which  fish  are  frequently  hooked.  Both  fish  were 
about  the  same  size,  something  over  201b.'' 

The  incidents  related  by  Mr.  Sturdy  are  certainly 
extraordinary,  that  of  the  salmon  killed  with  the 
hook  protruding  through  the  gill  cover  quite  unique 
I  should  say — anyway,  I  remember  no  similar  case. 
Mr.  Sturdy  adds :  "Sport  here,  though  falling  off, 
is  good  enough  for  us,  two  of  141b.  and  18lb^  and 
a  grilse  of  5lb.  last  evening  (July  27),  and  one  of 
31  lb.  the  evening  before  is  about  the  type.  Mr. 
Thomas  Stanford,  after  his  deplorable  beginning 
owing  to  a  landslip,  writes  me  he  has  been  doing 
famously." 

"  Capture  of  a  Marked  Salmon." 
With  reference  to  the  note  Mr.  Malloch  sent  me 
about  the  capture  of  a  marked  salmon,  Mr.  W,  L, 
Calderwood  writes  to  me  as  follows: — 

"  July  31. 

I  notice  that  in  the  current  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  you  have  referred  to  the  recapture 
of  16b.  As  the  particulars  are  apparently  not 
quite  accurate,  I  send  the  details  set  down  in  my 
register  as  to  marking  and  recapture : 

^161b.,   36Jin.  ;  kelt,   F. ;   Feb.  11,  1904, 
,  P    )    Tummel,  Eaathaugh. 

1341b.,  43in.;  clean,  F. ;  July  17,  1905,  Tay, 
I  tidal  waters. 
"The  increase  in  weight  is  distinctly  good,  but  it 
is  of  course  eclipsed  by  the  Deveron  recapture, 
6541a,  which  you  may  recollect  was  referred  to  in 
the  second  report  on  the  marking  results  in 
Scotland : 

rl91b.,  38in.;  kelt.F.;  March  4, 1902,  Deveron, 
„_ j    Muiresk  (a  very  well-mended  kelt). 
b&4lA  j34ib.,  4Uin. ;  unspawned;  Oct.  22,  1902, 
I    Deveron,  Ardmiddle. 
"  This  is  an  increase  of  fifteen  pounds  in  seven 
and  a  half  months.". 

Fifteen  pounds  increase  in  a  fish's  weight  in 
seven  and  a  half  months  !  Prodeegious !  It  seems 
impossible,  only  one  is  reminded  of  Walton's 
remark  that  the  rapid  growth  of  salmon  is  nothing 
to  the  rapid  growth  of  geese.  It  is  interesting  to 
compare  the  weights  and  lengths  as  given  by  Mr. 
Calderwood  with  Mr.  Ed.  Sturdy's  really  wonderful 
scale.  One  would  expect  the  fish  as  a  kelt  to  be 
under  the  mark,  and  as  an  unspawned  fish  full  of 
large  eggs  over  the  mark  ;  and  that  is  just  what  we 
find.  By  the  scale  an  average  fish,  in  good  con- 
dition, length  38in.  weighs  about  23ilb.,  and  one  of 
41|in.  over  301b. 

By  the  way,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Calder- 
wood does  not  agree  with  my  remark  in  Fishing 
Gazette,  July  8,  that  "  it  seems  doubtful  if  the 
scale  test  will  ever  be  of  much  value,"  that  is,  as 
determining  the  age  of  fish  by  the  number  of  rings, 
etc.,  on  the  scale. 


A  Note  from  "  Benwyan." 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  send  you  a  few  more 
suggestive  sedges,  too  rough  to  be  of  much  use 
except  to  convey  ideas  to  a  fly-tier.  One  of  them 
has  for  wings  the  stripping  of  a  peacock  quill,  which 
might  be  dyed  to  colour,  and  for  body  the  burnt 
shaft  of  a  'Swan  White  Pine  Vesta,'  hackle, grouse, 
and  horns,  brown  mallard,  because  it  came  first  to 
hand.  Another,  the  same  charred  match,  and  wings 
landrail,  hackle  ditto.  Two  others  are  from  memory 
of  an  old  Sligo  pattern  which  Hugh  Bracken,  the 
keeper  at  my  cousins  of  Haslewood,  and  I  used  with 
effect,  and  tied  for  ourselves  when  I  was  young ; 


only  I  have  made  the  bodies  of  a  thin  india-rubber 
band,  and  the  rest  of  landrail  and  mallard,  but  in 
those  days  we  used  dark  mohair,  sometimes  with  a 
gold  tinsel  tag  end.  Rubber  bodies  and  eyed  hooks 
were  then  unknown. 

"Notwithstanding  some  lack  of  identity  as  to 
colour,  such  flies  used  to  take  trout  in  Glencar  and 
Cullogubuye  lakes  about  this  time  of  year. 

"  I  also  enclose  a  bit  of  swivel  chain  in  case  I 
have  not  sent  you  a  sample  already.  It  has  the 
advantage  of  weight  and  swivel  combined,  and 
greatly  reduces  the  twisting  of  one's  spinning  traces. 
The  gut  loops  are  a  mere  makeshift,  small  wire  ones 
soldered  on  by  a  jeweller  are  the  correct  thing.  I 
have  used  the  device  and  found  it  strong  enough  to 
kill  some  very  good  fish.  I  am  hoping  to  visit  some 
trout  streams  (white  and  brown  trout)  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  shortly,  now  that  a  little  rain  has  begun 
to  fall.— Sincerely  yours,  "  Benwvan." 

"  Benwyan "  is  wonderfully  clever  at  making 
imitations  of  sedges  out  of  the  most  unpromising 
materials.  The  bit  of  charred  match  whipped  to 
the  hook  gives  a  wonderful  brown  body — I  must  sav 
I  prefer  landrail  for  the  wings  to  the  peacock  quill, 
or  any  other  stiii'  material.  The  rubber-bodied 
sedge  reminds  me  of  flies  I  used  to  make  for  the 
Wandle  in  the  sixties,  but  I  fear  rubber  does  not 
stand  paraffin  long.  Yes,  "Benwj'an"  sent  me 
some  swivel  chain  some  years  ago  and  I  illustrated 
it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ;  it  has  the  appearance  of 
shot  threaded  close  together  on  a  bit  of  gut,  but  in 
this  chain  each  hollow  ball  acts  as  a  swivel.  I  hope 
"  Benwyan "  has  had  better  sport  in  North  of 
Ireland  than  I  did  recently— rivers  too  low  and 
warm  for  either  salmon  or  trout  to  take. 


How  TO  TIB  Trout  And  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling.' 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  tubiect."— Fishing  Gazette. 


Pike  and  Pain— A  Note  from  Mr.  Pine. 

"Aug.  1. 

'Dear  Makston,— Just'a  line  to  tell  you  of  a 
circumstance  which  goes  far  to  prove  that  fish 
have  very  little  feeling.  Two  friends  of  mine  were 
fishing  a  part  of  the  Medway  known  as  the  '  old 
river,'  near  Yalding.  One  of  them  hooked  and 
landed  a  small  pike  of  about  1  lb.  The  fish  was 
rather  badly  hooked,  but  the  captor  said  he  would 
give  it  a  chance,  and  returned  it  to  the  water. 
Before  doing  so,  however,  he  cut  o£E  part  of  one 
fin  in  order  to  test  the  rapidity  of  its  growth  if  he 
ever  caught  it  again  in  years  to  come.  In  less 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ray  friend  caught  the 
same  fish  !  This  is  an  absolute  fact,  and  can  be 
vouched  for. 

"On  Thursday  I  start  for  Penzance  for  some 
sea-fishing.  Your  accounts  of  the  sport  there  are 
so  very  tempting  that  I  am  going  to  sample  the 
place.  A  friend  of  mine  is  taking  his  steam  yacht 
down  there,  so  we  shall  be  able  to  reach  the  better 
and  more  remote  fishing  grounds.  Thus  you  see 
that  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  responsible  for  an 
extra  holiday. 

"I  hope  to  go  to  Blagdoa  in  September,  and 
shall  remind  you  of  your  kind  promise  to  send  me 
a  pattern  fly.'' 

Mr.  W.  H.  Aldam  and  Eyed  Hooks,  Spent 
Wickhams,  and  Blue  Dun  Bantams. 

Mr.  John  J.  Bolding,  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  sends  me  the  fol- 
lowing notes :  — 

"  In  several  references  as  to  the  revival  of  eyed 
hooks,  I  do  not  see  Mr.  W.  H.  Aldam's  name 
associated  with  Messrs.  Hall  and  Bankart.  I 
believe  Mr.  E.  A.  Holroyd,  tackle  manufacturer, 
of  Gracechurch-street,  took  considerable  trouble  to 
get  him  suitable  hooks  manufactured.  I  feel  sure 
neither  of  these  two  gentlemen  would  wish  to 
deprive  Mr.  Aldam  of  his  share  of  anglers'  gratitude. 
Would  they  kindly  give  fuller  information  ? 

"  S2}ent  Wichhams.—I  think  Mr.  J.  Le  Veneur 
is  not  quite  correct  as  to  Mr.  G.  S.  Marryat's  Red 
Spinner,  with  hackle  point  wings,  being  dressed 
spent-gnat  fashion.  Mr.  Halford,  in  'Dry-Fly 
Entomology,'  1897,  gives,  wings  two  blue  dun 
cock's  hackle  points,  but  in  the  '  Country  Life 
Library  of  Sport,'  Vol.  1,  page  321,  1904  edition, 
Mr<  H.  gives,  wings  two  blue  dun  cock's  hackles 
set  on  horizontally. 

"Mr.  James  Macrae  had  white  moths  tied  in 
spent-gnat  fashion  before  1882;  but  the  present 
Holroyd  Brothers  could  not  give  exact  date  when 
their  late  imcle,  mentioned  above,  first  so  dressed 
these  white  moths. 

"I  killed  a  trout  over  lib.  in  Yorkshire  in 
August,  1883,  on  one  of  these  flies,  and  since  that 
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date  have  often  dressed  and  killed  with  other  kinds 
of  flies  tied  spent-gnat  fashion,  but  not  with 
hackle  point  wings,  ordinary  feathers  being  used  as 
in  these  white  moth  flat-winged  flies.'-' 

I  knew  Mr.  Aldam,  but  if  I  ever  knew  that  he 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  introduction  ("  revival " 
Mr.  Holding  calls  it,  and  it  is  true  Wheatloy,  in 
his  "Rod  and  Line,"  published  in  1849,  advocates 
eyed  hooks  for  flies  and  used  them ;  I  have  one  or 
two  of  them,  and  they  are  very  good)  of  eyed 
hooks  for  flies  I  have  quite  forgotten  it.  In  his 
"  Quaint  Treatise  "  the  flies  are  all  dressed  on  gut, 
on  excellent  blue  steel  hooks.  Mr.  Bolding  asks 
me  if  I  have  got  hold  of  any  blue  dun  bantams, 
and  that  he  hears  such'  birds  are  to  be  got.  I  wish 
I  did  know ! 


Four  Trout  on  at  Once  in  Loch  Leven. 
Mr.   Robert  Turnbull,  of  10,  Hanover-street, 
Edinburgh,  writes  on  July  28:  — 

"  We  also  want  water  here  badly.  Did  you  see 
what  a  turn  Loch  Leven  has  taken  since  last 
Saturday  ?  On  that  day  one  of  my  clients  had  on 
at  the  same  time  four  trout.  31b.,  ilb.,  ^Ib.,  and 
l|lb.,  lost  the  two  on  the  tail  and  bob  flies,  and 
got  the  other  two  small  ones — surely  a  case  of 
attempted  suicide." 

Then  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  kindly  sent  me  this  cutting 
from  the  Scotsman  of  July  29 : — 

"Loch  Leven. 
Good  sport  continues  to  be  got  here  with  the 
fly.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  sunshine  during  the 
forenoon  yesterday,  but  in  the  afternoon  the  sky 
became  clouded  over,  and  with  a  fine  breeze  from 
the  south-west  anglers  had  well-filled  creels.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Morrison,  Kirkmichael,  Perthshire,  and 
Messrs.  H.  B.  and  J.  B.  F.  Watson,  Milnathort, 
had  sixteen  trout,  17lb. ;  Mr.  Gran,  Leith,  nineteen 
trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Bennet,  Edinburgh,  twelve 
trout,  131b. ;  Messrs.  Tanqueray  and  Mr.  Pyatt, 
Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout.  121b.  The  following 
returned  late  last  night:— Mr.  J.  B.  Mills,  Dundee, 
and  Mr.  G.  B.  Black,  Tayport,  thirty-two  trout, 
31  lb. ;  Captain  Balmain,  twenty  trout,  21  lb.,  Mr. 
Bedell  Sivright,  North  Queensferry,  thirteen  trout, 
13lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Scott,  Cheshire,  eighteen 
trout,  151b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Myles,  Glasgow,  twelve  trout, 
111b. ;  Mr.  Nasmyth,  Glenfarg,  five  trout,  4lb.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Hutchison,  Kirkcaldy,  four  trout,  6lb. ;  Messrs. 
Gilmour,  Paisley,  three  trout,  4lb.  12oz. ;  Mr. 
M'Creath,  Glasgow,  five  trout,  41b.  Soz."- 

Silkworm  Gut. 

Forest  and  Stream,  of  July  22  reprints  Mr. 
Eldred's  paper  on  silkworm  gut  given  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  recently.  I  am  very  glad  to  see 
that  my  remarks  on  the,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
absurdity  of  bleaching  silkworm  gut  (which  is 
naturally  colourless),  so  that  anglers  have  to  dye 
it  to  get  rid  of  the  objectionable  bleached  appear- 
ance, has  induced  Mr.  S.  AUcock  to  take  up  the 
matter  again.  I  can  hardly  believe  that  the  trade 
will  refuse  to  buy  gut  in  the  state  anglers  would 
prefer  to  have  it — namely,  unbleached. 


Turtle  Culture  in  Japan. 

Some  time  last  year  a  firm  of  London  merchants 
asked  me  if  I  knew  if  turtles  were  bred  for  the 
market.  I  replied  that  I  did  not.  In  the  New 
York  Forest  and  Stream  for  J\i\y  15  I  see  a  long 
and  interesting  illustrated  account  of  the  successful 
commercial  breeding  of  the  snapping  turtle  for  the 
market  in  Japan. 


For  the  Widow  and  Children. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  those  who  knew  that  very 
keen  angler  and  pisciculturist,  the  late  Mr.  A.  E. 
Armstrong,  may  be  able  to  respond  to  the  appeal 
which  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  of  Reading,  makes  in 
our  columns  this  week.  I  have  often  heard  the 
late  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  refer  to  the  good  work 
Mr.  Armstrong  did  gratuitously  in  the  interests  of 
Thames  Preservation  and  Thames  anglers. 

Weymouth  Sea  Fishing  Festival. 
Sea  fishing  at  Weymouth  seems  to  be  good  in 
the  summer  as  well  as  in  the  winter.  At  the  recent 
(4ea  fishing  festival  about  .'J.501b.  were  weighed  in. 
Mr.  Samuel  11.  Wallis,  the  president,  managed  to 
win  the  first  prize  for  aggregate  score  and  second 
medal  for  heaviest  fish  (lOAlb.),  but  was  beaten 


with  a  141b.  He  had  altogether  a  medal  and 
three  first  prizes. 


A  Resourceful  Angler, 

The  other  day  Mr.  Reginald  J.  Smith,  K.C.,  told 
me  a  good  fishing  yarn.  A  salmon  angler  fishing 
from  the  bank  hooked  a  fish  which  took  him  down- 
stream at  a  great  rate.  Presently  two  trees  at  the 
water's  edge  made  it  impossible  for  the  angler  to 
follow,  so  all  his  line  was  running  out ;  with  a  flash 
of  inspiration  he  cut  it,  seized  the  kccprrs  hat, 
secured  it  to  the  line,  and  threw  it  into  the  river. 
The  hat  marked  the  line,  which  was  afterwards 
recovered  and  the  fish  landed. 


Great  Take  of  Perch  with  the  Fly. 

It  is  well  known  that  perch  will  take  a  fly 
occasionally  and  in  some  waters  very  freely,  but  I 
think  Mr.  John  B.  Parkes,  who  recently  took  quite 
500  in  a  week,  beats  all  records  at  perch  catching 
with  the  fly,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
account  from  the  Birmingham  Evening  Desjiatch 
of  July  25:  — 

"  Eighteen  months  ago  a  Mr.  J.  B.  Parkes,  who 
is  well  knoWn  in  Birmingham  business  and  sporting 
circles,  won  the  chief  trophy  competed  for  at  the 
National  Gun  Club  at  Hendon,  Mr.  Parkes  killing  a 
number  of  bu-ds  in  sequence  which  made  his  name 
known  everywhere  as  a  pigeon  shot.  Apparently 
Mr.  Parkes  was  born  to  achieve  distinction  in  sport. 
He  is  one  of  the  subscribers  to  the  trout  fishery  at 
Whitacre.  There  are  some  very  fine  fish  there,  but 
of  late  the  chief  sport  has  been  to  catch  the  perch, 
with  which  the  water,  unfortunately  for  the  trout, 
abounds.  Now  perch  do  not  as  a  rule  take  a  fly, 
and  only  fly  fishing  is  allowed  at  Whitacre.  But 
one  day  last  week  the  perch  were  going  at  every- 
thing, and  Mr.  Parkes  took  no  less  than  164  in  a 
single  day.  He  caught  over  100  another  day,  64  on 
another,  and  altogether  took  quite  500  in  the  course 
of  the  week.  I  know  men  who  have  fished  with 
the  fly  for  twenty  years  and  have  never  caught  a 
perch.  I  should  imagine  that  Mr.  Parkes'  perfor- 
mance is  easily  a  record.'' 

The  perch  averaged,  Mr.  Parkes  informs  me, 
about  three  to  the  pound,  and  were  all  taken  on 
that  excellent  general  fly  for  trout,  sea-trout,  chub, 
and  evidently  perch,  the  "  Invicta,"  invented  and 
dressed  by  Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb- 
street,  Cheltenha  m.  Mr.  Ogden  makes  it  in  differen  t 
sizes.  I  have  found  it  good  for  evening  fishing 
dressed  on  a  Number  11  or  12  hook  and  fished  dry. 
It  should  be  noted  that  perch  are  not  wanted  in 
the  Whitacre  fishery,  as  they  take  the  food  the 
trout  should  get. 


A  Suggested  Anglers'  Correspondence  Circle. 

Mr.  John  D.  Whish,  an  American  angler,  makes 
an  interestmg  suggestion  m  Forest  and  Stream  : 

"Albany,  N.Y.,  June  2%. —Editor  Forest  and 
Stream :  So  much  real  pleasure  have  I  had  from 
chance  correspondence  with  anglers  in  this  and 
other  countries  that  I  could  wish  for  all  of  the 
Waltonian  brotherhood  an  equal  gratification.  To 
this  end  I  suggest  the  formation  of  a  correspondence 
circle,  national  or  international,  as  may  seem  best, 
to  include  all  those  who  foUow  the  example  of  the 
apostle  of  old  and  go  a-fishing. 

"  Collectors  of  various  things  have  something  of 
the  kind,  so  I  am  told,  and  find  both  profit  and 
pleasure  from  it.  Why  not  fishermen  ?  The  details 
of  such  a  circle  could  easily  be  worked  out,  and 
perhaps  others  besides  myself  have  thought  of  it. 
Their  opinions  would  be  interesting  to  readers  of 
your  columns. 

"  In  the  belief  that  fishing  acquaintances  as  well 
as  fishing  friends  are  the  pleasantest  we  make,  and 
in  the  hope  that  the  'Petri  Heil '.  of  the  hearty 
German  angler  may  one  day  be  as  familiar  to 
English  ears  as  it  is  to  those  of  his  own  race, 
I  am,  cordially  yours, 

"John  D.  Whish,  Secretary, 
"New  York  Forest,  Fish,  and  Game  Commission." 

Forest  and  Stream  and  the  Fishing  Gazette  have 
given  publicity  to  the  idea ;  it  remains  to  be  seen 
if  it  will  catch  on. 

"The  Fly  in  the  Ointment." 

A  writer  in  Forest  and  Stream  has  this  timely 
protest    against    the  use    of    that    cockney  ism 


"  speckled  beauties,"  which  ought  to  become  extinct,  < 
together  with  "finny  tribe  "  and  "denizens  of  the  | 
deep": —  1 

"Perth   Amboy,   N.   J. — Editor    Forest  and 
Stream  :  In  your  issue  of  July  1  is  a  very  readable 
story,  entitled,  •  We  Three  in  Canada.'    Attention  is  i 
called  to  it  editorially,  at  the  top  of  the  cover,  as 
'An  Unique  Outing.'    And  yet  the  writer  calls  ( 
brook  trout  '  speckled  beauties.' 

"  Goshallfishhooks !    Is  there  anything  unique  j 
about  that  ?    I  certainly  thought  that  th.a.t  thread-  I 
bare  abomination,  with  some  others,  had  been  long 
ago  placed  upon  your  index  ejcpurgatorius.    Am  i 
I  wrong  ?  "  J.  L.  K".  ' 


Report  of  Fish  Killed  by  Lightning  in  Germany. 

According  to  the  Allgemeine  Deutsche  Fischerei 
Zeitung  of  Munich,  during  a  heavy  thunderstorm 

on  July  6  last  the  lightning  struck  the  electrical  , 

works  at  Widdern,  near  Neckarsulm,  but  without  \ 

setting  fire  to  them,  passed  on  from  there  through  ] 

the  Kattach  as  far  as  Jagstbriicke,  and  on  this  j 

stretch  of  water  killed  all  the  fish,  which  then  i 

floated  on  the  surface  in  heaps.  ' 

Great  Loss  of  Fish  feom  the  Deought  at  j 

HUNINQEN. 

The    great    fish    breeding    establishment    at  I 
Huningen,  Germany,  has  lost  many  thousands  of  i 
fish  this  summer  as  a  consequence  of  the  long 
continued  drought.    The  springs  dried  up  in  a 
way  unprecedented  in  the  fifty  years'  history  of  the 
establishment.  g  Marston. 


THE  "GKAVITY"  SPINNING  BAIT.*  " 


The  following  are  some  of  the  advantages  claimed 
for  this  new  bait :  — 

"  The  bait  consists  of  a  light,  hollow,  and  practi- 
cally watertight  metal  body  revolving  on  a  central  ■ 
spindle.  This  hollow  body  can  be  wholly  or  partly 
filled  with  water  in  a  few  seconds,  and  retains  the 
same,  practically  unaltered  in  quantity,  during  and 
after  the  cast. 

"  The  added  weight  of  water,  after  it  has  served 
its  purpose  in  carrying  the  bait  out  the  necessary 
distance,  instantly  disappears  as  soon  as  the  bait 
falls  into  the  lake  or  stream,  since  water  weighs 
nothing  in  water. 

"The  weight  and  buoyancy  of  the  bait  can  thus  .' 
be  instantly  adapted  to  the  distance  to  be  cast  and  i 
the  depth  of  water  to  be  fished.  ,■ 

"Cast  out  empty,  the  bait  will  travel  a  fair  ; 
distance,  and  when  drawn  in  spins  right  on  the 
top  of  the  water,  a  useful  quality  when  fishing 
over  weeds  or  in  very  shallow  water. 

"When  half  full  the  bait  becomes  slightly  heavier 
than  water,  can  be  cast  a  considerable  distance, 
and  will  spin  slowly  in  three  feet  of  water  without 
fouling  the  bottom. 

"Completely  filled  the  bait  (in  a  medium  size) 
weighs  one  ounce,  and  while  heavy  enough  to  cast 
a  long  distance  is  still  sufliciently  buoyant  for 
searching  dead  water  of  moderate  depth. 

"  The  bait  spins  well  even  at  the  slowest  pace. 
No  lead  is  necessary  on  the  trace,  though  a  small 
swivel- compeller  is  advisable." 

Last  Saturday  I  tried  one  of  Mr.  Crossle's  very 
ingenious  baits  in  weedy  water  not  twelve  inches  ! 
deej),  and  I  found  it  answered  admirably,  spinning 
just  under  the  surface  (you  can,  as  he  points  out,  \ 
regulate  it  to  spin  at  any  depth  by  merely  adding  j 
water),  and  spinning  well  when  almost  not  moving. 
Mr.  Crossle  has  some  improvements  to  add,  but  \ 
personally  I  should  much  like  to  have  a  set  in 
different  sizes  just  as  it  is.    The  spin  is,  if  any-  I 
thing,  too  perfect,  and  Mr.  C.  intends  to  make 
some  baits  with  a  wobbling  spin.    The  cost  of  I 
production  will  be  extremely  small,  even  when  a  | 
more  fishlike  shape  is  adopted  than  that  of  the  | 
sample  I  tried,  with  which  1  was  much  pleased,  | 
and  so  was  a  good  practical  angler  who  was  fisbing 
with  me.    There  were  no  pike  in  the  water,  but  | 
I  am  sure  where  there  are  any  and  they  are  on 
the  feed  they  will  "take  it  every  time,'-  as  our  ! 
American  friends  say.  R.  B.  M. 


*  Invented  by  Leonard  CrossU;,  18,  Gorst  road, 
Wandsworth  Common,  S.W.  Provisional  protec- 
tion granted  June  13,  1905. 
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IN  DEFAULT  OF  A  KISE. 


The  cathedral  clock  was  chiming  the  hour  of  five 
as  the  loop  of  the  tapered  reel  line  was  drawn 
through  the  top  ring  of  the  little  Oft.  "  Leonard '' 
— just  below  the  spot  where  the  first  rising  fish  is 
usually  to  be  spotted.  He  may  have  been  there, 
but  he  was  not  in  evidence.  In  the  last  quarter 
of  an  hour  the  fleecy  clouds  had  assumed  a 
threatening  hue,  and  there  was  beginning  to  be 
a  sense  of  oppression  about  the  air.  One,  two, 
three  hundred  yards  of  river  were  carefully  recon- 
noitred without  a  moving  fish  being  noted.  Then 
an  inspection  of  culverts,  wooden  bridges,  hatches, 
and  carriers  in  the  neighbourhood  was  rigidly 
conducted,  but  without  result.  Never  a  rise  was 
to  be  seen.  Back  we  come  to  the  main  river  again, 
and  move  slowly  up,  narrowly  watching  every  likely 
spot.  Hitherto  not  a  cast  has  been  made,  and  it 
is  nearing  six.  Let  us  rest  awhile  at  this  fence. 
There  was  once — many  years  agone — an  old  wooden 
bridge  which  connected  the  meadows  on  our  bank 
(the  right)  with  that  on  the  left.  Not  a  trace  of  it, 
not  a  vestige,  remains,  but,  just  as  if  it  were  there 
still,  the  trout  which  haunt  this  spot  are  always  on 
the  feed  like  trout  at  a  bridge,  if  any  trout  are 
moving  anywhere.  Yes — against  that  pile  of  cut 
weed  lodged  under  the  far  bank  surely  there  is 
something  nuzzling.  Twice  he  moves  at  something, 
and  again.  The  Pale  Watery  Dun  which  we  have 
on  is  as  likely  as  anything.  It  floats  over  him 
once  and  he  stops,  and  does  not  come  on  again. 
Another,  however,  is  moving  in  the  same  way  a 
few  yards  higher,  but  he,  too,  stops  the  second  he 
■-  is  covered.  So  a  third,  and  then  we  are  past  the 
region  of  the  old  bridge  and  of  rises. 

Seven  o'clock  and  nothing  done — not  a  chance 
afforded.  This  is  getting  tedious.  Let  us  stroll 
over  to  the  side  stream  and  see  if  anything  is 
moving  there.  Not  a  fin.  Usually  just  below  the 
wooden  cart-bridge — (a  foot  above  the  water)  which 
spans  the  stream  here — a  fish  is  to  be  seen  lying 
out  on  the  clean  white  gravel  patch,  but  we  can  see 
nothing.  Still  it  is  just  possible  there  may  be 
something  over  the  weed  at  the  side,  and  really 
the  little  "Leonard"  is  delicious  to  cast  with, 
even  if  one  is  taking  no  fish.  Moreover,  "  Tup's 
Indispensable,"  titd  on  gut,  with  two  round-bend 
cypher  hooks,  has  a  way  of  extracting  trout  under 
apparently  unfavourable  conditions.  The  trout  are 
a  bit  shy  of  the  floating  fly.  Let  us  try  it  frpnkly 
wet.  Five,  six,  ten  casts  are  fruitless,  but  at  the 
eleventh — well,  the  gut  draws  faintly  on  the  surface 
as  if  the  fly  had  caught  in  something  below.  It 
has,  and  forthwith  trout  No.  1  is  haled  protesting 
down  from  his  holt  into  the  expectant  net.  Not 
a  big  fish — short  of  a  pound  perhaps,  but  he  breaks 
the  egg,  and  on  such  a  day  that  is  something  to 
be  thankful  for.  As  we  cross  the  wood  bridge — 
thoughtlessly  omitting  to  cast  atrain — another  and 
a  better  fish  darts  up  under  its  shelter,  and  we 
anathematige  our  carelessness  for  not  trying  the 
place  out.  The  next  place  is  a  little  side  ditch, 
which,  when  it  has  water  coming  through  it,  often 
carries  surprisLogly  good  fish.  Fai*  too  little  water 
is  coming  through  it  this  evening,  but  still  there 
are  two  or  three  spots  where  the  water  is  seen  to 
be  moving,  and  if  there  are  any  trout  there  they 
will  be  feeding.  Nothing  breaks  the  surface  except 
the  "Indispensable"  as  it  falls  softly  and  goes 
under.  Yet  out  of  that  thirty  yards  or  so  of 
nine-foot  ditch  we  get  three  trout — two  to  go  back 
truly,  but  the  best  the  right  side  of  a  pound  and 
in  nice  fettle.  Following  the  stream  up  beyond 
the  patch  we  pick  up  and  return  another  under- 
sized fish  in  the  fast  water  above.  The  stream 
from  which  the  water  comes  is  a  wilderness  of  weed, 
and  gives  scarce  a  place  to  plant  a  fly,  and  after 
catching  another  llin.  infant  and  returning  him, 
and  after  getting  hung  up  two  or  thrpe  times  in 
-  giant  rushes,  and  nearly  wearing  out  one  of  those 
priceless  flies  (they  take  quite  twenty  minutes  apiece 
to  tie)  in  extracting  it,  we  give  it  up  and  return  to 
the  wooden  cart-bridge.  Still  no  fish  is  visible,  but 
once  again,  after  a  few  casts,  there  is  seen  the  tiny 
draw  of  the  gut  as  it  floats  down,  and  the  mounting 
rod  arches  to  meet  the  strain  of  the  best  fish  so  far. 
One  pound  six  ounces  he  scales.  There  was  a  tish 
we  missed  in  the  ditch  which  might  perhaps  be 
worth  trying  again  after  the  rest  he  has  had.  If 
he  has  not  gone  right  down  he  should  be  in  that 
neck  where  the  current  draws  together.  Again 
there  is  that  drawing  of  the  gut  on  the  surface,  and 
the  response  fixes  the  double  in  the  upper  lip  of 
the  fellow  to  our  last — "the  very  spit  of  him,"  as 


Mr.  Mulvaney  used  to  say.  Back  once  more  at  the 
main  stream  we  find  two  fish  rising  in  the  middle, 
and  get  them  both  to  the  "Tup,"  wet — but  they 
are  short  by  an  inch  of  the  limit,  and  go  back 
to  grow. 

Nothing  seems  to  be  moving  above,  so  we  drift 
down  again  on  the  look-out  for  a  banker,  and 
presently  we  detect  a  movement,  not  a  rise,  a 
yard  or  so  out  from  our  own  bank.  Creeping  up 
on  all  fours  we  drop  the  "  Tup  "  half  a  dozen  inches 
above  him — wet  as  before — and  lifting  the  rod  point 
by  some  instinct  at  the  psychological  moment  we 
are  into  a  fine  bustling  fish  which  gives  a  grand 
fight  for  his  life,  and  is  finally  dug  out  of  the  weeds 
at  our  feet  by  aid  of  the  landing-net.  One  pound 
ten  ounces  he  scales.  Nothing  great,  but  a  pleasant 
topping  to  the  two  brace  which  are  pulling  on  the 
shoulder-strap.    And  so,  home  along. 

Now  this  does  not  pretend  to  be  anything  but 
a  very  modest  evening's  sport.  Still,  of  its  kind  it 
was  sport,  and  good  sport,  and  interesting  at  that. 
Had  we  stuck  to  the  dry-fly  rigidly,  had  we  been 
orthodox  and  waited  for  a  rise,  we  should  probably 
have  come  home  with  a  toom  creel  and  a  resolution 
to  forswear  fly  fishing  in  July.  A  determined 
search  for  feeding  fish,  however,  in  places  where,  if 
fish  be,  they  are  sure  to  be  feeding — not  necessarily 
on  the  surface,  but  still  feeding — and  a  presenta- 
tion to  them  of  the  fly  under  water,  and  coming 
to  them  as  the  nymphs  on  which  they  were  probably 
feeding  must  be  coming,  brought  its  reward,  not 
only  in  the  capture  of  the  fish,  but  also  in  the 
pleasure  of  detecting  the  rise,  if  one  may  so  call 
the  movement  to  the  fly  which  never  once  on 
any  occasion  broke  the  surface.  When  trout  are 
bulging — swashing  violently  to  and  fro — and  making 
big  waves  and  wallows  it  is  diflScult  to  time  the 
strike  precisely,  but  when  they  move  to  the  fly 
below  the  water — never  breaking  the  surface,  and 
at  most  making  the  faintest  little  heave  of  the 
surface  above  them — they  take  with  a  sweet  sure- 
ness  which  is  like  a  first-rate  cricketer  taking  a  hot 
catch  which  comes  straight  to  his  hands  in  the  slips. 

Occasionally  writers  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  say 
of  a  water  (the  Colne  at  Fairford  was,  I  think, 
mentioned  the  other  day)  that  the  dry-fly  only  is 
allowed.  That  raking  the  water  with  a  team  of 
flies  fished  down-stream  is  to  be  deprecated,  and 
may  properly  be  barred  on  such  a  water,  is,  I  think, 
indisputable,  but  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such 
wet-fly  work  as  here  described,  where  the  fly  is  always 
directed  upstream  to  a  particular  fish,  or  at  least 
at  a  place  where  he  may  be  expected  to  be,  should 
come  under  the  ban  of  the  most  rigid  of  purists. 

Val  Conson. 


JAPANESE  FISHEEIES. 


It  is  wonderful  how  Japan  has  managed  to 
dispense  this  year  with  supplies  from  Saghalien. 
Herrings  arrive  twice  a  year  on  the  Saghalien  coasts. 
The  shoals  come  very  near  to  the  shore,  and  some- 
times a  whole  shoal  stops  so  near  the  shore  that  at 
the  time  of  reflux  part  of  it  remains  on  the  sand,  so 
that  the  fishing  folk  are  able  to  pick  the  herrings  up 
with  shovels.  The  same  thing  occurs  every  year, 
during  the  spring  as  well  as  during  the  summer, 
but  at  the  latter  season  the  fish  are  less  numerous. 
As  regards  appearance,  the  summer  herring  differs 
from  that  of  the  spring  by  being  smaller,  but  at  the 
same  time  more  rounded  and  fatter.  As  soon  as 
the  herrings  are  captured,  the  Japanese  manufacture 
their  manure.  They  only  leave  the  fish  on  the 
shore  for  a  short  time,  and  then  cook  them  in  large 
basins.  When  the  cooking  is  deemed  sufficient,  they 
withdraw  the  herrings,  which  are  then  put  under 
pressure,  so  that  the  water  and  fat  are  squeezed  out 
of  each  separate  fish.  That  operation  over,  the 
Japanese  place  the  fish,  which  no  longer  possess  any 
form,  upon  the  ground,  covered  with  mats  made  of 
rice  straw.  It  is  then  nothing  but  a  kind  of  paste, 
which  is  exposed  to  dry  in  the  sun.  In  wet  weather 
it  is  protected  from  the  rain  and  then  packed  into 
bags.  The  manure  obtained  in  this  way  is  excellent, 
and  admirably  suited  for  the  cultivation  of  rice. 
Regarding  its  use  for  the  mulberry  tree,  the  Japanese 
say  that,  although  good,  the  results  are  less  satis- 
factory. The  Japanese  do  not  employ  all  the 
herrings  they  catch  as  manure  ;  they  put  a  certain 
part  in  reserve  for  their  food  during  the  winter.  To 
preserve  the  fish  they  first  gut  and  clean  them,  then 
they  salt  and  place  them  in  reverse  position  on  the 
matting,  laid  upon  a  bed  of  salt.  When  they  have 
thus  finished  a  row  they  again  lay  a  bed  of  salt,  on 


which  they  place  another  row  of  fish.  After  having 
added  a  third  layer  of  salt  they  add  another  row  of 
fish  that  this  time  they  place  vertically  to  the  first, 
and  so  on,  until  the  heap  of  fish,  which  will  be 
wrapped  into  rice  straw  mats,  become  about  a  yard 
high.  Its  width  is  always  from  4ift.  to  5ft.  The 
quantity  of  herrings  exported  each  year  amounts 
sometimes  to  .5000  tons. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Globe  likewise  points 
out  that  the  Russians  converted  the  island  into  a 
penitentiary  colony,  where  the  convicts  and  their 
issue  number  about  30,000.  They  were  given  the 
charge  of  colonising  the  island,  a  task  that  they 
performed  with  as  little  eagerness  as  success.  The 
natives  are  very  primitive  and  very  wild,  but  at 
the  same  time  quite  harmless  ;  they  are  known  by 
the  name  of  the  (luiliaks  and  the  Ainus,  and  they 
camp  along  the  large  rivers  of  the  island — that  is 
to  say,  the  Tyme  and  the  Peronai.  Now  that  the 
Japanese  are  in  possession  they  are  the  masters  of 
the  fishing  in  the  northern  seas  of  the  Far  East ; 
and,  with  excellent  ground,  professors  and  journalists 
in  Japan  affirm  that  Saghalien  will  be  a  much  greater 
advantage  to  them  than  it  was  to  the  Russians. 
Already  the  specialists,  such  as  Professor  Tonizu, 
foresee  that  Japan's  annuahprofits  from  the  fisheries, 
which  has  hitherto  amounted  to  £300,000,  will  rise 
at  once  to  about  £1,200,000,  and  that  later,  when 
full  attention  has  been  given  to  pisciculture,  it  will 
be  easy  to  get  a  revenue  exceeding  £3,000,000  a 
year.  There  is  less  exaggeration  than  one  might 
suppose  in  these  claims.  The  herring  has  abandoned 
the  Japanese  waters,  having  undoubtedly  been 
frightened  by  the  boats,  which  became  more  and 
more  numerous.  They  like  quietness  and  dislike 
noise,  and  sometimes  the  firing  of  a  gun  is  quite 
enough  to  make  a  whele  shoal  leave  the  bay  where 
it  had  taken  up  its  quarters.  All  this,  however, 
does  not  mean  that  fish  are  scarce  in  the  seas  and 
rivers  of  Japan,  but  they  are  sensibly  fewer  than 
in  the  past.  Fish,  on  the  other  hand,  are  more 
numerous  than  ever  in  the  Russian  seas  of  the  Far 
East.  In  Kamtchatka  they  arrive  in  shoals  so 
compact  that  they  have  been  known  to  capsize 
boats  on  their  passage.  As  the  Japanese  fishermen, 
numerous  as  they  are,  cannot  properly  cope  with 
the  fishing  of  the  herring,  a  great  number  of  natives 
are  engaged  as  extra  hands,  and  the  managers  of 
the  fisheries  find  this  advantageous,  for  the  natives 
are  easily  exploited  or  duped,  and  it  is  not  expensive 
to  feed  them.  As  a  general  rule  they  are  paid  in 
kind,  receiving  a  small  part  of  the  fish  they  have 
caught,  some  rice,  clothing,  some  thread  and  needles. 
With  the  promise  of  a  glass  of  rice  brandy  they  are 
willing  to  work  for  many  hours.  It  occurs  frequently 
that  these  poor  creatures  are  cruelly  deceived. 

Other  Resources  of  Saghalien. 
Among  the  undeveloped  wealth  of  Saghalien 
must  be  counted  its  vast  timber  forests,  though  for 
the  moment  their  very  density  is  a  drawback  to 
military  operations.  Saghalien  and  Hokkaido  are 
very  much  alike  in  having  large  areas  of  thick  forest, 
rich  petroleum  deposits,  coal  and  other  minerals, 
and  all  most  valuable  fisheries.  The  native  in- 
habitants, just  as  in  Hokkaido,  are  for  the  most 
part  Ainu,  the  names  of  places,  rivers,  etc.,  in 
Saghalien  being  similar  in  many  cases  to  those 
which  the  Ainus  have  for  places  in  Yeso.  The 
island  is,  in  fact,  naturally  and  geographically  allied 
to  the  Japanese  chain,  and  it  is  imdeniably  a  valu- 
able possession,  being  in  area  46,000  square  miles, 
or  approximately  two-fifths  that  of  the  British  Isles. 
— London  and  Cldiia  T elegrapli. 


THE  SALMON  COMMISSION. 


Mr.  N.  BtJXTON  having  asked  what  circumstances 
have  arisen  to  induce  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
postpone  proposing  legislation  on  the  lines  of  the 
report  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Commission  of  1902, 
Mr.  Fellowes  said  :  I  do  not  think  that  any  pledge 
has  been  given  by  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
propose  legislation  on  this  subject,  but  I  quite 
concur  in  the  view  that  it  might  with  advantage 
be  undertaken.  I  propose  during  the  recess  to 
communicate  with  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
matter,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  possible  to  arrange 
for  the  presentation  of  a  Bill  next  Session,  either 
by  a  private  member  or  as  a  Government  measure. 
The  subject  is  one,  however,  which  can  scarcely  be 
dealt  with  successfuUy  unless  a  general  agreement 
can  be  arrived  at  as  to  the  necessity  of  legislation 
and  as  to  the  form  which  it  may  most  advan- 
tageously take.  —  The  Times,  July  29,  1905. 
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THE  BOSSES  FISHEKY. 


Fbom  the  early  days  of  July  until  September 
shall  have  come  and  gone,  the  little  village  of 
Dungloe,  in  co.  Donegal,  presents  quite  an  animated 
scene,  for  then  the  white  trout  fishing  is  to  the  front, 
and  from  far  and  near  anglers  of  both  sexes 
aosemble  to  share  in  the  sport  and  fun  that  is  going 


Lough  Anure,  is  a  most  picturesque  water,  framed 
in  wild  mountainous  country  ;  it  is  over  three  miles 
long  by  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide.  There 
are  some  good  pools  on  the  rivers,  and  altogether 
the  Rosses  may  be  termed  an  extensive  fishery; 
further,  it  provides  decent  sport  at  all  times,  and 
very  good  sport  when  weather  and  water  conditions 
are  favourable,  for  here,  as  elsewhere  in  co.  Donegal, 
the  sine  qua  non  ot  really  successful  fishing  is  plentj' 


CroUy  Bridge,  close  by ;  Dungloe  Road,  for  Dungloe« 
two-and-a-half  miles ;  Burtonport,  for  Burtonport, 
close  by.  Dungloe  can  also  be  reached  by  the 
Donegal  Railway  to  Pintown,  thence  drive  ten 
miles  through  a  most  beautiful  part  of  the  Donegal 
highlands. 

If  you  decide  to  spend  your  fishing  holiday  at 
the  Rosses  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  commu- 
nicate with  Mr.  S.  Hanlon.    He  will  tell  ybu  about 
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A  Fishing  Pabty  in  Dungloe. 
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forward.  Throughout  the  day  the  white  trout  loughs 
are  dotted  with  fishing  boats,  and  not  a  few  anglers 
are  to  be  found  on  the  shores  of  the  brown  trout 
loughs,  or  having  a  try  in  the  CroUy  river  for  a 
salmon;  and  when  the  anglers  have  returned  to 
their  respective  hotels  and  have  dined  wisely  and 
well,  the  chatter  of  merry  voices,  now  and  again  a 
good  song,  and  not  infrequently  the  chink  of  glasses, 
steals  out  into  the  quiet  street,  where  a  few  of  the 


of  water  in  the  rivers  and  lakes.  The  fishery  ex- 
tends from  Innishfree  Bay  in  the  north  to  the  banks 
of  the  Gweebarra  river  in  the  south,  a  distance  of 
about  twelve  miles  "  as  the  crow  flies,"  and  from  the 
Atlantic  on  the  west  for  about  nine  miles  inland. 
There  are  three  comfortable  hotels  in  Dungloe — 
Hanlon's,  Boyle's,  and  Sweeney's.  For  fishing  the 
Owenator  river,  Lough  Anure,  and  the  CroUy  river, 
a  convenient  centre  is  Crolly,  and  here  there  is 


condition  of  water,  chances  of  sport,  accommoda 
tion  available,  etc.,  and  whenever  you  may  be 
staying  in  the  village  of  Dungloe  give  him  a  call  on 
arrival.  You  will  have  to  take  out  a  rod  licence, 
which  costs  20s.  (that  Is,  if  you  do  not  already  hold 
an  ordinary  Irish  rod  licence),  and  the  charge  for 
fishing  is  5s.  per  day,  25s.  per  week,  or  608.  per 
month;  There  are  boats  on  the  principal  lakes  for 
which  no  charge  is  made,  but  the  boatman  has  to 
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Sea-Trout  Fishing  on  Lough  Ceaghy,  Dungloe. 


[E.  s.  S. 


visitors,  who  take  angling  mjre  seriously,  are  seated 
on  benches  discussing  the  prospects  and  plans  of 
the  morrow. 

Dungloe  is  the  centre  from  which  to  fish  the 
Rosses,  and  here  is  resident  Mr.  S.  Hanlon,  the 
manager  for  Mr.  £.  C.  Herdman,  who  is  the  lessee 
of  the  fishery.  In  all  there  are  127  lakes,  and  about 
fifty  miles  of  rivers  and  streams  included  in  the 
fishery.  Many  of  the  lakes  are  small,  but  quite  a 
large  number  are  of  commanding  proportion,  and  one, 


accommodation  at  the  Angler's  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 
distant  from  Dungloe  about  seven  miles.  In 
passing  it  may  be  remarked  that  grand  sea  fishing 
can  be  had  along  the  coast,  and  the  centres  for 
this  are  Dungloe  and  Burtonport.  At  the  latter 
place  there  is  comfortable  accommodation  at 
O'Donnell's  Hotel  and  Sweeney's  Hotel.  The 
Rosses  fishery  is  reached  from  Londonderry  by 
Lough  Swillyi  Railway,  and  the  stations  for  the 
three  centres  above  mentioned  are;  Crolly,  for 


be  paid,  and  his  fee  is  3s.  per  day.  As  a  rule  two 
anglers  fish  from  one  boat.  A  lot  of  the  fishing  is 
within  easy  walking  distance ;  to  reach  some  a  car 
is  necessary,  but  the  charge  is  not  excessive,  and 
here,  again,  the  expense  can  be  shared  with  other 
anglers  proceeding  in  the  same  direction.  The 
hotel  charges  are  50s.  per  week  inclusive.  So, 
taken  all  round,  angling  at  the  Rosses  is  not 
at  all  expensive.  The  arrangements  for  fishing 
the  various  loughs  are  also  most  satisfactory.  A 
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printed  plan  is  kept  at  Mr.  Hanlon's  office,  and 
each  evening  the  holders  of  fishing  tickets  for  the 
morrow  are  lotted  out  to  certain  waters,  and  this 
allotment  is  so  arranged  that  each  angler  has  the 
opportunity  of  fishing  each  of  the  best  loughs 
in  the  fishery  in  turn  should  he  stay  long  enough 
to  "do"  them  all.  Cards  are  sent  to  each  hotel 
each  evening,  and  on  them  is  written  the  name  of 
the  water  and  the  number  of  the  boat  on  that 


Teal,  Olaret  and  Partridge,  Orange  and  Grouse, 
March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Rough  Olive. 
The  Blue  Spider  accounts  for  a  full  share  of 
fish,  but  the  Black  and  Teal  runs  it  very  close. 
When  fishing  the  rivers  or  streams  no  wading  is 
necessary ;  indeed,  the  whole  of  the  fishing  at  the 
Rosses  may  be  termed  "easy."  The  best  month 
for  sea- trout  is  August,  but  October  is  a  good  month 
for  a  few  late  fish,  and  these  run  to  a  large  size. 


Lough,  Lough  Craghy  (locally  styled  Tully  Lough), 
and  Lough  Moenlecknalore.  From  the  last-named 
the  biggest  basket  was  obtained  last  sea.son  (1904) — 
namely,  twelve  fish,  29Jlb.,  biggest  fish,  3Jlb;  The 
three  loughs  mentioned  are  very  fine  sheets  of  water, 
and  the  first  two  are  quite  close  to  Dungloe.  There 
are  several  smaller  lakes  on  the  same  chain,  all  well 
worth  attention,  and  they  are  not  often  fished  as 
there  are  no  boats  on  them.    This  tip  applies  equally 


water  which  the  holder  has  to  fish.  Of  course  it  Is 
open  for  the  anglers  themselves  to  exchange  waters, 
and  equally,  of  course,  this  is  frequently  done.  In 
actual  practice  the  arrangement  works  admirably. 
There  are  three  things  that  are  best  attended  to 
each  day : — See  all  your  tackle  is  right  before  you 
start ;  pay  the  boatman  each  evening  ;  pay  the  car 
driver  on  returning  to  your  hotel.  Beyond  all,  do 
not  forget  the  boatman's  lunch ! 


It  is  strange  that  more  sea-trout  anglers  do  not  try 
this  fishery  in  October — I  mean  those  anglers  who 
are  seriously  intent  on  making  good  baskets.  There 
is  a  wealth  of  brown  trout  fishing,  and  the  best 
months  for  this  are  May  and  June.  I  believe  that 
Mr.  Hanlon  is  trying  to  fix  up  an  arrangement 
whereby  brown  trout  may  be  angled  for  in  May  and 
June  at  a  very  small  charge,  and  when  he  has  done 
this  there  will  be  a  great  opening  for  fario  fishing 


to  other  smaller  lakes  on  other  chains,  and  it  is  a 
good  tip. 

The  river  Owenamarve  (locally  styled  the  Derry- 
druel  river)  is  a  capital  sea- trout  water,  especially 
in  the  pools  below  Derrydruel  Bridge,  and  the 
chain  of  lakes  in  connection  with  it  includes  Lough 
Namurrig,  Lough  Gannivegal,  Lough  Nabrackmore, 
and  Lough  Anillanowenamarve — all  of  them  good 
sea-trout  lakes. 


The  outfit  most  useful  is  a  10ft.  or  10ft.  6in.  rod 
and  finest  undrawn  gut  casts.  When  fishing  the 
Crolly  or  Lough  Anure  for  salmon  a  somewhat 
heavier  outfit  is  advisable — say,  a  14ft.  rod  and 
grilse  size  casts.  In  this  connection  it  is  well 
worthy  of  note  that  the  salmon  are  taken  princi- 
pally on  trout  flies,  and  are  hooked  most  often 
on  trout  tackle.  The  tip  is  to  use  very  small  flies 
and  fairly  strong  tackle.  The  best  trout  flies  are, 
in  their  order  of  merit:   Blue  Spider,  Black  and 


early  in  the  season — and  there  is  room  for  hundreds 
of  anglers  at  the  Rosses.  The  sea  fishing  is  at  its 
best  during  September  and  October.  It  will  interest 
those  anglers  who  are  fond  of  shooting  also  to  learn 
that  there  is  excellent  shore  shooting  around  this 
coast,  and  good  wildfowling.  Some  seals  can  be 
shot  in  the  bays,  and  rock  pigeons  are  to  be  got  on 
the  islands  ofi  the  coast. 

The  most  popular  of  the  sea-trout  loughs  are  those 
on  the  Dungloe  chain,  which  includes  Dungloe 


About  two  miles  north-west  of  Dungloe  is  Lough 
Mecla,  and  this  is  another  very  good  sea- trout  lough. 
North  of  Lough  Mecla  there  is  a  whole  shower  of 
lakes,"  and  included  among  these,  especially  worthy 
a  visit,  are  :  Lough  Nawaugh,  Lough  Nafullarany, 
Lough  Nagreagh,  Mullahderg  Lough,  and  Lough 
Navreaghoge 

I  am  tempted  to  sing  the  praises  of  Lough  Anure 
— certainly  the  most  beautiful  lough  in  the  Rosses — 
but  refrain  from  doing  so.    Go  and  see  it  for  your- 
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selves.  The  GroUy  river  flows  from  it,  and  the 
Owenator  river  is  its  principal  feeder.  There  is 
good  fishing  on  all  these  waters^ 

South  of  Dungloe  the  best  of  the  loughs  are 
Lough  Aleck  More,  Lough  Aleck  Beg,  Lough  lUion, 
and  Lough  Nageeragh. 

Brown  trout  fishing  is  obtainable  in  all  of  the 
lakes.  In  some  the  fish  run  very  small,  in  others 
they  average  three  to  the  pound ;  in  a  few  there 
are  only  big  fish  of  from  |lb.  to  21b.  in  weight. 
The  best  of  the  brown  trout  fishing  is  obtainable 
on  Lough  lUion,  Lough  Anure,  Lough  Mecla, 
Lough  Aleck  More,  and  Lough  Nawaugh. 

E.  S.  S. 


THE  NAVAL,  SHIPPING,  AND 
FISHEEIES  EXHIBITION 
AT  EAKL'S  COUET. 


"  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we 
are  entertaining  the  representatives  of  the  London 
Press  at  luncheon  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  2,  with  the 
express  purpose  of  bringing  the  naval,  shipping, 
and  fisheries  exhibits  in  the  exhibition  under  their 
notice,  and  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  honour  us  with 
your  company." 

So  about  fifty  of  us  honoured  the  "  powers  that 
be  "  of  the  exhibition  by  disposing  of  their  excel- 
lent luncheon  and  devoting  four  or  five  hours  to 
seeing  a  few,  only  a  few,  of  the  objects  of  interest 
at  the  exhibition.  It  would  take  days  to  exhaust 
the  interest  of  this  exhibition. 

I  was  going  to  write  a  notice  of  what  we  saw, 
but  really  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  what  Mr. 
Henry  J.  Thompson,  the  able  and  courteous  Press 
manager  of  the  exhibition,  told  us  we  should  see, 
with  a  P.S^  of  my  own  about  the  fisheries  section. 

"After  Luncheon  the  2>arty  enter  the  Ducal 
Hall,  and  bearing  to  the  left  pafs  into  the  Prince's 
Hall,  coming  bach  on  the  left  to  the  Queen's 
Palace.  Crossing  the  Lahe,  the  Queen's  Palace  is 
entered  and  inspected,.  Passing  over  the  Bridge 
and  turning  to  the  right  the  working  display  in 
the  Imperial  Court  is  seen;  and  the  Fishing 
Village  containing  the  Newfoundland  section  and 
the  Hatcheries  of  Lord  Denbigh  complete  the  tour. 

"The  British  Maritime  world  is,  more  or  less, 
seriously  concerned  to-day  in  upholding  the 
supremacy  of  our  interests  on  the  ocean.  At  this 
exhibition,  both  the  Naval  and  Mercantile  are 
adequately  shown  side  by  side.  It  is  not  possible 
to  individualise  the  different  exhibitors,  but  there 
are  a  few  of  the  leading  firms  in  the  United 
Kingdom  whose  displays  are  worthy  of  special 
attention. 

"It  must  be  remembered  that  the  various 
sections  are  classified  under  the  heads  of  Naval, 
Mercantile,  and  Fisheries.  They  are  spread  through  - 
out  the  Prince's  and  Ducal  Halls,  the  Queen's 
Palace,  the  Imperial  Court,  and  the  Fishing  Village. 

"  In  the  Prince's  Hall  the  Admiralty  and  Arm- 
strong's are  showing  exhibits  that  are  not  commonly 
visible  to  the  public.  Coming  into  the  Ducal  Hall 
the  large  Shipbuilders  and  Mercantile  Companies 
will  be  found  worthily  represented  by  models 
totalling  many  thousands  of  pounds  in  value. 
Among  these  are  the  maritime  miniatures  of  the 
Canard,  Beardmore,  P.  and  0.,  Orient-Pacific, 
Fairfield,  and  Thomycroft  Companies.  These 
famous  firms  are  supported  by  Denny's.  Scott's,  the 
Anchor  Line,  Yarrow's,  and  Barclay's,  of  whose 
exhibits  the  Guide  will  be  found  to  give  full  par- 
ticulars. The  Fisheries  Section  shows  a  superb 
collection  of  stuffed  record  specimens  caught  in 
British  waters.  This  has  been  got  together  by  the 
leading  angling  societies  and  prominent  clubs  of  the 
Kingdom. 

"  After  seeing  some  expert  fly-casting  in  the  Lake 
by  a  lady,  the  Queen's  Palace  provides  a  crowd  of 
interesting  exhibits,  of  which  the  imposing  displays 
of  Sir  William  Armstrong,  Whitworth  &  Co.  and 
Messrs.  Vickers,  Maxim  and  Sons  are  the  feature 
Naval  Ordinance,  projectiles,  armour-plating,  and 
warship  models,  with  12  and  10-inch  guns  in 
being,  are  among  the  most  impressive  objects. 
Firth  and  Sons,  of  Sheffield,  show  most  artistically 
the  shell,  shrapnel,  and  other  missiles  that  come 
out  of  these  big  guns.  Scientific  inventions 
for  nautical  purposes  are  displayed  by  Messrs. 
Kelvin  and  James  White,  while  Messrs.  Hughes 
and  Sons'  old-time  sea-faring  instruments,  charts, 
etc.,  are  of  historic  interest.    In  the  oval  of  the 


Imperial  Court  the  working  exhibits  are  shown. 
They  include  the  boilers  and  engines  of  Davey, 
Paxman  and  Co.,  Babcock,  Wilcox,  Crossley  Bros., 
and  the  Stirling  Boiler  Co.  The  Linde  British 
Refrigerating  Co.  and  Siebe,  Gorman  and  Co.  show 
cold  storage  plant ;  and  Siebe,  Gorman  and  Co. 
have  an  interesting  display  of  distillation  of  fresh 
water  from  salt  water.  Here  also  electrical  turbines 
are  worked  by  Greenwood  and  Batley,  and  Nor- 
mandy's Patent  Aerated  Fresh  Water  Co.  show 
their  clever  engine  for  converting  salt  water  into 
fresh  on  board  yachts,  etc. 

"Entering  the  Fishing  Village,  the  Yachting 
section  will  not  be  found  without  close  interest, 
consisting,  as  it  does,  of  loans  from  the  Corporation 
of  Lloyds,  the  Crown  Agent  for  the  Colonies,  the 
Dublin  Museum,  Prince  Albert  of  Monaco,  Day, 
Summers  &  Co.,Ltd.,  and  the  Incorporated  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Help  Society. 

"The  Newfoundland  Exhibit,  specially  collected 
and  sent  by  the  Government  of  that  Colony,  is  of 
unique  interest.  The  skins  and  heads  shown  are 
almost  priceless,  and  nothing  like  them  have  ever 
been  on  view  before  in  this  country.  The  Narwhal 
tusks  are  unexampled  as  a  collective  gathering. 

"The  Earl  of  Denbigh's  Fish  Hatcheries  are 
represented  in  a  working  model  for  breeding  and 
rearing  salmon  and  trout.  The  model  is  reduced 
to  two-thirds  of  the  natural  size.  The  hatching- 
trough  as  shown  is  capable  of  'eyeing,'  hatching, 
and  feeding  10,000  ova  and  alevins,  while  the  two 
fry  ponds  are  capable  of  dealing  with  5000  fish  each 
up  to  the  month  of  July,  when  it  is  usual  to  thin 
at  least  one-third  of  them  out  into  other  ponds. 
In  October  these  fish  are  still  further  thinned  out 
and  sorted  to  size." 

It  was  a  great  disappointment  to  me  to  find  that 
Miss  Newham,  after  waiting  for  us  a  long  time,  had 
to  leave  without  showing  us  some  of  her  excellent 
casting  with  fly  and  salmon  rod — casting  which  few 
men  can  equal ;  but  at  her  father's  exhibit  in  the 
Ducal  Court  I  saw  the  trout  and  salmon  rods  she  is 
using,  and  was  much  taken  up  with  them.  There  is  a 
guinea  spliced  fly  rod  of  greenheart,  about  9ft.  6in., 
with  which  Miss  Newham  casts  over  25  yards — it  is 
a  wonderful  little  rod,  not  heavy,  but  with  great 
propelling  power.  Mr.  Newham  has  other  rods 
well  worthy  of  inspection,  including  a  guinea 
whole-cane  greenheart  spinning  rod,  and  an  excel- 
lent Oft.  whole-cane  fly  rod  with  reel  fitted  to  end 
of  butt  in  a  new  way.  Mr.  Newham's  trout  landing- 
net  with  arms  which  take  out  of  sockets,  and  are 
held  in  place  by  screwing  on  the  net,  is  really  firet- 
rate— very  light,  very  strong,  and  not  expensive. 
Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford  have  many  really  good 
trout  and  salmon  rods  on  show,  including  the  Blue 
Mahoe  rods  for  which  they  are  famous.  Their 
dry-fly  rods  and  flies  are  always  worth  attention, 
being  very  good  in  quality  and  very  moderate 
in  price. 

Anglers  who  visit  London  should  not  fail  to  go 
to  Earl's  Court ;  they  will  find  a  really  excellent 
collection  of  specimen  fish,  lent  by  the  leading 
angling  societies  and  anglers,  as  well  as  the  fishing 
tackle  exhibits  and  exhibits  of  waterproof  clothing 
for  anglers  by  Messrs.  Cording,  of  Air-street, 
Piccadilly.  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick,  have 
a  fine  exhibit,  and  Mr.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth, 
shows  an  interesting  case  of  knots,  hitches,  and 
splices,  and  has  also  an  exhibit  in  the  yachting 
section. 

Amateur  fly-tiers  will  find  a  small  but  very  in- 
teresting collection  of  salmon  and  trout  flies.  Mr. 
W.  N.  J.  Martin  has  a  frame  of  salmon  and  trout 
flies;  Mr.  E.  G.  Pery  Knox  Gore  one  of  eighteen 
Moy  salmon  flies  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Pery  Knox  Gore  one 
of  twelve  Moy  salmon  flies — both  first-rate — Mr.  G. 
Clarke  has  a  good  case  of  about  forty  trout  flies, 
and  Captain  Frank  Wemyss  has  four  cases, 
or,  rather,  frames,  of  salmon,  sea- trout,  and  trout 
flies.  Mr.  Wm.  Bantock  would  I  think  get  high 
marks  for  his  very  attractive  show  of  salmon 
and  trout  flies.  The  light  was  not  over  good 
when  I  saw  tho.?e  interesting  specimens  of 
amateur  work,  and  I  hope  to  find  time  to  examine 
them  some  morning,  and  not  after  a  four  hours' 
jaunt  round  the  really  endless  attractions  of  the 
exhibition.  Some  of  the  models  of  our  warships 
cost  over  £2000,  and  are  worth  a  visit  merely  to 
study  them.  The  collection  of  specimen  fish  is 
also  worthy  of  several  visits ;  they  make  one 
feel  satisfied  that  after  all  anglers  do  get  a  fish  or 
two  now  and  then ;  and  lady  anglers,  too,  witness 
the  very  varied  exhibit  of  Airs,  Prideaux,  one  of 


our  most  successful  and  enthusiastic  lady  anglers. 
Life  is  short,  but  I  live  in  hopes  of  giving  a  day  of 
it  entirely  to  examining  the  fish  collection  before 
the  exhibition  closes  in  October.  The  excellent 
"Catalogue  and  Guide"  gives  full  particulars  of 
the  exhibits,  and  will  be  found  most  useful. 

R.  B.  M. 


"AN  IDEAL  SPORTING  RESORT 
FOR  SALE,  THREE  HUNDRED 
MILES  FROM  QUEBEC." 


I  HAVE  received  from  Mr.  G.  A.  Paradls,  a  gentle- 
man I  do  not  know,  but  who  is  well  named  if  his 
communication  is  correct,  an  account  of  a  sporting 
estate  for  sale  in  Canada.  I  do  not  suppose  that  it 
is  very  likely  that  any  reader  of  the  Fishing 
(lazette  will  want  to  invest  twenty  thousand  dollars 
(about  £4000)  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate,  the  chief 
attraction  being  that  there  is  good  fishing  for  trout 
in  one  of  the  lakes,  though  it  certainly  does  not 
seem  a  high  price  for  the  freehold  of  a  thousand 
acres  of  wood  and  water,  if  correctly  described  by 
Mr.  Paradis,  who  is  a  notary  public  at  407,  St. 
John-street,  Quebec  City,  Canada.  I  give  the 
description  because  it  interested  me,  and  will,  I 
think,  interest  many  Fishing  Gazette  readers,  and 
perhaps  give  them  some  tips  when  they  want  to 
sell  their  estates.  What  a  paradise  it  must  be  in  a 
country  infested  with  flies !  At  Beausejour  it  seems 
there  is  always  an  "evening  breeze  which  drives 
them  almost  completely  away."  R.  B,  M. 

Here  is  the  account  of  Beausejour : — 

"  Beausejour  is  situated  300  miles  from  Quebec, 
on  the  south  shore  of  the  Saint- Lawrence,  in  the 
township  Cloridorme,  county  of  Gaspd  It  forms  a 
part  of  the  small  municipality  of  la  '  Petite  Vallee,' 
composed  of  about  twenty  families  of  fishermen, 
which,  besides  fishing,  also  employ  themselves  some- 
what in  agriculture.  These  people  are  peaceful, 
hospitable,  and  very  moral.  Two  steamship  com- 
panies run  between  Montreal  and  Gaspe  alternately 
every  week,  and  stop  at  la  '  Petite  Vallee '  and  at 
la  '  Grande  Vallee,'  situated  6  miles  further  west. 

"  No  pleasupe  trip  for  a  tourist  can  surpass  in 
grandeur  and  interest  that  from  Quebec  to  Gaspe 
on  the  steamer  Campana  or  the  Gaspesian,  with 
return  by  the  same  route,  or  the  Baie  des  Chaleurs, 
from  Gaspe  to  Campbellton  on  boat  and  thence 
to  Quebec  on  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  From 
Quebec  to  Matane,  a  distance  of  200  miles,  the 
shore  presents  a  succession  of  picturesque  villages 
and  well  cultivated  farms.    At  this  point  the 
appearance  of  the  country  changes,  the  mountains 
draw  nearer  to  the  sea.  Nature  takes  on  a  more 
severe  aspect.     From  Sainte-Anne  des  Monts  to 
Gaspe  the  Alleghanys  edge  the  banks'  of  the  river, 
their  bases  plunged  into  the  Saint-Lawrence,  and 
reflecting  their  sylvan  beauties  in  the  waters  of  the 
mighty  river.    In  some  places  they  reach  a  con- 
siderable height.    Their  graceful  outlines  present  a 
charming  picture  to  the  view  of  the  tourist.    It  is 
Nature  in  its  primeval  originality,  which  the  hand 
of  man  has  hardly  touched  and  not  yet  spoiled. 
These  mountains  are  looked  upon  as  the  refuge 
23ar  excellence  of  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forests, 
which  all  sportsmen  seek  so  eagerly.   At  the  mouth 
of  the  rivers,  in  the  small  bays,  in  the  very  creeks 
are  the  villages  of  the  fishermen,  and  there  is  no 
more  attractive  sight  than  that  of  the  many  small 
craft  handled  by  these  daring  seamen,  and  sailing 
out  to  set  their  nets  or  cast  their  lines  for  the  cod, 
mackerel,  herring,  flounders,  and  other  fish  of  the 
Saint-Lawrence.    Beausejour  is  situated  in  one  of 
these  hollows  of  the  Alleghanys,  half-a-mile  from 
the  sea,  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  in  a  coquettish 
small  valley  surrounded  by  high  mountains  on 
which  the  spruce,  cedar,  maple,  fir,  and  wild  cherry 
trees  grow  in  profusion,  the  air  being  redolent  with 
their  fragrance.    Although  the  estate  is  crossed  by 
the  shore  road  Beausejour  is  completely  isolated, 
as  it  is  separated  from  the  said  road  by  a  mountain, 
700ft.  to  800ft.  high  and  difficult  of  access,  which 
thus  forms  a  barrier  against  idle  or  inquisitive 
visitors.    The  nearest  neighbours  are  one  mile 
distant  on  the'  west  and  three  miles  on  the  east  side. 
There  is  a  post  office  at  the  village  of  la  '  Petite 
Vallee,'  a  distance  of  1  mile,  and  a  telegraph  office 
at  la  '  Grande  Vallee,'  a  distance  of  six  miles. 
Vehicles  may  be  hired  to  travel  anywhere. 

"  The  '  Petite  Vallee '  river  where  the  passengers 
leave  the  boat  is  only  one  mile  from  Beausejour, 
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and  the  distance  is  covered  by  the  shore  road  and 
a  carriage  road  over  the  mountain,  which  leads  to 
the  cottage  and  its  dependencies.  A  small  farm  is 
connected  with  Beausejour,  and  its  products  are 
sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  a  horse,  two 
cows,  twelve  sheep  and  a  poultry  yard.  A  garden 
also  suppUes  all  the  necessary  vegetables.  As  it  is 
difficult  to  procure  necessary  provisions  at  such  a 
distance  from  a  city  or  market,  one  may  easily 
conceive  the  usefulness  of  such  a  farm,  from  which 
milk,  cream,  fresh  butter  and  vegetables,  meat, 
fowl  and  eggs  may  be  had  when  required.  An  ice 
house  of  a  capacity  of  20  tons  secures  a  supply 
of  ice  for  the  summer.  It  is  easy  to  set  up  a 
refrigerator.  The  room  being  ready,  the  only  thing 
necessary  would  be  to  fix  up  an  apparatus,  which 
would  not  be  an  expensive  operation.  The  main 
building  contains  seven  rooms  all  provided  with 
wardrobes,  and  a  kitchen.  This  part  of  the  cottage 
is  built  on  a  wharf  150ft.  long.  From  the  verandah 
andifrom  an  adjoining  footbridge,  good  fishing  may 
be  had  without  going  any  distance  from  the  house 
and  without  the  use  of  a  boat.  Besides  the  cottage, 
there  is  a  small  house  for  the  guardian,  a  stable 
and  a  barn  and  other  dependencies.  There  are 
good  canoes  on  the  lake.  This,  the  principal  lake, 
is  more  than  half  a  mile  in  length  by  10  acres  in 
width.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  small  sheets  of 
water  to  be  seen  anywhere.  It  is  180ft.  in  depth 
in  some  parts.  Being  fed  by  springs  from  the 
bottom  which  keeps  its  level  high,  there  is  a  con- 
tinual discharge.  Trout  abound  in  it,  and  without 
being  very  large,  they  reach  a  length  of  18  to 
20  inches  and  weigh  as  much  as  21b.  No  trout 
surpass  these  in  strength,  activity,  and  beauty. 
Their  flesh  is  very  red  and  of  an  exquisite  flavour. 
This  may  be  easily  accounted  for  by  the  depth  of 
the  water,  its  purity  and  the  cleanliness  of  the 
bottom.  Adjoining  this  lake,  100ft.  from  it  and 
discharging  into  it,  is  another  and  smaller  lake,  also 
very  deep  and  swarming  with  trout,  not  so  large,  it 
is  true,  as  those  of  the  larger  lake,  but  sufficiently 
BO  to  afford  a  fisherman  many  a  pleasant  hour. 
There  is  no  other  fish  but  trout  in  these  two  lakes. 

"  The  other  five  lakes  which  are  on  the  estate  are 
not  £0  well  stocked  with  trout  as  the  first  two  men- 
tioned, which  alone  will  give  a  fisherman  all  the 
sport  he  can  desire,  but  they  are  of  easy  access 
through  the  woods,  and  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
stock  each  of  them  with  a  special  kind  of  fish,  so  as 
to  have  great«r  variety  in  the  sport.    The  estate 
has  a  width  of  32  acres,  along  the  Saint- Lawrence, 
and  a  depth  of  more  than  30  acres.    With  the 
exception  of  about  30  acres  of  clearing,  including 
the  cottage  and  the  farm,  the  remainder  is  all  in 
forest  and  lakes.    It  is  really  a  charming  spot  com- 
bining the  advantages  resulting  from  the  proximity 
of  the  sea  and  the  stay  in  the  mountains,  and 
offering  at  the  same  time  bathing  in  fresh  water  of 
matchless  purity  and  transparency.    Behind  the 
'Petite  Vallee,'  from  the  north  to  the  south,  the 
forest  stretches  on  a  length  of  75  to  80  miles  through 
the  Gaspesian  Peninsula,  and  from  west  to  east  it 
covers  another  distance  of  150  miles  at  least.  The 
Alleghanys  cross  the  country,  and  in  this  mountain 
range  are  to  be  found  the  famous  '  Shick-Shock ' 
which  are  covered  with  snow  all  the  year  round. 
In  all  the  valleys  formed  by  these  mountains, 
around  the  silent  and  solenm  lakes,  along  the  mur 
muring  rivers,  in  the  large  openings  of  the  woods 
caused  by  fires,  wild  animals  abound.    The  moose 
and  the  caribou  reach  a  large  size  in  these  solitudes. 
The  finest  specimens  of  these  two  noble  species  of 
game  have  been  killed  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Deer  is  also  plentiful.    Every  year  the  people  from 
the  shore  set  traps  for  the  bears  and  kill  large 
numbers.    The  choicest  fur  bearing  animals  are 
very  numerous.    Martin,  mink,  fox,  beaver,  etc., 
become  the  prizes  of  the  hunter.     Hardly  any 
season    passes  without  witnessing    the  curious 
spectacle  of  moose  browsing  with  the  tame  animals 
of  the  farm.    In  the  village  of  la  '  Petite  Vallee  • 
guides  can  easily  be  obtained  who  are  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  forest  and  who  know  where  to 
find  the  game  to  ensure  a  successful  hunting  expedi- 
tion.    Along  the  shore  wild  fowl  abound,  not 
difficult  to  shoot,  as  they  are  but  little  hunted. 

"A  detail  which  has  its  importance:  there  are 
very  few  flies  at  Beausejour,  owing  to  the  clearings 
opened  around  the  dwellings  and  to  the  evening 
breeze  which  drives  them  almost  completely  away. 
As  a  place  for  sport  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
there  is  none  superior  in  Canada.  Besides,  this  is 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  that  Beausejour 
being  a  private  property,  the  purchaser  becomes 


the  owner  of  an  estate  in  which  he  is  the  absolute 
master.'  Nobody  can  disturb  him.  He  may  make 
the  improvements  he  likes,  and  enjoy  them  without 
running  the  risk  of  ever  being  deprived  of  them. 
He  may  stock  his  lakes  with  the  species  he  prefers, 
and  no  one  will  ever  have  a  right  to  interfere  with 
him.  A  property  of  a  thousand  acres  of  ordinary 
wood  land  is  not  so  easy  to  get  now,  but  most 
certainly  it  would  bo  hardly  possible  to  find  an 
estate  like  this  one  in  Canada,  presenting  so  many 
advantages  to  a  sportsman  in  fching  and  hunting. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  we  can  transfer 
the  property  with  the  most  unquestionable  title- 
deeds.  It  is  free  from  any  mortgage  or  encumbrance, 
and  we  can  guarantee  the  full  enjoyment  of  it.  It 
is  for  sale  at  the  moderate  price  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  We  will  furnish  any  further  details  required. 
The  property  can  be  visited  at  any  time  during  the 
summer,  but  we  would  recommend  the  months  of 
August  and  September  as  the  most  suitable  for  an 
excursion." 


LUCEENE, 


Lucerne  has  added  greatly  to  its  many  attrac- 
tions (so  far  as  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
are  concerned)  by  its  recent  regulations  relative  to 
fish  and  fishing.  For  all  territory  controlled  by 
the  Corporation,  its  municipal  authorities  published 
last  November  an  admirably  arranged  "Reglement 
pour  la  peche  d' Amateurs." 

All  who  wish  to  fish  in  the  Lucerne  municipal 


CAEP  ACCUSED  OF  SPEEADING 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


"Still  harping  on  my  daughter,"  Polonius  says 
(aside)  in  Act  II.  of  Hamlet,  Prince  of  Denmark. 
So,  too,  we  see  writers  still  carping  at  the  carp,  if 
the  paraphrase  shall  be  allowable. 

From  time  to  time  many  complaints  have  been 
voiced  against  the  (ierman  carp,  which  have  pro- 
pagated voluminously  and  grown  rapidly  and 
spread  widely  since  their  introduction  into  the 
waters  of  the  United  States.  These  indictments 
have  included  various  counts,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  the  extermination  of  aquatic  vegeta- 
tion that  formerly  furnished  food  for  and  attracted 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  wildfowl  during  their 
flights,  and  thus  seriously  affected  the  sport  of  the 
shooters ;  the  roiling  of  the  water  in  streams,  by 
constant  grubbing  at  the  vegetation  on  the  bottom, 
thus  rendering  the  stream  less  suitable  as  the 
habitat  of  better  fish;  and  the  carp  has  been 
accused  also  of  eating  the  spawn  of  other  fish. 
Probably  the  latter  charge  cannot  be  substantiated, 
for  the  carp  is  principally,  if  not  wholly,  a  feeder 
upon  vegetables,  although  its  grubbing  propensities 
might  destroy  spawn  on  the  beds  of  other  fish, 
and  surely  the  fact  that  it  cleans  up  a  large  portion 
of  the  aquatic  vegetation  deprives  the  fry  of  other 
species  of  a  place  of  refuge  and  the  minute 
organisms  which  propagate  in  such  vegetation  and 
upon  which  the  fry  subsists. 

Now,  however,  a  more  serious  charge  has  been 
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waters  must  take  out  a  permit,  costing  for  one 
month,  10  francs ;  three  months,  20  francs ;  six 
months,  30  francs ;  nine  months,  40  francs.  The 
fishing  by  lines  in  the  lake  is  by  these  permits 
authorised  from  Jan.  1  to  Sept.  30,  and  in  the 
Reuss  river  (within  certain  limits)  for  the  months 
only  of  January,  February,  May,  June,  July, 
August,  and  September.  Night  fishing  is  forbidden. 
All  fish  below  fixed  dimensions  are  to  be  immediately 
replaced  in  the  water. 

These  regulations  are  most  commendable ;  and, 
as  we  have  said,  will  increase,  amongst  anglers,  the 
manifold  claims  of  this  favourite  and  popular  Swiss 
Resort.  For  those  who  do  not  already  know  and 
appreciate  the  many  advantages  of  Lucerne,  we 
may  mention  some  of  its  attractions. 

Primarily,  its  easy  accessibility.  It  is  only 
eleven  hours  by  rail  from  Paris,  and  from  I.iondon 
only  twenty-two  hours.  Through  trains  leave 
twice  daily  from  Calais,  and  also  from  Ostend. 

Secondly,  no  Continental  city  offers  more  excel- 
lent, or  a  greater  variety  of  hotel,  pension,  and 
apartment  accommodation;  and,  as  may  be  most 
truly  said,  "at  prices  to  suit  all  purses." 

Amusements  abound  of  all  descriptions,  indoors 
and  out-of-doors;  scenery  eq ually  varied ;  sublime 
snow-clad  heights,  lovely  lakes,  and  rural  land- 
scapes. Excursions  and  ascensions  are  most 
numerous.  And  now  good  angling  is  added  to  the 
previous  attractions  of  Lucernej 


A  STURGEON  weighing  1001b.  is  said  to  have  been 
caught  in  the  Solway  at  New  Abbey,  Cumberland 


Lucerne. 


made  against  the  German  carp,  emanating  from 
Minnesota.  The  report  says  that  the  physicians  of 
Mankato  are  grappling  with  a  novel  contagion 
problem.  In  coping  with  a  mild  epidemic  of 
typhoid  fever  they  have  had  trouble  in  determining 
the  source  of  infection,  and  the  solution  hit  upon  is 
decidedly  unusual.  After  the  most  searching  in- 
vestigation the  theory  has  been  advanced  that  the 
disease  is  being  spread  by  German  carp. 

For  a  month  or  more  typhoid  cases  have  been 
mysteriously  appearing  at  Mankato,  and  in  less 
than  a  week  a  half-dozen  developed  in  one  small 
neighbourhood.  All  of  the  wells  in  the  vicinity 
were  tested  without  result,  and  the  doctors  could 
find  none  of  the  germs  in  the  usual  channels. 
Then  they  learned  that  their  patients,  without  a 
single  exception,  had  eaten  carp  shortly  before 
being  taken  ill.  In  several  families  only  one  or  two 
persons  were  attacked;  Invariably  these  had  eaten 
the  fish,  while  those  to  escape  had  left  it  untouched. 

In  the  face  of  this  seemingly  conclusive  proof 
medical  men  say  that  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
contagion  to  be  carried  in  that  manner.  Feedmg 
upon  sewage  and  other  refuse  might  cause  typhoid 
bacilli  to  lodge  in  the  soft  flesh  of  the  carp,  and 
the  germs  need  not  be  entirely  destroyed  in  cooking. 
Thus  far  none  of  the  cases  has  resulted  fatally,  but 
it  will  not  be  surprising  if  they  have  the  effect  of 
putting  one  brand  of  brain  food  under  the  ban. 

This  incident  recalls  the  fact  that  a  dozen  years 
ago  the  carp  was  a  strange  fish  in  the  waters  of  the 
Minnesota  river.  In  the  early  nineties,  however, 
a  wealthy  resident  of  New  Ulm  imported  a  quantity 
of  the  fry  from  Germany  and  stocked  a  private 
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pond.  For  several  seasons  he  enjoyed  a  monopoly, 
and  then  a  freshet  washed  out  his  dam  and 
released  the  fish  he  had  nourished.  Like  the 
English  sparrow,  they  multiplied  amazingly,  and 
to-day  the  entire  river,  its  smaller  tributary  streams 
and  many  of  the  lakes  that  are  easily  accessible 
teem  with  carp.  They  have  practically  extermi- 
nated, it  is  said,  several  other  species  by  feeding 
upon  the  young,  and  their  voraciousness  makes 
them  a  menace  to  the  more  desirable  varieties. 
Sportsmen  have  long  felt  alarm  over  the  "carp 
peril." 

If  the  theory  advanced  by  these  physicians  shall 
be  proven,  it  will  furnish  a  strong  argument  against 
the  pollution  of  streams  through  the  discharge  into 
them  of  sewage.  It  is  a  well-established  fact  that 
the  German  carp  has  become  a  great  factor  in  the 
cheap  fish  food  supply  for  thousands  of  our  foreign 
populace,  and  that  millions  of  pounds  are  netted 
from  the  Illinois  river  alone  annually,  and  are 
shipped  and  sold  in  the  markets  of  our  large  cities. 
No  person  who  entertains  a  prejudice  against  the 
carp  will  partake  of  the  fish  at  any  time,  but  all 
those  who  desire  this  food  are  entitled  to  enjoyment 
of  the  viand  without  risking  attacks  of  virulent 
disease  through  infection  from  bacilli  lodged  in  the 
/  carp's  flesh.  Let  it  be  hoped  the  carp  are  not  the 
cause  of  this  epidemic  of  typhoid,  but  if  the  charge 
shall  prove  well  founded,  place  the  blame  where  it 
belongs,  on  the  pollution  of  the  stream,  and  remedy 
that  evil.  Up  to  the  present  time  no  method  has 
been  found  by  which  carp  can  be  cleaned  out  of 
any  stream ;  seining  will  reduce  their  numbers,  but 
it  is  practically  impossible  to  exterminate  them 
from  running  water  when  once  they  have  gotten  a 
fair  start. — American  Field. 


THE  NEW  YORK  "NATION"  ON 
MR.  SHERINGHAM. 


"Undeb  the  title  of  'An  Angler's  Hours,'  we 
have  from  the  Macmillan  Co.  a  series  of  papers  by 
H.  T.  Sheringham,  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  ail 
but  one  of  which  have  seen  previous  publication  in 
one  or  another  of  the  English  periodicals.  Mr. 
Sheringham  wields  the  pen  of  a  cultured  gentleman, 
displaying  no  obtrusive  traces  of  the  painful 
criticism  suggested  by  the  Horatiam  motto  upon 
the  dedicatory  page,  '  Vir  bo7iiis  et  i^nidims  versus 
re/prehendet  inanes,'  etc.  And  though  he  can  go 
into  remoter  fields  than  Horace  on  due  occasion, 
there  is  in  him  no  tendency  whatever  to  that  tire- 
somely  lavish  display  of  erudition  which  we  had 
occasion  to  notice  recently  in  the  anonymous 
author  of  *  Super  Flumina.'  Mr.  Sheringham  goes 
to  his  sport  with  a  nature  delicately  sensitive  to  the 
various  charms  which  the  outdoor  world  offers  to 
the  properly  attuned  angler  by  the  way,  and  so  his 
book  is  for  the  most  part  over  the  heads  of  the 
many  who  go  forth  with  no  standard  of  success 
other  than  the  catching  of  many  fish.  He  wearies 
the  reader  with  no  exclusive  fads  of  method,  does 
not  belong  to  the  self-elevated  aristocracy  which 
would  restrict  the  term  '  angler '  to  those  who  pursue 
a  single  species  of  fish  with  a  single  kind  of  lure, 
and  displays  in  general  a  sound  sense  emphatically 
commendable.  The  book  cannot  pass  without 
exception,  however.  We  follow  him  readily  enough 
in  his  semi-apologetic  and  yet  firm  assertion  that  it 
is  no  mortal  sin  to  take  a  trout  with  an  angleworm 
when  for  one  reason  or  another  you  cannot  get  him 
with  a  fly,  but  we  must  regard  it  as  an  unfortunate 
aberration  of  an  otherwise  good  man  when  we  find 
him  with  a  dark  lantern  at  midnight  covering  the 
bottom  of  the  stream  with  balls  of  dough,  and 
marking  the  spot  with  a  piece  of  paper  on  the  bank, 
in  order  to  return  at  daybreak  with  a  camp-stool 
and  make  a  catch  from  the  school  gathered  together 
in  this  easy  way.*  There  has  been  new  light  on 
the  application  of  ethics  to  sport  since  the  old 
Waltonian  days,  and  so  genial  a  member  of  the 
brotherhood  as  Mr.  Sheringham  should  be  careful. 
A  slip  of  the  pen  is  ordinarily  not  worth  the  notice 
of  the  critic,  but  the  inadvertent  substitution  of 
ounces  for  pounds  by  an  angler,  in  speaking  of  the 
weight  of  fish,  is  so  contrary  to  precedent  and 
probability  as  to  deserve  rank  among  the  curiosities 
of  literature.  Possibly  it  was  a  deep-laid  plot  of 
Mr.  Sheringham  to  gain  credit  for  certain  other 
statements,  as  of  the  irate  angler  who  waded  out 
to  a  monster  trout  which  refused  to  rise,  and  kicked 
it  in  the  side  for  its  insolent  imperturbability.'-' 

*  This  genial  American  critic  here  writes  of  what 
he  does  not  understand — quite. — Ed.  F.O, 


Pike. 


A  ROD  twelve  feet  long  and  a  ring  of  wire 

A  winder  and  barrel,  will  help  thy  desire 

In  killing  Pike :  but  the  forked  stick, 

With  a  slit  and  a  bladder — and  that  other  fine  trick. 

Which  our  artists  call  snap,  with  a  goose  or  a  duck. 

Will  kill  two  for  one,  if  you  have  any  luck: 

The  CJentry  of  Shropshire  do  merrily  smile. 

To  see  a  goose  and  a  belt  the  fish  to  beguile  ; 

When  a  Pike  suns  himself,  and  a-frogging  doth  go 

The  two-inched  hook  is  better,  I  know 

Than  the  ord'nary  snaring.    But  still  I  must  cry 

When  the  Pike  is  at  home,  "mind  the  cookery." 

— Barker. 

Lord  Bacon  supposed  this  fish  to  live  for  about 
fourty  years,  and  it  has  been  reported  to  have 
been  known  to  reach  a  hundred:  but  even  this 
lengthened  date  must  yield  to  the  account  given  by 
Gesner,  who  says  that  in  the  year  1497  a  pike  was 
caught  in  a  lake  or  pond  near  Hailbrun  in  Suabia ; 
and  attached  to  its  gill  was  found  a  brass  ring,  of 
which  a  small  part  was  still  bright  and  shining,  and 
of  which  he  gives  a  figure  with  the  inscription 
engraven  on  it. 

This  was  in  Greek,  and  a  translation  of  it  is: — 
"I  am  the  first  fish  that  was  placed  in  this  pond  by 
the  hand  of  Frederik  the  Second,  Governor  of  the 
World  on  the  Sth  October,  1230,"  from  which  adds 
this  writer  we  conclude  that  this  fish  had  reached 
the  age  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  years. — 
GoiigliH  '^British  Fishes." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  a/rri/ve  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is  very 
low  and  rain  would  do  good.  The  lower  reaches 
seem  to  be  fishing  best  owing  to  there  being  more 
colour  in  the  water.  It  has  been  a  fine  season  so 
far  for  the  river  people,  but  not  for  angling.  Some 
nice  roach  and  dace  have  been  caught  at  Twicken- 
ham, and  the  weed  fishing  for  roach  has  commenced 
at  Teddington  weir.  This  style  of  fishing  secures 
the  best  fish,  and  often  the  most  fish,  during  the 
month  of  August.  Very  few  barbel  have  been  had. 
T  hear  that  some  fine  perch  have  been  seen  in  the 
Teddington  Lock  cutting.  I  have  just  returned 
from  a  little  fishins;  at  Ringwood,  Fordingbridge, 
and  the  "King's  Fleet"  at  Felixstowe.  But  more 
of  this  later. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  has  run  down  very 
low  and  clear  now,  and  a  good  rain  is  badly  needed 
to  improve  its  condition.  There  is  very  little  stream 
indeed,  and  very  light  tackle  must  be  used  it  the 
angler  wishes  to  meet  with  any  success  at  all.  Sport 
on  the  whole  is  quiet,  especially  with  the  novices, 
but  here  and  there  the  practical  fishermen  have  met 
with  success.  Mr.  E.  Lurance  has  taken  some 
fair  chub,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Holland  has  taken  some 
good  chub  with  the  fly,  all  of  which  were  returned 
to  the  river  again.  Mr.  J.  W.  Read,  fishing  with 
G.  Arlett,  has  taken  some  chub  with  the  fly,  and  one 
of  over  41b.  with  cheese  paste.  Mr.  G.  Smith,  fishing 
with  my  son,  has  taken  chub  up  to  31b.  4oz.,  and 
three  dozen  gudgeon.  These  small  fish  are  now 
feeding  more  freely.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with 
R.  Young  at  Medenham,  had  a  good  take  of  perch, 
there  being  sixty  fish,  weighing  471b.,  best  perch 
lib.  4oz.  The  same  angler  has  also  taken  an  eel  of 
31b.  and  a  trout  of  3lb.  2oz.  Mr.  C.  Barnett,  fishing 
with  R.  Young,  at  Shiplake,  had  a  mixed  bag  of 
roach,  chub,  and  perch  and  two  small  barbel  which 
were  returned,  the  take  weighing  391b.  A  trout  of 
about  2Jlb.  has  been  taken  by  an  angler  fishing  at 
Hambledon  Weir,  where  Mr.  C.  Barnett  has  taken 
two  trout,  both  of  which  were  returned.  G.  Arlett 
netted  a  pond  in  the  neighbourhood  on  Wednesday, 
on  the  estate  of  Leonard  Noble,  Esq.  The 
fish  taken  were  turned  into  the  Thames,  details 
of  which  I  shall  be  able  to  give  next  week. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddini^on  Weir). — Water  rather 
low,  but  the  fishing  has  improved  the  last  few  days. 
Half-day  with  Mr.  Haycock,  four  bream  (largest 
2flb.),  six  dozen  dace  and  roach,  one  perch;  one 
day,  iVlr.  Heathen,  lew  chub,  roach,  and  dace; 
one  day,  Mr.  Spence  and  Mr.  Weddell,  eight  dozen 
gudgeon,  one  jack,  one  bream,  few  dace;  one  day, 
Mr.  Silvester,  eleven  bream  (largest,  31b.),  one  jack, 
three  dozen  dace ;  Mr.  Willing  has  had  jack  every 
day  up  to  51b. ;  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Redholm,  three  jack 
of  61b.,  51b.,  and  41b.;  Mr.  Tomlinson,  two  jack, 
on  July  30;  and  Mr.  North,  two  jack  of  4ilb.  and 


41b.   All  these  have  been  taken  at  the  Weir.   Tides  'i 
all  right  all  next  week. — W.  McBride.  \ 
Bottisham  Looka  (Waterbeaoli).— The  Cam  in 

places  is  now  very  low  and  sluggish,  but  the  water  j 
is  of  decent  colour.     Fishing  ia  mid-day  is  at  a  ! 
standstill,  but  early  morning  and  evening  some 
very  fair  creels  have  been  seen  with  bream,  roach  ,i 
and  perch.    Best  baits  are  gentles,  white  boiled 
wheat,  worme,  yellow  paste.    All  free  water,  four 
miles  and  on.    Punt  and  boats  on  the  spot,  but  the  , 
bank  angling  is  clean.     During  the  week  lower  . 
down  stream  best  sport  has  been  had,  especially  \ 
with  the  bream,  where  they  are  now  numerous, 
bags  from  61b.  to  101b.    The  only  present  drawback  I 
to  better  sport  is  the  river's  want  of  rain. — John  O.  1 
George,  Beohe-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornisli  Streams. — There  is  no  improvement  in 
the  rivers,  which  are  lower  than  they  have  been  for 
years.  Peal  must  of  necessity  run  where  there  is 
enough  water  to  carry  them,  and  in  the  Camel 
there  is  a  very  fine  stock,  but  they  take  nothing 
except  in  the  early  mornings  and  late  evenings.  A 
few  fishermen  on  this  river  have  been  getting  two 
or  three  in  this  way  at  a  featch.  There  is  no  im- 
provement in  the  P'owey.  Trout  fishing  is  very 
poor  from  the  same  cause. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Except  that  a 
few  peal  in  good  condition  have  been  creeled  little 
has  been  done  by  local  anglers.  The  water  remains 
very  low  and  is  exceedingly  fine.  No  sport  has 
been  obtained  during  the  day,  and  night  fishing  is  not 
very  remunerative  and  encouraging.  Since  my  last 
report,  Mr.  C.  Ackrell  landed  a  beautiful  peal  and 
nine  nice  trout;  Mr.  J.  Edmonds,  two  truff  and 
four  peal ;  Mr.  Tollit,  two  peal  and  two  trout ; 
Mr.  E.  Ackrell,  three  peal ;  and  Mr.  M.  Revell,  one 
peal.  A  freshet  ii  much  needed,  and  present 
appearances  point  to  rain,  which  will  be  exceedingly 
welcome,  and  would  have  a  good  effect  upon  the 
river  just  now. — Devonian. 

Devonsliire  Streams. — The  water  is  very  low  in 
the  Okement,  Lew,  and  Torridge,  but  some  nice 
baskets  have  been  taken  in  the  evenings,  although, 
the  fish  have  not  been  in  the  best  of  condition. 
The  Carey,  too,  is  as  low  as  it  has  been  foe  a  very 
long  time,  and, is,  more  or  less,  a  succession  o£  \ 
small  pools.    One -angler  had  half  a  dozen  brace 
of  trout  on  Saturday,  July  29,  but  otherwise 
very  little  ia  reported.  Fishing  is  also  at  a  standstill 
on  the  Blagdon  Lake.    The  C.eedy,  Culm,  Yeo  and 
Exe  are  in  much  the  same  condition  as  other  Devon- 
shire streams,  but  a  few  nice  trout  have  been  creeled 
on  the  Exe.    The  free  waters  of  the  Torridge  were 
recently  netted  for  dace.    Several  of  the  Boird  of 
Conservators  were  present,  including  the  water 
bailiff,   who  did   most  of  the  "hauling."  The 
first  haul  was  made  below  Marland  Bridge,  but  this  ' 
one,  together  with  another  "shot"  at  Dewslake,  ; 
was  somewhat  small.     Subsequently,  some  nice  ■ 
hauls  were  made,  especially  at  Caatle  Hill,  where  , 
the  largest  fish   were   seen.    Several  trout  were 
landed,  but  were  returned  to  the  water. — Devonian. 

ISze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  continued  low 
state  of  the  rivers  Exe,  Culm,  and  Creedy  has  not 
conduced  to  heavy  creels,  but  in  the  evenings  and 
early  mornings  aapping  and  upstream  worming 
have  accounted  for  a  few  large  trout  in  the  deep 
pools.  In  the  canal  some  fine  roach,  eels,  perch, 
and  tench  have  been  caught  with  paste,  worms, 
minnow,  and  whitebait.  I  hear  that  a  gentleman, 
fishing  at  Seaton  last  week,  was  fortunate  enough 
to  secure  three  pollack  with  line,  which  together 
weighed  281b.,  the  largest  fish  going  about  121b. 
Bass  are  rather  off  just  now,  but  some  fine  eels 
have  been  taken  with  sand-eel  for  bait,  Mr.  R. 
Mostyn  securing  three  of  about  2|lb.  each,  while 
others  successful  have  been  Messrs.  White,  Cobley, 
Titley,  Garford,  Pollard,  Copp,  Knight,  HoUman, 
Hansom,  Duchcherer,  and  two  visitors.  Mullet  came 
on  the  feed  a  little  on  Aug.  2,  and  ten  fair-sized  ( 
fish  were  caught  with  rag-worm. — Red  Paljier.  'j 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — A  nice  rain  is  falUng  this  i 
(Thursday)  morning,  and  should  improve  angling  t 
prospects.     Jack   and    perch  fishing  opened  on  i 
Wednesday,  but  down  to  the  time  of  writing  I  have  I 
only  heard  of  one  jack  (2Jlb.)  being  taken.  Some 
excellent  roach  have  been  landed  in  the  Ware,  Rye 
House,  and  St.  Margaret's  waters,  and  it  is  reported 
that  a  5Jlb.  barbel  has  been  captured  at  Rye  House. 
A  number  of  fine  bream  have  been  taken  in  the 
Hertford  waters,  including  a  brace  scaling  9Jlb., 
landed  by  Mr.  J.  Warren.    Some  roach  have  been 
catight  in  the  Stort,  and  in  the  Beane  Mr.  W.  F. 
Grimmett-has  creeled  another  fine  dace  weighing 
1  lb.  -^oz. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Little  Onse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing,  some  nice  swims  are  cut  and 
baited.  Some  very  nice  catches  have  beeo  made  : 
one  gentleman  weighed  in  thirteen  roach  weighing 
121b.,  the  largest  lib.  lOoz.  Mr.  J.  K.  Bohling, 
C.L.P.S.,  and  W.  S.  Price,  E.A.S.,  caught  some 
roach  up  to  1  lb.  and  dace  up  to  Jib.  There  is  every 
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prospect  of  good  sport.  Boats,  baits,  etc. ,  from 
Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

iMUgs  "-nd  Arrow  (Leominstsr). — Both  streams 
are  running  low  and  clear  and  not  in  the  best  of 
condition  for  fishing.  Rain  is  much  needed.  Fish 
have  been  moving  at  the  Red  Spinner,  Wickham, 
White- Winged  Coachman,  and  moths,  and  some 
good-aized  trout  and  grayling  have  been  landed. 
Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been  successful.  The  Pinsley 
is  low  and  clear,  sport  quiet  on  it  of  late. — Gvvynne. 

None  (Feterborongli). — Circumstances  have  re- 
mained favourable  for  angling  during  the  week  just 
passed,  and  many  good  baskets  have  been  secured. 
Some  good  roach  and  bream  have  been  caught, 
Mr.  G.  Ward,  on  July  31,  landing  about  two  stone, 
his  best  bream  weighing  3^1b.  and  31b.  ;  eight  of 
his  roach  were  over  1  lb.  each  ;  Mr.  F.  Peake,  jun., 
also  landed  Ist.  91b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Manning  1st.  5lb. 
This  week's  catches  are  the  best  samples  of  fish 
taken  here  for  a  long  time. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — At  time  of  re- 
porting (Aug.  2)  the  river  is  as  low,  weedy,  and 
slimy  as  it  can  well  be.  It  wants  a  rousing  freshet 
to  give  things  a  fresh  start.  The  trout  rise  freely 
of  an  eveniug.  but  will  scarcely  look  at  the 
artificial  fly.  The  river,  two  evenings  ago,  was  in 
a  perfect  boil  with  rising  fish,  but  they  were 
the  illusory  rises  which  occur  every  season  about 
this  time — wet  and  dry  artificials  were  alike  un- 
heeded, and  no  natural  fly  or  midge  could  be  seen 
on  the  water  to  account  for  such  a  furious  rise. 
Some  people  think  the  fish  are  glutting  minute  larvae 
rising  from  the  bottom  of  the  river — so  small  as  to 
be  undiscemible  by  the  human  eye.  Nothing  doing 
with  peal  as  yet. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  a  bit  low,  but 
a  nice  colour.  Bream  have  not  come  on  properly 
yet,  but  no  doubt  it  is  a  matter  of  a  day  or  so  as 
there  are  great  shoals  of  them  sporting  about. — 

A.  SCABD. 

Plymonth. — We  are  sadly  in  want  of  water  for 
the  rivers,  and  I  am  afraid  a  lot  of  salmon  are 
being  lifted  out  without  a  rod.  They  are  confined 
to  the  pools,  and  cannot  get  up  over  the  stickles  as 
there  is  not  sufficient  water  to  cover  the  stones. 
Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  the 
upper  waters  with  the  Wood  Fly,  and  a  few  peal 
that  have  been  marked  during  the  day  have  been 
taken  by  the  night  fishers.  We  want  forty-eight 
hours'  good  rain. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanjnuy- 
nech). — The  weather  still  continues  of  the  most 
tantalising  description  from  an  angler's  point  of 
view.  On  Wednesday  in  last  week  there  was  every 
appearance  of  a  regular  downpour  which  ended  in 
but  a  few  heavy  showers,  which  had  a  very  partial 
scope,  and  did  not  affect  the  rivers  in  the  least.  The 
same  thing  occurred  on  Saturday,  but  the  rain  passed 
away,  and  now  again,  at  the  time  of  writing,  the 
barometer  is  falling  rapidly  and  heavy  rain  threatens. 
The  sun  is  not  so  much  in  evidence  this  week  as 
last,  but  angling  is  neaily  at  a  standstill,  as  the 
rivers  are  so  very  low  and  the  water  so  bright  and 
clear.  — V  y  rn  w  y. 

Stour  (Bnres,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still 
clear  and  no  steam  running.  In  the  Bures  Head, 
owing  to  the  Navigation  Company  repairing  the 
flood-gates,  the  river  is  2ft.  under  its  summer  level 
and  quite  stagnant,  which  I  am  afraid  will  disturb 
the  fishing  for  the  holiday .9.  A  few  roach  have  been 
taken  and  some  bream,  Mr.  H.  Baker,  in  a 
morning's  fishing,  having  five  bream  running  from 
31b.  to  4Jlb.,  but  spoit  is  very  slow. — W.  T. 
Bainbridge. 

Snasez  Bivers  and  Chicliester  Canal. — The 
weather — that  all-important  factor  in  sport  pisca- 
torial and  otherwise — has  been  propitious,  yet  fish 
have  not  fed  well  in  any  water.  The  second 
anniversary  of  the  Brighton  Trafalgar  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  on  July  30,  the  Adur  at 
Steyning  as  the  venue;  small  takes  were  realised. 
Mr.  F.  King  and  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove  tied  for  first 
honours  with  31b.  2[oz.,  Mr.  B.  Bowman  taking  third 
place  with  1  lb.  7oz.  A  friendly  match  took  place 
on  the  same  date  at  Henfleld  between  the  Brighton 
Anglers'  Association  and  the  Wimbleton  Anglers. 
The  visitors  were  the  successful  team.  The  canal 
at  Chichester  is  in  good  order,  but  sport  among  the 
big  fish  has  slowed  down.  Small  fry  are  taken  in 
quantities,  but  nothing  over  21b.  in  the  way  of 
bream  has  been  notified  mo.  A  few  guod  eels 
ip  to  2^1b.  have  boon  taken  at  the  basin  with 
'lead  bait;  and  for  all  round  fishing  the  basin  is, 
with  it}  freedom  from  weeds,  and  fiorn  six  to  seven 
feet  of  water,  and  from  its  close  proximity  to  the 
city,  the  best  spot  for  those  who  can  only  afford  a 
few  hours.  Early  morning  and  late  evening  is  the 
best  time,  when  the  crowd  is  absent.  Several 
habilwis  of  glorious  Goodwood  spent  a  few  hours 
here  this  week,  and  are  as  proud  of  a  pound  fish  as 
of  spotting  a  winner.  A  (juantity  of  smelt  aro  in 
the  harbour,  a  few  salmon,  and  a  quantity  of  bass. 
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Fish  up  to  3Jlb.  are  notified,  and  from  five  to  six 
dozen  smelt  per  tide. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  very  low  and  clear.  The  weather  has 
been  dull,  and  rain  threatens,  and  the  fish  have 
moved  a  little  better  in  the  daytime,  but  night  is 
the  best  time  for  sport.  There  has  been  a  good  few 
anglers  out  with  the  fly.  Bottom  fishers  have  also 
been  busy.  At  the  end  of  last  week,  Mr.  Husk 
landed  three  fine  fish,  one  scaling  21b.  loz.,  and  the 
others  1  lb.  each.  Mr.  Page,  near  New  Bridge, 
took  three  trout,  one  1  lb.,  and  the  others  ^Ib.  each, 
with  wasp  grub.  On  July  31,  some  nice  grayling 
and  trout  were  caught  below  Ludford  with  fly. 
Near  Barrett's  Mill,  good  grayling  have  been  taken 
with  fly.  Trout  1  lb.  and  I^lb.  have  been  caught 
in  the  Corve  with  wasp  grub. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  ITei|fhbouring 
Rivers. — Our  northern  rivers  still  remain  very  low ; 
fishing  prospects  for  holiday  makers  are  anything 
but  encouraging.  The  mouth  of  the  Tyne  is  packed 
with  salmon  waiting  a  flood.  Sea-trout  and  salmon 
are  up  to  Felton  on  the  Coquet.  One  fish  of  101b. 
was  killed  by  a  Newcastle  angler  last  week.  Some 
fresh  run  fish  are  up  the  Aln,  which  are  very  shy 
through  the  low  condition  of  the  water.  Odd  fish 
are  taken,  evening  fishing.  A  friend  of  ours  having 
fishing  on  the  Liddle,  writes  that  sea-trout  and 
herling  are  very  numerous,  and  nice  baskets  are 
the  results  by  night  fishing.  Sea  fishing  on  our 
coast  is  doing  well.  Some  good  catches  of  codling, 
etc.,  are  frequently  reported.  The  mackerel  have 
put  in  an  appearance.  Sailing  boats  had  a  good 
time  with  spinners  and  fly. — Hy.  A.  Murton,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (TTsk). — The  river  still  remains  in  the  same 
extremely  low  condition,  and  no  salmon  angling  is 
being  done,  and  very  little  trouting.  With  the 
exception  of  those  resident,  there  are  no  season 
ticket-holders  in  the  town.  On  Saturday  last  a 
number  of  dace  fishermen  were  on  the  river  from 
the  Pontypool  district,  but  they  did  not  meet  with 
much  success.  There  is  no  prospect  of  any  sport 
until  there  is  a  good  fresh.  The  Association  water 
bailiffs  netted  the  river  last  week,  but  not  many 
salmon  were  taken. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
still  continue  to  be  very  low  and  clear,  so  that 
fishing  has  almost  been  at  a  standstill.  A  few  rods 
have  been  plying  on  the  Wye,  but  with  rather  poor 
results,  one  and  two  brace  being  about  the  best 
baskets.  Unless  the  fishermen  turn  out  early  in  the 
morning  their  creels  will  be  light,  as  this  is  about 
the  best  month  for  early  morning  fishing,  and  also 
late  in  the  evening,  and  take  a  rest  in  the  daytime. 
The  Derwent  afforded  a  few  nice  fish,  both  trout 
and  grayling;  those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the 
Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  fisheries  have  taken 
two  or  three  brace  each,  fishing  late.  Similar  creels 
have  been  taken  by  those  wlio  have  been  fishing 
the  Darloy  Dale  Club  water.  The  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  also  yielded 
several  nice  catches,  Messrs.  Ansley,  Gudgeon 
and  Cooper  have  landed  a  nice  lot  of  good  fish. 
This  portion  of  the  Derwent  should  improve  as  the 
grayling  season  advances.  The  prospect  is  good  as 
the  weather  promises  for  rain,  which  is  wanted 
badly.  Useful  flies:  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Black  Gnat,  Golden  Dun,  Evening,  Large  Yellow, 
Coachman,  and  Orange  Bumble. — DotteueIj. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Derwent,  Nidd,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  the  last  report  we  have  had  a 
few  showery  days,  but  still  there  is  no  change  in  the 
state  of  the  rivers  and  their  tributaries.  Considering 
the  very  low  water,  a  few  anglers  have  done 
well  in  the  early  mornings  by  fishing  the  worm 
well  upstream ;  also  in  the  evenings  by  fishing 
fly.  In  the  deeps  the  dace  have  been  good  to 
get  with  the  maggot  and  wasp  grub.  At 
Boroughbridge  some  nice  fish  have  been  caught. 
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Mr.  Nutter  had  nice  sport,  including  a  barbel 
weighing  close  upon  51b.  Very  few  anglers  have 
been  fishing  the  Swale  in  the  upper  reaches  at 
Richmond  and  Catterick  Bridge.  At  the  Petty 
Sessions,  at  Richmond,  F.  Patton,  of  Dariingto  i, 
was  summoned  by  Charles  Young  Moses,  of  thi 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  for  fishing  in  the  Swale, 
at  Richmond,  on  June  20,  with  a  transferred 
licence.  Mr.  Moses  prosecuted,  and  said  that  the 
practice  of  transferring  licences  was  common  in  this 
and  other  parts  of  the  district.  He  asked  for  a  reason- 
able penalty  and  costs  as  a  warning  to  others,  and 
intimated  that  in  future  cases  tho  person  lending 
the  licence  would  also  be  proceeded  against.  The 
bench  agreed  that  it  was  the  proper  course  to  take. 
The  defendant  was  fined  2s.  Od.  and  costs  17s.  Od. 
A  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Wharfe,  which  is  still  low.  A  few  nice  panniers 
oi  fish  have  been  caught  in  the  Burnsall  water. 
Lower  down,  in  the  district  of  Bolton  Woods, 
a  few  brace  of  fish  were  caught  with  the 
fly,  the  best  flies  being  August  Brown,  Dot 
terel  and  Yellow,  Light  Watchet,  Poult  Bloa, 
Knotted  Midge  and  Stone  Midge.  The  bottom 
fishers  have  done  better  in  the  lower  reaches 
at  Collingham,  Boston  Spa,  and  Tadcaster ;  some 
very  nice  barbel  have  been  caught  during  the  last 
few  days.  A  local  angler  caught  a  fine  one  weighing 
close  upon  71b.  at  Tadcaster  the  other  day.  Some 
very  nice  bream  have  also  been  caught  lately,  some 
of  them  weighing  up  to  4  Jib.  The  I3ritannia  match 
was  held  on  July  30,  and  109  anglers  contested.  The 
first  five  were: — Mr.  W.  Armytage,  41b.  13oz.,  Mr. 
T.  Burns,  21b.  13Joz.,  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  Mr.  T. 
Gunnee,  and  Mr.  AlE  Richardson.  Mr.  E.  Boden 
has  been  having  fine  sport  at  Woolley  Dam 
amongst  the  bream.  On  Saturday  (July  29)  ho 
landed  a  fine  one,  weighing  close  upon  (ilb., 
with  a  single  maggot  on  the  finest  of  gut. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Doncaster,  showed  a  fine  basket  of 
mixed  fish  weighing  34lb.  lOJoz.,  including  silver 
bream,  rudd,  roach  and  tench.  The  Nidd  is  in  fair 
trim.  During  the  past  few  days  some  exceptionally 
fine  baskets  of  coarse  fish  have  been  caught  in  the 
lower  reaches  at  Walshford  Bridge  and  Cowthorpe. 
Unless  rain  falls  before  the  end  of  the  week,  angling 
matters  will  be  very  quiet  on  most  of  our  trout 
streams  as  the  majority  of  them  are  in  a  filthy 
condition,  and  require  thoroughly  cleansing  out. — 
J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — Both  the  Beauly  and  Conon 
continue  very  low,  and  very  few  fish  have  ascended 
to  the  upper  waters.  Fishing  the  Home  and  Falls 
beats  of  the  Beaufort  Castle  waters  during  the 
week,  the  Messrs.  Phipps  had  the  following  sport : 
—On  July  24,  three  grilse  of  SJlb.,  4Jlb.,  and  3ilb., 
as  well  as  two  sea- trout  of  21b.  and  1  lb.  ;  on  July  25, 
two  grilse  of  5 Jib.  and  51b.,  as  well  as  a  beautiful 
sea-trout  of  31b.;  on  July  26,  four  grilse  of  6^1b., 
5Jlb.,  5ilb.,  and  51b.,  and  two  sea  troutof  21b.  each  ; 
on  July  28,  two  nice  grilse  of  71b.  and  61b.  On  the 
Struy  beat  three  nice  grilse  of  61b.,  5Jlb.,  and  51b. 
were  got.  The  net  fishings  on  July  26  and  29  were 
very  improductive,  less  than  a  dozen  salmon  and 
grilse  being  landed.  On  the  Conon  very  little  fishing  . 
was  done,  about  twenty  salmon  and  grilse  being 
had  in  the  nets,  and  only  four  grassed  by  anglers, 
the  weights  being  61b.,  51b  ,  4Jlb.,  and  4lb.  Not 
nearly  the  usual  numbers  of  fish  are  to  be  seen  in 
the  Scatwell  and  Strath  Conon  waters.  The  Glas.s 
AND  Lochs. — Fair  sport  was  had  in  the  Glass  by 
anglers  from  the  Cannich  Hotel,  the  weather  being 
suitable.  The  best  basket  was  one  of  131b.  on 
July  27,  while  others  ran  from  61b.  to  1 1  lb.  The 
lochs  in  the  Strathglass  and  Strathfarar  districts 
are  fishing  as  well  as  they  have  done  for  years,  and 
some  very  heavy  baskets  have  been  had  on  MoUhe 
and  Loch  Morar,  where  a  beautiful  brown  trout 
of  5 Jib.  was  brought  to  basket.    Lochs  Gabve, 

LUICHART,    ACHANALT,    AND    LOCHROSQUE. — TheSe 

four  lochs  continue  to  afford  some  excellent  sport. 
Garve  and  Luichart  aro  mainly  fished  by  anglers 
from  Garve  Hotel  and  Strathpeffer.  The  best 
baskets  had  on  Garve  wero  two  of  1 1  lb.  and  1 31b. 
on  July  28,  while  on  Luichart  a  basket  of  151b. 
was  landed  on  July  27  as  well  as  others  of  from 
71b.  to  101b.  A  pike  of  161b.  was  also  landed. 
Messrs.  Beaufort  and  Sommerville  had  fair  sport 
on  Achanalt,  among  their  catches  being  trout  of 
41b.  and  4.Ub.  The  pike  infest  the  loch  in  shoals, 
and  the  advisability  of  netting  them  off  is  being 
urged  upon  the  riparian  proprietors.  Lochrosque 
yielded  some  nice  creels  to  anglers  from  Lochrosque 
House  and  Ledgown — the  best  reported  was  one  of 
161b.,  and  the  best  trout  4lb.  9oz.  Locu  Makee. — 
Splendid  sport  continues  to  be  had  on  Loch  Maree 
by  anglers  from  Mr.  MaoAllister's  Loch  Maree  Hotel. 
Fisliing  on  July  21,  Mr.  Coleby  had  six  sea-trout, 
weighing  51b.  ;  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  six  .sea-trout, 
weighing  8|lb.  ;  Mr.  Veasey,  three,  weighing  31b.  ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  five  of  fijlb.  ;  Mr.  Ackworth,  seven. 
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Cucerne  ana  ii$  Cake: 


MOST    LOVELY  OF  SWISS 
RESORTS. 


ONLY  22  HOURS  FROM 
LONDON. 

¥ 

ONLY  11  HOURS  FROM 
PARIS. 
¥ 

Through    Trains  leave 
twice  daily  from  Calais, 
and  also  from  Ostend. 


'T'O  render  Lake  and  River 
Fishing  more  easily 
accessible  to  lovers  of  this 
fascinating  sport,  the  pro- 
fessional fisherman  is  no  longer 
permitted  to  monopolize  this 
district  as  heretofore.  Amateur 
anglers  have  therefore  a  freer 
scope  for  Trout,  Pike,  and 
Perch  Angling.  Every  facility 
is  now  extended  to  the  pisca- 
torial devotee.  Licenses,  at 
exceedingly  moderate  rates  for 
one  or  more  months,  from  the 
Official  Enquiry  Bureau, 
Lucerne. 


MAKERS  OF 
BEST  SPLIT  CANE 

RODS 

/LIGHT  AND  STIFF,  FOR\ 
V      DRY  FLY  WORK 


45,  Jermyn  Street,  St.  James', 
LONDON,  S.W. 


Write  for  1905 
Illustrated  Cata- 
logue, Post  Free. 


MALCOM  &  GO 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 


INVKNTOKS  OF  THB   .    .  . 

''□CannedL  Angola." 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 
WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Field,  June  iiO,  190u. 

WOOLLEN  WAOING  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER JQUARE,  W.C. 

CATALOQUEi  QRATIS. 


14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool 

(The  original  tyers  of  Floating  Flies). 

SlK.-ciuI  Puttcms  fiJiiii'd  lu  .jnli-r,     Holland's  Floating;  Flies  -.m-         KiviiiK  sati»f:ictioii.  Why 

liuciuiic-  tlit-yarc  iii.-ulc-  uiirU-r  tlii' ilir.  i  1 1  t  :i  My  I'islimn.in  nilh  ..m  i-  3U  .V(.iir»' usDeiiuiu-c.    W/fc  know  wljat 

clanK  of  VVkk  yon  want.  'I'ry  tlicin  :  Tin  Halford  Series  of  Flies  Tuiilchcd  direct  from  nature.  Tli. 
grctttrnt  triiimiih  in  Fly  DrcKBiug.  Tin  „  |  |,,  a  k,ii  uiini  all  oth.  rK  fail.  U«u  the  cmrixt  imitation  of  th 
natural  fiy  on  tlic  water  ami  you  will  kill  .vom  llt.li  .  i.  i.v  tiiin-.    Tli.-y  are  worth  a  trial. 

SPECIAL  FLY  FISHING  CASTS  AND  POINTS.         GUT  A  SPECIALITY. 
We  are  now  hooking  ..nli'i-n  for  these  Flies.    Full  details  on  aiii.lieation.    Avoid  ilisapiiointment.  Auiateu 
Fly  J^ressers'  Itequisiles,   .Si'h^eteil  Hackles  on  Hkinsor  Loosi-.    jHeil  llaekles  of  all  shades.   Olives,  ele,  Wool 
Fur,  Moh.an-,  (Jontlor,  ■  I'eaeoek  Quills,  cte.    Jlooks,  Silk,  Wax;  all  at  very  reaaonahle  priecs,   UutLul  und  Cilta 
loyue  va  application.   Include  postaye. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  AND 
GALEDONIAN  RAILWAYS 


ROYAL  MAIL 

CORRIDOR  TRAINS, 

WEST  COAST 

LUNCHEON,  TEA,  AND 

ROUTE. 

DINING  CARS. 

Quickest  Train  Service  London,  Birmingham,  Bristol,  Liverpool' 
and  Manchester  to  Glasgow  (Central). 

ADDITIONAL  AND  ACCELERATED  TRAINS,  JULY,  AUGUST, 
AND  SEPTEMBER,  1905. 


A 

B 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m.l  a.m. 

a.m.  p.m.  p.nu 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m.  p.m. 

Lundou  (Eiistuu)      ...  . 

.  dep. 

5  15 

9  55 

10   0  10   0,10  5 

11  30  2    Ol  7  45 

8  0 

8  50 

11  35  11  5(1 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m.  p.m. 

p.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.iu. 

a.m.'  a.m. 

EUiulmrgli  (Princes  St.)  .. 

.  arr. 

3  0 

6  10 

6  15 

7  55  10  30 

6  10 

7  35;  ... 

Glasgow  (Central)    ...  . 

3  0 

615!  ... 

7  .55  10  20 

6  25 

...  1  7  50 

Greenock   

i  20 

ci 

7   3  ... 

3  1811  S! 

8d  1 

...   :  9  40 

Gourock  

4  34 

(M 

9  33  11  22( 

8o  18 

...   1  9  10 

Oban   

Ua  5 

ti 

■  s 

::; 

...     4  45 

8  .50 

12  0 

2c  10  ... 

Perth   

5  30 

...  ■  8  0 

...    12  25 

4  40 

5  20 

8  35 

8d  .50  -. 

Inverness,  i.-ia  Dunkeld  . 

3 

<; 

...    5c  10 

9  8 

1  50  ... 

Dundee  

7b  15 

.     '  8  40 

...      1  5 

6  35 

9d  45  ... 

Aberdeen   

S)  5 

...    lU  20 

...     3  5 

7  16 

Ild25i  ... 

Ballater  

a 

...    80  55 

9  45 

2   0  ... 

Inverness,  cia  Aberdeen . 

3 

P5 

1 

...    7o  36j 

12  5 

6   0  ... 

A — Passengers  by  the  7.45  ]).m.  from  Euston  will  arrive  at  Inverness  at  8.35  a.m.  up  to  August 
14th.    This  Train  does  not  run  on  .Saturday  nights. 
B— Saturdays  excepted. 

a— Arrives  Oban  7.30  p.m.  on  Fridays,  b — Arrives  Dundee  (West)  0.50  p.m.  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  c— Sundays  excepted,  d — On  Sunday  morning  arrive  Greenock  8.15  a.m.,  Perth  8.45 
a.m.,  Dundee  9.1.5  a.m.,  and  Aberdeen  11.30  a.m. 

A  Special  Train  will  leave  Euston  at  6.20  p.m.  up  to  August  14th,  Saturday  and 
Sunday  nights  excepted,  for  the  conveyance  of  horses  and  private  carriages,  to  all  parts 
of  Scotland.    A  carriage  for  the  conveyance  of  dogs  will  be  attached  to  this  Train. 
For  further  iiurticulars  see  the  (.'omiianies'  Time  Tables,  Guides,  and  Notices. 

FREOERICK  HAEKISON,  General  Manager,  L.  &  N.  W.  Eailway. 
K.  SriLLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 

Jvlij,  1905. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  GORDON  HOTELS. 


GRAND  HOTEL  ■  . 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  & 
WHITEHALL  ROOMS  • 
HOTEL  VICTORIA 
CROSVENOR  HOTEL  • 
FIRST  AVENUE  HOTEL 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■ 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■ 


LONDON. 
LONDON. 


BURLINGTON  HOTEL  EASTBOURNE. 
CLIFTONVILLE  HOTEL  MARGATE. 
GRAND  HOTEL  ■      ■  BROADSTAIRS 
LONDON.         LORD  WARDEN  HOTEL  DOVER. 
LONDON.         ROYAL  PIER  HOTEL    RYDE,  I.  OF  W. 
LONDON.     .     HOTEL  ROYAL  ■      ■  DIEPPE. 
BRIGHTON.       HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■  MONTE  GARLO 

FOLKESTONE.    HOTEL  METROPOLE  .  GANNES. 

Renowned  for  Good  Management.  Moderate  Charges. 

Tariffs  on  application  to  tlie  Managers. 

G  O  R  I>0  N    HOTELS,  Ltd. 
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totalling  51b. ;  Mr.  Auld,  twelve  of  131b.  ;  Mr.  Kemp 
Welch  and  Mr.  Lyle,  fishin^r  from  the  one  boat, 
thirteen  sea-trout,  creeling  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  TumbuU  had 
fourteen  sea-trout,  weighingls^lb. ;  and  Mr.  Thom- 
son, five,  weighing  81b.  On  July  22,  Mr.  Veasey 
had  five,  (iilb. ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  four,  weighing  2ilb.  ; 
Mr.  Thomson,  six,  weighing  71b. ;  Mr.  Scott's  boat 
vielded  eight  beauties  that  turned  the  scales  at 
18Hb. ;  Mr.  Cutler,  eight  of  31b. ;  Mr.  Welch  and 
Mr.  Lyle,  again  in  the  same  boat,  six,  weighing  81b. ; 
Mr.  Turnbull  had  two,  weighing  Ulb. ;  Mr.  Wother- 
spoon  and  Mr.  Coleby,  sharing  the  one  boat,  brought 
in  foiu-  that  turned  the  scales  at  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Mellor  had 
two,  weighing  l^lb.  each;  and  Mr.  Ackworth,  three 
of  21b.  On  July  25,  Mr.  Thomson  landed  eight 
sea-trout,  weighing  101b. ;  Mr.  Kennedy  had  five, 
weighing  9ilb. ;  Mr.  Ackworth  brought  in  ten, 
weighing  6l6. ;  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Halley,  five  of 
3^1  b. ;  Mr.  Turnbull,  six,  weighing  41b.;  Mr.  Lyle 
and  Mr.  Kemp  Welch,  five  of  31b.  ;  j\Ir.  Herring, 
four  of  3ilb.  ;  and  Mr.  Veasey,  six  of  -lib.  The 
total  for  the  three  days'  angling  was  thus  the 
capital  one  of  168  sea-trout,  weighing  167ilb.,  or 
at  the  rate  of  fifty-six  per  day.  Loch  Ness. — 
Fishing  Loch  Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  Mr.  R.  Hunt, 
Liverpool,  had  a  grilse  of  71b.,  while  on  July  21, 
Mr.  W.  Sutton,  Surrey,  had  a  fine  sea-trout,  weigh- 
ing 61b.  Loch  Tollie. — Fi?hing  Loch  ToUie  from 
the  Gairloch  Hotel,  on  July  22,  Messrs.  Simpson 
and  Anderson  had  forty  nice  trout,  scaling  121b. 
Altxahaeba. — Anglers  out  from  this  hotel  are 
having  good  sport  on  Loch  Loyal,  Loch  Nauer, 
and  Loch  Meaddie,  baskets  of  from  61b.  to  1 1  lb. 
being  brought  in  daily. — A.  R. 

Border  Hsk  and  Liddle. — Fishing  in  the  water 
below  Langholm,  Messrs.  J.  Turnbull,  A.  Irving, 
and  J.  Warwick  had  each  a  sea-trout;  Mr.  W. 
Weatherstone  caught  two  sea- trout,  3ilb.,  and  had 
another  couple,  2 Jib.  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson  had  five 
sea-trout  at  night  fishing ;  Mr.  T.  Bell  had  seven 
sea-trout,  two  herling,  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Major 
Robertson,  Musselburgh,  had  two  sea-trout  and 
some  nice  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  tributaries  ; 
Mr.  Jameson,  Preston,  had  one  sea-trout  and  some 
herling.  Mr.  T.  Hatton,  Newcastle,  had  a  basket  of 
yellow  trout.  In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  D.  Little  had 
one  sea-trout  on  the  English  side  of  the  Cauldron 
pool;  Mr.  W.  Bell  had  one  sea-trout  and  some 
herling;  Mr.  Reginald  Steel  had  a  good  basket  of 
sea-trout  and  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  two  sea-trout 
and  two  herling ;  Mr.  T,  Cairns,  four  sea-trout  and 
three  herling ;  Mr.  M.  Armstrong,  three  sea-trout 
and  some  herling;  Mr.  R.  Ferguson,  two  sea  trout 
and  a  few  herling ;  Dr.  Anderson,  five  sea-trout ; 
Dr.  Belilo,  six  sea-trout,  several  herling,  and 
some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  A.  Thompson,  a  dozen 
yellow  trout,  in  Ewes;  Messrs.  T.  Bell  and 
J.  Clark  had  each  sea- trout  in  Langholm  water. 
Fishing  in  Liddle  water,  Mr.  J.  Cowan,  Newcastle- 
ton,  had  a  sea-trout  and  two  dozen  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  D.  Ferguson,  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  T.  Edgar, 
Glasgow,  had  some  herling  and  forty-eight  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  a  nice  basket  of  yellow 
trout  and  some  herling;  Mr.  Jas.  Beattie  liad  a 
basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Hermitage ;  Mr.  J. 
Jardine,  seven  sea-trout  and  some  herhng  in  the 
mid-reaches  of  the  Esk ;  Mr.  0.  Armstrong,  four 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  Edgar,  three  sea-trout  and  some 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Steel,  Canonbie,  had  five  sea- 
trout;  Mr.  A.  Jardine,  half -a  dozen  sea-trout  and 
some  herling;  Mr.  W.  Irving,  four  sea-trout 
and  some  herling ;  Mr.  A.  Elliot,  three  sea-trout 
and  some  herling ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  two  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  three  sea- 
trout  and  four  herling  ;  Mr.  S.  McKune  had  three 
sea-trout  and  four  herling;  Mr.  J.  Goodale,  four 
sea  trout  and  some  herling;  Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr,  two 
sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  John  Waters,  two 
sea- trout  and  several  herling  ;  Mr.  T.  Morrison  had 
a  basket  of  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson  had  a 
nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Tarras ;  Mr.  Little, 
two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Wauchope ;  Mr.  Kelson, 
two  sea-trout  in  Langholm  water;  Mr.  J.  Hark- 
neis,  three  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr. 
J.  Storey,  two  sea- trout;  Mr.  Ballantyne,  two 
sea-trout  and  some  herling;  Mr.  J.  Cox,  three 
sea-trout  in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  J.  Dickson, 
a  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Liddle;  Mr.  W.  Borth- 
Wick,  two  herling  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W. 
.-\rmstrong,  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  G. 
Little,  two  soa-trout.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Double  water,  Mr.  Reed  had  a  nice  basket  of  herling, 
and  several  good  baskets  of  herling  have  been  got 
in  the  Netheiby  resarved  water,  and  also  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  preserves.  A  few  sea-trout 
have  been  got  in  the  .Esk  above  J^angholm,  and 
there  i.^  good  fishing  between  Byreburn  and  the 
Cross  Keys  water,  while  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Liddle  are  affording  fair  sport.  Mr.  H.  Foster, 
Ljngtown,  h&d  five  herling  in  the  Double  water; 
Mr.  W.  Chambers,  Longtown,  had  three  sea-trout 
and  four  herling ;  Mr.  Rorno  caught  six  sea-trout 


and  four  herling ;  Mr.  T.  Hedger,  nine  herling  and 
four  dozen  yellow  trout;  and  Mr.  J.  Johnstone, 
three  sea-trout  at  a  night  fishing. — Gilnockik. 

Durness. — Fishing  from  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on 
July  26,  Mr.  Falconer,  on  Loch  Cealladoil,  had  one 
trout,  3lb.  ;  Mr,  A.  F.  Bristowe,  on  Loch  Airaidh 
Nabiecne,  had  trout  weighing  161b.  On  July  27, 
Messrs.  Eve  and  Falconer,  on  Loch  Meadaidh,  five 
trout,  3ilb.,  and  on  July  28,  on  Loch  Cealladoil,  one 
trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  A.  F.  Bristowe,  on  Loch  Inshore, 
thirty-six  trout,  121b.  On  July  31,  Mr.  A.  F. 
Bristowe,  on  Loch  Cealladoil,  two  trout,  SJlb. 
(heaviest,  31b.). — J.  K.  Morrison. 

Kebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  of  sea-trout  at  Finsbay 
during  July  for  two  rods  fishing  on  seventeen  days 
has  been  397,  weighing  1651b.  lloz.  Fishing  the 
Obbe  Lochs  from  Rodel  Messrs.  Anderson  and 
Dixon  have  had  five  salmon  weighing  381b.  4oz., 
the  heaviest  being  141b.  ;  Mr.  Binnie  one  salmon, 
5Jlb.  ;  total  catch  of  sea-trout  165,  heaviest,  41b. 
12oz. — G.  D.  Stirling. 

Inchuadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  J uly  25, 
Captain  and  Mr.  Carr,  on  Loch  Awe,  fifteen  trout, 
6 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Keeling,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  61b. 
On  July  26,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Lower  Inver,  two 
grilse,  ii^lh.  and  5Jlb.  On  July  27,  Mr.  Andrews, 
on  Upper  Inver,  seven  trout,  71b.  On  July  28,  Mr. 
Andrews,  on  Lower  Inver,  ten  trout,  101b.,  and  one 
salmon,  15Jlb. — W.  Wallace. 

Iiocliinver  (Culagf  Hotel). — On  July  24,  Mr. 
Marshall,  three  sea  trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Hunter,  one, 
ilb. ;  Major  Squire,  six  trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Skene  (sea), 
quantity  of  haddock  and  whiting.  On  July  25, 
Mr.  Marshall,  nine  trout,  3Jlb  ;  Mr.  Hunter  and 
Misses  Hunter,  eighteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Park,  one  sea- 
trout,  ilh.  On  July  26,  Mrs.  Marshall,  one  salmon, 
6Jlb. ;  Major  Squire,  one  sea-trout,  41b.  On  July  27, 
Mr.  Park,  one  brown  trout,  1  lb.,  and  four  sea- 
trout,  5flb.  ;  Mr.  Hunter,  fourteen  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Marshall,  one  grilse,  41b.  On  Jvily  28,  Major  Squire, 
ten  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  and  Misses  Hunter,  one  jerox, 
5Jlb.,  and  ten  trout,  5Jlb.  On  July  29,  "  Piscator," 
one  salmon,  7Jlb.,  and  one  sea-trout,  Ijlb. ;  Mr. 
Marshall,  one  salmon,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Park,  one  salmon, 
81b.,  and  one  sea-trout,  IJlb. ;  Major  Squire,  four 
sea-trout,  21b. — John  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Not  for  many  years  has 
Loch  Leven  produced  so  heavy  creels  as  during 
the  past  week,  when  the  weather  was  showery, 
though  during  the  past  three  days  the  wind  has 
been  strong  and  gusty  from  the  south-west.  Nearly 
all  the  fish  captured  were  taken  with  fly.  The  best 
basket  of  the  season  was  secured  by  Messrs.  J.  and 
A.  Hutchison,  Braehead,  Kirkcaldy,  with  fifty-two 
trout,  which  weighed  541b.  4oz.  Messrs.  Gibb,  Pit- 
teuchar,  and  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  Markinch,  had  also  a 
remarkably  heavy  creel  of  fifty-four  trout,  501b.  14oz. 
Mr.  Hunter,  of  Bowhill,  and  Mr.  McLean,  Edin- 
burgh, had  the  best  evening  sport  here  for  the  past 
ten  or  twelve  years,  having  creels  in  a  few  hours  of 
sixteen  trout,  161b.  On  the  following  day  they 
captured  thirty-five  trout,  281b.,  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills 
and  Mr.  G.  B.  Black,  Tayport,  thirty-two  trout, 
311b.,  and  on  the  following  day  they  captured 
thirty-one  trout,  29lb.  Messrs.  Watson,  Milna- 
thort, and  Mr.  Morrison,  Kirkmichael,  sixteen 
trout,  171b.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Scott,  St.  Ann's- 
on-the-Sea,  had  the  following  creels  in  three 
day's  fishing :  eighteen  trout,  I5lb.  8oz.,  twenty-six 
trout,  21  lb.,  and  four  trout,  71b.  4oz.  The  latter 
catch  was  made  by  Mrs.  Scott,  her  heaviest  trout 
being  a  beauty  of  31b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Gilmour, 
Howrah,  twenty-five  trout,  21  lb.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Camp- 
bell and  Mr.  Rankine,  Perth,  twenty-five  trout, 
21  lb.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  Newport,  seventeen 
trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  McCreath  and  Mr.  Allan,  Glasgow, 
twenty-five  trout,  191b.;  Mr.  Archibald,  Tillicoultry, 
nineteen  trout,  161b. ;  Captains  Wood  and  Balmain 
in  three  days  had  eleven  trout  121b.  8oz  ,  twenty 
trout,  211b.,  and  twenty-three  trout,  221b.;  Mr. 
Thomson  and  Mr.  Smith,  Alloa,  eighteen  trout, 
141b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Cran,  Leith  (two  days),  nine- 
teen trout,  131b.,  and  thirteen  trout,  121b. ;  Mr. 
Bedell  Sivright,  North  Queensferry,  thirteen  trout, 
131b.  ;  Canon  Holder,  Dundee,  and  Rev.  D. 
Hasset,  Youghall,  nineteen  trout,  18lb.  ;  Messrs. 
Gibb,  Pitteuchar,  sixteen  trout,  161b.  Soz  Mr. 
Myles,  Glasgow,  twelve  trout,  II  lb.  ;  Messrs. 
Tanqueray  and  Pyatt,  Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout, 
121b. ;  Mr.  Dawson,  Balado,  out  in  the  afternoon, 
had  fifteen  troutj  81b. ;  Mr.  Melvin,  Alloa,  eleven 
trout,  8lb.  Soz. ;  Mr.  G.  Wilson,  Dollar,  twelve 
trout,  101b.  Anglers  out  in  the  evening  had  catclies 
from  41b.  to  6lb.  The  first  prize  at  the  Edinburgh 
Breadalbane  Club  competition  was  gained  witii  a 
take  of  thirteen  trout,  101b.  6oz.  That  was  the 
only  club  out  during  the  week,  but  competitions 
will  now  take  place  daily  till  the  close  of  the 
Beas3n.  The  number  of  trout  captured  last  month 
was  1381,  which  weighed  14051b.  Soz.  This  is  the 
largest  catch  in  July  for  four  years. — R.  B.  Laino. 


Ross-shire  (Gairloch  Hotel). — Captain  Pollock 
and  friend,  fishing  Loch  Tollie,  caught  thirty-nine 
trout,  weighing  12lb. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  herling  are  still  running 
to  the  various  rivers,  though  they  are  not  showing 
so  numerously  within  the  past  few  day.s.  The  best 
basket  so  far  in  the  Annan  is  ten  herling,  caught 
with  the  night  fly,  while  there  was  another  basket 
of  a  similar  number  taken  with  tho  clear  water  worm . 
The  following  are  the  reports  from  the  various 
rivers: — The  Annan. — -There  was  a  good  run  of 
herling  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  In  the  lower 
Annan  the  best  sport  has  occurred  in  the  tidal 
waters.  On  Monday  morning  Mr.  James  Dixon 
caught  eight  with  fly.  Mr.  .J.  Laurie  had  five,  and 
several  others  had  like  baskets.  Mr.  Rotch  had 
moderate  catches  with  the  brandling  worm  on 
Stewart  tackle,  as  also  with  fly.  Mr.  Thos.  Short- 
ridge-Tweedie,  fishing  above  the  bridge  at  the  town, 
caught  with  day  fly  three  sea-trout,  and  in  the 
evening,  fishing  the  Howes  Pool,  he  took  another 
three  sea- trout  and  three  herling  ;  two  of  the  sea- 
trout  weighed  21b.  and  2}lb.,  and  the  total  weight 
was  101b.  Mr.  Robert  Graham  had  six  herling 
on  Monday  morning  with  brandling  worm  at  the 
Brewery  stream  below  the  town  cauld.  Mr.  Wm. 
Thomson  had  four  at  a  fishing  on  Monday.  Mr. 
Eric  Nicholson  took  a  fine  herling  on  the  night  of 
July  28  of  1  lb.  2oz.,  and  he  had  another  two 
of  Jib.  each  with  the  night  fly.  Mr.  J.  Beattie 
landed  five  with  the  worm  on  single  hook.  Mr.  Scott, 
fishing  the  Brewery  pool  on  the  night  of  Aug.  1,  had 
four  herling  with  fly.  Mr.  B.  Lawson  caught  two 
sea-trout  and  three  or  four  herling  with  fly  on  the 
night  of  July  29,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  July  31 
he  had  a  brace  of  sea-trout  and  two  or  three  herling. 
Mr.  James  Loudon  had  four  herling  at  one  fishing, 
and  three  at  another  outing.  Dr.  Billing,  fishing 
with  the  clear  water  worm  on  Aug.  1,  had  five 
herling,  and  Mr.  Whittle  took  six  with  the 
same  lure.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  had  a  brace 
with  the  fly.  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  three  with 
the  fly,  and  Mr.  Anderson  a  like  basket  in  the 
Spittal  and  Violetbank  stream.  Mr.  W.  Johnstone 
took  three  or  four  herling  at  Northfield  ;  Mr.  W. 
Wright,  fishing  with  small  day  fly,  caught  five 
herling  on  Monday,  and  on  Wednesday  forenoon  he 
took  seven  with  quill  and  woodcock.  Mr.  James 
Bell  took  flve  herling  in  the  Brewery  stream  at 
daybreak  on  Monday  with  fly.  Various  other 
anglers  have  been  getting  from  two  to  four  herling 
at  an  outing.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Captain 
Thorburn  caught  eleven  herling  on  Monday  at  day- 
break with  the  clear  water  worm  and  fly.  Messrs. 
McKay  and  Paton,  of  Leith,  have  also  had  moderate 
sport  in  the  same  water,  chiefly  with  worm. 
Among  the  other  rods  on  this  portion  who  have 
been  getting  from  a  brace  to  four  herling  per 
night  with  fly  have  been  Messrs.  J.  MarshaU,  W. 
Marshall,  J.  Alexander,  R.  Armstrong,  J.  Robi- 
son,  W.  Robison,  D.  Beatie,  and  A.  McLean. 
In  the  Hoddom  water,  near  the  Castle,  the  keepers 
and  local  rods  have  been  getting  sea-trout  at  night, 
and  odd  herling;  and  similar  reports  come  from  the 
Castle-mills  portion.  Sport  is  disappointing  in  the 
higher  reaches  owing  to  the  low  condition  of  the 
streams.  The  Dumfries  Nith. — Little  is  doing 
on  this  river  in  the  higher  waters  at  Sanquhar. 
Odd  sea-trout  are  falling  to  the  rods  in  the  Mid- 
Nithsdale  portion,  as  also  at  Closeburn,  Auldgirth, 
and  Friars  Carse.  In  the  waters  near  Dumfries  the 
herling  have  been  showing  near  the  cauld,  and  a  few 
odd  ones  have  been  taken  by  the  town  anglers. 
The  tributaries  have  not  been  so  low  for  over  twenty 
years.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — There  is  a  good 
run  of  herling  to  these  rivers  of  the  Stewartry,  but 
owing  to  the  low  condition  of  the  streams  they  are 
not  taking  well.  A  few  are  being  caught  by  local 
anglers  in  various  rivers.  A  flood  is  much  wanted, 
but  at  the  time  of  writing  rain  seems  as  distant  as 
ever.  The  Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Rivers. — There 
is  no  sport  on  the  rivers  that  calls  for  particular 
meatiDn  and  no  improvement  is  possible  until  the 
streams  have  had  a  thorough  scouring.  On  the 
lochs  a  fair  amount  of  sport  is  being  had  with  fly, 
especially  on  Loch  Doon,  easily  reached  from 
Dalmellington  or  Carsphairn  of  Galloway.  — 
He.\therbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).  — Rather  un- 
settled weather,  with  heavy  showers,  was  experi- 
enced last  week.  During  the  week  Messrs.  Red- 
dington  secured  one  salmon,  71b.  ;  A.  Mathews, 
three,  81b.,  6Jlb.,  and  71b.  ;  W.  W.  Wickham,  one, 
8lb.,  and  fifty  sea-trout ;  Boynton  Wickham,  fifty- 
three  sea-trout;  Douglas  Adams,  194;  Scoone.s, 
seventeen  ;  Foster,  thirty-five ;  J.  Willcox,  sixty- 
eight  ;  Wm.  Frost,  thirty-five ;  Wm.  Pearson, 
thirty  one. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Showers  of  rain  fell  at 
intervals  through  the  week,  but  they  were  not 
heavy  enough  to  cause  fresh  water  to  come  into 
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the  tributaries  or  main  river,  which  continued 
being  reduced.  The  temperature  is  a  little 
lower,  but  it  is  yet  too  high  for  salmon  to 
take  any  lure  freely,  and  in  consequence  small 
catches  were  obtained,  only  six  sahnon  and  grihe 
being  accounted  for  on  all  the  stretches,  two 
on  the  fly,  three  on  the  shrimp,  and  one  on  the 
spoon.  Trout  have  ceased  rising  on  the  shallow 
sections,  but  they  continue  at  Portglenone,  where 
the  water  is  of  a  lower  temperature  than  on  any  of 
the  other  reaches  of  the  river.  Rev.  Woodward 
caught  one  salmon,  8Jlb.,  and  one  grilse,  Ojlb. ; 
Mr.  B.  Meenan,  one  salmon,  lOJlb. ;  Captain  Phil- 
pot,  one  grilse,  (i Jib.,  at  Caronroe;  Dr.  Clements, 
one  grilse.  51b.;  Mr.  Catt,  one,  CJlb.,  at  Kilrea ; 
and  Mr.  P.  Maguire,  eleven  trout,  weighing  141b., 
at  Portglenone. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— On  the  Kilrea  stretch,  in  eight 
days'  fishing,  Mr.  J.  Harper  Scaife,  fifty-four  trout; 
best  fish— lib.  (three),  IJlb.,  l|lb.,  21b.  Dr.  C. 
Scaife,  fifty-four  trout,  of  which  sixteen  were  from 
lib.  to  ipb.,  and  one  21b. — John  DOby. 

Belfast  and  District. — Some  rain  fell  last  week 
and  raised  the  small  streams  into  fly-fishing  order, 
but  the  sport  obtained  was  of  poor  character,  as  a 
rule.  The  Woodburn  and  Stoneyford  waters  are 
fishing  badly  except  in  the  short  twilight.  The 
rainbows  in  the  water  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation rose  badly  in  the  past  week,  and  only  a  few 
were  taken  on  the  fly  and  minnow.  The  brown 
trout  fry  put  into  this  water  are  thriving  amazingly 
despite  the  presence  of  the  cannibalistic  rain- 
bows.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballysliannon  and  Belleek).  —  Rain 
fell  heavily  again  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
past  week,  and  a  good  rise  of  water  in  the  river 
cannot  be  long  delayed  now.  During  the  past  week 
Mr.  C.  Miller  landed  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  Mr.  T.  M. 
Pike,  three  salmon;  Mr.  E.  M.  Calvert,  six  salmon, 
weighing  from  51b.  to  15lb. ;  Dr.  G.  May,  five 
salmon,  from  61b.  to  yib. ;  and  Mr.  L.  Ellis,  one  of 
17 Jib. — M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — The  following  is  the  indi- 
vidual catch  for  week  ending  July  29: — Colonel 
Underwood,  5Jlb.,  13Jlb.,  14Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  91b.,  5Jlb., 
6|lb.,  8Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  5|lb.  Captain  Mao- 
gowan,  6Jlb.,  51b.,  5lb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  H  lb.,  12Jlb., 
71b.,  5*lb.,  71b.,  61b.,  7Jlb.,  51b.,  6lb.,  4pb.,  6Jlb., 
6Jlb.,  4Jlb.  Mrs.  J.  D.  Humphreys,  8Jlb.,  111b., 
4ilb.,  51b. — Milne. 

Iiongli  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville.  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  backward  on  Lough  Currane.  On  a 
couple  of  days  the  takes  of  sea-trout  ranged  from 
three  to  seven  fish  to  each  boat,  but  on  other  days 
little  or  nothing  was  done.  Mr.  Jackson  caught  a 
salmon  of  lOlb.  and  two  sea-trout.  On  the  Inny, 
Mr.  Cowburn  had  a  peal  of  4Jlb.  and  two  sea-trout 
of  1  Jib.  each.    All  the  rivers  are  very  low. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongh  nielvin; — During  the  past  week  some 
fair  sport  was  obtained  by  Dr.  Cooke,  Mr.  Kirk- 
patrick  and  friends.  Colonel  Wade,  C.B.,  and  other 
anglers.  Dr.  Cooke  landed  several  trout  (Salmo 
ferox)  ranging  in  weight  from  21b.  to  101b.  Colonel 
Wade,  C.B.,  landed  some  nice  trout  on  the  fly, 
largest,  21b.  Mr.  N.  Morton  and  friend,  Mr.  J. 
Thomson,  Mr.  Smyth  and  friends  are  catching  nice 
baskets  of  trout  fly  fishing,  and  sport  at  time  of 
writing  is  improving,  and  the  lake  is  getting  into 
good  fishing  order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
Sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  usual  standard  on  any 
of  the  above  waters  since  last  report.  In  last  week's 
report  of  the  fishing  on  those  lakes  an  error 
occurred.  The  numbers  of  fish  in  the  best  takes 
have  been  given  as  weights  in  lbs.  The  brown 
trout  on  all  those  lakes  run  small  as  a  rule,  fish  of 
over  1  lb.  being  rare,  and  even  very  few  reach  that 
weight.— T.  J.  D. 

ISonme  (Ne-wtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  rain  raised  the  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  into 
better  form,  though  more  is  yet  needed  to  improve 
salmon  fishing.  Since  the  season  opened,  piac- 
tically  nothing  was  done  in  the  Newtown  Stewart 
district  till  this  week.  On  July  30,  Captain  Carter 
killed  two  salmon,  6lb.  and  71b.,  and  on  August  1 
the  same  angler  caught  a  nice  bag  of  sea-trout,  of 
which  there  are  a  good  stock  in  the  pools  about 
Newtown  Stewart.  On  July  31  and  August  1, 
Messrs.  Sweeney  and  Kirk  killed  salmon.  On  the 
remoter  streams  trouting  improved  with  rise  of 
water. — J.  A.  ii. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  during  the 
past  week  was  fair.    Captain  King  ro.so  a  few  fish 
and  Mr.  J.  Garvoy  got  a  few  good  fish,  one  of  121b 
and  one  of  OIL).    Trout  fishing  on  the  estuary  was 
good,  some  nice  baskets  being  taken  on  the  spin 
Fishing  on  Lough  Conn  was  fair,  some  good  pike 
being  got  spinning  with  large  spoon  bait.  Loughs 
Talt  and  Calla  fishsd  fairly  well,  some  good  baskets 
of  trout  being  taken  on  the  fly.    We  want  some  rain 
to  improve  the  fishing  all  round. — John  Devkks 

Moy,  IiongHB  Conn  and  Cnllen  iBaiuna,  oo 
Mayo). — A  fresh  in   the  river  is  much  required 


before  good  sport  with  salmon  and  grilse  can  be 
obtained.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  having  the  beet 
time  they  have  had  this  year.  Mr.  Graham,  forty- 
nine  trout,  largest  31b.;  Mr.  Borderton,  fifty  trout, 
large.^t  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Browne,  fifty-three,  largest  2Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Cox,  twenty-nine,  largest  21b.  ;  Capt.  Bloss 
Lynch,  thirty-seven,  21  lb.  Grilse  angjers  are  a  bit 
slow  at  present.  Mr.  Gaivey,  two  grilse,  11  Jib.  ; 
Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  three  grilse,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Garvey, 
one  salmon,  1 1  lb. ;  Colonel  Smith,  one  grilse,  61b. 
The  loughs  are  affording  good  sport  with  trout. 
Loughs  Talt  and  CuUea  dshed  well.  Good  sport  is 
expected  with  sea-trout  next  week. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  lakes 
of  the  Rosses  filled  up  a  bit  last  week,  and  sea-trout 
fiAiog  will  soon  be  in  full  swing.  This  week  good 
runs  of  soa-trout  went  up  the  CroUy  and  Derrydruel. 
Never  in  the  history  of  the  fishery  has  there  been 
such  a  good  prospect  of  sport,  as  the  Rosses  Bay  is 
full  of  sea-trout,  and  indeed,  aU  round  the  Donegal 
coast  the  same  remark  applies.  Loughanure  is  well 
stocked  with  salmon  and  sea-trout.  Anglers  who 
have  been  waiting  for  the  waters  to  get  into  order 
may  go  at  any  time. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Z.akes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  not  been  so  good  as  usual  on  the  above  waters, 
and  not  many  anglers  have  been  out.  Sea-trout 
are  coming  up  from  the  lower  waters,  and,  given 
more  favourable  weather,  better  sport  is  expected. — 
T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  continues  good.  Pollack 
anglers  had  from  five  to  fifteen  fish  each  daily. 
Bottom  fishers  got  on  an  average  about  forty  fish 
each  daily,  the  takes  consisting  of  bream,  gurnet 
and  whiting.  Rock  fishers  did  fairly  well  on  most 
days  among  wrasse.  A  few  bass  were  had  by 
pollack  anglers. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).— The  weather  has  been 
favourable  and  sport  good,  especially  at  pollack. 
Bream,  gurnard,  and  whiting  are  now  numerous, 
and  have  furnished  good  sport.  Rock  fishers  had 
good  baskets  during  the  week  from  the  Cooma- 
condane  shore. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Very  poor  results  have  been 
obtained  by  pier  anglers  throughout  the  past  week, 
even  pouting  have  been  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  Many  pollack  may  daily  be  seen  disport- 
ing themselves  during  the  periods  of  slack  water, 
but  in  most  cases  they  refuse  to  be  lured  by  the 
most  tempting  baits.  On  July  29  a  ew  small 
pollack  were  caught,  in  addition  to  several  codlings, 
and  several  flatfish.  Mr.  Akehurst  was  the  sole 
angler  on  the  following  day,  when  his  small  mixed 
bai  included  one  very  large  dab.  Mr.  Josephs  made 
thibest  capture  on  the  tollowiag  day.  one  pollack 
which  fell  to  his  rod  being  a  fine,  well-baited  lish. 
On  August  1  Mr.  S.  M.  Stock  bagged  four  pollack 
and  a  codling  early  in  the  mornmg,  and  later  in 
the  day  Mr.  C.  J.  Hobson  took  a  pollack  ot 
2ilb.,  and  Mr.  Newell  a  slightly  smaller  one,  IVlr. 
Fenn  making  a  fair  capture  of  codlmgs,  and  Mr.  W. 
H.  Hill  bringing  off  the  hat  trick— three  codlings  at 
once  on  a  treble  hooked  paternoster.  Mr  Aaams 
was  the  only  successful  pollack  anglsr  on  Wednes- 
day morning,  and  the  day's  yield  was  exceptionally 
poor. — J.  RicHAKDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Panaance.— Fine  weather  ;  moderate  sport.  Mr. 
Asnley  (B.S.A.S.),  on  July  31,  caught  two  doreys, 
of  4 Alb.  and  5.Ub.  each,  two  poUacK,  four  wrasse, 
forty-seven  bream,  and  other  fish.  Messrs.  Bates 
and  Wheeler  (B.S.A.S.),  on  July  26,  had  five  pollack 
and  sixty  various.  A  boatman,  on  J  uly  28,  caught 
eight  very  large  pollack  besides  otiier  fish.  On 
Aug  1,  Mr.  W.  J.  Bray,  self,  aad  boatman  had 
thiity  bream  and  "  sploshers,"  two  jjoUack,  four 
mackerel,  one  ray  of  121b.,  three  pouting,  three 
cuckoos,  four  wrasse,  and  one  skate  weighing  about 
IJcwt.  Mr.  Bray  caught  this  on  heavy  tackle,  and 
it  gave  him  plenty  oi  hard  work  to  get  it  to  the 
surface,  when  the  boatman  and  I  with  a  gaff  each 
got  him  on  board.  Whifiing  lor  pollack  :  Moderate 
sport.  Mr.  Arthur  Smith ,  while  whiffing  for  poUacK, 
caught  a  nice  bass.  Rod  fi.shing  fiom  piers :  Plenty 
of  fun  with  chad  and  small  pollack  at  iNewlyn  and 
Penzance. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Although  the  weather  is  not  at  all 
suitable  for  the  fresh-water  fisherman  on  account 
of  the  want  of  rain,  the  salt-water  fisherman  is 
eajoying  excellent  sport.  One  of  my  boatmen 
has  just  returned  from  the  Rame  Head,  and  has 
brought  in  some  nice  fish — mackerel  and  pollack. 
He  reports  that  there  are  any  number  of  big  fish 
about,  and  he  has  had  four  sets  of  gear  carried 
away.  True,  he  was  fishing  with  single  gut,  but 
this  of  the  very  best.  He  says  the  bass  are  present 
tlure  in  great  numbers,  and  several  fishermen  are 
going  out  there  with  their  rods.  You  can  catch 
them  either  from  a  boat  or  spinning  from  the  rocks. 
The  brit  is  very  plentiful,  and  he  has  had  some 
fine  mackerel  going  out  and  coining  in.    The  list  of 


edible  fish  for  this  month  include  bass,  mullet, 
conger,  eel,  herring,  anchovy,  pilchard,  pollack, 
hake,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  wrasses  in  general, 
bream,  chad,  rays,  skate,  smelt,  salmon,  peal, 
trout,  sole,  flounder,  plaice,  dab,  mary-sole, 
halibut,  turbot,  brill,  dory,  scad,  and  launce. — 
W.  Heabdee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Clear  water  has  been  a  factor 
against  good  sport.  But  few  boats  have  been  out, 
and  about  a  score  of  mixtures  represent  the 
average  catches.  From  the  iron  pier  and  the 
Marina,  whiting,  pouts,  and  dabs,  with  a  few  small 
bass  have  come  to  hand.  On  July  27  a  nice  bass  of 
3Jlb.  was  taken  from  the- Marina,  pouting  and  dabs 
have  also  been  landed  from  the  same.  One  or  two 
nice  eels  have  taken  from  the  harbour,  but  they 
seem  also  off  the  feed.  It  will  be  high  tide  just 
after  two  on  Saturday,  August  5,  so  that  morning 
fishing  should  be  good  during  the  holidays. 
Weather  fine  and  settled. — Grey  Mullet r. 

Weymouth. — Angling  is  now  in  full  swing  here, 
and  some  good  catches  are  being  taken  from  the 
harbour  and  the  pier.  On  Saturday  last  a  visitor 
took  a  fine  bass  of  6Jlh.  from  the  pier  head,  also 
several  smaller  fish.  There  are  also  a  lot  of  small 
bream  being  caught,  some  anglers  having  two  or 
three  dozen  of  an  afternoon.  Some  good-sized  bass 
have  also  been  taken  from  the  backwater,  fishing  in 
the  broken  water  below  the  dam.  The  other  even- 
ing. Captain  Martin,  a  local  angler,  took  five  bass, 
each  weighing  from  5lb.  to  6Jlb.  Pouting  is  still 
plentiful  off  the  breakwater,  also  pollack  and  dog- 
fish. Mackerel  railing  is  now  on,  and  some  boats 
have  had  catches  of  from  four  to  six  dozen,  the  fish 
running  a  very  good  size.  Some  large  pout — average 
size  2 Jibs. — have  been  Jtaken  off  Portland,  fishing 
from  boats. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A  A.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday.  Mr.  Wallace  Nickels  occupied  the 
chair  at  the  weekly  meeting  in  Fetter-lane.  There 
was  no  business  of  the  moment  to  transact,  but  an 
unusually  long  fist  of  reports  from  agents  at  stations 
all  round  the  United  Kingdom,  indicating  very 
considerable  activity  in  the  sport,  especially  on  the 
Scotch  and  Irish  coasts. 

Mr.  Lindsey  then  took  the  chair,  and  called  upon 
Mr.  Summers  to  read  Dr.  Miles  Johnston's  paper  on 
"  Fishing  at  North  Berwick,  and  at  Skidness,  Can- 
tyre  " — a  very  carefully  prepared  paper,  and,  like  all 
these  descriptive  accounts,  offering  most  valuable  in- 
formation to  members  upon  all  points  involved  in 
successfully  prosecuting  the  sport.  Dr.  Johnston  was 
unable  to  be  present,  but  his  careful  forethought  in 
forwarding  his  paper  enabled  the  membecs  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  his  labour.  Some  discussion  followed, 
and  the  meeting  adjourned  till  Aug.  16,  when  a 
discussion  will  be  opened  by  Mr.  Charles  Hussey 
on  "  Sea  Temperature  and  its  Influence  upon  the 
Migration  of  Fish."  The  rooms  will  be  closed 
during  the  holidays  from  Aug  4  to  14.        H.  P. 


FISHING   WITH  THE  DRY-FLY  ON 
PACIFIC  COAST  STREAMS. 


I  HAVE  written  about  "  blowline "  fishing  as  a 
brand  of  angling  little  practised  on  this  continent, 
and  as  a  method  that  might  be  worth  trying.  The 
use  of  the  dry-fly  might  also  be  urged,  under 
certain  conditions,  on  certain  of  our  coast  rivers, 
and  should  bring  good  results  if  the  water  is 
favourable,  says  a  writer  in  the  Newa-Adoertiser  of 
Vancouver,  B.C.  The  whole  principle  of  this 
method  is  based  upon  the  imitation  of  the  natural 
fly  which  happens  to  be  on  the  water.  The  copy  is 
tied  as  closely  to  Nature  as  possible.  It  is  heavily 
winged  and  hackled  so  as  to  enhance  its  capacity 
for  floating,  and  this  is  still  further  increased  by  the 
use  of  vaseline  or  some  other  oil.  The  line  is  usually 
made  with  a  view  to  its  keeping  on  the  surface  as 
well.  Only  one  fly  is  used,  and,  at  each  cast,  it  is 
dried  by  whipping  it  through  the  air  several  times, 
before  naturally  placing  it  on  the  water.  The 
practice  is  always  to  fish  upstream  and  to  cast  only 
over  a  rising  fish.  The  fly  must  "  cock  "  naturally 
and  be  allowed  to  float  down  over  the  proper  spot 
without  the  least  drag  upon  the  line.  It  will  be 
seen  readily  that  only  a  few  rivers,  and  only  certain 
places  in  each,  are  available  for  such  a  method. 
Broken  water  immediately  drowns  the  fly,  and  the 
object  of  the  dry-fly  man  is  lost.  Too  swift  a 
stream,  even  without  a  wave  in  it,  is  hard  to  fish, 
as  the  eddies  hold  the  hue,  and  again  the  fly  goes 
under.  But  there  are  long,  still  stretches  in  some 
of  our  rivers  that  are  suitable,  and  here,  this,  the 
highest  branch  of  the  art  of  angling,  should  prove 
successful.  I  have  never  tried  it  at  the  coast, 
although  I  remember  seeing  Mr.  Ernest  Waterman 
dry-fly  fishing  once  on  the  Lillooet,  and  the  creel 
told  the  story  better  than  words. 
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^ssoctaftons,  efc. 


Anglebs'  Benevolent  Society. 

Competition  at  Amberley. — In  response  to  sug- 
gestions made,  the  committee  have  decided  to  hold 
a  competition  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  26.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  canvass  for  prizes  as  we  have  many 
remaining  from  the  last  Lea  competition,  and  several 
others  have  been  promised,  making  over  thirty  to 
date,  but  this  need  not  deter  our  friends  adding  to 
the  list.  The  entrance  fee  will  be  6d.,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  to  receive  early  application  for  tickets. 
Particulars  as  to  train  arrangements  will  be  pub- 
lished later.  —  W.  H.  Baebeb,  9,  Hetley-road, 
Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  July  26,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  in  the  chair,  it  was 
decided  to  close  the  list  of  membership  to  the  A.B.S., 
which,  thanks  to  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr.  Barnes, 
has  recently  received  several  additional  names. 
Another  member  has  been  elected  ;  and  amongst 
the  correspondence  read  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  A. 
Derry,  were  applications  for  particulars,  etc.,  of  the 
society's  fishery.  Mr.  Barnes  presided  at  the 
adjourned  committee  meeting  on  July  27,  when  the 
matter  of  the  challenge  cup  was  discussed,  the  date 
of  the  draw  for  the  first  round  and  other  details 
were  arranged,  due  notice  of  which,  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  new  book  of  rules,  will  be  posted  to  all 
members  at  an  early  date.  Other  items  of  business 
were  also  disposed  of.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  the  respective  chairmen.  During  the 
past  week  Mr.  Lilley  had  a  bream  of  2|lb.,  at  Hare- 
tield,  and  Mr.  Rodbur,  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  John 
Henderson,  fishing  in  private  water  in  Sussex,  took 
a  carp  of  31b.,  seven  tench,  and  several  eels  and 
roach.  On  July  30,  at  Harefield,  Mr.  Wood 
Barrett  had  a  trout  of  1  lb.  6oz.,  besides  roach  and 
dace ;  Mr.  A.  Derry,  a  roach  of  1  lb.  4^oz. ;  and 
Messrs.  Blagrave,  Ciacknell,  and  Powe  each  had 
roach  just  over  1  lb. ;  and  Mr.  Gobell,  an  eel,  2  Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Morman,  two  perch  from  the  Rickmansworth 
section ;  and  Mr.  Viner,  a  nice  show  of  dace  and 
roach  from  the  Uxbridge  section  of  the  society's 
fishery. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 

There  was  a  splendid  show  of  ' fish  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  being  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  exhibited  several  very  fine 
chub,  the  greater  part  of  a  catch  of  more  than  a 
dozen  from  a  tributary  of  the  upper  Thames,  the 
best  fish  weighing  olb.  when  taken,  with  another  of 
almost  equal  weight,  the  rest  being  all  good  fish. 
Mr.  Frank  James  also  had  a  capital  show,  consisting 
of  several  dozen  fine  roach  from  Lewes,  many  of 
them  of  much  more  than  a  pound  in  weight,  Mr. 
James  also  having  taken  roach  and  dace  at  Hert- 
ford. Mr.  Ernest  Orpin  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson 
had  had  a  nice  catch  of  some  fifty  or  sixty  roach 
and  perch  at  Ellesmere.  whilst  Mr.  Bellamy  (at 
Wraysbury)  and  Mr.  R.  Harris  (private  water)  had 
also  had  successful  fishing.  It  was  announced  that 
in  consequence  of  the  water  having  to  be  run  off  at 
Wraysbury  at  the  end  of  this  week,  fishing  would 
be  more  or  less  impeded  on  the  Bank  Holiday,  and 
possibly  before  ;  also  that  there  would  be  no  meet- 
ing on  Aug.  8.  Additional  prizes  to  be  given  in  the 
bream  competition  of  Aug.  15  were  announced. 
The  toast  ot  "  The  Successful  Anglers  "  and  that  of 
the  C.L.P.S.  having  been  duly  honoured,  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the 
proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Important  business  was  transacted  on  Tuesday 
labt  at  the  committee  meeting,  over  which  Mr. 
Connellan  presided.  Mr.  H.  Davey-Turner  was  the 
chairman  at  the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed. 
Interesting  reports  as  to  sea  fishing  were  given  by 
Messrs.  Marshall  and  Connellan,  but  very  lew  good 
bags  have  been  made  during  the  week.  Kelvedon 
has  been  visited,  and  several  good  swims  on  the 
lower  water  are  now  clear,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
members  will  now  visit  this  fishery  and  obtain  good 
sport.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  both  roach 
and  dace  readily  take  the  fiy  at  Mr.  Rogers'  mill, 
and  one  might  do  worse  than  include  a  fly  rod  and 
tackle  among  their  outfit.  A  few  good  trout  have 
been  taken  at  Chesham,  the  largest,  one  of  21b.  6oz., 
being  secured  by  Mr.  Cheeld.  Tne  trout  have  not 
been  rising  freely  of  late — possibly  the  very  bright 
weather  and  clear  water  having  something  to  do 
with  it.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on  Tuesday  next. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatobial  Society. 
There  was  only  a  small  gathering  of  members  at 
Monday's  meeting  owing  to  the  beginning  of  the 
holiday  season.  The  president,  Mr.  Horace  Brown, 
was  in  the  chair,  and  opened  the  ball  by  giving  an 
interesting  and  amusing  account  of  some  excellent 
sport  he  had  had  on  private  water  with  coarse  fish 


and  trout.  He  had  a  leash  of  fine  trout  weighing 
61b.  6oz.,  the  heaviest  fish  scaling  31b.  All 
were  taken  on  Smith's  Fancy,  a  fly  resembling 
somewhat  the  Wickham.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  who 
accompanied  Mr.  Brown,  did  badly,  the  presi- 
dent apparently  being  fortunate  enough  to  dis- 
cover the  spot  where  the  trout  were  taking.  In 
this  respect  his  companion  was  less  lucky,  and  was 
clean  of  game  fish.  Mr.  G.  McClintock  Lind  gave  a 
report  of  his  fishing  in  Devon,  where  he  had  a  fairly 
good  time  with  peal,  getting  fish  up  to  nearly  41b. 
in  weight.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had  roach  from 
Uxbridge, 'principally  small  and  not  in  the  best 
condition.  At  Newbury  the  Lambourn  trout  had 
been  very  quiet,  devoting  most  of  their  energies  to 
smutting  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Rolt  had  a  brace 
and  a  half,  with  some  grayling,  on  Pope's  Fancy 
and  the  Badger  Hackled  Witch  respectively.  The 
Sedge  fishing  had  been  a  failure  up  to  the  time  of 
writing.  Mr.  E.  P.  Daniell  had  a  grand  trout  of 
31b.  8oz.  from  the  Moor  Stream.  There  will  be  no 
meeting  [on  Monday  next  (Bank  Holiday). — Hon. 
Sec,  pro  tern. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 
The  president,  Mr.  H.  P.  Isaac,  occupied  the 
chair  on  July  24.  The  hon.  sec.  announced  that 
the  society  were  negotiating  for  a  new  stretch  of 
water.  Mr.  Garner  weighed  in  a  roach,  1  lb.  9oz., 
caught  at  Springwell,  and  Mr.  Hearn  and  others 
have  met  with  a  fair  amount  of  success.  The  first 
day  match  of  the  season  will  take  place  at  Wargrave 
on  Sept.  3,  and  the  vice-president,  Mr.  J.  Moss,  has 
promised  to  present  a  prize  to  the  winner.  Two 
new  members  were  elected,  bringing  the  total 
membership  up  to  fifty-six. — Hon.  Seo. 


AUGUST  BANK  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday 
tickets  which  are  issued  from  London  (Liverpool- 
street)  and  suburban  stations  to  the  east  and 
north-east  coasts  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts 
(Yarmouth,  Gorleston,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mun- 
desley,  Southend,  Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dover- 
court,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold, 
Hunstanton,  Scarborough,  Whitby,  Bridlington, 
etc.),  on  Wednesday,  August  2,  and  Thursday, 
August  3,  issue  cheap  i  excursion  tickets  to  most  of 
the  above  stations,  and  on  Thursday,  Aug.  3,  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham, 
and  other  of  the  principal  stations  in  Essex,  Cam- 
bridgeshire, Norfolk,  and  Suffolk,  ^Excursion  tickets 
will  also  be  issued  from  Liverpool  -  street  and 
suburban  stations  by  the  Cathedral  route  on  Friday, 
Aug.  4,  to  the  north-east  coast — Durham,  Newcastle, 
Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc.,  and  on  Satur- 
day, rAug.  5,  to  Lincoln,  Doncaster.  York,  Scar- 
borough, Whitby,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Man- 
chester, Shefl&eld,  Hull,  Edwinstowe  (for  the 
Dukeries),  Chesterfield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  etc. 
Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc.)  for  use  on  forward 
dates  can  be  obtained  at  Liverpool-street  Station, 
12a,  Regent-street,  at  the  company's  various  City, 
West  End,  and  other  booking  offices,  aho  at  61,  New 
Oxford-street,  W.C.,  215,  Edgware-road,  W.,  and 
120,  Brompton-road,  S.W.  Relieving  and  special 
trains  will  be  run  on  the  Thursday,  Friday, 
and  Saturday  to  Southend,  Colchester,  Clacton, 
Walton,  Ipswich,  Felixstowe,  Norwich,  Cromer, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc. 
Midnight  trains  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  on 
Saturday  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.3  for 
Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Clacton  (fast  supper 
train),  and  at  12.25  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations.  Excursion  tickets  are  issued 
daily  from  Liverpool-street,  and  certain  other 
London  and  suburban  stations,  to  Southend,  Burn- 
ham-on- Crouch,  Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  Har- 
wich, Broxboume,  Rye  House,  and  Epping  Forest 
(Chingford,  Loughton,  etc.),  and  in  addition  to  these 
there  will  be  on  Bank.Holiday  special  day  trips  from 
Liverpool-street,  St.  Pancras,  Kentish  Town,  and 
Hackney  Downs  to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely ; 
also  trips  for  1,  3,  5,  6,  or  8  days  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  certain  suburban  stations  to  Yarmouth 
and  Lowestoft,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  to  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley,  and 
Cromer.  A  special  service  of  trains  will  run  from 
Liverpool-street  to  Chingford,  Loughton,  Brox- 
boume, and  Rye  House ;  from  Fenchurch-street  to 
Chingford  and  Loughton  ;  and  from  Gospel  Oak  to 
Chingford.  Several  of  the  usual  up-moming 
expresses  (including  the  7.35  a.m:  from  Yarmouth, 
7.40  a.m.  from  Lowestoft,  7.10  a.m.  from  Felixstowe, 
7.43  a.m.  from  Ipswich,  and  8.57  a.m.  from  Bum-  g 


ham-on-Crouch)  will  not  run  on  Bank  Holiday,  but 
will  run  instead  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  8,  on  which  day 
restaurant  cars  will  run  on  the  7.40  a.m.  from 
Clacton.  Restaurant  cars  are  run  every  week-day 
(Bank  Holidays  excepted)  on  trains  leaving  Liver- 
pool-street at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich  and  Cromer, 
and  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  also  on  up -trains 
leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Norwich  8.46  a.m.,  and 
Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Paris,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  service 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Aug.  3,  4, 
and  6,  and  by  Trains  leaving  Charing  C^o8^  at 
10  a.m.  and  2.50  p.m.  on  Saturday,  Aug.  5.  They 
will  also  be  issued  by  the  night  mail  service  leav- 
ing Charing  Cross  at  9  and  Cannon-street  at 
9.5  each  evening,  from  Aug.  3  to  6  inclusive, 
via  Dover  and  Calais.  Returning  from  Paris  at 
2.40  p.m.  via  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  via  Calais, 
any  day  within  14  days.  A  cheap  excursion  to 
Boulogue  will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  2.50  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  5,  and  2.20  p.m.,  on  Sunday, 
August  6 ;  returning  at  12.5,6.30  or  7.10  p.m.  on 
Bank  Holiday.  Cheap  return  tickets,  available  for 
8  days,  will  be  issued  at  Charing  Cross  from  August 
2  to  7,  inclusive,  available  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and 
2.20  p.m.  services.  Similar  tickets  ,will  also  be 
issued  to  Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  services. 
On  Sunday,  August  6,  special  day  excursions  will  be 
run  to  Boulogne  and  Calais.  Cheap  tickets  to 
Brussels  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne  and  Ostend 
routes  will  be  issued  jfrom  August  2  to  7,  inclusive, 
available  for  8  days.  Special  cheap  8-day  return 
tickets  to  Amsterdam,  The  Hague,  Scheveningen, 
and  other  Dutch  Towns,  via  Queenborough  and 
Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  August  2  to  7,  inclusive, 
leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at  9.42  a.m.  Cheap 

7-  day  excursion  tickets  to  Liege  (for  the  Exhibition), 
via  Calais  and  via  Ostend,  will  be  issued  daily.  Cheap 

8-  day  return  tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from 
August  2  to  7,  inclusive.  During  the  holidays  the 
Continental  services  will  run  as  usual.  A  special 
express  train  ( 1st,  2nd  and  3rd  CI.)  will  leave  Victoria 
for  Dover  Pier  at  8.50  p.m.,  calling  at  Herne  Hill, 
on  August  4,  in  connection  with  the  Calais  and 
Ostend  night  steamers.  The  home  arrangements 
are  as  follows  : — Return  tickets  to  Ashford,  Bexhill, 
Birchington,  Broadstairs,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Dover, 
Folkestone, Hastings,HerneBay,Hythe,  Littlestone, 
Margate,  Ramsgate,  St.  Leonards,  Sandgate,  Sand- 
ling  Junction,  Sandwich,  Sheerness,  Shorncliffe, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Walmer,  Westgate,  and  Whit- 
stable,  will  be  issued  from  London  by  all  trains 
(mail  and  boat  expresses  excepted)  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  August  4  and  5,  available  to  return  on 
August  7,  8,  and  9.  Cheap  day  excursions  on  Bank 
Holiday,  August  7,  will  be  run  from  certain  London 
stations  to  Ashford,  Betchworth,  Baxhill,  Birching- 
ton, Box  Hill,  Broadstairs,  Canterbury,  Caterham, 
Deal,  Dorking,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Gravesend  (for 
Rosherville  Gardens),  Hastings,  Herne  Bay, 
Hythe,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Saudgate,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Whitstable,  etc.  On  Sunday,  Aug.  6,  a  cheap 
afternoon  excursion  will  be  run  from  London  to 
Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay.  On  Bank  Holiday  a 
special  day  excursion  will  be  run  to  .  Aldershot, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a.m.  and  London 
Bridge  9.30  a.m.  Cheap  return  tickets  (including 
admission)  will  be  issued  from  London  to  the 
Crystal  Palace  (High  Level  Station)  on  Bank 
Holiday.  Full  particulars  of  the  excursions,  ex- 
tension of  time  for  certain  return  tickets,  alterations 
in  train  services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  special 
illustrated  holiday  programme  and  bills. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  emd  Yoimg,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

23,862.  Fishing.  Patentee:  A.  W.  Warner, 
Queen-street,  Redditch,  Worcestershire.  Arti6cial 
bait.  Relates  to  an  artificial  fish  made  of  rubber, 
silk,  or  other  flexible  material,  for  use  as  a  bait. 
The  rubber  or  silk  body  is  made  hollow,  with  a  slit 
in  the  tail-piece,  so  that  the  hook  can  pass. therein 
and  be  partially  hid.  The  head  and  pins  are  pre- 
ferably made  of  sheet  brass  and  attached  to  the 
metal  tubing.  The  provisional  specification  states 
that  the  pins  are  bent  in  opposite  directions  so  as 
to  set  up  spinning  when  drawn  through  the  water. 
The  fish  line  passes  freely  through  tae  tube  and 
body,  and  is  attached  to  the  hooks.  The  elastic 
band  keeps  the  tail-pieces  together.  When  a  fish 
is  hooked  this  arrangement  of  line  and  bait  allows 
the  bait  to  pass  up  the  Une,  thus  eissisting  disgorging 
and  preventing  inj  ury  to  the  bait.  A  modification  is 
described  for  small  baits  in  which  the  metal  head  is 
dispensed  with,  the  india-rubber  body  being  simply 
drawn  over  the  tube. 
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'  "The  pen  of  the  tongue  should  be  dipped  in  the 
ink  of  the  heart.'" 

In  the  "  Summer  Number"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
(July  22)  the  "Amateur  Angler"  gave  us  an. 
interesting  sketch,  entitled,  "  Scraps  from  the  Days 
of  Old."  One  of  the  "scraps"  was  Professor  de 
Morgan's  "  Boy  and  the  Ring."  Of  course,  that 
was  an  "  old  scrap,"  but  the  new  "  Story  of  a  Ring  " 
was  not  a  story,  but  an  absolute  fact,  aa  it  was 
vouched  for  by  the  "A.  A."  himself.  I  sincerely 
hope  I  may  be  able  to  record  its  recovery  by  hook 
or  by  crook, 

«  *  *  *  * 

"  Hope  springs  eternal,"  etc. ;  "  Hope  on,  hope 
ever,"  and  "While  there's  life  there'shope."  Some 
time  ago  I  gave  an  account  of  the  loss  of  a  gold 
watch  at  Great  Marlow.  I  have  fished  from  the 
same  punt  at  the  very  spot  where  the  watch  was 
lost  while  the  angler  and  his  daughter  were  trying 
to  land  a  splendid  trout,  so  I  know  it's  true.  One 
year  afterwards — to  the  very  day  and  hour — the 
same  party  captured  a  trout,  which,  on  being  pre- 
pared for  dinner,  yielded  up  the  lost  treasure.  The 
watch  was  going  to  time.  The  supposition  is  that, 
being  a  stem-winder,  the  fish  in  masticating  its 
food  had  kept  it  wound  daily. 

«  *  *  *  * 

Now,  I  happen  to  know  Mr.  Henry  Shaw,  and  I 
have  fished  in  the  same  river  at  the  same  spot,  but 
my  "luck  "was  out.  I  read  that  "while  fishing 
in  the  River  Trent,  near  Beeston,  Nottingham, 
recently,  a  Nottingham  angler,  named  Henry  Shaw, 
had  the  good  fortune  to  hook  an  old  stocking,  which, 
upon  examination,  revealed  the  fact  that  it  con- 
tained four  half-sovereigns,  carefully  wrapped  in 
fiannel,  and  £2  10s.  all  in  shillings,  wrapped 
separately  in  paper.  How  the  stocking  came  to  be 
in  the  river  is  a  mystery."  How  it  got  in  would 
not  trouble  me  much,  but  the  anxiety  of  deciding 
whether  it  should  belong  to  me  if  I  "  hooked  "  it  or 
to  the  "  authorities  "  and  go  through  a  long  exam, 
on  "  flotsam  "  and  "  jetsam  "  makes  me  feel  rather 
glad  that  it  was  a  sure  find  for  Shaw, 

*  ♦  *  *  • 

I  also  gave  an  account  of  the  lost  bracelet.  A 
lady  whilst  fishing  from  the  pier  at  Deal  accidentally 
dropped  a  valuable  gold  bracelet.  The  "spot" 
was  "marked,"  but,  like  the  "A.  A.  's  "  gold  ring, 
it  was  given  up  for  lost !  But  no  ;  "  hope  "  be- 
comes "realisation."  A  day  or  two  later  another 
angler  "  hooked  "  it,  and  it  was  returned  to  the  right- 
ful owner — no  bother  about  "flotsam,"  etc. 
«  *  •  •  • 

Now  comes  a  "  story  "  (quite  true)  of  an  angler, 
one  Samuel  Cross  Piatt,  being  summoned  for 
fishing  in  private  water  at  Horton.  He  was  fined 
ten  shillings.  A  policeman,  who  "happened"  to 
be  passing  at  the  time,  related  how  he  nearly  lost 
his  helmet.  "  Defendant  was  angling  from  a  bridge 
on  the  public  highway.  Getting  a  bite,  he  made  an 
eSort  to  hook  the  fish.  He  missed  the  trout,  and 
the  line  swung  back  with  such  force  that  it  encircled 
the  body  of  Sergeant  Caswell,  who  was  cycling  past 
at  the  moment.  The  hook  caught  the  policeman's 
helmet,  and  pulled  it  into  th  e  road." 


Aisr  Invitation. 


"  They  have  said  ;  they  will  say ; — then  let  them 
be  saying. 

The  World's  an  old  woman,  but  we'll  go  a-Maying." 
The  bluebird  has  come  ia  the  wake  of  the  swallow 
Anemones,  columbines,  dance  in  the  hollow  ; 
The  river  is  laughing ;  the  hedgerow  discloses 
A  present  of  lilacs,  a  promise  of  roses  ; 
And  sweet  from  the  orchard,  where  blossoms  are 
falling. 

That  tempter,  the  Wind,  like  a  truant  is  calling. 
"  They  have  said ;  they  will  say ; — e'en  let  them  be 
saying ! 

Away  !  little  Gipsy,  for  we'll  go  a-Maying  !  " 

— Arthub  GcriTEEMAN  in  the  Criterion 


Mr.  W.  Hase,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Silver  Trout 
Angling  Society,  the  Nag's  Head  Hotel,  James- 
street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  sends  the  following 
particulars  of 

The  International  Angling  Competition, 

Monday,  September  4, 
,45  a.m. — Meet  at  Paddington,  G.  W.  R. 
!).  0  a.m. — Arrive  at  Henley. 
9.30  a.m. — Draw  for  swims  at  the  Town  Hall. 
12.  0  p.m. — Commencement  of  the  competition. 
5.  0  p,m. — Termination  of  the  competition. 
5.15  p.m. — Weighing  in  the  competitors'  takes. 
7.  0  p.m. — Banquet  and  distribution  of  prizes. 
10.  0  p.m. — Leave  Henley. 


Affection  and  Grief  in  Fish. — A  friend  of 
mine  kept  two  fish  in  a  large  tub  for  some  years). 
At  length  one  died.    They  had  been  fed  regularly, 
but  after  the  one  had  gone,  the  survivor  would  take 
o  food,  but  gradually  wasted  away  till  it  also  died. 
It  touched  one's  sympathy  to  see  it  slowly  waste 
away,  and  go  around  the  tub  apparently  looking  for 
ts  partner.    The  owner  of  the  fish  was  Mr.  Edwards, 
High  Street,  Wincanton,  Somerset." — J.  Brown,  in 
The  Country-side.    [I  can  endorse  Mr.  Edwards' 
statement.    In  an  aquarium  for  many  years  I  kept 
pairs  "  of  various  species  of  fish.    When  one  died 
mostly  from  fungus),  the  other  pined  or  sulked  or 
fretted — I  don't  know  which — but  I  do  know  they 
soon  starved  to  death.] 


"It  is  never  too  late  to  learn,"  says  the  Fish 
Trades  Gazette.  "  It  seems  that  among  the 
fishermen  attending  the  Lancashire  and  Western 
Committee's  classes  was  one  James  Woodhouse,  of 
Moreoambe,  a  fisherman  close  on  eighty-two  year; 
of  age,  and  still  following  his  arduous  vocation  with 
surprising  activity.  He  proved  an  attentive  student, 
and  states  he  has  learned  much  about  the  habits 
and  life  of  fish  that  was  new  to  him." 


"Jones  grumbles  at  cold  weather?"  "Yes. 
"  And  he  grumbles  at  hot  weather  ? "  Yes. 
"  What  does  he  like  ?  "    "  He  Ukea  to  grumble.'' 


Gone  Fishino. 


God  made  the  world  for  fishermen — 

For  us  the  small  waves  flash. 
For  us  the  scarlet  berries  crown 

The  lake's  encircling  ash. 

For  us  the  clouds  are  milky  pearls 

Set  in  a  turquoise's  blue. 
For  us  yon  eagle  solemnly 

His  winged  circle  drew. 

"  What  luck  ? "    If  luck  were  always  good. 

The  chiefest  joy  ware  gone. 
The  lure  of  sweet  uncertainty 

Still  draws  us  on  and  on. 

The  dimpling  waters  softly  smUe,  \ 

And  underneath  them  lies. 
Shadowed  by  some  mysterious  rock. 

The  swift,  elusive  prize. 

The  glory  of  his  golden  scales 

A  king's  reward  might  be. 
Fail  we  to-day  ?    To-morrow's  fly 
Shall  take  him  cunningly. 

— Clifton  Danoebfield  in  the 
Sunday  Magazine. 


A  COMMITTEE  has  been  formed  at  Llanymynech 
to  safeguard  the  fishing  in  the  Vymwy  for  a  distance 
of  four  miles — from  the  village  bridge  to  the  junction 
with  the  Severn.  The  riparian  owner  is  the  Earl  of 
Bradford,  and  for  the  nominal  sum  of  la.  a  year  he 
has  let  his  fishing  rights  in  this  part  of  the  river  to 
the  committee  referred  to.  This  committee  are 
framing  rules  for  regulating  the  fishing,  and  they 
will  issue  licences  to  all  genuine  anglers  and  true 
lovers  of  sport  for  6d.  a  year.  The  committee  are 
hoping  to  secure  the  right  to  fish  along  a  further 
stretch  of  the  river  from  another  riparian  owner. 
Mrs.  Pryce,  of  Pentre-Heylin.  The  aim  of  the 
committee,  of  which  so  ardent  an  angler  as  the  Rev, 
Deans  Cowan  is  chairman,  is  to  safeguard  the  sport 
and  preserve  the  river  from  poachers. 


Pboved* 

Teacher  :  "  Do  fishes  grow  fast,  Jimmie  ? " 
Jimmie:  "Some  of  them  do.  My  father  caught 
one  last  year  that  grows  an  inch  every  time  he  tells 
about  it." 


Angler  (to  rural  inhabitant) :  "  Are  you  a  native 
of  this  place  ?  "  Inhabitant :  "  Am  I  what  ? ' 
Angler  :  "  Are  you  a  native  ?  "  Inhabitant's  Wife 
(appearing  on  the  scene) :  "  Ain't  ye  got  no  sense 
Rube  ?  He  means  wuz  ye  livin'  here  when  ye 
wuz  born,  or  wuz  ye  born  before  ye  began  livin' 
here  2  " — Harper's  Weekly. 


A  Puzzle  fob  a  Foreigner. 
Wife,  make  me  some  dumplings  of  dough; 
They  are  better  than  meat  for  my  cough  ; 
Pray  let  them  be  boil'd  till  hot  through. 
But  not  till  they're  heavy  or  tough. 
Now,  I  must  be  off  to  the  plough. 
And  the  boys,  when  they've  had  enough. 
Must  keep  the  flies  off  with  a  bough. 
While  the  black  mare  drinks  at  the  trough. 


A  telegram  was  despatched  to  the  King  on 
July  31  by  the  fishermen  of  Ulverston,  who  asked 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  with  regard  to  a  royal 
sturgeon  captured  after  a  hard  struggle  in  the 
estuary  of  the  Leven.  The  sturgeon,  which  meas- 
ured eight  feet  and  weighed  3cwt.,  contained  a  roe 
weighing  two  stone. 


The  following  is  from  Country-Side  : — "  Fish  in 
Hot  Watee. — Last  October  I  caught  a  grayling 
which  had  for  weeks  been  rising  in  a  stream  of  hot 
water  running  from  some  mills.  A  grayling,  when 
landed,  is  generally  icy  cold  to  the  touch ;  in  fact, 
so  much  so  that  in  cold  weather  it  makes  one's 
hands  quite  numb  from  holding  it  to  extract  the 
hook.  This  one  was  warm  to  such  a  degree  that  I 
dropped  it  back  into  the  net  with  astonishment. 
Has  anyone  ever  heard  of  such  a  thing  before  ? 
Very  few  people  will  believe  this  tale.  Grayling 
can  only  live  in  the  coldest  streams  and  rivers,  it  is 
said. — G.  Le  B.  S."  [Anglers  often  get  into  hot 
water,  but  I  am  sorry  for  the  thyme-scented  gray- 
ling. I  must  read  "  Grayling  Fishing  in  South 
Country  Streams,"  by  H.  A.  Rolt  (Sampson  Low, 
price  5s.),  and  find  out  whether  it  is  necessary  to  be 
half  cooked  before  landing.  I  know  their  mouths 
are  very  tender,  even  in  cold  water.] 


MoBE  Depletion, 
A  FISHING  contest,  promoted  by  the  Volunteer 
Angling  Club,  Hyde,  took  place  in  Peak  Forest 
Canal  on  Saturday.  Four  prizes  were  offered  for 
the  heaviest  weight  secured.  The  entries  numbered 
140,  and  the  combined  efforts  of  that  body  of 
anglers  resulted  in  the  capture  of  five  fish,  the  top 
weight  being  sevea  and  a  half  drams. 


Ad  So  dales. 

They  say  that  fishermen  always  lie 
About  the  fish  that  rise  to  tlieir  fly : 
About  their  size  and  about  their  weight. 
And  about  the  rod  and  about  the  bait. 
They  say,  moreover,  our  mirth  to  leaven. 
That  mighty  few  fishermen  gat  to  heaven. 
How  do  they  know  but  the  scales  went  wrong. 
Or  the  yardstick  measured  a  trifle  strong  '! 
For  the  fish  disappeared,  as  all  big  fish  do. 
And  the  story,  possibly,  may  have  been  true. 
But  we  needn't  care  for  the  gibe  or  the  prod 
Of  the  fellow  who  never  jointed  a  rod. 
Maybe  we  lie — and  surely  we'll  die — 
But  all  of  us  hope  for  a  home  on  high. 
And  be  sure  of  our  chances,  we  certainly  can. 
For  St.  Peter  himself  was  a  fisherman. 

— J.  D.  WmsH  in  American  Fish  Culturist. 


The  Government  of  New  Zealand  has  decided  to 
hold,  during  the  summer  of  1906-7,  an  International 
Exhibition  at  Christchurch,  Canterbury,  New 
Zealand,  in  which  all  the  nations  of  the  world  have 
been  invited  to  participate.  The  object  of  the 
exhibition  is  educational,  and  it  is  intended  to 
demonstrate  the  resources  and  possibilities  of  the 
colony  as  one  of  the  world's  food-producing 
factors ;  its  vast  mineral  resources ;  and  to  draw 
attention  to  its  unrivalled  and  varied  scenery, 
thermal  wonders,  and  also  the  exceptional  oppor- 
tunities offered  to  sportsmen.  [I  may  here  remark 
that  the  "  summer  of  1906-7  "  are  the  months  of 
November  and  December,  1906,  and  January, 
February,  March,  and  part  of  April,  1907.] 


The  Height  of  Waves. 
This  is  the  time  of  year  when  people  arrive  in 
port  with  stories  of  waves  250ft.  in  height,  more  or 
less.  The  Hydrographic  Bureau  at  Washington, 
D.C.,  has  been  at  the  pains  to  make  careful 
measurements  of  Atlantic  waves,  and  it  finds  that 
the  waves  average  about  30ft.  in  height,  and  in 
rough  weather  reach  from  40ft.  to  48ft.  In  storms 
they  are  often  from  500ft.  to  600ft.  long,  and  last 
ten  or  eleven  seconds,  while  the  longest  yec  known 
measured  half  a  mile  and  did  not  spend  itself  for 
twenty-three  seconds. 


A  young  Nimrod,  with  no  ideas  beyond  hunting, 
was  singing  the  praises  of  a  favourite  hunter  at  a 
dinner-table  where  the  subject  was  of  no  particular 
interest. to  the  rest  of  the  party.  "Is  he  a  good 
jumper  1 "  said  someone  languidly,  but  trying  to  be 
interested.  "  He  is  then,"  was  the  reply  ;  "  be  could 
leap  clean  over  my  head."  "Faith,  then,"  said  a 
celebrated  Q.C.,  who  was  present,  "  he  can  leap 
timber."  And  was  it  the  same  ready  Q.C.  who  said 
of  a  sham  door,  "  Most  doors  are  made  to  let  you 
out,  but  that  is  made  to  take  you  in  "  ?  Another 
Irish  barrister,  a  merry  man,  said  to  a  judge,  "  My 
lord,  your  gravity  has  raised  you  to  the  Bench, 
my  levity  has  kept  tab  down."         j  Deagnet. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Hi 


Pfovlneial  flflgling  ]lotes 

nmat  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  nice  change  in  the  weather ;  it 
has  gone  much  cooler,  and  we  have  had  some  very 
nice  showers,  which  have  done  much  to  make  the 
sport  better.  The  fish  are  all  the  better  for  the 
cdaoge,  aad  are  bitiog  more  freely.  The  rain  has 
beea  general  all  round,  and  our  local  rivers  have 
been  very  much  improved  all  round  by  the  welcome 
downfall  The  River  Alne  at  Aston  Cantlow  has 
yielded  some  good  catches  of  fish ;  the  roach 
have  been  taking  the  bread  paste  freely, 
catches  of  over  1 1  lb.  have  been  taken  with 
this  bait.  Sport  has  also  improved  on  the  Trent, 
Avon,  and  Severn ;  on  the  former  river,  although 
low  and  fine  previous  to  the  late  rain,  sport  has  been 
good  with  the  roach,  chub,  and  dace,  stewed  malt 
and  wheat  have  been  the  most  successful  baits. 
The  fly  has  been  used  with  success  with  the  chub, 
as  fish  up  to  31b.  have  been  taken.  Fish  are  feeding 
freely  in  the  Avon,  the  roach  are  in  much  better 
condition,  and  are  being  taken  in  good  quantities, 
and  of  a  better  size.  The  bream  are  no  w  on  the 
feed,  and  some  good  catches  have  been  had 
in  the  Evesham,  Fladbury,  Wyre,  and  Per- 
shore  districts.  The  perch  are  going  well  at 
tbe  ;worm.  Those  who  fish  the  river  on  Sundays 
do  not  obtain  the  best  of  sport,  and  there 
is  no  flow  on  the  river  owing  ta  the  mills  being 
stopped.  Sport  has  been  good  on  the  Arrow  at 
Wexford.  Dace  fishing  has  been  good,  and  same 
good  roach  have  been  taken.  The  maggot  has  been 
the  most  ;uccessful  bait  used.  Some  good  eels 
have  been  taken  with  the  worm.  On  the  Severn 
sport  has  improved.  The  roach  have  now  got 
into  good  order,  and  dace  and  chub  are  well 
on  the  feed  in  the  Erdington,  Hampton 
Lode,  Highley,  and  Bewdley  districts.  Below  Lin- 
comb  Lock  sport  has  been  good  with  the  chub. 
Sport,  on  the  whole,  has  very  much  improved.  On 
our  local  pools  at  Sutton  sport  has  been  good.  A 
gentleman  fiishing  Blackroot  Pool  at  the  end  of  last 
week  had  a  good  catch  of  roach,  the  best  fish  weigh- 
ing l^lb.  Sport  on  the  middle  days  of  the  week  is 
good,  as  the  boating  is  very  little  indulged  in.  The 
Harbourne  Reservoir  has  been  patronised,  but  the 
tish  have  been  of  a  very  small  size.  The  time  is 
coming  on  for  the  tench,  which  will  be  found  in  this 
water  to  take  the  worm  and  stewed  malt.  With 
the  water  discoloured  sport  with  this  class  of  fish 
should  be  good.  Canal  fishing  has  been  very  much 
better.  Tbe  Warwick,  Stratford,  Coventry,  and 
what  is  known  as  the  Myra  Canal  at  Stoke  Gelding 
has  been  fished  with  success.  Fishing  on  the  Fazeley 
Canal  has  been  good,  but  the  canal  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Droitwich  aod  Fernhill  Heath  has  not 
been  good  of  late.  The  Provincial  Aas:>ciation  is 
going  strong,  they  have  made  several  new  clubs  of 
late  and  so  increased  their  number  of  members ; 
they  have  a  balance  in  hand  of  £237  19s.  8d.  Having 
the  sum  in  hand  the  committee  think  it  advisable  to 
reduce  the  subscription  to  threepence  per  member 
per  annum. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

There  has  been  a  good  lot  of  floating  weed  on 
the  Witham  just  of  late — the  result  of  the  roding 
operations — and  this  has  rather  upset  the  sport. 
In  other  respects  the  conditions  have  been  favour- 
able, and  anglers,  who  have  selected  a  quiet  spot, 
have  had  no  cause  to  complain,  for  both  bream 
and  roach  have  been  moving  freely.  Boat  anglers 
have  fared  considerably  better  than  those  who  have 
fished  from  the  bank.  Some  Sheffield  visitors  have 
been  extremely  fortunate,  for  one  is  reported  to 
have  captured  over  401b.  of  bream  one  day  last 
week,  and  another  accounted  for  351b.  The  bags 
contained  two  or  three  very  choice  specimens 
weighing  up  to  SJlb.  Roach  fishing  in  the  Langrick 
and  Dogdyke  districts  has  also  been  remunerative. 
Both  magaots  and  creed  wheat  have  proved 
irresistible  baits — in  fact,  with  the  former,  one  rod 
killed  twelve  brace  of  fish,  none  of  which  weighed 
under  ^Ib.,  while  one  or  two  went  up  to  L^lb. 
Tench  have  also  been  disporting  themselves  on 
some  lengths  of  the  Witham,  and  rods  at  work 
early  and  late  have  creeled  fish  scaling  up  to  31b. 
Forty-foot  anglers  continue  to  do  very  well  in  the 
Dowaby  and  Uunsby  Fen  districts.  Roach,  rudd, 
silver  bream,  and  perch  have  formed  the  leading 
items  this  week,  and  several  "  takes  "  have  weighed 
from  l.'jlb.  to  201b.,  as  the  result  of  a  day's  sport. 
Welland  anglers  are  also  having  a  successful  time 
in  the  Deeping  district. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  Driffield  Canal  has  been  very  fair 
darmg  the  past  week,  and  near  to  Driffield  Lock 
some  nice  trout  have  been  secured ;  below  Whinhil 


Lock  one  was  taken  that  scaled  a  little  over  21b. 
Some  very  nice  takes  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
made  at  WansEord  and  Brigham,  some  of  the  fish 
scaling  1  lb.  each — both  maggots  and  pearl  barley 
accounting  for  nice  fish.  The  river  Hull  is  in  fine 
condition,  and  several  nice  baslcets  of  fish  taken  at 
Fishholme,  Hempholme,  and  Wilfholme,  with  both 
paste  and  maggot.  At  Weelferry  and  Wawne, 
some  nice  takes  of  roach  and  bream  are  also  being 
had,  but  chiefly  with  maggots,  some  of  the  bream 
going  from  1  lb.  to  nearly  4lb.  each.  Sport  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  has  not  been  near  so  good 
this  week,  the  fish  running  small.  The  King's 
Own  Angling  Association  oE  Hull  fished  a  match 
at  Newport,  Mr.  H.  Wilkinson  weighing  in  31b.  14oz. 
for  first  prize;  but  the  East  Hull  Bank  Angling 
Association  fished  a  match  near  to  Newport,  and 
only  had  very  poor  sport,  the  first  priz3  being  taken 
by  Mr.  W.  Gordon  with  1  lb.  12oz..  However, 
aiglers  visiting  the  upper  districts  above  Sod- 
house  Lock  and  Land  o'  Nod  have  had  some  good 
mixed  baskets  of  roach,  perch,  bream  and  pike. 
The  Lincolnshire  waters  are  fishing  well,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Hewell,  a  member  oE  the  Hexthorpe  Angling  Club, 
caught  about  four  stone  of  bream  in  the  Haxey 
Drain,  and  on  the  Bain  and  Ancholme  sport  has 
b«en  good,  especially  in  the  Brigg  and  Brandy 
Wdth  districts  of  the  latter,  where  several  catches 
of  bream  from  r21b.  to  281b.  have  been  madejby 
anglers  from  Hull,  Sheffield,  and  Worksop — many 
of  the  bream  scaling  from  2lb.  to  41b.  each.  Roach 
up  to  l|lb.  and  tench  of  21b.  each  have  also  been 
taken  during  the  week  with_  maggots^  and  creed 
wheat  as  bait. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

I  wrote  last  week  that  angling  prospects  had 
brightened  considerably  up  here  through  rain. 
Well,  they  have  gone  back  to  the  old  dead  level  of 
many  former  weeks.  I  have  never  known  things 
remain  so  continuously  bad  as  they  have  done  in 
this  district  this  season.  Windermere  is  doing 
famously  just  now  amongst  the  parch,  and  baskets 
up  to  a  couple  of  hundred  per  rod  per  day  a-e  not 
uncommon.  Pike  are  also  giving  fair  sport,  but 
game  fish  are  completely  "  otf."  On  the  streams 
little  is  being  done  amongst  the  trout ;  and  even 
if  the  general  conditions  were  favourable,  the 
present  is  always  but  a  moderate  time  for  these 
fish — they  are  partly  giving  up  feeding  at  night 
for  the  season,  and  have  not  as  yet  got  well  into 
the  swing  for  day  fishing.  A  good  flood  wou'd 
alter  this.  The  Kent  supplies  tlie  following  little 
lot  of  decent  fish: — Mr.  Bland,  one  oE  20oz. ;  Mr. 
Mackereth,  one  oE  16oz.  ;  while  I  had  two  on 
July  28,  which  were  just  32oz.  between  them. 
There  are  some  really  good  trout  just  at  present  on 
the  lower  reaches  of  this  stream — a  good  honest 
sprinkling  oE  pounders  and  upwards.  I  take  it 
this  improvement  in  size  has  been  brought  about 
by  the  Kent  Angling  Association,  who  annually 
place  in  the  stream  some  thousands  o£  yearlings, 
thus  effecting  a  change  of  blood.  On  its  higher 
reaches  we  have  any  amount  of  fish,  but  they  run 
small — the  association  does  not  restock  these  upper 
waters.  Nothing  of  any  moment  has  been  done 
for  the  past  week  amongst  the  sea-trout ;  one  here, 
a  couple  there,  and,  more  frequently,  none,  being 
the  general  run  of  a  night's  fishing.  If  we  could 
only  raise  a  good  flood  befo'-e  the  night  fishing  of 
the  August  moon  is  upon  us,  I  know  I  shall  be  able 
to  send  up  reports  of  good  baskets  of  these  fish. 

FROM^LANCASHIRE. 

Tbe  Bollin  is  reported  officially  as  fishing  ex- 
tremely well,  especially  ia  the  lower  length.  The 
All-England  match  at  Leigh  was  a  great  success, 
and  the  number  of  fish  taken  somewhat  of  a 
surprise.  Mr.  Vallander,  Wigan,  headed  the  list. 
Next  Saturday  the  Standard  Mower  Angling  Society 
are  promoting  a  similar  event.  Mr.  G.  Haywood 
secured  first  prize  in  the  Robin  Hood  match, 
Clifton,  last  Saturday.  The  win  by  Mr.  R.  Crook, 
sen.,  Bolton,  of  a  first  prize  after  a  recent  severe 
illness  is  a  noteworthy  item.  Mr.  J.  J.  Clough, 
of  the  Bolton  Mission  Angling  Society,  secured 
first  prize  in  their  match  last  Saturday.  The 
"  Travellers  "  are  haaving  a  turn-out  to-day  The 
Liverpool  City  Club  for  once  had  poor  sport  at 
Netherton  in  their  last  match.  The  Nelson  Anglers 
had  fair  sport  in  their  last  match,  Mr.  Snowden 
heading  the  list.  The  Norwood  Anglers'  first  prize 
went  for  4|lb.  to  Mr.  Tennant.  There  is  any  amount 
of  news  from  Warrington,  but  chiefly  of  the  standard 
kind  matches.  About  the  best  of  their  waters  are 
the  Bollin  and  the  Bridgewater  Canal.  A  lot  of 
Farnworth  anglers  will  be  at  Ashby  to-day  for  their 
annual  visit.  ,Great  preparations  are  being  made  for 
the  coming  Bank  Holiday. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

In  the  midst  of  humdrum  doings  amongst  our 
city  rods,  we  have  a  kind  of  oasis  in  the  report  of 
tbe  second  round  of  the  Moaa  Side  SoCiala'  annual 


championship  competition.  The  first  place  was 
socured  by  Mr.  R.  Pendlebury,  with  31b.  4oz.  lOdr., 
and  then  we  have  to  go  to  No.  14  to  get  under  1  lb., 
namely,  15oz.  5dr.,  by  Mr.  E.  Roberts.  Barrow's 
Lock  looks  like  being  a  popular  resort  after  this.  We 
have  another  item  of  interest  from  the  Lancaster 
Angling  Society,  Longsight.  A  party  of  three  went  to 
Rudyard  Lake,  and  Mr.  Jos.  Parlby  caught  a  perch 
IJlb.,  and  the  greatest  count  of  the  three  rods, 
including  dace  ('!),  roach  and  perch.  His  perch  was 
probably  a  record  for  a  first  visit  to  Rudyard. 
The  C.P.A.A.  will  be  delighted  to  hear  that  a 
"  golden  carp "  has  been  taken  from  the  Combs' 
Reservoir  by  Mr.  T.  Barnes,  weighing  31b.  14oz., 
on  one  of  Ramsbottom's  iix  gossamer  gut,  and 
that  the  fish  is  to  be  mounteL  Mr.  F.  Lawley's 
success  in  the  Clarence  match  was  a  popular  one. 
Mr.  M.  Rathbone  has  secured  the  championship  of 
the  Duchy  Angling  Society  aEter  a  keen  contest. 
The  Lower  Broughton  Angling  Society  had  a  good 
turn  last  Sunday  at  High  Lane,  Mr.  G.  Whittaker 
heading  the  list. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  has  interfered  to  a  certain  extent  with 
angling  pursuits  in  our  district.  The  Trent,  how- 
ever, remains  very  low  and  clear,  and  barbel 
experts  have,  with  a  view  to  secure  sport,  to  resort 
to  deeper  runs  of  the  fish  than  of  a  month  ago. 
A  specimen  of  521b.  was  taken  below  the  weirs  at 
Colwick ;  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  Mr. 
E  Truswell  killed  one,  amongst  others,  of  4Jlb. 
Wilford  anglers  have  landed  fish  varying  from  2^1b. 
and  51b.  each,  and  reports  to  hand  speak  favour- 
ably of  captures  from  the  waters  below  Beeston 
weirs.  Fly  fishers  have  creeled  dace  and  chub  at 
Shardlow  with  small  flies,  and  waders  off  the 
shallows  at  Clifton  have  score!  amongst  chub.  The 
Piscatorial  Society  engaged  in  their  second  com- 
petition of  the  season  at  RoUestoa  on  July  27, 
when  the  following  prizes  were  won  First,  H. 
Boot ;  second,  J.  Hewson ;  third,  W.  Griffith. 
Eleven  others  took  part,  and  the  proceedings 
throughout  were  much  enjoyed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND -DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  down  to  dead  summer  level,  and 
very  stale  ;  rain  is  badly  needed  to  give  the  streams 
a  good  swill  out.  The  heavy  storms  we  have  had 
have  all  been  absorbed  by  the  dry  and  parched 
earth  as  fast  as  it  came  down,  and  although  benefi- 
cial to  vegetation,  has  not  affected  the  stream  i. 
The  trout  are  in  a  sluggish  state,  scarcely  any  bait 
will  tempt  them,  only  in  the  evenings  have  they 
given  any  sport,  and  only  very  taoderate 
catches  have  been  had.  One  or  two  fine  fish 
have  been  taken  with^the  minnow,  over  21b.  each, 
and  a  few  nice  trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught 
in  the  ^Teme  with  the  fly.  Capital  sport  has  been 
had  in  the  Severn  with  stewed  wheat  and  the 
maggot.  Mr.  Wiggin  caught  101b.  with  the  wheat. 
Hooper  QJlb.  roach  and  dace  with  the  maggot, 
Thomas  81b.,  Perks  twenty  roach  and  four  tine 
chub.  A  lot  of  chub  have  been  taken  with  the 
wasp  grub.  Sport  in  the  Avon'  has  been  much 
improved,  and  in  the  Wyre  Piddle  districts 
baskets  of  bream  from  101b.  upwards  jhave 
been  caught,  maggot  and  stewed  wheat  being 
successful  baits;  and  on  Saturday  (July  29)  L. 
Knight,  of  the  Sabrina  Club,  had  a  fine  lot  of  roach 
at  Defford.  On  J uly  30,  miles  of  the  river  from 
Wyre  t  >  Defford  was  lined  with  anglers,  four  clubs 
from  Worcester  had  competitions  on  that  day,  and 
in  ^addition  a  lot  of  Birmingham  anglers.  The 
Sabrina  Club  had  plenty  of  sport,  but  lost  a  lot  of 
fish,  good  bream.  The  winners  were : — 1st,  W. 
Holder;  2nd,  R.  Yapp;  3rd,  G.  Hail;  4th,  F. 
Champken;  5th,  S.  Osborne ;  6th,  A.  Gulliver.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  Club  were  not  so  successful,  and 
did  not  take  all  their  prizes.  T.  NichoUs  was  first, 
and  J.  Whittey  second.  I  have  no  account  of  the 
result  of  the  other  competitions.  Great  prepara- 
tions are  being  made  for  Monday  next  (Bank 
Holiday),  and  most  of  the  fishing  resorts  will  be 
visited,  but  good  sport  can  hardly  bo  expected 
with  the  present  state  of  the  water. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  York  and  District  Amalgamation  held  the 
first  sweepstakes  of  the  season  on  July  20  at  Water 
Fulford.  Tne  water  was  very  low  and  clear,  and 
practically  at  a  standstill,  save  for  the  movements 
caused  by  the  wind,  which  blew  rather  strongly  up- 
stream. In  course  of  the  match,  rain  fell  for  about 
two  hours  and  a-half,  the  weather  clearing  up  for 
the  jweigh-in.  Considering  the  adverse  conditions 
referred  to,  the  results  proved  fairly  satisfactory, 
only  three  out  of  the  whole  number  of  |the 
anglers  having  less  than  1  lb.  of  fish.  Mr. 
J.  I  Corney,  St.  Dennis'  Club,  2lb.  lOfoz.,  was 
first;  Mr,  Albert  Jones,  [St.  Lawrence,  21b.  9Joz., 
second;  Mr,  Smith,  Cattle  Market,  l  ib.  14^oz.,  third  ; 
Mr,  Henderson,  George  the  Fourth,  1  lb.  12^02., 
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AJJOLERS'   HOTELS,   EISHING   QUARTERS,  &o. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tarifi.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B, 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
Beveral  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.  Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "Macfadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelfoid." 


FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf ; 
Billiards. 
0.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALIjINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry . 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  CuUen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY, 


LOXJGH  IVTASK. 

ITie  bast  Free  Fishing  in  Ireland,  either  Fly 
Fishing  or  Trolling  for  large  Tront  and  big  Pike. 
Here  you  can  have  the  betiefit  of  your  holidays, 
as  you  are  right  on  the  spot.  House  within  30 
yanls  of  best  fishing  on  Mask  ;  also  1,600  acres  of 
Shooting,  viz.,  Grouse,  Partridge,  Hare  and  Suipe. 
Good  boats  and  experienced  boatmen.  Moderate 
charges.  Balliurobe  nearest  railway  station. — For 
tenns,  <tc.,  apply  to  P.  Summeuville,  Kilbride 
Lodge,  Clonbur,  Co.  Galway. 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL. 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Habeis." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris 


DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

KINLOCH-RANNOCH. 

First  Class  Tourist  and  Anglers' Hotel. 
Close  to  Loch  Rannoch  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  River  Tummel.  Free  Fishing  and 
Boats  on  Loch  and  River,  of  which  the 
largest  stretch  in  the  district  is  in  con- 
nection with  this  Hotel.  Moderate 
Terms.  Posting  at  Struan  and  Kinloch- 
Ilannoch. 

Telegrams  :  "  Dunalastair  Hotel." 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


IRttSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.  Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hdbley,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT   CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur 
rounds  Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  tlve 
miles'  drive,  or  id.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  cliargu ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  .  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor,!'.  J.  COXTRELL, 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day'a  sport  of  Pike, 
Uoa:h,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fre  :h  stocked.  860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boat>.  Frequent 
Tra  lis  from  all  Metropolitan  atatloni.  Book  to 
Webb  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch, 
Kudd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Ondgnon,  i  Inch 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  i^SI^: 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.  ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
manuin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5a-.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


The  "Dapping  "  Season  has  now 
commencod. 

THE  FINEST  FREE-FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM 

Drifts  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
shallows.  Nearly  70,000  acres  of  deep-water 
flshmg  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Under  New 
Management ;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
haths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Tariff  . 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery ;  bracing 
air  ;  only  H  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  tree  on  application  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 

The  Gwecdore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Anure.  Comfortable  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  banks  of  theOweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Lough  Anure,  and  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
60«.  weekly.  Kisliing  'Z^is.  weekly,  40».  fort- 
nightly, 60s.  monthly.  (Jrilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.  8,000  acres  excellent  Sliooting 
from  12th  August.    Apply — 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co,  Donegal. 
Telefframs:  "Hotel  Croi,i,v,  (^wkkwdek." 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 

first- Claaa.       Choicest  Position, 
CONVBNIKNT  FOR 

OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderpy. 

SALMON  &  BANH  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appoint- 
ments up-to-date.  Billiards,  Boats, 
Vehicles,  &c.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in 
operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  lOg. 
per  week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets, 
£1  la. ;  Daily,  5.s.  Boat  and  Man,  5s. 
per  day.  Cheaper  Angling  terms  on 
Upper  Water. — Address,  Manageress. 


TWO  MILES 

OK 

Ixcellent  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing 

On  the  Old  Kingsland  Club  Water. 

A  limited  number  of  Members  can  be 
admitted  at  2 J  guineas  for  the  remainder 
of  the  Seasons. — Apply,  William  Bbad- 
FORD,  Royal  Oak  Hotel,  Leominster. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOB,l>  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extenaive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
Seokbtart. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Bienheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Kickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.). 
Country  headquarters.  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefleld 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Over  3,000 
6sh  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year. — For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Seoretaby, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westboume 
Park,  W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

Prtsicl^ent—Sa.  EDWARD  BIRKBHCK,  BART. 

Reduced  Farei  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coa«t  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Mkbtings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

dor.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
lor  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  do2.  lor  3«.  6d. ; 
or  13  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  maKniflcence,  cheap. 

neas,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  eijual. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackl« 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  mrblte  Ab  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


CITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Societys 

President    ■    F.  B.  MILDMAf,  ESQ.,  M.P. 

Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon, 
Secretary. 


WASP  CAKE. 

Properly  cured  for  Fishing.    Cakes  containing 
1,000  Grubs,  post  free,  1/-.  Double  quantity,  2/- 
— Tams,  Church  Street,  Longton,  Staffs, 


Rea.dL  This. 


•x>o  ^ 

LAND,  40 ft.  by  350  ft.  (about),  in  Sussex 
village,  suitable  for  erection  of  Cottage. 
Also  2  acres  (about) 

MEADOW  LAND  &  OZIER  BED 

on  banks  of  Arun.  Price,  freehold,  £3(X). — 
Write,  R.  Hdbbard,  Esq.,  17,  Woodville 
Road,  Ealing,  W. 


Comfortable  Private  Home 

Nkar  River. 

GOOD      FISHING  j 

AND   BOATS  FREE. 

Apply  to  Mr.  DUCKER,  Great  Paxton, 
St.  Neots,  Hunts. 


JSrOPtTH  WALES 

(SNowDoN  District). 

CHARMING  COUNTRY  RESIDENCE 

On  rising  ground,  for  two  months  or  less. 
Lovely  mountain  and  sea  views.  Two 
reception,  four  bedrooms,  &c.  Bracing. 
Boating  and  excellent  Fishing;  rivers 
and  lakes  free. — Williams,  Brynffynon, 
Cwm-y-glo,  Carnarvonshire. 


From  the  middle  of  September  for  six 
weeks,  a 

SMALL  HOUSE  OR  COTTAGE 

where  some  Fishing  and  rough  Shooting  j 
would  be  procurable ;  near  the  Sea  .! 
preferred. — Rev.  P.  Davekport,  Clare  j 
Lodge,  Stamford.  J 


WANTED. 


1,000  YEARLING  GRAYLINC 

To  be  delivered,  as  soon  as  weather 
permits,  near  Oswestry.  G.W.  Rail. — 
Apply,  L.  Brooke,  Heswall,  Cheshire. 


Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Roach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours, 
White  and  Pink.  Packets  3d .  &  6d .  eacb. 

CEROLEXJlVr. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mattou  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &o. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 


Of  TAOKIiB  SEALERS  at  home  and  abroad,  or 

direct  ttom  the  Haker, 

Chemlsti  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

Postage  Extra. 


An.g'lera  wiahingr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Flshiog  the  Cam,  Oase,  &o., 

SHOULD  ADVERTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addreif:  t>,  Market  Hill  Cambridge. 
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fourth ;  Mr.  J.  Aspinall, Three  Cups,  1  lb.  9oz.  The 
York  Working  Men's  A. A.,  consisting  of  the 
aBSJiated  clubs,  fished  their  first  competition  at 
2sewton-on-Derwent,  on  July  29.  Eleven  clubs 
competed,  comprising  77  anglers.  The  state  of  the 
weather  and  the  water  was  not  favourable  to  good 
sport.  A  strong  wind  was  blowing  down  the  stream. 
Forty-five  rodmen  appeared  at  the  scales,  and 
the  following  results  were  shown :  —  The  Irish 
National  League.  3ib.  12^02.,  first;  Leeman- 
road  Working  !Men's  Club,  31b.  Gjoz  ,  second ; 
Hexbv-roai  Club,  1  lb.  8oz.,  third;  Promenade 
Club,"  1  lb.  7Joz..  fourth  ;  South  Bank  Club, 
lib  7oz.,  fifth;  St.  Lawrence  Club,  lib  6|oz., 
sixth;  Phcenix  Club,  lib.  Q'^oz.,  seventh;  Clarence 
Club,  1  lb.  |oz  ,  eighth  ;  Fulford  -  road  Club, 
lib.  ^oz.,  ninth;  Burton-lane  Club  and  Acomb 
Club  falling  next  in  order.  Mr.  J.  Corney,  for  the 
winners,  caught  3  lb.  2Joz.  of  fish,  mostly  bleak  ; 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Smith,  tor  the  Leeman-road  Club, 
caught  small  roach  to  the  weight  of  1  lb.  l|oz. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Though  the  weather  has  been  favourable  enough 
on  most  days,  spsrt  generally  speaking  has  shown 
little  or  no  improvement  in  any  department.  Fair 
or  average  sport  has,  however,  been  often  had.  In 
the  salmon  department  sport  has  been  much 
retarded  on  the  rivers  by  low  and  clear  waters. 
Sea-trout  fishing  has  not  been  up  to  the  usual 
st€uidard.  though  respectable  sport  has  been  had  at 
those  fish  at  a  few  places,  notably  at  Ballinahinch, 
Galway  and  Waterville.  Sea  angling  has  generally 
yielded  good  results,  principally  along  the  western 
coast.  The  fish  chiefly  had  were  pollack,  bream, 
gurnards,  whiting  and  mackerel.  August  is  generally 
the  best  month  at  the  majority  of  stations  both  for 
sea  and  fresh  water  fishing,  and  this  year  it  has 
opened  fairly  well  as  far  aj  fishing  as  a  whole  is 
concerned.  Rain  is  falling  at  time  of  writing,  which 
should  improve  river  fishing. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Some  heavy  showers  benefited  the  rivers  tempo- 
rarily this  week,  but  a  lot  more  is  badly  needed  to 
keep  up  to  sport-giving  mark.  The  drought  has 
been  severely  felt  on  the  east  coast  of  Antrim,  the 
rivers  of  that  district  being  little  better  than  a 
series  of  pools  connected  by  the  merest  trickles  of 
water.  In  all  the  estuaries  and  tidal  waters 
large  shoals  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  lying 
awaiting  the  first  spate  to  push  up  stream. 
Of  course,  the  nets  on  the  coast  are  making 
a  gJod  thing  of  it  at  the  expense  of  the  upper 
waters.  This  in  due  time  will  affeit  the  supply  of 
spawning  fish.  One  effect  of  the  land  laws  in  this 
country  will  be  that  in  a  few  year*  there  will  be 
practically  no  free  fishing  of  any  importance.  On 
hundreds  of  estates  where  the  fishery  rights  belonged 
to  the  landlords,  the  trout  fishing  public  had  a  free 
hand  without  let  or  hindrance,  and  the  farmers  could 
not  legally  interfere  so  long  aa  anglers  committed 
no  damage.  But  with. land  purchase  this  has  been  all 
changed,  whe.  e  the  farmers  have  the  fishing  rights. 
Last  week  the  Droraore  sections  of  the  La^an  were 
ruined  by  pollution,  which  had  a  most  deadly  effect 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  river.  In  those  reaches 
some  three  hundred  trout  of  from  |lb.  to  41b.  were 
killed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  authorities  will 
deal  with  the  matter.  A  large  stretch  of  the  Braid 
was  similarly  poisoned  last  week  by  sewage  of  the 
local  Urban  Council,  it  is  alleged. 


Xettecs  to  the  lEbftor* 

[We  do  not  hold  owaelvea  responsible  for  the 
opmiona  expressed  by  owr  Correspondents.] 


THE  L  ATE  MR.  A.  E.  ARMSTRONG. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  the  Fishinf  Oazette  of 
July  1  you  announced,  with  much  regret,  the  death, 
in  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  from  the  bursting  of  a 
bl)odvi;88el,  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  at  Nuwara 
Eliya,  Ceylon,  on  June  2,  and  in  your  kindly  notice 
you  referred  to  his  share  in  the  important  and 
successful  work  carried  out  by  him,  under  Mr. 
J.  B,  Feilding,  F  Z.S.,  for  the  Earl  of  Denbigh  in 
North  Wales  in  the  acclimatisation  of  the  steel- 
headed  salmon,  the  land-locked  salmon,  and  the 
black-spotted  trout. 

Very  many  of  your  readers  will,  I  am  sure,  recall 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  not  only  as  a  most 
ardent  and  clever  fish-culturist,  but  also  as  a 
zealous  protector  of  Thames  and  other  fisheries — 
in  fact,  I  never  knew  a  more  whole  hearted  devotee 
of  the  cause,  and  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
knowing  many. 

While  he  lived  at  Chortsey  he  (in  conjunction 
with  the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes)  started  the  local 
Thames  Preservation  Society,  and  acted  as  its 
honorary  secretary,  also  holding  a  "deputation" 


as  honorary  river  keeper  for  the  T.A.P.S.  under  the 
Thames  Conservtincy.  Afterwards,  going  into 
business  at  Cardiff,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Cor- 
poration honorary  curator  of  the  fisheries  there, 
and  did  much  good  work  voluntarily,  also  boing  in 
charge  of  the  Cambrian  Fly  Fishers'  Club  waters  at 
YsceiSog.  Then,  determining  to  devote  his  life  to 
fish  culture,  he  was  employed  at  Beaulieu  in  the 
New  Forest  by  Lord  Montagu  on  his  fisheries,  pro- 
ceeding thence  to  the  important  work  for  Lord 
Denbigh  to  which  I  have  referred.  It  was,  I  believe, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  last-named  nobleman 
that  Armstrong  obtained  his  important  appointment 
by  the  Ceylon  Fishing  Club  to  superintend  their 
exp^iriments  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  colony. 

When  he  came  to  Reading,  specially  to  bid  me 
good-bye,  just  before  he  sailed  for  Ceylon,  poor 
Armstrong  was,  as  usual,  full  of  enthusiasm.  Alas  ! 
the  next  news  I  received — instead  of  a  cheery  letter 
— was  of  his  death  ;  and  next  I  found  that  his  wife 
and  four  young  children,  who  had  loosed  forward 
to  joining  him  in  Ceylon  in  September,  were  left 
practically  penniless  !  Such  is  the  tragedy  of  life — 
and  death  ! 

It  is  on  behalf  of  these  bereaved  ones  that  I  now 
address  you,  and,  through  you.  your  wide  circle  of 
readers,  knowing  how  generous  you,  and  they,  ever 
are  in  cases  of  real  need. 

Some  of  those  who  knew  poor  Armstrong  well, 
and  admired  his  manly  character  and  his  devotion 
to  sport,  both  with  rod  and  gun,  are  starting  a  sub- 
scription list  to  help,  at  any  rate  temporarily,  the 
widow  and  orphans.  Mr.  A.  H.  Tate,  of  Liverpool, 
has  generously  given  £5,  and  I  understand  that  the 
Earl  of  Danbigh  and  Lord  Montagu  have  expressed 
their  willingness  to  contribute.  Help  should  be 
both  liberal  and  prompt. 

As  my  movements  during  the  next  few  weeks  are 
somewhat  uncertain,  I  have  arranged  with  Mr.  A.  S. 
Garland,  of  11,  Brighton-road,  Addlestone,  Surrey, 
to  receive  subscriptions,  and,  with  your  kind  per- 
mission, to  acknowledge  same  in  the  Fishing  Oazette. 

I  thank  you  heartily,  in  anticipation,  for  the  kind 
insertion  of  this  genuine  appeal,  and  remain — Very 
sincerely  yours,        Arthur  C.  Butler,  F.J.I. 

(Founder  and  Vice-President  of  the 
Reading  and  District  Angling 
Preservation  Association). 

[I  sincerely  hope  that  Mr.  Butler's  appeal  may  be 
successful,  and  will  gladly  give  something  to  this 
deserving  case. — Ed. J 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  H.  Harcaurt  Verden  seems  to  be 
unaware  that  I  have  been  a  keen  and,  I  fancy,  a 
successful  "  clear  water  worm  fisher."  No  subject 
have  I  exhausted  more  thoroughly,  in  these  columns, 
so  that  Mr.  Harcourt  Verden  is  mistaken  when  he 
speaks  of  "  the  expressions  of  opinion  contained  in 
Mr.  Tod's  letter  from  a  fly  fisher's  point  of  view," 
and  therefore  his  remark  that  '•  fly  fishing  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question "  is  feeble.  He 
seems  to  champion  ttie  class  of  men  who  cannot 
fish  with  the  fly,  and  who  have  begun  too  late  to 
learn  the.  art.  Such  men,  I  confess,  I  have  mucli 
sympathy  with,  but,  liang  me,  if  I  see  why  even 
they  should  kill  trout  in  season  and  out  of  season 
on  any  good  trout  stream  with  the  worm,  and  the 
worm  alone.  It  is  a  preposterous  assertion.  I  am 
absolutely  sure  that  I  possess  the  conSdence  of  all 
sporting  anglers  when  I  affirm  that  the  worm  should 
not  be  used  in  early  spring  or  late  autumn. 

We  all  know  that  Mr.  Harvie  Brown  is  a  high 
authority  on  matters  connected  with  natural  history, 
but  it  is  equally  certain  that,  aa  a  practical  angler, 
he  has  likewise  a  deserved  reputation.  I  read  Mr. 
Harvie  Brown's  letter,  which  is  of  weight  in  the 
angling  world.  I  likewise  read  that  of  "  Glanrhos," 
and  I  must  add  that  I  see  no  reason  for  altering 
my  own  opinion. 

I  do  not  consider  that  Mr.  Harcourt  Verden's 
second  letter  will  do  mhch  to  alter  Mr,  Harvie 
Brown's  rather  strongly  worded  opinion  of  his 
former  one.  Let  him  now  tackle  Mr.  Harvie  Brown 
and  "  Glanrhos." — Yours  truly,         E.  M.  Tod. 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  the  remarks 
of  your  various  correspondents  on  this  subject. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Harvie  Brown's  letter  I 
should  be  exceedingly  obliged  if  that  gentleman 
would  kindly  inform  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette  when,  where,  and  by  whom  was  it  decided 
that  there  was  only  one  legitimate  upstream  worm 
fishing.  If  this  point  was  satisfactorily  cleared  up, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  further  correspondence  on  the 
subject  would  be  unnecessary. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Harcourt  Verden. 

UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  imison  with  all  that  Mr.  H. 
Harcourt  Verden  sayii,  and  would  ask  you  and  your 


reade-s  whore  tho  angling  skill  comes  in,  using  a 
long  two-handed  pole,  16ft.  or  18ft.  long,  with  a 
short  line,  bobbing  in  "  pots,"  etc.  '!  This  sort  of 
thing  may  suit  Mr.  John  Hotchkis,  and  those  who 
adopt  this  style  on  the  Eden  and  the  Wya  (I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  fishing 
tnem),  but  if  this  is  not  fishing  from,  and  for,  the 
"pot,"  I  should  like  to  know  what  such  slaughter 
of  the  innocents  is,  fifty-one  fish,  101b.,  for  such 
rivers  ?    In  a  small  stream  I  could  understand  it. 

I  maintain  that  there  is  quite  as  much  skill  in 
casting  a  worm  on  a  long  line  properly,  even  more 
than  casting  a  fly,  for  you  cannot  flick  your  fly  off, 
unless  you  are  a  novice.  One  thing  has  to  be  taken 
into  account,  which  Mr.  John  Hotchkis  does  not 
mention — namely,  though  those  who  use  these  long 
rods  may  keep  out  of  sight,  the  flash  from  their 
rods  is  far  more  in  evidence  than  that  of  the  man 
who  uses  a  short  rod  casting  long  distances,  and 
getting  into  holes  and  corners,  between  and  under 
bushes,  where  a  longer  one  would  be  absolutely 
useless.  With  respect  to  "  Glanrhos'  "  remarks, 
every  man  is  at  liberty  to  follow  his  inclination  as 
long  as  he  does  not  infringe  the  regulations  in  force 
upon  the  stream  he  may  be  fishing. 

I  have  fished  since  I  was  six  years  old,  and  am 
now  well  on  to  three  score  and  ten  !  Am  I  and 
others  to  be  bound  by  the  opinions  of  individuals 
who  consider  worm  fishing  unsportsmanlike  '!  I  can 
fish  left  or  right  hand,  wet  or  dry  fly,  as  well  as 
worms — I  follow  that  which  circumstances  at  the 
time  dictate  as  most  suitable. — Yours  truly, 

C.  J.  Brooke. 


CLEAR  WATER  WORM. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  say  something  on  this  topic  ? 
While  I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Tod  that  in  spring 
and  the  month  of  September  a  sportsman  should 
restrict  himself  to  the  fly  in  all  large  waters  and 
streams  of  fair  volume,  I  should  by  no  means  so 
confine  myself  in  small  brooks,  where  from  bush, 
twigs,  etc.,  fly  is  often  barred,  and  the  worm 
practically  the  mainspring  of  successful  angling. 
From  long  experience  I  decidedly  say  that  fly 
fishing  is  a  far  more  easily  asquired  art  than 
scientific  worm  fishing,  which  I  hold  to  be  the 
most  difficult  branch  of  the  craft.  Re  Mr.  Har- 
court Verden's  remarks,  I  think  no  angler  should 
kill  trout  in  February  at  all  as  they  are  not  worth 
basketing ;  also  that  while  many  pot-hunters  can 
worm  fish  in  a  way,  the  word  "  preposterous  "  may 
well  be  applied  to  the  idea  that  a  real  expert  with 
the  clear  water  worm  should  not  have  mastered 
such  a  comparatively  easy  matter  as  wet-fly  fishing. 
I  cannot  understand  why  Mr.  Hotchkis  should 
equire  a  sal  n  )n  rod  for  trout  worming  under 
any  circumstances.  A  moderately  stiff  fly  rod 
of  ll^ft.  should  answer  perfectly.  Nor  is  the 
fisher  confined  to  a  partioula^'ly  short  line  in 
rivers  of  size.  I  am  no  upholder  of  short  rods, 
and,  for  the  reasons  state!  by  Mr.  Hotchkis,  would 
not  undertake  the  smallest  brook  under  lOJft. 
Re  Mr.  Harvie  Brown's  remarks,  I  think  that  fly 
fishing  (excepting  May  Fly)  tends  to  decline  after 
mid-May,  especially  if  that  month  be  dry,  and  I 
never  knew  it  to  revive  in  August,  notably  the 
worst  month  in  the  calendar  for  every  mode  of 
stream  fario  fishing.  Nor  can  I  agree  that  the 
"true  sportsman"  is  bound  to  limit  himself  to  the 
artificiai  fly  at  any  time  in  summer.  Then,  chacun 
d  son  goilt.  Dapping  is  a  most  exciting  sport.  Fly 
fishing,  however,  revives  in  September.  Re  "  Glan- 
rhos' "  remarks,  I  know  places  where  the  Devon 
and  prawn  so  far  exceed  the  salmon  fly  that,  con- 
sidering the  expense  of  the  amusement,  to  tie  a  man 
down  to  fly  alone  would  be  unfair  as  meaning 
positive  lo«  of  sport,  nor  should  I  term  the  use  of 
these  lures  in  such  case  as  pot-hunting.  Though 
an  ardent  fly  fisher,  I  think  there  is  a  sort  of 
sentimentalism  or  aesthetic  fanaticism  re  fly  which 
may  be  carried  to  extremes,  but  it  is  unquestionably 
the  most  sporting  mode  of  trout  fishing  in  spring 
and  September.  I  have  dealt  exhaustively  with 
the  clear  water  worm  and  other  ways  of  brook 
fishing  in  a  series  of  articles  published  in  the 
Bazaar  (Mr.  Upcott  Gill),  which  commenced  on 
April  29  last. — Yours  truly.        Black  Hackle. 


A  QUESTION  FOR  SIR  HERBERT 
MAXWELL. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  is^ue  of  July  29  you  quote 
a  letter  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  re  the  deterioration 
of  trouting  in  Loch  Leven.  Sir  Herbert  has  found 
the  cause — it  is  due  to  excessive  spinning.  He  argues 
that  the  constant  sight  of  baits  "  dragged  through 
the  water "  has  the  effect  of  making  the  trout 
frightened  and  irritably — in  short,  of  sending  theia 
into  sulks.  May  I  put  one  question  to  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  and  any  others  who  are  "  down  "  on  min- 
nowing  ?  Which  is  most  likely  to  frighten  a  trout — 
a  two-legged  monster  in  waders,  displacing  the 
bottom,  scattering  the  fish,  and  creating  a  swirl 
and  a  shadow,  or  a  neatly-spun  minnow  so  cleverly 
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disguised  and  so  effectively  handled  that  the  trout 
actually  mistakes  it  for  the  real  thing  and  goes  jor  it  ? 
Having  considered  this  question,  a  second  naturally 
arises  out  of  it.  Which  is  the  most  real  and  life- 
like, and  therefore  least  irritating,  to  the  trout — 
namely,  twenty  fly  casters  wading  down  stream,  or 
twenty  anglers  on  the  bank  going  up  stream  and 
oEisting  a  minnow  in  every  likely  pool  ? — Yours 
truly,  Ebnest  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 


"  GISHURSTINfK  "  HAS  NO  INJURIOUS 
EFFECT  ON  DRESSED  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  further  reference  to  your  favour  of 
July  7,  we  have  pleasure  in  again  writing  to  say 
that  we  have  made  experiments  with  the  fishing 
line  forwarded  by  you,  and  we  are  now  enclosing 
portions  of  it  in  order  to  show  that  "  Gishurstine  " 
has  no  injurious  effect  on  fishing  lines.  1.  Line 
dressed  with  "  Gishurstine"  in  usual  way.  2.  Line 
immersed  in  "  Gishuretine  "  for  fourteen  days.  3. 
Line  as  received  from  you.  From  the  composition 
of  "  Gishurstine  "  this  result  is  only  what  we  would 
have  expected.  We  are  prepared  to  guarantee  that 
"Gishurstine"  is  free  from  acids,  which  might  eat 
into  the  linseed  oil  dressing.  We  are  making  further 
experiments  with  the  dressed  lines,  and  hope  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  writing  you  further  on  the 
subject. — Yours  truly, 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Company. 

Belmont  Works, 

Battersea,  July  27. 

[I  asked  the  company  if  they  would  kindly 
experiment  with  some  of  Mr.  Coggeshall's  beautiful 
line  dressed  specially  with  linseed  oil,  and  the 
samples  returned  show  that  it  does  not  soften  the 
dressing  or  injure  it  in  any  way,  and  I  hope  Mr.  C. 
will  remove  his  embargo  on  "  Gishurstine,"  which 
1  find  is  also  a  first-rate  lubricant  for  cogwheels  and 
bearings  of  reels. — Ed.] 

"GISHURSTINE"  AND  EARL'S  COURT 
TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  kindly  let  me  know, 
through  the  Fishing  Oazette,  where  I  could  obtain 
"Gishurstine"  retail,  which  you  have  frequently 
recommended  for  dressing  lines?  Also,  whether 
there  is  likely  to  be  a  casting  competition  at  Earl's 
Court  or  elsewhere  this  year,  or  has  it  fallen 
through  ?  I  have  seen  nothing  about  it  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  some  time  past.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  F.  Smith. 

["  Gishurstine  "  can  be  got  from  Price's  Patent 
Candle  Company,  Battersea,  London,  and  most  oil 
merchants.  There  will  be  no  casting  tournament 
at  the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition  this  year. — Ed.] 


PLASTER  CASTS  OF  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — Two  or  three  years  ago  I  sent  you 
an  account  of  my  method  of  laying  fish  in  eof' 
plaster,  thereby  obtaining  a  moulJ  from  which  a 
cast  could  be  made.  Since  then  you  published  the 
account  of  a  demonstration  given  before  the  Pisca- 
torial Society,  that  was  an  immense  improvement 
in  every  way.  Briefly  this  method  consisted  in 
supporting  all  outstanding  fins  with  moist  clay,  and 
making  the  mould  of  two  layers  of  plaster,  the 
inner  of  which  was  tinted  with  yellow  ochre  for  the 
purpose  of  warning  the  worker  when  chipping  off 
the  mould.  I  made  the  cast  of  a  grayling  tfiis  way, 
but  great  care  was  needed  when  separating  mould 
and  cast,  and  I  should  think  that  anyone  who  was 
not  an  adept  in  plaster  work  would  find  it  rather 
difficult.  I  think  my  present  method  is  very  much 
easier.  It  consists  of  laying  the  fish  on  a  smooth 
surface  and  supporting  the  fins  which  project 
beyond  the  body  with  small  pieces  of  modelling 
clay.  This  is  a  magnificent  tip,  and  I  am  much 
indebted  to  the  inventor  thereof.  I  next  melt 
some  paraffin  wax  in  a  jeMn  pot  placed  in  boiling 
water,  and  when  ready  pour  the  molten  wax  over 
the  fish,  making  an  extra  thick  layer  around  the 
fins.  Wax  alone  would  be  too  fragile,  so  I  reinforce 
it  with  some  plaster  mixed  rather  thin.  When  this 
has  set  I  remove  the  fish  from  the  mould.  I  next 
mix  some  "  Superflne"  plaster  of  the  consistency  of 
gruel,  and  pour  it  into  the  mould  and  allow  it  to 
set.  When  this  has  happened  I  place  mould  and 
cast  in  boiling  water,  naturally  the  wax  melts,  and 
you  can  lift  out  the  cast,  which  is  thus  obtained 
with  very  little  trouble.  It  should  not  be  forgotten 
by  anglers  in  out-of-the-way  places  that  candles  are 
made  of  paraffin  wax,  and  that  any  common  plaster 
of  Paris  will  do  for  reinforcing  the  mould,  which 
can  be  kept  until  an  opportunity  comes  of  running 
the  cast  with  "  Superfine  "  plaster. 

The  great  points  in  plaster  work  are:  (1)  Add 
plaster  to  water,  not  vice  versd.  (2)  Mix  thinly, 
about  the  thickness  of  gruel.  (3)  Shake  the  mould 
constantly  when  running  the  cast,  or  else  air 
bubbles  will  form. 


I  enclose  the  cast  of  a  dace  which  has  been  in 
formalin.  I  purposely  have  not  "  touched "  the 
cast  in  any  way,  even  the  air  bubble  in  the  plaque 
is  not  filled  in,  and  there  is  some  paper  sticking  on 
it.  It  is  just  as  it  came  from  the  boiling  water. — 
Yours  truly.  Double  T.  _ 

[The  little  fish  sent  is  very  successful. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  ROWSLEY, 
DERBYSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — "  M.  F.  S."  will  find  fairly  good  trout 
fishing  at  Rowsley,  and  by  staying  at  the  Peacock 
Hotel  there,  may  obtain  permission  to  fish  by  ticket 
at  28.  6d.  per  day. — Yours  truly,     J.  Henstol  k. 

Matlock  Bath. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  ROWSLEY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "M.  F.  S.'s"  letter  in 
your  is^ue  of  July  22,  asking  for  information  on 
above,  I  write  to  say  I  spent  rny  holiday  trout  fish- 
ing on  the  Derwent  last  year  (August),  and  I  stayed 
with  my  wife  and  little  boy  at  Baslow  Grand  Hotel, 
or  Hydro  as  it  used  to  be,  and  was  very  comfortable. 
The  river  is  very  pretty,  and  some  good  fish  are  to 
be  had.  One  wants  waist  waders  as  the  river  is 
treacherous,  many  deep  pools.  Fishing  tickets,  Ss. 
per  day,  can  be  had  at  only  a  few  places,  of  which 
Baslow  Hydro,  which  i^  four  and  a  half  miles  from 
Bakewell,  is  one,  also  Rowsley  and  Bakewell.  The 
standard  for  keeping  is  7in.,  I  think. — Yours  truly, 

J.  WlTHAM  WiGNALL. 


MULLET  FISHING  AT  MARGATE. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Monday  evening,  July  31,  Mr. 
Daunou  and  two  friends,  in  a  boat  under  Margate 
Jetty  Extension,  caught  sixteen  good  mullet,  Mr. 
Daunou  landing  ton  to  his  own  rod.  Paste  was  the 
bait  used. — Yours  truly,  J.  Knott. 

7,  Broad -street,  Margate. 


FISHING  AT  THE  SCILLY  ISLANDS. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  cjrrespondent 
"  Lex,"  the  fishing  at  Scilly  is  very  good  in 
September.  I  should  advise  him  to  write  to  Mr. 
Mumford,  at  Holgats's  Hotel.  Fishermen  count  the 
fish  by  hundredweights.  There  ate  good  fishermen 
to  be  had,  amongst  them,  Eustace  Thomas,  Tom 
Williams,  and  James  Jenkins.  Pollack  is  the 
principal  fish,  although  there  is  plenty  of  bottom 
fish  if  preferred.  The  Challenger  bait  is  the  best, 
although  the  india-rubber  sand-eel  is  very  good  this 
year.  A  well-known  doctor  who  goes  t->  Scilly  every 
year  is  now  having  excellent  sport,  and  is  reporting 
huge  catches  for  himself  and  wife.  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  give  any  other  information  if  desired. — Yours 
truly,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 


THE  CABRACH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  received 
definite  information  that  the  fishings  at  the  Cabrach 
are  really  to  be  shut  up  this  time  from  August  1. 
I  write  this  hurriedly  lest  any  of  your  readers 
might  think  of  going  there. — Yours  truly, 

Medicus. 


LOUGH  CORRIB  BIG  TROUT. 

Dear  Seb, — You  recently  reported  the  take  by 
troll  by  Mr.  Maclagan  of  a  trout  of  11  Jib.  last  April. 
When,  the  other  day,  with  that  gentleman  on 
Corrib,  he  informed  me  that  on  his  boatman  pro- 
ceeding to  gaff  the  fish  the  gaff-socket  gave  way, 
leaving  the  fish  swimming  around  firmly  transfixed 
with  the  gafi  and  still  attached  to  the  reel  line, 
which,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  seems  a  curious 
and  unusual  incident.  Ultimately  the  boatman 
landed  the  played-out  fish  by  scooping  it  into  the 
boat  with  the  rather  small  net,  unattached  to  the 
socketlesB  staff. — Youra  truly,         T.  P.  Tomes. 

TO  STAIN  GUT. 

Dear  Sib, — All  astringents  (tea,  coffee,  etc.) 
more  or  less  deteriorate  gut.  With  messy  inks  I  am 
not  concerned.  The  decoration  of  headgear  with 
gut-casts,  etc.,  involving  exposure  to  sunshine,  also, 
more  or  less,  deteriorates  gut  and  fades  the  artificial 
fly  colours.  Excellent  green  tinted  and  brown  bog- 
water  tinted  casts  can  be  purchased  ready-made. 
My  own  practice  of  many  past  years  has  been,  and 
is,  to  dull  new  gut-glitter  by  drawing  the  gut  firmly 
and  tightly  (not  to  "  scrub  ")  through  the  folds  of  a 
newly-plucked,  wet  and  juicy  cabbage  leaf. — Yours 
truly,  T.  P.  Tomes 

FISHING  IN  THE  BELGIAN  ARDENNES. 

Deab  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  whether  there  is  any  trout  fishing  in 
the  Ourthe  river  in  the  Belgian  Ardennes,  and  if 
so  what  fiies,  if  any,  are  good  to  use  during  the 
month  of  September  7— Yours  truly,  Hisby. 


THE  LAW  AS  TO  ANGLING  FOR  SALMON 
AND  SEA-TROUT  IN  THE  SEA. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  the  law  aa  to  catching 
salmon  or  sea-trout  in  the  open  sea  on  the  rod  ? 
I  was  out  fishing  for  lythe  and  saithe  ofi  the  North 
of  Scotland  lately  and  caught  a  grilse  and  several 
sea-trout,  but  was  told  this  was  illegal.  In  the 
Fishing  Oazette  of  July  29,  page  89,  I  see  a  report 
of  catches  of  sea-trout  in  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan, 
so  I  presume  it  is  quite  legal. — Yours  truly. 

Folkestone.  Geo.  H.  Bruce,  i 

[Sorry  I  am  not  up  in  the  laws  of  Scotland  as' 
regards  this  matter,  but  it  is  not  safe  to  assume 
that  salmon  and  sea-trout  can  be  caught  anywhere 
in  salt  water,  even  in  what  appears  to  be  the  open 
sea.  It  is  always  advisable  to  ascertain  locally 
what  are  the  local  preserves. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ETHICS. 

Dioar  Sir, — May  I  express  to  you 'my  approval 
of  Mr.  H.  Harcourt  Verden's  letter  in  the  issue  of  ' 
July  29.  It  should  provide  food  for  reflection  for 
some  of  your  correspondents,  who  show  far  too 
much  of  the  "  dog  in  the  manger  "  soirit  for  true 
sportsmen. — Yours  truly,  A.  C.  Fricker. 


FISHING  AT  MILFORD  HAVEN, 

Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
John  T.  Harris,  he  will  find  the  neighbourhood  of 
Milford  and  Pembroke  Dock  very  good  for  almost 
any  kind  of  fishing.  Whiffing  for  pollack  can  be 
carried  out  with  success  by  using  the  india-rubber 
sand  eel  (double  curved),  and  also  the  Challenger 
bait;  and  bass  can  be  taken  by  either  whiffing  or 
by  casting  with  a  rod,  as  in  salmon  fishing,  using 
either  the  plano-convex  minnow  or  phantom,  the 
silver  whitebait  is  also  a  good  bait  for  casting. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  give  any  other  information  as  to 
best  kind  of  rods  and  tackle  to  take. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  '  William  Hearder. 


FISHING  AT  EXMOUTH, 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  constant  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette,  will  you  kindly  insert  the  following  ?  I 
am  about  to  visit  Exmouth  through  September, 
and  should  be  very  grateful  if  "Red  Palmer" 
would  give  me  a  little  useful  information  as  to 
bait,  best  kind  of  tackle,  etc.  If  he  would  care  to 
write  me  to  my  private  address  as  below  I  should 
be  ever  grateful. — Yours  truly,  C.  Lane. 

72,  Palace  Gates-road,  Wood  Green. 


DETERIORATION  OF  FLY  FISHING  FOR 
SALMON  AND  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  [with  interest  your  notes  on 
the  "  Deterioration  of  Fly  Fishing  for  Salmon  and 
Trout."  To  my  mind  the  principal  drawback  to.  the 
northern  rivers  is  their  rapidity  and  the  scarcity  of 
natural  food,  the  stock  of  which  is  being  constantly 
washed  away  by  the  heavy  floods.  The  rivers  in 
the  south  being  mostly  sluggish,  running  through 
flat  land,  are  simply  teeming  with  natural  food. 
The  only  chance  a  trout  in  the  north  has  of  becom- 
ing a  decent  size  is  by  turning  cannibal,  and  were 
spinning  to  be  discontinued  these  trout  would  stand 
a  good  chance  of  dying  of  old  age  as  they  seldom 
take  a  fly.  Were  the  minnow  fisher  and  the  dry-fly 
fisher  matched  on  one  of  the  southern  chalk  streams 
I  think  it  would  be  an  easy  win  for  the  latter. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  B.  Grierson. 

Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham,  Kent. 


BASS  FISHING  AT  SEATON. 

Dear  Sib, — Being  an  intending  visitor  to  Seaton 
in  the  latter  part  of  August,  I  should  be  much 
obliged  if  Mr.  Francis  Hjwse  or  other  correspondent 
who  knows  the  locality  would  inform  me  through 
your  columns  the  best  times,  baits,  and  methods 
of  angling  from  the  beach  at  the  mouth  of  the  Axe 
for  bass,  also  if  there  is  any  coarse  fresh-water 
fishing  to  be  obtained  within  a  moderate  distance 
of  the  place,  and,  if  so,  where  ? — Yours  truly, 

W.  McPhebson. 


FISHING  IN  FRANCE. 

Dear  Sm, — I  am  going  to  stay  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Maison  Monsieur  in  La  Chaux-de-Fonds 
(River  Doubs).  Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
please  inform  me  of  the  nature  of  the  fishing, 
especially  fly  fishing,  whether  permission  is  neces- 
sary, the  best  flies  to  use,  say,  during  the  last 
weeks  of  August  and  first  week  of  September,  and 
whether  it  is  better  to  get  them  here  or  locally  in 
Switzerland  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  truly,  Ebnest  S.  Whittinoton. 

I     {Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  Season  in  Norway. 

Writing  on  board  the  R.M.S.  Eldora/lo  on 
Aug.  7,  Mr.  Edward  Sturdy  says : — 

"  Dear  Me.  Maeston, — The  salmon  fishermen 
returning  by  this  boat  seem  all  from  the  south- 
western rivers  of  Norway,  in  which  sport  appears 
to  have  been  generally  good,  rather  above  an 
average.  Of  the  northern  rivers  I  am  singularly 
destitute  of  news,  having  learned  literally  nothing 
of  them  since  my  last. 

"The  run  of  fish  to  the  water  I  was  fishing 
ceased  almost  entirely  about  a  week  ago,  and  sport 
became  very  poor.  On  my  Evanger  section,  higher 
up  the  river,  it  continued  good,  though  probably 
the  catch  was  chiefly  of  old  stagers. 

"To  me  this  has  been  the  pleasantest  of  reasons ; 
favourable  fishing  weather,  good  sport  from  the 
first  day,  and  giving  I  fancy  more  big  fish  than  I 
had  previously  caught  in  one  season.  Even  the 
falling  off  at  the  end  I  find  pleasant,  as  it  makes 
one  quite  contented  to  put  by  his  rod  for  the  year." 

The  Right  to  Fish  for  Salmon  in  the 
Scottish  Seas. 
A  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gaxette  asked 
recently  if  it  was  legal  to  take  salmon  and  sea- trout 
in  salt  water  in  Scotland.  I  said  I  did  not  know 
just  what  the  Scottish  law  was,  but  that  I  believed 
it  would  be  wise  to  ascertain  locally  what  the  fishing 
rights  were  before  taking  salmon  in  any  part  of  thesea 
round  Scotland.  I  have  since  referred  to  Paterson's 
"  Fishery  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  I  find 
that  he  says:  '-The  right  of  the  public  to  fish  in  the 
territorial  seas  and  navigable  rivers  is  not  in 
Scotland  embarrassed  by  the  statute  of  Magna 
Charta,  which  has  no  application  there.  The 
leading  distinction  is  between  salmon  (which 
includes  the  migratory  Kfilmouidc — II.  B.  M.)  and 
all  other  finh ;  and  the  leading  principle  is,  that  the 
salmon  fishing  hy  md  in  all  the  seas  and  rivers  of 
Scotland  belongs  to  the  Crown  until  a  grant  can  be 
shown  to  some  individual."-  ;  .  "The  law, 
therefore,  may  now  be  taken  to  be  settled,  that 


the  only  lawful  ways  of  fishing  are  by  the  rod  from 
shore  or  a  boat,  or  by  net  and  coble,  the  essential 
feature  of  which  last  kind  of  fishing  is  that  the  net 
be  not  fixed,  but  held  in  the  hand  during  the 
operation  of  fishing."  Paterson  still  leaves  me  in 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  Crown  right  referred  to 
does  not  include  rod  fishing ;  for  instance,  where 
the  Crown  has  made  a  grant  of  salmon  fishing  in 
the  sea,  cannot  the  owner  of  the  right  prevent  rod 
fishing  ?  Will  some  Scottish  angler  up  in  the  law 
kindly  tell  us  what  it  is  as  regards  rod  fishing  for 
salmon  and  sea-trout  in  salt  water.  The  matter 
has  been  referred  to  before  in  the  FisJiing  Gazette, 
but  not  settled,  I  think. 

Death  of  General  Dashwood. 

Mr.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  who  contributes  so  many 
interesting  not^s  to  Forest  and  St i  ea»>,sa,ya  in  that 
paper  for  July  29 :  — 

"A  friend  sends  me  a  marked  copy  of  a  paper 
containing  a  notice  of  the  recent  death,  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  of  General  Dashwood,  a  well-known 
English  angler,  who  has  fished  in  both  Canada  and 
Newfoundland  for  many  consecutive  years,  since 
his  first  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  as  a  young 
officer  in  the  British  army,  in  1862.  A  book, 
descriptive  of  his  sport,  was  published  by  him  in 
I87I,  under  the  peculiar  title  ' Chiploquorgan,' 
which  is  the  Indian  name,  in  the  Milicite  dialect, 
for. the  crooked  stick  on  which  the  kettle  is  suspended 
over  the  camp  fire,  and  which  i^  held  by  the  red 
men  in  superstitious  regard.  He  was,  from  all 
accounts,  a  most  successful  sportsman,  though  he 
boasted  but  little  of  his  luck,  and  was  rather  given, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  minimise  the  opportunities 
for  sport  in  the  lands  visited  by  him,  thus  drawing 
down  upon  himself  the  intense  hatred  of  the  New- 
foundlanders, many  of  whom  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  he  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to  keep  rival 
sportsmen  out  of  the  country.  Be  this  as  it  may. 
however,  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  he  did  a  real 
service  to  that  country  in  pointing  out  the  necessity 
of  a  proper  system  of  fish  and  game  protection." 

I  think  that  if  General  Dashwood  was  really 
looked  upon  with  "  intense  hatred  "  in  Newfound- 
land, it  was  because  he  very  fearlessly  criticised 
what  he  said  were,  and  in  more  than  one  instance 
proved  to  be,  faked  up  reports  of  sport,  and  because 
of  his  outspoken  criticism  of  what  he  held  to  be 
ruinous  methods  of  the  commercial  fishermen  on 
the  coast  and  in  the  rivers.  These  things  he  referred 
to  in  communications  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  and 
when  he  called  on  me.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  he 
told  me  that  those  who  were  satisfied  with  small 
salmon,  5lb.  to  8lb.,  would  not  be  disappointed  with 
Newfoundland,  but  those  who  wanted  15-pounders 
to  30-pounders  would  find  them  few  and  far  between ; 
he  also  said  that  the  sea-trout  were  not  by  a  long 
way  such  lively,  plucky  fighters  as  our  sea-trout. 

Wandering  of  Marked  Lobsters. 

From  a  report  in  the  Bangor  News  (U.S.)  it 
appears  that  400  lobsters  were  marked  with  copper 
tags  and  liberated  near  the  spot  where  they  were 
captured  in  Vineyard  Sound  by  the  U.S.  fisheries' 
officers — the  object  being  to  see  how  often  lobsters 
change  their  shells.  Within  a  year  after  the  tag 
bearers  were  liberated  more  than  seventy-five  per 
cent,  of  them  were  reported  as  having  been  captured 
by  fishermen  all  to  the  south  of  the  place  where 
they  were  put  in — some  were  five  miles  to  the 
south  and  some  two  hundred  miles.  Fifteen  days 
after  he  was  put  in  one  lobster  was  found  fifteen 
miles  away.  The  fact  that  none  of  the  lobsters 
were  found  north  of  Cape  Cod  puzzles  the  commis- 
sioners— it  looks  as  if  ocean  currents  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  this  southern  migration. 

Mortality  among  Fry  in  the  Windermere 
Hatchery, 

In  consequence  of  the  great  heat  for  some  days 
before  July  20,  in  the  Windermere  Hatchery  the  fry 
were  all,  or  nearly  all,  killed — for  twenty-four  hours 
the  water  temperature  was  74  degrees.  Mr.  Clement 
Cookson,  of  the  Norton  Fishery,  Baldock,  who  was 
in  Cumberland  soon  after  the  catastrophe,  was 
able  to  ascertain  that  the  mortality  was  due  entirely 


How  TO  Tib  Troct  and  Graylino  Flies.— Now  Keady,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  Tlie 
FUfiing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
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written  on  th«  tnbieot."— Fishing  Oazettf, 


to  the  heat,  and  to  point  out  how  it  could  be  avoided 
in  future.  1  understand  that  Messrs.  Cookson  are 
putting  up  an  enormous  fish  hatchery  in  France. 

Mr.  Wadham's  "  Skippers  "  and  his  A  1  Weed 
Cutter. 

Mr.  Percy  Wadhara  send.s  me  some  extraordinary 
little  "  flees"  with  this  letter:  — 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  am  enclosing  herewith 
a  few  artificial  flies  to  add  to  your  wonderful  un- 
tidy fly  book  we  hear  about  occasionally. 

"  I  am  not  a  fly  dresser,  as  you  may  observe  by 
the  amphibious  animals  sent,  but  nearlyall  through 
the  season,  from  April  to  the  end  of  September,  we 
get  thousands  of  these  tiny  flies  on  the  waters 
here,  and  when  the  trout  have  their  eyes  'glued' 
to  these  you  might  just  as  well  offer  them  a  railway 
station  sandwich  as  any  ordinary  artificial  fly,  so  I 
had  a  go  to  imitate  the  natural  ;  and  I  must  say 
it  is  the  proper  medicine  here,  and  the  first  time  f 
got  Mr.  Waterworth  to  try  my  artificials,  he  landed 
five  brace  of  trout  in  less  than  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  and  missed  more  than  as  many  again,  as  I 
found  my  first  attempts  were  not  much  of  a  bull- 
dog —  the  hook  was  not  suitable  for  a  hard- 
bodied  fly,  and  so  did  not  hold  well.  Mr.  Water- 
worth  said  '  it  was  not  fishing,  it  was  too  much  like 
going  out  with  a  net.'  The  natural  flies  are  flat- 
winged  insects,  and  all  day  long  spend  their  time 
skipping  about  on  top  of  the  water,  as  they  do  not 
seem  to  have  power  to  use  their  wings,  and  so  look 
like  numbers  of  small  sun  beetles  ;  but  in  the 
evening  they  all  take  wing,  and  so  the  fish  do  not 
feed  on  the  naturals  after  the  sun  is  off  the  water. 
One  thing  struck  me  as  very  wonderful,  and  that  is 
they  have  no  trouble  to  head  against  a  gale  of 
wind,  which  looks  so  strange  seeing  all  these 
'  Skippers,'  by  the  use  of  their  legs  only,  running 
on  top  of  the  water  against  the  wind,  while  all  the 
other  flies  are  being  blown  in  the  opposite  direction. 
Therefore,  the  artificial  Skipper  should  make  an 
ideal  wet-fly,  as  most  wet-fly  fishermen  fish  with 
the  wind  and  pull  their  flies  against  it,  which  has 
always  made  me  imagine  that  the  fish  must  think 
in  what  an  unnatural  direction  the  artificial  flies 
are  travelling.  Probably  when  the  Skipper  is  being 
used  wet  the  fish  take  it  for  a  shrimp  or  some 
larvas  or  other,  as  it  kills  well  used  as  a  wet-fly, 
although  personally  I  get  more  fun  using  it  dry. 

"  Y^ou  will  observe  by  the  artificial  insects  sent 
that  there  are  two  different  colours :  the  ones  with 
the  round  black  markings  on  the  wings  I  take  for 
the  males,  and  the  silver  ones  the  females ;  I  do 
best  with  the  males,  as  I  expect  the  fish  can  '  spot ' 
them  better. 

"These  Skippers  may  be  quite  local,  but  still 
they  might  kill  well  on  other  waters  for  all  that,  as 
one  often  does  well  with  a  host  of  flies  that  are 
quite  foreign  to  the  waters.  Why,  we  do  well  with 
Wickhams  here,  and  yet  I  have  never  seen  (Uke 
anyone  else)  any  on  the  water,  except  when  about 
a  dozen  blew  out  of  an  angler's  eyed  fly  box,  then 
the  air  was  '  blue '  with  them,  or  I  should  say  pink, 
as  they  were  the  pink  ones.  I  believe  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros,  intend  putting  the  Skippers  on  the 
market. 

"  My  '  Simplex  Aquatic  Weed  Cutter  '  still  seems 
to  give  satisfaction  to  my  numerous  customers. 
Here  is  an  unsolicited  testimonial  kindly  sent  me 
by  a  gentleman  yesterday: — 

"  '  Hutton  Park,  Brentwood,  Essex, 
"•July  31. 

"  *  Dear  Sir,  —  I  am  very  pleased  with  the 
"Simplex  Aquatic  Weed  Cutter."  It  does  its  work 
well,  and  cuts  the  thickest  rushes  and  densest 
weeds.  My  lake  was  smothered  with  weeds,  but 
the  "Simplex"  soon  put  matters  right. — Faithfully 
yours,  '  Edgar  Baxter.' 

"  Waltondale,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight, 
"  Aug.  3." 


The  Big  Grayling  at  the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Bryant,  who  has  taken  over  the  Itchen 
River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment  at  Chilland, 
some  years  ago  caught,  with  fly,  in  the  Itchen  a 
grayling  which  weighed  4|lb  when  weighed  by  his 
keeper  in  Mr.  Bryant's  presence.  Mr.  Bryant  was 
not  aware  of  the  fish  being  a  very  exceptional  size, 
and  it  was  not  sent  for  pieservation  immediately — 
not,  indeed,  I  think,  until  Mr.  Orchardson  had  urged 
that  it  should  be  sent.  As  far  as  I  can  remember, 
although  there  are  one  or  two  records  of  supposed 
5lb.  grayling,  I  think  this  is  the  largest  taken  within 
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the  last  half  century.  A  3|lb.  fish  is  the  largest  I 
ever  killed.  Grayling  anglers  will,  I  am  sure,  be 
much  interested  in  seeing  Air.  Bryant's  big  fish. 

A  Fish  Breeder's  Fish  Puzzle. 
Mr.  Grey,  of  the  Hyde  End  Fishery,  Brimpton, 
near  Reading,  has  invented  an  amusing  little  fish 
puzzle,  -which  he  gives  away  as  an  advertisement 
of  his  fishery.  It  is  a  little  glazed  circular  box 
with  a  trout  and  some  salmon  eggs  ;  the  puzzle  is 
to  get  all  the  eggs  into  position  just  over  the  fish's 
mouth,  and  this  affords  the  youngsters  much 
amusement. 


Grayling  Fishing. 

Grayling  anglers  will  be  on  the  move  soon,  and 
those  who  have  prospects  of  fishing  on  well-stocked 
grayling  waters  will  be  looking  forward  with  great 
interest  to  the  sport.  There  is  no  doubt  the  gray- 
ling varies  very  much  as  a  sporting  fish,  being  much 
better  in  some  rivers  than  in  otheis.  and  I  presume 
this  accounts  for  the  fact  that  grayling  are  thought 
very  little  of  by  some  anglers.  I  notice  that  an 
authorised  translation  of  the  chapter  on  grayling 
fishing  in  Messrs.  Hardy's  latest  catalogue  is  appear- 
ing in  the  Dcnfsclie  Angler  Zcilimg. 

Coloured  Representations  of  Salmon  and  Trout 
Flies. 

Messrs.  Henry  Milward  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  whole- 
sale fishing  tackle  manufacturers,  Redditch.  send 
me  five  quarto  sheets  of  coloured  illustrations  of 
salmon  and  trout  flies,  which  include  some  of  the 
best  representations  I  have  ever  seen— especially 
in  the  larger  sizes.  Of  course,  some  are  more 
successful  than  others.  I  believe  that  Messrs. 
Milward  will  forward  gratis  a  set  of  these  plates 
to  any  bond  fide  dealer  in  fishing  tackle  who  may 
apply  to  them,  and  I  think  retailers  would  find 
them  very  useful  to  place  before  their  customers. 

Trout  in  India. 

"Sadah"  sends  me  an  extract  from  a  letter 
dated  Abottabad,  June  26  last,  stating  that : — 

"  Some  six  years  ago,  a  fishing  club  of  the  5th 
Gurkha  Rifles  imported  trout  ova,  and  the  fish, 
after  many  ups  and  downs,  were  finally  left  to  look 
after  themselves  in  a  stream  twelve  miles  from 
here.  The  experiment  was  not  very  successful,  as 
heavy  rains  scour  the  stream  and  the  local  people 
poach,  but  in  spite  of  all  the  fish  breed,  and  it  is 
believed  that  it  is  the  first  time  in  India  that 
trout  have  done  so.  This  spring  there  were  a  lot 
of  tiny  fry,  although  three  weeks  ago  a  party 
failed  to  find  any.  Thirteen  trout  were  taken  out 
averaging  ^Ib.,  and  put  back.  Perhaps  these 
monsters  had  eaten  their  smaller  relations,  for  they 
were  clean  and  plump  fish." 

It  is  very  interesting  to  hear  of  these  imported 
trout  breeding  in  a  wild  state  in  India.  Some 
people  have  an  idea  that  artificially  bred  trout  do 
not  breed  naturally. 


Unfair  Fishing  Tackle. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Henshall,  the  well-known  American 
angUr  and  pisciculturist,  author  of  "The  Book  of 
the  Black  Bass,"  writes  to  me  from  Bozeman, 
Montana,  U.S.A.,  on  July  24:  — 

"Dear  Me.  Marston, — I  was  pleased  to  note  in 
the  Fishing  Gaxette  of  July  8,  in  an  introduction 
to  an  article  on  unfair  fishing  tackle  from  the 
American  Field,  that  you  were  in  favour  of  rele- 
gating the  multi-hook  devices  for  a  single  hook  in 
the  following  words:  'I  have  often  determined 
that  I  would  do  away  with  all  but  one  hook  on  my 
spinning  flights  and  other  tackles  with  the  excep- 
tion of  live  bait  tackles,, which  must  have  a  lip  hook.' 

"I  have  persistently  advocated  the  use  of  a 
single  hook  in  lieu  of  the  triangles  attached  to 
trolling  spoons,  minnow  gangs,  and  spinning 
flights  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  not  only  on  the 
score  of  true  sportsmanship  and  that  spirit  of  fair 
play  that  should  actuate  every  disciple  of  the 
gentle  art,  but  for  the  very  good  reason  that  a 
single  hook  is  really  more  efl'ectual  in  hooking, 
playing,  and  landing  a  fish  than  three  or  more 
hooka.  This  is  a  statement  that  any  angler  may 
prove  for  himself  by  the  use  of  a  single  hook 
passed  through  both  lips  of  a  minnow,  alive  or 
dead.  The  hook  should  bo  larger  than  those 
affixed  to  spinning  devices,  say  for  pike,  Nos.  2-0 
or  3  0,  Redditch  scale. 

"As  a  pike  or  other  piscivorous  fish  always 
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swallows  its  prey  head  first,  it  is  thus  pretty  sure 
of  being  hooked.  After  casting  the  minnow  to  the 
desired  distance  it  should  be  reeled  in  slowly, 
whereby  a  more  lifelike  motion  is  imparted  to  it 
than  is  possible  with  the  most  approved  spinning 
flight. 

"Spinning  the  minnow  is  not  much  practised  in 
the  United  States,  though  deep  trolling  with  a 
minnow  affixed  to  a  gang  of  three  or  four  triangles 
is  followed  to  a  limited  extent  for  the  lake,  or 
Mackinaw,  trout  on  lakes.  Trolling  with  a  minnow 
impaled  on  a  gang  of  hooks  is  also  sometimes 
resorted  to  by  those  who  know  no  better ;  but 
there  is  a  growing  sentiment,  even  among  those  of 
this  class,  to  discard  the  triangles  on  spinning 
tackle  for  a  single  hook,  and  the  manufacturers  of 
fishing  tackle  are  catering  to  this  idea  by  making 
casting  and  trolling  spoons  with  but  one  hook. 

"  I  have  been  surprised  as  well  as  amused  to  see 
in  former  issues  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the 
apparent  interest  taken  in  spinning  flights  with 
from  nine  to  fifteen  hooks  attached,  and  the 
persistenc3  with  which  some  of  your  correspondents 
claimed  to  be  the  originators.  But  *  all  coons  look 
alike  to  me,'  and  I  imagine  that  there  is  little  to 
choose  among  them  on  the  score  of  cruelty  and 
barbarity." 

The  single  hook  takes"'farl  more  fish  than  all 
other  combinations  of  hooks  put  together — except 
possibly  for  pike — and  even  for  pike  Mr.  Jardine 
much  prefers  a  single  hook  for  live  baiting  with 
paternoster  tackle.  Will  not  some  of  our  friends 
who  use  spinning  baits  experiment  with  the  single 
hook  ?  I  am  i-ure  they  will  have  more  runs,  as 
there  will  be  only  one  hook  to  free  from  weeds.  I 
believe  they  will  hook  and  land  as  many  fish,  and 
the  fish  will  not  be  injured  as  so  many  are  when 
triangles  are  used,  and  when  put  back  they  soon  die. 


The  Spawning  Time  of  the  Rainbow  Trout. 

Herr  C.  Arens,  one  of  the  leading  German  fish 
breeders,  who  has  had  twenty  years'  experience  with 
rainbows  at  his  breeding  establishment  at  Cley- 
singen,  near  Ellrich,  has  published  some  iilteresting 
experiences  with  the  fish.  He  says  it  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  rainbows  are  altering  their  spawning 
time  and  gradually  approaching  the  brown  trout's 
time.  His  experience  is  that  two  or  three  year  old 
rainbows  spawn  much  earlier  than  older  fish.  The 
temperature  of  the  water  is  the  chief  factor  in 
causing  early  or  late  spawning,  and  Arens  maintains 
that  the  period  of  spawning  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  period  when  the  young  fry  will  first  require 
to  feed — and  this  period  being  much  longer  in  the 
case  of  our  European  trout  than  with  the  rainbow, 
it  follows  that  if  they  spawned  when  the  brown 
trout  do,  their  fry  would  be  ready  to  feed  before 
Nature  was  ready  to  feed  them.  Herr  Arens 
publishes  a  table  of  the  dates  of  commencement  of 
spawning  of  his  rainbows  from  1891  to  1905 — 
fifteen  seasons;  at  first  sight  this  table  seems 
to  afford  proof  that  the  rainbow  spawning  time  is 
getting  earlier — for  instance,  in  1891  the  fish  began 
spawning  on  March  18,  the  latest  date  in  the  series 
of  years,  whereas  since  1901  they  have  commenced 
in  January,  in  the  last  two  years  as  early  aa  the 
middle  of  the  month  ;  but  Herr  Arens  is  of  opinion 
that  on  the  whole  his  table  bears  out  his  views, 
because  of  the  difference  in  the  mean  temperatures 
of  the  different  seasons — this,  however,  is  not  con- 
clusive. He  takes  the  average  temperature  of  Novem- 
ber, December,  and  January,  but  has  to  admit  that 
although  the  average  may  be  approximately  the 
same,  The  fact  that  there  may  be  one  cold  month  and 
two  warm  ones,  or  one  warm  month  and  two  cold 
ones,  may  have  a  great  effect  on  the  result,  although 
the  average  amount  of  heat  is  much  the  same. 
There  is  of  course  nothing  new  in  Herr  Arens' 
statement  that  cold  retards  spawning  and  even 
suspends  it  entirely,  and  heat  has  the  opposite 
effect.  That  has  been  known  as  long  as  fish 
culture  has  been  practised,  or  any  other  culture 
depending  on  heat  for  that  matter.  Time  will 
prove  if  he  is  right  or  not  in  disputing  the  views  of 
those  who  hold  that  the  rainbow  trout  in  Europe  is 
assimilating  its  spawning  time  to  that  of  our  native 
trout,  which,  by  the  way,  is  very  much  later  in 
some  rivers  than  in  others.  I  have  seen  Wandle 
trout  spawning  in  early  March. 

Discovery  of  New  Breeding  Places  of  the  Eel. 
According  to  a  Danish  journal,  the  Vortland  of 
July  4,  Dr.  J.  Schmidt,  on  the  research  steamer 
'ihor,  reports  that  in  the  Atlantic,  opposite  the 
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Faroes  and  north-west  of  Great  Britain,  they  were  J 
rewarded  in  their  attempts  to  find  eels  in  the  larval  fl 
form  {LeptoccphaliiK  hi-eviro.ilris),  getting  as  many  jl 
as  seventy  specimens  at  one  haul.    As  these  newly-  J 
hatched  eels  were  found  by  Dr.  Schmidt  between  jr 
Iceland  and  the  Faroes,  it  seems  certain  that  thia'3 
deep  part  of  the  Atlantic  is  an  eel- breeding  ground. 
One  of  the  most  convincing  facts,  to  my  mind,  prov- 
ing that  eels  do  not  breed  in  fiesh  water,  is  that  this 
larval  form,  ao  entirely  different  from  the  youna 
eel  or  elver  which  swarms  up  our  rivers,  is  not  only; 
never  found  in  fresh  water,  but  appears  to  exist 
only  at  great  depths,  not  leaving  them  until  it  has 
changed  to  the  eel  shape.    When  first  hatched,  the 
young  eel  is  really  more  like  a  little  long  flat  sole' 
than  a  round  eel,  and  it  was  only  by  eel  larvm' 
being  kept  in  an  aquarium,  and  seen  to  change 
into  the  eel,  that  the  fact  was  proved  that  they  are 
identical  fish.  i 

The  Launce  or  Sand-eel  found  in  Salmon. 

Professor  G.  Brown  Goode  describes  the  launcj 
or  sand-eel  as  one  of  the  chief  articles  of  food  ol 
the  cod,  halibut,  bonito,  bluefish,  mackerel,  etcJ 
and  another  American  writer,  Mr.  E.  A.  Samuels 
avers  that  the  launce  is  a  favourite  food  of  thd 
salmon,  in  which  fish  they  are  very  often  found 
particularly  those  which  are  taken  in  nets  in  thl 
tideways  and  along  the  .shores;  "in  fact,"  he  says 
"I  have  found  the  little  eels  in  the  stomachs  o 
fresh-run  salmon  in  rivers  quite  a  distance  fron 
the  sea."j 


To  our  Readers. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  I  shall  be  greatlj 
obliged  to  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  GazetU 
who  will  correct  any  misleading  statements  that 
they  may  see  i<i  our  columns.    The  very  last  thing 
I  want  is  that  anglers  should  be  disappointed  by? 
going  to  places  on  the  strength  of  accounts  given'  i 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Of  course,  in  an  excep-f  ' 
tionally  dry  season  like  the  present  it  would  bfti  I 
unreasonable  to  blame  writers  who  described  thMt  | 
sport  to  be  expected  under  favourable  conditionsi|  ^ 
of  weather  and  water.    I  do  not  mean  that,  bufc 
that  I  should  like  any  really  misleading  accounts  j 
as  to  the  fishing,  accommodation,  number  of  boats  I 
and  men  available,  and  other  important  matters  j 
challenged.     I  consider  it  the  greatest  favour 
anglers  can  show  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  to  help 
me  to  keep  out  misleading  statements  about 
sport  or  sporting  places.  g  Maeston. 


FKOM  A  NOVICE  TO  NOVICES. 


At  first  sight  it  appears  presumptuous  in  one  who 
is  not  an  expert  in  Uy  fishing  to  express  an  opinion 
on  it,  and  it  is  verging  on  folly  for  him  to  expect 
that  any  importance  will  attach  to  his  advice. 
That  this  is  a  rule  is  doubtless  correct,  but  the 
excuse  the  writer  has  for  offering  his  advice  to 
beginners  is  that  the  small  amount  of  knowledge 
which  he  has  attained  has  been  gained  under  such 
unusual  circumstances  that  he  believes  his  experi- 
ences are  the  exception  which  proves  the  rule. 

He  was  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  age  when,  by 
his  doctor's  advice,  he  endeavoured  to  become  an 
angler,  and,  had  his  ability  equalled  his  ardour,  he 
would  by  this  time  have  attained  eminence.  But 
the  drawbacks  of  old  age,  defective  sight,  lame- 
ness, acquired  by  falling  into  the  river,  and  limited 
opportunities  of  practice  have  kept  the  eminence 
very  low  indeed.  The  humble  height  has  been 
reached  by  an  arduous  road,  and  now,  reflecting 
that  that  way  might  have  been  considerably 
smoothed  by  judicious  advice,  he  thinks  that  he 
may  be  able  to  mention  a  few  points,  or,  rather,  one 
point,  of  vital  importance  to  success  in  fly  fishing 
which,  had  it  been  "  well  rubbed  in,"  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  an  aid  to  him,  and  he  trusts  may 
now  be  of  some  use  to  other  learners. 

He  diligently  studied  the  writings  of  the  great 
masters  and,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  tried  to  follow 
their  uistructions  accurately,  but  not  with  success, 
at  least  so  far  as  catching  trout  was  concerned. 
After  many  failures,  numerous  accidents  and 
mishaps,  much  language  unbecoming  his  year^ 
great  self  depreciation,  but  always  with  the  keenest 
delight  in  the  sport,  he  at  last  gradually  moved  up 
from  the  .bottom  of  the  class,  and  on  a  very  few 
exceptionally  fortunate  days  has  even  attained  the 
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position  of  diur.  In  his  reading  he  found  a  difficulty 
in  analysing  the  instructions  and  in  discriminating 
between  principles  and  details.  And  it  was  for  this 
reason  that  he  tried  to  find  some  central  objective 
on  which  to  fix  the  main  part  of  his  attention,  and 
he  came  to  the  conclusion  Jhat  this  essential  is  to 
throw  a  straight  and  taut  line,  and  he  believes  that 
others  will  find,  as  he  did,  that  it  is  worth  while  to 
keep  this  point  always  most  prominently  in  view. 

All  other  things  are  subordinate  to  this.  Split 
cane-steel-centred  or  otherwise,  greenheart,  hickory 
or  hazel  wand  are  all  good  tools  if  they  throw  the 
line  straight  and  taut.  Lines  tapered  or  parallel, 
light  or  heavy,  dressed  or  undressed,  so  long  as  they 
go  straight  will  do  the  work.  Reels  of  wood,  brass, 
gun- metal,  aluminium  or  vulcanite  are  any  of  them 
right  so  long  as  the  line  goes  from  them  straight 
and  tense.  Over-hand,  under-hand,  steeple  or 
Spey  casts  are  valuable  in  proportion  to  their 
accuracy.  A  man  can  throw  with  his  wrist  only, 
or  hump  his  shoulders  and  thrust  forward  his  arm, 
but  the  efTect  on  the  line  is  the  thing  to  be  con- 
sidered. Colour  of  gut  is  immaterial  if  it  is  only 
straight  enough.  And  here  the  writer  would  ask 
the  beginner  to  pay  tlie  greatest  care  to  the  gut  cast. 
If  it  falls  on  the  water,  as  it  will  do  at  first,  coiled 
like  a  snake,  which  gradually  unfolds  as  the  rod 
point  is  raised,  be  assured  no  fish  will  ever  be 
beguiled  by  the  fly,  and  unremitting  practice  must 
be  made  until  the  gut  lies  straight  and  tense  on  the 
water.  Sometimes  the  gut  forms  a  glittering  arch 
or  bridge,  and  this  is  often  owing  to  the  point  being 
dry,  and  the  remedy  is  to  have  it  well  damped.  If 
keeping  gut  too  long  in  the  Jdaraper  weakens  the 
cast,  it  is  surely  better  to  spoil  gut  than  spoil  sport. 
Again,  the  gut  sometimes  lies  along  the  water 
buoyed  up  by  little  air  bubbles.  This  is  probably 
owing  to  paraffin  from  the  fly  or  grease  from  the 
line,  and  it  is  a  good  plan  when  changing  a  fly  to 
take  a  succulent  leaf,  free  from  dust,  and,  holding 
it  firmly  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  draw  the 
gut  through  it,  at  the  same  time  putting  on  both 
pressure  and  tension  which  will  at  once  straighten 
out  the  gut  and  clear  it  of  grease,  also  tending  to 
make  the  cast  less  visible  to  the  trout.  Flies  are 
of  less  importance  than  a  straight  line,  as  witness 
many  skilled  fly  fishers  who  confine  themselves  to 
a  very  limited  variety  of  lures.  The  question  of 
striking  is  a  debatable  one,  but  given  straight  lines 
and  gut  the  fish  will  do  the  rest,  and  some  good 
fishermen  are  of  opinion  that  more  fish  are  lost  by 
severe  striking  than  otherwise. 

There  is  no  intention  in  these  remarks  to  decry 
improvements  and  refinements  in  tackle  or  in  their 
use — the  contention  is  that  they  are  of  subordinate 
importance  to  the  necessity  of  the  straight  and 
tense  line.  The  possession  of  a  good  rod  gives  a 
man  confidence,  and  he  then  knows  if  he  is  not 
casting  well  that  the  fault  is  in  himself.  There  is 
all  the  difference  in  the  world  between  the  light, 
accurately-made  and  properly  adjusted  reel,  with  no 
tendency  to  over-run.  and  a  heavy,  slow,  exasperat- 
ing reel ;  and  a  well-dressed  line  which  always  floats 
and  never  kinks  is  a  great  pleasure  in  comparison 
with  one  which  easily  becomes  waterlogged.  The 
best  style  of  casting  is  also  in  all  probability  the 
most  effective,  and  is  certainly  the  least  fatiguing ; 
and  in  the  matter  of  flies  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  as  they  are  intended  to  deceive  the  closer  they 
imitate  nature  the  more  likely  are  they  to  succeed, 
but  this  assumption  has  the  weak  point  that  very 
bad  imitations,  and  things  that  are  imitations  of 
nothing  '■  in  heaven  above  or  the  earth  beneath  or 
the  waters  under  the  earth,"  can  and  do  catch 
trout. 

The  garrulity  of  age  would  gladly  prolong  these 
remarks,  but  j.erhaps  the  editor  will  permit  a  final 
word  of  insistence  on  the  necessity  for  "a  straight 
and  tight  line,"  and  the  advice,  "seek  this  and  all 
other  things  shall  be  added" — by  study,  patience, 
and  practice.  Abro. 


THE 


FEATHERWEIGHT 
EOACH  EOD. 


Roach  anglers  who  visit  the  Earl's  Court  Exhi- 
bition to  see  the  great  roach  kindly  lent  by  Mr. 
Alexander,  manager  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks, 
should  see  the  "Featherweight"  roach  rod  which 
has  been  brought  out  by  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scot- 
ford  to  meet  the  requirements  of  those  anglers  who 
like  everything  about  the  Lea  roach  pole  except  its 
heavy  weight  and  high  price. 


SOME  ANGLERS'  PIERS. 


Pier  fishing  has  grown  in  favour  since  the  use  of 
the  rod  has  been  made  popular  in  salt  water. 
The  favourite  pier  among  London  sea  anglers  is 
that  at  Deal,  which  certainly,  owing  to  certain 


railway  company,  and  though  the  charge  for  a  day's 
fishing  (fourpence)  is  somewhat  high,  the  amateur 
gains  by  being  comparatively  free  from  disturbance 
by  the  crowd,  and  a  few  good  conger,  pollack  and 
bass  are  taken  there,  with  whiting  and  codling  in 
winter.  Most  of  the  bass,  however,  are  taken  from 
the  shingle  beach  close  by.    Folkestone  amateurs 


Deal  Pier. 


favourable  conditions  of  ground  and  tides,  affords  a 
variety  of  sport,  particularly  in  the  autumn  and 
winter  months,  not  to  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  old  pier  at  Hastings,  though  of  late  years 


screw  a  bell  on  their  rod  top,  and  then  doze  over  a 
pipe  until  they  hear  that  a  fish  is  at  the  bait. 
This  is  the  .dolce  far  niente  of  sea  fishing  with  a 
vengeance!  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


Mr.  Gomm,  Mullet  Pishing  at  Margate, 


dividing  honours  with  the  newer  structure  at  St. 
Leonards  and  the  unfinished  harbour  works  at  the 
east  end  of  the  town,  has  long  been  a  haunt  of 
amateurs,  and  many  good  bass  and  conger  and 
many  a  hundred  pout  I  have  seen  hauled  on  to  its 
gratings. 

Margate  has  a  jetty  peculiarly  suited  to  the 
requirements  of  anglers,  not  only  because  of  the 
great  area  of  landing  stage,  but  also  because  the 
space  within  the  ironwork  gives  sanctuary  to  bass, 
grey  mullet  and  other  kinds  working  lound  the 
coast  from  the  Thames  or  Pegwell  Bay,  an  attraction 
further  enhanced  by  the  quantity  of  scrapings 
thrown  over  all  summer  time  from  the  restaurant 
on  the  upper  deck.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  the 
usual  pier  angling  on  Margate  jetty,  but  of  far 
greater  interest  is  the  angling  for  grey  mullet  from  a 
boat  moored  under  the  pier.  The  photograph  shows 
Mr.  Gomm,  who  first  introducad  this  style  of  fishing 
there,  and  his  friend,  Mr.  Daunou,  who  between 
them  catch  nine- tenths  of  the  mullet  hooked  in 
those  waters,  baiting  with  biead  paste.  I  was  out 
with  them  once  or  twice  in  June,  and  had  the 
satisfaction  of  landing  a  thrce-pounder. 

Folkestone  has  a  fine  extension,  the  property  of  the 


TWO  DAYS  ON  THE  RIVER  AVON. 


"  Wherever  you  can  get  a  day's  fishing  on  the 
Avon  you  can  reckon  it  is  a  haven."  These  are  the 
words  of  wisdom  of  one  "Dragnet."  Two  of 
these  havens  I  have  just  visited — namely,  Ringwood 
and  Fordingbridge.  I  have  often  noticed  letters 
from  anglers  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  are  anxious 
to  know  what  facilities  for  fishing  the  two  above- 
mentioned  places  afford.  Both  stations  can  be 
easily  and  quickly  reached  owing  to  the  splendid 
L.  &  S.  W.  R.  express  trains  to  Salisbury,  which  do 
the  journey  from  London  without  stopping.  When 
Salisbury  is  reached  one  must  change  into  the  local 
train,  Fordingbridge  only  being  three  stations  away, 
and  Ringwood  somewhat  further.  At  the  latter 
pla(e  there  are  two  waters,  the  main  stream,  where 
fishing  tickets  at  53.  a  day  are  to  be  had  at  the 
White  Hart,  and  the  mill  stream  at  2s.  Gd.  per  day, 
tickets  to  be  had  at  the  Crown.  The  latter  consists 
only  of  bank  fishing,  but  a  punt  can  be  hired  at  the 
White  Hart  for  fishing  their  three  and  a  half  miles 
of  water,  there  being  one  mile  above  the  third  bridge 
and  two  and  a  half  miles  below.  Harris,  the  local 
jovial  professional,  acted  as  my  chaperon  when  I 


118 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


August  12,  1905 


fished  the  lower  waters  a  few  days  ago.  The  weather 
and  water  were  a  great  contrast  to  what  they  were 
on  my  previous  visit,  when  it  was  raining  heavily 
and  the  river  was  in  flood.  Now,  the  water  was 
low  and  bright,  and  as  we  passed  down  stream 
thousands  of  fish  of  all  sorts  and  sizes  could  be  seen 
swimming  b'  twesn  the  weeds  and  over  the  shallows. 
Here  and  th'  re  i  great  swirl  would  indicate  the  spot 
where  we  hao  stirtled  a  big  chub  or  heavy  pike. 
How  glorious  tie  river  looked  in  all  its  summer 
garb,  and  the  quietude  was  disturbed  only  by  the 
songs  of  the  birds  and  the  humming  of  riverside 
insects.  The  sun  shone  brilliantly  all  day — scarcely 
a  good  omen  with  such  clear  water.  But  the  Avon 
is  not  over-fished,  and  there  is  plenty  for  all.  In 
fact,  this  seems  to  me  a  river  where  one  can  nearly 
always  get  fish. 

We  passed  by  the  deep  "Dolphio's"  Hole, 
preferring  to  fish  the  quieter  water  down  stream, 
and  so  fixed  the  punt  into  the  bank  and  started 
operations  at  what  is  locally  known  as  Brigand's 
Hole.  We  started  fairly  well,  getting  two  dozen 
roach  and  some  fine  daoe.  We  tried  two  swims  in 
the  farm  reach,  which,  however,  only  yielded  small 
fish,  so  we  passed  on  to  Swindler's  Hole.  This  is 
very  deep  water,  and  some  years  ago  a  man  was 
drowned  there.  The  under-current,  as  it  cut  over 
the  shallows  into  the  deep  water,  made  it  too 
"  boiling  "  for  the  fish  to  locate  themselves  there  ; 
but  had  the  river  been  a  little  higher  this  would 
have  been  an  ideal  spot  for  summer  fishing.  We 
passed  by  the  "  Three  Tree  Pool,"  which  is  so  noted 
for  its  salmon  and  grayling,  and  saw  a  large  fish 
move  away  from  the  camp-sheathing  below  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Passing  over  we  found 
the  stream  very  fast  and  too  weedy  to  fish,  but  we 
tried  the  big  hole  at  the  end  of  the  piles,  getting, 
however,  only  a  few  fish.  We  had  intended  fishing 
at  the  Hampshire  Hatches,  but  as  they  were  being 
repaired,  we  decided  to  return  to  a  famous  chub 
bough  on  the  left  (going  down)  where  the  water 
ends  in  a  large  eddy  at  the  side  and  a  deep  hole  in 
the  centre  of  the  river.  This  is  well  above 
Westover  Hatches,  where  boys  were  enjoying  a 
swim.  Here  we  had  another  dozen  roach,  a  nice 
chub,  and  a  grayling.  Then  for  our  final  swim  for 
the  day  we  returned  to  Brigand's  Hole,  where  our 
ground-bait  of  the  morning  had  attracted  fish. 
Sport  was  fast,  the  fish  feeding  freely.  Dace  were 
a  good  size,  but  I  could  not  secure  a  roach  over 
IJlb.  Just  as  we  had  decided  to  close  the  day's 
proceedings,  as  Harris  said  no  one  was  allowed  to 
fish  after  8  p.m.,"  though  it  was  light  till  nine, 
down  went  the  float,  and  after  five  minutes'  sport 
a  nice  chub  of  31b.  3oz.  wa?  added  to  the  bag. 

Harris  is  a  heavy  man,  and  when  he  took  hold 
of  the  pushing  pole  the  punt  seemed  to  glide 
rapidly  on  the  water,  so  that  the  White  Hart  was 
soon  reached  again.  We  had  had  a  heavy  lunch 
put  on  board  before  starting,  so  by  the  time  I  had 
had  light  refreshment  at  the  White  Hart,  and  a 
game  of  billiards  with  the  genial  manager,  the  trap 
was  ready  for  a  six-mile  drive  to  Fordingbridge. 
One  can  go  by  train  if  they  wish  to,  and  the  journey 
takes  a  very  little  time. 

Fordingbridge  itself  is  one  of  those  quiet,  restful 
spots,  not  much  unlike  Ringwood  in  contour,  but 
with  less  water  to  fish.  The  Greyhound  is  the 
proper  hotel  for  anglers,  as  it  is  from  here  that  the 
permits  to  fish,  at  2s.  6d.  per  day,  are  issued. 
But  I  arrived  when  all  was  dark,  and  the  village 
was  silent,  so  I  pulled  up  at  the  Albany  on  the 
bridge.  Mr.  Jones  from  the  bedroom  window 
recognised  my  voice,  and  was  soon  downstairs 
helping  in  the  paraphernalia.  After  a  good  night's 
rest,  I  was  ready  for  the  fray  in  the  morning,  and 
how  pleased  I  was  to  look  at  the  river  once 
again.  All  the  old  familiar  landmarks  were  still 
there,  but  the  river  itself  was  much  more  weedy 
— at  least,  I  thought  so.  The  ticket  to  fish  carries 
with  it  only  the  right  to  take  coarse  fish,  and 
the  Avon  here  is  noted  for  its  heavy  roach.  I 
have  caught  myself  as  much  as  1001b.  of  fish  in  a 
day,  and  have  had  eight  roach  of  IJlb.  each  and 
one  of  1  lb.  HJoz.  in  a  morning's  fishing.  Jefferis, 
the  local  river- keeper  and  fisherman,  is  a  thorough 
sportsman,  with  the  rod  as  well  as  the  gun,  and  he 
strongly  objects  to  anglers  retaining  every  fish  they 
get.  And  quite  right  too,  for  most  of  our  rivers 
are  getting  depleted  by  this  means.  Jefferis,  on 
this  occasion,  had  not  much  hopes  of  many  fish 
being  caught  owing  to  the  clear  and  low  water. 
And  he  was  right.  The  fish  I  landed  were  not 
many,  but  there  was  nothing  under  lib.  in  weight. 
The  next  day  Messrs.  F.  Littlewood  and  A.  Drink- 


water,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials,  came  down» 
and  the  last  thing  in  the  evening  had  some  nice 
roach  up  to  l^b.  each.  In  the  evening  I  went  to 
a  local  hostelry  and  was  introduced  to  the  local 
veterinary  surgeon — a  man  full  of  good  humour 
and  jest — also  to  the  local  politican  nicknamed 
"C.  B  ,"  and  the  other  side  of  politics  in  the 
pseudo-named  "Lord  Salisbury."  Then  I  went  on 
to  Downton,  where  there  is  some  fishing  at  23.  fid. 
per  day  by  staying  at  the  Bull  Hotel. 

The  Bull,  at  Downton,  is  about  a  mile  from  the 
station  (a  bus  meets  most  trains,  as  they  do  from 
the  Greyhound  at  Fordingbridge).  The  village  is  a 
thatched  one,  and  on  the  way  one  passes  the  mill 
where  the  fishing  is  strictly  preserved.  It  is  at  a 
point  below  this,  down  to  the  railway  bridge,  that 
the  proprietor  of  the  Bull  has  fishing  rights.  In 
the  winter  the  pike  fishing  at  all  the  three  stations 
is  very  good,  and^  anglers  who  visit  this  part  of 
Hampshire  in  search  of  fishing  are  not  likely  to  be 
disappointed  in  regard  to  the  sport  they  obtain,  the 
civility  they  will  receive,  the  catering  at  the  hotels, 
and  the  splendid  service  of  express  trains. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


IN  THE  GIRLA.' 


Half-past  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  hot  enough, 
though  the  up-river  breeze,  unfelt  on  shore,  brushes 
one's  face  refreshingly  as  the  light  canoe,  handled 
so  skilfully  by  my  Greek  boy,  skims  swiftly  across 
the  bosom  of  "  Father  Danube."  The  little  terns 
circle  leisurely  round  above  our  heads,  giving  out 
their  harsh  cry,  and  down  river  the  siren  of  some 
"tramp,"  upward  bound,  booms  hoarsely. 

In  the  eddies  at  the  Girla's  mouth  trap-nets  are 
set  to  catch  the  fish  working  out  along  the  banks 
into  the  river,  but  the  light  canoe,  drawing  but  a 
hand's  breadth  of  water,  skims  deftly  over  them 
without  disturbing  a  single  stick,  and  her  black 
nose  soon  points  up  against  the  swiftly  flowing 
current,  forcing  the  Greek  to  put  all  his  strength 
into  the  pulling. 

We  are  but  a  bare  hundred  yards  up  when  I  hear 
a  flop  behind  me.  I  glance  hastily  round  to  see  a 
crowd  of  fry  flipping  in  and  out.  What  is  it  ? 
"Stay,  pull  in  a  bit!  "  The  boy.  true  to  command, 
puts  the  canoe's  nose  against  the  bank  and  tethers 
her  by  bending  down  some  branches  of  (he  coarse 
marsh  plants  and  binding  them  round  the  after 
thwart. 

I  get  my  rod  together  quickly,  and  with  one 
knee  on  a  thwart — for  standing  up  is  ticklish  work 
in  these  cranky  craft — I  swing  out  my  line,  baited 
with  a  lively  worm,  only  some  .5in.  from  the  float. 
While  I  do  so  there  is  another  terrific  rush,  and 
again  a  shower  of  flipping  fry.  There  is  a  glimpse 
of  a  silvery  tail,  but  whether  of  chub  or  perch  I 
cannot  make  out. 

My  float  hurries  down  with  the  current,  and  is 
now  well  over  the  spot,  but  our  friend  is  apparently 
not  worm  hungry.  I  raise  the  top  of  my  rod, 
meaning  to  draw  away  my  bait,  and  in  so  doing 
point  it  sideways  towards  the  swiftly  flowing  current, 
causing  my  bait  to  drag  a  moment  on  the  surface. 
There  is  a  mighty  splash,  I  feel  the  top  of  my  rod 
bent  down  in  such  a  way  that  makes  me  fear  for 
my  gut,  none  too  thick.  But  no,  it  is  "frae  Ash- 
bourne," and  stands  the  sudden  strain  grandly. 
My  line  is  going  out  inch  after  inch.  Whatever  it 
is  it  bores  down  into  the  depths,  working  down- 
stream, nor  dare  I  gainsay  him,  for  my  tackle  is 
light.  A  full  three  minutes  he  fights,  then,  fell  sign, 
he  tries  to  go  up-stream  against  the  rushing  current, 
and  my  line  commences  to  come  back  to  me  again. 
It  is  his  last  effort;  twice  now  I  bring  him  into 
sight  and  twice  he  breaks  away,  but  each  time 
more  weakly.  I  have  him  under  control  now,  and 
direct  him  towards  the  net,  which  the  Greek,  well 
used  to  such  scenes,  has  put  together  and  has 
deep  in  the  water.  He  is  over  it,  the  Greek  lifts 
him  high  in  the  air,  making  the  canoe  swing 
from  side  to  side,  and  now  he  is  lying  gasping  in  its 
wet  meshes,  whilst  we  kneel  each  end  of  the  boat, 
gazing  admiringly.    It  is  a  salo,  f  and  well  over  2lb. 

*  "  Giila  "  i'S  the  Roumanian  woid  for  the  many 
streams  formed  by  the  receding  flood-water  each 
year,  and  intersecting  the  large  tracts  of  marsh-land 
through  which  the  Lower  Danube  passes  on  its  way 
to  the  pea. 

t  "  Sale  "  (pronounced  "  shallow  "  )  is  a  fine  fight- 
ing fish  of  the  bass  tribe,  and  runs  up  to  71b.  and  81b. 
It   is  the  sohill  of  Austria,  where  it  is  much 
appreciated,  and  is,  indeed,  an  excellent  adjunct  to 
I  the  table. 


I  try  again,  once  more,  but  only  get  an  insigni- 
ficant rudd,  which  I  return.  I  try  a  very  small 
spoon,  but  apparently  this  was  the  "one  and 
only,"  who  has  been  keeping  the  place  to  himself. 
Never  mind ;  in  a  day  or  two  another  is  sure  to  ■ 
replace  him,  and  we  can  afford  to  wait.  "  Haide 
Biiete,"  upstream,  we'll  see  if  the  perch  are  at  the 
corner. 

I  pull  off  my  coat  and  wipe  my  dripping  brow. 
It  is  near  90  in  the  shade — no  joke  ;  but  what  will 
a  Britisher  not  go  through  for  fishing  ?  The 
mosquitoes,  too,  are  hard  at  work.  A  pipe  keeps 
them  off  my  face  and  neck,  but  whilst  I  played 
my  fish  one  has  taken  his  change  out  of  one  wrist. 
Round  the  lower  part  of  each  willow  trunk,  just 
above  the  water,  they  danee  and  sing  in  thousands. 
They  do  not  trouble  the  boy.  His  skin  is  too  hard 
and  garlicy  (I  firmly  believe  it  is  the  latter)  for 
them ! 

Farther  up,  where  the  willows  meet  just  above 
one's  head,  there  is  a  "  bay"  between  two  willow 
trunks,  and  in  that  bay  I  know  there  lurk  some  big 
perch.  Hitherto,  (he  spot  being  so  uncomeatable, 
their  cannibalistic  deeds  have  been  left  unpunished  ; 
but  to-day,  as  we  get  level  with  it,  I  see,  as  I  peep 
through  the  branches,  a  beauty  come  up  under  the 
sun's  rays,  where  they  strike  the  water  here  and 
there,  and  set  off  bis  gay  uniform  finelv,  and  I 
resolve  to  have  a  try,  coi'ile  qiin  coiltp.  I  have  but 
a  few  square  feet  to  work  through  altogether,  so  I 
unscrew  the  butt  of  my  rod  and  lay  it  down  in  the 
bottom  of  the  lodka,  drawing  a  few  yards  of  line 
from  the  reel,  and  coiling  them  carefully  out  of 
harm's  way.  Then  the  rest  of  the  rod  in  my  left 
(I  am  "cack-handed,"  as  they  call  it  on  Dartmoor) 
and  a  few  feet  of  spare  line  in  my  right,  I  pass  it, 
innocent  of  a  float,  through  the  branches,  only 
about  a  foot  of  line  out.  My  worm  sinks  in  the 
water,  the  top  ring  of  my  rod  just  level  with  the 
surface ;  I  move  it  gently  here  and  there,  and  very 
soon  I  am  in  something,  which  proves,  however,  to 
be  but  a  small  perch,  which  I  lift  out  through  the 
opening,  he  being  too  light  to  need  the  net,  my 
tackle  being  stout.  Four  others,  all  under  ^Ib., 
follow  him,  but  it  is  the  big  ones  I  want  to  try  con- 
clusions with,  and  they  apparently,  following  Brer 
Fox's  advice,  are  lying  low.  I  tie  on  my  plummet 
above  the  worm  and  let  out  line  inch  by  inch, 
moving  the  worm  about  at  different  depths,  but  all 
no  good.  Perhaps  the  capture  of  their  leaser  brethren 
has  alarmed  them,  so  will  give  them  a  rest.  Five 
minutes'  interval.  A  pipe  and  a  look  through  my 
tackle  boxes.  Ha!  something  long  since  forgotten. 
Some  weeks  ago  when  on  chub  intent,  I  put 
up  a  bright  red  and  white  peel  fly,  and  now  with 
half  a  yard  of  gut,  it  is  blushing  unseen  round  a 
piece  of  cigar  box.  "We'll  try  thi?,  Aristidi.  Sit 
quiet  absolutely,"  and  for  another  five  minutes  we 
wait.  Like  an  hour  it  seems.  Then,  the  fly  and 
gut  having  taken  the  place  of  the  worming  tackle, 
I  wind  it  up  round  the  top  of  my  rod,  pass  the  latter 
through  the  bushes  and  unwind  it  again.  The  dis- 
tance I  have  taken  from  my  worm  and  the  fly  touches 
the  surface  of  the  water,  just  where  a  sun  ray  (they 
are  getting  fewer  now)  plays  on  it,  enhancing  the 
gayness  of  its  wings.  I  lightly  tap  my  rod  to  make 
the  fly  dance  on  the  surface. 

My  plan  has  succeeded.  Slowly  there  comes 
up  into  sight  a  great  bulldog  of  a  fellow,  a 
foot  from  the  fly.  He  gazes  at  it  wonderingly, 
and  then  makes  a  rush.  I  have  him,  by 
heavens !  But  not  yet.  There  is  no  room  to 
play  him,  and  I  can  only  spare  him  3ft.  of  line, 
else  I  shall  be  among  the  willow  roots  and  then 
adieu !  It  must  be  pull  devil,  pull  baker,  and  all 
depends  on  the  gut  standing  the  strain,  which  it 
does  gamely,  of  the  fighting  and  pulling  of  the  fish. 
And  oh  !  the  sensation  of  that  pulling!  It  is  the 
rarest  of  champagne  !  > 

But  he  is  up  on  his  side  at  last,  crnquered,  if 
unyielding,  and  the  Greek  comes  slowly  forward, 
gets  (he  net  carefully  through  the  branches  and 
dips  him  out,  a  grand  fellow,  who  nearly  pulls 
down  the  scales  at  home  at  3lb. 

Another  rest,  a  clear  ten  minutes  I  give,  (hough 
Aristidi,  now  thoroughly  interested,  keeps  begging 
me  to  go  on.  Patience  is  rewarded,  and  1  get 
another  which  might  be  (and  probably  is)  the  twin 
brother  of  the  first,  and  then  no  more,  though  I  try 
patiently  and  even  with  a  worm  again.  The  frogs  are 
croaking  deafeningly,  the  wild  duck  are  all  moving 
in,  the  crows  hurry  overhead,  and  the  mosquitoes 
are  more  savage  than  ever.  It  will  soon  be  night, 
so  drift  down  stream,  boy,  and  I  will  throw  my  fly 
as  we  go.    So,  kneeling  in  the  prow,  this  I  do,  and 
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get  three  bashing,  slashing  chub,  not  one  under 
21b.,  which  give  me  a  chance  to  fight  them  in  a 
legitimate  manner.  I  try  at  the  corner  once  more, 
where  I  got  the  salo,  but  no  one  is  at  home,  so  as 
Aristidi  pulls  leisurely  upstream,  hugging  the  bank 
to  avoid  the  current,  I  put  up,  as  they  say  at  the 
'Arp,  well  satisfied  with  my  evening's  sport  in  the 
Girla.  Rook  Cabnegie. 


"EOACH,  EUDD,  AND  BREAM 
FISHING  IN  MANY  WATERS." 
By  "The  Trent  Otter." 


Mb.  J.  W.  MARTIN,  "The  Trent  Otter,"  has  just 
brought  out  an  illustrated  second  edition,  rewritten 
and  enlarged,  of  his  very  useful  work,  "  Roach, 
Rudd,  and  Bream  Fishing  in  Many  Waters."  It  is 
a  practical  treatise  on  angling  with  float  and  ledger 
in  still  water  and  stream,  with  some  notes  on 
surface  fishing  for  roach,  rudd,  and  dace.  I  can 
advise  all  anglers  of  the  fish  mentioned  to  obtain 
a  copy  of  this  little  work  if  they  have  not  already 
got  one,  as  I  am  sure  they  will  find  it  as  interesting 
and  valuable  as  I  have  done.  Few  men  have  had 
wider  and  longer  experience  in  fishing  the  best  of 
our  roach,  rudd,  and  bream  waters  than  Mr.  Martin, 
and  the  illustrations,  of  which  we  give  specimens, 
add  to  the  attraction  of  the  work. 

I  wonder  if  Mr.  Martin  has  ever  captured  a 
bream  by  fishing  near  the  surface  when  the  fish  are 
in  shoals  playing  about  just  under  the  surface,  as 
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author's  roach  rod — A  bit  of  sound  advice — Rod 
rings — The  reel  and  line — Gut  lines  and  gut  hooks 
— Roach  floats — What  is  a  roach  bite  ? — A  born 
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they  often  do  in  the  summer  months.  I  have  often 
tried,  but  as  far  as  my  experience  goes  the  fish  will 
not  take  any  bait  when  you  see  them  near  the 
surface  of  deepish  water.  There  are  great  numbers 
of  large  bream  in  the  Bann  near  Kilrea.  When 
vainly  fishing  there  for  salmon  last  month  we  saw 
lots  of  bream  "priming,"  and  one  angler,  I  think 
it  was  Dr.  Clements,  who  tried  for  bream  had  one 
fish  of  over  71b.  It  was  a  very  thick  fish,  and  the 
scales  were  very  dark,  not  that  golden  olive  colour 
of  a  good  Thames  or  Ouse  bream ;  the  Bann 
bream's  scales  looked  tarnished,  possibly  it  was 
due  to  the  stale,  low  state  of  the  water.  Mr. 
Martin  is  a  clear  writer  as  well  as  clever  angler, 
and  I  cannot  give  roach  anglers  a  better  idea  of  his 
work  than  by  reproducing  his  own  description  of 
its  contents.  R.  B.  M. 

"Chapter  I.    Roach  and  Roach  Fishing. 

"Roach  fishermen — Ancient  v.  modern  roach — 
Shyness  of  roach — Fecundity  of  roach — A  remark- 
able incident — How  did  they  get  there? — De- 
scription and  peculiarities  of  roach — Habits  and 
haunts  of  roach — Food  of  roach — Weight  of  roach 
— Good  bags — Roach  fishing — The  Sheffield  style — 
The  Nottingham  style — Still  water  roaching — 
Striking  with  a  wobbly  rod — Two  good  days  on  the 
Trent  and  Thames. 

"Chapter  II.   The  Roach  (continued).  Roach 
FxsHiJJO  IN  Still  Waters.    (On  Koach 
Bites  and  the  Outfit.) 
*•  Choosing  a  roach  rod — An  Oase  pattern — The 


roacher— Sucking  in,  and  blowing  out,  the  bait — 
Striking  the  fish — '  Missed  him  ' — The  reason  why 
— The  bleak  nuisance — Slow  v.  quick  sinking  baits 
— Those  small  tormentors. 


"Chapter  IIL   The  Roach  (confimied).  Roach 
Fishing  in  Still  Waters.   (On  Ground 
Baits  and  Hook  Baits.) 

"Still  water  roachers — Ground  baits — How  to 
ground  bait,  and  how  not  to  do  it — Mixing  the 
ground  bait — Roving  for  roach — Creed  wheat  as 
a  bait — Ringing  the  changes — How  to  cree  wheat 
—Plumbing  the  swim — Feeding  in  mid-water — 
Stale  fresh  wheat — The  postman's  knock — Malt 
— Gentles  or  maggots — How  to  breed,  and  how  to 
prepare  them — Gentles  in  the  winter — Paste,  plain 
and  coloured — King's  bait — The  cockspur  worm — 
The  weather  and  its  deception. 

"Chapter  IV.    The  Roach  (continued). 
Stream  and  Drain  Fishing  for  Roach. 
(The  Nottingham  and  Sheffield  Styles.) 

"  Stream  v.  drain  fishing — The  stream  fishing 
rod — The  outfit — Floating  the  line — Floats  and 
Tackle — Ground  baiting  the  streams — Baiting  the 
hook — Fishing  the  swim — A  strange  ground  bait — 
A  flooded  water — '  Stret  pegging  '—The  Nottingham 
style — Finding  the  depth — Casting  out  the  bait — 
Ledgering— Undercurrents — A  heavy  stream — The 
Sheffield  style — Shrimps  as  bait — A  killing  style — 
Experiences  on  the  Avon  and  Frome. 

"Chapter  V.    The  Roach  (continued).  Roach 
Fishing  Peculiar  to  the  Lea  and  Thames. 
(Fishing  with  a  Roach  Pole  and  a 
Tight  Line.) 

"  Roach  fishermen  of  the  Thames  and  Lea — The 
roach  pole  and  its  peculiarities — Old  writers  on  the 
roach  pole — How  to  use  the  roach  pole — Floats  for 
Thames  and  Lea — Sink  and  draw — Float  ledgering 
— A  Lea  man's  plan  -Baits   and  bites — Double 
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quick  time — Hooks  for  roach — Depths  to  fish — Lea 
and  Thames  style  reviewed. 

"Chapter  VI.    Iee  "Roach  (confinurd).  Roach 
Fishing  in  Various  Waters.  (Incidents 

Instructive  and  Peculiar.) 
"Punt  fishing  for  roach — The  outfit  for  it — 
Ground  baiting  the  swim — Fishing  the  swim  - 
Reaching  in  a  tidal  water — Bread  crust — A  capital 
paste — Importance  of  suitable  float — Cupping  — 
Dacing. 

"Charter  VII.  The  Rudd.  Rudd  and 
RuDD  Fishing. 
"  Rudd  and  rudd  fishing — A  little  known  fish 
■ — Characteristics  of  the  rudd — Weight  of  rudd — 
Habits  and  haunts  of  the  rudd — Luring  them  out 
— Food  of  rudd  -  -Baits  for  rudd  fishing — 'Fine  and 
far  off  ' — The  outfit — Floats — Gut  lines  and  gut 
hooks — A  slowly  sinking  bait — Fishing  the  runs — 
Playing  the  fish — Dr.  Norman's  experiences — The 
Norfolk  style — Fly  fishing  for  rudd. 

"Chapter  VIII.   The  Bream.    Bream  and 
Bream  Fishing. 

"Bream  fishing— Bream  in  the  frying-pan — 
Antiquity  of  bream — Distribution  of  bream — Carp 
bream  and  its  allies — 'On  the  flit' — Spawnuig  of 
bream — Weight  of  bream — Baits  and  tackle — Best 
seasons — Boat  fishing  for  bream — Hooks  and  baits 
— Hudson  and  the  Trent  bream — Ground  baiting — 
Baiting  the  hook  with  worms — The  Trent  breamer's 
outfit — Two  extraordinary  ground  baits — Long 
corking  in  the  Trent  style— Floats  for  stream  work 
— Changes  of  the  weather — -Its  effects  on  bream 
fishing. 

"Chapter  IX.  The  Bream  (cowiimiwi).  Bream 
Fishing  in  Quiet  Waters. 
Distribution  of  bream — Bream  fishermen  of  the 
Fens — Night  v.  day  fishing — A  rustic  breamer — A 
picture  drawn  from  life— Still  water  breaming — 
The  outfit — Ground  baits — A  bream  bite — Hook 
baits  for  bream — Arising  and  falling  water — Special 
precautions — Oh,  those  slimy  bieam  ! — A  flooded 
water — Stripping  the  hook — White  bream — A  good 
bag — Carp  and  tench,  and  their  little  ways." 
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Should  the  weather  be  fine,  June  is  unquestion- 
ably the  most  delightful  month  of  the  year  in 
beautiful  Thelemarken.  Beneath  the  rays  of  the 
now  powerful  sun,  the  snow  which  has  accumulated 
on  the  f  jelds  during  the  preceding  winter  is  pouring 
down  the  rugged  mountain  sides  in  cataracts  in- 
numerable— cataracts  which,  by  the  end  of  the  first 
week  in  July,  have,  as  a  rule,  ceased  to  exist ;  the 
rivers  are  foaming  seawards  in  fioods  of  trans- 
lucently  clear  water;  the  lakes  are  all  brim  full; 
the  little  clearings  in  the  forests  and  alongside  the 
streams  and  loehs  are  vividly  green  and  gay  with 
wild  flowers;  and  even  the  dark  and  solemn  pines 
are  putting  forth  fresh  shoots.  The  magic  of  spring 
is  everywhere  in  evidence,  and  the  reign  of  Jack 
Frost  is  over. 

Last  winter  the  fall  of  snow  on  these  extensive 
mountain  tracts  was  considerable,  but  to  judge  by 
lesults  it  would  not  seem  to  have  consolidated ;  in 
the  beginning  of  June  warm  weather  set  in  some- 
what suddenly,  and  most  of  it  came  away  in  a  big 
spate  which  culminated  about  June  11,  and  in  spite 
of  the  sunshine  which  prevailed,  all  the  waters  were 
pretty  low  by  July  20 — the  prospects  alike  for  the 
hay  crop  and  for  the  trout  fishing  being  far  from 
promising. 

On  Juae  14  I  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Skien 
river  (into  which  flow  the  waters  of  the  innumer- 
able lakes  and  streams  of  Upper  Thelemarken),  and 
everything  was  in  high  flood ;  islands,  trees,  and 
meadows  were  submerged,  and  in  places  but  little 
was  to  be  seen  of  the  ubiquitous  telephone  posts 
but  the  insulators. 

The  great  fosses  on  the  main  river  afforded  a 
magnificent  spectacle,  and  we  spent  three  or  four 
days  at  Ulefos  admiring  their  beauty,  and  the 
immense  volume  of  clear  snow  water  rushing  down 
the  rocky  gorges,  which  were  emerald  green  to  their 
very  edges. 

As  a  place  for  fishing  Ulefos  is  no  good,  but  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  abounds  in  delightful 
scenery  and  walks,  and  I  can  confidently  recom- 
mend a  short  stay  at  the  comfortable  Hotel  Aaheim 
to  the  angler  bound  up  country,  especially  should 
the  traffic,  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  through  the 


great  sluices,  be  at  a  standstill  by  reason  of  a  flood. 
The  orchards  and  gardens  round  the  homesteads 
were  bright  with  lilac,  laburnum,  and  fruit  tree 
blossom;  the  "Haeg"  (bird  cherry)  was  in  full 
bloom ;  and  the  scent  of  the  lily  of  the  valley 
mingled  with  that  of  the  pines. 

Logs  there  were  innumerable,  and  in  every  con- 
ceivable attitude  and  position.  They  lay  collected 
together  in  thousands  on  the  lakes,  in  smaller  lots 
in  backwaters  at  the  mouths  of,  tributary  streams, 
and  alongside  the  main  water  systems ;  they  tossed 
like  feathers,  these  great  Norway  pines,  down  the 
foaming  rapids;  they  formed  broad  streaks  like 
unto  huge  yellow  snakes,  which  wound  down  the 
sides  of  the  hill ;  and  in  the  gorges,  where  the 
water  supply  had  proved  inadequate  to  carry 
them  away,  they  lay  mingled  in  picturesque  and 
apparently  inextricable  confusion. 

On  June  17  a  steamer  came  up  from  Skien  and 
essayed  the  passage  to  the  Bandak  Lake.  She 
managed  to  get  through  the  fourteen  miles  of 
heavy  rapids ;  but  it  was  as  much  as  she  could  do 
with  the  utmost  exertions  of  her  engines,  and 
more  than  once  I  thought  the  terrific  stream  must 
sweep  her  on  to  the  rocks.  However,  about  six  or 
seven  in  the  evening  we  reached  our  destination, 
and  next  day  started  off'  on  our  journey  into  the 
mountains. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  as  yet  there  was  no 
use  in  attempting  to  fish  lakes  at  any  considerable 
elevation,  for  the  vegetation — apart  from  the 
unanimous  testimony  of  the  natives — declared  the 
spring  to  be  a  late  one. 

The  birch  trees  wore  their  first  delicate  green 
dress ;  the  little  plots  of  grass  round  the  hill  farms 
bore  traces  of  the  recent  presence  of  snowdrifts; 
the  moors  were  white  with  cloudberry  blossoms; 
the  lichens,  grey,  velvety  brown,  and  yellow,  were 
only  just  sprouting  forth  on  the  rocks;  snow  in 
great  patches  showed  on  the  slopes  of  the  forest- 
clad  mountains,  and  lay  in  heavy  wreaths  on  the 
higher  fjelds  ;  and  the  wind  blew  strong  and  steady 
from  the  north. 

The  first  place  where  we  made  any  stay  was 
situated  on  the  shores  of  a  lake  between  800  and  900 
feet  above  the  sea.  Like  a  good  many  others  in 
Thelemarken,  it  is  too  big  and  deep  for  good  fiy 
fishing  ;  and  although  it  possesses  a  number  of 
bays  and  inlets  suflSciently  shallow  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  which  the  trout  resort  from  depths  for  some 
hours  a  day  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  these 
are  too  far  apart  to  enable  the  angler  to  make  big 
baskets,  however  fairly  the  fish  may  be  taking ; 
great  stretches  of  high  precipice,  rising  perpen- 
dicularly from  the  water,  intervene. 

Until  "Sant  Hans,"  or  Midsummer's  Day,  all 
the  lakes  are  subject  to  the  exigencies  of  timber 
floating,  so  that,  in  addition  to  the  sufiBciently 
numerous  atmospheric  and  other  influences  which 
affect  the  appetite  and  proceedings  of  the  trout 
under  fairly  normal  conditions,  a  huge  volume  of 
ice  cold  water  may  any  day  be  discharged  into 
them,  which  has  been  artificially  held  back  at  some 
point  further  up.  Such  an  occurrence,  it  need 
hardly  be  said,  does  not  encourage  the  trout  to 
come  to  the  surface  in  search  of  insect  food,  and 
often  accounts  for  non-success  when  circumstances 
appear  otherwise  favourable. 

Being  in  want  of  exercise  I  eschewed  the  use  of 
a  boat  and  spent  a  number  of  pleasant  days 
scrambling  from  bay  to  bay  along  the  rocky  shores 
of  this  picturesque  sheet  of  water,  embosomed 
among  forests  and  lofty  mountains.  In  consider- 
ation of  the  time  of  year  the  trout  were  in  very 
good  condition,  but  I  got  nothing  over  1  Jib.,  and 
never  more  than  18lb.  on  a  single  occasion. 

Among  the  minor  inconveniences  which  attach 
to  this  kind  of  fishing,  may  be  named  the  quan- 
tities of  log  chips  which,  with  certain  winds, 
drift  along  the  surface  near  the  shore,  and  the 
collections  of  pine  branch  debris,  which  lie  on  the 
rocks,  sometimes  for  hundreds  of  yards  together, 
and  which  render  the  bad  going  worse,  and  which 
make  the  landing  of  trout  a  very  risky  operation. 

On  July  1  we  shifted  our  quarters,  and  after  a 
long  drive,  reached  on  the  evening  of  that  day  my 
favourite  district.  Here  the  lowest  lake — within 
ten  minutes'  walk  of  the  house— lies  1800  feet  above 
the  sea,  and  within  walking  or  driving  distance 
there  are  at  least  twenty  others  among  the  forests 
and  fjelds  round  about.  These  are  situated  at  all 
kinds  of  levels,  most  of  them  are  well  adapted  for 
fly  fishing,  and  apart  from  the  sport  they  afford, 
they  constitute  an  interesting  and  practically  in- 
exhaustible subject  of  study.    The  fact  that  the 


net  and  the  otter  are  freely  used  by  the  natives 
does  not  appear  to  be  seriously  prejudicial  to  the 
angler's  chances;  upon  the  whole,  indeed,  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  unless  these  methods  of 
capture  are  very  extensively  employed,  the  reverse 
is  the  case  ;  under  the  conditions  that  exist,  at  any 
rate,  I  have  taken  hundreds  of  lieavy  baskets  of 
trout  with  the  fly  in  this  region.  Take  the  home 
loch  as  an  example.  It  is  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  in  length,  and  from  300  to  1000  yards 
in  width  ;  a  small  portion  only  of  its  area  is  too 
deep  for  fly  fishing,  and  practically  the  whole  of  its 
bottom  is  silted  over  with  a  thick  layer  of  soft,  rich 
loam,  brought  down  from  the  moorlands  by  its 
feeders.  Of  the  latter  there  are  three — two  mere 
brooks  and  the  main  stream,  which  the  fish  ascend 
in  autumn  for  spawning  purposes  ;  and  all  are  during 
the  summer  months  simply  crammed  with  finger- 
lings.  Each  year  the  occupants  of  these  "  nurseries  '•' 
descend  to  the  lake  in  thousands,  and  there  they 
find  such  an  abundance  of  food  that  they  very 
soon  put  on  weight.  Were  these  prolific  waters 
reserved  for  rod  fishing  only,  the  number  of  trout 
would  inevitably  increase  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  available  food  supply ;  they  would  fall  off  in 
individual  size,  and  the  two  and  three  pounders 
now  obtainable  would  cease  to  exist. 

On  this  loch  on  July  2  I  made  a  good  basket  of 
fish  in  excellent  condition,  but  on  trying  a  loch 
500  feet  higher  a  few  days  later  I  found  the  trout, 
although  rising  fairly  well,  by  no  means  so  fat  and 
well  liking.  Such  being  the  case  I  devoted  myself 
for  some  time  afterwards  to  waters  lying  not  more 
than  200O  feet  above  sea  level,  and  in  spite  of 
brilliant  sunshine  and  usually  a  short  supply  of 
wind  succeeded  by  no  means  badly. 

On  July  12  I  had  a  somewhat  curious  experience. 
The  weather  looked  so  unpropitious — dead  calm, 
with  a  perfectly  cloudless  sky — that  it  seemed 
hardly  worth  while  going  out.  Nevertheless,  soon 
after  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  I  got  afloat,  in 
an  exceedingly  leaky  and  tarry  boat,  on  the  home 
loch.  About  twelve  the  trout  began  suddenly  to 
take  my  tail  fly.  an  unobtrusive  combination  of 
peacock  herl  and  dark  brown  mallard,  and  in  two 
and  a  half  hours  I  had  secured  sixty-eight  good 
ones,  besides  many  that  were  put  back,  much  to 
my  native  boatman's  indignation.  After  lunch  a 
steady  breeze  from  the  west  set  in  and  I  expected 
to  do  wonders,  but  the  fish  had  gone  off  the  feed, 
and  I  only  got  fifteen  more  bffore  giving  up. 

In  addition  to  the  sheets  of  water  in  this  tract  of 
country,  to  which  the  term  "lake "  maybe  applied, 
there  are  a  number  of  tarns  a  few  acres  only  in 
extent,  which  are  little  more  than  holes  in  the 
peaty  bog-land.  Some  of  these  contain  particularly 
fine  trout,  but  they  are  generally  very  sulky  spots, 
and  owing  to  their  sheltered  positions  there  is  little 
use  in  trying  them  unless  a  strong  wind  be  blowing. 
Moreover,  be.oides  being  crammed  with  snags  in  the 
shape  of  waterlogged  pines  and  dead  branches, 
water  plants  soon  spring  up  and  form  a  broad  belt 
round  their  edges,  so  that  the  only  time  there  is  any 
chance  of  getting  at  them  is  early  in  the  season. 
On  July  7  it  blew  so  hard  from  the  north-west  that 
all  boat  work  was  out  of  the  question.  I  proceeded, 
therefore,  to  one  of  these  tarns  with  the  intention  of 
making  an  easy  day  of  it.  As  soon  as  we  reached 
its  somewhat  gloomy  shores,  old  Halvard,  who 
accompanied  me,  prepared  to  make  himself  com- 
fortable by  collecting  material  for  a  fire  (no  diflScult 
matter)  behind  a  great  slab  of  rock ;  evidently  he 
did  not  think  that  the  basket  would  prove  a  heavy 
one. 

The  wind  struck  the  surface  of  the  dark  moss- 
coloured  water  hard,  and  many  flies  were  being 
drifted  across  it,  but  there  were  not  many  signs  of 
the  presence  of  fish.  Much  to  Halvard's  astonish- 
ment, however,  I  hooked  a  good  one  almost 
immediately  after  commencing  operations  close 
into  the  bank,  and  although  he  promptly  rushed 
for  a  snag  I  got  him  safely  out,  a  fine  two  pounder 
in  perfect  condition,  and  studded  over  with  large 
black  spots.  The  next  two  fish  I  hooked  broke 
me,  so  I  removed  both  droppers,  and  continued 
fishing  with  one  fly  only,  hoping  thus  to  avoid 
further  misfortunes.  In  this  way  before  two 
o'clock  I  caught  eighteen  more  trout— losing  a  few 
others  by  bad  hooking  ordy — which,  with  the  first, 
weighed  331b.,  not  a  bad  morning  s  work. 

Old  Halvard,  who  had  lived  in  this  part  of  the 
country  all  his  life,  and  knew  every  loch  and  tarn 
for  miles  round,  told  me  he  had  never  seen  so  many 
trout  caught  in  "  Ulv  Tjern  "  before  in  one  day, 
but  that  he  himself  had  once  got  an  eight-pounder 
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on  it  with  the  worm.  This  I  could' well  believe,  as 
while  smoking  our  pipes  after  lunch,  I  noticed  the 
back  fins  of  several  large  fish  as  they  slowly  rolled 
up  after  tiies  well  out  in  the  middle  of  the  tarn 
and  quite  beyond  casting  distance.  It  is  a  great 
thing  to  hit  otf  the  first  fortnight  or  three  weeks  of 
the  angling  season  proper  in  a  district  such  as  the 
one  referred  to,  where  the  majority  of  the  lakes  are 
shallow,  and  very  subject  to  weather  influences; 
for,  should  the  summer  prove  a  dry  one,  like  that 
of  1904,  they  soon  collapse. 

By  July  25  the  fishing  was  over.  Day  after  day, 
from  early  morn  till  past  9  o'clock  at  night,  the  sun 
continued  to  pour  down  its  rays  from  an  absolutely 
cloudless  sky,  and  not  a  drop  of  rain  fell  to  refresh 
parched  Nature.  On  several  occasions  the  ther- 
mometer at  my  house  door  showed  92"  F.  in  the 
shade  (a  somewhat  stiff  order  at  2000  feet  above 
the  sea),  and  all  the  hill  farms  showed  yellow  and 
dry— the  poor  little  crop  of  grass  on  which  their 
owners  depend  for  feeding  their  few  cattle  and  sheep 
during  the  winter  was  practically  destroyed.  The 
usually  marshy  moorlands  were  quite  dry,  and  one 
could  walk  anywhere  over  them ;  the  burns  shrank 
'  away  to  nothing,  and  the  small  trout  dried  in  them 
in  hundreds:  and  the  appearance  of  the  great 
wooded  mountain  sides  became  quite  autumnal, 
dotted  over  as  they  were  with  clumps  of  birch  and 
mountain  ash,  the  foliage  of  which  had  turned 
yellow  in  the  scorching  heat.  To  fish  even  after 
sundown  on  the  lakes  was  useless,  for  the  trout 
would  look  at  nothing  whatever  in  the  shape  of  a 

gy_  RUGDE. 

SPAIsISH  SILKWORM  GUT. 

I.  As  article  of  perhaps  no  little  interest  to  many 
"  persons  and  of  some  substantial  importance  to 
Spanish  industry  is  the  so-called  gut  from  silk- 
worms. This  is  useful  for  fishing  purposes,  partly 
on  account  of  its  great  tenacity  and  partly  owing 
to  its  transparent  quality,  the  line  attachmg  the 
hook  when  in  the  water  not  being  visible.  Smce 
the  decline  of  silk  culture  in  Spain,  the  industry  of 
making  these  silk  threads  has  increased,  leaving 
the  peasants  some  profit;  the  prices,  however, 
fluctuate  according  to  the  value  of  the  silk.  The 
higher  the  price  of  silk,  the  fewer  silkworms  are 
used  for  fishing  lines,  and  vice  versa ;  yet  about 
4  per  cent,  of  the  silk  grubs  are  destined  yearly 
for  the  above-named  purpose. 

The  manner  of  obtaining  this  thread-like  gut  is 
as  follows :— After  the  grub  has  eaten  enough 
mulberry  leaves,  and  before  it   begins   to  spin, 
which  is  during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  it  h 
thrown  into  vioegar  for  several  hours.    The  insect 
is  killed,  and  the  substance  which  the  grub,  if 
alive,  would  have  spun  into  a  cocoon,  is  forcibly 
drawn  out  from  the  dead  worm  into  a  much  thicker 
and   shorter   silken   thread,   in  which  operation 
dexterity  and  experience  on  the  part  of  the  labourer 
i    are  important   Two  thick  threads  (from  each  grub) 
are  placed  for  about   four  hours  in   clear,  cold 
wafer,  after  which  they  are  dipped  during  ten 
to  fifteen  minutes  in  a  solution  of  some  caustic, 
for  which  purpose  soft  soap  dissolved  in  water  is 
u^ed.    This  serves  to  loosen    a  fine  outer  skin, 
which  is  next  removed  by  the  hand.?,  while  the 
Idbourer  holds  the  thread  between  his  teelh.  The 
silk  is  then  hung  up  to  dry,  care  being  taken  to 
choose  a  shady  place,  as  the  sun  has  the  effect  of 
making  Ihem   too  brittle   afterwards.    In  some 
parts  of  the  country  these  silk  guts  are  bleached 
with    sulphur   vapour,  which  makes   them  look 
beautifully  glossy  and  snow  white,  like  spun  glass, 
while   those    naturally  dried    retain    always  a 
yellowish  tint. 

Ihe  quality  of  the  gut  is  decided  according  to  the 
healthy  condition  of  the  worm,  round  indicating  a 
good  quality,  and  Hat  an  inferior  one;  also  the 
length  is  important,  thirty-two  centimetres  of  fine, 
useful  thread  being  sometimes  made.  The  thickness 
depends  also  upon  the  condition  of  the  grub.  It  is 
found  to  be  as  much  as  one  millimetre  in  the 
Spanish  insect,  while  those  from  Italy  and  Greece 
produce  very  fine  and  thin  gut  strings.  These  are, 
to  some  extent,  imported  here  and  sold  again  by 
weight  at  from  £10  to  1:12  per  kilogramme.  About 
40,000  to  .50,000  threads  are  in  each  kilogramme. 
The  Spanish  production  is  made  up  neatly  in  bundles 
of  one  hundred  threads  and  sold  by  ten  such  bundles, 
or  one  thousand  threads,  at  about  16s.  6d.  for  the 
round  kind,  and  Gs.  6d.  to  Ss.  Gd.  for  the  flat  kind. 
The  time  for  selling  this  article  wholesale  is 


during  the  months  of  January,  February,  March, 
and  April  ;  the  retail  trade  is  during  the  summer 
months  and  fishing  season.  Although  Murcia  is 
the  principal  place  of  this  industry,  yet  most  sales 
are  made  outside  of  that  city. 

The  peasants  of  Murcia  raise  their  prices  upon 
the  slightest  demand,  which  drives  buyers  from  the 
place ;  the  peasants  now  go  every  year  with  their 
goods,  packed  in  boxes,  up  and  down  the  entire 
coast  of  Spain  on  the  Mediterranean  as  far  as 
France.    Valencia  is  considered  the  best  market. 

Orders  from  abroad  should  be  given  only  to 
reliable  persons  in  Spain,  who.  at  the  same  time, 
understand  this  article  well.  Direct  negotiations 
with  the  traders  should  be  avoided.  This  article 
offers  too  easy  opportunity  for  its.n±—TexhU 
Mercury.   __^__«»- 

REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy 
first  post  on  Tlmrsclaij  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Generai.  Remabks.  —  The  river  is 
coloured  after  recent  showers,  and  the  temperature 
of  the  water  is  several  degrees  lower.  Fish  have 
consequently  been  feeding  much  better,  and  reports 
of  fair  takes  of  roach  and  bream  are  recorded  from 
many  parts.  At  Shepperton  the  barbel  have  been 
feeding  better,  and  Mr.  Kipping  has  been  getting 
some  of  them,  although  the  size  has  not  been  large. 
One  day  he  had  four  fish,  another  he  had  five,  and 
on  another  day  he  got  twelve  barbel  of  following 
weights:  4ilb.,  4ilb.,  41b.,  SJlb.,  31b.  fb  2*1^, 
2Alb  2ilb  21b.,  21b.,  and  lib.,  a  total  of  34flb. 
All  the  fish  except  the  two  best  were  returned  to 
the  river.  A  5lb.  trout  has  been  caught  at  Sunbury 
by  Mr.  Griffin.  A  trout  just  over  31b.  has  been  had 
at  Henley,  and  at  Marlow  a  few  pike  have  been 
had,  Mr.  Wilton  getting  one  of  51b.  A  few  gooci 
roach  have  been  caught  at  Datchet,but  sport  there 
senerallv  has  been  poor  on  account  of  slackness  ot 
stream,  Mr.  Hennings  at  the  Kingston  bend  has  had 
bream  up  to  21b.,  but  sport  has  been  poor  m  tlie 
reach.  Twickenham  and  .-Richmond  have  yielded 
sport  amongst  roach  and  bream.  On  Aug.  lb  and  17, 
Staines  Regatta  takes  place,  and  Readmg  Regatta 
will  be  held  to-day  (Saturday)  and  on  the  19th, 
I  give  these  dates  for  anglers  to  take  notice  ol, 
In  regard  to  the  lack  of  sport  which  has  lately 
been  experienced  in  many  reaches,  I  am  told  that 
the  oil  discharged  from  motor  boats  is  detrimental 
to  the  small  fry  and  ova.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— There  has  been   a  little 
improvement  in  the  river  during  the  week,  which, 
however,  is  still  running  very  low  and  clear,  bport 
has  not  been  good,  but  some  fair  perch,  roach, 
dace,  and  one  or  two  good  eels  have  been  caught. 
Patrons  of  J.  Sargeant  have  taken  some  perch, 
roach,  chub,  and  jack  up  to  31b.,  while  clients  of 
G.  Arlett  have  taken  roach  up  to  1  lb.,  and  some 
good  dace.    Dr.  Peak  and  Mr.  Hogg,  fishing  with 
R.  Young  at  Medonham.  had  a  good  bag  of  roach, 
perch,  and   chub.     Messrs.  Bath  and  Holland, 
fishing  the  Loddon  and  the   main   stream  on 
Aug.  5,  had  a  good  bag  of  roach   and  perch, 
with  chub  up  to  31b.  ;  and  Mr.  Laurance,  while 
fishing  this  water  on  the  same  date,  took  barbel  up 
to  4|lb.,  perch  up  to  1  lb.,  and  chub  up  ^  3|lb  = 
other-  anglers  have  taken  some  fair  chub  with  the 
fly  and  cheese  paste,  but  these  fish  are  not  yet 
taking  the  f.og  well.    Gudgeon  come  freely  to  the 
rake,  and  a  good  number  of  the?e  httle  fish  have 
been  caught.    We  have  had  a  few  heavy  showers  of 
rain  to-day  (Wednesday)  which  will  freshen  the 
river  up ;  but  a  lot  more  is  needed  to  put  it  into 
good,  all-round  condition.    I  was  a  httle  previous 
in   my  lema'ks  about  the  netting  of  a  pond 
near  Henley  last  week.    G.  Arlett  told  me  he 
was  going  to  net  it  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
everything  was  ready  but  the  nets   and  as  none 
suitable  for  the  job  could  be  found  in  Henley  it 
has  had  to  be  left  until  a  later  date.— SrANLEY 

^Thames  (Twickenham).— Wednesday  Night.— 
The  water  is  in  g:)od  condition  for  fi?hing,  with  a 
little  colour  and  stream.  Good  bags  are  being  taken 
daily.  Mr.  Penfold  and  friend,  of  the  Silver  Trout 
A  S..  out  on  Aug.  8  with  H.  Harper,  had  a  very 
good  basket  each.  As  several  Pfsons  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  weight  of  the  71b.  eel,  previously 
rsported  by  me,  I  can  vouch  f<^r  its  corractness. 
The  Acton  Piscatoriah  fished  their  competition  on 
Aug.  10.  I  have  been  out  five  days,  one  day  with 
Ruby  Jacobs  and  C.  Franco,  of  the  Silver  Trout, 
getting  IGlb.  and  five  bream.    Prospects  good.— 

^  BottUham  Looks  (Waterbeaoh).  -  After 
splendid  rains,  smce  my  last  report,  fishing  al^ 


round  has  much  improved.  With  the  clour  and 
general  condition  of  the  Cam  f^^'^.''^  P'"""?:';^ 
good  at  the  timo  of  writing.  ^Variety  of  »;a.tB  aro 
required  now.  especially  the  brandlmg  worm  am 
boiled  white  wheat.  Bream  bags  seen  a^'J^^f'^^l 
in  from  41b.  to  181b.  a  rod,  two  ^.'hmg 
together  took  lower  down  btream.  L-mdlord  can 
give  the  swims  which  produced  threo  and  a  half 
stone,  largest  fish,  3lb.,  also  a  great  ra^ny  ut  \^>- 
each.  Roach  are  giving  good  sport,  ^/?^<f  *JJ"^"„ 
tity  of  good  summer  takes  had.but  orJy  a  few  over 
lib.  each  at  present.-JoHN  O.  Geohoe,  Beclic- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Di8trict).-Although  up- 
wards of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  /^^-e  district  on 
Wednesday  night,  it  was  insufficient  to  bring  down 
the  much-needed  freshet,  and  consequently  httle 
has  been  doing.  Bank  Holiday  mommg  wae  du^l 
and  rainy,  but  several  anglers  were 
Searle  (Staverton)  has  landed  several  peal  and 
some  nice  trout,  and  peal  have  fallen  /he  rods  of 
Messrs.  E.  Ackrell  (2)  and  E.  Distm  d.)-  Jf^"  JJ^ 
Revell  secured  five  trout.  The  water  "  very  low 
and  fine,  and  although  there  are  Pl^^-^ty  of  ash  the 
spate  must  come  before  prospects  improve. 
""Decent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland)  -There 
was  aTi=e  fresh  at  the  week  end  the  water  rismg 
four  or  five  inches,  and  tempting  a  g^od.  n  n 
of  grilse  and  ssa-trout,  and  a  few  b^''^^?; ^^^I'J 
the  changing  of  pools  by  sea-trout  Bp^rt  i^mproved 
immediately.  Thus,  on  the  Anghng  Association  » 
water,  Mr.  Greenshields,  of  Livei-pool,  had  thirty 
two  sea-trout,  one  of  which  was  a  beauty  of  SJlb 
Mr.  T.  P.  Martin,  Mr.  T.  Rook,  Mr.  T.  Johnston 
have  all  had  good  baskets,  and  sport  h^^^^ 
been  satisfactory  also  in  the  C^ckermouth  district^ 
Some  fine  salmon  were  taken  at  Sa hnon  Hall  by  the 
coops  and  nets.  All  were  m  the  pmk  o  condition 
The  flood  was  scarcely  big  enough  to  hft  sea-  rout 
on  to  the  streams  in  the  daytime  but  on  a  du  1  day 
the,e  sportiag  fish  are  to  be  caught  by  a  V^J^^^^ 
angler.^  The  best  Camberland  rivers  are  now^ecom- 
ing  stocked  with  migratory  fish.-BLACK  Toii  o 
THE  North.  .  , 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Avon  received  the 
nenefit  of  a  capital  little  spate  aid  some  jood 
trout  fishing  may  be  anticipated  the  evening. 
Trout  are  not  rismg  much  on  the  Greedy,  which 
continues  very  low,  and  the  same  ^ay  be  sail  ot 
the  Teign  and  Exe.  Salmon  fishing  on  the  last  two 
rivers  il  exceptionally  quiet,  and  neither  rod  nor 
net  fishermen  have  had  much  luck.— D3V0j.ia>. 

Esk  (Whitby).-Although  up  to  the  time  ot 
writing  I  have  not  heard  ot  any  renaunerative 
Sts^aving  attended  the  eSorts  of  the  anglers 
who  have  pUed  the  rod  during  the  past  week,  there 
is  however,  a  much  brighter  outlook  regarding 
spo?t  dicing  the  coming^  week.  Some  copious 
spates  have  fallen,  and  there  is  promise  of  further 
heavy  rains  throughout  the  district.  CDnsequently 
the  past  period  of  parched  conditions  and  the 
attendant  absence  of  sport  are  likely  to  termmate, 
and  remunerative  results  anticipated.  Sea  angling 
continues  to  supply  excellent  sport  m  the  offing, 
innumerable  parties  having  durmg  the  past  week 
secured  scores  of  whiting,  gurnet,  codhng,  etc., 
near  th-  Bell  Buoy.  From  th  ^  piers  and  quays  the 
takes  have  increased  considerably.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)  —The  contuiued  low 
state  of  the  river  confines  anglers  to  early  mormng 
and  late  evening  fishmg  for  trout,  whde  some  good 
catches  of  roach,  perch,  and  eels  are  recorded  from 
near  Cowley,  St.  David's  Station,  Exmck,  and  the 
Creedy.  Canal  fishing  is  reported  as  very  good. 
Topsham  Locks  is  now  as  popular  as  the  late 
Salmon  Pool  Gardens,  for  here  you  can  enjoy  good 
fare,  including  whitebait,  supplied  expeditiously  and 
well  at  popular  prices.  Mullet  fishmg  is  faurly  good 
at  Exmouth  Docks,  over  100  having  been  caught 
in  the  last  week  or  so,  Mr.  Wilde  securmg  one  over 
2ilb.  on  Aug.  4.  Eels  of  fine  si.e  up  to  31b.,  have 
blen  caught  on  rod  and  Une  by  Messrs  R.  Mostyn 
and  Cobley  on  the  pier;  also  bass  at  mght  the 
fortunate  captors  being  Messrs,  Wylde,  Perry,  Beck, 
Ducherer,  Bastin  and  Titley.— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— With  the  water  running 
clear,  and  the  weather  unsettled,  sport  has  been 
ouiet  durmg  the  holidays,  and  no  good  catches  are 
reported  either  from  the  Lea  Stort  or  Beane. 
The  perch  in  the  Lea  are  in  good  condition,  but  are 
hard  to  get  at,  owing  to  the  weeds.  The  bream  in 
the  lower  reaches  do  not  appear  to  be  feeding  at  all 
well  this  season.  Evening  is  the  best  time  for 
roach-fishing  now,  and  good  stations  to  try  are 
Hoddesdon,  Rye  House,  Ware,  and  Hertford.— 
IzAAK  Walton. 

I,n«r<r  and  An-oxr  (Leomlnitar).— Both  streams 
have  been  running  coloure  d  and  have  improved  in 
.eight  since  the  l.eavy  fall  of  rain  at  t:  e  end  ol  last 
week    The  weather  has  been  unsettled,  but  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out.    Sport  has  not  been  bnsk. 
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but  some  fair  fish  taken  bottom  fishing  with  wasp 
grub.  With  fine  weather  the'e  should  be  good 
sport  with  the  fly  next  week. — B. 

Nene  (Poterboronglx). — Beneficial  rains  have 
fallen  at  liist ;  they  weie  ju.st  what  was  needed  to 
]>ut  the  river  in  condition,  and  now  the  water  is  in 
good  colour.  Roach  fishing  has  been  the  leading 
sport  of  the  past  week,  some  very  g  )od  bags  having 
been  secured,  and  some  fine  fi-'h  have  be3n  landed. 
Mr.  F.  Peake,  jun.,  took  no  less  than  close  upon 
three  stone  weight,  the  heaviest  weighing  1  lb.  5o7., 
and  there  weie  about  twenty  scaled  upwards  of  1  lb. 
Mr.  Geoige  Ward,  of  Fletton,  fishing  near  the  Town 
Bridge,  secured  <  n  Monday  morning  (August  7)  a 
roach  weighing  1  lb.  7Joz. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleisrh  Salterton). — At  time  of  re- 
porting (Aug.  9)  the  river  is  at  a  very  good  level 
for  the  fly  ;  the  late  freshets  have  done  a  great  deal 
of  good,  having  cleared  awav  a  lit  of  rotten  weed 
and  other  matter.  A  rod  fishing  the  RoUe  water 
on  the  afternoon  of  Aug.  4,  killed  five  trout 
weighing  CJlb.  This  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  best 
takes  of  the  season — best  fish  was  l|lb.  All  were 
taken  on  wet  fly  (Silver  and  Blue)  in  the  pools, 
there  being  no  r  ise  at  all  at  natural  fly.  There  was 
a  good  head  of  water  in  tlie  river  after  a  freshet, 
and  the  south  wind  was  bl  )wing  up-stream.  Ex- 
cepting this  catch,  fishing  for  the  past  week  has 
been  very  quiet. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — There  has  not  been 
anything  in  the  way  of  specimen  fish  taken  here 
during  the  holidays,  but  plenty  of  medium  sized 
loach,  rudd,  and  dace.  One  gentleman  among  his 
lot  took  a  nice  31b.  8oz.  chub.  The  bream,  of  which 
there  are  large  shoals  going  about  here,  have  most 
obstinately  refused  to  be  tempted,  and  nothing  over 
1  \h.  in  the  perch  line  has  come  in.  The  water  is 
rather  clear,  but  a  better  head  coming  down  now 
Wednesday),  so  it  will  thicken  a  little  directly. — 
.\,  Scjvrd. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  in  very  fair 
condition,  and  has  been  during  the  holidays.  Here 
and  there  a  good  take  of  bream  has  come  under  my 
notice,  the  roach  too  have  been  taking  wheat  nicely. 
The  general  complaint,  however,  has  been  that  they 
run  very  small.  Some  fine  perch  have  been  seen 
feeding  in  various  parts  of  the  river,  and  no  doubt 
would  fall  victims  to  a  minnow  nicely  presented  to 
them,  or  to  a  small  spoon  bait.  I  consider  prospects, 
at  least  for  the  next  few  days,  very  favourable. — 
Chas.  a.  Bryant. 

Plsmiouth. — The  few  showers  have  improved  the 
condition  of  the  rivers  a  trifle,  especially  the  Tavy. 
One  fisherman  who  is  on  a  visit  to  this  district  had 
eight  very  good  peal  one  day  last  week,  in  fact 
all  rods  have  been  doing  well.  Trout  have  been 
sporting  after  the  welcome  rain.  StiU  more  rain  is 
wanted.  On  the  Dart  a  few  salmon  have  been 
taken,  but  a  good  flood  is  wanted  to  bring  the  fish 
higher  up. — William  Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
secli). — The  long-expected  change  in  <he  weather 
has  at  last  come,  and  now  anglers  are  supposed  to 
be  happy.  Rain  commenced  to  fall  in  tfiis  neigh- 
bourhood early  on  the  morning  of  Aug.  4,  and  has 
fallen  in  more  or  less  quantities  every  day  since, 
and  at  pre-ent  there  is  every  appearance  of  un- 
settled weatlier.  As  the  rain  came  principally  from 
the  eastern  quarter,  it  has  not  affected  the;e  live'S 
S3  much  as  could  be  expected,  and  they  are  still 
low,  but  in  much  better  condition  than  for  some 
time  past,  and  consequently  sport  all  round  has 
improved  in  a  corresponding  degiee. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SufiEblk). — Water  still  clear,  and 
the  floodgates  being  now  repaired,  the  river  in  the 
deeps  is  now  again  at  its  summer  level,  but  no 
stream  running.  Some  bream  have,  however,  been 
taken  during  the  holidays,  amongst  others  Mr.  J. 
Hunt  had  a  brace  going  (ilb.  Several  tench  have 
also  been  captured,  but  roach  of  any  size  seem 
completely  oft  feed.  A  good  rain  for  angling  pur- 
poses is  badly  wanted. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Cliicliester  Canal. — Rain 
has  visited  us  daily  in  the  south,  but  rivers  are  in 
fair  order.  The  holiday  angling  was  not  a  great 
success.  From  East  Sussex  Messrs.  Gunn,  Holmes, 
and  Snelgrove  have  had  roach  and  dace  from  tha 
Cuckmere.  A  large  contingent  of  London  anglers 
visited  the  Ouse  on  Sunday,  but  takes  were  imsatis- 
factory.  Mr.  Markwick  capt  ired  a  roach  of  14oz., 
and  Mr.  G.  Eustace  four  fish — best  roacn,  lib.  3oz. 
Chichester  Canal  has  been  in  good  order  and  well 
patronised.  On  Saturday  evening  Mr.  Walter 
Fowler,  fishing  at  the  basin,  captured  ten  bream — a 
bag  of  191b.,  some  few  fish  of  over  21b.  A  cjuantity 
of  bream  up  to  l|lb.,  and  roach  of  14oz.  have  been 
taken,  a  few  snrall  perch  and  a  tench  of  IJlb. 
Eels  have  taken  live  and  dead  baits,  some  few  going 
21b.  Smeltfi  are  plentiful  in  the  harbour,  from  four 
to  Hix  dozen  have  been  taken  per  tide.  Bass  up  to 
21b.  have  be&n  captured  by  hand -lines,  and  a  few 
tiahnon  near  CoppercS  Point  by  the  netsmen, — 
Glorgk  F.  Salter. 


Teifi  (Llandyssil). — The  river  has  risen  well,  and 
rain  is  still  falling.  There  is  every  probability  of  a 
very  good  spate,  if  not  a  flood.  I  hear  there  has 
been  a  good  run  of  sewin,  and  many  salmon  have 
been  seen.  Several  have  risen  to  the  fly  and  one 
broke  away,  but  none  caught  as  yet.  There  should 
be  a  good  run  of  salmon  if  the  water  rises  a  little 
more.    A  few  nice  trout  taken. — Vic. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). —  The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  running  coloured,  and  has  risen  several  inches  ; 
but  a  good  deal  of  the  colour  is  surface  water,  and 
will  soon  run  off.  Heavy  rain  fell  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  accompanied  by  a  gale  of  wind,  and  angling 
was  (luiet  at  the  end  of  the  week.  The  rain  has 
greatly  improved  the  water,  and  when  it  gies  clear 
again,  there  will  be  some  good  sport.  There  has 
been  a  good  few  anglers  out,  the  chief  fishing 
done  being  waso  grub  and  worm,  the  trout,  roach, 
chub,  and  g  ayling  taking  it  freely,  and  s  )me  fair 
lots  of  nice  trout  from  Jib.  to  lib.  and  over  have 
been  landed  wit'i  it.  Fly  fishing  has  been  cjuiet. 
but  if  there  is  no  more  rain  befoie  the  end  of  the 
week,  it  will  be  in  fine  condition,  and  good  sport 
should  be  had.  A  pike  was  taken  up  the  Teme 
with  minnow  on  Aug.  4.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  stained.  Good  sport  had  in 
them  with  wasp  grub. — S.  Ludlow. 

Torcross  I^ey. — Water  in  good  condition.  Perch 
and  rudd  giving  excellent  sport — an  average  of  over 
200  per  rod  each  day  during  the  past  week. — Wm. 

VrCKERY. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neiffhbouring 
Rivers. — The  rain  of  the  last  few  days  has  slightly 
improved  s  iino  of  our  northern  streams.  At  the 
time  of  writing  the  North  Tyne  is  in  good  fishing 
order.  Two  good  baskets  ot  trout  were  made  on 
the  Barrasford  water  with  fly.  The  George  Hotel 
water,  ChoUerford,  has  afforded  good  sport  with  fly 
and  minnow.  I  have  just  heard  that  the  South 
Tyne  on  one  particular  portion  is  infested  with 
pike.  A  few  anglers  have  already  succeeded  in 
killing  some  heavy  fish,  the  largest  I  am  told 
scaling  14lb.  The.e  is  altogether  a  tone  for  the 
back-end  fishing.  Sea  trout  have  been  tiken  with 
the  nets  at  Wylam,  and  should  the  present  rain 
last  a  few  days  the  Tyne  will  experience  a  heavy 
run  of  salmon.  1  believe  a  tinge  of  colour  was  in 
the  Coquet  a  few  days  ago.  On  Aug.  3  there  was 
a  run  of  sea-trout.  Some  decent  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  killed  with  fly  and  worm.  Sea  fishing  is 
well  on  the  swing.  Good  kills  of  mackerel  are 
reported  all  along  the  coast,  from  Marsden  Rocks 
to  Alnmouth.  Principal  baits :  Long  silver  spinner 
and  soleskin  flies. — Hy.  A.  Murton,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — In  consequence  of  the  heavy  rains 
of  last  week  there  was  a  considerable  rise  in  the 
river  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  the  water  was 
in  capital  order  on  Monday,  but  only  two  fish  were 
reported  taken,  Mrs.  Lister  landing  one  of  lOlb.  in 
the  Bindings,  and  Major  Trevor  one  of  similar 
weight  in  Parker's  Hole.  The  river  has  since  rapidly 
run  down,  and  there  will  not  be  much  more  sport 
until  there  is  a  rise  of  from  three  to  four  feet.  A 
few  trout,  eels,  flatfish,  etc..  were  taken  v/ith  ground 
bait  when  the  river  was  thick. — T.  Rees. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St. 
James). — Roach  have  p  ovided  some  exieptionally 
good  angling,  judging  from  the  catches  recorded. 
Mr.  Charity  ,  capt  jred  142,  Mr.  Wright,  55,  Mj. 
Popple,  50,  and  Mr.  Sherrard,  32.  A  very  fine 
roach,  scaling  21b.  2oz.,  was  landed  by  P,Ir.  Briggs, 
and  Mr.  Stroud  sesuied  one  weighing  lib.  5|oz. 
All  the  fish  were  in  good  condition. — E.  A.  S. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon) — Bream  up  to  2  J  lb. 
and  perch  of  21b.  have  been  taken,  as  well  as 
general  bags  of  sizeable  fish.  The  fishing  ha.s  been 
very  good  to-day  (Aug.  9),  perhaps  the  best  this 
season. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire), — The  rain  we 
had  on  Thursday,  Aug.  3,  only  discoloured  thess 
rivers  for  a  few  days,  and  raised  them  but  a  few 
inches,  and  was  not  much  detriment,  not  even  to 
the  fly  man,  the  bottom  fishermen  having  a  little 
advantage.  The  water  now  has  become  clear  and 
very  low,  despite  the  showers  we  keep  having.  A 
good  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  some  fair 
baskets  of  fish  have  been  taken,  both  from  the 
Wye  and  :  upper  i  reaches  of  the  Derwent,  the 
Darley  Dale  Club's  portion  of  the  latter 
liver  yielding  a  brace  or  two  per  rod,  but 
no  heavy  baskets  of  fish  do  I  hear  of.  The 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
water  has  afforded  its  members  fairly  good 
sport,  they  have  had  mixed  baskets  of  trout  and 
grayling  with  a  sprinkling  of  roach  und  barbel. 
There  has  also  been  a  good  few  fish  taken  at  What- 
standwell ;  these  have  been  mixed  creels  of  various 
kinds.  The  prospect  for  tho  next  few  days  is 
favourable,  weather  showery  and  mild.  Useful 
flies  are  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Ant,  Black 
Gnat,  Golden  D\m,  August  Dun,  Cinnamon  Fly, 
and  Orange  Dun. — Dotterel.  , 


Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Derwent,  Nidd,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — There  is  no  question  but  that  the 
recent  rains  have  improved  angling  prospects  very 
considerably,  but  as  yet  the  trout  have  not  done 
really  well,  owing  doubtless  to  atmospheric  con- 
ditiorrs.    Thunder  has  hung  about  for  days,  and 
this  fact  doubtless  has  its  effect  upon  the  fish.  Most 
of  the  trout  fishermen  I  met  on  ttie  upper  Yore 
on  Monday,  and  there  were  lots  out,  had  only  meagre 
sport,  but  we  may  anticipate  better  things  with 
confidence  now  there  is  more  water  to  fish  in  than 
there  has  been  for  a  long  time.  I  saw  Mr.  Lawrence, 
of  Sheffield,  who  is  spending  his  holiday  in  the 
deeps  of  the  Yore  below  Middleham,  and  he  had 
upwards  of  fifty  roach  and  dace ;  and  he  tells  me 
he  has  been  getting  some  fifty  to  ninety  daily, 
although    he    admits    that    they    might    be  a 
little  larger,  but  it  is  fully  too  early  to  expect 
large  roach  and   dace  yet.    Other  anglers  have 
done    well    in    this    water,    and    a    few  pike 
have    been    caught    in    very    fair  condition. 
In  the  districts  of  Masham,  Hackfall,  Tanfi3ld,  and 
Ripon  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out ;  sport 
on  the  whole  has  been  very  fair.    Some  very  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly, 
minnow,  and  worm.  Lower  down  at  Boroughbridge 
and  Myton   the    bottom    fishermen    have  met 
with  very  fair  sport  amongst  the  coarse  fish. 
Since  the  rain  sport  on  the  Swale  has  greatly 
improved.     In    the  upper    reaches  at  Mucker, 
Richmond,  Easby,  and   Catterick  Bridge  several 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  some  very  nice  baskets 
have  been  got.     The  38th  Annual  All-England 
Match  was  held  on  Bank  Holiday  at  Skiptin  Bridge, 
Thitsk.  Theie  were  304  competitors,  and  the  fishing 
was  fairly  good.    Most  of  the  heavy  weights  in  fisii 
were  caught  in  the  first  hour  or  two,  after  which 
theie  was  a  fall  of  rain,  which  interfered  with 
sport.    The  principal  prize-winners  were: — 1,  Mr. 
Whittaker,  Keighley,  £5,   91b.  SJoz. ;   2,  £4,  T. 
Bums,  Leeds,   lilb.    lUoz.  :    3,    W.  Henderson, 
York,  01b.  S^oz. ;   4,  J.   Pickersgill,'  Leeds,  51b. 
lofoz. ;  5,  C.  Alford,  51b.  9Joz. ;  6,  J.  Carr,  5lb. 
9ioz.  ;  7,  C.  R.  Skelton,  51b.  Vjoz. ;  8,  S.  S.  Bains, 
Sl'b.  Goz. :  9,  R.  W.  Day,  61b.  5Joz. ;    10,  J.  T. 
Pickersgill,  51b.  2Joz.,  and  twenty  -  two  smaller 
prizes  were  given.    The  Wharfe  has  been  running 
in  fair  condition,  and  during  the  holidays  a  few 
showers  have  fallen  daily,  but  they  have  not  mado 
much  difference  to  the  condition  of  this  river.  In 
the  upper  reaches  some   very  nice  baskets  of 
trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught  at  Grassington, 
Burns  all,  Bolton  Woods  and  Ilkley,  with  the  fly. 
Beyond  this  district  the  bottom  fishermen  have 
also   met   with  very  good  sport  at  Wetherby, 
Boston    Spa,    and    Tadcaster.      At    the  latter 
place  some  fine  baskets  of  dace  have  been  got 
with    the    maggot.      The    Derwent    has  been 
running  in  fair  angling  trim  in  the  upper  reaches. 
Oa    Monday    last    the    Derwent    Angling  Club 
(Malton)  held  a  friendly  match  at  Howe  Bridga. 
Despite    the    late    rains,    sport    was  generally 
poor,  the  fish  being  altogether  off  the  feed.  Twenty- 
four  anglers  competed,  and  the  following  were  the 
results  : — T.  Nendick,  York,  first ;  S.  Leaman,  Nor- 
ton, second ;  J.  C.  Gray,  York,  third.   On  Saturday 
last  several  members  of  the  York  Cattle  Market 
turned  out  to  fish  their  sweepstake  at  Newton.  The 
river  was  very  rough,  but  fair  baskets  were  got.  M. 
Jackson  first  prize,E.  Young  second,J. Harrison  third. 
Messrs.  Thompsons,  Richardson,  Metcalf,  Hughill 
and  Coulson  had  gjod  sport,  their  combined  weight 
bsing  25lb.  lOJoz.    Mr.  M.  Jackson  gained  a  gold 
medal  given  by  Mr.  G.  Young.     Rain  has  been 
hanging  about  for  several  days  past,  and  at  the 
time  of  sending  this  report  it  is  raining  pretty 
heavily.    Prospects  for  the  coming  week-end  will 
be  giod.    The  b-^st  flies  will  be  Brown  Owl,  St;one 
Midge,  Poult  Bba,  Oranga  Partridge,  and  August 
Brown. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— The  following  have  been  the  best  baskets  since 
last  reported  :  July  22,  Messrs.  Tucker,  London,  on 
Loch  Cama,  twenty  one  trout,  8|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Gilroy, 
Dundee,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  seventeen  trout,  5ilb. 
On  July  24,  Messrs.  Tucker,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty- 
five  trout,  8flb. ;  and  Mr.  Gilroy,  on  Loch  Cama, 
fifteen  trout,  6flb.  On  July  26,  Messrs.  Tucker,  on 
Loch  Cama,  twenty  trout,  bib.  On  July  27,  Messrs. 
Tucker  fished  Loch  Boailan  and  landed  forty-three, 
12 Jib.  On  Aug.  28  Mr.  Dale,  London,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty-eight  trout,  91b. ;  and  Messrs.  Tucker, 
twenty-one  trout,  averaging  Jib.  each,  and  a  ferox 
weighing  41b.  On  Aug.  31  the  last-named  had 
twenty-five  trout,  91b.,  on  Loch  Boarlan;  and  on 
Aug.  1  thirty-two,  91b.,  on  Loch  Cama.  On  Aug.  2 
Messrs.  Dixon,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty 
trout,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Dale,  on  Loch  Mheallain,  twenty- 
seven,  91b ;  and  Messrs.  Tucker,  on  Loch  Cama, 
twenty,  111b.  On  Aug.  3  Mr.  Dale,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  seventeen,  5lb. ;  Messrs.  Dixon,  on  Loch 
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Cama,  sixteen,  5ilb.  ;  and  Professor  Crossley, 
twenty-eight.  Bilh.  On  Aug.  4,  same  lochs, 
Professor  Crossley,  twenty-four,  Tib.  ;  Mr.  Dale, 
fourteen,  41b. ;  and  Messrs.  Dixon,  thirty-four,  i31b. 
On  Aug.  5  Mr.  Dixon,  on  Cama,  eighteen,  51b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Dale,  on  Urigill,  forty,  13Jlb.  On  Aug.  7  nine 
anglers  out ;  sport  excellent.  Particulars  in  next 
report. — B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  July  28, 
■Messrs.  Gerwood  and  Fleming  had  seven  sea- trout, 
81b.,  and  one  salmon,  K  lb.  On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  Horton, 
salmon,  ITJlb. ;  Mr.  McDonald,  grilse,  81b.;  Mr. 
McRae,  eight  trout,  81b.  River  now  in  good 
order.— D.  Macdonald. 

Beanly  and  Conon. — The  recent  rains  have  raised 
these  rivers  fully  eighteen  inches,  with  the  result 
that  better  sport  was  obtained  during  the  past 
week.  Fishing  the  Home  and  Falls  beats  of  the 
Beaulv  from  Beaufort  Castle  the  Me.-s  s.  Phipps 
had  the  following  sport: — On  July  31,  three  grilse 
of  4lb.,  o^lb.,  and  61b.,  as  well  as  two  sea-trout  of 
IJlb.  each;  on  Aug.  1,  two  grilse  of  Gib.  and  lib.  ; 
on  Aug.  2,  two  grilse  of  51b.  and  Oilb. :  on  Aug.  3, 
one  salmon  of  lb\h.  ;  on  Aug.  4,  one  grilse  of  71b.  ; 
on  Aug.  5,  one  grilse  of  71b.  landed  by  Mrs.  Phipps. 
This  makes  a  total  of  nine  grilse,  one  salmon,  and 
two  sea-trout.  The  total  take  of  the  two  beats  fnr 
■July  was  two  salmon  of  lOlb.  and  f.lb.,  sixty-one 
grilse  ranging  from  4i\h.  to  81b.,  and  eleven  sea- 
trout  averaging  1  lb.  lOoz.  The  nets  have  now  been 
taken  cfi  for  the  season,  and  on  the  upper  reaches 
ten  grilse  ranging  from  -lib.  to  61b.  and  two  salmon 
of  8lb.  and  1 1  lb.  have  been  creeled.  In  the  tidal 
waters  a  few  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout  were  got,  as 
well  as  a  grilse  of  51b.  On  the  Conon  the  net  fishers 
had  the  best  catch  of  the  season,  while  the  rods 
have  done  fairly  well.  Seven  gi-i  se  weighing  from 
41b.  to  7ilb.,  as  well  as  two  salmon  of  71b.  and  8Ib., 
have  been  creeled,  and  large  numbers  are  rapidly 
ascending  to  the  upper  beats.  Lochs  Moillie 
.\KD  MoxAB. — These  two  lochs  in  Glen  Strath- 
farar  have  afforded  splendid  angling  during  the 
past  week.  Ba  kets  up  to  Sib.  and  11  lb.  have 
been  got  on  the  former,  while  on  Monar  a  creel  of 
161b.  was  brought  in,  the  heaviest  trout  weighing 
4lb.  4oz.  On  the  Glass  anglers  from  the  Cannich 
Hotel  continue  to  have  very  fair  baskets  of  brown 
trout,  creels  of  from  71b.  to  11  lb.  having  been  got. 
Lochs  Rosque,  Achanalt,  Luichart,  and  Garve. 
— The  above  four  lochs  in  western  Ross-shire  con- 
tinue to  be  steadily  fished,  and  afford  good  returns. 
Parties  from  Sir  Arthur  Begnold's  at  Lochrosque, 
and  from  Ledgown  on  the  other  side,  have  had 
some  splendid  baskets  cn  Lochrosque.  the  best 
recorded  being  one  of  171b.  on  Aug.  4,  the  heaviest 
trout  weighing  51b.  3oz.  Messrs.  Beaufort  and 
Scmn-iervilie  had  only  fair  sport  on  Achanalt,  the 
shoals  of  pike  greatly  interfering  with  sport.  On 
Loch  Luichart  anglers  from  the  Garve  Hotel  had 
several  good  creels  of  trout,  notably  two  baskets  of 
111b.  and  141b.  on  Aug.  2,  and  one  of  131b.  on 
Aug.  4.  Numerous  boats  from  Strathpeffer  and 
Garve  continue  to  fish  Loch  Garve  daily.  From 
the  hotel  Father  Mcintosh  was  the  most  successful 
wielder  of  the  rod,  his  returns  including  baskets 
of  81b.,  111b.,  and  121b.  Other  boats  brought  in 
Ijaskets  of  71b.  to  !)lb.,  one  angler  from  the  Strath 
having  a  beautiful  basket  of  161b.  on  Aug.  5. 
Loch  Maree. — Shoals  of  sea-trout  continue  to 
arrive  on  Loch  Maree  with  the  result  that  another 
successful  week's  angling  was  had.  Fishing  from 
Mr.  MacalUster's  Loch  Maree  Hotel,  on  Aug.  1,  Mr. 
Wotherspoon  had  five  sea-trout,  weighing  3^1b.  ; 
Mr.  Aulcl,  seven,  weighing  31b.  ;  Mr.  Va-;sey,  two  of 
21b.  ;  Mr.  Percy  Jude,  eight  of  51b.  ;  Rev.  Mr. 
-Alworth,  four  of  2^1b.  ;  Messrs.  Lyle  and  Kemp 
Wel-sh,  sharing  the  same  boat,  nine  sea  trout,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  TurnbuU,  nine  of  41b.  ;  Mr.  Bolton,  eight  of 
4ilb. ;  Mr.  Murray,  five,  weighing  2^1b.  ;  Mr.  Leake, 
eleven,  scaling  81b.;  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  five, weighing 
an  average  of  8oz.  each.  On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  Wother- 
spoon  had  seven,  weighing  Jib.  each  ;  Mr.  Buchanan, 
i^ix  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  Boulton,  five  of  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Turn- 
bull,  twelve  of  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Leake,  eight  of  4Jlb.  ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Ackworth,  six  of  41b. ;  Mr.  Lyle  and  Mr. 
Kemp  Welsh,  again  fishing  frorn  the  same  boat, 
five  of  3 Jib.  ;  and  Mr.  Percy  Jude,  ?even  of  41b. 
The  take  for  the  two  days  wat  thus  12!)  tr  )ut, 
scaling  841b.  The  peculiarity  about  the  catch  is 
that  while  on  the  two  previous  weeks  the  fish 
averagf d  1  lb.,  last  week  they  only  scaled  an 
average  of  lOJoz.  Ullapool. — Fishing  from  the 
C'ale(i(,nian  Hotel,  Ullapool,  some  good  fishing  was 
had  last  wo;k.  Dr.  Wright  Ramford,  on  Loch- 
badnafthlia.se,  had  thirty-eight  trout,  Kcaling  181b., 
on  July  25,  and  Messrs.  Ducat,  Dawson,  and  Mc- 
Jftnnftt,  Edinburgh,  on  Lochfad,  twelve,  scaling  filb. 
On  .July  27,  Mr.  D.  McKenzie,  Glasgow,  on  Lochfad, 
thirtee  <  trout,  101b.,  heaviest,  21b.  8oz.  On  same 
kch,  Messrs.  Duoat,  Dawson,  and  McJennet  had 
sixteen,  71b.,  and  Messrs.  Condie  and  Sherry,  Leith, 
twelve,  101b.,  on  the  same  date,  the  heaviest  2 Jib. 
On  July  28,  Dr.  Wright  Ramford,  on  Lochbadnach- 
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liase,  thirty-seven  trout,  weighing  161b;  Messis. 
Ducat,  Dawson,  and  McJennet,  cn  Lochfad,  sixteen 
t''out,  131b.,  the  heaviest  weighing  21b.  6oz.  On 
the  same  date,  Mr.  Henders  jn  had  eleven,  scaling 
61b.,  on  Lochbanljchan. — A.  R. 

Border  ISsk  and  Iiiddle. — These  rivers  are  run- 
ning low,  and  the  best  sport  is  had  at  night  fishing. 
In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  Mr.  W.  Elliott, 
Newcastle,  had  several  herling ;  Mr.  Hedges,  Man- 
cbe^ter,  had  one  sei-trout  and  some  he'  ling  at  night 
fishing;  Mr.  A.  Hardie,  Newcastleton,  on^  sei- 
trout  and  a  few  herling.  In  Langholm  Water, 
M  •.  W.  Weatherstone  had  one  sea-trout  and 
some  herling ;  Mr.  "^V.  Bell,  two  se.i-trout  a  .d 
two  he  lina; ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  Canonbie,  creeled  eleven 
sea-trout  in  the  mid  r  eaches  during  the  week  ;  Dr. 
Paters^n,  nine  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  herling ;  Mi'. 
J.  J.  Neilson  had  over  a  dozen  herling ;  Mr.  A. 
Keen,  Rowanburn,  five  sea-trout  and  four  herling; 
Mr.  Tom  Steel,  eight  sea -trout  and  six  herling; 
Rev.  R.  H.  KeiT,  four  sea-trout  and  several  hading  ; 
Mr.  Walter  li  ving,  three  sea-troirt ;  Messr.s.  Walter 
Murray,  A.  Poiteoirs,  W.  Riddle  and  S.  McKune 
have  each  had  sea-trout  and  herling  in  Canonbie 
wate".  Some  splendid  salmon  were  got  in  the  Solway 
Firth,  birt  grilse  are  very  disappointing.  As  the 
autumn  salmon  are  beginning  to  run  there  will  not 
be  many  grilse  this  season.  In  Langholm  water, 
Mr.  Jackson  had  four  sea-trout  at  night  fishing ; 
Mr.  Robertson,  two  sea-tro'it  and  soma  yellow 
trovrt ;  Mr.  J.  Harkness,  a  few  sea-trout  and  some 
herling  ;  Mr.  Jameso  i,  one  sea-trout ;  Dr.  Anderson 
four  sea-trout  in  the  mid  reaches;  Mr.  W.  Bell, 
two  sea-trout  and  somehBrling;  Mr.  A.  Thompson 
had  some  yellow  trout  in  Ewes,  while  other  anglers 
have  had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  Tarras 
and  Wauchope.  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  two  sea-trout 
and  several  yellow  trout  in  the  Upper  Esk ;  Mr. 
Johnson,  three  sea-trout  at  a  night  fishing ;  Mr. 
W.  Armstrong,  four  sea-trout  and  some  herling  in 
Canonbie  Water ;  Mr.  Reed,  Arthuret,  several 
herling ;  Mr.  W.  Chambers,  Longtown,  two  sea- 
trout  and  four  herUng  ;  Mr.  Rowe,  two  sea-trout  and 
four  herling ;  Mi  .R.  Steel,  some  sea-trout  and  herling, 
in  Canonbie  ;  Mr.  J.  Waters,  four  herling  and  two 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  Edgar,  two  sea-trout  and  five 
herling;  Mr.  J.  Cowan,  Newcastleton,  three  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling.  Herling  are  being  got  in 
the  Willow  and  Cauldron  Pools  of  the  Double  water. 
Messrs.  A.  Irving  and  J.  Warwick  have  each  had 
sea-troirt  in  Langholm  water ;  Dr.  Belilo  had  four 
sea-trout  and  some  herling  in  the  mid  reaches  of 
the  Esk;  Mr.  J.  Clarke,  one  sea-troat  in  Lang- 
holm water ;  Mr.  J.  Beattie,  two  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout  in  Liddle  water :  Mr.  J. 
Walker,  two  sea-trout  and  s  jme  herling ;  Mr. 
Edgar,  a  few  herling  and  !a  good  basket  of 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Story,  three  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Murray,  two  sea-trout,  a 
few  lierling,  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Ferguson, 
three  sea-trout  and  several  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  A. 
Jardine,  four  sea-trout  in  lower  Liddle;  Mr.  J.  Keir, 
three  sea-trout  and  four  herling ;  Mr.  Little,  two 
dozen  yellow  trout:  Mr.  J.  Nichol,  two  sea- trout 
and  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout. — Gilnockie. 

Carron   (Baster  Rosa.   Ardgay,   N.B.)  — The 

first  fi  h  l.inde.i  with  the  rod  cn  tlris  river  for  at 
least  two  months  was  caught  on  Monday  by  Mr. 
Alex.  Littlejohn,  of  Invercharron— a  nrce  salrrron 
weighing  !tlb.  The  net  fishings  at  the  estuary  are 
now  rjipidly  falling  off  in  productiveness  every 
week.  During  tlie  past  week  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's 
Skibo  fishings  at  the  head  of  the  Dirnoch  Firth 
yielded  loss  than  half  that  of  thj  previous  week. 
On  Mr.  Anderson's  Invercharron,  as  well  as  on  the 
Balnown  fishings  on  :the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  the 
drop  was  still  greater.  Altogether  it  is  estimated 
that  not  more  than  12cwt.  of  salmon  and  grilse 
were  despatched  to  the  southern  markets  in  the 
course  of  the  week.  — B. 


Durness. — Fishing  from  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on 
Aug.  I,  Colonel  Butler,  London,  on  Kyle  of  Durness, 
had  eight  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  A.  F.  Bristowe,  London, 
thirtee'i  (heaviest,  IJlb.),  arrd  on  Loch  Cealladail , 
one,  4Jlb.  On  Aug.  2,  Colonel  Butler,  on  Kyle  of 
Durno  s,  seven,  7Jlb. :  Mr.  A.  F.  Bii->towo,  on  Lor'h 
Airidh  Nabienne,  eighty,  20lb.  On  Aug.  3,  Mr.  A. 
F.  Bristowo,  on  Lo  h  C'calhidail,  two.  81b.  ^hoa^  iest, 
4Jlb.).  On  Aug.  5,  Dr.  and  M  s.  Ferguson,  Paisley, 
on  Kyle  of  Dn'  ness,  three,  5lb.  (heaviest,  2pb.) ;  Drs. 
Hunter  and  Mi  Idleton,  on  Lo-jh  Cealladril,  or\e,  5lb. 
On  Aug.  7,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fe  guson,  '  n  Kyle  of 
Durness,  six,  8lb.  (heavie-t,  A\h.)  ;  C  lon'd  and 
Mis.  Butle--,  six,  71b.  (heaviest,  Ulb.);  Drs.  Hunte  • 
and  Mi  Idleton,  on  Loch  Cioa-iphuill,  lour,  51b. 
(heaviest,  31b.). — J.  K.  Morrison. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Karris). — The  total  cat;;h  from  Aug.  1  to  Aug.  5 
is  as  follows: — Rodel :  two  salmon,  weighi-ig 
121b.  12oz.,  heaviest  71b.  ;  and  ninety-three  sea- 
t-out, weighing  561b.  15oz.,  heaviest  31b.  12oz. 
Finsbry:  thi  teen  sea  trout,  weighing  51b.  4oz., 
heaviest  lib.  loz. — G.  D.  Spirlino. 

InnHnadamph  Hotel  (Suth^flanfli. — OnAug. 
M'-.  Underhay,  onlnve  ",  one  grilse.  71b.  On  Aug.  3, 
Mr.  aid  M  s.  Young,  on  Loch  Awe,  eight  t  out,  ^Ib. 
On  Aug.  7,  Mr.  Underhay,  on  Inve",  one  grilse,  61b. ; 
Miss  Goddard  Jackson,  on  Inver,  one  g;ilse,  4pb., 
and  one  .salmon,  141b. — W.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth)  — Angling  has  greatly  imiroved 
both  on  the  higher  and  lower  leiches.  C  piou; 
rains  have  fallei  lately,  and  the  vari  us  streims 
have  been  in  full  ply.  Some  heavy  creels  have 
been  made  on  the  Shee  and  Ardle  tributaries. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  season  and  nearly 
all  the  sirmmer  angling  on  the  lochs  has  been  very 
indifferent,  but  of  late  trout  have  risen  freely,  and 
so  baskets  of  fine  trout  have  been  killed.  Drumoro 
and  Auchintaple  lochs  have  done  specially  well. — 
Iasgair. 

Tiochinver  fCula?  HoteI> — On  July  31,  Mr. 
Brown,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  "  Piscator,"  nine  trout, 
3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hunter,  eighteen,  5Jlb.  OnAug.  1,  Mis. 
Marshall,  one  trout.  If  lb.,  and  one  sea-trout,  Jib.; 
Mr.  Hunter,  ten  trout,  3 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Marshe.ll  (seal, 
twentv  fish  of  sorts ;  Dr.  Archdall,  thirteen  trout, 
.51b.  On  Aug.  3,  Dr.  Archdall,  six,  31b.  On  Aug.  4, 
Mr.  Collins,  one  salmon,  71b.,  and  two  sea-trout, 
4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Hunter,  one  trout,  31b.,  and  one  sea- 
trout,  l^lb.  ;  Misses  Hunter,  four  trout,  IJlb.  On 
Aug.  5,  "MacNab,"  two  trout,  Jib.,  and  three  sea- 
t  out,  41b.  The  weather  has  been  most  unfavour- 
able for  fishing  of  all  sorts  lately. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  not  been  nearly  so  favourable, 
angling  being  affected  by  either  too  strong  winds 
or  dead  calms,  while  the  light  has  been  rather 
strong.  Fish  however  have  been  taking  surprisingly 
well,  and  every  day  a  few  heavy  creels  have  been 
got.  Mr.  W.  Watson  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Dick,  Cowden- 
beath, %ad  forty-five  trout,  321b.  8oz.  Messrs. 
Tanqueray  and  Mr.  Cotterill,  Edinburgh,  had 
thirteen  trout,  171b.,  and  twen+y-three  trout, 
181b.,  in  two  days,  Mr.  Fred  Thompson  and 
Mr.  Graham,  St.  Andrew's,  seventeen  trout, 
171b.;  Mr.  R.  B.  Smith,  Perth,  thirteen  trout, 
101b.  ;  Mr.  Butters,  Perth,  fourteen  trout,  131b.  8oz. ; 
Dr.  Clark,  seventeen  trout,  91b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirk,  Burntisland,  sixteen  trout,  11  lb.  Soz. :  Messrs. 
Cooke,  Colchester,  eighteen  trout,  r21b.  ;  Mr.  Steel, 
Blackpark,  thirteen  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Farquharson 
and  Mr.  Stanley  Roberts,  Edinburgh,  twenty- 
three  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Nicholson,  Edinburgh, 
and  Mr.  Norris,  London,  twenty-one  trout, 
231b. ;  Mr.  J.  Fleming  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Sutherland, 
eighteen  trout,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Robertson  and 
Mr.  Calder,  Edinburgh,  twenty  trout,  181b.  4oz ; 
Mr.  Ernest  Scott,  Newcastle,  thirteen  trout,  1 1  lb. 
4oz.  ;  two  anglers  from  Edinburgh  had  sixteen 
trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk,  Burntisland,  six- 
teen trout,  111b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Gilbert  and  Master 
Wilson,  Dollar,  fifteen  trout,  101b.  Soz. :  Major 
Greig,  Coatbridge,  eleven  trout,  101b.  Glasgow 
District  Angling  Clubs  held  their  annual  com- 
petition on  the  loch  on  Friday,  when  ten 
clubs  were  represented,  each  club  team  con- 
sisting of  four  rods.  The  total  catch  was  286 
trout,  which  weighed  2241b.  Soz.  The  winning 
team  was  Coatbridge,  with  a  catch  of  thirty-seven 
trout,  261b.  13oz.  The  best  boat  result  was  twenty- 
three  trout,  161b.  15oz.  Seven  members  of  the 
Fifeshire  Club  captured  thirty-nine  trout,  311b. 
The  first  prize  was  gained  with  eleven  trout, 
71b.  5oz.  Twelve  rods  at  the  Leith  Fly  Fishers' 
Association  competition  creeled  forty-four  trout, 
381b.  13oz.  First  prize  was  awarded  for  a  catch 
of  ten  trout,  61b.  loz. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Iioch  Rannoch  (Iioch  Rannoch  Hotel). — On 
Aug.  7,  Dr.  Elder,  of  Edinburgh,  six  trout;  Rev. 
Mr.  Bell  and  son,  of  Whittlesey,  five:  and  Messrs. 
Walton  and  Herbert,  nine,  one  specimen  weighing 
over  41b, 
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Nortli  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  liver  has  been 
in  excellent  condition  since  the  last  fill,  and  where 
fish  are  fairly  plentiful,  good  sport  is  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  shooting  lodges  and  country  houses  are 
pull  up  in  readines?  for  the  Twelfth ;  and  the  river- 
side, where  there  is  angling  quarters,  full  of  rods, 
trouting  or  salraon  angling,  as  the  case  may  be,  with 
satisfactory  results.  The  Duchess  of  Fife  and  her 
party  are  having  excellent  sport  on  the  Mar 
Lodge  water.  Her  Royal  Highness  having  gone 
there  straight,  instead  of  staying  at  Duff 
House,  ixs  at  first  intended.  The  Invercauld, 
Balmoral,  and  Ballater  waters  are  yielding 
)i.  red  fish  or  two  moved  up  by  the  recent 
floods,  but  otherwise  little  of  the  grilse  that  are 
known  to  be  in  the  rivtr  are  being  got,  except  by 
early  morning  or  late  night  fishers,  the  chief 
lures  being  the  Loggie,  Silver  and  Blue,  Blue 
Charm,  and  such  like.  On  the  Deeside  Hydro  Dr. 
Stewart's  guests  are  getting  a  few  finnock,  but  on 
the  Aberdeen  tidals  excellent  baskets  are  being 
made  by  Capt.  Mackay,  Messrs.  Laing,  Jamieson, 
Robb,  tHaiper,  and  others.  Captain  Mackay 
had  seventeen  fish  scaling  as  many  pounds  on 
Saturday  last,  and  Messrs.  Robb  and  Harper 
421b.  of  finnock  between  them,  all  to  the  flv,  the 
Silver  and  Cinnamon  being  the  chief  lure.  Don. — 
The  liver  has  greatly  improved  with  the  recent 
floods,  and  excellent  trouting  has  been  got,  the 
most  succes?ful  being  Mr.  James  Symon,  keeper, 
Parkhill,  who  one  day  last  week,  up-stream  angling, 
landed  eight  fine  fish,  one  of  41b.,  three  over  21b., 
and  four  over  a  pound,  and  about  201b.  altogether 
of  others,  while  Mr.  James  Davidson,  Chailestown, 
Fife,  had  five  on  Tuesday  and  a  fine  basket  of  fifteen 
fish  on  Aug.  4,  while  on  the  Kintore  and  upper 
reaches  good  sport  is  being  had  by  fly  fishers  and 
wormers  alike.  Ythan. — On  the  Newburgh  waters 
(Mr.  Ritchie,  Udny  Arms),  61b.  to  121b.  baskets  wefe 
got  daily  of  excellent  fish,  the  best  average  creel 
being  ten  fish  scaling  121b.  by  Mr.  Tillard,  London. 
Several  21b.  trout  were  got,  and  very  satisfactory 
sport  both  to  fly  and  wormers.  Among  others 
fishing  from  the  hotel  with  success,  may  be  men- 
tioned Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Tillard,  Capt.  H.  Wood, 
Capt.  Balman,  Mr.  Beaumont,  etc. — G.  M. 

Overscai?  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  IT  B.). —  Since 
last  reported  the  following  baskets  have  been  made : 
On  July  24,  Dr.  Robert  Thomson,  Bournemouth, 
on  Top  Shin,  twenty  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wal- 
ker, Cupar  Angus,  N.B.,  on  Loch  Merkland,  eleven 
trout,  7 Jib.,  besides  two  ferox  of  5 Jib.  and  3 Jib. ; 
and  Miss  Walker,  Cupar  Angus,  fourteen  trout,  itlb., 
and  a  ferox  of  3Jlb.  On  July  25,  Dr.  R.  Thomson, 
on  Upper  Flag,  nine  trout,  4 Jib. ;  Mr.,  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Walker,  on  same  beat,  fifteen  sea-trout,  141b., 
heaviest  2|lb.  On  July  26,  Dr.  R.  Thomson, 
on  Top  Shin,  thirteen  trout,  4 Jib.;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Walker,  on  Lower  Mid  Shin,  one-and-a-half  dozen, 
6Jlb.;  and  Mrs.  Walker,  on  Mid  Shin,  nine  trout, 
4Jlb.  On  July  27,  Messrs.  Walker  and  Thomson, 
nine  sea-trout,  6 Jib.  On  July  28,  Dr.  jThomson, 
eleven  trout,  41b.;  Miss  Walker,  one-and-a-half 
dozen,  8Jlb.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  thirteen,  81b. 
On  July  29,  which  was  .stormy,  two  baskets  of 
twenty-three  trout,  7 Jib.  and  9Jlb. ,  were  made.  On 
July  31  Dr.  Thomson  had  seven  trout,  41b.,  and  Mr. 
and  Miss  Walker,  thirteen  sea-trout,  12Jlb.  (heaviest, 
21b.).— B. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  horling  in  the  Solway 
rivers  are  only  affording  moderate  sport  this  year. 
,  The  following  are  the  reports  from  a  few  of  the 
rivers  for  the  week  ending  on  Wednesday  (Aug.  9). — 
The  Annan.  A  fair  number  of  herling  have  been 
running  to  this  river,  but  sport  has  not  been  good, 
and  there  is  little  hope  of  any  improvement  until  a 
heavy  flood  takes  place  to  scour  the  bottom.  On 
Friday  night  a  few  herling  were  caught,  and  on  the 
previous  evening  Mr.  W.  Wright,  Ednam,  caught  the 
heaviest  sea-trout  taken  in  the  Border  rivers  this 
season.  The  trout,  which  was  taken  with  fly 
(J.  Jackson's  special  gold  and  owl),  weighed  6ilb. 
The  same  angler  had  a  brace  of  herling.  Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson  took  a  brace  of  sea-trout  on  Friday  night, 
weighing  IJlb.  each,  besides  six  herling.  These  were 
caught  at  Galabank,  near  the  old  fish-house.  Mr. 
T.  S.  Tweedie  had  five  herling  on  Friday  evening 
with  fly  at  the  Battery  Moat  pool,  and  Mr.  James 
Loudon  landed  a  similar  lot.  Dr.  Billing,  Church- 
street,  Blackpool,  and  Mr.  Wittal  had  indifferent 
sport,  though  they  had  half  a  dozen  herling  each  on 
two  different  occasions ;  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  had  a 
brace  or  two  at  Galabank  with  night  fly  ;  Mr.  [Robt. 
Graham,  fishing  the  Brewery  stream  with  brandling 
worm,  landed  four  herling ;  Mr.  Wm.  Scott  took 
eight  in  the  Brewery  pool  on  the  night  of  Aug.  4, 
besides  a  sea- trout  of  l;|lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Bell,*  three  or 
four  herling  with  night  fly;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  three 
on  the  night  of  Aug.  3  at  the  Howes  pool ;  Mr.  W. 
Johnstone,  five  and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Anderson, 
six  opposite  the  Howes  pool,  dyke  end.  On  the 
night  of  Aug.  3,  with  fly,  'Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  a  few 
and  one  sea-trout.    Mr.  Coleby  had  u  few  herling 
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on  the  evening  of  Aug.  4,  with  fly,  in  Northfield. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  Water,  Captain  Thorburn, 
Mr.   McKay,    and    Mr.    Paton,    of    Leith,  and 
Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  have  been  the  most 
successful    anglers,    but    there    have    been  no 
decent  baskets    caught    with    the    fly    in  this 
or  any  other  stretch  of  the  Annan  this  season. 
Mr.  Jas.  Dixon  and  Mr.  Thomas  Shortridge  Tweedie 
had  each  a  fair  lot  of  horling.    Mr.  Frank  Anderson 
caught  one  sea  trout  and  six  herling ;  Mr.  Jas. 
Loudon  four  herling ;  Mr.  Nicholson  six ;  Mr.  J. 
Beattie  four.    Mr.  James  Bell  took  a  couple  at  the 
Brewery    stream    and    two    below  Violetbank. 
Mr.  Willie  Johnstone  had  four   at  the  Howes 
Pool,    and    Mr.    J.    Johnstone    two.     Mr.  W. 
Wright    one    sea    trout    and    two    herling  on 
Monday  evening,  the  above  were  all  caught  with  fly 
between  the  hours  of  eight  and  ten  p.m.  Mr. 
Mason  Scott  had  a  nice  basket  of  herling,  with  day 
fly,  in  his  (,wn  portion  of  the  river  on  Monday. 
Mr.  Plant,  a  visitor,  fishing  the  Mount  Annan  water 
on  Tuesday,  caught  one  sea-trout  of  IJlb.,  and  six 
or  eight  herling.    A  number  of  the  villagers  of 
Brydekirk,  who  have   leave  to  fish  the  Mount 
Annan  water  on  one  or  two  evenings  of  each  week, 
by  kind  pormissioa  of  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Pasloy- 
Dirom,  lhave  had  a  few  herling  with   the  night 
fly.     Mr.   Andrew  Bell  has   had  a  fair  lot  of 
herling  and  odd  sea-trout  by  fishing  in  the  pools 
after  dark  at  Mount  Annan.    In  Hoddom  Castle 
Water,  which  can  be  fished  by  ticket,  anglers  have 
not  been  meeting  with  much  success  during  the 
daytime.      Local  anglers    have    had    odd  sea- 
trout  and  a  few  herling  with  the  night  fly.    In  the 
Castlemilk  portion  odd  sea-trout  andl  herling  are 
being  caught  after  dark,  but  day  fishing  with  fly 
has    been  disappointing.     In  the  Murraythwaite 
Water    a    brace    or    two    of    herling    and  odd 
.sea-trout  have   fallen   to    the  rods   who  fished 
the  stretch  below  the  mill,  cauld,  or  weir.  Angling 
has  been  very  poor  in  the  higher  waters. — The 
Dumfries  Nith. — A  small  flood  occurred  in  this 
river  on  Sctturday,  and  so  far  as  sport  is  concerned 
matters  have  in'no  way  improved.    In  some  of  the 
stretches  below  Auldgirth  there  is  a  fair  show  of  herl- 
ing," though  anglers  have  not  been  meeting  with  much 
sport.  In  the  Closeburn  section  local  rods  and  visitors 
have  been  getting  an  odd  sea-trout  or  two,  but  the 
herling  are  not  showing  in  this  part  of  the  river. 
The  yellow  trout  here  on  several  days  furnished 
moderate  baskets  with  fly.    In  the  Mid  Nithsdale 
waters  below  the  ducal  village  of  Thornhill,  local  rods 
are  still  getting  small  sea-trout  with  the  evening  fly. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The  catches 
of  herling  and  trout  have  not  been  so  good  during 
the  week.    Only  a  few  herling  are  being  caught 
in  the  evenings  with  fly.    The  Dee,  of  Kirkcud- 
brightshire,  appears    to    have    a    fair    show  of 
herling  in  its  lower  waters,  though  the  sport  has 
been  far  from  good.    The  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  is 
not  furnishing  much  sport  at  present.    On  the 
lochs     a    few    trout   have    been    caught  occa- 
sionally.   The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs.— 
Yellow  trout  have  not  been  rising  so  freely  during 
the  past  ten  days  on  the  lochs  of  this  district. 
During  August  they  are  generally  more  difficult  to 
turn  to  the  fly,  but  come  on  again  in  September. 
On  Loch  Doon  fewer  rods  have  been  out,  though 
some  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  fly.  The  angling 
in  the  rivers  is  of  little  account  this  week. — Heather 
Bell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  river  has  been  running 
very  low  during  the  greater  part  of  the  past  fort- 
night, and  fish  are  rather  shy  to  take,  trout  tackle 
being  the  favourite  at  present.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  Mr.  R.  Middlomas,  fishing  for  Captain 
Whitaker,  had  one  grilse  of  51b.  on  July  24,  and 
two  of  61b.  and  71b.  respectively  on  July  28.  Mr, 
Hay,  fishing  on  behalf  of  General  Sir  Peter  Lumsden' 
on  the  same  water  on  July  27,  had  a  grilse  of  61b., 
and  Mr.  Reid,  head-keeper  for  Mr.  Findlay,  of  Aber- 
lour, had  one  grilse  of  5Jlb.  on  Aug.  2,  and  another 
of  41b.  on  Aug.  3. — Napier  Laudale. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — After  running  at  the 
lowest  summer  level  for  a  couple  of  months  the 
river  is  now  in  spate,  and  running  from  bank  to 
bank  with  a  danger  of  overflowing.  As  might  be 
expected  excellent  baskets  of  sea  and  yellow  trout 
were  got,  some  up  to  2Jlb.  in  weight.  No  salmon 
fishing  with  the  fly  was  possible,  and  it  appears  the 
water  was  too  turbid  oven  for  the  minnow.— J.  M. 

Stafford  Arms  Hotel  (Scourie,  N.B.) — On 
July  28,  Mr.  Moon,  London,  on  Loch  Clashfern, 
thirty-five  trout ;  Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  twelve  trout, 
12 Jib.  ;  and  Mr.  Fellowes,  Saxmundham,  on  Low 
Chain,  four  trout,  41b.  On  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Little,  on 
Loch  Na-ha,  three  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Caley, 
Norwich,  on  Clashfern,  2J  dozen,  6Jlb.  On  Aug.  2, 
Mr.  Little,  on  Loch  Fragach,  two  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Poison,  Birkenhead,  on  Low  Chain,  five,  51b.  ;  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caley,  Norwich,  sea  fishing,  701b., 
various.  On  Aug.  3,  Mr.  Little,  on  North  water, 
nine  trout,  6ilb.  ;  Archdeacon  Pudes,  on  Parson's 
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Loch,  two  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  Mrs.  Fellowes,  Norwich,  on 
Loch  Na-ha,  three  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Poison,  on'' 
Mid-Chain,  four,  2Jlb.  On  Aug.  4,  Mrs.  Fellowes,, 
on  Low  Chain,  three,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Poison,  on  Parson's 
Loch,  three,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Little,  on  Top  Chain,  four, 
2Jlb. ;  and  Archdeacon  Deedes,  on  Mid-Chain,  three, 
2Jlb.  On  Aug.  5,  Archdeacon  Deedes,  Yorks,  on 
Loch  Ari-Uidhe,  one  trout,  l|lb. ;  Mr.  Poison,  on 
Lay  Ard,  four,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Little,  on  Loch  Eileanack, 
ten,  1 1  lb. ;  and  Mr.  Alexander,  Yorks,  on  Clashft  rn, 
eighteen,  4Jlb. — B. 

Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.). — The 
following  are  some  of  the  baskets  made  since  last 
reported,  all  on  Loch  Shin  except  where  otherwise 
mentioned  : — On  July  24,  Mr.  Copeland,  St.  Leon- 
ards-on-Sea,  thirteen  trout,  4  Jib. ;  Mr.  W.  R.Tucker, ; 
London,  nine  trout,   3^1b.  ;    and  Mr.    and  Mr.9. 
Trickett,  Kensington,  three,  31b.    On  July  25,  Mr. 
W.  F.  [M.  Copeland,  St.  Leonards,  thirteen  trout, 
51b.,  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Tucker,  six,  2Jlb.    On  July  26, 
Mr.  Copeland  made  a  basket  of  thirteen  trout.  Dur- 
ing the  rest  of  the  week  baskets  were  similar,  so  that 
detail-i  need  not  be  given.  On  Aug.  1  Messrs.  Griffiths; 
and  Alliin,  Falkirk,  on  Loch  Beahnoch,  ten  trout,  5lb. ; 
On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  Carlyon,  Hants,  on  Loch  Crackaill, 
one  dozen,  5.?lb. ;  and  Messrs.  Griffiths  and  Allan, 
on  Shinness,  fourteen,  51b.    On  Aug.  3,  Mr.  Carlyon,^ 
on  Loch  Beannoch,  four,  2^[h.    On  Aug.  4,  Mr.l 
Carlyon,  on  Mid  Shin,  one  and  a  half  dozen,  81b.  ';  ' 
and  Messrs.  Allan  and  Griffiths,  on  Loch  Beannoch, 
seven,  4,Mb.  (two  heaviest  Lflb.  and  IJlb.).  On^ 
Aug.  5,  Mr.  Carlyon,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  eight,  6lb. 
— B. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinoh  Fishery  (Oalway).  —  Unsettled 
weather,  with  heavy  showers  (but  nQt  enough  for  a 
spate),  wind  generally  south  and  south-west,  has 
prevailed  through  the  past  week.  During  the  week 
the  following  catches  were  recorded: — Messrs. 
W.  W.  Wickham,  64  sea-trout;  M.  Fenton,  26; 
John  Foster,  92  ;  Douglas  Adams,  136  ;  Dr.  Fenton, 
165;  P.  Birch,  42;  Wm.  Pearson,  39;  J.  R.  OUver, 
39  ;  F.  Foster,  20.  During  four  weeks  ending 
Aug.  5,  Mr.  J.  W.  Smyth  Pigott  secured  304  sea- 
trout  and  1  salmon,  71b.,  on  Jock  Scott. — J.  M. 
Graham. 

Baun  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  rains  continued 
falling  from  the  morning  of  Aug.  4  for  forty-eight 
hours,  after  which  the  Maine,  Upper  Bann,  Black-, 
water,  Ballinderry,  Moyola,  and  all  the  other 
streams  that  discharge  into  Lough  Neagh,  came 
down  in  bankful  flood,  but  they  only  continued 
in  this  state  for  a  few  hours,  and  the  salmon  that 
were  waiting  near  their  mouths  were  only  able  to 
ascend  to  the  pools  of  the  lower  sections.  Mu(di 
flax  poison  was  carried  down  these  rivers,  but  so 
soon  as  it  mixed  with  the  pure  waters  of  the  lake 
its  fish-destroying  power  ceased-  The  water  only, 
rose  one  and  a  half  inches  on  the  weir  at  yoome,  and 
no  flood  occurred  in  the  Lower  Bann,  which  is  yet 
running  below  summer  level.  '  Tifout- .  aiie-  again 
rising  since  the  temperature  fell,  and  baskets  have 
been  made  on  all  the  sections  j  but  salmon  are 
resting  on  the  beds  of  the  deep  po^w  aiid-wifll  not  . 
come  to  the  fly,  and  the  shrimp  has  ceased  to  entice 
them  as  it  always  does  on  any  river  after  it  has 
been  used  during  the  time  fish  are  coming  in  from 
the  sea.  Mr.  Winter  caughi"t)iie  'SalfnOn  at  Caron- 
roe,  161b. ;  Mr.  Boileau  one  grilse,  41b.;  and  Mr.  H. 
J.  Clark  six  troijt,  weighing  8 Jib.,  at  Kilrea. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — A' fine  flood  swept  the 
local  rivers  an  Aug.  4  and  5,  with  highly  beneficial 
results.  On  the  Sixmile;  Clady,  Glenavy,  and 
Crumlin  very  good  sport  was  obtained  amongst  the 
small  trout,  the  baskets  running  from  half  a  dozen 
to  two  dozen ;  and  similar  catches  were  made  on 
the  County  Down  streams.  White  trout  are  up  the 
Comber,  Blackwater,  and  the  Glens  of  Antrim 
streams.  The  fishing  on  the  Woodburn  waters 
shows  little  signs  of  improvement.  It  is  somewhat 
better  at  Stoneyford.  Indifferent  results  are 
reported  from  the  Ulster  Anglers'  waters. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  CBallyshannon  and  Belleek). — Mr.  L.  1 
ElUs  landed  six  salmon  on  the  Erne  during  the  | 
past  week,  ranging  in  weight  from  181b.  to  71b. ;  j 
Mr.  C.  Miller  landed  two  sahnon  and  Colonel  i 
Carpendale  one  salmon  of  131b.  Some  fine  trout,  J 
ranging  from  1  lb.  to  4Jlb.,  were  caught  in  the  ■. 
estuary  by  Dr.  F.  Condon,  Mr.  Lipsett,  and  other  ^ 
angleis  during  the  jjast  week. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — The  white  trout  fishing  con- 
tinues unusually  good.    From  July  31  to  August  5, 
Captain  Macgowan  got  124  white  trout ;  thirty- 
nine  on  Monday,  July  31;  on  the  following  days, 
twenty-five,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and  four-  j 
teen.    Last  Monday,  August  7,  he  landed  thirtv-  i 
two.    Mrs.  Hallett  got  the  following  number  while  • 
fishing  between  eight  and  nine  in  the  evening:  — 
July  31,  nine;  August  3,  four;  August  4,  ele\en ;  i 
August  5,  ten  ;  August  7,  six.  | 
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Iiongli  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — On  Aug.  1, 
Col.  Buekell,  three  6sh,  61b. ;  Mr.  Wood,  seven,  9lb. ; 
Messrs.  Robinson,  two,  41b. ;  Rev.  M.  Faherty,  C.C., 
one,  Oilb.  On  Aug.  2,  Col.  Buekell,  four  trout,  71b. ; 
Mr.  Wood,  two  fish,  51b.  On  Aug.  3,  Col.  Buekell, 
six,  7^1  b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  three,  51b.  On  Aug.  4,  Col. 
Buekell,  seven,  101b. ;  !Mr.  Wood,  three,  71b. ;  Messrs. 
Robinson,  three,  51b.  ;  Capt.  PoUand,  four  trout,  61b. 
On  Aug.  5,  Col.  Buekell,  one,  dilb. ;  Mr.  Wood,  one, 
4|lb.  :  Messrs.  Robinson,  four,  61b. ;  Capt.  Polland, 
five,  71b.  ;  ilr.  Williams  and  ladies  captured  ofi  the 
bank  a  nice  basket  6f  mountain  trout.  On  Aug.  6, 
Messrs.  Robinson,  three  fish,  6^1b. ;  Capt.  Polland, 
three,  41b. ;  !Mr.  Wood,  three,  4^1b. — Thos.  Naugh- 

TOX. 

Lon^li  Currane,  etc.  (Watexville,  oo.  Kerry). — 

Though  the  weather,  on  the  whole,  has  been  favour- 
able enough,  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  expected. 
The  best  take  in  the  sea-trout  department  was  one 
of  seven  "  spring  "  sea-trout,  averaging  about  IJlb. 
each,  had  bj-  Colonel  CaiTuthers  on  Monday  last. 
The  other  takes  recorded  ranged  from  two  to  six 
sea-trout  to  each  boat  daily. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongli  Mask  (Clonbor). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  IMr.  Carter,  Dr.  Ewart,  and  Dr.  Crowe. 
Fly  fishing  is  best  at  present.  Catches  taken  during 
the  week  were : — Mr.  Carter,  on  July  31,  eight  trout, 
6^1b.  (heaviest,  IJlb.)  ;  on  Aug.  1,  three,  21b.;  on 
Aug.  2,  four,  4Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  3,  four,  4|lb. ;  on  Aug.  4, 
one,  2^1b.  ;  on  Aug.  5,  five,  6Jlb.  Dr.  Ewart,  on 
July  31,  five  trout,  5Jlb.  (best,  21b.);  on  Aug.  1, 
two,  21b.  ;  on  Aug.  2,  two,  2Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  3,  one, 
lilb.  ;  on  Aug.  4,  six,  l^lh. ;  on  Aug.  5,  four,  71b. 
(heaviest  gUlaroo,  4§lb.,  which  was  sent  to  Williams 
and  Sons,  Dame-street,  Dublin,  to  be  set  up).  As 
we  have  had  heavy  falls  of  rain  we  look  forward  to 

good  sport.  P.  SUMMERVILLE. 

Longhs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — The 

fishing  of  these  waters  has  been  very  uncertain  for 
the  past  three  weeks,  persistent  anglers  have  had 
occasional  good  days,  both  dapping  and  casting. 
The  best  fish  of  late  was  a  gillaroo  of  5f  lb.  to  the 
artificial  fly.  The  absolute  change  in  the  weather 
just  taken  place  makes  the  outlook  for  sport  most 
promising. — G.  A. 

"EtOUgh.  MelTiiii — Good  sport  was  had  amongst 
the  trout  during  the  past  week  by  the  Rev.  E.  M. 
Campbell  and  his  son,  Mr.  Morton  and  friend,  Mr 
Kirkpatrick  and  friends,  Mr.  R.  Simpson  and 
friends,  and  others.  As  much  as  601b.  of  trout  was 
caught  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell  and  his  son  for 
the  week  (2  rods),  and  by  Mr.  Morton  and  his  friend 
a  similar  weight  of  trout  (2  rods).  Fly  fi.shing  and 
sport  was  generally  good  on  the  lake.- — M.  Rogan 
AND  SoN.s. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  at  brown  trout  has  been,  pretty  good  on 
favourable  days.  All  those  waters  are  now  in  fair 
order  after  recent  rain,  but  more  rain  is  required 
before  the  usual  sport  can  be  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Monme  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  spates  of  last  week  helped,  to  clear  the  bed  of 
the  Mourne,  and  a  little  more  would  be  of  much 
service  to  this  river  and  ita  numerous  tributaries. 
Salmon  are  on  the  run,  and  a  lot  of  f i  e.sh  run  fish 
are  in  the  pools  about  Newtown  Stewart.  Amongst 
the  salmon  fi-shers  out  from  here  were:  Colonel  J.  C. 
Barker,  one  ;  Mr.  Edbrooke,  one  ;  Mr.  Dob.son,  two. 
Last  week  and  this  week — Mr.  Dobson,  two ; 
Colonel  Hale,  one  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  three  ;  Captain 
J.  E.  Carter,  one ;  Major  Minis,  two ;  Colonel 
Coggin,  one  ;  Colonel  Hale,  one  ;  whilst  Sweeny,  C. 
Kirice,  and  Campbell,  had  several  fish.  These  run 
from  61b.  to  101b. — J.  A.  B. 

Moj,  Ziongha  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balllna,  oo. 
Mayo). — Since  my  last  report  we  had  two  or  three 
inches  of  fresh  water,  but  it  was  a  pity  the  rain  did 
not  last,  for  the  water  fell  away  quickly  again. 
Sea-trout  anglers  had  nice  sport  on  Aug.  5,  while 
the  little  fresh  lasted,  Mr.  P.  McCann  getting  as 
many  as  twenty  sea-trout.  On  the  Bunree,  a 
tributary  of  the  Moy,  some  very  nice  sea-trout 
were  got — largest,  21b.  The  weather  at  present  is 
bright  and  warm ,  and  there  is  very  little  grilse  fish- 
ing. Captain  Bloss  Lynch,  two  grilse,  51b,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Garvey,  three  grilse,  51b.,  61b.,  71b.  I  have 
heard  of  some  nice  trout  being  taken  on  the  loughs. 
Lough  Talt  fished  well. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Bossea    <Dnngloe,  oo.  Donegal)  The  lakes 

of  tho  Rosses  are  in  fine  condition,  and  there  is 
now  no  lack  of  white  trout  all  over  the  fishery,  the 
run  has  been  a  good  one.  Amongst  the  catches 
were: — Mr.  Wade,  three  white  trout,  21b.,  21b..  and 
2ilb. ;  Mr.  Douglas,  one,  21b. ;  Mr.  Smith,  three, 
lib.,  lib.,  and  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  three,  21b.,  21b., 
and  2Jlb.,  and  two,  21b.  and  2^1b.  ;  Dr.  Poplar, 
three,  2lb.,  l^lb.,  and  1  lb.  Salmon  in  fair  numbers 
are  going  up  tho  Crolly. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  iMOugh.  Hevg  (Killaloe). — Bad 
as  sport  haa  been  of  late,  two  Enghsh  visitors  (Capt. 
Kent  and  Mr.  Ma<jhin)  have  killed  some  fine  salmon 
in  the  pools  and  rapids  this  week.  The  first-named 
gentleman  landed  with  rod  and  fly  a  36-pounder 


and  another  of  341b.,  and  Mr.  Machin,  fly  fishing, 
captured  one  of  321b.,  all  fine  fish,  and  were  taken 
in  the  Mill  Pool,  Mr.  Cotham's  water,  the  most 
prolific  on  the  Shannon.  But  few  grilse  were  bagged 
this  week  as  the  water  was  too  low.  A  good  lot  of 
heavy  rain  has  fallen  during  the  lost  few  days. — S. 
J.  Hurley. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Though 
the  weather  and  water  conditions  have  been  pretty 
favourable  flport  has  been  far  below  the  usual 
standard  on  all  the  above  waters  since  last  report. 
— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — During  the  past  three  days 
sport  has  been  good  at  pollack,  whiting,  gurnards, 
and  bream.  The  takes  ranged  from  twenty  to 
thirty  fish  to  each  line. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  good 
at  pollack,  but  nothing  worth  recording  has  been 
done  at  other  fish.  — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Sport  is  still  poor,  though  a 
fair  number  of  small  codlings  have  recently  been 
caught,  especially  during  the  hours  of  early  morning 
and  after  sunset.  Pollack  are  scarce,  and  the 
majority  of  those  recently  taken  have  been  of  small 
size,  though  in  first-rate  condition.  On  Thursday, 
Aug.  3,  Mr.  S.  M.  Stock  and  Mr.  C.  B.  Stock  made  a 
bag  of  nine  pollack,  the  largest  of  which  scaled  2pb., 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  Mr.  Cecil  J.  Hob- 
son  hooked  and  landed  a  splendid  one  weighing  4  Jib., 
which  he  took  while  spinning  with  parchment  bait. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Stait  made  a  fair  bag  of  codUngs  on 
Friday,  August  4,  and  about  a  dozen  pollack  were 
caught  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  Mr.  Charles, 
Mr.  Tebbutt,  and  Master  A.  Newell  each  made  a 
small  return  on  Saturday,  August  5,  and  the 
brothers  Stock  had  a  'few  small  pollack  late 
in  the  evening.  Mr.  Waddell  and  Mr.  Burgess 
obtained  a  few  codlings  each  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  the  two  Stocks  had  secured 
eight  pollack  before  their  breakfast  hour.  Large 
numbers  of  holiday  anglers  were  in  position  on 
Monday,  Aug.  7,  but  their  united  efforts  only 
accounted  for  about  three  score  of  small  varieties, 
the  heaviest  fish  of  the  day.  caught  by  Mr. 
Charles,  scaling  a  little  less  than  21b.  Master 
H.  G.  Woodhead  had  a  handsome  21b.  plaice 
early  on  Tuesday  morning  (Aug.  8),  and  Mr. 
Waddell  made  a  fair  bag  of  small  codlings  at 
the  same  time,  but  the  day's  general  results  were 
poor.  On  Wednesday  (Aug.  9)  Mr.  Barker  did 
fau'ly  well,  and  some  codlings  of  good  size  and  in 
rare  condition  were  caught  in  the  course  of  the 
day.  Mr.  W.  J.  Edwards,  who  has  fished  assidu- 
ously throughout  the  week,  has  totalled  twenty-two 
pollack  and  half  a  score  of  codlings. — J.  Richard- 
son (B.S.A.S.) 

Fenzauoe. — Unsettled  weather ;  moderate  sport. 
Mr.  Ashby  (B.S.A.S.),  on  Aug.  5,  caught  fifty  bream 
and  chad,  one  horse  mackerel,  forty  whiting,  ten 
dog-fish.  On  Aug.  7,  thirteen  whiting,  ten  sploshers ; 
ten  dog-fish,  one  pollack,  one  bib.  On  Aug.  8,  twenty- 
two  bream  and  sploshers,  one  bream  41b. ;  two 
pollack,  nine  whiting,  four  large  rays,  one  151b ; 
five  gurnard,  fifteen  dog-fish.  On  Aug.  8,  Messrs. 
Bates  and  Wheeler  (B.S.A.S.)  and  Messrs.  Bradford 
and  Son  had  two  crawfish,  two  pollack,  forty  bream 
and  sploshers,  8  wrasse,  ten  whiting,  sixty  bibs, 
thirty  dogfi.sh,  three  gurnard.  Messrs.  Parke  and 
Berry  (B.S.A.S.),  Aug.  8,  tliree  bream,  one  scad, 
twenty-seven  dogfish,  two  bibs,  three  gurnard, 
one  pollack.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  recent  storms  have  driven  the 
fish  closer  in  shore,  especially  the  bass.  Some  very 
fine  ones  have  been  taken  oft'  the  Promenade  Pier, 
Turnchapel,  and  the  Millbay  Docks.  Mullet  are 
also  getting  more  plentiful.  These  latter  fish  are 
running  very  fine.  Some  good  takes  of  pollack 
have  been  reported,  generally  caught  by  whiffing 
around  the  different  buoys  in  the  Soimd  with  india- 
rubber  spinning  sand-eel.  All  around  the  coast 
these  fish  are  plentiful.  Sport  has  been  better  in 
the  River  Yealm,  and  I  have  heard  of  some  nice 
bass  which  have  been  caught  on  the  "Piano- 
Convex"  minnow.  Pouting  and  blain  fishing  is 
now  in  full  swing,  and  several  dozens  of  these  fish 
can  be  caught  in  a  very  short  time. — William 
Heardek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Pollack  anglers  have  had  generally 
good  sport  at  and  around  thif  station,  and  some 
heavy  bieam  were  also  had.  Bass  fishing  has  not 
afforded  much  sport  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 


"  If,"  said  a  judge  to  a  prisoner  who  was  trying 
to  laugh  off  the  evidence  against  liim,  "  if  you 
consider  that  your  own  iniquity  forms  a  fit  subject 
for  laughter,  I  congratulate  you  on  having  an 
inexhaustible  supply  of  it." 


Provincial  Angling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on,  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Wo  lhavo  had  sorno  very  heavy  rain  which  has 
done  much  to  freshen  up  our  local  rivers,  and  the 
same  remark  must  anply  to  the  rivers  throughout 
the  country.  The  Trent  is  now  in  splindid  con- 
dition and  sport  has  been  good,  in  fact  it  has 
been  a  Img  timo  since  sport  has  been  so 
good.  The  Midland  Piscatoiiil  waters  have  bean* 
fished,  and  the  swims  baited  up  have  been  fished, 
and  the  result  has  been  that  good  baskets  havfc 
been  the  order  of  the  day.  Those  who  have  gone 
in  for  eels  have  been  rewarded  far  more  than  their 
expectations  owing  to  the  change  in  the  weather, 
this  class  of  fish  having  been  on  the  move  and  a 
large  quantity  have  been  taken.  Both  the  Avon 
and  Severn  have  greatly  improved  by  the  recent 
rains.  Roach,  dace,  and  perch  have  responded  well 
to  the  wasp  grub  and  maggot  in  the  Severn;  but, 
as  my  readers  know,  that  as  the  Severn  is  a 
fast-flowing  river,  paste  is  sometimes  used  with 
very  little  ad  vantage  without  it  is  in  the  quiet  back- 
waters ;  the  chub  are  going  well  at  the  worm,  but 
there  is  a  bad  time  in  store  for  them  when  the 
leaves  begin  to  fall,  and  the  early  October  will  see 
the  old  hands  on  the  job  with  the  blood  and  brains : 
this  is  the  most  deadly  bait  for  this  class  of  fish  and 
is  used  by  all  local  anglers  with  success.  The 
stewed  wheat  is  again  in  the  ascendant  and  takes 
the  place  of  all  baits  that  can  be  used.  On  the  Avon 
bream  and  roach  are  biting  freely  at  this  bait  j  ust  now 
and  the  white  wheat  is  the  premier  bait,  the  red 
will  be  better  later  on.  Good  catches  have  been  the 
order  all  along  the  Avon,  and  heavy  baskets  have 
been  made  with  the  good  old  stewed  wheat  again. 
With  this  bait  the  canal  fish  are  beginning  to  take 
freely,  and  the  fish  in  the  Alrewas  Canal  will 
not  look  at  any  other  bait.  The  canal  is  well  worth 
a  visit,  as  I  am  informed  that  some  of  the  best  of 
our  local  anglers  have  taken  baskets  up  to  101b.  witli 
the  maggot  and  wheat.  It  seems  strange  to  me 
that  our  local  people  will  not  take  to  the  worm; 
this,  in  my  idea,  is  the  "  King  of  Baits,"  and  if  the 
whole  of  our  contests  were  taken,  it  would  be  found 
that  the'iworm  takes  the  chief  of  the  prizes.  Pool 
fishing  has  been  good,  and,  in  fact,  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  bad  sport  from  any  of  the  private  or  open 
waters.  We  had  a  wet  day  on  Monday,  but 
Tuesday  was  an  ideal  day  for  angling,  and  those 
who  went  out  done  more  than  well. 

FROM  THE  fen:  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  has  been  a  large  number  of  holiday  anglers 
in  the  district  this  week,  and  those  who  have  pat- 
ronised the  Witham  in  quest  of  roach  have  had  an 
extremely  busy  time.  The  red  fins  have  been  very 
active,  and  individual  rods  have  accounted  for  as 
many  as  201b.  and  301b.  in  a  single  day.  Creed 
wheat  has  been  the  most  killing  bait.  An  important 
sweepstake  took  place  on  Monday,  the  venue  being 
the  Mount  Pleasant  drain  at  Cowbridge.  Mr.  C.  W . 
Lockwood,  a  Sheffield  sportsman,  gave  £25,  and  the 
money  was  divided  into  twenty-four  prizes — the 
amounts  varying  from  £6  to  5s.  Owing  to  the 
threatening  weather  there  was  not  quite  such  a 
good  entry  as  was  expected,  nevertheless  there  were 
275  competitors.  Fishing  commenced  at  2  o'clock 
and  finished  at  four  in  the  afternoon.  The  weighing- 
in  then  took  place,  and  it  was  foujid  that  W.  Bell, 
sen.,  of  Boston,  was  the  first  prize-^virmer,  his  bag 
being  swelled  by  a  tench  of  good  proportions,  in 
addition  to  a  number  of  fine  roach.  Good  as  his 
catch  was,  W.  Milnes,  another  Boston  angler,  had 
only  Joz.  short  of  the  winner's  weight.  S.  War- 
burton,  of  Attercliffe,  was  third,  and  W.  Swaine,  of 
Boston,  foiu-th. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

AU  our  local  waters  are  now  in  first-class  order, 
and  fish  plentiful.  On  Bank  Holiday  several  anglers 
visited  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull,  and  had 
excellent  sport  amongst  roach  and  dace,  both  with 
maggot  and  pearl  barley,  and  roach  up  to  1  lb.  5ioz. 
and  dace  up  to  12oz.  each  were  secured.  Some  good 
catches  of  roach  and  odd  trout  were  also  seciired  at 
Brigham,  SnakeholmeandWansford,onthe  Drifiield 
Canal,  and  several  good  roach  and  perch  near  to 
Frodingham  Beckend.  Anglers  have  been  doing 
excellently  on  the  River  Ancholme,  and  catches 
ranging  from  201b.  to  301b.  of  bream  obtained  at  a 
sitting  ;  and  Mr.  F.  Walker,  of  Brigg,  last  week 
secured  34lb.  of  good  bream.  Mr.  Walter 
Chapman,  of  Hull,  fishing  near  to  Coal  Dyke- 
end,  also  caught  li  stone  of  bream;  and  several 
large  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  Brigg  district 
going  up  to  l|lb.  each,  paste,  maggots,  and  creed 
wheat  all  accounting  for  good  baskets  of  fish. 
Anglers  are  also  having  fair  sport  amongst  roach. 
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perch,  and  bream  at  Saxby  Bridge,  Horkstow,  and 
Ferriby  Sluice,  and  bream  from  •21b.  to  31b.  taken 
both  with  maggots  and  worms.  The  Hull  Progres- 
sive Anglers'  Association  fished  a  pegged  down 
match  at  Saxby  Bridge,  Mr.  W.  Egccott  taking  first 
prize  with  41b.  7Joz.  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Pennock  second 
with  41b.  4^oz.  Messrs.  Wilson's  Coopers'  Angling 
Club  also  fished  a  match  at  the  same  place,  Mr.  R. 
Cross  weighing  in  81b.  lljoz.  for  first  prize  ;  Mr.  W. 
Orbell,  71b.  4Jcz.  ;  G.  Priestley,  01b.  22-oz.  ;  and  C. 
Tommins,  (ilb.  l|oz.,  and  the  other  competitors 
following  up  very  closely.  Several  anglers  have 
visited  the  River  Ludd,  and  had  catches  of  101b.  and 
121b.  of  roach  and  perch  at  a  sitting  with  coloured 
maggots. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Heavy  rain  fell  in  this  district  on  Thursday  last, 
and  the  following  day  saw  the  streams  in  decent 
flood  The  Kent  was  unfishable,  owing  to  the  accu- 
mulated filth  of  the  past  months  coming  down  with 
the  rise  of  waters.  I  have  never,  I  think,  seen  this 
river  so  bad  before.  A  large  number  of  rods  wore 
out,  but  nothing  at  all  was  done  until  well  on  into 
the  afternoon  of  Friday,  when  the  stream  had 
cleared  itself  a  bit.  Even  then  fish  were  very 
difficult  to  take.  I  should  say  they  were  deadly 
sick  through  the  foulness  they  had  to  stand  for  the 
few  previous  hours.  I  noticed  on  Sunday — about 
the  only  day  in  the  seven  when  the  stream  was  in  a 
state  of  decent  purity — several  fine  trout  lying  dead 
in  the  various  dubs.  County  councils  and  others 
whose  duty  it  is  to  stop  this  abominable  pollution 
seem  to  be  quite  apathetic  in  the  matter.  I 
imagine  that  a  good  run  of  sea  fish  has  followed  this 
flood,  as  it  came  at  a  good  time — namely,  the  week 
end,  when  the  nets  would  therefore  be  off.  Mr. 
R.  B.  Lee  (the  Field)  is  fishing  the  Lower  Levens 
waters  (which  he  leases),  but  the  high  tides  of  this 
week  will  mitigate  his  cliances,  as  they,  when  high, 
affect  this  water.  The  Levens  Park  party  are  not 
doing  as  well  as  they  should,  when  their  excellent 
stretch  of  fishing  is  reckoned  on.  On  Monday  night 
I  had  a  nice  lot  of  seven  sea-trout  and  a  little  grilse 
of  41b.,  Mr.  Millburn  a  couple,  which  weighed  41b. 
between  them,  and  Mr.  Hayes  also  had  a  few. 
The  weather  seems  to  have  taken  up  again,  and  if 
that  is  so  some  good  baskets  will  be  taken  this 
August  moon.  On  Windermere  perch  are  biting 
very  freely,  anybody  can  catch  them,  and  catcli 
them  anyhow.  Pike  are  also  doing  well,  but  do 
not  run  big  for  a  place  like  the  lake.  Other  fishing 
is  not  worth  following,  so  small  are  the  returns,  and 
trout  are  completely  off. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day  will  be  another  busy  day  in  Leigh  and 
Bedford  amongst  angleis,  and  the  All-England 
event  in  that  town  is  sure  to  be  well  patronised. 
Bank  Holiday  simply  monopolised  the  time  and 
attention  of  anglers  last  week  end,  consequently 
club  news  is  quiet.  From  Liverpool  nothing  of 
interest  is  to  hand ;  no  doubt  they  were  away  on 
their  favourite  wateis.  From  Bolton  come  a  lot 
of  lepoits  of  vatious  kinds,  misbehaviour  on 
their  own  waters :  they  have  lost  one  water, 
and  another  is  in  jeopardy.  One  of  their  pet 
giumbles  is  against  the  Worsley  Canal,  no  doubt 
for  a  purpose  ;  but  how  on  eaith  can  they  expect 
to  go  once  a  year,  fish  a  pegged  down  match,  and 
get  sport  as  good  as  "on  their  own"  in  favourite 
waters  ?  Recent  rains  have  greatly  improved  the 
condition  of  the  Bollin,  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune. 
The  Travellers'  A  S.  had  a  good  turn  in  the  Worsley 
Canal,  catching  195  fish,  averaging  six  fish  per  rod 
all  round.  Contrary  to  the  general  practice  of  the 
Stockport  County  Anglers,  their  match  report  of 
last  week  has  miscarried. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  was  with  fear  and  trembling  that  inquiries 
were  made  in  this  city  about  the  doings  of  our  city 
rods  away  for  the  past  week-end.  Even  yet  there 
is  time  for  a  real  good  report  to  arrive,  but  s  )  far 
the  popul.ar  holiday  has  simply  added  another  dis- 
appointment to  the  long  list.  We  have  had  the  usual 
reports — lost  trains,  lost  luggage,  lost  fish,  «one 
or  two  experiences  of  the  weather,  and  still  fewer 
slices  of  good  luck,  but  still  a  few.  Our  men  who 
went  to  Lockerbie  do  not  appear  to  have  met  with 
the  glorious  sport  ropoi-ted  by  these  who  went  in 
Whit  week.  From  inquiries,  it  is  ascertained  that 
the  great  question  with  many  is  the  12th  (to-day), 
for  it  is  their  intention  to  lay  down  the  rod  and 
take  up  the  gun.  Diminutive  porters  are  seen 
struggling  about  the  city  with  various  cases  of  guns 
and  cartridges.  It  is  the  intention  of  several  of  our 
<!ity  rods  to  enter  for  the  open  event  at  Leigh.  The 
Moss  Side  Socials  have  decided  to  visit  Barrow's 
Lock  for  their  next  contest,  and  the  Welcomb 
Angling  Society  have  selected  Middlewich  for  their 
next  contest.  ^ 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Bank  Holiday  proved  fine,  but  dull,  and  there  was 
not  much  doing  on  the  Trent — at  all  events  in  the 
Nottingham  district.  Tiie  river  had  undergone  a 
slight  rise  through  heavy  rains,  and  the  change 
whilst  it  remained  set  roach  and  dace  freely  on  the 
feed  at  the  maggot.  But  anglers  in  the  city  waters 
did  remarkably  well,  getting,  in  addition,  two  or 
three  barbel.  Barbel  have  again  been  met  with  at 
Holme  Pierrepont,  Colwick,  Fi-?kerton,  and  Kelham 
weirs,  and  Stoke  ;  and  not  a  few  have  been  caught 
in  the  rapids  above  Wilford  Church.  On  the 
Shardlow  stretch,  Mr.  Edgar  Birks  and  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  have  excelled  amongst  roacli  with  creed  or 
stowed  wheat,  though,  as  yet,  the  takes  have  not 
been  of  an  extraordinary  character.  Mr.  T.  Wilson 
has  secured  a  fine  perch  of  Iflb.,  and  perch  and  eels 
have  fallen  to  the  rods  of  Mr.  T.  Birks  and  Mr. 
Tomlinson.  Members  of  the  City  Piscatorial 
Society  killed  a  fair  quantity  of  large  bream  at 
Barton,  whilst  the  colour  remained  in  the  river, 
and  odd  fish  were  bagged,  from  the  bank,  in  Clifton 
Grove.  Fly  fishing  has  been  pursued  with  success 
amongst  dace  and  chub  in  the  Clifton  and  Hovering- 
ham  districts, 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

liank  Holiday  has  come  and  gone,  and  anglers 
will  have  a  sorry  recollection  of  it.  The  rain  com- 
menced in  the  early  morning  and  continued  more 
or  less  all  through  the  day,  and  in  the  evening  came 
down  very  heavily.  Still,  anglers  were  off  in  all 
directions,  and  all  the  fishing  stations  on  the  Avon 
and  Teme  were  resorted  to,  while  the  Severn 
was  extensively  patronised,  and  sport  among 
the  roach  in  this  river  was  very  good  indeed. 
T.  Wilson  caught  14ilb.,  H.  Morgan  111b.,  J. 
Cole,  Arboretum  Club,  8lb.,  all  fine  fish,  snd  in  the 
Avon  some  large  bream  were  creeled,  and  very  fine 
eels  and  good  baskets  of  dace  and  chub  were  caught 
in  the  Teme.  Many  were  after  the  trout  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  but  no  large  catches  :  but 
Messrs.  Roberts,  Jones,  Davis,  Wingfield,  Thrift 
and  C.  F.  Higgs,  of  the  Worcester  City  Club,  had 
some  fine  specimens,  and  Mr.  T.  Prosser  and  party 
are  to-day  motoring  over  to  Craven  Arms  and  are 
expecting  good  sport.  The  Arboretum  Club  had 
their  second  contest  at  Stanford  Bridge  on  Monday, 
and  in  spite  of  the  wet  had  anenjovable  outing,  but 
the  catch  of  fish  was  rot  large.  The  winners  were 
Mr.  J.  Shinton,  1st;  White,  2nd;  and  S.  Hoopsr, 
3rd.  The  Good  Intent  had  their  second  competition 
at  Pershore,  Mr.  H.  Thomas  secured  1st  prize,  J. 
Siers,  2nd:  Griffiths,  3rd;  Cammings,  4th.  The 
Fountain  Club  had  their  second  contest  in  the  Avon 
at  Twyning  Fleet.  Nearly  lOOmembsrs  and  friends 
drove  over  in  brakes,  sport  was  not  good,  the  wia- 
ners  were — 1st,  T.  Williams  ,  2nd,  J.  Lucy  ;  3rd,  W. 
Walker ;  4th,  A.  Rigby.  The  Tewkesbury  Angling 
Association  had  a  competition  in  the  Avon,  near 
Twyning,  on  Aug.  3,  and  had  very  fair  snort, 
Mr.  R.  Ashley  headed  the  list  with  l^-lb.,  A.  Clark, 
C.  Bassett,  A.  Haines  and  F.  Smith  were  the  other 
winners  in  the  order  named. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  thirty-eighth  annual  All-England  Angling 
Competition  was  held  in  the  River  Swale,  at  Skipton 
Bridge,  near  Thirsk,  on  Bank  Holiday.  The 
principal  prize  winners — £30  being  given  in  cash 
prizes  —  were :  Messrs.  Whittaker,  Keighley,  Olb. 
5^oz.;  2nd,  T.  Burns,  Leeds,  61b.  lUoz. :  3rd,  W. 
Henderson,  York,  61b.  ojoz.  ;  4th,  J.  Pickersgill, 
Leeds,  51b.  15|oz ;  C.  Holford,  Idle.  5lb.  ^oz.  ;  J. 
Cash,  York,  51b.  gjoz;  C.  H.  Skelton,  Leeds,  51b. 
7^oz. ;  Barnes,  Leeds,  61b.  6oz.  ;  Day,  51b.  5Joz.  ; 
jr  T.  Pickersgill,  Keighley,  5lb.  2^oz.  The  members 
of  the  Clifton  (York)  Angling  Association  drove  to 
Aldwark  for  their  second  competition  this  season, 
permission  to  fish  being  granted  by  Mr.  Morgan. 
Mr.  D.  Langstaffe  secured  81b.  9oz.  weight  of  fish, 
and  was  [at  the  head  of  the  winners.  Mr.  EdLs, 
Clb.  lloz.,  who  was  second,  caught  nice  samnles  of 
roach  and  chub.  The  third  winner  was  Mr.  F. 
Styan,  whcse  catch  weighed  Clb.  5ioz. :  Mr.  H.  Dale, 
51b.  12oz.,  fourth  ;  Mr.  E.  W.  Jone's,  51b.  5oz.,  fifth; 
and  Mr.  R.  Gowthorpe,  51b.  IJoz.,  sixth.  Councillor 
Robie  Robinson  was  an  easy  winner  of  the  visitors' 
consolation  prize,  having  a  good  show  of  mixed 
fish,  which  weighed  71b.  9oz.  Mr.  S.  Pickering, 
1  lb.  4oz.,  was  successful  in  catcliing  a  nice  jack  on 
fine  gut.  In  some  of  the  baskets  many  gudgeon 
were  found,  with  bleak  and  the  "parson."  The 
York  Theatre  Royal  A. A.  liave  had  a  successful 
match  at  Lynton  Locks,  321b.  weight  of  fish  being 
taken  by  the  twelve  prinripal  prize  winners.  J. 
Barron  did  the  best,  having  61b.  12oz. ;  Linfoot 
was  second,  4lb.  7oz.  ;  R.  Barron  third,  51b.  Soz.  ; 
whilst  other  nice  catcher  fell  to  H.  Mandefield, 
C.  Howe,  Ripley,  R.  Bariow,  jun.,  W.  Lea, 
J.  Wigins,  P.  Cunningham,  J.  King,  and  G.  Redman. 
The  Cattle  Market  Angling  Club  fished  their  sweep- 
stakes at  Newton.  Seventeen  members  took  part, 
and  fishing  was  begun  at  3.30.    The  river  was  very 


rough.  Time  was  called  at  7  o'clock,  and  the 
weighers  had  a  busy  time  at  the  scales,  the  result 
being  as  follows  : — 1,  M.  Jackson,  21b.  I  Ipz. ;  2,  G. 
Young.  21b.  9foz.  ;  3,  A.  Harrison.  21b.  9Joz.  ;  4, 
W.  Smith.  21b.  3Jrjz.  :  5,  J.  Atkin,  21b.  2ioz.  ;  6.  A. 
Young,  21b.  l^oz.  These  six  members  took  the 
prizes,  and  the  following  weighed  i'l  with  over  1  lb.  : 
Messrs.  Thompson,  Richardson,  Metcalfe,  Hughi'i, 
and  Coulson,  the  combined  weights  amounting  t  < 
251b.  IC^Tz.  Mr.  M.  Jackson  al  lo  gained  a  g.  IJ 
medal  given  by  Mr.  G.  Young. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Sport  has  been  generally  rather  backward  since 
last  notes,  but  appears  to  be  exhibiting  an  improve- 
ment at  time  of  writing  at  many  stations.  Salmon 
are  now  in  better  rising  mood,  though  moie  rain  is 
wanted,  especially  for  river  fishing.  Sea-trout  liavo 
furnished  fair  or  average  sport  in  those  few  counties 
where  they  are  obtained,  and  better  results  in  this 
depa'tment  are  expected  during,  the  next  few  days 
owing  to  signs  of  rain.  Sea  angling  has  furnished 
good  sport  during  the  last  few  days,  the  fish  had 
consisting  principally  of  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting, 
bream,  and  mac  kerel.  The  bulk  of  the  s^ort  wni 
obtained  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  At  the  last  Water- 
ville  Petty  Sessions,  Mr.  R.  O.  Sloane  apr  lied  ti> 
have  an  illegal  salmon  net,  which  he  sei7ed  in 
Ballinskelligs  Bay,  destroyed.  The  magistrate 
gave  the  order  sought. 

North  of  Irkl.ind. 

St.  Swithin  to  the  rescue  !  At  the  time  of  wriiing, 
the  rain  is  falling  merrily  and  there  is  every  pro  -pe  t 
of  it  continuing  till  the  rivers  are  propeily  fluslie  1 
out.  Salmon  and  trout  netting  closes  on  fjoiigh 
Neagh  on  Aug.  16.  At  leist  it  is  Isgillv  suoni  seil 
to  do,  but  it  does  not  do  anything  oi:  the  kind.  Wliilst 
the  nets  at  certain  places  have  to  bs  taken  off  at  that 
date,  the  draft  nets  continue  operations  till  theclos;' 
season,  and  often  after  it.  The  Bush  is  up  a  bit.  l;  h 
bed  was  rather  dirty  aft3r  such  a  long  draught,  an<l 
the  heavy  stock  of  salrnon  it  carries  makes  tins 
liver  susceptible  to  disease.  All  along  the  e^st 
C3ast  of  Antrim  the  sea-trout  are  on  the  run,  so 
that  excellent  sport  may  be  anticipated  soon.  The 
nets  on  this  coast  to  )k  a  lot  of  salmon  since  Hie 
season  opened.  The  floo  Is  came  in  nice  time  to 
wash  out  the  first  instalment  of  the  flax  water 
nuisance.  The  fluid  will  do  littlfe  damage  when  the 
rivers  are  high.  


ILLEGAL  FLSHING. 

At  the  Leominster  County  Police  Court,  William 
Hall,  Dishley-street,  Leominster,  was  charged  with 
fishing  for  trout  in  private  water,  and  further  charged 
with  fishing  for  trout  with  unlawful  instruments  on 
July  17,  and  taking  fifty  trout  and  grayling  from 
the  River  Lugg,  value  10s.,  the  property  of  Mr.  W. 
Bradford,  at  Kingsland.  Mr.  F.  R.  James,  Hereford, 
prosecuted.  The  evidence  showed  the  police  were 
watching  for  the  defendant,  and  on  July  17  he  was 
stopped  coming  from  the  River  Lugg  at  Kingsland, 
and  he  had  a  pail  in  which  were  forty  trout  and  ten 
grayling.  There  were  marks  on  the  fish,  and  there 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  method  of  how  he  had 
taken  them  and  that  a  net  had  been  used.  When 
stopped  defendant  said  he  had  groped  them,  but 
the  evidence  showed  it  was  not  the  first  time 
defendant  had  done  this  kind  of  thing.  Grayling 
did  not  go  into  holes,  and  must  have  been  netted. 
The  defendant  was  wet  up  to  his  hips.  The  Bench 
found  defendant  (who  did  not  appear)  guilty  of 
fishing  for  trout  other  than  by  lawful  means,  and 
fined  him  £5  and  10s.  for  each  trout  taken,  or  £25 
in  all.  or  three  months'  hard  labour.  The  charge 
of  fishing  in  private  water  was  dismissed. 


SPEY  IX  lfsn4. 

Although  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  it 
would  seem,  can  have  little  reason  to  conceal  the 
daily  history  of  his  splendid  river,  the  Spey,  it 
happens  that  very  irregular  trustworthy  statements 
of  the  doings  on  this  river  leak  out.  As  regards 
the  net  fishings,  the  general  und  srstanding  in  the 
neighbourhood  is  that  the  past  season  has  been  a 
good  one,  perhaps  that  the  Spey  is  the  best  fished 
ri\-er  in  proportion  to  its  status  among  the  streams 
in  Britain  ;  it  certainly  had,  more  than  once,  more 
fa\ourable  plies  of  water  than  any  other  we  heard 
of  in  Scotland,  and  for  some  time  sent  large  supplies 
of  salmon  to  market.  The  anglers  are  toss  reticent  ; 
they,  like  the  cats,  don't  fare  well  and  hold  their 
tongues,  and  hence  we  hear  more  distinctly  what 
they  are  about.  Success  with  rod  and  line  continues 
good.  On  Friday  week  Colonel  Delaware  took  two 
fish  from  the  Craigellachie  open  water  streams,  a 
salmon  and  grilse  ;  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Russel 
of  the  Scotsman,  fishing  on  Miss  jNIacpherson-Grant's 
part  of  the  river,  near  Aberlour,  killed  3  fine  salmon  ; 
indeed,  wherever  really  good  anglers  are  heard 
of  on  this  river,  the  accompanying  tale  savoiu-s  of 
good  sport. — Fisherman  a  Magazine. 
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UNWRITTEN  LAWS  OF  ANGLING 
LEAD  TO  WRANGLING. 

[The  following  is  a  report  from  the  Cambridge 
Daily  News  of  a  fishing  case  which  has  caused  a 
great  deal  of  excitement  in  Huntingdonshire  and 
Canibridgeshire.] 

Baron  de  Ketschemdorf,  who  is  at  present  staying 
at  Holywell,  Huntingdonshire,  figured  as  defendant 
in  an  interesting  case  at  the  Cambs  Divisional  Petty 
Sessions,  at  the  Shirehall,  Chesterton,  on  Saturday, 
Aiigust  5.  The  ease  (which  we  foreshadowed  in  the 
Cambridge  Daily  News  on  Monday)  arose  ovit  of  the 
occupation  of  a  swim  on  the  river,  which  the  defen- 
dant alleged  belonged  to  him,  by  two  imdergraduates, 
who  when  requested  declined  to  move  and  do  their 
fishing  elsewhere.  The  Baron,  after  arguments  had 
been  used  on  both  sides,  joined  the  'Varsity-men  in 
their  boat,  and  a  struggle  ensvied,  in  the  course  of 
which  it  was  stated  the  Baron  tried  to  throttle  one  of 
the  undergraduates. 

The  Baron  was  summoned  for  assaulting  Mr. 
Bickford  Coham-Fleming,  at  Fen  Drayton,  on 
July  29.  Mr.  E.  Vinter,  a  soliticor  of  Cambridge, 
appeared  for  the  prosecution ;  and  Dr.  Cooper, 
barrister,  instructed  by  Mr.  H.  Copley,  of  St.  Ives, 
for  the  defendant. 

The  magistrates  on  the  Bench  were  :  Lieut. -Col. 
H.  W.  Hurrell  (in  the  chair)  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Clear. 

Mr.  Vinter  stated  that  the  prosecutor  and  another 
undergraduate  went  fishing  at  Holjrwell.  On  J uly  27 
they  went  to  a  particular  swim,  where  they  had  been 
previously,  and  fished  there.  On  the  following  Satur- 
day they  again  went  to  fish  at  this  particular  swim. 
About  3.30  in  the  afternoon,  the  Baron  arrived  on  the 
scene  in  a  punt,  accompanied  by  a  friend.  When  he 
got  near  to  the  prosecutor,  the  defendant  said  he 
would  have  to  trouble  them  to  move  on.  The  prose- 
cutor replied  that  he  should  not  do  so,  as  the  river 
was  public  and  anyone  had  the  right  to  fish  there. 
-The  Baron  then  said,  "  If  you  don't  move  on  I  shall 
throw  you  into  tlie  river."  The  prosecutor  still 
declined  to  move  on,  and  defendant  ran  his  boat  into 
the  other.  He  attempted  to  pull  prosecutor  into  the 
river,  but  failing  to  do  so,  he  jumped  into  the  boat, 
took  hold  of  him  by  the  neck,  and  threw  him  down 
into  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  The  Baron  got  his  hand 
on  the  prosecutor's  throat,  and  attempted  to  throttle 
him.  Prosecutor's  conjpanion  then  pulled  the  Baron 
off.  Subsequently  the  Baron  left  the  boat  and  chal- 
lenged the  prosecutor  to  fight.  This  he  refused  to  do, 
and  said  he  should  send  for  the  police.  Mr.  Vinter 
and  he  expected  the  defendant  might  say  he  had 
some  right  to  go  to  this  particular  swim,  but  he 
thought  he  should  be  able  to  prove  that  that  part  of 
the  river  was  public,  and  that  no  one  had  the  right 
to  retain  any  swim.  Therefore  he  submitted  the 
assault  was  in  every  way  an  unjustifiable  one. 

The  prosecutor,  Mr.  Bickford  Coham-Fleming, 
student,  of  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  stated  that  it 
had  been  his  cu.=tom  during  the  Long  Vacation  to  go 
down  to  Holywell  fishing.  With  another  under- 
graduate he  went  there  on  Thursday,  July  27,  and 
fished  in  the  swim  in  question,  where  they  had  been 
several  times  previously.  They  again  went  to  the 
same  swim  on  July  29,  taking  punt  and  tackle  from 
the  inn.  After  they  had  been  in  the  swim  for  about 
half-an-hour,  the  Baron  and  a  friend  arrived  in  a 
punt.  The  Baron  asked  him  to  move  on,  without 
giving  any  reasons  why  he  should  do  so.  He  declined, 
and  defendant  then  said  he  should  throw  him  into 
the  river  if  he  did  not  go.  Witness  repeated  that  he 
was  not  going  to  move,  upon  which  the  Baron  ran 
his  boat  into  theirs,  and  tried  to  pull  him  into  the 
water.  That  being  uns\iccessful,  the  Baron  jumped 
into  the  other  boat.  There  was  a  wrestle,  which  com- 
menced with  them  standing  up,  but  finished  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Vjoat.  (Laughter.)  The  Baron  secured 
hini^by  the  throat,  and  attempted  to  throttle  him. 
Thereupon  the  other  undergraduate  pulled  the 
Baron's  hands  from  his  throat.  The  Baron  then  re- 
turned to  his  own  boat,  and  subsequently  offered  to 
fight  him  on  the  bank.     The  police  were  sent  for. 

Cross-examined  by  Dr.  Cooper  :  He  did  not 
employ,  Scarr  to  cut  the  swim,  which  was  already 
cut  when  he  occupied  it. 

Dr.  Cooper  :  Was  there  not  a  pole  in  the  bed  of 
the  river  at  this  swim,  with  a  raft,  showing  that  the 
swim  had  already  been  occdpied  ? 

Witness  :  There  were  some  sticks  nailed  together, 
r  don't  care  about  that.  I  ask  was  there  not  a 
pole  driven  into  the  bed  of  the  river  ? — Yes. 

And  did  not  the  Baron  when  he  came  up  very 
civilly  tell  you  that  it  was  his  swim  ? — He  certainly 
Said  it  was  his  swim. 

Did  he  not  point  to  the  pole  as  an  indication  that 
it  was  his  swim  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  know  enough  of  the  custom  of  fishermen 
to  know  that  if  a  swim  is  occupied  and  indicated  in 
thatjway  you  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  it  ? — 
That's  a  point  of  etiquette,  and  not  law. 


When  the  Baron  came  up,  did  not  he  take  hold 
of  the  chain  which  was  around  the  pole  and  by  which 
your  boat  was  moored,  and  begin  to  unwind  it  '! — 
I  don't  know. 

You  seem  to  be  very  hazy  of  what  occurred.  You 
were  very  angry  ? — No. 

You  kept  calm  ? — Yes. 

Did  you  not  catch  hold  of  him  violently  by  the 
shoulder  ?  —  No,  I  certainly  did  not  until  he 
"  tackled  "  me. 

Did  anything  like  an  assault  take  place  until  he 
went  to  unwind  the  chain  ? — He  went  for  me  first. 

I  suggest  he  did  not  get  hold  of  you  until  you  tried 
to  prevent  him  unwinding  the  chain  ? — No,  I  didn't. 

Did  you  put  yourself  in  a  fighting  attitude  '! — No. 

And  did  you  get  hold  of  a  bucket  lying  in  the  boat  ? 
— No,  certainly  not. 

Did  you  lift  the  bucket  so  as  to  strike  him  ? — No. 

Did  you  raise  the  bucket  and  put  it  down  again  ? 
— I  might  have  moved  it. 

In  what  direction  ? — I  think  I  moved  several 
things. 

What  for  ?  To  clear  the  deck  ?  (Laughter.)— No. 

Did  you  not  put  it  down  and  then  take  it  up  again 
as  if  to  strike  the  Baron  ? — No. 

Did  he  then  jump  into  your  boat  ? — Yes,  he  did. 

Did  you  get  both  your  legs  round  one  of  the 
Baron's,  and  try  to  put  him  in  the  water  ?— -Well, 
he  was  wrestling  with  me. 

Did  you  try  to  put  him  in  the  water  ? — No,  I  did 
not  try  to  put  him  in  the  water. 

Why  did  you  twist  your  legs  roimd  him  ? — In  self 
defence. 

If  he  had  wanted  to  put  you  in  the  water,  he  could 
have  done  it  easily  ? — I  don't  know.  I  think  my 
friend  might  have  helped. 

And  he  had  a  friend  with  him  who  might  also 
have  helped  ? — Yes. 

And  they  might  have  all  taken  part  in  the  fun  ? — 
Yes,  and  somebody  might  have  been  drowned. 
(Laughter.) 

You  were  very  excited,  and  also  your  friend  ? — 
My  friend  was  perfectly  calm,  and  I  fairly  so. 

Did  you  say  to  the  I?aron,  "  You  have  no  pluck. 
We  will  fight  it  out." — No,  not  to  the  defendant.  I 
said  to  my  friend,  "  You  have  no  pluck  or  you 
would  have  pulled  him  off." 

Dr.  Cooper  :   Oh,  to  your  friend. 

Mr.  Dudley  Cohen,  an  undergraduate  of  Trinity 
Hall,  who  was  with  the  prosecutor,  gave  corro- 
borative evidence.  He  said  the  Baron  had  hold  of  his 
friend  by  the  throat,  and  was  attempting  to  throttle 
him.  He  interfered  when  he  saw  that  his  friend  was 
changing  colour.  Witness  said,  "  Don't  be  a  cad  and 
throttle  him  when  he  is  down,"  and  pulled  his  arm. 
The  Baron  did  not  resist,  but  left  the  boat. 

Mr.  Vinter  :  Did  you  look  at  your  friend  and  see 
if  his  throat  had  been  hurt  ? — No,  but  his  collar  was 
all  mangled  up. 

Cross-examined  by  Dr.  Cooper  :  If  he  saw  some- 
one else  fishing  at  a  place  he  had  fished  he  should  be 
annoyed,  but  he  should  not  interfere,  but  wait  until 
the  other  person  left.  , 

Dr.  William  Norman  Evans,  of  Hampstead,  said 
he  was  pn  the  river  fishing  on  the  afternoon  in 
question.  After  passing  the  prosecutor  and  friend 
he  heard  some  talking  behind  him.  and,  turning,  saw 
the  Baron  endeavour  to  unloose  the  chain  from  the 
pole.  The  prosecutor  got  up  and  tried  to  prevent 
him  achieving  his  object.  The  Baron  got  into  the 
prosecutor's  boat  and  held  him  in  the  bottom  by  the 
throat. 

Dr.  Cooper  :  Is  a  pole  put  down  in  the  river  with 
a  chain  roimd  it  an  indication  that  it  is  somebody's 
swim  ? 

Witness  :  It  is  a  free  river,  I  understand. 

1  did  not  ask  you  that.  Suppose  you  had  occupied 
this  swim,  and  anybody  came  up  and  claimed  it,  what 
would  you  have  done  ? — Well,  I  imderstand  it  was 
their  swim. 

It  was  their  swim  ? — Yes,  I  understood  they  had 
baited  it. 

Supposing  the  weeds  had  been  cut  for  the  defen- 
dant, and  he  had  told  you  so,  claiming  the  swim, 
would  you  have  left  ? — I  certainly  should. 

Mr.  Vinter  :  Would  you  consider  you  could  appro- 
priate a  swim  on  that  river  by  putting  in  a  pole  ? 

Witness  :  No^  not  appropriate  it. 

This  closed  the  case  for  the  prosecution. 

Dr.  Cooper  said  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
Bench  thought  there  was  any  excess  of  violence 
on  the  part  of  the  Baron.  The  swim  in  question  was 
cut  and  baited  for  the  defendant,  and  a  pole  placed 
in  the  river  at  the  spot.  On  July  29  the  Baron  found 
the  swim  occupied,  and  requested  the  prosecutor  and 
his  friend  to  move  on.  They  refused,  and  he  sub- 
mitted the  Baron  was  perfectly  justified  in  trying 
to  release  the  chain  by  which  they  were  moored 
from  his  pole.  In  consequence  of  that  endeavour 
there  was  a  scuffle,  but  the  Baron  did  notjraise  his 
hand  at  all  until  the  prosecutor  lifted  a  bucket  with 
the  intention  of|striking  the  defendant,  who  [then 
had  a  perfect  right  to  do  what  he  did.   The  prose- 


cutor endeavoured  to  throw  the  Baron  into  the  river, 
but  fortunately  no  one  went  into  the  water.  In  con- 
(■lusion,  Dr.  Cooper  submitted  that  the  assault  was 
justified,  because  it  was  in  defencf)  of  property  which 
the  Baron  had  in  the  water,  and  the  right  to  use  the 
swim  wliich  he  had  paid  for. 

1'ho  Chairman  :  You  suggest  these  swims  are 
appropriated  by  custom,  and  not  by  any  legal  right  ? 

Dr.  Cooper  :  Yes,  if  a  person  has  employed  labour, 
and  paid  for  cutting  out  the  swim. 

Thomas  Metcalfe  was  the  first  witness  for  tlio 
defence.  He  said  ho  was  employed  by  the  Baron  in 
Juno  to  cut  out  a  swim  in  Ducker's  Hole.  He  cut  the 
weeds  and  baited  the  swim,  which  had  lieen  cut  and 
baited  since  that  time  by  his  brother  and  the  Baron. 
He  put  a  pole  in  the  river  when  he  cut  the  swim. 

Dr.  Cooper  :  What  is  the  custom  among  anglers 
if  they  see  a  pole  put  in  a  certain  place  on  the  river  ? 

Witness  :  Tf  they  were  gentlemen  they  would  not 
go  near  it.  (Laughter.) 

Would  you  consider  the  swim  was  appropriated  by 
the  person  who  paid  for  the  cutting  and  the  baiting  ? 
—Yes. 

Mr.  Vinter  :  Ho w  long  do  you  think  the  putting  in 
of  a  pole  would  give  the  ownership  to  you  or  the 
person  who  put  it  in  ? 

Witness  :  As  long  as  he  used  it. 

If  he  took  his  residence  at  Holywell  he  could  use 
it  as  long  as  he  lived  there  ? — Not  many  do  that. 

He  could  according  to  you  ? — I  wish  some  would 
stop  longer  than  they  do.  (Laughter.) 

The  Baron  was  then  called.  He  stated  that  he 
was  a  naturalised  Englishman.  In  the  month  of 
June  he  went  to  Holywell  for  the  purpose  of  fishing, 
and  took  apartments  there.  He  employed  Metcalfe 
to  cut  out  a  swim  for  him  in  Ducker's  Hole.  A  pole 
was  placed  in  the  river  at  the  point  selected,  and  the 
swim  was  cut  and  baited  several  times  afterwards. 
On  the  day  in  question  after  hmch  he  went  down  the 
river  with  a  friend  and  saw  the  prosecutor  and 
another  in  his  swim.  He  did  not  run  into  their  boat . 
He  said,  "  I  am  afraid  I  must  ask  you  to  leave." 

Dr.  Cooper  :  Did  you  add  to  that,  "  Or  I  will 
throw  you  in  the  river  ?  " 

The  Baron  :  I  never  said  anything  about  it.  They 
said  they  would  not  move,  and  I  told  them  I  would 
make  them. 

What  did  you  do  in  order  to  make  them  move  ? 
■ — I  simply  got  hold  of  their  chain  which  was  round 
my  pole  and  untwisted  it.  While  I  was  doing  so 
the  prosecutor  got  hold  of  me  by  the  shoulder 
roughly.  He  got  hold  of  a  bucket,  and  it  looked  to 
me  as  if  it  was  coming  for  my  head.  I  jumped  in 
the  boat  and  got  hold  of  him,  and  we  both  rolled  over, 
and  I  very  nearly  got  in  the  river.  I  got  hold  of  the 
prosecutor  by  the  collar  and  he  got  his  legs  round 
mine,  and  a  long  as  he  had  got  me  like  that  I  had 
to  hold  him  down,  or  I  should  have  been  in  the  river. 

Did  you  do  anything  more  than  hold  him  in  self- 
defence — to  prevent  yourself  being  thrown  in  the 
river  ? — No. 

Did  yovi  hurt  him  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

Did  he  complain  to  you  that  you  were  throttling 
him  '! — He  never  said  a  word. 

Mr.  Vinter  :  Did  you  consider  no  one  could  fish 
at  this  spot  where  you  had  placed  the  pole  ? 

The  Baron  :  I  should  not  do  it  myself. 

Were  you  aware  that  the  prosecutor  was  there 
on  July  27,  and  ground  baited  it  ? — I  was  not. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gillies,  engineer,  of  49,  Queen  Victoria- 
street,  London,  said  he  visited  the  Baron  at  Holy- 
well, and  on  the  afternoon  in  question  went  down 
the  river.  There  were  two  men  fishing  in  the 
Baron's  swim,  and  the  Baron  requested  them  to 
move  on.  The  prosecutor  lifted  a  bucket,  but  not 
above  his  head,  and  witness  thought  he  was  going  to 
strike  the  Baron,  who  jumped  into  the  other  boat 
and  closed  with  him. 

By  Mr.  Vinter  :  After  arguments  the  Baron  said, 
"  If  you  don't  move  on  I  shall  throw  you  into  the 
river."  ' 

Dr.  Cooper  :  Did  the  Baron  attempt  to  throw  him 
in  the  river  ? 

Witness  :  Not  at  all. 

The  magistrates  convicted,  and  fined  the  Baron 
£1  and  the  costs,  £2  2s.  3d.— £3  2s.  3d.  in  all. 

[This  case  once  more  proves  how  \msatisfactory  it 
is  to  depend  on  a  pole  as  a  silent  witness  that  some 
swim  is  claimed  by  somebodj^ ;  the  pole  cannot  tell 
you  that  the  place  was  baited  last  night  by  an  angler 
who  has  overslept  himself  or  been  called  home  by 
the  arrival  of  twins.  Until  something  more  precise 
is  devised,  the  silent  witness  of  the  naked  pole  will 
lead  anglers  to  lose  their  proverbial  patience  and 
become  wranglers. — Ed.] 


aiR.  S.\M  Roberts,  considered  the  most  skilful 
angler  in  North  Wales,  was  killed  on  Thursday, 
August  3,  near  Llangollen,  when  following  the  Dee 
Otter  Hounds,  through  putting  his  foot  in  a  rabbit- 
hole  and  falling  headlong  into  the  river. 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Barbbp.  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's 
Bush,  W.,  writes  :  "  In  response  to  suggestions 
made,  tho  committee  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Bar- 
bican, E.G.,  nave  decided  to  hold  a  competition  at 
Amberley.  on  Sundav,  Aug.  27,  1905.  Entrance 
fee,  6d.  Tickets  will  ba  stamped  at  the  '  Houghton 
Bridge  Inn'  on  arrival  of  the  second  train  from 
London.  Prizes  are  not  being  canvassed  for,  but 
we  have  25  in  hand  from  the  last  Lea  competition, 
and  several  others  have  already  been  promised  in 
addition.  As  there  is  not  much  time  to  advertise 
the  event,  it  is  hoped  all  our  friends  will  do  what 
they  can  to  make  it  known  so  that  it  will  prove  to 
be  a  financial  success  in  spite  of  the  low  entrance 
fee.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  of  the  committee,  at 
Amberley  on  the  morning  of  the  competition,  and 
of  the  assoeiati  ms'  secretaries." 


We  are  all  pretty  well  used  to  market  reports, 
such  as  "Lead  is  heavy;  tin-plate?  are  flat;  iron 
is  hard  ;  considerable  animation  in  old  cheese,"  etc. 
This  is  from  the  New  York  F.G.  :  "It  has  been  a 
wonderful  year  for  weakfish  in  local  waters.  The 
run  of  'weaks'  has  surpassed  all  records.  Anglers 
have  taken  them  by  the  hundred,  and  the  market 
is  glutted  with  the  product  which  commands  but  a 
small  figure  commercially."  [I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  "weakfish"  are  going  strong.] 


To  "Dragnet's"  Once  Happy  but  now 
GRiEr-SrRiCKEN  Aquakium. 

"I  CAN  endorse  Mr.  Edwards'  statement," 
In  an  aquarium  for  years  I  kept 
!  A  varied  assortment  of  "pairs"  so  content 
That  they  whistled  and  sung  and  skipped. 

But,  alas  and  alack !  one  day. 

To  my  horror,  and  that  of  the  othe-s. 
One  fish  got  decked  in  a  fungus  array. 

And  crossed  to  the  land  of  its  brothe-s. 
How  poor  father  and  mother  did  weep. 

And  brother  and  sister  did  pine. 
The  uncle  and  aunt  did  nothing  but  fret. 

That  "D  agnet" — be  turned  on  the  whine. 

With  this  jotting  we  all  must  agree. 

For  fact  is  stranger  than  fiction, 
But,  "Dragnet,"  betwixt  you  and  rne. 

You're  a  gem  at  extravagant  diction  ! 

— Wing. 

[T  really  must  refer  ray  anonymous  contributor, 
"  Wing."  "to  those  few  hnes  just  before  kissing  the 
book  at  the  Sessions — "The  whole  t-uth,"  etc. 
"  Wing  "  may  i^dulge  in  flights  of  i-naginatim,  but 
"Washington  Dragnet "  never  indulges  in  high- 
faluting  or  fai-y  tales.] 


Considerable  speculation  among  residents  in 
Broadland  has  been  occa=ioned  by  the  thousands 
and  thousands  of  eels  which  have  been  found  either 
dead  or  dying  in  the  Norfolk  rivers.  The  dead  eels 
are  most  numerous  in  the  Yare  and  the  Ant,  where 
in  many  places  they  lie  huddled  together  among  the 
reeds.  The  theory  that  the  river  is  polluted,  though 
held  by  some,  is  dis30untenanced  by  the  fact  that 
no  moitality  has  been  observed  among  roach  and 
bream.  The  most  plau?ible  explanation  is  that 
which,  in  view  of  a  similar  ociurrenoe  in  hot  weather 
some  time  ago,  as-ribes  this  "  tuming-up"  of  eels, 
as  it  is  called,  to  the  recent  great  heat. 


A  ROACH  weighing  21b.  4oz.,  the  heaviest  taken  in 
Sussex  this  season,  has  been  caught  in  the  Adur  by 
a  Steyning  angler. 


We  are  getting  tolerably  used  to  anglers  relating 
yarns  with  guf-to  ?e  shooting  pike,  but  the  following 
from  Captain  Onslow,  R.N.,  was  told  him  by  Colonel 
Spearman  in  a  smoke-room  when  in  Egypt  last : — 
"  Years  ago,  standing  with  a  friend  on  a 
bridge  over  a  small  stream  with  well-wooded 
banks,  I  saw  fish  swimming  just  under  the 
surface — long  and  narrow  fish.    One  would 
raise  itself  at  an  angle,  with  its  head  just  out  of 
water  (was  it  out  ?),  and  spit  out — shoot  out — 
a  globule  of  water  towards  the  bank,  at  once 
drop  to  a  horizontal  position,  and  drive  forward. 
It  was  '  shooting  '  flies  on  the  treej  and  driving 
forwards  to  swallow  them  when  they  had 
dropped.  It  was  in  Southern  Burma,  just  north 
of  the  Malay  Peninsula." 


The  Hull  trawlers  keep  going  farther  afield. 
Yesterday  the  Drax  returned  with  a  good  catch 
from  the  White  Sea,  1400  milea  away. 


The  Epsom  Angling  Society,  whose  headquarters 
are  the  Spread  Eagle  Hotel,  High -street,  Epsom, 
announce  that  their  annual  exiting  will  take  place 
on  Aug.  24,  when,  by  kind  permission  of  T.  J. 
Bennett.  Esq.,  the  members  will  be  allowed  to  fish 
the  waters  at  Cobham  Court.  Dinner  at  Host 
Chandler's,  Plough  Inn,  Stoke  D'Abernon,  at  7  p.m., 
after  tlie  fishing. 


Mr.  James  Hopley,  fish  dealer,  of  Goole,  became 
possessed  of  a  large  sturgeon,  caught  at  Booth- 
ferry,  near  Goole,  by  a  fi-iherman  natned  Har-ison. 
In  consequence  of  the  last  sturgeon  he  caught  being 
seized  by  the  Customs  officials  as  the  King's  pro- 
perty, Mr.  Hopley  forwarded  the  fish  to  tho  King, 
with  a  letter  stating  that  for  ove-  forty  years  he 
had  been  connected  with  the  salmon  fishery  at 
Goole,  and  had  ocsasionally  caught  a  few  sturgeons. 
Until  this  season  he  had  never  had  these  fish  cljimed 
by  the  Customs  officials  as  the  King's  property.  On' 
Saturday  (Aug.  5)  Mr.  Hopley  receivei  a  letter 
from  Mr.  W.  Webster,  Comptroller,  in  which  he 
stated  that  ho  was  desired  to  say  that  the  King  on 
this  occasion  did  not  wish  to  enforce  his  right,  and 
the  fish  would  therefore  be  returned. 


A  Salmon's  Notions  About  Taout. 

Salmo  solar  loquitur — "  My  dear,  we  do  not  oven 
mention  them  if  we  can  help  it,  io"  I'm  sorry  to  say 
they  are  relations  of  ours  who  do  us  no  credit.  A 
great  many  years  ago  they  were  just  like  us,  but 
they  were  so  lazy  and  CDwardly  and  g'-eedy  that  in- 
stead of  going  down  to  the  sea  every  year  to  see  the 
world  and  grow  strong  and  fat,  they  chose  to  stay  and 
poke  about  in  the  little  streams  and  eat  worms  and 
grubs  ;  and  they  are  very  prope'^ly  punished  for  it, 
for  they  have  grown  ugly  and  brown  and  spotted 
and  small,  and  are  actually  so  degraded  in  their 
tastes  that  they  will  eat  our  children  J  " — Kingaley's 
"Water  Babies." 


Reveille. 

The  shadows  flee  from  glassy  sea, 

And  plaintive,  clear  and  high. 
Comes  lonely  pipe  from  early  snipe 

To  tell  that  dawn  is  nigh. 
The  sails,  dew  wet,  hang  limply  yet 

Against  the  clammy  mast. 
Then  up,  ye  dogs,  and  don  your  togs! 

For  lo  !  the  night  is  passed. 
The  east's  aglow  with  bristling  row 

Of  lances  gold  and  red. 
The  first  faint  breeze  blurs  sleeping  seas; 

On  deck  ye  dogs  abed  ! 
We  swing  and  strain  at  jarring  chain. 

Alert  to  be  away. 
Ho!  boatswain,  hail!    All  hands  make  sail! 

Awake !  for  it  is  day ! 
The  sun  leaps  high  in  blazing  sky 

Above  the  ocean's  rim. 
And  wakes  on  land  a  feathered  band 

To  make  their  morning  hymn. 
Then  halyards  haul,  ye  sailors  all, 

Tiim  sheets,  and  lay  her  course. 
And  crowd  her  through  the  eager  blue. 

The  wind  is  here  in  force! 

 H.  V.  S.MEDBERG. 


On  Wednesday,  whilst  fishing  at  Margate  Jetty 
Extension,  Mr.  Johnson,  landlord  of  the  Fountain 
Inn,  caught  three  good  mullet,  one  of  theaa 
scaling  41b. 


A  Case  of  Second  Sight. 
A  Scotch  minister  and  his  friend,  who  were 
coming  home  from  a  wedding,  began  to  consider 
the  state  into  which  their  potations  at  the  wedding 
least  had  left  them.  "  Sandy,"  said  the  minister, 
"just  stop  a  minute  here  till  I  go  ahead.  _  Maybe  I 
don't  walk  very  steady  and  the  good  wife  might 
remark  something  not  just  right."  He  walxed 
ahead  of  the  servant  for  a  short  distance  and  then 
asked:  "How  is  it?  Am  I  walking  straight?" 
"Oh,  ay,"  answered  Sandy  thickly,  "ye're  a  reeht 
— but  who's  that  who's  with  yon  ?  " — Harper's 
Weekly. 


On  Saturday,  Aug.  5,  a  woman  named  Jane  Reay 
was  fined  20s.  and  costs  by  the  Newcastle  magis- 
trates for  being  found  in  possession  of  a  gaff  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  salmon.  It  was  alleged  in 
evidence  that  the  woman  poached  more  salmon 
than  any  man  along  the  Tyne.  She  is  said  to  be 
the  first  woman  ever  charged  with  such  an  offence 
on  Tyne  side. 

Mr.  J.  PicKERSGiLL,  dealer  in  fly  material,  has 
removed  from  Rydall  street,  Holbeck,  to  6,  Clark- 
terrace,  Pontefract-lane,  Leeds. 


John  Wilson,  a  plastorer,  and  William  Lynas,  a 
labourer,  were  each  fined  £5  and  costs,  or  two 
months'  imprisonment,  at  Barnard  Castle  Police 
Court  on  Aug.  9,  for  destroying  fish  in  the  Percy 
Be^k  with  chloride  of  lime.  A  local  chemist  proved, 
the  sale  of  the  poison  to  one  of  the  men.  Other 
evidence  showed  that  over  a  hundred  trout,  beside 
a  number  of  other  fish  ,  were  found  dead  in  the  water. 


A  FINE  salmon,  weighing  47lb.,  has  been  caught 
in  the  Tweed  by  Berwijk  net  fiihers.  This  is  the 
heaviest  fish  captured  he"e  since  1903,  when  a  48- 
pounder  was  sesured.  A  5(51b.  salmon  was  g)t 
about  twenty  years  ago  from  the  Tweed.  A  salmon 
whiih  turned  the  scales  at  341b.  was  landed  along 
with  the  47-pjunder. 


In  a  certain  town  of  Connecticut  a  deacon  of  the 
church,  charged  with  soliciting  subscriptions  for  a 
charity,  recently  experienced  considerable  difficulty 
in  getting  the  townsmen  to  contribute.  To  one 
of  his  neighbours  the  deacon  said  :  "  Oh,  come, 
Richard,  do  give  something."  "  Sorry,  deacon," 
answered  Richard,  "  but  I  don't  see  how  I  can." 
"  Why  not,  isn't  the  cause  a  good  one  ?  "  "  Oh, 
yes  ;  the  cause  is  good  enough,  but  I  owe  too 
much  money."  "  But,  Richard,  you  owe  God  a 
larger  debt  than  anyone  else."  "  That's  true,  too," 
drawled, Richard,  "but  He  ain't  pushin'  me." — 
Harper's  Weekly. 


The  little  black  man  got  hold  of  a  marconigram 
recently  addressed  to  the  summer  seaside  of  the 
dominies  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  West 
Orange,  N.J.,  from  a  well-known  society  lady.  It 
should  have  read,  "  Order  them  a  large  salmon," 
but  the  malicious  imp  twisted  salmon  into  saloon 
to  the  consternation  of  the  assembled  devotees  of 
temperance. — New  York  F.G. 


The  Sea.  , 

Great  Sea  !    Thou,  like  Eternity,  dost  keep 

Thy  depths  as  fathomless  as  mankind's  soul.  1 
Art  thou  not  weary  of  thine  endless  roll. 

And  long  to  know  the  kiss  of  soft-winged  Sleep  ? 

Canst  thou  know  pain  amid  thy  boundless  deep  ? 
Can  anger  throb  in  this  tumultuous  breast  ? 

Ah,  no  !    It  is  our  passions  which  o'ersweep 
Thy  heart,  and  fill  thee  ever  with  unrest. 

Humanity  in  wailing  tones  sings  o'er 

Thy  spirit,  and  thy  gentle  heart  o'erflows 
With  brimming  pity,  letting  wavelets  fall 

In  countless  sighs  upon  the  listening  shore. 
Weep,  gentle  waters,  weep  at  least  for  those 
Who  have  no  tears,  or  who  have  shed  them  all. 

— G.  M.  S. 


To-day,  Thursday,  as  I  wended  my  way  from 
the  rue  de  Fleet  and  across  Blackfriars  Biidge,  I 
was  charmed  to  see  so  many  thousands  from  all 
parts  of  the  globe  (or  very  nearly  all)  admiring  the 
"decorations"  in  honour  of  the  "Return  Visit." 
At  every  point  d' avanlaqe ,  inscribed  in  lette-s  of 
silver  and  gold,  also  in  red,  white,  and  blue  :  "  Vive 
I'Entente  Cordiale  entres  les  Deux  Grandes  Puis- 
sances Navales  !  "  "  Vive  I'Entente  Cordial !  " 
"  Vive  Loubet !  "  "  La  Cite  salue  la  France  ! '"  et;.  ] 
«  *  •  *  • 

In  addition  to  the  innumerable  banners  and 
mottoes,  and  flags  and  flowers,  there  were  many 
ejaculations  expiessive  of  satisfaction  from  what 
might  be  termed  a  "mixed"  audience.  "  I  be 
main  glad  I'm  coom !  " — this  from  a  gentleman 
who  only  comes  to  London  when  there's  anything 
to  see. — Bacon.  "  It's  'a  richt  the  noo  !  " — thus  a 
gentleman  fra  the  North. — Dewar.  "  I'm  going 
to  wite  yer  till  they  comes  aht  of  the  'all  barter 
dinner  " — thus  one  of  the  gentry  whom  we  have 
always  with  us. — Perkins'  Entire.  "Guess  I'll 
stroU  into  the  Cheshi'^e  Cheese,  and  lunch  with 
Charley  Moore  till  the  procession  returns  from 
Guildhall" — thus  a  native  of  the  Land  of  the  Free. 
— Cocktail.  "Be  jabers,  I  wish  I  had  my  shillelagh 
wid  me,  I'd  crack  some  of  the  good  bhoys  over  the 
head  wid  it — sure,  aint  we  all  Oirish  ?  " — Dunville. 
****** 
I  must  wait  till  Friday,  when  I  hope  to  mix  with 
some  of  the  jolly  French  sailors  either  in  the  streets 
or  at  the  Alhambra.  I  shall  have  a  copy  of  the 
"Green  Cover"  with  me  and  find  out  how  many 
intend  staying  for  the  forthcoming  international 
fishing  match  at  Henley,  that  i5,  if  jolly  French 
mariners  will  consent  to  be  pegged  down  on  shore. 
There  are  several  mottoes  and  greetings  absent,  I 
notice,  but  I  was  not  elected  on  the  entertainment 
committee.  No  matter !  Vive  Loubet  /  Vive  le 
Boi !  et  aussi  Dragnet. 


August  12,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


;§Tofc5  from  ff)c  ^Torfl). 


AxGLtNTG  has  received  a  fresh  impetus  all  over  the 
north  from  the  late  rains,  and  considerable  sport 
has  been  had  on  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  and  similar 
wate.'s. 


On  the  Dee  there  was  a  fine  flood,  and  a  consider- 
able run  of  finely-shaped  giihe  got  away.  In  spite 
of  vigilant  watching  the  poacher  was  strongly  en 
evidence. 


A  kelt  salmon  was  noted  in  the  Aberdeen  marke  t 
one  day  in  last  week  of  July.  Three  experts  vouch 
for  the  fact.  That  this  is  a  rara  avis  is  a  dead 
certainty,  as  salmon  do  not  spawn  so  early  as  the 
month  of  July. 


That  it  was  sold  as  a  clean  fish  was  no  doubt  due 
to  igQorance  on  the  part  both  of  the  salesman  and 
netter,  but  it  shows  a  want  of  supervision. 

I  am  indebted  to  "Medicus"  for  the  note  he 
Feat  to  last  wesk's  issue  anent  the  Cabrach 
(Deveron)  fishings.  After  all,  I  am  right  in  my 
first  statement  that  it  is  now  closed  as  a  pubHc 
water.  I  am  so  often  caught  up  supposed  to  be 
napping  that  I  may  be  excused  for  just  a  little  crow. 


However,  anglers  have  to";blame  themselves  for 
the  shutting  down  of  so  many  pubUo  waters. 
They  have  abused  the  privilege  of  true  sportsmen 
in  some  few  cases  to  the  hurt  of  the  many. 

The  lat«  Duke  was  very  liberal ;  but  "  old  times 
are  changed,  old  manners  gone,  and  new  Kings 
arise  who  know  not  Joseph," 

/  The  Dee  tidal  anglers  are  beginning  to  get  rare 
baskets  at  last.  The  best  was  to  Captain  Mackay 
on  Saturday,  when  he  had  seventeen  fine  finnock 
averaging  about  1  lb.  each. 


Mr.  Ritchie's  guests  are  doing  well  on  the  Ythan 
tidal.  His  house  is  crammed  full.  Mr.  Watson, 
Torphins,  has  his  little  bum  of  Beltie,  and  they  are 
getting  fine  spoit. 


Some  ten  years  ago  a  valuable  diamond  ring  was 
picked  up  on  the  Borrowstone  Dee  water,  which 
had  been  lost  for  ten  years.  I  saw  the  ring  which 
was  valued  at  £60  I  think,  and  the  keeper  got  £5 
for  the  find.  Special  Scotch. 


WEYMOUTH  ANGLING  FESTIYAL. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  PRIZES  BY  THE  MAYOR. 


The  three  days'  competitions  so  successfully 
organised  by  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling 
Society,  of  which  Mr.  Councillor  Wallis  is  the 
popular  Chairman,  waa  brought  to  a  close  on  Friday 
evening,  and  after  the  weighing  in  of  the  fish  caught 
in  that  day's  competition  the  competitors  and  other 
members  met  in  the  handsome  assembly  room  of 
the  Waymouth  Hotel  and  Restaurant  for  the  pur- 
pose of  witnessing  the  distributian  of  the  prizes  and 
enjoying  a  short  smoking  concert.  The  Mayor 
(Alderman  T.  J.  Templeman)  presided,  and  among 
those  present  were  Mr.  S.  S.  Milledge,  Mr.  J.  Howard 
Bowen,  Mr.  Percy  Milledge,  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis,  Mr.  A. 
G.  Rowell  (Hori.  Secretary),  Mr.  P.  Bolt,  and  Mr.  J. 
R.  HoUoway. 

The  Mayor  said  it  was  very  kind  of  them  to  in- 
vite him  to  distribute  the  prizes.  He  did  not  know 
much  about  fishing,  but  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Angling  Association  was  a  very  great  attraction  tj 
Weymouth,  and  thought  it  was  a  great  pity  they 
could  not  get  a  little  more  liberty  in  fishing  and 
control  of  the  Backwater.  His  Worship  then  pre- 
sented the  prizes  as  follows  : — 

Wednesday's  sea  competition.  1,  Mr.  Councillor 
S.  H.  Wallis,  egg  stand  ;  2,  Mr.  Hatcher,  fish  carvers ; 
'■i,  Mr.  Rowell,  plated  sugar  basin. 

Thursday's  foreshore  competition. — 1,  Mr.  Coun- 
cillor S.  H.  Wallis,  bart^eter ;  2,  Major  Seymour, 
set  of  carvers ;  3,  not  won. 

Thursday's  sea  competition.  —  1,  Mr.  Oreenhaugh, 
clock  and  inkstand ;  2,  Mr.  F.  Read,  umbrella ;  3, 
Major  Seymour,  preserve  stand. 

Fiiday's  foreshore  competition. — 1,  Mr.  Stoodlsy, 
"larine  glass ;  2,  Mr.  Hatcher,  biscuit  box  ;  3,  Mr. 
Gilllick,  tobacco  pouch. 

National  Sea  Anglers'  Federation  gold  medal  (for 
the  heaviest  i'nii  caught  in  any  of  the  three  days' 
competition) — Mr.  Greenhaugh.  Gold  medal  for  the 
second  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Councilljr  S.  H.  Wallis  ; 
gold  mo  lal  for  the  third  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  F.  Read. 

Aggregate  prizes. — 1,  Mr.  Councillor  S.  H.  Wallis, 
'i'Mb.  iiioz.;  2,  Mr.  Hatcher,  191b.  14oz. 

Friday's  foresJ^iore  competition  resulted  as  fol- 


bws:— Mr.  Hatcher,  31b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Gullick,  21b. 
4oz.  ;  Mr.  Councillsr  S.  H.  Wallis,  1  lb.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
W.  Stoodby,  51b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Rowell,  14oz. ;  Mr. 
Read,  8oz. 

In  Wednesday's  sea  competition  the  weight  of 
fish  caught  was  2171b.  7^oz.  ;  Thursday's  .sea  com- 
petition, 731b.  ;  Thursday's  foreshore  competition, 
21b.  12Joz. ;  Friday's  foreshore  competition,  141b. 
2oz.,  a  total  of  3041b.  2oz. 

The  loyal  toast  having  been  duly  honoured, 

Mr.  S.  S.  Milladge  proposed  "  Continued  success 
to  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  S'ja  Angling  Society." 
(Applause.)  Although  the  Society  hud  been  so  re- 
cently formed  it  had  proved  itself  t)  be  a  power  in 
their  midst,  and  he  hoped  it  would  live  much 
longer  than  some  other  local  associations  liad  lived. 
The  report  had  gone  forth  that  the  fisli  would  not 
come  to  Weymouth  Bay  because  there  was  a  very 
sluggish  bottom,  and  he  thought  there  must  be 
something  in  it,  as  every  fisherman  in  Weymouth 
told  him  the  same  sort  of  thing.  He,  however, 
congratulated  the  Society  upon  the  capital  sport 
they  had  had  during  the  last  two  or  three  days. 
They  had  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  the  borough  one 
who  was  deeply  interested  in  the  question  of  railway 
communication,  and  he  was  sure  the  Mayor  would 
do  everything  in  his  power  to  improve  the  railway 
service,  and  that  they  would  back  him  up..  He  be- 
lieved they  would  get  an  increased  number  of 
visitors  every  year  ia  consequence  of  the  Society, 
and  he  asked  them  to  drink  success  to  the  Society, 
coupled  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Wallis,  the  Chairman. 
They  were  all  indebted  to  Mr.  Wallis  and  also  to 
Mr.  Rowell  for  the  great  energy  they  threw  into  the 
work  of  the  Society,  as  it  was  the  means  of  making 
them  all  more  enthusiastic  fishermen. 

The  toast  having  beea  received  with  musical 
honours,  Mr.  Wallis,  ia  responding,  spoke  of  Wey- 
mouth as  the  finest  resort  for  angling  on  the  South 
Coast.  When  the  Society  was  formed  it  soon 
bejaine  300  strong,  and  they  were  asked  to  federate 
with  other  societies.  They  had  had  gentlemen 
from  London,  Bath,  and  Bristol  competing  with 
them,  and  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  come  again. 

Mr.  Rowell  also  responded.  He  said  the  festival 
had  meant  very  hard  work  for  him  in  writing  so 
many  letters  to  other  Angling  Sociedes.  He  wished 
there  had  been  more  strangers  in  the  competitions, 
but  he  hoped  that  when  people  saw  the  quantity  of 
fish  that  was  caught  it  would  induce  more  anglers 
to  come  to  Weymouth. 

Mr.  Bowen  proposed  the  health  of  the  Mayor. 
There  was  no  one  in  Weymouth  who  took  greater 
interest  in  the  town  than  the  Mayor.  His  Worship 
took  a  businesslike  interest  in  the  town,  and  no  one 
had  done  more  to  piocure  them  better  railway 
faciUties.  He  thought  the  angling  society  was  doing 
as  much  gcod  as  any  society  in  the  town  to  help  it 
forward  as  a  w  atei  ing  place,  as  they  brought  people 
from  all  parts  of  England  to  see  that  Weymouth 
was  a  first-class  fishing  ground.  The  Society  ought 
to  make  it  their  business  to  find  out  those  vi-itors 
who  wanted  a  good  day's  fishing  and  show  them 
where  to  go  to  obtain  the  sport,  and  if  they  did 
that  they  would  do  a  great  amount  of  good.  It 
was  also  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  see  that  the 
young  fish  were  not  destroyed.  He  was  delighted 
to  see  the  Mayor  present,  besause  he  was  a  thorough 
sportsman  and  supported  everytliing  that  was  tor 
the  benefit  of  the  town. 

The  Mayor  responded  in  an  interesting  speech,  in 
which  he  said  that  as  a  Weymouth  man  he  had 
always  studied  j  what  he  could  best  do  for  the 
interest  of  the  town.  What  they  wanted  to  do 
was  to  make  the  town  go  ahead.  Replying  to 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  P.  Belt  and  Mr.  Wallis  in 
favour  of  allowing  more  trawling  in  the  bay,  his 
Worship  promised  to  confer  with  Mr.  Barnes  on  the 
subject  and  see  what  could  be  done. 

During  the  evening  songs  and  recitations  were 
given,  aii^ong  the  contributors  being  Mossrs.  F. 
Dovey,  P.  Bolt,  and  A.  G.  Rowell. — Weymou'h 
Telegram. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  general  committee  will  meet  at  Cripplegate 
Institute  on  Monday  next,  Aug.  14,  at  8.30  p.m. — 
R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

There  was  very  little  business  on  the  agenda  at 
our  meeting  on  Aug.  2.  The  chief  topics  of  the 
evening  were  the  club  challenge  cup  and  the  club 
match  on  Aug.  7.  Particulars  of  the  draw  for  the 
Hrst  roimd  of  the  cup  and  other  details  have  been 
sent  to  all  members.  Fishing  results  dru-ing  the 
past  week  have  been  very  satisfactory.  The  bailiff 
on  the  Uxbridge  section  of  the  society's  water 
reports  that  one  angler  had  bream  (best  2ilb.)  and 
several  nice  roach,  and  another  ejlb.  of  roach  (best 


1  ib.  OJoz.).  Several  mornbers  visited  Harefield 
during  the  holidays.  The  result  of  the  club  match 
on  Aug.  7  was  : — 1,  Mr.  Hail.stono,  roach  (best 
I  lb.  9oz. )  ;  2,  Mr.  Crackncll,  roach  and  gudgeon 
(best  roach  1  Ib.  IJoz.)  ;  3,  Mr.  E.  Blagravfi,  roaf;h 
(Ixist  1  Ib.  |<)z.).  Mr.  Vincr  also  had  ja<;k,  rotwjh, 
and  dace,  Messrs.  Gobell  and  Wilkins  roach  and 
gudgeon,  Mr.  Yarharn  perch  and  several  oHier 
members  had  roach,  etc.  Although  anglers  are 
perhaps  not  getting  the  same  quantity  of  fish  they 
got  last  year  about  this  time,  some  good-class  fish 
are  being  secured  in  all  parts  of  the  society's  fishery. 
1  may  perhaps  add  that  the  upper  portion  of  the 
back  stream  at  Harefiold  is  being  thoroughly  cleaned 
out.— E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
As  usual,  no  meeting  was  held  on  the  Tuesday 
following  Bank  Holiday.  Members  are  reminded, 
however,  that  on  Tuesday  next  (Aug.  l.'j),  a  bream 
competition  has  been  appointed  to  take  place, 
when  a  silver  medal  is  offered  for  the  three  best 
bream  above  the  society's  standard  ;  and  also 
special  prizes  for  the  heaviest  and  second  heaviest 
single  fish — usual  C.L.P.S.  conditions.  There  will 
also  be  an  "  Outing  "  to  Wraysbury  on  Saturday, 
Aug.  26,  to  which  ladies  are  specially  invited. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  occupied  the  chair  at  our 
post-holiday  meeting  on  Aug.  9.  An  item  of  great 
interest  to  members  was  the  notification  that  the 
specially  designed  fishing  punt  was  now  on  the 
society's  v/ater,  and  available  for  use.  Suitable  by- 
laws have  been  framed  for  the  guidance  of  members, 
and  strict  observance  of  the  same  is  desirable.  The 
attendance  was  small,  but  practically  all  present 
had  been  rewarded  with  a  meed  of  success.  Mr.  W. 
Cox  has  taken  perch  and  dace  ;  Mr.  J.  Potter,  from 
the  Lea,  forty  roach,  average  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Ellis 
Forbes,  perch  and  roach  up  to  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Piercy, 
perch,  bream  and  dace,  perch  up  to  1  lb.  5Joz., 
dace  up  to  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  some  good  perch 
up  to  1  lb.  4oz.  and  dace  up  to  9oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Att- 
wood  a  very  classy  lot  of  roach  and  dace,  the  former 
up  to  1  lb.  8oz.,  the  latter  to  lO^oz.— G.  W. 

Openshaw  Star  Anglers'  Society. 
The  above  society  decided  their  aimual  contest 
at  Saxilby  in  the  Fosdyke  for  thirty-one  valuable 
prizes.  All  members  competed.  Sport  fair ;  the 
morning  was  very  bright,  but  this  water  should 
fish  well  in  September.  The  following  were  the 
winners  : — Messrs.  W.  Chegwin,  first,  1  lb.  2oz.  2dr. ; 
W.  Naylor,  second,  14oz.  2dr.  ;  S.  Walker,  A. 
Wilkinson,  J.  Worsley,  A.  Eraser,  E.  Holt,  H. 
Morris,  M.  Atherton,  J.  Wilkinson,  W.  Threlkeld, 
D.  Parry,  E.  Harding,  D.  Rogers,  W.  Upchurch, 
J.  Singleton,  T.  Heald,  W.  Wilkinson,  W.  Renshaw, 
B.  Beswick. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Otterite. — The  Arun,  in  Sussex,  is  a  very  fair 
river  for  fishing.  The  fish  to  be  caught  are  the 
usual  coarse  fish — roach,  dace,  perch,  pike,  etc.  As 
for  baits,  the  best  is  what  they  take  best — the 
usual  assortment. 

F.  Saparelli. — You  will  find  some  useful  infor- 
mation about  baits  and  how  to  use  them  in 
"  Angling  and  how  to  Angle,"  price  Is.,  published 
by  Messrs.  F.  Warne  &  Co.,  Bedford-street,  Covent 
Garden,  London. 

G.  L.  Blake. — The  Formalin  Company,  St.  Mary- 
at-Hill,  London,  E.C. 

Grouse  and  Green. — We  do  not  know  of  any 
published  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  secre- 
taries of  the  various  recognised  angling  associations 
in  Scotland. 


letters  to  the  Ebitov, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

MR.  W.  H.  ALDAM  AND  EYED  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  John  Bolding  is  quite  right  in 
saying  that  neither  Mr.  Bankart  nor  I  wish  "  to 
deprive  Mr.  Aldam  of  his  share  of  anglers'  gratitude." 
The  origin  and  development  of  the  modern  eyed 
hook  are  now  a  matter  of  ancient  history  which 
was  fully  described  in  the  pages  of  the  Field  and 
Fishing  Gazette  many  years  ago.  If  I  was  at  home 
I  could  give  chapter  and  verse  for  nearly  every  detail; 
I  can  now  only  respond  to  ^Mr.  Bolding's  request 
from  memory. 

In  the  first  instance,  I  noted  that  Mr.  Aldam's 
May  Flies  were  tied  on  eyed  hooks,  and  when  I 
was  first  smitten  with  the  dry-fly  fever,  about  the 
year  1877,  I  suggested  the  possibility  of  small  eyed 
hooks  for  dry-fly  fishing.    Mr.  Aldam  was  an  angler 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUiURTERS,  <Seo. 


DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

KINLOCH-RANNOCH. 

«Pirst  Class  Tourist  and  Anglers'  Hotel. 
Close  to  Loch  Bannoch  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  River  Tummel.  Free  Fishing  and 
Boats  on  Loch  and  River,  of  which  the 
largest  stretch  in  the  district  is  in  con- 
nection with  this  Hotel.  Moderate 
Terms.  Posting  at  Struan  and  Eanloch- 
Rannoch. 

Telegrams  :  "  Dunalastair  Hotel." 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.    Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hdblby,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  SUddleaeas. 
Fishermen  who  w»nt  a  good  day's  sport  ol  Pike, 
Roaoh,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fre'h  stocked.  850  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  K'squent 
Tra  OS  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Weljb  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  Fish 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Kudd,  e  Inch. 
Tencb,  8  Inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Ducu,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
f}n'ifr''oi'.  4  Inch 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  i^Ei;:: 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden,  en  TRA  NCE  OF  BLACK  FORES  T. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  CuUeu,  Derry- 
inannln,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
lioat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5«.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


Tho  "Dapping"  Season  is  not 
yet  over. 

THE  FINEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM 

I>rift8  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
shallows.  Nearly  70,1100  acres  of  deep-water 
tlshiJig  for  trout  and  ])ikc. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Lou;^lis  Mask  and 
Corril),  both  for  Kly  and  Trolling.  Under  New 
Management;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
Haths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Tariff. 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery  ;  l)raclng 
air  ;  only  H  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  a])plicfttion  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor, 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 

The  Oweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Anure.  Comfortable  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  banks  of  theGweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Loiigh  Anure,  and  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
5l)s.  weekly.  Fishing  '258.  weekly,  40s.  fort- 
nightly, 60s.  monthly.  Grilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.  8,000  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  12th  August.  Apply— 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  Donegal. 
Telegrams:  "  Hotki.  Ckoi.i.v.  (Jwkkoork." 


IVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf ; 
Billiards. 
0.  W.  NBtiDER,  Proprietor. 


Border  EskandLiddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Lough vidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Hakeis." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First- Class,       Choicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY, 


MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  &  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appoint- 
ments up-to-date.  Billiards,  Boats, 
Vehicles,  &c.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in 
operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10« 
per  week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets, 
£1  Is. ;  Daily,  5s.  Boat  and  Man,  5s. 
per  day.  Cheaper  Angling  terms  on 
Upper  Water. — Address,  Manageress 


COMFORTABLE  COUNTRY  QUARTERS 

IN  CHARMING  DISTRICT. 

Free  Fishing  and  Shooting,  Boatingj 
Bowling  and  Tennis.    Board  Residence. 

MISS  RUTHERFORD, 
Cartrefle,   Lochmaben,  N.B. 


ANGLERS. 

GOOD  FISHING  HERE,  19  miles 
London.  Rye  House  Station,  G.E.R., 
and  River  Lea  150  yards.  Supper,  Bed, 
and  Breakfast,  2/9. 

TEMPERANCE  HOTEL.Rye  Park,Herts. 

Social  Parties  catered  for. 


TWO  MILES 

OF 

Ixcellent  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing 

On  the  Old  Kingsland  Club  Water. 

A  limited  number  of  Members  can  be 
admitted  at  2J  guineas  for  the  remainder 
of  the  Seasons. — Apply,  William  Brad- 
Fouu,  Royal  Oak  Hotel,  Leominster. 


WHICHFORD  MILL,  SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR, 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

lil-fiiMhioned  Farmliouse  hIhUhI  1711).  Board  Rei*i(lenrp. 
I  ■  weekly.    Trcmt  and  Coiiriie  Fishin^t,  lO/-  weekly. 
ShoutinK.  (iOO  iK^rt-H.  a  -JH.  weekly,  or  free  if  "hpoils  "  IcCt. 
riiiinff  driven  to  .SlutkeHiieare'H  ('«mntry,  Kll^e  HiUn. 
intoii  W  vnrite.s,  iJroimlitnii  ('ilKtle.  WruxtfMi  Ahlny, 
H(  itlir<M<  anil  \S  e.si..n  1  (.-uKes  ;ui.i  P.irkM.  Wliiclifonl  itiid 
Wolfonl  \Vu...ls.  Itrorulwiiy.  Kintf'«  WWnew.  A.c.  Kaihviiv 
fSUitioii,  II.>..k  Nortun,  riu  Banlmry. 

Sonie  KxiractK  from  Viititors'  Hook. 
"  Hiid  eM  fllent  .»<pt>rt,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  myself." 
■■Ilavv  juMt  finished  my  first,  but  not  last,  visit  to 
Whirhford  Mill." 
"Six  brace  of  goad  trout,  in  stiite  of  cold  east  winds  ; 
•ater  mucli  better  than  it  luoks. 


LAND,  40  ft.  by  350  ft.  (about),  in  Sussex 
village,  suitable  for  erection  of  Cottage. 
Also  2  acres  (about) 

MEADOW  LAND  &  OZIER  BED 

on  banks  of  Arun.  Price,  freehold,  £300.— 
Write,  R.  Hubbard,  Esq.,  17,  Woodville 
Road,  Ealing,  W. 


CAPITAL  FISHING 

TO  BE  LET 

on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  River,  with 
back    stream,    between    Windsor  and 
Maidenhead. — Apply, 
BUCKLAND  &  SONS,  Estate  Agents, 
4,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.G.,  Slough  and 
Windsor. 


ABOl'T  100  LOTS  of  Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle 
by  Hardy,  Farlow,  and  otlier  well-known 
makers ;  falinon  and  Tr^ait  Casta  and 
Flies  ;  Lines  and  Rerls  for  sea  and  river  fishing  ; 
Gnnsand  RiHes,  a  fine  pair  of  Roysl  Hamnierless 
Patent  Ejector  (inns  by  Holland  &  Holland, 
Double  Hirrel  and  other  Hanimerless  and 
Hammer  Guns  by  Westley  Richaids,  Greener 
Keilly.Warrilmv,  Grant,  lolley,  Boswell,  Purdey 
and  Boss  <fe  Co.  ;  Webley,  Colt,  Tranter  and 
iancaster  Revolvers,  Pistols,  Gnu  and  Cartridge 
Cases,  Big  Game,  Winchester  Repeating,  Rook, 
Rabbit,  and  Saloon  Rifles,  Bayonets,  Lances, 
Bicycles,  and  oiher  sporting  effects,  a  consign- 

nieut  of  Kit  and  Hand  Bags,  &c. 
DEBENHAJr,STORR<t  SONS,  LTD.,  will  .SELL 
BV  AUCTION,  at  2ri,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden 
W.C.,  on  Wedne.sd.vy  next,  16th  inst.,  at  12 
o'clock,  FISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE,  GUN.s 
and  SPORTING  EFFECTS  as  above. 

Catalnijues  Post  Free. 


DALY'S  THEATRE, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

TO-NIGHT  and  EVERY  EVENING,  8.15. 
MATINEE  EVERY  SATURDAY,  2.30 

Produced  by  Mr.  GEORGE  EDWARDES. 

THE   LITTLE  MICHUS. 

By  A.  Vanloo  and  G.  Duval. 
Music  by  Andre  MESS.tOER. 
Adapted  for  the  English  Stage  by 
Henry  Hamilton. 
lyrics  by  Percy  Greknhank. 


Mr.  ROBE/IT  Evett, 
Mr.  W.  Louis  Bradfielp, 
jMr.  .Tames  Blakklky, 
Mr.  AMBROSE  Manning, 
Mr.  Willie  Warde, 
and 

Mr.  GEORaK  Graves, 
Miss  Amy  Acqarde, 
Miss  Lily  Elsie, 
Miss  Gracie  St.  George, 
Miss  Nina  Skvsning, 
and 

(the  little  Michus) : 
Miss  Aprienne  Auqahdb, 
Miss  Mabel  Gbbbn. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelops;'' 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES, 
for  pd.  ;  3  doz.  for  28. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magniflcence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle! 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  IVliite   Ai  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


Box-oftlce  ten  till  ten.    Boxes  2^  to  5  gns. 
stalls,  10«.  6d.  ;  balcony,  7s.  M.  :  upper  circle 
(front),  5s.,  other  rows,  is. 


Read  rrhis. 


Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Roach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours, 
White  alnd  Pink.  Packets  3d.  &  6d.  eacb. 


CEROLEUM. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &o. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 

Of  TAOKLS  SEALEES  at  home  and  abroad,  or 
direct  from  the  Maker, 

wxxjI^ulimi  kino, 

Cbemlst,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswicfa. 

Postage  Extra. 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEESQILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Kelghley, 

York. 


INSECT 
BI^S. 

Mosquitoes, 
Gnats,  Flies, 
Midges. 

PRYOR'S  ANTI-BITE 

An  absolute  PREVENTIVE  against 
the  bites  of  all  Insects. 

THEY  WILL  NOT  COME 
NEAR  IT. 

It  is  delightful  to  use,  has  a  delicate 
perfume,  and  is  perfectly  harmless, 

A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS. 

DIRECTIONS.— Povit  a  little  into 
the  palm,  and  apply  to  the  face,  neck, 
hands,  and  ankles. 

THE   EFFECT   OF    ONE  APPLICATION 
LASTS  SEVERAL  HOURS. 


In  Bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free. 
Prepared  by 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist, 

BECKENHAIVI,  KENT. 

Special  Agents  : 

HARDY  BROS., 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Specialists, 
ALNWICK  and  Branches. 


A  tablespoonful  in  the  bath  renders  the 
whole  body  proof  against  attack. 
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of  the  old  school,  and  in  one  of  the  first  letters  I 
ever  received  from  him  he  went  so  far  as  to  say, 
"  I  am  heretic  enough  to  call  dry-fly  fishing  perfect 
humbug."    Though  I  am  quoting  from  memory,  I 
believe  these  were  his  exact  words.  Nevertheless 
he  offered  to  help  me,  and  he  wTote  to  a  Redditch 
firm  and  ordered  for  Mr.   Bankart  and  myself 
several  dozens  of  eyed  hooks  of  different  sizes. 
These  were  japanned  and  much  too  heavy  for  the 
small  flies  for  which  they  were  intended.    I  hardly 
ever  used  any  of  this  original  supply,  and  I  believe 
I  have  scores  of  them  still,  hidden  away  amongst 
thirty  years'  accumulation  of  tackle.    Mr.  Aldam, 
at  my  request,  ordered  another  lot.    These,  how- 
ever, were  so  fine  in  the  wire  that  they  were  not 
suitable  for  chalk-stream  fish,  averaging  1  lb.  or 
more.   Moreover,  the  eyes  were  very  irregular  and 
imperfect.    I  gave  them  all  away  to  a  young  friend 
whose  Welsh  fish  rarely  exceeded  ilb.    Though  I 
knew  Mr.  Aldam  intimately  for  many  years,  I  never 
had  any  further  transactions  with  him  in  the  eyed 
hook  business.    It  was  not  imtil  Mr.  Bankart  and 
I  got  a  supply  of  hooks  from  Messrs.  Hutchinson  & 
Son,  of  Kendal,  and  experimented  with  them  on 
the  Usk  (in  1878,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me), 
that  any  real  progress  was  made  towards  perfecting 
eyed  hooks  as  they  are  now  known.    Our  first 
hooks  were  made  with  straight  eyes,  but  we  softened 
the  wire  in  the  flame  of  a  candle,  and  tried  the  eyes 
both  up-turned  and  down-turned  at  different  angles. 
We  deUberately  discarded  the  dowTi-turned  eyes, 
and  decided  upon  the  proper  shape  of  up-turned 
eyes  for  future  orders.    I  will  not  weary  your 
readers  with  further  details  for  they  have  all  been 
given  at  length  in  earlier  numbers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Aldam  ever  approached 
_Mr.  Holroyd  on  the  subject  of  eyed  hooks,  but  I 
can  certainly  say  that  none  that  reached  my  hands 
through  Mr.  Aldam  deserve  to  be  called  "  suitable 
hooks."  WTien  I  get  home,  if  Mr.  Bolding  cares  to 
have  them,  I  can  send  him  some  of  the  original 
supply,  and  he  can  form  his  own  judgment  as  to 
their  suitability  to  small  flies  and  fine  fishing. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Hall. 

Old  Colwyn,  N.  Wales. 


GUT. 


Dear  Sib, — -In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
"  T.  P.  M.,"  who  requests  information  concerning 
gut,  perhaps  it  would  help  him  if  a  practical  angler 
of  thirty  years'  experience  answered  his  questions 
-^rriatim. 

1  and  2.  I  would  answer  these  queries  together, 
"  la  gut  affected  by  dampness  ?  "  "  Is  it  advisable 
to  carry  a  damping  box  ?  "    It  is  only  those  who 
fish  regularly  and  constantly  who  seem  to  learn  the 
peculiar  effect  that  "  dampness  "  has  upon  gut. 
I  emphasise  "  dampness,"  for  wetness  does  not 
seem  to  affect  gut  as  continued  dampness  does. 
One  may  fish  a  fly-cast  of  the  finest  undrawn  gut 
f'very  day  for  a  week  and  find  it  as  serviceable  on 
t  he  sixth  day  as  on  the  first.    Why  this  should  be 
sr(   I  shall  not  presume  to  say,  but  the  continual 
casting  of  the  gut  may  perhaps  so  dry  it  as  to 
prevent  the  water  entering  the  outer  coating  of  the 
gut,  and  thus  rotting  it.    At  any  rate,  I  have  on 
countless  occasions  used  a  cast  of  the  best  undrawn 
gut  for  a  week  at  a  time  and  found  it  sound  and 
good  at  the  end.    At  the  close  of  the  day  the  cast 
was  either  left  on  the  rod — a  most  convenient  prac 
tice  where  the  river  is  close  at  hand — or  put  away 
in  a  fly-Vjook.    This  is  my  experience  with  undrawn 
gut.    As  everyone  knows,  drawn  gut  seems  very 
suscsptible  to  the  effect  of  water.    How  often 
the  use  of  drawn  gut  has  led  to  disasters  remem- 
bered for  weeks,  and,  alas  !  also  words,  "  not  loud; 
but  deep,"    It  is,  let  us  fancy,  a  bright  day  with  no 
wind,  and  grayling  are  rising  delicately  or  trout  are 
'lifficult  of  approach,  and  one  feels  drawn  gut  must 
Nfi  used.    A  cast  is  put  up  that  bears  the  usual  test 
■  t  being  passed  through  the  hand  ;  a  few  fish  are 
successfully  outwitted    and    basketed,  and  then 
suddenly  in  striking  another  fish  the  rod  springs  up, 
the  lino  has  broken  at  the  point,  and  the  drawn  gut 
nn  Ijeing  tested,  now  breaks,  after  fifteen  minutes' 
use.   like  threads  of  tow  between  one's  fingers. 
Tliis  is,  I  venture  to  say,  no  imcommon  experience, 
and  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  tlio 
'■  drawing  "  of  the  gut— the  removal  of  the  outer 
shiritng  covering — has  admitted  the  water  and  the 
gut  has  become  rotten.    Continued  dampness  is 
most  certainly  injurious  to  gut,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  damping  boxes  are,  in  my 
opinion,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  "  springes  to 
f-atch  woodcocks,"  devices  of  the  tackle  makers  for 
tlie  destruction  of  gut. 

For  why  is  it  necessary  to  carry  a  damping  box  ? 
Is  it  that  the  gut  may  bo  readily  straightened  ? 
The  angler  who  cannot  straighten  the  finest  gut  by 
drawing  it  between  his  two  forefingers  and  thumb 
has  yet  to  win  his  spurs  in  that  delicate  artfulness 


I'use  the  word' in  its  proper  meaning — wherein 
consists  one  of  the  great  attractions  of  angling.  A 
cast  of  gut  made  on  the  river's  bank  or  unfolded 
from  the  tackle-maker's  coil  may  in  tViirty  seconds 
by  the  watch  be  straightened  out  and  made  ready 
for  use  in  wet-fly  fishing. 

In  the  use  of  the  dry-fly,  it  may  be  somewhat 
different.  Fresh  gut  is  so  liable  to  float  or  to  curl 
back  in  casting;  but  even  he'e,  after  many  years' 
experience,  I  have  entirely  discarded  the  damping 
box,  and  would  prefer  to  carry  an  already  damped 
and  straightened  cast  upon  my  hat  (though  this  is 
not  advisable  in  hot  weather)  or  expend  an  extra 
minute  or  two  upon  steeping  it  in  the  river  brink 
than  to  trust  good  gut  to  the  tender  mercies  of  a 
damping  box.  Eight  hours  in  a  damping  box  are 
sometimes  sufficient  to  make  the  best  gut  untrust- 
worthy, and  it  must  be  heart-breaking  to  find  half 
a  dozen  lines,  over  the  construction  of  which  you 
have  wearied  eyes  that  are  already  aging,  and 
expended  much  of  the  midnight  oil,  as  useless  for 
the  capture  of  trout  as  cobwebs.  Those  brethren 
of  the  angle  who  carry  damping  boxes  are  those — ■ 
if  my  experience  is  any  guide — from  whom  you  will 
most  often  hear  some  such  words  as  these  :  "  Look 
sharp,  old  man  ;  finish  your  wine.  You  have  been 
long  enough  over  your  dinner.  Let  me  have  the 
table  and  the  lamp.  I  must  make  a  few  lines.  I 
used  two  or  three  of  'em  to-day."  Therefore,  I 
would  advise  "  T.  P.  M."  to  avoid  damping  boxes 

as  he  would  the  ,  to  keep  gut  in  a  dry,  cool 

place  wrapped  in  waterproof  paper,  and  enclosed 
in  a  washleather  bag,  and  if  good  gut  to  start  with, 
it  will  keep  so  for  years.  Don't  buy  much  gut  at 
a  time  ;  but  if  "  T.  P.  M."  hits  on  a  good  lot,  then 
let  him  buy  a  little  more  and  keep  carefully. 

3.  "  Can  frayed  gut  be  rendered  serviceable 
again  ?  "  Some  of  the  best  gut  will  fray  slightly  in 
wear,  but  to  make  it  round  and  level  again  it  must 
be  passed  through  a  drawing-plate,  and  is  not  worth 
the  trouble.  Drawn  gut,  if  required,  can  be  bought 
very  cheap. 

4.  "  How  is  gut  affected  by  dust  ?  "  I  do  not 
understand  the  force  of  this  question.  Damp  and 
sunlight  are  in  the  order  named  the  two  great 
enemies  of  gut,  and  exposure  to  either  for  long  will 
render  it  useless.  There'will  be  little  sunlight  and 
no  damp  or  dust  if  kept  as  suggested  above. 

To  show  how  serviceable  good  gut  may  be  after 
being  kept  for  years,  I  may  mention  that  it  was 
only  last  week,  on  some  trout  water  in  the  Midlands, 
I  was  fortunate  enough  to  kill  before  breakfast  five 
trout,  weighing  U^lb.  The  Very  fine  undrawn  gut 
upon  which  these  were  taken  had  been  in  a  wash- 
leather  pocket  of  a  fly-book  for  three  years. — 
Yours  truly,  Thymallus. 


larger  every  year.  When  people  understand  them 
they  like  them  very  much.  Some  people  get  to 
know  how  to  use  them  at  once,  others  take  a 
longer  time  ;  if  they  would  take  the  trouble  to  read 
the  instructions  and  imderstand  them,  then  there  is 
no  trouble.  By  putting  the  pressure  on  the  handle 
running  round  you  always  keep  control  of  your  fish, 
no  over-running  of  the  reel,  never  any  slack  line, 
and  you  can  kill  a  fish  in  half  the  time  you  do 
with  an  ordinary  reel.  As  to  yours  about  fish 
passes,  I  cannot  see  any  difference  IxJtweon  a  fish 
pass  and  a  fall,  where  the  fish  has  to  jump  over, 
neither  do  I  think  could  tho  fish.  Almost  all  the 
fish  that  go  up  the  North  Esk  go  through  the  fish 
pass  on  the  Morphie  Dyke,  hundreds  of  fish  are  killed 
above  it;  the  same  on  tho  South  Esk — there  are 
many  fish  passes  on  it  where  tho  fish  go  through 
and  take  above.  Many  of  these  passes  are  badly 
constructed,  one  especially  on  the  Craigo  Dyke 
would  be  better  taken  away,  it  is  the  worst-con- 
structed pass  I  have  ever  seen.  Many  fish  are 
caught  above  the  Deanstone  pass  on  tho  River 
Teith.  Many  of  the  fish  taken  on  the  River  Earn 
go  through  the  fish  pass  at  Dupplin.  Mr.  Grant,  of 
Invermoriston,  told  me  recently  that  the  Moriston 
river  is  full  of  fish  above  the  fish  pass,  and  some 
have  been  caught  with  the  rod,  but  since  the  fish 
went  up  the  river  has  been  too  low  to  fish  for  them 
with  success.  Mr.  J.  C.  Mowbray  wrote  me  two 
years  ago  he  caught  sixty  salmon  and  grilse  on  the 
RuchiU,  above  the  fish  pass,  all  with  fly  ;  the  year 
before  twenty  below  the.  fall,  before  the  pass  was 
erected,  and  all  with  bait,  and  not  one  above  the 
fall.  Many  of  the  fish  passes  ai'e  perfectly  useless, 
in  others  fish  will  not  take  the  pass  until  they  are 
red  and  full  of  spawn,  all  owing  to  the  fish  having 
to  jump  instead  of  swimming  up. — Yours  truly, 
"  Perth."  P.  D.  Malloch. 


GUT. 

D's'.AR  Sir, — I  have  received  from  Mr.  R.  Turnbull, 
10,  Hanover-street,  Edinburgh,  a  sample  of  un- 
bleached gut,  fresh  and  just  as  it  leaves  the 
Spanish  makers.  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a 
few  strands,  not  selected,  but  taken  haphazard. 
I  have  just  tested  some  against  similar  bleached 
gut  and  find  it  distinctly  stronger  and  more 
elastic. — Yours  truly,  Medicus  Quidam. 

[The  gut  certainly  seems  unusually  strong  for  its 
size  ;  and  this  sample  again  proves  to  me  that  the 
system  of  bleaching  gut  is  altogether  wrong. — Ed.] 


THE 


"  SUN  AND  PLANET 
PASSES. 


REEL— FISH 


Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  thinking  of  purchasing 
a  "  Sun  and  Planet  "  reel  for  salmon  fishing,  as  it 
seems  to  me  quite  an  ideal  reel  for  the  purpose.  I 
have,  however,  been  informed  that  there  is  a  liability 
to  jam.  This  I  am  unwDling  to  believe,  although  I 
acknowledge  that  the  cog-wheels  might  under  certain 
circumstances  jam. 

If  any  of  your  readers  have  used  this  reel  for 
some  time,  I  shall  feel  myself  much  favoured  should 
they  see  their  way  to  say  what  their  experience  has 
been.  I  would  like  to  know  particularly  whether, 
if  a  jam  has  in  any  case  taken  place  under  the  strain 
of  a  salmon's  rush,  the  working  parts  were  quite 
free  from  sand,  or  if  the  reel  had  been  allowed  to 
fall  on  a  hard  surface  at  any  time  previous  to  the 
jam  taking  place  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, 
-Yours  truly,         -  R.  L. 

Canonbie. 

[I  hope  some  of  our  readers  will  give  their  expe- 
rience. I  give  below  what  Mr.  Malloch  says  ;  of 
course,  it  may  be  said,  as  the  inventor,  he  is  naturally 
nrejudiced,  but  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Malloch  would 
for  a  moment  hesitate  to  say  so  if  he  had  found 
the  reel  does  jam. — Ed.] 

"  In  reply  to  yours  re  'Sun  and  Planet '  reel, 
I  have  never  heard  a  single  complaint  about  the 
'  Sun  and  Planet '  reel  jamming,  nor  have  I  ever 
had  a  jam  with  any  myself,  and  I  have  killed  thou 
sands  of  fish  with  it.    The  sale  of  these  reels  gets 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr-  Tod  has  wisely  refrained  from 
attempting  to  dissect  the  various  points  in  my 
second  letter,  restricting  himself  to  one  point  only — 
namely,  "  from  a  fly-fisher's  point  of  view."  This, 
with  no  adequate  reason,  he  merely  describes  as 
"  feeble."  Even  the  important  question  of  "  dap- 
ping "  and  the  results  therefrom  he  leaves  severely 
alone. 

I  cannot  understand  why  Mr.  Tod  should  sym- 
pathise with  those  who  are  unable  to  fish  with  the 
fly,  nor  can  I  understand  why  those  gentlemen  must 
not  catch  trout  with  worms  in  the  trout  season — - 
no  one  ever  suggested  that  they  should  be  taken 
out  of  season.  Mr.  A.  C.  Fricker's  letter  of  last 
week,  headed  "  Fishing  Ethics,"  is  very  appropriate 
in  this  instance.  Those  of  your  readers  who  are 
interested  in  this  question  I  would  ask  to  be  good 
enough  to  peruse  my  second  letter  and  compare  it 
carefully  with  those  of  Mr.  Tod's.  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that  I  am  in  the  right,  and  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  should  the  question  be  put  to  the  vote 
the  majority  would  be  in  favour  of  my  views. 

Is  the  point,  however,  sufficiently  important  and 
interesting  to  warrant  the  invitation  of  further 
correspondence  ?  Personally,  I  think  it  is. — Yours 
truly,  H.  Harcouht  Verden. 

UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  C.  J.  Brooke  has  attacked  me  for 
suggesting  the  use  of  a  long  double-haadei  rod  in 
clear  water  worm  fishing  in  large  rivers,  also  for 
fishing  for  the  pot ;  and  "  Glanhros  "  for  supporting 
Mr.  Tod  in  deplecating  the  use  of  the  worm  until  its 
legitimate  seasDn — namely,  until  after  the  Creeper 
and  Stone  Fly  are  over,  and  on  rivers  where 
these   are  not  found   before   the  end   of  May, 
I  take   it.     WTiich  is  the  most  sportsmanlike  ? 
— to  use  a  double-handed  rod    in  a  large  river, 
like  the  Usk  and  Wye,  or  to  fish  with  the  woim 
practically  all  the  season.    From  the  tone  of  ilr. 
C.  J.  Brooke's  letter  I  should  imagine  him  to  be 
one   of    those    fishermen    whom    one   meets  at 
fishing  inns — I  mean  tlia  man  who  knows  every- 
thing about  fishing,  and  what  he  does  not  know  is 
not  worth  knowing  ;  and  who  is  perpetually  telling 
you,  "  That's  not  the  way,  I'll  show  you  how  to  do 
it,"  etc.    Mr.  C.  J.  Brooke  states  that  he  has  not 
had  the  pleasure  of  fishing  the  Eden  or  the  Wye  ; 
as  far  as  the  Wye  and  Usk  are  concerned  I  trust 
that  it  may  be  a  long  time  before  we  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  on  those  rivers,  bat  when 
he  does  come  it  is  evident  he  is  the  only  maa  that 
can  fish,  "left  or  right  hand,  wet  or  dry  fly,  as  well 
as  worms,"  and  that  we  who  have  fished  these  rivers 
for  years  will  have  to  pack  up  our  rods  and  take 
a  lesson  from  the  only  fisherman.    In  writing  the 
letter  I  did  my  wish  was  to  let  "  Thymallus  "  know 
that  on  some  rivers  (and  good  rivers,  too)  the 
universal  opinion  was  in  favour  of  a  double-handed 
rod,  certainly  not  shorter  than  14ft.,  and  I  would 
strongly  recommend  him  if  he  is  going  to  fish  a 
largo  river  to  try  a  long  rod  notwithstanding  tho 
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adverse  criticism,  and  I  am  supported  in  my  opinion 
by  Messrs.  Hardy,  who  are  practical  fishermen, 
fc'r  at  page  22  of  this  year's  catalogue,  under 
"Worm  Fishing  for  Trout,"  they  say: — "  Your 
fly  rod,  if  good,  will,  at  a  pinch,  answer  the  purpose, 
but  the  rod  par  e.rc6/?e«ce  for  this  woik  is  one  we 
have  added  to  our  list,  exactly  similar  to  one  we 
used  successfully  many  years  ago  on  the  wide, 
shallow  waters  of  the  Coquet.  These  rods  are 
made  12ft.  to  lOit.,  and  are  very  light."  As  far  as 
I  am  concerned  I  decline  to  enter  into  any  further 
coriespondence. — Youis  truly,    John  Hotchkls. 

THE  SEASON  FOR  WORM-FISHING  FOR 
,^  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  really  cannot  reply  to  Mr.  H. 
Harcourt  Verden's  request  to  say  who  "  decided 
that  there  was  only  one  legitimate  upstreani  worm- 
fishing."  As  I  said,  I  consider  that  the  only 
legitimate  lime  for  upstream  worm-fishing  is  in  mid- 
summer, when  during  the  day,  troiit  are  surfeited 
with  fly — or,  at  least,  are  off  taking  fly.  At  that 
time  the  best-fed  and  most  perfectly-conditioned 
trout  take  the  small  clear  worm  at  sight,  if  angled 
with  correctly.  As  to  who  decided  that  fact,  I  can 
only  reply  1  think  the  fishes  themselves  and  the 
experience  and  teaching  of  Stewart,  and  the  opinions 
plurimorum  auctorum,  who  have  benefited  both  by 
Stewart's  teaching,  and  by  their  own  powers  of 
observation,  and  experience  and  practice. 

In  early  spring,  in  muddy  spates,  and  flooded 
conditions  of  river,  trout  take  the  green  worm — 
imscoured — but  surely  no  one  of  true  sportsmanlike 
habit  of  thinking  cares  to  fish  when  trout  are  not 
in  condition,  as  they  rarely  are  at  that  season.  The 
first  sign  of  trout  beginning  to  get  into  condition 
is  when  they  half-heartedly  begin  to  rise  at  the  fly, 
and  move  gradually  up  into  the  running  streams. 
And  not  until  they  have  fed  freely  upon  fly,  and  the 
larvae  of  fly,  do  trout  attain  to  the  prime  condition 
of  such  as  true  sportsmen  like  to  see  in  their  baskets. 
It  is  quite  a  question  I  think  whether — when  they 
are  (if  they  ever  are  really)  surfeited  with  fly-food — 
they  do  not  use  worm  much  as  a  dog  eats  grass. 
But  this  opens  out  a  different  subject  from  tlie 
present,  and  one  I  have  no  present  intention  of 
pursuing  to  Mr.  Harcourt  Verden's  query,  "  When, 
where,  and  by  whom,"  etc.  I  can  best  reply,  I  think, 
by  advising  him  to  "  Read  back,"  and  it  ought  to 
be  sufficient,  without  occupying  more  of  your 
valuable  space  by  indicating  the  actual  volumes  to 
refer  to. — Yours  truly,      J.  A.  H.uiviE  Brown. 

"SAMBULINE"  FOR  MIDGES,  SUN- 
BURN, ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  yours  I  can  only  say  that 
I  took  a  tube  of  "  Sambuline  "  over  to  Ireland  with 
me.  It  was  recommended  by  Messrs.  Osborne, 
Bauer,  and  Cheeseman,  and  I  ceitainly  was  not 
bitten  this  year  as  I  have  been  in  former  years. 
Colonel  Gordon  went  over  with  me,  and  he  also 
\ised  horn  the  tube,  with  the  same  result.  The 
preparation  is  very  cooling  to  the  skin,  and  it  is  n  t 
like  some  of  the  prepaiations  that  I  have  used, 
greasy.  I  believe  the  firm  put  it  on  the  market 
some  thirty-five  years  ago,  but  of  later  years  they 
have  not  pushed  it.  The  basis  of  it,  I  am  told,  is 
elderberry. 

By  the  bye,  if  you  want  to  give  Mrs.  Maiston  a 
treat,  ask  Osborne  &  Co.  to  send  you  a  tube  of 
"  Meadow  Sweet  "  soap  ;  this  is  a  beautifully-scented 
soap,  most  refreshing,  and  what  is  more,  you  can 
wash  your  hands  half  a  dozen  times  and  still  retain 
the  scent. — Yours  truly,         J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf. 


,  "  BITE-NOT." 

Dear  Sir, — Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  A. 
Williams,  of  Redditch,  who  has  told  me  to  mention 
his  name  to  you,  I  am  sending  you  a  sample  of 
"  Bite-Not,"  a  new  application  for  all  kinds  of 
insect  bites,  and  also  for  keeping  the  pests  away. 
It  is  an  invaluable  preparation  for  anglers  and 
sportsmen  generally,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
would  give  me  a  little  mention  of  same  in  the 
columns  of  your  paper. — Yours  truly, 

Jas.  Dunning,  Chemist. 

2,  High-street,  Ventnor. 

[If  Mr.  Williams  recommends  this  new  prepara- 
tion I  am  sure  it  will  be  good.  I  am  sure  if  it  will 
keep  away  gnats,  midges,  etc.,  it  will  be  invaluable, 
but  most  of  these  preparations  seem  to  be  unable 
to  keep  off  the  pests.  The  other  evening  I  put 
some  oily  "  insecticide  "  on  my  hands.  A  few 
minutes  afterwards,  when  sitting  under  a  tree,  I  saw 
a  big  gnat  alight  on  the  back  of  my  right  hand 
just  where  the  stuff  was  thickest.  I  killed  him  just 
as  quick  as  I  could,  but  next  day  there  was  an 
irritating  lump.  I  then  put  some  Crcme  Oskito  on, 
and  it  certainly  did  away  with  the  irritation.  Mr. 
Hardy  Corfe  recommended  it  to  me,  and  speaks 
most  highly  of  it  for  applying  after  a  bite. — Ed.] 


THE  STERILISATION  OF  DRINKING  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — The  article  on  the  sterilisation  of  the 
Thames  drinking  water  should  bo  hailed  with 
acclamation  by  every  Londoner,  be  he  fisherman  or 
otherwise.  Dr.  Walsli  maintains  that  every  drop 
of  Thames  water  should  be  sterilised  before  being 
used  for  drinking  purjjoses.  Why  ?  Because  the 
Thames  is  extensively  ])ollutod  with  sewage  matter, 
both  by  accident  and  of  intent,  above  the  intakes 
of  the  water  companies.  But  indin;ctly  Dr.  Walsh 
gets  down  to  the  root  of  things  so  far  as  the  Thames 
fish  are  concerned.  Why  is  sewage  allowed  to  get 
in  the  Thames  at  all  '!  Simply  because  in  bygone 
days  a  river  was  looked  upon  as  nature's  sewer, 
and  houses,  villages,  and  towns  turned  their  drains 
accordingly  into  the  crystal  Thames,  regardless  of 
those  who  had  to  drink  the  water  thus  incontinently 
fouled.  To  this  day — as  the  conservators  know 
only  too  well — an  enormous  amount  of  sewage  is 
still  discharged  into  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames. 
Were  local  authorities  compelled  to  do  their  duty, 
the  river — like  all  other  rivers — might  be  purified. 
London  has  no  right  to  discharge  its  ocean  flood  of 
sewage  daily  into  the  lower  Thames.  Think  of  the 
incredible  load  of  poisonous  filth  that  must  be 
carried  up  by  tide  to  Toddington.  Let  the  London 
County  Council  do  its  duty  and  divert  the  sewage 
of  the  metropolis  from  tlie  Thames,  now,  alas  !  no 
longer  silvery  and  no  longer  the  haunt  of  the  salmon. 
— Yours  truly,  A  Temple  Angler. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — -Will  some  Herefordshire  correspon- 
dent have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  through  your 
columns  in  which  part  of  the  county  trovit  fishing 
in  small  streams  is  obtainable  ?  I  do  not  refer  to 
a  river  like  the  Wye,  but  to  smaller  streams  which 
are  easily  wadeable,  and  oblige, — Yours  truly 

"  V. 

MINNOW,  ETC.,  V.  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — -I  read  with  interest  the  letter  of  Sir 
H.  Maxwell  in  your  issue  of  July  29,  and  think  that 
the  question  of  "excessive  minnow  fishing"  is  one 
which  should  be  given  particular  attention  to  by  all 
those  who  fish  for  the  maximum  of  sport  and  by 
the  governing  bodies  of  angling  associations  in 
general.  Personally,  I  am  solely  and  entirely  of 
Sir  H.  Maxwell's  opinion  in  the  matter  as  regards 
both  lake  and  river  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  and 
feel  grateful  to  him  for  having  raised  this  very 
debatable  point,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  it  were 
possible  to  take  two  rivers  of  equal  merit,  one 
fished  "  fly  only,"  and  the  other  fly  and  minnow, 
worm  and  prawn,  the  anglers  on  the  former  would 
kill  the  larger  number  of  fish.  (This  of  course  does 
not  apply  to  rivers  and  lakes  where  fish  do  not  rise 
to  fly,  as  B.  Columbia,  or  a  stream  too  small  for 
fly  casting  as  at  Lynton,  N.  Devon.)  In  reply  to 
your  correspondent,  Ernest  PhilHps,  I  should  like  to 
point  out  to  him  that  it  is  not  so  much  the  "  good  " 
minnow  fishers  as  the  "  bad  "  that  do  the  harm, 
and  that  (to  quote  his  own  words)  "a  neatly  spun 
minnow  so  cleverly  disguised  and  so  effectively 
handled  that  the  trout  actually  mistakes  it  for  t.  e 
real  thing  "  is  in  my  experience  a  rarity.  In  very 
many  cases  it  is  a  toss  up  where  the  minnow  goes, 
especially  when  casting  from  the  reel  takes  place  in 
a  restricted  space,  and  to  see  a  "  heavy  Devon  "  fall 
like  "  a  bolt  f  lom  the  blue,"  and  knocking  the  water 
up  like  a  Lee-Metford  bullet  hitting  a  dust  heap,  is 
enough  to  make  any  angler  contsmplative,  to  say 
the  least.  Then  again,  E.  P.  observes  "  which  is 
the  most  real  and  lifelike,  and  therefore  least 
ir.itating,  to  the  trout — namely,  twenty  fly-casters 
wading  down  stream,  or  twenty  minnow  men  on  the 
bank  going  up."  In  return  I  should  like  to  ask 
him,  trout  or  salmon  fishing,  which  is  likely  to 
disturb  a  good  pool  (and  fish)  most,  a  metal  bait 
thrown  in  and  dragged  through,  or  a  fight  feather 
lure  cast  on,  and  worked  almost  entirely  on  the 
surface,  and  also  the  percentage  of  fish  killed, 
compared  with  the  number  hooked  minnow 
spinning,  compared  again  with  the  number  hooked 
and  killed  in  fly  fishing.  Anyhow,  I  am  certain 
the  majority  of  men  agree  that  the  fly  takes  first 
place,  and  that  they  would  willingly  give  up  the 
minnow  to  better  their  own  sport  (and  that  of 
others)  in  the  long  run,  and  I  am  sure  there  would 
be  an  improvement,  especially  in  some  of  our  hard- 
fished  waters  under  an  "  association."  Another  not 
unimportant  point  is  that  a  heavy  mirmow  in  the 
hands  of  unscrupulous  persons  may  prove  itself  a 
"  monkey  "  when  required,  as  1  have  many  time  s  had 
brought  to  my  notice,  and  for  this  reason  I  should 
like  to  see  added  to  the  rules  of  angling  associations 
that  permit  minnow  fishing,  "  that  no  member  be 
allowed  to  offer  for  sale  fish  caught  in  club  water." 
Finally,  I  .should  Uke  to  state  that  I  am  no  "  purist," 
but  an  entirely  unprejudiced  angler,  and  fish  with 
fly,  worm,  and  minnow,  and  although  I  have  killed 
scores  of  fish  spinning,  I  prefer  a  sporting  method 


for  a  game  fish,  and  if  anyone  can  tell  mfe  what  there 
is  to  beat  fly  fishing,  when  possible,  I  should  like  to 
know. — Yours  truly,  Bene  quia  Recte. 


WHALEBONE  FOR  ROD  TOPS. 

Dkar  Sin, — Being  a  regular  reader  of  the  Fishiny 
Gazette  dur'ing  the  la.st  four  years,  and  never  having 
seen  any  advertisement  as  to  where  whalebone  is 
obtainablo,  I  thought  that  your  readers,  who  are  in 
the  habit  oi  making  or  repairing  their  own  rods, 
might  like  to  know  that  I  can  supply  them.  More- 
over, as  my  business  does  not  allow  of  my  using  the 
short  lengths  in  very  large  quantities,  I  find  that  I 
have  an  accumulation,  and  could  therefore  supply 
at  a  very  cheap  rate,  compared  with  the  present 
price,  which  is  from  358.  to  40s.  per  pound.  To  give 
you  an  idea  I  am  enclosing  a  piece  whijh  I  could 
supply  for  8d.,  post  free,  lOin.  long  and  about  Jin. 
squar  >  thickne  s.  I  can  supply  longer  or  shorter 
lengths  pro  raid. — Yours  truly,  E.  Zerin. 

Hotel-street,  Leicester. 

[I  believe  many  anglers  have  a  great  liking  for  a 
bit  of  whalebone  at  the  end  of  a  stout  top,  and  may 
be  glad  to  take  advantage  of  the  offer  of  Madame 
Zerin,  who  is  I  see,  a  corsetiAre. — Ed.] 


SEA  FISHING  AT  PORTPATRICK, 
WIGTOWNSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  of  any  information 
about  sea  fishing  at  Portpatrick,  Wigtownshire, 
during  the  month  of  August.  I  should  like  to  know 
the  nature  of  the  fishing,  whether  boat,  pier,  or 
rock  fishing,  and  also  the  kind  of  fish  which  are  to 
be  expected  during  August. — Yours  truly, 

H.  B.  M. 


FISHING  IN  THE  BROADS  DISTRICT. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents, give  me  a  little  information  concerning 
fishing  on  the  Norfolk  Broads.  What  fish  are  to 
be  had  ?  Are  they  principally  bream,  or  are 
others,  and  what  kinds,  easily  obtained  ?  WTiat 
special  baits  are  recommended  for  August  fishing 
there  ?  Are  pike  to  be  had  of  a  good  size,  and  is 
angling  with  the  live  bait  successful  there  ?  What 
would  be  about  the  best  spot  in  the  Broads  to  put 
up  for  a  week  or  two's  fishing,  and  what  is  the 
nearest  railway  station  ?  Any  particulars  on  these 
points  would  be  very  much  appreciated  by — Yours 
truly,  R.  F.  H. 

FISH  IN  THE  RIVER  OTTER. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  you,  or  any  of  your  readers, 
kindly  inform  me  what  fish  are  in  the  River  Otter 
(S.  Devon),  what  part  they  inhabit,  and  what  is 
the  best  bait  to  use  ?  and  oblige — Yours  truly, 

Otterite. 


"THE  ROSSES." 

De.ui  Sir, — I  am  very  much  interested  in  the 
above  article,  and  should  be  pleased  if  the  writer 
would  kindly  say  where  I  could  procure  the  Blue 
Spider  and  Black  and  Teal.  I  have  the  March 
Brown  Spider,  and  fish  all  the  season  with  it,  and 
I  believe  it  would  be  good  all  the  year  round.  The 
above  flies  are  mentioned  in  page  101  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  Aug.  5,  1905. — Yours  truly,  J.  K. 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  CUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Might  one  expect  a  run  of  sea-trout 
in  the  Calder,  Irt,  etc.,  during  the  early  part  of 
September  ?  Can  you  tell  me  a  good  centre  to  stay 
at  ?  Where  flies,  etc.,  suitable  for  the  district  can 
be  obtained  ?  What  licences  are  required,  and 
where  obtainable  ?  And  oblige. — Yours  truly, 
'  B. 


FISHING  IN  THE  STOUR  NEAR  BLANDFORD. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  T.  S  K.,"  re  fishing  in 
the  Stour  near  Blandford,  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
giving  him  the  following  information.  I  have  not 
fished  at  Fiddleford  Mill,  which  is  ten  miles  or  so 
from  Blandford,  but  I  know  the  river  for  miles 
above  and  below  the  latter  place.  At  Sturminster 
Newton  the  fishing  may  be  had  by  permission  from 
the  Rivers  Estate  Office,  Hinton  St.  Mary.  Lower 
down,  at  Hamoon,  there  is  excellent  water  ;  per- 
mission from  Mr.  C.  E.  Hopkins.  Near  Shilling- 
stone  (splendid  roach  fishing),  for  about  a  mile 
above  and  below  the  mill,  the  fishing  is  practically 
free.  The  fishing  is  excellent,  as  the  undermentioned 
takes  show  : — Last  season  I  had  roach  up  to  2lb.. 
perch  2 Jib.,  and  pike  22pb.,  and  although  I  am 
but  a  moderately  good  angler,  I  had  many  heavy 
bags  of  roach  and  pike.  The  best  lot  of  roach, 
twenty-one  fish,  weighed  261b.  If  "  T.  S.  K."  would 
kindly  oblige  me  with  his  address,  I  will  give  him 
detailed  information  with  pleasure. — Yours  truly, 

Handley,  Salisbury.  Arthur  Lamb.  , 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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good  faith.  Unless' this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
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Terms  of  Subscription. 
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The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
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House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


"  I  have  managed  to  travel  into  the  trout  country, 
but  the  condition  of  the  streams  is  pitiful.  We  have 
had  an  almost  unbroken  drought  ever  since  the 
early  spring.  We  have  game  constables,  and  the 
laws  are  good  enough  if  enforced,  but  whenever 
the  water  is  extremely  low  during  very  hot  weather, 
great  numbers  of  large  trout  are  done  to  death. 
This  little  Big  Indian  stream  is  a  wonder.  It 
carries  a  large  stock  of  trout  always,  though  at 
present  they  are  hidden  away  in  a  marvellous 
manner.  If  one  chooses  to  fish  a  pool  at  night  he 
can  pick  up  a  brace  or  two.  The  larger  fish  are 
extremely  shy,  however. 

"I  have  brought  showery  weather  with  me,  and 
last  night  there  was  a  good  rain.  The  thirsty  soil 
absorbed  it  all,  the  stream  not  being  affected." 

It  seems  our  American  friends  have  also  been 
suffering  from  the  want  of  rain.  I  went  through 
the  whole  of  the  river  reports  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  Aug.  5,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
it  was  the  same  story.  Unless  rain  comes  soon  I 
fear  we  shall  hear  of  fish  being  destroyed  as  they 
have  been  in  Germany.  That  big  Yankee  May  Fly 
is  very  interesting. 

The  New  Zealand  Trout  Eggs  for  England. 

The  New  Zealand  trout  eggs  are  expected  to 
arrive  about  the  26th.  I  have  had  applications 
for  far  more  than  have  been  sent,  and  all  have 
been  allotted.  Mr.  Begg,  the  president  of  the 
Otago  Acclimatisation  Society,  which  is  so  kindly 
sending  the  eggs,  suggests  that  those  who  get  eggs 
to  hatch  should  keep  down  the  temperature  of  the 
water  with  ice  if  the  weather  is  very  warm.  Only 
a  small  stream  of  water  will  be  required  in  each 
case,  and  it  would  be  easy  to  arrange  to  cool  it  with 
ice  for  a  few  days. 

Fishing  at  Ardara,  Ireland. 

The  Fisldng  Gazette  of  July  22  gave  an  illus- 
trated article  on  "Fishing  at  Ardara,"  in  con- 
sequence of  which  notice  I  am  informed  by  one  of 
them  that  many  anglers  went  there  and  have  been 
utterly  disappointed.  A  letter  from  another  will 
be  found  in  our  columns  this  week  with  a  note  of 
mine  appended.  I  trust  that  other  anglers  will 
give  us  their  personal  experiences. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Good  Afternoon's  Sport  with  Sea-Trout. 

"  Deae  Makston, — I  read  lately  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  (July  22,  I  think)  a  paragraph  reporting 
a  good  afternoon's  sport  with  sea-trout  in  the 
River  Shiel.  The  paragraph  also  mentions  that 
the  catch  was  photographed,  and  this  post  brings 
me  a  copy  from  the  gentleman  (Mr.  W.  J.  Skene) 
who  kindly  took  the  photograph. 

"  Possibly  you  might  like  to  have  a  process  block 
taken  of  it  for  reproduction  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
d  propos  of  the  paragraph  which  I  have  referred  to. 
If  not  (or,  indeed,  in  any  case  when  '  done  with ') 
perhaps  you  will  be  good  enough  to  give  instructions 
for  the  photograph  itself  to  be  taken  care  of  and 
ultimately  returned  to  me. 

"  The  light  was  fading,  and  there  was  no  time 
for  artistic  arrangement  of  the  victims,  nor  any- 
thmg  capable  of  weighing  them  '  in  bulk,'  whilst 
to  have  weighed  ninety-five  fish  in  detail  (and 
already  late  for  dinner !)  did  not  seem  to  appeal  to 
anyone.  The  ghillie  thought  I  had  got  one  hundred 
or  more,  and  if  I  had  known  there  lacked  five  of  the 
'century'  I  have  no  doubt  I  could  easily  have 
completed  it,  as  when  I  left  off  the  fish  were  still 
rising  freely. 

"I  know  nothing  about  other  people's  'records,' 
but  this  easily  beats  my  own. — Very  truly  yours, 
"H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell." 

The  photo  shows  a  grand  lot  of  sea-trout,  but 
unfortunately  it  is  not  clear  enough  to  reproduce^ 

An  American  Note — Drought! 
Mr.  Theodore  Gordon,  who  has  occasionally  for 
many  years  sent  us  very  interesting  notes  about 
American  fishing,  has,  I  am  sorry  to  hear,  been 
very  ill  with  pneumonia.  He  says,  writing  on 
July  31:— 

"I  have  some  data  which  I  wish  to  put  in  shape 
for  you  as  soon  as  I  am  a  little  stronger.  What 
would  you  think  of  a  May  Fly  larger  than  your 
largest  Sedge '!  The  first  specimen  sent  me  waa 
•imply  pressed  in  paper,  and  lost  colour  at  once, 
but  I  am  promised  a  number  of  the  flies  carefully 
preserved  in  alcohol. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

Members  are  reminded  by  a  notice  from  the 
secretary  that  the  club  will  be  closed  for  the  annual 
cleaning,  etc.,  from  Saturday,  Aug.  26,  to  Monday, 
Sept.  11,  inclusive. 

All  who  know  him  will,  I  am  sure,  be  sorry  to 
hear  Mr.  0.  A.  M.  Skues,  the  secretary,  has  been 
ordered  by  his  doctor  to  give  up  work  for  a  time 
and  have  a  rest  in  the  country,  as  his  health  has 
not  been  at  all  satisfactory  lately. 

Notes  from  Bois  Mill  Fishery  on  the  Chess. 

The  tenant  of  Bois  Mill  House,  on  the  Chess, 
sends  me  these  notes,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are 
convincing  as  to  the  poisonous  character  of  the 
effluent  from  the  Chesham  Sewage  Farm.  It  is 
another  proof  of  the  madness  of  turning  sewage 
into  our  streams.' 

"  Since  the  notice  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  June  10,  a  further  quantity  of  dead  fish 
have  been  found  in  the  Latimer  Park  water.  It 
may  be  reasonably  assumed  that  these  fish  have 
been  carried  down  by  the  stream  from  Bois  Mill 
when  after  a  heavy  rain  the  water  has  been  too 
turbid  for  the  dead  fish  to  be  seen — in  fact,  unlooked 
for — in  passing. 

"  For  the  past  ten  days  the  water  has  been  free 
from  noxious  smell,  and  at  the  eifluent  outfall 
fairly  clear.  Fish  may  be  seen  a  few  yards  from 
the  outfall.  It  is  evident  that  with  proper  treat- 
ment the  sewage  of  the  town  should  not  be 
obnoxious  or  prejudicial  to  fish  life  to  any  great 
extent. 

"Although  there  may  have  been  incompetence 
or  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  workers  at  the 
sewage  farm,  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
recent  destruction  of  fish  and  their  disappearance 
from  the  part  of  the  river  immediately  below  the 
effluent  pipe  may  be  considered  as  exceptional. 
The  inspectors  of  the  Thames  Clonservancy  have 


How  to  Tib  Tboot  and  Gratlino  Flies.— Now  Beady,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
FiKhiny  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  m\>\tct,"— Pishing  Gazette, 


taken  samples  of  the  water,  and  their  analyst  has 
reported  its  condition  as  not  bad,  but  these  inspec- 
tions are  not  made  when  the  smell  is  manifest  and 
when  there  is  such  a  discharge  from  the  outfall 
quite  incompatible  with  the  statement  of  the  Urban 
Council  that  all  sewage  is  filtered  before  it  enters 
the  effluent  drain.  The  samples  submitted  to  the 
analyst  were  taken  in  the  first  instance  seven  days, 
and  in  the  second  five  days,  after  the  offensive 
discharges. 

"  At  the  commencement  of  my  occupation  this 
year  in  April  I  encountered  the  same  smell  and 
foul  condition  of  the  water  as  in  April,  1904, 
when  I  wrote  to  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  to 
the  Conservancy  inspector.  The  effluent  was  dis- 
coloured, opaque,  and  a  white  slimy  deposit  appeared 
on  the  sloping  platform  of  brickwork  above  the 
waterfall  here. 

"  The  Conservancy  inspector  stated  that  alumino- 
ferrio  only  was  used  in  the  sewage  farm,  whereas 
on  personal  inquiry  at  the  works  it  appeared,  and 
is  confirmed  by  the  Urban  Council,  that  lime  only 
was  used  as  a  precipitant^  as  less  expensive  than 
the  more  effective  alumino-ferric. 

"  It  is  generally  acknowledged  by  surveyors 
engaged  in  sanitary  work  that  lime  as  a  precipitant 
cannot  be  recommended — 'offensive  matter  is  held 
in  suspension  which  will  afterwards  putrefy.'  My 
opinion  as  first  expressed  is  unaltered — 

"  I.  That  an  excess  of  lime  has  been  used  for 
some  time  past  in  the  sewage  farm. 

"2.  That  an  imperfect  filtration  takes  place 
occasionally,  and  that  fetid  matter  has  been  at 
times  sent  down  the  effluent  drain,  which  is  stirred 
up  and  churned  by  the  fall  of  water  here — the  old 
mill  fall. 

"3.  That  during  the  dry  weather  of  May  a 
deodorant  powder,  in  which  carbolic  is  strongly  in 
evidence,  was  (and  is  now  in  dry  weather)  applied 
to  the  openings  in  the  sewers  through  the  streets 
of  Cheshamj  A  heavy  downpour  flooding  the 
streets  occurred  at  the  time  the  fish  were  destroyed, 
washing  the  powder  down  the  sewers  and  without 
proper  filtration  there  was  such  a  flow  of  offensive 
matter  from  the  outfall  which  the  fish  could  not 
face — they  were  choked  all  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours. 

"  A  recurrence  of  these  conditions  took  place  on 
■Whit  Monday  (June  12 ).  Floating  filth  and  smell 
prevailed,  surpassing  the  experience  of  the  oldest 
inhabitant  of  the  cottages  here,  for  about  three 
hours.  On  June  17  a  sample  was  taken  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Thames  Conservancy,  but  not  found 
to  be  of  bad  character.  My  fish  had  already  suc- 
cumbed, from  the  first  visitation." 


Blagdon  Lake. 

Now  that  the  weeds  are  going  down  sport  is 
likely  to  be  better.  A  lady  and  gentleman  had  six 
fish  one  day  last  week,  two  of  them  5lb.  each,  and 
lost  several  others. 

"  '  'Wild  Turkey's'  '  Explanation.' " 

Rugde '-  writes: — 

"During  the  last  two  months  I  have  been  in 
Sweden  and  have  not  had  my  Fishing  Gazette 
forwarded  as  I  was  moving  about  a  good  deal.  On 
my  return  here  for  a  couple  of  days  I  have  been 
looking  over  the  numbers  I  have  missed,  and 
among  these  I  read  in  the  issue  of  June  24  '  "  Wild 
Turkey's  "  Explanation  '  ("/).  All  I  can  say  is  that 
if  Mr.  Humphrey  or  anybody  else  is  satisfied  with 
that  remarkable  production,  they  are  very  simple 
folk.  The  original  article  was  written  by  me ;  it 
appeared  in  the  Field,  as  I  wrote  you ;  it  was 
copied  in  cxtenso  and  verhatim  without  the  smallest 
acknowledgment  by  '  Wild  Turkey,'  who  received 
payment  for  it  as  an  original  article  from  Shooting 
and  Fishing,  in  which  paper  it  appeared ;  and 
finally  it  was  copied  into  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I 
do  not  wish  to  give  you  any  further  trouble  in  the 
matter,  but  should  you  feel  disposed  to  do  so,  I 
should  be  very  glad  if  you  would  inform  Jlr.  Hum- 
phrey, with  my  compliments,  that  I  consider  the 
so-called  explanation  of  his  contributor  'Wild 
Turkey '  as  the  most  flimsy  and  thinnest  thing  of 
the  sort  I  ever  read.  And  if  Mr.  H.  adopts  the 
suggestion  contained  in  your  footnote  and  forwards 
cuttings  of  other  articles  contributed  by  'Wild 
Turkey,'  I  shall  be  happy  to  look  through  and  see 
if  I  recognise  among  them  any  old  friends  !  " 

Yes,  I  am  pretty  certain  that  "  Rugde  "  would 
recognise  some  old  friends  in  other  of  "Wild 
Turkey's '.'  quill  work.  R.  B.  Makston. 

[2] 
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GUIDES  AND  HOLIDAYS. 

The  London  and  North-Westem  Railway  Com- 
pany send  us  copies  of  their  new  "  Tourist  Guide  to 
North  Wales"  and  "Summer  Tours  in  Scotland 
and  England,"  very  handy  little  pocket  volumes, 
admirably  produced,  and  giving  information  in- 
the  most  attractive  way.  The  "Guide  to  North 
Wales  "  has  some  effective  coloured  illustrations, 
and  many  in  half  tone  printed  in  brown  ink,  as 
well  as  a  good  little  map  of  North  Wales.  In 


which  are  certain  to  give  satisfaction  to  many 
thousands  of  travellers;  their  luxurious  get-up 
reflect  the  admirable  arrangements  for  the  comfort 
of  the  travelling  public  made  by  this  company  in 
every  possible  direction,  from  the  felt-cushioned 
sleepers  under  the  line,  which  do  away  with  that 
incessant  jar  so  annoying  on  many  lines,  to  the 
dining,  sleeping,  and  other  arrangements  which 
make  the  passing  through  England  on  a  London 
and  North-Westem  train  a  most  delightful  way  of 
passing  the  time,  in  fact,  the  only  trouble  is  the 


SEA-TKOUT  ANGLING  EIGHTS. 

FoLLowisfa  up  the  editorial  note  of  last  week, 
and  in  response  to  the  request  for  information  on 
the  subject  of  sea-trout  angling  rights  in  Scotland, 
the  following  jottings  may  be  of  some  use,  as 
stating  the  case  freed  from  legal  phraseology,  and 
authentic  as  far  as  the  experience  of  one  who  has 
followed  the  subject  closely  for  the  past  thirty 
years  goes,  and  followed  all  the  cases  that  have  from 
time  to  time  cropped  up.    I  do  not  claim  to  be  a 


Nant  Mill,  Bettws  Gaemon,  Carnabvon. 


The  Caoss,  Chesteb, 


ILLUSTRATIONS.  FROM  THE  LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY  GUIDES. 


"  Summer  Tours  in  Scotland  and  England "  we 
find  a  first-rate  map  of  England  and  Wales,  and 
also  of  Scotland  and  part  of  Ireland,  showing  that 
the  finest  fishing  districts  in  the  United  Kingdom 
are  those  made  accessible  by  the  London  and 
North-Westem  Railway.  The  index  to  this  most 
suggestive  guide  refers  to  more  than  a  thousand 
places  mentioned,  and  many  of  them  illustrated,  in 
the  text.  By  the  courtesy  of  the  London  and 
North-Westem  Railway  we  are  able  to  give  some 
specimens  of  the  illustrations  in  these  new  guides. 


trains  sometimes  go  too  fast  to  enable  one  to  enjoy 
the  lovely  scenery.  We  should  not  be  surprised  if 
before  long  the  London  and  North-Western  Railway 
does  not  lay  down  another  set  of  lines  and  run 
"  auto-motor  house  trains "  on  which,  with  one's 
family,  one  can  live  for  a  week  or  a  month,  now  at 
the  seaside,  now  in  the  country.  How  delightful  it 
would  be  after  the  experiences  one  has  of  stuffy 
lodgings  and  wretched  cooking !  The  family 
travelling  house  carriage  on  rails  will  be  what  we 
shall  employ  in  the  future  when  holiday  making. 


legal  expert,  so  am  open  to  correction,  and  will 
stand  corrected  if  the  following  is  not  the  true 
position  of  matters  as  regards  the  rights  to  sea- 
trout  angling  in  Scotland. 

Simply  put,  sea-trout  are  the  same  as  salmon 
north  of  the  Border.  They  come  under  the  Salmon 
Acts  and  are  regarded  as  one  and  the  same  species, 
as  far  as  the  law  is  concerned.  Finnock,  whitling, 
or  herling  are  sea-trout,  and  are  subject  to  the 
same  laws.  Brown-trout  are  a  distinct  species  in 
the  eyes  of  the  law,  and  do  not  come  under  the 
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Salmon  Acts  in  the  same  way.  One  may  fish  for 
brown- trout  in  the  tidal  waters  or  elsewhere,  where 
no  private  right  is  set  up  to  the  water,  and  also  for 
sea-trout  or  salmon  where  no  private  right  exists, 
and  where  the  Crown  has  not  put  forth  any  direct 
claim. 

All  salmon  fishings  belong  to  the  Crown,  unless 
otherwise  in  private  hands.  This,  of  course,  as  far 
as  territorial  waters  are  concerned. 

Now,  where  the  Crown  has  made  a  grant  of 
salmon  fishing  in  the  sea  or  tidal  waters,  the  owner 
has  the  right  to  prevent  rod-fishing.  This  was 
decided  in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  only  last 
autumn ;  but  times  without  number  cases  have 
gone  against  parties  angling  for  sea- trout  (that 
is,  fiimock,  etc.)  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Dee, 
Don,  Ythan,  etc.,  without  the  permission  of  the 
salmon  fishing  lessee.  Whoever  owns  the  salmon 
fishings  (nets)  claims  the  right  of  the  rod-fishings 
also,  unless  otherwise  arranged  for,  and  often  draws 
two  rentals,  one  for  the  net  and  another  for  the  rod 
fishing.  Again,  the  lessee  of  the  salmon  fishings 
can  claim  all  salmon  (that  is,  sea-trout,  etc.)  caught 
ex  adverso  of  his  lands,  or  landed  on  his  foreshore. 

There  is  practically  no  such  thing  as  free 
salmon  or  sea-trout  angling  in  Scotland,  The 
angling  rights  belong  to  the  owner  of  the  salmon 
rights,  and  although  salmon,  sea-trout,  etc.,  may 
be  caught  outside  territorial  waters  with  impu- 
nity, they  may  not  be  landed  in  the  same  manner, 
as  the  (>own,  or  the  other  proprietor — that  is,  the 
party  holding  a  grant  of  the  right  of  fishing — can 
prevent  them.  Many  private  yachts  carry  salmon 
nets,  and  when  ofi  the  west  coast  of  Scotland  set 
them  to  furnish  their  larder  with  fresh  fish.  But 
it  is  a  dangerous  game.  Should  they  come  within 
the  three-mile  limit  they  immediately  become 
poachers  in  the  eyes  of  the  law. 

If  a  trawl  skipper  brings  up  a  salmon  by  chance 
in  his  trawl  he  eats  it  at  sea.  It  is  not  sent  to 
market. 

Now  it  clearly  follows  that  the  right  to  rod- 
fishing  for  salmon  or  sea-trout  in  salt  water  cannot 
be  exercised  ad  lib.  by  the  public,  or  anyone  out- 
side the  Grown,  or  those  holding  a  right  from  the 
Crown,  either  by  direct  charter  or  temporary  lease. 

At  one  time  angling  in  salt  water  for  sea-trout 
was  tacitly  permitted  (as  it  is  in  many  places  yet) 
by  the  owner  of  the  salmon  fishings.  There  was 
little  chance  of  catching  salmon,  but  a  mighty  good 
chance  of  trout.  Yet,  although  the  salmon  lessee 
took  all  sea-trout  that  came  his  way  as  his  right, 
he  was  not  so  certain  about  his  claim  to  the  finnock, 
and  while  sea-trout  angling  was  prohibited,  yet  it 
is  only  of  recent  date  and  in  recent  years  that  the 
finnock,  in  the  eyes  of  the  salmon  fishing  owner, 
has  become  valuable,  and  hence  the  hubbub. 

G.  M.  Mackay. 

P.S. — Very  often  the  salmon  fishings  do  not 
belong  to  the  owner  of  the  lands  ex  adverso — some 
former  owner  may  have  sold  them. 


A  GOOD  BASKET  FKOM  THE 
WINDEUSH. 


day  the  other  three  rods  out  only  secured  an 
average  of  one  trout  each,  and  saw  scarcely 
any  fly. 

Certainly  the  most  encouraging  feature  attending 
the  efforts  to  improve  this  river  has  been  the 
success  which  has  followed  the  introduction  of 
Dun  larvae;  during  April  there  was  on  several 
occasions  a  very  fair  rise  of  Duns  in  the  forenoon, 
and  one  angler  early  in  the  season  secured  a  21b. 
trout,  and  on  another  day  a  brace  weighing  3|lb. 
on  a  small  Olive  Dun ;  this  certainly  constitutes  a 
record  for  this  portion  of  the  river. 

A  portion  of  the  stream  has  now  been  enclosed 
with  fine  meshed  wire  netting  to  protect  the  Dun 
larvae  from  the  ducks  and  their  other  enemies 
when  they  are  first  introduced  into  the  river. 

W.  J.  T. 


The  trout  shown  in  the  illustration  were  caught 
in  the  Windrush  during  the  past  May  Fly  season 
by  one  rod ;  the  four  smaller  fish  were  caught  first, 
or  they  would  otherwise  have  been  returned  to  the 
water ;  the  remaining  five  were  caught  in  less  than 
an  hour.  The  total  weight  of  the  catch  was  141b., 
smallest  fish,  lib.  2oz.,  largest  fish,  21b.  3oz. 
Another  fish,  making  the  total  of  five  brace,  was 
killed,  but  fell  out  of  the  basket  on  the  way  home, 
and  consequently  was  neither  weighed  nor  photo- 
graphed. 

The  portion  of  the  river  from  which  these  fish 
were  taken  has  recently  been  liberally  restocked. 
In  1901,  250  two-year -olds  and  1000  yearlings 
from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  were  turned  in;  in 
1902,  .tTXJ  two-year-olds  from  the  Brimpton  Fishery ; 
and  this  year  1500  two-year-olds  from  the  Chess 
were  transferred  to  the  stream.  Among  the  fish 
illustrated  there  appear  to  be  two  distinct  types  of 
trout,  the  four  smaller  ones  and  the  biggest  fish 
are  probably  the  direct  result  of  restocking,  the 
remaining  four  are  unmistakably  Windrush  fish. 

The  May  Fly  season  this  year  was  marked  by 
the  irregular  and  local  or  patchy  character  of  the 
rise.  For  instance,  aU  these  fish,  with  one  excep- 
tion, were  caught  in  one  field,  where  there  was  an 
excellent  rise ;  lower  down  the  river  on  the  same 


Mr.  Arthur  Stronach.  Mr.  Stronaoh  was  for  many 
years  an  active  member  of  the  council,  and  for  two 
years  acted  as  honorary  treasurer.  His  servicpg 
were  always  available,  and,  being  a  thorou  h 
sportsman,  his  advice  and  recommendations  were 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  members  of  your 
council. 

During  the  year  the  society  suffered  a  further 
loss  by  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  R.  Blackwood,  of  Mel- 
bourne. Mr.  Blackwood  was  a  life  member  of  the 
society,  subscribing  liberally  to  its  funds,  and 
particularly  paid  great  attention  to  the  welfare 
of  the  red  and  fallow  deer  herds  in  their 
infancy  on  the  Morven  Hills  and  Blue  Moun- 
tains ;  in  fact,  the  success  that  has  attended 
our  efforts  with  these  herds  of  deer  is  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  the  care  and  interest  Mr.  Blackwood 


May  Fly  Season,  1905. 
("A  Good  Basket  fvom  the  Windrush.") 


THE  OTAGO  ACCLIMATISATION 
SOCIETY. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  THIRTY-NINTH 
ANNUAL  REPORT. 


It  is  very  satisfactory  to  see  from  the  report  of 
the  council  to  the  members  that  the  Otago  Acclima- 
tisation Society  continues  to  carry  on  with  success 
the  good  work  it  has  been  doing  for  nearly  forty 
years.  At  the  present  time  the  president  of  the 
society,  Mr.  A.  0.  Begg,  and  the  vice-president,  Mr. 
R.  Chisholm,  are  over  in  this  country.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  a  visit  from  them,  and  got  much  interest- 
ing information  about  fish  and  fishing  in  New 
Zealand;  they  both  think  that  the  New  Zealand 
trout  eggs,  which  the  society  is  sending,  will  arrive 
in  good  condition,  and  think  that  if  the  temperature 
of  the  hatchery  water  running  on  to  the  eggs  is 
kept  down  by  ice,  the  danger  of  hot  weather 
hatching  may  be  overcome.  R.  B.  M. 

In  presenting  the  report  for  the  year  1904-1905, 
your  council  desires  to  place  on  record  the  great 
loss  sustained  by  your  society  through  the  death  of 


took  in  them,  and  he  seldom  missed  a  season  in 
visiting  New  Zealand  for  his  favourite  sport  of  deer- 
stalking. Your  council  desires  to  place  on  record 
its  appreciation  of  Mr.  Blackwood's  generosity  and 
interest  in  the  work  of  your  society. 

FrSANCIAL. 

On  reference  to  the  balance-sheet  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  revenue  for  the  year  was  £1473  13s.  3d. 
and  the  expenditure  £1409  Os.  9d.,  showing  a  credit 
balance  of  £64  123.  6d.  on  the  year's  operations. 

Licences  Issued.— Men's  fishing,  S37  ;  boys',  362  ; 
ladies',  55;  half-yearly,  164;   perch,  51;  fallow 
deer,  55 ;  red  deer,  44  ;  imported  game,  12. 
Fish  Culttjre. 

The  quantities  of  fish  at  the  society's  ponds  at 
Clinton  are:— Salmon:  aged,  20 ;  three  years  old, 
200;  fry,  5500.  Loch  Leven  trout:  aged,  150; 
three  years  old,  180;  one  year  old,  300:  fry,  8000. 
Scotch  burn  trout:  aged,  100;  one  year  old,  200. 
Rainbow  trout:  aged,  170;  four  years  old,  250; 
fry,  10,000.  American  brook  trout :  various  ages. 
20.  Opoho  ponds  : — Loch  Leven  trout  :  seven 
years  old,  60.  Rainbow  trout :  six  years  old,  70  ; 
two  years  old,  369.  American  brook  trout:  six 
years  old,  25.    Brown  trout:   8000  fry^  The 
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quantities  of  fry  distributed  during  the  season 
were:— Brown  trout,  919,000;  Loch  Leven,  156,000; 
Scotch  bum,  103,000 ;  American  brook,  8000 ;  rain- 
bow, 35,500.  Yearlings  distributed :  Brown  trout, 
600 ;  Loch  Leven,  2200 ;  Scotch  bum,  5700 ;  rain- 
bow, 2300;  salmon,  1200.  On  referring  to  Ap- 
pendix A  it  will  be  seen  into  which  streams  they 
were  liberated. 

Increase  m  Revenue  feom  Fishing  Licences. 

There  is  again  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  sale  of  fishing  licences, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  increased  number  of 
anglers,  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  rivers  was  not 
appreciably  diminished. 

Your  council  has  in  view  the  formation  of  more 
ponds  at  the  Clinton  hatchery,  with  the  intention 
of  keeping  trout  until  they  are  two  years  old.  By 
turning  two-year-old  fish  into  those  rivers  which 
are  very  heavily  fished  the  quantity  of  takeable 
trout  will  be  greatly  increased. 

It  has  been  decided  to  build  a  new  hatchery  at 
Clinton  to  replace  the  old  wooden  one  there.  The 
new  hatchery  will  be  built  of  concrete,  similar  to 
the  one  erected  two  years  ago,  which  is  answering 
all  purposes  well. 

Sport. 

The  past  fishing  season  was  rather  disappointing, 
on  account  of  the  cold  and  wet  spring  and  summpr. 
The  streams  were  in  fine  fishing  order  for  the  first 
four  months  of  the  season,  but  the  changeable 
nature  of  the  weather  was  against  the  anglers.  On 
suitable  days  anglers  had  no  difficulty  in  filling 
their  baskets. 

The  Shag  river  was  heavily  fished,  but  good 
baskets  were  obtained  up  to  the  end  of  the  season. 
The  netting  that  is  allowed  by  >law  in  the  tidal 
waters  of  the  Shag  and  Waikouaiti  rivers  ia  much 
to  be  regretted,  and  your  council  is  not  without 
hope  that  this  existing  drawback  will  be  remedied. 
Lake  Onslow  is  well  stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout, 
and  fine  baskets  were  obtained  during  the  season 
by  the  Roxburgh  anglers.  The  lake  can  be  fished 
from  the  shore  or  by  boat,  and  there  is  a  good  hut 
alongside  the  boathouse. 

The  Pomahaka  was  not  in  good  fishing  trim  until 
well  on  to  the  close  of  the  season. 

Flax  Water  not  confined  to  Ireland. 

Your  council  is  pleased  to  record  that  at  the  in- 
stigation of  your  society  the  numerous  owners  of 
flax-mills  did  their  utmost  to  keep  the  refuse  from 
their  mills  from  polluting  the  waters. 

Fishing  Huts  for  Sportsmenj 

The  huts  erected  by  the  society  have  not  been 
made  use  of  to  the  extent  that  was  anticipated, 
but  as  the  accommodation  and  convenience  of 
these  huts  become  better  known  your  council  anti- 
cipates an  improvement  in  this  connection.  These 
huts  are  provided  with  spring  mattresses,  cooking 
utensils,  and  dishes,  so  that  parties  using  them  only 
require  to  take  their  blankets  and  provisions.  The 
charge  for  use  of  hut  is  reasonable,  being  one  shilling 
per  night  per  bunk.  -  There  are  eleven  huts  altogether 
— four  on  the  Pomahaka,  two  on  the  Waipahi,  and 
one  each  on  the  Owaka,  Puerua,  Mimihau,  and 
Fraser  rivers,  and  Dunstan  Creek. 

Red  Deer. 

The  present  shooting  season  was  opened  on 
April  1  and  closed  on  May  31.  Most  of  the  stalkers 
secured  the  number  of  heads  permitted  by  their 
licence.  Several  very  fine  heads  were  obtained. 
The  heads  were  under  the  average  this  year  on 
account  of  the  late  spring  causing  a  scarcity  of  feed. 
Your  council  would  recommend  to  the  incoming 
council  the  necessity  of  better  supervision  being 
taken  of  the  herd  in  Lake  Hawea  district,  and 
would  urge  upr n  the  Government  to  have  the  deer 
country  made  into  a  national  deer  park. 

Fallow  Deer. 
k  This  herd  on  the  Blue  Mountains  appears  to  be 

doing  well,  and  a  number  of  good  heads  have 
been  secured  this  season,  but  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  a  large  number  of  stalkers  visit  this 
district,  your  council  thinks  that  for  the  welfare  of 
the  herd  it  would  probably  be  well  to  limit  the 
number  of  bucks  to  be  shot  to  two. 

Deer  Shooting. 
There  were  fewer  stalkers  on  the  hills  after  the 
red  deer  stags  this  season,  Messrs.  Henderson  and 
Leatham,  from  England,  and  Mr.  Armitage,  from 
Victoria,  being  the  only  visitors.  Mr.  Armitage  is 
reported  to  have  secured  one  real  good  head  in  his 


four.  Of  the  local  stalkers,  the  most  successful  that 
we  have  heard  of  are  Mr.  M.  Gray,  Dr.  Arkle,  Mr. 
J.  O'Kane,  and  Mr.  A.  Thow. 

Birds. 

Grey  duck  and  teal  are  fairly  numerous,  and  on 
the  opening  day  of  the  shooting  season  (May  1) 
many  very  good  bags  were  obtained,  and  a  fair 
number  of  pigeons  and  swamp  hens  also  were 
secured.  Californian  quail  are  holding  their  own 
remarkably  well  in  the  Cromwell  and  Roxburgh 
district.  The  wild  geese  are  now  fairly  established, 
and  are  quite  capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves. 
Last  year  was  the  first  season  they  were  allowed  to 
be  shot,  and  now  it  is  a  difficult  matter  for  the 
sportsman  to  get  within  range  of  them.  By  ai^ 
Order-in-Council  the  paradise  duck  is  protected  for 
this  year  throughout  the  whole  of  New  Zealand. 

This  society  received  through  the  tourist  depart- 
ment in  April  ten  Canadian  geese  and  four  pintail 
ducks  in  fine  condition.  It  was  decided  not  to  turn 
out  these  birds  until  after  the  shooting  season,  and 
on  further  consideration  it  was  resolved  to  keep  the 
geese  and  try  and  breed  from  them,  and  liberate 
their  progeny.  The  tourist  department  approved 
of  this,  and  the  geese  have  been  provided  with 
suitable  quarters  at  the  Clinton  hatchery. 

Fly  Fishing  Competition. 
The  society's  gold  medal  for  "  fly  "•  competition 
on  the  Waipahi  was  won  by  Mr.  William  Marzhan 
with  forty -six  fish,  weighing  36 Jib. ;  and  the  silver 
medal  by  Mr.  D.  Finlayson  with  thirteen  fish, 
weighing  23|lb. 

Poaching. 

There  have  been  several  convictions  obtained 
during  the  year  for  illegally  taking  game  and  trout, 
and  in  most  instances  your  society  is  indebted  to 
the  country  constables  for  these  convictions. 

The  New  Zealand  Acclimatisation 
Societies'  Association. 
This  society  held  its  annual  meeting  in  Wellington 
in  July.  Mr.  R.  Chisholm  and  Mr.  T.  Brown  (vice- 
presidents)  attended  the  conference  on  behalf  of 
this  society.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  by 
delegates  from  the  difTerent  societies  throughout 
New  Zealand,  and  many  wise  suggestions  and 
recommendations  were  agreed  upon  to  put  before 
the  Government  for  the  better  protection  of  game 
and  trout  in  the  country. 

Establishment  of  a  Marine  Hatchery. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  very  satisfactory 
progress  has  been  made  at  the  Portobello  marine 
fish  hatchery.  All  the  buildings  and  fittings  then 
in  course  of  construction  have  been  completed,  and 
were  utilised  during  the  past  year  for  experimental 
work  on  local  fish  and  Crustacea.  Several  species 
were  hatched  out  and  reared  for  a  considerable 
period,  so  that  the  caretaker  (Mr.  Anderton)  has 
acquired  familiarity  with  their  observation  and 
handling.  The  board  considered  that  this  was 
essential  before  any  work  of  introduction  of  foreign 
species  was  undertaken.  Within  the  last  three 
months  preparations  have  been  made  for  the  intro- 
duction of  lobsters  from  the  home  country ;  a  very 
large  and  suitable  deep  water  pond  has  been  con- 
structed, and  arrangements  are  in  progress  to  secure 
the  bringing  out  of  these  valuable  Crustacea  from 
Britain  by  the  steamers  of  the  Shaw,  Savill,  and 
Albion  Company.  The  station  is  now  quite  ready 
to  receive  them  and  to  rear  fry  in  any  quantity. 

The  thanks  of  the  society  are  due  to  the  Railway 
Department,  Union  Steamship  Company,  and 
Huddart  Parker  and  Co.,  for  the  care  and  attention 
paid  to  anything  committed  to  their  charge. 


"  THAT  UPSTEEAM  WOEM,"  AND 
OTHEE  TEOUBLES. 


I  have  read  with  various  feelings  the  views  of 
many  anglers  on  upstream  worm,  especially — some 
who  seem  to  advocate  it  generally.  My  views,  if 
not  of  importance,, are  that  it  should  be  disallowed 
in  spring.  I  hold  views  practically  with  Mr.  Harvie 
Brown  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod.  I  do  not  know  either 
gentleman  personally.  They  are  known  to  me  by 
their  writing  only ;  that  interesting  "  Wet-fly  Fish- 
ing "  is  uncommon,  it  may  even  be  a  trifle  dogmatic, 
but  more  power  to  the  writer's  elbow,  or  pen  ;  let 
us  all  have  the  courage  of  our  convictions.  We  are 
not  bound  to  accept  or  adopt  all  or  even  any  of  a 
fellow  sportsman's  views  or  methods.    We  caq, 


however,  try  them  honestly  and  fairly  as  far  as  our 
individual  abilities  allow.  And  then  it  does  not 
prove  same  wrong,  even  if  we  fail  with  them.  A 
writer  charges  us  with  a  "  dog  in  the  manger 
spirit." 

I  hardly  think  any  open  and  honest  personal 
conviction,  however  strongly,  if  courteously,  ex- 
pressed, should  be  so  classed.  One  advocates  a 
14ft.  double-handed  rod,  and  a  16ft.  in  the  future. 
Well,  if  he  likes  them,  let  him  use  same  by  all  means. 
"  He  that  complies  against  his  will  is  of  his  own 
opinion  still." 

Imagine  a  medium  river  run  very  low.    A  succes- 
sion of  nice  Uttle  pools  or  dubs,  six,  seven,  and  eight 
feet  in  diameter,  interspersed  with  smaller  and  a  lot 
of  runs,  thin  or  practically  dry,  well  overgrown  ia  J 
places  to  within  a  foot  or  two  of  surface,  and,  owing 
to  low  state  of  water,  hardly  any  stream  ;  the  trout 
lying  in  hang  of  pools,  thin  water,  etc.,  under  sun 
in  gin  clear  water — a  long  rod  point  carefullfi 
creejis  over  same,  dangling  a  really  nice  lively  red 
worm.    Mr.  Trout  takes  a  "  squint,"  a  hurried 
squint,  only — "Home,"  sharp,  is  the  order;  while 
Mrs.  Trout  informs  her  younger  relations  and 
neighbours  generally  that  the  other  day  a  brightly 
clean,  but  rude  little  fellow  came  and  played 
outside  their  door,  and  papa,  getting  angry,  went 
out  to  send  him  off.    He  bolted  down  the  road — 
stream — papa  followed,  to  chastise  him,  but,  alas ! 
"  I'm  a  widow,"  as  a  certain  theatrical  lady  used 
to  sing.    Now,  a  nine-footer  or  so,  sending  that 
little  worm  right  up  into  the  throat  of  the  dub  by 
a  quick  side  switch,  keeping  rod  low  and  horizontal,  < 
striking  sideways  downstream,   would  be  more  j 
likely  to  place  a  few  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  same  I 
lamentable  position  (from  their  view).    Is  a  river  j 
large  and  fairly  open  ?    There  should  be  no  diffi-  \ 
culty  in  throwing  far  enough  with  a  single-handed  j 
rod,  somewhat  larger.    To  my  mind,  broadness  j 
should  be  the  moral  in  all  angling  matters ;  such  a  , 
lot  depends  on  the  circumstances  of  the  moment, 
and  we,  in  speaking  and  writing  (I  take  it  from  | 
personal  experience),  should  always  endeavour  to  , 
keep  this  in  view.  | 

"  When,  where,  and  by  whom  was  it  decided  that  ■ 
there  was  only  one  legitimate  upstream  worm  j 
fishing  ?  "  With  all  due  deference,  I  do  not  think 
this  point  worth  any  clearing  up.  I  can  recollect 
no  special  congress  of  fishermen  and  sportsmen  to 
discuss  the  matter.  By  the  way,  light  your  pipe, 
friends,  lean  back  your  head  in  that  pet  armchair 
(yes,  you  may  mix  one  glass),  close  your  eyes  and 
dream-picture  to  yourself  that  mighty  gathering.  It 
would  be  a  lively  meeting,  I  feel  quite  dogma  tically 
certain  on  this  point,  lively  and  warm !  Yes,  on 
the  coldest  day  in  the  depth  of  winter,  no  need  of 
flask  to  keep  the  cold  out.  All  the  fishermen, 
writers,  correspondents,  the  whole  gang  of  us. 
Why,  the  Irish  members  on  the  warpath  would 
not  be  in  it.  "  Snakes  alive,"  it  would  be  a  grand 
crack ! 

Our  "common"  and  "noble"  legislators  com- 
bined, now  years  ago,  decided  that  we  were  not  to 
fish  salmon  roe,  prohibited  it  by  law  of  the  realm  ; 
it  dies  hard — it's  not  dead  yet  by  long  chalks, 
unfortunately,  which  goes  to  prove  you  cannot  make 
even  fishermen — the  most  loyal,  law-abiding  class 
of  men — moral,  by  Act  of  Parliament.  One  point 
about  it,  it  was  far  too  deadly  to  small  fish.  Now, 
take  a  half-starved,  out-of-condition  trout  at  begin- 
ning of  season,  dump  a  worm  in  front  of  him,  almost 
anyhow,  and  it's  at  least  even  money  he  grabs  it, 
odds  on,  in  fact.  Why  do  many,  I  may  say  nearly 
all  (I  wish  I  could),  good  clubs  and  associations 
prohibit — and  very  rightly  so,  I  think,  till  June— all 
worm?  Will  anyone  boldly  assert  and  say  it  is 
sport,  in  the  true  acceptation  of  the  word,  to  thus 
drag  out  a  trout  with  almost  any  tackle  ?  I  call  it 
pot  hunting,  on  a  par  with  poaching.  Whisper  it 
gently,  I  have  a  sneaking  sympathy  with  the  man 
who,  through  necessity  or  absolute  want,  snares  a 
hare  or  rabbit,  aye  !  fish  too  for  a  meal ;  but  not  the 
sportsman  with  the  power  or  right  to  openly  fish  or 
shoot — killing,  murdering,  under  practically  similar 
conditions — it's  a  poor  one-sided  game  at  best. 
There  is  a  saying,  "  You  cannot  eat  your  cake  and 
have  it,"  very  true;  and  I  think  if  we  had  less  of 
this  fishing  we  should  hear,  perhaps,  less  of  depleted 
waters,  the  fishing  of  this  river  or  that  stream  falling 
off,  etc.,  etc.  To  one  cognisant  of  the  ever-increas- 
ing army  of  anglers — sisters,  cousins,  and  aunts  (not 
to  mention  the  other  chap's  sister  in  particular), 
all  included — ^it  seems  with  all  our  restocking  on 
these  grounds,  leaving  out  the  sporting  question,  we 
need  discriminating  care.    Sympathise  with  the 
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man  who  began  too  late  to  learn  fly  fishing  ?  Yes, 
I  do,  or  will,  once  prove  it  is  too  late  to  learn. 
The  writer  learnt  as  a  schoolboy,  and  a  very  small 
one  at  that,  many  years  ago.  Perhaps  such  do  not 
make  due  allowance  for  the  difficulties  to  be 
encountered,  especially  to  any  somewhat  on  in 
years  ;  personally,  I  see  no  reason  to  hinder  a  man 
of  forty  or  fifty  learning  to  become  a  tolerable  fly 
fisher,  excepting  bad  eyesight,  really  bad  sight,  and 
it  needs  to  be  bad  to  totally  incapacitate  him.  Let 
all  start  early  in  season,  for  the  chances  would  then 
be  in  their  favour — "nothing  succeeds  like  success." 
"  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day  "  (I  fancy  this  quota- 
tion is  not  original,  at  any  rate,  I  hope  it  wrongs 
no  one's  copyright),  and  there  lies  the  secret,  not  in 
the  proverbial  nutshell.  I  keep  mine  in  wash- 
leather  pocket  in  an  old  fly  book,  "  Perseverance," 
the  first,  second,  and  third  volumes,  aye,  with  a 
sequel — success.  I  know  a  youngster  of  four  years 
who  daily  many  time?,  with  the  chance,  stands 
gazing  at  a  little  old-fashioned  reel  on  a  certain 
studio  mantelboard,  where  nothing  else  detracts  his 
mind  from  gazing  on  the  said  reel.  "My  reel, 
father  gived  it  me  for  my  rod,  mother,  see ! ''  Well, 
father  started  with  that  reel  very  little  older. 
Everyone  cannot  start  there,  but  I  know  many 
elderly  fly  fishers,  and  good  ones,  who  did  not  start 
till  well  on  in  life. 

"  Twenty  anglers  wading  down  stream  fly  fishing 
do  more  damage  to  fly  water  than  twenty  anglers  I 
not  wading,  but  fishing  minnow  upstream  from 
bank."    This  opens  the  field  for  a  real  good  think. 
Ian  Maclaren  stated  that  a  trouble  with  the  young 
generation  was  they  did  not  think,  wherein  I  humbly, 
very  humbly,  agree.  Now,  why  "  must "  twenty  two- 
legged  monsters  "wade,  disturbing  the  bottom, 
creating  a  swirl  to  scatter  all  fish,"  downstream  fly 
fishing  ?  and  the  same  or  twenty  similar  two-legged 
monsters  without  waders    trot    upstream  with 
minnow  ?    "  Is  it  necessary  ?  "  as  the  song  says. 
Can  the  two-legged  (or  otherwise,  if  any)  party 
cast    or    throw  his    fly  better,  further,  more 
accurately,  lighter,  etc.,  by  wading  doivnstream  ? 
Could  it  not  be  done  from  bank  elevation,  however 
slight,  equally  well  ?    Presuming  there  is  no  un- 
known and  unguessable  reason  (to  the  writer)  for 
fly  fishing  do  tvn,  and  an  equally  occult  reason  for 
minnoiu  fishing  up,  without  waders,  why  not  try 
fly  up  also  ?    Perhaps  the  idea  is  unique,  anyhow, 
it's  not  "half  bad'i  in  practice.    Verily,  I  don't 
grasp  the  matter.     Wading  is  not   the  great 
objection — it's   the  abuse  of  wading  that's  the 
trouble,  by  people  who  do  not  seem  to  understand 
that  there  are  two  proper  places,  one  for  the  feet 
and  another  for  the  lure  in  use,  be  it  fly,  minnow, 
or  that  "  upstream  worm."   Of  course,  we  all  know 
the  chatty,  friendly  chap  —  often  marvellously 
equipped  and  rigged  out — who  goes  floundering 
and  splashing  about  "all  over  the  show,"  who  then 
tells  you  "they  are  dead  off,"  and  finally  that  "he 
cannot  touch  a  thing."-    Well,  he's  about  at  times, 
and,  like  the  poor,  always  with  us,  more  or  less. 
True,  he's  a  bore,  and  as  you  come  round  the  bend 
to  your  favourite  spot,  where  you  reckon  on  a 
brace  at  the  worst,  there  he  is  j)erforming.  Being 
a  fisherman,  and  hence  a  good  Christian,  you  don't 
murder  him.  but  it's  a  struggle  to  curb  one  or  two 
thoughts  and  words  you  don't  use,  say,  at  Sunday- 
school.    It's  one  of  the  bitters  with  the  sweets. 
Your  chance  there  for  the  time  being  has  gone ;  but 
cheer  up,  you  do  dodge  him  at  times,  and  get 
in  one  of  those  red-letter  days,  all  things  being 
favourable,  and  such  a  day,  when  nearbj  all  goes 
right,  barring  that  "one  whopper  "  that  broke  you 
under  the  fence  yonder.    A  day  that  makes  up  for 
many  petty  annoyances — a  day  to  be  remembered, 
to  think  and  ponder  over.    Just  perhaps  as  you 
began  <o  think  you  were  nigh  daft  chasing  that 
stray,  elusive  trout,  you  find  some  kind  fairy- fairy 
has  put  a  whole  crowd  of  good  ones  in  for  you,  and, 
better  still,  there  they  lay  towards  evening,  all 
nicely  placed  on  clean  dock  leaves.    Ah  !  it's  your 
turn  now.    No  more  earcaatic  rubs  from  the  wife 
and  daughters,  at  least,  not  to-day.    Don't  let  us 
harp  on  our  little  troubles  too  muchj    Most  rivers, 
at  least  Welsh,  midland,  and  north  country  ones, 
need  judicious  wading.    I  know  but  little  of  the 
south  country  chalk  streams.     To  my  way  of 
thinking,  the  statement  that  every  angler  has  a 
right  to  follow  hia  own  inclinations,  when  not 
infringing  the  rules  in  force  where  he  happens  to 
be  fishing,  needs  a  slight  qualification  ;  broadly 
8j)eaking,  "he  has,"  but  does  it  showagood  British 
Bpfjrting  spirit  to  forget  entirely  the  other  fellow  ? 
With  wading  especially,  a  little  more  "thought" 


would  perhaps  be  better  for  all  one's  self,  a/nd  the 
man  behind  included. 

I  should  be  very  sorry,  following  this  dictum,  to 
hear  many  advocate  worming  at  beginning  of  the 
season,  on  grounds  already  mentioned,  but  a  point 
we  must  not  lose  sight  of  is,  after  all,  to  a  great 
extent,  we  all  fish  for  fish ;  it  reminds  one  of  the 
gentleman  giving  the  young  hopeful  advice — "  Mein 
son,  get  every  honest  shilling  you  cans,  and  every 
two  sixpences  makes  one  shillings,  my  poy,"  just  so. 
Far  be  it  from  me,  who,  I  am  glad  to  say,  have  not  a 
theory  to  bless  myself  with,  to  in  any  way  speak  or 
even  think  slightingly  of  the  man — my  brother 
angler — who  fishes  worm,  gentle,  wasp  grub,  or 
minnow  on  the  sink  and  draw  system  behind  a 
bush.  Let  them  one  and  all  enjoy  their  pastime 
clean  and  pure  in  heart  midst  Nature's  ever- 
varying  glories ;  something  fresh,  something  new 
to  see  and  learn  each  succeeding  day,  enjoyable  to 
me  in  any  weather — hail,  rain,  or  snow,  whether 
the  lordly  salmon,  the  trout,  the  wary,  fickle 
grayling,  or,  indeed,  any  fish  that  swims  be  the 
quarry.  Do  not  let  us  presume  to  arrogate  to  our- 
selves the  drastic  idea  of  dictating  to  our  brothers 
— fly,  wet  or  dry,  miimow,  or  worm  ;  but  do  let  us 
one  and  all  be  "  sportsmen "  in  the  truest  and 
deepest  sense  if  we  claim  to  shelter  under  such  a 
title.  Do  not  take  a  mean  advantage  of  a  hungry, 
hardly  convalescent  trout — if  one  and  all  did,  there 
would  be  none  for  the  stray  flyman,  or  true  up- 
stream worm  man  still  later.  I  suppose  we  could 
hardly  consult  the  worms  for  their  views  ? 

Golden  Geouse. 


A  MEDICINE  CHEST  IN  YOUR 
POCKET-BOOK. 


Messrs.  Savory  and  Moore,  the  well-known 
chemists  of  148,  New  Bond-street,  London,  are 
now  making  up  their  Gelatine  Lamels,  so  largely 
used  in  the  South  African  campaign,  for  general 
use.  These  lamels  consist  of  thin,  pliable  sheets, 
sub-divided  into  squares,  each  square  containing 
an  exact  quantity  of  the  medicine  with  which  the 
sheet  is  impregnated.    With  a  pair  of  scissors  or  a 


MEDICATED 

6AV0RY  4  MOORE. 
i.o.nclon. 


knife  the  required  dose  can  be  cut  off.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  most  handy  and  convenient  way  in  which 
to  carry  medicine,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  appreciated 
by  travellers,  officers  on  active  service,  missionaries, 
tourists,  and  also  for  home  use.  The  illustration 
shows  how  the  packets  of  medicine  are  carried  in  a 
neat  little  pocket-book.  Twelve  of  these  sheets, 
size  4in.  by  2\m.,  give  288  doses.  A  Ust  of  the 
medicines  put  up  in  this  form  can  be  had  by 
writing  to  Messrs.  Savory  and  Moore.  For  anglers 
going  long  distances  from  towns  such  a  multum  in 
parvo  of  medicine  —  including  quinine,  ginger, 
aperine,  senna,  and  anything  else  almost — is  a  real 
boonj  We  see  the  Lancet  and  British  MMical 
Journal  speak  highly  of  these  lamels. 

R.  B.  M. 


GRAYLING  FISHING. 


EvEy  whilst  these  lines  were  being  written  came 
the  information  that  the  grayling  of  the  Itchen — 
one  of  the  best  southern  streams  for  this  lovely  fish 
—were  not  only  rising  freely,  but  what  is  of  more 
interest  to  the  angler,  taking  the  artificial  fly  con- 
fidently and  eagerly.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
season — and  August  is  quite  soon  enough  to  com- 
mence angling  for  the  huge  dorsil-finned  fish — 
grayling,  though  they  may  come  to  the  surface 
merrily  and  disport  themselves  in  a  tantalising 
manner  all  over  a  water  containing  them,  are  far 
too  prone  to  play  and  fool  with  the  fly  than  to  take 
it  into  their  mouths  in  a  business-like  manner.  It 
has  frequently  been  a  matter  of  wonderment  to 
those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  their  peculiar 
and  pretty  ways,  to  get  apparently  bond  fide  offers 
again  and  again,  and  fail  to  hook  a  single  fin.  The 
explanation,  of  course,  is  that  the  floating  lure  has 
not  been  taken  hold  of,  but  merely  poked  or  pushed 
with  the  nose  of  the  fish.  Yet  sometimes  per- 
severance with  a  nosing  fish  even  may  end  in  the 
overcoming  of  it.  Still,  it  cannot  be  said  that  at 
this  period  of  the  year  grayling  give  the  sport  they 
afford,  say,  in  a  couple  of  months'  time.  It  may 
be,  and  in  all  probability  is,  that  owing  to  the  in- 
different play,  comparatively  speaking,  shown  before 
they  have  acquired  their  autumn  rude  health  and 
vigour,  that  they  have  been  designated  dead -hearted 
by  some,  and  utterly  denounced  by  other  writers. 

In  the  south  country  the  general  piscator  has  no 
little  difficulty  in  finding  rivers  whereon  he  may 
cast  a  line.  It  would  be  a  superlatively  easy 
matter  to  name  the  waters  which  hold  large  stocks 
of  the  fish,  but  it  is  a  totally  different  thing  to  get 
permission  to  angle  in  these  preserves.  The  Pisca- 
torial Society,  it  is  true,  has  an  excellent  piece  of 
water,  containing  trout  and  grayling,  on  the  prolific 
Lambourn  at  Newbury,  and  in  their  Kennet  fishery 
there  is  a  goodly  sprinkling  of  ThijmaUus.  Hunger- 
ford  used  to  be  a  famous  place  for  grayling,  and  the 
public  at  large  were  allowed  to  fish  for  them  with 
the  fly  at  a  small  charge  per  diem.  Last  year,  how- 
ever, netting  took  place,  and  this  being  so,  it 
behoves  intending  visitors  to  the  Berkshire  village 
to  make  previous  full  and  careful  inquiry  as  to 
whether  or  not  there  are  any  grayling  left  to  catch, 
before  parting  with  the  cash  needed  to  secure  a 
permit !  The  dearth  of  water  here  was  always  a 
sad  drawback  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  angler,  and 
to  satisfactory  sport  being  obtained.  Frequently 
the  whole  morning  was  absolutely  wasted — and 
grayling  take  best  before  noon  on  many  waters — 
waiting  for  the  mill  to  let  the  kept-back  stream 
free.  The  Exe  and  Barle  at  Dulverton,  in  an 
interesting  article  in  the  Field  on  May  20  last,  are 
highly  spoken  of  as  grayling  rivers.  They  have  not, 
however,  come  under  the  personal  notice  of  the 
present  writer.  Both  streams  can  be  fished  by 
staying  at  the  comfortable  Carnarvon  Arms,  close 
to  the  railway  station,  and  from  all  accounts  a 
capable  fly-fisher  should  meet  with  the  best  of 
sport,  and  that  amongst  weighty  fish. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  specify  at  length  the  par- 
ticular tackle  to  use  for  Thymallm.  The  self-same 
equipment  which  suffices  for  the  trout  is  admirably 
adapted  for  the  latter's  near  relation.  The  grayling 
especially  appeals  to  fly-fishers  who  do  not  decry 
him.  They  are  altogether  different  in  their  manner 
of  rising  from  trout.  By  fair  casting  it  is  im- 
possible to  frighten  them  or  put  them  down.  They 
are  not  half  so  easily  scared.  They  may  miss  the 
fly  again  and  again ;  this  they  are  uncommonly  apt 
to  do,  on  account  of  the  shape  of  their  mouths,  the 
top  lip  overlapping  the  vmder  one,  and  making  it  a 
little  difficult  for  them  to  get  the  fly  between  their 
lips,  unless  they  roll  over  it  as  it  were.  Yet  though 
they  may  fail  to  secure  the  lure  half  a  dozen 
times,  they  will  continue  to  come  up  smiling  until 
they  are  caught,  or  hooked  and  lost.  Not  that 
their  mouth  is  tender — this  fallacy  has  been  many 
times  exploded.  It  is  of  advantage  to  the  beginner 
to  know  this  trait  of  the  grayling.  A  trout  once 
risen  and  missed,  seldom  comes  again  during  the 
rise,  and  is  quieted  ;  but  grayling  are  very  con- 
descending, and  do  not  seem  put  out  or  affected  by 
their  failure  to  secure  a  fly  which  has  been  presented 
to  their  notice  a  number  of  times.  A  pricked 
grayling  does  not  take  long  to  get  over  its  temporary 
fright,  and  fish  have  even  been  caught  with  a  fly  and 
loose  link  of  gut  hanging  from  their  mouths,  lost  by 
over  vigorous  striking  on  the  part  of  the  angler. 
Special  care  should  be  taken  in  striking.    It  ia 
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the  opinion  of  competent  grayling  fishermen  that 
many  fish  are  missed  through  over  anxiety  in 
replying  to  the  upward  movement  of  the  quarry 
towards  the  fiy.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the 
top  lip  of  the  grayling  has  to  close  over  the  fly 
before  the  fish  can  get  the  latter  into  its  mouth. 
Hence  the  necessity  for  not  hurrying  the  response 
to  a  rise. 

The  author  of  "  Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country 
Streams"  (Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Go.) 
has  a  great  deal  to  say  about  the  mistake  generally 
made  in  striking  too  quickly,  and  urges  that  quan- 
tities of  fish  are  missed  through  undue  eagerness 
on  the  part  of  the  angler  to  get  on  terms  with  his 
prey. 

After  the  close  of  the  trout  season  at  the  end 
of  September,  grayling  are  in  the  best  condition, 
and  the  fisherman  should  be  careful  to,  as  far  as 
possible,  leave  rising  trout  alone.  It  is  not  always 
easy  to  tell  the  rise  of  a  trout  from  that  of  a 
grayling.  There  is,  however,  a  pretty  sure  guide 
in  this  connection.  In  the  majority  of  cases  all 
rises  in  midstream  will  proceed  from  grayling, 
except  when  there  are  gravelly  runs  close  to  the 
banks.  These  latter  are  sure  to  hold  grayling,  as 
well  as  their  brethren  the  trout; 

Flies  for  grayling  are  as  plentiful  as  blackberries 
in  autumn.  Every  fisherman  has  his  own  pet  idea 
in  the  way  of  fancies.  These  latter,  preferably  with 
a  tag,  seem  to  be  the  most  killing ;  but  when,  for 
example,  there  is  a  strong  hatch  of  Olive  Duns  or 
Iron  Blues,  one  will  not  go  far  wrong  in  putting  up 
copies  of  these  insects.  A  writer  in  the  Field,  who 
discourses  eloquently  on  grayling  fishing  on  the 
Itchen,  almost  invariably  uses  the  Red  Quill  in 
small  sizes.  It  is  certain  that  when  Olives  are 
coming  down  and  are  being  taken  by  grayling  the 
Red  Quill  will  often  do  far  better  than  the  best 
dressed  copies  of  the  Olive  itself.  Indeed,  of  all 
winged  flies  for  the  allurement  of  Thymallus  in 
autumn  the  Red  Quill  may  well  be  placed  first.  Other 
anglers  stand  by  the  Wickham  and  are  very  successful 
with  it.  The  majority,  however,  adhere  almost 
exclusively  to  tags  of  sorts — the  Red  Tag,  the 
Orange  Tag,  the  Zulu,  the  Gold  and  Silver  Witches, 
and  other  nondescripts  which  might  be  named. 
These  have  done  wonders  when  grayling  are  rising 
at  something  which  cannot  be  discerned  with  the 
naked  eye.  The  two  Witches  especially  have  a 
grand  record,  and  have  killed  well  on  the  Itchen, 
Keimet,  Lambourn,  Dun,  Avon,  in  the  Midlands, 
and  even  in  north  of  England  streams,  as  Mr.  F. 
M.  Walbran,  of  graylir  g  fame,  can  amply  testify. 
Though  many  anglers  iove  to  fill  their  boxes  with 
nearly  every  grayling  fly  existent,  the  few  kinds 
above  enumerated  should,  as  a  general  rule,  sufiBce. 
It  has.  however,  often  happened  that  grayling 
men  have  oflered  the  fish  a  couple  of  dozen 
varieties  without  even  then  hitting  upon  the 
pattern  which  they  will  take.  Flies  made  by 
Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.  with  celluloid  bodies  should 
have  a  great  future  before  them.  They  seem  to  be 
particularly  adapted  for  the  ladylike  grayling,  which 
dearly  loves  glittering  tinsels  and  gaudy  colours. 
Ibis,  gold  and  silver  twist,  and  green  peacock  herl 
play  important  parts  in  many  of  the  most  killing 
flies,  the  little  piece  of  red  in  the  tail,  provided 
there  is  not  too  much  of  it,  being  an  enormous 
attraction  to  a  feeding  fish.  All  the  flies  mentioned 
can  be  fished  wet  if  desired.  On  a  blustering  day, 
or  when  the  wind  is  dead  down  stream,  rendering 
dry-fly  work  difficult  of  accomplishment,  the  sunk 
fly  may  be  employed  with  advantage.  The  fly  can 
be  cast  slightly  up  and  across  the  river,  and  allowed 
to  swing  round  with  the  current  in  the  customary 
manner.  Another  deadly  way  of  wet- fly  fishing  is  to 
fish  up  stream,  the  running  line  and  greater  part  of 
the  cast  being  flotant.  A  quick  eye  is  necessary  to 
discern  the  rises.  If  the  line,  however,  is  straight 
with  the  fly  the  former  will  shoot  forward  when  a 
grayling  takes  the  lure.  The  size  of  hook  recom- 
mended for  wet-fly  fishing  is  No.  I,  and  for  dry-flies 
No.  0  or  00 ;  000  hooks  will  yield  rises,  but  the 
difSculty  is  to  hold  so  powerful  and  trying  a  fish  as 
the  grayUng  on  such  microscopic  hooks. 

The  Chiel. 


A  RECORD  capture  of  grey  mullet  was  made  at 
Margate  on  Saturday,  August  12,  by  Mr.  F.  Daunou 
(a  local  angler)  and  Mr.  B.  H.  Hayman,  of  Rochester. 
They  caught  fifty-two  fish  weighing  from  l^lb.  to 
:j^lb.  Tlie  previous  record  was  thirty-three  fish, 
captured  by  Messrs.  Goinin  and  Daunou  four  years 
ago,  and  wore  better  fish,  weighing  from  21b. 
to  41b. 


EOACHING  TIPS. 

Now  that  the  coarse  fishing  season  is  once  again 
in  full  swing,  I  think  a  few  tips  on  roaching  will 
not  come  amiss  to  many  who  have  not  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  (and  little  time  to  spend  on  studying) 
this  most  fascinating  branch  of  the  gentle  art.  In 
too  many  instances  beginners  are  disappointed 
after  a  few  attempts  at  angling  while  on  their 
holidays,  owing  to  no  other  reason  than  their  non- 
attention  to  some  most  important  points ;  and  I 
think  these  failures  would  be  greatly  minimised 
after  a  careful  perusal  of  the  following  remarks. 

Do  not,  on  any  account,  make  your  first  attempt 
at  angling  in  the  middle  of  a  blazing  hot  summer's 
day.  If  unable  to  begin  at  daylight  and  fish  until, 
say,  9  a.m.,  wait  patiently  until  evening  (about 
5  o'clock),  when  one  will  have  at  least  three  hours 
of  cool,  enjoyable  weather  for  one's  sport.  If  there 
has  been  a  good  rain  during  the  day  so  much  the 
better,  the  more  beautiful  the  country  will  appear, 
so  that  one  will  not  regret  the  outing  even  if  one 
finds  the  roach  not  on  the  feed. 

Choosing  a  Swim. — The  first  thing  to  do  after 
one  arrives  at  the  river  is  to  find  a  suitable  swim, 
and  although  to  the  old  hand,  or  one  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  water,  this  is  not  difiScult,  yet 
great  care  and  judgment  are  required.  If  the  water 
be  flowing  slowly — a  pond,  lake,  or  mere — it  is  as 
well  to  choose  a  swim  which  is  between  four  and 
seven  feet  in  depth,  some  sixteen  feet  from  the 
shore,  with  a  few  weeds  or  rushes  near  the  side,  so 
as  to  screen  one's  movements  from  the  fish  as  far  as 
possible.  Try  and  find  a  clean  gravelly  bottom. 
This,  however,  is  usually  found  in  swift  streams  ; 
therefore,  at  times  one  must  fish  on  mud.  A  perfect 
swim  should  be  near  trees  or  bushes,  so  as  to  have 
them  at  one's  back  or  side.  These  will  serve  the 
double  purpose  lof  shading  one  from  the  sun  and 
keeping  one's  shadow  otf  the  water,  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  if  one  does  not  want  to  scare 
the  fish.  On  the  other  hand,  if  there  is  a  good 
swim  that  yields  well  to  local  anglers,  it  is  best  to 
fish  it  in  preference  to  wasting  time  trying  to  get 
the  fish  into  a  new  swim  where  they  may  refuse  to 
go.  Being  seated,  and  your  line  (which  should  be 
as  light  as  the  stream  will  allow)  attached  to  the 
rod,  proceed  to  plumb  the  depth,  and  learn  to  feel 
as  far  as  possible  whether  the  bottom  is  clear  enough 
to  allow  one  to  leger  with  a  light  float,  for,  if  so, 
there  is  not  half  the  disturbance  as  when  swimming 
a  float,  and  the  fish  can  be  kept  longer  on  the  feed. 
In  cases  where  the  ground  is  foul,  fish  two  or  three 
inches  above  the  debris,  and  use  very  little  ground- 
bait,  for  owing  to  its  sinking  into  the  weeds  out  of 
sight  of  the  fish  this  would  serve  no  good  purpose. 

Another  point  of  great  importance,  often  over- 
looked, is  the  size  and  bend  of  hook  best  suited  for 
roachingi  According  to  theory,  short  -  shanked, 
round  bent  hooks  would  appear  to  be  the  thing,  as 
the  entire  shank  can  be  covered  and  is  not  visible 
to  the  fish.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case,  for  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  hook  a  fish  with  a  short- 
shanked  hook,  no  matter  what  the  bend.  As  will 
be  easily  seen  by  testing  the  hook  on  the  back  of 
one's  finger,  the  angle  of  pull  is  so  wide  with  these 
short  shanks  as  to  put  all  the  pressure  on  the  inside 
of  the  point  instead  of  on  the  point  itself.  For 
this  reason  it  is  always  best  to  use  a  long-shanked 
"  Crystal."  This  bend  of  hook  has  the  least  length 
of  shank  for  effective  use  that  has  yet  been  brought 
to  my  notice.  With  respect  to  size,  many  good 
roachers  never  use  anything  smaller  than  a  No.  8 
or  9,  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  better  to  use  a  No.  10 
or  11,  the  latter  size,  though  small  enough  to  catch 
a  minnow,  will  hold  a  good  fish. 

The  construction  of  the  line  is  the  next  point  of 
which  amateurs  fall  foul,  as  in  most  cases  they  buy 
a  fitted  (made  up)  line  at  a  tackle  dealer's,  and  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten,  this  is  better  suited  for  perch 
than  roach  fishing.  In  the  first  instance  it  will,  of 
course,  be  necessary  to  buy  your  casts  ready  tied, 
but  as  soon  as  the  knack  of  tying  gut  is  acquired 
(which  is  quite  easy),  it  is  both  cheaper  and  safer  to 
make  up  one's  own  lines.  Trade  tied  gossamer,  and 
for  that  matter  other  lines,  are  generally  weak  at 
the  knots,  and  always  require  to  be  carefully  tested 
before  use.  If  the  water  be  clear,  and  with  little 
current,  a  line  entirely  of  5x  drawn  gut  will 
be  the  best  for  all-round  use,  but  where  it  is  neces- 
sary to  hold  a  fish  hard  to  prevent  its  reaching 
weeds,  piles,  etc.,  or  where  there  are,  say,  large  carp 
or  other  strong  fish,  one  constructed  as  follows  ia 
more  suitable: — Hook  length  (about  nine  inches)  3x, 


from  hook  length  to  just  below  float  2x,  and  then  a 
couple  of  lengths  of  Ix.  Then  if  one  gets  "  smashed  " 
the  break  ought  to  occur  near  the  hook,  thus  saving 
the  float.  As  gut  is  extremely  brittle,  never  tie  or 
loop  it  to  the  top  of  a  roach  pole  (or,  of  course, 
other  rod),  but  loop  it  to  about  three  inches  of  double 
fine  silk  (topping),  which  can  be  safely  tied,  thus 
obviating  the  chance  of  the  top  loop  cracking. 

As  there  has  been  much  discussion  in  the  Fisldng 
Gazette  lately  re  floats  and  shottmg  lines,  I  will 
leave  my  readers  to  peruse  their  back  numbers  i 
on  this  point,  but  may  mention,  in  passing,  that  j 
any  float  if  attached  by  the  bottom  end  only  (say 
for  about  a  third  of  its  length)  will  prove  more  | 
sensitive,  and  carry  slightly  more  shot,  than  one  | 
that  is  fixed  by  both  top  and  bottom.    However,  I 
none  but  very  light  floats  should  be  attached  by  j 
this  method ;  the  pull  being  near  the  middle  of  the 
float,  it  is  dragged  through  the  water,  instead  of 
coming  out  clean  end  on,  thus  deadening  the  sharp- 
ness and  effect  of  the  strike. 

With  respect  to  roach  baits,  these  are  very 
numerous,  but  by  far  the  most  popular  are  pastes 
and  gentles,  while  stewed  wheat  and  bread  crust 
come  next.    In  waters  where  they  abound  caddis 
and  blood-worms  are  extremely  killing  throughout 
the  summer  months.    The  latter  are  very  soft  and 
juicy,  requWng  great  care  in  handling.    One  good 
"blood,'2  from  three-quarters  to  an  inch  in  length, 
is  large  enough  to  cover  a  No.  12  hook.    To  bait  ; 
with  a    blood  -  worm,  start  to  threadle  it  at  i 
the  black  end,  and   continue  working  carefully  ; 
round  the  hook,  until  only  just  the  end  is  left 
hanging.    If  this  be  done  properly  the  worm  will 
not  bleed,  and  is  a  most  attractive  bait.    To  keep  . 
"  bloods,"  wrap  them,  along  with  some  of  the 
dirt  in  which  they  are  found,  in  an  old  piece 
of    clean    sack ;     damp    it   and    keep  cool. 
Wasp  grubs  when  properly  used  are  a  wonderful 
lure  for  some  waters   (especially  ponds),  and, , 
although  mostly  used  baked  or  boiled,  I  strongly 
advise  anglers  to  use  the  fresh  grub,  which  is  by  ! 
far  the  best  bait.  , 

To  become  even  fairly  successful  in  catching  roach  1 
(which,  if  large,  are  most  cunning)  it  will  be  neces-  ; 
sary  to  fish  fine,  keep  quiet,  and  use  none  but  the  ; 
best,  sweetest,  and  cleanest  of  baits  and  ground-  \ 
bait.  Pay  great  attention  to  your  float,  for  large  ' 
roach  are  shy  feeders,  and  it  is  most  necessary  to  ; 
strike  at  the  first  indication  of  a  knock.  To  do  this  j 
you  must  hold  your  rod,  or  every  other  bite  will  be  ■ 
missed  if  it  is  in  the  rest.  Strike  gently  but  firmly  ] 
at  the  slightest  movement  of  the  float ;  a  depression  , 
so  slight  that  none  but  an  expert  could  discern  it  \ 
is,  more  often  than  not,  a  bite  from  a  large  fish.  ; 

If  careful  attention  is  paid  to  these  instructions,  \ 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  with  a  little  < 
study  and  more  practice,  one  will  become  an  i 
enthusiastic  and  successful  adherent  to  our  most  J 
ancient  and  beloved  sport,  angling.  M. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  U.  \ 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  j 
first  post  on  Thursday  morniyig. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS.  j 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — The  condition 
of  the  river  remains  much  the  same  as  last  week,  :j 
except  that  the  temperature  of  the  water  is  a  shade  • 
lower.  Fish  have  been  feeding  better.  Barbel  up  ) 
to  61b.  have  been  had  at  Teddington  and  Shepper-  ■ 
ton,  and  roach-fishing  is  improving.  Weed-fishing  ; 
below  the  weirs  is  accounting  for  some  large  roach.  \ 
Mr.  Kipping  has  had  some  more  barbel  at  Wey-  } 
bridge.  Mr.  O'Rouike  and  Mr.  Offer  at  Reading 
have  had  several  goad  roach  of  lib.  each,  and  Mr.  ; 
Thick  at  Kingston  has  had  roach  up  to  l^lb.  Very  \ 
few  good  bream  have  been  caught,  though  a  large  i 
number  of  anglers  have  been  fishing  the  river.  | 
Another  excellent  annual  report  of  the  Henley  and  ; 
District  Preservation  Association  has  just  been  J 
issued.  It  contains  a  large  amount  of  informa-  i 
tion  relating  to  the  good  work  which  is  still  \ 
being  done  in  the  upper  reaches  under  the  able  i 
and  energetic  supervision  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  \ 
the  hon.  secretary,  whose  free  services  on  behalf  of  i 
Thames  anglers  and  angUng  I  have  often  had  to 
most  favourably  comment  upon.  From  the  report  '| 
to  hand  for  the  year  1904-5,.  one  matter  of  a  highly  | 
interesting  nature,  of  which  a  good  deal  might  be  j 
written,  is  the  marking  of  a  number  of  trout  turned  \ 
into  the  Henley  Reach  in  March,  1905.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  very  nice  trout,  of  not  less  than  12in.  •' 
in  length,  and  ranging  up  to  14^in.,  were  purchased  ; 
and  turned  into  the  river  between  Henley  Bridge  * 
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and  the  end  of  the  Rod  Eyot.  Of  these  100  were 
marked  by  fixing  an  oxidised  silver  tablet  through 
the  base  of  the  dorsal  fin.  More  than  a  dozen  of 
the  marked  fish  have  been  caught  and:reported,  and 
of  these  nearly  aU  were  captured  a  considerable 
distance  down  stream  from  the  turning-in  point, 
the  farthest  distance  at  present  known  being  up- 
wards of  three  miles  from  Henley  Bridge,  and  to 
gain  this  point  the  fish  had  to  pass  either  the  weir, 
millrace,  or  lock  at  Hambleden.  Two  have  been 
reported  caught  at  Marsh,  one  mile  up  stream  from 
the  tuming-in  point.  It  is  proposed,  says  Mr. 
Hobbs  in  his  report,  to  continue  the  marking  of 
trout  of  a  suitable  size,  and  it  is  hoped  that  anglers 
generally  will  interest  themselves  in  the  experiment, 
and  take  the  small  trouble  to  report  to  the  angling 
journals  the  capture  of  any  marked  specimens, 
with  details  of  number  and  letter.  The  view 
held  by  some  members  of  the  Association  that 
fish  of  all  kinds  turned  in  at  Henley  serve  not 
only  to  restock  the  immediate  district,  but 
directly  the  whole  river,  has  received  confirmation. 
The  ordinary  routine  of  preservation  work  has  been 
regularly  carried  on,  and  the  condition  of  this  fishery 
district  is  at  least  equal  to  any  other  on  the  Thames. 
A  serious  eSect  of  the  lack  of  rainfall  was  the  com- 
plete drying  up  in  the  autimm  of  1904  of  the 
Hambleden  stream ;  which  in  the  spring  and  early 
summer  flowed  copiously  and  caused  a  large  number 
of  trout  to  work  up  from  the  Thames.  In  addition 
to  these  some  nice  two-year-old  stock  trout  were 
purchased  and  turned  in  by  the  neighbouiing  land- 
owners, and  had  the  brook  continued  flowing,  a 
splendid  fold  time  trout  nursery  would  have  been 
resuscitated,  but  unfortunately  the  fish  had  to  be 
netted  out  of  the  holes  and  ponds  and  were  turned 
into  the  weir  pools  at  Hambleden.  The  thanks  of  the 
Association  are  tendered  to  Messrs.  Scott-Murray, 
Molloy,  A.  and  C.  Barnett  and  others  for  their  share 
in  providing  and  saving  certain  of  these  fish. 
Considered  m  the  aggregate  the  angling  season 
1904-5  was  considerably  below  the  average — a 
statement  that  well  represents  the  result  of  the 
year's  fishing  on  most  English  waters — and  this 
mterpolation  is  with  the  object  of  assuiing  readers 
that  the  Henley  waters  were  not  alone  in  fishing 
unsatisfactorily.  For  some  unaccountable  reason 
the  bags  were  very  light  and  unsatisfactory,  but 
this  condition  could  by  no  means  be  attributed  to 
lack  of  fish  to  catch,  as  without  doubt  there  is  an 
extremely  good  head  of  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  in  the 
Henley  and  neighbouring  reaches.  Pike  up  to  151b., 
barbel  8ib.,  chub  4|-]b.,  perch  21b.,  roach  l|lb.,  tench 
2|lb.,  bream  31b.,  carp  41b.,  and  trout  oflb.  were 
caught.  The  financial  standing  of  the  Association 
(£16  12s.)  fluctuates  very  httle,  and  a  nice  balance  is 
in  hand ;  all  liabilities  are  paid.  The  receipts  from 
the  Donation  Boxes  are  less  than  last  year, 
but  this  fact  is  easily  accounted  for  by  the  very 
considerable  decrease  of  angUng  visitors  duiing 
the  past  season  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
angling  conditions  prevailing  so  long.  Ths  heavy 
wash  and  discomfort  causei  by  motor  launches, 
says  the  report,  is  often  much  greater  than 
from  large  boats,  and  backwaters,  weir  streams, 
and  shallows,  which  hitherto  have  been  immune 
from  "  power  "  propelled  craft,  are  now  invaded  to 
the  detriment  of  fish,  fishermen,  small  boats  gener- 
ally, and  the  banks  of  the  stream.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  Thames  Conservators  will  keep  a  watchful  eye 
on  this  subject,  and  adopt  stringent  measures  to 
prevent  the  pollution  and  careless  manipulation 
associated  with  these  vessels.  In  conclusion  the 
Committee  has  pleasure  in  promising  that  no  effort 
shall  be  spared  to  maintain  the  Association  at  its 
present  high  point  of  efficiency.  It  is  only  to 
be  regretted  that  there  are  so  few  such  ex- 
cellent and  useful  societies  as  the  H.D.P.A. 
connected  with  the  Thames.  The  Thames  Salmon 
Association  has  just  issued  a  report  in  which  is 
ointed  out  the  fact  that  the  association  have  pro- 
iceeded  with  the  experiment  which  they  proposed 
Ast  year,  that  of  attempting  the  introduction  of 
he  huchen,  the  non-migratory  salmon  from  the 
anube,  into  the  river.  This  fish  is  considered  of 
eat  value  in  the  Danube  and  its  tributaries, 
here  it  grows  to  a  large  size.  Herr  Polzl  provided 
20,000  eyed  ova  at  low  cost,  and  undertook  to  bring 
them  over  to  Denham  from  Vienna  himself.  The 
journey  was  accomplished  safely,  the  ova  arrived 
in  good  condition,  were  duly  hatched,  and  the  fry 
are  at  present  doing  well.  The  huchen  is  an  excel- 
lent food  fish  and  has  great  sporting  qualities,  and 
if  established  in  the  Tliames  would  afford  the  best 
of  fishing  for  the  bank  angler.  The  smaller  fish  rise 
at  the  fly,  while  the  larger,  which  attain  an  average 
weight  of  some  351b.,  run  freely  throughout  the 
winter  months,  and  provide  fine  sport  with  the 
spinning  bait.  As  the  huchen  is  non  migratory,  the 
qufjHtion  of  the  pollution  of  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
river  does  not  arise  in  experiments  with  this  fish. 
Tlie  routine  work  at  Denham  has  proceeded  as  in 
former  years.   The  batching  of  both  vaiietiea  of 


salmon  has  been  uniformly  successful,  and  the 
rearing  ponds  are  at  present  full  of  fry. — F.  H. 

Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  has  been  running 
very  clear  during  the  past  week,  but  there  is  a  very 
fair  stream  for  the  time  of  the  year,  and  anglers 
fishing  early  in  the  morning,  or  late  in  the  evening, 
have  met  with  success.  Chub  up  to  3Jlb.  have 
been  taken  with  the  fly  and  cheese  paste,  and 
several  tench  up  to  l^lb.  have  been  caught  on  ledger 
tackle.  Mr.  J.  B.  Simmonds,  fishing  one  evening 
from  7.30  until  dark  with  a  local,  has  taken  three  to 
twelve  roach.    Mr.  Ancock,  fishing  at  Hurley  with 

G.  Arlett,  has  taken  some  chub  up  to  3Jlb.,  perch 
up  to  1  lb.,  and  some  roach  ;  and  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bush,  a  mixed  bag  of  perch,  roach,  and  gudgeon. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  been  fishing  with  his  two  little 
daughters.  Misses  E.  and  M.  Hobbs,  one  or  two 
evenings,  when  these  tiny  anglers  of  thirteen  and 
eleven  summers  have  taken  upwards  of  forty  roach, 
one  of  which  weighed  just  over  lib.  (they  are 
following  in  father's  footsteps).  Patrons  of  J. 
Arlett  have  taken  some  chub  up  to  31b.  and  some 
roach  and  gudgeon.  Mr.  Moore  and  friend,  fishing 
at  Shiplake  with  G.  Smith,  have  caught  161b.  of 
roach,  a  barbel  of  4ilb.,  and  a  trout  of  3 Jib.,  this 
fi*h  being  caught  on  ledger  tackle.  Gudgeon  still 
bite  freely,  and  roach  could  not  feed  better  during 
the  last  hour  or  so  of  fishing. — Stanley  Mead. 

Tliames  (Sunbury). — The  water  is  in  good  con- 
dition for  roach  and  dace.  Some  good  catches  have 
been  made.  One  day  last  week,  out  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Trowbridge,  we  took  19ilb.  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  returned  a  lot.    Barbel  are  not  on  feed  yet. — 

H.  Herbert. 

Tliames  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  fairly  good ; 
roach  and  dace  have  been  feeding  fairly  well.  One 
day  with  Mr.  G.  Chapman  I  got  about  eight  dozen ; 
one  day  Mr.  Spicer,  four  dozen  roach,  three  barbel, 
largest  61b.  ;  one  day,  Mr.  Mead,  four  perch,  four 
jack,  and  two-and-a-half  dozen  roach,  all  returned. 
Mr.  Tomlinson,  early  morning,  has  had  seven  or 
eight  barbel  up  to  71b. ;  Mr.  Phillips,  three  or  four 
jack.  Later. — -Out  one  morning  early  and  evening 
for  few  hours  with  Mr.  Ferguson  and  Mr.  Wheldon, 
eight  dozen  roach  and  dace. — Walter  McBkide. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  river  at  the  time 
of  writing  is  very  bright  with  an  easterly  wind 
blowing,  and  the  fish  not  feeding  since  the 
14th  inst.  The  result  of  the  Acton  competition 
was  Mr.  Davell,  first;  Mr.  Barry,  second  (piloted 
by  myself) ;  Mr.  Howell,  third  (piloted  by  J.  Spong), 
the  latter  being  penalised  one-third  of  weight 
through  fishing  by  himself.  John  Spong  and  his 
staff  have  been  very  busy.  Rain  is  wanted,  and 
a  change  of  wind  for  fishing  on  Aug.  20.  Mr. 
Sheriff  ran  a  very  large  pike  while  fishing  with  me 
on  Aug.  15,  but  got  smashed  up.  There  are  plenty 
of  good  fish  here. — Tom  Auger. 

toottisham  Iiooka  (Waterbeaoh).  —  During 
the  week  sport  has  not  been  quite  so  good,  cut 
weeds  floating  down  stream,  but  there  is  no  falling 
off  in  the  number  of  anglers  after  the  bream  and 
roach.  This  week-end  the  lock-keeper  has  promised 
to  do  his  best  towards  the  river  being  cleaned. 
Best  bags  of  bream,  101b.  to  121b.;  largest  fish,  l^lb. 
Roach  caught  mostly  with  boiled  white  wheat,  bags 
up  to  81b.  The  Cam  is  sadly  in  need  of  rain,  being 
low  and  dirty,  after  a  good  downpour  better  sport 
is  anticipated. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Bure    (Norfolk,  Wrozham  District).  —  The 

summer  angling  here  has  been  somewhat  disap- 
pointing. Big  fish  have  been  decidedly  scarce,  and 
the  great  heat  and  almost  constant  drought  has 
kept  the  rivers  clear  and  stale,  and  comparatively 
few  really  good  bags  of  either  roach  or  bream  have 
been  made,  though,  of  course,  here  and  there  a 
fair  take  has  been  made,  but  these  have  been  some- 
what exceptional.  The  great  increase  in  motor 
launches  has  not  been  a  benefit  to  anglers,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  all  the  way  down 
the  river  fishing  has  been  steadily  deteriorating  for 
several  seasons.  In  face  of  this  all-round  falling  off 
local  anglers  still,  as  a  body,  deprecate  the  idea 
of  a  close  season.  In  time,  I  believe,  both  anglers 
and  those  interested  pecuniarily  in  the  success  of 
the  district  as  a  hoUday  resort  will  realise  the  short- 
sightedness of  their  present  policy.  The  wanton 
slaughter  of  small  fry  also  is  distressing  at  times  to 
see.  I  find  this  season  light  paternostering  with 
a  couple  of  No.  9  Crystal  hooks  the  most  killing 
method  for  roach  and  bream,  with  well-made 
dough  paste,  gentles,  or  wasp-grub  if  procurable, 
or  small  red  worm.  One  can  paternoster  when 
ledgering  is  not  practicable  owing  to  weeds. 
Weather  cool,  bright,  and  dry,  and  after  5  p.m. 
to  dark  most  likely  time,  but  sport  is  not  very 
brisk.  Fly  fishing  in  upper  waters  is  rather  slack, 
but  will  revive  for  a  little  while  in  September  if  we 
have  showers. — C.  H.  Taylor. 
p.  Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  are  now  so  low 
that  heavy  peal  cannot  get  up  over  the  [shallows, 


and  the  small  peal  are  only  to  be  caught  after  sun- 
set and  well  into  tho  darkness.  It  is  a  lamentable 
season.  A  few  poal  have  been  taken  on  the  Fowey, 
and  considerably  more  on  the  Camel,  but  sport  by 
day  is  nil.  The  net  men  are  having  unusually  good 
times  as  may  be  expected. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  con- 
tinues very  low.  The  thunderstorm  on  Tuesday 
night  and  Wednesday  morning  did  not  materially 
improve  tho  prospect.  There  was  a  fine  run  of 
salmon  up  the  river  on  Saturday,  but  apparently 
the  fish  dropped  back  again  with  the  tide.  The 
net  fishing  season  expired  on  Wednesday  (to-day) 
and  rod  men  hope  now  to  get  a  benefit.  The  week's 
catches  include  Mr.  E.  Distin,  two  ;  Mr.  H.  Full, 
two  (Saturday  night) ;  and  Mr.  Aekrell,  three  ; 
while  at  Totnes  Weir  on  Monday  night  a  4Jlb.  bass 
fell  to  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin.  Fish  will  not  rise,  and 
forty-eight  hours'  steady  rain  is  wanted. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — A  few  trout  are  being 
taken  here  and  there  on  the  Devon  streams  which 
are  very  fine  and  still  await  the  spate.  At  Exmouth, 
fishing  from  the  pier,  Mr.  Mostyn  took  a  bass  30^  in. 
long  and  15Jin.  girth  and  weighing  10|lb.  South 
Molton  Town  Council  have  decided  to  issue  one 
shilUng  day  tickets  for  fly  fishing  on  their  reservoir 
until  the  end  of  October,  and  to  that  date  seswon. 
tickets  will  extend.— -De vonlan. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Trout  fishing  is  practically 
over.  With  the  river  dead  low  for  months,  it  has 
been  a  poor  season,  even  night  fishing  having  been 
worse  than  usual.  The  herling  have  now  come  to 
the  rescue,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made 
with  small  flies.  The  best  catch  I  have  heard 
of  was  that  of  Mr.  T.  G.  Bramwell  who  killed 
sixty-four  of  these  game  fish  in  the  Cargo  water  in 
about  three  hours,  but  I  have  my  doubts  as  to  their 
being  good  for  the  table.  With  the  cesspool-like 
state  of  the  river  below  the  sewage  outfall  fish 
taken  there  have  a  distinctly  muddy  flavour,  sug- 
gestive of  something  worse  than  mud  We  old 
residents  on  the  Eden  are  much  afraid  that  the 
grayling  are  going  to  take  possession ,  of  the 
famous  old  river.  Springing  from  half-a-dozen 
pairs  put  into  the  river  near  Appleby  many 
years  ago,  they  have  multiplied  greatly,  over 
2000  having  been  netted  by  the  bailiffs  in 
the  Appleby  district  during  the  last  few  years. 
But  until  quite  recently  they  have  not  put  in  an 
appearance  below  Armathwaite  Weir.  Now,  how- 
ever, they  are  strongly  in  evidence  about  VVetheral, 
for  the  bailiffs,  when  netting  chub,  generally  get  a 
few  grayling.  About  100  have  been  taken  out  in 
this  water  since  June  20.  It  is  not  a  nice  prospect 
for  a  good  trout  river. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — There  has,  during  the  past  few 
days,  been  an  almost  entire  absence  of  rain,  which 
previously  promised  to  terminate  the  protracted 
period  of  adverse  angling  conditions  in  this  district. 
In  consequence,  the  river  now  runs  in  indifferent 
trim,  and  though  a  few  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  week,  I  do  not  hear  of  any  remunerative 
results  having  accrued.  Sea  angling,  owing  largely 
to  the  prevalence  of  favourable  weather,  has  had 
numerous  votaries  during  the  past  week,  and 
several  parties  fishing  in  the  offing  have  experienced 
capital  sport.  From  the  piers  and  quays  excellent 
sport  is  being  secured  daUy,  the  best  results  being 
obtainable  during  early  morning  and  evening. — J 
Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Early  morning  and 
evening  fishing  for  trout  has  been  fairly  good,  but 
the  water  is  still  very  low.  An  angler,  fishing  near 
Bonhay  Weir,  had  a  fine  catch  recently,  landing 
two  good  trout,  forty-two  roach,  and  twenty  dace, 
all  sizeable  fish,  the  successful  bait  being  paste. 
Above  Topsham  up  to  Countess  Weir  Bridge  some 
hundreds  of  fine  roach  and  dace  were  seen  sporting 
when  making  a  journey  in  the  popular  steam 
latmches  frcjm  Exmouth  at  the  cheap  shilling  fare. 
Fishing  at  the  latter  place  has  been  excellent  lately. 
Last  week  Mr.  R.  Mostyn  caught  from  the  pier 
with  rod  and  fine  one  fine  bass,  weigliing  lOJlb.  It 
was  30;Jin.  long,  and  16^in.  girth.  Last  Saturday 
the  present  pier  champion  had  a  fine  41b.  river  eel. 
These  two  were  the  best  fish  captured  at  the  place 
named  this  season,  the  bait  used  in  each  case  being 
sand-eel.  In  the  boats  on  the  estuary  twenty -seven 
bass  were  taken  by  one  boat  (rod  and  line),  while 
the  muUet  in  the  dock  are  now  biting,  several  fish 
of  21b.  each  being  caught.  On  TuesdayTnoming 
the  first  catch  of  the  season  of  the  pier  mullet, 
wliich  are  large  ones,  was  secured,  fish  averaging 
l^lb.  each.  Prospects  now  good,  but  heat  intense. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Little,  if  any,  improve- 
ment in  sport  is  reported,  as  the  rivers  are  low,  stale, 
and  very  weedy,  and  heavy  rains  are  much  wanted. 
Occasionally  some  nice  roach  have  been  bsisketed, 
but  the  nights  have  been  too  cold  for  bream  to  feed. 
Roach  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  taken  at  Rye  House, 
and  several  anglers  have  met  with  91b.  and  lOlb. 
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baskets  of  these  fish  at  St.  Margaret's.  Some  tench 
have  been  caught  in  the  Broadwater  here.  Pike  are 
feeding,  and  a  number  have  been  landed,  but  their 
size  has  left  a  good  deal  to  be  desired.  Perch 
anglers  should  look  for  their  quarry  in  the  holes,  in 
the  weeds,  and  under  fairly  deep  banks. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Little  Onse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  fair 
condition  for  fishing.  The  water  is  rather  low 
owing  to  the  building  of  a  new  staunch.  There  has 
been  some  decent  bags  of  roach  and  dace,  also  some 
fine  chub  have  been  taken  with  the  fly.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport.  Boats,  baits,  etc., 
from  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

liUgg  »nd  Arrov  lIjaoialn*tor). — Both  streamB 
are  running  very  low  and  clear.  Rain  is  badly 
wanted.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  but 
the  takes  of  fish  were  not  heavy.  Some  nice  sized 
fish  have  been  taken  with  fly  and  wasp  grub. 
Grayling  are  well  on  the  feed.  Tlie  Pinsley  is  low 
and  clear. — Gwynne. 

None  (Feterborongli). — Anglers  are  still  having 
good  sport,  more  particulary  amongst  the  roach, 
several  of  the  catches  averaging  from  one  to  two 
stone,  nearly  all  being  caught  near  the  Town 
Bridge.  A  fine  bream,  weighing  51b.  12^oz.,  the 
largest  taken  this  season,  has  fallen  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Wright,  a  well-known  member  of  the  Peter- 
borough Angling  Association. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleish  Salterton). — The  past  few  days 
previous  to  present  date  of  reporting  (Aug.  16) 
have  been  very  hot,  and  with  the  river  in  a  very 
low  state,  fly-fishing  has  for  the  most  part  been 
confined  to  the  evenings.  Three  brace  of  good  fish 
— best  I  lb.  loz. — were  killed  between  7  and  8. 30  p.m. 
on  the  Rolle  water  near  Newton  Poppleford  on 
Aug.  14,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  river  similar  takes 
have  occurred.  Grey  mullet  have  been  seen  in 
shoals  below  South  Bridge  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  bass  have  been  very  plentiful  around 
the  rocks  at  Otteimouth,  but  few  only  of  the  latter 
have  been  taken ;  both  mullet  and  bass  are  very 
chary  of  taking  bait  on  this  part  of  the  coast.  On 
Aug.  18  a  tremendous  thunderstorm,  lasting  for 
several  hours,  visited  us.  The  river  is  in  spate 
to-day,  and  angling  prospects  are  greatly  improved. 
— Heron. 

Onse  (Qreat  Faxton). — The  fish  are  now  well 
on  the  feed.  Mr.  W.  Cooke,  Yarborough,  last  week 
caught  ten  golden  carp-bream,  one  very  pretty  fish 
weighing  41b.,  also  some  very  good  roach. — N. 
DcrcKER. 

Ouse  (Hol3rwell  Perry). — A  much  better  re- 
turn has  been  had  daring  this  week,  several  very 
nice  bags  having  been  secured,  both  of  roach,  rudd 
and  bream,  and  Mr.  Hinton  took  among  his  lot  a 
nice  leneh,  which  has  gone  up  to  Mr.  Little  to 
be  set  up.  The  weeds  are  making  a  move  now 
and  will  soon  be  all  shifted  away  as  we  have  had 
a  push  of  water  lately.  Bream  anglers  should 
avail  themselves  of  tho  chance  as  the  weather  is 
all  that  could  be  desired  and  the  fish  are  just 
beginning  to  feed  well. — A.  Soard. 

Onse  (Huntingdon). — Owing  to  the  continued 
dry  weather  sport  has  not  been  quite  so  good ; 
doubtless  a  heavy  rain  would  improve  matters. 
Still,  in  the  early  morning  bream  and  roach  are 
feeding  fairly  well.  A  nice  chub  of  over  41b.  was 
taken  on  Aug.  14;  a  few  tench  have  also  been 
caught.  The  majority  of  the  fish  captured  during 
the  week  have,  however,  run  very  small. — Chas.  A. 
Bryant. 

Flymontli. — -There  is  not  much  to  report.  Still 
the  same  cry— no  water.  A  few  trout  are  being 
caught  in  the  evenings,  but  not  in  large  numbers. 
Peal  are  still  affording  a  little  sport  on  the  Tavy, 
and  some  nice  ones  have  been  caught  during  the 
week,  chiefly  with  the  fly.  A  few  fish  have  been 
taken  on  the  Dart,  but  there  will  be  nothing  much 
done  until  we  get  a  good  flood. — William  Heard er. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Anglers  recently  have  had  a  much  better 
time  than  they  have  had  since  the  commencement 
of  the  trout  fishing  season,  as  the  heavy  rain  Ijst 
week  considerably  freshened  up  all  these  rivers, 
and  some  fine  trout  were  taken  from  the  Cam 
and  Tanat,  as  well  as  a  few  from  the  Vyrnwy. 
Anglers  for  coar.'e  fish  also  had  good  sport  as  long 
as  the  effects  of  the  rainfall  lasted,  but  more  rain  is 
badly  wanted  in  this  immediate  neighbourhood  a-! 
the  harvest  is  nearly  completed,  and  farmers  as  well 
as  anglers  would  be  devoutly  thankful  for  another 
good  soaking  of  rain,  but  at  the  time  of  writing — 
Wednesday  night — there  is  not  much  prospect  oi  it. 
■ — Vyknwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  CMcliester  Canal. — Rivers 
are,  as  a  rule,  too  bright  for  successful  sport,  and 
we  could  welcome  a  good  downpour.  The  record 
from  all  parts  Is  meagre.  Messrs.  B.  Bowman  and 
Scott  have  taken  a  few  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Cuckmere.  From  the  Ouse  in  the  upper  reaches 
Mr.  T.  Chessell  secured  a  nice  trout  of  close  upon 
I  lb.    A  few  roach  have  been  taken  from  the  Bar 


combe  and  Lewes  reaches,  but  nothing  over 
1  lb.  4oz.  has  been  notified.  The  Adur  has  yielded 
roach  and  dace,  Messrs.  A.  Snelgrove,  F.  King,  and 
C.  W.  Markwick  being  the  most  successful  anglers. 
The  weed  clearance  at  Chichester  Canal  has  not  been 
a  great  success.  For  the  first  few  weeks  sport  was 
excellent,  now  the  weed  on  the  far  side  and  the 
new  growth  on  the  tow-path  side  are  blocking  the 
channel,  and  boats  and  barges  find  a  difficulty  in 
forcing  their  way.  The  council  have  charged  boat 
owners  5s.  per  year  to  use  a  boat  on  the  water,  and 
I  think  are  bound  to  keep  a  waterway  for  the  boats. 
Angling  has  been  very  slack. — George.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — A  good  number  of  anglers 
outlof  late,  especially  in  the  evening  when  trout 
have  moved  best,  and  a  few  nice  fish  landed.  The 
flies  used  are  the  Red  Spinner,  Blue  Dun,  Gold- 
ribbed  Blue,  White- winged  (Coachman,  moths, 
Wickhara  and  Red  Tag.  Bottom  fishing  has  been 
best  with  wasp  grub.  On  Saturday  a  nice  dish  of 
tiout  and  grayling  was  landed  with  Blue  Dun  and 
Red  Tag.  On  Monday,  in  the  Burway  water,  Mrs. 
Mavrojani  landed  some  nice  trout  Jib.  each  with 
wasp  grub.  On  Tuesday  evening  some  fair  roach, 
dace,  and  chub  were  landed  with  wasp  grub. 
Fishing  on  Wednesday  sport  was  good  with  fly. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  LedwyChe  are  all  low 
and  clear,  and  some  nice  fish  taken  bottom  fishing 
this  week.— S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neiglibouring 
Rivers. — During  the  past  week  there  has  been  a 
slight  rise  in  both  the  North  and  South  Tyne,  con- 
sequently the  Tyne  expeiienced  a  slight  spate,  but 
soiry  to  say  not  enough  to  cau'-e  a  run  of  fish.  A  few 
sea-trout  have  made  a  little  headway  on  the 
Eltringham  water.  I  heard  of  one  angler  being 
broken  by  a  good  fish  ;  some  good  mixed  baskets  of 
dace  and  trout  have  fallen  to  the  rod  in  the  North 
Tyne,  all  fly,  the  same  on  the  Corbridge  water,  Mr. 
Foreman,  of  Newcastle,  killed  with  fly  a  fine  mixed 
basket  of  fifty-eight.  The  Wansbeck  is  low  and 
sport  is  only  slow,  a  few  trout  have  been  killed  with 
Bustard  at  night.  Sea-fishing  on  our  coast  is  still 
quite  lively  ;  Mr.  Horn,  fishing  from  Cullercoats  on 
Monday,  killed  fifteen  macke  el,  with  long  silver 
spinner  and  Murton's  Pearl  bait,  big  baskets  of 
whiting  and  haddocks  mixed  with  a  few  flatties. 
Be^t  bait :  sand  worm,  soft  crab  and  herring. — Hy. 

A.  MURTON- 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  again  in  a  very  low  con- 
dition, and  once  more  angling  is  completely  at  a 
standstill,  and  will  remain  so  until  there  is  a  good 
fresh.— T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon)  — Recent  takes  have 
included  bream  of  2^1b.,  jack,  and  roach,  one  of 
the  latter  weighing  1  lb.  2oz.,  a  decent  size  for  a 
pond  fish.    The  jack  are  moving  pretty  freely. — H. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Fishing  was  never  so  good 
he;e  as  it  is  proving  now.  Mr.  Starke  caught  a  fine 
carp  of  81b.  6oz.  on  a  No.  10  roach  hook  ;  Mr. 
Wilson  had  three  tench,  all  ove--  21b.  ;  Mr.  Mitchell, 
some  fine  bream  up  to  31b.;  Mr.  Greorge,  season- 
ticket  holder,  seven  nice  bream  on  Aug.  14.  In 
fact,  fishing  is  gjod  novi',  and  perch  fi-shing  will  be 
in  full  swing  when  we  get  the  first  frost.  Hee  advt. 
for  prices  in  this  paper. — A-  Newham. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  very  low  and  clear.  It  is  almost  useless 
to  fish  in  the  daytime  until  we  get  some  rain,  as 
the  water,  is  very  stale.  Those  gentlemen  who 
have  fished  have  returned  with  light  creels,  and 
almost  disheartened,  the  evening  being  the  best 
time  to  secure  a  fish  or  two ;  but  nothing 
worthy  of  note  has  come  to  hand,  only  a  few 
fish  have  been  rising,  and  the?e  have  been  mi:lging. 
I  hope  to  give  a  better  accoimt  when  we  have  had 
a  g  lod  downpour  of  rain.  The  prospect  is  not  very 
good.  The  foil  J  wing  flics  will  be  found  useful  when 
the  fish  are  inclined  to  rise — ^Ash  Dun,  Cooper's 
Fanc  y,  Little  Marrya^'t,  Throstle  Wing,  Red  Ant, 
Gjlden  Dun  Midge,  and  Cinnamsn  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Berwent,  Nidd,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  above  rivers  are  running 
clear  agAin  after  the  re?ent  freshets,  and  are  in  nice 
condition  for  angling,  but  with  so  many  sportsmen 
suffering  from  "  Grousomania  "  trout-fishing  is,  for 
the  nonce,  almost  entirely  neglected.  I  was  out  for 
a  few  hours  on  Aug.  14.  I  tried  thd  fly,  but  the 
fish  were  not  in  a  rising  humour,  and  this  I  found 
to  be  the  experience  of  other  anglers  I  met. 
However,  I  managed  to  get  seven  or  eight 
nice  trout  with  the  worm  fished  well  up  stream. 
I  hear  Mr.  W.  Metcalfe  has  had  g  )od  sport  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Wensley,  and  also  the 
Hon.  A.  G.  Orde-Powlett  in  the  Bolton  waters. 
A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  lower 
reaches  in  the  deeps,  but  bags  as  a  rule  have 
been  light.  In  the  districts  of  Masham,  Tanfield 
and  Ripon  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met 
with  amongst  the  trout,  grayling  and  dace. 
Very  Utile  has  been  done  below  this  district. 
The  Wharfe  is  again  low.  Sport  in  the  upper 
reaches  has  been  fair;  some  fine  baskets  of  trout 


have  been  got  with  the  worm  at  Grassington 
and  Bumsall.  One  angler  I  hear  got  about  201b.  of 
trout  with  the  worm  fished  well  up  stream.  Some 
very  nice  trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught  with 
the  fly  in  the  Bolton  Woods  water.  In  the  districts 
of  Addingham,  Ilkley,  and  Ben  Rhydding  some 
nice  sport  has  been  met  with.  Messrs.  Cracknell, 
Bazley,  Watson,  and  Dr.  Dennison  have  met  vnth 
fair  sport.  In  the  lower  reaches  at  Pool,  CoUing- 
ham,  and  Boston  Spa  sport  has  been  better.  On 
Saturday  last  Mr.  W.  Armitage  had  a  nice  catch  of 
mixed  fish.  On  Aug.  11  Mr.  W.  Hayes  landed  a 
nice  barbel,  weighing  just  over  51b.  Some  nice 
baskets  of  dace  have  been  caught  at  Tadcaster  and 
Ulleskelf.  Tfie  Nidd  is  in  fair  condition.  Some 
nice  baskets  have  been  got  at  Pateley  Bridge,  Dacre 
Banks,  and  Knaresborough.  Lower  down  some 
nice  sport  amongst  the  coarse  fish  has  been  met 
with.  Mr.  J.  Fenwick  got  about  61b.  of  nice  fish  on 
the  Harrogate  Angling  Club  water.  Best  flies  for 
the  present  are  Brown  Owl,  Orange  Dotterel, 
Poult  Bloa,  Stone  Midge  and  August  Dun.  The 
Derwent  is  in  nice  condition.  Some  nice  sport  has 
been  met  with  in  the  upper  reaches  in  tho  districts 
of  Schoolhouse  Hill,  Malton,  Castle  Howard,  and 
Stamford  Bridge.  York  Cocoa  Works  A.S.  held 
their  last  match  at  Wheldrake  on  Saturday 
last.  The  sport  on  the  whole  was  very  fair  ] 
considering  the  high  wind.  Mr.  F.  Metcalfe 
won  the  first  prize ;  second,  Mr.  S.  Smith ,  third. 
Mr.  J.  Simpson.  In  the  coming  international 
match,  which  is  to  be  fished  at  Henley-on-Thames, 
there  will  be  a  fair  number  of  anglers  from  Leeds 
competing,  including  Mr.  J.  Foxcroft,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers,  along 
with  about  half  a  dozen  anglers.  Rain  is  again 
wanted  to  freshen  up  the  rivers,  then  sport  should 
be  good.; — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). — Capt.  t 

Bussell,  fishing  Loch  na  Craig,  on  Aug.  9,  caught  ' 
six  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Messrs.  S.  Wood  and  C.  Nicol,  , 
seven,  5lb.,  on  Aug.  10,  six,  SJlb;,  and  on  Aug.  11,  ; 
seven,  5|lb.  On  Aug.  12,  Capt.  Bussell,  two,  2ilb.  ' 
On  Aug.  14,  Messrs.  Haggart  and  Wood,  eight  trout,  ■ 
81b.,  and  one  pike,  131b. ;  Major  Howard,  seven  * 
trout,  3ilb.  1 

Altnacealcfaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lair^,  1T.B.)< 
On  Aug.  5,  Mr.  Dale,  London,  on  Loch  Urigill,  had  1 
forty  trout,  IS^lb. ;  and  Mr.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Cama,  . 
one  and  a  half  dozen,  51b.  On  Aug.  7,  Messrs.  Dixon,  , 
on  Loch  Urigill,  landed  fifty  trout,  161b;  Professor 
and  Mrs.  Crossley,  on  same  looh,  three  and  a  half  i 
dozen,  111b.;  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch  Cama,  eleven 
trout,  4^1b. ;  Mr.  D.  Andjrson  and  Miss  Ander-  ; 
son,   nineteen,    71b.  ;   and  Messrs.    Durrant  and  ] 
Wood,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty-eight,  9Jlb.     On  ■ 
Aug.  8,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  Lii^erpool,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  eighteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Harry  Parker,  Liver- 
pool, on  Lojh  Urigill,  twenty-three,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Dale 
on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-two,  7lb. ;  Messrs.  Durrant 
and  Wood,  twenty-one,  71b.  ;  Professor  Crossley,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,   twenty-eight,   71b.  ;    and  Messrs. 
Dixon,  on  Loch  Cama,   twenty-seven,  71b.     On  j; 
Aug.  9,  Mr.  Harry  Parker,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  ten,  j 
91b. ;  Professor  and  Mrs.  Crossley,  on  Loch  Cama,  ': 
two,  2|lb. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  on  same  bch,  fourteen,  4lb.  ; 
Mr.  Dale,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-four,  61b. ;  and  I 
Messrs.  Durrant  and  Wood,  twenty-six,  6Jlb.    On  -j 
Aug.  10,  Messrs.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty,  i 
13Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Dale,  twenty-two,  7lb.  ;  Mr.  Parker,  on  \ 
Lojh  Boarlan,  fifteen,  51b.  ;  Professor  and  Mrs.  : 
Crossley,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty,  14lb. ;  and  Messrs.  t 
Durrant  and  Wood,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-nine,  ^ 
8lb.    The  prospects  of  sport  are  now  vary  promising  ] 
after  the  recent  rains. — B. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — With  the  recent  rains  ; 
angling  on  the  above  waters  has  much  improved,  j 
Fishing  on  the  Home  and  Falls  beats  of  the  Beauly 
from  their  headquarters  at  Beaufort  Castle  the  ■ 
Messrs.  Phipps  had  the  following  sport  during  the  ; 
week : — Aug.  7,  two  grilse  of  5^6.  and  61b. ;  Aug.  8, 
two  grilse  of  61b.  and  71b.  ;  Aug.  9,  three  grilse  of  i 
5ilb.,  61b.,  and  7lb.  ;  Aug.  10,  one  salmon  of  101b.  ;  ; 
Aug.  12,  three  grilse  of  61b.,  61b.,  and  6^1b.  On  the  I 
upper  reaches  of  the  river  there  is  an  abundance  of  < 
fish  in  the  pools,  Mr.  Henderson,  at  Braulen,  Mr.  1 
Barry,  at  Struy,  Mr.  Clarke,  at  Fasnakyle,  and  ! 
Lord  Fitzhardinge,  at  Eskadale,  all  being  successful,  .i 
In  the  tidal  waters  baskets  of  sea-trout  up  to  81b.  ■ 
were  creeled  by  anglers  from  Moniach  Castle  and  i 
Fairlie  Brae.  On  the  Conon  the  prospects  have  ^ 
improved  very  much,  and  in  all  nine  grilse  and  one  ' 
salmon  were  reported  brought  to  bfisket.  Captain  ) 
Combe,  at  Strath  Conon,  the  Messrs.  English,  at  ! 
Scatwell,  Mr.  Stirling,  at  Fairburn,  as  well  as  tho 
party  at  Craigdarroch  House  all  being  successful. 
Gairloch  Hotel. — Good  trout  angling  continues 
to  be  had  by  anglers  from  the  above  Ross-shire  ^ 
Hotel,  the  sport  being  as  follows: — Aug.  7,  Mr.  . 
John  J.  Watts  and  Mr.  Guy  Watts,  fishing  Loch  ^ 
Bhadacreamh,  landed  a  nice  creel  of  forty-one  ) 
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trout,  weighing  161b. ;  on  Aug.  8,  the  same  party, 
fishing  Loch  Tollie,  caught  fourteen  trout,  and  on 
Aug.  10,  at  Loch  Bhadacreamh,  they  landed  twelve 
trout.  On  Aug.  11,  Mr.  A.  C.  lonides.  Miss  lonides, 
Mr.  John  J.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Guy  Watts,  fishing 
Loch  Tollie  (two  rods),  caught  forty  trout,  weighing 
91b.  Lochs  Rosque,  Ach.\nalt,  Luichart,  and 
Gakve. — The  above  four  lochs  continue  to  give  fair 
sport  to  anglers  frequenting  them.  During  the 
past  week  parties  from  Sir  Arthur  Bignold's  house 
at  Lochrosque,  as 'well  as  from  the  neighbouring 
estate  of  Ledgown,  had  some  excellent  baskets  on 
Loclirosque,  the  heaviest  being  one  of  18lb.,  and 
the  hea\-iest  trout  51b.  On  Achanalt,  Messrs. 
Beaufort  and  Sommerville  had  baskets  up  to  11  lb., 
as  well  as  some  very  nice  trout  on  the  Bran. 
Anglers  from  Strathpeffer  and  the  Garve  Hotel 
had  the  best  baskets  of  the  season  on  Garve  and 
Loch  Luichart.  Although  much  bothered  by  large 
pike  nice  baskets  of  brown  trout  were  brought  in 
daily.  The  best  basket  recorded  was  one  of  161b., 
and  the  hea\'iest  fish  a  beautifully  shaped  one  of 
51b.  6oz.  Other  creels  ranged  from  61b.  up  to  121b. 
The  Glass  River  and  Lochs  Moillib  and  Monar. 
— Anglers  from  Cannich  Hotel  had  good  sport  on 
the  Glass  and  the  lochs  around  during  the  week, 
baskets  of  from  4lb.  to  131b.  of  trout  being  creeled 
daily,  while  on  Loch  MoilUe  anglers  out  from 
Braulen  House  are  having  good  sport.  On  Loch 
Monar  parties  from  Patt  and  Monar  Lodges  are 
being  amply  rewarded.  The  west  end  of  the  loch 
is  fishing  particularly  well,  and  yielding  baskets 
up  to  201b.  The  best  trout  was  one  of  3Jlb. 
Cozac  Lochs. — The  lochs  on  Cozac  Forest,  leased 
by  Mr.  Bradley,  Firth,  were  never  better  stocked. 
Though  not  exceptionally  large  the  trout  are 
beautifully  flavoured  and  coloured,  and  run  from 
8oz.  up  to  2ilb.  The  best  basket  so  far  was  one  of 
1 1  lb.  8oz.  Loch  Maree. — On  Aug.  12,  fishing  Loch 
Maree  from  Mr.  MacalUster's  hotel,  Mr.  Turnbull 
had  four  sea-trout  of  21b.  ;  Mr.  Kemp  Welch,  six, 
weighing  5lb. ;  Mr.  Leake,  six  of  31b.  ;  Mr.  English, 
six  of  4lb. ;  and  Mr.  Underbill,  two  of  121b. — A.  Ross. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Fi=hing  in  the  Lang- 
holm water  one  angler  creeled  over  a  dozea  herling 
at  a  night's  fishing.  In  tlie  lower  reaches  of  the 
Esk  one  angler  creeled  over  sixty  herling  and  some 
burn-trout.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  T. 
Bell  had  four  sea-trout  and  Mr.  Walter  Wilson  three  ; 
Mr.  Archibald  Thompson  had  five  Sia-trout  and  a 
dozen  yellow  trout.  Fishing  in  the  Esk,  Mr.  W. 
Ross  had  six  sea-trout  and  some  herling  which  are 
running  freely.  In  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  Mr. 
Dawson  caught  four  sea-trout  in  Langholm  water, 
and  his  friends  creeled  four  dozen  yellow  trout, 
in  Tarras,  Wauchope,  and  Ewes  waters.  The  list  of 
catches  on  Border  Esk  and  Liddle  is  as  follows : — 
Mr.  Reginald  Steel,  seven  sea-trout;  Dr.  Anderson, 
four  sea-trout  and  a  creelful  of  herling  ;  Mr.  James 
Scott  creeled  a  dozen  in  the  Hush  pool ;  Mr.  R. 
Nelson  had  fourteen  in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  Tom 
Steel  had  forty-seven  herling  ;  and  at  night  fishing 
Messrs.  John  Young,  Wm.  Murray,  and  Walter 
Murray  have  had  creelfuh  of  sea-trout  and  herling. 
In  the  lower  reaches  below  Longtown  Bridge  Mr. 
Foster  had  three  sea-trout  and  ten  herling.  In  the 
Liddle  Mr.  W.  A.  Hardie  had  a  dozen  burn-trout 
and  twenty-five  herling.  Mr.  W.  Graham  had  four 
sea-trout  and  a  creelful  of  herling  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Eaatar  Sobb.  Ardgav,  N.B.). — Only 
two  fish  caught  since  middle  of  June,  one  by  Mr, 
Littlejohn,  of  Invercharron,  and  one  by  Mr.  J. 
Dyson  Perrins,  of  Ardross  Castle,  on  Glencalvie 
waters.  The  net  fishings  at  the  estuary  are  now 
falling  off  in  productiveness.  On  Mr.  Anderson's 
Invercharron  fishings  there  was  a  dec-rease  of  about 
one-third  a.s  compared  with  the  previous  week, 
while  the  Balnagown  fishings  on  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  yielded  scarcely  one  half;  but  Mr. 
Carnegie'.s  Skibo  nettings  at  the  head  of  the 
Dornoch  Firth  were  up  to  the  usual.  From  all  the 
fishings  combined  it  is  estimated  that  not  more 
than  9cwt.  of  salmon  and  grilse  were  consigned  to 
Billingsgate  in  the  course  of  the  week. — B. 

Sarness. — Fishing  from  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on 
Aug.  11,  Drs.  Hunter  and  Middleton,  on  Loch  Sean, 
four  trout,  101b.  (heaviest,  41b.).  On  Aug.  14,  Drs. 
Hunter  and  Middleton,  on  Loch  Croasphuill,  one, 
31b.  ;  Messrs.  Machan  and  Air,  on  Loch  Sean,  one, 
41b.  ;  Col.  Butler,  on  Loch  Cealladail,  one,  3|lb. ; 
Dr.  and  ^Irs.  rergu.son,  on  Kyle  of  Durness,  six, 
91b.  (heaviest,  31b.);  Rev.  Brook  Deed es,  six,  91b; 
(heaviest,  21b.) ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Davies,  ten,  81b. 
(heaviest,  1  lb.) ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trickett,  seven,  6Jlb. 
— J.  K.  Morrison. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (Sonth 
Harris). — The  total  catch  from  Aug.  7  to  Aug.  12 
is  as  follows  • — Radel — six  salmon  weighing  391b  2oz. 
(heaviest  81b.),  and  1 12  sea-trout  weighing  761b.  4oz. 
(heaviest  7|lb.) ;  Finabay — 143  sea-trout  weighing 
821b.  2oz.  (heaviest  21b.  4o'/,).  Anglers  from  Rodel 
on  Auguat  14  had  one  salmon  weighing  61b.  12oz. 
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and  seventeen  sea- trout  weighino;  111b.  (heaviest 
21b.  8oz.),  and  on  August  15  twenty-one  sea  trout 
weighing  171b.  12oz  (heaviest  31b.  12oz). — G.  D. 
Stirling. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters.  —  On  Aug.  18,  Captain 
Liardet,  Liverpool,  on  Shinness,  one  and  half  dozen 
trout,  epb.  ;  and  Mr.  E.  S.  Woodward,  on  Loch 
Crackaill,  nine  trout,  41b.  On  the  11th,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Delgarno,  Aberdeen,  on  Loch  Shin,  fifteen  trout, 
4^1b.;  and  Capt.  Liardet,  eight  trout,  41b.  On  the 
li!th,  Messrs.  Dalgarno  and  Woodward,  on  Loch 
Crackaill,  eight  trout,  41b.  On  the  14th,  Capt. 
Liardet,  on  Loch  Shin,  six  trout,  3lb.;  and  Mr.  E.  S. 
Woodward,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Crackaill,  six  trout, 
31b.— B. 

Iioctalnver  CCnlag  Hotel). — On  Aug.  7,  Mr. 
Renwick,  one  salmon,  18ilb.  ;  Mr.  Collins,  two  sea^ 
trout,  lib.;  Dr.  Archdall,  nine  trout,  3^1b.  ;  Mr. 
Makins,  one  sea-trout,  2|lb.  On  Aug.  8,  Mr.  Ren- 
wick, one  salmon,  121b.  ;  Dr.  Archdall,  one,  161b. 
On  Aug.  9,  Count  de  Malmont,  one,  7:Jlb.  ;  Dr. 
Archdall,  one,  7lb.  ;  Mr.  Birch,  six  trout.  On 
Aug.  10,  Mr.  Renwick,  one  sea-trout,  1  lb. ;  Mr. 
Collins,  one  trout,  l^lb.  On  Aug.  11,  Mr.  Renwick, 
twenty-one,  71b.  ;  Dr.  Archdall,  eighteen,  5Jlb. 
On  Aug.  12,  Mr.  Renwick,  one  salmon,  12^1b.  ;  Mr. 
lonides,  one  salmon,  18Jlb.,  and  three  sea-trout, 
i^lh.  ;  Mr.  Collins,  one  grilse,  41b.  Plenty  of  water 
now. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross). — There  has  been  a  slight 
falling  off  in  sport  during  the  past  two  days  owing 
to  the  weather  becoming  less  favourable,  from 
strong,  light,  and  boisterous  winds.  Creels,  how- 
ever, continue  to  be  well  filled  with  fish,  mostly 
got  with  fly.  Messrs.  Bowhill,  Hunter,  and  McLean, 
Edinburgh,  had  twenty-six  trout,  211b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Knox,  Cambus,  fifteen  trout,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Leslie 
and  Mr.  Jas.  Malloch,  Perth,  fifteen  trout,  141b. ; 
Mr.  Harvey,  Alloa,  and  Mr.  Yuill,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
seventeen,  111b.  8oz. ;  Messrs.  Cooke,  Colchester, 
twenty-three,  201b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  Calcutta  (three 
days),  sixty-two  trout,  551b.  8oz.  His  best  day's 
catch  was  thirty-seven  trout,  321b. ;  Mr.  McDonald, 
Alloa,  thirteen  trout,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Dick, 
Dunfermline,  seventeen  trout,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Chas. 
Sutton,  Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pearson,  London,  sixteen  trout,  151b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
McDougall,  Glasgow,  sixteen  t'-out,  131b. :  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  Perth,  sixteen  trout,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Rushworth 
and  Mr.  Riley,  Colne  (in  2|  days),  thirty-nine  trout, 
291b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Martyn,  Kinnaird,  iSfteen  trout, 
11  lb.  80Z.  Messrs.  Tanqueray, Edinburgh,  in  ten  days 
fishing  with  fly  creeled  131  trout.  111  lb.  Mr.  Chas. 
Sutton,  Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout,  141b.  Angling 
clubs  had  sport  as  follows  : — Dundee  Westend  Club 
(twelve  rods),  thirty-eight  trout,  421b.  First,  Canon 
Holder,  seven  trout,  l^lb.  60 z. ;  heaviest,  21b.  14oz. 
Pollokshields  Club,  first,  Mr.  A.  M.  Stevenson,  five 
trout,  61b.  Clydesdale  Club  (four  rods),  twenty  trout, 
illb.  13oz.  First,  Mr.  C.  Marchant,  nine  trout, 
101b.  8oz.  Six  members  of  the  Wellshot  Club  had 
twenty-nine  trout,  231b.  7oz.  Fir.st,  Mr.  J.  Carse- 
well,  eleven  trout,  91b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Sinclair  was  first 
at  the  Kelty  and  Blairadam  Club  competition  with 
nine  trout,  7lb.  lOoz.  The  first  prize  at  the 
Uddingston  Waltonian  Club  competition  was  six 
trout,  81b.  12oz.  Mr.  B.  Dunsmore  secured  first 
prize  at  the  Perthshire  Club  competition  with  seven 
trout,  71b.  80Z.  Six  members  of  the  Edinburgh  St. 
Andrew  Club  had  twenty-nine  trout,  251b.  2oz. 
First,  Mr.  W.  Dewar,  nine  trout,  51b.  14oz.  Tlie 
heaviest  trout  captured  during  the  week  weighed 
31b.  80Z. — RoBT.  B.  Laing. 

Iioch  Rannoch  (Iioch  Rannoch  Hotel). — Out 
fishing  from  the  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel  on  Aug.  11, 
the  Misses  Beveridge,  of  Edinburgh,  had  one  of 
the  best  baskets  of  the  season,  fifteen  trout  weigh- 
ing 121b.,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walton  and  Mr.  Herbert, 
of  Tonbridge,  had  fourteen  trout.  On  Aug.  14, 
Messrs.  Walton  and  Herbert  had  fourteen  trout, 
and  Mr.  Shepherd,  of  Burntisland,  five  trout. 


Lyon  (Fortiugall  Hotel). — On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  J. 

Sherwood,  Birkenhead,  had  a  salmon  of  9lb.  On 
Aug.  7,  Mr.  W.  Blanchard,  two  salmon,  151b.  and 
121b. — R.  Stewart. 

Ifortli  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Sportsmen  have 
been  too  intent  on  the  moorrf  to  pay  much  heed  to 
the  rivers.  This  and  the  diurnal  thunderstorms 
and  unsteady  waters  have  not  l>een  conducive  to 
anything  like  good  sport.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
has  arrived  at  Balmoral.  She  will  fish  Loch  Muick 
and  the  other  favourite  lochs  on  the  royal  estates 
along  with  'the  Princess  Victoria  during  her  stay. 
The  lochs  are  well  stocked  with  trout,  and  last  year 
yielded  Her  Majesty  some  very  good  sport.  Her 
Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  enjoying  the 
salmon  season  on  the  Mar  Lodge  waters,  and  not 
a  day  passes  without  some  success  being  recorded. 
An  occasional  red  fish  is  being  grassed  in  the  upper 
Dee  waters  at  Braemar,  Balmoral,  and  Ballater, 
but  very  little  elsewhere.  On  the  Park  water,  Mr. 
Reviere,  keeper,  creeled  one  of  71b.  on  Aug.  10,  and 
one  or  two  grilse  have  been  got  about  Banchory, 
but  there  are  very  few  fresh-run  fish,  either  salmon 
or  grilse,  in  the  river.  On  the  Dye  last  week,  ilr. 
Donaldson,  Aberdeen,  and  a  friend  killed  12Ib.  of 
trout  on  Aug.  10  and  11  lb.  on  the  next  day  on  Sir 
John  Gladstone's  water,  including  a  few  sea-trout. 
On  the  tidal  reaches  splendid  finnock  soort  is  being 
got.  Captain  Mackay  had  seventeen  fish  one  day 
and  twenty-two  another,  while  Mr.  John  Harper, 
jun.,  Duthie  Park,  creeled  twenty-.=even  on  Aug.  12 
and  forty  on  Monday,  all  averaging  |lb.  On  the 
coast  the  nets  are  doing  fairly  well.  The  seeison 
closes  on  Aug.  26.  Don. — On  the  Grandholm 
water  a  good  few  fish  have  been  killed  to  the  net, 
but  none  to  the  rod.  Trouters,  however,  have  had 
esoecial  luck  on  several  days  last  week.  On  the 
Kintore,  Pitmedden,  and  such  Uke  reaches  .splendid 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  were  creeled,  among  others 
by  Messrs.  James  Davidson,  Fife,  Wm.  Slackay, 
Aberdeen,  G.  M.  Mackay,  Aberdeen,  A.  Millar, 
and  others.  Mr.  James  Symon  has  been  specially 
successful  on  the  Parkhill  water. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  'Lairg,  N  B.). — On 
7th  inst.  Mr.  MacCuUoch,  London,  on  Lower  Flag, 
twelve  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malcolm,  Lass- 
wade,  on  Upper  Fiag,  sixteen  trout,  7lb.,  besides  a 
ferox  of  51b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewes,  Carmarthenshire, 
on  same  beat  had  three  sea-trout,  3Jlb.  On  8th 
Mr.  MacCulloch,  on  Mi  l  Sliin,  two  and  a-half  dozen 
trout,  101b;  Mr.  Malcolm  and  Miss  Pye,  Lasswade, 
on  Top  Shin,  thirteen  trout,  bjlb. ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lewes,  on  Upper  Fiag,  ten  trout,  4^1  b.  On 
9th  Mr.  MacCulloch,  on  Upper  Fiag,  seventeea 
trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Maholm  and  Miss  Pye,  on  Mid 
Shin,  fourteen,  71b. ;  M*-.  and  Mrs.  Lewes,  on  Top 
Shin,  six,  31b.  ;  and  Mr.  Adam,  Forfarshire,  five 
sea-trout,  4  Jib.  On  10th  good  sport;  best  beisket 
by  Mr.  Adam,  one  brown  trout,  5Jlb.,  and  twenty- 
one  sea-trout,  23Jlb.  Best  on  11th,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewes,  eleven  sea-trout,  121b.  On  Mondoay,  this 
week,  Messrs.  Malcolm  and  MacCuUoch,  thirteen 
.'iea-trout,  151b. ;  and  Miss  H.  Pye,  twelve  trout, 
101b.— B. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.). — 

On  Aug.  5,  Ven.  Archdeacon  Deedes,  Yorks,  on 
Loch  An-Uidhe,  one  trout,  IJlb.;  Mr.  Poison, Liver- 
pool, on  Loch  Lag  Ard,  four  trout,  3^1b.;  Mr.  Little, 
Kenley,  Surrey,  on  Loch  Eileanach,  ten  trout,  11  lb.; 
and  Mr.  Alexander,  Yorks,  ten  trout,  11  lb.  On  the 
7th,  Mr.  Fellowes,  Norfolk,  on  Loch  Eilsanach, 
four  trout,  4^1b.;  Mr.  Brooksbank,  Yorks.  two 
trout,  2|lb.,  besides  a  char  of  ilh.;  Mr.  Little,  on 
Loch  An-Uidhe,  four  trout,  Pjlb.;  and  Mr.  Poison, 
on  Low  Chain,  three  trout,  2 Jib.  On  the  10th,  Mr. 
Brooksbank  had  four  trout,  4 Jib.;  Mr.  Clay,  Yorks, 
twenty-one  trout,  4 Jib.;  Mr.  Little,  twenty,  51b.; 
and  Mr.  Poison,  five  sea-trout,  41b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Tlie  rivers  in  the  Solway 
district  have  undergone  no  change  since  last  week's 
report  except  that  they  are  lower  by  several  inches. 
Day  angling  for  the  herling,  which  are  plentiful  in 
all  the  streams,  continues  to  be  disappointing,  but 
after  dark  fishing  shows  some  improvement  despite 
the  full  moonlight  since  Monday  night,  which  has 
not  been  so  favourable.  The  following  are  the  reports 
from  the  different  rivers  :  The  Ann.4n. — Fishing  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Annan  on  FriJay  night  Mr.  T. 
Shortridge  Tweedie  caught  thirteen  he-ling  and  one 
sea-trout  with  Turkey  by  in  the  Spittiland  Battery 
pool  and  on  the  previ  lus  evening  he  had  also  a 
good  basket.  Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie  caught  four 
herling  on  Satu-day  night  below  the  Howes 
pool,  with  fly.  On  Monday  night  he  had  eigit 
herling  in  the  same  water,  and  a  similar  bag 
on  Tuesday  night  in  the  Spittal  flat  water.  Captain 
Ewart  had  a  brace  or  two  on  Fridaj'  night,  as  also 
on  Monday  night,  below  Violetbank,  and  he  had 
several  on  Tuesday  night.  Dr.  Barry  landed  eight 
herling  on  Saturday  evening  with  fly  in  the  Howes 
pool  and  Spittal,  and  0.1  Tuesday  night  he  took  a 
small  sea  trout  and  two  or  three  he.ling.  Captaia 
Tweedie  had  four  healing  on  Monday  night  neac 
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to  the  Moat  above  tlie  Battery  pool,  and  on  Satur- 
day night  he  had  a  brace.  Mr.  James  Bell  landed 
one  sea-trout  and  thirteen  herling  in  ,  the 
portion  between  the  Howes  pool  and  the 
Battery,  and  he  had  a  smaller  basket  in  the  same 
water  on  Tuesday  (Aug.  15)  evening  with  a  night 
fly.  Mr.  WiUie  Johnstone  had.  five  herling  on 
Monday  (Aug.  14)  night,  but  on  the'previous  Friday 
night  he  had  some  fifteen  herling  in  the  Howes 
pool  with  Turkey-fly,  and  woodcock  and  corncrake. 
Mr.  J.  Johnstone  landed  four  on  Friday  (Aug.  11) 
night,  and  three  or  four  on  Monday  (Aug.  14)  night 
in  the  Fish-House  water  balow  Galabank.  Mr. 
Frank  Anderson  had  a  good  basket  of  herling 
and  one  sea  -  trout  in  the  Howes  Pool  on 
Friday  night,  and  on  Monday  evening  he  hal 
four  or  five  above  Violetbank  stream  with 
brown  turkey  and  white  tip  fly.  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson 
landed  about  eighteen  on  Monday  night  in 
the  Howes  pool,  though  he  had  a  still  larger  basket 
on  Tuesday  night.  Last  week-end  he  had  from  six 
to  a  dozen  herling  each  night.  Mr.  James  Dixon 
had  ten  herUng  on  Saturday  night,  and  on  the 
previous  evening  he  landed  twelve  herling  at  the 
Howes  Pool  Lonan-foot.  On  Monday  evening  he 
had  three  or  four.  Mr.  James  Loudon  took  six 
herling  on  Friday  evening,  three  of  which  ha  landed 
in  the  Battery  pool  and  three  in  the  Howes  pool. 


On  Saturday  night  he  had  a  similar  basket.  On 
Monday  he  caught  four  herling  and  a  few  on 
Tuesday  night.  Mr.  Carrick,  fishing  the  Warmijnbie 
stream,  had  three  herling  on  Tuesday  evening. 
Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  seveial  hoiltng  in  Northfield 
stream.  »Mr.  John  Murray  caught  two  sea-trout  and 
one  herling  in  Northfield  stream  on  Tuesday  night. 
Mr.  Beattie  took  six  on  Saturday  evening  below 
the  cauld  'and  Mr.  W.  S^ott  landed  six  or 
seven  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  Robt.  Graham 
had  a  .few  herling  on  Siturday  as  also  on 
Monday  night  in  the  Brewer's  pool.  Mr.  W. 
Wright  took  seven  herling  on  Monday  night  at  the 
higher  end  of  the  Spittal  pool ;  Mr.  Robert3on,  a 
visitor,  had  two  or  three  hei  lin-?  with  the  night  fly. 
Mr.  W.  Ogilvie  has  had  several  fair  catches  and  a 
number  of  others  in  the  lower  tidal  reaches  have 
had  from  two  to  six  herhng  per  night.  All  these 
catches  have  been  made  with  the  night  fly  only.  It 
lias  been  difficult  to  secure  a  couple  of  brace  with 
the  day  fly  although  several  anglers  had  up  to  five 
on  Saturday  afternoon  with  fly  while  a  breeze  was 
on  the  pools.  Fishing  in  the  Mount  Annan  water 
on  Saturday  afternoon  a  fair  basket  of  herling  was 
had  by  Mr.  James  Alexander  who  took  between  the 
hours  of  4  imd  6  p.m.,  with  small  fly,  thirteen 
herling.  In  the  samo  water,  Mr.  W.  Marshall 
had  one  sea-trout  and  several  herling  with  fly  after 


dark.  Mr.  J.  Marshall  landed  five  herling,  and'iMr. 
D.  Beatlie  took  the  same  number.  Mr.  A.  McLean, 
Brydekirk,  caught  four  herling  with  night  fly,  while 
several  other  rods  had  from  one  to  two  herling  each 
on  Saturday  evening  last.  En  the  Northfield  water 
Mr.  Mason  Scott  has  had  several  nice  baskets  of 
herling  on  his  private  reach  above  Northfield  House 
with  the  fly,  and  in  the  Warmanbie  stream 
Mr.  McGiverin  caught  two  sea-trout  on  Monday 
night.  Mr.  C.  Robertson  and  Mr.  J.  Graham  have  also 
had  from  two  to  six  herling  par  night  on  this  water 
In  the  Murraythwaite  water  several  anglers  have 
had  some  sea-trout  and  herling.  Mr.  MacDonald, 
solicitor,  Annan,  had  one  or  two  sea-trout,  beside  j 
four  hsrling  and  a  number  of  yellow  trout  in  this 
water  on  Monday,  and  local  rods  have  had  from  a 
brace  to  six  or  seven  herling  par  night,  besides  odd 
sea-trout  up  to  about  21b.  each  in  the  portion 
below  Murraythwaite  cauld  and  in  streams  near 
the  mill.  The  yellow  trout  have  not  been  rising  I 
so  freely,  though  half  a  dozen  have  frequently  j 
been  caught  at  a  fishing  after  dark  with  fly.  In 
the  Castlemilk  section,  odd  sea-trout  and  catches 
up  to  six  and  eight  hurling  have  been  reported  per 
night.  DtrMFBiES  NtTH. — In  the  upper  waters 
some  good  baskets  of  sea-trout,  herlins;,  and  yellow 
trout  haye  been  obtained  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
Association's  waters  below  Thornhill.    Near  Holy- 
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wood  two  or  three  sea-trout  and  small  catches  of 
herlmg  have  been  taken  at  night  with  the  fly. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — Sport  on  the  rivers  of 
the  Stewartry  of  Galloway  have  shown  a  slight 
improvement  during  the  past  week  with  night 
fly.  Rivers  all  stand  in  need  of  a  good  flood,  when 
sport  will  improve.  Few  salmon  are  running  to  the 
rivers  and  they  are  not  doing  much  in  the  netting 
in  the  firth  this  week.  The  Ayrshire  Lochs  and 
Rivers. — On  Loch  Doon,  near  Dalmellington, 
yellow  trout  have  not  been  rising  so  freely  of  late 
and  the  catches  have  been  smaller.  Little  is  doing 
on  the  rivers  as  floods  are  wanted  before  there  is 
any  improvemeut  possible.  On  Loch  Winnoch  of 
North  Ayrshire  border  on  the  6th  Mr.  McDonnall 
caught  a  brace  of  yellow  trout  which  weighed 
21b.  loz.  On  Aug.  8  Br.  Dougall,  Pollokshields, 
had  one  of  lib.  2oz.,  and  on  Aug.  II  Mr.  Bowie 
took  a  brace  weighing  21b.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  J.  G. 
Deans  one  of  I3oz.  ;  Mr.  Hunter,  St.  Brydes,  one  of 
12oz.  There  is  no  sign  of  a  change  to  rain  at  the 
time  of  writing. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberloiir). — During  the  past  week  the 
river  has  run  pretty  high,  and  it  is  now  in  good 
trim  for  fish  miming,  consequently  sportsmen  are 
in  hopes  of  good  sport  during  the  month  if  the 
weather  keeps  more  settled.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water  a  salmon  of  141b.  was  landed  on 
Aug.  10  by  Mr.  RiddeU,  keeper  to'  General  Sir 
Peter  Lumsden,  of  Buchromb,  while  a  salmon  of 
161b.  was  killed  on  Aug.  11  by  Mr.  John  McKenzie, 
aixd  a  grilse  of  4^lh.  on  Aug.  12  by  Mr.  James 
Brown,  both  fishing  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Fimdlay,  of 
Aberlour. — Js.  L. 

Tay. — The  autumn  rod  fishing  on  the  Tay  has 
opened  this  year  under  very  favourable  conditions. 
After  about  eight  weeks  of  drought  heavy  rain  fell 
<;hroughout  the  first  week  of  this  month,  bringing 
down  the  river  in  heavy  flood,  and  on  August  5  there 
was  a  six  feet  spate  which  enabled  large  nimabers  of 
fish  lying  ia  the  estuary  to  ascend  the  river.  Since 
the  beginning  of  last  week  the  pools  in  the  lower 
and  middle  reaches  have  simply  been  alive  with 
fish,  and  good  sport  has  been  obtained.  Grilse  are 
more  plentiful  this  yeai  than  they  have  been  for 
many  years.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes 
during  the  past  ten  days: — Upper  Stobhall. — 
Fishing  this  beat  on  Aug.  10,  Mr.  Wm.  Coats  and 
Major  Chichester  had  one  salmon  of  151b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  81b.  ;  on  Aug.  12,  one  grilse  91b.  ; 
and  on  Aug.  15,  Major  Chichester  one  fish  of  201b. 
Lower  Stobhall. — On  Aug.  II,  Mr.  Wm.  Coats 
and  Major  Chichester  had  three  fish  of  201b.,  201b. 
and  I91b.,  and  three  grilse  of  91b.,  81b.  and  61b.,  and 
on  Aug.  14,  Major  Chichester  one  fish  of  I51b. 
WiLLES  SroNE. — ^Mr.  Arthur  Wardle,  on  Aug.  8, 
had  one  salmon  of  251b.,  one  grilse  of  71b.  and  two 
sea -trout,  and  on  Aug.  10,  one  grilse.  Bubn- 
mouth. — Mr.  Wardle  killed  one  .salmon  of  161b.  and 
a  grilse  of  8^1b.,  on  Aug.  9.  Upper  Stanley. — Mr. 
Melrose  had  two  grilse  of  6Jlb.  and  71b.  on  Aug.  7  ; 
Mrs.  Melrose  killed  one  salmon  of  I71b.,  and 
two  grilse,  71b.  each,  on  Aug.  9,  and  one  fish  of 
171b.  and  a  grilse  of  91b.  on  Aug.  II.  Lower 
Stanley. — Mr.  R.  F.  Dunnell  landed  one  fish  of 
171b.  on  Aug.  8,  and  a  grilse  of  91b.  on  Aug.  15. 
Catholes. — Mr.  Wm.  Black  killed  one  grilse  of  71b. 
on  Aug.  8,  and  one  fish  of  141b.  on  Aug.  12.  Mr. 
Wm.  Black,  jun.,  one  grilse  of  8^1b.  on  Aug.  12, 
and  Mr.  Davenport  one  of  l^lb.  on  Aug.  15.  Ben- 
chill. — Mr.  Davenport  had  one  grilse  of  7Jlb.  on 
Aug.  2;  Mr.  Wm.  Black,  three  grilse,  91b., 
71b.,  and  71b.,  on  Aug.  7,  and  one  of 
■5Jlb,  on  Aug.  14.  Upper  Redgorton. — Mr. 
White  killed  one  salmon  of  181b. ;  Captain  Taylor, 
one  grilse,  7Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Taylor,  one  grilse,  71b.  ;  and 
Miss  Corrie,  olb.,  on  Aug.  8 ;  and  Mr.  Guy,  one 
fish  of  161b.  on  Aug.  15.  Lower  Redgorton 
AND  Bertha. — Mr^.  Gray  killed  three  grilse  of  7lb. 
each  on  Aug.  9.  Delvine. — Mr.  J.  A.  Shepherd 
landed  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  101b.  ;  Mr.  Inverarity, 
three  grilse  of  81b.  each  on  Aug.  9  ;  on  Aug.  10,  the 
same  gentlemen  had  each  a  grilse  of  8lb.  and  9lb.  ; 
on  Aug.  11,  Mr.  Inverarity  killed  a  fish  of  151b.; 
and  on  Aug.  12,  a  grilse  of  9lb.  Murthly  Castle 
Water. — Mr.  W.  A.  Rae  had  one  fish  of  151b.,  and 
Mr.  S.  Muir  Ferguson  one  of  18lb.  on  Aug.  8;  on 
Aug.  9,  Mr.  Ferguson  had  a  grilse  of  91b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

BaUynaliincli  Fisliery  (Oalway).  —  Bright 
weather  with  we.sterly  winds  and  no  rain  has  pre- 
vailed last  week.  During  week  Mr.  James  Willcox 
secured  six  salmon  and  100  sea  trout ;  Mr.  Weigall, 
five  sea  trout ;  Mrs.  Berridge,  2  ;  Mr.  Berridge,  22  ; 
Mr.  Pearson,  23  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Smyth-Pigott,  57 ;  Mr. 
W.  Wickham,  48 :  Dr.  Fenton,  184;  Mr.  Graham, 
82  ;  Mr.  John  Foster,  71 ;  Mr.  P.  Birch,  77  ;  Mr.  F. 
Foster,  30.— J.  M.  Graham. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — The  bright  sunshine  that  pre- 
vailed during  the  wo^k  rose  the  temperature  of  the 
surface  water  of  Lough  Neagh  and  the  lower  Bann, 
and  in  conse'iuen  e  salm  m  h  ive  gathered  on  the 


beds  of  the  deep  pool,  from  which  they  will  not 
come  to  the  fly,  yet  it  accounted  for  six  of  the 
eleven  caught.  The  run  of  grilse  and  summer 
salmon  has  ceased  coming  in  from  the  sea,  and  the 
water  is  too  low  and  clear  for  those  that  are  in  the 
river  to  ascend  the  weirs.  No  flax  water  haj  yet 
reached  any  of  the  sections  of  the  main  stream 
from  the  side  tributaries  between  Toome  and  the 
brackish  water.  Colonel  Bruce  caught  two  salmon, 
101b.  and  121b.  ;  Mrs.  Bruce,  one,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  B. 
Meenan,  one,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  S.  Frazor,  five,  16|lb., 
131b.,  9Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  and  6Jlb.,  at  Caronroe.  Mr. 
BoOeau,  one  salmon,  7 Jib.,  and  one  grilse,  41b.  ;  and 
Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland  one  pike,  21  lb.,  at 
Kilrea. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  Dlstriot. — Another  spell  of  dry 
weather  has  reduced  the  rivers  to  small  volume. 
This  is  rather  unfortunate,  as  a  good  deal  of  the 
poisonous  flaxwater  is  yet  in  the  dams  near  many 
of  the  trout  streams.  Angling  on  the  Woodburn 
waters  improved  a  little  lately.  Mr.  Kilpatrick  had 
thirteen  trout  one  day  last  week,  and  nine  another 
day,  and  Mr.  J.  Wright  had  twj  or  three  good 
catches  on  the  Upper  Basin,  whilst  several  others 
had  success.  Whilst  the  Sixmile,  Clady,  Glenavy, 
and  other  Antrim  streams  were  up  a  bit  last  week, 
bait  fishers  accounting  for  a  considerable  number 
of  small  trout.  This  week  little  was  done  on  the 
Antrim  Road  Basin.  Last  Friday  Mr.  M'Comb 
killed  a  31b.  rainbow  on  the  bait. — J.A.B. 

Erne  (BallyBhaunon  and  Belleek). — A  return 
of  dry  hot  weather  took  place  during  the  past  week, 
and  in  consequence  no  rise  of  water  in  the  river, 
Mr.  L.  Ellis  captured  a  few  good  salmon,  amongst 
them  a  fine  fish  weighing  23lb.  Mr.  A.  Stubbs  also 
landed  a  salmon  of  15lb.  weight.  Salmon  are 
abundant  in  the  river,  and  as  soon  as  we  have  a 
rise  of  water  some  good  sport  will  be  had.  Mr. 
Schilizzi  also  captured  a  nice  salmon. — M.  Rogan 
and  Sons. 

Galway  Pishery. — The  white  trout  (sea-trout) 
fishing  has  been  the  best  on  record.  All  salmon 
fishing  is  stopped  owing  to  the  low  water,  but  the 
pools  are  full  of  sea-trout,  which  have  been  rising 
freely.  On  Monday  Captain  Macgowan  landed 
seventy-eight  trout  in  six  and  a  half  Jiours'  fishing 
— three  hours  in  the  morning  and  three  and  a  half 
hours  in  the  evening.  This  is  the  largest  catch  by 
one  rod  ever  known  in  one  day's  sport.  On  the 
other  five  days  of  the  week  Captain  Macgowan 
caught  twenty,  thirty-two,  twenty,  twenty-four, 
and  fifteen.  ">  Colonel  Underwood  caught  during  the 
week  129.  Mrs.  Hallett,  fishing  between  eight  and 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  caught  on  Aug.  14 
fourteen  trout,  and  on  previous  nights  of  the  week 
four,  three,  and  four. 

Longh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — Fish  well  on 
the  rise  presently.  On  Aug.  7,  Col.  Buckell,  two 
trout,  4^lb. ;  Mr.  Wood,  three,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Robinson 
and  brother,  six,  9lb. ;  Capt.  Pollard,  five,  8lb.  On 
Aug.  8,  Col.  Buckell,  five,  81b. ;  Mr.  Wood,  two,  41b. ; 
Mr.  Robinson  and  brother,  four,  71b. ;  Capt.  Pollard, 
seven,  51b.  On  Aug.  9,  Col.  Buckell,  two  5lb. ;  Mr. 
Wood,  three,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Robinson,  three,  51b.  ;  Capt. 
Pollard,  four,  61b.  On  Aug.  10,  Col.  Buckell,  four, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Wood,  one,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Robinson,  four,  71b. ; 
Capt.  Pollard,  five,  51b.  On  Aug.  11,  Col.  Buckell, 
five,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  two,  4|lb. ;  Mr.  Robinson, 
five,  91b.  (handsome  fish) ;  Capi.  Pollard,  four,  8lb. 
(handsome  fish).  On  Aug  12,  Col.  Buckell,  three, 
6lb.  ;  Mr.  Robinson,  two,  I^b. ;  Capt.  Pollard,  five, 
91b.    Fly  :  Harry  Long-legs. — Thomas  Naughton. 

Iiongn  Cnrrane,  eto.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Though  the  weather  has  been  favourable  on  many 
days  sport  has  not  been  good.  Some  twenty-five 
boats  have  been  out  on  most  days,  and  the  takes  of 
sea-trout  ranged  from  two  to  six  daily  to  each  boat. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbnr). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  Mr.  Carter  and  Dr.  Ewart,  casting  with 
the  artificial  fiy  and  dapping  occasionally  with  the 
natural.  Mr.  Carter,  on  Aug.  7,  one  trout,  I-|lb.  ; 
on  8th,  five,  4^lb.  (three  on  dap.);  on  9th,  seven, 
61b.  (four  on  dap);  on  10th,  two,  21b.;  on  11th, 
five,  6ilb.  (best,  2Jlb.);  on  12th,  four,  31b.  Dr. 
Ewart,  on  Aug.  6,  one  trout,  2Jlb. ;  on  7th,  five, 
61b. ;  on  8th,  taree,  6^1b.  (best,  2Jlb.) ;  on  9th,  two. 
1  lb.  ;  on  10th,  four,  6ib.  (best,  2ilb.,  on  dap)  ;  on 
1 1th,  four,  4lb.  The  condition  of  the  weather  for 
fishing  continues  good,  although  the  takes  during 
the  week  were  small. — P.  Scjmmerville. 

Iionghs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonl^nr). — When- 
ever the  weather  is  favourable  the  fishing  shows 
marked  improvement  and  trout  begin  to  move 
well.  Angling  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  the 
best  catches  of  the  week  were — Mr.  Francis,  four 
trout,  41b.  (best  lib.  7oz.);  Mr.  Wilkinson,  five  trout, 
41b8.  (best  lib.  4oz.);  Mr.  Rider,  gillaroo,  SJlb.,  trout, 
lib.  13oz.,  pike,  14lb.  ;  Mr.  Spencer,  two  trout, 
(6|lb.  and  21b.).— G.  A. 

Liongh  Uelvin. — The  following  anglers  enjoyed 
some  fair  sport  amongst  the  gillarooes  and  brown 
trout.    The  Rev.  E.  M.  Campbell,  and  son,  Mr.  R. 


C.  Simpson,  Dr.  Simpson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott,  Dr. 
Zierogol  and  friends,  Mr.  Kelly,  etc.,  etc.  Mr.  Sf;()tt 
and  Mrs.  S';ott,  took  several  gillarooes,  weighing 
over  21b.  The  lake  is  now  in  fair  fishing  order,  and 
sport  amongst  the  trout  will  now  improve  to  the 
end  of  the  season.  Mr.  Wren  took  several  trout 
trolling  during  the  past  week,  weighing  from  lib. 
to  441b.  ;  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Mallinson  and  friends  had 
some  fair  general  sport. — .VI.  Rogan  and  Son's.  4 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  00.  Kerry). — 
Sp'jrt  ha4  been  generally  g)od  on  all  the  above 
waters  at  small  brown  trout.  The  weath;r  has 
been  favourable,  anri  all  those  lake^  ara  now  in  good 
angling  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  on  the  river 
during  the  last  week  was  poor,  owing  to  low 
water,  only  two  grilse  baing  taken  with  the  fly,  and 
some  baskets  of  sea  trout  down  the  estuary. 
Fishing  on  the  loughs  was  poor,  owing  to  the  bright 
sunshine,  only  a  few  pike  being  taken  on  the  minnow. 
— John  Devebs. 

M05,  laougtas  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  00. 
Mayo). — Another  fresh  in  the  river  is  much  needed. 
Mr.  Lodwig,  two  grilse,  41b.,  51b. ;  Mr.  Garvey,  two 
grilse,  lOlb. ;  Capt.  Lynch,  two  grilse,  lllb.  ;  Mr. 
Perry-Knox  Gore,  one  grilse,  7Jlb.  Sea-trout 
anglers  are  doing  very  well,  best  bag,  nineteen  in 
one  day.  Some  very  nice  trout  were  got  on  Lough 
Conn.  Mr.  Pearson  had  some  nice  trout,  largest 
5lb.  and  3lb.  Major  Ottway  had  some  averaging 
IJlb.  A  little  fresh  in  the  river,  and  sport  would 
greatly  improve.  Lough  Talt  and  Callow  fished 
well.  Mr.  J.  Duncan  and  friend  had  seven  jack 
8lb.,  81b.,  13lb.,  13Jlb.,  I4lb.,  171b.,  I8Jlb.,  211b.— 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Upper  Iiakes  (Waterville,  00.  Kerry), — Sport 
continues  very  backward  on  all  the  above  waters 
both  at  sea  and  brown  trout. — 'T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  very  good.  0,i 
one  day  four  local  anglers  caught  thirty-seven 
pollack  in  about  five  houri,  and  other  takes  nearly 
equally  as  good  have  bean  also  had  in  this  depart- 
ment.—T.  J.D. 

Ballycotton. — The  weather  has  not  been  quite 
the  thing  and  sport  has  not  been  as  good  as  usuaL 
— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  have  furnished 
fine  sport  during  the  past  week.  The  takes  of  those 
fish  ranged  from  nine  to  twenty  each  rod  daily, 
and  the  average  weight  of  each  fish  would  be  about 
41b.  Bream,  gurnard,  and  whiting  continue  to 
yield  fair  sport,  the  best  takes  being  had  in  the  late 
evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — With  the  exception  of  a  few 
pollack  and  codling,  together  with  an  occasional 
flatfish  and  numbers  of  small  pouting,  little  of  note 
has  come  to  hand  since  my  last  report,  though 
general  conditions  of  weather  and  water  have  left 
nothing  to  be  desired  until  a  strong  north-east  wind 
set  in  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  now  renders  the 
water  thick  with  weed  and  dirty  in  appearance.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Edwards  was  fortunate  in  [securing  three  fine 
pollack  on  Thursday  (lOth),  and  Mr.  Xicholls  and 
Mr.  W.  Burgess,  of  swimming  fame,  each  made  a 
small  mixed  bag  on  the  following  day.  Mr.  T. 
Sexton's  angling  skill  was  rewarded  by  the  capture 
of  a  good  bag  of  pollack  on  Saturday  (I2th),  and 
Master  A.  Newell  was  but  little  less  successful  on 
the  same  date.  Few  rods  were  in  evidence  on  the 
I3th,  and  the  bulk  of  that  day's  catch  fell  to  the 
rod  of  Mr.  Glen,  who  creeled  seven  codling  and 
a  few  other  varieties.  On  Monday,  Aug.  14,  the 
anglers  included  Miss  Morgan  and  Messrs.  Adams, 
Newell,  Sexton,  Simmonds,  Nicholls,  Baker, 
Methven,  Morgan,  and  Rolls,  and  one  and  all  met 
with  fair  success  among  the  pollack,  but  the  bottom 
fishing  proved  almost  a  failure.  Little  was  done  by 
the  united  efforts  of  ten  early  morning  fishers 
on  Tuesday,  Aug.  15,  but  later  in  the  day, 
Mr.  Alex.  Baker  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Rolls  took 
half  a  dozen  pollack,  and  M.  Simmonds  was  kept 
busy  by  small  codling.  Wednesday,  I  August  16, 
was  ushered  in  by  a  strong  north-east  wind,  and  at 
th^  top  of  the  tide  the  fishing  deck  was  partially 
submerged,  ^but  several  ardent  spirits  braved  the 
elements,  the  only  resultant  catch  of  importance 
being  a  splendid  sole  taken  by  Mr.  WUliam  Steel 
just  before  lunch  time.  A  few  small  codling  came 
to  hand  during  afternoon  hours,  but  the  water  was 
then  far  too  thick  for  polfaok  anglers.  When  the 
weather  has  somewhat  toned  down,  local  fishing 
should  show  desided  improvement  — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Sport  has  been  good  at  and  aroimd 
this  station.  Pollack  anglers,  fishing  in  deep  water 
outside  the  harbour,  did  very  well ;  and  several 
fish  weighing  between  71b.  and  91b.  were 
had.— T.  J.  D. 

Margate.— On  Saturday,  Aug.  12,  Mr.  Daunou 
and  fuend  caught  at  Margate  Jetty  Exteasioa 
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fifty-two  mullet  and  seven  bass,  all  in  good  condi- 
tion. On  Aug.  14  the  same  two  gentlemen  caught 
eighteen  mullet.  Such  a  number  of  mullet  has 
never  been  previously  landed  by  a  rod.  There  is 
also  good  fishing  in  the  River  Stour,  only  nine 
miles  from  Margate.  The  fare  to  Grove  Ferry  is 
ninepence,  and  good  sport  is  to  be  had. — Joseph 
Knott. 

Penxauoe. — Weather  fine  ;  boats  out  every  day ; 
moderate  sport.  Mr.  Ashby  (B.S.A.S.)  on  Aug.  10 
caught  one  ray,  81b.,  fifteen  whiting,  twelve  gurnard, 
two  scad,  ten  sploshers,  and  one  skate  (specimen), 
851b.  This  fish  gave  Mr.  Aihby  about  three-quarters 
of  an  hour's  hard  work.  It  was  fully  thirty  minuter 
before  it  could  be  got  under  way,  having  sounded 
no  fewer  than  six  times,  and  another  fifteen 
minutes  before  it  was  played  to  gaff;  it  was 
caught  on  a  treble  gut  hook  and  wire  pater- 
noster, fine  line,  and  rod.  On  Aug.  12  Mr. 
Ashby  had  one  dog-fish,  five  gurnard,  two  pol- 
lack, forty  bream  and  chad,  one  conger,  and  on  the 
15th,  1  hake,  10  whiting,  1  dorey,  3  grey  gurnard, 
3  red  gurnard,  28  bibs,  24  bream  and  chad.  Mr. 
Bradford,  on  August  9,  with  rod,  caught  1  crawfi-ili 
7Jlb.,  1  pollack  lilb.,  1  pollack  3^1b,  beside  bream, 
etc.  Mr.  Thomas,  in  his  steam  yacht,  Vacuna, 
under  direction  of  Pilot  Vingoe,  on  Monday  caught 
70  large  bream  beside  other  fish,  on  rods.  Messr?. 
Willis  and  Son,  August  15,  on  rods,  40  whiting,  20 
bream,  4  pouting,  10  gurnard,  4  rays,  5  bibs.  Mr. 
Clarke  (B.S.A.S.)  and  party,  on  August  14, 
34  whiting.  10  gurnard,  6  dogfish,  and  2  cuckoos  ; 
and  on  Aug.  15,  one  large  ray,  181b.  ;  one  ling,  one 
poUack,  thirty  bream  and  sploshers.  Rod  fishing 
at  Newlyn  has  given  good  sport.  Mr.  Edwin  Rowe, 
a  very  keen  angler,  in  four  nights  caught  181 
pollack  and  some  chad,  etc. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Another  week  of  fine  weather  for 
the  sea  fishers,  but  no  wind  for  the  trawlers.  Pout- 
ing and  blain  can  be  caught  in  any  quantities  now, 
and  every  day  the  Sound  is  full  of  boats,  either 
whiffing  for  pollack  or  fishing  at  anchor.  Mackerel 
are  very  scarce,  and  those  few  that  are  caught  have 
been  hooked  outside  the  Breakwater  and  in  Whit- 
sand  Bay.  Bass  are  still  plentiful  up  the  Hamoaze, 
Bome  boats  taking  as  many  as  three  dozen  in  a  few 
hours.  The^e  fish  are  also  affording  good  sport  up 
the  River  Yealm.  Here  they  are  running  up  to 
a  good  size.  The  finest  and  strongest  gear  is 
required  for  these  fish  as  they  are  very  shy. 
Mullet  are  in  the  Great  Western  Docks  again  in 
large  quantities,  but  they  are  very  difficult  to  catch. 
A  lew,  however,  are  being  caught  by  little  bits  of 
worm  on  the  hook,  fishing  with  a  paternoster. 
This  is  the  month  that  the  herring  fishery  com- 
mences around  our  coast,  and  continues  to  be  an 
object  of  great  importance  until  November,  and 
sometimes  December. — Wm.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Sport  continues  good,  and  anglers 
are  having  a  good  time  f  om  both  piers  and  harbour. 
Some  good  bass  have  been  taken  from  the  back- 
water, one  of  l^lh.  having  been  hooked  by  a  visitor 
a  few  days  ago.  Some  good  catches  of  mackerel 
are  also  reported,  but  there  is  a  scarcity  of  wind 
just  now,  so  that  only  a  few  boats  go  out. 
There  are  a  lot  of  eels  to  be  taken  just  above  the 
bridge,  up  to  31b.  and  41b.  weight.  Dabs  are  rather 
scarce,  only  a  few  small  ones  having  been  hooked. 
Pollack  are  plentiful,  and  a  very  good  catch  was 
made  under  the  north  shore  a  few  days  ago,  several 
dozen  from  21b.  to  4lb.  each,  by  two  local  anglers. 
Some  splendid  mullet  are  being  caught  from  the 
Portland  breakwater  in  the  evenings,  fishing  with 
light  tackle,  and  red  worms  as  bait.  In  the  bay, 
skate,  codling,  silver  whiting  and  pouting  are  to  be 
had. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.  A.  A.). 


Jlssociaitons,  etc. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  E.  Blagrave  occupied  the  chair  at  our  meet- 
ing on  August  9.  Two  gentlemen  were  nominated 
for  membership.  It  was  found  necessary  to  post- 
pone sending  out  the  notices  regarding  the  club 
challenge  cup  until  this  week.  The  draw  in  the 
first  round  must  be  fished  off  on  or  before  Septem- 
ber 10.  Several  routine  matters  having  been 
disposed  of,  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man concluded  the  proceedings.  During  the  past 
week  sport  lias  been  satisfactory.  Mr.  Wood  Barrett 
has  had  some  nice  roach  from  the  Harefield  section 
of  the  society's  fishery  (best,  lib.  8oz.  and 
lib.  fi^oz.);  Mr.  Lindensach,  on  Aug.  13,  had  a 
fair  take  of  roach  (best,  about  1  lb.) ;  Mr.  Blagrave 
also  had  roach  up  to  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  Derry,  dace ;  Mr. 
Hailstone,  roach  ;  Mr.  Yarham,  jack  ;  and  Mr.  T. 
Adarns,  j.erch.  The  bailiff  of  the  Uxbridge  section 
reports  tliat  anglers  in  that  fcection  have  been 
getting  some  fair-sized  roach  and  bream. — E.  B. 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

After  the  break  for  August  Bank  holiday,  the 
ordinary  weekly  meetings  were  resumed  on  Wed- 


nesday, Aug.  16,  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Hindley  in  the  chair. 
The  Secretary  read  some  forty  reports  from  fishing 
stations  which  disclosed  a  clear  view  of  the  places 
worth  visiting  with  good  fishing,  and  of  others 
where  the  sport  was  poor — proof  of  the  invaluable 
help  to  members  desiring  a  fishing  holiday. 
Apropos  of  the  French  fever  now  raging  a  new 
French  float  was  exhibited.  After  the  despatch 
of  the  routine  business,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  took  the 
chair,  and  the  paper  of  the  evening  was  read  by 
Mr.  W.  C.  Nickels  in  the  absence  of  the  writer,  Mr. 
Charles  Hu=sey,  the  popular  agent  of  the  Society  at 
Wiilmer.  The  subject,  "  Sea  Temperature,  and  Its 
Influence  on  the  Migration  of  Fish,"  received 
careful  and  thoughtful  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  the  writer,  without  propounding  dogmatic 
theories.  It  suggested  variou?  methods  of 
utilising  the  information  at  present  recorded — 
pigeon-holed  and  then  forgotten;  alsi  other 
means  by  which  records  might  be  obtained  and 
the  whole  tabulated,  fnrn  which  in  due  time 
leliable  data  might  be  obtained,  and  upon  which 
sound  conclusions  might  be  deduced.  The  arrival 
or  non-arrival  of  the  whiting  and  the  cod,  following 
the  advent  or  absence  of  the  herring  and  sprat, 
was  instanced  as  case?  where  the  question  of  sea 
temperature  might  be  an  index  or  explanation  of  the 
fluctuation  of  success  in  the  autumn  fishing  seasons. 
Hearers  were  warned  of  the  danger  of  drawing  con- 
clusions from  incomplete  information,  as  an  instance 
of  which  Mr.  Hussey  narrated  some  conversations 
with  Mr.  Burgess  in  respect  of  his  experiences  in  his 
recent  Channel  swim.  After  some  discussion  the 
toast  of  the  Society  was  given,  and  the  meeting  con- 
clude! with  votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hus-ey  for  hii 
paper  and  to  the  chairman.  Next  Wednesday, 
Aug.  23,  papers  will  be  read  on  Weymouth  and 
Portland,  also  the  Isle  of  Wight,  as  fishing  resorts. 
—P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Owing  to  many  members  being  out  of  town,  the 
meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  C.  SaUsbury,  was  scarcely  as 
well  attended  as  usual ;  however,  there  were  many 
catches  reported.  '  Mr.  Begemie(at  Lewes)  hid  had 
perch  up  to  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Hurren,  good  roach  and  perch 
from  private  water ;  whilst  at  Wraysbury,  many 
members — notwithstanding  recent  "running  off" 
of  the  water — had  taken  fish,  amongst  them,  Mr. 
Grubb  and  Mr.  Alexander  Graham,  roach  ;  Mr. 
Salisbury,  roach  and  dace ;  and  Mr.  A.  S. 
Graham,  chub.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  showe  1  a  small 
mixed  tray — bream  and  roach  from  Dagenham. 
Four  gentlemen  previously  propo.sed  were  balloted 
for,  and  duly  elected.  There  was  an  interesting 
discussion  —  in  which  several  members  took 
part — on  the  recently  announced  project  of 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  whereby  it  was 
proposed  to  remove  the  intake  so  far  up  the  Lea 
and  Stort  respectively  that  practically  the  greater 
part  of  the  fishing  below  Hertford  and  Bishop 
Stortford  would  be  destroyed — the  "  Old  Lea,"  and 
a  considerable  part  of  the  Stort,  being  almost 
extinguished.  Further  discussion  of  this  costly — 
and  in  many  ways  undesirabla — project,  it  is  hoped, 
will  cause  it  to  be  abandoned. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  usual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Tuesday  at  the  Manchester  Hotel.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Conellan  presided.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  reported  ex- 
cellent sport  with  roach,  one  weighing  1  lb.  14Joz., 
another  1  lb.  12foz.,  one  day's  sport  accounting 
for  twenty-eight  fish,  weighiag  261b.  lloz.  Mr. 
H.  S.  Saunders,  fishing  at  Chesham,  had  a  trout 
of  21b.  4oz.,  two  others  sizeable,  and  about 
a  dozen  smaller  fish,  which  were  returned. 
Messrs.  Gill,  Salmond,  and  Conellan  had  had 
excellent  sport  with  dace  and  trout  with  the  fly 
in  Norfolk.  Mr.  H.  D.  Turner  had  been  fishing  on 
private  water  and  at  Chesham,  and  reported  one 
trout  of  21b.  loz.,  and  another  of  just  over  1  lb. 
Applications  for  membership  were  received.  The 
water  at  Kelvedon  has  been  receiving  attention, 
and  many  good  swims  have  been  cleared,  and  are 
now  available  for  members. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Aug.  16.  Reports  were  delivered  as  to  the  con- 
clusion of  the  first  round  of  the  club  championship, 
and  the  draw  for  the  second  round  took  place. 
Competitors  must  finish  their  heats  not  later  than 
Sept.  13.  Owing  to  holiday  absentees  the  angling 
reports  were  extremely  meagre,  but  the  following 
wero  submitted — Mr.  H.  Lindsell,  281b.  of  bream, 
best,  '.i^lh.  ;  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements,  121b.  of  mixed  fish, 
including  roach  1  lb.  5oz.,  perch  1  lb.  7oz.,  and  dace 
lloz. ;  Mr.  J.  Potter,  from  our  Barford  water,  some 
nice  takes  of  roach  and  perch,  but  no  specimens ; 
Mr.  Rayner  had  roach,  but  not  up  to  the  standard 
he  usuaJly  secures. — G.  W. 


HoLLOwAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Stone  presided  at  our  meeting  on  August 
15.  A  long  discussion  took  place  re  private  water, 
as  submitted  to  us  in  reply  to  advertisements. 
Nothing  was  definitely  settled.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  next  meeting  to  consider 
important  business.  Mr.  A.  G.  Hill  weighed  in 
roach,  two  best  were  1  lb.  9Joz.  and  1  lb.  8Joz.  Mr. 
W.  Colbert  also  weighed  in  some  roach. — H.  C.  M. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
On  Monday  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Ball, 
and  there  was  an  excellent  attendance  of  members, 
and  satisfactory  renorts  of  pport  during  the  past 
holidays.  On  the  Itchei,  Messrs.  H.  _H.  Brown, 
A.  C.  Poole,  and  R.  C.  Blundell  had  som'e  fine  trout 
and  grayling,  the  two  first^amed  gentlemen  gstting 
big  bags  of  fish,  principally  on  the  ginger  quill, 
whirling  blue  dun,  and  red  quill.  Mr.  H.  W. 
Ansell  had  spent  a  pleasant  week  in  Devon- 
shire, where  he  had  many  brace  of  trout.  He, 
however,  found  tha  waters  he  fished  exceed- 
ingly low  and  much  in  need  of  rain.  At  Ux- 
bridge, Messrs.  Mosely,  H.  T.  Sheringham,  M.  de 
Courcy  and  others  had  taken  trout,  chub,  perch, 
and  some  good  roach  up  to  1  lb.  8oz.,  but  no  further 
bream  had  been  landed.  There  was  no  news  of 
interest  to  announce  from  the  Lambourn,  but  the 
chairman  had  some  nice  perch  from  the  Kennet 
(best  fish  21b).  Dr.  Head  wrote  giving  an  account 
of  the  late  Loch  Leven  competition  whish  was  a 
fiasco,  a  very  large  number,  the  doctor  amongst 
them,  returning  absolutely  clean. — Hon.  Sec. 


SILVER  TROUT  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 

The  Nag's  Head  Hotel,  James  Street, 
Covent  Garden,  W.C. 

INTERNATIONAL  ANGLING  COMPETITION, 
September  4,  1905. 


The  committee  beg  to  announce  that  the  follow- 
ing arrangements  have  now  been  made  in  connection 
with  the  above. 

Conditions  of  Competition. 

1.  To  be  a  pegged  down  match,  swims  to  be  ten 
yards  apart,  each  swim  to  ba  numbered  and  drawn 
for  by  the  competitors. 

2.  Two  rods  allowed  to  be  carried,  but  only  one 
to  be  used  at  a  time. 

3.  All  fish  to  weigh  with  the  exception  of  jack, 
pope,  eels,  bleak  and  minriows.  No  live  or  spinning 
bait  to  be  used,  and  the  Thames  standard  of 
measurement  will  bs  adopted. 

4.  Competitors  must  register  each  fish  when  taken 
with  one  of  the  stewards. 

5.  Each  competitor  will  be  supplied  with  a  num- 
bered badge  of  the  swim  drawn  by  him,  which 
must  be  worn  in  a  prominent  position. 

6.  Any  dispute  arising  will  be  settled  by  the  com- 
mittee, whose  decision  wiU  be  final. 

Prizes. 

First  prize  will  be  a  silver  cup,  guaranteed  to 
weigh  4Uoz.  ;  second,  30oz. ;  third,  20oz.  A  gold 
medal  presented  by  Le  Pecheur,  Paris;  a  gold 
medal  presented  by  Mr.  H.  Sheldon,  S.T.A.  Society  ; 
a  gold  medal,  value  £2  2s.,  by  Mr.  R.  Love,  S.T.A. 
Society;  a  silver  keyless  watch  by  Mr.  R.  Jacobs, 
S.T.A.  Society  ;  a  gold  medal  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Penfold, 
S.T.A.  Society,  value  £2  2s. ;  a  silver  cigarette  case 
and  a  meerschaum  pipe  by  Mr.  A.  Abrahams, 
ST. A.  Society;  a  gold  medal,  value  £1  5s.,  by 
Messrs.  Booth,  distillers;  a  gold  medal,  value 
£1  Is.,  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Searle,  S.T.A.  Society; 
a  gold  medal,  value  £1  Is.,  by  Mr.  C.  Franco, 
S.T.A.  Society;  a  prize  value  £1  Is.  by  Mr. 
G.  C.  Grammer,  S.T.A.  Society  (for  members 
entering  from  France) ;  a  set  of  carvers,  value 
£1  Is.,  by  Mess'-s.  Greenlees ;  silver  medallion  in 
case  and  two  silver  medals  by  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Pank,  Mark-lane;  two  silver  medals  by  Mr.  S. 
Smith,  S.T.A.  Society;  a  silver  medal  by  Mr.  E. 
Monniot ;  an  umbrella,  presented  by  the  Stockwell 
Angling  Society ;  a  special  prize  of  a  roach  pole, 
value  £2  2s.,  wiU  also  be  presented  by  Mr.  H. 
Sheldon,  S.T.A.  Society,  for  competition  for  those 
members  entering  from  France.  According  to  the 
number  of  entries  received,  announcement  as 
regards  further  prizes  will  be  published  from  time 
to  time  in  the  Press.  All  the  work  in  connection 
with  the  organisation  of  the  competition  is 
"  honorary,"  and  in  order  to  facilitate  the  making 
of  arrangements  and  to  avoid  a  rush  at  the  last 
moment,  it  is  hoped  that  intending  competitors 
will  send  in  their  applications  for  tickets,  accom- 
panied by  a  remittance,  as  early  as  possible.  The 
cups  comprising  the  first  three  prizes  are  on  show 
in  the  window  of  the  Sportsman,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 
The  Henley  Military  Town  Band  has  been  engaged 
for  the  occasion.  All  entries  will  close  on  Tuesday, 
Aug.  29.  W.  Hase,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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The  King  comes  to  Balmoral  in  a  month  or  less, 
meantime  he  is  taking  the  waters  at  Marienbad, 
and  the  Queen  has  come  north.  She  and  Princess 
Victoria  will  have  some  angling  on  Loch  Muick  and 
the  adjoining  lochs  on  the  royal  estates,  which  are 
aU  well  stocked  with  native  trout.  ' 


The  rivers  in  the  north  have  been  twice  in  semi- 
spate  during  the  past  week.  So  much  the  better 
for  the  prospects  of  the  autumn  salmon  fishing.  A 
good  flood  in  the  third  week  of  August  brings  away 
the  earlier  and  better  fish,  and  fills  the  pools  for 
September. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  is  expected  at  Abergeldie 
soon,  and  will  have  some  angling  on  the  Dee  till  the 
arrival  of  the  King  when  the  stalking  season  at 
Balmoral  opens.  Later  on  the  Prince  is  booked  for 
Speyside. 

The  "  Twelfth  "  was  a  glorious  day  and  the  bags 
made  record  ones,  for  seldom  have  conditions  been 
80  favourable  all  round. 


Since  then  the  weather  has  broken  down  and  the 
rains  of  Sunday  left  the  ground  sodden  and  wet ; 
the  belated  grilse  and  autumn  salmon  season  will 
not  suffer  from  the  wet. 


The  salmon  netting  season  closes  on  the  bulk  of 
Scotch  waters  on  Aug.  26.  After  which  every  fish 
entering  the  river  wiU  be  to  the  angler.  Some  few 
districts  do  not  close  till  later  on,  but  commercially 
the  salmon  season  will  be  over. 


Some  good  sea-trout  angling  is  now  being  had  on 
all  the  east  and  west  coast  rivers  which  enjoy  a  run 
of  these  lithesome  fish.  WTiere  finnock  abound, 
good  baskets  are  being  made  for  the  first  time. 
No  kelts  but  silvery  beauties  of  the  first  water. 

Mr.  (Jeorge  Coats,  who  recently  purchased  the 
estate  of  Glentana,  Deeside — one  of  the  finest  in 
the  north — received  a  right  down  hearty  highland 
welcome  at  his  "  home-coming  "  on  Thursday. 

' ,  Accompanied  by  Mrs.  Coats  and  their  son,  they 
arrived  at  Aboyne  Station  in  the  afternoon,  found 
the  village  en  f^te,  was  presented  with  an  address, 
and  suitably  replied.  At  the  entrance  to  the  policy 
the  tenants,  servants,  and  neighbours  met  them, 
and  preceded  by  three  pipers  drew  them  in  their 
carriage  home.  If  the  late  Sir  Wm.  Brooks  was 
popular  in  his  day  and  generation,  his  successor 
promises  to  be  doubly  so. 

The  side  streams  are  yielding  wonderfully  well 
no  ;7  that  they  have  filled.  Mr.  Donaldson,  Aber- 
deen, and  Mr.  Kilgour  had  two  days  on  the  Dye 
(Sir  John  Gladstone's),  and  creeled  121b.  and  111b. 
of  very  nice  trout.  Mr.  James  Davidson,  File,  had 
61b.  on  the  Don  to  his  own  rod. 


A  salmon  of  71b.  was  got  on  the  Park  Dee 
water  on  Wednesday.  This  was  the  only  fish 
for  three  days  got  on  the  Dee.  Things  look  better 
now,  and  after  the  nets  are  off  all  will  be  right,  but 
meantime  what  has  become  of  the  grilse  ? 

The  Orkney  season  is  doing  well,  and  hosts  of 
anghng  visitors  are  at  Stromness  and  Stennis.  The 
Hillswick  district  is  also  being  invaded  by  an  army 
mostly  of  tourists  and  the  "  weary  and  worn  "  city 
bird  in  need  of  a  rest.    And  they  get  it  there. 


There  is  really  a  slump  in  the  grilse  supply  along 
the  coast.  They  have  been  here  and  there  reported 
to  have  been  running  in  shoals,  but  this  really  is 
not  the  case.  However,  better  late  than  never, 
and  as  there  is  a  prospect  of  fair,  round  waters,  the 
autunm  is  bound  to  hum.  Special  Scotch. 


HAUNTS  OF  THE  ANGLER. 


Hampshire  has  ever  been  a  country  loved  of 
fishermen,  especially  votaries  of  the  dry-fly  ;  but 
the  accessibility  of  some  of  its  riverside  villages  has 
bewirae  their  undoing,  for  dozens  of  red  houses, 
ugly,  suburban-looking  things,  have  sprung  up  to 
break  the  charm  of  fragrant  pastures  where  cattle 
wander  knee-  deep  in  grass  ana  meadow-sweet.  In 
one  such  village — where  even  yet  a  few  thatched 
fxjttages  are  left,  picturesquely  gabled  and  sweetly 
wanted  with  the  red  and  white  roses  which  embower 
them — only  the  road  width  from  the  river,  lies 
amongst  other  humble  dwellings  a  tiny  village  inn, 
which  looks  across  the  water  to  some  beeches,  most 
beautiful  in  bright  autumn,  when  the  stream  below 
catches  something  of  their  ruddy  tints. 


Over  there  the  big  Itchen  trout  love  to  lie  in  the 
pleasant  shade,  hugging  the  bank,  where  the  flies 
cast  by  plebeian  sportsmen  from  the  I  roe  highway 
seldom  reach  them ;  for  if  a  rash  and  unskilled 
hand  tries  here  to  cast  right  across  the  stream,  a 
high  thorn  hedge  behind  will  hold  his  fly  fast,  and 
there  above  him  will  hang,  perhaps,  the  last  of  tho 
right  sort,  whilst  the  village  urchins  stand  around, 
with  grinning  fa^es.  There  was  one  man  in  bygone 
days — M.,  the  little  innkeeper — who  could  catch 
fi^h  even  in  this  still  and  much-fished  water ;  for, 
choosing  a  time  when  a  slight  breeze  rippled  the 
suiface,  he  would  drop  his  home-made  fly  like 
gossamer  just  above  a  rising  fish ;  and  then  vce 
victis,  for  what  he  did  not  know  of  Itchen  trout 
and  grayling  was  little  worth  the  knowing,  and  I  is 
successes  were  wonderful.  Having  an  eye  for 
colour,  he  always  had  on  the  right  fly,  so  important 
with  the  epicurean  Hampshire  trout.  The  following 
story  is  an  instance  of  his  prowess. 

The  river  ran  through  the  garden  of  a  village 
celebrity,  who  came  down  unexpectedly  from  town, 
with  a  few  friends,  to  fish  on  one  occasion  ;  but 
never  a  fish  could  one  of  them  catch,  except  an 
occasional  nuisance,  a  few  inches  long,  only  to  be 
chucked  back  into  the  water.  A  bridge  overlooked 
the  garden,  and  the  little  innkeeper  stood  on  it 
watching,  his  keen,  observant  face  twitching  with 
eagernes^  to  show  the  uninitiated  how  to  set  about 
things.  First  one  and  then  another  rod  was  put 
down  in  disgust,  as  one  by  one  the  nice  fish  which 
had  been  rising — -after  a  swim  up  to  and  glance  at 
the  novice's  fly  floating  above  them  on  the  clear 
water — stopped  feeding ;  but  never  a  fish  lay  on 
the  lawn,  though  diessing-time  drew  near. 

At  last  Sir  exclaimed,  "  Send  for  M.,  and  we 

will  have  fish  for  diimer  yet." 

"  He  is  there.  Sir  ,  on  the  bridge,"  replied 

his  man. 

Then  all  stood  back  to  see  M.  show  his  skill,  who 
quickly  came  with  old  warped  rod  in  hand,  and 
home-made  fly  on  finest  cast — for  he  had  long 
settled  which  to  use.  Soon  a  fish  rose  again,  and 
that  it  might  gain  confidence  and  whet  its  appetite, 
he  let  it  swallow  two  more  flies  before  he  put  some- 
thing more  indigestible  just  above  it,  to  float  over 
its  nose  and  be  eagerly  risen  at  and  taken ;  auto- 
matically the  long  line  tightened,  and  the  poor  fish 
was  quickly  guided  into  the  wide  old  landing-net. 
A  nice  fish,  perhaps  l^lb.  This  was  the  first  of 
several  brace  of  trout  which  the  little  innkeeper 
landed  that  evening  in  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour. 

Below  the  old  village  mill,  the  water  meadows, 
yellow  with  buttercups  and  marsh  marigold,  and 
cut  up  with  ditches  edged  with  bluest  of  forget-me- 
nots,  stretch  away  for  miles,  the  river  flowing 
through  them  amongst  bramble-grown  banks  and 
reedy  .patches — where  wild  duck  are  sometimes 
flushed — towards  the  hazel  covers  of  River  Copse, 
full  of  pleasant  recollections  to  fox-hunter  and 
fisherman.  Here  I  have  crossed  into  the  Hamble- 
don  country  after  a  Hursley  fox,  and  it  was 
a  case  of  swimming  in  mid-stream.  Heie,  with  a 
Spent  Gnat,  a  friend  caught  a  great  5Jlb.  trout, 
which  he  landed  after  an  eJcciting  fight,  for  the 
fish  fell  through  my  old  landing-net,  which  had 
grown  rotten,  but,  fortunately,  on  to  the  bank, 
where  it  was  quickly  seized  by  eager  hands,  and 
thrown  further  ashore.  Oh  !  the  wrath  of  a  veteran 
sportsman,  who  then  arrived  upon  the  scene,  to  see 
the  trout  he  had  fished  for,  and  dreamt  of,  for 
weeks,  in  the  basket  of  a  young  whipper-snapper, 
as  he  called  my  friend — 'too  proud  a  man  just  then 
to  notice  this  contempt.  Just  up  a  backwater 
which  joins  the  river  here  I  killel,  one  May  Fly 
season,  with  a  little  10ft.  rod,  a  2|lb.  trout.  How 
the  fish  fought !  At  times  it  seemed  right  vmder- 
neath  my  feet,  for  the  banks  were  hollow — scooped 
out  ,by  the  water — and  the  light  rod  bent  double 
with  the  strain. — From  "  Haunts  of  Trout  and 
GrayUng,"  in  the  Badminton  Magazine. 


WEALTH  OF  SALMON. 


RICH  CATCHES  OFF  THE  COAST  OF 
NORTHUMBERLAND. 


The  Northumberland  coast  salmon  fishing  has 
produced  an  extraordinary  harvest  this  year.  "  The 
salmon  fishers  are  banking  money  every  week," 
observed  one  of  the  inshore  watchers.  The  whole  of 
the  Northumberland  coast,  from  the  Tyne  to  the 
Tweed,  has  shared  in  this  phenomenal  salmon  run, 
but  it  is  in  the  inshore  stretch,  between  Old  Hartley 
and  Tynemouth,  that  the  beat  catches  have  been 
made.  Out  of  Cullercoats  Haven  thirty-six  boats 
are  at  present  running,  and  as  many  as  iorty-thtee 
salmon,  representing  between  £30  and  i,40  among  a 
crew  of  three  men,  have  been  landed  in  a  single 
night.  Several  of  the  boats'  crews  have  divided  as 
much  as  £50  for  a  week's  work.    "  Nivor  seed  owt 


leik't  sin  Harry  the  Brave  landed  fifty-throe,  sivdn'- 
teen  eaor  gyen,"  said  the  ancient  and  veracious  one 
on  the  seat  under  tho  clock  at  tho  Haven  Look-out. 
Some  of  the  boats  have  caught  as  many  salmon  in  a 
week  as,  in  previous  years,  they  landed  in  a  whole 
eeason. 

That  the  season  should  have  proved  to  be  a 
record  one  is  distinctly  surprising  in  view  of  the 
tremendous  death-rate  among  Tyne  salmon  when 
the  fish  were  making  up-river  to  the  spawning 
grounds  last  year.  Tliey  were  unable  to  get  up  the 
higher  reaches  in  consequence  of  the  icmtinued 
drought,  and,  waiting  for  a  flood  which  would 
enable  them  to  do  so  and  find  the  purer  streams, 
many  hundreds  of  fish  were  destroyed  by  the 
poisonous  effluents  contributing  to  tho  lower  Tyne 
below  Blaydon  and  Elswick.  The  destruction  of 
these  fish  represents  tho  loss  of  enormous  quantitie.^ 
of  young.  The  Northumberland  fishermen  hold  the 
opmion  that  there  has  been  a  salmon  run  from  the 
Norwegian  fjords  to  the  north-eastern  coast. 
Another  explanation,  and  it  is  the  more  probable 
one,  is  that  on  account  of  the  drought  and 
the  absence  of  a  flood  the  fish  have  not  been 
able  to  ascend,  and  are  accumulating  in  the  in- 
shore waters  waiting  for  the  first  flood.  Many 
of  the  fi^h  caught  recently,  however,  are  stated 
by  the  fishermen  to  be  firmer  and  cleaner  than 
the  Tyne  species,  the  flesh  of  better  colour,  and 
altogether  a  superior  fish,  which  readily  produces 
Is.  2d.  per  lb.  on  the  North  Shislds  market. 
The  average  is  from  141b.  to  181b.  in  weight, 
although  some  magnificent  specimens — 20  and  30 
pounders — have  come  to  the  nets  of  the  Cullercoats 
fishers.  Following  in  the  wake  of  the  salmon  have 
come  the  dunters,  the  hereditary  enemies  of  the 
species.  The  dunter  is  a  coarse  and  powerful  fish 
between  6ft.  and  7ft.  in  length,  and  wherever 
salmon  are,  there  are  the  dunters  preying  upon 
them.  To  what  particular  species  the  dimter 
belongs  is  difficult  of  discovery.  *'  A  dtmter, 
hinny !  " 

The  grizzled  ancient  under  the  clock  tugged  at 
his  ;scraggy  chin-ender  in  meditative  mood.  "  A 
dunter,"  he  repeated,  with  much  deliberation. 
"  Well,  aa  wad  say's  'ow  a  dunter  be  a  cross  'twixt 
a  bottle-nosed  whale  and  a  porpus."  The  North 
Mail  representative  inquired  if  the  bottle-nosed 
monster  had  been  seen  off  Cullercoats  lately. 
••  Wey,  o'  course.  'E  comes  'ere  reglor,"  said  the 
veracious  one.  "There  was  a  schod  o'  bottle- 
nosed  whales  on  Sunday.  They  cam'  roond  the 
island  in  a  line,  blaain'  and  spootin'  leik  fuery. 
We  knaad  es  'ow  they  war  in  battle  array,  dri\Tn' 
the  salmon  atore  'em.  But  the  salmon  was  swim- 
min'  low,  and  it  war  an  even-money  chance  whether 
they  wad  swim  cLse  in  shore  or  lyeuk  for  safety 
in  sea  room.  Half -a  dozen  o'  the  cobbles  d;ifted 
their  nets  into  the  shallows.  A  couple  o'  boats 
laid  their  nets  ootside.  Well,  the  salmon  tyeuk  the 
deep  wettor,  and  the  craft  inside  lost  the  run, 
whiles  the  two  outside  wor  in  the  thick  on't.  They 
netted  ower  thorty  salmon  apie:e — a  fine  day's 
wark."'  Tne  bottle -nosed  brigade  of  the  ancient 
and  veracious  one,  on  further  inquiry,  turned  out 
to  be  a  school  of  dunters.  They  drove  a  magnifi- 
cent run  of  salmon  before  them,  a  short  distance  off 
the  coast,  between  St.  Mary's  Island  and  Culler- 
coat?.  Several  of  the  fish  caught  in  the  nets  had 
large  pieces  nipped  out  of  the  back  by  their  vora- 
cious and  untiring  enemies.  Though  the  dunters 
occasionally  drive  salmon  into  the  nets  of  tne 
fishers,  they  are  generally  as  great  an  enemy  of  the 
fishermen  as  of  the  fish.  Tne  dunters  frequently 
get  into  the  nets,  and  a  school  of  them  may  do 
pounds'  worth  of  damage  in  a  few  minutes. — • 
North  Mail. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  PICTURE 
POSTCARDS. 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  have  now  on  sale  at 
their  stations,  and  various  agencies,  an  improved 
series  of  coloured  picture  postcards,  which  have 
been  specially  produced,  comprising  illustrations  of 
the  Norfolk  Broads,  cathedrals,  seaside  resorts, 
places  of  interest,  etc.,  on  the  company's  system. 
The  series  consists  of  ten  packets.  Each  packet  of 
five  cards  is  sold  for  twopence. 


Fort-William,  10.50  a.m. — Two  Lochaber  men, 
while  fishing  with  rod  and  line  in  Loch  Linnhe,  had 
an  exciting  experience.  One  of  the  lines  becoming 
suddenly  taut  was  with  difficulty  hauled  up,  when 
it  was  found  that  a  young  seal,  between  two  and 
three  feet  in  length,  had  been  hooked.  After  a 
good  deal  of  manceu spring,  the  novel  catch  was 
successfully  got  into  the  boat.  Seals  ara  now  fairly 
common  in  Loch  Linnhe. — Edinburgh  Evening 
Dispatch,  August  15. 


146 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  19,  1905 


^offings       t^c  i^ap. 

'  One  '  tO'day '  is  worth  two  '  to-morrows.^  " 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  montlily  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Aug.  21,  at  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,    E.G.,  at    8  p.m. — R.  G. 
Woodruff. 


I  HAVE  often  read  of  the  excitement  which  pre- 
vails in  many  fishing  villages  and  towns  around  our 
coasts  when  the  look-out  man  at  the  top  of  the 
tower  espies  a  shoal  of  herrings  or  mackerel 
approaching.  Even  on  the  Sabbath,  the  congrega- 
tion assembled  at  Divine  worship  have  been  known 
to  unceremoniously  leave  the  sacred  building  and 
rush,  helter-skelter,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in 
gathering  the  harvest  of  the  sea.  I  have  oven 
heard  of  the  vicar,  or  rector,  following  suit,  as  per- 
haps it  was  considered  incumbent  on  them.  This 
in  Merry  England.  According  to  the  New  York 
F.O.,  "All  Sabbath  day  ordinances  and  restrictions 
went  by  the  board  on  Sunday  last  wlien  the  sock- 
eyes  began  to  swarm  into  the  traps  on  Puget  Sound. 
Trap  owners  preferred  to  take  a  chance  on  fines, 
etc.,  rather  than  the  alternative  of  losing  the 
harvest." 

•  *  •  •  • 

The  same  journal  says :  "  We  are  asked  to 
authoritatively  deny  the  statement  that  heifer 
whales  are  being  herded  and  milked  in  Newfound- 
land. There  is  no  truth  in  the  story.  A  new 
brand  of  cod  liver  oil  is  responsible." 


The  piice  de  resistance  of  Wednesday  even- 
ing's B.S.A.S.  meeting  was  a  paper  by  Mr. 
Chas.  Hussey,  on  *'  Sea  Temperature,  and  its  In- 
fluence on  the  Migration  of  Fish."  In  Mr.  Hussey's 
unavoidable  absence  the  paper  was  admirably 
delivered  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Nickels.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended,  and  it  was  my  great  pleasure  to  see 
amongst  those  present  Dr.  O.  R.  Travers,  president 
of  the  Hastings  Angling  Association ;  Dr.  Syming- 
ton, president  of  the  West  Pier  Angling  Associa- 
tion, and  Mr.  Harry  Dowsett,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Hastings  A.A. ;  Major  Brine,  president  of  the 
Herne  Bay  A.A. ;  Messrs.  O.  M.  Howard  and 
Summers,  of  the  Southend  A.A.  ;  and  last,  but  not 
least,  Mr.  G.  Coleman,  of  the  Folkestone  A.A. 
Verily  the  "briny"  element  was  strongly  in  evi- 
dence. I  shall  have  more  to  say  shortly  on  the 
forthcoming  festivals  now  in  progress  at  the  various 
seaside  resorts  mentioned. 

•  m  m  tf  • 

Under  the  genial  chairmanship  of  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker,  it  is  needless  to  say  a  very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent.  During  the  evening  the  secretary,  Mr. 
J.  Pickup,  distributed  some  very  useful  literature 
issued  by  the  Herne  Bay  Angling  Association.  I 
think  it  would  be  of  distinct  advantage  to  sea 
anglers  if  other  of  the  numerous  associations  round 
om'  coasts  were  to  follow  the  example  of  Herne  Bay, 
whose  pamphlet  contains  a  list  of  hotels,  boatmen, 
bait  and  tackle  agents,  the  best  fishing  groimds, 
the  best  months  for  fishing,  either  from  pier  or 
boats,  and  also  along  the  shore,  etc.  Then 
theie  are  tidal  note3,  a  list  of  adjacent  fishing 
stations,  and  where  to  get  good  fresh  water 
fishing  within  six  miles.  I  can  quite  agree  with 
Messrs.  Montague  Blake  and  Hinxton  that  the 
beautifully  executed  chart  (in  colours)  of  the 
Estuary  of  the  Thames  in  the  vicinity  of  Herne 
Bay,  should  be  kept  for  future  guidance  when 
fishing  at  Herne  Bay.  All  the  "  marks  "  are  clearly 
marked,  and  Mr.  J.  Gripper,  the  honorary  secretary, 
whose  address  is  Station-road,  Herne  Bay,  wUl  be 
pleased  to  send  a  copy  on  application. 


A  Tale  of  the  Sea. 

Miss  Mermaid  sat  upon  a  reef. 

Her  golden  hair  to  dry. 
And  as  she  looked  she  chanced  to  see 

A  whale  go  spoutiag  by. 

Miss  Mermaid  was  extremely  groen. 

And  as  the  water  gu.shed 
She  gave  a  single  frightened  glance, 

Then  to  her  'phone  she  rushed. 

This  is  the  message  that  she  sent. 
Of  course  she  feared  the  worst: 

"  A  plumber  quick  for  Mr.  Whale ; 
His  water-pipe  has  burst !  " 

— McLandbubgh  Wilson. 


Too  lato  for  insertion  in  the  "Thames  General 
Remarks,"  Mr.  Amphlett  has 'phoned  the  following  : 
"  Messrs.  Rodgers,  Silk,  and  Arthur,  of  Surbiton, 
liave  caught  a  large  number  of  roach,  bream,  and 
tench,  the  latter  up  to  2|lb."  ^ 


Mr.  E.  Collinson,  hon.  sec.  of  the  St.  Ives  A.S., 
Writes : — "  Tlie  river  is  very  clear  at  present ;  plenty 
of  weeds,  and  consequently  any  amoimt  of  natural 
bait  or  food  for  all  the  fish.  There  are  a  few 
bream  and  roach  being  taken  at  places,  but  very 
few  and  far  between  ;  plenty  of  little  fry,  which  as  a 
hile  go  back,  but  I  was  amazed  on  Saturday  last  to 
note  a  local  angler,  out  with  a  lady  and  gentleman, 
in  our  Staunch  Pit,  take  about  fifty  small  2oz.  fish 
and  carry  them  away  in  their  landing-nets.  A 
London  gentleman  was  with  me,  and  he  said  that 
would  not  be  tolerated  on  the  Thames;  and  can 
anyone  express  surprise  at  the  depletion  of  our 
rivers  and  broads  if  such  wanton  destruction  as  this 
is  carried  on  ?  There  are  plenty  of  splendid  speci- 
men roach,  perch,  chub,  and  bream  to  be  taken, 
but  we  want  a  good  rain  to  scour  away  the  weeds 
and  carry  off  the  flannel  weed  vidth  its  natural  food, 
and  then  the  angler  will  get  his  turn  amongst  the 
aldermanic  fish." 


Roach  fishers  who  are  on  the  look  out  for  some- 
thing special  in  the  way  of  hair,  may  like  to  know 
where  supplies  may  be  obtained  of  superior  strength 
and  qunlity.  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  refer  to 
the  splendid  samples  sent  out  by  Mr.  J.  Pickers&ill, 
who  has  lately  removed  from  Rydall-street,  Hol- 
beck,  to  (5,  Clark-terrace,  Pontefract-lane,  Leeds. 
To  show  the  trustworthiness  of  "  Pickersgill's  par- 
ticular," I  learn  that  Mr.  Rolt  landed  a  few  days 
ago  on  the  Colne  a  handsome  trout  of  21b.  8oz.  on 
hair  whilst  crust  fishing  for  roach.  The  stock 
secured  by  friend  Pickersgill  must  be  exceptionally 
go<xl  to  have  stood  such  a  severe  test  as  this. 


An  Apology  to  "Washington  Dragnet." 

Dear  "Washington  Dragnet,"  I  greatly  adore 
Your  sublime  and  undoubted  veracity. 

The  tales  you  recount  show  ever,  as  yore, 
Of  fiction  a  very  great  paucity. 

The  wonderful  things  that  happen  at  sea. 
When  out  on  a  fishing  engagement. 

Are  set  forth  in  a  way  that  is  plain  to  me 
That  the  last  of  your  thoughts  is  enleirgement. 

Thje  freshwater  man  and  the  man  with  the  fly 

Find  in  you  a  faithful  recorder ; 
And  all  doubtful  yarns  and  tales  that  are  high 

Are  expunged  by  the  "Jottmgs"  provider. 

The  homely  aquaria  presents  some  strange  facts. 

And  "  Washington  Dragnet  "  avers 
That  when  one  poor  fishy  with  fungus  made  tracks, 

The  others  were  quickly  in  tears. 

'Tis  remarkably  strange  that  the  people  who  fish 
Should  be  thought  to  pull  the  long  bow. 

Because  "  Washington  Dragnet "  records  in  the  Press 
Things  just  as  they  hap — don't  you  know! 

— Wing. 

[My  anonymous  contributor  "  Wing "  has  evi- 
dently weighed  well  the  remarks  which  followed  the 
"Grief-Stricken  Aquarium"  in  last  week's  issue. 
His  imaginative  "  flights "  are  over,  and  he  has 
descended  to  the  bed-rock  of  fact.  In  the  fore- 
going apology  he  makes  ample  amends  for  the 
doubt  thrown  upon  the  aquarium  incident,  and 
hails  "Dragnet"  once^more  "Washington" — aye, 
thrice  "  Washington."] 


The  following  is  a  description  of  the  souvenir  of 
the  reception  of  Admiral  Caillard  and  the  officers 
of  the  French  fleet  by  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 
The  souvenir  in  "  Commemoration  of  the  Reception 
of  Admiral  Caillard  and  the  Officers  of  the  French 
Fleet "  is  a  most  elaborate  and  interesting  volume, 
comprising  ten  views  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
reproduced  from  negatives  specially  taken  by  Sir 
Benjamin  Stone,  M.P.  Opposite  each  view  appears 
descriptive  matter  in  French,  the  letterpress  being 
tastefully  displayed  in  red  and  black.  The  binding 
is  most  artistic,  the  cover  of  white  vellum  being 
blocked  in  gold,  with  a  laced  design  surrounding 
the  inscription,  in  which  arc  included  the  arms  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  volume  has 
been  produced  by  Messrs.  Blades,  East,  and  Blades, 
of  23,  Abchurch-lane,  E.G. 


"  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  of  Nottingham,  fishing  at 
Gibraltar  Point,  has  caught  nearly  three  stones  of 
flounders — a  thing  without  parallel  in  the  armals  of 
piscatorial  exploits  of  Skegness  visitors.  The  feat 
is  a  subject  of  conversation  in  many  social  circles 
where  Nottingham  people  congregate."  [Which 
shows  that  Mr.  Spray  is  equally  at  home  at  sea.] 


Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  splendid 
lobster,  weighing  101b.  caught  off  the  New  Break- 
water at  Weymouth,  by  Mr.  Lewis,  of  London. 
The  feelers  of  the  fish  were,  on  measurement,  found 
to  be  1ft.  6j^in.  in  length,  aad  from  claws  to  tail 


2ft.  6|in.,  and  that  of  the  body  13^in.  The  bait 
used  was  a  piece  of  wrasse.  The  crustacean 
was  weighed  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Roberts,  chemist,  of 
Westham,  and  certified  by  Mr.  Bowles,  of  the 
Weymouth  Angling  Association.  Last  year  Mr. 
Lewis  took  the  B.S.A.S.  medal  for  the  largest 
wrasse  captured  during  the  season,  which  weighed 
4|lb.  _ 

Anglers  will  hear  with  regret  of  the  death,  on 
Aug.  13,  after  a  very  short  illness,  of  Michael  Rogan, 
senior,  fishing  tackle  maker,  of  Ballyshannon. 


In  the  United  Kingdom  we  now  eat  vastly  more 
fish  than  we  ate  fifteen  years  ago,  but  our  fish- 
mongers' bills  are  rather  less  than  they  used  to  be. 
In  1890  we  netted  off  our  coasts  12,768,892  cwts.  of 
fish,  whose  value  was  £6,333,432.  Last  year,  in 
spite  of  the  Dogger  Bank  incident,  we  garnered  in 
no  less  than  20,227,277  cwt.,  and  their  value  was 
estimated  at  £9,023,744.  And  this  is  to  make  no 
mention  of  salmon,  whelks,  or  oysters. 


"  Great  Scott  "  writes : — "  In  the  Chew,  at 
Keynsham,  in  Whitesmead,  on  Saturday,  an  otter^ 
(a  large  Chew  rat)  disturbed  some  of  the  officials  of 
the  Keynsham  Angling  Association  whilst  fishing. 
One  gentleman  fishing  caught  nearly  thirty  large 
fish,  and  says  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  otter  he 
would  have  landed  a  record  catch,  as  the  otter 
nearly  the  whole  afternoon  was  sitting  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  kept  making  a  dash  for  the  fish, 
diiving  them  from  his  bait." 


What  is  a  gentleman  ?  It  is  simply  this — a  man 
of  perfect  and  unsullied  honour.  No  man,  however 
fine  his  clothes,  or  elegant  his  manners,  can  be  a 
gentleman  unless  his  instinctive  sense  of  honour  is 
as  fine  as  "  the  ear  "  of  a  musical  composer,  who 
listens  to  musicians  who  play  his  own  works,  so 
that  he  could  not  do  a  dishonest,  a  mean,  or  cruel 
thing  for  the  whole  world.  He  will  not  be 
honourable  only  in  those  plainer  paths  over  which 
the  law  keeps  a  strict  watch.  Of  course,  he  will  pay 
his  debts,  and  forbear  to  lie  or  steal,  and  his  word 
is  as  good  as  oath  or  bond  could  be.  Being  decently 
honourable,  he  will  keep  his  given  promise  to  a  man 
and  his  troth-plight  to  a  girl.  He  knows  when  he 
may  give,  and  when  he  may  take ;  when  a  thing 
may  be  forgiven,  and  when  to  forgive,  or,  rather,  to 
forget,  would  be  an  eternal  stain  upon  his  honour. 
For  in  this  world  to  blot  out  some  memories  is  to 
blot  one's  own  life.  Not  that  a  man  need  seek 
revenge,  only  he  must  remember  that  he  may  not 
give  an  honourable  hand  to  be  clasped  by  one 
which  is  stained  with  dishonour. 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  writes : 
— "For  the  information  of  a  correspondent  whose 
name  I  have  forgotten  (having  mislaid  the  number 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  containing  his  letter),  I 
desire  to  say  that  if  he  will  come  on  here  at  the 
time  he  mentions  I  shall  be  happy  to  put  him  and 
his  friend  in  the  way  of  getting  the  coarse  fishing 
they  require  free,  and  if  they  be  shooting  men  they 
would  do  well  to  bring  their  breechloaders,  and 
they  can  likewise  snipe  and  wildfowl  in  abundance, 
also  jree,  together  with  excellent  private  accom- 
modation at  reasonable  cost.     Boats  and  good 

attendants,  etc.,  always  iri  readiness.    Mr.  is 

quite  welcome  to  write  to  me  for  full  particulars." 


North  Wolverhampton  Angling  Society. 

Our  annual  August  Bank  Holiday  contest  took 
place  at  Acton,  by  kind  permission  of  Lord  Hather- 
ton.  There  were  twenty  competitors,  and  the  total 
number  of  fish  taken  was  233.  The  prizes  were 
won  as  follows: — 1,  J.  Minshall  (lib.  9oz.);  2,  A. 
Willis ;  3,  F.  Croydon  ;  4,  J.  Holden  ;  5,  W.  Tandy  ; 
6,  W.  Head  ;  7,  J.  Hill ;  8,  W.  Hicken,  9,  B.  Good- 
man ;  10,  F.  W.  Whitehouse;  II,  A.  Nicholls  ;  12, 
R.  Davis. — S.  Whitehouse. 


Mr,  H.  Salinger  has  sent  us  a  prospectus  of  the 
forthcoming  Great  Yarmouth  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
It  extends  over  six  days — Wednesday,  Oct.  4,  to 
Monday,  Oct.  9.  Prizes  to  the  value  of  £65  will  be 
distributed  amongst  the  winners  in  the  various 
events,  all  of  which  are  elaborately  set  forth.  Tlie 
president  of  this  popular  society  is  the  popular 
Mayor  of  Yarmouth  (Alderman  A.  C.  Mayo).  For 
particulars  as  to  entries,  etc.,  every  information  will 
be  supplied  on  application  to  Captain  Graystone, 
38,  Crown-road,  Great  Yarmouth,  or  Mr.  W.  C. 
Steward,  35,  Hale  Plain,  Great  Yarmouth.  The, 
prizes  will  be  distributed  on  Monday  evening,  Oct. 
9,  by  the  Mayor,  at  Goode's  Hotel,  Marine  Paradej  (I 
Great  Yarmouth.  Dbaonet. 
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must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  Bir- 
mingham and  District  Angling  Association  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  Aug.  10,  when  the  full  details  of 
the  arrangements  of  the  annual  contest  were  placed 
before  the  notice  of  the  delegates.  The  contest  will 
be  fished  on  Sept.  ll^next  in  the  River  Thames,  at 
Abington,  under  the  Thames  Conservancy  rules. 
The  contest  is  only  open  to  the  members  of  the 
Association.  The  sum  of  £100  will  be  given  as 
prizes,  together  with  the  silver  challenge  cup 
and  diploma  ;  the  rules  and  contest  tickets 
are  being  sent  on  to  the  clubs.  No  contest 
tickets  can  be  obtained  after  the  night 
previous  to  the  contest  taking  place.  All  contest 
tickets  retained  after  this  night  wiU  be  charged 
for.  A  limited  number  of  saloons  will  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  clubs  at  a  charge  of 
lOs.  each.  Each  club  wishing  to  have  a  saloon 
must  guarantee  a  full  complement  of  passen- 
gers. The  times  of  the  trains  wUl  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  club  secretaries  at  an  early  date.  We 
have  had  some  fine  weather  for  angling,  and  our 
members  have  not  been  slow  to  avail  themselves  of 
getting  out,  and  I  am  pleeised  to  say  that  good 
sport  has  been  the  order  all  round.  Pool-fishing 
has  been  more  than  good,  roach,  perch,  bream, 
and  a  few  chub  have  been  taken,  and  a 
grand  lot  of  eels.  My  old  friend,  Mr.  W. 
Wamen,  had  a  good  catch  at  Earlswood  Reservoir, 
his  largest  eel  weighed  over  3Jlb.  ;  this  was 
taken  by  a  side-line.  Pool-fishing  at  Sutton  and 
other  local  pools  has  been  above  the  average,  in 
fact,  the  still  and  quiet  waters  have  yielded  better 
sport  than  has  been  known  for  some  years  past. 
Our  canals  have  been  fished  and  sport  all  round 
has  been  good,  the  canal  at  Alrewas  has  been  well 
patronised  and  sport  has  been  above  the  average  ; 
the  same  remark  applies  to  all  the  canals 
within  twenty  miles  of  the  centre  of  our  city. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  is  still  being  prosecuted  with  considerable 
vigour  in  the  Fen  district,  and  most  of  the  waters 
this  week  have  been  largely  visited.  The  Witham, 
of  coiirse,  has  come  in  for  the  greater  share  of  atten- 
tion, and  roach  fishing  has  been  attended  with  much 
success.  The  middle  aud  lower  reaches  have  probably 
yielded  the  best  results,  and  individual  rods  have 
creeled  301b.  and  upwards  in  a  single  day.  Equally 
satisfactory  sport  has  beenhadon  the  Welland,e3peci- 
ally  in  the  Deeping  distiict.  Here  some  angleis  have 
killed  as  many  as  seventy  brace  of  roach  in  a 
few  hours  by  using  creed  wheat  and  maggot  bait.  The 
most  successful  spoit  on  the  Forty-foot  continues 
to  be  had  on  the  lengths  below  Dowsby  and  Dunsby 
Fens.  Hereabouts  the  waters  are  in  splendid  con- 
dition for  roach  and  perch  fishing,  and  in  both 
departments  subscribers  are  daily  taking  good  fish. 
Amongst  smaller  fry  an  angler  killei  a  perch 
weighing  21b.  8oz.  on  Monday. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  changeable  during  the  past 
week  in  this  district ;  but  on  the  whole  anglers  have 
had  notliing  to  complain  of,  for  sport  has  been 
fairly  good  in  most  parts.  A  local  party  visited 
the  Derwent  last  week,  and  had  fairly  good  takes  of 
bream  and  roach,  and  two  nice  sized  barbel.  The 
River  Hull  continues  in  fair  good  trim,  and  from 
Wilfholme,  Arram,  and  GrovehUl  sjme  nice  catches 
of  roach  have  been  made,  and  oue  angler  fishing  with 
worms  at  Aike  Beckend  had  a  nice  basket  of  fish, 
including  Jorty  perch,  two  jack,  and  a  trout  of 
1  lb.  2^oz.  At  Leven  Lock  a  lew  nice  bream  have 
been  taken  with  maggot,  running  from  l^lb.  to 
31b.  each;  and  in  the  river,  just  below  the  lock, 
some  very  fair  catches  of  roach  have  been  made 
with  paste  fishing  ;  and  at  Arram  Beckend  a  local 
angler  secured  a  good  basket  of  roach  with 
pearl  barley.  The  Holderness  Angling  Association 
fished  their  third  match  this  season  at  Weelferry, 
in  stormy  weather,  consequently  sport  was  only 
poor  and  resulting  in  Mr.  C.  G.  Sprigg  winning  the 
firet  prize  with  oiily  1  lb.  4Joz.  The  Market  Weigh- 
ton  Canal  ia  in  much  better  trim  at  present,  and  local 
anglers  having  very  fair  sport  amongat  roach,  perch 
and  bream.  The  Worthington  Angling  Association 
r  bed  a  match  at  Newport,  Mi".  R.  H.  Barlow  weigh- 
in  51b.  3Joz.  for  first  prize,  being  closely  followed 
i>y  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall  with  .51b.  3oz.  for  second 
place.  The  Waltoniann,  of  Hull,  also  fished  a  match 
at  the  same  place,  Mr.  J.  Woollock  securing  the  first 
prize  with  21b.  13|oz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

As  I  surmised  last  week,  an  excellent  run  of  sea- 
trout  followed  the  little  rise  of  water  of  Aug.  10, 


and  the  August  moon  night  fishing  is  now  in  full 
swing  here.  By  far  and  away  tlie  best  lot  that  has 
come  under  my  notice  was  a  clinking  basket  of 
201b.  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  PoUitt  in  tho  Kent, 
in  the  private  water  of  Levens  Park  on 
the  night  of  Aug.  11.  These  fish  were  all 
creeled  between  9  and  10  p.m. — an  excellent 
hour's  work.  On  the  semi-public  waters  higher  up 
the  stream  some  fair  little  panniers  have  been  had. 
On  the  above  night  Mr.  Millburn  took  half  a  dozen  ; 
Mr.  Dawson  two,  one  21b.  ;  while  eight  was  my 
share.  The  following  evening  Mr.  Pennington  had, 
amongst  others,  one  of  2Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Daw.-^onone  of 
the  same  weight.  Mr.  Hayes  had  also  one  or  two.  On 
Aug.  141  took  eleven,  including  a  perfect  fish  of  3;Jlb., 
and  had  the  somewhat  rare  experience  of  hooking 
and  landing  two  at  the  one  time.  On  the  previous 
Thursday  another  grilse  fell.  It  was  a  5-pounder, 
and  was  taken  by  Mr.  Kellett  on  the  "  Waste,  '  on 
a  trout  rod  by  the  aid  of  Pennell  tackle.  Mr.  Lee 
has  had  a  few  good  lots  from  the  Lower  Levens 
water.  The  weather  seems  settled,  and  if  it 
remains  so  this  moon  should  fish  out  wtll. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE, 

On  Saturday  last  Leigh  and  Bedford  was  a  lively 
scene  amongst  anglers  with  an  All  England  match, 
which  attracted  an  entry  of  190.  The  headquarters 
of  the  club  were  besieged  with  aspirants  for  honours, 
and  the  sport  recorded  was  above  the  average. 
Many  systematically  run  down  canal  fishing, 
but  when  lloz.  takes  the  last  prize  in  a 
pegged-down  match  out  of  190  expert  canal 
rods  it  is  not  so  bad.  Again,  in  the  same 
canal,  Mr.  J.  Mullineaux  lands  home  with  a  roach 
18oz.,  amongst  other  good  fish,  and  his  club 
have  naturally  decided  to  fish  their  match  in  this 
water  to-day.  Mr.  A.  H.  Cross  is  returned  as  going 
strong  for  the  Stockport  County  Championship, 
being  run  heartily  but  not  dangerously  by  others. 
The  Bird  in  Hand  A.S.,  Farn worth, had  agood  time 
at  Astley  on  Aug.  12.  The  Little  Lover  centre  of 
the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  have  arranged  to 
fish  their  match  at  Astley.  To-day  the  Leigh 
Railway  A.S.  are  promoting  an  open  match  in  that 
district. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Welcomb  A.S.  have  had  a  distinct  loss  in  the 
painfully  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Hellicker.  He  was 
booked  for  a  holiday  in  Ireland  to  commence  to- 
day, but  fate  decreed  otherwise,  and,  instead,  his 
sorrowing  frieads  have  had  to  pay  the  last  tribute 
of  respect.  The  Hulme  Crowa  A.S.  on  Aug.  21  will 
select  a  water  and  arrange  details  for  their  next  con- 
test, which  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  this  city 
and  attracts  general  attention.  Our  locals  who  have 
been  away  for  the  Bank  Holiday  have  at  last  shown 
up  at  their  usual  haunts,  and  kindly  told  us  what 
they  did,  which  was  not  much.  Something  like  a  club 
contest  is  down  for  discussion  to-morrow,  and  for 
prizes  requires  beating.  The  Ashbury  Angling 
Society  will  go  to  Althorpe,  and  twenty-eight  prizes 
will  be  offered  in  value  upwards  of  £17.  It  is  very 
pleasing  to  hear  from  Mr.  Tom  Driver,  the  secretary 
of  the  C.P.A.A.,  that  their  canals  are  fishing  in 
good  form  at  several  centres. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  remains  very  low  and  bright,  and 
barbel  anglers  have  been  paying  increased  atten- 
tion to  their  favourite  runs  and  swims.  Few  fish 
have,  however,  been  landed.  Mr.  A.  Sewellhas  had 
four  or  five  from  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  Mr.  H. 
Walker  has  killed  three  on  the  Kelhara  Club  waters. 
Here  some  grand  lots  of  chub  have  been  obtained 
by  the  aid  of  the  wasp  grub,  or  rather  bunch  of 
grubs  impaled  on  fine  tackle.  Odd  barbel  have 
been  met  with  at  Wilford,  Averham,  and  Fiskerton, 
and  votaries  would  now  do  well  to  try  the  quarry 
with  greaves,  first  baiting  up  the  swim.  Stewed 
wheat  has  again  been  used  with  success  at  Cavendish 
Bridge  and  Shardlow,  where  eels  seem  to  abound  in 
considerable  numbers.  I  hear  that  the  popular 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Wellington  Society  (Mr.  Hairy  Spray) 
has  caught  in  one  day  over  four  stone  of  flounders 
in  the  Skegness  district.  Fly  fishers  have  creeled 
dace  and  chub  at  Clifton,  Wilford,  and  Hovering- 
ham.  Roach  have  certainly  shown  improved  sport 
to  the  maggot,  the  punt  anglers  in  the  city  waters 
having  done  remarkably  well. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

AU  our  rivers  and  streams  are  in  good  angling 
condition,  and  the  weather  good,  the  days  not  too 
bright,  and  the  nights  chilly,  yet  the  trout  are  not 
giving  much  sport,  even  in  water  where  they  really 
are.  Mr.  Thompson  had  a  fair  catch,  and  Messrs. 
L.  F.  Higgs,  J.  Jones,  Da  vies,  and  Hooper  had  a  few 
brace  of  nice  fish  each,  and  some  good  grayling 
were  taken  in  the  Teme  with  the  maggot.  There 
has  been  a  g^-eat  improvement  in  sport  among  the 


coarse  fish  all  round.  Mr.  A.  W.  Cale,  secre- 
tary of  the  Sabrina  Club,  had  a  large  creel 
full  of  bream,  caught  in  the  Avon  at  Per- 
shoro,  Mr.  H.  Smith  tlireo  bream,  91b.,  and  eighteen 
fine  roach,  near  Wyre ;  Messrs.  J.  Harris  and  .J. 
Thompson,  Fountain  club,  near  Deftord,  on  Thurs- 
day last  caught  136  fine  roach,  one  1  lb.  .5Joz.  Some 
capital  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Severn  above 
Worcester  :  at  Camp,  J.  Roberts  had  twenty-seven 
good  roach  and  chub  ;  at  the  Horse  Boat  Ferry, 
S.  Hill  had  three  bream,  8|lb.  ;  and  above,  another 
angler  caught  over  181b.  of  bream  ;  and  at  Linch- 
ford,  amongst  others,  a  bream,  .^^Ib.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son had  a  grand  catch  of  roach  which  were  exhibited 
and  filled  a  large  tray,  and  Mr.  H.  Cousens,  of  the 
York  House  club,  on  Monday  caught  forty  roach, 
and  on  Tuesday  thirty  more.  Some  fine  captures 
of  dace  with  the  fly  are  reported  from  the  Teme, 
the  Black  Gnat  the  favourite  lure. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Week-end  anglers  did  fairly  well  on  the  12th  inst. 
All  of  the  twenty-five  who  represented  the  York 
Leeman  Road  Working  Men's  Club  at  their  "  sweep  " 
at  Newton-on-Ouse  caught  fish.  J.  Parkins  weighed 
31b.  9oz. ;  J.  Winterbum,  second,  had  2lb.  l3joz. 
weight ;  and  G.  Parkinson's  lot  weighed  21b.  9oz. 
The  aggregate  weight  of  fish  caught  was  28lb.  7oz. 
Thirty-six  anglers  took  part  in  the  St.  Laurence 
(York)  Angling  Society's  second  match  at  New- 
ton -  on  -  Derwent.  The  leading  prizes  went  to 
W.  Dungall,  lib.  13oz.,  first;  A.  Metcalfe,  lib. 
ll^z.,  second;  T.  BuUmer,  lib.  7foz.,  third; 
whilst  specials  fell  to  A.  Shearsmith,  E.  Walls,  A. 
Jones,  C.  Reckitt,  T.  BuUmer.  Colonel  Dawnay 
permitted  the  Anglers'  Arms  A.  A.  to  fish  at 
Beningbrough  during  the  holiday,  when  big  catches 
were  made.  J.  W.  White  had  71b.  6^oz.  to  his 
credit,  and  R.  Lawson  61b.  6^oz.  ;  whilst  S.  Fawell 
was  the  winner  of  a  silver  medal  for  the  heaviest 
and  the  lightest  fish.  The  York  Cattle  Market  and 
Wool  Pack  Angling  Clubs  met  for  their  annual 
"  encoimter  "  at  Newton  on  August  12.  On  tha 
last  two  occasions  the  Wool  Packers  were  the 
victois.  The  losers  pay  for  supper ;  and  another 
feature  is  that  bjth  landlords  have  to  fish;  on  the 
third  occasion,  strange  to  say,  they  were  both  drawn 
together.  The  Cattle  Market  men  turned  tho 
tables  by  securing  141b.  9oz.  of  fish  against 
14lb.  Joz.  The  principal  catches  were  made  by  W. 
Smith,  2lb.  6|^oz. ;  A.  Harrison.  21b.  S^oz ;  Mr. 
Jackson,  1  lb.  12oz.,  and  the  total  weight  of  fish 
caught  was  281b.  9Joz.  Tne  York  Cocoa  Works 
held  their  last  match  of  the  season  at  Wheldrake 
when  a  very  fair  catch  resulted.  F.  Metcalfe  was 
first,  S.  Smith  second,  and  J.  Simpson  third.  The 
A.C.  of  the  York  branch  of  the  Irish  National 
League  gathered  the  other  night  at  headquarters  to 
receive  the  trophy  given  by  Messrs.  J ohn  Smith, 
of  which  they  were  winners  in  the  competition  of 
the  local  working  men's  clubs.  The  captain  of  the 
winning  team  received  the  cup,  and  also  presented 
silver  medals  to  the  winners  and  officials,  whilst 
A.  Corney  received  a  gold  medal,  having  secured 
the  highest  catch — 3lb.  2Joz. — and  thus  made  sure 
of  the  cup  and  medals. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Rain  has  fallen  and  sport  has  shown  a  general 
improvement,  but  at  many  places  further  improve- 
ment must  be  exhibited  before  matters  can  be 
considered  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  state.  AU  the 
rivers  needed  the  welcome  rain  very  much,  but 
many  of  them  are  again  running  too  low  to  give 
any  chances  of  sport.  The  regular  autumn 
floods  have  not  yet  taken  place — the  autumn  rains 
being  late  this  year,  comparatively  speaking. 
After  those  floods  sport  of  a  good  description 
should  be  had  on  all  the  principal  waters.  Sea 
angling  has  been  productive  of  generally  good  re- 
sults since  last  notes,  though  it  was  much  retarded 
on  some  days  by  roughish  weather  and  a  lumpy  sea. 
On  the  Atlantic  coast  rock-fishing  yielded  generaUy 
good  results.  Bass  fishing  on  the  shores  of  Cork 
and  Kerry  furnished  but  indifferent  sport,  though 
those  fish  are  very  numerous  in  those  parts  at  the 
present  time. 

North  of  Ireland, 

Since  last  notes  more  rain  fell,  which  suflRced  to 
keep  up  the  smaUer  streams,  but  the  large  rivers 
are  again  in  need  of  it.  White  trout  are  up  the 
Comber  and  otlier  co.  Down  rivers.  The  angling 
on  the  Mourne  was  not  so  good  this  week  owing  to 
the  falling  water  and  bright  weather.  The  supply 
of  salmon  seems  to  be  fair  in  the  pools  about 
Newtown  Stewart.  The  flax-water  poUution  is  not  so 
bad  this  year.  Trouting  on  the  tributaries  is  rather 
dull,  and  the  same  applies  to  the  numerous  streams 
on  the  Antrim  coast,  a  number  of  which  are  in 
private  hands.  The  flax- water  plague  is  being  felt 
in  this  locality  now  that  the  water  ia  low. 
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DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

KINLOCH-RANNOCH. 

First  Class  Tourist  and  Anglers'  Hotel. 
Close  to  Loch  Rannoch  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  Eiver  Tummel.  Free  Fishing  and 
Boats  on  Loch  and  Eiver,  of  which  the 
largest  stretch  in  the  district  is  in  con- 
nection with  this  Hotel.  Moderate 
Terms.  Posting  at  Struan  and  Kinloch- 
Bannoch. 

Telegrams :  "  Dunalastair  Hotel." 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanupe,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SMANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.    Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also.— Address, 
S.  J.  HuBLEY,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

BentUnit  Middlesex^ 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Freih  stocked.  860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Goi)d  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
Trams  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  Fish 

Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  e  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Rudd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 


Gudgeon,  i  Inch, 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  I'&ll 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.   ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 


HE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 

The  Gweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Anuie.  Comfortal)le  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  banks  of  the  Gweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Lough  Anure,  and  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
50s.  weekly.  Fishing  25s.  weekly,  40«.  fort- 
nightly, 60s.  monthly,  (irilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.  8,000  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  12th  August.    Apply — 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  Donegal. 
Teleavams  :  "  IIotki.  Crolly,  Gwkkdouk." 


IVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivera  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf ; 
Billiards.  , 
0.  W.  N  ELDER,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  CuUen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5».  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


The  "Dapping"  Season  is  not 
yet  over. 

THE  FINEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM 

Irt-ifts  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
shallows.  Nearly  70,000  acres  of  deep-water 
tislung  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Under  New 
Management ;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
Batlis  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Tariff . 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery  ;  bracing 
air  ;  only  4t  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Desciiptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  applic:ation  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing"  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Pishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.' — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY, 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL. 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  GhiUies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  " Hotel  Habeis.'" 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First- Claan,      Choicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY, 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Family  and  Tourist  Hotel. 
Saknon  Pishing  for  October.—  Apply, 
Chisholm,  Proprietor. 

Telephone.  No.  087. 
Telegrams,  "Chishoi.m,  Banff." 


TROUT  &  GRAYLING  FISHING 
IN  THE  BLACK  FOREST. 

The  best  Trout  Fishing  in  Germany  is  in  the 
River  Wutacli  in  the  Black  Forest.  In  September 
and  October  Grayling  Fishing  is  very  interest- 
ng.  Visitors  staying  at  the  H6tel  Bad  Boll 
nay  fish  25  miles  of  water.  This  hotel  is  most 
itautifully  situated  in  the  midst  of  forest,  and 
tfei-s  every  comfort.— For  ])articulars  apply  to 
P.  BORGNER, 

HOTEL  BAD  BOLL, 

Bei  Bonndorf,  Baden,  Black  Fc-est. 


Comfortable  Private  Home 

Neab  River. 


MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  A  BANN  BROWN  TROUT, 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appoint- 
ments up-to-date.  Billiards,  Boats, 
Vehicles,  &c.  New  Pish  Hatchery  in 
operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10« 
per  week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets 
£1  Is. ;  Daily,  5s.  Boat  and  Man,  5s 
per  day.  Cheaper  Angling  terms  on 
Upper  Water. — Address,  Manageress 


TROUT  FARM 
AND  FISHING  LAKE 


Will  any  sporting  gentleman,  disposed 
to  take  shares  in  an  old-established 
Trout  Farm,  with  a  view  also  to 
developing  a  good  Fishing  Lake  near 
London,  communicate  with  "  Spouts 
MAN,"  8,  Hillcrest  Road,  Upper  Syden 
ham. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  I  a  doz.  for  68. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jobn  mriiite  Ac  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


GOOD  FISHING 

AND  BOATS  FREE. 

Apply  to  Mr.  DUCKER,  Great  Paxton, 
St.  Neots,  Hunts. 


GOOD . . 


FREE 


FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  acconiinodatioti. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  8CARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Huats. 


CO.  DONEGAL. 
WANTED, 

TWO  OR  THREE  RODS 

To  join  Advertiser,  for  16  days'  Salmon 
and  White  Trout  Fishing  on  one  of  the 
best  rivers  in  the  county. — Particulars 
from  "  H.,"  Florence  Villa,  Vincent  Road, 
West  Green,  Middlesex. 


WESTMORELAND. 


2  OR  3  RODS  WANTED 

To  complete  small  fishing  club.  Lake 
excellently  stocked  with  Rainbows  and 
Brown  Trout,  averaging  2  lbs.  each 
Good  river  fishing;  Trout  and  Salmon. 
August,  September,  and  October,  best 
months. — Apply,  C.  W.  Wilson,  Rig 
maden  Park,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


FOR  SALE. 

Vols.  6  to  26  FISHING  GAZETTE, 
unbound.  Vols.  27  to  34  ditto,  newly 
bound.  Vols.  35  to  49  ditto,  unbound 
Single  numbers  from  Jan.  7th  to  June 
17th,  1905,  unbound.  What  offers? 
Apply  Mrs.  Abbs,  285,  Bradford  Road, 
Nr.  Huddersfield. 


The 


JUST  PrBLISHED. 
'  Trent  Otter's "  New  Book  on 


ROACH  AND  BREAM  FISHING  IN 
MAN>Y  WATERS. 

The  most  (lomplete  Book  that  has  ever  been 
penned,  on  every  method  of  taking  Roach  and 
Bream,  with  rod  and  line,  from  River,  Lake, 
Stream,  Drain,  and  Canal.  With  full  page 
Illustrations  of  well-known  places  on  the 
Thames,  Ivel,  Blackwater,  and  the  Great  Onse. 
I.SO  pages  of  Practical  Hints,  innumerable  and 
invaluable. 

Every  Angler  should  have  a  copy.  Stiff  paper 
covers,  1/-  each,  postage  2d.  extra.  In  cloth 
extra  bound,  1/6  ;  per  post  3d.  extra. 

From  the  Author,  .1.  W.  MARTIN, 
8,  Seymour  St.,  Euston  SyoARE,  London,  N.W. 

Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  and  Tackle  ;  every  re 
(|uisite  for  successful  angling.  Catalogues  and 
Illustrated  Circulars,  giving  full  particulars 
post  free  to  any  address. 


<3- Zl  »r  V  X.  3E1  s . 

Very  luge.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  tor  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  Bupplted.— Apply  (or  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEBSQILL,  U,  Market  Place,  Kelghley, 
York. 


FOE,  AN 


DEAL  SUMMER  HOLIDAY 


SELECT  THE 


NORTH  OF  IRELAND, 

I  it,  THE  MIDLAND  EAILWAY 
and  HEYSHAM. 


BRACING  CLIIUATE. 

The  Coasts  of  Antrim,  Derry,  and  Donegal 
front  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  air  is  in- 
vigorating, and  the  temperature  mild  ami 
e({Uable. 

IVIAGNIFICENT  SCENERY. 

Rivers  and  Glens,  Mountains  and  Cliffs, 
Lough  and  Sea  Coast. 

GOLF  LINKS 

A tPortrush (Cham pionsliip  Course),  Greenis- 
land.  Island  ilagee  (Larne  Harbour),  Ballv- 
castle,  Poitstewart,  Castlerock,  Magilligan 
Point,  Buncrana,  Portsaloii,  Kosapenna. 

TRAVEL  IN  COMFORT. 

By  the  new  route,  via  Heysham,  passengers 
have  the  advantage  of  the  fastest  and  most 
up-to-date  Steamers.  Dining  Car  Express 
Trains  between  principal  towns  and  cities  in 
England  and  Heysham  Harbour.  Trains  run 
alongside  the  Steamers.  Luggage  trans- 
ferred free  of  charge. 

DAILY  SAILINGS  (Sundays -excepted). 

HEYSHAM   dep.  ll.Op.nj. 

BELFAST  (Donegal  Quay)  ..    ..  arr.  5.30  a.m. 

  Satys. 

BELFA.ST  (Donegal  (iuay)dep.9.0p.m,  11.30  p  in. 
HEYSHAM   arr.  4.25a.m.   7.0  a.m. 

CHEAP  TICKETS. 

Holders  of  Midland  Tourist  'I'ickets  can 
(jlitain  at  the  Company's  Belfast  and  other 
Ortlces  Cheap  Eight-Day  Contract  Tickets  at 
nominal  rates,  entitling  them  to  travel  ovei- 
300  miles  of  the  best  Tourist  Country  in 
Ireland. 

HOTELS. 

The  Company's  Hotels  at  Belfast  and  Port- 
rush  are  close  to  the  railway  station.  Tariff 
moderate. 

INFORIVIA  TION 

Respecting  Tickets.Reserved  Compartments, 
Conveyance  of  Luggage  in  Advance,  BERTHS 
on  Steamers,  dc,  will  be  promptly  given  on 
application  to  any  Midland  Station  Master, 
Agent,  or  District  Superintendent,  or  to 
Mr.  J.  Elliott,  Superintendent  of  the  Line, 
Derby.  ' 

JOHN  MATHIESON,  General  Manager. 
Da-hj),  1905. 


DALY'S  THEATRE, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

TO-NIGHT  and  EVERY  EVENING,  8.15. 
MATINEE  EVERY  SATURDAY,  2.30 

Produced  by  Mr.  GEORGE  EDWARDES. 

THE   LITTLE  MICHUS. 

By  A.  Vanloo  and  G.  Duval. 
Music  by  Andke  Messagkr. 
Adapted  for  the  English  Stage  by 

HENRY  HAMILTON. 

Lyrics  by  Perot  Greenbank. 

Mr.  Robert  Evett, 
.  Mr.  W.  LOUIS  Brapfield, 
Mr,  JAME.S  Blakeley, 
Mr.  AMBROSE  Manning, 
Mr.  Willie  Warcb, 
and 

Sir.  Gborqe  Graves, 

Miss  AMY  AUGARDE, 

Miss  Lily  Elsie, 
Miss  GjiACiE  ST.  George, 
Miss  Nina  Sevenino, 
and 

(the  little  Michus) : 
Miss  Adrienne  Augardk, 
Miss  Mabel  Green. 


Box-office  ten  till  ten.  Boxes  2*  to  5  gns. ; 
stalls,  10*.  6d.  ;  balcony,  7s.  W.  :  upper  circle 
(front),  6s.,  other  rows,  is. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  Wilson. — "Angling  and  How  to  Angle"  (price 
one  shilling)  is  published  by  Frederick  Warne  and 
Co..  Bedford-street,  Strand,  W.C. 

H.  G.  W.  AND  oiHERS. — "  Roach,  Rudd,  and 
Bream  Fishine  in  Many  Waters,"  by  J.  W.  Martin, 
is  published  by  Albert  Frost  and  Sons,  Rugby. 
Price  one  shilling.  • 

George  Brewis. — Your  line  must  have  been 
badly  waterproofed,  for  two  weeks'  fishing  should 
not  "have  caused  the  waterproofing  material  to 
come  off.  Try  some  deer  fat,  mutton  fat,  or 
Ceroleum.   


letters  to  the  l£bitor» 

'  [We  do  not  hold  ourselves  respo7isihle  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our'  Correspondents.^ 

FISHING  AT  ARDARA. 

Deab  Sir, — Partly  owing  to  the  recent  article  by 
"  E.  S.  S."  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  fishing  at 
Ardara,  I  wired  the  Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel  people 
asking,  "Are  white  trout  plentiful?"  The  reply 
came  back  to  me  at  Lough  Melvin — "  River  well 
stocked  with  white  trout;  writing. — McNelis." 
The  letter,  however,  did  not  arrive  at  Stranorlar  (to 
which  station  I  wired  again  for  it  to  be  sent)  in 
time  for  me  to  get  it  without  wasting  a  day,  so  I 
elected  to  go  to  Ardara  and  see  for  myself.  I  am 
wondering  how  best  to  prove  if  the  information 
sent  was  correct  or  believed  to  be  correct.  I  went 
into  the  bar,  and  whUst  there  casually  inquired 
whether  the  white  trout  had  come  up  yet,  and  was 
given  to  understand  they  had  not.  The  gentleman 
staying  there  told  me  he  had  fished  for  four  days 
in  the  river  without  getting  a  fish. 

I  watched  the  water  for  an  hour,  and  only  saw 
some  few  tiny  trout  rising  and  sometimes  jumping 
out  (sprat  size,  and  apparently  brown  trout). 

All  I  can  leam  in  the  district  was  that  there  had 
been  little  fishing  there  for  years  past,  and,  if  so, 
it  seems  a  shame  to  induce  people  to  go  and  spoil 
their  holidays  at  such  a  place.  I  was  myself  so 
disgusted  that  I  came  away  by  the  next  train. 

There  may  be  good  fishing  in  the  lakes  near,  but 
I  inquired  for  white  trout,  and  since  I  am  not  very 
likely  to  go  there  again,  my  only  object  is  to  at  any 
rate  try  to  straighten  the  matter  so  that  others 
may  be  induced  to  go,  or  be  deterred  from  going, 
as  the  case  may  warrant. — Yours  faithfully, 

Chesham,  Bucks.  Sydney  Cheeld. 

[I  sincerely  hope  that  Mr.  McNelis  will  be  able 
,  satisfactorily  to  explain  how  it  was  that  he  told 
"  Mr.  Cheeld  the  river  was  well  stocked  with  white 
trout  if  such  was  not  the  case.  In  his  article  on 
Ardara,  "E.  S.  S.,"  it  seemed  to  me,  did  all  he 
could  as  regards  the  sea-trout  fishing  to  prevent 
visitors  being  disappointed  by  saying  that  anglers 
should  find  out  from  Mr.  McNelis,  who,  he  said, 
would  not  deceive  them,  the  state  of  the  water 
before  going  there,  as  if  it  is  low  you  "might 
as  well  fish  in  the  road."  In  any  case,  I  join 
Mr.  Cheeld  in  hoping  that  the  matter  may  be 
straightened  out  so  that  anglers  may  know  the 
truth.  It  is  only  fair  to  point  out  that  many,  if 
not  most,  of  the  best  fLshing  places  in  the  United 
Kingdom  have  proved  perfect  failures  this  season. 
For  instance,  I  went  to  Ireland  to  fish  the  Bann  for 
grilse  iMt  month,  and  fished  hard  for  nine  days  for 
one  fish.  Yet  the  river  was  full  of  them.  The 
'  water  was  nearly  a  foot  lower  than  it  should  have 
been,  and  was  moreover  warm  and  stale — there 
had  been  no  flood  for  months.  If  the  water  had 
been  right  we  should  have  had  good  sport.  Even 
'  the  celebrated  Bann  trout  were  not  feeding.  At 
the  moment  of  writing  this  note  the  opinions  of 
four  anglers  I  have  heard  from  on  Ardara  are 
absolutely  contradictory — two  are  disgusted,  and 
two  who  have  known  it  some  years  say  it  is  all 
right  when  the  water  is  right. — Ed.] 

WHY  SHOULD  IT  BE  "  FLY  ONLY  "  ? 
Dear  Sir, — Sir  H.  Maxwell's  statement  that 
"  minnow  fishing  has  deteriorated  the  trouting  on 
Loch  Leven"  has  been  pronounced  at  rather  an 
unfortunate  time  for  his  conclusions,  as  by  late 
reports  the  trouting  on  Loch  Leven  has  been  excel- 
lent.   I  think  these  would-be  killers  of  minnow  and 
bait  fishing  should  not  take  such  an  exclusive  view 
f  what  is  fair  play.    Firstly,  why  do  we  fish  at 
ill?    Is  it  to  catch  fish  or  not  ?    If  to  catch  fish, 
then  we  use  the  most  likely  ways  and  means  (legal) 
to  do  so,  and  in  so  doing  we  study  the  food  of  the 
fLsh  we  wish  to  snare.    What  comprises  this  food  ? 
Well,  a  multitude  of  things.  Minnows,  worms  of  all 
kinds,  flies,  etc.    Why  should  an  angler  be  con- 
demned to  only  use  one  natural  food  for  this 
'  pnrpoBe  ?    Can  anyone  answer  this,  and  not  show 
a  selfish  motive  and  one  devoid  of  coramon-sense  ? 
Again,  in  most  cases  it  is  found  that  those  who 


would  like  to  restrict  all  fishing  to  the  one  bait — 
"  the  fly  " — are  no  minnow  fishers — that  is,  they 
have  not  or  cannot  attain  to  this  branch  of  the 
science  in  angling,  arid  when  they  see  a  brother 
angler  (should  we  say  "  brother  "  under  these  circum- 
stances ?)  successful  with  his  art  in  catching  fish, 
because  he  understands  it,  they  try  to  obstruct 
by  sundry  insidious  means  his  method  for  success. 

I  think  true  anglers  will  agree  that  such  tactics 
will  be  most  heartily  condemned  by  all  who  have  a 
sense  of  justice.  The  overhand  casting  (or  over- 
head) of  most  tyros  of  minnow  fishing  no  doubt 
disgusts  many  an  angler,  as  it  is  a  way  more  con- 
ducive than  any  to  frighten  even  a  whale,  not  to 
mention  the  strain  to  top  joint  and  tackle,  and 
pray,  how  could  such  casting  be  practised  in  a 
bushed  stream  like  the  Devon  streams,  where  the 
miimow  fisher  is  an  expert  ? 

Has  Sir  H.  Maxwell  or  others  ever  trolled  or 
spun  or  dragged  a  fly  or  flies  astern  a  boat  on  a 
loch  or  stream  ?  Can  he  or  others  say  where  the 
difference  lies  between  a  fly  and  a  minnow  in  such 
case  ?  I  can  quite  understand  that  the  continued 
boating  over  the  waters  of  a  loch,  unless  of  great 
extent,  must  tend  to  render  fish  very  shy  in  rising 
— the  splashing  and  tomboy  rowing  of  many  an 
oarsman  also  produces  fright,  and,  no  doubt,  a  sorry 
exhibition  for  the  trout  or  other  fish.  But  the 
causes  of  non-rising  are  multifarious. — Yours 
truly.  Bluebottle. 

[It  seems  to  me  it  is  not  a  question  of  selfishness 
or  want  of  skill  at  all  as  far  as  Sir  Herbert  Max- 
well's suggestion  is  concerned.  The  question  is, 
what  caused  the  deterioration  of  Loch  Leven 
angUng,  and  Sir  Herbert  said  he  considered  it  was 
the  constant  trailing  of  spirming  baits  over  the 
loch,  and  many  other  anglers  share  his  view. — Ed.] 

"  BITE-NOT." 

Dear  Mr.  Marston^ — I  am  glad  to  see  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  August  12  you  mention  Mr. 
Dunning's  "Bite-Not."  It  is  a  curious  name,  but 
I  find  the  article  fully  justifies  the  same. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  fishing  expedition  in 
the  Dysynni,  where  I  had  excellent  sport  with  the 
sea-trout,  although  the  water  was  rather  low.  The 
first  day  I  was  perfectly  surrounded  with  small 
gnats  or  mosquitoes.  My  usual  application  of 
"Homocea"  and  other  patent  preventives  seemed 
to  have  no  other  effect  than  to  induce  a  host  more 
to  come  and  feast.  On  the  following  day — it  was 
very  bright  and  hot — on  arriving  at  the  river  bank, 
I  found,  if  anything,  a  larger  number  of  these  pests, 
but  after  an  apphcation  of  "Bite-Not"  they  all 
seemed  to  decide  that  I  was  not  a  fit  or  proper 
person  to  feed  upon,  and  so  vanished. 

I  know  nothing  at  all  about  the  ingredients  of 
this  preparation,  nor  have  I  any  interest  in  it  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  but  I  can  say  this,  that  so 
far  I  have  found  it  the  very  best  material  I  have 
ever  used  (and  I  have  used  many)  for  keeping  all 
kinds  of  insects  away. — With  kind  regards,  I  am, 
very  sincerely  yours,  Alfred  Wllliams. 

THE  "SUN  AND  PLANET"  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  constantly  used  a  Malloch's 
"Sun  and  Planet"  reel  {5in.)  for  the  last  sixteen 
years,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is 
quite  the  best  kind  of  reel  I  have  ever  used.  It  has 
been  subjected  to  very  rough  work,  but  has  never 
failed  me,  and  it  recovers  the  Une  more  quickly 
than  any  other  reel  I  have  ever  seen. — Yours  truly, 

R.  T.  Annan. 


THE  "TOD"  FLY. 
Dear  Sir,  — Mr.  Robert  Turnbull,  of  10-12, 
Hanover-street,  Edinburgh,  having  sent  me  his 
new  catalogue,  I  asked  him  to  dress  me  a  dozen  of 
the  "  Tod  Fly  which  he  had  placed  upon  his  list, 
and  to  dress  the  wings  as  I  now  prefer  them  dressed 
— that  is,  tied  in  a  bunch  and  split — divided  by  the 
silk  thread  into  two.  Having  submitted  them  to 
you,  first,  I  desire  to  voice  your  own  verdict,  and 
in  your  own  words — namely,  "  Turnbull's  flies  are 
A  1  "  !  Several  of  my  angling  friends  swear  by  his 
flies,  and  I  am  glad  to  add  my  testimony  to  theirs. 
He  is  a  fair  dealing  man,  and  is  very  obliging. 
Besides"  these  qualities  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
he  is  a  good  practical  angler,  which  means  much. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


!:  "  TWO  RIVERS  IN  NASSAU." 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  your  remarks  in  the  last 
paragraph  of  your  notes  in  last  week's  Fishing 
Gazette.  Referring  to  my  articles  on  "  Two  Rivers 
in  Nassau,"  I  should  like  to  say  that  since  I  wrote 
them  I  find  that  the  Aar  at  Langenschwalbach  is 
very  much  deteriorated.  It  is  apparently  insuffi- 
ciently stocked,  the  fish  put  in  too  small,  and 
not  enough.  Also  owing  to  mills,  etc.,  the  river 
is  not  the  size  it  used  to  be,  and  spoilt  by  drainage. 


etc.,  and  the  wowl-i,  s<;(lt.'<  s,  etc.,  allowed  to  grow 
too  thickly  for  suclj  u  small  river. 

Referring  to  the  Dorsbach  at  Katzenelnbogen 
the  lower  part  i.s  now  rented  by  Herr  Kossler,  of 
Hohenstein,  from  whom  leave  may  b«  obtained  by 
visitors  to  his  hotel.  The  upper  part  l>elonging  to 
the  Over  Forester  of  the  District  is  now  no  good  for 
those  staying  at  Bromser's  Hotel,  Katzenelnbogen, 
as  Herr  Bremser  is  no  longer  on  good  terms  with 
the  Over  Forester.  These  coirections  rnay  bo  of 
use  to  you,  for  another  year.—  Yours  truly,  ' 

R.  W.  Veknon.  , 


MINNOW  V.  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  be  ''permitted  to  cordially 
endorse  all  that  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and  "  Bene 
quia  Recte  "  have  said  with  regard  to  minnow  v. 
fly.  Mr.  Ernest  Phillips  seems  to  me  to  regard  the 
average  standard  of  aVjility  ia  minnow  fishing  to  be 
much  higher  than  it  is.  From  my  own  experience 
I  consider  it  far  easier  to  become  tolerably  expert 
at  casting  a  fly  than  to  attain  the  same  proficiency 
with  a  minnow.  And  whether  an  expert  or  not,  the 
number  of  fish  hooked  and  lost  on  the  minnow,  as  a 
rule,  is  very  much  greater  than  with  the  fly.  Add 
to  this  that  a  good  "  jab  "  from  a  Devon,  with  its 
four  triangles  backed  by  far  heavier  tackle,  must  be 
much  more  disturbing  to  a  fish  than  the  prick  of  a 
fly.  "Bene  quia  Recte  "  has  so  ably  discussed  the 
comparative  disturbance  created  by  mirmow  and 
fly  that  it  seems  useless  to  pursue  that  point 
further.  His  remarks  refer  almost  solely  to  river 
fishing.  Sir  H.  Maxwell  raised  the  question  of  the 
effects  of  minnow  fishing  on  lakes.  Even  on  the 
larger  Irish  and  Scotch  lakas,  where  trolling  a  bait 
behind  the  boat  has  of  recent  years  been  so  exten- 
sively indulged  in,  it  is  not  at  all  certain  that  it 
does  not  have  a  very  injurious  effect  on  the  fly 
fishing.  I  have  seen  the  boats  trolling  not  in  the 
deep  water,  where,  if  anywhere,  it  should  be  allowed, 
but  right  on  the  shallow  shoie  drifts,  with  the  result 
that  the  minnow  pricks  or  captures  fish  which  would 
otherwise  be  left  to  take  their  chance  with  the  fly. 
It  is  an  open  question  whether  this  most  im^kilful 
form  of  trout  fishing  does  not  prejudice  the  fly  fish- 
ing and  constitute  the  chief  cause  for  the  deteriora- 
tion of  sport  with  the  fly  on  many  lakes. 

But  when  we  look  at  England,  where  the  trout 
lakes  are  mostly  artificial  reservoirs,  we  find  it  a 
generally  acknowledged  fact,  and  trolling  is  accord- 
ingly strictly  prohibited.  There  is  no  doubt  either 
that  spinning  a  mirmow  in  such  waters,  either  from 
the  bank  or  boat,  is  a  bar  to  successful  fly  fishing. 
As  a  rule,  anyone  who  can  pay  the  price  for  a  day's 
fishing  can  have  a  try,  and  there  is  always  a  time 
on  any  averagely  well-stocked  lake  when  the  fish  go 
for  a  minnow  directly  it  passes  their  vision.  The 
number  of  fish  pricked  at  these  times,  even  by  a 
skilful  performer,  is  appalling,  while  the  duffer,  and 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  latter  species  is 
always  by  far  the  most  numerous,  not  only  pricks 
many  fish  but,  if  the  trout  run  large,  leaves  his 
tackle  in  them.  I  have  seen  fish  taken  out  of  such 
lakes  with  flights  of  hooks  in  them,  with  their  mouths 
torn  to  pieces,  and  in  two  cases  a  large  part  of  their 
gill  covers  wrenched  off.  Anyone  who  has  seen  the 
force  with  which  some  anglers  strike  their  fish  when 
spinning,  cannot  be  surprised  at  such  things  happen- 
ing to  the  trout,  the  marvel  being  that  the  fisherman 
lands  anything  at  all. — Yours  truly, 

I^M.  R.  L.  White. 

THE  ETHICS  OF  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — The  question  whether  at  any  par- 
ticular period  of  the  year  the  worm  is  or  is  not  a 
legitimate  and  sportsmanlike  lure  to  use  appears  to 
me  to  depend  upon  the  question  whether  its  use  is 
or  is  not  selfish  and  prejudicial  to  the  sport  of 
others. 

Now,  I  have  always  understood  (and  my  own 
small  experience  bears  this  out)  that  a  fly  fisherman 
following  another  at  a  short  interval  of  time  has  a 
fair  chance,  but  that  a  fly  fisherman  following  a 
worm  fisherman  the  same  day  finds  the  fish  in  a 
state  of  nerves  and  agitation  which  render  his 
chances  small. 

If  this  is  so  and  the  fish  are  in  any  case  off  the 
fly,  as  in  late  June,  no  one  is  injured,  but  if  by 
fishing  with  the  worm  at  a  time  when  the  fish  will 
take  the  fly  readily  an  angler  spoils  and  risks 
spoiling  the  sport  of  a  number  of  brother  anglers 
for  the  day,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  for  him 
to  contend  that  he  is  doing  a  sportsmanlike  thing. 
— Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 


FISH  TAKES  TWO  ARTIFICIAL  FLIES.  ' 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  might  interest  you. 
On  Monday,  Aug.  7,  I  was  fishing  with  a  Red 
Palmer  as  end  fly  and  a  Black  Palmer  for  dropjjer. 
I  hooked  and  landed  a  |lb.  trout.  I  found  he  had 
taken  end  fly  (Red  Palmer),  but  saw  a  piece  of  gut 
sticking  out  of  bis  mouth  with  the  Black  Palmer 
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attached,  which  I  am  certain  was  mine.  I  am 
quite  sure  the  Black  Palmer  was  on  my  line  before 
the  cast,  and  there  was  only  one  rise,  and  yet  both 
flies  were  well  inside  the  mouth.  The  fish  got  into 
some  weeds,  but  why  he  should  take  two  flies  I 
do  not  know. — Yours  truly,  Walter  G.  Pink. 
[This  is  certainly  unusual. — Ed.] 


FISHIKG  IN  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  AND 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 
DeaA  Sir. — Will  some  correspondent  kindly  in- 
form me  which  part  of  the  counties  above  mentioned 
trout  fishing  in  small  streams  is  obtainable  ?  Alsa 
the  names  of  comfortable  inn  or  farm-house  to  stay 
at,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly,  R. 


FISHING  AT  SEASCALE. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  writing  under 
date  July  22,  with  reference  to  free  fishing  from 
Seascale,  states  that  permits  may  be  obtained  on 
the  various  rivers  in  the  district.  As  the  writer 
knows  that  many  applications  for  permits  have 
been  refused,  your  correspondent's  statement  may 
lead  to  considerable  disappointment  to  anglers. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  Kennington. 


••THE  RIGHT  TO  FISH  FOR  SALMON  IN 

THE  SCOTTISH  SEAS." 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  "  Occasional  Notes  "  in  your 
issue  of  August  12  I  observe  you  refer  to  "  The 
Right  to  Fish  for  Salmon  in  the  Scottish  Seas,"  and 
advert  to  the  fact  that  this  question  has  been 
touched  upon  and  placed  before  your  readers 
previously,  but  not  "settled,"  vide,  for  instance, 
the  Fishing  Oazette  of  Nov.  26,  Dec.  10  and  24, 
1904.  This,  as  some  of  your  readers  well  know,  is 
a  question  which  appeals  so  forcibly  to  every 
angler's  sense  of  his  "rights,"  that,  as  with  other 
kindred  questions,  some  "  settling "  of  it  will  be 
required  before  peace,  absolute  peace,  reigns  in  the 
angling  world.  Indeed,  a  glorious  opportunity 
awaits  the  luminary  who  will,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  angler,  tackle  and  shed  his  light  on  the 
Laws  of  Scottish  Fishing  in  presenting  them  in  a 
treatise,  devoid  of  all  legal  garnishings,  bo  that  he 
who  runs  may  read  and  understand.  I  do  not  liold 
an  exequatur,  but  a  bald  statement  of  some  of  the 
more  salient  features  of  the  law  on  this  subject,  as 
I  have  gleaned  them,  may  not  come  amiss,  briefly 
btated. 

1.  The  Bight  to  Fish  for  Salmon  belongs  to  the 
Crown  as  a  patrimonial  or  hereditary  possession. 

(a)  It  does  not  belong  to  the  Crown  in  trust  for 
the  public  as  in  the  case  of  "  white  "  fishing. 

(6)  The  right  is  not,  however,  to  the  fish  itself — 
its  body. 

2.  The  Right  to  Fish  extends  to  all  rivers  and 
estuaries,  and  hkewise  to  a  distance  of  "  a  cannon- 
shot"  from  the  shore,  now  more  commonly  referred 
to  as  the  "  three-mile  limit." 

1  (o)  The  "limit"  in  the  case  of  a  bay  or  estuary 
of  a  river  is  counted  from  the  outmost  headlands, 
or  a  line  between  them. 

3.  The  Right  to  Fish  is,  and  has  been,  administered 
for  the  Crown  by  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests,  in  Edinburgh,  since  1832  ;  previously  by 
the  Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 

1  ^  4.  The  Right  to  Fish  may  be  divested  from  the 
Crown — that  is,  it  may  divest  the  right  from  itself 
— by  grant  or  charter,  or  by  lease. 

(a)  No  person,  or  proprietor  of  adjoining  land, 
unless  possessing  a  written  title,  has  any  right  to 
fish. 

5.  The  Right  to  Fish  covers  in  the  case  of  the 
Crown's  ownership  aU^  known  legal  means  of 
"  taking  "  fish. 

'  (a)  It  does  not  cover — where  the  fishing  right  is 
held  by  a  member  of  the  public  or  owner — illegal 
methods;  hence  the  frequent  litigation  or  prose- 
cution of  proprietors  and  leaseholders. 

6.  The  Right  to  Fish,  besides  salmon,  includes  the 
other  anadromous  fish,  as  'grilse,  sea-trout,  bull- 
trout, smolts,  parr,  and  other  migratory  fish  of  the 
salmon  kind." 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  remark  the 
definition  of  "salmon"  in  the  Bill  (Salmon 
Fisheries,  Scotland)  introduced  and  read  last  week 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Marquis  of  Liri- 
lithgow,  and  a  rather  c  irious  phrase  which  is 
tagged  to  it.  As  the  definition  is  more  compre- 
hensive than  that  above,  it  may  be  permissible  to 
give  it  verbatim  : — 

"  Salmon  shull  in  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts 
mean  and  include  salmon,  grilse,  sea-trout,  bull- 
trout, herling,  whitling,  finnock,  orange  fins,  smolts, 
parr,  and  other  migratory  fish  of  the  salmon  kind, 
or  any  part  of  any  such  fish,  but  shall  not  include 
sparlings  or  smelts." 

Our  legislators  appear  determined  once  for  all  to 
"settle"  the  bull-trout  (known  in  the  south  of 
Scotland  as  "  billies."  Why  is  that  term  not  in- 
cluded too  ?),  herling,  whitling,  and  orange  fins 
controversies,  but  it  is  pleasant  to  note  that  the 


goose  which  lays  the  golden  eggs  is  not  to  be 
ravished  from  the  legal  fraternity,  and  that  no 
occasion  really  exists  for  "a  call  to  arms."  The 
phrase  "or  any  part  of  any  such  fish"  ofTers  more 
"feeding  "  than  a  mid-cut  or  a  salmon  steak  inter- 
pretation indicates. 

Tidal  fishing  in  navigab'e  waters  for  brown  trout 
is  about  the  only  open  fishing  left,  and  that,  if  the 
new  act  is  passed,  will  soon  be  une  quantiti  negli- 
gt'able,  which  in  sooth  it  is  at  present.  Such  as  is 
alljwed  for  sea-trout  and  herling  (young  sea-trout) 
at  the  mouths  of  some  of  our  rivers  is  of  the  charter 
or  lease  holder's  courtesy  or  tolerance,  but  it  is  not 
of  much  account  except  during  a  long  continued 
drought,  when  the  fish  collect  in  the  tidal  waters, 
or  at  the  mouths  of  small  streams  on  the  seaboard, 
up  which  the  tides  run  a  little  distance. 

A  fact  which  is  sometimes  overlooked  by  anglers, 
espenially  English  anglers,  who  ply  their  art  in 
Scotland  is,  that,  with  one  exception,  there  is  a 
weekly  close  time  over  the  whole  kingdom  for  rod- 
fishing  for  salmon  and  other  migratory  fish.  It 
extends  to  twenty-four  hours — from  twelve  at 
night  on  Saturday  until  twelve  o'clock  on  Sunday 
night ;  in  other  words,  it  is  a  broach  of  the  law  to 
fish  for  them  on  Sunday,  and  carries  a  penalty  of 
£5  for  the  first  ofience  with  the  probability  of 
forfeitage  of  boats,  tackle,  etc.  The  Tweed  is  the 
only  exception  ;  it  has  no  weekly  close  time  for  rod- 
fishing,  and  thus,  I  believe,  approximates  to  the 
law  in  England  and  Ireland.  The  practice  of 
Sunday  fishing  of  any  kind,  however,  is  com- 
paratively rare  in  Scotland — the  prevailing  Calvin- 
istic  and  Presbyterian  influences  (rapidly  modifying 
under  cheaper  travelling  facilities  and  improved 
means  of  communication)  are  too  opprobriously 
moral  to  permit  of  it !  Which,  perhaps,  some 
anglers  deplore. — Yours  truly, 

Glasgow.  W.  Johnstone  Fobfae. 

UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  but  little  interest 
the  letters  of  Messrs.  Hotchkis  and  Brown,  for 
although  I  have  never  before  heard  of  the  former, 
I  did  expect  something  sound  and  sensible  from  the 
latter. 

Mr.  Hotchkis  says :  "  Which  is  the  most  sports- 
manlike ?  To  use  a  double-handed  rod  in  a  large 
river  ...  or  to  fish  with  the  worm  all  the  season  !  " 
Where  the  connection  between  the  two  comes  in, 
however,  he  does  not  venture  to  explain. 

With  reference  to  his  remarks  concerning  the 
personality  of  Mr.  Brooke,  I  can  only  say  that  they 
are  in  very  bad  taste.  I  sincerely  trust  that  Mr. 
Brooke  will  have  the  opportunity  some  day  of 
visiting  those  beautiful  Welsh  rivers  and  show  a 
"  thing  or  two  "  to  this  "  giant "  of  the  Usk  and  the 
Wye  ;  and  should  our  friend  Mr.  Hotchkis  pack  up 
his  tackle  in  consequence,  so  much  the  better  for 
those  noble  streims. 

Mr.  Hotchkis,  finally,  declines  to  give  us  any 
further  information  about  worm  fishing — how 
unkind ! 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Harvie  Brown's  latter,  I 
am  afraid  he  has  misread  his  own  former  one, 
which  distinctly  says,  "  the  best  and  only  legitimate," 
etc.,  a  statement  of  fact,  not  an  expression  of 
opinion,  and  therefore,  as  I  anticipated,  he  is 
unable  to  answer  my  question.  He  merely  speaks 
about  "  green  worms,"  "  fishing  when  trout  are  out 
of  condition,"  and  "  dogs  eating  grass  "  ;  but  not  a 
word  of  explanation  on  the  original  point.  No 
doubt  the  knowledge  he  imparts  is  exceedingly 
interesting,  but  a  little  out  of  place  at  the  present 
moment. 

Every  angler  knows  how  great  an  authority  was 
the  late  Mr.  J.  T.  Burgess  on  all  that  appertains  to 
angling ;  I  have  just  recently  procured  a  copy  of 
his  work — "Angling  and  How  to  Angle" — edited 
and  brought  down  to  date  by  yourself  (whom 
everyone  knows  to  be  "an  ardent  lover  of  all  styles 
of  fair  angling").  Chapter  IX.  of  this  valuable 
little  work,  which,  by  the  way,  every  angler  should 
possess,  deals  exclusively  with  the  subject  now 
under  discussion. 

I  quote  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  chapter, 
which  says : — "  In  the  early  spring  months,  when 
there  is  as  yet  but  Uttle  fly  on  the  rivers,  the 
glorious  trout  may  be  lured  with  the  red  worm."  .  . 
After  a  few  words  it  then  goes  on  to  say  :  "  It  is 
practised  early  in  March,  in  shallow  streams,  where 
the  trout  are  on  the  look  out  for  prey.  It  is  very 
deadly  when  the  waters  are  muddied  and  coloured 
after  a  flood."  This,  then,  I  contend,  bears  out  to 
a  very  great  extent  some  of  my  previous  state- 
ments, and  he  will,  indeed,  be  a  bold  man  who  will 
venture  to  criticise  the  opinions  of  two  such 
authorities  as  yourself  and  Mr.  Burgess. — Yours 
truly,  H.  Habcourt  Vebden. 


SEA  FISHING  IN  SEPTEMBER  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  making  up  a  party  for  sea 
fishing.    We  start  on  Sept.  8,  and  shall  be  glad 


if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  will  let  me  know, 
through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  the  best  place  i 
at  this  time  of  year  for  bass  and  other  large  fish,  \ 
and  if  possible  name  the  best  boatman  and  his'j 
approximate  charges  per  day. — Yours  truly,  j 
E.  G.  Bryant  Godding, 
Brimslade,  Marlborough,  Wilts. 


5  SEA-TROUT  FISHING    IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell;^ 
me  of  a  pla(;e- where  I  can  get  some  sea-trout  fishing  ,| 
in  the  early  part  of  September,  at  reasonable  cost  ?  I 


-Yours  truly. 


B. 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  IN  SEPTEMBER 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  above,  I  can  with  con-  . 
fidence  assure  Mr.  Murray  that  by  putting  himself 
and  friends  in  my  hands  I  can  put  them  in  the 
way  of  getting  all  the  fishing  they  want  in  Septem-  j 
ber  in  Lough  Derg  and  part  of  the  River  Shannon,  | 
all  free.  Pike,  roach,  and  perch  run  large  in  the  j 
lake  and  afford  grand  sport.  A 

In  the  event  of  their  directing  their  footsteps  \ 
hither,  if  they  are  shooting  men,  I  would  advise  \ 
them  to  bring  their  breechloaders  with  them,  and  i 
they  will  have  good  sport  among  the  snipe,  duck, 
plover,  etc.,  in  the  bogs  and  marshes  which  surround  \ 
this  place,  all  free.  Good  accommodation  in  private 
fishing  and  shooting  box  quite  close. 

On  hearing  from  Mr.  Murray,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
furnish  him  with  full  particulars  as  to  charges,  cost 
of  boats  and  fishermen,  and  living.  Coarse  fishing 
and  wild  shooting,  free,  are  also  good  in  August  and 
October. — Yours  truly,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe. 

BASS  UN  THAMES. 

Dear  Sib, — I  really  think  there  is  something  in 
the  statement  I  made  that  bass  do  rout  in  the  mud 
for  worms.  These  marks  were  pointed  out  to  me  by 
an  old  Devonshire  fisherman,  who  told  me  that  the 
net  fishermen  never  set  their  stake  nets  haphazard, 
but  always  located  first  the  marks,  and  in  conse- 
quence secured  excellent  results. 

I  have  had  similar  experience  rod  fishing,  par- 
ticularly so  in  the  Kingsbridge  Estuary,  South 
Devon,  where  it  branches  out  into  five  arms,  and 
it  appears  that  the  bass  which  come  up  in  shoals 
use  only  one  of  these  arms  at  a  time,  according  to 
tides  and  other  conditions,  which  as  yet  the  most 
expert  fisherman  has  failed  to  fathom,  and  our  only  ' 
method  of  finding  which  arm  they  were  frequenting 
was  by  the  discovery  at  low  tide  of  these  marks. 
Fishing  this  arm  at  the  next  tide  good  sport  was 
invariably  had,  when  practically  no  fish  were  caught 
by  other  anglers  fishing  in  the  other  arms.  Perhaps 
some  expert  may  confirm  this. — Yours  truly, 

Arthur  J.  Cabtland, 


SMALL  SALMON  CAUGHT  IN  WHITEBAIT 
NET. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  sorry  I  did  not  see  this,  as  I 
could  have  classified  it.  The  skipper  of  my  brother's 
yacht  saw  the  fish,  and  from  his  description  it 
seemed  more  like  a  fresh-run  sea-trout  weighing 
about  IJlb.  I  believe  it  was  seen  by  the  doctor  at 
Leigh,  who  perhaps  may  see  this  and  send  par- 
ticulars.— Yours  truly,    Arthub  J.  Cabtland. 

DRESSINGS  OF  IRISH  SALMON  FLIES. 

Deah  Sir, — I  have  to  thank  "  Landrail  "  for  the 
dressings  of  some  of  the  above,  which  he  kindly 
supphed  me  with  through  your  columns. 

I  have  often  thought  it  would  be  a  great  boon  if 
some  phil^mthropist  angler,  who  had  the  time  and 
energy  sufficient  for  the  task,  were  to  devote  himself 
to  the  obtaining  and  classifying  of  the  local  patterns 
of  flies  applicable  to  the  different  rivers  and  waters. 
True  it  is  some  flies  are  named  against  certain 
rivers,  but  they  are  not  the  local  patterns,  against 
the  killing  powers  of  which  no  standard  fiy  can  be 
compared  for  one  moment.  I  admit  it  would  be  a 
fairly  difficult  task,  because  on  a  river  two  or  three 
different  sets  of  dressings  may  exist  on  stretches 
within  no  great  mileage  of  each  other.  I  am  well 
acquainted  with  such  a  river  on  which  the  recog- 
nised flies  used  for  some  miles  above  its  estuary  are 
of  no  practical  service  when  fished  a  few  miles  from 
its  source,  while  the  kUling  patterns  midway  between 
these  stretches  are  altogether  different  and  of  a 
disappointing  natiire  when  tried  off  their  own 
ground — excuse  the  term. 

Such  considerations  show  the  necessitj'  for  the 
advent  of  such  a  philanthropist,  and  at  the  same 
time  bespeak  the  advantages  which  would  likely 
accrue  from  liis  labours. 

I  am  not  deprecating  the  standard  flies,  but  in 
my  opinion,  on  the  Irish  rivers,  they  cannot  "  hold 
a  candle  "  to  the  locals. — Yours  truly, 

Purple,  Red,  and  White. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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BY  THE  EDITOE. 


A  Grand  Lake  Trout. 

Admiral  Kennedy,  writing  from  Landverk, 
Sweden,  on  Aug.  14,  sends  me  this  very  interesting 
account  of  sport  with  lake  trout : — 

"  Dear  Makston, — I  am  sure  it  will  interest  you 
and  many  of  your  readers  to  hear  of  the  capture  of 
a  fine  lake  trout  here.  We  had  been  fishing  in  the 
Stjordal  for  about  ten  days  with  fair  success,  during 
which  my  daughter  had  the  delight  of  killing  her 
■first  salmon,  a  clean  run  fish  of  12^1b.,  but  it  was  on 
our  return  here  that  the  event  I  am  about  to 
describe  occurred.  The  weather  was  beastly,  blow- 
ing and  raining,  but  we  are  used  to  that,  so  my 
daughter  and  I  went  down  the  river  on  the  off 
chance  of  getting  a  few  trout  for  the  larder.  We 
"ot  a  few  small  fish,  which  we  usually  put  back, 
when  bang  went  the  reel  and  a  splendid  trout  took 
pfi  fifty  yards  with  a  rush — I  saw  it  was  a  whopper 
but  said  nothing ;  a  broad  tail  showed  itself  and 
then  the  fun  began,  all  over  the  place  he  went, 
diving  deep,  under  the  boat  and  round  about,  till 
after  some  ten  minutes  or  so  we  caught  a  glimpse 
of  him,  a  splendid  golden-coloured  fish.  Once  we 
thought  he  was  off,  as  he  rushed  in  and  slacked  the 
line,  but  no,  he  was  still  on,  gradually  he  came  in, 
to  what  we  sailors  call  a  '  short  stay.'  I  could  have 
gaffed  him  then,  but  we  had  no  gaff,  never  expect- 
ing a  big  fish,  but  we  had  a  big  net,  and  after  some 
twenty  minutes  I  put  it  under  him,  and  the  finest 
trout  ever  killed  during  our  stay  here,  of  nine  years, 
was  in  the  boat.  Truly  a  noble  specimen  in  splendid 
condition,  not  like  those  overgrown  abortions  I  have 
Been  photographed,  looking  more  like  tunny  fish, 
but  a  well-proportioned  male  fish  of  a  bright  golden 
colour  with  brown  and  red  spots  weighing  131b. 
His  dimensions  are  as  follows: — 3'2in.  long  and 
ITi^in.  round  the  largest  circumference,  V^in. 
depth,  his  tail  is  Sin.  across. 

"  Now,  killing  a  salmon  is  no  novelty,  and  losing 
one  of  no  great  consequence.  We  old  fishermen 
don't  worry  over  that,  we  light  a  pipe  and  try  for 
another ;  but  it  is  different  with  these  big  trout,  it 
IB  not  every  day  you  can  hook  ^them,  and  during 
forty  years' experience  I  have  never  killed  anything 


over  9Jlb.,  and  that  on  a  fly. 
say  the  same." 


How  many  men  can 


A  Note  from  the  Eden. 

Mr.  John  .J.  Hardy,  writing  from  Alnwick  on 
Aug.  21,  says: — 

"I  am  just  back  from  a  four  days'  fishing  on  the 
Eden  below  Carlisle. 

"  Your  readers  may  like  to  know  that  there 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  large  run  of  whiting, 
with  a  good  sprinkling  of  sea-trout,  at  present  in 
the  Eden  river,  and  the  fishing  should  be  good 
until  the  second  week  in  September.  Fishing  only 
a  few  hours  every  day  I  had  baskets  running  up  to 
two  dozen  fish,  including  two  to  four  sea-trout  at 
each  outing,  the  best  of  which  went  l|lb.  But 
these  baskets  are  small  compared  with  what  is 
occasionally  done  when  you  get  into  a  school  of 
herling,  as  one  friend  of  mine  had  no  less  than 
seventy  fish  in  a  day. 

"  The  best  taking  flies  were,  I  found,  Teal  and 
Silver,  Dark  Partridge  and  Silver,  Black  and 
Silver,  Dark  Partridge  and  Red,  and  a  small  Fiery 
Brown ;  hooks  Nos.  4  and  5  snacks. 

"There  is,  of  course,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Carlisle  the  Duke  of  Portland's  fishing,  which  is 
free,  and  the  licence  for  which  is  5s.  I  am  sending 
you  this  note  because  I  know  that  at  this  time  of 
the  year  a  good  many  people  are  accustomed  to 
come  to  the  Eden  to  fish  for  herling,  who  would  be 
glad  to  have  a  small  report  of  what  is  going  on 
there. 

"  My  friend  who  leases  the  net  fishing  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Eden  and  the  Esk  had  a  remarkably 
fine  salmon,  weighing  401b.,  on  one  of  the  days  that 
I  fished.  It  was  a  very  handsome  fish,  but  I  did 
not  take  any  measurements.  He  reports  that  this 
season's  fishing  is  about  the  worst  on  record,  and 
that  at  this  time  when  they  should  be  in  the  thick 
of  the  run  of  grilse,  so  far  they  have  hardly  got  a 
single  fish. 

You  will  see  from  the  reports  in  the  papers  how 
different  the  fishing  on  our  coast  here  has  been.  At 
the  mouth  of  the  Coquet  the  netsman  had  a  take 
of  fifty-six  salmon  in  one  day,  which  is  quite 
phenomenal." 

Salmon  Fishing — Autumn  Prospects  on  the  Bann. 

I  was  on  the  Bann  for  a  few  days  in  July,  and 
with  other  anglers  had  a  tantalising  time.  The 
river  was  full  of  grilse  and  salmon,  but  being  a  foot 
too  low  and  the  water  warm  and  stale,  instead  of 
July  being  one  of  the  best  months  at  Kilrea,  it  was 
one  of  the  worst.  Raui  has  come  at  last,  and  I  was 
glad  to  get  this  note  from  Miss  Conlan,  the 
manageress  of  Mercer's  Hotel,  who  makes  anglers 
so  comfortable  there : 

"Salmon  Fishing — Autttmn  Prospects  on  the 
Bann  at  Kilrea. 
"  Mercer's  Hotel,  Kilrea,  co.  Derry, 
"22nd  August. 

"As  a  number  of  anglers  are  inquiring  about 
prospects  of  autumn  fishing,  the  following  informa- 
tion may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers.  Salmon 
have  been  very  numerous  in  this  water  for  the  past 
month,  but  owing  to  low  water  and  high  tempera- 
ture fish  were  taking  badly,  as  is  usually  the  case 
in  the  early  part  of  August.  Now  we  have  quite  a 
spate  in  the  river,  and  though  it  brought  down  a 
little  flax  water  it  will  disappear  in  a  few  days  and 
leave  the  river  in  good  fishing  order.  Since  Aug.  19, 
the  nets  at  Coleraine  are  off  for  the  season,  and  the 
boxes  there  are  open  ;  so  there  is  nothing  to  hinder 
the  shoals  of  fish  which  have  been  waiting  for  a 
rise  of  water  between  Coleraine  and  the  sea  to 
ascend  to  these  reaches  of  the  river.  September  is 
usually  a  good  month  for  both  salmon  and  trout, 
and  the  cost  of  fishing  is  21s.  per  day,  including 
hotel,  boat  and  man,  fishing  leave,  as  well  as  boat- 
man's lunch ;  or  per  weekly  terms  of  seven  days, 
£5  18s.  per  week.  All  fish  caught  belong  to  the 
angler.  Anglers  coming  here  now  should  write  or 
wire  to  secure  boatman.    Season  ends  Sept.  30." 

I  hear  from  a  Belfast  angler  that  the  trout  fishing 
on  the  Bann  is  improving  since  the  rain  came.  Our 
reporter,  Mr.  Dan  O'Fee,  makes  grand  salmon  and 
trout  flies  for  the  Bann  or  any  other  river.  I  was 
glad  to  meet  him  again  after  twenty  years.  His 
reports  of  sport  are  most  trustworthy,  as  he  takes 
the  greatest  care  to  verify  them. 

Sport  with  the  Dunkeld. 
Mr.  S.  Frazer  had  a  fine  bit  of  sport  on  the 
Caronroe  water  on  the  Bann  on  Aug.  12,  fishing 


with  Tom  Graham  as  boatman.  He  had  two  small 
Dunkelds,  which  Mr.  Dan  O'Feo  dreB5ed  for  him 
last  season  to  use  on  the  brown  waters  of  the  River 
Mame.  He  put  one  on  his  cast  and  killed  five 
salmon  on  it,  averaging  11  lb.,  in  a  few  hours.  No 
fish  had  been  taken  on  this  fly  before,  or  have  Ijeen 
taken  since,  and  it  seems  to  prove  that  there  is 
something  in  Dan's  theory  that  on  certain  days 
when  the  light  suits  certain  hackles  prove  irre- 
sistible, and  certainly  Dan  gets  wonderful  effects  in 
his  hackles. 

Fine  Take  of  Avon  Chub. 

Writing  from  the  King's  Arms  Hotel,  Chrlst- 
ch  unh,  Hants,  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  says:  — 

"  The  best  take  of  chub  from  the  Avon,  or  perhaps 
any  other  water,  has  just  been  brought  by  the 
captor  for  me  to  see.  Mr.  H.  A.  Woodwell,  one  of 
our  keenest  anglers,  got  them  with  cheese  paste. 
There  were  nine — four  weighed  2.5 Jib.  (largest  6Jlb.) 
and  the  other  five  221b." 

Port  Royal  Tarpon. 

Can  any  of  our  readers  who  have  had  experience 
in  tarpon  fishing  help  '-M."  to  catch  the  wily  fish 
he  refers  to  in  our  correspondence  columns  ?  1  have 
suggested  that  possibly  some  small  lively  live-bait 
might  get  over  their  scruples.  It  seems  they  are 
not  shy  but  crafty,  and  will  not  touch  a  bait  with 
a  hook  in  it,  although  they  will  follow  and  take  the 
same  bait  when  thrown  in  without  hook.  The 
Florida  tarpon  are,  I  believe,  nearly  all  caught  on 
dead  bait  cast  from  a  boat  and  left  for  the  fish  to 
pick  up  as  they  swim  along. 

The  New  Zealand  Trout  Eggs. 
Mr.  D.  Russell,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Otago 
Acclimatisation  Society,  informs  me  that  the  New 
Zealand  brown  trout  and  Loch  Leven  trout  eggs 
were  shipped  on  July  6,  so  I  hope  before  long  to 
report  their  safe  arrival  in  London.  The  Shaw, 
Savill,  and  Albion  Steamship  Company  are  very 
kindly  bringing  the  eggs  free  of  charge,  and  take 
great  interest  in  the  experiment.  All  those  who 
are  to  have  eggs  have  promised  to  let  me  have  eggs 
from  their  fish  for  the  society  next  spring. 


Why  Not  Try  the  Successful  Plan  of  Marking 
Smolts  Mentioned  by  Izaak  Walton  ? 

If  salmon  culture  is  not  to  fall  into  utter  dis- 
credit, those  interested  in  its  practical  working  will 
have  to  prove  that  artificially  reared  smolts  come 
back  to  our  rivers  in  the  first  place  at  all,  and 
secondly,  in  such  proportion  as  to  give  satisfactory 
results.  Marking  by  mutilation  can  never  be 
very  satisfactory,  as  the  fish  get  mutilated  so 
often  by  seals  and  other  means.  But  what  ob- 
jection can  there  be  to  trying  a  plan  of  mark'mg 
to  which  I  have  often  called  attention  as  having 
proved  completely  successful  in  the  marking  of 
naturally  bred  smolts,  and  proving  nearly  three 
hundred  years  ago  that  smolts  return  as  grilse  or 
young  salmon.  Izaak  Walton  says  this  marking 
was  done  by  securing  coloured  ribbon  to  the  fish's 
tail— a  soft  and  yet  imperishable  substance  such  as 
the  waterproofed  hemp  used  for  sea  nets  and  Unes, 
or  a  piece  of  colourless  salmon  gut,  or  a  bit  of  silk 
braid  waterproofed — any  or  all  of  these  could  be 
tried,  and  after  being  passed  through  the  fish  with 
a  needle  at  the  base  of  the  middle  of  the  back  fin, 
looped  in  a  large  loop  and  then  the  ends  knotted; 
This  would  allow  for  growth  of  the  fish.  With  Mr. 
Calderwood's  new  holder  for  holding  smolts  while 
marking  them,  there  would  be  little  fear  of  injury. 

In  a  First-Class  Non-Smoker. 

A  good  story  of  a  cool  smoker  is  given  by  the 

Daily  Chronicle  : — 

'  "The  American  in  the  corner  of  the  non-smoking 
first-class  carriage  insisted  on  lighting  his  cigar. 
The  indignant  Britisher  in  the  other  comer  pro- 
tested, and  protested  in  vain.  At  the  next  station 
he  hailed  the  guard  with  hostile  intent ;  but  the 
placid  American  was  too  quick  for  him.  'Guard,' 
he  drawled,  '  I  think  you'll  find  that  this  gentleman 
is  travelling  with  a  third-class  ticket  on  him.' 
Investigation  proved  him  to  be  right,  and  the 
indignant  Britisher  was  ejected.  A  spectator  of 
the  little  scene  asked  the  triumphant  American 
how  he  knew  about  that  ticket.  '  Wall,'  explained 
the  imperturbable  stranger,  'it  was  sticking  out 
of  his  pocket,  and  I  saw  it  was  the  same  colour  as 
mine.'  R-  B.  Marston, 
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LOCH  LAGGAN. 

Situated  amidst  the  rugged  mountainous  district 
of  romantic  Lochaber,  and  fifteen  miles  from  any- 
where, is  the  homely  Loch  Laggan  Inn,  overlooking 
the  head  of  the  loch.  On  the  road  from  TuUoch  to 
Kingussie,  it  is  a  fine  drive  of  fifteen  or  sixteen 
miles  from  either  place,  through  a  wild  country 
once  dominated  by  the  Clan  Macpherson,  and  still 
partly  owned  by  the  present  head  of  the  Clan 


ciated  as  he  had  been  in  search  of  sport  for  over 
six  weeks  in  Ireland,  Sutherland,  and  Caithness, 
and  had  only  just  arrived  at  Loch  Laggan.  Needless 
to  say,  his  six  weeks"  tour  in  search  of  sport  had 
been  a  continuation  of  vexatious  disappointments. 

Next  morning  I  commenced  operations  at  the 
bead  of  the  loch  in  the  bay  that  receives  the  River 
Pattaig,  but  without  any  success,  thus  reversing 
my  usual  experience  of  loch  fishing,  as  I  have 
always  had  the  best  sport  where  a  stream  or  burn 


J'lioto  by] 


Loch  Laggan  :  The  Long  Deift. 


Chattan,  Cluny  Macpherson,  in  spite  of  the  inroads 
of  a  wealthy  Huddersfield  manufacturer,  whose 
ostentatious  wealth  is  on  a  par  with  his  selfish 
discourtesy  to  his  brother  anglers. 

The  weather  had  been  most  unfavourable,  both 
for  salmon  and  trout  fishing;  the  small  streams 
were  almost  dried  up  for  the  want  of  rain.  I  had 
managed  to  land  two  salmon  by  using  a  small  Jock 
Scott  and  Blue  Doctor  in  the  evenings,  while  two 
more,  one  of  121b.  and  one  of  171b.,  were  also  landed 
by  a  friend  who  had  "stooped  to  conquer"  with 
the  worm,  all  from  the  Orchy,  while  we  spent  the 
day  on  some  small  highland  lochs  in  the  Moor  of 
Rannoch.  In  spite  of  the  unfavourable  bright 
weather,  we  had  enjoyed  good  sport.  I  had  been 
smashed  up  with  a  big  sawmon  "  on  the  Orchy 
through  using  an  old  favourite  greenheart,  which, 
owing  to  its  dry,  rotten  state,  ought  to  have  been 
discarded  long  ago,  and  had  lost  a  new  12ft.  split 
cane  rod,  reel,  and  eighty  yards  of  line  with 
another  big  "  fush  "  on  a  small  loch  on  Rannoch 
Moor  through  laying  down  my  rod,  in  order  to  bail 
out  the  boat,  never  dreaming  any  trout  would 
attack  the  flies  just  dangling  in  the  water  within 
a  couple  of  feet  from  the  boat,  but  the  screech  of 
the  reel  anl  the  disappearance  of  the  rod  were 
simultaneou?  with  the  grin  of  my  gillie  and  his 
phlegmatic  remark,  "  That's  a  guid  ane,"  atlorded 
me  but  little  satisfaction.  This  occurrence  necessi- 
tated a  two  days'  journey  to  Glasgow  and  back  to 
repair  the  loss. 

On  returning  to  the  Orchy  and  finding  the  salmon 
fishing  decidedly  off,  and  with  no  prospect  of  im- 
provement, I  decided  to  pack  up  and  make  tracks 
for  Loch  Laggan  to  join  some  friends  who  had  been 
having  excellent  sport,  and  had  pressed  me  to  join 
them.  This  was  no  light  undertaking  as  my  time 
was  limited,  and  having  moved  on  to  Kingshouse 
at  the  head  of  Glencoe  and  Glen  Etive,  it  entailed 
a  further  loss  of  two  days,  necessitated  by  two 
drives  of  thirty-two  miles,  with  a  short  railway 
journey  between. 

On  arrival  at  Loch  Laggan  I  found  my  friends 
in  possession  of  three  of  the  only  four  boats  on 
the  loch,  with  only  two  gillies.  This  looked 
promising  at  all  events,  and  showed  that  Loch 
Laggan  cannot  be  overfished,  the  length  being 
nearly  nine  miles,  with  an  average  width  of  over 
half  a  mile,  so  there  was  plenty  of  scope  for  four 
rods. 

Captain  Henshaw  very  kindly  placed  his  gillie 
at  my  disposal.  My  time  being  now  limited  to 
three  days,  this  kindness  was  all  the  more  appre- 


flows  into  a  loch  ;  whether  this  was  owing  to  the 
low  state  of  the  River  Pattaig  or  to  the  sandy  bed 
of  the  loch,  at  this  end,  I  cannot  say.  I  rather 
suspect  the  latter,  as,  in  my  opinion,  a  sandy  bed 
is  not  conducive  to  producing  good  feeding  grounds. 

Proceeding  a  few  miles  up  the  loch  along  the 
north  shore  I  creeled  my  first  trout  opposite 
Ardverikie,  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Macphersons, 
but  now  in  the  possession  of  Sir  John  Ramsden, 
Bart.    The  sport  westward  from  Ardverikie  began 


and  pink  respectively,  and  as  I  was  using  a  very 
light  10ft.  split  cane  they  gave  excellent  sport; 
both  fell  a  victim  to  the  Butcher,  a  most  excellent 
loch  fly,  being  a  nondescript  combination  of  the 
Black  Palmer  and  Zulu,  with  the  addition  of  a 
silver  tinsel  body,  which  is  very  killing  indeed. 

Loch  Laggan  is  an  early  loch,  with  this  difference, 
it  has  also  a  late  season.  The  sport  is  excellent 
from  the  latter  end  of  May  until  the  end  of  June, 
when  the  sport  gradually  falls  off  and  ceases  about 
the  middle  of  July,  and  nothing  absolutely  is  done 
again  until  September,  when  the  trout  are  on  the 
rise  again.  This  appears  strange  and  erratic,  and 
the  ordinary  fly  man  would  credit  this  fact  to  the 
usual  fickle  nature  of  trout.  This  is  not  so,  as  I 
find  that  during  certain  months,  according  to  the 
temperature  of  the  water,  which  I  take  to  be  a 
governing  factor,  there  appears  in  certain  lochs, 
Laggan  amongst  the  number,  a  fine  powdery  sub- 
stance of  vegetable  matter  held  in  a  state  of 
suspension,  which,  as  near  as  I  can  describe, 
resembles  the  fine  particles  of  dust  floating  about 
in  a  sunbeam.  However,  whether  it  is  a  germ  of 
plant  or  animal  life  I  cannot  say — on  several  occa- 
sions I  have  intended  bringing  away  samples  for 
microscopical  examination,  but  something  has 
always  arisen  to  prevent  my  doing  so.  It,  how- 
ever, is  so  far  within  my  personal  observation  and 
knowledge  that  during  the  time  of  its  appearance 
to  its  disappearance  the  trout  do  not  rise  to  the  fly 
at  all.  My  own  theory  is  (and  this  subject  has 
never  been  raised  before)  that  this  proves  a  factor 
in  governing  an  early  or  late  loch— the  waters  of 
Loch  Laggan  will  soon  bo  thick  with  it,  while  for 
some  time  past  it  has  been  present  on  Loch  TuUa  ; 
this  is  another  early  loch,  and  after  April  or  early 
in  May  the  sport  practically  ceases  as  far  as  the 
fly  is  concerned. 

My  impression  of  Loch  Laggan  is  that  it  is  a  fine 
sporting  loch  containing  abundance  of  trout,  and 
althougb  my  average  size  did  not  exceed  Jib..  L 
had  a  few  approaching  fib  ,  while  my  friend,  Mr. 
VVaterhouse,  had  fish  of  the  following  weights: 
8.Ub.,  3Jlb,  21b.,  and  several  over  lib,  during  his 
six  weeks'  angling  in  Loch  Laggan. 

The  average  daily  basket  on  Loch  Laggan  during 
the  right  part  of  the  season  is  from  lOlb.  to  121b. 
of  trout,  averaging  about  three  to  the  pound,  with- 
out counting  big  fish,  which  are  fairly  numerous. 
Loch  Laggan  is  certainly  far  superior  to  either 
Loch  Ericht  or  Loch  Rannoch,  both  as  to  size  and 
number  of  trout,  while  the  cost  is  less  than  half 
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to  improve,  and  in  the  next  bay  I  raised  and 
hooked  my  second  fish,  which  was  successfully 
netted  after  a  vigorous  strupgle  and  several  vain 
attempts  to  dive  under  the  boat ;  it  proved  to  be 
loz.  under  'Jib.,  and  was  in  fine  condition,  of  a 
beautiful  golden-brown  hue,  with  dark  spots 
alternating  with  bright  red,  differing  materially 
from  the  first  fish — a  half-pounder — which  was  of 
a  dark  olive  blue,  inclined  to  be  silvery,  with  dark 
spots  only,  evidently  showing  a  strain  of  the  Salmo 
trutta  similar  to  the  Loch  Levens.    They  cut  white 


the  tariff  at  Loch  Laggan  Inn  b:  ing  only  Ts.  6d. 
per  day,  and  Ss.  per  day  for  gillie.  The  chief 
difficulty,  however,  is  in  obtaining  a  gillie,  and  it  is 
wise  to  arrange  for  one  by  giving  a  week's  notice, 
stipulating  for  one  of  the  four  boats  at  the  same 
time. 

The  flies  that  do  well  on  this  loch  are  the 
Butcher,  Teal  and  Red,  Heckham  Peckham, 
Coachman,  Grou.se  and  Orange,  Zulu,  and  any  dark 
fly  with  red  or  orange  bodies. 

J.  F.  Caeedthebs  Bell. 
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MINNOW   FISHING    IN  ITS 
EELATION  TO  FLY  FISHING. 


AN  ARGUMENT. 

The  ■writer  feels  that  he  has  chosen  a  subject  on 
which  it  is  all  but  impossible  to  dogmatize.  It  is  a 
very  wide  subject,  but  is  one  which  must  sooner  or 
later  be  discussed  by  the  angling  fraternity,  which 
is  a  law  unto  itself  in  matters  of  the  kind.  He 
could  wish  nothing  better  than  a  clear  and  firm 
decision  on  the  point  at  issue.  At  present,  how- 
ever, there  is  no  chance  of  any  such  action.  We 
are  all  at  sixes  and  sevens  on  the  subject,  and  the 
Piscatorial  Millennium  is  as  yet  invisible,  even  to 
a  Rosse's  telescope. 

To  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  we  owe  the  recent  dis- 
ca«sion  in  Ihese  columns,  as  well  as  in  those  of  the 
Daily  Scotsman.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  falling  off  of  fly  fishing  in  the  famed  Loch 
Leven  was  due  largely  to  minnow  fishing.  In 
writing  to  the  editor  of  that  important  daily  paper, 
I  remarked :  "  1  must  say,  I  do  not  follow  him  (Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell)  when  he  says  (in  his  first  letter) 
that  spinning  lures  are  to  blame  for  the  falling  off 
of  the  fly  fishing  in  Loch  Leven.  While  I  would 
not  be  sorry  if  sport  was  confined  to  the  artificial 
fly,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  this  would 
prove  a  cure  for  the  disease."  My  letter  appeared 
on  July  28  or  29  of  this  year. 

As  if  to  confound  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and  the 
many  others  who  had  aired  their  pessimistic 
theories,  the  Loch  Leven  trout  took  the  matter 
into  their  own  hands,  and  proved  to  demonstration 
that  there  was  not  only  "life  in  the  old  dog  yet," 
but  that  Looh  Leven  trout  could  still  rise  freely 
to  the  artificial  fly  when  they  had  a  mind  to. 

One  writer  went  so  far  as  to  say,  "  It  is  no  use 
to  talk — the  fact  is,  the  trout  are  not  there."  This 
was  a  clincher  and  a  settler  with  a  vengeance ! 
The  folio  wing  baskets  must  have  made  that 
gentleman  feel  very  uncomfortable,  one  would 
think: — Twenty-nine  trout,  341b. ;  forty- four  trout, 
491b.  12oz.  ;  fifty-two  trout.  o4lb.  4oz. ;  and  many 
other  like  baskets.  In  fact,  the  sport  became 
excellent,  and  the  theorists  became  singularly  silent 
at  this  very  unexpected  answer  to  their  arguments. 
One  may  go  back,  I  imagine,  for  a  Ions;  period  to 
find  a  more  thorough  turning  of  the  tables  in  any 
matter  of  the  kind. 

Does  it  follow  that  Sir  Herbert  is  mistaken? 
Is  it  a  proof  that  spinning  lures,  after  all,  do 
not  injure  the  fly  fishing  in  any  loch  of  similar 
dimensions  ?  In  my  opinion  it  only  proves  that 
we  have  yet  to  discover  the  true  cause  which 
msde  Loch  Leven  a  very  dour  loch  till  the  end 
of  July,  190.J,  but  which  cause,  immediately  after- 
wards, seemed  no  longer  to  exist,  as  Loch  Leven 
became  a  very  free-rising  loch,  a  Vhistant  !  It  in 
no  degree  proves  Sir  Herbert  either  wrong  or  right 
— if  I  may  venture  on  an  opinion. 

I-och  Leven  is,  in  several  notable  characteristics, 
unlike   its   swter  lochs   up   and   down  "broad 
I    Scotland,"  and  we  now  turn  to  these  in  a  spirit 
of  inquiry,  and  ask  ourselves  the  all-important 
r    question.  Is  the  falling  off  of  fly  fi.shing  in  such 
lochs  as  Rannoch,  Ericht,  Shin— and  others— due 
I   in  any  important  degree  to  the  trolling  which  goes 
I    on  without  let  or  hindrance  throughout  the  entire 
I    season  ?    Can  it  not  be  that  trout  when  too  hard 
fished  by  the  artificial  fly  are  afraid  to  rise,  and 
consequently  become  bottom  feeders  ? 
Suppose  tliat  fishing  with  minnow,  artificial  or 
I    natural,  or  indeed  with  any  spinning  lure,  were 
1    forbidden  by  law,  one  direct  result  would  be  that 
1    the  large  Salnio  ferox  would  thrive  and  increase, 
I    since  it  is  the  rarest  thing  to  get  one  of  these 
j    monsters  when  fishing  with  the  artificial  fly.  I 
I    presume  that  even  a  pike  i-i  not  a  greater  scourge 
in  any  loch  ?    Of  course  this  is  only  a  sort  of  side 
i    ksue,  for  it  could  be  met  by  permitting  anglers  to 
I    troll  with  lures  so  large  that  only  those  who 
i    desired  the  destruction  of  the   few — the  largest 
I    specimens  in  the  loch— would  be  found  trolling 
]    at  all,  and  a  much  worse  law  than  that  might  be 
made.    Trolling  is  very  "slow"  work  indeed,  and 
never  had  any  attraction  for  me. 

While  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  it  is  very 
questionable  how  far  the  falling  off  of  fly  fishing 
j  in  our  Scottish  lochs  i.s  due  to  spinning  lures,  I 
I  am  very  sure  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  place 
j  reetrictions  on  i t«  use— on  private  lochs.  No  skill 
k  needed  that  any  intelligent  man,  woman,  or  boy 
I    could  not  pick  up  in  a  few  days,  or  at  most  weeks, 


always  provided  that  the  boatman  knows  his 
business,  and  can  direct  the  fisherman  to  the  best 
bays  and  other  parts  of  the  loch  where,  by  expe- 
rience, ho  knows  the  large  trout  are  to  be  found. 
Local  knowledge  is  all  important,  as  is  the  speed  at 
which  a  boat  should  be  rowed.  In  fact,  the  boatman 
IS  the  controlling  factor.  But  for  the  fact  that  these 
huge  cannibal  trout  (for  what  is  a  "  ferox"  but 
a  large  predatory  trout?)  should  not;  be  left  in 
undisputed  possession,  I  myself  should  be  pleased 
if  all  spinning  lures  were  put  a  stop  to,  in  our 
Scottish  lochs,  and  the  results  carefully  watched 
and  noted.  But  so  long  as  unhmited  fly  fishing 
prevailed,  I  myself  would  not  look  for  much  im- 
provement. More  than  this  I  cannot  venture  to 
suggest.  Right  or  wrong,  I  have  within  me  the 
conviction  that  trout — whether  in  looh,  river,  or 
streamlet— if  fished  for  beyond  a  certain  po'int, 
cease  to  be  free  risers,  even  if  the  artificial  fly  is 
the  only  lure  permitted. 

Overstock  a  river  with  fly  fishers,  and  you  will 
soon  "put  down  "  the  trout;  and  remember  (as  a 
correspondent  of  mine  lately  remarked )  that  even 
trout  may  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  heredity  and 
environment ;  in  fact,  that  the  instinctive  distrust 
of  surface  food  (flies)  may  tend  to  create  a  breed  of 
trout  the  very  opposite  of  what  we,  as  fly  fisher- 
men, would  desire  in  a  river,  and  only  in  a  lesser 
degree,  in  a  loch  or  lake. 

That  spinning  lures  disturb  the  trout  in  any 
clear  stream  of  small  volume,  and,  if  over  indulged 
in,  would  damage  it,  as  a  fly  fisher "s  paradise,  I  have 
little  doubt.  The  large  parent  rivers  are  less  easily 
affected,  naturally,  but  even  in  them  excessive 
minnow  fishing  tends  to  deteriorate  the  sporting 
value  of  pool  and  stream.  I  say  advisedly  excessive 
minnow  fishing,  for  where  it  is  kept  well  within 
bounds  I  scarcely  think  it  can  do  much  harm; 
whereas,  if  the  same  river  or  rivers  are  thrashed 
with  the  artificial  fly  to  excess,  and  with  that  lure 
alone,  the  result  can  hardly  be  questioned. 

The  conclusions  to  which  I  seem  forced  are 
these:  That  (from  the  fly  fisher's  point  of  view) 
fishing  with  spinning  lures  may  do  some  good  by 
getting  rid  of  cannibal  trout.  In  no  other  way  can 
minnow  fishing  possibly  benefit  a  trout  stream,  or 
even  a  highland  loch.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
admitted  that  excessive  fishing  with  spinning  lures 
cannot  fail  to  have  a  result  other  than  desirable. 
But  when  all  is  said  and  done,  the  real  cause  of 
the  falling  off  of  Qy  fishing  in  our  lochs  generally 
is,  I  think,  over-fishing  with  the  fly  itself,  and  the 
fact  that,  while  the  lochs  are  being  depleted  so 
freely,  no  effort  is  made  (except  in  a  few  instances) 
to  restock.  The  marvel  to  me  is  that  the  fishing 
is  so  good,  and  not  that  it  is  falling  off  year 
by  year  throughout  Scotland. 

The  prohibition  of  spinning  lures  on  our  highland 
lochs  may  be  in  a  certain  measure  desirable ;  but 
would  it  not  be  regarded  as  a  very  arbitrary  pro- 
ceeding by  the  majority  of  loch  fishers?  In 
proprietary  lochs,  and  other  like  sheets  of  private 
water,  it  could  be  carried  out  more  easily,  but  one 
has  only  got  to  think  what  it  would  mean  to 
prohibit  the  use  of  spinning  lures,  for  trout,  in  the 
rivers  and  lochs  throughout  Scotland,  to  feel  sure 
that  the  opposition  aroused  would  be  fierce,  and 
the  result  a  foregone  conclusion;  It  has  got  too 
firm  a  hold,  and,  like  the  motor  car,  has,  I  think, 
come  to  stay ! 

My  feeling  about  Loch  Leven  was  that  natural 
causes  were  to  blame  for  trout  feeding  f-o  little  on 
surface  food  to  the  end  of  July.  Either  the  supply 
of  the  food  (whatever  its  nature)  which  the  trout  cer- 
tainly must  have  been  living  on,  hclow,  had  given  out 
(somewhat  suddenly),  or,  the  trout  getting  into 
prime  condition,  deliberately  preferred  to  feed  on 
flies  to  a  continuance  of  the  piscine  orgle  going  on, 
I  opine,  at  the  bottom  and  sides  of  Loch  Leven. 
And,  if  I  am  right,  then  fishing  with  spinning  lures 
was  a  very  secondary  cause  of  the  bad  fly  fishing, 
if,  indeed,  it  was  a  cause  at  all. 

In  any  case  like  the  one  in  question,  I  am  sure 
that  we  all  desire  the  ultimate  good  of  the  whole 
angling  community,  and  any  step  in  a  right 
direction  tending  to  preserve,  to  the  next  generation, 
the  pleasures  which  have  sweetened  our  own  lives 
is  surely  a  step  well  worth  taking. 

Can  any  sportsman  calmly  contemplate  the  slow 
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but  sure  destruction  of  sport  in  our  lochs  and 
streams  V  "  Oh,  it  will  last  ?«y  time  !  "  is  a  selfish 
way  of  looking  at  such  things,  as  well  as  a  stupid 
one. 

If  it  be  proved  that  minnow  fishing  injures  both 
stream  and  loch,  by  all  means  let  restrictioas  Ije 
placed  upon  its  use— if  this  be  possible,  in  the 
present  state  of  public  opinion,  which  has  to  bo 
reckoned  with,  amongst  anglers.  To  the  l>eft  class 
of  sportsmen  the  mere  feeling  that  what  had  bsen 
condemned  by  a  consensus  of  opinion  amongst 
fishermen — was  therefore  unsportsmanlike — would 
act  as  a  wholesome  deterrent,  but,  alas  !  the  pot- 
hunter would  still  be  much  in  evidence  throughout 
Scotland.    Would  it  were  otherwise. 

E.  M.  Tod. 


THE  NETTERS'  TKIBUTE  ON 
"SALMO  SALAE." 


The  netting  season  closes  to-day  (Saturday, 
Aug.  26)  on  about  a  hundred  fishery  districts 
throughout,  or,  rather,  round,  the  coasts  of  Scot- 
land. A  few  later  stations — including  the  Ythan, 
Tweed,  and  Sol  way  systems — remain  open  for  a 
few  weeks  longer,  but  practically  the  sea.son  is  over, 
and  for  the  next  two  months  all  the  fi.sh  that  enter 
the  rivers  will  be  to  the  angler,  with  the  exception 
of  what  poachers  may  lay  their  hands  on. 

In  some  seasons  the  netter's  share  has  been 
greater  than  it  is  this  year.  In  some  few  seasons 
it  has  been  less,  for  what  he  does  not  get  in  the  sea 
his  neighbour  captures  in  the  river,  and  what  has 
not  been  able  to  enter  the  river  is  netted  in  the 
sea,  so  that  all  over  from  start  to  finish  the  market 
is  well  supplied  with  salmon,  and  only  on  rare 
occasions  and  from  natural  causes  is  there  a  general 
dearth  and  famine  prices  rule. 

Although  statistics  are  not  to  hand  for  the 
season's  returns  as  a  whole,  yet  a  very  accurate 
estimate  can  be  formed  from  the  returns  already 
made.  The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board,  who  own 
some  £40,000  worth  of  netting  stations,  are  very 
accurate,  up-to-date,  and  free  with  all  details  as 
to  their  salmon  fishery.  Mr.  Ross,  the  Harbour 
treasurer,  is  frankness  itself. 

Taking  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  as  a  fair 
criterion,  they  are  some  3000  salmon,  grilse,  and 
sea-trout  behind  the  normal  average  of  the  past 
ten  years.  In  round  figures  their  returns  are 
25  per  cent,  down  in  pounds  avoirdupois,  but  as 
high  prices  ruled  from  the  start  till  well  through 
Easter  the  money  returns  have  not  suffered  in  a 
like  proportion. 

The  early  floods  of  January  drew  the  bulk  of  the 
early  spring  migration  into  the  rivers  before  the  nets 
could  be  put  down,  hence  their  share  of  the  first  of 
the  season's  fish  was  so  far  lost.  The  damage  done 
to  plant  was  most  extensive.  Several  times  this 
season  the  same  net  has  been  torn  into  shreds  in  a 
night.  A  net  costs  from  £30  to  £60,  so  that  a  half- 
dozen  of  such  being  frequently  ruined  means  a 
heavy  toll  on  the  season's  drawings.  Again,  the 
long  spell  of  drought  during  i\Iay  and  June  and 
well  into  July  ruined  the  prospects  of  the  river 
stations  for  the  nonce,  and  set  back  their  lift. 

However,  what  was  lost  on  the  river  was  gained 
on  the  coast.  From  the  Ythan  to  the  Dee,  some 
eleven  or  twelve  miles,  during  the  month  of  July 
alone,  the  several  netting  stations  yielded  3700 
grilse,  1000  sea-trout  over  1  lb.  in  weight,  and  400 
salmon  in  four  single  weeks.  The  harvest  during 
this  past  July  has  been  so  rich  that  the  previous 
famine  returns  have  been  blotted  out,  the  damages 
to  nets  and  plant  generally  paid  for  twice  over, 
and  a  very  prosperous  time  closes  down  the  season 
a  fortnight  hence,  when  the  last  of  the  Ythan 
leaders  will  be  lifted.  The  Dee  proprietors  did  not 
share  so  much  in  these  July  hauls  as  those  to  the 
north  of  them,  yet  for  all  that  they  have  done  well 
enough. 

If  this  is  the  case  on  the  Aberdeenshire  coast  it  is 
the  same  elsewhere.  The  netters'  tribute  on  Sahno 
salar  is  far  too  heavy,  and  especially  on  the  grilse, 
which  are  the  backbone  of  our  salmon  supplies. 
1^11  off  the  grilse,  and  where  are  the  elder  fish  to 
come  from  ? 

The  engines  of  destruction  in  the  hands  of  the 
commercial  netter  are  of  the  very  best  that  science, 
skill,  and  experience  combined  can  manipulate. 
Every  year  during  the  past  two  decades  has  seen 
some  improvement  to  capture  Salnio  salar  or 
Sahno  trutta.  What  one  firm  adopts  to-day 
another  improves  on  to-morrow.   Not  content  with 
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the  ordinary  leader3,  wings  are  thrown  out  at  all 
angles  to  intercept  the  course  of  fish  and  lead  them 
into  the  fatal  bag.  Every  point  on  the  coast  is 
covered. 

Sportsmen  pay  long  rentals  and  are  entitled  to 
more  consideration  at  the  hands  of  angling  pro- 
prietors than  they  get.  If  the  Legislature  will  not 
move  in  the  matter,  proprietors  should  move  in  the 
matter  themselves. 

The  Dee  proprietors  have  done  well,  and  given  an 
object-lesson  to  the  country  how  to  improve  their 
waters.  They  have  benefited  a  hundredfold  by  the 
transaction.  The  nets  have  been  bought  up 
almost  to  the  sea;  There  is  one  station  yet,  and  it 
is  on  the  tapis  to  buy  it  up  next.  The  sooner  the 
better,  for  at  one  tide  on  Saturday  morning 
(Aug.  19),  with  a  few  inches  rise  in  the  river,  the 
Poweries  who  work  the  nets  boxed  sixty-five  heavy 
autumn  fish.  They  have  had  a  very  prosperous 
season  all  through.  They  came  north  some  years 
ago,  and  not  only  fished  scientifically  and  well,  but 
taught  tl^ir  neighbours  how  to  do  it  too,  and  the 
lesson  was  not  lost.  Were  the  nets  bought  up  at 
this  point,  sport  on  the  Dee  would  be  enhanced 
from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent.,  and  it  would  pay 
any  one  of  the  larger  proprietors  like  Crathes  or 
Glentana  to  do  it  himself. 

If  <he  netters'  tribute  this  season  be  a  reduced 
one,  they  have  themselves  to  blame.  They  cannot 
eat  the  cake  and  have  it,  and  when  the  goose  is 
killed  that  lays  the  golden  egg,  then  they  must 
trudge  to  market  with  an  empty  basket.  And  if 
something  of  real  economic  value  is  not  done  that 
time  is  not  far  off.  G.  Mackav. 


THE   "KING'S  FLEET." 


There  is  a  quiet  little  stretch  of  water,  about 
three  odd  miles  from  Felixstowe,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  "  King's  Fleet."  The  legend  has  it 
that  years  ago  there  was  such  a  tremendous  high 
tide  that  the  King's  fleet  was  driven  up  the  River 
Deben,  and  that  some  of  the  vessels  anchored  in 
this  stretch  of  water.  The  story  is  a  pretty  one, 
but  highly  improbable,  as  the  water  is  narrow,  not 
very  deep,  and  only  a  mile  and  a  half  long. 

To  reach  the  water  one  can  walk  along  the  sea 
front,  about  two  miles,  then  turn  to  the  left  by  the 
golf  house,  and  either  take  the  path  across  the 
marshes  or  keep  to  the  road  as  far  as  Felixstowe 
Ferry,  a  quiet,  old-world  spot,  and  then  cross  the 
marshes  to  the  keeper's  cottage.  Mr.  Perkins,  a 
broad-minded  native  of  Norfolk,  has  innumerable 
duties  to  perform  in  connection  with  the  foreshore ; 
but,  as  his  cottage  is  quite  close  to  the  "  King's 
Fleet,"  he  keeps  an  eye  on  the  water,  and  those 
who  wish  to  fish  must  produce  a  "permit,"  as  the 
water  is  "  strictly  private."  Except  for  a  farm  or 
two  a  mile  away,  this  cottage  stands  alone  on  the 
vast  marshes  which  skirt  the  River  Deben,  a  river, 
by-the-bye,  of  no  great  width  until  one  arrives  at 
the  upper  reaches,  where  it  expands  in  the  region 
of  Woodbridge.  Permits  to  fish  must  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  A.  Townsend  Cobbold,  of  the  Rookery, 
Sproughton,  Ipswich,  and  as  this  gentleman  is  a 
thorough  sportsman,  he  has  drawn  up  a  set  of  rules 
for  the  guidance  of  anglers. 

Rod  and  line  fishing  only  is  allowed,  with  use  of 
gaff  or  landing-net  for  landing  fish.  One  rod  and 
line  only  to  be  used  by  each  person  at  one  time. 
All  pike  under  24in.  extreme  length  must  be  at 
once  returned  alive  to  the  water.  A  measuring 
stick  will  be  found  in  the  boat.  No  angler  may 
take  away  more  than  six  pike  for  one  day's  fishing. 
Only  snap  tackle  is  to  be  used  for  pike  fishing,  and 
no  gorge  baits  or  trimmers  may  be  used.  No 
trailing  is  allowed.  The  close  season  for  pike  is 
March  1  to  August  31,  inclusive ;  other  fish, 
March  15  to  .June  1.5,  inclusive.  Instructions  as  to 
obtaining  the  boat  are  issued  with  the  permission 
to  fish. 

The  other  regulations  in  vogue  are  that  no  Sunday 
fishing  is  allowed,  and  that  a  charge  is  made  for  the 
use  of  a  boat  (there  are  only  two  boats  on  the 
water)  as  follows : — Pike  fishing,  'is.  Gd.  each  person 
for  the  day  (this  includes  the  right  to  fish  for  bait). 
Other  fish,  2s.  Gd.  per  day,  for  not  exceeding  two 
persons ;  23.  Gd.  extra  if  a  third  person  fishes. 
These  charges  are  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  are  to 
meet  the  out-of-pocket  expenses  only,  and  any 
surplus  will  be  devoted  to  charity.  Applicants 
applying  for  a  friend  must  state  his  name,  and 
should  state  the  date  on  which  they  desire  to  fish. 


Having  obtained  the  necessary  permit,  anglers 
can  either  reach  the  water  in  the  way  already 
indicated  or  drive  as  far  as  the  farm  and  then  walk 
to  the  cottage;  Mr.  Perkins  was  at  home  when  I 
called  the  other  evening.  He  had  just  "come  off 
the  marshes,"  and  I  arranged  all  the  details  for  the 
next  day's  fishing.    The  water  is  mostly  noted  for 


The  "King's  Fleet,"  Showing  One  of  the 
Pishing  Boats. 

tench,  some  of  my  friends  having  had  nine  or  ten 
of  these  fish  over  2^Ib.  each.  Pike,  they  say,  run 
large  ;  but  a  friend  of  mine,  who  tried  the  water  a 
season  or  two  ago,  could  not  get  one  over  81  b.  in 
weight.  I  found  the  water  well  stocked  with  fish, 
getting  about  100  to  150  roach  and  perch  a  day, 
but  the  size  of  the  fish  was  small — none  over  1  lb. 


The  Keeper's  Cottage  on  the  Marshes. 

In  addition  to  this  I  failed  to  attract  the  tench. 
However,  it  was  a  most  enjoyable  outing,  here  in 
absolute  quietude,  away  on  the  marshes  with  the 
bracing  air  from  the  sea  blowing  right  across  with- 
out obstruction.  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


"  Large  quantities  of  fish,"  says  the  Liverpool 
Daily  Courier  of  Aug.  18,  "  have  been  destroyed  in 
the  River  Glenn,  near  Spalding,  and  also  in  other 
fon  watercourses,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  salt 
water.  Tench,  roach,  and  eela  are  floating  on  the 
top  of  the  water  in  the  Glenn,  Risegate  Eau,  and 
otlinr  drains.  A  Surfleet  firm  of  brewers  recently 
liad  to  destroy  6000  gallons  of  beer  owing  to  the 
wator  used  in  manufacture,  drawn  from  the  Glenn, 
being  contaminated  with  salt  water.  Anglers  are 
much  concerned  at  the  wholesale  destruction  of 
fish." 


NIGHT  FISHIN^  FOE  SEA-TROUT.  1 

It  has  often  struck  me,  when  reading  the  corre-  .j. 
spondence  of  this  paper,  and  when  perusing  the  J 
sometimes  somewhat  dogmatic  articles  therein,  t 
"how  the  brethren  love  one  another."  Take  this  i 
clear  water  worm  controversy  which  is  raging  just  i 
at  present.  On  the  one  hand  we  are  told  by  the  t 
man  who  can  fish  it  that  the  sport  obtained  thereby  i 
is  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  fly  fishing  on  the  j 
market;  and  on  the  other,  the  fly  fisher  is  equally  J 
emphatic  in  his  condemnation  of  it.  My  opinion  3 
may  be  shortly  given:  I  cannot  fish  it  myself,  J 
although  I  have  tried,  but  I  have  an  immense  j 
admiration  for  the  skill  shown  by  the  man  who  J 
can.  Then,  again,  we  have  the  dry  and  wet  fly 
argument  with  us  always,  when  the  votary  of  the  \ 
former  art  is  generally  found  to  decry  the  follower  . 
of  the  latter  craft  as  little  better  than  a  poacher,  ■l 
I  can  call  me  to  mind  a  wet,  wild,  blustery  i 
day  on  a  southern  chalk  stream,  when  the  majority  ? 
of  these  purists  who  then  happened  to  be  angling 
on  it,  after  gazing  furtively  around,  sunk  their  flies 
and  fished  in  as  skilful  a  manner  as  any  north 
countryman  need  wish  to  see. 

This  little  preamble  of  mine  has  its  object,  and 
that  object  is  as  follows :  I  fully  expect  after  this 
article  has  appeared  that  some  carping  critic  will 
arise  and  tell  me  that  my  methods  are  not  sports- 
manlike, that  they  do  not  require  any  skill,  and  so 
on,  ad  nauseam.  Now  do  you  see  my  drift?  I 
want  to  be  first  in,  and  I  hereby  inform  any  such 
self-appointed  censor  of  fishing  morality  that  he 
may  as  well  save  himself  the  trouble,  and  further, 
that  should  he  hold  to  the  opinion  that  "  Night 
Fishing  for  Sea-Trout"  is  not  sportsmanlike,  etc., 
etc.,  he  knows  nothing  whatever  about  the  subject, 
and  may  therefore  as  well  hold  his  peace. 

And  now  let's  get  to  work.  It  might  serve  as 
an  introduction,  and  also  be  of  interest,  if  I  relate 
how  night  fishing  with  fly  for  sea-trout — locally 
morts  and  sprods — came  to  be  practised  on  the 
stream  of  which  I  write.  Some  forty  years  ago  it  was 
unknown,  and  the  only  method  employed  to  take 
these  fish  at  night  was  by  "bait  on  the  top,"  that 
is,  two  or  three  worms  impaled  on  a  big  hook  and 
fished  down  the  dubs  in  midwater.  To  obtain 
success  by  this  method  a  cloudy  sky  with  an  odd 
star  peeping  out  here  and  there  was  a  desideratum. 
When  the  moon  was  in  evidence  it  was  found  that 
these  morts  and  sprods  would  not  fasten  ;  they 
would,  in  a  general  way,  take  hold  of  the  worms, 
shake  them  and  leave  them,  but  mouth  them  they 
would  not.  In  those  days  it  was  the  custom, 
should  the  moon  be  on,  to  wait  until  it  had  got  so 
far  down  as  to  allow  the  right  shade  of  darkness, 
when  out  these  aforetime  anglers  would  sally  «lhd 
try  their  luck.  It  so  chanced,  on  one  of  these 
moonlight  nights,  that  one  among  them,  in  order 
to  kill  time  until  he  could  commence  his  "  baiting," 
put  on  a  line  of  flies  and  commenced  casting  care- 
lessly here  and  there.  He  had  not  made  many 
throws  when  he  felt  a  "  pull  "  at  the  other  end, 
and  in  striking  found  that  he  was  fast  into  a  good 
fish,  which  he  got ;  and  this  fish  was  followed  by 
others.  Poor  old  chap !  I  can  see  him  now, 
although  but  the  ghost  of  his  rod  has  plied  for 
many  years  now  on  the  stream  he  loved  so  well. 
He  was  my  fishing  mentor  in  early  days,  and 
many"8  the  time  and  oft  have  I  heard  the  old 
fellow  grunt  and  growl  as  he  recounted  how 
his  "patent"-  was  woefully  infringed  upon  by 
others,  when  his  secret  at  last  got  out.  I 
really  believe  that  the  old  man  honestly  thought 
that  the  aforesaid  infringement  was  purely  and 
simply  personal  robbery  of  his  particular  private 
property.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this  was  the  com- 
mencement of  fly  fishing  for  morts  by  night  on  our 
stream,  and  the  moon,  which  was  formeily  execrated, 
was,  contra,  just  as  eagerly  looked  forward  to,  aa 
it  was  found  that  the  new  art  was  of  no  use  without 
the  additional  increased  light  given  by  her.  Again, 
it  was  found  that  the  flies  used  for  night  required 
more  "stuff  "  in  them  than  those  used  for  day,  and 
that  they  were  more  killing  if  dressed  with  softer 
feathers  for  the  wings,  softer  bodies,  softer  hackles, 
or,  to  put  it  tersely,  they  gave  the  best  results  when 
dressed  "  mothy  " ;  and  the  gaudiness  of  the  day 
flies  gave  way  to  those  of  more  sober  hue  for  night 
fishing.  I  mentioned  just  now  that  the  moon  played 
an  important  part  in  these  nocturnal  excursions. 
We  reckon  on  two  moons  about  here  as  being  the 
moons  par  excellence  for  good  baskets — namely,  the 
August  and  September,  or  harvest  moon. 

It  is  DOt  impossible  to  get  fish  in  the  July  moon, 
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but  somehow  the  early  run  morts  do  not  feed  well 
at  night,  or  during  the  day  for  that  matter. 

Again,  I  have  caught  fresh-run  sea-trout  as  late 
as  the  November  moon,  but  I  tried  this  experiment 
but  once,  and  remember  the  occasion  well.  It  was 
a  mild,  soft  night,  and  I  strolled  some  four  miles 
down  the  stream  to  our  fishing  ground,  and  put  the 
rod  together. 

I  fished  but  one  dub,  taking  seven  fish,  all  fresh 
run,  and  as  bright  as  a  new  shilling ;  but  I  must 
confess  that  the  experience  partook  somewhat  of 
the  weird.  The  trees  were  leafless,  and  there  was  a 
deadly  stillness  around,  and  presently  I  began  to 
Eee  the  ghosts  of  rods,  that  had  long  since  passed 
away,  on  every  side.  It  gave  me  a  fit  of  the 
"  creeps,"  so  packing  up  I  left  the  uncanny  spot. 
I  think  if  I  had  had  a  bit  of  company  and  had 
stopped,  I  could  have  made  a  good  fishing  that 
night,  late  in  the  year  as  it  was. 

One  thing  about  fishing  these  moons  is  this,  that 
the  longer  you  have  to  wait  for  its  appearance,  so 
much  better  is  the  subsequent  sport.  I  can  perhaps 
explain  what  I  mean  in  a  better  way  by  stating  that 
there  is  always  a  good  hour  of  fishing  at  twilight, 
whether  there  be  a  moon  or  not.  Should  there  be 
one,  however,  you  may  have  to  wait  one  hour,  two 
hours,  or,  if  you  be  very  keen,  even  three,  before 
this  moon  rises,  and  its  light  is  available  for  your 
purpose.  This  refers  to  the  time  you  may  be  fishing 
some  miles  from  home.  Should  your  ground  lie 
handy,  the  best  plan  is  to  fish  the  twilight,  or,  as 
we  have  it,  the  "dusking"  ;  and  then  get  indoors 
*and  smoke  your  pipe  until  such  time  as  the  moon 
is  up.  There  is  another  hour  in  the  twenty-four 
which  is,  I  think,  the  best  of  all  for  this  kind  of 
fishing,  for  killing  morts,  killing  good  ones,  and 
killing  them  rapidly,  and  that  hour  is  the  one  when 
day  is  breaking.  To  fish  this  hour  in  its  perfection 
one  wants  no  moon  the  preceding  night,  or  the  very 
essence  of  its  goodness  is  wiped  out,  and  to  this  add 
a  dark  night.  With  no  moon,  and  on  nights  like 
ihese,  the  fish  keep  dropping  back  to  the  tail  end 
or  draws  of  the  dubs,  but  they  do  not  feed  until 
the  first  grey  change  in  the  sky  proclaims  that 
another  day  is  about  to  be  born.  Then  every  fish 
seems  to  be  on  the  move,  seeking  what  it  may 
devour.  At  this  time  you  will  find  morts  and 
sprods  on  water  bo  "  thin  "  that  in  the  daytime  you 
would  not  credit  it  good  enough  to  hold  a  two-ounce 
trout.  This  leads  me  to  say  that  it  may  be  laid 
down  as  a  general  lule  that  the  darker  the 
night  the  "thinner"  the  water  will  the  fish  be 
found  in.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  in 
proportion  to  the  darkness  or  lightness  of  the 
night,  so  in  proportion  will  the  size  of  your  fly 
have  to  be  adapted — lay  hold  of  this — the  darker 
the  night  the  bigger  the  fly.  While  on  flies,  let  me 
state  that  three  sizes  of  hooks  are  what  we  generally 
fish  here,  namely, fours,  fives,  and  sixes  (Kendal  size), 
and  for  preference  the  Limerick  bend.  You  may 
get  fish  on  odd  dark  nights  even  with  No.  10,  but  I 
generally  find  that  if  I  cannot  get  "pulls"  with 
No.  C)  it  is  but  time  wasted  bothering  with  bigger 
flies.  Still,  as  I  have  just  stated,  there  are  excep- 
tional times  when  the  fish  feed  well  on  the  bigger 
ones. 

When  fish  are  feeding,  and  the  light  is  right,  No. 
5  is,  I  consider,  by  far  and  away  the  best  size  you 
can  fish.  Again,  to  this  rule,  as  to  every  rule,  there 
are  exceptions,  and  I  can  well  call  to  mind  some 
clinking  sport  I  had  some  few  years  ago  with 
No.  4.  There  was  a  full  moon  on,  which  faced 
me,  and  the  necessary  clouds  were  so  thin  that 
the  light  was  so  good  that  I  could,  by  stooping 
down,  observe  each  fish  as  it  rose,  and  for  some 
two  hours  all  I  had  to  do  was  to  sit  on  my 
pannier  and  wait  for  one  of  these  rises,  put  my 
No.  4  over  the  fish,  when  I  either  creeled  or  hooked 
him,  generally  the  former,  for  they  were  coming 
well  and  "fastening,"  and  this  pretty  two  hours' 
work  resulted  in  the  taking  of  twenty-seven  fish, 
weighing  15|lb.  And  now  as  to  ground.  What 
•you  should  hsh  is  the  top  or  stream,  and  the  bottom 
or  draw  or  tail-end — call  it  what  you  will  — of 
some  large  dub,  where  you  know  sea  fish  lie.  And 
now  for  a  little  advice.  It  is  no  use  going  to  fish 
these  places  haphazard  by  night.  You  want  to 
carefully  examine  them  in  good  daylight,  and 
observe,  as  far  as  may  be.  the  swing  and  hang  of 
the  current,  and  also,  and  this  is  particular,  take 
special  notice  as  to  the  presence  of  any  snags,  etc. ; 
for  you  and  your  casting  line  will  of  a  surety  part 
company  in  the  coming  night  unless  this  precaution 
is  taken.  You  must  also  remember  that  objects 
look  vastly  different  by  night  to  what  they  do  by 


day,  and  you  will  find  that  it  will  take  you  some 
time  before  you  get  well  into  the  swing  of  stream 
or  draw.  To  fish  properly,  your  ground  should  be 
an  equally  open  book  to  you  by  night  as  by  day,  in 
other  words,  you  should  practically  know  every 
stone  in  the  beck  where  you  may  be  fishing. 
Rather  a  tall  order  you  say.  Nothing  of  the  sort 
if  you  take  an  interest  in  the  thing  and  wish  to 
obtain  the  very  best  results.  There  is  another  little 
matter  that  I  should  perhaps  refer  to  here,  and  that 
is,  never  mind  if  there  are  no  fish  to  be  seen  on  the 
"  thin  "  water  of  the  draw,  when  examining  by  day ; 
this  you  can  rely  on,  that  if  fish  be  anywhere  in  the 
dub,  they  will  mostly  fall  back  into  this  same 
"thin  "  water  at  night  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  ; 
for  although  the  top  end,  or  stream,  of  the  dub  is 
almost  certain  to  hold  a  fish  or  two,  it  is  to  these 
"draws  "  you  must  look  to  fill  your  creel.  Let  us 
take  it  that  these  preliminaries  are  accomplished, 
and  that  you  are  now  ready  for  your  night's 
pleasure. 

First  let  me  lay  down  this  golden  rule — neuer 
start  fishing  too  soon.  It  is  easier  to  write  this 
than  to  carry  it  into  effect,  as  I  know  by  personal 
experience.  Nevertheless,  it  is  such  a  good  rule  that 
I  cannot  emphasise  too  strongly  the  importance  of 
refraining  to  fish  until  the  light  will  allow,  but  only 
just  allow,  you  to  detect  the  rise  of  a  fish.  It  may 
happen — nay,  will  happen — that  while  you  are 
waiting  for  this  light  your  fish  will  begin  to  rise 
here,  there,  and  everywhere  in  fairly  good  day- 
light. The  temptation  to  fish  then  is  great.  I 
often  fall  myself,  and  as  often  rue  it,  but  let  me 
urge  upon  you  that  you  fall  not,  as  I  admit  falling, 
or  you  will  rue  it,  even  as  I  have  rued  it.  If 
fall  you  must  I  can  tell  you  now  what  the  conse- 
quences will  be  ninety-nine  times  out  of  every 
hundred,  and  they  are  :  that  you  will  probably  rise 
and  probably  get  an  odd  fish  or  so,  but  you  will 
only  scare  the  great  majority  of  them,  and  you 
will  find  that  when  your  real  fishing  for  the  night 
comes  on  these  fish  of  yours  will  be  very  much  on 
the  qui  vive.  Therefore  I  say  again 
take  this  rule  to  heart,  and  mark,  learn, 
and  inwardly  digest  it,  but  above  all 
follow  it.  Let  it  be  granted  that  you 
have  so  refrained,  and  that  the  light  is 
right.  You  will  have  previously  put 
on  and  well  soaked  a  line  of  No.  4. 
Commence  fishing  at  the  top  end  of 
your  draw,  and  fish  it  carefully,  yard 
by  yard,  down  stream.  If  your  flies 
are  right,  and  you  are  fishing  right,  and 
the  fish  are  feeding  at  all,  you  will  not 
have  fished  for  long  before  you  get  a 
decided  "  pull,"  when  you  must  strike 
smartly,  but  lightly,  as  it  sometimes 
happens  that  a  grilse  is  roving  about 
on  this  thin  water  at  this  "dusking" 
hour,  and  a  heavy  hand  then  means  an 
inevitable  smash.  If  you  hook  your 
fish  keep  him,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  safety,  in  hand,  so  as  to  avoid 
disturbing  the  others.  Should  he  not 
be  "there-'  when  you  strike,  do  not 
be  in  a  hurry,  he  will  probably  come 
again  unless  you  have  scratched  him. 
Fish  the  same  length  of  line  over  him 
two  or  three  times,  and  if  you  can't 
find  him  gradually  let  out  a  little  more,  as  he  will 
often  drop  back  a  foot  or  so  after  his  first  "  pull." 

As  the  night  gets  advanced,  or,  rather,  I  should 
put  it,  if  the  light  goes  a  bit,  and  you  find  your 
fish  not  pulling  as  at  first,  change  your  cast  to 
fives,  and  so  on  to  sixes,  and  upwards  if  you 
think  fit. 

Sometimes  you  will  find  that  you  will  get  "  pull " 
after  "  pull '-  without  getting  a  fish.  When  this  is 
so  it  may  be  taken  that  your  flies  are  too  big,  and 
a  smaller  size  should  be  substituted. 

Again,  should  you  be  fishing  any  particular  cast, 
and  should  you  find  the  fish  taking  one  of  the 
jacks  or  droppers,  examine  the  fly  next  day  and 
dress  a  tail  or  end  fly  to  that  pattern,  as  the  tail  fly 
is  the  one  you  have  mostly  to  rely  on  to  fill  your 
creel,  the  jacks  being  but  auxiliaries  to  that  end. 
We  in  these  parts  fish  three  flies  to  the  cast,  unless 
the  size  be  a  large  one,  when,  should  you  be  fishing 
a  small  rod,  two  will  be  found  as  much  as  most 
trout  rods  will  throw  with  comfort  and  accuracy. 
I  might  say  that  wading  does  not  seem  to  spoil 
your  fishing  at  night  if  done  with  care,  and  for 
that  reason  I  strongly  advocate  a  good,  fairly  stiff, 
powerful  rod  of  lipt.  or  12ft.  as  being  the  best 
weapon  for  this  class  of  fishing. 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  maximum  of 
sport  is  thereby  obtained,  which  is  not  the  case 
should  one  use  a  two-handed  rod.  One  or  two 
little  hints  and  I  have  finished.  If  there  V>e  no 
moon,  and  you  have  only  your  "dusking'-  fishing 
to  rely  on,  fish  your  best  bits  of  ground  rapidly 
over,  covering  as  much  as  you  possibly  can  within 
the  time  at  your  disposal.  It  will  frequently  happen 
that  your  fly  will  foul  the  bottom ;  should  this  take 
place,  and  you  find  it  will  not  come  away  with  a 
moderate  pull,  the  following  method  is  often 
effective.  Step  down  the  stream  a  yard  or  so,  let  a 
little  extra  line  out,  and  throw  smartly  over  and 
beyond  the  spot  where  your  fly  is  fast,  when  it  will 
probably  come  away.  If  it  doesn't,  and  the  water 
is  too  deep  to  wade  to  the  obstruction,  take  your 
line  in  your  hand  and  break  it  off,  if  it  won't  come 
any  other  way — time  is  too  precious  during  these 
August  and  September  moons  to  allow  of  any 
fiddling  or  finnicking.  Always  strike  when  pulling 
out  for  a  recast — you  never  know  what's  at  the 
other  end.  If  heavy  water  frost  be  on  the  stream, 
or  should  rain  be  hanging  about,  your  best  plan  is 
to  go  home,  morts  and  sprods  will  not  feed  at 
night  under  these  conditions  ;  and  you  may  as  well 
do  the  same  thing  if  a  clear  moon  be  shining  on  the 
water,  that  is,  a  moon  without  clouds  to  tone  down 
its  light  and  glitter.  Finally,  let  me  say  that  this 
sketch  is  but  a  very  imperfect  one.  You  cannot 
cram  thirty  years'  experience  into  an  article  of  this 
length ;  but  I  have  done  my  best,  in  the  space  at 
my  disposal,  to  try  and  shortly  put  before  you  a 
sport  which  has  afforded  me  some  of  the  happiest 
and  most  pleasant  hours  of  my  life.  H. 


"GUIDE  TO  SAINT 
DE  LUZ."* 


JEAN 


Where  shall  we  take  the  boys  ?  where  shall  we 
take  the  girls  ?  where  shall  we  take  ourselves  ?  and 
what  shall  we  do  when  we  get  there  ?  A  formidable 


The  Silver  Way" — A  Snap-shox  of  the  River 

BiDASSOA  BETWEEN  VeRA  AND  BeHOBIA. 


list  of  questions  truly,  but  easily  answered  and 
disposed  of  by  reading  the  "  Guide  to  Saint  Jean 
de  Luz."  An  excellent  publication  this,  and  one 
that  sets  forth  the  joys  and  attractions  of  the  Uttle 
town  in  simple  and  delightful  fashion. 

The  getting  there  presents  no  special  trouble. 
Take  any  of  the  routes  to  Paris,  the  cheapest  or 
the  dearest  according  to  your  purse  limits,  and 
thence  it  is  but  a  pleasant  train  journey.  Hotel  or 
apartments  are  not  difficult  to  find,  and  when 
found  are  comfortable  and  inexpensive  ;  the  Guide 
gives  a  trustworthy  list  of  both,  and  from  this  it 
should  be  an  easy  matter  to  make  arrangements 
either  beforehand  or  on  arrival. 

Once  safely  arrived  and  comfortably  housed,  the 
most  natural  question  is  what  is  to  be  seen  and 
done  ?  Amusements  offer  themselves  in  plenty. 
The  old  town  itself  possesses  considerable  historical 
and  antiquarian  interest,  and  well  repays  a  tour  of 
inspection.  The  language — Basque — is  weU-nigh 
impossible  to  the  visitor ;  indeed,  the  Guide  Book 
tells  us  that  there  is  a  legend  in  St.  Jean  de  Luz 
that  Satan  once  lived  seven  years  in  Biscay  and 
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then  departed,  finding  himself  unable  "either  to 
understand  or  to  make  himself  understood."  For- 
tunately, plenty  of  English  is  "  spoken  here,"  so 
the  traveller  need  have  no  fear  of  finding  himself 
in  the  same  unsatisfactory  position  as  was  the 
Evil  One. 

Fishing  is  to  be  had  in  plenty.  The  fronting 
lasts  from  February  until  mid-October,  and  there 
are  numerous  streams  and  rivers,  all  of  which  offer 
good  sport  with  the  fly.  A  list  of  the  best  flies  is 
given,  and,  as  the  water  is  nearly  always  clear  and 
bright,  small  ones  are  recommended  as  "  much 
preferable  to  the  large  and  coarse  ones." 

The  rivers — the  names  of  which,  by-the-bye, 
seem  quite  easily  pronounceable — are  the  Nivelle, 
Unxin,  Bidassoa  and  Nive,  and  all  these  have 
many  tributaries,  and  all  the  tributaries  contain 
many  trout.  The  Bidassoa  (a  photo  of  which  we 
reproduce)  is  said  to  be  "undoubtedly  the  best,"- 
and  certainly  from  the  point  of  scenery  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired. 

The  sea  fishing  should  supply  sport,  and  that  of 
a  somewhat  unusual  character.  There  are,  for 
instance,  the  red  and  the  white  tunny,  the  murlus, 
and  the  rousseau,  all  of  which  should  prove  a 
pleasant  change  from  the  dabs,  flounders,  and 
pouting  of  our  English  coast.  Then,  too,  we  have 
the  more  familiar  mullet,  mackerel,  and  also,  from 
November  to  January,  the  winter  mullet.  In 
addition  to  all  these,  the  Guide  Book  assures  us 
that  "rougets  are  caught  all  the  summer,"-  and 
whiting  in  immense  numbers  are  taken  during  the 
autumn  and  winter  months.  Now  with  all  these 
novelties  to  be  had  afloat,  and  the  good  trouting  to 
be  had  ashore,  St.  Jean  de  Luz  would  appear  to 
offer  no  shortage  of  opportunities  to  those  happy 
folk  who  chance  to  be  "  brothers  of  the  angle." 

For  those  who  go  a-wheel,  the  roads,  "thanks  to 
military  requirements,"  are  "excellent,"  while  the 
scenery,  if  not  "grand,  is  very  beautiful."  The 
neighbourhood  abounds  in  lovely  walks,  drives,  and 
excursions,  and  a  long  and  enticing  list  of  these  is 
included.  The  Casino  is  open  during  the  summer 
months,  and  here  "balls,  concerts,  and  theatrical 
displays  "  are  said  to  "take  place  daily." 

There  is  no  lack  of  games  to  be  had,  and  it  is 
possible — an  excellent  arrangement  this — to  join 
the  various  clubs,  golf,  Badminton,  tennis,  etc.,  at 
very  reasonable  rates  for  the  season,  three  months, 
one  month,  or  even  a  week,  according  to  the  length 
of  one's  visit. 

Finally,  we  are  told  that  during  the  summer 
months  "launches  make  frequent  trips  in  the  Bay 
and  round  the  breakwater,"  and  pleasant  inland 
excursions  may  be  had  by  "  row-boat  on  the  River 
Nivelle,"  taking  care  that  one  "  goes  up  with  the 
flood  and  returns  by  the  ebb,"  a  wise  precaution, 
as  all  who  know  our  English  tidal  rivers  would 
doubtless  testify. 

This  little  book  appears  to  have  been  written 
not  as  an  ordinary  guide  book  merely  to  give 
dates,  distances,  and  figures,  but  rather  as  the 
result  of  a  love  of  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  and  a  feeling 
that  the  enjoyment  found  there  by  the  author 
should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  others  that  they 
may  journey  thither  and  enjoy  it  too.  H. 


A  BANK  HOLIDAY  EXPEEI^INCE. 


The  London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway 
Company  have  advertised  Pulborough  and  Amberley 
as  a  perfect  paradise  for  London  anglers.  They 
are  perfectly  right,  it  is  indeed  a  lovely  place ;  and 
the  River  Arun,  with  its  many  bends,  has  in  years 
gone  by  produced  excellent  sport ;  grand  carp,  big 
jack,  roach,  bream,  and  other  fish.  Although  not 
so  much  fished  as  formerly,  one  hears  continual 
complaints  of  sport  falling  off,  caused  by  pollution. 
Many  anglers  and  others  have  noticed  the  dirty, 
stinking,  filthy  "yellow  stuff the  motor-boats  are 
continually  discharging  into  the  river.  Is  there  no 
river  pollution  law  to  prevent  this  ?  If  not,  there 
certainly  ought  to  be. 

When  we  started  on  our  holiday  it  was  beauti- 
fully fine,  and  no  sign  of  what  was  coming,  yet 
when  the  train  arrived  at  Pulborough  the  rain 
was  pouring  in  torrents.  How  frequently  an 
alteration  from  fine  to  wet,  or  vice  versa,  occurs 
when  one  gets  to  the  hills;  and  so  it  was  on  this 
occasion.  The  sun  shone  when  we  reached  Sutton, 
and  everyone  was  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  a 
fine  holiday;  but  directly  we  passed  Dorking 
heavy  clouds,  were  seen  to  be  gathering,  and  it 
began  to  rain  before  we  reached  Horsham,  forty 


miles  from  London.  Tlie  outlook  at  Pulborough, 
psppcially  over  the  Amberley  hills,  was,  to  say  the 
least,  disheartening. 

Without  loss  of  time  wc  made  for  the  nearest 
place  where  we  could  obtain  a  conveyance  to  take 
us  on  to  Watersfield,  where  we  had  taken  rooms. 
We  were  fortunate  to  obtain  a  covered  van.  Being 
open  back  and  front,  umbrellas  had  to  be  used  to 
keep  out  the  driving  rain.  Yet  others  fared  worse  ; 
umbrellas  and  parasols  were  turned  inside  out, 
and  many  weak  ones  shattered  in  a  perfect 
hurricane  of  wind  and  rain.  There  is  no  getting 
away  from  the  fact,  as  many  anglers  frequenting 
this  district  can  testify,  that  when  it  does  rain  it 
means  it.  At  last  we  arrived  at  Watersfield,  rather 
damp  but  not  discouraged. 

After  a  capital  breakfast,  friend  G.  H.  and  I 
started  out.  The  tide  was  ebbing,  so  wo  decided 
to  float-fish  until  it  turned  to  run  up,  which  would 
be  about  midday.  Wiiile  the  tide  was  an  the  run 
down  next  to  nothing  was  done,  only  a  few  small 
roach  and  two  bream  were  caught,  which  we  re- 
turned. On  the  lowest  part  of  the  ebb  more  than 
one  good  bream  was  landed,  the  best  fish  being 
caught  with  stiffly  made  bran  and  bread.  We 
both  tried  marsh  and  brandling  worms,  but  soon 
discontinued  them,  the  small  eels  ("shoe-strings," 
as  they  are  called)  pestering  us  tt)o  much. 

The  tide  was  now  running  up  strongly,  and  the 
rain,  which  had  given  over  for  a  short,  time,  re- 
commenced with  the  turn  of  the  tide  and  a  rising 
wind.  Just  as  I  had  hooked  a  good  fish,  and  laid 
down  my  big  umbrella  to  land  it  with  my  net, 
one  of  those  fearful  gusts  carried  my  old  gamp 
into  the  river,  the  wind  and  tide  taking  it  well  up 
stream  ;  and  before  I  could  land  my  fish  and  get  a 
short  rod,  winch,  and  running  line  ready,  it  was 
half  full  of  water  and  beginning  to  sink.  For- 
tunately, a  well  directed  cast  landed  the  bullet  in 
the  centre  and  round  one  of  the  ribs.  After  a  good 
tussle  it  was  at  length  brought  to  bank,  affording 
almost  as  much  sport  and  amusement  as  a  struggle 
with  the  late  Frank  Ives,  the  Aquarium  rod 
breaker  (rod  r.  man) ;  for  what  with  weight  of 
water,  the  great  size  of  the  gamp,  strength  of  wind 
and  tide,  it  was  a  case  of  pull  devil,  pull  baker. 
At  the  end  both  umbrella  and  I  were  nearly  worn 
out.  The  fish  we  afterwards  caught  failed  to 
afford  half  the  sport  and  excitement. 

Weather  and  tide  suitable,  I  have  seldom 
visited  this  particular  swim  without  getting 
fish,  either  bream  or  roach.  The  part  of 
the  River  Arun  I  am  referring  to  lies  midway 
between  Pulborough  and  Bury.  The  angler  wish- 
ing to  fish  this  bend  should,  upon  arriving  at 
Pulborough  Station,  proceed  over  the  Swan  Bridge 
along  the  road  to  Watersfield ;  when  near  Hardham 
turn  off  to  the  left  through  a  wapple  gate,  then 
along  the  canal  till  its  junction  with  the  river. 
The  spot  I  mean  is  situated  at  the  first  bend  on 
one's  right  hand,  there  being  a  nice  deej)  swim 
even  at  low  water.  It  is  a  long  walk,  but  well 
worth  the  trouble,  being  quiet  and  well  out  of  the 
crowd.  It  can  be  fished  in  the  Lea  style,  with  an 
eighteen  or  twenty  foot  roach  rod  and  tight  line, 
the  float  to  carry  six  or  eight  small  shots.  No.  10 
Crystal  hook  ;  or  a  light  leger  lead,  cupping  bread 
and  bran. 

Novices,  who  perhaps  have  never  seen  this 
method,  should  take  the  exact  depth  in  the  usual 
way  by  plumbing,  then  shift  the  float  up  the  hne 
some  twelve  or  more  inches ;  this  allows  the  shots 
to  lie  dead  on  the  bottom.  Keep  the  point  of  the 
rod  against  the  stream,  thus  retarding  the  float, 
wliich  must' be  held  steady.  A  rest  at  times  comes 
in  handy,  especially  if  a  strong  wind  is  blowing. 
If  a  landing-net  is  used  for  bream  always  be  careful 
to  well  wash  and  dry  it  after  use,  or  it  will  retain 
"an  ancient  and  fish-like  smell." 

The  next  day  turned  out  gloriously  fine,  which 
was  fortunate,  as  we  had  promised  to  meet  some 
friends  and  fish  at  Houghton  Bridge,  near  Amberley. 
Here  the  stream,  especially  at  some  portions  of  the 
tide,  is  very  strong,  necessitating  legering,  a  much 
heavier  bullet  being  used.  The  tide  ebbs  eight 
hours,  and  runs  up  in  four  hours ;  this  speaks  for 
itself,  as  one  would  have  to  plumb  one's  depth 
every  ten  minutes,  for  owing  to  the  run  of  the  tide 
the  depth  is  continually  altering,  therefore  I  much 
prefer  to  leger.  It  can  be  done  cither  with  a 
tight  or  running  line  and  winch. 

If  an  angler  is  not  getting  fish,  or  is  dissatisfied 
with  his  pitch,  let  him  shift  when  the  tide  is  well 
on  the  ebb,  as  fish  frequently  go  off  feed  at  this 
time.     On  the  other  hand,  never  walk  about  or 


change  swims  when  the  tide  is  making  either  at 
lowest  part  of  ebb  or  top  slack,  for  as  a  rule  it  is 
far  and  away  the  best  time  for  sport ;  "wait  for 
the  turn  of  the  tide,"  and  fish  then  for  all  one  is 
worth.  When  legering  with  my  roach  rod  I  use 
six  feet  of  fine  gut  and  ten  feet  of  light  Nottingham 
line,  making  the  whole  length  of  line  about  two  ' 
feet  shorter  than  the  rod,  not  any  too  long  when 
the  tide  is  up  at  this  part  of  the  Arun.  For  this 
method  of  fishing  many  anglers  use  No.  7  and  8 
hooks  on  fine;  drawn  gut ;  these  sizes  will  answer 
for  worms  and  paste,  large  baits  attracting  good  - 
fish,  bream  being  especially  fond  of  white  paste  or 
stiff  bread  and  bran.  If  fishing  after  dark,  discaid 
one  hook,  or  the  second  hook  may  catch  into 
something,  or  the  bullet  fall  through  the  net, 
causing  a  great  loss  of  time  in  getting  ready  to  ' 
start  again.  ', 

Anglers  who  intend  to  be  down  for  several  days, 
the  four,  five,  six,  and  seven  o'clock  tides  ought 
certainly  prove  better  for  sport  than  the  one-day 
angler.    The  six  o'clock  high  tide  at  Houghton 
Bridge  is  one  of  the  best,  especially  in  the  evening, 
as  I  have  always  found  fish  feed  best  at  the  top  of  i 
the  tide,  between  the  hours  of  six  p.m.  and  six  a.m.  1 
During  the  hot  months  bream  mostly  go  off  feed  1 
directly  the  sun  is  up.  i 

If  the  angler  notices  the  bait  or  the  bullet  is  cold  ■ 
to  the  touch,  he  may  rest  assured  he  will  have  but  g 
very  little,  if  any,  sport  that  day.  After  a  thunder-  -4 
storm  the  spring  water  from  the  chalk  hills  chill  | 
certain  parts  of  the  river,  and  roach  and  bream  go  I 
completely  off  feed  for  a  time.  I  believe  this  is  9 
the  case  in  most,  if  not  all,  chalk  streams.  I  have  j 
invariably  found  warm,  settled  weather  the  best  2 
for  sport  in  the  Arun.  1 

As  the  mud  banks  run  some  distance  out  when  U 
'the  tide  is  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  ebb,  especially  f 
near  the  fourth  cutting,  Burpham  or  at  South  i 
Stoke,  it  is  as  well  to  have  one's  landing-net  handle 
a  good  length,  say,  six  or  more  feet  in  length,  cr  at  ; 
times  one  cannot  reach  the  fish.  Nothing  is  moie  j 
annoying  than  after  having  killed  a  good  bream  to  'j 
lose  it,  leaving  it  to  dry  up  in  the  sun  just  out  of  i 
one's  reach.  F.  M.  f 


ORIGIN  OP  THE  THAMES  ANGLING 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY, 


SiH, — A  short  account  of  the  oiigin  of  this 
society,  which  now,  I  am  pleased  to  see,  numbers 
more  than  400  members,  may  po-sibly  not  be  with- 
out its  interest  to  some  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fisherman'' s  Magazine. 

The  society  commenced  at  a  time  when  fishing 
was,  perhaps,  at  its  lowest  ebb  in  the  River 
Thames.  In  fact,  except  a  few  roach  fishers  near 
Richmond  Bridge,  and  a  solitary  Triton  hovering 
over  the  barbel  in  Hampton  Deep,  little  in  the 
shape  of  sport  was  to  be  seen.  To  be  sure  one 
heard  now  and  then  of  a  patriarchal  trout  being 
taken  by  that  expert  spinner,  Peter  Purdy,  at 
Shepperton,  or  by  Mr.  G.  Marshall,  one  of  the  last 
of  the  old  school  of  fishermen,  who  on  one  occasion 
landed  a  Thames  trout  of  IGlb.  weight,  and  which 
had  broken  from  him  two  days  before.  The  set  of 
hooks  and  a  portion  of  his  line  were  found  in  its 
mouth.  This  fish,  with  both  tackle  still  in  its  jaws, 
1  saw  preserved  in  a  glass  case  at  Mr.  Marshairs 
house  in  London. 

With  a  few  such  exceptions,  the  sport  to  be  had 
in  the  Thames  was,  as  before  stated,  very 
indifferent.  In  fact,  the  river  was  regulaily 
poached,  and  that  with  impunity.  As  one  instance 
of  this  it  may  be  mentioned  that  boats  were  partly 
sunk  along  the  piles  at  the  weirs,  into  whicli  the 
fish  fell  as  they  struggled  up  the  stream,  towards 
their  spawning  shallows.  Ihen  again  at  the  time 
of  floods,  when  the  meadows  were  covered,  the  fish 
resorted  there  to  feed  oq  the  worms,  and  other 
bait,  and  were  readily  taken  in  nets.  These  two 
facts  alone  might  account  for  the  deficiency  of  fish 
in  the  river,  but  there  was  another  cause.  Illegal 
nets  were  used  with  little  or  no  interference,  so 
that  small  as  well  as  large  fish  were  taken. 

In  order  to  put  a  stop  to  these  depredations,  three 
memorials  were  prepared  and  addressed  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen  of  London — 
one  signed  by  residents  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames 
between  Stames  and  Richmond  Bridges,  one  by  the 
owners  of  fishing  boats  let  out  for  hire,  and  the 
third  by  the  innkeepers  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames 
— all  asking  for  increased  powers  to  protect  the 
river.    Accordingly  a  deputation,  consisting,  if  I 
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remember  rightly,  of  Mr.  Edward  Mills,  the  late 
Mr.  Perkins,  of  Hanwell  Park,  the  late  ilr.  Farnell. 
and  the  writer  of  this  paper,  ^-aited  on  the  Lord 
Mayor  with  these  petitions,  and  subsequently 
obtained  permission  to  have  certain  portions  of  the 
river,  which  could  not  interfere  with  the  navigation, 
staked,  to  seize  illegal  nets  and  also  persons  who 
were  found  netting  the  meadows  at  the  time  of  the 
floods.  They  also  obtained  an  order  to  have  the 
paddles  of  the  weirs  raised  so  as  to  admit  the  free 
passage  of  fish  going  to  "  hill,"  as  it  is  called — that 
IS,  going  to  the  shallows  to  spawn. 

In  order  to  carry  these  proposed  an-angements 
into  effect  subscriptions  were  entered  into,  keepers 
were  appointed,  and  certain  portions  of  the  river 
effectually  staked,  some  poachers  were  apprehended 
•  and  prosecuted  and  their  nets  seized  and  condemned, 
and  fish  had  free  access  to  their  ^pa^vning  ground. 
The  effect  of  these  arrangements  was  apparent  in 
two  or  three  years,  when  fi.«hermen  generally  had 
good  sport,  or  at  all  events  better  than  for  many 
previous  years.  As  a  proof  of  this  I  may  mention 
that  I  accompanied  a  friend  of  mine  as  an  amateur 
Ln  his  boat  last  autumn  while  he  spun  for  pike,  and 
saw  him  put  twenty-two  of  these  fish  in  his  boat's 
well,  with  two  or  three  good-sized  perch,  in  the 
course  of  three  hours.  It  should  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  he  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best  spinners  of 
a  bait  in  England. 

I  may  add  in  conclusion  that  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  was  much  indebted  to  the 
London  roach  anglers  for  contributions.  They  may 
still  be  seen  off  Richmond  Bridge  and  other  parts 
of  the  Thames  pursuing  their  sport  very  success- 
fully, and  probably  there  are  no  roach  fishers  in 
Europe  who  can  compete  with  them  either  in  skill 
or  patience. — I  am,  etc.,  Edwaed  Jesse. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fisherman's  Magazine,  1864:. 


BASS    FISHING    AT    HOME  AND 
ABROAD. 


Of  course,  none  of  us  believe  that  such  magnifi- 
cent striped  bass  fishing  as  was  vouchsafed  Ameri- 
can anglers  in  former  years  is  to  return  to  us  again. 
It  is  a  thing  of  the  past ;  something  to  be  remem- 
bered with  enthusiasm,  which,  alas !  is  tempered  by 
regret. 

But  we  occasionally  obtain  a  glimpse  of  some- 
thing that  resembles  what  was  then  a  prevailing 
condition,  and  it  awakens  in  us  a  feeling  of  ecstasy 
and  keen  anticipation  quite  diflBcult  to  describe. 
One  cannot  read  such  accounts  as  have  recently 
been  printed  in  contemporary  journals  without 
being  aroused  to  enthusiasm.  Here  are  some  of 
them: 

At  Avon  on  the  Jersey  coast  four  fish  were  taken 
in  a  single  day,  the  largest  of  which  weighed  over 
14lb.,  and  the  remaining  three  were  of  nearly  the 
same  size.  Another  is  reported  to  have  been  taken 
of  20lb.  weight.  A  few  days  subsequent  to  this 
catch  some  of  the  largest  bass  ever  caught  on  that 
coast  with  rod  and  reel  were  taken  by  Daniel  B. 
De  Keim,  51  lb.,  at  Deal  Beach  ;  by  Elmer  Hunt  at 
the  same  place  one  weighing  31  lb.,  and  one  weighing 
19jlb.,  at  Avon,  by  Low  Johnson. 

These  catches  of  large  fish  do  not  indicate  that 
the  former  splendours  of  the  race  are  to  be  renewed, 
but  they  are  interesting  as  showing  that  the  we'rs, 
pounds,  etc.,  have  not  yet  captured  all  that  are 
deserving  the  angler's  attention.  What  glorious 
outings  we  would  have  if  the  destructive  traps, 
which  engulf  everything  that  approaches  them, 
could  be  abolished.  That  would  be  hoping  for  too 
much,  however,  and  we  anglers  must  content  our- 
selves with  such  bass  as  have  escaped  those  great 
engines  of  destruction  which  lie  along  our  coast. 

Formerly,  thirty,  forty,  and  fifty  pounders  were 
often  captured,  and  sometimes  an  eighty  or  even 
hundred  pounder  was  brought  to  the  gaff ;  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  records  of  the  Cuttyhunk 
and  other  baas  fishing  clubs  fail  to  show  that  any 
very  large  fish  have  been  taken  in  recent  years.  The 
average  size  of  the  striped  bass  is  not  only  steadily 
decreasing  year  by  year,  but  its  numbers  are  also 
falling  off  in  the  same  proportion,  and  it  seems  to 
be  only  a  question  of  time  when  this  glorious  game 
fish  will  be  extirpated  in  near-by  waters. 

But  while  it  lasts,  it  will  be  one  of  the  angler  s 
chief  delights,  be  it  great  or  be  it  small,  whether  it 
u  taken  from  the  locky  shores  which  abound  on 
our  coast  or  by  still-fishing  from  a  boat  in  the  tide- 
ways. Fortunately,  there  are  considerable  stretches 
on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  in  which  the  setting  of 


weirs  and  pounds  is  impossible,  and  as  those  happen 
to  be  ihe  very  localities  in  which  the  bass  loves  to 
dwell,  rocky  shores  often  rising  shpcr  from  the 
water  many  feet  in  height,  and  covered  from  their 
base  to  high-water  mark  with  kelp,  alg;e.  and  all 
the  other  m-irine  plants  which  h-irboMr  the  small 
cru.^taceans,  minnows,  fry,  and  all  kind?  of  minute 
aquatic  life  that  furnish  sustenance  for  the  beautiful 
fish,  the  bass,  if  it  restricts  its  wanderings  to  such 
locilities,  has  a  fair  chance  for  life,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  there  are  many  such  places 
all  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Cod  bay  northward 
to  the  Gut  of  these  rocky  shores,  ai\d  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  scientific  surf  angler  would  often 
find  an  abundance  of  fish  which  would  be  well 
worth  his  attention. 

The  hand-line  fisherman  wastes  no  time  on  them. 
His  work  lies  among  the  cod,  haddock,  halibut,  and 
pollack,  and  if  he  should  succeed  in  capturing,  now 
and  then,  a  striped  bass,  the  chances  are  he  would 
return  it  to  the  water,  just  as  he  would  a  sculpin, 
ray,  or  other  worthless  fish.  Its  delicate  edible 
qualities  are  unknown  to  him,  and  if  he  succeeded 
in  capturing  a  boatload  of  them  he  would  find  no 
market  for  them,  for  the  people  of  the  fishing  towns 
all  along  the  coast  know  nothing  and  care  nothing 
for  any  species  different  from  those  they  are 
accustomed  to  handle. 

To  show  this  the  following  incident  will  prove 
interesting.  A  large  number  of  striped  bass  were 
captured  at  the  outlet  of  a  small  lake  at  Little 
Harbour  a  year  or  two  ago.  they  having  been  driven 
into  shallow  water  from  which  they  could  not  pos- 
sibly escape.  They  were  killed  with  clubs,  pitch- 
forks, and  such  other  weapons  as  were  obtainable, 
and  a  large  waggon  load  was  carried  to  a  seaport 
town  of  considerable  size.  But,  although  the  fish 
were  in  excellent  condition,  many  of  them  being 
from  two  to  three  feet  in  length,  there  was  no  de- 
mand for  them.  The  townspeople  knew  nothing  of 
their  table  qualities;  in  fact,  most  of  them  had 
never  heard  of  the  existence  of  the  bass,  and  the 
entire  load  was  disposed  of  to  a  gentleman  who 
bought  them  at  a  venture,  paying  for  the  entire 
shipment  the  small  sum  of  two  dollars. 

Although  it  is  a  game  fish  of  the  highest  order,  it 
does  not  possess  that  reckless  dash  which  character- 
ises the  taking  of  the  bait  by  the  bluefish  ;  in  fact, 
in  a  majority  of  cases  I  consider  it  is  what  may  be 
called  a  timid,  fastidious  biter.  Even  when  taking 
the  menhaden  bait  in  the  dashing  surf,  it  often 
follows  it  a  considerable  distance,  scanning  it  closely, 
and  sometimes  turning  from  it  and  darting  away. 

But  if  there  is  a  lacK  of  congenial  food,  the  bass 
is  not  so  diffident,  although  it  rarely  displays  the 
eagerness  that  is  shown  by  the  bluefish.  In  still- 
fishing  from  a  boat  one  finds  that  the  bass  takes 
the  bait  in  a  gingerh^  manner,  so  delicately,  in  fact, 
that  the  float  when  such  is  used  is  hardly  submerged, 
or  even  moved  very  much  more  briskly  than  it 
would  be  by  a  perch  of  a  ^Ib.  weight ;  but  when 
the  hook  is  felt,  the  strength  and  vigour  of  the 
bass,  even  such  small  fish  as  one  or  two-pounders, 
often  astonish  the  neophyte. 

A  101b.  or  121b.  fish  is  as  strong  and  sturdy  a 
fighter  as  is  a  salmon  of  equal  weight,  and  had  it 
the  saltatory  powers  of  the  other  it  would  be 
regarded  as  its  equal,  if  not  its  superior. 

For  surf  casting  a  strip  of  menhaden  or  herring 
is  beyond  question  the  best  of  all  baits.  There  is 
something  about  it,  perhaps  the  oil  which  it  contains 
or  the  strong  flavour  of  its  meat,  which  seems  to 
attract  the  bass  by  the  sense  of  smell  from  a  con- 
siderable distance ;  in  fact,  for  most  of  the  salt- 
water fish  a  bait  from  a  herring  or  any  allied 
species  is  the  most  taking  lure  that  can  be  employed. 

Fish  are  more  often  attracted  to  their  food  by 
their  olfactory  sense  rather  than  by  that  of  sight, 
and  the  juices  of  a  fat  herring  seem  to  permeate  the 
water  to  a  degree  that  is  not  generally  suspected. 
I  was  told  by  a  fisherman  a  few  days  ago  that  the 
cod  will  come  to  the  herring  bait  from  a  consider- 
able distance;  that  if  two  boats  are  anchored  a 
half  mile  apart,  one  of  them  having  nothing  but 
clams  for  bait,  the  other  being  supplied  with  her- 
ring, the  first  may  as  well  pull  up  lines  and  quit, 
for  the  other  will  get  all  the  cod,  haddock,  etc., 
there  are  in  that  vicinity;  and  "bankers'"  have 
often  been  obliged  to  return  to  port  with  very  light 
fares  in  consequence  of  having  nothing  but  clam 
bait,  while  others  more  fortunate  in  having  their 
trawls,  etc.,  baited  with  herrings,  came  in  with  full 
fares  of  large  fish. — A.  Samuels  in  Shooting  and 
Fishing  (U.S.A.). 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

liipurts  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hg 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — <;kni;ral  Rkmakks. — The  river  is 
low,  and  has  a  feeble  stream.  Fish  are  feeding 
rather  poorly,  but  here  and  there  some  fair  takes  of 
roa'-h  liave  been  had.  The  size,  as  a  rule,  however, 
has  been  small.  Barbel  have  been  feeding  a  little 
better,  but  the  three  days'  competition  of  the 
K.P.S.  only  resulted  in  a  few  small  barbel  being 
caught.  At  Teddington  Weir  sport  has  varied 
greatly,  some  days  very  few  fi.sh  being  sesured, 
whilst  on  others  good  roach  and  dace  have  been 
caught.  Master  Sands  had  the  best  roa^-h  during 
the  week,  a  fine  fish  for  the  summer  of  1  lb.  Tioz. 
Some  considerable  stir  Is  being  caused  by  the  fact 
that  the  Thames  Salmon  A.ssoeiation  is  still  further 
endeavouring  to  reintroduce  salmon  into  the 
Thames,  and  it  is  belie%-ed  by  some  that  should 
salmon  again  find  the  river  suitable  anglers  may 
lose  some  of  the  privileges  they  enjoy  at  the  present 
time.  I  hope  to  refer  to  this  matter  more  fully  next 
week. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

THajues  (Henley). — Recent  rauis  have  freshened 
the  river  a  little,  but  a  lot  more  is  wanted  to  put 
it  into  good  condition.  Sport  has  been  quiet  during 
the  week ;  a  few  chub  up  to  31b.  have  been  caught, 
and  a  trout  of  about  31b.  has  been  taken  at 
Hambledon  Weir.  Patrons  of  G.  Arlett  have 
caught  a  lot  of  gudgeon,  and  Mr.  Hawes  and 
friends,  fishing  with  W.  Vaughan,  have  caught 
twenty  dozen  of  these  Uttle  fish  in  one  day,  these 
anglers  also  taking  several  good  perch  on  pater- 
noster tackle  while  at  this  kind  of  fishing.  G.  Smith, 
fisliing  with  a  local  angler  at  Shiplake,  took 
26\h.  of  roach,  aU  of  which  were  taken  after 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  using  breadcrust  for  bait. 
Mr.  Messenger,  fishing  from  the  houseboat  Bedouin, 
at  Shiplake.  has  caught  three  grand  roach  weighing 
21b.  2oz.,  21b.  Uoz.,  and  21b.  ioz.  These  fish,  like 
many  other  big  "roach  this  season,  were. caught  with 
cheese  paste.  Mr.  G.  W.  Reeves  and  Mr.  H.  Little- 
wood  have  taken  some  nice  roach  up  to  1  lb.,  and 
four  jack  up  to  2Jlb.  Mr.  J.  Crisp  and  Mr.  M. 
Moloy  have  taken  some  nice  roach  and  chub  up  to 
31b.  with  the  fly.  Roach  are  not  feeding  so  well 
just  at  present  owing  to  the  rough  winds  and  lack 
of  stream,  anglers  being  unable  to  fish  the  best 
swims.  Barbel,  too,  are  off  the  feed.  With  more 
rain,  however,  prospects  should  improve  all  round. 
— Stakley  Mead. 

Thames  (Sunbury).— Brothers  Hemmings,  out 
with  me  two  days,  had  251b.  of  roach,  and  another 
dav,  with  Clark,  a  trout  of  2ilb.,  and  during  the 
week  a  few  perch,  the  largest  just  over  lib.,  and 
one  jack  of  4lb.  A  few  nice  chub  have  been  caught 
by  them.  Barbel  are  not  on  yet.  The  river  is 
getting  a  bit  bright. — H.  Hebbekt. 

Botiiisham  ijooks  (Waterbeach).  —  On  this 
stret-h  of  the  Cam  it  is  several  years  since  we  have 
had  so  much  fife  in  angling  matters  in  August  as 
we  have  had  this  year.  No  doubt  the  tine  weather 
and  the  river  being  well  stocked  with  all  kinds  of 
coarse  fish  will  account  lor  this  principally.  During 
the  week,  two  days,  bream-fi-shuig  was  good, 
numerous  bags  seen  from  (Ub.  to  121o. ;  baits,  the 
brandling  worm  and  creed  wheat.  Roach-fishing 
has  improved;  some  good  bags  had  up  to  101b., 
also  a  quantity  of  smaller  mixed  bags  too  numerous 
to  mention.  With  the  river  being.replenished  with 
some  heavy  showers  of  rain  the  last  three  days, 
expectatioiis  run  high  for  continued  good  sport. 
The  ladv  anglers  are  doing  well  with  good  catches 
of  roach. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. ,  ,  . 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Much  needed  ram 
has  fallen  and  has  had  the  effect  of  materiaUy  riskig 
the  stream,  wliilst  a  large  quantity  of  fish  are  com- 
puted to  have  gone  into  the  upper  waters.  It  is 
expected,  however,  that  more  fish  will  be  on  the 
move.  Some  good  takes  with  the  flj-  are  reported. 
Mr.  H.  T.  Distm  had  a  lovely  basket  of  eleven  peal 
and  three  trout  all  in  the  pink  of  condition ;  ^Mr.  W\ 
F.  Tolht.  four  peal ;  Mr.  J.  Edmonds,  three  ;  Mr.  E. 
Distin.  seven :  and  ilr.  M.  Revell  also  had  a  nice 
fish.  Night  fishing  is  still  the  order,  and  little  has 
been  done  in  the  dajtime.  The  fish  are  shy  and  are 
not  taking  well,  although  a  good  number  are  in  the 
stream.  The  large  pool  at  Staverton  Bridge  has 
now  been  tilled  up.  and  all  sportsmen  will  be  glad 
to  hear  this.— Devoniax. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).  —  The 
prospects  are  excellent.  The  river  is  in  grand  order, 
the  rain  at  the  week-end  having  raised  it  more  than 
a  foot,  and  all  the  migratory  fish  are  rurmuig  in 
large  numbers.  White  trout  are  very  nimierous  at 
Workington,  baskets  of  from  a  dozen  to  thirty 
having  been  bv  no  means  uncommon,  and  the  fish 
average  well  in  weight.  Sea-trout  are  also  up  in  large 
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numbers.  On  the  Angling  Association's  water  some 
splendid  sport  has  been  secured.  Mr.  T.  P.  Martin 
had  two  baskets  of  ten  and  nine  sea-trout,  averag- 
ing over  l^lb.  each.  Mr.  T.  Rook,  one  evening,  had 
seventeen  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  T.  Johnston,  fourteen 
all  with  fly.  Grilse  and  salmon  are  showing,  and  it 
the  water  does  not  go  down  again  we  shall  probably 
have  a  good  back  end.  The  coops  at  Salmon  Hall 
have  done  well,  and  one  draught  of  the  nets  yielded 
twenty-five  salmon. — Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  streams 
have  benefited  as  the  result  of  the  rain,  and  in 
many  cases  they  have  been  cleansed  substantially. 
A  further  downpour  would  not,  however,  do  much 
harm,  and  would  be  welcomed  in  many  quartei  s. — 
Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  has  been 
more  favourable  for  sport  these  last  few  days  tlian 
has  been  the  case  for  some  time.  Some  good  bags 
have  been  made  in  this  district.  The  Rev.  W.  M. 
O'Kam  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Fisher  each  had  a  good  hag 
when  out  on  Wednesday,  the  caterpillar  (artificial) 
proving  the  most  killing. — Foster  Brothers. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dulverton). — These  rivers  are 
now  in  good  fishing  order.  After  a  long  period  of 
low  water,  the  prospects  are  now  exceptionally 
good. — Blue  Upright. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  few  trout  have 
been  caught  in  the  Exe  in  the  evenings,  but  river  is 
very  low  and  rain  is  badly  wanted  to  improve  the 
fishing.  Coarse  fish  have  been  caught  near  St. 
David's  Station,  Exwick,  and  near  Cowley,  princi- 
pally roach,  perch,  and  eels.  In  the  Exeter  Canal 
near  the  Lime  Kilns,  some  good  catches  of  perch  and 
tench  have  been  made,  and  one  perch  was  caught 
recently  of  nearly  41b.,  and  tench  up  to  31b.  each 
with  worm,  and  roach  of  medium  size  with  paste. 
A  few  bass  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth  and  Teign- 
mouth  respectively,  chiefly  in  boats,  while  some 
catches  of  same  fish  and  fine  eels  have  been  made 
from  the  Exmouth  Pier.  Two  finely  set-up  perch 
are  now  being  exhibited  in  a  shop  window  in  Exeter, 
and  weigh  respectively  31b.  lOoz.  and  31b.  6oz. — • 
Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  Another  indifferent 
week's  sport  is  recorded,  the  weather  having  been 
very  cold  and  boisterous.  Anglers  have  also  had 
to  contend  against  a  very  bright  water,  and  the 
fish  have  been  sluggish  and  shy.  Roach  have  fed 
best,  and  the  most  satisfactory  takes  are  reported 
between  Rye  House  and  St.  Margaret's.  A  few 
perch  have  been  caught,  but  "  jacking  "  has  been 
slow.  Rain  fell  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  but  a 
really  heavy  and  continuous  downpour  is  required 
to  flush  the  Lea,  Stort,  Beane,  Rib,  Mimram,  and 
Ash. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  low.  The 
weeds  are  being  cut,  and  a  new  staunch  erected. 
In  a  few  days  there  will  be  some  good  fishing. 
During  the  forepart  of  the  week  some  good  bags  of 
roach  and  dace  were  taken.  Boats,  baits,  etc., 
from  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

ItUgg  and  Arrow  (LeoAmste>-i.— Both  these 
streams  have  been  improved  by  the  late  falls  of 
rain,  which  has  been  had  during  the  night,  and  the 
water,  although  rather  low,  is  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  suitable  for  anglers 
to  get  out,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  on 
the  river.  The  trout  have  been  quiet,  but  grayling 
are  beginning  tj  lise  better  after  the  one  or  two 
cold  nights,  and  they  are  taking  Silver  Twisted 
Blue,  Green  Insect,  Red  Tag.  and  August  Dun, 
and  some  fair-sized  fish  have  been  caught.  Wasp 
grub  has  accounted  for  nice  fish.  The  prospe  ts  for 
sport  are  favourable.  (The  Pinsley  is  low  but  in 
Older. — G  WYNNE. 

Nene  (Feterborougrli). — The  nice  rains  we  have 
had  will  effect  an  improvement,  although  conditions 
generally  have  been  favourable  for  our  anglers, 
who  are  looking  forward  to  a  clearance  of  the  weeds, 
when,  with  colder  weather,  pike  fishing  may  be 
indulged  in.  The  catohes  of  roach  are  still  heavy, 
and  a  very  fine  one  was  cauglit  at  Elton,  on  Aug.  19, 
by  Mr.  Chas.  Spence.  it  weighed  251b.  Camping  at 
Barnwell,  near  Oundle.  Messrs.  Green,  Steward,  and 
Vernon,  of  Peterborough,  had  some  excellent  sport, 
securing  several  stone  of  bream,  several  weighing 
up  to  .51b.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry) — Very  windy  to-day, 
Wednesday,  so  several  gentlemen  are  out  after 
perjh,  as  tliere  is  any  quantity  of  them  here.  The 
rain  has  much  improved  the  water,  good  rudd  and 
roach  up  to  IJlb.  being  taken,  and  bream  has 
showed  well  on  the  feed  ;  during  the  week  a  ni  e  lot 
has  been  captured,  4-pounders  among  tliom,  and  in 
nice  condition.  Mr.  Jacobs  got  among  the  dace 
yesterday,  one  of  his  best  fish  going  close  on  Jib. — 

A.  SCARl). 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  some  nice  showers, 
but  not  eno\igh  to  bring  down  a  flood.  Still  we  must 
be  thankful  for  small  mercies.  A  few  peal  have 
been  taken  on  the  Tavy,  and  some  trout  on  the 
higher  waters. — William  Huakder. 


Severn  (Shropshire). — So  far  as  the  Severn  is 
concerned  trout  fishing  has  this  season  been  most 
unsatisfactory,  no  really  large  fish  having  been 
caught.  Pike  and  chub  have,  however,  afforded 
compensatory  sport,  and  will  continue  to  do  so 
during  the  autumn  and  winter.  In  an  interesting 
case  brought  before  the  Shrewsbury  magistrates  on 
Saturday  last,  the  Shropshire  Angling  Association 
were  fully  successful  in  vindicating,  their  authority 
over  the  fishing  in  a  portion  of  the  river  at  Atcham, 
which  had  been  leased  to  them  by  the  riparian 
owner.  Mr.  John  Williams,  the  secretary  to  the 
association,  did  not,  however,  wish  to  bo  vindictive 
in  the  matter,  and  at  his  instance  the  case  was 
withdrawn  on  the  solicitor  for  the  defendant  (a 
Shrewsbury  angler)  admitting  the  legal  right  of  the 
association  under  their  lease  to  control  the  fishing  at 
the  place  in  question.  Visiting  and  local  anglers 
should  note  that  whether  they  possess  the  Board 
of  Conservator's  trout  licence  or  not  they  must 
obtain  the  tickets  of  the  Shropshire  association 
before  angling  in  water  leased  to  that  body. — 
Hafrkn. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
uech). — Although  the  weather  became  rather  mi- 
settled  towards  the  close  of  last  week,  yot  the  rain 
that  fell  was  not  sufficient  to  affect  these  rivers  in 
the  slightest  degree,  but  on  Tuesday  night  and  all 
Wednesday  morning  very  heavy  and  almost  con- 
tinuous rain  fell,  which  has  continued  at  frequent 
intervals  up  to  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday 
night),  and  as  there  is  every  appearance  of  more  to 
follow  all  our  local  anglers  are  now  in  high  glee. 
What  rain  has  already  fallen  has  considerably  im- 
proved the  condition  of  all  these  streams,  and  by 
the  time  these  lines  are  in  print  the  water  will  be  in 
first-rate  trim  for  the  fly  as  it  is  at  present  for 
trolling  and  bottom  fishing. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Gusty 
weather  and  easterly  winds  have  been  prevalent 
during  the  week.  Yet  as  a  rule  fish  have  fed  better 
From  the  Cuckmere,  Messrs.  Nicholas,  B.  Bowman, 
Holmes  and  Snelgrove  have  been  successful  among 
the  bream,  roach  and  dace,  the  leading;  fish  a  bream 
of  21b.  4oz.,  taken  by  Mr.  Holmes.  Mr.  Snelgrove 
was  second  with  a  bream  of  21b.  Mr.  F.  King,  fishing 
the  Ouse,  has  taken  roach  and  dace.  A  nice  roach 
of  IJlb.  was  the  heaviest.  Roach  up  to  IJlb.  have 
been  taken  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  a  pike  of 
4Jlb.  was  captured  by  a  visitor  while  roach  fishing. 
Roach  up  to  14oz.  are  notified  from  the  Bareombe 
water.  The  Canal  at  Chichester  has  yielded  better 
sport.  At  the  end  of  last  week — on  the  Saturday 
and  Sunday  evenings — fish  up  to  31b.  were  taken, 
and  on  Tuesday,  among  a  number  of  bream  of  over 
I  lb.  was  a  fish  of  3^1b.  The  harbour  at  Chichester 
is  yielding  some  good  eels,  bass,  and  fiatfish. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Llaudyssil). — A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen,  and 
the  river  has  already  risen  some  inches.  Many 
salmon  are  seen,  but  the  water  has  been  too  low 
to  catch  any.  With  a  little  more  rain  sport  should 
he  good  after  a  spate. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  low  and  clear,  but  is  in  fair  order  for. fish- 
ing. The  weather  has  been  good  for  anglers  to  get 
out,  and  of  late  a  good  deal  of  rain  has  been  had, 
but  little  of  it  has  got  to  the  rivers  as  yet.  The 
water  has  been  refreshed,  and  the  fish  are  more 
on  the  move  and  are  rising  well  at  the  fly, 
especially  the  grayling.  The  flies  used  are  the 
Red  Tag,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Green  Insect, 
Wi.kham,  the  Blue  Dun,  August  Dun,  and  July 
Gnat.  Bottom  fishing  has  been,  brisk,  the 
baits  used  being  worm  and  wasp  grub. 
At  the  end  of  last  week  in  the  Burway  water  Mrs. 
Mavrojani,  fishing  with  wasp  grub,  landed  several 
fine  trout,  some  scaling  I  lb.  each.  Oa  Monday,  in 
the  water  below  Ludiord,  an  angler  with  Silver 
Twisted  Blue  landed  twenty  grayling  in  nice  con- 
dition. On  Tuesday  evening  some  fair-sized  trout 
were  landed  with  worm.  Trout  1  lb.  and  l|lb.  have 
been  on  sale  at  the  fishmongers'  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 
With  rain  the  prospects  for  sport  would  improve. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in 
good  order,  and  nice  trout  taken  troni  them  with 
the  wasp  grub.  Pro -pects  for  sport  in  the.n  good. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

Txent  (Newark). — Barbel  are  exceptionalyl 
numerous  this  year,  and  the  river  is  just  now  in  the 
best  of  condition  for  their  capture.  On  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  (Aug.  15  and  10),  Mr.  Councillor  David 
Slater  bagged  sixty-nine  with  gentles,  over  a  baiting 
of  greaves,  from  the  Holme  length  ;  but  this  falls 
into  insignificance  when  compared  with  his  take  of 
Monday  (Aug.  21).  Selecting  another  swim  on  the 
same  stretch,  on  a  baiting  of  worms,  that  gentleman 
landed  no  less  than  ninety-six  in  seven  hours,  all 
fair  fish  and  in  good  condition.  This  is  the  best 
catch  I  have  known  in  the  Newark  district  in  my 
fifty  years'  experience.  The  bulk  of  the  fish  were 
sluiwn  at  the  Horse  and  Gears  Inn,  Portland-street, 
Newark,  and  Mr.  Slater  is  to  be  congratulated  on 


his  big  haul.  Touch  and  bream  have  been  taken, 
but  roach  are  not  yet  fairly  on,  nothing  over  1  lb. 
having  been  seen  at  the  club-room.  Some  fair  dace, 
eels,  and  flounders  have  been  secured,  but  the  flannel 
weed  is  a  source  of  annoyance  to  those  who  angle 
for  the  two  latter.  From  all  local  quarters  comes 
the  same  report,  plenty  of  fish. — Trentsider. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  North  Tyne  is  in  much  bettor  fishing 
condition  owing  to  the  recent  rains,  and  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  killed  with  fly  and 
minnow.  Mr.  Smith  had  a  good  basket,  including 
one  trout  of  1  lb.  2oz.  The  South  Tyne  has  been  in 
colour  for  the  last  four  days,  and  some  good  catches 
of  trout  are  reported.  Roach  and  dace  fishers  are 
doing  well  at  Corbridge  and  Wylam,  making  some 
fine  catches  with  Hy  and  worm.  The  Coquet  is 
little  better,  and  some  fish  are  above  Felton.  Mr. 
Newton  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  101b.  and  also  a 
sea-trout  of  2ilb.  The  Wansbeck  is  in  better  trim, 
and  fly  and  worm  accounting  for  good  baskets. — 
Hy.  a.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  still  continues  very  low, 
and  nothing  has  been  done  by  the  angler  since  our 
last  leport.  On  Tuesday  the  association  bailiffs 
netted  the  river,  but  captured  very  few  fish,  which 
we  understand  waie  given  to  the  brinker.s. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  showery 
weather  we  have  had  during  the  past  week  has  not 
affected  these  rivers  very  much,  only  raised  them  a 
few  inches  and  discoloured  them  for  a  short  time. 
However,  it  should  freshen  the  rivers  and  improve 
the  fishing  all  round.  A  goodly  number  of  gentle- 
men have  been  out,  but  they  complain  of  the  strong 
winds  that  have  prevailed,  which  not  only  make  it 
unpleasant  to  fish,  but  also  difficult  to  get  your  line 
out  and  to  catch  fish.  Several  gentlemen  who  have 
fished  the  Wye  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  one  or 
two  brace  each.  The  Derwent,  both  the  Chatsworth 
and  the  Darleydale  Club's  portion  of  this  river,  has 
yielded  several  brace  per  rod,  mostly  grayling.  The 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water, 
too,  has  afforded  baskets  ranging  from  two  to 
four  brace  each,  and  those  who  have  fished  the 
Whatstan dwell  length  have  also  secured  mixed 
baskets  of  fish.  The  prospect  for  grayling  fishing 
should  be  better  as  the  weather  is  much  cooler. 
U.seful  flies.  Ash  Dun,  Red  Ant,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Golden  Dun,  August  Dun,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  Throstle 
Wing,  and  Cinnamon  Fly. — -Dotierel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Derwent.  Nidd,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — Since  last  refort  all  these  rivers 
have  had  a  fresh,  and  sport  on  the  whole  has  b;ea 
better.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  sport,  a? 
a  rule,  has  been  quiet,  although  the  river  has  been 
in  good  trim  for  angling  all  the  week.  I  fished  the 
Bainbridge  length  on  Monday  in  company  of  J. 
Blades,  but  the  few  trout  we  rose  came  very  short; 
and  the  grayling  shorter.  We  could  only  catch 
a  brace  each  before  luncheon.  In  the  afternoon 
we  drove  up  to  Lake  Semmerwa'  er,  but  we  found 
it  too  rough  and  too  thi^k  to  be  of  any  use  to  us ; 
we  therefore  returned  to  the  Bain,  and  in  this  fine 
little  tributary  of  the  Yore  we  made  up  a  joint 
basket  of  some  nineteen  fish,  but  thej'  ran  very 
small.  Visitors  here  have  done  fairly  well  re:-ently, 
one  angler  getting  five  fish  weigliing  over  41b.,  and 
one  day  last  week  Mr.  Lodge  caught  a  fine  fish 
weighing  over  21b.  in  the  Askrigg  waters.  A  few  fine 
trout  have  also  been  caught  in  the  Hawes  length,  but 
J.  Blades  confesses  to  a  bad  season  on  the  whqle. 
Sport  lower  down,  in  the  districts  of  Masham,  Ripon 
and  Baroughb"idge,  has  improved,  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  having  been 
caught  daiing  the  last  few  days.  The  Wharfe  is 
now  in  excellent  conditicn.  A  fresh  cams  down 
on  Aug.  19  and  20;  since  then  it  has  run  down. 
Sport  has  been  fair  at  Grassington,  Burnsall, 
B  ilton  Woods  and  Ilkley.  Be3t  flies  have 
been  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Poult  Bloa,  Orange 
Dotterel,  Blue  Hawk  and  Yellow  Dotterel.  In  the 
lower  reaches  the  bottom  fishers  have  met  with 
some  fine  sport,  and  good  mixed  baskets  have  been 
caught.  On  Saturday  last  the  Tadcaster  Angling 
Club  held  their  annual  match  ;  seventy-two  members 
fi.shed.  First  pri«.e  and  silver  challenge  cup  was 
won  by  J.  W.  Constantine,  4lb.  ^oz.  The  Black 
Ox  Angling  Club  (Bedale  Be  'k)  held  their  annual  on 
their  water.  Mr.  W.  A.  White,  of  York,  landed 
the  fi'st  pri  e  with  4lb.  3oz.,  containing  trout 
and  dace.  Several  Leeds  dubs  have  held  their 
annual  mat?h.  Two  clubs  fished  their  annual 
at  East  Cottingwith.  The  Burley  Waltonians' 
chief  prize  was  taken  by  W.  Duce  with  1  lb.  15Joz. 
West  Leeds'  was  wo.i  by  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Baziey, 
31b  lOoz.  ;  second,  J.  Walker,  21b.  12oz. ;  third, 
C.  Cruoknell,  21b.  8Joz.  The  Harrogate  Con- 
servative Anglng  Club  held  their  annual 
match  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  W.  IMoxoa  tojk  the 
chief  pri'.e  with  ;ilb.  14Joz.  The  Sir  Robert  Peel 
Club  held  their  annual  at  Lanton  Lock,  1st  prize  fell 
to  Mr.  J.  Hope,  3lb.  lljoz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  W.  Magerison. 
21b.  4ioz.  ;    3rd,  A.   Sapcote,  lib.    13ioi.  The 
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Grand  Tlieatre  (Leeds  Angling  Club)  held  their 
mateh  at  Low  Dunsforth,  Mr.  H.  Skinner  taking 
the  chief  prize  with  Clb.  4oz.  The  weatlijer  is  very 
unsettled,  and  a  falling  barometer  does  not  give  one 
an  idea  what  things  will  be  for  this  week-end. — 
John  E.  Millee. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnaoeal^ach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgr,  N.B.; 

— The  following  good  baskets  have  been  made  sin-  e 
last  report: — On  Aug.  11,  Mr.  Durrant,  on  Loili 
Mlieallain,  twenty  trout,  (ilb.  ;  Messrs.  Dixon,  Liver- 
pool, on  Loch  Vej'atie,  three  and  a  quarter  dozen, 
121b.  ;  Dr.  Crossley,  on  Losh  Boarlan,  fourteen 
trout,  4ilb. ;  and  air.  Wood,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
three  and  a  quatter  dozen,  91b.  On  Aug.  12,  Messrs. 
Dixon,  on  Loch  Cama,  two  dozen,  101b.  On  Aug.  14, 
Jlessrs.  Durrant  and  Wood,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
ten  bro^^-n  trout,  8ilb.,  and  a  ferox  of  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Harry  Anderson,  Liverpool,  one  and  a  half  dozen 
trout,  61b.,  on  Loch  Cama;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crossley, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  four  dozen,  161b.  ;  and  Messrs. 
Dixon,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirby-five,  lUlb.  On 
Aug.  15,  Messrs.  Durrant  and  Wood,  on  Loch 
LTigill,  twenty-nine,  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Parker  and  Mrs. 
Crossley,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty-eight,  01b.  On 
Aug.  16,  JIi-.  Harry  Parker,  on  Lo3h  Veyatie, 
thirteen,  5ilb. ;  Messi-s.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Cama, 
twenty-five,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Diurant  and  Wood,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  fom-  and  a  half  dozen,  151b. ;  and 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crosslej',  on  Loch  Cama,  two  and 
three  quarter  dozen,  111b.  On  Aug.  17,  Messrs. 
Dixon,  on  Loch  Cama,  seventeen  trout,  81b.,  and 
Mr.  Harry  Parker,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fourteen,  51b. 
On  Aug.  18,  Messrs.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Urigill,  four 
dozen,  15lb.  ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
one  and  a  half  dozen,  e^lb.  ;  Dr.  Crossley,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  eight,  4Jlb.  ;  and  Messrs.  Parker  and  Ford, 
on  Loch  Cama,  thirteen,  61b.  On  Aug.  19,  Mr. 
Durrant,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  fifteen  trout,  5lb. ;  and 
Messrs.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  fifteen,  5^1b. 
Sport  on  Monday  this  week  was  splendid,  and  will 
be  given  in  next  report. — B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  Aug.  21, 
Mr.  Vickers,  Shetfield,  had  a  salmon  of  261b.  During 
the  week,  Messrs.  Horton,  McArthur,  Begg,  Carlyle, 
and  Stewart  had  good  baskets  of  sea-trout.  River 
in  good  order.— D.  Macdonald. 

Beanly  and  Conou. — Notwithstanding  that  the 
liver  was  in  excellent  ply  during  the  past  week 
the  takes  were  not  so  large  as  the  nature  of  the 
conditions  would  lead  one  to  expect.  On  the 
Home  Beat  four  sea-trout,  weighing  from  1  lb. 
up  to  31b.,  were  grassed,  as  well  as  five  grilse  of 
4ilb.,  51b.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  and  61b.,  and  also  a  magni- 
ficent salmon  of  181b.  In  the  tidal  waters  very 
nice  baskets  of  sea- trout,  the  heaviest  being  111b., 
were  got.  On  the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Henderson, 
at  Braulen,  Mr.  Barry,  at  Struy,  Major  Clarke,  at 
Feisnakyle,  and  Lord  Fitzhardinge,  at  Eskadale, 
were  all  successful  on  their  several  beats  during  the 
week.  CoNOx  River. — Very  little  sport  was  had 
on  the  Conon  river  during  the  past  week,  two 
grilse  being  had  on  the  Brahan  Castle  waters,  and 
one  on  Mr.  Stirling's,  of  Fairburn,  rod.  Higher  up 
the  Ssatwell  rod  oi  Mr.  English  was  also  siiccessful, 
as  was  that  of  Captain  Combe  on  the  Strathconon 
water.s.  The  net  fishings,  too,  were  not  very  pro- 
ductive. Lochs  Gauve,  Luichart,  Achanalt, 
AND  RoSQUE. — ^Very  fair  fishing  continues  to  be 
had  on  the  above  lochs.  On  Lochrosque  visitors 
at  Sir  Arthur  Bignold's  house  are  having  some 
very  good  baskets  up  to  181  b.,  the  heaviest  of  the 
trout  running  up  to  41b.  Messrs.  Beaufort  and 
Somnierville  had  baskets  of  beautiful  brown  trout 
on  both  the  Bran  and  Loch  Achanalt.  the  best 
basket  recorded  being  one  of  r41b.,  and  the  best 
trout  :i\h.  Ktoz.  An  angler  from  Strathpcffer  had 
u  trout  of  51b.  8o/..  on  Achanalt  on  Aug.  18.  On 
Lochhiichart,  anglers  from  Garve  Hotel  and  Stratli- 
peffer  continue  to  have  some  very  good  baskets, 
the  most  successful  basket  of  the  week  being  had  by 
Rev.  Father  Mcintosh,  Garvo  Hotel,  the  weight 
being  141b.  The  largo  pike  continue  to  be  a  source 
of  great  annoyance  to  anglers.  On  Loch  Garvo 
some  very  nice  baskets  of  brown  trout,  running 
from  71b.  to  U  lb.  per  day,  were  had.  The  best 
trout  landed  during  the  week  was  one  which  turned 
the  scale-)  at  21b.  12oz.  Lock.s  Monar  and  Moilliu 
AND  TiiK  River  Glass. — The  above  two  lojhs  and 
river  are  affording  excellent  fishing.  From  Patt 
and  -Monar  Lodges  anglers  on  Monar  have  never  had 
better  .sport,  the  re:;ent  dull  days  with  wind  just 
suiting  the  moods  of  the  trout.  A  basket  of  2211). 
was  reported,  the  number  of  trout  being  forty-two, 
and  the  heaviest  fish  'Mb.  4oz.  On  Moillio,  anglers 
from  the  shooting  lodge  at  Brauleri  are  having  fair 
basketH  up  to  101b.,  the  average  weight  of  the  fish 
being  about  8oz.  Anglers  from  Cannich  Hotel  had 
a  very  good  week  on  the  Glass  waters,  having  creels 
of  Hlb.  and  91b.  per  day,  the  heaviest  trout  being 
21b.  Lo':if  .Marke. — Fishing  from  the  Loch  Maree 
Hotel  of  Mr.  Macallister,  the  following  sport  was 
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had  on  Loch  Maree  during  the  past  week: — 
On  Aug.  14,  Mr.  Underbill,  four  sea-trout,  2ilb. ;  Mr. 
Leake,  one,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Morgan,  three,  S^lb. ;  Mr. 
Enghsh,  three",  l^lb. ;  Mr.  Acworth,  five,  6lb.  On 
Aug.  15.  Mr.  Leake,  fom*,  21b. ;  Dr.  Anderson  and 
Mr.  Paterson,  three  of  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Barclay,  five,  2Jlb. ; 
Mr.  English,  four,  31b.  "On  Aug.  16,  Mr.  Acworth, 
nine,  7|lb.  ;  Mr.  English,  four,  21b. ;  Dr.  Anderson 
and  Mr.  Paterson,  three  of  21b. ;  Mr.  Young,  three 
beauties,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  six  of  41b.  ;  Mr.  Cook, 
two,  2|lb.  On  Aug.  17,  Mr.  Ormiston,  four,  21b.; 
Mr.  Mitchell,  three,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Young,  jun.,  four, 
2ilb. ;  Mr.  Acworth,  four  of  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Barclay, 
eleven,  81b.;  Mr.  Balfom-,  a  beauty  of  31b.;  Mr. 
Young,  sen.,  one  of  IJlb.  On  Aug.  18,  Dr.  Anderson 
and  Mr.  Paterson,  four  of  4^1b. ;  Mr.  Morgan,  eight, 
7ilb. ;  Mr.  Trousdale,  three,  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Mitchell, 
one,  IJlb.  On  the  same  date,  fishing  from  the 
Kinlochewe  Hotel,  Mr.  Lumley  had  four  sea-trout, 
4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Worsley,  four  of  21b. ;  Mr.  Browne,  six 
5Jlb.  TMs  makes  the  grand  total  for  five  days' 
fishing  of  120  nice  sea-trout,  aggregating  971b.  12oz. 
Loch  Ness. — Fishing  Loch  Ness  from  the  Douglas 
Hotel,  Fort  Augustus,  last  week,  Mr.  D.  A.  Cameron, 
Johannesburg,  had  on  one  day  five  sea-trout,  weigh- 
ing 61b.,  one  of  which  was  a  beauty  of  31b.,  while 
on  another  day  he  had  twenty  trout,  weighing  91b. 
Ullapool. — Fishing  from  the  Caledonian  Hotel, 
Ullapool,  on  Aug.  7,  Rev.  R.  T.  Seddon,  Leominster, 
on  Lochfad,  had  sixteen  trout,  weighing  141b., 
two  of  the  trout  weighing  21b.  each.  On  Aug.  8, 
Me?srs.  Ducat  and  Dawson,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch- 
na-Mhavile,  six  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Macrae,  Bristol, 
on  Lochfad,  four  trout,  21b.  On  Aug.  9,  Rev.  R. 
T.  Seddon  and  the  Rev.  W.  Buckie,  Leominster, 
on  Loch  Croo-Damph,  thirty  trout,  121b. ;  Mr. 
Pritchard,  Ullapool,  on  Ullapool  river,  three  trout, 
2lb.  AcHiLTiLUNiii  Hotel,  Coigach. — From  the 
above  hotel,  on  Loch  Lurgain,  an  angler  had,  on 
Aug.  7,  a  Salmo  ferox  of  71b.,  a  beautiful  sea-trout 
of  4^1b.,  besides  six  grand  brown  trout,  weighing 
7Jlb.  On  Aug.  8,  the  same  angler  had  thirteen 
trout,  weighing  9Jlb.,  on  Lochbadachran,  while  on 
Aug.  9,  on  Lochoscaig,  he  had  five  sea-trout  of 
13ilb.,  and  thirteen  brown  trout,  weighing  61b. — - 
A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Herling  are  numerous 
in  the  Metal  Bridge  division  of  the  Esk,  but  the 
fir.st  flood  will  send  them  to  the  higher  reaches.  In 
a  week's  fishing  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr. 
Dawson  had  forty  herling  and  five  sea-trout ;  Dr. 
Anderson,  twenty  herling  and  a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R- 
Steel,  twenty  herling ;  Mr.  T.  Steel,  twenty-six 
herling  and  six  sea-trout ;  Mr.  D.  Little,  forty-two 
herling  and  eight  sei-trout ;  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  six 
sea-trout  and  eighteen  herling;  Mr.  J.  Steel,  twenty- 
four  herling  ;  Mr.  Walter  Riddle,  four  sea-trout  and 
twelve  herling ;  Mr.  A.  Keene,  four  sea-trout  and 
twelve  herling ;  Mr.  J.  BrockVjank,  twelve  herling. 
Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  J.  Cowan  and  Mr.  Hardie 
had  eacli  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  W. 
Graham,  two  sea-trout  and  fourteen  horlteig  in  the 
lower  reaches.  In  the  Double  water,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Robinson  landed  twelve  sea-trout,  some  herling 
and  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  twelve  sea-trout 
and  twenty-four  herling ;  Mr.  D.  Murray,  twelve 
herling  and  a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  John  Young,  four  sea- 
trout,  fifteen  herling,  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr. 
Walter  Scott,  two  dozen  herling  and  three  sea-trout 
at  a  fishing;  Mr.  Jas.  Muri-ay,  three  sea-trout. 
Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  W.  Ross,  Lang- 
holm, had  a  nice  basket  of  sea-trout  and  some 
herling;  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone,  two  sea-trout;  Mr. 
Tom  Steel,  four  sea-trout.  Mr.  J.  Roberts,  at  three 
nights'  fishings,  had  twonty-thiee  herling  and  six 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  Steel,  twenty-eight  herling  and  seven 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  A.  Neilson,  twenty  herling  and 
eleven  .sea-trout ;  Mr.  Adam  Keene,  fifteen  herling 
and  one  sea-trout ;  Dr.  Anderson,  fifteen  herUng ; 
Mr.  Dawson,  several  sea-trout  and  some  herling ; 
Mr.  Brocklebank,  three  sea-trout  and  nineteen 
herling ;  Mr.  J.  Murray,  three  sea-trout  and  ten 
herling;  Mr.  A.  Portoous,  two  sea-trout  and  six 


herling;  Mr.  B.  Murray,  three  soa-trout  and  ton 
herling  at  a  fi-ihing;  Mr.  S.  McKune,  jun.,  four  sea- 
trout  and  a  dozen  herling;  Mr.  J.  Scott,  three 
sea-trout  and  some  herling;  Mr.  .J.  Armstrong,  two 
"oa  trout  and  a  dozen  herling  in  Tommy's  Pool; 
Mr.  J.  Davidson,  threa  sea  trout  and  a  dozo.-i  ho  ling 
below  Byroburnfoot ;  Mr.  N.  Hogg,  two  se  i-trout, 
some  herling  and  yellow  troiit;  Mr.  J.  Be  ittie,  rome 
sea  trout,  hurling,  and  yellow  trout;  Mr.  .J.  Edga'-, 
three  sea-trout,  a  dozen  herling,  and  some  yellow 
tr  )ut  in  the  mid  reache  s.  Fi  shing  in  the  Liddle  Mr. 
Foster  landed  a  salmon  of  11  lb.,  also  a  sea-trout; 
Mr.  J.  Jardino  had  a  few  herling;  Mr.  J.  Cowan 
caught  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  Mr.  Walker  ha<l  a  basket 
of  yellow  trout  in  the  Hermitage  water.  Mr.  New- 
ton had  a  few  nice  herling  at  Tweeden  pool,  with 
bait.  Mr.  .J.  Cowan  had  two  herling  and  so-ne 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  M.  Davidson,  a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R. 
Inglis,  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Inglis,  two  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Martin,  some  sea-trout  and 
several  herling ;  Mr.  R.  Kerr,  three  sea-trout  in  the 
lower  roaches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  A.  Johnstone,  two 
sea- trout  in  tlie  In^^h  pool.  Mr.  J.  Herbert,  three 
sea-trout  and  a  few  herling  below  the  Viaduct ;  Mr. 
J.  Kirk,  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling  in  the 
same  water.  Mr.  J.  Vevers,  one  sea-trout  and  a 
few  herling  below  the  Moat  Linn.  Mr.  H.  Foster 
had  some  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the  Double  water.  ^ 
Mrs.  Anderson,  Langholm,  had  a  sea-trout  in  the 
mid-reaches.  Mr.  T.  Bell  had  a  nice  basket  of  sea- 
trout  and  herUng  in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  J. 
Harkness  had  some  sea-trout  and  several  herling ; 
Mr.  T.  Morrison,  some  sea-trout  and  herling ;  Mr. 
Smith,  some  yellow  trout  in  Ewes ;  Mr.  A.  Thompson, 
tltree  sea-trout  and  ten  yellow  trout.  Yellow  trout  are 
still  being  got  in  Tarras,  Wauchope,  and  Ewes.  In  the 
Liddle,  Mr.  Bonar  had  a  grilse,  2 lib.,  five  sea-trout, 
and  fifteen  herling ;  Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr,  five  sea-trout 
and  thirteen  herling  in  Canonbie  water  during  the 
week.  In  Burnford  private  water,  Jlr.  Jas.  Irving 
had  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  C.  Murray,  four ;  Master 
Malcolm  and  Mr.  W.  Wishart  had  each  nice  baskets 
of  yellow  trout.  In  Langholm  water,  Mr.  S.  Elliot, 
a  grilse  of  6Jlb.  and  four  sea-trout;  Mr.  Ewart,  four 
sea-trout;  Mr.  Joe  Anderson,  two  .sea-trout  and 
twenty  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Herd,  two  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  E.  M.  Ewan,  two  ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  three  ;  Mr. 
J.  Elston,  ten,  two  herling,  and  twelve  yellow  trout ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Haden,  a  grilse  of  7lb.,  three  sea-trout, 
and  two  herling  ;  Mr.  Hutton  has  had  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  daily  in  Ewes  and  Tarras ;  Sergt.  Bell 
has  creebd  eleven  sea-trout  with  minnow  ;  Mr.  T. 
Bell,  eight  herling  and  ten  sea-  trout.  Jlr.  Wm. 
Douglas  writes  me  that  the  rivers  are  in  the  best  of 
order. — Gilnockie. 

Carrou  (Saster  Aoss.  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Anglers, 
gillies,  and  keepers  declare  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  river,  although  none  caught.  During 
midsummer  drought  was  blamed,  but  now  after 
plenty  of  rain  and  successive  spates  there  is  no 
sport,  although  the  nettings  on  Skibo,  Balna- 
gown,  and  Invercharron  have  been  practically 
relinquished  for  the  season.  O.ily  two  salrao.i 
landed  with  the  rod  since  middle  of  June.  The 
cause  is  quite  a  mystery  to  those  who  know  the 
river  well. — ^B. 

Durness. — Fishing  from  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on 
Aug.  16,  Messrs.  Machan  and  Air,  on  Loch  Croas- 
phuill,  one  trout,  21b.  On  Aug.  17,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trickett,  on  Kyle  of  Diu-ness,  nine,  11  lb.  (hea\ie3t, 
2Alb.) ;  Drs.  Hunter  and  Middleton,  seventeen,  17lb. 
(heaviest,  31b.);  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  nineteen, 
16ilb.  (heaviest,  31b.);  Messrs.  Machan  and  Air, 
seven,  81b.  (heaviest,  21b.). — ^J.  K.  Mjrreson. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (Soath 
Harris). — The  total  catch  at  Finsbay  fo.-  week 
encUng  August  19  was  174  sea-trout  weigliing 
90lb.  Fishing  from  Rodel  on  Monday,  August  21, 
Mr.  Mackenzie  had  one  salmon  weighuig  6lo  ,  and 
Mr.  Howat,  nmeteen  sea-trout,  841b.  On  Augast 
22,  IMr.  Mackenzie  had  three  salmon  weighing  »lb., 
6Jlb.  and  6  Jib.  respectivel\-,  and  Mr.  Bimiie  twenty- 
one  sea -trout  we  ighmg  1421b.  LvTER. — Rodel,  week 
ending  Aug.  19,  two  salmon,  111b.  lUoz.,  heaviest, 
61b.  1207.;  131  sea-trout,  1031b.,  heaviest,  6^1b.— 
G.  D.  SriRLiXG. 

Inchnadamp]!  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  Aug.  7, 
Mr.  Underhay,  on  Invar,  had  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mi-s 
Goddard  Jackson,  on  Inver,  ons  grdse,  4^lb.,  and 
one  salmon,  141b.  On  Aug.  8,  Mr.  Jackson,  on 
Inver,  one  salmon,  7ilb.  On  Aug.  10,  M.s.  Young, 
on  Inver,  one  grilse,'  3 ilb.  ;  Messrs.  Jackson  and 
O  Brien,  on  Loch  Awe,  seven  trout,  3slb.  0.i 
Aug.  II,  Messrs.  Jackson  and  O  Brien,  on  Grugach, 
twenty-two  trout,  7lb.  On  Aug.  14,  Proiessor 
Burkett,  on  Loch  Awe,  tea  trout,  4ilb. ;  Captain 
Wheble,  on  Inver,  one  grilse,  5  Jib.,  and  one  salmon, 
7ilb.  ;  Mr.  Norton,  on  Gillaroo,  one  trout,  lib.  Oa 
Autr.  16,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  oa  Mid  Ass>  nt,  ten 
trout,  4lb.  On  Aug.  17,  Mr.  Young,  on  Locli  .\we. 
one  salmon,  71b.  :  Mr.  Norton,  on  Inver,  one  solmon, 
16ilb.  On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Jackson,  on  West  Assynt, 
nine  trout,  4lb.    On  Aug.  19,  Rev.  Mr.  Holden  and 


160 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  26,  1905 


Mr.  Forester,  on  West  Assynt,  sixltrout,  41b.";  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Young,  on  Loch  Awe,  seven,  41b. ;  Pro 
fessor  Burkett,  on  Grugach,  six,  3Jlb. ;  Mi-,  and 
Mrs.  Norton,  Letterespa,  ten,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Jack.son,  on 
Inver,  one  salmon,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Wild,  on  Inver,  one 
salmon,  Tib. — W.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Ardgay,  N.B.). — A  number 
of  anglers  from  Invershin,  Culrain,  Inveran,  and 
other  centres  out,  but  sport  not  good.  The  best 
baskets  were  by  Mr.  MacLennan,  Bonarbridge,  who 
a  few  evenings  ago  made  a  nice  basket  of  sea-trout, 
averaging  1  lb.  each. — B. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters. — From  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel  the  following  nice  baskets  have  been  made. 
On  Aug.  14  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey,  Greenock,  five 
trout,  31b..  and  a  jerox  of  IJlb.  On  15th,  Messrs. 
Delgarno,  Aberdeen,  and  Woodwai-d,  Liverpool,  on 
Loch  Grachaill,  fourteen  trout,  (i|lb. ;  Mr.  H.  M. 
Liardet,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Shin,  nine  trout,  411).  ; 
and  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Harvey,  on  same  loch, 
eight  trout,  41b.  On  Kith,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dalgarno, 
on  Mid  Shin,  ten  trout,  51b.  On  17th,  Mo-!srs. 
Harvey,  on  Loi-h  Shin,  eleven  trout,  'i^\h. ;  Col.  and 
Mrs.  MacKenzie,  Sunderland,  four  trout,  2ilb., 
besides  a /cro.r  of  •2^1b.  ;  and  Mr.  E.  S.  Woodward, 
Liverpool,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  nine  trout,  (i^lb.  On 
ISth,  Messrs.  Liardet  and  Dalgarno,  on  Loch 
Crachaill,  eleven  trout,  451b.  ;  and  Mr.,  M.va.,  and 
Miss  Harvey,  on  same  loch,  eight  trout,  41b.— B. 

Iiochinver  (Cnlagf  Hotel). — On  Aug.  14,  Dr. 
Archdall,  seven  trout,  3f  lb. ;  Mr.  May,  two  sea-trout, 
Ulb. ;  Messrs.  Spencer,  twenty-three  trout,  8^ib. 
(heaviest,  lib.);  Mr.  Swan,  nine,  31b.;  Mr.  Birch, 
twenty,  6ilb. ;  Mr.  Hunter  Jones,  one  salmon.  !)^lb.  ; 
Mr.  lonides,  one  sea-trout,  fib.  ;  Mr.  Renwick,  one, 
l{lb.  On  Aug.  15,  Mr.  Makins,  one  salmon,  71b.; 
Mr.  Swan,  twelve  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Renwick,  eight. 
On  Aug.  16,  Mr.  May,  twelve  trout,  521b. ;  Mr. 
Jones,  one  grilse,  51b.  ;  Mfessr.-;.  Spencer,  eighteen 
trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Collins  (sea),  thirty-six- fish  of  sorts. 
On  Aug.  17,  Mr.  lonides,  one  grilse,  61b.,  and  one 
trout,  i  lb.  :  Mr.  Jones,  one  salmon,  7Jlb.  ;  Messrs. 
Spencer,  nine  trout,  351b.  On  Aug.  18,  Dr.  Arch- 
dall, nine  trout,  4aib.  ;  Mr.  May,  thirteen,  4^1b. ; 
Mr.  Swan,  one  sea-trout,  Iflb.  On  Aug.  19,  Mr. 
Renwick,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Mr.  Collins,  one  7lb.  ; 
Messrs.  Spencer,  two  trout,  l|lb. ;  Mr.  Jones,  two 
sea-trout,  l^lb. — John  M.ackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — During  the  past  week 
the  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  sport 
has  been  less  favourable  than  on  the  previous  week. 
Most  of  the  fish  were  ca)3tured  with  fly,  though  fish 
were  not  rising  at  all  well.  The  following  were  the 
first  prize-winners  at  angling  club  competitions  held 
during  the  past  week  : — Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Stirling 
Club,  four  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Coalbridge 
Club,  four  trout,  41b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Smith,  Clack- 
mannan Club,  four  trout,  5lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Kilpatrick, 
Rowbank  Club,  six  trout,  5lb.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  J.  G. 
Kinmond,  Dvindee  Club,  four  trout,  51b.  5oz.  ;  Dr. 
Spence,  Edinburgh  Amateur  Club,  seven  trout, 
61b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Allan,  Glasgow  Western 
Club,  five  trout,  7lb.  lloz.  Private  parties  had 
sport  as  follows:  Mr.  Ely,  Shirend,  fifteen  trout, 
121b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  Calcutta,  and  Mr.  McNaughton, 
Perth,  twenty  trout,  181b.,  and  fifteen  trout, 
Kilb.  8oz. ;  and  seventeen  trout,  171b,  8oz.,  in  three 
days.  Rev.  Canon  Holder  and  Rev.  R.  Stretch, 
sixteen  trout,  14lb.  ;  Mr.  Turbayne  and  Mr.  Watson 
(Cowdenbeath),  ten  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Wright 
(Tillyrie),  nine  trout,  81b.  4oz.  :  Mr.  J.Miller  (Edin- 
burgh), ten  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Bendle,  solic  tor 
(Carlisle),  nine  trout,  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  Stenliouse  and 
Mr.  Miller  (Edinburgh),  eleven  trout,  lOlb. ;  Mr. 
A.  Greig  (Cowdenbeath),  eleven  trout,  lolb.  ; 
Mr.  Campbell  (Perth),  fourteen  trout,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  McKen/ie  (Glasgow),  eight  trout,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  Gillespie  (Edinburgh),  nine  trout,  71b.  4oz.  ; 
Captain  Pollock  (London),  ten  trout,  61b.  ; 
Messrs.  G.  M.  and  J.  N.  Horlick  (Cheltenham), 
in  two  days  had  twelve  trout,  11  lb.,  and  ten  trout, 
91b.  12oz.  The  latter  catch  included  a  magnificent 
thick  cock  fish  captured  by  Mr.  J.  N.  Horhck  with 
minnow.  It  weighed  41b.  4oz.,  and  is  the  second 
heaviest  creeled  here  this  season.  A  large  number 
of  young  fish  are  at  present  come  across  by  anglers. 
— KonT.  B.  Lmnc. 

l.och  Rannoch  (Loch  Bannoch  Hotel). — Out 
fishing  from  the  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel,  on  Aug.  17, 
Dr.  Underbill,  of  Edinburgh,  had  five  trout ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shophoi  d,  of  Burntisland,  six  trout,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  Kirke,  of  Rossend  Castle, 
seven  trout.  On  Aug.  18,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Underhill, 
seven  trout;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jolmston  Kiiko, 
twelve  trout.  On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  Johnston  Kirke  had 
twcK'o  ,  ti  out ;  Mr.  Shepherd,  six  trout;  and  Dr. 
Underliill,  seven  trout. 

Mackay's  Hotel  (Stromness,  Orkney).— On 
Aug.  14,  Dr.  Robej  tson,  in  the  bay  at  Hoy,  seven 
soa-tiout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Smyth,  on  l^ocli  Stonnoss,  four, 
41b.  ;  Mr.  Clapliam,  (,n  Yelday  Loch,  tliirtecin,  71b.  ; 
Mr.  Macdonald,  five,  41b.  On  Aug.  15,  Mr.  Malloch, 
twenty-two,  13lb. ;  Mr.  Gordon,  on  Loch  Twatt, 


twenty,  151b. "  On  Aug.  16,  Mr.  Clapham,  on  Yelday 
Loch,  twenty-one,  121b.  On  Aug.  17,  Mr.  Gordon, 
thirty-five,  19lb.  On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Malloch,  on  Loch 
Harray,  four,  41b. — John  Mackay. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  rose  3ft. 
ou  Aug.  18,  but  the  spate  was  short  lived.  How- 
ever, the  fish  got  shifted,  and  since  then  a  fresh 
impetus  has  been  given  to  sport  all  over  the  north, 
especially  on  the  Dee  and  Spey.  Both  salmon  and 
grilse  were  running  freely  into  the  Dee,  and  s;)ort 
should  now  be  bright  on  the  lower  waters  for  the 
next  few  weeks.  The  nets  come  off  on  Saturday, 
after  which  every  fish  entering  the  river  will  be  to 
the  angler.  The  young  Princes  of  Wales  arrived  at 
Balmoral  last  week,  where  they  have  been  the 
guests  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  pending  the 
arrival  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  on  Monday 
last  at  Abergeldie.  They  have  been  eminently 
successful,  especially  on  the  burn  of  Girnock, 
an  old  favourite  haunt  of  theirs.  On  the 
Abergeldie  and  Birkhall  so  -tions,  several  nice  fish 
have  been  creeled  by  the  officials  of  the  Court  and 
royal  keepers.  On  tho  Mar  L  idgo  waters  H.R.H. 
the  Duchess  of  Fife  has  had  some  sport  almost 
every  day  but  Friday,  when  the  river  was  too  high. 
The  diurnal  thunderstorms  and  heavy  rain-pelts 
have  made  the  water  too  inky  for  the  time  being. 
This  is  running  off.  On  the  Glentana,  Aboyne,  and 
Kincardine  reaches  sport  will  now  be  rife,  the 
rivei-  being  in  fine  trim,  and  fish  running  up  from 
the  lower  waters.  On  the  Cairnton  and  Woodend 
waters  a  good  few  grille  liave  been  got,  while  on 
the  Feugh  and  side  streams  good  baskets  of  trout, 
with  an  occasional  grilse,  have  been  got.  On  the 
Park  water,  M.  Reviere  had  one  of  71b.  the  week  of 
his  arrival.  On  the  Cratlies  and  adjoining  waters 
grilse  are  gradually  increasing  in  number.  On  the 
tidal  waters,  fairly  good  ba-;kets  of  finnock  are  being 
made  daily,  Mr.  Davids  )n  had  four  on  Aug.  21, 
Capt.  Mackay,  about  a  dozen,  and  Messrs.  Robb, 
Harper  and  Lang  a  basket  among  them  of  14lb. 
Don. — The  river  rose  a  few  inches  and  coloured 
towards  the  end  of  jlast  week.  About  40  salmon 
and  grilse  were  got  at  the  Grandholm  and  Cruives 
stations  while  a  good  few  were  seen  clearing  the 
dykes,  and  should  afford  sport  in  the  higher  reaches. 
A  good  season  has  been  had  on  the  Alford  section, 
and  anglers  are  now  making  good  baskets  on  the 
Towie,  Killdrummie  and  Castle  Newe  waters. 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught  was  at  Leithhall,  on 
Aug.  19,  but  the  river  was  too  low  for  angling. 
Ythan  and  Ugie  were  in  flood  last  week,  and 
they  are  now  in  good  fettle  and  fish  plentiful. 
— G.  M. 

Overscai^  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N  B  ). —  Since 
last  reported  the  following  baskets  were  made  :  — 
On  Aug.  11,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis,  Carmarthenshire, 
on  Loch  More,  eleven  sea-trout,  121b.  On  Aug.  14, 
Miss  H.  Pye,  Lasswade,  N.B.,  on  Mid  Shin,  one 
dozen  brown  trout,  101b. ;  and  Messrs.  Malcolm, 
Lasswade,  andMacCulloch,  London,  on  Loch  More, 
thirteen  sea-trout,  15lb.  On  Aug.  17,  Sir.  Malcolm 
and  Miss  Pye,  on  Lower  Flag,  twenty  trout,  101b. 
On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Ritchie,  on  Mid  Shin,  ten  trout, 
•41b.  ;  Mr.  Collier,  on  lower  Mid  Shin,  one  dozen, 
61b.  On  Aug.  19,  Mr.  Collier,  London,  on  Loch 
More,  had  eight  sea-trout,  101b.  On  Monday  this 
week  (Aug.  21)  the  best  basket  was  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dransfield,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  with  seven 
sea-trout,  6Jlb.,  on  Lochmore. — B. 

Oykell  Hotel  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Owing  to 
unfavourable  conditions  salmon  and  grilse  angling 
have  been  at  a  discount  for  some  time  back,  but 
trout  fishing  on  the  mountain  lochs  gives  capital 
sport.  As  a  sample  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
Messrs.  MacMillan  and  Mackenzie,  fishing  Loch 
Clashmore  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  a  few  days 
ago,  made  a  basket  of  trout,  some  of  which  weighed 
over  1  lb.,  and  the  whole  231b. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (-via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

Since  last  reported  sport  has  been  as  follows :  On 
Aug.  1 1  Mr.  Poison,  Birkenhead,  seven  sea-trout, 
5l\h.  ;  Mr.  Brooksbank,  Yorks,  two  brown  trout, 
2|lb.  ;  Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  Surrey,  five,  51b.  On 
Aug.  14  Mr.  Little,  nine  sea-trout,  5f  lb.  ;  M.  Brooks- 
bank,  nine  sea-trout,  (ijlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Lawrence, 
London,  twenty-thi'ee  brown  trout,  5Jlb.  On 
Aug.  15  Mr.  Lawrence  had  two  trout,  2ilb.  ;  Mr. 
Brooksbank,  three,  351b.  ;  and  Mr.  Little,  thirty, 
71b.  On  Aug.  16,  Dr.  Gray,  London,  got  seven 
trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Brooksbank,  five,  4lb.  ;  Mr. 
Lawrence,  four  sea-trout,  31b.  ;  and  Mr.  Little, 
tiiree  sea-trout,  2^1b.  On  Aug.  16  and  17  baskets 
wore  somewhat  similai-.  On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Brooks- 
bank, cloven  sea-trout,  1011).  ;  Mr.  Little,  five  brown 
trout,  8lb.  ;  Mr.  Alick  Ross,  four  trout,  IJlb.,  and 
a  sea-trout  of  L^lb.  ;  Mr.  Lawrence,  five  sea-trout, 
.51b. ;  and  Mr.  Clegg,  Yorks,  eight  trout,  41b.  On 
Aug.  19,  Mr.  Brooksbank,  five  trout,  7^1b. ;  Mr. 
Little,  five  sea-trout,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  Clegg,  two  trout, 
21b.  ;  Mr.  Evander  Maclvor,  one,  21b.  ;  and  Mr.  A. 
Ross,  four,  2ilb  — B. 


Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.)  — Since  last  reported  the 
following  fish  were  landed  by  anglers  from  Suther- 
land Arms  Hotel : — On  A'cg.  8,  Bishop  of  Dorkin, 
one  salmon,  71b.  On  Aug.  9,  Miss  Dobenham 
caught  two  of  14Jlb.  and  81b.  On  Aug.  10,  Mr.  H. 
Bilbrough,  a  15-pouiider  ;  on  Aug.  11,  one  of  161b.  ; 
and  on  Aug.  12,  one  of  141b.  On  Aug.  14,  Bishop 
of  Dorkia  caught  one  salmon  81b.,  and  on  Aug.  17, 
Mr.  H.  Bilbrough  landed  a  121b.  salmon  and  a 
grilse  of  61b.  On  Aug.  19,  the  Bishop  of  Dorkin 
had  salmon  of  101b. ;  and  Mr.  H.  Bilbrough  a 
15-pounde:. — B. 

So-nth  of  Scotland,  —  Angling  has  improved 
during  the  past  week.    There  was  a  flood  on  Sun- 
day and  another  on  Tuesday  in  all  the  streams  of 
the  district.    Thk  Annan. — This  river  has  yielded 
some  large  baskets  of  herling  and  sea-trout  and  a 
171b  salmon.    Fishing  with  fly  in  the  Howes  pool 
on  Wednesday  night,  Mr.  G.  Tweedie  took  nine 
goodherling;  Mi-.  J.  Bell  thirteen  herling  andone  sea- 
trout  in  the  portion  l)elow  the  Howes  pool  dyke  ;  Mr. 
D.  C.  Loudon  a  fevjv  herling  and  sea-trout ;  and  Mr. 
J.  Loudon  a  number  of  herling  in  the  flat  above 
Violetbank.  Mr.  W.  Wright  caught  fourteen  herling 
and  Captain  Ewart  one  sea-trout  and  nipo  or  ten 
herling  in  the  Howes  pool ;  Mr.  Nicholson  had  fifteen 
herling  at  a  fishing  ;  Mr.  F.  Anderson,  six  herling 
at  Fish  House,  below  Galabank  ;  Mr.  W.  Thomson,  a 
clean  rim  sea-trout  and  several  herling;   Mr.  Geo. 
Carruthers,  four  of  five  herling  ;  Dr.  Berry,  two  or 
three  herling ;  Mr.  McGiverin,  a  (couple  of  soa-trout 
and  several  herling.    Captain  McLean  took  eight 
herling  with  fly  on  Saturday  in  the  Spittal  pool.  In 
the  lower  waters  on  Tue-day  Captain  Ewart  had 
one  sea-trout  and  a  herling  or  two  with  worm  bait. 
Mr.  Frank  Anderson,   fifteen   herling  and  burn 
trout    and    a    sea-trout  :     Mr.    Anderson,  jun., 
two    .sea  -  trout    and    three    or    four    herling ; 
Mr.   J.    Johnstone   one  sea- trout  of    l|lb.  and 
eight  herling  with  worm  bait  in  the  flood.  Mr 
W.  Johnstone,  several  herling  and  a  burn  trout ; 
Mr.  Robert  Graham,  eight  herling  and  a  few  yellow 
trout  at  Northfield  rocks  ;  Mr.  C.  Steel,  seven  herling 
and  four  brown  trout ;  Mr.  Jas.  Bonner,  a  brace  of 
herling  with  the  minnow;  Mr.  Loudon,  sen.,  one 
sea-trout  and  six  or  eight  herling  in  the  Everholm 
and  Battery   pool;    Capt.   McLean,  fishing  the 
Warinanbie  water,  had  fifteen  or  sixteen  herling 
with  worm  bait;  Dean  Parish,  eight  herling  and 
a  few  yellow  trout  in  the  Warmanbie   water ; 
Mr.  John  Bell,  a  brace  ;  Mr.  Tom  Roddick  had 
several  herling  with  a  silver  Devon  and  worm  bait. 
Mr.  Carruthers,  eight  herling  and  a  brace  of  yellow 
trout.    Mr.  P.  Carruthers.  one  or  two  herling  ;  Mr. 
W.  McBratney  a  herling  or  two  in  the  stretch  above 
Violetbank  ;  Mr.  Ballantyne  five  herling  with  worm 
bait,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Gibson  four.     Mr.  Andrew 
Bell,   keeper,  landed  three  sea-trout  (one  3^1b. ) 
and   thirteen    herling,    and    two   sea-trout  and 
nineteen  herling  with  fly  at  a  second  fishing. 
On  Tuesday,  -wdth  worm  bait,  he  took  one  sea-trout, 
twenty-seven  herling,  and  a  brace  of  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  Peter  Thorburn,  iu  Mount  Annan  water,  caught 
eighteen  herling  with  Stewart  tackle,  and  a  friend 
of  his,  four  herling  with  fly.    Mr.  Thorburn,  fi.sh- 
ing  with  worm  in  the  flood  on  Tuesday,  landed 
thirty-six  herling ;  Mr.  Geo.  Donaldson,  two  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Tom  Taylor,  nine  herling.    Mr.  J ames 
Marshall,  fishing  for  herling  in  the  Tower  pool, 
killed  a  salmon  of  171b.  with  Brown  Turkey  Fly. 
Mr.  C.  Robson,  keeper  for  Mr.  Rutherford,  M.P., 
had  one  sea-trout  and  nine  herling ;  Mr.  D.  ilar- 
shall,  one  sea-trout  and  three  herling;  Mr.  John 
Marshall,  one  sea-trout  and  four  herling  ;  Mr.  Geo. 
Maxwell,  seventeen  herling  and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
R.    Scott,   Brydekirk,   twelve  herling;    and  Mr. 
Carlyle,  four.    In  Hoddom  Castle  water  some  fine 
baskets  of  herling  and  sea-trout  were  caught  on 
Tuesday  with  fly.    In  the  Castlemilk  portion  Mr. 
Geo.   Inglis  had    thirty-three    herling    and  sea- 
trout,   and  Mr.   John    Rae   some   good  catches 
of  herling  and  sea-trout  with  fly.    In  the  Bryde- 
kirk water  Mr.  Charlie  Robson  took  a  brace  of 
sea-trout    and    thirteen    herling    with  minnow. 
The  Dqm  fries  Nith. — Some  good  baskets  have 
been  secured  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association 
reaches  below  the  Ducal  village  of  Thornhill  by 
local  anglers  as  also  by  visitors.    At  Closebum  a 
number  of  sea- trout  and  herling  have  been  caught. 
In  the  town  portion  sport  has  not  been  good.  In 
the  Cluden  and  Cairn  some  fair  baskets  have  been 
taken  chieBy  with  worm  bait.    The  Galloway 
Rivers. — The  floods  have  improved  the  various 
streams  in  this  district,  and  some  moderate  baskets 
taken  by  loc  al  anglers  on  the  various  rivers  this  week. 
The  Ayrshire  Rivbr.s  and  Locu.s. — Not  much  is 
doing  in  the  Ayrshire  streams,  but  on  Saturday  on  the 
Garnock  Mr.  H.  Miller  had  a  catch  of  trout  weigh- 
ing 31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Peter  Black,  21b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  John 
Speir,  Mr.  T.  Simpson  and  Mr.  A.  Taggart  had 
smaller  creels  of  trout.    With  the  rivers  discolour- 
ing witli  the  rain  this  week  better  catches  have 
been  obtained  by  local  anglers  on  the  different 
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streams  of  tliis  district.  The  fly  fishing  on  the 
lochs  has  decUned  for  two  or  three  weeks,  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  there  will  be  a  revival  with  the 
advent  of  September. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  river  for  the  past  week 
was  in  good  order  so  far  as  regards  size,  but  very 
dark  in  colour  and  foiU  in  the  bottom.  The  cause 
of  this  is  that  the  ri\  er  has  not  been  sufficiently 
flooded  to  sweep  away  the  mud  which  has  accumu- 
lated in  SDnie  of  the  pools.  On  Aug.  19  there  was 
a  rise  which  will  keep  fish  moving,  but  at  present 
thej-  are  stiff  to  take.  On  Aug.  Hi  Mr.  Hills  had  a 
sea-trout  of  2Jlb.  on  the  Aberlom-  House  water.  A 
good  many  fish  are  seen  rising,  but  most  of  them 
are  pretty  red  through  having  been  long  in  the 
river. — X.  L. 

Tay. — The  river  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
vast  week  has  been  rather  high  and  somewhat  un- 
settled, but  upon  the  whole  fair  sport  has  been 
obtained.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  since 
last  report : — Lower  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archibald 
Coats,  fishing  this  water  on  Aug.  21,  killed  two 
arilse  of  101b.  and  llilb.  Upper  Carc:ill. — Fish- 
ing this  water  on  Aug.  9,  Mr.  B.  Moon  killed  one 
rish  of  101b.,  and  a  grilse  of  71b.  on  Aug.  10  ; 
cne  fish  of  ITlb.  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  on 
Aug.  12;  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  Aug.  15,  and  a 
salmon  of  2.5lb.,  on  Aug.  22.  Lower  C'argill. — 
ilr.  Walter  Neilson,  fishing  this  water  on  Aug.  2,  had 
one  grilse  of  91b.;  on  Aug.  4,  one  grilse  of  9lb.  ;  on 
Aug.  7,  one  fish  of  171b.;  on  Aug.  14,  a  grilse  of  91b. 
BcRNJiouTH. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Aug.  16,  Mr. 
Arthur  Wardle  killed  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  81b.,  while  on  Aug.  21  Mr.  Fred  May  had  a 
fish  of  Ifilb.  Upper  Stanley. — Mr.  Connell,  fishing 
this  water  on  Aug.  16,  killed  one  fish  of  161b.  Lower 
Stanley. — Fishing  this  stretch'on  Aug.  22,  Mrs.  M. 
T.  Martin  caught  one  grilse  of  5|lb.  Redgorton 
Water. — Mr.  Cuir  had  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  Aug.  21, 
and  Mrs.  Ilchester  one  of  similar  weight  on  Aug.  22. 
Meikleoub. — Fishing  the  lower  beat  on  Aug.  21 
Mr.  Hurland  Peck  landed  a  fish  of  151b.  River 
E.\HN. — Lord  Wolverton  had  five  fish  on  Dupplin 
Preserved  Water,  and  Capt.  Milburne  one  fish  on 
Trinitj-  Gask  Water  on  Aug.  21. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Balljrnaliincli  Fisliexy  (Galway).  —  Rough 
stormy  weather,  with  heavy  rain,  prevailed  last 
week.  River  and  lakes  at  a  fair  height  for  fishing. 
During  week  jMt.  Wm.  Pearson  secured  two  salmon, 
61b.,  7lb.,  and  twenty-six  sea  trout;  Mr.  Wm. 
O'Hanlon,  forty-four  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Wickham, 
fourteen;  Dr.  Fenton,  sixty-seven;  Mr.  Graham, 
sixty-one;  31r.  John  Foster,  twenty-five ;  Mr.  Fred 
Foster,  twelve. — J.  M.  Graham. 

Bann  and  Tribntaxiea  — In  the  early  part  of  the 
week  all  the  deep  stretches  were  in  order,  but  more 
recently  heavy  showers  of  rain  were  experienced, 
iifter  which  the  tributaries  came  down  in  semi-flood. 
Much  flax  water  was  carried  to  the  main  liver, 
which  is  much  discoloured.  Salmon  have  refused 
ail  lures,  and  there  will  be  no  prospect  of  sport  till 
the  last  of  the  poison  is  carried  to  the  sea.  Trout 
have  ceased  rising,  and  only  one  salmon  of  131b. 
was  caught — by  Mr.  Carson,  at  Caronroe — no  sport 
liaving  been  obtained  on  any  of  the  other  sections. 
— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  Distiict  — The  weather  broke  a 
little  on  Aug.  23,  and  .several  heavy  showers  helped 
to  raise  the  small  rivers  and  wash  out  the  flax 
•vater,  whose  unwelcome  presence  is  still  however 
ipparent;  A  few  trout  were  killed  on  the  Sixmile, 
C'rumUn,  Glenavy,  Clady,  Comber,  and  Clough  since 
last  report.  Fishing  is  looking  up  a  bit  on  the 
Stoneyford  water,  this  being  about  the  best  time  of 
the  season  for  it,  and  particulars  are  to  hand  of  some 
-mall  catchesatWoodburn,theresultof  hard  angling. 
I  he  rainbows  in  the  Antrim  Road  Basin  are  sulking 
•  nd  refuse  the  fly,  no  matter  how  deftly  presented, 
-iive  when  it  is  almost  black  dark.  Sea  trout  are 
■showing  in  the  estuary  of  the  Lagan.  The  Royal 
Iri.nh  Constabulary  Club,  just  started  in  the  city, 
jtromises  to  be  a  success.  It  has  already  some 
ninety  rnember.s.  Several  private  waters  in  the 
vicinity  of  Belfast  have  been  closed  to  the  public, 
and  the  permits  withdrawn. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshaunon  and  Belleek). — Rain  fell 
heavily  at  intervals  during  the  past  week,  yet  there 
is  no  change  in  the  condition  cii  the  water  in  the 
river,  which  remains  in  a  low  state,  and  afresh  is 
badly  needed.  Mr.  C.  Miller  landed  one  salmon  of 
l."ilb.,  Mr.  F.  Williamson  one  of  231b.,  Mr.  F.  A. 
.^laudo  one  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  P.  Scliihz/.i  three, 
weighing  from  Sib.  to  121b.  A  few  go(jd  trout  wcjc 
<nkcn  in  the  estuary,  fly  fishing,  tlio  largest,  41b., 
by  Dr.  F.  Omdon.  Rain  is  falling  again  at  tiino  of 
writijig. — M.  RooAN  and  Son.s. 

(lalway  Pishery. — The  white  trout  (sea-trout) 
fishing  continues  to  make  a  record  season.  Captain 
•Macgowan  landed  17:5  in  the  week  ending  Monday, 
Aug.  21.  On  Thursday  night,  Aug.  17,  hogottwolvo 
trout  in  two  hours'  evening  fishing,  whicli  weighed 


1 7ilb.  Mr.  Law's  total  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  2 1 
was  eighty.  Mrs.  Hallett,  fishing  between  eight  and 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  got,  on  Aug.  15,  thirteen 
trout,  on  Aug.  16,  eleven,  on  Aug.  17,  elevcjn,  on 
Aug.  18,  eight,  on  Aug.  19,  six,  on  Aug.  21,  seven. 

Killarney. — Rain  has  fallen  on  many  days,  and 
salriion  fishing  has  shown  an  improvement,  but  is 
still  below  the  usual  standard. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers' Hotel) — On  Aug.  I'.i, 
Mr.  Wood,  two  trout,  4^1b.  ;  Col.  Buckell,  three, 
71b.;  Captain  Pollard,  eight,  111b.  On  Aug.  14, 
Mr.  Wood,  three  trout,  61b.;  Capt.  Pollard,  four, 
elb.  On  Aug.  15,  Col.  Buckell,  throe  fish,  51b. ;  Mr. 
Wood,  one,  2ilb.  ;  Mr.  Maye-i,  four  trout,  51b.  On 
Aug.  16,  Coi:  Buckell,  four  fish,  71b. ;  Mr.  Wood, 
three,  41b.  ;  Capt.  Pollard,  three,  e.^lb.  ;  Mr.  Mayes, 
three,  61b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  eight,  61b.  On  Aug.  17, 
Mr.  Mayes,  four  fish,  71b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Robin.son,  thr'ee, 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  three,  41b.  On  Aug.  18,  Col. 
Buckell,  four  fish,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wood,  three,  31b.; 
Mr.  Mayes,  four,  8  jib.  ;  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  three,  4ilb. 
On  Aug.  19,  Col.  Buckell,  three  fish,  71b. ;  Mr.  Wood, 
two,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Mayes,  eleven,  91b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Robinson, 
four,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Herbert  Robinson,  of  Liverpool, 
four  brace  of  grouse  (limit  allowed  to  one  gun) ;  Col. 
Brook,  two  brace,  on  same  ground.  On  Aug.  20, 
Mr.  Wood,  two  trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Mayes,  three,  61b. , 
one  of  these  weighing  Spb.,  in  fine  condition;  Mr. 
J.  Robinson,  two  fish,  31b.  ;  Mr.  G.  C.  Pert,  six,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  A.  Power,  three,  5Jlb.  Most  of  the  abo\'e 
fish  wer  e  taken  on  the  artificial  fly.  Weather  rough 
and  unsettled. — Thomas  Naughton. 

Longb  Cnrrane,  etc  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  wild  and  wet  on  many  days, 
and  angling  has  been  much  retarded. — T.  J.  D. 

JtOUgh  Melviu. — Sport  was  not  so  good  as  in 
the  previous  week,  as  the  lake  has  been  rising 
rapidly  and  is  discoloured.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Scott,  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Campbell  and  son,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Mallinson  and  friends,  Mr.  R.  C.  Simpson  and  Dr. 
Simpson,  Dr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Steele,  and  Major 
Thompson,  fishing  the  lake  during  the  past  week, 
took  some  nice  specimens  of  the  gillaroos  and 
brown  trout.  Mr.  W.  Curran  took  a  trout  (salmo- 
ferox)  of  71b.,  trolling  on  August  18,  and  as  soon  as 
soon  as  the  water  gets  clear  and  steady  in  the  lake 
good  trouting  will  be  had. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Iiabes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  fallen  off  very  much  on  the  above  waters, 
the  best  basket  recorded  being  one  of  seventeen 
brown  trout,  obtained  on  Lough  Nabricdarrig. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Morrae  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 

The  rain  has  improved  the  condition  of  the  Mourne 
and  its  tributaries  somewhat,  with  a  corresponding 
improvement  in  salmon  fishing.  Since  last  notes 
the  following  fish  were  killed: — Mr.  Cowal,  three; 
Mr.  Dobson,  three  ;  Mr.  Roche,  one ;  Mr.  Moloney, 
one ;  Cafjtain  Williams,  one ;  Mr.  Edbrooke,  one, 
and  J.  Campbell,  three ;  the  fish  running  from 
81b.  to  12|lb.  Trouting  on  the  main  river  is  almost 
over-.  Sea-trout  seem  plentiful  all  round  these 
reaches  of  the  Mourne.  A  little  more  rain  would  be 
highly  beneficial. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Some  few  inches  of  fresh  water,  but  not 
quite  enough  to  promote  good  sport.  Mr.  H. 
Grove,  one  salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  Perry,  two  grilse, 
5lb.  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Stow,  two  grilse,  71b.  and  51b. 
Sea-trout  anglers  are  having  nice  sport,  best  bag 
nineteen,  largest,  21b.  Some  very  nice  trout  have 
been  got  on  the  loughs,  largest,  4^1b.  Mr.  C.  Duff 
got  four  grilse  and  twenty-eight  sea-trout  on  the 
Palmerston  river.  Loughs  Callow  and  Talt  fished 
well.— Pat  Heabnes. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport 
at  sea  and  brown  trout  continues  much  below  the 
mark  on  all  the  above  waters,  though  all  have  been 
in  good  angling  trim  during  the  past  week. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

toarrynane  (co.  Kerry).— The  weather  has  been 
very  wild  and  showery,  with  a  high  sea,  and  angling 
has  been  practically  at  a  standstill  since  last  report. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  fishing  prospects  here  are  improving, 
a  few  decent  takes  of  codling  have  been  landed  by 
anglers,  and  to-day,  Wednesday,  sti-ong  breeze 
which  has  coloured  the  water,  and  we  may  consider 
the  fishing  season  here  about  commenced. — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  The  pier  has  lately  been 
patronised  by  largo  numbers  of  lioliday  anglers  of 
both  sexes,  but  the  results  haN  e  provoil  very  in- 
different, though  a  few  good  individual  catches 
have(  been  made.  Many  skilled  pollack  anglers 
have  daily  fished  with  various  kinds  of  tempting 
baits,  and  the  few  captures  made  have  been  of 
small  si/.e  though  well-baited.  The  best  catch, 
made  on  the  1 8th,  foil  to  the  rod  of  Master 
Charlie  Hill  who  secured  thirteen  pounds  of  codling 


before  his  breakfast  hour.  Mr.  Simmonds  elected 
to  fish  throughout  the  entire  night,  his  resultant 
catcli  being  eighteen  codling.  On  Saturday,  19th, 
Mr.  T.  Sexton,  Mr.  Burgess,  Mr.  Xicholls,  Mr.  Tress, 
Mr.  Down  ami  Mr.  L.  L.  Woodbridgo  each  made  a 
fair  return ;  the  last-named  gentleman's  heaviest 
fish  scaling  2Jlb.  Mr.  Waddell  was  early  upon  the 
scone  on  the  following  day,  and  secured  a  goorl 
bag  of  codling,  while  later  in  the  day  Mr. 
Akehurst  and  Mr.  Glon  a<;counted  for  fair 
numbers,  the  catch  of  the  latter  totalling  thirteen 
pollack  and  codling.  Aug.  21  found  some  two  score 
of  anglers  in  position,  but  the  day's  total  catch  was 
not  large,  Mr.  F.  Whiter's  rod  accounting  for  the 
best  take,  namely,  eleven  codling  ;  but  the  pollack 
anglers  suffered  severe  disappointment.  Angling 
ranks  were  somewhat  thinner  on  Aug.  22,  and  no 
improvement  in  sport  was  observable,  but  Master 
Reggie  Browning  was  more  than  pleased  with  his 
small  catch,  whicli  included  one  green  wrasse, 
and  during  evening  iiours  Mr.  L.  L.  Woodbridgo 
was  fortunate  irr  landing  a  shapely  codling  of  Sijlb., 
besides  a  few  others.  Wednesday  morning,  Aug.  23, 
did  not  yield  well,  and  a  strong  westerly  gale 
did  not  improve  matters  in  the  afternoon. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — No  angling  to  speak  of  has  been  done 
around  here  during  the  week,  the  weather  being 
very  rough  and  a  high  sea  running. — T.  J.  D. 

Folkestone. — Two  well  baited  grey  mullet,  about 
2pb.  each,  were  taken  from  the  harboirr  pier  on 
Tuesday  afterrioon  with  pollack  tackle.  —  Geo. 
Colman. 

Hastings. — Plenty  of  fish  here  now,  if  we  can 
only  get  at  them.  Wind  strong  from  south-west  all 
the  week.  Pier-fishers  doing  fairly  well — about  a 
dozen  codling  taken  this  week,  also  a  few  soles. 
— H.  D. 

Penzance. — Fair  takes  of  mixed  fish.  Unsettled 
weather.  Mr.  Ashby  (B.S.  A.S. ),  in  five  catches,  had 
one  hake,  forty-one  whiting,  one  dorey,  tw'enty-one 
grey  gurnard,  three  red  gurnard,  thirty-five  bibs, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  bream  and  chad,  nine 
dogfish,  two  scad,  one  conger,  four  pollack,  four 
wrasse,  one  catfish,  two  mackerel.  Mr.  Bradford, 
on  Aug.  16,  twenty  bream,  twenty  pouting,  fifteen 
whiting,  two  scad,  one  dorey  (41b.),  three  gurnard, 
five  dogfish,  five  bibs.  On  Aug.  21,  Messi-s.  Ashby 
(B.S. A.S.)  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Bray,  eleven  whiting,  four 
gurnard,  twenty  bream  and  "  sploshers,"  two  dog- 
fish. Mr.  Boyton  (B.S.A.S.),  fourteen  whiting,  one 
dab,  three  gm-nard.  Messrs.  Rowe  and  Richardson, 
Handsworth,  five  whiting,  forty  "  sploshers,"  one 
large  spider  crab,  one  dorey,  five  bibs.  On  Monday 
morning,  Messrs.  Legg  and  Vingoe  captured  with  a 
boathook  in  the  harbour  a  large  sunfish  estimated 
to  weigh  about  2cwt.  Rod  fishing  from  piers  at 
Newlyn  and  Penzance  :  Good  sport  with  pollack, 
chad,  and  smelt.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Although  fishermen  have  not  been 
doing  much  to  the  westward — namely,  at  Looe  and 
Fowey — we  have  been  having  fairly  good  sport  here, 
especially  casting  for  bass  in  the  River  Tamar,  some 
rods  taking  as  many  as  two  or  three  dozen  in  a  tide. 
These  fish  are  also  feeding  well  at  Penlee  Point,  and 
are  taking  the  Challenger  bait.  The  mackerel  are 
not  coming  in  this  year  as  last,  although  I  hear  of 
some  good  catches  outside  the  breakwater ;  I  also 
saw  a  lot  of  boats  fishing  for  pollack  this  morning, 
and  they  seemed  pretty  busj'.  I  have  various 
reports  from  the  small  seaport  towns  from  tourists, 
who  are  using  short  spillers  at  low  tide,  when  they 
are  able  to  fix  them  without  the  trouble  of  going  in 
a  boat.  Some  very  good  catches  have  been  had.— 
William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hamsgate. — Strong  westerly  and  north-westerly 
winds  have  materially  interfered  with  the  fishii^ 
this  week,  which  woirld  otherwise  have  been  good. 
Several  boats  have  been  out  for  short  intervals, 
and  have  had  from  two  to  four  score  of  cod- 
ling and  good  dabs,  with  now  and  again  a  large 
plaice.  Mr.  D.  Pine,  with  Miller,  in  a  couple  of 
hours  on  Aug.  21  had  a  nice  show  of  codling 
and  very  fine  dabs,  and  one  good  wliiting,  the 
pioneer  of  the  season.  From  the  piers  and  the 
Marina  codling,  pouting,  and  dabs  have  beerx  had, 
and  a  few  bass ;  silver  eels  are  rather  scarce. 
Several  very  fine  bass  and  some  grey  mullet,  the 
former  up  to  121b.,  have  been  taken  in  the  nets  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Stour.  Wind  north-westerly, 
strong  and  somewhat  uncertain  for  the  week  end. 
Settled  weather  would  assm^e  good  sport. — Grey 

MULLETT. 

Walton-on-ITaze. — Sport  has  been  the  best  to 
record  for  tliis  season,  and  the  sight  in  the  early 
morning  off  the  pier  is  well  worth  seemg,  bass, 
pollack,  bream,  and  smelts  disporting  themselves 
between  the  piles.  Tliere  have  been  a  lot  of  anglers, 
and  have  had  good  takes.  Jlr.  Stoker,  on  Aug.  19, 
pollack  up  to  2|lb.  ;  C.  Wood,  on  Aug.  20,  two  bass, 
weight,  71b.,  and  soles  ;  ilr.  Houghton,  pollack  and 
soles,  largest,  1  lb.  9oz. ;  J.  Robinson,  soles  ;  H.  A. 
Wightman  (pier  master),  bass,  dabs,  etc. ;  others 
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fishing  included  A.  G.  Still  and  Tapling,  who  have 
done  fairly  well ;  also  Mr.  Skinner,  a  visitor,  had 
some  good  dabs.  There  are  a  few  pout,  and  Pato, 
one  of  the  pier  attendants,  has  had  some  good  ones. 
Hope  t  oon  to  he  able  to  report  the  arrival  of  whiting. 
Mr.  H.  Rogers  (B.S.A.S.)  had  some  whiting  on 
Aug.  22,  so  tilings  are  looking  up  earlier  than  I 
expected. — J.  R.  Robjnson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth  and  Dorset. — A  sea  angling  com- 
petition l)y  thii  society  took  place  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  Aug.  16,  nine  boats  starting  at  the 
usual  time.  Splendid  sport  was  met  with  in  every 
case,  catches  being  well  up  to  the  average,  and  but 
for  the  explosions  occurring  in  the  harbour  wiiere 
the  naval  p<  ople  were  blowing  up  the  wreck  of  the 
scliooner  Deveron,  catches  would  have  been  far 
heavier.  The  following  are  the  results  of  the  fish- 
ing days  : —  Boatman  Burridge  —  Crew  :  Messrs. 
Hatcher,  Ridley,  GuUick,  and  Nother ;  371b.  8oz. 
Boatman  Brown  —  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Wallis,  A. 
Lawless,  P.  Lawless,  and  R.  Iremongor ;  .'5  7  lb. 
8oz.  Boatman  Bennett — Messrs  S.  H.  Wallis, 
Hawkins,  Grenfell,  and  J.  Walsh;  32!b.  Hoz. 
Boatman  Dare — Messrs.  Greenhall,  Randall,  and 
friend  :  3f)lb.  8oz.  Boatman  Wolls — Messrs.  Brown, 
Manshallsay,  Butler,  and  Rodgers  ;  291b.  Boatman 
J.  Carter  —  Messrs.  Herbert,  Bolt,  and  Rogers 
(Bristol);  271b.  Boatman  Hawkins — Messrs.  Rose 
(2),  Walton,  and  Bowden ;  2(llb.  8oz.  Boatman  C. 
Cook — Messrs.  Rowell,  Hayman,  W.  Stoodley,  and 
J.  Conrad  ;  271b.  8oz.  Boatman  Dennis — Mr.Rogers 
and  friends  ;  181b.  The  best  fi-ih  was  a  l-llb.  conger 
caught  by  Mr.  H.  Hayman  on  a  hand-line.  The 
first  prize  is  therefore  divided  between  Mr.  Hatcher's 
crew  and  that  of  Mr.  Lloyd  Wallis,  whilst  Mr.  S.  H. 
Wallis  added  another  triumph  to  his  already  long 
list  by  .securing  the  third  prize.  In  Mr.  Lloyd 
Wallis's  boat  were  three  gentlemen  from  London 
who  proved  no  mean  hands  in  the  art  of  "  hauling 
'em  in."— S.  H.  W. 

WeymoutL..  —  The  weather  has  been  rather 
changeable  the  last  week,  and  sport  in  the  bay  has 
been  rather  indifferent.  Mackerel  are  now  coming 
in  in  good  numbers,  one  boat  on  Aug.  22  having 
between  nine  and  ten  dozen  good  sized  fish.  Mr.  D. 
Austen,  jun.  fishing  from  a  lighter  in  Portland 
Harbour,  on  Aug.  22,  hooked  and  landed  seven  grey 
mullet  averaging  2^1b.  each.  Some  large  plaice  have 
been  taken  on  a  trot  off  Portland,  the  best  fish  being 
71b.  Small  mullet  and  ba-'s  are  being  caught  in  large 
numbers  off  the  Backwater  bridge,  also  smelt, 
affording  good  sport  to  visitors.  As  many  as  fifty- 
three  rods  were  counted  on  Wednesday  morning. 
Some  very  large  bass  have  also  been  seen  in  the 
early  morning,  but  they  do  not  readily  take  the 
hook.  Pollack  are  being  caught  in  the  harbour, 
where  also  some  fair-sized  bass  have  been  captured. 
Eels  and  flatfish  are  not  so  plentiful,  but  some 
large  congers  have  been  taken  from  the  rocks, 
largest,  301b.  in  weight. — Ch.\s.  J.  Russell 
(W.A.A.).   


^ssociafiotts,  cic. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

A  great  number  of  members  are  now  away 
holiday  making,  which,  interpreted,  means  fishing, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  meeting  last  Wedno:day 
(Aug.  16)  was  but  poorly  attended.  In  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Blagrave,  Mr.  Yarham  occupied  the  chair, 
and  two  new  members  wei'e  elected.  It  is  satis- 
factory to  note  that  one  of  them  was  previously  a 
Blenheimite,  who  has  travelled  farther  and  fared 
worse,  but  has  now  returned  to  the  old  love,  and  it 
may  bo  mentioned  that  two  other  ex-members  have 
been  recently  re-elected.  A  number  of  members 
we.e  at  Harefield  for  the  week-end,  but  the  roach 
were  not  in  a  feeding  humour ;  albeit  Mr.  Wood 
Barrett,  as  usual,  had  a  show  which  he  returned  to 
the  water,  and  Messrs.  Bainton,  Hailstone,  and 
Swaine  also  secured  a  few  of  these  fish.  Mr. 
Yarham  came  in  with  his  usual  bag  of  small  jack, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leroux,  jack  and  perch,  the 
latter  is  quite  a  skilful  angler,  or,  should  I  say, 
angleress  ?  The  best  bag  was  pi-ovided  by  Mr. 
Braddick,   who,   amongst   others,  secured  seven 

Eerch  scaling  51b.  Mr.  Rodbur  had  a  nice  bag  of 
arbel  from  Marlow.  Reports  from  Denham  and 
Rickmansworth  show  that  plenty  of  anglers  have 
been  out  and  some  nice  fish  taken.  At  Harefield 
rain  is  badly  needed,  and  no  more  large  roach  are 
likely  to  be  taken  until  we  get  it.  All  the  circulars 
relating  to  the  first  round  of  the  cup  competition 
have  now  been  posted.  There  are  altogether  in 
this  round  forty-six  ties,  and  a  great  surprise  was 
afforded  when  Mr.  Zell,  comparatively  a  novice, 
succeeded  in  beating  his  opjjonont,  Mr.  Blagrave, 
by  a  few  ounces;  Mr.  Blagrave  was  looked  upon  as 
a  likely  wirmer  of  the  cup.  Such  is  the  fortune  of 
angling. — A.  D. 


City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 

Mr.  J.  K.  Bohling  presided  over  a  capital  meeting 
at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  when 
many  members  reported  good  a'esults.  Amongst 
them  Mr.  Halls,  a  very  fine  lot  of  bream  from 
Cantley,  none  of  them  under  21b.,  best,  31b.  2oz., 
also  plenty  of  good  roach  of  nearly  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  R. 
M'Into.sh  (from  the  Ouse),  ir21b.,  or  thereabouts,  of 
bream,  best,  31b.  Coz.,  and  a  chub  of  21b.  5o7,., 
taken  with  a  gudgeon ;  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin,  chub  up 
to  31b.,  from  the  Thames,  and  at  Fritton  Decoy, 
forty-seven  bream  up  to  31b.,  besides  roach,  perch, 
and  eels;  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  (from  Wargiave),  six 
chub,  best,  31b. ;  Mr.  Bohling  (Brandon),  dace,  and 
roai  h  up  to  1  lb.,  and  from  Grove  Ferry,  bream  up 
to  31b.  From  Wraysbury,  Mr.  R.  M'Intosh  had  had 
!)lb.  of  good  roach  ;  Mr.  E.  P.  Boamont,  roach,  and 
daco  up  to  Jib. ;  Mr.  E.  C.  Beamont,  roach  and 
gudgeon  ;  Mr.  Bohling,  7Jlb.,  roach  up  to  Jib.  ;  Mr. 

A.  W.  Parker,  however  (fishing  in  the  Midlands), 
had  had  but  poor  results ;  he  exhibited  a  very 
handsome  "  Ogden  and  Scotford"  roa:'h-rod,  whi'.-h 
was  gieatly  admired.  Re  bream  competition  last 
week — the  results  of  which  were  very  poor— Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  was  presented  with  a  box  of  cigars,  special 
prize  given  by  Mr.  Thompson  for  best  single  fish ; 
Mr.  J.  Halls  was  also  presented  by  the  chairman 
with  the  large  C.L.P.S.  medal,  for  best  roach  taken 
during  1904.  The  meeting  concluded  with  the 
usual  toast,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman.  Notice  was  given  that,  in  the  temporary 
absence  of  Mr.  Martinez  iti  South  America,  Mr.  J. 
Dryden  (hon.  librarian)  would  I'oad  a  paper  on 
Sept.  5  next ;  also,  that  on  the  occasion  of  the 
outing  to  Wraysbury  on  Saturday,  Aug.  26,  the 
presence  of  ladies  is  cordially  invited.  In  the 
course  of  the  evening  attention  was  again  called  to 
a  more  or  less  preposterous  scheme  of  the  London 
Water  Board,  which,  if  carried  out,  may  almost 
extinguish  those  delightful  angling  streams — the 
Lea  and  Stort. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clowes'  Angling  Club,  Manchester. 

The  above  club  held  a  contest  at  Bollington,  in 
the  County  Palatine'  waters,  on  Aug.  13.  The 
winners  were  as  follows  : — 1,  E.  Harding,  1  lb.  5oz. ; 
2,  W.  Machin,  1  lb.  4oz.  ;  3,  C.  Gurney,  1  lb.  3Joz. ;  4, 

B.  Richardson,;  5,  A.  Booth;  6,  W.  Upchurch; 
7,  W.  Richardson;  8,  J.  Hewitt;  9,  O.  Hirst. — 
W.  Machin. 

Gresham  Angling  SociErY. 
Ml'.  J.  B.  Close  presided  at  the  meeting  of  this 
society  on  Tuesday  last.  Fishing  repoits  were  as 
follows  :  Mr.  Salmond,  roa?h  up  to  1  jib.  ;  Mr.  Gill, 
trout  at  Chesham  :  Mr.  Conellan,  trout  and  dace  in 
Hertfordshire  ;  Mr.  Buckingham,  a  roach  of  1  lb. 
14oz.,  and  others  of  1  lb.  or  over,  also  some  fine  dace 
with  fly.  Mr.  Hayward  had  visited  Kelvedon  and 
found  that  the  weeds  in  the  upper  portion  of  the 
water  had  been  cut. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Marlborough  and  District  A.  A.  (Wilts.). 

The  above  society  held  their  first  angling  compe- 
tition recently  in  the  Association's  waters  between 
Bruce  Tunnel  and  Bedwyn  Railway  Bridge.  The 
winners  of  the  prizes  were  as  follows: — I,  Mr.  O. 
Hurd  (Marlborough),  101b.  3oz. ;  2,  Mr.  Belben 
(Burbage),  61b.  7oz. ;  3,  Mr.  E.  Barnard  (Marl- 
laorough),  61b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  G.  Phillips  (Marlborough), 
51b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  T.  Thick  (Marlborough),  41b.  lOoz.  ; 
Mr.  T.  Pouting  (Hungerford),  31b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  E.  J. 
Hill,  jun.  (Marlborough),  21b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  E.  Jessett 
(Marlborough),  21b.  3oz.  Mr.  Belben  had  a  roaeh 
of  lib.  2oz.,  while  Mr.  Gutteridge  secured  a  perch 
of  1  lb.  Mr.  O.  Hurd,  with  roach  and  perch,  was 
winner  of  the  first  prize  offered  by  the  Association. 
— W.  J.  HISCO.X. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
The. e  was  only  an  informal  meeting  on  Monday, 
the  majority  of  membeis  being  away  holiday 
making.  A  party  cou'^isting  of  Mersrs.  H.  H. 
Brown,  C.  Butler,  and  A.  C.  Poole  are  at  Harris 
sea-trout  fishing,  ajid  a  telegram  was  received  to 
the  effect  that,  notwithstanding  the  tempestuous 
weather  which  had  prevailed,  sport  had  been  fairly 
good.  Between  them  the  three  gentlemen  named 
killed  some  thiee  dozen  sea-trout  up  to  nearly  21b. 
in  weight.  Many  were  taken  on  a  seiies  of  sea- 
trout  flies  dressed  by  Mr.  Rolt,  which  proved 
excellent  killers  last  year  when  the  same  party  was 
in  the  Hebrides.  The  flies  are  of  quite  new  design, 
espo;  ially  in  the  matter  of  wings,  the  idea  for  these 
originating  in  the  fertile  fancy  of  the  president 
himself.  It  was  reported  that  the  roach  were  feed- 
ing well  at  Uxbridge  before  the  gale  of  last  week- 
end. A  member  made  a  large  bag  with  brown 
crust,  of  between  five  and  six  dozen.  Most  were  of 
the  minimum  weight  of  8oz.,  but  there  were  none 
exceeding  a  pound  in  the  whole  catch,  a  somewhat 
remarkable  circumstance.  The  weeds  have  been  cut 
on  the  Lambourn,  and  trout  and  grayling  are  rising 
well. — Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  above 
society  on  Wednesday,  August  23,  Mr.  Edwards 
occupied  the  chair  during  the  business  part  of  the 
meeting.  After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
had  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  secretary  read 
a  large  number  of  reports  from  the  society's 
numerous  agents  around  the  coasts,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  good  sport  was  obtainable  upon 
the  Yorkshire  and  Cornish  coasts.  The  Secretary 
then  proceeded  to  make  a  very  interesting  announce- 
ment— namely,  the  results  of  the  specimen  fish  com- 
petitif)n  for  the  year  1904-5.  The  committee  have 
awarded  the  following  silver  medals:  — 

Bass,  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers,  12Jlh. 

Pollack,  Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn,  I91b.  3oz. 

C)nger,  Mr.  J.  B.  Howes,  28  Jib. 

Cod,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  2 4 Jib. 

Coalfish,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  I5lb. 

Dab,  Mr.  L.  B.  Wrightson,  1  lb.  OJoz. 

John  D  )ry,  Mr.  W.  B.  Candler,  61b.  7ioz. 

Ling,  Mr.  A.  Richards,  16  Jib. 

Mackerel,  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates,  21b. 

Plait  e,  Mr.  J.  Botteley,  4Jlb. 

Pouting,  Mr.  W.  Phillips,  21b.  9Joz. 

Sea-bream.  Mr.  C.  J.  Crisfield,  3Ib.  l  >oz. 

Skate,  Mr.  J.  H.  Basten,  1051b. 

The  Sarc(!lle  Cup  is  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  Botteley. 
The  attention  of  members  was  drawn  to  the  forth- 
coining  sea  angling  festival  at  Southend  next 
month,  copies  of  the  rules  of  which  can  be  obtained 
at  the  society's  offices.  Members  were  further 
reminded  that  the  society's  committee  cup  compe- 
tition is  now  running,  the  cup  offered  being  a  very 
handsome  one,  and  it  is  hoped  that  numerous 
entries  will  be  received. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  business  part  of  the 
meeting,  Mr.  Colley  was  elected  to  the  chair,  and  a 
sketch  (kindly  sent  by  Mr.  Hearder,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  society)  of  a  very  rare  fish 
taken  at  Downderry  by  a  fisherman  on  Aug.  18 
was  exhibited,  the  subject  being  a  Pennant  globe- 
fish  measuring  23^  inches,  and  is  the  longest 
one  of  which  there  appears  to  be  any  record. 
It  is  a  most  peculiar  fish,  having  a  beak  at  the 
mouth  very  similar  to  a  parrot's  beak,  and  a  globe- 
like appendix,  which  when  the  fish  was  taken 
was  blown  out  like  a  football  and  full  of  water ; 
it  has  a  very  small  mouth,  but  the  jaws 
appear  very  strong.  Members  present  appeared 
greatly  interested  in  this  remarkable  specimen. 
Following  the  above  exhibition,  some  very  fine 
casts  of  amusing  subjests — the  herring  family,  eta. — 
made  by  Mr.  Gear  (a  member  of  the  society)  were 
shown  ;  the.se  were  very  naturally  coloured,  and 
looked  lifelike.  Mr.  Nickels  then  read  a  most 
interesting  paper  on  the  sea  fishing  and  other 
attractions  at  Weymouth  and  Portland.  The 
paper  had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Bowles,  the  society's 
agent  at  W'eymouth.  After  grapliic  description  of 
the  numerous  grounds  and  variety  of  fish  to  be 
take.i,  the  writer  went  on  to  say  that  undoubtedly 
the  winter  months  yield  the  best  sport  with  the 
pollack  and  conger,  the  former  running  larger  than 
in  the  summer.  He  knew  of  some  large  specimens 
of  conger  having  been  taken  by  both  boatmen  and 
visitors.  Pouting  are  plentiful  at  all  times.  Wrasse 
are  also  found,  aad  some  specimen  fis'.i  of  this 
species  have  been  taken  at  times.  Bass  and  mullet 
are  also  very  plentiful,  and  are  excellent  fish- 
ing. In  the  writer's  opinion,  bass  appeared 
to  be  the  great  attractiion,  and  he  give  a 
very  full  and  comprehensive  description  of  tiie 
various  modes  of  capture.  In  the  course  of 
discus  ion  following  the  rea  Jing  of  the  paper, 
several  members  present  gave  their  personal  experi- 
ences at  Weymouth.  Before  the  conclusion  of  the 
meeting  very  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  given  to 
Mr.  Bowles  and  Mr.  Nickels  for  a  very  interesting 
and  instructive  evening.  P. 


Mb.  William  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  writes : — 
"  A  fine  specimen  of  the  Peimant  globe  -  fish 
(Tetraodon)  was  caught  at  Downderry,  near 
Plymouth,  on  Aug.  18,  by  Fred  Tiltman,  fisherman. 
Mr.  Pearce,  a  gentleman  staying  there  from  London, 
kindly  brought  it  to  me  on  his  motor,  and,  after 
taking  particulars,  I  sent  it  to  the  Natural  History 
Museum  at  Kensington.  I  also  made  a  rougii  sketch 
life-size,  which  I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  B.S.A.S.,  4,  Fetter-lane,  London.  It 
measured  23^in.  long,  and  the  globe  underneath  the 
body  was  about  12Ln.  diameter.  The  fish  is  some- 
what the  shape  of  a  coalfish,  but  it  has  a  blunt 
snout,  and  jaws  like  a  parrot's  beak.  It  has  a  globe- 
like appendix  reacliing  from  just  under  the  lower 
jaw  to  the  vent  which  is  usually  inflated  Hke  *  foot- 
ball. This  appendix  is  of  a  white  velvety  appear- 
ance and  studded  all  over  with  small  spines,  each 
having  four  horizontal  branching  roots  or  supports. 
The  specimens  that  I  can  find  recorded  were  about 
22in.  long,  ao  this  seems  to  be  a  fairly  large  one." 
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must  arrive  bij  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  grand  weather  for  angHng,  it 
has  gone  cooler,  and  the  waters  on  the  whole  are 
all  now  in  the  pink  of  condition.  All  the  resorts 
with  a  reputation  have  bee;i  fished  with  good  re- 
sults, and  catches  all  round  have  been  good,  and 
very  few  have  had  cause  to  complain.  The  Avon 
has  been  well  patronised,  and  bream,  roach,  perch, 
and  some  fine  eels  have  been  taken.  The  bream 
and  roaoh  are  still  going  at  the  stewed  wheat.  Very 
few  dace  have  been  taken,  as  this  is  not  altogether 
a  river  in  wlii?h  they  are  found  in  any  particular 
size  or  quantities.  This  class  of  fish  are  to  be  found 
in  the  Severn,  more  s3  than  in  our  other  Midland 
rivers ;  on  this  river  with  this  class  of  fish,  sport 
has  been  good,  the  maggot  being  the  best  bait 
used  ;  chub  are  also  taking  this  bait  and  the  worm, 
but  our  Kidderminster  anglers  are  looking  forward 
to  the  month;  of  S3ptember  and  October,  when 
this  bait  is  the  most  killing  used.  Roach  are  also 
taking  the  maggot  and  the  paste  in  the  quiet  back 
waters,  and  decent  catches  have  been  made.  Trout 
fishing  on  this  river  has  been  rather  quiet  in  the 
lower  reaches.  Pike  are  beginning  to  move  above 
Bridgnorth.  Sport  on  the  Trent  in  the  Alrewas 
district  and  up  the  river  ha=!  been  again  g)od,  and 
the  members  of  the  Midland  Piscatorial  Association 
who  have  baited  up  swims  the  day  previous  to  fish- 
ing have  had  good  sport  all  round,  and  extra  fine 
fishing  is  being  looked  forward  to  during  the  next 
two  months.  The  Penk  has  been  fished  by  the 
members  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Oub  at  Acton.  This 
part  of  the  river  is  extra  good,  and  the  members  all 
round  have  done  well  with  the  paste,  worm  and 
maggot.  Some  very  fine  dace  have  been  taken 
from  this  water,  which  is  noted  for  this  kind 
offish.  Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Arrow 
or  the  Alne.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the 
Blythe.  Pool  fishing  has  been  good.  The  waters 
in  Sutton  Park  have  been  successfully  fished,  roach 
and  perch  have  been  feeding  well.  Some  of  the 
pools  within  a  few  miles  of  the  centre  of  the  city 
have  been  fished.  Earlswood  Reservoir  has  been 
well  looked  to  by  the  subscribers,  but  the  roach, 
bream  and  perch  have  run  rather  small,  but  some 
good  eels  have  been  taken,  the  largest  being  one 
taken  by  Mr.  W.  Warner,  which  weighed  close  upon 
41b.  Canal  fishing  has  been  indulged  in.  Fenny 
Compton  can  be  fished  on  this  week,  and  those  who 
can  get  away  should  give  the  place  a  trial,  as  this 
canal  was  at  one  time,  and  is  now  I  believe,  the  best 
in  the  Midlands. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

The  remarkable  success  attending  roach  fishing, 
which  we  recorded  last  week,  continues,  and  heavy 
bags  have  been  made  this  week.  There  has  been  no 
diminution  in  the  number  of  rods  at  work  on  the 
Witham,  the  majority  of  whom  have  made  Boston 
their  headquarters.  The  lengths  at  Kirkstead, 
Tattershall,  Langrick,  and  Dogdyke  have  been 
literally  besieged  with  fishermen,  and  both  creed 
wheat  and  maggot  baits  have  accounted  for  some 
choice  lots.  Some  of  the  "takes"  have  weighed  up 
to  401b.,  and  two  brace  of  red  fins  which  fell  to  one 
rod,  amongst  smaller  fry,  turned  the  scale  at 
51b.  8oz.  There  is  yet  a  good  deal  of  weed  on  some 
lengths  of  the  Witham,  but  anglers  who  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  clear  a  swim  and  pay  proper  regard 
to  ground  baiting  have,  indeed,  had  a  fine  time. 
The  lower  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  are  now  getting 
unfishable  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water,  which 
is  being  run  off  for  clean-sing  purposes.  Beyond  the 
dam  in  Dow.sby  Fen,  however,  good  sport  continues 
to  be  had.  Some  prodigious  perch  have  been  cap- 
tured with  the  worm,  and  the  writer  killed  one 
recently  weighing  21b.  8oz. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  held  their  annual  members'  match  and 
challenge  cup  competition  on  the  River  Ancholme, 
at  Ferriby  Sluice,  when  4()(>  local  anglers  availed 
them.ielves  of  the  pleasant  trip  up  the  River 
Humber,  from  the  Hull  Victoria  Pier  to  the  Sluice, 
and  22fS  of  the  members  to;>k  part  in  the  competi- 
tion, and  at  the  call  of  tine,  Me.  R.  H.  Barlow,  the 
president  of  the  North  Myton  Angling  Association, 
was  declared  the  winner  of  the  first  prize  in  the 
match  with  41b.  2oz.  of  fish,  consisting  chiefly  of  small 
roa-;h  and  bream,  which  also  entitled  him  to  a  gold 
medal  ;  Mr.  G.  Wilson  being  second  with  'i\h. 
u<\  Fred  J-'hillipson,  third,  31b.  4|oz.  The  four 
Iver  challenge  cups  being  won  by  teams  represent- 
I'lg  the  North  Myton  A. A.,  the  River  Hull  A. A., 


the  Kingston  Rovers  A.S.,  and  the  Hull  TownA.A., 
in  the  order  given.  The  East  Hull  A. A.  fished 
their  third  match  of  the  season  also  on 
the  Ancholme,  near  to  Brigg,  resulting  in 
Mr.  William  Crossland  taking  the  first  prize  with 
81b.  loz.,  and  Mr.  Gordon  second  with  7lb.  12Joz.  ; 
bvit  during  the  past  week,  neither  bream  nor  roach 
have  furnished  much  sport  on  the  Ancholme,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather.  A 
few  good  roach  have  been  secured  in  the 
top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull,  scaling  up  to 
1  lb.  5oz.  each,  and  odd  good  bream  have  also 
been  taken,  both  with  maggot  and  paste,  in  the 
lower  waters  at  Leven  Lock,  Swinemoor,  and 
Wawne.  Some  fair  catches  are  also  reported  from 
Wansford  and  Snakeholme  on  the  DriSfield  Canal. 
Both  Hull  and  G.im^by  anglers  are  having  fair 
sport  on  the  River  Ludd  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  Fire- 
beacon  and  Austin  Fen,  the  roach  running  a  nice 
size,  in  fact  better  than  of  late. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Intermittant  heavy  rain  has  fallen  in  this  district 
for  the  last  few  days,  causing  a  rise  in  the  streams, 
and  thus  spoiling  to  a  very  great  extent  the  night 
fishing  for  sea-trout  for  this  moon.  It  ha?  been  re- 
markable now  for  a  lot  of  seasons  past  how  we  always 
manage  to  get  what  we  don't  want  for  the  making 
of  a  good  mort  and  sprod  season — and  that  is  a 
long  prolonged  drought  in  the  early  portion  of  the 
running  season,  resulting  in  the  fish  being  swept 
out  by  the  nets  on  the  estuarie?,  and  this  has  bean 
followed  by  wet,  unsettled  weather  when  the  pick 
of  the  night  fishing  should  be  on,  rendering  it 
practically  abortive.  Since  I  wrote  last  Mr.  Ever- 
shed,  fishing  the  Levens  Park  water  (Kent),  has 
made  two  good  panniers,  taking  one  lot  of  201b. 
one  evening,  and  following  this  up  by  another  giod 
fishing  on  Saturday  last,  which  fishing  included  a 
grilse  that  was  remarkable  for  its  small  size, 
2lb.  2oz.  Mr.  Richard  Bagot  has  aho  had  a  few 
nice  lots  during  the  past  few  days  from  the  above 
water.  On  the  semi-public  wator  nothing  very 
brilliant  is  being  done,  but  all  seem  to  be  getting  a 
few,  which  is,  I  suppose,  as  much  as  one  can  expect, 
seeing  that  the  ground  is  but  limited,  and  that  it  is 
fi5hed  very  hard.  So  far  no  salmon  have  been 
taken,  but  the  Kent  is  a  most  uncertain  stream — I 
have  known  it  not  to  produce  a  single  fish  for  the 
entire  season,  as  I  )iave  also  known  it  to  turn  out 
half  a  dozen  from  a  single  pool  in  an  afternoon.  I 
hear  that  there  is  a  good  run  of  salmon  up  the 
River  Leven — the  outlet  of  Windermere.  Trout 
fishing  is  looking  up  all  round,  and  should  improve 
now  up  to  the  end  of  the  season.  All  the  stieams 
are  in  capital  ply  for  fly  fishing  by  day ;  for  night 
they  are  too  high.  Windermere  is  turning  out 
perch  by  the  bushel,  and  char  are  also  looking  up  a 
bit,  otherwise  all  is  quiet  on  the  lake,  if  exception 
be  made  to  a  few  pike. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Following  on  a  most  successful  series  of  open 
events  at  Leigh,  on  Aug.  19  the  Leigh  Ry.  A.C. 
held  a  .similar  event.  No  mention  in  the  report  is 
made  of  the  total  entry,  but  judging  from  the 
weights,  sport  must  have  been  good.  Thos.  Woods 
heads  the  list,  and  no  doubt  he  is  a  proud  man 
to-day,  at  any  rate  he  is  a  good  angler.  The 
Robin  Hood  Anglers,  Clifton,  went  to  Althorpe 
on  Saturday  last,  Aug.  19.  and  no  doubt  although 
a  gale  was  blowing,  enjoyed  their  outing,  but  it 
seems  a  terrible  journey  and  an  expense  to 
get  the  same  sport  they  could  get  nearer  home. 
However,  Mr.  J.  Morris  heads  the  prize  list  for  a 
little  over  1  lb.  ;  in  all  thirty-two  members  fished  for 
£18  5s.  in  prizes.  Last  week  the  BoUin  was  off, 
this  week  the  report  is  a  little  better,  and  is  stated 
in  nice  order  and  fishing  well.  This  is  very  satis- 
factory. One  thing  is  hard  to  understand,  why 
several  important  angling  centres  in  this  county 
do  not  return  me  their  reports. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  with  so  many  of  our 
city  rods  away  in  search  of  both  health  and  sport, 
that  we  cannot  get  more  cheerful  reports  sent  home. 
One  rod  very  intelligently  says,  "  There  was  a  flood, 
and  I  could  not  get  my  float  to  cock  " — well,  why 
not  try  a  ledger  or  a  paternoster  ?  The  Union 
Chapel  Angling  Society  are  evidently  on  the  right 
tack  by  getting  the  ladies  to  angle.  This  is 
proved  by  the  following  report.  First  prize, 
Mr.  R.  Leigh  ;  third  prize,  Mrs.  R.  Leigh  ;  second 
prize,  Mrs.  S.  Dean ;  fourth  prize,  Mr.  S.  Dean. 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  True  Sportsmen  A.S. 
is  the  first  team  to  enter  for  the  Bridgwater  chal- 
lenge shield.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  A.S.  fished 
their  championship  at  Northwich  and  Mr.  J.  Hulling 
secured  the  honour  with  l^lb.  The  Clowes'  A.S. 
had  a  good  time  at  Bollington  for  £3  in  prizes,  Mr. 
E.  Harding  securing  the  best  weight.  It  would 
appear  by  reports  that  our  locals  visiting  Southport 


can  enjoy  a  bit  of  angling  either  in  the  sea,  Kow 
Gardens,  or  in  local  pits — they  must  please  them- 
selves. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Barbel  anglers  on  the  Trent  are  reported  to  have 
caught  more  fish  than  previously,  and  I  hoar  that, 
in  one  outing,  in  the  Holme  dwtrict,  Mr.  David 
Slater,  of  Newark,  succeeded  in  securing  twenty- 
three.  They  were  in  splendid  condition.  Mr.  W. 
Marshall,  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society, 
has  had  five  from  Kelham,  and  over  a  dozen  have 
been  met  with  at  Colwick  and  Holme  Pierrepont. 
The  higher  waters  have  not  yielded  so  well,  and 
instead  of  worm  votaries  might  now  use  greaves 
with  success.  R  jach  and  dace  have  been  well  on 
at  gentles,  and  substantial  ba.gs  of  tha  former  have 
been  made  by  the  aid  of  stewed  wheat.  Chub  have 
been  bagged  with  wasp  grubs  at  Shelford,  Gun- 
thorpe,  Fiskerton  (above  the  ferry),  and  also  on  the 
Kelham  section  above  the  bridge.  Fly  fishers  have 
creeled  chub  and  dace  at  Wilford  and  in  the  Clifton 
waters,  the  quarry  rising  best  just  the  last  thing  at 
nigh^.  Scores  of  small  roach  and  br6a,m  have  been 
killed  in  the  Grantham  Canal  near  Cotgrave,  and 
further  takes  of  tench  are  reported  from  the  Mans- 
field district.  Odd  pike  have  been  got  on  the  river 
with  the  trolling  bait. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  stormy,  windy  week,  the  wind  has 
played  sad  havoc  among  the  fruit  trees,  and  on 
two  days  fly  fishing  was  out  of  the  question,  still 
there  has  been  some  good  sport  had  in  all  the 
rivers.  Mr.  F.  Hughes  and  Mr.  P.  Smith  fishing  the 
Teme  at  Lindridge  had  grand  sport  among  the 
grayling  and  trout,  and  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  and  his 
brother  have  had  a  grand  lot  of  grayling  and  daoe 
and  a  few  brace  of  trout.  Two  other  gentle- 
men near  Stanford  Bridge  caught  eight  brace 
grayling  and  two  brace  trout — ^one  brace  2Jlb. — and 
at  Lutsley,  a  local  angler,  fishing  for  trout, 
caught  a  fine  eel,  2lb.  12oz.  Two  members 
of  the  Izaak  Walton  Club,  fishing  the  club  water 
near  Knightwick,  had  good  sport ;  but  a  friend 
fishing  with  them  did  far  better,  he  caught  sixteen 
and  a  half  brace  of  grayling  and  a  brace  of  trout< 
Several  have  had  some  capital  catches  of  dace  with 
the  maggot,  and  sport  good  all  along  the  fine. 
Bream  and  roach  have  gone  well  in  the  Avon  and 
Severn  ;  Messrs.  Harris,  Thompson,  and  H.  Hodges, 
of  the  Fountain  Club,  had  full  creels  of  roach,  over 
five  score  one  day,  and  a  very  heavy  catch 
again  on  Thursday  (Aug.  17).  Messrs.  Stokes  and 
Morris  had  81b.  and  71b.  of  fine  dace  and  roach,  and 
Messrs.  Tyler,  Phillips,  and  Weston,  23Jlb.  bream 
and  roach,  using  the  stewed  wheat  as  bait.  At 
Wyre  and  Pershore  good  sport  has  been  had,  and 
large  brea,m  up  to  5Jlb.  were  caught  in  the  Severn 
between  Camp  and  Holt.  The  Worcester  have 
arranged  to  hold  their  annual  outing  and  com- 
petition on  the  Teme  on  Aug.  31,  and  it  promises 
to  be  a  big  affair,  and  the  grand  inter-club  contest 
on  the  following  Saturday  at  Wyre  oa  the  Avon. 
There  are  a  lot  of  prizes  tb  fish  for. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Heavy  rain  has  been  general  since  last  notes, 
and  sport  has  exhibited  much  improvement  at  the 
principal  angling  centres,  though  it  would  appear 
that  it  has  not  been  quite  up  to  anticipation  at  the 
majority  of  places.  Sea-trout  fisliing  has  not  been 
as  productive  of  sport  as  it  usually  has  been  at 
this  time  in  those  places  where  those  fish  are 
had,  but  matters  are  showing  much  improvement 
generally  speaking  in  respect  of  those  fish  at  time 
of  writing.  Sea  angling  lias  been  practically  at  a 
standstill  for  nearly  a  week  owing  to  wild  and  wet 
weather  and  high  seas.  Bass  fishing  has,  however, 
been  good  in  many  of  the  river  estuaries,  and  at 
the  mouth  of  Waterville  river  on  Saturday  last  a 
gentleman  caught  fourteen  of  those  fish  in  an  hour 
in  the  late  evening. 

North  of  Ibeland. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  angling  season 
on  northern  waters,  particularly  those  in  the  north- 
east portion  of  the  province,  has  been  the  worst  for 
many  years.  This  applies  both  to  salmon  and 
trout  fishing.  The  prolonged  drought,  of  course, 
had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  this,  but  now  that  the 
rivers  are  in  better  form,  apart  from  the  flax-water, 
fishing  is  decidedly  poor.  It  is  not  the  lack  of  fish 
in  such  rivers  as  the  Bann,  where  both  salmon  and 
trout  are  plentiful.  We  have  heard  of  a 
mighty  salmon  fisher,  who,  disgusted  at  his  want  of 
sport,  even  failed  to  catch  eels  on  the  worm. 
As  an  instance  of  the  destructive  properties  of  flax- 
water,  and  the  carelessness  of  farmers  in  allowing  it 
into  rivers,  we  learn  that  recently  a  discharge  of 
that  fluid  entered  a  private  water  in  the  demesne 
of  Major  M.  Blackwood-Price,  D.L.,  Saintfield 
House,  CO.  Down,  and  killed  over  150  trout.  A  test 
case  for  compensation  would  be  an  interestii* 
sequel  to  tliis  gross  carelessness. 
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"  Labour  is  preferable  to  idleness,  as  hrightneaa  is 
to  rust." 


On  August  12  an  illustrated  notice  appeared  on 
the  focond  edition  of  "Roach,  Rudd,  and  Bream 
Fishing  in  Many  Waters,"  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin 
("Trent  Otter").  The  information  was  omitted 
that  the  price  is  one  sliilliag,  and  may  be  obtained 
from  the  author  at  8,  Seymour-street,  Seymour 
Square,  N.W.    {See  advertisement  on  page  166.) 

He  *  >t«  Ht 

While  on  this  subject  I  mny  answer  several 
correspondents  that  roach  will  be  the  principal  fish 
sought,  or  caught,  at  Henley-on-Thamej  on  Monday, 
Sept.  4.  the  occasion  of  the  "  International  Angling 
Competition."  In  the  issue  of  Aug.  19  full  par- 
ticulars were  given  on  page  144.  Rule  3  was  as 
follows:  "All  fish  to  weigh  with  the  exception  of 
jack,  pope,  eels,  bleak,  and  minnows.  No  live  or 
spinning  bait  to  be  used,  and  the  Thames  standard 
of  measurement  will  be  adopted."  Roach  must 
measure  seven  inches,  dace  six,  rudd  six,  chub  ten, 
bream  ten,  perch  eight,  tench  eight,  trout  and 
barbel  sixteen,  and  carp  ten.  (For  later  particulars 
see  advertisement  on  page  vi. ) 

*  *  *  }«< 

It  would  be  impossible  in  these  notes  to  reply  to 
the  great  number  of  applications  as  to  how  to  fish 
on  this  occasion,  what  bait,  what  rod,  line,  or  hook. 
If  I  entered  the  competition  I  should  iise  an  18ft. 
roach  rod  (or  pole),  tight  line,  white  paste.  No.  10 
or  11  Crystal  hook,  and  certainly  should  "try" 
hair ;  the  float  I  should  adopt  according  to  the 
wind  and  stream.  "Angling  and  How  to  Anglo," 
price  one  shilling,  and  "  Roach,  Rudd,  and  Bream 
Fishing  "  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  angler, 
young  or  old  (particularly  the  forrper),  although 
some  of  the  "old"  hands  would  obtain  many  a 
wrinkle  from  their  perusal.  The  entries  close  on 
Tuesday  next,  Aug.  29.  Tickets,  10s.  Cd.,  which 
includes  railway  fare  from  Paddington,  entrance 
fee,  and  banquet  and  distribution  of  prizes  by  the 
Mayor  of  Henley. 


FOBEWOBD. 

A  THIEF  stole  in  the  night,  as  all  thieves  will, 
For  then,  know,  things  are  generally  still. 

Act  I. 

An  exception.    House  occupant — ill  fate — 
Perambulated  till  an  hour  quite  late. 

Act  II. 

A  keen  desire  to  know  what  in  the  air  was  brewing. 
Unfortunately  led  to  occupant's  undoing. 

Act  III. 

The  thief  sighed  o'er  the  body,  "  Requiescat  in  pace,''' 
Then  merrily  did  plunder,  but  left  behind  a  trace. 

[see  ? ] 

Last  Act,  Last  Word. 
Incriminatory  his  action  most  distinctly  was, 
Culminatory  the  steps  the  Crown  took  were  be- 
cause— 

And  the  moral  I  sincerely  hope  you  will  not  lose — 
It  thought  that  such  a  neck  would  fit  a  Billing- 
tonian  noose.  J.  Ketch. 


YoBKSHiBE  fishermen  had  remarkable  luck 
amongst  the  herrings  on  Wednesday.  A  fleet  of 
boats  from  Filey  and  Flamborough  encountered 
big  shoals  of  these  fish  near  the  shore,  with  the 
result  that  the  nets  were  weighted  almost  to  break- 
ing point,  and  the  boats  put-  into  port  exceedingly 
low  in  the  water  as  a  result  of  their  load.  The 
boats,  which  carry  three  men,  earned  from  £30  to 
£60  each  for  the  night's  catch. 


Anxious  Strangeb  to  the  piscator  of  the  local 
ponds : — "  Well,  what  luck  lately  ?  Taken  many 
fish  1  "  Piscator :  "  Not  many,  sir."  A.  S. : 
"  Come,  come,  surely  you've  taken  some  ? " 
Piscator  :  "  Some,  sir,  certainly."  A.  S.  :  "  Yes,  I 
know.  But  you  take  more  than  anyone  else.  How 
do  you  account  for  that  ?  You  must  know  some- 
thing." Piscator:  "No,  sir,  it  ain't  that!  You 
see,  I  put  'em  in,  and  they  sort  o'  knows  me." 


A  MAN  who  had  been  long  known  as  a  teetotaler 
broke  out  one  day,  and  sent  his  son  for  a  bottle  of 
whisky.  "  Who  is  this  for  ?  "  asked  the  publican. 
"  It's  for  my  father,"  said  the  urchin.  "  Whatever 
does  your  lather  want  with  whisky,  and  he  such  a 
staunch  teetotaler  ? "  pursued  the  publican,  who 
had  not  heard  of  his  fall.  The  lad,  with  discretion 
beyond  his  years,  thought  that  perhaps  his  father 
would  not  like  the  truth  to  be  known,  so,  after  a 
moment's  hesitation,  he  said  :  "  My  father's  going 
//shing,  and  ho  wants  the  cork  for  a  float," 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society,  ever 
anxious  in  the  interest  of  anglers,  at  their  meeting 
on  Aug.  15  took  part  in  an  interesting  discussion,  in 
which  several  members  took  part,  on  the  recently 
announced  projeot  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board, 
whereby  it  was  proposed  to  remove  tho  intake  so 
far  up  the  Lea  and  Stort  respectively  that  practically 
the  greater  part  of  the  fishing  below  Hertford  and 
Bishop  Stortfard  would  be  destroyed — the  "  Old 
Lea,"  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  Stort,  being 
almost  extinguished.  Tlio  following  appeared  in 
the  Tottenham  Herald  oi  Aug.  11: — "  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Water  Board  a-proposxl  was  submitted  by 
tho  Works  and  Stores'  Committee  for  the  removal 
of  the  intake  of  the  eastern  district  on  the  Rivor 
Loa  to  a  point  about  Fielde's  Weir  and  Hertford  in 
tho  valley  of  the  Loa,  and  between  Fielde's  Weir 
and  Bi-hop  Startford  in  the  valley  of  the  Stort. 
The  estimated  c  jst  of  tho  aqueduct  stiggastod  was 
£383,000,  and  of  the  proposed  reservoir  or  reservoirs 
near  Fielde's  Weir,  which  are  to  hold  1,000,000,000 
gallons,  £290,000.  Tho  committee  recommended 
that  the  scheme  should  bo  embodied  in  a  Bill. 
^  *  *  *  * 

"  In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  Mr.  B  ir- 
nard,  chairman  of  the  committee,  said  the  quantity 
of  sewage  whioh  flowed  down  the  River  Lea  was  a 
serious  matter.  The  responsibility  for  the  treat- 
ment of  tho  sewage  was  of  great  importance.  For 
a  period  of  thirty  years  the  local  authorities  had 
been  charged  with  this  duty,  but  there  was  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  how  far  this  resoonsibility 
went.  The  stagnation  of  this  river  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  but  the  close  proximity  of  sewage 
farms  and  outfalls  was  even  more  important.  The 
Government  had  a  large  gunpowder  factory  two 
miles  above  the  intake,  and  the  effluent  was 
poisonous  and  dangerous,  as  was  also  that  from  tho 
various  sewage  farms  above  the  intake.  They  had 
proved  by  analysis  that  even  in  those  cases  where 
no  effluent  was  discharged  into  the  river  the  water 
in  the  river  near  to  the  sewage  farm  was  bad,  the 
result  of  sewage-logged  ground." 


How  much  a  man  is  like  old  shoes, 

For  instance,  both  a  soul  may  lose ; 

Both  have  been  tanned ;  both  are  made  tight 

By  cobblers  ;  both  get  le"t  and  right. 

Both  need  a  mate  to  be  complete 

And  both  are  made  to  go  oq  feet. 

They  both  need  heeling,  both  are  soled. 

And  both,  in  time,  will  turn  to  mould ; 

With  shoes  the  last  is  first;  and  when 

The  shoes  wear  out,  they're  mended  new. 

When  men  wear  out  they're  men-dead,  too. 

They  both  are  trod  upon,  and  both 

Will  tread  on  others,  nothing  loth. 

Both  have  their  ties,  and  both  incline. 

When  polished,  in  the  world  to  shine  ; 

And  both  peg  out — now,  would  you  choose 

To  be  a  man  or  be  his  shoes? 

— Sydney  Bulletin. 


Mr.  B.  Thompson,  of  33,  Howard-street,  Great 
Yarmouth,  tells  me  that  "  a  gentleman  was  fishing 
near  the  Southtown  Bridge  recently  with  '  Thomp- 
son's' paste  took  four  eels  in  twenty  minutes.  I 
could  scarcely  believe  it."  Why  not  ?  Eels  will  eat 
coke.  Paste,  especially  if  nice  and  sweet,  is  pre- 
ferred. But  there,  although  they  very  often  feed 
on  dead  dogs  and  cats,  the  flavour  is  j  ust  as  good. 
Pigs  and  ducks  are  not  considered  particularly  clean 
eaters,  but  when  roast  pork  and  roast  duck  are 
properly  presented  at  table,  one  does  not  worry 
about  what  they  lived  on. 


I  HEAB  that  the  recent  rains  have  much  improved 
the  fishing  in  the  Aln.  Several  very  good  baskets 
have  been  got  by  Mr.  Laurence  Hardy,  Mr.  Jas. 
Croll,  and  Mr.  B.  Keen. 


Teacher  :  "  Supposing  I  should  cut  a  fish  weigh- 
ihg  9lb.  into  three  pans,  keeping  one  myself  and 
giving  one  each  to  you  and  Freddie,  what  would 
you  each  get  ?  "  Dick  Hicks  :  "  He  would  get  the 
tail,  and  I  the  head." 


Mr.  A.  Roland  Knight  writes :  —  "It  may 
interest  your  readers  to  know  there  are  a  few  gjod 
roach  left  in  the  Walthamstow  Reservoirs,  notwith- 
standing the  heavy  netting  they  got  some  years 
ago.  A  friend  of  mine,  fishing  with  me  there  last 
week,  landed,  on  a  tight  line  and  without  landing- 
net,  a  roach  which  was  weighed  in  the  Ferryboat 
Inn.    Six  hours  after  capture  it  weighed  21b.  3oz." 


A  HUNDRED  eyeless  fish  have  been  brought  to 
the  surface  from  one  of  the  wells  of  the  Crude 
Oil  Company,  Whittier,  California.  The  fish  are 
transparent,  and  their  blood  is  blue.  ["  Not  all  tho 
blood  of  all  the  Howards,"  otc]  . 


Mr.  O.  M.  Howard,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Southend 
Sea  Angling  Festival,  which  is  to  take  place  on 
Sept.  16,  17,  and  18,  says,  "A  nice  lot  of  fish  are 
being  had  just  now,  and  by  the  time  the  festival 
arrives  some  good  catches  should  be  the  order."  I 
am  in  receipt  of  the  prospoutuses  setting  forth  the 
rules  and  conditions  to  be  observed  during  the 
tlu"ee  days'  fishing  from  boats  and  pier,  also  the 
entry  form.  Entries  close  Sept.  12. 
Ht  *  *  * 

There  is  a  splendid  list  of  prizes  to  be  fished  for, 
but  the  "  challenge  shield,"  thirty-three  and,- a  half 
inches  in  height  and  twenty-eight  and  a  half  inches 
in  width,  valued  forty  guineas,  is  one  of  tho  finest 
trophies  I  ever  saw,  and  should  be  the  means  of 
securing  a  record  entrance.  The  prizes  will  be  dis- 
tributed on  Monday  evening,  Sept.  18,  by  hia 
worship  the  Mayor,  at  the  Middleton  Hotel.  Full 
particulars  will  be  sent  on  application  to  Messrs. 
Howard  and  Summers,  156,  Hamlet  Court-road, 
Southend. 


Kandor  :  "  I  tell  you,  sir,  you're  a  liar  !  "  Pom- 
pous :  "  Sir  !  If  I  were  a  fighting  man,  I'd  knock 
you  down  for  that  !  "  Kandor  :  "  I'll  bet  you  ten 
dollars  I  can  prove  it."  Pompous  :  "  I — er — never 
bet." — Philadelphia  Press. 


The  Editor  in  his  "  Occasional  Notes  "  relates  an 
incident  of  a  cool  American.  Here  is  another  which 
registers  the  same  degree  of  frost.  A  young  lawyer 
whose  progress  was  too  slow  to  suit  him  decided  to 
give  up  the  law  and  try  journalism.  To  this  end  he 
wanted  to  get  to  New  York.  He  had  no  money, 
but,  seeing  no  other  way,  he  got  into  a  train,  and 
when  the  guard  called  for  his  ticket,  said,  "  I  am  on 
the  staff  of  the  Pimlico  Flabbergaster ;  I  suppose 
you  will  pa-s  me  ? "  The  guard  look  at  him 
sharply.  "  The  editor  of  that  paper  is  in 
the  train.  Come  with  me.  If  he  identifies  you, 
all  right."  The  lawyer  followed  the  conductor, 
and  the  situation  was  duly  explained.  The 
editor  said,  "  Oh,  yes,  I  recognise  him !  It  is 
aU  right."  Before  leaving  the  train  the  lawyer 
again  sought  the  editor.  "  Why  did  you  say  you 
recognised  me  ?  I'm  not  on  the  P.  F."  "  Aren't 
you  7  Well,  I'm  not  the  editor.  I'm  travelling  on 
his  pass  and  was  dreading  that  you  would  give  me 
away ! " 


"  I  hear,  Mrs.  Parvenu,  that  your  son  is  a  great 
student,  and  spends  most  of  his  time  over  the 
midnight  oil."  "  There  isn't  a  word  of  truth  about 
that  oil,  ma'am ;  we  have  gas  all  over  the  house, 
and  Alfred  has  a  whole  chanticleer  in  his  room. 
Oil,  indeed ! "  and  the  haughty  dame  tossed  her 
head. 


The  following  appeared  in  the  Liverpool  Daily 
Post  and  Mercury  of  Aug.  16  :  "Justices'  Justice  at 
Dolgelly. — At  the  Dolgelly  Police  Court,  yesterday, 
a  well-known  character,  named  Griffith  Humphreys, 
was  charged  with  using  a  gaff,  with  the  intent  to 
catch  salmon,  on  July  19  and  20.  Richard  Lewis, 
who  did  not  put  in  an  appearance,  was  charged 
with  similar  offences  on  the  same  dates.  Mr.  R.  D. 
Richards,  Barmouth,  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Conservators.  Keeper  Macdonald  deposed 
that  he  saw  the  defendants  using  a  gaff  in  a  pool 
called  Llyn  y  Wemddu.  Cross-examined  by  Hum- 
phreys, he  said  that  he  believed  him  to  be  the  man 
who  was  with  Lewis.  Humphreys  stoutly  denied 
the  charge.  The  bench  found  him  guilty  of  the 
first  charge,  that  of  July  19,  and  he  wap  sentenced 
to  one  month's  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 
On  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman  (Mr.  C.  E. 
Munroe  Edwards),  the  other  charge  was  withdrawn. 
*  *  •  «  * 

"At  this  point  the  deputy  clerk  (Mr.  Rogers) 
informed  the  bench  that  it  was  illegal  for  them  to 
send  the  defendant  to  prison  without  having  first 
given  him  the  option  of  being  tried  summarily  or 
by  a  jury.  On  being  asked,  the  defendant  said  he 
desired  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  though  he  had  to  wait 
in  prison  till  October,  as  he  was  innocent.  The 
justices  were  thrown  into  perplexity,  and  a  long 
consultation  took  place  between  them  and  the 
prosecuting  advocate,  and  Mr.  Guthrie  Jones, 
solicitor,  also  tendered  his  advice  to  them  in  their 
dilemma.  After  a  long  argument  between  the 
bench  and  the  advocates,  which  highly  amused  the 
audience  present,  the  unusual  course  was  taken  of 
withdrawing  the  charge  of  July  19.  on  which  the 
defendant  had  been  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to 
one  month,  and  proceeding  with  the  charge  of 
July  20,  which  had  been  previously  withdrawn  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  chairman.  On  the  latter 
charge  Humphreys  was  fined  £5  and  costs,  or  one 
month's  imprisonment.  The  defendant,  who  elected 
to  go  to  gaol,  said  that  they  had  not  heard  the  last 
of  the  matter."  Dragnet. 


August  20,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


"gTofcs  from  U)c  ilod^. 


Last  week  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  Princess 
Victoria  went  up  to  Balmoral,  and  on  Monday  the 
Princess  of  Wales  followed  to  Abergeldie  to  join  her 
family,  while  the  Prince  of  Wales  went  on  to  Advie, 
on  Speyside. 


The  young  Princes  of  the  House  of  Wales  have 
been  having  a  good  time  of  it  on  the  Abergeldie 
waters.  A  flood  came  away  on  Friday  (Aug.  18), 
just  the  chance  for  a  basket  of  trout.  The  Girnock 
bum  is  their  favourite  haunt. 


The  Dee  rose  several  feet  on  Friday  night  (Aug.  18), 
and  although  it  did  not  remain  long  at  that  height 
yet  the  short  spate  did  a  world  of  good,  and  gave  a 
decided  impetus  to  angling. 


This  is  to  be  a  good  autumn  fishing.  It  is  some 
six  years  ago  since  the  same  timely  floods  came  to 
fill  the  pools  with  fresh-run  fish,  and  every  shower 
now  will  keep  the  rivers  up. 


Sportsmen  have  got  the  first  flush  of  the  season 
over  and  are  now  taking  it  easy.  The  river  is  getting 
more  attention,  and  although  details  are  not  yet  to 
hand,  a  good  few  fish  have  been  got  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Dee. 


Mr.  T.  R.  Heaven,  the  Lodge,  Forest  of  Birse,  is 
entertaining  Prince  Don  Alfonso,  first  cousin  to  the 
King  of  Spain.  There  is  every  chance  of  His  Royal 
Highness  having  a  run  with  a  Dee  salmon,  as  Mr. 
Heaven  has  about  four  miles  of  water  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  and  some  of  the  finest  pools  to  be 
found  anywhere. 


Seals  are  making  their  appearance  in  the  Moray 
Firth  and  along  the  east  coast  generally.  This  is 
1  egarded  by  fishermen  as  a  sure  sign  of  a  good  salmon 
feason,  as  they  follow  in  the  wake  of  the  salmon. 
Manj'  of  the  heavier  fish  in  the  Aberdeen  market 
bear  evidences  of  the  close  proximity  of  the  seal. 


Finnock  fishing  is  in  full  swing  on  all  the  estuaries, 
and  fairly  good  baskets  are  being  made.  On  Satur- 
day (Aug.  19),  three  tidal  anglers  on  the  Dee  had  a 
combined  bag  of  201b.  of  fish.      Special  Scotch. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

G.  W.  HuNNYBUN. — The  "discoloration"  on  the 
lower  lip  of  the  roach  you  send  is  peculiar  to  roach 
in  many  waters.  It  is  simply  a  little  more  pro- 
nounced than  usual. 

J.  Edwards. — The  "  Silver  Trouts "  will  not 
object  to  your  weighing  in  a  fine  Thames  trout  if 
you  are  lortimate  enough  to  capture  one  while 
fishing  for  roach  "pegged  down"  in  the  Henley 
International  on  Sept.  4. 


letters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  ALG^  NUISANCE. 

Dear  Sir, — Herewith  I  venture  to  send  you  a 
sample  of  a  growth — possibly  algae — which  has 
taken  place  in  a  small  pond  this  year,  and  I  should 
be  greatly  obliged  if  you  could  advise,  through  the 
( orrespondence  columns  or  otherwise,  on  the  best 
means  by  which  the  nuisance  could  be  got  rid  of 
without  injury  to  the  trout. 

The  pond,  whi,;h  is  not  a  deep  one,  was  formed 
and  stocked  with  trout  about  five  years  ago,  and 
this  summer,  probably  owing  to  the  continuous  hot 
weather  and  drought,  the  growth  has  appeared  in 
f  onsiderable  quantities,  in  some  places  to  a  depth 
of  r2in.  This  will  soon  spoil  all  angling,  if  it  docs 
not  injure  the  trout,  and  the  question  is  how  best 
to  clean  out  the  growth.  Would  raking  it  ashore 
and  burying  it  be  a  feasible  plan  ? 

I  have  got  many  useful  hints  from  the  Fishing 
Oazelte  in  past  years,  and  in  all  likelihood  you  can 
advise  on  the  above  difficulty,  for  which  I  should 
be  greatly  obliged. — Yours  truly, 

Edinburgh.  J.  McLkllan  Faikley. 

[I  sent  the  sample  to  Sir  Thomas  Wardle,  who 
ia  an  authority  on  the  subject,  and  he  very  kindly 
replied  as  follows. — Ed.] 

Dkar  Mb.  Makston, — I  have  examined  the  bottle 
of  algw  you  sent  me.  It  was  rather  decomposed 
when  it  arrived,  but  I  do  not  think  I  am  wrong  in 
making  out  what  it  is. 

It  belongs  to  the  order  Zygophyceae,  of  the  family 
Zygnemacea  ;  genus,  Flaveacena  ;  species,  Longata  ; 
'  variety,  Gracilis.    It  has  an  internal  tube  of  beauti- 


fully arranged  spiral  chlorophyll.  I  enclose  the  letter 
you  sent  mo. — Believe  mo,  yours  very  truly, 

Thomas  Wakdle. 
[The  Americans  claim  to  uso  sulpliate  of  copper 
with  great  success  in  destroying  algi',  as  already 
reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Ed. J 

FISH  PARASITES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  must  thank  you  for  your  very 
prompt  reply  to  my  letter,  asking  for  advice  on  the 
above  subject.  The  "  permanganate  of  potash  "  was 
impossible,  as  cattle  drink  the  water ;  nor  was 
either  netting  or  draining  feasible  by  reason  of  the 
conformation  of  the  pond,  so  I  dumped  in  half  a 
ton  of  coarse  salt,  and  I  fancy  it  lias  done  good,  as 
there  are  fewer  dead  ones,  and  the  others  appear 
calmer.  Altogether,  I  may  have  lost  one  hundred 
fish,  all  the  best,  and  all  roach,  although  I  have 
perch,  rudd,  tench,  and  carp  in  the  water.  On 
examining  the  dead  ones  there  is  no  sign  of  the 
parasite,  whi^h,  I  assume,  must  leave  the  fish 
when  dying ;  but  each  one  has  a  slight  redness 
under  the  "  armpits,"  where  the  irritation  has 
been.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  name  of 
the  parasite,  and  the  probable  cause  of  its  appear- 
ance, but  I  hesitate  to  trouble  you  again,  unless 
you  reply  through  your  paper,  which  I  take  each 
week. — Yours  truly,  L.  H. 

[If  our  correspondent  will  send  a  sample  or  two 
in  spirit  I  will  do  what  he  wishes. — Ed. J 


"ARDARA,  CO.  DONEGAL." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  here  for  some  days 
among  a  small  crowd  of  anglers,  mostly  induced 
to  try  their  luck  hereabouts  by  the  recent  article  of 
"  E.  S.  S."  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Whether  it  be  from  adverse  weather  conditions — 
this  being  the  wrong  season — or  limitations  in  the 
way  of  skill,  none  of  the  visitors  appear  to  compli- 
ment "  E.  S.  S."  upon  the  accuracy  of  his  article,  or 
themselves  uoon  their  good  fortune  in  finding  things 
as  described  by  him. 

Nor  can  I  learn  that  fishing  has  been  any  better 
elsewhere  in  the  North- West  of  Ireland  so  far  as 
my  information  extends,  gathered  from  a  friend 
whom  I  met  here  accidentally,  and  who  has  been 
driving  round  the  Donegal  country  near  the  coast 
from  Derry  to  Bundoran.  In  such  fine  and  for 
long  extremely  dry  weather  as  prevailed  last  month 
this  would  not  have  been  surprising,  but  for  a 
week  or  ten  days  past  it  has  been  broken,  squally, 
and  showery  when  not  downright  wet. 

I  limited  my  own  operations  to  brown  trout 
until  I  should  hear  if  it  were  worth  while  to  try  for 
sea-trout  or  salmon,  which  so  far  it  has  not  been, 
though  one  small  salmon  of  about  51b.  was  caught 
yesterday  on  the  hotel  water  of  the  Owenea  river. 

The  Owentocker  (Owentogher  ?)  is  a  very  pretty 
stream,  much  hampered  by  bushes  and  trees,  and 
the  Glengesh  burn,  among  the  hills  to  the  S.W., 
a  smaller  one  more  open  and  easier  to  fish.  Both 
contiiin  brown  trout  of  the  dark,  boggy-looking 
sort,  with  white  flesh  and  mostly  of  small  size,  in 
greater  numbers,  it  is  said,  than  the  Owenea :  in 
which,  however,  one  of  the  visitors,  for  want  of 
better  sport,  had  taken  to  the  capture  of  eels  of 
considerable  size,  therein  abounding. 

It  seems  hardly  to  be  the  proper  season  for 
brown  trout  fishing  be  e,  though  the  water  of  the 
streams  is  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  of  a  lovely  clear 
red- brown  colour;  at  least,  considerable  distances 
have  to  be  fished  to  obtain  a  fairly  good  dish  of 
trout  if  the  most  undersized  ones  are  returned. 

The  country  is  wild,  though  the  s:enery  can 
scarcely  be  called  grand,  and  at  present  there  is 
a  little  more  than  enough  of  mist-laden  ocean  air 
coming  in  from  the  Atlantic.  As  a  change  a  visit 
to  the  wilds  of  Donegal  is  well  enough,  but  I  have 
heard  some  of  the  visitors  say  they  had  left  better 
fishing  behind  them  at  home  in  England,  where 
good  trout  and  salmon  fishing  is  proverbially 
difficult  to  get.  That  the  same  difficulty  is  extend- 
ing rapidly  to  Ireland  may  perhaps  b3  one  among 
other  indications  of  this  comitry's  progress  in  other 
directions  than  that  of  angling. — Yours  truly, 

Ardara,  co.  Donegal,  Aug.  13.  Benwyan. 

["E.  S.  S."  distinctly  stated  that  May  and  June 
were  the  best  months  for  trout  and  that  you  might 
as  well  fish  in  the  street  as  go  to  Ardara  imless  the 
water  and  weather  were  right  for  sea-trout  and 
salmon.  I  am  told  by  anglers  who  know  Ardara 
that  the  description  given  by  "  E.  S.  S."  is  not 
incorre;;t  in  any  way — that  is,  when  conditions  are 
favourable.  I  hope  that  the  real  truth  of  the 
matter  may  be  thrashed  out. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  ARDARA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  feel  I  cannot  let  Mr.  Cheeld's  letter 
of  complaint  pass  re  the  fishing  at  Ardara.  I  would 
like  to  ask  Mr.  Cheeld  if  he  watched  the  small  fish 


rising  on  the  Owenea  or  Owentocker,  and  from 
wh(jin  ho  had  his  information  that  there  was  no 
fish  up. 

Had  Mr.  Cheeld  put  up  his  rod  and  tried  some  of 
the  i)ools  for  a  white  trout,  I  think  ho  would  have 
found  one  witli  the  right  Hy.  As  to  tho  telegrams 
I  know  nothing  about,  but  the  rivers  I  can  answer 
for — that  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  them,  a-id  given 
fair  weather  and  water  a  good  angler  can  get  them. 

I  have  fished  tho  Owenea  for  years  past,  and 
have  fished  every  yard  of  it  from  Glonties  to  tho 
Bay,  and  can  find  no  fault  with  it,  except  at  times 
you  cannot  stir  a  fisli  do  wliat  you  will.  Fish  a  pool 
over  with  every  caro  and  then  you  cannot  get  a 
fish  to  rise,  and  Mr.  Cheeld  will  find  plenty  of  rivers 
just  the  same  in  a  dry  season,  whether  he  fish  in 
Scotland  or  Ireland ;  and  I  must  say  for  the  very 
short  time  jthat  he  stayed  he  was  very  hasty  in 
coming  to  the  decision  he  did,  I  have  always 
found  the  McNeils  family  very  obliging,  and  give 
the  people  that  visit  their  house  every  satisfaction, 
and  I  am  in  a  position  to  answer  for  a  good 
many  that  have  spent  their  holidays  there 
year  after  year,  and  I  hope  yet  to  get  a  few  fish 
out  of  the  Owenea,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Cheeld's  opinion. 
I  shall  try  it  again  in  September,  and  if  Mr.  Cheeld, 
or  any  other  angler,  cares  to  come,  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  prove  to  them  that  the  rivers  are  well 
stocked  with  white  trout  and  salmon,  and  that 
it  will  not  be  their  last  and  only  visit  to  that 
part  of  Donegal.  As  to  "E.  S.  S.'s"  article  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  he  has  made  one  mistake 
in  taking  Paddy  Flynn's  Pool  away  from  the 
Owentocker  and  dumping  it  down  on  the  Owenea; 
his  list  of  flies  can  be  slightly  altered,  by  taking 
away  the  Silver  Doctor  and  Thunder  and  Lightning 
and  substituting  Black  Jay  and  Lemon  Grey  to  his 
white  trout  flies,  the  Blue  and  Blea  is  one  hard  to 
beat. — Yours  truly,  Blue  Jay. 


MR.  HALL  AND  TURN-DOWN  EYED  HOOKS. 

Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  12th  August 
there  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  describing 
certain  stages  in  the  evolution  of  the  Turn-up  eyel 
hook  with  which  his  name  i?  identified,  and  wherein 
he  mentions  having  "  tried  the  eyes  both  turned  up 
and  down-turned"  (the  italijs  are  hi?)  and  "de- 
liberately discarded  the  down-turned  eyes." 

With  Mr.  Hall's  experiments  in  camera,  the  out- 
side world  is  of  course  not  concerned — -they  affect 
only  himself  and  his  collaborators.  The  reference, 
however,  in  his  letter,  and  especially  the  words  he 
italicises,  might  not  impossibly  be  taken  to  connect 
his  piivate  experiment?  (in  some  way)  with  public 
results  in  regard  to  the  turn-down  eyed  hojk,  and 
to  suggest  the  inference  that  (somehow)  he  was  the 
originator — though  not  adopter — of  the  invention  ! 

Therefore,  to  maUe  matters  clear,  it  may  be  as 
well  to  paint  out  that — at  any  rate  vis  d  vis  the 
angling  world — /  was  the  "  inventor  "  and  not 
Mr.  Hall;  that  /,  single-handed,  brought  the 
invention  before  your  readers  and  the  public,  and 
to  its  present  stage  of  very  general  adoption ;  that 
/  patented  it  both  in  Great  Britain  and  in  America 
(patents  never  challenged,  and  from  which  /  have 
received  royalties  of  something  like  £2,000) ;  and 
that  /  have  further  protected  it  for  the  security  of 
myself  and  of  my  Licensejs  under  the  Trade  Marks 
Act  of  the  United  Kingdom.  .  .  . 

Now  I  must  ask  my  friend  Mr.  Hall — to  whose 
brilliant  work  as  a  pijneer  in  the  great  Eyed  Hjok 
Crusade,  I  have  always  tried  to  dj  full  justice — -to 
pardon  my  perhaps  r  ather  blunt  way  of  putting  a 
plain  case :  also  my  italics, — in  which,  though  I  fear 
in  somewhat  egotistical  fashion,  I  am  following  hia 
example. — I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

H.  Cholmondeley-Penxell. 


MR.  HALL'S  EYED  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  for  Mr.  Hall's 
concise  statement  re  above.  I  do  not  wish  to 
trouble  him  to  forward  me  some  of  the  hooks 
Mr.  Aldam  supplied  him  with  through  Mr.  Holroyd, 
as  I  have  somewhere  a  few  of  them,  but  have  never 
closely  examined  them.  I  have  quite  forgotten 
that  Mr.  Hall  had  sent  the  history  of  how  these 
eyed  hooks  were  made  to  the  Field,  Fishing  Gazette, 
etc.  Since  I  first  wrote  asking  for  information,  I 
have  found  a  letter  to  Holroyd  from  Mr.  Aldam, 
dated  May,  1878,  referring  to  double  and  single 
hooks  (eyed)  for  friends,  but  it  is  now  clear  that 
Messrs.  Hall  and  Bankart  are  not  meant,  since 
Mr.  Hall  states  that  he  had  no  ej-ed  hooks  from 
Mr.  Aldam  after  1877.  I  find  from  a  rough  angling 
diary  that  I  once  met  Mr.  Hall  on  Jolm  Hammond's 
water  at  Winchester,  though  he  was  not  fisliing  this 
Sept.  11,  1880,  I  recollect  it  was  a  wet  day,  wind 
north-east ;  he  kindly  gave  me  a  fly  on  which  I 
rose  but  did  not  hook  the  trout.  I  beheve  it  was 
one  he  tied  himself,  and  had  a  rough  green  chenille 
body.  Like  him,  I  prefer  the  bronzed  tum-up 
eyed  hooks. — Y^ours  faithfully,     J.  J.  Boiding. 
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a]»^oi^£:rs'  iiote:x.s,  fxshii!^o  qujurtesrs, 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 


The  Ovvecdore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Allure.  Comfortable  hotel  acuonimoda- 
tion  on  the  hanks  of  theGweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Loii^h  Aiiure,  and  within  a  lew 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
50s.  weekly.  Fishing  iifw.  weekly,  4(l.s.  fort- 
niijhtly,  liO.';.  monthly.  Grilse  and  sea  trout 
now  runiiin;,'.  S,0UO  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  i2lh  Anyust.    Apply — 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  Donegal. 
Tehi/rinnif :  "  Hi)rKi.  Ckoi.i.y.  (Ju  kidmkk." 

Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  ISr  IL.  O      ' s 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
tHighlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.    Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hurley,  "  Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Sfiddleaeoi. 

Fis  lonaen  who  want  «  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roa  ;h,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  *b<:)Te  w.iter. 
Fre<h  st'icked.  860  acrds  strictly  pr-is^srved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Froquflnt 
Tra  IS  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Wei  ih  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  Fish 

Bream  10  Inch. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 

Chub,  7  Inch. 
Rudd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 


D^ce,  6  tnuh. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Ouilgaon,  4  Inch 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  llilf. 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden,   f /v TRA NCE  OF  BLACK  FOREHT. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR, 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Culleu,  Derry- 
nianniii,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodj;ings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  fiom  the  one  boat,  £3  bx.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
ProprieUjr,  T.  CLARKE. 


Tho  " Oapping"  Season  is  not 
yet  over. 

THE  FINEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Drifts  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
shallows.  Nearly  7(1,001)  acres  of  deep-water 
fishing  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrili,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Under  New 
Management;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
Baths  ;  Motor  aeuommodation  ;  Moderate  Tarilf. 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery ;  bracing 
air  ;  only  4}  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  apjilieation  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 


FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Bivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery  ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf  ; 
Billiards. 
C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Pishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 

THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  "  Hotel  Haeeis." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First- Claan.       Choicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilpea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  &  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appoint- 
ments up-to-date.  Billiards,  Boats, 
Vehicles,  &c.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in 
operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  lOs. 
per  week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets, 
£1  Is.;  Daily,  5.s.  Boat  and  Man,  5,s. 
per  day.  Cheaper  Angling  terms  on 
LIpper  Water. — Address,  Manageeess. 


TROUT  FARM 
AND  FISHING  LAKE. 


Will  any  sporting  gentleman,  disposed 
to  take  shares  in  an  old-established 
Trout  Farm,  with  a  view  also  to 
developing  a  good  Fishing  Lake  near 
London,  communicate  with  "  ."-poets- 
man,"  8,  Hillcrest  Road,  Upper  Syden- 
ham. 


TROUT  &  GRAYLING  FISHING 
IN  THE  BLACK  FOREST. 

The  best  Trout  Kishing  in  Germany  is  in  the 
River  Wutach  in  the  Ulack  Forest.  In  September 
and  October  Grayling  I'ialiing  is  very  interest- 
ing. Visitors  staying  at  the  H6tel  Bod  Boll 
may  fish  2,5  miles  of  water.  This  hotel  is  most 
beautifully  situated  in  the  midst  of  forest,  and 
offers  every  comfort.— For  particulars  apply  ti^ 
P.  BORGNER, 

HOTEL  BAD  BOLL, 

Bei  Bonndorf,  Baden,  Black  Forest. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Family  and  Tourist  Hotel. 

Salmon  Pishing  for  October. —  Apply, 

J.  CHiSHor.M,  Proprietor. 

Telephone.  No.  087. 
Telegrams,  "CmsHol.M,  Kanki'." 


Comfortable  Private  Home 

Near  Rivee. 


GOOD  FISHING 

AND   BOATS  FREE. 

Apply  to  Mb.  DUCKER,  Great  Paxton, 
St.  Neots,  Hunts. 


GOOD . . 


FREE  ■  ■ 
FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &r..,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  (.'(unforts. 
Wire  or  wi  ite, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts. 


WESTMORELAND. 


2  OR  3  RODS  WANTED 

To  complete  small  fishing  club.  Lake 
excellently  stocked  with  Rainbows  and 
Brown  Trout,  averaging  2  lbs.  each. 
Good  river  fishing;  Trout  and  Salmon. 
August,  September,  and  October,  best 
months. — Apply,  C.  W.  Wilson,  Rig- 
maden  Park,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


COMFORTABLE  COUNTRY  QUARTERS 

IN  CHARMING  DISTRICT. 


Free  Fishing  and  Shooting,  Boating, 
Bowling  and  Tennis.    Board  Residence. 

MISS  RUTHERFORD, 
Cartrefle,    Lochmaben,  N.B. 


WANTED, 
YOUNG  MAN 

(Single  preferred),  with  a  good  knowledge 
of  fish  culture,  to  undertake  the  working 
part  of  a  Trout  Farm.  State  age,  ex- 
perience, wages  required,  and  references. 

Apply,  Pbopeietob.  Midland  Counties 
Fishery,  Malvern  Wells. 


BITE -NOT. 

A  new  preparation  for  allaying  the 
irritation  of  insect  bites,  and  for  keeping 
these  pests  away.-P'jdc  Fishing  Gazette, 
August  12th,  1905,  p.  1.32. 

Price  1  '-  per  bottle.    Double  size.  1/6. 

DUNNING,    Chemist,  VENTNOR. 


3  U.ST  PUBLISHED. 
The  "Trent  Otter's"  New  Book  on 

ROACH  AND  BREAM  FISHING  IN 
MANY  WATERS. 

The  most  Complete  Bo*  that  has  ever  been 
penned,  on  every  method  of  taking  Roach  and 
Bream,  with  rod  and  line,  from  River.  Lake, 
Stream,  Drain,  and  Canal.  M'ith  full  page 
Illustrations  of  well-known  places  on  the 
Thames,  Ivel,  Blackwater,  ami  the  Great  Ouse. 
ICO  pages  of  Practical  Hints,  innumerable  and 
invaluable. 

Every  Angler  should  hiive  a  copy.  Stiff  paper 
covers,  1/-  each,  postage  2d.  extra.  In  cloth, 
extra  bound,  1/6  ;  per  post  3d.  e.xtra. 

From  the  Author,  J.  W.  MARTIN, 
8,  Seymour  St.,  Euston  .Sijuark,  London,  N.W. 

Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  and  Tackle  ;  every  re- 
(|uisite  for  suecessfnl  angling.  C.atalogues  and 
Illustrated  Circulars,  giving  full  particulars, 
liost  free  to  any  address. 


Very  larRe.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKBBSGILL,  41,  Market  Place,  Kelnhley, 
Vork. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  68. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

John  mriiitie  &>  Soma, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMACH,  IRELAND. 


Rea.d  rriiis. 


Midland  Railway 


For  your  Summer  Holidays  select  the 
salubrious  Resorts  of  the 


ISLE 
OF 
MAN, 


OR 
THE 


NORTH 
OF 
IRELAND, 


AND  TRAVEL 


Via.    HE  YSHAlVr, 


THE  NEW  QI  ICK  ROUTE. 


FAST  TURBINE  AND 
TWIN-SCREW  STEAMERSl 


DAILY  SAILINGS  (Sundays  excepted). 


IMPROVED  SERVICE, 
.ILLV,  ADGLST,  and  SEI'TKMBER. 


HEY.SHAM   dep.  2.35 

DUUOLA.S    arr.  5.15 


DOUGLAS 
HEYSHAM 


dep.  9.15 
arr.  12.15 


HEY.=!HAM    ..  dep.  11.0  p.m. 

RELFAST  (Donegal  Quay)  . .  arr.  5.30  a.m. 

BELFAST  (Donegal  Quay). .     dep.  9.0  p  m. 

Saturdays,  11.30  p.m. 

HEYSHAM   air.  4.2.1  a. m. 

Saturdays,  7.0  a.m. 


ADDITIONAL  SAILINGS  to  and  from  the 
Isle  of  ilan  on  Saturdays  and  Mondays,  until 
September  9th  iuclusive,  leaving  fleyshain  at 
lO.o  a.m.  and  Douglas  at  about  4.0  p.m. 

Ajiply  for  Illustrated  Guides,  Time  Tables, 
Pocket  Folders,  etc.,  to  any  MIDLAND  Station 
.Master,  Agent,  or  District  Superintendent ;  or 
lo  the  Siiperinteudent  of  the  Line,  Derby. 

JOHN  MATHIESON,  Geneial  Manager. 

DvrhiJ,  1905. 


DALY'S  THEATRE, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

TO-NIGHT  and  EVERY'  EVENING,  8.15. 
MATINEE  EVERY  SATURDAY,  2.30 

Produced  by  Mr.  GEORGE  EDWARDES. 


THE   LITTLE  MICHUS. 

By  A.  Vanloo  and  G.  Dcval. 
Music  by  Andke  Messager. 
Adapted  for  the  English  Stage  by 
Henry  Hamilton. 
Lyrics  by  Percy  Greenbank. 

Mr.  Robert  Etott, 
Mr.  W.  Louis  Bradfebld, 
Mr.  James  Blakbley, 
Mr.  Ambrose  Manning, 
Mr.  Willie  Warde, 
and 

Mr.  George  Graves, 
Miss  Amy  Auoarde, 
Miss  Lily  Elsie, 
Miss  Gracie  St.  George, 
Miss  Nina  Sevening, 
and 

(the  little  Michusl : 
Miss  Adrienne  Aijgardb, 
Miss  Mabel  Green. 


Box-offlce  ten  till  ten.  Bo.ves  2+  to  5  gns.  ; 
stalls,  10s.  6d.  ;  balcony,  7«.  6d.  :  upper  circle 
(front),  bs.,  other  rows,  is. 
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IX  REPLY 


TO  "T.  P.  M.'s' 
ABOUT  GUT. 


QUERIES 


Dear  Sir, —  1.  Is  gut  affected  by  dampness  ? 
Gut  will  stand  damping  many,  many  times,  and  will 
last  for  years  if  properly  taken  care  of.  If,  as  is 
often  the  case,  the  fislierman  puts  the  cast  round 
his  hat  and  allows  it  to  dry  in  the  open  air  and 
sun,  it  will  naturally  crack  and  become  useless. 
The  proper  method  is  after  using  to  run  the  gut 
through  your  pocket  handkerchief  held  between 
the  finger  and  thumb.  It  should  then  be  placed 
between  a  piece  of  felt  or  blotting-paper  to  dry. 
As  it  is  veiy  important  that  gut  should  be  soft  and 
pliable  when  in  use,  it  is  very  much  better  to  use 
I  asts  that  have  been  carried  in  a  damping  box.  It 
will  then  be  found  tint  the  gut  is  stronger  and  can 
be  thrown  lighter  and  straighter,  avoiding  all  those 
snake-like  coils  which  are  so  objectionable  in  every 
sense.  We  should  always  recommend  that  a  damper 
be  used  for  wet  or  dry-fly  fishing,  and  feel  sure  that 
if  it  is  properly  used  it  can  do  very  little  harm. 

2.  Can  frayed  gut  be  rendered  serviceable  ?  Yes, 
if  the  fraying  is  not  too  great.  One  method  is  to 
rub  it  Ughtly  over  with  a  piece  of  rubber  until  the 
gut  becomes  quite  smooth.  Another  very  good 
system,  which  we  consider  the  best,  is  by  using 
•  Floatane,"  sold  bj'  Mr.  W.  Dodds,  fishing  tackle 
dealer,  Peebles.  We  have  found  tliis  excellent  in 
every  way.  Of  course  frayed  gut  should  be 
thoroughly  tested  before  bemg  used. 

3.  How  is  gut  affected  by  dust  ?  Gut,  Uke  every- 
thing else,  is  affected  by  dust.  In  the  first  place, 
dust  has  a  drying  effect  upon  gut  which  tends  to 
make  it  brittle.  Secondly,  it  contains  various  fungi 
growths  which  seem  to  attack  the  outer  surfa:e 
and  thereby  destroy  it.  Gut,  if  properly  kept,  will 
last  fifty  years.  In  one  case  we  have  a  fiiy  that  was 
made  in  1775,  and  the  gut,  to  all  appearances,  looks 
perfectly  soimd.  This  fly  had  been  on  exhibition 
some  time  before  we  received  it. 

4.  Finally,  as  to  whether  wet  or  dry  gut  is  best 
to  use.  We  would  refer  "  T.  P.  M."  to  the  excel- 
li;nt  article,  signed  "  Arro,"  "From  a  Novice  to 
Xovice-,"  in  your  issue  of  August  12. — Yours  truly, 

Redditch.  S.  Allcock  and  Co. 

[I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  Messrs.  Allcock  hope 
before  long  to  have  some  gut  casts  of  unbleached 
gut,  and  that  they  think  I  shall  "like  it." — Ed. J 


TARPON  FISHING  AT  PORT  ROYAL, 
JAMAICA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  want  your  assistance  to  circumvent 
the  Port  Royal  tarpon.  There  are  plenty  of  them 
here,  though  small,  lOlb.  to  201b.  being  the  average. 
The  method  of  fishing  is  as  follows  :  A  basket  of 
whitebait  is  taken  out  and  one  put  on  a  hook 
-ahnon  fly  medium  size);  the  whitebait  is  then 

rown  overboard  two  or  three  at  a  time.  The 

rpon  almost  invariably  appear  after  about  twenty 
niinutes,  and  also  invariably  pick  up  all  the  floating 
I  ait  around  the  baited  hook;  a  fi.io  wire  trace  is 
used.  Yesterday  I  used  fine  salmon  gut  all  to  no 
avail.  The  tarpon  suspect  something  ;  I  fancy  it  is 
the  hook  they  see  tlirough  the  body  of  the  bait 
which  is  almost  transparent.  I  am  thinking  of 
[.lating  or  silvering  the  hooks,  but  I  can't  get  any 

Ivering  solution  or  silver  paint.    In  India  I  used 

1  get  what  was  called  "  Argentine,"  I  can't  get  it 
iiere  or  at  homo.  Do  you  know  where  it  is  to  bo 
ii'jt  ?  Also  do  you  know  of  any  short  shanked 
liook  that  would  do  me  ?  The  hooks  I  u.so  are 
made  by  Farlow  especially  for  the  Port  Royal 
tarpon,  but  the  shanks  stick  out  in  the  water  away 
from  the  bait  and  are  no  doubt  very  visible. 

Do  you  know  any  dodges  to  circumvent  especially 
cute  fish  like  these  ?  I  can't  call  them  shy,  as  they 
take  the  bait  you  throw  in  almost  before  it  has 
sunk  six  inches  at  times.  It  is  exasperating  to  see 
some  half  dozen  20-pounder3  fecdir)g  round  one's 
bait  like  this  as  I  saw  yesterday  afternoo.i. — Yours 
truly,  M. 

Jamaica,  July  29. 

[I  fear  that  merely  silvering  the  hook  would  not 
deceive  those  tarpon  ;  a  little  Judson's  silver  paint 
answers  well  enough  for  a  short  time.  If  some 
small  live-bait  are  obtainable  they  might  prove 
more  useful,  but  those  Port  Royal  tarpo.i  seem  to 
be  as  cunning  as  carp. — Ed.] 


rom  tho  bank.  Being  more  fond  of  fly  fishing  than 
of  other  methods,  I  fish  during  tho  afternoon  as 
well.  This  is  the  remarkable  thing — tho  fish  I  catch 
are  all  caught  fishing  down.  Nover  onco  have  I 
had  oven  a  touch  fisliing  upstream,  henco  my 
question.  At  tho  samo  time  I  still  porsovero  in 
upstream  fishing,  giving  it  a  trial  every  time  I  turn 
out,  but  without  success. 

Tho  flies  generally  used  here  are  Palmers  and 
Zulus  (small  flies),  Zulu  being  a  particularly  good 
fly  for  roach.  I  havo  caught  thorn  on  various  flies, 
Black  Gnat,  Red  Tag,  Cowdung  Fly,  Aldor,  Knotted 
Midge,  and  Zulu.  Tho  chub  are  not  (juito  as  good 
risers  I  think,  or  perhaps  they  fall  to  tho  lot  oi  tho 
more  skilful.  Largo  flies  aro  generally  recom- 
mended for  chub,  but  one  of  our  experts  uses  Red 
Tag  and  Red  Spinner,  which  are  small  flies.  A 
little  enlightenment  on  this  subject  will  oblige. — 
Yours  truly.  Commoner. 


UPSTREAM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — The  importance  of  fly  fishing  upstream 
is  often  mentioned  in  your  columns,  that  is,  when 
trout  fishing.  Is  it  quite  as  important  when  fishing 
for  coarse  fish  ? 

The  roach  and  chub  rise  well  to  a  fly  in  the  river 
which  I  fish,  but  the  usual  way  to  attempt  their 
capture  with  the  fly  is  to  begin  just  as  it  is  getting 
dusk,  fishing  the  "rises,"  or,  in  the  absence  of 
"rises,"  sinking  the  flies  slightly. 

There  is  no  wading,  but  there  are  many  parts  of 
the  river  where  upstream  fishing  can  be  engaged  in 


UPSTREAM   WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Mr.  M^rston, — -Your  correspondent,  Mr. 
Harcourt  Verden,  is  a  most  determined  Contro- 
versialist, and  I  bow  to  his  superior  abilities  in  that 
respect.  Naturally,  I  feel  grateful  for  his  last  con- 
tribution to  the  subject,  and  his  drawing  my 
attention — and  that  of  your  readers — to  what  ho 
considers  my  "  misreading  of  my  own  former  one." 
B>it  I  think  the  gentleman  must  have  misread,  or 
misundersto  id,  the  context  which  followed  the 
words  he  quotes,  or  otherwise  ignores  them  {Fishing 
Gazette  July  29,  I  think). 

I  am  not  inclined  personally  to  continue  this 
correspondence  with  so  perfect  a  Controversialist : 
but  I  do  think  it  would  be  f  jirto  your  contributors 
if  you  sometimes  acted  as  judge — and,  as  in  this 
instance,  said  which  reading  is  correct  both  in  my 
letter  of  July  29,  which  Mr.  Verden  criticises,  and  in 
my  second  letter  of  Aug.  12,  which  he  also  has 
replied  to  ?  Indeed,  it  appears  to  me  now  to  lie 
with  you — as  Editor — to  clase  what  seems  indeed 
no  longer  a  profitable  discussion. — Yours  truly, 
J.  A.  Harvie  Brown. 

[The  Editor  is  away  fishing  in  Wales.] 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  John  Hotchkis' 
remarks,  I  disclaim  having  "attacked"  him  or 
anyone  else ;  also  that  I  am  "  one  of  those  fisher- 
men who  frequent  inns,"  etc.  In  thus  drawing  my 
portrait,  he  must  have  been  looking  in  the  glass 
and  drawn  his  own  by  mistake  !  In  saying  what  I 
did  I  simply  expressed  an  opinion,  and  presume  I 
am  at  liberty  to  do  so  through  the  medium  of  your 
columns  just  as  much  as  he  or  anyone  else  who  reads 
your  paper.  One  thing  is  evident,  my  remarks 
must  have  been  very  much  to  the  point  or  he  would 
mt  have  lost  his  temper.  When  I  wish  to  fish 
either  the  Eden  or  the  Wye,  I  shall  neither  con- 
sult nor  ask  his  permission. — Yours  truly, 

C.  J.  Brooke. 

fit  appears  to  be  time  to  close  this  correspond- 
ence.— -Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  WHICHFORD  MILL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  like  to  draw  the  attention 
of  your  readei's  to  that  splendid,  healthy  spot  called 
Whicafori  Mill,  near  Shipaton-oa-Stour,  in  War- 
wickshire. 

I  have  just  sp  mt  a  most  enjoyable  holiday  there. 
Trout  fishing  is  really  splendid,  and  I  myself  caught 
three  and  a  half  brace  one  evening  within  the  hour, 
although  I  am  by  no  means  an  experienced  fisher 
man.  All  the  fish  were  in  fine  condition,  and 
varied  in  size  from  l.'iin.  to  25in.  The  shooting  pro 
spects  aro  also  very  promising  this  year. 

1  must  i-ay  tha  I  have  never  spent  a  more 
enjoyable  h  liday  in  all  my  life.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C  ok  do  all  they  possibly  can  to  make  visitors 
comfoitable,  and  I  can  honestly  confirm  the  as  er 
tion  of  a  gentleman  in  the  vi  iters'  book,  "  that 
Whichford  Mill  is  a  home  away  from  home." — 
Youri  truly,  L.  Thalmayer, 

B.uce  G.ove,  N. 


FISHING  ON  THE  RIVER  OURTHE. 

I  [D.^AR  Sir, — As  I  sea  no  one  has  replied  to  your 
correspondent  "Risby"  concerning  the  fishing  on 
the  River  Oarthe,  my  experience  of  that  river, 
though  limited,  may  perhaps  be  of  use.  I  stopped 
at  Durbuy,  which  was  said  to  be  the  best  station, 
but  found  ab-olutely  no  fign  of  trout.  Salmon 
occasionally  come  up,  I  was  told,  and  there  are  a 
few  pike  and  roach,  but  poor  fishing  even  for  those 
I  t  ied  two  small  tributaries  said  to  be  full  of  trout, 
and  tho  water  being  low  and  clear,  was  able  to 
satisfy  myself  that  the  said  trout  were  only  small 
roach.  At  Larocho,  some  twenty  miles  up,  I  was 
told  there  were  trout,  but  was  not  disposed  to  try 
the  place,  as  I  had  already  shifted  my  quarters  four 
times  to  the  samo  refrain — "It's  true  there  are  no 


trout  hero,  Monflicur,  but  at  •,  some  t<in  or 
fifteen  miles  off,  there  aro  any  number."  This  was 
in  tho  Losse,  which  I  followed  from  its  junction 
with  tho  Meuso  to  its  head-waters,  whore  they 
began  to  refer  mo  back  again  to  tho  jjlacos  I  had 
ust  como  from.  My  total  bag  for  three  weeks  wa-j 
two  trout  from  tho  Lesso  and  ono  from  the  Bocq, 
all  with  worm.  Tho  latter  fish,  weighing  some  fi07,., 
was  described  as  "  Un  beau  'p'/isson,  Monnieur  J " 
On  tho  Ourtho  and  tho  Lommo  I  got  nothing. 

I  hope  to  viiit  Belgium  again  some  day,  but  shall 
certainly  not  trouble  to  take  my  rod  with  mo.  Tho 
Belgians  aro  keen  fishermen,  and  all  that  I  iiiter- 
viowod  agreed  that  there  wore  no  trout,  or  ho  few 
as  not  to  bo  worth  fishing  for,  in  thoir  own  locality, 
altliough  they  generally  thought  there  were  plenty 
to  bo  found  elsewhere  ;  but  not  a  man  I  ha<l  the 
uck  to  meet  had  over  tried  the  places  he  recom- 
mended to  me.  The  information  contained  in  the 
guide  books  I  found  hopelessly  misleading,  but  the 
country  was  pleasant  and  tho  quarters  often  first- 
class  and  absurdly  cheap. — Yours  truly, 

J.  P.  Wright. 


REEL  OF  THE  "  ETTRICK  SHEPHERD" 
PATTERN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  by  post  one  of  my 
make  of  reel,  the  "  Ettrick  "  pattern.  I  have  hail 
this  in  stock  for  thirty  years.  This  pattern  reel 
was  made  first  of  all  in  London,  then  I  took  it  up 
between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago. — Yours  truly, 

Birmingham.  R.  Heaton. 

[Mr.  Heaton's  reel  is  ve 'y  much  like  the  "Ettrick 
Shepherd's,"  and  is  a  good,  well-made  reel  with  the 
old  crank  handle.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
original  reel,  which  belonged  to  James  Hogg,  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  J.  Carruthers  Bell,  who  is  going 
to  pre.sent  it  to  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  COLWYN  BAY. 
Dsab  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  coarse 
fishing  at  or  near  Colwyn  Bay  ?  as  I  hope  to  visit 
that  place  in  September,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

F.  C,  H. 


DRESSINGS  OF  IRISH  SALMON  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  "Purple, 
Red,  and  White,"  will  send  Is.  6d.  to  Eyre  and 
Spottiswoode,  East  Harding-street,  London,  E.C., 
he  will  obtain  all  the  information  he  needs.  These 
are  contained  in  a  "Handbook  of  Artificial  Flies 
for  Salmon  and  Trout,  as  used  in  the  different 
Fishery  Districts  of  Ireland,"  with  a  diagram  of . 
the  districts.  This  "  Handbook  "  was  published  in 
1902  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Tech- 
nical Instruction  for  Ireland.  As  a  Government 
publication  it  may  be  accepted  as  a  reliable  guide, 
especially  as  the  names  of  the  local  authorities  on 
fly  patterns  are  given. 

My  experiences'  of  Irish  salmon  apd  trout  fishing 
have  extended  over  the  past  twenty  years,  and  I 
have  long  since  lost  all  faith  in  local  patterns. 

Southern  chalk  stream  flies  will  kill  trout 
wherever  they  are  to  be  found,  and  half  a  dozen 
patterns  of  salmon  flies  answer  all  my  needs. — 
Yours  trulj',  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Keat. 


CLOSE  TIME  FOR  COARSE  FISH  IN  FRANCE. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  ask  in  your 
columns,  of  the  one  or  other  of  your  French 
readers,  the  dates  of  the  opening  and  closure  of  the 
coarse  fishing  in  France,  and  whether  these  dates 
apply  to  the  whole  coimtry  or  vary  in  different 
localities  ? — Yours  truly,  M.  B. 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  that  a  correspondent  asks  for 
information  with  regard  to  a  spot  where  he  may 
get  some  sea-trout  fishing  in  September.  I  have 
fished  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  from  Invershin  at 
different  times  during  the  summer  for  some  years. 
There  is  an  excellent  inn  at  Invershin.  The  place 
is  easy  to  get  to,  and  the  charges  are  very  moderate. 
The  fishing  is  free,  the  only  expense  is  the  giUie 
and  (to  get  to  the  best  water)  some  carriage  hire, 
but  Mr.  VVooley,  the  hotel  keeper,  is  most  reason- 
able in  his  charge  for  liire. 

I  had  very  bad  weather  during  my  stay  at  Inver- 
shin a  fortnight  ago.  The  weather  is  more  Hkely 
to  be  favourable  in  September,  though  the  fish 
may  not  be  quite  so  silvery.  I  had  to  contend  with 
hours  of  dead  calm,  with  a  sultry  and  oppressive 
atmosphere  and  thunder  in  the  air,  yet  I  had  some 
little  sport  continually. 

Practically  I  had  eleven  days'  fishing  on  the  Kyle 
with  the  following  result : — Two  grilse,  5ilb.  and 
CJlb. ;  seventy-three  sea-trout,  531b.  ;  twenty-nine 
brown  trout,  lOilb.  The  bigger  of  the  two  grilse 
immediately  on  being  hooked  rushed  towards  the 
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boat  and  considerately  jumped  into  the  gillie'a  lap, 
but  he  was  not  done  with  even  then,  for  he  gave 
us  a  lively  minute  or  two  in  the  boat. 

On  the  whole,  this  is  the  most  reasonable  and 
reliable  place  I  know  of.  One  seldom  makes  a 
great  haul,  but  one  is  always  having  some  kind  of 
sport.  All  the  fish  were  caught  with  fly — I  do  not 
think  anything  else  is  any  good  on  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland,  thank  goodness  !  A  very  killing  fly  is 
a  Butcher  with  ostrich  wing.  Messrs.  Carter  dress 
it  for  me.  Olive  and  Teal  is  good,  too. — Yours 
truly,  A.  K. 

SLUICE-GATE  FOR  RESERVOIR. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  let 
me  know  the  best  form  of  sluice-gate  to  use  for 
regulating  the  flow  of  water  from  a  loch  which  it  is 
hoped  to  use  as  a  reservoir  for  the  purpose  of 
causing  an  artificial  spate  ?  The  sluice-gate  ought 
to  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  easily  raised  and 
lowered,  and  ought  to  have  a  second  gate  of  iron 
fitted  with  bars  to  prevent  if  required  the  exit  or 
entrance  of  sea-trout  of,  say,  1  lb.  to  IJlb. 

Those  of  your  readers  who  have  had  practical 
experience  of  this  sort  of  work  would  much  oblige 
me  by  saying  where  in  Scotland  one  can  get  these 
things  made,  or  whether  they  could  be  made  by  a 
local  carpenter  and  blacksmith  if  the  necessary 
screws,  etc.,  were  procured. 

The  loch  is  situated  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  and 
it  would  be  most  convenient  to  get  the  necessary 
ironwork  from  a  Scotch  firm. — Yours  truly, 

Thymallus. 


THE  ARMSTRONG  FUND. 
Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Earl  Denbigh  is  willing  to 
head  the  subscription  list  with  £.5,  and  Lord 
Montague  £5,  and  A.  H.  Tate,  Esq.,  £5  ;  would  you 
kindly  publish  it  in  this  week's  Fishing  Gazette. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation  on  behalf  of  Mrs. 
Armstrong. — Yours  truly,  A.  S.  Garland. 

11,  Brighton-road,  Addlestone, 
Aug.  21. 

[I  hope  that  Mr.  Garland  will  get  subscriptions 
from  other  anglers.  I  shall  be  glad  to  publish  the 
list  and  to  give  £2  2s.— Ed.] 

THE  AMERICAN  STYLE  OF  BAIT  CASTING. 

Dear  Sir, — Recently  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  there 
appeared  an  account  of  an  American  bait  casting 
competition — I  mean  overhead  casting  with  a 
short  rod.  I  should  like  to  try  this  style  of  casting 
for  trout  spinning,  but  am  unable  to  obtain  any 
information  on  the  subject.  Can  you  through  the 
medium  of  your  paper  give  me  the  name  of  any 
book  containing  a  description  of  the  tackle  and 
hints  on  the  way  to  use  it  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
the  bait  is  drawn  close  to  end  of  rod  the  trace  and 
usual  lead  must  be  modified  or  dispensed  with.  A 
bait  carrying  the  lead  is  not  very  satisfactory, 
especially  on  rough  bottom.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  R.  H. 

[We  have  given  illustrated  articles  on  this  style 
of  casting  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Ed.] 

A  FINE  RUDD  ON  FLY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  thought,  perhaps,  you  would  like 
to  know  that  on  July  6  I  took  a  rudd  with  a  fly 
near  Holywell,  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  on  the  Great  Ouse. 
The  fish,  which  was  in  perfect  condition,  weighed 
immediately  after  capture  21b.  8oz.  Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Co.,  of  Ridnor-street,  are  putting  it  up 
for  me.  I  do  not  believe  there  are  many  people 
who  angle  at  all  are  aware  of  the  delights  of  fly 
fishing  for  what  is  arrogantly  called  "coarse  fish" 
on  this  glorious  river.  It  is  swarming  with  roach, 
rudd,  dace,  chub,  etc.,  all  to  be  had  with  a  fly 
duiing  the  summer  months  in  great  quantities. 
Fishing  the  fly  dry  with  fine  tickle  on  the  shallows, 
where,  by  the  bye,  waders  may  be  used  to  great 
advantage,  heavy  roach  and  chub  may  be  had, 
sport  not  to  be  treated  liehtly ;  perhaps  in  the 
Fishing  Gazet'e  some  one  will  contribute  an  article 
on  the  subject  some  time  or  other.  I  take  this 
publication  weekly,  but  so  far  have  not  seen  any 
article  dealing  with  fishing  here. — Yours  truly, 

Chas.  R.  Benton. 

A  SUGGESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  arrangement  be  made  by 
which  subscribers  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  wish 
to  go  for  angling  holidays  and  who  wish  to  meet 
with  suitable  companions  could  be  put  in  com- 
munication with  each  other  ? 

My  reason  for  asking  the  question  is  that  I  can 
look  back  upon  holidays,  especially  some  spent  in 
very  quiet  out-of-the-way  places,  when  the  great 
drawback  has  been  the  need  of  a  companion  or 
companions  of  similar  taste  to  my  own. 

Speaking  for  my.self,  I  should  bo  very  pleased,  at 
some  future  time,  to  join  a  party  visiting  Scotland, 
Ireland,  or  the  Continent,  but  from  the  experience 


I  have  had  I  should  not  look  forward  with  very 
much  pleasure  to  such  holidays  if  undertaken  alone. 
— Yours  truly,  T.  C.  H. 

M  [The  difficulty  is,  of  course,  that  these  arrange- 
ments may  not  turn  out  all  right ;  still,  they  may, 
and  if  we  never  risk  anything  we  shall  miss  a  good 
deal. — Ed.] 


TROUTING  AT  INGLETON. 

Dear  Sir, — As  my  friend,  the  secretary Tof  the 
Ingleton  Angling  Association,  has  taken  exception 
to  the  fact  that  in  a  recent  article  about  the  fishing  I 
"  made  a  great  palaver  "  over  catching  three  trout, 
it  is  only  right  that  I  should  mention  some  recent 
sport  here.  On  Saturday  (July  29)  about  a  dozen 
povmds  of  trout  in  first-class  condition  were  cap- 
tured, mostly  by  the  aid  of  the  "  Stewart  "  tackle. 
Mr.  Marklew  had  twenty-one,  weighing  close  upon 
51b.  One  morning,  turning  out  early,  Mr.  Knowles, 
chemist,  had  sixteen,  nearly  41b.  weight.  The  next 
evening,  a  visitor,  in  a  short  length  below  the 
junction  of  tho  two  becks,  took  a  dozen  averaging 
almost  a  "  quarter  "  each. — Yours  truly. 

  E.  E.  H. 

PIKE  AND  PAIN. 
!?Deab  Sir, — Whilst  paternostering  with  worms 
for  perch  in  a  local  reservoir  I  had  rather  a  similar 
experience  to  the  one  Mr.  Pine  speaks  of  in  your 
issue  of  August  .5.  On  dropping  my  paternoster 
into  a  deep  hole  the  lead  was  instantly  seized  by  a 
small  pike  of  about  l^lb.,  but  was  released  upon  my 
pulling  the  line.  Again  I  cast  in,  and  again  the 
lead  was  taken,  and  seeing  the  fish  to  be  a  small 
one,  I  moved  away  and  returned  in  about  ten 
minutes.  This  time  Mr.  Pike  took  the  lobworm 
and  bit  the  gut  on  the  hook.  I  fetched  my  jack  rod, 
which  was  baited  with  a  small  roach  on  snap  tackle. 
This  was  taken  immediately.  I  struck,  but  lost 
him.  I  rebaited  at  once  and  caught  the  fish,  and 
upjn  unhooking  I  discovered  my  perch  hook  and 
worm  firmly  embedded  in  the  mouth,  and  also  a 
nasty  gash  from  the  snap  tackle.  I  think  this 
incident,  which,  by  the  way,  was  witnessed  by  a 
friend,  goes  far  to  prove  that  pike  at  least  feel  very 
little  pain. — Yours  truly,    G.  Alexander  Ross. 

A  CORRECTION. 
Deab.  Sir, — Allow  me  to  make  a  little  correction 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (or,  rather, 
an  English  bull).  The  golden  carp  caught  by  Mr. 
S.  Barnes  in  the  Coombs  reserve  was  a  tench,  and  a 
very  good  specimen  it  is,  being  set  up  and  presented 
by  Host  Potter,  of  that  cosy  little  hostelry,  dear  to 
the  anglers  of  the  Peak  District,  the  Hanging  Gate, 
Chapel-en-le-Frith.  Re  trout  fishing  inquiry  by 
"  M.  F.  S.,"  there  is  a  nice  piece  of  water  near 
Chapel-en-le-Frith  belonging  to  the  local  angling 
society,  where  day  tickets  are  issued  at  a  nominal 
charge  of  Is.,  where  there  have  been  several  nice 
salmon  trout  taken  up  to  21b.  weight ;  it  is  easy 
of  access  from  Manchester  by  the  L.  &  N.W.  Ry. 
Co.  I  have  no  doubt  the  secretary  of  the  Chapel- 
en-le-Frith  A.S.  will  give  any  information  to  anglers 
visiting  the  district. — Yours  truly,  Maggot. 

ROACH  AND  DACE  FISHING  AT 
TEDDINGTON. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  catches  of  roach  and 
dace  which  I  have  had  when  fLshing  with  J. 
Hennings  at  Teddington  may  interest  your 
readers: — Saturday,  one  rod,  63;  Sunday,  two 
rods,  74  ;  Monday,  three  rods,  148.  My  reason  for 
sending  this  to  you  is,  although  your  local  corre- 
spondent mentions  the  capture  of  fish,  he  does  not 
give  the  credit  to  the  successful  puntsman,  who,  to 
my  mind,  is  responsible  to  a  great  extent  for  the 
chances  of  a  good  bag.  Should  you  visit  Tedding- 
ton for  a  diy's  fishing,  I  do  not  think  you  could 
improve  on  Hennings  as  a  pilot. 

I  should  be  very  interested  to  know  if  your 
readers  have  found,  as  I  have,  the  roach  and  bream 
to  be  very  tender  in  the  lip,  and  to  break  away 
even  when  seemingly  well  hooked.  I  have  noticed 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  fish  I  have  caught 
have  the  top  lip  broken. — Yours  truly, 

Lucius  H.  Cary. 

15,  Uxbridg3-road,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  Aug.  8. 

P.S. — I  may  say  that  most  of  the  above  catcher 
were  returned  to  the  river.  I  have  just  returned 
from  three  hours'  fishing  at  Teddington;  result, 
forty-nine  roach  and  five  dace. 

[Doubtless  the  hooking  and  unhooking  of  the 
fish  which  get  caught  and  put  back  accounts  for 
some  of  the  mutilation.  Will  our  correspondent 
kindly  tell  us  the  average  size  and  weight  of  the 
forty-nine  roach  ? — Ed.] 

MORTALITY  OF  WINDERMERE  FRY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  interested  to  hear 
on  what  evidence  it  was  decided  that  the  above 


was  "  entirely  due  to  the  heat,"  the  temperature 
stated  being  74deg.  F. 

In  "  Domesticated  Trout,"  p.  207,  it  says  :  "The 
dangerous  point  of  temperature  lies  somewhere 
between  70  and  85deg.  F."  Again,  p.  240:  "At 
70deg.  they  stop  eating,  at  75aeg.  begin  to  die, 
at  80deg.  die  faster,  and  at  OOdeg.  all  die." 

In  1892  the  weather  was  very  warm,  and  the 
temperature  of  the  water  in  my  hatchery  rose 
steadily,  and  I  got  very  uneasy,  having  no  means 
of  reducing  the  temperature.  The  trout  were  Loch 
Levens  and  fario  mixed,  and  the  temperature  got 
up  to  84deg.  F.  without  them  missing  a  meal  or 
suffering  in  the  smallest  degree.  The  depth  of  water 
was  3ft.  6in.,  and  the  building  was  glass-covered, 
with  a  north  aspect,  so  the  tank  was  well  shaded. 
The  water  supply  was  from  the  south  side  of  a 
reservoir,  through  a  2in.  diameter  pipe  with  about 
10ft.  head. 

1.  Had  the  fry  at  Windermere  sufficient  shade  ? 

2.  Had  they  any  green  food  during  the  hot 
weather  ? 

3.  How  many  fish  per  cubic  foot  of  water  were 
there  ? 

4.  At  what  rate  did  the  rise  of  temperature  take 
place  ? 

The  water  in  my  place  was  not  the  cause  of  one 
anxious  thought  afterwards,  when  it  frequently  got 
over  74deg.  F. 

With  these  facts  before  me,  and  the  additional 
one  that  probably  the  water  at  my  disposal  is  very 
stale  compared  with  that  at  Windermere,  one  cannot 
understand  how  74deg.  F.  could  possibly  kill  the 
lot  without  other  aggravating  circumstances. — 
Yours  truly,  Clarence. 


FISHING  AT  BARMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you,  or  any  of  your  reaiers, 
give  me  any  information  aa  to  the  fishing  at 
BarmL^uth,  North  Wales  ?  If  trout,  if  you  have  to 
pay  ?  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  for  any  informa- 
tion whatever. — Yours  truly,  P.  Rapley. 


AN  AFTERNOON'S  FISHING  AT  THE 
HARRIETSHAM  TROUr  HATCHERIES. 

Dear  Sib, — By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  L.  Mason, 
owner  of  the  abjve  famous  hatsheries,  I  enjoyed  a 
splendid  afternoon's  fishing  on  these  well-stocked 
waters  last  Monday.  My  bag  was  thirty-eight 
rainbows  and  fario,  the  latter  being  returned  to  the 
water,  some  of  them  would  easily  weigh  21b.  I  was 
unfortunate  in  losing  two  beiuties  about  31b.  to 
4lb.  each;  plenty  of  the  fish  here  weigh  6Jlb.,  but 
I  could  not  raise  them.  Mr.  Mason  was  unfortu- 
nately away  in  Scotland,  sd  I  did  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  sjeing  him. 

These  hatcheries  are  well  worth  visiting,  especially 
by  anyone  wishing  to  st  jck  lakes  or  streams ;  the 
manager  is  a  clever  ma,n  and  knows  his  business. 
Mr.  Mason  is  a  thorough  good  sportsman,  and  one 
ca  1  rely  on  all  the  fish  being  the  best  that  money 
can  buy.  It  is  also  possible  to  obtain  natural  foad, 
as  this  is  one  of  the  specialities  of  these  hatcheries; 
ttie  manager  told  me  that  if  trout  were  fed  on  the 
Scotch  rivers  and  lakes  we  should  not  hear  any 
more  about  non-rising  trout.  Trusting  you  will  see 
your  way  to  publish  this  letter. — Yours  truly, 

Aug.  10.  G.  A.  Thorpe. 

FISHING  AT  LLANDOVERY. 

De  ar  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  ,  tell  me  anything  about 
the  fishing  in  Wales  in  the  districts  of  Llandovery, 
Cardigan,  Fishguard,  or  any  other  spots  in  the 
district. — Yours  truly,  J.  M.  Moir. 

Folkestone. 


GOOD  PIKE  FISHING  IN  NOVEMBER 
WANTED. 

De.4b  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  of  some  really  good  pike  fishing 
within  a  day's  journey  from  London  for  October 
or  November  ?  I  should  be  greatly  obliged. — Yours 
truly,  M.  C.  Thorn. 


TO  STAIN  BRASS-COLOURED  GIMP,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  been  frequently  asked  for  i 
recipe  to  dull  such  abominations  to  shy  fish  as  t, 
brass-coloured  traces  and  swivels,  when,  in  prefer-  \ 
ence,  steel  or  dark  r  coloured   tackle  can  be  so  « 
easily  procured  irom  the  "trade,"  I  would  suggest  N 
the  chemical  consequence  cf  coveting  the  above, 
for  a  day  or  two,  with  "flowers  of   sulphur"  or 
with  liquidated  sulphur — that  is,   "  sulphide  of 
ammonium  "  (a  few  drops  in  water),  or  the  applica- 
tion of  ordinary  Brunswick-black  paint.    Either  of  n 
the  above  will  "  take  the  shine  "  out.  " 
'  Alter  all,  however,  most  fish  can  see  dark  objects 
in  or  on  the  water,  otherwi  e  why  do  they  take 
dark-coloured  artificial  flies  under  dark  skies  ?— 
Yours  truly,  T.  P.  Tomes. 

{Several  letters  are  'unavoidably  held  over.) 
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SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2,  1905. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Arrival  of  the  New  Zealand  Trout  Eggs. 

When  I  proposed  to  the  Otago  fN.Z.)  Acclima- 
tisation Society  that  English  anglers  would  be  very 
glad  to  have  the  chance  of  fishing  for  New  Zealand 
trout  in  England,  they  very  kindly  fell  in  with  my 
suggestion,  and  I  wish  again  to  thank  the  society 
and  its  officers,  in  the  name  of  English  anglers, 
for  sending  the  26,000  eggs  which  arrived  on 
Saturday  last,  Aug.  26.  I  al-o  wish  to  thank  the 
Shaw,  Savill,  and  Albion  Company,  not  only  for 
bringing  the  eggs  from  New  Zealand  free  of  charge, 
but  also  for  the  great  interest  their  officials  have 
taken  in  the  experiment.  Personally.  I  think  the 
rough  weather  experienced  by  the  Karamca  on 
part  of  her  long  voyage  of  some  16,000  miles  was 
the  chief  cause  of  the  eggs  not  arrivmg  in  good 
condition,  and  it  is  a  wonder  any  arrived  alive,  the 
fact  that  some  were  shaken  out  of  the  trays  tells  its 
own  tale — "eggs  are  eggs." 

The  first  fish-breeding  establishment  to  apply  to 
me  for  some  of  the  New  Zealand  eggs  was  the 
Oakenclough  Fishery,  Garstang,  Lancashire,  and 
I  asked  Mr.  Harold  Jackson  if  he  could  let  Mr. 
Andrew  Henry,  who  has  had  so  much  experience 
m  the  packing  and  despatch  of  trout  eggs  to  all 
parts  of  the  world,  superintend  the  despatch  of  the 
New  Zealanders  to  their  different  destinations. 
Mr.  .Jackson  at  once  very  kindly  agreed,  and, 
thanks  to  Mr.  Henry's  care,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  everything  possible  was  done  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. But  I  cannot  do  better  than  give  the 
interesting  account  which  Mr.  Henry  sent  me  when 
he  got  home.  It  is  given  just  as  he  hurriedly  wrote 
it,  and  was  not  intended  for  publication. 

"  Oakenclough  Fishery,  Garstang,  Lanes, 
"Aug.  27. 

"Dkar  Mr.  Map^ston,— The  ova  arrived  from 
Aew  Zealand  yesterday.  The  Karamca  was  due 
in  at  8  .30  a.m.  I  got  on  board  below  one 
of  the  locks,  but  it  was  one  o'clock  before 
the  case  was  landed.  Of  course  I  saw  the  ova 
immediately  I   boarded,  and,  although  I  could 


not  carefully  examine  on  board,  the  awful  smell 
on  opening  the  case  at  once  told  me  the  eggs 
were  bad.  On  getting  the  case  into  daylight,  I 
made  up  my  mind  not  to  attempt  any  repacking 
on  fresh  trays,  and  at.  once  handed  one  tray  to 
Mr.  Garr,  from  Blagdon,  and  one  tray  to  Messrs. 
Cookson  s  manager,  from  Baldock.  (They  both 
agreed  it  was  the  best  way  to  do.)  And  I  sent  off 
one  tray  to  Mr.  A.  Severn,  one  to  Mr.  Roberts,  one 
to  Mr.  Wells,  of  Keighley,  and  took  the  balance 
home  with  me.  I  shall  write  of  those  I  took  again, 
as  it  was  11  p.m.  before  I  reached  Garstang. 

"Captain  Burton,  of  the  Karamca,  was  par- 
ticularly interested  and  attentive,  as  were  also  the 
Shaw,  Savill,  and  Albion  Company  officials  at  the 
dock.  The  captain  said  the  second  steward  had 
been  at  great  trouble  in  attending  to  the  ova. 

"  After  reading  Mr.-  Russell's  letter  to  you,  and 
reckoning  the  time  since  the  ova  had  been  taken 
l^om  the  fish,  I  had  very  little  hope  of  success. 
The  ova  were  too  long  laid  down  in  water  before 
shipping  them.  This  doubtless  was  unavoidable 
on  this  occasion. 

"I  also  think  the  case  had  had  a  good  rough 
shaking  on  the  voyage.  Indeed,  the  steward  said 
they  had  very  rough  weather  in  the  first  part 
of  the  voyage.  Some  of  the  eggs  were  out  of  the 
trays  and  lying  in  the  bottom  of  the  case. 

"  Some  of  the  ova  may  still  hatch  out.  In  any 
case,  we  shall  do  our  best.— Yours  very  truly, 

Andrew  Henbt. 
P-S- — Since  writing  the  above  our  share  of 
the  ova  has  been  very  carefully  unpacked,  and  it 
is  much  to  be  regretted  not  a  single  egg  is  alive. 
Mr.  Jackson  shares  my  opinion  that  the  eggs  were 
laid  down  for  too  long  a  period  in  the  Otago 
Acclimatisation  Society's  hatchery  before  being 
shipped;  that  the  mean  temperature  at  which  they 
were  kept  en  route  was  too  high ;  that  there  was 
too  little  air  admitted  into  the  case  containing  the 
ova,  and  that  they  were  packed  rather  too  hard  on 
the  trays.  Not  only  were  the  eggs  all  dead,  but  the 
moss  with  which  they  were  packed  was  rotten. 
Good  live  sphagnum  moss  ought  to  have  kept  fresh 
during  the  voyage.  This  would  undoubtedly  have 
assisted  matters.  The  steward  told  me  the  average 
temperature  on  the  voyage  was  43  deg„  and  not 
from  32  deg.  to  40  deg.,  as  Mr.  Russell  hoped  it 
would  be.'I 

I  have  asked  Mr.  Henry  to  let  us  know  as  soon 
as  possible  if  there  is  anything  encouraging  to 
report  as  regards  the  hatching  of  some  of  the  eggs  • 
and  I  hope  Mr.  Carr,  the  head-keeper  of  the 
Blagdon  Lake  Fishery,  and  Messrs.  Gookson,  and 
others  who  got  eggs,  may  be  able  to  report 
some  success.  At  any  rate,  it  has  been  proved 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  fish  culture 
that  trout  eggs  can  be  sent  alive  from  New 
Zealand  to  England,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
world.  When  we  remember  that  the  streams  of 
Tasmania  and  New  Zealand  were  originally  stocked 
from  a  few  hundred  English  trout  eggs,  there  is 
some  hope  that  a  few  hundreds  of  the  26,000  ova 
which  arrived  last  Saturday  may  hatch  and  become 
the  progenitors  of  a  fine  New  Zealand  colony  in  this 
country. 

I  have  since  heard  from  some  of  those  who 
received  some  of  the  eggs:  — 

"  Deab  Mr.  Maeston,— The  New  Zealand  fario 
ova  were  unpacked  at  11.30  p.m.  on  Saturday,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  say  were  a  total  loss.  The  eggs  and 
the  sphagnum  had  been  dead  some  time. 

"  I  will,  of  course,  make  some  return  to  the  Otago 
Acclimatisation  Society,  and  hope  to  import  June 
ova  direct  later  on. 

"  Many  thanks  for  the  eggs,  and  all  the  trouble 
you  have  taken.  The  experiment  is  disappointing, 
but  will  no  doubt  prove  useful. — I  am,  yours  very 
*i'"'y»  "R.  Bycroft  Roberts. 

"  The  Arrow  Fishery,  Eardisland, 
"Pembridge,  R.S.O.,  Herefordshire, 
"Aug.  28,  1905.". 

"  Dear  Sir,— The  New  Zealand  trout  ova  came 
to  hand,  but  I  regret  that  they  are  all  crushed 
and  spoiled,  which  is  very  unfortunate. 


How  TO  TIB  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.-Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  poat  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Finhing  Gazette,  St.  Duuatan'g  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  to  Tie  FUes  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  beat  book  ever 
written  on  tbe  n\>\ect:'— liking  Qouette. 


"  I  had  hoped  to  give  them  my  particular  atten- 
tion. — Yours  faithfully,  "Jonas  Wells. 

"Keighley,  Aug.  28,  1905." 

Mr.  A.  Severn,  of  the  Bibury  Fishery,  Fairford, 
tells  me  his  eggs  arrived  in  very  bad  condition,  but 
he  thinks  out  of  three  thousand  he  may  save  one 
hundreds  He  says  the  moss  was  dead,  and  most 
of  the  eggs  clotted  together  in  lumps,  and  so  long 
dead  that  the  smell  was  awful. 


Grayling  in  the  Trent. 

I  eim  glad  to  hear  that  the  grayling  in  the 
Alrewas  district  on  the  Trent  are  showing  signs  of 
recovering  from  the  Stoke  and  Potteries  sewage 
which  nearly  exterminated  them  in  1897  and  1899. 
An  angler  had  one  of  over  1  lb.  the  other  day.  A 
friend  who  sends  me  these  particulars  adds:  — 

"Could  you  incidentally  suggest  that '  the  powers 
that  be'  on  these  waters,  especially  the  Midland 
Piscatorials  and  the  committee  of  the  Stafford 
County  Council  who  oversee  such  matters,  should 
organise  a  campaign  against  the  pike,  even  to  the 
extent  of  cutting  them  out  of  the  close  season  for 
coarse  fish  for  four  or  five  years.  This  would  give 
the  grayling,  and  possibly  the  trout,  in  the  Trent 
and  its  tributaries  a  better  chance  of  recovering  in 
numbers.  I  killed  a  small  pike  about  21b.  the 
other  day  with  sixty  fry  in  his  gullet;  many  of 
them  were  roach,  truly,  but  a  number  were  either 
small  grayling  or  dace,  they  were  so  silvery,  and 
some  of  them  had  spots.-' 

I  hardly  like  to  suggest  the  destruction  of  the 
pike  in  a  general  coarse  fish  river  like  the  Trent. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  rather  a  matter  for  Trent 
anglers  to  make  up  their  minds  about,  and  tten 
act  through  their  associations.  If  the  pike  are 
getting  too  numerous,  they  should  be  kept  down, 
even  in  the  interest  of  pike  anglers,  as  overstock  of 
any  kind  means  small  fish. 


Our  Sea-trout  in  America. 

But  as  regards  British  sea-trout  in  America,  I 
know  that  enthusiast  for  everything  connected  with 
fish  and  fishing,  my  friend  the  late  Mr.  A.  Nelson 
Cheney,  imported  sea-trout  eggs  from  the  Solway 
Fishery,  Dumfries,  and  although  I  remember  Mr. 
Cheney  telling  me  there  was  some  loss  in  the  ship- 
ment, I  believe  a  good  many  were  hatched  success- 
fully and  tried  in  American  waters,  but  without 
result.  The  artificial  culture  of  the  migratory 
salmonidae  appears  to  be  a  piscicultural  delusiotu 


The  Stormontfield  Salmon  Culture  Experiment 
on  the  Tay. 

Recently  I  came  across  a  copy  of  "  The  Stormont- 
field Experiment,"  an  account  of  the  first  ten  years 
of  the  artificial  spawning  and  hatching  of  the  ova 
and  rearing  of  the  fry  of  salmon  at  Stormontfield 
on  the  Tay,  by  Wm.  Brown.  This  hatchery  was 
started  with  great  enthusiasm  in  1853,  when  I  saw 
it  about  twenty  years  later  it  had  nearly. given  up 
work,  being  superseded  by  the  Dupplin  Hatchery. 
Although  Mr.  Brown  tried  to  make  the  best  of  hia 
case,  I  think  no  one  who  reads  his  little  work 
with  an  honest  desire  to  find  facts  favourable  to 
salmon  culture  from  it  will  get  much  satisfaction. 
Great  numbers  of  salmon  were  caught  when 
ripe  for  spawning,  spawned  artificially,  millions 
of  fry  were  carefully  reared  to  the  smolt  size  and 
allowed  to  leave  the  ponds  when  they  pleased  (and 
it  was  claimed  that  these  artificially  bred  and  fed 
smolts  were  larger  and  finer  than  the  naturally 
bred  wild  smolts  which  descended  with  them)j 
Thousands  of  these  smolts  were  marked  in  various 
ways,  including  many  hundreds  with  silver  rings 
and  copper  gilt  rings,  and  yet  not  one  fish  with 
a  ring  ever  returned  to  be  caught,  although  it 
was  claimed  that  fish  marked  by  holes  punched  in 
the  gill  covers  were  retaken  as  grilse.  But  the  holes 
had  invariably  grown  up  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  no 
mark  at  all,  they  were,  as  Mr.  Brown  admits,  "  almost 
useless  " — it  is  true  he  claims  that  after  a  very  careful 

inspection  the  mark  of  the  punch  could  be  seen  

but  it  is  clear  this  method  could  not  be  trusted 
and  it  was  given  up ;  and  on  p.  68  Mr.  Brown  says : 
"No  ringed  fish  was  caught,  which  was  much 
regretted ;  and  we  question  if  ever  a  foreign  sub- 
stance can  be  inserted  into  a  smolt  —  at  least, 
while  in  the  fresh  water— that  will  remain  for  any 
length  of  time  attached  to  the  fish  after  it  goes  to 

B.  B.  ]lLlESTON. 
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LUCEBNE. 

With  August  the  great  rush  of  excursionists  to 
this  "  Hub  of  the  travelling  Universe  "  lessens,  and 
for  the  leisurely  tourist  and  rest-seeker  the  month 
of  September  is  jjar  excellence  the  time  to  enjoy 
Lucerne.  Anglers  especially  should  remember  that 
the  admirable  regulations,  new  this  year,  for  fishing 
in  the  lakes  and  Reuss  river  extend  only  to  Sept.  30. 


glimpses  of  the  greater  heights  of  the  Bernese 
Oberland;  Lauterhom,  Schreckhorn.  Wetterhorn, 
Monch,  Eiger,  and  Jungfrau.  On  the  lake-shores 
are  a  succession  of  points  of  interest ;  Burgenstock, 
with  its  wooded  precipices ;  Vitznau  and  its  Rigi 
railway;  Gersau  and  the  Bauenstock;  Brunnen 
and  the  Mythen.  At  Brunnen  is  the  landing  for 
the  popular  Axenstein  and  Axenfels  hotels;  and 
from  Brunnen  commences  the  celebrated  Axen- 


POLYOLBION  (SONG  XXV.). 

Drayton,  singing  the  praises  of  the  German 
Ocean,  thus  enumerates  the  fish  taken  on  the  east 
coast  of  England:  — 

What  fish  can  any  shore,  or  British  sea- town  show 
That's  eatable  to  us,  that  it  doth  not  bestow 
Abundantly  thereon  1    The  herring  king  of  sea. 
The  faster  feeding  cod,  the  mackarell  brought 
by  May, 

The  dainty  sole  and  plaicQ,  the  dab,  as  of 
their  blood; 

The  conger  finely  soua'd,  hot  summers  coolest 
food ; 

And  whiteing  known  to  all,  a  general  whole- 

some  dish ;  . 
The  gurnet,  rocket,  mayd  and  mullet,  damty 

fish ;  ,  .  J 

The  haddock,  turbot,  best,  fish  nourishing  and 

strong ; 

The  thornback,  and  the  scate,  provocative  among ; 
The  weaver,  which  although  his  prickles  venom 
be; 

The  fishers  cut  away,  which  buyers  seldome  see ; 
Yet  for  the  fish  he  bears  'tis  not  accounted 

bad ;  ,     .  j 

The  sea-flounder  is  here  as  common  as  the  shad  ; 
The  sturgeon  cut  to  keggs,  too  big  to  handle  whole. 
Gives  many  a  dainty  bit,  out  of  his  lusty  jole. 


Casino-Kubsaal,  Lucebne. 


Lucerne  is  so  well  and  widely  known,  and  so  fully 
spoken  of  in  a  multitude  of  guide-books,  that  to 
enumerate  its  attractions  may  appear  somewhat 
superfluous.  Yet  there  are  very  many  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  who  have  not  seen  "  Lovely 
Lucerne-'  to  whom  a  hint  or  two  of  how  to 
see  and  what  to  look  for  in  the  vicinity  may  be 
acceptable. 

The  first  day  should  be  spent  upon  the  lake.  The 
most  convenient  and  complete  arrangements  of  the 


Church  St.  Xavieb, 
Lucerne. 


shore- 


strasse,  affording  nine  miles  of  unique 
scenery.  ■,  . 

Shorter  and  separate  trips  can  be  made  by  other 
steamers  from  Lucerne  to  Alpnach,  and  from 
Lucerne  to  Kussnacht.  Other  days  should  be 
devoted  to  the  funicular  ascents  of  the  Rigi,  of 
the  Stanserhorn,  and  of  Mont  Pilatus;  a  day  at 
least  to  each ;  to  quietly  and  leisurely  appreciate 
the  wide-spread  views  from  their  summits,  selecting 
therefor  days  with  clear  atmospheres. 


Christ  Church 
(American  Service), 
Lucerne. 


English  Church  (St.  Mark's),  Lucerne. 


ably-managed  Lake  Navigation  Company  provide 
amply  for  a  series  of  most  picturesque  and  agree- 
able trips  with  the  utmost  comfort.  That  from 
Lucerne  to  Fluelen  and  back  is  particularly  grand  ; 
giving  superb  views  of  Lucerne  itself,  its  bay  and 
surroundings,  and  ever-varying  panoramas  of 
shore  and  mountain  scenery.  The  nearer  peaks 
of  the  Rigi,  Stanserhorn,  and  Pilatus  appear 
most   advantageously,   and    occasionally  come 


To  fill  up  intervals  Lucerne  itself  offers  abundant 
entertainments— in  its  cliff-sculptured  lion,  glacier 
and  Alpine  gardens,  War-and-Peace  Museum, 
covered  and  pictured  bridges,  ancient  towers  and 
ramparts,  modern  kursaal  and  amusements, 
Schweizerhof  Quay  and  great  hotels,  good  organ 
recitals  and  classical  concerts,  Swiss  silk  and  other 
shops,  dances,  tennis,  golf.  Time  can  ev^r  be 
passed  pleasantly  at  Lucerne! 


THE  GARMENTS  OF  MESSRS. 
BURBERRY. 

The  Finking  Gazette  was  one  of  the  first  papers 
to  recognise  the  extraordinary  merits  of  Messrs. 
Burberry's  Gabardine  material. 

For  many  years  we  have,  by  constant  wear,  put 
Burberry's  garments  to  practical  tests,  and  the 
more  experience  we  have  of  them  the  more  strongly 
do  they  appeal  to  us  for  every  sport,  particularly 
for  fishing. 

Take  for  instance.  Gabardine  material.  What  a 
splendid  cloth  it  is  for  the  angler !  At  some  time 
or  other  even  the  most  careful  sportsman  is  apt  to 
find  his  hook  firmly  fixed  in  his  clothing ;  it  may 
have  got  loose  in  carrying,  or  a  sudden  gust  of 
wind  has  taken  him  unawares.  No  matter  how  it 
happened,  there  it  is!  Either  a  break  has  to  be 
made  in  the  gut  or  the  cloth  must  be  cut  with  a 
knife  No  other  way  will  free  it.  But  any  such 
mishap  cannot  so  readily  occur  if  one  is  wearmg 
Gabardine,  simplv  because  the  hook  rarely  manages 
to  penetrate  this  cloth  sufficiently  to  allow  the 
barb  to  get  fixed.  For  this  reason  alone  Gabardine 
is  invaluable  ;  but  it  has  in  addition  so  many  other 
commendable  qualities,  not  the  least  of  which  is  its 
marvellous  resistance  to  rain,  and  its  endless 

Resistance"  is  the  only  word  that  describes  its 
extraordinary  power  to  repel  moisture.  It  actually 
resists  rain  by  throwing  it  off  the  surface.  Gabardme 
is  actually  non-absorbent,  and  that  is  why  it  so 
quickly  dries  after  a  storm.  Again,  it  is  light  in 
weight  and  never  hot  or  tiring  to  wear  even  m 
close,  muggy  weather,  because  its  ventilating 
qualities  are  those  of  ordinary  unproofed  cloth. 

We  give  a  few  illustrations  taken  from  the 
sixteenth  edition  of  "Burberry-Proof  Kit  "  which 
wUl  be  issued  early  in  September.  It  contains  320 
pages  of  informative  matter  concerning  many  new 
materials  and  garments  specially  designed  by 
Burberry's  for  the  evident  purpose  of  providmg 
sportsmen  with  the  most  practical,  protective,  con- 
venient outfit  it  is  possible  to  devise. 

This  attractive  catalogue  is  profusely  illustrated 
with  drawings  that  quite  put  into  the  shade  other 
publications  of  its  class,  whUe  it  compares  favour- 
ably with  the  best  book  and  magazme  pubUcations. 
It  13  full  of  interest  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
contains  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
"out-door"  man.  We  therefore  strongly  advise 
all  whom  it  may  concern  to  forward  their 
address  to  Burberry's,  Haymarket.  S.W.,  m 
order  to  secure  a  copy  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. "Burberry -Proof. Kit"  deserves  a  per- 
manent place  between  the  shelves  of  every  sporting 
gentleman's  library.  ^-     .    -mi  „„„ 

We  have  often  thought  of  suggestmg  to  Messrs. 
Burberry  that  possibly  a  stout  form  of  their 
Gabardine  material  would  make  good  bags  for 
rods,  with  some  stout  material  at  ends  where  the 
jomts  wear  through  the  material. 


* 
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AUTUMN   PEOSPECTS  IN 
THE  NOKTH. 


Not  for  some  six  years  past  has  there  been  the 
same  favouring  conditions  which  at  present  prevail 
all  over  the  north  of  a  good  autumn  season,  and 
seldom  of  late  have  the  prospects  been  so  bright 
for  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  angler  as  they  are 
likely  now  to  be  for  the  next  two  months  on  the 
bulk  of  Scotch  waters.  This  is  always  the  case 
when  the  autumn  floods  come  at  the  most  opportune 
time  for  fish  running  up,  the  most  common  experi- 
ence being  that  they  either  do  not  come  at  all  or 
are  so  belated  that  the  season  is  legally  closed 
down  before  the  fish  are  there  in  anything  like 
numbers  to  be  worth  fishing  for,  and  so  the  season 
fizzles  out  or  otherwise  ends  in  dismal  failure. 

August  floods  are  always  welcome  to  the  back- 
end  angler.  This  August  there  has  not  been  four 
dry  days  on  end  since  the  month  came  in,  and  the 
gales,  rains,  and  floods  at  present  raging  could  not 
have  come  at  a  more  fitting  time.'  It's  an  ill  wind 
that  blows  nobody  good  ;  and,  although  the  tourist, 
the  holiday-maker,  and  even  the  agriculturist  may 
not  like  it,  yet  to  the  salmon-angler,  and  brothers  of 
the  rod  generally,  the  filling  brooks,  the  raging, 
tearing  torrents,  the  teeming  rivers,  and  the  scowling 
fa<;e  of  nature  means  success  later  on.  The 
August  floods,  and  especially  towards  its  close, 
as  at  present,  mean  sweetened  river-beds,  repleted 
pools,  and  fine  round  waters  for  fish  to  swim  in 
and  anglers  to  ply  on  during  the  shortening  days 
of  September  and  October,  for  after  then  every 
shower  adds  to  the  volume  of  the  river  right  on  to 
its  close. 

An  early  spring  flood  in  January,  before  the  nets 
are  down,  and  again  an  early  flood  in  August, 
just  when  the  nets  are  off,  are  the  two  beau-ideal 
floods,  which  make  or  mar  the  salmon  angling 
seasons  in  spring  or  autumn  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch 
rivers.  Other  considerations  and  conditions  there 
may  be,  but  these  are  the  two  ruling  factors  which 
determine  a  successful  or  a  non -successful  season. 
The  netting  season  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  fishery 
districts  closed  on  Saturday  last,  and  now  (with 
the  exception  of  a  few  late  districts)  every  fish 
that  enters  the  rivers  will  be  to  the  angler,  and 
with  such  early  floods  and  a  good  head  of  fish 
sport  will  be  brisk  for  the  next  six  weeks  at  least, 
and  at  the  time  when  the  autumn  fish  are  gamest 
and  best,  and  the  climatic  conditions  most  favour- 
able for  those  who  otherwise  cannot  face  the 
rigours  of  our  Arctic  spring. 

The  netting  season  has  only  been  a  partial 
success.  But  with  this  the  angler  has  little 
sympathy.  As  a  rule  the  netter  makes  the  most  of 
his  opportunity  when  he  gets  the  chance,  and  that 
comes  by  far  too  often  for  the  good  of  Sahno  salar. 
If  he  is  hard  hit  in  an  odd  season  like  the  present, 
it  is  only  what  the  salmon  angler  is  annually 
suffering,  five  seasons  out  of  the  six,  and  so  he 
need  not  grudge  him  a  blink  of  the  sunshine  in 
which  he  himself  so  freely  basks,  when  fortune 
favours  him  with  the  chances  of  sport,  and  some- 
thing in  return  for  his  money  besides  the  fresh 
mountain  air  and  empty  pools — something  which 
he  has  longed  for,  paid  for,  but  seldom  got.  The 
flash  of  the  silver  beauty  has  been  his  thought  by 
day  and  his  dream  by  night.  The  electric  thrill  of 
the  plunging  fish  as  he  dives  below  with  the  hook 
in  his  jaw  can  only  be  realised  when  the  fish  are 
there  ;  and  only  in  a  season  like  the  present,  when 
the  floods  come  in  good  time,  when  there  are 
abundance  of  fish  on  the  coast,  and  when  there  are 
no  nets  to  entrap  them. 

The  netter  has  ended  his  year  25  per  cent,  behind 
the  average  season.  This  on  the  East  Coast  at 
least.  We  have  the  figures  and  details  before  us, 
from  Bervie  to  Peterhead,  a  stretch  of  sixty  miles. 
Also  the  details  of  the  river  stations  on  the  Dee 
and  Don,  and  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  (so  far  as  theirs 
have  gone),  and  the  total  result  is  a  deficiency  in 
fish  returns  of  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  on  the 
average  of  the  past  ten  years.  The  fine  weather 
and  the  plague  of  jelly-fish  are  the  predominating 
causes  that  are  blamed  for  the  slump  in  their 
supplies.  If  so,  now  that  the  weather  has  broken, 
the  jelly-fish  will  disappear,  and,  other  things  being 
equal,  the  delated  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  will 
now  come  on  in  shoals  to  replete  the  too  long  empty 
pools,  and  cheer  the  hearts  of  thousands  of  salmon 
and  trout  anglers  with  heavy  creels  during  the 
back-end  on  which  we  have  just  entered. 

It  may  be  a  few  days,  a  week  at  most,  before 


sport  can  be  anything  like  rife.  The  rivers  are  so 
foul  that  it  will  take  a  few  heavy  spates  to  clean 
them  out ;  hut  they  are  getting  it.  The  Dee  and 
Spey,  etc.,  have  been  in  flood  more  or  less  since  Friday 
last.  The  Don,  Deveron,  and  some  slower  waters 
were  only  rising  on  Saturday,  but  they  run  longer 
and  keep  longer  up.  Seldom  have  we  had  reason 
to  be  so  sanguine  of  a  good  autumn  season  as  the 
conditions  point  to  at  present — certainly  not  for 
years  back — and  unless  something  quite  accidental 
or  totally  unforeseen  occurs  this  will  certainly  prove 
a  most  prolific  and  successful  autumn  holiday  to 
rodsmen  all  over  the  north.  We  confidently  hope 
so.  G.  M.  Mackay. 


COLNE  COARSE  FISHING. 


The  reputation  which  the  Middlesex  Colne, 
spelled  with  a  final  "e,"  once  enjoyed  has  to  a 
considerable  extent  become  tarnished.  A  few 
years  ago  it  was  one  of  the  finest  coarse  fishing 
waters  anywhere  near  town;  it  may  now  be 
regretfully  said  that,  through  no  fault  of  its  own, 
its  palmiest  days  are  over — in  many  localities  its 
condition  is  certainly  decadent,  and  shows  no  sign 
of  amelioration.  The  abstraction  of  its  water,  the 
silting  up  of  the  river's  bed,  and  other  causes 
have  tended  to  bring  about  this  sad  deterioration. 
The  lack  of  water  especially  has  more  or  less 
affected  the  whole  course  of  the  river,  the  cost  of 
incessantly  removing  accumulated  mud  and  deepen- 
ing swims  being  more  than  the  purse  can  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  respond  to.  The  size  of  the 
fish,  and  particularly  of  roach  and  dace,  cannot 
compare  with  what  obtained  some  ten  years  ago, 
although  in  lengths  well  looked  after  quantity  has 
not  appreciably  decreased.  Only  a  couple  of  weeks 
ago  an  angler  in  a  well-known  section  of  the  river, 
once  noted  for  big  fish,  basketed  five  dozen  roach 
(or,  to  be  quite  accurate,  landed  that  number,  but 
returned  99  per  cent,  of  the  catch),  not  one  of 
which  weighed  lib.  In  portions  of  the  river 
there  are  good  trout,  but  only  where  the  owners  or 
lessees  are  keen  on  preservation,  and  take  effectual 
measures  to  prevent  the  setting  of  the  surreptitious 
night  line  by  those  who  are  not  above  doing  a 
little  poaching  on  their  own  account.  Bream  in 
certain  stretches  are  plentiful,  and  a  fisherman  may, 
if  luck  be  on  his  side,  emulate  Mr.  George  Smith,  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society — "  Old  George,''  as  his  many 
friends  and  acquaintances  delight  to  term  him — 
and  capture  at  a  single  sitting  a  dozen  specimens 
weighing  nearly  401b.  Should  barbel  be  one's 
weakness,  the  baiting  up  of  a  few  holes  which  these 
fish  are  known  to  frequent  ought  to  yield  good 
results.  The  Wraysbury  part  of  the  river  below 
the  railway  bridge  used  to  contain  a  fair  sprinkling 
of  barbel.  With  chub  the  river,  throughout,  is 
densely  populated,  and  these  take  a  fly  freely  when 
on  hot  days,  they  are  discovered  basking  on  the 
surface  of  the  water.  An  excellent  fly  is  the  black 
hackled  Bee,  a  kind  of  Black  Palmer  with  a  body 
of  equal  parts  white  (at  the  tail  end),  black  and 
yellow  chenille.  The  less  said  about  pike  the 
better.  There  are  far  too  many  everywhere,  but 
small  fish  are  the  rule.-  One  angler  has  a  record 
for  twenty-six  fish  in  a  day  spinning  with  a  Wagtail, 
none  of  which  were  over  5lb.,  the  majority  being 
fish  of  between  21b.  and  3lb.  Specimen  dace 
formerly  abounded  in  the  Thorney  Weir  Fishery, 
at  Wraysbury  above  and  below  the  Mill,  and  at 
Uxbridge;  but  as  already  stated  from  some  cause 
they  have  for  years  been  growing  smaller  and 
beautifully  less.  Perch  are  apparently  on  the 
increase  in  portions  of  the  river,  and  lovely  bright 
fish  they  are — as  good  for  the  table  as  they  are  to 
admire. 

Most  bottom  fishers  know  by  repute  the  high 
character  attaching  to  the  Colne  roach,  though 
specimens  are  by  no  means  so  plentiful  as  they 
once  were.  The  writer  on  a  certain  August  Bank 
Holiday  took  six  fish  with  crust  weighing  81b.  l-4oz., 
a  feat  which  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  perform  at  the  present  day  in  any  part  of  the 
river.  What  grand  fish  used  to  be  secured  by 
swimming  crust  or  gentles  under  the  railway  bridge 
at  Wraysbury,  the  punt  being  moored  three  or  four 
yards  above  the  structure.  But  it  would  puzzle 
the  most  experienced  roach-fisher  to  got  decent 
fish  there  now,  as  the  water  has  shallowed  up  con- 
siderably. On  favourable  days,  however,  in  parts 
of  the  Colne,  owned  by  private  persons  or  rented 
by  angling  societies,  the  angler  should  make  a 
re-'pectable  bag  j  the  majority  of  the  contents 


should  go  ilb.,  there  should  be  some  from  12oz. 
to  1  lb.  in  weight,  and,  if  the  large  ones  should 
happily  be  found,  there  might  be  half-a-dozen  fish 
running  up  to  as  much  as  I  lb.  12oz.  Out  of  some 
thousands  the  penner  of  these  lines  has  caught  in 
the  Colne,  the  nearest  approach  he  has  got  to  a 
two-pounder  has  been  1  lb.  14oz.,  the  extra  2oz. 
have  been  as  yet  not  reached. 

The  Colne  is  pre-eminently  a  |bread-cru8ti  river. 
The  words  "bread  crust"  uptake  one's  memory 
back  to  some  two  score  of  years  when  with  bread 
as  bait  and  rough  coarse  tackle,  the  wily  trout  of 
the  Wandle — alas  !  how  its  glories  have  departed — 
were  enticed.  There  is  no  need  to  say  much  as  to 
how  to  prepare  crust  for  the  hook.  There  are 
several  ways  of  doing  so,  all  of  which  are  successful 
when  the  roach  are  feeding  well.  The  bottom  of  a 
loaf  may  be  soaked  all  night  and  crust  cut  in  the 
morning  ;  the  said, bottom  may  even  be  soaked  at 
the  river  side  and  pieces  pinched  off  as  required— 
a  lazy  way,  by  the  bye,  of  getting  it  ready ;  it  may 
be  cut  dry  in  cubes  and  soaked  in  a  tin  box,  or  it 
may  be  put  dry  on  the  hook  (not  half  a  . bad  dodge 
when  ledgering  with  it)  and  allowed  to  swell  in  the 
water.  A  long  rod  of  15ft.  in  length,  not  too 
stiff,  a  bottom  of  sorrel  hair,  a  No.  12  hook 
— Model  Perfect  for  choice — and  thin  running 
line  for  eventualities,  and  the  equipment  is 
complete.  In  a  river  like  the  Colne  one  never 
knows  what  may  be  hooked  whilst  roach  fishing — 
a  big  bream,  a  heavy  chub,  or  even  a  huge  trout 
may  annex  the  crust,  and  that  being  so,  if  a  tight 
line  is  affected,  the  chances  would  be  that  at  the 
first  plunge  angler  and  fish  would  part  to  meet  no 
more.  Running  tackle,  too,  is  indispensable,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  in  some  sections  roach  are  to 
be  found  the  whole  season  through  in  shallow 
swims.  It  is  necessary  to  fish  ten,  twenty,  or 
perhaps  still  farther  away  from  the  spot  where 
the  performer  is  seated,  and  of  course  without  a 
reel  and  flotant  line,  this  would  be  impossible.  On 
commencing  to  fish  such  a  long  swim,  a  little 
ground-bait  is  cast  in  loosely  at  the  head  of  it;  not 
in  stiff,  heavy  balls.  The  hook  is  baited  with  crust 
— small  pieces,  not  exceeding  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
cube,  are  the  most  suitable — and  allowed  to  float 
down  with  the  stream.  Quite  frequently  bites  are 
had  at  the  extremity  of  the  swim — indeed,  many 
fish  are  taken  just  at  the  moment  when  the  line  i^ 
stopped,  and  winding  up  is  begun  for  another  cast. 
If  the  roach  are  taking  freely  they  bite  vigorously, 
the  red-tipped  quill  disappearing  like  a  flash,  but  in 
the  majority  of  cases  the  float  will  go  leisurely 
under — particularly  in  the  case  of  heavy  fish — as  if 
it  had  been  stopped  in  its  progress  by  a  weed.  In 
some  parts  it  is  possible  to  ledger  with  crust,  but 
in  others  the  bottom  is  too  foul  for  this  deadly 
method  of  taking  roach — and  chub  and  bream  into 
the  bargain.  If  ledgering  be  resorted  to,  the  angler 
should  select  a  place  where  his  presence  is  somewhat 
hidden  by  a  friendly  bush  or  tree.  The  tiny  bullet  (not 
a  round  pieceof  lead  weighing  an  ounce)  must  be  18in. 
away  from  the  hook  itself.  The  crust — half  brown  and 
half  white — may  be  of  larger  size  than  that  re- 
commended for  float  work.  The  point  of  the  hook 
should  be  inserted  in  the  centre  of  the  white 
portion  and  carried  through  the  brown  moiety — 
Model  Perfect  hooks,  which  have  been  previously 
mentioned,  are  excellent  for  the  purpose  of  ledger- 
ing, the  sneck  bend  holding  the  crust  more  securely 
than  Crystals,  which  are  fancied  by  many  roach 
fishermen.  Of  course,  the  lure  must  be  cast  in 
carefully.  The  bullet  may  be  just  "  felt '-'  with  the 
line,  the  rod  top  being  kept  up  the  while.  The  top 
may  then  be  lowered  a  couple  of  inches,  patience 
summoned,  and  events  awaited  with  confidence,  if 
the  roach  are  inclined  to  bite.  If  one  is  particularly 
nimble  the  rod  can  be  placed  in  a  rest,  but  roach 
bite  so  quickly  and  at  times  so  faintly  that  they 
are  often  missed  by  the  angler  being  too  late  when 
fishing  in  this  somewhat  indolent  fashion.  Colne 
fish  take  best  when  the  water  is  fairly  high.  The 
volume  is  too  often  kept  back  by  mills  on  the  river, 
when  no  mean  skill  is  necessary  to  get  fish.  A 
dropping  water  is  fatal,  but  when  once  the  stream 
begins  to  rise  again  roach  will  recommence  to  feed. 
The  best  times  are  from  daylight  to  noon,  and 
again  in  the  last  hour  of  daylight.  Occasionally 
roach  will  take  all  day  long,  but  generally  speaking 
the  best  results  are  attained  before  the  luncheon 
hour.  The  Chlel. 


Mr.  Gilbert  (son  of  Mr.  Reginald  Gilbert, 
Glanw>'e,  near  Builth  Wells)  caught  a  pike  weigh- 
ing liib.  on  Aug.  24.    Inside  it  was  a  2lb.  chub. 
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YICTOKIAN  FISH  PKOTECTION 
SOCIETY  AND  ANGLERS'  CLUB. 


The  following  extracts  from  the  report  sent  to 
me  by  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Victorian  Fish  Protection 
Society  and  Anglers'  Club  will  interest  anglers  in 
the  United  Kingdom  as  showing  what  our  Victorian 
friends  are  doing — evidently  they  have  a  lot  of 
poaching  to  contend  against. — R.  B.  M. 

FoUKTJiEN'TH  AnxTTAL  RePOET  (YeAB  ENDINO 

Ju2fE  30,  1905). 

In  presenting  this  report  for  the  year,  your  com- 
mittee desires  to  congratulate  the  society  on  the 
good  work  done.    There  are  225  financial  members 
as  against  145  last  year,  and  10  life  members.  The 
receipts  for  the  year,  though  larger  than  the  previous 
year,  have  been  met  by  a  much  larger  expenditure, 
which  your  committee  feels  has  been  justified  by 
the  results.    At  the  invitation  of  Professor  Baldwin 
Spencer,  who  organised  a  movement  to  preserve 
the  National  Park  at  Wilson's  Promontory  against 
leasing,  your  society's  president  and  hon.  secretary 
became  members  of  a  committee,  and  the  protest 
raised  by  a  deputation  to  the  Government  on  the 
matter  was  the  means  of  preventing  ruthless 
destruction  of  forests  and  interference  with  the  fish 
breeding  waters  at  that  park.    The  closing  of  the 
Barwon  River  against  netting,  at  the  instigation  of 
the  Geelong  Branch  of  your  society,  should,  your 
committee  thinks,  be  followed  by  united  action  on 
the  part  of  the  metropolitan  societies  to  prevent 
the  illegal  netting  which  is  believed  to  be  practised 
in  the  Saltwater  and  Werribee  rivers,  in  both  of 
which  streams  the  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  in 
previous  years.     On  a  complaint  being  made  to 
your  society  by  an  honorary  member  as  to  the 
taking  of  fish  by  hand  in  shallow  waters,  your 
society  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  who  promptly  had 
gazetted  a  proclamation  making  it  illegal  to  take 
fish  from  inland  waters  except  by  rod  and  line  or 
hand  line.    Your  committee  regrets  that  owing  to 
the  inadequate  fines  imposed  by  magistrates  upon 
persons  found  guilty  of  obtaining  fish  by  illegal 
methods,   such   practices  still   continue.  Such 
barbarous  practices  as  spearing,  dynamiting,  and 
shooting  of  fish  have  been  reported  to  your  society 
during  the  seasoa.    Your  society  has  promptly  re- 
ported the  complaints  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Fisheries,  and,  while  your  committee  acknowledges 
the   zeal  of  that  officer,  it  much  regrets  that 
an    efficient    stafE   of    travelling    inspectors  is 
not  placed  at  his  disposal  by  the  Government. 
Your  committee  regards  the  work  done  by  the 
Victorian  Piscatorial  Council  during  the  last  twelve 
months  as  highly  satisfkctory,  and  is  pleased  to 
note  that  the  societies,  through  the  council,  have 
obtained  conce.-sions  from  the  railway  department 
in  connection  with  carriage  of  acclimatised  fish  for 
liberation,  and  an  increa.se  in  the  Government 
grant  to  the  two  fish  acclimatising  societies,  and 
also  the  promised  appointment  of  an  additional 
travelling  inspector   of  fisheries.    An  important 
matter  before  the  council  at  present  being  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Fisheries  Act. 
Your  committee  ventures  the  opinion  that  good 
results  would  follow  a  united  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  societies  to  equip  and  carry  on  a  hatchery, 
where  the  fast  declining  blackfish  could  be  propa- 
gated.   Restocking  work  by  your  society  has  been 
retarded  by  the  scanty  supplies  of  acclimatised 
yearling  trout  available  this  season,  but  the  com- 
mendable activity  of  the  Ballarat  Fish  Acclimati- 
sation Society  in  providing,  without  Government 
assistance,  additional  pumping  plant  (at  a  cost  of 
about  £400)  should  be  the  means  of  supplying 
yearlings  in  the  future,  equal  to  the  increasing 
demands.    The  few  yearlings  which  your  society 
was  able  to  obtain  tliis  season  were  liberated  in  the 
Deep  Creek.    It  is  gratifying  to  notice  that  several 
shire  councils  and  gentlemen  in  rural  districts  have 
liV^erally  restocked  the  streams  this  season  with 
a<jclimatjsed  fish.    The  thanks  of  your  society  are 
due  to  thof.e  gentlemen  who  subscribed  to  the 
restocking  fund.    Your  cf>mmittee  has  tendered  its 
thanks  to  the  trustees  of  the  Melbourne  Public 
Library  for  having  kindly  offered  to  provide  a 
private  room  for  members  of  your  society  desirous 
of  perusing  works  on  piscatorial  matters — a  valued 
privilege  of  which  it  is  hoped  members  will  avail 
themselves.    Your  committee  is  indebted  to  Messrs. 
A,  F.  AUchin,  A.  H.  Mattingley,  J.  S.  Milford,  and 


C.  Taylor  for  having  kindly  provided  and  read 
papers  on  matters  piscatorial.  The  reading  of  the 
papers  was  of  much  interest  and  value  to  members. 
Your  society's  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  J.  W. 
Westaway  for  the  work  done  by  him  as  hon. 
secretary  and  Press  correspondent,  and  to  the  hon. 
assistant  secretary,  Mr.  P.  Mallett,  and  also  to  Mr. 
J.  Kain,  the  hon.  treasurer. 


BASS    FISHING    AT  HOME 
AND  ABROAD. 


{Continued  from  page  157.) 

Apropos  of  herring  bait  for  trawls,  I  have  been 
informed  that  when  such  bait  has  been  kept  in  the 
freezer  it  loses  much  of  its  peculiar  toughness,  and 
after  being  affixed  to  the  trawl  hooks  it  drops  off 
and  is  wasted,  "hanging  to  the  hooks  no  better 
than  so  much  liver,"  as  one  fisherman  expressed  it. 
If  this  is  the  truth,  the  cold  storage  houses  for  bait 
which  have  been  erected  by  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment along  the  coast  will  not  prove  of  such  great 
utility  as  was  expected  of  them. 

In  still-fishing  for  bass  there  is  a  great  variety 
of  bait  available ;  in  fact,  when  the  fish  are  biting 
freely  almost  anything  goes,  although  I  have  always 
found  it  advisable  to  take  a  variety  in  order  to 
meet  the  capricious  tastes  of  the  fish,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  have  on  hand  shrimp,  sand  worms, 
shedder  and  fiddler  crabs,  the  tail  of  a  lobster,  and 
sand  launces  if  obtainable,  just  as  I  have  when 
fishing  for  black  bass  had  a  good  complement  of 
desirable  flies  as  well  as  helgramites,  little  frogs 
and  minnows,  knowing  that  if  one  of  these  lures 
proved  unattractive  for  the  time  being  there  would 
be  a  probability  that  among  the  others  would  be 
found  a  successful  bait. 

Anglers  are  now  employing  the  artificial  fly  in 
striped  bass  fishing,  and  with  good  success,  too. 
Of  course^  this  method  is  not  new,  but  it  seems 
to  be  ia  vogue  more  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 
The  flies  employed  are  tied  in  large  patterns  and 
generally  in  bright  colours  and  with  considerable 
tinsel.  The  bass  accept  the  lure  in  very  much  the 
same  manner  as  does  the  salmon ;  not  with  the  dash 
with  which  some  of  the  other  game  fish  take  it, 
but  with  an  indolent,  sucking-in  movement  that 
seems  quite  half-hearted. 

Bass  Fishing  in  European  Waters. 

Our  British  cousins  are  at  the  present  time 
enjoying  grand  sport  with  the  bass,  which  abounds 
in  their  waters.  It  has  as  many  attractions  for 
them  as  have  our  own  species  for  the  devotees  of 
rod  and  reel.  The  European  bass  is  very  closely 
related  to  ours,  but  does  not  attain  the  great 
weight  that  is  sometimes  reached  by  ours. 

In  describing  the  similarity  of  characteristics  of 
the  two  species,  Professor  George  Brown  Goode,  in 
his  grand  work  on  the  Fisheries  and  Fishing  In- 
dustries of  the  United  States,  says : — 

"The  bass  of  Europe  is  one  of  the  favourite  food 
fish  of  that  region,  and  is  found  from  Tromsoc,  in 
Norway,  latitude  70  degrees,  south  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, where  it  is  abundant.  A  very  closely  related 
species  is  our  striped  bass,  or  rockfish,  which  is 
found  from  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  These  two  species  are  very  similar  in  form, 
although  the  colours  are  different,  the  American 
bass  being  conspicuously  striped,  while  that  of 
Europe  is  silvery  grey.  They  are  both  strong, 
active,  and  voracious  fish,  and  both  ascend  rivers, 
although  the  American  bass  seems  to  be  much  more 
addicted  to  life  in  fresh  water  than  its  trans- Atlantic 
relative,  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  our  rivers 
are  more  numerous,  larger,  and  much  more  plenti- 
fully stocked  with  the  fish  upon  which  the  bass 
relies  for  food." 

Although,  as  before  stated,  it  does  not  grow  to 
the  great  size  that  is  often  attained  by  our  fish,  the 
European  bass  is  a  rather  plucky  fighter,  although 
it  does  not  compare  in  this  respofst  with  ours.  An 
enthusiastic  correspondent  in  describing  the  angling 
methods  in  vogue  across  the  water,  methods  that 
would  apply  perfectly  on  our  own  shores,  says : — 

"  A  coast  of  mingled  rock  and  sand  is  perhaps 
the  best  ground  along  which  to  fish,  and  the  equip- 
ment necessary  is  that  of  an  ordinary  salmon  fisher- 
man— namely,  e  light  salmon  rod,  a  stout  line,  and 
either  a  perfectly  white  or  a  rather  gaudy  fly.  .  .  . 
Let  the  angler  wander  over  the  weed-covered  rocks 
until  he  finds  a  spot  where  the  broken  strata,  run- 
ning out  in  two  long  noses  into  the  sea,  leaves 


between  them  a  deep  sandy  ravine,  up  which  the 
tide  can  run  and  swirl  at  its  leisure.  Choosing  the 
side  which  gives  him  the  best  chance  with  the  wind 
he  should  walk  down  to  the  extreme  end  of  the 
nose  and  throw  close  to  the  rocks  but  over  the 
sand.  Perhaps  in  five  minutes  there  will  be  a  rise. 
Do  not  strike  hastily ;  but,  when  striking,  strike 
with  decision.  There  is  a  short  fight,  and  then  with 
the  landing-net  there  is  no  difficulty  in  lifting  out  a 
fish  of  five  or  six  pounds  weight.  On  a  good  after- 
noon half  a  dozen  may  be  landed  in  this  way. 

"There  is  another  mode  of  capturing  this  fish 
which  also  affords  good  sport,  and  that  is  trolling 
from  a  boat.  In  this  case,  again,  the  weather  must 
be  bright  and  sunny,  with  a  fresh  breeze  blowing. 
The  equipment  necessary  is  also  very  much  the 
same  as  in  the  former  case,  but  instead  of  a  fly,  a 
sand  eel  on  a  large  Stewart  tackle,  a  large  red  india- 
rubber  worm,  or  even  a  spoon  bait  must  bo  the 
lure.  Of  course,  boat  fishing  is  neither  so  scientific 
nor  so  exciting  as  fishing  with  the  fly,  though  with 
light  tackle  a  good  fight  is  by  no  means  uncommon. 
.  .  .  Let  no  man  think  that  because  the  fisher 
folk  have  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  bass  fishing 
along  the  coast  that,  therefore,  the  bass  does  no1» 
exist  in  those  parts." 

Although  angling  for  striped  bass  arouses  a  high 
degree  of  enthusiasm,  particularly  when  it  is  pursued 
in  the  scientific  manner  that  is  practised  by  the 
members  of  the  bass  fishing  clubs  and  old-time 
anglers,  it  does  not  really  awaken  the  jesthetic 
emotions  which  fly-fishing  for  salmon  or  trout 
arouse. 

Bass  fishing  is  full  of  exciting  incidents  and  is 
replete  with  the  fierce  resistance  which  one  would 
naturally  expect  in  battling  with  the  giants  in  the 
thundering  surf  or  upon  the  ever-restless,  mighty 
ocean.  The  salmon  angler  pursues  his  sport  among 
scenes  which  are  replete  with  all  the  charms  that 
nature  so  bountifully  spreads  around  him. 

What  can  differ  more  from  "  the  stern  and  rock- 
bound  coast"  upon  which  the  huge  waves  are 
breaking  with  a  thunderous  roar  than  the  pic- 
turesque mountain  river,  whose  shores  are  covered, 
by  the  grand  old  forest  from  which  come  the  songs 
of  birds,  the  perfume  of  wild  flowers,  and  the 
delicious  aroma  from  the  balsams,  hemlocks,  and 
firs  which  permeates  the  entire  atmosphere. 

The  ever- varying  moods  of  the  water,  from  the 
dashing,  foaming  rapids  to  the  tranquillity  of  the 
deep  broad  pools  also  add  their  charms. 

Yes,  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  two ; 
but  the  bass  angler  is  very  often  as  enthusiastic,  as 
full  of  intense  devotion  to  his  sport,  as  is  his  brother 
of  the  angle,  who  casts  his  fly  for  princely  salmon  or 
beautiful  trout. 

To  be  sure,  casting  for  bass  is  one  thing  and  stQl- 
fishing  from  a  boat  is  quite  another,  and  this  method 
is,  by  force  of  circumstances,  the  only  one  that  is 
available  to  the  great  majority  of  anglers,  for  the 
best  near-by  stretches  of  rocky  shores  are  covered 
by  leases,  and  those  localities  are  shut  out  from  all 
who  are  not  members  of  the  controlling  clubs  ;  but 
still-fishing  may  be  pursued  everywhere  that  is 
accessible  by  boat,  and  one  sometimes  obtains  really 
good  sport  at  it  if  the  fish  are  biting  freely  and  are 
of  desirable  size. 

A  small  bass,  say  from  one  to  two  pounds  in 
weight,  does  not  really  give  very  much  more  play 
than  does  a  squeteague  of  equal  size,  but  if  light 
tackle  is  used  it  is  by  no  means  a  despicable  antago- 
nist, and  when  one  is  engaged  in  this  recreation  he 
never  knows  when  he  may  strike  a  large  fish,  for 
the  possibilities  that  are  likely  to  come  out  of  the 
depths  of  the  ocean  are  great  and  many. 

On  more  than  one  occasion  I  have  enjoyed  in  a 
high  degree  the  exhilarating  sport  I  obtained  in 
trolling  for  bass  with  squid,  artificial  minnow,  or 
spinning  spoon.  The  fish  takes  the  bait  with  con- 
siderable vigour  as  it  moves  through  the  water 
behind  the  sail-boat.  WTiile  it  is  not  as  fierce  a 
fighter  as  the  bluefish,  when  it  is  hooked  on  the 
troll  it  gives  very  lively  play,  and  if  the  fish  are 
fairly  abundant  two  or  three  rods  in  a  boat — and  I 
greatly  prefer  the  use  of  the  rod  to  the  hand-line — 
will  be  kept  steadily  employed. — A.  Samuels  in 
Shooting  and  Fishing  (U.S.A.); 


At  the  Goswick  stake-net  fi=hery,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tweed,  on  Wednesday  night,  Aug.  23,  an 
extraordinary  haul  of  salmon  was  got.  There  were 
landed  in  all  about  twenty  and  a  half  tons  of  fish. 
This  fishery  has  been  very  successful  during  the 
season.  A  fine  salmon  of  38^1b.  was  landed  by  the 
nets  on  the  Tweed  on  the  previous  morning. 
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NOTES  OF  A  HOLIDAY  ON 
THE  DEVEEON. 

I  SPENT  my  few  weeks'  holiday  this  year  fishing 
Bom^iiprivate  water  la  the  Deveron,  and  having  been 
persuaded  to  try  my  hand  with  a  Kodak,  I  have 
pleasure  in  sending  you  a  sample  of  my  first 
attempts.*    The  first  is  a  view  of  the  Deveron 


of  this  river,  which  I  have  fished  off  and  on  for 
forty  years.  From  what  I  gather  from  anglers  of 
wide  experience,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it  is  the 
best  trout  stream  in  Scotland.  I  know  it  from 
where  it  rises,  by  the  Buck  of  the  Cabrach,  till  it 
reaches  the  sea  at  "  The  Bonnie  Brig  o'.  BanfiE "  ; 
and  from  its  source  to  the  sea  it  is  the  ideal  trout 
river.  Its  course  on  the  whole  is  rapid,  and  there- 
fore more  caddis  or  Trichoptera  flies  are  generated 


I  am  not  sure  which  fly  the  Blue  Partridge  is 
meant  for,  but  I  think  it  is  the  Sand  Fly,  one  of 
the  Trichoptera ;  anyhow,  as  dressed  by  Walbran, 
Leeds,  it  kills  well  in  above  conditions.  In  last 
week  of  May  and  June  I  have  found  Jackson's 
May  Brown  (Walbran's  dressing)  also  kill  well. 
This  is  Foster's  Turkey  Brown, i  and  this  fly  also 
kills  well  on  Deveron  in  September  as  the  August 
Dun,  either  dressed  Jackson's  pattern  or  Foster's. 


Ph  to  by] 


Mouth  of  Isla,  Deveron. 


I  Keith. 


where  it  is  crossed  by  the  railway  ;  the  length  from 
this  point  to  its  junction  with  Isla,  a  mile  further 
down,  belongs  to  the  town  of  Huntly,  who  charge 
5s.  per  week  for  permission  to  fish  here  and  other 
waters.  The  swing-bridge  shown  crosses  the  river 
about  half  a  mile  down  at  a  rather  pretty  spot. 
Another  view  shows  Bridge  of  Marnoch,  some  eight 
milps  further  down.  The  road  to  it  follows  the 
river  the  whole  of  the  way,  and  I  do  not  think 


than  Duns ;  at  least,  this  is  my  experience.  I 
have  seen  a  cloud  of  Grannom  flies  in  the  Cabrach, 
driven  slowly  up  the  river  by  a  light  wind,  aa  thick 
as  flakes  in  a  snowstorm,  and  as  innumerable ;  the 
same  cloud  was  observed  at  Invermarkie,  six  miles 
further  down.  During  warm  evenings  and  nights 
there  is  such  a  rise  of  Trichoptera  they  become  a 
nuisance  to  the  angler:  it  is  not  nice  to  feel  their 
cold,  fat  bodies  going  down  the  back  of  one's  neck ! 


In  fact,  I  have  killed  more  trout  in  the  Cabrach  on 
the  August  Dun  in  September  than  with  all  the 
other  flies  on  my  casts.  You  will  observe  I  confine 
my  remarks  to  the  months  named,  but  from  all  I 
could  gather  from  other  anglers,  a  "  brown  "  fly  is, 
all  round,  the  deadliest  on  Deveron. 

Night  fishing  is  largely  practised  by  local  anglers 
in  warm  weather,  for  which  there  are  the  reasons 
that  most  of  them  have  no  time  to  fish  during  the 


there  is  another  river  in  Scotland  which  can  be 
compared  with  this  length  for  splendid  fishing 
water — pool,  stream,  and  rapids — or  for  pretty 
scenery.  But  it  is  all  in  private  hands,  and  is  only 
available  to  the  man  with  the  long  purse. 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  a  few  particulars 


*  The  photos  are  wonderfully  good  for  first 
attempts ;  I  give  i eproductions  of  two  of  them. 
—Ed. 


Bridge  op  Marnoch,  Deveron. 

The  stones  in  the  river  in  May  and  June  this  year 
were  covered  with  spots,  and  one  of  the  local 
anglers  was  surprised,  when  I  asked  him  to  pick  off 
one  of  these  "spots"  and  examine  it,  to  find  the 
larva  of  a  fly  inside  the  little  lump  of  sand  I  It 
can  readily  be  seen  that  this  class  of  fly  is  in- 
dispensable on  the  cast  of  the  wet-fly  fisher  in  the 
Deveron.  Even  in  bright,  hot  days  in  June  the 
Grannom,  Blue  Partridge  Hackle,  and  Gravel-bed 
Spider  will  kill  if  there  be  only  a  bit  of  a  breeze. 


day,  and  that  night  fishing  is  more  of  a  certainty 
than  any  other  style  of  angling  I  know.  Of  course, 
at  the  season  of  the  year  in  question,  the  nights  are 
never  quite  dark  in  that  latitude,  there  being  a  sort 
of  twilight  instead ;  so  the  native  takes  down  his 
two-handed  rod  from  its  perch  under  the  shed,  and 
squats  by  the  river  bank,  waiting  patiently  till  the 
midges  take  themselves  oS  and  the  caddis  flies 
make  their  appearance.  They  sit  low  down  by  the 
water's  edge  and  eagerly  scan  the  surface  in/tb9 
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deepening  gloom,  for  the  first  break  in  it,  showing 
the  beginning  of  the  rise  for  the  night.  Then  up  he 
starts,  and  away  goes  his  line,  with  its  large  flies 
and  strong  tackle,  over  the  rising  fish.  Then  the 
sport  begins,  and  some  splendid  trout  they  manage 
to  secure.  I  must  confess  myself  to  a  feeling  of 
revenge  in  being  able  to  drive  the  hook  into  the 
mouth  of  those  artful  whoppers  which  so  carefully 
avoided  all  lures  during  the  day.  It  may  not  be 
sportsmanlike,  but  one  does  as  they  do  in  Rome, 
and  it  is  human  nature  ! 

The  rise  often  only  lasts  a  few  minutes,  a  breath 
of  cold  wind  on  a  June  night  putting  a  stop  to  it 
like  a  shot ;  sometimes  when  the  night  is  cold  and 
there  is  even  the  slightest  wind,  there  is  no  rise  at 
all.  Before  I  left  this  year,  June  17,  the  nights 
were  so  light  that  fishing  was  as  little  successful  as 
during  the  day;  in  fact,  by  2  a.m.  it  was  broad  day- 
light. But,  sport  or  no  sport,  I  shall  ever  spend 
my  holidays  on  Deveronside,  for  my  heart  clings  to 
my  "  native river,  and  the  scenes  of  my  early 
efforts  with  bent  pin  and  string — "in  life's  morning 
march,  when  the  bosom  was  young."  I  may  add 
that  I  caught  an  eel  with  sunk  Olive  Dtm  lying  on 
bottom  of  river — fact.  Keith 

P.S. — As  regards  the  closing  of  the  free  water  in 
the  Cabrach  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  it  will  cause 
a  loss  to  the  farmers  and  others  in  the  district  who 
lodged  anglers  from  a  distance,  and  deep  regret  to 
those  who  have  spent  many  happy  hours  amongst 
the  hills  and  heather,  honest  anglers  who  highly 
valued  and  respected  the  privilege  of  enjoying  their 
sport  in  the  purest  and  most  bracing  of  airs  (or 
atmospheres).  Doubtless  the  wish  of  the  tenant 
of  the  Glen-Fiddoch  deer-forest  shooting  to  possess 
the  fishing  rights  also,  and  so  keep  away  possible 
poachers,  had  something  to  do  with  this  closing  to 
the  public,  but  there  were  certainly  other  causes 
sufficient  to  decide  the  Duke  to  take  this  course. 
There  is  a  saying  in  those  parts  that  "  the  salmon 
gang  up  to  the  Cabrach  by  the  water,  but  they 
come  doon  by  the  road" — very  expressive  and 
easily  understood.  One  dry  season, when  the  Deveron 
was  so  low  the  salmon  lay  in  the  pools  refusing 
to  look  at  any  kind  of  bait  or  lure,  a  man  came 
over  from  Dufftown  to  the  Richmond  Hotel  whilst 
we  anglers  were  all  out  on  the  river.  On  our  return 
he  showed  us  a  salmon,  Pome  81b.,  he  had  caught 
in  a  pool  not  many  yards  from  the  inn  door,  and, 
chaffing  us  at  "  not  knowing  how  to  fish,"  exhibited 
a  coarse-looking  artificial  minnow  with  which  he 
said  he  had  caught  it.  I  thought  it  a  likely  enough 
engine  for  the  purpose,  but  felt  quite  sure  the  fish 
had  never  had  it  in  his  mouth — we  were  all  of  the 
same  opinion.  Another  day,  I  think  it  was  in  the 
same  year,  one  of  our  number,  a  Lancashire  county 
magistrate,  was  fishing,:  and  came  upon  tH^ee 
Huntly  men  by  the  pool  of  Tomnaven ;  they  had 
caught  four  salmon,  and  hastened  to  show  the 
"magistrate"  the  Stewart  tackle  with  wlych  the 
capture  had  been  effected,  and  although  he  care- 
fully inspected  the  fish,  he  could  see  no  signs 
of  foul  hooking.  That  the  fish  were  poached 
there  is  no  doubt.  In  this  pool  the  poachers' 
usual  plan  was  to  get  two  or  more  of  their 
number  to  begin  at  the  bottom  of  the  pool 
throwing  stones  into  it,  and  working  upwards,  drove 
the  salmon  into  a  very  narrow  space  of  deep  water, 
where  they  lay,  in  the  low  state  of  the  river, 
practically  at  the  poachers'  mercy.  So  that  getting 
the  salmon  out  was  merely  a  matter  of  detail  to 
those  expert  hands.  Another  instance  of  the 
methods  used  by  poachers  was  related  to  me  by  a 
cousin  of  mine,  on  whose  farm  the  incident  took 
place,  and  who  witnessed  it.  Some  three  Huntly 
men  fished  honestly  for  a  while,  but  meeting  with 
no  success  '  stoned"  the  salmon  into  the  well- 
known  deep  run  and  resorted  to  the  "creeper"; 
they  caught  feven  fish  in  that  way.  The  chief 
offender,  a  friend,  by-the-bye,  of  the  "magistrate" 
referred  to,  and  who  believed  in  the  offender's 
"  unrivalled  skill  "  as  an  angler,  lives  in  Huntly. 
I  called  to  see  him  one  day,  and  observed, 
"  He  had  had  splendid  sport  amongst  the  salmon 
the  other  day."  "  Oh,  aye,  we  did  gey  well, 
seven  fish."  "  How  did  you  get  them — fly,  minnow, 
or  what  ?  "  I  asked.  "  Oh,  just  the  usual  wiy,"  he 
replied.  "  Your  ad  -  poacher,  friend  B."  "  Oh, 
weel,  ye  see,"  said  he  with  a  laugh,  "  they  w'u'dna 
tak'  either  flee  or  minnau,  an  we  hned  to  get  them 
Hometmy."  "  How  was  it  done  ?  "  "  Weel,  ye  see, 
there  wis  jist  ae  spot,  about  sax  inches  big,  on 
the  face  o'  the  rock,  an  if  ye  could  caat  yer  creeper 
to  hit  that  spot,  it  jist  fell  doon  rioht  upon  where  the 


fish  aye  lay,  an  ye  were  sure  to  get  ane.  Mon,  I 
lost  a  lot  o'  taikle  practeesin  that  cast !  For  if  ye 
dinna  hit  the  richt  spot,  yer  sure  to  get  stuck,  an' 
tyne  yer  taikle !  "  My  friend  B.,  like  most  people 
in  that  latitude,  considers  poaching  a  salmon  a  very 
venial  sin ;  in  fact,  it  is  in  the  blood  in  all  parts 
where  free  fishing  has  existed  from  time  immemorial. 
Yorkshire  Dalesmen,  for  instance,  take  badly  to  the 
modem  appropriation  of  their  trout  waters  by 
angling  clubs,  and  nets  are  not  unknown  during 
a  fresh  ;  I  have  seen  them  used  in  Wensleydale  my- 
self. If  I  were  to  put  down  here  what  I  have 
been  told  by  my  own  kinsfolk  of  the  shoals  of 
salmon  that  come  up  the  Deveron  during  a 
flood,  and  try  to  make  their  way  up  all  sorts  of 
small  brooklets,  where  they  are  caught  by  the  dozen 
by  all  sorts  of  means,  pitchforks,  stable-forks,  nets, 
etc.,  I  would  share  the  usual  fate  of  the  fishing  story 
teller,  so  I  shall  only  say  I  believe  them  myself  abso- 
lutely. However,  the  Cabrach  water  seems  closed  for 
good — or  bad — and  there  is  no  need  to  be  afraid  of 
giving  any  information  away,  so  I  may  say  I  have 
seen  the  "after  dark  "-  anglers  bring  in,  night  after 
night,  from  three  to  ten  or  a  dozen  trout  each, 
weighing  from  l|lb.  up  to  51b.  My  friend,  the  magis- 
trate, his  son  and  gillie,  were  most  successful  at 
this  style  of  angling,  which  was  to  spin  a  parr  tail 
on  a  large  "Chapman,"  with  grilse  tackle.  A 
Malloch  reel  was  used  for  casting;  the  line  was 
wound  up  after  each  cast,  and  when  a  trout  took 
the  bait,  he  had  just  to  come  along  and  get  hauled 
out.  It  had  to  be  ■perfectly  dark  for  this  method 
of  angling  to  succeed ;  the  least  gleam  of  light 
in  the  sky  was  fatal.  The  fish  caught  had  be- 
come almost  black  with  peat  water,  the  pools 
being  so  near  the  sources  of  the  Deveron  and  the 
Blackwater,  and  ugly  brutes  they  looked,  not  at  all 
like  brown  trout.  You  may  judge  of  the  number 
of  those  ugly  monsters  inhabiting  those  waters 
when  I  tell  you  those  catches  had  gone  on  for  six 
weeks  from  one  or  two  pools  only !  It  seems 
incredible,  but  I  saw  it  for  three  weeks,  and  my 
friends  had  been  there  three  weeks  before  I  came. 
A  farmer  told  me  the  trout  had  been  badly  killed 
off  and  much  spawn  destroyed  one  very  severe 
winter,  when  the  frost  held  three  months,  freezing 
the  burns  and  shallow  pools  so  hard  nothing  could 
live,  but  for  all  that,  and  the  great  number  of 
anglers  that  used  to  go  regularly  every  year,  the 
Cabrach  water  was  splendid  fishing,  and  very  many 
will  deeply  deplore  its  loss — myself  for  one. 


SALMON  AND  FEESHWATEE 
FISHEEIES  ACTS,  18G1  TO  1892. 


Unseasonable  and  Unclean  Salmon. 

The  Fishmongers'  Company  hereby  give  public 
notice  that  all  consignors,  consignees,  receivers  of, 
and  dealers  in  unseasonable  or  unclean  salmon — that 
is,  migratory  fish  of  the  genus  salmon,  including  sea- 
trout,  etc. — contravening  the  above-named  Acts, 
and  more  particularly  the  Act  entitled  "The 
Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries'  Act,  1892,"  will 
be  prosecuted. 

Sale  and  Exportation  of  Salmon  DuRiNa 
THE  Close  Season. 
To  Salmon  Ex2)orters,  Dealers,  Proprietors,  and 
Managers  of  Cold  Stores. 

Under  the  above  Acts  it  is  illegal  to  buy,  sell,  or 
expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  possession  for  sale,  or  to 
export,  any  salmon  or  part  of  any  salmon,  during 
the  close  season,  subject  to  certain  exceptions  and 
conditions. 

The  Fishmongers'  Company  hereby  give  notice 
that  in  order  to  avoid  delay  in  transit  of  salmon, 
trout,  or  char  for  exportation  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  close  season,  it  is  necessary  that  each 
package  should  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of 
origin  or  that  each  fish  should  bear  the  three  seals 
of  H.M.  Customs  or  the  Fishmongers'  Company. 
Frozen  salmon  bearing  the  seals  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company,  and  accompanied  by  certificates 
of  origin  visaed  by  a  French  Consul,  will  be 
accepted  by  the  French  Customs  on  importation 
during  the  close  season  (Oct.  1  to  Jan.  10,  both 
inclusive).  In  order  to  facilitate  the  sale  by  the 
trade  during  the  close  season  of  legally  caught 
salmon,  whether  British  or  foreign,  the  company  is 
now  prepared  to  receive  applications  for  the  sealing 
of  all  salmon  intended  for  sale  or  exportation 
during  the  close  season,  1905        Printed  forms  of 


application,  applicable  to  public  or  private  stores 
respectively,  and  all  information  can  be  obtained 
upon  application  to  J^  Wrench  Towse. 

Sale  op  Trout  and  Chae. 
Notice  is  hereby  given  that  under  the  provisions 
of  the  above  acts  it  is  illegal  to  buy,  sell,  or  expose 
for  sale,  or  have  in  possession  for  sale,  any  trout  or 
char,  between  the  second  day  of  October  and  the 
first  day  of  February  following,  both  inclusive, 
subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £1  for  every 
such  trout  or  char. 


The  Salmon  Fisheries. 
The  Marking  of  Salmon. 
Notice  to  Fishmongers. — Information  is  earnestly 
requested  concerning  every  marked  salmon  or  fish 
of  the  salmon  kind  (namely,  the  length,  weight, 
condition,  sex,  and  if  possible  the  date  and  place  of 
capture),  found  with  a  numbered  laljel  attached  to 
it.  Salmon  factors  and  fishmongers  are  requested 
to  kindly  forward  full  particulars,  accompanied  by 
the  label  cut  from  the  fish,  to  (and  for  which  a 
reward  will  be  sent) — 

(By  order)       J.  Wrench  Towse, 

Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Fishmongers. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge,  and 
24,  Charlotte-square,  Edinburgh. 
August,  1905, 


TEOUT    AND    TEUTH  IN 
THE  WELL. 


We  have  received  tho  following  accounts  from 
Dr.  Roberts,  of  Blaenau-Festiniog,  N.  Wales,  who 
takes  so  much  interest  in  local  angling  and  its 
improvement.  He  says  he  is  not  able  to  account 
for  a  discrepancy  in  the  accounts,  but  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  well  seems  to  be  established. 

"  July  20. 

"Dear  Dr.  Roberts, — I  went  yesterday  to 
Brynifan,  and  I  was  fortunate  to  get  the  three  men 
who  have  lived  at  Brynifan  during  the  life  of  the 
late  and  present  fishes'  lives.  I  went  over  the 
letter  and  got  their  affirmation  or  denial  of  the 
statements  made  therein. 

"The  first  fish  was  caught  by  j\Ir.  Jones. 
Br3mifan,  in  a  stream  close  by  and  brought  home 
in  his  pocket,  and  put  it  in  the  well  close  to  the 
house. 

"I  measured  the  well;  it  is  3ft.  6in.  long  and 
2ft.  Sin.  wide,  and  yesterday  the  water  in  it  was 
1ft.  2in.  deep.  Tliey  have  seen  it  2ft.  6in.  deep  at 
the  time  of  heavy  rain. 

"  The  fish  was  small  when  put  in,  and  when  it 
was  killed  it  was  from  \\h.  to  Jib.  It  was  killed 
by  a  slate  slab,  the  dairymaid  putting  the  slab 
edge  down  in  the  well  to  cool  in  order  to  j)ut  the 
butter  on  it.  It  fell  on  the  fish  and  killed  it  about 
1895,  after  living  in  the  well  for  about  twenty 
years  they  say,  and  not  thirteen  years  in  1893. 
There  is  no  knowledge  of  any  photo  taken  of  it. 

"The  well  has  never  been  known  to  be  frozen. 
They  took  the  fish  out  of  the  well  when  they 
cleaned  it. 

"Your  brother  put  his  finger  in  the  water  to 
tempt  the  fish  to  bite,  and  he  took  the  bait  and  bit 
it  very  badly ;  and  it  bled  much,  and  your  brother 
swore  at  him  like  a  trooper.  The  second  time  he 
came  there  he  put  tobacco  on  his  finger,  and  the 
fish  was  disappointed  with  the  bait.  It's  not 
known  that  he  bit  anyone  else.  At  certain  seasons 
(heading)  the  fish  looked  ugly,  but  at  oth»r  times 
he  looked  fairly  well,  but  not  as  plump  as  fish  in 
the  river.    The  gosling  story  is  a  myth. 

"He  was  a  savage  fish  and  always  killed  fish 
which  were  put  into  the  well,  even  fish  larger  than 
himself  he  would  kill.  The  music  story  they  could 
not  vouch  for,  but  they  knew  the  fish  at  times 
would  play  hide  and  seek.  The  fish  knew  the 
inmates  of  the  house  they  thought,  and  -would  feed 
out  of  their  hands.  The  frog  story  is  true,  they 
do  not  remember  about  any  sound  made  during 
the  fight.  The  fox  terrier  is  also  a  myth.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  present  tenant  of  the  well  he  is 
a  little  smaller  than  the  former  tenant,  has  been  in 
ten  years,  was  small  when  put  in.  I  took  him  out 
with  a  landing-net,  and  I  thought  he  would  weigh 
over  \\h.  He  was  quite  lively,  but  a  little  big 
towards  the  head  and  tapering  towards  the  tail. 
I  put  some  worms  into  the  well  after  putting  him 
back,  which  he  devoured  ravenously.    He  lives 
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principally  on  flies;  occasionally  they  hear  a 
splash  in  the  well  by  his  rising  to  his  natural  food 
(flies),  which  often  happens  at  dusk^ 

"The  present  was  taken  from  a  small  water- 
course running  down  to  the  Tryweryn  when  the 
fiflh  was  very  small.  My  impression  is  that  if 
food  was  supplied  to  him  regularly  he  would  be  as 
plump  as  ordinary  fish ;  they  take  no  trouble  to 
feed  him,  then  he  is  down  when  his  natural  food 
fails.  There  is  no  incident  in  the  history  of  the 
present  fish,  and  all  that  can  be  said  of  him  is  that 
he  is  a  much  more  decent  fellow  than  the  former 
tenant.  If  anything  more  comes  to  my  knowledge 
I  will  take  care  that  it  will  be  known  at  Plas- 
wanydd.  Kindest  regards  to  you  all, — Yours  very 
truly,  "Evan  Jones." 

"Re  Cakp  Fish  at  Bbynitan  Well.- 
"  This  fish  was  caught  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Brynifan, 
in  a  stream  close  by — caught  by  hand — put  in  his 
pocket,  and  when  he  reached  home  it  was  still 
alive,  and  he  placed  it  in  the  well  close  by  the 
house.  The  well  is  a  deep  and  capacious  one.  I 
was  going  there  in  1893,  and  the  fish  was  thirteen 
years  old  then.  It  was  caught  in  February.  The 
history  of  the  growth  of  the  fish,  I  fear,  I  could 
not  give  with  truth,  as  I  do  not  think  I  asked  every 
detail  on  this  point.  Professor  Reed,  of  Oxford, 
was  there  with  me,  and  he  wrote  a  full  account  of 
the  fish  and  his  captivity  to  a  journal,  and  if  I  can 
lay  my  hand  on  it  you  shall  get  it.  Mr.  G.  J. 
Williams,  now  H.M.  Inspector  of  Mines,  was 
also  there  and  took  photos  of  the  well  and  fish, 
and  he  would  be  the  one  for  you  to  get  minutiae 
about  the  matter.  Mr.  Jones  told  me  that  in  the 
winter  months,  when  the  well  was  nearly  frozen 
over,  he  used  to  come  out,  etc.  What  I  saw  is 
this,  and  I  will  take  my  oath  for  them.  My  first 
visit  I  examined  him  and  the  well,  and  fed  him 
with  bread  crumbs.  The  second  day  I  was  per- 
forming paracentesis  thoracis,  and  as  I  had  to 
trephine  the  rib  the  boy  was  a  long  time  under 
chloroform.  So  my  stay  there  was  of  long 
duration.  I  took  my  things  outside  to  clean,  etc., 
and  dipped  them  in  the  well,*  and  he  did  bite  me 
in  my  finger.  He  having  bit  many  a  one  so  they 
said.  Mr.  Jones  put  other  fish  with  him,  but  he 
killed  them,  every  supply  he  put.  The  fish  was  a 
very  ugly  one,  and  a  male  fish.j 

"I  fear  this  is  a  poor  specimen  of  him,  as  the 
cranial  part  was  huge,  and  big  thorax,  and  very 


narrow  at  the  tail  end  ;  indeed,  he  was  very  ugly, 
and  looked  quite  hydrocephalic.  I  saw  him  taking 
hold  of  a  small  gosling  and  got  him  into  the 
well,  but  whether  he  drowned  him  I  could  not  say. 
He  also  dragged  many  a  young  chicken  in.  It  was 
a  real  treat  to  see  him  feeding,  and  if  anyone  put 
his  hand  to  try  and  catch  him  he  would  attack 
them  surely,  and  then  shelter  in  a  cul  de  sac  in  the 
well.  I  was  told  he  would  come  out  of  the  well  if 
I  played  the  accordion  and  I  did  so  (my  brother 
related  this  to  me  years  ago),  and  in  and  ofE  he  was 
every  half  a  minute.- 

The  wife  and  servants  told  me  he  had  favourites, 
and  would  feed  from  their  hands.  This  I  did  not 
see.  Another  thing  told  me  was  that  a  large  frog 
was  put  in  the  well,  and  that  they  had  fought  for 
hours  and  he  killed  the  frog.  They  also  told  me 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  '  croaking '  from  both. 
I  heard  of  this  with  pike  in  ponds,  and  one  has  read 
about  it  in  periodicals.  The  history  of  behaviour 
of  pike  and  salmon  is  proverbial,  and  their  actions 
also,  so  why  cannot  a  humbler  specimen  of  the 
same  species  play  the  role  this  one  is  supposed  to 
have  done. 

"  I  suppose  to  account  for  the  abnormal  growth  of 
the  cranial  region  and  thorax  was  due  to  captivity. 
The  size  of  the  fish  in  1893  was  from  lOin.  to  U^in., 
and  I  should  say  would  have  weighed  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  pound.  I  am  no  judge,  but  you  can 
put  down  a  good  quarter.  The  colour  was  like  all 
river  trout  (black  on  the  dorsum),  and  the  skin 
very  rough  and  scales  large — indeed,  he  had  an 
unhealthy  form  in  him  all.  It  was  also  told  me 
that  little  Jim  (the  celebrated  fox  terrier)  and  he 

*  Not  a  very  proper  thing  to  do,  but  anti- 
Beptitism  was  not  observed  so  much  then. — Ed. 
■f  Can  wo  always  identify  a  male  trout  ? — Ed. 


were  great  friends,  and  that  Jim  did  feed  him,  but 
he  did  not  attack  Jim  when  he  drank  from  the 
well.-  This  is  true  for  me  to  notice  and  see  for 
myself.  If  I  do  not  find  the  periodical  with  the 
account  of  him  by  Prof.  Reed,  I  will  write  to  him 
and  ask  him  to  let  me  have  another,  or  a  letter  to 
confirm  what  I  say.  It  was  me  who  told  Mr.  G.  J. 
Williams  about  him,  as  he  was  making  surveys  of 
the  district  and  he  did  do  so,  as  I  saw  an  account 
of  it.  He  will  help  you  best.  Prof.  Reed  thought 
nothing  much  of  this  affair,  only  it  was  peculiar  in 
a  well,  and  he  said  a  lot  which  I  have  forgotten. 
The  above  is  my  brother's  statement  (Dr.  G.  J. 
Roberts).    "  Rj  R." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 

Beports  {to  ensure  inncrtion)  must  arrive  by 
first  jpost  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  heavy  rain 
of  the  week  has  not  apparently  made  much  differ- 
ence in  the  condition  of  the  river.  The  stream  is 
still,  slack,  and  at  Henley  on  Monday,  where 
the  great  International  Competition  will  be  held, 
there  ia  scarcely  any  stream  whatever.  Coll 
winds  at  night  have  rather  reduced  the  quality  of 
sport.  One  or  two  anglers  having  baited  up  barbel 
swims  at  Weybridge  hshed  for  a  whole  week  with- 
out any  result.  I  hear,  however,  that  a  roach  of 
1  lb.  4oz.  has  been  taken,  and  Mr.  Bearup  had  a 
trout  of  31b. ;  several  broam  up  to  31b.  each  have 
also  been  caught.  Bream  have  also  been  feeding  at 
Kingston,  Master  Crow  getting  one  of  31b.  Ooz. 
The  VValton  A.S.  has  just  held  a  punt  competition 
on  the  Thames;  Mr.  C.  Davey  won  the  fir.<t  pii/.e 
with  8J  ounces.  That  does  not  look  as  if  punt 
anglers  always  get  the  best  sport.  There  was  a 
letter  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  re  the  teador 
mouths  of  some  roach  and  bream  caught ;  I  caught 
s^me  fish  there  recently  and  noticed  the  same  thing 
— the  top  part  of  the  mouth  broken  away — and  my 
opinion  is  that  this  was  cau&ed  by  anglers  striking 
too  hard. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  recent  rain  has  greatly 
improved  the  condition  of  the  river,  which  at  the 
time  of  writing  is  running  a  nice  colour,  with  a 
very  fair  stream  ;  the  wind  however  has  been  very 
troublesome  to  anglers  during  the  last  few  days. 
Sport  has  been  quiet  during  the  week,  but  here  and 
there  some  good  bags  of  roach  have  been  caught, 
notably  one  of  241b.,  taken  by  two  anglers  fishing 
at  Shiplake.  Gudgeon  still  bite  freely,  and  several 
good  perch  have  been  caught.  The  prospects  for 
Sept.  4  are  much  more  promising  than  they  were 
a  week  ago,  and  given  a  quiet  day,  I  shall  expect 
to  hear  ot  a  lot  of  fish  being  caught  on  that  day. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Out  one  day  with  Mr. 
Tyler  and  friend,  13^1b.  of  nice  roach  and  dace. 
Another  two  days  wiih  Brothers  Hemmings,  201b. 
of  roach  and  dace.  One  day  with  Mr.  Taylor's 
two  children,  some  nice  roach,  two  of  them  over 
|lb.,  and  any  amount  of  gudgeon,  but  veiy  small. 
Two  or  three  days  the  storms  have  put  the  fish 
off  the  feed.  The  water  is  nicely  coloured. — H. 
Herbert. 

Thames  (Weybridge). — The  fishing  here  has 
been  so  indifferent  during  the  early  part  of  the 
season  that  I  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to 
send  you  reports  ;  there  has  been  some  improvement 
this  week,  M!r.  Banister  having  taken  one  jack,  one 
barbel  and  a  roach  of  l|lb.,  besides  smaller  ones,  in 
two  hours'  fishing,  and  Mr.  Demeene  a  brace  of  nice 
chub,  weighing  31b,  6oz.  and  21b.  6|^oz.  Mr.  Bearup, 
fishing  with  T.  Strudwick  (fisherman),  had  five 
barliel,  weighing  17lb.,  and  H.  Cuir  (fisherman), 
with  different  gentlemen,  roach,  dace,  a  few  bream, 
and  barbel. — Chas.  A.  Shaylor. 

Avon  (Bingwood). — This  river  is  now  in  very 
good  condition  for  roach  fishing.  Mr.  T.  Buckley 
during  four  days'  fishing  caught  nearly  3cwt.  of 
roach,  dace,  and  chub,,  tue  largest  roach  just  21b. 
The  same  gentleman  also  got  some  very  nice  perch 
up  to  2^\h.  Several  other  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  had  very  good  sport. — M.  W.  Hayter. 

Cornish  tftreams. — There  has  been  a  decided 
temporary  improvement  in  the  rivers,  but  hardly  a 
corresponding  improvement  in  sport.  On  the  Fowey 
a  few  peal  have  been  caught,  and  several  picked  up 
dead.  The  Camel  has  been  giving  fair  sport,  better 
perhaps  than  for  any  previous  part  of  the  season. 
But  nothing  is  doing  in  the  Lynher  or  Tamar.  Trout 
fishing  is  fair,  and  September  is  often  a  good  month, 
but  iew  rods  go  in  for  this  sport  after  the  festival  of 
St.  Partridge. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnqs  and  District). — The  water  rose 
considerably  on  Monday,  Aug.  28,  but  it  quickly 
receded.    Fishing  has  been  somewhat  quiet  and  few 


good  "  takes "  are  reported.  The  netting  season 
has  now  stopped,  and  the  rods  now  hope  to  have  a 
better  time.  The  season  for  nets  has  varied  a  good 
deal.  At  the  early  part  of  the  season  the  Totnes  Weir 
fishermen  had  a  good  time,  but  lower  reaches  did  not 
come  up  to  the  usual  standard.  Towards  the  close, 
however,  some  splendid  fish  were  caught  down  the 
stream,  and  fewer  fish  came  into  the  higher  waters. 
Reviewed,  generally,  however,  the  season  has  been 
an  average  one.  A  good  many  fish  are  reported  on 
the  moor,  and  peal  have  gone  up  as  the  result  of 
the  rain.  Baskets  ranging  from  a  couple  of  brace 
to  two  dozen  have  been  had  by  Messrs.  M.  Revell, 
H.  Full,  and  E.  Distin,  whilst  Mr.  Wright,  of  Buck- 
fastleigh,  has  had  several  fine  dishes. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  fCnmberland). — It  is 
due  to  those  anglers  not  resident  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Derwent,  who  turn  to  the  report  under  this 
heading  to  gain  an  idea  of  what  salmon  prospects 
are,  to  explain  that  my  statement  last  week  of 
twenty-five  salmon  having  been  caught  in  one 
draught  of  the  nets  at  Salmon  Hall  was  incorrect. 
The  information  came  to  me  from  such  a  trust- 
worthy quarter  that  I  never  doubted  its  accuracy, 
and  therefore  did  not  verify  it.  But  the  number 
taken  was  only  five.  The  discrepancy  is  considerable, 
and  as  the  mistake  has  caused  annoyance  to  Head 
Bailiff  Richardson,  I  hasten  to  put  the  matter  right. 
There  has  not  been  much  doing  this  week,  and  one 
is  bound  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  stock 
of  salmon  is  not  yet  large.  Mr.  J.  Thompson  had  a 
fish,  231b.,  with  fly,  at  Cockerraouth,  and  Mr.  J.  L. 
Yeowart  landed  a  grilse,  61b.,  with  fly,  at  Marron 
Foot  on  the  Association  water.  Sport  among  white 
trout  and  sea-trout  has  been  disappointing  this 
week — probably  ,  on  account  of  the  cold  winds. — 
Black  To.m  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  recent  rain  has 
cleared  many  of  the  rivers  that  were  becoming  foul, 
and  this  has  been  most  welcome.  In  the  Avon 
near  Loddiswell,  Commander  F.  H.  Eagles,  of 
Kingsbridge,  killed  a  3lb.  trout  which  was  in 
good  condition.  The  Torrid  ge,  Okement  and  Lew 
have  risen  very  much  and  fish  are  taking  the 
mirmow  best.  Peal  are  reported  on  the  move,  and 
some  good  baskets  of  ttout  have  been  had  by 
wormers.  Some  fair  dishes  have  been  had 
on  the  Carey,  on©  angler  having  a  dozen  nice  trout. 
The  stream  has  risen  and  is  in  better  condition. 
An  amusing  capture  was  recently  made  by  an 
Exeter  constable,  who  essayed  to  "  catch "  some 
poachers  on  the  Exe.  Being  suspicious  he  searched 
a  man,  and,  to  his  delight,  found  a  salmon-peal 
over  a  foot  in  length  in  the  leg  of  the  man's 
trousers,  hanging  from  the  braces  by  a  shojstring  ! 

 DEVONLi^N. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  is  now  in  good 
trim  for  the  fly.  The  brooks  are  also  in  equally 
good  fettle.  We  have  heard  of  good  sport  having 
been  had  of  late — since  the  recent  rains — especially 
on  the  smaller  streams. — Foster  Bros. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  general  trout 
fishing  has  not  been  above  the  average  in  the  Exe 
and  tributaries,  the  water  being  low  and  somewhat 
stale.  Several  salmon  have,  I  hear,  been  removed 
from  the  lower  parts  of  the  river  with  a  view  to 
improve  matters,  and  a  good  flood  would  be 
welcomed  by  all  anglers.  Perch,  roach,  and  a  few 
eels  have  been  caught  near  Exwick,  at  Cowley,  and 
close  to  St.  David's  Station.  The  canal  fish  are  now 
in  evidence.  Perch  and  tench,  the  latter  up  to  2Jlb. 
each,  have  been  caught  above  Countess  Weir  with 
sweet  paste  and  worms.  There  are  now  two  good 
fishing  boats  available  at  Topsham  Locks  at 
moderate  charges  upon  appfication  to  Mr.  Warner, 
or,  in  his  absence,  his  son.  At  Exmouth  the  boats 
last  week  did  well — one  day  120  bass,  averaging 
21b.  each,  were  caught,  and  mullet  and  smelt  are 
being  had  in  fair  numbers. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  rough  and  unsettled 
weather  has  prevented  a  good  many  anglers  trom 
venturing  out,  and  spox't  has,  in  the  circumstances, 
again  been  quiet.  A  few  good-sized  roach,  dace, 
and  perch  have  been  caught  this  week  in  the  upper 
waters,  excellent  roach  being  basketed  at  Ware, 
while  at  Hertford  an  angler  has  landed  a  brace  of 
perch  of  over  31b.  Last  week  several  fine  bream 
were  taken  in  these  waters,  a  4-pounder  being  met 
with  below  the  lock.  This  weeiv's  refreshing  rains 
ought  to  improve  sport,  and,  given  fine  weather, 
the  roach-angler  should  be  rewarded  this  week-ead. 
No  satisfactory  sport  is  reported  from  the  Lea 
tributaries. — Izaak  Walton. 

L  igg  uid  Axrow  (Iteomxiistiir). —  Both  streams 
are  running  coloured  and  have  risen  several  inches. 
The  heavy  rain  during  the  last  few  days  has  greatly 
improved  the  water.  The  grayling  have  been 
moving  better  at  the  fly,  and  before  the  rain  there 
were  some  very  nice  lots  of  fish  landed.  Trout  are 
feeding,  but  no  good  lots  have  been  landed  this 
week.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  accounted  for  some 
good  trout. — Gwynne. 
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LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  AND 
CALEDONIAN  RAILWAYS 


ROYAL  MAIL 

CORRIDOR  TRAINS, 

WEST  COAST 

LUNCHEON,  TEA,  AND 

ROUTE. 

DINING  CARS. 

Quickest  Train  Serviee  London,  Birmingham,  Bristol,  Liverpool, 
and  Manchester  to  Glasgow  (Central). 


ADDITIONAL  AND  ACCELERATED  TRAINS,  JULY,  AUGUST, 
AND  SEPTEMBER,  190S. 


A 

B 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

London  (Euston)      ...  . 

.  dep. 

5  15 

9  55 

10  0 

10  0 

10  S 

11  30 

2  0 

7  45 

8  0 

8  50 

11  35 

11  50 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a.m. 

Edinburgh  (Princes  St.)  .. 

.  arr. 

3  0 

6  10 

6  15 

7  55 

10  30 

6  40 

7  35 

7  50 

Glasgow  (Central)   

3  0 

6  is 

7  55 

10  20 

6  25 

Greenock   

4  20 

1-5 

7  3 

9  18 

11  8 

Sd  1 

9  49 

Gourock  

4  34 

7  15 

9  33 

ll  22 

8o  18 

9  10 

Oban   

9a  5 

4  45 

8  SO 

12  0 

2o"io 

Perth   

5  30 

s 

CO 

< 

8"o 

12  25 

4  40 

5  20 

8  35 

8d  50 

Inverness,  via  Dunkeld  .. 

3 

-<! 

Sc  10 

9  8 

1  50 

Dundee  

7b  is 

o 

i'io 

1  5 

eh 

9d  45 

Aberdeen   

9  5 

10  20 

3  S 

7  IS 

lld25 

Ballater  

OQ 

a 

en 

a 

So  55 

9  45 

2  0 

Inverness,  via  Aberdeen .. 

3 

7o  35 

12  5 

6  0 

PS 

eS 

A — ^Passengers  by  the  7.45  p.m.  from  Enston  will  arrive  at  Inverness  at  8.35  a.m.  up  to  August 
14th.   This  Train  does  not  run  on  Saturday  nights. 

B — Saturdays  excepted. 

a — Arrives  Oban  7.30  p.m.  on  Fridays,  b — Arrives  Dundee  (West)  6.50  p.m.  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  c— Sundays  excepted,  d — On  Sunday  morning  arrive  Greenock  8.15  a.m.,  Perth  8.45 
a.m.,  Dundee  9.15  a.m.,  and  Aberdeen  11.30  a.m. 

A  Special  Train  will  leave  Euston  at  6.20  p.m.  up  to  August  14th,  Saturday  and 
Sunday  nights  excepted,  for  the  conveyance  of  horses  and  private  carriages,  to  all  parts 
of  Scotland.    A  carriage  for  the  conveyance  of  dogs  will  be  attached  to  this  Train. 
For  further  particulars  see  the  Companies'  Time  Tables,  Guides,  and  Notices. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  &  N.  W.  Railway. 
K.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 

JiilT/,  1905. 


14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool 

(The  original  tyers  of  Floating  Flies). 

Special  Patterns  copied  to  onkr.    Holland's  FloatlnK  Flies  arc  utill  ghinx  natinfaction.  Why! 

BecauRc  they  are  made  under  the  flirection  of  a  l-'lv  Ki"li>'i  iir;tii  witli  ov«-r  ill  years' exi,enen':e.  \\>;  know  what 
class  of  Flies  you  want.  Try  them !  The  Halford  Series  of  Files  niat';hc<l  »itr«(  from  nature.  Tho 
greatest  triumph  in  Fly  Dressinn.  These  Fl>i:»  will  kill  when  all  others  fail.  Use  the  cornet  imitation  of  the 
natural  fly  on  the  water  and  you  will  kill  your  fish  every  time.   They  are  worth  a  trial. 

SPECIAL  FLY  FISHING  CASTS  AND  POINTS.         OUT  A  SPECIALITY. 
We  are  now  booking  orders  for  these  Flies.    Full  details  on  application.   Avoid  dUajipointment.  Amateur 
Fly  Dressers'  Jlcquisites.    Heleeted  Hackles  on  Skins  or  Loose,    I>yed  ItMkleil  of  all  sha<Ie8.   Olives,  etc.  Wool, 
Fur,  Mohair.  Condor,  Peacock  Quills,  etc.    Hooks,  Silk,  Wax;  all  at  very  reasonable  prices,   Gut  LM  and  Cata- 
logue on  application.   Include  poBtaye. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  GORDON  HOTELS. 


GRAND  HOTEL  . 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  & 
WHITEHALL  ROOMS  ■ 
HOTEL  VICTORIA 
GROSVENOR  HOTEL  . 
FIRST  AVENUE  HOTEL 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  • 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■ 


LONDON. 
}  LONDON. 

LONDON. 
LONDON. 
LONDON. 
BRIGHTON. 
FOLKESTONE. 


BURLINGTON  HOTEL  EASTBOURNE. 
GLIFTONVILLE  HOTEL  MARGATL 
GRAND  HOTEL •     •  BROADSTAIRS 
LORD  WARDEN  HOTEL  DOVER. 
ROYAL  PIER  HOTEL    RYDE,  i.  OF  W. 
HOTEL  ROYAL  •      •  DIEPPE. 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■  MONTE  CARLO 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  .  CANNES. 
Renowned  for  Good  Management,  Moderate  Charges, 

Tariffs  on  application  to  the  Managers, 

ILit  d. 


GORDON  HOTELS, 


PLEASE  PASTE  THIS  REMINDER  UP  IN  YOUR  OFFICE. 

rRagazlnes  Tor  our  Bluejackets. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  begs  to  remind  Publishers  of  Magazines  and 
others  that  parcels  of  "  done  with  "  magazines  which  are  sent  Carriage  Paid  to 

Miss  AGNES  E.  WESTON,  Royal  Sailors'  Rest,  Devonport, 

are  forwarded,  free  of  charge  for  freight,  to  H.M.  Ships  on  Foreign  Stations  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  are  considered  a  very  great  boon  by  our  Bluejackets. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  feels  sure  that  many  Publishers  of  Magazines 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  at  a  small  expenditure  for  carriage  of  parcels  to  Devonport 
such  great  delight  can  be  distributed  all  over  the  world  to  the  crews  of  our  shipa 
of  war. 


P. 


D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Hajmfactiirer  o[  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  f  orld. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Oanti 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft,  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  la  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Loohs  In  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


IVIalloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

43  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvelloua.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T  P  R  writes  •  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line— In  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  tatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

K.  M.  K.C.,  writes :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  1  used 
to,  until  i  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  : 
bad  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


'  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
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Nene  (Feterborongh). — Angling  operations  still 
continue  fairly  good,  and  some  excellent  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  G.  Cole,  Peter- 
borough, caught  about  -three  stone  of  bream,  the 
heaviest  weighing  51b. ;  Mr.  F.  Peaks  had  the  good 
luck  to  bag  about  three  stone  of  roach,  besides  a 
fine  tench  scaling  2^1b. ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Pepple  landed 
a  nice  quantity  of  bream ;  and  a  chub  weighing 
31b.  9oz.  was  secured  by  Mr.  A.  Milford. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry)  — The  several  days  of 
real  good  heavy  rain  we  have  had  has  had  a  very 
beneficial  eftect  on  the  river  here,  as  it  is  now  a 
first-rate  colour,  and  the  weeds  have  had  a  good 
sweep  down.  Roach  have  been  the  principal  takes 
during  the  week,  the  largest  scaling  1  lb.  I3oz.  The 
outlook  for  the  week-end  is  very  good  as  regards 
angling. — A.  Scabd. 

Flymontli. — Telegrams  from  the  keeper  report 
the  rivers  in  good  condition.  Several  peal  and 
salmon  have  been  caught  on  the  Tavy.  The  rain 
that  we  have  had  has  freshened  the  rivers,  and 
made  the  fish  move.  I  have  also  good  reports 
of  nice  baskets  of  trout  on  the  Cad  and  Dart. — 
William  Heardeb. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — Owing  to  heavy  storms 
the  river  is  at  present  high  and  discoloured,  and 
consequently  fly  fishing  is  at  a  standstill.  On  the 
other  hand  anglers  with  maggot  and  worm  have 
been  fairly  successful,  some  good  baskets  of  roaoh^ 
and  other  coarse  fish  having  been  obtained.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  before  the  river  had  risen  to 
any  extent,  pike  fishing  with  Uve  bait  yielded  sport, 
but  on  the  whole  the  unsettled  weather  has 
interfered  with  fishing  generally. — Hafben. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — All  these  rivers  were  much  benefited  by 
some  smart  showers  of  rain  at  the  close  of  last 
week,  and  good  sport  was  had,  especially  on 
Saturday,  with  all  kinds  of  fish  found  in  these 
rivers,  and  amongst  them  were  some  very  fair-sized 
pike  from  the  Vyrnwy.  On  Saturday  a  large 
number  of  visitors  from  Oldham  paid  their  annual 
visit  to  this  neighbourhood  to  spend  their  holidays, 
or,  as  it  is  termed,  their  "  Wakes  week,"  but  the 
weather  was  most  unpropitious  for  them  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday  as  it  rained  almost  incessantly,  so 
much  so  that  these  rivers  have  all  been  more  or  less 
flooded,  and  angling  rendered  well-nigh  impossible, 
but  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night)  there 
is  every  appearance  of  a  change  for  the  better  in 
the  weather. — Vybnwy. 

Snssex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Rain 
has  fallen  heavily  during  the  week,  both  streams 
and  rivers,  which  were  low  and  bright,  have  felt  the 
benefit.  Some  very  fair  bags  of  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  Adur,  Mr.  C.  Kempshall,  91b. ;  Mr. 
G.  King,  71b. ;  Mr.  F.  W.  King,  351b. ;  Mr.  G.  Elsey 
secured  a  carp  of  2^1b. ;  and  among  the  catch  of  Mr. 
Kempshall  was  a  roach  of  IJlb.,  an  excellent  speci- 
men from  this  water.  A  few  good  roach  are  notified 
from  the  Ouse,  but  from  the  Cuckmere  there  is 
nothing  of  interest  to  note.  The  Canal  at 
Chichester  has  been  well  patronised,  and  sport 
has  been  up  to  the  average.  Mr.  H.  Bugden,  fishing 
by  lamphght  on  Saturday  night,  captured  thirty- 
two  bream,  some  few  of  over  21b.,  and  a  nice  eel 
computed  at  41b.  Mr.  E.  H.  Jacobs,  on  Monday 
evening,  took  a  nice  bream  of  S^lb.  A  perch  of 
21b.  loz.  was  taken  by  a  visitor  in  the  Birdham 
water  below  the  lock,  and  several  bream  up  to  2|lb. 
Smaller  fish  are  taken  wholesale.  Mr.  Greenger 
recently  captured  a  nice  bream  from  the  basin  of 
over  21b.  Small  bass  are  plentiful  in  Chichester 
harbour,  but  average  under  1  lb.  A  couple  of  big 
fish  were  hooked,  but  broke  away. — Geoege  F. 
Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — A  great  quantity  of  rain 
has  fallen,  and  river  high,  but  by  end  of  week 
(Sept.  2)  wiU  be  in  grand  order  for  angling.  This 
spate  is  just  what  was  wanted,  as  the  nets  being  off 
for  the  season  there  is  no  impediment  for  a  grand 
run  of  fish.  Sport  must  be  excellent  for  the 
remaining  months.  Two  salmon  have  also  been 
caught  up  to  101b.,  and  many  seen.  Several  sewin 
had  up  to  41b.,  and  others  unfortunately  lost.  Trout 
have  been  taking  fairly  well,  and  some  good  baskets 
up  to  4Alb.  caught,  largest  fish,  21b.  and  1  lb.  6oz. 
—Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — At  present  the  river  is  quite 
out  of  order  for  fly,  but  a  good  deal  of  the  colour  is 
surface  water,  and  if  it  takes  up  clear  the  rivers 
should  be  in  order  again  by  Monday  next.  Before 
August  29  the  fish  were  well  on  the  move,  especially 
grayling,  and  a  good  number  of  anglers  were  out, 
and  some  very  nice  lots  have  been  landed  with  the 
fly.  At  the  end  of  last  week,  on  the  Burway  water, 
some  good  grayling  were  caught  with  Silver  Twist 
and  August  Dun.  The  Oakley  Park  pool  was  fished 
at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  some  vory  fine  tench 
landed.  In  the  water  below  Ludlow  good  dishes  of 
trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught  with  fly,  and 
sport  has  been  good  with  wasp  grub. — T.  Ludlow. 


Torcroaa  Ley. — I  have  not  sent  any  accoiint  of 
the  fishing  since  July  22  because  every  boat  has 
been  engaged  since,  and  every  bed  in  the  hotel 
has  been  occupied  as  well — in  short,  we  have  been 
crammed  with  visitors,  and  a  large  number  have 
been  refused.  Mr.  Salisbury  and  son  have  arrived 
again,  and  have  had  good  sport  with  the  perch  and 
rudd.  Their  catches  are  as  follows  : — Aug.  18,  232 ; 
19th.  270;  21st,  222;  22nd,  190;  23rd,  230.  Total 
for  five  days,  1144,  with  two  rods.  Many  of  the 
rudd  weighed  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  Dr.  Durrant,  of 
Market  Harborough,  fished  for  specimen  fish  only 
during  the  month  he  spent  liere,  and  he  caught  a 
good  number  from  1  lb.  to  21b.  each.  Dr.  Devis, 
of  Bristol,  has  been  here  a  fortnight,  and  fished  for 
rudd  every  day.  He  caught  a  very  fine  lot  of  rudd 
every  evening,  the  largest  scaling  21b.  2oz.  Mr. 
Miller  and  Mr.  Bosselier  have  been  here  nearly  a 
month,  and  fished  for  porch  and  rudd  almost  every 
day.  They  caught  a  great  many  good  rudd  in  the 
evenings,  scaling  from  1  lb.  to  IJlb.  Mr.  Frank  Gray 
has  been  here  a  fortnight,  and  has  fished  for  perch 
and  rudd  every  day.  He  caught  some  fine  rudd 
while  here,  and  he  has  sent  three  of  them  to  Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Sons,  Radnor-street,  to  be  set  up.  Mr. 
Coulby  and  his  little  boy,  of  Nottingham,  have 
fished  ten  days,  and  caught  a  large  number — 211 
on  Aug  28,  and  many  of  them  good  fish.  The  Rev. 
A.  T.  Asher  and  Mr.  Holden,  of  Guildford,  have 
been  here  only  a  few  days,  and  they  are  also  having 
very  good  sport.  The  bay  is  full  of  mackerel,  and 
the  hookers  are  having  a  fine  time,  catching  hundreds 
per  boat  every  day. — Wm.  Vickeby. 

Txei^t  (Newark). — Heavy  rains  have  brought 
on  a  rise  of  water  in  ^the  liver,  and  has  thrown 
barbel  oft  the  feed.  This  is  unfortunate,  for  never 
were  there  brighter  prospects  of  a  good  season,  and 
a  baiting-up  of  swims  will  be  necessary  before  sport 
may  be  anticipated.  Prospects  of  more  showers 
are  apparent.  Mr.  Councillor  Slater  followed  up 
his  big  take  of  Aug.  28  with  forty-two  on  Aug.  29  ; 
he  also  had  thirty-five  on  Aug.  24,  thirty-two  on 
Aug.  25,  and  nine  on  Aug.  26.  This  gives  a  total  of 
214  for  the  five  days,  that  gentleman  not  fishing 
on  Wednesday,  and  shows  that  the  gsod  old  Trent-, 
i?  yet  capable  of  returning  good  sporb  in  the  Newark 
district.  From  the  Collingham  water  just  below 
several  fair  fish  have  been  bagged,  and  also  from 
the  Muskham  length  and  other  sections  of  the  river 
in  this  locality,  and  had  the  water  kept  low  and 
fine  marvellous  sport  appeared  ia  store.  A  lot  of 
nice  dace  have  been  shown  at  the  club  room  (best, 
9oz.)  by  Mr.  G.  Bristow,  but  other  varieties  have 
failed  to  come  to  the  landing-net. — Tbentsider. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbonring 
Rivers. — The  Tyne,  on  Aug.  27,  rose  several  feet 
which  created  a  very  heavy  run  of  fish.  The  net 
fishermen  of  the  Tyne,  up  to  Aug.  28,  had  the 
worst  season's  experience  for  the  last  forty  years ; 
however,  they  are  under  most  favourable  circum- 
stances, making  good  their  last  few  remaining  days 
of  the  net  season,  which  closes  Aug.  31.  Mr.  G. 
Forester,  Newburn,  fifty-eight  salmon  between  4 
and  8  o'clock  Tuesday  morning,  the  largest  haul 
they  have  ever  had  at  one  time,  in  addition  twenty- 
two  grilse  and  seventy-four  trout  were  landed  ;  on 
Monday  morning  fifteen  salmon,five  grilse,  seventeen 
trout,  and  later  in  the  day  eight  salmon,  five  grilse, 
and  113  trout,  the  total  yield  for  day  and  night, 
eighty-one  salmon,  thirty-two  grilse,  and  204  trout. 
Mr.  George  Forster  had  another  boat  further  do-wn 
the  river,  who  got  ten  salmon,  sixteen  grilse,  and 
several  trout,  at  one  tide  on  Monday  night.  Messrs. 
T.  Forster's  fishery  at  Ovingham  had  also  a  good 
catch  on  Monday,  when  fifty  salmon,  twenty  grilse, 
about  fiif  ty  trout  were  netted.  I  am  pleased  to  say 
on  Aug.  27  there  was  a  very  heavy  run  of  salmon 
up  the  Tyne,  and  with  the  continuance  of  the  big 
water,  no  doubt  fish  -will  be  found  well  up  both  the 
North  and  South  Tjme  ;  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
river  is  running  too  thick  for  rod  fishing.  The 
Coquet,  through  the  rains  of  Aug.  25  to  Aug.  27, 
rose  four  feet  which  put  the  waiting  fish  fairly  on 
the  move,  and  no  doubt  when  the  water  settles 
good  fishing  will  be  experienced  on  the  whole  of  the 
river.  I  have  some  friends  going  up  on  Sept.  2, 
and  they  are  leading  off  with  Mallard  and  Claret, 
Jock  Scott,  and  Wilkinson. — Hy.  A.  Morton. 

Usk  (Usk). — After  the  recent  rain  the  river  rose 
considerably  last  week,  and  has  been  in  capital 
order  since  the  beginning  of  the  week,  although 
there  has  not  been  much  sport.  The  follo-wing  are 
successes  reported — Aug.  23,  Major  Trevor,  one, 
121b.,  in  the  Bindings ;  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Rowlands, 
two,  one  of  351b.,  the  largest  caught  on  the  Usk 
this  season ;  Aug..  28,  Mr.  J.  G.  Davies,  one,  101b., 
in  the  Bindings  ;  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Mordaunt,  one,  9 Jib., 
in  Batt's  Hole;  Mr.  Pyeman,  one,  on  the  upper 
water.  Remarkable  to  relate  at  this  time  of  the 
year  there  are  no  botchers  about. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — On  Aug.  24  a  bream 
of  51b.  was  taken,  the  best  of  the  season  here  so  far, 
also  some  fair  general  bags,    Bream  are  taking 


more  freely  to-day  (Wednesday)  than  when  the 
cold  winds  sot  in. — H. 
Wye    and    Derwent   (Derbyshire). — Up  to 

Aug.  25,  these  rivers  were  in  good  order  for 
the  fly,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  both  trout  and 
grayUng  were  obtained,  the  Wye  yielding  from 
three  to  five  brace  per  rod.  Also  the  Derwent, 
especially  the  Chatsworth  portion  of  this  river, 
affording  very  good  sport,  one  gentleman  getting 
into  double  figures  on  one  or  two  occasions.  The 
Darleydale  Club's  water,  too,  has  afforded  its 
members  much  better  sport;  but  heavy  rain  fell 
early  on  Saturday  morning,  Aug.  26,  and  put  a  stop 
to  fly  fishing;  rain  has  fallen  every  day  since,  so 
that  fly  fishing  on  the  Derwent  has  been  at  a 
discount.  A  few  bottom  fishermen  have  been  out, 
but  very  few  fish  taken,  being  dead  off  the  feed. 
The  prospect  now  is  better  after  these  freshes,  and 
if  ho  more  rain  falls  the  water  will  be  in  order  by 
Saturday  (Sept.  2).  Useful  flies  are  the  Ash  Dun, 
Golden  Dun  Midge,  Cooper's  Fancy,  August  Dun, 
Orange  Dun,  and  Little  Pale  Blue. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Torks). — Heavy  rains  are  now  a  daily  occur- 
rence, and  our  rivers  are  running  bank  full,  more 
particularly  of  course  the  lower  reaches  ;  it  is  only 
on  the  shallows  and  eddies  that  the  fish  can  bo 
found.  Nowadays  the  upper  waters  quickly  run 
in  and  as  quickly  rise  again.  The  resident  anglers 
are  therefore  having  the  best  of  sport.  In  the 
upper,  J.  Blades,  myself  and  one  of  my  boys  fished 
the  Yore  on  Aug.  28,  from  Bainbridge  to  Hawes, 
we  found  it  very  liigh,  but  by  dint  of  sticking 
to  it  we  fiUed  a  pannier  with  good  trout.  Wo 
found  them  take  the  natural  minnow  better  than 
anything  else  we  offered  them.  I  met  several  of 
the  local  hands  who  were  worming,  but  they  had 
not  had  very  good  sport.  Some  very  nice  sport 
amongst  the  trout  and  grayling  has  been  met 
-with  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon  -with  worm 
and  minnow.  The  Wharfe  has  been  fairly  high. 
At  the  commencement  of  this  week  the  river 
was  highly  coloured.  Some  nice  panniers  of  fish 
have  been  got  at  Appletreewick,  Burnsall,  and 
Ilkley.  In  the  lower  reaches  sport  amongst  the 
coarse  fish  has  been  fair,  some  very  nice  catches  of 
mixed  fish  being  caught  at  Pool,  Woodhall,  Col- 
hngham,  and  Tadcaster.  The  River  Nidd  has 
been  in  fair  trim,  some  nice  trout  and  grayling 
have  been  caught  in  the  upper  reaches.  On 
Sept.  28  some  very  nice  sport  was  met  with 
at  Ribston  and  Walshford  ;  a  fine  trout  of  2Jlb.  was 
caught  with  the  maggot.  With  the  recent  heavy 
rains  the  River  Ouse  has  been  poisoned,  especially 
in  the  lower  reaches,  from  the  sewage  emptied  from 
the  Rivers  Aire  and  Calder.  At  Goole  and  other 
places  the  colour  of  the  water  has  been  black,  and 
the  smell  has  been  obnoxious.  The  salmon  fishery 
at  Goole  has  been  stopped,  though  at  present  few 
salmon  have  been  turned  up.  Hundreds  of  eels  and 
other  fish  have  been  taken  out  in  a  djdng  condition. 
It  was  a  sight  to  see  close  on  1000  fishermen  wend- 
ing their  way  through  the  streets  of  Leeds  (the 
annual  match  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  of 
Anglers  was  held  at  Kirkstall  on  August  27).  Two 
trains  were  sent  crammed  full.  It  was  rather  a  dull 
morning,  but  when  Lincoln  was  reached  it  turned 
out  a  glorious  day  ;  when  Bardney  was  reached 
all  faces  were  turned  to  the  River  Witham  to  see 
the  condition  of  the  water,  and  it  astonished 
every  angler,  because  it  was  simply  dotted  with  weed 
for  miles.  However,  the  Leeds  anglers  drew  for 
their  places,  and  commenced  fishing  under  great 
difficulties,  in  consequence  of  the  weeds.  After 
five  hours'  patience,  Mr.  S.  Byrom,  Robin  Hood 
Club,  proved  the  winner,  with  a  catch  of  bream 
and  roach,  61b.  3}oz.  The  second  prize  was  taken 
by  Mr.  T.  Gunnel,  Coronation  Club,  31b.  12oz. 
Mr.  J.  Marsden,  Bromley  Club,  took  the  third 
prize,  with  21b.  •  lOoz.  The  Witham  trophy, 
under  which  no  fish  of  less  than  6oz.  are 
eligible,  was  won  by  the  Bromley  Club  -with 
1  lb.  15Joz.  The  runners  up  for  the  trophy  were 
Messrs.  Lewis  (Horsforth),  W.  Armitage  (Prince 
of  Wales),  and  Mr.  Dunwell  (North  Leeds),  who  will 
receive  a  gold  medal.  The  annual  match  of  the 
Myrtle  AngUng  Club  was  held  last  Saturday  on 
the  Nidd  at  Cowthorpe.  A  thunderstorm  came  on 
during  the  match.  Mr.  B.  Myers  took  the  first 
prize  with  1  lb.  3|oz.  The  weather  is  still  very 
unsettled,  and  prospects  are  rather  gloomy.  Most 
of  our  rivers  are  in  excellent  ply,  and  with  fine 
weather  sport  will  be  good.  Best  flies  at  present 
are  Miller's  Blue  Hawk,  Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Dark 
Needle,  Orange  Dotterel,  and  Orange  Grouse. — 
John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnaoealgaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— On  Aug.  21,  Messrs.  Ford  and  Gillan  fished  Loch 
Veyatie,  and  landed  ten  trout,  91b.,  and  a  Salmo 
ferox  of  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Cama,  twenty-eight,  9JIb. ;  Messrs.  Dixon,  on 
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Loch  Urigill,  twenty-five.  81b. ;  Messrs.  Durrantand 
Wood,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-six,  C^lb.  ;  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Crossley,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty-six,  ll^lb. ; 
and  Mr.  Ramsbottotn,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  sixteen, 
olb.  On  Aug.  23,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  eleven  trout,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Durrant,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  fortj',  121b.,  and  Dr.  Crcssley,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty- three,  11  lb.  On  Aug.  24  Dr.  Crossley, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  eighteen,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Dixon,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty-two,  Olb.  and  Mr.  Durrant,  on  Loch 
Teyatie,  twenty-two,  101b.  On  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Harry 
Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  had  twenty  trout,  l^lh.  ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Gillan.  Reading,  on  same  loch,  thirty-one 
trout,  12ilb.  ;  !Mr.  Ramsbottom,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
fourteen,  6ilb. ;  and  Jlr.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
twenty-nine,  101b. — B. 

Beauly  and  Conou. — Some  very  good  angling 
was  had  on  the  Beauly  during  the  past  week. 
Fishing  the  Home  Beat  of  the  Castle  waters  six 
grilse,  weighing  from  4^1b.  to  71b.,  three  salmon, 
from  81b.  t3  121b.,  and  five  sea-trout,  weighing  from 
lib.  to  31b.,  were  taken.  In  the  tidal  waters  some 
very  good  baskets  of  sea-trout,  as  well  as  several 
grilse,  were  had  by  anglers  from  Moniack  Castle 
and  Balblair  House.  On  the  upper  reaches  splendid 
fishing  is  being  had,  particularly  by  Mr.  Barry  at 
Struy,  where  as  roauy  as  ten  and  twelve  giilse, 
from  4lb.  to  6ilb.,  were  had  in  one  day's  angling. 
The  total  take  on  Struy  alpne  for  the  week  exceeded 
fifty  salmon  and  grilse.  Most  of  the  fish  were 
clean-run,  and  afforded  capital  sport.  Visitors  at 
Fasnakyle  House,  Braulen  House,  as  well  as  the 
Erchless  and  Eskadale  rods,  were  also  successful. 
Anglers  from  the  Cannich  Hotel  also  had  fair  sport, 
the  river  being  in  very  good  ply  all  the  week.  On 
the  Conon  river  five  giihe  and  two  salmon  were 
reported  caught.  Captain  Combe,  at  Strathconon, 
Mr.  English,  at  Scatwell,  and  Mr.  Stirling,  at  Fair- 
bum,  all  being  successful.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  net  fishings  were  proving  so  unproductive  that 
the  lessee  took  his  nets  off  on  Aug.  21,  a  week 
before  the  termination  of  his  lease.  Lochs  Monab 
AND  MoiLLiE. — Some  grand  takes  of  brown  trout 
are  being  had  on  these  lochs,  the  weather  seemingly 
suiting  them  exactly.  On  Loch  Monar  anglers  from 
Patt  Lodge  have  had  baskets  running  up  to  221b., 
while  from  Major  Stirling's  lodge  at  Monar  some 
very  fine  baskets  were  had.  The  heaviest  trout 
weighed  41b.  2oz.  Anglers  from  Braulen  Lodge 
are  doing  well  on  Moillie,  the  baskets  running  from 
71b.  up  to  11  lb.  Lochs  Rosque,  Achanalt, 
LuiCHART,  and  Gahve. — Theso  four  lochs  continae 
to  afford  nice  baskets  to  those  trying  their  luck. 
Particularly  good  was  the  sport  on  Lochrosque  ; 
heavie.st  basket,  161b.,  and  best  trout  3lb.  12oz. 
Achanalt  yielded  several  good  creels,  the  best  being 
one  of  l4lb.,  and  the  heaviest  trout  41b.  12jz. 
Pike  continue  to  prove  very  troublesome.  Anglers 
from  Garve  Hotel  were  out  daily  on  Lochluichart, 
bringing  in  creels  of  from  6lb.  to  161b.  The  best 
trout  was  a  beauty  of  31b.  6oz.,  while  a  pike  of 
161b.  was  also  landed.  Loch  Garve  continues  to 
be  fished  by  anglers  from  Garve  and  Strathpcffer, 
and  on  several  days  as  many  a?  eight  and  nine 
boats  were  out.  On  the  calmer  days  very  poor 
sport  was  had,  but  the  westerly  winds  put  the 
fish  in  good  mood,  and  baskets  up  to  121b. 
were  had.  The  best  trout  weighed  21b.  lOoz. 
Gairloch  Hotel. — Anglers  from  Gai.loch  Hotel 
had  good  creels  on  Loch  Tally,  numbering  up  to 
thirty-five  trout,  weighing  8Jlb.  Loch  Maree. — 
Loch  Maree  continues  to  keep  up  its  reputation  as 
one  of  the  best  sea-trout  lochs  in  Scotland.  During 
the  past  week  187  trout,  scaling  148:Jlb.,  were 
landed  by  anglers  from  the  Loch  Maree  and 
Kinlochewe  Hotels.  The  details  were  as  follows : 
— On  Aug.  19,  fishiag  from  the  Loch  Maree  Hotel, 
Mr.  Morgan  had  six  sea-trout,  weighing  4lb.  ;  Mr. 
Morgan,  jun.,  three  of  21b. ;  Mr.  Ormiston,  three, 
.Olb.  ;  Mr.  Budd,  four  of  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Steele,  three  of 
2ilb.  ;  Mr.  Young,  jun.,  two  of  8oz.  each;  and  Mr. 
Paterson,  two  of  l^lb.  On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  Paterson, 
five,  weighing  21b. ;  Messrs.  Steele  and  Fordham, 
two  of  lilb. ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  three  of  2i\b. ;  Mr. 
Wortley,  two,  2ilb.  ;  Mr.  Hope  Finlay,  four,  5^1b. ; 
and  Mr.  Budd,  two  of  2^1b.    On  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Yoimg, 

on.,  eight,  weighing  fAh.  ;   Messis.  Morgan,  six, 

ilb. ;  Mr.  Falkner,  five,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Paterson  and 
I Anderson,  five,  21b. ;  Mr.  Ormiston,  one,  l|lb.  ; 

Ir.  Steele,  thiee,  2^1b. ;  Mr.  Trousdale,  two  of  1  lb. 
>:ach ;  and  Messrs.  Ford  and  Vorton,  two  of  l^b. 
On  Aug.  23,  Mr.  Hope  Finlay,  four,  weighing  4|lb.  ; 
Mr.  Morgan,  sen.,  three,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Forsham,  three 
of  2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Steele  and  Vorton,  three,  IJlb. ; 
Mr.  Young,  jun.,  two,  IJlb. ;  and  Mr.  Morgan,  jun., 
and  Dr,  Ariderson,  ten,  7ilb.  On  Aug.  24,  Messrs. 
Morgan,  five,  weighing  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Hope  Finlay, 
five,  2ilb. ;  Mr.  Turk,  five  of  31b, ;  Dr.  Anderson 
and  Mr.  Paterson,  three,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Ormiston,  four 
averaging  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Young,  sen.,  three,  2^lb. ;  Mr. 
Young,  jun,,  two,  1  lb. ;  and  Mr.  Falkner,  three, 
21b.  On  Aug.  2.5,  Mr.  Hope  Finlay,  seven,  weighing 
4Hb. ;  Mr.  Young,  jun.,  four,  2^lh. ;  Mr.  Turk,  a 
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beauty  of  31b. ;  Mr.  and  Mr.s.  Morgan,  two,  2Ib.  ; 
Dr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Paterson,  four,  4Jlb.  Fi-hing 
from  Kinlochewe  Hotel,  on  Aug.  23,  Major  Hop- 
wood  had  three  nice  sea-trout,  scaling  4|-lb.  (largest, 
2i]b.);  Mr.  Woisley,  five,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Elmhurst, 
five,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Gunyon,  nine,  4^1b.  (heaviest,  IJlb. ). 
On  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Gunyon,  five  tf  3lb.  ;  Mr.  Wright, 
fix,  4flb. ;  Major  Hopwood,  five  of  3Jlb.  :  Mr. 
Lumley,  three  of  l^b.  Caledonian  Hotel,  Ulla- 
pool.— Fishing  the  hotel  loch,  on  Aug.  14,  Messrs. 
Seddon  and  Buckie,  Leominster,  had  twenty  trout, 
weighing  Olb.  On  Aug.  15,  on  Loch  Fad,  they 
had  thirty  nice  trout,  scaling  151b.  On  Aug.  16, 
the  same  gentlemen  had  twelve  trout,  weighing  71b., 
on  the  hotel  loch.  On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Seddon  had 
twenty-eight,  weighing  101b.,  to  his  own  rod.  On 
Aug.  21,  Messrs.  Seddon  and  Buckie  had  nineteen 
trout,  weighing  91b.,  on  Loch  Fad. — A.  R. 

Border  JSsk  and  Liddle. — The  recent  rains  have 
improved  both  rivers.  In  a  week's  fishing,  Mr. 
Bonar  Law,  of  the  Priory,  Canonbie,  had  a  grilse, 
•4§lb.  ;  five  .sea-trout  and  fiiteen  herling.  The  Rev. 
R.  H.  Kerr,  fishing  in  Canonbie  water,  had  thiiteen 
herling  and  three  sea-trout.  In  Langholm  water 
Mr.  M.  Ewart  caught  three  sea-trout,  Mr.  James 
Anderson,  three,  and  a  few  score  of  yellow  trout  ; 
Mr.  J.  Bell,  four  dozen  yellow  trout ;  and  in.  the 
Burnfoot  reserved  water,  Mr.  C.  Murray  had  four 
sea-trout,  Mr.  J.  living,  two;  and  Master  PuUeny 
Malcolm,  along  with  his  friend  Mr.  Williarr  Wishart, 
had  gTod  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  The  fishing  in 
the  Liddle  is  fairly  good,  Mr.  R.  Thompson  and  a 
few  other  keen  anglers  have  had  sea-trout  and 
baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Several  anglers  have  had 
herling  in  the  Liddle  water,  but  that  class  of  fish 
have  favoured  the  Esk  this  season  in  preference  to 
the  parent  stream.  There  is  a  fairly  good  run  of 
salmon  in  the  Solway,  and  fishers  have  had  good 
runs  of  salm  m  in  the  poke  nets.  The  Netherby 
reserved  water  is  very  prolific  in  herling,  and  some 
salmon  have  been  caught  by  the  Knight  of 
Netherby's  numerous  visitors.  In  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuoh's  water,  salmon  are  numerous,  and  a  few 
have  been  caught  also  in  the  Broomholm  water. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  net  fishing  season 
on  the  River  Deveron  closed  on  Saturday  last, 
Aug.  28,  and  it  is  characterised  as  one  of  the  poorest 
experienced  for  many  years.  At  the  opening  the 
river  was  low,  and  the  results  for  the  month  of 
February  were  only  fair.  During  the  next  three 
months  the  water  was  in  better  condition,  and  the 
results  were  a  little  better,  but  scarcely  up  to  the 
average.  Towards  the  end  of  May  the  river  got 
into  a  Jlow  and  filthy  state,  and  continued  so 
until  the  close  of  the  season,  and  consequently 
the  net  fishing  in  the  river  and  adjacent  coast 
finished  with  a  total  jwhich  compares  very  un- 
favourably for  a  number  of  years  back.  Salmon 
throughout  the  season  have  been  of  fine  size 
and  of  excellent  quality.  In  the  spring  months 
the  average  weight  was  81b.,  and  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fishing  121b.  Some  very 
large  fish  were  got  fromj  the  bag  nets  in  the 
sea  towards  the  clo.3e  of  the  season,  the  heaviest 
weighing  251b.  to  401b.  Grilse  appeared  a  month 
earlier  on  the  coast  than  usual,  and  hopes  were 
entertained  that  their  early  appearance  augured 
well  for  a  successful  fishing,  but  a  continuance  of 
south  winds  and  calm  weather  kept  fish  from 
nearing  the  coast.  Grihe  were  also  of  exception- 
ally fine  form  and  of  good  size,  some  of  the 
heaviest  were  81b.  to  lulb.,  and  the  average 
was  5lb.  to  6lb.  There  was  a  fair  run  of  sea-trout 
in  the  river  in  the  beginning  of  the  season,  but  the 
low  water  was  against  their  ascending.  Owing  to 
the  mildness  of  the  weather  there  was  very  Httle 
damage  done  to  netting  along  the  coast.  Anglers 
have  only  had  indifferent  sport  this  summer,  and 
are  now  anxiously  waiting  for  a  heavy  fall  of  rnin 
to  put  the  water  in  fishing  trim. — H.  W. 


Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (Sonth. 
Harris).  —  The  total  catch  for  the  week  ended 
August  20  has  been — Rodel,  six  salmon,  woighine 
401b.  lOoz.,  heaviest  81b.,  and  one  hundred  ana 
thirty-three  sea-trout  weighing  1101b.  5oz.,  heaviest 
31b.  8oz.  Finsbay,  68  sea-trout,  weighing  401b. 
13oz.,  heaviest  21b.  4oz.  Amongst  other  baskets, 
Mr.  Howat  had,  on  23rd,  one  f-almon,  ('lb.  4oz.,  and 
two  sea-trout,  4lb.  8oz.  On  24-th,  Mr.  Dowding  had 
ten  soa-trout,  171b.,  heaviest  31b.  8oz. ;  and  on  2'ith, 
Dr.  Reld  had  one  sal'non,  71b,  2oz.,  and  two  sea- 
trout,  21b.  7oz.,  heaviest  21b.  2oz. 

InvTshin    Hotel    Waters    (Sntlierland).  — 

The  tidal  waters  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutheiland  have 
yielded  fairly  good  spijrt  to  anglers  from  Station 
Hotel,  In vei  shin,  an cl  also  from  B  jnarbridge  and 
other  centies.  Mr.  MacLennan  made  several  fine 
baskets  of  sea-trout,  averaging  fully  1  lb.  eauh  ;  but 
perhaps  the  most  con.-;picuous  takes  in  very  un- 
favourable weather  were  by  an  angler  from  the 
Station  Hotel,  who  in  eleven  days'  fishing  landed 
two  grilse  of  5Jlb.  and  O^lb.,  seventy-three  eea- 
trout,  531b ;  and  twenty-nine  brown  trout,  lOJlb.  ; 
in  all  104  fish,  75^1b.  In  this  conneotion  an  unusual 
incident  occurred.  When  the  6^1b.  g  ilse  was 
hooked  it  immediately  rushed  towards  the  boat, 
made  a  high  leap,  struck  the  gillie,  Kenneth  Mac- 
kenzie, on  the  chest,  knocked  him  down  and  hooked 
him  by  the  coat-sleeve.  As  the  fish  was  not  in  the 
least  exhausted  it  was  with  dexterous  manoeuvring 
killed  in  the  boat. — B. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  Aug.  21,  Messrs. 
Spencer,  twenty-two  trout,  Olb. ;  Mi-.  Jones,  six, 
2|lb. ;  Mr.  Swan,  seven,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ander- 
son, sixteen,  51b.  ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Makins,  one  sea-trout, 
21b.;  Mr.  Renwiok,  one  sea-trout,  IJlb.,  and  one 
brown  trout,  1  lb.  On  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Jones,  three 
sea-trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  three  sea- 
trout,  21b.,  and  six  brown  trout,  21b. ;  Mess.'s. 
Spencer,  seventeen  trout,  8Jlb.  (heaviest,  2Jlb.); 
Dr.  Mackenzie,  twenty-six,  9Jlb.  On  Aug.  2.5,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anderson,  five  trout,  l^lb.,  and  two  sea- 
trout,  IJlb. ;  Messrs.  lonides  and  Hunter  Jones, 
twenty-nine  trout,  11  ph.;  Messrs.  Spencer  (sea), 
thirteen  haddock.  On  Aug.  24,  Messrs.  Spencer, 
seventeen  trout,  5Jlb.  ;  Captain  Wheble,  sev-en,  Sj^lb. 
On  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Nuttall,  twelve  trout,  61b. :  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anderson,  twenty-three,  7^1b. ;  Mr.  Swan, 
six,  21b.  On  Aug.  26,  Messrs.  Ellis  and  Brown,  nine 
trout,  31b.  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Caley,  seven,  2Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Swan,  fourteen,  5|lb.  ;  Mr.  Anderson,  twenty-three, 
!'Jlb.  Trout  beginning  to  rise  more  freely  now. — 
J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Iieveu  (Kinross). — Anglers  have  had  very 
satisfactory  sport  with  fly,  the  weather  being 
showery  and  overcast  during  most  of  the  week. 
By  the  time  this  report  appears  the  season  will 
have  closed  at  the  end  of  August,  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  there  are  still  two  days  to  go.  All 
the  boats  have  been  going  out  daily.  Private 
parties  had  sport  as  follows  during  the  past  week  : — 
Mr.  J.  R.  St)tt  and  Mr.  Taylor,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  in  three  days  had  sixty-seven  trout.  601b. 
Their  heaviest  day's  catch  was  on  Tuesday,  when 
they  creeled  thirty  trout,  2 Jib.  Mr.  Stott  had  to 
his  own  rod,  with  fly,  twenty  trout,  201o.  This  is 
the  best  individual  catch  here  this  season.  Mr. 
Golding  and  Mr.  Smythe,  Kent,  in  five  days  creeled 
sixty-four  trout,  48lb.  12oz  ;  Dr.  Croom  and  Dr. 
Fordyce,  Edinburgh,  three  days,  fifty-one  trout, 
381b.  4oz.  Mr.  Turbayne,  Cowdenbeath,  two  days, 
twenty-five  trout,  201b.  Messrs.  W.  Harvey,  Glas- 
goy,  twenty-eight  trout,  271b. ;  A.  L.  Black,  Redcar, 
twenty-three  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Butters,  Perth, 
seventeen  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Muir,  Edinburgh, 
eighteen  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ;  Rev.  J.  P.  Chayne, 
Redcar,  twelve  trout,  121b.  Messrs.  John  and  Walter 
Kennedy,  Edinburgh,  sixteen  trout,  11  lb.  8oz. 
Mr.  Tnomson,  Calcutta,  two  days,  twenty-five  trout, 
181b.  12oz.  Rev.  Canon  Holder,  Dundee,  and  Rev. 
J.  Stuart,  Montrose,  sixteen  trout,  \t\b. ;  Mr.  Kerse 
and  Mr.  Brown,  Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout,  111b.; 
Capt.  Green  and  Mr.  Bremner,  eleven  trout,  11  Ib.Soz. 
Mr.  Jolm  G.  Dickson,  Tayport,  eighteen  trout,  171b. 
8oz.  :  Mr.  Taylor  Cameron,  Edinburgh,  nineteen 
trout,  17lb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Summers,  Stow,  eight  trout, 
1 1  lb  ,  his  heaviest  trout  weighed  31b. ;  Captain 
Pollock,  sixteen  trout,  r21b.  8oz.  The  angling  clubs 
out  with  their  catches  and  first-prize  winners  were  : 
Glasgow  Wanderers'  Club,  ten  rods,  tliirty-eight 
trout,  301b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  G.  Hogg,  seven  trout,  olb. 
14oz.  BothweU  and  Blantyre  Club,  eight  rods, 
fifty-four  trout,  371b.  ooz. ;  Mr.  A.  R.  Xess,  nine 
trout,  81b.  Ooz.  Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club,  eighteen 
rods,  seventy-six  trout,  57lb.  loz. ;  Mr.  W.  J. 
Robertson,  ten  trout,  Olb.  Glasgow  Wanderers' 
Club,',seventeen  rods,  one  hundred  and  four  trout, 
80lb.  'l3oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Brown,  twelve  trout,  Olb.  Ooz. 

 ROBT.  B.  L.\ING. 

Loch  Ness  (Lovat  Arms  Hotel). — O.n  Aug.  21, 
Mr.  Ewing  killed  one  trout,  weighinj  1  lb.,  and  o.i 
Aug.  2.0,  .-ix,  41b. — M.  Rankin. 
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ITortli  of  Scotland. — The  timely  floods  and 
serai  spates  experienced  all  over  the  north  have 
given  a  fillip  to  angling  which  has  not  been  the 
case  since  the  autumn  of  1903,  and  then  the  rains 
were  over  done.  The  Dee  has  incrensed  slowly,  and 
is  running  a  fine  drawing  water.  The  nets  were  off 
on  Saturday,  so  that  the  fish  will  all  now  be  to  the 
angler,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  sport  should 
commence,  which  it  is  confidently  hoped  will  last 
throughout  the  next  two  months.  It  is  some  years 
since  the  rains  came  so  opportunely,  just  when  the 
nets  were  being  taken  off.  On  the  upper  reaches 
H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  having  good  sport 
every  day  out.  Her  Royal  Highne  s's  pools  are 
being  replenished  with  every  fresh  spate,  as  there 
are  plenty  of  fine  fish  in  the  reaches  below.  On 
the  Invercauld,  Balmoral,  and  Ballater  reaches  an 
occasional  fish  is  being  got,  and  excellent  baskets 
of  trout  by  the  Court  officials,  including  Lord 
Probyn  and  the  officers  of  His  Majesty's  Guard  of 
Honour.  The  young  Princes  from  Abergeldie 
Castle  have  been  out  every  day  wet  or  dry,  and  are 
enjoying  excellent  trout  angling  on  the  Dee  and 
side  streams — the  trout  being  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition. On  the  Kincardine,  Aboyne,  and  Banchory 
waters  sportsmen  are  preparing  for  a  good  autumn. 
A  few  small  grilse  have  been  got  in  the  Feugh,  but 
the  autumn  fish  proper  are  not  yet  forward  as  there 
has  been  no  time  yet  since  the  nets  came  off,  and  no 
water  before  then.  On  the  Durris  water  Mr.  Baird 
and  party,  on  the  Park  waterM.  Rivieie,onDrumMr. 
Irvine's  guests,  and  on  Crathes  Sir  Thos.  Burnett  and 
guests  are  now  getting  (air  sport,  which  by  the  end 
of  this  week  will  be  va  tly  enhanced  by  the  head 
of  fish  now  running  inland.  A  fine  head  of  sea-trout 
are  being  met  with  on  the  Hydro,  Cults,  and  tidal 
leaches.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Christie  creeled  four  fine 
fish  of  21b.  each  on  Monday,  and  Messrs.  Lang, 
Robb,  and  Harper  had  a  combined  bag  of  201b.  of 
finnc  ck  and  sea-trout.  Don. — S;^me  good  sport 
was  got  on  the  rise  of  the  river.  On  Monday  Mr. 
J.  D.  Mackay  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Ma  kay,  Aberdeen,  had 
a  fine  basket  of  61b.,  while  John  Grant,  keeper, 
Pitmedden,  had  a  dozen  over  a  pound  and  several 
up  to  21b.,  while  a  youth  on  the  Waterton  section 
had  a  basket  of  some  forty,  all  over  half-a-pound. 
The  Don  is  three  feeo  up,  and  the  chances  are  that 
with  a  further  lise  one  of  the  best  autumns  will  be 
expel ienced  which  we  have  had  for  years.  The 
sea-trout  are  crowding  into  the  tidal,  and  a  heavy 
run  of  autumn  fi^h  are  known  to  be  on  the  coast. 
Yth\n. — Some  good  sport  is  being  got  daily.  Mr. 
T.  Fotheringham,  Gordon's  College,  had  a  nice 
basket  on  Aug.  25  on  the  lower  Ythan,  and  about 
twenty  anglers  aie  doing  fairly  well  on  the  tidal 
(Mr.  Ritchie,  Udny  Arms  I.  The  netting  season  on 
the  Dee,  Don,  Foith.  Tay,  Spey,  and  about  a 
hundred  odd  salmon  fishery  districts  closed  down 
on  Saturday.  It  has  been  a  poor  season  on  account 
of  the  drought  and  plague  of  jellyfish,  and  only  half, 
or  at  most  three-fourths,  of  an  average  fishing  has 
been  made  on  the  very  best  stations,  while  not  a 
lew  have  been  a  complete  failure. — G.  M. 

Orkney  (Barony  Hotel). — Anglers  staying  at 
above  hotel,  fishing  Lochs  Birsay,  Swanney,  and 
Hunland  from  Aug.  17  to  26,  have  got  the  following 
baskets  : — Mr.  N.  W.  Smith  Carrington,  twenty-six 
fish,  11  Jib.,  and  thirteen,  91b.  Mr.  F.  H.  Smith 
Carrington,  twenty-seven  fish,  14Jlb.,  and  nine,  61b. 
Messrs.  Broughton  and  Dryborough,  twenty-seven 
fish,  IV^Ib. ;  twenty-one,  lljlb.  ;  fourteen,  8^1b.  ; 
thirty-one,  181b.  ;  and  thirty-three,  161b.  Messrs. 
■  Di  y=dale,  seventeen  fish,  81b. 

Orkney  (Smithfield  Hotel). — Anglers  staying  at 
the  above  hotel,  fi-hing  Lochs  Harray,  Birsay, 
Swanney,  and  Hundland  during  the  last  two  weeks 
of  August,  have  caught  the  following  baskets : — 
Admiral  Prothero,  thirty-two  fish,  1.51b.,  and  twenty, 
91b.  Captain  De  la  Rue  and  Admiral  Prothero, 
thirteen  fish,  81b. ;  nine,  51b.  ;  and  thirteen,  lOilb. 
Mr.  N.  H.  Naismith,  nine  fish,  61b. ;  three,  31b. ; 
and  twelve,  12Jlb.    Mr.  W.  H.  Panton,  four  fish, 

31b.    Mr.  C.  B.  Harrison,  eight  fish,  7Jlb.  ;  four, 

41b. ;  and  twenty-seven,  151b.    Captain  De  la  Rue, 

ten  fish,  81b. 

Oversoaig  Hotel  Waters  (J,a.iTg,  NB.).— On 

Aug.  22  Mr.  Collier,  Perth,  fished  Loch  Griam  and 
landed  eleven  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dransfield, 
Newcastle  on-Tyne,  on  "Top  Shin,  nineteen,  4 Jib.  ; 
and  Mr.  Ritchie,  London,  on  Upper  Flag,  eight, 
averaging  Jib.  each.  On  Aug.  23  Mr.  Ritchie,  on 
Top  Shin,  had  eleven  trout,  51b.  On  Aug.  24  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dransfield  and  Mr.  Goodgen,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  on  Loch  Griam,  twenty-six  trout,  9Jlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Dixon,  on  Top  Shin,  seven  trout,  31b. — B. 

Soonrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
On  Aug.  21,  Messrs.  Lawrence,  London,  made  a  fine 
IjBsket  of  17lb.  brown  trout ;  and  Mr.  Little, 
Kenloy,  Surrey,  five  brown  trout,  averaging  IJlb. 
each.  For  eea-trout,  Mr.  Brooksbank,  York,  six, 
71b.,  and  Messrs.  Gray,  London,  five,  averaging  1  lb. 
each.  On  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Brooksbank  had  a  sea- 
trout  of  IJlb. ;  Dr.  and  Mr.  Gray,  London,  four. 


41b. ;  Mr.  Mackenzie,  five,  41b. ;  and  Mr.  Little 
caught  eleven  brown  trout,  12 Jib.  On  Aug.  24, 
Mr.  Little  landed  ten  brown  trout,  111b.,  and  Mr. 
Brooksbank,  three,  41b.  On  Aug.  28,  Mr.  William- 
son, Liverpool,  made  a  basket  of  ten  brown  trout, 
besides  a  sea-trout  of  IJlb. ;  and  Mr.  Little,  Kenley, 
Surrey,  eight  brown  trout,  averaging  IJlb.  each. 
Other  good  baskets  not  recorded. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Heavy  rain  fell  on  Satur- 
day night,   and  the  best   flood  of  the  summer 
occurred  on  the  following  day  (Aug.  27).  Anglers 
were  astir  early  on  Monday  morning  in  the  hope 
that  the  water  would  be  fit  for  worm  bait,  but  the 
colour  had  been  washed  away,  and  there  was 
scarcely  colour  enough    for    the    minnow  lure. 
The  sport   has   been  disappointing   during  the 
past    few     days  on    all    the  different  streams 
compared  with    that  of  last  week,  as  will  be 
noticed  from  the  details  from  the  different  rivers  :  — 
The  Annan. — In  the  Northfield  water  on  Thursday 
Mr.  Peter  Tliorburn  killed  twenty  herling  and  one 
sea-trout  with  fly,  and  on  the  same  day,  in  the 
above  water,  Mr.  Nelson,  Eaglesfield,  had  a  dozen 
herling.    Mr.  John  Jackson  fished  the  Northfield 
water  below  I  he  Distillery  Cauld  on  Saturday,  and 
had  thirteen  herling  with  flj'.    Mr.  Scott,  the  lessee 
of  this  portion,  had  a  number  of  herling  on  Tuesday 
with  flv.    In  the  Warmanbie  section  Mr.  Bell  had 
several  heiling  with  the  clear  water  worm.  Fishing 
the  Mount  Annan  island  water  on  Monday,  Dr. 
Berrey,  Pendleburgh,  had  three  sea-trout,  and  on 
Saturday  he  had  one  sea-trout  of  2Jlb.  and  several 
herling,  and  at  another  fishing  a  brace  of  eea-trout. 
In  the  Galabank  water  and  the  Fishhouse  portion 
on  Tuesday,   he  h>id  a  brace  of  herling.  Mr. 
Robertson  caught  three  herling  and  one  sea-trout. 
Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie  had  several  herling  in  the 
iiland  water  on  Aug.  28,  as  also  had  Capt.  McLean 
of  Liverpool.    At  another  fishing,  Capt.  McLean 
caught  eleven  trout,  weighing  81b.  looz.,  and  Mr. 
Tweedie  had  a  similar  basket  with  fly.    Mr.  P. 
Thorburn  fishing  the    Mount  Annan  water  on 
Aug.  30,  took  thirty  herling  with  fly,  and  one  sea- 
trout  ;   and  two  other  rods  had  about  a  dozen 
herling  each  in  the  same  water.    In  Mr.  Salkeld's 
section  several  anglers  had  from  a  brace  to  ten 
herling  at  a  fishing  chiefly  with  fly,  and  Mr.  C. 
Robson  had  a  good  basket  with  the  silver  Devon 
minnow.     Mr.   J.   Graham    caught  half-a-dozen 
herling  with  night  fly,  and  one  sea-trout.  The 
water  was   in   full  black  on  Aug.  28,  after  the 
flood  of  Aug.  27,  and  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  had  a 
good  basket  of  about  a  dozen   herling  on  the 
Mount  Annan    island    water  with    the  Devon 
silver  minnow.    He  had  also  a  larger  basket  on 
Aug.  26  in  the  same  water.    Mr.  J.  Herries,  Dum- 
fiies,  caiaght  one  sea- trout  and  eight  or  nine  herling 
in  the  same  water  on  Aug.  25.    Mr.  Wm.  Miller,  of 
Glasgow,  had  one  sea-tr  mt  on  Aug.  28  with  clear 
water  worm  in  the  portion  above  Annan  Bridge. 
Captain  Ewart  took  a  brace  on  Saturday  evening 
(Aug.  26)  in  the  Howes  pool  with  fly,  and  on 
Aug.  29  two  he;  ling  with  the  clear  water  worm. 
Mr.  Robert  Graham  had  four  herling  with  the 
clear  water  worm  on  Monday  morning  (Aug.  28), 
and  a  brace  in  the   evening  with    fly  at  the 
Brewery  pool.     Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  caught  three 
heiUng  with  the  Devon  minnow,  and  in  Northfield 
stream  on  Monday  and  on  the  previoas  Saturday 
he  had  two  or  three  with  the  fly.    The  Rev.  J.  C. 
Hicks  took  one  sea-trout  with  Devon  minnow  on 
Monday  in  the  Miller's  Holm  water.    Mr.  James 
Loudon  caught  three  herling  in  Warmanbie  stream 
spinning,  and  on  Tuesday  he  had  a  brace  or  two  of 
herling  with  the  fly.    Mr.  Dirom's  keeper  has  had 
a  number  of  herling  and  sea-trout  since  Monday, 
and  he  had  similar  sport  last  week-end,  as  also 
had  Captain  Thorburn  and    several  Brydekirk 
anglers  in  the  portion  belo;v  the  village  bridge. 
In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  the  local  rods  have 
been  landing  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the  evenings. 
In  Castlemilk  water,  Mr.  John  Rae  has  had  several 
sea-trout    besides  moderate  baskets    of  herling, 
chiefly  with  the  fly.    Some  fine  herling  of  1  lb.,  and 
even  2oz.  heavier,  have  been  caught  in  the  lower 
Annan,  and  the  largest   sea-trout  of   the  week 
weighed    2Jlb.     In     the    upper    waters,  Mr. 
Mason  caught  six  herling  and  two  sea-trout  with 
fly  ;  Mr.  Johnstone  three  sea-trout  and  five  herling. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — In  the  Thomhill  waters  local 
rods  had  moderate  sport,  and  at  Closeburn  several 
anglers  had  a  number  of  trout.    In  the  Sanquhar 
waters  Mr.  Urquhart  had    a   good  basket  with 
minnow.    Herling  seem  to  have  ascended  to  the 
middle  reaches,  as  very  few  are  now  to  be  seen 
rising  in  the  waters  above  the  town  cauld.  Odd 
salmon  have  been  ascending,  but  there  is  not  likely 
to  be  any  salmon  angling  until  the  nets  in  the  Solway 
come  off  for  the  season  on  the  night  of  the  10th  Sept. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — These  rivers 
have  been  in  much  better  trim  of  late,  but  trout 
have  not  been  rising  at  all  well  in  the  Kirkcud- 
brightshire Dee  or  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse.  Very 


few  herling  have  been  cauglit  since  Aug.  28  with 
the  fly  "The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The 
sport  on  the  rivers  of  Ayrshire  was  rather  better 
last  week-end,  and  some  fair-sizei  yellow  trout  were 
caught  by  worm  bait.  Fishing  the  Carrick  Ang'ing 
Club  water  of  the  Girvan  Mr.  James  Auld  landed  a 
salmon  of  9Jlb.,  another  rod  had  several  good  trout 
in  the  same  water.  In  the  Upper  Ayr  a  visitor 
took  a  dozen  yellow  trout  with  fly.  In  the  Kil- 
birnie  and  Garnock  districts  local  rods  have  had 
moderate  sport  with  worm  and  fly.  A  rousing  flood 
is  now  wanted  to  cause  salmon  to  ascend  the  rivers, 
but  it  will  be  a  month  yet  before  there  is  any  sport 
with  salmon. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  river  fell  considerably 
last  week,  and  salmon,  though  seen  rising,  were  not 
taking  well.  A  good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  during 
the  past  few  days,  however,  and  now  that  the  nets 
are  removed  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  fish  will 
have  a  clear  run.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water, 
Mr.  Findlay,  of  Aberlour,  had  a  salmon  of  6 Jib.,  on 
Aug.  21,  while  on  Mr.  Grant's,  of  Elchies  water,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  a  fish  of  6Jlb.  was 
killed  on  Aug.  23,  and  another  beauty  of  221b.  on 
Aug.  24.  From  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to 
the  end  of  July  sixty-two  salmon,  weighing  5691b., 
had  been  killed  on  the  Aberlour  House  water, 
which  constitutes  a  record  for  that  water  for  the 
past  fourteen  years. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  water  is  now  in  good 
fishing  order,  and  prospects  are  excellent,  so  that 
sportsmen  may  look  forward  to  a  good  autumn 
fishing,  for  the  conditions  are  more  promising  than 
last  year,  when  the  dead  summer  level  of  the 
river  spoiled  what  otherwise  would  have  been 
a  good  autumn  fishing.  Salmon  have  appeared  in 
large  numbers  along  the  coast,  particularly  towards 
the  end  of  last  week.  From  the  Easter  Elchies 
water  on  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Philip  Gold  landed  two 
grilse  of  61b.  and  6Jlb.,  on  Aug.  25  a  salmon  of 
17lb.,  and  on  Aug.  23  another  of  151b.,  while  on 
the  Arndilly  water,  on  Aug.  24,  two  salmon 
weighing  221b.  and  281b.  The  netting  season  in  the 
Spey  Salmon  Fisheries  district  closed  on  this  day 
week.  The  season  has  been  an  indifferent  one, 
some  stations  being  better  and  others  worse  than 
for  the  last  few  years.  Salmm  have  made  a  fairly 
good  appearance  since  the  first  of  the  season,  but 
gril  re  have  made  but  a  poor  show.  These  showed 
themselves  earlier  than  they  have  done  for  8om3 
years  past,  and  salmon  were  more  numerous  towards 
the  close  of  the  fishing. — J.  M. 

Tay.  —  The  river  has  been  in  good  order 
during  the  past  week,  and  fair  sport  obtained. 
Meikleour  Beat. — Mr.  G.  Harland  Peck  killed 
one  salmon  of  141b.  on  Aug.  7  ;  one  of  lOlb.  and  a 
grilse  of  7Jlb.  on  Aug.  9 ;  one  grilse  of  51b.  on 
Aug.  14 ;  one  fish  of  14Jlb.  on  Aug.  21 ;  and  one  of 
161b.  on  Aug.  23,  and  another  of  :i81b.  on  Aug.  25  ; 
while  Mrs.  Peck  had  one  fish  of  161b.  on  Aug.  9, 
and  one  of  similar  weight  on  Aug.  11.  and 
Captain  Graham  Menzies  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  Aug.  11. 
ISLAMOUTH. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Aug.  24,  Lord 
Blythwood  killed  one  grilse  of  41b.  Upper  Cargill. 
— Mr.  Basil  Moon,  fishing  this  stretch  on  Aug.  24, 
had  one  salmon  of  131b.,  and  on  Aug.  29,  two  grilse 
of  91b.  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  C.  D.  Llewellyn,  two  grilse 
of  81b.  and  61b.  on  Aug.  26.  Lower  C.^rgill. — 
Mr.  C.  C.  Branch's  boatmen,  fishing  this  water  on 
Adg.  25,  landed  a  grilse  of  7 Jib.  Willies  SroNE. 
— On  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Mossop  caught  one  fish 
of  241b.,  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  on  Aug.  24, 
a  fish  of  17 Jib.,  while  Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  had  a  grilse 
of  91b.  on  Aug.  29.  Upper  SroBHALL. — Fishing 
this  water,  on  Aug.  24,  Major  Chichester  had  one 
grilse  of  81b.,  and  on  Aug.  26  Mr.  W.  H.  Coals  and 
Major  Chichester  had  one  fish  of  161b.  and  a  grilse 
of  8lb.  Lower  Stobhall. — On  Aug.  21  Major 
Chichester  had  one  fish  of  201b.  and  three  grilse  of 
71b.,  71b.,  and  51b.,  and  on  Aug.  23  one  fish  of  201b. 
and  two  grilse  of  7lb.  and  81b.,  while  Mr.  Archd. 
Coats  got  three  fish  of  201b.,  20lb.,  and  18lb., 
and  a  grilse  of  81b.  Upper  Stanley. — Mr.  Page 
had  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  Aug.  23,  and  Mr.  M.  T. 
Martin  a  salmon  of  21  lb.  and  a  grilse  of  8lb.  on 
Aug.  25,  and  Mrs.  Martin  a  grUse  of  8lb.  on 
Aug.  28.  Benchill. — Mr.  F.  Davenport  landed 
one  grilse  of  71b.  on  Aug.  25,  and  Mr.  W.  Black  two 
fi^h  of  24lb.  and  161b.,  and  two  grilse  of  8Jlb.  and 
8Jlb.  on  Aug.  28.  Upper  Red gorton.— Captain 
J.  G.  H.  Hamilton  one  grilse  of  71b.  on  Aug.  24. 
Lower  Redgorton. — Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  one  grilse  of 
81b.  on  Aug.  26.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway).  —  Stormy 
weather,  with  rain,  has  prevailed  during  the  last 
week.  Rivers  and  lakes  still  a  fair  height  for  fishing. 
During  the  week  Mr.  W.  Wickham  secured  two 
.salmon  and  forty-five  sea-trout ;  Dr.  Fenton,  one 
salmon  and  ninety-nino  sea-trout ;  Mr.  William 
Pearson,  one  salmon  and  twenty-soven  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  Graham  122  sea-trout;  Mr.  Harraton,  fifty- 
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five  sea-trout ;  Mr.  P.  Birch,  fifty-eight  sea-trout ; 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Smyth-Pigott,  oae  salmon  and  121 
sea-trout  (in  a  fortaight). — J.  M.  G. 

Baun  and  Tribntaries. — Heavy  rains  began  to 
fall  on  Aug.  24  and  continued  three  days,  and  in 
consequence  all  the  rivers  that  discharge  into 
Lough  Neagh  came  down  in  bank  full  flood.  The 
flax  steeps  along  the  banks  were  cleared  of  the 
poison,  and  anglers  will  have  nothing  to  fear 
jrom  its  eflfects  on  these  rivers  for  what  is  to 
come  of  the  sea?on.  A  run  of  salmon  and  lake 
trout  ascended  the  Maine,  Bla?kwater,  BalUnderry, 
and  Moyola,  the  pools  of  which  are  now  stocked 
as  far  as  the  middle  sections.  The  Bann  rose  two 
feet,  and  the  largest  rua  of  salmon  and  grilse 
experienced  for  many  years  passed  over  the  Caron- 
roe,  Movanaglier,  and  KLlrea  weirs  and  on  to  the 
lake,  at  the  same  time  distributing  a  proportion  on 
the  fords  nearest  the  mouth?  of  the  streams,  which 
they  will  ascend  so  soon  as  the  time  arrives  to 
begin  spawning  operations.  There  are  few  fish 
now  left  on  the  Caronroe  reach,  the  greater 
part  of  which  will  be  too  deep  for  the 
fly  to  be  used  for  what  remains  of  the  season, 
but  a  stock  is  yet  at  Kilrea.  Salmon  are  very 
plentiful  on  the  shallows  at  Portglenone  stretch, 
which  is  five  mUes  long,  and  extends  from  the  bridge 
to  the  weir  at  Kilrea,  and  spDrt  is  often  obtained 
when  the  water  is  too  deep  on  the  other  sections 
for  the  fly  to  be  u?ed.  Fishermen  staying  at 
Diamond's  Anglers'  Lodge  can  fish  the  lower  section 
of  this  stretch.  The  river  is  full  of  flax  water,  but 
the  strong  current  running  is  carrying  it  quickly  to 
the  sea,  and  salmon  have  not  been  so  long  under 
its  influence  as  in  past  seasons  and  they  are  not 
sick.  Should  the  dry  weather  which  is  now  being 
experienced  continue,  the  river  will  be  in  order  in  a 
week,  and  salmon  should  come  to  the  fly  on  the 
shallows. — Daxiel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — A  fine  series  of  floods 
came  in  the  nick  of  time  all  over  this  district,  and 
saved  the  trout  from  being  wiped  out  by  the  flax- 
water.  Of  course  there  is  yet  some  of  the  fluid 
knocking  about,  and  a  second  instalment  will  soon 
be  due.  Trouting  on  the  s-nall  streams  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city  was  excellent  this  week,  and 
bait  fishers  had  a  good  time  generally.  The  Cross- 
gar  is  now  in  fine  trim,  and  a  few  salmon  and  odd 
sea-trout  are  up  the  lower  reaches.  In  the  Comber 
sea-trout  are  showing,  but  the  pollution  is  too 
strong  for  them  yet.  Angling  on  the  Antrim  Road 
Basin  is  indifferent,  and  the  same  applies  generally 
to  reservoir  fishing  at  Woodburn,  Stoneyford, 
Lisburn.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association  will  throw  open  the  Antrim  Road  Basin 
all  the  week  from  the  1st  September  now  the  season 
is  80  far  advanced. — J.  A.  B. 

Caxrick  (co.  Donegal). — Dr.  Humphrey,  Cam- 
bridge, killed  two  salmon  weighing  11  fib.  and  131b. 
on  Glen  river  on  Aug.  30. — Walker. 

CroUy  Bridge  Hotel  (co.  Donegal). — The 
Gweedore  river  and  Loughanure  are  now  in  fine 
fishing  form  after  the  recent  floods,  and  affording 
fairly  good  sport.  During  the  weekending  Aug.  26, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walters,  of  Reigate,  made  fine  baskets 
averaging  101b. ;  Major  Harding,  several  baskets 
averaging  61b.,  and  landed  a  nice  grilse  on  Aug.  2-j. 
Messrs.  Woods  and  Davis,  keen  fishermen,  on  one 
day,  basketed  191b.  of  fish.  Messrs.  Walters, 
Kennedy,  and  Ferguson  are  also  shooting,  and 
averaging  three  to  four  brace  of  grouse  per  day. 
Five  brace  is  the  limit  per  gun  per  day.  Messrs. 
Ferguson  and  Davis  bagged  twenty-six  brace  of 
rabbits,  six  and  a  half  brace  of  ducks,  and  four  brace 
of  rock  pigeon,  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  26. 
September  and  October  will  afford  the  best  sport 
for  the  season. — Propbietok. 

Ctunmeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry). — Heavy 
rains  have  taken  place.  On  the  Cummeragh  on 
Saturday,  August  26,  Colonel  Carruthers  had  a  peal 
of  51b.,  and  Mr.  C.  Edgington  a  salmon  of  81b. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Erne  CBallysbaunon  and  Belleek). — The  water 
in  the  river  has  begun  to  rise  at  the  time  of  writing, 
and  the  prospect  of  sport  is  much  better  for  this 
week.  During  the  paat  week  Mr.  F.  L.  Williamson 
landed  two  salmon,  201b.  and  14lb. ;  Mr.  E.  R. 
Jenkins,  one  of  81b. ;  and  Master  Crawford,  a  salmon 
of  141b.  on  a  trout  fly.  Some  nice  trout  were  taken 
by  the  Masters  Crawford  and  others  during  the 
past  week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Ckilway  Fishery. — The  wet  weather  has  made 
very  little  difference  to  the  river,  which  is  still 
running  low,  and  more  rain  is  badly  needed.  The 
sea-trout  fishing  continues  good.  Capt.  Macgowan 
killed  seventy-three  trout  in  the  week  ending 
Aug.  28.  Mrs.  Hallett  continues  to  catch  from  four 
to  seven  each  evening  after  eight  o'clock. 

Longh  Corrib  (Anglers' Hotel). — On  Aug.  21, 
Mr.  Mayers,  six  fish,  71b.  ;  .Mr.  Jones,  three,  .5lb.  ; 
Mr.  G.  C.  Pert,  four,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Power,  three, 
.•>lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  four,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  two, 
61b.    On  Aug.  22,  Mr,  Mayes,  four  fish,  71b. ;  Mr. 


Jones,  three,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Pert,  three,  71b. ;  Mr.  J.  A. 
Power,  nine  trout,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  two, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Wood,  three,  51b.  On  Aug.  23,  Mr. 
Mayes,  six,  11  lb.  ;  Mr.  Jones,  six,  !»lb. ;  Mr.  G.  C. 
Pert,  six,  8lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Power,  two  trout,  :Ub.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Robinson,  five,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  five,  8lb. 
On  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Mayes,  five,  71b.  ;  Mr.  G.  C.  Pert, 
two,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Power,  five,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Robin- 
son, three,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  five,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Hamat, 
three,  4lb.  On  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Mayes,  six,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
J.  A.  Power,  three,  91b.  (one  of  these  weighed 
51b.  2oz.,  and  was  sent  to  be  preserved  as  it  was 
a  fine  specimen) ;  Mr.  Hamat,  two  fish,  4Jlb.  On 
Aug.  26,  Mr.  Mayes,  nine,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Power, 
four,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Hamat,  four,  6ilb.  Fish  on  the 
rise  now  very  good,  and  mostly  all  taken  on  the 
artiBcial  fly. — Thos.  Naughton. 

IiOugh  Corrib  (Cong). — Mr.  Stephen  Gwynne, 
fishing  from  the  Carlisle  Arms  Hotel,  caught  on 
Aug.  26  a  trout  weighing  171b.,  length  SS^in.,  and 
girth  IGin.,  also  two  trout  weigliing  31b.,  trolling, 
the  large  one  he  is  having  done  up.  Fishing  on 
Lough  Corrib  is  now  very  good. — O'D. 

Iiongb  Cnrrane,  etc-  iWatervilie,  oo.  Kerry). — 
On  Aug.  28  Mr.  Atkinson  got  nine  sea-trout,  and  on 
the  28th  a  salmon  of  6lb.  and  two  sea- trout.  The 
Rev.  Charles  J.  Steward  had,  in  eighteen  days, 
seventy-three  sea- trout  and  eighty-six  brown  trout. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Iiongbs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — I  am 

pleased  to  report  the  fishing  is  coming  on  well 
again,  both  to  the  natural  and  artificial  fly,  also 
trolling.  The  sensational  trout  of  the  season  is  a 
17^1b.  trout  reported  from  Cong  taken  on  Corrib. 
Rods  fishing  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel  since  last 
report  have  been  taking  51b.  to  71b.  of  trout  a  day,  the 
best  trout  to  Mr.  Francis,  a  41b.  gillaroo.  On  the 
Daddy,  he  also  has  the  record  for  a  191b.  pike. 
Major  and  Captain  Wilkinson  generally  secured  a  few 
nice  fish  on  the  Daddy,  averaging  l|lb.  Mr.  Troup 
has  had  a  few  nice  fish  to  the  artificial  fly,  best  fish, 
1  lb.  13oz.  Major  Grice-Hutohin;on  and  son  have 
had  an  occasional  fair  day's  sport,  best  trout  over 
21b.  Mr.  Lambert  has  had  two  trout,  2\\h.  and  21b., 
also  a  well  fed  pike  of  18ilb.  It  seems  a  great  pity 
so  many  good  fish  are  lost  through  faulty  tackle  ;  I 
would  suggest  that  any  hooks  tied  to  gut  that  have 
been  previously  used  and  put  away  should  either  be 
retied  or  discarded. — G.  A. 

Longb  Mask  (Clonbnr). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  Dr.  Ewart  and  Mr.  Carter,  casting  with 
the  artificial  and  dapping  occasionally  with  the 
natural  fly.  Dr.  Ewart,  on  Aug.  21,  three  trout, 
7}lb.  (best,  4^1b.) ;  on  22nd,  two,  2^1b. ;  on  23rd, 
three,  3Jlb.  ;  on  24th,  two,  21b. ;  on  25th,  one, 
2ilb.,  on  dap  ;  on  26th,  three,  4|lb.  Mr.  Carter, 
iri  four  days,  got  eighteen  trout,  weighing  211b., 
the  best,  3ilb.,  on  the  dap. — P.  Scjmmbrville. 

liOUgb  Melvini — Trouting  was  better  than  in 
the  previous  week,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Simpson  and  Dr. 
Simpson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Scott,  Dr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Steele,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell  and  son. 
Dr.  Zirrogol  and  friends,  etc.,  have  had  good 
total  bags  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  during 
their  visit ;  the  numbers  and  weights  of  same  shall 
appear  in  our  next  report.  The  lake  has  risen  from 
three  to  four  feet  of  water  since  last  report,  and 
wet  weather  continues  at  time  of  writing.  — 
M.  RooAN  AND  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  cc.  Kerry). — 
Though  the  weather  has  been  unfavourable,  good 
sport  has  been  had  on  all  the  above  waters  at 
brown  trout.  The  waters  are  now  in  good  order 
and  trout  are  rising  well  to  the  fly. — T.  J.  D. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone) — 
The  floods  of  last  week  gave  the  Mourne,  Derg, 
Glenelly,  Finn,  and  other  streams  in  this  district  a 
thorough  scouring  out.  A  goodly  per  cent,  of  the 
flax-water  was  washed'  away,  and  the  little  that 
remains  in  the  dams  will  not  do  much  harm.  The 
rivers  are  now  in  fine  order  and  sport  is  assured  till 
the  end  of  the  season.  There  is  a  fine  head  of 
salmon  all  over  these  waters,  and  the  general  pros- 
pects are  considered  excellent. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  LonghB  Conn  and  Cnllen  <Balllna,  oc. 
Mayo). — River  in  high  flood  nearly  all  the  week, 
but  now  it  is  getting  into  good  order  fine  sport  may 
be  expected.  Mr.  Dawson  had  two  grilse,  61b.,  71b.  ; 
Mr.  C.  Watts,  one  salmon,  101b.  Some  nice  takes  of 
eea-trout  were  got  in  the  river,  and  on  the  loughs 
some  good-sized  trout  have  been  had.  Mr.  Mason 
and  friend  had  five  jack:  91b.,  13lb.,  13Jlb.,  161b., 
and  221b.  On  the  Palmerstown  river  good  sport 
was  got  with  grilse  and  sea-trout.  Loughs  Callow 
and  Talt  fished  fair.  Gentlemen  visiting  Ballina 
should  bring  their  guns  as  wildfowl  are  plentiful. — 
P.\T  Heabnes. 

Rosses  (Dnngloe,  co.  Donegal). — Until  this 
week  sport  amongst  the  sea-trout  was  a  bit  dull, 
but  with  spates  the  angling  improved  and  a  good 
stock  of  fish  is  now  in  the  Dungloe,  TuUy,  Meen- 
lecknalore,  and  Owenamara  lakes.  The  prospects 
are  really  excellent,  and  indifferent  fishing  will  not 


be  through  want  of  sea-trout.  Some  salmon  are  in 
the  Crolly.  Amongst  the  anglers  out  on  the  lakes 
were  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  Messrs.  King,  sen.  and  jun., 
Mr.  Gore,  Mr.  Henty,  Mr.  Raynor,  Colonel  Purdy 
Mr.  Walker,  and  Mr.  Hamilton.  The  latter  angler 
had  fairly  good  sport,  and  Mr.  King's  catch  of  four 
fish,  3ilb.,  211).,  2jlb.  and  lib.  was  tho  l^est.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lon^h  Deri;  (Klllaloa). — Thin 

week  for  tho  first  time  for  tho  last  throo  months  in 
consequence  of  the  drought,  the  water  has  been  in 
fishing  order  owing  to  several  days  of  constant 
heavy  rain,  and  sport  has  improved.  On  Aug.  28 
Mr.  Oldfiold,  fishing  Mr.  Henry's  preserves,  killed 
two  salmon,  201b.  and  7lb.,  and  Patsy  Ryan  and 
Mr.  Fogarty  got  two  grilse,  71b.  and  Olb.,  on  Mr. 
Cotham's  Mill  Pool.  Pike  and  perch  fishing  on 
Lough  Derg  opened  on  Sept.  1. — S.  J.  Hi;KL(;y. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — Sport 
continues  below  the  usual  standard  as  far  as  .sea- 
trout  are  concerned.  The  t  ikes  recorded  last  week 
showed  an  average  of  four  sea-trout  and  ten  brown 
trout  to  each  boat  daily.  Sport  was  pretty  much 
the  same  on  Namona,  Naiska,  Cloonaghlin  and 
Derriana  lakes. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Fishing  lately  has  been  fairly  good  for  so 
early  in  the  fishing  season.  On  Thursday,  Aug. 
24,  Mr.  R.  C.  Williams  landed  with  fifty  codling, 
several  of  them  were  decent  fish.  On  Aug.  27  Mr. 
Dunkin  took  seventeen,  largest,  4ilb.,  the  rest  were 
small.  Monday,  Aug.  2S,  being  the  Deal  Boatmten's 
Regatta  not  many  boats  out.  Mr.  Dunkin  again 
landed  with  sixteen  codling,  five  over  31b.  To-day 
(Wednesday),  strong  northerJy  wind,  and  nothing 
in  the  way  of  fishing  done.  When  the  weather  gets 
more  settled  and  water  in  fair  condition  I  anticipate 
decent  sport. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Large  numbers  of  codlings 
have  been  caught  lately,  though  the  general  run  of 
them  has  been  small.  Pollack  still  remain  very 
scarce,  but  a  few  good  individual  catches  have  been 
made  by  one  or  two  ardent  sportsmen.  The  water 
is  in  splendid  colour,  falling  in  temperature  daily, 
which  latter  circumstance  should  prove  conducivo 
to  material  improvement  in  sport  with  all  kinds  of 
fish.  On  Thursday  (Aug.  24)  Mr.  Nicholls  secured 
eleven  pollack,  the  largest  of  which  scaled  close  on 
21b.  Mr.  Browning  did  best  of  all  pier  anglers  on 
the  following  day,  his  catch  consisting  of  twelve 
codlings  and  a  few  smaller  varieties.  On  Saturday 
(Aug.  23)  Mr.  Saxton  was  busy  among  the  pollack, 
and  Mr.  Crowhurst  secured  six  nice  ones,  while 
Mr.  Mercer  landed  a  large  plaice,  and  a  lady 
took  a  larger  one  upon  a  handhne.  Messrs. 
Waddell,  Glen,  Young,  Band,  Wood,  Akehurst, 
A.  Burgess,  T.  W.  Burgess,  and  NeweU  were  in 
position  the  greater  part  of  the  following  day, 
and  one  and  all  experienced  a  fair  amount  of 
sport  with  codlings  and  poutings,  while  Mr.  G.  Read 
Clarke  secured  some  nice  pollack  at  an  early  hour. 
Monday  (Aug.  28)  found  no  less  than  fifty-three 
anglers  in  evidence,  but  the  day's  yield  was  not 
large.  Mr.  Whiter,  Mr.  Browning  and  his  sou 
Reggie,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Burgess,  Mr.  Xicholls,  Mr. 
Sexton,  Mr.  T.  M.  Potter  and  Master  Potter,  Mr. 
Morgan,  senior,  and  Mr.  Morgan,  junior,  all 
made  fair  returns,  but  many  of  the  less  ex- 
perienced rodsters  did  but  little.  Mr.  T.  M.  Potter 
headed  the  list  with  eleven  codling  and  one  pollack, 
and  his  httle  son  was  proud  of  his  catch  of 
two  codhngs  and  a  green  wrasse.  Mr.  Whiter 
included  two  silver  eels  in  his  day's  bag,  and  Mr. 
Morgan  was  very  successful  in  his  pollack  fishing. 
Early  morning  anglers  on  Tuesday  (Aug.  29)  in- 
cluded Messrs.  Hannen,  Adams,  Wood,  and 
Waddell,  and  the  last-named  made  a  heavy  bag 
of  small  codlings  before  his  breakfast-hour,  and 
later  in  the  day  Mr.  Mandeville  took  a  codhng 
of  2:Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Nicholls  a  good  string  of  pollack,  the 
largest  just  over  21b. ;  and  Mr.  Branscombe  a  small 
mixed  bag  which  included  one  nurse-dog.  Wednes- 
day, August  30,  was  ushered  in  by  a  strong  north- 
west wind,  and  the  early  morning  witnessed  little 
sport,  some  two  dozen  codlings  making  up  the 
entire  morning's  catch,  and  the  afternoon's  catch 
was  not  worthy  of  mention,  the  best  fisli,  a  codling 
of  over  31b.,  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Browning. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pensanoe. — Very  unsettled  weather,  but  seems 
to  be  improving.  Some  boats  out  every  daj',  and 
moderate  takes  of  fish.  Messrs.  Asliby,  Boyton, 
and  Minchin  (B.S.A.S.),  on  Aug.  23,  caught  twenty- 
five  dogfish,  forty-nine  bream  and  "  sploshers," 
two  gurnard,  three  scad,  one  rock  ling,  one  wrasse, 
eleven  whiting,  six  pouting,  fifty  bibs,  one  conger, 
one  crawfish.  On  Aug.  29.  Mr.  Jenkin  (B.S.A.S.) 
and  sons  had  three  pollack,  eight  mackerel,  six 
scad,  forty  chad,  two  gurnard.  Mr.  Wills  (B.S.A.S.) 
had  two  pollack,  two  mackerel,  ten  whiting.  Jlessra. 
Boytou  and  Minchin(B.S.  A.S.),sixty  chad,  seventeen 
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■whiting,  twenty  bibs,  eight  pouting,  two  dogfish, 
one  scad.  Mr.  Ashby  (B.S.A.S.),  writing  of  sport 
during  his  stay  here,  states  that  in  fourteen  and  a 
half  days  he  caught  sixty -eight  dogfish  (four kinds), 
495  sea-bream  from  4lb.  down  to  cliad,  179  whiting, 
thirteen  scad,  two  mackerel,  three  doreys,  ten 
pollack,  fifty-seven  gurnard  (four  kinds),  six  ray, 
eeventy-five  bibs,  seven  pouting,  one  skate  (speci- 
men, 851b.),  three  conger,  one  hake,  seven  wrasse 
(three  kinds),  one  catfish,  one  rock  ling ;  total,  920. 
Boats  whiffing  off  Lamorna  have  had  fair  sport ; 
one  boat's  catch  for  two  days'  sport  150  good-sized 
pollack.  Ground  fishing  for  mackerel,  fifty  down. 
Ilock  fishing  around  the  coast  gives  good  sport 
during  the  autumn  months  at  Pendeen.  Mr.  Fisher 
caught  three  fine  grev  mullet  besides  other  fish. — 
J.  H.  BowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flsrmontli. — The  weather  has  been  rather  fitful, 
but  fishermen  have  been  able  to  get-  out  between 
times.  The  pollack  and  bass  are  still  giving 
good  sport,  especially  the  latter,  from  the  rocks 
and  piers.  For  the  last  two  or  three  days  we 
have  had  large  quantities  of  mackerel  dose 
in  the  Millbay  Docks,  and  some  hundred  or 
so  fishermen  may  be  seen  on  the  various  piers, 
with  some  very  novel  fit-ups,  catching  these  fish 
in  great  numbers.  One  gentleman  who  happened 
to  be  passing,  but  had  no  tackle,  got  some  string 
from  one  of  the  stores  and  borrowed  a  hook 
from  one  of  the  fishermen,  and  used  his  umbrella  for 
a  rod,  and  he  caught  several  fish  ;  another  might  be 
seen  with  an  ordinary  lath,  which  he  picked  up  from 
the  buildings,  and  was  using  this  instead  of  a  rod. 
The  chad  or  young  bream  are  now  taking  very  well, 
and  with  a  paternoster  on  rods,  three  or  four  can  be 
taken  at  a  time,  and  they  afford  good  sport  as  they 
fight  very  pluckily.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  Sep- 
tember is  as  follows : — Sole,  flounder,  plaice,  dab, 
marysole,  hahbut,  turbot,  brill,  conger,  eel,  trout, 
launce,  pollack,  coalfish,  lythe,  hake,  whiting,  chad, 
bream,  wrasses  in  general,  bass,  red  mullet,  grey 
mullet,  smelt,  scad,  dory,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard, 
sharp-nosed  ray,  skate,  homelyn  ray,  sprat,  herring, 
pilchard,  shad,  anchovy,  and  all  shellfish. — 
WlIiLIAM  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Walton-on-Naze. — Not  such  good  sport  owing  to 
heavy  winds.  On  Aug.  27  C.  Wood  had  some  very 
good  dabs  and  other  fish  ;  other  anglers  have  done 
fairly  well.  Mr.  Lichenfelt  (visitor)  has  had  a  mixed 
bag;  Mr.  C.  A.  Sanders  (B.S  A.S.)  good  dabs,  etc. 
On  the  back  waters  last  week  one  day  Mr.  Allen, 
on  his  yacht,  trawling,  caught  sixty  pair  of  soles, 
besides  slips,  skate,  etc.,  numbering  altogether  180  ; 
and  on  Aug.  26  Mr.  Kartell,  with  a  long-shore  net, 
had  twelve  pair  of  soles,  etc.  So  there  are  fish 
about.  Mr.  A.  G.  Still  has  had  a  few  fish  this  week, 
and  others  have  been  fishing,  but  have  not  been 
doing  much  the  last  two  days.  Wind,  N.W., 
blowing  hard. — J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 


"glofcs  from  if)c  ITorf^. 

The  jelly-fish  have  done  for  the  salmon  on  the 
north-east  coast,  as  far  as  the  netters  are  concerned, 
and  they  closed  down  their  season  on  Saturday 
last  with  a  loss  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the 
year's  average  returns.  The  top  fish  of  the  season 
was  got  at  Nether  Don,  and  scaled  601b.  Many 
between  301b.  and  401b.  have  been  netted  since,  but 
the  average  is  not  above  15lb. 

My  Kintore  correspondent  writes :  "  The  trout 
season  is  now  about  over  on  the  Don  (lower),  and  it 
has  been  a  very  fair  average  one,  some  heavy  fish 
have  been  creeled.  Sandy  Beaton  had  one  of  51b., 
and  Mr.  Impey  one  of  4 Jib.,  both  to  the  fly." 


Anglers  have  been  on  the  qui  vive  for  a  spate  to 
let  the  fish  over  the  dykes,  and  now  they  aie  getting 
it.  The  Kintore  water  is  about  as  good  and  as 
cheap  a  bit  of  public  salmon  angling  that  may  be 
had  anywhere.  For  the  next  two  months  it  only 
costs  10s. 


There  will  be  plenty  and  to  spare  of  angling 
■waters  during  the  current  back-end,  and  those  who 
have  not  yet  had  their  annual  hoUday  are  in  luck 
either  for  salmon  or  sea-trout.  The  spate  may  be 
short-lived.  AU  the  same,  it  has  come  at  the  right 
time. 

Lord  Knollys  is  at  Craig-Gowan  House,  and  is 
di-viding  his  time  between  grouse  and  salmon.  A 
fresh  head  of  fish  from  below  is  now  in  the  Balmoral 
reaches.  He  will  be  joined  by  the  Prince  of  Wales 
on  Monday. 


The  weather  has  been  so  much  broken  since  the 
arrival  of  the  Queen  that  as  yet  she  has  not  had 
any  loch  angling.  Several  excursions  are  on  the 
tapis,  in  which  Princess  Victoria  will  join. 


The  pollution  of  the  Deveron  by  whiskey  refuse 


from  Glendronach  Distillery  into  the  Forgue  Burn 
is  the  subject  of  complaint  by  the  Aberdeen  County 
Council  to  the  Huntly  District  Committee.  Dr. 
Watt,  for  the  Aberdeen  County  Council,  considers 
it  a  case  of  serious  pollution,  and  Mr.  Hendrick, 
analyst,  backs  him  up.  Fungus  was  found  in  the 
bum,  but  no  fish  for  a  mile  below  ! 


Lord  and  Lady  Elgin  are  spending  the  early 
autumn  months  at  Demphail,  Morayshire,  where 
they  will  have  some  excellent  trout  angling  in  the 
Divie  and  Dorbach. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  and  party's  bag  with  the 
Sassoons  la.st  week,  at  Tulchan  Lodge,  Speyside, 
was  :  First  day,  180  brace  of  grouse  ;  second,  107  ; 
third  (Castle  Grant  Moors),  228  and  13  hares. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Clyne  had  a  splendid  time  of 
it  at  Ullapool  lately,  and  especially  among  the  lythe 
in  the  bay.   

The  killing  lures  are  the  Cinnamon  and  Silver, 
and  various  combinations  of  it.  A  red  woollen 
body  in  place  of  the  silver  tinsel  makes  a  tine 
change  for  a  dull  day.  With  a  hackle  in  place  of 
the  wings  is  another  favourite  form,  and  all  these 
are  killing  lures  with  fresh  run  fish. 


The  Creeper,  in  red  and  tinsel,  is  another  very 
good  fly.  It  should  be  dressed  on  a  Pennell  or 
Stewart  hook,  or  a  little  double  below  and  a  single 
hook  above.  The  little  Devon  of  an  inch  and  a 
half  and  the  tubes  (white  and  red)  complete  the 
list,  ■with  a  double  Jock  Scott,  March  Brown,  or 
Silver  Doctor  on  a  No.  6  for  heavy  sea-trout,  grilse, 
or  even  a  sahnon.  Special  Scotch. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  THE  WEST  OF 
ENGLAND. 

It  is  familiar  knowledge  that  the  West  of  England 
is  not  less  attractive  to  the  fisher  than  to  the  lover 
of  nature,  and  to  the  student  of  history  in  all  its 
varied  ramifications.  The  district  included  within 
the  channels  of  the  Frome  and  the  Tamar,  extend- 
ing throughout  half  of  Dorset  and  the  whole  of 
Devon,  is  a  very  fisherman's  paradise,  and  if  the 
Salmon  Fisheries'  Act  were  carried  out  in  all  the 
numerous  rivers  as  it  ought  to  be,  few  districts  in 
England  would  equal  it.  Almost  every  valley  has 
at  least  its  ri-vulet,  emptying  itself  into  some  larger 
stream — the  breeding  place  of  salmon  and  the 
home  of  trout.  The  hUls — for  it  is  a  land  of  suc- 
cessive hills  and  valleys — are  clothed  with  verdure, 
those  in  the  Dorset  portion  presenting  vast  tracts 
of  open  downs,  their  outUnes  broken  by  the  tumuli 
of  chieftains  famous  ere  the  page  of  liistory  was 
written.  The  hills  of  Devonshire  are  thickly  en- 
closed with  hedgerows,  in  which  a  thousand  wild 
flowers  are  garlanded,  and  are  cro^wned  ■with  timber, 
which  a  short-sighted  utilitarian  policy  would  fain 
destroy.  Innumerable  are  the  scenes  in  which  the 
artist  revels  as  he  essays  their  transfer  to  his  canvas, 
while  the  rudest  peasant  is  far  from  being  insen- 
sible to  their  influences.  No  wonder  that  art,  and 
poetry,  and  song  should  find  such  famous  votaries 
among  the  sons  of  the  old  coimty,  thus  born  and 
nurtiu-ed  in  the  very  home  of  beauty.  But  along 
with  beauty  of  this  gentler  and  thoroughly  English 
cast  are  scenes  diversified  ■with  the  solemn  and  the 
grand — as  in  the  ■wilds  of  Dartmoor,  where  the 
winds  and  waterfalls  divide  an  almost  indisputed 
sovereignty  between  them.  This  is  the  coimtry  of 
the  Tors. 

Of  course,  these  diversities  in  the  natural  forma- 
tion of  the  land  are  the  causes  of  diversity  in  the 
waters,  and  consequently  in  the  character  of  the 
sport  which  they  afford.  Upon  the  chalk  of  Dorset- 
shire are  for  the  most  part  clear  and  stately  streams, 
luxuriant  in  bottom  weeds,  fringed  along  their 
banks  with  bushes,  prolific  of  insect  life — particu- 
larly of  the  May  Fly  and  the  rest  of  the  larger 
species  of  the  Ephemeridie — and  yielding  trout  of 
large  size,  lazy  and  red  in  flesh,  such  as  Apicius 
himself  might  revel  in.  Salmon  are  yet  to  come,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  when  the  Act  is  carried  out  and  the 
heavy  water  towards  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  are 
cleared  of  pike. 

In  the  pastoral  parts  of  Devonshire,  where  the 
streams  flow  over  gravel,  and  the  water  is  hmpid — 
the  bottom  weeds  thin,  the  banks  not  much 
wooded,  and  the  supply  of  natural  flies  scanty — 
the  trout  are  small  but  very  vigorous.  A  stiff  rod, 
a  short  line,  a  single  fly — above  all,  a  dexterous 
hand — and  you  may  get  exciting  sport.  In  the 
broader  and  heavier  parts  of  the  larger  streams, 
you  may  add  roach  and  dace  to  the  larger  trout 
which  are  to  be  foimd  there.  I  mention  this  as  a 
matter  of  fact  and  not  as  a  matter  of  satisfac- 
tion, although  some  may  hail  it  as  a  "  diversity," 
as  they  will  hail  also  the  presence  of  bass  in  the 
estuaries  of  almost  all  the  rivers.  But  along  ■with 
these  democrats,  and  standing  proudly  out  in  virtue 


of  their  lineage,  come  the  princely  salmon  and  its 
migratory  congeners — paying  their  periodical  visits 
for  the  purpose  of  "replenishing  the  waters" — a 
purpose  too  often  thwarted  by  the  shortsightedness 
and  folly  of  those  intended  to  be  enriched.  To  fish 
the  larger  streams,  fine  tackle  is  a  sine  qud  non. 
It  is  a  general  custom  to  use  three  and  four  flies  at 
a  time,  these  flies  being  selected  with  the  mo  it 
scrupulous  regard  to  the  times,  the  seasons,  and 
the  manner  of  dressing,  laid  down  by  the  most 
orthodox  authorities.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  shock 
the  prejudices  of  any  man — a  brother  of  the  angle 
least  of  all.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  cast  a  bone  of 
dissension  in  the  midst — to  utter  a  profane  word 
against  the  ancient  statutes  of  the  craft.  But  as 
gently  as  I  can — for  the  truth  may  be  spoken  in 
love — I  make  bold  to  say  that  I  consider  the 
custom  a  bad  one.  I  myself  was  bom  and  bred  in 
it.  I  followed  it  for  years — until  I  found  a  better 
and  a  less  troublesome  one.  And  now  for  thirty 
years  I  have  never  used  more  than  two  flies  at  a 
time  in  any  water,  and  have  never  troubled  myself 
about  the  orthodox  imitation  rules.  I  place  my 
two  flies  from  31t.  to  4ft.  asunder,  according  to  the 
width  of  the  stream,  and  flve  times  out  of  six  one 
of  these  is  a  red  fly  and  tlie  other  a  blue  one — varied 
in  size  as  the  water  and  the  sky  may  be  clear  or 
otherwise.  The  red  fly  is  the  well-known  Red 
Palmer — the  fly  wlxich  hath  its  habitat  in  Devon- 
shire, as  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  hath  its  habitit  in 
Wales.  I  dress  it  with  the  peacock's  tail  for  body, 
ribbed  with  fine  gold  twist,  and  a  cock's  hackle 
wound  up  from  the  bottom — sparely  at  first,  but 
very  thickly  about  the  head.  Several  varieties 
may  be  made  : — 

First,  by  varying  the  colour  of  the  hackle,  from 
blood  red  to  almost  yellow,  including  black  at  the 
head  and  a  black  stripe  up  the  middle  of  the  hackle 
— producing  the  effect  of  black  legs  tipped  with 
red,  and  thus  coming  near  the  Coch-y-Bondhu 
af ores  lid.  Then  you  may  substitute  silver  twist 
for  gold,  in  forming  the  rib,  and  you  may  omit  the 
ribbing  entirely.  Tne  great  point  is  to  make  a 
harmonious  combination  of  colours.  When  I  use 
the  red  fly  for  the  dropper,  I  do  not  ■wind  the 
hackle  over  the  whole  length  of  the  body,  but  about 
the  head  only — thickly.  The  blues  I  also  vary. 
The  foundation  is  the  orthodox  Blue  Dan — or,  as 
we  Devonshire  folk  call  it,  the  Blue  Upright — made 
thus : — Two  fibres  (a  quarter  of  an  inch  long)  of  a 
blue  cock's  hackle  for  the  tail,  or  whisks.  Body  of 
lead  coloured  fur,  ribbed  with- gold  coloured  silk. 
A  blue  hen's  hackle,  and  wings  from  the  starling's 
wing  feather.  The  numerous  shades  of  blue  fvu' 
and  feathers  enable  you  to  produce  the  same 
number  of  shades  of  fly.  Then  you  can  omit  the 
rib  in  some  soecimens,  and  the  wing  in  others — 
dressing  the  fly  "  buzz,"  as  Ronalds  calls  it.  You 
may  also  substitute  yellow  legs  for  blue  ones — -in 
that  case  using  plenty  of  yellow  silk  for  ribbing, 
and  the  hghtest  portion  of  the  starling's  quill 
feather  for  the  wings.  A  capital  variety  is  for.ned 
with  the  body  of  water-rat's  fur.  ribbed  with  yellow, 
a  red  hen's  hackle,  and  wings  from  the  moorhen's 
wing  feather.  No  book  or  paper  that  I  can  write 
would  instruct  a  novice  as  to  the  exact  times  when 
any  particular  variety  of  these  two  species  of  kill- 
baits  are  to  be  used,  or  as  to  their  exact  size.  Nor 
is  tliis  the  occasion  for  making  the  attempt.  Let 
it  suffice  to  say  that  I  believe  they  are  enough  lor 
every  useful  purpose,  and  for  any  river  in  the  West 
of  England — with  the  exception  of  something,  mis- 
taken by  fly  fishers,  but  surely  not  mistaken  by 
trout,  for  the  natural  May  Fly,  and  to  be  used 
when  that  luscious  in-ect  is  tickling  the  palates  of 
its  voracious  and  then  fastidious  devourers.  I  have 
no  faith  in  the  man  who  goes  forth  to  his  sport 
encumbered  with  tackle  even  as  Goliath  was  encum- 
bered with  armour — not  only  with  a  book  filled 
with  endless  flies — alas  !  Mega  biblion  mega  kakon — 
but  with  materials  for  making  flies  "  from  nature  " 
— nay,  more  natural  than  nature,  seated  under  a 
hedge  and  ■within  ken  of  a  bilious-tempered  bull. 
I  have  always  found  that  the  man  who  is  for  ever 
fretting  himself  about  his  flies  has  no  reason  to 
fret  himself  about  the  stowing  away  of  his  trout. 
Whilst  he  is  disquieting  himself  in  vain  by  catching 
natural  flies — "  copying "  them,  and  catching 
nothing — ^his  more  sensible  brother  opposite  fishes 
steadily  on,  not  attempting  to  imitate  that  which 
it  is  impossible  to  imitate — the  almost  ethereal 
forms  of  aquatic  insects — but  employing  all  his 
skill  to  present  his  fly-bait  in  such  a  maimer  that 
the  fish  mistake  it  for  a  thing  endowed  with  life, 
rather  than  for  the  supposed  "copy"  of  something 
living.  I  am  quite  aware  that  this  is  not  a  new 
heresy.  Neither  is  the  imitation  system  a  new 
fallacy. 

It  is  a  grand  thing  to  fish  in  the  wilds  of  Dart- 
moor. I  do  not  advise  the  stranger  ta  wander  there 
without  a  guide — or  he  may  pay  the  penalty  of  his 
temerity. — G.  P.  R.  Pdxman  in  the  Fisherman's 
Magazine,  1864. 
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A.B.S.  Ambeeley  Competition. 
The  above  was  very  poorly  attended,  only  a  few 
over  200  having  their  tickets  stamped,  but  plenty 
.  of  fish  were  weighed  in,  the   first  nine  weie  as 
follows : — 

W.  Ovenden,  Good  Intent  A.S.,  291b.  4oz. 
W.  Osment,  Good  Intent  A.S.,  281b.  lloz. 

F.  Ireland,  Sauth  We?t  Piscatorials,  141b.  l:Joz. 

G.  Ireland.  South  West  Piscatorials,  131b.  6|oz. 
F.  A.  Gray,  Good  Intent  A.S.,  131b.  6oz. 
Bedford,  unattiched,  81b.  4oz. 

A.  Stone,  St.  Albans  A.S.,  61b.  14Joz. 

A.  Long,  Buckland  A.S.,  61b.  HJoz. 

W.  Long,  Buckland  A  S.,  51b.  8oz. 
The  lowest  weight  likely  to  receive  a  prize  is  1  lb. 
Joz.  The  weighing  was  expeditiously  performed  by 
Messrs.  Hunt  and  Watling.  The  distribution  of 
prizes  will  very  shortly  be  arranged — meanwhile  an 
earlv  settlement  for  tickets  will  be  appreciated. — 
W.  H.  Babbek,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society.- 

The  prevailing  atmospheric  conditions  are  any- 
thing but  conducive  to  sport  on  the  Colne,  but  as  I 
write  a  card  reaches  me  from  one  of  the  ^embers 
fishing  at  Harefield,  which  says,  "  The  water  is 
coloured,  but,  at  present,  not  thick."  A  couple  of 
days'  good  rain  would  make  a  deal  of  difference, 
but  in  drib-drabs  it  is  all  but  useless.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
season  the  weeds  were  cut  throughout  the 
"Fisheries"  water,  yet  they  are  again  asserting 
themselves,  and,  combined  with  the  drought,  this 
may  be  accounted  the  reassn  for  small  bags  of  fish. 
I  had  a  stroU  along  the  banks  last  Saturday  after- 
noon, and  in  the  gin-clear  water  there  were  plenty 
of  fish  in  evidence,  and  some  fine  chub  and  dace,  if 
one  might  judge  by  the  repeated  rises,  were  disposed 
to  take  a  carefully  placed  fly — to  say  nothing  of 
some  large  roach  I  noticed  on  the  surface.  The  chief 
interest  at  present  centres  around  the  cup  ties, 
some  of  which  were  fished  off  last  week-end.  Mr. 
Craoknell  was  extremely  fortunate  in  beating  Mr. 
Wilkinson  by  a  small  margin,  and  Messrs.  Barnes, 
Murks,  Sage,  and  Wilson  also  qualified  for  the 
second  round.  Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Braddick, 
and  Getgood  fished  their  ties,  but  as  no  definite 
result  was  arrived  at  they  must  make  further 
arrangements.  Messrs.  Western  and  Hough's  oppo- 
nents gave  them  a  "  walk  over."  A  great  deal  of 
interest  is  being  displayed  in  this  unique  com- 
petition, which  promises  to'  increase  as  the  rounds 
progress.  Mr.  Loudensack,  fishing  the  water  at 
SpringwoU,  has  secured  a  nice  bag  of  roacli,  the 
largest  fi-sh  scaling  1  lb.  6^oz.  and  1  lb.  5oz.  respec- 
tively. Mr.  Norman  has  taken  a  trout  from  the 
Mill  Pool  of  lib.  14Joz.,  and  Messrs.  Viner, 
Bldgrave,  and  Swaine  some  nice  roach.  Mr.  Yar- 
ham  has  secured  a  few  pike,  and  Sirs.  Leroux  and 
Mrs.  Braddick  some  perch  and  pike.  At  the  ordinary 
meeting  on  Aug.  23,  Mr.  Albert  Barnes  pre.-ided, 
and  three  new  members  were  elected.  The  roll  of 
members  is  now  approaching  the  century. — A.  D. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  above  society 
at  headquarters,  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  30,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Gunn  occupied  the  chair  during  the  business  part 
of  the  meeting.    After  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  had  been  read  and  confiimed,  numerous 
reports  from  the  society's  agents  were  read,  and 
•from  these  it  appeared  that  good  sport  is  to  be  had 
at  Filey  and  Clovelly;  at  most  of  the  other  stations 
the  weather  had  been  very  rough.    Following  these 
reports  letters  from  members  on  fishing  expeditions 
were  lead.    Mr.  Hussey  wrote  from  Deal  saying 
sport  was  unusually  good  for  the  time  of  year,  many 
good  takes  of  cojliug,  a  few  whiting,  also  nice 
pollack,  obtainable  fiom  the  pier.    A  member  tele- 
graphed from  Ballycotton  the  capture  of  a  monster 
»kate  weighing  1271b.,  and  a  cod  of  21  lb.   Mr.  Lewis, 
pre.sent  at  the  meeting,  gave  an  account  of  his  very 
interesting  experiences  at  Weymouth  during  the 
past  month.    Out  with  Mr.  Bowles  on  one  occasion 
they  took  on  a  rod  a  shark  of  1.51b.,  on  another 
occasion  a  veiy  fine  lobster  weighing  lOlb.,  and 
measuring,  from  tail  to  claw,  2ft.  .5in.,  the  largest 
claw  measured  1 1  Jin.    Among  other  fish  taken  were 
dogfish,  conger,  and  skate.    Other  members  present 
,   reported  good  sport  at  Deal  and  Shoreham,  at  the 
I   latter  place  plenty  of  fish  can  be  obtained  in  the 
harb'jur.    At  the  conclusion  of  the  business  part  of 
j  tlie  meeting,  Mr.  Gordon  was  elected  to  the  chair, 
;   and  Mr.  Nickels  then  read  a  paper  (prepared  by  Mr. 
\  Stewart)  on  "  Tne  Fishing  at  Kylesku  (Sutherland)." 
I   The  writer  mentioned  that  fishing  at  Kylesku  was 
j  of  a  unique  character,  he  having  got   1171b.  of 
'  haddies  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  hotel 
I  door.    Ttie  fishing  is  in  heavy  tides,  and  a  lead  of 
2Ib.  weight  is  necessary.    The  town  is  situated  on 


Loch  Caimbaan,  some  five  mUos  from  the  mouth, 
and  good  fishing  is  obtainable  throughout  the  loch. 
Cod  up  to  201b.,  coalfish  up  to  221b.,  sea-trout 
(best,  6flb.),  small  flounders,  herring,  mackerel, 
also  some  whiting,  saithe,  etc.  Bait  is  plentiful. 
Very  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr. 
Stewart  for  preparing  the  paper,  and  to  Mr.  Nickels 
for  reading  the  same.  The  usual  toast  to  the 
B.S.A.S.  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  con- 
cluded the  meeting. — P. 

Cabrick  Angling  Club. 
The  third  annual  m^aokerel  tfishing  'competition 
took  place  on  Aug.  23  in  splendid  weather.  The 
boats  left  the  quay  at  ten  o'clock  and  returned  at 
five.  The  take  was  very  good,  the  lowest  being 
over  15doz.  The  conditions  were  ,two  anglers  to 
each  boat,  combined  catch  to  count,  prize  to  be 
divided,  one  line  only  allowed  to  each  competitor. 
Result:  1st  prize,  Messrs.  Gall  and  Symington, 
23|doz. ;  2nd  prize,  Messrs.  Brown  and  E.  Reily, 
21§doz. ;  special  prize  for  heaviest  mackerel,  Mr. 
Gall,  lib.  6oz.  ;  best  fished  boat  (boatmen's  prize), 
Stewart  Shields. — Jas.  Cctlly,  Hon.  Sec. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Although  the  meeting  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last  was  scarcely  as  large  as 
usual,  the  occasion  was — tinder  the  genial  chairman- 
ship of  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin — an  extremely  pleasant 
one.  There  were  many  fishing  reports,  amongst 
them  Mr.  Riches — in  very  stormy  weather — had 
taken  a  capital  salmon-bass  of  3|lb.  at  Clacton ; 
whilst  Mr.  Higgs,  in  Worcestershire,  had  had  some 
capital  sport  with  trout,  grayling,  jack,  roach,  and 
chub  ;  roach  had  also  been  taken  by  Mr.  Salisbury 
at  Tonbridge.  Some  good  fiih  had  been  taken  at 
Wraysbury,  Mr.  J.  K.  Bohling  having  had  roach  of 
lib.  6oz.,  besides  dace  of  8oz. ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbeit, 
roach,  dace,  and  a  phenomenal  eel ;  Mr.  Salisbury 
also  being  successful  with  roach  and  dace.  Two 
gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership,  ballot 
Sept.  12.  The  chairman  was  the  recipient  of  a 
special  vote  of  thanks  for  presentation  of  several 
copies  of  a  capital  photograph — taken  by  himself — 
of  the  beautiful  "trout  cup"  presented  by  Mr. 
Martinez.  After  an  amusing  and  instructive  dis- 
cussion— induced  by  the  very  pluvious  state  of  the 
weather — upon  anglers'  waterproof  clothing,  the 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  brought  to  a  close  a  very  pleasant 
meeting.  It  was  announced  that  on  Tuesday  next, 
in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez, 
Mr.  J.  Dryden  (hon.  librarian)  had  volunteered  to 
read  a  paper ;  also  that  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  12,  there 
would  be  a  roving  competition  for  all  fish — fresh 
water — other  than  pike  and  perch. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  usual  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  but 
owing  to  many  members  being  on  their  holidays 
the  fishing  reports  were  very  scarce.  Some  good 
trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Chess  in  spite  of 
the  low  state  of  the  river.  Mr.  Eldred  reported 
having  had  good  sport  with  chub,  roach,  perch,  and 
dace  with  the  fly  at  Oxford.  Mr.  J.  M.  Dickens, 
who,  with  Mr.  Emery,  is  fishing  on  the  Upper 
Thames,  met  with  an  accident,  which  might  easily 
have  been  of  a  fatal  character,  but  which,  fortu- 
nately, only  had  the  effect  of  giving  him  an 
involuntary  cold  bath.  His  son,  a  boy  of  about 
nine  years  of  age,  m  getting  into  the  punt  slipped 
and  was  precipitated  into  seven  feet  of  water.  Mr. 
Dickens,  in  trying  to  save  him,  overbalanced  and 
found  himself  unaer  the  punt.  Luckily  he  was  able 
to  swim,  and  having  found  the  boy  got  him  on 
board  after  considerable  difficulty.  It  was,  how- 
ever, a  very  near  thing,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
record  that  beyond  the  wetting  neither  suffered  any 
bad  results — indeed,  Mr.  Dickens  was  out  fishing 
again  within  an  hour  of  the  occurrence.  There  will 
be  a  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  and  a 
paper  by  Mr.  Kinnaird,  of  Belfast,  wUl  be  read  on 
Sept.  12. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Harold  Dunn  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
meeting  on  Aug.  30.  Mr.  Potter,  who  had  been 
fishing  the  society's  Barford  water,  reported  that 
the  boat  was  satisfactory,  and  added  to  the  pros- 
peats  of  success.  Mr.  Rayner  presented  a  hand- 
some antique  snuff-muU  to  the  society,  and  was 
accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  The  following 
repjrts  were  submitted: — Mr.  J.  Potter,  roach  up 
to  1  lb.  2oz.  and  perch  up  to  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Parsons, 
a  nice  dish  of  roach  from  the  Thames  ;  Mr.  A.  H.  M. 
Greenhill,  from  Norfolk,  681b.  of  bream  in  one  take, 
best,  just  on  41b.,  roach,  lib.,  perch,  Ipb.  ;  Mr.  G. 
Whitbread,  bream  ;  Mr.  H.  C.  Till,  bream,  41b.  U^oz.; 
Mr.  A.  Piercy,  trout  up  to  lib.  on  fly;  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff,  good  sport  with  roach  rurming  up  to 
1  lb.  9oz.  ;  Messrs.  Linsdell  and  Duim,  bream  and 
chub  ;  Mr.  Westrup,  a  fair  take  of  roach  up  to  1  lb., 
dace  up  to  8oz.,  and  chub  up  to  4Jlb. — G.  W. 


Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers. 
The  season's  report  so  far  has  only  been  moderate 
the  rivers  have  been  low,  the  water  clear,  and  weed 
plentiful.  Throe  coarse  fishing  matches  have  been 
hold,  the  winners  being  Messrs.  C.  F.  Bradford, 
A.  H,  King,  A.  Bullmer,  and  F.  King ;  an  eel 
bobbing  contest  was  won  by  Messrs.  Burkitt  and 
Barber.  In  general  angling  Mr.  C.  F.  Bradford  has 
taken  from  the  Gippiag  twonty-eight  roach  scaling 
just  over  251b.  ;  Mr.  C.  F.  Osborne  has  had  roach, 
perch,  a  tench  of  21b.  12oz.  5drs.,  and  a  rudd  of 
14oz.  from  King's  Fleet.  Messrs.  Saul  and  Evenson 
have  had  a  few  days  at  Beccles,  and  report  good 
bags  of  roach,  as  also  does  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins  irom 
Ntedham  Market.  A  bream  of  31  b.  7oz.  lodrs., 
some  good  perch  and  roach  have  been  taken  by 
Mr.  T.  A.  F.  Crisp,  and  a  tench  of  1  lb.  Ooz.  S^drs. 
by  Mr.  A.  H.  King.  Mr.  A.  Bullmer  has  had  a  few 
dace,  the  best  being  6oz.  14drs.  and  5oz.  12^rs. ; 
Mr.  S.  G.  Howe  also  had  one  of  5oz.  Vdrs.  From 
the  salt  water  Mr.  J.  Burkitt  took  a  bass  of 
41b.  lloz.  12dr8.  at  Shingle-street;  Mr.  H.  Barber 
took  two  of  21b.  8oz.  IJdrs.  and  lib.  15oz.  12dr3. 
respectively  at  Felixstowe,  and  on  Aug.  22,  Mr. 
H.  C.  Hill  captured  a  beauty  of  81b.  2Joz.  also  at 
Felixstowe.— H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 

Openshaw  Central  Anglers. 

The  above  society  decided  their  big  contest  in  the 
Keadby  Canal  at  Althorpe  on  Aug.  27  for  twenty- 
four  valuable  prizes,  the  full  complement  of  memljera 
taking  part.  Sport  was  very  good,  considering  the 
weather,  being^very^bright  and  hot,  the  first  seven 
prize  winners  weighing  in  over  a  pound  of  fish  each. 
The  names  of  the  winners  are  as  follows: — Messrs. 

G.  Beddows,  W.  Chegwin,  W.  Wilkinson,  A.  Wood- 
house,  J.  Pennington,  C.  Turner,  G.  Moores, 
F.  Arnold,  G.  Taylor,  J.  H.  Chadwick,  J.  F.  Lucas, 

H.  Lloyd, .  A.  Horbury,  A.  Lane,  J.  Peacock, 
W.  Renshaw,  E.  Holt,  J.  Kirk,  T.  Arnold,  W. 
Little,  W.  Forrester,  T.  Jones,  H.  Starkie,  and 
S.  Shakeshaft.  The  total  weight  caught  by '  the 
twenty-four  prize  winners  was  19lb.  2oz.  8dr3. — M. 
Chegwin,  President. 

Pisc.vroBiAL  Society. 

The  most  satisfactory  angling  experiences  forth- 
coming at  Monday's  meeting,  Sir.  W.  G.  Fletcher 
in  the  chair,  came  from  the  far  north — the  Hebrides 
to  wit.  Here  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  Mr.  C.  Butler,  and 
Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  are  having  a  grand  time  with  sea- 
trout.  A  telegram  was  opened  stating  that  during 
last  week  (six  days  only)  the  party  basketed  100 
sea-trout  between  them,  Mr.  Butler  getting  a  salmon 
as  well.  The  weight  of  the  latter  was  not  given. 
The  heaviest  sea-trout  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  A.  C. 
Poole  and  scaled  3lb.  12oz. — it  was  killed  on  a  dry 
fly.  Mr.  George  Smith  wrote  reporting  the  capture 
of  a  fine  bream  of  51b.  2oz.  at  Uxbridge,  and  m  the 
same  water  Dr.  Lake  had  a  trout  of  1  lb.  8oz.,  and 
Mr.  P.  Scott  a  brace  of  perch  going  21b.  the  pair. 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  was  not  so  successful  as  usual, 
the  bad  weather  being  against  sport.  The  roach 
had  been  feeding  badly  at  the  week  end,  especially 
on  the  Saturday,  owing  partially  to  the  thick  canal 
water  getting  into  the  river  accompanied  by  flotsam 
and  jetsam  galore.  Nothing  except  a  few  chub  up 
to  21b.  had  been  landed.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
favoured  the  meeting  with  his  presence,  and 
members  were  delighted  to  see  him  looking  almost 
himself  again  after  his  long  and  trying  illness. — 
Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 

VicTOBiAN  Fish  Protection  Society  and 
Anglebs'  Club. 

The  annual  smoking  concert  and  distribution 
of  trophies  took  place  at  the  Manchester  Unity 
Hall,  Swanston-street,  Melbourne,  on  Friday,  Aug.  4, 
at  8  p.m. — J.  W.  Westaway,  Hon.  Sec. 


FROM  THE  CITY  TO  DOXCASTER 
RACES. 


Travel  to  Doncaster.  Lunch  on  train.  Sse 
races.  Return  to  London.  Tea  and  dirmer  on 
train;  all  complete  in  eleven  hours.  Tiiis  pro- 
gramme is  arranged  for  the  forthcoming  races  by 
the  Great  Central  Railway.  In  addition  to  offering 
excursion  fares  by  express  trains  each  day  to  the 
races,  the  company  provide  specially  for  the 
business  men  wno  can  only  leav^e  town  for  the 
day  and  wish  to  experience  no  difficulty  in  getting 
comfortable  and  appetising  meals.  Return  day 
tickets  are  to  be  had,  first-class,  33s.  6d.,  and  third- 
class,  ISs.  6d.,  which  include  luncheon  on  the 
outward  journey  and  dinner  on  the  return.  The 
first-class  passenger  is  also  regaled  with  afternoon 
tea.  Full  particulars  of  the  company's  arrange- 
ments can  be  obtained  on  appUcation  at  Marylebono 
Station. 
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^offings  be  f^c  i5ap. 


"  Happiness  :  a  hall  that  one  pursues  while  it  flies, 
and  which  one  kicks  away  when  it  stops'^ — Le 
Gaulois. 


The  Museum  at  the  offices  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  in  Fetter-lane  is  almost  daily  being 
added  to.  Quite  a  formidable  array  of  glass  jars 
containing  ciirios  or  rare  specimens  of  sea  fish  con- 
front the  visitor.  The  latest  additions  have  not 
been  put  in  formalin,  although  they  are  well 
preserved.  On  the  evening  of  Aug.  23,  Mr. 
Gear  (a  member  of  the  society)  sent  up  some 
very  fine  casts  of  amusing  subjects — the  herring 
family — beautifully  coloured.  One  case  contained 
one  good  fat  Yarmouth  bloater,  a  pair  of  kippers, 
and  a  "  soldier,"  or  red  herring.  Had  the  real  fish 
been  laid  side  by  side  with  the  artificial  there  would 
really  be  a  difficulty  in  telling  "  t'other  from  which." 
A  gentleman  present  described  them  as  looking  life- 
like. So  they  did  ;  only  very  few  sea  fishermen 
have  Seen  a  live  bloater,  or  kippered  herring,  or 
good  salt  red  herring. 


A  GLANCE  at  "  Trentsider's  "  report  of  the  Trent 
at  Newark  will  lead  one  to  exclaim,  *'  Barbel  fishing 
extraordinary!"  No  less  than  214  barbel  have 
fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  David  Slater,  of  the 
Acme  Works,  in  five  days.  I  hear  on  good 
authority  that  he  used  a  No.  12  hook  for 
gentles,  with  finest  gut,' very  finest  line,  and  a  light 
ten-foot  rod,  fishing  from  the  bank.  Another 
hook.  No.  7  or  8,  he  used  for  worm.  I  am  in 
possession  of  one  of  each  of  his  hooks,  which  are 
double-barbed  and  flattened  on  the  side,  rendering 
them  very  strong — in  fact,  he  has  not  found  a 
single  hook  straighten  or  break.  They  are  manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  Wyers  Freres.  and  I  should  not 
be  surprised  to  hear  that  some  of  them  were  used 
at  Henley  by  the  Parisians. 


The  committee  of  the  Abingdon  and  District 
Angling  Association  have,  says  the  Reading  Mercury, 
by  permission  of  Mr.  L.  Harcourt,  M.P.,  netted  one 
of  the  large  ponds  in  Nuneham  Park,  and  taken 
519  large  roach,  some  weighing  a  pound  each,  and 
the  whole  making  a  total  of  2cwt.  301b.  The  fish 
were  turned  into  the  Thames  at  Nuneham  Ferry, 
where  the  association  has  the  fishing  rights.  The 
committee  will  assist  the  Birmingham  and  District 
United  AngUng  Association  in  their  competition 
between  Nuneham  and  Appleford  on  Sept.  11, 
when  there  will  be  nearly  a  thousand  competitors. 

Yarbovv  Ance  Again  ! 
Oh!  canty  craws  the  cock,  at  dawning  o'  the 
day- 
Sweet  fa's,  and  fine,  the  early,  pearly  rain— 
The  Lav' rocks  i'  the  lift — the  win'  blatvs  saft  and 
south — 

And  it's  Hey  !  for  bonnie  Yarrpw  ance  agaui ! 
Oh  !  wae  was  my  heart— as  I  wandered  far  awa'. 

And  wearied  for  the  heather  aU  my  lane ; 
Noo    I'm    home,    lad,    hame  !    and    weel  -  nigh 
greetin'  fu' 
As  I  fling  a  flee  on  Yarrow  ance  again ! 

— T.  P.  W. 


Overheard  near  Laleham. 
My  biggest  roach  ?  Well,  21b.  2oz.,  and  I  were 
only  five  year  old  when  I  got  'im.  Yes  !  I  went 
out  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning — pinched  my 
big  brother's  rod,  and  by  a  bit  o'  luck  got  'im — he 
really  were  a  beauty.  Did  I  eat  'im  ?  What ! 
Ought  to  a  bin  set  up  ?  Er  course  'e  ought,  but  it 
was  like  this.  Yer  see  I  was  nervous  like,  and 
being  cocky  about  the  fish  never  noticed  my 
brother's  rod,  and  stupid  like  stept  on  it  and 
broke  the  top  joint.  When  I  brings  home  the  fish 
I  forgets  to  mention  this,  and  puts  the  rod  back 
without  a  word.  Big  brother  'e  gets  up  about  nine, 
and  looks  at  his  rod.  What  oh  !  He  next  hears 
about  my  roach,  and  talks  to  me  very,  very  private. 
Yer  see  he  was  fourteen  and  strong — not  'arf.  I 
picks  up  one  of  mother's  brass  candlesticks — they 
all  'ad  'em  in  those  days — and,  well,  to  put  it  plain, 
defended  myself  a  fair  treat.  Sudden  the  door 
opens,  and  in  comes  the  dad.  What  ho  !  again. 
*E  jolly  well  licks  us  both  with  a  strap,  and  wot'a 
more,  sir,  bothered  if  'e  didn't  eat  the  roach. 


'  WbitiiJg  from  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Mr.  B.  M. 
Oakeshott  (our  Laleham  correspondent)  says  : — 
"  A  great  many  anglers  are  busy  day  after  day  try- 
ing both  pier  and  harbour,  but  with  very  little 
success.  A  few  small  *  dogs '  have  been  caught, 
and  several  good  catches  of  small  eels  made.  Some 
whiting  have  been  caught  outside,  and  a  catch  of 
sixteen  codling  in  a  draw  net  on  the  beach  sounds 
promising  for  an  early  seaBon."  j 


SILVER  Trout  Angling  Society, 
The  Nag^s  Head  Hotel,  James  Street, 
CoDent  Oar  den,  W.C. 

International  Angling  Competition, 
September  4,  1905. 
Mr.  W.  Hase  and  his  brother  committeemen  are 
finding  plenty  of  work  in  connection  with  next 
Monday  s  match  at  Henley.  It  is  sincerely  to  be 
hoped  that  the  weather  will  be  favourable ;  our 
Henley  correspondent  says  the  water  is  in  very 
fair  condition.  Several  entries  have  been  received 
from  the  Continent,  principally  from  Paris.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Henley  Preservation  Society,  will  occupy  the  chair 
at  the  banquet,  and  that  the  prizes  are  to  be  dis- 
tribated  by  his  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Henley. 

♦  »  *  *  * 

The  three  handsome  silver  cups  are  on  view  in 
the  window  of  the  Sportsman  office  (Fleet-street). 
Entries  have  been  received  from  Abingdon,  Boston, 
Bristol,  Cardiff,  Doncaster,  Eton,  Leeds,  Notting- 
ham, Oxford,  Reading,  Sheffield,  Twickenham, 
Walton,  Westcliff-on-Sea,  Weybridge,  We-st  Dray- 
tyn,  and  from  the  following  London  clubs:  — 
AUason  United,  Amicable,  Excelsior,  Blackfriars, 
Bloomsbury  Bros.,  Bostonian,  Camden,  City  of 
London.  Cobden,  Dalston,  Ealing,  Earl  Darn- 
ley,  Golden  Barbel,  Good  Intent,  Gresham, 
Great  Northern  Bros.,  Harlesden,  HoUoway, 
Hoxton  Bros.,  Izaak  Walton,  New  Albions, 
North-East  Brothers,  North  London,  Oglanders, 
Original  Clerkenwell,  Peckham  Brothers,  Penge, 
Piscatorial,  Putney,  Prince  of  Wales,  Rainbow 
Trout,  Royal  Oak,  Silver  Trout,  Stepney,  Stockwell, 
St.  Phillips,  Thorney  Weir,  Walham  Green  and 
Chelsea,  West  Green,  and  Wiltshire  United. 

*  »  *  ♦  » 

A  full  programme  setting  forth  the  "  Orders  of  the 
Day  "  will  be  issued  on  the  morning.  Don't  forget 
your  "  macs,"  and  don't  forget  that  there  are  one 
or  two  dark  horses  from  the  *'  gay  city"  who  will 
strive  to  take  the  Forty-ounce  Cup  back  with  them. 
May  they  do  so  !  May  the  best  men  win,  and  may 
the  same  good  fellowship  be  extended  to  them  as 
was  extended  to  the  English  contingent  which 
visited  Paris  recently. 


The  North  Pole. 

No  "mortal  has  set  eyes  on  it 

Since  time  began  to  roll ; 
Hence  none  may  venture  to  confute 

My  notion  of  the  pole. 

I  fancy  it  a  fishing  rod 

Upon  a  mighty  plan. 
With  fame  and  glory  for  the  bait, 

Designed  for  catching  man. 

The  Frost  King  on  an  iceberg  sits 

And  angles  night  and  day, 
A  few  may  nibble  here  and  there. 

But  always  get  away. 

— McLandbuhgh  Wilson. 


So  Died  the  "  Skillioalee." 

The  following  is  culled  from  a  Boston  journal, 
dated  July  28  : — "  A  colossal  fish  of  a  soecies  seldom 
taken  by  fishermen  was  brought  to  T  Wharf  this 
morning  on  the  Ida  M.  Silva.  It  is  a  cro?s  between 
a  swordfish  and  a  horse  mackerel,  having  marks 
of  both,  and  is  known  among  fishermen  as  a  '  skilli- 
galee.'  The  capture  was  made  last  Monday  while 
the  Silva  was  after  swordfish  on  the  south-east 
Georges.  The  monster  was  enjoying  a  sunbath  on 
the  top  of  the  water  when  the  look- out  sighted  it. 
The  spearman  jabbed  the  fish  hard  just  back 
of  the  head.  Scarcely  had  the  iron  struck  than 
began  a  fight  such  as  even  the  old  fishermen  had 
never  seen  before.  For  nearly  four  hours  the  huge 
fish  flew  about.  A  dory  was  sent  to  bring  it  in, 
but  almost  two  hours  elapsed  before  it  was  got  near 
enough  to  the  side  and  a  tackle  was  attached. 

♦  •  •  •  • 

"There  was  still  a  great  deal  of  life  left,  and  it 
squirmed  and  fought  hard  to  get  away,  and  even 
when  landed  on  the  deck  it  was  dangerous  to  get 
within  reach  of  the  tail.  The  estimated  weight  of 
the  fish  before  it  was  cleaned  was  14001b.,  and 
after  it  was  sold  this  morning  it  weighed,  cleaned, 
•9501b.  The  fish  is  within  a  few  inches  of  I4ft.  long 
from  the  tip  of  the  sword  to  the  tip  of  the  tail,  and 
from  the  joint  at  the  body  to  the  tip,  25in.  The 
«word  that  projects  more  than  3ft.  from  the  snout 
is  not  like  that  of  a  swordfish,  being  rounded  instead 
■of  flat,  and  runs  out  on  a  line  with  the  under  part 
■of  the  upper  jaw.  The  head  is  shaped  more  like 
that  of  a  horse  mackerel,  and  has  the  gills  of  that 
•variety,  with  the  eye  o£  a  swordfish." 


What  is  the  most  difficult  shot  7  In  the  Bad- 
minton Magazine  of  Sports  and  Pastimes  for  Sep- 
tember this  question  is  answered  by  the  Marquess 
of  Granby,  Lords  de  Grey,  Walsingham,  Ashburton, 
and  Westbury,  Prince  Victor  Duleep  Singh,  the 
Hons.  A.  E.  Gathome  Hardy  and  Harry  Stonor, 
Major  Arthur  Acland-Hood,  Messrs.  R.  H.  Riming- 
ton  Wilson,  F.  E.  R.  Fryer,  Reginald  G.  Hargreaves, 
T.  S.  Pearson  Gregory,  Arthur  Portman,'"'and 
H.  W.  Gilbey.  The  editor  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  getting  these  famous  shots  to  express  their 
opinions  just  at  the  beginning  of  the  shooting 
season. 


JtTNE,  says  the  Yorkshire  Daily  Post,  ushers  in 
the  legal  coarse-fish  angling  season,  but  September 
and  October  are  the  months  when  the  gentle  brother 
of  the  paste  and  float  may  look  for  the  heaviest 
baskets  to  reward  his  patient  waiting  on  the  quiver- 
ing quill,  and  now,  when  the  height  of  the  season  is 
almost  within  sight,  it  may  be  profitable  to  run 
briefly  over  the  list  of  leading  resorts  affected  by 
the  Yorkshire  float  and  bottom-fisher.  Broadly, 
the  rackety  youth  of  our  rivers,  as  they  tumble 
and  dance  down  from  the  breezy  uplands  to  the 
great  plains,  belong  to  the  trout-fishers ;  their 
mature  age,  spent  for  the  most  part  in  listless 
crawling  amid  the  reeds  and  sedges,  through  the 
rich,  rolling  pastures  and  rustling  cornfields,  is  the 
treasured  boon  of  him  of  whom  it  has  been  mali- 
ciously recorded  that  he  will  sit  on  a  wet  sod,  in  a 
cramp -inviting  position,  in  a  drenching  rain  for 
half-a-day  at  a  stretch,  straining  his  eyesight  beyond 
repair  to  detect  the  non-existent  quiver  of  his  float, 
and  then  excuse  his  non-attendance  at  church  on 
the  plea  that  the  seats  are  uncomfortable  and  the 
print  of  the  hymn-books  is  too  small. 


In  conversation  with  Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter-lane, 
London,  E.G.,  he  handed  me  the  following  cutting 
from  the  St.  John's  Star,  N.B.  Mr.  Sinibaldi, 
previous  to  his  departure  for  America,  was  well 
known  to  London  anglers.  "  In  the  window  of  the 
Dingee  Scribner  place,  King-square,  are  several 
handsome  trout,  caught  and  mounted  by  Mr. 
Sinibaldi,  the  taxidermist.  One  of  the  fish  is  over 
61b.  in  weight,  and  was  caught  with  rod  and  reel  in 
Treadwell's  Lake.  Another  is  over  71b.,  but  unlike 
the  first  mentioned,  is  a  Lake  Superior  species,  not 
native.  This  trout  also  was  captured  with  a  rod. 
Mr.  Sinibaldi  is  very  proud  of  his  catch,  and  the 
work  he  has  put  on  them,  in  preserving  the  shape 
and  colour,  is  perfect." 

"  The  funeral  sermon  was  simply  full  of  paregorics 
on  the  deceased,"  remarked  Mis.  Malaprop. 
"  Panegyrics,  my  dear,"  corrected  Miss  Straitlace. 
"  It  doesn't  matter,"  retorted  Mrs.  M.,  "  ti.e  words 
are  anonymous." 

Ran  Down  a  Moose  in  a  Canoe. 
The  following  story  comes  from  Kineo,  which  is 
located  in  the  midst  of  the  game  lands  and  region 
"  way  down  in  Maine  "  :  Dr.  and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Jencks, 
of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  are  the  first  visitors  to  run 
down  by  canoe  a  bull  moose  within  sight  and  sound 
of  the  hotel ;  but  they  accomplished  the  unusual 
feat  recently,  and  a  number  witnessed  the  chase. 
The  moose  was  first  sighted  by  Mrs.  Jencks  while 
on  the  way  by  canoe  to  the  fishing  grounds.  On 
rounding  the  northerly  point  of  Kineo  Cove  slie 
noticed  an  object  in  the  water  near  the  shore,  which 
she  at  first  took  to  be  a  log.  Closer  examination 
showed  that  it  was  moving  rapidly  out  into  the 
lake.  She  called  the  attention  of  the  guide  to  the 
object.  "  It's  a  moose ;  reel  ia  your  lines,"  he 
whispered.  For  a  while  the  guide  held  the  canoe 
in  the  shadows  near  the  shore,  allowing  the 
moose  to  put  sufficient  water  between  him 
and  the  shore  so  that  retreat  would  be  impossi- 
ble, and  then  the  race  began.  With  •  a  good 
start  a  moose  can  lead  the  best  of  canoeists; 
but  in  this  case  the  guide  had  matters  his  own 
way,  for  head  which  ever  way  he  might  the 
moose  would  be  losing  ground.  In  the  course  of 
due  time  the  canoe  was  along  side,  and  the  occu- 
pants were  stroking  the  shaggy  back  of  the  tired 
and  frightened  animal  with  their  fly  rods  as  he 
surged  on,  snorting  and  grunting  furiously.  After 
a  time  the  moose  was  driven  ashoie  half  a  mile 
down  the  lake,  and  later  seen  on  the  mountain  side 
and  on  the  shore  of  the  lake. 


"  What's  that — no  rudd  in  the  Thames  ?  I  know 
there  are.  Caught  one  once,  1  lb.  5oz.,  shoved  'im 
in  along  of  the  roach,  and  went  down  to  weigh  in 
as  per  usual.  Didn't  say  nothing — ain't  up  in  pisci- 
culture, you  know.  Bothered  if  they  didn't  leave 
'im  out  and  reject  'im.  I  says,  '  Look  'ere,  'es  my 
biggest  fish.'  '  Yes,'  says  the  secretary,  '  but  'e 
ain't  a  roach.'  Of  course,  I  says  nothing  much,  but 
remarks,  aotto  voce  like,  '  Well,  I  thought  'e  was 
brilliant,  not  to  say  ruddy  1 '  "      _  Dragnet. 
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^  must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  in  the  Midlands  during  the  pa^t  week 
has  been  more  than  good,  and  sport  during  the 
coming  week  should  be  much  better  as  we  have 
had  some  very  heavy  downpours  of  rain,  which  has 
done  much  to  benefit  our  waters  all  round.  Pool 
anglers  have  been  very  successful,  good  catches  have 
been  made,  and  the  fish  have  been  of  a  much  larger 
size.  Powell's  Pool,  in  Sutton  Park,  has  yielded 
some  good  roach.  One  gentleman  last  week  took  over 
161b.  The  tench  are  now  on  the  feed  in  this  water. 
One  over  21b.  has  just  been  taken,  and  others  of  a 
smaller  size.  These  fish  are  now  on  the  feed  in 
the  Harboume  Reservoir,  and  now  that  the  weather 
is  brighter  sport  with  these  fish  should  be  good ; 
time  back  the  water  had  a  good  reputation  for  this 
species  of  fish.JRoach  and  perch  have  been  taken  from 
Tetford  Pool,  near  to  Oldbury.  The  canal  near  the 
latter  place  and  at  Langley  Green  has  also  provided 
some  good  sport.  Considering  this  place  is  in 
the  heart  of  the  Black  Country  it  is  a  little 
surprising  that  fish  are  to  be  found  here.  The 
Myra  Canal  at  Stoke  Golding,  and  up  to 
Market  Bosworth  has  been  fished,  and  sport  with 
the  bream,  roach,  and  perch  has  been  good  all 
round.  The  Warwick  and  Stratford  canals  have 
been  well  patronised  by  our  Birmingham]  anglers, 
a,  good  quantity  of  fish  have  been  taken,  chiefly 
roach,  but  they  have  run  small.  At  Solihull,  near 
to  the  gasworks,  some  better  sized  fish  have  been 
taken.  Bream  and  small  pike  have  been  taken  at 
Wilmcote,  and  small  jack  near  to  Brearley.  The 
canal  at  Aire  was  is  now  in  good  order,  the  part 
rented  by  the  Birmingham  Association  is  well  stocked 
with  roach,  perch,  and  dace.  At  Fradley  Junction 
good  all-round  sport  has  been  had.  On  the  canal  at 
Droitwich  and  Fernhill  Heath  sport  has  been  very 
poor  indeed.  The  Avon  has  attracted  a  large 
number  of  our  members,  who  all  speak  well  of 
the  fishing.  Things  are  looking  up  at  Twyning 
Fleet.  Several  contests  have  been  fished  here 
lately,  one  winner  taking  over  41b.  Roach 
and  dace  fishing  in  the  Severn  has  been  good. 
Four  of  our  members  took  over  401b  of  roach  near 
to  Worcester.  The  Rose  and  Crown  fished  their 
annual  contest  at  Pershore  on  Sunday  last  for  over 
£40  worth  of  prizes.  Mr.  S.  Archer  took  the  first 
prize.  The  Handsworth  Lion  Society  went  to  fish 
their  annual  at  Buildwas  on  Sunday  last ;  but  after 
they  had  fished  one  and  a  half  hours  they  were 
prevented  by  the  water-baUiff  from  finishing  the 
contest  through  not  having  the  necessary  licence. 
The  members  of  the  White  Swan  Club  have  had 
good  sport  on  their  water  at  Welford.  Good  roach 
and  perch  in  good  numbers  over  1  lb.  each  have 
been  taken.  Stewed  wheat  is  still  the  most  killing 
bait  on  the  Avon. 

FRpM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Up  to  the  present,  this,  indeed,  has  been  a  record 
season  so  far  as  roach  fishing  is  concerned,  and  the 
Witham  has  carried  off  the  chief  honours.  It  is 
remarkable,  considering  its  weedy  condition,  how 
well  the  river  has  fished.  Huge  baskets  of  roach 
and  rudd  have  been  creeled  almost  every  day, 
and  some  prodigious  specimens  have  been  taken — 
as  an  instance  of  this  it  may  be  mentioned  that  a 
rudd,  captured  last  week,  weighed  31b.  ooz.  Several 
matches  have  recently  been  decided  on  the  Witham. 
A  ladies'  angling  club  from  Sheffield  fished  a  match 
at  Southrey,  when  1.5oz.,  captured  by  Mrs.  Hague, 
won  the  first  prize.  The  Sportsman's  Inn  Angling 
Club,  from  Darnall,  also  brought  off  a  match  in  the 
same  district,  and  twenty-one  out  of  twenty-two 
competitors  caught  fi^h  —  the  heaviest  weight 
(lib.  6oz.)  being  taken  by  H.  Stokes.  Another 
SheflSeld  club,  held  at  the  Old  Albion  Inn,  also 
decided  a  match  at  Southrey.  In  this  case  the  top 
weight — 21b.  2l)z. — was  secured  by  H.  Freckingham. 
Spalding  anglers  have  disported  themselves  on  the 
Glen.  A  match  under  the  auspices  of  the  local 
fishing  club  took  place  in  open  waters  at  Surfleet 
Reservoir  on  Aug.  24,  about  twenty  competitors 
took  part,  and  some  good  sport  was  obtained.  The 
best  weigtits  were  as  folljws  : — Mr.  Harold  Massey, 
161b. ;  Mr.  J.  Baily,  91b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  V.  Seymour, 
51b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Crawford,  .51b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Monk. 
41b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  R.  Cjok,  41b.  6oz.  The  total 
weight  of  the  twelve  catches  weighed  in  was  651b. 
lo^cjz. — a  pretty  good  record.  Owing  to  the  large 
amount  of  surface  weed  on  the  Witham,  it  is 
probable  that  the  annual  match  organised  by  the 
Sheffield  Anglers'  Association  will  not  be  held  at 
Kirkstead  this  year,  and  a  meeting  is  to  be  held  to 
consider  the  matter. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  last  week  a  few  fairly  good  catches  of 
roach,  dace,  and  other  fiih  wore  made  in  the  upper- 


reaches  of  the  River  Hull,  and  one  angler  fishing 
above  the  lock  at  Hempholme,  amongst  other  fish, 
had  a  good  chub  of  about  31b.  A  few  nice  trout 
and  dace  have  also  been  taken  at  Frodingham 
Beck-end  and  Snakeholme,  the  Driffield  Canal 
and  Frodingham  Beck  being  in  nice  ply  for  either 
fly  or  minnow  fishing ;  odd  nice  pike  have 
also  been  secured  above  Hempholme  with  live 
bait  fishing,  the  weather  this  week  being  more 
suitable  for  pike  fishing  than  for  roach.  Re- 
ports from  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  are 
very  fair  both  for  bream  and  pike  fishing,  and 
especially  the  latter  which  have  been  taken  up  to 
71b.  each.  Some  good  perch  and  roach  have  also 
been  taken  in  the  Land  o'  Nod  and  Sodhouse  Lock 
districts.  Sport  continues  good  on  the  River 
Ancholme  both  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Brigg  and  the 
Sluice ;  and  at  the  latter  place,  on  Aug.  2;i,  Mr.  H. 
Cornell,  of  Hull,  Messrs.  J.  and  G.  Cheeseman  and 
others  had  very  fair  catches  of  roach  and  bream, 
and  three  nice  pike  ;  and  oa  the  24th  another  Hull 
angler  secured  about  341b.  of  good  bream,  his  best 
fish  scaling  about  41b.  In  the  Brigg  district  several 
takes  of  a  stone  and  over.of  good  bream  and  roach  at 
a  sitting  are  reported,  including  bream  up  to  31b. 
and  roach  up  to  l|lb.  each,  and  odd  tench  of  21b. 
each. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  weather,  from  a  fishing  standpoint,  has  been 
of  a  wretched  character  since  I  wrote  last,  being 
principally  made  up  of  close,  "stuffy"  days,  on 
most  of  which  heavy  local  thunder  rain  has 
fallen,  which  has  kept  the  streams  at  a  "  nowt 
nor  summat "  height,  as  we  have  it  in  the 
local  vernacular.  As  I  write  (Wednesday)  the 
wind  is  tearing  down  from  the  north,  and  the 
outlook  is  not  a  pleasant  one.  I  don't  know 
whether  this  eclipse  is  responsible  for  these  vagaries, 
but  if  it  is  it  is  just  as  well  they  are  not  of  frequent 
occurrence.  I  mentioned  last  week  that  a  good 
run  of  salmon  and  grilse  were  up  the  outlet  of 
Windermere — the  Leven.  Since,  I  hear  that  Mr. 
Fell  had  hold  of  thiee  of  the  latter  fish  one  day  last 
week,  but  only  succeeded  in  killing  one  of  the  n — a 
6-pounder.  He  was  very  unfortimate  with  one  of 
the  others,  having  it  hard  to  the  net.  Mr.  Rawdon 
B.  Lee  had  also  a  bit  of  bad  luck  with  a  fish  of 
some  71b.  or  81b.  weight  on  the  Lower  Levens 
fishery  (Kent).  It  was  hooked  and  played  for  some 
considerable  time  on  small  fly,  but  eventually  it  lost 
its  hold,  a  frequent  occurrence  when  fishing  these 
small  sized  flies.  Sea-trout  fishing  has  been  poor ; 
unsettled  weather  is  never  any  good  about  here — 
and  I  suppose  one  may  take  it  elsewhere — for  heavy 
creels  of  these  fish.  What  local  anglers  are  now 
looking  forward  to  are  settled  conditions  for  the  night 
fishing  of  the  next  moon,  when  good  baskets  may  be 
expected, there  beingag ood  head  of^fishin  the  streams. 
Brown  trout  fishing  has  also  been  on  the  poor  side, 
albeit  I  saw  a  nice  lot  of  nine,  which  weighed  61b., 
which  were  taken  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Kent 
by  Mr.  Dawson.  With  some  nice  settled  weather 
day  fishing  for  these  fish  wiU  now  be  good  to  the 
end  of  the  season.  Pike  and  perch  are  still  feeding 
well  on  Windermere — especially  the  latter — and  the 
char  fishers  are  also  doing  a  bit  better.  Nothing  is 
being  attempted  amongst  the  trout. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  most  important  event  for  this  week  end  is 
the  annual  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  to  be 
decided  at  Worsley.  The  entry  is  disappointing, 
and  shows  a  big  drop  from  last  year,  although  for 
Worsley  alone  it  is  an  increase  on  last  year.  This 
drop  is  accounted  for  by  the  Warrington  Associa- 
tion withdrawing  their  support  which  last  year 
was  extensive.  It  is  remarkable  that  not  one 
team  is  entered  from  Bolton,  Wigan,  Warrington, 
Liverpool,  St.  Helen's,  and  other  angling  centres. 
Two  open  matches  were  fished  at  Leigh  last 
week,  and  Messrs.  W.  Howard  and  H.  Lowe 
headed  the  two  prize  lists  with  good  weights. 
The  Gorton  anglers  at  Althorpe  had  a  good  time 
fishing  for  thirty-two  prizes,  all  of  which  were 
awarded,  Mr.  E.  Crawshaw  heading  the  list  with 
21b.  14oz.  14dr.  The  BoUin  is  in  very  good  order, 
and  should  fish  well  this  week-end.  The  Stanley 
Angling  Society,  Leigh,  intend  fishing  their  annual 
at  Butt's  on  Sept.  9.  "The  Openshaw  Centrals  had 
a  good  time  at  Althorpe  on  Aug.  27,  and  awarded 
all  the  prizes  offered,  Mr.  J.  Beddows  taking 
the  first  with  2lb.  Our  other  rivers,  the 
Ribble,  Lune,  and  Wyre,  are  reported  on 
in  much  the  same  style  aa  usual ;  some  rods  who 
know  the  ropes  do  well,  others  do  nothing  but 
complain. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Anglers  in  this  city  are  now  fearing  that  their 
sport  will  be  overshadowed  by  the  advent  of  the 
"  football  fiend."  Pardon  the  expression,  but  it 
is  the  only  one  applicable,  for  in  every  railway 
carriage  or  other  coaveyaace  it  is  the  one  topic  of 


our  youth,  and  not  to  be  posted  in  all  the  names  of 
fjlayers  and  clubs  is  to  be  dubbod  "no  class." 
In  Mr.  Griffiths'  shop  in  Bridge-street  there  are 
two  fine  tench,  .51b.  and  .5^1b.,duly  mounted  and  cased 
and  caught  by  Messrs.  Atkinson  and  Broadhurst. 
The  West  Salford  Angling  Association  will  fish  their 
armual  championship  at  Broadheath  from  3. .'JO  to 
.5.30  on  Sept.  23.  The  Royal  Oak  Angling  8o.;iety, 
Pendleton,  will  fish  a  contest  on  Sopt.  10  at  Torksey. 
On  Aug.  27  the  Royals  fished  a  mat  ;h  at  No;  th- 
wich  and  awarded  twelve  prizes,  the  first  going 
to  Mr.  G.  Murton.  The  True  Sportsmen  Anglinf; 
Society  will  visit  Northwich  on  Sept.  17,  and  fish 
their  second  match.  The  result  of  the  Moss  Side 
Socials  comes  aa  a  revelation  to  coarse  fishers,  their 
championship  going  for  71b.  65z.  lOJdr.  to  Mr.  R. 
Pendlebury.  Space  only  keeps  quiet  the  complete 
doings  of  this  championship  which  is  well  worthy  of 
a  column  of  the  Fishiw/  Gazette.  The  Ardwick 
Anglers  have  entered  for  the  Bridgwater  Shield— 
they  are  not  frightened  of  the  cra:;k  canal  fishermen. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Weather  conditions  have  been  extremely  adverse 
to  angling  pursuits.  Boisterous  winds  have  pre 
vailed  almost  daily,  and  there  has  been  a  sub- 
stantial fall  of  rain.  But  at  this  period  of  the 
season  hours  of  rain  scarcely  affect  the  ganeral  con- 
dition of  the  Trent.  On  Sunday  it  rose  a  few 
inches,  and  since  then  the  volume  of  water 
running  has  been  of  a  slightly  extended  character. 
Colour,  however,  remains  absent.  Barbel  anglers 
have  been  obtaining  sport  with  the  worm,  both 
above  and  below  Colwick  weirs,  and  a  few  are 
reported  to  have  been  caught  at  Kelham,  Aver- 
ham,  the  weirs,  and  the  weirs  at  Beeston.  No 
news  is  forthcoming  from  Shardlow  and  Cavendish 
Bridge,  excepting  that  the  members  of  the  Welling- 
ton Society  have  not  seriously  gone  in  for 
barbelling.  Fish  there  are  in  plenty,  but  catching 
them  appears  to  be  a  difficult  task.  Roach, 
dace,  and  chub  have  been  taken  with  season- 
able baits,  and  some  eels  have  succumbed  to  the 
worm,  employed  for  the  most  part  on  ledgering 
tackle.  Near  the  city  punt  anglers  have  done  very 
well  indeed  with  the  maggot,  amongst  roach  and 
dace,  and  Mr.  J.  Webster,  the  lesseo  of  the  lake  at 
Wilford,  informs  me  that  recently  one  or  two  of 
his  subscribers  have  landed  bream  going  between 
21b.  and  31b.  each.  Privileged  rods  en  the  Grantham 
Canal,  near  Cotgrave,  have  also  met  with  improved 
sport  amongst  roach  and  small  bream  with  paste 
and  gentles. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Heavy  and  almost  continuous  rain  has  fallen  in 
this  district  for  several  days.  There  is  a  lot  of 
water  rolling  down  the  Teme,  red  as  marl,  and  all 
fishing  off  for  some  days.  The  annual  contest  of 
the  Worcester  City  Club  arranged  for  Thursday  is 
postponed  in  consequence.  The  Severn  and  Avon 
are  still  in  fair  condition,  with  an  increased  volume 
of  water,  a  id  we  may  expect  a  great  improvement 
in  sport.  There  has  been  some  good  sport  among 
the  coarse  fish ;  Mr.  J.  Sutton  caught  61b.  of  roach 
in  the  Avon  at  DeHord.  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Fountain 
Club,  caught  five  fine  chub,  the  largest  being 
21b.  13oz.,  others  large.  Messrs.  B.  Brown  and  Gus 
Probert,  same  club,  had  some  fine  bream  and  roach. 
Brown's  largest,  31b.  15oz. ;  Probert's,  41b.  lioz., 
and  a  perch,  lib.  lloz.  "T.  Sandford,  two  good 
bream  and  six  large  roach.  Powell,  fine  catch  of 
roach  on  the  Camp  Weir,  and  Mr.  A.  Coombs  caught 
101b.  roach  and  aace.  The  annual  competition  of 
the  Spring  Hill  Angling  Club,  Birmingham,  took 
place  at  Twyning  Fleet,  in  the  Avon,  in  which  six 
Worcester  anglers  competed.  Mr.  Harry  Cousins, 
■won  the  1st  prize  (suite  of  furniture  and  two  cups), 
J.  Priest  (Fountain  Club),  oth;  and  F.  Thomas 
(York  House),  16th.  Jlr.  L.  F.  Higgs  (President 
of  the  Worcester  District  Association),  Mr.  E.  H. 
Higgs  (London  Piscatorials),  and  Mr.  W.  Thompson, 
Worcester  City  Club,  had  fine  sport  in  privite 
water — 7  pike,  150  roach,  many  good  bream,  several 
perch;  and  M!r.  L.  F.  Higgs  landed  a  fine  tench, 
3 Jib.,  taken  with  single  maggot  on  No.  13  hook  and 
4x  gut,  the  fish  took  fifteen  minutes  to  get  to  land. 
The  Jolly  Gardeners'  Angling  Club  (Evesham)  had 
their  annual  contest  in  the  Avon  at  Pershore  on 
Aug.  26.  The  following  are  the  prize-winners — first, 
and  silver  cup,  Mr.  J.  Welsh;  second,  Mr.  S. 
Taylor;  third,  Mr.  G.  Ewers;  fourth,  Mr.  W. 
Hunt;  fifth,  H.  Procter;  sixth,  Mr.  Lamer.  It 
was  an  enjoyable  outing.  The  Tewkesbury 
Popular  A.  A.  had  their  annual  outing  at  Bushley 
on  the  Severn  on  Aug.  2o,  about  sixty  competed. 
Sport  was  rather  slow.  The  weighing  in  took  place 
at  the  Plough  Inn,  Tewkesbury;  1st  prize,  Mr. 
Watton,  16ioz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Niblett.  14oz. ;  3rd,  T. 
Crisp,  13302. ;  4th,  Messrs.  Hailing  and  Bassett, 
equal  with  8ioz.  As  I  go  to  post  I  find  the  Severn 
is  risirrg  very  rapidly,  and  the  water  highly  coloured. 
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CUHiJLG  HOTBIL., 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  In 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Boute — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires:  " Oulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG. SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  LAIRO,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.  Good  Boats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.  Parties  can  j^e  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.  ^^^/f/I  Y,  PnprieMx. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  MiddleafOB. 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  aport  of  Pike, 
Soa?h,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water, 
Fre'h  stocked.  860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  IVeqnent 
Tra'Ds  from  all  Metropolitan  atatloni.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  Fish 

Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Rudd,  6  Inch. 
TeDch,  8  Inch. 


Gndgoon,  4  Inch. 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 
FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgb,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Distinguished  J'atronage. 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  Is 
as  i;ood  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 

"And  here  and  there  a  Imty  trout, 
Arui  here  and  there  a  grayling.' 

TENBURY  (G.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 
Fishing; on  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  21  Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  Manager. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3<i.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor.T.  J.  COTTRELL. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 

The  Gweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Anure.  Comfortalde  hotel  acconmioda- 
tion  on  the  banks  of  the  Gweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Lough  Anure,  and  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
50»\  weekly.  Fishing  25s.  weekly,  4Us.  fort- 
nightly, 60s.  monthly.  Grilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.  8,000  acres  excellent  Shooting 
fiom  12th  August.    Apply — 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  DonegaL 
Teleornnis  :  "Hotel  Crollv.  Gwekdore." 
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Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


'Dapping"  Season 
yet  over. 

THE  FINEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM 

Drifts  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
shallows.  Nearly  70,000  acres  of  deep-water 
fishing  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Under  New 
Management ;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  (>>ld 
Baths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Tariff, 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountahi  Scenery ;  bracing 
air  ;  only  41  hours'  rail  from  Duljlin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  apxilication  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


iRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.  Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hdeley,  "  Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


THE  HARRIS  HOTEL. 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  " Hotel  Habbis." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 


FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivera  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf ; 
Billiards. 
C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  &  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appoint- 
ments up-to-date.  Billiards,  fioats. 
Vehicles,  &c.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in 
operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10* 
per  week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets, 
£1  Is. ;  Daily,  5.s.  Boat  and  Man,  5s. 
per  day.  Cheaper  Angling  terms  on 
Upper  Water.— Address,  Manaqiskess. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  iiSI!;: 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden,  entrance  of  BLACK  FOREST. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First-Class.       Clioiceat  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


Comfortable  Private  Home 

Near  River. 


GOOD  FISHING 

AND  BOATS  FREE. 

Apply  to  Mr.  DUCKER,  Great  Paxton, 
St.  Neots,  Hunts. 


GOOD . . 


FREE 


FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommoilation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  8CARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts. 


Glenbellart 
Temperance  Hotel, 

ISLE  OF  MULL. 


For  a  quiet  Fishing  Holiday,  with  fine 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout,  on  two  Lochs,  free. 


Terms  from  35s.  weekly. 

POSTING. 

M.  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  ARROW. 

Best  Free  Trout  Fishing.  Splendid 

rise  on  now.  Also  excellent  Snipe  and 
Partridge  Shooting. —  For  particulars 
apply  to  Geo.  Acheson,  Arrow  Lodge, 
Boyle. 


TROUT  FARM 
AND  FISHING  LAKE. 


Will  any  sporting  gentleman  disposed 
to  take  shares  in  an  old-established 
Trout  Farm,  with  a  view  also  to 
developing  a  good  Fishing  Lake  near 
London,  communicate  with  "  Sports- 
man," 8,  Hillcrest  Road,  Upper  Syden- 
ham. 


T  O    3SZS    I-  13  T 

For  a  Few  Months, 

MILE  OF  SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

on  Welsh  Dee ;  well-furnished  10-room 
Villa,  bath,  stabling,  boats.  £5  monthly. 
—  Apply,  HowcROFT,  Shipton  Street, 
Bolton,  Lanes. 


WANTED. 
YOUNG  MAN 

(Single  preferred),  with  a  good  knowledge 
of  fish  culture,  to  undertake  the  working 
part  of  a  Trout  Farm.  State  age,  ex- 
perience, wages  required,  and  references, 
— Apply,  Proprietor,  Midland  Counties 
Fishery,  Malvern  Wells. 


SALMON  FISHING  at 

NEWTONSTEWART,  IRELAND, 

One  or  Two  Gentlemen  can  have  comfortable 
BOAKI)  at  Wilson  J)ros.,  Main  Street.  Very 
conveuiuut.  Terms  tuudurate. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelo, 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addie 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIBl 
for  pd.  ;  3  doz.  for  38. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. 
or  13  doz.  for  68. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD 
WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheaij 
ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tack 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JoKn  mriiite  &  Bom 

Fishing  Tackle  ManufacturerSi 

OMAQH,  IRBLAND. 


Midland  Railway 


For  your  Summer  Holidays  select  the 
salubrious  Resorts  of  the 


ISLE 
OF 
MAN, 


OR 
THE 


NORTH 
OF 
IRELAND, 


AND  TRAVEL 


Via,  HEYSHAM, 


THE  NEW  QUICK  ROUTE. 


FAST  TURBINE  AND 
TWIN-SCREW  STEAMERS 


DAILY  SAILINGS  {Sundays  excepted). 


IMPROVED  .SERVICE, 
.IcLY,  August,  and  Septkmber. 


HEV.SHAM 

DOUGLAS      ..  .. 

HEYSHAM     . .    . . 

 arr.  12.15 

HEY.SHAM     ..  .. 

. .    . .  dep.  II.O  p.m. 

BELFAST  (Donegal  Quay)  . .  arr.  5.30  a.m. 

BELFAST  (Donegal  Quay). .    dep.  9.0  p  m. 

Saturdays,  11.30  p.m. 

Saturdays,  7.0  a.m. 

ADDITIONAL  SAILINGS  to  and  from  the 
Isle  of  Man  on  Saturdays  and  Mondays,  until 
September  9th  inclusive,  leaving  Heyshain  at 
10.0  a.m.  and  Douglas  at  about  4.0  p.m. 

Apply  for  Illustrated  Guides,  Time  Tables, 
Pocket  Folders,  <tc.,  to  any  MIDLAND  Station 
Master.  Agent,  or  District  Superintendent ;  or 
to  the  .Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby. 

JOHN  MATHIESON,  General  Manager. 
Derbi/,  1905. 


CO.  DONEGAL. 


WANTED, 

TWO  OR  THREE  RODS 

To  join  Advertiser,  for  16  days'  Salmon 
and  White  Trout  Fishing  on  one  of  the 
best  rivers  in  the  county. — Particulars 
from  "  H,"  Florence  Villa,  Vincent  Bead, 
West  Green,  Middlesex. 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 

WILTON  SALMON  FISHERY 

TO  LET  from  29th  September,  nearly  four  miles 
of  valuable  Fishery  in  the  River  Wye  at  Ross, 
where  First-class  Hotel  accommodation  may  be 
had  adjoining  the  Fishery. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to 

H.  HAYWOOD  &   SON,  Hereford. 


WHALEBONE 

10  inches  long,  8d.,  post  free, 
longer  or  shorter  lengths  supplied. 
ZERIN,   HOTEL  STREET,  LEICESTER. 
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FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  Lawrence  Friendly  A.S.  fished  their  annual 
sweepstakes  in  the  club  waters  at  Sutton-on- 
Derwent  on  Aug.  26.  The  river  was  very  low  and 
clear,  and  sport  was  fairly  good  under  the  circum- 
stances. Mr.  Albert  Jonas  did  very  well,  taking 
5lb.  lioz.  of  fish,  and  winning  the  special  for  the 
largest  fi.sh  and  the  silver  cup  and  medal  for  the 
best  aggregate  in  the  two  matches  and  sweepstake, 
also  two  specials  given  by  Lieut.  Talbot  and  Mr.  T. 
Bullimer.  Mr.  J.  Kendal  was  second,  his  catch 
weighing  31h.  ISfc. ;  Mr.  E.  Dodds  was  third, 
21b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Metcalf  was  fourth,  21b.  Joz. ; 
whilst  other  wirmers  ware  Messrs.  T.  B.  Hutchinson, 
T.  Lowther,  A.  Shearsmith,  J.  Lockwood,  and  E. 
March.  The  members  of  the  York  Affiliated 
Working  Men's  Angling  Clubs  fished  their  second 
match  for  the  Union  shield  at  Wheldrake,  ten 
clubs  competing,  comprising  seventy  rodmen.  Of 
that  number  forty  only  appeared  at  the  scales  to 
weigh  in.  The  catch  was  very  small,  owing  partly 
to  the  very  low  water  and  to  the  thunder.  The 
aggregate  weights  are  appended: — 1,  Leeman-road 
Club,  31b.  14J0Z. ;  2,  St.  Lawrence,  31b.  12oz.  ;  3, 
Phoenix,  3lb.  9oz. ;  4,  Irish  National  League, 
31b.  8^z.  Prizes  also  went  to  the  Burton-lane, 
Fulford-road,  Maxby-road  (W.),  Promenade  road, 
Clarence  and  [South  Bank  Clubs.  Wilcox,  for  the 
St.  Lawrence,  had  the  largest  individual  catch — 
namely.  1  lb.  li^z.  The  members  of  the  Woolpack 
A.  A.  fished  their  last  match  of  the  season  at  Scoreby, 
and  foimd  the  Derwent  flowing  rather  clear.  The 
thunder,  too,  appeared  to  spoil  the  sport  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  Anglers  observed  a  great  number 
of  pike  on  the  feei.  Mr.  J.  Steel's  catch  weighed 
41b.  SJoz. ;  Mr.  W.  Siddle's  (second),  21b.  l^oz.  ; 
Mr.  L.  Codona's  (third),  1  lb.  12oz.  Messrs.  J. 
Atkin  and  H.  Bolton  tied  with  lib.  6^oz.,  and 
Messrs.  S.  Wrigglesworth  and  A.  Clarkson  with 
1  lb.  l^z.  Other  winners  were  Messrs.  A.  Walsh, 
R.  Gibson,  W.  Hardcastle,  and  C.  Sutton.  The 
members  of  Bleasdale's  A.C.  fished  their  seeond 
match  at  Linton,  and  found  good  sport.  Mr.  C.  W. 
Linfoot,  21b.  12 3z.,  was  first,  and  also  took  the 
specials  for  the  largest  fish,  for  the  largest  roach, 
and  for  the  most  variety  of  fish. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Bad  weather  has  been  general  throughout  the 
country  since  last  notes  were  written,  and  heavy 
floods  have  been  very  much  in  evidence.  It  was 
expected  that  sport  would  show  much  improve- 
ment when  the  waters  fined  down,  but  such  has 
not  been  the  case,  except  in  a  few  instances.  So 
far,  the  angling  season  has  yielded  on  the  whole 
much  below  the  average  results,  and  whether 
September  will  make  any  amends,  of  course 
remains  to  be  seen.  Many  anglers  are  hope- 
ful, however,  that  good  sport  will  be  had  at 
the  principal  stations  ere  the  angling  season  comes 
to  a  close.  Sea  angling  has  been  much  retarded  by 
bad  weather  and  high  seas.  During  the  favourable 
spells — which  were  few  and  short — good  sport  was 
generally  had  along  the  Atlantic  coast  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  whiting  and  maskerel.  Many  visitors 
staying  at  hotels  situated  near  this  coast  turned 
their  attention  to  sea  angling  when  matters  were 
dull  on  the  fresh  waters,  and  were  glad  of  the 
change. 

NoKTH  OF  Ireland. 
The  heavy  spates  of  last  week  have  thoroughly 
washed  out  the  northern  rivers,  and  where  flax 
water  was  ready  for  going  it  went  without  doing 
much  harm.  Unfortunately,  there  is  still  some  of 
the  fluid  in  the  dams,  and  it  may  come  at  a  more 
inopportune  time.  Before  the  floods,  trouting  on 
the  Erne  was  good  about  the  Ballyshannon  and 
Belleek  reaches.  Plenty  of  fresh- run  salmon  are 
now  going  up  the  river.  From  all  parts  of  the 
province  come  good  accounts  of  running  salmon 
and  sea-trout.  'This  looks  well  for  the  back  end  of 
the  season. 


Mr.  E.  Phillips,  of  Lancaster,  reports  a  curiovis 
occurrence.  He  was  trolling  with  a  natural  minnow 
'.n  a  deep  part  of  the  River'Lune,  where  it  is  hardly 
passible  to  fish  any  other  way.  While  doing  so,  he 
hooked  and  landed  a  (iin.  flatfi-ih,  a  fluke,  known 
locaUy  ai  fresh-water  fluke.  In  old  days  these 
fish  came  up  from  the  sea,  but  the  building  of  the 
weir  kept  them  in  fresh  water,  where  they  have 
multiplied  on  the  sandy  bed  of  the  river.  They  are 
regularly  caught  by  lads  with  a  worm,  but  nobody 
in  the  district  ever  heard  of  one  being  caught  on  a 
spinner  before.  The  last  triangle  was  well  inside 
its  mouth.  The  boatman  and  two  others  were  with 
Mr.  Phillips  at  the  time,  and  the  incident  is  abso- 
lutely beyond  question.  Mr.  Phillips  regards  it  as 
the  most  curious  incident  in  his  fishing  career — even 
Stranger  than  when  he  hooked  a  large  eel  while 
spinning  a  spoon  for  pike  in  Lincolnshire  two  yeera 
ago,  as  reported  in  the  Fiahing  Gazette  at  the  time. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

M.  C.  Thorn.  —  Apply  to  Mr.  Wra.  Vickery, 
Torcross  Hotel,  near  Kingsbridge,  South  Devon,  or 
to  Mr.  G.  Acheson,  Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 


Xettete  to  the  lEbitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


MR.  PENNELL  AND  EYED  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  decline  to  be  drawn  into  another 
controversy  on  the  subject  of  eyed  hooks.  Whether 
Mr.  Pennell's  exercise  on  the  use  of  the  personal 
pronoun  was  found  to  relate  to  matters  of  fact  or 
fiction  would  not  interest  your  readers  in  the  least. 
No  one  cares  a  button  about  the  question. 

Unlike  Mr.  Pennell,  I  have  no  interest,  pecuniarily 
or  otherwise,  in  the  sale  of  any  brand  of  hooks.  I 
have  no  prejudice  against  his  hooka,  but  I  am 
entitled  to  have  a  preference  for  others ;  and  all  I 
have  done  has  been  to  state  my  preference  some- 
what emphatically.  The  plain  inference  from  what 
I  have  previously  written  is  that  I  tried  down- 
turned  eyes  and  did  not  like  them,  and  so  gave  my 
jjreference  to  the  up-turned  eyes.  Later  on  Mr. 
Pennell  discovered  merits  (which  I  have  never  been 
able  to  recognise)  in  hooks  with  the  eyes  turned 
down,  and  so  brought  them  to  the  notice  of  the 
public.  Neither  then  nor  at  any  time  since  have  I 
ever  claimed  "invention,"  nor  have  I  sought  to 
rob  Mr.  Pennell  of  any  credit  to  which  he  thinks 
himself  entitled.  Consequently  I  am  unable  to 
understand  his  present  absurdly  sensitive  attitude 
about  a  matter  which  has  never  been  in  dispute, 
nor  can  I  see  that  a  record  of  his  patents  and  the 
amount  of  his  royalties  come  relevantly  into  the 
discussion. — Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Hall. 


"  ARDARA  FISHING." 

Dear  Sir, — To-day  I  received  a  copy  of  your 
issue  of  Aug.  19,  in  which  appears  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cheeld  on  the  Ardara  fishing. 

Had  your  correspondent  received  my  letters — 
which  he  asked  to  be  forwarded,  care  of  Station- 
master,  Stranorlar — this  misleading  communication 
might  not  have  been  published,  as  the  true  state  of 
the  white  trout  fishing  at  Ardara  was  explained  to 
him  therein,  and  the  explanation  upholds  the 
article  of  "  E.  S.  S.,"  inasmuch  as  it  shows  that  no 
deception  would  occur  by  writing  the  undersigned. 
It  will  also  show  to  you,  sir,  and  the  readers  of  your 
paper  that  Mr.  Cheeld' b  interpretation  of  his  con- 
versation with  me  in  the  bar  is  groundless.  Mr. 
Cheeld  should  have  informed  me  that  he  did  not 
call  for  his  letters  at  Stranorlar,  then  I  would  have 
cleared  the  matter  with  him. 

I  have;  an  idea  that  before  writing  to  the  public 
Press  a  man  should  be  fully  acquainted  with  what 
he  is  writing  about. 

Mr.  Cheeld  camo  into  the  bar  and,  I  think, 
ordered  a  drink ;  in  any  case  he  asked  me,  "  Have 
the  white  trout  come  up  yet  ?  "  to  which  my  reply 
was,  "  They  have  come  up,  there  are  plenty  in  the 
river,  but  they  are  not  taking  freely."  He  asked  me, 
'•  How  is  that,"  and  I  tried  to  explain  to  him  that  I 
knew  no  cause  other  than  that  we  had  an  excep- 
tionally long  drought  from  the  middle  of  May  until 
the  middle  of  July,  and  one  could  see  the  white 
trout  coming  into  the  mouth  of  the  rivers  each  tide, 
but  they  went  out  again,  as  there  was  no  water  to 
bring  them  into  the  rivers ;  and  further  this  may 
have  had  an  effect  on  those  trout  that  did  get  into 
the  rivers  afterwards  with  the  change  of  weather 
about  July  20. 

The  conversation  as  stated  above  can  be  corrobo- 
rated by  the  head  waterkeeper  on  the  Lower 
Owenea,  who  happened  to  be  in  the  bar  at  the  time, 
by  an  assistant,  aad  by  my  brother. 

To  show  that  I  have  given  an  honest  opinion  of 
the  fishing  I  have  this  day  requested  the  Station- 
master  at  Stranorlar  to  forward  a  letter  addressed 
by  me  to  Mr.  Cheeld.  in  his  care,  to  R.  B.  Ma'-ston, 
Esq.,  Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  in  order  to  let  you,  sir,  see 
that  it  carries  with  it  the  subject  of  my  conversation 
with  Mr.  Cheeld,  as  given  above. 

There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  rivers  and  lakes 
here,  but  they  will  not  look  at  a  fly  this  season.  If 
you  would  be  kind  enough  to  write  to  some  of  the 
anglers  who  have  been  here  during  August,-  and 
who  are  personally  known  to  yoiu-self,  it  ,will  be 
proven  that  the  lakes  and  rivers  are  all  stocked 
with  fish.  They  have  seen  them,  but  anglers  have 
had  very  indifferent  sport. 

Why  fresh  run  salmon  and  sea-trout  do  not  rise 
tliis  month,  and  yet  fed  freely  during  May,  June, 
and  July  in  very  bright  weather,  I  leave  to  others 
more  skilled  in  the  effects  of  the  atmospheric 
changes  oa  fish  to  4©termi4e.  Trusting  this  explaiia- 


tion  will  be  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Choald  anl  to  your- 
self,— I  am,  sir,  yours  faithfully,       D.  McNhlls. 

Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel,  Ardara, 
Co.  Donegal,  Aug.  23. 

[It  seems  to  me  that  this  explanation  from  Mr. 
D.  McNeils,  of  the  Ne-ibitt  Arms  Hotel,  is  a  reason- 
able one,  and  if  Mr.  Cheeld  had  received  the  letters 
he  would  not  have  been  disappointed.  As  for  sea- 
trout  and  grilse  not  *'  taking  "  in  consequence  of 
lowness  of  water,  or  in  consequence  (of  goodness 
knows  what,  I  have  had  plenty  of  experience  of 
it  the  last  two  months  where  I  have  fished  ia 
rivers  full  of  grilse  and  then  in  others  full  of  sea- 
trout  which  would  not  look  at  a  fly — anglers  using 
worm  got  an  odd  fish  or  two.  Some  of  the  best 
fishing-places  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  been 
perfect  failures  this  season.  Personally,  I  would 
not  like  to  judge  anyplace  by  merely  one  visit,  even 
if  it  extended  to  a  month.  Hero  is  an  instance  of 
the  general  bad  sport  in  some  districts.  On  th» 
Owenduff  river  in  Mayo  one  party  of  anglers  had 
over  eighty  salmon  and  over  GOO  sea-trout.  This 
season  sport  has  been  miserable,  some  rods  flogging 
the  pools  for  a  fortnight  without  a  rise.  Then  take 
a  place  like  Gweedore,  where  there  is  a  fairly  steady 
flow  of  water  from  the  lake.  In  some  seasons  sport 
there  is  splendid,  in  others  you  would  think  there 
never  was  a  fish  in  the  district. — Ed.] 


"A  NOTE  FROM  THE  EDEN." 

Dear  Sir, — In  connection  with  the  letter  of 
Mr.  John  J.  Hardy  under  the  heading,  "A  Note 
from  the  Eden,"  may  I  venture  to  say  its  contents 
may  be  somewhat  misleading  to  any  intending 
visitor  to  Carlisle. 

1.  That  Mr.  Hardy  was  enjoying  the  fishing  of 
private  water  to  which  only  friends  of  the  lessee 
have  access. 

2.  That  it  would  I  think  be  well-nigh  impossible 
to  obtain  a  permit  to  fish  as  the  water  is  let  to  a 
private  gentleman  or  gentlemen. 

3.  That  the  fishing  in  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's 
(not  Duke  of  Portland)  Socage  water  is  not  very 
reliable.  It  is  at  times  good,  and  at  times  miserably 
bad. 

Further,  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association  are 
indebted  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  for  the  right  to 
fish,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  a 
permit  for  payment  of  a  fee  or  as  an  act  of  grace 
from  Mr.  H.  H.  Hodgkinson,  the  secretary  of  the 
association,  in  addition  to  the  licence  duty  of  5s. 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Hardy.  The  permission  is,  I 
think,  usually  granted  free  to  visitors.  There  is, 
therefore,  a  big  risk  of  obtaining  good  sport  to  a 
holiday  maker,  but  if  he  cared  to  take  the  risk, 
well  and  good. 

Mr.  John  Strong,  Castle  street,  would  be  glad  to 
furnish  the  best  flies  for  the  water  if  called  upon. 
Our  association  is  indebted  to  His  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  aad  Mr.  Mclnnes,  of  Rickerby,  for 
its  Eden  stretches,  and  to  these  gentlemen  the 
members  are  grateful.  May  they  long  hve  to  keep 
out  the  man  who,  with  long  purse,  comes  and  cuts 
out  what  is  a  pleasure  to  hundreds  of  working  men 
by  snapping  up  for  their  individual  aggrandisement 
what  in  some  measure  should  be  open  to  each 
lover  of  nature  in  spite  of  financial  position.  Of 
course  each  individual  has  his  right  to  make  a 
bargain  and  be  successful  in  business,  but  when  a 
fish  passes  from  one  'stretch  of  water  to  another  it 
may  be  fifteen  or  twenty  different  proprietors'  or 
riparian  owners'  possession  in  a  day.  Why,  then, 
should  it  be  reserved  for  the  riparian  owners  pure* 
and  simple  ? 

We  hope  that  other  large-hearted  owners  may 
come  to  the  rescue  of  our  association.  In  the 
Caldew  Mr.  Stead  has  given  us  a  grand  stretch  at  a 
mere  nominal  figure.  We  hope  he  may  long  see  his 
way  to  benefit  the  dozen  of  hard-working  fellows 
who  patronise  his  lovely  meadows  and  breathe  the 
fresh  breeze  of  the  Caldew  VaUey.  It  is  to  such 
gentlemen  we  are  deeply  indebted  for  our  wee  bit 
of  life's  good  tilings. 

And  now  for  my  final  note.  We  would  like  to 
include  again  in  this  category  Mr.  Thos.  Robinson. 
May  I  suggest  that  he  might  see  his  way  to  issue 
day,  week,  or  monthly  tickets  for  his  water.  He 
has  a  right  to  make  his  own  from  the  water.  It  no 
doubt  costs  him  a  great  deal  initially.  Personally, 
I  blame  him  not  for  letting  his  stretch  to  the  man 
who  pays  well.  But  can  certain  CarUsle  men  not 
pay  their  sum  per  diem  ?  I  venture  to  say  Jlr. 
Strong,  Castle-street,  would  be  glad  to  issue  such 
tickets  on  Mr.  Robinson's  behalf,  and  how  pleasant 
a  day  or  two  on  the  old  Chirm  or  Carr  Head  streams 
would  be.  Five  shillings  a  day  is  not  too  much, 
but  he  might  let  it  at  2s.  6d.  or  os.  per  week,  £1  per 
month,  or  £4  the  season,  with  a  hmited  charge  for  the 
big  fish,  say  £3  for  the  months  August,  September, 
and  October,  for  all  sorts  of  fishiag.  I  think,  as  the 
water  is  continually  being  restocked  from  the  sea, 
such  a  scheme  could  be  worked  in  with  the  existing 
letting  to  private  gentlemen,  as  these  parties  rarely 
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fish  the  whole  time,  allowing  the  Carlisle  men  to 
take  the  free  days  or  weeks.  I  believe  Mr.  Robin- 
son is  not  badly-disposed  to  the  Carlisle  people. 
Some  few,  like  everyone  else,  he  is  justified  in 
objecting  to.  Perhaps  he  might  give  a  hint  in  the^e 
columns  of  his  feeling  in  the  matter.  Meanwhile, 
I  am,  faithfully  yours,  Robt.  Baxteb. 

73,  Richardson-street,  Carlisle. 

Aug.  26.   

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  EDEN. 

Dear  Sib, — Tn  your  issue  of  Aug.  26  you  publish 
a  note  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  which  contains  the 
following  :— 

"  There  is,  of  course,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Carlisle,  the  Duke  of  Portland's  fishing  which  is  free, 
and  the  licence  for  which  is  5s."  (The  itahcs  are 
mine.)  This  is  incorrect,  and  anyone  coming  to 
Carlisle  on  the  faith  of  it  for  sea-trout  and  whiting 
fishing  would  be  disappointed,  and  might  be 
involved  in  unple9,8antnes?.  I  have  made  careful 
inquiries  and  I  cannot  learn  that  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land has  any  fishing  rights  whatever  in  tlie  Eden  in 
the  vicinity  of  CarUsle,  and  the  only  water  which 
can  be  fished  for  trout  and  salmon  for  a  lii'ence  of 
5s.  for  the  season  is  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  Socage 
water,  and  this  is  probably  what  Mr.  Hardy  intended 
to  refer  to,  but  in  addition  to  the  fishery  board 
licence,  the  permit  of  the  Carlisle  Angling  A.ssucia- 
tion,  to  whom  it  is  leased,  is  also  required. 

I  know  of  no  free  fishing  for  trout  and  salmon  in 
the  Eden  near  Carli-le,  and  this  is  pretty  well 
known,  so  what  Mr.  Hardy  meant  by  "of  course" 
is  not  quite  apparent. — Yours  faithfully, 

  J.  E.  B. 

THE  EFFECT  OF  RESTOCKING. 

Dear  Sir, — Just  a  year  ago  you  we"e  good 
enough  to  insert  a  letter  describing  the  effect  of 
restocking  upon  a  little  known  Hertfordshire  stream, 
and  the  good  sport  resulting  from  this  process. 

It  has  recently  been  my  good  fortune  tj  visit 
another  stream  in  this  same  district,  the  name  of 
which  is  but  little  known  even  among  the  keen 
trout  anglers  of  the  Metropolis.  This  stream  is 
called  the  Oughton,  and  rises  ,to  the  westward  and 
not  a  great  way  from  Hitchin,  and  after  broadening 
out  flows  for  a  distance  of  about  two  miles,  and  joins 
the  Hiz,  whose  fishing  glories  I  described  last  year. 

Until  less  than  a  year  ago  this  stream  was  prac- 
tically tenantless  of  trout,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  old  monsters  which  represented  the  survival  of 
the  fittest.  These  lived  a  precarious  existence, 
and  were  never  known  to  move  except  at  nights 
when  they  fed  sumptuously  upon  the  rich  food  of 
the  stream,  and  from  the  flies  and  moths  from  the 
luxuriant  growth  of  sedges  which  lined  the  banks, 
and  then  almost  choked  the  stream. 

Then  it  occurred  to  Commander  Fellowes  (whose 
name  is  often  seen  in  the  columns  of  this  paper), 
through  whose  estate  it  eventually  ran,  that  the 
natural  advantages  of  the  stream  would  bear 
cultivation,  and  I  understand  he  acquired  the 
fishing  rights  from  the  Crown,  in  whom  they  were 
vested,  and  proceeded  to  carry  out  hij  idea. 

The  stream  comes  within  the  category  of  a  chalk 
stream — with  here  and  there  patches  of  weeds 
teeming  with  fresh-water  shrimp.  Into  the  upper 
mile  of  this  water  there  were  turned  between  700 
and  800  trout — all  of  them  between  two  and  three 
years  old.  The  majority  of  these  fi^h  were  of 
a  cross  between  the  Levens  and  that  excellent 
breed  of  Hertfordshire  trout.  The  lower  part  of 
the  water  is  narrow  and  in  many  places  unfishable. 
But  as  one  strolls  along  the  banks  one  cannot  help 
noticing  great  quantities  of  trout  darting  hither  and 
thither — many  of  them  over  1  lb.  in  weight. 

Now  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  month  of  July 
is,  as  a  rule,  a  poor  month  for  the  trout  fisher,  and 
on  mcst  streams  the  rise  is  an  evening  one.  The 
Oughton  is  no  exception  to  this  rule,  and  the  rise 
begins  in  July  at  from  five  o'clock  onwards.  At 
fiist  the  rises  are  few  and  far  between,  but  later  in 
the  evening,  just  as  one  is  begirming  to  pack  up, 
the  surface  of  this  stream  was  literally  boiling  with 
ri-iing  fish. 

I  found  that  the  lately  discussed  "  Spent 
Wickhams "  account  for  some  good  fish,  and  any 
keen  man  with  the  fly  should  have  no  difficulty 
on  this  water  in  killing  two  or  three  brace  of  fish  from 
^Ib.  to  l^lb.  None  above  that  weight  fell  to  my 
lot,  but  several  of  that  weight  and  under  gave  the 
most  splendid  sport  and  were  really  difficult  to  land. 

I  gathered  from  Headkeeper  Watton  (who  is 
a  man  of  considerable  experience,  both  in  the 
breeding  of  trout  and  in  the  management  of 
streams)  that  at  T)resent  only  two  rods  are  let  on 
this  choice  piece  of  water. 

It  is  a  fascinating  stream  for  the  dry-fly  man. 
The  sides  for  the  most  part  have  a  rich  growth  of 
high  grass  and  sedges,  which,  coming  almost  to  the 
armpits,  effectually  screen  the  angler,  and  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  stalking  his  fish.  But  for  this  it 
would  be  a  most  difficult  strea.m  to  fish,  as  it  is  ia 
no  part  of  any  great  depth. 


This  is  the  first  season  after  restocking,  and  the 
results  are  truly  remarkable,  and  show  what  can 
be  done  even  with  a  depleted  stream,  provided  the 
process  is  cariied  out  on  a  really  liberal  scale. 

That  such  will  be  the  case  on  this  stream  there  is 
some  guarantee  from  the  fact  that  as  it  runs 
through  the  owner's  picturesque  park  there  is 
a  hatchery  and  many  ponds,  well  filled  with  growing 
fish  getting  ready  to  be  turned  in  in  future  seasons. 

The  River  Oughton.  Uke  its  neighbour  the  Hiz, 
is,  I  think,  a  good  illustration  of  the  effects  of 
restocking. — Yours  truly,  J.  Le  Veneub. 

Bedford.   

LOUGH  MELVIN  TROUT. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  just  received  six  brown  trout, 
the  catch  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  on  Lough  Melvin. 
I  herewith  give  size,  measuring  from  the  eye  to  tail : 
17in.,  Kiin.  14^in.,  14in.,  and  13in.  They 

were  caught  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  23.  They  have 
had  it  rather  rough  and  windy  of  late,  also  rather 
cold. — Yours  truly,  A.  W.  Taylor. 

54,  Earlsfield-road,  Wandsworth  Common,  S.W. 

EXPERIENCE  WITH  RAINBOWS. 

De.\r  Sir, — On  June  19  I  received  a  letter  from 
a  friend  of  mine  at  Pitloclxry,  N.B.    He  says  : — 

"  Perhaps  you  remember  that  in  March,  1901,  I 
put  500  one-year-old  rainbows  (along  with  500 
other  trout)  into  my  small  loch  here.  Since  then 
about  forty  of  the  former  have  been  caught,  but  not 
one  last  season,  so  I  saspected  they  had  become 
ground  feeders  and  cannibals,  and  useless  for  fly 
fishing.  So  about  two  montlis  ago  I  had  a  drag-net 
made  to  take  them  out  to  kill  them  as  a  failure. 
We  tried  for  a  day  and  a  half  and  got  plenty  of  Loch 
Levens,  etc.,  and  returned  them,  but  not  a  single 
rainbow.  They  could  not  possibly  get  out,  so  the 
question  is,  where  have  they  gone  ?  The  net  couldn't 
miss  all  (eventually  I  had  a  chain  fastened  to  its 
bottom).  Have  they  died  and  fallen  to  the  bottom  ? 
I  really  cannot  myself  answer  this  question." 

I  sent  the  above  to  my  friend  Mr.  Vogelsang,  of 
the  California  Fish  Commission,  and  I  enclose  to 
you  his  reply — it  may  interest  your  readers. — Yours 
truly  James  Watt. 

Here  is  the  letter  from  Mr.  Vogelsang  : — 

"  My  dear  Sir, — -Yours  of  July  13  I  found  this 
morning  on  my  return  from  Sisson.  I  was  quite 
interested  in  what  your  friend  from  the  '  Land  of 
the  Heather  '  has  to  say  about  his  experiments. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  the  disappearance  of  the  rain- 
bow is  due  altogether  to  the  Loch  Leven  trout.  In 
a  stream  the  rainbow  would  have  been  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves,  but  the  Loch  Leven  is  a  more 
vigorous  fighter  and  a  more  active  fish  in  calm 
water.  Both  varieties  are  carnivorous,  and  the 
larger  and  stronger  will  always  prey  on  the  smaller, 
even  of  his  own  tribe. 

"  The  Loch  Leven  would  develop  faster.  The 
rainbow  spawn  in  the  springtime,  the  Loch  Leven 
in  the  fall,  so  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  Loch 
Leven  were  practically  a  year  and  a  half  old  when 
planted,  and  the  rainbow  only  yearlings.  The  con- 
ditions being  the  most  favourable  for  the  Loch  Leven, 
they  would  have  a  decided  advantage.  The  fact 
that  your  friend  caught  about  forty  of  the  rainbow 
only  indicates  that  a  certain  number  survived  for  a 
time,  as  the  rainbow  are  very  gamey  and  can  take 
care  of  themselves  in  most  circumstances,  but  they 
were  pitted  against  a  foe  that  was  more  than  their 
equal,  therefore  it  would  be  only  a  question  of  time 
before  one  or  the  other  disappeared.  In  other 
words,  it  would  be  a  case  of  '  a  survival  of  the 
fittest.' 

"  We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  those 
lines  in  our  pond  work  at  our  Sisson  Hatchery. 
There  we  are  obliged  to  carefully  segregate  the 
different  varieties,  and  even  the  fish  of  the  different 
ages  of  the  same  variety.  We  find  that  in  a  small 
pond  (and  some  of  ours  are  not  so  small,  having  a 
depth  of  7ft.,  and  are  about  150  by  200ft.  in  area) 
an  8-inch  fish  will  make  way  with  a  5  or  6-inch 
fish.  In  fact,  they  are  the  finest  example  of  the 
modern  trust  that  can  be  found.  The  larger  one 
will  swallow  up  the  smaller  one  every  time. 

"  As  your  friend  might  be  interested  in  oms 
report  I  am  sending  an  extra  copy  to  you  that  you 
can  forward  to  him.  It  might  interest  you  to  know 
that  the  fishing  around  La  Moine  has  been  remark- 
able for  the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  Mr.  Will 
Cooper  reports  that  he  had  the  best  fishing  he  ever 
had  in  his  life.  He  caught  three  ranging  from  2^1b. 
to  ."Jib.  A  party  returning  with  me  this  morning 
caught  one  yesterday  weighing  2^1b.,  indicating 
that  the  Sacramento  river  is  not  fished  out  by  a 
good  deal,  but  that  the  supply  is  being  maintained, 
and,  in  fact,  increasing. — Yours  respectfully, 
"  Chas.  A.  Vogelsang, 

Chief  Deputy, 
Board  of  Commissioners,  State  of  California." 

[These  experiments  are  always  interesting.  Mr. 
Vogelsang's  experience  with  Loch  Loven  trout  and 


rainbows  seems  to  be  somewhat  exceptional ;  in  this 
country  the  rainbow  in  calm  water  or  any  other  ia 
the  more  vigorous  fighter  and  more  active  fish.  I 
suppose  that  Mr.  James  Watt  is  quite  certain  there 
is  no  unsuspected  way  for  the  rainbows  to  escape  ? 
Mr.  Begg,  the  President  of  the  Otago  Acclimatisation 
Society,  told  me  recently  that  they  were  losing  a  lot 
of  rainbows  unaccountably,  and  then  discovered  one 
stuck  in  a  rat  hole  in  the  bank  of  the  pond.  They 
would  have  lost  the  lot,  only  this  fellow  was  rather 
fat  and  plugged  the  hole  !  and  so  they  saved  the 
remainder  of  the  fish. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ON  THE  RIVER  OURTHE. 

D  EAR  Sir, — I  was  interested  in  Mr.  J.  P.  Wright's 
letter  with  regard  to  Belgian  fishing.  I  think  he  is 
right  in  saying  that  for  the  ordinary  summer  tourist 
on  the  lower  Ourthe  there  is  not  much  sport  to 
be  had.  To  begin  with,  very  few  trout  rivers  are 
very  good  in  summer,  and  secondly,  the  lower 
Ourthe  is  very  much  fished,  even  at  Laroche,  which 
once  was  excellent.  The  invaluable  "  Angler's 
Diary"  rightly  says  "the  trouting  has  greatly 
fallen  off."  Years  ago  very  large  baskets  were 
made  at  Laroche,  and  oh  !  the  old  Burgundy  at  the 
old  hotel,  how  wonderful  it  was,  and  how  it  matured 
in  that  dry  Ardeimais  air. 

But  there  is  lots  of  trout  fishing  to  be  got  in 
Belgium  yet,  especially  if  you  have  time  to  pry  and 
poke  about  off  the  beaten  track.  There  is  a  good 
rise  of  May  Fly  on  some  of  the  Belgian  streams,  on 
others  there  is  a  good  rise  of  Stone  Fly. 

The  Ourthe,  right  up  on  the  moors,  between 
Bastagne  and  St.  Hubert,  is  good.  I  have  had 
excellent  baskets  off  it.  But  one  must  go  and 
interview  the  peasants,  and  put  up  at  a  cabaret, 
which  is,  however,  often  much  better  than  most 
English  country  inns.  And,  of  course,  the  early 
months  are  the  best. 

The  higher  waters  of  the  Lomme  are  excellent, 
but  a  good  deal  of  it  is  in  private  hands.  There 
used  to  be  grayling  in  the  upper  Lomme,  but  they 
have  almost  disappeared,  though  there  are  plenty 
lower  down.  A  year  or  two  ago  I  had  capital  sport 
at  Eprave,  between  Rochefort  and  Dinant,  where 
the  Lesse  and  Lomme  join.  There  are  some  fine 
trout  there,  and  a  lot  of  grayling.  Some  rainbows 
were  introduced,  but  they  have  vanished. 

It  is  impossible  to  be  quite  up  to  date  as  regards 
Belgian  fishing,  because  every  year  there  are 
changes,  and  so  I,  who  know  Belgium  "  comme  ma 
poche,"  cannot  tell  exactly  what  has  happened  this 
season.  But  I  cannot  imagine  that  the  Bocq  has 
altogether  lost  its  trout.  The  Bocq  and  the  Hon- 
youx  are  famous  dry  fly  streams,  and  a  few  seasons 
ago  I  got  in  a  few  days  on  the  Bocq  fifty-two  trout 
weighing  571b.  But  that  was  on  a  bit  I  rented  for 
£  10  a  year. 

The  Belgians  are  a  poUte  people,  and  if  one 
caught  a  stickleback,  no  doubt  a  landlord,  anxious 
to  pour  balm  on  an  angler's  wounded  feelings  (and 
how  sore  our  feelings  get,  and  how  sensitive  they 
are),  would  acclaim  it  as  a  "beau  poisson."  But 
that  does  not  prove  that  there  are  not  31b.  fish  ia 
the  Bocq.  I  have  had  a  good  many  up  to  that 
weight  or  just  short  of  it. 

There  are  other  splendid  streams  in  Belgium,  such 
as  the  Neblon,  and  I  often  wonder  that  more  people 
do  not,  hke  myself,  go  over  and  get  a  bit  now  and 
then.  Undoubtedly  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  free 
fishing,  but  if  Mr.  Wright  had  pushed  on  a  very 
little  further  to  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ambl^ve  at 
Ligneuville,  he  would  have  found  an  excellent 
hotel  and  first-rate  trouting.  I  have  had  year  after 
year  of  splendid  sport  there,  and  I  say  splendid 
sport  in  view  of  some  experience  of  the  best  Scotch 
streams.  One  wiU  never  do  so  well  in  summer  as 
in  spring,  but  with  a  single  fly  I  have  made  fair 
baskets  even  in  summer,  and  immense  bags  are 
made  with  the  Uve  grasshopper.  I  am  no  good  at 
that  kind  of  fishing,  but  I  must  honestly  confess 
that  it  requires  a  lot  of  skill,  and  I  saw  a  man  once 
get  a  splendid  dish  when  artificial  fly  was  useless, 
and  his  manipulation  of  the  bait  was  a  treat  to 
witness.  And  fancy  nules  and  miles  of  fisliing  iri  a 
placid  river  which  never  colours,  at  an  iim  with 
excellent  cuisine,  light  wine  6d.  a  bottle,  ideal  air 
and  scenery,  and  all  for  5s.  a  day  !  Truly  there  is 
much  pleasure  to  be  got  out  of  this  old  globe-trotted, 
tourist-ridden,  poacher-oppressed,  mUlionaire-en- 
slaved  world  yet.  But  a  word  of  caution.  Some 
people  are  never  satisfied ;  others  are  too  hasty  in 
jumping  at  conclusions;  yet  other  some  won't 
believe  that  there  may  be  fish  in  a  place  even  if 
they  can't  catch  them.  There  is  hardly  a  river  or 
lake  in  the  civilised  world  which  is  not  abused  by 
some  angler  !  I  need  hardly  say  that  tliis  does  not 
apply  to  the  tourist  angler,  who  is  naturally  dis- 
appointed at  the  poverty  of  free  fishing  in  some 
parts  of  Belgium,  but  it  does  apply  to  some  anglers 
one  meets. — Yours  truly,  Belgigus. 
{Several  letiers  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Testimonial  to  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse. 

It  was  only  within  the  last  day  or  two  that  I 
heard  of  the  proposal  to  give  a  testimonial  to  Mr. 
J.  Wrench  Towse,  clerk  of  the  Fishmongers'  Com- 
pany, who  has  done  so  much  good  work  for  so 
many  years  in  the  interests  of  our  inland  and  eea 
fisheries.  From  a  list  of  subscribers  published  by 
the  Fish  Trades  Gazette,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
subscriptions  received  by  the  hon.  treasurer,  Mr. 
Deputy  J.  L.  Sayer,  27,  Monument-street,  London, 
E.G.,  amount  already  to  over  £270.  Our  excellent 
contemporary  says:  — 

"The  testimonial  fund  has  now  reached 
£271  83.  6d.,  and  it  is  characteristic  of  the  wide 
appreciation  felt  for  Mr.  Towse  that  the  sub- 
scription  list  should  repreeent  no  fewer  probably 
than  30,000  members  of  all  branches  of  the  in- 
dustry, including  fi.shermen  in  steam  trawling  and 
other  companies.  None  except  those  associated 
with  the  industry  has  contributed,  nor  will  be 
permitted  to  contribute,  as  it  is  intended  to  organise 
purely  a  trade  testimonial. 

"We  would  point  out  that  there  is  only  one 
more  week  from  this  date  before  the  subscription 
list  is  closed,  and  we  feel  sure  that  any  member  of 
the  trade  who  fails  to  register  his  admiration  for 
Mr.  Towse's  life  work  by  sending  a  remittance  to 
Mr.  Deputy  J.  L.  Sayer  at  27,  Monument-street, 
London,  E.G.,  will  regret  it  when  the  list  has  closed. 
We  trust  that  everyone  will,  therefore,  take  oppor- 
tunity by  the  hand.  The  place  of  presentation 
has  not,  we  believe,  been  definitely  settled  yet,  but 
the  Aberdeen  Conference  will  certainly  be  the  most 
suitable  occasion  for  the  presentation,  as  the  entire 
industry  will  be  represented  there  in  a  way  that 
may  not  again  be  seen  for  a  generation  to  come. 
Those  who  have  ther  question  at  heart  feel  that  no 
other  place  would  give  the  testimonial  its  full 
significance." 


The  Record  Roach  at  the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition. 

In  the  interests  of  roach  anglers  I  am  glad  to 
publish  this  note  respecting  the  great  roach  lent 


to  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  by  Mr.  Alexander, 
manager  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks: — 

"  Dear  Sir, — As  we  have  received  several  com- 
plaints from  people  stating  that  they  have  been 
unable  to  find  the  record  roach  lent  by  the  Bristol 
Waterworks,  we  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly 
inform  your  readers  that  this  has  now  been  placed 
on  a  separate  stand  in  front  of  the  Piscatorials' 
Exhibit  in  the  South  Bay  of  the  Ducal  Hall.— 
Yours  faithfully,  on  behalf  of  the  London  Exhibi- 
tions, Ltd.,  "  H.  Hartley, 

"Joint  Managing  Director.'-' 

Fish  taking  Two  Flies, 
Canon  St.  Vincent  Beechey  writes  : — 
"  I  can  cap  the  experience  of  your  correspondent, 
Mr.  Walter  G.  Pine,  in  catching  a  fish  which  took 
two  artificial  flies.  I  was  looking  through  my  old 
notes  (for  Mr.  Aflalo's  purposes)  when  I  came  across 
the  following  coincidences.  The  entries  were  made 
at  the  time  day  by  day.  Monday,  May  30,  1887  : 
Fished  the  Dee  at  Llanderfel,  caught  a  trout,  8oz., 
with  both  tail  fly  and  dropper  fast  in  the  mouth. 
The  dropper  had  broken  loose  (its  gut  drawn 
through).  May  31 :  Fished  Llynn  Arran,  caught  a 
trout,  6oz.,  with  both  tail  fly  and  dropper  fast  in 
the  mouth.  The  dropper  in  this  case  was  fast  in 
its  place.  June  1:  Fished  River  Lliw,  caught  a 
trout  with  two  flies  fast  in  the  mouth,  as  yesterday 
the  dropper  was  not  broken  off.  You  say  in  your 
footnote  that  this  incident  is  remarkable ;  what 
do  you  say  to  the  same  thing  happening  three 
days  running  ?  In  the  first  instance  the  fish  were 
taking  eagerly,  and  the  trout  which  took  two  flies 
was  one  of  four  taken  from  the  same  spot.  In  the 
second  case,  however,  the  fish  were  hard  to  get, 
and  I  only  caught  one  other.  The  third  time  in  a 
river  again  the  fish  were  taking  fairly  well." 

I  have  had  sea  fish  and  fresh-water  fish  take  both 
baits,  but  never  remember  having  two  flies  taken 
by  the  same  fish. 

The  Artificial  Prawn. 

When  salmon  fishing  recently  on  a  river  where 
the  prawn  is  used,  I  was  asked  if  I  had  ever  heard 
of  a  salmon  being  taken  on  an  artificial  prawn.  I 
said  I  had  not,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  did  not 
know  any  angler  who  used  one.  The  angler  who 
questioned  me  is  a  great  adept  with  the  natural 
prawn,  and  said  he  knew  the  artificial  was  used  but 
had  never  heard  of  any  success  with  it,  and  asked 
me  if  I  would  ask  the  question  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 


Salmon  and  Sea-trout  Fishing  in  North  Wales. 
Rhyl,  in  North  Wales,  is  a  capital  place  for  an 
angler  to  take  his  family  to  if  he  is  looking  out  for 
some  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  river  and  lake  trout 
fishing  for  himpelf.  From  Rhyl  one  can  easily  fish 
miles  of  the  Elwy  and  Clwyd,  and  other  rivers, 
while  the  Conway  and  its  lovely  tributaries  are 
within  a  three  hours'  journey  by  rail.  When  I  saw 
the  Clwyd  and  Elwy,  in  the  middle  of  August,  where 
they  join,  a  mile  or  so  below  St.  Asaph,  both 
streams  were  almost  dry,  but  there  are,  fortunately, 
a  few  deep  pools  near  here,  including  the  famous 
Junction  Pool  itself,  and  they  were  all  full  of  sea- 
trout,  fish  up  to  21b.  or  31b.  in  weight,  and  some 
salmon.  The  fish  were  jumping  in  every  direction, 
and  I  had  no  difficulty  in  believing  what  the  anglers 
I  met  said  as  to  there  being  many  hundreds  of  fish 
waiting  for  a  "  fresh  '-'  to  enable  them  to  run  up  the 
rivers.  I  was  told  that  worm  was  the  only  bait  the 
sea-trout  would  take  in  the  daytime  in  the  low,  clear 
water,  a  few  fish  being  got  with  fly  in  the  evening. 
I  must  say  that  I  never  met  a  more  pleasant  lot  of 
anglers  than  those  I  found  fishing  the  Clwyd  and 
Elwy — all  were  most  kind  in  giving  one  informa- 
tion. I  hope  to  put  together  a  few  notes  on  the 
fishing  in  these  rivers  and  those  in  the  Conway 
district,  if  I  can  get  some  illustrations  to  go  with 
them. 


If  the  Salmon  or  the  Trout  Must  Go— Which  ? 
Two  well-known  American  anglers,  Mr.  Chas. 
Hallock,  author  of  the  best  American  books  on 
fishing  and  shooting,  and  Mr.  Edward  A.  Samuels, 
both  agree  that  if  it  was  a  question  as  to  which 


How  TO  Tib  Trodt  ANP  Grati.ino  Fi.ies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  ))e  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishiny  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  llouae,  Ketter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Kliea  (or  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  U.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  tyxhlect." —Pithing  Gazette. 


fish  was  to  be  "wiped  out,"  that  it  should  be  the 
salmon.  Another  correspondent,  referring  to  a 
previous  communication  from  Mr.  Samuels,  Hays: — 

"Preceding  your  article  in  Forest  and  Stream 
is  a  chapter  from  '  Hallock's  Fishing  Tourist,'  with 
which  I  fully  agree.  As  an  old  angler  I  would 
rather  seo  the  salmon  wiped  out  than  the  brook 
trout.  I  have  had  all  the  thrills  that  the  salmon 
can  give  the  angler,  having  caught  them  from  8lb. 
to  45lb.  on  all  our  great  rivers,  but  for  real  enjoy- 
ment give  mo  the  stream  well  stocked  with  trout.'! 

Mr.  Samuels  adds : — 

"  Yes,  my  friend  and  Mr.  Hallock  are  both  right, 
and  if  the  choice  must  come  between  losing  the 
salmon  and  trout  angling,  the  first-named  would 
have  to  go.  While  salmon  angling  is  one  of  the 
grandest  sports  vouchsafed  to  man,  it  does  not 
appeal  to  the  poetic,  the  ajsthetic  feeling  as  does 
that  which  comes  to  one  who  follows  the  smaller 
yet  equally  gamy  denizens  of  the  meandering  brook 
or  the  mountain  stream  or  lake. 

"Let  us  hope  that  both  will  be  left  to  us;  we 
have  none  too  many  game  fish  worth  the  striving 
for,  or  which  can  be  taken  with  that  most  delicate 
lure— the  artificial  fly — and  all  of  us  should  do 
everything  that  lies  in  our  power  to  preserve  these 
the  grandest  and  the  most  beautiful  species  we 
have.'J 

Mr.  Samuels'  friend,  who  writes  from  New 
Brunswick,  asks  why  the  American  Federal  and 
State  Fish  Commissioners  do  not  attempt  to 
introduce  the  sea-trout  of  the  British  Isles  instead 
of  ruining  American  rivers  by  propagating  and  dis- 
tributing "  the  hideous  and  worse  than  useless 
German  carp.'!  The  carp  must  be  known  only  to 
the  imagination  of  this  critic,  or  he  would  not  call 
it  "  hideous."  From  a  good  water  when  in  good  con- 
dition a  carp  is  a  very  handsome  fish,  and  possessed 
of  more  brain-power  than  any  other  fish.  All  the 
same,  he  has  proved  a  plague  in  America. 

R.  B.  Marston^ 


THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL 
OF  SEA  ANGLERS. 


In  order  to  create  in  the  sea  angling  world  a 
governing  body  on  lines  similar  to  that  formed  in 
other  branches  of  sport,  a  meeting  arranged  by  Mr. 
C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke "),  consisting  of 
delegates  from  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  and 
the  National  Sea  Anglers'  Federation,  has  been 
held,  with  the  result  that  from  Jan.  1.  1906,  there 
will  come  into  existence  "The  National  Council  of 
Sea  Anglers,'-  to  which  all  sea  angling  societies 
round  the  coast  may  be  aftiliated.  The  following 
principles  were  agreed  upon  at  the  meeting  which 
was  held  at  the  B.S.  A.S.  rooms  on  Aug.  16.  Rules 
will  subsequently  be  drawn  up  for  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  council  in  accordance  with  these 
principles. 

A.  The  council  shall  consist  of  four  members  of 

the  committee  of  the  B.S. A.S.  and  one 
delegate  from  each  of  the  eight  angling 
associations  at  present  forming  the  National 
Sea  Anglers'  Federation.  On  receipt  of  an 
application  for  affiliation  from  any  other 
society  the  council  shall  determine  the  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  such  society  to  repre- 
sentation on  the  council.  In  the  event  of 
the  grant  of  such  representation  the  B.S.  A.S. 
shall  have  the  right  to  elect  one  additional 
member  for  every  two  additional  delegates 
from  afiSliated  societies  so  added. 

B.  Funds  will  be  provided  by  a  fixed  contribu- 

tion from  the  constituent  associations,  whose 
representatives  or  delegates  will  not  be 
summoned  or  sit  until  the  fee  of  the  associa- 
tion they  represent  has  been  paid. 

C.  All  expenses  incurred  shall  be  in  the  name 

and  on  account  of  the  National  Council  of 
Sea  Anglers.  The  financial  year  to  close  on 
a  date  to  be  agreed  upon  and  a  yearly  state- 
ment of  income  and  expenditure  with  a 
report  of  proceedings  shall  be  sent  annually 
to  each  constituent  society  not  later  than  a 
month  after  close  of  financial  year.  The 
first  meeting  of  council  for  each  year  shall 
be  held  within  a  month  of  the  issue  of  the 
report. 

D.  Business  of  the  council  shall  be — 

(a)  To  arrange  the  dates  of  the  annual  open 
competitions  of  the  affiliated  associations. 
To  ensure  open  dates  and  sporting  cou- 


190 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


September  9,  1905 


ditions  and  to  deal  with  all  matters 
relating  thereto  ;  the  decision  of  the 
council  shall  be  final,  and  all  constituent 
bodies  shall  be  bound  thereby. 
(6)  Matters  affecting  questions  of  sea  fisheries 
generally  shall  be  referred  by  way  of 
recommendation  to  the  committee  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  who  have 
already  a  machinery  for  considering  and 
dealing  with  these  matters. 

E.  The  council  shall  exercise  control  over  all 

open  competitions,  but  shall  not  interfere 
with  any  competitions  confined  to  members 
of  any  one  constituent  society,  except  that 
all  such  associations  must  undertake,  on 
becoming  members  of  the  general  body,  to 
exclude  from  their  competitions — • 

(1)  Money  prizes. 

(2)  *' Value  prizes"  (prizes  exchangeable  for 
money). 

(3)  Fishing  with  any  engines  except  rod  and 
line. 

(4)  Fish  of  sizes  under  weights  or  measures  to 
be  approved  by  the  council  ia  accordance 
■with  local  conditions. 

F.  The  council  may  give  its  patronage  to  meetings 

and  shall  give  such  assistance  (other  than 
pecuniary)  to  local  bodies  for  the  manage- 
ment of  competitions  and  other  matters  as  it 
shall  deem  expedient, 

G.  The  chairman,   hon.   secretary,  and  hon. 

treasurer  shall  be  elected  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  council  for  each  year. 

J.  Pickup,  Secretary  B.S.A.S. 

H,  DowsETT,  Hon.  Sec.  N.S.A.F. 


FISHING  WITH  WASP  GKUBS. 


Of  the  many  baits  used  by  anglers  for  coarse 
fishing,  wasp  grubs  at  certain  seasons  are  most 
effective  and  killing.  Doubtless  many  of  my 
brother  anglers  do  not  know  where  to  find,  or  how 
to  take,  wasps'  nests.  Suppose  we  have  discovered 
a  wasp's  nest— not  a  very  difficult  matter  if  one 
lives  in  the  country.  The  period  may  range  between 
the  middle  of  June  and  end  of  September  (about 
August  for  preference).  All  that  is  visible  is  a 
small  hole  or  crack  in  a  bank,  or  if  dry  in  the  level 
ground,  with  many  wasps  going  to  and  fro.  The 
size  of  this  entrance  will,  of  course,  vary  greatly 
according  to  the  age  of  the  nest.  The  bulk  of  comb 
in  a  nest  also  varies  considerably.  I  have  person- 
ally taken  them  of  all  sizes,  ranging  from  a  small 
piece  of  comb  not  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  without 
a  single  grub  in  it,  up  to  six  or  seven  layers  of  comb, 
each  over  a  foot  in  diameter.  There  are  two  kinds 
of  wasps  that  we  have  to  deal  with,  the  one  makes 
a  black  comb,  and  the  other  a  yellowish-white  one. 
I  may  eay,  incidentally,  that  this  comb,  which  is  of 
a  paper-like  substance  and  a  honeycomb  appear- 
ance, is  constructed  of  chewed  up  wood,  either 
decayed  or  growing,  which  ia  worked  up  by  the 
wasps,  no  doubt,  at  a  tremendous  expenditure  of 
labour. 

Great  care  is  necessary  in  taking  a  large  wasp's 
nest  in  the  daytime.  Its  inhabitants  are  so 
numerous  and  go  so  far  afield  that  dozens  may 
return  while  one  is  taking  the  comb.  I  do  not 
personally  trouble  much  when  or  how  I  take  a  nest, 
but  in  the  first  instance  it  will  be  as  well  to  mark 
the  hole  plainly — say,  with  a  small  piece  of  white 
paper — when  you  find  the  nest.  Then  go  at  day- 
light (wasps  do  not  come  out  until  the  sun  has 
taken  the  chill  off  the  night  air),  and  proceed  as 
follows:— Light  a  fuse,  either  of  tho.se  described 
below  will  do,  and  when  it  is  well  alight  push  into 
the  entrance  of  the  nest  as  far  as  possible  without 
extinguishing  it.  Then  stop  the  hole  with  a  piece 
of  turf.  Wait  about  five  minutes  to  make  sure 
the  fumes  have  got  well  into  the  nest,  then  with  a 
spade  dig  tlie  soil  carefully  away,  and  making  sure 
not  to  damage  the  nest.  Some  nests  will  be  found 
with  only  a  small  covering  of  dust  and  leaves  over 
them,  while  others  will  be  two  feet  or  so  below 
ground.  After  digging  well  all  around  the  cakes  of 
comb  insert  your  hands  underneath  and  lift  them 
out.  The  wasps  will  be  found  dead  in  hundreds 
between  the  layers  of  comb,  which  should  be  care- 
fully taken  apart  as  soon  as  removed  from  the 
ground,  the  wasps  brushed  off,  and  the  comb  then 
laid  out  in  the  air  for  an  hour  or  so  to  cool  and  get 
free  from  any  scent  from  the  fuse  which  may  have 
entered  its  cells. 

If,  however,  you  have  to  take  your  uest  in  the 


daytime,  there  will  be  many  wasps  out ;  but  pro- 
ceed as  before,  taking  care  not  to  get  stung  while 
fusing.  After  allowing  the  usual  five  minutes, 
remove  the  clod  of  turf  with  a  stick,  for  by  this 
time  a  large  number  of  wasps  will  no  doubt  have 
returned,  so  that  the  entrance  to  the  nest  is  quite 
clear.  Leave  for  some  minutes  until  the  wasps 
have  entered,  getting  of  course  as  they  do  so 
suffocated,  then  take  out  as  previously. 

The  best  fuses  to  use  are  either  the  ordinary 
squib,  such  as  is  obtainable  at  any  firework 
shop,  a  roll  of  coarse,  black  gunpowder,  damped 
until  it  forms  a  stiff  paste,  not  too  wet  or 
too  dry,  and  rolled  into  a  fuse  about  ^in. 
in  diameter  and  Sin.  long,  or  one  of 
Messrs.  McDougall's  No.  1  "  Chokers,"  which  are 
made  especially  for  this  purpose.  These  latter  I 
can  most  strongly  recommend,  being  always  ready, 
cheap,  slow  burning,  and,  what  is  more  to  the 
point,  most  effective  in  killing  the  wasps.  This  is 
not  the  case  with  powder — it  only  overcomes  the 
wasps  for  a  short  time.  Messrs.  McDougall  Bros.' 
address  is  10,  Mark-lane,  E.G.  If  at  any  time  one 
should  get  slung  by  a  wasp,  it  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  mention  that  the  application  of  ammonia 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sting  will  allay  the 
pain  quickly  and  reduce  the  swelling. 

Before  discussing  how  to  use  wasp  grubs,  I  will 
say  there  is  a  most  deadly  poison  recommended  by 
some  for  taking  wasps'  nests,  but  although  it  will 
kill  the  wasps  I  would  urge  my  readers  not  to 
trouble  with  it,  for,  apart  from  the  fact  that  it  is 
most  dangerous  to  human  life,  and  more  so  to  that 
of  any  animals  that  may  be  in  the  field  where  the 
nest  is  taken,  there  is  also  the  extra  disadvantage 
that  the  grub  taken  with  it  is  not  so  attractive  to 
the  fish  as  that  taken  by  other  means.  Although 
not  perceptible  to  us  there  is,  no  doubt,  a  strong 
taste  of  this  most  deadly  poison  left  on  all  the 
grubs  taken  with  it.  Therefore,  do  not,  on  any 
account,  have  anything  to  do  with  it  or  grubs  taken 
by  its  agency. 

Having  now  got  our  grubs  we  will  commence 
operations.  The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  pick  out  all 
that  portion  of  the  comb  which  contains  wasps  in 
the  most  advanced  state  of  embryo — that  is,  those 
that  appear  as  fully  grown  wasps,  but  are  still  white 
and  milky.  To  do  this  take  a  pin  and  remove  the 
caps  fiom  the  top  of  the  cells  containing  the  grub; 
then  turn  the  cake  over  and  hold  just  above  a  clean 
sheet  of  paper  and  tap  gently,  when  the  grubs  will 
fall  out.  These  grubs  we  shall  use  for  "  baiting  up 
the  swim."  If  there  is  little  or  no  flow  in  the 
water  we  are  about  to  fish,  we  shall  throw 
about  half  a  pint  of  grubs,  loose,  in  and  around 
the  swim.  If,  however,  there  is  much  current 
it  will  be  necessary  to  mix  some  of  the  grubs 
up  in  some  stiff  bread  and  bran  ground-bait,  and 
put  in  in  the  ordinary  way,  otherwise  the  grub 
would  not  reach  the  bottom  until  out  of  one's 
swim.  To  ground-bait  with  loose  grub  all  that  one 
has  to  do  is  to  take  about  half  a  handful  at  a  time 
and  cast  well  up  in  the  air,  so  that  they  fall  heavily 
upon  the  water  around  where  you  are  going  to 
fish.  If  not  cast  w<  11  upwards  as  well  as  out- 
wards, the  grub  will  not  sink,  and  serves  no 
good  purpose — besides  attracting  hosts  of  fry 
and  any  waterfowl  that  may  be  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. When  windy  do  not  try  to  ground- 
bait  with  loose  grubs,  for  they  will  not  fall  where 
wanted.  The  reason  for  laying  such  stress  upon 
baiting  up  is  that  it  is  always  most  necessary  to  let 
the  fish  have  a  good  taste  of  grub  in  the  first 
instance ;  but  once  they  have  tasted  it  they  will 
look  at  no  other  bait  while  they  can  get  grub.  In 
fact  it  is  possible  to  despail  a  pond  by  the  con- 
tinued use  of  wasp  grub. 

As  grubs  vary  much  in  size  the  number  of  hook 
will  have  to  vary  accordingly.  A  No.  10  will  do 
in  most  instances,  the  only  exception  being  when 
using  the  large  king  or  queen  grubs,  which  are 
found  in  nests  taken  towards  the  end  of  the  season. 
These  require  a  No.  8. 

To  bait  with  wasp  grub  proceed  as  follows:  — 
Carefully  take  a  grub  from  its  cell  and  hold 
between  the  finger  and  thumb,  with  the  head  end 
of  the  grub  towards  one's  wrist.  Next  insert  the 
hook,  which  must  be  extremely  sharp,  at  the  end 
and  bring  out  through  the  head.  Then  again  insert 
and  hide  point  in  grub.  If  this  is  done  properly, 
and  after  a  little  practice,  the  entire  hook  and 
shank  will  be  inside  the  grub,  which  will  appear 
quite  natural.  The  above  instructions  apply  only 
to  the  white  milky  grub  found  under  the  little  caps, 
and  mostly  in  the  outer  row  of  cells  in  a  oake.  To 


bait  for  roach  with  the  other  grub— that  is  to  say, 
those  containing  the  black  gut,  and  which  are  stiff 
feeding — proceed  as  before,  but  instead  of  only 
taking  the  hook  right  through  the  grub  first  snick 
it  and  squeeze  gently.  This  will  cause  the  black 
gut  to  come  out,  giving  the  bait  a  much  better 
appearance.  For  bream  do  not  remove  this  gut, 
they  seem  to  prefer  the  grub  with  it  in.  Never- 
theless, it  must  be  remembered  when  fishing  with 
wasp  grub  that  it  is  so  soft  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  re  bait  after  nearly  every  bait  one  strikes  at, 
whether  the  fish  is  hooked  or  notj  It  will  not, 
however,  be  necessary  to  always  use  a  fresh  grub — 
put  the  piece  of  remaining  skin  over  the  point  of 
the  hook,  and  try  it  occasionally.  I  have  taken  a 
21b.  bream  with  this  tiny  bit  of  bait,  while  a  friend 
of  mine  caught  a  1  lb.  orfe  with  the  same.  Handle 
your  grub  as  if  you  loved  it;  once  squashed  or  wet 
and  it  will  be  practically  useless. 

As  to  the  best  tackle  for  use  with  wasp  grub, 
light  float  legering,  with  the  shot,  which  should  be 
as  few  as  possible,  near  the  hook  so  as  to  get  aa 
quick  a  signal  as  possible  when  the  fish  is  playing 
with  the  grub,  is  by  far  the  best  means  of  using  it, 
as  it  does  not  get  so  much  pulling  through  the 
water  as  otherwise.  However,  if  you  do  not 
succeed  by  this  means  try  swimming  your  bait, 
but  do  not  jerk  it  out  of  the  water  at  the  end  of 
each  swim,  as  if  you  do  you  will  invariably  lose 
your  bait. 

As  to  whether  fish  take  the  grub  from  the  black 
or  white  nests  best  it  is  diflScult  to  say,  but  I  have 
found  roach  mostly  prefer  that  from  the  white. 

Many  anglers  recommend  cooking  the  grub 
before  using  it.  This  may  be  all  very  well  in  its 
way,  but  apart  from  the  fact  that  only  that  part  of 
the  grub  that  is  under  the  white  caps  can  l)e 
cooked,  I  am  absolutely  sure  that  the  evaporation 
of  the  moisture  in  the  cooking  spoils  the  taste  of 
the  grub.  If  properly  attended  to  the  ordinary 
fresh  grub  will  keep  nearly  as  well  as  the  cooked. 
I  have  some  at  my  side  as  I  write,  and  which  I 
intend  using  as  soon  as  possible,  which  were  taken 
fourteen  days  back,  and  are  still  as  good  as  ever. 

To  keep  fresh  grub  it  will  be  necessary,  as  soon 
as  you  have  taken  the  nest,  to  break  up  the  comb 
so  as  to  take  away  all  that  portion  that  is  nearly 
turned  to  wasps,  otherwise  you  will  have  as  good  as 
a  nest  to  contend  with  when  you  next  go  to  it.  To 
do  this,  break  away  all  those  portions  that  appear 
likely  to  turn  and  use  for  present  purposes.  Say, 
work  them  into  some  groimd-bait  and  cast  into  a 
swim — this  will  do  no  harm  and  save  wasting  the 
grub — then  lay  the  remaining  portions  in  a  clean 
sheet  of  newspaper,  turn  up  the  four  corners  and  pin 
them  together,  and  place  on  a  shelf  in  a  dry,  cool 
cupboard.  These  parcels  should  be  looked  at  every 
two  or  three  days,  and  any  wasps  that  may- have 
hatched  out  removed,  and  the  layers  of  grub 
rearranged.  If  this  is  attended  to,  and  the  cake 
was  not  wet  in  the  first  instance,  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  keeping  the  same  for  at  least  a  week. 

If  you  particularly  wish  to  cook  some  wasp  grub 
then  you  can  do  so  by  one  of  two  methods,  either 
baking  or  boiling,  the  former  being  the  best  and 
easiest.  To  bake  take  all  that  portion  of  the  cake 
that  contains  grubs — that  is,  without  the  black  gut, 
which  will  be  found  under  the  white  covers — and 
place  on  a  hot  tile  for  some  minutes,  not  long  enough 
to  dry  up  the  grub,  but  just  long  enough  to  kill  it.' 
Afterwards  it  should  be  put  away  in  a  cool,  dry 
place.  An  oven  would  answer  the  same  purpose, 
but  the  vapour  given  off  by  the  grub  is  so  offensive 
that  one  would  hardly  fancy  any  food  cooked  in  it 
afterwards.  Therefore,  the  tile  process  is  by  far 
the  best.  Do  not  try  to  cook  grubs  that  have  the 
black  gut  in  them,  they  will  only  turn  blue  and 
useless  on  applying  the  heat. 

To  boil  the  grub  it  is  necessary  to  get  a  saucepan 
of  boiling  milk  and  add  a  pinch  of  salt,  then  diop 
the  grubs  you  wish  to  boil,  and  which  have,  of 
course,  been  removed  from  the  comb,  into  it. 
Leave  for  a  few  minutes,  then  pour  the  whole  into 
a  strainer  and  allow  to  cool.  This  latter  process 
has  the  disadvantage  of  damping  the  grub,  thus 
rendering  it  liable  to  turn  sour  or  mouldy  if  left 
long,  when  it  will  be  useless  for  angling  purposes. 

My  reason  for  writing  so  fully  upon  wasp  grub 
is  that  all  fish  found  in  fresh  water  will  take  it 
more  or  less  readily,  and,  as  previously  stated,  for 
roach,  eels,  bream,  carp  and  tench,  especially  the 
two  former,  there  is  no  bait  that  I  know  of  to 
compare  with  it  when  in  season,  while  chub,  trout, 
perch,  and  even  small  jack  are  sometimes  taken 
by  its  aid.  H. 
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A  YOUNG  ANGLER'S  ACCOUNT  OF 
A  DAY'S  TROUT  FISHING  ON 
THE  NIDD.* 


Spbing,  the  "  Golden  Age  "  of  the  trout  fisher- 
man's year  was  in  the  air,  and  the  angler's  heart 
rejoiced.  Fly-rods,  reels,  Unes,  and  flies  were  drawn 
from  their  resting  places  and  overhauled ;  remem- 
brances of  the  past  season's  successes  and  dis- 
appointments flashed  through  the  brain  of  the 


"  bew-end,"  as  the  keeper  called  it.  The  place  where 
the  fish  were  rising  wag  a  veritable  "  fishing  tackle 
shop  "  on  account  of  the  aforesaid  "  bew-end  "  and 
a  sunken  branch.  In  my  eagerness  to  cover  the 
fish  I  landed  my  fly  right  on  to  the  tree,  and  one 
more  fly  was  added  to  the  large  assortment  of  flies 
and  casts  already  there.  Having  tied  on  another 
I  again  made  a  cast,  and  this  time  was  rewarded 
with  a  tug,  and  soon  a  nice  trout  was  making  its 
last  fight.  Having  managed  to  keep  the  fish  from 
getting  into  the  mass  of  rubbish  surrounding  the 
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[S.  Fario. 


angler,  who  was  contemplating  a  raid  on  the  waters 
of  the  Nidd  above  Knaresboro'.  Situated  a  few 
miles  from  Harrogate,  the  fashionable  modern 
watering-place,  the  old-world  market  town  of 
Knaresboro'  presents  a  striking  contrast.  Harrogate 
with  its  "Stray"  and  gardens  cannot  rival  the 
natural  beauties  of  Knaresboro's  river  and  surround- 
ings. In  Harrogate  everything  is  new  and  artificial, 
in  Knaresboro'  old  and  natural.  The  remains  of  the 
famous  castle,  which  so  nobly  defended  itself  so 
long  against  the  attacks  of  Cromwell  and  Fairfax, 
are  a  constant  source  of  interest  to  visitors  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  The  "  Dropping  Well "  and 
"Mother  Shipton's  Gave"  are  also  great  objects  of 
interest.  But  this  is  not  giving  an  account  of  a 
day  on  the  Nidd,  so  we  must  on,  and  "  we  will  not 
linger  on  this  point,"  as  the  professor  said  when  he 
sat  on  an  upturned  tintack. 

One  fine  morning  in  April,  I  arose  (I  sometimes 
fall  or  am  dragged)  from  my  bed,  and  did  not  "  find 
myself  famous,"  but,  on  the  contrary,  distinctly 
lazy.    On  looking  from  the  window  I  saw  that  the 
gods  were  propitious  and  had  given  me  a  beautiful 
day,  that  is  from  the  fisherman's  point  of  view — 
plenty  of  clouds  and  a  warm  drizzle,  intermingled 
with  momentary  glimpses  of  sunshine.  Having 
eaten  a  substantial  breakfast,  I  sallied  forth  and 
caught  the  7.20  train  from  York.     Arriving  in 
Knaresboro'  at  eight,  I  was  met  by  the  keeper 
of  the  Knaresboro'  Anglers'  Glub,  and  we  started 
for  Scotton  Dam,  a  distance  of  three  miles.  The 
road    to    the    dam  is  somewhat  monotonous, 
on  account  of  its  straightness ;  uphill  and  down 
it  goes  with  never  a  turn.    After  an  hour's  easy 
walking  we  reached  the  dam  and  found  the  river  in 
excellent  trim,  there  being  about  four  inches  of 
"fresh"  in.    Whilst  putting  on  my  waders,  the 
leeper  kept  a  look-out  for  any  flies  which  might  be 
hatching    Although  somewhat  early  for  this  time 
of  the  year,  we  noticed  a  nice  rise  of  Winter  Browns 
and  Sni[,e  and  Purples.    I  then  put  my  rod  together 
and  rigged  up  a  cast,  having  as  tail-fly  a  Winter 
Blown,  first  dropper.  Snipe  and  Purple,  and  second 
dropper  a  March  Brown.    I  then  set  to  work  and 
fished  the  bottom  of  the  dam  upstream,  but  with- 
out success,  as  not  a  fish  was  stirring,  in  fact  they 
seemed  that  "dhurr-r-r"  and  "stubborm,"  as  the 
Scotch  ghillie  said,  that  they  would  not  "take" 
at  all.   However,  knowing  the  tail-end  of  the  stream 
was  good,  I  waited  a  little  while  for  a  rise.    I  soon 
flaw  a  fish  move  at  the  far  side  of  the  stream,  under  a 


•  An  article  contributed  to  The  Peteriie, 
school  magazine  of  St.  Peter's  School,  York. 
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sunken  bough,  I  slipped  the  net  under  a  plump 
half-pounder. 

We  then  passed  on  to  the  next  stream,  which 
is  thickly  wooded  on  both  sides.  Just  as  I  was 
wading  in  I  saw  a  sparrow-hawk  fly  across  the 
stream  with  a  rat  in  its  claws !  Though  one  often 
reads  of  such  things,  and  hears  accounts  of  eagles 
by  the  dozen  carrying  off  babies  by  the  score,  yet 
this  was  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  such  a  thing. 
It  was  no  use  telling  this  thing  at  home,  as  they 
put  it  down  to  that  propensity  to  which  fishermen 
are  said  to  be  peculiarly  prone — namely,  lying. 


secretary  of  the  club  waa  dry-fly  fishing  for  trout. 
Having  seen  a  big  fish  rise  at  the  far  side  close  to 
a  bush,  ho  made  a  cast,  and  shortly  afterwards 
shouted  to  the  keeper  that  he  had  hooked  a  large 
trout  under  the  other  bank,  and  that  it  had  gone 
to  the  bottom  of  the  river  and  was  "sulking." 
He  told  the  keeper  that  his  arm  was  aching  with 
the  strain,  and  asked  him  to  throw  a  stone  in 
the  direction  in  which  the  line  was  pointed.  The 
keeper  did  so,  but  nothing  stirred.  The  keeper 
then  requested  the  secretary  to  let  him  have  hold 
of  the  rod.  The  secretary  willingly  did  so,  as  hia 
arm  was  aching  with  the  strain.  The  keeper  got 
hold  of  the  rod,  gave  a  pull,  and  then  turned  with 
a  peculiar  smile  on  his  face,  and  said,  "  I  beg  your 
pardon,  sir,  but  your  fly  is  stuck  fast  on  the  bush  at 
the  other  side  !  "  Would  you  call  the  se<;retary  a 
liar  ?  Gertainly  not.  He  merely  imagined  that  he 
had  had  a  rise,  that  the  fish  had  fought,  and  had 
then  "  sulked."  That  is  all !  But  all  this  has  not 
much  to  do  with  a  day  on  the  Nidd. 

A  brace  of  i-pounders  was  got  out  of  the  stream 
where  I  saw  the  sparrow-hawk,  and  I  then  went 
into  the  next  stream,  which  has  a  very  rough  bottom, 
and  is  consequently  very  uncomfortable  wading.  I 
fished  down  right  to  the  end,  and  was  getting 
perilously  near  the  top  of  my  waders  before  I  got 
another  fish.  After  a  good  fight  in  the  strong 
stream,  I  landed  a  plump  fish  of  I2oz.,  a  very  decent 
fish  for  the  Nidd,  for  they  average  about  6oz. 
Turning  round  I  waded  carelessly  back  to  the  bank, 
thinking  of  weighty  matters  such  as  lunch,  when 
suddenly  my  right  foot  slipped  into  a  hole,  I  lost 
my  balance  and  sat  down  hard  on  a  sharp  rock  in 
two  feet  of  water !  It  was  rather  cold  and  wet,  but 
as  the  sun  had  just  begun  to  shine  I  dried  my  coat, 
emptied  my  waders  of  water,  and  was  soon  "as 
right  as  ninepence,"  though  why  ninepence  should 
be  right  and  tenpence  wrong  I  fail  to  see. 

The  next  stream  to  be  fished  was  the  best  stream 
in  the  river.  It  is  practically  three  streams  in  one, 
with  "glides"  or  gentle  smooth  water  between. 
The  first  two  bits  were  fished  blank,  but  the  last 
bit,  called  the  Wall  Stream,  yielded  two  nice  fish  of 
Jib.  and  Jib.  respectively.  I  had  a  narrow  escape 
here  from  falling  stones.  Whilst  standing  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream  I  saw  some  smoke  coming 
from  the  rock  above,  where  quarrying  was  going  on. 
It  suddenly  struck  me  that  this  was  a  dynamite 
fuse  burning.  I  scrambled  across  the  river  as  hard 
as  I  could  go,  just  missing  another  ducking.  Five 
seconds  after  I  had  crossed,  the  charge  exploded, 
and  a  few  rocks  rolled  into  the  river — one  small  one 
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Of  course  "lying"  is  absolutely  an  inappopriate 
term  to  use  in  the  case  of  a  fisherman.  The  fisher- 
man has  an  imagination  it  is  true,  but  what  he 
says  he  believes  himself;  and  if  he  allows  his 
poetic  nature  to  sometimes  gain  undue  hold  over 
him,  is  it  fair  to  class  him  with  the  common  or 
garden  liar  ?  Why,  then,  give  him  such  a  name  ? 
Gall  his  embellishments  or  imaginative  genius 
poetical  license  if  you  like. 

Let  mo  endeavour  to  show  you  an  example  of 
the  fisherman's  harmless  imagination.-  One  day, 
on  a  certain  famous  trout  stream  in  Yorkshire,  the 


was  about  five  feet  across.  In  my  scramble  across 
the  river  I  broke  my  cast,  so  after  mending  it  the 
keeper  and  I  had  lunch.  Whilst  sitting  down  we 
heard  the  peculiar  sound  which  the  woodpecker 
makes  when  hammering  at  the  trees,  and  also  saw 
a  lovely  streak  of  amber  and  blue  flash  upstream — 
a  kingfisher. 

Going  further  down  I  saw  a  bank  fisherman,  a 
Mr.  S.,  with  his  fiies  "hung  up"  in  a  tree.  Being 
a  rather  short  man  he  could  not  reach  to  get  his 
flies  out,  and  was  just  on  the  point  of  break- 
ing them  off  when  I  came  up.     I  told  him 
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that  the  keeper  was  behind  me  and  would  help 
him.  Whilst  standing  in  a  rough  stream  I  saw 
the  keeper  on  the  bank  and  shouted  to  him  that 
Mr.  S.  had  got  his  flies  hung  up  in  a  tree,  and  that 
he  should  go  and  help  him.  The  keeper  shouted 
back,  "  I  loused  him,  sir !  "  Not  being  able  to  hear 
very  distinctly,  on  account  of  the  noise  made  by 
the  stream,  I  shouted  to  him,  "  You  what ?  "  "I 
loused  him,  sir!"  quoth  he.  A  peculiar  feeling 
went  through  me,  partly  of  bewilderment,  and  then 
when  light  dawned  upnn  my  harassed  brain — 
astonishment.  I  think  the  reader  will  excuse  me  if 
I  at  first  misunderstood  him. 

We  then  fished  three  more  streams,  and  I  landed 
three  averaged-sized  trout.  Having  caught  nine 
plump  fish  I  was  very  pleased,  for  Nidd  trout  are 
somewhat  wary,  and  six  or  eight  fish  a  day  is  a  very 
fair  catch,  though  fourteen  or  fifteen  are  sometimes 
caught.  I  then  stopped  fishing  and  packed  up, 
having  spent  a  most  enjoyable  day.      S.  Fario. 


AEDAKA  IN  AUGUST. 


Impelled  by  recollection  of  good  old  fishing 
days  in  Ireland,  with  which  a  recent  article  on 
Ardara  by  "E.  S-  S."  in  this  journal  coincided, 
I  determined  to  visit  Donegal,  a  part  of  Ireland 
with  which  I  was  less  familiar  than  with  large  parts 
of  the  south  and  west  of  the  island. 

The  Donegal  Highlands  were  formerly  not  so 
easily  visited  as  they  are  now,  in  consequence  of 
the  new  light  railways  which  act  as  leaders  towards 
Derry,  Belfast,  and  Dublin,  but  even  now  the 
arrangement  of  the  train  services  leaves  much  to 
be  desired,  presenting  less  facility  of  access  to  the 
north-west  than  to  the  most  distant  parts  of  the 
south-west  of  Ireland  from  the  capital,  so  that 
travelling  thence  I  found  it  convenient  to  sleep  a 
night  on  the  way  to  Ardara.  I  was  met  by  a  car 
at  Glenties,  and  driven  by  a  rather  hilly  road  a 
distance  variously  stated  as  suited  circumstances 
at  five  or  seven  miles,  English  or  Irish,  to  Ardara, 
through  country  partly  wild  and  partly  cultivated, 
said  to  belong  largely  to  the  Marquis  of  Gonyngham. 
Distant  mountains  of  no  very  commanding  height 
closed  the  view  in  most  directions,  and  the  road 
traversed  the  valley  of  the  principal  river,  the 
Owenea,  which  passes  near  Glenties  and  enters  an 
estuary  about  a  mile  north  of  Ardara.  Moorland, 
bogs,  heather,  and  gorse  interspersed  with  faims 
having  comfortable  looking  houses,  or  poorer 
cabins,  lay  along  the  route,  varying  the  scenery; 
to  call  which  highly  picturesque  would  be  un- 
warrantable exaggeration. 

At  Ardara,  entered  by  descending  a  most 
villainous  bill  whioh  the  road  could  easiily  have 
avoided,  I  found  the  village  enjoying  two  names, 
the  one  usually  employed  belonging  to  the  part 
north  of  the  little  Owentocker  river,  the  name  of 
the  other  portion  beyond  the  bridge  I  forget. 
Here  in  the  main  street  is  the  Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel, 
confronted  by  a  smaller  Temperance  Hotel  of 
unpretentious  aspect,  and  by  a  dc2>cndance  or  over- 
flow house  belonging  to  the  Nesbitt  Arms,  in 
which  several  people  stayed  during  my  visit.  At 
the  hotel  there  were  a  considerable  number  of 
anglers  staying,  about  fifteen  or  twenty ;  many  of 
whom  it  seemed  had  been  induced  to  journey  from 
England  by  expectations  formed  upon  reading  the 
article  by  "E.  S.  S."  in  the  issue  of  July  22.  All 
had  been  more  or  less  unfortunate,  and  disappoint- 
ment, or  rather  more,  was  f leely  expressed  by  people 
supposing  themselves  to  have  been  misled,  and 
their  holiday  spoiled  by  the  hope  deferred  which 
maketh  the  heart  sick.  This  was  not  encouraging. 
I  learned  that  since  April  there  had  been  a  con- 
tinuous run  of  fine  weather,  disastrous  to  fishing 
all  over  the  north  of  Ireland  as  well  as  other  places, 
but  about  the  time  of  my  arrival  this  had  broken 
lip  gradually,  rain  had  fallen,  and  the  weather  at 
Ardara  became  squally,  often  very  wet,  and  there 
was  one  thunderstorm.  Three  small  spates  had 
come  down  and  run  oti  quickly  during  my  visit, 
but  the  fishing  still  remained  bad  throughout.  One 
or  two  salmon  were  seen,  and  one  was  caught  on 
the  hotel  part  of  the  Owenea,  and  a  white  trout  of 
lii'Ib.  was  taken  from  the  upjier  Glenge.sh  water. 
Odd  white  trout  of  smaller  size  were  got  or  lost  on 
the  Owentocker,  and  five  half-pound  ones  were 
reported  to  have  been  caught,  one  day  when  there 
was  a  small  spate,  in  the  Owenea. 

As  to  brown  trout  fishing  on  the  streams,  the 
last-naiped  produced  little,  often  nothing.    Those  | 


who  stuck  to  the  Owentocker  got  a  few,  sometimes 
so  many  as  five  or  eight  large  enough  to  take, 
including  an  odd  one  near  or  over  ^Ib.  I  fished 
the  Glengesh  once  and  the  Owentocker  a  few  times 
with  even  smaller  luck  than  those  who  were  more 
persevering  or  went  further,  and  then  I  tried  some 
of  the  lakes.  In  these  things  were  occasionally 
better,  though  several  anglers  came  back  with 
nothing. 

One  very  well  known  angler,  who  had  left  before 
I  arrived,  was  said  to  have  made  a  bag  of  seventeen 
trout  on  one  of  the  lakes  (I  think.  Lough  Free), 
most  of  them  of  small  size.  Other  parties  of  two  or 
three  had  aggregate  baskets  of  about  the  same  sort  at 
Killtooris  Lough,  seven  miles  off.  One  gentleman  fish- 
ing with  large  flies  lost  two  good  trout  on  Lough  Free, 
where  I  lost  one  among  water-lilies,  and  saw  several 
fairly  large  trout  rising,  but  they  seemed  very  sulky. 
Two  gentlemen  got  fifteen  or  eighteen  trout  at 
Shannahan  Lough,  and  were  crowded  out  next  day. 
I  got  one  or  two  small  trout  in  a  nameless  bog  hole, 
a  couple  of  miles  north  of  the  village,  but  failed  to 
see  or  get  a  rise  on  a  larger  and  better  looking 
lakelet  close  by,  with  partly  rocky  banks. 

The  most  promising  lake  which  I  visited  is 
Sandfields,  or  Morgan's  Lough,  lying  between 
sand-dunes  and  moorland,  north  of  Loughros-More 
estuary.  It  is  very  small,  one  might  walk  round  it 
in  twenty  minutes  or  so ;  but  it  must  contain  good 
trout  food.  I  saw  several  fine  trout  rise  here,  and 
one  perfect  beauty  was  taken  which  weighed  nearly 
21b.,  while  another  larger  broke  away.  The  trout 
here  are  well  made  and  handsome,  and  seem  to  rise 
better  than  in  other  lakes ;  but  it  is  necessary  to 
wade  out  a  few  yards  on  a  sandy  shallow  to  reach 
them.  There  are  hardly  any  visible  patches  of 
weeds  and  no  water-lilies  in  this  lake;  still,  an 
angler  who  tried  spinning  in  it  found  his  bait  con- 
stantly come  in  fouled  with  small,  slimy  scum.  One 
peculiarity  of  all  these  lakes  apparently  is  that 
whatever  stamp  of  trout  they  hold,  dark  boggy  or 
well  coloured,  their  flesh  is  generally  red  or  pink, 
while  that  of  the  river  brown  trout  is  always  white 
and  rather  soft. 

The  results  above  stated  are,  it  must  be  admitted, 
poor  for  a  place  so  highly  spoken  of  as  Ardara  has 
been.  They  can  scarcely  be  due  to  bad  craftsmanship 
among  so  large  a  num  ber  of  anglers  fishing  persistently 
for  a  fortnight  or  more.  All  could  not  have  been 
absolute  dutfers,  and  when  the  native  gillies  fished 
they  did  no  better.  An  evil  spell  seemed  to  have 
fallen  upon  the  place,  for  all  the  local  evidence 
favoured  the  belief  that  in  the  early  part  of  a 
season  plenty  of  fish  were  to  be  met  with,  though 
it  was  admitted  that  for  five  or  six  years  past  the 
fishing  had  been  falling  off.  Want  of  water  could 
not  entirely  account  for  the  ill  success,  rain  having 
fallen  and  the  streams  having  risen  at  times  two 
or  three  feet.  During  all  this  rather  blank,  slow, 
fishing  time,  fine  salmon  appeared  at  table  in  the 
hotel  almost  daily,  no  netting  was  going  on,  and 
these  were  said  to  have  come  from  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Owenea,  caught  by  rod -fishing,  and  there 
hundreds  were  stated  to  have  been  captured. 

It  is  therefore  possible  that  the  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  at  this  time  of  year  do  not  stop  in  the  lower 
pools  of  that  river,  but  run  on  up  to  the  two  lease- 
hold portions  of  its  upper  part.  Whether  heavy 
autumn  floods  would  induce  late  running  fish  to 
remain  in  the  lower  pools  is  likely  to  be  known 
only  to  local  anglers  or  to  residents,  who  have  fished 
there  under  such  conditions.  One  of  the  gillies 
said  to  me,  "  If  you  come  again,  come  in  May,  not 
in  August." 

I  should  say  that  rmder  the  conditions  which 
prevailed  this  August  there  are  many  fishing  resorts 
in  the  United  Kingdom  more  promising  than 
Ardara ;  and,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  things  were 
just  as  bad  at  other  places  in  the  north  of 
Ireland.  At  the  same  time  it  can  be  readily  under- 
stood that,  under  different  conditions,  a  wet  summer 
or  a  larger  migration  of  sea-going  salmonidse,  the 
sport  to  be  had  at  Ardara  might  have  been  of  a 
much  better  kind.  Unluckily  its  August  visitors 
this  year  did  not  find  fortunate  conditions;  and 
small  rivers  sometimes  difficult  to  fish  without 
waders  on  account  of  trees,  or  little  lakes  out  on 
the  "keerin"  (moors),  in  which  some  good  trout 
seen  did  not  take  the  fly  very  freely — though  dark 
eels,  nearly  a  yard  in  length,  might  be  caught  with 
worms — hardly  afford  sufficient  attraction  to  induce 
people  to  travel  hundreds  of  miles  by  trains  or 
steamers  and  then  drive  long  distances  over  bad 
roads  in  the  hope  of  a  good  fishing  holiday. 

For  an  outing,  to  which  fishing  was  non-essential. 


this  Donegal  country  would  present  an  enjoyable 
variety,  and  the  attention  rendered  by  the  hotel 
proprietors,  with  sympathy  for  fishing  disappoint- 
ment, was  all  that  could  be  desired,  though  these 
good  things  could  scarcely  entirely  remove  dissatis- 
faction at  an  unfortunate  absence  of  reasonable 
angling  success.  One  Who  was  There. 


INTEKNATIONAL  ANGLING 
COMPETITION  AT  HENLEY. 


The  International  Angling  Competition  so  eagerly 
anticipated  for  several  long  weeks  by  a  large 
number  of  enthusiastic  anglers  of  all  denominations 
has  at  length  passed  away.  The  usual  tale  of  the 
flush  of  success  to  the  few  and  disappointment  to 
the  majority  remaineth.  The  word  '•  disappoint- 
ment" must,  however,  in  the  present  case  be  qualified, 
inasmuch  as  those  who  did  not  secure  one  of  the 
handsome  and  substantial  trophies  experienced  a 
most  enjoyable  outing  at  very  reasonable  expense. 

The  day  was  too  fine,  perhaps,  for  successful 
fishing,  but  for  a  picnic  was  ideal — the  morning 
was  just  one  of  those  mornings  which,  to  the  lover 
of  Nature,  makes  life  worth  living,  and  compensate 
for  a  large  number  of  the  changes  of  climate  so 
common  to  this  country.  The  writer  writes  with 
considerable  confidence  oathis  point,  as  3.30  found 
him  awake  and  ready  to  keep  an  overnight  appoint- 
ment for  four  o'clock  with  the  energetic  Mr.  Saalfeld, 
to  hand  over  the  pegs  and  other  paraphernalia 
necessary  to  peg  out  the  fate  of  the  army  of  com- 
petitors, some  of  whom,  doubtless,  were  dreaming 
of  2lb.  roach  and  other  scaly  friends  with  which 
they  were  later  in  the  day  going  to  capture  one  of 
the  weighty  silver  trophies  or  elegant  gold  medals, 
which  had  spent  the  night  in  the  security  of  the 
writer's  bed-chamber ! 

The  freshness  of  the  morning  was  a  luxury,  not 
a  breath  of  Sunday's  half-gale  made  itself  felt, 
simply  that  delicious  calm  coolness  that  incites  one 
to  draw  the  fullest  breath,  and  oft  repeat  it  in 
order  to  drink  in  the  most  delightful  of  tonics 
imaginable. 

Three  helpers  had  been  engaged  overnight  to 
keep  the  aforesaid  energetic  Mr.  Saalfeld  fed  with 
pegs  on  his  two  and  a  half  miles'  pegging  out 
expedition.  They  were  to  call  on  your  contributor 
between  4  and  4.30.  Striking  the  happy  medium 
the  first  arrived  at  4.15,  still  sleepy,  but  willing. 
After  having  despatched  him  on  his  journey 
with  his  bag  of  pegs,  the  writer  took  a  stroll  to 
investigate  the  whereabouts  of  Mr.  S.  and  helpers 
Nos.  2  and  3.  A  suggestive  shadow  in  the  window 
of  the  Anchor,  thrown  up  by  a  brilliant  gaslight, 
proved  that  something  was  moving,  and  no  calling 
was  necessary ;  a  further  stroll  of  fifty  yards  found 
No.  2  and  No.  3  casting  shadows  on  the  blind  and 
further  rousing  superfluous.  Your  contributor — 
who  in  order  to  effect  a  saving  of  ink  and  labour 
may  now  be  written  "I  " — felt  that  his  anxiety  a^ 
to  the  sleepy  effect  of  Henley  air  might  now  end, 
and  withdrew  to  his  office  to  arrange  certain  details 
in  order  to  ensure  comfortable  assistance  in  the 
momentous  day's  happenings.  A  cycle  ride  of 
about  a  mile  out  at  5.30  found  the  pegging  opera- 
tions well  in  hand,  and  a  fine  healthy  thirst  develop- 
ing in  certain  quarters:  this  thirst  had  been  to  some 
extent  catered  for  by  the  h  a  3  ty  pocketing  of  a  my  steri  - 
ous  black  bottle  of  the  screw-stoppered  variety, 
but  closer  inspection  proved  that  the  physical 
exertion  coincident  to  keeping  pace  with  the  lively 
Mr.  S.  had  converted  the  delectable  fluid  to  a 
condition  of  interminable  froth,  and  the  labour  of 
endeavouring  to  reach  ''the  spot  "met  with  any- 
thing but  proportionate  results. 

The  special  train  arrived  at  nine  o'clock,  and  its 
load  of  anglers — some  of  whom  were  loud  in  their 
praise  of  the  delightful  scenery  through  which  they 
had  passed — landed  to  find  a  dull  sky,  soft  breeze  and 
clear  air,  a  combination  beloved  of  roach  anglers - 
generally,  and  bank  anglers  particularly. 

A  change,  however,  came  o'er  the  scene  by 
the  time  the  competitors  reached  their  respective 
swims — in  some  cases  over  two  miles  from  the  Drill 
Hall,  where  the  numbers  were  expeditiously  drawn 
— for  the  westerly  wind  had  distinctly  freshened,  and 
by  gun-fire  at  noon  was  blowing  with  sufficient 
strength  to  considerably  hamper  the  expectant 
anglers  in  their  eflbrts  to  qualify  for  the  weighing-in 
function.  The  luck  of  the  draw  for  swims  was 
certainly  dead  against  some  strongly-fancied  com- 
petitors ;  a  few  instances  may  enlighten  those  who. 
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unfortunately,  were  precluded  from  taking  a  lovely 
ramble  the  whole  length  of  the  line  to  inspect  for 
themfelve?.  One  gentleman  had  the  good  (?) 
fortune  to  find  himself  in  close  proximity  to  a  nest 
of  enterprising  wasps,  and  so  was  practically 
certain  of  a  "  b!te "  before  the  cease  fishing  gun- 
fire became  due !  Others  were  situated  over 
verdant  beds  of  weeds  which,  growing  three  or 
four  feet  from  the  bottom  in  nine  or  ten  feet  of 
water,  were  the  cause  of  "language"  being  dis- 
pensed with  the  fluency  that  is  begotten  of  supreme 
disgust ! 

Others  found  relics  of  winter  floods  in  the  shape 
of  particularly  insistent  twigs  and  other  debris  in 
the  bed  of  the  stream,  thus  rendering  va'ueless 
swims  which  to  the  ordinary  ob  erver  showed  signs 
of  great  promise.  Yet  again,  others  struck  patches 
of  muddy  bottom  which  certainly  yielded  fish — to 
wit,  the  unqualified  pope,  that  greedy  and  certain 
producer  of  more  "language."  The  Goddess  of 
Fortune,  however,  smiled  sweetly  on  some  of  her 
favourites,  with  the  result  that  some  of  the  best 
swims  in  the  whole  Henley  district  found  eager 
occupants,  who  were  not  slow  to  make  the  most  of 
their  opportunitie.s. 

Much  "angling,"  little  «' fishing,"  great  patience, 
small  results,  big  appetites,  small  sandwiche?, 
splendid  dr.'nking  capacity  with  limited  material 
to  practise  upon,  and  a  general  atmosphere  of 
good  humour  prevailed.  King  Sol  dispensed  his 
favours  with  great  generosity  during  the  latter 
portion  of  fishing  hours,  a  circumstance  that  was 
highly  agreeable  to  the  lady  visitors,  and  the  host 
of  curious  promenaders  that  thronged  the  whole 
scene  of  operations  ;  delightful  picnic  weather  truly, 
but  not  at  all  desirable,  in  conjunction  with  the 
crystal  stream,  to  those  whose  anxiety  was  to  slay 
fish.  Htre  and  there  a  fair  roach,  a  moderate 
perch,  an  average  dace,  or  a  youthful  gudgeon  paid 
the  penalty  of  indiscretion,  and  was  carefully 
treasured  for  honours  to  come.  A  trout  of  15Jin. 
and  another  of  13in.  were  allowed  to  take  a  hasty 
view  of  the  operations  in  progress  on  terra  firma, 
and  were  returned  to  their  more  agreeable  element, 
with  warnings  to  restrain  inquisitiveness  in  future. 

A  burly  perch  of  well-nigh  l^lb.  and  a  brilliant 
roach  of  good  pretensions  to  1  lb.  were  not  so 
fortunate,  and  their  accounts  were  receipted  with- 
out delay,  their  carcases  relegated  to  the  limbo  of 
the  knapsack,  and  their  relegation  duly  solemnised 
with  libations  of  the  wine  of  the  country.  In 
passing  it  may  be  observed  that  these  poor  victims 
played  an  important  part  in  the  later  proceedings 
of  weighing  in  and  allotment  of  prizes.  So  matters 
progressed  until  five  o'clock  promptly,  when  the 
Regatta  gun  —  kindly  lent  for  the  momentous 
occasion  by  the  ever-courteous  secretary,  Mr.  Fred 
Gooper — again  spoke,  this  time  to  "  cease  fishing," 
and  to  prevent  any  mistake  or  inequality  repeated 
the  word  of  command. 

The  word  had  been  passed  down  the  line  that 
email  takes  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and  even  he 
of  two  gudgeon,  totalling  three-quarters  of  an 
ounce,  made  his  way  to  the  w(righing-in  room  with 
some  degree  of  hope,  for  were  there  not  upwards  of 
thirty  handsome  prizes  awaiting  award?  However — 
small  as  the  takes  were,  altogether  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  district,  and  in  the 
aggregate  only  one  good  day's  winter  sport  for  one 
good  angler — three-quarters  of  a  pound  was  only 
just  in  the  running,  and  the  top  weight  was  nearly 
31b.  The  weighing-in  expeditiously  performed,  an 
adjournment  was  made  to  the  Town  Hall,  where 
Caterer  Hales  and  his  assistants  had  made  a  brave 
show  with  substantial  viands  for  the  hungry  crowd 
of  anglers.  The  spacious  hall  was  packed  to  its 
utmost  capacity,  there  was  scarcely  breathing  room, 
and  no  possible  overplus  of  superficial  measurement 
to  spare  for  the  expansion  of  waistcoats  that  was 
bound  to  accrue  from  the  disappearance  of  the 
delectable  dainties ! 

Thanks  to  the  generalship  of  Messrs.  Abrahams, 
Jacobs,  and  Sheldon  everyone  eventually  found  a 
seat,  and  made  the  most  of  his  or  her  opportunities. 
Matters  progressed  famously,  all  were  in  the  best  of 
spirits,  good  temper  prevailed,  ssid  hearts  of  a  few 
hours  ago  had  regained  their  accustomed  levity, 
and  each  vied  with  the  other  to  make  the  short 
evening  a  complete  success.  Long  hours  in  the 
open  air  had,  in  some  cases,  built  up  an  appetite 
that  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of  salmon, 
cucumber,  and  mayonnaise,  and  without  delay  they 
"fell  to  "  with  that  zest  which  is  only  begotten  of 
a  day  in  new  country  air. 

The  toast  of   "The  King,  Queen,  and  Royal 


Family"  having  been  duly  honoured,  the  chair- 
man proceeded  to  give  the  toast  of  "President 
Loubct";  immediately  the  word  "Loubet"  left 
his  lips  a  mighty  shout  of  intense  enthusiasm  - 
prolonged  and  repeated — went  up  with  one  accord 
from  end  to  end  and  comer  to  comer  of  the  room, 
most  effectually  preventing  the  chairman  from 
speaking  the  few  fitting  words  which  he  intended 
uttering,  and  most  assuredly  proving  that  nothing 
he  could  have  said  was  necessary  to  ensure  the 
toast  being  received  with  the  regard  and  honour 
due  to  it.  It  was  a  scene  to  be  long  remembered 
by  those  who  saw  it,  and  will  long  be  the  record 
reception  of  any  toast  proposed  in  the  handsome 
hall. 

Pressure  of  time  prevented  the  remaining  toasts 
from  receiving  the  attention  by  way  of  lengthy 
speeches  that  is  usually  accorded  them,  but  one 
thing  is  perfectly  certain — they  were  none  the  less 
enthusiastically  given  and  received. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  was  a  most  interesting 
function,  and  the  generous  allowance  made  in  the 
selection  of  the  three  principal  trophies  met  with 
universal  approvaL 

Amongst  the  distinguished  visitors  was  Major 
Spain,  a  fishery  expert  from  the  Australian 
Commonwealth,  who  has  recently  been  represfnt- 
ing  New  South  Wales  in  the  important  Fisheries 
Congress  held  at  Vienna.  M.  Chauviere,  the 
President  of  the  French  Anglers'  Association,  and 
who  figured  largely  in  the  successful  function  at 
Ballincourt,  was  present  also,  and  spoke  very 
gracefully  and  enthusiastically. 

All  those  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Silver 
Trout  Angling  Society  who  formed  the  committee 
worked  assiduously  to  make  the  affair  a  success, 
and  deserve  the  highest  praise,  and  the  hard- 
working and  courteous  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  W. 
Hase,  should  be  accorded  special  mention. 

The  sample  was  good,  let  us  have  more  in  the 
near  future,  and  may  the  "  Entente  Cordiale  "  ever 
continue^  A.  E.  H. 


THE    NEW  NOEWEGIAN 
SALMON  LAW. 


In  a  communication  recently  addressed  to  the 
members  of  the  "  Norsk  Jaeger  og  Fisker  Forening," 
Herr  Landmark  drew  attention  to  the  principal 
changes  effected  by  the  new  salmon  law  passed 
this  year.  As  amongst  British  anglers  there  would 
seem  to  be  some  confusion  of  ideas  upon  certain  of 
the  points  referred  to,  a  summary  of  the  com- 
munication aforesaid  may  prove  useful.  After  a 
few  introductory  remarks  the  inspector  wrote  to 
the  following  effect : — "  The  annual  close  time  for 
the  rivers  will  hereafter  expire  on  the  same  date  as 
that  for  the  sea  (namely,  April  14),  whereas  formerly 
the  close  time  for  the  rivers  extended  to  the  end 
of  April. 

"  From  the  prohibition  against  the  sale  or  purchase 
of  salmon  or  sea-trout  during  that  period,  exception 
is  made  in  favour  of  fish  which  can  be  proved  to  have 
been  captured  abroad,  or  which  is  offered  for  sale 
in  prepared  or  frozen  state— having  been  taken  in 
the  lawful  season ;  and  so,  too,  in  regard  to  fish 
taken  under  dispensation  from  the  provisions  of 
the  close  time,  and  sold  within  five  days  of  the 
expiry  of  the  lawful  season.  Finally,  the  pro- 
hibition does  not  extend  to  sea-trout  which  can  be 
proved  to  have  been  captured  in  the  sea. 

"  The  capture  or  sale  of  kelts  (salmon  which,  after 
spawning,  have  remained  throughout  the  winter 
in  fresh  water)  is  forbidden  at  any  time. 

"  One  of  the  most  important  points  of  difference 
in  salmon  fishery  legislation  has  always  been  the 
weekly  close  time.  Until  1891  the  duration  of  the 
normal  weekly  close  time  was  only  one  day  (of 
twenty-four  hours);  but  by  the  law  of  June,  1891, 
this  was  extended  to  three  days,  a  natural  result  of 
the  extraordinary  increase  that  had  taken  place  in 
the  numbers  of  the  sea  nets.  This  extension,  how- 
ever, met  with  strenuous  opposition  from  the  sea 
fishermen's  side,  and,  as  a  result,  the  law  of  1894 
fixed  the  normal  duration  of  the  close  time  at  two 
days.  This  alteration,  however,  was  much  less 
than  it  appeared,  for  by  means  of  a  series  of  special 
resolutions  the  weekly  cloee  time  which  applied 
to  bagnets  in  the  sea  (by  far  the  most  important 
implement  of  capture  there)  has  been  for  long, 
throughout  far  the  greater  part  of  the  country, 
three  days  in  duration  (in  some  cases  even  four). 
In  a  considerable  number  of  rivers,  too,  there  has 


been  a  three  days'  weekly  cloio  time  for  implements 
of  capture  other  than  the  rod.  Of  lat«  gr(;at 
efforts  have  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  sea 
fishermen  to  bring  about  the  appointment  of  a 
shorter  weekly  close  time,  and  these  efforts,  no 
doubt,  more  than  anything  else,  caused  the  revision 
of  the  1896  legu-lation,  of  which  the  new  law  is  the 
outcome.  The  views  of  the  river  fishery  owners 
have,  howev(  r,  been  sufcossful  in  the  main,  for  a 
normal  weekly  close  time  of  three  days  haa  be^n 
appointed,  such  not  to  como  into  ofKjration  for  two 
years  at  those  places  where,  when  the  new  law 
came  into  effect,  the  close  time  was  only  two  days 
a  week.  On  the  whole,  this  is  a  practical  con- 
firmat'on  of  the  existing  state  of  matters,  with 
a  prolongation  at  the  end  of  two  years  of  the 
close  time. 

"The  provisions  in  regard  to  the  size  of  the  mesh 
and  the  distance  to  which  engines  for  the  capture  of 
salmon  may  extend  are  practically  unaltered  ;  but 
the  size  of  mesh  for  nets  suspended  over  or  at  a 
foss  is  reduced  from  6'8cm.  to  6  53m.  The  clauses 
in  regard  to  the  midstream  line  have,  in  principal, 
undergone  no  alteration.  On  the  other  hand  a 
number  of  new  directions  have  been  added,  having 
for  their  object  the  attainment  of  the  object  in 
view — namely,  to  prevent  any  improper  interference 
with  the  ascent  of  fish. 

"  Regulations  corresponding  to  those  which  apply 
to  the  midstream  line  in  fresh  water  have  hitherto 
been  wanting  in  regard  to  the  sea ;  but  according 
to  the  new  law  no  fixed  engine  for  the  capture  of 
salmon  or  sea-trout  shall  be  j)ermitted  in  a  fjord  or 
channel  at  a  greater  distance  from  land  than  a  third 
of  the  width,  at  ordinary  low  water,  of  the  said  fjord 
or  channel. 

"The  prohibition  which  has  hitherto  applied  to 
the  employment  in  rivers  frequented  by  salmon  of 
night  lines  and  such  like,  wherewith  young  salmon 
or  trout  less  than  21cm.  in  length  could  be  taken, 
is  replaced  with  the  prohibition  of  the  'setting  out 
of  contrivances  armed  with  hooks  with  which  salmon 
or  sea-trout  can  be  captured,'  and  by  the  absolute 
prohibition  of  the  capture  or  sale  of  salmon  or  sea- 
trout  less  than  20cm.  in  length.  It  is  also  abso- 
lutely forbidden  to  offer  for  sale  or  to  sell  fresh- 
water trout  less  than  20cm.  in  length ;  but  the 
capture  of  such  is  only  forbidden  in  those  parts  of 
a  water-system  frequented  by  salmon  or  sea-trout. 
The  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  undersized  fish  does 
not  apply  to  artificially  hatched  fry. 

"  The  regulations  in  regard  to  the  throwing  back 
of  captured  fish  have  undergone  alteration  in 
several  respects.  In  future  they  will  apply  to 
salmon  only,  not  to  sea-trout:  but  they  will  also 
apply  to  salmon  taken  during  the  weekly  clcs3  time, 
and  to  undersized  salmon  taken  in  certain  kinds  of 
contrivances  employed  in  fosses,  as  well  as  to  kelts. 

"  As  entirely  new  protective  regulations  may  be 
named  those  which  prohibit  the  use  in  the  ssa  or 
in  water-systems  frequented  by  salmon  or  sea-trout, 
of  objects  calculated  to  frighten  these  fish ;  power 
by  Order  in  Council  to  forbid  the  use  of  bagnets  and 
similar  engines  in  waters  frequented  by  salmon  ; 
power  to  regulate  the  use  of  contrivances  for  the 
capture  of  eels  in  salmon  rivers  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  wi  I  not  interfere  with  movements  of 
other  kinds  of  fish.  According  to  the  hitherto 
existing  laws,  with  one  exception,  the  close  season 
regulations  in  the  sea  and  on  salmon  rivers  have 
been  the  same  for  salmon  and  for  sea-trout.  In 
this  connection  the  new  law  makes  the  important 
alteration  that  the  regulations  as  to  the  annual 
close  time,  the  weekly  close  time,  and  the  size  of 
the  mesh  shall  not  apply  to  ordinary  seine  nets 
employed  for  the  capture  of  sea-trout  in  the  sea  at 
a  greater  distance  than  250  metres  from  the  mouth 
of  a  river  ascended  by  salmon  or  sea-trout.  This  gives 
lawful  facilities  for  the  capture  of  sea-trout  much 
greater  than  have  hitherto  existed,  such  having  been 
withheld  from  fear  that  their  exercise  would  have 
an  injurious  effect  upon  the  young  salmon.  But 
by  the  investigations  which  have  been  made  of  late 
years,  it  may  be  considered  to  have  been  proved 
that  the  salmon,  after  it  has  left  the  river  in  smolt 
form,  immediately  proceeds  to  sea,  and  does  not 
again  approach  the  land  until  it  attains  the  grilse 
stage.  This  fear,  therefore,  may  now  be  considered 
as  groundless.  On  the  other  hand,  the  regulations 
with  regard  to  the  annual  close  season  and  weekly 
close  time  now  apply  also  to  fishing  for  Arctic  char, 
so  common  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  country,  in 
so  far  as  such  fishing  is  carried  on  in  or  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  rivers  up  which  sa'mon  run. 

"  Apart  from  the  section  on  close  times,  the  ne« 
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law  contains  many  new  regulations,  some  of  them 
of  great  importance.  In  the  first  rank  of  these  may 
be  mentioned  section  1,  which  contains  a  number 
of  deBnitions  as  to  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing 
rights.  Formerly,  positive  rules  upon  this  subject 
were  greatly  wanted,  and  with  regard  to  the  sea  the 
state  of  matters  was  extremely  vague  after  a  judg- 
ment of  the  High  Court  had  in  an  important  degree 
upset  the  view  formerly  held  as  to  the  ground 
owner's  rights  to  salmon  fishing  with  bagnets  and 
such  like  engines  oft"  his  property.  The  regulations 
of  the  new  law  are  mainly  as  follows:  — 

"(a)  In  a  water-system  the  right  to  fish  is  vested 
in  the  proprietor  of  the  land. 

"  (b)  In  the  sea  the  right  to  fish  for  salmon  or  sea- 
trout  with  bagnets,  '  Laksevaerp,'  or  similar  con- 
trivances, and  with  gaff  nets  (Krog  gam),  is  vested 
in  the  owner  of  tlie  adjacent  land.  This  applies 
also  to  the  use  of  the  seine  within  a  distance  of 
250  metres  of  the  mouth  of  a  salmon  river.  (In 
this  connection  the  status  of  fixed  engines  is  deter- 
mined nearly  in  accordance  with  the  view  generally 
held  before  the  judgment  of  1889,  and  which  was 
respected  in  most  places  even  after  the  said  judg- 
ment. In  regard  to  the  ui-e  of  the  seine  the  new 
law  grants  some  extension  of  what  were  formerly 
considered  as  the  landowner's  privileges.) 

"(c)  On  government  property  in  Finmarken  the 
fishing,  both  in  sea  and  river  (with  the  exception  of 
the  Alten  and  the  frontier  rivers),  is  in  a  general 
way  f  j  ce  to  every  Norwegian  subject.  The  right  to 
fish  with  the  contrivances  named  in  the  last  para- 
graph, however,  can  be  let  to  an  individual  for  a 
term  of  ten  years.  .  .  . 

"(d)  Also  in  reaches  of  river  belonging  to  '  Stats 
Almening,'  or  State  property  not  specifically  regis- 
tered, up  which  salmon  go,  the  right  to  fish  can  bo 
let  to  an  individual  for  a  period  of  twenty  years. 
Thus  at  last,  after  many  years"  labour,  there  is  a 
prospect  of  opening  up  by  the  construction  of 
ladders  or  passes  one  ot  our  country's  great  water- 
systems,  which  has  hitherto  been  almost  valueless 
as  a  salmon  river,  namely,  the  Maalselv.  The  rent 
is  divided  equally  between  the  State  and  the  parish 
or  district  treasury. 

"(c)  Where  nothing  else  is  specified,  the  right  to 
fish  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  belongs  to  the  lessee 
and  not  to  the  owner. 

"(/)  Old  fishing  rights  with  regard  to  salmon 
or  sea-trout  fishing  which  might  conflict  with  the 
provisions  of  the  new  law  remain  unaffected  by  it. 

As  a  result  of  the  great  increase  during  the  last 
ten  years   of  the  number  of  contrivances  for 
capture,  it  frequently  happens  that  one  of  these 
interferes   with    the    fishing  on   a  neighbouring 
property.    As  a  consequence  disputes  arose,  which, 
under  the  law  as  it  hitherto  appl  ed,  often  cost  all 
the  parties  concerned  considerable  sums  before  they 
were  settled.    According  to  the  new  law  the  fishing 
rights  belonging  to  each  property  can  be  determined 
by  estimate.  In  order,  as  far  as  possib'e,  to  prevent 
salmon  fishing    being  interfered   with   by  com- 
paratively unimportant  fisheries  of  other  kinds, 
the  law  now  gives  faciUties  for  determining  by  an 
Order  in  Council  that  in  the  sea  no  fishing  con- 
trivance shall  be  used  nearer  a  bagnet, '  Laksevaerp,' 
or  gaff  net  (Krog  gam),  than  200  metres.  .  .  . 
Entirely  new  aie  the  provisions  of  sections  40  and 
41,  which  authorise  the  King  to  determine  that  all 
fixed  engines  for  the  capture  of  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  during  use  shall  be  furnished  with  marks, 
and  to  order  that  the  intakes  and  outlets  of  indus- 
trial establishments  shall  be  furnished  with  gratings, 
so  as  to  prevent  salmon  or  sea-trout  from  being 
injured  by  turbines  or  such  like  contrivances,  as 
also  that  they  shall  have  the  openings  requisite  for 
the  passage  of  descending  fish.    This  last  provision 
will,  no  doubt,  fulfil  in  many  places  a  greatly  felt 
want.    Like  its  predecessors  the  new  law  contains 
a  clause  (section  44)  according  to  which  most  of 
its  provisions  do  not  apply  to  water-systems  or 
tributary  streams  which  are  ascended  by  sea-trout 
but  not  by  salmon.    By  special  resolution,  how- 
ever, the  law  can  be  made  applicable  in  whole  or  in 
part  to  sea-trout  rivers;  wliile  in  like  manner  the 
reverse  can  be  determined,  and  a  water-system  up 
which  salmon  go  occasionally  shall  be  considered 
as  one  not  resorted  to  by  these  fish." 

Summing  up,  the  inspector  comes  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  on  the  whole,  the  now  law  is  a  satis- 
factory piece  of  legislation;  its  weak  point  baing, 
he  thinks,  the  facilities  which  it  affords  for  dis- 
pensing with  the  weekly  close  time.  "It  is  to  be 
feared,"  he  says,  "  that  this  provision,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  is  not  required  for  our  most  important 


instrument  of  capture,  the  bagnet,  will  keep  open 
the  strife  between  the  sea  and  the  river  fishermen, 
which  otherwise  one  might  have  hoped  to  have  seen 
if  not  ended,  at  any  rate  greatly  mitigated.  When 
regard  is  had  to  the  perseverance  with  which  for 
many  years  the  sea  fishermen  have  laboured  to 
obtain  a  curtailment  of  the  weekly  close  time,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  numerous  petitions  will 
come  in  having  for  their  object  the  prolongation  of 
the  part  of  each  week  during  which  fishing  may  be 
carried  on  ;  and  unless  the  Government  show  the 
necessary  amount  of  firmness  in  dealing  with  these 
petitions,  the  prolongation  of  the  normal  weekly 
close  time  which  the  new  law  appoints  may  easily 
become  a  dead  letter.  But  as  the  yield  of  our 
salmon  fisheries  in  the  course  of  the  last  quarter  of 
the  nineteenth  century — during  which  period  a 
close  time  for  bagnets  of  three  and,  in  some 
instances,  four  days  a  week  applied  throughout  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  country  -  increased  in  value 
to  the  extent  of  about  one  and  a  half  million 
kroner,  whilst  previously,  with  no  weekly  close 
time  at  all,  or  at  most  a  very  short  one,  it  was 
diminishing  very  greatly,  a  return  to  a  short  close 
time  seems  hardly  rational,  and  one  can  only  hope 
that  the  weekly  close  time  of  the  new  law  will  in 
substance  be  maintained."  Rugde. 


FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING  AS 
A  GAME. 


[One  ot  our  correspondents  asked  recently  for 
particulars  of  the  American  style  of  casting  from 
the  reel  with  a  short  rod.  A  well-written  account 
will  be  found  in  the  following  interesting  paper  by 
Mr.  Perry  D.  Frazer  in  Forest  and  Stream ;  and  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  Christmas  Numbers  we  have 
given  illustrated  accounts  of  this  style  of  easting, 
which  is  now  practised  all  over  the  United  States. 
—Ed.  F.  G  ] 

One  of  the  commonest  remarks  heard  by  those 
who  attend  fly  and  bait  casting  tournaments  comes 
from  anglers  who  watch  but  do  not  take  part  in 
the  contests.  If  asked  to  do  so  they  will  admit 
that  they  love  to  fish  and  do  fish  whenever  they 
have  an  opportunity,  but  express  more  or  less 
ignorance  concerning  the  fine  points  of  casting  for 
record  or  for  prizes.  If  urged  to  try  their  skill 
they  object  to  "  making  a  show  "  of  themselves,  as 
they  say.  Some  of  them  can  never  be  induced  to 
take  part  in  any  competition  that  is  more  or  less 
public,  and  they  say  with  more  or  less  truth  that 
fishing  is  one  thing,  but  tournament-casting  quite 
another. 

With  the  object  of  making  tournament-casting 
a  school  of  instruction  for  anglers,  and  teaching 
anglers  to  handle  their  weapons  with  greater  skill 
clubs  have  from  time  to  time  been  formed 
various  places,  and  tournaments  held.  Despite 
these  facts  there  is  a  class  of  anglers  who  cannot 
be  induced  to  take  part,  because  of  the  publicity 
they  dread  and  seek  to  avoid.  They  will  look  on 
and  learn  the  little  that  is  possible  from  watching 
others  cast,  but  they  will  not  take  pirt  in  the 
events. 

In  view  of  these  facts  I  wish  to  point  out  a  few 
others  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  everywhere,  and 
will  attempt  to  show  them  how  they  may  obtain 
valuable  practice  at  a  minimum  expense  of  money 
and  preparation. 

Fly  and  bait-casting  can  be  made  a  ga  ne,  just  as 
lawn  tennis,  golf,  or  batting  and  catching  a  ball 
are,  but  with  this  exception — that  it  can  be  played 
by  one  person  as  well  as  ten,  although  at  least  two 
persons  are  needed  to  keep  up  the  interest  and 
make  casts  comparative.  I  hope  other  anglers  will 
agree  with  me  in  this  matter,  and  will  take  up 
casting  as  a  game  or  pastime,  for  I  can  assure 
them  that  it  is  a  very  fascinating  one  in  which  a 
great  deal  of  experience  of  real  value  in  angling 
can  be  gained. 

Granted  that  any  angler  who  wishes  to  go  into 
this  pastime  for  his  own  amusement  and  benefit  is 
the  possessor  of  a  rod,  a  good  reel  and  a  suitable 
line,  let  us  cast  about  for  an  equipment.  In  the 
first  place,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  find  a  bit  of 
water  entirely  suitable  for  the  purpose,  but  if  this 
is  not  obtainable,  a  lawn,  field,  or  pasture  will  do, 
and  some  of  the  most  enjoyable  casting  I  have 
ever  had  was  on  smooth  ice  or  a  light  fall  of  snow. 
With  this  in  view,  the  game  can  be  made  one  for 
all  the  year. 

If  there  is  a  lake  or  small  stream  handy,  a  place 


can  be  selected  without  much  difficulty,  eo  that 
one  can  oast  with  the  sun  at  his  back  or  side,  and 
in  a  direction  so  that  the  prevailing  wind  for  the 
season  will  also  be  at  his  back  or  side,  preferably 
the  former,  as  it  is  discouraging  at  times  to  try  to 
cast  continuously  against  a  fluky  wind.  If  there  is 
little  boathouse  dock  or  float  handy,  use  it  for 
your  platform,  and  lay  out  the  course  alongshore, 
where  the  water  is  shallow.  The  marks  can  be 
made  in  a  dozen  different  ways,  but  the  following 
method  is  simple  and  will  answer  every  purpose. 
To  begin  with,  procure  a  tape  one  hundred  feet  or 
more  in  length.  Then,  wading  in  the  shallow 
water,  stretch  a  line  from  the  casting  platform  to  a 
stake  fifty  yards  or  more  distant,  and  you  are 
ready  t  >  set  the  marks;  For  this  purpose  a 
number  of  sticks  will  answer.  The  assistance  of  a 
friend  on  the  platform  will  be  handy.  Let  him 
hold  the  tape,  and  reeling  off  fifty  feet,  push  the 
first  stake  in  the  mud  alongside  the  line  and  distant 
just  fifty  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  platform.  The 
top  of  the  stake  should  be  at,  the  surface  of  the 
water,  although  this  is  not  a  matter  of  much 
moment,  as  one  will  seldom  foul  the  stake  while 
casting.  This  stake  should  be  provided  with  a 
square  or  round  bit  of  plank  that  will  float,  to  be 
used  as  an  accuracy  buoy.  An  air-tight  tin  can  or 
a  corked  jar  will  serve  the  same  purpose,  however. 

Set  the  next  stake  at  fifty-five  feet,  and  the 
others  every  five  feet,  unless  you  do  not  wish  to  be 
so  exact,  in  which  case  marks  every  ten  feet  will 
serve.  Another  buoy  should  be  moored  to  the 
sixty-foot  stake,  and  it  will  be  well  to  employ  two 
more,  at  seventy  and  eighty  feet  respectively.  At 
first  the  extreme  mark  need  not  be  more  than  130 
feet  distant,  but  in  order  to  be  able  to  closely 
measure  the  work  you  will  do  and  you  gain  through 
practice,  it  would  be  well  to  put  stakes  at  least 
every  ten  feet  up  to  150  or  even  160  feet.  And  in 
order  to  calculate  the  distance  rapidly  while  casting, 
mark  the  stakes  in  some  manner  to  distinguish  one 
from  another.  A  bit  of  board  nailed  on  the  top  of 
a  stake  and  numbered  will  be  the  best  plan,  or  the 
ninety-foot  mark  can  be  daubed  with  red,  the  100- 
foot  mark  white,  the  110-foot  stake  blue,  and  so  on, 
so  that  one  will  soon  know  the  distance  by  the 
colour  of  the  nearest  stake.  Various  schemes  may 
be  employed  to  prevent  counting  the  distance  from 
the  beginning,  stake  by  stake,  for  each  cast  made. 

Now  you  are  ready  to  begin.  All  the  accessories 
to  the  game  are  at  hand  save  the  weight  to  be 
employed.  For  bait-casting  it  is  the  custom  at  the 
present  time  to  use  either  soft  rubber  frogs  or 
wooden  weights.  The  frogs  are  specially  made  for 
this  purpose,  and  are  fitted  with  a  ring  at  the  nose, 
but  no  hooks.  The  wooden  weights  vary,  but 
perhaps  the  best  form  is  in  the  shape  of  a  bullet, 
with  a  ring  or  small  eye  at  the  butt  end.  Some 
are  made  with  an  upholstery  tack  in  the  nose  to 
keep  them  point  on.  As  silk  lines  will  wear  out 
and  part  in  time,  and  one's  enthusiasm  often  runs 
away  with  his  caution,  his  bill  for  frogs  may  in 
time  become  somewhat  like  Bill  Nye's  expense 
account  for  razir  strops  when  he  began  to  shave 
himself.  The  next  best  thing  is  to  whittle  an  old 
rubber  eraser  down  until  its  weight  is  just  a  hi  If 
ounce  (or  a  quarter  ounce).  A  bit  of  some  heavy 
wood,  like  bethabara  or  hickory,  if  rounded  and 
elongated,  makes  an  excellent  weight,  but  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  longer  casts  can  be  made 
with  smooth,  dense  weights  than  with  rubber  frogs, 
and  one  must  not  imagine  that  he  is  diing  better 
work  with  his  weights  than  are  the  expert 
toumament-casters  with  their  soft  rubber  frogs, 
although  weights  are  fair  enough,  since  they  at 
used  in  some  tournaments,  but  not  all.  The  line 
should  be  reversed  on  the  reel  often,  to  prevent 
excessive  wear  on  the  free  end. 

For  the  benefit  of  beginners  a  few  words  in 
relition  to  casting  may  not  be  amiss.  In  the  first 
place,  stand  as  near  the  water  level  as  possible  and 
do  not  try  to  cast  from  an  elevation,  merely  seeing 
that  there  is  nothing  immediately  behind  you  to 
catch  the  line  and  perhaps  break  a  tip.  Face  the 
line  squarely,  with  the  feet  spread  a  trifle.  Grasp 
the  rod  close  up  to  the  reel  with  the  right  hand, 
with  the  thumb  on  the  spool.  Drop  the  tip  of  the 
rod  until  it  is  lower  than  the  knees.  Turn  the  rod 
over  until  the  reel  axle  is  vertical,  and  see  that  the 
line  lies  entirely  in  the  guides  and  does  not  touch 
the  rod  at  any  point  in  its  whole  length.  Let  a 
little  line  out,  so  that  the  frog  or  weight  is  eight 
to  ten  inches  from  the  tip.  Hold  it  perfectly  still 
until  you  see  that  the  hand  is  in  its  proper  place 
and  the  lioe  free  from  kinks.   Then  impart  a 
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swaying  motion  to  the  bait— gently,  like  the 
pendulum  of  a  clock,  forward  and  backward,  and 
when  it  is  on  its  forward  swing,  raise  the  tip,  so 
that  the  weight  will  begin  its  upward  and  backward 
sweep  without  any  jerky  motion.  It  must  bo 
stopped  and  started  forward  without  touching  the 
water  or  the  platform  behind  you,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  pressure  on  the  spool  is  decreased  but 
never  entirely  taken  off.  At  first  it  will  be  best  to 
use  little  force  in  the  forward  sweep  of  the  rod, 
and  to  aim  at  a  spot  less  rather  than  beyond  50ft., 
letting  the  bait  describe  a  high  curve  and  move 
slowly.  The  height  of  the  curve  may  be  increased 
without  additional  force  by  letting  the  line  slip  a 
trifle  just  as  the  forward  curve  begins,  but  if  the 
cast  is  to  be  made  with  some  force,  the  line  is  not 
released  until  it  is  well  up  on  the  forward  sweep. 
In  no  case  should  the  tip  of  the  rod  be  lowered 
below  the  waist  line  in  the  forward  curve  ;  in  fact, 
it  should  stop  exactly  in  line  with  the  unreeling 
line,  and  should  be  stiff  enough  to  be  rigid  at  that 
time,  as  vibration  of  the  tip  serves  to  stop  the  line 
from  running  freely  through  the  guides. 

At  first  the  inclination  will  be  to  let  the  spool 
take  care  of  itself  during  the  cast,  and  to  stop  it 
short  after  the  weight  strikes  the  water.  With  a 
good  reel,  however,  it  is  possible  to  thumb  the  line 
quite  forcibly  throughout  the  cast,  increasing  the 
pressure  as  the  weight  approaches  the  water,  the  reel 
spinning  freely  even  under  pressure.  This  requires 
practice,  of  course.  Some  reels  have  friction  devices 
or  drags  capable  of  adjustment  to  prevent  back- 
lashing.  Whatever  is  used,  however,  it  will  be 
found  best  to  have  the  reel  always  the  same,  so 
that  one  may  devote  his  efforts  toward  eliminating 
the  personal  error,  and  depend  on  his  own  skill 
rather  than  upon  mechanical  means. 

After  the  beginner  has  found  that  he  can  cast 
fifty  feet  or  more  four  times  out  of  five  without 
trouble  with  the  reel,  he  should  try  five  casts  at  the 
fifty-foot  buoy  and  note  the  result.  Then  he  may 
aim  for  higher  marks,  putting  a  bit  more  force  into 
his  casts,  and  lowering  the  trajectory  of  the  weight. 
Most  of  the  force  is  put  into  the  cast  just  as  the 
forward  sweep  begins,  but  the  line  is  not  released 
80  soon  as  when  a  high  trajectory  and  less  force  is 
desired.  More  care,  however,  is  necessary  to  stop 
the  rod  without  tip  vibration,  and  to  prevent  back- 
lashing.  Nor  should  the  spool  be  too  full  of  line. 
A  very  good  way  to  decide  just  how  much  line  to 
use  is  to  wind  the  favourite  line  on  the  empty  reel, 
then  over  it  wind  a  cheap  cotton  or  other  line,  as  a 
dummy.  When  enough  of  the  dummy  line  has 
been  wound  on  to  fill  the  spool  two-thirds  or  three- 
fourths  full,  cut  the  line,  unwind  it  on  the  grass, 
and  when  both  lines  are  off,  wind  the  coarse  line  on 
the  spool  and  the  fine  line  over  it.  A  braided  silk 
line  of  H  size  will  give  the  best  service  at  first,  but 
better  work  may  be  done  after  a  little  while  with  a 
regular  tournament  line,  quite  a  bit  smaller  than  H. 
Enamelled  lines  will  not  answer  at  all  for  this  style 
of  casting. 

It  is  well  to  combine  a  series  of  casts  for  distance 
with,  say,  five  each  at  two  or  three  buoys,  and 
especially  when  two  or  more  persons  cast  together. 
Keeping  score  will  prove  very  interesting,  and  at 
the  same  time  show  how  much  improvement  all 
are  making.  Little  contests  can  be  arranged,  and 
altogether  the  pastime  is  one  that  few  dyed-in-the- 
wool  anglers  will  tire  of. 

If  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  water  where  the 
marks  may  be  staked  off,  as  described,  because  of 
deep  water,  a  rather  heavy  line  can  be  made  to 
serve  the  purpose  almost  as  well.  Round  cork 
floats  can  be  obtained  from  dealers  in  commercial 
fish  nets,  or  hollow  rubber  balls  can  be  used,  in  any 
event  the  numbers  to  be  painted  thereon.  It  will 
then  only  be  necessary  to  stretch  the  buoyed  line 
from  the  casting  point  out,  and  the  outer  end  can 
be  made  fast  with  an  anchor-line  and  a  stone.  In 
some  respects  this  would  be  a  better  plan,  as  the 
buoys  can  be  kept  clean  and  the  numbers  fresh, 
while  mischievous  small  boys  might  carry  it  away 
or  damage  it  if  it  is  left  afloat  all  the  time. 

For  casting  on  a  lawn,  numerous  marking  devices 
might  be  suggested,  as  stakes,  marked  lines,  etc., 
but  if  a  long  tape  is  available  it  will  prove  more 
satisfactory,  since  its  readings  will  be  exact  and  no 
estimates  need  be  made. 

Casting  on  the  snow  or  ice  has  peculiar  fascina- 
tions for  the  angler  who  grows  weary  of  the  long 
winter  months  and  impatient  to  teat  new  rods  and 
tackle,  and  in  some  lespects  it  is  eminently  satis- 
factory, as  good  casts  may  be  paced  off  and  marked. 
The  exercise  is  sufficient  to  keep  one's  circulation 
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up  except  on  the  coldest  days,  and  one  who 
practises  casting  throughout  the  winter  will  take 
still  more  interest  in  fishing  than  he  ever  did 
before. 

The  remarks  set  down  above  will  apply  to  fly 
casting  as  well  as  to  bait  casting,  with  necessary 
qualifications.  In  fact,  any  angler  who  dislikes  to 
"  make  a  show  of  himself  in  public  tournaments 
can  try  his  skill  in  some  field  or  on  some  little 
stream  where  he  may  be  sure  no  one  will  disturb 
him;  but  if  he  wishes  to  fully  appreciate  the 
pastime,  let  him  invite  some  close  friend  to  go  along, 
so  that  they  may  cast,  one  against  the  other,  and  my 
word  for  it,  there  will  be  a  third  or  a  fourth  party 
the  next  time,  and  before  many  trials  are  held  some 
place  nearer  home  will  be  selected,  perhaps  the 
women  folks  invited  to  try  their  skUl,  and  the 
"  game  "  become  better  understood  than  it  seems 
to  be  now.  It  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  trials  in 
which  women  may  take  part,  and  no  angler  who 
takes  wicked  pleasure  in  poking  fun  at  his  wife  for 
being  awkward  with  rod  and  line  in  fishing  should 
fail  to  see  that  she  becomes  more  familiar  with  rod, 
reel,  and  line  in  practice  casting.  She  may  become 
an  expert  as  soon  as  he  does,  too. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is 
improving  in  condition,  and  sport  is  likely  to  follow 
suit.  At  Marlow  Mr.  Woodruff,  out  with  Coster, 
had  several  barbel,  the  best  fish  scaling  7§lb.  :  bank 
anglers  have  aho  been  getting  better  sport.  More 
rain  is  really  wanted  to  give  the  river  a  better 
stream,  though  the  colour  of  the  water  is  fairly 
good  even  now,  except  in  the  upper  reaches.  On 
Monday  next  the  Bir  mingham  and  District  United 
Angling  Association  will  hold  a  competition  on  tlio 
Thames  between  Nuneham  and  Appleford,  when 
there  will  be  nearly  one  thousand  competitors. 
They  will  find  the  river  in  that  district  clear  and 
the  stream  slack.  Personally,  I  do  not  expect  them 
to  have  much  sport.  Next  week  I  propose  to  say 
something  in  regard  to  the  Abbey  river,  near 
Penton  Hook. — F.  H.  Amphlbtt. 

Thames  (Henley). — Sport  has  been  quiet  during 
the  week,  although  roach  are  good  feeders  during 
the  evening,  and  gudgeon  still  bite  freely.  A  few 
chub  and  small  jack  have  been  caught  by  local 
anglers,  also  perch  up  to  over  1  lb.  Mr.  Wain 
Walke  has  taken  a  bag  of  roach  weighing 
about  101b.,  while  fishing  with  J.  Arlett, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Machin  have  taken  two  dozen 
of  these  fish  during  an  evening's  fishing  with  a  local 
angler,  while  at  Shiplake  G.  Smith  and  a  Henley 
fisherman  took  241b.  of  roach  up  to  1  lb.  during  an 
afternoon's  outing.  The  water  is  in  fairly  good 
condition  for  the  time  of  year,  and  a  decent 
stream  is  running,  the  recent  rains,  however, 
may  put  a  little  colour  into  it  by  the  week  end. 
Of  the  great  International  Angling  Competition  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  say  more  next  week,  but  already 
Henley  is  red-hot  for  an  angling  club  arid  a  pegged- 
down  fishing  match,  and  why  not  ?  Now  the  iron 
is  hot  it  i3  the  time  to  strike,  and  my  best  wishes 
and  support  will  be  with  it, — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  river  ia  in  excel- 
lent condition  with  a  nice  colour,  and  good  bags  are 
being  brought  ashore.  John  Spong  Jcwt.  barbel  in 
a  baited  swim,  one  day;  these  fish  have  gone  off 
again.  Harper  has  been  getting  some  good  roach 
and  dace,  also  a  few  bream.  Blower  Brown's  bags 
have  been  very  good  indeed.  George  Coxon,  four 
days'  good  sport.  A.  Turner,  ditto.  I  have  been 
out  six  days,  one  day  with  Mr.  D.  Godwin,  101b., 
losing  a  large  carp  ;  another  day  Mr.  Goodyer  and 
sons,  141b.,  one  jack,  2Jlb.  On  Sept.  3,  IGlb.,  good  fish. 


On  Sept.  .5, 1  received  tf;legram  to  secure  three  punti 
to  accommodate  a  party  of  our  French  visitors  who 
had  competed  at  Henley,  arriving  here  at  2  p.m., 
their  badges  and  colours  prominent  —  one  lady 
wearing  her  badge  attracted  the  attention  of  m^ny  an 
angler.  I  had  the  honour  to  pilot  the  pre-ident  of 
the  French  fishermen,  accompanied  by  Mr.  C. 
Franco,  our  take  in  three  liours'  fishing,  one 
roach,  about  lib.,  another  Jib.,  and  about  four 
dozen,  all  told.  I  wish  our  visitors  hon  voyage. 
Wednesday  Nigfit. — The  river  all  right,  and 
prospects  good.  B.  Spong  has  ser;uro'J  a  good 
barbel.  The  takes  all  round  have  been  above'  the 
average.  I  have  been  out  for  one  and  a  half  days, 
and  have  got  six  dozon  roach  and  dace.  All  punts 
have  done  well. — To.m  Auger. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Watarbeaoh).— D  uring  the 
the  week  waters  in  good  colour,  but  low  for  present 
season ;  bank  angling  clean.  Angling  for  Septemhter 
is  promising  all  round.  This  week  bream  slow, 
plenty  had  from  81b.  to  101b. — a  bag  ;  roach  :  good 
takes  from  61b.  to  141b.  Largest  fish  |lb.  to  ipb. 
Perch  up  to  1  lb.  each.  Good  sport,  pike  now  being 
fishable. — John  O.  George,  Beche-rd.,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  Camel  seems  to  be  the 
be.5t  of  the  Cornish  rivers  for  sport,  as  little  is  doing 
on  the  Fowey,  and  the  Lynher  is  polluted  with  mine 
water.  On  the  first-named  river,  Mr.  Oliver  got 
three  peal  and  seventeen  trout  on  Tuesday,  and  five 
peal  and  some  trout  on  ^Friday  last ;  Mr.  Richards 
got  three  peal  and  fifteen  trout  at  a  fishing;  and 
Mr.  Stevenson,  fishing  the  lower  reaches,  two  to  four 
peal  at  a  time.  The  recent  freshets  have  improved 
fishing,  but  generally  speaking  there  are  few  of  the 
migratory  fish  running. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  Very  Httle  has 
been  done  during  the  past  week.  The  water  has 
been  very  low  and  fine,  and  the  rain  of  Wednesday 
morning  was  not  sufficient  to  cause  the  stream  to 
rise  to  any  appreciable  effect.  A  good  number  of  fish 
are  reported  on  the  moor,  but  having  been  in  the 
lower  waters  for  a  considerable  timeowmg  to  the  lo w- 
ness  of  the  water  are  not  in  the  best  of  condition. 
In  the  upper  waters  Mr.  Jackson  has  had  a  couple  of 
salmon,  whilst  the  Rev.  Humphreys,  who  is  staying 
at  Buckfastleigh,  landed  three  salmon  on  successive 
days.  Mr.  Wright  has  aho  been  having  good  sport 
at  Buckfastleigh,  and  the  Rev.  Salt,  of  Rymouth, 
has  landed  many  trout,  but  although  being  above 
the  limit  he  has  returned  them  to  the  waters. 
During  Totnes  Races,  on  Sept.  4  and  5,  most 
anglers  were  drawn  off  the  waters. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — Heavy 
rains  have  brought  the  rivers  down  in  the  first 
really  good  'flood  of  the  season,  and  there  is  now  a 
fine  salmon  water.  Reports  of  the  ascent  of 
salmon  are  on  the  pessimistic  side,  the  number 
of  fish  seen  at  the  weirs  being  only  small,  but 
it  is  early  yet  to  say  whether  prospects  are  good 
or  bad.  There  do  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
heavy  runs  of  sea-trout  and  white  trout  to  take  the 
place  of  those  that  have  gone  forward.  In  a  week 
of  unsettled  water  sport  has  inevitably  been  slight, 
the  only  capture  of  note  being  a  salmon,  10|lb., 
taken  by  Mr.  T.  P.  Martin  with  a  trout  rod  and  fine 
tackle  at  Marron  Foot,  on  the  Angling  Association's, 
water. — Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Lew,  Okement,  and 
Torridge  have  benefited  very  much  as  the  result  of 
the  rain,  and  there  are  a  good  many  rods  on  the 
streams.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
secured,  mostly  with  the  minnow,  but  some  fair 
captures  have  been  made  with  the  flj'.  Peal  are 
running  well  and  are  in  capital  condition.  Little 
has  been  done  on  the  Carey.  One  angler  secured 
basket  of  nearly  a  dozen,  but  except  for 
this  no  "takes"  worthy  of  note  are  recorded. 
Fishing  near  Tiverton  last  week,  Mr.  Greorge 
Duckham  heard  an  otter  barking  or  whistling  near 
by.  He  did  not  see  the  fish  until  he  had  hooked 
fine  trout,  when  suddenly  and  greatly  to  Ms 
surprise  the  otter  seized  the  fi^h  and  bait  and  went 
fi  swiftly.  Mr.  Duckham  let  out  the  line  quickly 
and  was  enabled  to  see  the  fish  between  the  jaws  of 
the  otter,  but  in  the  end  the  fine  broke  and  away 
went  the  otter  with  its  capture. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  a  few  spates  have 
fallen  recently,  these  have  been  inadequate  to 
produce  the  flood  which  is  much  needed  to  improve 
angling  conditions  on  this  river.  The  water  has 
been  somewhat  heavier,  and  a  fair  number  of  fish 
are  reported  to  have  passed  the  weir  at  Ruswarp 
and  taken  to  the  higher  waters.  Anglers,  however, 
continue  to  meet  with  indifferent  results,  and  only 
an  isolated  take  or  two  have  been  effected.  Sea 
angling  conditions  continue  favourable,  and  heavy 
catches  have  been  made  in  the  offing  by  several 
parties  during  the  week.  From  the  piers  and  quays 
the  results  aie  the  most  remunerative  I  have  seen 
for  many  years,  and  the  sport  has  nimierous  votaries. 
— J.  Jackson. 

£xe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  is  still  in 
its  normal  condition,  end  a  good  rain  would  benefit 
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fish  and  anglers  alike.  A  few  trout  have  been 
taken  with  Black  Gnat,  Blue  Upright,  and  Palmers. 
Sinne  nice  roach,  perch,  and  eels  have  been  caught 
near  the  city,  and  Mr.  Moass  secured  a  perch 
of  Iflb.  and  Mr.  Petherbridgo  one  over  Jib.  A 
meeting  has  been  held  at  the  Nugget  Hotel,  Exeter, 
with  a  view  of  establishing  a  piscatorial  society. 
As  a  committee  has  been  formed  and  officers 
elected  I  hope  that  it  will  prove  a  great  success. 
With  the  facilities  afforded  in  our  rive  s  and  canal 
near  at  hand,  and  pi  izes  offered  for  angling  contests, 
fishermen  generally  should  respond  generously  ond 
support  the  enterprise  by  becoming  sub?cribers  or 
members.  Some  fine  boss  and  mullet  in  fair  numbers 
have  been  caught  off  Exmouth  Pier,  in  the  estuary 
and  docks,  Me-srs.  R.  Mostyn,  Whiteman,  Curtis 
(two).  White,  Beck,  Periy,  Bastin,  Pollard,  Moas-s, 
Petherbridge  doing  well.  Miss  Curtis,  an  enthusia^stic 
angler,  hooked  a  fine  bass  of  5lb.  last  week  late 
in  the  evening,  and  after  playing  it  skilfully  for 
some  minutes  lost  it  owing  to  the  steam  launch 
accidentally  fouling  her  line.  Large  eels  have  been 
caught  in  the  docks  also  with  sand  eel  and  mackerel 
bait,  Mr.  Mostyn  having  ono  of  31b.,  and  Mr.  Curtis 
(a  visitor)  several  between  IJlb.  and  2Jlb.  Yester- 
day (Monday)  a  larger  number  of  bass  were  sporting 
in  the  river  and  opposite  the  pier,  as  well  as  several 
shoals  of  mackerel. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — Anglers  find  sport  very 
uncertain  in  the  Lea  as  the  result  of  the  clear 
condition  of  the  water,  and  the  unsettled  weather, 
but  here  and  there  nice  baskets  of  fish  are  being 
met  with.  Roach  have  been  caught  during  the 
past  week  between  Rye  House  and  St.  Margaret's 
Bridge,  some  "  bankers  "  having  as  many  as  twenty 
of  those  fish.  A  number  of  the  roach  have  weighed 
fib.  to  lib.  each.  At  Ware  good  roach  and  dare 
have  also  been  taken,  and  private  reaches  of  the  old 
river  Lea  have  yielded  roach.  In  the  Brofidwater, 
at  St.  Margaret's,  roach,  perch,  pike  (best  61b.),  and 
a  few  tench  have  been  brought  to  the  bank.  Good 
sport  promises  all  round  after  the  river  has  been 
flushed. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Liagg  and  Arrow  (Laominater).— Both  thess 
streams  are  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  being 
a  fair  level,  but  have  been  stained  a  little  owing  to 
the  late  heavy  falls  of  rain,  which  have  greatly 
improved  the  condition  of  the  water,  and  has 
brought  the  grayling  and  trout  well  on  the  feed, 
and  they  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly.  A  good 
few  rods  have  been  out  this  week,  and  some  very 
nice  lots  of  grayling  and  a  few  trout  landed.  The 
prospects  for  fishing  are  now  good.  The  Pinsley  is 
in  order. — Gwynne. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry).  —  Water  here  is  in 
thoroughly  good  condition,  and  fish  have  been 
feeding  pretty  Ireely.  The  laigest  have  fallen  to 
the  rods  of  Mr.  J.  Blaydes  and  his  sons,  who  have 
had  some  very  nice  tench  and  a  lot  of  perch  during 
the  week.    One  of  the  tench  is  to  be  set  up. — 

A  SCARD. 

Onse  (Hnntiug^doii). — The  very  heavy  rains  had 
a  beneficial  effect  on  the  condition  of  the  water  last 
week,  in  consequence  of  which  fish  fed  very  freely 
for  a  few  days.  To-day  (Sept.  6)  the  water  is  only 
in  fair  order,  and  sport  is  not  quite  so  good. 
Another  heavy  rain  would  much  improve  matte.s. 
— Chas.  a.  Bryant. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  very  clear ;  wind 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe ;  fish  dead  off  feed. 
Such  has  been  the  state  ot  these  waters  for  the  past 
three  weeks  or  month,  although  the  different  swims 
have  been  baited  again  and  again,  and  only  a  few 
misguided  fish  have  been  taken.  A  regular  soaking 
rain  is  required  for  thirty  hours  so  as  to  really  get 
a  push  of  water  in  the  river  in  order  that  it  may 
receive  a  little  colour  from  the  land,  and  flush  away 
the  flannel  weed  and  the  natural  food  therein, 
then  we  may  perhaps  get  at  some  of  the  fish  with 
our  baits  and  different  lures.  Fishing  on  Sept.  2 
and  3,  with  Mr.  F.  A.  Mitchell  Hedges,  only  secured 
five  silver  bream,  that  gentleman  being  greatly 
surprised  at  the  state  he  found  the  river  in  after 
some  reports  he  had  read  of  its  condition  of  colour- 
ing and  good  pushes  of  water. — Edward  Collinson. 

Plymontli. — I  am  glad  to  say  that  since  last 
writing  the  rivers  have  had  a  nica  wash  out,  and 
are  now  in  fair  condition.  Several  peal  have  been 
taken  in  the  Tavy,  and  some  alsa  on  the  Dart,  as 
well  as  a  few  salmon.  A  fisherman  on  the  Dart 
liast  week  had  a  trout  of  5^1b.  weight. — William 
Heakdek. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nadi). — As  far  as  the  Oldham  anglers  are  concerned 
the  weither  has  not  been  altogether  unsatistaTtory, 
and  they  left  here  with  ample  evidence  of  the  sport 
to  be  enjoyed,  especially  amongst  the  coarser  kinds 
of  fish.  The  only  drawback  was  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  weather,  one  fine  day  being  sandwiched 
between  two  wet  ones,  and  to-day,  Sept.  (i,  has 
proved  to  be  the  wettest  day  for  son^e  days  past.^ 
Vyrnwy, 


Sussex  Rivera  and  CMchester  Canal.  —  The 

weather  of  the  week  has  been  close  with  frequent 
showers.  Stre  ims  and  rivers  are  in  better  trim,  but 
weeds  and  falling  leaves  are  a  nuisance.  In  East 
Sussex  Mr.  J.  King  has  taken  1 1  lb.  of  bream  from 
the  Cuckmere  and  Mr.  F.  W.  King  21b.  15oz.  Mr. 
E.  Aanensen  a  lib.  lOoz.  roach,  and  Mr.  G. 
Eustace  a  bream  of  IJU).  From  th^  Ouse,  Mr. 
Markwifh,  at  Lewes,  a  brace  of  roach,  lib.  Goz. 
Fishing  the  Adur  Mr.  Kempshall  and  Mr.  Ellsey 
have  had  spcrt  among  the  roa  h  and  dace. 
Chichester  Camd  is  in  good  order,  bar  weeds.  The 
weed  cutting  is  a  failure,  and  the  only  remedy  is 
hauling  them  out  by  strain  from  the  bottom.  Spirt 
on  to.ne  evenings  has  been  good;  Mr.  Clarence 
Grinyer  on  Sept.  5,  fi  hing  with  a  lantliorn  near  the 
first  bridge,  eecurel  some  good  bream  of  3;ilb.,2^lb. 
and  l|lb. — .sever  d  fish  weie  taken  of  from  Jib.  t) 
31b.  A  ni  e  cap  of  71b.  was  captured  byavisitor  from 
the  basin.  So.ne  Portsmou'h  anglsr.s  fi  hing  lower 
down  met  with  but  indifferent  succe.^s.  The  clearest 
water  is  between  the  locks  at  Birdham,  and  good 
perch  and  roach  have  been  taken,  but  as  this  is 
over  three  miles  from  the  city  it  is  not  much  patro- 
nised. The  basin  and  vicinity  yield  the  best  bream 
and  eels.  A  few  good  pike  may  here  be  seen  feeding, 
one  fish  of  between  lolb.  and  121b.  To-day, 
Wednesday,  four  rods  are  to  be  seen  with  spinners, 
endeavouring  to  effe.;t  a  capture. —  Gisoroe  F. 
Salt  E  a. 

Teifi  (Iilandysail). — River  in  very  good  order, 
and  pa'mon  going  well.  The  catches  for  the  last 
few  days  arc  2.1b.,  12ilb.,  121b.,  <llb.,  fijlb.  Many 
fish,  both  salmon  and  se win,  have  been  seen.  Several 
have  been  hooked  and  lost.  This  last  spate  has 
undoubtedly  been  the  making  of  the  autumn  fish- 
ing, and  the  prospects  of  sport  have  never  been 
better.  All  nets  are  now  off,  so  therefore  no  im- 
pediinent  remains  f  jr  the  fi  h  coming  straight  up. 
I  am  looking  forwird  to  record  sport  for  the  next 
two  months.    Raining  at  time  of  writing. — Vic. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— Tlie  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  in  gjod  order  for  angling.  Heavy  rain  has 
been  had,  and  the  water  has  rose  a  li  tie  a  id 
coloured,  but  it  SJon  runs  off  agiin,  and  is  in  oider 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out  of  late,  and  have  u-ed  Red  Tag, 
Silver  Twist,  Wickhim,  Green  Insert,  August 
Dun,  and  sport  has  bee.i  goad.  Wasp  grub 
and  worm  have  been  successful.  Minnow  fishing 
has  accounted  for  goo  1  trout.  O  i  Saturday  a  ni  e 
dish  of  trout  were  landed  in  the  water  below 
Ash'"o.d  with  fly.  Fishing  in  the  Ludford  water  at 
ths  end  of  last  wee'.t  some  good  grayling  we  e 
taken.  O.i  Monday  good  trout  were  taken  with 
wasp  grub,  and  on  Tuesday  a  trout  1  lb.  4oz.  was 
landed.  Prospects  for  sport  arj  now  good.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  in  order.  On 
Wednesday  up  the  Ledwyche  two  anglers  landed 
eight  b'.'ase  of  trout  and  some  eels  with  worm. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Torcrosa  Ley. — The  weather  is  not  very  fine, 
occasional  showers  every  day.  The  water  is  in 
good  condition,  and  the  perch  are  biting  freely. 
The  rudd  are  also  well  on  the  feed,  and  a  good 
number  are  taken  daily ;  but  I  cannot  say  much 
about  the  pike,  very  few  have  been  taken  during 
the  past  week,  and  no  large  ones  worth  recording 
The  bay  is  still  full  of  mackerel  and  the  hookers 
are  having  a  good  time.  Many  good  ba;s  have  also 
been  caught  off  the  Start. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Trent  (Newark*. — But  for  the  water  fining 
down  on  Saturday  last  there  would  have  been  but 
little  to  record  of  angling  in  this  dist  ict,  but 
Monday  (the  4th)  saw  such  a  change  that  Mr. 
David  Slater  decided  on  another  trial,  and  well 
were  his  efforts  rewarded,  no  le.«s  than  thirty 
barbel  falling  to  his  rod,  and  his  explji.s  this 
season,  so  far,  excel  anything  within  my  memory. 
Though  nothing  heavy  they  are  good,  game  fish, 
and  show  fine  sport  on  the  hght  tackle  used.  A 
few  roach  have  been  taken  with  wheat,  best  by 
Mr.  J.  Swain,  1  lb.  2Joz.  2  shots.  Chub,  bream,  and 
dace  have  been  shy,  but  not  many  anglers  out 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  storms  and  high 
winds. — Trentsider. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — At  last  plenty  of  water  and  plenty  of 
fresh-run  fish.  On  the  North  Tyne  good  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  killed  with  maggot  and  worm.  I 
have  heard  of  two  salmon,  o(  171b.  and  151b. 
Mr.  Dixon,  Corbridge-on-Tyne,  killed  a  beauty 
s -aling  321b.  Two  good  baskets  of  trout  were 
killed  on  the  Prudhoe  water  with  worm.  The 
Coquet  is  in  good  fisliing  order.  Mr.  Barber  and 
brother,  fishing  prawn,  killed  two  salmon,  151b.  and 
IGlb.,  and  one  on  fly  171b.  Mr.  Bergner,  on  Sept.  2, 
killed  on  lly  (Dusty  Miller)  a  nice  little  well-fed 
salmon,  Cflb. ;  Mr.  Scott,  one,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Mills,  on 
^"ept.  1,  killed  a  salmon,  71b.  (fly) ;  Mr.  Hudson 
killed  nine  fine  trout  with  minnow  on  Archer 
Spinner,  several  other  anglers  doing  well.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  the  Coquet  has  now  more  salmon 


than  has  ever  been  known,  and  I  believe  it  is 
fast  becoming  a  good  salmon  river.  The  Coquet, 
at  Weldon  Bridgs,  is  fishing  well.  Good  takes  of 
salmon  and  brown  trout  are  reported. — Hy.  A, 
Murton. 

Uak  (Uak). — The  river  has  once  more  fallen  bick 
into  a  very  low  state,  and  little  angling  is  being 
done.  From  an  angler's  point  of  view  it  is  very 
desirable  that  there  shoulci  b©  a  rise  of  four  or  five 
feet,  then  there  would  be  a  chance  of  further  sport. 
The  following  are  the  successes  reported :  Wednesday 
(Aug.  30),  Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins,  two,  on  the  upper 
water.  Thursday  (Aug.  31),  Mr.  J.  Pi:t,  two,  81b.  and 
121b..  in  Priore-s  ;  Mrs.  Lister,  two,  i41b.  each,  in 
the  Bindmgs;  Mr.  Mordaunt,  one,  101b.,  in  the 
Whibbs ;  Mr.  Russell  Gray,  two  on  the  upper  water. 
Oa  Sept.  1,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  t  ne,  101b  ,  in  the  Garcoed; 
Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  a  grilse  in  the  Llwych.  The 
trout  i-eason  concluded  on  Sept.  1,  and  it  must  be 
s  lid  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  month  of  March 
aid  the  fir  .t  week  in  April,  it  has  been  a  disappoint- 
ing one,  and  since  that  time  very  few  trout  have 
been  taken.— T.  R.  ' 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire). — The  con- 
tinual heavy  rains  we  have  had  during  the  greater 
pa't  of  the  past  week  has  kept  these  rivers  too 
high  for  successful  fly  fishing,  especially  the  lower 
portion  of  the  Derv^'eat.  But  the  Wye  and  upper 
reaches  of  the  Dei  went,  the  Chal  sworch  and  Hather- 
sage  p  >rtions  of  this  river,  yielded  some  very  good 
baskets  of  both  trout  and  grayling.  Also  the  Darley- 
dale  Club  water  afforded  a  few  nice  creels  of  fish. 
The  Matlock  and  Cromford  A. A.  length  of  the  Der- 
went  has  affo  ded  a  few  nice  fish.  Mr.  A,  E.  Coates, 
fishing  CoHingwood's  stream,  Mat!ock  Dale,  on 
S  jpt.  5,  took  threa  nice  trjut  and  -one  small  one 
returne  1.  Mr.  W.  H.  Moire  and  a  friend,  fishing 
at  Whitstandwell  on  Sept.  4,  took  about  thirty 
per;h  and  roach.  We  are  to-day  (Wednesday) 
having  a  hejvy  downpour  of  rain  whiih  will  stop 
fly-fishing  for  the  present.  As  the  water  clears 
some  good  fish  ought  to  be  taken  with  the  following 
flie-,  largi  size,  A  ;h  Dun,  Orange  Dun,  Cooper's 
Fan  y,  Whirli  ig  Blue  Dun,  Priiur  se  Dun,  Blue- 
bot  le,  and  Claret  Hu  nble. — D  dtterel. 

Yore,  Swa  e,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Orse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — At  last  we  have  a  good  fresh  down 
the  Yorkshire  rivers,  and  sport  in  consecjuence  has 
much  improved.  On  the  upper  leaches  of  the 
Wharfe  some  very  good  baskets  have  been  made, 
and  with  the  clearing  water,  several  anglers  have 
enjoyed  better  sport  than  at  any  other  time  this 
season  with  fly.  At  IlAey,  many  of  the  memb3r8 
of  1  he  local  club  have  had  good  takes,  but  on  the 
lower  reaches  sport  has  been  only  moderate,  and 
visit  irs  to  Tadcaster  and  Uileskelf  have  not  found 
the  fiih  feeding.  Sport  on  the  Yore  has  been  very 
uncertain,  the  water  being  almost  daily  in  an 
unsettled  s'^ate.  Some  good  baskets,  however,  have 
been  made  at  Masham  and  Bo.o'  Bridge,  at  the 
latter  place  a  number  of  good  perch  have  been 
taken  and  several  decent  chab.  The  tributaries  of 
the  Swale  have  fishsd  very  well  of  late,  and  sc  me 
very  good  baskets  are  reported  from  the  Cjdbeck. 
On  Mjnday  tvo  well-known  anglers  had  a  very 
gruesome  find,  discovering,  wi.ile  fishing  near 
Kilvington,  the  body  of  a  man  in  the  water. 
I  had  a  fe.v  hours  on  the  Bedale  Beck 
on  Sept.  I,  and  caught  sixteen  of  the  very  fine 
trout  for  whi  h  this  st.eam  has  long  been  noted. 
None  of  ths  fi  h  were  under  6oz  ,  and  the  majority 
weighed  from  jib.  to  1  lb.  There  was  a  good 
rise  of  Duns  all  the  time,  and  the  fish  took  the 
Waterhen  Bba.  This  is  invariably  a  capital  fly 
to  employ  on  any  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers  during 
the  autumn  if  properly  dressed,  but  the  impoitant 
thing  is  the  correct  shade  of  feather  employed. 
Gene. ally  speaking  the  fish  do  not  start  rising  till 
about  tix  o'clock  and  then  continue  till  about 
half-pist  S3ven.  Grayling  aie  taking  the  fly  frjely 
and  seem  in  very  good  condition.  The  Northern 
Counties  Otter  Hounds  are  hunting  on  the  Yore, 
but  the  water  is  too  high  for  sport,  and  up  to  the 
time  of  writing  they  have  not  met  with  much 
success. — J.  E.  MiLLtB. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgaoh  Hotel  Watera  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— On  Aug.  2o,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  Liverpool, 
fished  Loch  Veyatie  and  1  mded  two  dozen  trout, 
lUlb. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crossby,  on  Loch  Cama,  had 
twenty-six  trout,  91b. ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Gillam,  Rsad- 
ing,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty -seven  trout,  13|lb.  On 
Aug.  28,  Mr.  Ford,  on  Loch  Cama,  caught  one 
dozen,  averaging  ^Ib.  each.  ;  and  Dr.  Crossley  and 
Mrs.  Crossley,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty-eight  trout, 
lU^lb.  Adverse  weather  still  prevails.  On  Aug.  29 
and  30,  baskets  by  Messrs.  Anderson,  Gillam,  and 
Ford  averaged  about  two  dozen  trout,  101b. — B. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — Fishing  Loch  Maree,  on 
Aug.  20,  from  Mr.  McAllister's  Hotel,  Mr.  Wortley 
had  nine  sea-trout,  averaging  lib.  23z. ;  Mr.  Norton, 
two  of  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Young,  sen.,  four,  2Jlb. ;  Mr. 
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McGregor,  two  of  1  lb.  ;  and  Mrs.  Morgan,  a  beauty 
of  21b.    On  Aug.  28,  Mr.  Hope  Finley,  ten,  ^lb. ; 
Mr.  Trousdale,  seven  of  61b.  ;  Mr.  Norton,  three  of 
21b.;  Mr.  McGregor,  two  of  3Ub.  :  Mr.  Turk,  one 
of  21b. ;  and  Mr.  Young,  one  of  I  Jib.    On  Aug.  28, 
fishing  Loch  Maree  from  the  Kinlochewe  Hotel,  Mr. 
Lumley  had  two  sea- trout  of  IJlb.  ;  Maior  Hopwood, 
three  of  Ulb. ;  Mr.  Browne,  two  of  1^1  b. ;  Mr. 
Wright,  three  of  1  lb. ;  and  Mr.  Jorsley,  two  of  Ijlb. 
On  Aug.  29,  from  Loch  Maree  Hotel,  Mr.  Trousdale 
had  four,  Gib.  ;  iL-.  Hope  Finley,  four  of  61b.  :  Mr. 
Norton,  three  of  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Merton,  four,  SJlb.  ; 
and  Mr.  Turk,  two  of  31b.    On  Aug.  30,  fro-n  Loch 
Maree  Hotel,  Mr.  Hope  Finley  had  six  of  751b. ; 
Mr.  Sooones,  three,  71b. ;  Mr.  Trousdale,  two  of 
2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Morgan,  two.  21b.  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  two  of 
1  Jib. ;  5Ir.  Wortley,  six,  6 Jib.  ;  and  Mr.  Norton, 
two,  IJlb.     On  Aug.  31,  also  from  Loch  Maree 
Hotel,  Mr.  Trousdale  had  eight  trout,  75lb.  ;  Mr. 
Hope  Finley,  five,  5Jlb.  :  Mr.  Jackson,  six,  51b.; 
Mr.  Wortley,  three  of  21b.     On  the  same  date, 
fishing  from  the  Kinlochewe  Hotel,  Major  Hopwood 
had  five  sea- trout,  3 Jib.    On  Sent.  1,  fishing  from 
the  Kinlochewe  Hotel,  Major  Grant  and  Captain 
Lyon  had,  on  Loch  Maree,  five  sea  trout,  5|lb.,  the 
largest  two  weighing  2Jlb.  and  1  lb.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 
Gunyon,  four,  2^lh.  ;  and  Major  Ho^wocd,  one, 
IJlb.    This  makes  the  splendid  take  off  Loch  Ma-ee 
for  the  six  da3  s'  fishing  of  131  sea- trout,  agg  egating 
1281b.    PooLEWE. — Fishing  Loch  Squad,  from  the 
Poolewe  Hotel,  Messrs.  C.  and  B.  Elmhurst,  York- 
shire, had,  on  Aug.  25,  nine  beautiful  brown  trout, 
weighing  181b.    On  Aug.  2'i,  the  same  gentlemen 
had  a  nice  basket  of  81b.  on  Loeh  Kearnsay. 
South  Hareis. — For  the  week  ending  Aug.  26 
the  Hebridean  Sporting  Association  repo  t  the 
following  takes : — From  Rodel,  six  salmon,  aggregat- 
ing 401b.  lOoz.,  were  landed,  th^  heaviest  just 
turning  81b.    The  large  number  of  133  sea-trout, 
aggregating   1101b.  5o/..,   were  also   creeled,  ths 
heaviest  being  a  beauty  of  3Jlb.     Fr.  m  Fjnsbay 
eixty-eight  sea  trout,  weighing  401b.   13oz  ,  were 
landed,  the  heavie  t  being  a  nice  trout  of  21b.  4oz. 
The  Lest  basket  was  that  of  Mr.  Dowding,  who 
landed  ten  sea-trout,  weighing  171b.,  the  heaviest 
being  a  perfectly  shaped  fish  of  31b.  8oz.,  which 
afforded  good  play.    Loch  Morae. — Fishing  from 
the  Station  Ho' el,  MaUai?,  on  Loch  Morar,  on 
Aug.  31,  Dr.  Spancer  had  a  basket  of  sixteen 
beautiful  trout,  weighing  151b.,  the  two  largest 
just  weighing  21b.  ear  h.    On  the  same  date.  Major 
Macdonald  landed  six,  weighing  7pb.,  in  which 
were  one  cf  2Jlb.  and  one  of  21b.    Lochs  Rosque, 

ACHANALT,      GaBVE,      AND      LOCHLUICHART.  The 

above  four  lochs  continue  to  give  very  good  sport 
to  those  frequenting  them.  On  the  former  the 
guests  of  Sir  Arthur  Bigncld,  of  Lochro=que,  have 
had  capital  baskets  daily,  the  best  recorded  during 
the  week  being  one  of  ITlb.,  and  the  best  trout  a 
nice  fish  of  Sib.  7oz.  Achanalt  affords  very  go^d 
fishing,  the  wet,  windy  weather  of  last  week  just 
suiting  it.  The  best  cieel  had  during  the  week 
was  had  rn  Aug.  31,  when  the  Rev.  D.  Mcintosh 
and  friend,  fishing  from  the  Garve  Hotel,  had 
four  beautiful  trout,  weighing  14lb.  8oz.,  all  got 
with  fly.  On  Lochluichart  some  very  fair  fishing 
was  had  during  the  weak,  the  best  creel  being 
one  of  i'lh.,  and  the  heaviest  fish  31b.  3oz.  Pike 
infest  the  loch  in  large  numbers,  and  are  proving 
very  troublesome.  On  Loch  Garve,  anglers  from 
G&rve  Hotel  and  Strathpeffer  continue  to  have 
some  nice  baskets,  some  d^iys  as  many  as  nine  boats 
being  out.  The  be.;t  basket  was  obtained  by  an 
angler  from  Strathpeffer,  and  weighed  121b.  6oz 
the  heaviest  trout  being  over  21b.  lOoz.  Beauly. — 
Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  on  the  Beauly,  the 
upper  reaches  of  which  were  particularly  productive 
during  the  past  week.  On  the  home  waters  the 
following  sport  was  had  duiing  the  week — namely, 
Aug.  28,  three  sea-trout,  of  IJlb.,  IJlb.,  and  3lb.  ; 
Aug.  29,  one  grilse  of  71b.  ;  Aug.  30,  one  g  ilse  of 
61b.;  Aug.  31,  two  salmon  of  141b.  and  8Jlb.,  as 
well  as  a  sea-trout  of  2Jlb. ;  Sept.  1,  one  salmon 
of  91b. ;  Sept.  2,  one  grilse  of  6Jlb.  On  the 
upper  reaches  Mr.  Barry  and  party  had  twenty 
Bilmon  and  grilse  on  the  Struy  wate  s,  Loid 
Fitzhardingo  had  go  )d  sport  at  Eskadale,  while 
Mr.  Henderson,  at  Braulen,  and  Mrs.  Clarke,  at 
Fasnakyle,  were  also  succei^ful.  Very  fair  sport 
was  had  by  angleis  from  Cannich  Hotel.  In  the 
tidal  waters  two  grilse  and  about  a  dozen  sea- trout 
were  landed  by  anglers  from  Moniack  Cattle  and 
Balblair  House.  Lochs  Mo.var  and  Moillie. — On 
Loch  Monar  excellent  baskets  were  had  by  Major 
Stirling  and  party  from  Monar  Lodge,  and  by 
anglers  from  Patt  Lodge.  The  heaviest  basket  was 
one  of  221b.,  and  the  heavie-it  trout  a  lovely  one  of 
31b.  l()o7..  Anglers  from  Braulen  Lodge  fished  Loch 
Moillie  on  three  days  of  the  week  and  had  capital 
Bport,  the  captures  weighing  up  to  101b.,  and  best 
trout  1  lb.  lOoz.  CoNON. — The  nets  have  now  been 
taken  off  the  Conon,  and  with  the  river  in  capital 
ply  during  the  week  better  sport  was  obtained 


The  Brahan  Castle  waters  of  Colonel  Mackoiizio,  of 
Seaforth,  the  Fairburn  waters  of  Mr.  Stirling,  the 
Soatwell  beat  belonging  to  Mr.  English,  and  the 
Strath  Conon  waters  of  Captain  Combo  all  yielded 
fair  sport,  ten  fish  being  altogether  reported  landed 
on  the  several  beats. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — In  Canonbie  water, 
Mr.  A.  Porteous  had  two  sea-trout  and  fifteen 
herling  ;  Mr.  R.  Steel  four  sea-tr  )ut  and  six  horling ; 
Mr.   Richardson,  Edinburgh,   a  fine  sea-trout  in 
the  Liddle,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Dickie,  Burnmouth,  a  sea- 
trout,  21b.,  and  three  horling;  Mr.  Martin,  Edin- 
burgh, two  pea-trout.  l|lb.  and  1  lb.  each,  in  the 
same  water,  the  Liddle  ;  Mes-rs.  Elliot,  Jones,  and 
Hardie  also  had  catches  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  Liddle  water ;  Mr.  D.  Crozier 
and  Mr.  H.  Weir  had  each  baskets,  wei^thing  101b., 
of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Taylor  had  a  herling  of  1  lb. 
and  twenty-four  yellow  trout ;  and  Mr.  Dickie  had 
a  similar  basket  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle. 
In  the  Solway  the  high  tides  of  last  week  were 
unsuitable  for  the  stake  nets,  but  on  the  other 
hand  favoured  the  boats  and  poke  nets,  which  had 
some  good  fish  on  Saturday  morning  (Sept.  2). 
The  end  of  the  present  week  biings  the  netting 
season  in  the  Firth  to  a  clo=e    In  Langholm  water 
Messrs.  J.  and  T.  Bell,  with  mimow,  creeled  nine 
teen  sea-trout  and  ebven  herling.    la  the  mid 
reaches  Mr.  Walter  Irving  had  a  salmon  of  81b., 
seven  sea-trout,  and  twenty  herling.    Mr.  T.  Steel, 
six  sea-trout  and  thirty-eiglat  herling;  Mr.  J.  Steel, 
six  sea-trout  and  thi  ty  herling.    Fishing  in  the 
Bar  stream  Mr.  Robinson  had  three  sea-trout  and 
twenty  herling.    Mes  -rs.  H.  Foster  and  Chambers, 
Longtown,  had  excellent  baskets  of  sea  trout  and 
herling ;  Mr.  Weir  had  ten  sea  trout  and  t  ^enty 
herling  in  the  lower  reaches  ;  aad  Mr.  Reid  had 
a  fine  basket  of  herling  and  a  few  sei- trout; 
whi'e  Me-srs.  Soott  and  Johnstone  did  well  in  the 
Metal  Bridge  waters  with  sea-trout  and  herling. 
In  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk  Mr.  David  Little. 
Canonbie,  during  a  week's  fi-hing,  caught  a  small 
salmon,  a  grilse  of  5Jlb.,  nine  rea  trout  and  twenty- 
cne  heiling;  Mr.  R  Nelson,  Rowanburn,  ca  tured 
a  i-almon  of  iilb.,  seven  sea-trout  and  eighteen 
herling.    Mr.  James  Steel,  in  the  same  water,  four 
sea-trout  and  eighteen  herling.  Little  is  being  done 
in  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  but  good  fi  hing  is 
being  got  in  the  Duke  of  Bucrleuch's  reserved 
porti  )n  of  the  water  below  Langholm,  a  id  the  Burn- 
f  ot  and  Westerkirk  upjer  reaches  of  the  river  have 
been  prolific  of  sport,  in  which  visito  s  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Douglas's  hotel,  in  Langholm,  have  freely  partici- 
pated.   Tarras  and  Ewes  have  5  ielJed  their  quota 
of   brown   trout,  while  Wauchope's  stream  has 
afforded  the  beat  sport  in  yellow  trout  frr  years. 
In  Langholm  water  of  the  Esk,  Messrs.  J.  Harkness, 
T.  Morrison,  and  R.  Thompson  have  done  fairly 
well  with  sea-trout  and  herling,  while  each  has  had 
baskets  full  of  yellow  trout  in  the  three  principal 
tributaries.    Messrs.  Weatherstone  and  Ross  had 
each   a  good  haul    of    sea-trout    in  Langholiii 
water.    While  in  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  A.  Kerne 
had   fifteen    he  ling  and  a  few  sea-trout;  Mr. 
Brocklebank,  three  sea-trout ;  Dr.    Anderson,  a 
dozen  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Murray,  three  sea-trout  and 
ten  herling;  Mr.  G.  McKune,  thiee  sea-trout  and 
some  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  two  sea-t:  out  and 
a  dozen  herling;  Mr.  D.  Warwic4<,  a  few  herling  and 
a  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Liddle.    In  the  Hermitage  water,  Mr.  Cowan  had  a 
basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  M.  Davidson  had  two 
sea-trout  and  a  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Liddle ; 
Mr.  Law  had  a  small  grilse  in  Lower  Liddle ;  and 
Mr.  E.  Ewart,  two  sea-trout  in  the  same  water. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross    Ardsrav.  N.B.).  —  On 

Thursday  la-t  Mr.  Ditchfield,  Gledfleld  House,  on 
Mr.  Briscoe's  rod,  landed  an  8lb.  salmon  on  Raven- 
rook  Pool,  being  the  second  salm  n  caught  on  the 
river  since  the  middle  of  June. — B. 

Hebridean  Sportingf  Association  (Sonth 
Harris).  —  The  total  catc;h  for  the  week  ended 
Sept.  2  was: — Rodel,  thiee  salmon,  weighing 
lyib.  60Z.  (heaviest,  71b.  4oz.),  and  119  sea-trout, 
weighing  991b.  12oz.  (heaviest,  31b.  12oz.).  Finsbay, 
77  sea-trout,  45lb.  15oz.  (heaviest,  21b.  4oz.). — G. 
D.  SriRLiNO. 

Isla  (Fertli)  — Many  of  the  summer  visitors  left 
at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  and  there  have  not 
been  so  many  anglsrs  out  since.  The  streams  are 
in  good  ci  lour  and  fair  volume,  and  very  fair  baskets 
have  been  got.  On  off  days  grourO  shooters  have 
taken  to  locii  fishing  and  have  been  amply  rewarded, 
trout  rising  freely  on  some  days.  On  Auchintaple 
Loch  especially  some  finely-conditionrd  and  heavy 
(up  to  2Jlb.)  trout  have  been  got  with  fly. — Iasgaib. 

£iOchi  iTer  (Calasr  Hotel). — On  Aug.  28,  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Ellis,  fifteen  trout,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  Webb, 
eight;  Mr.  Anderson,  five  brown  trout  and  two  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Fair  and  Dr.  Greene,  eleven  trout,  fijlb. ; 
Dr.  Caley,  seven,  31b.  On  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Nuttall, 
twenty-seven  trout,  81b. ;  Dr.  lonides,  eleven,  4Jlb. ; 


Mr.  Ander.son,  sixtoon,  7lb. ;  Dr.  Caley,  nino,  .'{lb.; 
Messrs.  Ellis  and  Brown,  twenty  trout,  101b.,  and 
ono  sea-trout,  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Fair  and  Dr.  Greene,  thirty- 
six  trout,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Webb  (sea),  fifty-fivo  fish  of 
sorts.  On  Aug.  30,  Mr.  Nu'tall,  eight  trout;  Dr. 
Caley,  fourteen,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Tatton,  twelve,  4Jlb.  ; 
M  •.  and  Miss  Webb,  nino,  4  Jib.  ;  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Ellis,  eleven,  41b.  On  Aug.  31,  Dr.  Ciley,  ten  trout, 
41b.  ;  Mr.  Nuttall,  oighioori ;  Sir  B.  Brodie,  seventeen  ; 
Mr.  Anderson,  seven,  2ilb.  On  Sent.  1,  Mr.  Ander- 
son, twenty  eight  trout,  751b.;  Messrs.  Fair  and 
Greene,  twelve.  5Jlb.  ;  Me-srs.  Ellis  and  Brown, 
feven,  2|lb.  On  Sept.  2,  Dr.  Caley,  six  trout; 
Me-srs.  Ellis  and  B-own,  nineteen,  71b.  ;  Messrs.. 
Fair  and  Greene,  twenty-six,  81b. ;  Mr.  Anderson, 
eighteen,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Tatton,  eleven,  5Jlb.  Trout 
are  rising  freely  again,  but  weather  has  been  very 
unsuitable.  Ki^kaig  river  has  been  too  low  of  late, 
but  now  in  spate. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Ness  fFoyera  Hotel.  N  B.) — On  Aug.  23, 
Mr.  Hureeard  killed  one  trout,  IJlb.  O  1  Aug.  23, 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  one  grilse,  5 Jib.,  and  . 
on  Aug.  29,  one,  71b.  On  Aug.  3(J,  Mr.  Hureea  d, 
one  nice  salm  'n,  91b  ,  and  on  Aug.  31,  three  trout, 
31b.  ;  and  Mr.  Narold  Thomas,  fiihin-z  Loch  Mhor, 
five  trout,  2Jlb.  On  Sept.  I,  Mr.  Thomas,  seven 
trout,  31b.,  on  Loch  Mhor ;  on  Se-it.  2,  eleven  trout, 
51b.  ;  and  on  Sept.  4,  five  trout,  210. — S.  Tilston. 

Iiocli  Iioven  'Kinross).  —  The  following  wera 
among  the  anglers  out  in  the  two  last  days  of  the 
seasm:  Me.ss-s.  John  and  Walter  Kennedy,  Eiin- 
burgh,  seventeen  trout,  13lb.  ;  Mr.  Kirke,  Burntis- 
land, twelve  trout,  71b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Perry, 
five  trout,  61b. ;  Captain  Taylor,  eight  trout, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Turnbull,  Whitby,  nineteen  t^out,  121b. ; 
Mr.  Ki  k,  Falkirk,  sixteen  trout,  131b. ;  Mr. 
Herdman,  Tiinity,  twenty  trcut,  lolb.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Campbell,  Alloa,  eight  trout,  8lb.  4oz. ;  Messrs. 
Stott  and  Taylor,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  eleven  trout, 
81b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  "Thomson,  Calcutta,  twelve  trout, 
81b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Dob^on,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  D  )bson, 
Glasgow,  thirteen  trout,  91b.  Fourteen  members  of 
the  Dunfermline  club  captured  seventy-tsvo  trout, 
581b.  Fi  St.  Mr.  W.  Ramage,  eight  trout,  9lb.  2oz.  ; 
his  heaviest  tr)ut  weig'ied  21b.  9Joz.  Fifteea 
members  of  the  Kinross-shire  club  competed  on. 
the  last  day  of  the  season  in  unfavourable  weather. 
Their  catch  was  thirty-one  trout,  21  lb.  7oz.  ;  first, 
Mr.  L.  Gray,  four  trout,  31b.  15oz. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  Surrey,  is  fishing  the  neig'ibjur- 
ing  lochs  and  getting  fairly  good  sp  )rt.  On  Au?.  31 
he  landed  ten  s 'a- trout,  101b.  On  Sept.  1  he  caughii 
ten  brown  trout,  averaging  1  lb.  each ;  and  on 
Sept.  2,  eight  sea-trout,  6Jlb.  Since  then  weather 
very  unfavourable  and  sport  scarcely  up  to  the 
usual. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Although  weather  con- 
ditions have  been  very  unfavourable  the  following 
sport  has  been  obtained  since  reported  two  weeks 
ago  : — On  Aug.  22,  Mr.  H.  Bilbrough  landed  a  grilse 
weighing  81b.  ;  on  Aug.  23,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  on 
Aug.  25,  a  13-pounder;  on  Aug.  29,  a  fine  grilse; 
and  on  Aug.  30,  one  salmon,  141b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  a  further 
decli.ne  in  sport  among  herling  since  lasi  week's 
report  in  all  the  live  s.  Every  other  day  rain  has 
fallen  and  kept  the  livers  in  an  up  and  down 
condition,  though  the-e  has  been  no  floods.  At  the 
time  of  writing  this  (Wednesday  evening)  the  rivers 
are  running  in  full  black  waters,  and  though  the 
herling  are  leaping  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day  and  after  dark  they  are  not  rising  to  the 
artificial  fly.  The  following  are  the  reports  from 
the  rivers  of  the  district — The  Annan. — Frequent 
rains  have  kept  the  river  running  in  black  waters 
all  the  week.  Fishing  in  the  Mount  Annan  water 
the  other  day  Captain  Tho  burn  landed  five  sea- 
t -out  and  a  brace  of  herling  at  a  fishing  ;  Mr.  Taylor, 
avi  itor  from  Manchester,  took  one  s?a-trou5  and 
sixhe  ling  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  C.  Rsbson,  keeper 
for  Mr.  Rutherford,  M  P.,  had  a  sea-trout  of  21b. 
and  one  herUng.  Other  rods  on  the  Mount  Annan 
portion  have  landed  a  few  odd  herling  daily,  some 
getting  their  trout  vtith  the  fly,  oi-hers  with  worm 
bait  on  the  Stewart  tackle.  In  the  tidal  stretches 
near  the  town  little  has  been  done.  Dr.  Barry,  of 
Pendleburgh,  had  two  or  three  herling  in  the 
Brewery  pool  and  stream  the  other  day  with  fly. 
Mr.  Wm.  Miller,  of  Gl  'Sgiw,  landed  two  herling  aad 
two  yell  ""w  trout  on  Tue  -day  with  the  clear  water 
worm  ;  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  took  a  brace  with  the 
silver  Devon  minnow,  and  he  had  one  or  two  this 
afternoon  with  the  same  lure.  Captain  Ewart, 
fishing  in  the  Howes  Pool  with  night-fly,  caught  a 
bra^e  of  fine  herling  on  the  evening  of  Sapt.  1,  and 
on  Sept.  2  he  had  another  brace.  Captain  John 
McLean,  of  Liverpool,  fishiing  the  Battery  Pool, 
at  the  Moat,  on  the  night  of  Aug.  31,  took  three 
herling  and  one  yellow  trout,  and  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  evenings  he  had  a  brace  of  g  )od  herling 
with  fly.  Mr.  F.  Anderson  caught  several  he  hag 
with  night  fly.     Mr.    William  Thomson,  Park 
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Terrace,  had  a  good  trout,  and  at  another  fishing 
a  herling  of  lib.  with  fly.  Several  other  anglers 
had  one  and  two  herling.  In  the  Hoddom  water 
Mr.  Kilsall  had  one  sea-trout  and  six  herling  at  one 
outing,  and  Mr.  George  English,  Ecclefechan,  had 
a  brace  of  sea-trout  and  several  herling  in  the 
same  water.  Mr.  Lock  had  one  sea-trout  and 
four  herling.  Other  rods  had  two  or  three  herling 
each,  while  odd  sea-trout  have  fallen  to  local 
aiglers  on  the  same  stretch  of  the  liver.  In  the 
Castlemilk  part  above  Hoddom  a  few  sea-trout 
and  herling  have  been  caught,  but  the  sport  has 
been  de  idolly  disappointing  to  most  of  the  rods 
out  on  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  section.  In  the  upper 
waters  a  number  of  visitors  from  the  Moffat 
district  —  chiefly  visitors  —  have  not  had  much 
fport.  The  Jardine  Hall,  Halleaths,  Wamphray  and 
Dinwoodie  beats  of  the  Annan  have  not  yielded 
much  this  week  owing  to  the  unsettled  conditions. 
No  salmon  are  showing  as  yet  in  the  pools,  and 
there  is  not  likely  to  be  any  until  after  the  first 
"  fresh."  A  good  flood  would  do  immense  good 
now  and  biing  away  the  first  run  of  the  autumn 
salmon.  The  salmon  netting  on  the  English  side  of 
the  Solway  closes  with  the  night  tide  on  Friday  for 
the  season,  while  the  fisheries  on  the  Scottish  side 
will  close  with  the  tide  on  Saturday  afternoon 
(to-day).  The  netsmen  have  been  getting  very 
few  salmon  this  week,  and  only  odd  back-end 
salmon  have  been  caught  since  Monday.  The 
prosie.ts  for  the  rods  in  October  are  promising 
this  year,  as  no  regular  show  of  autumn 
salmon  have  been  running  in  the  Firth.  The 
DuMFBiES  NiTH. — Angling  has  been  very  poor 
in  this  river  since  last  week's  report.  Fishing  in 
Ihe  Port  rack  water  of  Holy  wood  Mr.  Tom  Roddick, 
of  Annan,  landed  several  sea-trout  with  the  silver 
Devon  minnow,  and  he  took  a  few  herling  in  the 
same  water.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  Mid- 
Nithsdale  Association  stretches,  which  are  leased 
from  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch.  Odd  sea-trout 
have  been  caught,  but  there  has  been  no  regular 
sport  of  late.  Near  Closeburn  an  angler  had 
one  sea-trout  and  four  yellow  trout,  but  very 
few  herling  have  been  caught.  Near  Auld- 
girth  Uttle  is  doing  at  present,  and  similar 
reports  come  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  river. 
The  Galloway  Rivees. — Rain  has  fallen  fre- 
quently in  the  Stewartry  of  Galloway  since  last 
week's  notes,  and  the  rivers  have  been  far  too 
unsettled  for  good  sport.  Very  few  fish  have  been 
ascending,  and  sport  has  declined  very  much  of 
late.  Trout  are  rising  a  little  more  freely  on  the 
lochs,  but  the  season  is  pretty  nigh  at  an  end  for 
yellow  trout.  Poor  sport  ii  reported  from  the 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  and  the  Fleet  of  Gate- 
house. There  are  no  notes  this  week  from  the  Cree  of 
Newton  Stewart  or  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  of  Galloway. 
The  Aykshihe  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Yellow  trout 
afiord  some  sport  on  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington, 
and  it  was  reported  that  a  small  salmon  was  taken 
in  this  loch  last  week.  Mr.  Timpany,  of  Liverpool, 
fished  Loch  Doon  on  Aug.  26  and  27,  and  caught 
fifty-one  yellow  trout.  Local  rods  have  also  had 
a  number  of  trout.  Very  little  is  doing  on  the 
rivers  this  week.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Glen- 
gamock  a  number  of  local  rods  have  had  from  a 
brace  to  six  brace  of  trout,  the  baskets  weighing  up 
to  31b.  Rain  is  falling  at  the  time  of  writing,  and 
the  weather  is  still  very  unsettled. — Heaxhebbell. 

Spey  (Abtrlour). — The  river  for  the  past  week 
was  in  fair  fishing  trim,  but  the  weather  was  rather 
unsettled,  with  very  strong  wind  some  days.  A 
good  many  fish  are  seen  rising.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water  five  fish  were  got  for  the  week — 
namely,  on  Aug.  28  a  salmon  of  71b.,  and  a  grilse 
of  4^ lb.,  by  Mr.  Findlay,  of  Aberlour  ;  on  Aug.  30, 
a  salmon  of  7^1b.,  by  J.  GUlanders,  underkeeper;  on 
Aug.  31,  a  grilse  of  4^1b.,  by  J.  Reid,  gamekeeper; 
and  on  Sept.  2,  a  salmon  of  19^1b  ,  by  John 
Mackenzie,  fisherman.  Should  the  river  keep 
favourable  sport  is  expected  to  improve  shortly, 
and  larger  fish  aro  likely  to  come  up. — N.  L. 

Sutherland  Anus  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.). — The 

following  pport  has  been  got  since  last  reported : — 
On  Aug.  21,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dalgarno,  Aberdeen,  one 
ferox  21b.  and  nine  brown  trout,  averaging  Jib.  each. 
On  Aug.  23  Capt.  Liaidet,  on  Shinness,  thirteen 
trout,  7Jlb. ;  Dr.  Dalgarno,  sixteen  trout,  81b. ;  and 
Mr.  E.  S.  Woodward,  Liverpool,  nine  trout,  4|lb. 
On  Aug.  24,  Mr.  W.  N.  Hendrie,  Fort  WilUam, 
fourteen  trout,  3 Jib.,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dalgarno, 
on  Loch  Beannoch,  eight,  1'i\h.,  heaviest  2pb. 
On  Aug.  25  Mr.  N.  Hendiio,  on  Loch  Shin,  lour 
ttout,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Woodward,  on  Loch 
Crackaill,  eight,  S^lb. ;  Captain  and  Mrs.  Liardet, 
Liverpool,  on  Shinness.  one  and  a  half  dozen,  81b.  ; 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dalgarno,  nineteen,  lOJlb.  On 
Aug.  20,  Mr.  Hendrie,  on  Lock  Shin,  nine  trout, 
51b :  and  Captain  and  Mrs.  Liardet,  on  same  loch, 
seven  trout,  41b.  Weather  very  stormy  and  adverse 
to  angling. — B. 


Tay. — The  River  Tay  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  week  has  been  very  low,  and  con. 
sequently  very  little  sport  has  been  obtained.  On 
Iblamouth  stretch  on  Sept.  5  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown 
got  one  grilse  of  51b.  Mr.  F.  Butcher,  jun.,  had 
one  fish  of  181b.  on  Kercock  Water  on  Sept.  1, 
while  on  Upper  Cargill  Mr.  Arthur  Moon  got  one 
salmon  of  161b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  Basil 
Moon  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  Sspt.  5.  On  the  Upper 
Stobhall  beat  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  one  fish 
of  201b.  on  Aug.  31,  and  Mr.  A.  Chichester  a  grilse 
of  61b.,  while  Colonel  Chichester  had  a  fish  of  lOJlb. 
on  Sept.  2.  On  Lower  Stobhall  water  Mr.  Coats  had 
one  grilse  of  01b.  on  Aug.  30  and  one  of  9lb.  on  Sept.  4. 
Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  had  one  grilse  of  81b.  on  Upper 
Stanley  beat  on  Sept.  4,  and  Mr.  Page  a  grilse  of 
81b.  on  Lower  Stanley  water  on  Sept.  5.  On 
Benchill  water  Mr.  William  Black  killed  one  grilse 
of  9lb.,  and  Mr.  F.  Davenport  a  fish  of  15lb.,  on 
Sept.  30,  while  Colonel  Kincaid  Smith  had  a  fish  of 
301b.  on  Sept.  1  and  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  7Jlb.  on 
Sept.  4,  and  Mrs,  Wormdale  one  fish  of  2l|lb.  on 
Catholes  water  on  Sept.  2.  Mr.  J.  Steven  had  a  fine 
fish  of  31  lb.  on  Del  vine  water  on  Sept.  2. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinoh    Fishery    (Oalway)  Stormy 

weather  has  prevailed  during  week,  with  some  rain. 
During  week,  Mr.  W.  Wickham  had  thirty-eight 
sea-trout  and  one  salmon  of  7lb. ;  Capt.  Wickham, 
seventy-four  sea- trout  and  three  salmon  of  71b.  each ; 
Dr.  Fenton,  seventy-four  sea-trout  and  one  salmon 
of  71b. ;  Mr.  Graham,  fifty-four  sea-trout ;  H.  A. 
Harraton,  fifteen  sea-trout ;  Sir  A.  Birch,  twenty- 
eight  sea-trout  and  two  salnpon  of  71b.  and  81b. ; 
Mi  s  Barbour,  six  sea-trout;  H.  Foster,  twenty  sea- 
trout  ;  C.  Pennell,  twenty  sea-trout ;  J.  W.  Smyth- 
Piggott,  seventy-three  sea-trout  and  one  salmon 
of  91b.  ;  W.  Graham,  nine  sea-trout  and  eighty- 
three  brown  trout ;  J.  D'Arcy  Hutton,  seventeen 
sea- trout  and  one  salmon  of  01b.,  in  two  days. — 
J.  M.  Graham. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — The  last  of  the  flax-water  was 
carried  to  the  sea  during  the  week,  and  the  fly  can 
now  be  used  on  all  the  sections.  Salmon  are  rbing 
and  a  few  catches  have  recently  been  obtained,  but 
they  are  only  recovering  from  the  sickness  caused 
by  the  flax  poison.  The  Kilrea  and  Portglenone 
stretch  holdj  a  large  stock  of  fish,  and  should  the 
mild  autumn  weather  now  prevaiUng  continue  there 
will  be  a  good  prospect  of  sport  for  what  remains 
of  the  season,  which  closes  on  Aug.  30.  Mr. 
O'Roark  Dickey  caught  two  grilse,  61b.  and  7 Jib., 
and  one  salmon  16Jlb.,  at  Movanagher,  and  Mr.  F. 
Wilson,  one  salmon,  91b.,  at  Kilrea. — Daniel 
O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Since  last  notes  some 
heavy  showers  |of  rain  fell  and  helped  to  keep  up 
the  small  rivers.  This  week  anghng  improved  a 
little  on'the  Woodburn  waters,  and  at  Stoneyford 
trout  rose  much  better.  Flaxwater  has  disappeared 
from  the  Six-mile,  Clady,  Dunore,  and  other  small 
streams  entering  Lough  Neagh.  These  rivers  close 
on  the  last  day  of  this  month,  the  Maine  and  its 
tributaries  alone  remaining  open  on  the  Antrim 
side  of  the  lough.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  rod 
holders  of  the  Antrim  Road  Basin  it  was  decided  to 
open  that  water  all  day  on  Mondays,  Fridays,  and 
Saturdays  tUl  further  notice.  The  meeting  decided 
also  to  restock  the  water  next  year  with  brown 
trout  only. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — This 
river  has  risen  rapidly  since  last  report,  and  sport 
has  improved.  During  the  past  week  Mr.  S.  B. 
Wilkinson  landed  fotxr  salmon,  weighing  from  81b. 
to  161b. ;  Mr.  R.  Jenkins,  four  salmon,  weighing 
from  81b.  to  17 Jib.  ;  Capt.  Auchenleck,  three 
salmon  of  9 Jib.,  131b.,  and  131b.;  Col.  Wade,  C.B., 
one  salmon  of  91b. ;  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Williamson,  two 
salmon  of  81b.  and  101b.  The  river  is  in  good  order 
at  time  of  writing. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Longh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel)  — On  Aug.  27, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  four  fish,  61b.  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Power, 
five,  91b.  (one  of  these  weighed  4lb.);  Mr.  Hamat, 
four,  5lb.  On  Aug.  28,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  three 
fish,  61b. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Power,  three,  51b. ;  Mr.  Hamat, 
three,  61b.  On  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Hamat,  three  fish, 
4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Dobellsand  Miss  Young,  five  trout,  101b. ; 
Messrs.  Dobells,  four,  71b.  On  Aug.  30,  Mr.  Hamat, 
four  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  DobelU  and  Miss  Young,  six, 
121b. ;  Messrs.  Dobells,  four,  91b.  On  Aug.  31,  Mr. 
Hamat,  five  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Dobells  and  Miss  Young, 
six,  101b.  ;  Messrs.  Dobells,  four,  4Jlb.  On  Sept.  1, 
Mr.  Hamat,  four  trout,  CJlb.  ;  Mr.  Dobells  and  Miss 
Young,  four,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Dobells,  four,  91b.  (one 
of  these  weighed  4 Jib.).  On  Sept.  2,  Mr.  Hamat, 
five  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Dobells  and  Miss  Young,  six, 
101b.;  Messrs.  Dobells,  seven,  111b.;  Capt.  Anbury, 
tliree,  3Jlb.  Fish  are  well  on  the  rise. — Thos. 
Naughton. 

Longh  Cnrrane,  eto.  (Waterrilla,  oo.  Kerry). — 

Though  the  weather  has  improved  from  an  angling 
point  of  view,  sport  has  not  shown  a  corresponding 


improvement.  The  takes  recorded  in  the  sea-trout 
department  ranged  from  one  to  five  fish  to  each 
boat  daily,  and  on  every  day  a  few  boats  returned 
blank — that  is  as  far  as  sea-trout  are  concerned. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Iiongh  Mask  (Clonbor). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  Messrs.  E.  Carter,  G.  Rayner,  Harding, 
F.  G.  Haward,  T.  Crisp,  and  Dr.  Ewart.  Mr.  Carter, 
casting  and  dapping,  on  Aug.  28.  six  trout,  441b. ; 
Aug.  2!»,  three,  S^lb. ;  Aug.  .30,  one,  IJlb.  ;  Aug.  31, 
four,  4Jlb. ;  Sept.  1,  four,  7Jlb.,  best,  31b.,  on  dap; 
Sept.  2,  five,  131b.,  best,  5Jlb.,  on  artificial  fly.  Dr. 
Ewart,  On  Aug.  27,  two  trout,  heaviest,  5Jlb.,  on 
dap;  Aug.  28,  five,  7^1b.,  best,  41b.  Messrs.  G. 
Rayner  and  Harding  had  some  nice  takes  of  pike 
on  Sept.  2.  Weather  seems  to  have  improved  ti- 
day  (Sept.  3)  as  we  had  a  fall  of  rain  yesterday 
(Sept.  2). — P.  Sdmmerville. 

Longhs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — There 
are  not  the  number  of  rods  fishing  these  waters  the 
sport  obtainable  justifies.  I  find  there  is  an 
erroneous  impression  that  only  the  spring  fishing  is 
good,  whereas  that  in  autumn  is  equally  so,  and  I 
think  that  with  the  same  persistence  shown  in 
"  dapping "  with  the  Daddy  as  the  May  Fly  the 
former  would  take  the  lead  in  weight  of  fish,  at  any 
rate;  there  is  also  a  freer  rise  t)  the  artificial  fiy. 
Fishing  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  for  the  past 
month  Major  and  Captain  Wilkinson  are  continuing 
to  get  improved  sport. — G.  A. 

liongh  Melvin^ — Trouting  was  fijst-rate  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Scott  took  13/ 
trout,  amongst  them  many  gillaroo  trout  of  1  lb., 
IJlb.,  and  21b.  Mr.  R.  S.  Simpson  and  Dr.  Simpson 
averaged  twelve  trout  a  day  during  their  visit  of 
the  past  three  weeks,  and  had  a  large  number  of 
gillaroo  trout  from  Jib.  to  21b.,  and  many  other 
anglers  have  done  equally  well.  Captain  Sparks 
and  friends,  and  all  the  anglers  fishing  the  lake  at 
the  Garrison  end,  from  Scott's  Hotel,  are  enjoying 
capital  sport  amongst  the  gillarooes  and  brown 
trout.  Mr.  Cecil  Jackson  and  friends  al  o  had  good 
sport  during  the  past  week  and  sport  continues 
good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  fair  on  the  above  waters  with  biown 
trout,  but  much  below  the  usual  standard. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  on  the  river 
and  lakes  for  the  past  week  was  bad,  very  few  fish 
being  taken  owing  to  dirty  water.  The  fishing 
closes  here  on  Sept.  16,  and  on  the  whole  rod 
fishing  was  fair  on  the  lower  waters,  but  the  upper 
reaches  fished  badly  owing  to  low  water.  At  present 
there  are  very  few  fish  in  the  pools. — John  Deveks. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  water  is  now 
in  very  nice  order,  as  the  recent  rains  have  brought 
it  up  to  fishing  level.  Several  peal  have  been 
noticed,  and  their  silvery  appearance  shows  that 
they  are  just  up  from  the  sea.  On  Prospect  the 
fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  171b. — John  Enbiqht 
AND  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport 
continues  much  below  the  usual  standard  on  all  the 
above  waters,  though  the  weather  and  water  con- 
ditions have  been  favourable.  Sea-trout  appear 
to  be  numerous,  especially  in  the  Derriana  Lake. 
— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  is  very  good  at  present. 
On  one  day  four  anglers  got  thirty  pollack,  nineteen 
mackerel,  and  four  bass,  fishing  between  Horse 
Island  and  Bolus  Head.— T.  J.  D. 

Darryuane  (co.  Kerry). — Excellent  spoit  has 
been  had  on  many  days,  especially  in  the  direction 
of  Coomaconclane.  On  one  day  four  local  anglers 
had  in  four  hours  twenty-nine  pollack,  ranging  from 
21b.  to  71b.  Rock  fishers  had  from  a  dozen  to 
twenty  fish  daily  to  each  rod,  the  takes  consisting 
principally  of  wrasse  and  black  pollack. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  .weather  lately  has  been  rather  un- 
settled, which  has  proved  g  od  for  fishing,  with 
decent  takes  landed.  August  31,  wind  northerly, 
fresh.  Mr.  Mudie  and  friend,  fourteen  codling  and 
two  whiting.  Sept.  2,  G.  Read  Clarke,  fishing  off 
the  Red  Houses,  two  score  thirteen  codling  and 
pouting  codling,  2Jlb.,  21b.,  and  IJlb.,  and  pouting 
averaging  Jib.  Sept.  5,  A.  C.  Butler,  of  Reading, 
twelve  codling,  1  lb.  to  21b.,  and  a  plaice,  21b.,  and 
good  takes  of  whiting  and  fiatfish  landed  from  the 
bay. — Edwabd  Hanoeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Fier). — Many  practised  pier  anglers 
have  recently  experienced  some  good  sport  among 
the  codling,  but  pollack  have  been  caught  in  very 
limited  numbers.  Small  whiting  have  once  or  twice 
been  in  evidence,  which  is  a  good  sign  for  the 
forthcoming  season.  On  Thursday,  Aug.  31,  all 
present  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  Randolph  taking  the 
heaviest  fish,  a  codling  of  31b.  On  Friday,  Sept.  1, 
spcrt  was  brisk  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Browning,  Mr. 
G.  Smith,  Mr.  P.   C.  Edgar,  and  Mr.  Cameron 
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all  securing  heavj'  bags  of  fish,  the  last-named 
gentleman's  catch  including  a  large  sole.  Master 
Ashmore  obtained  three  decent  pollack  in  the  after- 
noon, and  about  a  dozen  more  of  the  same  species 
were  taken.  Quite  a  crowd  of  angling  patrons  were 
upon  the  pier  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  2,  but  the 
number  of  fish  taken  was  not  large,  Mr.  G.  Smith 
heading  the  list  with  nine  codling,  largest  31b., 
closely  followed  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar,  Mr.  A.  Teb- 
butt.  Miss  Turner,  Mi  s  Morgan,  Mr.  Morgan, 
sen.,  Mr.  Morgan,  jun.,  Mr.  Brans?ombe,  Mr. 
Young,  Mr.  Biowning,  and  Mr.  Dale.  Pollack 
were  few  and  far  between,  the  largest  scaling 
lib.  12oz.,  falling  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Hodges. 
Several  members  of  the  recently- formed  Deal  and 
District  Angling  Society  elected  to  fish  late  into  the 
night,  but  only  met  with  moderate  success,  though 
Mr.  C.  Wood  captured  a  nice  young  lobster  in 
addition  to  a  small  mixed  bag.  Mr.  Waddell's  early 
morning  catch  on  Sept.  3  totalled  251b.,  Mr.  Adams 
creeled  over  1216.,  and  everyone  in  position 
experienced  good  sport.  On  Sept.  4  Mr.  Riley, 
Mr.  Methven,  Mr.  Gardne-,  Mr.  Ottaway,  Mr. 
Green,  and  Mr.  Luard  joined  forces  with  many 
ethers,  and  some  good  bags  were  made  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  Mr.  Edgar  and  his  wife  getting  V^b.,  and 
Mr.  G.  Smith  71b.  The  pollack  also  took  the  baits 
Fomewhat  freely,  and  IVIr.  T.  Sexton,  Mr.  Nicholls, 
Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  J.  Sexton,  and  others  secured 
some  good  ones  in  the  evening,  some  taken  upon 
ragworms  and  some  on  parchment.  Mr.  Carley, 
Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Hannah,  Mr.  Still,  and  a  few  others 
joined  the  pier  ranks  on  Sept.  5,  but  the 
still,  clear  water  yielded  but  a  poor  return, 
though  one  local  angler  obtained  half  a  score  of  nice 
coJhng.  Mr.  Waddell,  Mr.  G.  Smith,  Mr.  Ottaway 
and  several  others  did  well  among  the  codling  upon 
the  ebb  tide  on  Wedne:day  morning,  but  matters 
ruled  much  slower  upon  the  flood  tide.  If  the 
angler  who  took  away  a  brother  angler's  rod  from 
Deal  Pier  on  Monday  last  will  kindly  return  the 
same  to  the  pier,  such  action  will  be  duly  ap- 
jraciated. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Eastings. — Plenty  of  sport  here  now.  Codling 
up  to  4^1b.,  conger  li^lh.  Pier  and  boats  doing 
faiily  well,  especially  boats.  Everything  points  to 
an  early  and  good  season. — H.  Dowsett. 

Penzance. — Some  boats  out  every  day,  although 
the  weather  has  at  times  been  rather  unpleasant. 
Fair  takes  of  mackerel,  chad,  bream,  and  whiting. 


but  large  pollack  are  very  shy  ot  taking  the  hook. 
This,  no  doubt,  is  owing  to  the  over-abundance  of 
natural  bait;  some  of  the  pollack  caught  are  gorged 
with  bait.  Hand  lining  for  mackerel  fair  sport, 
catches  140  down  per  boat.  Rod  fishing  from  piers : 
Good  sport  with  pollack,  maokerel,  and  scad.  The 
latter  fish  are  swarming,  and  on  Sept.  1  men  wadod 
into  the  sea  and  dipped  Ihem  up  in  baskets. 
Ground  fishing,  Mr.  Carter  (B.S.A.S.)  and  two  s  ms 
had  in  four  catches  thirty-seven  pollack,  14(1 
mackerel,  six  scad.  111  chad  and  bream,  two 
gurnard,  five  wrasse,  and  on  Monday  caught  ninety 
various  fish.  Messrs.  Boyton  and  Minchin  (B.S.A.S.) 
in  three  catches  had  155  chad  and  bream,  seventeen 
whiting,  twenty-three  bibs,  thirteen  pouting,  two 
dogfish,  one  scad,  eleven  pollack,  nine  mackerel, 
two  conger,  six  wrasse,  one  craivfish,  one  gurnard. 
On  Monday,  Messrs.  Boyton  and  Nicol  (B.S.A.S.) 
caught  twenty  bream  and  chad,  seven  wrasse, 
thirteen  whiting,  three  gurnard,  one  dogfish,  one 
shark.  This  fish  gave  Mr.  Boyton  about  forty-five 
minutes'  good  sport.  It  was  hooked  on  gut  tickle, 
and  had  to  be  played  carefully.  Whei  landed  it 
measured  over  4ft.  6in.  Estimated  weight,  over 
401b.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymonth. — Our  bays,  rocks,  and  piers  are 
teeming  with  all  kinds  of  fish.  At  the  Millbay  Pier 
and  Docks  they  are  still  catching  any  quantity  of 
mackerel.  I  managed  to  get  two  snapshots  which 
I  enclose.  One  is  a  knot  of  about  twenty  fishermen 
with  their  rods  busy  at  work,  and  the  other  shows 
the  men  in  boats  actually  dipping  them  up  with  all 
kinds  of  baskets  and  hand-nets.  The  sailing  boats 
are  also  taking  mackerel  in  the  Sound  and  Cawsand 
Bay,  and  pollack  in  Barn  Pool  and  at  the  back  of 
the  island.  I  have  just  heard  that  there  are  large 
quantities  of  baas  at  the  Rame  Head ;  one  rod  had 
forty  one  day,  all  caught  on  the  Black  Challenger, 
casting  from  off  the  rooks.  Several  other  rods  also 
had  good  sport. — William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 
[The  photos  are  excellent ;  sorry  no  time  to  repro- 
duce them. — Ed.] 

Ramsgate. — Sport  has  been  fairly  good  thi? 
week,  notwithstanding  the  weather,  which  at  times 
has  made  boat-fishing  impossible.  Fair  takes  of 
codling,  dabs,  and  whiting  have  been  had  close 
round  the  harbour.  The  codling  still  run  rather 
small,  but  there  is  a  good  sprinkling  of  better  fish, 
up  to  41b.,  among  them.  The  whiting  have 
come  in  a  few  days    earlier    than  usual,  and 


promise  well  for  the  seas  m.  0.\  Sept.  3,  Mr.  D. 
Pine  had  about  fisfe  score  of  mixtures,  good, 
and  seve  al  other  boats  had  strings  of  throe  to  four 
score.  Air.  White,  fishing  from  the  Piers  and  the 
Ma  ina,  lins  pi  ;ked  up  S9veral  bas)  of  about  21b. 
and  under,  bigger  fish  are  s'^arce,  or  do  not  tak  i  the 
hook,  as  suvor.il  very  fi'io  spoa'nens  have  agairj 
been  netted  at  the  mouth  of  the  Stjur.  Several 
nice  silver  eels  have  boon  had  from  the  outer 
harbour  in  the  last  few  days.  Fish  are  distinctly 
more  plentiful  than  last  year,  and  settled  weather 
should  Ijri-ig  .splendid  soort. — GiiioY  Mullet. 

Walton-oa-Naze. — G)od  sport  this  week.  The 
following  have  been  fishing  off  the  pier  : — Messrs.  C. 
Spinks,  skate,  5^lb.,  on  Sept.  3  ;  Wyatt,  dibs  and 
soles;  J.  Clark,  bass  and  codling;  J.  Houghton,  on 
Sept.  3,  five  solei  weighing  l^lb.,  a  nice  lot.  M"-. 
S.  Lickenfeld,  soles  up  to  l^lb.  Mr.  E.  Clapp,  dabs 
and  whiting.  Mr.  Cook,  twelve  good  dabs.  Stephen 
Mills  and  E.  E.  Lowe  have  also  done  well.  On. 
Sept.  G  A.  Thorpe  got  some  good  plai-je  and  whiting, 
largest  ^Ib.  Mr.  H.  A.  Wightman  and  Mr.  Sxinner 
have  also  done  fairly  well.  The  two  brothers  Finn- 
barr  and  W.  Harris,  on  Sept.  4,  ten  pollack  up  to  l^lb. 
On  Sept.  5,  J.  J.  Robinson  had  some  nice  dabs  and 
t  caught  a  few  decent  ones;  F.  Harris  caught 
twenty  pollack  in  a  short  time,  some  2|lb. ;  Mr. 
Hart^ll  and  Mr.  Hammond  (visitor,  with  long-shore 
net)  sixteen  and  a  half  pair  of  soles,  weighing  I81b., 
and  five  skate ;  A.  G.  Still  and  W.  Still  have  both 
done  fairly  well.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  visitors 
to  know  that  Mr.  Ha^'tsU  has  opened  a  tackle-shop 
on  the  pier,  where  all  kinds  of  the  best  tackle  can 
be  had,  rods  and  tackle  let  out,  and  lu^worm  to  be 
had — a  great  boon  to  anglers. — J.  R.  Robinson 
(B.S.A.S.).   


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  the  meeting  on  Aug.  30  Mr.  W.  Yar'.jam  pre- 
sided in  the  ab  ence  of  Mr.  E.  BUgrave.  Three 
new  mambors  were  elected,  and  it  was  arrangsd  to 
have  a  committee  meeting  on  Sept.  7.  Some  very 
nice  perch  have  been  taken  on  the  water  during  the 
past  week,  Mr.  Braddick  heading  the  list  with  a 
specimen  of  1  lb.  7oz.  Mr.  Norman  also  had  perch, 
best  1  lb.  5Joz.  ;  Mr.  Blagrave  a  fiih  of  lib.  S^oz. 
and  a  few  roach,  and  Mr.  J.  Henderson  a  nice  show 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Hannfactnrer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  tlie  f  orld. 


TX!N  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

lilght)  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  ^th  ;  superior  to  Split  Oanti 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozb.  ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Bralce  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

Thia  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Loohs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Taokle. 


Malloch's  New  King^flsher  Line. 

43  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  o£E,  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Ot.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marreUoas.   I  hare  no  hesltatioa  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — In  the  condition  it  is  In  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  l>eautif  ally.  The  line  seenu  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E  M.  K.C.  writes:  "  I  could  not  uaderstanJ  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to  until  i'  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingflsher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

'  A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  n«w  U-ie  and  I  nevef 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogoes  free 


200 


THE  Fisnma  gazette 


September  9,  1905 


Keeps  out  Wet 


romplctely,  and  gives  astonishing  wear. 
Best  strong  Boot  mude.  Practically  in- 
destructible (Zug  is  toughest  and  most 
durable  leather  known),  unequalled  for 
shooting  and  fishing.  Never  hardened  by 
water.    Best  Gamekeeper's  Boot. 

Soles  Waterproofed 

by  special  process  —  wonderfully  tough. 
Means  comfort  and  protection  from  chills. 
You  can  enjoy  a  day  in  the  marshes  with 
Zug.  Waterproof  to  top  of  lace  holes. 
No  greasing  required.  Nailed  in  groups 
of  three  to  prevent  slipping. 

Fu'I  Price  refunded  if  Boots 
not    absolutely  Watertight. 

Foreign  Orders— Most  Colonies  2/6  extra. 

South  Africa   3/6  „ 

Sizes  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  II  (size  12  I/-  extra). 
Each  in  four  widths — 3  fitting,  narrow.  4 
medium,  5  wide,  6  extra  wide  ;  this  means 
width  across  joint  and  instep.  Send  i8  6 
now,   stating   size   and   fitting  required. 

FREE  WITH  EACH  PAIR    the  Uad- 
iufi  Boot  Catalogue  of  the  World.  Our 
Footwear  gives   satisfaction    to  50t000 
customers, 

W.  BARRATT  &  Co, 

(Dept.  20,  Sterling  Shoe  Works. 
NORTHAMPTON. 


DALY'S  THEATRE, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

TO-NIGHT  and  EVERY  EVENING,  8.15. 
MATINEE  EVERY  SATURDAY,  2.30 

Produced  by  Mr.  GEORGE  EDWARDES. 


THE   LITTLE  MICHUS. 

By  A.  Vanloo  and  G.  Duval. 
Music  by  Andre  Messaqer. 
Adapted  for  the  English  Stage  by 
Henry  Hamilton. 
Lyrics  by  Perot  Greenbank. 

Mr.  Robert  Evett, 
Mr.  W.  Louis  Bradfibld, 
Mr.  James  Blakelet, 
Mr.  Ambrose  Manning, 
Mr.  Willie  Wardb, 
and 

Mr.  Oeorqb  Graves, 
Miss  Amy  Augarde, 
Miss  Lily  Elsie, 
Miss  Gracie  St.  George, 
Miss  Nina  Sbvbnino, 
and 

(the  little  Miehus) : 
Miss  Adriennb  Auqarde, 
Miss  Mabbl  Green. 


Box-oiBce  ten  till  ten.  Boxes  2i  to  5  gns. ; 
stalls,  lOe.  M.  ;  balcony.  Is.  6d.  :  upper  circle 
(front),  5».,  other  rows,  4». 


Anglera  wiahinK  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  FishiiiK  the  Cam,  Oaae,  ftc, 

SHOULD  ADVBBTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

AddrcM:  9t  Market  Hill.  CambridKc. 


6  MILES  OF  SALMOH  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


B.  WJLX^ESS. 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  Eiver  Teify.    Average  for  last  Two  Seasons:  111  Salmon. 

All  nets  now  removed.  September  and  October  are  the  best  months  for  Salmon. 
Billiards.    HUNTING  with  three  packs  fox-hounds  and  three  packs  beagles  in 

the  neighbourhood. 

Inclusive  Terms.  10/6  per  day.  A.  E.  smith,  Proprietor. 


ISTEW    FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.   Loohs  and  Biver  close  to  Hotel.   Easy  access. 

A.  GEUNEWALD,  Pbopeibtbebs. 


THE 


Brown 


WITHAM  PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

3IALTONf  YORKSHIRE. 

Trout,  Loch   Leven,  and  Rainbow, 
Roach  and  Perch. 


Apgtly,  DONALD  WALKER,  Managing  Director, 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATER PROOFERS. 


INVBNT0B3  OF  THH  .  .  . 

**XcuaLned  Angola" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"Tanned  Angola" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0CKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Fieid,  June  80,  1000. 

WOOLLEN  WADINC  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  eREEH  STREET,  LEICESTEB  SfiniRE,  W.C. 

CATALOaUB5  QRATIS. 


Second  Edition  Now  Ready.  2/-  net;  2/4  post  free. 

THE  TROUT  FLY  DRESSER'S 
CABINET  OF  DEVICES. 

By  the  late  H.  G.  McCLELLAND  (Athenian  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette."; 

WITH    EIGHTY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

THE  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  "  OFFICE,  St.  Dunstan'3  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


FLY  DRESSER 

(TROUT) 

With  spare  time  would  undertake 
few  Stock  Orders. 

Address,  "H.,"  3,  Rydon  Cbescent, 
Clbrkenwell,  E.C. 


PAYING  GUESTS. 

Two  can  be  received  on  September  16th. 
Delightfully  situated  house,  charming  country, 
four  acres  garden  »nd  grounds.  Good  coarse 
River  Fishing.  Boat  and  punt.  Quiet,  air  very 
bracing ;  liberal  table,  good  cooking.  Near 
railway  station. 

Mks.  HORWOOD,  Quarry  Bank,  Tackley, 
Oxon. 


GUNS,    FISHING  RODS, 
AND  TACKLE, 

Comprising  Hammerlcss  Ejectors  and  Hammer 
Guns  by  Purdy,  Grant,  Boswell,  Watson,  Westley 
Richards,  Becslcy,  Lang  &  Uussey,  and  other  well 
known  makers.  About  100  lots  of  high-class 
Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle  by  Hardy,  Slater, 
Dunliill,  and  others  ;  Books  of  Salmon  and  Trout 
Flies,  Bicycles,  Opera  and  Field  Glasses,  and 
other  Sporting  Ettects,  which  will  be  SOLD  by 
AUCTION  on  Wkdnksuay,  SkptkmbER  13th,  at 
12  o'clock,  by 

DEBENHAM,  HTORR  AND  SONS,  LTD., 
at  26,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 
^Catalogues  on  applicaUon. 


London  Brighton  and  Sonth 
Coast  Railway. 

ANGLERS'  CHEAP  TRAIN 

TO  PULBOROUGH,  AMBERLEY,  and  FITTLE- 
WORTH.  Saturdays,  September  9th,  I6th, 
23rd,  and  30th,  from  London  Bridge,  4.0  and 
7.18  p.m.  From  Victoria,  3.55  and  7.22  p.m. 
Sundays,  September  luth,  17th,  and  24th,  to 
PULBOROUGH  and  AMBERLEY,  from  London 
Bridge,  8.5  and  8.30  a.m.,  Victoria,  8.5  and  8.20 
a.ui.  To  FITTLEWORTH,  from  London  Bridge 
and  Victoria,  7.0a.m.  Fares — Sunday  only,  3s.  6d. 
Saturday  to  Sunday  or  Sunday  to  Monday,  4s.  6d. 

SPLENDID  SEA  FISHING  at  Brighton, 
Eastbourne,  Newbaven,  Hastings,  Littlehamp- 
ton.  Cheap  Tickets  issued  daily.  VVeek-End 
Tickets  on  Fridays,  Saturdays,  and  Sundays. 
Det.%ils  of  Supt.  of  the  Line,  L.B.  ct-  S.C.IUy., 
London  Bridge. 


HEREFORDSHIRE, 

WILTON  SALMON  FISHERY 

TO  LET  from  29th  September,  nearly 
!Pour  Miles  of  valuable  Fishing  in  the 
Biver  Wye  at  Ross,  where  first-class 
Hotel  accommodation  may  be  had  ad- 
joining the  fishing. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to 
H.  HAYWOOD  &  SON,  Hereford. 


L 


GREENORE 

(CarliDgford  Lough,  IRELAND) 
And  the  MOURNE  District 


Most  comfortable  accommodation  i«  provided 
at  the  Company's  HOTEL  at  GREENORE.  the 
improvement  and  enlargement  of  which  have 
lieen  completed.  Full  pension  for  adults,  from 
70«.  a  week,  children  i'Zx.,  under  10  years  of  age. 
Conveniently-arranged  Bungalows  have  also  been 
erected  in  a  pleasant  situation  facing  Cailing- 
ford  Lough. 

GOLF  LINKS  (18 -hole  Course),  Club 
House,  Lawn  Tennis  Court,  and  Croquet  Lawn 
have  also  been  provided  by  the  Company,  and  of 
these  Residents  in  the  Hotel  have  free  use. 
Fishing  and  Sea  Bathing.  Boats  and  Boatmen 
at  reasonable  charges. 

GREENORE  is  a  convenient  centre  for  E.vcur- 
sioiis  on  Carlingford  Lough  and  through  the 
well-known  Mourne  Mountains  District.  The 
roads  in  the  Counties  of  Louth  and  Down  are  all 
excellent  for  Cyclists.  Car  Trips  at  popular 
prices.  Particulars  may  be  procured  at  the 
Hotel. 

A  New  and  Commodious  Steamer  makes 
trips  along  Carlingford  Lough  at  intervals 
throughout  the  day,  and  runs  in  connection 
with  Messrs.  Norton  &  Company's  Car  Service 
to  and  from  Warrenpoint,  Rostrevor,  Green- 
castle,  Kilkeel,  and  Newcastle  (Co.  Down).  Re- 
sidents in  the  Company's  Hotel  at  Greenore  are 
allowed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  trips  by  this 
Steamer  Free  of  Charge. 

At  WARRENPOINT  there  is  a  very  comfort- 
able HOTEL  connected  with  the  Great  Northern 
(Ireland)  Railway  Company,  and  at  ROS- 
TREVOR the  Great  Northern  Hotel,  also 
owned  and  managed  by  that  Company,  otTers 
convenient  accommodation  to  Tourists. 

Passengers  with  Through  Tickets  between 
England  and  the  North  of  Ireland  are  allowed 
to  break  the  journey  at  Greenore  ;  and  a  con- 
venient service  of  trains  runs  between  Greenore 
and  Newry,  and  between  Greenore  and  Dundalk 
Junction,  in  connection  with  the  Great  Northern 
of  Ireland  Company's  Main  Line  to  and  from 
Eantskillen,  Belfast,  and  the  North  of  Ireland. 


Return  Halves  of  Tickets  to,  from,  and 
via  Dublin  (North  Wall)  and  Greenore. 

Passengers  holding  Tourist  orOrdinary  Return 
Tickets  to  or  from  Dublin  (North  Wall)  or  Sta- 
tions in  the  interior  of  Ireland,  via  Dublin  (Noitli 
Wall)  will  be  allowed  to  travel  on  the  return 
journey  via  Greenore,  and,  in  like  manner,  pas- 
sengers holding  Tourist  or  Ordinary  Return 
Ticket!  to  or  from  Greenore  or  Stations  in  the 
interior  of  Ireland,  via  Greenore,  will  be  alk^ved 
to  travel  on  the  return  journey  via  Dublin 
(North  W^all). 

This  interchange  arrangement  does  not  in 
elude  free  conveyance  by  Rail  over  any  of  the 
Irish  Lines,  except  the  Dundalk,  Newry,  and 
Greenore  Railway,  between  Greenore  and  Dun- 
dalk, or  between  Greenore  and  Newry. 


FURNISHED  BUNGALOWS 
TO  BE  LET 

ON 

THE    GOX^F  r^INKS, 

GREENORE,    CARLINGFORD  LOUGH 
(FaciDK  the  Sea). 

Each  Bungralow  contains  on  Ground  Floor  : 
TWO  SITTING  ROOMS,  FOUR  BEDROOMS, 
BATH  ROOM,  &c..  Hot  and  Cold  Water, 
KITCHEN,  &c. 

On  First  Floor :  TWO  LARGE  BEDROOMS, 
SERVANTS'    ROOM,     ELECTRIC  LIGHT 
THROUGHOUT. 


Terms  :  £S  6*.  per  week  during  the 
Summer  Season. 
Linen  and  Plate  supplied  if  required  for 
lOs.  6(1.  per  week.    Electric  Light  extra. 


Reduced  Terms  from  1st  November  to  the  end 
of  February.    Linen  and  Plate  also  supplied  if 
requirsd  for  lOs.  6d,  per  week, 


For  all  particulars  apply  to  the  Estate  Office^ 
£u3ton  Station,  London,  N,W.  ^ 
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of  perch,  best  fish,  1  lb.  loz.  Several  of  the  out- 
standing cup  ties  were  settled  during  the  week 
end,  Messrs.  Yarham,  Braddick,  and  Wood-Barrett 
qualifying  for  the  second  round.  The  latter  had  a 
71b.  bag  of  roach  and  dace.  Mrs.  Braddick  and 
Mrs.  Leroux  were  successful  with  perch  and  jack. 
Dr.  R.  H.  Moon  has  been  fishing  at  Fordingbridge, 
and  reports  that  there  are  plenty  of  large  roach  and 
weeds  there.  He  has  also  been  to  Wey  bridge  and 
met  with  success  among  the  bream  and  chub.  Mr. 
Baldock  has  been  on  the  Norfolk  Broads  and  done 
very  well,  and  to-day  the  secretary  departs  on  a 
holiday  jauat  down  south,  where  there  are  some 
large  carp.    Obituary  notices  later  ! — A.  D. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  society,  held 
at  headquarters  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  6,  Mr.  Nickels 
occupied  the  chair  during  the  bu  aness  part.  After  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had  been  read  and 
confirmed,  the  secretary  read  a  large  number  of 
leports  from  the  society's  agents,  and  from  these  it 
appeared  that  good  sport  is  to  be  had  upon  the 
Cornish  coas'',  also  at  Brighton  and  Walton-on- 
Naze.  Mr.  Hussey  wrote  from  Deal,  saying  that 
sport  ii  still  exceptionally  good  for  the  time  of 
yea-,  quite  the  best  they  have  had  for  many  years. 
Codling  are  very  numerous  and  improving  in  size, 
beit  takes,  one  to  three  score ;  good  sport  can  also 
be  had  with  whiting  and  flatfish.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  business  part  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Reynolds 
was  elected  to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Stone  then  read 
a  most  interesting  paper,  not  only  upon  the  fishing, 
but  upon  the  attractions  in  general  of  Salcombe, 
Paignton,  and  Ljrme  Regis.  The  sport  obtainable 
at  Salcombe  appeared  to  be  principally  among  the 
bass  and  mackerel  in  the  estuary,  and  with  pollack 
outside  the  harbour.  Ragworm  was  the  bait  most 
generally  used,  but  small  eels  were  used  with  good 
success  among  the  larger  pollack.  At  Paignton, 
Mr.  Stone  found  ground  baiting  very  successful; 
the  only  fish  found  in  the  bay  here  are  dabs  of  fair 
size,  though  good  plaice  and  large  dabs  may  be  had 
in  fair  quantities  outside  the  bay.  Towards  the 
latter  part  of  June  large  schools  of  mackerel 
appear,  and  good  sport  is  obtainable  with  the 
rod  after  the  schools  break  up.  At  Lyme  Regis 
the  writer  found  the  fishing  better  than  generally 
reputed  to  be.  and  the  month  of  September  he 
considered  the  best  time  when  a  fair  variety  of  fish 
is  to  be  found,  including  dogfish,  pouting,  conger, 
small  bream,  etc.,  pouting  bemg  the  most  plentiful ; 
a  lew  STiall  codling  may  also  be  had  towards  the 
end  of  September;  thirty  to  100  fish  was  considered 
an  average  take.  In  addition  to  the  above  details 
of  the  sport  obtainable,  the  writer  exhibited  charts 
of  the  various  localities,  p#inting  out  the  best 
fishing  marks.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of 
the  paper  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
to  Mr.  Stone  for  his  very  instructive  paper.  Mr. 
Mallett  quoted  from  a  letter  received  from  another 
member  at  Looe  (Cornwall),  stating  that  one  catch 
of  7^  tons  of  shad  had  recently  been  taken  in  the 
nets,  but  there  being  no  market  for  the  fish,  they 
could  only  be  used  for  manure.  The  honouring  of 
the  usual  toast  to  the  B.S.A.S.  and  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting.  The 
paper  to  be  read  at  next  week's  meeting  will  be 
upon  "  Whitstable,  Shoreham,  and  Sea  Houses,"  by 
the  Rev.  A.  Brinckman,  and  the  society's  tackle 
exhibition  will  be  held  at  headquarters  from  Sept. 
26  to  29.  The  exhibition  will  bo  open  to  the  public 
fcom  12  noon  to  5  p.m.  (ad.nission  by  ticket  to  be 
obtair.ed  at  the  society's  office),  and  to  members 
and  friends  only  on  the  27th,  from  7  to  10  p.m. — P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  TuesJay  lafct,  Mr.  Robert  Davison  pre- 
siiing.  There  were  again  numerous  fishing  reports ; 
among.-it  them  Dr.  Simpson  Ladell,  at  Runswick 
Bay,  Yorks,  had  taken  many  fish,  including  codling, 
up  to  51b.,  whiting,  haddock,  gurnard,  plaice,  up  to 
Sjib.,  dabs,  flounders,  etc. ;  Mr.  C  F.  Haynes,  some 
ve:y  fine  roa<;h  from  Cheshunt,  best  three  going 
31b.  2oz.,  heaviest,  1  lb.  .5oz. ;  Mr.  Davison,  fishing 
with  Hone  at  Laleham,  had  taken  some  three  dozen 
very  fine  dace  ;  Mr.  H.  G.  Leo  (River  Lark),  many 
fis'i,  but  not  of  great  size,  however  the  catch 
included  bream  up  to  2Jlb.,  and  jack  up  to  3Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Vincent  had  had  plenty  of  fish  at  Tankerton, 
especially  eel-s ;  Mr.  Higgs  reported  dace  from 
Wraysb-ury ;  and  Mr.  Snare,  sundry  perch.  As  the 
<x)mpetition  on  Tuesday  next,  Sept.  12,  embraces  a 
great  variety  of  fish,  the  committee  have  decided 
to  olier  no  special  prize  on  the  occasion,  but  the 
catches  worthy  of  recoid  will  be  inscribed  on  a  roll 
of  honour,  to  appear  on  a  tablet  or  board,  which  the 
chairman  (Mr.  Davi-son),  who  was  duly  thanked, 
has  kindly  offered  to  present.  It  was  a^o  announced 
that  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  would  p.osent  a  special  prize  for 
the  best  three  r.jaih  taken  at  Wraysbury  upon  any 
Tuesday  this  season,  and  produced  at  the  meeting 
same  evening.    Mr.  Dryden  read  a  capital  paper  on 


"  Fishing  at  Rothesay,"  which  was  listened  to  with 
great  interest  and  appreciation,  Mr.  Dryden  receiv- 
ing, after  favourable  comment,  a  very  hearty  voto 
of  thanks  at  the  close.  Will  members  kindly  noto 
that  the  date  of  the  phonographic  entertainment, 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgj,  has  been 
altered  to  Sept.  26. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Anglino  Society. 
Mr.  F.  C.  Buckingham  presided  over  the  com- 
mittee meeting,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  over  the 
ordinary  meeting  which  succeedeJ  it  on  Tuesday 
last.  A  lengthy  report  from  Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward 
as  to  the  Kelvedon  water  was  read,  in  which 
he  states  that  there  are  over  twenty  good  swims 
cleared,  and  a  fishing  report  from  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray  from  the  same  place,  where  he  took  over 
131b.  of  good  roach,  is  an  evidence  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  work  which  has  been  done  here. 
The  meeting  on  Sept.  5  was  a  very  pleas mt  one, 
holiday  reminiscences  being  given  by  members  who 
are  again  in  harne  ;s.  Members  are  particularly  asked 
to  be  present  on  Sept.  12  to  welcome  Mr.  Kinnaird, 
of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association,  who  will  read 
a  paper,  entitled,  '•  An  Angler's  Chat  with  Anglers." 
Some  good  fishing  reports  were  given,  the  successful 
anglers  being  Mr.  Buckingham,  who  has  had  capital 
sport  with  perch  on  private  water,  and  some  good 
roa;h  from  the  Lea  ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Bowman  has  taken 
a  large  number  of  bass  on  the  south  coast ;  Mr.  H. 
Davey  Turner  has  been  among  the  roach ;  Mr.  J. 
Lund  capital  sport  with  roach,  chub,  and  rudd, 
with  the  fly ;  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  has  taken  a  quan- 
tity of  roach  and  rudd ;  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders 
sesured  some  very  nice  trout  on  a  visit  to  Ssotlaiid. 
Owing,  perhaps,  to  the  low  state  of  the  water,  the 
Chess  has  not  yielded  many  good  trout  of  late,  but 
there  are  plenty  of  large  ones  yet  waiting  to  be 
caught. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  F.  G.  Biidgman  was  in  the  chiir  at  Monday's 
meeting,  and  a  very  satisfactory  budget  of  angling 
news  came  to  hand.  From  Harris,  however,  owing 
to  storms  and  tempests,  sport  had  not  been  quite 
so  good  as  in  the  last  week,  the  piesident  and 
Messrs.  A.  C.  Poole  and  C.  Butler  not  havin;  done 
so  well  as  previously.  Still,  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  killed 
a  magnificent  sea-trout  of  8lb.  4oz.  In  Ireland, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  had  a  salmon  of  9lb.  on  a  trout 
rod  and  cast,  and  another  of  121b.  on  stronger 
tackle.  Mr.  Fred  Mansell  in  one  day  tjok  a  leash 
of  trout  from  the  Thames,  soaling  in  all  a  little  over 
91b.  Mr.  John  Gunson  gave  an  interesting  account 
of  salmon  fishing  in  Galway.  Fresh  from  Wales, 
Mr.  A.  Carpenter  narrated  his  doings  amongst  the 
five-to-a-pound  trout ;  he  had  nearly  200  fish  while 
he  was  away,  including  a  nice  sea-trout.  Mr.  A. 
Hatherton  took  on  the  fly  a  chub  of  21b.  8oz.  at 
Uxbridge.  On  the  same  water  Mr.  G.  McClintock 
Lind  landed  numbers  of  small  jack  whilst  spinning 
for  perch.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  had  a  mixed 
bag — a  trout  of  1  lb.  8oz.,  a  nice  basket  of  roach 
up  to  1  lb.,  and  some  good  perch.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt 
had  roach  and  chub,  and  a  good  bream  of  51b.  2oz., 
the  latter  caught  with  ground-bait.  The  Uxbridge 
loach,  too,  seem  partial  to  1h  s  little  used  bait. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Evans,  in  Cornwall,  experience!  rough 
weather,  so  much  so  that  he  could  do  but  Utile  sea 
fishing.  However,  on  three  days  he  was  out  he  had 
some  fine  bream,  big  pouting,  and  several  conger, 
the  best  two  of  the  latter  weighing  121b.  and  15lb. 
respectively.  Mr.  de  Courcy  is  having  good  spo.t 
at  Newbury  with  trout  and  grayling.  On  Monday 
he  landed  two  brace  of  the  former  and  two  and  a 
half  brace  of  the  latter,  all  retainable,  the  grayling 
rising  freely  to  Rolt's  Sylph  and  Silver  Witsh. 
Weed  cutting  is  in  progress  at  Uxbridge,  so  that 
sport  will  be  somewhat  interfered  with  on  this 
water  for  a  week  or  two. — Hon.  Sec, 


BLAGDON  RESERVOIR. 


The  fishing  return  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  2  is 
as  follows : — On  Aug.  28  Mr.  Sedgwick  had  two 
trout,  1  lb.  12oz.  and  I  lb.  4oz.  On  Aug.  29  Mr. 
Sedgwick,  six,  5lb.,  31b.,  31b.  4oz.,  lib.  4oz.,  lib., 
and  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Mayall,  two,  21b.  12oz.  and  1  lb.  2  >z. 
On  Aug.  30  Mr.  Mayall,  two,  4lb.  12oz.  and  1  lb. 
14oz. ;  Mr.  Lyon,  ten.  31b.  I4oz.,  3lb.  12oz.,  41b.  4oz  , 
31b.  4oz.,  31b.  5oz.,21b.  14oz.,  2lb.,  2lb.  2oz.,  lib., 
and  I  lb.  On  Aug.  31  Mr.  Mayall,  five,  41b.,  2lb.  8oz., 
21b.  7oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  and  1  lb.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Lyon,  five, 
41b.,  41b.,  31b.  5oz.,  lib.  12oz.,  and  lib.  4oz.  On 
Sept.  1  Mr.  Mayall,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  Clarke,  threo, 
2lb.  4oz.,  21b.  5oz.,  and  1  lb.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Allen,  six, 
51b.,  21b.  8oz.,  21b.  4oz.,  51b.  8oz.,  31b.  12oz.,  and 
1  lb.  r2oz.  On  Sept.  2  Mr.  Clarke,  six,  41b.  12oz., 
31b.,  31b.  3oz.,  .51b.  8oz.,  1  lb.  12oa.,  and  1  lb.  14o7. ; 
Mr.  Allen,  eight,  4lb.  12oz.,  5lb.,  3lb.  12  jz.,  :  lb. 
14oz.,  31b.  4oz.,  1  lb.  2oz.,  21b.  6oz.,  and  1  lb.  \4oi. ; 
Mr.  H.  S.  Dix,  three,  5lb.  4oz.,  41b.,  and  31b  ;  Mr. 
P.  C.  Dix,  one,  31b.  2oz, 


HABITS  OF  THE  OTTER. 


Having  had  a  good  many  opportunities  of 
watching  the  habits  of  the  otter,  I  send  you  a  few 
observations  for  the  chance  of  their  lx;ing  of  intcrcHb 
to  some  of  your  readers.  There  are  few  animals  of 
the  British  fauna  whoso  habits  and  private  history, 
if  I  may  use  the  expression,  are  so  little  generally 
known  : — 

Combining  in  hLs  lithe  form  the  agility  of  the 
weasel,  with  the  caution  of  the  fox,  the  otter  is 
seldom  seen,  except  by  the  break  of  day  fisherman 
or  the  moonlight  poacher.  In  hi.^  natural  disposi- 
tion, however,  he  is  neither  wild  nor  savage,  being 
easily  tamed  and  domesticated  ;  and  when  young 
as  playful  as  a  kitten.  Indeed,  I  have  more  than 
once  watched  a  bitch  otter  at  play  with  her  cubs,  and 
the  motions  of  the  two  animals  were  by  no  meanM 
dissimilar.  The  anatomical  formation  of  the  otter, 
particularly  in  the  development  of  the  mascles,  gives 
it  a  great  power  of  endurance  in  travel,  whether 
over  land  or  water,  whilst  the  shortness  of  the  legs 
and  the  expansive  web  of  the  feet  enable  it  to  turn 
and  twist  itself  about  in  an  incredibly  short  space ; 
frequently  it  will  turn  on  its  Ijack,  and  in  thia 
singular  posture  progress  for  some  distance  under 
bank  stubs  and  rocks.  The  strength  of  the  otter's 
jaw,  and  the  hardness  of  the  teeth,  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  witnessing.  A  dog  otter,  weighing  about 
28lb.,  was  caught  in  a  trap  by  the  hind  foot,  so  that 
it  was  able  to  get  at  the  trap  ;  when  found,  the  part 
of  the  trap  where  the  foot  had  been  held  was  indented 
with  deep  marks  of  the  otter's  teeth,  as  if  made 
with  a  punch.  With  much  difficulty  it  was  got 
into  a  sack,  taken  up  to  the  kermel,  and  put  down 
before  some  staghounds,  one  of  which  attempted 
to  seize  it.  The  otter  immediately  caught  the  hound 
by  the  foreleg  and  literally  smashed  it. 

The  otter  seldom  fishes  in  the  daytime,  except 
when  it  has  young  ;  I  was  standing  on  the  bank 
of  one  of  our  trout  streams  last  summer,  in  conver- 
sation with  the  farmer  from  whose  land  I  was 
fishing,  when  he  suddenly  exclaimed,  "  Bless  my 
heart,  there's  a  fox  on  the  end  of  the  limb  of  that 
tree  in  the  water,  what  is  he  a-doing  ?  "  I  saw  it 
was  an  otter,  and  that  it  was  very  busily  at  work 
diving  down  on  one  side  of  the  tree,  and  coming 
up  on  the  other,  with  something  in  his  mouth.  I 
was  not  more  than  forty  yards  off,  and  could  plainly 
see  that  it  had  the  head  of  a  very  large  eel  in  his 
mouth,  the  tail  of  which  was  wound  round  a  pro- 
jection of  the  tree  just  under  the  siu-face,  and  as 
fast  as  the  otter  untwisted  it,  the  eel  coiled  its 
tail  round  again.  At  last  the  otter  succeeded  in 
disengaging  it,  and  plunged  with  it  out  of  sight, 
landing  within  a  few  yards  of  us,  amidst  a  profusion 
of  roots  and  herbage.  No  doubt  it  had  its  young 
close  by,  as  from  its  size  it  was  evidently  a  female. 
On  this  sam9  stream,  the  winter  before  last,  a 
friend  of  mine,  when  out  duck  shooting,  saw  five 
otters,  two  old  ones  and  three  cubs,  coming  towards 
him  over  the  ice,  and  presenting  a  most  extra- 
ordinary appearance  ;  as  they  could  not  get  away, 
the  river  being  almost  frozen  over,  he  killed  three 
out  of  the  five.  Last  spruig,  a  neighbour  of  mine 
was  bottom  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  a  small  stream 
which  debouches  into  the  Wye,  he  had  just  caught 
a  flounder,  and  laid  it  on  the  bank  ;  on  moving  a 
few  yards  to  look  to  another  rod,  he  was  astonished 
to  see  a  half-grown  otter  come  deliberately  and 
walk  off  with  his  fish. 

On  another  occasion  a  friend  of  mine,  when 
fishing,  jumped  suddenly  upon  a  projecting  stump, 
when  out  bolted  an  otter,  which  my  friend  trans- 
fixed with  his  rod-spear,  and  has  now  stuffed  in  his 
hall  as  a  trophy. 

One  more  remark  on  the  food  of  the  otter.  I  do 
not  think  they  destroy  many  trout,  for  I  ha.\e 
scarcely  ever  foimd  the  remains  of  this  fish  ;  I 
think  they  feed  a  good  deal  on  eels,  perhaps  on 
water-rats,  and  occasionally  a  rabbit.  The  otter 
has  been  also  accused  of  killing  lambs,  but  I  cannot 
find  anyone  to  authenticate  the  fact  ;  they  are, 
however,  very  destructive  to  large  tench  and  chub. 
The  otter  is  easily  tamed,  h  ing  during  the  day  in 
some  snug  corner  sleeping  ;  two  that  I  knew  of, 
both  ■were  killed  by  getting  into  the  ash-pit  imder 
a  copper  and  were  burnt.  The  River  Wye  and  its 
tributaries  aboimd  with  otters,  and,  saving  here  and 
there  a  keeper,  they  are  unmolested. — \V,  H.  H. 
in  the  Fisherman's  Magazine. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  Sends  the  following  story  to 
the  Tim^s  : — "  While  fishing  for  salmon  ou  the  rive.' 
Sorn,  Mr.  Hugh  Morrison,  of  I=lay  House,  X.B.. 
hooked  a  snipe  which  flew  away  over  the  pool  as  he 
was  in  the  act  of  casting.  The  unfortunate  bird 
was  firmly  caught  through  the  wing,  and  fell  on  the 
bank  entangled  in  the  cast." 
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"  Pessimism  is  a  losing  game.  It  is  the  art  of 
Buffering  in  advance  from  evils  that  may  never  come." 
— E.  Legouve. 

The  Annual  Exhibition  of  Sea  Fishing  Tackle, 
which  has  of  late  years  been  so  well  patronised,  is 
fixed  for  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and 
Friday,  Sept.  26,  27,  28,  and  29.  Only  members 
may  visit  the  Exhibition  on  the  Wednesday 
evening.  Tickets  of  admission  may  be  obtained 
from  the  secretary,  4,  Fetter-lane,  between  the 
hours  of  twelve  and  five. 

*  *  Hf  *  if 

I  hear  from  Secretary  Pickup  that  a  great  many 
members  have  departed  for  Ballycotton  to-day 
(Sept.  9).  Amongst  them  are  Messrs.  E.  M.  Mallett, 
C.  J.  Ciisfield,  S.  Bullock,  S.  J.  Bullock,  H.  S. 
Garnham,  F.  W.  Norman,  G.  A.  Maull,  J.  H.  Basten, 
J.  N.  Hearn,  C.  R.  Wadman,  B.  B.  Baldry,  and  J.  B. 
Howes.  A  wire  received  this  (Thursday)  morning, 
reads:  ''Ballycotton. — Lovely  weather  ;  bait  plenti- 
ful ;  good  sport.  Monday,  fourteen  pollack  between 
Clb.  and  101b.;  thirteen  conger  between  101b.  and 
201b.  Tuesday,  skate,  ninety-four  ling,  thirty 
conger,  twenty-four  pollack,  131b.,  121b.,  and  111b. 
bream,  three  pouting,  £lb.  Two  gaffs  broken ; 
no  tackle  left." 


Tbe  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was 
held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel  on  Monday  last, 
the  President, Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  occupied  the  chair. 
The  minutes  and  general  routine  business  was 
disposed  of  in  the  usual  satisfactory  manner. 
Applications  for  enrolment  were  received  from  the 
following  new  societies  and  agreed  to,  viz.,  Walworth 
Conseivative  Piscatoiial,  South  elds  Institute  Fish- 
ing Club,  and  the  Dorking  and  District  Piscatorial. 
Other  apr  lications  were  leceived  but  postponed,  as 
the  rules  have  not  been  adhered  to.  Mr.  J.  Croker 
was  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Committee  of 
the  A.B.S.  in  the  place  of  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse. 
Important  matters  concerning  our  fisheries  at  Esher, 
Pulborough,  and  Amberley  were  considered  and 
dealt  with,  also  questions  concerning  railway  and 
preservation  work.  The  Committee  presented  their 
report  concerning  an  undesirable  delegate,  and  also 
a  reference  to  an  important  alteration  concerning 
the  next  issue  of  guide  books.  All  letters  should  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary,  6,  Priter  Road,  London,  S.W. 


The  annual  summer  dinner  of  the  Lychnobite 
A.S.  will  take  place  at  the  Fish  and  Eels,  Hoddesdon, 
on  Saturday  (Sept.  16).  The  fishing  is  fairly  good, 
and  the  proprietor  always  caters  satisfactorily. 
Secretary  Povey  asks  me  to  be  there.  I  know  they 
will  have  an  enjoyable  outing,  and  have  said  '  Will 
try."  All  communications  should  be  addre.-sed  to 
Mr.  W.  J.  Povey,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  E.G. 


Mb.  Joseph  Grippee,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Heme 
Bay  A.A.,  is,  as  usual,  up  to  date.  He  says  that  the 
annual  festival  is  fixed  for  Nov.  18,  19,  and  20.  The 
fisliing  will  be  from  pier  and  boats  for  numerous 
valuable  prizes,  including  the  gold  medal  of  the 
H.B.A.A.,  the  gold  medal  of  the  National  Sea 
Anglers'  Federation,  and  silver  and  bronze  medals. 
Mr.  Gripper  adds  : — "  Whiting  and  codling  coming 
in,  and  some  of  a  good  size."''    More  anon. 


L'Entente  Cordiale. 

Ox  page  192  will  be  found  an  account  of  the 
International  Competition  at  Henley  on  Monday, 
Sept.  4.  It  has  been  my  privilege  to  record  many 
competitions  between  London  club  anglers,  but  ia 
our  own  water? — Thames,  Lea,  etc. — I  do  not 
remember  one  in  which  such  great  interest  was 
taken.  As  previously  announced,  the  idea  of  an 
"  International  "  Competition  emanated  from  the 
Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Nag's 
Head  Hotel,  Covent  Garden.  President  Jacobs, 
Vice-President  Sheldon,  Treasurer  Trees,  Secretary 
Hase,  supported  by  Messrs.  Abrahams,  Brink, 
Franco,  Monniot,  Penfold,  Phillips,  Saalfeld, 
Wathen,  and  Hobbs  all  rendered  valuable  assist- 
ance in  making  the  function  a  success. 

*  *  *  >!■  * 

'  The  special  train  timed  to  leave  Paddington  at 
7.4.5  was  ciuickly  besieged  by  about  300  anglers  and 
friends  from  all  parts  of  England  and  the  Continent. 
Fortunately,  fine  weather  prevailed.  On  arriving  at 
Henley  the  combatants  (I  mean  competitors)  armed 
cap-d-pie  with  their  impedimenta,  preceded  by  the 
excellent  Henley  Town  Band,  marched  to  the  Diill 
Hall,  where  "  swims  "  wore  drawn  for.  Although 
the  match  was  a  "  peg-down  "  it  must  not  be  taken 
that  the  angleis  were  secured  literally  by  pegs;  but 
it  is  necessary  that  competitors  i-hould  be  at  a 
certain  diitante  from  ©Jch   other.    The  cpurse 


extended  nearly  two  and  a  half  miles  (from  Henley 
Bridge  to  Hambledon  Lock). 

*  *  *  •  • 

As  the  gun  announcing  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  was  not  to  be  heard  till  twelve  o'clock,  I 
elected  to  stroll  by  the  lovely,  meandering,  silvery 
stream,  but  meeting  my  brother  angler,  Mr.  T. 
Maynard,  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorials,  on 
his  motor-car,  I  rode  with  him  to  Hambledon 
Lock,  passing  Fawley  Court  and  Greenland,  and 
back  to  Henley.  I  had  luncheon  in  company  with 
Mr.  Maynard  at  the  well-known  hostelry — "  Liberty 
Hall " — at  ye  signe  of  yo  Flower  Pot,  at  Aston 
Ferry  (near  Henley  Bridge),  and  right  well  does 
Host  Howard  Packer  cater  for  anglers.  Punts, 
boats,  professional  fishermen,  and  good  hotel 
accommodation  may  be  relied  upon. 

After  lunch,  a  stroll  along  the  line  of  anglers, 
now  and  then  being  greeted  by  friends  from  Bir- 
mingham, Sheffield,  Leeds,  York,  Bristol,  Man- 
chester, ard  O.  M.  Howard,  of  Southend,  who 
managed  to  secure  tenth  prize,  and,  of  course, 
scores  of  London  anglers.  The  redoubtable 
"  Johnny  "  Osborne — but,  there,  time  was  getting 
on,  as  it  always  does  when  you  are  interested,  but 
I  took  careful  note  of  the  different  styles  of  fishing 

by  the  various  anglers. 

*  *  *  *  m 

The  majority  used  the  roach  pole,  and  nearly  all 
the  French  anglers  a  very  light  but  long  cane  rod, 
which  they  manipulated  very  cleverly.  Of  course, 
the  "Nottingham"  style  was  much  in  evidence, 
and,  really,  in  the  face  of  a  strong  wind  the  light 
float  and  silk  line  were  very  skilfully  thrown  to  the 
desired  spot.  All  sorts  of  bait  were  used,  gentles, 
red,  yellow  and  white  (Mr.  Pickersgill,  of  Keighley, 
calls  them  maggots),  worms,  paste,  wasp  grubs — 
one  angler  had  too  many  live  wasps — bread-crust, 
creed  wheat,  and  even  cheese  rind.  The  grounci 
bait  left  at  Henley  ought  to  bring  the  fish  on  the 
feed  In  another  week's  time. 

*  *  *  *  » 

Hark  !  The  Gun  !  It  is  now  five  o'clock  ;  when 
some  reluctantly,  others  willingly,  proceeded  to 
"  pack  up."  I  packed  off  on  the  motor  to  tea  with 
Friend  Maynard  at  Dhoon  Glen.  After  a  "  wash 
and  brush  up  "  and  a  little  music,  to  the  Town  Hall 
for  the  banquet  at  seven.  Punctuality  was  the 
order  of  the  day;  strictly  to  time  every  event  was 
kept.  The  good  people  of  Henley  are  comparatively 
used  to  the  presence  of  anglers,  but  not  in  battalions. 
The  band  discoursed  sweet  music  in  harmony  with 
the  knife  and  fork. 

»  *  Hi  *  « 

This  is  what  we  had  for  dinner  : — 

Salmon  and  Cucumber,  Mayonnaise  Sauce. 
Roast  Beef. 
Roast  Lamb  and  Mint  Sauce. 
Veal  and  Ham.        Pressed  Beef. 
Chicken  and  Salad. 
Fruit  Tarts.        Fruit  Salads. 
Jellies.       Blanc  Mange. 
Cheese. 

And  here  I  may  rema'-k  that  Mr.  Hales,  the 
caterer,  gave  every  satisfaction,  both  in  quantity 
and  quality. 

***** 

Then  the  toasts  and  speeches,  brief,  but  to  the 
point.  "  The  King  "  by  Chairman  A.  E.  Hobbs — 
the  French  visitors  waving  flags  to  the  great  delight 
of  aU  present.  The  health  of  the  French  President 
was  next  on  the  rota,  but  the  chairman  could  only 
get  as  far  as  the  word  "  Loubet " — and  both  the 
King  and  M.  Loubet  would  have  been  proud  of  the 
way  the  closely-packed  audience  of  nearly 
four  hundred  cheered  their  names  to  the  echo. 
"  Brother  Anglers  from  the  Provinces  and  Abroad,*' 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Sheldon  and  responded  to 
by  Mr.  J.  Gorrill  and  Mr.  A.  P.  Huguenet. 

***** 

"  The  Press "  was  given  by  President  Jacobs — 
not  a  word  too  much  nor  a  word  too  little.  In  the 
absence  of  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  ")  "  Drag- 
net" responded.  "The  Laciies  and  Visitors"  was 
eloquently  responded  to  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Parkhuist. 
Mr.  Abrahams,  in  his  own  inimitable  manner,  gave 
"  The  Chairman,"  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  thanking^  him 
in  the  name  of  all  present  for  his  support  and 
interest  in  making  the  "  Henley  International  "  a 
success.  "  The  Vice-Chairman,"  secretary,  com- 
mittee, and  stewards  all  came  in  for  a  meed  of 
praise. 

***** 

The  following  is  the  official  list  of  the  winners: — 

lb.  oz. 

1  W.  Davies,  Rainbow  Trout                      2  12 

2  W.  Kerry,  Walham  Green                       2  4^ 

3  W.  Cooper,  East  London                        1  14^ 

4  R.  Wickford,  Prince  of  Wales                  1  13^ 

5  Champion,  Springfield  (Sheffield)              1  13 

(>    G.  L.  Kerry,  Walham  Green                    1  lOJ 

7    W,  Sty  ran,  Sheffield  1  6 


lb.  oz. 

8  W.  Oxley,  Sheffield   1  6 

9  Miller,  St.  Philip's    1  6i 

10  O.  M.  Howard,  Southend   1  0^ 

11  G.  C.  Adams,  Camden   1     f  i 

12  A.  W.  Payne,  Prince  of  Wales   1  Qi 

13  J.  R.  Walker,  Sheffield   I5| 

14  J.  Osborne,  Hoxton  Brothers    15 

1.5    J.  Carpenter.  Sundial   15 

16  Jas.  Jones,  Blackfriars   13| 

17  Faires,  Carlton  Anglers   13 

18  Rose,  Putney   12J 

19  Gunning,  Leeds   12 J 

20  Duce,  Leeds   12J 

21  Wilcox,  Paddington   12 J 

22  Moss,  Daily  Mirror   12^ 

23  Mesh,  Thorney  Wear    1I| 

24  C.  Pettit,  Silver  Trout    H 

25  Samson,  Hoxton  Brothers   10| 

26  Bryan,  Leeds   lo| 

Special  Prizes  fob  Anglers  Entering  from 

France. 

First  prize,  roach-pole,  given  by  Mr.  H.  Sheldon — 
M.  Goujous. 

Second  prize,  field-glasses,  given  by  Mr.  G.  C. 
Grammar — M.  Martin. 

Souvenir  medals  were  presented  to  the  following 
French  ladies :  Mme.  Chauviere,  Mme.  Raboulin, 
and  Mme.  Guerrin. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  followed,  a  word  "  in 
season "  to  every  recipient  from  the  chairman. 
They  were  as  follows  : — 

Solid  Silver  Cups,  weighing  40oz.,  30oz.,  and  20oz. 

Gold  Medals,  given  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Penf-  Id,  Mr.  R, 
Love,  Mr.  H.  Sheldon,  and  Messrs.  Booth. 

Rod,  given  by  Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd. 

Silver  Watch,  given  by  Mr.  R.  Jacobs. 

Rod  and  Reel,  given  by  Mr.  Bal  Jerson. 

Gold  Medals,  given  by  Messrs.  C.  Franco  and  C. 
Monniot. 

Silver  Gilt  Medal,  given  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Searle. 
Set  of  Carvers,  given  by  Messrs.  Greenlees  Bros. 
Silver  Cigarette  Case,  given  by  Mr.  A.  Abrahams. 
Set  of  Spinners,  given  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros. 
Tankard,  given  by  Mr.  Jay. 
Medal,  given  by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Pank. 
Meerschaum  Pipe,  given  by  Mr.  A.  Abrahams. 
Umbrella,  givea  by  Sto^kwell  A  S. 
Rod,  given  by  F.  T.  Williams  and  Cj. 
Silver  Medals,  given  by  Mr.  S.  Smith. 
Silver  Medals,  given  by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Pank. 
Special  Prizes  for  Anglers  entering  from  France : — 
Roach  Pole,  value  £2  2s.  given  by  Mr.  H.  Shel  lon. 
Field  Glasses,  value  £1  10'.,  given  by  Mr.  G.  C. 
Grammer. 

Special  Prizes  for  Engli-sh  Anglers  : — 
A  Medal,  given  by  Le  P^cheur,  Paris. 
A  Silver  Medal,  given  by  L'Auto,  Paris. 

*  *  *  *  :ft 

"  Time  flies  ! "  As  time  and  trains  wait  for  no 
men  the  ten  o'clock  special  for  London  was  caught 
in  gojd  time,  when  four  hundred  tired  but  happy 
anglers  and  their  friends  reached  Paddington  by 
eleven.  There  were  many  "  incidents  "  had  I  space 
to  narrate  them.  One  was  the  collecting  on  the 
banks  and  in  the  hall  of  nearly  £5  by  the  charming 
daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobbs  towards  preserva- 
tion. Another  incident  was  the  appearance  of  the 
Band,  just  before  departing,  who  played  the  "  Mar- 
seillaise" to  the  evident  delight  of  the  French 
contingent,  as  also  everyone  present. 

*  *  *  *  ifc 

La  Chronique,  a  weekly  illustrated  French  paper 
printed  and  pubUshed  in  London,  gave  the  pro- 
gramme in  eztenso.  One  of  the  items  which  created 
much  interest  was — 

"  Ces  dimensions  sont  les  suivantes :  Tanches,  7 
pouces,  barbeau,  13  ;  ombre,  9  ;  perche,  7  ;  gardon. 
7;  vandoise,  6;  meunier,  10;  breme,  10;  rouget,  6; 
carpe,  10 ;  truite,  12 ;  goujon,  5. 

***** 

I  should  like  to  add  that  the  names  of  the 
French  anglers  who  entered  for  the  competition 
were  M.  Chauviere  (President  de  la  Sici6te 
Flottante,  Paris,  and  President  of  the  International 
Angling  Competition  at  Ballancourt,  which  took 
place  last  Easter),  M.  Martin,  M.  Ruboulin,  M. 
Goujous,  and  M.  Ballerine.  There  were  four  other 
French  anglers  who  took  part  in  the  competition,  but 
unfortunately  Mr.  Franco,  who  looked  after  the 
French  anglers,  did  not  give  me  their  names. 

I  HAVE  received  a  very  kind  invite  fr  om  Secretary 
W.  C.  Hawkins,  of  the  Moss  Side  Social  A.S.,  Man- 
chester, to  be  present,  on  Sept.  18,  at  Headquarters, 
Alexandra  Hotel,  Rradshaw-street,  when  there  will 
be  a  grand  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  to  the 
fortunat3  winners.  Without  a  doubt  there  are 
some  first-rate  anglers  among  their  number,  as  I 
note  that  Mr.  Pendlebury  was  the  winner  of  the 
championship  and  gold  medal.  I  have  a  very 
pleasant  recollection  of  "the  boys"  when  last  I 
visited  Manchester,  and  can  only  say  that  I  wiU 
"  try  '  to  be  with  them.  Dragnet. 
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Pfoviiieial  flfigling  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DrSTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Sport  on  the  Fen  waters  does  not  show  much 
improvement,  and  oa  some  lengths  of  the  Witham 
angling  has  been  entirely  out  of  the  question  owing 
to  ths  prevalence  of  surface  weed.  Some  local 
Walt  jnians  have  consequently  not  ventured  to  wet 
a  liae.  Where  better  conditions  have  prevailed 
roach  fishing  has  been  prosecuted  with  a  fair  amount 
of  success,  although  the  red  fins  are  just  now  show- 
ing a  good  deal  of  fastidiousness  in  their  selection  of 
the  daiaty  morsels  which  have  been  offered  them. 
As  an  all-rouud  bait,  however,  creed  wheat  has  done 
best.  Lighter  bags  have  been  obtained  by  the  rods 
taking  part  in  the  various  matches  duriag  the  past 
week  or  ten  days,  and  several  competitions  from  the 
Sheffield  district  hive  been  fished.  An  interesting 
matsh  was  that  between  the  Sleaford  and  Boston 
angUig  clubs,  decided  at  Tattershall  on  Aug.  31. 
The  Bostjn  team  were  victorious,  taking,  ia  the 
aggregate,  181b.,  while  Sleaford's  total  catch  only 
amounted  to  6lb.  |oz.  The  heaviest  individual 
catch  for  Boston  was  made  by  G.  Beales,  who 
creeled  -lib.  6^z.,  and  the  heaviest  for  Sleaford  was 
made  by  R.  Flint,  who  captured  21b.  6foz.  After 
the  matsh  the  competitors  had  an  enjoyable  tea  at 
the  Royal  Oak  Hotel,  Tattershall  Bridge. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  lo:al  river — the  Hull — is  now  in  first-class 
ordar  for  all-round  angling,  although  it  may  be  a 
little  too  clear  ia  the  upper  reaches  for  bait  fishing; 
yet  during  the  week  some  very  good  fish  have  been 
secured,  amongst  which  roach  up  to  1  lb.  4oz., 
dice  12^z.,  aad  perch  of  |lb.  each  have  been 
taken  in  the  Hempholme,  Wilf  holme,  and 
Arram  districts;  some  fairly  good  sport  has  also 
been  met  with  on  the  Driffield  Canal,  below  the 
various  locks.  Odd  trout  of  nice  size  are  also 
reported  from  the  Driffield  stretch  and  also  Froding- 
ham  Beck.  The  tidal  waters  of  the  river  are  also 
in  good  condition,  and  of  a  nice  colour  for  bottom 
fishing.  Some  goo  3  perch,  roach,  and  bream  are  be- 
ing taken  at  Leven  Look,  and  those  privileged  to  fish 
the  canal  have  done  remarkably  well  amongst  bream 
and  pike.  0.i  Tuesday  Messrs.  Geo.  Cheeseman,  W. 
T.  Cheeseman,  and  others  took  some  nice  bream  with 
maggots,  Mr.  G.  Cheeseman  having  one  over  2lb., 
nnl  a  Beverley  angler  had  five  fish  over  1  lb.  each, 
one  of  which  scalad  close  upon  4lb.,  all  taken  near 
to  Beverley  Beok-end,  and  on  Minto  Flatts,  Wawne, 
and  Cicey  roach  are  taking  paste  freely,  condi- 
tions being  very  favourable  for  this  week-end.  On 
the  Ancholme  somo  splendid  sport  has  been  had. 
A  Worksop  angling  society  fished  a  match  near 
Cadney  Bridge,  the  first  prize-winner,  P.  Martin, 
weighed  in  21  lb.  g^oz.;  A.  H.  Sloe,  16lb.  lO^oz. ; 
and  two  others  had  over  111b.  each.  Messrs. 
Wilson's  Coopers'  Angling  Club,  of  Hull,  fishing 
~ear  the  Engine  House,  secured  a  splendid  lot  of 
ream  with  magjtots,  F.  Colley  being  first  with 
41b.  lloz. ;  G.  Priestley,  23lb.  4Joz. ;  R.  Cross, 
81b.  6oz.  ;  W.  OrbeU,  14lb.  6oz. ;  and  J.  Blossom 
131b.  1.5oz.  ITie  HoJderness  Angling  Association 
and  other  clubs  .have  recently  decided  matches  on 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  at  Newport,  Mr. 
W.  Crossland  taking  first  prize  in  the  Holderness. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Windermere  is  still  doing  well  for  the  perch  fishers, 
nd  the  char  fishers  are  having  an  improved  time 
f  it,  a  dozen  and  upwards  of  good  fish  being  not 
common  for  the  day's  work.  The  usual  half- 
arted  backend  riso  of  trout  is  on,  but  the  chances 
f  anyone  making  a  decent  fishing  are  a  bit  remote. 
.Mr.  Fell  had  very  bad  luck  with  a  salmon  of  some 
161b.  to  18lb.  while  fishing  the  lake's  outlet  (the 
Leven).  He  hooked  the  fish  from  the  top  of  Back- 
.  barrow  Bridge,  and  after  rather  a  roughish  time  of 
it  had  it  practically  killed — in  fact,  he  was  guiding 
it,  as  best  he  could  from  his  awkward  position,  to 
the  one  scot  at  this  place  where  it  is  possible  to  gaff 
hooked  fish  when  it  gave  a  quiet  roll  over  and 
ft  him.  There  has  been  but  little  improvement 
n  the  weather  conditions  since  I  wrote  last, 
he  stuffiness  and  closeness  are  still  very  much 
_  evidence,  and  what  is  worse  for  the  sea-trout 
iher  a  lot  of  rain  seems  to  be  hanging  about, 
nich,  should  it  continue,  will  prove  fatal  to  good 
askets  for  the  night  fishing  of  the  present  moon. 
I  write  the  Kent  is  some  few  inches  too  high,  but 
is  a  stream  that  ia  rapidly  up  and  down,  and  a  fine 
y  or  80  will  make  all  the  difference.  There  is  a  very 
ent  head  of  sea-fish  to  be  seen  on  it,  amongst  them 
ing  a  few  heavy  salmon,  and  rather. an  extra  run 
f  grilse.  A  good  fish  of  211b.  was  taken  in  the 
ts  byJVIr.  C<Jttom  on  the  Lower  Levens  Fishery  on 
onday.  Amongst  the  rods  nothing  very  big  is 
ing  done.   On  Monday  evening  Mr.  Evershed  had 


a  nio«  lot  of  sea-trout  from  the  Levens  Park  water, 
including  a  3-pounder,  and  the  same  gentleman 
took  two  capital  brown  trout  from  the  same  water 
at  the  latter  end  of  last  week — one  being  l^lb.  and 
the  other  IJlb.  On  Monday  Mr.  R.  Curwen  creeled 
half  a  dozen,  and  was  also  into  a  small  salmon, 
which  was  lost.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  R.  W. 
Pennington  had  a  decent  lot,  one  pulling  2}lb.  ;  Mr. 
Metcalf  four,  which  weighed  the  same  number  of 
pounds,  and  Mr.  Millburn  has  also  been  fairly 
successful.  Brown  trout  fishing  is  decidedly  looking 
up;  and  is  almost  certain  to  improve  right  up  to 
the  end  of  the  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Worsley  was,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  chief 
centre  of  attraction  for  anglers  last  Saturday,  in 
fact  it  attracted  one  individual  who  was  not 
welcome — a  bookmaker.  Discretion  was  his  salva- 
tion, and  he  wisely  cleared  off  before  s3riou3  trouble 
followed  his  efforts  to  upset  what  was  otherwise  a 
pleasant  event,  although  sadly  handicapped  by 
water  and  mud  on  the  banks.  The  clerk  of  the 
weather  seams  to  have  an  antipathy  to  this 
annual  event,  for  on  nearly  every  occasion  the 
weather  spoils  this  contest,  which  is  undoubtedly  a 
popular  one.  Just  before  the  contest  was  timed  to 
start  a  horse  got  into  the  canal  and  caused  a  little 
excitement;  many  said  it  was  unfair  for  anyone  to 
have  that  place  to  fish  in,  but, hush!  three  out  of 
twenty-five  prizes  were  taken  there,  including  the 
gold  medal  championship  and  £2  in  cash.  Would 
a  few  more  horses  having  a  dip  improved  the 
results  in  weight  ?  The  weekly  report  from  the 
Bollin  states  that  it  is  fishing  very  well. 
The  Kearsley  Anglers  have  arranged  to  visit  the 
Worsley  canal  on  the  23rd.  The  Walkden  Star 
A.S.  had  a  match  in  the  same  water  last  Saturday 
but  did  poorly,  however  they  awarded  their  prizes, 
Mr.  J.  Kay  taking  the  first. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  the  day  of  writing  Manchester  is  enveloped  in 
a  climatic  condition  which  can  only  be  described  as 
an  "  Egyptian  Darkness."  To  go  up  Market-street, 
our  main  street,  one  wovdd  be  led  to  think  it  was 
late  in  the  evening,  in  fact  one  of  our  city  rods  said 
to  the  writer,  "Good  night."  Probably,  he  was 
under  the  impression  it  was  time  to  go  home ; 
well,  the  writer  was  going  home,  to  write 
these  notes  (10.45  a.m.).  Well,  may  I  say  that 
we  have  at  last  a  Manchester  team  that  can 
win  the  Bridgwater  Challenge  Shield,  and  they 
won  it  well,  for  every  man  in  the  team  did  his  share, 
a  fact  that  will  not  be  pleasing  to  other  teams  that 
have  won  it  previously  by  good  luok.  The  Moss 
Side  Socials  have  now  the  honour,  and  richly  they 
deserve  it,  for  they  are  a  lot  of  "  true  sportsmen." 
Tne  Welcomb  A.S.,  out  at  Middle wich,  had  a  good 
time  on  Sept.  3,  Mr.  W.  Lloyd  taking  first  prize  with  a 
good  weight;  Mr.Lawley,  a  popular  member,  did  well. 
The  Thirty  Club  had  a  very  interesting  competition 
also  on  Sept.  3,  Mr.  G.  Barber  coming  out  "dux." 
Tne  Convivials  at  Waverton  had  a  grand  time,  Mr. 
T.  Smith  heading  the  prize-list.  One  more  club 
deserves  mention — the  Albion,  who  visited  Waver- 
ton, when  Mr.  J.  Davies  headed  a  list  of  twenty-six 
prize  winners.  The  Sun  Angling  Society  wiU  visit 
Althorpe  to  fish  their  match  on  Sept.  17. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  settled  down,  and  was  at 
the  period  of  writing  running  in  splendid  condition 
for  barbel  fishing  either  with  greaves  or  the  worm. 
Anglers  have  been  getting  a  few  fish  at  Colwick 
weirs.  Holme  trees,  Averham,  Kelham,  and  Hazle- 
ford.  One  from  Holme  trees  weighed  6Jlb.  Roach 
and  dace  have  shown  fairly  g)od  sport  to  the 
maggot,  and  I  hear  that  recently  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
WalUs  creeled  a  fine  lot  of  roach  at  Shardlow  with 
b.-ead-paste.  Mr.  F.  Gamble  has  had  some  good 
eels  from  the  same  waters,  but  nothing  appears  to 
have  been  done  amongst  the  barbel.  The  waters 
must  contain  plenty  of  fish,  and  baitings  ought  now 
to  set  them  on  the  go.  Mr.  R.  Brookhouse,  of  the 
Nottingham  Waltonian  Society,  has  caught  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  chub  at  Wilford  with  the  wasp 
grub,  which  has  bean  employed  with  success  on 
other  parts  of  the  river,  notably  at  Fiskerton 
(above  the  ferry)  and  Kelham.  Creed  wheat  has 
accounted  for  roach,  and  there  seems  to  have  been 
a  little  more  doing  amongst  the  fly  fishing  con- 
tingent, the  quarry  rising  best  just  the  last  thing 
in  the  evening. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  changeable  this  week, 
some  days  fine,  and  then  wet  for  a  day  or  two. 
The  high  muddy  water  in  the  Teme  and  Severn  has 
run  off,  and  both  rivers  are  now  in  fair  fishing 
condition;  and  some  of  our  club  members  have 
tried  them  both,  but  had  very  .indifferent  sport, 
in  fact  some  came  home  water-beaten,  and 
matters  have  been  nearly  as  bad  in  the  Avon, 


The  Good  Intent  fished  their  third  contest  at 
Pershore,  when  only  one  member  took  a  weighahle 
fish,  namely,  W.  Blissett,  taking  first  prize.  Tho 
Fountain  Club  fished  their  second  competition  at 
Pershore  on  Sept.  3,  when  out  of  tho  sixty  compe- 
titors only  one-Hixth  took  fish,  and  only  five  prizes 
were  won — E.Hill,  first  (21b.);  sec  md,  T.  VVhite- 
house;  third,  S.Webb;  fourth,  F.  Bowen,  jun. 
fifth,  F.  Bowen,  sen.  The  inter-club  contest 
was  fiahed  at  Wyre  in  a  nice  stretch  of 
the  Avon,  and  there  was  a  good  muster 
from  most  of  the  clubs.  The  secretary,  Mr. 
R.  Wingfield,  had  the  water  pegged  out,  and  the 
arrangements  complete  with  the  vice-presidents  of 
the  association,  Mr.  A.  Glover  and  Mr.  Joe  Harris, 
the  draw  took  place  in  tho  largo  room  of  the 
Anchor  Inn,  and  the  contest  was  from  4  to  7  p.m. 
Sport  was  very  slow  indeed,  and  only  thirteen 
weighed  in.  Mr.  Goo.  Evana  (Working  Men's 
Club)  took  first  prize  and  medal, 21b.  lloz. ;  second, 
H.  Godfrey;  third,  E.  Ricketts;  and  Messrs.  A. 
Dufty,  H.  Osborne,  C.  Hadley,  R.  Thompson, 
T.  Murphy,  C.  Langtord,  F.  Champkins,  E.  Hobday, 
E.  Nicholls,  and  H.  Tvler  were  the  other  winners 
in  the  order  named.  The  fish  seerned  quite  off  the 
feed.  I  have  just  heard  that  Mr.  Avery  has  been 
successful  in  catching  a  fine  creel  of  trout  and  gray- 
ling in  the  Teme,  near  Tenbury  ;  and  Messrs.  Hill, 
Merrill,  Stokes,  and  Lewis  have  had  a  good  catch 
of  roach  in  the  Severn,  using  wheat  and  paste  for 
bait. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  York  Cattle  Market  A.C.,  as  the  result  of  the 
last  match  of  the  season,  on  the  2nd  inst.,  at 
Scoreby,  established  a  record  in  the  total  weight  of 
fish  taken  in  the  three  matches,  which  was  4st. 
01b.  l|oz.  Nothing  was  done  in  the  first  hour 
owing  to  the  rain,  but  subsequent  results  were 
satisfactory.  Amongst  several  members  the  com- 
petition was  very  keen,  l2oz.  separating  them  for 
the  aggregate  prize  of  a  cup  and  gold  medal.  Mr. 
W.  Smith  was  an  easy  winner  with  the  excellent 
weight  of  41b.  I:^oz.,  which  made  his  aggregate 
for  the  three  matches  into  91b.  lljoz. 
Mr,  J.  Dixon,  lib.  13oz.,  was  second, 
Mr.  J.  Atkin,  1  lb.  4^oz.,  third ;  and  Mr.  R.  Precious, 
1  lb.  Ifoz.,  fourth.  Other  winners  were  Messrs.  J. 
Brown,  M.  Jackson,  A.  Harrison,  J.  Wheatley,  G. 
Young,  J.  Metcalfe,  Walter  Young,  J.  Hughes,  C. 
Walker,  G.  Thompson,  and  T.  Snowden.  The  two 
last-named  anglers  tied  with  6  Joz,  The  Navigation- 
road  (York)  Angling  Association  experienced  heavy 
showers  and  low  water  on  the  occasion  of  their 
second  match  at  Tadcaster  on  Saturday.  Con- 
sequently, fishing  was  curtailed.  Mr.  Albert 
Craven,  with  fish  weighing  2lb.  5^z.,  was  first ; 
Mr.  J.  Wrigglesworth,  1  lb.  2oz.,  second ;  Messrs. 
Morrell,  Booker,  and  H.  Judsontied  for  third  place 
with  12oz.  each  ;  Mr.  J.  Hanson  was  fifth,  and  ilr.  J. 
Mennell  sixth.  Wind  and  rain  interfered  with  the 
third  match  of  Messrs.  Terry's  employ's  at  Whel- 
drake  Ings,  and  the  catch  was  small.  Mr.  J. 
Pratt,  son.,  whose  weight  of  fish  was  lib.  14oz., 
secured  first  aggregate,  and  Mr.  J.  Petty  won  Mr. 
Ogram's  special  for  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  season. 
The  lower  reach  of  the  Darwent,  at  Stamford 
Bridge,  was  chosen  for  the  Yorkshire  Herald 
sweepstakes  on  Sept.  2.  The  heavy  rains  of  the 
previous  night  deterred  many  members  of  the  A.C. 
from  attending.  The  weather,  however,  was  beauti- 
ful, and  a  most  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  Catches 
ruled  small,  the  best  being  made  by  Mr.  T.  Arm- 
strong, Messrs.  E.  Foote  and  J.  Robson  were  second 
and  third  respectively.  Messrs.  T.  Wilson,  A. 
Wilkinson,  J.  Cooper,  and  T.  Bulmer  I  d  the  sixteen 
anglers  who  weighed  in  for  the  York  Golden  Ball  A.C. 
at  Fulford  landing.  With  the  exception  of  the 
winner,  Mr.  G.  Martin,  4lb.,  the  catches  were  rather 
small  at  the  first  match  of  the  Clarence  Working 
Men's  A.C.  at  Wheldrake.  The  Phoenix  A.C.  tried 
the  waters  at  Cottingwith  with  similar  results ; 
Mr.  C.  Armstrong  was  first. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generaUy  favourable  for 
angling  since  last  notes,  but  sport  has  not  exliibited 
much  improvement  on  any  water.  In  fact,  it  has 
declined  on  many  waters,  especially  in  the  salmon 
fishing  department.  Sea-trout  have  been  rising 
badly  on  the  waters  that  hold  those  fish,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  better  results  will  be  had  during 
the  next  few  days;  sea  angling  has  afforded 
much  sport  at  several  places  recently,  especisdly 
on  the  Atlantic  coast.  An  unprecedented  rush  of 
anglers  has  taken  place  at  the  principal  stations 
during  the  past  four  or  five  weeks,  and  a  big  number 
of  angling  visitors  are  still  out  on  the  sea-trout 
waters.  On  the  whole  the  angling  season  so  far  has 
been  very  disappointing. 

NOETH  OF  IaEL.4JJD. 

The  eleventh  annual  pegged-down  competition  of 
the  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club  was  held  at 
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ANOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHXNO   QUARTERS,  Sco. 


CUXiJLG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  In 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Sahnon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Boute — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires :  "  Ciilag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  LAIUO,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fisliing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Loclis.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.  Good  Boats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.  Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.  y_  Proprletnx. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  tUddleaesa, 

Fis'iermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  ol  Pike, 
Koaoh,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fre<h  stocked.  860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Acconmodatlon.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
Tra'as  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Wei th  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  Fish 


Pike,  18  iDcb. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Kndd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 


Bream  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  1  Inch 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  .Tune  15. 
FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgb,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Distinguished  Patronage. 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Boole. 
"  The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


"And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  jrayling." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWANT  HOTEIL. 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fishing^on  the  River Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  THOMAS  E.  BANKS,  Manager. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  CROSS,  ANGLESBT. 

Bright  bracing  air;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3d.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor, T.J.  COTTBELL. 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 

The  Gweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
lough  Anure.  Comfortable  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  banks  of  the  Gweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Lough  Anure,  and  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
50s.  weekly.  Fishing  25s.  weekly,  40s.  fort- 
nightly, 60s.  monthly.  Grilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.  8,000  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  12th  August.   Apply — 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  Donegal 
Telegrams:  "Hotel  Crolly.  Gwekdork." 


Tho  "Dapping"  Season  is  not 
yet  over. 

THE  FINEST  FREE-FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Drifts  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
shallows.  Nearly  70,000  acres  of  deep-water 
flsiimg  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corril),  hoth  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Undei-  New 
Management ;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
Baths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Tarill. 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery ;  bracing 
air  :  only  4|  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  application  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Pish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.  Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  HuELEY,  "  Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  Buit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 


THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  " Hotel  Habbis." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing"  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  liilf. 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.   ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 


MUNICH. 

HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First-  Class. 


Choicest  Position, 


Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


GOOD  ■  ■ 
FREE  ■  ■ 
FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accomnioilation. 
Puiits,  Bails,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Coinfort.s. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts, 


MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  &  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appoint- 
ments up-to-date.  Billiards,  Boats, 
Vehicles,  &c.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in 
operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10*. 
per  week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets, 
£1  Is. ;  Daily,  5s.  Boat  and  Man,  5s. 
per  day.  Cheaper  Angling  terms  on 
Upper  Water. — Address,  Manageress. 


ANGLERS   &  VISITORS 

Wishing  to  participate  in  the  Fishing 
Season  at  Gorleston-on-Sea  and  the 
iiroads  can  obtain  excellent  accommoda- 
tion at 

Waveney  House,  14,  Upper  Cllffe  Rd. 

CORLESTOM-ON-SEA, 

Three  minutes  from  .Tetty. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY  MATERIAL. 

Hai/kles  all  colours,  h  (jross,  2/6  (trout) 
SALMON— (i.Plieiisant,  Mallards,  Teal.  Wlil^'eou, 
Macaw,  (iallina,  Arc.,  assortments,  4/9,  7/6 
10/6.— .1. 1'K'KKRSClLL.O.CIark Terrace,  Leeds. 


Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Boach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours, 
White  and  Pink.  Packets  3d.  &  6d.  each. 


CEROLEXJlVr. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &o. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  knovm. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 


Of  TAOKLE  DEALZSS  at  home  and  abroad,  or 

direct  from  the  Maker, 

whjI^iahs  kino, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

POSTAQK  EXTRA. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.     Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


WILLIAM  JONES 

SALMON  FLY  DRESSER. 

15  years'  practical  experience,  including 
6  year.?  with  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Redditch,  and 
4  years  with  R.  Anderson  &  Sons,  Edinburgh. 


SALMOlSr  FLIES. 

All  Standard  Patterns  and  Sizes  Stocked, 


Flies  Dressed  to  any  Pattern  at  shorte't 
notice.  All  Flies  tied  on  Tested  Hooks 
and  guaranteed  flret  class.  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Prices  on  Application.   Address — 

25,  Prospect  Hill,  Redditch, 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR  CATCH  I  NO  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 
Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 
Always  Ready  fob  Use. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  Jor  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

<Toli.n  mriiite   Sl  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OIMAQH,  IRELAND. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  1/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d. 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  GALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


Midland  Railway 


For  your  Summer  Holidays  select  the 
salubrious  Resorts  of  the 


ISLE 
OF 
MAN, 


OR 
THK 


NORTH 
OF 
IRELAND, 


AND  TRAVEL 


Via,  HEYSHAlVr, 


THE  NEW  QI  ICK  ROUTE. 


FAST  TURBINE  AND 
TWIN-SCREW  STEAMERS 


DAILY  SAILINGS  {Sundays  excepted). 


IMPROVED  SERVICE, 
.luLY,  August,  and  September. 


HEVSHAM 

DOUGLAS      ..  .. 

  arr.  6.16 

HEYSHAM     ..  .. 

 arr.  12.15 

HEYSHAM     ..  .. 

..    ..  dep.  11.0  p.m. 

BELFAST  (Donegal  Quay)  . .  arr.  5.30  a.m. 

BELFAST  (Donegal  Quay). .    dep.  9.0  p  m. 

Saturdays,  11.30  p.m. 

HEYSHAM     ..  .. 

. .    . .  air.  4.25  a.m. 

Saturdays,  7.0  a.m. 

ADDITIONAL  SAILINGS  to  and  from  the 
Isle  of  Man  on  Saturdays  and  Mondays,  until 
September  9th  inclusive,  leaving  Heysham  at 
10.0  a.m.  and  Douglas  at  about  4.0  p.m. 

Apply  for  lUiistrated  Guides,  Time  Tables, 
Pocket  Folders,  Ac,  to  any  MIDLAND  Station 
Master,  Agent,  or  District  Superintendent ;  or 
to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby. 

JOHN  MATHIESON,  General  Manager. 
Derbii,  1905. 


BITE-NOT. 

A  new  preparation  for  allaying  the 
irritation  of  insect  bites,  and  for  keeping 
these  pests  away.-Fide  Fishing  Gazette, 
August  19th,  1905,  p.  149. 

Price  1/-  per  bottle.    Double  size,  1/6. 

DUNNING,    Chemist,  VENTNOR. 


o- s  nr  a?  X.  B  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICEESSGILL,   M,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 

York. 


WHALE  B  ONE 

10  inches  long,  8d.,  post  free, 
longer  or  shorter  lengths  supplied. 
ZERIN,    HOTEL    STREET,  LEICESTER. 


Ang'lera  wiBhing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION 

for  Fishing  the  Dove  and  Ixaak  Walton  Oonntry 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

rhe  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

"Wantid"  advU.,  18  ux/rdt.  ed. ;  30  uonU,  It.,  prepaid 

Address :  News  Offlee.  Ashbourne. 
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Toome  on  Aug.  2G.  The  weather  was  unfavourable, 
and  the  turn  out  of  the  members  was  small.  The 
result  of  the  match  wag  that  Mr.  Max  H.  Smith  won 
the  club  cup  and  first  prize ;  Mr.  T.  A.  Morton,  2nd 
prize ;  Mr.  Hanna,  3rd  prize ;  and  Mr.  Moore  4th  prize. 
The  way  in  which  the  floodgates  controlling  the 
surplus  waters  of  the  Erne  were  manipulated  during 
the  recent  spates  kept  the  river  in  bounds  and  in 
fair  trim  for  sport.  The  run  of  salmon  from  the 
lower  reaches  to  those  above  Belleek  was  a  magniQ- 
cent  one,  and  hardly  equalled  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  Above  and  below  Belleek  the  stands 
are  well  populated  with  salmon,  so  that 
sport  is  ensured  till  the  end  of  the  season. 
Trouting  on  the  tributaries  is  pretty  good.  At 
KUkeel  (co.  Down)  Petty  Sessions  last  week  five 
defendants  were  summoned  for  allowing  flax  water 
to  flow  into  the  Antrim  and  Leitrim  rivers.  Fishery 
Inspector  Craig  deposed  to  finding  over  fifty  dead 
sea-trout  near  the  scene  of  the  pollutions.  The 
court  fined  one  defendant  in  10s.  and  costs,  and  the 
others  in  2;.  6d.  and  costs  each.  No  wonder  that 
the  Irish  fisheries  are  going  to  the  doga  when  such 
farcical  fines  are  inflicted. 

West  of  Ireland. 
The  Moy  and  its  tributaries  will  close  to  angling 
on  Sept.  15.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  in 
fair  order.  It  is  claimed  for  Captain  M'Gowan, 
Peterswell,  Loughrea,  that  he  has  established  a 
record  for  fourj  months'  angling  on  the  Corrib. 
During  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  August 
he  killed  384  salmon  and  grilse,  weighing  over  a 
ton,  and  796  trout,  averaging  14oz.  each.  I  have 
already  referred  to  Captain  M'Gowan's  catch  of 
Beventy-eight  sea-trout  in  six  hours. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


Holiday  Season  Tickets. 

CoiniENCiNG  on  Sept.  1,  and  until  Oct.  31,  holiday 
season  tickets  at  reduced  fares,  for  periods  of  one 
week  or  two  weeks,  will  be  issued  to  holders  of 
ordinary  return,  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  long-date 
excursion  tickets.  These  tickets  are  designed  to 
enable  visitors  to  the  respective  watering  places  to 
travel  as  frequently  as  they  please  between  the 
various  places  of  attraction  in  the  neighbourhood. 
If  required  the  passenger's  bicycle  may  be  included 
in  the  season  ticket  at  a  small  additional  charge. 

Particulars  and  conditions  of  issue. — The  holiday 
•3ason  tickets  will  be  issued  to  holders  of  ordinary 
return,  tourist,  fortnightly,  loug-date  week-end, 
and  long-date  excursion  tickets  issued  from  stations 
distant  not  less  than  thirty  miles  from  the  destina- 
tion station  shown  on  the  ticket.  The  hoUday 
season  tickets  will  be  i-.sued  upon  presentation  of 
the  return  halves  of  such  tickets  at  the  stations  and 
offices  as  follows : — Acle,  Aylsham,  Beccles,  Carlton 
Colville,'  Gorton,  Cromer,  Cromer  Town  office,  Dere- 
ham, Gorleston  North,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Gunton, 
Hopton,  Lowestoft  Central,  Lowestoft  North,  Lynn, 
Mundesley  -  on  -  Sea,  North  Walsham,  Norwich 
Thorpe,  Norwich  City  office,  Oulton  Broad,  Paston 
and  Knapton,  Reedham,  Reepham,  St.  Olaves, 
Swaffham,  Wroxham,  Wymondham,  Yarmouth 
South  Town,  and  Yarmouth  Vauxhall.  One-week 
season  tickets  will  be  available  for  seven  days,  and 
two-week  ticketj  for  fourteen  days,  including  the 
days  of  commencement  and  expiry,  and  may  be 
purchased  one  day  in  advance  of  the  date  from 
which  it  is  desired  they  should  commence.  The 
tickets  will  be  available  at  all  intermediate  stations 
within  the  respective  limits,  and  may  be  used  for 
any  number  of  journeys  within  the  period  of 
availability.  A  deposit  of  2s.  6d.  will  be  required 
in  respect  of  each  holiday  season  ticket,  such 
deposit  being  returnable  at  any  station  within  the 
respective  areas  on  surrender  of  the  ticket.  No 
luggage  allowed.  For  further  particulars  apply  to 
Superintendent  of  the  Line. — J.  F.  S.  Gooday, 
General  Ma.nager. 


CLOSE  OF  SEASON  ON  LOCH  LEVEN, 


Rod  fishing  was  closed  on  Loch  Leven  to  the 
public  on  Aug.  31,  after  which  the  usual  special 
competitions  were  held.  While  the  returns  show  a 
Steady  improvement  on  the  past  three  years,  the 
season  up  to  the  middle  of  July  was  an  exceedingly 
poor  one,  the  fishing  in  JOne  being  the  worst  on 
record.  This  disappointing  result  was  due  to  tho 
bright,  dry  weather  which  charactei  ised  the  season 
Up  lo  July,  but  in  the  two  last  weeks  of  that  month 
the  weather  became  moist  and  favourable,  and  from 
being  almost  a  complete  failure  angling  suddenly 
revived,  and  fly  fishers  had  tlie  best  sport  right  on 
to  the  close  of  the  season  for  four  years,  some  of  the 
caUihes,  indeed,  being  above  the  average.  Young 
fisli  were  greatly  in  evidence  throughout  the  season. 


The  angling  prospeats  for  the  future  here  are  much 
brighter  than  they  have  been  since  the  decadence 
of  sport  four  years  ago.  Piko  have  never  been  so 
scarce,  owing  to  the  effective  means  taken  by  the 
association  for  their  ext9rmination.  Only  six  or 
seven  were  got  with  the  rod  during  the  seajon,  tho 
heaviest  being  about  51b.  Tho  numbor  netted  was 
half  that  of  last  year,  their  average  weight  being 
slightly  over  21b.  The  American  weed  is  dying  out, 
and  is  only  to  be  found  in  small  clumps  in  certain 
parts  of  the  loch. 

The  following  table  shows  the  captures  effected 
on  the  loch  for  the  past  six  years,  with  the  averaco 
weight  per  trout,  excluding  the  captures  effected  at 
the  three  special  competitions  in  September  : — 

Ypor  Trout  Average 

captured.  Weight. 

1900    23,431    •6541b. 

1901    17,917    -7441^ 

1902    7,756    1-054  lb. 

1903    1,867    l-3711b. 

1904    5,150    -901  lb. 

1905    8,076    -892  lb. 

The  capture  for  the  past  season,  8076  trout,  is 
barely  half  a  good  average  yield ;  but  the  weight 
per  trout  of  14Joz.  is  ^oz.  heavier.  The  first 
capture  of  the  season  was  made  with  fly  by  Mr. 
J.  J.  Harris,  Kinross,  on  April  7,  when  he  creeled 
five  trout,  6Jlb.  The  heaviest  basket  of  the  season, 
from  a  boat,  was  made  by  Messrs.  J.  and  A. 
Hutshison,  Kirkcaldy,  who  had  fifty-two  trout, 
51  Jib.  Other  two  creels  of  50ib.  were  got. 
Twenty-six  boats  brought  in  201b.  creels  and  up- 
wards, compared  with  seven  last  year.  The  best 
catch  at  a  club  competition  was  made  by  Mr.  J. 
Howe  with  fly  at  the  Kinross-shire  Club  com- 
petition on  July  26,  when  he  creeled  seventeen 
trout,  I81b.  3oz.  Forty  angling  clubs  competed 
and  held  ninety-six  competitions,  at  which  1060 
members  engaged  and  had  the  very  small  average 
weight  per  rod  of  1  lb.  13oz.  The  heaviest  trout 
captured  was  41b.  12oz.,  and  was  the  largest  taken 
for  seven  years. 


LOCH  LEVEN  SPECIAL  COMPETITIONS. 


The  following  competitions  were  held  after  the 
season  closed  to  the  pubUo,  boats  for  which  were 
supplied  free : — 

Patron's  Prize. 

The  members  of  the  Kinross-shire  Fishing  Club 
who  had  secured  a  prize  at  any  of  tlie  four  com- 
petitions held  by  the  club  this  season  compete  1  on 
Friday  (Sept.  1)  for  a  prize  of  two  guineas  presented 
by  Sir  Basil  Montgomery,  Bart.,  the  club  patron. 
Seven  competitors  took  part.  The  day  was  favour- 
able and  good  sport  was  got,  the  catch  bemg  fifty- 
three  trout,  451b.  lloz.  Tne  winner  was  Rev.  Canon 
Holder,  Dundee,  who  had  six  trout,  81b.  13oz. 
Sweepstake  prizes  were  won  by,  first,  Mr.  J.  Fortune, 
Cowdenbeath,  with  eight  trout,  71b.  9oz.,  and  Mr. 
L.  Gray,  with  soven  trout,  71b.  6oz.  Mr.  L.  Gray 
captured  a  fine  trout  of  31b.  6oz. 

Loch  Leven  Championship. 

Thirty- three  angling  clubs  were  found  entitled  to 
each  send  a  representative  to  this  competition, 
having  held  at  least  two  competitions  on  the  loch 
during  the  year  and  engaged  eight  boat-;.  Tlie 
competition  was  held  on  Satuiday,  Sopt.  1,  but 
the  weather,  though  overcast,  was  less  favourable 
than  on  the  previous  day,  the  wind  being  rather 
strong  from  the  south-west.  Tlie  total  capture  was 
142  trout,  1341b.  The  prize  of  four  guineas  was 
awarded  Mr.  Wm.  Watson,  Cowdenbeath,  who 
represented  the  Fifeshire  Club ;  his  catch  was 
eleven  trout,  101b.  6oz.  Mr.  Watson  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  fly  fishers  on  the  loch;  he  is  a 
member  of  three  angling  clubs,  and  seldom  fails  to 
find  a  place  in  the  prize  list  at  the  competitions 
held  by  these  clubs.  Sweepstake  prizes  were 
awarded :  1st,  Mr.  A.  Morrison,  Rowbank  Club, 
eight  trout,  91b.  loz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  S.  Emslie,  Dundee 
Westend  Club,  six  trout,  71b.  lOoz  ;  3rd,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Cameron,  Glasgow  Wanderers'  Club,  six  trout, 
71b.  6oz.  Mr.  Morrison  captured  the  heaviest  trout, 
which  weighed  31b.  2oz. 

Boatmen's  Competition. 
The  last  of  the  rod  fishing  on  the  loch  for  this 
year  took  place  on  Monday,  when  the  boatmen 
competed,  about  £25  being  subscribed  by  anglers 
for  the  event,  a  number  of  useful  articles  being  also 
given.  In  keeping  with  its  usual  character  at  this 
competition,  the  weather  was  stormy  from  a  strong 
gusty  wind  from  the  west,  and  sport  was  rather 
pjor,  the  catch  being  fifty-eight  trout,  531b.  4oz. 
Prize-winners :  1st,  John  Beveridge,  three  trout, 
51b.  7oz. ;  2nd,  Robert  McLaggan,  four  trout, 
4lb,  13oz. ;  3rd,  Lawrence  Scott,  four  trout, 
31b,  15oz.  For  heaviest  trout,  John  Beveridge, 
31b.  IJoz.    Other  prizes  were  awarded. 

BoBKRX  B.  Laxnq. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  oxvr  Correspondents.] 

MR.  HALL  RE  TURN-DOWN  EYED  HOOKS. 

Sir, — When  a  gentleman  deliberately  goes  out 
of  his  way  to  tread  on  another  gentleman's  coat- 
tail  he  should  not  bo  confounded  with  t'j  >  much 
"  amazement  "  if  tho  owner  of  tho  injured  sartorial 
appendage  expresses  his  appreciation  in  unmistak- 
able terras. 

I  must  plead  guilty  to  being  so  "absurdly  sen- 
sitive "  as  to  resent  attempts,  real  or  apparent,  to 
minimise  or  filch  from  me  the  authorship  of  tlie 
Turn- down-eyed  hook — the  greatest  boon,  as  I 
believe  it  will  be  hereafter  acknowledged,  ever 
bestowed  upon  fly-fishers,  and  which  I  desire  to 
bequeath  to  them  as  my  legacy,  and  mine  only. 
In  another  generation  it  seems  probable  that 
nothing  else  will  be  used,  and  already  the  propor- 
tion of  fly-fishers  who  have  become  converts  would 
surprise  Mr.  Hall.  I  spend  2  or  3  montks  every 
year  fly-fishing  in  Scotland  or  Ireland,  visiting 
for  that  purpose  many  of  the  principal  angling 
hotels,  and  every  year  I  find  the  Turn-down-eyed 
hook  more  and  more  used  and  especially  by  "  ex- 
perts." Take  as  an  illustration  the  hotel  from 
which  this  letter  is  dated, — one  of  the  most  im- 
portant fly-fishing  centres  in  Ireland,  and  where  a 
hundred  or  more  white-trout  are  not  infrequently 
to  be  seen  laid  out  on  the  steps  as  the  day's  catch. 
Well,  Sir,  of  the  dozen  gentlemen  —  all  pScheura 
serieux — who  were  fishing  from  here  last  week 
every  single  one  was  (I  write  from  personal  ac- 
quaintance or  equally  reliable  knowledge)  using  my 
eyed  hooks — or  what  professed  to  be  such. 

When,  therefore,  Mr.  Hall  courteously  says  that 
"  no  one  cares  a  button  "  about  matters  of  fact  or 
fiction  relating  to  the  real  authorship  of  the  hooks, 
it  is  permissible  perhaps  to  hope  that  the  observa- 
tion would  not  be  altogether  endorsed  by  fly-fishers 
generally.  .  .  .  Anyhow  it  is  evident  Mr.  HaU, 
himself,  does  not  care  a  button ;  and  there  the 
matter  may  rest  (if  he  likes)  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned.— I  am.  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

Recess  Hotel,  Connemara. 


DISENCHANTING  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  note  on  the  letter 
re  fishing  at  Ardara  you  express  a  wish  that  other 
anglers  should  give  their  experiences  of  Donegal. 
I  was  asked  by  a  friend  in  Paris  (well-known  at  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club)  to  advise  him  where  to  go  for  a 
fishing  trip  in  Ireland  with  some  friends,  and  if 
possible  to  accompany  them.  I  thought  of  several 
places  in  Ireland  that  I  knjw  well,  but  came  to  tho 
conclusion  that  at  this  late  season  of  the  year  it 
was  better  to  go  to  some  place  where  sea-trout 
were  numerous,  and  having  heard  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery  we  decided  to  give  it  a  trial. 

I  arrived  at  Hanlon's  Hotel,  Dungloe,  on  Aug.  13, 
and  found  that  it  was  crammed  with  fishermen, 
none  of  whom,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  had  had  any 
sport.  As  the  place  seemed  overcrowded,  and  1 
expected  my  friends  to  join  me  next  day,  I  moved 
on  to  Bortonport,  where  we  have  found  most  com- 
fortable quarters  at  Sweeny's  Hotel.  The  rooms 
are  large,  airy,  and  very  clean,  and  the  food  good. 
During  the  first  week  we  fished  many  of  the  lakes 
about  here,  but  none  of  us  hooked  a  sea-trout 
even,  and  our  total  bag  consisted  of  a  few  small 
brownies,  which  under  happier  auspices  would  have 
been  returned  to  the  water.  I  saw  otie  white  trout, 
and  heard  of  two  others  being  killed  ! 

Undoubtedly  tliis  is  a  bad  season  everywhere, 
but  even  so  there  has  in  the  opinion  of  the 
natives  been  enough  rain  to  bring  the  trout  into 
the  lakes,  but  they  are  e\  idently  not  there,  at  least 
in  any  numbers.  Either  the  fish  are  not  on  the 
coast  or,  as  I  greatly  fear,  poaching  has  prevented 
them  from  entering  the  laies.  Of  course,  this  is 
very  difficult  to  prove,  but  as  nearly  all  the  small 
streams  that  feed  these  lakes  are  only  a  few  feet 
wide,  and  in  many  cases  Uttle  more  than  a  ditch, 
it  is  easy  to  conceive  what  a  temptation  it  is  to 
poor  peasants  living  on  the  spot  to  put  a  bit  of  net 
across  or  round  a  stream,  and  so  secure  the  whole 
run  of  fish.  I  heard,  mdeed,  of  sixty-tliree  sea- 
trout  being  taken  in  this  way  one  night,  though 
this  was  told  me  sub  rosd,  und,  of  course,  it  may 
not  be  entirely  correct.  Still,  from  inquiries  I  have 
made  I  am  satisfied  that  a  good  deal  of  quiet 
poaching  goes  on,  and  that  this  may  in  some  degree 
account  for  the  dearth  of  sea-trout. 

At  any  rate,  our  experiences  show  that  the 
flaming  accounts  of  sport  in  Donegal  wliich  have 
lately  been  published  in  the  Fishmj  Gazette,  Daily 
Mail,  Sporting  Times,  and  other  pape.«  should  be 
largely  discounted  by  EngUsh  anglers  if  they  wish 
to  avoid  disappointment,  and  I  think  that  thoa^ 
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who,  for  advertising  purposes,  procured  the  writing 
of  such  highly-coloured  accounts  are  ill  advised  in 
their  own  interests,  as  those  who  have  been  induced 
to  come  here  by  these  means,  and  have  found  things 
other  than  they  have  been  represented,  will  scarcely 
be  induced  to  come  again,  and  will  tell  others  their 
experiences. 

The  fee  for  fishing  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses  Fishery 
is  25s.  a  week,  and  this  with  £  1  for  salmon  lie  ence, 
hire  of  cars  to  and  from  the  lakes,  and  boats  and 
boatmen  makes  it  by  no  means  a  cheap  fishing 
—  one  would  not  grudge  this  if  the  sport  was 
really  good,  but  when  there  are  nearly  twenty  rods 
at  Dungloe  and  nearly  as  many  at  CroUy  Bridge, 
and  the  total  catch  of  white  trout  for  the  week 
is  under  the  dozen  (I  have  been  unable  to  get  the 
exact  amount,  but  from  all  I  can  learn  I  fancy  this 
is  about  the  total),  one  can  hardly  say  that  the 
game  is  woith  the  candle. 

I  should  say  in  this  connection  that  on  writing  to 
Mr.  Herdsman,  the  lessee  of  the  fishing,  to  represent 
that  we  had  had  absolutely  no  sport  in  return  for 
our  outlay,  he  very  kindly  at  once  extended  our 
permission  during  the  rest  of  our  stay.  Indeed, 
both  from  Mr.  Herdsman  and  the  management  of 
the  fishery  we  have  received  the  utmost  civility 
and  kindness,  and  therefore  it  may  seem  rather 
ungracious  to  give  an  adverse  report  of  this  fi  hery, 
but  I  feel  reluctantly  compelled  to  do  so  in  the 
interest  of  the  many  anglers  who,  having  but  one 
holiday  in  the  year,  natiu-ally  aie  anxious  to  employ 
it  to  the  best  advantage.  For  myself  I  have  fishing 
of  my  own  and  leisure  to  go  where  I  like,  and  my 
remarks  are  therefore  entii  ely  disintei  ested,  and  I 
am  too  old  an  angler  to  expect  to  find  that  all  is  as 
repiesented  in  a  "  fishing  pa:adi  e." 

The  adveitisement  speaks  of  one  hundred  lakes 
in  this  neighbourhood,  and  I  should  think  this  is 
probably  correct  from  the  immense  number  of  lakes 
marked  on  the  maps,  but  only  a  few  of  them  have 
boats,  and  many  are  fishless. 

What  strikes  one  as  surpri-ing  i?  the  w>  nderf ul 
ignorance  about  tlie  lakes  expre-sed,  or,  at  least, 
pretended  to,  by  the  people  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood. I  fished  some  most  promising  looking 
little  lakes  the  otiier  day  for  several  hours,  and  was 
told  afterwards  by  peasants  living  on  the  shore 
that  there  were  no  fish  there  of  any  kind  but  eels  ! 
And  if  you  ask  the  carmen  or  neighbours  if  there 
are  fish  in  any  particular  lake,  they  answer  at  once, 
"  Sure,  I  don't  know.  I  don't  think  there  is.  I 
never  saw  anyone  fishing  it."  Remarks  like  these 
somewhat  detract  from  the  pleasures  of  exploring 
imknown  waters. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  two  of  the  lakes  in 
this  district  have  been  stocked  with  rainbows,  and 
that  one  of  the  e  on  the  Island  of  Arranmore 
contains  seme  fine  fish.  This  lake  belongs  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  a  small  charge  of 
2s.  (id.  a  day  is  made  for  fishing  it. 

The  sea  fi  hing  is  fairly  good.  A  number  of 
pollack  can  be  got,  but  not  so  large  as  lower  down 
the  coast — as  ia  Connemara  and  Vulentia — and  there 
are  plenty  of  mackei el.  Seals  are  very  numerous, 
and  apparently  very  tame.  I  have  seen  five  or  six 
at  pretty  close  quarters  almost  every  day  that  I 
have  been  sea  fishing. 

I  have  given  as  accurate  an  account  of  my  experi- 
ences as  I  can,  and  only  regret  that  I  am  unable 
to  speak  more  favourably  of  what  is  undoubtedly 
avery  iiiteresting  country,  though  not  perhaps  such 
a  "fishing  paradi  e"  as  is  repiesented  by  the 
articles  I  have  referred  to. — Yours  truly,  ' 

Glanbhos. 


"WILD  TURKEY"   AND  HIS  ORIGINAL  (?) 
CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  SHOOTING 
AND  FISHING. 

Deae  Sib, — Owing  to  some  of  my  papers  having 
gone  astray  while  I  was  travelling,  I  have  only  just 
received  the  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  which 
contains  "Wild  Turkey's"  "explanation"  (save 
the  mark !)  as  to  why  he  forwarded  to  Shooting  and 
Fishing,  New  York,  as  an  article  originally  written 
by  himself  an  article  upon  the  'J  ana  river,  Fin- 
marken,  which  1  wiote  for  the  Field,  and  which 
appeared  in  that  paper  on  March  22,  1902. 

1  confess  I  do  not  share  Mr.  Humphrey's  belief 
in  the  good  faith  of  his  contributor,  and  without 
attempting  to  put  too  fine  apoint  upon  it,  I  consider 
the  "  explanation "  of  his  conduct  given  by  the 
latter  as  a  tissue  of  humbug.  While  confessing 
that  he  "  pirated  "  the  article  in  question,  "  Wild 
Turkey  "  endeavours  to  ciualify  this  admission  by 
saying  that  he  did  so  through  carelessness  and  so 
foith  ;  a  comparison  of  his  article  as  it  appeared  in 
Shooting  and  Fishing  with  the  one  in  the  Field  shows 
plainly  that  he  did  so  with  careful  deUberation. 
If  these  are  the  utmost  literary  heights  to  which 
"  Wild  Turkey  "  can  attain,  I  should  advise  his 
trying  some  other  lino ;  it  will  obviate  his  writing 
any  more lamo  and  impotent  "explanations,"  and 
will  save  him — when  found  out,  as  aasuredly  h© 


will  be — from  the  wrath  of  editors  whom  he  wilfully 
deceives.  His  methods,  as  exemplified  in  the  present 
instance,  are  much  too  crude  for  this  world.  He 
comes  across  an  article  in  an  English  paper  upon 
some  locality  to  which  he  imagines  such  interest 
may  attach  as  will  induce  some  guileless  editor  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Herring  Pond  to  accept  as 
original  if  sent  in  by  him  without  acknowledgment 
of  the  source  from  which  he  obtained  it.  He  then 
copies  out  the  whole  article,  making  only  a  few 
insignificant  alterations  in  the  wording  here  and 
there,  and  in  order  to  induce  the  idea  that  he  has 
personally  visited  the  locality  in  question,  he  inter- 
polates such  an  expression  as,  "  at  least  it  was  so 
when  I  visited  the  country  four  years  ago."  When, 
I  wonder,  did  Mr.  Humphrey's  contributor  visit 
the  Tana  ?  Was  it  four  years  ago,  as  suggested  in 
his  article,  or  was  it  "ten  or  twelve  "  years  ago,  as 
he  says  in  his  explanation,  or  did  he  ever  do  so  ? 
It  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  somewhat  remarkable 
that  he  has  not  a  single  original  remark  to  make 
upon  a  locality  so  full  of  interest !  So  intimate  am 
I  with  the  conditions  in  these  parts  that  with  very 
little  trouble  I  can  verify  or  disprove  any  statement 
upon  this  point  he  may  choose  to  make. 

By  what  mental  process  "  Wild  Turkey  "  arrives 
at  the  conclusion  that  of  all  those  interested  in 
this  matter  he  is  the  one  most  to  be  pitied,  I  fail  to 
understand,  unless  it  prove  that  the  discovery  of 
his  singularly  inartistic  methods  of  piracy  induces 
a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  generotisly  disposed 
editors  to  accept  his  contributions  in  future.  That 
would  indeed  be  "  hard,"  but  then  "  Wild  Turkey  " 
would  be  compensated  in  some  degree  with  the 
knowledge  that  no  more  of  his  articles  would  be 
"  pirated,"  as  he  states  has  been  the  caae  on  former 
occasions. 

It  seems  hardly  likely  that  this  is  the  only  time 
that  "  Wild  Turkey  "  has  sinned  in  like  manner, 
and  I  look  forward  with  some  interest  to  looking 
over  the  pages  of  Shooting  and  Fishing  for  other 
contributions  over  his  signature,  and  comparing 
them  with  articles  upon  the  same  subjects  which 
originally  appeared  in  the  periodicals  which  he 
himself  suggests — namely,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Land 
and  Water,  and  the  Field. — I  remain,  dear  sir. 

The  Writer  of  the  Article,  "  Inner 
Finmarken,  the  Tana  River,"  which 
appeared  in  the  Field     March  22,  1902. 
North  Scania,  Sweden,  Aug.  24,  1905. 

f  If  the  Editor  of  Shooting  and  Fishing,  New  York, 
will  send  me  cuttings  of  other  articles  sent  to  him 
by  "  Wild  Turkey  "  I  will  send  them  to  my  corre- 
spondent.— Ed.] 


A  NOTE  FROM  THE  EDEN. 

Dear  Mr.  Marstojst, — I  am  sorry  I  should  in 
any  way  have  misled  anglers  in  reference  to  the 
Eden  at  Carlisle,  and  I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Baxter 
and  "  J.  E.  B."  for  correcting  me  in  reference  to 
the  name  of  the  noble  Duke  who  gives  the  right  to 
fish  to  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association. 

I  wrote  from  memory,  and  as  I  gave  the  licence 
to  fish  (for  which  I  paid  5s.)  to  the  watcher,  I 
cannot  now  refer  to  it.  Mr.  Baxter  is  no  doubt 
correct  about  the  fishing,  and  in  saying  that  "It  is 
at  times  good,  and  at  times  miserably  bad,"'  uses 
words  which  will  apply  to  even  the  best  of  our 
rivers.  I  have  no  desire  or  intention  to  enter  into 
any  controversy  on  the  subject.  My  note  to  you 
was  not  intended  for  publication  en  bloc,  but  is 
fairly  correct,  I  think. 

Your  readers  who  are  looking  for  cheap  fishing 
miglit  do  much  worse  than  try  the  Eden.  I  am 
sure  that  they  will  meet  with  every  assistance  and 
courtesy  from  their  brother  anglers  in  Carlisle. — 
Yovirs  faithfully,  John  Jas.  Hardy. 


FISHING  NEAR  CARLISLE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  "  Occasional  Notes  " 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  26  Mr.  Hardy  says 
that  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  some  fishing  in  the 
Eden  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carlisle,  which  is 
fiee.  I  think  Mr.  Hardy  is  mistaken.  He  must  be 
referring  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  fishery,  which 
is  situated  at  Carlisle,  and  which  is  leased  by  my 
association,  so  as  you  see  the  water  is  not  free,  and 
anyone  fishing  same  require  our  ticket,  also  the 
licence,  which  will  cost  him  5s.  per  week,  in  addition, 
unless  he  is  a  resident.  I  should  not  like  to  see 
anyone  come  to  Carlisle  and  be  disappointed.  — 
Yours  truly,  H.  H.  Hodgkinson, 

Hon.  Sec.  Carlisle  AngUng  Association. 

SMALL  PORCELAIN  ROD  RINGS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  inform  me  whether  it  is 
possible  to  obtain  rod  rings  of  trout  size  in  porcelain 
or  other  hard  material  ?  I  know  about  Dale's  rings 
( which  are  fitted  to  my  pike  rod ) ,  but  I  want  something 
flimilar,  only  on  a  much  smaller  scale,  for  trout.  To 
those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  "  shooting  the  line," 
the  ordinary  bridge  ring  wears  very  rapidly,  and 


consequently  the  line  suffers  materially.  Would 
it  not  be  possible  to  procure  the  ordinary  brass 
bridge  ring  with  the  inner  side  coated  with  the 
enamel  surface  so  common  in  use  on  advertisement 
hoardings  ?  This  surface  seems  very  hard  and 
steely,  and  so  would  probably  wear  like  porcelain. 
What  do  you  think  ?  Some  time  ago  you  noticed 
a  material  for  sujh  a  purpose,  but  I  cannot  find  the 
reference  now. 

Re  unbleached  gut.  You  are  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  your  readers  for  your  exertions  in  this 
matter.  I  trust  that  when  it  is  put  on  the  market 
it  will  be  possible  to  procure  it  in  hank  form  as 
well  as  tied  up  in  casts,  for  many  anglers  prefer 
to  tie  their  own.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Messrs. 
AUcock  will  note  this,  and  give  anglers  a  choice  in 
the  matter. — Yours  faithfully, 

Belfast.  Harry  R.  Douglas. 

[I  believe  that  Mr.  Dale  supplies  small  rings,  ar,d 
also  that  Messrs.  Farlow  do.  I  fear  it  would  be 
difficult  to  enamel  rings  as  Mr.  Douglas  suggests. 
I  have  seen  very  small  and  light  ivory  rings,  but  I 
do  not  believe  ivory  will  not  wear  info  grooves  and 
be  as  bad  for  the  line  as  brass  rings.  The  Ame  icans 
and  Messrs.  Hardy  and  Messrs.  Allcock  and  other 
makers  now  use  small  cornelian  rings. — Ed.) 

MALLOCH'S  "SUN  AND  PLANET"  REEL. 

Dear  Sib, — Being  the  lucky  posiessor  of  a  "  Sun 
and  Planet"  reel,  which  I  have  used  constantly  for 
a  good  many  seasons,  I  am  simply  writing  to  say 
that  this  reel  has  given  me  every  satisfaction,  and 
I  have  never  been  hung  up  during  the  rush  of  a 
heavy  fish,  as  the  reel  never  over-runs ;  neither 
have  I  ever  known  it  to  jam  at  any  time.  This 
reel  has  seen  a  lot  of  hard  work,  especially  when 
trolling  for  pike,  as  in  a  boat  a  reel  somehow 
generally  receives  a  good  many  unavoidable  kicks, 
etc.  This  reel  was  given  to  me  in  1886  by  my 
father  when  I  was  in  India,  who  had  used  it  for  , 
mahseer  fishing  two  or  three  seasons  at  least.  The 
above  I  consider  to  be  a  real  good  test  of  the 
stability  and  working  quality  for  the  reel  that  ^ 
"R.  L."  was  inquiring  for  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Aug.  12. — Yours  truly,  W.  Rous  Kemp. 

"IN  A  FIRST-CLASS  NON-SMOKER." 

Dear  Sir, — The  story  j'ou  gave  in-  your  "  Occa- 
sional Notes,"  headed  as  above,  in  your  issue  of 
Aug.  26,  brings  to  my  mind  a  similar  story,  of  many 
years'  standing,  which  permit  me  to  tell,  for  the 
amusement  of  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  scene  (as  in  your  story)  opens  with  the  inside 
view  of  a  non-smoker  first-class  carriage,  in  which 
are  seated  only  two  individuals,  directly  opposite 
each  other,  one  being  a  very  big  swell  indeed  and 
the  other  an  Eton  boy.  The  loity  swell  had  pro- 
duced his  cigar  case,  without  so  much  as,  "  by  your 
leave"  to  his  vis-d-vis,  who  took  it  all  in,  quietly, 
and  determined  upon  reading  that  swell  a  lesson. 

Waiting  till  the  cigar  was  lightsd,  the  Etonian 
calmly  remarked — 

"  Sir,  I  object !    This  is  not  a  smoking  carriage." 

"  Do  you  indeed  ?  " 

"  Yes.  I  do  indeed,  sir,  and  if  you  don't  pitch 
your  cigar  out  of  the  window,  I  shall  report  you  at 
the  next  station." 

"Are  you  in  earnest?"  said  the  heavy  swell, 
smiling  in  spite  of  himself  at  the  sangfroid  of  the 
youth. 

"I  certainly  am,  sir,"  replied  the  lad,  imperturb- 
ably. 

Very  good  humouredly  the  heavy  swell  did  as  he 
was  told,  and  lay  back  in  his  seat,  resigned,  and 
beaten. 

Presently,  the  Eton  boy,  placing  his  hand  in  his 
pocket,  produced  his  own  cigar  case  ;  and,  placing 
between  his  teeth  a  good  cigar,  struck  a  light  and 
proceeded  to  enjoy  himself. 

This  proceeding  naturally  enraged  the  swell,  who 
indignantly  asked  what  the  deuce  he  meant,  and 
informed  him  that  if  he  did  not  give  up  smoking 
instantly,  he  would  fiad  himself  reported,  at  the 
next  station.  To  which  the  youth  replied  that  as 
he  himself  had  smoked,  and  as  by  smoking  he  had 
already  broken  the  bye-law,  he  had  put  himself 
completely  out  of  court.  I  think  the  story  ends  by 
the  swell  laughing  heartily  at  his  own  complete 
discomfiture,  and  lighting  up  a  weed  to  replace  the 
one  he  had  chucked  away. 

The  similarity  of  the  two  stories  is  my  excuse  for 
introducing  what  is  hardly  a  fishing  story. — Youra 
truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  DORKING  AND 

GUILDFORD. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  pleased  if  I  could  obtain 
through  the  medium  of  your  paper  any  information 
as  to  good  coarse  fishing,  particularly  pike,  to  be 
had  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dorking  and  Guild- 
ford.—Yours  truly,  A.  T.  Ransfobd. 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


A  Few  New  Zealand  Trout  Eggs  Hatched. 
Br'  ^iK.  A.  Severn  managed  to  save  about  a  dozen 
|F  of  the  3000  New  Zealand  trout  eggs  which  he 
received,  which  proves  that  trout  eggs  can  be  sent 
alive  from  New  Zealand  to  this  country  as  well  as 
from  this  country  to  New  Zealand.  I  hope  Mr. 
Severn  may  be  able  to  rear  the  fish,  but  the  chances 
are  all  against  it,  I  fear. 

"  Bibury  Fishery, 
"Near  Fairford,  Gloucestershire. 
"  Dear  SiE,-^Since  you  wrote  to  me  I  have 
batched  a  few  of  the  ova.    The  number  of  alevins 
at  the  present  moment  in  the  hatching- box  is 
fourteen,  and  they  seem  to  be  doing  well,  although 
they  were  rather  weaker  at  first  than  I  care  to  see. 
These  eggs  hatched  on  Aug.  28  and  29.  Probably 
three  more  will  hatch.    All  the  rest,  except  one 
which  hatched  this  morning  (Sept.  5),  went  bad. 
•  Very  possibly  the  rough  passage  affected  them.' — 
Yours  faithfully,  "  A.  Severn." 

Dry-fly  Casting,  etc.,  at  the  Chicago  Tournament. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  account  given  elsewhere 
of  the  tournament  there  was  a  dry-fly  casting  com- 
petition at  the  recent  Chicago  affair.  In  extracting 
the  report  from  the  long  account  in  the  American 
Field  I  have  retained  the  particulars  of  the  rules, 
etc.,  as  I  am  sure  they  will  interest  many  anglers 
on  this  side. 

The  following  comments  on  the  tournament  are 
from  Foreid  and  Stream  : — 

"The  Chicago  Touekament. 

"  The  Chicago  Fly-Casting  Tournament,  held  at 
Garfield  Lake,  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  Aug.  18 
and  19,  was  well  attended,  and  resulted  in  making 
new  world's  records  in  several  of  the  competitions. 
In  the  long  distance  fly-casting  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  of 
New  York,  broke  all  records  with  a  cast  of  120ft., 
outdi.Htancing  by  2ft.  Reuben  Leonard,  who  took 
second.  The  score  of  Mr.  Mills  was  by  9ft.  better 
than  the  club  record  cast  of  111ft.,  made  by  Mr. 
Mansfield,  of  San  Francisco. 

"Mr.  Leonard  took  the  long-distance  salmon 
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casting  trophy  with  a  score  of  141ft.  The  world's 
record  in  this  is  a  cast  of  150ft.,  by  Enright,  of 
England,  and  the  previous  American  record  was  the 
145ft.  cast  by  Hiram  Hawes.  Mr.  Leonard  would 
have  exceeded  his  actual  performance  had  he  been 
unhampered  ;  there  was  not  sufficient  space  behind 
him,  and  each  time  he  was  impeded  by  striking  the 
bushes  in  the  rear. 

"  In  bait-casting,  for  delicacy  and  accuracy,  Mr. 
H.  G.  Hascall  broke  the  world's  record  with  a 
score  of  98  1-15,  closely  pressed  by  Mr.  Leonard 
and  William  Stanley,  of  Chicago,  who  tied  on  98. 

"The  weather  was  favourable  on  both  days;  a 
shower  interfered  with  the  first  event  of  Friday,  but 
otherwise  the  days  were  beautiful.  Everything 
passed  off  smoothly.  The  club  deserves  unstinted 
praise  for  the  perfection  of  arrangements  and  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  the  meet  was  conducted. 

"The  number  of  competitors  was  unprecedented, 
sixty-two  taking  part  in  the  first  event ;  and  the 
work  throughout  was  of  high  average.  There  were 
many  fair  contestants,  the  most  skilful  of  whom, 
Mrs.  Bartholomew,  of  Kalamazoo,  rivalled  the  men. 

"  There  was  a  notable  difference  in  the  styles  of 
the  Eastern  and  Western  casters.  In  bait-casting 
the  Western  men  cast  with  the  bait  woimd  up  close 
to  the  tip  of  the  rod,  while  the  New  Yorkers  had 
the  bait  from  a  foot  to  18in.  away  from  the  tip. 
In  fly-casting  there  was  much  more  vim  to  the 
Eastern  casts,  with  less  dependence  on  the  wind  to 
carry  out  the  line. 

"It  was  impossible  to  complete  the  work  in  two 
days,  and  the  sixth  eVent  was  postponed  to  Sunday 
morning.  Very  many  competitors  left  the  city  on 
Saturday  night,  and  the  event  was  in  consequence 
not  well  filled.  There  were  some  who  objected  to 
casting  on  Sunday. 'i 

"The  Thames,  Where  to  Fish  and  How," 

is  the  title  of  a  new  illustrated  work  by  Mr.  F. 
H.  Amphlett,  author  of  "The  Lower  and  Mid 
Thames,"  etc.,  which  has  just  been  published, 
price  Is.,  by  Mr.  John  Dicks,  Effingham  House, 
Arundel-street,  Strand.  Mr.  Amphlett  knows  the 
Thames  better  than  most  anglers  do,  and  being  a 
very  good  all-round  angler  himself  adds  greatly 
to  the  value  of  his  most  useful  work,  which  not 
only  describes  the  chief  swims  between  Kew  and 
Marlow,  but  also  has  chapters  on  some  of  the 
higher  reaches.  More  than  250  of  the  chief  fishing 
spots,  or  "swims"  as  they  are  called,  on  the 
Thames  are  dealt  with  by  Mr.  Amphlett,  and  there 
are  many  illustrations  of  attractive  bits  of  Thames 
scenery.  Mr.  Aniphlett  writes,  of  course,  not  for 
those  who  know  the  Thames,  but  for  those  who  do 
not,  yet  would  like  to  pay  it  a  visit  now  and  then, 
and  to  all  such  I  can  confidently  recommend  it. 
Those  who  have  fished  the  Thames  only  in  the 
summer,  when  the  boating  and  other  holiday 
Thames  frequenter  is  in  full  force,  would  do  well 
to  take  Mr.  Amphlett's  advice  and  try  the  river 
in  the  late  autumn  and  winter.  His  advice  as  to 
tackle,  baits,  and  methods  is  always  good  and  to 
the  point. 

Weather  and  Fishing  in  Switzerland. 

"Benwyan"  kindly  sends  me  this  extract  from 
a  letter  lately  received  from  Switzerland  by  him:  — 

"The  weather  is  wonderfully  cool,  almost  cold 
in  the  mornings,  but  the  rain  is  terrible:  deluges 
of  it.  Stockalper  and  Grand  Vaudois  quite  unfish- 
able  ;  Rhone  also  very  high. 

"  I  fished  the  Eaufroide  three  afternoons,  from 
four  to  seven.  Got  two  trout  on  a  small  March 
Brown  first  day,  largest  only  nine  inches,  and  had 
rises  from  some  nice  yellow  fellows,  rolling  over 
the  dropper,  where  the  trench  joins  the  stream. 
Wormers  are  always  fishing  here.  Next  day  the 
stream  was  much  too  high  and  discoloured.  Tried 
spinning  and  large  flies:  no  result.  Yesterday 
water  no  clearer.  Got  one,  only  8jin.  long,  on  an 
Alder  tail  fly,  and  at  the  same  time  a  smaller  trout 
on  a  March  Brown  dropper. 

"  I  fished  the  Orbe  once,  saw  but  few  rises,  and 
only  got  one  minute  trout.  One  day  I  got  a  nine- 
inch  trout  in  the  stream  above  Yverdon,  and  several 
fair-sized  chub. 

"  There  are  some  fine  fish  at  the  mouth  of  the 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  (or  2/4  In  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
Hy  H.  G.  McClellnnd.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  tubiect."—Fi»hi7tg  Oaiettc 
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Thiele,  but  they  are  v^ry  phy.  Ydu's^e  them  on 
a  fine  day  lazily  baskirtg.  'J?hero  outjht  to  be  any 
amount  of  good  trout  and  jjr^yling  iri  thin  riter 
after  freshets,  but  it  is  noW  ^oaclred  worse  than 
ever.  Twice  I  saw  three  fellows  hard  at  it  netting 
the  river,  on  hearing  of  which  local  fishermen 
shrugged  their  shoulders!  I  wonder  if  Yverdon 
possesses  even  a  gendarme." 

Sad  State  of  the  Chichester  Canal. 
If  our  Chichester  correspondent  is  correct,  and  we 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  it,  it  is  surely  time  some 
general  action  was  taken.  There  is  nothing  more 
deadly  to  fish  life  and  all  aquatic  life  than  refuse 
from  gasworks,  and  it  appears  that  this  in  large 
quantities  has  been  turned  into  the  old  basin  of 
the  canal  — of  course,  killing  the  fish  and  poiponing 
the  water  for  human  or  animal  use.  It  is  surely 
time  a  law  was  passed  to  prevent  gas  companies 
passing  their  refuse  either  directly  or  indirectly 
into  any  river  or  lake.  A  ton  of  ordinary  sewage 
is  not  so  bad  as  a  gallon  of  this  refuse  gas  water. 

The  late  Mr.  Andrew  Smith. 
It  was  with  much  regret  that  I  heard  from  Mr. 
E.  M.  Tod  of  the  death  of  that  well-kno«-n  angler, 
and  friend  of  anglers,  Mr.  Andrew  Smith,  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  worked  so  hard  in  getting  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  Bill  for  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland 
passed— I  believe  he  got  no  less  than  10  000 
signatures  to  the  petition  in  favour  of  the  BilL 
Next  week  I  hope  to  give  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Smith, 
with  some  notes  about  him  by  our  old  and  esteemed 
contributor  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod. 


Good  Sport  on  the  Bann  at  Kilrea. 

In  a  note  from  Mr.  Daniel  O'Fee,  received 
Sept.  14,  I  am  glad  to  hear  he  reports  that  the 
Bann  fishing  is  improving  at  last : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  wish  you  had  been  on 
the  Bann  just  now  instead  of  in  July,  as  I  am 
certain  you  would  have  had  some  sport.  I  have 
not  seen  more  autumn  fish  for  many  past  years 
below  the  eel  weirs  and  on  the  reach  above  the 
weir  wall.  As  you  will  see  from  my  report  they 
are  taking  freely,  and  are  likely  to  continue.  I  am 
of  opinion  what  is  to  come  of  the  season  will 
be  dry,  and  the  river  will  continue  falling,  and 
this  will  improve  angling." 


Fly  Casting  at  Chicago— Success  of  Mr.  E.J.  Mills. 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  Xeiv  York  Herald 
that  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  who  competed  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament  last  year,  recently  won"  the 
diamond  trophy  for  long  distance  fly  casting 
against  seven  competitors  in  the  Chicago  Fly 
Casting  Club's  Tournament  at  Garfield  Park.  Mr. 
Mills'  longest  cast  was  119  feet  8  inches,  or  40  yards 
all  but  4  inches.  His  closest  competitor  was  his 
partner,  Mr.  Reuben  Leonard,  the  maker  of  the 
celebrated  split-cane  rods,  who  cast  118  feet.  I 
hope  to  give  particulars  of  the  weight  and  length 
of  rod. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  further 
reports,  which  are  given  elsewhere. 


Mr.  Harry  Mear. 
Members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  and  many 
other  anglers  will  hear  with  much  regret  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Harry  Mear,  who  was  so  much  liked 
by  all  for  his  kindly  genial  nature  and  keen  interest 
in  all  matters  relating  to  fishing. 

A  "Salmon  Fishing  Piscary"  to  Let  in  Sweden. 

Mr.  Carl  Stenberg  advertises  what  he  calls  a 
"  Salmon  Fishing  Piscary  "  as  to  let  in  our  columns. 

Another  Fly-Scarer. 
WTien  fishing  in  Wales  recently  I  found  the 
common  housefly  an  awful  pest  on  the  Elwy,  and 
the  common  midge  ditto  on  the  Oedr.  At  Bettws-y- 
Coed  I  asked  'Six.  Parry,  the  chemist,  who  is  him- 
self an  angler,  if  he  had  any  stuff  for  keeping 
midges  off,  and  he  recommended  "  Fliege-scheue," 
or  "fly-scarer."  I  was  not  able  to  try  it  for 
midges,  as  the  gales  we  had  in  N.  Wal'^s 
on  the  Conway  blew  all  flies  away  from  the 
water,  including  artificial  salmon  flies  ;  but  I  found 
it  afterwards  very  useful  in  keeping  off  the  house- 
flies  so  common  on  some  rivers. 

B.  B.  Mabston. 
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IN  THE  VALE  OF  EVESHAM. 


1 '  r^v^^ 

Of  the  no  any  curious  problems  that  assail  the  man 
of  observation  in  liis  riverside  rambles,  there  are 
few  more  difficult  of  solution  than  the  fact  that 
■whereas  in  a  large  manufacturing  town  with  a  big 
population  and  no  sport-giving  river  within  miles 
thereof  anglers  and  angling  societies  flourish,  the 
former  in  their  thousands,  the  village  or  small 
country  town  possessing  an  abimdance  of  good, 
mixed,  and  open  fishing  as  a  rule  numbers  its 
resident  angling  votaries  on  the  fingers  of  one 
hand — and  some  of  these  will  fail  to  appreciate 
their  opportunities  when  the  river  is  in  trim. 

And  of  all  places  in  this  country  lacking  free 
and  moderately  good  fishing  Birmingham,  the 
Metropolis  of  the  Midlands,  is  surely  to  be  com- 
miserated with,  since  it  can  boast  of  nearly  8000 
registered  members  of  angling  societies,  in  addition 
to  an  equally  large  number  "  that  plays  off  its  own 
bat.'^ 

Sport  of  a  kind  there  is  in  plenty,  if  account  be 
taken  of  the  numerous  dykes  and  canals  that 
intersect  the  surrounding  country ;  but  nowadays 
one  yearns  for  something  better  than  canal  fishing, 
which  more  often  than  not  is  conducted  in  a  de- 
pressing landscape  of  forbidding  factory  chimneys, 
belching  forth  tongues  of  flame  and  dense  volumes 
of  smoke ;  and  robbed  of  its  charm  by  the  long 
processions  of  barges  which  destroy  the  serenity 
and  perseverance  of  the  angler. 

That  trout  fishing  was  possible  in  our  very  midst 


stretches  of  the  Avon  between  Bidford  and  Tewkes- 
bury, a  resident  angler  will  find  it  advantageous  to 
become  a  member  of  one  of  the  societies  in  question. 


Haevington  Weik  Pool. 


only  a  few  years  back  is  obvious  ;  for  wander  where 
you  will  on  the  confines  of  the  city  and  you  will 
find  numerous  little  brooks  and  streams  of  a  more 
pretentious  character,  which  suggest  to  the  prac- 
tised eye  the  quondam  home  of  trout,  now,  alas ! 
befouled ;  all  of  which  goes  to  prove  the  hurt  done 
to  angling  interests  by  the  resistless  march  of 
commerce. 

Whatever  steps  the  man  of  moderate  means  may 
take  to  obtain  a  day's  trout  fishing  in  the  environs 
of  Birmingham,  the  formidable  obstacles  that  beset 
him  will  soon  show  him  the  futility  of  his  quest ; 
for  almost  every  yard  or  every  available  piece  of 
water  sufficiently  pure  to  hold  trout  is  reserved  by 
landed  proprietors,  or  leased  to  angling  societies, 
each  of  whom  exercise  a  very  jealous  guardianship 
over  their  angling  rights.  The  City  Fathers,  how- 
ever, have  lately  awakened  to  the  means  of 
enriching  their  coffers  by  stocking  the  corporation 
reservoirs  at  Rhayader  with  trout,  and  issuing 
tickets  for  the  fishing  thereon  at  a  charge  of 
2s.  6d.  a  day  or  10s.  per  week.  But  it  is  a 
far  cry  from  Birmingham  to  Rhayader,  so  I 
will  commit  to  paper  my  impressions  of  a  river 
nearer  homo — Shakespeare's  Avon,  which  begins  its 
sinuous  course  at  Naseby,  in  Northamptonshire, 
and  after  traversing  the  counties  of  Warwick  and 
Worcester  joins  the  Severn  at  Tewkesbury,  where 
excellent  coarse  fishing  may  be  had  at  small  cost  to 
the  angler. 

Since  a  few  of  the  working  men's  clubs  in 
the  Midlands  have  the  fishing  rights  on  various 


for  £n  outlay  of  something  like  8s.  a  year.  On  the 
other  hand,  should  he  have  only  a  day  here  and 
there  at  liberty  to  indulge  in  the  contemplative  art, 


A  Tvi'ICAL  Strktch. 


and  prefers  to  be  a  freelance,  then  he  cannot  do 
better  than  proceed  to  Harvington,  distant  about 
thirty  miles  from  Birmingham.  There,  on  applica- 
tion at  the  Fish  and  Anchor,  a  pleasant  little  inn 
standing  on  the  banks  of  the  Avon,  he  can  obtain  a 
Is.  day  ticket  which  will  entitle  him  to  fish  a  good 
length  of  water  between  Harvington  and  Evesham. 
No  river,  in  my  opinion,  lends  itself  better  to  the 
exercise  of  all  the  arts  of  angling. 

The  wet-fly  fisher  can  meet  with  excellent  sport 
among  the  roach  and  dace  in  the  broken  water, 
and  the  dry-fly  purist  will  on  favourable  days 
experience  no  difficulty  in  filling  his  creel  with 
heavy,  well-conditioned  chub,  the  lesser  ones  rising 
with  avidity  on  the  open  shallows,  and  the  heavier 
fish  sheltering  beneath  the  banks  where  the  river 
deepens  and  curls  ever  and  anon.  Around  Har- 
vington the  country  is  exceedingly  picturesque — 
the  old-fashioned  mill-house  and  historical  mill,  the 
river  winding  and  shimmering,  here  and  there  in 
midstream  studded  with  islets  of  flowering  rush 
and  water- crowfoot,  like  a  broad  ribbon  of  silver 
through  woodland  and  lush  meadow. 

The  months  of  September  and  October  are  the 
best  for  angling  on  the  Avon.  Recently  the  writer 
and  a  friend  had  capital  sport  with  the  fly  as  a 
lure  on  the  ford  hard  by  the  Fish  and  Anchor,  dace 
and  chub  succumbing  almost  to  every  cast  we  made 
on  this  typical  bit  of  water. 

An  afternoon's  live-baiting  for  jack  followed, 
when  we  put  to  a  practical  test  the  "Spring  Saddle 
Snap-Tackle,"  as  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
by  the  patentees  and  manufacturers,  Messrs.  S. 
Thomas  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  Redditch,  and  were  well 
pleased  with  the  result.  The  tackle  in  question 
grips  the  bait  securely  on  either  side  of  the  dorsal 
fin  through  the  back,  and,  while  being  an  exceed- 
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ingly  efiFective  instrument,  does  little  injury  to  the 
bait,  and  offers  no  impediment  to  its  movements 
in  the  water. 

The  quaint  little  town  of  Bidford,  which  lies 
seven  miles  above  Evesham,  is  another  favourite 
resort  of  Birmingham  anglers,  and  visitors  thereto 
will  find  the  Lion  a  very  comfortable  hostelry. 

After  a  few  days  passed  amid  such  delightful 
surroundings  as  those  which  captivate  the  eye  at 
every  turn,  one  leaves  the  Vale  of  Evesham  with 
pleasant  memories — fruit-laden  orchards  and  hop- 
yards  heightening  the  picturesqueness  of  the  un- 
dulating landscape  ;  the  rich  and  full-throated  trill 
of  the  nightingale  echoing  from  coppice  and  glade 
when  the  ever-murmuring  river  is  thrown  into  deep 
shadow,  and  the  cheery  faces  of  the  farmer  and 
his  family,  who  give  the  stranger  welcome  and 
copious  draughts  of  home-brewed  cider. 

Brown  Owlj 


THE  THAMES  TEOUT  FISHING 
SEASON. 


The  Thames  trout  fishing  season,  which  closed  on 
Sept.  10,  has  again  yielded  indifferent  results,  though 
there  hss  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
trout  captured  between  Teddington  and  Pangbourne 
than  in  the  1904  season.  In  1900,  ninety  trout, 
weighing  over  4001b.,  were  taken  in  the  Thames, 
but  year  by  year  the  sport  decreased  seriously,  when 
only  forty-five  sizeable  fish,  scaling  2101b.,  were 
landed  last  year.  The  records  of  the  past  season 
show  now  that  some  sixty  sizeable  trout,  weighing 
over  2601b.,  have  been  captured  this  year,  so  that 
the  increase  may  be  taken  as  a  good  augury.  A 
large  number  of  trout,  weighing  between  21b.  and 
31b.,  which  have  been  caught  in  this  year's  season 
were  probably  some  of  the  fish  introduced  into  the 
river  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  if  so  it  is  certain 
that  those  trout  have  thriven  considerably  in  the 
Thames. 

In  addition  to  the  captured  trout  already  men- 
tioned, many  fish  just  over  the  legal  size  have 
been  caught  and  returned  to  the  water,  while  scores 
of  undersized  fish  have  also  been  put  back,  and 
will  probably  increase  in  size  next  year.  In 
the  opinion  of  many  trout  anglers  the  old- 
fashioned  Thames  trout  are  becoming  extinct,  yet  a 
goodly  number  of  the  old  breed  have  been  found  in 
the  landing-net  at  most  districts,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  there  are  still  many  fine  specimens  in 
the  grand  river.  But  if  the  Thames  is  to  be  a  good 
trout  river,  a  continuous  system  of  stocking  for 
some  years  is  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  the 
fine  stock. 

All  through  the  months  of  April  and  May  the 
weather  was  bitterly  cold,  and  the  nights  and 
mornings  were  frosty,  though  the  river  remained 
in  good  condition  for  trout  fishing.  Despite  the 
weather  many  trout  were  caught  in  the  spring,  but 
very  few  were  taken  in  the  summer  months.  In 
regard  to  the  introduction  of  the  American  rain- 
bow trout,  when  hundreds  of  those  pretty  fish 
four  years  ago  were  turned  into  the  Thames  they 
seemed  to  have  disappeared  entirely,  for  only  one 
specimen  was  caught  in  1904,  and  not  a  single  one 
has  been  landed  on  the  Thames  in  the  past  season. 

Probably  the  most  successful  trout-fisher  on  the 
Thames  is  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Henley  Preservation  Society,  for  during  the  past 
season  he  has  captured  twenty  good  trout.  More- 
over, he  has  secured  the  best  trout  of  this  year, 
which  was  caught  at  Pangbourne  on  May  30  and 
weighed  9lb.  lOioz.  Mr.  Hobbs  has  taken  other 
trout  at  Sonning,  Shiplake,  Hambledon,  and 
Henley  of  5ilb.,  4:]lb.,  4.ilb.,  3ilb.,  3|lb.,  31b.  2oz., 
and  also  a  number  of  smaller  fish,  and  in  most 
instances  the  latter  were  given  their  liberty. 
Mr.  H.  Gomm  comes  next  with  a  number  of  good 
fish,  including  61b.  12oz.,  61b.  4oz.,  5lb.,  and  other 
fish  were  returned  to,  the  water.  In  June,  Mr.  Beal, 
a  local  angler,  landed  a  fine  trout  of  81b.  12oz.  at 
Blake's  Weir,  Reading,  while  Mr.  G.  D.  Goode, 
fishing  at  Pangbourne  on  May  17,  captured  a 
trout  of  Sib.  7oz.  (very  short  and  thick),  and  on 
■Tune  3  he  got  another  one  of  71b.  3oz.  at  the  same 
district.  Mr.  iStanley  Bowen  on  April  3  secured 
one  of  71b.  10|oz.  at  Surbiton  ;  Mr.  S.  Chichester,  at 
Laleham,  one  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Rixon,  at  Cookham, 
one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  G.  Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  was  credited 
with  two  trout  of  6jlb.  and  5lb.  in  the  closing  days 
of  the  season ;  Mr.  M.  MoUoy,  at  Hambledon,  one 


of  5flb. ;  Mr.  Wellington,  at  Hampton  Court,  one  of 
5jlb. ;  Mr.  F.  Hester,  at  Bourne  End,  two  of  51b. 
and  41b. ;  Mr.  F.  GrifiBn,  at  Sunbury,  one  of  .^Ib. ; 
Mr.  Davis,  at  Marlow.  one  of  51b.  ;  Capt.  Hibbert, 
at  Marlow,  one  of  41b. ;  Capt.  G.  H.  Judge,  at 
Reading,  one  of  41b.  ;  Mr.  D.  H.  Helks,  at  Reading, 
one  of  41b. ;  Mr.  Stowe,  at  Hurley,  one  of  41b. ;  Mr. 
Thurlow,  at  Marlow,  one. 

Fly  fishing  has  taken  fair-sized  trout  at  Bell 
Weir,  Marlow,  and  other  districts,  while  barbel 
anglers  have  lately  taken  trout  of  7pb.  and  GJlb. 
respectively  at  Reading.  Many  trout  between 
2|4b.  and  3|lb.  have  been  caught  at  Teddington 
Weir,  Hampton  Court,  and,  in  particular,  Shepper- 
ton  and  Chertsey. 

The  close  season  will  remain  until  April  1,  1906. 

H.  G.  H. 


SEALEY'S  INTEKCHANGEABLE 
TACKLE. 


Messes.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  of  Redditch,  send 
me  a  very  ingenious  combination  tackle  which  can 
be  used  for  spinning  and  live  and  dead  bait  fishing. 
The  "Sealey"  tackle  is  sent  out  with  trace  and 
lead ;  it  is  very  well  made,  and  I  think  there  is  no 
doubt  it  will  be  found  very  useful.  The  following 
are  the  inventor's  instructions  for  using  it. — R.  B.  M. 

Instructions  for  using  Sealey's  Interchange- 
able Tackle. 

Single  Live  Bait  Tackle.  —  Take  the  tackle  as 
shown  in  Fig.  1  and  attach  it  to  the  bait  as  Fig.  4, 
the  bottom  hook  near  the  gills  and  the  sliding  hook 
at  the  dorsal  fin. 

Double  Live  Bait  Tackle. — Attach  the  flight  a? 


shown  by  Fig.  2  to  the  loop  in  the  bottom  of  the 
sliding  hook  by  means  of  the  spring  loop ;  mount 
the  tackle  on  the  bait  as  in  Fig.  5,  the  sliding  hook 
through  the  back,  one  hook  near  the  gills  and  the 
other  hook  towards  the  tail.  In  Fig.  5  both  hooks 
are  shown  on  the  one  side  of  the  bait,  but  if 
preferred  one  hook  can  be  fixed  on  one  side  the 
liait  and  the  other  hook  on  the  other. 

A  Dead  Snap  or  Spinning  Tackle. — Attach  the 
extra  flight  (Fig.  2)  ,to  the  loop  in  the  end  liooJc. 
All  three  hooks  are  now  in  line,  and  the  tackle 
should  be  fixed  on  the  bait  as  shown  in  Fig.  6. 

A  Dead-Bait  Trolling  Tackle. — Use  the  tackle 
the  same  as  for  the  snap  or  spinning  tackle,  push 
the  lead  (Fig.  7)  down  the  throat  of  the  bait 
leaving  the  wire  loop  protruding  out  of  the  side  of 
the  mouth  of  the  bait.  Attach  the  tackle  the  same 
as  shown  in  Fig.  6,  threading  the  gimp  through  the 
wire  loop  of  the  lead.  The  simplest  way  is  to  put 
the  tackle  on  first,  let  the  lead  drop  down  the 
gimp  and  into  the  throat  of  the  bait. 

The  leaded  trace  (Fig.  8)  can  be  attached  ;by 
means  of  the  spr^g  swivel  if  required. 

It  is  made  in  trout,  salmon,  perch,  pike,  or 
mahseer  sizes  ;  mounted  on  single  or  twisted  gut, 
gimp,  or  the  Hercules  patent  wire  gimp. 

Can  be  obtained  of  all  fishing  tackle  dealers,  the 
tackle,  trace,  and  lead  complete.  Wholesale  only 
from  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Redditch. 


INTERNATIONAL  BAIT  AND  FLY 
CASTING  TOUBNAMENT 
AT  CHICAGO. 


The  American  Field  of  Aug.  20  gave  a  very  full 
and  illustrated  account  of  the  recent  tournament 
at  Chicago,  from  which  we  give  some  extracts. — Ej). 

A  notable  event  in  the  annals  of  scientific  angling 
in  the  United  States  was  the  fourth  open  tourna- 
ment given  by  the  Chicago  Fly-Casting  Club,  for 
the  world's  championship,  at  the  North  Lagoon, 
Garfield  Park,  Friday  and  Saturday,  Aug.  18  and  19. 
It  was  notable  for  the  attendance  of  angling  enthu- 
siasts from  other  clubs  in  various  states,  in  the  large 
number  of  entries  in  some  events — thirty-two  in  the 
delicacy  and  accuracy  bait-casting,  and  sixty-two 
in  the  distance  and  accuracy  bait-casting — and  in 
the  fact  that  several  records  were  made. 

New  York  was  worthily  representcid  by  the 
veteran  fly-caster  and  rod-maker,  R.  Leonard, 
accompanied  by  E.  J.  Mills,  and,  needless  to  say, 
these  casters  were  "  in  the  money."  Mr.  Mills  won 
the  diamond  medal  in  the  first  event  —  long- 
distance fly — and  Mr.  Leonard  was  winner  of  a 
silver  cup  in  a  special  event,  arranged  for  salmon 
fly-casters. 

The  weather,  as  a  rule,  was  favourable,  with  the 
exception  of  gusts  of  wind  that  affected  somewhat 
the  casting  of  entrants  in  the  delicacy  events,  and 
in  thunderstorms  that  swept  over  the  grounds  late 
during  the  afternoon  of  Friday  and  of  Saturday. 
The  latter  day,  however,  the  storm  was  less  severe 
and  soon  broke  away,  when  casting  was  resumed  in 
the  distance  and  accuracy  bait-casting  event,  with 
half-ounce  weight,  and  the  event  was  finished. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  entries  in  several 
events,  necessarily  much  time  was  consumed  in 
casting,  and  the  club  was  compelled  to  announce 
on  Saturday  evening  that  the  last  event — long- 
distance bait-casting  with  half-ounce  weights — 
would  be  cast  off  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
August  20. 

Among  the  interested  visitors  at  the  grounds  were 
noted  Mr.  Levens,  of  the  Talbot  Reel  Company,  and 
Mr.  Garter,  representing  the  Meek  reel. 

A  feature  worthy  of  note  as  the  first  instance  of 
the  kind  at  Chicago  was  the  competition,  in  the 
distance  and  accuracy  bait-casting,  of  Mrs.  E.  D. 
Bartholomew  and  Mrs.  F.  D.  Rhodes,  of  the  newly 
organised  ladies'  bait-casting  club  of  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.  The  entry  of  these  ladies  added  zest  to  the 
sport,  and  the  excellent  scores  made  by  them  elicited 
applause  from  the  onlookers; 

In  the  jdistance  and  accuracy  fly  event,  H.  G. 
Hascall,  of  the  Chicago  Fly-Casting  Club,  broke  all 
tournament  records,  with  an  average  of  99  10-15 
per  cent.,  and  won  the  diamond  trophy.  He  took 
the  trophy  also  in  the  delicacy  and  accuracy  bait- 
casting  (with  loz.  weight). 

F.  N.  Peet,  of  the  Chicago  Fly-Casting  Qub,  took 
the  trophy  and  broke  the  tournament  record  for  the 
accuracy  and  delicacy  fly,  with  a  score  of  99  5-30 
per  cent. 

In  the  long-distance  (half-ounce)  bait-casting 
E.  B.  Bartholomew,  of  Kalamazoo,  was  an  easy 
winner  of  the  diamond  trophy,  with  a  final  score  of 
183  49-60,  that  undoubtedly  constitutes  a  tourna- 
ment record  for  this  event.  In  this  event  also  L  J. 
Tooley,  of  Kalamazoo,  won  the  special  prize,  a 
Bristol  steel  rod,  awarded  to  the  maker  of  the 
longest  cast,  he  having  made  a  cast  of  194ft.  8in- ; 
and  he  carried  off  the  second  prize,  a  '•  Takeapart " 
reel,  as  well.  In  fact,  the  Kalamazoo  bait-casters 
made  a  pretty  clean  sweep  of  the  prizes  in  long- 
distance bait ;  that  seems  to  be  their  kind  of  a 
game.  The  boy  casters  from  Kalamazoo,  Frank  0. 
Bush  and  Edgar  Roseman,  thirteen-year-olds,"  who 
oast  an  average  of  118  47-60ft.  and  91  24-60ft., 
respectively,  in  this  long-distance  event,  were  a 
novel  feature  that  was  commended  highly.  The 
boys  of  to-day  are  to  be  the  anglers  of  the  coming 
generation,  and  it  is  well  that  the  principles  of  scien- 
tific angUng  and  sportsmanship  (for  every  true  angler 
is  a  sportsman  in  the  proper  sense  cf  the  term) 
should  be  taught  these  boys  in  the  arts  of  fly  and 
bait-casting. 

The  growth  of  interest  in  bait-casting  is  evidenced 
by  the  number  of  entries — sixty-two — in  the  fifth 
event,  bait- casting  for  distance  and  accuracy  with 
half-ounce  weight.  The  large  number  of  entrants 
compelled  the  tournament  committee  to  reduce  the 
number  of  casts  and  the  fractions  in  the  score  are 
tenths. 

The  attendance  was  large,  some  three  or  four 
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hundred  people  having  beeri  present,  both  on  Friday 
and  Saturday.  The  Chicago  Fly-Casting  Club's 
tournament  of  1905  must  be  pronounced  an  unquali- 
fied success,  although  it  is  to  be  prersumed  that  the 
members  of  the  tournament  committee  and  Secre- 
tary Kellenberger  would  have  been  as  well  satisfied 
had  their  lines  been  cast  in  easier  places.  The 
final  scores  follow  : — 

Chicago,  August  18,  1905,  10  a.m. — First  Event — 
Long  Distance  Fly  Casting: — No  limit  to  rod  or 
line.  Ten  minutes  allowed  to  cast  fly  to  greatest 
possible  distance.  No  time  allowance  for  replac- 
ing fly. 

Judges — E.  R,  Letterman,  Tilden  Robb,  and 
E.  E,  Levens. 

Scores. 

Feet, 


Feet. 

Smith   lOi 

Bellows  102 

Brown    88 

.  Church    83 


E.  J.  Mills   120  A.  C. 

R.  C.  Leonard   118  I.  H. 

F.  N.  Peet  108  C.  F. 

John  Waddell   107  W.  T 

H.  G.  Hascall   104 

Winner  diamond  trophy,  E.  J.  Mills  ;  first  prize, 
R.  G.  Leonard;  second  prize,  F.  N.  Peet;  third 
prize,  John  Waddell ;  tied  for  fourth,  H.  G.  Hascall 
and  A..  G.  Smith. 

The  special  event  (not  on  the  programme)  for 
extending  the  longest  line  in  salmon  casting  was 
called  next,  on  the  hour  scheduled  for  the  second 
event,  and  resulted  in  the  following : — 
Scores. 


Feet. 

H.  G.  Hascall   121 

F.  N.  Peet  118 

John  Waddell   105 


Feet. 

R.  C.  Leonard   141 

A.  C.  S-nith   135 

E.  J.  Mills   129 

Winner  silver  cup,  R.  C.  Leonard. 

Judges — Tilden  Robb  and  O.  E.  Becker. 

Chicago,  August  18,  1905,  1.30  p.m. — Second 
Event — Distance  and  Accuracy  Fly  Casting. — There 
shall  be  three  30in.  rings,  distant  50,  55  and  60ft. 
from  the  edge  of  the  casting  platform.  There 
shall  be  made  five  casts  at  each  ring.  If  the  fly 
fall?  within  the  ring  or  on  the  rim  of  same  the  cast 
shall  be  considered  perfect.  For  each  foot  or 
fraction  of  a  foot  outside  the  ring  a  demerit  of  one 
shall  be  made.  The  sum  total  of  such  demerits, 
divided  by  the  number  of  casts,  shall  constitute  the 
demei  it  per  cent.  The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted 
from  100  shall  be  the  percentnge.  Not  more  than 
one  minute  will  be  allowed  in  which  to  extend  the 
line  to  50ft.  ring.  When  the  contestant  has  ex- 
tended his  line  and  is  ready,  he  shall  call  "score," 
and  the  next  cast  thereafter  shall  be  counted. 
When  five  successive  ess  have  been  made  at  50ft. 
ling,  the  captain  shall  announce  "next  ring." 
Con  estant  nmst  then  lift  his  line,  and  if  he  so 
desires  can  make  not  to  exceed  five  "  dry  casts  " 
before  dropping  his  fly  at  the  55ft.  ring.  A  like 
procedure  will  be  fnUowed  between  55  and  60ft. 
rings  Slioiild  contestant  whip  oft  his  fly  at  any 
time  after  calling  "score,"  he  will  be  allowed  to 
replace  fly  and  proceed.  For  this  purpose  he  may 
"  work  out  "  to  point  where  fly  was  lost ,  call "  score," 
and  resume  scoring  at  point  where  scoring  stopped. 
The  same  i  rocedure  will  be  permitted  if  contestant's 
line  is  fouled  through  no  fault  of  his.  No  cast  shall 
count  after  judges  notify  contestant  that  fly  is  lost. 

Judges — W.  H.  Babcock  and  E.  L.  Mason. 
Scores. 


Per'Cent 
H.  G.  Hascall  ...99  10-15 

F,  N.  Peet  99 

R.  C.  Leonard. ..98  11-15 
L  H.  Bellows  ...98  7-15 
H.Wheeler  Perce98  7-15 

E.  J.  MUls  98  3-15 

E.  R.  Letterman  97  13-15 


Per  Cent. 

A.  C.  Smith  97  12-15 

W.  T.  Church  ...97  11-15 

C.F.Brown  97  9-15 

John  Waddell... 97  5-15 

W.  McCown  96  U-15 

G.    A.  Hinter- 
leitner   92  10-15 


Winner  diamond  trophy,  H.  G.  Hascall ;  first 
prize,  F.  N  Peet ;  second  prize,  R.  G.  Leonard ; 
third  and  fourth,  H.  Wheeler  Perce  and  I.  H. 
Bellows,  by  agreement  on  the  tie ;  fifth  prize,  E.  J. 
Mills;  sixth  prize,  E.  R.  Letterman. 

Chicago,  August  18,  1905,  4  p.m.— Third  Event— 
Accurai:y  and  Delicacy  Fly  Casting  (dry  fly). — There 
shall  be  three  30-inch  rings,  distant  35,  40  and  45 
feet  from  edge  of  casting  [Jatform,  and  there  shall 
be  made  five  casts  at  each  ring.  If  the  fly  falls 
within  the  ring  or  on  the  rim,  the  accuracy  shall  be 
considered  perfect.  For  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a 
foot  outside  the  ring  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  made. 
The  sum  total  of  such  demerits,  divided  by  the 
number  of  casts,  shall  be  considered  the  demerit 
per  cent.  The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from 
100  shall  be  the  accuracy  per  cent.  In  addition 
there  shall  be  kept  an  account  of  delicacy.  The 
delicacy  per  cent,  shall  be  determined  by  the  judges 
and  the  referee,  in  manner  indicated  below.  Ccm- 
testant  will  be  allowed  30  seconds  to  extend  his  line 
by  "  dry  fly  "  casting  to  35-foot  ring.  Scoring  shall 
begin  the  first  time  the  fly  strikes  the  water.  When 


contestant  has  made  five  casts,  captain  will  announce 
"  next  ring."  Contestant  must  then  lift  his  line  and 
in  not  loss  than  one  nor  more  than  five  "  dry  fly  " 
casts  reach  the  40ft.  ring.  Scoring  to  begin  the  first 
time  the  fly  strikes  the  water.  A  like  procedure 
shall  be  followed  between  the  40  and  45ft.  rings.  No 
cast  made  without  a  fly  shall  bo  scored.  If  fly  is 
lost  contestant  may  replace  same,  and  in  not  m  >re 
than  five  "  dry  fly  "  casts  resume  his  scoring.  Not 
more  than  two  "dry  fly"  casts  will  be  allowed 
between  scoring  casts,  except  between  rinn;8,  as 
stated.  All  casting  shall  bo  done  from  the  reel. 
Contestant  will  be  allowed  to  start  with  loose  line 
and  leader  equal  to  length  of  rod,  and  may  strip 
line  but  once  in  every  retrieve,  and  must  retrieve 
last  cast.  A  perfect  cast  is:  (1)  Fly  to  fall  by  its 
own  weight  without  a  splash.  (2)  Fly  and  loader 
to  strike  the  water  in  advance  of  line  with  minimum 
disturbance  of  surface.  (3)  Retrieve  mu=t  be  made 
with  minimum  disturbance  of  surface.  (4)  The 
grace  and  ease  of  conte-.timt,  his  "dry  fly"  cast, 
back  cast,  and  manner  of  oxtentiing  line  shall  be 
scored  for  style.  A  demerit  shall  be  fcored  for 
each  failure  to  properly  execute  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3. 
and  for  lack  of  "  style,"  as  outlined  in  No.  4  ;  and 
five  points  shall  be  deducted  for  each  demerit 
sc  ired.  The  total  of  deli  acy  demerits,  divided  by 
the  number  of  casts,  dedu-teJ  from  100,  give  the 
delicacy  per  cent.  The  accui-acy  per  cent,  and 
dehca  y  per  cent,  added  together  and  divided  by 
two,  determine  the  final  percentage. 
Judges — E.  R.  Letterman  and  0.  E.  Becker. 
Scores. 

Per  Cent,  i  Per  Cent. 

..99   5-30  John  Waddell  ...97  12-30 


F.  N.  Peet.. 

H.  G.  Hascall  ...98  23-30 
A.  C.  Smiih  98  23-30 

I.  H.  Bellows  ...98  10-30 


C.  F.  Brown  90  21,-30 

E.  J.  Mills  96  15-30 

W.  T.  Church  ...95  1-30 


Winner  diamond  trophy,  F.  N.  Peet ;  first  prize, 
A.  G.  Smith  (won  on  the  cast-off  of  tie);  second 
prize,  H.  G.  Hascall;  third  prize,  I.  H.  Bellows; 
fourth  prize,  John  Waddell. 

Chicago,  August  19,  1905,  10  a.m. — Fourth 
Event  —  Delicacy  and  Accuracy  Bait  Casting 
(l^-ounce  weights). — There  will  be  a  target  provided 
for  this  event  with  a  centre  or  bullseye  30  inches  in 
diameter,  and  so  arranged  that  it  can  be  located  at 
distances  of  60,  65,  70,  75,  and  80  feet  from  casting 
point  on  platform  to  exact  centre  of  bullseye. 
There  shall  be  made  three  casts  at  the  target  at 
each  of  the  distances,  viz.,  fifteen  casts  in  all.  If 
casting  weight  falls  within  the  30-inch  centre,  or 
bullseye,  the  cast  shall  be  considered  perfe.rt.  For 
each  f  ot  or  fraction  of  afoot  away  from  the  30-inch 
centre,  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  made.  The  sum 
total  of  such  demerit?,  divided  by  the  number  of 
casts,  shall  be  the  demerit  per  cent.  The  deme  it 
per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  constitute  the 
percentage.  In  case  contestant  c  ists  with  drag  or 
cUck,  captain  shall  call  "  foul,"  andcontestanr  shall 
be  all  jwed  an  ither  cast.  The  :|-ounce  casting 
weights  provided  by  the  captain  sh  dl  be  used  in 
this  event.  If  weight  strikes  iron  lings  or  outside 
edge  of  circular  wooden  float,  cast  scores  as  though 
just  inside  of  said  ring  or  edge. 

Judges— W.  T.  Church,  A,  H.  Barnes,  and  G.  W. 
Keiser. 

Scores. 

Per  Cent.  |  Per  Cent 

H.  G.  Hascall  ...98    1-15  G.    A.  Hinter- 
R.  C.  Leonard  ...98  I    leitner   97  11-15 


Wm.  Stanley  ...98 
E.     B.  Bar- 


N.  C.  Heston  ...97  10-15 
TilJen  Robb  97  10-15 


tholomew  97  14-15  !  F.  N.  Peet  97  10-15 

Thirty  competitors. 

Winner  diamond  medal,  H.  G.  Hascall ;  first 
prize,  William  Stanley ;  second  prize,  R.  C.  Leonard ; 
third  prize,  E.  B.  Bartholomew ;  fourth  prize,  G.  A. 
Hinterleitner ;  fifth  prize,  L.  N.  Place;  sixth  prize, 
Tilden  Robb  ;  seventh  prize,  F.  N.  Peet. 

Chicago,  August  19,  1905,  1.30  p.m.— Fifth 
Event — Distance  and  Accuracy  Bait  Casting 
(J-ounce  weights). — In  this  event  the  centre  of 
buUseyes  will  be  located  at  distances  of  60,  70,  80, 
90,  and  100ft.  from  casting  point  on  platform. 
Three  casts  shall  be  made  at  each  distance.  The 
casting  weights  are  to  be  the  J-ounce  weights  pro- 
vided. Scoring  and  other  conditions  to  be  the 
same  as  for  fourth  event. 

Judges — Ben  0.  Bush,  Frank  S.  Smith,  and  C.  L. 
Bequeaith. 

Scores. 


Per  Cent. 

E.  R.  Letterman  98  4-10 

E.  R.  O^ens   98  3-10 

O.  J.  Laomis   98  2-10 

H.Wheeler  Perce  98 

A.  Rabbers  98 

W.  E.  Kidder  98 

N.  C.  Heston  97  9-10 


Per  Cent. 

F.  P.  Naylor   97  8-10 

J.  W.  Bramhall...97  8-10 
Wm.  Stardey  97  8-10 

H.  G.  Hascall  97  7-10 

I.  H.  Bellows  97  7-10 

C.  F.  Brown   97  5-10 

Wm.  McCown  ...97  6-10 


Winner  diamond  trophy,  E.  R.  Letterman ;  firs 
prize,  E.  R.  Owens  (of  the  Kalamazoo  "bunch") 
second  prize,  0.  J.  Loomis ;  third  prize,  A.  Rabbers 
fourth  prize,  W.  E;  Kidder  (Kansas  City) ;  fifth 
prize,  H.  Wheeler  Perce ;  sixth  prize,  N.  C.  Heston ; 
seventh  prize,  William  Stanley ;  eighth  prize,  F,  P. 
Naylor ;  ninth  prize,  J.  W.  Bramhall. 

The  last  event  was  postponed  until  10  o'clock 
a.m.  the  morning  of  August  20,  when  a  goodly  con- 
course of  bait-casters  and  friends  were  present, 
although  the  number  was  less  than  on  the  previous 
two  days.  The  weather  was  perfect,  balmy  breezes 
tempering  the  brilliant  sunshine,  and  the  casters 
were  in  fine  spirits  generally,  as  the  final  scores 
will  show. 

Aug.  20,  1905,  10  a.m.— Sixth  Event— Long 
Distance  Bait-Casting  (jounce  weights).  —  The 
casting  in  this  event  shall  be  done  on  the  lawn  in 
a  V-shaped  court,  which  is  to  be  laid  out  as  follows  : 
From  the  casting  point  two  diverging  straight  lines 
are  to  be  laid  out  at  an  angle  which  shall  cause 
them  to  be  30  feet  apart  at  a  distance  of  100  feet 
away  from  the  casting  point.  Diverging  lines  to 
be  continued  indefinitely  at  the  Eama  angle.  Con- 
testants each  to  make  five  cast--,  in  turn,  one  cast 
at  a  time.  If  casting  weight  falls  outside  the  court, 
the  cast  shall  be  scored  0.  Length  of  cast  to  be 
computed  from  casting  point  to  where  weight  falls 
iu'ide  of  court. 

The  sum  total  of  the  five  casts  in  feet,  divided  by 
the  number  of  casts,  shall  be  the  average  and  con- 
stitute the  score  of  the  contestant.  All  casting  to 
be  done  from  ground  level.  The  CEisting  weights 
used  are  to  be  the  J-ounce  casting  weights  provided. 
Conditions  concerning  free  running  reels  and  casting 
with  click  or  drag  as  outlined  in  fourth  event  to 
prevail  in  this  event.  Should  weight  fall  inside 
court  and  bound  out,  cast  to  be  scored  from  where 
weight  first  fell.  The  longest  single  cast,  in  court, 
will  be  made  a  matter  of  record  and  awarded  a 
pri.6e  as  noted. 

Judges— E.  P.  Sperry,  H.  A.  Butterfield,  W.  E. 
Kidder. 

Scores. 


Feet. 

D.  W.  Osborne  167  46-60 

A.  Rabbers  161  52-60 

TUden  Robb  ...159  3-60 


Feet. 

E.  B.  Bar- 
tholomew ...183  49-60 

F.  D.  Rhodes...l78  46-60 
L.  J.  Tooley  ...176  24-60 

Twenty-one  competitors. 

Winner  ot  diamond  trophy,  and  world's  record 
for  this  event,  E.  B.  Bartholomew ;  first  prize,  F. 
D.  Rhodes ;  second  prize,  L.  J.  Tooley,  who  also 
was  awarded  the  special  prize  for  the  longest  single 
cast,  he  having  scored  194  feet  8  inches ;  third  prize, 
D.  W.  Osborne ;  fourth  prize,  A.  Rabbers. 


About  sixty  competitors. 


We  have  been  favoured  by  Messrs.  Novello  <fc 
Co.,  Ltd.,  with  a  parcel  of  their  latest  musical 
publications.  Amongst  much  that  is  worthy  of 
special  mention,  foremost  reference  must  be  made 
to  the  Welsh  Rhapsody  pianoforte  duet  by  that 
master  of  melody,  Edward  German.  This  is  in 
every  way  a  capable  work,  into  which  the  composer 
has  put  the  fullest  vim  and  zest.  The  theme  is 
excellent,  and  the  harmony  throughout  shows 
wonderful  grip  and  finish.  We  may  here  remark 
that  the  Rhapsody  for  full  orchestra  was  composed 
for  the  Cardiff  Musical  Festival  last  year,  and  this 
is,  as  we  have  said,  a  pianoforte  duet  arrangement 
by  the  composer.  The  price  is  five  shillings.  We 
are  also  most  favourably  impressed  by  the  six  com- 
positions from  the  pen  of  Carl  Bohm.  These  works 
are  for  the  violin  and  piano,  and  we  would  particu- 
larly draw  attentipn  to  the  Gavotte,  the  Sarabande, 
and  the  Valse  Etude.  These  three  works  are 
exceedingly  tuneful,  the  waltz  being  particularly 
melodious  and  swingy.  The  Sarabande  has  an  old 
time  touch  about  it,  which  is  unusually  pleasing. 
Those  who  are  adding  to  their  collection  of  Old 
English  organ  music  will  appreciate  the  three  short 
pieces  by  Samuel  Wesley  (No.  12)  and  the  Voluntary 
in  D  (No.  13)  by  Dr.  Wm.  Groft,  both  admirably 
edited  by  John  E.  West.  The  former  comprise 
Prelude,  Air,  and  Gavotte,  and  are  brought  by  their 
editor  within  the  scope  of  the  young  student  of  the 
organ.  Messrs.  Novello  &  Co.  have  added  another 
to  their  many  valuable  educational  works  by  the 
pubUcation  of  "  First  steps  for  the  Violin,"  in  two 
parts,  by  Emil  Kreuz.  The  first  part  is  for  violin 
only,  the  second  comprises  pieces  for  the  violin  with 
pianoforte  accompaniment.  Among  the  original 
compositions  for  the  organ  we  may  specially  not« 
No.  335,  the  Andantino  in  D  flat,  by  H.  Davan 
Wetton, 
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MORE  JOTTINGS. 

The  longer  I  fish  the  more  satisfied  I  am  that  the 
sight  of  the  trout,  though  amazingly  quick,  is  also 
imperfect,  in  so  far  as  it  does  not  enable  him  to 
distinguish  form.  It  may  be  in  some  respects  like 
the  sight  of  a  cat,  which  is  very  dull  at  noting  a 
still  object,  but  is  wonderful  in  detecting  anything 
.in  motion.  I  have  recently  been  experimenting 
with  winged  files  tied  on  gut  with  double  hooks 
'(the  wings  therefor  being  very  broken),  and  with 
excellent  success,  and  it  seems  to  be  quite  imma- 
terial whether  the  wings  are  shapely  and  neat  or  a 
mere  tumbled  bundle  of  feathers,  so  long  as  the  fly 
cocks  more  or  less,  and  so  long  as  colour  and  size 
are  right.  There  is  an  artistic  pleasure  in  a  neat 
fly,  and  neatness  in  a  single-hooked  fly  will  conduce 
to  its  cocking  properly  (a  double-hooked  fly  has  the 
weight  of  the  extra  hook  to  cock  it),  but,  apart  from 
that,  neatness  is  really  quite  unessential.  Colour 
and  size  are  the  essentials. 

Counting  up  the  patterns  of  fly  which  I  use  for 
dry-fly  fishing,  I  find  that  of  those  enumerated  in 
"Floating  Flies  and  How  to  Dress  Them,"  and 
"  Dry-fiy  Entomology,"  I  use  (apart  from  May  Flies) 
twenty -seven,  or  about  one-fourth.  Some  flies,  such 
as  Green  Insect,  Cowdung,  Red  Ant,  etc.,  I  have 
had  in  my  box  for  years  and  never  mounted,  and 
these  I  rule  out ;  but  in  addition  I  use  eight  other 
patterns  which  do  not  appear  in  either  of  these 
books — namely.  Dark  Hare's  Ear  Quill,  with  green 
olive  body — a  dark  variant  of  Ogden's  Hare's  Ear — 
a  large  Orange  Quill  (when  the  Blue-winged  Olive 
is  on  the  water).  Lock's  Fancy,  Little  Pale  Blue, 
Tup's  Indispensable,  Pope's  Nondescript,  Spent 
Willow  Fly,  and  small  Silver  Sedge,  on  00  hook 
with  pale  starling  wings.  It  is  a  long  list,  thirty- 
five  in  all,  but  only  about  one-third  of  the  length 
of  the  Hundred  Best. 

In  that  Hundred  Best,  as  stated  in  "Dry-fly 
Entomology,"  it  was  something  of  a  surprise  to  see 
no  Lock's  Fancy,  a  delicate  green  olive  which  has 
firmly  established  itself  in  the  affections  of  many 
dry-fly  men.  Equally  was  it  a  surprise  to  find 
No.  1  Whitchurch  (starling  wing,  primrose  fioss 
body,  ginger  hackle  and  whisk)  among  the  fancy 
flies.  It  is  an  excellent  imitation  of  a  series  of 
light  olives  which  are  on  from  mid  April  to  July, 
when  a  wool  body  of  the  same  colour  seems  to  be 
preferred.  It  is — like  the  Red  Quill  and  Greenwell's 
Glory — what  one  would  call  "  a  general  fly  "  rather 
than  a  fancy  fly,  and  I  should  have  liked  to  see  the 
classification  of  the  hundred  best  amended,  so  as  to 
jiroup  it  with  Lock's  Fancy,  Red  Quill,  Ginger 
Quill,  etc.,  under  the  heading  of  general  flies,  instead 
of  fancy  flies,  which  would  still  include  the  Coach- 
man, Governor,  Wickham,  etc. 

In  July  there  is  generally  a  space  of  a  few  days, 
maybe  three  weeks,  when  the  Red  Quill  and  the 
Ginger  Quill  are  useless  for  the  evening  rise.  Then 
it  will  often  be  f otind  that  a  starling-winged  Silver 
Sedge  on  a  double  cypher  hook  will  be  taken  every 
time  it  is  put  correctly  to  your  fish.  What  it  is 
taken  for  and  why  a  trout  will  refuse  a  Ginger  Quill 
(starling  wing,  ginger  hackle,  nearly  white  body)  and 
take  a  Silver  Sedge  (starling  wing,  ginger  hackle, 
same  shade  but  ribbed  down  the  body,  and  white 
body  with  a  fine  silver  rib)  is  something  of  a 
mjstery. 

Another  puzzle  is,  why  is  the  Blue-winged  Olive 
80  impossible  to  imitate  successfully^  One  may 
turn  out  the  most  attractive-looking,  lifelike  imita- 
tions, but  the  trout  will  not  look  at  them,  be  the 
body  rough  or  smooth,  quill,  india-rubber,  floss, 
seal's  fur,  dyed  hair  or  gut,  or  what  not.  I  long 
since  gave  up  the  task  as  hopeless,  and  when  the 
Blue-winged  Olive  is  hatching,  I  anticipate  the 
spinner  stage  and  mount,  if  I  have  one,  a  large 
bright  Orange  Quill,  generally  with  some  success. 
It  is  a  fact  that  the  spinner  pattern  of  a  fly  will 
often  kill  while  the  sub-imago  is  hatching.  Witness 
Tup's  Indispensable  among  bulging  trout.  But  I 
am  not  going  to  preach  Tup's  Indispensable  any 
more — it  can  effect  its  own  conversions. 

Pope's  Nondescript  (starling  wing,  dark  green 
floss  body  with  broad  gold  rib.  and  ginger  red 
hackle  and  whisk)  is  also  a  good  fly  among  bulging 
fish.  It  is  own  cousin  to  the  more  modest  Green- 
well's  Glory,  which,  fished  sunk,  partakes  of  the 
same  merits. 

The  Little  Pale  Blue  is  in  this  country  more  often 
in  evidence  on  rough  streams  than  on  the  Hamp- 
shire rivers,  but  I  have  used  it  with  great  satisfac- 
tion on  Geiman  rivers.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
Willow  Fly  in  the  spent  pattern.    I  have  never  seen 
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a  satisfactory  rendering  of  the  Willow  Fly  turned 
out  by  any  dresser  of  dry  flies,  nor  can  I  recognise 
the  Needle  Brown  of  "Floating  Flies,"  nor  the 
Willow  Fly  of  "  Dry-fly  Entomology,"  as  bearing 
any  definite  resemblance  in  colour  or  general  effect 
to  any  Willow  Fly  or  Needle  Brovm  I  ever  handled. 

In  saying  this  I  am  conscious  I  must  be  exposing 
my  own  deficiencies,  for  the  former  pattern  was 
G.  S.  Marryat's  invention,  while  Pritt  and  Walbran, 
and  the  north  countrymen  generally,  seem  to  recog- 
nise a  shade  of  warm  orange  pervading  the  insect, 
which  I  confess  I  fail  to  detect,  and  I  never  could 
see  why  Brown  Owl  and  Orange  should  be  considered 
a  rendering  of  the  Needle  Brown.  Slips  of  moorhen 
or  blackbird  laid  on  so  as  to  make  two  spent  wings 
on  each  side  of  a  down-eyed  Limerick  hook,  with  a 
body  of  well  waxed  orange  silk  dubbed  with  mole's 
fur  or  water-rat,  and  hackle  of  darkest  blue  (with  a 
rust  for  preference)  close  behind  the  wings  makes  a 
rendering  well  worth  trying.  Val  Gonson. 


THE  "  W.  H.  V."  SPECIAL  WATEE- 
PEOOFING. 


Those  of  our  readers  who  like  experimenting 
with  new  waterproof  dressings  for  leather  boots, 
etc.,  should  try  the  new  liquid  "  W.  H.  V.''  Special 
Waterproofing,  prepared  only  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Vicker- 
man,  of  473,  Grove  Green-road,  Leytonstonej  The 
advantages  he  claims  for  it  are  that  it  "will  resist 
water,  and  repels  insects  found  in  grass,  stubbles, 
and  banks  of  rivers ;  prevents  mould  and  mildew 
when  laid  aside ;  is  readily  absorbed ;  renders  leather 
pliable,  but  not  spongy ;  increases  durabQity ;  very 
economical  when  applied  as  directed  ;  nothing  left 
on  surface  to  rub  off  on  clothing ;  is  packed  in  a 
substantial  tin,  with  screw  stopper,  and  easily  and 
quickly  applied  by  the  finger  or  brush,  no  rubbing 
is  required,  and  is  equally  suitable  for  ladies'  or 
gentlemen's  use." 

I  believe  it  is  sold  by  many  oilmen,  but  anyone 
can  get  a  tin  by  sending  8d.  in  stamps  to  Mr. 
Vickerman.  I  have  not  been  able  to  test  it,  but 
I  should  like  to  know  if  Mr.  V.  has  tried  it  as  a 
waterproofing  for  fishing  lines.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  it  is  readily  absorbed  and  resists  water  it 
ought  to  be  useful  ifor  amateurs  who  like  to  dress 
their  own  lines.    Will  it  stand  salt  water  ? 

R.  B.  M. 


FEEUDENSTADT 
(BLACK  FOEEST). 


In  September  the  Black  Forest  is  in  fullest 
beauty  ;  the  foliage  is  exquisite  ;  the  health-restor- 
ing atmosphere  at  its  utmost  salubrity ;  the  streams 
most  promising.  The  crowds,  too,  of  summer 
trippers  less  numerous ;  so  that  in  the  numerous 
excellent  inns  scattered  throughout  the  Forest 
region  everyone  can  be  conveniently  accommo- 
dated and  made  most  welcome. 

In  a  district  so  amply  and  well  supplied  with 
good  hotels,  it  would  indeed  be  difficult  for  the  most 
fastidious  wayfarer  not  to  be  able  to 

"  Take  mine  ease  in  mine  Inn  "  ! 
And  difiicult  also  to  select  for  special  encomium 
any  particular  spot  or  any  special  establishment. 
Certainly,  however,  none  can  excel  for  advantages 
of  situation  Freudenstadt,  or  for  good  living  and 
comfort  the  Luz  Hotel  there.  As  a  central  point 
for  delightful  excursions  by  carriage,  cycle,  or  afoot, 
Freudenstadt  is  admirable.  The  surrounding  forests 
are  intersected  in  all  directions  with  a  multitude 
of  picturesque  paths;  and  from  every  eminence  are 
fine  prospects,  varying  and  vying  with  each  other 
in  beauty. 

The  little  town  of  7000  population  is  in  itself 
interesting  to  visitors.  Its  great  square,  on  an 
elevated  platform,  consisting  of  a  series  of  arcades, 
the  second  stories  projecting  over  the  side-walks. 
At  one  corner  stands  the  church,  where  separate 
naves  are  appropriated  to  each  sex,  and  so  arranged 
that  neither  sex  can  gaze  upon  the  other,  but  the 
minister  can  overlook  the  whole  congregation. 
And  a  pleasant  old  custom  contmues  of  having 
by  comets  from  a  church  tower  a  Sunday  hymn 
played  after  morning  eetvice. 

Tennis  and  other  amusements  usual  at  summer 
resorts  on  the  Continent  are  provided  for  the  more 
than  six  thousand  annual  visitors.  Hunting  and 
capital  trout-fishing  are  here,  and  in  winter  other 
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seasonable  sports.  Th(;  best  house,  «' Sohwarzwald 
Hotel,"  remains  open  all  the  yaatj  /   ,  , 

Railway  connections  are  wcU  arranged;'  froitx 
Stuttgart,  via  Entingen,  in  two  bouts ',  irotn  Strass- 
burg  and  Baden-Baden,  by  Offenburg  and  Hausach. 
in  about  three  hours.  Physicians  recommend 
Freudenstadt  to  those  suSering  from  anamia, 
nervous  asthma,  dyspepsia,  weak  digestion,  feminine 
and  heart  troubles,  and  peculiarly  to  the  over, 
worked,  the  depressed,  and  all  convalescenta.  The 
climate  is  sub-alpine,  and  the  air  rich  in  ozone. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

liejports  {to  ensure  inHertinn)  munt  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genebal    Resiarks.  —  The  lower 
portions  of  the  river  are  fairly  well  coloured  owing 
to  the  rain,  and  the  stream  ha^  improved.    R  jach 
are  feeding  a  little  better,  but,  aa  a  rule,  very  few 
fish  over  1  lb.  have  been  caught.  A  word  of  warning 
to  those  who  fish  at  the  Surbiton  Sewer  seems  to  be 
nece=sary.    It  is  not  quite  sportsmanlike,  and  cer- 
tainly illegal,  to  scoop  up  with  a  well-net  all  the  fish 
in  the  well  of  the  punt,  under-iized,  as  well  as  just 
sizeable  fish,  and  place  them  all  in  a  bag  to  take  away. 
Mr.  Young,  of  the  Stag  at  Datchet,  has  had  a  good 
lot  of  barbel  locally.  Worms  were  the  bait.  Lums- 
den  has  taken  a  brace  of  trout,  one  of  6^1b.  and 
another  of  5lb.  The  Surrey  Advertiser  prints  the  fol- 
lowing : — "  The  old  Abbey  Mill  river,whioh  is  so  well 
known  by  all  local  people,  and  which  contains  some 
very  pretty  scenery,  is  now  closed  definitely  to  the 
public.    The  owner  is  Mr.  Cook,  of  Abbey  Chase, 
Chertsey,  who  is  respected  in  the  town  and  district 
as  a  thorough  spo.tsman  and  gentleman.  The 
closing  was  refened  to  in  a  London  contemporary 
in  terms  rather  wide  of  the  real  facts.    It  appeirs 
that  Mr.  Cook  has  invariably  endeavoured  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  tho^e  desiring  to  view  the  river  if 
approached  in  a  proper  manner,  but  unfortunately 
of  recent  years  his  generosity  has  been  sadly  abused, 
not  by  local  folk,  but  in  many  instances  by  persons 
who  come  to  the  district  from  London  and  take  it  for 
granted  that  they  can  enter  the  stream  at  vrill  and 
practically  do  as  they  please.    Recently  several 
parties  have  found  the  entrance  which  is  near 
Penton     Hook     Lock    most    scientifically  and 
effectually  blocked.     Across  the  river  has  been 
placed  a  very  fine  boom,  constructed  in  such  a 
maimer  that  it  can  be  raised  and  lowered  at  will, 
large  baulks  of  timber  being  used,  and  studded  with 
spikes,  so  that  adventurous  parties  cannot  negotiate 
it  when  in  its  proper  position.   Mr.  Cook  has  several 
tenants,  who  for  many  years  have  used  the  river  and 
appreciated  its  quietude  and  beauties.   For  the  con- 
venience of  these  there  is  a  gate  over  the  water, 
which  can  be  locked  or  uidocked  at  their  convenience. 
Persons  who  have  no  right  on  the  water  have 
shown  their  resentment,  but  at  Chert-ey,  at  any 
rate,  local  feeling  is  in  favour  of  Mr.  Cook,  who  is 
simply  protecting  his  own  property.  At  the  Chertsey 
end  of  the  Mill  river,  too,  it  is  also  very  pretty, 
and  persons  resident  in  the  town  have  but  rarely 
infringed  on  Mr.  Cook's  rights.    The  backwater  is 
due  to  the  monks  of  the  old  Chertsey  Abbey,  who, 
among  the  other  useful  works  they  performed,  cut 
the    waterway  in    question.    To   sum    up,  Mr. 
Cook  has  proved  his  ancient  rights  up  to  the 
hilt,  and  the  pubho   have   only   themselves  to 
thank  if  he  is  stricter  than  ever  as  regards  the 
Abbey  river,   as  so  many  of  liis  kind  permissions 
have  been  so  greatly  abused  in  the  past."  This 
very  interesting  paragraph  has  brought  forth  the 
following  rejoinder  from  a  Staines  resident  who 
writes  to  the  Thames  and  Lock  to  Lock  Titnes  as 
follows:  "In  reference  to  your  comments  on  the 
above,  and  imderstanding  that  the  written  law 
allowed  pubUc  navigation  wherever  Thames  water 
flowed  through  a  backwater,  I  inquired  why  the 
Thames  Conservancy  had  allowed  a  barrier  or  gate 
to  be  fixed  at  the  entrance  to  the  Abbey  river. 
The  replj'  was:  'We  have  no  more  control  over 
blocking   the  entrance   of    this  river    than  we 
have  over  your  planting  a  tree  in  your  own 
garden,'    and    referred    me    to    deeds  dealing 
with    the  exclusive    rights    the  'owners'  held, 
dating  back  previously  to  the  Act  relating  to  the 
Thames  Conservancy.    Now,  surely  there  is  some- 
thing very  rotten  here.    The  Thames  Conservancy 
practically,  in  their  letter  of  Aug.  1,  1904,  incited 
the  public  to  assert  their  rights  by  a  very  clearly 
defined  statement,  and  tliis  year,  when  taxed  with 
allowing  the  river   to  be  closed,  they  beg  the 
question,  and  shield  themselve;  behmd  'private 
rights'  that  a  good  many  of  us  would  like  to  see 
proved.    Undoubtedly,  the  matter  needs  sifting 
to  the  bottom."     So  far  as  I   can  personally 
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recollect  the  rivpr  baa  been  private  property, 
(but  thei'e  is  no  doubt  that  those  who  use  the 
river  as  ^  pleasure  resort  are  resenting  the 
fact  that  many  backwaters  are  closed  to  them. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  has  been  running 
in  fairly  good  condition  duiing  the  week,  but  owing 
to  the  very  rough  winds  angling  has  almost  been 
impossible  at  times,  consequently  sport  has  again 
been  slow.  Some  fairly  good  perch  have  been 
caught,  and  Mr.  Radcliffe  and  another  have  taken 
some  chub  with  the  fly  up  to  3Jlb.,  while  others 
have  taken  some  of  these  fish  up  to  31b.  on  cheese 
paste.  Mr.  G.  W.  Reeves  and  Mr.  H.  Littlewood 
have  been  taking  some  nice  roach  up  to  1  lb.  Mr.  J. 
Carter  has  landed  some  of  these  fi-h  up  to  1  lb.  3oz. 
Gudgeon  still  come  freely  to  the  rake,  and  a  lot  of 
these  fish  are  being  caught.  G.  Arlett  has  been 
trying  the  barbel  with  a  client,  but  the  result  has 
only  been  one  or  two  good  eels  and  some  perch. 
He  tells  me  the  one  or  two  cold  nights  we  have 
had  has  taken  these  fish  off  the  feed.  Boach  are 
still  feeding  well  during  the  la=t  hour  or  so  of 
fishing,  and  at  Shiplake  G.  Smith,  fishins;  with  a 
local  angler,  has  taken  a  bag  of  181b.  of  these  fish, 
best  fish.  1  lb.  4oz.  There  are  two  meetings  of 
anglers  in  Henley  this  week,  and  when  these  have 
been  held,  I  shall  be  able  to  say  whether  there  will 
be  one  or  two  angling  clubs  in  Henley. — Spakley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Teddingrton  Weir). — Fi  hing  has  been 
very  good  here  the  last  ten  days,  punts  have  been 
getting  from  eight  to  twelve  dozen  fine  dace  per 
day ;  I  have  been  out  three  days  and  got  twenty 
dozen  roach  and  dace,  two  jack.  Two  hours  early 
morning  with  Mr.  P.  Curtis,  six  barbel,  returned; 
three  hours  ditto  Mr.  Tedcote  fourteen  barbel, 
largest  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Denneford  had  good  takes  of 
roach  each  day  with  the  weed,  several  jack  have 
also  been  taken.  I  had  four  days  on  the  Avon 
(Wilts),  last  week,  but  owing  to  weeds  and  bad 
weather  the  fishing  was  not  as  good  as  usual.  Mr. 
H.  E.  Rose,  of  Ravenscourt  Park,  last  week  in  one 
of  my  punts,  fishing  with  Harry  Bishop,  took  a 
barbel,  7|lb.,  on  No.  12  roa?h  hook. — Walter 
McBride. 

Thames  (Weybridge).— Sept.  13,  Mr.  H.  Curr 
(fisherman),  out  with  several  gentlemen,  good  takes 
of  roach,  a  few  bream  and  perch;  T.  Strudwick 
(fisherman),  similar  takes  of  the  above,  including 
perch,  no  specimen  fish,  but  of  a  decent  size.  Our 
angling  association  fish  a  match  with  the  Addle- 
stone  Angling  Association  at  their  annual  invite, 
with  a  convivial  spread  and  prizes  to-morrow.  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  private  takes  of  fish  tliis 
week. — C.  A.  Shaylob. 

Blagdon  Lake. — The  fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  Sept.  9  is  as  follows : — On  Sept.  4,  Mr. 
Appleton,  two  trout.  31b.  14oz.  and  lib.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
Philip  George,  two,  4lb.  and  31b.  12oz.  On  Sept.  5, 
Mr.  L.  A.  Huth,  five,  1  lb.  l.Soz.,  1  lb.  9oz.,  1  lb.  7oz., 
lib.  13oz.,  and  31b.;  Mr.  C.  S.  Lovell  and  Mr.  V. 
S.  Lovell,  eleven,  1  lb.  8oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  21b.  8oz., 
1  lb.  4oz.,  1  lb.  12oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  12oz., 
31b.  12oz.,  41b.  8oz.,  and  51b.  On  Sept.  6,  Mr.  C. 
S.  Lovell  and  Mr.  V.  S.  Lovell,  two,  1  lb.  6oz.  and 
lib.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  L.  A.  Huth,  six,  4lb.  12oz.,  31b., 
31b.,  lib.,  lib.  4oz.,  and  lib.  Soz.  On  Sept.  7, 
Mr.  L.  A.  Huth,  two.  31b.  14oz.  and  1  lb.  (from 
bank) ;  Mr.  C.  S.  Lovell  and  Mr.  V.  S.  Lovell,  seven, 
lib.  4oz.,  lib.  r2oz.,  lib.  14oz.,  31b.,  31b.  12oz., 
31b.  4oz.,  and  41b.  loz. ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  three, 
31b.  .5oz.,  21b.  3oz.,  and  31b.  7oz.  On  Sept.  8,  Mr. 
L.  A.  Huth,  three,  31b.  lloz.,  4lb.,  and  lib.  13oz.  ; 
Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  six,  5lb.  15oz.,  41b.  15oz.,  31b.  7oz., 
21b.  14oz.,  1  lb.  12oz.,  and  1  lb.  4oz.  (the  last  three 
returned  to  water) ;  Mr.  C.  S.  Lovell  and  Mr.  V.  S. 
Lovell,  five,  61b.  4oz.,  21b.,  1  lb.  4oz.,  41b.  2oz., 
and  81b.  12oz.  On  Sept.  9,  Mr.  L.  A.  Huth,  four, 
51h.,  1  lb.  8oz.,  1  lb.,  and  1  lb.  4oz.;  Mr.  John  Warne, 
three,  fjlb.,  4lb.,  and  31b.  12oz. 

Bottisham  Iiooks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  most 
days  since  my  last  report,  it  has  been  very  boisterous 
by  the  river.-ide,  with  occasionally  heavy  showers, 
but  the  rivor  now  has  a  nice  stain  on  it  and  is  in 
fair  order.  Bream,  sport  slow,  a  few  had  up  to 
3|lb.  Roach  anglers  are  now  giving  more  attention 
to  them,  some  few  bags  up  to  Clb.  and  81b.,  numerous 
ones  31b.  and  41b.  each.  Perch,  sport  improving,  some 
nice  fish  are  being  had.  Pike,  at  present  only  a  few 
grassed ;  the  river  i-eems  to  be  full  of  them. 
Weather  at  time  of  writing  is  calmer.  Prospects 
all  round  are  good  on  this  stretch  of  water. — John 
O.  Geokciic,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is 
now  fairly  high  after  the  recent  freshet,  but  it  is 
very  coloured.  The  rain  was  badly  needed  as  the 
streams  had  got  very  low,  l>ut  the  fish  have  gone 
int  )  the  higher  waters,  where  they  are  reported  to 
be  in  large  numbers,  and  some  good  catches  have 
been  made.  Mr.  Jackson  has  had  good  sport  with 
salmon,  and  some  fair  baskets  have  been  taken  at 
Buckfastleigh.    In  the  lower  reaches,  however,  very 


little  is  recorded,  and  small  dishes  of  trout  have 
been  had  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  Townve.nd. — 
Devonian. 

Derbyshire  Streams. — The  Derwent  has  been 
out  of  order,  though  now  probably  clear  again,  but 
on  some  of  its  tributaries  I  had  fairly  good  sport 
early  this  month.  On  the  Bakewell  section  of  the 
Wye  the  grayling  were  capricious  as  usual,  and  on 
each  occasion  only  fed  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  I 
had  three  and  a  half  brace,  chiefly  with  the  Black 
Gnat,  in  two  afternoons.  Trout  were  rising  very 
little  on  this  river.  They  were  taking  fairly  well  on 
a  private  stream  near,  to  which  I  had  access,  and  here 
my  best  brace  weighed  21b.  lloz.  These  took  a 
small  Red  Quill.  I  had  a  few  hours  on  the  Dove 
from  the  Charles  Cotton,  and  got  a  brace  of  sizeable 
fish  and  some  small  ones.  The  Red  Ta^  was 
favourite  here.  A  short  day  on  the  Manifold  yielded 
two  and  a  half  brace  of  fair  fish.  Here  the  trout 
greatly  preferred  a  crimson  hackle  to  anything  else. 
It  is  a  most  lovely  river,  far  clearer  than  the  Dove, 
but  special  leave  has  to  be  obtained. — J.  Paul 
Taylou. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — Again 
a  week  of  unsettled  waters  and  of  little  sport. 
What  fish  have  been  taken  at  Salmon  Hall  were  of 
good  size  and  in  the  pink  of  condition. — Black 
Tom  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Although  the  Lew,  Oke- 
ment,  and  Torridge  were  in  very  fair  condition  last 
week,  no  very  large  baskets  are  recorded.  Those 
that  have  been  landed,  however,  are  in  splendid 
condition.  Good  sport  has  been  obtained  by 
wormers,  and  salmon  fishermen  want  the  water 
clear  as  a  good  number  of  fish  are  cn  the  move. 
The  Carey  has  been  in  flood,  and  few  fly  fishermen 
have  ventured  out.  On  the  Blagdon  Lake  one 
rod  had  a  nice  brace  of  trout,  one  scaling  Jib. 
Mr.  E.  Underbill  has  had  some  good  sport  with 
bass  in  the  Teign,  and  two  of  the  many  he  landed 
scaled  5lb.  and  3Jlb.  respectively.  An  "  Izaak 
Walton  Angling  Association  "  has  just  been  formed 
at  Exeter,  and  judging  by  the  earnestness  of  those 
present  the  Association  should  do  a  great  deal  to 
infuse  life  in  local  angling  circles.  Already  eight 
prizes  have  been  offered  for  competition.— 
Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — I  hear  some  salmon 
in  good  condition  are  now  in  the  upper  portions  of 
the  Exe.  Some  good  perch,  roach,  and  tench 
have  lately  been  caught,  the  first  two  named  near 
St.  David's  Station,  Cowley  and  Exwick  districts, 
and  all  three,  as  well  as  eels,  in  our  favourite  canal. 
Some  extraordinary  fishing,  unknown  for  its  equal, 
has  been  had  at  Exmoutti ;  the  mackerel,  at  high 
water,  went  into  the  docks,  and  remained,  attack- 
ing the  small  fry  in  shoals,  and  with  rod  and  line 
thousands  have  been  caught. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Trout  fishers  on  the 
Thames  finding  their  occupation  gone  may  get 
sport  until  the  end  of  the  month  if  they  turn  their 
attention  to  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries.  The  water 
has  been  freshened  by  the  rains,  and  there  is  a  fair 
run  in  most  of  the  tributaries.  In  the  Heitford 
district  on  Sept.  10  a  trout  of  4lb.  was  taken  on  a 
tight  line  by  a  roach  fisher.  At  AVare,  St.  Margaret's 
and  Rye  House  good  takes  of  rocch  have  been 
made.  On  Thursday  the  water  in  the  lower  reaches 
was  bright  and  little  affected  by  the  rain  over  night. 
— IzA.A.K  Walton. 

liJigg  and  Arrow  (LeomlnatAr).— Both  these 
noted  streams  are  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out. 
A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  on  the  river,  and 
have  used  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect,  Silver 
Twist,  Wickham,  and  September  Dun,  and  some 
very  nice-sized  grayling  and  a  few  trout  have  been 
landed.    The  grayling  are  rising  better  of  late. — 

GWYNJNE. 

Otter  (Bndleiirh  Salterton). — The  season  on  the 
RoUe  Estate  water  ended  on  Aug.  31.  On  the 
whole,  it  may  be  said  to  have  been  a  fair  season, 
and  the  last  two  weeks  of  August  were,  perhaps, 
the  best  part  of  it.  A  rod  at  Newton  Poppleford 
had  very  good  sport,  taking  several  fine  trout,  of 
weight  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  The  fish  are  still  in  per- 
fect condition.  Fishing  may  still  be  had  through- 
out the  present  month  on  certain  portions  of  the 
river,  and,  of  course,  on  the  free  portion  near  this 
place,  and  there  is  always  a  chance  of  a  peal  with 
fiy  or  minnow.  The  river  is  now  (Sept.  13)  in  good 
condition. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Wednesday  evening, 
and  it  is  raining  nicely.  Just  what  was  wanted, 
although  our  head  has  been  much  more  fishable 
than  some  of  the  other  reaches  "  above  the  locks," 
and  very  decent  sport  Ifas  been  had  generally. 
Messrs.  Vause  and  Beale,  on  Sept.  10,  t  )ok  some 
decent  roach,  the  best  going  just  over  1  lb.  Mr. 
Drysdale,  of  Cambridge,  to-day  has  had  some 
decent  tench  again,  the  best  l^lb.,  and  a  lot  of 
other  kinds — roach,  perch,  and  bream — but  they 


ran  small.  Messrs.  Cock  and  West  have  had 
principally  eels  as  their  reward. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingrdon). — The  water  is  now  remark- 
ably daar,  and  owing  probably  to  this  fact  and  the 
very  boisterous  weather  which  has  prevailed  during 
the  week  fish  have  not  been  at  all  in  a  feeding 
humour.  Prospects  are  by  no  means  good,  nor  will 
they  improve,  I  think,  until  we  have  had  a  very 
heavy  rain. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  have  at  last  had  a  regular 
good  wash  out,  and  the  peal  and  salmon  in  the 
lower  reaches  have  been  able  to  get  up.  1  hear 
very  good  reports  from  the  Tavy  and  the  Dart.  In 
this  latter  river  they  are  doing  a  good  thing  in 
night-linitig  to  get  rid  of  the  eels  and  1  irge  cannibal  ' 
trout,  of  which  there  are  a  lot  in  the  rivers. — 
William  Hkarder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neoh). — These  rivers  still  continue  in  very  fair  con- 
dition for  all  kinds  of  angling,  and  frequent  showers 
of  rain  are  welcomed,  as  they  tend  to  freshen  up  the 
streams,  and  good  sport  is  being  had  all  round,  and 
some  nice  trout  taken  from  the  Tanat  and  Cain, 
and  a  few  from  the  V^yrnwy,  but  the  best  sport  in 
the  last-named  river,  as  well  as  in  the  Severn,  is 
obtained  amongst  the  coarser  kinds  of  fish, 
especially  with  pike,  chub,  and  perch.  A  few  gray- 
ling have  also  been  taken  in  the  Vyinwy. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  Some 
tons  of  water  have  fallen  during  the  week,  and 
rivers  are  now  in  good  order.  A  pike  of  6 Jib.  and 
roach  up  to  ]i^\h.  are  notified  from  the  Fletching 
portion  of  the  Ouse,  but  from  the  Barcombe  and 
Cuckmere  water  the  report  has  not  reached  me. 
At  Dell  Quay,  diichester  Harbour,  a  quantity  of 
smelt  have  been  taken  ;  bass  up  to  14oz. ;  and  lower 
down  a  few  mullet  and  flatfish.  Chichester  Canal  is 
in  a  sad  state — not  only  the  weeds,  which  are  like  a 
green  lawn  in  the  lower  reaches,  but  from  the 
pollution  of  the  water.  The  citizens  pay  heavy 
rates  and  taxes,  and  the  waterway,  which  has 
afforded  sport  for  many  years,  is  in  every  sense 
neglected.  For  the  past  fortnight,  I  am  intormed, 
the  refuse  from  the  gasworks  has  been  discharged 
into  the  ba,sin  of  the  canal.  Tons  of  water  from  the 
gasometer  tanks  with  an  abominable  stench  and  fish 
of  all  descriptions  dead  or  dying  may  be  seen  in  the 
basin  and  upper  reaches — large  carp,  bream  up  to 
41b.,  and  smaller  fish  in  thousands.  The  cattle  by  the 
canal  side  and  horses  by  the  basin  refuse  to  drink, 
and  the  farmers  are  protesting  loudly  at  the 
pollution.  The  surveyor  and  many  members  of 
the  council  have  visited  the  canal,  and  for  the 
time  stopped  the  influx.  The  surface  of  the  basin 
may  at  times  be  seen  covered  with  a  film  of  many 
colours — from  the  tar  water,  I  presume.  The 
citizens  are  bestirring  themselves  and  think  it 
imperative  to  put  a  stop  to  the  pollution  of  the 
best  angUng  resort  in  the  South,  and  a  pleasant 
summer  walk  for  both  citizens  and  visitors.  A  few 
good  bream,  perch,  and  roach  have  been  taken 
below  Donnington,  but  the  Birdham  water  between 
locks  is  now  the  best  venue  for  sport. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — River  in  excellent  order. 
Many  salmon  and  sewin  up.  Salmon  caught  during 
week;  121b.,  101b.,  91b.,  4ilb.  ;  several  been  on  and 
lost.  Trout  have  also  been  going  fairly  well. 
Baskets  up  to  61b.,  caught  mostly  with  the  minnow. 
Prospects  of  sport  could  not  be  better. — Vic. 

Tame  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order, 
a  few  anglers  have  been  out  of  late,  and  used  fly, 
worm,  maggot,  and  wasp  grub,  and  fair  sport  has 
been  had.  Fishing  below  Ludford  an  angler  took 
four  grayhng  and  a  brace  of  trout  with  the  Silver 
Twist  and  Wickham.  With  worm  along  the  FoUey 
a  few  nice  fish  have  been  landed.  Fishing  at  Wasp- 
fields,  in  the  Tenbury  district,  a  Ludlow  angler 
landed  twenty  fish. — S.  Ludlow. 

TorcrosB  Ley. — Water  in  fine  condition.  Beauti- 
ful weather  now.  Capital  sport  every  day  with  the 
perch  and  rudd.  The  bay  is  still  full  of  mackerel, 
and  the  hookers  are  having  a  good  time.  There 
has  been  a  good  many  bass  taken  Oif  the  Start. — 
Wm.  Vickery. 

Trent  (Newark). — Angling  his  been  quiet 
during  the  past  week,  a  fluctuating  water,  storms 
and  high  winds  preveating  many  from  being  on 
the  banks  of  the  river.  Roach  fishermen  have 
fared  best,  wheat  and  white  paste  being  the  most 
killing  lures,  and  some  fair  samples,  up  to  just  over 
the  pound,  have  been  taken.  Chub,  but  chiefly 
small,  have  been  bagged.  Barbel,  bream,  and  dace 
have  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Some 
fair  pike  have  been  taken  from  the  Muskham 
water  by  Mr.  EUiss  and  others.  A  shad,  measuring 
23in.  in  length,  and  ll^in.  in  girth,  was  takea 
below  the  Tubular  Bridge  on  Monday.  The  fish 
only  weighed  21b.  14oz.,  and  was  in  poor  condition. 
Prospects  at  present  not  very  favourable. — Treni- 
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Tyne,  North  and  Soutli,  and  Neighbonring 
Bivers. — Our  uorthera  rivers  are  in  good  fishing 
order.  The  Rede  is  fishing  well,  and  salmon  nro 
plentiful.  A  Newcastle  angler  killed  two  good  fi=li 
of  171b.  and  221b..  and  a  good  basket  of  twenty- 
five  trout,  all  fly.  North  Tyne  is  fishing  well  oa 
the  private  stretches.  Excellent  sport  is  reported. 
Trout  fisliing  on  the  (Jeorge  Hotel  water,  Choller- 
ford,  is  doing  well,  several  baskets  of  trout  being 
caught  with  worm  and  fly.  The  Tyne  at  Hexham  is 
fishing  well ;  heavy  baskets  of  trout  and  dace  are 
reported.  On  the  Wylam  water  two  salmon  have 
fallen  to  the  fly.  The  Coquet  is  in  ths  pink  of 
condition,  and  good  sport  is  being  experienced. 
Mr.  Rinner,  three  salmon,  191b.,  161b.,  and  71b.  ; 
Jlr.  Spiner,  two  salmon,  221b.  and  61b.,  and  several 
other  takes  of  good  fish.  Wilkinson,  Butcher,  Jock 
Scott  are  the  principal  lures. — Henky  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (TTak). — There  was  a  much-needed  rise  in  the 
river  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last  of  3ft.  or  4ft.  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  heavy  rain,  and  the  river 
is  at  the  time  of  writing  in  better  condition  for  the 
salmon  angler  than  it  has  been  since  the  beginning 
of  the  season,  and,  better  still,  is  likely  to  remain  B) 
for  some  time  to  come.  There  were  several  fish 
touched  on  Monday,  and  the  following  kills  were 
reported  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  12:  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride, 
one,  121b.,  in  the  Llwynch  ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  four,  151b., 
141b.,  121b.,  and  81b.,  three  in  the  Withy  Bed  and 
one  in  the  Garcoed  Flat ;  Mr.  Mordaunt,  two,  one 
of  81b. ;  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one  (first  of  the  season) ; 
Mr.  Mervyn  King,  two,  101b.  and  lljlb.,  in  the 
Bindings  and  the  Weir  Pool.— T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendonl. — Better  takes  are  being 
had  since  the  stormy  weather,  the  bream  showing  a 
tendency  to  feed ;  whOe  jack  are  beginning  to  move, 
several  of  these  taking  the  bread  paste  intended, 
for  other  fish. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — There  has 
been  a  very  nice  woodland  water  coming  down  the 
Derwent  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week,  and  a 
great  many  anglers  have  been  out,  but  only  a  few 
have  succeeded  in  basketing  a  decent  dish  of  fish, 
the  Wye  being  in  better  trim  for  the  fly  than  the 
Derwent,  as  the  former  river  clears  so  much 
sooner  than  the  latter,  and  some  fairly  good 
baskets  of  both  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
obtained.  Bottom  fishing  has  had  to  be  resorted 
to  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  Derwent,  in  those 
parts  where  it  is  allowed.  However,  the  prospect 
should  be  much  better,  as  the  weather  appears  to 
be  more  settled,  and  grayling  should  be  more  on 
the  feed,  as  there  is  a  better  stock  of  grayling  in 
these  rivers  than  trout.  Useful  flies  :  Ash  Dun, 
Apple  Green,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Partridge  Hackle, 
Hare's  Ear,  Whirling  Blue  Dun,  and  Claret  Bumble. 
— Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — I  never  knew  grayling  rise  with 
more  freedom  than  they  are  doing  at  present,  and  I 
have  fished  for  this  fine  autumn  and  winter  sporting 
fish  for  over  forty  years  now.  During  the  last  three 
days  I  have  been  getting  from  eight  to  ten  brace  in 
a  few  hours'  angling.  The  grayling  take  the  Dark 
Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Claret  Dun  and  Red  Palmer. 
Prospects  for grayUngfishingcould  not  be  better  than 
they  are  at  present.  In  the  lower  reaches  some  very 
good  ba.sketsof  trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught 
•  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon  with  the  fly  and 
worm.  Lower  down,  at  Boroughbridge,  sport 
amongst  the  coarse  fish  has  been  fair,  some  very 
nice  roach,  perch,  and  barbel  have  been  caught. 
Mr.  R.  Kersh»w,  a  local  angler,  landed  a  barbel  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  weighing  61b.  lOoz.,  being  one 
of  the  finest  caught  this  season  at  Borough- 
bridge.  There  was  two  or  three  feet  of  fresh 
water  at  the  time.  The  Swale  has  been  run- 
ning fairly  high  for  several  days  now.  In  the 
upper  reaches,  the  grayling  are  beginning  to 
rise  more  freely,  the  be.st  flies  being  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Poulfc  Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Pale 
Autumn  Dun.  Grood  sport  has  been  met  with  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  this  river  in  the  district  of 
Boldeisby  and  Brafferton.  Last  week  Mr.  G.  Wood, 
of  York,  had  a  very  good  catch  fishing  at  Thornton 
Bridge  near  Brafferton.  During  the  week  he 
landed  eight  pike  weighing  in  the  aggregate  331b., 
the  two  largest  turning  the  scale  at  13lb.  Amongst 
his  catch  he  had  one  perch  weighing  l^lb.,  and 
thirteen  chub,  their  united  weight  being  42  Jib. 
The  total  weight  of  his  week's  catch  altogether 
weighed  771b.  The  Nidd  has  been  running  in  very 
fair  condition,  and  some  very  nice  sport  has  been 
met  with  in  the  higher  reaches.  At  Pately  Bridge, 
Dacre  Banks,  and  Knaresborough  some  very  nice 
skets  of  trout  and  grayhng  have  been  caught 

.t,h  the  fly.  In  this  particular  river  the 
grayling  are  becoming  more  plentiful  than  in 
rer;ent  years.  The  Wharfe  has  had  a  good  rousing 
f  rf;Hh  since  last  report :  rain  falling  on  the  hills 
jsed  the  river  to  rise  considerably  on  Saturday 
t.    Since  then  the  river  has  been  running  in 

lendid  condition  for  fly.    Very  good  baskets  of 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  jjublished  in 
this  paper. 

Occasional  Notes    207 

In  the  Vale  of  Evesham  (illus)   238 

The  Thames  Trout  Fishing  Season    209 

Sealey's  Interchangeable  Tackle  (illus.)    20U 

International  Bait  and  Fly  Casting  Tourna- 
ment   209 

More  Jottings   211 

The  "  W.  H.  V."  Special  Waterproofing   211 

Freudenstadt  (Black  Forest)    211 

Close  of  the  Salmon  Netting  in  the  Sol  way    ...  217 

Notes  from  the  North    217 


trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught  during  the  week. 
A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  in  the 
upper  reaches  at  Bumsall,  Grassington,  Adding- 
ham,'  and  Ilkley.  A  good  cast  of  flies  for  this 
particular  liver  has  been  Orange  Woodcock,  Water- 
Hen  Bloa,  Dark  Needle,  and  Blue  Midge.  In  the 
lower  reaches  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met 
with  at  Arthington,  Collingham,  Tadcaster,  and 
Ulleskelf,  and  some  very  nice  baskets  of  dace  have 
been  taken  with  maggot  and  wasp  grub.  Prospects 
for  sport  in  the  coming  week-end  could  not  be 
better. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beanly  and  Conon. — During  the  past  week 
anglers  from  Moniack  Castle  and  Balblair  House 
had  two  grilse  of  5^1b.  and  61b.  on  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  Beauly,  as  well  as  a  dozen  sea-trout  ranging 
from  1  lb.  2oz.  up  to  21b.  8oz.  On  the  Home  reaches 
seven  grilse,  ranging  from  4ilb.  to  71b.,  as  well  as 
two  salmon  of  91b.  and  11  lb.,  were  grassed,  together 
with  seven  sea-trout.  On  the  upper  reaches  very 
good  sport  was  had,  particularly  on  the  Struy  beat, 
where  the  Me.-srs.  Barry  had  six  on  the  evening  of 
Sept.  6.  Good  sport  was  also  had  by  Mr.  Henderson 
and  party,  atBraulen,  Lord  Fitzhardinge  and  party, 
at  Eskadale,  Mr.  Palley  and  party,  at  Erchless, 
and  the  visitors  of  Major  Clarke,  on  the  Fasnakyle 
waters.  On  the  Conon  very  good  fishing  was  had 
on  the  several  beats,  the  river  being  in  very  good 
ply  during  the  week.  Five  grilse  were  had  by 
Capt.  Combe  and  party,  on  the  Strathconon  waters, 
while  Mr.  English  and  party,  at  Scatwell,  Mr. 
Stirling,  at  Fairburn,  as  well  as  an  angler  on  the 
Brahan  Castle  waters  were  all  successful.  Lochs 

ROSQTJE,  ACHANALT,  LuiCHABT,  AND  GabVE.  The 

above  four  Ross-shire  lochs  yielded  very  fair  sport 
to  the  anglers  who  visited  them  during  the  week. 
On  Loohrosque,  Sir  Arthur  Bignold  and  party  had 
some  very  good  baskets  of  trout.  The  heaviest 
creel  obtained  during  the  week  was  one  of  171b., 
and  the  best  trout  a  beauty  scaling  21b.  lOoz. 
Messrs.  Beaufort  and  Sommerville  did  well  on 
Achanalt,  but  the  best  basket  was  had  on  Sept.  7 
by  a  visitor,  who  had  five  beautiful  trout,  weighing 
131b.  9oz.,  the  heaviest  of  which  scaled  31b.  lOoz. 
Anglers  from  Garve  Hotel  continue  to  frequent 
Loch  Luichart,  and  had  a  few  nice  creels,  although 
much  hampered  by  pike.  The  best  creel  was  one 
weighing  11  lb.  8oz.,  the  best  trout  in  which  was  a 
beauty  of  nearly  21b.  Visitors  to  Strathpefler  and 
Garve  were  out  on  five  days  of  the  week  trying 
their  luck  on  Loch  Garve,  and  had  very  fair  returns. 
The  best  recorded  take  was  had  on  Sept.  6  and 
weighed  101b.,  the  number  of  trout  being  twelve. 
The  best  trout  had  during  the  week  was  one  of 
21b.  2oz.  The  weather  was  in  the  main  wild  and 
.stormy,  and  the  most  successful  individual  angler 
was  Rev.  Mr.  Mcintosh,  Garve  Hotel.  A  pike  of 
151b.  was  killed  on  Sept.  7.  Achiltibdie. — Fishing 
from  the  above  hotel  in  Wester  Ross,  on  Sept.  1, 
Messrs.  Marsden  and  Ferrars  had  four  brown  trout 
and  two  sea-trout  on  Loch  Oiskaig,  the  total  weight 
of  the  basket  being  9|lb.  On  Sept.  2,  Messrs.  Day 
and  Rigg,  fishing  Loch  Rae,  had  seven  trout,  scaling 
4^1b.  On  Sept.  4,  Messrs.  Day  and  Rigg,  fishing 
Loch  Badgyle,  had  twenty-seven  nice  trout,  scaling 
131b.,  and  Messrs.  Marsden  and  Ferrars,  on  Loch 
Skinieh,  nine  trout,  aggregating  3|lb.  Loch 
Maree. — Grand  sport  continues  to  be  had  on 
Loch  Maree  by  anglers  from  Loch  Maree  and  Kin- 
lochewe  Hotels.  The  total  catch  for  the  past  week 
was  165  sea-trout,  scaling  1401b.  8oz.,  which  means 
remarkably  good  angling.  The  following  are  the 
details  of  the  catch: — Fishing  from  Loch  Maree 
Hotel,  on  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Wortley  had  six  sea-trout, 
weighing  o^lb. ;  Mr.  MacGregor,  three  of  IJlb. ;  and 
Mr.  Morton,  three  of  2^1b.  On  Sept.  2,  Mr.  Jackson 
had  four  of  31b.  ;  Mr.  Morgan,  three,  41b. ;  and  Mr. 
Macgregor,  five,  4lb.  From  Kinlochewe  Hotel,  on 
the  same  date.  Major  Hopwood  had  five  sea-trout, 
8Jlb.,  two  of  the  trout  weighing  21b.  2oz.  and  two 
ot  1  lb.  12oz.  From  the  Kinlochewe  Hotel,  on 
Sept.  4,  Major  Hopwood  had  eight  sea-trout,  scaling 


121b.  8oz.,  the  largest  being  a  beauty  of  -lib.  8oz., 
while  othern  in  the  crool  scaled  21b.  8oz.,  21b.  4oz., 
and  21b.  Mr.  Gunyon  had  throe  of  21b.,  fro 
Maroo  Hotel,  on  Sept.  4;  Mr.  Hope  Finl  iy  landed 
five,  5Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Carmi-hael,  two  of  :jlb.  On 
Sept.  5,  fishing  from  Kinlochewe  Hotel,  .Maior 
Hopwood  ha<l  two,  2^Ib.  (largest,  2Ib. ) ;  and  .Mr. 
Browne,  nine,  5,?lb.,  the  largest  s-aling  21b.  Fishing 
from  Loch  Maree  Hotel,  on  Sept.  5,  Mr.  (iunyon 
hud  four,  31b. ;  Mr.  Hope  Finlay,  tf?n.  91b.  ;  Mr. 
MacGregor,  six,  scaling  8oz.  eaf;h  ;  and  Mr.  .Iaf;kson, 
two  of  the  same  weight.  From  Loch  Ma-'oo  Hotel, 
on  Sept.  6,  Mr.  Hope  Finlay  had  six,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Jackson,  six  of  31b. ;  Mr.  Carmichasl,  one,  21b.  8oz. ; 
and  Mr.  Morgan,  one  of  21b.  From  Kinlochewe 
Hotel,  on  Sept.  7,  Captain  Lyon  had  a  basket  of 
eight,  weighing  7^1b.,  in  which  was  a  beauty  of 
31b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Hope  Finlay,  ten,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Car- 
michaol,  three,  '.i^lh.  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  two,  1  lb. ;  and 
Mr.  Flood,  two  of  8oz.  each.  Fishing  from  Loch 
Maree  Hotel,  on  Sept.  8,  Mr.  Maclagan  had  nineteen,  ' 
7|lb.  ;  Mr.  Carmichael,  twelve,  opb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morgan,  seven  of  (ijib.  ;  and  Mr.  Jackson,  three,  1  Jib. 
Loch  Fad. — Fishing  this  loch  from  the  Caledonian 
Hotel,  Ullapool,  on  Aug.  28,  Mr.  Buckie,  Leominster, 
had  nineteen  trout,  81b.,  and  on  Aug.  30,  fourteen, 
lOlb.,  two  scaling  21b.  each.  Loch  Shfrl. — On 
Sept.  4,  Mr.  Roberts,  fishing  from  Shiel  Hotel,  at 
Acharacle,  had  one  grilse  of  51b.,  while  Mr.  Currie 
and  Mr.  Calderhead  had  four  sea-trout,  3ilb.  On 
Sept.  5,  Mr.  Calderhead  landed  a  beautiful  sea-trout 
of  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Currie,  three  of  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Roberts, 
two  of  Iflb. ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  one,  lib. — A.  R. 

Border  Hak  and  Liddle. — Salmon  are  showing 
freely  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  R.  H. 
Monkhouse  had  a  sea-trout  and  a  number  of  herUag 
with  minnow.  In  the  Graham  Arms  water  several 
good  hauls  of  herling  and  sea-trout  have  been 
made.  In  the  Double  water,  Mr.  J.  Elston 
caught  four  sea-trout  and  a  few  herling  above 
Netherby  Hall  at  one  fishing.  In  a  little  over 
a  week's  fishing  Mr.  Elston  has  caught  over 
a  dozen  sea-trout,  and  several  good  baskets  of 
hei-ling.  Fishing  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water,  Mr. 
J.  Jackson  had  a  dozen  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Mason  had 
1  our  sea-trout ;  and  on  Monday  Air.  Robinson  caught 
three  sea-trout  and  half  a  score  of  herling  above 
the  bridge.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  J.  D. 
Williams  had  four  sea-trout  and  four  herling,  and 
Mr.  De  la  Fosse  twenty-four  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Wm.  T.  Hutton  had  some  herling  and  over  three 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  Ewes,  and  in  Langholm 
water  he  caught  nine  yellow  trout  and  a  few 
herling.  In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  A.  Porteous 
had  three  sea-trout  and  nineteen  herling;  Mr. 
Wm.  Rain,  one  sea-trout  and  ten  herUng ;  Mr. 
J.  Brockbank,  two  sea-trout  and  seven  herling. 
Fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr. 
Taylor  had  one  herUng  and  two  dozen  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  J.  Scott  a  fine  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Her- 
mitage Water ;  Mr.  D.  Ferguson,  two  herling  and 
one  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Walker  had  three  sea- 
trout  and  over  a  dozen  herling  in  Liddle  Water  ; 
Mr.  Richardson,  one  sea-trout  and  some  herUng ; 
Mr.  Thompson,  three  sea-trout  and  sev^eral  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot,  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  H.  Hardie  had  three  soa-trout  and  half  a  score 
of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  ; 
Mr.  Dickie,  a  sea-troat,  some  herling,  and  a  good 
basket  of  yellow  trout ;  while  Mr.  H.  Weir  had  half 
a  dozen  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  Taylor  a  score  of 
yellow  trout.  Mr.  J.  Beattie  and  Mr.  D. 
Crozier  had  each  good  takes.  In  Canonbie 
water  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Keeae  has  had 
several  fairly  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout, 
with  an  odd  sea  t:out  now  and  then,  and  several 
whiting.  In  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk  Mr.  D. 
Little  had  a  good  basket  of  herUng  and  sea- 
trout.  Fishing  near  Kirk  Andrews  Tower,  on 
Esk,  Mr.  Ferguson  had  three  sea-trout  and 
several  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Hodgson,  two  sea- trout 
and  a  few  herling.  Mr.  A.  Johnstone  had  three 
Iferling  m  the  Bar  stream ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  four 
herUng  and  two  sea-trout  in  the  mid  roaches ;  Mr. 
W.  Murray,  three  sea-trout  and  6  herling ;  Mr. 
Edgar,  two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr. 
A.  Warwick,  one  sea-trout  and  some  yellow 
trout  close  to  Liddle  foot ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Foster 
caught  a  nice  grilse  in  Netherby  reserved  water, 
and  Mr.  Monkhouse  a  nice  b;isket  of  herUng ; 
in  Canonbie  water.  Master  J.  Seott  had  a  sea- 
trout  and  a  herling ;  Jlr.  J.  Elston  landed  a  sea- 
trout  in  the  Double  water  at  Willow  Pool  on 
September  9,  also  three  herling  with  minnow;  Mr. 
J.  Hutton,  a  dozen  yeUow  trout  in  Ewes  ;  Mr.  W. 
Hyslop,  Seaham  Harbour,  had  five  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  Wauchope;  Mr.  D.  Bell  caught  a  grilse 
4^1b.  in  Wester  Kirk  water  ;  Mr.  Jos.  Tumbull  had 
two  sea- trout  on  September  9  in  Langholm  water ; 
Mr.  T.  Bell  two,  and  Mr.  De  la  Fosse  one  ;  Mr.  W. 
Stodart  had  some  herling,  and  Mr.  W^.  Armstrong 
three  herling  and  a  sea-trout  in  Liddle  water.  The 
net  fishing  having  closed  on  the  Solwav  Firth  on 
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Saturday  anglers  are  now  out  in  good  earnest  for 
the  salmon. — Gilnockie. 

Earn.— Lord  Wolverton  killed  ten  fish  on  Sept.  12, 
and  two  on  Sept.  13,  on  the  Dujiplin  Castle  preserved 
water,  while  Lady  Wolverton  had  a  fish  of  2yib.  on 
Sept.  12.  Mr.  E.  Ross,  Duffield,  killed  one  salmon 
on  Trinity  Gask  water  on  Sept.  12. — A.  A. 

Harris  Hotel  Waters. — The  total  catch  for  the 
week  ending  Sept.  7  was  two  salmon,  weighing 
11  fib.,  and  217  sea-trout,  weighing  131  Jib.  Among 
the  best  baskets  were  the  following: — -Mr.  Poole, 
three  trout,  8  Jib.  ;  Dr.  Charteris,  twelve  fish,  lOJlb. ; 
Mr.  Stephenson,  fourteen  fish,  201b. ;  Mr.  Stephenson, 
eight  trout,  6^1b. ;  Messrs.  Rankin  and  Woodman- 
Smith,  twelve  trout,  lUlb.  ;  Mr.  Stephenson,  fifteen 
fish,  111b.,  and  eleven  fish,  121b. 

Hebridean  Sportinir  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  for  the  week  ended  Sept. 
9  was :  Rode],  two  salmon,  weighing  101b.  12oz., 
heaviest  51b.  12oz.,  and  124  sea-trout,  weighing 
991b.  3oz.,  heaviest  21b.  12oz.  ;  and  Finsbay,  122 
sea-trout,  weighing  711b.  8oz.,  heaviest  21b.  4oz. — 
G.  D.  Stirling. 

Inchnadampli  Hotel  (Sntherlaud). — On  Aug.  25, 
Messrs.  Chance  and  Pickering,  on  Mid  Assynt,  four- 
teen trout,  7  Jib. ;  Mr.  Norton,  on  Inver,  one  salmon. 
8:^lb.  On  Aug.  26,  Messrs.  Rose  and  Hoskins,  on 
Mid  Assynt,  fourteen  trout,  Clb. :  Professor  and 
Mrs.  Burkitt,  on  Loch  Awe,  nine,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Chance, 
on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  Aug.  28,  Messrs. 
Chance  and  Pickering,  on  Loch  Awe,  eighteen  trout, 
81b.  On  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Chance,  on  Traligill,  five 
trout,  51b. ;  Professor  and  Mrs.  Burkitt,  on  Loch 
Awe,  twelve,  5^1b. ;  Mr.  W.  Wallace,  on  Castle  Bay, 
one  grilse,  3^1b.  On  Sept.  4,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  on 
Inver,  one  grilse,  5|lb.,  and  one  salmon,  'J^lb.  On 
Sept.  5,  Mr.  Hooper,  on  River  Loaman,  one  salmon, 
91b.  ;  Miss  Clark,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  trout,  2Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Jackson,  on  Inver,  one  grilse,  3ilb.  On  Sept.  C, 
Messrs.  Chance  and  Pickering,  on  Castle  Bay,  nine 
trout,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Carrol  and  Wadilove,  on  Cold- 
stream, ten,  41b. ;  Mr.  Hooper,  on  Inver.  two  salmon, 
81b.  and  91bk  On  Sept.  7,  Professor  Purdie,  on  Castle 
Bay,  one  grilse,  41b.  On  Sept.  9,  Mr.  Chance,  on 
Loaman,  two  trout,  3-^lb. ;  Mr.  Smith,  oa  Skaig, 
six,  41b.— W.  W. 

Locb  inver  (Cnlagf  Hotel>. — On  Sept.  4,  Mr. 
Burldtt,  twenty  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Tatton,  thirteen, 
4|lb. ;  Mr.  Fraser,  twelve,  5^1b. ;  Mr.  Bidwell, 
seven,  2pb.  On  Sept.  5,  Dr.  Caley,  nineteen  trout, 
4f  lb.  ;  Mr.  Fraser,  seventeen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Bidwell, 
four  sea-trout,  2^1b. ;  Mr.  Burkitt,  one,  1  lb. ;  Mr. 
Bethune,  four  trout,  21b.  ;  Messrs.  Ellis  and  Brown, 
nineteen,  7-Hb.  ;  Messrs.  Fair  and  Greene,  ten,  4ilb. 
On  Sept.  0,'  Mr.  Thomson,  four  trout,  l^lb.  ;  Mr. 
Bethune,  twelve,  3pb.  ;  Mr.  Bidwell,  thirteen,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  Burkitt,  eleven,  4^1b.  On  Sept.  7,  Mr.  Burkitt, 
two  brown  trout  and  one  sea-trout.  On  Sept.  8, 
Mr.  Thomson,  seventeen  trout.  51b. ;  Mr.  Fraser, 
three  sea-trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Bidwell,  twenty-two  trout, 
8-|lb.  ;  Messrs. Fair  and  Greene,  twelve,  51b.  ;  Messrs. 
Ellis  and  Brown,  twenty-four,  9^1b.  On  Sept.  9, 
Mr.  Bidwell,  eight  trout,  2^1b.  ;  Messrs.  Ellis  and 
Blown,  sixteen,  6 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Fraser,  thirteen,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Bethune,  one  sea-trout,  lilb.  ;  Messrs.  Fair  and 
Greene,  twenty-four  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Burkitt, 
foui'teen.  71b. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Kaunoch  (Loch  Rannoch  Hotel). — Out 
fishing  from  the  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel  on  Sept.  9 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Worthington,  of  Derby,  had  five  trout, 
one  weighing  2pb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bostock,  of  Win- 
chester, four  trout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pollock,  of  Wor- 
cester, three  trout ;  Messrs.  Forman  seven  trout ; 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hedley,  of  Winchester,  six  trout. 
On  Sept.  11,  Mr.  Worthington  had  eight  trout; 
Capt.  Annesley  seven  trout ;  and  Messrs.  Pollock 
and  Bostock  nine  trout. 

South  of  Scotland. — To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
rivers  are  in  the  best  of  ply  for  the  fly,  and  a  few 
herling  ai e  being  caught.  The  Annan. — In  the  lower 
stretches  on  Thursday  Mr.  W.  Wright  landed  a  sea- 
trout  of  21b.  and  three  herling.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon, 
spinning  with  the  Silver  Devon  Minnow,  had  over  a 
dozen  herling  on  Friday  in  the  waters  close  to  the 
town.  Mr.  James  Loudon  had  one  sea-trout 
and  three  or  four  herling.  Mr.  WilUam  Miller 
caught  five  trout  on  Friday  morning,  and  a  like 
basket  in  the  afternoon  with  the  clear-water 
worm.  Mr.  G.  Tweedio  had  a  dozen  trout  in  the 
Gretna  Green  Kirtle  with  the  clear  water  worm. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  ,T.  Laurie,  fishing  the  Spittal  and 
Violet  Bank,  caught  five  herling  with  the  fiy,  and 
this  morning  ho  took  one  sea-trout,  lilb.,  and  a 
brace  of  herling  in  the  Howes  Pool  with  fly.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  water  tho  first  autumn  salmon  of  the 
8ea.;on  was  landed  out  of  Jamie's  Stream,  above 
Brydekirk  upT)er  can  Id.  It  was  taken  with  Golden 
Pheasant  fly  by  Charlie  Robson,  keeper  for  Mr.  J. 
Rutherford,  M.P.  The  fish  was  a  bright,  clean-run 
one,  and  weighed  211b.  The  Hon.  W.  Watson, 
Luce,  has  been  landing  a  few  sea-trout  and  herling 
daily  in  tho  Mount  Annan  water.  In  the  same 
water  a  number  of  Brydekirk  villagers,  who  are 


granted  permission  by  the  liberality  of  the  riparian 
proprietor,  Mr.  Pasley  -  Dirom,  have  been 
getting  a  fair  amount  of  sport  during  the 
past  week,  and  among  the  more  success- 
ful were  Mr.  David  Boattie,  who  caught 
thirteen  herling ;  Mr.  John  Beattie  took  ten  herling, 
and  Mr.  William  Beattie.  seven  and  one  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  George  Maxwell  caught  six  herling  and  one  .sea- 
trout:  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  ten  herling,  and  Mr.  R. 
Armstrong  six.  The  Dijm fries  Nith. — In  tlie 
Mid  Nithsdale  Association  waters  local  rods  have 
had  small  creels  since  last  week.  Similar  reports 
are  made  with  regard  to  the  Auldgirth  section. 
Several  catc  hes  have  been  had  in  tho  Cluden  and 
Cairn,  the  chief  tributaries  of  the  Nith.  This  Gai.- 
LOWAY  Rivers. — Little  has  been  done  during  the 
past  week  on  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry  of 
Galloway.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — 
A  few  yellow  trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  Loch 
Doon,  a  Liverpool  angler  being  the  most  successful. 
Not  much  is  doing  on  the  rivers  of  the  district  this 
week.  On  Loch  Winnoch  Mrs.  J.  C.  Parker  caught 
a  nico  trout  of  1  lb.  9oz.  ;  Dr.  McKay  took  four 
of  51b.  2oz. ;  and  Mr.  T.  Lockhart  one  of  1  lb.  9oz. 
— Heathebbell. 

Tay. — During  the  pa->t  five  days  the  prevailing 
high  winds  and  rain  have  brought  the  Rivers  Tay 
and  Earn  down  in  flood,  thereby  enabling  large 
numbers  of  clean  fish  to  ascend  to  stock  the 
pools  in  tho  upper  and  lower  reaches  of  the 
river.  To-day  (Wednesday)  tho  river  has  bsen 
running  rather  high,  but  it  is  now  fining  down,  and 
as  the  weather  has  got  somewhat  colder,  the  pros- 
pects ate  very  bright  for  tho  next  ten  days.  During 
tlie  last  day  or  two  good  sport  has  been  obtained. 
Tho  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  reported  for 
week  ending  Sept.  12.  Islamouth. — Fishing  this 
beat  on  Sept.  12,  Lord  Blythswood  killed  one 
salmon  of  171b.,  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  each;  and 
Mr.  H.  Praed,  four  fish  of  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  and 
18lb.,  and  a  giilse  of  41b.  UrrEB  Carcjill. — Mr. 
Ernest  Moon,  K.C.,  had  one  grilse  of  81b ;  Mr.  B. 
Moon  a  fish  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  R.  M.  Oliver  a  fish  of 
llllb.  on  September  12.  Lower  Caroill. — Mr.  C.  C. 
Branch  had  one  salmon  of  151b.  on  September  6,  a 
grilse  of  lOJlb.  on  September  8,  and  one  of  81b.  on 
September  11;  Miss  M.  Light  a  grilse  of  71b. 
on  September  8,  and  Mr.  Slater  two  fish  of  201b. 
and  191b.  on  September  11.  Willies  Stone. — 
Mr.  Slade  killed  one  grilse  of  9pb.  on  Sep- 
tember 12.  Upper  Stobhall. — On  September 
12  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  had  one  fish  of  161b. 
and  a  grilse  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  Stevens  a  grilse  of  61b. 
Lower  Siobhall. — Major  Chichester  killed  one  fish 
of  221b.  on  Sept.  6  :  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  a  grilse  of  91b. 
and  Mr.  Clark  two  fish  of  21  lb.  and  181b.  on  Sept.  1 1. 
Burnmouth  Stobhall. — Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P., 
and  party  had  one  grilse  of  91b.  on  Sept.  8,  and 
another  of  71b.  on  Sept.  11.  Buenmouth. — Mr.  C.  G. 
Branch  killed  one  grilse  of  91b.  on  Sept.  9,  and  Miss 
M.  Light  a  fish  of  llilb.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  on  Sept.  12. 
Catholes.^ — Colonel  R.  Kincaid  Smith  caught  one 
fish  of  221b.  on  Sept.  9,  and  another  of  l4ilb.  on 
Sept.  12.  Benchill. — Colonel  Smith  had  one  fish 
of  241b.,  and  Colonel  De  Molynes  two  fish  of  22lb. 
and  191b.  and  a  grilse  of  51b.  on  Sept.  11.  Upper 
Stanley. — Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  killed  one  grilse  of 
71b.  on  Sept.  6,  and  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  three  fish  of 
22ilb.,  181b.,  and  161b.,  and  two  grilse  of  101b.  and 
71b.  on  Sept.  11.  Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  Martin 
had  two  fish  of  291b.  and  161b.,  and  a  grilse  of  81b., 
on  Sept.  9 ;  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  on  Sept. 
12  ;  while  Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  caught  one 
fish  of  161b.,  and  a  gr  Ise  of  61b.  Upper 
Redgorton. — Mrs.  Coats,  Mrs.  Allfrey  and 
Miss  Meggs  killed  three  grilse  of  91b.,  71b.,  and 
8^1b.  on  Sept.  12  last,  while  Mr.  Guy  had  two  grilse 
on  same  daj'.  Lower  Redgorton  and  Bertha. — 
Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  and  Miss  Meggs  had  two  fish  of 
2Ulb.  and  171b.,  and  a  grilse  of  71b.,  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Coats  a  grilse  of  tilb.  on  Sept.  11.  Scone  Palace 
Water. — Lord  Mansfield  lulled  seven  fish  on  Sept.  12. 
Scone  Water  (Grainhead).  —  Several  anglers 
fishing  this  part  of  Lord  Mansfield's  fishing  on 
Sept.  12,  killed  between  them  twelve  salmon; 
while  on  Sept.  13  Mr.  F.  Forbes  Higginson  had  two 
grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.  Mr.  Wm.  McNicol  had  a 
fish  of  16 Jib.,  and  another  angler  two  grilse. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).  —  Rough, 
stormy  weather  with  more  or  less  rain  was  ex- 
perienced last  week.  During  .week  tho  following 
baskets  have  been  secured : — Mr.  W.  Wickham, 
twenty-eight  sea-trout ;  Dr.  Fenton,  sixty-niae 
sea-trout;  Mr.  H.  J.  Foster,  fifty-six  sea-trout,  and 
one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  Douglas  Adams,  thirty-five 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  C.  Pennoll,  ten  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  W. 
Smyth-Pigott,  thirty-nine  sea-trout ;  Sir  A.  Birch, 
thirty-two  sea-trout  and  two  salmon,  61b.  and  8lb.  ; 
Messrs.  CoUinson  and  Peirce,  thirty-six  sea-trout ; 
Messrs.  William  and  S.  O'Hanlon,  forty-three 
sea-trout. — J.  M.  Graham. 


Baun  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  showers  of  rain 
continued  falling  at  short  intervals  during  the  week, 
and  the  Maine,  Moyola,  Ballinderry,  and  Blank- 
water  were  kept  running  in  semi-flood.  The  state 
of  the  main  river  remained  unchanged,  and  salmon 
newly  in  from  the  sea  continued  passing  over  the 
weirs  of  the  lower  sections  and  on  to  the  Kilrea 
reach,  where  they  are  resting  and  coming  freely  to 
the  fly.  This  stretch  is  well  stocked,  and,  should 
no  flood  occur  during  what  remains  of  the  season 
—  which  closes  on  Sept.  30  —  the  best  sport 
experienced  for  many  years  is  certain  to  be 
obtained.  Mr.  F.  Wilson  caught  one  grilse,  .51b., 
and  four  salmon,  lOlb.,  lOlb.',  121b.,  and  2.51b.; 
Mr.  Wright,  two  grilse,  31b.  and  61b.,  and  three 
salmon,  71b.,  8lb  ,  and  121b.  ;  Dr.  Boyd  three 
salmon,  141b.,  141b.,  and  16lb.,  at  Kilrea;  Colonel 
Bruce,  one  grilse,  71b.,  at  Movanagher ;  and 
Constable  Millar,  one  salrnon,j9]b.,  at  Portglenone. — 
Danikl  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — In  the  past  week  the 
rivers  were  favoured  by  a  succession  of  freshets 
which  did  immense  service  to  them.  Full  advan- 
tage of  the  good  order  of  the  rivers  was  taken  by 
luimerous  city  anglers,  the  patronage  being  evenly 
divided  between  the  Clady,  Glenavy,  Comber,  and 
other  small  streams. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummer agh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry). — Tlie 
above  waters  have  been  in  order.  Mr.  Connell  had 
a  salmon  of  81b.  on  the  Commeragh,  and  Colonel 
Carruthers  one  of  51b.  on  the  Inny. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Sport  on 
the  river  was  good  during  the  past  week,  and  the 
following  are  the  particulars  :  Captain  Auchinleck 
landed  twelve  salmon  ranging  in  weight  from  11  lb. 
to  371b.,  Dr.  Creighton,  landed  one  salmon  SJlb., 
Mr.  E.  R.  Jenkins  landed  ten  salmon,  ranging  in 
weight  from  71b.  to  17ilb. ,  Mr.  M.  Moore  landed 
three  .salmon  from  111b.  to  17iib.,  Mr.  Johnston 
landed  one  salmon  of  141b.,  Mr.  S.  B.  Wilkinson 
landed  three  salmon  of  191b.,  181b.  and  17Ub.,  Mr. 
W.  Curson  also  landed  a  few  salmon,  and  the  river 
continues  in  fishing  order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killarney. — Though  the  weather  has  been  wild 
fair  sport  has  sometimes  been  had  at  salmon,  and 
brown  trout  fishing  has  been  generally  good  during 
the  favourable  spells. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  Messrs.  G.  Rayner,  T.  Crisp,  F.  Hard, 
and  F.  Harding.  Mr.  Rayner,  on  Sept.  4,  had  two 
pike,  weighing  2 1  lb.  (best,  12Jlb.),  and  one  trout, 
1  lb.  ;  on  5th,  one  pike,  131b. ;  on  6th,  one  trout, 
4|lb.,  on  troll ;  on  8th,  five  perch,  5  Jib.,  on  artificial 
fly  ;  on  9th,  five  trout,  S^lb.,  on  artificial  fly.  Mr. 
Crisp,  on  Sept.  4,  two  trout,  21b. ;  on  5th,  one  trout, 
3Jlb.  ;  on  6th,  one  trout,  3Jlb.,  on  dap,  and  pike, 
lOlb.  ;  on  9th,  five  trout,  6Jlb.,  on  dap.  Mr  .  Hard, 
casting  with  artificial  fly,  on  Sept.  4,  three  trout, 
31b.  ;  on  5th,  four  trout,  4Jlb. ;  on  6th,  one  perch, 
1  lb. ;  on  7th,  one  trout,  2lb.  ;  on  9th,  two  trout. 
2Jlb.  Mr.  Harding  did  not  do  well  at  pike  fishing, 
as  he  only  got  some  small  ones. — P.  Summerville  , 

Lough  MelTin^ — During  the  past  week  trouting 
was  not  so  good  as  in  the  previous  week,  as  the 
lake  is  much  discoloured  owing  to  the  almost 
incessant  heavy  rainfall,  yet  Mr.  C.  G.  H.  Jackson 
and  friends,  Mr.  G.  Kelly,  Mr.  M.  Curran,  JMr.  P. 
Wren  and  other  anglers  have  been  catching 
moderate  dishes  of  nice  gillaroos  and  brown  trout* 
during  the  past  week,  and  Dr.  Dixon,  of  Yorkshire, 
also  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  anglers. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Sloume  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  is  in  very  good  order  this  week,  but  the 
salmon,  although  very  plentiful,  show  little  inclina- 
tion to  rise  freely  to  the  fly.  Since  last  report, 
Captain  Carter  killed  two  salmon ;  Captain 
Amphlett,  one  salmon ;  Mr.  Eaves,  one  salmon ;  Mr. 
Edbrooke,  one  salmon ;  Mr.  Dobson,  five  salmon ; 
and  the  gillies — Kirk,  Sweeny  and  Campbell— had 
one  fish  each.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Hort  landed  some 
luce  trout.  Amongst  those  staying  in  the  Abercorn 
Hotel  are  Sir  Arthur  Hort,  Rev.  Mr.  Hort,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Hort,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee,  Mr.  Langshire,  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  Amphlett,  Colonel  Barker,  and 
Captain  Carter.  The  Glenelly,  Derg,  Finn,  and 
other  streams  in  this  centre  are  in  fair  trim. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUeu  (Ballina,  oo, 
Mayo). — Angling  for  salmon  on  the  Moy,  Loughs 
Conn  and  CuUen  closes  on  Sept.  15.  The  Palmers- 
town  river  is  opon  for  salmon  until  Oct.  31,  and 
also  for  sea-trout.  Trout  fishing  on  Loughs  Conn 
and  CuUen  closes  on  Oct.  15.  On  the  Moy,  Mr. 
R.  S.  Pettigrew,  two  grilse,  61b.  and  71b.,  and  four 
trout,  71b. 1  Mr.  C.  Bluchor,  one  grilse,  8lb. ;  Mr. 
Garvey,  two  grilse,  61b.  and  91b.  Mr.  Lewis  and 
Mr.  C.  Duff,  on  the  Palmerstown  river,  had  five 
grilse,  61b.,  Olb.,  lilh.,  71b.,  and  91b.,  and  twenty- 
two  soa-trout,  largest  31b.  Some  trout  have  been 
got  on  tho  loughs,  and  very  good  ones,  too.  Mr. 
Dalton  and  a  friend  had  ten  pike,  'J^lb.,  largest 
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221b.  Wildfowling  on  the  estuary  is  very  good. — 
Pat  Heaknes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  water  level  has 
been  very  unsteady  during  the  past  week,  but  it 
now  appears  more  settled.  Some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  liave  been  taken. — John  Enkight  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Iiakes  and  Bivers  (Mnllingar). — 
There  has  been  very  little  to  relate  in  connection 
with  angling  since  the  termination  of  the  dapping 
season,  the  real  cause  of  which  is  the  almost  total 
absence  of  interest  taken  in  sport  when  the 
Green  Drake  ceases  to  rise ;  this  is  a  great  pity, 
as  some  of  the  cream  of  the  fishing  can  be  ob- 
tained on  these  lakes  in  the  latter  part  of  July 
and  during  the  months  of  August  and  September, 
either  dapping  with  the  various  natural  flies 
procurable  or  with  suitable  artificials.  I  have 
recently  seen  some  lovely  baskets  of  four  and  five 
pounders  taken  on  Lough  Ennel,  but  once  Aug.  1 
comes  I  am  too  wedded  to  the  gun  to  attempt  any 
more  fishing.  The  glorious  twelfth  and  Sept.  1 
succeed  each  other  so  quickly  that  one  cannot  feel 
inclined  to  lay  down  the  gun  and  resume  the  rod,  at 
least  so  far  as  this  deponent  is  concerned. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  fishers  have  had  good 
sport  during  the  last  few  days,  and  many  fish, 
weighing  61b.  and  over,  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  week-end  was  very  unsettled,  and 
not  many  boats  out  fishing.  On  Sept.  10,  wind 
strong  wc  sterly,  Mr.  Stanley  Shapland  and  Mr.  Hills 
put  out  and  returned  with  three  score,  principally 
whiting.  On  Sept.  1 1,  wind  westerly,  decent  takes 
of  fish  landed,  Mr.  Everet  and  Mr.  Phillips  taking 
seven  score  whiting,  codling,  and  pouting.  On 
Sept.  12,  wind,  X.W.,  hght,  with  blue  sky,  water  in 
fair  condition,  and  decent  takes  of  fair  size  fish 
landed.  Dr.  Mudie  put  out  for  early  morn  fishing 
and  took  thirty-six  fair  size  whiting  and  codhng. 
On  Sept.  13,  wind  southerly,  bright  sunshine,  water 
in  good  condition,  boats,  takes  averaging  from  two 
and  a  half  score  to  ten  score  per  boat  from  the  bay. 
Fish  better  quality,  prospect  looking  fair. — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (thej  Pier). — Some  very  fair  sport  has 
recently  been  experienced  by  the  numsrous  pier 
anglers  who  have|  been  daily  in  evidence,  early 
mornings  and  late  evenings  having  yielded  the  best 
results.  Pollack,  however,  are  still  extremely  scarce. 


and  but  few  of  them  have  lately  been  caught.  On 
Thursday  (Sept.  7)  Mr.  G.  Smith  made  a  nice  bag 
of  eight  codling  ;  Mr.  E.  G.  Davis  included  a  largo 
shad  in  his  day's  catch ;  and  Mr.  McClelland  had 
one  plump  codling  which  scaled  2^1b.  The  two 
heaviest  fish  on  Se[)t.  8  were  a  codling  of  3  Jib.,  which 
fell  to  Mr.  Wood's  rod,  and  one  of  31b.  caught  by  Mr. 
Ottaway ;  Mr.  E.  G.  Love  hooked  and  landed  an 
81b.  lobster  early  on  Sept.  '.),  and  Mr.  Cameron 
made  a  small  mixed  bag  at  the  same  time.  Miss 
Morgan  capturing  the  only  pollack  of  the  day,  and 
Mr.  Spicer  getting  a  41b.  codling  in  the  evening. 
The  fish  took  the  baits  more  readily  on  Sept.  10, 
and  Messrs.  VVaddell,  Glen,  Akehurst,  Hallows, 
Cobb  and  Wilson  each  realised  satisfactory  results. 
Monday's  angling  visitors  included  Mrs.  Wilrfon, 
Miss  Morgan,  Mrs.  Clapp,  and  Messrs.  Ottaway, 
Morgan,  G.  Smith,  Adams,.Ellacott,  Titmus,  Wilson, 
Davis,  Clapp,  Gladwin,  Ivett,  Webber,  Ray  and 
Sons,  Eagleton  and  Son,  Grubb,  and  Methven. 
The  largest  fish  of  the  day,  a  codling  of  4pb., 
was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Smith,  and  a  few 
very  fine  whiting  came  to  hand  in  the  course  of  the 
day.  Additions  to  the  pier  ranks  on  Sept.  12  com- 
prised Mrs.  Tress,  Miss  Turner,  Mrs.  Reacher,  Mr. 
Mettord,  Mr.  Wall,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  T.  H.  Reacher, 
Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Mayfield,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Fick- 
ling,  Mr.  Tapton,  and  Mr.  Taplin.  A  splendid  sole 
fell  to  Mr.  Metford's  lot,  and  Mr.  Mayfield  had  the 
good  fortune  to  secure  a  fine  31b.  plaice.  Pollack 
anglers  mustered  in  strong  force  upon  the  ebb  tide, 
but  the  most  varied  and  tempting  baits  failed  to 
draw  those  sportive  creatures  from  their  lairs.  Mr. 
P.  C.  Edgar,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Branscombe,  Mr.  White, 
Mr.  Carley,  Mr.  Slater,  Mr.  Grant,  Mr.  Hayman, 
and  Mr.  Bushnell  were  the  additions  on  Sept.  13, 
and  the  last-named  was  very  successful  among  the 
codling  at  an  early  hour.  The  entire  day's  catch 
up  till  the  hour  of  sunset  was  smaller  than  on  the 
preceding  days. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance. — Unsettled  weather  last  week,  but 
very  fine  this  week.  Sea  smooth.  On  Sept.  6, 
Messrs.  Carter  (B.S.A.S.)  and  son  caught  ten  bream 
and  "  sploshers,"  ten  mackerel,  six  gurnard,  eight 
bibs,  nine  whiting,  ten  rough  dogfish,  four  spur  dog- 
fish, five  wrasse,  and  two  rays.  Messrs.  Boytonand 
Nieol  (B.S.A.S.),  sixteen  dogfish,  one  shark,  ten 
bream  and  chad,  sixteen  whiting,  one  scad,  and  one 
ray  (71b.).  On  Sept.  8,  Mr.  Adams,  rod  fishing,  five 
pollack,  one  conger,  and  twenty-two  bream  and 
chad.    Sept.  9  (rough  weather),  one]  catch,  eighty- 


eight  mackerel  on  hand-liner-j.  Sept.  11,  Messr.-:. 
Nicol  (B.S.A.S.)  and  Excell,  forty-two  chad,  nino 
whiting,  ten  gurnard,  one  ray,  one  mack'frel,  ono 
dogfish,  and  ono  cuckoo.  Mo-isrs.  Slade  (B.S.A.S.), 
Dobenharn  (B.S.A.S.),  and  party,  forty-fivo  largo 
bream  (21b.  to  31b.  each),  U>n  pouting,  five  whiting, 
two  ling,  two  crawfish,  one  pollack,  seven  dogfish, 
ono  mackerel,  and  on  Sept.  12  their  catch  wan  one 
hake  (specimen,  I21b.  lOoz.,  caught  by  Mr.  Sla<le), 
ton  gurnard,  twenty  bream,  two  pollack,  five 
whiting,  ono  ray,  seven  dogfish,  and  ono  octopus. 
Captain  Rolleston  (B.S.A.S.)  and  party,  140  chad, 
two  pollack,  five  mackerel,  and  one  dogfish.  Pier 
fishing  at  Penzance  and  Nowlyn  has  given  good 
sport — bass,  pollack,  and  chad  in  any  quantity. 
One  angler  last  evening  at  Newlyn  caught  two  bags 
full  of  chad,  while  another  a  few  days  ago  caught 
thirty  nice  pollack  in  an  hour.  Mr.  F.  Tate,  Rich- 
mond, Surrey,  on  Sept.  13,  caught  two  nice  bass 
and  three  pollack,  and  states  that  on  Saturday  last 
a  gentleman  angling  caught  twelve  bass,  the  largest 
weighing  81b.  Messrs.  M.  Cairns,  Roberts,  and 
Fennor,  of  Windsor,  five  days'  rod  fishing,  157 
mackerel,  pollack,  and  bream.  Mr.  Robert-*  also 
landed  a  nice  bass  of  41b.,  and  hooked  another 
which  broke  the  tackle.  Whiffing  for  pollack  off 
Lamorna:  Good  sport.  One  catch,  on  Sept.  7, 
eighty  good  size  pollack. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.. — The  mackerel  are  still  in  the  bay, 
but  they  are  not  so  plentiful  in  the  Millbay  Docks. 
They  are,  however,  catching  large  quantities  in  the 
Soimd  and  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  Break- 
water. The  quantity  of  brit  that  we  have  here 
must  be  simply  enormous,  the  whole  bay,  the  coast- 
line of  which  would  be  some  seven  or  eight  miles, 
is  simply  teeming  with  them.  There  are  some  very 
large  bass  in  the  Hamoaze  land  several  have  been 
taken,  and  a  lot  of  gear  has  been  carried  away  fro  m 
the  sportsman  who  has  been  too  eager  to  land 
his  fish.  I  hear  they  are  having  good  sport  in 
Bigbury  Bay  with  the  Uttle  spillers  with  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  hooks,  which  they  are  setting 
at  low  water  and  securing  to  stones.  They  are 
catching  skate,  turbot,  flatfish,  and  bass.  They 
merely  allow  the  tide  to  rise  over  them,  and  haul 
them  from  the  shore  at  high  water.  Great  sport  is 
also  being  had  with  the  crab-hook,  which  enables 
you  to  probe  amongst  the  holes  in  the  rocks  at  low 
water  and  take  out  the  crabs  and  lobsters.  Some 
very  fine  ones  are  taken  in  this  way.— -William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mamifactiirer  of  every  descriptioii  of  Fisbing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 


TJEIf  GOLD  AND  OTHBB  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  OanCi 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozn.  to  12  ozb.  ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Tront. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Beel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  salt, 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Loohs  in  Bootland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

a  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level, 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whloh  does  not  oome  o£E.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marreUoos.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  B.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  aame  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  oasts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingflsher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 
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Xtamsg'ate. — Fishing  has  very  much  improved 
this  week,  many  boats  were  out  on  the  late  tide  of 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Sept.  0  and  7.  The  takes 
of  codling  varied  from  tliree  to  seven  score  per  boat 
with  small  flatfish,  and  a  few  whiting,  the  latter 
small ;  the  gale  then  put  a  stop  to  the  fishing  till 
Sunday  afternoon,  since  when  it  has  daily  improved, 
there  being  closs  upon  thirty  boats  out  on  the  12th. 
The  codling  are  improving  in  size,  and  a  fair  number 
of  fish  between  31b.  and  41b.  have  been  had.  Fishing 
from  the  piers  has  not  been  very  productive,  a  few 
small  bass  being  the  principal  captures.  Weather 
improving  and  more  settled  and  promising  for  good 
week-end  sport. — Grev  Mullbtt. 

Walton-on-lTaze. — Still  fish  are  coming  in  well. 
On  the  10th  Mr.  G.  Fiilcher  had  five  good  codling  ; 
Mr.  Wyatt,  three  soles  and  three  codling.  On 
Sept.  9  Miss  Usher,  codling  and  whiting ;  Mr. 
Blewitt,  nearly  forty  codling;  the  Brothers  Jim, 
Ben,  and  Will  Harris,  codling,  etc.  ;  Mr.  H.  Waite, 
caught  flounders  up  to  21b.  On  Sept.  1 1  Mr.  G.  R. 
Bennett,  codHng,  flounders  and  dabs ;  Mr.  H. 
Wightman,  dabs,  etc. ;  Mr.  T.  Pate,  on  Sept.  10 
three  soles,  and  two  good  codUng ;  Walter  Smith, 
bass.  On  Sept.  11,  Blewitt,  codling.  Mr.  P.  H. 
Hay  ward  had  a  lot  of  good  eels  oft'  the  shore  and 
end  of  pier.  O.  G.  Eldred,  whiting ;  T.  Bbom  with 
Mr.  Davenport  and  Warren  (trawling  in  backwaters) 
on  Sept.  9,  eight  score  plaice,  nineteen  pair  of 
soles,  five  skate  up  to  Sib. ;  Messrs.  Kartell  and 
Hammond  had  741b.  codling,  whiting  and  dabs,  on 
rod  and  line.  C.  Spinks,  off  pier,  had  bass.  On  the 
12th,  F.  and  W.  Harris,  pollack.  This  is  the  earliest 
and  best  year  for  fish  ever  known,  as  everyone  seems 
to  catch  them.— J.  R.  Robin.son  (B.S.A.S.). 

■Weymouth. — Fishing  from  piers,  harbour,  or  in 
the  bay  has  been  good  for  the  last  week  or  two. 
Railing  for  mackerel  in  the  bay  has  resulted  in 
some  excellent  baskets  being  taken,  as  many  as 
ten  to  twelve  dozen  falUng  to  some  boats.  Large 
numbers  of  grey  mullet  have  been  coming  up  the 
harbour,  and  some  excellent  takes  have  been  made 
from  the  Westham  Bridge,  a  score  or  two  of  anglers 
taking  their  position  there  every  morning. 
Mr.  J.  Davis  (London)  has  taken  in  successive  days, 
21  mullet,  17  mullet,  15,  12,  and  7,  all  good  size 
fish.  Mr.  G.  Bottoms,  London,  ten  mullet,  besides 
several  small  bass.  Mr.  Richard  Cass,  London, 
three  large  bass,  several  small  ones,  nine  plaice, 
four  flounders,  five  mullet  and  three  eels.  Mr.  A. 
Bleathman  took  a  fine  bass  of  4  Jlb.  in  the  harbour. 
Mr.  Hampton,  Portland,  has  also  had  good  sport 
amongst  the  ba?s,his  catch  one  morning  comprising 
one  bass  91b.,  cne  of  Clb.,  and  three  mullet  averag- 
ing 3Jlb.  each.  A  day  or  two  ago,  a  local  angler, 
Mr.  H.  Fall,  took  nine  grey  mullet  from  the  break- 
water, total  weight,  271b.,  heaviest  fish,  3|lb.  Some 
small  bass  have  also  been  taken  from  the  Ferry 
Bridge,  Mr.  Powell  having  one  of  71b.,  besides 
several  smaller  ones. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 

■WMtby.- The  remarkably  good  results  which 
have  recently  attended  the  operations  of  sea 
anglers  continue  to  be  well  maintained,  and  during 
the  past  week  some  numerous  catches  have  been 
recorded.  Several  parties  of  visitors  who  have 
fished  outside,  near  thi  rocks,  have  returned  with 
excellent  baskets  of  whiting  and  haddock,  one  of 
these  landing  on  Wednesday  about  four  score. 
From  the  piers  and  quays  enthusiasts  are  having 
good  sport,  though  in  some  instances  the  fish  aie 
rather  diminutive. — J.  Jackson. 


Jlssociafions,  cic. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £2  8s.  from  Essex  Club  A.S.,  £1  7s.  (id., 
St.  Philips  A.S.,  and  £1  Is.,  Mr.  C.  A.  Body 
(B.S.A.S.),  who  has  kindly  intimated  his  intention 
of  making  this  an  annual  donation.  As  the  Thames 
competition  will  shoitly  be  organised,  may  I  remind 
aecretaries  that  in  Older  that  their  clubs  may  com- 
pete for  the  handsome  cup  given  by  the  Carlton  A.S., 
it  is  necessary  they  should  send  me  the  names  of  at 
least  four  members  (Is.  Id.  each).  No  further  pay- 
ment is  necessary  beyond  the  usual  Is.  for  ticket 
for  each  individual  competing.  I  mention  this 
because  though  the  demand  for  tickets  has  been 
good,  several  clubs  are  rather  backward  in  sending 
in  their  lists  this  year. — W.  H.  Bakbeb,  9,  Hetley- 
roud,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Aniiling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  at  our  ordinary  meeting 
on  Sept.  0.  Several  further  results  in  the  first  round 
of  the  clul)  cup  competition  were  announced.  Copies 
of  the  prii.o  list  for  the  current  season  were  dis- 
tributed, and  sundry  routine  matters  were  trans- 
acted. The  chairman,  who  had  been  absent  for  a 
fortnight,  gave  a  report  of  his  attendance  on  Aug.  21 
at  the  Anglers'  Association  delegates'  meeting. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  Wood  Barrett  brought  up 


barbel  from  Staines  (best,  3lb.  lOJoz.).  A  lengthy 
meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  on  Sept.  7,  Mr. 
E.  Blagrave  acting  as  chairman  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Barnes,  who  is  still  indisposed.  Three  new 
notice-boards  were  ordered  for  erection  on  the 
society's  fishery,  certain  letters  were  read  and 
discussed  and  many  items  of  business  dealt  with. 
Tlie  first  round  of  the  cup  competition  was  completed 
this  last  week  end,  when  Messrs.  Featherstone, 
Henderson,  Swain  and  others  qualified  for  the 
second  round.  The  mo;t  recent  takes  from  the 
Society's  water  include  a  nice  bag  of  roach  and 
dace  by  Mr.  Wood  Barrett  (about  71b.);  Messrs. 
Henderson  and  Yarham  had  perch  ;  Mr.  Leroux, 
perch  and  jack  ;  and  Messrs.  Bainton,  Featherstone 
and  Wilkins,  roach.  Mr.  Georga  Geen  has  just 
returned  from  Lechdale,  where  he  has  had  good 
sport. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
At  tVie  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  above  s'^ciety, 
held  at  headquarters,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchia  occupied 
the  chair  during  the  meeting.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The 
secretary  read  numerous  reports  from  the  society's 
agents,  and  from  these  it  appeared  that  good  fishing 
is  to  be  had  at  Deal  and  along  the  south  coast. 
Several  letters  were  also  read  from  members  on 
fishing  expeditions.  Among  them  a  telegram  from 
a  party  of  members  at  Ballycotton,  recording  the 
following  catches :— Pollack,  of  111b.,  121b.,  and 
131b. ;  conger,  of  201b. ;  ling,  ICJlb.  ;  cod,  20ilb. ; 
and  three  skate,  1241b.,  1541b.,  and  1821b.,'' the 
latter  being  the  heaviest  fish  recorded  in  the  annals 
of  the  society.  Several  members  pres.^nt  at  the 
meeting  had  been  away,  but  experienced  such  bad 
weather  that  fishing  results  were  almost  nil. 
Mr.  Hyde,  however,  had  been  at  Falmouth, 
and  got  excellent  sport  with  the  mackerel,  and 
also  had  a  pollack  of  lOlb.  and  a  bass  of  8|lb. 
Mr.  Faulkner,  at  Looe,  found  weather  too  rough  to 
get  far  out,  but  obtained  some  good  sport  in  the 
harbour  with  the  mackerel.  Mr.  Boyton,  at  Pen- 
zance, also  experienced  very  bad  weather,  and  only 
found  an  enormous  number  of  dogfish.  The  Rev. 
A.  Brinckman  read  a  paper  dealing  with  the  fishing 
at  Sea  Houses  (Northumberland),  Whitstable  and 
Shoreham,  giving  details  of  his  interesting  ex- 
periences extending  over  a  great  number  of  years. 
Mr.  Roberts  had  been  to  the  Shetland  Isles,  but  was 
unable  to  get  much  fishing  owing  to  all  the  boatmen 
being  engaged  in  the  herring  fishing,  but  stated  that 
the  waters  were  swarming  with  fish  in  great  variety. 
The  secretary  requested  that  all  members  requiring 
railway  coupons  will  please  apply  for  same  before 
Sept.  25,  as  the  office  of  the  society  will  be  prac- 
tically closed  during  the  siciety's  tackle  show, 
which  takes  place  at  headquarters  during 
the  week  following  the  above  date.  The  secretary 
also  reminded  members  that  in  accordance  with  the 
amended  rules,  passed  early  in  the  present  year, 
the  subscription  from  Jan.  1  next  for  new  me;nbers 
will  be  raised  to  one  guinea.  Very  hearty  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  Rev.  A.  Brinckman  for  his  interesting 
paper,  to  the  chairman  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair, 
with  the  usual  toast  to  the  B.S.A.S.,  closed  the 
meeting. — P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
There  was  a  notable  visitor,  also  a  capital  show 
of  fish — chub,  roach,  and  dace — at  the  meeting  held 
at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  over  which 
Mr.  Robert  Snare  presided.  Amongst  the  catches 
were  those  of  Mr.  Haynes,  who  had  a  nise  lot  of 
good  chub,  with  several  decent  roach,  from  Shiplake 
and  Wargrave ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  a  large  tray  of  dace 
and  roach  from  Staines,  also  having  flatfish  from 
Leigh,  Mr.  Bellamy  having  a  somewhat  smaller 
lot  of  dace  from  Twickenham;  whiLt  Mr.  J. 
Warne  had  had  capital  trout  from  Blagdon 
up  to  61b.,  roach  of  1  lb.  14oz.  and  lib.  4oz.  from 
St.  Ives,  besides  one  from  the  Colne  of  lib.  7oz. 
Other  catches  were  those  of  Mr.  Dryden — dace, 
from  Hampton  Court ;  Mr.  Hurren,  bream  from 
Barnes  Reservoir ;  Mr.  Merritt,  bream  from  Elstree, 
up  to  3Jib. ;  Mr.  R.  Davison,  dace  from  Staines. 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak")  introduced  to  the 
meeting  Major  Arthur  Spain,  New  South  Wales 
Government  Commissioner  of  Fisheries,  who  met 
with  a  very  cordial  reception.  This  very  capable 
gentleman  gave  an  exceedingly  interesting  account 
of  the  very  sensible  way  in  whijh  fishery  matters — 
both  freshwater  and  marine — are  treated  inN.S.W., 
at  the  close  extending  a  hearty  welcome  from 
anglers  "  over  there "  to  anglers  at  home,  if, 
in  the  future,  circumstances  should  enable  them 
to  accept  the  invitation.  After  much  applause, 
an  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Major 
Spain,  also  to  Mr.  Crumplen  for  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  bringing  about  so  pleasant  a  meeting. 
Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez  forwarded  some  very  curious  and 
beautiful  specimens  of  fish — prepared  for  museum — 
from  Barbados,  and  reieiveJ  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks,  in  absentia.   The  chairman  received  a  hearty 


vote  of  thanks  for  a  splendid  copy — two  volumes — 
of  "  Yarrell's  Fishes,"  presented  to  the  library. 
Two  gentlemen  proposed  on  Aug.  29  were  balloted 
for  and  duly  elected.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  brought  to 
a  close  a  very  important,  and  successful  meeting. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  presided  over  a  well-attended 
meeting  of  the  Society  on  Tuesday  last,  when  Mr. 
George  Y.  Kinnaird,  of  Belfast,  read  a  highly 
humorous  pacer  entitled  "  An  Angler's  Chat  with 
Anglers."  Mr.  Kinnaird  in  his  preface  said  that 
this,  his  maiden  effort  in  this  direction,  was  a  slight 
thank  offering  to  the  society  for  the  many  pleasant 
evenings  he  had  spent  in  their  club  room.  In  imagin- 
ation he  invited  those  present  to  accompany  him  on 
a  fishing  excursion  tD  one  of  the  many  rivers  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  which  he  had  the  privilege  of 
fishing.  He  met  his  visitors  on  the  quay 
where  a  special  saloon  was  in  readiness  to 
convey  them  to  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
favourite  stream  which  they  were  to  fish. 
The  journey  from  thi  train  to  the  river  was  well 
described,  and  by  his  vivid  portrayal  of  the  variou.s 
rural  incidents,  the  singing  of  the  birds,  the  flowers 
in  bloom,  the  people  met,  and  the  cheery  welcome 
accorded,  one  might  easily  imigine  onesalf  to' be  in 
the  Emerald  I-^la,  whilst  proving  that  M".  Kinnaird 
was  a  true  lover  of  Nature.  Then  the  fishing,  the 
flies  used — fished  wet  for  preference,  the  hooking 
and  capture,  or  breaking  away,  especially  of  the 
largest  trout,  the  luncheon  by  the  stream,  and 
the  raoy  stories  told,  made  up  a  tout  ensemble 
which  charmed  and  delighted  his  audience.  Mr. 
Kinnaird  was  not  averse  from  picturing  his  blank 
as  well  as  his  successful  days,  and  incidentally 
conveyed  the  idea  that  he  at  least  was,  or  tried 
to  be,  a  truthful  angler — a  virtue  which  hexslaimed 
was  more  common  with  anglers  than  the  ordinary 
public  credited  them  with.  His  stories  had  the 
true  Hibernian  flavour,  and  certainly  lost  none  of 
their  attraction  in  flowing  so  readily  from  his  lips. 
Suffice  it  to  Sly  that  Mr.  Kinnaira's  efforts  were 
highly  appreciated,  his  sentences  being  frequently 
punctuated  by  the  laughter  which  he  evoked.  One 
need  hardly  say  that  Mr.  Kinnaird  was  accorded 
a  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  for  the  enjoyment 
he  had  sj  kindly  provided  for  his  fellow  anglers. 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  further  added  to  the  merriment  of 
the  evening  by  his  humorous  description  of  the  late 
Henley  tournament,  an  experience  which  he  de- 
clared he  would  not  have  missed  for  many  times 
his  entrance  fee.  Some  good  fishing  reports  were 
given  during  the  evening.  Mr.  H.  W.  Atkinson 
had  capital  sport  on  the  Dove  with  trout ;  Mr. 
Bayliffe  took  some  nice  roach  at  Kelvedon ; 
Mr.  A.  T.  S  lunders  had  a  mixed  bag  from  the 
Lea ;  Mr.  J.  Powles-West  some  goad  trout  at 
Chesham;  Mr.  Salmond  perch,  roach,  chub  and  pike 
from  private  wat^r;  and  Mr.  Zerfass  some  excellent 
bass  with  the  fly  off  the  Devon  ccast,  taking  conger 
up  to  101b.,  some  fine  bream,  good  pouting,  and  a 
plaice  of  3^1b.  Several  members  visited  Chesham  on 
Saturday,  but  the  drenching  downpour  prevented 
anything  like  successful  sport.  There  will  be  a 
special  committee  me  sting  on  Tuesday  next  at  7 
prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  chair  at  the  meet- 
ing on  Sept.  13.  It  being  the  final  date  for  decision 
of  the  heats  in  the  second  lound  of  the  Club 
Championship,  the  draw  for  the  third  round  took 
place,  and  the  heats  must  be  finished  on  or  before 
Oct.  15.  Since  last  report,  several  members  have 
recorded  fish.  Mr.  Whitbread  has  taken  perch ; 
Mr.  Attwood,  broach  and  porjh;  Mr.  Hersant, 
several  brace  of  trout;  and  from  the  Society's 
water,  nice  takes  of  roach,  the  ten  best  fish  going 
101b.  3|oz..  Mr.  A.  Piercy,  roach  and  chub;  Mr. 
A.  Ellis  Forbes,  roach  up  to  1  lb. ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  in 
a  catch  of  301b.  odd,  had  chub  close  on  31b.,  roach 
up  to  1  lb.  6o/-.,  perch  up  to  l^Ib.,  and  dice  up  to 
lOJoz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Linsdell,  some  chub  between  21b. 
and  31b.  each,  perch  and  dace  of  Jib  ;  M;-.  S.  Rayner, 
trout  5|lb.  and  4Jlb,  and  a  brace  of  pika  1 241b.  and 
121b.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Sdciety. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  p  esided  o>er  Monday's 
meeting.  Mr.  Fred  Mansell  reported  having  killed 
another  Thames  trout  of  31b.  6oi.,  making  the 
thirteenth  he  has  captured  this  season,  his  biggest 
fish  amongst  the  baker's  dozen  being  a  splendid 
specimen  of  81b.  8oz.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  who  has  just 
returned  from  Harris,  gave  an  intere3.,ing  account  of 
his  sport  with  sea-trout.  He  had  forty  fish  during 
his  stay.  In  the  first  week,  sport  was  excellent, 
but  after  this  for  a  whole  fortnight  there  was  a 
suocesdon  of  gales  and  storms,  so  much  so  that 
there  was  a  spate  every  other  day.  Anglers  in  the 
Hebrides  suffered  severely  this  tune  from  too  much 
water,    a    somewhat    unusual    circumstance  ia 
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connection  with  sea-trout  fishing,  the  boot 
.  generally  being  on  the  other  leg.  Mr.  Brown 
f  mentioned  that  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  had  had  grand 
sport  with  the  dry-fly,  and  next  Monday  Mr. 
Poole  will  himself  doubtless  give  details  con- 
cerning this  new  departure  which  cannot  fail  to 
be  unusually  entertaining.  Mr.  C.  Butler  had  about 
the  same  number  of  sea-trout  as  Mr.  Brown, 
together  with  a  small  salmon.  At  Newbury  the 
Chairman  had  trout  up  to  •21b.  and  Mr.  Frank  Ward 
took  trout,  grayling  and  perch  from  the  society's 
fisheries  there.  Nothing  had  been  done  at  Uxbridge 
in  consecjuence  of  the  disturbance  caused  by  the 
yearlj-  weed  cutting.  This,  however,  was  com- 
pleted at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  so  that  coarse 
fish  should  soon  sebtle  down  again. — Hon.  Sec. 

SouTHwoLD  Sea  Anxjlers'  Society. 
It  is  well  known  that  good  fishing  can  be  had  off 
Southwold  new  pier,  and  some  excellent  catches 
have  been  made  there,  but  no  society  has  hitherto 
existed.  To  remedy  this  defect  a  meeting  of  anglers 
was  held  at  the  Town  Hall  on  Monday  evening 
(Sept.  11),  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Edgar  P'ipe)  pre- 
siding, and  about  forty  being  present.  The 
Mayor  said  the  formation  of  such  a  society 
would  give  increased  interest  to  angling,  and 
bring  people  to  Southwold,  and  would  meet 
with  encouragement  from  the  Coast  Development 
Company.  Lowestoft  had  a  successful  Angling 
Society,  and  Southwold  could  have  an  ecjuaUy 
flourishing  institution.  Mr.  S.  J.  Reynolds  pro- 
posed, and  Mr.  Juler  seconded,  that  they  should 
form  a  Society  to  be  called  the  Southwold  Sea 
Angling  Society,  and  it  was  carried  unanimously, 
as  were  the  resolutions  that  followed.  Mr.  Robt. 
Canova  was  elected  hon.  secretary,  and  Mr.  S.  W. 
Reynolds  hon.  treasurer.  It  was  resolved  to  form 
a  committee  of  twelve,  with  the  president  ex  officio. 
The  following  were  elected:  Messrs.  Dickenson, 
Mitchell,  A.  Field,  H.  W.  Hurr,  Jno.  Aldred,  Tom 
Wright,  Reeve,  H.  Aldred,  Father  Mason,  Geo. 
Taylor,  R.  Dale,  and  Geo.  Blowers.  Father  Mason 
proposed,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  seconded,  that  the 
Mayor  be  the  Piesident,  and  this  was  carried 
unanimously.  It  was  resolved  that  the  Swan  Hotel 
be  the  headquarters,  and  the  annual  subscription 
be  2s.  6d.  for  members,  5s.  honorary  members,  and 
lOs.  6d.  vice-presidents.  Twenty-six  members 
joined. 

West  Hajipstead  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  F.  Phillips  occupied  the  chair  on  Monday 
last,  when  a  new  member  was  elected.  Messrs.  F. 
Phillips  and  H.  Mallinson  wrote  from  Coltishall, 
Saying  they  are  having  grand  sport ;  also  a  letter 
from  Mr.  W.  E.  Jeffries,  reporting  the  capture  of  a 
specimen  pike  in  Lincolnshire.  The  hon.  treasurer 
with  two  friends  have  been  enjoying  themselves 
amongst  the  rudd.  perch  and  bream  at  Upton  Broad. 
Mr.  J.  Edmonds  took  a  specimen  perch  from  the 
club  water  at  Rickmansworth,  and  some  chub, 
roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  at  Springwell.  The 
■first  match  of  the  season  will  take  place  at  War- 
grave-on-Thames  on  Sept,  21. — A.  E.  J.,  Hon. 
Sec. 


CLOSE  OF  SALMON  NETTING  IN 
THE  SOLWAY. 


The  netting  of  salmon  and  fish  of  the  salmon 
kind  in  this  firth  was  brought  to  a  close  on  Satur- 
day, Sept.  9.  The  returns  for  the  year  were  much 
below  the  average  of  recent  years.  At  the  opening, 
towards  the  close  of  February,  spring  fish  were 
exceedingly  scarce ;  those  that  were  caught,  how- 
ever, were  in  prime  condition,  and  weighed  about 
101b.  each.  Several  "  grey  "  salmon  were  taken  in 
the  opening  weeks  which  scaled  over  201b.  each. 
During  the  month  of  March  the  weather  conditions 
were  mcst  favourable  for  fish  running  up  the 
estuary,  and  several  fair  catches  were  made  by  the 
different  nets,  though  the  spring,  as  a  whole,  was 
much  of  a  failure.  Sea-trout  were  rather  late 
in  making  their  appearance,  and  some  anxiety 
[prevailed  among  the  fishermen  that  the  trout 
iSeason  was  going  to  be  bad.  Fortunately,  the  fine 
!  summer  weather  caused  the  trout  to  run  in  strong 
numbers,  and  during  June  some  extra  good  hauls 
were  made.  The  stako-neta  and  the  Annan  haaf- 
net  fishermen  had  some  beautiful  sea-trout,  and 
though  the  average  weight  was  from  Ulb.  to  li/lb. 
many  fine  ones  of  41b.,  51b.,  and  61b.  were  caught 
in  the  height  of  the  run.  An  unusually  large 
pvmhhr  e?i:;apt'd  tho  nets  in  the  firth,  and  ascended 
She  riverrf  about  Juno  and  July.  Tho  grilse  migra- 
Ition  was  tho  worst  experienced  in  tho  Solway  for 
tho  past  twenty  years  or  more.  In  the  month 
ijf  May,  when  tlio  principal  migration  of  the 
gfibe;  is  looked  for,  only  an  odd  one  or  two 
iWOTe  caught,  and  June  proved  no  improvement. 
Xa»  marked  scarcity  of  grilse  this  year  is  much  to 
ps  deplored,  as  it  is  an  indication  of  possibly  a 
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short  crop  of  salmon  next  season.  Tho  grilse  wore 
of  exceptionally  fine  quality,  little  short  fish, 
running  on  the  average  about  51b.  each,  and  quite 
superior  to  those  taken  in  tho  firth  in  1004.  The 
lessees  looked  forward  to  some  good  hauls  in 
autumn,  and  although  the  weather  of  the  past  few 
weeks  was  all  in  favour  of  autumn  fish  running  to 
the  rivers,  August  produced  very  poor  cratches, 
though  two  or  three  fair  days  were  had.  -  With  only 
eight  fishing  days  to  run  into  September  before 
closmg  down,  the  prospects  were  not  of  tho  brightest, 
but  for  a  day  or  two  last  week  some  capital  salmon 
were  caught  weighing  over  301b.  The  average  weight 
of  the  back-end  fish  was  IGlb.,  and  they  wore  of 
splendid  quality.  The  record  weight  for  tho  year 
was  451b.,  and  this  fish  was  taken  in  August  by  an 
Annan  haaf-net  fisherman.  Another  of  42Jlb.  was 
taken  during  the  summer  by  a  Port  Carlisle  haaf- 
net  fisherman,  and  bought  by  an  agent  at  Annan. 
A  Carlisle  correspondent  writing  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  at  the  time  reported  this  fish  as  weighing 
451b.,  which  was  a  clerical  error  on  his  part.  In 
reviewing  the  prices  for  the  past  year  it  may  be 
remarked  that  the  quotations  were  not  so  high  as 
experienced  a  season  or  two  ago,  and  no  doubt  the 
fall  in  prices  this  year  has  been  due  mainly  to  stag- 
nation of  trade  in  the  country.  At  the  o  pening  of  the 
season  on  Feb.  25,  the  price  for  Solway  salmon  was 
2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  and  gradually  the  market  rose  to 
3s.  per  lb.  during  Lent.  By  Whitsunday  there  was 
a  considerable  decline  in  the  quotations,  when 
consignments  of  salmon  and  grilse  from  the  east 
coast  fisheries  caused  a  glut  in  the  market  in  June. 
Sea-trout  of  prime  quality  fell  as  low  as  9d.  per  lb;, 
and  even  grilse  touched  that  figure  in  a 
number  of  the  English  markets.  As  the 
Solway  is  one  of  the  last  to  close  its  netting 
m  the  country,  it  was  anticipated,  three  weeks 
ago,  when  many  fisheries  closed  their  season, 
that  prices  would  rise  rapidly  for  autumn  salmon, 
but  the  lessees  experienced  disappointment  in  this 
respect.  There  has  been  no  animated  demand,  and 
dull  trade  kept  prices  low.  Of  late  the  quotations 
ran  from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  7d.  per  pound,  and  the 
closing  figures  were  Is.  4d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  pound. 
It  is  believed  by  those  who  are  in  a  position  to 
judge  that  the  lessees  will  have  a  difficulty  in 
squaring  accounts  for  the  season  just  closed. 

Hbathebbell. 
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BAMBOO  T'ARTRIDOEIS  FOR 
WASHINGTON. 
Through  tho  gonorosity  of  A.  W.  Bash;  a  pionfjer 
of  Seattle,  Wash.,  who  is  now  in  Shjinghai,  tho 
gumo  preserves  and  tho  mountains  and  rneudows  of 
Wostern  Washington  aro  to  bo  stocked  in  a  limited 
way  with  bamboo  partridges,  or  dah  choo,  ol 
Central  China.  Forty  of  tho  birds  havo  bfjfstt 
turned  over  to  tho  stato  sportsman's  association  by 
tho  Misses  Clornentino  and  Mary  Bash,  and  wero 
recently  liberated  along  the  sound  in  coveys  of 
eight. 

In  his  letter  presenting  the  birds  to  the  Washing- 
ton sportsmen,  Mr.  Bush  states  that  tho  gift  is 
made  in  the  name  of  his  two  daughters,  both  of 
whom  are  enthusiastic  sportswomen  and  excellent 
shots.  ^ 

The  partridges  were  brought  from  Shanghai  on 
board  ttio  Kanagawa  Maru.  There  were  forty-two 
birds  in  tho  original  shipment,  but  two  ^  of ^  them 
died  during  the  trip. 

The  bamljoo  chicken  is  about  the  colour  of  a 
common  ruffed  grouse  or  wood  pheasant,  but  not 
quite  so  large  in  size.  The  male  differs  little  in 
plumage  from  the  hen,  and  can  best  bo  told  by  his 
heavier  legs  and  spurs.  The  tail  feathers  are  about 
4in.  long.  The  bird  is  beautifully  mottled  on  the 
breast — particularly  the  male — and  is  almost  indis- 
cernible in  the  grass  and  brush  when  sitting  still. 

They  inhabit  all  Central  and  Southern  China,  and 
are  nearly  always  found  about  bamboo  thickets. 
They  are  not  very  wild,  and  like  the  low  grass  and 
brush  near  cultivated  fields.  They  must  be  near 
springs  or  running  water,  and  are  fond  of  wheat, 
rice,  and  millet,  particularly  the  latter. 

The  male  bird  has  a  loud  whistle  or  call  similar 
to  that  of  the  Bob  White  quail.  He  starts  as 
follows  :  "  Chee  !  ehee  !  chee  !  chee  ho  wheat  !  chee 
ho  wheat  !  chee  ho  wheat  !  "  and  keeps  it  up  quite 
a  while,  seeming  to  be  unable  to  stop  when  he  gets 
well  imder  way.  They  also  have  an  alarm  note,  a 
sort  of  "  peep-peep."  , 

They  have  much  the  same  habits  as  the  California 
quails,  but  are  a  better  game  bird  to  hunt  with 
dogs,  because  they  lie  very  close  in  the  brush  and 
grass  and  do  not  run  as  much  as  the  quails.  They 
are  a  fine  table  bird,  and  are  trapped  and  sold  in  the 
Shanghai  market  for  swell  dimiers  and  feasts. — 
American  Field. 


ilofes  from  ilorf^. 

The  rivers  have  not  kept  up,  yet  there  are  lots  of 
fish  in  the  pools,  and  fairly  good  sport  towards 
nightfall  to  the  Bumble  Bee,  Jock  Scott,  and 
kindred  lures. 


The  Don,  for  the  first  time,  holds  a  lot  of  salmon, 
and  one  of  351b.  was  got  by  one  of  the  workmen, 
who  had  permission  from  the  Messrs.  Piries,  who 
are  very  generous  with  permits  to  their  employees. 

This  year  they  are  making  a  dead  stand  against 
"  pot -hunting "  and  selling  of  fish  from  all  their 
waters.  Many  of  the  men  will  not  hke  it,  but  it  will 
do  good  to  the  river  generally,  and  the  upper 
proprietors  in  particular. 


Everybody  was  at  the  Aboyne  Games  last  week, 
and  the  Braemar  Gathering  the  day  after.  And 
now  the  season  is  practically  over,  although  it  has 
hardly  begun. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  is  at  Abergeldie.  He ,  the 
Duke  of  Connaught,  Prince  Alexander  of  Teck,  and 
a  party  of  nine  guns  had  a  grouse  drive  on  Glen- 
gairn,  and  bagged  .some  sixty  brace,  but  it  was  "  a 
beastly  day." 


Since  the  weather  broke  sea  angling  has  gone  off 
a  bit.  It  has  been  one  of  the  best  seasons  on  record 
off  the  Aberdeen  and  Moray  Firth  coasts.  The 
boats,  however,  have  had  the  best  of  it.  The 
rockies  (angling  off  the  rooks)  complain  of  light 
creels. 

They  are  getting  first-class  finnock  and  sea-trout 
fishing  at  the  mouths  of  the  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  and 
.such  like  streams  since  the  late  fill— and  all  to 
the  fly. 


By  the  way,  the  ICintore  Don  water  is  worth  look- 
ing after  now,  although  every  salmon  will  be  scared 
to  death  in  a  week  or  so's  flogging,  unless  successive 
fills  follow  each  other. 


There  is  about  as  good  a  bit  of  sea-trout  water  on 
the.Soutli-Esk,  Forfar,  as  one  can  desire.  The  charge 
is  2-j.  Od.  a  day,  and  particulars  can  bo  had  from 
the  bailiff  or  keeper  in  charge  at  Bridge  of  Dun, 
Forfar.  Si-ecial  Scotch. 


A  JAPANESE  TURTLE  FARM. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  last  International 
Congress  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  held  at  St.  Louis, 
K.  Mitsukuri,  Professor  of  Zoology  in  the  Imperial 
University,  Tokyo,  gave  some  interesting  facts  con- 
cerning the  raising  of  aquatic  animals  and  plants. 
Japan,  with  its  20,000  miles  of  coastline,  its  bays 
and  estuaries,  inlets  and  straits,  with  its  rich  fauna 
of  marine  organisms  everywhere,  with  its  dense 
population  subsisting  largely  upon  vegetables  and 
fish,  is  peculiarly  adapted  to' the  culture  of  sea  Ufe, 
and  it  need  hardly  occasion  surprise  to  learn  that 
the   oyster  raising  of  Hiroshima  and  the  algae 
culture  of  Tokyo  Bay  are  well  established  industries 
and  have  been  carried  on  for  hundreds  of  years. 
The  place  occupied  by  the  diamond  back  terrapin 
in  America  and  by  the  green  turtle  in  England  is 
taken  by  the  "  suppon,"  Or  snapping  turtle,  in 
Japan,  but  the  Japanese  epicure  has  the  advantao-e 
over  his  brothers  in  other  lands  in  that  he  has  no 
fear  of  the  supply  of  his  favourite  aquatic  delicacy 
being  exhausted,  thanks  to  the  successful  efforts  of 
Mr.  Hattori,  whose  farms  have  been  brought  to  so 
high  a  state  of  perfection  that  he  is  able  to  turn 
out  tens  of  thousands  of  turtles  every  year.  The 
farm  belonging  to  this  family  lies  near  Tokyo,  and 
was  originally  reclaimed  from  the  sea.    Aside  from 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer,  the  father  of  the  present 
Hattori  found  the  collecting  or  selling  of  river  fish 
to  be  a  profitable  undertaking,  and  almost  two- 
thirds  of  a  century  ago  he  concei\-ed  the  idea  of 
cultivating  "  suppon,"  although  no  definite  action 
was  taken  for  many  years.    In  1866  the  first  large 
turtle  was  caught,  and  from  that  time  additions 
were  made  until  in  1874  the  number  had  reached 
fifty.    One  of  the  first  difficulties  presenting  itself 
was  the  unnatural  appetite  of  the  adults  for  their 
young,  making  it  necessary  to  protect  the  latter 
from  their  parents.    Under  these  conditions  the 
present  system  of  culti\  ation  was  gradually  evolved. 

In  general  appearance  a  turtle  farm  consists  of  a 
number  of  rectangular  ponds,  the  larger  ones  having 
an  area  of  from  25,000  to  50,000  square  feet  and 
a  depth  not  to  exceed  3  feet,  a  plank  wall  being 
constructed  around  the  outside  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  captives.  Three  or  four  feet  of  slope 
above  the  water,  surmounted  by  a  shelf  rea  clung 
back  to  the  wall,  afford  the  turtles  an  opportunity 
to  come  out  of  the  water  if  tliey  desire,  pie  bottom 
of  the  pond  is  covered  with  soft,  dark  mud,  several 
inches  tliick,  where  the  "suppon"  may  retu-e  to 
pass  the  winter. — London  and  China  Teicgraph. 
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^offings  Bp  ti)c  "^ap. 

"  When  the  listener  docs  not  understand,  and  the 
speaker  does  not  understand  either,  that  is  meta- 
physics."— Voltaire. 


More  "  Angling-Entente." 
Mr.  R.  Jacobs,  the  president  of  the  Silver  Trout 
AngUng  Society,  sends  ine  the  following : — Dear 
Dragnet, — Before  the  French  anglers  departed  for 
Paiis  they  requested  me  to  have  the  following  made 
known  to  the  anglers  of  Great  Britain  (the  transla- 
tion was  as  follows) :  To  the  president  of  the 
International  Competition  at  Henley,  Sept.  4,  1905, 
I  beg  you  to  be  my  interpreter. 

*  »  ♦  ♦  * 

To  the  anglers  of  Great  Britain,  and  especially 
the  Silver  Trouts,  to  thank  them  in  the  name  of 
our  societies,  and  I  may  say  in  the  name  of  all 
French  anglers,  for  tho  kind  reception  and  tho 
great  friendship  which  they  have  shown  to  us,  and 
may  that  meeting  of  French  and  English  anglers 
have  an  echo  in  the  two  countries  to  tighten  the 
friendship  already  cemented  by  the  reception  of 
our  navy  at  Portsmouth.  We  conclude  in  saluting 
the  King,  Queen,  and  Royal  Family,  not  forgetting 
yourself  and  Mr.  Franco,  who  made  the  remaining 
two  days  we  spent  in  your  beautiful  city  one  of 
great  pleasure.  We  hope  we  shall  be  invaded  very 
soon  to  a  return  visit,  and  we  will  |do  our  best. 
We  may  say  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  better. 
We  do  not  say  good-bye,  but  au  revoir. — Faithfully 
yours,  Messrs.  G.  Chauviere,  A.  Raboulin,  F. 
Martin,  J.  Goujous.  C.  H.  Guerin,  J,  Burion,  M. 
Rosignol,  C.  Bernard,  A.  Moss. 


The  Annual  Sea-fishing  Tackle  Show  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  will  be  held  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street,  E.G., 
from  Tuesday,  September  2(j,  to  Friday,  September 
29,  ne.Kt,  from  12  o'clock  (noon)  each  day  to  5  p.m. 
Tickets  of  admission  may  be  had  from  tho  principal 
tackle  dealers  or  from  the  secretary,  J.  Pickup. 


Sea-Love. 
The  love  of  soa  swells  strong  in  me. 

Of  wave  and  rock  and  foam — 
The  fog  hung  low,  the  wind  blown  free. 

The  world  my  heart  calls  home. 

Oh  for  the  thunder  the  wave  repeats. 

Where  silence  can  never  be  ! 
Where  the  brown  coast  rocks  with  the  echoes' 
beats 

From  the  deep,  deep  heart  of  the  sea. 
Where  the  brown  coast  rooks  with  the  echoes. 

And  the  anthems  clearer  grow 
Till  e'en  the  stars  in  the  heavens  swing 

In  time  with  the  waves  below. 

The  love  of  sea  is  strong  in  me. 

Of  wave  and  rock  and  foam — 
The  fog  hung  low,  the  wind  blown  free. 

The  world  ray  heart  calls  home  ! 

—Gloucester  Times. 


'  As  will  be  seen  on  p.  222.  Mr.  A.  E.  Lloyd  cap- 
tured a  skate  of  1631b.  on  rod  and  lipe.  Then  we 
hear  from  Ballycotton  that  three  skate — 1241b., 
1541b.,  and  1821b. — have  just  been  taken.  I  hear 
that  Mr.  W.  Adams,  president  of  the  Birmingham 
Football  Club,  has  just  returned  from  a  twenty-five 
days'  holiday  at  Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man,  during  which 
time  he  captured  1710  fish  of  ten  varieties,  weighing 
50001b.  His  largest  skate  out  of  nmety-three 
weighed  227  ilb. 


Mr.  Fred.  Aprs,  a  prominent  member  of  the  old- 
estabUshed  angling  society,  "  The  Brothers  Well 
Met,"  was  recently  fishing  for  roach  in  the  Barnes 
Reservoir.  He  was  using  a  No.  '.)  hook  and  fine  gut 
line  (Messrs.  Gillett's)  and  hooked  a  pike  of  101b. 
(a  really  handsome  fish).  Alter  nearly  twenty 
minutes'  play  he  succeeded  in  landing  it.  It  was 
exhibited  at  the  Falcon  Tavern  (Society  of  Cax- 
tonian  Anglers)  and  was  much  admired.  A  101b. 
pike  on  a  roach  rod  is  not  an  everyday  occurrence, 
and  Mr.  Apps  is  to  be  congratulated  on  his  skill. 


Fi.SHiNO  in  private  water  in  close  proximity  to 
town  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  William  Gate  the  late  hon. 
sec.  to  the  Caxtonian  Angling  Society,  and  Mr.  J. 
Mason,  a  friend,  had  a  fine  afternoon's  sport  amongst 
tho  pike.  Mr.  Cate  captured  four,  the  largest 
weighing  14lb.,  and  measuring  39in.,  while  his 
others  w^eie  equally  fine  fish  with  mea;surements  of 
.33in.,  30in.,  and  32Hn.  His  companion  landed  the 
remaining  fish  (30in.  in  length),  the  total  weighing 
three  ounces  under  601b.    They  were  caught  with 


small  gudgeon  on  a  gimp  and  gut  line.  The  anglers 
were  also  successful  in  bringing  out  one  or  two  very 
good  perch. 


Angling  on  the  Rother  near  Petworthisjustnow 
improving.  Mr.  G.  Kreckelor,  a  well  known  local 
angler,  fishing  the  Rother  at  Selham  on  Septem- 
ber 10,  had  a  I21b.  basket  of  roach  and  l^lb.  perch. 
A  perch  of  l^lb.  was  also  taken  from  the  same 
water  by  Mr.  J.  Hough. 


Mr.  J.  Samuels  writes  : — "  On  Monday,  at  Slough, 
I  was  fishing  for  over  two  hours  without  getting  a 
bite.  I  then  tried  some  ground  bait  mixei  with 
white  paste,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  I  caught  two 
jack,  one  sizeable,  and  the  other  a  little  under,  with 
the  mixed  bait,  on  a  roach  rod,  gut  line,  and 
No.  12  roach  hook.  I  should  like  to  know  if  such  a 
thing  happened  before."    [Yes;  lots  of  timos.J 


The  following  question  has  been  aaked  by  a 
Gloucester  angler  :  "  Do  you  know  of  any  objection 
to  using  a  sliding  Nottingham  float  in  a  club 
competition  ?  "  I  should  say,  "  Certainly  not."  In 
a  competition  if  a  sliding  float  is  necessary,  why  not 
use  it  ? 


Mr.  H.  Salinger,  of  Great  Yarmouth,  says: — 
"  The  whiting  have  arrived  ;  also  codling  have  been 
taken  up  to  31b." 


Fishing  Song. 

Bring  the  rod,  tho  line,  the  reel ! 
Bring,  oh  bring  the  osier  creel ! 
Bring  me  flies  of  fifty  kinds. 
Bring  me  showers,  and  clouds,  and  winds, 
All  things  right  and  tight, 

All  things  well  and  proper. 
Trailer  red  and  bright,,- 

Dark  and  wily  dropper — 
Casts  of  midges  bring. 

Made  of  plover-hackle. 
With  a  gaudy  wing. 
And  a  cobweb  tackle. 

Lead  me  where  the  river  flows. 
Show  me  where  the  alder  grows. 
Reeds  and  rushes,  moss  and  weed. 
To  them  lead  me — quickly  lead, 
Where  the  roving  trout 
Watches  round  an  eddy, 
.    With  his  eager  snout 

Pointed  up  and  ready. 
Till  a  careless  fly. 

On  the  surface  wheeling. 
Tempts  him  rising  sly 
From  his  safe  concealing. 

There,  as  with  a  pleasant  friend, 
I  the  happy  hours  will  spend. 
Urging  on  the  subtle  hook. 
O'er  the  dark  and  chancy  nook. 
With  a  hand  expert. 

Every  motion  swaying. 
And  on  the  alert 

When'the  trout  are  playing ; 
Bring  me  rod  and  reel, 
Flies  of  every  feather. 
Bring  the  osier  creel — 
Send  me  glorious  weather. 

— T.  T.  Stoddart  in  Ideas. 


A  PIKE  came  into  possession  of  the  East  Prussian 
Fishery  Society  which  weighed  321b.  and  was  45 Jin. 
in  length.  The  ovaries  weighed  over  61b.,  and 
contained  425,000  eggs.  In  the  stomach  were  found 
three  sticklebacks  of  two  species.  Of  parasites 
there  were  found  in  the  throat  and  stomach  ninety 
leeches,  thirty-eight  tapeworms,  and  twenty-six 
kratzer  (Echinorynchus).  ■ 


I  gather  from  a  Birmingham  eonlemporary  that, 
with  the  object  of  causing  increased  interest  in  the 
sport,  another  club  has  been  formed — the  British 
Mills  Angling  Club.  "  To  test  the  feeUng  among  the 
employes  a  contest  was  arranged,  and  fished  on 
Saturday  last,  at  Bidford,  there,  being  46  entries. 
Being  the  first  match,  strict  content  rules  were  not 
enforced,  neither  was  the  '  pegged  down  '  principle 
adopted.  At  6.30  p.m.  the  fish  were  weighed  in, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Clarke,  works  manager,  officiating  as 
referee,  and  Mr.  C.  Guise  officiating  at  the  scales. 
The  baskets  wore  certainly  not  heavy,  which  any 
angler  could  excuse  under  the  prevailing  conditions 
— ,1  high  wind  and  a  bright  sun.  Eighteen  were 
succossiul  in  taking  fish,  the  prize  list  warranting 
the  placing  of  a  prize  down  to  the  smallest  catch. 
The  result  of  the  experiment  being  so  successful,  it 
is  considered  likely  that  a  strong  and  useful  club 
will  be  formed." 
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An  iron  key,  three  inches  long,  was  found  in  the  ! 
stomach  of  an  II  lb.  grilse  (a  young  salmon),  taken  ! 
in  the  River  Bought  in  Inverness -shire. 


Severn  Salmon  Fishing.  ' 

There  would  appear  to  be  two  closings  of  the  \ 

season  this  year,  says  the  Bristol  Times  and  Mirror  < 

of  Sept.  I,  the  newspapers  having  contained  a  report  ( 

that  the  end  was  reached  on  Aug.  16.  This,  how-  i 
ever,  was  not  so,  for  the  lave  net  and  the  draught 

net  men  have  continued  their  que?t  up  till  the  last  ' 
moment,  on  Aug.  31.    The  uncertainty  about  the 

termination  of  the  season  arose  out  of  a  proposal,  * 

which  wa'S  carried  and  then  rescinded,  to  cease  , 

fishing  on  Aug.  16  in  each  year,  the  view  being  that  ■ 
this  would  help  the  fishing  yjro.spects  generally.  In 

a  general  review  of  the  past  season,  it  must  be  said  i 

that  it  is  a  very  disappointing  one.     During  the  j 

first  three  months  fish,  though  scarcte,  were  of  good  ■) 

size,  and  prices  ranged  comparatively  high.    Then  ' 

during  May  and  June  came  quite  a  heavy  glut,  with  J 

the  result  that  an  increased  number  of  licences  were  j 

taken  out.    Immediately  afterwards  there  was  a  i 

sudden  diminution  in  the  take,  and  July  and  August  \ 

have  been  so  disappointing  as  to  entirely  nullify  the  j 

previous  good  results.    Prices  were  down  to  a  Is.  j 

for  only  a  few  days,  and  have  finished  off  at  Is.  4d.  ' 
a  pound.    The  season  is  remarkable  in  that  not  a 

single  royal  sturgeon  has  been  seen,  much  less  • 

captured.  \ 

Mr.  E.  j.  Spragg,  of  Liverpool,  sends  the  follow- 
ing: "  '  His  Majesty's  Friends  '  (as  the  members  of  j 
the  Royal  Excelsior  Angling  Association  are  now  < 
termed  by  Liverpool  disciples  of  the  '  gentle  art')  j 
are,  as  I  predicted  a  short  time  ago,  going  strong.  ; 
This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  taking  into  account  i 
the  tireless  trio  of  staunch  sportsmen  (Messrs.  ( 
P.  Golightly,  H.  Grigg,  and  J.  'Fisher')  who  ' 
respectively  occupy  the  positions  of  president,  ) 
chairman,  and  secretary.  At  the  recent  annual  j 
picnic  held  at  Kllesmere  five  valuable  prizes  were  ; 
captured  by  Chairman  Grigg,  Messrs.  T.  Bathgate,  j 
F.  Exton,  J.  Watt,  and  J.  Cress.  Mr.  Joe  Harrison  1 
has  given  a  fine  cup  for  a  competition  on  Sept.  2  4.  ' 
Several  other  valuable  trophies  are  on  offer  for  i 
future  competitions,  and,  taking  things  all  round,  i 
the  Royal  Excelsiorites  are  booming.  They  are  no  , 
fair  weather  anglers,  but  keen  'sports  '  every  time."  ^ 


Mr.  H.  Barnett,  of  Rugby,  writes: — "While 

fishing  in  the  River  Avon  near  to  Rugby,  in  com-  j 

pany  with  Mr.  J.  Dixon,  we  saw  a  fine  chub  floating  1 

dead  in  the  water.    Feeling  curious  to  know  what  J 

had  caused  its  death,  we  got  it  to  land,  and  on  ^ 
examination  found  a  large  cray^sh  fixed  in  its 

throat,  with  the  large  claws  projecting  from  the  .' 

mouth.     The  chub  was  in  fine  condition,  and  I  \ 

should  judge  would  weigh  quite  Clb."  '. 


'  Now,  Sonny,  answer  me  this ! — If  an  angler  , 
walking  to  the  river  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an  \ 
hour  gets  half  an  hour's  start  of  another  angler  4 
walking  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  where  will  j 
the  second  angler  overtake  the  first?"  Sonny:  3 
"  Why,  at  the  first  pub."  V 
 »  f 

"  A  Dry-Fly  Purist,"  giving  advice  to  a  beginner  3 
in  Baily's  Magazine,  exhorts  him  to  "  swear  not  at 

all.    Even  a  harmless  expletive  may  by  degrees  J 

increase  in  force  and  degenerate  into  an  oath  when  I 

provoking  mishaps  occur,  such  as  breaking  the  top  i 

of  your  rod,  or  losing  the  largest  fish  you  have  j 

hooked  and  played  in  tho  act  of  trying  to  land  j 

him  ;  or  if,  when  the  evening  rise  of  fish  is  nearing  9 

its  finish  fast  and  furious,  your  gut  cast  becomes  ; 

hopelessly  entangled,  and  you  miss  your  last  and  ' 

best  chance.     The  man  who   laments  over   his  ] 

bad  luck  thus,  sometimes  profanely  cursing  it,  is  J 

generally  one  who  expects  to  have  everything  his  \ 

own  way — an  impossibility  in  this  life  !    Exaggera-  -i 
tion :  scrupulously  avoid  it  in  any  form.  Anglers 
have  a  bad  reputation  for  untruthfulness,  not  tu 

say  for  telling  lies,  but,  as  a  body  of  men  under  the  " 
influence  of  an  innocent  recreation  and  in  close*  ; 

contact  with  the  charms  of  Nature,  they  do  not  j 

deserve  it.    To  tell  a  deliberate  lie  in  ordinary  j 

matters  would  cause  a  man  to  be  shunned  by  his  j 

associates,  and  yet  what  is  the  difference  in  a  '  fish  ? 

story  '  often  Ustened  to  in  a  mixed  company  amid  ] 

much  mirth,  and  causing  a  sort  of  com[:etition  < 

as  to  who  shall  outdo  another  in  propagating  a  j 
greater  falsehood." 


"  The  Mick  "  was  present  the  other  evening  at 
the  angling  club's  weekly  meeting ;  opposite  him  i 
sat  another  member,  noted  for  his  talking  powers.  ; 
On  this  occasion,  however,  this  particular  gentle- 
man was  unusuallj-  quiet,  and  "  The  Mick  "  noticed  i 
it.  "Bedad,"  he  said,  regarding  him  quizzically,  | 
"  it's  quoite  a  trate  to  hear  him  sitting  still  and  '. 
saying  nothing — so  it  is."       _  Dragnet. 
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i  must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


{   FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

'  The  nineteenth  great  angUng  competition  pro- 
lOted  by  the  Bi  mingham  and  District  Angling 
=30ciatijn  waa  fished  in  the  River  Thames  at 
bingdon  on  Monday  last.     It  took  three  large 
•ains,  which  were  chartered  by  the  Association,  to 
jnvey  the  meoabers,  wives,  and  fi  lends  to  the 
;ene  of  the  contest,  near  upon  1500  railway  tickets 
ere  sold,  the  discount  upon  which  will  go  to  the 
inds  of  the  Association  ;  1160  members  took  part 
1  the    contest.     The  first    train    left  Hands- 
I'orth   at    4.45    a.m.,  calling  at    Hockley,  Bir- 
jiingham,  Bordesley,  and  Small  Heath,  and  the 
ext  two  trains  calling  at  the  same  stations  being 
laa  minutes  behind  each  other.     Abingdon  was 
I3ached  in  good  time,  and  after  coffee  and  tea  had 
leen  partaken  of,  and  the  necessary  preliminaries 
lad  been  arranged,  the  draw  for  places  t  jok  place, 
'he  ground  having  baen  marked  out  with  pegs 
olJing  the  numbers  ten  yards  apart  by  Mr.  T. 
tolas,  the  President,  and  th  ee  more  of  the  com- 
aittee  who  acted  as  referees.    The  task  was  very 
reat,  and  was  commenced  on  Sunday  afternoon 
nd  completed  on  the  e  .rly  Monday  morning  ;  they 
lad  to  cover  over  eight  miles  of  the  river,  as  in 
ome  places  it  was  unfishable  owing  to  weeds,  etc. 
\s  soon  as  the  contestants  had   obtained  their 
lumbers  they  proceeded  to  their  corresponding  peg 
lumber,  and  at  1 1  o'clock  the  whistles  gave  the 
ignal  for  the  contest  to  commence,  when  with 
ag3r  expestations  young  and  old  anglers  set  to 
rork  ia  earnest  to  se3ure  a  prize,  and  at  2  o'clock 
he  whistles  sounded  to  cease  fishing,  when  the  bags 
vere  collected  by  the  members  of  the  committee, 
vho  were  assisted  very  ably  by  the  committee  of 
<he  Abingdon  Association,  who  acted  as  umpires 
|)ver  the  different  sections,  who  conveyed  the  bags 
i)f  fi^h  to  the  wpighiag-in  tent;  about  300  were 
Drought  in,   and  only   94    succeeded  in  taking 
Drizes,  as  the  contest  was  fished  under  the  Thames 
iregulations,  and  a  number  of  the  fish  brought  in 
Vere  in  many  instances  just  under  the  standard. 
The  weighifig-in  resulted  in  the  three  following 
aiember-i  in  the  order  named  taking  the  three  best 
prizes:  G.  Gilberthorpe,  City  Piscatorial s,  21b.  9|oz., 
this  included  an  eel  of  21b.  4oz. ;  W.  SherrLman, 
jun.,  Canadian  Club,  21b.  8oz.,  chiefly  roach  ;  and  J. 
lAverill,  Old  Lodge,  1  lb.  lO^oz.     £8  is  fiirst  prize,  £6 
|3econd  prize,  and  £4  third  pi  ize.  The  club  to  which 
Ithe  winner  belongs  will  hold  the  £50  Challenge  Cup 
|for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.     The  club  will  also 
]be  presented  with  a  handsome  framed  diploma,  and 
(he  will  be  presented  with  a  similar  diploma.  £100 
jWas  granted  fur  prizes,  which  will  be  distributed 
lamongst  the  other  ninety-one  winners:  no  fish 
ander  7oz.  will  take  a  prize.    The  river  was  in  grand 
condition,  and  the  weather  was  all  that  could  be 
desired.    The  arrangements  were  admirably  carried 
out  and  gave  satisfaction  to  even  the  water-beaten 
contestants;  after  the  weighing-in  was  concluded 
the  Birmingham  and  Abingdon  committees  sat 
down  to  a  substantial  dinner  at  the  Railway 
Restaurant.    The  takes  of  fish  were  very  small,  but 
if  it  is  taken  into  con- iderat ion  that  the  Abingdon 
people,  who  always  make  a  holiday  of  the    Brums  " 
visiting  their  town,  and  turn  out  in  force  and 
perambula'.e  up  and  down  the  river,  much  to  the 
annoyance  of  ihe  anglers,  bid  catches  are  not  to  be 
wondered  at.    The  tint  leturn  train  left  Abingdon 
at  6.45.    Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  prize  dis- 
tribution.   Messrs.  Thomas,  of  Redditch,  who  have 
a  branch  establishment  in  Worcester-street,  Bir  - 
mingharn,  gave  each  contestant,  previous  to  the 
contest,  a  small,  packet  of  No.  12  roach  hooka  on 
fine  drawn  gut. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  heavy  rains  of  last  week  had  the  effect  of 
clearing  away  a  good  deal  of  the  surface  weed  on 
Boine  lengths  of  the  Witham,  and  angling  has 
coDsequently  been  prosecuted  under  much  more 
comfortable  conditions.  Roach,  however,  are  not 
giving  the  sport  they  did  three  weeks  ago,  and 
where  bags  varying  from  one  to  two  stonod  were 
obtained,  not  more  than  61b.  to  101b.  is  being 
creeled.  The  warmer  weather,  however,  has 
brought  bream  on  the  feed,  and  compensation  for 
the  inactivity  of  the  red  fins  has  thus  been  .secured. 
One  or  two  have  reached  quite  a  nice  weight,  and 
more  than  one  angler  has  killed  fish  up  to  51b. 
The  glowing  accounts  from  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Forty-foot  of  late  induced  the  writer  to  take  a 
turn  witri  the  piko  rod  last  week-end,  but  neither 
wjth  the  natural  nor  artificial  bait  could  he  move  a 
ash,  and  he  returned  home  with  an  empty  creel. 
ij«rtainly  the  water  was  not  in  a  satisfactory  con- 
dition for  trolling,  but  other  anglers  af te?  roach 


and  perch  appeared  to  be  having  quite  an  enjoy- 
able time.  Perch,  of  which  there  are  some  beauties 
in  the  Dowsby,  Rippingale,  and  Dunsby  fen  dis- 
tricts, were  freely  taking  the  worm,  and  one  rod  had 
two  fish  on  in  succession,  weighing  21b.  .'Joz.  and 
1  lb.  8oz.  In  the  same  district,  too,  the  writer  was 
told  that  rudd  had  been  taken  up  to  1  lb.  lOoz.  The 
waters  hereabouts  are  in  very  nice  condition,  but 
are  a  trifle  on  the  muddy  side.  Reports  from  the 
Welland  show  that  fair  apojft  is  now  being  obtained 
in  the  Deeping  district. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  our  local  waters  has  only  been  very 
moderate  during  the  past  week ;  yet  both  the 
River  Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal  are  in  very  good 
trim.  A  few  very  good  bream  were  taken  at 
beginning  of  the  week  at  Leven  Lock,  and  Beverley 
anglers  have  secured  some  good  bream  with 
maggots  at  Beverley  Beckend;  bub  in  the  lower 
waters  very  little  has  been  done  ;  and  to 
use  a  local  phrase,  the  roach  have  been 
"  dead  off  "  in  all  parts,  several  anglers  having  been 
out  and  returned  with  empty  baskets,  which  is  quite 
unusual  for  this  time  of  the  season,  when  the 
best  catches  of  roach  are  generally  obtained,  and 
best  fish  secured,  especially  in  paste  fishing  in  the 
River  Hull.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Lincolnshire 
waters  have  yielded  well,  and  at  Firebeacon,  Fulstow, 
and  Thoresby  Bridge,  on  the  River  Ludd,  good  takes 
of  roach  have  been  made,  both  with  white  and 
coloured  maggots,  and  one  Hull  angler,  fishing  with 
paste  ab  Tetney  Lock,  secured  some  very  good 
roach.  Bream  fishing  on  the  Ancholme  continues 
to  be  first  class  in  the  Brigg  district,  and  baskets 
of  14lb.  up  to  351b.  secured  at  a  sitting,  and 
both  with  maggots  and  worms :  and  even  on 
this  river  roach  have  fought  shy  of  a  bait  during 
the  week  ;  but,  as  we  have  had  a  few  nice  showers 
of  rain,  this  should  biing  them  on  the  feed  again, 
especially  to  paste  and  creed  wheat.  A  little  sport 
has  been  met  with  in  the  Market  Weighton  Canal, 
but  the  fish  have  only  run  small  so  far.  The  East 
Hull  Band  Angling  Assjciation  fished  a  match  at 
Newport,  W.  Gordon  capturing  the  first  prize  with 
1  lb.  15foz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

A  wild,  wet  week,  which  culminated  in  bank  high 
floods  on  the  evening  of  Saturday  last,  is  what  the 
past  seven  days  have  been  made  up  of.  These 
floods  were  at  their  height  just  as  daylight  was 
going,  and  were  therefore  of  little  use  to  the  bottom 
fisher.  They  have  also  completely  spoiled  the  night 
fishing  for  sea-trout  for  this  September  moon,  or,  at 
all  events,  put  it  back  for  some  days.  Our  streams  are 
however — as  I  have  before  pointed  out — soon  "  up  " 
and  soon  "down,"  and  if  a  bit  of  settled  weather 
would  only  strike  in,  there  is  yet  time  for  some 
decent  baskets  to  be  made  before  this  moon  is 
d  me.  As  things  are,  the  only  thing  that  the 
migratory  sea-fish  seem  keen  on  just  at  present  is 
"running" — feeding,  with  any  freedom,  of  a  cer- 
tainty they  are  not.  The  latter  end  of  last  week 
saw  some  bad  luck  amongst  some  good  fish  on  the 
Kent,  Mr.  Millburn  getting  a  good,  steady,  quiet 
rise  from  a  salrnon  of  some  121b.  or  14lb.,  which 
was  non  est  when  he  struck,  and  Mr.  Evershed  had 
similar  hard  lines,  while  Captain  Tuson  and 
Messrs.  Hayes,  Willacy,  Bland,  and  Kellet  were 
all  fast  with  grilse,  all  of  which  broke  away. 
Captain  Tuson  and  Messrs.  Bland  and  Millburn 
partly  retrieved  matters  on  Monday,  the  former 
taking  a  salmon  of  some  121b.,  while  the  two 
latter  gentlemen  had  each  a  little  grilse.  On 
Sept.  8  Mr.  Dawson  filled  his  pannier  with  sea-trout 
by  the  aid  of  a  Blue  Phantom  Minnow.  Some 
heavy  fish  have  gone  over  the  falls  and  weirs. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Weaste  A.S.  at  Waverton  fished  their  contest 
and  disposed  of  ten  prizes,  Mr.  J.  Broadbent  taking 
the  first.  The  Robin  Hood  Anglers,  Clifton,  were 
simply  driven  off  the  bank  of  their  private  waters 
by  the  awful  weather  and  will  try  to  fish  their 
contest  to-day.  The  Jolly  Carter  A.S.,  Little  Hulton, 
are  due  at  Boothstown  on  Sept.  23.  The  Stockport 
and  District  Anglers  Federation  fished  their  eighth 
annual  challenge  shield  competition  on  Sept.  9  at 
High  Lane.  The  Stockport  County  anglers  won  this 
trophy,  for  the  fifth  time,  with  21b.  4oz.  r2drs. 
Mr.  A.  R.  Clucas,  the  president  of  the  Federation, 
presented  the  shield  to  the  winners.  Mr.  A.  H. 
Cross  is  the  winner  of  the  gold  medal.  Owing  to 
the  death  (on  Sept.  5)  of  Mr.  R.  Dougell,  Mr.  B. 
T.  Fletcher  officiated  as  referee,  this  being  the  only 
time  Mr.  Dougell  has  not  acted  in  that  capacity. 
Both  the  Federation  and  the  County  Club  are 
mourning  his  death,  but  his  memory  will  live  long, 
for  he  was  deeply  respected  for  his  genial  disposi- 
tion and  hard  work  in  the  interests  of  Stockport 
anglers.  From  all  our  rivers  the  reports  are 
extremely  uninteresting.    The   Welcomb  Angling 


Society  had  a  glorious  time  last  Monday  at  th'jir 
distribution  of  prizes,  but  spa/o  forbids  the  detuilH 
of  an  enjoyable  programme.  They  are  getting  now 
members  rapidly. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Clarence  A.S.,  Hulme,  went  to  Althorpe, 
but  could  not  get  away  from  wind  and  rain,  and 
wretched  sport.  Mr.  Whittle  look  first  pfize 
with  a  small  weight,  thus  continuing  a  rather 
remarkable  career.  He  only  began  to  fish 
last  season,  and  has,  so  far,  fished  in  four 
matches  and  taken  two  firsts  and  two  seconds. 
Next  Saturday,  Sept.  23,  will  see  the  last  of  the 
principal  events  in  this  district  decided,  tlie  event 
is  the  championship  and  challenge  shield  com- 
petitions of  the  West  Salford  A.S.  Tlie  "  30  "  Club 
have  kindly  consented  to  give  another  musical 
afternoon  on  Oct.  5.  The  R  jyal  Oak  A.S.  had  a 
grand  outing  to  Torksoy,  when  Mr.  S.  Smith  secured 
the  first  prize.  Chester  was  visited  by  the  Crown 
A.S.,  Hulme,  and  forty-three  rods  fished  for  twenty- 
three  prizes,  thirty  caught  fish.  Mr.  G.  Clare  heads 
the  list,  from  which  many  old  members'  names  are 
missing.  Four  of  our  city  rods  are  away  in  Ireland 
spending  their  holidays. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

On  Sunday  and  Monday  the  Trent  was  on  about 
a  foot,  the  extra  water,  however,  disappearing  by 
Tuesday  night.  Anglers  have  mustered  in  force, 
and  at  Shardlow  members  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society  have  been  amongst  *he  roach  with  creed 
wheat  and  bread  paste.  No  barbel  appear  to 
have  been  taken,  and  so  far  this  season  the  fish 
have  shown  little  or  no  disposition  to  feed. 
On  Tuesday — a  beautiful  day — sundry  baskets  were 
taken  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Colwick  Weirs 
by  six  subscribers  to  the  Holme  Pierrepont  waters, 
and  a  few  were  got  in  the  Wilford  district.  In  the 
free  waters  of  the  city,  Mr.  Harry  Briggs  has 
creeled,  with  paste,  over  200  roach  during  the  past 
fortnight.  Mr.  Briggs  only  fished  in  the  evening, 
and  he  invariably  uses  hair  bottoms.  His  best  fish 
scaled  1  lb.  3Joz.  He  had  also  a  bream  (to  wheat) 
of  3^1b.  Other  anglers  have  done  well,  with  paste, 
amongst  roach,  though,  as  a  rule,  they  did  not  run 
large.  At  Shelford,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  G.  Brown 
(Radford)  took  a  couple  of  pike — best  51b. — with 
live  bait :  and  lower  down  the  river,  or  at  Colling- 
ham,  Mr.  G.  Lamin  ran  and  landed  six  with  the 
trolling  bait,  the  heaviest  weighed  71b.  Some 
splendid  dace  have  been  got  at  Burton  Joyce  with 
gentles,  which  have  also  accounted  for  roach  and 
chub.  There  has  not  been  much  doing  with  wasp 
grub. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  not  had  a  very  rosy  time  of  it 
during  the  past  week.  A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen,  and 
caused  a  rise  and  some  coloration  in  two  of  our 
rivers,  and  but  few  have  been  out,  and  sport  all 
round  very  indifferent.  Two  gentlemen  caught 
one  and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  fifteen  good  grayling, 
and  a  dozen  good  dace  in  the  Teme,  near  Newn- 
ham  Bridge,  and  others  have  taken  some  good  dace 
and  a  few  grayling  near  Martley.  Messrs.  Green, 
Mills,  Thomas,  and  Bowen  had  good  dishes  of  roach, 
caught  with  paste  as  bait  in  the  Severn ;  others 
had  some  very  fine  roach  and  large  bream 
between  Camp  Weir  and  Holt  Fleet.  Competitions 
among  the  clubs  are  nearing  a  close.  The 
Bull's  Head  Club  had  their  annual  outing  and 
angling  contest  in  the  Teme  at  Martley,  to 
which  place  they  journeyed  by  brake  on  Thursday 
last.  The  company  put  up  at  the  Crown  Hotel 
(Host  Lawson),  and  after  an  excellently  served 
breakfast  fishing  became  general  till  midday  refresh- 
ments. The  competition  closed  at  6  o'clock,  and 
the  party  adjourned  to  the  Crown,  where  a  splendid 
dinner  was  thoroughly  enjoyed,  followed  by  a 
capitally  arranged  smoker.  An  unfortunate 
accident  on  the  return  journey  marred  the 
pleasure  of  the  day,  one  of  the  horses  got 
his  leg  over  the  pole,  and  the  pole  was  broken ; 
with  difficulty  another  vehicle  was  procured  to 
bring  the  party  home,  and  they  did  not  reach  the 
city  until  near  midnight,  weighing-in  being  deferred 
until  next  day.  Mr.  G.  I\Iapp  was  w-inner  of  1st 
prize  and  challenge  cup  ;  2nd,  Sir.  L.  F.  Higgs  ;  3rd, 
Mr.  C.  Avery ;  4th,  Mr.  H.  Proberts ;  5th,  Mr.  H. 
Cooper ;  6th,  Mr.  S.  Knight.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
Club  held  their  third  contest  in  the  Teme  at  Knights- 
ford  Bridge  on  Saturday  last.  Members  showed  up 
well,  a  fair  amount  of  sport  was  enjoyed,  all  prizes 
being  taken,  but  only  with  a  small  average  of  fish. 
First  prize,  Mr.  H.  Tyler ;  second,  S.  Nicholls ; 
third,  F.  Hill ;  fourth,  G.  Aldington.  A  match 
between  W.  Holder  (Sabrina  Club)  and  J.  Thompson 
(Fountain  Club)  came  off  at  Kempsey,  in  the 
Severn.  Thompson  caught  some  beautiful  dace  with 
the  maggot,  and  won. 
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ANGLERS 

'   HOTESI^iS,   FISHU^O  QXJAJRT: 

ERS,  &o. 

CXJLAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good   Trout  and   Ferox   Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.    Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from    Glasgow,    Oban,    Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Oulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

OVERSICAIG  HOTEL. 

LAIRG.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  Lairg,  N.B.) 
The  Anglera'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.   Good  Boats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.   Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.           „^      y,  Ptoprletrix . 

Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL.' 

MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kllpea,  CO.  Londonderry. 

n  1  T  Iff  AV    Ol    T\  \  \T\T    HT) atitv    rpT) ATTT 

SALMON  «  BANN  BROWN  TROUl. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appoint- 
ments up-to-date.  Billiards,  Boats, 
Vehicles,  &c.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in 
operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  lOs. 
per  week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets, 
f  1  Is. ;  Daily,  5s.  Boat  and  Man,  5s. 
per  day.  Cheaper  Angling  terms  on 
Upper  Water. — Address,  Manageress. 

Restcl  Tliia. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  enyelopi 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addtea 
in  the  V7orld,  post  free, 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIB! 
for  gd.  ;  3  doz,  for  ss. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d, 
or  12  doz.  for  6g. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD 
WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheft| 
ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  TacU 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JoKn  Ifirixlte  &.  Bona 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 

Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanupe,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishepy. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Pishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated    in  the  Donegal 
Highlands,    Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.    Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.    New  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  oo.  Donegal. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY  MATERIAL^ 

Hackles  all  colours,  5  Rroas,  2/6  (trout). 
SALMON— G. Pheasant,  Mallards,  Teal, Widgeon, 
Macaw,  Gallina,  Ac.  assortments,  4/9,  7/6, 
10/6.— J.  PICK.ERSGILL,6,Ciark  Terrace,  Leeds. 

SALMON  FISHING  TO  REN1 

The  Salmon  Fishing  Piscary  in  the 

RIVER  OF  ATRAN,  SWEDEN 

eventually  only  the  angling  right  whic 
is  due  to  town  of  Falkenberg,  may  t 
rented  from  the  1st  of  March,  190G. 

Please  send  the  offers  to  the  Board  ( 
Finances  at  Falkenberg,  which  with  plei 
sure  will  give  all  necessary  information 

Falkenberg,  in  the  month  of  Augus  } 
1905.    For  the  Board  of  Finances, 

CARL  STENBERC  i 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesete. 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  PUte, 
Boach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Freih  stocked.     860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.    Punt  boats.  Frequent 
Tratns  from  all  Metropolitan  atatloni.   Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  Fish 
Pike,  18  Inch.              Bream,  10  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch.              Dace,  6  Inch. 
Bndd,  6  Inch.              Perch,  8  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch.             Gndgeon,  1  Inch. 
Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  J une  15. 

Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Boach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.    Two  Colours, 
White  and  Fink.  Packets  3d,  &  6d .  each. 

GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight,    Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hdbley,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 

GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETS  ■< 

/•resident— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Mancbest  .  1 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Tl 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Wate  1 
at   Chesham,   and   extensive   Coarse   Fishii  1 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  la  a  valuab  i  S 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  dispoa  ;  > 
of  members.— For  Information,  apply  to  tl  . 
Sborbtary. 

Subgcription  payable  from  January  1. 

FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgb,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Distinguished  Patronage. 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.     Air  pure  and 
bracing.   Sanitation  perfect.   Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.    Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.     Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.    Telegrams:  " Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen."                               _  . 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 

"The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  Is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 

THF  ANHI  FR'S  HQTFL 

1  nL  nRUULIl  u  IIU  1  LLj 

Pontoon,  Poxford,  co.  Mayo, 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Bough  Shoot- 
ing.   Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 
^                                 P.  HEALY. 

CEROLEUIVI. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &o. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is,  each. 

Of  TAOKLB  IDSALEBB  at  home  and  abroad,  or 
direct  from  the  Maker, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich, 

Postage  Extra. 

Blenheim  Angling  Societ) 

ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 

THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.    Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.     First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.    Number  of  rods 
limited.    Telegrams:  " Hotel  Habeis." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 

WILLIAM  JONES 

.SALMON   FLT  DRESSER. 
l.T  years'  practical  experience,  including 
(i  years  with  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Redditch,  and 
i  years  with  R.  Anderson  &  Sons,  Edinburgh. 

SALMON  FLIES, 

All  .Standard  Patterns  and  Sizes  Stocked, 

Flies  Dressed  to  any  Pattern  at  shortest 
notice.     All  Flies  tied  on  Tested  Hooks 
and  guaranteed  first  class.   Wholesale  and 
Retail  Prices  on  Application,   Address — 

25,  Prospect  Hill,  Redditch. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmansworth  (M< 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry, 
Country  headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Hare&e 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).    Over  3,C 
fish  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  I4 
year. — For  particulars,  apply  to  the  8BCRBTAB 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbouj! 
Park,  W. 

"And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout. 
And  here  and  there  a  jrayling." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SVyAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

F ish i ng  on  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  21  Guineas  per  week.— For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  Manager. 

BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

PreeidentSni  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  BAI 

Reduced  Fare*  Sonth  Eastern  and  Chatht 
Railway ;  Agents  at  Coaat  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fbt 
Prices.   MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  t 
Headquarters,  i,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  L< 
don,  at  8  p.m.  For  Information,  apply  at  t 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing:  Quarters. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  UUUtrljAo, 

MAE!  r^rs  1  Aifir  unTEL. 
iVl AbUIJu  kMl^E  nsj  1 

IT   CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  GoU  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  Zd.  train  fare.   Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.    Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor.!.  J.  COTTRELL. 

ON  SPORT: 

SEA-FISHING  FOR  AMATEURS.  A  Practical 
Book  on  Fishing  from  Shore,  Rocks,  or  Piers, 
with  a  Directory  of  Fishing  Stations  on  the 
English  and  Welsh  Coasts.  Illustrated  by 
numerous  Charts.  Copiously  illustrated.  By 
Frank  Hudson.   Price  1/-,  by  post  1/2. 

PRACTICAL  SEA  FISHING.  A  Comprehensive 
Handbook  for  Amateurs  and  others  on  the 
Best  Tackle,  and  most  Successful  Slethods  of 
Sea  Angling  on  our  Coasts.  By  P.  L.  Haslope, 
Fully  Illustrated.  In  cloth,  price  3/6,  by 
post  3/9. 

PRACTICAL  GAME  PRESERVING.  Contain- 
ing the  fullest  Directions  for  Rearing  and 
Presei-ving  both  Winged  and  Ground  Game, 
and  Destroying  Vermin,  &c.  By  W.  Carnegie. 
Illustrated.  In  demy  8vo.,  cloth  gilt,  price 
10/6,  by  post  11/-. 

FERRETS  AND  FERRETING.  Containing 
Instructions  for  the  Breeding,  Managing, 
Training,  and  Working  of  Ferrets.  Illustrated. 
Price  1/-,  by  post  1/2. 

BREAKING  AND  TRAINING  DOGS  :  Being 
Concise  Directions  for  the  Proper  Education 
of  Dogs,  both  for  the  Field  and  for  Compan- 
ions. By  "  Path  FIN  DKR."  With  Chapters  by 
Hugh  Dalziel.  In  cloth  gilt,  price  6/6,  by 
post,  6A0. 

ANGLING  FOR  COARSE  FISH.  Bottom  Fish- 
ing, according  to  the  Methods  in  use  on  the 
Thames.Trent,  Norfolk  Broads  and  elsewhere. 
By  John  Bickebdyke.    Illustrated.  Price 
1/-,  by  post  1/2. 

THE  MODERN  ANGLER.    A  Practical  Hand- 
book on  all  Kinds  of  Angling,  both  Fresh 
Water  and  Sea,    By  "Ottbr."    Well  Illus- 
trated.   :New  Edition.    In  cloth  gilt,  price 
2/6,  by  post,  2/9. 
Complete  Catalogue  free  on  application. 

L.  UPCOTT  GILL,  Bazaar  Bcildinqs,  Druky 
Lane,  London,  W.C. 

CtTY  or  LONDOi 

Piscatorial  Societyi 

President    •    F.  B.  MILDMAV,  ESQ.,  M.F 

Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "T 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  t 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Societ 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wm 
bury  Station,  8.W.R.    Particular*  of  H« 
Secretary. 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  WhiteTrout  and  Brown  Trout. 

The  Gweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Anure.   Comfortable  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  banks  of  the  Gweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Lough  Anure,  and  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
60s.  weekly.    Fishing  2is.  weekly,  40«.  fort- 
nightly, 60j.  monthly.    Grilse  and  sea  trout 
DOW  running.    8,000  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  12lh  August.  Apply— 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  Donegal. 
Telegrarm:  "Hotel  Cbou,v.  Gweedore." 

CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  lillf. 

Most  up-to-date.    Luxury  oombined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine,  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position    near    Conversation  House. 
Large  garden,   ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 

0- XI  xo*  a?  X.  za  s . 

Very  large.    Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  T 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J. 
FICKESiiGILl,  M,  Market  Place,  £elgUi 

York. 

HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 

ri/rat-Claaa.      Choicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 

Tho  "Dapping"  Season  is  not 
yet  over. 

THE  FINEST  FREE-FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Drifts  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
shallows.    Nearly  70,000  acres  of  deep-water 
flshmg  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  CABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUE,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  laughs  Mask  and 
Corrih,  both  for  Kly  and  Trolling.     Under  New 
Management ;  Modern  comforts  \  Hot  and  Cold 
Baths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Tariff. 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery  ;  bracing 
air  ;  only  4t  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  application  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 

WHALE  B  ONI 

10  inches  long,  Sd,,  post  free, 
longer  or  shorter  lengths  supplied. 
ZERIN,    HOTEL    STREET,  LEICESTEf 

Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUS 
ACCOMMODATiON 

For  FiahinK  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Waltoa  OoOB 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Recft 

"Wanted"  advtt.,  18  uioTdt,  6d. ;  X  word*.  H.,  prep 

Address :  News  Offlee.  Athbouniei 

Anglers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishiner  in  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

SBOOLD  ADVBKTISB  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Address:  "Observer"  OfHee,  Bournemouth. 
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FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Local  anglers  have  been  busy  lately,  and  have 
njoyed  good  sport.  Saturday's  matches  mostly 
ielded  satisfactory  results.    Twenty-four  teams, 

total  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  anglers, 
urned  out  for  the  fourth  competition  for  the 
■05session  of  the  Faber  Challenge  Cup  in  the 
)use  waters  at  Bishop thorpe.  The  meteorological 
onditions  were  wretched,  a  strong  wind  blowing 
nd  rain  falling  throughout  tlie  afternoon.  The 
rater  wa^  of  good  colour,  and  lising  slightly,  and 
he  catches  were  larger  on  that  account  thxn  in 
he  previous  competition.  Most  of  the  fish  taken 
onsi^ted  of  roach  and  gudgaon,  some  good  samples, 
laiticularly  of  roach,  being  secured.  The  first 
our  winning  clubs  and  their  weights  of  fish  were  as 
oUiws: — George  the  Fourth,  101b.  ll^oz.  ; 
;.  Layerthorpe  Adult  School,  101b.  2Joz.  ;  3.  St. 
Dennis',  81b.  ll|oz. ;  4,  Leeman  road  Working 
lien's,  8lb.  ojoz.  Mr.  J.  Corney,  St.  Dennis'  A. A., 
von  the  gold  medal  for  the  g  eatest  individual 
veight  of  fish,  namely,  41b.  T^oz.,  he  being  first  in 
he  sweepstakes.  He  has  shown  up  well  through- 
')ut  the  season.  One  hundred  and  thirteen  of  the 
•ompetitors  took  part  in  the  sweepstakes,  Mr.  F. 
detcalfe,  George  the  Fourth  A.C.,  31b.  14^oz.,  being 
econd ;  and  'Ms.  W.  Henderson,  of  the  same  club. 
:lb.  lOJoz.,  third.  Mr.  Robett  Kershaw,  a  local 
ingler,  fisliing  at  Borough  Bridge  on  Sept.  1 1 , 
looked  and  landed  a  fine  barbel,  which 
s-eighed  61b.  lOoz.  He  was  ledgering  with 
,  large  dew-worm,  there  being  two  or  three  feet  of 
resh  water  in  the  river  at  the  time.  Mr.  G.  Wood, 
ishing  at  Thornton  Bridge,  near  Brafi'erton,  made 
,  record  catch,  having  in  a  week's  fishing  landed 
ight  pi'^e  weighing  in  the  aggregite  331b.,  the  two 
argest  fish  turning  the  scales  at  131b.  He  had  also 
I  perch  weighing  l|lb.  and  thirteen  chub,  their 
inited  weight  being  42pb.  The  total  weight  of  the 
reek's  catch  was  771b.  The  members  of  the 
!>eeman-road  A.C.  won  for  the  second  time  in 
uccession  the  shield  given  by  the  affiliated  vmions 
)f  Working  Men's  Clubs,  London,  and  on  Saturday 
light  they  assembled  at  their  quarters  ia  Salisbury- 
errace,  York,  to  receive  the  trophy  and  medals. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  wild  and  generally  wet 
ince  the  last  notes,  and  fishing,  especially  lake 
ishing,  has  been  much  retarded,  and  sport  has  not 
Deen  up  to  the  standard  on  any  water  when  the 
feather  permitted  angling  to  be  done.  On  the  sea- 
rrout  waters  the  fish  rose  fairly  well  at  some  places, 
out  sport,  on  the  whole,  has  been  backward.  The 
orincioal  rivers  still  open  for  angling  did  not  fish 
well,  though  all  were  in  good  order,  though  perhaps 
too  full  and  discoloured.  Sea  angling  was  im- 
possible on  most  days  at  nearly  all  stations,  but  on 
days  that  were  favourable — and  they  were  few — 
lome  good  sport  was  had  at  various  fish.  At  time 
,>f  writing  the  weather  is  very  winterish  in  appear- 
ance, and  the  outlook  is  not  at  all  improved. 

North  of  Ireland. 
This  week  the  weather  improved  considerably, 
with  a  corresponding  improvement  in  salmon 
ind  trout  fishing.  The  flax-water  plague  has 
;eased,  so  that  from  now  till  the  end  of  the 
season  the  waters  will  flow  unpolluted  in  the 
agricultural  districts.  The  season  is  rapidly  draw- 
ing to  a  close  on  the  Erne,  its  lakes  and  numerous 
tributaries,  as  angling  ceases  on  the  30th  inst.  It 
could  with  advantage  be  extended  to  the  middle 
pf  the  following  month.  Some  good  baskets 
of  sea  -  trout  were  made  latterly  oa  the 
Rosses  lakes,  which  are  in  fine  order  after  the 
rain,  and  fall  of  fish.  Amongst  them  Mrs.  Gore 
caught  a  2^1b.  fish.  The  Ballinderry  closes  on  the 
last  day  of  this  month,  just  when  the  best  part  of 
the  fishing  commences.  This  season  was  a  very 
poor  one  owing  to  the  prolonged  drought,  and  after 
the  floods  the  lake  trout,  for  which  this  stream  is 
famous,  did  not  come  up  in  their  usual  numbers. 
Tpom  Ardtrea  down  the  Salmo  ferox  is  now  in 
evilsnce. 


\   Amongst  the  "  curiosities  "  in  a  recent  number  of 
Slraml  Magazine  vr&3  a,  photograph  of  a  Jack- 
daw's nest,  showing  a  few  articles  which  the  bird 
'had  purloined.    Amongst  the  items  were  a  wooden 
'wheel  of  a  child's  perambulator,  a  cube  block  with 
the  letter  ".J"  on  it,  a  lead  whistli-end  of  a  toy 
trumpet,  a  doll's  bath,  half  a  tea  saucer,  pieces  of 
wire,  a  pipe  stem,  a  toy  animal,  a  pocket  of  an 
aoron,   house  flannel,  brown  paper,  newsjaoer, 
wtick-s.  hay  and  s'raw.  Another  phot'  graph  showed 
I  the  contents  of  a  hei  er  s  st  >m  ich.    The  animal  was 
Jb;ed  irt  Ireland,  and  fattened  for  the  butcher  at 
Hrough  Sowerby,  Westmoreland.    It  seems  to  have 
thriven  well  on  a  mixed  diet  of  iron,  stone  and 
,  glasB.while  a  cartridge  or  two  helped  it  to  go  off  at 
a  good  price  when  it  was  ready  for  the  butcher. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


RECENT  FISHING  AT  ARDARA. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  fishing 
here  has  improved,  the  following  having  been 
taken  on  Sept.  10  and  1 1  by  visitors  to  the 
hotel  at  Ardara : — Mr.  McCole,  3  salmon,  weighing 
51b.,  141b.,  and  15lb  :  Mr.  D.  B.  Taylor,  r,  white 
trout,  2lb.,  2ilb..  31b.,  and  again  3  white  trout 
averaging  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Wilkinson  (only  out  one  day) 
1  white  trout,  l^lb;  while  there  were  some  decent 
fish  taken  on  Kiltooris  Lake  lately.  So  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  thf  period  of  the  anglers'  discontent  in 
that  part  of  Donegal  has  given  way  to  better  times. 
— Yoars  truly,  Benwyan. 


FISHING  AT  ARDARA. 
D  E.^R  Sir, — Is  this  painful  subject  thrashed  out  ? 
If  not,  perhaps  you  might  allow  me  to  state  my 
experience  of  fishing  at  Ardara. 

Some  few  years  ago  I  spent  twelve  weeks,  in  two 
successive  years,  in  Ardara,  and  fished  all,  or  nearly 
all,  the  rivers  and  lochs  in  the  neighbourhood.  I 
hid  opportunities  of  bacoming  acquainted  with  the 
"  inwardness "  of  angling  at  Ardara,  both  at  its 
best  and  at  its  worst,  which  few  could  possess,  and 
the  opinion  formed,  after  two  lengthy  holidays  in 
which  every  day  "  barrin'  "  Sunday  was  spent  with 
rod  in  hand,  was  this,  that  the  people  were  as 
charming  as  only  the  western  Irish  can  be  when 
they  are  in  the  mind,  thati  the  country  was  ex- 
tremely beautiful,  but  that  as  a  centre  for  angling 
Ardara  was,  to  put  it  mildly,  advertised  very  much 
above  its  merits.  Indeed,  as  one  looks  back  on  the 
insignificant  bags  noted  in  the  diary,  the  wonder  is 
where  one  found  the  endurance  to  tramp  those 
long  miles  over  the  moor  to  distant  lochs,  and 
the  hope  that  must  spring  eternal  in  the  angler's 
breast  to  turn  the  evening's  weariness  into  the 
morning's  expectancy. 

Living  as  one  of  the  "unattached"  anglers 
(doubtless  Mr.  McNeils  might  call  me  one  of  the 
"unwashed,"  as  I  did  not  live  in  his  or  any  other 
hotel),  in  daily  converse  with  the  fishermen  and 
farmers,  and  aided  by  the  cheerful  presenc3  and 
guidance  of  a  Gaelic-speaking  ab:)rigine,  there  was 
little  water  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ardara  that 
could  "  hould  a  throut "  upon  which  our  flies  did 
not  fall.  Here  is  a  week  from  my  diary,  and  not 
the  worst : — 

Monday. — Fished  the  far  lochs  beyond  Moghera  ; 
W.  wind,  cloud  and  sun ;  twelve  brace,  61b. 

Tuesday. — Fished  the  Owentocker  for  sea-trout; 
windy  day,  W.  ;  three  trout,  31b.,  and  one  of  IJlb. 

Wednesday. — Lough  na  Loonghriman,  one  small 
trout ;  was  afterwards  told  this  loch  best  in  May. 
Trout  very  shy  of  fly ;  rose,  but  did  not  take, 

Thursday. — Very  wet  day.  Fished  the  Brackay 
in  evening,  one  sea-trout. 
Friday. — Fished  the  Owenea,  blank. 
Saturday. — Fished  the  Owentocker,  one  sea-trout. 
This  is  not  a  very  rosy  record,  and  yet  it  is  not 
bad  for  Ardara.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  lack  of 
sport  in  a  land  of  waters  where  the  lochs  can  be 
counted  by  the  hundred  ?  I  can  only  find  one 
answer  to  this  question — persistent  poaching.  Two 
incidents  that  came  under  my  own  notice  will 
illustrate  this.  One  of  our  party  was  anxious  to 
send  a  salmon  or  two  away,  and  as  luck  had  not 
favoured  us,  I  sent  the  generous  friend  down  to  a 
man,  and  in  answer  to  the  query  of  my  friend, 
"  Can  you  give  me  a  small  salmon  or  two  to  send 
by  the  mail  car  this  evening?"  said,  "If  yer 
honour  will  give  me  an  hour  or  so  I'll  thry  what  I 
can  do."  This  was  at  2  p.m.  on  an  August  after- 
noon, and  at  4  o'clock  two  freshly  killed  grilse  of 
51b.  and  61b.  were  brought  to  our  door  and  duly 
consigned  to  the  care  of  the  mail  car  driver. 
When  I  returned  from  fishing  the  incident  was 
reported  to  me,  and  I  felt  certain  that  the  fish  were 
poached.  Next  morning,  on  the  way  to  the  lochs 
on  the  northern  side,  I  met  the  man.  Looking 
down  at  him  with  a  smile  and  a  Certain  air  of 
confidential  mystery — the  only  method,  by  the 
way,  to  lead  a  western  Irish  Gael  to  unburden 
himself  of  the  truth — I  said,  "  Well,  Mick,  what  fly 
did  the  peal  take  ?  "  "  Bes;orra,  yer  honour,  it  was 
the  Iron  Grey"  (a  euphemism  for  the  gaff),  "I 
think  ye  call  it.  Sure,  the  boys,"  he  addei. 
"  didn't  like  to  see  any  of  the  family  disappointed." 

Now  for  incident  number  two.  A  farme.-  had 
given  me  an  invitation  to  go  with  him  and  flsh  som^ 
good  lochs  ne\T  his  hiuse,  "  so  one  fine  morning,'' 
as  they  say,  Jerry  and  I  started  off.  The  horse  and 
car  were  put  up  at  the  farm,  and,  of  course,  a  visit 
had  to  be  pail  to  the  go  3d  wife,  and  a  pac'.iet  of 
bull's-eyes  distributed  amongst  the  dirty  but  smiling 
and  happy  "  childer."  As  we  were  leaving  the 
hou?e  the  wife  cried  out,  "William,  won't  you  be 


taking  the  rod."  The  husband  turned  round  saying, 
"  Bedad,  I  might  as  well,"  went  back  into  the  house, 
came  out  with  a  {paper  parcel  in  his  hand,  and 
presently  followed  mo  djwn  the  roeui.  When  we 
came  to  the  shore  of  the  loch  it  ssorned  natural  to 
nay,  "  Have  you  got  your  rod  hidden  anywhere  '! 
You  have  not  br  >ught  it  as  the  wife  told  you." 
"Not  brought  it,"  said  lie,  "sure,  1  have  it  here 
under  mo  oxther  !  "  and  in  inu';h  loss  time  than  it 
t  ikes  me  to  write  it,  he  had  unwrapped  the  paper 
parcel  and  sent  the  "  otter  "  it  contained,  and  thirty 
to  forty  flies  on  a  gut  line,  Siiiling  over  the  surface 
of  the  loch.  Now  if  this  man,  a  most  kind-hearted 
fellow,  thought  it  little  sin  to  run  ar»  otter  over  the 
lochs  in  broad  daylight,  at  11  a.m.  on  an  August 
forenoon,  what  ways  and  moans  are  used  by  other 
men  at  more  fivourable  hours  ?  If  this  is  djne  in 
the  green  tree,  what  is  done  in  the  dry  ?  In  the 
most  out-of-the-way  mountain  lochs  I  constantly 
noticed  that  the  trout  rose,  even  to  the  smallest  loch 
flies,  in  that  frightened,  tail  flapping,  tempestu ou  i 
way  that  betokens  the  use  of  the  cross-line  or  the 
"otter."  To  put  it  shortly,  Ardara  stands  in  the 
midst  of  a  congested  district  with  a  large  and  poor 
population,  and  there  is  small  blame  attaching  to 
the  people  if  they  try  to  eke  out  a  narrow  com- 
missariat with  the  addition  of  a  little  trout  and 
salmon.  But  they  forget  that  in  doing  this  in 
season  and  out,  on  the  spawning  beds  in  winter, 
with  the  gaff,  cross-hne,  and  otter,  and  net  ^nd 
worm  in  the  summer,  they  are  killing  the  goose  with 
the  golden  eggs,  and  keeping  away  the  hundreds  of 
tourists  with  full  pockets  who  would  otherwise  visit 
the  district. 

It  is  quite  natural,  of  course,  for  those  interested 
to  tell  a  varnised  tale,  but  when  reading  such  books 
as  that  of  Mr.  Geen  (who  is  not  an  ardent  fly  fisher). 
"Hi  Regan's"  "How  and  Where  to  Fish,"  and  the 
many  letters  and  illustrated  articles  in  your  own 
papar,  describing  this  and  that  district  of  Ireland  as 
the  angler's  paradise,  the  wonder  grows,  "How  is  it 
done  ?  "  and  "  Why  is  it  done  ?  "  Perhaps  there  are 
men  all  more  easily  pleased  than  I  am,  but  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  those  who  want  to  kill 
fish,  and  kill  them  with  the  fly  if  possible,  must 
take  with  a  very  large  grain  of  salt  any  laudatory 
articles  on  the  open  waters  of  western  Ireland. 

Would  it  not  be  possible  to  tabulate  the  angling 
districts  of  Ireland,  and  give  a  list  of  the  centres 
where  sport  might  be  obtained  and  its  character, 
after  the  manner  of  the  "  Sportsman's  Guide  to 
Scotland"  ?  This  guide  is,  of  course,  nowadays 
considered,  by  those  who  know,  very  much  too 
optimistic,  but  it  gives  a  rather  correct  maximum 
standard  to  go  by,  and  the  foot-rule  of  the  devil's 
advocate  can  be  supplied  each  one  for  himself.  If 
you  would  begin  such  a  tabulation  of  the  angling 
centres  of  Ireland,  and  ask  gentlemen  anglers — not 
gliillies,  or  hotel  keepers,  or  railway  companies — to 
supply  the  data,  you  would  confer  a  great  benefit 
upon  the  brotherhood  and  avoid  the  unpleasantness 
of  such  a  correspondence  as  this  upon  the  fishing  at 
Ardara. — Yours  truly,  Thyjiazlus. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  letter  I  have  read 
with  great  pleasure  Mr.  Crockett's  novel,  "Cleg 
Kelly.  '  He  there  describes  a  religious  "  surface 
man  "  and  a  member  of  the  kirk  disturbed  by  the 
■  hero  as  he  is  "  swimming "  the  otter  on  Loch 
Spellanderie,  so  we  must  not  hear  with  a  disdainful 
ear  the  record  of  the  Donegal  highlander  whose 
poaching  procli^'ities  I  have  ventured  to  mention. 

[The  very  article  in  question  was  written  by  an 
angler  who  had  good  sport  among  the  trout.  He 
said  the  best  time  for  trout  was  May.  Many  lakes 
which  fish  well  in  May  and  June  are  almost  useless 
in  later  hotter  months.  In  August  with  a  friend  I 
tried  a  good  AVelsh  lake,  strictly  preserved,  and  one 
which  yields  from  ten  to  fifteen  brace  of  fine  trout, 
some  over  1  lb.,  in  May  and  June,  but  aU  my  friend 
and  self  could  get  were  a  few  small  trout,  dark  in 
colour,  and  not  worth  keeping.  I  should  like  to  get 
information  always  from  "  gentlemen  anglers,"  and 
do  get  a  great  deal,  but  many  of  them  decline  to 
make  public  where  they  have  had  good  sport,  and 
if  they  did  the  conditions  when  they  fished  may  be 
quite  diflerent  some  months  later  or  earlier.  What 
we  want  is  records  of  sport  like  those  given  bv 
"Thymallus."  As  regards  Ardara,  I  asked  Mr. 
McNeils  to  send  me  particulars  of  sport  had  by 
visitors  in  previous  years  with  salmon,  sea-trout, 
and  trout,  but  he  replies  that  they  have  no  recorjs 
— this  is  unfortunate.  From  information  I  have 
got  from  independent  sources,  I  believe  the  truth 
abiut  the  Ardara  fishing  is  this:  The  trouting  is 
goo  J  on  some  of  the  lakes  in  June,  the  sea-trout 
fishing  is  occa-ionally  good  with  xuorm,  but  salmon 
fishing  is  rarely  any  good,  as  the  fish  do  not  stop  or 
take  well  in  the  low.jr  waters,  but  good  sport  with 
them  is  had  by  anglers  who  can  fish  the  upper 
waters,  which  are  not  open  t  o  visitors  to  the  Nesbitt 
Arms.  P.S. — Since  this  nota  was  written  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  anglers  at  Ardara  are  getting  a  -little 
sport. — Ed.] 
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FISHING  NEAR  DUNGLOE. 

Dear  Sm, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
letters  appearing  in  your  paper  regarding  the  sport 
— or  I  should  say  absence  thereof — at  Ardara,  and 
especially  one  in  the  issue  of  Sept.  9  by  "  Glanrhos," 
under  the  heading,  "  Disenchanting  Donegal."  Aa 
thi^  latter  refers  to  Dungloe,  I  venture  to  add  my 
experience  of  the  Rosses,  hoping  you  may  have 
space  to  publish  same.  Two  years  ago  I  spent  four 
weeks  at  Dungloe,  and  though  sport  was  only 
moderate,  enjoyed  my  trip  immensely.  The  season 
was  a  very  wet  one,  and  during  my  visit,  August  12 
to  Sept.  10,  there  was  no  lack  of  water  for  fish  to 
run,  and  I  had  no  blank  days  as  regards  sea-trout, 
excepting  those  when  my  ticket  was  for  brown 
trout  loughs,  which  were  my  lot  occasionally,  owing 
to  the  number  of  rods — far  too  many — staying  at 
Dungloe.  As  well  as  I  can  remember,  my  best 
catch  was  about  seven,  including  two  of  nearly 
31b.  each. 

This  year  I  returned  to  Dungloe,  though  warned 
by  the  manager  of  the  fishery  that  there  were  no 
sea-trout  up  in  consequence  of  the  drought.  I 
remained  for  a  fortnight,  and  caught  none,  as  the 
rain  consistently  held  off.  I  saw  them  at  every 
high  water  jostling  each  other  in  the  bay  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  proving  by  their  numbers 
there  would  be  sport  enough  for  everyone  later  on 
in  the  loughs,  provided  the  fish  were  given  fair  play 
to  run.  I  am  quite  certain  poaching  is  carried  on 
to  a  great  extent — as  where  is  it  not  in  Ireland  ? — 
and  at  Dungloe  the  rivers  are  so  small  that  every 
inducement  is  o^Tered  to  the  illegal  sportsman. 
Still,  in  spite  of  all,  I  look  forward  to  again  visiting 
Dungloe,  with  its  treeless  wilds  and  health-giving 
Atlantic  breezes,  than  which  I  know  of  none  more 
bracing  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland  or  elsewhere. 

We  fishers  share  with  those  interested  in  the  sale 
of  that  noble  animal  the  horse,  the  unenviable 
reputation  of  being  "  qualified"  liars,  in  comparison 
with  shooters  and  hunters,  who  are  liars  purs  et 
simples  ;  hence,  in  conclusion,  may  I  voice  a  com- 
plaint regarding  the  all  too  frequent  misleading 
reports  forwarded  to  your  valuable  journal.  When- 
ever accounts  have  been  sent  from  a  district  where 
I  have  been  present,  I  invariably  found  them 
incorrect — and  always  against  the  fish — and  the  only 
time  I  have  had  the  honour  of  being  mentioned, 
my  catch  and  that  of  a  friend,  totalling  seven  grilse 
and  some  seventy  trout,  the  result  of  a  fortnight's 
fishing  in  Lough  Conn,  duly  appeared  as  seventy 
salmon  and  270  trout !  This  I  can  vouch  for,  not- 
withstanding my  signature. — Yours  truly, 

Sept.  9.  Splendide  Mendax. 

[If  anglers  would  only  take  the  trouble  to  write 
and  correct  false  reports,  there  would  be  some  hope 
of  getting  at  the  truth,  and  finding  out  who  among 
the  reporters  send  the  misleading  lies.  All  reporters 
are  not  liars,  and  I  know  many  of  ours  take  great 
pains  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  reports  they 
send. — Ed.] 


:  LIGHT  RODS. 

Deak  Sir, — News  has  just  reached  'me  tha*;  Mr. 
Ed.  Mills,  who  in  the  Crystal  Palace  International 
Tournament  of  last  year  cast  2)  yards  with  a 
Jjjoz.,  10ft.,  "Leonard"  rod,  has  at  the  Chicago 
Fly  Casting  Tournament  cast  118ft.,  or  39  yards 
1ft.,  with  a  10ft.  6in.,  8Joz.,  "Leonard"  rod. 

No  one  wants  to  cast  39  yards,  or,  indeed,  any- 
thing much  over  26  yards,  for  practical  trout 
fishing  in  this  country.  A  rod  therefore  which, 
weighing  8Joz.,  can  put  out  39  or  40  yards  of  line  is 
clearly  needlessly  powerful,  and  all  that  is  requisite 
can  be  done  with  a  much  lighter  rod — say,  6^oz.  to 
7oz.  What  then  becomes  of  the  ounce  to  the  foot 
theory  ?  Either  it  means  that  our  rod  makers 
cannot  develop  the  necessary  power  without  the 
additional  weight — that  is,  they  cannot  get  the 
same  proportion  of  quality  to  -the  ounce  as  their 
Transatlantic  rivals — or  else  that  they  load  us  up 
with  an  unnecessary  weight  of  material  and  fitting. 
— Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

t  Sept.  2. 

r  P.S. — Since  writing  my  letter  to  you  of  to-day 
on  "  Light  Rods,"  I  have  been  down  to  the  Itchen, 
and  on  my  little  9ft.  "Leonard"  I  killed  a 
21b.  14oz.  trout  in  heavily  weeded  water  with  cer- 
tainly no  more  trouble  than  he  would  have  given 
me  on  an  ounce  to  the  foot  rod.  My  rod  has  a 
"Wells"  handle  (which  makes  a  difference  of  about 
half  an  ounce)  and  weighs  5oz.,  so  practically  it  is 
4^oz.,  or  half  an  ounce  to  the  foot. 


A  GOOD  TAKE  OF  DACE. 

Dear  Sir, — Herewith  I  send  a  dace  for  your 
inspection ;  it  is  one  of  thirty-nine  taken  on  a  fly  in 
private  water.  It  measures  1 1  Jin.  and  weighs  lOoz., 
and  is  fairly  representative  of  the  bulk,  none  of 
which  were  under  lO^in.  in  length,  while  some  went 


over  12in.,  and  not  a  single  smaller  fish  was  either 
hooked  or  seen.    This,  I  think,  is  rather  singular. 

My  object  in  sending  the  fish  to  you,  however, 
is  not  because  there  is  anything  at  all  extraordinary 
about  either  the  size  or  the  take,  but  to  ask  you  to 
be  kind  enough  to  say  if  it  is  a  dace  or  a  chub. 
Both  myself  and  my  friends  utterly  failed  to  con- 
vince the  local  anglers  who  saw  the  catch  that  the 
fish  were  dace,  and  in  their  opinion  we  were  guilty 
of  taking  a  lot  of  undersized  chub.  Your  decision 
in  the  matter  will  be  quite  satisfactory  to  these 
gentlemen,  and  will  be  esteemed  a  favour  by  yours 
truly,  J.  T.  Emery. 

[The  fish  Mr.  Emery  sends  is  a  dace  all  right. 
Wnat  a  fine  lot  they  must  have  been  to  get  with 
fly.— Eo.] 


REDUCTION  OF  HOOKS  IN  THE  DEVON 
MINNOW  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  a  sketch  of  a  flight  of  hooks 
for  the  Devon  minnow  wliich  I  have  found  useful. 
Tlie  two  flying  triangles  at  the  side  of  the  ordinary 
tackle  very  frequently  only  prick  the  Rih  outside 
the  head,  and  often  get  damaged.    I  substituted 


two  lip  hooks  tied  to  the  main  part  of  the  tra::e, 
and  fitted  a  small  brass  stopper  drilled  throughout 
and  secured  to  the  same,  instead  of  the  upper 
triangle,  then  tied  the  lower  one  close  up  to  the 
stopper.  I  very  rarely  lost  a  fish  when  hooked 
after  this,  as  they  always  had  the  hooks  inside  the 
mouth.  The  suggestion  of  the  lip  hooks  was  made 
to  me  by  the  elder  Holbrow,  who  formerly  had  a 
shop  near  St.  James',  Piccadilly. — Yours  .truly, 

R.  N. 


A  LARGE  SKATE  TAKEN  ON  ROD  AND  LINE. 

Dear  SIr, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of 
your  readers  to  know  that  I  recently  caught  a  very 
large  skate  on  a  rod  and  line.  The  fish  weighed 
1631b.  net,  and  measured  6it.  6in.  long  and  5ft.  4in. 
in  width.  The  bait  was  herring,  and  the  tackle 
very  strong,  the  hook  being  mounted  on  woven 
wire.  I  was  fishing  in  twenty  fathoms  of  water 
about  four  miles  from  land  off  the  south-west  coast 
of  Ireland.  I  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  landing 
the  fish  in  the  boat,  but  eventually  g)t  him  up 
alongside,  and  my  two  boatmen  each  got  a  galf 
into  him,  and  that  was  the  end  of  his  seafaring 
days.  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  largest  fish  ever 
caught  on  a  rod  and  line. — Yours  truly, 

A.  E.  Lloyd. 

P.S. — The  authenticity  of  the  above  can  be 
verified  by  applying  to  either  of  the  following : 
W.  Sullivan  or  J.  Welsh,  Ballycotton,  co.  Cork. 
I  may  say  the  present  holder  of  the  ten-guinea  cup 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  saw  the  fish. 

LOUGH  MELVIN  TROUT. 

Dear  Sm, — I  have  just  read  a  letter  from  a 
correspondent  in  your  columns,  signing  himself 
A.  W.  Taylor,  relating  to  some  trout  caught  on 
Lough  Melvin.  He  quotes  the  fish  as  something 
remarkable,  but,  I  note,  gives  them  in  inches,  not 
pounds — ITiin.,  16in.,  and  four  others. 

Apart  from  this  most  misleading  way  of  stating 
trout,  I  hope  notbing  is  the  matter  with  the  fishing 


on  Lough  Melvin,  for  it  seems  to  me  a  serioui 
matter  if  such  bags  are  thought  worthy  of  specia 
notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

To  translate  these  inches  into  pounds  : — A  17Jin 
trout,  if   in  good  average  condition,  will  weigl 
21b.  14oz.  or  so  (this,  by  the  way,  is  no  gueas 
work,  but  the  result  of  measuring  many  scores  o 
specimens  of  my  own  catching) ;  IGin.,  21b.  average 
l5Jin.,    1  lb.    12oz.    average  ;     I4iin.,    1  lb.  8oz 
average;    I4in.,    lib.   6oz.   average;    13in.,  lib 
average.    This  makes  the  lot  2lb.  14oz.,  21b.,  IJlb. 
Ulb.,  lib.  6oz.,  and  lib.;  six  fi^h,  lO^lb.  Wcjl 
all  1  can  say  is  I  am  sorry  if  this  ia  thought  remai^ 
able  for  Lough  Melvin  !    On  Lough  Conn  sevea 
eight  years  back  we  should  consider  it  a  ve; 
indifferent  day's  spoit  if  we  could  not  do  as  wi 
and  generally  vastly  better  than  this.  Besidd^ 
these  are  the  take  of  two  rods  !  :  ■ 

I  have  never  fished  Lough  Melvin,  but  T  had  ta 
idea  that  it  was  pretty  good,  but  suppose  I  mii 
modify  my  ideas  of  it. — Yours  truly. 

Fly  Fishers'  Club.  M.  R.  L.  Whit; 


DRIED  LUGWORM. 

Dear  Sir, — Passing  through  Nowhaven  I 
with  this  bait,  used  sucte.ssfully,  but  for  want  b 
time  could  only  learn  this  about  it.  That  it  wft 
obtained  from  France,  where  its  preparation  seem 
to  be  quite  an  industry,  and  that  it  was  to  be  pj^ 
chased  somewhere  in  the  town.  Can  any  rea^ 
help  me  by  supplying  information  where  this 
can  be  obtained  in  quantity  ? — Yours  truly, 

Freemaw. 

[Dried  lugworms  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  \ll 
H.  Siyer.s,  7,  Caves-road,  St.  Leonards  -  on  -  Seifj 
Perhaps  other  correspondents  may  be  able  to  aM 
whore  they  are  procurable. — Eo.] 

SEA  FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  am  pleased  to  infora 
you  that  whiting  and  codling  axe  coming  on  ni  eljr 
both  are  being  taken  from  the  Claremont  Pier  atu 
boats.  A  cod  of  lOlb.  was  taken  from  a  boat  thi 
week  ;  this  is  very  early. — Yours  faithfully, 

16,  Windsor-road,  Lowestoft.     A.  E.  Daniels. 

P.S. — There  are  a  good  lot  of  sea  anglers  her 
already. 


THE  ARMSTRONG  FUND. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Will  you  kindly  acknove 
ledge  through  the  medium  of  the  columns  of  tb 
Fishing  Gazette  the  sum  of  £1  Is.  from  E.  ChM 
man,  Esq.,  of  Cambrian  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  towaro 
the  above  fund. — Yours  truly,     A.  S.  Garland. 


"  GISHURSTINE.  " 

Dear  Sir, — In  response  to  the  many  queries »! 
the  obtaining  of  the  above,  we  would  say  that  w 
hold  a  stook  of  "  Gishurstine  "  in  6d.  and  Is.  tin8._j^ 
We  aie,  yours  very  truly, 

A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd^I 
137,  St.  John-street-road,  '» 
London,  E.C.  * 


THAMES  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  finished  up  the  "  throuts"  wel 
Had  a  lovely  lot  on  the  Thames,  despite  the  lo\ 
water ;  got  three  last  week,  9|lb.,  and  yesterda; 
(Sept.  10)  a  very  pretty  fish  indeed  at  Sunburj 
31b.  8oz.  Have  managed  eleven  in  all,  and  hat 
gallant  fights  with,  I  think,  five  more,  who  live  t 
grow !  How  much  per  pound  the  Thames  tron 
costs  (dead)  I  dare  not  think. — Yoors  truly, 

Fred  Mansell. 


FISHING  NEAR  CRANLEIGH. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  infori 
me  to  whom  I  shall  have  to  apply  for  fiohing  nea 
ssason  in  a  lake  near  Cranleigh,  in  Surrey  ?  an 
oblige, — Yours  truly,  H.  F.  Smiph, 

FISHING  NEAR  BRUSSELS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  anyone  give  me  information  si 
to  the 'fishing  possibiUtiesof  Brussels  and  the  neiglHl 
bourhood,  in  either  trout,  coarse,  or  sea  fishingl" 
Also  the  best  place  along  the  Ostend  coast  for  a  bil 
of  shore  or  pier  fishing  in  summer  or  spring. — Youil 
truly,  Brussels  Sprout. 

FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  (el 
me  if  there  is  any  good  trout  or  grayling  fishing  tl 
be  obtained  in  the  Ardennes,  or  any  similar  nesT 
Continental  place  in  September.  I  know  the  Blacl 
Forest,  but  do  not  wish  to  go  so  far.  I  >yant  tl 
find  a  place  with  bracing  air  and  good  tele^raphil 
communication  with  town.  Thanking  you  m  aatl 
cipation.—  I  am,  yours  faithfully,  r 
F.  DotraLAS  Nobman.  | 

(Several  letteri  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


1 

I 


September  23,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


223 


NOTICES. 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  puhlislied  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smiih  ani  Son's  Kailway  IJook- 
Etalls.  and  of  tlie  i)rincipal  Newsayents  and  Fisluug  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  FiSHiSQ  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Meswa. 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Xotice,  Books  for  Beview,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good'  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whc    all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   . .        . .        . .        . .        . .      10».  M. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto        . .        5a.  4d. 

Three  Months       ditto  ditto         ..       2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies.  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage     ..       ..      12».  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   £7    7  0 

Half  Page   3150 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 
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ment  official  does  not  think  a  gre  at  deal  has  been 
done  we  may  take  it  as  gospel  truth.  However, 
(he  President  of  tlio  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  went  on  to  say  that  now  the  fi.slieriiH 
have  their  ov.-n  Department  ho  hoped  things  would 
be  very  different.  I  hope  so  too,  and  that  I  may 
live  to  see  it. 


Whiting  Eat  Soles. 

Professor  Vanburgen  called  and  said  at  Lowestoft 
recently  he  noticed,  when  out  boat  fishiog,  that 
many  of  the  whiting  had  small  soles  in  their  mouths. 
I  never  heard  of  this  before. 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  23,  1905. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


It  is  with  great  regret  that  1  have  to  record  the 
death  of  another  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
and  very  good  and  keen  angler,  Canon  St.  Vincent 
Beechey,  at  his  residence,  Denver  Rectory,  on  Sept. 
17.  Canon  Beechey's  health  had  necessitated  his 
wintering  in  South  Devcn  for  the  last  year  or  two, 
and  the  last  letters  I  had  from  him  were  about 
some  good  sport  with  the  trout  which  he  had  this 
spring,  and  about  some  experiments  he  kindly 
made  for  me  with  tome  new  fly-hooks.  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  give  a  portrait  of  the  Canon,  who  was 
■  an  occasional  contributor  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
and  a  very  much  esteemed  correspondent.  In  the 
early  days  of  photography  he  invented  one  of  the 
first  dry  plates  ever  used. 

The  Farce  of  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act. 

If  anyone  wishes  to  be  convinced  how  little  our 
Government  cares  about  the  fishing  interests  he 
should  get  some  member  of  parliament  to  move  for 
and  obtain  if  possible  a  return  of  the  number  of 
recommendations  which  have  been  made  to  the 
Government  through  its  Departments  by  its  own 
officials  and  "representative  authorities,"  and  a 
return  of  the  number  which  have  had  any  attention 
whatever  pa'd  to  them  except  to  be  acknowledged 
and  pigeon  holed.    Take  the  Blue  Book  just  pub- 
lished on  the  fifteenth  annual  mreting  of  represen- 
tatives of  authorities  under   the   Sea  Fisheries 
Pvegulition  Act,  1888.    Th  s  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Grand  Committee  Room,  Westminster  Hall,  on 
June  22  last,  and  was  presided  over  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fuheries,  and 
about  fifty  reproeentatives  of  boirds  and  com- 
mittees were  present  from  all  parts  of  England  and 
Wales.    In  addressing  the  meeting  the  chairman 
was  obliged  to  admit  that,  "  Looking  through  the 
reports  of  the  different  conferences  that  you  have 
hafJ  in  the  past  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  I  do  not 
think  that  a  great  deal  has  taken  place  in  con- 
sequence of  those  conferences."    When  a  Govern- 


A  New  Story  by  Mr.  Emerson  Hough. 

Mr.  E.  Hough,  one  of  the  best  American  writers 
on  angling  and  sport  generally,  has  vtritten  a  new 
novel,  entitled,  "Heart's  Desire,"-  just  announced 
by  Messrs.  Macmillan  and  Co.  I  venture  to  say 
that  any  of  our  readers  who  like  a  good  story  of 
the  "Great  West'-  will  like  this  by  Mr.  Hough,  who 
knows  and  loves  the  country  he  describes. 

A  Suggestion. 

Many  of  the  readers  of  the  Fisldng  Gazette 
are  chemists — will  one  of  them  kindly  tell  me 
whether  it  would  not  be  possible  to  combine  a  dry- 
fly  oil,  for  the  oiling  of  one's  flies,  and  a  fly  and 
midge  scaring  oil  in  one  liqu'd  ?  I  have  an  idea 
that  eucalyptus  oil  and  toilet  odourless  paraffin 
(which,  by  the  way,  is  very  dangerous  stuff  for 
ladies  to  use  on  their  hair,  as  it  catches  fire  so 
quickly)  might  be  combined  in  one  bottle,  and  so 
save  a  lot  of  bother. 

Which  is  most  Valuable,  Time  or  Tackle  ? 

It  has  often  struck  me  as  curious  that  an  angler 
who  gets,  perhap.^,  only  a  week  or  two's  fishing 
each  year  should  often  waste  so  much  time  in 
endeavouring  to  save  a  trout  cast  and  flies  which 
have  got  hung  up — perhaps  just  at  the  best  time  of 
the  day  for  fishing.  When  1  get  hung  up  in  a  way 
that  means  a  waste  of  ten  minutes  or  more  to 
unravel,  I  always  pull  till  something  breaks,  and  put 
on  a  fresh  cast.  If  fishing  is  quiet  one  can  afford 
to  spend  time  in  cutting  hooks  out  of  branches  and 
fishing  for  one's  flies.  It  is  the  same  with  the 
string  round  a  parcel.  I  know  people  who  will 
waste  minutes  of  life  in  picking  at  a  knot  in  a  bit 
of  twine  under  the  impression  they  are  setting  an 
example  of  "  wast;  not,  want  not.'' 


life  who,  if  shown  these  exceptie  nal  finds,  could 
note  all  particulars,  even  to  selecting  one  or  more  of 
the  eggs  for  the  County  Museum.  Our  knowledge 
of  bird  life  will  bo  almost  nit  in  another  gen<  ration, 
if  no  one,  unless  under  suspicion  of  breaking  the 
law,  can  look  for  interesting  objects  of  nature.  Mr. 
Wallis  regrets  that  his  time  during  the  breeding 
season  was  limited  to  a  fou-  short  Wedncs<lay  after- 
noons, or  ho  would  have  found  the  nest  of  tho 
hoopoe  the  most  consjiicuously  handsome,  jKjrhaps, 
of  all  our  British  birds — as  for  several  years  past  he 
has  watched  a  pair  occupying  a  small  wood,  and  on 
one  occa-sion  met  a  boy  with  a  newly-flcdgcd  speci- 
men which  he  had  knocked  down  with  a  atone." 

I  quite  agjec  with  Mr.  Wallis  a«  to  tho  effect  of 
the  Wild  Birds  Protection  Act,  and  a  year  or  so  ago 
in  The  Nini:tei:nth  Century  ami  Aftir  I  called 
attention  to  the  great  increase  of  fish-eating  birds 
and  the  enormous  damage  done  to  our  fi.-^heries. 
In  North  Wales,  recently,  I  found  tome  waters 
infested  with  herons  and  cormorants  feeding  on 
trout,  sea-trout,  samlets,  and  flounder.-*,  and  no 
attempt  made  to  stop  them  as  far  as  I  could 
ascertain; 


An  Angler-Ornithologist. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  and  many  others,  including  the 

"  A.  A.,"  will  read  the  following  note  from  the 

Weymouth  Southern  Times  with  interest.  Mr. 
Wallis  is  a  very  successful  sea  angler:  — 

"It  may  be  interesting  to  British  ornithologists 
to  know  that  Mr.  Councillor  Wallis  has  added  three 
fresh  specimens  to  the  list  of  Dorset  breeding  birds. 
The  most  remarkable  find  was  that  of  (he  black 
tern  {Hydrochelidon  nigra).    A  pair  or  two  of  Ihese 
birds  were  known  to  Mr.  Wallis  to  be  haunting  a 
swampy  ground  for  years,  but  careful  searching 
failed  to  meet  with  success  till  this  season,  when 
the  nests  and  eggs  were  discovered.    The  last  eggs 
said  to  be  taken  in  Great  Britain  were  in  the 
marshes  of  the  Solway  in  1855.    The  second  were 
two  nests,  one  containing  five  and  the  other  four 
eggs  of  the  marsh  warbler  {Acroccphalns  pahistris). 
The  very  few  instances  of  this  bird's  identification 
has  been  in  the  vicinities  of  Taunton,  Bath,  Yeovil, 
and  Gloucester.    The  third  was  that  of  the  most 
handsome  of  all  our  ducks,  the  shoveler  {Spatula 
cJypata).    The  down  from  this  nest  was  secured, 
and  as  no  two  downs  of  our  wild  fowl  are  alike,  this 
is  a  more  positive  proof  than  even  the  eggs.  The 
last  find  is  not  so  remarkable,  as  for  some  unaccount' 
able  reason  this  rare  duck  is  rapidly  extending  its 
breeding  area.    The  Bird  Protection  Act  for  Dorset 
protects  the  eggs  of  these  three  rare  birds,  and  Mr. 
Wallis  suggests  that  (he  County  Council  select  one 
or  more  gentlemen  who  have  a  knowledge  of  bird 


How  to  Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Finking  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  OrayKng." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  erer 
written  on  the  %xi\3iect."--FUhvrtg  Oaiette. 


Sea  Angling  at  Great  Yarmouth. 

Salt-water  anglers  who  are  interested  in  competi- 
tions should  not" fail  to  note  the  announcement  in 
our  advertisement  columns  of  (he  sea  angling 
festivals  which  are  to  be  held  at  Great  Yarmouth 
on  Oct.  4,  5,  0,  7,  8,  and  9,  when  valuable  cups  and 
other  prizes  will  be  given.  Fresh-water  anglers  who 
have  only  fished  in  East  Anglia  in  the  summer 
would  find  f  ir  better  sport  from  October  to  March, 
and  Great  Yarmouth,  free  from  its  summer  visitors, 
a  delightful  place  for  enjoying  both  salt  and  fresh- 
water  angling. 

Rubber  and  Anglers. 
Rubber  is  so  important  to  anglers  that  they  wil 
be  glad  to  read  the  following  report  about  its  culti- 
vation within  the  empire.  Messrs.  J.  C.  Cording 
&  Co.  told  me  some  time  ago  that  the  quality  of 
the  Ceylon  rubber  was  very  good,  and  they  also 
pointed  out  that  so  great  was  the  demand  now  for 
motoring  and  other  new  purposes,  that  unless  the 
supply  can  be  increased  the  cost  of  waterproof 
waders,  etc.,  will  go  up. 

"  Rubber  Cultivation  m  Geyloit. 
"The  cultivation  of  rubber  is  increasing  consider- 
ably in  Ceylon.  In  1898  no  more  than  750  acres 
were  planted  with  rubber  trees  ;  in  1902  the  number 
of  acres  had  increased  to  3000,  whilst  in  the  middle 
of  1903  the  number  had  increased  to  12,000.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  the  acreage  under 
cultivation  was  25,000,  and  in  June  reports  stated 
that  the  total  area  under  rubber  was  now  almost 
40,000  acres.  Ceylon  is  favourably  situated  for  the 
cultivation  of  this  tree,  as  no  restrictions  are  imposed 
upon  its  capabilities,  either  on  the  score  of  altitude, 
soil,  or  climatic  conditions.  The  exports  of  rubber 
from  Ceylon  are  as  foUows  :— 1903,  82231b. ;  1904, 
77,2121b. ;  and  during  the  first  six  months  of  the 
present  year,  50,0001b." 


"Travels  of  a  Naturalist  in  Northern  Europe." 
Mr.  Unwin  published  on  Sept.  IS  an  important 
work  by  Dr.  J.  A;  Harvie-Brown,  the  well-known 
Scotch  naturalist.  It  is  entitled,  "Travels  cf  a 
Naturalist  in  Northern  Europe,"  and  describes 
journeys  by  the  author  in  the  lesser  known  parts  of 
Norway,  in  the  Archangel  region,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Dvina,  and  in  the  district  of  the  Pechora 
river  (northern  Russia).  The  object  of  each  expe- 
dition was  mainly  ornithological,  and  valuable  and 
extensive  lists  are  given  of  birds  and  eggs  observed 
in  the  various  regions  visited.  There  is  also  a  sec- 
tion devoted  to  the  Samoyeds.  There  is  much  in 
these  volumes  to  interest  the  sight-seeing  tourist, 
and  they  will  appeal  not  only  to  the  naturalist  but 
to  the  shooter  of  game  and  wild  fowl.  The  volumes 
contain  maps,  coloured  plates,  and  many  other 
illustrations. 


The 


Salmon  Fishing  in  the  Orchy. 
very  charmingly  and  profusely  illustrated 


Biistan<lc/(tov  Sept.  20)  has  an  illustrated  notice  ot 
the  Orchy  and  Lord  Breadalbane's  spirited  action 
in  buying  up  netting  rights  to  improve  the  rod 
fishing. 


R.  B.  Maeston. 
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ANDEEW  SMITH,  W.S. 

I  HAVE  to  record,  with  sadness,  the  death  of  my 
friend,  Andrew  Smith,  W.S.  (of  Messrs.  Gordon, 
Falconer,  and  Fairweather,  Writers  to  the  Signet, 
Edinburgh),  at  the  early  age  of  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Smith's  death  will  prove  a  shock  to  many  of 
his  friends,  as  indeed  it  was  to  myself,  since  I  had 
not  even  heard  of  his  illness,  and  could  only  with 
difficulty  realise  that  a  life  which  seemed  so  full  of 
useful  promise,  had  terminated  before  its  prime  ! 

In  the  year  1896,  Mr.  Smith  wrote  me  a 
letter,  he  being  in  Edinburgh  and  I  then  in  Brighton, 
asking  if  I  would  contribute  a  few  papers  towards  a 
monthly  magazine,  The  Scots  Ajifjlei;-which  he  had 
started  on  his  own  initiation,  he  being  the  editor, 
and  risking  his  capital  on  the  undertaking,  with 
characteristic  pluck.  I  replied  very  cordially  to 
his  request,  and,  as  a  labour  of  love,  I  contributed, 
from  time  to  time,  articles  of  more  or  less  interest, 
my  first  appearing  in  the  October  number,  189G, 


eatitled,  "Trout  Fishing  in  the  Future  " — an  anxious 
enquiry. 

The  lack  of  sufificient  funds,  and  doubtless,  also, 
the  pressure  of  business  matters,  compelled  him  to 
relinquish  the  undertaking  at  the  end  of  the  first 
twelve  months  of  its  existence. 

That  it  was  well  conducted  I  think  no  one  will 
deny.  It  was  a  mistake,  in  my  opinion,  for  one  so 
busy  to  have  thus  added  to  his  already  long  hours 
by  conducting  such  a  journal  at  all.  But  I  question 
if  I  ever  met  a  young  man  who  beKer  merited  the 
term,  "  a  glutton  for  work,"  than  did  Andrew  Smith. 

He  became  a  Writer  to  the  Signet  five  years  ago, 
and,  a  year  afterwards,  was  assumed  a  partner  of 
the  firm  in  which  he  has  died.  It  is,  however,  not 
as  the  lawyer  that  anglers  throughout  Scotland, 
and  chiefly  Edinburgh  anglers,  desire  to  record 
their  admiration  of  him  who  has  passed  away. 
Mr.  Smith  has  a  closer  claim  to  our  admiration  and 
respect.  He  was  the  secretary,  and  indeed  the 
moving  spirit,  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Association. 

Now,  in  order  to  appreciate,  what  this  Association 


has  don©  for  Scotland,  it  is  only  necessary,  I 
think,  to  read  its  first  two  rules : 

1.  "  Its  object  shall  be  to  promote  the  interests 
of  Angling.'-' 

But  of  deeper  interest  to  us  is  Rule  2. 

2.  "  The  Association  shall  use  every  endeavour 
to  have  a  bill  passed,  by  which  a  close-time  for 
yellow  trout  shall  be  enacted  for  Scotland." 

All  honour  to  Mr.  Andrew  Smith  and  the 
pioneers  who,  with  him,  first  initiated  a  movement 
which  culminated  in  the  passing  of  an  Act  which 
secured  a  close  time  for  trout,  throughout  Scotland  ; 
I,  of  course,  allude  to  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  Bill. 
If  he  had  done  nothing  else,  his  name  deserves  to 
bo  remembered  for  many  a  year  to  come. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  signa- 
tures for  "The  Close-time  Petition,'-  he  worked 
with  extraordinary  energy,  I  myself  cordially  co- 
operating. But  Mr.  Smith  has  yet  another  claim 
to  the  respect  and  admiration  of  Scottish,  and 
notably, of  Edinburgh,  anglers; 


He  was  one  of  the  originators  and  the  first  president 
of  the  Trout  Anglers'  Club,  Edinburgh,  now  a  very 
flourishing  institution.  Just  before  he  retired  from 
the  presidential  chair,  he  graciously  proposed  that 
the  honorary  membership  of  the  club  be  conferred 
upon  the  wiiter  of  this  obituary  notice,  as  a  com- 
pliment, which  was  accordingly  put  to  the  vote 
and  carried  unanimously.  It  was  a  kind  and 
thoughtful  act,  one  I  shall  ever  recall  with  a  feeling 
far  better  than  mere  gratitude. 

Ho  was  a  keen  and  excellent  practical  angler. 
When  he  returned  last  autumn  from  his  annual 
angling  holiday,  I  asked  him  what  sport  had  been 
his?  and  he  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  never 
enjoyed  better  sea-trout  fishing.  Little  did  I  (more 
than  twice  his  age)  ever  dream  that  I  should  live 
to  mourn  his  early  death  at  this  present  time. 

His  life  was  full  of  promise,  were  it  not  that  his 
health,  at  times,  gave  his  friends  anxiety.  He 
was  a  good  husband,  a  kindly  comrade,  and  a  man 
of  unblemished  character.  He  leaves  a  young 
widow,  who  will  have  universal  sympathy  in  her 
sad  loss. 


Just  as  I  had  finished  this  very  imperfect  notice, 
I  received  the  following  testimony,  in  the  shape  of 
a  letter  from  his  partner,  Mr.  Fairweather,  with 
his  permission  to  use  it  if  I  felt  disposed ;  for 
which  I  am  grateful :  — 

"Mr.  Smith  died  of  typhoid  fever.  It  waa 
diagnosed  as  such  on  Aug.  25,  and  he  died  on 
Sept.  4.  He  had  been  in  London  for  some  weeks 
on  parliamentary  business,  and  it  is  thought  that 
he  contracted  the  fever  there.  He  was  at  home 
when  it  developed.  Better  partner  in  business  no 
man  ever  had.  He  was  splendidly  equipped  all 
round  —  sagaciou?,  tactful,  conciliatory,  and  yet 
strong,  courageous,  and  resolute.  We  very  deep'y 
deplore  his  loss." 

And  we,  as  anglers,  echo  Mr.  Fairv^eather's 
terminating  words.  E.  M.  Tod. 

P.S. — It  has  since  transpired  that  Mr.  Smith's 
illness  arose  from  milk  supplied  by  a  dairy  in 
Edinburgh,  other  cases  having  thus  enabled  the 
authorities  to  trace  to  its  source  the  real  origin  of 
his  own  fatal  attack. 


INJURY  TO  FISHING  AND  FISHERIES 
FROM  MOTOR-LAUNCHES,  ETC. 


I  AM  glad  to  see  that  "John  Bickerdyke,"  in  the 
Daily  Teletjraph,  is  giving  some  very  sound  advice 
to  Boards  of  Conservators  respecting  the  licensing 
of  motor-launches — although  I  fear  adjico  is  the 
very  last  thing  such  bodies  are  likely  to  take.  Here 
is  what  he  says:  — 

"  A  correspondent  takes  exception  to  the  state- 
ment made  by  us  recently  that  motor-launches  do 
not  make  as  much  wash  as  the  rapidly-disappearing 
steam-launch.    He  states  that  some  nights  ago  he 
was  punting  with  his  wife  and  a  friend,  when  one 
of  these  small  petrol  boats,  about  18ft.  in  length, 
came  by  at  a  tremendous  pace,  causing  a  wave 
behind  it  which  nearly  washed  his  punt  and  its 
occupants  high  and  dry  on  to  the  towpath.    The  | 
wave  he  describes  as  being  something  like  the  bore  i 
from  the  Bristol  Channel  which  flows  up  the  Severn. 
He  shouted  to  the  persons  on  board  the  launch, 
who  did  not  take  any  notice.    It  is,  of  course, 
common  knowledge  that  the  motor-boat  is  often  ' 
built  to  go  at  a  very  high  rate  of  speed,  and  no  j 
doubt  some  are  constructed  on  bad  lines,  which  i 
cause  a  heavy  wash  unless  driven  very  carefully,  \ 
but  speaking  generally  they  are  of  light  draught,  j 
and  unless  lun  at  an  enormous  speed  cause  a  very  ^ 
slight  disturbance  of  the  water  compared  with  that  f 
made  by  the  old-fashioned  deep  draught  steam-  | 
launch.    In  the  interest  of  boating  people  whose 
lives  are  endangered,  of  anglers,  cf  owners  of 
fisheries,  and  of  riparian  owners  whose  property  and 
rport  alike  sufier,  it  is  high  time  the  Conservators 
I estirred  themselves  to  obtain  powers  (if  they  require  | 
them)  to  make  by-laws  legarding  the  construction 
of  boats  of  all  kinds  propelled  by  motors  or  other  ! 
nr.echRnical  contrivance.    Every  boat  or  the  kind  ! 
i  hould  require  a  licence,  and  the  authorities  should  ! 
have  power  to  refuse  a  licence  unless,  after  giving  j 
the  boat  a  trial  at  a  certain  speed,  they  are  satis- 
fied that  the  wash  made  is  not  likely  to  be  dangerous  1 
to  persons  in  boats  and  canoes,  or  to  injure  the  i| 
banks  or  the  fisheries  on  the  river.    This  ought  to  'l 
be  done  before  there  is  such  an  enormous  number  j 
of  motor-boats  on  the  Thames  as  to  make  the  i 
enforcement  of  such  a  regulaticn  difficult,  if  not  ; 
impossible.    In  the  particular  instance  mentioned  i 
our  correspondent  should  have  laid  the  matter  : 
before  the  Conservators,  who  would,  do  doubt,  have  i 
ordered  a  prosecution.    That  course  might  even  i 
now  be  followed." 

It  is  quite  certain  that  motor-boats  will  be  useful  ! 

to  anglers,  and  all  that  is  wanted  is  that  they  ' 

should  be  kept  within  bounds.    There  is  no  dcubt  "> 

whatever  that  sport  in  the  broads  and  rivers  of  I 

East  Anglia  is  deteriorating,  and  in  my  opinion  one  ( 

of  the  chief  reasons  is  the  increase  of  the  pleasure  I 

traffic  on  steamers  and  launches.    I  remarked  to  a  ( 

G.E.R.  ofiicial  once  that  the  company  ought  to  do  i 

something  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  East  i 

Anglia  as  an  angling  resort,  and  he  said  that  the  j* 

general  pleasure  traflSc  was  much  more  important  |l 

to  them.     This  is  very  short-sighted,   because  H 

thousands  of  anglers  take  their  wives  and  families  1 

to  East  Anglia,  and  when  they  find  the  glory  of  i 

the  old  famous  fishing  places  has  departed  they,  ^ 

too,  with  their  wives  and  families,  will  depart —  ^ 

never  to  return.                                 R.  B.  M.  1 


The  late  Mr.  Andbew  Smith,  W.S.,  of  the  Edinburgh 
Thout  Anglers'  Club,  etc. 
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ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  EIVERSIDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K.  J.  Finlay. 


Old  Hand  {soliloquisinrj) : 

"A  man  may  fish  with  the  worm  that  hath  eat  of  a  king,  and  eat  of  the 
fish  that  hath  fed  of  that  worm." — Hamlet. 


"May  I  BEG  OF  YoiT,  Sir,  the  loan-  of  a  Worm  ?" 


A  MANX  BOY'S  LAMENT. 


There  is  now  a  tax  of  half-a-guinea  on  river 
fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Man.* 

I  dare  not  fish  in  Ballasayle, 

Or  any  stream  in  Man, 
I  dare  not,  and  I'll  tell  you  why — 

I'm  only  Johnnie  Dan. 
My  father  worked  a  bit  of  land: 

My  mother  worked  it  too: 
There's  James,  and  Bill,  and  me,  and  Sam, 

And  Betsy,  Jane,  and  Sue. 

My  father  in  the  olden  days. 

When  he  was  young  as  I, 
Went  fishing  with  a  branch  and  string, 

A  worm — and  sometimes  fly. 

I  have  the  branch,  and  same  old  string. 

And  spool  he  u:ed  for  reel ; 
I  take  it  down  and  look  at  it. 

And  long,  and  long  to  feel 
Some  lusty  trout  upon  the  hook. 

Half  pound,  or  pound  may  be. 
Like  father  used  to  talk  about 

To  Uncle  John — and  me. 

My  father  sailed  the  Bonnie  Jane — 

You  knew  him  I  am  sure: 
Hi  5  real  name  was  Dan  Phil  Cain, 

His  nickname  Dan  Ballure. 

He  fought  the  Arabs  once  or  twice 

With  Woheley  for  the  Queen: 
His  medals  on  the  chimney-piece 

Can  any  day  be  seen. 

And  then  he  sailed  the  Bonnie  Jane, 

For  he  was  smart  at  sea. 
Till  he  went  down  one  stormy  night. 

And  never  home  came  he. 

But  still  I  have  the  fishing-rod 

He  had  when  he  was  young. 
And  now  I  long  to  fish  with  it 

For  the  rain  has  rained  so  long. 

For  now  I  know  the  mountain  trout 

Come  out  to  feed  on  worm, 
I  long  to  feel  upon  the  bank 

The  nibble,  rush,  and  swirm! 

\     I  know  I'd  shout  with  wild  delight 

To  Sammie,  Jane,  and  Sue, 
fe    I  know  how  happy  I  would  feel— 
B     For  I  have  caught  a  few ! 

■  But  I  must  watch  for  Captain  Hay: 

■  He  used  to  deal  in  slaves: 

I  He  chased  me  down  the  stream  one  day, 

■  And  cursed  me  to  the  waves. 

Oh,  why  should  he,  an  Englishman; 

Walk  up  and  down  like  God, 
While  I  am  chased  and  hounded  off, 

Though  a  native  of  the  sod? 

I  know  I  can't,  like  Captain  Hay, 

Procure  the  needful  gold. 
For  he  is  cursed  rich,  I  hear. 

With  the  niggers  he  has  sold. 

I  know  I'm  only  Johnnie  Dan, 

The  son  of  Dan  Phil  Cain, 
But  why  should  that  prohibit  me 

From  fi-shing  in  the  rain  ? 

I  love  the  dear  old  fishing  rod,] 

I  long  to  fish  for  trout, 
A  thousand  joys  within  me  rise 

When  I  haul  a  big  one  out. 

We  have  no  other  games  to  play, 

Up  in  this  lonely  glen : 
Ani  we  may  wander  far  away 

Before  we  grow  to  men. 

There's  nothing  in  this  island  now 

That  a  poor  boy  may  do. 
But  walk  along  and  look  at  things. 

And  peep  the  railing!  through. 

0,  I  cannot  fish  in  Ballasayle, 

Or  any  stream  in  Man, 
I  dare  not,  and  I'll  tell  you  why — 

Fm  only  Johnnie  Dan  !      — W.  J.  C  J. 


*  Would  it  not  be  poanble  to  arrange  as  the  New 
Zealand  Government  does — that  i?,  to  let  lads  and 
the  ladies  have  licences  for  certain  rivers  or  parts  of 
rivers  at  half  the  regular  charge  ?  I  should  like  ti 
see  this  done  everywhere.  I  understand  the  price 
of  a  lic  ence  in  the  Isle  of  Man  has  gradually  risen 
from  58.  to  lOi.  6d.— Ed.  F.O. 


A  MYSTERIOUS  LAKE. 


Far  away  in  the  mountains  of  Sweden,  sur- 
rounded by  frowning  precipices  and  glaciers,  lies  a 
solitary  lake,  in  which  are  trout  of  large  size. 
Remote  from  civilisation,  it  is  seldom  visited  by 
man ;  indeed,  but  few  white  men  are  aware  of  its 
existence. 

Situated  at  an  altitude  of  some  4000ft.  above 
the  sea,  far  beyond  the  forest  which  clothes  the 
slopes  of  the  mountain,  it  is  a  picture  of  desolation 
— and  yet  there  is  a  fascination  about  the  lonely 
place  difficult  to  account  for. 

Six  times  have  I  visited  it,  intent  on  capturing 
some  of  those  phantom  trout,  and  five  times  have 
I  been  disappointed.  Conditions  of  wind  and 
weather  were  always  against  me. 

Only  once,  on  the  fourth  occasion,  did  I  catch  a 
sight  of  some  of  the  big  fish,  and  then  it  happened 
to  be  calm,  and  I  saw  beneath  me  in  lOfb.  of 
water  six  fish  ranging  from  4lb.  to  101b.,  as  far  as 
I  could  judge.  The  water  was  so  clear  I  could  see 
them  very  distinctly ;  but  I  could  not  induce  them 
to  take  a  baitj  I  could  easily  have  gaffed  them, 
but  I  had  no  gaff  with  me  (I  have  since  had  one 
made  with  an  extra  long  handle  on  purpose  for 
this  lake).  I  lowered  a  spoon  down,  and  tried  to 
snatch  one,  and  he  allowed  me  to  practise  for  a 


long  time,  but  the  spoon  slipped  along  his  side  and 
would  not  hold,  then  he  moved  on. 

Another  big  silvery  fellow  like  a  salmon  hid  hia 
head  under  the  bank,  whilst  half  his  body  was 
visible,  thinking,  like  an  ostrich,  he  could  not  be 
sesn.  We  prodded  him  with  a  knife  lashed  on  to 
the  net  handle,  and  he  moved  away ;  and  we  went 
home  disgusted. 

Another  occasion  it  blew  a  gale  of  wind,  and  the 
lake  was  churned  up  full  of  sand,  impossible  to 
fish.  Again,  another  time  we  found  the  snow 
banked  up  15ft.  thick  round  the  lake,  and  as  I  was 
walking  on  it  with  a  Swedish  farmer  the  crust 
broke  between  us,  leaving  a  chasm  which  would 
have  swallowed  up  a  horse  and  cart.  We  jumped 
right  and  left  and  cleared  it. 

A  disused  old  Lap  hut  still  remains  on  the  shore, 
and  a  dilapidated  leaky  boat  beside  it,  showing  that 
the  Laps  visit  the  spot  occasionally. 

How  these  fish  ever  got  into  that  lake  is  a  mystery, 
and  how  they  manage  to  exist,  seeing  that  the  lake 
is  frozen  for  nine  months  in  the  year.  Of  course, 
they  are  cannibals,  and  must  feed  entirely  on  their 
own  offspring,  and  in  that  way,  doubtless,  keep  up 
a  supply  of  food.    However,  to  proceed.- 

After  five  fruitless  journeys  we  decided  to  make 
one  more  attempt,  and  accompanied  by  my  brother, 
and  his  son,  we  left  a  farmhouse  about  2  p.m.  A 
steady  ride  for  about  two  hours  brought  us  on  to 
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the  fjeld,  above  the  line  of  birches,  and  another 
hour's  weary  tramp  to  the  lake. 

The  next  thing  was  to  patch  up  the  old  boat,  but 
she  was  past  repair,  and  filled  faster  than  we  could 
bale  her.  Skirting  round  the  lake,  we  came  to  a 
narrow  gut,  connecting  it  with  another  sheet  of 
water,  about  the  same  size ;  it  was  in  this  gut  I  had 
seen  the  fish  on  a  former  occasion,  but  now  a  strong 
breeze  prevented  our  seeing  if  the  fish  were  there, 

Ai  med  with  a  trolling  rod  and  minnow,  I  began 
fishing  at  the  top  of  the  gut,  and  when  half  way 
down,  a  big  boil,  and  I  was  into  him,  and  presently 
we  gaffed  a  nice  fish  oE  four  pounds.  My  nephew 
then  took  the  rod,  and  hooked  a  whopper,  but  ho 
got  off,  and  we  only  got  one  more,  a  small  fish  of 
Iflb.,  and  lost  two  more.  But  we  had  solved  the 
problem  of  the  phantom  fish,  which  nobody  believed 
in,  and  we  wore  satis  Qed. 

Darkness  forbade  any  further  operations,  and  we 
had  a  long  tramp  home,  but  if  we  live  to  visit  the 
spot  another  year,  we  hope  to  be  better  prepared 
to  wage  war  on  the  finny  monsters  of  this  mysterious 
lake.  W.  R.  Kennedy. 


OUR  HOLIDAY  IN  NOETH  WALES 
(Aug.  15  to  Sept.  5,  1905). 

The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany seem  to  take  a  special  interest  in  North  Wales, 
particularly  in  the  seaside  town  of  Rhyl.  Their 
station  at  Rhyl  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Wales,  and 
would  certainly  compare  favourably  with  most  of 
the  London  suburban  stations,  especially  those  on 
the  south  of  the  Thames. 

It  was  in  consequence  of  the  special  faoilitiee 
offered  by  that  company  that  we  decided  to  spend 
our  holidays  in  Wales,  Rhyl  being  the  central 
point  from  which  to  explore  the  country  round. 
After  we  had  completed  our  arrangements  for 
settling  down  there,  we  were  comforted  by  being 
told  that  Rhyl  was  not  a  desirable  place  to  go  to, 
that  it  was  in  a  decadent  state,  etc.    We  did  not 
find  it  so,  quite  the  contrary  ;  it  seemed  to  be  in  a 
very  lively,  animated  condition,  quite  up  to  date 
with  most  of  the  twentieth  century  novelties  in 
the  way  of  electric  lighting,  motor-cars,  etc.  We 
had  comfortable  lodgings  on  the  parade,  where  we 
could  see  all  that  was  going  on  east  and  west.  On 
a  really  fine  day  down  there  on  the  parade  and  on 
the  sands  are  to  be  seen  many  thousands  of  people, 
seemingly  all  of  one  and  the  same  class,  very 
respectable  and  orderly.    We  saw  no  such  thing  as 
rowdyism  all  the  time  we  were  there  ;  there  was 
plenty  of  innocent  flirtation  among  the  girls  and 
boys  (Rhyl  has  a  reputation  for  that  sort  of  thing). 
One  objection  which  some  people  make  to  Rhyl  is 
that  the  tide  recedes  for  about  a  mile  and  leaves 
the  sands  bare  for  that  distance,  but  others  seem 
to  like  it  for  that  very  reason  ;  then  it  is  that  they 
may  be  seen  away  off  in  the  distance  seekmg  shells 
and  precious  stones  which  they  never  find,  and 
with  small  fear  of  being  caught  by  the  inflowing 
tide.    Everybody  in  Rhyl  does  the  same  thing  at 
the  same  time.  You  will  see  the  beach  and  parades 
covered  with  many  thousands  of  people  lounging 
on  the  sands,  swimming  from  the  bathing  machines, 
and  so  on.  Then  there  is  the  lecturer  on  phrenology 
and  other  kindred  subjects  for  the  guidance  of 
young  men  and  maidens,  who  eagerly  rush  up  to 
the  platform  where  they  are  taught  to  know  them- 
selves.   The  lecturer  is  always  surrounded  by 
hundreds  of  eager  and  respectful  hearers,  wonder- 
ing at  the  boundless  knowledge  displayed  by  him. 
Then  there  is  a  grand  stand  of  pierrots  charming 
an  innumerable  host ;  during  the  intervals  of  time 
between  these  performances  Master  Punch  seizes 
his  opportunity,  and  attracts  as  great  a  crowd  now 
as  he  ever  did  hundreds  of  years  ago ;  then  a 
ventriloquist  with  a  pair  of  grotesque  puppets 
affords  much  amusement.    These  are  about  all  the 
attractions  on    the    seashore.    Always    at  five 
minutes  to  one  these  allurements  are  abandoned ; 
not  a  soul  is  left  on  parade  or  shore,  all  have  gone 
home  to  lunch  or  dinner.    At  half-past  two  or  three 
o'clock  they  begin  to  stream  forth  again,  and  the 
morning's  performances    are    repeated.    At  five 
minutes  to  five  there  is  again  a  clearance,  and  all 
Rhyl  has  gone  home  to  tea  ;  this  takes  up  an  hour 
more  or  less,  and  morning  and  afternoon's  per- 
formances are  kept  up  till  bedtime.     This  may 
be  said  to  be  the  normal  state  of  things,  but  a 
rough,  cold,  windy  or  rainy  day  upsets  these 
delights,  and  indoor  life  is  not  exhilarating. 


This  is,  briefly,  the  kind  of  life  as  it  is  lived  on 
the  sands  of  Rhyl.  One  of  the  things  one  cannot 
help  noticing  there  is  the  unusual  number  of 
exceedingly  pretty,  plump,  healthy  little  children, 
many  of  them  perfect  models  of  happy  childhood. 
I  have  already  hinted  that  Rhyl  has  a  pleasant 
reputation  for  innocent  flirtation,  and  really  this 
reputation  can  hardly  be  wondered  at  when  one 
remembers  that  the  immense  majority  of  the  girls 
one  meets  on  the  parade  are  extremely  pretty, 
fresh,  and  fascinating.  I  write,  of  course,  as  an 
ancient  philosopher,  but  if  I  were  young — let  us 
pass  on  ! 

Rhyl's  great  attractions  are  not  confined  to  its 
shores ;  the  chief  attraction  to  many  of  us  is  to  get 
out  of  it,  and  to  enable  us  to  do  this  there  are 
plenty  of  conveniences.  To  say  nothing  of  the 
various  tourist  and  excursion  rounds  that  the 
London  and  North-Western  Railway  Company 
provides,  there  are  numerous  four-horse  mail 
coaches  and  three-horse  char-a-bancs  that  will  take 
you  anywhere  and  any  distance  up  to  thirty  or 
forty  miles  a  day,  and  into  the  most  charming 
scenes  to  be  found  in  Wales. 

On  fine  days  these  coaches  are  always  crowded 
with  passengers.  On  many  occasions  we  availed 
ourselves  of  this  means  of  seeing  the  country. 

One  day  we  had  a  most  delightful  trip,  which  I 
wish  I  could  describe  adequately.  We  went  through 
the  pretty  little  town  of  Abergele,  and  away  up 
over  the  hilU,  past  a  little  cottage  where  Oliver 
Cromwell  once  slept,  and  on  and  on  over  hill 
and  dale  till  we  arrived  at  the  quaint  and  most 
picturesque  little  town  called  Llanfairtalliairarn 
— it  is  a  longish  word,  and  I  am  not  sure  about  the 
spelling — and  there  we  all  took  tea.  We  looked  in 
at  the  little  Welsh  church  perched  on  a  hill  over- 
looking the  town.  We  rambled  down  to  the  River 
Elwy,  which  passes  through  this  village,  and  on 
through  the  most  charming  scenery.  The  River 
Elwy  is  said  to  be  full  of  fish,  but  in  this  dreary 
month  of  August  it  is  not  fishable,  the  water  being 
too  low  and  almost  stagnant  for  any  chance  of  fly 
fishing,  as  our  good  Major  has  proved  lower  down 
and  nearer  to  the  sea,  where  it  flows  into  the 
River  Clwyd.  At  this  point  many  sea-trout  have 
recently  been  caught  with  the  worm,  but  that  is  a 
style  of  fishing  not  appreciated  by  a  fly  fisher. 

We  returned  by  another  and  a  glorious  route 
through  the  Vale  of  Llanfair.  The  road  takes  us 
mainly  along  the  side  of  a  range  of  hills,  and  through 
a  wood  overlooking  the  beautiful  vale  through  which 
the  Elwy  winds  its  way,  and  gives  us  glimpses  of 
the  rugged  and  opposing  hills.  The  most  interesting 
part  is  the  Bryn-y-pin  Pass :  from  that  point  there 
is  a  grand  opening  up  of  wild  mountain  scenery. 
It  so  happened  that  the  afternoon  proved  an  ideal 
one  for  passing  through  this  most  picturesque  bit 
of  wild  country,  which  has  not  inappropriately 
been  called  "  The  Switzerland  of  Wales."  Our  drive 
through  the  woods  was  enlivened  by  the  singing  of 
Welsh  hymns  and  English  songs  by  a  party  of 
youths  and  maidens  on  the  coach — their  clear, 
sweet  voices  and  the  frequent  blasts  on  the  long 
coach-horn,  which  echoed  through  this  scenery, 
added  a  new  pleasure  to  our  ride.  Our  hornblower 
managed  very  cleverly,  as  we  all  thought,  to  get 
out  several  tunes,  such  as  "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  on 
this  long  keyless  tube. 

The  (reputed)  Birthplace  of  H.  M.  Stanley. 

Continuing  this  most  picturesque  route  we  come 
at  length  to  a  little  village,  the  name  of  which  I 
forget,  but  the  great  and  attractive  feature  of  it  is 
the  inn  called  the  "  Cross  Foxes.'i  This  is  a  very 
modest,  neat,  little  inn,  now  kept  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Eastham  ;  when  our  coach  reached  it  it  was  already 
surrounded  by  halt  a  dozen  other  coaches,  whose 
loads  of  people  were  streaming,  crushing,  and 
crowding  into  this  inn.  "This  inn,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,"  cried  our  enthusiastic  conductor,  "  will 
be  celebrated  for  all  time,  for  it  was  here  that 
the  mother  of  the  celebrated  traveller,  Henry  M. 
Stanley,  lived  and  died  only  recently,  and  here  it 
is  supposed  the  great  hero  was  born.  Inside  will 
be  seen  his  portrait  hung  on  the  wall,  and  upstairs 
is  the  handsome  tent-bed  on  which  he  slept.  Ladies 
and  gentlemen,  Mr.  Stanley  was  a  Welshman,  he 
rose  from  very  humble  circumstances,  by  indomit- 
able pluck,  to  become  the  most  celebrated  explorer 
of  his  age.  I  am  a  Welshman,  and  I  am  proud  of 
him,  and  so  are  all  his  countrymen !  "  and  there 
was  hearty  applause ! 

I  saw  the  coloured  lithograph  on  the  staircase 
wall,  and  the  handsome  tent-bedstead  upstairs ; 


ergo,  I  ought  to  believe,  in  fact  part  of  the  story  ia 
doubtless  correct,  and  the  whole  of  it  has  the  merit 
of  worthy  enthusiasm,  and  of  extreme  inaccuracy. 

Apart  from  this  little  Stanley  incident,  we  had  a 
glorious  drive,  and  a  mile  or  two  onwards  from  the 
"  Cross  Foxes  ''  we  passed  through  the  City  of  St. 
Asaph,  the  smallest  "  city  "  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  so  homeward. 

It  was  on  another  occasion  that  we  drove  to  St. 
Asaph  and  visited  the  beautiful  old  cathedral.  Of 
course,  with  my  usual  youthful  agility  I  ran  up  to 
the  top  of  the  tower,  127  steps,  no  great  height,  but 
as  the  cathedral  is  set  on  a  hill  the  tower  commands 
a  very  extensive  view  of  fine  scenery  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  from  it  was  pointed  out  "The  Union" 
where  H.  M.  Stanley  was  educated.  Some  of  our 
young  people  followed  me  to  the  top,  others  had 
regard  for  their  knees  and  lost  the  sight. 

On  another  occasion  half  a  dozen  of  us  mounted 
a  four-horse  coach  for  a  peep  at  Colwyn  Bay.  We 
had  scarcely  got  outside  the  town  when  we  passed 
by  the  fragments  of  another  four-horse  coach.  Our 
coachman  drew  up  to  give  us  a  peep  at  it  over  the 
wall  in  a  shed.  The  horses  had  bolted ;  the  coach 
was  smashed  to  atoms.  The  horses  were  there 
undergoing  surgical  operations  for  serious  injuries 
they  had  received.  We  were  told,  but  we  cannot 
vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  statement,  that  there 
was  only  one  lady  passenger  and  a  lapdog.  The 
lady  escaped  unhurt,  "the  dog  it  was  that  died."- 
The  coachman,  who  it  seems  was  an  amateur,  was 
looking  wofully  on  the  wreck.  Our  man  said,  with 
a  fine  contempt,  that  this  young  fellow  knew  nothing 
about  driving,  and  was  too  conceited  to  be  taughtj 
"That  little  job,"  said  he,  "  will  cost  him  over  two 
hundred  '  quid.'  "  It  was  not  an  interesting  sight 
for  those  of  us  who  were  nervous  on  our  fully- laden 
coach,  but  some  of  our  youngsters  pretended  to 
look  on  it  as  a  mere  spill,  something  of  daily  occur- 
rence, and  not  worth  even  passing  notice. 

Another  time  we  had  a  long  drive  to  Llandudno, 
through  pleasant  coast  scenery.  Of  course,  we  all 
enjoyed  the  trip,  for  we  were  a  happy  young  party, 
and  I  am  afraid  sometimes  we  made  more  noise  on 
the  coach  than  was  in  accord  with  strict  decorum. 
Passing  over  the  shoulder  of  Little  Orme's  Head 
brought  to  memory  two  sad  events  in  connection 
with  my  own  family.  Thirty  years  ago  or  more, 
the  young  wife  of  a  relative,  walking  with  a  friend 
on  that  treacherous  headland,  was  blown  off  by  one 
of  those  sudden  and  strong  blasts  which  arc  frequent 
and  killed  on  the  rocks  below ;  and  by  a  singular 
fatality  another  young  lady  friend  met  an  exactly 
similar  fate  from  the  same  spot  only  a  short  time 
ago. 

We  had  planned  on  two  or  three  days  to  go  the 
Snowdonian  round,  forty  or  fifty  miles  away,  but 
the  weather  forbad.  What  is  the  uie  or  where  is 
the  pleasure  of  ascending  Snowdon  in  a  thick  fog  ? 
I  may  say  that  we  had  very  changeful,  fitful 
weather  during  the  whole  of  our  time — bad  for  us, 
bad  for  corn  crops  still  out,  bad  for  shopkeepers 
and  coach  proprietors — but,  I  suppose,  good  for 
turnips  ! 

Fishing. 

Whenever  I  have  taken  a  holiday  I  have  invari- 
ably been  accompanied  by  my  rod,  net,  and  other 
angling  paraphernalia ;  as  we  were  going  into  Wales 
for  a  month  it  may  be  imagined  that  I  did  not 
omit  them  on  this  occasion.  It  has  so  happened 
that  I  never  unpacked  them.  For  the  first  fort- 
night or  so  the  rivers  were  low  and  sluggish  and 
quite  unfishable.  Then  came  a  time  when  they 
were  flooded  and  unapproachable.  What  the  Major 
did,  or  failed  to  do,  he  will  doubtless  tell  in  bis 
own  time  and  way.  Whilst  we,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Rhyl,  have  not  been  fortunate  in  our 
fishing  weather,  my  daughter  Rose,  who  is  a  bit 
of  an  enthusiast,  has  had  better  luck  in  the  North 
of  Scotland.  She  and  her  husband  have^  been 
having  what  she  calls  a  "most  delightful  time''  ; 
they  spent  a  week  at  Lairg  and  fished  three  lochs. 

"  Fishing  there  now,"  she  says,  "  is  not  good 
as  they  have  had  too  much  rain,  but  we  did  not 
do  badly,  and  on  Loch  Beannath  we  got  eleven 
nice  trout;  the  biggest  was  about  Iflb.  We 
thought  it  a  poor  day,  but  on  our  return  to  the 
hotel  we  were  much  congratulated  on  our  basket 
— so  we  felt  better.  It  was  a  very  trying  day, 
nothing  but  squalls  the  whole  time.  .  .  .  Weoame 
on  here  yesterday,  and  here  we  are  (at  Forsinard, 
Sutherlandshire)  in  a  most  comfortable  hotel, 
good  feeding  and  attendance,  all  to  ourselves.  .  .  . 
It  is  all  moorland  and  hills,  most  lovely,  such 
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soft  air,  just  like  their  water,  and  the  sun  out 
all  day.  We  cycled  on  the  Helmsdale  Road  to 
see  a  loch  we  are  to  fish  to-morrow  (good 
luck  go  with  us),  and  this  afternoon  we  wandered 
over  the  moor  and  up  by  the  River  Halladale ; 
coming  back  we  were  resting  by  the  falls  when 
to  our  delight  we  saw  salmon  jumping,  trying  to 
get  up  a  very  difficult  fall.  We  have  never  seen 
anything  of  the  kind  before,  and  we  spent  quite 
an  hour  watching  them.  They  do  fight  hard, 
poor  beggars ;  they  were  not  large,  only  about 
21  b.  or  31  b.,  but  it  was  wonderful  how,  like 
Bruce's  spider,  they  tried  and  tried." 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


THE  CHICAGO  FLY  AND  BAIT 
CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 


SOME  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  FLY-CASTING 
SCORES. 


The  American  Field  of  Saturday,  Aug.  26,  con- 
taining the  results  of  the  events  decided  on  the 
Friday  and  Saturday  of  the  previous  week,  states 
in  the  preliminary  note  that  several  records  were 
broken.  It  afterwards  appears  that,  so  far  as 
fly-casting  is  concerned,  the  records  broken  are 
two— namely,  in  the  event  known  as  "Distance 
and  Accuracy "-  (an  event  which  we  should  term 
"Accuracy '•' only,  the  distance  of  the  buoys  cast 
at  being  fixed  by  the  conditions  at  50,  55,  and 
60  feet),  and  the  event  known  as  "  Accuracy  and 
Delicacy,"  the  cast  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  of  120f^.  in 
the  "Distance  Only"  event',  with  a  10ft.  7in.  fly- 
rod,  weighing  8ioz.,  being  still  23ft.  behind  Mr. 
Mansfield's  San  Francisco  record. 

Before  proceeding  to  comment  on  the  scores  it 
may  be  convenient  to  summarise  the  results  of  the 
"  Long  Distance  Casting  " :  — 


Competitor. 

E.  J.  Mills  ... 
R.  C.  Lejrard 

F.  N.  Peet  ... 
Jno.  Waddeil 

H.  G.  Hascall 
A.  C.  Smith... 

I.  H.  Bellows 
C.  F.  Brown 
W.  T.  Churth 


Sc  jre. 
120ft. 
1 18ft. 
108  ft. 
lOTffc. 
104ft. 
lO-ift. 
102ft. 

88ft. 

8£ft. 


Length  of 

Rod. 
ICft.  Tin. 
lift, 
lift. 

lift.  .. 
lilt. 

IKt.  ... 
lift. 
lOft. 
lOft. 


5in. 
£in. 


Weight  (jl 
Rod. 

8|oz. 
lO^oz. 

lOlQZ. 

10|oz. 

y-'oz. 

lOoz. 
8^oz. 
8^-oz. 


All  (he  rods  were  split-cane,  and  it  is  a  remark- 
able fact  that  they  were  all  "  Leonard  "  rods. 

In  the  professional  class  of  "Trout  Fly  Casting  " 
in  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament  of  last  year  there 
were  only  two  competitors  whose  cast  exceeded 
100ft.— namely,  Mr.  J.  Enright,  who  made  one  cast 
of  104ft.  with  an  lift.  Tin.  greenheart,  and  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy,  who  made  two  casts  of  102ft.  with  an 
lift.  6in.  Hardy  steel-centre  split-cane,  weighing 
12oz.  The  next  best  was  Mr.  L.  Hardy,  who  made 
one  cast  of  90ft.  with  the  same  rod,  and  Mr.  E.  J. 
Mills  (the  winner  at  Chicago),  who  cast  87ft.  with 
a  10ft.  6in.  "  Leonard  "  split-cane  of  8oz.  In  the 
"Amateur'.' class  at  the  Crystal  Palace  there  was 
only  one  competitor  who  scored  over  90ft.— namely, 
Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw,  who,  with  a  10ft.  Gin.  Hardy  split- 
cane,  made  casts  of  92ft.  and  91ft.,  the  next  being 
Mr.  C.  R.  Hewitt,  of  New  York,  with  86ft.,  using 
an  lift,  split-cane  of  9^02.  by  Mills,  of  New  York. 

Thus  we  Eee  that  at  Chicago  no  fewer  than  seven 
competitors  equalled,  and  five  exceeded,  the  best 
performances  over  here,  doing  so  in  every  case  with 
rods  less  in  length  and  less  in  weight  than  those 
which  made  the  records  over  here. 

Now.  Mr.  Enright  is  always  in  practice  and  was 
as  hard  as  nails,  and  Mr.  Hardy  had  been  hard  at 
work  training  for  the  event.  So  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  inferiority  of  the  English 
showing  was  due  to  lack  of  practice  or[  ack  of 
strength  or  condition.  There  must  be  some  other 
reason. 

Let  us  proceed  to  consider  the  other  results 
achieved  at  Chicago,  and  see  if  they  throw  any 
light  on  the  inquiry. 

As  we  have  seen,  the  so-called  "  Distance  and 
Accuracy  "  event  is  an  accuracy  competition  only, 
the  competitors  casting  five  times  at  three  ring 
buoys  placed  50,  55,  and  GO  feet  respectively  from 
the  platform.  The  A  mcrican  Field  gives  the  names 
of  thirteen  entries  who  actually  competed.  Of 
these  thirteen,  eleven  used  "Leonard"  rods — of 
which  nine  weighed  8Joz..  and  ranged  from  lOft.  5in. 
to  lift.,  and  two  weighed  5joz.,  and  measured 


9ft.:  61n.  and  10ft.  respectively.  The  rods  by  other 
makers  wore  split-cane,  and  were  10ft.  3 Jin.,  weigh- 
ing SJoz.,  and  10ft.  6in.,  weighing  8Joz.,  respectively. 
A  high  degree  of  accuracy  was  achieved  by  almost 
all  the  competitors,  only  two  scoring  under  97  per 
cent. 

Of  the  thirteen  rods  competing  the  5Joz.-  rods 
came  sixth  and  eleventh,  Mr.  E.  J,  Mills  being  the 
sixth  with  the  10ft.  rod. 

In  the  "  Accuracy  and  Delicacy "  competition 
the  buoys  were  placed  at  35,  40,  and  45  fefet  from 
the  platform,  and  it  is  curious  to  note  the  drop  in 
the  length  and  weight  of  the  rods  used.  Mr.  E.  J. 
Mills  used  a  4Joz.  rod  of  8ft.  llin.,  and  no  rod  was 
longer  or  heavier  than  that  of  Mr.  Peet,  the  winner, 
which  was  10ft.  and  weighed  5:Joz. 

These  are  all  the  data  at  present  to  hand.  Now 
for  the  inferences : — 

1.  That  the  best  American  makers  still  produce 
rods  which  ounce  for  ounce  get  out  more  line  than 
our  beat. 

2.  That  a  rod  which  will  cast  40  yards  is  no  use 
to  the  practical  fly  fisherman.  He  does  not  want  to 
cast  40  yards,  and  unless  he  is  a  very  strong  man 
he  will  probably  fa  1  to  develop  the  power  contained 
in  such  a  rod,  and  would  do  better  with  a  much 
lighter  rod. 

3.  That  where  accuracy  alone  is  the  object  a  rod 
of  about  S.^-cz ,  between  10ft.  and  lift,  long,  gives 


R.  C.  Leonakd,  of  New  York. 
(Maker  of  the  celeln-ated  "Leonard"  rods.) 
Winner  of  the  Salmon  Fly-Casting  Event. 

the  best  results  in  tournament  casting,  but  as  soon 
as  delicacy  comes  into  consideration  a  much  lighter 
weapon  is  required. 

4.  For  practical  fishing  in  this  country,  where 
delicacy  is  of  the  highest  consequence,  the  rod  for 
use  in  dry-fly  fishing  (except,  perhaps,  where  weeds 
are  heavy,  and  3- pounders  frequent)  need  be  no 
more  than  a  compromise  between  the  5oz.  and  the 
8loz.  ideal — say,  O^oz.  or  7oz. — and  need  never 
exceed  the  latter  weight,  namely,  8^oz.,  if  its 
quality  is  all  it  should  lae  ;  while  for  wet- fly  fishing 
— where  the  water  is  open  and  the  fish  has  a  free 
run,  and  a  cast  of  15  yards  is  an  exceptionally  long 
one  —  the  lighter  weights  of  about  5oz.  are  the 
utmost  that  are  necessary. 

To  bring  a  little  personal  testimony  into  this 
argument,  the  writer  might  add  that  during  the 
past  season  he  has  fished  the  Itchen  with  a  9ft.  rod 
of  5oz.  and  has  killed  trout  up  to  2lb.  14oz.  in 
heavily  weeded  parts  of  it  without  the  least  difli- 
culty  that  would  not  have  confronted  him  equally 
with  an  lift,  split-cane  weighing  lloz.,  and  with 
the  advantage  of  never  suffering  from  cramped 
hand  or  fatigued  wrist.  He  has,  in  fact,  practically 
abandoned  the  use  on  that  water  of  a  lOtt. 
"  Leonard,''  weighing  Gjoz  ,  in  favour  of  the  lighter 
and  shorter  weapon.  Val  Conson. 


TiiK  value  of  all  kinds  of  fish  landed  in  England 
and  Wales  in  one  year  is  over  £7,000,000  ;  and  the 
number  of  men  and  boys  employed  is  over  40,000. 


POTATO  AS  BAIT,  AND  HOW  TO 
USE  IT. 

Comparatively  few  wiclders  of  the  rod  are  aware 
of  the  value  of  potato  as  a  bait.  In  this  article  I 
wi.sh  to  call  the  attention  of  anglers  to  the  method 
of  preparing  and  using  it;  trusting  that  1  hoy  will 
find  (as  I  have  no  doubt  they  will),  if  the  instructions 
here  given  are  carefully  attended  to,  that  durmt^ 
the  hot  summer  and  autumn  months,  when  the 
water  of,  say,  a  pond  is  very  low  and  bright— as 
is  far  too  often  the  cif  e  when  there  are  no  dit'  hes 
or  streams  draining  into  it,  and  the  fish  will  look 
at  no  other  bait — good  sport  may  be  had  by 
judiciously  baiting  a  swim  and  fishing  it  with 
potato. 

This  bait  is  fairly  easy  to  prepare  —in  fact,  I 
often  wonder  that  it  is  not  as  popular  as  stewed 
wheat,  seeing  that  for  roach  and  carp  it  is  quite  as 
killing  and  no  more  trouble  to  cook.  The  process 
of  preparation  is  as  follows : — Procure  a  nice  waxij 
potato  (one  from  a  wet  clayey  soil  is  best  for  the 
purpose,  the  soil  having  a  peculiar  influence  on 
the  nature  of  the  potato),  then  boil  it  in  its  jacket 
without  any  salt  until  one  can  feel  by  pricking  it 
with  a  fork  that  it  is  firm  but  soapy — when  I  say 
"  soapy I  mean  cooked  so  that  it  does  not  break 
in  pieces  on  being  pricked,  and  yet  is  not  hard ; 
in  fact,  it  should  resemble  good  putty  or  paste  as 
much  as  anything.  When  ccoked  as  described, 
take  it  from  the  water  and  lay  it  aside  to  cool. 
Next,  with  an  extremely  thin  and  sharp  knife  cut  it 
into  slices,  which  should  not  be  more  than  a  ^in. 
thick.  Lay  these  slices  on  a  clean  piece  of  board, 
then  cut  them  into  squares  by  removing  the  outer 
edges  and  the  skin.  Now  cut  these  squares  into 
long  strips  and  again  into  cubes,  which  latter 
should  be  nearly  ^in.  square,  or  even  a  little  less. 
These  small  cubes  of  potato  are  best  carried  in  an 
ordinary  flat  tin  box  lined  with  clean  white  paper, 
and  should  not  be  exposed  to  the  air  more  than 
necessary,  or  they  will  sweat  and  go  watery. 

If  one  is  unable  to  obtain  a  good  waxy  potato  to 
prepare  one's  bait  from,  either  a  new  potato  or  a 
half-cooked  old  one  can  be  used,  but  neither  are  as 
good  as  the  waxy  potato  first  mentioned. 

When  baiting  with  potato  it  will  be  necessary  to 
use  a  small  short-shanked  hook,  say  a  No.  12 
"  Modele  Parfait.''  Insert  the  point  of  the  hook 
into  one  of  the  corners  of  a  cube  of  potato  and 
bring  it  through  to  the  opposite  corner,  so  that  one 
can  just  feel  the  point  with  one  s  finger.  This  is 
necessary,  because  if  properly  prepared  the  potato 
is  likely  to  act  as  a  butfer,  and  with  a  short-shanked 
hook,  such  as  is  necessary  for  this  bait,  many  fish 
would  be  lost  if  the  hook  point  did  not  take  hold 
immediately  upon  striking. 

For  ground- bait,  when  using  these  potato  cubes, 
it  is  difficult  to  beat  a  few  well-cooked  floury 
potatoes.  These  should  not  be  cut  up  like  the 
hook  bait,  but  simply  squeezed  in  one's  hand  and 
cast  into  the  swim  a  short  time  before  commencing 
to  fish.  After  this,  a  few  of  the  cubes  as  used  on 
the  hook  scattered  round  one's  float  from  time  to 
time  is  all  that  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  fish  on 
the  feed.  In  the  case  of  a  stream,  or  large  lake, 
a  few  balls  of  ordinary  stiff  bread  and  bran,  in 
addition  to  the  potatoes,  may  be  used  as  ground- 
bait;  but  in  this  case  it  should  be  put  in  about 
twenty -four  hours  before  one  intends  to  fishj 

The  tackle  best  suited  for  this  bait  (as  the  water 
is  usually  clear)  must  be  the  finest  gut,  and  for 
still  waters  a  line  constructed  as  follows  will  answer 
admirably.  To  a  cast  of  4x  drawn  gut  attach  a 
No.  12  "Modele  Parfait"  hook  on  5x  gut,  all  of 
which  should  be  stained  a  dirty  "dead  weed" 
colour  with  strong  tea.  About  3in.,  but  on  no 
account  more  than  4in.,  above  the  hook  nip  on  a 
single  BB  shot,  taking  great  care  not  to  damage  the 
fine  gut  in  doing  so.  A  Sin.  porcupine  quill,  attached 
by  the  bottom  end  only  with  one  cap,  and  3in.  or 
4in.  of  silk  "topping''  with  which  to  fasten  the 
gut  cast  to  one's  roach-pole  will  complete  the  line. 
As  will  be  readily  understood,  the  BB  shot  will 
entirely  sink  this  small  porcupine  quill,  therefore 
this  is  strictly  a  very  light  float  leger  tackle,  havmg 
the  extra  advantage  of  giving  a  quick  signal  when 
a  fish  is  at  the  bait. 

With  this  tackle,  as  soon  as  a  fish  has  the  bait 
well  in  its  mouth,  and  lifts  it  off  the  bottom,  it 
must  lift  the  shot  also,  causing  the  float  to  go  flat 
on  the  water,  when  one  should  immediately  re- 
spond with  quick,  but  gentle,  strike. 

Before  ground-baiting  one's  pitch  one  should 
plumb. the  depth  very  carefully,  fixing  the  float  on 
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the  line  so  that,  when  the  shot  rests  on  the  bottom, 
an  inch  of  the  float  is  above  water.  Having  once 
obtained  one's  depth,  if  care  is  taken  in  putting  the 
line  away  not  to  shift  the  float  when  packing  up, 
no  plumbing  of  the  swim  will  be  required  on  subse- 
quent visits,  any  slight  alteration  in  the  depth 
being  easily  found  and  arranged  for  by  the  set  of 
one's  float.  In  rivers  of  any  volume  a  heavier  set 
of  tackle  must,  of  course,  be  used. 

Legering  is  another  good  method  of  using  potato, 
and  is  admirably  suited  for  catching  large  carp, 
especially  as  heavier  and  stronger  tackle  can  be 
used.  If  one  intends  fishing  by  this  latter  plan, 
then  bait  up  a  deepish  piece  of  water,  some  twelve 
to  twenty  yards  or  so  from  the  bank,  with  about  a 
gallon  of  ground-bait  made  of  bread,  bran,  and 
squashed  potato,  and  continue  this  baiting  up  for 
a  few  mornings  before  going  to  fish.  Then  go  at 
daybreak  armed  with  a  10ft.  or  lift.,  not  too  stiff, 
leger  rod,  to  which  is  attached  a  very  free-running 
Sin.  Nottingham  reel  containing  100yd.  of  strong, 
but  fairly  fine,  undressed  plaited,  silk  line,  also  a 
leger  trace  made  of  a  yard  of  the  finest  undrawn 
gut,  to  which  should  be  looped  one  No.  8  "  Crystal " 
hook  on  Ix  drawn  gut,  all  stained  brown  colour  to 
match  the  bottom  of  lake.  Place  a  small  shot  18in. 
to  2ft.  above  the  hook  to  prevent  the  \oz.  drilled 
bullet,  which  acts  as  a  leger  lead,  getting  any 
nearer  the  hook.  Use  only  one  hook  as  described  ; 
if  two  are  used  and  one  hooks  a  good  fish,  the  second 
hook  flying  loose  is  very  Tkely  to  get  hung  up  in  the 
weed.=i,  causing  one  to  lose  the  fish. 

For  this  style  of  legering  one's  cubes  of  potato 
must  be  slightly  larger  than  before,  and  after 
baiting  bury  the  hook  and  bait  in  a  piece  of  freshly- 
made  "cupping"  about  the  size  of  a  walnut  with 
the  shell  off.  Then  cast  your  leger  thus  baited 
well  into  the  midJle  of  the  baited-up  pitch,  taking 
great  care  to  make  as  little  splash  as  possible. 
Wind  up  the  line  until  you  can  feel  the  bullet,  then 
lay  down  the  rod,  allow  a  little  loose  line,  and  wait. 
A  bite  will  then  be  easily  seen ;  after  a  few  slight 
pulls  at  the  line  it  will  start  to  run  out  slowly. 
Let  about  a  yard  go,  then  pick  up  your  rod  and 
strike  gently,  and — well,  after  an  exciting  struggle 
you  may  have  the  pleasure  of  landing  a  carp 
worthy  a  glass  case. 

Do  not  hold  your  rod  when  legering,  one  will  be 
likely  to  get  more  bites  when  it  is  in  the  rest  than 
while  being  held;  as  in  the  latter  case  any  vibration 
of  the  bcdy  is  carried  right  down  the  taut  line, 
and  no  doubt  often  scares  carp.  At  any  rate,  do 
not  gape  about,  but  sit  well  over  your  rod  and 
watch  the  line,  otherwise  you  will  not  perceive  a 
bite  until  too  late. 

Although  I  have  only  mentioned  roach  and  carp 
in  particular  as  taking  potato,  and  both  of  which 
fish  are  especially  fond  of  it,  other  fish  do  not  by 
any  means  object  to  potato,  and  after  a  little 
practice  my  readers  will,  I  am  sure,  think  very 
highly  of  potato  as  a  lure  for  coarse  fish.  M. 


FISHING  IN  THE  BACKWATEK 
AT  WEYMOUTH. 

The  question  as  to  the  right  of  fishing  in  the 
Backwater  came  before  the  Borough  Bench  in  its 
most  practical  form  on  Monday,  Sept.  11,  when  a 
boatman,  who  was  fishing  with  a  net,  was  summoned 
for  damaging  the  tackle  of  an  angler  who  was  fishing 
from  the  Backwater  Bridge.  There  was  probably 
a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  some  persons  in  court  as 
to  whether  the  damage  was  done  deliberately  or 
accidentally,  but  the  magistrates  convicted  the 
boatman  and  imposed  a  small  fine  upon  him.  The 
chairman  told  the  defendant  the  angler  had  as 
much  right  to  fish  in  the  Backwater  as  the  boat- 
men have,  and  that  visitors  coming  to  the  town 
must  be  protected  from  such  interference  with  their 
sport.  It  is  well  to  have  the  law  aiithoritatively 
laid  down  from  the  bench,  and  we  trust  it  will 
in  future  be  carefully  observed  by  the  fishermen. 
There  is  plenty  of  room  and  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
Backwater  for  both  net  fishermen  and  anglers,  and 
it  is  absurd  that  there  should  be  any  jealousy  on 
the  part  of  the  former,  espcci  xUy  as  the  quantity 
of  fish  caught  by  anglers  must  be  very  small.  It 
appears,  however,  that  such  jealousy  exists,  and 
that  net  fishermen  have  been  heard  to  say  that 
anglers  have  no  right  to  fish  from  the  bridge.  We 
trust  the  decision  of  the  magistrates  will  have  the 
etfect  of  dispelling  this  illusion,  and  that  henceforth 
our  anglers  will  exercise  their  legal  rights  without 
molestation. — Weymouth  Telegram,  Sept.  15. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genebai/  Remarks. — Sport  has 
improved  a  little,  but  the  traffic  has  considerably 
interfered  with  it.  Roash  and  dace  have  been 
feeding  well  at  Teddington,  clients  of  W.  McBride 
getting  ten  to  twelve  dozen  per  day.  Barbel  up  ta 
4Jlb.  have  also  been  caught  in  the  early  morning?. 
Mr.  Tedcote  has  had  fourtean  fish ;  Mr.  Rose  hid 
one  of  7|lb.  on  roach  tackle,  Mr.  D.  Denniford  has 
had  some  good  roach  at  the  weir  with  weed.  The 
T.A.P.S.  has  netted  one  of  the  Hampton  reservoirs 
and  secured  about  8cwt.  of  fish  for  the  rivej.  A 
fine  roach  of  2|lb.  has  been  caught  at  Bablock 
Hythe  by  Mr.  F.  Cook,  of  Oxford.  Mr.  Waters, 
who  has  been  lock-keeper  at  Teddington  for  some 
years,  has.  recently  been  transferred  to  Penton 
Hook.  His  successor  is  Mr.  F.  W.  Eagle,  formerly 
of  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery.  He  entered  the 
service  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  as  ferryman  at 
Roebuck  Ferry  in  Oct.,  1901.  In  Feb.,  1902,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  post  of  lock-keeper  at  Whit- 
church Lock,  and  thence  to  Penton  Hook  in  Feb., 
1904,  where  he  remained  till  last  month,  when  he 
received  his  present  appointment.  During  his 
j  employ  in  the  Conservancy  he  has  twice  received 
the  hon.  vellum  of  the  Royal  Humane  S  )ciety. 
Fir  st,  for  attempting  to  sive  the  life  of  a  lady  at 
Whitohuich  in  September,  1902;  secondly,  f)r 
saving  a  child  from  drowning  at  Penton  Hook 
Lock  in  August,  1904. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  has  now  run  down 
very  clear  with  very  little  stream,  so  sport  has  not 
been  of  the  best.  Mr.  Batt  has  take.i  soma  nice 
chub  with  the  fly,  also  some  good  roach  whib 
fishing  from  his  Inuseboat  at  Shiplake.  Mr.  Haw.s, 
while  fishing  with  W.  Vaughan,  has  taken  some 
three  dozen  roach  and  some  perch,  while  a  patron 
of  G.  Vaughan,  in  two  days'  fishing,  took  twenty- 
four  perch,  weighing  201b.,  and  two  jack.  Mr. 
Mason  and  son,  fishing  with  G.  Smith  at  Shiplake, 
had  a  mixed  bag  of  four  dozen  roach,  one  dozen 
perch,  and  three  trout  (the  latter  fish  returned).  Mr. 
J.  Waitman,  while  spinning  for  jack  at  Marsh  Lock, 
caught  three  trout,  all  sizeable,  and  whijh  were 
carefully  returned.  Another  good  specimen,  whiih 
measured  2it.  I^in.,  and  must  have  weighed  over 
71b.,  was  caught  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Kerr,  while  fishing 
with  J.  Sargexnt.  The  fish  was  taken  by  a  small  gud- 
geon on  paternoster  tackle,  and,  of  course,  returned. 
Mr.  C.  E.  Sheppard,  at  Shiplake,  has  taken  a  bag  of 
roach  and  two  small  chub  weighing  17 Jib.  No 
barbel  have  been  caught  during  the  week,  and 
roach  still  feed  best  during  the  evening.  A  good 
rain  would  be  welcome  just  now.  There  are  tj  be 
two  fishing  clubs  ia  Healey — one  the  Working 
Man's  Fishing  Club,  who  have  ananged  for  a 
pegged  -  down  match  in  the  Henley  reach  on 
Oct.  8,  and  whose  members  already  number  fifty. 
The  other  is  to  be  called  the  Henley  Angling  Society, 
who  hold  a  mee'ing  on  Sept.  21,  and  have  a 
membership  of  about  thirty-five.  It  wa>  found 
impossible,  owing  to  the  rules,  for  the  two  clubs  tD 
run  together.  The  latter  club  does  not  wish  in  any 
way  to  run  counter  to  the  Working  Men's  Club,  and 
will  try  to  run  side  by  side  with  it.  Success  to  bath 
of  them  ! — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Biichmond). — Now  that  a  great  deal  of 
the  traffic  is  of?  the  river  fishing  has  mush  improved. 
Some  of  the  bank  anglers  have  done  very  well,  not 
in  quantity  but  quality.  Roach  of  lib.  9oz., 
lib.  8oz.,  lib,  and  fib.,  a  carp  of  4Jlb.,  two  or 
three  barbel  up  to  3Jlb.  Ono  bank  angler  dropped 
across  the  gudgeon  and  got  three  dozen.  Mr. 
Sigmund,  fishing  from  the  bank,  2Jlb.  of  dace  and 
roach  in  three  hours  ;  some  gentlemen,  out  with  the 
puntmen,  Frank  Brown  and  H.  Cann,  have  done 
very  well ;  we  have  also  seen  two  or  three  flounders 
taken  with  rod  and  line,  the  largest  was  7in.  long. 
There  has  not  been  so  many  barbel  taken  for 
years,  perhaps  they  are  getting  used  to  the 
altered  state  of  the  water  caused  by  the  locks, 
the  same  as  the  bream ;  several  of  the  bream 
going  31b.  Great  complaints  have  been  made  as 
ta  the  speed  and  the  stuff  that  comes  from 
the  motor  and  other  launches.  Complaints  have 
also  been  made  as  to  the  treatment  of  anglers  by 
people  in  pleasure-boats  and  punts  catching  up 
their  tackle  and  then  breaking  it  instead  of  loosening 
it :  one  party  made  a  boast  that  they  had  brokea 
up  seven  lots  of  tackle  one  evening.  Can  you 
wonder  at  anglers  being  unparliamentary  when 
they  get  such  treatment  from  so-called  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  go  about  as  if  the  river  belonged  to 
them  ? — Gaynok  &  Son. 

Arun  (Fulborough).  —  On  Sept.  17,  at  Pul- 
borough,  Mr.  Curtis  caught  three  jack,  largest,  61b. 
The  best  swims  are  between  the  railway  bridge  and 


the  Swan.  The  water  will  fish  better  after  rain.  A 
lady  from  Brighton  caught  four  nice  jack  near  the 
Swan  Bridge  on  Sept.  16. — J.  Alfield. 

Avon  (Bingfwood). — This  river  is  now  very  low 
and  clear,  and  the  roa?h  are  not  taking  ^vell.  Mr. 
P.  H.  Garcia  has  been  tho  most  successful  angler, 
taking  some  fine  roach  up  to  21b.  3oz.  Mr.  F.  Tilton 
has  been  having  some  very  good  sport  with  tho 
grayling  up  to  IJlb.  Mr.  P.  H.  Garjia  also  got 
grayling  up  to  21b.  Mr.  Morant  also  got  some  very 
goad  grayling. — M.  W.  Hayter. 

Blagdon  Reservoir. — The  fishing  return  for  the 
week  ending  Sept.  16  is  as  follows: — On  Sept.  11, 
Mr.  M.  B.  Castle,  five  trout,  31b.  2oz.,  21b.  12oz , 
21b.  Soz.,  lib.,  and  lib.  4oz.  On  Sept.  12,  Mr. 
Drake  Cutclitfe,  three,  41b.,  31b.  14oz.,and  2lb.  Soz. ; 
Calonel  Venables  Kyrke,  three,  41b.  12oz.,  31b.  4oz., 
and  31b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  two,  31b.  6oz.  and  61b. 
(from  bank).  On  Sapt.  13,  Mr.  E.  H.  C.  Smith, 
five,  lib.,  21b.  9oz.,  lib.  3}z.,  lib.  8oz.,  and 
21b.  3iz. ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  ten,  5lb.  9oz.,  21b.  4oz., 
2lb.,  2Ib.,  21b.  loz.,  21b.  2oz.,  21b.  Uoz.,  41b.  3oz., 
51b.  4oz.,  and  3lb.  7oz.  (first  four  and  last  one 
returned  to  water) ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Landon,  four, 
lib.  4oz.,  21b.,  21b.  14oz.,  and  31b.  12oz.  On 
Sept.  14,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  five,  31b.  6oz.,  lib., 
lib.  8oz.,  lib.,  and  61b.  12oz.  (second,  third,  and 
fourth  returned  ta  water);  Mr.  W.  J.  Hernsley, 
one,  2lb.  4oz ;  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill  and  friend,  one, 
lib.  12  )z.  O.i  Sept.  15,  Mr.  Berryman,  two,  51b. 
and  21b.  14oz.  (from  bank);  Mr.  J.  C.  Landon, 
.seven,  41b.  laoz..  41b.  2oz.,  41b.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  lOoz., 
21b.  4oz.,  and  1  lb.  (ioz.  ;  Mr.  M.  B.  Castle,  six, 
41b.  8oz.,  31b.  4oz.,  31b.  5oz.,  21b.  Hoz.,  21b.  4oz.,  and 
lib.  6oz.  On  Sapt.  10,  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  seven, 
41b.,  lib.  4oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  8oz..  21b.  12oz., 
31b.  12oz.,  and  3lb.  4oz.  :  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill  and  friend, 
six,  51b.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  9oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  1  lb.  4oz., 
and  1  lb.  Coz. ;  Mr.  Berryman,  one,  21b.  Soz.  (from 
bank). 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterheaoh). — A  great 
many  anglers  seen  by  the  riverside.  The  weather 
has  been  bright.  N.E.  winds  have  prevailed  most 
days,  in  consequence  the  takes  of  all  classes  have 
been  much  smaller,  also  the  size  of  the  fish  have 
only,  as  a  rule,  been  club  si/.e.  The  bags  have 
chiefly  been  3lb.  to  51b.  each.  Pike  are  moving 
better,  only  a  few  small  ones  had.  The  weed  cutter 
is  expected  far  the  second  time  this  season,  whijh 
will  make  angling  unpleasant  f  jr  a  short  time. 
Last  week  my  report  should  be  bream  only  |lb. — 
John  O.  George,  Bejhe-road,  Cambridga. 

Bare  (Norfolk,  Wrexham  District). — We  are 
having  midsummerlike  weather  by  day,  but  keen 
nights,  and  con  equently  rivers  are  law  and  clear 
and  needing  rain  very  much.  The  summer  fishing 
has  been  below  the  standard  of  former  years  for 
size,  although  the  quantity  has  been  up  to  the 
usual  mark,  but  the  big  bream  and  roach,  once  so 
abundant  in  the  Bure,  are  becoming,  I  fear,  very 
scarce.  I  have,  personally,  though  constantly 
fishing,  caught  nothing  over  31b.  since  last  February, 
and  have  not  had  a  roach  over  1  lb.  this  season 
either  to  bait  or  fly,  and  know  of  visitors  who  have 
gone  away  much  disappointed  at  the  lack  of  good 
fish.  Possibly  with  the  yachting  season  over, 
October,  if  fine,  may  show  much  better  results ;  I 
consider  it  the  best  all-round  month  for  the  Broad- 
land  se  jtion  of  the  Bure,  and  November  to  February 
the  best  for  the  uppe.-  waters  from  Colti^hall  to 
Aylshara,  except  for  fly  fishing,  for  which  July  is 
best.  Dace  are  still  taking  fly  well,  and  I  have 
caught  some  fiae  fat  fellows  going  lloz.  and  12oz. 
in  small  streams  round  Norwich,  and  also  some 
goodish  ones  up  Bure,  principally  on  Governor  and 
Coachman.  I  heard  of  a  5;^lb.  bream  being  caught 
up  there  this  week.  A  few  small  jack  have  been 
killed  spinning  in  the  evenings,  but  it  is  rather 
early  for  them  yet  with  so  much  heat.  Prospects 
would  be  improved  by  rain. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coqaet. — At  the  present  time  there  is  a  large 
number  of  salmon  in  the  Coquet.  A  good  many 
fish  have  now  got  over  the  passes  at  Acklington 
and  Felton,  and  are  beyond  Rothbury.  Anglers 
have  been  very  successful  during  the  past  ten  days. 
Three  fish  have  fallen  to  one  rod  on  several 
occasions  in  a  day,  some  of  the  fish  running  up  to 
181b.  in  weight.  The  salmon  season  on  the  Coquet 
promises  to  be  this  year  one  of  the  best. — G. 

Cornish  Streams. — A  few  peal  are  being  got  in 
the  Fowey,  which,  according  to  report,  is  suffering 
lather  less  severely  from  pollution.  On  the  Camel, 
Mr.  Oliver  got  nine  peal,  heaviest  41b. ;  Mr.  Steven- 
son, abaut  a  dozen ;  and  other  rods  have  been 
getting  fair  sport.  The  time  has  come  nearly  when 
very  few  fresh-run  peal  will  be  taken.  Trout  fishing 
is  getting  slack,  although  there  a-e  plenty  of  good- 
conditioned  trout  to  be  caught.  The  rivers  are  low 
and  char. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — Very  little  has 
been  done  during  the  past  week.  Very  few  rods 
have  been  out  since,  and  those  wha  have  ventured 
out  have  not  been  well  rewarded.    The  water  is  still 
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low  and  fine,  and  the  fish  are  very  shy.  In  the 
higher  reaches  better  sport  is  recorded.  On  Sept.  16, 
uader  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Conservators, 
Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin  and  W.  F.  TolUt,  who  were 
accompanied  by  Water-bailiS  Soper  and  Messrs. 
Charlcraft,  of  Hampshire  and  Barton,  a  good 
number  of  fish  were  netted  from  the  Tuckenhay 
mill  and  placed  in  another  part  of  the  Harboume. — 
DEvo>-iAjr. 

DeTonshire  Streams. — The  Okement,  Lew,  and 
Torridge  have  been  in  capital  condition  during  the 
past  few  days.  The  streams  have  risen,  and  trout 
are  taking  well.  One  angler  had  a  beautiful  basket 
of  forty,  most  of  which  were  in  splendid  condition, 
and  the  dishes  ranging  up  to  a  score  have  been 
had  with  fly.  There  are  a  good  number  of  peal 
in  the  streams,  but  very  few  have  been  caught. 
The  Carey  is  low  and  the  water  fine.  A  few  good 
baskets  have  been  obtained  in  the  evenings. — 

DEVONIAJf. 

Esk  (Wllitby). — Although  a  few  anglers  have 
been  out  during  the  past  week,  the  takes  in  the 
aggregate  continue  of  an  indifferent  nature,  owing 
to  the  poor  condition  of  the  water.  So  far,  the 
trout  season,  which  closes  on  Sept.  30,  has  been 
unremxmerative,  the  water  for  a  considerable  period 
having  precluded  the  possibility  of  sport.  Sea 
anglers  continue  to  enjoy  good  sport,  both  in  the 
ofiing  and  from  the  piers  and  quays.  Fishing  in 
the  offing  during  the  early  days  of  the  week,  some 
visitors  had  capital  sport,  the  baskets  consisting  of 
whiting,  gurnet,  and  a  few  mackereL  Along  the 
quayside  there  is  a  good  attendance  when  the  tides 
are  favourable,  and  some  excellent  sport  has 
resulted,  though  the  takes  have  been  somewhat 
diminutive. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — On  the  upper  portion 
of  the  river,  last  week,  a  nice  salmon  of  141b.  was 
caught ;  and  a  few  roach,  perch,  and  eels  have  also 
been  taken  at  Exwick,  St.  David's,  and  Cowley 
respectively.  Whild  in  the  canal  same  kind  of  fish, 
supplemented  by  some  good  tench,  have  also  been 
caught.  The  otter  hounds  (fourteen  and  a  half 
couples)  and  terriers  belonging  to  Mr.  Courtenay 
Tracey,  of  Hampshire,  the  Master,  secured  a  kill  in 
the  Creed y.  Bass,  mullet,  and  a  large  number  of 
mackerel  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth  docks  and 
pier,  Mr.  Curtis  and  Miss  Curtis  securing  some  good 
fish,  including  one  bass  over  4lb.,  and  the  young 
lady  two  nice  bass  among  others.  At  Teignmouth 
and  Dawlish  some  fish  have  been  taken,  mostly 
pollack  and  bass,  the  mouth  of  the  River  Teign 
proving  the  most  successful  spot.  Hundreds  of 
mullet  were  seen  at  the  Exmouth  Dock  entrance 
gates  this  morning  (Tuesday,  Sept.  19).  —  Red 
Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  trout  anglers  have 
yet  another  week  on  the  Lea,  Ash,  Rib,  Beane,  and 
Mimram,  the  season  closing  on  Thursday  next 
(Sept.  28).  It  will  probably  be  accounted  one  of 
the  worst  on  record,  a=i  very  few  trout  have  been 
taken.  One  or  two  fish  have  been  caught  during 
the  week  in  private  waters,  but  in  the  public  reaches 
nothing  has  been  done.  The  river  is  on  the  bright 
side,  and  now  getting  low. — Izaak  Walton. 

StUgg  and  Arro>«  (XaaomUmen. — Both  these 
streams  are  in  capital  condition  for  fishing.  Gray- 
ling are  rising  well  to  the  fly,  and  some  of  a  fair  size 
and  a  few  trout  have  been  landed,  and  prospects  for 
-jort  are  now  good. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleiffh  Salterton). — Although  the  best 
portions  of  the  stream  are  closed  from  Sept.  1,  yet 
there  are  several  reaches  where  riparian  owners 
allow  fly-fishing  up  to  the  end  of  the  legitimate 
season  lor  trout — namely,  Oct.  1.  There  is  also  the 
free  portion  of  the  river  near  this  place,  although 
not  much  sport  can  be  expected  from  it.  A  rod 
took  two  good  trout  with  fly  on  the  latter  on 
Monday  evening,  Sept.  18,  which  were  in  the  pink 
of  condition.  The  river  is  at  time  of  reporting 
'Sept.  20)  very  low,  and,  unless  a  freshet  occurs, 
here  will  not  be  much  chance  of  a  peal,  but  it  is  to 
oe  remembered  that  these  fish  may  be  tiied  for 
throughout  October.  Trout  are  rising  now  in  the 
forenoon  and  again  at  dusk. — Hebon. 

Onse  (Enntingdon). — There  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  weather  this  week,  but  the  like 
remark  does  not,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  apply  to  the 
condition  of  the  water,  which,  if  possible,  is  clearer 
than  ever,  and  but  very  few  fish  in  consequence 
have  been  taken.  Nothing  but  a  very  heavy  down- 
pour of  rain  of  several  hours'  duration  can  in  my 
opinion  improve  matters. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Flymonth.. — Sport  has  been  fair  during  the  past 
week  ;  toma  very  fine  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  on  the  Tavy.  A  few  peal  still  continue  to  be 
'  aught,  but  not  in  any  great  numbers.    Sport  has 

)so  been  very  fair  on  the  Dart  and  the  other 
/ivers. — William  Heabdek. 

Bvvem  (Shropshire). — The  recent  fine  weather 
has  allowed  the  stream  to  clear,  and  conditions  at 
the  time  of  writing  are  favourable.  Many  rods  have 
been  out  and  fly  fishers  have  enjoyed  capital  sport, 
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Trout  and  grayling  have  risen  freely,  the  killing  flies 
being  March  Brown  and  Whirling  Blue.  The  former 
is  a  favourite  fly  on  the  Severn  and  will  kill  all  the 
year  round.  Last  season  many  grayling  fishers  met 
with  success  by  using  maggot  on  the  fly,  but 
curiously  enough,  this  lure  has  this  year  failed 
almost  completely.  Pike  fishing  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  successful  of  late.  The  meres  should 
now  be  visited  for  mixed  bags. — Hafben. 

Stour  (Bares,  SnfFolk). — Water  very  low,  no 
stream  running,  and  stagnant.  Fish  of  all  kinds 
dead  off  feed.  Nothing  will  be  done  until  the  river 
gets  a  thorough  washing  out. — W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry). — The  heavy  rains  and 
more  suitable  tides  have  greatly  improved  the 
fishing,  Mr.  T.  Bohling  (City  of  London)  has  had 
fairly  good  sport,  but  nob  up  to  his  previous 
records.  Mr.  Moyes  and  Mr.  Fred  Kirby  seve-al 
good  takes  of  roach,  heaviest  fish,  1  lb.  9oz. ;  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade,  good  baskets  of  roach,  heaviest  fish, 
1  lb.  6oz. ;  Mr.  EUams  (Royal  Oak),  on  Sept.  24, 
mixed  bag  171b.,  one  dace  lljoz.  Final  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  the  Model  Angling  Club 
of  Canterbury  for  the  competition  to  be  held  on 
Oct.  1.  It  is  to  be  roving,  and  open  to  all  comers. 
Several  capital  prizes  have  been  promised,  and  will 
be  presented  to  the  winners  at  conclusion  of  the 
match  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm. — J.  Kirby  (Keeper). 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — With 
a  week  of  fine  weather  rivers  are  on  the  bright  side. 
The  Cuckmere  has  yielded  bream,  roach,  and  dace, 
Messrs.  Holmes,  Markwick,  Adamson,  Snelgrove, 
and  Geo.  Eustace  being  the  principal  captors,  but 
there  has  been  nothing  taken  worthy  especial  notice. 
Mr.  Burgess  has  had  a  few  perch  from  the  Ouse  at 
Barcombe  Mills,  and  from  the  upper  reaches  a  few 
small  pike,  up  to  5|lb.,  and  a  few  good  roach  are 
notified.  Chichester  Canal  has  recovered  from  the 
recent  influx  of  gas  water,  and  at  the  Basin  is  now 
clear  and  fishable.  A  few  good  eels  have  been 
taken  during  the  week,  small  perch,  bream,  and  a 
few  roach.  A  pike  of  51b.  and  a  brace  of  smaller 
fish  are  accredited  to  a  visitor  in  the  reach  below 
Donnington.  The  heaviest  bream  of  the  week 
weighed  2|lb.  SmeTb  and  small  bass  have  given 
sport  in  Chichester  Harbour. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order 
for  fishing.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  good.  Trout 
do  not  come  on  very  well,  and  only  a  few  have  been 
taken  lately.  Prospects  for  sport  now  good.  Fishing 
on  Sept.  14,  two  anglers  with  the  fly  landed  eighty- 
six  trout  and  grayling  ;  on  Sept.  15,  an  angler  took 
twenty-eight  nice  trout  and  grayling ;  and  on 
Sept.  16  two  anglers  landed  forty-six  grayling  and 
trout.  On  Monday  an  angler  below  Ludford  landed 
fifteen  grayling  and  trout  with  fly,  and  on  Tuesday 
some  fair-sized  fish  were  taken  with  the  fly. — S. 
Ludlow. 

TorcrosB  Ley. — Water  in  good  condition,  A 
very  strong  breeze  every  day.  The  fish  are  well  on 
the  feed.  Mr.  Temple  Page  has  caught  a  good 
many  very  fine  rudd  during  the  past  week,  and  in 
the  afternoons  he  has  been  fishing  for  pike,  and  has 
caught  twenty-two  the  last  four  aftsrnoons,  the 
three  largest,  61b.,  71b.,  and  8lb. — Wm.  Vickeby. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  cold,  foggy  nights  of 
Thursday  and  Friday  last  prevented  much  success 
with  the  barbel  in  the  Newark  district,  and  but  few 
have  been  secured  since,  though  they  have  been  of 
a  better  sample.  Mr.  Slater,  fishing  the  Holme 
length,  has  had  fish  up  to  61b.  2oz.  and  others  close 
upon  6lb.  His  takes  have  contained  fair  chub,  best 
21b.  10|oz.,  and  some  nice  dace.  Of  the  la!^te^,  the 
Trent  just  now  contains  an  immense  quantity, 
and,  if  not  large,  they  are  very  game  and  give  fine 
sport.  Pike  are  moving  fairly  well,  and  from  Musk- 
ham,  Carlton,  and  Collingham  come  good  news,  and 
from  the  latter  place  I  hear  of  a  barbel,  71b.  4oz. 
Roach  have  been  bagged  with  paste  and  wheat,  but 
though  I  have  seen  some  approaching  1  lb.,  none 
have  reached  it.  Bream  fishers  have  done  nothing. 
— Trektsidee. 


Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Tynes  are  now  in  fine  fishing  trim, 
and  anglers  are  having  a  good  time  of  it,  sovoral 
good  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  North  Tyno  with 
fly.  Mr.  Barnett,  fishing  a  private  streV-h  of  the 
Tyne,  landed  two  fine  salmon,  scaling  151b.  each. 
Mr.  Chaytor  and  Mr.  Tweddell,  fishing  near  the 
Dovilswater,  killed  several  good  fish.  Another  kill 
on  the  Corbridge  water,  with  fly  (Poynder),  was  a 
fine  salmon  of  iSlb.  Some  good  Vjaskets  of  coarse 
fish  are  also  recorded.  The  Coquet  is  also  in  good 
order,  and  good  sport  has  been  experienced  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Acklington;  Mr.  Bird  killed  one 
fine  salmon  of  21Jlb.,  Mr.  Gibson  one  salmon 
of  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  Jameson  had  good  sport ;  Mr.  Birber, 
two  good  fish,  all  fly.  The  killing  flies  are  Silver 
Wilkinson,  Dusty  MiUer,  Butcher,  and  Jock  Scott. 
— Hy.  a.  Mubton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river,  in  consequence  of  the 
bright  weather,  has  again  become  very  low, 
and  the  recent  fresh,  apparently,  did  not  bring 
up  a  big  run  of  fish,  so  that  since  Saturday 
last  httle  or  no  sport  has  been  obtained.  The 
following  "kills"  are  reported: — Sept.  13,  Mr. 
R.  Rickards,  two,  lOJlb.  and  I2^\b.,  in  Coedy- 
pi  ior  and  Penyllyn ;  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one, 
18^1b.,  in  Parker's  Hole;  Mrs.  Lister,  three,  111b. 
each,  two  in  the  Crows  and  one  in  the  Llwynch  ; 
Mr.  T.  Rees.  two,  131b.  and  01b.,  in  Twm  Bica; 
Sept.  14.— Mr.  Mordaunt,  four,  2alb.,  121b.,  81b., 
and  51b.  in  the  Whibbs,  Weir  Steam  and  Weir  Pool ; 
Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  two,  121b.  and  131b.,  in  Parker's 
Hole;  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one,  12ilb.,  in  the  Llwynch; 
Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one,  81b.,  in  Twm  Bica.  Sept.  15. — Mrs. 
Lister,  one,  101b.,  in  Batt's  Hole.  Sept.  16. — Mr. 
Pryce  Jenkins,  one,  101b.,  in  the  Rock  Pool ;  Mr. 
Rickards  was  imlucky  enough  to  lose  a  fish  in 
Penyllyn  just  as  it  was  about  to  be  gaffed. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — A  roa3h  of  l^lb.  has 
been  taken  with  many  smaller,  these  fish  feeding 
well  of  late,  while  jack  also  show  a  like  tendency. 
The  water  is  lower  than  previously  this  season. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  been  in  capital  trim  for  the  fly  during  the  past 
week,  and  some  very  nice  mixed  baskets  of  both  trout 
and  grayUng  have  been  obtained,  the  Wye  and  upper 
reaches  of  the  Derwent  affording  good  sport,  and 
baskets  ranging  from  three  to  six  brace  per  rod  have 
been  taken.  Mr.  H.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Hassam,  fishing 
the  Darleydale  Club  water,  took  a  pretty  httle 
dish  of  fish  ea.2h.  These  gentlemen,  also  fishing  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water, 
below  Cromford,  have  secured  several  brace  each  of 
good- sized  grayling.  Mr.  A.  E.  Coats  and  other 
members  of  this  association  have  had  very  nice 
catches  of  trout  and  grayling,  mostly  the  latter. 
The  prospect  is  favourable  as  the  weather  appears 
more  settled,  and  hkely  to  continue,  and  the  water 
in  good  order.  Useful  flies :  Ash  Dun,  Apple  Green, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Ant,  Red  and  Grey  Quill,  and 
Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oise, 
etc.  (Yorks). — I  am  sorry  to  record  the  death  of 
William  Randall,  Esq.,  Hestholme,  Aysgarth,  who 
died  suddenly  on  Friday  last  (Sept.  15)  in  the  fifty- 
first  year  of  his  age.  Although  the  blessings  of 
speech  and  hearing  were  withheld  from  him,  he  was  a 
thorough  sportsman,  and  no  keener  angler  ever  made 
a  cast  on  the  Yore.  The  Yore  has  run  down  very 
rapidly  during  the  last  few  days,  and  is  now  very 
low  and  bright.  Fly  fishing  lor  grayUng  is,  how- 
ever, followed  with  success,  and  sport  keeps  very 
good,  although  not  up  to  the  standard  of  last  week, 
as  the  fish  very  seldom  take  the  Red  Tag,  and  are  not 
so  keen  on  the  Red  Palmer  as  they  were  last  weak. 
My  pattern  of  the  Dark  Needle  kills  better  than 
anything  else,  and  I  can  confidently  recommend 
this  fly  on  any  grayling  water.  Next  to  it,  the 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Willow  Fly,  Snipe  Bloa,  Blue  Jlidge, 
and  the  Woodcock  and  Orange  are  the  best  fhes. 
GrayUng  have  been  feeding  well  in  the  lower  reaches 
at  Masham,  Hackfall,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  The 
best  baskets  have  been  got  with  the  fly.  At 
Boroughbridge  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
sport  on  the  whole  has  been  fairly  good  amongst 
the  roach,  chub,  and  barbel.  The  River  Swale  has 
been  in  very  fair  condition,  and  sport  has  been 
fairly  good.  At  Easby,  Catterick,  and  Ainderby 
some  nice  catches  of  grayUng  have  been  made. 
Mr.  W.  Hardcastle,  of  Catterick,  killed  twenty  nice 
fish  on  Sept.  15.  The  members  of  the  Darlington 
SUver  Trout  Association  unfortunately  had  heavy 
water  and  a  gale  to  contend  with  in  their  annual 
competition  on  this  river,  which  took  place  at 
Brough.  Out  of  twenty-two  competitors  twenty 
caught  fish.  First,  J.  Timms,  gold  medal,  21b. 
8Joz.  ;  equal  second  and  third,  Messrs.  W.  Moore 
and  Kirkup,  21b.  7oz. ;  equal  fourth  and  fifth,  J. 
Corrigan  and  F.  Marsiden,  21b.  5^z.  The  special 
prizes  were  awarded  as  follows  :  Largest  barbel,  J. 
Other  ;  trout,  G.  Kirkup  ;  chub,  F.  Marsien ;  eel,  W. 
MoKenzie;  best  mixed  basket.  Almond  and  Moore. 
The  Wharfe  is  now  running  very  low  and  clear. 
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l5uring  the  last  few' days  it  has  been  in  splendid 
condition  for  fly  fishing,  and  some  very  nice 
sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  the  gray- 
ling. Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Rusty  Poult,  Pale 
Autumn  Dun  have  proved  to  be  the  best  kilkrs. 
In  the  lower  reaches  somo  vary  nice  sport  has 
been  met  with  at  Wooclhall,  Collingham,  Boston 
Spa  and  Tadcaster.  At  the  latter  place,  also  Ulles- 
kelf,  the  bottom  fishermen  have  had  good  sport 
amongst  coarse  fish,  the  dace  feeding  well.  The 
Nidd  has  been  in  very  good  condition  during  the 
last  few  days,  and  some  good  baskets  of  grayling 
have  been  caught  atRibston  and  VValshford  Bridge. 
Mr.  Mitchell,  fishing  the  other  day,  had  very  nice  sport 
■with  the  fly  in  the  Harrogate  Association  waters. 
The  best  fly  was  Cinnamon  Fly.  The  reservoirs  of 
Swinsty  have  been  fishing  fairly  well  during  the 
week,  and  some  heavy  fish  have  been  caught 
during  the  last  few  days.  On  Sept.  17,  several 
members  and  friends  of  the  Roscoe  Angling  Club 
(Leeds)  had  their  annual  outing  to  Kirk  Harn- 
merton.  The  day  was  gloriously  fine,  and,  con- 
sidering the  same,  sport  was  very  good.  All 
membeis  caught  fish  but  one.  Fiist  prize  was 
taken  by  Mr.  H.  Collier,  41b.  9oz.  ;  second  prize, 
Mr.  Ernest  Miller,  3lb.  7Joz. ;  third  prize,  Mr. 
Gunnee,  31b.  22oz. ;  fourth  prize,  Mr.  J.  Hill, 
21b.  12oz.  Twenty-three  members  fished,  and  the 
total  weight  of  the  catches  was  32lb.  2'joz.  Special 
prizes  were  awarded  as  follows  :  largest  fish,  Mr. 
Ernest  Miller;  largest  dace,  Mr.  M.  Handley.  The 
visitors'  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  Myers. — John  E. 
Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Conou. — The  Beauly  was  again  in 
very  good  ply  during  the  week,  and  some  very  good 
sport  was  obtained,  although  on  some  days  the 
weather  was  boisterous.  In  the  tidal  waters  thiee 
grilse  and  sixteen  sea-trout  were  creeled  by  the 
Moniack  Castle  and  Balblair  House  rods,  the  grilse 
scaling  Olb.,  Ci^lh.,  and  71b.,  and  the  sea-trout 
running  from  1  lb.  to  21b.  12oz.  On  the  Home  and 
Falls  beats  two  fine  salmon  of  15lb.  and  141b., 
seven  giilse  running  from  51b.  to  71b.,  and  twenty- 
thiee  sea- trout  were  creeled.  The  following  are  the 
details: — On  Sept.  11,  one  salmon  of  15lb.,  one  grilse 
of  61b.,  and  fourteen  sea-trout  ranging  from  1  lb.  2oz. 
up  to  21b  8oz.  were  creeled.  On  Sept.  12,  one  salmon 
of  14lb.,  and  two  sea-trout  of  21b.  8oz.  and  21b. 
On  Sept.  1),  one  gril  e  of  5lb.  On  Sept.  14,  two 
grilse  of  .5lb.  and  71b.,  and  three  sea  trout  of  lib. 
8oz.,  21b  ,  and  21b.  12oz.  were  creeled.  On  Sept.  15, 
one  grilse  of  71b.,  and  two  sea-trout  of  2lb.  and 
21b.  :ioz.  were  gras-ed.  On  Sept.  1(5,  two  grilse  of 
Clb.  and  71b.,  and  three  sea- trout  of  1  lb.  2oz.,  1  Jib  , 
and  21b.  4oz.  were  creeled.  On  the  upper  waters 
Lord  Fitzhardinge  had  seven  salmon  and  grilse,  the 
take  up  to  date  being  fifty  salmon  and  grilse,  besides 
sea-trout.  The  Messrs.  Barry  had  also  a  very  good 
week,  and  now  considerably  exceed  130  salmon  and 
grilse  for  the  season,  besides  good  baskets  of  sea- 
trout.  Mr.  Henderson  and  party  did  well  at  Brau- 
len;  Mr.  Pulley  and  party  at  Erchle?s;  and  Mrs. 
Clarke  and  party  at  Fasnakyle.  Conon. — The 
Conon  river  was  in  very  good  angling  order  for  the 
whole  week,  and  a  number  of  very  nice  baskets  were 
had.  On  the  Strathconon  waters  Capt.  Combe  and 
liis  guests  had  a  salmon  of  91b.,  and  six  grilse, 
weighing  from  4  Jib.  to  61b.  8oz.  Mr.  Enghsh  and 
]5arty  were  also  successful  on  the  Soatwell  waters ; 
and  Mr.  Stilling  on  the  Fairbum  waters.  There 
^7as  also  a  good  run  of  sea-trout,  the  fish  ruiming 
from  12oz.  up  to  21b.  2oz.  Lochs  Monar  and 
]\IoiLLiE. — Major  Stirling  and  party,  Monar  Lodge, 
and  Mr.  W.  C.  Newbigging  and  party,  Patt  Lodge, 
continue  to  have  very  good  baskets  of  trout  on 
liOch  Monar,  the  best  basket  reported  during 
1  he  week  being  one  of  14 jib.,  the  heaviest  fish 
ill  the  creel  scaling  21b.  Soz.  Mr.  Henderson  and 
I  arty,  Braulen  Lodge,  had  several  nice  baskets 
on  Loch  Moillie,  the  best  trout  scaling  1  lb.  6oz. 
Harris  Hotel  Water. — Fishing  the  Harris  Hotel 
water  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  9,  two  salmon, 
weighing  111b.  4oz.,  were  creeled,  as  well  as  217 
sea-trout,  aggregating  1311b.  Soz.  The  best  creels 
were:  Mr.  Poole,  three  trout,  81b.  12oz. ;  Dr.  Charteris, 
twelve  sea-trout,  101b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Stephenson,  one 
'  f  fourteen,  201b.,  one  of  eight,  6pb.,  one  of  fifteen, 
111b.,  and  one  of  eleven,  121b.;  Messrs.  Rankin 
and  Woodman  Smith,  twelve,  11  lb.  In  four  days' 
nngling  Mr.  Stephenson  had  forty-eight  nice  sea- 
trout,  scaling  491b.  Soz.  LocHS  Rosque,  Achanalt, 
I^'jiCHART,  AND  Garve. — These  four  Ross  shire 
loohs  continue  to  afford  very  fine  sport  to  a  fair 
( oteris  of  angling  enthusiasts.  Fishing  on  Loch 
Kosque  on  four  days  of  the  past  week  Sir  Arthur 
Bignold's  guests  had  a  number  of  very  good  baskets, 
i|je  best  being  one  of  161b.,  and  the  heaviest  trout 
a  beauty  of  41b.  9oz.  Messrs.  Beaufort  and  Som- 
inorville  had  two  very  good  baskets  on  the  Bran 
and  Loch  Achanalt,  while  several  outside  anglers 
had  some  very  fair  sport.    One  visitor  had  four 


trout,  scaling  131b.,  the  best  weighing  41b.  9oz. 
Pike  continue  to  give  great  annoyance,  although 
100  large  ones  were  taken  off  last  year,  and  about 
the  same  number  this  year.  The  trout  on  the  loch  are 
per.'ect  beauties,  and  afford  gra,nd  play.  Last  season 
Messrs.  Sommerville  and  Beaufort  had  108  trout, 
which  gave  the  grand  average  of  31b.  Soz.  This  affords 
ample  proof  of  what  the  trout  in  this  loch  are  like. 
Lord  Northampton's  party  at  Lochluichart  Lodge, 
as  well  as  several  parties  from  the  Garve  Hotel, 
were  out  on  Lochluichart  every  day  of  the  past 
week.  The  windy,  wet  weather  prevailing  seems 
to  suit  the  loch  well,  for  baskets  of  81b.,  1 1  lb.,  and 
12Jlb.  were  reported.  One  angler  had  three  pike  of 
81b.,  121b.,  and  121b.  The  heaviest  trout  landed 
was  one  of  21b.  2oz.  Loch  Garve  continues  to  bo 
fished  by  anglers  from  Strathpeffer  and  Garve 
Hotel,  while  two  or  three  private  boats  were  also 
out.  Here,  too,  pike  are  making  themselves 
obnoxious,  and  greatly  interfere  with  sport.  Baskets 
of  8lb.,  SJlb.,  !llb.,  and  101b.  were  landed,  among 
the  takes  being  several  nise  plump  trout  of  over 
1  lb.  Loch  Shiel. — Fishing  from  Loch  Shiel  Hotel, 
Acharacle,  on  Sept.  7,  Mr.  Roberts  had  two  sea- 
trout  of  5lb.,  as  well  as  some  nice  brown  trout ;  Mr. 
Calder  and  Mr.  Currie  had  three,  weighing  21b. ; 
and  Mr.  Smith  three  of  41b.  On  Sept  8,  Mr. 
Roberts,  fishing  the  same  water,  had  two  weighing 
2Jlb. ;  Me.-srs.  Calder  and  Currie  two  of  about  the 
same  weight,  and  one  brown  trout  ;  while  Mr. 
Smith  had  six  weighing  51b.  On  Sept.  0,  Mr. 
Roberts  had  tliree  beautiful  sea- trout  of  71b.,  aa 
well  as  two  brown  trout ;  one  of  the  sea-trout  was 
a  beautiful  fi.sh  of  5lb.  On  the  same  date  Mr. 
Calder  had  a  sea-trout  of  21b.,  and  Mr.  Smith  one 
of  IJlb.  On  Sept.  11,  Mr.  Calder  had  a  perfect 
beauty  of  4ilb.  ;  Mr.  Cunie  one  of  l|lb.,  and  two  of 
1  lb.  each,  Mr.  Roberts  had,  on  the  same  date,  nine 
of  9ilb  ,  one  scaling  3 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Smith  five  of  31b. 
On  Sept.  12,  Mr.  Roberts  was  successful  in  grassing 
a  beautiful  salmon  of  1 1  lb.  Soz.  Loch  Maree. — 
Fishing  on  Loch  Maree,  from  Mr.  McAllister's  Loch 
Maree  Hotel,  on  Sept.  9,  Mr.  Maclagan  had  six  sea- 
trout,  weighing  61b. ;  Mr.  Flood,  jun.,  six,  41b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Morgan,  six,  sjlb.  Fishing  from  Kinlochewe 
Hotel,  on  Sept.  11,  Capt.  Cecil  Lyon  had  seven  sea- 
trout,  9Jlb.,  the  heaviest  being  a  regular  beauty  of 
31b.  ;  Mr.  Morgan,  nine,  lOlb.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Maclagan, 
ten,  91b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Flood,  ten,  7lb. ;  and  Mr.  Macnsur, 
four,  31b.  Fishing  from  Loch  Maree  Hotel,  on 
Sept.  12,  Mr.  Maclagan  had  a  basket  of  twenty-four 
sea-trout,  13Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Macnair,  four,  2^1b.  ;  Mr. 
Thomson,  three,  4  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Morgan,  two,  1  lb.  each  ; 
and  Mr.  Flood,  eight,  111b.  From  the  same  hotel, 
on  Sept.  13,  Mr.  Maclagan  landed  fourteen,  8lb.  ; 
Mr.  Morgan,  six,  4lb.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Flood,  nine,  101b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Thomson,  five,  31b.  On  the  same  date, 
fishing  from  Kinlochewe  Hotel,  Mr.  Poison  had 
nine  sea-trout,  7 Jib.,  the  largest  weighing  2 Jib. 
On  Sept.  14,  Mr.  Flood,  sen.,  had  four,  3pb.  ;  Mr. 
Flood,  jun.,  four,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Morgan,  ten,  91b  ; 
and  Mr.  Thomson,  nineteen,  lolb.  Fishing  on 
Sept.  15,  Mr.  Flood,  jun.,  had  sixteen  sea-trout, 
15lb.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Flood,  sen.,  seven,  71b.  Soz. ;  Mr. 
Thomson,  a  nice  basket  of  fourteen,  101b. ;  and  Mr. 
Matthews,  five,  4lb.  For  the  week  this  makes 
the  excellent  take  of  221  sea-trout,  scaling  1921b. 
Hebridean  Sporting  Association. — Fishing  from 
Rodel  House  on  Sept.  6,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Reid  landed 
seven  sea-trout  scaling  61b.  ;  Messrs.  Butler  and 
Brown  had  five,  scaling  21b.  Poz.  ;  and  Mr.  Berkley, 
four,  scaling  21b.  ;  Mr.  Bond  had  two  of  21b.  6oz. ; 
Messrs.  Galloway  and  Manning,  two,  weighing  21b. 
2oz.  From  Finsbay  Lodge,  on  the  same  date,  the 
Messrs.  Dowding  landed  eight  sea-trout,  scaling 
51b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  five,  scaling  31b.  3oz. ;  Mr. 
Lilley,  four,  of  lib.  12oz. ;  and  Colonel  Campbell, 
four,  weighing  1  lb.  5oz.  From  Rodel  House,  on 
Sept.  7,  Mr.  Galloway  had  six  sea-trout,  scaling 
61b.  Soz.,  heaviest,  21b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Berkley,  on  the 
same  date,  had  eight,  weighing  41b.  2oz. ;  Messrs. 
Butler  and  Brown,  four,  weighing  41b.  14oz.,  heaviest 
21b.  4oz.  ;  and  Messrs.  Walker  and  Manning,  three, 
scaling  21b.  2oz.  From  Finsbay  Lodge,  on  the  same 
date,  Mr.  Kennedy  had  twelve,  scaling  91b.  13oz., 
heaviest,  21b.  4oz.  ;  Messrs.  Dowding  had  seven, 
scaling  6lb.  2oz.,  best  trout,  1  lb.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Malcolm 
had  three  scaling  31b.  2oz.,  the  heaviest  fish  weighed 
1  lb.  7oz.  ;  Colonel  Campbell  had  six  weighing 
4lb.  9oz.,  heaviest,  lib.  Ooz. ;  and  Mr.  Lilley  had 
two  weighing  13oz.  From  Rodel  House,  on  Sept.  8, 
Mr.  Kennedy  had  six  scahng  31b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Manning, 
six  of  31b.  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Reid,  five,  weighing  31b. ; 
Mr.  Dudley  Yorke,  three  of  1  lb.  14oz.  ;  and  Mr. 
Malcolm,  one  of  lOoz.  From  Finsbay  Lodge,  Mr. 
Dowding  had  fifteen,  scaling  71b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Lilley, 
four,  of  21b.  14oz. ;  and  Colonel  Campbell,  four, 
weighing  1  lb.  9oz.  Fishing  from  Rodel  House,  on 
Sept.  11,  Mr.  Dudley  Yorke  had  a  salmon  of  41b.,  as 
well  as  nine  sea-trout  scaling  111b.,  the  heaviest 
being  a  beauty  of  3^1b. ;  Mr.  Galloway  had  six 
scaling  6lb. ;  Messrs.  Greenhill  and  Bertram  had  a 
creel  of  twelve  weighing  61b.,  heaviest  I  lb. ;  Mr. 


Berkley  had  three,  scaling  1  lb.  12oz.  ;  and 
Mr.  Manning  one  of  1  lb.  4oz.  From  Finsbay 
Lodge,  on  Sept.  1 1 ,  Mr.  Begg  had  eight,  weighing 
5|lb.,  heaviest  I  Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Wallace  had  six,  weighing 
41b.  loz  ,  heaviest  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Malcolm  had  seven  of 
41b.,  heaviest  1  lb.  2oz. ;  and  Messrs.  Lilley  and 
Fergu-on  eldve.i,  weighing  41b.  From  Rodel,  on 
Sept.  12,  although  the  weather  was  very  stormy, 
Mr.  Galloway  had  eleven  sea-trout  s ::aling  51b.  2oz. 
From  Finsbay,  on  the  same  date,  Mr.  Walla.  e  had 
eleven  sea-trout  scaling  4lb.  2  jz. ;  Mr.  Mai  ;olm  had 
eight  sea-trout  scaling  4^1b.  ;  Mr.  Begg  had  four 
very  small  ones  scaling  1  lb.  loz. ;  and  Messrs. 
Ferguson  and  Lilley  four  of  IJlb.  The  total  for  the 
week  works  out  at  the  excellent  one  of  288  sea-trout 
s;aling  1791b.  13oz.,  basides  two  salmon  of  91b.  . 
Locii  Morar. — Fishing  from  the  Station  Hotel, 
Mallaig,  on  Loch  Morar,  on  Sept.  9,  Mr.  Poison  had 
a  basket  of  nine  nice  sea-trout,  weighing  9Jlb.,  the 
heaviest  scaling  21b. — A.  R.  Jjj 

Border   Esk  and  Iiiddle. — There  have  beeaf' 
several  s  nail  rises  in  the  rivers  of  late,  but  no  flood 
as  yet,  and  salmon  and  herling  are  not  running 
freely.    In  the  Longtown  water  Mr.  R.  H.  Monk-; 
house  had  a  basket  of  herling ;  Rev.  J.  C.  Graham,  *. 
Arthuret,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  171b.  above-? 
Longtown  Bridge  with  fly;  and  Mr.  J.  Dixon  oneX 
of  11  lb.  in  the  Netherbv  water  with  minnow;^ 
Colonel  Collin,  V.C.,  landed  a  fine  sea-trout  and' 
some  herling,  and  at  another  fishing  a  salmon  o£j 
lOlb.  ;  Mr.  C.  Graham  had  a  small  salmon;  Mr." 
Makant  caught  thres  sea-trout  and  some  herling  in' 
his  stretch  of  Netherby  water;  Mr.    Read  had 
three    sea  -  trout    and    some     herling ;    Mr.  J.^ 
Mason  had  half  a  dozen  sea-trout  and  some  her- 
ling ;  Mr.  T.  Robinsjn  and  others  have  had  good 
baskets  of  sta-trout  and  herling  in  the  Metal  Bridge 
division  of  the  Esk.    Fishing  in  Canonbie  water,, 
Mr.  Adam  Keen  had  two  sea-trout  and  six  herling ; ' 
Mr.  J.  B;ockbank,  two  S3a  trout  and  a  dozen  her- 
ling; Mr.  D.  Murray,  a  grilse  (5lb.)  and  a  dozen  her-' 
ling  ;  Mr.  D.  Little,  six  sea-trout  and  ten  herling  ; 
Mr.  Walter  Irving,  Rowanburn,  ten  sea-trout  andi 
four  herling;  Mr.  J.  Steel,  four  sea-trout  and  a 
dozen  herl.ng ;    Mr.   R.   Nelson,  twelve  herling. 
Fishing  in  the  Double  Water,  Mr.  H.  Foster  had; 
one  grilse,  three  sea-trout,  and  some  herling;! 
Mr.  S.  McKune  landed  a  salmon  weighing  lolb.  in. 
the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk;  Mr.  A.  Porteous  had' 
four  sea-trout  and  some  herlin|;.    Fishing  in  Lang- 
holm water,  Mr.  A.  Thompson  had  three  sea  trouo  ; 
Mr.  Morris5n,  two  sea  trout  and  some  yellow  trout 
in  the  same  water;  Mr.  C.  Elliot,  three  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Rattray,  tsv'O  sea-trout 
Mr.  Nelson,  a  sea-trout,  1  Jib. ;  Mr.  T.  Hutton,  Tyne- 
mouth,  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Ewes;' 
Mr.  W.  Hyslop  creeled  over  two  dozen  yellow  trout 
in  Wauchope  ;  Mr.  T.  Telford  had  two  sea-trout,  and 
Mr.  R.  J.  Beattie  had  three  sea-trout  and  some  1 
yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water.     In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle  Mr.  W.  Elliot  has  had  several 
sea-trout  during  the  week ;  Mr.  J.  Beattie  two  sea- 
trout  and  SDme  herling;  Mr.  R.  Inglis  had  seven 
sea-trout  and  some  herling  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Liddle;  Mr.  Bos,  three  sea-trout  and  two  herling; 
3Ir.  A.  Hardie,  one  herhng  and  some  fine  yellowtrout; 
Mr.  J.  Cowan  had  twenty-one  sea-trout  and  some 
herling;  Mr.  BeU  creeled  two  herling  and  ten  and  a 
half  dozen  yellow  trout.    Some  fairly  good  basket} 
of  sea-trout  and  herling  have  been  had  between 
Penton  and  Liddlefoot.    In  the  Double  water,  at 
Willow  Pool,  Mr.  J.  Elston  had  three  sea-trout  and 
a  few  herling.    Mr.  J.  Jardine,  tlu-ee  sea-trout  and 
half  a  dozen  herling,  above  the  Thistle  pool  on  the , 
Esk  ;  and  Mr.  R.  Ferguson,  two  sea- trout  and  som^ 
herling.    In  Liddle  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Taylor  had 
a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Walker,  two  sea- 
trout  and  six  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  four  sea- 
trout  and  some  herUog ;  Mr.  W.  Stodart,  three  sea- 
trout  and  four  herling.    Mr.  W.  E.  Satterthwaite 
had  a  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Hermitage  water. 
Mr.  Dickie  had  two  sea-trout,  a  few  herling,  and 
some  yellow  trout  in  Liddle. — Gilnockie. 

Hebridean  Sporting'  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  for  the  week  ended 
Sept.  16  has  been  as  follows: — Rodel,  two  salmon, 
weighing  lOlb.  4oz.,  heaviest,  61b.  4oz.,  and  ninety- 
three  sea-trout,  weighing  721b.  7oz.,  heaviest, 
31b.  Soz. ;  and  Finsbay,  134  sea-trout,  weighing 
7Slb.  3oz.,  heaviest,  2lb.  Soz. — G.  D.  Stirling.  J 

Island  of  Harris. — The  total  take  on  the  Harris  j 
Hotel  waters  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  14  was  two  '! 
salmon,  weighing  121b.,  and  222  sea-trout,  weighing 
llSlb.   Messrs.  Rankin  and  Woodman  Smith,  fishing  i 
from  the  same  boat,  had  baskets  of  twenty-eight  -] 
fish,  14JIb.,  twenty-eight,  111b.,  nine,  5lb.,  and  ! 
thirteen,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Stephenson  had  baskets  of  eleven 
fish,  12lb.,  and  seven,  8 Jib.  ;  an  angler  had  a  basket  j 
of  four,  Sjlb. ;  and  Mr.  Buchanan  had  eight  fish, 
weighing  6|lb. 

LocbinTcr  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  Sept.  11,  Mr.  | 
Foster  had  nine  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  four  sea-  1 
trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Bidwell,  fourteen  trout,  6Jlb.  On 
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Sept.  12,  Mr.  Bidwell,  thirteen  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Goodall,  nineteen,  "ilb. ;  Mr.  Foster,  four,  Ulh.  ; 
"MacXab,"  one  salmon,  2,31b.;  Mr.  Burkitt,  nine 
trout,  SJlb.  ;  Dr.  Archdall,  three  sea-trout,  not 
weighed.  On  Sept.  13,  Mr.  Bidwell,  sixteen  trout, 
5lb. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  one  salmon,  13ilb.,  and  one 
grilse,  olb.  On  Sept.  14,  Mr.  Goodall,  sixteen  trout, 
s^lb. ;  Mr.  Foster,  thirteen,  not  weighed.  On 
Sept.  15,  "  MacNab,"  one  salmon,  81b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mis.  Fester,  three  sea-trout,  i^lh.  ;  Mr.  Bidwell, 
sixteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  twelve,  5^1b.  ; 
Dr.  Archdall,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  Sept.  10,  Mr. 
Foster,  fourteen  trout,  i^lh. ;  Mr.  Bidwell,  fifteen, 
£^lb.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  five,  2Jlb.— J.  Mackenzie. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Sfort  has  been 
most  disappointing  in  the  face  of  anticipations  to 
the  contrary,  yet  the  clear  bright  weather  and  small 
waters  are  to  blame,  and  not  so  much  the  la?k  of 
fish — at  least  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee.  There 
i3  now  a  milder  tone,  and  a  shower  or  two  will  work 
wonders  everywhere.  About  a  score  of  fish  were 
got  on  two  or  three  sections  of  the  river  la=t  week, 
including  four  on  Kingcausie,  nine  on  Park  (Mr. 
Reviere  and  party),  and  several  on  Drum  and 
Crathes  ;  but  few,  if  any,  fre-h  autumn  fish  beyond. 
On  the  Cults  free  water,  Mr.  Robb  had  a  nice  fish 
of  81b.  to  the  sea-trout  fly.  Mr.  Wiseman  and  some 
others  have  had  several  fair  baskets  of  finnock,  but 
nothing  of  any  moment.  On  the  Don  not  a  single 
fish  has  been  landed  during  the  past  two  weeks 
by  any  of  the  regular  rods,  and  nothing  can  be 
done  till  a  rise  in  the  river  takes  place.  There  are 
a  few  fish  on  the  Kintore  water ;  they  can  be  seen 
and  counted,  but  no  lure  will  tempt  them  to  rise. 
The  Countess  of  Sussex  has  taken  the  Cruives, 
which  will  put  an  end  to  the  sniggering  which 
has  gone  on  there  for  so  long,  a  series  of  seasons  in 
succession.  The  Ythan  is  yielding  nothing  except 
on  the  tidal  waters,  ard  there  good  sea-trout 
angling  is  being  had  daily.  On  the  Ugie  a  few 
finnock  have  run  up,  and  wormers  aie  making  the 
best  of  it,  but  the  open-handed  poaching  which  goes 
on  i3  beginning  to  tell  heavily  on  this  once  prolific 
little  stream.  A  few  anglers  are  on  the  North  and 
South  Esks,  but  poor  sport. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Anglers  are  now  waiting 
patiently  for  a  rousing  spate  to  bring  up  the  back- 
etd  salmon  from  the  estuary,  but  at  the  time  of 
writing  there  is  not  the  slightest  sign  of  rain. 
Beautit'ul  autumn  weather  prevails  this  week,  suit- 
able for  herling  and  sea  trout  firhing,  and  some  fair 
baskets  have  been  reported  this  week,  especially  in 
Annan.    The:e   is  no  hope  of  salmon  fishing  at 
present,  and  with  the  low  and  clear  waters  they 
are  not  likely  to  take  the  rivers.    The  Solway  rivers 
rarely  afford  good  back  end  fishing  until  October. 
The  Annan.— There  are  no  salmon  running  to  this 
river  so  far.    Last  week  a  few  ascended  when  the 
water  was  in  good  order  for  their  taking  the  river. 
In  none  of  the  Solway  streams  is  there  much  back- 
end  salmon  fishing  until  October,  except  the  month 
of  Sept.  and  the  latter  end  of  August  proves  to  be 
wet  :and  the  rivers  running  full  for  four  or  five 
weeks.    Herling,  however,  are  still  affording  sport, 
and  a  number  of  good  catches  have  been  made  with 
small  fly  about  dusk,  and  sea  trout  also  continue  to 
afford  sport  as  well.    Fishing  the  Spittal  of  the 
lower  waters  and  Violetbank  stream  on  Friday 
afternoon,  Mr.  James  Dixon,  Annan,  caught  with 
small  fly  four  sea-trout,  weighing  from  l^lb.  to  21b. 
each,  one  yellow  trout  of  lib.  7oz  ,  and  eleven  herling. 
On  Saturday  afternoon   the  same  angler  caught 
eight  herling  with  small  fly  at  the  Howes  Pool,  and 
on  Monday  evening  Mr.  Dixon  had  other  eight 
herling.    Mr.  J.  Laurie    caught    four  herling  on 
Friday,  and  on  Saturday  one  sea-trout  and  eight 
herling  with  a  little  Woodcock  Fly.    Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson,  fishing  the  Howes  Pool  and  Spittal  on 
Saturday  night,  took  a  dozen  herling.    Mr.  Thos. 
Shortridge-Tweedio  caught  eight  heiling  on  Satur- 
day night,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  took  four.  Mr. 
Laurie  had  several  herling  on  Monday  night  in  the 
Brewery  and  Spittal  with  fly.    Captain  Ewart  had 
one  or  two,  and  several  other  rods  had  from  a 
brace  to  five  herling  each,  all  with  fly.    On  Tues- 
day night,  fishing  during  the  moonlight,  some  fine 
creels  of  herling  wore  caught.    Betore  dark,  Mr. 
J.  Dixon  caught  thirteen  herling  below  Violetbank 
with  fly.    Mr.  Nicholson  and  other  rods  had  good 
catchen.    In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom's  keeper,  Andrew  Boll,  had  a  grilse  of  41b. 
out  (tt  the  .salmon  pool  last  week-end  witii  Golden 
Pheasant  fly.    A  number  of  the  villagers  of  Bryde- 
kirk  ha\e  been  Kitting  odd  sea-trout  and  herling. 
The  Hon.  W.  Watson   lost  two  salmon  in  the 
Mount  Annan  water  through  breakages.  Captain 
I'horbum  has  had  cdd  sea- trout  and  herling  in  this 
water.    No  salmon  are  showing  yet  in  the  pools. 
The  Ddmfries  Nith. — This  river  has  been  gradu- 
ally fining  down  since  the  forepart  of  the  week, 
ind  not  a  groat  dodl  of  spurt  has  fallen  to  the  rods. 
A  few  herling  and  odd  soa-trout  have  been  caught 
by  local  anglfjrs  in  the  Closeburn  part  of  the  river. 


while  a  few  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Holywood 
and  Auldgirth  sections  with  tho  night  fly.  The 
moonlight  at  the  end  of  last  week  was  favourable 
for  night  fishing,  and  a  few  trout  were  taken  besides 
herling.  On  Tuesday  night  the:e  was  no  sport  as 
soon  as  darkness  set  in,  but  those  who  waited  till 
the  moon  got  up  had  some  faiily  good  creels. 
The  Mid-Nithsdale  As-oeiation  waters  are  at  present 
fishing  indifferently  at  Thomhill,and  there  is  nothing 
doing  near  Sanquhar  owing  to  the  streams  being 
rather  low  this  week.  Near  Dumfries  spnrt  is 
leported  to  be  disappointing  just  now,  and  no 
salmon  are  showing  below  the  town  cauld.  In  [the 
tributaries,  the  Cluden  and  Cairn,  little  or  nothing 
has  been  caught  during  the  daylight,  but  a  few 
trout  have  been  taken  with  tho  evening  fly. 
The  sea  trout  are  getting  fast  out  of  condition  in 
the  tributaries  and  sd  are  the  yellow  trout. 
A  good  many  of  the  latter  appear  to  be 
making  up  the  burns  previous  to  spawning. 
The  Galloway  Riveks. — Little  is  doing  this  week 
on  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry  of  Galloway.  The 
Kirkcudbright  hire  Dee  is  running  pretty  low, 
though  it  is  in  fair  order  for  trout,  and  the  Fleet  of 
Gatehouse  is  in  similar  order.  Nothing,  however, 
is  doing  to  call  for  particular  notice.  The  Dal- 
beattie Urr  has  not  afforded  sport  this  week 
beyond  the  taking  of  a  few  odd  herling.  This 
river  is  the  latest  in  the  district  to  get  its 
autumn  salmon  and,  except  the  weather  is 
very  wet  in  November,  it  never  fishes  well. 
The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The  rivers 
have  been  in  fair  order  for  trout,  and  a  number  of 
anglers  have  had  small  catches  on  the  Girvan.  No 
salmon  are,  however,  showing  in  the  different  pools, 
and  it  will  require  a  good  spate  to  bring  up  the 
backend  fish.  The  Stinchar  is  now  running  low, 
and  not  much  has  been  done  of  late  in  this  river, 
which  is  chiefly  fished  privately.  In  the  higher 
reaches  of  the  Ayr  a  few  trout  have  been  taken  with 
fly,  and  the  Glengamock  district  waters  have 
afforded  similar  sport.  Fishing  on  the  lochs  is 
now  near  an  end,  and  of  late  the  sport  has  fallen 
off  very  considerably.  Few  rods  have  been 
out  on  Loch  Doon  and  Loch  Finlas  this  week. 
The  Gretna  Kirtle. — On  this  little  harder  stream 
some  fair  creels  of  trout  have  been  taken  by  local 
and  visiting  anglers.  Odd  herling  have  alsj  been 
caught  in  the  different  waters.  —  Heatherbell. 

Spey  ( Aberlour). — Since  the  last  report  the  river 
has  been  in  fair  fishing  trim,  although  high  winds 
have  been  rather  prevalent.  A  good  number  of 
fish  are  seen  rising,  but  they  will  not  take  readily. 
On  the  Aberlour  House  water  a  s  ilmon  of  22|lb. 
was  killed  on  Sept.  6,  and  another  of  131b.  on 
Sept.  9,  both  by  Mr.  J.  Leslie  Findlay,  while  on 
Sept.  11  a  grilse  of  41b.  was  taken  by  John  Mackenzie, 
fisherman,  and  another  of  3  Jib.  by  James  Reid,  game- 
keeper.—N.  L. 

Tay  and  Earn. — During  the  past  week  the  River 
Tay  has  been  in  excellent  order  and  first-rate  spoit 
has  been  obtained  on  most  of  the  beats  in  the 
middle  and  lower  reaches.  The  water,  however, 
is  again  getting  rather  low  and  a  good  flood 
is  much  desired.  The  following  is  a  note  of 
the  sport  reported  for  week  ending  Sept.  19. 
DuNKELD. — Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  13,  Mr.  John 
A.  Park  killed  one  grilse  81b.;  on  Sept.  16,  one 
fish  of  181b.;  and  on  Sept.  18  another  fish  of'  141b; 
while  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Kay  had  a  fish  of  201b.  on 
Sept.  19.  Delvine. — Miss  Thompson  had  one  fish 
of  131b.  on  Sept.  13,  and  Mr.  J.  Steven  two  grilse 
of  61b.  and  71o.  on  Sept.  15.  Islamouth. — Lord 
Blythswood  killed  one  fish  of  131b.  and  three 
giilse  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  on  Sept.  14;  one  grilse 
of  71b.  on  Sept.  16,  and  another  of  7lb.  on 
Sept.  19,  while  Mr.  G.  Harland  Peck  had  two 
grilse  of  81b.  each,  on  Sept.  13,  three  fish,  201b., 
181b.  1.51b.,  and  four  grilse,  7lb.,  71b.,  81b.  and  81b. 
on  Sept.  15,  and  two  fish  19lb.  and  21  lb.,  and  three 
grUso,  7lb.,  71b.,  and  81b  ,  on  Sept.  18.  Islamouth. — 
Mr.  H.  Praed  killed  two  fish  of  161b.  and  151b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  Leo  Campbell  two  grilse  of 
101b.  and  8|lb  ,  rn  Sept.  14;  Col.  Duthie  had  one 
grilse  of  7lb.  on  Sept.  16,  and  the  Bishop  of  London 
two  fish  of  181b.  and  161b.  on  Sept.  19.  Upper 
Cargill. — Mr.  H.  Barnett  got  one  fish  131b. 
on  Sept.  14;  Mr.  B.  Moon  one  of  201b.  on  Sept.  16; 
and  Mr.  Ernest  Moon,  K.C.,  one  of  16lb.  on  Sept.  19 
Lower  Cargill. — Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  killed  one  grihe 
of  81b.  on  Sept.  13,  a  fish  of  181b.  on  Sept.  15,  and 
one  fish  of  211b.  and  a  grilse  of  (Ub.  on  Sept.  18, 
while  Mrs.  Slade  had  two  grilsa  of  5lb.  each  on 
Sept.  13.  Mr.  Slater  and  Miss  Light  got  one 
fish  of  221b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  on  Sept.  13. 
Willies  Stone. — Mr.  Slade  hud  one  grilse  of  71b., 
and  Mrs.  Slade  one  of  71b.  on  Sept.  14;  Miss  Max- 
well caught  one  fish  of  151b.  on  the  16th ;  while 
Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  got  one  grilse  of  101b.  on  the  14th 
and  one  fish  of  lU^lb.  on  the  16th.  Upper  SroB- 
HALL. — Mr.  Arch.  Coats  killed  two  fish,  ISlb.  and 
I4lb.,  on  Sept.  16,  and  two  -  grilso  of  91b.  and 
7lb.  on  tho    19th  ;    while    Mr.    J.    Steven  gob 


one  salmon  of  211b.  and'a' grilse  of  61b.  on  the 
I6th  ;  and  Mr.  Gardiner  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats 
two  fish  of  221b.  and  IDilb.  on  Sept.  19.  Lowkb 
Stohiiai.i,. — .Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  killo  1  two  fish,  2.")lb. 
and  lOlb.,  and  a  grille  of  K^lb.  on  Sept.  13.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Coats  had  four  fish  of  25lb.,  2()Ib.,  171b.,  and 
151b.,  and  two  grilse,  lOlb.  and  61b.,  on  Sept.  15, 
while  Mr.  Archiball  Coats  had  two  fish,  11, lb.  and 
ISlb.,  and  two  grilse,  I'llb.  and  Hjlb.,  on  Sept.  18. 
Mr.  J.  Can  uck  got  one  fish  of  171b.  on  S9pt.  13  ;  Mr, 
J.  Stovon,  four  fish,  l!db.,  IH^lb.,  171b.,  oni  121b., 
on  Sr^pt.  15 ;  AI<  ssrs.  P.  and  W.  Coats,  one  fish, 
l!!lb.,  and  two  gril-o,  9lb.  and  7lb.,  on  Sept.  18. 
BirnN.MOUTH  Stobhall. — Sir  Montague  Ommanney 
killed  two  fiih  of  2ilb.  and  221b.,  and  one 
grilse,  71b,  on  Sept.  13.  Mr.  F.  W.  May, 
one  fi-ih,  201b.,  on  September  15,  and  another, 
16lb  ,  on  September  18,  while  Mr.  Gowan 
Hdrland  had  one  fi^h,  191b.,  on  Sept.  15.  Bi;kn- 
mouth. — Mrs.  Slade  caught  one  fish  of  181b.,  and 
Mr.  Slater  one  fish  of  2.'ilb.  on  Sept.  14.  U'ppeb 
SrANLEY. — Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  killed  one  fish, 
231b.,  on  Sent.  13,  and  Mr.  M.  T.  JIartin  one  grilse 
of  71b.  and  Mr.  Ma-on  one  fish,  221b.,  on  Sept.  18. 
Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  g  )t  one  gril  e 
of  7lb  ,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  one  griUe  8lb.,  and  Mr. 
La  Tour  Mas  jn  two  grilse,  71b.  each,  on  Sept.  14; 
Mr.  Martin  had  one  grilse  of  Ij^lh.,  on  Sept.  1'!,  and 
one  fish  of  171b  ,  on  Sept.  19;  Mr.  Mason  had  one 
grilse,  71b.,  on  Sept.  16,  and  Mrs.  Martin  on© 
grilse,  81b.,  on  Sept.  19.  Benchill.  —  Colonel 
De  M' lynes  killed  one  fish  of  14Jlb.,  on  Sept.  15. 
Upper  Redgorton. — Mr.  Mixton  Graham  killed 
two  fish  of  13|lb.  and  15Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Kerr, 
two,  of  171b.  and  15lb.,  and  a  grilse  of  7lb. 
on  Sept.  14;  Mis.  C  ats  had  one  fish  of  14lb.  and 
a  grilse  9^1b.,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  one  grilse,  81b., 
on  Sept.  16;  and  Mr.  Kerr  four  grilse  of  91b.,  81b., 
71b.,  and  61b.  on  Sept.  19.  Lower  Redgorton 
AND  Bertha. — Mr.  Archd.  Coats  had  one  grihe, 
lO^lb.,  and  Miss  Meggs  one  fish  21  lb.  and  a  grilse 
81b.  on  Sept.  13;  Mr.  Coats  had  one  grilse  6lb., 
and  Mrs.  Coats  and  Mr.  Kerr  four  g  ilse,  81b., 
81b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  on  Sept.  15;  while  on  Sept.  18 
Mrs.  Coats  killed  two  grilse,  lOlb.  and  6ilh., 
and  Mr.  Kerr,  three  grilse  of  81b.,  71b.,  and  tlb. 
Kercock. — Mr.  H.  Barnett  killed  two  grilse  of  91b. 
and  71b.  on  Sept.  13.  Good  sport  has  al  o  been 
obtained  on  the  free  water  at  Perth.  River  Earn 
(Dupplin  Preserved  Water). — Lady  Wolverton 
killed  one  fish  2,jlb.  and  a  grilse  91b.  on 
Sept.  11;  and  one  g.ilse  61b.  on  Sept.  12.  Lord 
Wolverton  had  one  grilse  81b.  on  Sept.  12,  one 
grilse,  61b.,  on  Sept.  15,  and  a  fish  of  14lb.  on 
Sept.  18.  Lady  Moyra  Cavendi,h  killed  four  grilse 
of  101b.,  11  lb.,  61b.,  and  71b.  on  Sept.  12;  one  fish, 
201b.,  on  Sept.  13  ;  and  another  of  141b.  on  Sept.  15. 
Mr.  Vernon  and  Mr.  Cavendish,  two  grilse  of  61b.  each 
on  Sept.  15.  Mr.  W.  Simpson,  two  fish,  171b.  and 
191b.  on  Sept.  11,  and  one  grilse,  91b.,  on  Sept.  14. 
Mr.  Cavenish  killed  one  fish,  221b.,  and  three  grilse, 
71b.,  91b.,  and  61b.,  on  Sept.  12.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Salmon  angling  is  not  of  much  consequence  at 
present,  the  rivers  being  much  too  low.  A  flo  )d  ia 
needed  very  much  to  clean  the  bed  of  the  river, 
which  at  present  is  in  a  very  filthy  condition.  The 
nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  now  being  off,  there 
ought  to  be  some  fresh  fish  in  the  pools  on  tho 
lower  reaches.  On  Sept.  16,  at  Sprouston,  Mr. 
Barrington  had  one  salmon,  141b.,  and  one  grilse, 
6^1b.  Eight  fish  were  caught  during  last  week  on 
the  Birgham  stretch.  At  Hendersyde  on  Sept.  19, 
Mr.  T.  Pringle  caught  one  grilse  of  4Jlb.  Several 
fish  have  been  caught  at  BoLside  and  the  pa\'ilion. 
A  nice  dish  of  trout  was  got  on  the  Eden  weighing 
121b.  on  Sept.  14  by  Mr.  Bishop.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway).  —  Change- 
able weather  prevailed  last  week.  During  weet, 
H.  J.  Foster  secured  one  salmon  and  forty  sea-trout ; 
W.  W.  Wickham  secured  three  salmoil  and  twenty- 
one  sea-trout ;  Wm.  O'Hanlon  secured  two  salmon 
and  thirty  eight  sea-trout;  Dr.Fenton  secured  tliirty- 
four  sea-trout;  J.  W.  Smyth-Pig^tt  secured  sixty- 
one  sea-trout;  R.  Patteism  secured  twenty-three 
sea-trout:  Sir  A.  Birch  secured  thirty-seven  sea- 
trout  ;  and  Messrs.  Collinson  and  Peirce  secured 
fifty  sea-trout. — J.  M.  Graham. 

Bann  and  Tribntariea — Mild,  drying  weather 
continued  during  the  week,  and  in  consequence  thia 
ri\er  was  reduced  six  inches,  and  the  fly  can  now 
be  used  on  all  the  sections.  A  run  of  large  autumn 
fish  recently  came  in  from  the  sea,  and  they  are 
distributed  over  the  middle  sections,  and  capital 
sport  is  being  obtained.  Tliere  is  enough  water  on 
the  BalUnderry,Moyola,  and  the  other  tributaries  of 
the  lake,  the  pools  of  which  are  well  stocked  with 
salmon  that  ascended  in  the  recent  flood,  for  the  fly 
to  bo  used,  but  the  temperature  is  rising,  and 
they  will  come  to  no  lure.  Mr.  B.  Meenan  caught 
seven  salmon  in  two  days  at  Caronroe  on  the  fly. 
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OJlb.,  101b.,  121b.,  161b.,  IVJlb.,  221b.  and  271b. ; 
Mr.  F.  Wilson  four  salmon,  101b.,  101b.,  141b.,  and 
22^1b. ;  Mr.  Wright  two  grilse,  41b.  and  61b.,  and 
four  salmon,  121b.,  121b.,  121b.  and  141b. ;  Mr.  J. 
McLoughlin  one  grilse  8^1b.,  and  one  salmon  141b.; 
Mr.  Molyneux  one  grilse,  7 Jib.,  atKilrea  ;  Sergeant 
Millar  one  grilse,  61b.,  and  Mr.  Kirk  one  6Jlb.,  at 
Portglenone. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  This 
river  continues  in  good  fishing  order.  Capt. 
D.  Auchinleck  landed  four  salmon  during  the  past 
week  of  251b.,  201b.,  101b.  and  61b.  Mr.  M.  Moore 
landed  four  ,'salmon,  weighing  from  81b.  to  151b. 
The  Master  Crawfords  '.have  been  catching  some 
nice  trout,  and  an  odd  salmon,  on  trout  flies.  Rod 
fishing  closes  on  the  river  on  Sept.  30. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Leeuane  (co.  Galway). — The  fishing  at  Leenane 
Hotel  has  been  fairly  good  considering  the  calm 
weather.  Mr.  Dudley  and  friend  caught  forty  sea- 
trout,  seventy-five  brown  trout,  thirty  mackerel, 
one  pollack,  and  thirteen  conger.  Mr.  Collier  was 
more  successful,  sixty  sea- trout  and  thirty-five 
white  trout. — R.  H.  McKeown. 

Itongh  Arrow  (Boyle). — Sport  has  improved 
very  much  on  this  water,  but  fish  seem  to  be  coming 
short,  as  for  every  ten  rises  you  kill  only  one  or  two. 
On  Sept.  15  Captain  Crichton  and  Mr.  Beresford 
had  one  each,  2lb.  and  2Jlb.  Monday,  Mr.  Horn- 
blower  one,  Hlb.  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  Philip  one, 
l^lb. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Acheson  two,  2ilb.  and  21b  ;  and 
Mr.  Philips  several  pike,  one  161b. — G.  A. 

Lough  Mash  (Cloubnr). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  Messrs.  G.  Rayner,  T.  Crisp,  F.  Hard,  and 
F.  Harding.  Mr.  Rayner,  on  Sept.  10,  three  trout, 
31b. ;  on  11th,  two  trout,  6ilb  (best,  5flb.) ;  on  13th, 
one  trout,  IJlb.,  and  one  pike,  16Jlb.  Mr.  Crisp,  on 
Sept.  10,  three  trout,  21b. ;  on  1  Ith,  two  pike ;  on 
13th,  three  trout;  on  14th,  one  trout,  61b.,  on  arti- 
ficial fly ;  on  15th,  two  trout,  IJlb.  each,  on  artificial 
fly  and  dap,  and  a  pike,  4Jlb.  Mr.  Harding,  pike 
fishing,  on  Sept,  11,  one  pike,  4Jlb.,  and  a  perch, 
1  lb. ;  on  12th,  one  pike,  5}\h.  Mr.  Hard,  on  Sept.  10, 
four  trout,  71b.  (best,  3|lb.) ;  on  11th,  four  trout, 
7^1b.  (best,  4 Jib.) ;  on  12th,  two  pike,  81b.  and  11  lb., 
on  Lough  Nai'ooheny ;  on  13th,  seven  trout,  8Jlb. ; 
on  14th,  one  trout,  IJlb. ;  on  15th,  four  trout,  5Jlb. ; 
all  Mr.  Hard's  trout; were  taken  on  artificial  fly. 
Weather  very  promising  when  writing  (Sept.  18). — 
P.  Summer viLLE. 

ItOXLgha  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — ^The 
fishing  in  .both  loughs  has  much  improved  of  late. 
The  artificial  fly,  dapping,  and  trolling  all  give  a 
good  chance  of  a  large  basket.  Several  large  trout 
are  reported,  one  by  artificial  fly  in  particular,  of 
7Jlb,  on  Mask,  caught  by  Sir  Arthur  McCann. 
Angling  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Mr.  Duncan  got 
a  fine  trout  of  5lb.  loz.  on  the  fly,  and  some  other 
nice  fish.  Major  and  Capt.  Wilkinson  a  4f  lb.  gillaroo, 
3flb.,  two  2Jlb.,  one  2Jlb.  and  21b.  These  gentlemen 
got  seventy-five  trout  in  twenty  days,  nearly  all 
dapping,  averaging  over  1  lb.,  besides  a  few  nice 
perch  and  small  pike.  Mr.  Herbert  Allen  had  a  few 
nice  trout;  best  fish,  21b.  lOoz.,  21b.  3oz.,  and 
21b.  loz.  with  the  Daddy  and  artificial  fly,  also  a 
few  good  perch  and  small  pike,  61b.  downwards. 
The  correct  weight  of  the  Corrib  trout  reported  a 
fortnight  ago  as  17 Jib.  was  16|lb.,  weighed  by 
F.  J.  S.  Turnby,  Esq.,  J.P.,  agent  to  Lord  Ardilaun. 
This  is  unquestionable,  as  Mr.  Tumby  personally 
told  me. — G.  A. 

Longh  Melvini — Mr.  H.  Doherty  landed  a  trout 
{Salmo  ferox)  of  6}lb.  on  Sept.  15  (trolling).  Mr. 
Cecil  Jackson  and  friends  caught  upwards  of  fifty 
nice  gillaroos  and  brown  trout,  amongst  them 
many  fish  weighing  1  lb.  and  l|lb.  Dr.  Dixon,  of 
Yorks,  also  enjoyed  good  sport  amongst  the  tiout 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  G.  Wren  took  eleven 
trout  on  the  fly  on  Sept.  18,  weighing  8ilb.,  and 
sport  on  the  lake  continues  fairly  good. — M.  Rogan 
and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  at  brown  trout  has  been  good  on  all  th6_above 
waters,  but  the  fish  ran  small. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  has  run  down  a  bit.,  and  some  rain  is 
needed  to  freshen  it  up.  Since  last  report  sport  has 
been  rather  dull,  the  salmon  rising  poorly,  and  they 
seem  scarcer  in  these  sections.  The  following  fish 
were  killed  since  last  week :  Captain  Carter,  one ; 
Captain  Amphlett,  one ;  Mr.  Lee,  two  ;  Mr.  Turn- 
bull,  two ;  Mr.  David  Christie,  one ;  Mr.  Cowell, 
two  ;  Colonel  Barker,  two  ;  Mr.  Edbrooke,  two,  the 
fish  running  from  51b.  to  111b.  On  the  tributaries 
some  trouting  was  had,  and  white  trout  seem  to 
have  got  far  up  stream. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Lougus  Conn  and  Cullen  (Balliua,  oo. 
Mayo). — Weather,  fine;  Mr.  Conduilt,  tliree  grilse. 
17lb.,  also  some  very  nice  sea-trout,  largest,  21b.  ; 
Colonel  Foot,  two  grihe,  11  Jib.,  eight  sea-trout, 
largest,  31b. ;  Captain  B.  Lynch,  one  grUse,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Garvey  had  some  very  nice  sea-trout.  Salmon 
£^ngling  closed  here  on  Sept.  15.    Some  very  nic 


trout  were  got  on  the  loughs,  all  of  a  good  size.  Mr. 
Perst  and  Mr.  Hampton  had  five  jack,  largest,  171b. 
On  the  Palmerstown  river  some  very  nice  baskets 
of  sea-trout  have  been  got ;  Mr.  Desmon  had  three 
grilse,  lejlb.  A  little  rain,  and  sport  with  Tgrilse 
and  sea-trout  on  the  Palmerstown  river  should  be 
very  good.  Very  good  wildfowling  in  the  estuary 
of  the  Moy. — Pat  Hearnks. 

Pontoon  (Anglers'  Hotel). — Fishing  has  very 
much  improved  during  the  past  fortnight  and  is 
improving  daily.  I  give  the  following  :  Mr.  Gordon 
Dell,  Mr.  and  Miss  Holt,  in  sixteen  days,  killed 
three  191b.  pike  each,  including  the  curious-headed 
pike  I  forwarded  you,  one  17lb.,  one  15lb.,  four 
121b.,  and  sixteen  under  lOlb.,  also  thirty-five 
trout  up  to  l^lb.  Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop,  in  seven  days, 
killed  torty-five  pike,  besides  some  nice  trout. 
Messrs.  Snow  and  Son  killed  fifty  trout  in  fourteen 
days,  largest  4 Jib.,  also  some  nice  pike.  Dr.  Gordon 
Dill,  Mrs.  Gordon  Dill,  Master  Dick  and  Jack 
Gordon  Dill  killed  some  fine  pike,  also  had  good 
wild  fowhng.  Dr.  Mourhead  and  Miss  Mourhead 
had  very  good  sport ;  they  killed  over  fifty  pike  in 
twelve  days,  largest  161b.,  and  ten  trout,  ;largest 
3Jlb.  Messrs.  ;Drewery  and  the  Misses  Drewerys 
killed  a  number  of  fine  fish,  largest  201b.  The  weeds 
are  all  away  and  fishing  is  sure  to  be  improving. — 
P.  Healy. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  lakes  of 
the  Rosses  are  in  fine  order,  and  a  good  head  of  fish 
over  them  generally. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  fine ;  water 
in  good  order.  Several  peal  have  been  taken  and 
a  number  of  fish  have  been  showing  on  the  different 
waters.  A  local  angler  whilst  trout  fishing  hooked 
a  281b.  salmon  outside  with  a  trout  fly  and  after  a 
difficult  struggle  managed  to  secure  the  fish. — 
J.  Enbight  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport 
is  improving  on  all  the  above  waters  according  as 
the  season  draws  to  a  close.  This  is  especially  true 
of  Derriana  lake. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack, 
whiting,  gurnet,  bream  and  mackerel.  On  one  day 
four  anglers  got  37  pollack,  and  on  the  same  day 
three  anglers  took  in  four  hours  in  the  afternoon 
36  bream,  102  and  27  whiting.  AH  few  bass  have 
been  had  occasionally  by  pollack  anglers. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton.— Sport  has  been  good  in  and 
around  this  station.  Pollack  are  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  very 
good  during  the  week,  especially  at  pollack. 
Whiting  are  very  numerous  at  a  few  places,  and 
bream  and  mackerel  are  also  plentiful. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  fishing  lately  has  been  fair.  Sept.  14. 
decent  takes  landed ;  Sept.  1 5,  weather  fine,  decent 
sport  obtained ;  Sept.  16,  fine  takes  landed  all  round ; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Cameron  fishing  one  hour  took  ten 
whiting  and  one  spotted  dog,  101b.;  Sept.  17, 
easterly,  moderate,  fair  takes  landed  ;  Sept.  18,  S.E. 
strong,  nothing  particular  in  the  way  of  fishing 
done ;  Sept.  li),  codling  rmining  larger  with  an 
occasional  cod  and  conger  ;  Sept.  20,  decent  sport 
and  several  good  codhng  and  an  occasional  cod 
landed ;  a  few  herring  taken  by  the  draw  net  this 
morning.  Tides  suit  fairly  well  week-end,  and  well 
for  next  week. — Edwaed  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  strong  north-east  wind 
which  has  prevaUei  during  the  last  few  days  has 
played  havoc  with  local  fishing,  and  results  obtained 
upon  the  pier  have  been  generally  poor.  Scarcely 
any  whiting  have  been  taken,  and  the  sight  of  a 
pollack  has  proved  quite  a  rarity.  On  Sept.  15 
Mr.  Wad  dell  fished  throughout  the  entire  night,  his 
resultant  catch  being  sixteen  codlings,  the  largest 
of  which  scaled  just  51b.  Daylight  hours  produced 
but  meagre  sport,  and  the  day's  catch  was  not 
worthy  of  record.  Pier  anglers  on  Sept.  16  com- 
prised Messrs.  P.  C.  Edgar,  Titmus,  Adams,  Bush- 
nell,  Cameron,  Wall,  Aitchison,  Turner,  Davis, 
Treacher,  Grubb,  Ray,  Metford,  Salt,  Morgan  and 
Vaughan.  As  on  the  previous  day,  very  poor  sport 
was  experienced,  and  no  fish  of  greater  weight  than 
21b.  came  to  hand  through  the  whole  course  of  the 
day.  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Goldsmith,  Mr.  Glen  and  Mr. 
Akehurst  joined  the  pier  ranks  on  Sept.  17,  and 
found  sport  very  slow  indeed;  but  Mr.  Titmus 
included  a  5lb.  codling  in  his  day's  catch.  Mr.  Davis 
took  three  totalling  91b.,  and  a  boy  captured  a  young 
lobster.  Additional  anglers  on  Sept.  18  included 
Miss  Morgan,  Mr^.  Tress,  Mrs.  Wilson  ;  and  Messrs. 
T.  P.  Holmes,  Methven,  Pierpoint,  G.  Scott,  J. 
Scott,  J.  Trevanyon,  Metford,  Webber,  Fuller, 
Wilson,  Tress,  Turner,  Carle,  and  Strong.  A  few 
codlings  were  caught  upon  the  ebb  tide,  and  at  high 
water  the  fishing  deck  was  partially  submerged,  and 
anglers  were  allowed  to  make  use  of  the  promenade 
deck,  general  results  there  obatained  being  better 
than  on  the  two  previous  days.  Several  fine 
whiting  and  two  congers  were  included  in  the 


day's  catch,  and  one  leo'ge  conger  was  hooked 
but  lost.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp,  'Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Howard,  Mr.  Theaker,  Mr.  Hay- 
man,  Mr.  Harvey,  and  Mr.  Howard  were  new 
comers  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  19,  and  disappointment 
was  experienced  by  all  present,  as  the  wind  proved 
inimical  to  all  good  sport,  and  many  rods  accounted 
for  nothing  whatever.  Mr.  Aitchison  took  one  sole 
in  the  evening,  but  not  a  pollack  rose  to  the  nume- 
rous baits  proffered  them,  and  whiting  were  all  but 
absent.  Mr.  Waddell  had  a  good  numerical  catch 
of  small  codlings  and  pouting  early  on  Wednesday 
morning,  and  Mr.  Titmus's  bag  included  a  codling 
of  nearly  31b.,  but  the  fishing  proved  very  indiffe- 
rent throughout  the  entire  day,  though  conditions 
of  weather  and  water  left  nothing  to  be  desired. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Heme  Bay. — Bass  fishing  is  dropping  off  a  bit 
although  several  have  been  caught  this  week  and 
large  quantity  netted  off  the  Street.  Large  quan- 
tity of  grey  mullet  have  also  been  netted,  and  I 
think  the  only  reason  that  they  have  not  been 
caught  with  rod  and  line  is  that  nobody  tries  for 
them.  Dabs  and  eels  are  feeding  well,  and  whiting 
and  codling  are  coming  round  :  in  fact,  everything 
seems  to  point  to  exceptionally  good  autumn  fishing. 
— Joseph  Gripper. 

Pensance. — Very  fine  weather.  Sea  smooth  all 
the  week.  Grourld  fishing :  Plenty  of  small  fish, 
but  large  ones  scarce.  On  Sept.  13,  Mr.  Nicol 
(B.S.A.S.),  one  bonito,  17Jlb.  (his  fish  broke  the 
gut  of  the  hook  it  took  the  bait  on,  but  got  foul 
hooked  on  the  top  fin,  and  thus  had  full  play,  and 
grand  sport  he  gave  for  twenty  minutes),  forty 
chad,  eight  gurnard,  one  pollack,  one  mackerel, 
one  spider  crab,  ten  whiting.  Messrs.  Slade  and 
Debenham  (B.S.A.S.),  eight  mackerel,  sixty  chad 
and  "  sploshers,"  six  pollack,  three  wrasse.  On 
Sept.  19,  Mr.  W.  J.  Bray,  self,  and  Boatman  Taylor 
went  to  Mullin,  where  there  were  three  seines  shot 
for  pilchards,  and  had  a  good  time  fishing  at  the 
back  of  the  seines.  Our  catch  was  fifty  pollack 
(twenty  small,  the  remainder  averaged  4lb.  each), 
twenty-eight  mackerel,  two  chad,  five  scad.  Whif- 
fing for  mackerel :  Fair  sport,  and  catches  sixty 
down  per  boat.  Hand-Uning  for  mackerel :  Fair 
sport,  and  catches  100  down  per  boat.  Whiffing 
for  pollack  :  Mr.  Johns,  on  Sept.  14,  in  two  hours 
caught  forty-eight  nice  pollack  and  two  mackerel. 
Bass  fishing  from  the  beach  near  Wherrylown,  on 
Sept.  15,  Mr.  Rosewall,  fishing  with  rod  and  fine 
gut  tackle,  had  a  thirty  minutes'  run  with  a  fine 
bass  of  12  jib. ;  on  the  same  tide  he  caught  another 
of  31b.  and  a  small  conger.  Pier  fishing  at  Penzance 
and  Newly  :  Good  sport  and  well  patronised.  Mr. 
E.  Rowe,  seven  pollack,  four  scad,  thirty  chad. 
Mr.  Tate,  on  Sept.  14,  eight  pollack, oije  bass  (2Jlb.), 
four  mackerel,  six  chad ;  on  Sept.  15,  one  mackerel, 
two  small  bass,  three  pollack,  twenty-three  chad ; 
on  Sept.  16,  eleven  chad,  four  mackerel,  nine  pollack 
(one,  3ilb.).— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth, — Calm  sea  and  fine  weather  have 
enabled  all  classes  of  fishermen,  both  rod  and 
hand-liners,  to  enjoy  good  sport.  Mackerel  have 
afforded  the  best  sport,  as  the  Sound  is  full  of 
them ;  the  majority  have  been  caught  at  the  bottom 
in  Jennycliff  Bay,  fishing  at  anchor,  and  several 
dozens  can  be  had  in  a  short  time.  The  rod  fishers 
at  the  Great  Western  Docks  have  not  had  so  many 
of  these  fish  this  week,  flatfish  and  mullet  have 
taken  their  place;  of  these  latter  fish  some  very 
fine  ones  have  been  captured.  Bass  are  still  about, 
the  most  being  caught  at  the  Rame  Head  and  up 
the  Hamoaze.  One  gentleman,  fishing  off  the  pier 
at  Mount  Batten,  had  three  very  good-sized  ones 
on  Monday.  The  usual  pouting  fishing  stiU  affords 
good  sport. — William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate. — With  the  exception  of  Monday, 
Sept.  18,  sport  has  been  excellent  during  the  week. 
Between  forty  and  fifty  boats  have  been  out  daily 
returning  with  takes  varying  between  four  and 
ten  score  of  fish,  chietlly  codling,  per  boat. 
The  whiting  are  improving  both  in  number 
and  size,  and  some  of  the  boatmen,  fishing  on 
"their  own"  quite  early,  have  brought  in  as 
many  as  six  score.  Mr.  D.  Pine  had  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  il6,  five  score  of  codling  and  a  couple  score 
of  good  dabs.  Mr.  Newman,  on  Sept.  20,  in  less 
than  a  couple  of  hours  returned  with  three  and  a 
half  score  of  good  codling,  and  a  score  and  a  half  of 
whiting  and  some  dabs.  Pier  anglers  have  been 
somewhat  less  fortunate,  but  some  small  bass, 
codling,  and  whiting  have  been  landed ;  a  very  fine 
conger  eel  was  lost  from  the  West  Pier  at  the  very 
last  moment.  On  Sept.  14  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
sword  fish  visited  the  harbour,  and  remained 
sporting  about  for  some  time ;  unfortunately,  I  did 
not  see  it. — Grey  Mullet. 

Southwold. — Indications  are  not  wanting  that 
the  eagerly  anticipated  whiting,  cod,  and  conger 
sea  fishing  season,  tor  which  perhaps  with  one 
exception  this  place  has  justly  been  and  is  so 
favourably  regarded,  is  about  to  gladden  the  hearts 
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of  visitors  and  residents  alike.  The  Coast  Develop- 
ment Company,  who  have  done  so  much  to  further 
the  convenience  of  all  patronising  their  pier  here, 
as  at  other  places  on  the  east  coast,  leave  nothing 
to  be  desired,  and  through  their  attendants  contrive 
to  make  pier  fishing  not  only  a  popular  source  of 
amusement,  but  in  its  pursuit  sesk  to  provide  those 
littla  comforts  which  add  so  much  to  an  angler's 
pleasure.  Although  for  this  reason  a  good  number 
of  rods  are  en  H-idence,  the  accommodation  is  so 
ample  that  crowding  is  avoided,  and  every  man  has 
room  to  advertise  (if  so  disposed)  his  dexterity 
in  casting  his  line  without  incommoding  others. 
Whiting  are  being  caught,  and  codling  expected, 
and  when  we  get  a  good  season  it  is  a  good  season, 
well  worth  the  attention  of  London  visitors,  who 
pjrchance  rely  upon  their  past  efforts  at  places  on 
the  south  coast — a  mistake  frequently  made.  We 
ought  to  be  at  our  best  about  the  early  part  of 
October.  Laieb. — Quite  a  plethora  of  codling  have 
just  been  caught  in  our  harbour,  a  sure  sign  that 
c  )d  will  be  shortly  available  both  from  boats  and 
the  new  pier.  One  gentleman,  a  member  of  the 
H.S.A.S.,  took  between  thirty  and  forty  fair  size, 
and  I  hear  of  another  gentleman  who  yesterday 
captured  221b.  from  1  lb.  to  31b.  Lug  is  certainly 
the  best  bait  here,  and  a  fresh  supply  can  be  ob- 
tained every  morning  on  the  pier  at  Is.  per  hundred, 
saving  anglers  thereby  a  bt  of  trouble. — L.  B. 
Wbightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton  -  on  -  Naze. — Plenty  of  fi,h  about, 
especially  out  about  half  mile,  where  boat  fishers 
have  done  well.  Finn  Barre  and  Will  Harris  have 
had  pollack  and  codling  off  pier.  Mr.  Pearks,  dabs, 
J.  Pate,  dabs,  J.  J.  Robinson,  soles  and  whiting. 
On  Sept.  14  my  son  and  I  had  a  good  bag,  four-and- 
a-hal£  score  (boat),  dabs,  whiting,  pout,  codlings 
and  eels.  On  Sept.  16,  C.  Spinks  had  a  good  haul 
o£  codling  and  whiting;  Mr.  Houghton  had  101b.  of 
codling  and  31b.  dabs,  etc.;  Miss  Mabel  Harris  had 
a  nice  \A  of  dabs,  poUask,  etc.  On  Sept.  15  Mr. 
Tucker  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Wightman  and  also  C. 
Kemmish  did  fairly  well  with  soles,  dabs, 
codling  and  plaice.  W.  Orford  had  good  dabs  on 
Sept.  17  ;  so  also  did  C.  Wood.  Mr.  J.  Haynes  has 
caught  some  good  plaice.  Wind  very  heavy  on 
Sept.  18  and  19,  in  consequence  no  fish  caught, 
pier  or  boat.  Our  first  boat  competition  on  Sept.  27. 
—J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  has  been  grand  this 
week,  and  anglers  have  done  well,  both  in  boats  and 
from  the  pier,  harbour,  etc.  Mackerel  railing  is 
still  in  iuU  swing,  and  catches  of  from  six  to  ten 
dozen  per  boat  are  plentiful.  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis  has 
,  done  well  amongst  the  big  fish,  one  night  taking 
congers  of  161b.,  141b.,  121b.,  and  4lb.,  all  inside 
two  hours.  On  Sept.  19  he  captured  two  congers, 
i-bout  14lb.  each,  one  of  101b.,  and  a  bass  of  71b. 
For  conger  fishing  he  certainly  is  hard  to  beat. 
Some  good  takes  of  silver  whiting  have  also  been 
made  in  the  bay,  Mr.  W.  Moggeridge  having  a  good 
basket  on  Tuesday,  beside  several  skate  and  dogfish. 
Messrs.  Godding,  of  Marlborough,  have  done  well 
at  Ferry  Bridge,  several  bass  of  from  51b.  to  101b. 

■  fulling  to  their  rods,  besides  mullet,  conger,  and 
poUack.  Small  muUet  are  still  being  caught  in  the 
Backwater,  one  angler  having  two  dozen  good  size 
fish  one  morning  before  breakfast.  The  bass  are 
coming  in  harbour  now,  so  that  we  may  look  forward 

>  to  a  continuance  of  sport  for  some  time  to  come  if 
the  weather  still  keeps  fine. — Chas.  J.  Russell 
(W.A.A.).   


dissociations,  cfc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Sept.  13  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  was 
in  the  chair.  The  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  who 
came  up  from  Sussex  to  attend  the  meeting, 
announced  the  results  in  the  first  roimd  for  the 
club  cup ;  he  also  placed  before  the  meeting  a 
statement  of  accounts  for  the  quarter  ended 
June  24,  which  showed  that  the  society's  position, 
both  financially  and  numerically,  was  most  satis- 
factory, and  that  steady  progress  was  being  made. 
Sundry  other  matters  of  business  were  also  tran- 
sacted. Mr.  T.  Adams  is  acting  as  secretary  pro  tern. 
The  draw  for  the  second  round  for  the  club  cup, 
which  must  be  fished  off  on  or  before  Oct.  15,  took 
pleice,  and  some  exciting  contests  may  be  expected. 
Mr.  Wood  Barrett  again  brought  up  barbel  from 
Staines  (best,  31b.  Vjoz.).  During  the  past  week 
the  principal  fishing  results  show  that  Mr.  Cracknell 
had  roach  and  a  dace,  8Joz.,  from  Harefield,  and 
from  the  same  place  Messrs.  Blagrave  and  Wood 
Barrett  had  roacn,  the  latter  securing  a  nice  show 
(best,  lib.  3ioz.).  Mrs.  Braddick  was  fortunate 
enough  to  land  a  perch  of  1  lb.  6oz.,  Mr.  Yarham 
had  jack,  while  Mr.  Hillier  was  unlucky  as  he  had 
several  rises,  but  missed  the  fish.  We  hope  to 
arrange  and  send  out  shortly^  a  programme  of 
readings  and  concerts.— £.  B. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  at  head- 
quarters on  Sept.  20,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  Nir;kol8  occupied 
the  chair  during  the  business  part  of  the  meeting. 
The  minutes  of  the  pievious  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  secretary  read  numerous  reports 
from  the  society's  agents,  and  fi  om  tho.se  it  appeare  l 
that  fairly  g.)od  sport  is  to  be  had  on  both  the  east 
and  south  coasts.  Mr.  Bullock,  ronently  returned 
from  Ballycotton,  related  his  oxperient'O^.  Fishing 
was  possible  on  every  day  except  two,  and  remark- 
ably good  sport  was  obtained.  On  tho  first  day, 
with  two  rods  in  the  boat,  they  had  fourteen  pollack 
all  over  71b.,  thu-toen  conger  between  101b.  and 
201b.,  among  other  fish  ;  and  on  thesejond  day  they 
took  a  skate  of  941b.,  a  ling  30lb.,  conger  24lb., 
and  numerous  pollack.  At  other  times  they  had 
excellent  sport,  including  fifty  pollack  over  71b. 
and  skate  of  1541b.  and  1241b.,  but  as  reported  last 
vteek  even  these  monsters  have  been  eclipsed  by 
another  member  also  fishing  at  Ballycotton  within 
the  last  week  or  two.  A  telegram  was  also 
received  from  a  party  of  members  still  at  Bally- 
cotton, recording  exceptional  sport.  Conger,  up 
to  261b.,  hng,  211b.  and  241b.,  cod,  221b.,  skate 
(best),  761b.  to  1121b.,  a  splendid  halibut  of  951b., 
also  thirty-two  pouting.  Several  members  had 
been  to  Southend  during  the  past  week-end,  but 
only  obtained  very  moderate  sport.  Another 
member  had  been  to  Margate,  and  had  four  to  five 
S3ore  codling  up  to  5|lh.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
business  part  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
was  elected  to  the  chair,  when  Mr.  Nickels  read  a 
short  paper  on  Looe  (Cornwall),  written  by  Rev. 
A.  Brinckmarm.  Following  this  paper  Mr.  Hyde 
read  a  paper  on  Mundesley-on-Sea,  and  from  Mr. 
Hyde's  remarks  it  would  appear  that  this  place  is 
not  an  ideal  angling  resort,  although  some  fishing 
may  be  had,  even  if  under  rather  difficult  conditions. 
Boats  appeared  to  be  very  scarce,  and  tides  difficult. 
Several  members  present  took  part  in  a  discussion 
following  the  reading  of  these  papers,  and  Mr. 
Minchin  gave  some  very  instructive  information  on 
the  fishing  at  Looe,  dealing  very  exhaustively 
with  the  pollack  fishing  which  appeared  to  be  the 
great  attraction  at  this  station,  several  very  fine 
specimens  having  been  taken,  both  by  Mr.  Minchin 
himself  and  other  members  of  the  society.  Mr. 
Minchin  furthur  mentioned  that  when  the  weather 
is  too  rough  to  get  out  to  the  distant  pollack  marks, 
good  sport  can  often  be  had  with  the  mackerel 
closer  in  shore.  The  secretary  again  reminded 
members  that  the  offices  of  the  society  will  be  closed 
during  next  week  on  account  of  the  society's  tackle 
show  taking  place  at  headquarters.  Hearty  votes 
of  thanks  to  the  Rev.  A.  Brinckmann  and  Mr.  Hyde 
for  their  papers,  and  to  the  chairmen  for  their  con- 
duct in  the  chair,  and  the  usual  toast  to  the  B.S.A.S. 
closed  the  meeting. — P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  H.  G.  Lee  presided. 
There  was  a  nice  tray  of  jack  from  the  Lea  (Brox- 
bourne),  shown  by  Mr.  Frank  James,  also  some 
handsome  roach,  from  private  water,  by  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert;  other  fish  having  been  taken  as  follows  : — 
Messrs.  Thompson  and  Ernest  Orpin  (at  EUesmere), 
a  good  basket,  or,  rather,  baskets,  of  pike,  bream, 
roach,  and  perch  ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  perch  from 
Bridgnorth ;  Mr.  Salisbury,  roach  from  Wraysbury  ; 
Mr.  Isaacs,  roach  and  dace  from  Staines  and  Wind- 
sor ;  Mr.  Beamont,  roach  and  rudd  from  Grove 
Ferry,  besides  a  fine  take  of  whiting,  many  of 
them  over  lib.,  at  Deal.  Mr.  Bentley  presented  a 
copy  of  Haslope's  work  on  sea  fishing  to  the 
library,  and  was  duly  thanked.  A  gentleman  was 
nominated  for  membership,  the  ballot  to  take  place 
on  Oct.  3.  It  was  announced  that  this  week  a 
cheque  'for  the  customary  contribution  of  the 
society  to  the  funds  of  the  T.A.P.S.  (£1  Is.)  would 
be  forwarded,  also  that  on  Tuesday  next  (Sept.  26) 
there  would  be  a  phonographic  entertainment  imder 
the  supervision  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs,  as  further  pre- 
parations are  necessary  for  the  lantern  entertain- 
ment by  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb,  date  for  which  will  be 
duly  armounced.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated 
the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 
Urgent  business  necessitated  the  calling  of  a 
special  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  the 
chairman  being  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan.  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill 
presided  over  the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed, 
and  under  his  genial  presidency  a  pleasant  evening 
was  spent.  Not  the  least  interesting  matters  are 
the  narration  of  incidents  which  members  meet 
with  when  by  the  waterside,  and  the  interchange 
of  opinions  and  ideas  as  to  the  best  means 
to  adopt  when  the  "silly"  roach  or  the  wily 
trout  decline  to  feed.  An  inquiry  was  received 
by  the  hon.  sec.  as  to  where  vmbleached  gut  is  to  be 
obtained,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  inquiries 


will  lead  to  the  placing  of  this  article,  in  its  natural 

state,  on  the  market,  as  it  is  evidently  tho  opinion 

of  correspondents  that  an  improvement  in  this  i 

direction  is  needed.    S  >mo  ^  )0(i  roach  havo  been  i 

creeled  at  Kelvedon,  and  nice  daco  reported  from  j 

private  water,  but  tho  trout  at  Chosham  havo  not 

risen  very  freely  lately.    Tho  f-losing  dirmor  will  be  ! 

held  at  the  Black  Horse,  Chesham,  on  Saturday,  ] 

Sapt.  30,  at  7  p.m. — Hon.  Sec.  i 

Hiuububy  Angling  Society.  i 

Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  on  Sept.  20,  at  which  a  \ 

lot  of  iniportant  but  uninteresting  business  was  | 

transacted.    An  exceptionally  small  proportion  of  j 

members  had  been  fisliing,   and  only  two  had  I 

successful  trays  to  report.    Mr.  Rayner,  fishing  in  i 

Ireland,  had  experienced  such  rough  weather  that  1 

his  efforts  wore  seriously  hampered ;  but,  despite  1 

adverse  conditions,  ho  caught  ten  specimen  fish,  ' 
comprising,  in  addition  to  those  reported^  pike  of 
11  lb.,  lOjlb.,  and  trout  o^lb.,  in  addition  to  a  large 
number  of  trout  on  tho  fly  averaging  1  lb.    Ho  also 

made  a  unique  catch  of  perch — five  fiah  in  half  aa  | 

hour — weighing  ^\h.,  best,  1  lb.  8oz.,  all  on  fly.  ] 

Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  had  five  days'  successful  roach-  I 

ing,  averaging  301b.  of  good  fish  per  day — the  best  j 

dozen  weighing  161b.  lOoz. — G.  W.  " 

HoLLOwAY  Angling  Society.  jj 

Mr.  S.  Stone,  president  of  the  above  club,  was  the  " 

recipient,  on  Tuesday  last,  of  an  illuminated  address  ' 

on  vellum,  accompanied  by  a  case  of  cutlery  and  j 

plate,  to  celebrate  the  occasion  of  his  recent  wed-  i 

ding.    Mr.  P.  J.  J agels  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  i 

Berry  occupied  the  vice-chair.    Some  capital  sing-  j 

ing  was  enjoyed,  contributed  by  members  and  j 

frienis.    Altogether,  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  ' 
spent.    Mr.  Stone  offered  two  more  cups  for  com- 
petition.— H.  C.  M. 

Piscatorial  Society.  j 
Very  few  members  were  present  at  the  meeting 
last  Monday.    Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  who  presided,  , 
gave  some  further  interesting  particulars  of  his  ^ 
visit  to  Harris.   It  was  reported  that  on  the  previous 
week  Mr.  Arthur  Hatherton  had  taken  three  brace 
of  trout  from  the  Lambourn,  his  best  fish  scaUag  ! 
IJlb.    During  the  gieater  part  of  the  last  fortnight  ' 
the  evening  fishing  was  spoiled  by  mudding  opera- 
tions being  carried  on  upstream,  but  it  is  believed  ' 
that  these  are  now  completed,  and  that  no  further  i 
inconvenience  will  be  experienced  from  this  cause.  | 
At  the  last  week-end  Mr.  F.  Mason  landed  ten  : 
brace  of  trout  and  grayling,  all  of  which  were  ] 
returned.    Mr.  Morris  Collis  and  the  other  rods  out 
also  brought  a  large  number  of  fish  to  bank.  On 
the  Uxbridge  water  Mr.  G.  McC.  Lind  had  fourteen  ; 
jack,  all  taken  on  the  spinning  minnow,  and  Mr.  j 
W.  G,  Fletcher  a  moderate  bag  of  roash. — Hon. 
Sec. 


ilofcs  from  f^c  itod^. 


When  things  are  at  their  worst  they  begin  to 
mend.  Since  even  the  nets  came  off  angling  has 
been  at  a  standstill.  Now  the  weather  has  softened 
and  sport  again  brightening. 


"  There  are  no  fish  in  the  water  "  ia  one  of  the 
most  popular  of  errors  with  anglers  who  are  getting 
no  fish.  It  is  the  lamest  of  aU  excuses  with  the 
local  giUie,  and  of  course  repeated  and  re-repeated 
by  lessee  to  lessee,  and  generally  becomes  a  con- 
firmed truth. 


They  are  getting  some  salmon  on  the  mid-reachea 
of  the  Dee.  About  twenty  were  landed  last  week 
on  three  of  the  waters,  but  twenty  to  each  rod 
might  have  been  reckoned  a  decent  average. 


Fishing  the  Ugie  last  week  two  anglers  from 
Aberdeen  caught  three  coalfish  well  into  the  fresh- 
water. They  are  quite  common  at  the  mouth,  but 
seldom  stray  far  from  the  brinj'. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  has  been  deer -stalking  at  \ 
Abergeldie.    Over  twenty  stags  have  been  secured,  j  j 


H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  running  up  a  fine 
score  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee,  and  still 
keeps  the  lead  against  all  comers. 


The  rentals  of  net  and  rod  fishings  on  most 
northern  waters  are  being  seriously  overhauled  in 
the  VsJuation  Coui-ts  just  now,  and  both  are  getting 
and  losing. 


The  Aberdeen  Town  Council  are  going  to  spend  i 

about  a  miUion  on  tapping  the  Avon,  a  tributary  of  I 

the  Spey,  to  get  a  purer  supply  of  water  than  now  I 

runs  into  the  town,  Sf£cial  Scotch.  ^  \ 
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^offings  bp  tl)c  ^ap. 


"  Good  news  is  only  rumoured,  but  bad  news  flies." 


On  Tuesday  morning,  Mr.  G.  Haynes,  hon.  sec.  of 
the  Amicable  Brothers  A.S.,  called  upon  me  to 
announce  the  sudden  death,  after  a  very  short 
illness,  of  the  greatly-respected  President  of  the 
Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Medoalf.  His  genial  and  kindly  nature  had 
endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  loss  will 
be  a  great  blow  to  his  many  friends.  His  kindness 
and  liberality  were  unbounded,  as  hundreds  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  (of  which  he 
was  an  active  vice-president)  can  testify.  He  will 
be  buried  on  Saturday  afternoon  (Sept.  23)  in  the 
famOy  grave  at  Abney  Park  Cemetery. 


The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  have 
just  had  a  successful  netting  at  the  Hampton 
Waterworks  Pond. 


Mr.  L.  Abraham!^,  of  the  Silver  Trout  A.S., 
possesses  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  fresh-water 
fish  in  London,  or  for  that  matter,  anywhere  else. 
They  are  to  be  seen  at  the  Coach  and  Horses,  Wel- 
lington-street, Strand.  Mr.  Abrahams  is  also  an 
ardent  sea  fisherman  and,  in  company  with  his  wife, 
had  three  days'  fishing  off  Brighton  last  week. 
Their  catch  for  the  first  day  was  701b.  of  whiting, 
dabs,  and  three  very  fine  mackerel ;  second  day, 
1201b.,  including  five  mackerel;  third  day,  801b., 
including  eight  mackerel.  All  the  fish  were  taken 
on  rod  and  line. 


The  programme  for  the  winter  session  of  the 
B.S.  A.S.  is  to  hand,  and  contains  a  list  of  interesting 
lectures,  some  of  which  will  be  illustrated  with 
lantern  shdes.  On  Oct.  4  the  presentation  of  the 
"  Sarcelle  "  Cup  and  specimen  fish  medals.  On 
Oct  11  Dr.  D.  S.  Patterson  will  lecture  on  "  Sharks 
and  Dogfish."  On  Oct.  18  Mr.  P.  G.  Aflalo  will 
discourse  on  "  Drift  Line  Fishing  "  ;  and  on  Oct  25 
Mr.  Chas.  Hussey  will  give  an  illustrated  lantern 
lecture  entitled  "The  Fish  and  Fishermen  of  the 
English  Channel."  By  the  way,  all  the  literature 
in  connection  with  the  forthcoming  Deal  Competi- 
tion, on  Nov.  12,  13,  24,  25  and  2f),  is  in  the  hands 
of  members.    Further  particulars  later. 


Southend  Sea  Angling  Festival. 

The  annual  three  days'  festival  organised  by  this 
society  may,  thanks  to  the  energy  of  hon.  sees, 
O.  M.  Howard  and  F.  C.  Summers,  be  pronounced 
a  complete  success.  There  were  320  competitors. 
Sport  generally  was.  good,  especially  on  the  Pier, 
where  Miss  Boucher  captured  a  fioimderof  21b.  IJoz. 
The  two  Challenge  Trophies,  the  Shield  for  the  Boat 
Competition,  and  the  Cup  for  the  competition  on 
the  Pier  were  all  captured  by  members  of  the 
Southend  Club.  Ladies  and  gentlemen  came  from 
all  parts  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  country  to 
compete.  I  notice  that  several  members  of  the 
B.S. A.S.  were  successful,  amongst  them  being 
Mr.  R.  Hingston,  who  took  second  prize  for  the 
greatest  number  of  sizeable  fish — one  day's  catch. 
***** 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  festival  on  Monday  even- 
ing an  al  fresco  concert  was  given  in  the  grounds  of 
the  Middleton  Hotel  under  the  presidency  of  the 
Mayor.  A  splendid  musical  programme  was  pro- 
vided, under  the  directorship  of  Mr.  Edwards,  ably 
supported  by  many  talented  artists.  The  toasts 
were,  "  The  Southend  Angling  Festival,"  "  The 
Visitors,"  "  The  Press,"  not  forgetting  the  "  Prize 
Donors,"  "Artists,"  and  "Committee."  The 
arrangements  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  all 
responsible  are  to  be  congratulated.  Special  railway 
facilities  were  granted  by  the  railway  companies,  and 
all  who  visited  the  popular  seaside  resort  were  loud 
in  their  praise  of  the  hospitality  of  the  Southend 
Angling  Society.  Space  will  not  permit  of  giving 
the  names  of  the  winners,  but  I  hope  to  do  so  next 
week. 


OVERHEAED. 

Innocent  week-ender,  who  obviously  doesn't 
know  a  roach-pole  from  a  boat-hook,  interpolating  : 
"  Er,  excuse  me,  but  if  you're  roach  fishing  and  catch 
a  barbel  what  happens  ?  Must  you  put  it  back  ?  " 
Piscator  (aside) :  "  Barbel  on  a  roach-hook,  ahem  !  " 
(To  inquirer.)  "Well,  sir!  you  puts  'em  in  your 
bag  and  thanks  a  merciful  Providence.  It's  like 
this — you  are  out  for  a  walk  and,  er — well  forgotten 
your  purse — a  good  Samaritan  turns  up  and  suggests 
drinks — I  guess  you  >n't  refuse.  Not  much ! 
Thankee,  sir,  I  don"  .nd,  much  obliged,  I'm  sure 
—your  'ealth,"  c'  .  ,  «c. 


The  following  to  hand  this  (Thursday)  morning : 
"  Result  of  match  between  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Angling  Association,  West  Pier 
Angling  Association,  and  Eastbourne  Angling 
Association.  Three  hours'  fishing.  Fish  taken : 
Codling,  gurnard,  whiting,  mackerel,  conger,  plaice, 
and  dabs.    Sport  here  now  very  good. 

"  Hastings. — Messrs.  J.  Appleton,  W.  H.  Bogbifi, 
A.  Herbert,  F.  Foster,  S.  B.  Dyer,  J.  EUer,  B.  M. 
B  riant,  T.  S.  Tedcastle,  G.  Laugh  ton,  and  J.  V. 
Ellis,  111  lb.  2Joz. 

"West  Pier. — Messrs.  L.  A.  C.  Edwards,  M. 
Wildish,  J.  Minter,  J.  G.  Palmer,  Dr.  Symington, 
H.  L.  Christiani,  R.  F.  Fergu.sson,  Cooper,  A.  Dale, 
and  E.  Dalton— 1281b.  lOioz. 

"Eastbouine. — P.  Perkins,  R.  Agnew,  M.  Hook- 
ham,  L.  R.  Goggs,  E.  H.  Coussens,  G.  Fox,  F.  Hart, 
F.  Emery,  J.  A.  Piper,  A.  Stratford— lOOlb.  (i^oz. 

"Also  out  as  reserve  (Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
A.A.).— H.  Dowsett,  121b.  8oz. ;  L.  J.  Midgley, 
101b.  ;  W.  Powell,  91b.  4oz.— total  weight,  3721b.  9oz. 
— H.  Dowsett." 


A  Phonographic!  Entertainiwent  will  be  given 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorial  Society,  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Mason's  Avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Sept.  26,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
E.  H.  Higgs.  A  very  pleasant  evening  is  anticipated. 


Song  of  the  Ocean. 

Listen  to  the  gentle  moaning 

Of  the  ever-restless  sea. 
As  the  water's  ceaseless  droning 

Sings  a  lullaby  to  me  ; 
Sings,  as  it  has  sung  for  ages, 

With  its  never-ending  roar. 
Louder  as  the  wild  storm  rages. 

Singing,  singing,  evermore. 

Teach  me  wisdom,  great  old  Ocean, 

Gentle,  raging,  grand,  sublime ; 
You  will  never  cease  your  motion. 

Never  till  the  end  of  time. 
Going,  going,  on  forever, 

Never  rest  and  never  sleep  ; 
Moving,  moving,  stopping  never. 

With  your  music  grand  and  deep. 

Teach  me  then  to  keep  on  trying, 

Till  my  mission  is  fulfilled ; 
Never  faltering,  never  sighing. 

Till  my  hand  in  death  is  stilled. 
Till  my  soul  goes  to  the  Master, 

Master  yours,  and  Master  mine ; 
Soaring  upward,  fast  and  faster. 

Sheltered  by  His  love  divine. 

— Newfoundland  Herald. 


A  NOVEL  case  was  recently  heard  at  Bodmin, 
where  Ernest  Hawke  was  fined  10s.  for  fishing  at 
Boscavne,  the  private  water  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Edyvean. 
The  defendant  contended  that  under  an  ancient 
charter  the  burgesses  of  Bodmin  had  a  right  to 
fish  in  the  River  Camel  by  a  charter  of  King  J ohn, 
dated  Dec.  13, 11 99.  Although  this  charter  is  not  now 
in  existence,  it  is  recited  and  confirmed  in  a  charter 
of  Richard  II.,  dated  1379.  The  exercise  of  the  fran- 
chise in  the  charter  is  made  to  depend  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  a  fee-farm  rent  of  £5  10s.,  originally  payable 
to  the  King,  but  of  late  it  has  been  paid  to  Viscount 
Sidmouth.  On  the  other  hand,  the  plaintiff  claimed 
that  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  though  the 
title  deeds,  if  they  ever  existed,  have  long  dis- 
appeared, belongs  to  him  by  right  of  possession, 
extending  over  many  generations  of  successive 
holders  of  his  family.  The  case  has  already  created 
a  deal  of  interest. 


At  a  monthly  meeting  of  "  The  Prevaricators' 
Society  "  a  member  said  : — "  Some  people  consider 
that  an  eel  has  no  sense ;  but  they're  wrong.  For 
instance,  once  when  I  was  fishing  up -Thames  I  saw 
a  young  mother  place  her  year-old  babe  outside 
her  cottage,  near  the  river's  bank,  to  sun  himself ; 
and,  to  keep  him  quiet,  gave  the  little  chap  a  big 
feeding-bottle  of  milk.  Well,  as  I  watched,  I  saw 
a  large  eel  wriggle  out  of  the  water  and  through 
the  grass,  and  insinuate  itself  close  up  to  that 
child.  I  watched  and  wondered,  but  the  eel  was 
only  after  the  mUk.  It  just  slipped  the  teat  out  of 
the  child's  mouth  and  into  its  own,  and  then  the 
thoughtful  and  kindly  eel  put  the  end  of  its  tail 
into  the  child's  mouth  by  way  of  a  comforter." 


On  Sept.  30  the  Gresham  Anglers  will  have  the 
"  Closing  Dinner  of  the  Trout  Season  at  the  Black 
Horse,  Chesham,  at  7  p.m."  Will  members  who 
propose  being  present  kindly  communicate  with 
the  hon.  sec.  as  early  as  possible,  ao  that  arrange- 
ments can  be  made. 


"  Sweet  are  the  uses  of  adver — tisement,"  or, 
rather,  to  what  sweet  uses  can  advertisements  be 
put.  The  following  effusion  shotild  be  credited  to 
Mr.  Derry,  the  energetic  secretary  of  the  Blenheim 
A.S.  :— 

Important. 

A. B.S.  (Anglers'  Benevolent  Society). 

Three  questions  and  their  answers  : — 

Question  :  What  are  the  society's  objects  ? 

Answer  :  Helping  lame  dogs  (anglers)  over  stiles  I. 

Question  :  What  is  the  subscription  ? 

Answer:  Merely  nominal.  Is.  Id.  per  annum. 

Question  :  Why  should  I  subscribe  ?  , 

Answer :  Because  I  am  an  angler  and  a  member 
of  the  B.A.S.  Our  secretary  is  anxious  to  see  all 
members'  names  on  his  list  as  subscribers,  and  sends 
this  as  a  "  tickler."  This  is  a  deserving  cause,  so 
don't  be  bashful ! 

•  *  »  »  » 

Mr.  Barber,  whose  solo  aim  in  life  one  would 
imagine  is  to  enrol  every  London  angler  as  a  member 
of  the  A.B.S.,  says  that  if  the  demand  is  sufficient 
he  will  have  postcards  printed  in  this  form  in  order 
to  lighten  the  work  of  club  secretaries  (unon  whom 
the  membership  of  the  A.  B.  S.  depends)  in  coaxing 
their  members  to  join.  They  could  be  printed  so  as 
to  leave  a  small  space  available  for  club  notices,  and 
this  is  tantamount  to  an  offer  of  stationery  gratis. 


The  Pictorial  Comedy  for  October  has  just  reached 
me,  and  I  can  but  admire  the  standard  of  excellence 
maintained  by  the  editor  of  this  vivacious  magazine. 
The  literary  portion  is  capital.  Juliet  Wilbor 
Tompkins  contributes  "Mr.  Anderson  of  the  'Sen- 
tinel'"; Tom  Masson,  "Mary's  Little  Lamb  in 
Different  Keys,"  an  amusins;  bit  of  drollery  ;  Helena 
Smith,  "  Jane's  Social  Success " ;  and  Harold 
Avery,  "A  HoUday  by  the  Sea."  The  odd  cornerj 
of  the  paper  are  fitted  with  smart  witticisms,  calcu- 
lated to  make  a  goldfish  guffaw.  The  pictorial 
portion  is  chiefly  from  the  capable  pencil  of  the  one 
and  only  C.  Dana  Gibson,  whose  girls 'are  just 
sweet,  although  clever  drawings  are  presented  by 
H.  Jacobs,  C.  Broughton,  H.  Hutt,  and  R.  M. 
Crosby.  'The  magazine  is  published  by  Messrs. 
J.  Henderson  and  Sons,  Red  Lion  Court,  E.C., 
price  sixpence. 


An  extraordinary  story,  says  a  Rhyl  contem- 
porary, comes  from  Gerardmer,  in  the  Vosges. 
Some  weeks  ago  the  Thillot  Musical  Society  went 
on  an  excursion  to  Gerardmer,  and  while  rowing  on 
the  lake  there  the  treasurer  dropped  a  purse  con- 
taining £8  into  the  water.  Recently  a  fisherman 
caught  an  enormous  pike,  weighing  34lb.,  which 
was  sold  to  the  H6';el  du  Lac  for  £1  153.  The  cook, 
on  opening  the  fish,  discovered  the  puree,  and  the 
fact  coming  to  the  landlord's  knowledge,  he  remem- 
bered the  circumstance  of  the  treasurer's  loss.  He 
immediately  wrote  to  the  treasurer,  who  is  delighted 
at  the  unexpected  resovery  of  his  purse. 


Amusement,  in  its  current  issue,  shows  a  strength 
that  indicates  undoubted  growth.  Probablv  the 
chief  contribution  is  a  new  comedy,  "  Edward  VII.," 
by  Mr.  W.  N.  Stedman,  in  whi'-h  are  many  merits. 
The  editorial  pen  of  Mr.  Edwin  Drew  is  quite 
evident  in  several  sketches  and  stories.  It  is  pub- 
lished on  the  loth  of  each  month  at  7,  Whitefriars- 
street,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 


The  members  of  the  Writtle  (Essex)  Sparrow 
Club  have  killed  during  the  past  season  11,62.5 
sparrows;  and  the  Billericay  Club  (Essex),  4421 
sparrows  during  the  same  period. 


"Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  man  who  was  thanlcful 
for  a  poor  digestion  ?  "    "  Yes  ;  Jonah." 


The  MERRY-Go-RotTND. 
That  life  is  a  queer  kind  of  quirk 

Is  a  fact  we  infer  every  day; 
For  'tis  play  makes  us  able  to  work — 
And  'tis  work  makes  us  able  to  play. 

—Puck. 


Two  Irishmen  were  crossing  a  bog  when  one  of 
them  fell  into  a  mudhole.  His  companion,  running 
to  a  nearby  farmhouse,  asked  the  loeui  of  a  spade. 
"What  do  you  want  it  for?  "  asked  the  farmer. 
"  Sure,  Mike  is  stuck  in  the  bog,  and  I  want  to  dig 
him  out,"  was  the  answer.  "  How  far  is  he  sunk  ?  " 
questioned  the  farmer.  "  Up  to  his  ankles."  "  Be- 
gorra,  then,  he  can  easy  walk  out."  "  Begorra,  h© 
can't,"  exclaimed  Pat,  "  he'a  in  wrong  end  up." 

DsAaNST.  ; 
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Pfovifieial  flngliiig  l^otes 

must  arrive  by  /irsi  post  on  Thursday  inorni7rg. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  grand  fi.-hing  weather  during 
the  past  week,  and  spcrt  on  the  whole  has  been 
gi  od.  All  our  rivers  are  just  now  in  the  best  of 
tondition.  From  the  Severn,  in  the  upper  leaches 
above  Hampton  Lode,  good  catchfs  of  roach  und 
dace  have  been  had,  and  a  few  good  chub  have  been 
taken.  The  time  is  just  coming  on  for  the  latter 
fish,  when  our  Kidderminster  friends  will  be  at  them 
with  the  blood  and  brains.  On  the  Avon  bream 
and  roach  have  been  going  well  at  the  stewed  wheat. 
The  roaih  a  e  taking  the  bait  in  the  Severn.  I  hear 
some  very  gicd  reports  from  the  Avon  at  Twyning 
Fleet.  I  Sport  has  very  much  improved  in  the 
reighbourhood,  and  the  takes  of  bream  and  roach 
have  greatly  improved  of  late.  At  Pershore  and 
Wyre  sport  has  been  good  during  the  weekdays 
when  the  mills  have  been  at  work.  Things  have 
been  good  at  Stratford,  Bilfoid,  Benton,  and  Har- 
vington.  The  Borde-ley  Waltonions,  who  rent  a 
rice  stretch  cf  water  above  Bidford,  have  had  a 
very  good  time  of  it  of  late,  some  good  perch  up  to 
2,Ub.  have  been  taken  with  the  spinning  minnow. 
The  Aston  Britanria  members  have  also  had  a  good 
time  of  it  in  their  private  portion  of  the  Avon  near  to 
Harvington.  The  Arrow,  which  is  a  tributary  of  the 
Avon,  has  been  fi-hed  near  to  Wixford,  and  sport  all 
along  the  river  in  this  neighbourhood  has  been 
good  all  round,  some  very  good  roach,  perch,  dace, 
and  eels  have  been  taken.  Sport  has  been  good 
with  the  dace  on  the  Mease,  and  the  Hearts  of  Oak 
members  have  done  well  on  their  private  water  at 
Acton  in  the  River  Penk.  Sport  has  been  very 
quiet  in  the  Tamworth  district.  Gcod  all-round 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  Trent  in  the  Rugeley 
and  Alrewas  district.  Canal  fishing  has  been  above 
the  average  ;  the  Lichfield  canal  has  been  fished 
up  to  the  Fradley  junction  where  it  joins  the 
Coventry  canal,  good  catches  of  roach  have 
been  had  here  with  the  paste  below  the 
junction  down  towards  Alrewas  and  Barton  and 
Walton.  Our  other  canals  have  been  well  patronised, 
and  sport  all  round  has  been  good.  The  trout 
season  on  Whitacie  Reservoir  has  just  clo-ed ; 
it  has  been  very  disappointing,  and  the  worst 
fcrsome  years;  it  has  been  stated  that  the  water 
contains  too  many  perch.  With  these  fish  out  of 
the  water  the  reservoir  may  recov-er  its  good  name 
again.  We  have  had  one  or  two  sharp  frosts  during 
the  past  week,  this  will  do  much  to  put  the  pike  on 
the  feed.  I  have  heard  of  a  few  small  fish  being 
taken,  but  before  long  I  hope  to  have  tj  record  some 
good  fish  having  been  taken. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  on  the  Witham  has  been  carried  on  under 
much  pleasanter  conditions  tliis  week  owing  to  the 
removal-  of  large  patches  of  surface  weed.  This 
enabled  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association  to 
bring  off  their  annual  sweepstakes  at  Kirkstead  on 
Monday.  At  one  time  it  was  thought  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  waters  would  not  permit  of  this  being 
done.  It  was  cjuite  a  gala  day  amongst  fishermen, 
and  no  less  than  1150  competitors  tcok  part  irr  the 
contest.  The  executive  gave  the  large  sum  of  £120 
and  al-o  £30  in  minor  prizes  to  be  competed  for  by 
hon&  fule  members  of  the  association  at  sn  entrance 
fee  of  2s.  each.  To  the  stake  Mr.  A.  Hartley  gave 
his  annual  gift  of  £5.  and  also  two  guineas  to  the 
actual  winner.  In  addition  a  silver  cup  and  one 
guinea  for  the  best  specimen  fi-h  were  given  by  Aid. 
J.  R.  Wheatley,  the  cup  to  be  held  tor  one  year. 
The  draw  for  places  took  place  at  the;  King's 
Arms  Hotel  at  1 1  o'clock,  and  fishing  took  place  tor 
three  hours  during  the  afternoon.  There  was  a 
good  deal  of  floating  weed  in  places  and  some 
competitori  were  coasiderably  handicapped  in 
their  operations.  Others  suffered  little  on  this 
account.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  match  it  was 
found  that  G.  Bunting,  of  Sheffield,  had  won  the 
first  prize  of  £10  and  the  gold  medal  with  a  catch  of 
71b.  2Jos!.  The  next  nine  in  order  of  merit  were  : — 
W.  AUen  (Sheffield),  £7,  with  a  catch  of  51b.  lOoz.  ; 
J.  Hazlehurst  (Sheffield)  £6,  with  51b.  2^07,.  ;  J. 
Williamfton  (Boston)  £5,  with  .51b. ;  T.  Slack  (Shef- 
field) £4,  with  41b.  ll  joz.  ;  J.  Bradshaw  (Sheffield) 
£3  lOs.,  with  41b.  4|oz. ;  Cr.  Routlodge  (Boston)  £3, 
with  31b.  15J0Z.;  T.  Twigg  (Rotherham)  £2  lOs., 
with  .31b.  14ioz.  ;  and  Q.  Astill  (Sheffield)  £2  58., 
With  31b.  13oz.  There  were  a  considerable  number 
of  other  prizes  which  varied  from  £2  downwards. 
Sport  on  other  waters  has  been  fairly  satlsiactory. 
Some  fine  lots  of  roarih  have  been  creolcd,  three  or 
four  rods  having  taken  as  much  as  201b.  as  the 
result  of  a  day's  work.  The  warm  weather  ban 
again  brought  bream  on  the  feed,  and  quite  a 
nurnl^er  of  good  fish  have  been  killed,  one  or  two 
weighing  up  to  .51  b.  apiece. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  brace  of  trout  have  boon  taken  in  the 
Driffield  Canal.  FrodRngham  Beck,  and  other  tribu- 
taries of  the  River  Hull,  but  thoy  have  only  run 
small,  very  few  heavy  fish  having  been  taken 
during  the  season.  On  Monday  (Sept.  18)  one  of 
the  watchers  of  the  Driffield  trout  ttreams  trapped 
a  fine  female  otter,  weighing  171b.,  and  I  hear  of 
another  being  seen  as  low  down  tlie  river  us  Wawne. 
Roach  fishing  has  improved  a  little  during  the  week, 
and  from  Arratn,  Leven  Lock,  and  Hempholme 
a  few  decent  catche-i  are  reported.  A  few 
nice  fish  have  also  been  taken  with  paste  in 
the  vicinity  of  Wawne  and  Cicey,  and  with  maggots 
several  good  bream  have  been  secured  at  Beverley 
Beckend  and  Weelferry,one  Beverley  angler  securing 
a  couple  before  breakfast  at  the  Beckend  that  scaled 
about  3^1b.  each.  Several  club  matches  will  shortly 
be  decided  on  the  river  at  vaiious  places.  The 
George  and  Dragon  A.S.  and  Market  Tavern  A.C.  will 
each  fish  a  match  at  Hull  Bridge  on  October  1. 
Some  good  catches  of  bream  are  being  made  on  the 
Ancholme  at  Brigg  and  vicinity,  both  with  maggots 
and  worms,  several  of  the  fish  scaling  fiom  21b.  to 
31b.  each.  The  Brigg  anglers  are  doing  remarkably 
well  amongst  these  fish  by  ground-baiting  over- 
night. The  Alexander  Angling  Association  of 
Hull  fished  a  match  at  Saxby  Bridge  last  week, 
Mr.  H.  Wharam  taking  the  first  prize  with 
31b.  3oz.  Sport  on  the  River  Ludd  continues 
first-class,  both  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  Firebeacon, 
and  Austin  Fen.  The  Newtown  A.S.  fished  their 
fir^t  mat.h  at  the  latter  place,  and  had  some 
capital  sport,  Mr.  T.  Broadwith  topping  the  winners 
with  61b.  14^z.  ;  H.  Holmes,  61b.  8  Joz. ;  A.  Wright, 
61b.  fi-^oz.  ;  and  F.  Scarborough  fourth  with  61b. 
of  nice  fish,  and  all  the  other  competitors  had  very 
fair  catches. 

FROM  THE   LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Since  the  heavy  flood  mentioned  in  my  last 
report  we  have  had  some  fairly  good  settled  weather, 
and  at  the  time  I  write  it  seems  inclined  to  last. 
The  Kent,  however,  has  been  far  too  high  to  admit 
of  good  night  fishing  for  sea-trout,  and  although  it 
has  now  fined  down  nicely,  so  also  has  the  moon 
done  ditto,  the  latter  having  reached  the  full 
on  Sept.  13,  so  that  finis  may  now  be  written 
of  the  night  fishing  for  morts  and  sprods  for 
1905.  A  few  decent  baskets  have  been  taken,  Mr. 
Evershed  having  sixteen  fish  ficm  the  Leveiis 
Park  Fishery  on  Monday,  and  Capt.  Tus  m  has  al-;o 
been  responsible  for  a  few  nice  lots  from  the  same 
water.  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee,  the  lessee  of  the  Lower 
Levens  Fishery,  has  had  a  wretched  season — the 
place  has  fished  very  badly.  On  the  water  above 
Mr.  Hayes  has  had  two  or  th.ee  panniers  running 
up  to  a  dozen  fish.  Mr.  Bland  took  seven  ni:e  ones 
on  Sept.  14,  and  Mr.  Metcalf  half  a  dozen.  On  Sept.  15 
Mr.  Millburn  had  a  wonderful  streak  of  luck  with 
a  151b.  salmon;  he  foul  hooked  it  by  the  fork  of 
the  tail,  the  rod  being  a  light  trout  rod.  He  was  at  the 
time  pennelling  for  sprods,  and  the  hooks  were  but 
No.  3  (Kendal  size).  Under  disadvantages  like 
the  e  he  landed  the  fish  in  an  hour's  time — a  won- 
derful performance.  Day  fishing  for  sprods  with 
the  small  duns  is  now  good,  arrd  should  continue  so 
for  another  month. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoIIin  is  in  excellent  trim  and  good  sport  is 
recorded,  especially  with  roach  and  fperch.  Mars- 
land  Green  was  the  centre  of  attraction  last  week 
with  an  open  match,  Geo.  Wood  securing  the  first 
prize.  Next  Saturday,  Leigh,  where  open  contests 
are  very  popular,  will  be  the  rendezvous  for  another 
£5  cash  event  in  the  L.  and  L.  Canal.  The  Swinton 
anglers  obtained  good  weights  in  their  match  at 
Northwich  last  week-end,  J.  Sykes,  sen.,  winning 
the  first  prize.  The  Antelope  A.S.,  IBolton,  are  due 
at  Aslley  to-day;  and  this  week-end  also  the 
Ashbury  A.S.  will  contest  for  a  silver  cup  and 
at  Bollington.  The  Robin  Hood  A.S. ,  Clifton,  had 
a  good  turn  at  Monton  last  Saturday,  R.  Wallwork, 
jun.,  winning  the  first  prize.  To-day  they  are  due 
at  Clayton  to  fish  an  inter-club  match  with  the 
Openshaw  Centrals.  The  Clowes  A.S.,  Gorton, 
visited  Northwich  and  uwarded  all  their  eighteen 
prizes,  W.  Mackie,  sen.,  securing  the  first.  The 
Little  Hulton  anglers  will  be  contesting  for  prizes 
this  week-end. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Last  Monday  evening  the  Moss  Side  Socials  held 
one  of  their  enjoyable  ladies'  socials  and  pre- 
sented the  prizes  won  during  the  season.  It  was 
over  all  tco  early,  but  they  are  to  have  another 
jollification  when  they  receive  the  shield  in  about  a 
month.  This  week-end  they  visit  Keadby  and  fish 
an  inter-club  match  with  the  Salford  Socials.  La-t 
week-end  the  Hulme,  Welcomb,  and  the  Geoi  ge  clubs 
fiilihed  their  annual  inter-club  match  at  Broken  Cross. 
For  the  third  successive  year  victory  rested  with 
the  former  by  12oz,    Special  prizes  were  awarded 


to  C.  Whitehouso,  J.  Eati^  n,  and  R.  Brown.  The 
Ardwick  A.S.  conclude  their  Keason  this  week  end. 
The  True  Sportsmen  awarded  all  their  prizes  last 
week-end,  H.  Rarnsden  hoacimg  the  list.  The  trip 
to  Northwitli  was  very  enjoyable.  Last  week  en  I 
the  Tankard  Angling  Society  visited  Althorpe  and 
fished  a  keen  contest.  This  week  end  the  Craven 
Angling  Society  are  duo  at  Vale  Roval  to  fish  a 
contest.  The  Beswick  Anglers  did  well  at  Althorpe 
last  week  end,  W.  ThrelUold  securing  premier 
honours.  The  two  special  pri•/e^  given  by  Mr.  J.  E 
Chadwick,  Manchester,  in  the  late  Worsley  Cana 
Fishing  Contest  have  been  awa'ded  to  the  Cifton 
Anglers  and  tho  Tyldesley  Anglers  The  in  proved 
weather  has  stirred  up  our  city  rods,  and  tl.ey  are 
at  present  very  active. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  always  expect  the  Trent  to  be  low  and  bright 
in  September,  but  if  late  the  water  has  been 
running  at  an  exceptionally  low  height.  But  the 
lowness  has  given  the  barbel  fishermen  a  chance, 
and  for  once  in  a  way  the  weather  has  been  of 
a  more  settled  description.  At  all  events  there 
has  been  an  ab-ence  of  boisterous  winds.  At 
Wilford  adjoining  the  Bee  bank,  Mr.  T.  Davies 
has  killed  eiaht  or  nine  fish  to  the  worm  from 
his  punt,  and  sport  has  been  better  at  Colwick 
Weirs,  on  the  Holme  Pierrepont  section  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kelham,  and  Averham  Weirs. 
A  few  nice  fish  have  also  been  met  with  at 
East  Stoke  and  in  the  Flintham  private  waters. 
Greaves  baitings  ought  now  to  be  attended  with 
even  more  success  than  those  of  worms,  though  it  is 
unwise  to  overdo  the  swi'ns  selected  for  operation 
upon.  To  get  the  stuff  down  C|iiickly,  intermix  with 
a  portion  of  linseed  meal,  on  which  barbel  are  known 
to  feed  freely  at  times.  Tlio  "  tip  "  is  not  generally 
known,  but  we  know  it  is  well  worth  following. 
Large  quantities  of  roach  have  again  been  creeled 
on  moot  favourite  stretches  of  the  river  with  bread 
paste,  and  some  grand  lots  of  dace  to  gentles  have 
been  obtained  in  the  Burton  Joyce  district.  Wasp 
grubbing  seems  to  have  been  "  ofl',"  but  there  has 
been  more  doing  towards  nights  amongst  chub  and 
dace  with  the  tly.  A  few  choice  roach  have  also 
been  taken,  and  from  now  to  October  these  fish 
will  be  found  to  rise  freely  at  a  fly  dressed  as 
follows : — Body,  orange  silk,  ribbed  with  silver 
tinsel ;  hackle,  either  outside  woodcock  or  partridge. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  riveis — Severn,  Teme  and  Avon — -are  now 
in  good  order  for  all-round  angling,  yet  sport  during 
the  past  week  has  been  anything  but  good,  and  the 
rods  taking  part  in  the  several  club  contests  have 
been  very  unfortunate,  and  only  part  uf  the  prizes 
were  taken.  The  Arboretum  had  their  third  contest 
in  the  club  water  in  the  Teme  at  Horsham.  Mr. 
F.  White  took  first  prize  with  a  brace  of  nice  gray- 
lind  ;  second,  A.  Winwood  with  dace.  The  Work- 
ing Men's  Club  had  a  good  muster  on  the  banks  of 
the  Avon,  on  Sept.  17,  but  only  two  had  weishable 
fish  :  first,  W.  Hill ;  second,  J.  Monkland.  Several 
caught  some  good  fish  after  the  contest.  The 
Barbourne  Inn  Club  had  their  third  conte-t  in  the 
Severn  above  Camp,  and  had  very  fair  sport.  Mr. 
A.  Mills  was  well  to  the  fore,  and  the  the  third 
prizewinner,  Mr.  J.  Ford,  among  his  catch  had  a 
fine  roach,  1  lb.  6oz.  The  St.  John's  Club  fished 
their  annual  contest  in  the  Teme  at  Stanford 
Bridge.  There  were  eight  prizes,  anci  a  valuable 
Woicester  porcelain  cup — a  trophy  given  annually 
for  the  gieatest  aggregate  weight  in  the  three 
principal  contests  fished  during  the  season,  and 
which  was  won  by  Mr.  Chris.  James,  who  had  a  lead 
of  61b.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  contest,  the  takes 
were  weighed  at  the  Stamford  Bridge  Hotel,  and  the 
winners  were  :  Firs+,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higas,  31b.  9^z. ; 
second,  Mr.  C.  Denley,  31b.  7oz.  ;  third,  W.  Row- 
berry,  21b.  12oz.  ;  fourth,  W.  Bullock,  21b.  Sioz.  ; 
fifth,  W.  Packer,  21b.  Coz. ;  sixth,  Mi-.  J.  Stokes, 
21b.  IJoz.  ;  seventh,  A.  Roberts,  1  lb.  8oz.  ;  eighth, 
F.  Richardson,  1  lb.  3oz.  A  few  good  individual 
catches  are  recorded.  Mr.  Allington,  Prince  of 
Wales  Club,  caught  some  fine  bream  in  the  Avon 
at  Wyre,  heaviest  31b.  12oz.  Mr.  R.  Thompson, 
Working  Men's  Club,  grand  catch  of  seventy-two 
fine  roach  in  the  same  water.  In  the  Teme  Mr.  J. 
Jones,  four  brace  of  grayling  and  seven  dace;  Mr. 
C.  Caswell,  six  brace  gi  ay  ling  and  eight  very  fine 
dace.  In  the  Severn,  close  to  the  city,  Mr.  A.  Harri- 
son, York  House  Club,  fire  show  of  chub  and  roach, 
heaviest  over  21b.  ;  cheese  paste  was  the  bait. 
Trout  fishing  is  almost  a  dead  letter;  have  not 
heaid  of  a  single  fi-h  being  taken,  but  the  weather 
is  cold  and  the  nights  frosty,  and  grayling  fishing 
should  be  good. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  club  matches  came  oti  on  Sept.  16.  The 
Bishopthorpe  A.C.  held  their  annual  competition 
on  the  Ouse,  when  Mr.  J.  Fowler  was  an  easy 
winner  with  31b.  4ioz. ;  Mr.  Emil  Atkinson,  last 
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CXJLAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  In 
numerous  Lochs,  FBEE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires:  "Oiilag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  Lairo,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fisliing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Loclis.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.  Good  Boats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.  Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.  ^^^/fX  Y,  Ptoprietnx. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middle/ifOB. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day'a  sport  of  Flke, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Freih  stocked.  860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Krequent 
Trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Wehh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

sizBS  OF  Fish 

Bream,  10  Inch 
Dace,  6  Inch. 


Flke,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Kudd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 


Perch,  8  Inch. 
Ondgeon,  1  Inch 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  16. 


FISHING. 


aoi.F. 


UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

XTnder  Distinguished  Patronage. 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Eictract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  Is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 

"And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout. 
And  here  and  there  a  jrayling." 

TENBURY  (G.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fishingon  the  RiverTeme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  Manager. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT   CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3d.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  ma  Bangor.— Proprietor.T.  J.  COTTRELL. 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmtn  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 


The  Gweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Anure.  Comfortable  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  banks  of  the  Gweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Lough  Anure,  and  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
60s.  weekly.  Fishing  25s.  weekly,  40s.  fort- 
nightly, 60s.  monthly.  Grilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.  8,000  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  12th  August.  Apply — 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  Donegal. 
TeXei/rams :  "Hotel  Croi.lv,  Gwkkdoue." 


Trailing  for  Trout  anil  Piko  is 
now  at  its  bestm 

THE  FINEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

IJiifts  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
shallows.  Nearly  70,000  acres  of  deep-water 
fishing  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Louglis  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Under  New 
Management;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
Baths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Tariff. 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery;  bracing 
air  ;  only  4|  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  application  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor, 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 

Private  Hotet, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Salmon  Fishing* 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanupe,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 


THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  " Hotel  Harris." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 


Border  £sk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing"  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


LOWESTOFT. 

BOARD  AND  RESIDENCE, 

with  every  comfort,  offered  to  Gentlemen 
for  the  Fishing  Season. 

Highest  Testimonials. 

Miss  READ,  58,  Carlton  Road,  Kirkley, 
Lowestoft  (near  Claremont  Pier). 


GOOD  RIYER  FISHING, 

with  delightful  winter  quarters  to 
PAYING  GUESTS.  Quiet,  bracing, 
sunny,  sheltered.  Near  Railway  Station. 
Liberal  table.  Good  cooking.  ,  Moderate 
terms. 

Horwood,  Quarry  Bank,  Tackley,  Oxon. 


WEST  OF  IRELAND. 

TO  BE  LET,  excellent 

SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT 
FISHING, 

with  snug  Winter  Shoot,  9,000  acres  and 
Lodge. — Apply  to  Jos.  Braddkll  &  Son, 
Belfast. 


BITJE-NOT. 

A  new  preparation  for  allaying  the 
irritation  of  insect  bites,  and  for  keeping 
these  pests  away.-Fide  Fishing  Gazette, 
August  19th,  1905,  p.  149. 

Price  1/-  per  bottle.   Double  size,  1/6. 

DUNNING,   Chemist,  VENTNOR. 


MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

KUrea,  co.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  &  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appoint- 
ments up-to-date.  Billiards,  Boats, 
Vehicles,  &o.  Now  Fish  Hatchery  in 
operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10». 
per  week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets, 
£1  Is. ;  Daily,  5s.  Boat  and  Man,  5s. 
per  day.  Cheaper  Angling  terms  on 
Upper  Water. — Address,  Manageress. 


a- aQ  ZH*  "x*  jc  XI  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  (or  termi  to  J.  T. 
PICKEBSOILL,  U,  Market  Place,  Kelghley, 
York. 


Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Boach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours, 
White  and  Pink.  Packets  3d.  &  6d.eacb. 


CEFtOLEUlVr. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &c. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 


Of  TAOKLI  DSAXEEB  at  home  and  abroad,  ot 

direct  from  the  Kaker, 

Wir^XjULlMI  KING, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

Postage  Extra. 


THE  QUEEN'S  HALL 
ORCHESTRA,  Ltd. 

IJirectors — 
Edgar  Speyer,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
The  Earl  Howe,  G.C. V.O.  H.  Egan  Hill,  Esq. 

Lt.-Col.  Arthur  Collins,  C.B. 
He.nry  J.  Wood,  Esq.        Secretary,  F.  POFB. 

SYMPHONY 
CONCERTS 

QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA 

Conductor — 
Mr.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


QUEEN  S  HALL 

(Sole  Lessees — Messrs.  Chappell  &  Co.,  Ltd.) 


190S. 

November  4th  &  18th 
December  2ncl  &  16th 
1906. 

January  20th 
February  3rcl  &  17th 
March  3rd 


)  Saturdays  at 
j        3  p.m. 


1  Satu 
)  3 


rdays  at 
p.m. 


SUBSCRIPTION. 
Grand  Circle  and  Stalls  (Numbered  and 

Reserved)— 
For  the  Eight  Concerts. ..£2  lOs.  &  £1  15s. 
For  the  Four  Concerts 

before  Christmas  £1  5s.  &  17s.  6d. 

For  the  Four  Concerts 

after  Christmas   £1  5s.  &  17s.  6d. 

Single  Tickets— Reserved,  7s.  6d.  &  5s, 

Unreserved,  2s.  6d.  &  Is. 


FULL  PROGRAMMES  WILL  BE  DULV  ANNOUNCED. 


Usual  Agents ;  Chappell's  Box  Office,  Queen's 
Hall ;  and 

Tito  Queen's  Hall  Orchestra,  Ltd. 
320,  Regent  Street,  W. 
ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


Read  Tliia. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelopa 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addrew 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIB8 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2S. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD* 
WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackl* 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

John  HVlilte  A:  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


SALMON  FISHINGTO  RENT 

The  Salmon  Fishing  Piscary  in  the 

RIVER  OF  ATRAN,  SWEDEN. 

eventually  only  the  angling  right  which 
is  due  to  town  of  Falkenberg,  may  be 
rented  from  the  1st  of  March,  1906. 

Please  send  the  offers  to  the  Board  of 
Finances  at  Falkenberg,  which  with  plea- 
sure will  give  all  necessary  information. 

Falkenberg,  in  the  month  of  August, 
1905.    For  the  Board  of  Finances, 

CARL  STENBERG, 


WILLIAM  JONES 

SALMON  FLT  DRESSER. 
Ih  years'  practical  experience,  including 
6  years  with  8.  AUcock  &  Oo.,  R«ddttch,  and 
4  years  with  R.  Anderson  &  Sons,  Edinburgh. 

All  Standard  Patterns  and  .Sizes  Stocked, 


Flies  Dressed  to  any  Pattern  at  shortest 
notice.  All  Flies  tied  on  Tested  Hooks 
and  guaranteed  first-class.  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Prices  on  Application.  Address— 

25,  Prospect  Hill,  Redditch. 


FOR 

IDEAL  SUMMER  HOLIDAY 

SELECT  THE 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND, 

Via  THE  MIDLAND  BAILWAY 
and  HEYSHAM. 


BRACING  CLIMATE. 

The  Coasts  of  Antrim,  Derry,  and  Donegal 
front  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  air  is  in- 
vigorating, and  the  temperature  mild  and 
equable. 

MAGNIFICENT  SCENERY. 

Rivers  and  Glens,  Mountains  and  Cliffs, 
Lough  and  Sea  Coast. 

GOLF  LINKS 

At  Poi  trush  (Championship  Course),  Greenis- 
land.  Island  Magee  (Larne  Harbour),  Bally, 
castle,  Portstewart,  Castlerock,  Magilligan 
Point,  Buncrana,  Portsalon,  Rosapenna. 

TRAVEL  IN  COMFORT. 

By  the  new  route,  via  Heysham,  passenger* 
have  the  advantage  of  the  fastest  and  most 
up-to-date  Steamers.  Dining  Car  Express 
Trains  between  principal  towns  and  cities  in 
England  and  Heysham  Harbour.  Trains  run 
alongside  the  Steamers.  Luggage  trans- 
ferred free  of  charge. 
OAILY  SAILINGS  (Sundays  excepted). 

HEYSHAM   dep.  11.0  p.m. 

BELFA.ST  (Donegal  Quay)  ..    ..  arr.  5.30  a.m. 

  Satys. 

BELFAST  (Donegal  Quay)  dep.  9.0  p.m.  11.30 p.m. 

HEYSHAM   arr.  4.25  a.m.  7.0  a.m. 

CHEAP  TICKETS. 

Holders  of  Midland  Tourist  Tickets  can 
obtain  at  the  Company's  Belfast  and  other 
Offices  Cheap  Eight-Day  Contract  Tickets  at 
nominal  rates,  entitling  them  to  travel  over 
300  miles  of  the  best  Tourist  Country  in 
Ireland. 

HOTELS. 

The  Company's  Hotels  at  Belfast  and  Port- 
rush  are  olMe  to  the  railway  station.  Tariff 
moderate. 

INFORMATION 

Respecting  Tickets.Reserved  Compartments, 
Conveyance  of  Luggage  in  Advance,  BERTHS 
on  Steamers,  &c  ,  will  be  promptly  given  on 
application  to  any  Midland  Station  Master, 
Agent,  or  District  Superintendent,  or  to 
Mr.  .T.  Elliott,  Superintendent  of  the  Line, 
Derby. 

JOHN  MATHIESON,  General  Manager. 
Derby,  1905. 
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year's  winner,  was  second,  with  1  lb.  9^oz.,  and  was 
closely  followed  by  Mr.  Fred.  Atkinson,  1  lb.  8oz. 
Mr,  Edward  Walls  managed  1  lb.  luoz.  for  the 
George  Inn  A. A.  at  Wheldrake  (closing  match),  the 
water  being  in  poor  condition.  The  working  men's 
clubs  are  very  active.  Leeman  Road  finished  the 
season  at  Scoby  in  splendid  weather  and  with  the 
water  in  grand  condition,  but  the  catch  was  small. 
Mr.  D.  Shamrock,  21b.  14Joz.,  was  first,  and  took 
the  special  for  the  best  pair  with  two  nice  chub  ;  Mr. 
J.  Winterburn,  21b.  12Joz.,  second;  Mr.  A.  Dunkley, 
21b.  9ioz.,  third.  Mr.  G.  Parkinson  had  the  large  ;t 
eel,  Mr.  W.  Austin  the  biggest  roach,  and  Mr.  J. 
Wrigglesworth  the  largest  dace,  whilst  Mr.  J,  H. 
Smith  had  the  greatest  variety,  and  also  won  the 
aggregate  prize  for  two  matches  with  61b.  6foz. 
The  anglers  at  Terry's  confectionery  works,  York, 
closed  a  successful  seasDn  at  Beningbrough,  Colonel 
Dawnay  giving  permission  to  fish.  Mr.  J.  Pratt, 
lib.  lljoz.  was  first  and  secured  a  special,  as 
also  did  Mr.  C.  Hudson.  St.  Olave's  A.C.  held 
their  annual  sweep  at  Newton-on-Ouse,  when 
Mr.  A.  Garnett  won  with  21b.  7oz.,  and  S3cured 
the  prize  for  the  most  fish ;  Mr.  Sherwood, 
second,  21b.  2oz.,  having  the  largest  roach.  York 
Clarence  W.M.  Club  had  their  second  match  at 
Newton,  when  the  result  was  disappointing, 
although  every  angler  made  a  catch.  Meisrs.  G. 
Martin,  H.  Martin,  W.  Ingledon,  and  H.  Cooper 
were  the  leading  winners  with  an  average 
weight  of  21b.  The  members  of  the  York- 
shire Herald  A.C.  wound  up  the  season  at 
Linton-on-Ouse.  The  catch  proved  a  record  one  in 
poundage,  although  the  sample  of  fish  was  nothing 
out  of  the  common.  Mr.  E.  Simpson,  who  carried 
ofi  the  silver  cup  at  the  August  match,  was  an  easy 
first  with  41b.  8|oz.,  and  included  in  his  take  were 
the  six  best  roach  which  secured  the  special  prize. 
Mr.  C.  Wardle,  last  year's  cup  holder,  came  next 
with  21b.  lljoz.,  Mr.  J.  Procter  was  third  with 
21b.  8oz.,  and  ilr.  ]\L  Watson  fourth  with  21b.  Ofoz. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  favourable 
throughout  the  country  since  the  last  notes  were 
written,  but  sport  does  not  appear  to  have  exhibited 
a  general  improvement.  Salmon  and  peal  have 
been  sluggish  on  many  of  the  principal  waters  still 
open  for  angUng,  and  sport,  generally  speaking,  has 
been  telow  the  mark,  as  far  as  those  fi-sh  aie  con- 
cerned. Sea-trout  are  now  beginning  to  rise  better 
on  those  lakes  and  rivers  that  hold  those  fish,  though 
no  extraordinary  takes  have  been  reported  from 
any  quarter.  Sea  angUng  has  been  furnishing  fine 
sport  at  nearly  all  kinds  of  fish  usually  taken  at 
each  fishing  station  during  the  week.  Many 
anglers,  fishing  on  lakes  and  rivers  near  the  sea, 
owing  to  dull  sport  on  the  former  have  turned  their 
attention  to  the  latter,  and  have  had  ample  sport, 
and  were  therefore  much  pleased  at  the  change. 
The  weather  has  been  very  fine,  making  sea  angling 
pleasant. 

NOETH  OF  IbELAND, 

About  twenty-four  hours'  rain  is  needed  to  put 
the  rivers  in  trim  which  close  on  the  last  day  of 
this  month.  The  Maine  is  in  good  order.  On 
Sept.  16  Mr.  Thomas  Topping,  fishing  the  Kells- 
water  sections,  creeled  a  score  of  trout,  and  some 
other  successes  were  reported.  The  usual  destruc- 
tion of  trout  in  the  Clough  was  aveited  this  season 
by  the  constant  presence  of  two  bailiffs  in  the  area 
of  pollution.  The  Erne  is  in  good  ply  and  sport 
rules  fair.  Up  to  date  the  heaviest  salmon  killed 
was  the  37-pounder  cresled  last  week  by  Captain 
Auchinleck,  Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers.  Last 
year's  best  fish  was  Mr.  Salisbury-Thomas's  43- 
pounder.  The  Belleek  stations  seem  to  be  giving 
the  best  results.  With  the  shortened  evenings 
trouting  is  not  so  good.  The  season  closes  on  this 
day  week. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

AfiAiN  we  notice  that  the  Great  Central  Railway 
Company  are  manifesting  enterprise  which  should 
be  rewarded  with  success.  On  Sept.  2'.>  and  30 
expre-8  trains  at  excursion  fares  will  be  run  from 
London  (M-jrylebone)  to  Leicester,  Nottingham, 
Worksop,  Sheffield,  Stockport,  Warrington,  Liver- 
pool, and  Manchester.  On  Friday,  Sept.  2;),  a 
special  first  and  thiid-class  luncheon  and  dining  car 
express  at  excursion  fares  will  leave  Marylebone  at 
7.-59  a.m.,  arriving  Manchester  (London-road) 
12.17  p.m.  Passengers  return  the  following  day 
fro.Ti  London-road  Station  at  .5..55  p.m.  The  com- 
pany, wishing  to  provide  for  the  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment of  visitors  from  London,  have  arranged  to 
issue  tickets  by  thi^  .special  express  available  for 
two  days  to  include  luncheon  on  the  down  journey 
on  Friday,  and  dinner  on  the  return  on  Saturday. 
The  first-class  passenger  is  also  refreshed  with 
afternoon  tea.  The  inclusive  fare  is  only  31.-!.  Cd. 
first  class,  and  17s.  Gd.  third  class. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
F.  H.  Clarke  (Moseley).  —  Mr.  Amphlett  will 
answer  any  questions  you  like  to  ask  him  about 
the  fishing  you  mention.    His  adilress  is  Wimbomo 
Lodge,  Grove  Crescent-road,  Kingston-on-Thames. 


Xettevs  to  the  Ebitot, 

[We  do  not  Itold  otirselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


NOT  "DISENCHANTING  DONEGAL." 

Dear  Sib, — We  desire  to  answer  briefly  the 
lengthy  epistle  which  appears  under  the  signature 
of  "  Glanrhos,"  in  your  issue  dated  Sept.  9.  The 
gentleman  referred  to  above  made  his  fir^t  great 
blunder  in  attempting  to  fish  the  Rosses  Fi-hery 
from  Burtonport,  as  the  loughs  in  that  neighbour- 
hood are  not  believed  by  the  rao3t  credulous  person 
to  contain  white  trout. 

With  regard  to  the  statement  that  there  i?  a  large 
amount  of  poaching  in  the  fishery,  and  that  sixty- 
three  white  trout  were  poached  in  one  haul,  we 
must  confess  that  this  is  in  the  main  true,  though 
somewhat  exaggerated.  The  poaching  was  done  in 
the  sea,  and  not  in  one  of  the  so-called  "ditches." 
The  culprit  was  prosecuted,  fined,  and  the  net 
ordered  to  be  confiscated. 

Considering  that  there  are  forty  watchers  in  the 
fishery,  we  cannot  but  consider  that  the  gentleman 
who  conceals  (?)  himself  under  the  nom  de  plume  of 
"  Glanrhos  "  has  gone  out  of  his  way  to  bring  for- 
ward one  solitary  instance  solely  with  a  view  to 
damaging  this  estimable  fishery. 
jgWe  may  say  that  at  the  time  of  "Glanrhos'" 
visit  the  loughs  were  dead  low,  and  in  no  fit  state 
for  fishing,  as  was  the  case  in  the  major  portion  of 
Ireland.  One  of  the  few  loughs  which  he  fished  has 
since  produced  forty-nine,  twenty-six,  and  twenty- 
four  brown  trout  within  a  week. 

Has  "  Glanrhos "  ever  heard  of  a  lough  called 
Meenmore  ?  In  the  last  five  days  this  lough  has 
yielded  thirty-nine  brown  trout,  averaging  fib.  On 
each  of  thesa  days  two  -or  more  fish  were  caught  of 
1  lb.  to  IJlb.  The  statement  that  many  of  the 
loughs  are  fishless  is  utterly  ridiculous.  After 
several  years'  experience  of  the  Rosses  we  emphatic- 
ally contradict  this  statement,  as  all  contain  brown 
trout — some,  sea-trout. 

The  white  trout  fishing  has,  we  confess,  been  bad, 
owing  to  the  continued  drought  in  the  early  part  of 
the  season,  but  is  now  steadily  improving.  Until 
the  last  two  days  the  weather  has  been  very  un- 
favourable for  fishing,  but  since  then  two  loughs 
have  yielded  twenty-four  white  trout.  "  Glanrho^," 
moreover,  remark.?  that  there  were  neirly  twenty 
rods  at  Hanlon's  Hotel,  and  nearly  the  same  number 
at  Crolly  Bridge.  This  we  may  say  is  totally  in- 
correct, as  there  have  not  been  twenty  rods  at  Dun- 
gloe  this  season  at  any  one  time,  and  at  Crolly 
Bridge  the  maximum  number  has  bean  six. 

"Glanrhos"  mentions  the  kindness  and  civility 
of  Mr.  Hanlon,  the  manager  of  the  fishery,  and  we 
consider  it  ungrateful  and  iil-advi-ed,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  to  return  evil  for  good  in  such  a  manner, 
without  taking  the  trouble  to  fish  the  recognised 
sea-trout  loughs.  There  are  in  all  eighteen  boats  in 
the  fishery  capable  of  holding  two  people  each, 
which  fact  we  cons-ider  refutes  his  statement  that 
there  are  only  a  few  boats  in  the  fishery.  No  fishery 
which  contains  127  loughs  and  three  rivers  can,  in 
our  humble  eistimation,  be  fished  in  eight  days,  even 
by  the  most  expert  fisherman. 

With  many  apologies  for  taking  up  so  much  of 
your  valuable  space. — Yours  truly. 

Jack  H.  Quigley. 
E.  Newman. 

Hanlon's  Hotel,  William  J.  Newman. 

Dungloe,  CO.  Donegal.    George  E.  Thompson. 
Sept.  14.  Jno.  E.  Jackson. 

FISHING  AT  ARDARA. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  resident  in  Ardara  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  sur- 
roundings, and  devoting  a  good  deal  of  care  and 
attention  to  angling  in  the  lakes  and  rivers,  I  was 
rather  amused  at  the  cor.  espondence  recently  going 
on  in  your  interesting  paper. 

I  have  no  doubt  fiom  personal  s'ight  &cquaint- 
an  o  of  the  gentleman  I  take  to  be  "  E.  S.  S."  but 
that  ho  expressed  his  experience  impaitially,  and 
gave  his  opinions  as  he  found  matters  during  his 
vi.sit  in  Aidara.  I  have  seen  frequently  from  three 
to  five  dozen  brown  trout,  averaging  jib.,  taken  on 
the  Owentocker  in  its  upper  portion  in  a  few  hours, 
and  I  have  seen  anglers  at  the  Nesbitt  Arms  return 
from  almost  any  of  the  surrounding  lakes  with  from 
lOlb.  to  141b.  weight  of  trout  at  almost  any  season 
on  a  suitable  day,  but  especially  in  the  months 
of  August  and  September,  For  lake  fishing  my 
experience  is  that  September  is  oa  good  as  any 


month  in  tho  yo.ir,  provided  the  weather,  which  it 
usually  is,  bo  mild. 

Your  c'lrrespondent,  "  One  who  Was  There," 
after  his  vivid  description  of  the  scenery  and 
situation  of  Ardara,  seems  to  have  been  a  little 
disappointed  at  the  success  of  tho  sport  during  his 
brief  stay.  No  wonder;  how  often  have  I,  a 
resident,  been  so  disappointeJ,  thinking  that 
everything — wind,  wate.",  fiiea — was  riaht,  corning 
home  blaming  poachers  and  a  hundred  imaginary 
things  which,  on  the  next  trial,  "  vanished  into 
thin  air."  I  ha\e  the  greatest  possible  sympathy 
with  the  casual  angler  who  visits  Ardara,  and,  as 
"One  who  Was  There"  says,  "Travels  hundred.4 
of  miles  by  trains  or  steamer-",  and  then  drive  long 
distances  over  bad  roads  in  the  hope  of  a  good 
fishing  holiday."  My  dear  sir,  just  givo  anotheL- 
try.  Your  luck  next  time  may  be  better.  Thcro 
may  have  been  something  in  the  weather  or  fly 
that  you  could  not  understand.  You  will,  I  hope, 
find  Ardara  the  next  time  quite  another  angling 
centie  from  your  last  visit,  situated  as  it  is  in 
the  midst  of  lakes  and  rivers  teeming  with  fish, 
and  although  you  were  rather  disappointed  orce 
let  not  that  deter  you  from  coming  again.  You 
will  be  well  aacommcdated  at  the  Nesbitt  Arms, 
and  will  receive  an  Irish  cead  mille  failthea  from  every 
one  you  meet  to  direct  you  in  every  way  po.;sible 
towards  your  success  in  angling,  and  be  too  happy 
to  aid  you  in  every  way  to  return  home  with  a  full 
basket.  Yes,  you  will  find  the  "  keerin  "  lakes  in 
good  order,  and  a  half-pounder  every  third  throw 
tho  next  time  you  visit,  provided  wind,  water,  and 
flies  are  right. 

As  to  the  Owenea  and  Owentocker  for  salmon  and 
sea-trout,  it  is  true  that  the  earliest  fish  run  up  to 
the  headwaters,  but  there  is  always  a  second  run 
in  September  which  remain  in  the  lower  portions 
of  these  rivers,  and  afford  magnificent  sport  with 
worm  or  fly — but  fly  generally— so  that  my  advice 
would  be  "  come  in  September." 

Your  correspondent  "Thymallua"  writes  in  a 
strain  too  familiar  to  most  intelligent  Irishmen, 
but,  of  course,  the  "  bigorant  Hirish "  don't 
mind.  Well,  I  fancy  were  I  in  some  parts  of 
E.igland,  whero  the  "natives"  speak  neither 
English,  Scotch,  Welsh,  nor  Irish,  I  could  fling  as 
much  mud  as  ever  was  thrown  at  the  native  Irish- 
man. As  to  the  reference  to  the  "otter."  In  my 
long  experience  I  have  never  seen  one  used  only  on 
one  occasim,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  and  only  on 
one  lough,  in  the:e  parts.  No  such  "instiument" 
is  used  in  any  lake  surrounding  Ardara  nowadays, 
and  I  think  I  am  in  as  gjod  a  position  to  judge  and 
express  my  opinion  as  "  Thymallus."  No  doubt, 
the  temptation  being  so  strjng,  if  a  salmon  is  seen 
in  a  pool  by  a  farmer  working  on  the  bank,  a  gaff 
iniy  be  used,  and  I  question  if  "  Thymallus  "  were 
he  in  the  same  situation  could  resist  the  temptation. 
I  have  never,  however,  known  fish  to  be  taken  in 
the  close  season. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  what  I  would  say  to  anglers 
intent  on  sport  is  :  "  Come  to  Ardaia,  any  time  Irom 
May  to  October,  stay,  say,  a  month,  and  if  you 
don't  feel  satisfied  at  the  end  of  the  month,  you 
may  rest  assured  that  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  faring  similarly,  and  that,  after  all, 
Ardara  bears  its  reputation  as  well — aye,  better — 
than  it  is  represented  at  present." — Yours  truly, 

Ardara.  J.  D.  Cassidy. 


FISHING  AT  ARDARA. 

Dear  Sir, — Possibly  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
those  of  your  readers  who  went  to  Ardara  this 
summer,  and  were  disappointed  in  the  fishing 
there,  and  also  to  thos3  who  intend  to  try  it  next 
year,  to  learn  that  the  fishing  there  is  by  no  means 
of  the  class  that  some  of  your  correspondents  would 
place  it  in. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  very  pleasant  week 
there.  The  weather  was  not  ideal,  but  in  spite  of 
it  I  had  ve  y  fair  spoit  with  sea-trout  on  the 
Owenea  and  the  top  waters  of  the  Killibegs 
river,  but  had  not  the  luck  to  get  a  sabnon;  the 
dry  summer  has  undoubtedly  kept  them  back  from 
the  rivers  everywhere.  But  a  dry  summer  in 
Donegal  is  a  rarity,  and  given  the  typical  weather 
next  year  there  would  be  a  different  story  to  tell  ot 
the  Owenea  in  August.  Although  the  weather  was 
very  coU,  I  got  a  couple  of  good  baskets  of  brown 
trout,  averaging  Jib.,  on  Kiltooris  Lough. 

I  have  fished  Donegal  a  good  deal,  but  have  still 
to  find  tho  place  where  you  can  get  such  good  and 
vaiied  sport  aiiiid  such  pleasant  surroundings,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  have  such  an  excellent  hotel  to 
stop  at. 

As  everyone  knows,  this  summer,  e.specially  i-i 
Donegal,  has  been  the  worst  for  fishing  for  years, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  those  who  were  induced 
to  go  by  "  E.  S.  S.'s  "  article  to  fish  at  ArJara  were 
disappointed,  but  I  would  advise  them  not  to  be 
led  by  the  letters  of  Mr.  Cheeld  and  othe.  s  to  believe 
that'good  fishing  at  A:dara  is  non-existent,  but  to 
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go  again  next  year  when,  given  typical  Donegal 
weather,  they  will  get  sojiie  remarkably  good  brown 
trout  fishing,  and  will  also  see  that  there  are  other 
fi-ih  in  the  rivers  than  the  tiny  brown  trout  which 
Mr.  Cheeld's  careful  one  hour's  scrutiny  at  the 
tridge  revealed  to  him. 

I  mxy  add  that  I  have  no  interest  in  this  matter, 
except  that  I  would  not  like  any  brother  angler  to 
be  iaduced  to  mi-;s  what,  I  am  sure,  would  be  a  very 
pleasant  fishing  holiday  at  Ardara. — Yours  truly, 

Coleraine.  D.  B.  Taylok. 


BASS  FISHING  AT  NEVVHAVEN. 

D.5AR  Mr.  Marston, — The  bass  fishing  down  at 
Newhaven  last  week  was  simply  splendid,  anglers 
getting  on  a  visit  from  two  to  forty-seven  from 
1  lb.  to  91b. 

My  catch  one  afternoon  was  tea  fish,  from  21b. 
to  sib. 

Mr.  F.  Stone,  of  Lewes,  is  the  champion  in 
numbers,  weight,  and  keennes.3,  as  he  had  up  to 
thirty  on  one  visit,  from  21b.  to  71b. 

Mr.  Morris  caught  forty-seven  small  fish  on  a  fly. 
The  fishing  inside  the  pier-end  is  best  done  from 
a  boat.  The  rod  should  be  a  grihe  lod  from  r2ft.  to 
13ft.,  and  a  fine  No.  2  silk  line  100  yards  long.  A 
largest  size  Fishing  Gazette  float  is  the  be  it  and 
handiest,  as  you  fish  so  deeply  that  in  winding  in  a 
fish  you  get  the  float  alongside,  pull  out  the  plug, 
and  the  float  slides  down  to  the  lead. 

Casts  should  be  at  least  9ft.  long  and  not  coarse, 
in  fact  Mr.  Stone  fished  with  gut  much  longer  than 
this,  and  no  thicker  than  sea-trout  si^e.  At  tlie 
top  of  the  gut  put  on  a  Jardine  3oz.  lead,  so  that 
the  live  prawns  (which  are  hooked  through  the 
second  joint  from  the  tai.  on  a  2-0  hook)  can  use 
the  lead  as  a  centre  and  swim  round  it.  Then 
about  10ft.  above  the  lead  put  on  your  float,  and 
pay  out  50  or  CO  yards  of  line  according  to  tide, 
and  await  events. 

Some  anglers  have  a  small  hook  above  the  2-0, 
so  that  the  top  prawn  is  hung  up  by  the  tail  on  the 
small  hook,  and  his  body  covers  the  shank  of  the 
2-0  hook,  and  take  my  word  for  it  that  bass  at 
times  are  as  cautious  as  trout,  and  fully  as  game, 
fighting  to  the  last  gasp,  and  as  for  eating  qualities, 
they  are  bad  to  beat.  The  fishing  from  the  end  of 
the  pier  is  best  in  a  west  or  south-west  wind ;  in 
fact,  in  any  wind  with  a  westerly  touch  in  it. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  rise  of  salt  water  fly  ? 
Well,  I  caa  assure  you  that  in  less  than  tliree 
minutes  I  could  have  filled  a  barrow  full  of  maggots 
from  the  seaweed,  and  there  were  myriads  of  flies, 
about  the  same  size  as  a  housefly,  but  with  thick  legs, 
reminding  you  of  a  crab,  whijh  came  from  this 
maggot.  At  times  these  flies  reach  maturity  and 
die  by  myriads,  or  are  blown  out  to  sea  in  such 
quantities  that  the  surface  is  in  black  stieake,  and 
the  bass  feed  so  well  on  them  that  they  will  look  at 
no  artificial  baits;  certainly  the  pier-end  was 
covered  with  them  one  day,  and  the  swalljws  took 
a  huge  toll  of  them. 

Old  Jarvie,  the  boatman,  told  me  that  the  swal- 
lows stowed  them  away  under  their  wings  to  last 
them  over  the  voyage  to  hotter  climes,  but  he 
never  saw  it .  himself,  he  had  only  heard  so.  The 
cost  of  fishing  from  the  pier  is  2s.  6d.  for  the  year, 
obtained  from  the  Newhaven  Pier  Company  by 
letter  on  receipt  of  cash.  It  would  be  advisable  to 
have  advi:e  by  wire  as  to  whether  the  bass  are 
feeding  or  not,  and  as  to  the  tides.  The  best 
time  is  stated  to  be  two  horns  before  and  two  houis 
after  high  water. 

Mr.  H.  Ashcroft  would  put  you  up  at  the  Bridge 
Hotel  as  well  and  as  reasonably  as  anywhere  in  the 
place  ;  and  as  Mrs.  Ashcroft  personally  superintends 
the  cooking,  it  is  perfectly  done,  or  underdone,  as 
the  case  may  be.  You  get  every  attention ;  in 
fact,  as  much  so  as  if  you  were  King  Louis  Philippe 
himself,  when  he  used  this  house  in  1848. — Yours 
truly,  FoBSTEB  Habdy. 

CI,  Pall  Mall. 

[This  is  the  best  sport  with  the  baas  I  have  heard 
of  for  a  long  time. — Ed.] 


THE  "ARMSTRONG  FUND." 
Dkar  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  acknowledge  in  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  sum  of  £100, 
towards  the  ab  )V0  fund,,  received  from  F.  Bartlett, 
Esq..  hon.  sec.  Ceylon  Fishing  Club,  being  subscrip- 
tions received  from  members  of  the  club  and  other 
gentlemen  in  Ceylon. — You.s  truly, 

11,  Brighion-road,  A.  S.  Garland. 

Addlejtjne,  Sept.  19. 

DO  FISH  FEEL  PAIN  ? 

Dkar  Sir, — While  fishing  on  Sept.  11  with  the 
fly  in  the  small  stream  at  Cjrnah  I  caught  a  small 
Vjiown  trout,  5Jin.  long,  on  the  dropper.  It  was 
firmly  hooked  through  the  lower  lip,  and  after 
unhooking  it  I  found  a  piece  of  gut  still  protruding 
from  its  mouth  and  firmly  fixed  far  down  the 


throat.  I  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  in  some 
umccountable  way  the  fish  had  taken  both  flies, 
an  l  after  knocking  it  on  the  head,  cut  it  up  and 
found  the  hook  in  the  stomach,  but,  to  my 
astmishment,  without  a  trace  of  the  fly.  Then  I 
found  it  was  a  short  piece  of  gut  to  which  the  hook 
was  attached,  and  independent  of  my  line.  Tliis 
hook,  I  presume,  had  been  baited  with  a  worm,  and 
the  gut  had  evidently  como  untied  from  the  lino 
when  the  fish  was  hooked,  as  it  still  had  the  loop  at 
the  free  end.  My  experience  as  an  angler  is  very 
limited  and  of  very  short  duration,  and  to  mo  it  is 
very  astonishing  that  the  fish  should  still  have  boon 
inclined  for  food  while  it  had  a  hook  fast  in  its 
"innards  "  and  eight  or  ten  inches  of  gut  hanging 
from  its  moutli.  One  can  only  c  )nclu'Je  that  trout 
have  not  an  acute  sjnse  of  pain,  and  that  there 
must  be  some  other  explanation  of  their  boasted 
wariness  than  the  pain  resulting  from  being  "  badly 
pricked."  After  this  experience  I  fejl  that  the 
charge  of  cruelty  cannot  fairly  be  alleged  against 
the  sport,  as  I  have  sometimes  heard  it  done. — 
Yours  sincerely,  Saml.  Cr.^wshaw. 

P.S. — I  enclose  hook  I  extracted  from  the 
stomach. 

[We  have  published  scores  of  repo.-ts  which  seem 
to  prove  that  fish  take  little  notice  of  the  prescnco 
of  a  hook,  and  carry  them  about  for  months  or 
years,  as  soldiers  have  been  known  to  do  bullets. 
—Ed.] 


A  ROACH  WITH  A  HOOK  THROUGH  ITS  LIP. 

Dear  Sir, — Thinking  that  it  might  interest  your 
readers,  I  enclose  a  hook  1  removed  from  the  mouth 
of  a  9in.  roach  I  caught  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  15. 
The  hook  was  twice  through  its  lip,  with  the  wound 
quite  healed,  so  it  must  have  been  there  some  time, 
and  could  not  have  prevented  the  roach  from 
feeding,  as  it  was' in  good  condition  and  my  hook 
well  inside  its  mouth.  The  authenticity  of  the 
above  can  be  verified  by  the  keeper  of  the  Waltham 
Common  Lock  (Mr.  Ward),  who  saw  me  land  the 
fish. — Yours  truly,  W.  N.  J.  Maddle. 

P.S. — I  enclose  the  hook. 


CLOSE  SEASON  FOR  FISHING  IN  FRANCE. 

Dear  Sir, — A  correspondent  recently  asked 
about  the  close  time  for  general  fishing.  As  I  have 
not  seen  any  reply,  I  may  mention  that  in  this  part 
of  France  fishing  is  generally  closed  from  about 
April  15  to  June  15,  trout  fishing  remaining  open 
till  Sept.  30. 

Different  Departments  vary  the  close  season  ;  but 
probably  the  periods  for  the  whole  of  France  might 
be  as.^ertained  through  the  British  Consulate- 
General  in  Paris. 

In  some  districts  where  trout  and  coarse  fish  are 
found  in  the  same  or  neighbouring  waters  trout 
fishing  is  also  prohibited  during  the  gencal  close 
time — a  great  hardship  to  fly  fishers,  who  thus  miss 
the  May  Fly,  if  there  is  any,  and  lose  the  cream  of 
the  season. 

Inquiries  as  to  the  close  season  in  any  particular 
Department  may  be  addressed  to  the  Prefecture,  at 
the  chief  town  thereof. — Yours  faithfully, 

Calais,  Sept.  13.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

«  SAMUEL  TAYLOR,  ANGLER  AND 
STENOGRAPHER." 

Dear  Sib, — ^Under  the  above  heading  you  pub- 
lished my  letter  on  Jan.  7  this  year. 

The  second  volume  is  now  to  hand  from  America. 
It  contains  the  tabulir  bibliography — in  other 
words,  a  list  of  Taylor's  system  of  shorthand  in 
every  edition  and  language,  as  well  as  American 
editions.  Whereas  the  frontispiece  to  the  first 
volume  was  a  view  of  Cundover  Hall,  the  frontis- 
piece to  the  second  volume  is  a  reproduction  of  a 
holograph  letter  from  Samuel  Taylor  to  the  poet 
Jamss  Beattie.  This  letter  is  mentioned  by 
Margaret  Forbes  in  "Beattie  and  His  Friends," 
published  in  London  (Westminster),  ld04  ;  and  the 
letter  is  reproduced  by  "  the  kind  permission  of 
Miss  Mary  Forbes." 

The  author,  Mr.  Alexander  Tremaine  Wright,  has 
made  a  splendid  bibliography  worthy  of  Samuel 
Taylor,  whose  system,  first  published  in  178C,  is 
still  u^ed  by  a  great  number  of  shorthand  writers. 
The  book  is  a  fine  specimen  of  American  work  for 
the  Willis-Byrom  Club. — Yuurs  obediently, 

Matthias  Levy, 


A  FINE  SEA-TROUT  ON  A  MARCH  BROWN 

Dear  Sir, — On  Aug.  31  last,  whilst  fishing  on 
Loch  Cornisk,  Skye,  I  hooked  and  landed  a  sea 
trout  which  turned  the  scale  four  hours  after  it  was 
caught  at  111b.  2oz.  The  fish  was  caught  on  a 
March  Brown  fly.  No.  8  hook,  and  it  struck  me 
that  it  must  be  an  imusual  occurrence  for  a  sea 
trout  of  this  size  to  rise  to  the  fly.  At  any  rate,  I 
am  having  the  fish  preserved,  and  I  think  the 


ncident  must  assuredly  arouse  possibilities  in  tw 
minds  of  the  greater  portion  of   the  sea-trout 
angling  community  that  were  never  dreamt  of  iiy 
their  wildest  imaginations. — Yours  truly,  3; 

Frederick  G.  C.  Morris,  r'^ 
(It  certainly  is  ve.'y  unusual  to  get  a  sea-trout  ol 
this  size  on  a  March  Brown.    What  a  wonderful 
ittle  fly  it  is.   Did  the  fish  give  much  sport  ? — Ed.J. 


THE  POLLUTION  OF  CHICHESTER  CANAUf 

Dkar  Sir, — The  thanks  of  the  Jangling  com^ 
munity  are  due  to  Mr.  Salter,  for  reporting,  and  tot 
you  for  calling  attention  to  this  recent  flagrant  caj^^ 
of    polluting  Chichester   Canal   with   the  refuae> 
from  the  gasworks.    I  have  made  inquiries,  and 
is  only  too  true,  for  the  present  fish  life  may  be 
said  to  have  ceased  to  exist  in  Chichester  basia^ 
Now,  this  is  a  very  disgraceful  state  of  affairs.  Nofcj 
only  is  there  a  pipe  from  the  gasworks,  but  al80»" 
an  overflow  pipe  from  the  main  sewer  leading  into?  - 
the  basin ;  and  some  years  back  the  sewage  wai  ' 
dumped  wholesale  into  the  canal  for  some  days,/ 
and  the  vile  condition  of  the  water  then  can  better 
be  imagined  than  described  ;  then  the  water  had  to 
be  let  out  with  disastrous  results  to  the  fi  ll.  Now,' 
this  sort  of  thing  ought  to  be  stopped  for  once  anii- 
for  ever  ;  horses  and  cattle  drink  the  water,  and  ia 
some  case?,  I  shudder  to  relate,  I  have  seen  children 
do  likewise.    If  the  canal  had  fair  play,  it  would  bo 
one  of  the  cleanest  canals  in  England,  as  it  is  fed 
by  chalk  springs,  and  if  the  fiih  had  any  protectioa.; 
at  all  it  would  be  the  finest  froe  fishing  in  the  soutlf/ 
of  England.    But,  alas !   this  is  not  a  solitary, 
example  of  the  pollution  of  our  beautiful  water- 
ways, the  upper  portion  of  the  Trent  being  nothing 
but  an  open  sewer,  and    many  other  example* 
could  be  given.    The  Ixw  against  the  pollution  of 
our  streams  is  a  dead  letter. — Yours  truly,  jj 

  Luce,  i 

A  DEFORMED  PIKE.  ^ 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  forwarding  you,  per  parrel  post, 
the  head  of  a  \'.)\\b.  pike  killed  by  Mr.  Holt  on 
Sept.  14.  As  you  will  observe,  it  is  a  most  unusual 
formed  head,  and  as  there  have  been  some  remarks 
about  a  similar  shaoed  head  in  your  paper  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  it  may  be  interesting  to  some  of 
the  readers  of  your  valuable  paper  to  know  that 
such  strange  shaped  pike  are  to  be  found  in  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen.  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that 
pike  and  trout  fishing  has  been  very  good  he.e 
during  past  ten  days. — Yours  truly,     I?.  Healy. 

[The  head  of  the  pike  S3nt  us  is  evidently  that  of 
a  deformed  pike,  not  an  unusual  occurrence,  and 
many  instances  of  which  have  bee.i  recorded  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. — Ed.] 

CHUB  TAKING  LIVE  FISH  BAIT. 
Deae  Sir, — Fishing  in  his  private  lake  at  Rick- 
mansworth  on  Sept.  9,  Mr.  F.  C.  Sjyd,  a  vice- 
president  of  the  West  Hampstead  Angling  Society, 
captured  a  chub  of  4lb.  3oz. ;  it  was  caught  with  a 
live  carp  four  or  five  inches  in  length,  and  is  being 
set  up  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Butt,  F.Z.S.  I  am  writing  you 
as  our  members  think  it  is  most  unusual  for  a  claub 
to  take  a  live  bait,  and  would  like  your  valued 
opinion,  if  that  is  so. — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  E.  Jar  vis,  Hon.  Sec. 
West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 
[Chub  are  taken  occasionally  when  live-baiting 
for  perch  or  trout,  but  I  never  heard  of  one  taking 
a  four  or  five-inch  carp  before. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  INNERLEITHEN-ON-TWEED. 

De.^b  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  whether  the  free  salmon  water  at 
Innerieithen-on-Tweed  is  worth  trying  in  the 
autumn  ?  I  think  I  have  read  of  extensive  poach- 
ing which  is  said  to  go  on  there. — Yours  truly. 

Boxwood. 

[I  fear  there  are  far  mo  e  fish  caught  by  snatching 
and  illegal  use  of  gaff,  etc.,  than  by  fair  angling  at 
Innerleithen ;  all  the  same,  the  year  before  last 
good  sport  was  got  by  fair  anglers,  some  anglers 
getting  two  or  three  salmon  in  a  day.  It  depends 
on  the  run  of  fish,  and  that  depends  on  the  amount 
of  water  in  the  river.  Last  season  I  believe  rod 
fishing  was  a  blank. — Ed.]  , 

SEA  FISHING  FROM  ROCKS  ON  THE 
SOUTH  COAST.  . 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
tell  me  the  name  of  a  place  on  the  south  coast 
where  I  can  get  soma  sea  fishing  from  rocks  or 
shore  ?  You  might,  if  possible,  answer  me  in  this 
week's  "Answers  to  Correspondents,"  and  very 
much  oblige — Yours  truly,  A.  L.  Shaepe. 

[We  fear  that  you  will  get  very  littla  rock  fishing 
oa  the  south  coast ;  but  perhaps  some  of  our 
readers  may  be  able  to  reply. — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  Mnavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Sport  with  the  Rainbows. 
In  a  note  I  had  recently  from  Mr.  Louis  Mason, 
maker  and  proprietor  of  the  Fario  Fishery  at 
Harrietsham,  Kent,  he  said:  "Would  you  care  to 
come  down  and  have  a  turn  at  the  rainbows, 
which  are  in  good  fighting  order  just  now."  I 
went,  and,  thanks  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mason,  I  had  a  very  pleasant  seven  hours  at  their 
charming  place.    Mr.  Mason,  who  is  a  keen  all- 
round  sportsman,  took  up  trout  culture  four  or 
five  years  ago,  and  in  that  short  time  has  done 
wonders.    He  has  made  two  good-sized  lakes  on 
his  property,  one  fed  by  a  little  trout  stream  called 
the  Lene,  and  another  fed  by  springs  from  water- 
cress beds,  which  also  afford  an  ample  supply  of 
admirable  water  for  his  series  of  ponds  for  fry, 
earlings.  and  larger  fish.    The  lakes  Mr.  Mason 
as  stocked  with  grand  rainbows  and  fario,  and 
reserves  them  for  fly  fishing  for  himself  and  friends. 
Mrs.  Mason  is  also  an  angler,  and  has  killed  trout 
over  21b.    Of  course,  Mr.  Mason  is  fortunate  in 
having  a  grand  supjily  of  good  water.    He  selected 
the  site,  some  300ft.  above  sea  level,  for  that 
reason.    All  the  same,  his  place  now  is  a  wonderful 
object-lesson  in  making  a  little  paradise  out  of  a 
wilderness.    Before  trying  the  first  lake,  Mr.  Mason 
showed  me  the  ponds  containing  fry,  yearling  and 
*  1.  0-year-old  fario  and  rainbows,  and  I  never  saw  a 
ler  lot  of  fish ;  and  Mr.  Grierson,  Mr.  Mason's 
tish-culture  manager,  has  reasdn  to  be  proud  of 
them.    It  is  getting  late  for  fario  towards  the  end 
of  September,  but  those  I  saw  and  those  I  caught 
were  beautiful  fish,  with  clear  buttercup-golden 
bellies  and  rich  spots.    Grierson  told  me  the  farios 
were  frc^m  native  trout  from  the  Lene.    It  would 
never  do  to  advertise  Lene  trout  for  sale,  as  Itchen  and 
other  trout  are  advertised  ;  but  if  I  wanted  to  stock  a 
water  with  eUher  farios  or  rainbows  I  should  feel 
quite  happy  if  they  came  from  Mr.  Mason's  waters. 
He  has  abundant  natural  food  supply.    In  the 
first  lake  I  tried  there  are  fi.sh  up  to  5\h.  and  Gib., 
but  these  large  fish  were  very  shy.    In  an  hour  or 
two  on  ily,  with  only  ginger  hackle  at  shoulder  and 


red  celluloid  body,  I  got  four  or  five  brace  of  fish 
from  lib.  to  IJlb.,  and  returned  as  many  smaller 
fish.  The  fish,  all  rainbows,  fought  so  well  and 
were  in  such  perfect  condition  that  it  was  real 
good  sport-  every  bit  as  good  as  the  liveliest  sea- 
trout  give  one.  With  the  fine  gut  one  must  use  in 
such  clear  water  it  is  a  case  of  seeing  all  is  clear 
after  hooking  one  of  these  fish,  for  in  a  flash  he  is 
twenty  yards  or  more  away  from  where  you  struck 
him,  and  then  springs  out  of  the  water  repeatedly. 
After  tea  Mr.  Mason  took  me  to  the  lake  fed  by 
the  Lene — in  fact,  made  by  enlarging  its  old  bed 
and  building  a^damj  At  the  head  of  this  lake 
there  is  a  little  dam,  and  for  twenty  or  thirty  yards 
below  the  water  is  narrow,  and  near  the  dam  is  the 
old  natural  course  of  the  river,  fringed  with  over- 
hanging trees  on  the  opposite  side.  "There  is 
generally  a  good  fish  just  below  the  dam,'-'  said  Mr. 
Mason,  and  so  I  soon  discovered.  After  a  few  casts 
with  a  dry  Orange  Sedge  there  was  that  boil  one 
loves  to  see,  and  then  I  was  compelled  to  "  hang 
on,"  as  there  was  an  old  tree  root  in  the  middle  of 
the  stream  below  me,  and  tree  roots  showed  under 
water  all  along  the  sides.  A  rainbow  moves  like 
lightning,  but  without  the  method  of  our  trout. 
This  fish  and  others  I  hooked  in  the  same  place 
ought  to  have  smashed  me  round  a  root  instead  of 
making  rush  after  rush  in  every  direction,  and  so 
exhausting  their  strength.  After  an  exciting  three 
or  four  minutes,  Mr.  Mason  slipped  the  net  under  a 
lovely  rainbow  just  over  3lb.  In  less  than  ten 
minutes  another  was  on  the  bank,  and  then  I 
hooked  one  which  beat  me — dashing  for  the  open 
water  beyond  the  sunken  stump,  and  jumping 
almost  into  a  bush  hanging  over  the  water,  when 
the  hold  gave  way.  Above  the  dam  the  stream 
is  bushed  on  both  sides.  I  had  seen  a  good  fish 
rise,  and  in  the  one  place  where  a  short  cast  was 
possible,  directly  the  fly  touched  the  water  it  was 
taken.  Then  all  I  could  do  was  to  listen  to  a 
terrific  splashing  going  on  some  way  upstream 
round  the  comer.  Mr.  Mason  looked  on  laughing, 
wondering  what  was  going  to  happen.  To  my 
surprise,  the  fish,  fighting  stubbornly,  came  down  to 
the  little  dam  again,  instead  of  rushing  into  either 
bank.  Altogether,  I  had  seven  or  eight  brace  from 
1  lb.  to  31b.,  several  over  21b.,  and  put  back  many 
others.  As  pretty  a  brace  of  fish  as  ever  I  saw 
was  the  3lb.  rainbow  and  a  fine  fario  not  much 
smaller.  I  have  heard  it  said  rainbows  eat  better 
than  our  trout,  but  it  is  not  my  experience, 

A  Reminiscence  of  Sport  with  White  Trout  in 
Donegal. 

Happening  to  refer  to  white  trout  fishing  in  a 
letter  to  a  friend,  he  said  in  replying : — 

"  My  best  day  at  the  game,  many  years  ago  now, 
was  with  my  father  in  co.  Donegal.  We  went — or, 
to  be  correct,  he  took  me — there  year  by  year  to 
stay  with  some  friends  who  had  a  beautiful  estate, 
comprising  lakes,  rivers,  and  moorlands.  At  the 
time  I  speak  of  it  was  twenty-six  miles'  drive  from 
a  railway,  the  time  occupied  being  about  six  hours. 
Nowadays  motors  and  light  railways  have  invaded 
the  district  and  spoiled  it.  However,  to  come  to 
the  sea-trout.  The  then  and  the  present  (I  am 
glad  to  say)  owner  of  that  exquisite  spot,  with  its 
lake  and  castle  and  woods,  always  granted  us  a 
day's  fishing;  It  was  about  ten  miles  from  where 
we  stayed,  and  rather  a  bleak  drive.  In  spite, 
however,  of  an  old  tub  of  a  boat,  and  a  longshore- 
man of  a  gamekeeper  to  row  it  on  this  particular 
occasion,  which  I  recall,  the  '  Gov.'  and  I  landed 
118  sea-trout  in  about  five  hours  (I  won't  swear  to 
a  minute  or  two),  forty-five  of  which  were  wasted 
while  he  vainly  battled  with  a  salmon,  which 
eventually  sailed  away  with  flies,  cast,  and  most 
of  the  line.  Well  do  I  remember  that  day,  for 
towards  its  close  the  trout  continued  to  rise  almost 
to  bare  hooks.'-' 


"  Practical  Sea  Fishing." 

Mr.  L.  Upcott  Gill  has  just  published  a  well 
produced  work  entitled,  "Practical  Sea  Fishing, 
a  Handbook  for  Sea  Anglers,  "  by  P.  L.  Haslope. 
It  is  a  work  of  over  270  pages,  with  a  good  index, 


How  TO  Tib  Troct  and  Gratlinq  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishirvg  Gazette,  St.  Duuatan'a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  GrayllDg." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  tb«  va.'ii]«(X"—Fiihmg  QaxttU, 


and  the  price,  38.  6d.,  brings  it  within  the  reach 
of  all.  Whether  another  work  on  sea  fishing  is 
wanted  or  not  seems  a  little  doubtful,  but  Mr. 
Haslope's  will  doubtless  find  many  readers,  and 
ho  is  well  fitted  for  the  task,  having  been  an 
enthusiastic  sea  fisherman  from  boyhood,  and  he 
has  a  good  practical  way  of  imparting  information. 
He  very  wisely  assumes  that  his  readers  will  be 
glad  to  have  full  details,  and  he  gives  illustrations 
whenever  they  will  be  useful,  moat  of  them  being 
from  his  own  sketches. 


The  Catch  of  the  Season. 
Messrs.  Landeker  and  IJrown,  of  23,  Worship- 
street,  London,  send  me  a  set  of  four  fishing 
pictures,  which  Mr.  Lance  Thackeray  has  done  in 
the  style  of  his  very  popular  set  of  "  A  Billiard 
Match."  The  plates  represent  (1)  a  fly  fisher  who 
is  fishing  near  a  bridge,  and  has  hooked  a  youog 
lady;  (2)  recovering  the  fly — a  delicate  operation 
called  "Hung  Up'!;  (3)  Nibble '2  shows  our 
angler  has  not  let  the  grass  grow,  for  he  is 
apparently  kissing  the  young  lady ;  (4)  is  entitled 
"  Landed,"  and  represents  the  lady  as  caught  by 
the  angler  and  going  for  a  walk  with  him,  or  is  it 
vice  versa  ?■  It  is  a  bright,  amusing  set,  very  well 
produced,  and  the  very  thing  for  the  smoking- 
room  of  the  angler's  hotel  or  the  angler's  den. 

Sport  on  the  Thames, 
A  correspondent  says :  — 

"I  had  two  good  days  on  the  Thames  with 
Jack  Saunders,  of  Streatley.  They  were  only  half 
days,  and  one  was  ten  perch  and  two  small  pike, 
and  the  other  was  twenty-eight  perch,  running  up 
to  about  1  lb.,  and  three  small  pike." 

I  am  glad  to  see  perch  seem  to  be  getting  more 
numerous  in  the  Thames. 


The  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate,  who  has  done  so  much  for 
the  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Eamblers  as  their  hon. 
secretary,  is  removing  to  the  Ostrich  Inn,  Bourne 
Bridge,  just  outside  the  borough  of  Ipswich,  and 
has  consequently  been  obliged  to  resign  his  position 
as  hon.  secretary  of  the  society;  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  Mr.  H.  W.  Everson,  of  61,  AVoodbridge-road, 
Ipswich,  an  enthusiastic  angler  in  both  salt  and 
fresh  water,  has  consented  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus 
caused,  and  no  doubt  in  his  hands  the  affairs  of  the 
society  will  be  thoroughly  well  looked  after. 
Henceforth  the  headquarters  will  be  at  the  County 
Hotel,  St.  Helen's-street,  Ipswich,  where  the  host, 
Mr.  Arthur  Mills,  who  is  accustomed  to  the  use  of 
a  rod  and  line,  has  promised  to  find  a  home  for 
the  society  and  to  study  the  comfort  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  I  wish  them  and  Mr.  Westgate  all  success 
in  their  new  quarters. 


First-class  Seeds. 
If  any  of  our  readers  think  of  trying  a  change  of 
flower  or  vegetable  seeds  for  next  season,  I  can  with 
full  confidence  advise  them  to  write  to  Messrs. 
Bath,  seedsmen  and  florists,  Wisbech.  I  had  some 
this  year,  and  we  never  had  such  good  results 
before  in  the  way  of  flowers  and  vegetables. 

E.  B.  Makston. 


HENLEY  WOKKING  MEN'S 
FISHING  CLUB. 


A  STRONG  club  of  the  above  denomination  has 
been  set  on  foDt  in  Henley  with  the  primary  object 
of  promoting  good  fellowship  and  fair  angling 
amongst  its  members,  and  incidentally  to  keep 
alive  the  competitive  spirit  by  angling  for  prizes 
for  specimen  fi^h  given  by  sportsmen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  club  will  be  run  on  self-supporting  lines, 
consequently  there  will  be  no  appeal  for  subscrip- 
tions, and  no  president  or  vice-presidents,  but 
voluntary  donors  of  prizes  will  be  welcomed. 

The  club  already  numbers  upwards  of  sixty,  and 
a  good  set  of  rules  has  been  drawn  up  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  members. 

The  first  match  will  be  held  on  Oct.  S,  and  any 
working  man  angler  wishing  to  become  a  member 
of  the  club  should  communicate  with  Mr.  E.  S. 
Millington,  hon.  sec.,  6,  Montreal- terrace,  Henley- 
on-Thames,  KiNGFISHKRj 
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THE  LATE  CANON  ST.  VINCENT 
BEECHEY. 


In  writing  for  a  portrait  of  that  keen  and  greatly 
respected  angler,  the  late  Ganon  Beechey,  member 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  and  the  Manchester  Anglers' 
Association,  I  asked  Mrs.  Beechey  for  a  few  par- 
ticulars, and  she  very  kindly  replied  as  follows : — 

"Dear  Sm, — I  am  sending  a  short  description 
of  my  husband's  fishing  experiences,  but  as  I  am 
not  a  member  of  the  craft  I  hope  any  discrepancies 
will  be  excused. 

"Canon  Beechey  first  began  fishing  as  a  boy 
while  staying  in  Wales  at  a  picnic ;  he  had  such  good 
fortune  that  he  thereafter  devoted  his  leisure  time 
to  it.  While  at  Cambridge  he  bred  trout  in  his  rooms, 
putting  them  into  the  River  Cam  when  large 
enough.  While  he  was  working  in  Manchester,  as 
curate  at  the  cathedral,  and  later  on  as  rector  of 
Newton  Heath  and  St.  John's,  Cheetham,  succes- 
sively, he  fished  in  the  Otter,  near  Bowdon,  and  for 


one  or  two  years  made  the  largest  catch.  He 
belonged  to  the  Manchester  Anglers,  and  always 
attended  the  dinners  and  the  evenings,  which  he 
found  very  enjoyable.  Ganon  Beechey  fished  a 
great  deal  in  the  water  belonging  to  this  association 
at  Horton-in-Ribblesdale.  It  was  here  that  he 
used  the  Creeper,  and  afterwards  wrote  an  account 
of  its  killing  propensities  as  a  bait,  which  account, 
I  believe,  appeared  in  the  magazine  of  the  society. 
During  some  of  his  holidays  he  tried  the  Welsh  rivers, 
and  stayed  at  the  Goat  Inn  at  Llanywrhj'ln.  One 
memorable  day,  six  clergymen  sallied  forth,  hardly 
recognisable  in  their  war-paint;  they  worked  hard, 
but  only  one  was  successful,  and  he  had  a  splendid 
dishful.  There  was  much  conversation  in  the  inn 
that  afternoon,  and  at  last  one  angler,  bolder  than 
the  rest,  penetrated  into  Canon  Bcechey's  sitting- 
room  and  asked,  '  How  did  you  do  it  ? '  '  Ah  ! ' 
ho  replied,  '  it  was  a  cold  day,  and  though  late  in 
April,  I  tried  a  March  Brown  and  February  Red, 
and  they  took  it.'  Another  anecdote  suggests 
itself    to    me    in    connection    with  Horton, 


when  a  boy,  after  watching  my  husband 
fish,  said:  'I  wish  I  had  a  rod  which  cast 
as  straight  a  line  as  yours  does.'.  In  those  days 
he  had  an  india-rubber,  bath-like  boat,  which 
he  carried  on  his  head  to  the  lake  he  fished  on. 
One  of  the  most  charming  spots  we  used  to  go  to 
was  Miller's  Dale.  There  was  some  very  good 
fishing  there  at  one  time,  and  it  was  within  easy 
reach  of  Manchester — it  is  now,  I  believe,  in 
private  hands.  Dovedale  also  was  one  of  our 
happy  hunting-grounds,  and  it  was  when  a  lady 
friend  and  I  were  returning  home  by  ourselves  that 
we  were  astonished  by  firing  on  the  riflo  range ; 
there  was  no  danger,  as  the  bullets  were  passing 
high  over  our  heads,  but  it  sounded  alarming. 
Canon  Beechey  got  permission  to  fish  in  the  Mani- 
fold, and  made  the  best  basket  from  the  hotel.  He 
was  very  fortunate  in  fishing  down-stream  for 
grayling  in  the  autumn  near  Roseley  and  Chats- 
worth  and  at  Horton.  When  we  moved  to  Bolton- 
le  Sands  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Biela.  It 
was  a  favourite  locality  with  him,  and  he  went  often: 


the  little  inn  just  suited  him;  he  also  got  a  few 
salmon  in  the  Lune.  About  this  time  he  was  advised 
to  give  up  wading,  and  this  circumscribed  his  area 
of  action.  When  we  left  Bolton  and  went  into 
Norfolk  he  had  to  content  himself  with  spinning 
for  pike  and  perch  fishing  in  the  Wissy  until  he 
got  on  to  the  Wensum.  This,  however,  was  too 
far  away,  and  as  the  trains  ran  very  inconveniently 
he  never  did  very  much  there. 

"I  hope  this  contains  the  information  you  wish 
for. — Yours  truly,  "Edith  de  Vebe  Beechey. 

i'  Denver  Rectory, 

"  Downham,  Norfolk.'^ 

The  following  particulars  are  from  that  invalu- 
able work,  "Who's  Who" : — 

"Beechey,  Rev.  St.  VrNCENT, M.A.,  Hon.  Canon 
of  Manchester  since  1894  ;  Rector  of  Denver, 
Norfolk,  since  1899  ;  Rural  Dean  of  Fincham  East ; 
b.  Hillgay,  Norfolk,  184 1  ;  s.  of  Rev.  Canon  Beechey, 
Rector  of  Hilgay,  Noifolk.Founderof  Rossall  School, 
s.  of  Sir  Wm.  Beechey,  R.A. ;  and  Mary  Ann,  d.  of 
Wm.  Jones  of  Woodhall,  Hilgay;  m.  1882,  Edith  de 


Vere,  d.  of  Dr.  Grimkts,  of  South  Carolina,  U.S.A. 
Educ.  :  Rossall  School  (captain) ;  Caius  Coll.,  Camb. 
(scholar).  B.A.,  2nd  Class  Classical  Tripo3,  1864; 
six  years  intuition;  ordained  Deacon,  1870  ;  Curate 
of  Manchester  Cathedral  and  Parish  Church,  1870-76; 
Rector  of  Newton  Heath,  Manchester,  187(5-85  ;  es- 
tablished the  Rossall  School  Mission ;  Rector  of 
St.  John's,  Cheetham,  188.5  ;  Rural  Dean  of  Cheet- 
ham, 1887-90;  Founder  of  Welsh  Church  in  Man- 
chester; Hon.  Sec.  Manchester  Diocesan  Board  of 
Education ;  Vicar  of  Bolton-le-Sands  and  Rural 
Dean  of  Tunstall,  1890-99.  Itecreatiom :  rowing 
(rowed stroke  to  Caius  Istboat).  fly-fishing.  Address: 
Denver  Rectory,  Downham,  Norfolk.  Clvh  :  Fly 
Fishers'." 

I  have  a  strong  impression  that  the  Ganon  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  photography  in  this  country. 

R.  B.  M. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  OECHY. 

LORD  BREADALBANE'S  ACTION  TO 
PREVENT  OVER-NETTING. 


The  salmon  fishing  in  the  Orchy,  which  runs 
through  lovely  Argyllshire  scenery,  the  property  of 
the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  into  Loch  Awe,  was 
once  famous,  but  of  late  seasons  it  has  not  given 
such  satisfaction  as  formerly.  In  some  of  the 
best  pools,  indeed,  the  fishing  of  which  is  shared 
by  Mr.  Mayo  Robson  (lessee  of  the  Craig  shooting) 
and  the  hotel  at  Dalmally,  not  more  than  half  a 
dozen  fish  have  been  killed  this  autumn.  Next 
season,  however,  great  things  are  hoped  of  the 
Orchy,  thanks  entirely  to  the  admirable  action 
taken  by  Lord  Breadalbane  in  securing  the  rights 
in  the  net-fishing  above  Poolfearn,  and  thus 
ensuring  the  removal  of  the  nets  every  night.  This 
will  mean  nothing  less  than  a  right  of  way  for  fish 
through  the  Pass  of  Brander,  and  so  into  and 
through  Loch  Awe. — Bystander, 


TKOUT  FISHING^  IN  COENWALL. 

The  last  day  of  the  season  at  the  Loe  Pool.  It 
was  September,  and  near  the  end  of  that  delightful 
month.  Soon  the  rods  would  be  laid  aside  on  the 
rack  and  the  creel  relegated  to  inglorious  retire- 
ment. The  wind  from  the  east  is  keen  and  fresh, 
and  the  sky  is  sapphire  when  I  start ;  but  yester- 
day the  noon  brought  dim  clouds,  and  it  may  be 
the  same  to-day. 

There  is  a  forty  minutes'  walk  from  the  railway 
to  the  lake.  Beech  and  sycamore  leaves  strew  the 
ground,  while  the  ash  foliage  still  hangs  proudly 
aloft.  Chafiinches  and  robins  are  busy  at  their 
luncheon,  for  they  breakfasted  at  six  o'clock,  and 
now  it  is  ten.  Purple  betony  blooms  by  the  side 
of  the  withering  foxglove,  and  the  topmost  florets 
of  the  yellow  agrimony  look  with  pride  upon  the 
ripening  carpels  below. 

The  eye  follows  the  ringdove's  flight,  two 
splashes  of  white  upon  the  blue-grey,  and  then 
returns  to  the  predominant  yellow  of  the  hedgerow 
— toad-flax,  dwarf  furze,  and  two  potentillas,  with 
creamy  and  fragrant  honeysuckle  a  little  out  of 
due  time.  Myriads  of  thistle-down  sail  over  the 
fields,  most  of  them  to  appear  again  "  after  many 
days."  I  heard  a  farmer  say  a  few  hours  ago  that 
he  would  fine  everyone  who  failed  to  cut  down  to 
the  ground  all  the  thistles  on  his  farm  before  they 
flowered ;  but  who  shall  mow  the  wastrels  ? 

On  to  the  farm  and  across  the  fields,  where  the 
children  have  already  begun  blackberrying,  driving 
every  rabbit  to  its  burrow  and  scaring  every  covey 
into  the  turnips.  The  moorhens  show  the  "  white 
feather-'  as  they  rush  to  the  sheltering  reeds, 
where,  bolder  grown,  they  hurl  jerky  defiance  at 
the  intruder.  A  dozen  semi-wild  ducks  are  on  lie 
upper  end  of  the  creek,  and  half  as  many  coots, 
which  do  not  often  come  here  till  winter,  are 
bobbing  almost  at  anchor  towards  the  bar. 

My  first  cast,  with  a  single  Red  Quill,  is  made  at 
the  margin  of  the  reeds  and  across  a  patch  of  the 
little  white  ranunculus.  Nothing  comes,  however, 
from  this  and  the  next  score  or  so  of  casts,  and  I 
begin  to  compare  this  year  with  last.  Then,  I 
often  took  here  two  or  three  good  fish  without 
going  beyond  the  boundaries  of  this  camomile- 
carpeted  green.  This  season  I  have  not  caught  a 
single  fish  worth  creeling.  The  stream,  I  think, 
has  piled  up  a  bank  of  mud,  and  the  water  is  now 
so  shallow  that  the  angler  is  too  easily  seen  on  the 
bank.  Further  on  I  throw  over  a  strip  of  rushes 
and  rise  a  fish,  but  I  strike  badly,  and  he  is  away. 
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More  here  than  in  many  waters  the  fish  refuse  to 
immediately  try  a  second  time  if  they  feel  the  tug 
of  the  line  ever  so  little.    A  lovely  ripple  is  on  the 

,  -water,  but  I  cast  without  success  down  by  the 
gorse,  over  the  fence  by  the  orchard,  and  right  on 
to  the  point  in  front  of  the  farmhouse.  I  then  fish 
out  at  right  angles  to  the  cape  and  get  a  rise.  It 
is  a  small  fish,  but  a  larger  one  is  moving  a  little 
belowj    I  throw  over  where  he  should  be  but  get 

I  no  response.    I  move  down  to  where  he  was  rising 

i  and  throw  out  for  eight  or  ten  yards.  He,  or 
perhaps  a  better  one,  takes  the  Quill  Gnat  instantly, 

I  fights  well  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then,  while  the 
farmer  looks  on,  is  landed.  He  is  quite  long 
enough  to  be  over  a  pound :  he  was  actually  fifteen 
ounces.  Another  cast  and  another  rise,  but  the 
trout,  a  smaller  one,  goes  down,  and  the  line  re- 
turns with  only  a  bunch  of  bright  green  chara 
clinging  to  line  and  hook.  The  water  is  rather  low 
to-day,  and  I  risk  the  almost  certain  chance  of 
being  fixed  for  an  indefinite  period  by  the  mass  of 
bayonet-carrying  furze.  I  cast  quite  close  to  the 
bank  and  hook  a  half-pound  fish,  which  fights  very 
pluckily,  and  then  the  expected  happens.  I  am 
caught  in  a  tall  furze  bush  several  feet  back  in  the 
thicket.  When  I  resume  fishing  I  have  lost  a  clear 
twenty  minutes  and  gained  a  number  of  green 
prickles  in  my  hands,  with  many  dry  ones  down 
my  neck. 

The  sun  now  throws  its  golden  glory  over  the 
lake  and  the  more  distant  sea,  the  wind  drops  to 
rest,  the  fish  no  longer  rise,  and  I  must  wait  for  thv. 
next  bank  of  clouds  and  the  next  ripple.  A  pair  of 
hooded  crows,  or,  rather,  a  grey  crow  and  black  one, 
rise  from  the  shelfy  rocks  and  fly  over  to  the  bar. 
This  is  the  first  grey  crow  I  have  seen,  and  here  is 
reward  enough  for  a  fifteen-mile  journey,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  fish  which  I  think  will  weigh  down 
my  basket  b?fore  I  return.  Some  make  two  distinct 
species  of  these  birds,  but  here  they  are  together, 
and  evidently  in  close  communion.  The  last  time 
I  was  at  the  Lee,  I  saw  two  ravens  in  a  field  near 
the  sea,  but  they,  like  the  crows,  were  very  shy  and 
quickly  disappeared.  The  ground  behind  is  now 
more  open  and  longer  casts  may  be  made,  and  with 
the  first  puff  of  wind  I  hook  a  lively  fish.  He  fights 
very  gamely,  and  proves  a  nice  fish  of  Jib.  A  lovely 
fish  of  perfect  shape,  shoulder  thick,  brightest 
silvery  sides  and  amber  belly.  Not  the  slightest 
sign  of  going  out  of  condition,  and  as  pretty  a  trout 
as  can  be  caught  anywhere  in  Cornwall,  and  I  say 
it  who  may,  for  I  have  fished  almost  everywhere 
from  the  Tamar  to  the  Land's  End.  I  raise  my 
glass  (or  flask)  to  the  squire,  and  then  with  almost 
equal  zest  I  drink  the  health  of  the  lovely,  gamy 
trout  of  the  always  charming  Loe. 

From  one  o'clock  to  two  I  devote  my  energies 
to  refreshment  in  the  form  of  eggs,  bacon,  and 
coffee  at  the  farm.  I  had  taken  five  good  fish 
before  my  meal,  and  I  should  like  to  add  seven  to 
them  in  the  afternoon,  but  I  fear  my  fate,  and  if 
I  fear  then  I  fail.  Has  any  angling  author  called 
attention  to  the  influence  of  ill-health,  fear,  or 
nervousness  on  success  in  fly  fishing  ?  Their  action 
on  shooting  is  well-known  and  quite  reasonably 
explicable,  but  has  anyone  considered  whether  a 
fisherman  who  is  anxious  or  troubled  in  mind  while 
fly  fishing  can  see  the  effects  in  his  catch,  or,  rather, 
no  catch  ?  Sometimes  when  the  water  and  sky 
were  all  that  could  be  wished,  I  have  had  a 
fatalistic  feeling  that  I  should  take  few  or  no  fish, 
and  my  fatalism  reacting  on  my  skill  has  brought 
about  the  result  feared.  Here  is  another  case.  I 
went  one  day  to  Helston  by  train,  expecting  that  a 
friend  would  come  over  in  the  afternoon.  I  fished 
about  an  hour,  and  then  began  to  look  for  my 
friend's  arrival.  As  he  did  not  come  I  began  to 
fear  he  had  met  with  a  motor  mishap,  and  I  knew 
that  no  fish  would  come  to  my  fly  for  that  day. 
My  friend  did  not  come.  He  had  really  gone  to 
the  other  end  of  the  pool,  one  and  a  half  miles  away, 
but  I  did  not  know  that — was  quite  anxious  and 
caught  nothing.  A  fisherman  quite  near  me  had 
sport,  and  I  ascribed  my  want  of  success  to  my 
anxiety  showing  itself  in  the  hurried  and  unnatural 
movement  of  my  flies  on  the  water.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  except  when  flies  are  blown  on 
the  water  they  are  depositing  their  eggs,  and  this 
is  done  naturally  and  without  haste.  There  is  my 
theory — exposed  to  the  full  blast  of  the  cynic  and 
his  opinion  "acidulated  with  scorn." 

When  I  reach  the  banks  of  the  lake  again  I 
pasH  over  to  the  south  side  where  many  good  fish 
are,  but  the  wind  blows  back  my  flies,  and  I  can 
not  get  the  Alexandra  cut  far  enough  with  my  Oft. 


rod.  I  fish  patiently  down  to  the  second  gate  with 
never  a  rise,  and  then  decide  to  go  back  to  the 
other  side.  At  the  head  of  the  creek  I  catch  two 
fish  of  about  3oz.  each,  but  put  them  back  for 
another  day.  Near  the  point  again  I  get  two  or 
three  rises  of  good  fish,  but  they  are  not  in  earnest 
as  they  were  in  the  morning,  and  I  change  the 
Alexandra  for  an  Olive  Dun.  They  will  not  look 
at  this,  however,  as  they  understand  entomology  if 
the  angler  has  forgotten  it.  A  Bluebottle  did 
better,  and  a  nice  fish  paid  for  his  curiosity  or 
hunger  after  a  good  dash  for  the  weeds.  Then  a 
Brown  Palmer  is  tried  without  result.  This  is 
followed  by  a  Red  Palmer  which  accounts  for  a 
very  fair  fish.  The  wind  has  again  fallen,  and  the 
pond  is  almost  smooth.  A  yellowish  brown  speck 
is  visible  about  100  yards  up  the  creek,  but  as  I 
turn  my  glance  upon  it  it  is  gone.  After  fully  half 
a  minute  one  would  think  it  reappears  many  yards 
further  away.  It  is  a  little  grebe  or  dabchick, 
which  is  very  far  from  common  in  Cornwall,  so  far 
as  my  knowledge  goes.  As  the  wind  has  freshened 
again  I  have  hopes  that  I  may  get  my  dozen,  but 
I  try  quite  up  to  the  wood  without  raising  a  fish; 
So  back  again  to  the  bay  where,  I  am  told,  are 
fish  over  2ft.  long.  I  cannot  say  they  are  not,  but 
here  the  water  is  shallow,  and  I  have  never  had 


very  good  sport  at  this  point.  One  evening, 
though,  I  caught  two  half-pounders  to  the  sur- 
prise of  an  angler  who  had  been  whipping  the 
same  water  for  half  an  hour.  He  had  been  using 
a  black  fly.  I  had  a  brown  one  on,  and  that  did 
the  trick.  Well,  I  have  seven  fish  now,  and  I  have 
returned  two.  I  have  little  hope  of  making  the 
dozen,  but  a  fish  is  rising  on  my  left,  and  I  throw 
him,  as  deftly  as  I  can,  a  Red  Palmer  with  bright 
twist,  and  he  yields  to  its  charm  and  I  have  him. 
He  is  perhaps  a  little  over  lOoz.,  and  deserves,  and 
would  have  had,  a  eulogy  if  fatigue  and  hunger  had 
not  gripped  me  so  firmly.  The  swallows  are  wheel- 
ing close  to  the  face  of  the  water.  There  must  be 
flies  there,  or  are  the  hirundines  only  viewing  their 
own  loveliness  in  nature's  mirror  ?  The  trout,  how- 
ever, refuse  to  rise,  and  I  have  to  go  without  my  six 
brace.  Well,  I  have  deserved  them,  for  I  have 
slogged  away  for  nearly  three  hours,  with  little 
cessation.  Nor  must  I  complain,  for  my  basket  is 
heavy  and  my  appetite  is  keen,  as  I  think  of  the 
cream  and  the  cheering  cup  at  the  farm.  For  nearly 
thirty  years  I  have  known  the  lovely  Loe,  and 
to-day,  surely,  has  not  been  the  least  pleasant  of 
the  many  days  I  have  spent  here,  and  so  looking 
back  over  those  years  I  hum  along  my  way — 
"Let  Fate  do  her,  worst  there  are  relics  of  joy. 
Bright  days  of  the  past  which  she  cannot  destroy." 

T.  J.  P. 


LANTERN  SLIDES  OF  THE 
LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY. 


Lantern  slides  showing  places  of  interest  on 
the  London  and  North- Western  route  are  again 
available  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  lectures, 
evening  entertainments,  etc.  The  slides,  which 
number  close  upon  400,  can  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation  to  Lantern  Slide  Department,  Euston.  They 
show  practically  every  phase  of  past  and  present 
railway  working. 

Anglers  who  have  been  asked  to  read  papers 
would  find  many  delightful  fishing  places  in  the 
London  and  North- Western  list. 


A  GRAND  CHAR  FROM  LAKE 
BOURGET. 


Writing  from  Lyons  on  Sept.  7,  Mr.  ,W.  Wies- 
mann  sends  me  the  following  particulars  of  an 
18|lb.  char  and  the  very  interesting  photograph 
which  I  reproduce:  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  hand  you  enclosed  a 


photo  of  a  splendid  char  {Omhre  Chevalier)  taken 
by  netsmen  last  Sunday,  just  opposite  Aix-les- 
Bains,  in  the  Lake  of  Bourget.  A  friend  of  mine 
present  at  the  moment  of  the  capture  took  this 
'  snap '  of  it  and  had  it  weighed,  but  unfortunately 
omitted  to  take  also  the  measures.  It  weighed 
exactly  8  kilos  400  grammes  (about  ISpb.),  and  I 
estimate  the  length,  after  the  photo,  about  32in. 
My  friend  told  me  it  was  an  uncommonly  broad 
and  thick  fish.  It  is  certainly  the  biggest  char  I 
ever  heard  of.  There  were  some  taken  in  the  Lake 
of  Geneva  up  to  8  kilos,  and  one  of  about  7  kilos 
in  the  Lake  of  Zurich  many  years  ago,  but  never 
any  exceeding  that  weight. 

"My  friend  saw  another  nice  fish  of  5lb.  in  the 
boat  of  a  spoon-fisher  (trailer),  who  had  taken 
eleven  in  the  course  of  Sunday  afternoon." 

R.  B.  M. 


Mr.  F,  Boakes,  fishing  at  Burwood,  hooked  a 
fine  chub  which  was  attracted  by  his  gudgeon  bait. 
As  he  was  drawing  his  prize  to  the  bank  it  was 
snapped  by  a  pike,  which  succeeded  in  nearly 
swallowing  it.  In  the  struggle  the  line  broke,  but, 
determined  not  to  be  "  done,"  Mr.  Boakea  jumped 
into  the  water,  and  managed  to  catch  it  and  throw 
the  pike  on  to  the  bank.  In  its  mouth  was  tightly 
wedged  the  chub,  which  in  turn  had  the  gudgeon. 
The  chub  weighed  Ijlb.,  and  the  pike  8lb.  2oz. 


Fjshekjien  ov  Lake  Bourget,  or  Chatillon,  Fbance,  with  18Jlb.  Char. 
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SOME  SEA  ANGLING  BAITS. 


Every  season  seea  the  ranks  of  the  rock  and  bay 
angler  increasing  both  in  numbers  and  importance. 
Sport  with  cod,  saithe,  whiting,  and  other  fish  that 
Avas  at  one  time  despised  has  sprung  into  an 
importance  that  the  moat  sanguine  would  never 
have  dreamt  of,  and  is  now  regarded  as  a  most 
acceptable  pastime  during  an  autumn  holiday  by 
those  who  pitch  their  tent  for  the  time  being 
within  sight  or  sound  of  the  eea.  Moreover,  as 
they  are  most  frequently  left  to  their  own  resources, 
a  few  hints  as  to  the  most  acceptable  baits,  by  an 
old  hand  who  has  been  at  the  game  for  nigh  half 
a  century,  cannot  fail  to  give  some  new  ideas,  or 
at  the  least  freshen  up  old  ones. 

The  best  sea-bait  ia  undoubtedly  the  crab,  and 
of  the  crab  species  the  green  crab  in  preference 
to  the  commercial  or  red  crab;  The  latter  is,  in 
addition  to  its  secondary  importance  as  a  bait,  too 
expensive  and  too  valuable  as  a  marketable  food, 
while  the  green  crab  is  preferred  by  the  fish  and 
despised  by  the  fish  salesmati.  It  has  little  or  no 
place  on  the  market. 

To  catch  crabs  use  nets.  A  couple  of  them  are 
easily  made.  Two  hoops  from  a  barrel  and  a  piece 
of  herring  net  are  all  that  is  required.  They  are 
rigged  like  the  landing-net,  with  a  stout  cord 
attached  to  pull  them  up  out  of  the  water.  They  are 
baited  with  haddock,  herring,  or  other  offal,  which 
must  be  fastened  into  the  net  by  a  bit  of  twine, 
else  the  crabs  will  run  off  with  them;  The  best 
way  is  to  have  a  string  of  haddock  heads  tied  into 
the  net.  Commence  to  fish  for  the  crab  at  dead-low 
water.  Set  the  net  in  some  favoured  spot  or  pool. 
When  one  is  set  proceed  to  set  the  other,  and  by 
the  time  the  second  is  set  the  first  will  be  ready 
to  draw.  Work  the  nets  backwards  from  pool  to 
pool  with  the  advancing  tide  till  enough  crabs  have 
been  got,  or  the  tide  exhausted. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  green  crabs  to  be  got  just 
now,  the  "he'.'  and  the  "she,"'  The  she-crab  is 
the  better  of  the  two  in  the  autumn,  and  the 
he-crab  in  the  spring.  To  prepare  the  bait,  remove 
all  the  claws,  the  apron,  and  most  of  the  breast, 
also  the  hard  bone  at  the  mouth;  Then  with  a 
long-bladed  knife  run  round  the  soft  part  between 
the  skin  and  the  shell,  first  one  end  and  then  the 
other.  The  "  meat "  will  then  easily  shake  out, 
or  come  away  with  the  knife.  A  she-crab  when 
full  will  provide  one  or  two  baits,  the  he-crab 
perhaps  only  one.  The  she-crab  is  reddish  in  the 
l)elly,  while  the  he-crab  is  only  pale  at  the  best,  or 
otherwise  dark  green.  There  is  no  mistaking  them 
when  seen  together.  Although  both  are  good  baits 
the  she-crab  is  the  better,  but  the  he-orab  is  not 
to  be  despised  for  all  that.  It  is,  moreover,  easier 
got  than  the  she- crab. 

The  shell  is  of  no  use,  neither  the  hard  parts  of 
the  breast.  The  hollow,  soft  part  of  the  breast 
often  provides  a  bait,  and  may  in  a  push  be  utilised. 

To  bait  the  hook  with  crab,  wool  is  necessary. 
The  crab  is  softly  warped  round  the  hook,  then 
follows  a  weh  of  wool.  The  bait  is  then  dropped 
with  as  little  pitch  as  possible  off  the  rock  with  a 
stout  pole  or  rock  rod,  18ft.  or  20ft.  long,  or  over 
the  side  of  the  boat,  and  sunk  in  as  deep  water  as 
possible,  where  the  larger  fish  are  always  to  be 
found,  and  always  on  the  feed.  A  Jib.  lead  sinker 
will  be  found  the  best  of  weights,  but  this  will 
depend  much  on  the  local  currents;  It  is  best  to 
fish  with  the  incoming  tide,  hence  a  tide  is  always 
lost  in  providing  the  bait. 

Grabs  can  be  kept  for  days,  aye,  weeks  on  end, 
in  any  dark  spot,  but  if  not  carefully  closed  down 
they  will  soon  make  good  their  escape.  I  have 
kept  crabs  for  six  weeks  in  an  old  pot,  and  occa- 
sionally given  them  a  drink  of  sea  water.  Fresh 
water  kills  them.  The  fresher  they  can  be  used 
the  better  their  killing  powers.  It  is  the  same 
with  all  live  baits,  bar  the  worm.  It  needs  a  few 
days'  scouring. 

Next  to  the  crab  comes  the  mussel,  then  the 
sand-eel,  the  herring  cut  into  strips,  the  lamprey, 
and  last,  and  most  unsatisfactory,  the  sand-worm, 
a  soft,  pulpy  mass  not  worth  the  trouble  of  hunting 
for,  but  which  one  may  fall  back  upon  in  a  push. 
Of  other  sea- baits,  the  big  bright  Devon,  armed 
with  heavy  triangles,  makes  an  excellent  trolling 
bait  for  pollack.  The  ripper,  the  "jumbo" — a 
foot-long  tube  armed  with  hooks  and  tilled  with 
lead,  also  called  the  "jumper" — are  unworthy  of 
mention.  They  are  sea-poaching  instruments,  and 
beyond  the  realms  of  sport.         q  ji  m^ckay 


THE  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 


SEA  FISHING  TACKLE  EXHIBITION. 


The  most  interesting  and  successful  of  the  exhibi 
tionsof  sea  fishing  tackle,  promoted  by  the  B.S.A.S., 
was  held  at  their  headquarters  in  Fetter-lane  from 
Tuesday  to  Friday  this  week.  In  addition  to  the 
trade  exhibits,  several  of  the  members  had  lent 
favourite  rods  and  tackle.  To  me,  specially  interest- 
ing items  were  the  wonderfully  lifelike  coloured 
casts  of  fish  done  by  some  new  process  by  Mr.  A.  J, 
Gear,  one  of  the  members.  Mr.  Gear  does  all  kinds 
of  fish,  but  his  kippers  and  red  herrings  are  so 
natural  and  thirst-producing  that  I  should  like  to 
see  his  trout  and  roach. 

I  hope  some  of  the  members  will  try  the 
"  W.  H.  V."  waterproofing  which  was  on  view — I 
do  not  mean  as  a  thirst  quencher,  but  on  their 
boots  and  lines; 

The  exhibitors  included  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros., 
Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  Messrs.  Gamage,  Messrs. 
Little  &  Co.,  Messrs.  Holbrow,  Messrs.  Anderson, 
Anderson,  and  Anderson,  and  the  Army  and  Navy 
Stores.  Although  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  was 
any  startling  new  invention,  there  were  many 
developments  and  improvements. 


Messes.  Haedy  Beothers. 

Messrs.  Hardy  have  all  kinds  of  files  and 
sea  fishing  baits.  Talking  about  files  for  sea 
fishing  reminds  me  that  I  heard  a  visitor  to 
the  exhibition,  who  fishes  at  Filey  with  flies, 
complain  that  he  could  not  find  any  flies  such  as 
he  wanted.  I  do  not  know  what  he  wants,  but 
I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  him  that  the  artificial 
fly  for  sea-fishing  is  a  crude,  inartistic  affair,  usually 
consisting  of  merely  two  slips  of  coloured  or  white 
feather  for  wings,  and  nothing  but  bare  hook  for 
body ;  if  such  things  kill  well,  would  not  some- 
thing nearer  the  artistic  salmon  fly,  but  on  much 
cheaper  lines,  kill  still  better  ?  Possibly  not.  At 
Messrs.  Hardy's  stall  I  found  Mr.  Forster  Hardy, 
who  has  recently  been  having  such  good  sport  with 
the  bass.  He  showed  me  many  grand  sea  rods  at 
all  prices,  including  the  best  split  cane,  and  down 
to  a  capital  whole  cane  rod  at  7s.  6d. 

A  very  ingenious  affair  is  the  new  Hardy  com- 
bined collapsible  boom  for  eca  fishing.  The 
spreaders  are  "worked"  by  a  weight  underneath, 
which  can  be  changed  for  a  lighter  or  heavier  one 
in  a  moment.  The  suspended  weight  causes  the 
spreaders  to  stand  out  taut — somewhat  on  the 
principle  of  the  toy  wooden  soldier  who  throws 
out  his  arms  and  legs  when  you  pull  the  string — 
it  folds  up  in  a  second,  and  is  most  convenient  in 
every  way. 

If  somebody  could  invent  a  dodge  for  keeping 
small  crabs  and  small  eels  off  your  bait,  and  yet 
not  interfere  with  the  taking  of  the  fish  you  want  to 
catch,  it  would  save  a  lot  of  trouble  and  profanity. 
When  ledgering  recently  I  tried  buoying  up  my 
lob,  etc.,  on  a  short  bit  of  line  by  means  of  a  cork, 
but  the  "  shoe-strings "  swarmed  up  the  line  and 
got  the  bait  just  the  same. 

Mr.  Forster  Hardy  showed  me  the  tackle  ho  used 
for  his  bass  fishing.  It  included  a  large  Fishing 
Gazette  pike  float  and  good-sized  eyed  hook  for 
live  prawn  as  bait.  The  large  revolving  ring  which 
Messrs.  Hardy  now  put  on  their  salmon  and  sea 
fishing  reels,  between  the  reel  plates  in  front  of  reel 
for  line  to  be  wound  through,  acts  admirably  in 
taking  friction  olf  the  lino,  and  in  causing  it  to 
wind  in  comfortably,  as  it  cannot  pile  up  all  on 
one  side,  I  was  greatly  pleased  with  it  when 
salmon  fishing  recently.  Messrs.  Hardy  have  some 
grand  sea  fishing  reels,  including  the  "Longstone," 
."Farne,"  "Ocean,"  etc.  Another  novelty  is  a 
"  Sensitive  Boom,"  which  is  said  to  turn  and  fish 
just  as  it  should  do  in  any  tide  or  current;  The 
Hardy  "  Halcyon  "  Spinner,  with  spinner  at  head 
which  alone  revolves,  is  said  to  make  an  excellent 
bass  bait.  In  the  fresh  water  "  Halcyon, which 
I  have  often  used  for  trout,  etc.,  I  find  that  in 
casting  it  like  a  fly  the  light  feathers  and  hooks 
get  thrown  back  and  catch  in  the  line.  For  5s. 
Messrs.  Hardy  sell  100  yards  of  flax  tarpon  line  of 
enormous  strength.  Their  "Anchor  Tombstone 
Lead  "  is  a  very  good  one,  as  is  their  new  plan  of 
putting  agate  rings  in  a  metal  case  instead  of  in  a 
wire  holding  it  in  a  groove — the  line  can  only  come 
in  contact  with  the  agate. 


Messrs.  A.  Gabteb  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
of  137,  St.  John-street-road,  had  an  excellent  show 
of  rods  and  tackle  for  sea-fishing,  including  the 
identical  "  Welldone  "  sea  rod  and  line  on  which 
Mr.  Mignet,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  recently  killed  the 
1831b.  skate,  one  of  the  biggest  fish  ever  taken  on 
rod  and  line  in  this  country,  and  probably  the 
biggest  ever  killed  on  gut  tackle.  The  rod  is  made 
either  7ft.  or  8ft.,  with  a  special  top  of  whalebone 
and  split  caae.  The  "Mallet"  sea  rod  has  been 
used  by  anglers  who  have  had  great  fish  at  Bally- 
cotton  lately;  it  is  made  of  greenheart  or  lance- 
wood  throughout.  The  "Margate"  mullet  rod  is 
a  light  rod  made  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  a  roach 
rod,  but  of  course  much  stronger ;  fish  up  to  20lb. 
have  been  taken  on  it  by  Dr.  Patterson.  It  is 
fitted  with  a  double  set  of  an  improved  ring 
having  a  screw  head,  so  that  the  angler  can  use 
each  side  alternately,  and  so  prevent  the  rod  taking 
a  bend  from  constant  use  on  one  side. 

The  "  Pine  "  sea  rod,  made  from  the  designs  of 
that  capital  all-round  angler,  Mr.  David  Pine,  is 
one  of  the  best  sea  rods  on  the  market,  being 
double-built  split-cane,  with  or  without  steel  centre, 
and  is  fitted  with  pulley  wheels  in  lieu  of  rings. 
The  "  Pine  "  sea  reel  is  also  excellent  in  every  way, 
simple  and  strong,  and  one  great  improvement  in 
it  is  a  new  sjyring  clip,  which  locks  the  barrel  on 
the  spindle,  and  does  away  with  that  great  element 
of  weakness  in  so  many  sea  reels,  namely,  a  screw 
nut,  which  so  often  gets  loose  and  drops  off.  The 
"Bognor"sea  reel  is  made  of  metal  throughout, 
and  claims  to  be  an  entirely  new  style,  and  excellent 
for  casting  a  long  line  from.  I  like  the  look  of  it. 
A  new  sea  fishing  paternoster  is  that  invented  by 
Mr.  Hunt,  of  the  B  S.A.S.,  for  which  Messrs. 
Carter  claim  many  advantages,  namely,  that  it  is 
"  very  sensitive,  and  will  give  a  sharp  notice  of  a 
nibble;  a  spring  keeps  the  boom  in  position,  and 
no  fouling  of  hooks  takes  place."  It  is  made  of 
wire  throughout,  is  fitted  with  three  booms,  and 
seems  to  be  a  very  sensible  and  useful  affair.  The 
"  Leigh "  sea  rod  is  a  cheap  rod  intended  for 
flounder  fishing.  Anglers  who  fish  from  piers,  or, 
rather,  let  their  rods  fish  for  them,  and  use  bells, 
will  appreciate  a  new  bell  with  clip,  so  that  it  can 
be  put  on  or  taken  off  in  a  moment. 


Messes.  Andekson,  Andeeson,  and  Anderson, 
of  37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E  C,  show  a  new 
pneumatic  seat  bag  for  strapping  to  a  boat  seat, 
which  I  should  say  would  prove  a  great  boon  to  all 
anglers  who  do  much  boat  fishing,  whether  in  fresh 
or  salt  water.  Their  "  Victoria  "  oilskin  bag  for  sea 
fishermen  is  also  first-rate,  with  divisions  for  fish, 
lunch,  etc.,  and  will  be  very  useful  for  carrying 
boots  and  waders  for  pike  or  other  fishing  also.  It 
is  light,  large,  inexpensive,  and  can  be  easily  washed 
inside  and  out.  Anderson's  leather-lined  "  Quarter 
Deck ''  boot  is  well  provided  with  nails  in  sole  and 
heel,  and  is  perfectly  waterproof — it  comes  half-way 
up  t>o  the  knee.  Sea  fishing  garments  of  all  kinds, 
•both  of  oilskin  and  rubber,  are  shown  by  this  firm. 
I  was  surprised  to  hear  that  those  black  oilskins 
which  sometimes  stick  together  and  come  off  in 
patches  can  be  easily  repaired.  I  gave  a  good  one 
away,  which  had  been  carelessly  hung  up  wet  and 
so  stuck  together,  thinking  it  was  of  little  use. 


The  Aemy  and  Navy  Co-operative  Society's 
Fishing  Tackle  Department. 

One  of  the  best  things  in  the  exhibition  was  the 
"  Hardy  Corfe  "  sea  rod,  which  is  made  in  green- 
heart  and  split  cane  or  lancewood,  and  is  fitted  with 
a  new  style  of  ring,  which  allows  of  broken  rings 
bemg  replaced  without  rebindiog.  The  "  A.  &  N." 
7ft.  or  8ft.  sea  rod — double  winch  fittings — is  made 
with  whole  cane  butt  and  greenheart  top,  light  but 
powerful.  A  very  popular  rod,  and  a  wonder  at 
the  price,  is  the  "A.  &  N."  half-guinea  sea  rod, 
made  of  bamboo  and  greenheart.  The  "A.  &  N." 
ladies'  half-guinea  all  greenheart  sea  rod  is  very 
light  and  strong,  and  just  the  thing  for  the  ladies^ 
so  many  of  whom  are  taking  keenly  to  sea-fishing. 
Then  the  "  A.  &  N."  sea  bass  rod  is  well  designed 
for  spinning  or  live-baiting  for  that  game  fish.  It 
is  made  in  built  cane,  also  in  whole  cane  and  green- 
heart ;  it  would  make  a  good  pike  or  Thames  trout 
rod,  and  at  a  pinch,  with  a  heavy  tapered  reel  line; 
one  could  get  out  a  fly  for  bass  with  it. 

I  was  very  glad  to  see  at  the  "  A.  &  N.'J  stand 
what  I  have  long  wanted  to  get,  and  that  is  a 
plaited  linen  line.  The  "A.  &  N."  Premier  sea 
line  ia  made  of  plaited  instead  of  twisted  hemp 
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ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  EIVEKSIDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K.  J.  Finlay. 


A  "  Coup  de  Grace  "  to  Sport. 
Maxim. — Be  sure  and  cut  your  weeds  when  you  know  your  neighbour  down  stream 

intends  to  enjoy  himself. 


This  is  the  Neighbour. 


(the  linen  or  Sax  lino  ia  mnoh  the  same  as 
regards  strength  and  nature),  and  is  far  superior  as 
a  non-kinker,  either  for  sea  fishing,  pike  fishing,  or 
as  back  line  for  the  salmon  reel.  The  "A.  &  N.'2 
shilling  three-yard  gut  sea  fishing  casts,  and  yard 
and  a  half  traces  at  same  price,  are  wonderful 
value,  and  if  stained  would  do  well  for  pike  fishingv 
Then  another  good  shillingsworth  is  the  one 
hundred  strand  packet  of  stout  gut  strands  for 
mounting  sea  hooks  on;  these  strands  are  really 
thrown  aside  strands  of  salmon  gut,  perfectly 
strong,  but  not  even  enough  for  making  up  into 
salmon  casts. 

The  "A.  &  N."  wire  line,'singlel  and  twisted,  is 
now  largely  used  by  their  customers.  Their  new 
collapsible  line  drier,  for  drying  sea  lines,  is  ex- 
tremely simple,  effective,  and  cheap.  The  "  A:  & 
N."  have  always  made  a  feature  of  rods  and  tackle 
for  tarpon,  their  one-piece  whole  cane  7ft.  rod,  with 
double  set  of  rings,  being  a  favourite.  Now  they 
have  an  English  made  tarpon  reel,  a  multiplier 
like  the  American  patterns,  with  leather  brake  at 
back  :  it  appears  to  be  a  very  fine  piece  of  work. 
A  neat  carrier  for  eyed  sea  hooks,  with  place  for 
file  and  scissors,  and  pocket  for  gut,  etc.,  is  very 
useful.  Every  kind  of  sea  tackle,  with  many 
special  "  A.  &  N."  articles,  are  sold  by  the  fishing 
tackle  department  of  the  great  establishment  in 
Victoria-street. 


Messrs.  Holbbow  &  Co., 
40,  Duke-street,  St.  James's,  S.W. 
One  of  Messrs.  Holbrow's  novelties  is  a  cheap, 
roomy,  and  well  made  "  Hold-all  Bag  "  for  carrying 
anything,  including  one's  oilskins,  sea  tackle,  etc. 
Mr.  H.  had  a  capital  show  of  sea  rods  and  tackle  of 
all  kinds;  on  his  sea  reels,  which  run  on  a  spindle 
in  the  Nottingham  style,  he  puts  a  square  washer  to 
minimise  the  chance  of  losing  the  screw  which  holds 
the  barrel  on  the  spindle.  A  good,  plain,  simple 
knife  has  been  designed  by  Mr.  Hoi  brow,  who  calls 
it  "  The  Boatman's  Knife  '•' :  it  contains  only  a  good 
big  blade  for  cutting  up  bait,  etc.,  and  a  disgorger, 
and  he  finds  that  a  great  many  of  his  sea-fishing 
customers  like  to  make  presents  of  these  useful  and 
inexpensive  knives  to  their  boatmen. 

Messrs.  A.  W.  Gamage,  Limited,  Holbobk, 
London. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  from  Messrs.  Gamage's  repre- 
sentative (Mr.  Coombe)  that  in  spite  of  an 
unfavourable  season  for  sport,  their  fishing  tackle 
customers  have  kept  them  busy  supplying  their 
specialities,  such  as  the  Gamage  Popular  sea  rod 
at  63.  6di  and  lOs.  6d.  They  are  useful,  well-made 
rods,  not  such  as  an  angler  could  not  trust,  and  are 
made  of  greenheart  with  lancewood  tops.  There 
seems  to  be  a  revival  in  the  use  of  lancewood-,  and 
perhaps  it  answers  better  for  stout  sea  rods  than 
for  fly-rod  tops.  I  found  it  inferior  to  good  green- 
heart  in  strength  and  in  keeping  its  shape.  The 
Gamage  "B.S.A.'I  boat  rod  is  well  designed,  and 
the  handle  is  whipped  with  cord  like  a  cricket-bat 
handle,  only  the  cord  is  stouter  and  well  varnished. 
It  is  claimed  that  ^for  salt-water  fishing  this  is 
better  and  cleaner  than  cork.  The  Gamage 
"  B.S.A.'.'  combination  bass  and  boat  rod  is 
made  so  that  you  can  use  it  as  a  three-joint  spin- 
ning rod  or  as  a  two-joint  boat  rod.  In  reels,  I 
liked  the  appearance  of  the  "Kentor''  sea  reel, 
in  which  the  barrel  does  not  run  on  a  spindle; 
but  on  a  large  brass  drum,  which,  it  is  claimed, 
prevents  warping.  It  is  a  new  departure,  and 
it  yet  remains  to  be  seen  how  it  will  answer — 
certainly  all  chance  of  warping  of  the  back  rim, 
where  a  Nottingham  wood  reel  sometimes  goes 
wrong,  Iseems  to  be  done  away  with,  but  a  wood 
barrel  running  on  a  metal  drum  seems  to  me  to 
have  "dangers  ahead,"  which  would  be  avoided  by 
letting  the  barrel  have  a  metal  hoop  inside  on  each 
side  to  run  on  the  metal  drum.  In  general  tackles 
Messrs.  Gamage  have  the  "Feather  Touch  3- boom 
Paternoster,"  the  (Jamage  "Alpha"  sea  line,  the 
Allcock-Jardine  lead,  transparent  Kca  tackle  case, 
and  a  great  variety  of  leads,  hooks,  etc.  I  forgot 
to  mention  they  make  capital  light  ladies  sea  rods 
in  split  cane  and  whole  cane. 

The  "  Grip "  sea  lead  seems  to  be  taking  a 
"  grip  "  on  sea  anglers.  I  noticed  it  on  several  of 
the  stalls,  and  Messrs.  Gamage  had  a  large  display 
of  it.  

Messrs.  G.  Litile  &  Co  ,  63,  Hayilvkket. 

Messrs.  Little  always  make  a  good  show  at  these 
exhibitions,  and  among  their  specialities  may  be 
noted  a  handsome  poliflued  wood  cabinet,  contain- 


ing rod,  reel,  lines,  ledgers,  traces,  paternosters, 
baits,  leads,  hand  lines,  etc.,  in  fact,  everything 
that  a  sea  angler  requires  in  a  general  way,  the 
whole  contained  in  a  box  only  a  trifle  over  2ft.  in 
length,  lOin.  wide,  and  5\m.  in  depth.  It  will  be 
seen  that  it  would  be  equally  useful  on  a  yacht 
or  fishing-boat  as  for  a  store  cabinet  at  home. 
In  sea  rods  they  have  a  wide  range  to 
select  from  -from  a  very  powerful  green- 
heart  tarpon  rod,  with  double  porcelain  rings  and 
fittings,  to  a  light  split  eano  sea  rod  with  agate 
rings.  The  demand  for  walking-stick  rods  can 
never  be  very  great  I  should  imagine,  but  Messrs. 
Little  and  Co.  have  stocked  them  since  the 
1851  Great  Exhibition,  and  probably  long  before. 
They  now  make  a  three-joint  bamboo  walking- 
stick  rod  with  detachable  rings  and  winch  fittings. 
In  baits  they  have  an  endless  variety,  including 
sand-eels  made  of  natural  fish  skin.  By  the  way, 
I  wonder  if  anybody[ever  catches  fish  with  those  bits 
of  soleskin  cut  into  shape  of  a  fish,  silvered  and 
armed  with  two  hooks  —  there  is  no  spinner ; 
possibly  mackerel  would  take  them.  Little's 
"  Anti-Kinker "  sea  leads  are  made  in  all  sizes, 
from  loz.  to  lib.  The  "Haymarket"  sea  reel, 
witli  the  new  friction  brake,  is  one  of  the  best 
things  in  the  exhibition,  and  I  think  the  principle 
miglit  be  applied  to  ordinary  Nottingham  reels 
with  advantaf^e.    At  the  back  of  the  reel  a  lever, 


which  you  regulate  by  turning  a  screw,; presses  on 
the  outside  rim  of  the  reel  gently  or  strongly,  just 
as  you  adjust  it — you  take  the  brake  off  by 
pressing  the  lever  ;  it  makes  a  perfect  silent  check. 
I  think  I  like  it  best  of  all  the  similar  methods  I 
have  seen.- 

Messrs.  Little  also  showed  a  new  boom,  or  modi- 
fication of  old  one,  called  "  The  Sea  Angler's  Boom."- 
Here  is  what  is  said  about  it :  "  It  comprises  all  tho 
advantages  and  improvements  in  booms  for  the  last 
ten  years  (including  the  ' straight  pull'),  with  the 
addition  of  a  swivel  buckle  or  link  at  the  end  of  the 
boom,  enabling  the  angler  almost  instantly  to  take 
ofE  or  put  on  a  hook  on  gut."  This  is  a  great  advan- 
tage when  eels  and  congers  are  around,  also  when  a 
hook  is  broken  or  the  gut  snaps. 

"Cross's  Cork  Combination  Comfort." 

These  patent  flexible  cork  mats  are  intended  for 
use  also  as  seats,  as  aids  in  learning  to  swim,  as  life- 
buoys, and  for  other  purposes.  Very  ingenious,  but  I 
should  advise  Mr.  Cross  to  make  them  of  "Suberite" 
instead  of  ordinary  bottle  corks,  as  the  latter  will 
soon  break  up. 

If  the  exhibition  gets  larger,  the  society  will 
have  to  have  it  in  a  larger  room.  "  Anyway,' sea 
anglers  are  gxeatly  indebted  to  the  B.S.A.S.  for 
instituting  and  organising  these  really  useful  shows. 

R.  B.  Marston. 
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THE  LADYFISH. 


In  a  recent  issue  of  the  "  Smithsonian  Miscella- 
neous Collections,"  Dr.  Theodore  Gill  describes  the 
lady  fish  {Alhula  vidpcs),  an  interesting  species  best 
known  to  anglers  in  Florida.   Of  it  Dr.  Gill  writes:  — 

"  It  is  found  in  almost  every  tropical  sea,  but  it 
is  not  confined  to  such,  for  individuals  not  a  few 
extend  their  wanderings  quite  far  beyond  the 
tropical  zone,  occasionally  even  roaming  northward 
to  Massachusetts.  It  attains  a  length  of  from  a 
foot  and  a  half  to  three  feet,  and  a  weight  of  about 
three  to  ten  pounds,  but  the  average  is  far  below 
the  maximum  mentioned. 

"Notwithstanding  its  wide  geographical  distribu- 
tion it  is  in  truth  a  shore  fish,  and  seeks  its  food 
close  to  the  shore  or  on  muddy  oc  sandy  flats 
where  shellfish — especially  small  bivalve  shellfish — 
most  abound.  When  the  flood  tide  begins  and  'up 
to  full  tide '  is  the  select  lime  for  feeding,  and 
'flats  in  water,  varying  from  a  deplh  of  eight  to 
ten  inches,'  a  choice  place  for  hunting  for  food. 
^  As  the  fish  feed  in  such  shallow  water  their  heads 
go  down  and  their  tails  come  out  of  the  water,  and 
as  they  work  in  shorewards  their  dorsal  fins  cut 
the  water,  and  the  sunlight  is  reflected  from  their 
silvery  sides.'  The  actions  of  the  fish  thus  seen 
have  suggested  to  some  the  name  'grubber.' 

"  There  is  a  beautiful  correlation  between  the  fish's 
food  and  the  structural  means  for  assimilating  it. 
The  dentition  as  a  whole  is  quite  peculiar — unlike 
lhat  of  any  other  animal.  The  bony  roof  of  the 
mouth  is  closed  in  by  the  juxtaposition  of  the  paras- 
phenoid  and  pterygoid  bones  and  covered  with 
roundish  molar  teeth,  and  the  floor  of  the  mouth 
has  opposed  teeth  so  that  the  fish  is  well  provided 
with  the  means  for  crushing  the  shells  which  it 
takes;  externally  is  provision  for  finding  and  root- 
ing them  in  the  projecting  conic  snout,  which  is  so 
prominent  as  to  have  suggested  one  of  its  early 
names — Conorhynclms,  or  cone-snout. 

"A  favourite  region  for  the  discharge  of  pro- 
creative  duties  is  the  Gulf  of  California.  There  the 
young  may  be  found  in  immense  quantities,  and 
they  are  '  often  thrown  by  the  ^^•aves  on  the  beach 
in  great  masses.'  But  so  different  are  those  young 
from  the  mother  fish  that  they  would  not  be  recog- 
nised by  the  casual  observer.  They  are  'elongate, 
band-shaped,  with  very  small  head,  and  loose, 
transjiarent  tissues.'  In  the  water,  in  fact,  their 
eyes  alone  are  visible.  Gilbert  tells  that  '  from 
this  condition  they  become  gradually  shorter  and 
more  compact,  shrinking  from  three  or  three- 
and-a-half  inches  in  length  to  two  inches.'  Then 
their  form  becomes  much  like  that  of  maturity,  and 
from  that  stage  they  grow  regularly  till  the  pro- 
portions of  ripe  age  are  attained.  Having  at  length 
shrunk  to  almost  half  the  length  of  the  longest 
esunculoid  stage,  and  acquired  a  roundness  and 
compactness  of  body  as  well  as  shape  of  the  adult, 
it  starts  anew  in  growth  and  continues  till  the  size 
and  other  characteristics  of  the  adult  are  attained. 
The  history  of  the  metamorphosis  of  the  species  is 
quite  as  remarkable  as  that  of  the  butterfly.  With 
diminishing  length,  with  increased  compactness, 
the  myotomes  or  muscular  folds  grow  closer  to- 
gether and  less  obvious,  the  dorsal  fin  and,  to  a  less 
extent,  the  anal  become  better  developed  and 
advance  towards  the  middle,  and  innumerable 
minor,  or,  rather,  less  evident,  changes  accompany 
such  until  the  adult  form  in  miniature  is  obtained. 

" '  One  of  its  haunts  is  the  waters  of  Biscayne  Bay 
and  those  extending  some  sixty  miles  further  south,' 
and  by  residents  of  that  shore  it  '  is  not  known  to 
be  found  anywhere'  else.  There  probably,  at  least, 
it  is  angled  for  as  much  if  not  more  than  elsewhere, 
and  is  quite  generally  regarded  as  the  gamiest  fish 
that  Bwims.  There,  near  Miami,  August  Thomas 
(1903)  verified  to  his  own  satisfaction  the  verdict  of 
the  neighbourhood.  He  approached  a  school,  as  is 
generally  done,  in  a  boat  with  a  guide. 

" '  Your  guide  works  the  boat  towards  them 
carefully,  for  they  are  as  timid  as  a  deer,  and  once 
frightened  are  very  difiicult  to  approach.  When 
within  fifty  or  sixty  feet,  which  is  as  close  as  it  is 
possible  to  get  without  frightening  the  fish,  you 
cast  the  bait  to  a  spot  in  line  with  the  direction  the 
fish  are  working,  and  not  nearer  than  twenty  or 
thirty  feet  to  them.  The  bait  is  one  of  the  shellfish 
upon  which  the  fish  feed,  and  it  must  bo  absolutely 
fresh.'  This  bait  must  be  allowed  to  '  lie  immovable 
until  the  fish  find  it.  The  first  indication  is  a  slight 
nibble,  for  they  are  not  vigorous  biters,  and  they 
must  be  hooked,  for  they  rarely  hook  themselves.' 


"  At  length  one  is  hooked.  Then  commences  the 
sport.  '  From  three  to  five  hundred  feet  of  line  is 
taken  out  on  the  first  rush,  and  this  is  often  re- 
peated twice  or  even  three  times,  making  from  one 
thousand  to  fifteen  hundred  feet  of  line  in  all  that 
is  taken  out  in  this  manner.  When  these  bursts  of 
speed  are  over  it  is  fight,  fight,  fight,  every  inch  of 
the  way  to  the  boat,  the  runs  growing  shorter  as 
the  fish  fails.  When  at  length  he  sees  the  boat 
the  mighty  struggle  comes,  but  not  having  strength 
to  make  a  dash  he  circles  about  the  boat  at  a 
distance  of  from  ten  to  twenty  feet,  often  making 
the  circuit  half  a  dozen  times — when  he  finally 
comes  alongside,  belly  up,  he  is  dead — died  as  he 
had  lived — dead  game — and  may  be  lifted  into  the 
boat  with  safety  by  the  guide.' 

"  Fish  may  be  caught  'from  November  to  April, 
but  it  is  at  its  best  in  December.' 

"There  is  much  diversity  of  opinion  respecting 
the  culinary  characteristics  of  the  ladyfish.  Thomas 
thought  that  '  as  a  table  fish  they  have  few  equals, 
either  planked  or  broiled.'  Goode,  '  from  personal 
observation  testified  that  its  reputation  is  by  no 
means  a  false  one.'  In  the  Bermudas,  too,  '  where 
large  schools  are  taken,'  and  where  it  is  known  as 
the  bonefish  or  grubber,  it  is  considered  '  a  most 
excellent  food  fish.'  Others,  however,  hold  it  in 
little  esteem.  Goode  himself  tells  that  along  the 
southern  coast  of  California  where  it  is  '  found  in 
some  numbers,'  on  account  of  '  its  beautiful  colour 
it  sells  readily,  but  it  is  not  especially  esteemed  as 
a  table  fish.' 

"  But  it  is  by  all  with  common  consent  exalted 
as  a  game  fish.  The  celebrated  angler,  Henshall, 
in  1884,  declared  that  of  all  the  fish  he  had 
caught  in  the  Indian  River  inlet  '  a  bonefish  of 
about  31b.  gave  more  real  sport  than  any  of  the 
others.'  He  found  that  it  '  fights  in  the  water  and 
in  the  air  like  the  black  bass,  but  mostly  in  the  air 
— a  silver  shuttle.'  " 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  GALWAY 
EIVEK. 

By  Ownwee. 

The  Galway  river  runs  from  Lough  Corrib  on 
the  west  coast  of  Ireland.  It  is  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  long,  but  in  its  yield  of  fish  and 
sporting  qualities  it  is  a  magnificent  river.  It 
forms  the  main  trunk  to  the  lough  which  feeds  it 
from  its  abundant  storage  of  42,000  acres  of  water. 

I  have  just  returned  from  its  banks  with  vivid 
impressions  of  its  crystal  stream,  the  roar  of  its 
great  Horseshoe  Falls  still  in  my  ears,  and  the 
tremor  in  my  arms,  caused  by  the  mad  rush  of  its 
silvery  occupants,  scarcely  exhausted.  One  has 
only  to  stand  on  the  bridge  and  look  into  the 
stream  to  understand  the  illimitable  supply  of 
salmon  over  which  the  angler's  flies  can  play.  There 
they  lie  as  closely  together  as  the  fingers  of  the 
hand,  spreading  from  bank  to  bank,  whenever  the 
water  is  deep  enough  to  afl'ord  them  cover.  As  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach  their  shadow  can  be  seen 
forming  a  tesselated  groundwork  of  swaying,  throb- 
bing, finny  creatures. 

There  is  a  rapid  descent  from  the  falls  which 
gives  swiftness  to  the  river  at  this  point,  and  keeps 
its  surface  foam-flecked  and  broken.  The  practised 
eye  of  the  angler  discovers  other  contributory  causes 
to  the  general  unrest,  A  boil  here  and  a  curved 
wave  there,  the  swift  lash  of  a  broad  tail  mark  the 
spots  where  Salmo  salar  indulges  in  his  gambols. 
The  sport  is  varied  now  and  again  by  a  clean  spring 
into  the  air,  disclosing  the  dimensions  of  a  12- 
pounder.  In  the  deep  the  sunlight  strikes  the 
scales  of  a  fresh -run  fish  that  has  scraped  his  sides 
along  the  shingle,  causing  a  momentary  flash  as  of 
burnished  silver. 

Anglers  accustomed  to  deep,  sluggish  rivers, 
where  their  quarry  lies  hidden  until  he  rises  to  the 
fly,  may  be  excused  if  this  sight  off  Galway  Bridge 
develops  symptoms  of  abnormal  excitement.  Ex- 
pectation runs  high ;  hopes  of  record  days  weave 
themselves  into  dreams  which  make  sleep  fitful ; 
and  3.30  a.m.  finds  the  angler  hastily  dressing  to 
be  in  time  for  the  first  cast  off  the  "  High  Bank  '- 
Pool  at  4  a.m.,  when  the  angling  begins. 

On  June  12  I  found  myself,  with  three  other 
rods,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  waiting  for  the 
clock  to  strike.  It  was  a  Monday  morning,  the 
best  of  aU  the  days  of  .the  week.  The  netting 
which  goes  on  in  the  bay  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  had  been  off  from  6  a.m.  on  Saturday  to  the 


same  hour  on  Monday  morning.  This  device 
in  the  interests  of  commerce,  and  so  fatal  to 
the  ambitions  of  anglers  on  many  rivers,  has 
little  effect  on  the  supply  of  fish  in  Galway,  the 
run  of  grilse  being  so  great  at  this  time  of  year. 
But  the  rest  given  to  the  river  during  Sunday, 
when  angling  is  prohibited,  enhances  the  chance  of 
sport.  Shafts  of  light  are  already  brightening  the 
dulness  of  the  sky  in  the  cast,  for  the  sun  has 
not  yet  risen  above  the  horizon.  The  atmosphere 
has  a  "  nipping  and  an  eager  air,"  and  the  river, 
bursting  from  the  falls,  breaks  off  into  divergent 
streams,  dark  and  turbulent.  A  score  of  splashes 
from  salmon  can  be  seen  within  each  area  of  :as 
many  square  feet.  They  know  nothing  of  the 
sinister  plot  of  the  four  figures,  grey  in  the  half- 
light,  that  are  stealthily  watching  their  movements. 
Short,  sharp  clicks  are  emitted  from  the  reels  as  the 
lines  are  gradually  lengthened.  Then  the  swish  of 
the  supple  rods  which  carry  the  flies  across  the 
river  break  the  silence,  and  eager  eyes  follow  the 
movement  of  these  cunningly  devised  cheats, 
capable  of  deceiving  the  elect  amongst  the  wary 
salmon. 

The  method  of  angling  on  this  river  difl:ers  from 
the  custom  usually  followed  in  other  places.  When 
the  line  is  cast  there  is  no  movement  of  the  rod  in 
order  to  work  the  flies  in  the  water.  In  deep  rivers 
it  is  customary  to  lower  and  raise  the  top  so  as 
to  open  and  close  the  wings  of  the  lure,  and  in 
swift  streams  a  more  rapid  action  of  the  butt 
causes  the  fly  to  swim  in  short,  quick  jerks,  like  an 
insect  making  its  way  against  a  strong  current. 
Neither  practice  prevails  at  Galway;  the  line  is 
cast  out,  slightly  inclining  downstream,  and  the 
flies  are  carried  on  the  surface  without  any  move- 
ment from  the  rod  whatever. 

It  is  difficult  for  an  angler  accustomed  to  work 
his  flies  to  conform  to  this  method,  and  I  do  not 
say  that  he  will  fail  to  catch  fish  if  he  does  not 
adopt  it ;  but  r.rj)eri(.'ntia  clocet,  and  I  have  learned 
that  more  fish  can  be  got  by  doing  in  Galway  as 
Galway  does. 

We  were  using  small  flles^while  the  sun,  all  too 
brilliant  this  lovely  June  month,  was  on  the  river  ; 
but  this,  morning,  in  the  darker  atmosphere,  wo 
can  mount  them  two  sizes  larger.  I  can  see  mine 
so  distinctly  as  they  drift  across  stream  that  I 
begin  to  fear  they  are  too  big.  Fifteen  minutes 
have  passed  uneventfully,  quite  a  long  time  under 
the  promising  conditions,  then  a  quiet  break  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  tail  fly  marks  the  first  stage 
of  active  interest  in  the  Ephemeridae.  But  only  a 
feeble  twitch  is  given  to  the  line,  nothing  more 
comes  from  this  "  short  riser."  I  give  him 
another  chance,  but  his  curiosity  is  evidently  satis- 
fied, and  the  flies  sweep  over  his  resting-place 
unheeded,  A  little  lower  down,  just  as  the  line 
is  fully  stretched,  a  bolder  spirit  patronises  them, 
break !  and  jerk  !  are  simultaneous,  the  swirl  in  the 
water  is  the  effect  of  the  dive  he  makes  with  the 
appropriated  fly,  and  the  answering  movement  of 
the  rod  effects  an  immediate  equilibrium.  Like 
most  hooked  fish  he  takes  upstream,  first  quietly, 
then  in  short,  sharp  rushes,  but  failing  to  shake  off 
the  puzzling  incubus  which  hampers  his  movements, 
he  grows  bolder  and  dashes  forward  and  across  with 
a  rush  that  carries  him  to  the  surface,  which  is 
lashed  into  foam.  The  run  had  taken  a  good  deal 
of  the  strength  out  of  him,  and  I  turned  the  rod  so 
as  to  get  his  head  downstream.  The  strong  current 
aided  me,  and  catching  him  sideways  he  was  swept 
along  some  twenty  yards  unresistingly.  Fish  hooked 
at  the  top  of  the  pool  are  landed  one  hundred  yards 
lower  down,  generally  close  to  the  bridge.  A  gillie 
is  waiting,  net  in  hand,  at  the  spot  where  he  knows 
the  last  struggle  will  take  place.  There  have  been 
several  pauses  on  the  way  where  the  fight  was 
renewed,  but  the  end  comes  and  he  is  carried  close 
into  the  bank  and  netted. 

There  is  no  monopoly  of  pools  on  this  river,  the 
rods  are  placed  within  fifty  yards  of  each  other; 
and  as  one  moves  another  takes  his  place.  If 
a  fish  is  hooked  in  the  highest  point,  and 
is  carried  :downstream,  there  is  no  ^breach  of 
etiquette, in  another  rod  taking  the  vacated  spot. 
There  is  not  much  to  choose  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  pools.  They  are  all  good  and  well 
stocked  with  fish,  provided  the  river  is  in  order. 
Below  the  high  bank  there  is  a  swift  current  of 
troubled  and  broken  water.  What  is  known  as  the 
"drain"  runs  from  the  Horseshoe  to  the  central 
arch  of  the  bridge,  and  in  this  the  salmon  thickly 
congregate,  overflowing  into  the  shallows  on  either 
side.     One  learns  how  to  cast  across  the  drain 
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and  search  the  light  water  in  ita  vicinity,  pleasantly 
expectant  of  the  sharp  pull  in  the  ruffled  water 
where  the  movement  of  the  flies  ia  scarcely  per- 
ceptible. I  renewed  the  fishing  at  this  point  with 
as  little  slack  line  in  the  stream  as  possible.  The 
lighter  the  flies  trip  along  the  surface  the  better. 
In  a  few  casts  they  fall  on  the  shallow  and  curve 
round,  the  top  of  the  rod  rising  with  their  move- 
ment. Now  they  are  full  stretch  in  the  centre  of 
the  drain,  then  they  drift  towards  the  near  shallow, 
when  tug  !  splash  !  and  my  second  fish  is  hooked. 
Off  he  goes  upstream,  causing  the  line  to  cut  through 
the  water  with  a  hiss.  The  rods  on  the  bank  give 
way,  and  we  are  soon  at  the  top  of  the  river.  Back 
again  to  the  spot  where  he  was  hooked,  keeping 
me  on  the  trot  all  the  time.  A  good  deal  of  surface 
movement,  tail  lashing,  and  head  shaking  varies 
the  performance,  and  a  suspicion  of  being  lightly 
hooked  closed  my  hopes.  He  comes  towards  the 
net,  it  is  within  a  foot  of  his  head,  when  the  stain 
on  the  top  of  the  rod  is  released,  and  the  lure  is 
jerked  into  the  air.  Stoicism  has  its  place  in  life. 
No  angler  can  afford  to  neglect  the  study  of  that 
cold-blooded  philosophy. 

(To  be  continued.) 


AN  ADVENTURE  WITH  A  TARPON. 


At  Johns  Pass,  R.  D.  Jackson,  M.  L.  Stoner,  and 
W.  L.  Straub,  all  well  known  and  at  least  two  of 
them  reliable  citizens — for  this  is  no  "yarn" — 
were  fishing  for  tarpon  in  a  good-sized  dory  taken 
on  a  cruise  for  such  purposes.  The  tide  was  going 
out  strongly,  and  they  anchored  the  boat  to  save 
work.  Jackson  occupied  the  oar  seat,  Stoner  the 
middle,  and  Straub  the  stem  seat,  all  facing  the 
stern  and  watching  their  lines  lying  out  with  the 
tide,  iStraub  with  his  feet  sticking  out  over  the 
stern. 

Jackson  got  a  strike,  and,  with  a  whizzing  of 
the  reel  and  whistling  of  the  rushing  line,  his 
tarpon  leaped  high  in  the  air  about  fifty  feet  to  the 
stem  of  the  boat.  He  gave  a  full  view — a  good, 
fair-sized  tarpon,  probably  five  and  a  half  or  six 
feet,  and  weighing  probably  one  hundred  pounds. 
Stoner  and  Straub  started  to  reel  in  to  avoid 
tangles,  when  the  crash  came.  In  a  seemingly 
incredible  short  space  of  time  after  the  tarpon 
splashed  into  the  water  again  a  cloud  of  spray  and 
a  gleam  of  silver  flashed  up  about  three  feet  away 
and  came  over  the  boat's  stem.  So  terrific  was 
the  speed  and  lightning-like  the  apparition  that 
Straub  could  not  even  throw  up  a  defensive  arm. 
He  received  the  monster  fish  full  and  fair  and 
went  backward  down  into  the  boat  as  if  felled  by 
an  axe,  his  feet  and  legs  still  upon  the  stern  seat, 
the  tarpon  lying  pxrtially  between  them  and 
partially  upon  his  body,  thrashing  furiously. 

It  was  all  over  in  a  moment,  the  tarpon  flopping 
over  the  side  of  the  boat,  throwing  Jackson's  hook 
as  he  went,  and  disapjjearing  almost  as  he  came. 
Straub  was  decidedly  down  and  out,  and  when 
raised  up  by  Stoner  was  found  groggy,  but  not 
seriously  injured.  One  ankle  and  leg  were  battered 
and  bruised  considerably,  and  his  left  side  and 
head  so  banged  that  he  was  entirely  out  of  business 
for  the  rest  of  the  dayj 

Of  course,  as  in  all  escapes,  the  danger  lay  in 
what  might  have  been.  The  tarpon  came  up  so 
close  that  it  was  in  a  vertical  position  and  struck 
its  victim  broadside.  If  it  had  come  up  further  off 
and  struck  him  head  on — one  hundred  pounds  of 
fish  at  the  terrific  speed  behind  that  pointed  head 
would  kill  a  stronger  than  the  Times  man.  Or,  if 
it  had  come  from  one  side  Straub  would  have  gone 
out  of  the  boat  instead  of  into  it,  and  in  his  dazed 
condition  very  possibly  could  not  have  stemmed 
the  tide.  Or,  if  the  other  boat — a  light  skiff — had 
been  in  use,  it  must  certainly  have  been  capsized 
with  all  hands. 

The  adventure  is  related  at  some  length  here, 
not  to  make  conspicuous  any  names,  but  l>ccau8e 
it  was  a  very  remarkable  occurrence,  and  one  that, 
unless  fully  explained,  could  hardly  be  credited  by 
our  readers  wh  )  are  in  no  wise  acquainted  with  the 
sport  of  capturing  the  giant  tarpon  or  silver  king. 
— St.  rdernhurr/  (Fl.a.)  Tiincn. 


We  know  an  angler,  say-i  the  I'ubliahera'  Circular, 
who  went  to  great  expense  in  having  his  drains  up 
on  account  of  the  smells,  anfl  then  found  it  was  a 
hard-boiled  egg  ho  had  left  in  hiri  mackintosh 
pocket  after  his  lust  fishing  expedition. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — There  has  been 
very  Lttle  sport  on  the  river  during  the  woelc,  and 
on  the  whole  very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The 
rfver  has  scarcely  been  aBe.ted  by  the  rain.  Roach 
have  been  feeding  very  poorly,  and  there  are  many 
complaints  of  the  smalloess  of  the  fish  caught. 
Pike-fiihing  will  commence  next  week,  bat  owing  to 
the  slackness  of  the  stream  it  will  be  difficult  to 
locate  the  fi^h.  Many  anglers  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  until  we  have  had  a  heavy  push 
of  water  amounting  to  a  semi-flood,  very  little 
sport  of  quality  is  likely  to  be  had.  Mr.  J. 
Lindsey,  of  the  Clapham  Strollers,  fishing  at 
Old  Windsor  last  week  with  W.  H.  Mileham,  took 
7 1  lb.  of  barbel,  and  Mr.  A.  Hai  t  and  Mr.  Windsor, 
of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials,  secured  431b.  of  the 
same  species.  The  best  fi  h  scaled  61b.  3oz.  Mr. 
Bei-ryalso  had  a  bag  of  barbel  and  chub  at  Datchet. 
A  carp  of  4Jlb.  has  been  caught  at  Richmond,  and 
some  nice  roach  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  reported.  A 
tench  of  31b.  !)Joz.  has  been  taken  at  Moulsford 
by  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  of  the  United  Brothers  Angling 
Society. — F.  H.  Amphletj-. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  has  been  running 
very  low  and  clear  during  the  past  week,  but  the 
heavy  rains  of  the  last  two  days  put  fresh  life 
into  it,  and  sport  among  the  ioj,ch  has  improved, 
one  angler  taking  IJlb.  of  theso  fish  during  an 
afternoon's  fishing  at  Shiplalie.  Several  nice  lots 
of  perch  have  been  caught  with  small  gudgeon  on 
paternoster  tackle,  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Ratcliff  has 
taken  a  very  handsome  chub  of  31b.  lOoz.  with  a 
fly,  which  is  the  best  made  up  fish  I  have  seen  this 
season,  and  well  worthy  of  a  glass  case.  No  barbel 
have  been  caught,  bub  the  prospects  for  bettor 
sport  is  promising. — Stanley  Micad. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Out  with  Mr.  J.  Taylor, 
some  nice  roach  and  bream  and  one  barbel.  ^Water 
getting  a  nice  colour. — Herbert. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Wednesday  nig'it. — 
The  river  i  j  in  splendid  condition  with  a  good 
colour.  Fishing  has  been  a  bit  dull  during  the  past 
week  owing  to  the  nasty  easterly  and  noith-east 
winds.  John  Spong,  out  with  Mr.  Edwards  and 
son,  on  Sept.  2i),  for  half-a-day,  had  four  bream 
(largest,  2jlb.)  and  six  do/,en  g)<)d  roach  and  dace. 
On  Sept.  27,  with  two  patrons,  a  very  good  bag. 
The  following  professionals  have  been  doing  well : 
Harper,  Brown,  R.  Spong,  Moffat,  Turner,  George 
Coxen,  and  myself.  Mr.  D.  A.  Bri-ster  took  a  bream 
of  4lb.  from  the  deeps  on  Sept.  25.  Prospacts 
good. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Weyhridge). — Tiiore  has  not  been  much 
to  report  the  last  two  weeks,  the  roach  seem  to  bo 
<)uito  off.  H.  Curr  has  been  fishing  with  a  gontlo- 
man  for  about  ten  days  in  a  well-baited  swim,  and 
on  one  day  had  seven  bream,  weighing  241b.,  and 
likewise  in  one  or  two  days,  ."jOlb.  of  barbel  and 
bream.  I  cannot  get  at  all  the  fish  taken  for  they 
report  only  <mo  or  two,  of  course,  for  obvious 
reasons.  A  lad  hero  took  a  nico  perch  of  1  lb.  Coz., 
the  fish  I  have  tried  for  many  times.  T  Poultor, 
four  jacjk,  on  Sunday  last,  but  not  large.  T.  Strud- 
wick  has  had  a  few  roach,  but  not  many  in  number. 
Water  in  good  condition,  both  Thames  and  Wey. — 
Chas.  a.  Shavlor. 

Cornish  Streams. —  The  drought  of  the  past 
three  or  four  weeks  has  brought  the  rivers  down 
lower  and  clearer  than  U  usual  in  September.  Peal 


have  practically  finished  running,  although  an 
occasional  fresh  run  fish  is  taken.  The  Camel  has 
given  fair  sport,  one  rod  getting  a  salmon,  others 
getting  broken  in  big  fish,  a'ld  several  having 
baskets  of  three  and  fimr  peal  for  the  week.  Very 
little  is  done  on  the  Fowoy,  and  tlie  Lynhor  is  being 
polluted  by  a  mine.  However,  strong  steps  are 
being  taken  on  this  river  to  prevent  thd  p  ollution. 
The  trout  season  ends  to-day  (30th),  and  as  far  as 
can  be  gathered  has  been  a  fair  average  season. — 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). —The  close  of  the 
season  is  now  drawing  very  near,  the  last  day  for 
fishing  being  Sept.  30.  The  water  is  still  very  low 
and  fine.  Very  little  has  been  d(me  during  the  past 
week.  Mr.  H.  Full  has  had  one  or  two  peal,  and 
Mr.  E.  Distin  a  similar  complement.  Mr.  Rodgers, 
of  Buckfastleigh,  captured  a  fine  salmon  on  Satur- 
day last.  DEVONIAN. 

Derwent   and  Cocker   (Cumberland).  —  The 

conditions  are  about  as  bad  as  they  could  be,  east 
winds,  bright  sunshine,  and  low  water,  rendering 
prospects  of  sport  almost  hopeless.  Reports  indicate 
that  there  is  a  goodly  number  of  salmon  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  awaiting  a  "fresh." — Black 
Tom  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Several  nice  fish  have 
been  captured  in  the  Carey,  two  weighing  Goz.  apiece 
being  landed.  The  Okement,  Torridge,  and  Lew 
have  been  in  fine  condition,  and  some  g)od  baskets 
have  been  had.  Little  sport  has  been  obtained  with 
peal.  The  Exeter  Angling  Association  did  not  have 
an  ideal  day  for  their  first  annual  contest  last  week, 
inasmuch  as  a  bleak  east  wind  blew,  which  does  not, 
of  course,  tend  to  success  as  far  as  anglers  are 
concerned.  There  are  about  50  members  of  the 
Association,  and  cjuite  half  of  this  number  were 
tlirowing  the  line.  The  anglers  were  placed  twelve 
yards  apart,  and  three  equal  prizes  were  offered: 
(1)  for  the  maximum  gross  weight ;  (2)  for  the  boit 
fish  caught;  (3)  gieatest  number  caught;  and  the 
winners  were  H.  Faulkner,  P.  Stewart,  and  A. 
Faulkner  respec ti vely .  — D  a; von e an. 

Dove  and  Tribataries. — Excellent  sport  is  now 
being  got  with  grayling.  Mr.  Tutbury'a  takes 
have  been  specially  good.  Dr.  Wolfendoa  has  had 
exceptionally  good  sport,  his  bags  ranging  from 
five  to  eleven  brase,  as  a  result  of  a  few  hours' 
midday  fishing.  We  hear  of  several  decent  takes 
having  b3en  had  on  the  Dovedale  water  also. 
Grayli.ig  are  plentiful  on  all  lengths  of  the  river 
from  Dovedale  downwards.  The  tly  has  been  the 
successful  lure  in  each  case  reported. — Foster 
Bros. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Angling  conditions  throughout 
the  district  continue  unfavourable,  and  poor  sport 
is  being  sesured  by  the  anglers  wh )  ply  the  rod.  A 
good  tiood  is  much  needed,  and  the  prospects 
remain  adverse.  In  the  tideway  Mr.  Lupton  has 
becured  three  fish,  scaling  101b.,  7^1b.,  and  41b., 
whilst  Mr.  E.  W.  G.  Watson  landed  a  nice  fish 
scaling  14Jlb.  Saa  fishing  has-been  retarded  some- 
what by  the  prevalence  of  a  rather  rough  sea 
during  the  past  day  or  two  ;  but  from  the  piers  and 
quays  good  sport  continues  to  attend  the  eiorts  of 
numerous  anglers.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Perch,  roach,  and 
eels  have  been  caught  near  St.  David's  Station, 
Buller's  Bridge,  and  near  Cowley,  the  best  catches 
being  made  by  Mr.  Collins  at  the  Point  near  Exwick. 
In  the  canal  some  perch,  roach,  and  tench  have 
been  captured  at  the  usual  well-known  spots.  A 
pegged- down  match  was  fished  last  Saturdaj'  after- 
noon at  Turf,  the  pri/.e  winners  being  Messrs.  H. 
Faulkner,  P.  Stewart,  and  A.  Faulkner.  A  coarse 
fish  competition  was  al<o  held  at  Taunton  last  week 
by  the  members  of  theTauaton  and  District  Anglmg 
Club,  the  heaviest  catch  being  made  by  Mr.  Pearce. 
Some  fine  catches  have  bee.i  made  at  Exmouth  in 
the  docks.  Mr.  Whiteman  landed  a  conger  of  221b. 
O^rer  100  mullet  were  also  caught  with  rod  and  line 
in  the  docks  on  Tuesday,  weighing  nearly  Jib.  each, 
while  oif  the  pier  some  fine  bass  m  large  numbers 
have  been  caught. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — With  the  river  clear  and 
sluggish  roach  have  been  right  oS  the  feed,  but 
here  and  there  perch  and  pike  have  been  caught. 
Heavy  rains  are  badly  wanted.  Trout  fishing  ig 
now  over. — Izaak  Walton. 

JLuggr  and  Arroir  (Ibeamlnster). — ^Both  streams 
are  running  clear,  and  a  fair  level  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  cold  but  suitable  for  anglers  to 
get  out,  and  the  cold  nights  have  brought  the  gray- 
hng  more  on  the  feed.  A  fair  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  several  veryni^e  lots  of  grayling 
have  been  taken,  and  the  prospects  for  spoit  ar^ 
now  good. — GwyNNE. 

Otter  (Budieigh  Salterton). — At  time  of  report- 
ing (Sept.  27)  the  river  is  clear  and  low  a  id  a 
freshet  is  gteatly  needed.  The  weeds  are  rapidly 
dying  away,  but,  on  tho  other  haad,  the  falling 
leaves  are  increasing  every  day,  and  are  a  sjurco  of 
great  annoyance  to  the  angler.    Few  rods  seek  tha 
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open  parts  of  the  stream  now,  but  one  or  two 
entliusiasts  have  recently  caught  some  good  trout. 
There  was  a  good  rise  of  Duns — a  small  pale  fly — 
to-day,  in  the  forenoon,  and  trout  are  feeding  well. 
There  is  usually  a  rise  also  about  6  p.m.  which 
seems  to  cease  at  dusk.  Peal  are  conspicuous  by 
their  absence. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Great  Faxton). — Water  in  fine  condition. 
The  roach  are  feeding  freely.  Jack  fishers  may 
expect  a  good  time,  for  jack  are  showing  themselves 
freely,  and  some  fine  ones  amongst  them. — N. 

DUCKER. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  here  is  in 
fine  condition  now  for  angling,  the  rain  having 
improved  it  nicely.  Last  week  Messrs.  Cook  and 
West  had  some  very  good  takes  of  roach  and 
bream,  several  of  the  bream  turning  the  scale  at 
3 Jib.  each,  and  the  roach  up  to  IJlb.,  in  fine  con- 
dition, and  good  bags  will  no  doubt  be  had  now  in 
our  six  miles  of  water  between  the  two  locks. — 

A.  SCARD. 

Ouse  (Hnutiugdon). — Although  it  rained  fairly 
hard  here  for  many  hours  on  Monday,  there  is, 
I  regret  to  say,  no  perceptible  im;)rdveraent  in  the 
colour  of  the  water.  Beyond  a  few  small  chub  and 
rudd,  and  one  fairly  good  fish  of  the  former  species, 
nothing  has  been  done  during  the  week.  On 
Wednesday  the  water  was  low  and  very  clear,  and 
in  my  opinion  not  worth  a  visit. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Plymouth. — There  is  nothing  much  to  report  as 
regards  the  rivers.  A  few  peal  are  still  being  caught 
and  also  salmon.  This  month  ends  the  trout  fishing 
on  all  our  streams. — William  Hearder. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neoh). — The  trout  fishing  season  now  nearing  its 
conclusion  has  not  been  very  successful,  and  the 
few  now  taken  are  full  of  spawn  and  altogether  out 
of  condition.  Grayling  are  now  fast  getting  into 
good  condition,  and  as  plentiful  as  usual  in  the 
Vyrnwy  and  Tanat.  Coarse  fish  aho  are  affording 
good  sport,  and  the  weather  is  now  typical  of  what 
autumn  weather  really  should  be,  and,  at  present, 
appears  to  be  quite  settled. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  during  the  week  has  been  dull,  and  in  some 
districts  rain  has  fallen  heavily.  Sport,  a?  a  rule, 
has  not  been  up  to  the  average.  From  the  Adur 
Mefsrs.  C.  Markwick,  B.  Brown,  B.  Bowman,  and 
G.  Eustace  have  taken  roach  and  dace,  but  not  in 
quantity  or  size.  Angling  on  the  Cuckmere  has  hesn 
unprolific,  and  from  the  Ouse  roach,  up  to  l|lb.,  and 
perch  have  been  taken  above  Barcombe  Mills.  A 
small  pike,  4Jlb.,  was  captured  on  roach  tackle  by  a 
visitor  below  Fletching,  and  a  dozen  roach,  weighing 
together  close  upon  91b.  Chichester  Canal,  bar 
weeds,  is  in  fair  order,  but  traces  of  the  recent 
pollution  in  the  way  of  dead  fish  may  be  seen  all 
down  the  water.  The  continual  notices  in  the5e 
columns  re  tha  weed  question  and  pollution  are 
rousing  the  Council  to  action.  At  the  monthly 
meeting  on  Sept.  22,  the  Canal  Committee 
resolved  that  the  Cjuicil  be  recommended 
to  determine  the  existing  agreement  with  the  Gas 
Company  in  relation  to  a  suction  pipe  between  the 
canal  and  the  gasworks,  and  that  a  claim  of  £15, 
being  £5  a  year  for  three  years,  be  made  on  the 
company  for  the  water  taken  from  the  canal,  and 
that  the  attention  of  the  Gas  Company  be  drawn  to 
the  penalty  imposed  by  statute  in  respect  to  the 
fouling  of  ths  canal,  and  to  be  asked  what  they  in- 
tend to  do  in  the  matter.  Councillor  Aylmere  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  report,  saying  the  suction  pipe 
had  been  used  for  quite  a  different  purpose,  and 
tha  Town  Clerk  in  writing  to  the  Gas  Company 
claimed  the  res?rvation  of  the  right  to  claim  £500 
in  place  of  £15.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  now 
angleis  may  liope  for  better  times.  A  few  eels, 
perch,  and  small  pike  have  been  taken  during  the 
weo'i.  At  Littlehampton  gjod  takes  of  mullet 
with  ragworm  are  notified  ;  smelt  in  quantities, 
small  bass,  and  pout  whiting,  some  mullet  of  2|lb. 
From  Chichester  Harbour,  smelt,  small  bass  (up  to 
IJlb.),  a  few  codling,  and  flatfish. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  caj.ital  order. 
A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  the  cold, 
frosty  nights  have  brought  the  large  grayling  on  the 
feed,  and  they  have  been  lising  well  at  the  fly,  but 
pike  have  begun  to  feed  well.  On  Sept.  23  Mr. 
Avery  landed  one  61b. ;  Mr.  Hancock  took  one 
between  121b.  and  1 31b. ;  and  Mr.  Lang  one  between 
lllb.  and  12lb.  The  fish  were  taken  in  the  Castle 
Pound.  Fishing  on  Sept.  25  below  Ludford  some 
good  grayling  were  taken. — S.  Ludlow. 

Toreros*  Ley. — Tnero  has  been  a  very  strong 
breeze  here  for.severaldays,  consequently  the  fishing 
has  net  been  quite  up  to  the  mark.  Now  the  wind  has 
cea  ed  the  sport  is  again  bettor,  and  the  fish  are 
well  on  the  feed.  The  bay  is  again  full  of  mackerel, 
and  some  thousands  were  caught  on  Sept.  2(j. — 
Wm.  Vickeiiv. 

Trent  (Newark). — Barbel  fishing  is  nearing  the 
end  of  the  sjaon.    The  ugh  the  river  is  in  good 


condition,  the  weather  has  been  unfavourable.  A 
few  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Holme 
water  by  Mr.  Slater,  and  from  the  Muskham 
Fishery,  on  Thursday  (September  21),  Mr.  W. 
EUwood  secured  one  weighing  71b.  lOJoz. — a  really 
good  specimen — with  greaves.  Roach  show  signs 
of  coming  on.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Slater  baggei 
over  a  score  of  fair  fish,  though  pounders  are  rare. 
Daco  show  fairly  well.  Pike  fishermen  meet  with 
sport.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Gale  landed  four,  heaviest 
7  Jib. — Trentsider. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring; 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  is  fishing  well,  and  several 
salmon,  also  some  good  baskets  of  trout,  have  been 
killed  in  the  North  Tyne  waters  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bellingham  and  Chollerford.  The  Coquet 
is  in  good  order,  and  anglers  are  well  rewarded. 
Mr.  Berford  killed  a  nice  salmon  of  151b.  on  Sept.  20  ; 
Mr.  Heppel,  two  good  fish  ;  and  other  anghrs  were 
rewarded  in  a  similar  manner.  I  am  told  this  week's 
take  on  rods  in  the  Acklington  district  was  about 
thiity  salmon,  which  I  consider  good.  The  flies 
doing  the  execution  are  Silver  Wilkinson,  Dusty 
Miller,  Kate,  and  Black  Doctor.  The  finish- 
ing prospects  for  trout  anglers  are  good,  and 
I  trust  there  will  be  many  tight  lines  and  beaming 
faces  to-day,  the  last  of  the  trout  season.  The 
North-Eastern  Railway  Literary  Institute  Club 
held  their  annual  competition  on  Saturday  last  on 
the  Twisel  water,  the  sport  being  only  moderate. 
First  prize,  Mr.  Worsdell ;  special  prize  for  heaviest 
trout  won  by  Mr.  G.  Rigby ;  unsuccessful  com- 
petitors receiving  consolation  prizes  of  58.  each. — 
Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  retiains  low  and  clear, 
and  little  angling  is  being  done.  As  there  is  still 
another  month  to  run  for  salmon  angling,  another 
fresh  would  be  a  boon.  The  following  are  the 
successes  reported:  Tuesday,  Sept.  19,  Major 
Trevor,  one,  81b.,  in  the  Llwynch.  Saturday, 
Sept.  23,  Major  Trevor,  one,  121b.,  in  the  Bindings. 
Monday,  Sept.  25,  Mr.  Mordaunt,  one,  101b.,  in  the 
Weir  Pool;  Mr.  Piide,  one,  lllb. ,  in  Pencarreg. — 
T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Heudon). — Good  bags  of  sizeable 
bream  and  roach  are  being  made,  the  latter  being 
well  on  the  feed,  wh;L=»  a  carp  of  21b.  has  also  been 
taken.  The  water  is  low,  and  favourable  to 
angling. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derhyshire). — These  rivers 
are  low  and  in  very  good  condition  for  the  fly,  and 
a  goodly  number  of  fishermen  have  been'out,  and 
those  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  been  rewarded 
with  nice  catches,  from  three  to  five  and  six 
brace  being  about  the  average  creels.  The  Derwent, 
too,  especially  ths  Chatsworth  and  Hathersage  por- 
tions of  this  river,  has  yielded  some  nice  biskets, 
mostly  grayling,  the  best  time  is  just  oraing  on  for 
this  splendid  sporting  fish.  The  Darley  Dale  Club's 
water  has  been  fairly  well  patronised  and  a  few 
good  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  F.  C.  Balguy, 
fishing  this  water  on  Saturd  ly,  Sept.  23,  landed  one 
grayling  which  weighed  1  lb.  4oz.,  taken  with  a 
Smock  Fly ;  also  several  other  nice  fish.  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  more  fish  die,  and  trust  it  will  not 
be  so  disastrous  as  was  at  first  thought  it  would  be. 
Inquiry  is  being  mads  as  to  the  cause.  The  Mat- 
lock and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  portion  of 
the  Derwent  has  afforded  fair  sport.  Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Hassam  secured  a  few  nice  fish,  but  the 
wind  has  been  very  strong  at  times  and  made  it 
unpleasant  fi  hing.  The  prospect  for  grayling  fish- 
ing is  fairly  good.  Flies — Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Smock  Fly,  Hare's  Ear,  Needle  Fly,  Apple  Green, 
Grey  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oise, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been 
running  extromrly  low  for  the  past  week  or  so  now, 
and  sport  has  been  rather  cjuiet  amongst  the  trout 
and  grayling.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore 
very  few  anglers  liave  been  out,  those  that  have 
been  out  have  found  it  difficult  to  catch  a  few 
brace  with  the  fly.  They  have  not  risen  to  the  fly  so 
well,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  east  wind  which  has 
prevailed  during  the  last  day  or  two.  The 
trout  are  going  very  backward,  and  are  full  of  well 
developed  spawn,  and  all  poiots  to  an  early  spawning 
season.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  at  Masham, 
Tanfield,  and  Ripon  ;  sport  in  these  districts  has 
been  very  poor.  In  the  lower  reaches,  at  Borough- 
bridge  and  My  ton,  sport  amongst  the  coase  fish 
has  been  faiily  good.  During  the  last  few  weeks, 
Mr.  B.  H.  Roodhonse,  a  local  angler,  has  landed 
some  fine  roach  and  chub,  the  largest  roach  weighing 
1  lb.  IJoz.,  and  the  four  largest  chub  weighing 
respectively  4lb.,  2Jlb.,  IJlb.,  and  IJlb.  A  fewnice 
dace  have  also  been  caught  in  these  waters.  Mr. 
Roodhouse  ha;  caught  some  nice  specimens,  weigh- 
ing l5\oz.,  8joz.,  and  SJoz.,  and  also  a  chub  of  31b. 
The  Wharfe  is  running  very  low  and  tho  water  is  a 
very  nice  height  considering  we  have  had  no  rain 
in  any  great  quantity.  One  or  two  showers  have 
fallen  during  the  night,  which  have  not  affected 


the  river  at  all.  One  or  two  brace  of  grayling 
have  been  caught  in  the  upper  reaches  with 
the  fly  at  Grassington,  Bumsall,  and  Ilkley. 
The  best  flies  have  been  Dark  Needle,  Water- 
hen  Bba,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Rusty  Poult;  also 
Little  Marryat  and  Pale  Autumn  Dun.  In  the  lower 
reaches  a  few  anglers  have  baen  out  amongst  the 
coarse  fish,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  dace  have 
been  got  at  Collingham,  Boston  Spa,  and  Tadcaster, 
maggot  and  wasp-grub  being  the  best  bait.  The 
Nidd  has  been  running  in  fairly  good  condition. 
In  the  upper  reaches  very  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  those  who  have  found  the  bed  of  the 
river  in  a  very  weedy  condition.  The  recent  floods 
have  not  affected  the  .bottom,  owing  to  the  water 
being  held  up  by  the  dams  of  the  reservoirs.  In  the 
lower  reaches  some  very  nice  dace,  chub,  and  grayling 
have  been  caught  at  Knaresborough,  Ribston,  and 
Walshford  Bridge.  The  Swale  is  down  to  its  usual 
level,  and  very  nice  sport  has  bean  met  with  at 
Easby  and  Catterick  Bridge,  the  grayUng  having 
risen  to  the  fly,  and  some  very  fair  baskets  have 
been  got.  The  members  of  the  Clifton  AngUng 
Association,  York,  terminated  the  season  by  having 
a  roving  match,  which  took  place  on  Monday. 
The  members  set  out  in  different  directions,  and 
after  a  pleasant  though  windy  day's  sport  they  all 
turned  up  for  the  weigh  in,  with  the  following 
results :  1st,  W.  Henderson,  101b.  12oz.  ;  2nd,  A. 
Helstrip,  71b.  Sioz. ;  3rd,  R.  Gowthorpe,  filb.  4oz. ; 
4th,  D.  Langstaffe,  3lb.  9oz.  ;  5th,  R.  Broadley, 
31b.  2.^02.  ;  6th,  E.  W.  Jones,  31b.  2Joz.  ;  7th,  A. 
p:di35,  21b.  14ioz.  ;  8th,  F.  Styan,  21b.  14oz.  ;  9th, 
B.  Cooper,  21b.  lOoz.  ;  10th,  T.  Spence,  21b.  8oz. 
The  following  special  prizes  were  awarded  :  For  the 
best  Sample  of  fish,  W.  Henderson  ;  best  roach,  Mr. 
Gowthorpe ;  aggregate  for  the  season's  matches, 
W.  Henderson  (23lb.  4Joz.).  The  total  catch  for  the 
day  was  601b.  The  York  Cocoa  Works  Angling 
Association  fished  their  last  match  of  the  season,  at 
Elvington,  on  Saturday.  The  catch  was  excellent 
considering  that  the  river  was  very  low  and 
clear.  The  following  were  the  principal  win- 
ners: 1st,  F.  Metcalfe,  5lb.  lloz. ;  2nd,  Smith, 
41b.  6oz. ;  3rd,  Henderson  21b.  5Joz. ;  and 
4th,  B.  Daniels,  21b.  5Joz.  Twenty-three 
members  competed.  At  the  distribution  of  prizes 
after  the  match,  several  songs  were  rendered  by 
Messrs.  Smith,  Humphreyson  and  Walker.  This 
society  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  in  York- 
shire ;  it  was  started  in  January  last,  and  there 
are  now  forty  members.  The  Leeds  Newtown 
Trophy  Competition  took  place  at  Kirkstead.  Ten 
clubs  competed,  with  the  result  that  the  Prince 
Arthur  Angling  Club  took  the  premier  honour.  The 
following  members  took  the  largest  weights : 
Messrs.  J.  Fenwick,  H.  Thomas,  J.  Wright,  G. 
Brecon,  and  G.  Atkins.  The  Anchor  of  Hope  camo 
in  second. — J.  B.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — Fair  sport  was  obtained 
on  the  Beauly  during  the  past  week,  although  the 
river  was  very  low  owing  to  the  entire  absence  of 
rain.  In  the  tidal  waters  a  grilse  of  6Jlb.  as  well 
as  sixteen  sea-trout,  ranging  from  1  lb.  to  21b.  12oz., 
were  grassed  by  the  Moniack  Castle  and  Balblair 
House  rods.  On  the  Home  and  Falls  beats,  although 
there  was  no  fishing  on  three  days,  four  grilse, 
weighing  from  51b.  to  7^1b.,  as  well  as  two  salmon 
of  91b.  and  171b.  were  creeled.  The  latter  fish  was 
landed  by  Mrs.  Phipps,  Beaufort  Castle,  and  was  a 
regular  beauty.  All  the  lessees  of  the  upper  reaches 
were  successful.  Lord  Fitzhardinge  and  party, 
Bskadale  House,  Mr.  Pulley  and  party,  Brchless, 
Mr.  Henderson  and  party,  Braulen,  and  Mr.  Barry 
and  party,  Struy  Lodge,  all  having  good  sport. 
The  Struy  total  now  nearly  approaches  200  salmon 
and  grilse,  and  ea-ily  constitutes  a  lecord  for  these 
waters.  Conon. — Eight  giilse,  weighing  from  41b. 
to  Clb.  8oz.,  were  landed  on  the  Coaon  during  tho 
past  week.  Five  of  these  were  grassed  by  Captain 
Combe  and  party,  Strath  Conon,  while  Mr.  English 
and  party,  at  Scatwell,  and  Mr.  Stirling  and  party, 
at  Fairburn,  were  both  successful.  Lochs  Monab 
AND  Moillie. — Several  good  baskets  of  brown  trout 
were  had  on  Looh  Monar  during  the  week  by  Major 
Stirling  and  party,  Monar  Lodge,  and  Mr.  C.  W. 
Newbigging  and  party,  Patfc  Lodge.  The  best 
basket  weighed  101b.,  and  the  heaviest  trout  3lb.  2oz. 
A  creel  weighing  91b.  was  had  on  Loch  Moillie,  the 
best  trout  in  which  weighed  1  lb.  2oz. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Although  salmon  are 
to  be  seen  in  the  lower  i  eaches  of  the  Double  water 
they  continue  to  be  shy  of  the  lure.  An  angler 
from  Stanwix,  Carlisle,  landed  a  salmon,  weighing 
101b.,  in  the  Graham  Arms  stretch  of  water  below 
Longtown,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Graham  caught  a  small 
salmon  of  Olb.  at  Longtown  Bridge,  and  Colonel 
Collie  had  one  of  91b.,  while  Mr.  Cragg  grassed  a 
salmon  of  25lb.  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water  at 
Wilkins  Pool.  Although  horling  are  now  scarce  in 
tho  lower  waters,  Mr.  R.  H.  Monkhouse,  Longtown, 
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has  had  good  sport  with  the  game  httle  fi->h.  Mr. 
Dixon  caught  a  small  salmon  in  the  Netherby 
reserved  -water,  and  Mr.  Makant  has  had  fair  sport 
with  sea- trout  and  herling  in  his  division  of  the 
Xetherby  water.  Messrs.  D.  Mason,  J.  Robinson, 
and  other  rods  from  Metal  Bridge  have  had  odd 
sea-trout  and  a  few  herling,  Mr.  Bead,  Arthuret, 
has  had  a  small  salmon,  some  sea-trout,  and  a  few 
herling  below  Longtown  Bridge  ;  and  Messrs.  John- 
stone and  Soott  have  had  fair  sport  with  sea-trout 
in  the  lower  reaches.  Some  rods  from  Netherby 
Hall  have  had  fairly  good  sport  below  the  Thistle 
Pool,  which  is  one  of  the  best  pools  for  salmon  in 
the  month  of  October  in  the  whole  of  the  Netherby 
water.  The  Bar  stream  separates  the  Thistle  from 
the  Cauldron  Pool,  which  adjoins  the  Willow  Pool ; 
in  fact  from  Liddle  foot,  at  the  top  of  the  Willow 
Pool,  to  Carwinlay  Burn  foot  near  Netherby  Hall, 
which  includes  the  three  above-named  famous 
angling  pitches,  may  be  considered  the  fiiest 
stretch  of  angling  water  on  the  Doable  Esk. 
Fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr. 
Dickie,  Burnmouth,  had  a  fair  basket  of  sea-trout 
and  herling,  also  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Stoddart 
had  four  sea-trout  and  three  herling;  Messrs.  J. 
Nichol  and  W.  Armstrong  had  each  sea-trout  and 
herling  in  Clerkleap  Pool ;  Messrs.  R.  Ferguson  and 
J.  Taylor  had  each  fairly  good  baskets  of  sea-trout, 
herling  and  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  R.  Inglis  six  sea-trout 
and  some  herling ;  Mr.  Bell  had  some  sea-trout  and 
herling  during  the  week,  also  some  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout.  Local  anglers  and  visitors  staying  at 
Newcastleton  have  had  capital  sport  with  yellow 
trout  in  Hermitage  water  below  Hermitage  Castle, 
and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made  during  the 
week,  one  angler  creeling  over  three  dozea  at  a 
fishing  ;  Mr.  A.  Hardie  had  a  sea-trout,  some  herling 
and  some  fine  yellow  trout.  Messrs.  W.  Elliot  and 
J.  Beattie  have  had  fair  sport  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Liddle  with  sea-trout  and  herling;  salmon 
have  been  very  scarce  in  this  river  during  the  season. 
Visitors  staying  at  Penton  Bridge  Hotel  have  had 
good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  yellow  trout,  one 
angler  from  Kershopefoot  had  over  two  dozen  yellow 
trout  on  Liddle  above  Penton  Bridge ;  Mr.  Laidlow, 
staying  at  Shilling  Moss,  Canonbie,  had  good 
baskets  of  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout;  in 
a  little  over  ten  days'  fishing  he  caught  thirty-six 
sea-trout,  thirty-seven  herling,  and  thirty-six 
yellow  trout.  Fishing  in  Canonbie  water,  Mr,  R. 
Nehon,  Rowanburn,  killed  two  salmon,  161b.  and 
141b.  respectively,  and  a  giihe  41b.;  Mr.  D.  Little, 
Canonbie,  had  a  salmon  weighing  151b. ;  Mr.  A 
Keen,  Rowanbur.  ,  landed  a  salmon  lyeighing  1.5lb., 
and  three  sea-trout ;  Colonel  Bennett  had  a  small 
salmon  of  7 Jib.,  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk; 
Messrs.  T.  and  J.  Steel  had  ten  sea-trout  and  ten 
herling ;  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  Rowanbum,  one  sea- 
trout  and  fifteen  herling.  In  Langholm  water,  Mr. 
W.  A.  J ackion  caught  two  sea-trout,  the  best  one 
2|lb  ,  and  at  another  fishing  he  had  a  couple  of  sea- 
trout,  the  best  being  2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  W.  Ross  and 
A.  Thompson  have  had  sea-trout  and  herling  in 
the  upper  reaches,  and  several  baskets  of  yellow 
trout.  During  the  last  few  days  sport  has  been 
anything  but  b.isk  owing  to  both  rivers  runniag 
liw  and  clear.  Several  salmon  have  hsen  seen 
below  Canonbie  Bridge,  but  further  up  the  water 
few  have  been  sighted.  In  the  Black  and  White 
Esk  above  Langholm  odd  aea-trout  are  being 
got,  while  yellow  trout  are  still  plentiful.  G)OI 
bum  trout  fishing  is  being  had  in  Westerkirk 
water.  Several  rods  from  the  Eskdale  Temperance 
Hotel  have  had  sea  trout  and  herling,  and  good 
hauls  of  yellow  trout  from  Ewes  and  Wauchope. 
One  angler  had  over  three  dozen  in  Ewes  at  a 
fishing ;  Mr.  Hyslop  had  over  a  dozen  bum  trout 
in  Wauchope ;  Jlessrs.  Elliot,  Telford,  and  Beattie 
have  had  catohes  of  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow 
trout  during  the  week.  Mr.  G.  Thomson  had  three 
sea-trout,  l^lb.  eich,  in  Langholm  water  of  the 
Esk  at  a  night  fi.ihing.  In  Canonbie  water, 
Mr.  Nelson,  Rowanburn,  caught,  on  Monday, 
nine  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  herling ;  Mr.  Adam 
Keen  had  thirteen  sea-trout  and  seventeen  herling 
during  a  week's  fishing ;  Mr.  Reg.  Steel  creeled 
eight  eea-trout  and  eight  herhng ;  and  Mr.  W. 
Irving  had  six  sea-trout.  Messrs.  Porteoos, 
McKune,  and  Johnstone  each  had  a  like  number, 
also  some  herling. — Gilnockik. 

Island  of  Harris. — On  the  Harris  Hotel  waters 
the  total  catch  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  22  was 
One  salmon  of  71b.  (caught  by  Mr.  Mackay),  and 
111  sea-trout,  weighing  .5()^lb.  Only  three  rods  were 
out,  and  the  woatlier  was  bright  and  windless. 

Loobiuver  (Calag  Hotel). — On  Sept.  18,  Mr. 
Ritchie,  twenty-two  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  one 
salmon,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster,  nine  trout,  4^1b. 
On  Sept.  Dr.  Arehdall,  one  salmon,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
BidweU,  twenty-two  trout,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Goodall, 
eleven  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Ritchie  and  friend,  nine 
trout,  6Jlb.  On  Sept.  20,  Dr.  Archdall,  one  silmon, 
8^1b. ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  five  sea-trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Foster 


S3ven  trout,  2Jlb.  On  Sept.  21,  Mr.  Ritchie,  seven 
trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  five  trout,  l^lb.,  and  four 
sea-trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  seven  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Shaw,  one  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster,  nine 
trout,  4^1b.  On  Sept.  22,  D.-.  Archdall,  one  salmon, 
9lb. ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  nineteen  trout,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Shaw, 
two  sea-trout,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  twenty-three 
trout,  8ilb.  On  Sept.  23,  Sir  Samuel  Sadler,  six 
trout,  2ib.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  eight  trout,  31b.  ;^Mr. 
Foster,  three  sea-trout,  2Jlb. — J.  Mackenzie.  - 

North^  of  Scotland. — Deb. — The  river  is  rising 
slowly,  is  slightly  coloured,  and  the  chances  are 
that  the  autumn  floods  have  at  last  set  in,  and 
that  the  back-end  season  will  be  a  success  after  all. 
The  prospects  are  being  eagerly  watched  by  anglers 
who,  from  hope  deferred,  were  on  the  verge  of 
despair,  but  are  now  filled  with  anticipation  by  the 
abundant  rains  wh'ch  have  fallen  sinca  Monday 
night.  All  through  September  the  river  has  been 
clear,  bright,  and  below  the  normal  tem;erature, 
so  that  very  few  autumn  fish  have  as  yet  run  up. 
They  are  in  shoals  at  the  mouth  and  along  the 
coast,  and  have  been  hanging  back  for  this  freshet. 
The  King  is  at  Balmoral,  but  His  Majesty  will 
occupy  himself  with  arranging  deer  stalking  and 
grouse  shooting  parties  in  preference  to  other 
sport.  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  young 
Princes  are  occasionally  on  the  river  when  not 
otherwise  engiged.  Lord  Knollys,  Sir  Dighton 
Probyn,  and  other  Court  Officers  of  State  are  daily 
having  a  cast  on  the  Abergeldie  and  Birkhall  Pools, 
and  meeting  with  fair  success  considering  the  low 
state  of  the  water.  Their  chances  will  be  vastly 
increased  with  the  present  rise.  On  the  Mar  Lodge 
water  H.R  H.  the  Princess  Louise  is  having  excellent 
sport,  her  pools  are  teeming  with  fish,  and  her 
score  is  daily  augmenting.  All  the  spoils  of  her 
waters  are  generously  distributed  among  the  cottars 
on  her  estates  and  the  villagers  at  Braemar.  On  the 
Ballater,  Glentana,  and  Aboyne  waters,  as  also  on 
the  Kincardine  and  Banchory  reaches,  little  has 
been  done  except  an  occasional  red-fish,  but  now 
the  chances  are  that  sport  will  be  quite  rife  right 
on  to  the  end  of  the  season.  On  the  Blairs  water 
three  fish  were  creeled  for  the  week,  several  on  the 
Park  water  by  M.  Riviere,  on  the  Darris  by  Mr. 
Baird  and  party,  and  on  the  Crathes  section  by 
Mr.  Skene  and  party.  Oa  the  Murtle  water,  as  also 
on  the  Gathdee  waters,  tidal  anglers  have  had 
more  salmon  than  sea- trout  with  the  small  finnock 
flies.  Unfortunately  most  of  them  have  been  lost. 
Mr.  Sutherland,  architect,  Aberdeen,  lost  a  fine  fish 
of  about  201b.  after  an  exciting  run  of  an  hour  and 
forty  minutes,  but  Mr.  Robb,  on  the  free  Cults 
water,  was  more  successful  with  a  10-pounder, 
which  he  landed  in  fiUfty  minutes.  Oa  the  Don 
scarcely  a  single  fish  has  yet  been  got  by  the 
regular  anglers,  as  the  river  was  never  so  low.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Aberdeen,  along  with  his  two  sons,  had  an  excellent 
basket  of  trout,  the  heaviest  being  creeled  by  Mr. 
Mackay,  a  perfect  beauty  of  2ilb.,  on  the  very 
finest  of  trout  tackle.  On  the  other  reaches  a  few 
trout  are  being  got,  but  nothing  serious  will  be 
done  till  the  river  rises.  Oa  the  Ythan  the  Ellon 
Castle  party  are  having  some  sport,  and  on  the 
tidal  reaches  good  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea-trout 
are  being  made  by  the  crowd  of  visitors — mostly 
English  sportsmen  at  the  Udny  Arms  Hotel. — G.  M. 

Bcoarie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.)  — 
As  no  report  of  baskets  by  anglers  fro.m  Stafford 
Arms  during  September  has  yet  appeared  aiy  where 
an  epitome  of  the  sport  may  bo  of  interest.  At 
thg  beginning  of  the  msnth  sport  was  not  very 
good,  but  afterwards  it  greatly  improved.  During 
the  first  week  the  best  takej  were  by  Mr.  Little, 
Kenley,  Surrey.  His  best  were  ten  brown  trout, 
101b. ;  eight  sea-trout,  e^lb. ;  and  seventeen  sea- 
trout,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Maunders,  London,  and  others  had 
fair  sport.  The  best  day's  basket  for  the  second 
week  was  by  Mr.  Maunder  with  fifty  trout.  101b. 
Other  successful  anglers  were  Mr.  Little,  Messrs. 
Cowan  and  Hanna,  Edinburgh ;  Mr.  Gibbon,  Liver- 
pool. On  Sept.  14,  Mr.  Kenley  had  fourteen  trout, 
12^1b.,  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  sixteen ;  others  ranged  up 
to  nine  trout.  Oa  Sept.  15,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbon, 
Shropshire,  landed  ten  sea-trout  averaging  about 
IJlb. ;  Mr.  Little,  six  sea-trout,  4lb.;  Mr.  Hanna, 
Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout,  41b.,  besides  a  sea- 
trout  of  lib.;  and  Mr.  Jackson,  Norwich,  five 
trout,  321b.  On  Sept.  16  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbon 
had  2.J  dozen  brown  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Cowan  2J  dozen, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Hanna  one  sea-trout,  ^b. ;  and  Mr.  Jack- 
son seven  sea- trout,  G^lb.  On  Sept.  18,  Mr.  Little 
ten  brown  trout,  8lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbon  four 
sea-trout,  S^lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maunders  five,  6aib.; 
Mr.  Jackson  five,  4i/lb.  ;  Mr.  Murray  and  friend, 
lipsom,  six,  4ilb;  and  Mr.  Cowan,  Edinburgh, 
eight,  71b.  The  season  now  closing  has  been  a  good 
one  all  over. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  IT.B.). — During  the  past  fort- 
night, although  late  in  the  season,  the  following 
excellent  sport  was  obtained: — On  Sept.  11,  Mr. 


Wills,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salm m 
weighing  12lb.  On  r2th,  Mrs.  Davies,  Achany 
House,  caught  two  fine  salmon  of  121b.  and  181b. 
respectively,  and  Mr.  Will  s  a  six-pouader.  On  14th, 
Mr.  Wills  landed  three  salmon  weighing  respectively 
15lb.,  111b.,  and  161b.,  being  an  average  of  141b. 
On  15th  Mr.  Wills  grassed  a  12-DOUnder.  On  16th 
Dr.  Horne  had  one  of  131b.  On  20th  Dr.  Home 
landed  another  of  131b. ;  Mr.  Terson  one  of  12Jlb. 
Oa  21st  Dr.  Horne  had  one  weighing  141b. ;  and  on 
22nd  Mr.  Wills  a  15  pounder.  The  season  has  been 
an  excellent  one. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Sport  ha?  not  been  so 
good  this  week,  the  rivers  being  quite  as  low  as 
they  were  during  the  height  of  summer.  Most  of 
the  rivers  in  the  district  have  only  a  month  for 
salmon  fishing  with  rod  and  line,  so  that  a  flood  is 
much  wanted.  The  following  are  the  reports  from 
the  rivers  : — The  AtsTNAN. — This  river  is  very  low 
and  clear.  A  moderate  amount  of  sport  is  being 
had  with  fly.  Sea-trout  have  gone  rapidly  off  in 
condition  during  the  past  month,  and  their  place 
have  been  taken  with  fine  herling,  which  are  now 
running  from  the  sea  in  fair  numbers.  Fishing  in  the 
Brewery  Pool  Captain  E  wart  had  fiveherling  and  one 
soa-trout  with  fly,  and  on  another  day  two  herling. 
Mr.  James  Dixon  caught  a  brace  on  Sept.  25  in  the 
lower  end  of  the  Battery  pool.  On  Sept.  22  he  took 
eight  herling;  Mr.  Laurie  caught  eight  on  Sept.  23 
in  the  Brewery  cast,  and  a  similar  basket  on  the 
previous  night.  Mr.  James  Loudon  also  had 
several  good  fish.  Mr.  E.  Nicholson  had  several 
herling.  and  Mr.  McDjnald  one  and  a  couple  of  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  W.  Thomson  had  a  brace  of  herling  and 
a  fine  sea-trout;  Capfc  Ewart  had  one  sea-trout  and 
one  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Laurie  had  one  sea-trout  and 
one  herling;  Mr.  Jas.  Dixon  landed  a  brace  of 
herling,  and  Mr.  Soott  a  brace.  In  Hoddom  Castle 
water  the  sportis  somewhat  disappointing  at  present. 
Reports  from  the  Halleaths,  Jardine  Hall,  show 
that  little  has  been  done  in  these  waters  during  the 
past  week.  The  Dctmfries  Neth. — Little  has  beea 
done  on  this  river  during  the  week.  The  pools  are 
too  low  and  clear  for  the  fly,  but  towards  dusk  a 
few  herling  and  sea-trout  have  fallen  to  the  fly. 
The  Galloway  Revers  and  Lochs. — Unless  there 
is  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  within  the  next  ten  days  the 
backend  salmon  fishing  is  expected  to  be  a  great 
failure.  At  the  end  of  the  month  the  rod  fishing 
closes  on  all  the  streams  in  the  Stewartry  except 
on  the  Urr  of  Galloway.  The  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee  and  the  Gatehouse  Fleet  are  as  low  as  they 
were  during  the  summer.  The  Aybshcbe  Lochs. 
— To-night  (Sept.  30)  wi'l  see  the  close  of  yellow 
trout  fishing  in  the  Ayrshire  lochs. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  river  is  now  running 
extremely  low,  and  sport  is  on  the  whole  very  poor. 
No  fish  are  seen  coming  up,  and  those  in  the  river 
are  becoming  very  red.  Unless  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  rain  falls  to  cause  the  river  to  rise  considerably 
the  close  of  the  season  will  be  uneventful.  On  the 
Aberlour  House  water  a  salmon  of  61b.  was  killed 
on  Sept.  19,  and  another  of  22|lb.  on  Sept.  21,  both 
by  Mr.  Riddell,  keeper,  Buchromb,  fishing  for 
General  Sir  Peter  S.  Lumsden ;  a  grilse  of  4lb.,  on 
Sept.  20,  by  Mr.  J.  Leslie  Findlay  ;  and  a  couple  of 
sea-trout,  on  Sept.  22,  byJamesReid,  keeper. — N.  L. 

Tay  and  liarn. — Very  good  sport  has  been  got  on 
the  Tay  during  the  past  week,  but  the  river  has 
again  fallen  to  about  summer  level,  making  most 
of  the  beats  quite  unfishable.  The  following  is  a 
note  of  the  sport  reported  on  the  principal 
beats  for  week  ending  Sept.  25: — Dctnkeld. 
— Mr.  J.  A.  Park  killed  one  fish  of  141b  on 
Sept.  18,  and  another  of  211b.  on  Sept.  25,  while 
his  boatman  killed  one  grilse  of  7lb.  and  a  fish  of 
18lb.  on  the  Dilguise  section.  Islamouth. — Mr. 
E.  Villiers  caught  one  fish,  241b.,  on  Sept.  21,  and 
Lord  Blythswood  a  grilse  of  81b.,  on  Sept.  25. 
Upper  C.uboill. — Mr.  B.  M)on  got  one  grilse,  71b., 
on  Sept.  23,  and  Mr.  Ernest  Moon,  K.C.,  a 
fish  of  221b.,  oa  Sept.  25.  Lower  Cab'sill. — 
Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  killed  one  grilse,  61b.,  on 
Sept.  20,  and  a  fish  of  2)lb.,on  Sept.  25,  while 
Mrs.  Bliss  had  a  fish  of  22lb.,  on  Sept.  22,  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Lyndon  two  grilse,  of  91b.  and  6ilb.,  on 
Sept.  25.  Upper  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archd.  Coats 
killed  two  fish,  231b.  and  171b.,  on  Sept.  21,  and 
one  of  121b.,  on  Sept.  23,  while  Messrs.  Illingworth 
and  Barclay  got  three  fish,  of  231b.,  201b  ,  and 
14lb.,  and  a  grilse  of  8lb.,  on  Sept.  26.  Lower 
SroBHALL. — Mr.  A.  Coits  had  five  fish,  191b.,  19lb., 
lylb.,  191b.,  and  181b.,  on  Sept.  2  ),  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats 
one  fish  of  191b.  and  a  grilse  of  6lb.  on  Sept.  22, 
and  Messrs.  Illingworth  and  Barclay,  one  fish  of 
15lb.  and  two  grilse  of  11  Jib.  and  71b.  on  Sept  25. 
Bctbnmouth. — Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  killed  one  fish  of 
ITlb.  on  Sept.  21,  one  of  15 Jib.  on  Sept.  23,  and  a 
grilse  of  81b.  on  Sept.  26,  while  Mr.  Rupert  Oswald 
Smith  had  two  grilse  of  101b.  and  61b.  on  2'jth.  Burn- 
mouth  SroBHALL. — Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  caught 
one  fish,  251b.,  on  Sept.  20,  and  another  of  2^1b.,  oa 
Sept.  !?5,  the  latter  a  new  run  fish.    Mr.  Richardson 
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got  one  fish  of  231b.  on  Sept.  SfT,  wliile  the  boatmen 
had  one  fish,  2.'ilb.,  on  Sept.  22,  and  another  of  l.'')lb. 
on  Sept.  25.  Uj-imou  and  Lowi-r  Stanley. — Mr. 
M.  T.  Martin  l<illed  one  fish  of  IFlb.  on  Sent.  21  ; 
Miss  Lyto,  II  gtilso  of  Olb.  on  Sept.  22  ;  Mrs.  Martin, 
one  fisli,  271b.,  on  Sept.  2%  and  another  of  y.MI).  on 
Sept.  2(),  while  Mr.  La  Tour  Mason  had  a  fish  of 
221b.,  and  a  grilse  of  *)l]h.  on  Sept.  2i. 
Catholk.s. — C(  1.  R.  Kinoaid  Smith  had  two  giil-e 
of  81b.  and  8Jlb.  on  21st,  and  two  of  71b.  each  on 
26th,  while  Col.  De  Molynes  c;i>t  one  of  lillb.  on 
23rd.  BT5NCHILL. — Col.  De  Molynes  landed  one 
fish  of  IGlb.  on  22nd,  and  Col.  Iloare  a  fish  of  Mlb. 
on  2.5th.  Uppeii  TIrdgorton. — Mr.  Dunn  had  two 
grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.  on  21st  and  one  of  (ilb.  on 
26th.  Lower  Rudgorton. — Mr.  Dunn  killod  one 
fish,  Kilb.,  and  three  grilse,  81b.,  81b.,  and  71b.  on 
Sept.  20,  and  one  of  !)lb.  on  Sept.  22;  while  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Coats  landed  a  griko  of  71b.,  on  Sept.  20, 
and  Mr.  Archd.  Coats,  two  grilse,  of  6^1b.  and  :!^lb. 
on  Sept.  22.  River  Earn  (Dupplin  Reserved 
Water). — Lord  Herbert  Vane  Tempest  had  one  fish, 
241b.,  on  Sept.  21,  Mr.  W.  Simpson  a  grilse  of  81b., 
on  Sept.  22,  and  the  Hon.  Robert  Ward,  three  fish 
of  201b.,  181b.,  and  Lilb.,  on  Sept.  2r>.—A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS, 

Belfast  and  District  — Angling  is  at  a  stand- 
still on  the  local  rivers  owing  to  the  want  of  rain. 
Very  little  was  done  in  the  yast  ten  days  on  the 
various  dams  at  Woodburn,  Stoneyford,  Marshalls- 
town,  etc.  To-day  (Saturday)  the  following  rivers 
close:  Sixmilewater,  Clady,  Glenavy,  Cruinlin, 
Upper  Barn,  the  Stoneyford  reservoir.*,  and  the 
Dunore.  The  otlier  livers  abo;it  here  remnin  open 
till  the  end  of  Ihe  coming  month. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Owing 
to  the  very  dry  weather  of  the  past  week  the  Erne 
has  become  low  again,  j'et  Mr.  Church  landed  three 
salmon  during  the  past  week  of  I2\h.,  lOlb.,  and 
81b.  ;  Col.  Carpendale  landed  two  salmon  of  1.51b. 
and  Itlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Maxwell  Scott  Moo  e  landed 
several  salmon,  large.^t  weighing  181b.  For  many 
yea-^s  'past  the  Erne  did  not  contain  such  a  fine 
stock  of  salmon  at  this  season  of  the  year  as  it  does 
at  present ;  every  pool  on  the  river  abounds  with 
salmon.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Jjovigh  Cnrraue,  eto<  (Waterv^Ue.  co.  Eerrv>. — 
The  weather  has  been  favourable,  but  sometimes 
too  calm  for  fly  fishing.  Sea  troutare  again  afford- 
ing fair  sport,  but  on  the  wh'>le  sport  has  nob  been 
up  to  the  average  for  this  time  of  the  year. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  iCloubur). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  Mes.=rs.  J.  E.  Cockburn,  M.  Morgan,  E. 
Lawrence,  and  M.  Holland.  The  trout  did  not  rise 
well  to  the  fly  during  the  j  ast  few  days.  Mr. 
Lawrence,  pike  fishing  on  Lough  Nafoohee,  on 
Sept.  21,  hooked  and  landed  a  pike  weighing 
25;Jlb.,  which  he  is  having  set  up.  The  01b.  trout 
which  was  reported  in  your  last  is.9ue,  caught  by 
Mr.  Crisp  on  Sept.  14,  was  a  mistake,  as  it  was 
only  l|lb.,  on  artificial  fly. — P.  Sdmmerville. 

Iiov^hs  Mask  and  Corrib  fClonbnr)  — The 
artificial  fly  is  now  the  best  bait  for  these  water..^, 
to  which  trout  are  rising  freely.  Pike-fishing  is 
coming  on  well,  and  promises  good  sport  for  the 
next  two  months  or  more.  Fi-hing  Irom  Mount 
Gable  Hntel,  Mr.  Duncan  again  had  the  be:st  basket 
of  the  week,  also  the  record  day,  five  trout,  10|lb., 
best  fish  .51b.  lOoz.,  all  to  the  fly.  He  got  a  trout  of 
exactly  the  same  weight  a  few  days  ago.  Other 
anglers  are  pleased  with  their  lutk  and  pros- 
pects. Capt.  Price  and  Mr.  Bouoher,  fishing 
from  a  private  lodge,  inform  me  that  they 
are  getting  nice  fun  amongst  the  pike  on  Corrib, 
last  Saturday  getting  17J  and  ICf  pounders.  Some 
excellent  grouse,  woodcock,  snipe,  and  various 
shooting  can  now  be  arranged  from  tliis  hotel. — 
G.  A. 

Longh  Melvin. — Trouting  poor  during  the  past 
■week,  owing  to  light  frosts  at  night.  The  following 
anglers,  liowever,  took  some  nice  dishes  of  brown 
trout  fishing  the  deep  drifts:  Mr.  P.  Melly,  Mr.  T. 
Kane,  Mr.  G.  Morrous,  Mr.  A.  Hinds,  etc.  Mr.  N. 
Gillespie  caught  two  trout  (salmo  jerox)  of  31b  and 
4{,lb.,  trolling,  on  Sept.  24. — M.  Rogan  and  Son.s. 

Jtfoy,  Zionghs  Conn  and  Cnllfu  fBallina,  co. 
Mayo). — Mr.  Fred  Sc-oope  on  the  loughs  had  peven 
trout,  largest  .5lb. ;  Mr.  Taylor  had  eleven  trout, 
largest  31b.;  Mr.  Taylor  had  fifteen  trout,  largest 
4^1b.  On  the  Palmerstown,  Mr.  and  Mis.  Dale  had 
twenty-five  sea-tiout,  largest  ?Jlb.,also  thieegril  e, 
largest  4  Jib.,  61b.,  81b.  WildfowHng  in  the  e.stuary 
very  good.  A  good  number  of  jack  has  been  got 
on  the  lou^'hs.  Anglers  intending  visiting  Ballina 
district  should  bring  their  guns.  Mr.  Barton,  also 
on  tliePaln  «rst<jwn  rivor,  had  four  grilse,  Gib.,  51b., 

71b.,  81b.— P.VT  HliAHN'KH. 

Pontoon  (Anglers'  Hotel). — Pike  fishing  is  in 
full  swing,  and  is  very  go:)d  so  far.  Water  in  good 
order.  Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop  during  week  killed  forty-six 
fish  (largest,  101b.)  ;  Mr.  Holt  and  Miss  Holt  killed 
fourteen  ash  during  wook  (largest,  151b.),  also  some 


nice  trout  up  to  21b.  ;  Mr.  Goodendill  during  week 
killed  seven  fish  (largest,  14Jlb.);  Mr.  and  Mrs." 
Hayes  got  nice  trout  fishing  ;  Messrs.  Margot?on, 
Nowson,  Burn)ingham,  Decon,  just  starting,  had 
some  nice  fish  on  Sept.  20  (largest,    lOJlb.).  — 

P.  HlCALY. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  oon- 
timio-i  very  (ino,  and  though  'the  water  is  ia  good 
order  anglers  would  prefer  having  some  rain. 
Sovoial  peal  and  salmon  have  boon  g  )t  during  the 
week,  and  some  trout  fishers  have  got  nice  baskets 
of  trout. — John  ENRiOH'r  and  Son. 

Upper  l>ake8  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Thougli 
the  weather  has  been  favourable  enough  sport  has 
not  shown  any  improvement  on  the  above  waters, 
either  at  sea  or  brown  trout.— T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (Sept.  2.)). — The  closing  dayi  of  the 
fishing  season  of  1!)05  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Upper 
Rhone  Valley  threaten  at  present  to  pass  in  un- 
wonted humidity.  After  a  broken  summer,  varying 
from  storms  to  great  heat  and  extreme  wet,  some 
odd  fine  days  succeeded,  while  every  stream  in  the 
country,  including  the  Rhone,  has  been  abnormally 
full.  Yesterday  was  one  of  these  pet  days,  and 
although  tho  Rhone  resembled  white  soup,  the 
Vaudoi-i  and  Stockalper  wore  fishably  dear — the 
snow  having  disappeared  fioni  their  s  )ur.'es — but 
full  and  rapid,  with  a  good  deal  of  the  hay,  now 
being  cut,  floating  down  the  former.  It  was  one  of 
those  days  without  much  wind,  with  subsiding  water 
and  some  flies  when  everything  looked  favourable, 
and  yet  hardly  a  trout  was  to  be  seen,  no  matter 
what  artificial  flies  were  offered  them,  even  those 
that  had  previously  been  accented,  and  whether 
fislipd  for  wet  or  dry  it  was  all  the  same,  so  the 
results  wore  too  small  to  1  e  worth  ret  ording.  Such 
days  sometimes  occur,  8ugg3sting  nothing  in  the 
way  of  valid  reason  for  the  inscrutable  absence  or 
invi.-iibility  of  tho  fish,  and  yet  on  other  days,  less 
promising,  plenty  of  them  have  been  seen  rising  and 
several  have  b?en  caught.  Le-s  than  a  week  of  the 
trout  fishing  season  remains,  after  which  not  much 
sport  can  be  expected  bef  ire  next  April,  or  tho  latter 
part  of  March. — Benwvan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good.  On  one 
day  four  anglers  got  137  gurnards,  twenty-five 
broan,  thirty-two  .scad,  and  filty-five  whiting. 
Other  good  takes  were  alsj  had  with  pollack. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Bamham-on-Cronch.  — Codling,  pouting,  and 
flat  fish  are  now  in  the  rivor,  and  some  g  )od  cat  hes 
have  been  had  by  the  local  fishermen  pate- no.stering 
and  sprooling.  On  Sept.  £2  C  >oper  caught  12  Jlb. 
of  good  pouting  and  one  eel.  On  Sept.  2  i,  G.  Steb- 
bings,  sixty  fish.  On  Sept.  24  same  fisherman  had 
four  codling  and  some  pouting.  On  Sept.  25,  Cooper, 
eighty-eight  fish  ;  same  day  Goldsmith  Ind  colling 
and  pouting.  The  next  neap  tide -i  are  expected  to 
fish  better,  and  indications  are  that  the  coming 
season  will  be  a  very  good  one. — J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerr;). — The  weather  having 
been  favourable  sport  has  been  good  in  most 
departments.    A  few  bass  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  very  rough  weather  last 
week-end  nothing  particular  was  done  in  the  way  of 
fi-ihing  from  boats  but  since  then  the  weather  has 
(juieted  down  and  very  fair  sport  has  been  obtained. 
Should  the  weather  keep  m'  derate  for  the  next  few 
days,  in  all  probability  we  shall  see  better  sport. — 
Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  anglers  have  experienced 
some  grand  sport  recently,  though  it  has  been 
somewhat  ".spotty."  The  water  has  been  of  good 
colour,  and  baits  of  all  kinds  have  been  abundant, 
general  results  proving  satisfactory.  On  Friday, 
Sept.  22,  Mr.  Webster  secured  five  pollack  from 
very  thick  water,  and  on  the  following  day  he  took 
four  under  similar  circumstances.  Mr.  Wall  was 
rewarded  by  a  nice  bag  in  th9  morning,  aid 
Mr.  Titmus  did  equally  well,  Mr.  Gruhb  also 
getting  a  few  nice  fish,  including  a  pollack  of 
2|lb.  taken  upon  a  paternoster.  The  wind  blew 
S)  strongly  from  the  eist  that  boat  fishing 
was  impossible.  Although  he  fidied  pat.ently 
through  the  night  Mr.  Waddcll  did  but  poorly.  O.i 
Sept.  24  the  east  wind  augmented  in  force,  but  Mr. 
Cameron  hid  good  sport,  his  basket  fonsisting  of 
twelve  codling,  one  conger,  and  one  whiting,  while 
a  fair  number  of  codling,  dogs,  and  whi'ing  we  e 
taken  by  Messrs.  Glen,  Tress.  Scholfield,  Jno.  New- 
man, George  Jenkins  Waddington  and  Son,  Tarling, 
AUehursb,  and  others.  Thd  weather  was  very  wet 
all  day,  and  about  as  disagreeable  as  could  ba. 
On  Sept.  25,  fishing  early,  Mr.  Cameron  took  11  lb. 
of  codhng,  and  Messrs.  Waddell,  Smith,  Morgan, 
P.  C.  Edgar,  Harvey,  Grubb,  Carly,  Turner,  Fry, 
Pankhurst,  Theaker,  had  some  sport  which  was 
copfliderflbly  iaterf^red    with   by   the  numbers 


of  small  dogs.  Mr.  Morgan  had  a  codling 
oi  71b.  On  the  top  deck,  used  for  the  first 
time,  quite  a  crowd  assembled,  Messrs.  Treacher, 
Charles,  Gentry,  Titmus,  Adams.  Purkiss, 
Kirbv,  Hat  wood,  .T.  Frost,  and  Miss  Morgan. 
Mr.  Band  t  )ok  two  large  solo.s.  and  Mr.  M<^Cann  a 
211).  pi  Hack.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp  did  fairly  well, 
while  Mr.  Thoakor  was  rewarderl  by  a  pouting  of 
l:flb.,'find  a  whiting  of  close  on  1  lb. ;  a  large  conger 
was  captured  but  lost  in  the  not.  Mr.  Carly  had  a 
ni::o  conger  and  some  good  codling.  Evening 
sport  was  good,  tho  best  fish,  a  codling  of 
451b.,  wa?  taken  by  Mr.  Adams.  On  Tues- 
day, Sept.  2(i,  amona.st  the  anglers  present 
weie  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Railton  and  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and 
Mi-is  Riley,  who  did  fairly  well.  Mr.  Piper,  too, 
had  a  good  bag,"  totalling  I7lb.,  in  whioh  was  a 
lobster  of  3i'lb.  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar,  Miss  Turner, 
Messrs.  Payne  and  Sidney  Coke,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  ;  good  codling  up  to  51b.  were  taken  in  the 
evening.  To-day,  Wednesday,  Sept.  27,  a  la-ge 
crowd  of  anglers  are  on  the  pier  and  sport  is  good. 
Piospects  most  favourable.  —  Charlks  Hussey 
(B  S.A.S.). 

Gorleston.— Both  whitin'];  and  codling  are  un- 
usu  illy  early,  and  good  catches  of  both  are  recorded 
from  the  {)ieri,  the  harbour,  and  the  breakwater. 
Recently  a  Cambridge  angler,  arriving  on  a  Friday, 
caught  in  tho  afternoon  fourteen  whiting  on  the  N. 
pier,  and  in  the  evening  in  three  hours  forty-two 
fish.  On  the  Saturday,  fishing  only  in  the  evening 
for  some  four  hours,  he  succeeded  in  landing  from 
the  breakwater  fifty-two  fish,  a  total  of  108  fish,  all 
whiting  save  two  codling  and  two  fair  dabs.  There 
is  at  t)re3ent  a  tendency  to  run  small,  it  is  early  yet. 
Mr.  Johnson  in  the  harbour  one  day  recently  in- 
cluded a  codling  of  31b.  in  a  catch  of  sixteen  fish, 
and  on  Sunday  morning  I  secured  sixteen  whiting 
and  a  plaice  for  my  breakfast. — B.  M.  Oakeshott. 

Penianoe. — Railing  for  mackerel  has  given  some 
good  sport  t  >  a  large  number  of  craft ;  cat  ^hes, 
seven  8;ore  down.  Hand-lining  for  mackerel,  on 
Sept.  26,  in  perfect  weather,  Mr.  Pe/zach  and  two 
friends  in  about  two  hours  caught  140.  Whiffing 
for  pollack,  Mr.  William  Knight,  on  Sept.  20,  caught 
104  fair-3ized  fish,  and  played  a  big  one  up  to  the 
boat  three  times,  but  having  no  gaff  could  not  land 
it;  pstimiite  I  itabout  141b.  Ground  fishing  :  Sport 
light  genoi  ally.  On  Sept  20,  there  being  a  favour- 
able b.oe/.e,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bray  and  Boatman  Taylor 
wont  to  Mullion  to  fish  outside  the  seine,  and  haJ  a 
ni'^e  cat-,;h  of  thirty-one  pollack,  forty-one  mackerel, 
and  twelve  scjd.  On  Sspt.  25,  Mr.  Tremewan 
(B.S.A.S.)  and  party  had  seventeen  pollack  (some 
fair  i-ize),  seven  mackerel,  and  twelve  chad.  Capt. 
Rolleston  (B.S.A.S.)  caught  nine  mackerel,  nine 
whiting,  eight  gurnard,  and  one  conger.  Rod  fishi'ig 
fiom  the  piers  c  mtinues  to  give  fair  sport. — J.  H. 
RowE  (B  S.A.S.) 

Plymoath. — Fishermen  of  all  kinds 'have  besn 
having  very  g  >od  sport  during  the  week.  The 
weather  has  been  good  and  plenty  of  fish  of  all 
sorts,  Sofne  very  fine  mullet  have  beei  'aken  in 
the  sound  averaging  fr.  ra  31b.  to  41b.  These  were 
caught  with  No.  8  Limerick  hooks  and  fine  gut, 
u.sing  a  bit  of  dough  and  cotton-wool  for  bait. 
Several  nice  ones  broke  away  on  account  of  the  fine- 
nesi  of  the  gear.  I  have  also  heard  of  some  fine 
takes  of  large  conger,  one  boat  fiihing  one  evening 
last  week  had  fifteen  in  a  very  short  time.  Maokerel 
are  still  being  caught  in  Jennyclifle  bay.  Ashing  at 
the  bottom,  but  they  are  not  so  plentiful  as  they 
were.  Pollack  are  feeding  well  and  are  running 
larger.  I  kn^w  of  one  which  turned  the  scale  at 
131b.  I  have  received  the  following  information 
from  Mrs.  Henn,  of  the  yacht  Galatea,  where  she 
reports  the  capture  of  a  fine  bass  weighing  101b., 
which  was  caught  in  a  lobster  pot.  This  is  a  most 
unusual  occurrence. — Wili,iam  Hea.rder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Sonthwold. — The  whiting  season  may  now  ba 
considered  to  have  fairly  commenced,  and  several 
fair  sized  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  New  Pier, 
though,  at  present,  mt  of  course  taken  in  such 
quantities  as  later  on  when  the  season  is  usually  at 
its  best.  Codling  also  have  been  taken — the  recent 
rough  weather,  no  doubt,  contributing  to  this  end. 
A  few  conger  have  been  also  weighed  in,  and  the 
opinion  of  residents  and  habiiui'ti  of  the  pier  ia 
that  a  good  season  is  in  store  for  soa  anglers. 
Herring  are  being  taken  from  boats — a  sure  sign 
that  our  harvest  is  about  to  commence.  Fresh  bait 
(lug)  daily  to  be  had  at  pier  office  at  reasonable 
pri  :es.  To  prevent  disappointment  to  intending 
visitors,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  answer  any  inquiry 
they  may  make  by  letter,  as  to  the  present  and 
probable  future  sport  to  be  obtiined  ;  this  is,  of 
course,  variable  owing  to  winds,  weather,  and  tides. 
Letters  should  be  sent  to  the  under8ij."ned,  "  Sea- 
c  oft,"  Southwold. — Leonard  Butler  Wrightson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Walton  -  on  -  Nase. — Blowing  hard  here  on 
Sept.  22,  23  and  24,  but  on  Sept.  24,  blowing  as  it 
was,  an4  water  thick,  good  bags  were  recorded. 
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Messrs.  Lichenfeld  had  twenty  nice  codling.  On 
Sept.  19  H.  Britton  and  J.  Terriss  had  381b.,  and  on 
Sept.  20  301b.  (boat)  mixed,  codling,  dabs,  etc.  On 
Sept.  24  Mr.  H.  A.  Wightman  four  good  codling. 
On  Sept.  20  Mr.  Houghton  had  nine  codling,  C. 
Wood  seven  codling,  and  a  nice  pair  of 
s  les,  largest  lilb.  Dr.  A.  E.  Harris,  Mrs.  Harris, 
Miss  Mabel  Harris,  Messrs.  Finn,  Barre,  and 
Will  Han  is  have  had  good  bags  of  codling, 
plaice,  pollack — in  point  of  fact  they  have  had  big 
hauls  ;  Col.  Alfred  Hopkins  (London)  also  had  a 
score  good  codling  on  Sunday.  Monday,  fish  dead 
off.  Tuesday,  some  good  codling  and  pollack. 
Lateb. — Boat  competition  to-day,  Sept.  27th.  Sea 
calm,  water  thick.  Winner,  J.  R.  Robinson ;  J. 
Brown,  second. — J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — There  are  still  plenty  of  fish  about, 
and  some  very  good  catches  have  been  made.  In 
the  bay,  mackerel  are  still  to  be  caught  in  large 
numbers,  the  takes  averaging  from  six  to  twelve 
do,  en  per  boat.  Silver  whiting  are  also  plentiful 
under  the  north  shore,  pollack  and  pouting 
are  up  to  the  average,  while  out  by  the 
Breakwater  Fort,  some  excellent  grey  mullet  a'.e 
being  caught,  one  angler  having  as  many  as  nineteen 
in  oue  afternoon,  average  weight  from  31b.  to  41b. 
Ba  3  are  on  the  feed,  both  out  by  the  Ferry  Bridge 
and  in  the  harbour,  and  fish  up  to  71b.  have  been 
taken.  Plaice  and  dabs  have  been  taken  from  the 
pier  end,  and  further  up  the  harbour  large  numbers 
of  small  pollack  are  being  caught.  Altogether  good 
sport  may  be  had  from  almost  any  part,  and  that  it 
may  continue  is  the  wish  of  every  angler. — Chas 
J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  general  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  October  2,  at  8.30  p.m  ,  at  Cripplegate 
Institute,  Golden  Lane,  E.G. — R.  G.  Woodeuff. 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
Amberley  Competition. 
The  prizes  won  on  Aug.  27  will  be  distributed  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  19,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  St. 
Albans  A.S.,  the  Rising  Sun,  Princes-road,  Ken- 
nington,  at  9.30  p.m.  prompt. — W.  H.  Barber,  9, 
Hetley-ioad,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  over  the  usual  meeting 
at  our  London  headquarters  on  Sept.  20,  when 
there  was  a  very  fair  attendance.  Sundry  routine 
matters  of  busiaess  were  disposed  of,  Mr.  T.  Adams 
acting  as  secretary  iu  the  absence  of  Mr.  A.  Derry. 
The  chairman,  who  had  attended  the  meeting  of 
delegates  to  the  Anglers'  Association  at  the  Cripple- 
gate  Institute,  on  Sept.  17,  was  accorded  a  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  full  report  he  gave  of  the  proceedings 
at  that  meeting.  A  special  n.eeting  of  the  com- 
mittee was  he  Id  on  Sept.  21  to  consider  an  important 
communication  re:eived  from  one  of  the  society's 
bailiffs,  the  matter  requiring  prompt  investigation. 
Very  few  members  appear  to  have  been  fishing 
recently  ;  however,  Mr.  Rodbur  reports  hav  ing  had 
fair  sport  amongst  the  barbel  at  Marlow,  getting 
fLh  up  to  4lb.  4Joz.,  and  Mr.  Swain  has  had  eleven 
roach  (81b.)  at  Harefield.  This  last  week  end  the 
rough  no'th  wind  was  most  unfavourable,  conse- 
quently results  are  somewhat  meagre.  Two  or  three 
ties  in  the  second  round  for  the  club  cup  were  fished 
oft,  Messrs.  Gobel  and  Loudensach  qualifying  for 
the  next  round.  Messrs.  Blagrave,  Wood-Barrett, 
Cracknell,  and  Rodbur  had  a  few  roach  ;  Mr.  Gobel, 
perch  ;  ar,d  Mr.  Yarham  several  small  jack. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Although  Mr.  E  H.  Higgs  was  by  a  sad  event  un- 
fc  rtunately  precluded  from  giving  a  proposed  phon<;- 
graphic  entcrtfiinment,  a  capital  meeting  was  held 
at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  'Tuesday  last,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Clark  presiding.  There  were  accounts  of  some 
splendid  fishing  at  EUesmere  by  Messrs.  G.  W. 
Thompson  and  Ernest  Orpin,  who  also  handed  in 
phot<  graphs  of  a  po.tion  of  their  catches,  which 
included  many  roa-h  of  over  1  lb. — none  under  Jib. 
—  bream  of  .01b.,  hybrid  breara-rcach,  perch, 
8r;d  pike,  one  ol  the  latter  fi.sh  of  over  41b. 
being  caught  through  attempting  to  take  a  r.  ach 
which  was  on  the  point  of  going  into  the  landing- 
net ;  the  fish  taken  were  tco  nunaerouj  to  par- 
icul'irise — one  day  alone  giving  about  b(Jlb. 
Mr.  Oi  pin  also  reported  a  roach  of  1  lb.  12oz.  from 
Grove  Ferry.  Mr.  John  Warne — at  Cherfsey — 
several  barbel,  besides  loach  and  dace;  Mr.  Harold 
Warne,  from  stme  locality,  showing  a  handsome 
tench  of  31b.  ;  Mr.  Mcintosh  had  had  many  fish 
(Thames),  however,  not  very  large.  The  chairman 
gave  a  very  humorous  account  of  fishing  off  L^igh 
in  very  rough  weat  ier — so  rough,  indeed,  that 
control  teing  lost  over  the  boat,  it  ran  iiground  and 
waa  dismasted.    However,  ultimately  the  boat  was 


salved,  and  the  piscatorial  adventurers  got  safely 
ashore.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the 
author  ("Trent  Otter")  for  his  capital  work — 
recently  published — on  "  Roach  and  Bream  Fish- 
ing." Members  were  specially  reminded  that  on 
Tuesday  next,  Ojt.  3,  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson  will 
read  a  paper,  when,  as  Mi-.  Thompson  is  'facile 
princeps  at  literary  "  paper  making,"  a  treat  may 
be  expected  ;  on  Oct.  10  another  intellectual  feast 
will  be  provided,  as  Mr.  T.  Crumplen — so  well 
known  as  "  Old  Izaak  "  of  the  People — has  also 
kindly  promised  to  read  a  paper  before  the  society. 
The  meeting,  as  usual,  closed  with  the  C.L.P.S. 
toast,  and  a  specially  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
genial  chairman. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  Davey  Turner  presided  over  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  26.  The  pro- 
gramme for  October  was  decided  upon,  and 
arrangements  considered  for  the  Deal  competition. 
Fishing  reports  were  rather  meagre  as  regards  the 
number  of  fish  taken,  though  many  of  the  members 
present  had  been  out.  Some  nice  roach  and  perchwere 
creeledat  Kelvedon,  Messrs.  Gill,  Salmond,  and  Fred. 
Gray  being  the  successful  anglers.  The  cold  weather 
has  put  the  trout  off,  the  only  fish  taken  being  one  of 
1  lb.  14oz.  by  Mr.  Cheeld.  The  closing  dinner  takes 
place  at  the  Black  Horse,  Chesham,  at  6  p.m. 
prompt,  not  7  as  reported  last  week.  Mr.  Emery 
had  a  nice  dish  of  perch  on  the  Lea  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  23,  and  Mr.  Eldred  took  seven  small  jack, 
spinning,  in  less  than  half-an-hour.  All  those  who 
have  been  fi  hing  report  that  the  rivers  are  very 
1  jw  and  clear,  and  till  a  soaking  rain  falls  sport  is 
hardly  likely  to  improve. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Harold  Dunn  occupied  the  chair  on  Sept.  27. 
Several  reports  concerning  the  boat  at  Barfoid  and 
other  club  matters  were  considered  and  dealt  with. 
Angling  successes  were  rather  varied  as  to  quality. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  had  taken  about  100  roach  and 
bream,  all  small;  Mr.  W.  Cox,  roach  and  dace; 
Messrs.  H.  Dunn  and  A.  H.  M.  Greenhill,  a  number 
of  the  usual  class  Thames  roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
Clements,  14lb.  of  nice  Colne  roach;  Mr.  Forbes, 
roach  and  dace  up  to  10oz.,and  two  trout,  returned, 
taken  on  roach  pole,  3|lb.  and  3|lb.  each.  Mr. 
Attwood  exhibited  9-ilb.  of  roach  and  dace,  best 
dace  ll|oz. — G.  W. 

Openshaw  Star  Angling  Society. 

The  Openshaw  Star  Anglers  decided  their  third 
contest  at  Bollington  last  week  end  for  eighteen 
valuable  prizes,  the  full  complement  of  members 
taking  part.  The  following  were  the  prize- 
winners : —  Messrs.  W.  Wilkinson,  W.  Naylor, 
B.  Beswick,  T.  Heald,  W.  Chegwin,  A.  Sherratt, 
J.  Bradshaw,  J.  Wilkinson,  M.  Atherton,  A. 
Wilkinson,  J.  Rogers,  J.  Marsh,  D.  Parry,  W. 
Threlkeld,  R.  Marsh,  H.  Wharton,  E.  Holt,  and  H. 
Morris.  'The  first  prize  was  a  valuable  massive 
marble  clock,  presented  by  Mr.  E.  Bagley,  won  by 
W.  Wilkinson,  who  is  the  winner  of  the  C.  P.  A. A. 
Championship,  11)0.5.  The  annual  inter-club  match 
between  the  Openshaw  Star  Anglers  and  Openshaw 
Bradford  and  Clayton  Anglers  takes  plaCe  on  Oct.  1 
at  Strines.  The  Openshaw  Central  Anglers  are  due 
at  Bollington  on  Oct.  8  to  decide  their  third  content. 
— W.  Chegwin. 

Piscatorial  Society.^ 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Monday  last.  Many  members  are  still  absent  holi- 
day making,  and  the  gathering  consequently  was 
not  of  large  dimensions.  After  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness had  been  transacted  and  a  new  member 
elected,  the  President,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  gave  an 
account  of  a  vi-  it  he  had  paid  to  some  p;  ivate  water 
on  the  Colne,  where  he  was  successful  in  landing 
two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  and  several  chub. 
It  was  repoited  that  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had 
taken  some  good  fish  on  the  Uxbridge  water, 
but  as  that  gentleman  was  not  p:esent  full  details 
are  not  to  hand.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  gave  ssme 
interesting  particulars  of  a  short  evening's  conger 
fishing  at  Bude.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywate:s  will  during 
the  week  superintend  mudding  operations  on  the 
Lambourn,  and  members  who  wish  to  fish  this 
stream  are  therefore  advised  to  defer  their  visits 
until  the  following  week-end.  The  dredger  which 
will  be  u-ei  has  been  constructed  from  a  model 
made  by  the  last-named  gentleman,  and  the  thanks 
of  the  society  are  due  to  him  for  undertaking  this 
much  needed  bat  somewhat  thankless  task. — Hon. 
Sec,  pro  lem. 

Weybridge  Angling  Association. 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley  presided  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  sub-committee  elected  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  funds  for  restocking  the  local 
Thames  waters  with  coarse  fish.  The  matter  was 
discussed  thoroughly,  and  subscriptions  of  various 
amounts  were  promised  by  those  present.  This 


committee  ia  entirely  distinct  from  the  Trout 
Restocking  Society  for  the  Weybridge  and  Shepper- 
ton  district,  and  has  been  formed  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  many  local  fishers  who  pay  more 
attention  to  the  coarse  fish.  Any  sportsmen  who 
wish  to  subscribe  to  the  fund  are  requested  to  for- 
ward any  amounts  to  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
W.A.A.,  Mr.  Geo.  Light,  "  Maisonette,"  Dj.-chester- 
road,  Weybridge. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Watford  Piscators. 
At  a  special  committee  meeting  held  on  Sept.  22 
the  secretary  read  a  special  letter  from  the  Hon. 
Holland  Hebbert  re  restocking  the  Colne  with  two- 
year-old  »S'.  fario ;  it  was  agreed  to  fall  in  with  his 
wishes,  the  secretary  to  make  further  inquiries.  A 
special  general  meeting  wUl  be  held  on  Oct.  6  to 
discuss  a  new  rule  re  taking  trout  in  the  upper 
waters  with  fly  only ;  to  take  over  new  water  as 
per  Rule  14.  Some  good  fish  were  weighed  in  last 
week — roach,  21b.  2Joz. ;  dace  (with  fly),  14-Joz. 
trout  (with  fly),  41b.  lloz.,  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Masser. 
It  is  being  "  Coopered."  All  the  above  were  taken 
from  the  club  water. — Hon.  Sec. 


ilofes  from  tf)c  Woxtf). 


There  will  be  a  series  of  grouse  drives  and  deer- 
stalking parties,  both  in  the  royal  forests  and  the 
adjoining  grounds,  during  the  next  three  weeks, 
and  then  the  season  wiU  be  over.  The  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Fife,  however,  do  not  leave  till  well  into 
November.   


Her  Royal  Highness  is  getting  good  sport  on  the 
Mar  Lodge  waters,  which  are  weU  stocked  with 
fish.  AH  the  salmon  caught  by  the  Duchess  aro 
distributed  first  among  her  own  tenants,  and  then 
the  cottars  on  the  adjoining  estates  and  the  people 
in  Braemar.   


A  few  salmon  are  being  got  on  the  mid-reaches  of 
the  Dee,  but  nothing  to  speak  of.  A  rise  in  the 
river  is  the  only  salvation  for  the  backend  being  a 
complete  blank.  On  the  Blaira  water  three  fish 
were  got  one  day  last  week. 


Anglers,  fishing  for  finnock,  are  hooking  and 
mostly  losing  salmon  of  heavy  calibre  on  the  fine, 
light  gut  casts  they  are  forced  to  use  to  tackle  the 
fiimock,   


There  are  some  nineteen  English  sportsmen 
angling  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  and  they  are 
getting  good  sport,  too.  It  is  chiefly  trolling,  and 
the  finnock  and  sea-trout  were  never  so  thick.  They 
cannot  get  up.^   

The  brown  trout  season  for  Scotland  closes  in  a 
fortnight  (Saturday,  Oct.  14),  but  the  sea-trout  and 
finnock  .season  goes  on  till  the  close  time  for  salmon 
angling  sets  in  on  the  respective  rivers  and  streams 
— mostly  Oct.  30.   

The  best  taking  sea-trout  lures  just  now  are  the 
Cinnamon  and  Silver,  Dunkeld,  Jungle  Cook,  and 
anything  in  silver.  A  fly  called  the  Palmer  Terror 
has  been  "working  death"  wherever  salmon  have 
been  hooked  and  lost,  or  landed — mostly  lost.  It 
is  a  bright  scarlet  hackle  of  the  Creeper  order,  and 
is  a  favourite  lure  wherever  sea-trout  abound. 

Special  Scotch. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


A  meeting  of  the  executive  council  was  held  on 
Sept.  23  in  Liverpool,  Mr.  Edwin  Evans,  president, 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  full  attendance  of  repre- 
sentatives from  the  affiliated  societies,  and  the 
business  was  interesting  and  important.  The 
secretary  received  instructions  regarding  a  good 
length  of  canal  which  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  the 
privileges  already  held  by  the  association.  Per- 
mission was  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
centre  at  Leyland.  A  lengthy  report  was  presented 
by  the  officers  of  their  investigation  into  the  alleged 
case  of  misconduct  on  the  railway,  as  stated  in  a 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association,  the  N.A.A.  officers  finding  that  the 
facts  were  not  in  accordance  with  the  statements 
which  had  been  made  to  the  P.A.A.  in  two  impor- 
tant details,  and  it  was  left  to  the  secretary  (o 
forward  all  particulars  to  the  secretary  of  the 
P.A.A.  In  response  to  an  invitation  from  the 
engineer  on  theShropshire  Union  Canals,  whoisabout 
to  put  in  a  further  supply  of  fish,  it  was  decided  to 
recommend  perch,  bream,  and  roach  as  best  suited 
to  the  water,  and  to  be  placed  at  Frankton,  Beeston 
Castle,  and  between  Ellesmero  Port  anel  Chester. 
It  was  resolved  that  the  support  of  the  association 
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be'given  to  the  council  of  the  National  Federation 
of  Anglers  in  an  appeal  case  which  is  at  present 
sub  judice.  The  balance-sheet  of  the  grand  fishing 
match  showed  a  loss  of  £10  193.  9d.,  in  consequence 
of  the  small  entry.  It  was  proposed  to  limit  the 
match  ill  future  to  members  ooly,  and  tho  question 
will  appear  on  the  agenda  of  the  annual  meeting, 
which  will  take  pi  ice  on  Oct.  2  •  at  the  Caledonian 
Hotel,  Ashton-in-Makerfield.  A  number  of  other 
interesting  subjects  w  ere  also  prjposed  for  discussion 
at  the  coming  meeting.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
was  given  to  the  president  and  council  of  the  Liver- 
pool centre  for  the  handsome  arrangements  made 
or  the  meeting,  and  for  their  generous  hospitality 
o  the  members  of  the  executive  cuimcil. 
Bolton.  Thos.  W.  Rkdfohd,  Hon.  Sec. 


Good  instruction  is  as  necessary  as  food.'''' 


On  Saturday  last,  Sept.  23,  the  President  of  tho 
Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  and 
Vice-PresiJent  of  the  Angler.^'  Benevolent  So;'ioty 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  grave  at  Abney  Park 
Cemetery.  The  solemn  corti'gc  consisted  of  seven 
funeral  coachea,  and  a  long  line  of  vehicles  contain- 
ing anglers  who  wished  to  pay  their  last  respects  to 
genial  and  bountiful  President  Medcalf.  The 
wreaths  sent  from  all  quarters,  many  of  them  m.ide 
by  the  celebrated  firm  of  Lambert,  Goswell-road, 
were  so  numerous  that  a  separate  carriage 
was  necessary  to  convey  them  to  the  cemetery. 
As  they  laid  upon  the  grass  the  enormous  crowd  of 
anglers  and  friends  who  had  assembled  read  many 
touching  tributes  of  love  and  affection.  One  was 
sent  inscribed  :  "  A  token  of  respect  and  sympathy 
from  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  O'azcltc." 
Mr.  Elsmore,  vice-president  of  the  Central  Associa- 
Mr.  Woodruf?,  sec.  of  the  Anglers'  Association, 
Mr.  Barber,  sec.  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society, 
Mr.  T.  Ciumplen,  and  representatives  of  noaily 
every  London  club  were  present  at  the  graveside. 
He  was  an  honest  anglei'  and  a  worthy  gentleman. 
Eequicscat  in  pace. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Angling  Club^  will  be  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden  lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday  evening,  October  2. 


Southern  Sea  Fisheries. 
At  the  last  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Southern  Sea 
Fisheries  Distiict  Committee,  at  Cowes,  Sir  William 
Pink  presiding,  notice  was  received  of  an  appli- 
cation by  the  board  of  conservat  jrs  foran  extension 
of  the  Avon  and  Stour  Conservancy  to  include  a 
part  of  the  area  of  the  committee's  district  from 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  county  of  Dorset  to 
a  line  drawn    between   Ryde   and   Sti>ke3  Bay 
pie.s.    It  was  stated  that  the  principal  object 
was    the    protection    of    salmon.      A     re  olu- 
tion  was    passed  in  favour    of    restiijting  the 
board's  application  to  the   rivers  and  estuaries 
of  their  district.     A  letter  was   read   from  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheiies,  transmitting  a 
complaint  irom  Mr.  S.  E.  Illingworth,  J. P.,  that 
the  lobster  fishery  at  Seaview,  Isle  of  Wight,  had 
fallen  away  to  such  an  extent  that  nothing  was  now 
to  be  made  out  of  it.    The  failure  was  attributed  to 
the  "ruthless  way"  in  which  the  neighbouring 
BembriJge  fishermen  disregarded  the  rule  of  return- 
ing lobsters  under  9in.  to  the  sea,  and  it  was  urged 
that  there  should  be  a  short  close  time  for  lobsters 
and  crabs.    The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Chief 
Constable  of  the  island,  to  give  instructions  to  the 
police  with  a. view  to  preventing  this  infraction. 
It  was  urged  that  something  should  be  done  to 
protect  the  fishermen  from  the  London  fishmonger, 
and  it  was  complained  that  recently  Chr  istchurch 
Bay    fishermen    sent    to    London    2200  prawns 
wo.th2s.  a  hundred.    They  had  just  been  boiled, 
and  they  were  on  the  market  next  day,  and  yet  at 
he  end  of  the  week  the  fishermen  read  a  letter 
tating  that  those  prawns  had  been  condemned. — 
Times. 


On  Thui-sday  afternoon,  Sept.  21,  tho  Lowestoft 
Sea  Angling  Society  practically  opened  the  season 
with  a  CiiStiiig  competition  on  the  Crown  Meadow. 
There  were  twenty-nine  competitors,  and  the  follow- 
11  g  were  the  resuLs: — (ioz.  competition:  R.  W. 
Seago,  IVHjJyd.,  lot;  J.  H.  Miles,  liCjyds.,  2nd; 
G.  Gearing,  143yd.,  3rd.  8o/,.  competition:  J.  H. 
Miles,  15.5^yd.,  Ist;  A.  G.  Emms,  U.-^^yd.,  2nd; 
J.  Harmer,  13t^yd.,  3rd.  lOo/,.  competition: 
J.  Harmer,  UlJjyd.,  1st ;  A.  Waller,  13(ijyd.  2nd. 
Each  competitor  was  allowed  three  casti^.  The 
society  will  commence  fidiii.g  about  a  fortnight 
hence,  as  the  fiah  have  appeared  ear  ly  this  year. 
Already  there  have  been  one  or  two  good  catches 
rom  boats  in  tho  South  Roads. 


Sea  Angling  Festival. 
The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Fourth  Annual 
Sea  Angling  Festival  will  be  held  on  Oct.  28,  2  ), 
and  30.  This  festival  is  looked  forward  to  by  sea 
anglers  as  one  of  the  m  )st  enjoyable  and  well- 
conducted  competitions  of  tho  season.  Tho  secre- 
tar-ies,  Mo.ssrs.  H.  Dowsjtt  and  A.  A.  Barti-am,  have 
issued  a  .splendid  twelve-page  programme,  called 
the  "  Competitois'  Handbook,"  iii  which  is  set 
forth  the  rules  governing  the  varijus  competitions 
from  boats  and  piers.  On  Mondaj'  evening,  Oct.  30, 
the  pri/.ei  will  be  distributed  ab  a  smoking  concert 
to  be  held  at  the  Assembly  Room-i,  Castle  Hotel, 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Brassey,  K.C.  B.  The 
chair  will  Le  taken  by  Dr.  O.  R.  Travers  at  8  o'clock. 
A  copy  of  this  "  Handbook  "  will  be  sent  on  applica- 
tion t)  10,  York  Buildings,  Ha-tings. 


Whilst  fishing  from  the  bank  at  Weymouth 
Harbour  one  night  last  week  Mr.  Drury,  secretary 
of  the  Acton  Conservative  Club,  London,  capture  1 
a  conger  of  21  ^Ib.  As  may  be  supposed  it  gave 
him  a  little  trouble  to  land.  This  is  believed  to  be 
the  largest  conger  taken  from  the  bunk  i:i  that 
part  for  many  years. 


Pl'lClIEUUS  X  LA  LlGNE. 

SouvENT  on  a  raill6  los  pccheurs  a  la  ligne 

Pour  lour  ri'veuse  oisivotc  ; 

Et  leur  vice  innocent  fut  maintej  fois  cit6 
Comme  pucril  et  pen  digne. 

O.i  ne  suit  concevoir  en  nos  I'lges  nerveux 

Oil  tout  se  fait  a  la  va-vitc, 

De  braves  gens  naits  ((ue  la  paresse  invite, 
Dont  I'espoir  blanchit  les  cheveu.x  ; 

Eb  Ton  juge  vraiment  ctranges,  ridicules, 
Ces  bourgeois  trempant  tout  le  jour 
Dans  I'eau,  le  long  des  quais,  graves,  avec  amour, 

Quelques  hamev  ns  niinusjules  ; 

On  blague  leur  bonheur  I'l  nul  autre  pareil 
Quand,  aprcs  linq  heure?  d'attente, 
Uu  poisson  fait  courber  leur  ligne  tremblotante 

Et  frctille  dans  du  soleil. 

Mais  le  vil  plnisantin  et  le  rcveur-pocte, 

Fdiseur  de  bons  mots,  de  sonnets. 

No  sont  pour  les  pccheurs  que  de  vagues  bencts 
N'ayant  que  fredaines  en  tcte. 

Le  pccheur  a  la  ligne  est  un  sage,  bla^c 

Sur  les  sonnets  et  les  sornettes, 

Rien  ne  pourrait  ttoubler  les  chimeres  honnctes 
Qu'il  voit  dans  le  flot  iris6. 

II  garde  au  fond  du  copur  ces  deux  ve.tus  insignes  ; 

La  Patience  et  la  Bontc, 

Et  possede  entre  tous  I'orgueil  incontestc 
De  savoir  lire  entre  les  lignes  ! 

— HuouES  Delorme. 


Three  ardent  sea  fishermen  (Fleet -street  littera- 
teurs, Messrs.  Wynn,  Lambert,  and  Garratt)  jour- 
neyed to  Hastings  recently  for  a  "blow."  They 
had  it!  For  two  days  (owing  ti  the  biiiterous 
weather)  they  were  only  able  to  get  afloat  for  four 
hours,  when,  under  the  able  guidance  of  Boatman 
Wheeler,  they  captured  203  nice  fish — four  good 
congers,  a  few  lemon  soles  and  dabs,  and  sjme 
really  fine  whiting,  which  shows  that  the  fish  are 
"patronising"  us  very  early  this  season.  I  have 
experienced  some  rough  weather  at  Hastings,  and 
only  ho^e  that  during  the  coming  "Festival"  I 
shall  be  able  to  go  djwn  to  the  sea  in  a  ship — I 
mean  boat — and  bring  home — well,  soma  good  fish. 
Perhaps  not  203,  but  I  shall  expect  some  codling, 
a  cod  or  two  (of  course  some  dog->),  and  a  nice  201b. 
cole  fish. 


Mr.  Oakeshott  writes  from  Gorleston  : — "  Have 
been  called  away  to  London  on  business,  and  lefD 
instructions  with  my  wife  to  keep  me  supplied  with 
information  for  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  following 
is  what  I  have  to  put  up  with : — 

" '  Fishing  at  Gorleston  has  been  poor  owing 
principally  to  the  high  wind,  though  one  lucky 
angler  caught  a  fine  conger  of  Gib.  It's  an  eel  wind 
that  blows  nobody  good.' 

"'Bream  are  not  "  hon  "  just  now  at  Ormesby. 
Three  anglers  at  the  Eels  Foot  caught  nothing  one 
day  la,t  week  but  a  few  perch  and  a  quantity  of 
undersized  da.e.    A  poor  dace  spjrt.'  " 


Mr.  a.  E.  Jarvis,  hon.  sue. Of  tho  West  Hamp- 
stead  A.S.,  gives  tho  result  of  their  rovmg  match 
to  Wargrave-on-Thames  on  Sept.  2-t  as  follows  : — 
"  The  prize  presented  by  the  vice-piesident,  Mr. 
J.  Moss,  was  won  by  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  with  a 
nice  take  of  roach  and  dace.  The  '  runner-up  '  was 
within  an  ounce." 


The  members  of  the  Devizes  Angling  Association 
held  their  annual  coarse  fishiog  competition 
lejently  fiom  Park  Bridge  to  London  Bridge, 
when  thirty  members  competed  for  sevei  al  valuable 
pri/.es.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  C.  Hopkins 
with  21b.  Uoz.  [The  London  Bridge  here  men- 
timed  is  in  Wiltshire,  about  ninety  miles  from 
"  our  "  London  Bridge.  I  am  afraid  the  day  is  far 
distant  whe  i  any  good  friend  to  anglers  will  be 
able  to  "  devise "  a  scheme  ior  purifying  the 
Thames  at  Billingsgate.] 


I  AM  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  F.  H.  Arnphlett's 
shilling  book,  "  The  Thames  :  Where  to  Fish  and 
How,"  has  been  found  so  acceptable  that  halt  of 
the  edition  his  already  been  di3po<ed  of.  This  was 
only  to  bo  expected,  and  veiy  shortly  I  hope  to 
hear  of  a  "se  ond  edition"  being  published,  as  the 
book  contains  many  invaluable  wrinkles  and  hints 
by  "One  Who  Knows."  Messrs.  John  Dicks, 
Eifingham  Houie,  Arundel-stroet,  Strand,  are  the 
publishers. 


TuouT  PuLL.s  Bjy  into  Stream. 

AccoRniNO  to  the  Reno  correspondence  Sacramento 
Bee,  "Edgar  Hagar,  a  twelvo-yoar-oll  boy,  came 
near  lodng  his  life  while  fishing  in  the  Truckee 
liver  near  here.  The  youngster  hooked  an 
immense  rainbow  trout  in  an  unexpected  manner. 
The  big  fish  immediately  gave  battle,  actually 
pulling  the  boy  into  the  turbulent  stream.  The 
young  fisliorman  was  (mlljd  down  the  stream, 
finally  stiikin.;  a  whirlpool,  which  landed  him  under 
the  bough  of  a  willbw  tree,  which  he  grasped.  In 
this  position  he  kept  himself  above  water  with  one 
hand,  and  with  the  other  held  on  to  the  fish  line 
until  he  tired  the  fish,  and  with  his  pri/.e  dragged 
himself  to  shore.  The  troub  weighed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  101b.,  the  largest  rainbow  captured  in 
the  Truckee  in  many  years."  [Now,  what  I  like 
about  this  true  story  is  that  the  weight  of  the  fish 
was  not  definitely  given  in  pounds,  ounces,  and 
shots  (or  drams),  but  "  in  the  neighbourhood  of." 
This  may  be  useful  to  anglers  when  they  have  left 
tho  steelyards  at  home.  In  the  event  of  the  fish 
being  tjo  large  f  )r  the  creel  it  coul^i  be  brought 
homo  by  Truck — 3h  ?J 


The  foil  )wing  conversation  between  an  English 
angler  and  a  native  appeared  oa  a  postcard  sent 
me  from  Llandudno  : — 

English  Angler:  No  ri:e  in  these  rivers  to-day. 

Welshman  :  No,  I  suppose.  But  follow  the  river, 
sir,  till  you  come  to  Bwlchcaddugd Ju'rcwm,  and 
then  you'll  find  Llynllawnyllyfnwy. 

E.  A. :  Evidently  a  charming  spot  from  its  name. 

W. :  The  best  fishing  in  all  Walei  is  in  the  well- 
known  river  Di  .dlecawr  yceirvv,  in  the  parish  of 
Llano  odd  wyncwmllanddwy  wo. 

E.  A. :  A  biggish  parish  that,  I  should  think. 

W. :  But  you  need  not  go  sj  far.  Try  D  nas- 
glaslynlifg.^rgwenwyddfa. 

E.  A. :  G  jod  fish  there  ? 

W.  :  Ye-,  capital  sport.  You've  only  to  ask  for 
the  lake  and  anybody  will  show  you  the  way. 


The  parish  magazine  of  Holy  Trinity,  Southport, 
co:itains  an  acciu  it  of  an  angling  contest  by  the 
Young  Men's  Club  at  Sjarisbrick,  held  recently,  in 
which  the  first  honours  were  won  with  a  fi^h  scaling 
Ifoz.  Another  competitor  landed  a  gudgeon  whose 
fredmess  was  challenged,  and  the  referee  decided 
that  it  smelt  too  strongly  of  the  Wigan  Market  to 
be  allowed  to  count. 


Our  Twickenham  reporter,  "Tom"  Auger, 
writes:— "Mr.  G.  Baker,  host  of  the  Horse  and 
Groom,  King-stieet,  Twickenham,  has  offe.  ed  a 
prize  of  a  fishing  rod  for  the  largest  pike  taken 
between  Richmond  and  Teddington  Lock  during 
the  month  of  October,  UOo. 


On  another  page  will  be  found  a  full  account  of 
the  most  successful  Sea  Fishing  Tackle  Exhibition 
yet  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  B.S  A.S.  Every  inch 
of  space  was  utilised  to  the  best  advantage,  and 
"standing  room  only"  has  been  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  par.icularly  so  on  "members'  night' 
(Wednesday).  To  stand  at  Holbrow's  stall,  s-ide  by 
side  with  a  sea  fisher  clad  in  water^iroof  coat, 
troiisers,  and  cap,  which  wcigheJ  only  a  few 
ounces,  made  ono  long  to  take  them  oJ  the 
"  dummy  "  and  try  them  on  the  sea,  the  open  sea. 
The  same  may  bo  said  of  the  garments  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Carter,  etc.  Every  possibld 
or  impossible  requisite  for  sea  angling  was  lavishly 
displayed,  and  those  who  were  able  to  be  present 
during  the  four  days"  show  picked  up  many  a 
wrinkle.  One  who  hopes  to  profit  by  it  at  the 
forthcoming  "  festivals  "  ia  Dragnet,  j 
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ppoviiieial  flfigliftg  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  have  often  made  the  remark  that  Sunday 
fishing  on  the  Avon,  so  far  as  contests  are  con- 
cerned, is  very  much  off  on  account  of  there  being 
no  swim  on  the  water,  as  the  river  is  stored  at  the 
different  pounds  for  the  use  of  working  the  water 
wheels,  and  on  Sundays  the  clubs  who  fish  contests 
are  very  much  disappointed  with  the  results  of 
their  thiee  hours'  experience ;  but  if  the  clubs, 
who  are  composed  of  the  working  classes,  could 
see  their  way  clear  to  fish  their  contests  on  a  Monday 
they  would  find  the  sport  very  much  better,  and 
heavier  weights  would  be  taken.  Several  clubs  wero 
out  on  Sept.  24  at  Wyre,  Pershore,  Evesham,  and 
Defford,  but  the  takes  of  fish  were  very  small ;  there 
were  quite  200  anglers  out,  and  the  largest  weight 
taken  was  a  little  over  8oz.  The  clubs  bye  contests 
are  now  drawing  to  a  jclose,  and  the  next  month 
will  see  the  last  of  them.  The  Handsworth  Lion 
Club  fish  a  bye  contest  in  the  Severn  at  Hampton 
Lode  on  Oct.  1  for  a  nice  collection  of  prizes. 
The  Avon  is  again  very  bright,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  rain,  but  g 5 od  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Eve- 
sham and  Fladbury  districts.  B.eam  and  roach 
have  responded  to  the  stewed  wheat  again,  and  the 
pike  are  on  the  feed,  a  good  number  of  middle- 
sized  fish  being  taken  from  the  two  places  men- 
tioned. Roach  are  feeding  well  at  Bidford,  and  the 
Rfedditch  anglers  have  been  doing  well,  good  baskets 
being  taken  from  the  deeper  swims.  At  Bridg- 
north on  the  Severn  some  good  roach  and 
dace  have  been  taken  with  the  maggot.  The 
river  above  Arley,  and  up  to  Hampton 
Lode,  is  rather  fine,  but  good  catches  of 
roach  and  dace  have  been  had.  Some  decent 
takes  have  been  had  by  some  of  our  members  at 
the  Ketch  near  to  Worcester.  A  Kidderminster 
angler  took  a  nice  pike  of  81b.  lOoz.  with  the  spin- 
ning bait  just  above  Stourport  at  the  end  of  last 
week.  The  same  angler  spinning  with  the  spoon 
bait  took  a  nice  lot  of  chub.  The  Trent  in  the 
Alrewas  district  is  low  and  fine,  and  a  good  flush 
is  needed  before  anything  hke  sport  can  be 
obtained,  still  a  few  nice  perch  and  jack  have 
been  taken.  Grayling  are  taking  the  fly  freely 
on  the  River  Teme  at  Ludlow  and  Tenbury 
and  from  the  Rea  at  Newnha-n  Bridge. 
Several  members  of  the  Nochell's  Britannia  Club 
have  had  good  takes  from  private  pools  near 
Birmingham. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

For  some  weeks  past  anglers  have  been  greatly 
favoured  with  regard  to  the  weather,  and  they  have 
consequently  had  a  long  spell  of  uninterrupted 
sport.  Last  week-end  they  began  to  wish  for  rain, 
and  on  Monday  this  came  in  sufficient  volume  to 
vastly  improve  the  prospects  all  round.  One  thing 
it  ha?  had  the  effect  of  clearing  away  large  patches 
of  aquatic  vegetation  which  had  been  floating  on 
the  surface  ever  since  the  weed-cutting  begin,  and 
angling  should  therefore  be  prosecuted  in  greater 
comfort  than  has  been  the  case  for  some  time.  The 
best  sport  on  the  Witham  still  continues  to  be  had 
amongst  roach,  and  not  only  have  heavy  weights 
been  creeled,  but  many  fish  have  run  to  a  good  size. 
Kspecially  has  this  been  tlie  case  in  lengths  between 
Kirkstoad  and  Boston,  and  the  best  fish  have  nearly 
all  been  taken  with  the  maggot  bait.  The  Sleaford 
Angling  Association  fished  their  annual  match  at 
I'atter.shall  Bridge  on  Sept.  21,  but  the  weeds  were 
■  hen  so  much  in  evidence  that  it  was  impossible  to 
'  irry  out  tho  programme.  An  excellent  lot  of 
prizes  had  been  contributed.  At  a  subsequent 
meeting  of  the  committee  it  was  decided  to  post- 
pone the  event  for  a  week.  Pike-fishing  ii  now 
iieing  followed  with  a  good  deal  of  succe-s  on  somo 
waters,  notably  the  southern  reaches  of  tho  Forty- 
foot  beyond  Dowsby  Fen  and  the  Glen  at  Surfleet. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  of  our  local  societies  have  wound  up  their 
oason  during  the  past  week  or  so,  but  sport  has 
-rily  been  very  moderate  in  moit  quarters;  by  far 
'he  best  results  have  been' from  the  River  Ludd, 
'  his  river  proving  the  fairest  ground  for  pegged 
lown  matches  during  the  whole  of  the  season, 
nd  on  Thur.-day,  Sept.  21,  the  Cormorant  Angling 
'  lub,  of  Hull,  fiihed  a  match  at  Firebeacon, 
Mr.  J.  \V.  Drewery  topping  the  pri^e  winners 
'  ith  over  (jib.  of  nice  fi^h,  and  on  tho  sumo  day  Mr. 
\V.  H.  Barker,  the  vice-president  of  the  Hull  and 
'iistrict  Amalgamation,  secured  about  J  stone  of 

•ry  good  roach  with  m'Jggot.<-;,  his  beat  fish  scaling 
'  ^K)ut  1  lb.  Mr.  Walter  Chapman,  of  tho  Market 
.'fall  Club,  also  had  a  good  catch  on  the  same  day 
>t  Thoresby  Biidgo.  The  Hull  Wc;dnosday  A.S.  >  on 
"/)pt.  23,  also  fished     match  at  Firebeacon,  and 


had  some  good  sport,  Mr.  Frank  Carle  carrying  off 
the  first  prize  with  over  101b.  of  fi^h.  This  same 
club  wound  up  their  season  on  the  Ancholme,  near 
to  Brigg,  on  Sept.  21,  Mr.  T.  Gunnel  being  first 
prize  winner,  and  Messrs.  Frank  Carle  and  H. 
Peddir  coming  in  second  and  third;  and  on  the 
same  day  the  Universal  Angling  Ass  ciation,  of 
Hull,  brought  their  season  to  a  close  on  tho 
Ancholme,  at  Brigg,  Messrs.  J.  Stocks,  J.  R.  Ward, 
and  W.  Phillipson  taking  the  first  three  prizes. 
The  Holderness  Angling  Association  have  just 
brought  their  season  to  a  close  at  Feriiby  Sluice, 
Messrs.  W.  Crossland  and  F.  Moxon  having  to  fish 
off  for  the  society's  gold  medal,  and  after  a  spirited 
contest  Mr.  Crossland  beat  his  opponent  with  a 
pound  of  fish  to  spare. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  trout  season  for  this  district,  which  closes  on 
Oct.  1,  has  been  remarkable  but  for  one  thing,  that 
being  its  consistent  badness.  In  the  early  part  of 
it  we  had  a  cold,  bleak  spring,  with  the  wind 
for  weeks  together  in  the  north  and  north- 
east, and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that, 
under  these  conditions,  the  spring  fishing,  both  in 
lake  and  stream,  was  of  a  very  moderate  character. 
Fishing  on  Windermere  wis  bad,  although  some 
good  individual  trout  were  killed,  the  quality 
being  excellent,  but  the  quantity — the  reverse ; 
and  even  when  the  May  Fly  made  iis  appearance 
there  was  plenty  of  room  for  improvement.  In 
the  summer  months  the  River  Kent  turned  out 
soms  really  good  fish  in  its  lower  reaches,  and 
every  night  someone  or  other  effected  the  capture 
of  a  pounder  and  upwards.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  this  stream  is  but  a  typical  fast  north  country 
beck,  with  none  of  the  heavy  feeding  qualities  of  a 
southern  chalk  stream  about  it,  it  will  be  granted 
that  fish  of  this  weight  reflect  great  credit 
on  the  Kent  A. A.,  to  whose  efforts  in  re- 
stocking— thus  changing  the  blood — I  attribute 
the  presence  of  these  heavy  trout.  I  might 
mention  that  I  have  killed  two  on  this  stream 
thil  season,  one  of  whijh  weighed  21b.  3oz., 
and  the  other  21b.  loz.,  and  these  are  a  long  way 
off  the  trout  killed  by  Mr.  Garnett  in  the  Levens 
Park  water  a  few  seasons  ago,  which  weighed,  I 
believe,  31b.  5oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  premier  event  last  week  end  was  that  of  the 
West  Salford  Association  Challenge  Shield  and 
Championship.  The  former  was  won  by  the 
Weaste  Angling  Society,  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  O. 
Marsden,  both  with  weights  above  the  average. 
The  arrangements  made  by  the  officials  were 
such  that  the  refeiee  had  a  sinecure  in  his 
office.  The  Ashbury  A.S.,  at  BoUington,  did 
well,  Mr.  R.  Greaves  took  first  prize  with 
l^lb.  The  Bollin  is  out  of  order,  too  low,  and 
suffering  by  the  prevailing  cold  east  winds. 
The  Little  Hulton  A  S.  at  Boothstnwn  did  fairly 
well,  all  prizes  being  awarded.  The  Openshaw  Star 
Anglers  at  BoUington  found  winners  for  eighteen 
prizes,  Mr.  W.  Wilkinson  taking  the  first.  Probably 
the  last  of  the  open  matches  will  bs  fished  at  Leigh 
to-day.  An  inter-club  contest  is  arranged  for  to- 
morrow at  Strines  between  the  Openshaw  Stars  and 
the  Openshaw  Bradford  and  Clayton  societies.  The 
annual  visit  of  the  Stockport  County  anglers  to 
EUesmere  took  place  last  Monday,  whsn  Mr.  A.  H. 
Cross  secured  another  first. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Last  week  appears  to  have  been  a  "  piscatorial 
Sedan"  with  a  lot  of  fixtures.  Several  reports  are 
missing  —  for  example,  the  '  Ardwick,  Craum, 
Pendleton,  Moss  Side  Socials  and  Salford  Socials, 
Robin  Hood  and  Openshaw  Centrals,  etc. ;  per- 
haps those  mentioned  will  suffice.  For  a  club 
to  go  a  journey  of  170  miles  to  fish  a  match 
and  never  get  a  bite  will  take  the  scientific  and 
philosophical  angler  all  his  time  to  explain.  Per- 
haps he  will  go  to  the"  Fountain  "  and  get  first  aid. 
The  Cornbrook  A.S.  at  Waverton  fished  a  dual 
event,  odds  and  evens,  and  the  club  fixture.  The 
evens  won,  and  Mr.  W.  GoUop  heads  the  list  of  club 
winners.  In  the  Sun'A.S.'s  match,  Mr.  S.  Hail 
takes  first  prize.  Mr.  S.  Yeo  heads  a  heavy  list  of 
prize-winners  in  the  Duke  'of  Cambridge  A.S.'s 
annual.  I  am  tempted  to  mention  the  Ardwick 
Anglers'  match,  but  no.  The  Hulme  EUesmere 
at  Chester  on  Sept.  24  had  good  sport,  Mr.  J. 
Hampton  heading  the  list  with  nearly  21b.  Mr.  Jas. 
Snelson  has  once  more  secuied  a  first  prize,  this 
time  in  the  Lower  Broughton  match  last  Sunday  at 
Northwich. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  beoa  very  changeable,  with  a 
cold  wind  blowing  from  the  north-oast.  Tho  Trent 
has  undergone  no  change,  although  hours  of  heavy 
rain  fell  on  Monday.  Anglers  have  ugaia  been 
extremely  numerous,  and  have  taken  barbel  at 


Colwick,  Holme  Pierropo  it,  Wilford,  Clifton,  Avor- 
ham,  and  Kelham.  On  Tuesday,  Sept.  26,  I 
visited  Shardlow  for  the  first  time  tliis  season, 
and  tried  the  best  known  rivers  with  greaves 
for  chub  and  barbel,  but  never  a  fish  did  1  touch, 
and  in  an  interesting  chat  with  the  attentive  and 
obliging  keeper  (Mr.  J.  Morris),  ho  told  me  that  ho 
was  at  an  utter  loss  to  account  for  the  barbel  not 
taking  kindly,  either  to  greaves  or  the  worm. 
There  wore  shoals  of  fish,  but  only  at  rare  intervals 
had  odd  ones  shown  any  disposition  to  feed.  I  ran 
across  many  old  friends,  and  learnt  that  before 
leaving  for  business  on  Tuesday  morning,  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis  .  caught  over  201b.  of  roach 
with  wheat  in  the  deap  runs  below  Cavendish 
Bridge.  These,  on  Saturday  last,  yielded 
splendidly  to  tho  rods  of  Messrs.  Wallis,  E.  H. 
Birks,  Taylor,  and  Tomlinson.  Three  days  pre- 
viously Mr.  T.  H.  Birks  succeeded  in  creeling 
ninety-nine.  Mr.  H.  Harrington  got  some  nice  chub 
with  wasp-grub,  the  u  ;e  of  which,  however,  seems 
to  have  fallen  off  of  late.  On  Sept.  21,  Mr.  A.  O. 
Jones,  captain  of  the  Notts  County  Cricket  Eleven, 
accompanied  me  to  Averham,  and  we  secured  four 
good-sized  barbel  and  sundry  eels. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  ia  thi?  district  has  been  much  better  this 
week.  A  nice  lot  of  grayling  and  dace  were  taken 
in  the  River  Teme  with  the  fly  and  maorgot.  Roach 
have  gone  well  at  the  stewed  wheat  and  the  maggot, 
and  many  flounders  have  been  taken  near  ^Ib.  each. 
Chub  have  given  fine  sport  in  the  Severn,  Messrs. 
H.  C.  Bay  lis  ani  A.  J.  Trafford,  on  Monday,  caught 
four  fish  weighing  II  lb.,  largest  41b.  12oz.,  a  grand 
fish  of  2iin.  in  length  taken  above  Camp 
Weir.  The  Inter- Club  bye  contest  took  place 
on  the  Severn,  at  the  Ketch,  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  23,  eighty-six  competed,  two  and  a  half  hours' 
contest,  twenty-four  weighed  in  fish,  all  over  3oz. 
limit.  Mr.  R.  Yapp,  first,  21b.  13oz.  ;  H.  Cousens, 
second,  21b.  6|oz. ;  other  winners  close  to  each  other, 
lowest  weight,  lOfoz.  The  presentation  of  prizes 
at  Bell  Inn,  St.  John's,  on  Friday  evening  next  at  a 
smoker;  twenty  prizes  in  all.  The  Kempsey  and 
Severn  Stoke  Angling  Association  had  their  annual 
contest  at  Kempfey  on  Sept.  23,  when  thirty 
members  competed ;  some  good  baskets  of  fish  were 
taken.  The  Foimtain  Club  had  a  bye  contest  in  the 
Severn  near  Kempsey  on  Sept.  24,  in  a  strong,  cold 
wind,  water  very  rough;  first,  H.  Knight;  second, 
A.  Glover;  third,  T.  Jones  ;  fourth,  W.  F.  Bowen  ; 
fifth,  A.  Hodges  ;  sixth,  E.  Hill ;  seventh,  J.  Harris  ; 
there  were  some  fine  fish  taken.  A  member  of  this 
club  in  the  Severn,  on  Mondav,  caught  forty-six 
fioe  roach,  not  one  under  4oz.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
Club  fished  a  contest  in  the  Avon  on  Sept.  24,  the 
first  prize-winner  was  Mr.  G.  Brace,  with  a  very 
fine  bream.  Mr.  Bozward  caught  2.51b. .  of  chub 
near  Upton-on-Severn,  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Davies  a 
fine  creel  of  fish  in  the  same  stretch  of  water. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  Clifton  A.  A.  finished  up  the 
season  with  a  roving  match  on  Monday,  Sept.  25. 
Journeying  to  Newton-upon-Ouse,  they  separated 
and  proceeded  in  batches  in  different  directions. 
It  was  windy,  but  a  pleasant  day's  sport  was  expe- 
rienced. Subsequently  turning  up  at  the  Dawnay 
Arms,  Newton,  the  weigh-in  to  )k  place.  Mr.  W.  Hen- 
derson came  off  best,  his  weight  of  fish  being  101b. 
12oz.,  and  the  special  for  the  best  sample  also  fell  to 
him.  Mr.  A.  Helstrip  was  second.  71b.  SJoz.,  and 
Mr.  R.  Gowthorpe  third,  61b.  4oz.,  had  the  best 
roach,  one  of  13oz.  Mr.  D.  Langstaffe,  31b.  9oz., 
was  fourth.  Mr.  Henderson  also  secured  the  special 
for  the  aggregate  for  the  season's  matches,  his 
weight  of  fish  being  231b.  4Joz.  The  total  catch  for 
the  day  was  601b.  An  exciting  incident  befell  two 
members  of  the  party,  who  narrowly  escaped  a  duck- 
ing. A  boat  which  they  liad  hijed  near  the  falls, 
at  Linton,  shipped  water,  and  one  of  them  had  to 
hang  to  a  willow  tree  until  he  was  pulled  ashore  by 
his  comrade.  They  were  very  little  worse  for  their 
adventure.  The  York  Cocoa  Works  A.C.  fished 
their  last  match  of  the  season  at  Elvington  on 
Sept.  23.  Though  the  river  was  very  Ijw  and 
clear,  an  excellent  catch  was  made.  Mr.  F.  Met- 
calfe, 5lb.  lloz.,  was  first;  Mr.  Smith,  41b.  6oz., 
second  ;  Mr.  Henderson,  21b.  5j'oz.,  third  ;  and  Mr. 
E.  Daniels,  41b.  6oz.,  fourth,  there  being  in  all 
twenty- three  competitors,  and  nearly  all  had  fair 
catches. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  alternately  dull  and  bright 
during  the  week,  and  too  calm  on  most  days  for 
angling.  Sport  therefore  has  been  generally  Imck- 
ward  at  salmon.  Sea-trout  fishing  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  fair  results  at  a  few  places,  but  the 
expected  improvement  has  not  taken  place  any- 
where  up  to  time  of  writing.  Brown  trout  fi.ihing 
has  be'sn  generally  of  a  good  description,  though  on 
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ANOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHIl^O  QUARTERS, 


LOCHINVER,  SUTHERUNDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Perox  Fishing  In 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Gulag,  Loohinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  LAIRG,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.  Good  Boats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.  Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Jlotor  or  Carriage.  ^^c/f»  Y,  PtoprleMx. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendtnt,  Middlesex. 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  iport  of  Pike, 
Koaoh,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Freih  stocked.  850  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Acconimodation.  Punt  boats,  frequent 
Trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
WeUb  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SizBS  OF  Fish 


Pike,  18  iDcb. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Kndd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch 
Dace,  e  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Oudgeon,  1  Inch 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  .Tune  16. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  CuUen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

ISLAND  OF  Harris" 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  GhiUies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams:  " Hotel  Habbis." 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  Trout  and  Brown  Trout. 


The  Gweedore  River,  the  Owen  Tor  River,  and 
Lough  Anure.  Comfortable  hotel  accommoda- 
tion on  the  banks  of  the  Gweedore  River,  within 
two  miles  of  Lough  Anuie,  and  within  a  tew 
minutes'  walk  of  railway  station.  Hotel  charges 
50«.  weekly.  Fishing  2.')S.  weekly,  4()«.  fort- 
nightly, 60s.  monthly.  Grilse  and  sea  trout 
now  running.  8,000  acres  excellent  Shooting 
from  12th  August.  Apply— 

Proprietor,  The  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 

Co.  Donegal. 
TfileurnTnn :  "  IIotki.  Crollv,  Gwekdork." 


Trolling  for  Trout  and  Pike  la 
now  at  its  best. 

THE  FINEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 
Drifts  of  two  and  three  miles  over  splendid 
shallows.  Nearly  70,000  acres  of  deep-water 
fishing  for  trout  and  pike. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Undci'  New 
Management ;  Modern  comforts  ;  Hot  and  Cold 
Baths  ;  Motor  accommodation  ;  Moderate  Taritt. 
Grand  Lake  and  Mountain  .Scenery  ;  bracing 
air ;  only  H  hours'  rail  from  Dublin.  Descriptive 
Pamphlet  free  on  application  to— 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 
Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


ON  SPORT: 

SEA-FISHING  FOR  AMATEURS.  A  Practical 
Hook  on  Fishing  from  Shore,  Rocks,  or  Piers, 
w  ith  a  Directory  of  Fi.sliing  Stations  on  the 
Englisli  and  Welsh  Coasts.  Illustrated  by 
numerous  Cliarts.  Copiously  illustrated.  )Jy 
Frank  Hudson.  Price  1/-,  l)y  post  1/2. 
PRACTICAL  SEA  FISHING.  A  Comprehensive 
llandliouk  for  Amateurs  and  others  on  tlic 
Best  Tackle,  and  most  Sncce-'sfiil  Methods  of 
Sea  Angling  on  our  Coasts.  Hy  P.  L.  IlA.^iLOl'R, 
Fully  Illustrated.  In  cloth,  price  3/6,  by 
post  3/0. 

PRACTICAL  GAME  PRESERVING.  Contain- 
ing tlie  fullest  Directions  for  Reariiii;  and 
Preserving  both  Winged  and  Ground  Gan)e, 
an<l  Destroying  Vermin,  Ac.  By  W.  Carnkgie 
Illustrated.  In  demy  8vo.,  cloth  gilt,  price 
10/6,  by  post  10/11. 
FERRETS  AND  FERRETING.  Containing 
Instructions  for  the  Breeding.  Managing, 
Training,  and  Workiiigof  F'errets.  Illustrated. 
Price  1/-,  by  post  1/2. 
BREAKING  AND  TRAINING  DOGS  :  Being 
Concise  Directions  for  the  Proper  Kducation 
of  Dogs,  both  for  the  Field  and  for  Compan- 
ions. By  "  PATHFrNDKR."  Wilh  Chapters  by 
Hi  Gil  DALZlKL.  In  cloth  gilt,  price  6/6,  by 
post,  (i/lO. 

ANGLING  FOR  COARSE  FISH.  Bottom  Fish- 
ing, according  to  the  Methods  in  use  on  the 
Thames, Trent,  Norfolk  Broads  and  elsewhere. 
By  John  Bickerhyke.  Illustrated.  Price 
1  /-,  by  post  1/2. 
THE  MODERN  ANGLER.  A  Practical  Hand- 
book on  all  Kinds  of  Angling,  both  Fresh 
Water  and  Sea.  By  "Otter."  Well  Illus- 
trated. New  Edition.  In  cloth  gilt,  price 
2/6,  by  post,  2/9. 
Complete  Catalogue  free  on  application. 

L.  UPCOTT  GILL,  BAZAAR  BUILDINGS,  DRIHIY 

Lane,  London,  W.C. 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 

WILTON  SALMON  FISHERY 

TO  LET  from  29th  September,  nearly 
Four  Miles  of  valuable  Fishing  in  the 
Elver  Wye  at  Ross,  where  first-class 
Hotel  Accommodation  may  be  had  ad- 
joining the  fishery. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to 
H.  HAYWOOD  &  SON,  Hereford. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

mill  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  !'. 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe 
departments  are :  Shooting,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
PORBION  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &,  CO.. 
23,  FIncH    Lane   r-ornhili  Loifdor 

ADDRESS —  „ 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


WANXED  TO  RENT, 

A  Good 

COARSE  FISHING  WATER, 

within  reasonable  distance  of  London. — 
Send  full  particulars  to  Jarvis,  29, 
Achillies  Eoad,West  Hampstead,London. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

rrmden*— 8lR  EDWARD  BIKKBBCK,  BART. 

Reduced  Farei  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Mbetinos  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Office!  at  the  same  address. 


CITY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Societyi 

President    ■    V.  B.  MILDMAY,  ES(}.,  M.P. 

Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  In  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  8.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President—iORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  ITie 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Eelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  Information,  apply  to  the 
Seorbtart. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.). 
Country  headquarters.  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefield 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Over  3,000 
fish  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year. — For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Secretary, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westboume 
Park,  W. 


Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Koach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours, 
White  and  Pink.  Packets  3d.  &  6d .  each. 


ceroleum:. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &o. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 

Of  TAOKLS  DEALERS  at  home  and  abroad,  or 

direct  from  the  Uaker, 

Cheniist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

Postage  Extra. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

2)eut8cbe  .  . 


Hngletsdtung, 


Published  by 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANQLINQ  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-U oDthly.  Foreign  A"""»'  Bubaoription,  m,  8. 

F.  SCHIRMER,  Berlin  W.  Neuenbur^erSt.  ik. 


Read  Tlnia. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  gd.  ;  3  doz.  for  3s. ;  6  doz.  for  38.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  68. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

«JoIin  ISTlilte  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


o- EI  sr  nr  X.  XI  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKER80ILL,  M,  Market  Place,  Kelghley, 
York. 


MUDIE'S. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  2is.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  10s.6d.  YEARLY. 


TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,    SUBURBS,    and  PARCEL 
POST  5ent  on  application. 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 


Branch  Offices 


^241, 


BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 
QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C. 


Anglers  wishiner  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing:  the  Cam,  Onse,  &o., 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address :  9,  Market  Hill,  CambrldKe. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  Ctmes. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClECDLATES  THROUOHOUT  INDIA,  CBTLOK, 
BCRMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East, 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FOEIIS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOB  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16*.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  5d. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office  :  11,  Whitefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


PROPERTIES  With  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  he 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

jfiabina  (Basette, 

Established  1870. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling, 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper, 


Address  the  Proprietors — 

SAMPSON  LOW,  UARSTON  &  CO. 

Limited, 

St.  Dunatkn's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Londov. 
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s^ome  of  the  southern  waters  those  fish  have  not 
been  rising  as  well  as  usual.  Sea  angling  ha? 
afforded  good  sport  at  most  stations,  especially 
along  the  Atlantic  coast.  On  the  Cork  and  Kerry 
shores  good  takes  of  pollack,  gurnard,  bream, 
whiting,  scad,  and  mackerel  have  been  had  during 
the  week,  and  many  bass  were  also  had. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  continued  dry  weather,  combined  with  the 
prevailing  easterly  winds,  has  reduced  the  majority 
of  the  northern  rivers  to  below  summer  level,  and 
another  rousing  flood  is  badly  needed  to  freshen 
them  up.  Under  these  circumstances  good  or 
even  medio.  re  angling  is  not  at  all  possible. 
Salmon  fishing  on  the  Bush,  which  closes  on 
Sept.  30,  wa^  much  handicapped  fiom  the  above 
causes  in  the  past  fortnight,  the  fish  refusing  to 
rise  to  the  fly,  although  fairly  plentiful  all  over  the 
lower  reaches.  The  Maine,  which  provides  verv 
good  salmon  fishing  in  the  back  end,  would  fish 
well  if  a  bit  higher.  The  tributaries  are  very  low 
and  clear.  The  Bann  closes  to-day  (Saturday)  for 
this  season.  The  Erne  is  in  fair  order  and  the 
season  promises  to  end  up  fairly. 


IMPORTANT  FISHING  RIGHTS  CLAIM. 


Mb.  G.  a.  Bonner,  Revising  Barrister  for  the 
Loughborough  Division,  held  the  final  Court  for 
that  constituency  at  the  National  Schools,  Castle 
Donington,  on  Saturday  afternoon  (Sept.  23).  Mr. 
H.  S.  Neale  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Burton  represented  the 
Conservatives,  and  Mr.  John  Peer  and  Mr.  Chas. 
Bosworth  the  Liberals.  Two  claims  for  an  occupa- 
tion vote  in  respect  of  fishing  rights  were  made  by 
Mr.  Edward  Elsey,  J.P.,  Hopwell  Hall,  and  Mr. 
Albert  E.  Wildgoose,  Weston-on-Trent.  The  claim 
was  supported  by  the  Conservative  agents,  who 
contended  that  the  claimants  enjoyed  the  sole 
right  of  fishing  on  a  stretch  of  the  Trent  about  one 
mile  in  length  near  the  King's  Mills,  and  £60  per 
year  was  paid  as  rental  to  Mr.  Fred  Gretton,  of 
Donington  Park,  and  rates  were  paid  in  respect  of 
the  same.  Although  they  occupied  no  part  of  the 
land  adjoining  the  river  the  claimants  were  entitled 
to  stand  or  sit  upon  the  bank  for  the  purpose  of 
fishing.  This,  it  was  argued,  gave  the  necessary 
quaUfication  for  the  occupation  franchise,  inasmuch 
as  it  came  under  the  heading  of  "interests  arising 
out  of  land."  The  case  was  not  at  all  similar  to 
that  of  the  Wellington  .Angling  Society  (Notting- 
ham), whose  claims  were  disallowed  last  year.  This 
was  not  a  club,  but  a  purely  private  arrangement 
between  the  owner  of  the  estate  and  the  claimants. 
In  the  strict  legal  sense  the  fishing  right  constituted 
a  tenement,  and  carried  with  it  the  occupier's 
franchise.  Jlr.  Neale  said  that  there  were  electors 
whose  names  were  upon  the  registers  in  the  Lough- 
borough Divi;ion  who  held  the  vote  in  respect  of 
fishing  and  sporting  rights.  Mr.  John  Peer,  in 
opposing  the  clum,  contended  that  a  fishing  right 
ojuld  not  constitute  a  tene.-nent  or  carry  with 
it  an  occupier's  vote,  and  no  Act  of  Pa'-liament 
could  be  tited  in  favour  of  such  S,  claim.  Mr. 
Joseph  Timms,  who  stated  that  he  represented 
Mr.  J.  G.  Shields,  J.P.  (agent  for  Mr.  Gretton),  said 
that  there  was  no  legal  agreement  between  the 
owner  and  the  claimants  ;  it  was  simply  a  yearly 
tenancy,  and  the  arrangement  carried  with  it  no 
right  beyond  that  of  fishing  from  the  bank.  The 
Revising  Barrister  said  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
ouch  a  claim  before.  The  fishing  right  could  not 
possibly  be  a  tenement,  inasmuch  as  not  only  was 
there  no  shed  or  building  of  any  kind  rented,  but 
the  right  to  take  fish  from  the  river  could  by  no 
stretch  of  the  imagination  be  termed  "an  interest 
arising  out  of  land."  He  could  only  consider  a 
statute  of  Parliament,  and  he  had  not  been  able  to 
find  a  single  line  of  any  such  statute  which  could  sup- 
port the  claim.  The  very  land  on  which  the  tenant 
stood  to  fiih  was  in  the  occupation  of  another.  An 
intimation  had  been  given  to  the  effect  that  his 
predece-isora  in  the  Bar. liter's  Court  had  allowed 
similar  claims.  He  did  not  think  that  the  ca^es 
could  have  been  quite  similar.  However  that  may 
have  hieen,  he  did  not  allow  himself  to  be  bound  by 
any  ruling  of  any  other  Revising  Barrister,  and  he 
didn't  care  twopence  for  text  books.  Unless  a 
much  stronger  case  could  be  made  out  for  the 
claimants  he  should  have  to  deoide  against  them. 
A  tenement  must  include  a  budding  of  some  kind 
or  character,  and  also  land.  The  claim  would  be 
disallowed.  Mr.  Burton  :  That  being  so,  f-ir,  may 
I  ask  you  to  state  a  (  ase  ?  The  barristsr  :  Oh,  yes, 
Mr.  Burton,  you  can  have  a  case  willingly.  Prepare 
your  statement  of  facts  briefly,  and  send  it  to  ray 
officf)  in  London.  It  will  be  an  expensive  bu  iness, 
but  I  don't  mind.  Mr.  Burton  :  Will  you  reserve 
your  decision,  sir,  until  you  have  made  further 
inquiry  ?  The  barrister :  I  have  ma  le  up  my  mind 
on  the  question. — NoUingham  Guardian. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS, 

H.  Grant. — "  Can  you  say  what  bait  was  used  in 
the  capture  of  mullet  reported  in  your  i^suo  of 
Sept.  23  off  Plymouth  by  rod-liners  ?"  [Perhaps 
Mr.  Wm.  Hearder  would  kindly  answer. — Ed.] 


ILetters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE    CHICAGO   FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOURNAMENT  —  SOME    REFLECTIONS  ON 
THE  FLY-CASTING  SCORES. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Val  Conson's"  interesting  article 
on  the  fly-casting  scores  at  Chicago  and  the  conclu- 
sions he  arrives  at  are  rather  upset  by  the  fact  that 
the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament  was  held  in  England 
and  the  Chicago  Tournament  in  America.  It  seems 
quite  clear  that  the  atmospheric  or  other  conditions 
must  be  vastly  different.  This  is  the  only  oppor- 
tunity we  have  had  of  comparing  the  same  canter's 
records  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  and  while  we 
must  admit  that  it  is  possible  he  may,  bstween  the 
events,  have  greatly  improved  his  casting,  it  seems 
very  unlikely  that  the  conditions  could  have  been 
the  same.  Here  Mr.  Mills'  best  cast  in  the  lift.  6in. 
Competition  was  29yds.,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy's  best 
cast  34yd3.  The  results  of  the  three  Professional 
Single-handed  Fly  Rod  Competitors  weie  as 
follows : — 

Competition  C.    Rods  lift.  6in. 

1st— J.  J.  Hardy,  33yd.,  34yd.,  34yd.  ;  total,  101yd. 
2nd— L.  Hardy,  29yd.,  29yd.  1ft.,  30yd. ;  total, 
88yd.  1ft, 

3rd— E.  J.  Mills  28yd.,  28Jyd.,  29yd. ;  -totil,  85jyd. 
J.  Enright,  33yd.,  33yd.,  34yd.  2Et. ;  total,  100yd.  2ft. 

Mr.  Enright  was  disqualified,  his  rod  being  lin. 
too  long. 

Competition  O.    Rjds  5|oz. 
1st— J.  J.  Hardy,  29yd.,  29yd.,  28yd. ;  total,  86yd. 
2nd— F.  G.  Shaw,  23yd.,  28yd.  6ia.,  29yd. ;  total, 
85yd.  6in. 

3rd— E.  J.  Mills,  28iyd.,  23yd.,  28yd. ;  total,  84^yd. 
4th— L.  Hardy,  29|yd.,  27yd.  6iQ„  27yd.  ;  total, 
83yd.  2ft. 

In  bith  competitions  Me?srs.  J.  J.  Hardy,  L. 
Hardy,  and  F.  G.  Shaw  used  "  Hardy  "  cane-built 
steel  centre  rods ;  while  Mr.  Mills  used  "  Leonard  " 
cane-built  rods. 

In  the  Ambidexter  Competition  the  results  were, 
with  the  right  hand  : — 

1st— L.  Hardy.  33yd.,  30yd.,  30yd.  1ft. 

Mr.  Mills,  29yd.,  23yd  ,  2  7yd. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Mills  only  takes  third 
place  in  the  two  first  competitions,  and  is  not  placed 
in  the  third.  At  Chicago  Mr.  Mills  casts  with  a  rod 
10ft.  7in.  long,  weighing  8|oz. ,  120ft.,  or  33ft. 
more  than  he  did  in  England.  If  those  against 
whom  he  cast  in  England  had  been  present  at 
Chicago  and  had  not  exceeded  their  own  records, 
"  V.C.'s"  conclusions  might  have  been  fair. 

That  great  distances  can  be  cast  with  very  light 
rods  was  clearly  proved  at  the  "  Hardy"  Competi- 
tion held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on  July  23  of  last 
year,  where  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  gave  an  e.xhibition 
with  a  rod  weighing  3oz.  14dr.,  and  with  which  he 
cast  29yd.  At  this  meeting  it  may  be  remembered 
that  Mr.  Laurence  with  a  "Hardy"  5joz.  rod  cast 
31yd.  2ft.,  and  with  an  1  l^ft.  rod,  34  yd. 

We  do  not  seem  to  have  any  record  from  America 
of  distance  casting  with  the  5Joz.  rod,  but  under 
the  conditions  obtaining  in  this  country  Mr. 
Laurence's  31yd.  2ft.  will  be  bad  to  beat;  while 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy's  29yd.  with  a  rod  weighing  only 
3oz.  14dr.,  taken  on  the  "  Val  Conson's"  method  of 
"  ounce  for  ounce,"  and  compared  with  any  other 
record  on  length,  will  show  that  this  rod  got 
out  a  deal  more  line  in  comparison  to  its 
weight  than  an  8^oz.  giving  40yd.,  and 
must  settle  once  fur  all  the  silly  notion  that 
rods  cannot  be  built  in  England  to  give  results 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  th;se  built  either  in 
America  or  elsewhe  e.  Should  "  V.C."  have  any 
doubt  in  his  mind  about  this,  we  are  prepared  t> 
prove  it  to  him  up  to  the  very  hilt,  by  making  rods 
to  the  weights  of  his  own  and  testing  them  against 
his  fur  deflection.  We  are  further  prepared  to  uso  the 
sama  rods  against  him  or  any  man  he  cares  to  name  in 
a  distance  casting  competition,  or  in  any  other 
manner  he  chooses.  We  h  ipe  he  will  not  be  surpri  ed 
thit  English  manufacturers  should  demand  that 
what  is  practically  a  libel  on  their  manufaotu;e3 
should  bo  put  to  the  test,  for  he  must  remember 
that  the  Fishing  Gazelle  travels  far  and  wide,  and 
such  wild  statements  are  calculated  to  do  much 
damage  to  British  manufacturers  who  have  their 
reputation  and  interests  to  protect,  and  who  cannot 


afford  to  permit  such  statements  to  jiaas 
unchallenged, — Yours  truly. 

Hardy  Brothers. 

N.B.—"  V.C.'s"  catching  a  trout  of  2lb.  14oz, 
on  a  5oz.  rod  is  nothing  remarkable.  We  have 
plenty  of  records  of  4Joz.  rods  killing  clean  salmon 
of  101b.  This  spring  a  member  of  our  fii  m  landed 
thirteen  sea-trout  in  one  afternoon,  running  from 
l^lb.  to  12:Jlb.,  with  an  lift.  "Octagonal"  rod, 
weighing  lOoz, 


THE  CHICAGO  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  rather  amused  on  looking  at 
the  report  of  the  fishing  tournament,  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  to  find  that  the  professional  rod  makers, 
Leonard,  Peet,  and  Waddell,  used  the  following 
rods: — Leonard,  lift,  rod,  weighing  lOJoz. :  Peet, 
lift,  rod,  weighing  lO^oz. ;  Waddell,  lift,  rod, 
weighing  10|-oz. 

Where  are  these  featherweight  rods  that  we  hear  so 
much  about  ?  I  quite  agree  with  you  and  others 
that  a  rod  should  be  as  light  as  possible,  but  it 
must  be  consistent  with  strength — that  is,  backbone 
for  lifting  a  heavy,  long,  wet  line  out  of  the  water, 
and  propelling  it  again  into  the  teeth  of  half  a  gale 
of  wind.  This  cannot  be  done  by  the  flimsy  things 
which  they  call  light  fishing  rods. — Yours  faithfully, 

Redditch.  Alfred  Williams. 


FISHING  AT  ELLESMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  enclosed  two  snapshots  of  two 
separate  days'  takes  of  roach  and  bream,  and  roach 
hybrids  and  pike,  taken  by  my  friend  Mr.  G.  Thomp- 
son and  myself  (both  of  the  City  of  London  Pisca- 
torials)  at  Ellesmere,  Shropshire.  The  first  day's 
catch  weighed  in  all  401b.,  the  second  day's  78lb., 
and  not  a  fish  under  Jib.,  avo'-age,  lib.,  and  up 
to  l|lb. ;  the  hybrids  scaled  2|lb.,  and  fine  fish, 
giving  great  sport,  the  bream  running  from  2lb. 
to  51b.  I  fancy  it  proved  a  record  take  of  roach,  or 
at  least  for  some  two  years,  in  this  beautiful  district, 
which  is  so  little  known  to  southerners. 

The  bream  in  the  meres  are  abundant,  and  when 
on  the  feed  the  catches  run  into  hundredweights 
very  often. 

The  fish  bit  freely  from  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  on  both 
days,  and  on  the  last  day  we  had  a  singular  experi- 
ence which  is  worth  mentioning.  My  friend  hooked 
a  large  roach,  which  was  at  once  seized  by  a  pike  ; 
after  playing  the  two  fish  for  some  time,  to  enable 
the  pike  to  take  a  firmer  hold,  he  cleverly  played 
the  two  into  my  18in.  landing  net.  The  pike  weighed 
over  41b.  We  had  one  day's  fishing  for  pike  in 
Teninmere,  with  dead  fish  spitming  —  this  is  the 
smaller  of  the  chain  of  lakes  in  this  district — and  in 
a  very  short  time  had  taken  seven  fine  fish ;  unfoi  tu- 
nately,  there  was  no  boat,  or  we  should  have  had 
far  better  sport,  the  mere  simply  teemed  with  fish. 
There  only  being  stme  forty  yards  of  firm  ground, 
the  shore  otherwise  being  simply  a  peaty  bog,  we 
had  to  cast  out  as  far  as  possible,  and  after  hooking 
the  fish  had  to  drag  them  in  ashore  through  the  weeds 
and  lilies,  losing  some  fine  fish  by  this  process.  Our 
tikes  were  distiibuted  at  night  to  the  inhabitants, 
who  came  up  in  numbers  to  the  courtyard  of  the 
real  old-fashioned  and  comfortable  Red  Lion  Hotel, 
and  so  were  not  wasted.  They  one  and  all  declarecl 
that  fresh-water  fish  were  delicious  if  cooked  by  the 
Salop  method.  On  inquiry,  we  found  this  consisted 
of  stewing  the  fish  in  butter  or  dripping,  with  spice. 
We,  however,  preferred  to  take  the  will  for  the  deed 
and  leave  them  to  the  many  there  who  were  glad  of 
them. 

My  friend,  who  stayed  two  weeks,  had  some  good 
takes  to  his  own  rod,  and  am  glad  to  say  we  suc- 
ceeded in  adding  two  or  three  specimen  fish  to  our 
collection. — Yours  faithfully,     Ernest  J.  Orpin. 

[Mr.  Orpin  encloses  photos  of  the  fine  cat  hes  he 
refers  to. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  LOUGS  FERN, 
CO.  DONEGAL,  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  an  account  of  the  trout  fishing  at 
the  above  lough,  by  Mr.  E  Jgar  S.  Slirubsole,  pub- 
lished in  the  Bazaar  and  Marl,  and  also  in  your 
valuable  journal,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  about 
the  end  of  June,  he,  Mr.  Shrubsole,  says :  "Loush 
Fern  is  the  principal  water  to  be  fi-hed,  and  yields 
ba  kets  of  four  and  five  dozen  trout,  running  about 
three  to  the  pound,  with  an  occasional  larger  fish." 
Now  if  it  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  that  number 
of  trout  are  taken  by  one  angler  in  any  one  day,  I 
beg  to  say  that  his  (Mr.  Shi  ubsole's)  statement  is 
not  only  highly  coloured,  but  is  positively  erroneous 
and  misleading. 

I  am  an  old  fly  fisher,  with  upwards  of  thirty 
years'  experience,  and  recently  spent  a  fortnight  on 
Lough  Fern,  and  the  greatest  number  of  trout  taken 
by  me  in  any  one  day  was  seventeen,  and  this  was 
only  beaten  by  another  angler  who  caught  eighteen 
fish.    The  average  per  rod  per  day  would  not  exceed 
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more  tlim  about  a  dizen  fish.  One  oli  angler  t">ok 
about  2  to  trout  during  the  month  of  May,  and 
allowing  that  he  fiihei  only  twenty- four  days  would 
give  an  average  of  ten  fish  per  diy. 

The  country  round  about  Loug;h  Fern  is  extremely 
picturesque,  and  i?  a  very  healthy  resort  for  anyone 
requiring  a  complete  change  from  the  bustle  of  city 
life.  Comfortable  quarters  can  be  had  at  Lough 
Fern  Cottage,  kept  by  Miss  Margaret  Boyle,  which 
is  in  close  proximity  to  the  lough,  who  also  provides 
boats  and  men  on  reasonable  terms. — Yours  truly, 

Westfield  House,  Noble  O.  Danby. 

Seacombe,  Cheshire. 


FISHING  IN  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  letters  in  your 
issue  of  Sept.  23  on  thi?  subject,  permit  me  to  say 
that  if  I  contemplated  returning  to  any  part  of 
Donegal  for  fi-hing  another  season,  I  shouli  pre- 
viously asaertain  the  state  of  the  weather  and  the 
fishing  prospects  by  writing  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
hotel  or  fishing  manager  of  the  place  to  be  visited, 
and  act  accordingly. — Yours  truly, 

OxE  Who  was  There. 


THE  llLB.  2oz.  SEA-TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  query  as  to  whether 
the  sea-trout  I  secured  on  the  fly  in  Skye  played 
well,  I  can  only  say  he  did.  Of  course,  he  was  a 
stale  fi^h,  and  gave  me  a  large  share  of  sulking,  but 
when  he  did  fight  he  gave  just  about  as  much  play 
as  ray  light  tackle  and  lift,  rod  could  manage. 

His  exact  weight,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  previous 
letter,  is  1 1  lb.  2oz.,  and  at  the  request  of  several 
of  my  friends,  who  value  your  superior  knowledge, 
I  am  wiiting  to  ask  you  the  weight  of  the  largest 
sea-trout  taken  oa  the  fly  in  British  waters.  It 
would  be  interefiting  to  know  in  many  ways,  as,  of 
course,  the  average  run  of  sea  trout  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic  is  not  much  more  than  71b. 

The  fiih  is  beyond  all  question  a  trout,  and  a 
migratory  one,  but  whether  it  is  a  true  sea  trout  is 
rather  difficult  to  say.  With  keeping  its  colour  has 
changed  to  a  dark  brown  on  the  back,  and  spots  of 
the  brown  trout  nature  have  appeared  on  the  sides. 
The  fi-h  was  rather  brown  when  first  out  of  water, 
but  subsequently  went  black,  and  had  all  the  out- 
ward semblance  of  a  stale  sea  trout.  Is  the  fish  a 
brown  trout  whioh  has  become  migratory,  of  is  it  a 
hybrid  ? 

Perhaps  you  can  assist  me  to  solve  the  problem. 
■ — Yours  truly,  Frederick  G.  C.  Morris. 

[Frank  Buckland  records  that  at  the  end  of 
November,  1868,  the  Hon.  Charles  Ellis  caught 
with  the  rod  at  Bireham  Dubb  on  the  Tweed  a 
male  sea-trout  4ft.  lin.  in  length,  weighing  44lb., 
one  of  the  "Gray  Skull."  Perhaps  Mr.  Henry 
Ffennell  can  give  us  further  particulars  about  that 
fich.  Unles;  the  teeth  and  skin  of  Mr.  Morris'  fish 
have  been  retained,  it  is  now  impossible  to  say 
what  it  was.  Large  brown  trout  get  down  into 
estuaries  and  become  of  a  silvery  appearance. — Ed.] 

ESTATE  OF  RICHD.  T.  WILLIAMS,  LATE  OF 
LUGG  GREEN  COTTAGE,  KINGSLAND, 
FLY  DRESSER  AND  FISHING  TACKLE 
MAKER,  DECEASED. 

Dear  Sir, — Mrs.  Williams,  the  widow  of  this 
deceased,  is  now  desirous  of  disposing  of  ths  whole 
of  his  stock-in-trade,  comprising  about  100  fishing 
rods,  a  large  and  valuable  assortment  of  feathers, 
flies,  tackle  and  materials,  the  whole  of  which  was 
recently  valued  by  a  practical  man  at  £232.  Can 
you  sugge,-t  to  me  a  probable  purchaser  at  a 
reasonable  price  ?  Your  kind  assistance  will  be 
much  appreciated. — Y^'urs  truly, 

H.  J.  SouTHALL,  Solicitor. 

[I  told  Mr.  Southall  the  best  suggestion  I  coulJ 
make  was  to  publish  his  letter,  and  I  do  so  in  the 
hope  it  may  hel^)  Mrs.  Williams. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN  OCTOBER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  propose  spending  a  weak  in  Ireland 
with  a  friend  in  the  first  half  of  October.  Could 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  us  any 
infoimation  as  to  whether  we  could  get  any  salmon 
fishing,  whether  permission  to  fish  is  easy  or  difficult 
to  get,  and  what  are  the  best  rivers  1  and  oblige 
yours  truly,  Thomas  McGeoch. 

"FISHING  IN  THE  BACKWATER  AT 
WEYMOUTH." 
Dear  Sir. — It  was  very  gratifying  to  me  to  read 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  23  that  some  steps 
have  been  taken  at  Weymouth  to  stop  the  petty 
jealm-^y  and  annoyance  whijh  visiting  anglers  are 
put  to,  more  especially  when  angling  from  the 
Backwater  Dam.  In  the  summer  of  11)04  I  spent 
my  holidays  there,  and  had  to  put  up  with  a  lot  of 
annoyance  and  sneering  from  the  so-called  pro- 
fessional fishermen ;  and  on  one  occasion,  when  I 
had  fifty  yards  of  line  out  o.i  the  ebb  tide,  a  boat- 


man deliberately  crossed  me,  entangling  ma,  and 
eventually  breaking  me  up,  losiag  my  float  and  a 
gjod  gut  cast  in  consequence;  and  when  I  remon- 
strated with  hi  n  he  laughed  and  rowed  away.  For 
this  very  reason,  although  the  fishing  in  the  summer 
there  is  very  good,  I  decided  to  take  my  holiiay 
els3where  (Hastings),  where  I  had  very  good  river 
and  sea  fishing,  and  every  respect  shown  ma,  and 
help  given  me  by  the  local  anglers  to  obtain  sport. 

I  .should  very  much  like  to  spend  another  holiday 
at  Weymouth,  but  it  will  not  be  until  visiting 
anglers  can  enjoy  their  sport  there  unmolested  — 
Yours  trul3',  Percy  H.  Hvbbis, 

Devizes. 

RE  PARAFFIN  AND  EUCALYPTUS. 

Dear  Sib, — Odourless  paraffin  as  used  for  dry- 
fly  work  is  known  as  "  Paraffinum  Liquidum,"  or 
heavy  white  petroleum  oil,  spejifij  gravity  of  "880 
to  -885,  and  non-inflammable  and  odourless,  mixes 
with  eucalyptus  oil  in  any  proportion.  The  above 
must  not  be  confused  with  lower  members  of  the 
paraffin  hydrocarbons,  such  as  benzoline,  which  is 
highly  volatile  and  dangerously  inflammable,  and 
has  a  specific  gravity  of  070  to  -700.  Personally, 
I  do  not  think  ttie  mixture  of  a  dry-fly  oil  and 
midge  scare  would  work,  as  the  scent  of  eucalyptus 
would  pervade  the  air  for  a  considerable  distance, 
and  surely  no  fish  would  take  a  "  eucalyptus  fly." 
— Yo  urs  faithfully,  R.  S,  Lacey, 

Abingdon. 

P.S. — Fishing  very  slack  here, 
fl  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Lacey.    1  do  not 
think  the  eucalyptus  would  scare  the  trout. — Ed.] 


THAMES  ROACH. 
Dear  Sir, — You  ask  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
the  average  size  and  weight  of  the  forty-nine  roach 
I  caught  on  Aug.  8  at  Teddington.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  do  not  think  I  could  give  them  with  any 
certainty  ;  all  I  can  say  is  there  were  less  than  half 
a  dozen  under  size.  I  may  add  that  on  Aug.  9  I 
had  eighty-five,  but  over  the  sport,  or  want  of  it, 
the  next  day  it  is  as  well  to  draw  a  veil.  Such  is 
the  glorious  uncertainty  of  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

Lacius  H.  C-ary.  . 


A  GOOD  TAKE  OF  ROACH. 

D3AR  Sir, — It  may  interct  you  to  hear  of  a 
catch  of  fifteen  roach  I  hid  on  Sept.  15  in  a  river 
not  far  from  here.  The  weights  were  as  follows: — 
lib.  12jz.,  lib.  9ioz.,  lib.  8Joz.,  lib.  5ioz., 
lib.  3^02.,  lib.  2ioz.,  lib.  2oz.,  lib.  loz.,  and 
1  lb.,  the  rest  were  all  over  fib.,  the  fifteen  weighing 
161b.  3oz.  The  average  is  extraordinary,  I  think, 
as  also  the  fact  that  they  were  caught  in  3ft.  of 
water,  but  I  had  of  coursa  to  stir  up  the  mud 
higher  up  to  sc.een  myself  from  view. — Yours 
truly,  G.  G.  Heslop. 

Forncett  Rectory, 

Long  St.-atton,  No.  folk. 


THE  RECOVERY  OF  FLIES  ENTANGLED 
IN  BUSHES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  discovered  a  very  simple 
method  of  recovering  flies  when  entangled  in  bushes, 
provided  you  can  reach  them  with  the  point  of 
your  rod.  All  that  is  required  is  to  wind  up  your 
line  and  the  gut  trace  till  the  top  of  the  rod  reaches 
the  fly  and  the  rod  commences  to  bend,  then,  imless 
the  fly  is  embedded  in  very  strong  boughs,  it  comes 
away  at  once  in  the  top  ring,  otherwise  a  slight 
twist  of  the  rod  will  be  necessary.  I  have  never 
found  this  method  fail,  and  trust  it  may  prove  of 
use  to  my  brother  anglers. — Yours  truly, 

A,  W.  Parker. 


GORLESTON— A  QUESTION  AND  AN 
EXPLANATION, 
Dj;ar  Sir, — It  has  frequently  been  asked  why 
has  not  this  picturesque,  admirably-situated  little 
place  devel  iped  a  winter  season.  There  are  two 
excellent  hotels,  numerous  comfortable  boarding- 
houses,  electric  trams  to  Yarmouth  for  those  who 
seek  the  theatre  and  music-hall  in  the  evening,  a 
railway  station  not  half  a  mile  from  the  sea.  cheap 
fares  to  Lowestoft,  etc.,  convenient  for  Fritton, 
Ormesby,  and  Filby  Broads,  plenty  of  codling,  and 
yet  no  winter  season.  It  seems  strange,  indeed,  at 
first  sight,  and  yet  a  little  thojght  demonstrates 
the  reason  at  once.  The  anglers  are  frightened 
away,  and  the  bogey  who  frightens  them  is  a 
very  real  bogey — a  bogey  with  a  big  draw-net 
which  he  uses  most  assiduously  before  the  anglers' 
very  eyes.  Recently  some  forty  anglers  were 
fishing  from  the  quay  on  the  flood  tide  some 
hours  before  high  water,  the  while  a  certain  fisher- 
man was  busy  with  his  not  almost  immediately 
opposite,  if  anything  a  little  higher  up.  The  anglers 
caught  between  them,  say,  fifty  fiih — a  liberal  esti- 
mate for  the  first  week  in  Soptember— but  on  the 
ebb  they  caught  nothing.    The  reason  is  obvious — 


the  fish  that  should  have  returnod  on  tha  ebb  were 
caught  in  the  net.  Rumjur  hath  it  ninetean  score 
were  so  caught.  Tha  natural  result  is  that  tha 
angler  goes  elsewhere.  Such  practices  may  or  may 
not  be  legal.  O.ie  thing  is  very  certain,  they  are 
very  unwise. 

The  type  of  visitor  who  can  take  his  holiday 
when  he  likes  for  the  sake  of  the  fishing  is  surely 
likely  to  be  of  better  financial  positloa  than  that  of 
the  crowds  who  are  glad  to  enjoy  a  fortnight  in  the 
sammer  months.  Surely  these  visitors  should  bs 
encourage  1 — surely  they  would  prove  more  re- 
munerative to  Gorlestonians.  No  one  for  one 
momont  begrudge?  the  individual  fisherman  his 
catch,  or  suggest  that  he  has  no  right  to  earn  an 
honest  livelihood  in  the  way  he  thinks  best,  pro- 
viding (and  this,  of  cour.se,  is  doubtful)  that  he  is 
not  infringing  the  law  ;  but  when  it  is  apparent  to 
everyone  that  the  whole  stretch  of  beach  from  the 
wooden  breakwater  to  Hopton  Gap  is  available  to 
this  form  of  enterprise,  one  can  only  marvel  at  the 
narrow-mindedne.ss,  if  not  greediness,  that  is  one  of 
the  primary  factors  in  depriving  Gorleston  of  a 
winter  season. — Yours  truly,  A  Visitob. 


FISH  KILLED  IN  MATLOCK  DALE. 

D;5Ar  Sir. — I  herewith  enclose  a  small  grayling 
which  I  took  out  of  the  River  Darwent,  Matlock 
Dale,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  are  a  great  many 
that  have  died,  some  a  size  larger,  being  a  year 
olJer  (but  I  could  not  get  these  out,  being  in  deep 
water),  and  also  a  few  small  trout.  No  large  gray- 
ling or  trout  could  be  seen  dead  ;  they  appear  to  be 
the  most  affected  between  Dirleydale  and  Matlock 
Bath.  Can  you  throw  any  light  as  to  the  cause  of 
this  disastrous  affair,  or  what  the  fish  have  died  of  ? 
— Yours  truly,  Jas.  Henstock. 

[The  fish  was  perfectly  healthy,  and  has  evidently 
died  of  the  effects  of  some  poisonous  matter  which 
has  got  into  the  river  from  a  drain  probably. — Ed.J 

POTATO  AND  OTHER  BAITS  FOR  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  all  the  more  interested  in  the  I 
article  by  "M.,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  23,  ! 
as  I  had  for  some  time  been  using  boiled  potato  as  1 
a  successful  variant  to  the  usual  pastes  among  shy  ' 
roach  i.i  the  canals  near  this  town,  which  are  much 
fished,  both  with  pastes  and  wheat,  and  heavily 
ground- baited. 

In  these  still  waters  I  find  the  best  way  is  to 
nibble  off  a  tiny  bit  of  the  waxy  potato,  just 
enough  to  cover  a  No.  13  hook.  An  equally  tiny  | 
morsel  of  crust  is  often  good  as  a  change.  The  A 
addition  of  powdered  white  sugar  to  bread  paste- 
seems  to  ma'<e  it  more  seductive,  but  very  tender, 
for  it  goes  at  the  slightest  nibble.  Sometimes  I 
have  found  Dutch  cheese,  well  worked  up  in  the 
paste,  an  attractive  adjunct.  Currants,  both  red 
and  white,  are  worth  ti  ying  in  summer,  also  the 
common  hou-efly,  fished  on  the  bottom  like  gentle. 
•  While  roach  fishing  lately  I  have  caught  a  few 
gudgeon  with  small  baits  both  of  paste  and  potato. 
Yesterday  afternoon,  with  paste,  potato,  and 
noquettes,  I  had  seventeen  roach,  one  of  lib., 
and  the  next  a  little  under,  and  a  small  braam. 
Hardly  any  of  the  larger  bream,  31b.  to  51b., 
have  been  caught  this  season.  J 

A  compound  in  very  general  us3  here,  both  as  f 
hook  and  ground-bait,  is  tourteau  de  chinevis,  or  ' 
hemp-seed  cattle-cake.  As  ground-bait  it  is  broken  i 
up  or  pounded,  and  mixed  up  with  bread,  bran,  ^ 
and  earth.  S  )metime3  large  pieces  are  thrown  ia  j 
whole,  and  bites  are  often  found  to  occur  at  the  •J 
precise  spot  where  they  lie.  For  the  hook  it  is  * 
made  up  into  noquettes,  or  pills,  aromatically  '; 
perfumed,  pierced  and  threaded,  the  hook  being  \ 
hung  under  the  knot  of  the  thread.  jj 

It  appears  to  be  often  taken  with  the  hook  J 
exposed,  but  I  find  it  better  to  cover  point  and  i 
barb  with  a  tiny  pellet  of  paste,  or  small  grain  of  \ 
wheat  or  morsel  of  crust.  Some  angle."3  cut  rough  ? 
pieces  of  the  cake,  and  often  find  them  taken  by  ^ 
the  larger  roach.  This  cohapound  certainly  has  a  v 
special  attraction  both  for  roach  and  bream.  The  ^ 
rough  cake  costs  about  three  half-pence  a  pound.  i 

The  pe  fume i  "pills"  are  sold  at  tackle  shops.  ■] 
I  enclose  small  sample  of  the  cake  in  the  rough,  •; 
and  of  both  shop-s  )ld  and  hand-made  baits  of  the  j 
same. — Yours  faithfully,         Chas.  A.  Payton.  | 

Calais,  Sept.  25, 

  ^5 

COARSE  FISHING  IN  SOMERSET  OR  ? 
DORSET  WANTED  IN  OCTOBER. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  J 

any  of  your  readers  who  c^uld  furnish  me  with  the  ^ 

names  and  addresses  of  any  cottagers  or  farmers  » 

living  close  to  a  good  coarse  fishing  rivei  in  Somerset  J 

or  Dorset,  who  could  accommodate  me  with  lodging  ^ 

and  fishing  for  a  fortnight  in  October.  —  Yours  ^ 

truly.  Roach.  j 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Those  New  Zealand  Trout— A  Few  Survivors. 

I  WAS  glad  to  get  this  note  from  Mr.  Carr,  of  the 
agdon  Lake  Fishery.    It  seems  that,  like  Mr. 
Severn,  he  succeeded  in  saving  a  few  of  the 

-  "  Dear  Me.  Marston, — You  will  no  doubt  think 
me  a  bit  careless  not  reporting  you  on  New 
Zealand  ova  before  now.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
have  been  too  busy.    However,  I  did  not  neglect 
the  ova.    I  made  a  record  run  from  Paddington  to 
T'.l agdon,  left  Paddington  by  the  4.15,  arrived  in 
Bristol  at  6.30,  took  train  for  Yatton  a  few  minutes 
later,  and  caught  the  train  due  at  Blagdon  at  7.35 
— 'a  lucky  hit' — and  got  to  Uhley  Mill  shortly 
after  8  p.m.    I  had  the  box  unpacked,  and  the 
traj'  containing  the  ova  placed  in  iced  water.  I 
then  picked  out  every  egg  with  the  ghost  of  a 
liance  of  hatching.    After  four  days  about  a  .score 
'  tchcd  out  and  died — I  expected  they  would ; 
n  the  fifth  day  all  the  others  hatched  out,  and 
sa\n  several  died,  leaving  me  with  about  forty. 
1  have  now  some  twenty-five  strong  alevins,  and 
about  a  dozen  with  curved  spines." 


Nest  of  the  Marsh  Warbler. 
Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  writes:  — 
The  ornithological  note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Sept.  23  interested  me  greatly.  I  have  known 
of  five  nests  of  the  marsh  warbler  within  a  few  miles 
of  my  home,  and  have  in  my  collection  one  egg 
taken  from  each  of  two  of  these  nests.  A  third  egg 
I  took  from  a  nest  found  by  my  son  when  we  were 
fishing  in  Wiltshire.  As  far  as  I  know  it  is  the  only 
recorded  in.stance  in  that  county,  and  I  sent  a  note 
to  the  Zoologist  at  the  time.  I  have  never  actually 
found  the  nest  myself,  though  on  two  occasions  the 
luck  of  di.scovery  fell  to  my  companion,  who  was 
helping  me  in  the  search  only  a  few  yards  away. 
Resides  the  neighbourhoods  mentioned  in  the  extra^-.t 
you  gave,  nests  have  been  found  near  Oxford  more 
than  once  by  Mr.  W.  Wardc  Fowler,  whose  •  Tales 
of  the  Birds '  have  delighted  hundreds  of  readers 
besides  those  who  have  some  special  ornithological 


interest.  No  one  with  an  eye  for  such  things  can 
easily  mistake  the  marsh  warbler's  nest  and  eggs 
for  those  of  the  comparatively  common  reed  warbler. 
I  have  compared  the  nests,  their  position,  materials, 
and  contents,  on  several  occasions,  and  if  one  has 
the  good  fortune  to  hear  the  marsh  warbler  in  full 
song,  it  is  a  treat  never  to  be  forgotten.  It  has 
splendid  powers  of  mimicry.  I  find  in  my  diary  of 
June  22,  1894,  the  following  memorandum : — '  The 
cock  was  in  splendid  song,  and  imitated  thrush, 
skylark,  great  tit,  willow  wren  (call  note  and  song), 
greenfinch,  swallow,  whinchat,  pied  wagtail.  All 
these  were  quite  unmistakable.  Also,  the  song  at 
times  became  very  like  that  of  the  goldfinch,  chaf- 
finch, and  nightingale.' 

"  I  also  saw  a  nest  of  the  shoveller  this  year,  with 
eight  or  nine  eggs.  My  son  took  a  splendid  photo- 
graph of  it,  and  another  of  the  common  mallard  not 
far  off.  For  obvious  reasons  I  do  not  mention  the 
locality." 

I  envy  Mr.  Hall  his  knowledge  of  bird  life.  I 
fear,  like  many  other  anglers,  I  have  to  be  con- 
tented with  often  hearing  and  seeing  and  being 
enchanted  by  birds  one  could  not  identify. 

Sport  at  Blagdon  Lake. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  who  was 
singularly  unfortimate  in  his  choice  of  days  at 
Blagdon  in  May  and  June,  broke  his  spell  of  bad 
luck  before  the  end  of  the  season.  From  our 
reports  of  Sept.  16  and  23  it  wiU  be  seen  that  in 
four  days  he  got  twenty-four  trout,  weighing 
741b.  5oz.  Of  these  he  appears  to  have  only  kept 
thirteen,  with  an  aggregate  weight  of  close  on  50lb. 
The  six  best  fish  weighed  51b.  15oz.,  41b.  15oz., 
51b.  9oz.,  41b.  3oz.,  5lb.  4oz.,  61b.  12oz.  respectively, 
showing  an  average  of  very  nearly  Sjlb.  A  very 
excellent  finish  to  a  season  which  began  with  many 
disappointments. 


A  Tremendous  Rise  of  Fish. 

Doubtless  many  anglers  wondered,  as  I  did, 
what  would  happen  to  the  fish  when  they  exploded 
those  eighty  tons  of  dynamite  in  the  Suez  Canal. 
From  the  reports  in  all  the  papers  it  appears  that 
hundreds  of  fish  went  up  over  two  thousand  feet — 
the  record  rise,  I  should  think. 


Nelson. 

In  this  "Nelson"  year  it  is  well  that  anglers 
should  remember  our  greatest  fighter  was  a  keen 
angler. 


Angling  and  Fish  Protection  in  Victoria,  Australia. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Kingsbury,  president  of  the  Essendon 
Fish  Protection  Society  and  Anglers'  Club,  Victoria, 
Australia,  in  sending  me  some  interesting  particulars 
of  the  work  of  the  society,  referred  to  on  another 
page,  says :  "  As  you  will  perceive  from  the  report, 
we  are  a  young  club,  having  only  been  in  existence 
two  years ;  nevertheless,  we  number  among  our 
members  men  who  have  been  energetic  and  instru- 
mental in  stocking  our  rivers  and  streams  in 
Victoria  with  English  trout  from  descendants  of 
the  fish  in  the  egg  stage  sent  out  by  Messrs.  Frank 
Buckland,  Francis  Francis,  James  Youl,  in  1862." 
It  is  very  pleasant  to  be  able  to  chronicle  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  from  time  to  time  the  strong  and 
successful  manner  in  which  the  true  angling  spirit 
is  bursting  out  in  every  part  of  our  empire. 


Is  there  any  hope  for  the  River  Almond 
in  Perthshire  ? 

The  Almond  was  formerly  one  of  the  best  trout 
and  sea-trout  rivers  in  Scotland,  but  for  many 
years  the  manufacturers  have  been  allowed  to  use 
it  as  a  sewer.  I  was  therefore  very  glad  when  Mr. 
E.  M.  Tod  called  my  attention  to  the  following 
letter  which  appeared  in  the  Scotsman  of 
Oct.  3:  — 

"Tboxjt  in  the  Almond 

"  Cramond  Brig,  Oct.  2. 
"  Sm, — The  following  incident  maybe  of  interest 
to  those  of  your  readers  who  are  anglers.  On 
Saturday,  when  one  of  the  row  boats  in  the  river 
Almond  at  Cramond  was  being  taken  ashoi'e  for 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Gratliho  Flies.— Now  Keady,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  iab]eot"— KtAin^  Oatttte. 


the  season,  the  owner  was  surprised  to  find  a  sea- 
trout  disporting  itself  in  the  rain-water  that  had 
gathered  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  The  fish 
weighed  over  1  lb.  in  weight,  and  was  in  the  pink 
of  condition.  This  is  the  second  time  within  a 
few  weeks  a  trout  has  been  captured  in  this  un- 
usual manner  at  Cramond.  The  Almond  is,  at 
present,  comparatively  free  from  pollution,  and 
there  has  been  a  good  show  of  sea-trout  in  the  tidal 
reaches  of  the  river. 

"  If  ever  the  efforts  of  the  Mid-Lothian  County 
Council  to  stop  the  pollution  of  the  river  meet  with 
any  measure  of  success,  the  Almond  will  very  soon 
stock  itself  with  fish. — I  am,  etc., 

"  Chas.  Campbell." 

"  Fishes  I  have  Met." 

It  is  not  often  that  such  a  keen  angler  as  Mr. 
Arthur  A.  Beavan  is  fortunate  enough  to  get  fishing 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  able  to  describe  his 
experiences  so  pleasantly  as  he  does  in  his  "  Fishes 
I  have  Met,"  which  Mr.  Fisher  Unwin  published 
on  Oct.  2.  Anglers  are  proverbially  good  story- 
tellers, but  if  Mr.  Beavan  competed  seriously  for 
the  copper  kettle  he  would  want  some  beating.  He 
seems  to  have  sailed  or  steamed  about  the  world  in 
a  gloriously  happy-go-lucky  fashion,  and  whenever 
his  vessel  stopped  for  an  hour  or  two  Mr.  Beavan 
was  ready  with  his  tackle  and  makes  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  wonderful  fish  he  met  by  pulUng  them 
on  board.  Occasionally  the  meeting  was  short,  as 
when  he  hauled  up  some  nightmare  of  a  monster 
and  was  glad  to  cut  the  line  and  let  it  go  when  its 
head  appeared  above  the  surface.  Mr.  Beavan's 
very  pleasant  little  book  of  gossip  has  been  charm- 
ingly produced  by  Mr.  Fisher  Unwin,  the  illustra- 
tions being  numerous  and  excellent. 

Mr.  Gear's  Coloured  Casts  of  Fish. 

I  said  last  week,  in  noticing  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  tackle  exhibition  and  Mr.  Gear's  excellent 
coloured  casts  of  sea  fish,  that  I  should  like  to  see 
any  freshwater  fish  he  has  done.  On  Wednesday 
he  kindly  called  and  showed  me  a  bream,  the 
best  coloured  cast  of  a  bream  I  have  ever  seen.  A 
salmon's  head  was  also  wonderfully  well  done. 
The  material  of  which  the  cast  is  made  is  very 
light — something  like  pajder  mache,  I  should  thiok. 

A  New  Art  Metal  Fly  Case. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  the  wholesale 
fishing  rod  and  tackle  manufacturers  of  Eedditch, 
send  me  a  sample  of  their  new  "art  metal  eyed 
fly  box,"  which  is  so  neat,  light,  and  attractive  in 
appearance,  and  cheap,  that  it  will  sell  itself.  The 
metal  cover  has  the  word  "Flies"  in  raised  bronze 
letters,  which  stand  out  well  against  the  matt  silver 
of  the  box  lid ;  then  there  is  a  reel,  four  flies  on 
eyed  hooks,  and  a  brace  of  Blagdon  trout — I  judge 
they  are  Blagdons  from  great  size  of  the  embossed 
March  Browns.  Finally,  as  a  central  ornament, 
just  under  the  last  four  letters  of  the  "Flies,"  we 
have  an  archer  drawing  the  long  bow — a  pleasant 
reminder  to  the  angler  that  "it  is  not  all  of  fishing 
to  fish." 


Rapid  Ruin  of  a  Grand  French  Salmon  River. 

"  In  1892  the  catch  of  salmon  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Loire  (France)  amounted  to  200,000  kilos 
(over  400,0001b.);  in  1902,  ten  years  later,  the  take 
had  fallen  to  25,000  kilos  (about  50,0001  b.);  in  1903  it 
was  only  some  9600  kilos,  and  in  all  probability  has 
been  lets  since." 

I  have  taken  this  extract  from  a  most  interesting 
and  useful  brochure,  entitled,  "  Feche  et  Reprodiic- 
tioji  du  Sau7uon  en  Loire,"  written  by  F.  Benardeau, 
Conservator  of  Waters  and  Forests  at  Tours,  who  was 
appointed  by  the  government  to  hold  an  inquiry 
into  the  condition  of  the  fisheries  of  the  Loire. 
M.  Benardeiu  appears  to  have  done  his  work  admir- 
ably, establishing  influential  committees  in  no  less 
than  twenty-four  "  departements  "  interested  in  the 
grand  river,  and  holding  inquiries. 

Why  THE  Loire  Salmon  is  Disappeakixg. 
The  causes  of  the  falling  off  in  the  supply  cf  Loire 
salmon  are  given  as  poaching,  pollutii  n  uf  the  water 
from  factories,  etc.,  denuding  the  banks  of  the  river 
and  its  tributaries  of  trees,  obstacles  to  ascent  of 
the  fish,  over-netting,  and  unfair  fishing.  At  many 
places  the  fish-passes  are  useless,  or  nearly  so,  and 
the  few  fish  which  got  up  to  the  spawning  beds 
were  often  at  the  mercy  of  the  poachers^  But  t 
think  it  is  quite  clear  from  the  statements  of  M. 
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Benardeau  that  it  is  the  grasping,  short-sighted 
policy  of  the  netsmen  in  the  lower  reaches  which 
does  most  harm,  and  next  the  pollutions  of  all  kinds, 
especially  on  the  smaller  tributaries,  where  the 
volume  of  water  is  insufiScient  to  neutralise  the 
poisons  poured  in.  So  short-sighted  are  the  nets- 
men  near  the  tidal  waters  that  they  want  to  be 
allowed  to  fish  all  night  and  all  the  year,  on  the 
plea  that  the  salmon  do  not  spawn  in  the  Loire ! 

Habits  of  Loire  Salmon. 

Some  interesting  notes  relating  to  the  habits 
and  natural  history  of  Loire  salmon  are  given 
by  M.  Benardeau,  as  well  as  tables  and  charts. 
For  instance.  Table  No.  1  gives  the  number  and 
average  weight  of  the  salmon  caught  daily  between 
Jan.  11,  1890,  and  Jan.  10,  1891,  in  the  Loire 
between  Nantes  and  Paimbceuf,  as  well  as  the  direc- 
tion and  force  of  the  wind  each  day.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  the  average  weight  of  Loire  salmon 
in  January  is  about  181b. ;  in  February  about  161b. ; 
in  March  about  121b. ;  in  April  about  101b. ;  in  May 
about  101b. ;  in  June  about  81b. ;  in  July  about  4lb. 
to  51b. ;  in  August  very  few  fish  are  caught  of  about 
41b.  to  51b.,  practically  none  after  the  first  week  ; 
September  is  a  blank  as  regards  salmon,  and  also 
the  first  half  of  October ;  then  the  heavier  fish 
begin  to  come  in,  and  the  average  is  over  181b.  ; 
November  shows  the  heaviest  run,  over  2000  salmon, 
averaging  over  181b.,  being  taken,  sometimes  from 
200  to  250  in  a  day.  The  statistics  of  the  force  and 
direction  of  the  wind  appear  to  show  that  running 
silmon,  at  any  rate  in  the  Loire,  do  not  bother 
about  the  wind  if  the  water  is  right.  Thus  we  find 
150  fish  taken  in  February  in  a  north-east  gale  on 
the  15th,  then  300  in  a  strong  east  wind  next  day, 
and  the  day  after  100  in  a  strong  south-east  wind. 
North  and  north  east  winds  afe  recorded  as  prevail- 
ing oftenest,  and  so  naturally  more  fish  are  caught 
in  them. 

According  to  the  fishermen,  salmon  run  into  the 
Loire  from  the  ocean  most  freely  during  very  stormy 
weather,  especially  in  north-east  and  north-west 
gales,  and  that  fish  are  numerous  after  neap  tides. 
They  say  that  the  height,  clearness,  or  temperature 
of  the  water  in  the  estuary  have  little  or  no  effect 
on  the  migrations.  In  thick  water  they  catch  more 
fish,  but  they  cannot  say  whether  that  is  because 
more  fish  run  then  or  because  the  fish  cannot  see 
the  nets. 

Growth  of  Eggs  in  Salmon. 

Table  2  gives  particulars  of  the  date  of  capture, 
length  from  eye  to  fork  of  tail,  and  weight,  of  over 
100  salmon,  together  with  the  size  and  weight  of 
the  eggs  or  milt  in  each  fish.  From  this  table  it 
■would  seem  that  the  average  weight  of  salmon 
caught  in  the  "Loire  Maritime"  is — male  about 
191b.,  female  about  171b.,  and  weight  of  the  milt 
O\009,  and  of  the  eggs  O\035.  The  same  table 
shows  <hat  in  salmon  passing  Nantes  on  the  Lower 
Loire,  between  Oct.  1  and  Jan.  10,  the  eggs  and 
milt  are  very  little  developed,  in  fact  the  eggs  are 
no  bigger  than  pins'  heads,  and  the  milt  is  almost 
invisible.  It  also  shows  that  fish  running  in  from 
the  sea  in  later  months  show  much  more  develop- 
ment of  ova  and  milt;  for  instance,  in  June  and 
July  the  eggs  of  fish  caught  in  the  mouth  of  the 
river  are  already  as  large  as  small  peas,  and  the 
milt  is  becoming  larger,  softer,  and  of  a  whitish 
colour.  The  table  confirms  the  opinion  generally 
held — namely,  that  Loire  salmon  enter  the  river 
with  eggs  and  milt  but  little  developed,  and  that 
development  goes  on  during  their  sojourn  in  the 
river,  and  is  completed  when  the  fish  have  arrived 
at  the  spawning  beds. 

Remedies  Proposed  for  the  Loire. 
The  remedies  suggested  by  the  Loire  Inquiry 
Gommitfees  include,  as  well  as  proper  protection 
and  well  regulated  fishing,  especially  in  the  lower 
reaches,  salmon  culture  at  suitable  places,  where 
the  young  fish  can  be  liberated  with  a  view  to  le- 
establish  the  run  of  fish  to  the  higher  parts  of  the 
Loire  and  its  tributaries;  also  the  erection  of  suit- 
able fish-passes.  Fish-passes  of  different  kinds  are 
described,  that  of  Col.  Marshall  MacUonald  and 
the  Camere  fish-pass  being  considered  the  best. 
Except  by  the  net  fishermen  near  the  sea,  the  whole 
population  on  the  banks  of  the  Loire,  which  runs 
through  the  heart  of  France,  is  in  favour  of  any 
reasonable  efforts  to  restore  the  river  to  its  former 
condition,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  succeed. 
I  have  given  these  particulars  because  what  is  taking 
place  on  the  Loire  has  taken  place  on  scores  of  our 
.almon  rivers.  j,_  Makston. 


THE  LATE  MICHAEL  EOGAN. 


"Dear  Sir, — I  am  sure  many  of  your  readers 
will  regret  to  hear  of  the  death,  on  Aug.  13,  of 
Michael  Rogan,  of  Ballyshannon,  at  the  ago  of 
seventy-two.  He  was,  without  doubt,  one  of  the 
best  artists  in  fly  dressing  known,  and  his  Fiery 
Brown  has  a  world-wide  reputation.  He  sat  at  his 
bench  for  sixty-two  years,  and  it  was  always  a 
pleasure  to  call  in  and  chat  with  him  whilst  he 
dressed  some  special  pattern  for  you.  There  is  no 
doubt  his  work  was  his  hobby,  and  he  was  never 
so  happy  as  when  engaged  in  following  it.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  business  which  old  Michael 
has  built  up  will  be  ably  carried  on  by  his  sons, 
who  have  had  the  benefit  of  this  artist's  experience. 
— Yours  faithfully,  "  Le aster  Dixon. 

"Settle,  Yorks." 

Mr.  James  Rogan  sends  us  the  following  account 
from  a  local  paper  at  the  time  of  his  death :  — 
"A  Notable  Fishing  Expert  Dead. 

"  On  Tuesday  last  the  interment  took  place 
in  the  family  enclosure  in  the  grounds  of  St.  Mary's 
Catholic  Chapel,  The  Rock,  Ballyshannon,  of 
Michael  Rogan.  Deceased  had  been  suffering  for 
about  three  months  from  a  throat  affection.  Every 
available  local  medical  skill  was  requisitioned,  and 
deceased  himself  visited  the  most  celebrated  ex- 
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The  late  Michael  Rogan. 

perts  in  the  metropolis  to  battle  with  the  ailment, 
but  their  efforts  were  unavailing,  and  with  the 
greatest  resignation  deceased  awaited  the  end,  for 
which  he  was  well  prepared  by  the  consolations  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  succumbed  on  Sunday 
last  surrounded  by  his  sorrowing  family.  Few 
men  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  or  probably  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  were  in  his  way  better  knoAvn  or 
more  widely  celebrated  than  Michael  Rogan.  He 
was  probably  one  of  the  greatest  experts  in  salmon 
and  trout  angling  to  be  found  in  the  British  Isles, 
and  his  artistically  tied  flies  were  copied  throughout 
Europe,  from  Norway  to  the  Mediterranean.  His 
father  was  a  keen  sportsman,  tying  his  own  flies  to 
such  effect  that  he  was  the  wonder  of  the  simple 
dwellers  on  the  shores  of  the  Erne  at  that  period, 
who  ascribed  his  success  to  probably  something 
other  than  superior  knowledge.  In  adverse  cir- 
cumstances this  knowledge  was  turned  to  profit, 
and  the  'gentle  art'  taught  to  his  son,  the  de- 
ceased, and  the  artistic  secret  has  not  been  lost  to 
posterity,  as  his  sons  also  ply  the  art.  Michael 
Rogan,  in  his  career  on  the  Erne,  was  in  attendance 
on  some  of  the  celebrities  of  the  age,  and  many 
occupants  of  the  Viceregal  Lodge,  amongst  them 
being  Earl  Spencer  and  the  late  Lord  Randolph 
Churchill.  Then  his  exhibits  of  his  cuts  were 
always  successful  at  the  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  London.  '83,  and  later  at  the  Cork 
International  Exhibition.  As  might  be  expected, 
the  funeral  was  largely  attended.    The  remains 


were  removed  from  his  residence,  Bridge  En< 
House,  for  interment  at  St.  Mary's,  The  Rock 
Ballyshannon,  at  three  o'clock.    The  coffin  was 
massive   polished  oak,   beautifully  furnished 
brass,  and  on  the  shield  was  a  simple  inscriptiol 
recording  the  name  and  age  of  deceased.   A  wreatl 
of  immortelles  from  a  particular  lady  friend  wa 
the  only  flowers.    The  chief  mourners  were  thj 
three  sons  of  deceased — Patrick,  James,  and  Francii 
David.    The  general  public  were  represented  bj 
all  classes  and  creeds  in  Ballyshannon  and  th( 
surrounding  district,  for  a  radius  of  many  miles  in 
fact.    General  Beresford,  an  ardent  sportsman, 
travelled  all  the  way  from  his  residence  by  thej 
morning  train  to  pay  a  last  sad  tribute.    Rev.  SM 
Marron,  C.C.,  officiated  in  the  little  chapel,  th« 
altars  of  which  were  draped  in  black,  and  at  th^ 
grave.  Father  Marron,  in  a  few  words  of  panegyric,;^ 
paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  memory  of  deceased,! 
and  at  the  grave  asked  for  the  suffrages  of  thos  ' 
present  for  the  repose  of  his  soul,  which  wer^ 
fervently  rendered  on  bended  knees. — R.I. P." 


STRET-PEGGING. 


I  have  no  doubt  some  of  your  readers  have  been 
told  that  in  the  above  style  of  fishing  (1)  the  float 
should  never  be  more  than  4yd3.  or  5yd3.  from  the 
rod-top,  (2)  that  it  may  be  allowed  to  go  down 
a  gentle  current  2in.  or  3in.  at  a  time,  keeping 
a  tight  line  all  the  while,  and  allowing  it  to  creep 
gradually  down,  down,  holding  it,  as  it  were,  and 
then  permitting  it  to  go  another  inch  or  two  until 
it  has  travelled  from  4yd3.  to  14yds.,  and  taken 
seven  or  eight  minutes  to  accomplish  it;  truly,  a 
very  deadly  method  when  using  either  creed  wheat, 
gentles,  worms,  or  paste,  but  I  do  not  call  that 
stret-pegging. 

In  reply  to  the  first  statement,  I  grant  this  is  a 
very  comfortable  distance  when  seated,  or,  say, 
when  fishing  in  an  opening  between  two  bushes — 
one  fcits  against  the  bush  situated  highest  up  the 
stream,  and  allows  the  float  to  stay  just  under  the 
edge  of  the  other,  and  a  capital  place  too,  in  4ft. 
or  5ft.  of  water,  with  perhaps  a  nice  eddy  at  the 
corner  of  the  bush ;  but  the  fact  is,  the  actual 
distance  must  be  entirely  regulated  by  circum- 
stances, special  circumstances  require  special  rules ; 
and  the  position  in  which  one  is  placed  must  be 
studied,  and  I  cannot  help  saying  the  same  remark 
sometimes  applies  to  the  manner  in  which  the  rod 
should  be  held,  because  I  know  several  anglers  who 
hold  the  rod  with  the  left  hand  placed  about  15in. 
above  the  reel  and  manipulate  the  reel  entirely 
with  their  right. 

As  a  rule,  from  5yds.  to  7yds.  is  a  good  distance 
for  the  float  to  be  from  the  rod  top,  but  some- 
times one  is  compelled  to  sit  and  allow  it  to  be 
only  3ft.  or  4ft.  away,  and  there  are  some  anglers 
again  who  swear  by  this  distance.  I  have  held 
the  float  as  described  20yd8.  off,  and  hooked  both 
roach  and  dace,  but  always  missed  more  of  the 
latter  fish ;  and  this  only  shows  that  even  dace 
can  be  hooked  when  pegging  at  long  distances. 
Understand,  this  would  be  the  ordinary  tackle  for 
light  pegging  with  a  quill  or  porcupine  float. 

Where  one  allows  the  float  1o  swim  down  a 
few  inches  at  a  time,  as  described  above,  I  do  not 
call  that  stret-pegging,  but  light  "tapping,"  or 
"  trotting.'i 

In  light  stret-pegging  with  a  quill  or  porcupine 
float  for  choice,  the  lowest  shot  should  be  about 
12in.  from  the  hook  and  rest  on  the  bottom,  with  the 
float  held  out  of  the  water  like  a  snag  —  if  it 
did  not  rest  on  the  bottom  the  bait  would  not  be 
kept  in  its  place ;  this  is  the  reason  why  there  is 
never  any  bow  or  bulge  of  the  line  between  the 
float  and  the  shots.  The  angler  simply  holds  his 
line  in  such  a  manner  that  he  can  always /ce^  the 
resistance  of  the  shots,  so  a  perfect  "slant"  of  the 
line  is  always  obtained.  The  stj^le  in  which  they 
leger  with  a  float  at  the  Welsh  Harp  might  be 
considered  stret-pegging  in  still  water;  I  consider 
it  a  bastard  kind  of  stret-pegging,  only  in  the  latter 
case  the  angler  has  to  do  what  in  the  former  the 
force  of  the  current  does  for  him. 

By  this  you  will  no  doubt  see  that  ordinary  shots 
would  be  no  earthly  use  in  a  very  fast  stream  ;  the 
bait  would  never  be  kept  at  the  same  depth,  but 
blown  about,  now  up.  now  down,  like  a  captive 
balloon  in  a  high  wind.  But  if  the  proper  tackle 
be  used,  the  angler  can  simply  laugh  at  the 
current.  The  mere  fact  that  the  water  near  the 
surface  flows  about  twice  as  fast  as  it  does  near 
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the  bottom  makes  no  difference  at  all  in  this  style, 
whatever  it  may  in  others.  It  is  merely  a  matter 
of  weight  versus  current. 

It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  if  the  float  is  twenty  or 
twenty-five  yards  from  the  rod  top  (and  especially 
when  the  angler  is  fishing  a  hole),  there  must  be 
considerably  more  power  put  in  the  stroke  than 
when  eight  or  ten  yards  away,  for  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  twisted  line  gives — or 
should  do— considerably,  the  rod  is  pliant,  and  the 
gut,  though  fine,  is  wonderfully  strong,  and  that 
there  is  often  a  good  length  of  line  in  the  water. 

To  wind  up  very  quickly  in  these  cases,  press  Ihe 
butt-end  of  the  rod  in  the  hollow  of  your  left 
thigh,  lower  the  point,  and  strike  the  revolving 
portion  of  the  reel  sharply  and  quickly  with  the 
fingers  of  the  right  hand,  and  twenty  or  thirty  yards 
of  line  should  be  on  the  reel  in  a  brace  of  shakes. 
This  plan  saves  no  end  of  time  and  trouble.  I 
prefer  to  hold  the  rod  in  my  left  hand — I  mean,  of 
course,  after  the  cast  is  made.  In  making  the  cast 
some  use  the  left  hand,  but  it  is  mostly  performed 
with  the  right;  the  cast  being  made  the  rod  is 
instantly  transferred  into  the  left  hand.  The  butt 
of  the  rod  should  be  pressed  in  the  left  groin  and 
held  in  the  left  hand,  right  in  the  hollow  of  the 


rod.  This  enables  one  to  respond  in  a  moment 
to  the  slightest  bite,  but  if  the  reel  is  too  close  to 
the  bottom  of  the  rod,  and  the  rod  is  held  as 
stated,  it  is  impossible  to  strike  properly,  and  this 
is  the  reason  so  many  fail  in  this  style  of  fishing. 
I  have  frequently  seen  anglers  adopting  this  method 
with  the  reel  not  more  than  4in.  or  5in.  from  the 
bottom  of  the  rod,  missing  dace  after  dace,  and 
blaming  everything  and  everybody  but  their  own 
stupidity.    S.  P. 


FISH   CULTUEE  IN 
NOETH  WALES. 


THE  CHIRK  FISHERY  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  for  the 
Season  1905-6. 
The  fishery  is  situated  on  the  River  Ceiriog  in 
the  Glyn  Valley  (one  of  the  many  beautiful  spots 
in  the  Watershed  of  the  Welsh  Dee),  and  the  site 
is  all  that  can  be  desired  for  the  purposes  of  a  fish 
farm.  It  enjoys  exceptional  advantages  in  having 
an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  direct  from  the 


the  best  class  and  at  reasonable  prices.  We  are 
pleased  at  all  times  to  show  our  fish  to  intending 
purchasers  by  arrangement.  Printed  directions  are 
sent  a  few  days  in  advance  when  sending  a  consign- 
ment, how  the  fish  are  to  be  treated  on  arrival  and 
turned  into  the  water.  A  competent  man  will  bo 
sent  with  the  fish  if  required. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary,  Chirk  Fishery  Company,  Limited,  Chirk, 
North  Wales. 

The  fish  supplied  are  Loch  Leven  trout  (S.  leveu' 
ensis) ;  brown  trout  ((S'.  fario) ;  and  rainbow  trout 
{S,  iricleus). 


YOLK-SAC  DEOPSY  IN  SALMON 
EGGS,  AND  HINTS  ON  PACKING 
EGGS. 

One  of  the  commonest  diseases  met  with  in  fish 
hatcheries  is  yolk-sac  dropsy,  which  occurs  in  all 
salmonidce  with  large  eggs,  in  the  salmon,  trout, 
sea-trout,  rainbow  trout,  and  others.  This  disease 
is  almost  invariably  present,  in  some  hatcheries 
only  a  few  eggs  may  be  attacked,  in  other  cases, 
however,  thousands  of  embryos  are  killed  by  it. 


thumb,  the  fingers  near  to  and  clasped  round  at 
the  back  of  the  reel,  and  the  first  two  fingers 
of  the  same  hand  can  play  on  Ihe  outer  edge, 
say,  of  a  Sin.  reel,  and  then  the  right  hand  is  at 
liberty  to  take  hold  of  the  handle  and  wind  in, 
leave  go,  pay  out,  etc.,  at  the  wish  of  the  angler. 
Even  dace  may  be  struck  like  a  flash  with  the 
red  point  upstream  when  held  straight  out  almost 
level,  and  the  float  in  a  line  with  the  top  of  the 
rod.  Fish  the  swim  well  nearest  the  rod  first. 
Keep  out  of  sight,  sit  down  low,  cast  out  the  tackle 
and  float  a  few  yards.  Arrest  it  when  over  the 
ground-bait,  there  hold  it,  and  if  one  can  hook  three 
dace  out  of  five  bites  it  is  not  a  bad  performance. 

A  thin  porcupine  quill-float  about  7in.  in  length 
is  preferable  to  either  a  gor  se  or  pelican  quill.  It 
cffers  much  lef 8  resistance  to  the  current,  and  the 
fish  can  be  hcoked  with  greater  facility. 

In  a  moderately  fast  stream  the  float  should  be 
fixed  about  18in.  deeper  than  the  water  is  from  the 
surface  to  the  lowest  shot,  no  matter  \<hat  length 
of  gut  the  angler  allows  from  this  shot  to  the  hook. 
In  gentle  streams  from  9in.  to  ]2in.  is  enough. 

Strike  at  the  least  bob  or  twitch  of  the  float  as 
described,  and  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
lowest  reel  fitting  should  be  at  least  lOin.  or  llin. 
from  the  end  of  an  ordinary  12ft.  roach  or  dace 


river  for  the  pools,  and  an  entirely  independent 
supply  (of  an  even  and  regular  temperatiu-e)  from 
a  powerful  spring  on  the  adjacent  hillside  for 
hatching  purposes.  This  latter  supply  is  conveyed 
direct  to  the  hatchery  by  means  of  glazed  earthen- 
ware pipes,  and  is  safeguarded  against  pollution. 
The  pools  are  laid  out  so  that  each  of  them  is 
provided  with  a  separate  supply  of  water  con- 
tinuously running  through  it,  and  they  are  well 
stocked  with  aquatic  plants  and  natural  food  suit- 
able for  fish  life.  The  hatchery  has  been  con- 
structed and  fitted  up  upon  the  most  modem 
principles.  The  last  year's  hatching  was  extremely 
good,  an  exceedingly  small  percentage  of  the  ova 
laid  down  having  been  unproductive.  The  yearling 
trout  are  very  healthy  and  above  the  average  size. 
The  fishery  is  managed  by  a  most  competent  and 
efficient  staff  of  pisciculturists,  and  advice  will, 
upon  request,  be  given  upon  the  stocking  of  rivers, 
and  the  construction  and  stocking  of  fishing  lakes, 
ponds,  and  pools,  the  formation,  laying  out  and 
management  of  fish  farms,  hatcheries,  etc.,  and  on 
all  matters  relating  to  fish  culture.  Nets  of  all 
classes  suitable  for  the  netting  of  rivers,  lakes,  and 
ponds,  preparatory  to  restocking,  can  be  provided, 
and  any  work  of  that  description  will  be  undertaken 
by  experienced  men.    Any  fish  supplied  will  be  of 


The  disease' is  easily  recognised  owing  to  the  col- 
lection of  a  watery  fluid  between  the  outer  and 
inner  skins  of  the  yolk-sac,  which  frequently  results 
in  the  yolk-sac  being  swollen  to  three  or  four  times 
its  natural  volume.  The  enlargement  of  the  yolk- 
sac  extends  in  all  directions,  and  occasionally 
exhibits  irregular  outgrowths.  As  a  result  of  the 
enormous  increase  in  volume  which  takes  place  a 
pressure  is  exercised  on  the  heart  which  is  forced 
up  into  the  gill  region,  ultimately  pressed  together 
and  rendered  functionless.  The  fish  then  dies  with 
the  appearance  of  suffocation.  The  circulatory 
system  is  also  interfered  with  by  this  pressure,  and 
embryos  suffering  from  the  disease  are  often 
markedly  ansemic.  Anomalies  of  growth  are  also 
symptomatic ;  for  instance,  the  liver,  instead  of 
being  in  the-  neighbourhood  of  the  yolk,  is  widely 
separated  from  it,  the  body  is  often  strongly 
twisted,  the  tension  of  the  skin  and  muscles  of 
the  lower  jaw  becomes  so  pronounced  that  in 
breathing  the  fish  is  no  longer  able  to  close  its 
mouth.  As  a  general  rule,  this  disease  makes  its 
appearance  in  the  first  week  after  hatching.  The 
fish  has  an  inert  appearance,  and  instead  of  seeking 
the  dark  comers  of  the  hatching  apparatus  it  lies 
anyhow.  With  the  enlargement  of  the  yolk-sac 
it  becomes  feebler  and  feebler,  Tintil  after  five  or  six 
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•weeks  it  dies  of  suffocation.  In  older  fish,  that 
is,  in  specimens  where  the  yolk  is  almost  entirely 
absorbed,  yolk-sac  dropsy  is  rarely  met  with,  but 
in  one  instance,  in  the  Biological  Station  at  Munich, 
it  made  its  appearance  in  the  rainbow  trout  eight 
■weeks  after  hatching. 

The  exact  causes  of  this  disease  are  at  present 
debatable,  but  it  seems  certain  that  it  is  most 
frequently  met  with  when  the  eggs  have  been 
knocked  about.  Continental  experience  shows  that 
eggs  which  have  been  sent  by  post  are  liable  to  be 
attacked,  especially  when  the  egg  boxes  have  not  been 
handled  carefully,  or  when  the  packing  has  been 
hastily  done  so  that  the  eggs  lie  on  one  another  in 
thick  layers,  or  when  insufficient  isolating  material 
has  been  used.  Naturally,  young  eggs  are  much 
more  easily  damaged  than  those  in  which  the  eyes 
have  appeared,  in  these  latter  the  disease  only 
appears  as  a  result  of  considerable  shaking.  Other 
causes  which  may,  at  any  rate,  in  part,  contribute 
are  the  taking  of  eggs  from  overfed  females,  or 
females  that  were  too  young,  or  in  the  case  of 
"crossed"  eggs. 

It  is,  however,  clear  that  although  all  the  above 
causes  may  contribute  to  bring  about  this  disease, 
it  is  by  no  means  impossible  or  improbable  that 
some  other  as  yet  unknown  influence  is  responsible. 
Certainly  pressure  and  shaking  seem  to  be  the 
most  probable  causes,  and  therefore  it  is  absolutely 
essential  that  when  eggs  are  to  be  sent  by  post 
they  should  be  most  carefully  packed  in  shallow 
vessels  and  in  single  layers,  surrounded  by  a  good 
deal  of  isolating  material.  It  is  also  well  to  avoid 
breeding  from  eggs  removed  from  females  which  are 
too  young,  or  which  have  been  over-fattened. 

Salmon  embryos  not  infrequently  exhibit  a  curious 
formation  of  the  yolk-sac,  of  which  the  hinder  end 
is  separated  from  the  main  mass  by  a  ring- like 
constriction.  At  the  commencement  of  development 
the  yolk  from  the  constricted  hinder  end  is  still 
absorbed,  but  when  the  constriction  has  become 
threadlike  absorption  is  no  longer  possible,  although 
it  naturally  goes  on  from  the  main  yolk-sac.  As  a 
result  of  this,  young  salmon  embryos  are  met  with 
•which  have  a  yolk-sac  attached  to  their  belly  by  a 
fine  thread.  The  thread  finally  snaps,  and  the 
constricted  hinder  portion  of  the  yolk-  sac  falls  off. 
This  curious  phenomenon  is  rarely  followed  by  the 
death  of  the  fish.    Its  cause  is  entirely  imknown. 

SALMON  FISHING  ON 
GALWAY  EIVEE. 

By  Owjtwee. 

{Continued  from  page  245.) 

At  six  o'clock  the  sunlight  strikes  the  river. 
Fish  lying  close  into  the  bank  begin  to  move  from 
the  shallows  into  the  deeper  water.  Where  the 
sunlight  falls  they  can  be  seen  side  by  side  in 
groups  of  half  dozens.  But  the  rise  has  gone  off, 
and  other  rods  busy  as  my  own  in  hooking  and 
landing  begin  to  revise  their  tackle ;  smaller  flies 
are  mounted  and  appended  to  fiiner  gut  casts.  I 
am  again  in  another  fish  which  is  played  and  lost, 
followed  by  a  fourth,  which  is  soon  lying  on  the 
bank  by  the  one  already  landed.  A  more  fortunate 
angler  has  four  fish,  all  of  which  he  has  succeeded 
in  netting. 

AtTiine  o'clock,  and  from  then  to  6.30,  prawn 
fishing  ia  permissible,  the  morning  and  evening 
being  reserved  for  the  more  scientific  method. 
I  do  not  care  for  that  mode  of  angling,  and  I  keep 
to  the  fly  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Those  who 
are  bent  upon  making  records  undpniably  increase 
their  tcore  by  the  use  of  this  deadly  bait.  It  is 
mounted  on  a  large  hook,  pissed  in  at  the  tail  and 
brought  out  below  the  head,  then  wrapped  round 
with  cotton  the  colour  of  the  crustacean.  Double 
hooks,  needles,  and  all  such  devices  are  discarded 
in  favour  of  this  simple  method. 

Much  room  is  not  available  for  fly  rods  when  the 
prawn  fishing  is  in  full  swing.  The  High  Bank  is 
excepted,  and  the  Salmon  Weirs  and  Barracks 
pools,  and  I  have  the  free  run  of  these,  and  happy 
as  I  find  myself  battling  with  a  nine  or  ten 
pounder,  although  my  companions  are  getting 
three  fish  to  my  one. 

The  best  flies  on  the  Gal  way  river  are  the  Black 
and  Yellow  Goldfin'-h  The  former  consists  of:  — 
Tag,  silver  twist  and  blue  floss ;  Herl,  black 
ostrich ;  Tail,  golden  pheasant  crest  and  Indian 
crow ;  Bodnj,  orange  flo5s  ribbed  with  silver  twist ; 
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Bo&y  hackle,  golden  olive  cock  hackle ;  Shoulder 
hackle,  blue  jay ;  Wings,  six  golden  pheasant 
crests  ;  Head,  black  ostrich. 

The  Black  Goldfinch  is  similar,  with  the  exception 
of  the  body,  which  consists  of  black  silk  floss  and 
claret  body  hackle.  Both  these  flies  are  very 
taking  among  the  spring  and  summer  fish,  but  in 
lighter  water  I  found  the  Thunder  and  Lightning  a 
better  killer.  It  is  made  as  follows  -.—Tag,  silver 
twist  and  yellow  silk  floss;  Herl,  black  ostrich; 
Tail,  golden  pheasant  crest;  Body,  black  silk  floss 
ribbed  with  silver  twist ;  Body  hackle,  light  yellow 
hackle;  Shoulder  hackle,  blue  jay;  Wings,  mixed 
toucan,  golden  pheaaant  tail ;  golden  pheasant  frills, 
brown  mallard,  and  scarlet  ibis ;  Horns,  blue 
macaw  ;  Head,  black  ostrich. 

The  favourite  during  the  early  days  of  June 
proved  to  be  the  Black  and  Yellow.  It  differs  from 
the  Thunder  and  Lightning  in  the  body,  which  is 
made  of  Ught  yellow  floss  instead  of  black,  and 
the  body  hackle  is  of  the  palest  tint.  Another 
variety  has  teal  wings  instead  of  mixed,  as  given 
above. 

Armed  with  these  flies  and  a  Silver  Doctor  I 
fished  up  to  luncheon  time.  The  bright  sunlight 
on  the  low,  clear  water  made  the  fish  shy,  and  for 
more  than  an  hour  I  was  rewarded  by  nothing  but 
short  rises.  When  a  salmon  toaohes  any  part  of 
the  fly  it  is  difficult  to  coax  him  to  return.  But 
frequently  a  fish  rises  without  coming  into  contact 
with  the  lure,  and  it  is  an  interesting  episode  in 
angling  to  entice  him  to  take  it.  This  is  the 
nearest  point  to  dry-fly  fishing  for  salmon.  As  my 
diminutive  Black  and  Y^ellow  swept  across  the 
drain  I  noticed  a  break  which  I  felt  certain 
was  intended  for  it.  I  marked  the  spot,  and 
mentally  determined  to  devote  the  rest  of  my 
natural  life  to  booking  that  fish.  Opinions  differ 
as  to  the  best  policy  to  pursue  when  a  salmon  ri.'-es 
in  that  way.  Some  anglers  contend  that  another 
cast  should  be  made  over  him  immediately.  There 
are  times  when  that  course  is  advisable.  If  one 
feels  that  the  fish  tried  to  take  the  fly  and  was 
prevented  by  some  accident,  little  time  should  be 
wasted  in  giving  him  a  fresh  opportunity.  He  is 
no  doubt  looking  about  and  wondering  what  has 
become  of  the  coveted  morsel.  But  when  a  fish 
has  had  ample  opportunity  of  appropriating  the  fly 
to  his  own  destruction,  and  only  evinces  a  passing 
curiosity  by  rising  to  the  surface  and  looking  at  it, 
it  is  a  mistake  not  to  allow  him  a  rest  before  prof- 
fering it  a  second  time.  Observation  shows  that 
fish  rise  to  the  surface  at  intervals  of  a  few  minutes. 
I  had  ample  opportunity  of  verifying  this,  as  I 
watched  them  from  the  bank  where  every  move- 
ment could  be  seen.  After  the  first  rise  I  shortened 
my  line  and  fished  clear  of  the  ,spot  where  he  had 
shown.  The  minutes  sped  slowly,  but  again  I  am 
lengthening  the  line,  and  now  it  is  long  enough  to 
cover  him.  The  flies  sweep  round,  splash!  and 
strike !  but  he  has  missed  it  the  second  time.  I 
step  back  from  the  bank  and  wait  impatiently  for 
another  five  minutes.  Once  more  my  eye  is  on  the 
spot  where  he  lay.  The  sun  has  dipped  behind  a 
fleecy  cloud,  and  the  fierce  light  on  the  river  tones 
down.  "  Will  he  take  it  this  time,  I  wonder  ?  "  Well, 
here  goes.  Swish  !  sings  the  line  as  it  goes  back 
behind  my  shoulders.  Swish !  again  forward,  and 
the  fly  falls  lightly  on  the  desired  spot,  the  current 
catches  it,  and  the  slack  line  is  recovered  by  a  quick 
upper  movement  of  the  rod ;  round  it  comes  .  .  . 
splash !  strike !  a  tightening  movement  follows, 
and  I  am  fast  in  the  fish.  I  took  a  delight  in  that 
fish  beyond  any  I  had  caught  so  far,  a  fine  gut  cast 
had  91b.  weight  of  responsibility  attached  to  it, 
and  leaning  on  him  was  out  of  the  question.  The 
sun  had  shot  out  again,  as  if  its  part  of  the  busi- 
ness ended  with  the  hooking,  and  there  was  no 
need  for  longer  concealment.  But  in  its  light  I 
could  watch  every  movement  of  my  captive. 
He  came  close  into  the  bank,  and  went  straight  up- 
stream. I  could  see  the  fly  in  the  side  of  his 
mouth,  and  knew  that  the  hook  was  embedded 
in  the  hinge,  the  surest  place  for  a  firm  grip.  Three 
inches  from  his  tail  a  few  scales  were  torn  off,  and 
the  dull  spot  could  be  noticed  distinctly,  contrasting 
with  the  rest  of  the  silver  side.  His  back  looks 
brown  in  the  water.  Heisteers  his  way  among  the 
rocks,  his  head  always  well  down,  and  every  stroke 
of  the  qviickly- moving,  nervous  tail  could  be  dis- 
cerned negotiating  all  the  impedimenta  of  the 
bottom.  It  is  a  comparatively  long  fight,  and 
ends  at  the  bridge  in  the  rod's  favour. 

Before  the  evening  closes  two  more  fish  are 
added  to  the  basket,  mak.ng  five  in  all,  two  more 
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lost  at  the  point  of  the  net,  and  a  few  which 
bent  the  rod  or  broke  away  on  the  first  run. 
They  scaled  9Jlb.  to  5lb. 

Such  a  number  of  salmon  taken  on  the  fly  in  a 
single  .day's  fishing  is  beyond  the  record  scored  on 
most  rivers.  But  it  by  no  means  represents  the 
average  take  which  Gal  way  river  yields.  Had  I 
used  the  prawn  during  the  heat  of  the  day  when 
the  fly  is  at  a  discount,  the  number  would  have 
been  more  than  doubled.  I  know  something  of 
our  great  salmon  fisheries,  and  my  acquaintance 
with  the  literature  upon  the  subject  generally  ia 
not  inconsiderable;  but  taking  into  consideration 
the  limits  of  this  river,  I  am  of  opinion  that  its 
equal  has  yet  to  be  dist'overed. 

There  are  seven  rods  let  annually.  The  charge 
is  £60  for  the  season.  Where  the  rods  are  let  by 
the  month  the  cost  is  £1  per  diem.  Anglers  are 
entitled  to  one-third  the  weight  of  fish  caught,  the 
fishery  retaining  the  other  two-thirds.  The  big 
run  of  grilse  is  during  June  and  July. 

There  is  an  excellent  staff  of  gillies,  the  Lydons, 
all  admirable  anglers  and  fly-tiers,  whose  services 
are  obtainable  for  the  modest  fee  of  5s.  per  diem. 
John  Lydon,  the  head  gillie,  safeguards  the  rules 
of  the  fishery,  and  calls  attention  to  any  infringe- 
ment of  them.  They  are  liberal  enough  to  afford 
ample  pleasure  to  real  sportsmen.  The  true  Walton 
needs  no  surveillance,  and  if  the  "pot-boiler" 
shows  himself  he  is  discountenanced  by  the 
"bank"  and  runs  the  risk  of  forfeiting  his  rod,  a 
penalty  that  has  passed  from  the  hypothetical 
stage  to  that  of  the  actual — aliend  optimum  fmi 
insanid. 


STALHAM  AND  BAETON  BEOAD. 


To  the  business  man,  who  only  perchance  can 
manage  to  have  a  fortnight's  holiday  once  a  year, 
it  is  a  somewhat  difficult  task  to  decide  upon 
a  fishing  centre  •where  one  can  get  quiet  and 
rest,  and  at  the  same  time  have  a  fair  prospect  of 
some  sport.  Fortunately,  I  have  kept  my  Fishing 
Gazettes  for  the  past  few  years,  and  before  deciding 
it  occurred  to  me  to  look  up  some  of  the  back 
numbers  in  the  hope  that  I  should  alight  on  some 
place  suitable.  Some  few  months  since  there 
appeared  in  your  columns  an  account  of  "  Stalham 
as  a  Fishing  Centre."  From  the  desoription  there 
given  it  seemed  to  be  just  the  sort  of  place  that  I 
had  been  looking  for,  so  I  left  Liverpool-street 
(G.  E.  R.)  by  the  4.5  p.m.  train  on  the  day  of  the 
terrible  accident  at  Witham.  I  was  told  to  book 
to  North  Walsham  and  then  on  to  Stalham  by 
Midland  and  Great  Northern  Junction  Railway. 
However,  owing  to  the  disorganisation,  upon 
reaching  North  Walsham  I  found  I  had  to  change 
to  another  station,  and  upon  inquiring  for  the  next 
train  to  Stalham  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  be 
told  (8.15  p.m.),  "Last  trains  gone  for  Stalham," 
the  M.  and  G.  N.  Co.,  being  in  opposition  to  the 
G.  E.  R.,  not  keeping  their  train  waiting  the  arrival 
of  the  G.  E.  R.  Cromer  express.  Unfortunately,  or 
fortunately  as  it  turned  out,  I  was  not  the  only 
passenger  in  the  predicament ;  being  expected  at 
Stalham  I  must  get  there  somehow.  Fortunately, 
a  lady  passenger  overheard  my  request  for  the 
next  train  to  Stalham,  and  said,  "We  are  in  the 
same  difficulty  ;  we  are  going  to  Hickling,  and  my 
husband  has  gone  to  see  if  he  can  secure  a  con- 
veyance, and  possibly  we  can  help  you."  After 
some  time,  the  welcome  sound  of  the  wheels 
announced  the  arrival  of  a  conveyance,  and  upon 
the  lady  acquainting  her  husband  of  my  difficulty, 
he  very  kindly  offered  for  me  to  join  them. 
Perched  up  beside  the  driver,  the  drive  of  some 
ten  miles  along  the  dark  roads  to  Stalham  was 
safely  negotiated,  though  in  passing  our  driver  had 
to  put  a  fellow  driver  on  the  right  road,  otherwise 
he  would  have  landed  66me  miles  out  of  his 
way.  Arrived  at  the  Swan,  I  was  soon  made  to 
feel  at  home,  and  a  chop  and  the  usual  cigar,  to 
bed  and  sleep,  having  had  a  good  look  round. 

Early  in  the  morning,  after  breakfast,  I  consulted 
the  worthy  host  of  the  Swan,  who  kindly  told  me 
if  I  wanted  anyone  to  show  me  where  to  fish  he 
would  send  for  a  well-known  Stalham  man — one, 
Christmas,  to  wit — and  kindly  offered  to  send  for 
him.  Upon  his  appearance,  we  arranged,  as  it  was 
rather  late,  to  spend  a  short  time  on  Stalham  Dyke 
and  try  for  some  bream,  but  the  fish  not  being  on 
the  feed  the  fiLrst  attempt  only  resulted  in  a  few 
small  roach  and  perch,  which  we  returned  to  the 
watef. 
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ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  EIVEKSIDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K.  J.  Finlay, 


Pont  Fishing. 

Keep  a  good  look-out  up  stream.    Our  friends  here  are  neglecting  the  precaution. 


Punt  Fishing. 
The  consequence. 


The  next  day  we  started  from  Stalham  intent 
upon  fishing  Barton  Broad,  and  our  success  was 
such  that  I  fished  it  every  day  for  the  rest  of  the 
holiday.  The  first  day  we  must  have  caught  over 
300  roach,  rudd,  and  perch,  as  we  returned  a  large 
number  to  the  water  to  grow  bigger.  On  returning 
in  the  evening  we  counted  225  good-sized  fish 
retained,  some  fine  specimens  of  rudd  being  specially 
noteworthy.  On  another  day,  having  not  had  much 
sport,  we  were  fishing  amidst  the  rushes  in  one  of 
those  nice  little  bays  in  which  the  fish  like  to 
congregate,  and  hearing  a  big  splashing,  Christmas, 
looking  round,  says,  "  Look  at  that,  su'.  They  are 
on  the  feed,  and  no  mistake,"  for  the  surface  of 
the  water  was  in  quite  a  commotion.  "  Keep  still, 
sir.  We  will  have  some  of  them  directly,"  at  the 
same  time  throwing  some  small  pieces  of  bread 
towards  where  the  fish  were  breaking  the  surface. 
They  soon  turned  their  attention  to  these,  and  then 
our  turn  came  ;  for  some  two  hours  I  had  the  best 
bit  of  sport  that  I  ever  had,  and  they  were  not 
small  fry,  but  good,  soUd  |lb.  and  1  lb.  roach  and 
21b.  rudd,  all  in  the  pink  of  condition.  In  that 
short  time  we  caught  as  many  as  I  could  carry, 
and  I  was  told  it  was  the  best  catch  of  roach  and 
rudd  that  had  been  taken  this  season.  Had  the 
daylight  continued  we  could  have  added  consider- 
ably to  our  catch.  We  kept  on  till  we  could  not 
see  to  bait  our  hooks.  Even  then  Christmas  was 
reluctant  to  leave  off — "  Just  one  more  fish,  sir." 
The  long  row  back  along  the  Broad  and  through 
the  Dyke  in  the  dark,  with  the  moon  reflecting  on 
the  water,  was  very  enjoyable,  though  somewhat 
chilly.  Four  of  the  rudd  and  roach  I  sent  up 
to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  to  be  mounted  as  a 
memento. 

Next  day  we  resolved  to  try  the  same  spot,  and 
upon  commencing  operations,  after  only  fishing  a 
few  minutes,  Christmas  says,  "  They  are  still  here, 
sir,"  at  the  same  time  striking.  "He  is  a  big 
one,  sir,  and  no  mistake,"  but  landed  he  was  not 
to  be.  Having  shown  plenty  of  fight,  he  was  gently 
drawn  towards  the  boat,  and  instead  of  using  the 
landing-net  I  foolishly  tried  to  land  the  fish  by 
lifting  it  by  holding  the  line,  when  "  splash,"  back 
to  his  native  element,  with  a  No.  8  Crystal  hook 
in  his  mouth,  goes  the  best  rudd  that  we  had  yet 
hooked,  the  hook  parting  from  the  gut.  Never 
again  will  I  attempt  the  same  game.  Strange  to  say, 
after  this  the  fish  went  right  off  the  feed.  We 
returned  to  the  pitch  more  than  once  during  the 
day,  but  hardly  got  a  nibble  each  time.  Such  is 
the  angler  s  luck.  One  day,  landing  a  good-sized 
roach,  just  as  we  had  him  on  the  top  of  the  water, 
a  pike  of  some  .5lb.  or  6lb.  tried  to  gulp  him  down, 
and  did  not  loose  his  grip  until  the  landing-net  was 
almost  under  him. 

Barton  Broad  is  a  charming  sheet  of  water  of 
some  200  acres,  and  as  one  fishes  principally 
amongst  the  rushes,  one  is  not  interfered  with  by 
the  yachting,  the  boats  keeping  to  the  main  channel. 
There  are  one  or  two  very  charming  villages  adjoin- 
ing the  Broad ;  a  row  up  Barton  Dyke  to  Barton 
Turf  well  repays  one — this  charming  village  has 
been  discovered  (?)  by  the  artist.  The  stout  at  the 
inn  at  Barton  Staithe  is  worth  sampling,  it  being 
said  to  be  the  best  stout  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Note  the  china  pint  pots  on  the  wall  that  surrounds 
the  front  garden — these  are  used  by  the  dykemen 
for  their  beer. 

Catfield,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Broad,  is 
also  interesting,  unlike  Barton  Turf,  it  boasting  of 
a  railway  station.  The  holiday  spent  at  Stalham 
will  be  long  remembered ;  any  of  your  readers  who 
give  the  district  a  trial  will,  I  am  sure,  be  more 
than  pleased.  The  best  way  to  fish  the  Broad  is  to 
hire  a  boat,  and  then  engage  someone  who  knows 
the  water,  after  a  day  or  two  one  can  go  alone. 
The  row  down  Stalham  Dykes  takes  you  about  one 
hour,  if  too  far,  there  is  plenty  of  good  fishing  to  be 
obtained  in  the  dyke ;  the  bait  that  I  found  most 
killing  was  paste,  and  a  good  lump,  too.  Fish  with 
fine  tackle  and  far  off;  a  rod  with  largo  rings  will 
be  found  the  more  suitable ;  use  a  running  line. 
Christmas  uses  one,  but  does  not  use  a  winch,  and 
it  Is  surprising  how  far  and  accurately  he  can  throw 
by  just  lotting  the  line  run  through  his  fingers. 
Headers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  give  Stalham 
I  visit  will,  I  am  sure,  be  more  than  pleased.  They 
^vill  find  good  accommodation  either  at  tiie  Swan, 
Maid's  Head,  or  Railway  hotels.  There  are  plenty 
hi  private  apartments  to  bo  had,  but  the  whole 
district  has  Ixjcomo  so  popular  that  early  arrange- 
ments should  be  made.  r_  y,  Richmond. 


SOME  INCIDENTS  OF  THE  TROUT 
SEASON. 


EXTRACTED  FROM  A  DIARY. 


My  diary  for  1905  contains  more  variety  than 
usual,  and  some  extracts  may  be  of  interest.  The 
first  entry  partly  explains  the  variety,  for  soon 
after  going  to  the  lower  Darenth  in  March  to  put 
in  a  few  little  trout,  I  found  that  bleachwater  had 
escaped  and  spoilt  the  bit  which  I  fish.  This 
forced  me  to  seek  pastures  new.  Consequently,  I 
did  not  cast  a  fly  till  holiday  time,  which  came 
early  this  year.  April  is  the  best  month  usually 
down  west,  but  I  found  it  a  very  cold  one  even 
towards  the  end,  and  did  not  do  so  well  in  Somerset 
as  I  had  in  the  previous  July,  twenty-three  trout 
being  the  best  day  and  fifteen  the  next.  Several 
of  the  fish  were  ^Ib.  each. 

The  Darenth  saw  little  of  me  this  year,  yet  I 
did  get  a  few  nice  sizeable  fish,  and  even  hooked 
one  under  the  chestnut-tree  at  the  Lion.  Sand- 
wiched between  two  days  of  fly  fishing  for  coarse 
fish  I  had  one  red-letter  diiy  in  July,  on  a  tiny, 
nameless  streamlet — some  of  the  trout  being  1  lb. 
each  and  over.  This  state  of  things  had  been 
brought  about  by  the  judicious  stocking  of  an 
apparently  unpromising  brook  in  a  coarse  f'sh 
country.  The  best  fish  (1  lb.  lloz.)  was  foxed," 
as  Kingsley  would  have  called  it,  out  of  an  appar- 
ently impossible  place  with  a  Red  Quill  Gnat. 

Later  on  I  note  some  fair  sport  with  trout  and 


roach  on  fly  at  Dunton  Green ;  and  lastly,  a 
variegated  week  in  Derbyshire,  where  I  went  to 
fish  the  Derwent  and  did  not,  owing  to  floods.  My 
best  fish  (two  scaling  nearly  31b.)  were  from  a 
small  stream,  the  Bradford ;  but  the  most  enjoy- 
able day  was  on  the  Manifold,  a  river  which  flows 
near  the  Dove,  through  the  grouse  moors  by 
Hartington. 

In  appearance  this  stream  is  the  perfection  of  a 
moorland  fly  water,  and  it  is  evidently  full  both  of 
trout  and  grayling,  though  they  were  glued  to  the 
bottom  most  of  the  day  while  I  happened  to  be 
there.  I  fancy  the  three  brace  that  fell  to  my 
rod  do  not  represent  the  normal  sport  to  be  had  on 
this  lovely  river.  They  had  to  be  fetched  up.  and 
a  crimson  hackle  was  the  only  really  successful  fly. 

The  Dove  in  this  neighbourhood  yielded  me  fair 
sport,  but  the  black  appearance  of  tlie  banks  and 
the  dirty  water  made  fishing  unpleasant,  and  made 
one  wish  to  go  back  a  century  or  two  and  find  the 
"crystal  Dove"  which  Walton  and  Cotton  loved 
so  well.  I  must  not  forget  to  add  that  both  the 
Cliailes  Cotton  at  Hartington  and  the  Rutland 
Arms  at  BaJiewell  made  me  most  comfortable  ;  and 
that  the  Wye  at  Bakewell  is  as  beautiful  and  as 
difiicult  to  fish  as  ever.  The  tluee  or  four  brace  of 
grayling  which  I  took  gave  me  some  trying  work, 
and  were  well  earned  indeed.  As  to  flies  (except- 
ing the  crimson  hackle  on  the  Manifold)  nearly 
everything  was  taken  either  with  Red  Quill,  Black 
Gnat,  or  Red  Tag,  and  the  finest  tackle  always 
produced  the  best  rssults,  and  caused  me  only  one 
disaster,  a  break  on  the  strike  with  a  big  trout  at 
Youlgrave.  j_  p^^^  Taylor. 
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TWO  CUEIOUS  OCCUKEENCES  IN 
A  DAY'S  PIKE  FISHING. 


I  BEAD  in  the  issue  of  the  Field  of  Jan.  21  an 
account  of  a  "  Worried  Pike,"  in  which  Ihe  lucky 
fish  could  not  make  up  its  mind  to  take  hold  of 
the  spinning  bait,  and  it  therefore  lives,  wiser  if 
more  hungry — a  case  of  Page  and  more  wary,  rather 
than  sage  and  onions.  It,  however,  brought  to  my 
mind  the  memory  of  a  remarkable  day's  jack 
fishing  in  the  Hampshire  Avon,  when  on  two 
occasions  at  least  luck  favoured  the  rod. 

Incidentally,  let  me  mention  that  the  day  before 
Jack  A.  and  myself,  whilst  riding  home  fiom 
hunting  with  T.  R.,  happened  to  say  we  were 
going  ijack  fishing,  and  asked  him  if  he  cared  for 
one, I  and  found  the  keen  old  hunter — who  knew 
every  acre  hunted  in  those  days  by  Lord  Radnor 
and  Captain  Lovell,  in  the  forest,  of  course,  the 
latter  pack — could  appreciate  a  51b.  jack  from  water 
where  I  never  saw  a  dead  dog,  and  we  promised  to 
send  him  one. 

Jack  had  never  done  any  pike  fishing  before,  and 
so  was  handed  over  to  the  keeper,  Sam,  on  our 
arrival,  who  took  him  by  the  hand  in  his  punt, 
whilst  I  went  further  up  to  the  mill  to  spin  down 
to  them  at  the  islands  for  a  start.  I  had  to  provide 
all  tackle,  and  thinking  the  novice  might  run  short 
of  live-bait  flights,  had  that  morning  wrapped  a 
couple  of  extra  flights  up,  on  an  old  gimp  banjo 
string,  with  red  silk,  unvarnished  in  my  hurry  before 
leaving  home. 

I  fitted  him  up  before  we  parted  to  commence  fish- 
ing, putting  on  one  of  these  flights.    I  had  only  one 
gaff,  which  I  left  with  him,  Sam  having  forgotten 
his  also,  but  as  his  brother  George  was  "  giliying  "  me, 
I  thought  he  might  "  gilly  "  any  pike  I  brought  up 
with  a  good  forked  stick,  one  prong  being  cut  short 
and  sharp,  the  other  used  as  a  handle,  and  in  case 
of  a  notable  fish,  run  down  to  the  others  for  the 
reliable  gaff.  Walking  up  I  spied  a  smallish  fish  strike, 
and  we  decided  to  give  him  one  chance.   My  rod  was 
an  old  friend  I  had  not  used  for  year.s,  and  then  for 
sea  fishing,  and  time  had  not  improved  it.    At  the 
first  cast  true  to  the  place  sped  the  5in.  dace,  and 
like  a  lion  came  the  jack  ere  it  had  wobbled  a 
couple  of  yards.    The  water  was  shallow  and  my 
rod  down,  the  whole  thing  visible,  but  the  nerves 
hardly  steady  enough,  for  an  ominous  crack  pro- 
nounced my  strike  ill-judged ;  the  rod  had  given 
badly  just  above  the  bottom  feirule.    I  was  more 
than  annoyed,  and  kept  the  little  beast  in  conse- 
quence, though  he  barely  pulled  the  31b.  Hastily 
getting  some  carpet  thread  and  wax  out  of  my  box 
I  did  my  best  to  render  "  first  aid,"  and  was  almost 
ready  for  another  start  when  up  came  Sam  blowing 
hard.    "  Mr.  A.  has  just  lost  his  flight  in  a  big  'un, 
and  wants  some  more  gear,"    They  had  got  one  of 
Clb.  light  off,  and  thought  this  was  his  mate.  He 
had  struck  very  hard,  I  was  told,  on  none  too  taut 
a  line.    I  was  no  better,  and  could  only  laugh  it 
off  as  best  I  could.    Selecting  another  spinning 
trace  and  flight  as  a  standby,  I  gave  Sam  the  lot, 
telling  him  not  to  use  the  flight  on  the  banjo 
string,  vnless  he  lost  all  the  others  first.  .  ,  ,  We 
then  went  on  up  to  the  weir,  crossing  over  to  try 
the  near  fide  of  the  eddy,  under  the  ash  tree,  off 
the  mud  bank  at  the  mouth  of  the  "  carry."  Ere 
this  I  expect  some  of  my  readers  will  have  recog- 
nised the  water,  and  I  hope  have  had  as  good  fun 
there  as  the  writer  has  in  days  gone  by.    It  is  a 
lovely  fishy  spot,  to  get  fast  in  a  good  fish  and  the 
overhanging  boughs,  as  it  is  difficult  to  bowl  round 
arm  under  the  tree  on  account  of  the  reedy  bank 
and  rails  close  behind.    A  sprung  rod,  two  feet 
longer  than  one  is  used  to  as  a  rule,  is  not  too 
conducive  to  accuracy,  and  my  first  cast  went  out 
and    across  into  the  low  edge  of    the  eddy, 
but    produced    a    run    that  mauled    my  bait 
through   and   through.     *'In   with   it,  quick!" 
said    George;    "into    the    same    place,    as  it 
is,  and  let  it  sink."     So  I  did,   and  felt  it 
stop  as   thojgh   it  were   on   the  bottom,  with- 
out knowing  it  had  got  there,  and   more  than 
half  way  down  it  could  not  possibly  have  sunk 
Would  the  old  rod  stand  a  gocd  strike  ?    I  slid  my 
left  hand  up  to  the  weak  spot  and  tried.   Yes,  it  did 
all  right,  and  I  landed  it  jmt  below,  71b.  as  near  as 
Bcrooge  ;  I  shook  hands  with  myself,  and  thought 
of  T.  R.,  if  we  did  not  get  one  that  looked  better, 
tKat  ia,  shorter  and  thicker.    I  was  ab  nit  to  ca'^t 


again  when  George  drew  my  attention  to  the,  to 
him,  apparent  dry  condition  of  the  last  fish.  The 
varnish  of  Scotland  soon  improved  the  appearance 
of  things,  and  my  next  cast  slung  me  up  in  the  tree, 
nicely  cut  of  reach.  Whatever  old  fzaak  would 
have  said  did  not  occur  to  me ;  I  found  no  difficulty 
in  expressing  myself,  however: 

Each  blank  in  faithless  memory  void 
The  angler's  glowing  thought  fupplied. 
And  whilst  his  bait  in  ash  tree  hung. 
What  was  it  that  the  fisher  sung? 

I  forget  now  what  it  was.  I  gave  George  the 
red,  he  fiddled  away  and  got  it  faster  and  higher, 
with  a  sort  of  "Excelsior"  expression  on  his 
upturned  face,  almost  tumbling  in  as  he  did  it. 
When  my  pipe  was  well  lighted,  I  dived  into  the 
bag  for  my  grappling  iron  on  its  fifteen  yards  of 
good  whipcord,  made  for  me  whilst  I  waited  in 
the  cave  mouth  at  Castleton  once.  George  pulled 
on  the  line,  I  knotted  the  grapple  on  as  near  as  I 
could,  then  cut  my  reel  line,  fitted  up  anew,  and  left 
George  to  grapple  with  the  bough  I  had  made  such 
a  notablu  hash  of.  "  Don't  get  me  zur,"  said  he,  as 
I  did  the  trick  next  attempt,  and  round  it  spun. 
"  Now  it's  likely  !  "  "Surely  it  will  be  there  !  "  "Oh, 
crikey,  yes,  and  hold,  too  ! "  George  left  go,  but 
John  Esox  held,  and  a  good  fight  he  put 
up,  and  I  wondered  if  the  stick  gaff  would  be  good 
enough  for  him.  The  rod  with  its  kink  prevented 
me  doing  very  much  at  first,  and  gave  funny  play 
in  the  extreme.  However,  it  sufficed,  and  in  the 
end  one  rather  better  than  the  last  had  to  be 
varnished  as  before. 

George  retired  to  his  bow-wow,  and  the  way 
they  barked  at  each  other  was  novel  and  instructive, 
and  it  ended  in  his  slipping  in,  the  best  thing  he 
could  have  done,  for  whether  bank  or  bough  gave 
way  first  did  not  matter,  as  he  did  not  mind,  and  a 
very  strong  trace,  etc.,  was  saved, 

I  lost  a  fish  of  about  41b.  at  the  tail  of  the  pool 
on  the  far  side,  whither  I  had  recrossed,  and 
tempted  one  into  the  teens  to  "have  a  look"  close 
to  my  feet  in  the  deep,  strong  water  higher  up. 
And  now  comes  the  "  W^orried  Pike"  incident. 
The  sluices  were  all  but  closed  down,  I  think, 
anyhow  the  mill  was  running  hard,  and  in  the 
main  river  there  was  very  little  water.    "Zee  thur, 
zur,"  said  George,  and  pointed  to  a  vague  thadow 
uncier  the  far  bank,  lying  perhaps  3ft.  deep  and 
not  20  yards  away.    "Eight  or  nine  pounds?"  I 
asked.    "Twelve  or  vourteen,"  said  George,  and 
quietly  I  b?gan  the  match.     Right  across  below 
him  3ft,  almost  fouling  the  bank,  and  with  rapid 
spin,  up  past  and  outward  from  him.    No  go. 
"Asleep,  George  ?"    "Umph,  that  zud  waken  'e," 
quoth  George,  as  "plonk  "  gees  the  bait  2ft.  above  his 
snout.    It  lazily  sways  twice  or  thrice,  then  hurries 
agitatedly  to  my  side  with  perfect  spin.    No  go,  the 
second.    I  tried  above  him  from  below,  and  level 
with  him  from  higher  up,  and  fortune  favoured  me, 
for  the  kinkey  rod  seemed  •'  just  my  handwriting," 
and  I  doubt  if  I  ever  before  or  since  was  so 
"Homo;ea."    Knowing  how  well  they  had  been 
feeding,  I  was  disgusted,  and  picking  up  a  big  lump 
of  loose  sod,  hurled  it  with  all  my  might  high  in  its 
direction.    We  both  laughed  as  it  fell  right  over 
the  fish,  which  darted  towards  us,  and  lay  in  all  its 
glory.   The  sun  now  shone  brightly  on  its  glistening 
scales,  in  a  little  clear  patch,  three  quarters  the  size 
of  a  billiard  table,  in  the  centre  of  the  river,  not 
ten  yards  away,  6ft,  deep  at  most,  perhaps  under 
4ft.     "Put  a  live  bait  on,"  said  George.  So 
slipping  the  old    one  off,   I  ran  the  triangle 
through   the  dorsal  fin  of  a  lively  dace  and 
swung  it  out,  luck  taking  it  just  right  into  the 
clear    patch    of    water,  where    it    was  hardly 
covered    when    Jack    Esox    savagely    took  it, 
making    all    boil,    but    remaining    facing  me, 
where  he  was,  and  I  could  clearly  see  the  bait  was 
right  across  his  mouth,  its  head  and  tail  showing 
clear  each  side.    It  was  really  rather  good  fun  ;  if 
I  hit  him  then  I  might  pull  the  hook  out  ...  if  I 
waited  he  might  expel  the  bait,  being  now  at  any 
rate  wide  awake  and  having  both  eyes  on  us.  I 
slid  my  hand  slowly  up  to  the  fractured  place  and 
gripped  the  improvised  lapping  hard,  lowered  the 
point  and  gave  a  little  shake.    How  he  missed 
pulling  me  in  I  don't  know,  for  off  he  went  from 
me,  and  sore  my  finger  was  for  days  after  where 
the  line  burnt  in.    I  wanted  George  to  go  for  the 
gaff,  but  his  blood  was  up,  and  he  swore  by  all  the 
"Downs"  and"Ups'' and  Stonehenge  and  queer 
things  in  his  world  that  he'd  "gill  'e"  .  .  .  and 
g'U  him  he  did  most  deftly,  dragging  him  up  the 


steepish  bank  to  a  place  of  safety.  It  weighed 
II  Jib.,  and  its'  maw  is  open  on  the  wall  above  me 
now  as  I  write,  and  dependant  from  its  jaws  hang 
a  grapple,  a  conger  hook  on  five  inches  of  chain 
that  landed  the  thirty-seven  pounder  at  Port  Erin 
some  years  after,  and,  mrst  importanfof  all,  a  file 
holding  the  last  of  the  paid  bills  for  1904— at  least, 
1  hope  so.  I  forgot  to  say  that  when  I  had  got  my 
second  fish  the  little  3  pounder  showed  a  strong 
desire  to  swim  again,  and  on  our  putting  him  in  a 
quiet  place,  soon  recovered  enough  to  clear  out, 
and,  1  hope,  grow  very  wary  and  heavy  before  his 
final  kick  should  be  "  kuck." 

"Mr.  A.  and  Zam,  uU  a  zampled  that  ale,"  said 
George,  with  an  earnestness  that  told,  and  down- 
stream we  went,  to  find  the  punt  drawn  up  and 
its  occupants  keeping  three  eyes  in  the  boat  and 
one  on  the  float.  Under  a  sack  in  the  stern  lay 
three  fish,  Clb.,  121b  ,  and  51b.,  and  there  should 
have  been,  by  the  time  lunch  was  over,  anything 
up  to  sixty  more,  from  the  pulling  and  tugging  and 
bending  and  tearing  that  had  taken  place  during 
the  morning.  Anyhow,  the  Derbyshire  dry-fly  man 
had  had  a  good  time,  and,  with  what  he  had 
returned,  had  beaten  the  old  hand  well. 

The  12lb.  fish,  nicely  over  the  mark  it  was,  and 
a  trifle  shorter  than  my  fish  though  torn  a  bit  with 
the  gaff,  we  decided  to  send  to  old  Tom  R,  even 
though  it  was  much  bigger  than  he  asked  for.  His 
story  about  it  concludes  this  odd  but  true 
statement. 

After  lunch  we  began  again ;  Jack  keen  and 
sanguine,  myself,  however,  not  so  hopeful,  for  had 
not  a  lively  dace  daced  it  right  merrily  in  a  very 
good  hole,  with  a  good  lay- bye  at  the  bottom  and 
far  side,  all  to  no  effect,  for  fully  half  an  hour  ? 

I  selfishly  made  Jack  take  my  rod,  which  was 
quite  gocd  enough  to  live-bait  with,  and,  leaving 
him  one  hole,  began  downstream  in  front  of  him. 
I  think  I  lost  one  good  fish,  into  the  teens,  but 
never  saw  him  ;  Jack  losing  them  up  to  701b.  and 
901b.  quite.  But  when  the  pony  trap  came  we 
covered  the  bottom  of  the  cart  with  those  we 
ronld  weigh,  and  took  home  nine,  the  smallest 
being  51b.,  the  best  Jack's  12ib.  fish  of  the  morn- 
ing ;  and,  if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  we 
returned  more  than  we  kept.  They  made  a  good 
show  on  the  lawn  when  we  got  in,  and  the  smallest 
fish  tasted  very  good,  with  i!s  rather  extravagant 
surroundings  and  conte.its,  next  night  for  dinner. 

Some  time  afterwards  Jack  and  I  had  been 
shooting  with  Tom  R.,  and  after  dinner  he  took 
down  an  old  box  from  the  mantelpiece  in  his  den. 
and,  opening  it,  gave  me  my  trace,  the  gimp  of 
which  had  been  cut  clean  in  two  about  five  inches 
above  the  top  triangle.  ...  I  say  it  was  my  trace, 
for  it  was  part  of  the  old  'jo  string,  and  the  hooks 
were  wrapped  on  with  my  unvarnished  red  silk. 
It  was  in  the  121b.  fish  we  sent  him,  "together 
with  two  fine  dace,"  as  he  said.  The  action  of  the 
gastric  juices  had  oxidised  the  hooks,  but  I  caught 
many  a  jack  on  them  afterwards,  though  now  they 
lie  firmly  embedded  in  a  sunken  tree  in  the 
Bedfordshire  Ouse,  a  long  way  from  Tom  R.'fl 
string  box. 

I  have  heard  of  and  seen  many  strange  things 
whilst  fishing  and  at  other  times,  and  am  glad  of 
those  two  odd  occurrences,  for  they  taught  me  to 
believe  more  in  the  veracious  angler  and  the 
voracious  pike  than  I  had  done  up  to  that  time.  I 
am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  the  fish  family 
feel  no  pain,  anl  will  cjme  again  when  missed  if 
they  see  nothing  to  arouse  their  suspicions;  but 
that  suspicion  is  instantly  aroused  if  they  feel  their 
freedom  impaired  in  the  very  tiniest  wee  bit:  I 
mean  the  sense  of  capture  or  being  held  captive. 

Perhaps  the  pike  is  the  boldest  of  all  fish  that 
comes  within  the  ken  of  the  English  angler  of 
average  means ;  but  I  have  in  two  consecutive 
throws  lost  a  Stewart  tackle  and  No.  3  shot  in  a 
S.^oz.  trout,  and  got  the  lot  the  second  venture 
when  I  had  mended  up,  which  shows  a  trout,  shy 
as  he  is  built,  can  "come  again  "  as  long  as  he  has 
not  been  held  the  first  time.  Conger,  I  have  been 
told  by  men  I  believe,  care  for  very  little  under  the 
waves,  but  I  have  actually  teased  a  baby  pike,  at 
the  punt'i  very  edge,  by  taking  Ihe  bait  away  from 
him  with  no  more  line  from  the  rod  top  tlian  the 
four  feet  of  my  trace  and  flight,  and  surely  the 
punt  and  occupants,  one  of  them  splashing  a  fat 
dace  in  front  of  its  nose,  would  scare  any  o'.her 
fish.  I  have  also  seen  a  pike,  after  being  played 
and  lost,  turn  round,  loath  to  be  beaten,  or  should 
I  say  foiled  of  its  feed,  and  pretend  to  take  the 
bait  again.  Hair  Cast. 
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Lairg  is  best  described  as  the  jumping-off 
ground  of  Sutherlandshire.  The  station,  as  I  saw 
it  the  other  day,  is  a  good  deal  altered  and 
improved  by  the  trees  which  have  grown  up  around 
it  since  1876,  and.  thank  goodness,  it  has,  so  far, 
escaped  the  attention  of  the  builders  of  the  hydro- 
pathics and  villas  which  have  so  changed  the  old 
aspect  at  Pitlochry  and  Kingussie. 

The  shore  of  a  Highland  loch  on  a  calm  August 
evening,  with  the  daylight  still  lingering  in  the 
northern  sky,  and  nothing  to  break  the  silence  save 
the  occasional  flop  of  a  rising  trout,  or  when, 

Far,  far  off,  to  the  slumbrous  eve 
Bayeth  an  old  guard  hound, 

probably  a  pointer  or  setter,  might  well  pass  for 
Paradise  were  it  not  for  one  drawback — midges. 
There  is  no  escape  from  them.  One  soon  tires  of 
futilely  slapping  cheeks  and  ears,  and  stroking  the 
calf  of  one  leg  with  the  shoe  on  the  other  in  a  vain 
endeavour  to  destroy  the  hosts  that  have  entrenched 
themselves  in  knickerbocker  stockings  ;  a  hair  shirt 
of  the  most  penitential  nature  woxild  be  as  a 
garment  of  silk  compared  to  a  rough  stocking 
possessed  by  midges. 

"  You  will,  perhaps,  be  going  to  try  ta  loch  to- 
morrow, sir,"  said  a  soft  Highland  voice  behind  us, 
and,  on  looking  round,  we  saw,  regally  indifferent 
to  the  midges,  Rory  Mackay,  head  boatman  at  the 
hotel,  and  genuine  unspoiled  Highlander.  Would 
that  there  were  more  like  him  to-day ! 

I  don't  fish  myself,  but  my  boys  are  going  to 
fish  to-morrow,"  said  my  father. 

"  Ah,  wh-ell."  This  rather  doubtfully  from 
Rory.  He  had  come  down  intending  to  offer  to  go 
with  us  himself,  but  when  he  discovered  that  it 
was  only  boys  who  were  going  to  fish,  he  had 
visions  of  either  a  long  day's  trolling  or,  if  flies 
were  used,  of  many  casts  to  disentangle,  not  to 
mention  possibilities  of  hooks  in  his  eyes,  or  ears, 
or  nose ;  perhaps  in  all  three. 

"  The  young  chentlemen  wiU  perhaps  have  fished 
before,  and  do  they  use  ta  flies  or  ta  phantom  ?  " 

On  being  assured  that  we  despised  phantoms, 
and  had  fished  for  years,  Rory,  who  seemed  to 
have  a  weight  taken  off  his  mind,  aimoimced  that 
he  would  come  out  with  us  himself  next  day. 

"  August  is  a  pretty  good  month  for  fishing,  is 
it  not  ? " 

"It  iss  petter  than  July,  putt  not  so  good  as 
September,  and  June  is  petter  than  aal ;  putt  she 
will  be  catching  some  trout  to-morrow." 

"Well,  Rory,  we  will  start  at  nine  o'clock  to- 
morrow ;  good  night," 

"Good-night,  sir,  and  young  chentlemen  ;  I  will 
pe  there." 

We,  none  of  us,  required  a  sleeping  draught  that 
night.  Breakfast  was  at  eight  o'clock,  but  7.30 
found  M.  and  myself  outside  looking  for  Rory. 
When  that  individual  had  examined  our  rods, 
which,  with  boyish  eagerness,  we  put  up  before 
breakfast  so  as  not  to  lose  any  precious  minutes 
afterwards,  he  remarked: 

"  If  ta  basket  iss  as  good  as  ta  rods  at  ta  end  of 
ta  day,  there  wiU  pe  trout  killed — whateffer." 

Our  flies,  however,  similar  to  those  which  we 
used  at  home,  did  not  meet  with  his  approval. 

"  They  are  far  too  smaal  for  Loch  Shin ;  you 
will  pe  getting  some  of  ta  right  sort  in  ta  hotel." 

From  this  it  must  not  be  gathered  that  Rory 
was  trying  to  push  the  sale  of  flies  in  the  hotel ; 
whatever  might  be  the  case  nowadays,  he  spoke 
only  in  the  interest  of  the  day's  sport.  The  flies 
which  we  got  would  be  laughed  at  by  fishermen  to- 
day, and  ignored  by  trout — large  Black  and  Red 
Palmers  of  the  size  of  sea-trout  flies,  the  former 
being  simply  a  huge  Zulu  (an  almost  unknown 
name  in  those  days),  and  some  fearful  and  wonder- 
ful confections  with  guinea-fowl  wings  and  dyed 
rough  pig's  wool  bodies,  with  broad  tinsel. 

As  may  be  imagined  in  the  case  of  two  keen 
youngsters  starting  on  a  day's  fishing,  it  was 
slightly  before  the  appointed  hour  of  nine  when 
we  left  the  pier.  The  day  was  distinctly  favour- 
able for  fishing,  with  a  moderate  west  wind  blowing 
down  the  loch,  necessitating  a  row  up  the  loch  for 
a  mile  or  two  in  order  that  we  might  drift  back 
along  one  of  the  shores.  On  Rory's  suggestion  we 
pulled  up  to  the  spot  where  the  Tirry  enters  the 
loch. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  late  Duke  of  Suther- 
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land  was  attempting  to  reclaim,  by  means  of  steam 
ploughs,  etc.,  some  of  the  land  on  the  shores  of 
Loch  Shin ;  and  Rory,  in  whose  estimation  we  had 
still  fmrther  risen  when  he  discovered  that  we  "had 
a  few  words  of  ta  Gaelic,"  was  full  of  the  subject, 
and  not  over-sanguine  about  its  success — a  view 
which  experience  has  proved  to  be  correct.  Of 
]Mr.  M'lver  he  held  a  great  opinion— greater  than 
that  which  he  held  about  another  factor  on  the 
same  estates,  who  was  not  famous  for  his  liberality. 
Anent  this  weakness  he  related  an  amusing  story. 

"  They  say  the  Chuke — he  is  a  good  man  the 
Chuke — was  in  ta  ofiBce  at  Golspie  ta  other  day 
when  a  poor  crofter  woman  came  in.    '  Give  me 

ten  shillings,  Mr.  ,  for  this  woman,'  says  ta 

Chuke.  When  his  grace  got  ta  money  he  put  his 
hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  taking  out  a  sovereign, 
gave  it  to  ta  old  pody,  sa3Tng,  'Here  are  ten 

shillings  from  Mr.  ,  and  a  pound  from  myself.' 

They  do  say  it  did  Mr.          a  great  deal  of  good. 

He  is  a  fine  man  ta  Chuke." 

We  picked  up  a  few  small  trout  trolling  our  flies 
behind  the  boat  on  the  row  up,  and  after  Rory 
had  been  duly  refreshed  to  the  toast  of  "  Life  to 
man  and  death  to  fishes,"  we  settled  down  to  our 
drift. 

"  The  father  of  the  trout  the  minister  lost  last 
year." 

This  from  M.,  who  had  hooked  a  really  large 
trout. 

"  He  is  a  good  man  ta  meenister ;  you  will  not 
pe  landing  that  trout  ? " 
"  Why,  Rory  ?  " 

"It  iss  pad  to  joke  about  ta  meenister;  he 
aalways  speaks  ta  truth.  Well,  well,  he's  off  what- 
effer," and  my  brother's  flies  were  floating  in  the 
breeze. 

"  Better  luck  next  time,  Rory." 

"  Ta  young  chentleman  takes  it  petter  than  a 
Sassenach  pody  who  was  trjdng  to  fish  here  last 
week." 

"What  about  him? " 

"He  hooked  a  smaal  ferox  on  ta  fly,  and  chust 
let  him  run  aal  ta  line  out  of  ta  reel  and  break ; 
then  sat  down,  trembling,  as  white  as  a  dead  man, 
and  said,  'Thank  God.'  Loch  Shin  will  not  pe  ta 
place  for  ta  like  of  him  whateffer ;  ta  man  I  mean," 
the  latter  words  in  a  subdued  tone  when  Rory 
realised  the  double  meaning  which  might  be 
attached  to  the  latter  part  of  his  remark. 

Seven  or  eight  more  trout,  and  then  lunch. 
What  glorious  lunches  these  were  on  the  shores  of 
Sutherland  lochs,  when  our  father  for  the  time 
became  a  boy  as  joyous  as  his  own  boys.  In  those 
days  hope  reigned  in  our  breasts,  and  atra  cura 
really  had  a  "  back  seat."  When  the  time  came 
to  restart,  after  R  ory  had  been  duly  refreshed  by 
another  dram,  which  he  drank  to  the  fearsome 
toast — ta  meenister  must  have  been  forgotten — of 
"  More  plood,"  we  settled  down  to  a  solid  after- 
noon's fishing,  which  resulted  in  our  catching  over 
two  dozen  trout  averaging  considerably  over  Jib. — 
From  an  article  by  Me.  John  B.  Gbahame  in 
Longman's  Magazine, 


Mimetic  Crabs. —  One  of  the  porcelain  crabs,  the 
"  broad-claw "  species,  says  the  Counlry-Side,  by 
means  of  small  hairs  which  grow  upon  its  tack, 
accumulates  mud  whereby  it  is  made  inconspicuous 
to  predatory  fish  and  other  creatures. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thu/rsday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — Owing  to  (ha 
heavy  giles,  which  have  generally  been  bitt?rly 
cold,  sport  has  not  been  ve  y  grand.  The  river  has 
been  improved  by  the  rain,  and  if  the  temperature 
would  only  remnin  reisonably  steady,  son.ething 
much  better  might  ba  done.  Leives  are  now  falling 
fast,  and  the  autumn  and  winter  fishing  will  sjon 
begin  in  real  earnest.  In  the  lower  reaches  a  roach 
of  21b.  2Joz.  has  been  taken  by  a  member  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  A.S.,  whilst;  sn  angler  fishing  ofE 
the  Canbury  promenade  at  Kingston  caught  a  61b. 
trout  on  ledger  tackle.  The  fish  wos  ca'efully 
returned  to  the  water  as  the  trouting  sex-on  is 
over.  Walter  McB  iHe,  of  TeJdingt m,  informs  mo 
that  out  with  Mr.  T.  Maitland  one  and  a  halt  d  ys, 
he  had  nine  barbel  (returned),  the  biggest  fi:h 
going  4Jlb.  One  day,  w^th  G.  Chapman,  six  cloze.i 
roach  and  dace,  ani  six  dozen  gudgeon.  One  day, 
with  Mr.  Whe  Idon  and  friend,  six  dozen  gudgeon, 
three  dozen  dace,  one  jack,  and  eight  perch.  Some 
good  loach  have  been  caught  at  the  weir  by  Mr. 
Hemraingway  and  Mr.  Baldwin  by  using  weed,  and 
Mr.  Tomlinson  has  had  good  roach  on  biead-crusfc 
and  gentles.  Mr.  M.  Gunn,  whilst  fishing  in  the 
reach  below  the  Vck,  was  cut;  down  by  a  private 
steam  launch,  the  latter  si.nking  tha  punt.  Mr. 
Gunn  and  hit  friend  were  both  thrown  into  the 
water,  but  got  on  boa  d  the  launch.  The  incident 
was  a  pure  accident  and  is  to  be  amicably  settled. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  writing  in  the  Surrey  Advertiser, 
says  : — '"  The  restocking  committee  appointed  by 
the  Weybiidge  Angling  Asjociation  recently  helJ  a 
meeting,  when  the  matter  of  rejtocking  the  lo:al 
Thames  waters  was  discussed  at  considerable  length. 
This  committee  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  Wey- 
bridge  and  Shepperton  branch  of  the  trout  re;t  )ck- 
ing  societies,  and  is  formed  for  the  purpoe  of  cjlleot- 
ing  funds  for  the  purcha.se  op  carriage  of  coarse 
fish.  Trout  fishing  is  regarded  by  some  fishers 
as  the  rich  man's  sport,  and  so  it  is  to  some 
extent,  perhaps  more  for  the  time  it  takes  than  for 
the  mere  money  expended,  for  once  the  tackle  is 
procured  and  a  weir  ticket  purchased  there  is  little 
moie  real  expense  in  Thames  trouting  than  in  other 
fishing.  Certainly  it  comes  very  expensive  to  the 
man  who  travels  long  distances  and  always  employs 
a  professional,  and  it  is  matter  of  regret  that 
many  Thames  trout  fishers  have  not  the  knowledge 
necessary  for  the  work,  and  are  compelled  in  conse- 
quence to  fish  with  a  professional,  or  let  that 
particular  branch  of  angling  alone.  So  much  the 
better  for  the  professional ;  trouting  comes  in  at 
a  very  slack  season  of  the  year,  and  the  man  who 
must  otherwise  spend  an  idle  day  looks  upon  the 
trout  fisher  as  a  valuable  customer.  It  needs  little 
thought  on  the  part  of  the  professional  to  realise 
that  restocking  with  trout  is  of  the  utm  st  interest 
to  him.  It  is  certainly  n:t  the  intention  of  the 
members  of  the  W.A.A.  to  le".  the  trout  business 
drop,  and  I  am  not  disclosing  any  secrets  when  I 
say  a  large  number  of  good-.':ized  trout  will  be  placed 
in  the  Weybridge  water  next  spring.  The  fish  are 
ordered,  and  doubtless  we  shaU  see  another  interested 
gathering  on  the  river's  bank  when  they  arrive. 
The  man  who  takes  his  pleasure  in  angling  for 
coarse  fish  dese;  ves  full  consideration,  and  certainly 
he  gets  it  from  the  T.A  P.S.  The  consignments  of 
fish  secured  through  the  influence  and  efforts  of 
that  society  bear  ample  witness  to  the  fact  that 
coarse  fi;h  restocking  is  not  forgotten.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  a  common  error  to  imagine  that 
theT  A.P.S.  is  a  restocking  society.  It  is  nothing 
of  the  sort ;  it  is  a  preservation  society,  and  this 
should  be  borne  in  mind  by  those  who  sometimes 
call  out  for  more  consignments  of  fish.  Some 
months  ago  a  great  quantity  of  fish  was  brought 
from  below  Sunbury  to  Weybiidge.  The  fish 
came  from  a  T.A. P.S.  netting,  but  the  whole 
expense  of  carriage  was  defrayed  by  the  Weybridge 
Angling  Association,  and  some  of  its  members  spent 
an  arduous  day  in  helping  to  net  the  fish  and  trans- 
port them  to  Weybridge.  Quite  recently  a  further 
consignment  of  fish,  again  through  the  T.A.P.S., 
went  to  Chertsey ;  and  I  ask  all  who  think  the 
interests  of  coarse  fishing,  as  regards  restocking,  are 
not  being  looked  after  to  remember  the.=e  two  net- 
tings. There  are  many  others  I  could  refer  to. 
Now,  all  these  matters  have  been  discussed  in  many 
quarters,  and  a  sub-committee  has  besn  appointed 
by  the  W.A.A.  to  see  what  can  be  done  in  the  way 
of  collecting  subscriptions  for  local  restocking.  The 
matter  is  important  to  all  who  fi  h  the  Weybridge- 
Shepperton  district,  and  if  the  scheme  meets  with 
generous  support  undoubtedly  much  good  can,  and 
wUl,  be  done.  There  are  many  selfish'  fishers  of 
publi3  water,   men   who  will  not  give  a  penny 
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toward'  improving  their  own  sport,  yet  are  only 
too  willing  to  take  advantage  of  what  may  be  done 
for  them.  To  such  we  do  not  appenl  for  subscrip- 
tions, yet  I  am  confident  from  whnt  transpired  at 
the  meeting  nt  the  Old  Crown  Hotel  that  a  good 
Btart  will  be  made,  a'  d  that,  at  any  rate,  a  sum 
will  be  suhs  ribed  of  snficieiit  amount  to  bring  a 
large  quan^i'y  of  fish  from  a  long  distance  should 
the  opportunity  arise.  If  any  sportsman  will 
as-i=!t,  sub-icriptions  may  be  pent  to  the  hon  sec. 
of  the  VV.A.A.,  Mr.  Geo.  Light,  whose  address  is 
'Maisonette,'  Dorche^ter-road,  Weybrilge."  I 
am  glad  something  is  to  be  done  to  restock  thi-j 
portion  of  the  Thamrs,  and  have  nlways  contsndod 
that  anglers  are  only  studying  their  own  sport  in  a 
fair  manner  when  they  subscribe  to  the  restocking 
funds  in  vogue  at  those  districts  they  enjoy  their 
fishing. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). —  Only  a  fair  stream  has  been 
running  during  the  past  week  with  the  water  almost 
gin-clear,  and  the  rough  winds  have  made  successful 
angling  almost  impossible.  Those,  however,  who 
hnve  been  able  to  choose  a  quiet  day  have  met  with 
fair  success.  Mr.  Lee,  fishing  with  J.  Sargeant,  has 
taken  eight  chub,  weighing  161b.  (best  fish,  2ilb.), 
by  casting  with  a  dead  frog.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has 
taken  some  half-dozen  barbel  up  to  nearly  Clb.  and 
8'ime  good  chub  whili  fishing  with  R.  Young  near 
Medmenhara.  G.  Smith,  with  a  local  angler,  has 
tal^en  121b.  of  roach  during  an  afternoon's  fishing 
at  Shipl  <ke.  Some  fair-si/ed  jack  and  roach  have 
been  taken  by  local  anglers.  Gudgeon,  too,  at 
times  feed  freely.  The  river  btUl  wants  more  rain. 
— Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Richmond). — A  few  more  barbel  have 
been  taken,  one  bank  angler  secured  three,  the 
largest  about  3Jlb.  There  has  also  been  some  good 
si/e  roach  and  dace  tnken.  In  our  last  report  Mr. 
Sigmund's  take  was  put  down  as  2Jlb.  of  roach  and 
dace  in  three  hours,  it  -hould  have  been  3Jlb.  All 
the  puntsaien  are  in  full  trim  now,  to  go  out  with 
any  anglers  who  would  wish  to  patronise  them. — 
G-^YNOR  AND  Son. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Hera- 
mini-'S,  one  day  with  me,  caught  ITJlb.  of  roa'h 
and  dace  and  one  bream  of  21b.  The-river  is  in  fair 
condition,  bu*^  wherever  you  go  the  gudgeon  are 
a  nni-ance. — H.  Herbert. 

Thames  (Teddiu^on  Weir). — Fishing  has  been 
very  good  the  last  few  days,  roash  especially.  In 
three  days  I  got  twenty-two  dozen  gudgeon,  one 
jack,  eight  perch,  seven  dozen  dace,  and  nine  barbel 
(sn  i  all ),  my  respective  client  s  beingMessrs.  Wheel  don , 
James,  and  Mai  land.  The  roach  also  have  been 
feeding  well  on  the  weed.  Mr.  H.  Willing  had  one 
jack  of  4flb.  H.  Bishop  has  also  been  doing  well. 
W.  McBride. 

Thames  Twickenham). — The  river  i?  in  a  good 
condition  with  a  good  colour,  and  good  bags  are  the 
order.  C.  Brown  has  just  come  ashore  with  a  very 
large  bng.  R.  Spong  also  had  a  good  bag.  Fishing 
during  the  past  week,  medium.  A  large  number  of 
anglers  are  trying  for  jack  in  the  deeps,  as  Mr. 
George  Baker,  of  the  Horse  and  Groom,  is  offering 
a  good  all-round  rod,  value  tifis.,  for  the  largest 
taken  this  month  between  Richmond  and  Ted- 
dington  Locks  ;  al:0  a  roach  rod,  value  35s,,  for  the 
heaviest  weight  of  fish  taken  in  one  day  by  one 
man  or  woman  during  this  month.  AH  are  invited 
to  compete  ;  no  charge. — Tom  Auger. 

Avon  (Kingwood). — This  river  is  now  very  low 
and  clear,  and  sport  has  not  been  at  its  best.  Mr. 
Hopkins  on  Sept.  27,  took  four  pike,  but  all  small, 
the  largest  5lb. ;  on  Sept.  23,  Mr.  T.  Buckley  took 
four  pike,  the  largest  6lb.,  and  some  very  nice  roach 
up  to  1  J!b.  On  Seot.  30,  Mr.  Buskleyone  pike  of  f  Jib., 
and  five  perch,  the  la'-gest,  21b.,  and  Mr.  Polden  six 
pike,  the  lai  gest,  11  lb.,  and  the  same  angler  to-day 
(Oct.  4)  took  some  pike,  the  largest  121b. — M.  W. 
Hayteb. 

Bottisbam  Looks  (Waterheaoh). — During  the 
past  fortnight  sport  has  been  disappointing,  anglers 
having  to  contend  with  boisterous  north  east  winds 
which  made  the  water  very  thick,  but  the  re:ent 
heavy  rains  have  much  improved  matters.  To-day 
(Wednesday),  wind  has  changed  for  the  better, 
80uth-we-t,  with  calmer  weither.  Sport  among-t 
the  roach  is  promi-ing,  the  river  being  well  stocked 
with  them,  they  are  now  getting  into  their  winter 
quaiters;  only  a  few  small  creels  had  this  week, 
largest  fish,  1  lb.  Bream  dead  off  the  feed.  Anglers 
are  now  turning  their  attention  to  the  pike,  and  the 
river  being  over-.^ locked  with  them,  we  are  expecting 
good  takes.  Punt  on  the  spot. — John  O.  Geobqe, 
Jieche-road,  Ca^nbridge. 

Curnisb  Stieamb — In  the  Camel  there  are 
plenty  of  f  alin<  n,  but  peal  fishing  may  be  (  onsiJered 
over.  Sever  1 1  fishers  have  been  at  close  quarters 
witli  the  former,  and  one  Or  two  \  ealhave  Leen  got. 
The  Fowey  seems  to  be  shoAing  a  little  betters  ort 
and  the  Lynher  is  »gain  clear.  The  Phoenix  Mine 
people  have  evidently  taken  the  hint  given  them 
and  are  ceasing  to  sond  down  pollution.  1\Hsh 


Frances  Mole  got  salmon  of  5Jlb.  and  12Jlb.  in  this 
river. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  season  for 
rods  concluded  on  Sept.  30.  Several  fishermen 
were  out  the  list  few  days  of  the  season,  but  sport 
was  somewhat  po  T  owing,  primarily,  to  the  liwness 
of  the  water,  and  many  anglers  avow  that  they 
have  not  known  the  water  to  be  so  low  for  many 
years.  Last  week  Mr.  Jackson  ki'led  three  salmon, 
whilst  the  other  "tikes"  recorded  are  three  peal  by 
Mr.  E.  Distin,  two  by  Mr.  H.  Full,  and  on  the  last 
day  of  the  season  Mr.  E.  Distin  al-o  had  a  nice  brace 
of  trout.  A  gentleman  staying  at  Buckfastleigh  has 
had  capital  sport  with  peal. — Dkvonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).  —  The 
river  rose  a  foot  on  Wednesday  (Oct.  4),  and  is  now 
in  order  for  salmon  fishing,  but  the  weather  is 
threatening,  and  the  probability  is  that  we  shall 
have  a  good  flood.  Salmon  are  running,  but  in 
what  numbers  is  not  yet  to  be  ascertained.  Mr. 
Tom  Johnston  on  Monday  (Oct.  2)  had  a  fish,  21  lb., 
with  fly. — -Black  Tom  o'  titk  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  season  on  the  Carey 
has  concluded.  On  the  whole  it  has  been  about  the 
average.  The  hot  season  and  lowness  of  the  water 
have  interfered  with  angling  somewhat,  but  in  June 
and  Jidy  so  ne  nice  baskets  were  obtained.  Better 
sport  has  been  obtained  during  the  past  sea-son  on 
Blagdon  Lake  where  some  nice  sized  fish  have 
been  hooked.  For  the  last  week's  fishing 
on  the  Okement,  Lew,  and  Torridge  several 
rods  were  out,  but  la-ge  basketi  were  n  t  secured. 
The  past  season's  net  Ashing  in  the  Teign  shows 
that  in  March  ten  salmon  and  fourteen  fea-trout 
were  taken:  April,  fifteen  salmon,  one  bulltrout, 
and  twenty  sea- trout ;  May,  170  salmon,  ton  bull- 
trout, sixty-seven  sea-trout ;  June,  199  salmon, 
eight  grilse,  fo-ty-two  sea-trout;  July,  eighteen 
salmon,  ten  grilse,  four  sea-trout;  Aug.,  fifty-swen 
salmon,  thirteen  gril  e,  three  sea-trout;  making  a 
g-nnd  total  of  403  salmon,  with  an  approximate 
weight  of  50(i21b.  ;  thi:  ty-one  grilse,  weighing 
1631b.;  eleven  bull-trout,  weighing  701b.;  and  150 
sea- 1  rout,  weighing  4341b.  The  total  value  of  the 
fish  was  £416  Is.  4d.  The  salmon  averaged  111b. 
the  grilse  5Jlb ,  and  the  sea  trout  21b.  each — 

Di'VONlAN. 

Eden  (Carlisle). —  Anglers  are  still  hoping  for  a 
flood  to  bring  up  some  salmon,  but  at  present  there 
is  no  sign  of  one.  The  only  sport  is  among  the 
herlings,  which  are  plentiful  this  year,  and  as  usual 
the  late  run  was  the  best  for  size  of  fish.  Mr.  T.  Y. 
Bramwcll  is  quite  the  champion  herling  fisher  this 
year.  One  day  last  week,  fishing  at  Crosby  Rocks, 
he  had  two  sea-trout  and  ten  herling,  which 
weighed  121b.  ;  on  Saturday  last  he  had  thi:ty-two, 
weigtdng  121b. ;  and  on  Monday  four  sea-trout  and 
forty-two  herling,  we'ghing  2  i\h.,  all  caught  with 
the  fly  on  the  Cargo  water.  Tha  bailiffs  came  across 
two  poachers  soon  after  midnight  not  far  from 
Carlisle  on  Monday,  and  they  wdl  cease  to  trouble 
us  for  a  couple  of  months.  They  are  both  old 
hands,  and  well  out  of  the  way. — Silver-Grey, 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  In  the  Exe  and 
Creedy  some  go^^d  roach,  dace  and  perch  have  been 
caught  with  pas'e,  live  minnows,  and  lobworms 
respectively  ;  also  some  large  eels  with  dead  minnow, 
but  beyond  this  but  little  has  been  done.  In  the 
canal  at  Hannaford's  Lock,  Cjuntess  Weir,  Lime 
Kilns,  Topsham  Locks  and  Tarf  some  fine  tench  have 
been  c  iught,  some  perch,  roach,  an  l  one  or  two  pike. 
I  hear  that  the  new  angling  club  in  the  city  is 
popular,  and  an  increased  number  of  subscribers 
with  more  additional  prizes  are  expected.  The  bass 
and  mullet  fishing  at  Exm^uthPier,  dock  and  in 
the  estuary  has  been  very  go<d,  Mr.  R.  Mostyn 
taking  one  from  the  pier  of  2 Jib.  Numbers  of 
smaller  size  have  been  taken  in  the  dock. — Red 
Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  is  fresher,  but 
still  bright,  and  the  cold,  high  winds  and  unsettled 
weather  have  again  proved  another  drawback  to 
spO't.  A  few  nice  pound  roach  have  been  landed 
at  Ward  and  Hertford,  and  a  dace  of  r2oz.  has 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Hariison,  of  the  North  Bow  A.S. 
A  carp  of  about  IJlb.  was  recently  landed  in  the 
Hertford  waters,  where  this  spe:;ie3  of  fish  is  seldom 
met  with.  Pike  ought  to  begin  to  feed  now,  as  the 
weeds  are  decaying  and  the  weather  is  much  colder. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

lingg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  rurming  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  colder,  and  some  rain  has  been  had,  and 
has  refreshed  the  river.  Grayling  are  sporting  well 
at  the  fly.  Ariglers  have  not  been  very  busy  this 
week,  the  wind  being  in  the  east,  but  some  very 
fair-fcizoj  fish  have  been  landed. — Gwynnr. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  wished  for 
freshet  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  peal  and  sal  mm 
fishers  are  in  denpair.  Tlio  Otter  is  very  low,  and  it 
is  quite  useless  to  try  for  a  peal  until  more  water 
comes  into  the  river.  The  trout  are  now  commenc- 
ing spawning  operations  in  earned,  and  are  making 


their  way  up  the  tributary  brooks  whi  h  run  into 
the  main  stream.  This  is  the  time  when  keepers 
and  river  watchers  should  be  particularly  on  the 
look-out  to  check  the  ruthless  destruction  of  weak 
fish  in  the  brooks  by  village  boys  and  older  po.a'  hers. 
A  fearful  lot  of  harm  can  be  done  to  a  trout  stream 
at  this  time  of  year. — Hbron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — The  river  here  is  now 
all  right,  and  pike  have  started  making  a  move  out 
of  the  weeds,  which  have  rotted  away  nicely  and 
are  no  trouble  at  all,  so  paternostering  can  now  be 
indulged  in  with  safety.  We  have  had  some  decent 
perch  on  the  gudgeon  during  the  week.  It  is  now 
(Wednesday)  raining  again,  which  will  still  further 
improve  matters  in  our  reach  here. — A.  Soahd. 

Ouse  (Kuntingfdon). — Weather  very  windy  and 
weather  somewhat  unsettled.  Not  the  slighte  t 
improvement  in  the  colour  of  the  water.  With  all 
these  drawbacks  prospects  of  sport  are  of  coursa 
very  poor  indeed. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Sussex  Xlivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
weather  during  the  week  has  been  stormy,  witli 
heavy  rains  in  many  districts.  Rivers  are  high,  and 
anglers  have  been  unwilling  to  risk  a  shaking  for  a 
few  hours'  sport.  Visitors  to  the  Cuekmere  have 
been  fairly  successful.  Ten  bream,  taken  by  Mr. 
A.  Snelgrove.  weighed  13Jlb. ;  five  captured 
by  Mr.  F.  Holmes,  5^1b.  ;  and  Mr.  F.  King, 
three  weighing  421b.  At  Barcombe  Mills 
recently  M  jssrs.  S.  and  E.  Foster,  while  pike 
fishing,  had  a  curious  experience.  A  pike  of  8Jlb. 
look  both  baits  and  was  hooked  and  landed.  I 
hear  the  fish  is  to  be  set  up.  A  few  g  )od  roach, 
six  fish  weighing  51b.,  and  a  brace  of  pike  of  5Jlb. 
and  4Jlb.  respectively  are  notified  from  the  Ouse, 
near  Fletching.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order 
bar  the  weeds,  but  has  been  well-nigh  deserted 
during  the  week,  and  there  is  nothing  worth 
recording.  There  are  some  heavy  pike  to  be  seen 
feeding,  computed  at  from  8lb.  to  101b.  One  in  the 
upper  reach  near  the  basin,  and  others  between 
the  locks. — George  F.  Svlter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Raining  hard  and  glass  very 
low.  There  is  every  probability  of  a  good  spats. 
Many  salmon  are  seen  daily,  but  only  four  caught 
the  last  few  days.  Weights:  14lb,  141b.,  91b.,  and 
8lb.  Several  have  been  list.  Water  is  rising,  and 
with  this  rain  sport  should  be  goad;  the  prospects 
of  good  sport  have  decidedly  improved. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Tame  in  this  part  ii  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  but  the  weather  tliis 
week  has  not  been  so  favourable  for  fishing  as 
during  the  past  weeks.  A  fair  number  of  r.ids 
have  been  out,  and  have  used  various  flies,  and  dishes 
of  eight  and  tan  b.aoe  of  grayling  were  landed  in 
the  water  below  Lu'JfL.rd  at  the  end  of  last  week. 
This  week  some  fair  fish  have  been  taken  above 
the  Castle. — S.  Ludlow. 

Torcross  Ley. — Tne  weather  is  now  very  fine, 
and  the  sport  for  pike,  perch,  and  rudd  is  very  good. 
The  bay  is  still  full  of  mackerel,  and  the  sport  is 
excellent.  Mr.  W.  Poynter  caught  ninety,  whiffing, 
before  eight  o'clock  on  Oct.  3. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Sivers. — The  Tyne  is  in  good  fishing  order,  several 
fresh-run  salmon  have  been  killed  on  the  North 
Tyne,  and  on  the  Rede  sport  is  good,  plenty  of 
fish.  The  Tyne  at  the  meetings  has  fished  well, 
five  fish  falling  to  one  rod.  The  Coquet  is  in 
capital  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  anglers  are  having 
a  good  time  of  it.  Mr.  C.  Bergna,  on  Sept.  2J, 
killed  a  good  Coquet  trout  on  salmon  fly,  scaling 
4Jlb  ,  three  salmon,  heaviest  fish  161b.,  down  to 
91b  ;  Mr.  J.  S  ott,  the  same  day,  killed  twenty- four 
trout,  one  83aling  21b.,  and  one  salmon.  The  water 
on  Saturday  was  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  rods 
were  in  evidence  all  along  the  Coquetside;  Mr. 
Heppel,  of  Acklington,  killed  a  fine  salmon  of 
191b.  This  enthusiastic  angler  during  the  mmth 
of  September  grassed  no  less  than  eighteen  sidmon, 
varying  in  weight  from  81b.  to  191  b.  His  prin;ipal 
killing  flies  were  Silver  Wilkinson  and  Durha-n 
Ranger.  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie,  on  Saturday  last,  killed 
three  good  salmon  on  fly  of  16Jlb.,  91b.,  and  6ilb. 
Oa  Sept.  2S  the  Coquet  was  in  flood.  I  paid  a  vi  it  to 
the  fish  pass  at  Acklington,  the  water  in  good  trim. 
The  salmon  made  the  best  of  it,  and  during  the 
short  time  we  were  there  some  hundreds  of  fish 
passed  to  the  higher  reaches.  I  heard  of  two 
salmon  being  killed  above  Rothbury. — Hy.  A. 
Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  remains  in  the  same  low 
condition,  and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
cJiance  of  a  rise,  although  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
weather  is  dull  and  threatening.  Until  theie  is, 
there  will  be  very  little  spjrt  obtained.  Tne 
following  a:  e  the  succesies  reported :  Sept.  23,  Mr. 
F  rbes  Fraser,  one,  81b.,  in  the  Rock  Pool ;  Sept.  27, 
Mr.  Forb -8  Fraser,  one,  111b.,  in  the  Forge;  Rev. 
W.  C.  Hughes,  one,  101b.,  in  the  Rojk  Pool. 
During  the  last  fresh,  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Hughes 
killed  five  fish  in  the  upper  water,  weighing  6?lb.,. 
91b,  11  lb.,  121b.,  and  14lb.— T.  R. 
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Welsh  Harp  (Eendon). — Good  general  sport  is 
being  had,  one  angler  having  some  12Ib.  of  roach, 
and  a  sizeable  carp.  Roach  feeding  very  well.  A 
thorough  lestocking  is  to  be  carried  out  this  month, 
the  fish  being  under  orders  from  Holland. — H. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Perch  feeding  well  during 
the  last  week.  Perch  up  to  IJlb.  taken,  also  several 
pour.ders.  These  fish  can  be  seen  at  the  cottago, 
alive.  After  this  month  the  keeper,  A.  Newham,  will 
be  at  Chertsey  Weir  as  Thames  profesiional. — A. 
Newham  (Water-bailiff). 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  been  in  geod  order  for  fishing,  and  the  Wye 
and  higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  supplied 
those  who  have  fished  these  waters  with  nice 
baskets  of  fish,  five  and  six  brace  being  quite 
common,  and  in  sTme  ca?es  more.  The  upper  porl  ion 
of  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  has  afforded  afeiv 
nice  fish.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  lower 
portion  has  suSe'ed  through  the  poisoning,  and 
there  were  fish  dying 'up  to  Saturday,  Sept.  30. 
The  upper  poition  of  the  Matlock  and  Cr^imford 
Angling  Association  water  ha?  also  suffered  to  some 
extent.  Many  have  come  down  half  dead,  and 
several  barbel  have  been  pi  ked  out  of  the  river 
below  Cromford.  Only  a  few  fish  have  been  caught 
wi_h  the  fly  on  this  part  of  theDe  went,  the  weather 
being  very  rough  and  sto  my.  Useful  Hies  are  Ash 
Dun,  Cooper's  Li'.tle  G:ey  Fly.  Apple  Green,  Needle 
Fly,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Ddtterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  O  se, 
etc.  (Yorks).— The  trout  fi  jhing  season  for  IDOS 
closed  on  Saturday  hst,  and  taking  it  all  round  I 
do  not  think  it  has  been  any  better  than  last  year. 
We  had  a  very  c  Id  spring,  and  right  into  July 
there  was  very  little  rain,  consequently  all  the 
Yorkshire  rivers  were  running  very  low — in  fact, 
lower  than  I  have  ever  seen  the:n — and  rajst 
of  the  upper  reaches  we  e  almost  dried  up. 
The  best  baskets  have  been  got  with  the  worm 
fished  well  upstream  and  the  minnow.  The 
Yore  is  now  in  fi  le  tr'm  for  grayling  fishing, 
and  du'ing  the  last  few  days  sport  has  besn  very 
good.  I  have  been  getting  from  seventeen  to  nine- 
teen fine  fish  in  a  few  hou-  s'  fishing  in  the  afternoon. 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Huddersfield,  has  also  been  having 
good  sport,  getting  upwards  of  thirty  fi-h  each  day. 
Grayling  have  taken  the  Dark  Neerlle,  Pale  Autumn 
Dan,  Waterhen  (with  quill  body).  Cinnamon,  Little 
Marryat  and  Blue  H^iwk  in  preference  to  the  fancy 
flies.  An  angler  fishing  in  my  eonnpany  the  other 
day  who  swears  by  the  fancy  flies  was  quickly  con- 
vinced that  good  copies  of  the  natural  flies  now  so 
numerous  are  far  preferable,and  they  will  be  till  frost 
cuts  oil  the  supply.  Absence  of  frost  is  against  worm. 
Roach  have  betn  feeding  well  in  the  lower  Yore,  so 
have  ru'Jd,  da:e  and  chub.  Three  Sheffield  anglers 
have  had  good  sport  daily  for  a  week  now. 
Pike  a-e  alo  showing  improve  J  sport  now,  and  the 
1  cal  anglers  have  done  well  for  a  week  or  more.  In 
the  lower  reaches  some  very  nice  sport  has  been 
met  with  during  the  dosing  days  of  trout-fishing 
at  Masham,  Backfall  and  Tanfiel  l,  m  ith  the  fly  and 
minnow.  At  the  la  t-nameJ  place  Dr.  Crawford, 
on  Sept.  27,  caught  five  trout  and  eight  grayling, 
one  trout  weighing  l^lb.,  fi  hing  with  a  fine 
hair  fly  cast.  On  Se()t.  28  three  trout,  four- 
teen grayling  with  the  fly.  On  Sept.  29, 
seven  trout,  two  grayling,  caught  with  minnow, 
weighing  4Jlb.  Sept.  30,  one  trout,  fourteen 
grayling,  all  with  the  fly,  roakins:  fifty-four  trout 
and  grayling  in  four  days,  which  is  very  fair  sport 
for  September,  and  especially  so  as  on  Sept.  30, 
when  he  returned  to  the  Anglers'  Inn  he  found 
two  fishermen,  one  a  dry-fly  map,  had  fished 
all  the  day  without  a  fish  between  them. 
There  has  been  very  little  sport  had  beyond 
this  district  among-t  the  coarse  fish.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  running  in  very  nice  condition 
all  the  week,  and  some  very  nice  baskets  of 
trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught  in  the  upper 
reaches,  the  best  catches  being  made  on  the  Gras- 
sington  and  Bumsill  lengths;  the  best  patterns  on 
this  river  being  Dark  Needle,  Busty  Poult,  Blue 
Hawk  and  Cinnamon.  The  lower  reaches  at 
Collingham,  Boston  Spa,  and  Tadcaster  have  been 
fishing  fairly  well,  and  some  very  good  catches 
have  been  made  amongst  the  dace  and  grayling. 
Messrs.  Bipon,  Thomas,  Pickersgill  and  Gunnee  have 
met  with  the  best  results.  Baskets  of  161b.  2oz. 
and  nib.  807.  have  be  n  got.  A  fair  number  of 
angbrd  have  been  out  on  the  River  Nidd,  anJ  some 
very  nice  sport  has  been  rnet  with  in  the  upper 
rea;hes  at  Dacrc  Banks,  Knavesborough,  and 
""Hpslon  Park  ;  very  little  has  been  done 
elow  this  district.  The  Swale  has  been 
"iriy  high  and  very  nice  sport  hat  been  met 
with.  Some  nice  catches  of  grayling  have  been 
taken  in  the  iioper  reaches  at  Ea^by  and  Catterick 
liridge.  The  King'.-i  Coronation  Clul),  Leads,  fished 
a  match  at  Ozzendyke  on  Oct.  1,  the  most  sujcess- 
ful  competitor  being  Mr.  H.  McDonald,  21b.  15oz 
Mr.  Slater  was  second  with  21b.  12oz.;  third,  Mr 


Kelly,  21b.  loz.  Pike  fishing  has  been  fairly  good 
at  Askern  Pool.  On  Oct.  3  a  nice  pike  weighing 
91b.  was  cavight  with  live  bait.  The  delegates  of  the 
Leeds  Amalgamation  fish  their  annual  match  at 
Kirkstead  this  week-end.  I  trust  the  weather  will 
be  more  favourable  than  it  is  at  present.  On 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  we  had  heavy  winds, 
and  a  lut  of  rain  has  fallen,  thereloie  prospects  are 
not  very  gloomy  at  present. — John  E.  Milleb, 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly  and  Conon. — Notwithstanding  the  very 
low  state  of  the  Beauly  river,  owing  to  the  recent 
d:y,  windy  weather,  some  fair  sport  was  had 
during  the  past  week.  In  the  (idal  waters  about 
a  dozen  sea-triut,  running  from  14oz.  up  to  31b., 
were  had  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Mjnia:;k  Castle,  and 
the  Balblair  House  rod.  On  the  Home  and 
Falls  beats  the  following  sport  was  had  during 
the  week: — Sept.  25,  one  grilse.  6.Ub.  ;  Sept.  26, 
two  grilse,  5^1b.  and  6Jlb. ;  Sept.  27,  blank;  Sept.  28, 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  Sept.  29,  one  grilse,  5^1b. ;  and  on 
Sept.  30,  one  nice  salmon  of  O^b.  was  gra-se.l.  On 
the  upper  reaches  good  sport  wis  hid,  especially 
on  the  Struy  w  ite''s,  where  the  total  for  the  sea-on 
already  exceeds  200  salmon  and  gril-e,  besides  sea- 
trout.  Three  grilse  were  landed  on  the  Braulen 
waters,  and  both  LordFitzha  dinge,  on  theEskadale 
beat,  and  Mr.  Pulley,  on  the  Erchless  Ca-tle  waters, 
had  a  couple  of  grilse  each.  Conon. — The  Conon 
river  was  very  low  during  the  week,  but  although 
no  fi^h  were  had  on  the  Brahan  Castle  waters  all 
the  rods  on  the  higher  waters  were  successful.  The 
cold  nature  of  the  weather — the  hills  being  coated 
with  snow  on  Saturday  last — militated  against 
good  angling,  yet  Captain  Combe  and  party  had 
lour  fi;h  on  the  Strath  Conon  waters,  and  a  grilse 
of  61b.  was  landed  on  the  Sf  atwell  waters.  On  Mr. 
Stirling's,  of  Fairburn,  rod  a  grilse  of  51b.  8oz.  was 
landed. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Sea-tnut  are  some- 
what on  the  wane  in  the  Esk.  Fishing  in  Langh  'Im 
Water,  Mr.  Dickinson  had  two  sea  tiout  and  half  a 
dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Ross  caught  two  sea- 
trout  and  five  herling ;  Mr.  T.  Downing  had  a 
similar  number  ;  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone  caught  two 
sea  trout  and  three  herling  at  night  fishing;  Mr. 
W.  A.  Jackson  had  two  sea  trout  a  id  some  herling ; 
Mr.  McMillan,  two  sea-trout  and  some  herling ; 
Mr.  J.  Scott,  a  sea  trout  and  some  yellow  trout; 
Messrs.  T.  Morrison,  A.  Thomson,  and  J.  Harkness 
had  each  catches  of  sea- trout  and  herling;  Mr.  G. 
Thompson  had  two  sea-tiout  and  a  few  herling 
in  Langholm  Water,  while  some  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  Ewes,  Tarr.is,  and 
Wauchope;  also  in  Meggat  and  Stennish  waters. 
In  the  higher  reaches  a'>ove  Langholm  sea-trout 
have  not  been  taking  well  and  herling  are  scarce. 
The  streams  in  the  mid-rea  lies  of  the  Esk  aie  very 
low  and  clear  at  present,  and  salmon  are  not  getting 
much  beyond  the  tidal  reaches.  Mr.  D.  Murray 
had  two  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  herling  in  Canonbie 
water ;  Mr.  A.  Keen  creeled  a  dozen  sea-trout  and 
seventeen  herling  in  the  rcid-reaches ;  Mr.  Walter 
Irving  caught  nine  sea-trout  and  twelve  he; ling; 
Mr.  J.  Steel  had  two  sea-trout  and  sima herling;  Mr. 
J.  Beatiie  a  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout;  Mr.  J. 
Armstrong  two  sea-trout  and  a  few  herling;  Mr. 
Porteus  three  sea-trout  and  a  few  yellow  trout; 
Mr.  Thompson  one  sea-trout  and  three  herling. 
Colonel  Bennett  had  a  small  salmon  in  the  mid 
reaches ;  Mr.  J.  Ford  caught  two  sea-trout  and  a 
few  herling ;  and  some  rods  from  the  Cioss  Keys 
Hotel,  Canonbie,  have  had  good  sport  in  the  Double 
Water.  A  few  sea-trout  liave  been  g)t  in  the 
Netherby  reserved  water;  and  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Graham  had  a  small  salmon  and  some  sea-trout 
below  Longtown  Bridge.  An  angler  staying  at 
Longtown  caught  a  small  salmon  near  Lyne 
Foot.  Mr.  J.  Mason  had  a  small  salmon  below 
Longtown,  and  Mr.  F.  Robinson  a  small  fish  in 
the  Metal  Bridge  Water.  The  Liddle  has  not 
yielded  much  sport  during  the  past  week.  In 
the  mid  reaches  Mr.  Laidlaw  has  had  a  few 
herling  and  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  J.  Hardie, 
Mr.  J.  Beattie,  and  Mr.  T.  Walker  have  each  had 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  ;  Mr.  Cowan  had 
two  sea- trout  and  some  yellow  trout;  Messrs. 
Crozier,  ^Tay  lor,  and  W.  Armstrong  have  each  had 
a  few  sea-trout  and  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  A 
few  sea-trout  have  been  taken  in  the  lower  reaches. 
Fishing  in  the  raid  reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  R.  Steel 
had  two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  R. 
Ja'-dino  and  Mr.  D  Little  had  each  some  sea-trout. 

 GiLNOCKIE. 

Isle  of  Mull. — Out  from  GlsnVellart  Temperance 
H  tel.  Darvaijr,  Isle  of  Mull.  Messrs.  Wheatley, 
Birmingham,  Williamson  and  Robertson,  Glasgow, 
fishing  Loch  Frilza  on  Sept.  23,  25,  26,  and  27, 
(au^ht  83\enty  t  out,  weighing  251b.  3oz.  On 
Sept.  27,  Mr.  Williamson  also  caught  a  salmon, 
weighing  71b.  The  weather  all  the  time  was  briglit 
and  clear. — M.  McDonald. 


Loolinver  (Cnlag'  Hotel). — On  Sept.  25,  Mr. 
Spurling,  eighteen  trout,  91b. ;  Sir  S.  Sadler  (sea), 
seven  fish  of  sorts;  Mr.  Foster,  four  trout,  IJlb. 
On  Sept.  26,  Mr.  Ritchie,  fourteen  trout,  6Jlb.  On 
Sept.  27,  Mr.  Goodall,  one  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Ritchie, 
sixteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Foster,  four.  On  Sept.  28,  Mr. 
Spurling,  one  salmon,  I71b.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  thirteen 
trout,  .51b.;  Mr.  Foster,  seven,  2]lb. ;  Mr.  Ritchie, 
six,  21b.;  Sir  S.  Sadler,  three,  lib.  On  Sept.  2.J, 
Mr.  Ritchie,  four  tiout,  :^Jlb.  On  Sapt.  30,  Mr. 
S,)urling,  nineteen  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  three, 
Ijlb — J.  Mackenzie. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Fish  have  been 
runnmg  the  tidals  for  a  week  past,  and  are  now 
well  into  the  lower  reaches.  The  show  of  ascending 
fish  when  the  river  ro=e  a  foot  or  so  last  week  was 
quite  unique.  So  thick  and  close  were  they  that 
many  of  the  tidal  fishers  could  have  touched  them 
with  their  rods.  On  the  Mar  Lodge  water  H.R.H. 
the  Duchess  of  Fife  has  had  her  pools  replenished 
with  the  recent  fill,  and  is  running  up  a  fine  record 
every  dtiy  out.  On  the  Balmoral  wate  s,  the  Pi  ince 
of  Wales,  the  young  Princes,  a  id  His  Majesty's 
guests  are  getting  an  occasional  fish.  On  the 
Glentana  and  Ab  -yne  r.'aches.  Mi  s  Coats.  Mr.  Geo. 
C  -ats,  and  other  rods  are  now  meeting  the  early 
autumn  fish  which  got  away  in  August.  One  fi 
tish  of  201b.  was  got  O'l  the  Ku  itly  Ar'ns  water 
last  week.  On  the  Dess,  Kincardine,  Ballogie,  a  id 
Borrowstone  waters  little  or  n  >thing  has  as  yet 
been  done,  but  the  prospects  are  now  of  the  best 
for  the  next  few  weeks  of  the  season.  On  the  Park 
wa'ers,  M.  Riviere  had  one  of  ll'.lb.  on  Se  )t.  2S, 
and  one  of  171b.  on  Sept.  29.  On  the  Trout  Anglers 
water,  on  Sept.  29,  a  member  creeled  some  sixty 
sea-trout  and  finnock,  in  addition  to  a  s  d  non  of 
81b.  On  the  tidal  waters  sport  has  been  very  brisk. 
Mr.  Lang  had  twenty-two  fish,  averaging  ^Ib  each, 
on  Monday ;  Mr.  Robb,  twenty ;  aad  M  .  Harper, 
some  thirty,  all  in  one  tide.  D^n. — The  river  is 
running  in  fine  size  for  ascending  fish.  On  the 
Seaton  water,  Mr.  Ander-on  had  four  and  Mr. 
Scott  eight  salmon  o.ie  day  last  week.  On  the 
Grandholm  water,  Capt  Stern  had  two,  on  Sept.  28, 
of  91b.  and  131b.,  and  sixteen,  on  Sapt.  30,  running 
up  to  301b.,  while  Mr.  Becket  had  one  of  141b.  and 
another  of  2716.  The  Messrs.  Piri^-'s  worke  s  had 
sixteen  fi,h  on  Sept  23,  and  a  similar  numbtr  on 
Sept.  30.  On  the  Parkhill  water  the  fi-h  a  e  just 
getting  up  for  the  first  time.  On  the  Pitmedden 
section.  Grant,  keeper,  hid  a  fine  trout  of  '■i^\b. 
on  Sept.  26,  and  Lord  Sempil  a  good  few  on  the 
Fintry  Housa  water.  Ti'e  prospects  of  a  good 
season  at  Kintore  and  Inverurie  a  e  very  b  ight. 
On  the  Kemnay  water,  H.R.H.  the  Princess 
Christian  and  her  daughter.  Princess  Vietorii,  hai 
3  ime  excellent  sport  during  their  stay  with  Lady 
Cathcart  at  Cluny  Castle.  They  left  on  M  mday 
for  the  south.  Ythan. — The  sea-trout  are  now 
well  forward,  and  finnock  seldom  were  thicker  or 
in  greater  force.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  water  the 
lessee  and  guests  are  havin^j  first-class  sport.  On 
the  Maohermuir  section  ticket  angle;'s  have  been 
landing  a  dozen  or  so  of  finnock  and  sea  trout 
running  up  to  2lb  and  31b.,  whib  the  tidd  reaches 
hive  fished  exceedingly  well  all  through.  Tlie 
XJgie  is  in  flood,  and  the  prjspec  s  of  a  good 
back-end  a  certai  ity.  Messrs.  Ingram,  Foroes, 
and  others  a'O  creeling  over  a  dozen  daily.  The 
North  and  South  Esks  are  coming  into  ply.  fish 
are  ascending,  and  sport  (sea-trout  mostly)  will  be 
rife  on  the  South  E sk.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  still  very 
low  and  clear  in  this  district.  Heiliog  and  sea- 
trout  fishing  has  de.lined  very  much  of  lite,^aad 
very  few  have  been  taken  this  week.  The  Annan 
is  smaller  than  it  was  in  the  height  of  summer. 
Herling  are  plentiful  in  the  lower  waters,  but  they 
have  not  been  rising  well  to  the  fly.  Fishing  in 
the  lower  end  of  the  Soittal  pool,  Mr.  Wm.  Wriifht 
had  a  s°a-trout  of  2^1b.  with  Ja  kson's  special 
Turkey  Fly.  Capt.  Ewart  took  a  he. ling,  and  Mr. 
Jas.  Dixon  had  a  brace.  Mr.  J.  L  judo.i  Ian  led 
three  herling  in  the  Spittal  on  the  night  of  Sept. 
29,  and  other  anglers  had  one  or  two  each. 
Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  had  a  sea-trout  of  about  31b.  at 
Galabank;  the  Rev.  Wm.  Law  had  a  brace  of  her- 
ling at  Galabank  Pool  with  fly.  In  the  Mount 
Annan  water  only  an  odd  herling  or  two  have  been 
caught.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  the  local  rods 
are  getting  odd  herling  and  sea-trout,  but  sport  has 
been  very  disappointing.  In  the  Ca-tlemilk  por- 
tion catches  have  been  at  the  lowest  ebb,  and 
only  odd  herling  and  sea  -  trout  have  been 
caujl}t  in  the  evenings.  In  the  Dinwoodie  and 
Warn phray  waters  a  few  herling  have  been  ta'.en 
with  fly,  but  the  baskets  are  light  everywhere. 
Dumfries  Nith. — This  river  is  very  low  and  cbar. 
In  the  town  stretches  nothing  is  d  i  ig  at  pre.-ent, 
but  in  the  middb  waters  odd  herling  ani  small 
creels  of  trout  have  been  caught  with  thee  .  eiing 
fly.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — AngUnj  is  about  at 
a  standstill  in  the  Stewartry  rivers  and  there  is  not 
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the  sl'glitest  chanco  of  any  improvement  until  after 
a  good  flood.  Tlie  rive:s  clo^e  their  rod  fishing  at 
the  end  of  the  ironth  in  the  Stewarlry  distiict, 
EO  that  there  is  little  time  now  to  allow  of  a 
good  head  of  fish  getting  up  the  v<a'iou3  streams. 
The  Ayeshiee  Rivek.s. — These  river?  are  too 
Email  and  clear  for  ealmon  fishing  with  the  fly.  A 
lew  back-end  salmon  have  been  seen  rising  in  the 
lower  stretches  of  the  Girvan,  but  there  is  no 
chance  of  one  rising  to  the  fly  in  the  present  low 
condition  of  the  river.  The  Ayr  is  aho  very  low 
and  c  lear,  and  nothing  is  doing.  The  trout  fishing  in 
the  lochs  ended  last  week.  The  season  on  Loch 
D.  on  was  above  the  average. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aljerlour). — Since  the  beginning  of  the 
week  there  has  been  a  consi  Jerable  ri-e  in  the  river, 
which  is  now  in  sp  lendid  condition  for  fish  coming 
up.  Should  these  favourable  conditions  continue, 
the  clcse  of  the  Reason  should  still  further  increase 
the  average.  On  the  Aberlour  House  Water  five 
salmon  were  killed  duiing  the  past  week — one  of 
U|lb  on  Sept.  25  by  Mackenzie,  fisherman,  another 
of  bib.  on  Sept.  28  by  Reid,  keeper,  two  of  I8lb. 
and  8^1b.  respectively  on  Sept.  2S)  by  Riddell, 
keeper,  fishing  for  Gen.  Sir  Peber  S.  Lumsden,  of 
Buchromb,  and  another  of  71b.  on  Sept.  30  by  Mr. 
Fmdlay,  of  Aberlour. — N.  L. 

Tay  and  XIarn. — Up  till  Oct.  3  very  little  sport 
was  obtained  owing  to  the  low  btate  of  the  river, 
but  fcllowing  the  heavy  rains  of  the  past  few  days 
the  ri\er  has  come  out  considerably,  and  to  day 
(Oct.  4)  it  has  risen  about  two  feet.    Fine  sport 
was  get  on  one  or  two  beats  on  Oct.  3  and  Oct.  5. 
The  folliwing  is  a  note  of  the  takes   for  week 
ending  Oct.   3: — Dunkei.d. — Fishing  this  water 
on   Oct.  2,  Mr.  W.  F.  Kay  killed  two  fish  of 
91b.  and  I'  lb.,  while  Mr.  J.  A.  Park's  boatmen  had 
one  fish  cf  131b.  on  Sept.  2i>  and  another  of  161b.  on 
Oct.  2.    Kercock. — Mr.  H.  Barnett,  fishing  the 
lower  beat  on  Sept.  2,  killed  one  fish  cf  151b.  and 
two  grilse,  7 lb.  and  Clb.     Delvine. — Mr.  Cohen 
killed  cne  fish,  lUlb.,  on  Sept.  20,  and  two  of  71b. 
and  171b.  on  Sept.  27,  while  Mr.  Barton  had  two 
grilse  of  71b.  and  81b.  on  Sept.  27,  and  two  of  81b. 
and    141b.    on    Sept.    29.     Islamouth.  —  Lord 
Methuen  had    one   grilse    of    61b.    on    Oct,  3. 
Upper  Cargilx. — Mr.  H.  Barnett  caught  one  fish 
of  191b.  on  Sept.  28 ;  Mr.  Arthur  Moon,  a  grilse  of 
81b.  on  Sept.  30,  and  another  of  71b.  on  Oct.  3  ; 
whila  Mr.  T.  B.  Clutterbu.k  had  a  grille  of  71b.  on 
Sept.  30.     Lower  Cargill. — Mr.  C.  C.  Branch 
killed  one  fish  of  22lb.  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  on 
Sopt.  27,  and    Colonel   D.    M.   Lumsden,  C  B., 
one  fish  of  16Jlb.  on  Oct.  2,    Willies  Stone. — 
Mr.  Oswald  Smith  killed  two  salmon  of  211b. 
and  161b.  on  Sept.  2S  and    a  grilse  of  81b.  on 
Sept.  30,  while  Mr.  Branch  had  a  grilse  of  111b. 
on  Sept.  28,  and  Miss  Maxwell  two  grilse,  81b.  and 
61b.,  on  Oct.  3.     Upper  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archd. 
Coats  caught  four  salmon  of  21  lb.,  21  lb.,  181b.  and 
141b.  on  Sept.  30,  and  six  fish,  311b.,  211b.,  201b., 
181b.,  171b.,  and  171b.,  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  on  Sept.  3, 
while  Messrs.  Illingworth  and  Page  got  one  fish, 
191b.,  and  a  grilse,  61b.,  on  Sept.  28  ;  and  Messrs. 
P.  M.  anl  W.  H.  Coats  two  fish,  281b.  and  201b.,  and 
a  grilse,  81b.,  on  Sept.  30.    Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and 
P.  D.  Malloch  had  ten  fish  on  Oct.  4— largest,  291b. 
Lower  SroBHALL, — M;.  Archd.  Coats  killed  one 
fish,  161b.,  and  a  grilse,  lUlb.,  on  Sept.  29,  and  a 
fish  of  221b.  on  Oct.  2,  while  Messrs.  Illingworth 
and  Barclay  had  two  grilse,   9lb.   and  81b.,  on 
Sept.  27,  and  a  grilse  of  71b.  on  Sept.  29.  Burn- 
mouth. — Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  had  two  grilse  11  lb.  and 
81b.  on  Sept.  28,  and  two  of  101b.  and  e^lb.  on  Oct.  3  ; 
while  Mr.  Herbert  Lyndon  got  one  fish  13Jlb.,  anci 
two  giil-e,  81b.  and  6lb.,  o.n  Sept.  28;  and  Mr.  R. 
0.->wald  Smith  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  7  Jib.  on  Sept.  30. 
Burmmouth  Stobhall. — Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P., 
killed  two  salmon  of  2slb.  and  131b.  on  Oct.  2, 
and  Mr.  F.  W.  May  one  of  281b.  on  Sept.  27. 
Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  got  one  fish, 
261b.,  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  81b.,  and  Mrs. 
Martin  four  fish,  39lb.,  25lb.,  241b.,  and  181b.,  and 
three  grilse,   101b.,  71b.,  and  ejlb.  on  Oct.  3. 
BaNCHiLL. — Col.  Kincaid  Smith  killed  one  fish, 
231b.,  and  a  grilse,  101b.,  on  Sept.  27;  three  grike, 
91b..  81b.,  and  Gib.  on  Sept.  29  ;  and  a  fish  of  15lb. 
on.Oct.  2.  Upper  Redgorton. — Mr.  Barclay  landed 
one  tish,  121b.,  and  a  grilse,  81b.  Lower  Redgorton. 
— Lady  Winfred  Renshaw  and  Miss  King  landed 
two  grilse,  Bjlb.  and  l^lh.,  and  Misa  Gardiner,  one 
grilse  71b.,  on  Sept.  27.    Free  Water,  Perth. — 
Mr.  G.  L.  L  me  had  one  fish  301b.,  and  a  grilse 
91b. ;  Mr.  Goo.  Watfcon,  a  grilse  81b.  ;  Mr.  Sten- 
house,  one  fish  171b. ;  Mr.  J.  Philps,  one  fish  IG^lb.  ; 
Mr.  Fieldhouso,  three  fish  and  a  griLe  ;  Mr.  Scott, 
one  griLe;   Mi'.   McGugin,  one    fish    201b.;  Mr. 
Murchie,  a  gnl  e  of  71b. ;  while  Mr.  Nici  1  had  one 
fish  Ulb.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Rumage,  one  fish  of  151b. 
River  Earn   (Dupplin    Reserved  Water). — The 
Hon.  Robert  Ware!  killed  one  grilse  of  91b.,  on 
Sept.  28,  and  another  of  91b.,  on  Oct.  2 ;  while  Mr. 
R.  Hankinson  had  two  fish,  271b.  and  14lb.,  on 


Sept.  2.)  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Simpson,  a  grilse  of  71b.,  on 
Sept  2  J.— A.  A. 
Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

As  a  result  of  the  rain  on  Sept.  26  and  i7  both 
Tweed  and  Teviot  rose  about  two  feet.  This  was 
not  sufficient  to  cleanse  tho  river  beds,  but  it 
admitted  of  a  good  run  of  fish  to  the  angling  waters, 
and  the-e  have  since  affoidcd  some  sport.  On 
the  Ednam  House  water,  on  Sept.  30,  Mr.  James 
Tait  caught  a  salmon  of  141b.,  on  Monday  one  of 
201b.,  and  on  Wednesday  one  of  ISIb.  On  Floo  s 
Upper,  on  Monday,  Mr.  James  Forrest  caught 
one  of  181b.  At  Makerstoun,  on  Saturday  last. 
Major  Villiera  caught  cne  of  lO^lb.,  and  Mr.  L. 
Sartoris  a  g.ilse  of  4^16.  on  M  inday.  At  Sprouston 
C.iptain  Gerald  Trotter  caught  two  salmon  on 
Monday,  and  a  few  have  been  got  on  the  Hender^yde 
water  by  Mr.  Lari  s  and  othe;s.  At  Norham,  on 
Sept.  20,  Mr.  Reid  had  one  salmon  of  201b.,  and  on 
Sept.  2t)  Mr.  Jas.  Paxtjn  one  of  I4\b.  AtTwizell, 
on  Sept.  20,  Mr.  Wales  caught  one  salmon  of  15lb., 
and  a  grilse  of  6lb.,  and  Mr.  Swan  one  of  101b.  On 
the  Lees  water,  on  Sept.  23,  Mr.  Tait  one  of  14Jlb. 
— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bauu  (Kilrea).  —  The  drying  east  wild  and 
cloudless  sunshine  that  prevailed  for  the  preceding 
three  weeks  continued  during  the  closing  days  of 
the  season,  and  only  poor  f-port  was  obtained  on 
any  of  the  stretches  which  were  running  at  summer 
level.  The  temperature  of  t'le  w»ter  was  low 
enough  for  salmon  to  come  to  the  fly,  but  they 
refused  that  lure,  the  few  caught  being  on  the 
shrimp.  The  pooh  were  stoc  ked  with  fish  on  which 
the  fly  made  records  every  seison  before  the  infernal 
lure  was  used,  but  since  its  introduction  the  catches 
on  the  fly  continue  ge  ting  less.  After  it  has  been 
even  once  put  over  fish  that  have  taken  their  perma- 
nentor  temporary  resting  places  the  chanceof  the  fly 
being  taken  till  after  they  deposit  their  ova  is  very 
remote  indeed.  The  time  has  arrived  when  the  use 
of  this  eport-destroying  lura  should  be  stopped  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  or  the  fly  will  soon  be  useless  on 
many  of  our  best  salmon  river.^,  artd  arglers  will 
cease  coming  to  Ireland  in  search  of  that  enjoyment 
they  will  be  no  longer  able  to  obtain.  Mr.  J. 
McCorry  landed  three  salmon  at  Movanagher, 
101b.,  141b.,  and  171b.;  Dr.  Clements,  one,  8lb. ; 
Mr.  F.  Wilson,  three,  7^1  b.  101b.,  and  141b.;  Mr. 
Heath,  two,  8Jlb.  and  1-llb.  ;  Mr.  Wright,  one, 
141b.;  and  Mr.  Catts,  three  giilse,  61b,  6lb.,  and 
81b.  at  Kilrea. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — This  week  the  weather 
was  ,very  boisterous  and  cold,  and  not  much  was 
done  on  local  waters.  The  season  closed  on  the 
Stoneyford  Reservoirs,  the  Six-Mile  Water,  Clady, 
Glenavy,  Crumlin,  and  other  small  rivers  entering 
Lough  Neagh,  on  Sept.  30.  The  previous  day  the 
new  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Club  had  a  day  on 
the  Clady  and  the  Six-Mile.  About  forty  members 
went  out.  Constable  Price  made  the  fine  catch  of 
twenty  trout,  from  Jib.  to  Jib.  Some  fair  catches 
of  brown  trout  were  made  on  the  Antrim  Road 
Basin  last  week,  one  rod  taking  fourteen. — J.  A.  B. 

Ctimmeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry). — No 
salmon  or  peal  have  been  had  on  the  above  rivers 
during  the  week.  On  the  Inny  sea-trcut  appear  to 
be  numerous,  but  sport  has  not  been  good. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Xe'leek). — During 
the  past  week  some  fine  sport  was  obtained  on  the 
Erne,  and  following  are  the  particulars: — Colonel 
Carpendale  landed  five  salmon  of  21  lb.,  161b.,  151b., 
101b.,  and  81b. ;  Captain  Auchinleck,  two  salmon  of 
18 Jib.  and  161b. ;  Mrs.  Captain  Auchinleck  landed 
her  first  salmon,  a  nice  sporting  fish  weighing  91b., 
on  Sept.  27  (her  husband.  Captain  Auchinleck,  gafied 
the  fish) ;  Mr.  C.  W,  R.  Brady  landed  a  number  of 
salmon  during  the  past  week,  the  largest  weighing 
211b.;  another  angler  landed  several  salmon,  the 
largest  weighing  18Ib.  ;  and  Mr.  Church  landed  six 
salmon  ranging  from  71b.  to  121b.  The  anghng 
season  closed  on  Sept.  30  with  the  river  well  stocked 
with  salmon. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killamey. — Sport  among  salmon  has  been  poor, 
but  good  baskets  of  brown  trout  have  been  the  rule. 
On  Lough  Quittane  brown  trout  have  been  rising 
very  well,  the  takes  ranging  from  two  dozen  to  four 
dozen  daily.— T.  J.  D. 

Leenane  (co.  Galway). — Fishing  open  till  Nov.  1. 
Mr.  Marris,  fishing  Dhulough,  caught  on  Saturday 
fifteen  sea-trout,  all  fresh  river,  and  twenty  brown 
t  out.  Sea  fishing  is  excellent  on  the  Killaries. — 
R.  H.  McKeown. 

Isongh  Cnrrane,  etc  (Watervill«,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  generally 
against  angling.  The  best  takes  recorded  we:e  a 
salmon  of  9ilb.  and  five  sea-trout  had  on  one  day, 
and  eight  sea-trout  averaging  1  lb.  each.  The  other 
takes  ranged  from  two  to  six  sea-trout  daily  to 
each  boat,  with  a  few  sizeable  brown  trout  in 
addition.— T.  J.  D. 


Longlia  Mask  and  Corrlb  (Cloubnr). — Though 
the  weather  has  been  very  wild  the  fishing  hai  b2en 
good  when  possible  to  go  out.  The  wind  being 
from  the  north  the  sho  es  of  Corrib  near  here  have 
been  well  sheltered,  and  gentleine.i  angling  from 
Mount  Gable  Hotel  hivo  availed  themselves  of  it 
and  enjoyed  good  sport.  Capt.  T.  E.  Case  has  done 
well  there,  his  best  day,  lOlb.,  largest  trout  7 Jib. 
and  251b.  An  11  lb.  trout  is  reported  taken  on  this 
lake  last  week.  Mr.  Duncan  on  a  very  stormy  day 
on  Mask  got  five  trout,  lOlb.  best  fish  3Jlb.,  all  tj 
the  fly.  Capt.  Price  and  Mr.  B  jusher  got  five  trout, 
61b.,  and  a  few  small  pike.  A  public  meeting  ii 
convened  for  next  Mondiy  in  the  Town  Hall,  Ballin- 
robe  for  the  purpose  of  getting  tho  residents  around 
Lough  Mask  to  interest  themselves  in  its  preserva- 
tion, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  anglers  enjoying 
this  splendid  free  fishing  will  liberally  contribute 
funds  for  the  purpose.  Dr.  Hegarty,  M.D.,  J. P., 
CI  jnbur,  the  treasurer  pro  tern.,  will  duly  acknow- 
ledge all  moneys  forwarded  him. — G.  A. 

Iiongrb  MalTint — Trouting  continued  fair  during 
the  past  week,  and  the  anglers  out  on  the  lake 
enjoyed  some  fair  sport,  mostly  with  brown  trout. 
Mr.  P.  Melly  caught  a  nice  gillaroo  trout  of  2Jlb., 
and  several  others  on  the  fly  on  Sspt.  2S,  and 
Mr.  E.  Mulhern  took  a  brown  trout  of  4lb.  on  Sept. 
27  (trolling).  The  angling  season  cl  jsed  on  Sept. 
30  on  the  lake. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterrille,  co.  Kerry). — 
Though  the  weather  has  been  adverse,  sport  at 
brown  trout  has  been  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Iiongrha  Conn  and  Cnllen  (BaVlna,  00, 
Mayo). — Mr.  Fred  Scoope  on  the  1  >ughs  had  nine- 
teen trout,  231b.  ;  Mr.  Scott  fifteen  trout,  17  Jib. ;  Mr. 
J.  Sacken  seventee.i  t.-out,  201o.  On  tho  Palmsr- 
sto wn  river  good  sport  was  got  with  grilse  and  sea- 
trout,  Mr.  C.  Leonard  and  friend  had  thirteen  jack 
on  Conn,  largest  21Jlb.  As  I  write  we  are  having 
a  little  rain,  therefore  good  sport  shjuld  be  got  on 
the  Palmerstown  river. — Pat  Hearnes. 

B>OBses  (Dnngloe,  co.  Donegal). —  Despite  the 
very  unfavourable  weather  experienced  over  the 
lakes  of  the  Rosses,  some  baskets  of  sea  trout  were 
raide  since  last  report.  On  TuUy  Lake  Mr.  Sladen 
made  the  best  catch,  including  a  3-pounder,  two 
2lb.  each,  and  one  IJlb.  Dr.  Allen  and  Mr. 
Thornton  had  some  success. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  river  stands  at 
about  the  same  level,  though  some  rain  has  falhn. 
The  weather,  too,  has  become  very  stormy.  A  flood 
with  a  lise  of  even  a  few  inches  ot  water  would  now 
probably  make  matters  more  lively  for  the  angler. 
— John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sporb 
has  been  backward  at  sea  and  brown  trout  fishing 
on  all  the  above  waters,  and  no  anglers  have  beea 
out  for  some  days  past. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanz  (Sept.  30).— The  fishing  season  of  1905 
closed  here  to  day.  On  Sept.  28,  the  morning  look- 
ing as  if  the  day  might  be  fine,  I  visited  both  the 
Vaudois  and  Stockalper  waters.  The  streams  were 
in  fair  fishing  condition,  the  water  grey,  yet  clear 
enough  in  shallow  parts  for  the  gravelly  bottom  to 
be  seen.  So  much  floating  grass  and  so  many 
branches  of  trees  were  coming  down  the  Vaudois 
that  fly  fishing  was  impracticable,  and  as  nothing 
was  seen  to  move,  operations  were  transferred  to 
the  Marais  Bridge  on  the  Stockalper.  Here  the  day 
changed  to  duU  grey,  and  a  strong  up  valley  wind 
rose  for  a  time  and  fell  again.  Four  anglers  who 
were  met  had  only  one  Jib.  trout  among  them, 
though  some  had  been  rising  in  the  upper  reaches, 
and  a  good  one  had  been  lost.  Things  were  decidedly 
sk  w,  merely  an  odd  rising  fish  being  seen.  I  missed, 
or  was  missed  by,  two  of  small  importance,  and  lost 
another  as  soon  as  hooked.  Natural  micmow  spin- 
ning was  then  tried  and  failed,  a  single  puU  only 
being  felt.  Arrived  now  at  the  Semaphore  reach, 
flies  were  resumed,  and  the  Colonel  and  I  strollecl 
along  for  the  last  half  mile  in  waning  light  towards 
the  Gendarmerie  of  Port  du  Scex,  not  feeling  very 
sorry  to  end  an  uneventful  day,  and  exercising  great 
caution  to  avoid  getting  hung  up  in  the  neglected 
alder  and  sally  jungle  allowed  to  over  reach  this,  the 
most  bush-hampered  part  of  the  whole  water.  In 
some  spots  casting  became  impossible,  and  one  could 
only  give  out  line  and  let  the  rapid  current  take  the 
flies  down  while  fishing  in  a  "sink  and  draw" 
fashion.  A  J-pounder  sprang  out,  missing  a  Grey 
Dun  dropper,  and  further  on  there  was  a  big  '*  boil" 
at  the  tail  fly — a  Little  Chap — but  nothing  was  felt. 
A  hundred  yards  or  so  onwards  there  was  another 
boil  at  the  same  fly,  but  this  time  a  fi.-h  was  hooked, 
and  several  exciting  minutes  followed  in  the  effort 
to  keep  it  from  bolting  under  the  submerged 
branches  opposite,  while  at  tho  same  time  sparing 
-a  fine  brown  Walbran  cast  and  my  pet  little  9JfC. 
Hardy's  "Hotspur"  rod,  for  the  stream  was  swift  and 
the  trout  was  strong.  At  length,  on  signs  of  weaken- 
ing play,  the  Colonel,  being  hailed  to  help,  neatly 
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•  landed  a  beautiful  ICiin.  brown  trout,  which  looked 
as  if  it  ought  to  have  been  more  than  the  IJlb. 
which  it  subsequently  weighed.  One  more  under 
ilb.,  taken  on  the  dun  dropper  dapped  upon  the 
surfaoo,  ended  the  day'3  proceedings.  It  rained 
heavily  during  the  night,  but  this  morning  was 
deli. htf Lilly  calm  and  fine,  with  the  first  snow 
Bhir.ing  on  the  mountain  tops,  so  I  had  a  last  throw 
over  the  same  witers.  The  Stockalper  had  risen 
and  was  more  cl  luded,  but  no  trout  were  viable, 
consequently  the  afternoon  wa?  spent  on  the 
Vaudoi?,  thi5  beiag  unusually  low  and  clear,  but 
only  a  brar-e  of  ni;e,  if  not  very  large,  trout  were 
taken,  both  on  the  same  Little  Chap  fly.  An 
English-spea'<ing  native  angler  met  on  the  bank 
had  caught  five  since  morning,  spinning  a  phantom 
Devon,  and  had  just  lost  a  fine  21b.  fi4i,  having,  as 
usual,  no  landing-net,  but  trusting  to  strong  tackle 
and  a  powerful  long  bamboo  rod.  We  must  now 
possess  our  souls  in  patience  and  see  what  luck  the 
season  of  1908  may  bring  us. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskellig's.  —  Sport  continues  very  good, 
though  the  weather  has  not  been  favourable  on 
many  days.  On  one  day,  four  anglers  out  for 
about  three  hours  got  fifty  pollack,  langing  from 
31b.  to  71b.  in  weight.— T.  J.  D. 

Bnmham-on-Cronch.  —  On  Sept.  30,  Messrs. 
Aubert  and  Saville,  out  with  Cooper  in  the  Volunteer, 
trawling,  caught  some  very  good  soles,  codling,  dabs, 
plaice,  and  whiting.  Captain  Clements,  whilst  his 
yacht  was  riding  at  anchor,  hooked  and  landed  a 
codling  of  4Jlb.  George  Rayson,  fishing  the  White 
House  Hole  in  the  River  Roach,  caught  amongst 
others  a  codling  of  ojlb.  I  heard  also  that  another 
angler,  fishing  the  same  hole,  hooked  a  herring, 
being  the  first  caught  the  same  way  in  this  river. 
The  week-end  tides  will  be  all  right  from  Oat.  6  to 
Oct.  1 1  for  rod  and  line  fiihing. — J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Eerrjr). — Pollack  fishing  con- 
tinues to  yield  fine  sport  here.  Five  anglers  out 
from  Coomaconclane  caught  forty-three  in  about 
four  h  urs.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Considering  the  state  of  the  weather  lately 
fishing  has  been  fairly  good  when  the  boats  have 
been  out,  and  in  all  piobabilit  y  when  the  weather 
settles  a  little  we  shall  see  good  sport.  The  fish 
are  a  decent  sample,  and  good  takes  of  mackerel 
are  landed  by  the  net  fishers. — Edward  Hangeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  strong  north-west  wind 
which  has  prevailed  since  the  middle  of  last  week 
has  caused  a  heavy  ground  swell,  and  all  local  fish 
ing  has  consequently  recently  proved  more  or  less 
poor.    The  general  run  of  the  whiting  caught  has 
also  been  much  smaller  than  during  last  week,  and 
the  numbers  of  them  materially  less.    On  Sept.  2S 
the  pie  rwas  crowded  with  local  and  visiting  anglers, 
but  fish  was  very  scarce,  and  the  largest  one  taken 
on  that  day  was  a  codling  of  4Jlb.    Mr.  Waddell 
had  a  good  bag  early  on  Sept.  29,  and  Mr. 
Greenfield    secured    a    small    21b.    lobster,  but 
general    results    on    that    day    were  far  from 
satislactory.  Mr.  F.  Eldridge  had  one  41b.  codling  on 
Sept.  30,  and  Mr.  Chapman  one  of  3^1b.,  but  the 
general  run  of  the  day's  fish  was  very  small.  The 
advent  of   the  present    month  witnessed  Eome 
improvement,  Mr.  Arthur  Mills  bagging  a  silver  eel 
of  21b.    Mr.  Wilson  a  51b.  conger  and  a  nice  mixed 
bag ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Railton  a  few  nice  codlings ;  Mr.  F 
S.  Flynn  a  fair  bag,  including  one  41b.  codling,  and 
Mr.  Eldridge  securing  a  fair  string  of  codings,  the 
largest  scaling  31b.    One  side  of  the  pier  fairly 
bristled  with  rrds  on  Oct.  2,  wielded  by  Mrs 
Railton,  Miss  Riley,  Mrs.  Graham  Smith,  Mrs.  and 
Mi3<  Hawkins,  Mrs.  Tress,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Allison 
WolS,    Mrs.    Birch,    Mrs.     Dodd,    and  Messrs 
Wood,    Ncrthfield,    Chapman,    Morgan,  Wood 
head,  S.    F.    EldriJge,   F.    Eldridge,  Methven 
Walker,  Riley,  G.  M.  Butt,  T.  Smith,  G.  Baker 
Cowles,    Hawkins,     Pierpoint,     Purkiss,  FuUi 
love,  Sjhofield,  Webber,  A.  Outsell,  J.  Sangridge 
W.  Tress,  Cameron,  Wolff,  Puckridge,  Black,  Piper 
Dodd,  Band,  Percy  Whittet,  Waltsr  Whittet,  Albert 
Brown,  Stainforth,  Turner,  S.  J.  Viliesid,  Dyer, 
Branscombe,  Newcombe,  Fagan,  Walker,  Miller, 
Harvey  and  two  sons.  Collier,  Eyre,  R.  Hayman 
and  Ci^bb.    Very  meagre  catches  ruled  throughout 
the  day, though  a  fewgo  jd  individual  one  j  were  made 
and  Mr.  Hawkins  secured  four  beauti'"ul  pollack  upon 
ragworms,  or.e  of  which  was  found  to  contain  two 
large   partially  digested   sprats.     Newcomers  on 
Oct.  3  included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugman,  the  Misses 
Puckridge,  Mr.  Hoare,  and  Mr.  White.  The  number 
of  whiting  taken  upon  the  flood  tide  was  somewhat 
in  excess  of  the  four  preceding  days,  but  codling 
wore  particularly  few,  and  neither  conger  nor  silver 
eels  were  in  evidence  throughout  the  day  until 
evening  hours,  when  sport  brightened  up  corwider- 
ably,  and  all  kinds  of  fish  took  the  bait  somewhat 
freely  for  a  time.     Mr.  Wood  had  the  heaviest 


numerical  catch  '  of  the  day — fourteen  fish — and 
Miss  La  Thangue  and  several  other  ladies  did 
but  lit'le  du-ing  evening  hours,  but  Mr. 
Black,  Mr.  Pierpoint,  Mr.-i.  Hawkins,  and  Mr. 
S.  H.  Fry  met  with  fair  success,  the  heaviest  codling 
taken  by  the  last-named  gentleman  scaling  close  on 
41b.  Two  plump  soles  were  also  include  !  in  tho 
evening's  catch.  The  wind  on  Wednesday  lial 
gone  into  the  W.S.W.,  and  freshened  considerably 
upon  the  flood  tide,  but  the  fish  would  scarcely  look 
at  the  baits,  and  the  day's  results  were  not  worthy 
of  record,  the  only  notable  fish,  a  well-baited  cod- 
ling of  close  on  4^1b.,  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mrs. 
Hugman.  Mr.  Hawkins  also  secured  a  few  nice 
pollack,  and  Mrs.  Hugman  has  just  secured  another 
plump  codling  of  41b. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastiugfs. — We  are  having  a  good  time  here  this 
year.  Fish  of  all  kinds  plentiful,  weather  excellent. 
Boat  fishers  have  taken  as  much  as  nine  score  of 
whiting  per  head  of  fairly  good  size.  Messrs.  King 
and  Adey,  BS.A.S.,  have  had  good  sport,  and 
during  their  visit  taken  a  huge  quantity  of  codling, 
conger,  whiting,  and  flats;  best  cod,  7 Jib  Best 
codling  this  week  on  the  piers,  5^lh.  Bass  and 
pollack  also  in  evidence.  The  arrangements  for  the 
annual  festival  are  now  well  in  hand,  and  sport 
promises  this  year  to  be  exceptionally  good. — H.  D. 

Pensanoe. — Since  last  report  strong  winds  have 
prevented  our  going  to  the  outer  marks,  so  we  have 
had  to  be  content  with  fair  sport  hand-Hning  for 
mackerel  and  other  small  fish.  Railing  formaokerel 
continues  to  give  good  sport;  catches,  120  down. 
Whiffing  for  pollack,  on  Oct.  3,  Mr.  William  Knight 
had  a  good  basket  of  fair-sized  fish.  Rod  fishing 
on  piers:  Moderate  sport. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  stormy  weather  of  this  week 
has  rather  put  a  stop  to  all  the  soa  fishing,  more 
especially  the  boat  fishers.  Those  who  do  not 
mind  a  toss  have  been  having  very  good  sport  in 
Jenny  Cliff  Bay,  fishing  at  anchor  for  mackerel, 
which  are  very  plentiful.  Scores  of  boa's  can  be 
seen  daily,  and  their  catches  vary  from  eighteen 
dozen  to  four  dozen.  There  are  still  a  few  of  these 
fish  to  be  caught  off  the  Millbay  Docks,  but  not  in 
such  large  numbers  as  a  few  weeks  ago.  Mullet  are 
still  feeding  well,  and  there  are  plenty  of  smelt 
catching.  Cod  are  in  their  prime  this  month,  and 
remain  so  until  the  end  of  the  year.  The  list  of 
edible  fish  for  the  month  include  plaice,  sole, 
flounder,  dab,  halibut,  turbot,  brill,  marysole, 
mackerel,  dory,  surmullet,  conger,  salmon,  wrasses 
generally,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  whiting,  pollack, 
haddock,  codfish,  hake,  homelyn  ray,  launce, 
pilchard,  sprat,  herring,  twaite,  shad,  anchovy, 
mullet,  atherine,  smelt,  and  all  shellfish. — William 
Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — Strong  winds  and  tides  and  thick 
water  have  largely  interfered  with  boat  fishing  this 
week,  still  those  who  braved  the  weather  did  well, 
codling  being  good  and  plentiful,  but  whiting  are 
"spotty"  and  somewhat  difficult  to  find.  On 
Sept.  30  Mr.  David  Pine  had  six  score  of  good  fish, 
and  other  anglers  from  three  to  four  score  per  boat, 
Several  of  the  boatmen  fishing  early  between  the 
lights  have  brought  in  some  fine  codling  up  to  51b.  or 
61b.,  one  boat  having  a  nice  cod  of  91b.  From  the 
Iron  Pier  Mr.  Wilkes  has  had  some  good  codling, 
several  bass  (best  fish  about  4lb.),  and  a  nice  sole. 
Mr.  Tanton  and  several  others  have  done  well  from 
the  same  pier.  From  the  Marina  a  visiting  angler 
on  Oct.  1  landed  a  fine  bass  of  61b.,  and  several 
running  21b.  and  over  have  been  taken.  From  the 
West  Pier  Mr.  Birkett  and  several  others  have  had 
sport  with  codling  and  whiting,  but  Mr.  White  has 
made  the  success  of  the  week,  having  taken  two 
score  of  bass  during  the  week,  his  catch  including  a 
5lb.,  two  fish  of  over  41b.,  one  3Jlb.,  and  several 
running  2lb.  and  over.  Settled  weather  would 
ensure  splendid  sport. — Grey  Mullett. 

Southend. — An  enjoyable  morning's  sea  fishing 
was  the  lot  of  four  visitors  on  Oct.  1.  The  party 
was  steered  by  Skipper  Thomas  Foy  on  to  a  shoal 
of  dabs.  They  caught  102  good-sized  fish,  com 
prising  dabs,  whiting,  and  codling. 

Sonthwold. — The  recent  tempestuous  weather 
with  corresponding  high  tides,  has  not  proved 
conducive  to  good  sport,  though  several  fair  bags 
of  whiting — not  yet  quite  at  their  best — have  been 
taken.  The  east  coast  erosion  has  probaby  con 
tributed  to  the  dirty  condition  of  the  water,  and 
sea- weed  in  floating  masses  at  various  stages  of  the 
tides  has  given  anglers  a  good  deal  of  trouble 
and  annoyance.  This  will,  however,  shortly 
settle  down,  and  good  sport  may  be  anticipated  in 
a  few  days.  Meantime,  any  reader  who  likes  to 
write  me  as  to  prospects,  conditions,  etc.,  and 
requiring  information  generally,  may  do  so,  and 
shall  be  pleased  to  reply.  Lugs  (Is.  per  100),  fresh 
daily,  obtainable,  with  fresh  herring  and  mackerel 
baits,  on  Coast  Ddveljpment  Company's  Pier, 
Some  good  conger  have  been  taken  during  the 
week.  Dabs  and  codling  are  being  caught  occasion 
ally. — Leonard  B.  WmoHTaoN  (B.S.A.S.). 


Waltou-on-Naze. — A  nice  lot  of  fiih  have  been 
cauglit  (mixed).  Messrs.  Blewitt,  Houghton,  and 
Pate  have  had  very  good  bags  of^  tho  pier  this 
week.  Throo  gentlomen  from  London  dil  well  with 
the  codling.  Mr.  A.  Spinks  had  a  score  of  good 
codling  and  dabs.  Hammond  wont  out  trawling 
with  a  gentleman  from  Chelmsford,  and  had  sixty 
pairs  of  soles,  lobster,  skate,  plaice,  etc.  I  wont 
trawling  with  him  on  Oct.  3,  and  had  sixty  pairs 
of  soles  and  two  lobsters,  besides  skate  and  other 
fish.  Blowing  hard  to  day,  WeJnesday,  Oct.  4, 
westerly  wind. — J.  R.  Robin-SOn. 

Weymouth. —  Fishing  is  still  good,  and  almost 
every  day  good  baskets  are  being  reported.  The 
bay  has  been  literally  teeming  with  mackerel  and 
some  very  big  catches  have  been  made.  The  best 
of  these  are  H.  Brown  (local  waterman),  who  had 
no  less  than  980  mackerel,  caught  entirely  by  him- 
self on  hook  and  line  be -ides  sailing  his  boat;  his 
brother,  A.  Brown,  had  480  fish,  and  E.  Haggett  42') 
fish  under  similar  conditions.  I  think  the.se  catches 
will  take  some  beating,  but  it  shows  that  Weymouth 
can  compete  with  any  other  sea-angling  resort  in 
offering  good  sport  to  visitors.  On  Oct.  2  there 
were  twenty-five  boats  out.  Mullet  are  still  to  be 
caught  from  the  breakwater,  and  fish  of  from  21b. 
to  6lb.  have  been  taken  last  week  -  end.  W. 
Moggeridge  has  been  out  on  the  skate  groun  Is,  and 
had  fair  luck,  several  good-size  skate,  bssides  silver 
whiting  and  sea-bream,  falling  to  his  share.  I  saw 
some  good  plaice  and  soles  netted  on  the  sands  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  3,  also  a  small  turbot  of  about 
ajlb.— Chas.  J.  Rctssell  (W.A.A.). 


Jlssociafiotts,  etc. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Our  ordinary  meeting  on  Sept.  27,  Mr.  E.  Bligrave 
in  the  chair,  was  only  attended  by  a  faithful  few, 
and  there  was  very  little  business  on  the  agenda. 
Our  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  gave  an  account  of  his 
recent  holiday  in  Sussex,  and  Mr.  Qravier  wrote 
saying  that  ha  had  spent  a  very  pleasant  holiday  in 
France.  During  the  past  week  angling  and  general 
business  has  been  very  quiet.  Messrs.  Duna  and 
Viner  fished  off  their  respective  ties  in  the  second 
round  for  the  club  cup,  and  have  qualified  for  the 
next  round.  Several  members  visitad  the  society's 
fishery  at  Harefield,  etc.,  this  last  week-end,  but 
nothing  of  any  particular  size  was  taken  ;  however, 
Messrs.  Blagrave,  Swain,  Viner,  and  Yarham  had  a 
few  roach,  Mr.  Wilkins,  dace  and  gudgeon,  and  Mr. 
Yarham,  jack.  Members  are  reminded  that  the 
second  round  for  the  club  cup  must  be  fished  o£f  on 
or  before  Oct.  15.— E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Parker  presiding.  Fishing  reports  were  not 
numerous,  Mr.  Davison  had  taken  several  barbel  at 
Staines,  four  of  them  running  up  to  4lb.  or  over ; 
whilst  Messrs.  G.een  and  Merritt  had  taken  thirteen 
jack  at  Wraysbury.  Respecting  jack  in  the  society's 
water,  it  is  considered  that  there  are  far  too  many 
of  them,  and  it  was  resolved,  therefore — as  a  pro- 
tective measure — that  it  was  desirable  that  any  of 
them  taken  above  the  Thames  standard  this  season 
should  be  retained ;  relative  to  this,  jack  will  be 
included  in  the  Wraysbury  competition  on  Oct.  17, 
when  three  of  the  large  bronze  medals,  now  being 
struck,  will  be  offered  severally  for  tho  best  three 
roach,  dace,  and  jack,  above  C.L.P.S.  standard. 
Fishing  at  Leigh  recently,  Mr.  W.  Gilbert  had  poor 
sport ;  Mr.  Jesse  Birch  reported  some  good  results 
at  an  earlier  date,  with  takes  of  flounders  and  dabs. 
A  new  member  has  been  elected.  Mr.  Davison 
received  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  providing  hand- 
some frames  for  some  fine  Wraysbury  photographs, 
taken  by  Mr.  Grubb.  The  paper  read  by  Mr.  G.  W. 
Thompson  was  eminently  successful ;  it  was  entitled, 
"  Fishing  Reminiscences" — distinctly  humorous  and 
brimful  of  fun  throughout,  and  he  was  awarded  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  at  the  close.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
("Old  Izaak"  of  the  People)  will  read  a  paper  on 
Tuesday  next,  Oct.  10.  Visitors  are  invited,  when, 
doubtless,  there  will  be  a  large  attendance. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Gkesham  Angling  Society. 
Important  business  was  disposed  of  in  committee, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan,  on  Tuesday 
last.  Mr.  T.  E.  Price  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
ordinary  meeting  which  followed,  when  some  good 
fishing  reports  were  recorded.  The  chairman  has 
recently  returned  from  a  visit  to  Wales,  where  he 
met  with  fair  sport,  capturing  a  large  number  of 
grayling  and  trout,  a  few  char  which  gave  excellent 
sport,  sewin  up  to  21b.,  and  sea-trout  running  from 
31b.  to  61b.  Mr.  Buckingham  had  a  quantity  of  pike, 
largest,  8lb. ;  Mr.  Zerfeiss,  pike  up  to  71b. ;  Mr.  W.  P. 
Salmond,  at  Kelvedon,  took  twenty-three  roach, 
weighing  201b. ;  and  Mr.  Cheeld,  at  Chesham,  took 
before  breakfast  on  Sept.  28  five  trout,  the  weights 
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ZUG 


PRICE,  if  you  send  order 
to  us  direct, 


WATERPROOF 


SHOOTING 


BOOTS. 


WE 

GUARANTEE 

to  refuiul  the 
1S/B 
111  full  if  the  boots 
are  not  absolutely 
watertight. 


"ZUC" 

is  the 
toughest 
and  ni  o  s  t 
duralile 
eather  in 
the  world, 
'the  upjiers 
are  sewn  with 
wax    thread  at 
tlie  side  seams  ;  no 
of  letting  in  the 
wet. 

soles  undergo  a  patent 
waterproofing  process,  wliich, 
in  addition  to  making  them  im- 
pervious to  water,  tonghens  them,  and  adds  to 
their  wcar-resistiiii;  qualities. 

STANDARD  SCREWED  &  STITCHED. 

Smooth  inside.     Will  never  break  away. 

SIZES— 5,  6,  7,  8,  0,  10,  11  (size  12,  1/-  extra\ 
Every  size  made  in  four  different  widths,  as 
follows 3  fitting  (narrow),  4  (medium),  6  (wide), 
6  (extra  wide).  This  means  the  width  across 
joint  and  instep.  Boots  exchanged  in  the  remote 
event  of  misfit. 
Send  P.O.  for  18/8,  and  state  clearly  the 
size  and  fitting  you  reciuire. 

FOREIGN  ORDERS. 

Most  Colonies,  2/6  extra.  South  Africa, 
3/6  extra. 

With  each  pair  of  boots  we  enclose  one  of  our 
splendidly  illustrated  Catalogues. 

W.  BARRATT  &  CO., 

103,  Sterling  Shoe  Works,  NORTHAMPTON. 


DALY'S  THEATRE, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

XO-NIGHT  and  EVERY  EVENING,  8.15. 
MATINEE  EVERY  SATURDAY,  2.30. 

Produced  by  Mr.  GEORGE  EDWARD  ES. 


THE   LITTLE  MICHUS. 

By  A.  VANLOO  and  G.  DnvAL. 
Music  by  Andr^;  Messaoer. 
Adapted  for  the  English  Stage  by 
Henky  Hamilton. 
Lyrics  by  Percy  Greenbank. 

Mr.  ROBERT  EVETT, 

Mr.  W.  Louis  Brabfield, 

Mr.  JAMES  Blakeley, 
Mr.  Ambrose  Manning, 
Mr.  Willie  Warde, 
and 

Mr.  Obohgb  Graves, 
Miss  Amy  Auoarde, 
Miss  Lily  Elsie, 
Miss  Grace  Finder, 
and 

(the  little  Michus) : 
Miss  Adribnnb  Auoardb, 
Miss  Dbnisb  Ormb. 


Box-office  ten  till  ten.  Boxes  21  to  5  gna. ; 
stallB,  10«.  6d.  ;  balcony,  7«.  6d.  :  upper  circle 
(front),  St.,  other  rows,  4». 


Anglera  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL.  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fiahlngr  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

BHonLD  advertise  in 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advta.,  26  words  for  1».,  prepaid. 

Addreii:  "Observer"  OIBee,  Boumemoutb. 


IDerne  Ba^p  HtiGUriQ  ^festival 

November  18,  19,  &  20, 

FISHING  FROM  IPrER&  BOATS 

Numerous  Valuable  Prizes, 

INCLUDING  THE 

GOLD  MEDAL  of  the  Heme  Bay  Angling  Associalion. 
GOLD  MEDAL  of  the  National  Sea  Anglers'  Federation. 

And  SILVER  and  BRONZE  MEDALS. 


Entry  Forms  and  full  particulars  may  be  obtained  from  the  Hon.  Secrctarj', 
Mr.  JOSEPH  GRIPPER,  Granville  House,  Heme  Bay. 


RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA.  FRY.  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

Reared  &i  much  on  natural  aa  artificial  food  ;  lold  by  mlnlmnm  meainrement,  not  by  arerage 
length.    MoUuica,  Cmstaceani,  Water  Planti,  &c. 

"  PEPTO,"— Peptonlsed  Fish  Meal— made  trom  pare  flah  and  pepilne.  Sole  Bcltlib 
Igent.   loapectton  Invited.    Apply  for  cataloguea  and  price  lut  to— 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 


INVENTOKS  OF  THB   .   .  . 

"rrAnned  Angola" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"banned  Angola" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  FHeld,  June  80,  1900. 

WOOLLEN  WADINC  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  GBEEII  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQDAIIE,  W.C. 

CATALOaUB5  GRATIS. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 


TELEPHONE:  2601. 


Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station  St., 
LEEDS. 

TELEGRAMS:  "PISCATOR." 


Sea  Tackle. 

Pike  Tackle. 


Ait  Latest  improvements 

SEE  CATALOGUE. 

The  most  complete  list  ever  issued.    (Postage  2|d.) 


TWELFTH 
EDITION. 


Second  Edition-  JVow  Ready.  2/-  net ;  2/4  post  free, 

THE  TROUT  PLY  DRESSER'S 
CABINET  OP  DEVICES. 

By  the  lat©  H.  0.  MeCLELLAND  (Athenian  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette.") 

WITH    EIGHTY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 
THB  "  FTiSBII^a  GAZETTE  "  OFFICE,  St.  Dunrtan'g  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


Loqiloii&lioMesteiii 


GREENORE 

(Carlingford  Lough,  IRELAND) 
And  the  MOURNE  District 


Mo.st  comfortable  accommodation  is  prrivided 
at  the  Company's  HOTEL  at  GREENORE,  tlie 
improvement  and  enlargement  of  which  have 
been  completed.    Fnll  pension  for  adnlts,  from 
'Ox.  a  week,  children  42».,  under  10  years  of  age.  ; 
Conveniently  arranKedHnnjsalowshave  al.iobeen  i 
erected  in  a  pleasaut  situation  facing  Carling-  • 
ford  Lough.  ^ 

GOLF  LINKS  (18-hole  Course),  Club  j 
House,  Lawn  'I'ennis  Court,  and  (Jro(|Uct  Lawn  f 
have  also  been  provided  by  the  Company,  and  of  J 
these  Residents  in  the  Hotel  have  free  use.  ' 
KishinK  and  Sea  Bathing.  Boats  and  Boatmen  • 
at  reasonable  charges.  ■ 

GREENORE  Is  a  convenient  centre  for  Excur- 
sions on  Carlingford  Lough  and  tlirough  the  s 
well-known  Mourne  ^fountains  District.  The  * 
roads  in  the  Comities  of  Louth  and  Down  arc  ail  . 
excellent  for  Cyclists.  Car  Trips  at  popular  \ 
prices.  Particulars  may  be  procured  at  the  , 
HoteL  * 

A  New  and  Commodious  Steamer  makes  ; 
trips  along  Carlingford  Louj^h  at  intervals  1 
throughout  the  day,  and  runs  in  connection  y 
with  .Messrs.  Norton  &  Company's  Car  Service  ; 
to  and  from  Warrenpoint,  Kostrevor,  Green-  < 
castle,  Kilkeel,  and  Newcastle  (Co.  Down).  Ee-  > 
sidents  in  the  Comjiany's  Hotel  at  Greenore  are  J 
allowed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  trips  by  this  i 
Steamer  Free  of  Charge.  I 

At  WARRENPOINT  there  is  a  very  comfort-  j 
al)l>?  HOTEL  connected  with  theGreat  Northern 
(Ireland)  Railway  Company,  and  at  ROS- 
TREVOR  the  Great  Northern  Hotel,  also 
owned  and  managed  by  that  Company,  offers 
convenient  accommodation  to  Tourfsts. 

Passengers  with  Through  Tickets  between 
England  and  the  North  of  Ireland  are  allowed 
to  break  the  journey  at  Greenore  ;  and  a  con- 
venient service  of  trains  runs  between  Greenore 
and  Newry,  and  between  Greenore  and  Dundalk 
.function,  in  connection  with  the  Great  Northern 
of  Ireland  Company's  Main  Line  to  and  from 
Enniskillen,  Belfast,  and  the  North  of  Ireland. 


Return  Halves  of  Tickets  to,  from,  and 
via  Dublin  (North  Wall)  and  Greenore. 

Passengers  holding  Tourist  or  Ordinary  Return 
Tickets  to  or  from  Dublin  (North  Wall)  or  Sta- 
tions in  the  interior  of  Ireland,  i-io  Dublin  (North 
Wall)  will  be  allowed  to  travel  on  the  return 
jouniey  via  Greenore,  and,  in  like  manner,  pas- 
sengers holding  Tourist  or  Ordinary  Return  \ 
Tickets  to  or  from  Greenore  or  Stations  in  the  \ 
interior  of  Ireland,  via  Greenore,  will  be  allowed 
to  travel  on  ihe  return  journey  via  Dublin 
(North  Wall). 

This  interchange  arrangement  does  not  in  ■ 
elude  free  conveyance  by  Rail  over  any  of  the 
Irish  Lines,  except  the  Dundalk,  Newry,  and 
Greenore  Railway,  between  Greenore  and  Dun- 
dalk, or  between  Greenore  and  Newry. 


FURNISHED  BUNGALOWS 
TO  BE  LET 

ON 

THE    001L.F  UINKS, 

GREENORE,    CARLINGFORD  LOUGH 
(Facln);  the  Sea). 

Each  Bungalow  contains  on  Ground  Floor : 
TWO  SITTING  ROOMS.  FOUR  BEDROOMS, 
BATH  ROOM,  &c..  Hot  and  Cold  Water. 
KITCHEN,  &c. 

On  First  Floor :  TWO  LARGE  BEDROOMS, 
SERVANTS'  ROOM,  ELECTRIC  LIGHT 
THROUGHOUT. 

Terms  :  £5  6s.  per  week  during  the 
Summer  Season. 
Linen  and  Plate  supplied  if  required  for 
109.  6cl.  per  week.    Electric  Light  extra. 

Reduced  Terms  from  lit  November  to  the  end 
of  February.  Linen  ani  Plate  also  supplied  if 
required  for  lOS.  6d.  per  week, 


For  all  particulars  apply  to  the  Estate  Office, 
£uston  Station,  London,  N.W. 
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being  as  follows:  lib.  lOoz..  21b.,  21b.  2oz.,  and 
two  smaller  ones  put  back.  The  closing  dinner  at 
Chesham  on  Saturday  (Sept.  30)  was  a  very  en- 
joyable affair,  most  of  the  regular  fly  fishing 
members  being  present.  Regret  was  generally 
expressed  that  Mr.  Mark  Davies  was  unavoidably 
p:evented  from  being  present  at  this  function,  his 
genial  presence  bsing  greatly  missed.  The  catering 
of  Host  East  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  the 
Michaelmas  gocse  being  much  appreciated.  Will 
members  who  propose  taking  part  in  the  pike  outing 
to  Kelvedon  on  Saturday,  Oct.  14,  please  communi- 
cate with  the  honorary  secretary  ? — Hon.  Sec. 

Openshaw  Star  Angling  Society. 
The  Openshaw  Star  Anglers'  distribution  of 
eighteen  valuable  prizes  took  place  on  Oct.  2.  Mr. 
AV.  Chegwin  (president)  presented  the  prizes,  ably 
assisted  by  Mr.  H.  Wharton  (hon.  sec).  After  the 
distribution  the  member-!  and  their  friends  spent  a 
very  pleasant  and  enjojrable  evening. — W.  Chegwin. 

PiscATOEiAL  Society. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  took  the  chair  at  the  meeting 
on  Monday  last  (Oct.  2).  There  was  a  fair  attend- 
ance of  members.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  reported  that 
Mr.  W.  M.  Collis  had  a  brace  each  of  trout  and 
grayling  one  day  last  week  from  the  Lambourn. 
Mr.  F.  Ward  also  had  a  brace  of  trout,  and 
Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  a  leash  from  the 
same  water.  Several  members  had  fished  the 
Kennet  with  poor  results,  the  water  being 
rather  low.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  gave  an  account 
of  his  visit  to  Harris.  In  seventeen  days  he  had 
116  sea-trout,  best  fish  S^lb.  The  weather  for  the 
most  part  was  rough  and  boisterous,  but  there  were 
a  few  calm  days  on  which  he  had  grand  sport  with 
the  dry  fly,  taking  sea-trout  up  to  Sflb.  with 
May  Flies,  Spent  Gnats,  Zulus,  and  Crane  Flies. 
Last  week,  on  the  Itclien,  he  had  some  trout 
and  grayling.  There  was  a  good  hatch  of  fly 
through:)Ut  the  day,  but  a  strong  downstream 
wind  rendered  fishing  very  difficult.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  had  also  fished  the  Itchen,  and  met  with 
much  the  same  experience  as  Mr.  Poole.  The 
chairman  had  been  salmon  fishing  at  Banff. 
He  found  the  river  at  summer  level  and 
rather  foul,  and  consequently  met  with  little  8p:>rt. 
Mr.  H.  W.  Ansell  described  the  fishing  to  be  met 
with  at  Lake  Constance,  and  regretted  that  he  had 
no  tackle  with  him  during  his  stay  there.  Owing  to 
unavoidable  circumstances  the  mudding  operations 
on  the  Lambourn  had  ti  be  postponed  from  last 
week,  but  they  were  commenced  last  Monday, 
Oct.  2,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  end  of  the  week. — Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 


THE  ESSENDON  (VICTORIA,  AUSTRA- 
LIA) FISH  PROTECTION  SOCIETY 
AND  ANGLERS'  CLUB. 


Extracts  fbom  the  Annual  Report,  1904-05. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  year  1904  the  society 
had  153  financial  members  on  the  roll,  and  the 
committee  congratulate  the  club  on  the  increase 
this  year  to  2 JO  members  financial.    The  executive 
have  during  the  current  year  arranged  several 
entertainments  for  the  amusement  and  beneBt  of 
the  members,  consisting  of  lectures  on  acclimatised 
fish,  etc.    The  first  was  a  paper  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Kingsbury  on  "  Fly  Fishing  "  ;  Mr.  A.  Fear  gave 
a  phonographic  entertairmient ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Kings- 
iry,  a  paper  on  "Angling  in  General";  Mr. 
.'■.o.  Bertram,  a  lecture  on  "  Rod  Making  and  its 
J'roce  a";    Mr.  G.  Beechcroft,  a  paper,  entitled, 
"Humorous  Sketches"  ;  Mr.  R.  Fe.-guson,  a  lecture, 
entitled,  "  The  Fisheries  of  America  and  California," 
with  limelight  effects ;  Mr.  T.  Armstrong  gave  a 
1  cture,  "An  Evening  with  Robbie  Burns";  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Milford  gave  a  lecture  on  "  Propagation 
■  f  Sea  Fish,  Cod,  etc.,"  with  diagram?.    Each  of 
o  items  above  mentioned  was  highly  appreciated 
/  the  members  of  the  club.    The  society  deemed 
advi-able  to  restock  Deep  Creek,  at  Tullamarine, 
:th  English  brown  trout,  and  for  that  purpose 
ilO   lOs.  was  voted  from  the  restocking  fund. 
Negotiations  were  entered  into  with  the  Geelong 
and  Western  District  Acclimati-.ing  Society  and  the 
Ballarat  Acclimatising  Society  for  a  supply  of 
yearling  trout.    The  Geelong  Society,  however, 
were  unable  to  supply  the  order,  and  the  Ballarat 
S  jciety  could  only  spare  525  ;  these  were  obtained 
'  7  Messrs.  Frank  May  and  J.   Speakman,  who 
imeyed  to  Ballarat  for  them.    On  their  arrival 
'  the  Es  endon  Railway  Station  on  Saturday, 
me  17,  a  number  of  the  members  were  in  attend- 
ice  to  receive  them — namely,  the  president  (Mr. 
VV.  H.  Kingsbury),  Major  Evans,  Mes.-ra.  Stooke, 
Pearl,   May,    Speakman,    Bone,  Wilkie.  Taylor, 
MoKenzie,  Downie,  F.  Morgan,  Ross,  McDonald, 
Alves,  Woolcott,  Lovick,  and  Filmer.    They  were 
t'n-n  '  onvcyed  to  their  derstination,  and  distributed 


in  various  parts  of  tho  creek,  Mesdames  Evans, 
Levens,  and  Speakman  taking  part  in  their  distribu- 
tion. Thesa  ladies  kindly  provided  refreshments 
for  the  party,  and  a  most  enjoyable  afternoon  was 
spent,  which  will  bo  long  remembeiod  by  those  who 
took  part.  With  a  view  to  promoting  good-fellow- 
ship and  sportsmanlike  feeling  between  the  various 
angling  clubs  in  the  vicinity  of  Melbourne,  an  inter - 
club  angling  tournament  was  arranged  to  take 
place  on  the  Saltwater  river  on  Jan.  30,  1905.  The 
winners  of  the  angling  tournament  were  :  Victorian 
Club,  1st;  Brunswick  Club,  2nd.  The  executive 
are  pleased  to  report  that  the  president  has  received 
a  letter  from  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Alnwick,  England 
(the  world-renowned  angling  specialists),  offering  a 
trophy  to  be  competed  for  by  members  of  this 
club  during  the  coming  season.  Tlie  fishing  season 
has  not  been  a  good  one  compared  with  those  of 
former  years.  This  can  be  accounted  for  to  a  large 
extent  by  the  fact  that  netting  is  systematically 
carried  on  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Footscray. 
The  Victorian  Piscatorial  Council  have  brought  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister,  and  asked 
for  the  appointment  of  another  inspector  of  fisheries 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  illegal 
netting.  The  Minister  has  promised  to  make  pro- 
vision on  the  estimates  for  the  appointment  to  be 
confirmed. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  evening  the  B.S.A.S.  commenced 
their  winter  session  in  fine  style.  The  occasion  was 
the  presentation  of  the  "  Sarcelle "  cup  and  the 
specimen  fish  medals.  Mr.  Mallett  and  many  of 
the  "  Ballycotton  contingent "  were  present,  an  1 
received  many  kindly  congratulations  on  their 
successes  of  this  year. 

It  was  a  friendly  meeting  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word,  but  the  large  number  present  was  an  eloquent 
proof,  if  any  were  needed,  of  the  popularity  of  sea- 
angling  and  the  abounding  vitality  of  the  B  S.A.S. 
The  business  part  of  the  programme  was  limited  to 
the  presentation  of  the  cup  and  medals.  Even 
Ballycotton  "experiences"  were  postponed  till  next 
meeting.  The  chairman,  after  a  short  but  thoroughly 
practical  addieis,  presented  the  medals  to  the 
winners,  whose  names  have  already  been  published 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  accompanying  each  presenta- 
tion with  a  few  kindly  words  of  congratulation. 

Most  of  the  winners  we^e  present  to  receive  their 
awards,  but  a  few,  amongst  them  Mr.  Botteley  (the 
winner  of  the  "  Sarcelle  "  cup),  were  unavoidably 
prevented  from  attending. 

Then  followed  harmony,  and  harmony  of  a  kind 
too  seldom  heard  at  meetings  of  this  character. 
Mr.  Leeds'  artistic  rendering  of  "Lovely  Spring" 
came  somewhat  as  a  surprise.  The  singer  was  in 
splendid  voice,  and  received  a  vociferous  encore. 
This  gentleman  sang  later  in  the  evening  a  duet 
with  Mr.  W.  S.  Page,  "  Excelsior,"  ani  all  were 
delighted  with  their  rendering,  as  also  Mr.  Leeds' 
second  solo.  Mr.  Page  sang  "  Nelson's  Gone 
A-Sailing"  and  "  The  Old  Black  Mare." 

Judging  from  his  books  and  his  lectures  at  the 
B.S.A.S.  one  would  not  expect  sentimental  ditties 
from  Mr.  Robert  Stanley — and  one  did  not  get 
them — but  ho  sang  some  humorous  songs,  "  Not  a 
Return,"  and  some  others,  in  a  way  which  was 
greatly  to  the  taate  of  the  audience,  and  ensured 
for  the  singer  an  enthusiastic  encore  each  time. 
Mr.  Waller  Crisfield,  who  was  in  splendid  voice, 
sang  "  Three  for  Jack  "  and  "  The  Bedouin's  Love 
Song"  in  a  most  artistic  manner.  Mr.  Pocklington 
sang  "  Angels  Guard  Thee,"  and  received  a  well- 
deserved  encore. 

The  p  esent  writer  can  only  offer  well  deserved 
congratulatims  to  all  concerned  for  the  excellent 
arrangements  made  for  the  comfort  and  enjoyment 
of  members  and  their  friends.  The  evening  con- 
cluded by  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and  the 
usual  toast.  C.  H. 


ANGLER   DROWNED    IN  THE 
FIFE  EDEN. 


The  body  of  Thomas  Watson  (forty  eight),  retired 
publican,  22,  Nelson-street,  Dundee,  was  found  in 
the  River  Eden,  near  Cupar.  Waison  left  home 
one  morning  for  a  day's  fishing  in  the  Eden,  and 
met  a  friend  by  appointment  at  Guard  bridge. 
They  fished  the  Eden  from  Clayton  to  Nydie  Mill, 
Watson's  friend  left,  having  to  get  an  after- 
noon train.  Watson  was  never  seen  alive  again, 
nnd  some  of  his  relatives,  assisted  by  Constable 
Morrison,  Ceres,  searched  the  river  where  he  was 
last  seen.  On  dragsi;ing  the  Pouch,  a  deep  hole  in 
the  river,  the  body  was  found.  The  deceased  was 
still  grasping  the  rod  in  his  hand.  After  being 
exammed  by  Dr.  Douglas,  Cupar,  the  body  was 
conveyed  home. 


FOXING  A  TROUT. 


The  natural  May  Fly  is  not  unfrequently  used 
for  dibbing  or  dapping  as  it  is  termed,  which  ia 
merely  fishing  on  the  surface  of  the  water  with  a 
real  fly.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  fasten  a  natural 
fly  on  the  hook,  so  that  it  can  be  thrown  like  an 
artificial  one,  and,  consequently,  where  there  is  emy 
space  of  water  to  cover,  ond  a  nice  gentle  breeze, 
lecourse  is  had  to  what  is  called  bbwi'^g  the  fly. 
A  blow  line  is  fonned  of  a  vory  light,  fine  kind  of 
floss  silk,  sufficiently  strong  for  its  purpose,  and  yet 
so  light  as  ti  be  susceptible  to  the  influence  of 
almost  the  SDftest  zephyr.  With  but  a  light  air,  in 
the  right  direction,  and  a  little  judicious  manipula- 
tion of  the  rod,  as  easy  to  be  imagined  as  described, 
the  angler  manages  that  the  fly  shall  fall  softly  as 
thistledown  on  the  desired  spot,  where  a  trouty 
trito.a  is  observed  eagerly  swallowing  down  his 
insect  dainties.  The  lure,  if  at  all  adroitly  managed, 
seldom  lails,  the  fly  is  sucked  in,  a  smart  twitch 
fi.xes  the  well-temperei  steel  barb,  and  after  a  short 
struggle,  the  finny  prey  is  successfully  brought  to 
bank.  To  bait  a  hook  with  tho  natural  fly  is  a 
rather  de!icate  operation,  but  with  care  ani  dry 
fingers  it  can  readily  be  accomplished.  The  hook 
should  be  inserted  under  one  wing  and  the  point 
brought  out  upwards,  between  the  two  wings  on 
the  back.  Two  flies  generally  are  used,  placed  on 
the  hook  tail  to  tail. 

It  is  true  that  some  enthusiastic  fly-fishers 
denounce  blowing  the  fly  as  a  rather  unsportsman- 
like mode  of  angling;  when  practised  with  an 
artificial  fly  it  cannot  well  be  defended  on  any 
grounds  whatever ;  and  in  all  rule,  for  fishing  clubs 
it  ought  to  be  forbidden.  There  is  another 
mode  of  dibbing,  however,  free  from  any  such 
objections,  for  which  the  natural  May  Fly  answers 
admirably.  It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  a. 
large  trout  takes  up  a  position  under  the  spreading 
branches  of  a  tree,-  beneath  a  natural  chevaux-de- 
frise,  formed  by  a  straggling  evergreen  thorn,  or 
in  some  similar  position,  utterly  unattainable  by 
an  artificial  fly,  though  thrown  by  the  deftest  hand. 
Here,  too,  that  large  trout,  the  best  in  the  water, 
will  remain  till  forcibly  ejected  by  man,  otter,  or 
a  stronger  fish  than  itself ;  and  if  the  tenant  of  one 
of  those  aquatic  castle?  be  captured  one  day,  the 
next  best  fish  in  the  neighbourhood  will  be  in  full 
possession  on  the  day  after.  Handle  Holme  had 
probably  a  fish  of  this  description  in  hi?  mind  when 
he  wrote  in  his  extraordinary  "Academy  of 
Armory  "  that  "  trout  are  emblems  of  quiet,  calm, 
and  gentleness,  such  as  love  not  to  be  in  troubled 
waters,  or  to  be  tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  blustering 
of  wicked  and  malevolent  spirits,  but  rather  live 
quiet  at  home,  than  enjoy  abundance  through 
labour  and  trouble."  Whatever  the  trout  may 
love  is  beyond  the  question,  man  likes  to  catch  it, 
and  the  way  to  achieve  a  consummation  so  devoutly 
to  be  wished  is  as  follows : — The  position  must  be 
carefully  reconnoitred  from  the  opposite  bank  or 
nearest  point  of  vantage,  and  the  most  eligible 
spot  for  dropping  a  fly  before  the  trout's  nose 
carefully  selected.  If  there  should  be  no  suitable 
opening  for  the  rod  one  can  be  made  by  a  bill-hook, 
and  another  lower  down  to  admit  the  protrusion  of 
a  landing-net  may  also  be  not  disadvantageous; 
and  lest  the  fish  should  be  unnecessarily  alarmed, 
the  openings  may  be  made  the  day  previous  to 
that  of  action.  A  short  stout  rod  and  line  is  used 
for  this  purpose ;  and  the  line,  to  avoid  any  obstruc- 
tion or  entanglement,  should  be  lightly  wound 
round  the  top  of  the  rod.  With  the  stealthy  silence 
of  a  mole  the  point  of  the  rod  is  pushed  out  through 
the  opening,  exactly  over  the  trout's  haunt,  the 
line  is  gently  unwound  by  turning  the  rod  in  the 
reversa  manner  to  that  in  whicli  it  was  wound  on, 
and  the  fly  suffered  to  light  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  as  softly  as  the  hand  of  a  sacrilegious  thief 
might  glide  into  the  pocket  of  a  Lord  Mayor.  If 
the  operator  from  his  position  cannot  see  the  water, 
a  person  on  the  opposite  bank  in  view  of  the  spot 
can  guide  every  movement  by  waving  his  hand  either 
to  the  right  or  left,  up  or  down,  as  these  signals 
may  havo  previously  been  agreed  upon.  The  result 
is  almost  a  certainty,  the  trout  being  speedily  trans- 
formed into  that  form  of  flesh  known  in  the  Dis- 
united States  as  a  "  gone  coon."  No  delicacy  mtist 
be  used  after  the  hook  is  once  fixed,  the  line  as  pre- 
viously mentioned  being  strong  the  fish's  head 
must  be  held  up  to  the  top  of  the  water,  play  in 
such  circumstances  being  out  of  the  question, 
nothing  but  work,  energetic  work,  can  be  allowed. 

The  keeper  called  it  "circumventing  'em."  and  it 
differs  little  from  what  Jlr  Kingsley,  in  hi?  enter- 
taining "Chalk  Stream  Studies,"  terms  "  foxing." 
Whoever  may  try  it  successfully  will  no  doubt 
agree  with  that  reverend  author  and  angler  thali 
there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  pleasant  excite- 
ment in  "foxing  a  great  fish." — W.  Pinkerton,  in 
the  Fisherman's  Magazine,  1864. 
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^offings  bp  t^c  iSap. 

"  Do  hut  adhere  closely  to  the  principles  of  wisdom, 
and  those  who  take  you  now  for  a  monkey  or  a  mad- 
man will  make  a  god  of  you  in  a  week's  time." 
—Marcus  Aubelius. 


The  Model  Angling  Society  cf  Canterbury  were 
liighly  pleased  with  the  results  of  their  fiist  open 
competition  at  Grove  Ferry  on  Oct.  1,  resulting  in 
the  first  six  prizes  being  taken  by  Mr.  Edwards 
(Heme  Bay),  Mr.  Brett  (Model),  Mr.  Osment  (Good 
Intent),  Mr.  Tourmaine  (Model),  Mr.  Ellams  (Royal 
Oak),  and  Mr.  Hawkes  (Model).  The  prizes  were 
presented  by  Mis.  Kirby  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  T.  W. 
Goram,  whose  splendid  loaehiod  (Williams)  with 
silver  shield  fully  engraved  was  greatly  admired. 
Messrs.  Wiight  and  Kirby,  the  sees.,  and  the  umpire, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  carried  out  tho  arrangements  of 
stamping  and  weighing  fish. 


It  will  be  a  matter  of  interest,  says  the  Cambridge 
Express,  to  those  of  our  readers  who  follow  the  quiet 
sport  of  fishing  to  hear  that  the  Cambs  and  Isle  of 
Ely  Angling  Society  has  succeeded  in  hiring  the 
right  of  fishing  in  a  stretch  of  water  at  Littleport 
not  hitherto  preserved  by  the  society.  This  new 
stretch  of  water  extends  from  what  i^  known  as 
Littleport  Dock!  Bridge  nearly  down  to  Brandon 
Creek,  and  is,  therefore,  close  upon  four  miles  in 
length.  The  small  subscription  of  .5s.  per  annum 
obtains  for  members  not  only  the  benefit  of  fishing 
in  a  preserved  fishery,  and  the  assistance  of  the 
keeper,  but  also  return  railway  tickets  at  single  fares 
to  a  large  number  of  stations  on  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway. 

"  Waltonian,"  in  the  Sporting  Chronicle,  says  : — 

"The  Trent  is  at  present  running  in  small  volume, 

but  nevertheless  is  in  prime  condition  for  chub  and 

pike  fishing,  the  former  method    in  particular. 

Armed  w  ith  a  good  supply  of  wasp  grubs,  visitors 

in  pursuit  of  the  lordly  chub  need  fear  nothing  as 

to  the  actual  result.    The  weedy  state  of  the 

Witham  is  beginning  to  have  a  marked  effect  upon 

the   attendance  of  anglers.    Comfortable  fishing 

continues  to  be  out  of  the  question  at  most  resorts, 

the  surface  of  the  stream  between  Kirkstead  anci 

Tattershall  being  completely  covered  by  the  aquatic 

vegetation." 

***** 

But  here  is  a  little  dodge  which  I  have  never  seen 
practised,  and  which  should  prove  very  useful : — 
"  Roach  anglers  have  in  consequence  had  to  resort 
to  extreme  measures  in  order  to  enjoy  the  pleasure 
of  wetting  the  line,  stietting  a  rope  across  the  river 
and  allowing  it  to  lay  lightly  upon  the  surface 
being  in  meat  vogue.  By  recourse  to  this  simple 
arrangement  the  floating  weed  has  sometimes  been 
kept  at  bay  fcr  hours  at  a  stretch,  and  only  when 
a  keel  has  hove  in  sight  has  it  been  necessary  to 
haul  in  the  rope.  Anglers  using  this  and  various 
other  strategies  have  taken  some  tidy  lots  of  roach, 
chiefly  by  the  aid  of  maggot  bait." 


Tbe  Gresham  Angling  Society  have  issued  the 
October  programme.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  14,  there 
will  be  a  pike  outing  to  Kelvedon,  and  on  Tuesday, 
Oct.  24  (ordinary  meeting),  a  paper  will  be  read  by 
the  Rev.  E.  Meyer,  entitled,  "  My  Only  One." 


Mk.  J.  A.  BiGSBY  has  been  having  some  good 
sport  off  Ramsgate.  On  one  day  out  for  five  hours 
he  caught  180  fish  (codling,  whiting,  and  dabs) ; 
and  on  another  day,  in  four  hours,  110  good  fish. 
Whilst  fishing  he  encountered  a  shoal  of  mackerel, 
which  were  so  numerous  that  many  were  foul- 
hooked. 

A  ROACH  weighing  21b.  4f  oz.  was  taken  by  Mr.  W. 
J.  Long,  of  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S.,  at 
Amberley,  on  Aug.  27.  Mr.  Duke,  of  the  Houghton 
Bridge  Inn,  is  having  the  fish  set  up  by  Mr.  Cooper, 
of  St.  Luke's. 


The  report  of  the  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  has  not  come  to  hand,  but  I  hear  that 
the  secretary,  in  a  few  well-worded  remarks,  passed 
a  tribute  of  respect  to  their  late  president,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Medcalf.  The  new  club  at  Southfield  was  pro- 
visionally enrolled,  and  the  Anglo-French  Pisca- 
torials,  which  bids  fair  to  become,  both  numerically 
and  financially,  a  success,  was  unanimously  accepted. 
The  officers  are  all  anglers  of  experience,  and  many 
i)f  them  were  instrumental  in  cementing  the  entente 
cordiale  at  the  recent  Anglo-French  tournament  at 
Henley-on-Thames. 

"What  room  is  the  largest  in  the  world?" 
"  Room  for  Improvement," 


On  Tuesday  I  received  a  wire,  "  Call  or  send  to 
Coach  and  Horses  forsomefish. — A.  Abrahams."  I 
wont,  and  saw  a  really  splendid  take  of  fish,  consist- 
ing of  whiting,  dabs,  mackerel,  plaice,  and  weavers. 
They  were  all  good-sized  fish,  and  the  total  weight 
was  1281b.  Considering  that  it  was  all  caught  at 
Brighton  (off  the  "Hospital  Hole")  in  about  four 
hours,  with  a  pretty  rough  sea  on,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Abrahams  are  to  be  congratulated.  The  lady,  who 
is  a  most  enthusiastic  angler,  attributes  her  success 
to  the  fact  that  she  could  "  detect  the  bite  of  a 
shrimp."  But  there  were  no  shrimps  amongst  this 
fine  lot  of  fish. 

***** 

Mr.  Abrahams,  who  is  also  fond  of  trout  fishing, 
journeyed  to  Hertford  on  the  last  day  of  the  season, 
and  landed  two  brace,  the  largest  weighing  31b.  4  Joz. 
The  fly  used  was  one  of  Gumage's  Augutt  Duns. 

Mn.  S.  H.  Wallis,  chairman  of  the  Weymouth  and 
Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society,  wi  ites  : — "  On  Wednes- 
day, Sept.  27,  Herbert  Brown,  a  licensed  waterman 
of  Weymouth,  caught  69  dozen  largo  mackerel  and 
11  dozen  small  ones,  a  total  of  OtiO;  liis  brotlier 
Albert,  in  about  four  hours,  secured  40  dozen  large 
and  a  number  of  small,  with  no  help  either  to 
manage  the  boats  or  pull  in  the  fibh.  Is  this  not  a 
record  for  single-handed  mackerel  railing  ?  "  [It 
certainly  is  a  wonderful  catch.] 


The  Newfoundland  Codfisheb. 

The  dripping  deck  beneath  him  reels, 

The  flooded  scupper j  spout  the  brine; 
He  heeds  them  not,  he  only  feels 

The  tugging  of  a  tightened  lino, 
The  grim  white  sea  fog  o'er  him  throws 

Its  clammy  curtain,  damp  and  cold, 
Ho  minds  it  not — his  work  he  knows, 

'Tis  but  to  fill  an  empty  hold. 

Oft,  driven  through  the  night's  blind  wrack. 

He  feels  the  dread  berg's  ghastly  breath. 
Or  hears  draw  nigh  through  walls  of  black 

A  throbbing  engine  chanting  death. 
But,  with  a  calm,  unwrinkled  brow. 

He  fronts  them,  grim  and  undismayed, 
For  storm  and  ice  and  liner's  bow. 

These  are  but  chances  of  the  trade. 

Yet  well  he  knows — where'er  it  be, 

On  low  Cape  Cod  or  bluff  Cape  Ann — 
With  straining  eyes  that  search  the  sea 

A  watching  woman  waits  her  man. 
He  knows  it,  and  his  love  is  deep. 

But  work  is  work,  and  broad  is  bread. 
And  though  men  drown  and  women  weep. 

The  hungry  thousands  must  be  fed. 

To  some  the  gain,  to  some  the  loss. 
To  each  his  chance,  the  game  with  Fate ; 

For  men  must  die  that  men  may  live — 
Dear  Lord,  be  kind  to  those  that  wait. 

— Harper's  Weekly, 


.  The  German  Ejipebor  and  the  "Badminton 
Magazine." 

His  Impebiai,  Majesty  has  graciously  sent  the 
following  message  to  the  author  cf  the  series  of 
articles  on  the  Royal  Homes  of  Sport  in  Germany 
which  have  been  running  for  the  past  few  months 
in  the  Badmint07i  Magazine  of  Sports  and  Pastimes  : 
"  His  Majesty  the  Kaiser  and  King  sends  you  his 
kind  thanks  for  the  September  number  of  the 
Badminton  Magazine,  in  which  His  Majesty  has 
f  olloVed  with  great  interest  your  lifelike  description 
of  the  Royal  Preserves." 


The  Etymology  of  "Bloater." 

Why  is  the  savoury  salted  herring  upon  which  so 
many  people  banquet  at  breakfast-time  called  a 
"  bloater  "  ?  Likely  enough  the  common  or  domestic 
wag  will  be  ready  with  the  self-suggested  answer 
that  it  is  because  he  bloats  !  Well.  Johnson  and 
several  other  philologists  define  "  bloat "  as  being 
"  to  swell,  to  inflate,"  and  herrings  are  certainly 
not  swollen  by  becoming  bloaters  ;  indeed,  the  case 
is  tho  contrary,  a  fact  which  was  put  upon  record 
early  in  the  seventeenth  century  by  the  poetaster 
Joshua  Sylvester,  who,  in  his  "Tobacco  Battered,'' 
wrote — 

.   .  .  herrings  in  the  sea  are  large  and  fi'" 
But  shrink  in  bloating. 

The  explination  is  that  salted  herrings  are  called 
"bloaters"  because  thoy  are  "bliited" — that  is, 
soaked  (in  a  pickle  of  brine,  to  wit) ;  from  the 
Swedish  "  biota,"  to  soak.  In  the  Swedish  tongue 
these  prepared  herrings  are  "  blot-fisk  " — that  is, 
soaked  fish.  And  so  the  irresponsible  humorist 
of  the  breakfast-table  is  pretty  nearly  right  after 
all,  though,  perhaps,  without  knowing  it. 


As  will  be  seen  in  an  advertisement  on  page  vi, 
Mr.  Arthur  Nowham,  for  so  many  years  water- 
bailiff  at  Wimbledon  Lake,  will,  at  the  end  of 
October,  take  up  his  abode  at  Cheitsey-on- Thames. 
He  and  hii  daughter,  who  have  both  been  giving 
lessons  in  fly  and  bait  casting  for  so  long  at 
Wimbledon,  will  continue  to  do  so  at  Chertsey  on 
ive "  water.  Mr.  Newham  is  a  first-rate  fisher- 
man, and,  no  doubt,  will  find  the  best  spots  for  his 
]Datrons  at  Chertsey.  I  wish  him  every  success  in 
liis  new  undertaking.  I  hope  to  make  "ono"  in 
one  of  his  beautiful  new  gilt-edged  punts  after  some 
pood  Thames  fi ih.  It  ii  too  late  this  season  for  tha 
Chertsey  trout. 

John  E.  Miller  writes  : — "  Another  angler  and  I 
were  smoking  our  pipes  on  a  bank  overlooking  the 
river  when  in  the  extremely  low  water  we  observed 
a  large  trout  leisurely  foraging  around.  Unthink- 
ingly, after  relighting  my  pipe,  I  threw  tho  romuins 
of  the  vesta  used  for  that  purpose  into  the  water. 
That  fish  went  for  it  with  a  rush,  took  it  grpedily, 
but,  soon  finding  out  its  mistake,  blew  it  out  of  its 
mouth  with  a  suggestive  shake  of  its  head.  It  was 
astonishing  the  distance  that  vesta  flew  upstream, 
and  after  it  one  can  understand  how  fish  can  easily 
blow  gentles  from  the  hook  up  to  the  shot  corn. 
We  were  relating  the  occurrence  in  the  evening,  but 
the  facts  were  received  by  the  fellows  we  told  it  to 
as  '  another  of  'em,'  but  what  they  would  say  to 
the  following,  culled  from  an  American  source,  I 
know  not : — 

***** 
"  We  were  fishing  in  the  Barrington  river.  There 
was  a  young  fellow  in  the  party  just  up  from  Sydney, 
and  he  had  plenty  of  cigars  for  all.  Have  you  ever 
noticed  that  when  fishing  just  before  dark  aniquana 
will  often  grab  your  cork  directly  it  touches  the 
water.  Well,  I  had.  more  than  half  smoked  my 
cigar,  and  threw  it  in  the  water.  Directly  it  hit 
tho  surface  an  iquana  grabbed  it,  and,  holding  it 
well  out  of  the  water,  kept  the  cigar  alight  as  it 
swam  to  the  shore.  It  was  a  good  long  swim,  and 
the  animal,  putfing  away,  kept  the  cigar  well  alight. 
When  it  reached  the  bank  it  was  helpless.  We 
lifted  it  out,  and  put  it  on  the  ground.  There  it 
lay  puffing  at  the  cigar,  unable  to  get  it  out.  We 
laughed  and  watched  the  fun."  [And  so  would  all 
of  us  !J 

"  The  Country  Press." — "  The  Country  Press  " 
is  the  designation  of  a  new  publishing  undertaking 
which  has  just  been  established  at  17  and  19,  Ball- 
street,  Kensington,  W.,  with  the  especial  object  of 
publishing  volumes  at  a  moderate  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  at  a  uniform  price  on  all  matters  relating 
to  the  country  and  to  country  pursuits.  Its  first 
publication,  nearly  ready,  will  be  a  reissue  of 
Mr.  Francis  George  Heath's  volume,  "The  Fern 
Paradise,"  which,  as  "  a  plea  for  the  culture  of 
ferns,"  was  first  published  in  an  expensive  form 
thirty  years  ago,  and  secured  a  popularity  and  sale 
that  were  extended  to  every  part  of  the  English- 
speaking  world.  The  appreciable  effect  the  book 
has  had  in  extending  the  popular  love  of  ferns  will 
probably  secure  for  it  a  welcome  in  the  new  and 
less  expensive  form  of  an  "  author's  edition," 


Hicks  :  "How  do  you  happen  to  be  going' fishing 
on  Friday  ?  I  thought  you  believed  Friday  was  an 
vmluckyday."  Wicks:  "  Well  I  always  have.  But 
it  occurred  to  me  this  morning  that  perhaps  it  would 
be  unlucky  for  the  fish." 


On  a  Welsh  Pier. 

English  "Visitor  :  Any  nice  walks  around  here  ? 

Welsh  Antiquary  :  Plenty.  You  can  go  along 
the  Marine  Drive,  and  turn  off  to  have  a  look  at  the 
Church  of  St.  Tudno,  on  Mynyddgwygarth.  He  was 
son  of  Seithenyn  Fecidw,  of  Dyffryn  Gwyddno,  anl 
one  of  Cor  Dunawd  of  B  

E.  "V. :  Thanks ;  I  never  care  much  about  old 
churches. 

W.  A. :  That's  a  pity ;  or  else  you  might  see 
some  fine  old  structures  in  the  parishes  of  Lechcyn- 
farwydd,  Llanfihangelynnhowyn,  Llanfihangeltre'r- 
beirdd,  Llanfihangeleseeifiog,  Llanfairmathafam- 
eithaf,  and  

.  E.  'V. :  That'll  do,  thanks.  What  about  the  walks 
around  here  ? 

W.  A.  :  Oh,  yes.  Well,  you  can  go  round 
Lettyyfiliast  to  Hwylfa'rceirw  and  Creigiau'rpen- 
trwyn,  and  on  again  past  Ogo'rcoloinencd  to 
Maincystiwardiaid,  then  back  through  town  to 
Ogo'rcythreuliaid  and  have  a  look  at  Gloddaeth, 
the  ancient  seat  of  the  Mostyns,  who  descend  from 
men  like  Rhys  Sais,  lorwerth  Gam,  leuan  ap  Adda, 
Pengworn,   husband  of  Angharad,   daughter  of 

Hy  wel,  and  Tudyr  Tegeingl ;  or,  if  you  like  

Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  floglifig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  got  a  change  ia  the  weather  at  last. 
We  had  some  shght  showers  up  to  Sunday  last, 
■with  a  nasty  cild  east  wind,  and  as  these  notea 
leave  me  on  Wednesday  we  are  having  a  heavy 
downpour  of  rain.  This  will  do  good  to  our  IoojI 
rivers  and  streams,  as  the  waters  are  low  and 
fine ;  a  good  flush  is  needed  to  carry  away  the 
decayed  weeds  and  rubbish  from  the  bottoms 
of  the  rivers.  The  Handsworfh  Lion  Club 
fishpd  their  annual  contest  off  in  the  Severn  at 
Hampton  Lode  on  Oct.  1,  when  thirty-four 
members  competed  for  the  club's  silver  challenge 
cup  and  a  valuable  array  of  prizes.  Mr.  P.  B  irnes 
was  first,  Mr.  R.  Vann  se  ond,  and  Mr.  Clews  third. 
The  takes  of  fish  were  small.  Mr.  T.  Jauncey  acted 
as  referee.  The  prizes  were  distributed  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  after  which  it  was  decided  to  fish  a 
bye  cents  st  at  Stourport  on  Oct.  2  >.  The  Hearts 
of  Oak  club  fished  a  bye  contest  at  Highley  on  the 
Severn  on  Oct.  1,  when  F.  Wainwright  secured  first 
prize.  The  Gun  Makers'  Arms  club  fished  a 
contest  at  Upton  -  on  -  Severn  on  Oct.  1,  when 
forty-nine  members  competed  in  a  three  hours' 
contest,  the  result  being  that  Mr.  C.  Haddock  was 
first,  Mr.  G.  Haines  second,  and  Mr.  T.  Atkins 
third.  I  have  a  good  word  to  say  at  last  for  the 
Anker,  as  one  of  the  Ijcal  anglers,  Mr.  J.  Starkey, 
of  Tamworth.  had  some  good  sport  with  the  roach. 
He  took  twenty- six  roach  in  a  little  over  four  hours, 
which  weighed  over  ll^lb.,  the  largest  fish  weighed 
IJlb.  Mr.  W.  H.  Miiljr,  the  f^eneial  secie- 
tary  of  the  Provincial  Analing  Asso  iation,  has 
been  spending  his  haliday  at  Teignmouth, 
and  has  been  devoting  part  of  his  ti  ne  to 
mac'keiel  fishing,  and  has  had  good  sport,  his 
last  day's  sport  with  two  friends  being  the  best: 
in  two  hours  they  captured  1.'52  mackerel  and  two 
gurnet  which  weighed  over  801b.  The  White  Swan 
Piscatori-il-j,  which  hold  their  meetings  at  the  White 
Swan  Hotel,  Edmund-street,  Birmingham,  are 
making  rapid  st  ides,  ihey  have  25-t  members  on 
their  bouks.  They  ha\  e  paid  the  whole  of  their 
water  re.nts  up  to  March  next,  and  the  club  has 
Btill  a  balance  in  hand  of  over  £2J.  Out  of  this 
money  they  have  decided  to  pu:  chase  a  punt  for 
their  Barton  and  Walton  waters.  Pike  are  feeding 
well  ia  the  Evesiiam  district,  and  the  bream  and 
roach  are  taking  the  stewed  wheat  all  along 
the  river.  A  number  of  our  well-to  do  anglershave 
patronised  the  Wye  at  Ross  in  Herefordshire  and 
have  had  some  g  >od  catches  of  chub  and  roach. 
The  pike  are  beginning  t'j  move.  Birmingham 
anglers  who  have  the  means  will  find  first-class  sp  )rt 
and  good  accomruodatian  at  the  place  mentioned. 
The  G.  W.R.  Co.  have  been  so  satisfied  with  results 
of  running  the  eaily  Sunday  morning  train  to 
Stratf  rd,  and  up  the  Severn  valley,  that  they 
intend  running  the  t  ains  up  till  the  end  of  October. 
The  Penk  at  Penkridge  has  been  well  fished  by  the 
membe:  s  of  the  Dudley  club,  Mr.  S.  Mills  had  good 
Bpoit  last  week :  he  had  amongst  other  fish  a  roach  of 
1  lb.  9oz.  and  a  perch  of  1  lb.  ooz.  Some  good  dace 
haveieen  taken  with  the  worm  from  the  River  Cole 
near  to  Yardley  Wood.  After  the  recent  rains, 
with  a  little  bright,  warm  weather,  sport  should 
consiierably  improve,  and  reports  of  sport  all  round 
shoulJ  be  good. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  we  have  had  heavy  rain  and  there  has 
been  a  slight  rise  in  the  waters,  the  downpour  does 
not  appear  to  have  brought  about  any  marked 
change  in  the  conditions  for  all-round  angling.  The 
surface  weed  on  the  Witham  is  still  a  great  nuisance, 
and  on  some  lengths  of  the  river  it  is  hampering  the 
efforts  of  anglerjto  a  considerable  extent.  Whore 
open  spaces  prevail,  rijach  anglers  have  besn 
getting  bags  up  to  101b.  and  121b.,  but  during  the 
last  few  days  pike  fishermen  have  done  best.  The 
conditions  for  trolling  are  better  on  the  lower 
than  on  the  middle  reaches,  and  it  is  here  whore 
good  sport  has  prevailed.  Both  live  and  artificial 
bait-i  have  been  used  with  erjual  success.  Of  the 
latter  the  Wagtail  and  Colorado  spinner  have  killed 
fiih  up  to  101b.,  and  one  rod,  on  Monday,  accounted 
for  three  brace  weighing  in  the  aggregate  33 Jib. 
Good  pike  fiihing  ia  also  being  obtained  on  the  upper 
lea-jhesof  the  Forty-foot.  The  Haig  and  HaigCup 
Competition  was  brought  off  on  the  waters  of 
the  Foisdyke  at  Sasilby  on  Monday,  when  106 
teama,  representing  42t  competitors,  took  part. 
Fi^hing  commenced  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  con- 
tinued until  three,  du  ing  which  time  the  weather 
was  fine.  A  Bost  on  team  won  the  cup  with  the 
narrow  margin  of  |oz.  Tlie  same  team  was  second 
in  the  competition  last  year.  The  three  leading 
teams  were: — Ist  team  (Indian  Queen,  Boston). — 


G.  Bale?,  31b.  G^oz. ;  G.  Christie,  5oz. ;  G.  Burnett 
and  A.  Bentley,  blank:  totil,  3lb.  UJoz.  2Qd  team 
(Makin's,  Wigan). — J.  Makin,  21b.  IJoz. ;  R.  Makin, 
1  lb.  Uoz. ;  A.  Makin,  S^oz. ;  F.  Smith,  blank ; 
total,  31b.  lOJoz.  3rd  team  (Three  Horse  Shoes, 
Sheffield).— T.  Harrison,  3lb.  loz. ;  W.  Duncan, 
5oz. ;  W.  White,  IJoz.  ;  H.  Humberstone,  blank; 
total,  31b.  7f-oz.  The  best  individual  weight?  were  : 
— G.  Bales,  Boston  (£3),  3lb.  GJoz.  ;  T.  Harris  >n, 
Sheffield  (£2  10s.).  31b.  loz.  ;  A.  Smith,  At^e^cliffe 
(£2),  21b.  T-Joz.  ;  W.  Swift,  Sheffield  (£1  10s.), 
21b.  5^)7..;  J.  Makin,  sen  ,  Wi9;an  (£1),  21b.  IJoz. ; 
J.  Walker,  Lincoln  (173.  6d.),  lib,  1.5|oz. ;  H.Lewis, 
Sheffield  (15s.),  lib.  15oz. ;  R.  Stacey,  Sheffield 
(123.  6d.),  lib.  12|oz. ;  H.  Biggs,  Sheffield  (lOs.), 
lib.  llfoz.  A  large  number  of  minjr  prizes  were 
secured  with  takes  ranging  from  1  lb.  10|oz.  to  i^oz. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  and  most  of  the  tributaries  were 
more  or  less  in  flood  at  the  beginning  of  the  week, 
but  they  have  nicely  subsided  again,  and  in  fair 
order  for  angling  operations,  especially  the  river, 
which  is  in  very  good  trim,  and  water  a  go  )d  olour, 
and  should  be  in  splendid  order  by  end  of  week 
for  piste  fish'ng ;  but  the  weather  so  far  has  been 
very  stormy  and  wet.  consequently  few  sportsmen 
have  been  out.  The  trout  season  closed  on 
Oct.  2  in  this  district,  and  so  far  as.  the 
River  Hull  is  concerned,  it  has  been  a  very  poor 
one  indeed,  few  fish  over  1  lb.  each  being  taken 
during  the  whole  of  the  season  ;  and  on  the  Driffield 
Canal  and  Frodingham  Beck  only  one  or  two  good 
fish  have  been  reported,  although  on  the  famous 
Driffield  preserves — the  trout  streams — some  grand 
sport  has  occasionally  been  met  with  by  the 
members  of  the  club.  Anglers  visiting  the  Market 
We'ghton  Canal  last  week  did  fairly  well 
amongst  pike,  both  in  the  top  ponds  and 
the  1  )wer  waters  below  the  Foulness  entrance. 
Several  club  matches  were  decided  in  various 
parts  last  week-end,  and  on  the  river  Hull  some 
fair  sport  was  obtained.  The  Abercrombie  Angling 
S  )ciety  fished  at  Hull  Bridge.  Mr.  W.  Crow  Wc-igh- 
ing  in  41b.  for  first  prize  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Blaokmin, 
21b.  8oz.  for  second  place.  The  East  Riding  Angling 
Association  also  fijhed  their  fourth  and  last  match 
at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  Robert  Nioholl  securing  the  first 
prize  with  21b.  4Joz. ;  Messi  s.  J.  Wright  and  H. 
Stark  comi  ;g  in  second  and  third  with  a  few  nice 
fish;  Ml-.  J.  Wright  also  coming  ia  at  the  top  for 
tfie  Association's  gild  medal  for  most  points  during 
the  season,  and  several  other  clubs  will  wind  up 
their  season  next  week,  being  Hull  Fair  week,  on 
the  Ancholme  and  Ludd.  where  sport  has  been  very 
good  of  late,  and  especially  in  the  Brigg  district  of 
the  Ancholme ;  bream  up  to  'S^ih.  each  and  roach 
of  over  lib.  each  have  been  secured  both  with 
maggots  and  paste. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Kearsley  Angling  Society  at  Astley  last 
Saturday  had  a  novel  experience  in  a«tie  for  first 
prize  bctwesn  Messrs.  N.  R  imsden  and  P.  Wulsten- 
croft,  the  former  in  addition  secured  the  special 
medal  for  largest  fish.  They  are  contesting  again 
to  day.  In  the  open  match  at  Leigh  on  Saturday 
last  Mr.  A.  Smith  won  the  first  prize.  There  is 
another  open  match  at  the  same  place  to-day.  The 
Dixon  Green  anglers  had  a  quiet  time  of  it  at 
Monton  on  Sept.  30.  The  Ramblers,  Ardwick,  at 
Bollington,  on  Oct.  1,  had  fair  sport;  Mr.  S.  T. 
Appleton  83cured  first  prize.  The  trout  season 
on  the  Boliin  died  hard;  plenty  of  rods  had  a 
final  try  and  secured  up  to  four  bra  -e,  coarse 
fi-h  are  affording  good  sport.  The  Stockport 
County  Anglers  are  preparing  for  their  final 
event  which  takes  place  in  their  private  waters 
next  week  and  embraces  their  challenge  cup. 
Theie  are  a  few  interesting  items  from  Liverpool. 
The  Edge  Hill  Anglers  have  had  their  challenge 
cup  won  outright  by  Mr.  Glendenning.  As  an 
earnest  of  what  they  intend  doing  with  Meols  L  ike, 
a  first  consignment  of  stock  fish  have  already  been 
turned  in.  The  Bootle  anglers  did  well  at  Llany- 
mynech,  the  first  prize  going  for  11  lb.,  the  second 
91b.,  and  the  third  4Jlb.  These  weights  after  all 
the  grumbling  about  this  district  are  noteworthy. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  weather  is  dead  against  angling,  and  matches 
especially  are  suffering  from  its  effects.  The 
Ardwick  Angling  Society  are  particularly  unfor- 
tunate, yet  have  a  spice  of  humour  in  their 
doings.  First  of  all,  they  gj  to  Lincoln  and 
draw  blank,  and  then,  last  week  -  end,  they 
try  again  elsewhere,  Mr.  -J.  Nevitt  gets  first  prize, 
but  the  "Scientific  Angler  "  astonished  the  British 
public  by  catching  a  "  flying  fish."  It  must  have 
been  a  powerful  "  spring  "  that  sent  a  gudgeoii  over 
a  hedge,  across  a  field,  and  on  to  the  railway. 
After  a  diligent  search,  however,  it  was  found 
and  weighed.  We  have  a  new  club,  the  Devon- 
shire Socials,  and  with  Mr.  Pearce  as  secretary  it  is 


bound  ti  prosper.  The  Pha?nix  A.S.  at  Wavertoa 
had  a  good  match,  Mr.  F.  Clarke  heading  the  pri/.e- 
winaors.  The  George  A.S  will  wind  up  the  sainoa 
at  Northwich  to-morrow.  The  Shakospere  A.S. 
at  Chester  did  well,  Mr.  H.  G.  Walker  takirg 
first  pri/,e.  Mr.  Malpass  is  over  again  at  Killarney 
in  searsh  of  pport,  and  doing  well.  The  Kllosmere 
A.S.  have  just  elected  a  powerful  executive  for  the 
next  financial  year.  The  True  Sportjman  A.S.  have 
elected  a  new  lot  of  officers  for  this  second  financial 
year.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  at  Althorpe,  on  Oct.  1, 
had  a  poor  time  of  it  as  regards  sport. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Extraordinary  catches  of  roach  have  again  been 
effected  on  the  Cavendish  Bridge  waters  with 
creed  wheat.  The  day  following  ray  visit,  as  men- 
ti  med  in  my  last  report,  three  members  of  the 
Welhngton  Society  caught  close  on  1701b.  of  fish. 
They  operated  from  a  punt,  and,  of  course,  enjoyed 
splendid  sport.  Many  of  the  quarry  exceeded  lib. 
each.  R  >ach  are  now  in  tip-top  condition.  On 
Friday  (Sept.  29)  rain  fell  heavily,  and  produced  a 
temporary  rise  of  a  few  inches  on  the  Trent.  The 
change  knocked  off  the  roach  at  wheat,  the  Ijwering 
temperature  of  the  water  evidently  affecting  their 
feeding  habits,  at  all  events,  so  far  as  the  la  t- 
namad  is  concerned.  On  Sept.  27  I  was  privile;7ed 
to  try  a  well-known  barbel  run  in  the  Rolleston 
district.  Mr.  F.  Gamble,  of  the  Wellingt  m  and 
Piscatorials,  accompanied  me,  and  we  killed  seven 
very  good  fish,  besides  two  big  chub  and  five  or  six 
eels.  At  Averham  weirs,  Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson  and 
Mr.  H.  Bennett  secured  four  or  five  barbel,  and  at 
Wilford,  for  the  week,  Mr.  W.  Hobson  (West 
Bridgford)  had  thirteen  ;  they  were  all  landed  by 
the  aid  of  greaves.  Pike  fishing  became  general  on 
Monday,  and  I  learn  that  several  members  of  the 
Kelham  Club  fared  well  on  their  stretch,  which  is 
reported  to  be  well  stocked.  Dace  of  large  size 
have  again  been  killed  in  the  Burton  Joyce  district 
with  gentles,  which  have  been  used  with  success  on 
the  Clilton  section.  Barbelling  has  been  fairly 
active  at  Col  wick  weirs,  and  on  the  Holme  Pierrepont 
length. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Strong  and  cold  north-eas*'  winds  have  prevailed 
all  the  week  and  upset  the  comfort  of  the  angler. 
The  fallen  leaves  in  soma  parts  of  the  Teme  are  in 
such  quantities  that  fly  flshing  is  out  of  the 
questijn,  and  even  the  bottom  fishermen  are 
bothered.  Still  there  ha?  been  a  lit  of  grayling 
taken,  but  scarcely  a  trout,  and  there  have  been 
taken  sime  grand  dace  with  the  maggot.  Cfmb  are 
going  well  at  cheese  paste  and  bl  lod  and  brains. 
Some  fine  specimens  have  been  creeled.  Severn  has 
given  capital  sport,  and  a  great  number  of  anglers 
have  patronised  this  river ;  a  fine  lot  of  flounders 
of  large  size  have  been  had.  Dace  and  roach  have 
been  taken,  also  a  few  good  pike.  The  concert  and 
prize' dist:ibution  of  the  inter-club  contest  was  a 
great  success.  The  prizes,  twenty  in  number, 
amounting  to  £15,  were  distributed.  There  was  a 
capital  programme  of  music.  The  National  Anthem 
concluded  a  very  pleasant  eveaiog. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Cattle  Market  and  the  Woolpaok  Angling 
Clubs  had  their  annual  inter-club  match  supper  at 
the  York  Cattle  Market  Inn  on  Sept.  30.  For  two 
seasons  the  inter-club  match  had  been  won  by  the 
Woolpackers,  and  >his  yeir  the  Cattle  Mai  ket  Club 
were  the  victors.  Forty  members  and  fi  lends 
assembled.  Mr.  J.  Wiiglesworth,  W.P.C.A.,  pre- 
sented the  prize  to  Mr.  J.  Gill,  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  good  feeling  and  friendly  rivalry 
between  the  clubs  would  continue.  Mr.  R  Gibson 
was  presented  by  the  members  of  the  Woolpack 
with  a  silver  medal,  he  hiving  caught  the  heaviest 
weight  in  the  inter-club  match.  The  members 
of  tne  Castleford  Old  Angling  Club  visited  Selby 
on  Sept.  30,  and  had  four  hours'  fishing 
in  the  Aire  and  Calder  Canal,  prizes  being 
offered.  Tnere  were  thirty-eight  competitors,  and 
all,  with  one  exception,  were  successful  in  catching 
roach,  and  the  match  proved  one  of  the  best  wnich 
had  been  held  at  Selby.  The  winner,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thackray,  caught  fish  which  weighed  34oz. ;  Mr.  H. 
Hodgson,  who  came  next,  managed  26oz. ;  and  the 
third  prize-taker,  Mr.  F.  Thackray,  24oz. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  gener.iUy  wild  since  last 
notes,  and  sport  has  been  retarded.  Salmon  fishing 
has  not  been  up  to  the  usual  mark  on  those  waters 
still  open  for  angling,  and  sea-trout,  generally 
speaking,  have  afforded  only  poor  or  indifferent 
sport.  It  is  expected,  however,  that  the  back-end 
angUng  wiU  be  up  to  the  average  on  many  of  the 
principal  waters  if  the  weather  be  at  aU  favourable. 
Sea  angling  has  been  pr<  ductive  of  good  sport  at 
several  stations,  especially  along  the  southern  and 
western  coasts.  Pu  U  ick  appear  to  be  more  numerous 
than  usual  at  several  places. 
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WORLD-REN0WNE_ 

^cerine  &  Honey  Jelly 


w&mm. 


40  YEARS' 
NCREASING 
DEMAND. 


For  chaps, 
ROUGHNESS 

OF  SKIN,  ETC. 

Occasioned  by 
('OLI)orHKAT.  It 
Softens  and  Im- 
proves the  Hands, 
Face,  and  Skin 
nencrally. 

OSBORNE,  BAUER  &  CHEESEMAN, 

19,  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street,  London,  W. 


Sola  l>y  all  Chcm- 
istH  and  Stores,  in 

Metallic  Tubes, 
6<1.  and  Isi,  or 

sent  postage  free 
for  stamps  by  Pro- 
prietors, 


FARROW  &  JACKSON,  LTD. 

(By  Appointment  to  H.M.  The  King  and  H.R.H.  The  Prince  of  Wales), 

MANUFACTUEERS  OP 

WINE  BINS 

For  Country  Houses,  Sporting 
Quarters,  Yachts,  &c. 

DECANTING  APPLIANCES  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

<:nl)i1ogiien  Post  J'Vee. 

8,  HAY  MARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 

And  i6,  GREAT  TOWER  STREET,  E.G. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Poxford,  co.  Mayo. 
Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&o.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhiok, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


ISLAND  OF  HARRIS. 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance.  First  class  boats  and 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.    Telegrams:  " Hotel  Habeis." 

WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 


Border  EskedLiddle 

Central 
Fishing"  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Glenbellart 
Temperance  Hotel, 

DEKVAIG, 

Isle  of  IVIull. 

Good  Fishing  here.  Free  right  to  Pish 
two  Loohs,  5  miles  long.  Salmon  and 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout,  with  free  use  of 
one  boat. 

Terms  (this  month)  from  38s.  weekly. 

POSTING. 

M.  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  MASK. 

The  best  Free  Fishinji  in  Ireland,  either  Fly 
Fishing  or  Trolling  for  large  Trout  and  big  Pike. 
Here  you  can  have  the  benefit  of  your  holidays, 
as  you  are  right  on  the  spot.  Honse  within  3(1 
yards  of  best  fishing  on  Mask  ;  also  1  COO  acres  of 
Shooting, viz.,  Grouse,  Partridge.  Hare  and  Snipe. 
Good  boats  and  experienced  boatmen.  Moderate 
charges.  Ballinrobe  nearest railwaystation  — For 
terms,  &c.,  apply  to  P.  Srji.MEUVlLLE,  Kilbride 
Lodge,  Clonhur,  Co.  Galway. 


For  good  Accommodatioa  and  Private 
Fishing  apply 

PRINCE  OF  WALES  INN, 

Market  Hill, 
IMIAX^DON,  ESSEX. 

Proprietor— R.  W.  BELL. 

TWO  OR  THREE  MILES 
OF  TROUT  FISHING 

WANTED 

In  South  of  England  or  Homo  Counties 
for  next  year.    Give  full  particulars  to 

"  H.S.,"  8,  Abbey  Court,  Abbey  Rd., 
LONDON,  N.W. 


se:a  fishing. 

FOR  SALE,  at  Newhaven,  Sussex, 

SHIP'S  LIFEBOAT  &  YACHT'S  DINGY, 

Both  in  good  repair.  Also  PUNT  for 
river  fishing.  Splendid  Roach  and  Bream 
Fishing  on  River  Ouse. — Apply,  Owner, 
10,  Coal  Exchange,  Lower  Thames  Street. 


QUEEN'S  HALL 

LANQHAM  PLACE,  W. 

CSole  Lessees  :  CH.\PPELf,  &  CO.,  Ltd.) 

THE 

London  Symphony 
OfehestFa,  Ltd. 


THE  DIRECTORS  HAVE  MUCH  PLEASl'RE 
IN  AXNOl'NCING  THBIR 

SECOND  SERIES  OF 


AS  rOLLO\Y3: 

Monday,  November  6th,  1905,  at  8 
Thursday,  November  23rd,  1905,  at  3 
Thursday,  December  14th,  1905,  at  3 
Thursday,  January  18th,  1906,  at  3 
Monday,  January  29th,  1906,  at  8 
Monday,  February  12th,  1906,  at  8 
Thursday,  February  22nd,  1906,  at  3 
Thursday,  March  8th,  1906,  at  3 
Monday,    March      26th,  1906,  at  8 

Subscriptions  for  Nine  Concerts— Stalls  or 
Grand  Circle  (Reserved)  £3  and  £2. 
Balcony  (Unreserved)  £1. 

Subscriptions  for  the  Five  Afternoon  Concerts 
— 34/-,  2z/6,  and  11/-. 

Subscriptions  for  the  Four  Evening  Concerts 
-  27/-,  18/-,  and  9/-. 

Single  Tickets— Reserved,  7/6  and  5/-.  Un- 
reserved, z/6  and  i/-. 


To  be  olitained  from  CHAPPELL'S  Box  Office, 
Queen's  Hall,  and  .50,  New  Bond  Street,  W. 


L.  G.  Sharpe,  Concert  Agency,  61,  Regent  .St.,  W. 

iTi'lephoiw  :  5564  Gerrard. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greonheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Rod  Making.     Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  BEDDITCH. 

Prici:  Litis  on  appVimtion. 


G- El  X.  Zl  S  . 

Very  larKe.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  (or  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKE&SQILL,  M,  lilarket  Place,  Eelghley, 
York. 


LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

FISHING  Festival 

WILL  BE  HELD  FROM 

Claremont  Pier  &  Roads 

ox 

WEDNESDAY,  THURSDAY,  FRIDAY, 
and  SATURDAY, 
OCT.  18th,  19th,  20th,  21st,  1905. 

Pj?i2ses  V£tlue  £35. 


OPEN  EVENTS, 

All  particulars  and  Schedules  from 

W.  P.  NURSEY,  Hon.  Sec, 
40,  Duke's  Head  Street,  Lowestoft. 


ON  SPORT: 

SEA-FISHING  FOR  AMATEURS.  A  Practical 
Book  on  Fishing  from  Shore,  Rocks,  or  Piers, 
with  a  Directory  of  Fishing  Stations  on  the 
English  and  Welsh  Coasts.  Illustrated  by 
numerous  Charts.  Copiously  illustrated.  By 
Frank  Hudson.   Price  1/-,  by  post  1/2. 

PRACTICAL  SEA  FISHING.  A  Comprehensive 
Handbook  for  Amateurs  and  others  on  the 
Best  Tackle,  and  most  Successful  Methods  of 
Sea  .Angling  on  our  Coasts.  By  P.  L.  Haslope, 
Fully  Illustrated.  In  cloth,  price  3/6,  by 
post  3/9. 

PRACTICAL  GAME  PRESERVING.  Contain- 
ing the  fullest  Directions  for  Rearing  and 
Preserving  both  Winged  and  Ground  Game, 
and  Destroying  Vermin,  &c.  By  W.  Carnegie. 
Illustrated.  In  demy  8vo.,  cloth  gilt,  price 
10/6,  by  post  10/11. 

FERRETS  AND  FERRETING.  Containing 
Instructions  for  the  Breeding,  Managing, 
Training,and  Working  of  Ferrets.  Illustrated. 
Price  1/-,  by  post  1/2. 

BREAKING  AND  TRAINING  DOGS  :  Being 
Concise  Directions  tor  the  Proper  Education 
of  Dogs,  both  for  the  Field  and  for  Compan- 
ions. By  "  Pathfinder."  With  Chapters  by 
Hugh  Dalziel.  In  cloth  gilt,  price  6/6,  by 
post,  6/10. 

ANGLING  FOR  COARSE  FISH.  Bottom  Fish- 
ing, according  to  the  .Methods  in  use  on  the 
Thames, Trent,  Norfolk  Broads  and  elsewhere. 
By  John  Bickerdvke.  Ilhistrated.  Price 
1  /-,  by  post  1/2. 

THE  MODERN  ANGLER.  A  Practical  Hand- 
book on  all  Kinds  of  Angling,  both  Fresh 
Water  and  Sea.  By  "Ottbr."  Well  Illus- 
trated. New  Edition.  In  cloth  gilt,  price 
2/6,  by  post,  2/9. 

Complete  Catalogue  free  on  application. 


L.  UPCOTT  GILL,  Bazaak  Buildinos,  Drury 
Lane,  Londok,  "W.C. 


Rea.cl  Thia. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2S. ;  6  doz.  for  31.  6d. ; 
or  I  a  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jobn  lariiite  Ab  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers) 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


THE  TEST  VALLEY  FISHERY 

Send  for  PRICE  LIST  of  Yearling  and 
Two -year -old   Brown    and  Rainbow 

TROUT,  &c.— Apply, 
T.  EDWARDS,  Lower  Brook,  Stockbridge, 
Hants. 


FISH  CULTURE. 

WANTED, 

A  Man  with  knowledge  of  Trout  breeding, 
an  expert  spawner,  and  able  to  conduct 
correspondence. — Apply,  stating  age,  ex- 
perience, and  wages  required,  to  Messrs. 
Andrews,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
Haslemere. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR  CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 
Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 
Always  Ready  fob  Usk. 

Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  //-, 
or  one  tin,  4d. 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

vi£  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing.: 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe.' 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History. 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WBEKL  Y.    ILLUSTRA  TED. 
PORBIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &,  CO.. 
23,  Finch   Lane   OornhiK  loodon. 

ADDKBSS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Z\)c  Jfiebing  (Basette, 

ESTABLISHBD  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling, 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper, 

Address  the  Proprietor!— 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO. 

Limited, 

St  Dnnstan's  Hoase,  Fetter  Lane,  LondoD. 
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North  of  Ikeland. 
Quite  a  batch  of  the  northern  rivers  closed  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  39.  These  inoludel  the  Bann, 
upper  and  lower,  the  Moyola,  Ballinderry,  Sixmile, 
Glsnavy,  Crumlin,  Bush,  Owenea,  Owentocker,  and 
some  smaller  streams  ia  Tyrone  and  Donegal.  The 
Belfast  Water  Commissioners'  reservoirs  at  Stoney- 
f'rd  and  Leathemstown  closed  on  the  same  date. 
The  Bann  closed  on  Sept.  30  with  the  water  in  fair 
order,  a  fine  supply  of  salmon  all  over  it.  and  half  a 
gale  blowing.  Sport  was  very  good  under  rather 
adverse  circumstances  in  the  closing  days,  Mr.  James 
M'Cony,  J.P.,  Belfast,  killing  three  salmon,  weigh- 
ing 171b.,  lolb.,  and  101b.,  on  Sapt.  27.  This  was 
one  of  the  best  days  on  the  Bann  during  the  season. 
Tne  death  took  place  at  Belfast,  on  Tuesday,  of  Mr. 
A.  Meenan,  an  enthusiastic  angler,  whose  family 
has  been  associated  with  angling  and  the  fish  trade 
for  clo?e  on  liO  years.  Mr.  Meenan  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association,  of  which  he  was  the  honorary  treasurer 
for  some  years,  and  more  recently  he  was  connected 
with  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association,  of  which^ha 
was  the  honorary  treasurer.  Much  regret  is  ex- 
pressed amongst  the  angling  community  in  Belfast 
at  his  death,  which  took  place  very  suddenly. 
The  Maine  continues  open  during  this  month. 

West  of  Ireland. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  salmon  in  the  Corrib  at 
Galway  is  stale  and  disc  )loured,  and  not  sport- 
giving  when  hooked.  The  run  of  white  trout 
stjpped  recently  —  it  was  phenomenal  while  it 
lasted  —  and  lhe;e  aSord  sport.  Pike-fishing  on 
the  bugh  is  giving  fair  results.  The  present  month 
is  a  gooi  peiiod  for  that  class  of  angling  on  Lough 
Corrib.  Amongst  the  western  livers,  which  closed 
on  Sept.  30,  were  the  Oughterard,  Owenmore, 
Munhira,  and  some  smaller  trout  streams  in  Mayo. 


"^ofcs  from  t^)c  ilod^. 


The  weather  is  all  in  favour  of  a  good  back-end 
now,  the  rivers  are  risine,  and  fish  are  forcing  up 
by  the  hundred.  The  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  Deveron, 
Spey,  and  suchlike  streams  will  now  fish  well  right 
up  to  the  close.  The  last  fortnight  of  the  season 
will  undoubtedly  be  the  best.  It  will  be  a  pDor 
season  after  all. 


Some  splendid  sport  is  being  got  on  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Don.  Captain  Stern,  on  the  Grand- 
holm,  had  sixteen  fish  to  his  own  rod  on  Sept.  30. 
This  is  something  like  the  thing,  and  reminds  one 
of  past  proli6c  seasons.  Last  year  only  two  fi-h 
were  got  for  the  who!e  season  on  this  same  water. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Mackay  had  a  nice  basket  of  brown 
trout  on  the  Don  on  Sept.  27,  two  being  over  21b. 

Piincess  Christian  had  a  fortnight  on  the  Don  at 
Kemnay.  The  water  was  too  low  for  the  best  of 
sport,  yet  some  very  good  creels  were  made. 

On  the  Dee  on  Sept.  23  an  Aberdeen  angler,  on 
the  Palmer  Terror,  which  was  described  in  last 
week's  notes,  creeled  sixty  sea-trout  and  finnock 
n  addition  to  a  salmon  of  81b. 


Mr.  Harrv  Duncan  (Glasgow)  wires  me  from 
Dufftown,  Speyside:  "Plenty  of  fish  at  Craigel- 
lachie  (four  miles  or  so  lower  down)  and  moving  up. 
Waters  ri  ing.  Prosoects  good."  Dufftiwn  and 
round  about  are  free  waters,  or  nominally  so. 
Mackay,  BriJge-street,  Aberdeen,  will  give  any 
information. 


Every  stream  and  bum  having  a  tidal  and 
debouching  into  the  North  Sea  will  be  good  for 
sea  t  rout  and  finnock  right  on  to  the  cbse  of  the 
salmon  season. 


Anglers  who  have  the  making  of  their  own 
holiJays  should  now  come  north  if  they  want 
salmon  or  sea- trout  (finnock)  fishing  with  a  fair 
(hanie  of  succe-s.  The  early  spring  and  the  late 
autumn  are  the  only  and  best  chances  for  theoO  fish. 


The  Dee  proprietors,  foUowini?  the  example  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  have  appealed 
"gainst  bei'ig  rated  for  nettings  they  do  not  use. 
The  appeal  haa  been  dismissed,  but  more  will  bo 
heard  of  it,  as  the  dismi-sal  is  in  the  face  of  a 
de.  iaion  in  the  Court  of  Session  to  the  contrary. 


A  heavy  run  of  autumn  salmon  and  sea-trout 
has  been  m  iking  upstream  since  the  middle  of  last 
weok  on  all  the  east  coast  rivers.  Excellent  sport 
will  be  the  order  of  the  day  till  the  closure  sets  in. 

Si'EciAL  Scotch. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
O.  O.,  Grimsby. — ^A  3^lb.  chub  is  not  usually 
considered  worth  setting  up.  Of  course,  if  an  angler 
was  out  with  his  sweetheart  and  she  caught  a 
SJlb.  chub,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  it 
away,  and  as  it  would  be  equ.iUy  impossible  to  eat 
it,  a  nice  glass  case  would  be  the  correct  thing 
for  it. 

Robin  Hood. — Yes;  the  formalin  mentioned  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  is  the  same  as  used  by  photo- 
graphers. Gentles,  as  advertised  ia.  our  paper,  may 
be  obtained  at  the  time  you  want  them  (November) 
in  splendid  condition  for  fishing,  and  much  cheaper 
than  you  can  "  doctor  "  them. 


Xettete  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

CANON  ST.  VINCENT  BEECHEY. 

DsAR  StR. — Your  "  strong  impression"  recorded 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  30  that  the  Canon 
St.  Vincent  Beechey  to  whose  lamented  decease 
you  there  allude  was  "one  of  the  pioneers  of 
photography  in  this  country  "  is  nob  quite  correct. 
You  were  evidently  thinking  of  his  father.  Rev. 
Canon  St.  Vincent  Beechey,  who  died  on  Aug.  19, 
1899,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
I  extract  the  following  from  an  obituary  notice  of 
the  senior  gentleman  which  appeared  in  the 
"  British  Journal  Photographic  Almanac  "  for  the 
year  1900  :— 

"  The  Rev.  Canon  St.  Vincent  Beechey,  Rector  of 
Hilgay,  Downham,  died  on  Aug.  19.  He  was  in 
his  ninety-fourth  year,  was  probably  the  oldest 
living  photographer,  and  was  said  to  have  been  the 
oliest  living  clergyman.  He  had  been  Rector  of 
Hilgay  twenty-seven  years,  and  instituted  the 
electric  lighting  of  the  church,  schools,  and  rectory. 
He  was  best  known  as  having,  while  Vicar  of 
Fleetwood,  founded  Rossall  School,  and  as  being 
the  son  of  Sir  William  Be'schey,  the  eminent 
portrait  painter  and  intimate  friend  of  Nelson." 

Before  the  days  of  rapid  gelatine  dry  plates, 
Canon  Beechey  worked  out  and  published  a  method 
of  preparing  reliable  dry  collodion  plates  (known  as 
"Beechey"  plates),  then  a  very  great  boon  to 
landscape  photographers,  as  the  only  alternative  to 
the  somewhat  uncertain  collodion  dry  plates  of 
those  days  was  the  cumbrous  wet  plate  process. 
To  the  last  the  venerable  gentleman  was  an  en- 
thusiast, and  regularly  took  his  camera  on  all  his 
holiday  rambles.  Tha  only  change  he  made  was 
that  latteily  he  preferred  a  small  camera  to  the 
lar^jer  apparatus  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed, 
but  which  advancing  years  rendered  a  greater 
burden. 

Canon  St.  Vincent  Beechey,  senior,  like  his  son, 
was  deeply  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. — Yours 
truly,  Charles  Hussey. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Hussey. — Eo.] 

THE  LAW  AS  REGARDS  ANGLING  IN" 
FRANCE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  a  query  from  one  of  your 
correspondents,  coarse  fishing  is  allowed  in  France 
from  June  15  to  April  15  of  the  following  year,  or, 
more  exactly,  from  the  first  Sunday  after  June  15 
to  the  first  Sunday  after  April  15.  Opening  and 
closing  days  are  the  sama  in  all  parts  of  France. 
But  the  wise  angler,  unless  he  is  already  acquainted 
with  the  stream  which  he  intends  to  fish,  will 
always  do  well  to  gather  information  about  local 
particulars.  Many  streams  are  considered  to  be 
trout  streams  from  one  point  to  another  lower 
down,  and  coarse  fish  streams  in  the  lemiinder 
of  their  length,  the  legal  fishing  time  varying 
accordingly.  It  often  happens,  too,  that  the  by- 
laws are  at  some  variance  when  passing  from  one 
Department  to  another,  especially  as  to  the  use 
of  live  bait  or  spinning  lures  for  pike  fishing.  All 
information  about  these  poin's  may  easily  be 
obtained,  mt  only  from  the  "  Prefecture "  of  the 
chief  town,  but  from  the  various  town  clerks ;  if  in 
a  village,  the  local  dominie  will,  in  almost  all  oases, 
be  able  to  give  very  profitable  information. — Yours 
truly.  Major  L.  Gibactd. 

[Very  much  obliged  to  Major  Giraud.  Will  he 
kindly  say  if  licences  for  salm  on  fishing  with  rod 
and  line  and  artificial.fly,  also  with  other  liares,  can 
be  had  on  Fre.ich  salmon  rivers  ? — Ed.] 

CHICAGO  TOURNAMENT. 
Dear  Sir, — lam  sorry  that  it  should  be  suggested 
that  my  conclusions  are  unfair  to  the  trade  in 
Great  Britain.  I  had  no  intention  of  being  other 
than  fair,  and  I  salected  for  comparison  with  the 
American  records  the  best  British  official  records 
of  which  I  was  aware — namely,  those  of  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament  of  last  year,  a  tournament  which 


was  held  under  ideal  conditions  of  weather.  It  did 
not  appear  to  me  therefore  unfair  to  compare  the 
results  of  that  tournament  with  the  Chicago  results. 

Tne  fact  remains  that  as  against  the  Chicago 
record  of  120ft.  (=40  yards)  with  an  8Joz.  rod, 
lOJft.  long — to  say  nothing  of  Mr.  Mansfield's  San 
Francisco  record  of  12:)ft.  (=43  yards) — the  best 
showing  we  can  make  is  102ft.  (=  34  yarJsj  with 
an  Iljft.  steel-centred  split-cane,  weighing  12oz. 
Messrs.  Hardy  can  surely  not  suggest  that  climate 
made  all  that  difference,  amounti  ig  to  15  per  cent. 
In  addition,  we  find  thit  with  rods  of  lift.,  weigh- 
ing lOJoz.  a:id  lO^oz.,  there  were  no  less  than  four 
other  competitors  casting  fr  >m  lijift.  to  118it. 

Messrs.  Haidy  Brothers  appeal  to  their  own  light 
rod  performances  at  their  own  special  t  ournament 
at  the  Crystal  Palace.  The:  e  was  no  light  ro  J  event 
at  Chicago,  so  we  must  go  back  to  tne  Madison- 
square  Gardens  Tournament  in  the  spring,  where 
we  find  Mr.  R.  C.  Leonard  cast  96ft.  Sin.  with  a 
rod  not  exceeJing  4oz.,  or  3  yards  further  than  Mr. 
Hardy's  exhibition  cast  of  29  yards  ( =  87ft.)  with  a 
rod  of  3oz.  14dr.,  which  is  as  near  as  possible  4oz. 

Messrs.  Hardy's  offer  to  outcast  the  particular 
"Leonard"  rod  which  happens  to  belong  to  me 
with  a  rod  to  be  made  by  them  ad  hoc  is  beside 
the  mark.  It  would  not  displace  the  records  on 
which  I  have  comm3nted  above,  which  would  still 
stand  against  us.  But  if  it  is  any  use  to  them 
or  to  any  other  British  manufacturer  to  test  a 
9ft.  rod  of  5oz.  weight,  selected  out  of  their  stock, 
against  my  9ft.,  6oz.,  "Leonard,"  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  lend  my  rod  for  the  purpose,  on  condition 
that  all  rods  be  tested  by  three  or  more  independent 
gentlemen  casting  with  them  consecutively  under 
identical  conditions.  That  would  eliminate  the 
personal  factor,  which  would  come  into  the  case 
should  the  rods  be  used  by  different  hands,  and 
would  test  rod  against  rod,  and  not  caster  against 
caster.  lb  would  make  an  interesting  event,  but 
as  I  have  said  before  it  would  nob  reverso  the 
adverse  records  of  Chicago  and  Madison-square 
Gardens.  To  do  that  Messrs.  Hardy  or  some  other 
British  manufacturer  would  have  to  produce  a 
fly-rod  of  lOJft.,  and  weighing  not  more  than  SJoz., 
to  cast  120ft.,  and  a  fiy  rod  of  not  exceeding  4oz. 
to  cast  96ft.  No  one  will  be  better  pleased  than  I 
if  this  can  be  done. 

I  do  not  suggest  that  the  killing  of  a  trout  of 
21b.  I4oz.  on  a  5oz.  rod  is  anything  in  the  way  of 
a  feat,  though  tha  water  was  heavily  weeded.  My 
argument  is  that  a  first-rate  rod  of  that  weight 
is  quite  adequate  for  that  purpose,  and  for  that 
reason,  among  others,  a  heavy  rod  is  aa  unnecessary 
burden. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Williams,  may  I  point  out  (1) 
that  the  American  champions  who  preferred  the 
heavy  rods  of  lift,  and  lOJoz.  were  defeated  by 
the  man  with  a  lOJft.  rod  of  8Joz.,  a  fact  which 
does  not  seem  to  militate  against  the  lighter  weapon ; 
(2)  that  no  angler  over  here  wants  to  cast  40  yards 
in  practical  fishing,  therefore  a  rod  considerably 
lighter  than  even  8^oz.  may  be  used  with  advantage. 
— Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 


TO  KEEP  DOWN  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  of  any  book  pub- 
lished that  would  contain  information  as  to  the 
best  methods  to  keep  down  pike  ?  There  is  an 
angling  associitioa  being  formed  here,  and  before 
stocking  the  lakes  with  trout  it  would  be  desirable 
to  get  rid  of  as  many  pike  as  possible.  Pleasa  reply 
through  columns  of  Fishing  Gazette,  and  oblige. — 
Yours  truly,  B.  E.  Tomes. 

Inchigeela,  co.  Cork. 

[I  know  no  book  on  the  subject.  To  keep  pike 
down  in  natural  lakes  which  cannot  be  rua  dry  is 
a  very  difficult  matter.  Netting  hard  in  the 
spawning  season  (March  and  April],  when  the  pike 
collect  in  the  shallower  parts  and  mouths  of  streams, 
and  about  reed  beds,  is  about  the  most  effective 
way.  Bat  before  stocking  the  association  should 
get  the  advice  of  an  expeiienced  piscicultuiist — a 
pound  or  two  spent  in  that  way  may  save  hun- 
dreds.— Ed.]   

GOOD  TAKE  OF  PIKE. 

Dsar  Sir, — Thinking  that  it  might  be  of  some 
interest  to  the  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
to  know  of  a  recent  take  of  pike,  whiht  fisning  in  a 
private  lake  on  Sept.  21,  I  killed  twenty-one  pike 
in  five  and  a  half  hours,  weighing  from  41b.  5oz.  up 
to  I31b.  12oz.,  total  weight  was  1491b  lloz.  I  ha\e 
the  photograph  of  the  ti)h  and  myself,  so  if  any  of 
your  readeis  would  care  to  call  at  the  address 
given  below  I  should  be  only  too  pleased  to  show 
it  to  them  as  I  always  like  to  favour  a  brother 
angler. — Yours  truly,  Albert  Shlor. 

Lmdau,  Blyth-road,  Worksop. 

WHAT  TROUT  TO  PUT  IN  T 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  the  readers  of  your  paper  can  give  informa- 
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tisn  as  to  the  best  kini  of  trout  to  introduce  into 
a  river  with  a  very  fine  supply  of  natural  food. 
The  trout  in  it  at  pre-eiit  are  very  go 'd,  but  I 
should  like  to  introduce  a  chang3  of  blood.  I 
fancy  I  have  heard  that  L'ich  Lovens  have  a  ten- 
dency to  po  to  the  sea.  Can  you  inform  me  if  this 
is  true  ? — Yours  truly,  A.  E.  Bannatvne. 

fl  do  not  think  Mr.  Bannatyne  can  do  better 
than  introduce  some  first  claps  S.  fario,  Lonh 
Levens  do  well  in  some  waters  but  not  in  others, 
and  as  hi->  farios  are  doing  well  he  woulJ  be  wi:e  to 
ke3p  to  them. — Ed. J 


"FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN  OCTOBER." 

De  ak  S;b, — I  read  the  letter  under  the  above  head- 
ing in  your  is^ue  of  Sefit.  30,  ant)  in  reply  I  beg  to 
say  thutinray  opiiiion  thesilmon  fishing  here  is  the 
cheapest  and  best  I  know.  I  have  been  acting  here 
Revising  Barrister  for  the  last  three  years,  and 
have  had  some  fishing  each  \ear  after  n)y  work  was 
over.  In  li)03,  in  tlie  first  eight  days  of  October,  I 
got  twenty-one  salmon  (on  two  days  I  had  five  ea-  h 
day)  ;  in  1904  I  gut  eight  in  the  same  time.  Thii 
year  the  fishing  has  been  very  bad,  as  it  has  been 
everywhere,  but  if  only  a  flood  would  come  I  do  not 
doubt  the  fishing  would  be  good.  The  season  end-! 
on  Oct.  10;  the  fi-hing  costs  10s.  per  week.  The 
water  (the  nciiiest)  is  three  minutes'  walk  from  the 
hotel ;  there  are  five  rivers  within  easy  reach  ;  waders 
are  indispensable.  This  hotel  i-i  clean,  comfortable, 
has  an  excellent  cui-ine,  and  the  proprietress  is  a 
model  of  kindness  and  attention. — Yours  truly, 

Abercorn  Hotel,  David  Christie. 

Newtownstewart,  Ireland, 
Oct.  2. 


PIKE  FISHING  AT  MULLINGAR. 

Dear  Sir, — Should  any  of  your  readers  be  think- 
ing of  visiting  Mullingar,  in  search  of  the  many 
and  large  pike  the  Westmeath  lakes  yield,  I  should 
like  to  commend  to  their  notice  rooms  in  a  farm- 
house bordering  Lough  Ennell,  or  Belvidere,  as  it 
is  usually  called. 

I  spent  a  fortnight  there  with  my  wife  and 
sister  this  summer,  and  found  it  more  than  satis- 
factory. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd,  the  tenants  of  the 
faim  (Belleville,  Mullingar,  Westmeath),  can  place 
several  rooms  at  the  disposal  of  visitors,  and  a 
kindlier  couple  I  have  never  lodged  with.  Mr. 
Lloyd  is  an  ex  R.  I.  C.  sergeant.  The  rooms  are 
beautifully  clean  and  comfortable,  t  he  terms  most 
moderate,  the  food  wonderfully  cheap,  eggs,  butter, 
etc.,  sup[i!ied  fro.n  farm.  I  enclosa  my  card. — 
Yours  truly,  PaRPLE  Snipe. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

r  Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if 
you  could  give  me  any  information  regarding;  the 
fishing  in  Dunmanus  Bay,  co.  Cork,  Ireland,  as  I 
am  ab  >ut  to  spend  a  couple  of  weeks'  holiday 
there  (staying  at  Durrus).  I  am  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  fish  are  very  plentiful  and  large  in 
size.  Possibly  some  of  you;  readers  could  kindly 
answer  me.— Yours  truly,  R.  J.  S. 


RECOVERY  OF  HUNG  UP  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Re''erring  to  Mr.  Parker" s  interesting 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  30,  will  he 
kindly  say  how  his  plan  is  operated  in  the  case  of 
more  flies  than  one  being  u=ed — should  that  which 
is  hung  up  not  be  a  top  dropper  ? 

In  dangerously  bushed  places  the  use  of  a  single 
tail  fly  might  be  advantageous  if  this  were  only 
known  to  be  a  taking  one;  but  if  using  two  or 
thiee  flies,  a  cord  and  hooked  weight,  or  even  a 
fairly  heavy  clearing-ring,  thrown  over  so  as  to  pull 
down  the  offending  branch — when  this  was  "not  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  stream — has  often  proved  so 
useful  as  to  merit  a  place  in  one's  creel.  It  has 
also  frequently  released  a  fly  fixed  by  a  rush  or 
weed  in  the  river,  and  sometimes  saved  the  loss  of 
a  hooked  trout  in  this  way. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 


f  DOES  WEED  SCARE  FISH  AWAY  ? 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  a  sample  of  some 
Weed  taken  out  of  the  old  River  Witham,  near 
Bardney,  Lincolnshire.  This  river  was  the  original 
course  of  the  Witham  which  was  straightened  early 
last  century,  and  is  suf  plied  with  water  by  means 
of  a  weir  at  the  point  of  diversion  ;  up  to  this  year 
there  were  plenty  of  coarse  fish  and  a  few  trout  in 
it,  but  these  have  entirely  disappeared,  and  the 
locd  people  say  that  the  cause  of  fish  going  away 
is  due  to  this  particular  weed.  I  phall  be  glad  if 
you  can  tell  nie  whether  this  is  probable,  and  if  so, 
is  there  any  means  of  destroying  it  ?  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — Yours  faithfully, 

G.  E.  HaoH. 

I  iThere  is  nothing  in  the  weedi  sent  to  diive  fish 
away;   they   are  common  in  rivers  whe.e  fish 


aboUnd.  The  sa-nples  sent  are  fresh,  and  contain 
fiesh-water  snails  and  other  fish  food.  There  must 
be  some  other  cause,  possibly  two-legged  ones  with 
nets. — Ed.] 


COARSE  FISHING  IN  SOMERSET 
OR  DORSET. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "Roach,"  who  requires 
coarse  fishing  in  Smierset  or  Dorset,  I  can  strongly 
reucmmen  i  t!;i3  district.  The  Isle  teems  with  fine 
roach  and  dace,  also  perjh  and  jack.  Miba  of  it  is 
pia'jtically  free.  Some  of  the  upper  waters  bslong 
to  the  llmitister  Angling  So  iety  :  season  tickets, 
!)S.  ;  diy.  Is.  "Roach"  wouH  find  very  comfort- 
able apartments  at  the  f.  Uowiiig  address:  Mr. 
H  )iiey,  Stei  s  Farm,  Broulway,  Ilmioster.  By 
staging  there  he  coul  1  also  fish  some  p  ivate  waters 
adjoining.  Terms,  board  and  lodging,  i  icluding 
lite  dinners,  2os.  per  week.  Acr  oinmodati  in  is 
avail  ible  for  two  or  three  gentleman  through  the 
winter. — Yours  truly,  W.  L.  Radford, 

Ilminster. 


AMERICAN  V.  BRITISH  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  there  seems  to  be  a  slight  recru- 
des'enoe  of  this  squabble,  I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  in  the  AmeJcan  rods  the 
various  clumsy  lock-fast  British  joints  are  eucceas- 
fuUy  replaced  by  plain  suction  joints?  If  so,  I 
think  that  it  indubitably  proves  that  the  American 
makers  put  better  work  int>  their  "sale  goods" 
than  ours,  whatever  they  might  be  able  to  do  in 
rods  built  purposely  for  competition. — Yours  traly, 

G.  Westrup. 

[Mr.  Westrup  appears  not  to  be  aware  that 
Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and  Co.,  and  other  English 
makers,  have  made  rods  with  suction  joints  for 
some  time  past.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  had 
persinal  experience  of  the  fact  that  American 
suction  joints  by  the  best  makers  will  wear  and 
work  Ijose  in  time. — Ed.J 


AN  OLD  FISHERMAN. 

Dear  Sip, — Permit  me  to  bring  before  your 
notir^e  a  most  deserving  case  of  an  old  fisherman 
named  John  Burrows,  now  living  at  12,  Chapel- 
street,  Lowestoft,  but  formerly  of  Oulton  Broad. 
For  many  years  he  accompmied  gentlemen  on  the 
riveis  and  broads  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk;  he  is 
now  very  old  and  practically  without  means,  and 
my  biother  and  myself  are  endeavouring  to  obtain 
a  small  pension  for  him. 

No  doubt  a  number  of  your  readers  would  know 
him,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  kindly 
insert  this  letter  in  your  paper.  If  any  gentlemen 
would  be  willing  to  assist,  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
supply  them  with  all  particulars  concerning  him. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

The  Old  Clook  House,  P.  Mumford. 

Winchmore-hill,  N. 


THE  "OLD  GRANDFATHER  RED." 

Dear  Sib, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  the  dressing  of  a  fly  which  is  used  on  Loch 
Garry  and  district  called  the  "  Old  Grandfather 
Red  "  1  and  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Staftobdshire. 


TWO  FISH  TAKEN  ON  ONE  HOOK. 

Dear  Sib, — When  fishing  in  the  bay  here  the 
other  day  I  had  rather  a  singular  experience — 
namely,  landed  two  whiting  on  the  same  hook.  One 
was  quite  a  baby  fish — two  or  three  inches  long. 
Now,  I  should  be  interested  to  know,  si-,  if  any  of 
your  readers  have  had  a  similar  experience.  One 
could  understand  it  in  the  case  of  cannibal  fish 
such  as  mackerel ;  but,  in  any  case,  I  think  it  could 
hardly  be  a  ease  of  cannibalism,  as  the  small  (ish 
was  not  injured,  and  had  reached  the  bend  of  the 
hook,  the  large  fish  being  near  the  barb. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  larger  fi=h, 
horrified  at  the  sight  of  its  tiny  fellow  being  hauled 
through  the  water,  rushed  to  its  assistance  and  its 
own  fate.— Yours  truly,  H.  D.  T. 

Whitby. 

EYED  HOOK  IN  THUMB. 

Dear  Sib,  —  When  fly  fishing  in  a  burn  a 
few  days  ago  I  managed  to  get  a  hook  —  not  a 
very  small  one — into  the  fleshy  part  of  my  right 
thumb,  the  ba:  b  was  completely  hidden,  it  looked 
ugly.  I  set  to  work  clumsily  to  cut  away  with  my 
left  hand  the  wings  and  hackle  wi  h  a  pair  of 
scissors,  the  body  had  to  be  sc  aped  off  wi'h  a 
knife.  I  su  .'ceeded,  after  miiiy  attempts,  in  forcing 
the  barb  through,  but  not  before  I  had  cut  away 
some  of  the  hard  skin  with  the  p  intsof  th^js  'is-ors. 
Alas  !  it  was  an  eyed  hook  (the  first  time  I  ever 
wished  a  fly  had  been  tied  on  gut).  I  managed  to 
break  the  eye  off  by  using  my  teeth  as  a  vice  ;  this 
done,  it  was  easy  to  push  the  shank  after  the  barb. 


October  7,  1905 


I  allowed  the  wound  to  bleed  freely  for  some  time, 
and  then  bandaged  it  with  a  strip  torn  from  a 
cambric  handkerchief,  seouring  it  with  a  small 
elastic  band,  took  a  nip  of  whisky,  smoked  a  pipe, 
and  went  on  fishing.  The  next  day  the  thumb  was 
a  little  painful,  the  day  following  that  it  was  quite 
well. — Yours  truly,  G.  R.  Jebb. 

[It  is  certainly  awkward  to  get  any  eyed  hook 
into  one's  thumb  over  the  barb,  and  Mr.  Jebb 
must  have  grand  teeth. — Ed.] 

WHAT  IS  A  "STALL"  NET? 

Dkar  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  what  is  a  "stall"  net,  giving  its  dimen- 
sions and  method  of  use  ?  and  oblige  yours  truly, 

FlSHEBMAN. 


CHUB  TAKING  LIVE  FISH  BAIT. 

D  EAR  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  in  reading 
Mr.  Jarvis'  letter  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  23  respect- 
ing the  chub  caught  with  live  carp  as  bait  at  Rick- 
mansworth  on  Sept.  9  last. 

Whilst  fishing  at  Jack  Mill,  Harefield,  in  August 
of  this  year,  I  landed  a  nne  chub  weighing  51b.  loz., 
the  bait  being  a  mediurn-sized  gudgeon  on  snap 
tackle.  The  fish  gave  good  sport,  and  no  one  was 
m  ire  surprised  than  the  writer. 

I  cantiot  understand  why  it  is  the  waters  round 
Uxbridge  rejeive  so  little  genuine  attention  from 
angling  enthusiasts,  consi  lering  the  sport  we  obtain 
in  the  neighbourhood.  I  do  n  it  think  during  the 
past  month  I  have  returned  home  after  a  day's 
fishing  without  having  at  the  least  121b.  to  141b.  in 
the  bag. 

I  would  like  to  know  whether  a  roach  of  31b.  3Joz., 
at  present  reposing  safe  and  sound  in  a  glass  case 
in  my  office,  is  a  record  fish  ? — Yours  truly, 

J.  F.  Stow. 


OLD  BELIEFS  AND  MODERN  SCIENCE. 

Dear  Sib, — Walton  in  his  "Compleat  Angler" 
makes  the  statement  that  the  learned  Gesner  says 
that  the  pi  kerel-weed  and  other  glutinous  matter, 
with  the  help  of  the  sun's  heat,  in  some  particular 
months,  and  some  ponds  apted  for  it  by  nature,  do 
become  pikes.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that, 
perhaps,  Dr.  J.  B.  Burke,  the  distinguished  Cam- 
bridge scientist,  who  has  succeeded  in  making 
living  matter  or  automata  from  bouillon  or  other 
albuminous  substances,  with  the  aid  of  radium  (to 
which  the  sun's  heat  is  stated  by  some  to  be  due), 
might  ti  y  the  experiment,  and  if  he  succeeded  in 
making  pikes,  one  heavy  blow  would  be  given  to 
the  scoffers  who  charge  Walton  and  his  disciples 
with  a  lack  of  veracity. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Welkins. 

[Walton  only  quotes  what  Gesner  said ;  he  does 
not  give  it  as  a  fact,  or  say  he  believes  it. — Ed.] 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  OUSE. 
Dear  Sib, — I  and  a  friend  tried  our  luck  in  this 
river  near  Houghton  two  days  recently.  The  fish 
were  dead  off  the  feed.  We  uaed  wheat,  wasp 
grub,  paste,  and  worms ;  result,  a  few  small  roach 
and  bream. 

I  caught  two  bream  with  brandlings,  and  roach 
preferred  wheat  to  any  other  bait.  Two  Cambridge 
anglers,  fishing  in  the  big  pit  on  the  left  from  the  mill, 
caught  one  small  roach  ;  another  angler,  fishing  in 
the  field  next  to  us  opposite  the  pit,  never  had  a 
bite.  The  water  was  as  clear  as  cryst  d,  and  we 
saw  hundreds  of  roajh  (some  very  g>od  fish)  among 
the  wesds  as  we  rowed  along.  The  fact  is,  the  weeds 
ware  full  of  tish  no  doubt  feeding  on  the  natural 
food,  and  they  were  feeding  on  the  surface.  A 
daddy-long-legs,  a  species  of  crane  fly,  would  come 
flopping  almg  close  to  the  boat,  in  short,  spasmodic 
flights,  when  I  saw  a  greedy  roach,  about  3in.  in 
length,  snap  at  it  and  Secure  it.  On  a  calm  summer 
evening  I  have  seen  this  part  of  the  river  alive 
with  fish  feeding  on  the  surface  ;  fish,  it  appears  to 
me,  could  be  caught  more  easily  with  the  artificial 
fly  than  with  any  ordinary  baits.— Yours  truly,  ' 

A  Visitor. 


HOUSE  WANTED  IN  GOOD  FISHING 
NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  coming  home  to  settle 
down  in  Match  next,  and  shall  want  a  small  house 
to  accomra  )date  four  persons,  healthily  situated,  in 
a  good  fishing  neighbourhood,  and  where  the  fishing 
is  not  all  in  the  hands  of  private  owners.  Should 
be  handy  to  golf  links,  and,  if  possible,  near  a 
town  with  library  and  club  available. 

If  fan  of  your  numerous  co/re-pondents  would 
recommend  a  suit  ible  pi  ice  in  England,  Scotland, 
or  I' eland,  I  sh  uld  be  extremely  oblieed  t  >  them, 
and  to  you  also  for  your  kindness  in  publishing  my 
lette-. — Yours  truly,  Fbog. 

India. 

{Several  letters  are  tinavoidjlly  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Mechanism  of  Fish  Feeding. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  some  interesting 
observations  by  Mr.  Edward  Sturdy  on  the  way 
~h  take  food  into  their  mouths  —  observations 
inch  were  suggested  by  some  remarks  of  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell  on  the  subject.    Mr.  Sturdy  has 
>i  well-stocked  trout  stream  running  through  his 
nd.  and  so  was  able  to  make  his  own  arrange- 
cnts  for  observing  the  trout. 
'  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Some  attempts  I  have 
en  making  to  observe  the  mechanism  of  fish 
■ding  might  have  been  more  fruitful  if  my  sight 
'd  remained  as  good  as  it  was,  and  if  I  had 
'  ured  as  good  shelter  at  first  as  I  ended  in 
tting. 

"The  water  selected  was  a  weir-pool,  two  or 
I  three  feet  in  depth,  with  a  very  gentle  stream. 
The  north  bank,  on  which  I  stood,  was  a  foot 
lOve  the  water,  and  was  wooded  to  the  riverside, 
lie  .<<outh  bank  was  an  open  meadow.    To  collect 
few  trout  some  carrion  was  strung  on  a  20ft. 
'le,  pivoted  on  a  waterside  tree,  and  guyed  to 
l  int  outward  upstream,  parallel  to  the  surface. 

•'  Having  in  other  positions  found  overhanging 
I  oes  a  sufficient  blind  when  watching  fish,  I  tried 
rst  without  other  shelter,  but  though  I  got  near 
nough  without  disturbing  them  to  see  them  take 
!io  or  two  of  the  falling  maggots,  they  .soon 
became  aware  of  my  presence,  and  sunk  to  the 
I  bottom  or  sidled  off.    Thus  was  lost  my  very  best 
opportunity  of  observing  what  happened  first  when 
trout  seized  a  bait ;  for  by  the  time  I  had 
rooted  a  p(;rfect  screen,  .so  many  fish,  always  a 
'  )zen  or  more,  attended,  that  everything  was 
iken  with  a  rush,  the  swirl  rendering  observation 
iifficult. 

"  A  screen  of  wire  netting  and  reeds,  14ft.  long  by 
■  ift.  high,  was  then  run  upstream  from  the  pivot 
r'-,e  about  18in.  back  from  the  water.    The  tree 
ive  cross  shelter  below,  but  above,  a  6ft.  screen, 
irried  back  at  a  right  angle,  was  added.    It  was 
I  now  easy  to  blow  food  to  the  fish,  but  attempts  to 
'  view  them  led  again  to  their  censing  to  feed. 


Finally,  the  idea  was  adopted  of  fixing,  parallel 
with  the  top  of  the  screen,  and  a  foot  above  it,  an 
iron  rod,  from  which  depended  a  fringe  of  laurel 
leaves  to  form  a  vertical  lattice.  This  turned  out 
a  perfect  succes.s,  and  though  the  fish  were  fed  and 
viewed  many  times  a  day,  sometimes  by  visitors, 
they  were  never  once  '  put  down.' 

"  I  should  here  remark  that  the  trout  were 
chiefiy  of  about  lib.,  or  a  trifle  over,  and  the  food, 
cubes  with  sides  of  about  fin.,  put  before  them  first 
through  a  blow-pipe,  but  later  thrown  over  the 
screen  by  the  hand.  I  began  with  cooked  meat, 
the  lean  of  which  they  took  directly,  but  at  the  fat, 
though  of  the  same  colour  as  the  maggots,  they 
never  looked.  The  crumb  of  white  bread  they  also 
ignored,  though  they  took  brown  bread  and  the 
brown  crust  of  white  bread,  not  very  freely. 
Cheddar  cheese  they  took  as  greedily  as  meat.  Dead 
bluebottles  and  houseflies  were  taken  no  notice  of, 
but  if  half  alive  and  struggling  they  were  taken  at 
once. 

"The  trout  as  they  seized  the  food  appeared  to 
open  the  hinder  edge  of  their  gill  covers  about 
g  or  of  an  inch ;  they  then  kept  opening  pretty 
wide  and  shutting  their  mouths,  as  if  biting  and 
trying  it;  finally,  in  swallowing,  their  gill  covers 
opened  very  wide,  half  an  inch,  perhaps,  the  red 
gills  showing  very  plainly. 

"  These  meagre  results  do  little  more  than  tend 
to  confirm  the  opinion  most  of  us  hold  on  the 
subject  of  trout  feeding.-  The  one  thing  I  myself 
have  learned  is,  that  to  observe  fish  without 
alarming  them,  it  is  of  advantage  that  the  portion 
of  the  screen  through  which  one  looks  should  stir 
■w  ith  the  wind. 

"The  other  deductions  I  draw  from  my  experi- 
ments have  no  novelty.  They  are,  that  to  take 
food  well  into  their  mouths  fish  drive  a  slight  run 
of  water  past  the  gill  covers — and  that  trout 
associate  certain  colours,  in  this  case  brown,  yellow 
and  red,  with  food,  and  are  disposed  to  try  them; 
and  that  certain  other  colours,  in  this  case  black 
and  white,  are  less  suggestive,  and  require  to  have 
motion,  or  a  semblance  of  life,  to  be  tempting. — 
Yours  sincerely,  "Edward  Sturdy." 

I  hope  Mr.  Sturdy  may  be  induced  to  continue 
his  experiments,  and  that  others  will  follow  suit. 
I  thought  of  asking  some  of  our  fish-breeders,  but, 
as  Mr.  Sturdy  found,  where  there  are  many  fish 
they  rush  at  food  so  voraciously  that  all  one  can 
see  is  a  splashing  mass.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
see  what  happened  to  a  thin  rubber  bladder,  the 
size  of  a  small  grape,  filled  with  a  red  fluid  (carmine 
would  do).  When  it  broke  in  a  fish's  mouth  would 
any  of  the  colour  be  seen  coming  out  of  the  trout's 
gills  ?  The  greatest  mystery  I  have  met  with  in 
angling  is  how  a  fish  can  expel  a  fly  with  a  hook  in 
it  without  getting  hooked.  It  is  done  so  almost 
instantaneously  that  one  cannot  strike  quickly 
enough,  especially  in  lake  fishing  and  in  fly  fishing 
for  dace,  also  in  roach  and  dace  fishing  with  gentles 
or  paste. 

A  Fly-Tying  Exhibition  at  Bristol. 

At  the  moment  of  going  to  press  I  hear  that  the 
committee  of  the  Bristol  and  Clifton  Arts  and 
Crafts  Society  have  included  fly-tying  in  their 
schedule.  I  am  glad  to  see  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  is  to  be 
judge.  (Sre  advertisement  in  our  columns  this 
week  on  p.  2  of  wrapper. ) 

Canon  St.  Vincent  Beechey. 

An  old  schoolfellow  of  the  late  Canon  St.  Vincent 
Beechey  writes: — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Far  back  in  the  last  century  I  was 
at  Rossall  with  Canon  Beechey,  and  we  knew  each 
other  as  one  small  boy  at  school  knows  another 
small  boy.  I  did  not  remain  there  long,  for  my 
family  went  south  and  I  was  deported  to  Marl- 
borough. 

"  At  the  fag  end  of  the  sixties  destiny  directed 
my  steps  northward  again,  and  I  settled  in  Cheshire. 
Some  few  years  later  I  chanced  to  take  the  train  at 
Warrington,  bound  to  Chester.  As  I  entered  my 
carriage  I  noticed  rods  in  the  rack  and  A  cred, 
and  at  the  sight  of  the  latter  I  stood  transfixed, 
astonished,  dumb.  Never  had  I  seen  anything 
remotely  resembling  it. 


How  to  Tib  Tbout  and  Oratlino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Files  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  lUnstrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  *nJa\9ct,"—FishiT^  Qa,itttt, 


"  It  looked,  in  the  classic  phrase  of  Toddy,  the 
brother  of  Budge,  'as  bluggy  as  evcryfink.'  It 
was  not  that  it  was  well  stricken  in  age, 
and  so  ensanguined  with  the  life  blood  of 
innumerable  victims — it  was  sound  and  good,  but 
the  effect  was  as  though  many  worms,  previously 
dipped  in  vermilion  or  gore,  had  been  permitted 
to  crawl  up  and  down  and  in  and  out  and  round 
about,  at  the  dictate  of  their  own  sweet  wills. 
When  I  could  withdraw  my  fascinated  gaze,  I 
became  aware  of  one  sitting  in  a  comer,  and 
with  that  Sherlock  Holmes-like  instinct  which 
every  man  thinks  he  possesses,  I  instantly 
connected  the  man — with  the  rods  and  the 
basket.  I  was  the  more  certain  of  this  as 
there  was  no  one  else  in  the  carriage.  I,  too, 
from  my  youth  up,  even  until  now,  have  been  an 
ardent  angler ;  so  we  were  soon  deep  in  conversa- 
tion. Presently  we  discovered  that  we  had  both 
been  at  Rossall,  and  then  I  recognised  him  as 
Beechy;  he  remembered  me  as  the  other  fellow, 
and  we  shook  hands  there  and  then  after  all  the 
long  years.  He  was  on  his  way  to  fish  in  Wales — 
in  the  Rhyadr,  I  think — I  cannot  spell  the  river ; 
but  when  I  say  there  be  falls  of  the  same  name  on 
it,  someone  may  recognise  it.  I  know  that 
Beechey  used  to  fish  this  stream,  for  later  his 
reputation  reached  me  wlien  I  fished  the  not  very 
distant  Tanat.  I  do  not  think  this  hunting  ground 
was  mentioned  in  Mrs.  Beechey's  interesting  letter, 
but  I  have  not  the  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
in  which  it  appeared  with  me.  Naturally  our  talk 
soon  gravitated  to  fishing,  and  presently  I  got  a 
chance  of  asking  what  the  complaint  was  from 
which  his  creel  was  suffering.  He  laughed,  and 
replied  that  his  old  creel  was  quite  done.  He 
had  been  compelled  to  buy  a  new  one.  He 
hated  to  look  new,  and  so  he  had  dissolved 
some  sealing-wax  in  spirits  of  wine,  and  there- 
with he  had  bedaubed  it.  Hence  its  gruesome 
appearance.  It  is  probable  that  Mrs.  Beechey 
may  remember  this  basket — once  seen,  never  to 
be  forgotten.  Nay,  she  may  have  lent  a  helping 
hand  in  disguising  its  obtrusive  newness.  The 
style  of  art — Early  Impressionist  I  should  judge  it 
to  be — suggests  the  idea  that  all  the  family  had 
gathered  round  the  basket  and  that  each  had  had 
a  dab  at  it. — Yours  truly, 

"Thelwall  Vicarage,     "The  Other  Fellow. 
"  Warrington." 

Good  Sport  v^ith  the  Salmon. 

Writing  from  Aboyne  on  Oct.  9,  Admiral  Sir 
W.  R.  Kennedy  writes: — 

"  It  may  interest  you  to  know' of  the  result  of  a 
week's  fishing  at  the  above-named  place  on  Dee 
side.  The  fish  run  very  heavy  in  this  river  in 
autumn. 

"  Monday,  Oct.  2,  two  salmon.  22lb.  and  201b. ; 
Oct.  3,  one,  81b.  ;  Oct.  4,  one,  261b.  ;  Oct.  5,  one, 
201b. ;  Oct.  6,  one,  201b. ;  Oct.  7,  two,  271b.  and 
17lb. — total,  1601b.  ;  also  two  trout  of  lib.  each. 
Caught  by  Mr.  Heaven  and  friend,  one  rod  daily, 
except  on  Oct.  2  and  7,  when  two  rods;  and  I  had 
a  ridiculous  experience  with  this  fish,  a  20-pounder, 
which  led  us  a  dance  down  the  river.  I  gaffed  the 
fish,  but  water  was  strong  and  fish  lively,  and  my 
hands  cold;  the  gaS  slipped  through  my  fingers, 
and  the  fish  sailed  away  with  the  gaff  in  him 
upright  in  the  water,  but  being  well  hooked  was 
soon  recovered. 

"  P.S. — It  is  only  fair  to  ilr.  Harper,  fishing 
tackle  maker,  Aberdeen,  who  has  taken  over 
Brown's  business,  the  phantom  minnow  inventor, 
to  say  that  I  have  found  his  tackle  particularly  good ; 
he  makes  everything  himself,  his  flies  are  beauti- 
fully tied,  and  his  prawn  and  minnow  tackle  the 
best  I  have  seen." 


A  Note  from  "  Benwyan." 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marstox, — I  send  you  herewith  a 
varied  cast  of  Bumble  Bugs,  the  parentage  of 
which  I  am  fain  to  admit,  never  having  seen  any 
quite  the  same.  If  you  can  try.  or  get  them  tried, 
I  would  be  glad  to  hear  should  they  ever  catch 
anything.  There  is  a  sort  of  '  varmint '  look 
about  them  that  makes  one  fancy  they  might  be 
accepted  by  trout  or  grayling  in  a  place  where 
colour  fetches.  The  sort  with  starling  wing  was 
rather  admired  by  the  Llugwy  trout  in  the  summer 
of  1904  ;  the  one  with  red  stern  has  an  over-large 
hackle,  yet  in  certain  lights  this  seems  to  convey 
an  effect  like  vibrating  wings.  Some  distinguished 
painter  had  a  picture  in  the  Royal  Academy  once 
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with  the  wings  of  pigeons  in  flight  indicated  some- 
what after  the  same  fashion  ;  I  forget  the  artist's 
name.  It  is  too  late  now  to  try  these  Bumbles 
here  (Switzerland).  I  was  sorry  to  have  missed 
seeing  you  in  London.  An  admiral  at  the  club 
here  lately  was  glorifying  Blagdon  and  his  ex- 
periences among  the  5-pounders.  What  a  rare 
place  it  must  be  for  sport !  I  am  told  the  Swiss 
Government  is  going  to  spend  70,000fr.  upon 
widening  (or  the  elargissement)  of  the  Stockalper, 
which  would,  of  course,  for  the  time  spoil  the 
fishing  in  the  Commune  of  Vouvry  and  below, 
turning  the  watei"  into  liquid  mud. — Very  sincerely 
yours,  "Benwyan." 

The  flies  sent  are  all  good,  and  will,  I  am  sure, 
kill  all  right,  but  are  too  large  for  chalk  streams, 
except  in  rough  weather.  One  with  jungle  cock 
for  wings  dressed  a  bit  smaller  would,  I  am  sure, 
take  well.  A  flat- winged  pattern  is  very  clever, 
body  reminding  one  of  the  Governor  somewhat. 
What  lovely  red  and  furnace  hacklos  "  Benwyan  " 
uses. 

Salmon  Fishing  in  Newfoundland, 

Judge  Prowse,  writing  to  me  from  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland,  on  Sept.  28,  says: — ■ 

"My  dear  Marston, — I  send  you  a  paper  on 
salmon  fishing  this  season  in  Newfoundland.  It 
has  been  a  remarkable  season  here — a  cold  spring, 
floods  on  the  rivers,  and  an  abnormal  plague  of 
flies.  The  salmon  and  trout  have  been  abundant, 
but  the  pleasure  of  the  sport  was  largely  killed  by 
the  discomforts  caused  by  the  mosquitoes.  I  have 
never  seen  anything  like  it  before.  There  was 
wonderfully  good  fishing  on  the  Upper  Humber. — 
Yours  sincerely,  "  D.  W.  Prowse." 

I  had  some  chats  with  the  judge  when  he  was 
here  in  the  summer,  and  am  delighted  to  see  that 
the  splendid  work  he  has  done  in  blasting 
obstructions  and  making  salmon-passes  is  bearing 
good  fruit  already.  I  asked  if  it  was  not  true  that 
on  the  Newfoundland  salmon  rivers 
Every  prospect  pleases. 
And  only  flies  are  vile. 
He  laughed,  and  said,  "  Oh,  they're  not  so  bad  ;  in 
fact,  they  don't  bother  you  when  you  are  wading. 
They  don't  bother  me."  It  will  be  seen  from  his 
jjaper,  published  this  week,  that  the  flies  have 
been  abnormally  bad,  and  even  drove  him  away, 
and  in  his  note  to  me  he  refers  to  the  mosquitoes. 
Does  this  mean  that  flies  and  mosquitoes  were  bad, 
or  is  "flies"  a  synonym  for  "mosquitoes"  in 
Newfoundland  ? 

Two  Bad  Almonds. 

Mr.  Tod  writes:  "There  is  a  little  error  in  your 
note  of  last  week.  The  Almond  which  Hows  into 
the  estuary  of  the  Forth  at  Cramond  is  not  the 
Perthshire  Almond,  it  is  the  Midlothian  Almond." 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  both  the  Almonds  are  in 
such  a  bad  way  from  sewage  and  factory  and 
other  poisonings. 

To  Preserve  Small  Fish  for  Bait 

A  medical  subscriber  to  the  Fisliing  Gazette 
kindly  sends  me  the  following  recipe  for  preserving 
baits.  He  says:— "It  may  possibly  be  new  to 
you — it  renders  baits  very  tough,  and  yet  as  pliable 
as  a  live  fish.  It  also  retains  their  colours  and 
brilliancy  better  than  any  other  preservative  I 
know  ;  it  does  not  smell,  and  pike  ssem  much 
more  attracted  by  a  bait  so  preserved  than  one 
preserved  in  either  formalin  or  methylated  alcohol." 

"E/ECIPE. — Place  the  specimens  in  Kersileign 
solution  for  from  eight  to  twelve  hours,  according 
to  thoir  size ;  wash  for  from  four  to  eight  hours  in 
distilled  water  ;  place  in  50  per  cent,  methylated 
alcohol,  three  to  six  hours  ;  place  in  80  per  cent, 
methylated  alcohol  until  the  fish  recovers  its 
natural  colour  and  brilliancy  (the  alcohol  should 
be  free  from  naphtha) ;  place  in  Price's  pure 
glycerine,  to  which  is  added  in  equal  parts  6oz. 
of  a  saturated  solution  of  granulated  potassium 
acetate  and  6oz.  of  a  saturated  solution  of 
jiotassium  nitrats  ;  keep  in  this  mixture  for  a  week 
and  then  changj  to  another  similar  mixture,  in 
which  the  fish  may  be  kept  until  required.  The 
materials  may  bo  obtained  from  T.  Burgess,  12, 
Foub':rt's  ])lace,  Regent-street,  W." 

I  hope  that  some  of  the  fi.shing  tackle  makers 
who  supply  preserved  baits  may  be  induced  to 
give  this  recipe  a  fair  trial ;  formalin  is  nasty  stutf 
to  handle,  especially  in  cold  weather  when  one's 
fingers  get  rough  and  more  sensitive  to  the  poison 


— perhaps  this  new  recipe  is  no  improvement  in 
that  respect.  In  June  last  Dr.  Turrell,  of  Oxford, 
sent  me  some  gudgeon  preserved  in  some  solution. 
They  look  so  good  still  that  I  hope  to  try  them 
when  next  after  pike. 

Interesting  New  Exhibition  by  Messrs.  Hardy  at 
Earl's  Court. 

Mr.  Forster  Hardy,  writing  from^the  Ducal  Hall, 
Earl's  Court,  says:  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — On  Saturday  last  I 
went  to  Newhaven  after  bass,  but  they  had  moved  ; 
there  are  plenty  of  dabs,  small  conger,  and  codling 
to  be  had. 

"In  reply  to  'H.  D.  T.'s '  letter  on  hooking  two 
fish  on  one  hook,  this  happened  to  me  years  ago  in 
Port  Grappler,  Strait  of  Magellan,  two  small  fish 
of  about  eight  inches  long  being  fairly  hooked 
through  the  mouth  on  the  one  hook.  We  are 
exhibiting  in  the  above  court  until  the  end  of  the 
time,  Oct.  21,  the  whole  of  the  process  in  detail  of 
salmon  and  trout  fly  tying,  also  rod  and  reel 
making  from  the  rough  to  the  finished  article. 
These  are  well  worth  a  visit  of  inspection. — Yours 
truly,  "  FoiisTER  Hardy. 

"  P.S. — I  see  yoix  say  in  last  week's  Finhing 
Gazette  that  in  this  '  Nelson '  year  anglers  should 
remember  our  greatest  fighter  was  a  keen  angler. 
May  I  add  that  he  also  said,  '  Kiss  me,  Hardy.  " 

Fish  Killed  by  a  Parasite. 

A  month  or  two  ago  a  correspondent  wrote  to 
me  to  say  the  fish  in  his  pond  were  dying,  being 
worried  to  death  by  that  curious  little  fluke-like 
parasite  Argiiliis  folliacnts — a  flat  yellowish  disc 
like  a  dirty  fisli  scale.  If  he  tried  what  I  recom- 
mended, will  he  kindly  tell  us  the  result  ? 

The  Fish  Poisoning  in  Derbyshire. 

The  Darley  Dale  Club  will  have  the  sympathy 
of  all  anglers  in  the  great  loss  they  have  sustained 
by  the  poisoning  of  their  stock  of  fish — or  a  great 
portion  of  it.  The  mat  ter  has  the  club's  earnest 
attention,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  can  recoyer 
damages,  though  it  will  be  years  before  the  river 
recovers,  as  food  supply  as  well  as  fish  have  been 
destroyed. 

Those  Greek  Fly  Fishers  Again. 

Science  Siftings  begins  an  article,  headed, 
"Greeks  Fished  with  flies,"  with  the  words, 
"Probably  few  fi.shermen  are  aw'are  that  fly-fishing 
dates  back  to  classic  times,"  etc.  I  hoped  it  was 
a  new  discovery,  bat,  it  is  our  oft-quoted  friend 
iElian's  story  of  the  Jlacedonian  fly  fishers  who 
fished  in  a  river  called  Astraeus.  It  would  be 
interesting  if  some  wandering  angler  like  Mr.  H.  W. 
Seton-Karr  would  go  to  Macedonia  and  identify 
the  river,  and  see  Avhat  its  "  spotted  fish  "  are  and 
what  flies  they  rise  at.  R.  B.  Marston. 


A  COKNISH  IDYLL. 


A  DELICATE  mist  is  silently  stealing  away  from 
the  land ;  before  the  breath  of  the  morning  it 
gradually  fades  away  and  reveals  the  loveliness  of 
the  valley  beneath.  All  points  to  the  probability 
of  another  extremely  hot  day,  and  keeps  one  deep 
in  thought  as  to  the  ways  and  means  to  be  adopted 
in  order  to  lure  the  golden  trout  from  one  of  the 
clearest  and  fairest  of  our  Cornish  streams. 

The  highest  perfection  in  all  art  is  achieved  where 
the  result  is  the  combination  of  all  the  best  that 
mind,  manner,  and  method  can  produce;  and  the 
art  of  fly-fishing,  for  it  is  an  art,  is  most  perfect 
when  the  skill  and  delicacy,  experience  and  years  of 
observation,  both  entomological  and  piscatorial, 
are  to  be  taxed  to  their  utmost  ere  the  angler  may 
place  on  the  fern  in  his  creel  his  then  well-earned 
reward. 

Well,  friend,  on  such  a  day  as  this,  one  must  be 
on  the  river  early  if  hopes  are  to  be  realised,  for  the 
first  hours  of  the  morning  and  the  latter  part  of  the 
afternoon  are  alone  propitious.  In  the  bright  and 
hot  midday  the  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton  should 
follow  the  advice  of  his  master  and  take  a  rest,  and, 
as  the  trout  would  seem  to  be  doing,  enjoy  a  siesta 
— who  has  not  experienced  the  utter  hopelessness  of 
endeavour  when  the  sun  is  at  its  noonday  heat  ? 

What  a  delightful  walk  it  is  down  into  the  valley. 
First  across  the  velvet  turf  and  through  the  tall 
bracken — from  whose  cool  loaves  one  brushes  the 
still  lingering  dews  of  the  morning — over  the  rough 
and  loose  stone  hedges,  bright  with  the  stately 


foxglove,  and  thence  through  the  lichen-covered  ■ 
gate  into  the  steep  and  stone-strewn  lane,  whose  i 
surface  is  ever  watered  by  trickling  rills,  and  whose  ' 
high  and  moss-grown  walls  are  over  green  with  an  i 
abundance  of  West  Country  fem  and  shaded  by  '. 
many  a  lofty  ash. 

Through  yonder  gap  in  the  hedge  we  will  make  ■' 
a  short  cut  to  the  river  across  the  mushroom  field,  ■■ 
but  before  approaching  the  stream  let  tas  prepare 
our  weapons  for  the  fray.    I  have  brought  my  \ 
sweet  little  Oft.  rod,  only  4Joz.  in  weight,  but  the  ; 
hero  of  many  an  exciting  tussle— the  very  weapon  i 
for  the  kind  of  fishing  we  shall  do  to-day,  and  with 
which  one  can  make  the  most  delicate  of  casting 
by  the  use  of  the  wrist  alone.    For  the  cast  I  select 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  my  case,  four  yards  of 
3x  gut  drawn  and  tapered,  for  this  alone  must 
touch  the  surface  of  the  stream.    I  have  stained  it 
brown  lest,  like  the  gossamer  thread  of  the  spider 
in  the  bracken,  it  glisten  in  the  sunlight.  And 
now  for  the  fly — this  is  the  hardest  problem  to 
solve ;  we  get  no  clue  from  the  few  that  are  be- 
ginning to  dance  over  the  water,  for  they  are  so 
very  small  that  we  search  in  vain  for  imitation. 
But  I  .shall  follow  a  novel  plan  of  my  own,  which  I 
commend  to  you.    I  say  novel,  because  in  these 
clear  and  swift-running  streams  I  have  never  yet 
met  an  angler  adopting  it.    I  shall  try  a  small 
brown  Coch-y  Bondhu  and  oil  the  hackle  ;  indeed, 
if  this  will  not  kill  I  am  certain  that  nothing  ' 
else  will. 

All  is  ready,  so  let  us  approach  the  stream  ; 
keep  well  behind  me,  I  must  kneel,  taking  cover 
behind  yonder  fern.    It  is  an  ideal  piece  of  water 
for  such  a  day,  a  long  pool  quietly  tailing  off  over 
a  gravelly  shallow.    The  opposite  side,  where  it 
skirts  the  rushes,  is  a  deadly  spot.    Every  nerve 
must  be  on  the  alert.    The  moment  the  fly  alights 
on  the  wat«r  is  the  deadliest  time,  but  it  must  also 
be  watched  most  carefully  as  it  lightly  floats  down 
the  stream.    The  point  of  the  rod  must  be  kept  ] 
well  up,  as  one  must  practically  trust  to  hooking  ' 
the  fish  by  a  gentle  turn  of  the  wrist,  for  our  cast 
is  very  fine.    True,  the  trout  are  generally  small,  , 
but  very  game.  j 

A  beautiful  cast  in  an  ideal  spot,  right  under  the  i 
nut  bushes  that  fringe  the  opposite  bank  where  the  j 
stream  is  shaded  from  the  sun — a  quick  movement  | 
from  beneath  the  bank  itself — the  water  is  broken  j 
with  a  plop,  plop! — the  line  tightens,  and  we  are  i 
into  a  nice  trout!  Bring  him  down  stream — keep  i 
the  rod  well  up!  Yes,  she  bends  much,  but  is  true.  I 
Have  you  the  net  ready? — just  hand  it  to  me.  A  |i 
perfect  fish,  about  ijlb.,  I  should  think.  ' 

So  we  pass  the  moments,  and  in  what  an  Arcadia  !  ) 
High  woods  on  either  side.  The  stream  now  N 
glittering  like  a  thousand  jewels  in  the  sunlight,  now  i 
passing  beneath  an  avenue  of  trees  where  one  can  \ 
rest  at  leisure  among  the  moss-grown  rocks,  read  a  I 
chapter  from  our  pocket  Izaak  Walton,  and  breathe  ^ 
the  air  which  is  Arabia. 

'Tis  now  close  on  five  o'clock,  and  we  will  walk 
up  to  the  Old  Mill,  where  the  good  miller's  wife  will 
prepare  for  us  a  cup  of  tea,  and  where  we  may  have 
a  chat  about  the  countryside  until  the  shadows  » 
begin  to  lengthen.    Let  us,  however,  first  try  the  ♦ 
promising  looking  pool  below  the  bridge  before  we  • 
leave  the  river,  and  I  will  change  my  fly  for  a  small  i 
Olive  Quill  Gnat  with  split  wing  which  I  will  oil  as  !■ 
before — this  fly  is  a  very  famous  one  in  the  cool  of  ■ 
the  day  on  our  Cornish  streams. 

Well,  that  is  curious !  I  have  generally  managed  b 
to  creel  one  nice  fish  from  the  lower  part  of  this  t 
pool,  but  nothing  of  any  size  has  risen  this  after-  i 
noon.  We  will,  however,  return  here  later  on  in  j 
the  evening,  for  it  is  a  famous  spot  for  that  most  '-■ 
lovely  and  sporting  of  fish — the  salmon  peal. 

And  so,  crossing  the  little  bridge,  we  walk  up  to  % 
the  thatched  house  through  the  old  English  garden, 
The  rest  I  cannot  better  describe  than  in  the  lines  ^ 
of  Richard  le  Galliance: 

And  so  we  entered  in  and  sat  at  talk 

Within  a  little  parlour  bowered  about 

With  garden  n-^ises,  filled  with  garden  scent. 

We  sat  at  talk,  and  all  the  afternoon 
Wliispered  about  in  changing  silences 
Of  flush  and  sudden  liglit  and  gitlie.  iig  shade. 

0  !  my  brothers  in  the  gentle  art,  we  have  each 
our  own  peculiar  ideal  in  following  in  the  footsteps 
of  our  great  forefather  and  teactier.  Perhaps  the 
above  few  words  may  bring  back  to  the  mind  of 
more  than  one  of  you  the  memory  of  beautiful 
days,  when  it  seemed  as  if  there  really  was  an 
earthly  paradise.  Clement  C.  Gatley. 
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A  FISHING  HOLIDAY  IN  IRELAND. 


UNDER  CANVAS  IN  THE  WILDS  OF 
COUNTY  CORK. 

"GrRTHNACARRiGA !  Don't  you  know  whore 
that  is  ?  Why,  it's  close  to  Inchigeela,  not  many 
miles  from  Gougane  Barra  m  county  Cork.  Why. 
where  have  you  been  brought  up  ? "  This  was 
how  I  replied  to  my  friend  Jack,  who  wrote  asking 
me  what  strange  land  I  intended  leading  him  into 
this  timo. 

Jack  had  always  declared  that  no  holiday  could 
hold  out  for  him  half  the  attraction  as  would  a 
fishing  holidaj',  and  when  on  this  occasion  I  sug- 
gested camping  out,  he  said  it  was  a  "ripping  idea." 
He  didn't  know,  he  continued,  that  part  of  Ireland 
I  was  luring  him  into,  but  as  the  selection  of  our 
quarters  rested  with  me,  and  he  had  had  hitherto 
no  cause  to  grumble  thereat,  he  was  quite  willing 


A  warm  bath  and  an  appetising  breakfast  put 
new  life  into  us,  and  then  we  strolled  around  to 
see  the  sights  of  Cork,  and  there  are  many  sights 
worth  seeing,  not  least  among  them  being  the 
Mardyke,  a  fine  public  promenade  a  mile  long 
between  stately  trees,  centuries  old. 

At  three  o'clock  we  left  Cork  for  Macroom,  and 
on  our  arrival  there  we  hiretl  jaunting-cars— one 
for  our.selves  and  one  for  our  pt^rsonal  baggage — 
for  our  ten-mile  journey  to  Inchigeela.  A  few  miles 
from  Macroom  the  River  Lea  meanders  in  and  out 
and  round  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  fine  islands. 
A  thousand  some  will  tell  you,  but  I  question  if  any- 
body knows  correctly.  Their  number,  however,  is 
great,  and  all  are  overgrown  with  a  tangled  mass 
of  trees  and  bushes  and  royal  fern  — a  wonderful 
haunt  of  coarse  fish  and  wildfowl.  I  understand, 
by  the  way,  that  Mr.  Williams,  of  Williams'  Hotel, 
Macroom,  has  the  sporting  rights  hereabouts. 

Inchigeela  was  reached  at  6  p.m.,  and  that  night 


manner  instantly  wins  confidence  and  respect. 
Nearly  all  the  population  of  Inchigeela  was  out  to 
witness  tlie  departure  of  a  smart  motor  car,  or  was 
it  aLso  to  see  the  departure  of  the  two  peculiar 
l^nglishmcn  who  were  going — and  everybody  seemed 
to  know  of  our  inUMitions — tf)  live  in  a  tent.  And 
so  at  nine  o'clock  on  this  Sunday  morning,  attended 
by  glorious  weather,  we  began  our  trek  to  our 
mountain  home.  The  way  led  up.  and  the  day  was 
hot ;  and  my  friend  Jack  weighs  fifteen  stone,  and 
perspired  accordingly.  First  he  discarded  coat, 
then  cap,  then  vest — he  stopped  at  that.  With 
rolled  up  sleeves  away  he  trudged  onward  and 
upward,  and  it  needed  very  little  persuasion  fiom 
Con  to  take  a  lift  on  the  cai  t,  and  although  the 
poor,  patient,  old  mule  in  the  shafts  didn't  actually 
turn  his  head  round  to  see  what  had  happened,  he 
must  have  thought  there  were  some  ponderous 
specimens  of  humanity  in  England. 

As  I  \vrite  I  seem  to  see  him  as  I  saw  him  then. 


Pl'Oto  by]  [Ot„j  ,t  Co.,  ltd,  Cork. 

L.\.KE.s  OP  Inchigeela. 


'    indcrgo  the  experience — in  short,  under  canva.=i 
:de  a  river  and  between  two  lakes  was  good 
t  ijoiigh  for  him  anywhere. 

So,  having  procurcid  a  lOft.  military  bell-tent, 
and  aiTanged  with  a  firm  of  ironmongers  in  Cork 
to  supply  a  camp  cooking-stove,  stretchers,  mat- 
tresses, buckets,  frying-pans,  pots,  plates,  knives, 
forks,  spoons,  etc. — having  had  these  sent  on  by 
rail  to  Macroom  Station  some  days  previous  to  our 
starting — and  liaving  written  Con  Keily,  on  whose 
ground  at  Gurthnacarriga  we  had  had  permission 
tf>  pitch  our  canvas  home,  to- meet  the  baggage  and 
take  it  to  his  place  some  fifteen  miles  away  in  the 
mount^iins,  and  taking  with  me  a  case  containing 
blankets,  towels,  oilskins  and  sou'-wester,  waders, 
and  bundle  of  rods  —  thus  prepared  Jack  and  I 
met  at  Crewe  on  the  night  of  Aug.  II,  and  entrained 
by  the  night  mail  for  Holyhead.  A  smooth  passage 
across  on  board  the  mail  steamer  Leimter,  arriving 
at  Kingstown  at  (j  a.m..  we  eventually  reached 
Cork,  165  miles  from  Dublin,  at  10.30  a  m. 


we  passed  at  The  Hotel,  kept  by  Mrs.  Nolan,  and 
a  comfortable  and  well-appointed  place  it  is,  too. 
We  renewed  our  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Brophy, 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  Inchigeela.  Mr.  Brophy 
stands  for  enterprise  and  progress. 

The  next  day  was  a  Sabbath,  and  early  the  people 
came  flocking  into  the  village  to  First  Mass,  and 
among  them,  true  to  his  appointment,  came  Con 
Keily  with  his  ginnett  and  cart  to  convey  our 
personal  belongings  to  Gurthnacarriga,  who  greeted 
us  warmly,  and,  to  use  his  own  words,  "hoped  to 
God  our  honours  would  enjoy  our  visit  to  this  part 
of  Ireland." 

We  were  told  that  a  boat  for  fishing  on  the  lakes 
was  an  absolute  necessity,  and  having  been  dis- 
appointed in  our  efforts  to  obtain  one  from  Cork, 
it  was  at  Con's  suggestion,  when  Mass  was  over, 
that  we  approached  the  Rev.  Father  Hurley,  and 
after  explaining  our  position  to  him  he  very  kindly 
consented  to  our  using  his  boat  during  our  stay. 

Father  Hurley  is   a  fine  looking  man,  whose 


a  stout,  brawny  individual  without  coat,  cap,  or 
vest,  seated  on  the  top  of  a  big  case  on  the  top  of 
a  cart,  in  his  hands  an  accordion  pealing  forth  "  The 
Boys  are  Coming,"  "  Cock  o'  the  North,"  and  "  Men 
of  Harlech,"  greatly  to  the  delight  and  astonish- 
ment of  the  good  folk  we  met  coming  in  to  Second 
Mass,  who  greeted  us  with,  "  The  top  of  the  morning, 
God  save  your  honours !  "  which  showed  that  they 
bore  us  no  animosity  for  the  noise  we  were  making. 
After  the  close  confinement  of  a  city  office  I  confess 
1  felt  like  shouting  for  very  joy  at  the  absolute 
sen.se  of  freedom  I  experienced  ;  and  the  bracing 
mountain  air  on  that  lovely  sunny  mornuig  made 
me  feel  that  life  was  uideed  a  beautiful  thuig.  The 
scenery  was  very  delightful,  growing  wilder  as  the 
way  progressed. 

Arriving  at  our  destination,  good  Con  Keily  at 
once  introduced  us  to  his  good  lady  and  si.x  bonny 
children,  and  with  a  cheery  "  Welcome  to  our  home, 
gintlemen,"  we  were  regaled  with  the  best  cups  of 
tea  that  we  ever  had  the  pleasure  of  drinking. 
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Jack,  with  his  usual  forethought,  had  brought  some 
good  things  for  the  little  ones,  and  after  naaking 
their  httle  hearts  glad  by  the  receipt  of  some  useful 
jiresents,  and  their  little  mouths  water  by  the  pro- 
duction of  some  sweetmeats,  we  proceeded  to  select 
a  suitable  sight  for  the  pitching  of  our  tent.  We 
decided  to  pitch  it  on  a  slope  sheltered  on  all  sides 
by  rocks,  the  wild  mountains  on  our  left  and  behind 
us ;  and  within  sound  of  a  merry  hill  stream 
scampering  over  rock  and  shingle  as  if  in  frantic 
haste  to  mingle  with  the  tranquil  waters  of  the 
Inchigeela  Lakes  in  the  valley  below.  Amid  such 
pleasant  surroundings  Ave  erected  our  canvas  home, 
assisted  by  Con  and  two  or  three  young  men,  whose 
acquaintance  we  had  made  on  the  way  from 
Inchigeela.  We  had,  of  course,  provided  ourselves 
with  tea  and  coffee,  etc.,  and  having  produced  a 
fine  ham,  which  we  tied  to  our  tent  pole,  our  first 
attempt  at  cooking  took  place,  and  soon  we  had 
our  kettle  merrily  singing  and  some  substantial 
slices  of  ham  frizzling  in  grand  style.  Eggs  and 
milk  ("  colouring it  is  called  in  Gurthnacarriga — the 
term  would  not  be  ill-applied  to  some  milk  in 
England)  were  provided  by  Con's  good  lady,  and 
there  being  a  sjjlendid  spring  within  reasonable 
distance  of  our  encampment,  we  were  all  right  so 
far  as  these  necessities  were  concerned. 

In  the  evening  we  were  visited  by  quite  a  number 
of  people,  several  handsome  colleens  being  much  in 
evidence.  They  seemed  astonished  that  we  should 
have  chosen  such  a  life,  and  many  of  the  elders,  on 
looking  into  our  tent,  exclaimed,  "  Glory  be  to  God, 
but  ye  are  very  comfortable,  gintlemen."  This 
seems  to  be  quite  a  common  form  of  expression 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  although  the 
frequent  use  of  the  name  of  the  Deity  sounded 
most  unpleasantly  upon  our  ears,  there  did  not 
seem  to  be  any  irreverence  in  the  tone  in  which  it 
was  said.  On  the  contrary,  we  were  persuaded 
that  the  Irish  people  are  very  reverent  in  their 
religious  exercises,  and  think  nothing  of  walking 
five  miles  out  to  attend  First  Mass  at  8.30  at 
Inchigeela.  We  wondered  how  many  Protestants 
would  make  the  effort  Sunday  after  Sunday,  wet 
or  fine. 

We  were  told  that  the  lads  and  lasses  enjoyed 
a  jig  above  all  things,  and  that  they  had  gathered 
together  primarily  to  satisfy  their  curiosity  to  see 
the  peculiar  Englishmen,  but  more  especially  in  the 
hope  of  having  some  music  and  a  dance.  All  this 
seemed  very  strange  to  us  who  had  been  brought 
lip  with  such  Sabbatarian  ideas,  but  entering  into 
the  spirit  of  the  thing  Ave  struck  up — or,  rather. 
Jack  did — some  Irish  jigs  on  the  accordion  and 
piccolo,  and  ^oon  the  ladsAvere  jigging  right  merrily 
to  their  strains,  and  seemingly  enjoying  themselves 
immensely. 

The  following  Tuesday  Ave  learned  was  Lady  Day, 
a  religious  holiday,  and  we  invited  the  whole  crowd 
to  attend  our  camp  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day, 
Avhen  Ave  could  give  them  some  music  and  get  up 
some  sports  for  their  entertainment,  which  inAritation 
Avas  universally  accepted.  Then  the  last  of  our 
visitors  having  gone,  and  while  the  sloAvly-sinking 
sun  Avas  crimsoning  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and 
the  peaceful  valley  lay  bathed  in  the  afterglow  of 
departing  day,  Jack  and  I  strolled  doAvn  to  the 
Pawdeen  river  and  on  to  the  Inchigeela  Lakes. 
Then,  having  inspected  the  scene  of  our  projected 
operations  on  the  morrow,  we  returned  to  our  tent, 
retired  early,  and  passed  our  first  night  under  canvas 
very  comfortably,  lulled  to  sleep  by  the  subdued 
murmuring  of  a  mountain  stream  near  by. 

The  following  morning  we  rose  early,  and  watched 
the  rising  sun  dispel  the  mists  that  overhung  the 
mountains  and  the  valley  below,  the  while  we 
Hang,  "The  morning  breaks,  the  shadows  flee," 
and  "  Hail,  smiling  morn  that  tips  the  hills  Avith 
gold."  Jack  cooked  the  ham  and  eggs  as  if  to  the 
manner  born  or  trained.  I  took  upon  myself  the 
duties  of  putting  the  tent  in  order. .  After  breakfast, 
my  friend  Jack  and  Con  Keily  set  off  to  fetch 
the  boat  from  Ballingcary,  leaving  me  to  fish  the 
mountain  stream  close  at  hand  doAvn  to  the 
Pawdeen  river,  and  await  their  return  with  the 
boat  at  the  lake.  Two  brace  and  a  half  of  trout 
I  took  with  the  fly  in  the  rough  waters  of  the 
PaAvdeen— at  the  mouth  of  which  during  our  visit 
there  were  plenty  of  salmon  patiently  waiting  for 
a  spate — and  then  I  hastened  to  the  Inchigeela 
Lakes,  which  I  reached  in  time  to  see  the  boat 
negotiating  a  spur  of  the  mountain. 

In  a  few  minutes  she  drew  alongside,  when  we 
made  preparations  for  a  bout  with  the  pike, 
wonderful  tales  having  been  related  to  us  of  the  big 


specimens  Inchigeela  Lakes  are  reputed  to  contain. 
Alas !  we  had  come  to  Ireland  totally  unprepared 
for  pike  fishing  ;  all  our  rods  were  fly  rods,  and  one 
onlyi  the  one  1  Avas  using,  was  fitted  Avith  a  spinning 
top.  But  we  both  had  some  spinning  tackles  for 
lake  trout;  so  with  these  and  two  reliable  trout 
rods  Ave  made  shift.  For  some  considerable  time 
we  trolled  Avith  spoon  and  artificial  minnow  without 
a  run,  without  even  a  sign. 

Thoroughly  disgusted,  and  Avith  grave  doubts  as 
to  Avhether  there  were  any  pike  at  all  in  the  water 
forming  on  the  tip  of  my  tongue,  and  ripe  for 
expression  in  strong  terms,  I  Avithdrew  my  rod  and 
took  a  spell  at  the  oars. 

At  last,  after  pulling  up  and  down  the  Avest  side 
of  the  lake  and  skirting  the  Aveeds  as  near  as  was 
consistent  with  safety,  "  whirr  "  went  the  reel — 
music  ever  pleasant  to  an  angler's  ear — and  following 
a  tussle  of  a  few  minutes'  duration,  Ave  landed  our 
first  fish,  a  jack  of  2^\h.  Brown  Owl. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE    KEAPPEARANCE    OF  THE 
CRAYFISH,  AND  ITS  USE 
AS  A  BAIT. 


Successive  restockings  by  the  local  angling 
societies,  particularly  at  Reading  and  Oxford,  with 
fry  hatched  out  from  ova  brought  from  more  dis- 
tant waters,  has  restored  the  perch  fishing  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Thames  to  something  of  its 
former  standard  of  excellence.  The  same  meed  of 
success  has  not.  however,  attended  the  efforts 
made  at  Oxford  to  reintroduce  the  crayfish.  These 
interesting  little  crustaceans  were  exceedingly 
plentiful  in  the  watershed  of  the  Thames  until  the 
appearance  of  the  epidemic,  Avhich  some  twenty  years 
or  so  ago  played  Avidespread  havoc  with  the  perch, 
and  a  season  or  two  later  Avas  followed  by  the 
total  disappearance  of  the  crayfish.  Whether  this 
outbreak,  among  the  perch  and  the  crayfish  Avas 
due  to  the  same  epidemic,  transmitted  from  the 
former  to  the  latter  in  a  more  A-irulent  form,  or 
Avhether  it  Avas  due  to  tAVO  distinct  epidemics  has, 
so  far  as  I  know  to  the  contrary,  never  been  satis- 
factorily determined.  In  regard  to  the  perch, 
its  ravages  were  confined  exclusively  to  the  Thames 
and  portions  of  its  affluents.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  malady  by  AA'hich  the  crayfi.sh  were  attacked 
formed  a  zone  of  infection  stretching  across  Europe 
as  far  as  Sweden  and  Norway,  and  decimating 
numerous  intermediate  continental  streams. 

If  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  the  discovery 
that  something  was  Avrong  Avith  the  crayfish  was 
made  by  Mr.  W.  Kelson,  the  then  secretary  of  the 
Oxford  Angling  Society,  and  myself,  as  we  were 
walking  one  morning  between  Folly  Bridge  and 
Osney  Lock,  whither  Ave  were  bound  with  the 
object  of  finding  a  suitable  spot  for  laying  down  a 
perch  hatching  apparatus  in  the  ensuing  breeding 
season.  Just  as  we  were  opposite  the  gasworks, 
an  establishment  which  at  one  period  was  a  fertile 
source  of  destruction  to  the  fish  between  that 
point  and  Iffley  Lock,  our  attention  was  attracted 
by  a  line  of  dead  crayfish  along  the  side  of  the 
river  on  which  we  were  walking.  They  were  lying 
there  literally  in  hundreds,  and  had  turned  from 
their  normal  colour  to  a  light  piak,  Avhich  gave 
them  all  the  appearance  of  having  been  par- 
boiled. At  first  we  naturally  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  the  people  at  the  gasworks  had  utilised  the 
river  for  disposing  of  some  of  their  superfluous 
waste  products.  Subsequently,  on  our  joint  report, 
it  was  a  subject  of  debate  Avith  the  committee  of 
the  angling  society  Avhether  there  were  sufficient 
grounds  for  instituting  a  prosecution  for  wilful 
pollution  against  the  directors  of  the  company. 
For-  several  days  folloAving  a  careful  supervision 
was  exercised  over  the  gasworks  by  the  honorary 
bailiffs  of  the  society,  than  Avhora  a  more  hard- 
Avorking  and  enthusiastic  body  of  river  Avatchers  it 
would  have  been  difficult  to  find,  and  by  others 
interested  in  the  maintenance  and  preservation  of 
the  city  fisheries.  Any  idea  of  a  prosecution  was, 
however,  quickly  knocked  on  the  head  by  the  reports 
which  subsequently  reached  the  headquarters  of 
the  society.  These,  in  so  many  words,  stated  that 
in  the  Port  Mea^low  stream — the  broad  stretch  of 
water  between  Medley  Lock  and  Godstow — and  for 
a  long  distance  upwards  towards  Lechlade,  the 
crayfish,  literally  in  thousands,  were  to  be  seen 
lying  dead  in  and  along  the  edges  of  the  shallows. 


Although  from  even  a  cursory  inspection  it  was  ■ 
evident  that  the  epidemic  was  of  a  very  virulent 

and  extensive  character,  crayfish  had  always  been  I 

so  exceedingly  plentiful  around  Oxford  that  it  A\as  ; 

naturally  assumed  that  the  stock  Avould  in  cour.sc  i 

of  time  recover  from  its  effects,  and  crayfi.shint;  i 

would  go  on  as  heretofore.  The  doctrine  of  the  I 
survival  of  the  fittest  did  not,  however,  in  this 

particular  instance  hold  good,  because  in  the  fol-  j 
lowing  season  any  such  hope  Avas  rudely  dispelled 

by  the  disquieting  reports  Avhich  came  to  hand  i 

from  all  parts  of  the  district,  each  speaking  of  the  j 
groAving  scarcity  of  the  craylish. 

Among  the  first  to  complain  were  the  local  j 
watermen,  Avho  up  to  that  time  had  considerably 
augmented  their  incomes  by  crayfishing,  but  avcio 

now  unable  to  catch  a  single  crayfish,  and  then  it  Avas  ; 

we  realised  that  these  delicious  little  crustaceans  had  | 

entirely  disappeared  from  the  Thames.  But  bad  j 
as  this  was,  there  was  yet  worse  news  to  foUoAs  . 

Almost  simultaneously  with  the  intimation  that  ' 

they  had  disappeared  from  the  Thames,  it  Avas  dis-  j 
covered  that  the  epidemic  had  visited  and  had 

ravaged  the  loAver  parts  of  the  Letch,  the  Wind-  < 

rush,  the  Evenlode,  the  Oxford  Canal,  the  Cherwell,  | 

and  innumerable  smaller  Avatercourses  and  ditches,  ; 

all  of  Avhich,  prior  to  the  outbreak,  had  been  prolilic  j 

craylLshing  grounds.  ' 

To  those  of  us  who  devoted  our  attention  to  chub  j 

fishing,  the  disappearance  of  the  crayfish  was  a  | 

matter  Avhich  came  little  short  of  a  calamity.  I 

Among  the  whole  range  of  baits  there  is  nothing  so  ! 

attractive  to  the  omnivorous  appetite  of  Master  ; 

Chavender  as  a  crayfish  tail  floated  doAvn  about  , 

mid-water  to  his  hold.    You  may  try  him  with  | 

every  conceivable  substance  that  may  be  converted  | 

into  a  lure,  and  he  Avill,  on  occasion,  refu.se  them  ; 

one  after  another  in  the  most  disappointing  fashion,  j 

Not  improbably,  memories  arise  in  his  mind  of  I 
how  painfully  a  similar  looking  dainty  stung  bin 

mouth  the  last  time  he  endeavoured  to  sample  ir,  ^ 

and,  Avith  the  wisdom  bom  of  experience,  he  let  s  i 

it  severely  alone.    But  be  he  never  so  Avary  and  : 

disinclined  to  feed,  it  is  seldom  that  he  can  resist  j 

the  fascination  exercised  by  the  delicate  pink  and  , 

Avhite  flesh  of  a  well  boiled  crayfish.    At  the  sight,  } 

and  not  improbably  the  scent,  of  it,  caution,  or  i 

Avhat  ansAvers  to  its  equivalent  in  the  waters,  is  I 

allowed  to   go  to  the   Avinds,  and  the  inviting  1 

morsel  is  gulped  doAvn  with  a  dash  Avhich  makes  : 

the  float  vanish  Avith  pretty  much  the  same  rapidity  j 

of  exit  as  that  displayed  by  Brother  Tadger  at  the  . 

Brick  Lane  Junction  temperance  meeting,  and  | 

another  item  is  added  to  the  piscine  bills  of  j 
mortality.    In  fact,  so  exceedingly  tempting  is  the 

crayfish  tail  as  a  bait  that  frequently  in  shallow  j 

Avater,  and  in  full  view  of  the  fish,  I  have  taken  , 

lu.sty  chub  of  from  2lb.  to  2i\h.  from  one  of  my  i 

favourite  spots  on  the  Cherwell.    Over  and  over  ; 

again  the  same  fish,  tried  for  under  precisely  similar  ; 

conditions,  have  refused  artificial  tails  artistically  j 
modelled  from  pink   and  white   paste,  only  to 

succumb  to  temptation  immediately  the  artificial  I 

Avas  replaced  by  the  real  article.    Usually,  cheese  ! 

paste  and  lobAvorms  are  each  of  them  very  taking  j 

baits  in  Avaters  where  chub  exist  in  any  quantity,  i 

As  an  illustration  of  the  killmg  powers  of  the  ' 

crayfish  tail,  on  a  well-remembered  and  memorable  i 

occasion  ray  friend  the  late  Mr.  Louis  Kelson,  ] 

one   of   the  cleverest  and   most  genial   anglers  i 

Avho  ever  handled  a  rod,  and  I  visited  a  length  i 

of    the   Cherwell  we  had   ne\-er  fished  before.  ' 

My  dear  old  chum  started  Avork  with  crayfish  | 

tails  whilst  I  restricted  my  efforts  to  lobs  and  I 

cheese  paste.  It  is  true  I  caught  the  three  largest  | 
fish,  a  fine  brace  and  a  half  of  chub  turning  the 

scale  at  a  little  over  101b.,  but  he  capped  the  bag  > 
as  regards  numbers.    What  the  catch  weighed  in 

the  aggregate  I  am  unable  to  state  at  the  moment,  , 

but  suffice  it  to  say,  it  filled  a  full-sized  mackintosh,  i 

and  Avas  just  about  as  much  as  I  could  lift  to  my  j 

shoulder  single-handed.    In  fact,  such  a  take  Avitli  j 

rod  and  line  had  never  before  been  seen  on  tiie  i 
Cherwell.    Needless  to  add,  it  caused  no  end  of  a 

commotion  when  on  the  road  home  Ave  arrived  at  | 

the  Victoria  Ferry  Inn,  Avhere  Ave  were,  in  plain  1 

language,  accused  of  night-lming  by  some  of  the  i 

regular  frequenters  of  the  establishment,  and  who,  ' 

unless  rumour  scandalously  belied  them,  were  not  \ 

altogether  strangers  to  that  particular  method  of  j 

illicit  fishing.  '( 

I  could,  if  space  permitted,  cite  numerous  other  fl 

heavy  catches  of  chub  effected  by  this  irresistible  j 

lure,  which  fortunately  was  only  knoivn  to  a  some-  ' 

what  limited  circle  of  local  anglers,  and  who  took  \ 
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care  to  keep  their  knowledge  to  themselves.  What  I 
have  already  said  will,  I  think,  however,  be  suflScient 
to  show  that  the  watermen  and  the  anglers  had 
each  sustained  a  great  and  regrettable  loss.  Imme- 
diately the  executive  of  the  Oxford  Angling 
Society  realised  the  situation,  numerous  efforts 
were  made  by  the  importation  of  fresh  stock  from 
other  parts  of  the  country  to  repair  the  mischief, 
but  apparently  without  avail.  At  odd  and  infre- 
quent intervals  the  capture  of  isolated  specimens 
of  craySsh  was  recorded,  but  tliese  were  unfor- 
tunately few  and  far  between,  and  merely  served 
to  raise  hopes  which  were  doomed  to  end  in  dis- 
appointment. 

Time,  however,  works  wonders.  A  fortnight  ago 
I  paid  a  flying  visit  to  Oxford,  and  whilst  there 
called  on  my  old  friend..  Charles  Cox,  the  custodian 
of  the  University  bathing  place  at  Parsons  Pleasure 
on  the  Chemell.  What  Charles  does  not  know- 
about  the  river  and  its  inhabitants  leaves  very 
little  unutilised  knowledge  lying  in  the  gutter  for 
anyone  else  to  pick  up.  In  the  course  of  our  con- 
versation I  spoke  regretfully  of  the  palmy  days  of 
the  crayfish,  and  inquired  whether  by  any  chance 
there  were  any  about.  The  reply  was  as  unexpected 
as  it  was  satisfactory.  -'They  are  coming  back 
again,"  he  replied,  "and  there  is  a  prospect  of 
their  being  found  in  the  Thames  once  more." 
Thea  he  went  on  to  inform  me  that  only  on  the 
previous  week  he  and  his  son  had  found  ten  good- 
sized  specimens  close  to  a  stank  drivea  in  the 
lower  Cherwell  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  repau-s. 
Occasionally  in  the  past  two  or  three  years  he  had 
taken  others,  which  had  bean  carefully  returned. 
This  fact,  to  my  mind,  conclusively  proves  that  the 
disease  has  run  its  course,  and  that  the  waters  of 
the  Cherwell  are  now  inhabitable  so  far  as  the 
crayfish  are  concerned. 

What  applies  to  the  Clierwell  in  a  great  measure 
will  apply  to  the  Thames  also,  because  it 
demonstrates  that  they  are  pushing  downstream 
towards  the  latter  river,  and  although  I  do  not 
anticipate  that  it  will  be  possible  to  make  the 
Oxford  reaches  of  our  -'royal  river"'  such  prolific 
Cray  fisheries  as  they  were' in  my  younger  days,  there 
is  at  least  a  reasonable  prospect  of  their  once  more 
yielding  a  fair  harvest  of  these  valuable  fresh-water 
crustaceans.  G.  E.  Simms. 


NATIONAL  SEA  FISHERIES' 
PROTECTION  ASSOCIATION. 


MEETING  AT  ABERDEEN. 


All  interested  in  our  sea  fisheries  should  obtain 
a  copy  of  the  Aherdeen  Dailij  Journal  of  Oct.  5 
and  6,  containing  a  report,  forty-six  feet  in  length, 
of  the  interesting  proceedings,  and  in  addition  a 
leader,  which  we  reproduce  here,  as  it  gives  an 
admirable  summary  of  the  affair. 

"For  the  first  time  in  its  history,  the  National 
Sea  Fisheries'  Protection  Association  has  met  in 
Scotland.     This  departure  from  the  usual  rule 
having   been    made,    it  was    appropriate  that 
Aberdeen  should  have  been  chosen  as  the  meeting- 
place.      As  a   fishing  centre  Aberdeen  enjoys 
unchallenged  supremacy  in  Scotland,  and  within 
the  whole  United  Kingdom  there  are  not  more 
than  one  or  two  ports  at  the  most  that  are  more 
deeply  interested  in  the  great  industry.    It  was 
also  appropriate  that  in  the  programme  of  business 
at  the  Conference  the  first  place  should  have  been 
given  to  the  question  of  trawling  in  the  Moray 
Firth,  which  for  years  has  so  largely  engrossed 
attention  in  Scottish  fishery  circles.    Although  at 
yesterday's  (Oct.  4)  conference  the  matter  was 
threshed  out  on  both  sides  at  great  length  and 
with  considerable  ability,  it  can  scarcely  be  said 
that  much  ne*/  light  was  thrown  upon  it.    That  is 
not  to  \y(:  wondered  at,  because  again  and  again 
the  problem  has  been  di3cus.scd  hy  representatives 
of  both  classes  of  fishermen  and  of  the  fish  trade, 
and  discussed  from  every  possible  point  of  view. 
No  one  who  takes  the  trouble  of  going  through 
■with  care  our  voluminous  report  of  yesterday's 
proceedings  will  have,  we  imagine,  much  difficulty 
in  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the  existing  state 
of  affairs  is  unsatisfactory — not  alone  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  trawling  branch  of  the  industry, 
but  from  the  point  of  view  also  of  the  line 
fishermen,  in  who.so  interest  the  bye-law  which  is 
the  subject  of  controversy  was  pas-sed. 
"Line  fishermen  on  the  shores  of  the  Moray 


Firth  desire  that  the  2000  square  miles  of  water 
embraced  in  the  prohibited  area  should  bo  closed 
to  trawling,  because  they  believe  that  that  method 
of  fishing  is  prejudicial  to  their  calling.  It  destroys 
the  spawn,  they  say,  and  drives  the  fish  from 
their  usual  haunts.  Whether  this  belief  is  justified 
is  a  question  on  which  opinions  differ ;  but  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  line  fishermen  entertain 
it,  and,  of  course,  they  are  quite  entitled  to  demand 
the  remedy  of  what  they  consider  a  very  serious 
evil.  But  does  the  closing  of  the  Moray  Firth 
remove  their  ground  of  com^jlaint  ?  Admittedly  it 
does  not.  Complaints  of  a  decline  in  the  line 
fishing  are  as  rife  at  present  as  ever  they  were,  and 
yet  the  closure  has  been  in  operation  for  something 
like  thirteen  years.  It  was  urged  by  some  of  the 
speakers  yesterday  that  trawling  is  not  injurious  to 
line  fishing — that  no  substantial  and  reliable  proof 
to  that  effect  has  yet  been  forthcoming.  But, 
assuming  that  the  contention  of  the  line  fishermen 
is  sound,  the  rca.son  why  tlicy  are  not  deriving  the 
benefit  that  they  exj^ectod  from  the  closure  would 
seem  to  be  very  simple.  The  fishery  board  bye- 
law  notwithstanding,  the  Moray  Firth  is  not  now 
and  never  has  been  closed  to  trawling.  While 
Scottish  and  English  trawlers  are  excluded  from 
what  they  regard  as  a  very  productive  fishing 
ground,  foreign  trawlers  enjoy  the  right — which 
they  do  not  fail  to  exercise — of  reaping  the  abun- 
dant harvest  to  be  found  there.  That  the  line 
fishermen  recognise  this  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  they  have  strongly  demanded  the  exclusion 


of  foreigners — a  course  which  is  impossible,  inas- 
much as,  apart  from  the  three-mile  limit,  the  firth 
is  an  extra-territorial  arm  of  the  sea,  and  there  is 
no  hope  of  securing  the  assent  of  other  powers  to 
such  an  arrangement. 

"Not  only  have  the  fishermen  failed  to  attain 
their  object  under  the  bye-law,  but  the  same  re- 
mark applies  to  the  fishery  board.  The  purpose  of 
prohibiting  trawling  within  the  waters  of  the 
Moray  Firth  ostensibly  was  to  enable  observations 
to  be  made  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  assumptions  of  the  line  fishermen  were  well- 
founded.  To  a  certain  extent,  investigations  have 
been  and  continue  to  be  made  by  the  board,  but 
their  value  must  necessarily  be  largely  discounted 
by  the  fact  that  trawling  still  goes  on.  If,  as  the 
board  may  have  hoped,  foreigners  had  been  good 
enough  to  leave  the  Moray  Firth  alone,  there 
might  have  been  some  excuse  for  i-etaining  the 
bye-law.  As  the  foreigners  have  acted  differently, 
it  is  difficult  to  understand  what  valid  reason  the 
board  can  give  for  keeping  the  bye-law  in  force. 
If  trawling  had  wholly  ceased,  the  board  might 
have  been  able  to  discover  what  the  effect  was  on 
the  productive  capacity  of  the  grounds,  and  to 
draw  valuable  conclusions  from  the  results,  but  the 
presence  of  foreign  trawlers  from  day  to  day  in  the 
firth  would  seem  to  render  this  impossible. 

"And,  of  course,  our  own  trawlers  have  a 
distinct  grievance.  If  foreign  as  well  as  British 
trawlers  were  excluded  from  the  firth,  the  latter, 
though  they  might  atill  feel  justified  in  protesting. 
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would  not  have  so  much  to  say  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  But  when  they  find  one  of  the  best 
tishing  grounds  situated  at  their  very  doors 
preserved  for  foreigners  alone,  British  trawlers 
have  undoubtedly  strong  ground  for  comjjlaint. 
This  must  surely  be  allowed  by  the  staunchest 
friends  of  the  line  fishermen.  It  is  grossly 
anomalous  that  our  own  foUow-countrymcn  should 
be  debarred  under  very  heavy  penalties  from 
doing  in  our  own  home  waters  what  foreigners  are 
at  perfect  libcrtj'-  lo  do.  if  the  Moray  Firth 
fishing  grounds  arc  in  any  case  to  be  trawled,  then 
on  every  principle  of  justice  and  fairness  our  own 
fishermen  should  be  allowed  to  have  a  hand  jn  the 
work.  The  fish  trade  has  likewise  a  grievance. 
Foreign  trawlers  arc  prohibited  from  landing  in 
Scottish  ports  fish  caught  in  the  Moray  Firth,  but, 
curiously  enough,  this  restriction  does  not  apply 
to  English  ports.  The  result  is  that  the  Scottish 
llsh-buyers,  ti.'^h-curers,  and  railway  companies  are 
prevented  from  handling  any  of  the  trawled 
produce  of  the  firth.  In  behalf  of  the  line 
fishermen,  it  is  suggested  that  a  remedy  would  be 
found  in  extending  the  restriction  against  landing 
the  catches  to  English  j)orts.  Such  a  plan  would 
certainly  put  the  Scottish  and  English  fish  trades 
on  an  equality,  but  it  would  not  mean  the  cessation 
of  foreign  trawling.  It  would  just  mean  that  the 
whole  profit  of  the  traffic  and  the  whole  benefit  of 
the  increased  food  supply  would  go  to  foreign 
countries,  with  the  obvious  result  that  we  would  be 
in  a  worse  plight  than  we  are  even  at  present.  In 
all  the  circumstances,  it  must  be  very  evident  that 
something  requires  to  be  done." 


"WHEEE  THE  SUN  SETS."* 


The  author  of  this  remarkable  book  says  in  his 
preface  that  he  belongs  to  a  "  Coterie  of  Wanderers ' ' 
who  make  it  a  point  to  foregather  in  London  during 
the  month  of  May — that  is,  as  many  of  them  as 
happen  to  be  in  England  at  that  festive  season. 
One  of  the  rules  of  the  Coterie  is  that  a  candidate, 
before  he  can  join  it,  must  have  spent  at  least  a 
fifth  of  his  life  abroad.  At  their  reunions  they  are 
expected  to  recount  any  striking  adventures  in 
which  they  have  taken  part,  the  only  condition 
being  that  a  contribution  be  edifying  as  well  as 
entertaining,  and  that  in  its  main  points  it  must 
be  true.  The  present  volume  is  the  result  of  notes 
taken  at  the  meetings  by  the  author. 

The  author  has  managed  to  convey  an  air  of 
mystery,  both  as  to  the  existence  at  all  of  this 
"  Coterie  of  Wanderers  "  as  well  as  of  the  stories 
they  tell ;  but  one  must  assume  that  the  nine 
stories  contained  in  this  volume  are  all  true,  with  a 
truthfulness  perhaps  somewhat  intensified,  "  as  a 
painter  lightens  or  darkens  his  colours  without  in 
the  least  changing  the  truth  of  the  scene  he 
portrays." 

The  stories  are  all  interesting,  and  they  have 
this  element  of  novelty  and  freshness  that  they  for 
the  most  part  describe  life  in  the  islands  of  the 
Southern  Pacific.  The  author  himself  has  dwelt 
long  among  these  islands,  from  Tahiti  westward  to 
Fiji,  and  from  Tonga  northward  to  Hawaii ;  he  has 
seen  more  of  the  native  races,  and  understands 
them  better,  than  most  people;  he  is  of  opinion, 
however,  that  white  men  never  can  quite  imder- 
stand  these  coloured  people.  "  The  brown  man 
knows,"  he  says,  "  by  some  subtile  sense,  exactly 
what  his  friend  or  foe  is  thinking  or  feeling,  so 
there  is  no  need  of  expression  by  words" — an 
instinctive  intuition  which  white  races  seem  to 
have  lost,  if  they  ever  possessed  it.  It  is  on  this 
theory  that  the  first  story,  Where  the  Sun  Sets," 
rests.  The  book  is  one  M'hich,  from  the  un- 
hackneyed freshness  of  the  scenes  it  describes,  as 
well  as  the  pleasant  style  in  which  it  is  written,  is 
sure  to  attract  a  good  deal  of  attention.  The 
author  is  a  true  lover  of  nature,  and  he  describes 
the  scenery  of  the  islands  and  the  curious  manners 
and  customs  of  the  natives  in  simple,  plain 
language,  which  has  always  an  air  of  poetry  running 
through  it.  His  comparisons  of  the  simplicity  and 
innocent  lives  of  the  natives  before  they  were 
contaminated  by  so-called  civilisation  are  always 
scornfully  in  favour  of  the  native  races. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


*  "Where  the  Sun  Sets:  Memories  from  other 
Years  and  liUiids."  By  Fi  ancis  Sinclair.  London  : 
Sampson  Low  &  Co.,  Ltd.  8vo.,  pp.  450,  cloth 
extru. 


SALMON  PISHING  IN  NEW- 
FOUNDLAND. 


THE  SEASON  OF  1905. 


I  THINK  salmon  experts  are  now  pretty  well 
agreed  that  the  best  way,  the  only  way,  to  increase 
salmon  is  to  keep  the  rivers  free  from  nets  and 
other  obstructions,  and  to  guard  against  the  inevit- 
able poacher.  The  results  of  this  policy  in  New- 
founciland  is  an  object-lesson  showing  how  the  fish 
will  increase  and  multiply  if  they  are  only  allowed 
free  access  to  their  spawning  grounds. 

Years  ago  the  (Jander  was  the  grandest  salmon 
river  in  the  colony,  2000  tierces,  worth  $10,000, 
used  to  be  taken  by  the  net  fishers  in  its  estuary 
— excessive  netting  and  barring  brought  it  down 
to  less  than  ;{0  tierces.  Two  years  ago  we  stojiped 
all  netting  in  the  river.  The  result  this  season  is 
apparent.  The  river  is  full  of  lish,  and  the  net 
fishermen  admit  that  it  is  their  best  catch  for 
thirty  years. 

This  new  departure  of  removing  the  nets  from 
the  river  was  bitterly  opposed,  but  as  the  whole 
south  and  west  coast  has  had  a  splendid  salmcn 
fishing  this  year,  there  will  be  no  more  opposition 
to  a  measure  which  has  resulted  in  such  benefits. 
The  Newfoundland  rivers  differ  in  their  seasons  a 
good  deal.  The  southern  ones  are  much  earlier 
than  those  on  the  northern  and  N.E.  coast.  All 
were  affected  by  the  cold  spring  and  heavy  rains. 
The  two  Codroy  rivers  on  the  S.W.  coast  are  the 
most  frequented  by  anglers.  Tlie  early  fishing  was 
not  so  good,  therefore,  as  last  year  owing  to  the 
floods ;  the  fish  did  not  stay  in  the  lower  pools, 
but  pushed  right  on. 

I  had  predicted  that,  owing  to  the  careful  pro- 
tection of  the  rivers,  there  would  not  only  be  an 
immense  increase  in  the  fish,  but  salmon  of  record 
weights  would  be  taken.  I  ventured  to  make  this 
statement  from  information  given  me  by  the 
wardens  of  the  enormous  fish  they  had  seen  lying  in 
the  pools  late  in  the  season.  Sir  Bryan  Leighton 
dissented  from  my  views,  but  he  has  reason  now 
to  change  his  mind.  Fishing  in  Grand  river,  Codroy, 
this  season  he  hooked  and  held  for  half  an  hour 
a  monster  salmon,  which  he  declares  was  from 
35lb.  to  401b.  ;  he  junked  twice  quite  close  to  Sir 
Bryan,  and  as  he  hatl  experience  of  very  big  fish 
in  British  Columbia  he  would  be  a  good  judge  of 
weights.  There  were  several  fish  of  2Clb.  and 
25lb.  taken  in  the  Grand  river  this  season,  and 
hundreds  of  grilse  and  trout.  I  have  not  heard  yet 
of  anything  over  these  weights,  nor  have  we  yet 
got  in  the  full  return  from  either  Grand  or  little 
Codroy  river.  A  Mr.  Duggett,  a  Boston  lawyer, 
generally  gets  the  record  fish — last  season  it  was  a 
36-pounder,  with  numbers  of  salmon  of  20Ib.  and 
upwards. 

Sir  Bryan  Ixighton  fully  agrees  with  me  that 
Terra  Nova  is  one  of  the  finest  salmon  rivers  he  has 
ever  seen,  and  contains  the  most  splendid  pools. 
Owing  to  its  precipitous  banks  and  the  numerous 
rapids,  it  is  a  very  dilficult  river  to  get  about  on 
with  a  canoe.  This  year  there  was  an  awful 
plague  of  flies.  I  have  never  seen  anything  like  it. 
Sir  Bryan  and  Lady  Leighton,  and  all  the  other 
anglers,  were  fairly  driven  away  by  these  pests.  I 
suppose  it  was  owing  to  the  abnormal  damp 
weather.  In  1904  I  was  camped  for  weeks  on  the 
river,  and  M  as  never  troubled  by  the  mosquitoes. 
This  season  I  could  not  stand  it,  and  had  to  fly. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Millais,  with  a  companion,  an  Indian, 
and  two  Newfoundland  guides,  with  four  canoes,  is 
crossing  the  island  from  Bay  D'Espoin  to  either 
Red  Indian  Lake  or  Bay  St.  George.  It  is  not 
known  yet  where  he  will  come  out.  As  he  is  a 
geographer  as  well  as  an  artist  and  a  sportsman, 
his  adventurous  trip  will  add  largely  to  our  know- 
ledge of  the  Newfoundland  interior,  hitherto  a 
terra  incognita.  Mr.  F.  C.  Selous  will,  on  his  next 
hunting  trip,  cross  from  Red  Indian  Lake  to  La 
Porte  on  the  south  coast.  D.  W.  Pkowse. 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland. 


There  are  several  species  of  fish  whose  migrations 
are  extremely  capricious,  and  this  circumstance  is 
noticed  more  frequently  among  the  Clupmidce,  or 
herring  tribe,  than  any  other  family.  It  has  in  some 
yeaia  happened,  as  in  178G  and  1787,  that  no  pil- 
chards have  been  taken  off  our  coasts — in  other  years 
they  are  very  scarce,  while  generally  they  are  abun- 
dant. They  sometimes  appear  off  the  Devon  Coast 
before  visiting  their  own  peculiar  locality. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Beporta  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  2>ost  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tliames.  —  Genebai,  Remarks. — The  river  has 
very  little  stream  and  sport  has  been  very  poor. 
In  fact  the  whole  season  up  to  the  present  has  not 
yielded  the  usual  average  of  good  fish.  Small  roach 
and  barbel  are  being  caught,  but  until  there  is  a 
heavy  flood  matters  will  not  bo  very  rosy.  In 
addition  to  the  water  being  very  clear  the  leaves 
are  falling  in  myriads,  and  until  they  have  gone 
few  good  taU(!s  are  likely  to  be  recorded.  The  t;idal 
water,  howev(!r,  offers  the  best  possibilities  at 
present.  At  Old  Windsor,  last  week,  Mr.  Bailey, 
of  Egham,  caught  an  81b.  curp,  which  ho  landed  in 
a  pail,  having  no  net.  A  few  small  jack  have  been 
had  at  Sunbury,  and  two  or  three  good  parch  have 
been  caught  at  Goring  and  Marlow.  After  a  vaca- 
tion of  ton  weeks  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board 
resumed  its  sittings  on  Monday,  when  the  removal 
of  the  Teddington  lock-keeper  was  mentioned.  The 
General  Purposes  Committee  presented  the  follow- 
ing report  upon  this  subject: — "  The  attention  of 
the  Committee  has  been  called  to  a  report  from  the 
solicitor,  dated  July  25,  that  A.  Waters,  the  lock- 
keeper  at  Teddington  Lock,  leported  to  Deputy- 
Inspector  Pimm  that  on  June  28  H.  Dove,  A. 
Knott,  and  H.  Hancock  assaulted  him,  made 
use  of  ob8;ene  language,  and  threw  stones  ; 
the  lock-keeper's  statement  was  in  due  course 
taken  by  Mr.  Glenshaw,  principal  clerk  to  the 
snlicitor,  and  summon-es  were  issued.  The 
case  was  hoard  at  Sunbury  on  July  24,  ana 
convictions  were  obtained  against  Dove  and 
Knott  on  all  three  summonses,  but  that  against 
Hancock  had  to  be  withdrawn  owing  to  Waters 
when  in  the  witness  box  siying  he  was  unable 
to  give^any  evidence  connecting  Hancock  with  the 
offences,  and  that  although  Hancock  was  present 
he  did  not  assault  him,  nor  use  bad  language  nor 
throw  stones.  That  an  inquiry  was  held  by  the 
SoL'retary  on  July  28  into  the  circumstances,  when 
it  was  shown  that  although"Waters  had  on  the  day 
of  the  trial  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  Mr. 
Glenshaw,  Inspector  Laurie,  and  Deputy-Inspector 
Pimm,  he  did  not  mention  the  doubt  he  expressed 
in  the  witness  box  as  to  Hancoak  being  im- 
plicated. The  inquiry  also  showed  that  Hancock 
had  called  on  the  lock-keep?r  several  days  before 
the  trial  and  expressed  his  regret.  The  com- 
mittee report  that  they  strongly  deprecate  the 
action  Waters  took  in  the  matter,  and  to  mark 
their  disapproval  o/  the  same  they  have  reduced 
his  position  by  removing  him  to  Molesey  Lock  at 
the  wages  of  31s.  psr  week  with  an  allowance  of 
23.  per  week  for  duties  in  connection  with  the  weir, 
and  have  transferred  W.  H.  Marsh,  the  lock-keeper 
at  Molesey,  to  Teddington,  at  the  wages  of  34s. 
per  week,  with  an  allowance  of  58.  per  week  for 
duties  in  connection  with  the  record  of  the  flow  of 
the  water.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Marsh  subsequently 
declined  the  offer  of  lock-keeper  at  Teddington, 
and  the  post  was  then  offered  to  and  accepted  by 
Mr.  F.  Eagle,  of  Penton  Hook,  and  Mr.  Waters 
was  transferred  to  Penton  Hook  in  his  place." — 

F.  H.  AlIl'HLETT. 

Thames  (Henley). — With  the  river  Jow,  and 
water  very  bright,  with  scarcely  any  stream,  fishing 
under  the  above  conditions  little  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  during  the  past  week.  A  few  nice  perch 
have  been  caught,  as  also  have  some  jack  up  to 
6|lb.,  while  some  fairly  good  bags  of  roach  have 
been  made  during  the  last  hour  or  so  of  fishing. 
By  the  way,  the  take  of  chub  caught  by  Mr.  Lee 
while  fishing  with  J.  Sargeant  which  I  mentioned 
in  my  last  week's  notes  the  best  fish  should  have 
read  3|lb.  instead  of  2Jlb.  Mr.  Young  and  friend, 
in  three  days'  fishing  with  G.  Smith,  has  taken 
upwards  of  301b.  of  roach,  with  fish  up  to  1  lb.  4oz. 
Mr.  T.  Batt,  fishing  with  E.  Pritchell,  has  taken 
some  nice  perch  from  the  Loddon  waters,  while  a 
patron  of  J.  James  has  taken  101b.  of  roach. 
Gudgeon  are  still  feeding  freely  at  times  in  the 
deeper  swims. — Stanley  Mead. 

Tliames  (Kichmond). — The  principal  takes  are 
W.  Mansell,  out  with  his  patrons,  14ilb.  of  roach, 
dace  and  bream,  181b.  and  91b,,  two  half^days,  (jlb. 
and  121b.  F.  Brown  has  also  given  his  patrons 
some  good  sport.  Mr.  Sigmund  has  had  two  nice 
little  takes  from  the  bank  ;  one  bank  angler  took  a 
roach  of  1  lb.  14oz.,  but  instead  of  being  preserved 
it  was  fried.  Best  baits,  breadcrust  and  gentles. — 
Gaynor  and  Son. 

Tliames  (Staines). — "  Otter  Hone,  "  out  withMr. 
A.  Usher,  caught  a  nice  basket  of  chub  and  jack. 
Out  with  Mr.  May  and  friend,  several  barbel  were 
taken  t)ver  41b.  Mr;  Biddle,  of  the  Staines  and 
Egham  A.S.,  had  a  nice  show  of  roa-'h  and  dac© 
over  201b.,  bank  fishing. — P.  H. 
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Thames  (Teddingrton  Weir).— Fishing  has  im- 
proved wonderfully  during  the  last  week,  and  would 
have  been  better  had  it  not  been  for  a  nasty  north 
wind.  I  got  in  two  days  with  Mr.  Percy  Curtis, 
twenty  dozen  roach  and  dace,  roach  up  to  fib. 
One  day,  Mr.  Staples,  201b.  of  good  roach ;  one  day, 
Mr.  Reeve,  221b.  roach,  two  perch ;  Mr.  Percy  also 
on  Sunday  with  Harry  Bishop  got  160  fine  roach. 
Mr.  I.  Isaacs  and  Mr.  Bamet  Cohen  with 
P.  McBride  got  a  fine  lot  of  roach  and  two  nice 
perch.  Mr.  Denniford  has  taken  two  jack  and  a 
fine  lot  of  roach  with  weed.  The  tides  will  suit  all 
right  next  week  after  Oct.  15. — Walter  McBride, 

Thames  (Wiaysbury). — The  river  is  very  bright, 
and  the  cold  wind  has  made  sport  uncertain. 
Out  with  Messrs.  Field  and  Smith,  a  3^1b.  chub, 
some  barbel  up  to  4Jlb.,  and  a  41b.  jack,  with  some 
very  good  roach  and  dace.  Jack  and  perch  will 
now  provide  the  best  sport,  and  roach  and  dace  on 
mild  days.  We  shall  want  a  little  colour  before 
getting  properly  among  the  chub. —  P.  Beown 
(Fisherman). 

Bottisham  Locks  (WaterbeaoH).— Of  late  the 
river  hag  been  low  and  clear,  the  results  most  days, 
with  the  continued  N.E.  winds,  small.  Creels  of 
mixed  fish  only  up  to  41b.  each  have  been  shown  by 
the  numerous  anglers  plying  the  rod.  On*  day, 
with  the  wind  turning  to  the  west,  improved  sport 
amongst  the  roach  and  silver  bream  was  had. 
Bags  up  to  8Jlb.  weighed  in.  Pike,  as  a  rule,  is 
now  the  principal  sport,  especially  after  the  river 
has  been  visited  by  the  weed  cutter.  Several  have 
been  had  in  the  lower  stretches  of  the  river,  largest 
fish  6^1b.,  live  baits  on  the  spot.  All  free  water  at 
the  locks.  No  Sunday  post. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District). — We  have 
had  two  and  a  half  days'  splendid  rain,  which  has 
benefited  the  river  greatly.  N.W.  winds  and  high 
tides  have  prevailed,  but  directly  the  ebb  sets  in 
roach  and  bream  have  come  actively  on  the  feed, 
and  good  bags  have  been  secured.  Pike  are 
be^nning  to  feed,  and  some  half-dozen  nice  little 
fish  of  about  31b.  or  so  were  taken  at  Salhouse  in 
one  reach  on  Oct.  8.  Other  similar  fish  have  been 
killed  on  the  Broad.  Roach  and  bream  take  white 
paste  and  brandlings  freely.  The  upper  waters  on 
my  last  visit,  teii  days  ago,  were  very  clear  and 
stale,  and  sport  bad,  but  I  expect  the  rains  have 
effected  a  welcome  alteration.  They  should  now 
begin  to  fish  well,  but  I  fear  the  big  fi^=h  are  far 
scarcer  there  than  in  former  days.  Mr.  Richmond's 
account  of  fishing  the  Ant  and  Barton  Broad  brings 
to  notice  a  comparatively  little  fished  river  and 
Broad,  which  often  shows  capital  sport,  but  local 
assistance  is  of  considerably  more  value  there  than 
on  many  of  our  waters.  Yachting  and  launch 
traffic  ij  now  much  reduced,  and  prospects  begin  to 
be  much  better. — C.  H.  Taylob. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  water  is 
still  very  low,  and  a  good  number  of  fish  ar©  in  the 
pools.  On  Oct.  8  the  Weir  pool  was  full  of  salmon 
and  peal,  and  they  will  doubtless  go  up  stream  the 
first  opportunity  for  the  spawning  season.  On 
the  whole  the  past  season  has  not  been  a  satisfac- 
tory one.  There  are  several  individual  anglers 
who  have  had  a  reaUy  good  time,  but  taken  col- 
lectively the  season  has  been  an  inferior  one.  Early 
salmon  were  plentiful,  and  some  good  catches  were 
made,  but  towards  the  close  matters  have  been 
very  quiet.  Not  nearly  so  many  peal  have  been 
taken  in  the  lower  waters,  whilst  trouting  on  the 
whole  has  been  disappointing.  A  noticeable  feature 
has  been  the  scarcity  of  bass  in  the  lower  waters, 
and  very  few  are  able  to  account  for  it. — Devonian. 

DeronsMre  Streams. — The  cold  weather  has 
been  against  salmon  fishing  in  the  Torridge, 
Okement,  and  Lew.  The  waters,  too,  are  low  and 
fine.  One  or  two  fish  have  been  landed,  but  each 
was  under  101b.  The  question  of  the  pollution  of 
the  Lemon  in  May  last  has  been  considered  by  the 
Teign  Board  of  Conservators.  Twelve  fish  were 
analysed,  and  all  were  found  to  have  died  from 
arsenic  poisining.  Tlie  mine  was  reported  to  have 
been  closed  down,  but  that  it  would  shortly  be  re- 
opened. A  report  dealing  with  the  pollution  from 
Mr.  Fryer  was  sent  to  the  owner,  who  wrote  asking 
to  know  what  the  Board  considered  should  be  done 
in  making  catchpits,  etc.,  to  safeguard  the  fish  in 
the  river.  The  conservators  have  decided  to  spend 
£10  in  restocking  the  Teign.  A  report  has  been 
submitted  to  the  City  Council  on  the  question  of  the 
depletion  of  the  Exowith  fish,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion is  to  restock  the  river,  the  fixing  of  a  size 
Umit,  and  a  hatchery. — Dkvonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  two  feet  of  fresh  water 
last  week-end  was  welcome,  though  only  a  third  of 

hat  we  wanted.    A  few  fish  found  their  way  up, 
■  it  they  don't  seem  to  have  run  far  up  the  river, 
lielow  Carlisle,  P.C.  Tliomas  Bone  has  had  four  fish, 
201b..  1.51b.,  121b.,  201b.  ;  W.  Barlow,  one,  81b. ; 
Mr.  Strong,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  J.  Waters,  one,  181b. ; 
nd  Dan  tllward,  one.    Probably  gome  have  been 
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killed  in  the  Warwick  and  Wetheral  waters,  but  the 
list  is  not  yet  to  hand.  Salmon  anglers  are  cursing 
their  luck  ;  they  had  a  poor  spring,  and  the  autumn 
fishing  seems  likely  to  be  a  frost.  It  must  be, 
unless  we  get  a  good  flood  very  soon. — Silver 
Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  some  fairly  heavy 
rains  have  fallen,  this  river  has  run  in  too  low  and 
clear  a  condition  to  permit  of  remunerative  sport 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  the  outlook  continues 
of  a  moderate  description.  A  fairly  good  number 
of  fresh  run  fish  have  passed  the  weir  at  Ruswarp, 
and  attained  the  upper  reaches.  Heavy  floods  are 
much  needed.  A  few  nice  fish  have  been  grassed, 
the  following  being  particulars  to  hand  at  the  time 
of  writing : — Mr.  R.  Linton,  one  of  51b  ;  Mr.  Buckle, 
jun.,  one  of  8 Jib. ;  Major  Buckle,  one  of  51b. ;  Dr. 
T.  H.  English,  one  of  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  Moore,  one  of 
131b.;  and  Miss  Barker,  one  of  101b.  There  has 
been  some  decrease  in  the  aggregate  catches  by  sea 
anglers,  these  having  been  effected  mainly  from  the 
piers  and  quays. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  In  the  Exe  and 
Creedy  some  good  catches  of  roach,  perch,  and  eels 
have  been  made  during  the  past  ten  days,  the  best 
results  at  Exwiok,  near  Cowley,  St.  David's,  and 
the  Point.  In  the  Canal  I  am  informed  that  some 
good  tench,  perch,  and  roach  have  been  caught  at 
Countess  Weir,  Lime  Kilns,  Topsham  Locks,  and 
Turf.  The  weeds  are  still  very  bad,  and  Mr.  E.  S. 
Shrubsole,  in  reporting  to  the  Exeter  Navigation 
Committee  upon  the  establishment  of  a  hatchery 
from  which  the  Exe  and  Canal  could  be  supplied 
with  stock  fish,  points  out  that  the  American  weed 
so  much  in  evidence,  if  not  promptly  dealt  with, 
will  assuredly  choke  up  the  waterway.  The  report 
is  recognised  as  a  very  exhaustive  and  interesting 
one,  and  will  no  doubt  carry  weight  with  it.  The 
whole  question  will  be  considered  and  fully  dis- 
cussed at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Navigation  Com- 
mittee. Some  good  pollack  and  smelt  in  large 
numbers  are  being  caught  at  Teignmouth,  one  lady 
angler  securing  sixty-four  pollack  one  day  last  week, 
while  at  Exmouth  bass,  mullet,  and  pollack  have 
been  caught  in  fair  numbers  at  Exmouth  Pier  and 
Docks. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Reports  to  hand  show 
that  only  indifferent  sport  has  been  met  with,  a 
result  which  was  to  be  expected  in  view  of  the  clear, 
foul  condition  of  the  water.  The  falling  leaves  and 
the  sluggish  stream  are  very  bad  for  roach  fishing. 
At  Rye  House  and  St.  Margaret's  a  few  good  roach 
have  been  landed,  and  the  perch  taken  in  these 
waters  have  ranged  up  to  Jib.,  no  large  fish  being 
met  with.  The  pike  captured  have  run  very  small. 
It  will  take  a  good  deal  of  rain  to  colour  up  and 
flush  the  Lea,  the  tributaries  being  very  low. — 
Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Onse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  rather 
low  at  present,  but  otherwise  in  splendid  condition. 
Some  good  pike,  roach,  and  dace  have  also  been 
taken;  also  a  chub  of  4 Jib.  Mr.  Grane  caught 
two  stone  and  a  quarter  of  roach  and  dace  on 
Monday,  ten  roach  scaling  IGJlb.  ;  Mr.  Waterson 
caught  nine  p.'ke,  largest,  lO^lb.,  the  other  averag- 
ing 51b. ;  there  has  also  been  other  good  takes  of 
pike.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport. 
Boats,  baits,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from  Rolph, 
Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

Lledr. — After  a  long  spell  of  dry  weather,  last 
week  there  came  a  small  flood,  and  a  few  rods  were 
at  it.  Dr.  Roberts,  Festiniog,  had  two  salmon, 
(>lb.  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Walter,  London,  one,  41b. ;  and 
Mr.  Roberts,  one,  41b.  Several  were  hooked  and 
lost ;  Mr.  Brandreth,  Pont-y-Pant,  was  very  un- 
lucky in  losing  three  fine  fish. — Mc. 

Lugg:  ana  Arxoi*  (l<«c»uin*tcer). — Both  these 
streams  are  in  fair  order.  They  are  rather  low,  but 
the  fish  are  beginning  to  move  better  in  them  since 
the  cold  frosty  nights  and  foggy  mornings.  Angling 
has  been  tried  by  ii  fair  number  this  week,  and  the 
larger  grayling  are  inclined  to  sport,  and  some  fair 
sport  has  been  had. — Gwynne. 


Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy> 
nech). — The  weather  here  during  the  past  week 
has  been  most  magnificent,  and  we  are  enjoying 
another  summer — known  locally  as  St.  Luke's  sum- 
mer. This  pretty  country  is  now  seen  to  the 
greatest  advantage,  all  the  trees  and  hedges  clothed 
in  the  most  varied  and  choice-t  autumnal  foliage. 
The  rivers  are  in  excellent  condition  and  good  sport 
enjoyed  all  round,  especially  with  grayling  now 
coming  to  their  best.  They  are  again  very  numerous 
both  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat.  Some  old  anglers 
say  there  weie  no  grayling  in  the  Vymwy  fiity 
years  ago  ;  others  aver  the  contrary.  When  doctors 
or  anglers  differ,  who  can  decide  ? — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Frost 
in  the  early  morning,  and  dull,  foggy  days  are  the 
record  of  the  week's  weather.  Sport  has  been  poor, 
rivers  are  bright,  and  fish  off  feed.  A  few  roach 
have  been  taken  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Ouse,  nothing  exceeding  lib.,  and  a  brace  of 
pike,  A'Wb.  and  41b.  News  from  the  Lower  Ouse  or 
Cuckmere  has  not  reached  me,  so  must  infer 
there  is  nothing  worth  recording.  The  Canal 
at  Chichester  is  far  too  clear  and  weedy  for 
sport.  Myriads  of  fish  may  be  seen  of  all 
descriptions,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small 
bream — up  to  l^lb.,  roach  of  lOoz.,  and  small  perch 
— there  is  nothing  worth  recording.  Bass  up  to 
21b.,  mullet  of  IJlb.,  flatfish  and  eels  are  notified 
from  Chichester  Harbour.  A  few  bunches  of  wild 
fowl  are  to  be  seen. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — After  the  spate  of  last  week, 
the  water  is  in  good  order,  and  plenty  of  salmon  are 
seen,  but  seem  to  be  very  shy  at  taking  the  fly. 
Only  four  have  been  caught  weighing  18  Jib.,  11  Jib., 
8lb.,  and  61b.  Several  have  bean  on,  and,  unfortu- 
nately, lost. — Vic. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
runnins;  a  nice  height  and  is  clear  and  in  capital 
order  for  grayling  fishing,  and  some  fair-sized  fish 
landed.  Grasshopper  and  maggot  have  accounted 
for  some  good  grayling.  Pike  are  well  on  the  feed, 
and  sport  has  been  had  with  them  this  week. — 
S.  Ltjdlow. 

Torcross  Ley. — The  weather  is  lovely,  and  the 
fishing  for  pike,  perch,  and  rudd  is  very  good ;  but 
the  bay  is  still  full  of  mackerel,  and  many  of  the 
anglers  spend  a  great  part  of  their  time  every  day 
whiffing  for  them. — VV.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbonringf 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  and  its  tributaries  are  now 
running  very  fine,  and  fish  are  not  rising  so  freely. 
The  Coquet  is  low  and  fine,  but  fish  are  rising  to  fly. 
Several  salmon  have  been  killed  on  Wilkinson,  Kate, 
and  Butcher.  Mr.  Allin«on,  on  Oct.  7,  fishing 
prawn,  killed  three  good  fish,  181b.,  I4lb.,  and  12Jlb, 
Mr.  Graham,  of  Ashington,  prawning,  killed  one 
251b.,  and  one  121b.  Mr.  Boocock,  of  Newcastle, 
one  fish,  111b.,  and  lost  a  good  fish.  Mr.  Jameson, 
prawning,  has  had  very  good  sport  on  the  Ackling- 
ton  water.  No  doubt  prawn  is  doing  good  business. 
I  note  that  the  mouth  of  the  Tweed  at  Berwick  is 
simply  packed  with  waiting  fish,  which  are  in  the 
pink  of  condition,  and  rod-fishers  can  look  forward 
to  having  a  royal  time  of  it. — Hy.  A.  Murxon. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  storms  of  last  week  caused  the 
river  to  rise  from  eight  inches  to  a  foot.  Several 
fish  were  lost  subsequently  as  they  came  up  very 
short.  On  the  upper  water,  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
Mr.  Forbes  Eraser  killed  three  fish,  101b.,  111b., 
and  91b.,  in  the  Llwyn,  Llwyn  y-Llasbron,  and 
Weaver;  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Hughes,  five,  101b.,  9Jlb., 
191b.,  21  lb.,  and  221b.,  in  the  Rookery,  Rock  Pool, 
and  Llwyn;  and  on  the  lower  water,  on  Oct.  10, 
Mr.  Mordaunt  caught  two,  one  of  11  lb.  in  Parker's 
Hole  and  one  of  12 Jib.  in  Penyllyn.  Most  of  the 
fish  were  killed  on  Powell's  red  grub,  which  is  rapidly 
taking  the  place  of  the  famous  Jock  Scott. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Karp  (Hendon). — Six  bream  weighing 
121b.  (best  2ilb.)  were  taken  by  Mr.  Hollick  this 
week — a  take  showing  that  the  still  falling  water  is 
bringing  the  larger  fish  within  reach.  Roach  biting 
well  to-day  (Wednesday). — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  good  condition  for  the  fly,  and 
a  few  nice  baskets  of  grayUng  have  been  obtained 
from  the  Wye  and  higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent. 
Those  w  ho  have  fished  the  Wye  have  taken  from 
three  to  five  brace  per  rod,  and  similar  creels  have 
been  secuied  from  the  Derwent,  both  the  Hathersage 
and  Chatsworth  portions  of  this  river  affording 
good  sport,  also  the  upper  portions  of  the  Darley 
Dale  Club's  water  yielding  a  few  nice  grayling. 
The  lower  portion  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association  water,  too,  has  yielded  s  ime 
good  fish,  Mr.  Murphy  gei  ting  a  nii  e  mixed 
basket  of  roach,  perch,  and  grayling.  Fish  have 
not  risen  very  well,  the  weather  being  very  dull 
with  a  strong  north-east  wind  at  times.  Useful 
flies  :  Apple  Green,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  and  Grey 
Quill,  Needle  Fly,  Hare's  Ear,  Red  Tag,  Grey 
Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

[2] 
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Yore,  Swale,  "Wharf e,  Nidd,  Dervrent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  gloriously  fine  weather  and 
high  temperature  for  the  time  of  the  year  tempts 
more  tinglers  to  the  waterside  than  is  generally  the 
case  during  the  second  week  in  October.    The  gray- 
ling waters  have  claimed  a  lot  of  attention  from  the 
fly  fishermen,  and  with  an  absence  of  frosts  at 
night,  there  has  been  any  amount  of  natural  ily  on 
the  water.     On  the  wliole,  the  Blue  Hawk  has 
liilled  better  than   any  other  fly  tried  on  that 
favourite  grayling  fishing  river,  the  Yore,  although 
the  Poult  Bloa,   Dark  Needle.   Waterhen  Bloa 
with   quill    body.  Green    Insect,   Carter  Piatt's 
Copper,  and  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple  have  all  been 
fished  with  success.    So  far,  the  fish  have  winked 
their  eye  at  the  Bed  Tag,  Rolt's  Witch  (whi  h  is 
undoubtedly  the  best  oi  his  patterns  for  Yorkshire). 
Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Red  Tag,  Wickham's,  in  fact,  all 
the  fancies.    Their  time,  however,  will  come  after 
the  night  frosts  have  killed  all  the  present  bountiful 
supply  of  natural  flies.    A  friend  asked  me  to  get 
hiiu  a  fewgoud  live  baits  for  pikefi-hing,  and  I  si^on 
got  two  or  three  score  of  good  roach  and  rudd 
m  the  deeps  of  the  Yore  below  Middleham,  and 
I  hear  this  class  of  fishing  has  been  very  good  lower 
down  the  river,  the  favourite  bait  being  the  gentle. 
A  few  nice  pike  have  been  caught  with  both  the 
live  bait  and  the  Harrogate  spinner.     There  has 
been  a  fair  volume  of  water  running  in  the  Wharfe, 
which  has  been  in  good  order  for  grayling  fishing  ; 
some  nice  baskets  have  been  caught  at  Graasing- 
ton,  Burnsall,  Addingham  and  Ilkley,  the  best 
patterns  being  Dark  Needle,  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Willow  Fly,  Pale  Autumn  Dun   and  Red  Ant. 
In  the  lower  reaches,  nice  sport  has  been  met 
with  at    Pool,    Collingham,    Harewood,  Bo.^ton 
Spa  and  Ulleskelf.   On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Mawhood 
had  very  nice  sport  amongst  the  grayling  in  the 
district  of  Boston  Spa  with  the  fly,  the  best  patterns 
being  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple  and  Red  Ant.  At 
Tadcaster  very  nice  sport  has  been   met  wich 
amongst  the  dace  and  roach.    The  pike  are  be- 
ginning to  move  freely  in  the  lower  reaches,  and 
last  week-end  Mr.  W.  Oliver  had  a  nice  mixed 
basket  of  pike  and  other  coarse  fish,  weighing  close 
upon  301b.    The  largest  pike  weighed  about  9lb. 
The  Nidd  has  been  at  a  good  height  and  in  very 
good  condition  for  fishing;  during  the  last  few 
days,  some  fair  sport  has  been  experienced  by  the 
local  anglers  in  the  districts  of  Knaresborough, 
Ribston,  and  Walshford  Bridge.    The  Swale  has 
been  running  in  very  fair  condition,  and  during  the 
last  few  days  excellent  sport  has  been  met  with 
amongst  the  grayling  in  the  upper  reaches.  The 
best  sport  was  met  with  in  the  districts  of  Rich- 
mond,   Easby,   Catterick  Bridge,  and  Ainderby. 
Very  few  fishermen  have  been  out  in  the  lower 
reaches.   The  delegates  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation 
fished  their  annual  match  on  Oct.  18.  About  ninety 
members  took  pait,  and  good  sport  was  met  with 
considering  the  high  winds  that  were  prevailing. 
Mr.  J.  N.  Green,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Amalgamatiun 
of  Leeds  Anglers,  took  the  first  prize  with  5lb.  7o«. ; 
eocond,  A.  Richardson,  31b.  l4^oz. ;  third,  J.  Webb, 
31b.  8oz. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beanly  and  Conon. — The  Beauly  was  in  capital 
ply  during  the  whole  week,  the  rains  of  the  previous 
week-end  bringing  down  all  the  burns  and  lochs, 
and  causing  slight  flooding.    In  the  tidal  waters 
one  grilse,  weighing  G^lb.,  as  well  as  nine  sea-truut, 
scaling  from  Izo^.  up  to  21b.  12oz.,  were  creeled  by 
the  Moniach  Castle  and  Balblair  House  rods.  On 
the  Home  and  Falls  beat  teven  grilse,  scaling  from 
5lb.  to  71b.,  were  landed,  as  well  as  three  salmon  of 
81b.,  91b.  and  121b.,  and  six  sea  trout,  scaling  from 
lib.  to  2ilb.     On  the  upper  reaches  all  the  rods 
were  successful,  the  pools  being  better  stocked  than 
for  years  past.     The  most  successful  were  the 
Messrs.  Barry  at  Struy,  where  they  have  already 
created  a  record  this  season,  ten  grilse  and  two 
salmon  were  landed.    Mr.  Henderson  and  party  at 
Braulen  wore  also  very  successful,  their  lake  in- 
eluding  six  nice  grilse.     Lord  Fitzhardinge  had 
very  good  sport  at  Eskadale,  and  Mr.  Pulley  at 
Erchless.    On  the  Conon  seven  fish  were  reported 
caught  during  the  week,  three  of  these,  weighing 
4Jlb.,  Gib.,  and  81b.,  being  had  on  Capt.  Combe's 
Strath  Conon  rod,  two  on  Mr.  English's  rod  at 
Scutwell,  one  at  Little  Scatwell,  and  one  on  Mr. 
Stirling'.",  of  Fairburn,  rod.    The  fishing  closes  on 
both  Beauly  and  Conon  on  Oct.  15,  and  it  will  be 
poS'-iblo  for  us  to  give  ne.xt  week  n  .short  summary 
and  compajison  ot  tlio  creels  obtained. — A.  R. 

Border  Ssk  and  Xiiddle. — Salmon  are  now  on 
the  move,  and  a  low  tair  siiecimens  have  been 
caught.  I'ishing  in  the  Double  Water  Mr.  J.  Elston 
landed  a  fine  salmon  weighing  lUlb.  from  the 
Willow  pool.  There  wiS  a  sharp  frost  in  Langholm 
on  the  night  of  the  Oth,  and  although  the  E»k  has 
not  been  so  low  for  years  during  the  first  week  in 
October  a  few  fish  havo  been  taken.  Mr.  J.  Ogilvie, 


Langholm,  landed  a  salmon  scaling  171b.  in  Canon- 
bie  water  near  Level  mouth.     The  Rev.   J.  C. 
Graham,  Arthuret,  had  a  small  salmon  in  the 
Notherby  reserved  water.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Makant 
landed  one  of  211b.  in  Netherby  reserved  water. 
Mr.  R.  Read  had  a  small  salmon  below  Longtown 
Bridge,  and  Mr.  Henry  Forster,  Longtown,  caught 
a  salmon  of  81b.  above  the  bridge  in  the  Speird. 
Some  rods  from  the  Graham  Arms,  Longtown,  havo 
had  a  few  sea-trout  and  herling,  but  catches  of 
these  fish  havo  only  been  moderate  during  the  last 
ten  days.     Several  fair  takes  of  sea-trout  and 
herling  have  been  made  in  tlie  mid-reaches  of  the 
Esk.    Mr.  W.  Murray,  Rowanburn,  had  a  fairly 
good  basket  of  sea  trout  and  herling  in  Canonbie 
water  :  Mr.  D.  Little  landed  a  small  salmon  below 
Canonbie  Bi  idge.  where  several  good  fish  have  been 
seen,  but  tliey  are  very  shy  in  taking  the  lure.  Mr.  A. 
Keen  had  a  few  sea-trout  and  herling  ;  Mr.  T.  Steel, 
Rowanburn,  had  a  similar  catch.    Mr.  Sanderson 
had  two  sea-trout  and  two  herling  in  the  Hush 
Pool,  and  an  odd  sea-trout  or  two  have  been  got  in 
Byreburn  Foot  water;   Mr.  W.  Irving,  one  sea- 
trout  and  a  few  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  has  had 
a  few  sea-trout  and  some  herling  during  the  week. 
In  the  Liddle  the  fishing  has  fallen  off  amazingly. 
Mr.  J.  Laidlow  has  had  two  sea-trout  and  some 
herling  in  the  lower  reaches.    Mr.  J.  Hardie  has 
had  fair  sport  in  the  upper  (waters,  and  Mr.  J. 
Taylor  has  had  some  sport  with  yellow  trout.  No 
great  catches  are  expected  in  either  river  unless  a 
sweeping  flood  comes  down.    A  regular  good  spate 
is  what  is  required,  as  there  has  been  no  rise  in  either 
of  any  consequence  during  the  season.    Angling  is 
very  quiet  in  the  reserved  portions  of  bath  rivers  ;  a 
few  yellow  trout  continue  to  be  got  in  Ewes,  also  in 
Tarras  and  Wauchope.    But  little  is  being  done  in 
tlie  upper  waters  of  the  Esk.  Messrs.  A.  Thompson, 
C.  Elhot,  and  W.  Ross  have  each  had  small  baskets 
of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  Langholm  water,  while 
several  rods    Irom    Mr.  Wm.  Douglas'  Eskdale 
Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  have  had  fairly  good 
sport.    Salmon  are  not  taking  at  all  in  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Esk.     Mr.  DicKie,  Burnmouth,  has 
had  fair  takes  of  sea-trout  and  herling,  alsa  some 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  Liddle.   Nothins?  of  im- 
portance is  reported  from  the  Hermitage.  It  is  quite 
prjbable  that  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk  will  be 
with Ji  awn  from   the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries 
Association  ti^iket  holders  next  yeap,  and  the  fishing 
let  privately. — Gilnockil;. 

Qeveron  (Banffshire). — Along-looked-for  rise  in 
the  river  came  on  Oct.  1,  and  has  done  much 
good  in  enticing  fish  to  enter  the  river.  Many  were 
to  be  seen  wending  their  way  up  stream  in  the 
beginning  of  the  weok.  Although  the  weather  was 
rather  unsettled,  some  good  sport  was  got  on 
most  of  the  different  sections  of  the  river. 
On  the  Huntly  water  on  Monday  of  last  week 
Mr.  Cowie  had  a  fish  of  01b.  ;  Mr.  McKenzie,  one  of 
71b. ;  Mr.  Davidson,  one  of  'jlb.  On  Oct.  3,  Mr. 
Davidson  had  a  couple  of  fish,  61b.  and  101b. ;  Mr. 
Rough,  one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Roger,  one  of  91b. ;  Mr. 
Jameson,  one  of  8lb. ;  Mr.  Leslie,  one  of  6)b.  On 
Wednesday  Mr.  Crighton  had  a  fish  of  61b. ;  Mr. 
Clark,  a  tine  fish  of  25lb.  On  Oct.  6  Mr.  Rough  had 
three  fish  of  61b.,  91b.,  and  21  lb.  respectively,  and  Mr. 
Spenceoneof  191b.;  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Morrison  had  a 
fish  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  McKen/ie,  a  beauty  of  211b.  Oa 
the  Duff  House  water  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  \\  yllie  had 
two  fish  of  8lb.  and  lOlb. ;  on  the  hotel  water  (Fife 
Arms,  Banff)  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Chisholm  had  a  fish  of 
6lb.  On  the  Netherdale  water,  Mr.  Hardie  had  six 
fish  ranging  in  weight  from  6lb.  to  2slb.  On  Mon- 
day Mr.  Henderson,  Dunlugas,  had  a  magnificent 
fish  of  over  301b.  On  the  Muicesk  water,  Mr. 
Castle,  the  keeper,  had  a  fish  of  lOlb.  On  the  In- 
verichnie  section  the  keeper  had  a  fish  of  18ilb.  on 
Oct.  4;  and  the  Rev.  H.  Young  had  two  fish  on 
Oct.  7,  weighing  5lb,  and  20lb.  respectively. — 
H.  W. 

Isla  (Perth).  —  The  trouting  season  has  now 
closed  on  this  stream  and  its  affluent?,  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  season  has  been  a  very  poor  one.  Fish 
would  appear  to  be  as  numerous  as  ever,  but  there 
was  too  little  water,  and  the  bottom  was  generally 
very  dirty.  This  latter  was  against  clear  stream 
fishing,  and  baskets  were  all  round  very  light. 
Even  in  August,  when  the  water  was  in  proper 
volume,  it  was  far  too  cold  for  insect  life,  and  the 
creels  wore  disappointing.  The  lochs  in  the  district 
gave  very  liitle  sport  till  the  middle  of  July,  the 
baskets  being  clean  as  often  as  not.  After  that 
matters  improved  greatly,  and  during  August  and 
September  sport  was  ex<'olleiit  and  creels  heavy. 
Why  this  was  so,  in  July  especially,  it  is  difficult  to 
say.  Many  reasons  havo  been  given,  but  none  of 
them  appear  to  be  altogether  satisfactory.  In 
Auchintaple  Loch,  for  instance,  baskets  were 
heavier  during  these  two  months  than  at  any  time 
since  the  loch  was  lormod,  about  twenty  years  ago. 
On  this  loch  the  average  was  well  over  a  pound, 
and  two  and  throo-ponndors  were  quite  common. 


and  an  occasional  fish  of  over  four  pounds  was 
killed. — Iasoair. 

Iioohinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).  —  On  Oct.  3,  Mr. 
Goodall,  nine  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Spurling,  one 
salmon,  13ilb.  On  Oct.  4,  Mr,  Spurling,  one  grilse, 
5lb.  On  Oct.  6,  Mr.  Braggins,  one  salmon,  I51b., 
and  one  sea-trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Spurling,  two  sea- 
trout,  IJlb.  On  Oct.  V,  Mr.  Spurling,  two  salmon, 
13.tlb.  and  9^lb. ;  Messrs.  Braggins  and  Maclver. 
one  salmon,  6lb.,  and  one  sea-trout,  21b. — .1. 
Mackenzie. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — A  phenomenal  run 
of  fish  has  taken  the  lower  Deeside  sportsmen 
completely  by  surprise.     Last  Saturday,  on  the 
Invery  water,  Banchory,  an  angler  landed  1121b. 
of  fish  (salmon  and  grilse)  to  his  own  rod,  whilo 
Mr.  Baird's  party,  on  the  Durris,  Sir  Thomas 
Burnett,   on  Crathes,  M.  Riviere,  on  Park,  Mr. 
Irvine,  on  Drum,  and  Professor  Cash  and  Mr.  For- 
tescue,  on  Kingcausie,  had  somewhat  similar  luck. 
On  the  Cairnton,  Lord  Penrhyn  and  guests  aio 
beginning  to  participate  in  the  autumn  run.  An 
occasional  fish  is  being  got  by  Mr.  Davidson  on  tho 
Inchmarlo  water,  Capt.  Quinlin  Dick,  on  Woodend, 
Mrs.  Pickering,  on  Kincardine,  and  Major  David- 
son, on  Dess.    On  the  Huntly  Arms  Aboyne  water, 
Davidson,  keeper,  had  a  20-pounder  on  Oct.  5 ; 
Mr.  Birkett,  one  of  71b.  on  Oct.  7,  one  of  131b., 
and  three  of  121b.,  IS^lb.,  and  161b. ;  while  Mr. 
Blake  had  one  of  191b.  on  Oct.  7,  and  Mr.  Heaven 
one  on  the  Forest  of  Birse  waters  on  the  same  day 
of  121b.    On  the  Glentana  water,  Mr.  Geo.  Coats 
and  Miss  Coats  are  having  fair  sport.    The  King 
moves  his  Court  from  Balmoral  this  week,  when 
the  best  chances  of  a  belated  autumn  are  just 
at  hand.    However,  his  many  distinguished  angling 
guests  will  cover  the  Royal  waters  right  on  to  tho 
end.    On  the  Invercauld  reaches,  Mr.  Neaumann 
and  guests  are  getting  good  sport  with  red  fish, 
and  H.R.H.  the  Princess  .Louise  has  not  missed  a 
single  day  on  the  Mar  Lodge  waters  during  tho 
whole  of  the  past  week,  and  has  had  two  and  three 
fish  daily.    Don.  — The  river  has  been  in  capital  ply, 
salmon  getting  freely  over  the  dykes,  and  sport  rife 
all  over  the  lower  and  mid  reaches.    On  the  Grand- 
holm  section,  the  Countess  of  Suffolk  had  eight  on 
Saturday,  scaling  from  81b.  to  241b.,  and  six  on 
Monday  of  fcimilar  weights.    One  day  la^t  week 
they  had  twenty,  all  excellent  fish,  fresh  up  from  the 
sea.  On  the  Seaton  waters,  Messrs.  Scott,  Simpson, 
and  others  are  getting  six  and  eight  fish  daily.  On 
the  Pitmedden  water,  Mr.  George  H.  Burnett's 
keeper  (Grant)  landed  a  beauty  of  lljlb.    On  tho 
Fintry  water  Lord  Sempil  had  two  of  81b.  and  121b.. 
and  Mr.  Milne,  Kinaldie,  two  of  similar  weights. 
On  the  Kintoie  section  a  good  few  fish  were  got, 
but  chiefly  to  wormers.     On  the  Kintore  private 
waters  several  fish  have  been  got  as  well  as  some 
excellent  baskets  of  trout.    Ythan. — On  the  Auch- 
macoy  waters  on  Oct.  7  four  anglers  had  over  100 
sea-trout  and  finnock  among  them.  Phenomenal 
baskets  are  being  made  on  the  Ebrie  and  tribu- 
taries.    On  the  Ugie  sport  was  seldom  so  rife, 
baskets  of  201b.  to  301b.  being  freely  made,  and 
often  in  a  few  hours.   All  over  the  north  the  closing 
weeks  of  the  season  promise  prolific  sport. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan. — This  river 
is  very  low  and  clear,  and  with  the  bright  weather 
prevailing  daily  salmon  fishing  has  been  hopeless. 
The  only  salmon  lately  caught  in  this  river  was  one 
of  12pb.,  taken  in  the  middle  of  last  week  by  Mr. 
W.  Wright.  There  has  been  an  extra  large  run  of 
"  October  herling "  during  the  past  week,  and  a 
number  of  anglers  have  taken  out  their  trout  rods 
again.  Mr.  James  Dixon  caught  over  a  dozen  on 
Monday  evening  with  small  fly  (trout  size).  On 
Tuesday  he  had  another  good  bag  in  the  same  stream. 
Mr.  J.  Loudon  had  several  fair  fishings  of  herling, 
and  other  town  rods  had  good  baskets  all  with  fly. 
Angling  has  been  most  disappointing  in  the  Mount 
Annan  water.  Hoddom  Castle  and  Castlemilk  and 
other  private  stretches  have  been  blank  this  week. 
A  few  herling  appear  to  have  fallen  to  the  rods  here 
and  there.  Mr.  Richardson  had  four  in  the  High- 
tae  water,  and  in  the  Jardine  Hall  and  Dinwoodie 
and  Wamphray  portions  similar  sport  has  fallen  to 
anglers  who  have  fished  at  dusk  and  in  the  moon- 
light. The  DuMFBiES  Nith. — Some  autumn  salmon 
are  up  this  river,  and  several  good  ones  have  been 
landed  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association  waters.  A 
fine  one  was  landed  on  Thursday  at  Scaurfoot.  Mr. 
R.  Thomson  landed  one  on  Monday  and  one  on 
Tuesday  below  Nith  bridge.  One  was  also  landed 
near  Closeburn,  and  in  all  I  learn  of  some  nine 
or  ten  salmon  being  taken  in  the  Nith  of  late. 
The  Stewartky  and  Wigtonshire. — These  rivers 
are  very  low  and  clear,  indeed  the  Galloway  rivers 
have  not  been  so  low  in  October  for  many  years. 
Ayrshire  Rivers. — Angling  has  closed  on  the 
lochs  for  yellow  tr  jut  in  this  district.  In  the  rivers 
salmon  are  not  making  much  of  a  show  in  the 
pools,  though  the  lower  stretches  contain  a  few 
salmon  of  good  size.    One  or  two  have  been  landed 
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with  the  gudgeon  and  sand-eel  bait,  which  is  coming 
fast  into  favour  as  a  lure  in  low  water.  The  back- 
end  salmon  fishing  is  likely  to  be  a  great  disappoint- 
ment this  year  all  on  account  of  the  long  spell  of 
dry  weather,  causing  the  streams  to  fall  below 
summer  level. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  river  here  has  been  on 
the  whole  in  good  fishing  condition  since  the  begin- 
ning of  October,  though  high  winds  have  been 
rather  prevalent.  Some  good  fish  are  ascending 
the  river  now,  but  they  are  not  very  plentiful.  On 
the  Abeilour  House  water  four  salmon  and  one 
grilse  were  killed  during  the  week  ending  Oct.  7 — 
namely,  one  of  14lb.  on  Oct.  3,  by  Riddell,  game- 
keeper, fishing  for  General  Sir  Peter  Lumsden,  of 
Buchromb,  one  of  13|lb.  on  Oct.  4.  by  Reid,  game- 
keeper, Aberljur,  and  two  of  21Jlb.  and  ITJIb. 
rescectively  on  Oct.  6,  by  Capt.- Findlay,  and  the 
grilse  weighing  4ilb.  on  Oct.  7,  by  Reid,  gamekeeper. 
Twenty  finnock  and  one  sea-trout  were  also  killed 
during  the  week,  and  the  prospects  for  the  closing 
week  of  the  season  are  fairly  promising. — N.  L. 

Tay  and  Earn. — Capital  sport  has  been  obtained 
on  the  Tay  during  the  greater  part  of  last  week. 
Since  the  10th,  howeve:-,  the  water  has  become 
dead  low,  and  this  together  with  the  mild  state 
of  the  weather  has  completely  spoiled  sport. 
The  river,  which  closes  for  angling  on  the  I4th 
inst.,  is  simply  teeming  with  fish.  Messrs.  A.  Coats 
and  P.  D.  Malloch  killed  forty  fish  in  seven  days 
on  Upper  Stobhall.  The  following  is  a  note  of 
the  principal  takes  for  week  ending  10th  inst. 
Dln-keld.— Mr.  J.  A.  Park  killed  two  fish  of  31  lb. 
and  171b.  and  one  grilse  of  71b.,  while  Mr.  Wm.  F. 
Kay  got  two  fish,  191b.  and  171b.,  and  a  grilse  on 
Oct.  7.  Keecock. — Mr.  Cooper  caught  one  grilse 
of  71b.  on  Oct.  4,  and  Mr.  F.  Butcher,  jun.,  two 
grilse  of  91b.  and  61b.,  on  Oct.  6.  Delvine. — Mr. 
J.  A.  Shepherd  killed  thiee  fish  of  21  lb.,  191b.,  and 
IClb.,  and  Mr.  E.  L.  Barton  two  fish  of  25lb. 
and  161b.,  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.,  while 
Mr.  Alex.  Stevens  captured  three  fish,  251b., 
171b.,  and  111b.  Islamouth. — Lord  Blyths- 
wood  caught  two  salmon  of  191b.  and  151b.,  and 
five  grilse,  1 1  lb.,  91b.,  61b..  6lb.  and  61b. ;  Lord  Lans- 
downe,  one  grilse,  8lb.  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Harland  Peek, 
two  fish,  361b.  and  18]b.,  and  five  grilse,  1 1  lb.,  101b., 
islb.,  81b.  and  71b.  Upper  Cargill. — Mr.  Herbert 
Barnett  landed  one  fish,  42pb.,  and  a  giilse  of  71b., 
and  Mr.  Cooper, one  fish,  121b.,  and  a  giilse,  61b.,  on 
Oct.  5.  Mr.  Arthur  Moon,  two  fish,  28lb.  and  221b.. 
on  Oct.  7,  and  a  grihe  of  tlb.  on  Oct.  10;  Mr.  Basil 
Moon,  one  fish,  121b.,  and  two  grilse,  9lb.  and  61b., 
on  the  7th,  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  on  the  10th,  while  Mr. 
Krnest  Moon,  K.C.,  had  three  salrnon  of  21  lb., 
Ifilb..  and  14lb.,  antl  a  gril?e  of  71b.  on  Oct.  10,  and. 
the  Hon.  Capt.  R.  Lygon,  one  fish  of  161b.,  on 
Oct.  7  ;  Lord  Methuen,  two  grilse,  101b.  and  8lb. ; 
Lord  Blythswood,  thiee  fish,  of  231b.,  201b.,  and 
ISIb.,  and  Mr.  Paget  one  giilse  of  71b.,  on  Oct.  9. 
Lower  Caroill. — Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  killed  three 
salmon  of  21  lb.,  18Jlb.,  and  171b.,  and  one  grilse 
8)b. ;  Mr.  Lindon,  one  fish,  181b.,  and  a  grilse 
81b. ;  Miss  Taylor,  one  giilse  9^1b. ;  Miss  Maxwell 
Lyte,  one  grilse,  91b. ;  Col.  D.  M.  Lumsden,  D.S.O  , 
one  fish,  l8lb.,  one  grilse,  81b.,  and  a  sea- trout,  21b. ; 
and  Capt.  Sadler,  R.N.,  one  fish,  221b.  Willies 
Stone. — Miss  Taylor  killed  a  giilse  of  61b.  on  Oct. 
7,  and  Capt.  Sadler,  one  [grilse  of  8^1b.  on  Oct.  10. 
Upper  Stobhall.  —  Messrs.  Archd.  Coats  and 
P.  D.  Malloch  captured  seven  fish,  291b.,  251b., 
21  lb.,  191b.,  171b.,  leib.'.and  161b.,  and  three  grilse, 
91b.,  91b.  and  71b.,  on  Oct.  4 ;  one  fish,  201b., 
on  Oct,  6;  two  fish,  181b.  and  lolb.,  and 
two  grilse,  91b.  and  81b.,  on  Oct.  6;  six  fish,  22Jlb. 
21  lb.,  181b.,  17ilb.,  171b.,  and  161b.,  and  four  grilse 
lOJlb.,  91b.,  i91b.  and  71b.,  on  Oct.  7;  three  grilse, 
101b.,  101b.  and  7lb.,  on  Oct.  9;  and  three  fish, 
171b.,  171b.,  and  15lb  ,  and  two  grilse,  111b.  and 
61b.,  on  Oct.  10.  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  had  six  fiah, 
221b.,  21Jlb.,  211b.,  211b.,  181b.,  and  161b.,  and 
three  grilse,  91b.,  8lb.,  61b.  on  Oct.  7;  and  Mr. 
W.  H.  Coats  one  fish,  181b.,  on  Oct.  6,  and  two  fish, 
ISlb.  and  111b.,  on  [Oct.  9.  Burnmouth. — Mr. 
Lindon  killed  one  fish,  181b.,  and  a  grilse,  81b. 
Col.  D.  M,  Lumsden,  D.S.O.,  two  fish,  201b.  and 
181b.,  and  a  grilse,  8lb.  Mr,  C.  C.  Branch,  two 
fish,  17ilb.  and  171b.,  and  a  grilse,  91b.  Mrs. 
Rowecliff,  one  fish,  lojlb.,  and  Miss  Maxwell 
Lyte,  five  grilse,  101b.,  9lb.,  91b.,  SJlb.,  and  81b. 
Burnmouth  Stobhall.— Mr .  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P., 
killed  four  fi-'h,  l&lb.,  16ib.,  161b.,  and  141b.,  and 
two  grilse,  7lb.  and  61b. ;  and  Mr.  May,  two  fish  of 
191b.  and  141b. ;  while  the  boatman  had  two  grilse 
of  81b.  and  61b.  Upper  and  Lower  Stanley. — 
Mr.  M,  T.  Martin  caught  three  fish,  28i^lb.,  231b. 
and  191b.,  and  agrilse  of  81b.  ;  Mrs.  Martin,  one  fish 
181b.  and  three  grilse,  81b.,  71b.  and  71b. ;  and 
Captain  Molyneau,  one  fish,  231b.,  and  a  grUse 
of  81b.  Benciiill  and  Catholes. — Captain  Wil- 
loughljy  landed  two  fiah  of  14Jlb.  and  14Jlb.,  and 
another  angler,  three  grilse  of  9ilb.,  71b.,  and  61b. 
Upper Redgobton. — General  Baden- Fo well, and  Mr. 


W.  H.  Coats  had  two  fish  of  231b.  and  171b.,  and 
four  grilse,  8lb.,  8Ib.,  81b.,  and  71b. ;  and  Mrs.  Coats 
and  Miss  Hutchison  two  fish,  241b.  and  171b.,  and 
four  grihe,  91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  7lb.,  on  Oct.  7. 
Lower  Redgoeton. — Mrs.  Coats  and  Miss  Gardiner 
had  one  fish,  201b.,  and  three  grilse,  81b.,  81b.,  and 
71b.,  on  Oct.  4;  one  fish,  131b.,  and  four  grilse.  91b., 
91b.,  81b.,  and  61b.  on  Oct.  (i,  and  a  grilse  of 
51b.  on  Oct.  9  ;  while  General  Baden-Powell 
and  Mr.  P.  D.  Coats  had  two  fish,  IClb.  and 
101b.,  and  three  grilse,  941b.,  81b  ,  and  7lb.,  on 
Oct.  6;  and  two  grilse,  9^1^.  and  71b.  on  Oct.  10. 
Free  Water  below  Perth. — Mr.  McDonald  had 
one  fish,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  one  fish,  16lb.,  and 
two  grilse,  81b.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  McGugan,  one  fish, 
23lb.,  and  a  grilse,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Gordon,  one  fish,  171b. ; 
Mr.  Malcolm,  one  fish,  241b.,  and  three  grilse,  91b., 
71b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  Muirhead,  one  .fish,  15ib.,  and  a 
giilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Arbuckle,  16lb.  ;  Mr.  Daye,  two 
fish,  231b.  and  181b. ;  Mr.  McGregor,  one  fish, 
23^1b. ;  Mr.  Wetherspoon,  two  fish,  2ylb.  and  171b.  ; 
Mr.  Marshall,  one  fish,  2 lib.;  Mr.  Douglas, 
one  giil>e,  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Hill,  one  grilse,  71b. 
River  Earn  (Dapplin  Reserved  Water). — Lord 
Wolverton  killed  two  fish,  181b.  and  14lb.  on 
Oct.  4,  one  grilse  of  91b.  on  Oct.  5,  one  fish  131b.  and 
two  grilse,  81b.  and  51b.  on  0^:t.  6,  and  one  fish  2slb. 
and  four  grilse  101b.,  71b.,  01b.  and  81b.  on  Oct.  7. 
The  Hon.  Robt.  Ward  had  one  fish  181b.  on  Oct.  4, 
two  fish  21  lb.  and  181b.  on  Oct.  5,  one  fish  15lb.  on 
Oct.  6,  and  a  grilse  8lb.  on  Oct.  7.  while  the  gillies 
had  two  fish  of  IGlb.  and  141b.  on  Oct.  3.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).  —  Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  has  now  closed.  During  the  last  week  the 
water  was  very  low,  and  greatly  against  fishing,  few 
anglers  were  out.  On  the  Canig  water  Mr.  Franks 
had  two  salmon,  101b.  and  121b. ;  on  the  Ballynarvon 
water  Mr.  F.  L.  Borthwick  (London),  one  salmon, 
141b.,  with  fly;  on  the  upper  waters  about  Banteer 
very  few  fish  were  had. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  been  good  at  brown  trout, 
but  generally  dull  at  salmon.  The  latter  fish,  how- 
ever, are  supposed'to  be  numerous,  but  they  have 
been  rising  badly. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Carrane,  etc.  (WaterviUe,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  very  sultry  and  bright,  and 
sport  has  fallen  off  a  good  deal.  The  takes  of  sea- 
trout  had  during  the  week  ranged  from  two  to  five 
fish.    The  season  closes  on  Oct.  15. — T.  J.  D; 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterrille,  co.  KerryV — 
Sport  has  been  good  in  the  late  evenings.  The 
weather  at  present  is  very  hot,  bright,  and  quite 
calm,  and  it  is  useless  to  fish  on  these  waters  until 
about  4  p.m.— T.  J.  D. 

SXonrue  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone) — 
The  season  clcsed  on  the  Mourne  on  Oct.  10  with 
the  river  in  good  order  after  the  floods  and  fresh 
run  salmon  going  up.  The  past  season  was  any- 
thing but  a  good  one.  The  spring  fronting,  for 
which  the  river  and  its  tributaries  are  justly  famed, 
was  poor  owing  to  the  prolonged  drought  in  April 
and  May,  and  the  two  following  months  were  litt'e 
better.  There  was  a  remarkable  absence  of  salmon 
running  floods  till  late  in  the  season. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Longha  Conn  and  Cnllen  fBallina,  co, 
Mayo). — Weather  here  fine.  Mr.  Piatt,  sixteen 
trout,  15lb. ;  Mr.  Scroope  twenty-two  trout,  191b. ; 
Mr.  Baraton,  sixteen  trout,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Johnson, 
nineteen  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Pond  and  Son  had  four- 
teen jack,  largest  22lb.  Very  good  sport  was  got 
on  the  Palmerstown  river  with  grilse  and  sea-trout. 
Angling  for  trout  on  the  loughs  ends  on  Oct.  18. 
Very  good  wild-fowling  at  present  in  the  estuary 
of  the  Moy. — Pat  Hearnes. 

KoBses  (Dnngfloe,  co.  Donegfal). —  Sea-trout 
are  still  on  the  run  to  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses.  Mr. 
Thornton,  on  Dungloe  Lake,  on  Oct.  3,  killed  a 
fresh-run  sea-trout  weighing  3pb.,  and  two,  IJlb. 
and  1  lb.  The  other  anglers  out  included  Captain 
Baillio  Hamilton,  Mr.  Russell  Sladen,  Mr.  Thornton, 
Mr.  Harley,  and  Mr.  Cooper. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — From  the  various 
beats  reports  come  that  fish  are  very  plentiful  but 
not  in  the  "taking"  mood,  nor  does  there  appear 
to  be  any  prospect  of  sport  improving  with  a  rise  of 
water.  This  only  refers  to  salmon  fishing,  as  the 
trout  fishers  are  getting  some  nice  dishes  of  the 
"  speckled  beauties." — John  Enriqhx  and  Son. 

Sliannon  and  Lon^b  Derg  (Killaloe). — October 
salmon  fishers  have  had  reason  to  be  pleased  with 
the  improvement  in  sport  this  month  so  far. 
Nearly  all  tl^e  beats  are  engaged.  Mr.  W.  McC. 
Gordon,  Aberdeen,  on  Oct.  6  killed  one  salmon, 
181b..  and  six  grilse,  81b.,  61b.,  8lb.,  61b..  4lb.,  and 
61b.  ;  on  Oct.  7  ho  got  a  fine  salinoti  of  351b..  one  of 
151b.,  and  one  giilse  of  51b.  ;  and  tj-day  (Ojt.  10), 
before  lunch,  two  salmon.  24lb.  and  lulb.  Patsy 
Ryan  (fisherman)  and  Win.  Fogarty  have  taken 
feveral  good  sized  fish  this  month  to  far. — S,  J. 
Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballycotton. — -The  weather  has  been  very  sultry 
and  bright,  and  sport  has  not  been  good.  In  the 
late  evenings,  however,  some  good  captures  of 
various  fish  have  been  had.  Pollack  and  all  other 
fish  usually  had  around  hero  are  numerous.  Weather 
very  hot  for  tho  season,  with  a  cloudless  sky  and 
calm  water. — T.  J.  D. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — Sport  in  the  rivers  Roach 
and  Crouch  the.'<e  past  neap  tides  has  been  fairly 
good.  Mr.  W.  Harvey,  fishing  tho  Crouch  in  tho 
feiry  hole  on  the  5th,  caught  some  vpry  gdjd 
codling  and  whiting.  On  tho  7th  he  had  somo  gojd 
fish,  best  codling,  between  3U).  and  4 lb.  weight. 
On  the  8th,  I  and  friends,  fishing  same  hole,  caught  2 1 
fish,  codling,  whiting,  dabs  and  pouting.  Other  boats 
same  time  and  plaoo  had  about  same  amount  offish, 
I  saw  Mr.  F.  Sweeting  haul  in  a  good  codling  of  about 
4lb.  to  51b.  weight.  The  boats  fishing  the  Xes» 
hole  had  far  better  sport,  each  boat  having 
Irom  forty  to  seventy  fish.  G.  Bourne  and 
party  had  fifty  fish,  returning  a  number  of 
small  pouting.  CaptP.ins  Clements  and  Spoonei- 
fishing  from  their  moored  vachts  just  off  th?  quay 
had  very  good  sport,  Capt.  Spooner  at  one  sitting 
had  sixty-two  fish.  Oa  Oct.  10,  two  fiiends  and 
self,  fishing  on  the  bar  the  last  of  the  ebb  tide 
caught  211  fish,  consisting  of  whitins;,  dabs,  one 
eel,  and  pouting,  the  majority  of  the  latter  fish 
were  small,  but  when  fried  were  very  sweet. 
I  don't  know  a  much  better  dish  for  supper. 
The  visitiog  anglers  generally  have  not  had  too 
good  sport,  they  are  not  heie  the  best  of  tha  tides. 
We  expect  the  coming  neap  tides  next  week  end 
vyill  be  very  good  for  sport,  as  daily  the  fish  appear 
to  increase  in  size  and  number. — J.  Wright. 

Daal. — Thursday,  Oct.  5,  strong  wind,  N.N.W. ; 
not  many  boats  out  fishing.  Col.  McClintock, 
fishing  with  Fred.  Jordan,  put  out  at  ip  and  re- 
turned 2  30  with  eighty  decent  whiting,  six  pouting, 
three  conger,  and  one  dogfish  ;  and  local  fisherman 
scoring  up  to  sevon  score,  mixtures.  Oct.  6, 
strong  wind,  N.N.W.,  and  swell,  which  ha^  made 
the  water  quite  thick,  and  nothing  done  in 
the  way  of  fishing.  A  large  contingent  of  anglers 
put  in  an  appearance,  amongst  them  being  Mr. 
Pickup,  secretary  B.S.A.S.,  and  G.  R.  Clarke. 
Oct.  7,  wind  N.W.,  gentle  breeze,  and  a 
large  number  of  boats  with  anglers  put  out 
for  the  fishing  grounds.  Sport  very  spotty  I  under- 
stand. One  gentlera-in  captured  a  121b.  codfish. 
On  the  8th,  wind  N.W.  backing  round  to  east, 
several  boats  out,  nothing  particular  to  report 
except  the  one  which  I  understood  took  forty-six  cod 
and  codlings,  largest  3Jlb.  On  the  9tii,  wind  N.E., 
moderate  breeze,  decent  sport  obtained,  Mr.  G. 
Real  Clarke,  five  cod  and  codlings,  heaviest  lUlb., 
41b.,  41b..  thirty-one  whiting,  two  conger,  41b.  each; 
Mr.  W.  Tree  and  Captain  Dickson,  with  .Tno.  Trott, 
twenty  spur  dogs,  sixty-nine  whiting,  fi: teen  pout- 
ing, one  31b.  conger,  one  dab,  ten  cod  and  cooling, 
largest  12J[lb.,  Mr.  Tree  caught  the  large  one  ; 
Mr.  C.  Kemi^  and  Mr.  Smith  fishing  with  Dick 
Riley  and  Bill  Riley  in  a  gaily  punt  hooked  and 
landed  withfiity-seven  cod  and  codling,  largest  131b., 
121b.,  101b.,  and  71b.  ;  three  codling  weighing  9lb., 
thirty  whiting  and  twelve  pouting.  Oct.  10,  N.N.E. 
wind,  fresh  with  swell,  water  very  thick,  nothing 
worth  raeation  being  done.  Oct.  11.  easteily.  fine 
with  blue  sky,  water  thick  as  mui  and  nothing 
done  in  the  way  of  fishing  worth  mention.  — 
Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Strong  winds  and  unsettled 
weather  have  not  recently  proved  conducive  to  good 
local  angling,  and  pier-fishermen  have  experienced 
poor  sport  lately.  The  water  has  generally  been 
extremely  thick,  though  quite  clear  of  weed.  On 
Friday  (0th)  Mr.  J.  R.  Pickup  took  thirty  fish.  Mr. 
A.  F.  Wright  on  thirty-three,  and  Mrs.  Hugman, 
Mr.  Wolff,  and  Mr.  Piper  each  made  a  decent  bag. 
Saturday  (7th)  yielded  scarcely  anything  worth 
mentioning,  and  on  the  following  day  Me3-.is.  Gold- 
smith, Dunning,  Pickup,  Christopherson,  P.  Cocks, 
Dyer,  Cullen,  Glen,  Akehurst,  and  Temple  each  m  ide 
but  a  small  return,  and  no  large  fish  came  to  hand. 
Anglers  of  both  sexes  mustered  in  strong  force  on 
Monday,  Oct.  9,  and  included  Mrs.  Hawkins,  Miss 
Hawkins,  Mr.  Graham  Smith,  Mrs.  Hugman.  Mrs. 
Viliesid,  Mrs.  W.  Standen  Saeh,  Mrs.  Hicks,  Mrs.  S. 
Smith,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Allison  Wolff,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Clapp, 
Miss  Elsie  Turner,  Mrs.  Purklss,  and  Mrs.  Stephens, 
together  with  Messrs.  E.  L.  Ficklin?.  J.  R.  Pickup, 
G.  Band,  G.  S.  Stainforth,  L.  Piper," H.  Hammond', 
A.  Cowles,  C.  Chapman,  E.  L.  Hawkins,  A.  S. 
Newcomb,  A.  Huimhieys,  P.  Bailey,  H.  Hunt, 
F.  P.  Turner,  C.  Hugman,  S.  J.  Viliesi  l,  W.  J. 
Gates,  W.  Standen  Sach,  W.  J.  Keen.  F.  Wood, 
W.  R.  Steohens,  J.  P.  Black,  W.  H.  Purkiss, 
C.  Miskin,  F.  Allison,  G.  F.  Sutton,  J.  M.  Holland, 
W.  A.  Wood.  J.  Home.  W.  Kear.is,  W.  E.  Wood- 
head,  H.  J.  Xorthfield,  H.  Pargeter,  A.  H.  Pargeter, 
S.  Smith,  W.  Dodd.  F.  Wul.f,  P.  G.  Bailey,  F.  C. 
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Clapp,  J.  Ashby,  B.  T.  Hodges,  W.  R.  Sprajjgs,  and 

G.  Brunscombe.  The  fishing  throughout  the  day 
was  very  spotty,  for  while  some  dozen  rods  did  fairly 
well  othe.'s  did  not  account  for  half  a  dozen 
fish.  Additions  to  the  pier  ranks  on  Oct.  10 
comprised  Mrs.  and  Mi^s  Marjorie  Hussey,  Mr.  A.  F. 
Wrightson,  Mr.  J.  Philp,  Mr.  Harley  Eraser,  Mr. 
McLachlin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Foreman,  'Mr.  W. 
Tress,  and  Mr.  E.  Gilbertson.  As  on  the  few  pre- 
ceding days,  sport  was  anything  but  brisk,  and  the 
general  run  of  the  whitings  and  codlings  was  small. 
Fresh  disciples  of  the  angle  on  Oct.  11  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hoare,  Mr.  E.  F.  Sams,  Mr.  Harvey,  and 
Mr.  A.  Hadley,  and  though  the  water  was  very 
thick  all  day,  a  fair  number  of  small  whitings  were 
caught. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Gorleston. — The  Gorleston  Piscatorials  held  a 
match  in  the  Harbour  on  Oct.  7,  when  Mr.  W. 
Allen  was  first  with  4lb.  2|oz.  (this  including  a 
codling  of  2Jlb.  weight) ;  2nd,  J.  W.  Milliechamp, 
21b.  UJoz.  ;  3rd,  C.  H.  Parker,  21b.  8oz.  ;  4th,  G. 
Lilley,  21b.  VJoz. ;  5th,  R.  Adams,  21b.  6oz. ;  Cth, 
E.  Bly,  21b.  5Joz.  Total  number  of  fish,  119; 
number  of  competitors,  24.  On  Tuesday,  a  small 
boy,  aged  ten,  fishing  on  the  back  of  the  Pier,  foul 
hooked,  but  successfully  landed,  a  fine  codling  of 
r2Jlb.  On  Oct.  8  I  caught  five  codling  in  the 
Harbour,  two  scaling  2^1b.  each.  My  wife  caught 
several  good  whiting.  A  fine  conger  of  91b.  was 
caught  on  Monday,  but  sport  is  only  fair. — B.  M.  O. 

Hastings. — Fishing  has  been  very  eood  here  this 
week.  Mr.  P.  T.  Croft,  on  Oct.  7,  had  a  cod  of 
lljlb.  Boat  competition  same  day.  Hastings 
Association,  twelve  members,  three  hours — 1391b. 
of  fish.  Whiting,  codling,  flounders,  dabs,  and 
conger.  Messrs.  Talbot  and  Thompson  out  with 
J.  Spice  on  Oct.  10,  two  rods,  H^lb.  cod,  341b. 
dabs,  and  S.'ilb.  whiting  ;  other  boats  doing  equally 
as  well.  Pier  fishers  have  been  having  good  sport 
at  times,  principally  night  fishing.  The  harbour 
works  also  well  to  the  fore.  Mr.  Harman,  cod, 
6^-lb. ;  Mr.  Welch,  pollack,  2Jlb.,  and  large  number 
of  whiting  and  flatfish ;  Mr.  Watts,  conger,  7 Jib. — 

H.  D, 

Pansanoe. — Weather  very  fine.  Railing  and 
hand-lining  for  mackerel  continue  to  give  fair  sport ; 
catches,  120  down.  Whiffing  for  pollack  fair  sport, 
catches  60  down.  Ground  fishing  gave  moderate 
sport.  Mr.  Tremewan  (B.S.A.S.)  and  party,  on 
Saturday  last,  had  a  nice  basket  of  mixed  fiih — 
twenty  pouting,  twenty  bream,  one  cod,  one  ling, 
three  conger,  twelve  wrasse,  one  pollack,  twelve 
mackerel,  one  ray,  and  on  Tuesday  twenty  gurnard, 
thirty  bream  and  chad,  ten  dogfish,  five  mackerel, 
four  ray  (average,  7lb.  each).  Mr.  Jubb  (three 
catches),  twenty-four  mackerel,  six  bibs,  seventeen 
wrasse,  three  conger,  nine  gurnard,  forty-one  bream 
and  chad,  five  dogfish,  two  pouting,  one  crawfish. — 
J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymonth. — Sea  fishermen  have  been  having 
pretty  fair  sport,  and  the  sea  has  been  smooth. 
The  large  fish  still  keep  to  the  outer  grounds, 
although  some  very  fine  ones  are  occasionally 
taken  inside.  The  mackerel  seem  to  be  leaving  us 
after  a  very  long  visit.  I  do  not  remember  any 
year  when  they  have  been  taken  from  off  the  piers 
and  jetties  in  such  numbers,  and  when  they  have 
remained  with  us  so  long.  The  Eddystone  Light- 
house keepers  that  were  relieved  this  month  paid 
me  a  visit,  and  said  they  had  been  catching  large 
quantities  of  bass,  casting  with  a  rod  from  off  the 
platform  ;  in  fact,  they  caught  so  many  that,  after 
saving  some  for  eating  purposes,  they  imhooked 
them  as  they  caught  them  and  put  them  into  the 
sea  again.  The  bait  they  used  was  the  Challenger. 
Mr.  Brown,  fishing  with  a  drift  line  in  the  Hamoaze 
last  week,  caught  a  fine  specimen  of  a  garfish. — 
William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southampton.  —  The  fishing  at  Southampton 
during  the  summer  has  been  very  good  on  the 
whole,  some  exceptionally  fine  bass  and  mullet 
having  been  taken  off  the  pier  and  town  quay. 
Four-pound  muUet  have  been  plentiful,  whilst  bass 
were  taken  up  to  81b.  The  opening  of  the  pier  to 
fi^thermen  at  all  times  of  the  day  has  made  a  great 
difference  to  the  fishing,  and  to  the  tackle  trade  in 
particular.  The  pier  has  also  reaped  the  benefit  of 
this  concession  to  fishermen.  So  far  no  complaints 
have  been  received.  The  whiting  season  has  com- 
menced in  earnest,  and  some  good  takes  have  been 
recorded.  Whiting  of  15in.,  lOin.,  and  17Jin.  have 
been  taken  during  the  last  three  weeks.  The  latter 
weighed  l^lb.,  and  was  brought  in  to  me  by  its 
captor,  Mr.  Crabbe.  It  was  a  fine  fish,  and  worth 
fifty  of  the  small  fry  one  generally  gets  when  out 
fishing.  A  small  party  are  going  down  to  the 
Black  Jack  at  Calshot  to-morrow.  —  Cami'bell 
McPiiKRsoN  (B.S  A.S.). 

Southwold. — Whiting  season  is  now  in  full  swing, 
and  altliough  variable  in  quantity,  some  excellent 
bags  have  resulted,  and  fish  are  getting  heavier  and 
in  better  condition  every  day.  This  afternoon 
(Oct    11),  the  town  Sea-Fishing  Club,  recently  in- 


augurated, held  its  first  competition  on  the  Coast 
Development  Co.'s  new  pier.  The  winners  were 
Messrs.  Burley,  H.  Aldred,  Dale.  Master  Field 
— not  a  competitor — landed  successfully  a  fine 
conger,  which  weighed  61b.  'Joz.  It  is  many  years 
since  such  an  enormous  number  of  herring  has  been 
taken  by  our  beach  boats  as  has  beon  the  case  to- 
day (Oct.  11).  At  least  some  120,000  have  been 
landed,  and  although  prices  have  in  consequence 
ruled  lo w.fishermen  have  a  right  to  feel  satisfied.  This 
catch  means  that  the  celebrated  Southwold  "  long- 
shore" bioaters,  which  have  such  an  almost 
universal  reputation,  will  be  available.  Those  who 
have  not  tried  them  should  lose  no  time  in  paying 
Southwold  a  visit ;  a  new  sensation  at  breakfast 
awaits  those  willing  to  give  them  a  trial. — L.  B. 
Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth.— There  is  very  little  to  report  this 
week,  as  few  anglers  have  been  out,  although  a 
good  many  boats  have  been  out  daily  for  mackerel, 
and  fair  catches  have  been  made,  but  not  up  to  the 
numbers  of  the  week  before.  Fishing  under  the 
north  shore,  cod  up  to  81b.  have  been  taken,  while 
E.  Haggett  has  had  good  sport  amongst  the  pollack, 
fish  up  to  41b.  falling  to  his  share.  There  are  still  a  lot 
of  small  muUst  in  harbour,  but  I  have  not  heard  of 
any  good  takes.  On  Oct.  5  a  visiting  clergyman 
took  a  nice  bass  of  5Jlb.  from  end  of  pier.  Dabs 
and  plaice  are  still  plentiful,  also  eels,  but  they  are 
rather  srnaller  than  usual.  At  the  time  of  writing 
several  boats  have  gone  out,  but  have  not  had  any 
reports  from  them.  There  is  s  strong  easterly  wind 
blowing,  which  is  rather  against  good  baskets  of  fish 
being  landed. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.) 


^otc5  from  ii)c  Woxif). 

The  closing  weeks  of  the  Scotch  salmon  angling 
season  promise  exceedingly  well.  The  fish  may  not 
get  into  the  far  inland  reaches,  but  there  is  already 
an  enormous  head  of  fish  in  the  middle  and  lower 
waters  that  will  afford  the  best  of  sport. 

The  Countess  of  Suffolk  and  party  are  creeling  on 
an  average  over  a  dozen  fish  daily  on  the  Qrandholm 
water,  and  Messrs.  Scott,  Simpson,  and  others  are 
having  their  hands  full  on  the  Seaton  House  water. 
Grant,  keeper,  had  a  fine  fish  of  HJlb.  on  Saturday 
on  the  Pitmedden  water — the  first  of  the  autumn 


The  higher  liills  were  coated  with  snow  on 
Monday  last — the  first  approach  of  winter — -and  for 
the  most  part  of  the  week  "  chill  November's  surly 
blast "  was  in  the  air,  although  it  was  as  yet  the 
first  of  October.  The  weather  is  much  milder  now, 
and  the  flowers  are  again  recovering  the  cold  snap. 

The  brown  trout  season  for  the  whole  of  Scot- 
land ends  to-day  (Oct.  14),  and  anglers  had 
better  be  careful  when  angling  for  salmon  or  sea- 
trout  to  give  the  brownies  a  wide  berth. 

Sea-trout  and  finnock  fishing  closes  when  the 
salmon  season  ends  on  the  respective  rivers,  and 
may  be  fished  for  up  till  then,  unless  where  local 
restrictions  say  otherwise. 

Lord  Aberdesn  issues  annual  tickets  for  anglers 
on  his  Methlic  Ythan  waters,  including  a  tributary 
of  the  Ythan — the  Ebrie — which  is  just  now  teeming 
with  sea-trout  up  to  21b. ;  and  on  Saturday  last 
Dr.  Wilson,  Messrs.  F.  J.  Scott,  Aberdeen, 
Newell  Burnett,  Crane,  and  a  host  of  others  had 
some  excellent  sport. 

On  the  Ugie  so  prolific  has  the  sport  been  during 
the  past  week  that  many  anglers  left  off  at  mid- 
day, having  filled  j^their  creels.  ^^Most  of  the  fish 
were  to  the  worm. 


The  Bridge  of  Dun  for  sea-trout,  the  Kintore 
Don  waters  (for  salmon),  the  Panmuir  Arms  water 
at  Edzel,  Forfarshire,  and  Dufftown,  on  the  Fiddoch, 
are  some  excellent  free  spots  for  the  best  of  sport 
just  now. 

The  St.  Magnus  Hotel  at  Hillswick  is  closed  down 
for  the  season,  although  there  is  plenty  of  angling 
to  be  had  right  on  to  the  middle  of  November.  It 
has  been  a  very  poor  season  in  Shetland,  but  by  no 
means  a  bad  one  at  Orkney. 


M.  Riviere,  a  French  sportsman,  who  has  a 
native  knowledge  of  our  waters,  as  well  as  language, 
manners,  and  customs,  has  the  Park  Dee  water  this 
autumn,  and  is  getting  some  grand  sport. 


The  Fishery  Conference  at  Aberdeen  last  week 
was  an  immense  success.  Lord  Provost  Walker, 
ex-Provost  Mearns  (a  member  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board),  Baillie  Pyper,  the  "  Trawler  King,"  Baillie 


Meff,  Dean  Lyon,  the  coming  Provost,  and  other 
men  of  light  and  leading  in  fishery  matters,  set 
themselves  the  task  of  giving  the  delegates  from 
Grimsby,  Yarmouth,  and  such  like  fishing  centres 
an  eye  opener,  and  succeeded  beyond  all  expes- 
tations. 


One  of  the  Grimsby  men  said  to  me  that  he  was 
glad  they  had  come  north.  Not  only  were  they 
feasted  and  entertained  on  every  hand  like  princes, 
but  as  he  had  always  classed  the  granite  city  with 
Peterhead  and  Fraserburgh  as  a  fish  town  of  little 
importance,  he  had  got  that  idea  fairly  knocked 
out  of  his  head.  Aberdeen,  although  not  yet  the 
first  fishing  centre,  was  destined  soon  to  become  so. 

Special  Scotch. 


YARMOUTH  SEA  ANGLING  FESTIVAL. 


This  new  event  is  now  happily  and  successfully 
concluded.  Inter-club  matches,  ladies'  matches, 
and  all-comers'  matches,  fishing  from  the  piers  and 
from  the  boats  gave  an  opportunity  to  all  classes 
of  anglers.  The  prize  fund  amounted  to  the  hand- 
some sum  of  £6.5,  which  is  distinctly  good  for  a 
maiden  effort.  Gorleston  was  well  represented  in 
the  list  of  prize-winners,  Mr.  Freeman,  a  visitor, 
securing  the  visitors'  prize  on  Oct.  6,  and  Mr. 
Denton,  the  well-known -secretary  of  the  Gorleston 
Piscatorials,  the  first  prize  in  the  all  comers'  match, 
together  with  a  special  prize  for  the  heaviest  bag 
of  the  festival.  This  was  a  catch  of  fifty-one  fish, 
weighing  161b.  14ioz.  The  total  entries  were  just 
under  300,  the  total  fish  well  over  3000,  and  the 
total  weight  8cwt.  odd.  B.  M.  Oakeshott. 


DISASTROUS  POISONING  OF  THE  FINE 
ANGLING  RIVER  DERWENT. 


The  mysterious  and  wholesale  poisoning  of  ilsh 
in  the  Derwent  is  even  more  serious  than  was  at 
first  supposed.  The  damage  done  in  the  reaches 
from  Darley  Dale  through  Matlock  is  almost  irre- 
parable, for,  practically  speaking,  this  fine  angling 
stream  has  been  denuded  of  fish,  grayling  especially 
being  now  non-existent  there  for  the  first  time  for 
centuries.  In  June,  1902,  the  Matlock  and  Crom- 
ford  Anghng  Association  had  30,000  young  trout 
mysteriou?ly  poisoned  at  their  hatchery  at  Matlock 
Bath.  This  occurred  in  the  height  of  the  May  Fly 
season.  It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that  since 
that  date  there  has  been  no  May  Fly  on  the  Derwent 
in  and  about  the  Matlock  district  This  is  clear 
proof  that  the  poison  which  came  down  the  stream 
killed  off  all  the  larvae  deposits  in  the  river  bed, 
and  also  proves  that  the  poison  used  was  most 
powerful.  The  May  Fly  may,  therefore,  be  regarded 
as  at  an  end  for  years  to  come.  It  has  been  also 
recognised  that  fishing  with  the  fly  has  gradually 
become  worse  since  three  years  ago,  and  the  last 
two  seasons  may  be  described  as  almost  total 
failures.  This  is  the  first  time  the  coarser  denizens 
of  the  Derwent  have  suffered,  proving  that  the 
poison  was  more  powerful  this  time  than  has  ever 
been  known.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  it  is 
difficult  to  say,  but  a  general  restocking  with  gray- 
ling, as  well  as  with  trout,  will  be  necessary,  and 
the  cause  of  the  poisoning  is  to  be  located  and 
brought  home,  so  as  to  stop  the  River  Derwent 
from  becoming  extinct  as  one  of  the  finest  trout 
and  grayling  streams  of  the  kingdom. — Manchester 
Dispatch,  Oct.  5. 


Jlssociaiions,  cic, 

Anolebs'  Association. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden  Lane,  E.C.,  on  Oct.  16, 
at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  Oct.  9  three  men  were  summoned  before  the 
magistrates  at  Uxbridge  for  fishing  without  proper 
permits  in  that  part  of  the  society's  fishery  known 
as  the  Uxbridge  section — that  is,  from  Jack's  Mill 
House,  Harefield  Vale,  to  the  Uxbridge  end  of 
Denham  Strait.  The  three  defendants  pleaded  not 
guilty.  The  magistrates  having  heard  the  evidence 
of  the  bailiff,  C.  Gamer,  employed  by  the  society 
on  the  above  section,  and  after  having  gone  into  the 
case  at  some  length,  imposed  a  fine  on  each  of 
the  defendants  with  costs.  Our  secretary,  Mr.  A. 
Derry,  and  Mr.  Armitage  also  attended  the  court 
on  behalf  of  the  society.  There  was  a  much  better 
attendance  at  our  meeting  on  Oct.  4,  when  a 
pleasant  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  Barnes,  who  had 
had  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatic  gout,  was  back 
again  after  a  somewhat  lengthy  absence.  It  was 
arranged  to  have  a  "  sides  "  match  at  Marlow  on 


October  14,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


283 


Nov.  12,  and  that  Messrs,  E.  Blagraveand  A.  Derry 
should  be  captains  of  the  respective  teams.  Sundry 
routine  matters  having  been  disposed  of,  the  meet- 
ing closed  with  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  E. 
Blagrave,  who  presided.  Dr.  R.  Moon  reported 
having  taken  bream  and  barbel  at  Chertsey  on 
Oct.  1  (best,  2Jlb.  and  3|lb.  respectively),  and  Mr. 
Featherstone,  who  had  visited  Barford,  stated  that 
ho  had  taken  about  three  dozen  perch  (best  two, 
1  lb.  each).  Members  who  went  to  Harefield  this 
last  week-end  enjoyed  very  fair  sport.  Mr.  Swain 
creeled  some  nice  samples  of  roach,  and  Messrs. 
Blagrave,  Gobell,  Rodbur,  and  Yarham  also  found 
the  roach  feeding'  and  secured  some  fair-sized  fish 
and  a  few  dace.  Mr.  Braddick  landed  a  perch  of 
1  lb.  4Joz.,  which  he  was  good  enough  to  return. 
Messrs.  Sage  and  Metz  qualified  for  the  third  round 
in  the  club  cup  competition. — E.  B. 

City  or  London  Piscatorial  Society-. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Grubb  presided  at  a  notable  meeting 
held  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday  last,  the  event 
of  ihe  evening  being  the  reading  of  a  paper  by  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  ").    Fishing  reports  were 
made  by  Messrs.  Ernest  Orpin  and  B..  G.  Lee,  who, 
fishing  at  Datchet,  had  taken  some  half  dozen  chub 
up  to  21b. — which  were  all  returned — besides  a 
number  of  dace  ;  Mr.  Merritt,  at  Elstree,  had  taken 
three  jack;  whilst  at  Leigh-on-Sea  Messrs.  Dryden, 
Hurren,  Salisbury,  Shackell,  and  Vincent  had  taken 
several  dozen  flounders,  dabs,  and  plaice.   A  gentle- 
man was  nominated  for  membership,  ballot  Oct.  24. 
News  was  received — with  every  sympathy  and  sin- 
cere condolence — of  a  very  sad  domestic  affliction 
that  has  recently  occurred  to  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  who 
V  ^3,  of  course,  not  able  to  be  present.  Occasion 
i  been  found,  however,  to  give  expression  to  the 
:row  felt  by  all  members.    Mr.  Crumplen's  paper 
"Restocking  and  Preservation  of  the  Thames" 
Dved  to  be,  as  might  have  been  expected,  very 
eresting  and  instructive.    The  foundation  of  the 
A..P.S.  and  its  career,  with  all  its  "ups  and 
wBS,"  its  great  success  in  stopping  unauthorised 
ling  and  the  taking  of  immature  fish,  together 
V:  1th  its  grand  achievements  in  restocking,  were  all 
faithfully  chronicled,  with  the  many  attempts  made 
at  various  times  by  sundry  persons  and  public 
dies  to  introduce  foreign  fish  into  our  London 
er,  attempts  that  generally  ended  in  absolute 
I  allure.     After  considerable  discussion,  in  which 
Messrs.  G.  H.  Howard  {Fishing  Gazette),  Bentley, 
Dryden.  Parker,  Thompson,  Hurren,  and  W.  J. 
Wade  (Central  AssDciation)  took  part,  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to 'Mr.  Crumplen  for  his 
admirable  paper,  which  it  is  hoped  will  shortly  be 
printed.    The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  aad  a  hearty 
■  le  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the 
joeedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Atkinson  presided  over  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Oct.    10.     Applications  for 
membership  were  received,  and  will  be  dealt  with  in 
o  course.  The  date  for  the  Deal  competition  was 
id  for  Saturday,  Nov.  4.    It  is  requested  that 
rubers  and   their  friends  who  propose  going 
•.vn  will    communicate  with   the  hon.  sec.  in 
ler  that  arrangements  may  be  made.  Fishing 
ports  were  very   poor,  though  several  mem- 
rs  had   been  out.      Mr.    Woodruff   gave  an 
ount  of  a  contest  he  had  at  Bournemouth  with 
eral  boatmen  using  hand- lines,  he  using  a  rod, 
which,  though    he   was   outnumbered  to  the 
tont  of  five  to  one  the  rod  was  an  easy  winner, 
'•se  particular  boatmen  now  conclude  that  there 
something  after  all  in  using  fine  tackle.    Mr.  F. 
Gray  had  a  good  bag  of  roach  at  Kelvedon 
ring  the  week.     The  bailiff   reports  that  the 
ospects  for  roaching  are  not  very  bright,  owing  to 
tiio  Jowness  of  the  river. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Harding  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
t.  11.    Practically  no  angling  reports  were  sub- 
tted,  but  Mr.  Potter,  who  had  fished  and  won  his 
it  in  the  club  championship  on  the  club  water  at 
rford,  reported  a  couple  of  dozen  fair  roach  and  a 
ish  of  pike,  best  (ijlb.    He  stated  that  the  weeds 
ii  o  rapidly  disappouring,  and  conditions  will  now 
ho  very  favourable.     Mr.  Johnson  Smith  took  a 
'  irnber  of  perch,  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Lathy  in  five 
tinas  has  taken  nineteen  carp,  a  brace  51b.  each, 
o  tilb.,  and  one  8:^1  b.    Owing  to  ill-health,  Mr.  G. 
W  cstrup  resigned  his  position  as  secretary,  and  was 
1'  '!ordod  a  heiiity  vote  of  thanks  for  past  services, 
'r.  G.  H.  Pvayner  was  appointed  unanimously  to 
the  vacancy. — G.  W. 

HoLLOWAV  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  8.  Stone  presided  on  Oct.  10.  In  apprecia- 
n  of  our  recent  testimonial  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
one,  the  former  haa  kindly  put  up  two  more  cups 
•  competition,  second  best  fish  all  in,  and  best 


fish  caught  by  a  novice  to  win  same.  Two  full 
members  were  duly  elected.  Next  outing  Oct.  29, 
Cookham,  8.40  a.m.  Paddington.  Mr.  F.  Berry 
reports  a  catch  of  bream. —  H.  C.  M. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Monday's  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr. 
Robert  Bradford  who  brought  encouraging  news 
from  Newbury  as  to  the  state  of  the  Lamboura 
after  the  mudding  operations  of  last  week.  He 
stated  that  on  Sunday  the  grayling  were  rising 
well,  evidencing  that  they  have  quickly  recovered 
from  the  disturbance  caused  to  them  by  tne  dredging 
of  the  river.  The  members  passed  a  unanimous  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.C.  H.  By  waters,  who  not  only  designed 
the  dredger,  but  had  it  made,  altered  it  slightly 
subsequently  himself,  and  superintended  the  whole 
work  of  getting  the  mud  out  of  the  river.  At  least 
a  foot  of  sediment  has  been  shifted  from  the 
island  above  bridge  down  to  almost  the  end 
of  the  water.  The  island  of  mud  on  the  top 
shallow  has  disappeared  entirely.  The  ingenious 
device  invented  by  Mr.  Bywaters  had  done  its  work 
right  well.  A  number  of  visitors  came  from  New- 
bury to  see  the  dredger  at  worlt,  and  expressed 
surprise  at  the  rapidity  with  which  it  performed 
its  task  With  regard  to  angling,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Reeves  had  a  21b.  perch  from  the  Kennet 
and  Mr.  Robert  Bradford  made  a  nice  bag  of 
roach  at  Critchfields  comer,  several  fish  weighing 
over  1  lb.  At  Uxbridge  Mr.  Fletcher  had  some 
roach,  but  since  the  weed  cutting  fish  of  all  kinds 
have  been  most  difficult  to  get.  With  grayling  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rolt  had  done  exceedingly  well  on  the  Itchen 
and  Wylye,  getting  splendid  fish  up  to '21b.  2oz.  in 
weight  with  the  Witch  and  Winged  Green  Midge. 
— Hon.  Sec. 


THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  GAME  IN 
CANADA. 


The  American  Consul  at  Three  Rivers  states,  in  a 
recent  report,  that  complaints  as  to  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  game  and  fish  in  the  Dominion,  re- 
gardless of  legal  restrictions,  are  multiplying.  The 
people  of  the  province  of  Quebec  allege  that  the 
law  as  to  the  close  season  is  not  observed,  and 
that  in  all  seasons  partridges  are  shipped  to  the 
United  States.  A  visitor  who  spent  some  time 
recently  in  the  northern  portion  of  Argenteuil 
County  inspecting  timber  says  that,  in  a  wooded 
tract  that  he  had  gone  over  before  and  found  teem- 
ing with  game,  on  this  last  visit  in  eight  miles  of  it 
he  saw  no  living  thing.  The  partridges  have  dis- 
appeared, having  been  killed  by  the  thousands  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  American  market,  while  the 
deer  have  been  stalked  with  dogs,  battued  in  droves, 
and  killed,  skinned,  and  buried.  This  is  done 
simply  for  commercial  purposes.  The  deer-skins 
are  ail  that  is  wanted,  the  remainder  being  buried 
to  prevent  prosecution.  The  settlers  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  law,  but  they  are  afraid  of  the 
consequences  of  complaining.  The  superintendent 
of  fish  and  game  is  doing  all  that  he  can  under  the 
system  which  now  prevails.  He  is  assisted  to  a 
large  extent  by  the  fish  and  game  protection 
societies,  but  he  lacks  efficient  support.  The  game 
wardens  get  salaries  which  are  insufficient  to  secure 
men  who  would  save  forests  and  streams  from 
being  devastated.  The  fish  in  the  lakes  are  also 
sadly  in  need  of  protection.  In  some  districts 
where  the  lakes  teemed  with  trout  a  few  years  ago 
they  have  disappeared  almost  entirely.  Mills  have 
been  built  on  the  borders  of  the  lakes,  and  sawdust 
is  thrown  linto  them,  so  that  the  fish  are  driven 
away. — Times. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Last  Wednesday's  meeting  was  a  very'  well 
attended  one.  A  paper  by  Dr.  Patterson  is  always 
popular.  The  one  read  by  him  upon  "  Sharks  and 
Dogfish"  was  very  warmly  received,  as  much  for 
the  excellence  of  tlie  matter  as  the  charming  manner 
of  its  delivery.  The  reading  took  precedence  of  the 
business  matters  to  enable  the  Doctor  to  return  to 
the  country,  having  come  up  specially.  Mr.  E. 
Hyde  occupied  the  chair. 

The  lecturer  divided  the  sub-order  into — 1,  sharks 
and  dogfish ;  2,  skate.s  and  rays.  Of  the  first  fifteen 
families  existed,  some  said  seventeen  ;  if  Mr.  Aflalo's 
addition  were  admitted,  at  any  rate,  sixteen.  The 
white  shark  was  not  included  by  Francis  Day.  The 
shark  proper  was  distinguishable  by  the  presence 
of  a  nictitating  membrane  on  the  eye  not  present 
with  the  other  families.  The  blue  shark  was  the  one 
most  familiar  to  the  sea  angler. 

That  the  shark  is  accompanied  l)y  the  pilot  fish 
was  admitted,  but  was  simply  caused  bj'  the  fact  of 
its  living  upon  the  shark's  droppings.  The  nostrils 
of  the  shark  were  lateral,  and  teeth  saw-edged,  the 


upper  part  of  the  tail  lar^e,  and  the  lower  part 
small.  The  difference  with  tlie  tail  of  the  toper  was 
illustrated  by  carefully  prepared  diagrams  and  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  latter  in  the  society's  museum, 
sent  up  by  Mr.  Hanger  from  Deal  some  years  ago. 

Sharks  up  to  lift,  were  not  uncommon  on  our 
coasts,  and  the  warmer  the  weather  the  more 
plentiful  were  the  sharks.  The  toper  was  of  a  light 
grey  colour  above,  darker  below,  and  was  known  a.« 
the  "  Penny  Dog,"  "Rig,"  and  "Sweet  Willitim." 
The  dog-fish  was  well  known  to  soa  anglers  as  an 
unblushing  bait  robber  and  fed  largely  on  crabs 
and  starfish.  The  various  modes  of  reproduc- 
tion in  the  various  species  were  described.  The 
Hammerhead,  a  most  voracious  fish,  was  found 
in  our  waters  up  to  a  size  of  13ft.,  and  wets  usually 
called  the  smooth  hound.  The  tail  has  no  lower 
lobe ;  teeth,  pavement-like  as  in  the  rays ;  and 
skates,  Tho  porbeagle  was  distinguished  by  the 
absence  of  the  nictitating  membrane  in  the  eye. 
It  kills  spurdogs,  and  Francis  Day  says  that  it  will 
wait  upon  the  long  line  to  secure  its  food.  Its 
weight  runs  up  to  58lb.,  and  it  is  from  3ft.  6in.  to 
10ft.  in  length.  The  "thresher,  well-known  as  a 
formidable  attacker  of  whales,  and  the  basking 
shark  were  well  described,  also  the  very  peculiar 
six-gilled  shark  which  has  only  one  dorsal  fin.  The 
nursedogand  the  catfish  were  good  for  food,  but  the 
liver  poisonous.    The  spurdog  has  no  anal  fin. 

The  monkfish  and  the  chimera  were  described  as 
sharks — a  very  fine  and  handsome  specimen  of  the 
latter  lent  by  Dr.  Patterson  is  on  the  walls  of  the 
society's  rooms.  The  long  and  interesting  paper 
was  warmly  received  and  ended  with  much  applause. 
Mr.  Howard,  "  Dragnet,"  supplied  additional  par- 
ticulars of  the  hussdog  and  the  nursedog  and  the 
spotted  dog,  with  all  of  whom  he  declared  he  had  a 
large  acquaintance.  Mr.  Minchin,  Mr.  Boyton,  and 
the  chairman,  and  other  members  all  contributed 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  awarded  to  the  Doctor  for  his  ex- 
cellent paper. 

The  secretary,  Mr.  Pickup,  reported  a  very 
successful  member  as  having  taken  a  total  of  1710 
fish  off  the  Isle  of  Man.  One  a  skate  weighing 
2271b.  Total,  two  tons  2qrs.  and  27lb.  in  twenty- 
five  days'  fishing — another  member  had  been  very 
successful  at  Port  Erin.  Mr.  Payton  wrote  from 
Calais  that  there  had  been  a  great  influx  of  codling 
at  Calais.  Mr.  Read  Clarke  and  other  members  had 
been  very  successful  at  Deal.  A  cod  of  19lb.  8oz. 
and  a  wrasse  of  17ilb.  had  been  taken  at  Kings - 
down.  Mr.  Kemp  had  fifty-seven  codling,  twelve 
pout,  thirty  whiting,  five  conger,  and  also  caught  a 
new  member.  Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett  presented  what  has 
become  really  an  armual  report  of  the  doings  of 
members  at  BaUycotton,  Ireland.  This  year  they 
had  been  favoured  with  very  fine  weather,  got  eight 
days  right  off,  and  very  favourable  for  getting 
the  marks.  Bait,  owing  to  the  settled  weather,  was 
in  good  supply.  Of  the  fish  taken  forty-five  were 
specimens.  A  shark  ran  away  with  Mr.  Betstin's 
rod,  but  it  was  recovered  by  a  marvellous  re- 
capture of  the  fish.  A  large  sKate  on  being  boated 
vomited  a  lOlb.  pollack.  Of  skate  forty  were 
taken;  Mr.  Mignot  having  one  of  1821b.,  Bullock, 
jun.,  1541b..  Garnham,  1501b.,  S.  W.  Bullock,  1241b., 
Bastin,  1121b.,  MaUett,  1121b.,  Crisfield,  1021b., 
Wadman,  1051b.,  941b.,  901b.,  7Clb.,  and  621b.  Of 
bream  one  hundred  were  taken,  one  of  31b.,  by  Mr. 
S.  W.  Bullock,  but  no  large  ones  about.  Whiting, 
fifty,  wrasse,  fifty,  gurnard,  fifty,  scad,  ten, 
pouting,  fifty,  C.  J.  Crisfield,  ^one  of  41b.,  a 
splendid  fish,  Wadman,  31b.  2^oz.,  Baldry,  2Jlb. 
Mallett,  2lb. ;  sharks,  nine,  32lb.,  30lb.,  241b.,  and 
221b.  ;  dogfish  any  number,  a  great  nuisance  ;  dab, 
one  ;  octopus,  one ;  garfish,  one ;  lobsters,  two  ; 
crawfish,  three;  pollack,  450.  Garnham,  one  of 
14lb.  Mallett,  141b.,  12^lb.,  and  12ilb.  S.  Bullock, 
two  of  131b.  Wadham,  12:Jlb.,  and  a  large  number 
of  101b.  Mr.  Hearn  one  morning  took  thirty-two 
large  ones  in  two  hours  :  cod,  ten,  21  Jib.,  221b., 
20pb.,  17^lb.,  and  12lb.  ;  ling,  twenty-one,  321b  , 
301b.,  243ib.,  21ilb.,  ISlb.,  tliree  of  16ilb..  two  of 
lO^lb. ;  conger,  100,  26pb.,  24lb.,  23ilb.',  221b., 
21  lb.,  and  a  large  number  over  2(Jlb.  ;  coal- 
fish,  one  (too  early) ;  hake,  one.  Mr.  Bullock, 
sen.,  took  a  grand  halibut  of  95lb.  This  fish 
had  been  hooked  on  Saturday  by  Mr.  Howes, 
broke  away  from  two  gaffs  when  alongside,  recap- 
tured on  same  marks  on  the  ensuing  Monday,  the 
Very  first  fish  brought  mto  the  boat.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  awarded  to  the  chairman,  and  the 
subject  ,for  next  Wednesday  announced  as  a  paper 
on  Drift-line  Fishing  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo.     H.  P. 


The  soft-shellj clam  is  the  "submarine"  of  tho 
piscatorial  world.  The  posterior  appendage  sub- 
merges the  craft  in  the  sand  or  mud,  and  the,famous 
"neck,"  which  in  reality  consists  of  two  parallel 
tubes,  ensures  nourishment  on  the  one  hand  and  an 
exhaust  on  the  other. 
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The  rose  looks  fair,  hut  fairer  we  it  deem 
For  that  sweet  odour  which  doth  in  it  live. 
The  canker  blooms  have  full  as  deep  a  dye 
As  the  perfumed  tincture  of  the  roses. 


But — for  their  virtue  only  is  their  show. 
They  live  unwoocd  and  iinrespected  fade. 
Die  to  themselves.    Sweet  roses  do  not  so  ; 
Of  their  sweet  deaths  are  sweetest  odours  made. 

— Shakesi'eabe. 


A  CLANCE  at  the  advertisement  on  p.  ii.  will  show 
that  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  fourth  annual 
sea  angling  festival  will  take  place  on  Oct.  28,  29^ 
and  30.  There  are  sixty  good  prizes,  valued  at 
more  than  £100.  There  are  three  competitions — 
from  Boats  and  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
Piers.  In  the  Boat  Competition,  "  The  South  o£ 
England  Sea  Angling  Championship  Trophy,"  "  The 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  "  Challenge  Cup,  "  The 
Lewis  Abbot"  Challenge  Cup,  and  twenty-three 
other  prizes  will  be  competed  for.  Entry  forms  and 
further  particulars  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs. 
A.  A.  Bartram  and  H.  Dowsett,  10,  York  Buildings, 
Hastings.  Do  not  forget  that  entries  close  Tuesday, 
Oct.  2+.  My  boat  is  booked,  and  I  have  entered 
for  all  the  events,  and  all  that  is  wanted  is 
fine  weather  and;  plenty  of  fish.  Everything  else 
may  be  safely  left  to  the  Festival  Committee. 


The  recently  formed  Henley-on-Thames  A.S.  has 
made  a  successful  start,  and  several  nice  fish  have 
(been  brought  to  scale.  Mr.  Prike  had  two  chub  of 
31b.  340Z.  and  21b.  Coz. ;  Mr.  Lee,  chub  ;  and  Mr. 
L.  Wright,  roach;  while  another  member,  fishing 
with,  J.  Arlett,  caught  chub  up  to  41b.  8oz. 

«  ♦  *  ♦  • 

The  Henley  Working  Men's  Fishing  Club  fished  a 
pegged  down  match  on  Oct.  8,  when  twenty-seven 
membeis  fished  the  Henley  reach.  The  conditions 
were  against  successful  angling,;  the  first  prize, 
which  included  a  silver  medal  given  by  Mr.  A. 
Parrott,  wai  won  by  Mr.  A.  Winter  ;  Mr.  H.  Pither, 
second ;  Mr.  F.  Cox.  third  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Parrott, 
fourth. 

"  A  Plea  tor  Preservation,"  more  particularly 
on  the  Thames,  was  the  theme  of  a  well  delivered 
and  well-thought-out  paper  read  to  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorials  on 
Tuesday  evening  last  by  Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen. 
The  lectui  er  has  promised  to  send  extracts,  which 
will  gladly  be  published,  and  I  feel  sure  that  all 
lovers  of  the  Thames  will  subscribe  their  mite  to- 
wards the  funds  of  a  society  which  is  doing  such 
good  work  in  restocking  and  preservation. 


"Throw  physic  to  the  dogs!"  Yet  no;  what 
have  the  dogs  done  that  we  should  serve  them  so  ? 
On  page  283  will  be  found  a  report  of  the  B.S.A.S., 
from  which  it  is  gathered  that  Dr.  Chas.  S.  Patter- 
son lectured  on  "Sharks  and  Dogfish."  His 
"practice  "  in  the  country  prevents  his  attendance 
at  its  weekly  meetings,  but  his  knowledge  of  the 
habits  and  customs  of  nearly  all  the  fish  that  swim 
in  the  sea  was  the  cause  of  an  overwhelming 
audience  to  listen  to  his  discourse.  The  subject 
may  have  appeared  on  paper  as  "  dry,"  but  by  the 
light  of  "Day"  and  other  authorities  it  was 
"Couched"  in  simple  language  understanded  by 
all  present. 

***** 

The  dcctor  is  always  practical.  The  various 
heads  and  tails,  as  well  as  the  fins,  were  cleverly 

Eortrayed  on  the  screen  and  chalked  on  the  black- 
oard.  In  addition,  the  only  two  sharks  in  the 
Society's  museum  were  taken  out  of  their  formalia 
l)ath  for  closer  observation.  We  were  told  that 
fifteen  species  of  sharks  were  known  to  ichthy- 
ologists—some said  seventeen ;  but  the  doctor  was 
reminded  that  we  had  in  Fleet-street,  as  well  as  in 
other  places,  what  is  known  as  the  landshark.  It 
was  a  really  instructive  and  amusing  lecture,  and 
the  genial  doctor  received  quite  an  ovation  as  he 
was  escorted  to  his  motor-car. 

*  •  •  ♦  ♦ 

Then  came  some  "experiences."  The  twelve 
good  men  and  true  who  had  just  returned  from 
Ballycotton  wore  content  to  leave  Judge  Mallett  to 
recount  their  exploits,  which  were  nothing  short  of 
marvellous.  Even  some  of  the  old  "  salts  "  appeared 
somewhat  incredulous,  but  their  incredulity  was 
soon  dissipated  when  they  remembered  that  they 
wore  British  Sea  Anglers. 


Mr.  Rogers,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  sends  me  a  cutting 
from  an  Irish  paper,  asking,  "  What  price  the  nipper 
as  a  member  of  that  society  ?  "  "A  remarkable 
catch  was  made  the  other  day  by"  Eric  C.  Hodges, 
the  little  son  of  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Hodges.  The  young- 
ster, whilst  fishing  alone  off  the  breakwater  at 
Ballycotton,  co.  Cork,  hooked  a  monster  fish. 
The  majority  of  boys  would  have  let  line  and  all 
go  upon  feeling  the  terrific  pulling,  but  little 
Eric  was  not  of  that  sort.  He  held  on  like  a' man 
until  he  saw  a  boat  within  hail.  After  some  twenty 
minutes  he  attracted  theii-  attention,  and  upon  the 
ocovipants  coming  to  his  help,  they  assisted  him  in 
landing  a  monster  conger  eel,  over  Oft.  long,  weigh- 
ing over  Jcwt.,  its  girth  being  20in.  Considering 
that  its  captor  is  only  3ft.  Gin.  in  height,  and  421b. 
weight,  it  speaks  volumes  for  the  pluck  of  the  young 
ii-iherman  in  that  he  held  on  alone  for  over  twenty 
minutes." 

Mr.  George  Gbiffiths,  of  Frensham^  Pond, 
writes: — "Our  perch  are  feeding  well.  Within  a 
fortnight,  with  only  three  rods,  six  have  been 
grassed  over  lib.  and  up  to  1  Jib.,  and  last  Satur- 
day one  of  just  21b."  [Not  bad  for  a  start  I  I  must 
really  have  another  try  at  Frensham  for  pike  and 
perch.] 

The  total  catch  of  the  Victoria  sealing  fleet  for 
the  season  amounts  to  12,950  skins. 

October. 

October  ta'ces  it?  n<>,'n3  from  two  Latin  words 
Octo,  eight,  because  it  was  the  eighth  month  of  the 
first  Roman  year,  and  imher,  shower,  to  point  to 
the  wet  weather  usual  at  this  season.  The  Saxons 
called  it  Wyn-Monath,  or  wine  month,  because  the 
grapes  were  ready  for  pressing.  They  also  called  it 
Winter  Tylleth,  or  coming  winter.  The  days  set 
apart  for  spe3ial  observance  in  October  are  the 
18th,  dedicated  to  St.  Luke  ;  the  25th,  to  St.  Crispin 
and  St.  Crispianus,  the  patron  saints  of  shoemakers, 
who  while  preaching  the  Gospel  in  France  supported 
themselves  by  making  shoes;  the  28th,  the  joint 
festivals  of  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude;  and  the  31st, 
as  the  Eve  of  All  Saints  or  All-lmllows  Eve.  During 
this  month  seed-vessels  of  many  plants  may  be 
heard  bursting  and  discharging  their  contents, 
many  to  a  considerable  distance,  other  seeds  being 
enclosed  in  the  glowing  berries  which  are  devoured 
and  distributed  by  the  birds.  October  has  also  a 
brilliant  vegetation  of  its  own  in  the  various  fungi, 
eatable  and  otherwise.  Galls  may  be  observed  on 
oaks,  willows,  hawthorns,  and  roses,  caused  by  the 
ichneumon-fly,  which  lays  its  eggs  under  the  bark. 
Farmers  are  busy  gathering  in  the  root-crops,  in 
ploughing  and  sowing,  while  the  wood-cutters  are 
at  work  gathering  fuel  and  felling  trees.  Wild 
ducks  are  caught  in  decoys,  a  business  which  is  not 
permitted  to  begin  till  October  I.  It  is  also  the 
great  month  for  brewing,  as  the  weather  is  cool 
enough  to  allow  a  great  quantity  of  ale  to  be  brewed 
at  a  time,  without  the  fear  of  too  rapid  fermentation. 

Nelson  Centennial  Celebeations. 
There  is  only  one  London,  and  there  is  only  one 
Royal  Albert  Hall.  It  is  fitting,  therefore,  that  in 
the  Nelson  Centennial  Celebrations,  to  be  held 
throughout  the  Empire  on  Oct.  21,  this  famous 
Memorial  Hall  should  be  the  centre  of  that  ever 
memorable  day  in  the  history  of  Britain.  The 
promoters  desire  to  draw  special  attention  to  the 
grand  evening  Nelson  Centenary  Concert,  and  to 
state  that  as  so  many  will  be  excluded  from  the 
afternoon  demonstration  on  account  of  space,  the 
evening  will  be  of  intense  interest,  culminating  and 
closing  in  Mr.  West  giving  a  specially  prepared  pro- 
gramme, suitable  for  closing  such  a  memorable  day. 
The  public  will  be  admitted  to  the  gallery  prome- 
nade, with  a  limited  number  of  seats,  for  is.,  and 
for  other  parts  of  the  hall  tickets  can  be  obtained 
for  2s.,  3s.,  4s.,  5s. ;  Boxes  £2  12s.  6d.,  £2  23.,  and 
£  1  Is.  Donations  may  be  sentjto  the  Nelson  Cen- 
tenary Memorial  Fund,  Bank  of  England;  the 
Union  of  London  and  Smith's  Bank,  Ltd.,  Cornhill, 
E  C  •  the  Treasurer,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Dimsdale,  Bart.,  M.P.,  P.C  ;  and  all  communica- 
tions may  be  sent  to  the  Secretary,  British  and 
Foreign  Sailors'  Society,  Passmore  Edwards  Sailors' 
Palace,  680,  Commercial-road,  London,  E. 

Two  Hundred  and  Forty  Miles  fob  Five 
Shillings. 

The  London  and  North- Western  Railway  Com- 
pany announce  Express  Half-Day  Excursions  on 
Oct.  14,  19.  and  28,  leaving  Euston  Station  at 
12.25  p.m.  for  Birmingham,  Dudley,  Walsall,  and 
Wolverhampton,  running  between  "Euston  and 
Birmingham "  in  two  and  a  half  hours  in  each 
direction  for  5s.  Tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Coventry,  'Kenilworth,  Leamington,  and  Warwick 
by  these  express  trains.    Return  fare,  48. 


I  heab  that  good  sport  is  being  had  at  Twicken- 
ham. On  Oat.  10,  out  with  McBride,  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Abrahams,  in  about  two  hours,  captured  close  on 
141b.  of  good  roach  and  dace.  The  lady  again  took 
the  "  better  half." 


Angling  and  Gardening  are  twin-siaters ;  they  f 
each  offer  a  pleasant  occupation  to  the  lover  of 
Nature.  And  just  as  he  who  makes  two  blades 
of  grass  grow  where  only  one  grew  before  is  a  ■ 
benefactor  to  mankind,  so  is  the  angler  or  horti- 
culturist who  improves  his  professional  art  deserving  - 
of  praise  and  approvaL  These  remarks  are  prompted 
by  the  receipt  of  a  neat  autumn  catalogue  of  fruits, 
flowers,  plants,  etc.,  from  Messrs.  Merryweather  and 
Sons,  of  Southwell,  Notts.  The  .catalogue  is  well 
illustrated  (especially  in  the  matter  of  roses),  and 
the  various  kinds  of  bulbs,  plants,  etc.,  are  so  well 
grouped  as  to  enable  the  reader  to  "  spot "  any  item 
in  which  he  is  interested  without  laborious  research. 
Some  years  ago  a  fiiend  of  the  writer  ordered  from 
this  firm  an  assortment  of  fruit  trees  (and  notably 
the  "  Bramley  seedling  apole  "),  which  has  proved 
"  a  boon  and  a  blessing."  The  best  advice  I  can 
give  to  gardeners  is — send  to  Messrs.  Merryweather 
for  a  copy  of  tha  catalogue.  i 

 .   f 

\  Which,  Fobd,  did  You  Ask  ? 

Quoth  a  certain  old  b  jy  of  "  Hook-Catchem  "  i 
(Change  at  Banbury,  G.W.R.)ii; 
Who  angled  early  and  often — -  | 
"For  the  raiibows,  the  Levens,  and  bonnie  browaf 
trout,  I 
That  haunt  the  mill-stream  without  e'er  a  doubt,  ' 
With  flies,  wet  or  dry,  ' 
Let  all  of  us  try  !  " 
And  the  Good-wife  will  Cook  'em  all  in  a  trice,  | 
Yes !  the  Good-wife  will  cook  'em,  ever  so  nice.  ' 
("Ah!  Mei!"  sighed  She.)  '; 

— Anon.  ; 


The  following  (according  to  a  correspondentj 
is  an  exact  cjpy  of  a  letter  just  received  by  a 
Cape  Town  firm  from  a  country  customer  who 
had  ordered  a  bicycle : — "  Dear  Sir, — I  receive 
de  bicokel  witch  i  by  from  you  alrite  but  for 
who  you  dont  send  me  no  saddel.  What  is  de 
use  of  de  bicokel  when  she  dont  have  saddel  i 
am  loose  to  ma  kustomir  sure  ting  by  no  having 
saddels  and  dats  not  very  pleasure  wat  is  de 
matter  wit  you  mister  is  not  my  moneys  as  good 
like  anodder  mins  you  loose  to  me  my  trade  i  am 
very  anger  and  not  I  tell  to  you  you  are  a  dam 
Fools  mister  i  send  to  you  back  at  wuace  your 
bicokel  tomorro  for  sure  bekause  you  are  such  a 

dam  foolishness  peoples. — Yours,  respectfulle,  • 

P.S. — Since  i  rite  to  you  dis  letter  i  find  de  saddels 
in  de  box.  Excuse  to  me."  Happily  the  postscript 
did  not  prevent  the  document  being  sent. 


Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  fishing  near  Hammer- 
smith on  Monday,  caught  a  beautifully  marked 
pike  of  U^lh. 

The  Other  Fish. 

You  come  with  a  shattered  net,  my  friend. 

And  a  face  as  long  as  my  arm  ; 
Your  fortunes  are  broken,  and  by  that  same  token 

Your  life  has  lost  all  chaxm. 

There  are  just  as  good  fish  in  the  sea,  my  friend. 

As  ever  came  out  of  its  brine ; 
But  you  aren't  fishing — you'll  take  it  out  wishing— 

You'd  rather  sit  down  and  whine. 

Of  forty  failures  the  net  was  looped 

That  took  Success  in  its  toils ; 
Then  mend  your  netting,  ths  past  forgetting. 

And  draw  up  your  silver  spoils. 

— New  York  Times 


The  striped  bass  is  populating  the  waters  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  to  a  surprising  extent.  They  are  very 
welcome,  for  they  are  a  fine  salt-water  fish.  They 
were  introduced  on  the  Pacific  Coast  ten  years  ago. 


Mr.  Gbimmett,  a  well-known  and  respected  and. 
also  a  very  skilful  London  angler,  has  captured 
several  dace  this  season  weighing  close  on  the 
pound.  A  12oz.  dace  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  fine  fish ; 
a  pounder  is  a  beauty.  Now  I  hear  from  Mr. 
Humphrie,  hon.  sec.  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials, 
that  Mr.  Grimmett  has  taken  a  dace  of  1  lb.  IJoz. 
I.have  not  heard  where  it  was  taken,  but  my 
favourite  dace  river  is  the  Cam,  in  Cambridgeshire, 
where  on  a  cold,  snowy  winter's  day  the  only  two 
fish  taken  (float  ledgering)  were  dace  weighing 
1  lb.  l^oz.  and  1  lb.  2^oz.  They  are  in  a  glass  hous» 
in  the  sanctum  sanctorum  of  Dragnet.  _ 
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ppovineial  flngliflg  jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  that  the  Birmingham  Asso- 
ciation are  taking  steps  to  rid  the  ranks  of  im- 
desirable  members.  Complaints  have  been  made 
in  some  of  our  local  papers  as  to  the  conduct  of 
some  of  the  members,  and  the  association  have  set 
to  work  to  put  a  stop  to  this  kind  of  thing.  The 
Dog  and  Partridge  Club  have  lately  expelled  a 
member,  and  their  decision  has  latelj'  been  upheld 
by  the  association,  and  the  man  has  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  whole  range  of  the  affiliated  clubs 
for  all  time.  This  kind  of  action  used  to  be 
put  in  force  years  ago  and  had  a  good  effect, 
and  I  with  others  hope  that  by  these  strong 
measures  being  taken  it  will  deter  others  from 
doing  wrong.  Two  more  strong  clubs  have  lately 
completed  their  affiliation  with  the  Provincial 
Association — one  is  the  Wrexham  Association  and 
the  other  is  the  Wednesbury  Association — both  bid 
fair  to  become  strong  organisations.  We  have  had 
a  number  of  bye  contests  fished  off  lately  for 
prizes  left  over  from  the  annual  contests.  Both 
rivers  and  canals  have  been  fished,  but  in  these  con- 
tests sport  on  the  whole  has  been  of  a  very  poor 
description.  I  have  tried  to  warn  clubs  against  the 
canal  at  Stoke  and  Fernhill  Heath,  but  little  notice 
has  been  taken  of  the  warning.  Oq  Oct.  8  three 
clubs  visited  the  former  place.  In  all  there  were 
about  ninety  members  competing,  and  out  of  this 
numberjonly  one  member  caught  one  smali'gudgeon. 
The  clubs  fished  three  hours,  and  this  means  270 
hours'  fishing,  or  trying  to  take  fi^h,  with  the  miser- 
able result.  The  Handsworth  Lion  Society  are  pro- 
viding entertainxnents  for  their  members  during  the 
coming  winter.  Mr.  Brown,  better  known  to  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  "  Brown  Owl,"  the  genial 
manager  of  the  Complete  Angler's  Stores,  Worcester- 
street,  Birmingham,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Lion 
Club,  will  give  a  lecture  at  the  club-house  on  Oct. 
31,  the  subject  being  "  Anglers'  Playgrounds."  The 
lectiu-e  will  be  illustrated  with  limelight  views.  The 
proceeds  will  be  handed  over  to  the  B.A.B.S.  The 
committee  are  arranging  a  concert  for  early  in 
November. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

At  last  we  are  able  to  report  a  gratifying  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  the  Witham,  which 
lor  weeks  past  had  been  thoroughly  congested  on 
the  surface  with  "  duck  "  weed.  The  heavy  rains, 
together  with  the  strong  winds,  have  combined  to 
clear  much  of  the  obstruction  away,  and  anglers 
are  comequently  having  better  sport.  Roach 
fishermen  have  done  very  well,  and  bags  up  to 
Lolb.  and  2(ilb..have  been  made,  principally  with 
the  maggot  bait.  The  trolling  rod  is  now  being 
pretty  generally  employed,  both  on  the  Witham 
and  upper  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot.  Pike  up  to 
121b.  have  been  killed  during  the  past  few  day.s, 
and  one  rod  accounted  for  two  and  a  half  brace 
weighing  in  the  aggregate  33Jlb.  The  principal 
event  ot  this  week  has  been  the  annual  competition 
of  the  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Society,  which  took 
place  on  the  Witham  at  Southrey  on  Monday,  Oct.  9. 
A  sum  of  £45  was  offered  for  competition,  in  addition 
to  the  Chambers'  challenge  shield,  for  which  103 
teams  entered,  the  number  fishing  in  both  contests 
being  .581.  The  contest  continued  for  three  hours. 
The  best  individual  "takes"  and  principal  prize- 
wionera  were  :  G.  Gannett,  Sheffield  (£5),  121b.  ^oz.; 
W.  Darwen,  Sheffield  (£3  10s.),  Olb.  IS^oz, ;  W. 
Hurnberstone,  jun.  (£2  5s.),  51b.  15oz.  ;  S.  Mills 
(£1  .OS.),  .51b.  OJoz. ;  G.  Bastick  (£1),  .51b.  5|oz.  The 
following  teams  were  most  successful  in  the  shield 
competition  :  A.  Hartley's  team  (winners) — G.  Gar- 
rett, 121b.  Joz. ;  T.  Middlebrook,  21b.  3Joz. ;  J. 
Katheram,  14oz. ;  W.  Feam,  12}oz. — total,  151b. 
l4^oz.  Shades'  Vaults  team  (runners  up) — G. 
Harrop,  51b.  S-foz. ;  Mason,  31b.  (ijoz.  ;  Cocker, 
lO^oz. ;  Cottorel,  lOoz.— total,  'Jib.  l4i|oz. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT.. 

Our  local  waters  are  now  in  first-class  condition, 
either  for  roach  or  pike  fishing,  and  the  weather  has 
greatly  improved,  consequently  a  number  of  rod.s 
have  been  at  work,  and  sport  has  been  fairly  good 
in  most  quarters.  Pike  fishing  has  been  very  good, 
especially  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  River 
Hull,  and  fi.sh  of  81b.  and  1 1  lb.  each  secured. 
Some  fair  sized  fish  have  also  been  taken 
with  live  bait  fishing  on  some  of  the  tribu- 
taries. A  few  nice  pike  going  up  to  71b.  each 
have  also  been  creeled  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  »ind  roach  fishing  has  been  fairly  good 
in  the  Newport  district.  The  Alexandra  Angling 
Association  fished  a  sweepstake  recently  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Newport,  Mr.  S.  Shaw  weighing 


in  21b.  I5.50Z.  for  first  prize;  H.  Wharam,  21b. 
13Aoz.,  second;  and  R.  Backhouse,  2lb.,  for  third 
place.  The  Stoneferry  Angling  Club  fisiied  a 
match  at  Newport,  resulting  in  Messrs.  E.  Cam, 
F.  Purdon  and  H.  Hale  taking  the  first  three 
honours.  Roach  fishing  has  greatly  improved  on 
the  River  Hull,  and  at  Hempholme,  Wilfholme,  and 
Hull  Bridge  some  nice  takes  have  been  made  both 
with  maggots  and  paste,  and  in  the  lower  waters  at 
Weelfeiry,  Wawneferry,  and  Cicey  some  very  decent 
fish  are  being  taken  with  paste.  Sport  on  the  River 
Ludd  has  been  first-class  of  late,  tlie  fish  running  a 
good  size,  and  at  Austin  Fen,  Firdbeacon,  Fulstow 
and  Thoresby  Bridge  some  good  takes  of  roach  with 
maggots  are  reported. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

There  is  a  spot  not  100.  miles  from  Oswestry  and 
Llanymyneoh .where  anglers  can  always  depend  on 
getting  a  catch.  An  obliging  native  has  a  good  net, 
and  wnen  the  fish  won't  bite  this  net  is  very  useful. 
Catches  and  specimens  coming  from  this  district  to 
be  weighed  for  club  records  or  prizes  should  be 
religiously  scrutinised  by  the  executive  officers. 
The  Boliin  has  been  in  flood,  but  should  be 
in  good  order  for  the  week-end.  Coarse  fish 
are  affording  a  fair  amount  of  sport.  The 
Stockport  Anglers  are  winding  up  a  successful 
season  with  the  Challenge  Cup  Competition  this 
week-end.  This  competition  is  always  keenly  con- 
tested, for  the  possession  of  the  cup  is  an  honour 
held  in  high  esteem.  A  few  of  our  county  rods  are 
having  a  final  day  on  the  Dee  this  week-end.  The 
Ribble  is  now  closed  for  all  kinds  of  fishing, 
so  it  is  no  wonder  that  coarse  fish  are  getting 
the  upper  hand.  The  conservators  are  still  waiting 
for  the  threatened  test  case  with  equanimity. 
The  past  trout  season  was  not  a  good  one. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  musical  afternoon  given  by  the  "  30"  Angling 
Club,  composed  chiefly  of  professional  musicians, 
to  their  friends  was  a  igreat  treat.  The  different 
items  was  of  the  usual  high  class,  and  not  a  poor 
composition  was  included.  Schubert's  trout  quin- 
tette was  worth  going  many  miles  to  hear,  and 
coming  from  the  pen  of  an  angler  was  all  the  more 
enjoyable.  The  solos  by  Sergt.  Gale,  late  of  the 
Blues,  fairly  roused  the  audience,  for  rarely  is  the 
clarinet  heard  to  such  advantage.  The  visit  of  the 
Buckland  Anglers  to  Chester  resulted  in  Mr.  J,  Lewis 
securing  the  first  prize.  The  West  Salford  A.A. 
challenge  shield  will  be  presented  to  the  Weaste 
A.S.  on  Oct.  24  by  Col.  Sir  Lees  Knowles,  the 
president.  The  Royal  Oak  A.S.,  Pendleton,  whose 
limit  of  membership  is  thirty,  have  now  only  a 
few  vacancies.  ThojSalford  anglers  have  already 
enlisted  the  sympathy  of  the  mayor  -  elect 
in  the  interests  of  anglers.  Mr.  F.  Lawley 
has  succeeded  to  the  office  of  secretary,  lately 
vacated  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Hawkins,  of  the  Welcomb  A.S. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  again  running  in  low  and  clear  con- 
dition, and  barbel  should  continue  to  feed  so  long 
as  the  frosty  nights  hold  off.  Last  week-end  some 
very  thick  water  came  down  and  reaching  sustained 
a  temporary  check.  On  October  5  Mr.  E.  Peat  and 
Mr.  H  Williams,  of  West  Bridgford,  took  a  couple 
of  barbel  at  Stoke  with  greaves,  and  they  would 
have  fared  better  had  not  the  rain-water  begun  to 
assert  itself.  This  had  the  effect  of  lowering  the 
temperature  of  the  river  and  driving  the  quarry  off 
the  feed.  In  two  outings,  below  our  Public  Baths, 
Mr.  H.  Briggs  has  caught  a  dozen  barbel,  best  6^1b., 
and  a  fair  number  of  chub,  heaviest  3Jlb.  He  em- 
ployed greaves,  having  previously  baited  with  the 
same  kind  of  bait.  One  of  the  "Wellington" 
members  got  a  nice  pike  of  about  6Jlb.  at  Shardlow, 
on  October  7,  and  several  have  been  secured  at 
Kelham.  Averham,  Staythorpe,  Hazleford  Island, 
Holme  Pierrepont,  and  Clifton.  Mr.  W.  Robinson 
and  Mr.  J.  Greaves,  of  the  Wellington  Society, 
creeled,  with  wheat,  twenty-seven  handsome  roach 
from  the  "  Boathole,"  below  Cavendish  Bridge,  on 
Oct.  4,  and,  since  the  fining  down  of  the  river, 
additional  takes  have  been  effected  in  the  district. 
As  yet,  such  fish  as  roach,*dace,  and  bream  have 
shown  little  disposition  to  accept  the  various  kinds 
of  worm. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather,  which  for  several  days  was  very 
wild,  and  the  N.E.  wind  very  cold  with  sharp  frost 
at  night,  has  become  much  warmer,  and  has  tempted 
more  anglers  to  try  their  skill,  but  the  Teme  in 
particular  is  full  of  leaves,  which  have  bothered 
them  considerably.  Still,  a  nice  lot  of  grayling 
have  been  taken  with  the  maggot  within  easy 
distance  of  the  city,  but  much  better  sport  has 
been  had  between  Tenbury  and  Ludlow  with  the 
fly.  On  Mr.  Higgs'  private  water  near  Wooferton 
Messrs.  Percy  Smith  and  Hartin  had  some  ten  to 


twelve  brace  of  nice  fish,  :Blue  Dun  and  Silver 
Twisted  Blue  being  the  most  suf:ce88ful  flies.  The 
fish  caino  short,  and  many  fish  were  lost.  Lower 
down  the  river  others  had  four  to  six  brace 
each,  and  some  beautiful  dace,  one  angler  catching 
all  his  fish  with  the  Red  Tag,  and  Mr.  Avery  had  a 
grand  catch,  the  best  of  the  week.  Several  have 
had  capital  creels  of  fish.  Chub,  roach,  and  dace 
have  given  good  sport  on  the  Severn,  although 
there  has  been  a  rise  of  several  inches  in  the 
water.  Mr.  P.  Hyde  had  201b.  of  chub  with  blood 
and  brains  ;  Mr.  Hill,  nineteen  fine  roach  ;  and  a  lot 
of  very  fine  flounders  have  been  taken  with  the 
worm.  Club  competitions  have  about  come  to  an 
end  for  this  season.  The  Kempsey  and  Severn 
Stoke  had  a  bye  contest  for  non-winners  in  their 
club  waters,  nearly  every  one  taking  weighable  fish, 
the  first  prize  by  Mr.  A.  Bartlett,  31b.  l|oz. ;  second, 
J.  Bartlett ;  third,  J.  Minton ;  fourth,  W.  Barber. 
The  United  Working  Men's  Club  had  a  bye  contest 
at  Severn  Stoke  on  Saturday,  when  the  whole  of 
the  thirteen  prizes  were  won. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Trout  rods  having  been  put  away  till,  at  the 
earliest,  March  next,  anglers  are  turning  their 
attention  in  other  directions,  many  to  grayling  and 
the  best  lures  for  catching  them.  In  this  con- 
nection they  find  a  varied  field  to  select  from, 
and  experienced  anglers  stick  to  the  standard, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Needle  Brown,  Sea  Swallow, 
Red  Tag,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Green  Insect, 
Willow  Fly,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Fog  Black, 
Poult  Bloa,  and  a  few  other  familiar  flies. 
Grayling  rise  well  to  these  in  Yorkshire  waters, 
while  the  judicious  use  of  worm  will  usually  ensure 
nice  lots  of  the  fish.  The  thick  waters  having 
cleared  off,  the  rivers  are  in  good  condition.  The 
week-end  sport  proved  very  attractive  along  the  old 
lines,  and  roach  and  pike  fishtug  proved  remu- 
nerative. Pike  have  afforded  best  sport  lately,  both 
with  live  bait  and  spinning.  The  rains  in  the  dales 
were  very  heavy,  but  the  Swale  and  most  other 
streams  have  settled  to  their  normal  state,  and 
there  should  be  good  grayling  fishing  in^the  jftich- 
mond  district. 


NOTESiFROM  IRELAND. 

Angling  has  been  retarded  generally  by  very  hot 
and  bright  weather.  There  has  been  nearly  a 
complete  absence  of  wind  on  most  days,  and  fly- 
fishing has  been  out  of  the  question  on  the  great 
majority  of  waters  still  open  for  angling.  Salmon 
do  not  appear  to  have  furnished  much  sport  any- 
where, and  rain  is  required  before  any  decent  sport 
can  be  expected  on  the  rivers.  Sea-trout  fishing 
has  declined  owing  to  the  existing  climatic  condi- 
tions. Sea-angling  hai  been  productive  of  good 
sport,  especially  along  the  Atlantic  coast. 

NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 
This  week  the  weather  was  more  moderate,  and  as 
some  of  the  rivers  had  been  clean  swept  by  the 
recent  floods  lots  of  fresh-run  salmon  got  up  from  the 
Atlantic.  The  Maine  was  bankful  on  Oct.  5,  and 
on  that  and  the  following  days  some  sport  was 
had  by  bait  fishers  and  minnow  spinners.  One 
angler  killed  a  (Sib.  salmon  and  two  lake  trout, 
weighing  41b.  each,  on  Oct.  5.  The  Kellswater 
was  in  fine  condition  last  week,  and  a  great 
number  of  dollaghan  are  in  the  lower  pools. 
Unfortunately  the  poachers  are  getting  big  hauls, 
the  river  being  indifferently  protected.  I  heard  on 
good  authority  that  one  night  last  week  twenty 
dollaghan  and  salmon  were  taken  at  one  sweep  in  a 
pool  not  far  from  the  river's  confluence  with  the  Maine. 
The  netting  of  unseasonable  trout  continues  in 
Lough  Neagh.  These  "  red  fish  "  are  unfit  for  food. 
A  vigorous  prosecution  of  those  exposing  them  for 
sale  would  be  highly  salutary. 

West  of  Ireland. 
The  weather  has  got  much  milder  and  the  tem- 
perature is  much  higher  with  the  change  of  wind 
from  the  north-east  to  the  west.  The  important 
matter  of  preserving  the  magnificent  Lough  Mask 
is  being  well  pushed,  and  every  effort  is  being  made 
to  interest  the  public  in  the  importance  of  this  duty. 
The  season  which  ha«  just  closed  on  the  Corrib  was 
a  splendid  one  when  reckoned  by  the  number  of 
fish  killed.  The  total  bag  was  225  spring  fish,  123 
summer  fish,  and  1110  peal,  weighing  i)3841b.  Of 
these  1458  fish,  9  29  were  killed  on  the  fly,  15  on 
the  worm,  and  the  balance  fell  victims  to  the 
prawn.  The  run  of  sea-trout  was  phenomenal,  and 
of  these  sporting  fish  1639  were  taken  on  the 
fishery.  The  heaviest  salmon  weighed  3641b.  This 
return  shows  that  the  past  season  was  much  ahead 
of  that  of  1904,  when  the  bag  was  56  springers,  114 
summer-fish,  and  261  peal,  weighing  1365ilb.  The 
annual  catch  in  the  best  previous  year  was  1720 
fish  in  1890,  and  in  1899  the  catch  was  1457  salmon 
and  grilse.  The  season  legally  closes  on  the  Corrib 
on  Oct.  15. 
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ISLAND^^HARRIS. 
THE  HARRIS  HOTEL 

Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish 
ing  from  July.  Lochs  within  easy  walk 
ing  distance.  First  class  boats  anc 
experienced  Ghillies.  Number  of  rods 
limited.  Telegrams  :  "  Hotel  Haebis 
WILLIAM  J.  CAMERON, 

Harris  Hotel,  Tarbert  Harris. 

THE  GEORGE  INN, 

WRAYSBURT,  BUCKS. 

Ten  minutes  from  L.  &  S.  W.  Station. 
The  same  from  river.    Fisherman  and 
puiit  provided.    Special  week-end  terms. 
Weekly  board  from  21s. 


LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

Fishing  Festival 

WILL  BE  HELD  FROM 

Claremont  Pier  &  Roads 

ON 

WEDNESDAY,  THURSDAY,  FRIDAY, 
and  SATURDAY, 
OCT.  18th,  19th,  20th,  21st,  1905. 
Px*izes  vslIvjlg  £35. 


OPEN  EVENTS, 

All  particulars  and  Schedules  from 

W.  P.  NURSEY,  iToii.  Sec, 
40,  Duke's  Head  Street,  Lowestoft. 


MIDLANDMILWAy 

THE  SCOTTISH  KENNEL 
CLUB'S  SHOW, 

EDINBURGH, 
October  25  to  27,  1905. 


In  connection  with  this  Show,  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  will  run  a 
Third  class  Saloon  to  Edinburgh  by 
the  12.30  p.m.  train  from  Manchester 
(Victoria)  on  October  24th,  for  the  con- 
venience of  exhibitors  from  the  Lan- 
cashire District. 

Rates  for  the  conveyance  of  exhibits, 
which  will  in  no  case  exceed  those  charged 
by  any  other  route,  can  be  obtained  at 
the  various  stations  on  the  line. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  for  the 
conveyauce  of  the  traffic  to  and  from  the 
Show,  and  exhibitors  should  consign  and 
direct  all  exhibits"  per  MidlandRailway," 
and  be  careful  to  insert  the  route  on  the 
return  as  well  as  the  outward  portion  of 
the  address  label. 

The  Company's  representative  will  be  at 
the  Show  to  answer  all  enquiries  with 
regard  to  the  conveyance  of  traffic,  &o. 

Any  information  required  by  exhibitors 
as  to  arrangements  for  the  forward  or 
return  journey,  &c.,  may  be  had  on 
application  to  Mr.  G.  Tudor,  Midland 
Railway  Passenger  Agent,  Wavcrley  Sta- 
tion and  North  British  Hotel  Buildings, 
Edinburgh;  Mr.  A.  Ilannan,  General 
Agent,  4>!,  West  George  Street,  Glasgow; 
or  Mr.  J.  Elliott,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Derby. 

JOHN  MATHIESON. 

Derby,  100.5.  General  Manager. 


Sample  per  poat 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will  waterproof,  soften,  and 
PRESF,RVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
reiiderinK  them  impervious  to  the  wet 
preventing;  cold  and  damp  feet. 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries' 
BzhibltiOQ,  1888. 
Gold   Medal,   Cnpotown,  1905. 
Ot  all  Bootmakerfl,  Htores,  &o. 
Sd.)  6d.,  !/•,  1/8  riB  BOX. 


■i  iUmp«.    raoXTT,  3C.  Beak  St.,  London,  W 


mSut 


^  WORLD-RENO. 

"Glycerine  &  Honey  Jelly 


For  chaps, 
ROUGHNESS 

OF  SKIN,  ETC. 

Occasioned  \iy 
(Joi.i)  or  Ueat.  It 
.Softens  and  Im- 
proves theMands, 
Face,  and  Skin 
neiii'i-ally.  I 

OSBORNE,  BAUER  &  CHEESEMAN, 


INVALUABLE 

FOR 
FISHERMEN. 


S<.M  liy  !ill  chi  ni- 
inls  nml  Slor.-s.  in 
M.-tiiUic  Tiil.cK, 

Sd.  i.imI   Is  ' 

»,r,t,   l,ost.;.K.-  fHT 
f,ir  uUmVH  l.y  I'lu- 
prieturs. 


1'cTl'niniTs  ti)  Her  Imte 
Ulaji'dly  tjuueu  Victoria 


19,  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street,  London,  W. 


THi:     CHAUMING      WEST     COUNT  Jtl 


THE  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 

KXPIIKSS  SliUVlCKS  I'ivc  ryt-rv  facility  for  ti-avel  to 


THE  BOLD  &  ATTRACTIVE 
COASTS  OF 

DEVON  and 

CORNWALL. 


THE  ROMANTIC 

EXMOOR 

and  RUGGED 

DARTMOOR. 


THE  CHARMING  HILLS 
and  VALLEYS  of 

SOMERSET  and 
DORSET. 


ENGLISH 
[BRISTOL  CHANNELS 


Plymouth  in  4  lii'a.  25  niiii. 

Newquay  ,,  6         45  ,, 

Falmoutti  „  6    ,,    45  ,, 

St.  Ives  ,,  7    ,,    10  ,, 

Penzance  ,7    ,,  — 


l''ull  i)ai  ticulai's  can  lie  olitained  flue  on  ajipliiation  to 
The  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Great  Western  Railway,  Paddington  Station,  London. 

.lAMIO.s  r.  INCLIS,  General  Manaucr. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

Pregidsnt—Sm  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GiTY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Socictys 

President    ■    F.  B.  MILDMA^,  ESQ.,  M.P. 

Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  o(  Hon, 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  K.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex,  'f  here  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
SKORETARy. 

Subscription  payable  from  Jamiary  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  i 
miles  of  water,  between  Kickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxbiidge  (G.W.Ry  ). 
Country  headiiuarteis,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefield 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Over  3,000 
hsh  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year. — For  particulars,  apply  to  the  SBCRBTARY, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


GRAYLING  FISHERS 

SHOULD  READ 

Mr.  H.  A.  Rolfs  new  Book 
on  Grayling  Fishing. 

182  pp. 

A  complete  treatise  on  Wet  and  Dry  Fly 
Fishing,  with  list  of  special  flics  and 
dressings,  and  full  instructions  as  to 
how,  when,  and  whore  to  fish. 

Price  S/3,  post  free,  ot 

Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO,, 

15a,  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.C. 


FISH  CULTURE. 

WANTED, 

A  Man  with  knowledge  of  Trout  breeding, 
an  expert  spawner,  and  able  to  conduct 
correspondence.— .\pply,  stating  age,  ex- 
perience, and  wages  required,  to  Messrs. 
Andrews,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
Haslemere. 


ROYAL  Choral  Society, 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Patron:   HIS  MAJESTY  TH2  KING. 


f'oniliictor : 

SirFREDERICK  BRIDGfe,  M.V.O,,M,A.,Mus.D. 

THIRTY-FIFTH  SEASON,  190S-B. 

Prospectus. 

The  Series  will  cmnin  ise  EIGHT  CONCERTS, 
at  which  the  t'oUowini,'  Win  k-s  will  be  performed  : 


Nov. 
Dec. 


9.- 


'  and '■THE 


ELIJAH." 

THE  GOLDEX  LEGEN  D 

REVENGE." 
MESSIAH." 

BEAHM'S  REaUIEM"  and  '•  HYMN 

OF  PRAISE." 
THE  REDEMPTION." 
THE  DREAM  OF  GERONTIUS." 
April  13.-"MESSIAH." 

May    3.— "CREATION"  (Parts  1  and  8),  and 
•  BLEST  PAIR  OF  SYtfENS." 

The  following  Artists  have  been  engaged : 
Madame  Sobrino  Mr.  William  Green 

Miss  Evangeline  Florence  Jlr.  .T.ihn  Coate.s 
Miss  AROes  Nicholls        Mr,  Lloyd  (.'h;indos 
Madame  Emilv  S(iuire     Mr.  Charles  .Saunders 


Feb.  28.—' 
Mar.  22.— 


Miss  (ileeson-While 
JIvs.  Henry  .1.  Wotnl 
Miss  Nannie  Tout 
.Miss  Edith  Patching 
Madame  Clara  Butt 
.Madame  Kirkby  Lunn 
Jliss  Emily  Foxcroft 
.Miss  Alice  I.akin 
\lailame  Amy  Dewhurst 
Mr.  lion  Davits 


Mr.  \'ivian  Uennett; 
Ml'.  AVatkin  Mills 
Mr.D.  Ktran^'cou-Davies 
.Mr.  Dalton  Baker 
Mr.  Dan  Price 
Jlr.  Harry  Dearth 
Mr.  Freder  ick  Ranalow 
jMr.  Francis  Harfunl 
Mr.  Hertiam  Mills 
Mr  .MimtaKne  Borwell 


Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR,  F.R.C.O. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000  Performers. 

Of  the  Ei;ilit  Concerts  to  be  giv^n  Seven  will 
be  included  in  the  Subscription  Series.  Prices 
of  Subscription  for  these  Seven  Concerts  ;  Stalls, 
.t2  2s.  ;  Arena,  £1  J5».  ;  Balcony  (reserved),  .tl  .s.v. 

Prices  of  Tickets  ^or  each  Concert:  Stalls, 
7*.  6(i.  ;  Arena,  e.v.  ;  Balcony  (reserved  ,  5s., 
unreserved,  4.s. 

Subscribers  names  can  now  l)e  received,  seats 
secnreil,  and  prospectuses  obtained,  .at  the  Ticket 
OHice,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  agents. 

FIRST  CONCERT,  THURSDAY,  Nov.  9th,  at  8. 

Mendelssohn's  "ELIJAH." 

Artiiitii: 

Madame  Emily  .Suuikk,  Madame  KiitKUV  Lunn, 
.Mr.  Lluvu  Chandos,  and  Mr.  Ualton  Baker. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addreas 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  yd.  ;  3  doz.  for  28. ;  6  doz.  for  3i.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheat), 
iiess,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal, 

(.'omplete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  V\y  Dressing  Materials  post  free  ou 
application. 

•Jolixx  Himite  Ab  Soma, 

Fishing  Tacltie  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


Surplus  Library  Books 


and  New  Remainders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 

The  OCTOBER    LIST,   now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction. 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria.  Street,  E.C. 


QUEEN'S  HALL, 

LAN  GUAM  PLACE,  W. 

Sole  Lessees  :  CIIAPPELL  &  CO.,  Ltd. 

THE 

LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA, 

J.Tl). 

THE  DIRECTORS  flAVE-MUCII  PLEA.SLBB' 
IX  ANNOUNCING  THBIR 

SECOND  SERIES  OF 

Symphony  Concerts 

Consisting  of  Four  EVENING  CONCERTS  on 

Monday,  November  6th,  1905,  at  8 

Monday,  January    29th,  1906,  at  8 

Monday,  February  12th,  1906,  at  8 

Monday,  March      26th,  1906,  at  8 

COMiUCTEIl  KY 

Dr.  HANS  RIOHTER. 

And  Five  AFTERNOON  CONCERTS  on 

Thursday,  November  23rd,  1905,  at  3 

Conductor:  Herr  ARTHUR  NIKISCH. 

Thursday,  December  I4th,  1905,  at  3 

Conductor:  Herr  FRITZ  STEINBACH. 

Thursday,  January    18th,  1906,  at  3 

Conductor:  Sir  CHARLES  V.  STANFORD. 

Thursday,  February  22nd,  1906,  at  3 

Conductor:  Mons.  WAS8ILI  SAFONOFF. 

Thursday,  March       8th,  1906,  at  3 

Conductor:  Herr  ERNST  VON  SCHUCH. 


Subscriptions  for  Nine  Concerts— Stalls  or 
Grand  Circle  (Reserved),  £3  and  £2. 
Balcony  (Unreserved),  £1. 
Subscriptions  for  the  Five  Afternoon  Concerts 

—34/-,  2z/6,  and  11/-. 
Subscriptions  for  the  Four  Evening:  Concerts 

—  27/-,  18/-,  and  g  '-: 
Single  Tickets— Reserved,  7/6  and  s/-.  Un- 
reserved, 2/6  and  1/'-. 

To  be  obtained  from  CHAPPELL'S  Box  Office, 
Queen's  Hall,  and  ?>0,  New  Bond  Street,  W. 

L.  G.  SUARl'K,  Concert  Agency,  01,  Regent  St.,  \Y. 

Tfb-phune :  6564  Oerraid. 
I'rograninics  will  be  duly  announced. 
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letters  to  the  Ebitov. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


CHICAGO  TOURXMrENT. 

Dear  Sih, — Referring  to  "  Val  Conson's  "  letter  in 
your  issue  of  last  week,  we  regret  that  we  cannot 
agree  with  him  when  he  says  that  "  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament  was  held  under  ideal  con- 
ditions." Many  of  those  who  took  part  in  that 
tournament  will  well  remember  the  current  of  air 
which  knocked  the  line  down  behind.  The  place 
was  ill-chosen,  as  it  was  alrriost  surrounded  by 
trees ;  and,  due  no  doubt  to  the'  proximity  of  the 
Palace  buildings,  the  wind  came  sweeping  down  on 
to  the  lake  and  split  up  into  two  currents. 

As  "  Val  Conson  "  himself,  with  his  own  rod,  cast 
only  24yd.  1ft.,  surely  the  conditions  could  not 
have  been  ideal  I 

Our  iNIr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  while  practi-ing  here 
previous  to  this  event,  did  regularly,  on  favourable 
days  in  the  open,  38:Vyd.  with  a  single-handed  rod, 
and  51Jyd.  with  the  18ft.  rod,  as  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  our  genial  Editor,  can  testify,  as  he  was 
present  on  one  or  two  occasions. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  physical  condition 
and  practice  of  the  caster,  combined  with  good 
tools  and  perfect  atmospheric  conditions,  are  the 
important  elements  in  record  distance  casting. 

We  aie  sorry  to  notiie  that  "  Val  Conson"  does 
not  agree  to  sen^  us  his  rod  to  match,  as  without  it 
we  cannot  do  anything,  as  the  following  points  will 
explain. 

In  a  heavy  atmosphere  and  with  disturbing 
currents  of  air,  such  as  mostly  obtain  in  this 
country,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  fairly  heavy  hne, 
and  this  naturally  means  a  fairly  stout  rod  to  work 
it.  In  a  covered  building,  however,  where  the 
atmosphere  is  less  dense,  a  lighter  line  may  be  used, 
and  therefore  a  lighter  rod.  Rods  may  be  treated 
as  springs  tapering,  the  handle  being  the  thickest 
part.  The  lifting  pjwer  will  depend  upon  the 
temper  and  proportion,  so  that  two  springs  of  equal 
weight,  but  not  of  the  same  hardness  of  temper, 
will  give  different  results,  or  if  unequal  in  temper 
will  also  give  different  results,  so  that  what  we  call 
action  or  resilience  may  be  very  different  in  two 
rods  of  equal  weight.  The  harder  spring  will  carry 
a  greater  weight  under  the  same  deflection,  and  is 
capable  of  throwing  a  longer  line.  In  order  to  test 
one  rod  against  another,  the  size  and  taper  o£ 
every  inch  musi  correspond  exactly  under  the 
micrometer  gauge.  This  will  entail  a  lot  of 
time  and  laVjour,  but,  as  we  have  said,  we  are  quite 
willing  to  do  all  this,  and  to  submit  the  testing  of 
the  rods  to  three  anglers,  both  for  deflection,  as 
proving  the  hardness,  as  well  as  with  the  line  to 
show  the  casting  power. 

One  point  in  passing,  which  may  be  of  interest 
to  the  layman,  and  it  is  this.  We  can  make  rods 
of  almost  any  hardness,  but  a  rod  may  be  made  so 
hard  that  it  is  positively  unpleasant  to  use,  and 
causes  an  unpleasant  jar  on  the  wrist  in  casting. 
Such  a  rod,  while  it  will  without  doubt  carry  a 
long  line  and  give  a  good  account  of  itself  in  a 
match  for  distance  casting,  would  not  commend 
itself  to  an  angler.  What  is  wanted  in  a  fishing 
rod  is  a  fair  amount  of  elasticity  as  opposed  to 
rigidity  in  a  casting  rod. 

In  considering  rods  thus,  of  course  we  take  the 
rod — that  La,  without  handle,  fittings,  or  joints — 
and  measure  only  the  actual  rod  without  these 
parts,  which,  while  they  have  a  considerable  effect 
on  the  rod  as  a  complete  article,  add  nothing  to 
its  casting  power. 

Referring  to  "Val  Conson's"  further  remarks 
on  the  American  records,  what  we  can  deal  with 
is  this.  Two  gentlemen  from  America,  Messrs.  E. 
J.  Mills  and  C.  R.  Hewitt,  of  New  York,  both  well 
known  as  ca-sters,  came  over  here  and  were  quite 
out-classed  hy  their  P>ngli3h  rivals.  Whether  this 
was  due  to  their  rods  and  lines  being  unsuitable  for 
this  climate  wo  do  not  know;  but  the  best  cast 
made  by  Mr.  Mills  in  the  professional  class  was 
29  yards,  against  34  yards  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  ;  while 
Mr.  C.  R.  Hewitl'.s  best  cast  in  the  amateur  class 
was  28  yards  2  feet,  ogainst  30  yards  2  feet  by  Mr. 
F.  G.  Shaw.  We  hav  e  now  the  result  of  the  casting 
in  America,  and  there  Mr.  Mills  casts  no  less  a 
distance  than  40  yards.  Surely  tho  conditions 
could  not  have  been  the  game  ;  and  we  may  fairly 
aak,  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  those  English- 
men who  beat  Mr.  Mills  here  would  not  have  at 
least  held  their  own,  ii  not  their  lead,  had  they  been 
hi  America,  casting  under  tho  same  conditions  ? 

Mr.  JIan-ifield's  great  cast  of  43  yards  with  a 
eihgle-handed  rod  is  wonderful ;  but  we  believe  it 
was  done  in  a  covered  building  Jree  from  currents 
of  air.  Mr.  Mansfield,  however,  is,  we  believe,  an 
Knglishman,  and  we  mast  bo  grateful  to  him  for 
having  cast  in  Americ*,  as,  in  making  such  a  record. 


he  shows  that  under  the  conditions  obtaining  there 
great  distonces  can  be  done,  even  by  an  Englinhman. 

We  notice  that  at  the  Cliicago  Tournamont 
the  time  allowance  is  ten  minutes  against  five 
minutes  hero.  This  is  a  considerable  advantage,  as 
anyone  who  has  practiced  distance  casting  knows, 
and  undoubtedly  accounts  for  a  good  deal  of  the 
difference  between  results  here  and  in  America. 

It  is  refreshing  to  have  "  Val  Conson's  "  assurance 
that  he  will  be  pleased  if  we  can  beat  the  American 
records,  and  that  he  has  no  desire  to  be  unfair  to 
British  manufacturers.  We  are  glad  to  accept  this. 
At  the  same  time,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  unfair 
deductions  he  made  in  an  article  which  appeared  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  shortly  after  the  Crystal  Palace 
event,  written  in  favour  of  the  Americans,  most 
people  will  have  been  under  the  impression  that  he 
held  a  brief  on  their  behalf. 

In  conclusion,  "Val  Conson's"  desire  that  we 
should  beat  the  American  record  cannot  be  accom- 
plished, unless  he  will  alter  the  conditions  under 
which  we  have  to  cast  here,  where  well-known 
Ameiicans,  who  make  great  records  in  their  own 
country,  have  only  made  records  inferior  to  our 
own. — Faithfully  yours.         Hardy  Brothers. 

Alnwick,  Oct.  9. 


FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING  RODS. 

Dear  Sir. — As  a  great  believer  in  the  use  of  fine 
tackle  and  light  rods  for  fly-fishing  for  trout,  I  have 
been  very  much  interested  in  the  various  letters 
and  articles  contributed  by  Mr.  "Val  Conson."  I 
have  bsen  particularly  struck  with  the  lightness  of 
the  •' Leonard  "  rod  referred  to  in  the  concluding 
portion  of  his  article  on  the  "  Chicago  Fly  and  Bait 
Casting  Tournament,"  which  appeared  in  your  issue 
of  Sept.  23. 

I  should  esteem  it  a  particular  favour  if  Mr.  "  Val 
Conson"  would  say  it  he  thinks  the  "Leonard" 
very  light  split-cane  rods  aro  suitable  for  wet-fly 
fishing,  and  if  they  have  sufJicient  power  to  cast  a 
light  level  line  and  6x  drawn  gut  cast  against  a 
moderate  wind.  My  limited  experience  with  cane 
rods  is  that  tho  very  light  rods  do  not  seem  to  have 
sutficient  power,  and  those  that  have  are  rather 
heavy  and  stiff  and  will  not  enable  one  to  cast  with 
the  same  delicacy  as  with  the  lighter  weapon. 

Trusting  he  will  oblige,  anu  thanking  you  in 
anticipation  for  your  kindness. — Yours  sincerely, 

Vjsrax. 

GRAYLING  IN  THE  TRENT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  a  recent  issue  you  mention  the 
fact  that  the  grayling  is  showing  signs  of  returning 
in  the  Trent. 

As  a  "Midland  Piscatorial"  I  would  like  to  say  a 
few  words  on  the  subject ;  whilst  always  delighted 
to  hear  of  a  grayling  being  caught  in  our  length, 
the  spot  whore  I  understood  this  one  was  taken  is 
the  best  in  our  portion  of  tlie  Trent,  being  where 
the  Yoxall  brook  comes  into  the  Trent,  and  that 
brook,  in  conjunction  with  the  Blythe,  which  comes 
in  a  mile  or  so  higher  up,  is  the  only  thing  which 
keeps  our  length  in  any  .sort  of  condition  at  all. 

I  would  also  add  that  tlie  grayling  has  never 
entirely  disippeared,  as  I  thinlt  1  can  truthfully 
say  that  each  season  there  are  records  of  odd  ones 
being  taken.  It's  not  the  fact  of  pike  being  in  the 
water  which  affects  the  grayling ;  unfortunately, 
there  are  too  few  of  them.  What  I  mean  by  this 
is  that  if  the  river  was  in  anything  like  the  con- 
dition it  was  previously  to  the  poisoning  affairs  you 
speak  of,  tliere  would  be  now,  as  then,  any  quantity 
of  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish.  Up  to  a  few  years 
ago  you  could  go  any  time  in  the  winter  and 
always  get  sport  with  the  pike,  wliereas  now 
you  may  go  times  without  getting  a  fish  or  even 
a  run — some  years  ago  we  had  a  31b.  limit  for  pike, 
the  last  year  or  two  there  has  been  none ;  I  saw 
two  taken  only  a  month  ago,  and  they  were  no 
better  looking  than  a  fair-sized  oel,  therefore  if 
your  correspondent  knows  these  facts  I  do  not 
think  he  will  complain  that  tlio  pike  aro  any  serious 
damage  to  grayling  or  anything  else.  But  what  we 
do  need  is  a  general  improvement  in  tlie  Trent,  if 
this  is  possible.  Tlie  two  poisoning  affairs  you 
speak  of  were  two  Specifically  proved  offences  which 
did  the  rivor  untold  injury,  but  in  addition  to  this, 
and  what  is  worse,  is  the  daily  and  continuous 
injury  it  is  roreiving  from  tho  Potteries  pollution; 
as  you  are  doubtless  aware,  there  is  not  a  tisli  above 
Great  Haywood  (and  there  would  not  be  any  there 
woro  it  not  for  tho  Sow  coming  in  with  u  fair  stream 
of  fair  wator)  until  you  get  above  Milton,  where'our 
troubles  originate,  above  which  point  it  is  only  a 
small  brook — add  to  this  all  the  other  polluted 
Potteries  streams  which  once  were  fair,  and  you 
will  understand  why  wo  have  neither  grayling  nor 
pike.  At  this  present  moment,  from  tho  corre- 
spondence that  has  been  in  all  local  papers  between 
the  Duke  of  Suthorland  and  Stoke  Corporation,  his 
gra"e  fears  he  will  have  to  remo\  o  from  Trentham 


Hall  in  consofjuonco  of  the  filthy  state  of  the  river, 
tho  only  satisfaction  to  be  got  from  tho  Stoke 
C'oiponition  being  that  sewage  works  are  I.eing  put 
down,  but  that  it  will  take  time  to  got  them  in 
order. 

Now  as  to  remedy,  at  once  I  would  liko  to  say 
that  I  do  not  profess  to  be  an  authoiity,  I  am  only 
an  ordinary  angler,  but  as  you  know  all  anglcr/j 
have  theories  and  ide  is  of  their  own,  and  mine  is 
this,  that  tho  Tient  will  never  again  bo  what  it  was, 
that  it  may  be  better  when  the  Potteries  improve 
their  sewage  systems,  but  in  the  meantime  an 
improvement  might  be  made  with  judicious  weed 
cutting,  and  if  your  correspondent  could  influence 
this  question  with  tho  powers  that  be,  I  think  that 
some  improvement  would  result,  and  perhaps  help 
to  keep  the  river  in  better  form  than  it  is  until  the 
much  looked  for  sewage  schemes  can  be  completed. 
Above  Great  Haywood,  I  understand,  weeds  will  not 
grow,  therefore  you  can  understand  the  state  it  is 
in,  and  that  extends,  Trent  and  tributaries  together, 
for  perhaps  forty  to  sixty  miles,  but  below  they 
commence  to  grow,  and  my  idea  is  to  let  them  grow 
all  they  can,  cut  them  where  necessary  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  mills,  but  with  a  river  like  the  Trent 
with  such  a  rapid  descent  it  is  not  necessary  to  cut 
them  as  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  does  for  ten  miles, 
and  the  Earl  of  Lichfield  for  the  whole  extent  of  his 
water ;  the  weeds  act  as  a  filter,  and  if  there  was 
more  filtering  higher  up  it  would  be  better  for  all 
above  us  and  for  us  also. 

I  could  say  more,  but  fear  I  am  writing  now  too 
long  a  letter — my  only  wish  is,  if  possible,  to  help  to 
keep  the  river  from  further  injury,  and  to  try  and 
bring  it  back  to  what  it  used  to  be  even  in  my  time. 
— Yours  truly,  A  Trent  Fisher. 


DONEGAL  FISHING. 

Deajb  Ser, — There  has  been  some  recent  news 
just  received  from  north-west  Donegal,  where  this 
has  been  an  exceptionally  bad  year  for  fishing, 
matters  improving  somewhat,  but  not  greatly, 
towards  the  end  of  the  season. 

In  the  Owenea  on  Sept.  10,  General  Tredennick's 
keeper  got  three  salmon,  two  with  worms  and  one 
with  a  large  Claret  fly,  none  of  them  fresh-run  fish. 
Few  white  trout  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Taylor  got 
five  one  day,  and  Mr.  Hoyle  got  one  on  two 
occasions. 

The  Owentocker  fishing  too  has  been  poor,  the 
Bracky  as  bad,  a,nd  in  the  Duiker  my  informant 
had  the  excitement  only  of  rising  one  small  salmon, 
which  was  caught  by  a  local  resident  the  following 
day  ;  it  only  weighed  41b. 

But  the  lough  fishing  on  Kiltouris  has  been 
excellent,  on  one  day  two  rods  having  taken  seven- 
teen good  trout.  Mr.  Taylor  got  thirty  nice  fish 
one  day,  six  of  them  turning  the  beam  at  8lb. 
Last  week  three  rods  had  a  basket  of  two  dozen. 
On  Shanahan  Lough  Mrs.  Mills  caught  several  good 
trout,  being  about  the  only  successful  angler  on 
that  water. 

Some  nice  white  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
Killybegs  river,  which  is  open  to  all  fishermen,  but 
the  luck  has  not  been  frequent.  3?he  season  on 
this  river  does  not  close  till  Oct.  31. 

It  does  not  follow  because  the  fishing  has  been  so 
poor  this  season  that  it  should  not  be  much  better 
next  in  the  part  of  Donegal  referred  to  ;  let  us  hope 
it  will,  by  way  of  a  desirable  changa. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 


SUCTION  JOINTS. 

Sir, — A  propos  of  Mr.  Westrup's  letter  on  this 
subject  in  yesterday's  Gazette,  it  appears  that  the 
suction  joint  is  not  by  any  means  a  new  invention. 

When  recently  passing  through  Moffat,  a  gentle- 
man whom  I  met  there  (Mr.  P.  J.  E.  Beckett,  of 
Tapton  House,  Sheffield)  showed  me  a  rod  and 
reel  which  were  made  in  1845  (it  would  appear)  by 
Frederick  Skinner,  a  "  Grinder "  of  Sheffield,  and 
left  by  him  to  Mr.  Beckett  on  his  death  in  1887. 

The  joints  of  the  rod  (evidently  home  made) 
were  in  every  way  "  suction  joints,"  and  the  reel 
— registered  April  1845,  No.  1426 — was  of  the 
perforated -side  pattern  patented  some  years  ago 
in  Ameiica,  and  of  which  the  patentees  forwarded 
me  a  specimen  (subsequently  engraved  in  the 
Badminton  Library  of  Sport,  Vol.  1). — Yours  faith- 
fully, H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

October  8,  1905. 


SILKWORM  GUT. 

Dear  Sib, — I  know  that  you  are  interested  in 
the  subject  of  the  keeping  powers  of  gut.  I  enclose 
sample  of  gut  that  has  been  in  my  possession  for 
over  twelve  years  without  any  protection  what- 
soever. As  far  as  I  can  see  the  gut  is  as  good  as 
new,  and  I  should  be  very  pleased  it  you  could  test 
it  and  let  me  know  the  result. 

I  see  that  some  time  ago  there  was  some  cone- 
spondence  in  your  paper  on  the  matter,  many  of 
your  correspondents  being  of  the  idea  that  gut 
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would  not  keep  sound  after  a  year  or  two. — Yours 
sincerely,  E.  Wienholt  Hodson. 

[The  gut  Mr.  Hodson  sends  is  perfectly  strong, 
and  stands  the  test  of  knotting  all  right. — Ed.] 


A  CAPITAL  HOOK  AND  FLY  RELEASER. 

Dear  Sib, — Seeing  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  7  a  note 
from  "  Benwyan,"  respecting  the  releasing  of  flies, 
etc.,  whilst  casting  on  a  wooded  stream,  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  enclosing  for  your  notice,  and  hope  you 
will  keep  it  for  own  use,  a  fly  releaser,  which  can 
be  readily  attached  to  the  top  of  rod,  when  it  is 
necessary  to  cut  either  the  detaining  branch  or 
weed  that  has  caused  the  trouble — in  the  case  of  a 
branch,  you  should  first  fix  the  hook  tightly  by 
the  aid  of  your  rod  point ;  then  release  your  rod 
point  and  use  force  with  the  cord  only.  I  think 
you  will  find  it  efJective  on  all  occasions,  and  a  very 
valuable  friend  in  need. — Yours  faithfully, 

15,  Basnett-street,  Henry  Whitty. 

Liverpool. 

I  Mr.  Whitty's  hook  and  fly  releaser  is  the  best 
I  have  seen — very  practical,  simple,  strong,  and 
effective.  It  is  a  little  blade,  this  shape 
attached  to  a  strong  hemp  lino.  There  is  a  rubber 
band  on  the  longer  side  of  the  knife.  You  slip 
your  rod  ring  under  this  and  can  then  fix  the  knifo 
on  to  the  twig  or  weed  you  want  to  cut.  You  pull 
rod  away,  holding  cord  taut  in  meantime  ;  then  pull 
hard  to  cut  the  twig  or  weed.  The  blade  is  cari  ied 
in  a  bit  of  leather,  round  which  the  line  is  wound. 
I  remember  Mr.  Whitty  showed  it  to  me  many 
years  ago.    I  shall  certainly  put  it  in  my  creel" 

—Ed.]   

"HUNG  UP." 

Dear  Sib, — The  above  text,  read  by  any  but  a 
fisherman,  would  at  first  sight  appear  somewhat 
startling,  but  to  we  brothers  of  the  craft,  always 
ready  to  help  each  other  in  an  emergency,  it  is  too 
familiar  to  be  ominous.  If,  however,  you  think  the- 
subject  in  all  its  perplexing  innocence  of  sufficient 
importance  to  occvipy  further  space  in  your  valuable 
columns,  and  have  any  faith  in  the  proverbial  say- 
ing that  "in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  i.s 
wisdom,"  permit  me  to  add  my  quota.  As  regards 
Mr.  Parker's  latest  mode  of  procedure,  I  would, 
with  all  deference,  reverse  his  plan  with  more  hope 
of  success  by  the  fly  holding  on  to  a  thick  branch — 
simply  that  there  would  be  a  resisting  force  in 
opposition  to  his  suggested  twist  of  the  rod  point — 
whereas  in  the  case  of  a  hang-up  on  a  slender  one 
little  resistance  would  be  offered,  and  both  would 
twist  up  together. 

Now,  as  to  brother  "  Benwyan,"  I  must  ask  him 
in  all  seriousness  as  to  the  hooked  weight — Does  he 
mean  lead  ?  If  so,  and  anything  more  than  half  a 
pound,  I  shall  object  on  account  of  my  nearly  three 
score  years  and  ten.  Lead  is  all  very  well  for  race- 
horjes,  or  for  the  tyro  in  the  angling  art,  to  hold 
enthusiasm  somewhat  in  check,  but  let  me  have  my 
weight  penalties,  Mr.  Benwyan,  in  fish,  please. 
Now,  the  best  thing  I  have  found  since  I 
carried  a  saw  in  my  pocket  and  could  mount  aloft 
is  the  "Fly  libarator" — I  think  Foster's — that  is.  a 
V-shaped  back  cutting  plate  of  steel,  similar  to  the 
walking-stick  spud  used  by  farmers  with  ferrule  at 
bottom  to  receive  the  rod  point — this  hooked  on  to 
the  offending  branch  (be  it  fragile)  and  a  pull  of  the 
light  but  strong  cord  should,  and  often  has,  in 
my  case  proved  effective.  The  only  fault  I 
have  found  with  the  one  I  have  used  is,  that 
tlie  plate  is  too  thick  and  clumsy  to  cut  smoothly 
— it  should  be  of  the  best  thin  cutler's  steel 
and  worked  up  to  a  very  fine  razor-like  edge,  which 
might  be  safeguarded  by  a  leather  V-shaped  case. 
A  iurther  improvement,  I  think,  would  be  a  small 
hardle  or  winder  on  the  case  around  which  to  coil 
the  line  when  not  in  use.  The  whole  thing  need  not 
weigh  more  than  a  couple  of  ounces. — Yours  truly, 

  F,  S.  Peckin. 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  OUSE. 

'■  Dear  Sir, — As  a  resident  in  Gorleston  I  can 
quite  confirm  all  "  A  Visitor  "  has  said  respecting 
the  netting  of  the  river.  If  the  fishing  were  better, 
and  not  ruined  to  a  great  extent  by  netting  the 
river  and  drawing  the  beach,  I  have  no  doubt 
Gorleston  would  have  a  far  larger  number  of 
visitors  during  tho  winter  season.  Anyone  follow- 
ing the  draw-nets  along  the  beach  can  plainly  see 
for  themselves  tho  reason  of  tho  falling  off  of  the 
fishing  at  Gorleston.  The  hundreds  of  little  fish — 
whiting,  soles,  plaice,  dabs,  etc. — left  to  perish  on 
the  sands  must  surely  in  time  be  detrimental  to 
and  finally  prove  a  death  blow  to  the  angler's  sport. 
— Yours  truly,  A  IIesiuent. 


FISHING  AT  ELLESMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  30  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Ernest  J.  Orpin  claiming  a  record  catch 
for  himself  and  friend  at  Ellesmere,  401b.  of  fish 
being  taken  on  the  first  day  and   78lb.  on  the 


second  day.  The  catch  was  an  excellent  one,  but 
not  a  record  one,  as  the  following  facts  will  prove. 

In  a  competition  hold  at  Ellesmere  by  the  Bootle 
Angling  Association,  I  won  the  first  prize  with  a 
catch  of  421b.  12oz.  12dr.  with  ono  rod,  nothing 
under  six  inches  weighing.  Contest  lasted  from 
early  morning  to  H  a.m.  same  day.  On  another 
occasion  (not  a  contest)  I  and  Messrs.  Brabin  and 
Gilmore,  both  members  of  the  Bootle  Association, 
caught  over  2001b.  of  bream,  roach,  and  porch. 

Although  Mr.  Orpin's  was  undoubtedly  a  good 
catch,  I  think  you  will  agree  that  it  was  not  quite 
a  record  one  for  this  district,  and  ho  will  have  to  go 
one  better  before  he  lowers  the  record  of  myself 
and  the  two  friends  I  have  named. 

Perhaps  this  letter  may  encourage  him  and  hia 
friend  to  have  another  try  and  beat  us  if  they  can, 
and  nobody  will  be  more  pleased  to  congratulate 
them  than  yours  truly,  H.  E.  L.  Grundy. 

Bootle  Angling  Association. 

A  3lb.  ^07.  ROACH. 

Deab  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Stow,  he  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  having  a  31b.  3Joz.  roach  in  a 
glass  case.  He  asks  if  it  is  a  record.  Well,  the  late 
Francis  Francis  used  to  have  doubts  as  to  whether 
roach  leached  even  up  to  2lb..  and  offered  a  reward 
for  a  fish  over  that  weight.  Perhaps  roach  are  run- 
ning bigger  nowadays ;  anyway,  it  is  a  fact  that 
last  season  about  a  scare  were  recorded  over  21b., 
even  up  to  21b.  13Joz.  In  1901  a  roach  of  3lb.  was 
caught  in  a  private  water  near  Ipswich  ;  in  1902, 
one  of  3:{lb.  was  caught  in  a  private  water,  Rose 
Mills  —  place  and  county  not  specified ;  then  in 
October,  1904,  one  of  3lb.  4oz.  was  found  floating 
dead  in  the  Thames  near  Great  Mario  w  ;  and  finally, 
there  is  the  famous  Bristol  roach,  which  tops  all 
records.  This  was  captured  on  Nov.  18,  1904,  at 
the  emptying  of  Barrow  Gurney  Reservoir,  near 
Bristol.  It  was  18in.  long,  14in.  in  girth,  and 
weighed  31b.  lOjJoz.  I  have  seen  this  roach  at  Earl's 
Court  Exhibition. — Yours  truly, 

Lancaster.  Ernest  Phillii's. 

P.S. — Would  Mr.  Stow  kindly  tell  us  where,  when, 
and  how  he  "catched"  his  3|lb.  roach  ?  Those  of 
us  who  diary  these  things  would  be  glad  of  the 

information.  •   

A  HOLIDAY  REPORT. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  been  staying  at  the  Cairndow 
Hotel,  an  hotel  on  Loch  Fyne,  a  few  miles  north  of 
Inveraray,  and  staying  at  this  hotel  has  enabled 
me  to  fish  the  Kinglas  water.  The  walk  from  the 
hotel  to  the  fishing  is  two  and  a  half  miles,  and 
there  is  about  three  miles  of  fishable  water.  The 
Kinglas  water  is  altogether  about  seven  miles  long, 
and  is  a  stream  that  is  probably  nearly  dry  in 
summer  and  a  torrent  in  winter,  and  it  runs  in 
what  I  might  call  a  "gutter"  between  two  ranges 
of  hills.  Tiie  bed  of  the  stream  from  end  to  end 
is  just  rocks  and  stones. 

I  was  at  Cairndow  in  September,  and  it  rained 
every  day,  and  though  there  was  not  enough  rain 
to  make  a  spate  there  was  always  enough  water, 
and  this  is  very  important  on  the  Kinglas,  for  it 
is  a  river  that  runs  down  in  a  few  hours. 

The  Kinglas  is  a  sea- trout  river  rather  than  a 
salmon  river,  but  the  sea-trout  are  of  very  good 
size,  for  the  twenty-seven  fish  that  I  caught  in  the 
nine  days  that  I  fished  showed  an  average  weight 
of  2 Jib.  each. 

The  Kinglas  is  a  hard-fished  river,  and  a  hard 
river  to  fiah,  for  the  anglers  are  numerous.  The 
banks  are  rocky,  the  pools  are  small,  and  the 
current  very  swift  and  turbulent.  Still,  the  Kinglas  is 
quite  a  sporting  river  in  the  autumn,  and  the 
angler  who  can  content  himself  with  a  brace  or 
two  of  good  sea-trout  a  day  will  find  the  excite- 
ment of  the  best  while  it  lasts.  I  fished  Red  and 
Teal  and  Orange  and  Grouse,  and  generally  had 
five  rises  a  day  and  landed  three  fish.  Devon 
minnows  also  did  well  when  the  water  was  high. 

Altogether,  for  a  man  who  can  fish  hard  and  who 
wants  a  little  rough  fishing,  with  a  chance  of  a 
grilse,  there  is,  provided  there  is  water,  a  good 
chance  on  the  Kinglas,  and  I  am  told,  though  I  [do 
not  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  the  sea- 
fishing  for  cod,  coalfish,  and  pollack  is  very  good  in 
Loch  Fyne  (after  the  herrings  have  entered  the 
loch). — Yours  truly.  Tramp. 


WATFORD  PISCATORS  AND  FLY  ONLY. 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  special  general  meeting  called 
for  the  purpose  a  now  rule  was  passed  with  only 
two  dissentients  that,  "  Trout  fishing  in  the  waters 
above  tho  Five  Arches  be  restricted  to  fly  only." 
This  will  bo  welcome  news  to  tho  mombors  who 
uro  fly  fishei's,  especially  as  tho  last  trout  taken  was 
a  specimen  caught  with  a  fly.  It  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  the  new  water,  known  as  Cassiobridge 
Farm  water,  be  taken,  and  can  be  fished  at  once. 
This  water  is  part  of  the  River  Gade,  and  com- 
mences at  the  Halfway  House  Bridge,  and  extends 
for  about  400  yards  on  the  north  bank. 


Several  of  the  members  had  an  enjoyable  outin;,' 
on  Saturday  last  to  private  water,  but  experioncod 
bad  luck,  two  of  the  aforesaid  members  "catching 
crabs." — Yours  truly,  Hon.  Sec. 


SAID  NOTHING. 

Dear  Sir, — My  young  gillie  missed  netting  a 
nice  sea-trout  for  me  the  other  day.  When  asUod 
if  I  said  anything,  he  replied,  "  No,  he  only  cussed  !  " 
Pity  'tis,  'tis  true. — Yours  truly,  Dovey. 

P.S. — We  have  had  a  disastrous  season  on  tho 
Dovey  owing  to  barefaced  poaching. 

[I  believe  there  is  no  word  in  the  Welsh  langungo 
for  "poacher" — but  I  hope  they  will  lick  the  Now 
Zealanders  all  the  same. — Ed. J 

BOSTONIAN  ANGLING  SOCIETY— SERIOUS 
ACCUSATION  DISPROVED. 

Deab  Sir, — We  will  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
you  will  kindly  publish  the  following  report  in  this 
week's  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  faithfully, 

J.  Jennings,  Hon.  Sec. 

"  In  consequence  of  widely-spread  reports  to  the 
effect  that  Mr.  Bouffleur  of  this  society  had  weighed 
in  fish  in  July  last  which  had  been  either  given  or 
sold  to  him,  Mr.  J.  Arnatt  and  Mr.  J.  Jennings,  tli<> 
president  and  secretary  of  the  society,  visited 
Lewes  on  Sept.  27  last  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigating the  matter,  and  have  reported  thereon 
that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  accusation  mado 
against  Mr.  Bouffleur  is  untrue,  and  that  Mr.  Davis, 
of  Lewes,  made  the  accusation  while  under  a  mis- 
apprehension as  to  the  whole  facts  of  the  case. 

"  A  copy  of  the  report  is  being  forwarded  to  tho 
Anglers'  Association." 


FISHING  IN  REGENT'S  PARK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  noticed  in  the  water  of  the 
above  large  and  numerous  fish.  Is  there  any 
possibility  of  inducing  the  authorities,  say  by 
means  of  a  widely  signed  memorial  started  by  the 
Fishing  Oazette,  to  permit  fishing  ?  Many  rough 
characters  frequent  the  park,  so  fairly  stringent 
regulations  would  bo  necessary.  In  addition  to  the 
ordinary  rules,  I  would  suggest  no  fishing  on  public 
holidays  or  Sundays.  Fishing  from  a  boat  only 
permissible,  small  fee.  say,  28.  (id.,  to  be  charged,  to 
include  use  of  a  boat,  and  the  permit  to  be  of  the 
nature  of  a  licence.  If  you  will  use  your  influence 
to  secure  this  privilege,  I  am  sure  every  angler 
would  be  very  grateful. — Yours  faithfully, 

9,  Norfolk-rd.,  St.  John's  Wood.     F.  Hawkings. 

[As  the  parka  are  now  under  the  care  of  that 
enlightened  and  up-to-date  body,  the  L.C.C.,  thoro 
is  some  chance  of  our  correspondent's  suggestion 
being  listened  to,  at  any  rate. — Ed.] 


PROTECTION  OF  LOUGH  MASK. 

Dear  Sir, — A  very  strong  feeling  exists  amongst 
the  residents  and  sportsmen  around  Loughs  Ma<k 
and  Cara  that  these  splendid  lakes  and  their 
tributaries  should  now  be  efficiently  protected  from 
poaching,  and  especially  that  the  destruction  of 
trout  on  the  spawning  beds  should  be  absolutely 
and  rigidly  stopped. 

With  the  object  of  furthering  this  movement  a 
preliminary  conference  of  the  leading  local  residents 
was  held  on  Sept.  27  at  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  when  it  was  decided  to  call 
a  public  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Ballinrobe. 

The  notice  convening  this  meeting  was  signed 
by  Martin  Mellet.  P.P.,  Clonbur;  Richard  Lynr  h, 
L.G.B.I.,  J.P.,  Clonbur;  John  Hegarty,  M.D,, 
J. P.,  Clonbur;  Scrope  B.  Doig,  Oughterard;  Joseph 
Boyd,  F.R.C.S.,  Ebor  Hall.  Clonbur;  Peter  Cur- 
ran,  C.C.,  Clonbur  ;  Franklin  C.  Boucher,  LL.B., 
Rochester ;  Alick  Duncan,  linossington  Grange, 
Oakham';  Patrick  Summerville.  Kilbride ;  George 
O.  Potter,  Ballinrobe;  A.  Birmingham,  M.D., 
Ballinrobe ;  J.  O'N.  Donellon.  Ballinrobe ;  J.  C. 
Potter,  Ballinrobe;  F.  Kilkelly,  Ballinrobe;  V. 
Daly,  Ballinrobe ;  E.  P.  O'Flanagan,  Ballinrobe ; 
John  Valkenburg,  Ballinrobe;  H.  J.  AUetson,  Bal- 
linrobe ;  M.  Stanners,  BaUinrobe ;  Godfrey  Allen, 
Clonbur. 

It  is  proposed  at  the  general  meeting  to  submit  for 
approval  the  following  or  some  similar  resolutions : — 

1.  That  a  society  be  now  formed  called  the 
"  Loughs  Mask  and  Cara  Fishery  Association,"  for 
tho  protectioti  of  these  lakes  and  their  tributaries. 

2.  That  a  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  and 
a  reliable  working  committee  bo  now  appointed. 

3.  That  the  association  in  all  business  matters 
in  connection  with  the  lake  will  give  preference  to 
those  supporting  it. 

The  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who 
have  fished  Loughe  Mask  and  Cara  will,  I  am  sure,i 
be  interested  and  pleased  to  hear  of  this  movement! 
to  improve  the  already  excellent  sport  afforded  by« 
tliese  splendid  waters. — Yours  truly,  j 

Godfrey  Allen.  ^ 
{Several  letters  are  unmoiAahVy  held  over.)  \ 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Fishing  and  Flies  in  Newfoundland. 

With  some  excellent  photographs,  one  or  two  of 
which  I  hope  to  reproducs  later  on.  Captain  Sir 
Bryan  Leighton  kindly  sends  me  this  note  about 
the  flies  and  fishing  in  Newfoundland  : — 

"  Deab  Sm, — I  notice  that  you  ihention  the 
Terra  Nova  river,  Newfoundland,  in  your  journal 
of  Oct.  14.  It  may  possibly  interest  you  to  see 
some  of  the  photographs  I  took  of  the  river  this 
summer  when  I  was  there.  All  the  enclosed  were 
taken  on  pools  on  the  river,  which  is  about  100 
yard^  wide  in  some  parts.  The  falh  are  about  30ft. 
high.  The  fliss  were  very  bad  on  this  river,  and 
soon  drove  us  off.  It  was  difficult  to  get  even  the 
native  guides,  or  '  live-heres,'  as  they  are  called, 
to  stop  on  the  river  long. 

"  I  also  notice  you  asK  about  these  flies.  They 
are  the  black  fly  anl  the  mosquito.  The  former 
looks  like  a  diminutive  housefly ;  his  bite  draws 
bloo'l,  and  he  will  get  through  any  sort  of  netting. 
He,  however,  ceases  his  attacks  at  sundown,  just 
as  the  mosquitoes  are  getting  really  bad  (although 
the  latter  bite  all  day  as  well),  and  these  remain 
bad  all  night. 

"There  is  a  third  variety  called  the  sandfly. 
His  appearance  is  that  of  a  tiny  midge — no  bigger 
than  a  grain  of  sand — but  hLs  bite  is  like  the  point 
of  a  red  hot  needle  touching  the  skin,  but  he  does 
not  appear  till  the  middle  of  July. 

"  I  must  confess  to  my  being  most  disappointed 
with  my  fishing  trip  to  Newfoundland  this  year. 
I  found  the  place  overrun  by  Americans  and 
Cana/Jians,  who  had  come  to  fish,  and  it  was  most 
difficult  to  get  even  a  pool  to  oneself  on  any  of  the 
more  getatable  rivers.  I  do  not  myself  intend  to 
flsh  there  again. — Yours  truly, 

"BeYAN  LEiaHTON." 


New  Zealand  Trout  for  England  and  Vice  Vers&. 

I  am  gla/1  to  say  that  another  consignment  of 
New  Zealand  trout  cigs  will  be  sent  to  replace  the 
a«t  lot — of  which  I  can  only  hear  that  twenty-five 


fry  are  alive  out  of  25,000  eggs.  Tho  little  heroes 
are,  I  am  delighted  to  hear  from  Mr.  Carr,  doing 
well  at  the  Blagdon  Hatchery.  Will  those  who 
had  eggs  kindly  say  when  they  can  have  eggs 
ready  in  exchange  to  send  to  the  New  Zealand 
Acclimatisation  Society.  Of  course,  they  will  get 
eggs  in  exchange  when  the  next  New  Zealanders 
arrive.  I  want  to  know  when  eggs  will  be  ready 
so  as  to  arrange  for  the  shipment. 


Observing  how  Trout  Feed. 

Mr.  F.  Schroeder,  an  old  Fishing  Gazette  friend, 
writes:  — 

"Deae  Me.  MABSTOur,— If  Mr.  Sturdy  can  erect 
a  glass  screen  he  can  observe  all  the  movements  of 
his  trout,  like  I  have  done  for  about  twelve  years. 
I  fed  mine  chiefly  with  hard  boiled  eggs ;  one 
fellow  of  3^1b.  took  eight  yolks  of  eggs  at  one 
meal,  and  every  time  he  crushed  it  in  his  mouth  a 
stream  of  yellow  flowed  through  each  gill.  Un- 
fortimately,  I  have  lost  nearly  all  my  twenty  large 
trout  during  my  holiday  this  year;  the  biggest 
was  quite  41b." 

This  interesting  observation  makes  my  suggested 
carmine  capsule  unnecessary.  Sorry  to  hear  of  the 
loss  of  such  fine  trout. 


A  Trout  said  to  be  Peculiar  to  Iceland. 

Mr.  Digby  Legard,  who  has  been  fishing  in 
Iceland,  writes  to  me: — 

"  I  had  two  months'  fishing  in  Iceland  this 
summer  with  two  friends,  one  of  whom  owns  a 
river.  I  got  about  6001b.  of  salmon,  grilse,  sea- 
trout,  char  (4lb.,  3|lb.,  etc.),  and  a  few  of  the 
'  Gaimardi '  trout,  which  are  peculiar  to  Iceland. 
We  got  several — 51b.,  41b.,  etc.,  and  one  excep- 
tionally fine  one  of  9^1b.  I  enclose  his  portrait. 
You  wiU  notice  I  photoed  a  scale  with  him,  so  that 
any  part  can  be  measured  accurately.  I  also  have 
written  rough  dimensions.  I  always  photo  fish 
with  a  scale,  otherwise  they  might  be  '  sprats  ' ! 

"Publish  the  photo  if  you  like — it  might  interest 
your  readers.  If  you  did  so,  I  could  write  you  a 
few  lines  on  these  trout,  or,  if  you  liked,  a  brief 
article  on  Iceland  fishing.  I  used  to  get  my 
Fishing  Gazette  out  there  regularly.  It  is  a  fine 
place  to  go  to  after  fish,  and  I  shall  repeat  the 
experiment." 

The  S.  Trutta  Gaimard  is  a  very  handsome  fish. 
Anyway,  I  have  told  Mr.  Legard  I  am  sure  our 
readers  will  be  glad  to  have  the  information  he 
proposes  to  send.  On  what  grounds  is  this  trout 
claimed  as  peculiar  to  Iceland  ?  It  looks  like  a 
migratory  fish,  or  a  fario  which  has  taken  to 
living  in  the  estuary  of  a  river. 


Report  of  the  Imperial  Fisheries'  Institute,  Japan. 

From  Suisan  Koshujio  (that  is,  the  Imperial 
Fisheries'  Institute),  Tokio,  Japan,  I  have  received 
a  most  interesting  illustrated  report  of  the  institute, 
which  is  attached  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce.  I  have  for  many  years  been  an 
admirer  of  the  Japanese,  and  a  member  of  the 
Japan  Society,  and  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
giving  our  readers  some  extracts  from  this  report 
later  on,  especially  from  an  article  on  experiments 
in  the  strength  and  elongation  of  various  kinds  of 
threads  for  fishing  lines  and  nets. 


Those  Greek  Fly  Fishers. 

I  fear  that  it  is  impossible  to  identify  the  river 
in  Macedonia  called  the  Astraeus  by  iJllian  in  the 
opening  of  the  fifteenth  book  of  his  dc  natura 
animalium.  One  of  our  greatest  authorities  on 
ancient  geography,  Mr.  F.  Haverfield,  M.A.,  in 
answer  to  my  query  says : — 

"  Astraeus  is  an  unidentified  stream — either  the 
Axius  or  the  Heliacmon  {see  Leake's  'North 
Greece  iii.,'  292-468),  or  a  tributary  of  the  latter, 
or  any  other  river  thereabouts.  Fishing  there 
would  be  rather  exciting  just  now.  But  the  fly  is 
as  likely  to  be  a  marsh  fly  with  an  evil  bite  as  nice 
May  Fly."  ' 


How  TO  Tra  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Oautte,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Qrayllng." 
By  H.  Q.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  belt  book  ever 
written  on  tb«  n,'b\tat."—Fi»hvng  Qaiettt, 


The  Naval,  Shipping,  and  Fisheries'  Exhibition. 

Although  the  past  year  has  not  been  a  brilliant 
one  for  business  at  exhibitioiLs,  or  generally  for 
that  matter,  nearly  one  and  a  half  million  visitors 
went  to  the  Earl's  Court  Naval,  Shipping,  and 
Fisheries'  Exhibition.  The  exhibit  of  specimen 
fish  was  greatly  admked.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


NAVAL,    SHIPPING,  AND 

FISHERIES'  EXHIBITION. 


LIST  OF  AWARDS  MADE  BY  THE  JURY 
AT  EARL'S  COURT. 


FisHEEiEs'  Section. 

PiscATOEiAL  Society,  diploma  of  honour;  Mr. 
Rowland  Ward,  gold  medal ;  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Association,  silver  medal ;  True  Cale- 
donian Society,  silver  medal ;  HoUoway  Angling 
Society,  silver  medal;  Friendly  Anglers,  gold 
medal ;  Flyfishers'  Club,  gold  medal ;  Mr.  M.  R.  L. 
White,  silver  medal ;  Globe  Angling  Society,  gold 
medal ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  gold  medal ;  Mrs. 
Prideaux,  gold  medal ;  Convivial  Angling  Society, 
silver  medal ;  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  silver 
medal ;  Mr.  Richard  Starkey,  gold  medal ; 
Hardy  Brothers,  diploma  of  honour;  Ogden  and 
Scotford,  gold  medal ;  Arthur  Newham,  bronze 
medal ;  Highbury  Angling  Society,  gold  medal ; 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  gold  medal ;  Mr.  John 
Mackay,  gold  medal ;  Norwich  Angling  Society,  gold 
medal ;  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  gold 
medal ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Alexander,  gold  medal ;  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  gold  medal ;  Mr.  A.  E,  Hobbs,  gold  medal ; 
Mr.  J.  0.  Pery-Knox-Gore,  silver  medal ;  Mr.  E.  C. 
Pery-Knox-Gore.  silver  medal ;  Mr.  G.  Clarke, 
bronze  medal ;  Mr.  Wm.  Bantock,  silver  medal ; 
Capt.  F.  Wemyss,  silver  medal ;  Mr.  Albert  Wade, 
silver  medal ;  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society, 
gold  medal ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Gear,  silver  medal ;  The  Rt. 
Hon.  Earl  of  Denbigh's  fish  hatchery,  diploma  of 
honour  (highest  award);  Newfoundland  Govern- 
ment, diploma  of  honour  (highest  award) ;  Hearder 
and  Son,  gold  medal. 


"SUA  CUIQUE  VOLUPTAS." 
Oct.  15.   Teout  Fishing  Closes. 


Watee  of  silver  and  brown. 

Russet  and  golden  trees, 
Brown  reeds  that  bow  themselves  down 

To  the  conquering  easterly  breeze. 
Steel  grey  and  cold  is  the  sky. 

Chilly  October  is  here. 
To-day  a  trout  dies  for  a  fly, 

To-morrow  there's  nothing  to  fear. 

Hark !  to  music  of  hounds  far  away. 

One  can  see  the  pink  coats  through  the  beeches ; 
I  rose  a  great  salmon  to-day 

In  one  of  those  silvery  reaches. 
From  the  bracken  a  cock  pheasant  crows. 

There  are  partridges  here,  too,  in  reason  ; 
Sua  cuiqtie  voluntas,  one  knows. 

But — I've  caught  my  last  trout  of  the  season. 

— Scotsman,  Oct.  16. 


DEATH  OF  A  WELL-KNOWN 
PROFESSIONAL  ANGLER. 


OuE  readers  will  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Walter  Metcalfe,  of  Holywell,  Hunts,  which 
occurred  on  Oct.  11.  The  deceased  was  wi.  11  known 
in  fishing  circles  throughout  the  eastern  counties ; 
in  fact,  it  would  not  be  too  much  to  say  that  he 
was  the  best-known  professional  fisherman  in 
Cambridge  and  Huntingdonshire.  His  genial 
manner  endeared  him  to  all.  and  his  death  will  be 
an  irreparable  loss  to  his  numerous  friends  in  the 
fishing  world.  The  funeral  was  held  at  Holywell 
on  Oct.  14,  and  was  attended  by  a  large  circle  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintances.  There  was  a  large 
and  beautiful  display  of  wreaths,  crosses,  and 
flowers,  and  telegrams  were  sent  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  from  those  who  were  unable  to  attend. 
The  deceased  leaves  a  widowed  mother,  who, 
together  with  his  sisters  and  brothers,  will  have 
the  sympathy  of  everyone  in  their  bereavement. 
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MR.  T.  REES,  JUN.,  USE. 


Me.  T.  Rees,  jttn.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
lias  been  an  angler  from  a  small  boy,  or  practically 
all  his  life,  and  is  generally  admitted  to  be  one  of 
the  best,  if  not  the  best,  salmon  and  trout  anglers 
on  the  river.  His  fishing  experienc-e  has  been 
chiefly  confined  to  the  famous  U.sk  and  its  tribu- 
taries, and  he  has  had  many  days'  ext  client  sport. 
In  the  spring  some  time  ago  he  killed  with  the  fly,  on 
one  particular  day,  in  about  four  hours,  fifty-seven 
trout,  which  is  the  biggest  catch  Ik^  ever  had. 
Years  ago,  when  trout  were  more  numerous  in  tlu^ 
district  than  they  have  been  of  recent  years,  his 
kills  in  a  season  numbered  from  700  to  900. 
Mr.  Rees  holds  the  record  for  salmon  angling,  ;  nd 
in  the  year  1891  he  accounted  for  no  less  than 
113  fish,  all  caught  on  the  "Limited  or  Town 
Water."  This  constitutes  a  record  for  the  whole 
of  the  river,  and  is  never  likely  to  he  equalled. 
The  biggest  "  bag  "  in  a  day  was  seven,  averaging 
141b.  each.  He  has  of  recer.t  years  taken  to  tisli 
for  both  salmon  and  trout  from  a  coracle  {see 
illustration),  which  is  a  difficult  task,  as  the  little 
craft  requires  very  careful  handling.  He  thus  has 
the  advantage  of  other  angler.s  by  being  able  to 
cover  water  which  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  fish 
in  consequence  of  the  trees  and  other  obstacles. 
Mr.  Rees  is  at  all  times  ready  to  give  anyone  a 
wrinkle,  and  has  taught  many  of  the  present  day 
anglers  the  correct  way  to  cast  the  fl}-.  Mr.  Rees 
in  his  younger  days  won  many  prizes  on  the 
running-path,  is  well  known  as  a  eric,  eter  and 
footballer,  and  has  a  well  deserved  leputation  for 
skill  in  handling  a  gun.  X. 


CONCERNING  LEA  ROACHING. 


The  Bod. — Those  anglers  who  intend  to  purchase 
a  rod  for  bank  fishing  for  roach  should  be  sure  and 
avoid  one  with  a  whippy  top.  The  action  of  the 
top  of  a  good  Lea  rod  should  be  simultaneous  with 
that  of  the  butt.  To  properly  test  a  cane  roach- 
pole  hold  the  point  about  (iin.  fiom  the  ground 
(that  is,  when  seated),  then  strike  as  though  one 
were  trying  to  hook  a  fish — a  sharp  but  delicate 
stroke — and  if  the  point  of  the  rod  strikes  the 
ground,  then  the  top  is  too  whippy. 

If  the  rod  is  too  pliant  I  am  convinced  that 
many  fish  will  be  lost.  This  is  sure  to  be  the  case 
when  swimming  the  float  with  the  top  of  the  rod 
held  over  it.  The  second  point  is  to  have  all  the 
ferrules  double  brazed.  Many  years  ago  Mr.  Sower- 
butts  at  first  brazed  only  the  ferrules  used  when 
disjointing,  but  as  time  went  on  other  ferrules 
were  served  the  same.  I  have  still  a  very  old 
roach-pole,  and  only  the  second  ferrule  from  the 
butt  is  double  brazed.  My  favourite  rod  is  over 
18ft.  in  length,  has  every  female  ferrule  so  treated, 
and  the  second  ferrule  from  the  butt  is  made  to 
work  very  easily,  for  it  is  necessary  to  disjoint  very 
quickly  in  order  to  bait  one's  hook  or  land  a  fish. 
When  fishing  swims,  say,  4ft.  or  5ft.  in  depth, 
nothing  shows  up  the  beginner  or  novice  more 
than  endeavouring  to  bait  his  hook  without  dis- 
jointing, and  trying  to  get  hold  of  it  as  it  dangles 
iJl  the  most  tantalising  manner  out  of  his  reach. 
Many  anglers  who  have  never  tried  to  catch  roach 
with  a  cane  pole  and  tight  line  imagine  such  a  rod 
is  very  tiring  to  use.  This  is  by  no  means  the  case 
if  the  following  instructions  are  carried  out.  A 
good  rod  .should  weigh  a  little  over  21b.  When 
tioat  fishing  for  many  hours  several  ounces  make 
all  the  difference.  Never  stand  up  when  roaching  ; 
sit  down  on  your  box  or  basket  and  slick  to  it. 
These  should  be  about  14in.  in  height,  and  the  butt 
of  the  rod  should  be  held  under  one's  right  arm, 
resting  on  the  knee,  with  the  forefinger  of  the 
right  hand  straight  down  on  the  top  of  the  lod, 
with  the  hand  grasping  it,  the  left  hand  supported 
across  one's  left  knee,  with  the  palm  open,  forming 
a  rest,  and  acting  in  unison  with  the  right. 

For  the  Thames  I  prefer  a  rather  stouter  line 
than  when  fishing  in  the  Lea.  I  use  the  finest 
drawn  gut  I  can  get,  and  a  No.  10  Crystal  hook. 
Several  lines  made  up  with  floats  to  carry  from 
four  to  eight  No.  3  or  4  shots  are  necessary,  in 
case  one  wishes  to  try  deeper  water  than  4ft.  or 
5ft.,  or  a  quicker  stream.  Always  puit  the  weight 
to  the  strength  of  the  current.  Success  more  often 
depends  on  this  than  many  anglers  imagine.  My 
favourite  float  is  of  a  light  grey  and  green  colour, 
tut  many  f  shermen  prefer  a  black  layered  Tioode 


Photo  by]  [//.  Ihinuiag.  I'lik. 

Mb.  T.  Rees,  juk.,  of  Usk,  with  his  Coracle  on  his  back. 
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Mb.  T*  Bees,  juy.,  o;  Usk,  visbuxq  xbe  Giles'  Stbsam  vbou  bis  Cobacls, 
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float  with  a  white  tip.  It  is  best  to  have  several 
of  different  sizes,  especially  when  fishing  the 
Thame?,  and  if  one  has  the  hook  lengths,  or  •'  tafts," 
properly  shotted,  I  think  a  float  that  can  be 
lengthened  or  shortened  at  pleasure  is  a  great 
convenience. 

Light  Legering  and  Cupping. — ^It  is  astonishing 
what  a  number  of  anglers  there  are  who  have 
never  heard  of  this  capital  dodge.  Years  before  I 
joined  a  club  I  had  followed  this  method  in  Dobbs' 
Weir  and  the  Forty  Guinea  water.  In  those  days 
cupping  was  so  little  known  that  not  a  member  of 
this  club  had  heard  of  it.  This  was  previous  to 
the  time  that  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company 
had  reduced  their  fares  to  anglers.  When  trying 
this  dodge  in  the  Thames  I  have  heard  anglers  say, 
"  Why,  there  is  a  man  fishing  with  half-a-quartem 
loaf  on  his  hook."  This  used  to  greatly  amuse  me 
when  I  was  catching  big  roach,  and  after  trying  all 
they  knew  they  could  not  circumvent  one.  One 
morning  I  was  fishing  from  the  bank  at  Pang- 
bourne,  and  I  shall  never  forget  Mr.  Lovegrove's 
look  of  astonishment  when  he  saw  me  land  several 
roach  weighing  over  a  poimd  each.  In  light 
legering  the  float  is  kept  in  position  by  holding 
one".s  rod  point  well  upstream,  with  most  of  the 
shots  lying  on  the  bottom,  and  the  hook-bait 
should  be  generally  paste  and  gentles  for  the 
summer  months,  a  couple  of  "  cockspvu-s  "  or  the 
tail  end  of  a  maiden  lob  in  autumn  and  winter, 
especially  in  a  discoloured  water. 

In  paste  fishing  the  hook-bait  should  be  covered 
with  one's  ground-bait,  made  of  stiff  bread  and 
bran.  Use  a  piece  about  the  size  of  a  pickling 
walnut,  press  the  thumb  into  it  so  as  to  form  a  sort 
of  cup  (hence  the  term  "cupping"),  and  squeeze  it 
around  the  hook-bait.  This  ground-bait  should  be 
made  stiffer  than  that  which  is  used  when  following 
the  float  with  the  rod,  for  this  must  be  shaken  oft, 
or  the  weight  of  it  would  take  the  float  under,  but 
in  light  legering  the  stream  dissolves  the  bread 
and  bran,  and  it  floats  down  and  attracts  the  fish. 
On  no  account  trouble  to  bait  a  swim  by  indis- 
criminately casting  in  ground-bait,  or  one  is  almost 
sure  to  feed  the  fish.  It  frequently  happens  that 
they  feed  on  the  ground-bait  of  bread  and  bran,  it 
being  a  very  sweet  morsel,  so  much  so  that  on 
many  occasions  when  roach  fishing  I  have  caught 
chub,  bream,  dace,  and  even  small  trout.  I  prefer 
a  shotted  line  for  float  legering  to  either  a  bullet  or 
pear-shaped  lead,  because  these  quickly  wear  and 
spoil  a  fine  drawn  gut  line,  and  if  the  bottom  of 
one's  swim  is  uneven  or  foul  a  pear-shaped  lead 
gets  hung  up,  and  a  break  is  the  result,  causing  a 
wd,ste  of  valuable  time.  So  I  always  use  a  shotted 
line  ;  then  one  strikes  directly  on  the  fish,  and  not 
on  the  lead.  Again,  should  the  angler,  as 
occasionally  happens,  wish  to  try  floating,  he  has 
simply  to  shift  his  float  down  to  the  proper  depth, 
or  he  can  start  floating  and  then  try  legering 
without  altering  his  line. 

I  invariably  try  a  short  time  at  swimming  the 
float  before  attempting  to  leger,  as  one  quickly 
discovers  if  the  swim  is  suitable  for  legering. 
Novices  should  be  told  that  it  is  no  use  legering  if 
the  swim  is  foul  or  uneven,  for  the  chances  are  the 
bait  would  be  out  of  sight  of  the  fish,  and  the 
result  a  blank.  The  swim  should  be  clear,  if  not  a 
gravelly  one.  Even  in  summer  a  clear  swim  of  4ft. 
or  5ft.  can  often  be  found  over  the  tail  end  of 
floating  weeds.  In  fact,  these  are  the  spots  both 
roach  and  dace  frequent ;  they  seem  fond  of  going 
in  and  out  of  them,  as  if  they  were  playing  at  hide 
and  seek. 

As  a  rule  better  fish  are  caught  when  legering, 
for  tho  simple  reason  that  the  small  fish  nibbling 
away  at  the  cupping  attracts  larger  ones,  inquisi- 
tiveness  being  highly  developed  in  most  fish,  for 
when  plumbing  the  depth  both  jack  and  perch  will 
sometimes  seize  one's  plummet.  Next  to  legering 
I  have  found  a  dragging  bait  is  very  successful  in 
really  circumventing  specimen  fish. 

For  this  dodge  select  a  gravelly  swim  as  clear  as 
possible,  and  if  it  is  sheltered  so  much  the  better. 
Have  the  line  so  weighted  that  the  hook-bait  does 
not  catch,  but  passes  lightly  over  small  obstacles. 
This  can  often  be  done  by  weighting  the  line  about 
18in.  above  the  hook  with  three  or  four  small  shots, 
the  current  flowing  slower  at  the  bottom  than  it 
does  at  the  surface.  In  a  moderately  fast  stream  a 
single  No.  5  shot  may  be  fixed  about  15in.  from 
the  hook,  and  several  increasing  in  size  placed  at 
intervals  above  it,  the  topmost  shot  being  a  little 
larger  than  the  one  below  it,  and  so^balancing  the 
quill  float  to  a  nicety. 


After  carefully  plumbing  the  depth,  shift  the 
float  up  the  line  6in.  or  7in.,  and  the  hook  will  then 
drag  on  the  clear  ground  without  getting  hung  up, 
and  tempt  fish  to  take  the  bait  that  cannot  often 
be  caught  in  any  other  way.  Of  course,  it  requires 
experience  and  judgment  to  work  it  successfully, 
but  it  is  a  very  good  dodge,  the  bait  dragging 
along  in  a  natural  manner,  similar  to  dragging  a 
caddis  bait  across  a  sandy  swim. 

Old  Lea  Angler. 


A  GOOD  FLY  FOE  BILLET  OFF 
FILEY  BKIG. 


Seeing  a  note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  re  a  good 
fly  for  sea  fishing,  I  venture  to  send  a  description 
of  what  proved  useful  on  two  occasions  when 
fishing  at  Filey. 

Referring  to  my  diary,  I  see  on  Aug.  5,  1898,  in 
the  afternoon  I  was  on  the  Brig  and  saw  the  billet 
come  in  after  fry,  and  at  once  went  to  the  cabin, 
where  I  had  a  grilse  rod  in  readiness,  and  got  ten 
billet  as  fast  as  I  could  cover  them,  and  then  they 
cleared  out. 

I  had  on  my  cast  the  usual  regulation  sea  fly, 
red  body  and  twist,  white  wings,  and  for  a  tail  fly 
the  creation  which  is  the  cause  of  these  lines  being 
written,  and  which  accounted  for  nine  out  of  the 
ten  fish. 

I"\iressed  it  on  an  ordinary  galvanised  sea  hook. 
No.  1  size,  which  is  an  inch  and  a  half  from  end  of 
shank  to  top  of  bend. 

Body,  wrapped  thinly  with  silver  or  lead  paper 
off  a  tobacco  packet,  wings  being  composed  of  one 
pinion  feather  (the  spike  feather  in  woodcock  and 
snipe)  of  a  white  duck,  laid  quite  flat  along  the 
body,  but  only  attached  at  the  head  of  the  fly  to 
the  shank. 

A  queer  thing  it  looked,  but  they  took  it  in 
famously  for  the  few  minutes  I  could  cover  them 
from  the  rocks. 

I  send  you  one,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I  found  I  had 
in  my  sea  tackle  box,  though  the  silver  paper  is 
dull  and  the  fibre  gone  from  the  spike  feather  into 
the  maw  of  the  moth.  Yet  I  should  back  it  still 
against  the  fancy  sea  flies  sold. 

Referring  back  to  my  diary  again,  I  see  on 
Aug.  19  I  returned  to  Filey,  and  on  Aug.  20  got 
ten  codling  in  the  morning,  and  again  noticed  the 
billet  chasing  the  fry  and  coming  in  close. 

I  did  a  sprint  for  the  cabin,  and  got  hurriedly  to 
work  with  the  grilse  rod,  and  just  landed  a  score. 

I  had  on  my  cast  two  of  these  extra  special 
tobacco  duck  rangers,  and  twice  got  two  on  at 
once,  but  only  landed  one  each  time,  as  it  was 
rather  rough  work,  and  I  was  in  a  big  hurry,  and 
could  I  have  reached  another  ten  yards  out  would 
have  done  the  trick  oftener.  The  only  fault  I  can 
find  with  the  fly  is  its  weight,  two  on  a  cast  rather 
upset  the  balance. 

Time,  tide,  and  billet  wait  for  no  man,  however, 
and  were  I  again  going  for  them  I  would  be  more 
evenly  balanced,  and  have  another  ten  yards' 
scope. 

One  day  during  that  visit  I  sat  the  tide  out  on 
the  further  end  of  the  Brig,  cut  off  from  land,  and 
had  a  great  battle  with  a  big  fish  into  the  teens  of 
pounds.  I  had  no  gaff,  and  in  time  got  it  played 
out,  belly  up,  quite  close  into  the  rocks,  and 
helpless  we  lay  and  sat  till  the  end  came,  and  the 
hold  tore  out. 

Fish,  like  Barkis,  went  out  with  the  tide,  and  I, 
like  Lord  Ullin,  was  left  lamenting.  I  am  used  to 
that,  though.  What  a  lot  of  flies  there  are  this 
1905  year  of  our  Lord !  They  still  awake  to  activity 
when  the  sun  shines,  and  annoy  even  now,  as  I 
write.  Do  all  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
know  this  old  chestnut,  I  wonder  ?  Small  boy,  on 
a  wet  day,  looking  out  of  window  and  observing 
a  fly  on  the  pane,  loq. :  "  Hallo,  little  fly,  how  are 
do  ?  Who  made  little  fly  ?  Did  Dod  make  little 
fly?  Does  little  fly  love  Dod?  Yes,  little  fly 
loves  Dod.  Would  little  fly  like  to  do  to  Dod  ? 
Yes,  little  fly  would  like  to  do  to  Dod.  Then  DO," 
and  he  put  his  finger  on  it  emphatically. 

On  the  second  day  at  the  billet  an  army  man 
with  a  stiff  knee  was  on  the  Brig,  salmon  rod,  etc., 
all  ready  to  give  every  billet  its  bullet  with 
beautiful  sea  flies.  I  hurriedly  threw  him  one  of 
mine  whilst  busy  hauling  them  out,  and  it 
accounted  for  the  only  two  he  got.  I  wish  we  had 
fraternised  half  an  hour  sooner  for  his  sake,  the 
billets'  Bake,  and  mine.  Haie  Cast. 


FISHING  FOE  FLY-FISH. 


When  I  was  nine  years  old  I  was  at  a  school 
for  small  boys  near  the  New  River,  and  I  felt 
curiously  drawn  to  the  rows  of  anglers  who  at 
times  lined  the  banks.  One  Scot,  with  a  bushy 
red  beard  slightly  flocked  with  grey,  in  particular 
interested  me  by  his  success  with  the  perch,  but 
funds  did  not  run  to  rod  and  line,  and  I  had  no 
sympathetic  friend  to  supply  my  need.  There  was 
one  boy  at  the  school  who  used  to  accompany  me 
in  my  expeditions  to  the  New  River  to  yearn  over 
the  happy  anglers  there,  and  I  remember  as  if  it 
were  yesterday  that  after  the  Easter  holidays  he 
came  back  swelling  with  pride  to  announce,  "I 
have  been  fly  fishing."  "Rats !  "  said  I.  "What's 
fly  fishing  ?  Fishing  for  flics  ?  "  "  No,"  he  replied, 
"  fishing  for  fly-fish."  "  And  what  are  fly-fish  ?  " 
"  Oh,"  said  he,  "  fish  that  run  along  the  top  of 
the  water  and  catch  flies."  "  Did  you  catch 
many  ?  "  "  Yes,  quite  a  lot.  You  have  flies  made 
on  hooks  with  feathers  and  things,  and  you  dangle 
them  over  the  fish,  and  when  they  get  near  you 
pretend  to  draw  them  away,  and  then  they  run  at 
them  and  grab  them,  and  you  catch  them  on  the 
hooks."  "Walker!"  I  replied,  or  whatever  was 
the  equivalent  of  the  day ;  but  pondering  over  my 
friend's  story,  I  remembered  seeing  small  fish  (which 
I  have  long  since  recognised  as  bleak)  swimming 
actively  near  the  surface  and  occasionally  breaking 
it,  and  I  longed  to  try  them  with  a  fly.  But  it  was 
years  before  I  saw  an  artificial  fly.  Steoke. 


THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  SCOTCH 
ANGLING  SEASON. 


On  Oct.  14  the  brown  trout  angling  season 
closed  all  over  Scotland,  and  the  salmon  angling 
season  will  close  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  on 
Oct.  31.  The  Tay,  Spey,  and  the  earlier  rivers 
were  shut  down  for  the  season  on  Oct.  14,  while 
on  the  other  hand  the  Tweed  and  some  Solway 
rivers  are  open  for  some  weeks  yet. 

The  characteristic  outstanding  feature  of  the 
past  season  was  the  long  speU  of  drought,  and 
coming  on  the  back  of  a  previous  very  dry  season 
or  two  it  was  all  the  more  severely  felt,  and  told 
heavier  on  the  side-streams,  and  consequently  on 
the  rivers  all  round,  which  were  practically  dried 
up,  and  otherwise  choked  with  aquatic  vegetation 
and  algae.  The  earlier  months,  April  and  May, 
were  fairly  good,  but  from  June  I  till  the  advent 
of  October  there  has  been  practically  little  or  no 
water  to  angle  in  for  either  trout  or  salmon. 

There  was  an  excellent  head  of  fish  in  the  rivers 
before  the  nets  came  on  in  February  last,  and 
during  the  early  spring  months  very  good  sport 
was  got  on  the  Dee,  Tay,  and  some  sections  of  the 
Spey,  but  the  smaller  rivers,  such  as  the  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Ythan,  did  poorly.  The  grilse 
season  was  a  complete  failure,  aU  on  account  of 
the  drought  and  abnormally  low  state  of  the  rivers. 
The  fish  were  also  driven  off  the  coast  by  storms, 
all  except  during  July,  when  the  netters  had  the 
bulk  of  their  season's  harvest  off  the  grilse  run 
alone.  As  it  was,  they  only  made  half  a  fishing, 
and  in  some  cases  not  even  that.  The  grilse  are 
just  now  running  into  the  main  streams  and 
tributaries  that  should  have  run  up  in  July  and 
August — red,  belated  fish,  but  still  grilse,  and  in  a 
hurry  to  get  to  their  domestic  duties.  Last  week 
the  sight  of  ascending  fish,  mostly  grilse,  on  the 
Dee,  Feugh,  and  such  like  side-streams  was  unique, 
and  seldom  seen  in  the  lifetime  of  the  oldest 
fisherman. 

The  autumn  fish  have  been  late  in  coming,  but 
the  rivers  are  teeming  with  fish,  and  the  last  few 
weeks  have  been  prolifie  of  sport,  and  would  have 
been  much  better  had  it  not  been  for  the  cold 
snap  of  last  week,  which,  accompanied  with  heavy 
atmospheric  disturbances — thunder,  hail,  and  snow 
— have  put  the  fish  down  for  the  nonce.  The  closing 
week  on  the  Tay  was  the  brightest  of  the  whole 
season,  and  on  some  sections  of  the  Dee  record 
takes  have  been  made ;  and  the  chances  are  that 
more  fish  will  be  killed,  on  those  rivers  that  close 
on  Oct.  31,  during  the  closing  weeks  than  have 
been  got  aU  the  autumn  season  through. 

Sea-trout  have  been  more  abundant,  and  better 
baskets  made  on  such  famous  sea-trout  streams  as 
the  Tthan  and  Ugie  than  has  been  the  case  for 
years  back.     The  want  of  regular  semi-spates. 
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however,  has  kept  them  back,  and  their  condition 
lately  has  not  been  of  the  best. 

The  quality  of  the  spring  fish  was  unique  so  far 
as  shape  and  colour  were  concerned.  As  for  summer 
fish  there  were  few,  but  what  grilse  were  got  were 
of  excellent  tone  and  good  weights.  The  Shetland 
sea-trout  season  has  been  a  very  poor  one  through- 
out, but  in  Orkney  anglers  did  better,  although 
even  there  the  rains  came  all  too  late  to  be  of 
much  use  to  anglers. 

The  spawning  season  is  certain  to  be  a  good  one, 
both  as  regards  salmon  and  sea-trout.  The  October 
floods  have  assured  that,  and  already  a  good  head 
of  spawners  are  well  into  the  main  rivers  and 
taking  easily  the  side-streams,  which  are  likely  to 
be  in  good  volume  for  weeks  to  come.  If  the 
angling  season  has  been  an  indifferent  one,  it  is  the 
climatic  conditions  alone  that  are  to  blame. 

G.  Maokay, 


A  FISHING  HOLIDAY  IN  lEELAND. 


UNDER  CANVAS  IN  THE  WILDS  OF 
COUNTY  CORK. 


{Continued  from  page  276.) 

On  we  went  again,  and  soon  there  was  another 
tug — a  tremendous  tug — and  now  commenced  one 
of  the  prettiest  fights  between  man  and  fish  that  it 
has  ever  been  my  joy  to  witness.  Jack  handled 
his  lloz.  rod  in  a  masterly  fashion;  the  winch 
literally  screamed,  there  was  a  mighty  rush  down, 
down,  down,  until  there  must  have  been  thirty  or 
forty  yards  of  line  out.  Con  and  I  looked  on  with 
suppressed  astonishment,  and  pulling  here  and 
backwatering  there,  I  did  my  utmost  to  assist  Jack 
in  his  struggle  for  the  mastery.  From  the  way  in 
which  the  fish  pulled  and  plunged,  we  thought  it 
must  be  a  salmon,  and  I  feared  there  was  but 
little  chance  of  landing  a  fish  of  any  size  on  so  light 
a  rod  fitted  with  such  fine  tackle.  Several  times 
we  saw  him  lash  the  surface  of  the  water  with  his 
tail,  but  could  not  yet  decide  whether  his  name 
was  pike  or  salmon.  The  rod  and  tackle  stood 
the  strain  magnificently,  the  former  being  doubled 
round  like  a  hoop,  and  after  a  most  exciting  fight, 
lasting  about  twenty-five  minutes.  Jack  gaffed  his 
fish,  which  turned  out  to  be  a  pike  weighing  71b.  2oz. 

On  a  pike  rod  the  fish  would  have  been  landed 
without  much  trouble,  but  on  a  lOft.  split-cane 
trout-rod  it  required  no  ordinary  judgment  and 
skill  to  secure  him,  and  the  performance  was  worth 
going  a  long  way  to  see.  The  rod  came  out  of  the 
ordeal  as  true  and  strong  as  ever,  and  that  it  was 
not  injured  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the  rough 
scrimmage  in  which  it  had  lately  engaged,  speaks 
volumes  for  the  excellency  of  manufacture.  Con 
became  fearfully  excited,  aod  when  the  tension 
was  over,  and  the  fish  lay  gasping  in  the  bottom  of 
the  boat,  exclaimed :  "  Begorra,  if  I  could  catch  a 
fish  like  that,  I'd  jump  in  the  lake  and  shwim  out 
for  fun." 

We  had  no  further  sport  of  any  consequence 
afterwards,  save  the  landing  of  a  very  small  jack, 
which  was  put  back ;  whereupon  we  got  the  boat 
ashore  and  on  to  Con's  cart  in  readiness  for  our 
journey  on  the  morrow  to  another  lake  in  the 
mountains — Lake  Shehy. 

Next  morning  we  were  early  astir,  and  soon  after 
breakfast  started  for  Lake  Shehy.  Con  was  to 
bring  the  boat  later  on :  it  was  an  awful  job  to  get 
it  up  the  rough  mountain  passes.  Indeed,  when 
some  considerable  distance  from  the  lake.  Con  and 
some  of  the  boys  had  to  take  the  ginnett  out  of 
the  shafts  and  push  the  cart  across  the  bogs. 
Finally  they  reached  the  lake— a  beautiful  moun- 
tain sheet  of  water  at  the  foot  of  the  Shehy 
mountain,  from  the  summit  of  which  one  can  look 
down  on  Bantry  Bay  and  the  "ships  at  sea." 

Lake  Shehy  is  a  wonderful  lake  for  trout.  There 
are  no  pike  in  it,  and  although  the  brown  trout  of 
the  cool  mountain  lake  are  not  large— fish  of  a 
pound  weight  and  over  being  occasionally  caught — 
they  die  hard  when  fighting  for  liberty  at  the  end 
of  a  fly-rod.  I  regret  to  hear  that  there  are  one  or 
two  of  the  natives  who  fish  with  the  otter  on  this 
lake,  and  who,  if  they  are  wise,  will  straightway 
discontinue  the  use  of  this  unsportsmanlike  im- 
plement of  destruction. 

"  Con,  my  boy,  put  that  in  your  pipe  and  shmoke 
it." 

Father  Hurley  informed  me,  as  also  did  Mr. 
Brophy,  that  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  when  in  the 


district  last,  had  promised  a  donation  of  £25,  if  the 
like  amount  could  be  raised  locally,  for  the  purpose 
of  exterminating  the  pike  in  the  Inchigeela  Lakes, 
and  restocking  with  trout.  When  the  requisite 
amount  is  forthcoming,  the  good  people  of  Gurth- 
nacarriga  seriously  propose  setting  about  their 
task  in  the  following  way :  They  will  procure  a  lot 
of  trimmers,  and  bait  them  with  live  frogs ;  they 
propose  also  to  introduce  perch  in  the  lakes,  and 
they  solemnly  aver  that  the  pike  will  go  for  the 
perch,  and  the  back  fin  of  the  perch  will  stick  in 
the  throat  of  the  pike  and  kill  him,  and  finally  by 
these  means  the  lakes  will  be  cleared  of  pike 
altogether. 

The  Inchigeela  Lakes,  winding  in  and  out  in 
irregular  picturesqueness  for  a  distance  of  five  or 
six  miles,  provide  excellent  harbourage  for  pike,  to 
rid  them  of  which  would  need  the  adoption  of  far 
sterner  measures  than  those  innocent  propositions 
confided  by  the  peasantry.  We  would  suggest  that 
they  disabuse  their  minds  of  ever  being  able  to  do 
away  with  the  pike  in  Inchigeela  Lakes,'  and  that 
the  money  at  their  disposal  be  used  in  restocking 
Lake  Shehy  and  the  Pawdeen  river — the  pike  do 
not  go  far  up  the  Pawdeen — the  former  with  Loch 
Leven  yearlings  and  the  latter  with  yearling  brown 
trout.  This  and  the  prevention  of  otter  fishing 
would  prove  a  much  better  investment,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  offer  great  attraction  to  anglers,  and 
thereby  do  a  deal  of  good  to  the  neighbourhood  in 
general.  We  did  not  do  much  fishing  on  this  day, 
which  was  Tuesday,  remembering  that  we  had 
arranged  to  get  back  early  to  give  an  "  At  Home  " 
at  our  tent.  You  may  call  it  "  A  Reception,"  or 
"At  Home,"  or,  in  native  parlance,  "  A  Padden," 
as  you  will,  but  after  getting  back,  and  before  we 
had  time  to  brew  a  cup  of  tea  for  ourselves,  we 
could  see  the  boys  and  girls  and  men  and  women 
wending  their  way  from  down  the  valley  and  across 
the  mountain  towards  our  camp,  and  presently  there 
was  quite  a  crowd.  Some  of  the  young  sparks  were 
between  seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age.  The  day 
was  a  holy-day,  and  so  they  had  leisure. 

In  the  morning  Con  had  come  to  me,  and  knowing 
that  we  expected  visitors,  said :  "  I  beg  your  honour's 
pardon,  but  the  boys  would  take  it  very  handsome 
and  kindly  if  you  would  give  them  a  bottle  of 
'shtout,'  your  honour,"  and  so,  being  situated 
four  and  a  half  miles  from  the  nearest  "pub."  we 
thought  there  was  not  much  danger  or  much  harm 
just  for  once  in  giving  each  man  one  bottle  of 
stout,  wherefore  we  made  provision  accordingly. 

We  had  brought  with  us  a  lot  of  small  presents, 
thinking  we  might  get  up  a  special  entertainment 
for  the  children  of  Inchigeela,  but,  alas !  for  the 
children  of  Inchigeela,  the  boys  and  girls  and  yoimg 
men  and  maidens  of  Giu-thnacarriga  scooped  the 
lot.  Our  visitors  had  come  and  we  must  enter- 
tain them.  Now  then,  young  boys,  who  will 
race  for  this  box  of  pencils  and  this — 1st  and  2nd 
prize.  The  course  was  mapped  out,  the  race  was 
run,  and  the  prize  awarded.  Now  a  man's  race — 
1st  and  2nd  prize.  Lots  of  entries ;  this  race 
started  by  the  firing  of  a  gun.  Away  they  went, 
such  a  race,  such  a  course ;  no  six  score  flat  race 
was  this,  but  over  walls  and  bogs  and  ditches, 
helter-skelter,  leaping,  fljrLng,  the  women  and  girls 
yelling  and  screaming  and  waving  their  many- 
coloured  shawls  at  the  men  as  they  race — a  great 
race.  Then  a  young  ladies'  race.  My!  couldn't 
they  run.  Next  there  was  an  egg  and  spoon  race, 
the  like  of  which  they  had  never  seen  before,  and 
last  a  three-legged  race.  Then  Con — who  in  spite 
of  his  forty-six  years  won  the  men's  race  in  great 
style — made  all  the  men  sit  down,  and  each  man 
that  would,  or  a  married  woman,  had  a  bottle  of 
"shtout,"  while  a  bag  of  chocolate  creams  gave 
much  joy  to  the  young  ladies.  After  which  came 
the  chef  d'oeuvre  of  the  evening — a  dance.  Jack 
presided  at  the  accordion  or  tooted  on  the  piccolo, 
while  the  boys  and  girls  tripped  the  light  fantastic 
right  merrily. 

But  now  the  shades  of  night  were  falling  fast 
our  visitors  took  their  leave,  and  thus  ended 
another  enjoyable  day  in  the  mountains. 

On  the  way  to  Lake  Shehy,  to  which  we  went 
the  next  day,  the  scenery  is  wild  and  grand,  range 
after  range  of  mountains,  the  Pawdeen  river  wind- 
ing in  and  out  to  the  Inchigeela  Lakes,  the  peaceful 
homesteads  of  the  people,  the  landscape  ever  peace- 
ful, ever  pleasant,  the  pure  bracing  mountain  air, 
and — "  Hello !  here's  a  divil  of  a  place  to  get 
across."  We  had  missed  the  ordinary  path  by 
perhaps  one  similar  looking  hillock,  and  now  we 
were  surrounded  by  bog.    Jack  was  up  to  bis  kneea 


at  every  step ;  he  might  just  as  easily  a  step  further 
to  right  or  left  have  been  up  to  his  waist.  We  get 
across  somehow. 

The  wind  blew  very  strong  all  day,  but  towards 
the  evening  it  abated  very  considerably,  and  then 
we  had  some  capital  sport  with  the  dry  fly.  Jack 
is  a  past  master  in  the  art,  and  throwing  his  fly 
with  the  gentleness  of  a  summer  zephyr,  soon  began 
to  fill  his  creel  with  nice  brown  trout,  running 
about  three  to  the  pound.  What  a  strange  fascina- 
tion there  is  in  watching  a  dry  fly,  and  what  a  lot 
of  real  pleasure  men  miss  who  have  never  tasted 
the  joys  dear  to  an  angler  !  See  yonder  is  a  rise, 
and  in  a  twinkling  the  dry  fly  is  cast  in  the  ring 
that  has  not  yet  died  away,  and  before  the  brown 
beauty  knows  what  has  happened,  he  is  deftly 
steered  into  the  landing-net  and  thence  to  the 
creel,  where  there  are  already  so  many  of  his  com- 
panions. "  No  pleasure  in  angling,"  some  one  says. 
Why  I  wouldn't  exchange  the  feeling  I  have  when 
I  see  a  capture  or  make  a  capture  for  any  other 
worldly  pleasure  that  I  know  of — in  my  estimation 
there  is  nothing  to  compare  with  it. 

Men  give  up  shooting  and  cycUng  and  bowls  and 
driving,  but  it  is  very  seldom  indeed  that  a  man 
relinquishes  the  pleasures  of  the  stream  or  lake; 
and  how  far  he  is  willing  to  go  for  his  favourite 
sport  or  what  inconvenience  he  will  suffer  in  its 
pursuit  is  known  only  to  the  enthusiast. 

That  day  on  Lake  Shehy,  amidst  the  wonderful 
beauty  of  the  wonderful  Irish  mountains,  breathing 
the  pure  air  of  Heaven  undefiled  by  the  smoke  and 
abominations  of  cities,  made  me  feel  ten  years 
younger,  and  I  felt  like  thanking  Heaven  on  my 
bended  knees  for  the  little  time  I  was  able  to  steal 
away  from  the  haunts  of  men  and  the  worries  and 
perplexities  of  business. 

All  through  the  sunny  hours  we  had  grand  sport. 
Alas !  how  swiftly  do  they  fly.  Almost  as  swiftly 
as  that  wild  duck  Jack  has  just  brought  down.  And 
the  days,  too,  fly  by  almost  as  quickly. 

The  fame  of  our  doings  and  the  wonders  of  our 
camp  had  been  told  far  and  wide,  and  many  were  the 
visitors  we  had.  Very  shyly  they  would  approach 
the  tent,  and  so  to  overcome  their  native  modesty 
we  would  invite  them  to  go  right  in  and  make 
themselves  at  home.  Most  of  them  would  exclaim : 
"  Glory  be  to  God,  but  shure  ye're  very  comfort- 
able, gintlemen."  Many  were  the  strange  stories 
they  told  when  sitting  round  our  camp  fire  of  the 
banshees  and  the  good  people,  the  existence  of 
which  they  are  steadfast  believers  in. 

The  weather  on  Thursday  morning  looked  very 
threatening,  and  in  order  to  avoid  the  possibilitj' 
of  catching  the  streams  which  might  form  in  case 
of  heavy  rain,  we  decided  to  move  our  tent  to 
higher  and  drier  ground,  and  this  we  did  in  a  very 
short  time.  Presently  the  weather  broke,  and  con- 
tinued to  b©eo  bad  that  no  fishing  was  done  on  that 
day,  and  we  retired  to  rest  at  an  early  hour. 

Friday  morning  opened  up  bright  and  sunny, 
and  Jack  having  arranged  to  go  again  to  Lake 
Shehy,  taking  Con's  little  son  Daniel  with  him. 
Con  and  I  elected  to  try  our  luck  on  the  beautiful 
Pawdeen  river.  Soon,  however,  it  blew  a  regular 
gale,  and  no  fishing  was  possible  on  the  lake,  but 
I  had  a  good  basket  of  trout  on  the  Pawdeen,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  I  was  compelled  to  fish 
downstream  owing  to  the  force  of  the  wind.  The 
rain,  too,  came  down  in  torrents,  and  we  were  soon 
wet  through. 

The  Pawdeen  is  a  splendid  mountain  stream,  and 
even  if  there  is  no  sport  to  be  obtained  the  scenery 
all  round  is  well  worth  a  visit.  What  a  study  for 
an  artist  the  stream  presents  as  it  courses  round 
and  over  huge  boulders  of  stone,  magnificent  in 
colour  and  shape,  and  what  a  feeling  of  deep  rever- 
ence crept  over  us  as  we  gazed  on  the  wonderful 
handiwork  of  Nature ! 

We  had  had  a  weary  day,  and  tired  and  hungry 
we  wended  our  way  home,  and  thankful  that  we 
had  had  the  foresight  to  change  our  camping  ground 
in  good  time.  On  our  arrival  we  were  overjoyed 
to  find  that  good  friend  Jack  had  had  a  fowl 
and  potatoes  boiled  for  us  by  Mrs.  Keily,  so  that 
to-night,  at  all  events,  there  was  no  need  to  stand 
shivering  over  a  frying-pan  cooking  ham  and  eggs, 
for  presently  we  were  to  sit  down  to  the  first  square 
meal  we  had  had  since  we  reached  Gurthnacarriga 
— a  feast  fit  for  the  gods. 

Looking  forward  to  a  good  day  on  the  Pawdeen 
on  the  morrow  we  retired  early,  hoping  to  have  a 
good  long  sleep,  but  the  elements  ordained  other- 
wise. Just  after  getting  into  bed  the  wind  grew  in 
violence  until  it  blew  a  regular  hurricane,  ajid  the 
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rain  being  hurried  by  the  force  of  the  wind  soon 
began  to  drop  into  the  tent  and  on  to  onr  beds. 
Time"  after  time  we  got  out  and  swept  the  tent 
from  the  inside  with  a  clothes-brnsh.  but  in  spite 
of  our  efforts  the  rain  still  continued  to  find  ita 
way  in.  My  bed  was  on  the  sheltered  side  of  the 
tent,  .Tack's"  was  on  the  other,  and  he  got  all  the 
fun  :  first  a  spot  of  rain  in  the  eye — out  he  jumps, 
and- with  the  clothes-brush  takes  a  long  sweep 
from  where  that  spot  appeared  to  the  floor  below 

 tries  to  make  himself  comfortable  once  more 

when  spat  on  his  head  or  on  his  feet  or  somewhere 
the  rain  came  throush.  Presently,  after  covering 
ourselves  with  oilskins  and  waterproof  mats,  wo 
dropped  ofF  into  a  half-slumber,  only  to  be  awakened 
shortly  afterwards  by  the  annoying  bark  of  one  of 
Con's  terriers. 

.Tack  got  up,  and  putting  his  head  outside, 
shouted  a  "Lie  down,  sir !  "  that  was  calculated  to 
frighten  any  self-respecting  dog  into  utter  silence. 
I  had  warned  Jack  what  would  happen  if  he  in- 
truded with  that  dog  on  the  silence  of  the  night; 
and  it  did.  Over  the  mountain,  down  the  vallev. 
on  the  hillside,  every  dog  in  all  the  country  swelled 
the  chorus,  so  that  the  place  was  like  a  Bedlam. 
The  flapping  of  the  canvas  in  the  high  wind,  the 
shaking  of  the  tent-pole,  the  creaking  of  the  cords, 
the  vibration  of  the  groimd,  made  us  feel  quite  sure 
that  the  whole  bag"  of  tricks  would  be  half-way 
down  to  the  lake  before  morning.  I  untied  the 
lamp  from  off  the  tent-pole  in  order  that  T  woiild 
not  be  cut  by  that  when  the  tent  started  on  its  wild 
flight.  There  was  no  such  thing  as  sleep.  We  dis 
cussed  banshees  and  "cussed"  the  weather  and 
things  generally,  andafter  one  especially  violent  blast. 
Jack  told  the  elements  to  go  on.  and  "  let  her  rip  " 
(meaning  the  tent),  and  T  sat  up  in  bed  and  sang, 
"  Hail,  smiling  moA."  We  were  up  early  on  Satur- 
day morning,  and  despite  the  fact  that  we  had  had 
no"  sleep,  went  off  to  the  Pawdeen  soon  after  break- 
fast, and  whipped  the  stream  with  much  success. 

On  our  way  back  to  the  tent,  as  the  weather  con- 
tinued bad,  we  decided  to  quit  without  delay,  and 
having  ascertained  that  accommodation  could  be 
found  for  us  at  Lake  Hotel,  Inchigeela,  we  deter- 
mined to  migrate  on  the  following  day.  Accord- 
ingly on  Sunday  morning  we  pulled  down  the  tent 
and"  packed  up  onr  several  belongings  ready  for 
transference  to  Inchigeela. 

Eariv  in  the  afternoon  visitors  began  to  arnve. 
until  they  numbered  sixty  all  told,  and  universal 
regret  was  expressed  that  the  weather  compelled 
us  to  quit  the  district,  where  we  had  hoped  to  stay 
for  at  least  a  fortnight. 

After  giving  the  lads  and  lasses  some  music,  and 
teaching  them  the  games  of  cricket  and  tip-cat,  into 
which  they  entered  with  much  zest,  we  were 
obliged  to  say  good-bye,  and  with  a  lump  in  our 
throats  and  tears  in  our  eyes  we  took  our  leave  of 
the  good  Irish  people  who  had  treated  us  with 
such  respect,  and  who  had  so  willingly  helped  us 
when  assistance  was  needed.  All  Con's  children 
burst  into  tears  as  we  were  going,  and  the  only 
consolation  we  could  offer  them  was  that  we  would 
soon  come  again.  Personally,  I  regret  with  all  my 
heart  that  the  weather  made  such  a  dead  setagamst 
us,  for  a  better  holiday  I  never  had  in  my  whole 
life,  and  if  the  rain  had  not  come  with  such  violent 
winds  it  would  have  been  an  ideal  outing. 

Our  impression  of  the  Irish  people  was  that  they 
are  intelligent,  affectionate,  and  strictly  honest; 
for  although  we  left  our  tent  day  after  day  with  no 
one  to  look  after  it,  and  although  it  contained 
property  of  considerable  intrinsic  value,  not  a  single 
article  was  lost  or  interfered  with  in  any  way. 

Good  old  Con  Keily  did  his  best  for  us  m  every 
way,  and  his  ready  wit  and  fluent  tongue  created 
many  a  laugh,  and  tended  to  raise  our  spirits  m 
time  of  gloom  and  weariness. 

One  morning  Jack  was  cutting  the  ham  for 
breakfast,  and  as  Con  was  standing  in  the  doorway 
and  obstructing  the  light.  Jack  asked  him  to  step 
aside  for  a  moment,  and  quick  as  a  flash  Con 
turned  round  to  his  son  Michael,  who  was  standmg 
some  distance  from  the  tent,  and  said,  "  Shtand 
out  of  the  light,  Michael."  In  cold  print  this  may 
not  seem  funny,  but  the  actual  transaction  tickled 
us  immensely,  and  even  Con  himself  was  obliged  to 
laugh  when  we  pointed  out  to  him  the  absurdity  of 
his  requisition.  .  j 

To  anglers  we  would  say,  if  you  want  a  good 
holiday  go  to  Gurthnacarriga.  Inchigeela,  and  if 
you  communicate  with  Con  Keily  at  that  address 
you  may  be  sure  of  having  every  aaaistance,  and  if 


ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  KIVEESIDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K.  J.  Fmlay. 


The  Last  Wobm. 


Proprietor  : 
Old  Hand  : 


A  Hint  to  Trespassers. 
'  Pray,  sir,  have  you  permission  to  fish  here  ? 
'Bless  me!  why  it  is  not  preserved,  is  it?" 


you  camp  on  his  ground  Mrs.  Keily  will  see  that 
you  are  well  provided  with  eggs  and  milk  and 
beautifully  baked  bread. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  local  people  for  many 
a  pleasant  hour,  and  especially  to  the  Rev.  Father 
Hurley  for  his  extreme  kindness  in  placing  his  boat 
at  our  disposal ;  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the 
acquaintanceship  we  made  this  August  will  last  for 
many  a  long  year,  for  we  certainly  mean  to  try 
again  the  joys  of  Inchigeela,  Pawdeen,  and  Lake 
Shehy.  Beown  Owi- 

CHAR  FISHING  AT  LLANBERIS. 

Lake  Padabn,  at  the  foot  of  Snowdon,  still  con- 
tinues to  be  the  only  lake  where  char  is  fished  for 
in  North  Wales,  though  on  all  the  licences  issued  by 
the  fishery  boards  of  North  Wales  permission  is 
given  to  fish  for  both  trout  and  char. 

As  was  natural  after  the  poor  sport  at  the  end  of 
last  year's  season,  these  mysterious  fish  were  on  the 
move  early  this  year  in  great  numbers.  They  could 
be  seen  on  the  few  fine,  quiet  days  we  had  about 
Easter  moving  about  in  shoals,  as  is  their  custom, 
just  ruffling  the  surface.  A  few  of  them  rose  to  the 
fly  about  the  beginning  of  May.  Most  decent  bags 
of  trQttt  at  that  time  contained  a  char,  but  they 


were  not  very  distinct  specimens,  as  they  were  all 
silvery  ones  and  resembled  small  silver  trout.  But 
still  they  could  be  easily  recognised  as  they  had 
none  of  the  trout's  spots,  either  on  body  or  dorsal 
fin.  One  angler  told  me  he  caught  as  many  aa  four 
one  afternoon  on  the  lake  above  Padarn.  called  Peris. 
He  had  caught  them  fly  fishing  from  the  shore. 

Char  fishing  proper,  however,  began  early  in  July, 
for  in  this  lake,  at  least,  char  fishing  with  the  fly 
yields  very  poor  results,  as  I  shall  show  below. 
Boats  began  to  congregate,  as  usual,  in  the  same 
spot,  about  the  middle  of  the  lake  in  front  of  the 
railway  station.  The  depth  of  the  lake  at  that  part 
is  about  twenty-seven  yards,  and,  as  usual,  they 
were  taken  with  maggots  at  a  depth  of  from  sixteen 
to  twenty  yards.  The  best  time,  then,  still  proved 
to  be  about  sunrise  and  sunset,  preferably  very 
early  in  the  morning.  A  few  were  taken  in  the 
daytime  on  some  occasions  when  they  kept  on  biting 
until  about  nine  in  the  morning.  Catches  of  about 
thirty  or  forty  fish  for  each  individual  were  very 
common,  and  as  very  often  there  would  be  two  or 
three  in  the  same  boat,  it  was  not  unusual  for  one 
boat  to  come  to  shore  with  eighty  fish.  They  were 
very  fine  specimens,  the  majority  of  them  possessing 
the  bright,  handsome  colours  for  which  this  fish  is 
noted.  They  were,  on  the  whole,  more  golden  in 
colour  than  they  used  to  be  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
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and  ttie  really  good  sport  began  much  earlier  than 
usual.    The  settled  fine  weather  we  had  during  the 
first  part  of  the  summer  may  have  something  to  do 
with  their  early  appearance.    I  remember  it  was 
the  same  the  last  fine  summer  we  had  ;  but  still, 
everyone  who  has  fished  for  these  fish  is  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  are  the  least  affected  by 
climatic  conditions  of  all  fish.    The  best  individual 
catch  for  one  morning,  up  to  the  end  of  July,  was 
fifty,  weighing  12j^lb.    During  the  month  of  August 
the  fishing  got  very  slack.    There  was  no  really  big 
bag,  but  there  were  some  catches  of  a  dozen  and 
more,  taken  between  the  hours  of  4  and  C  a.m. 
During  the  daytime  there  was  nothing  at  all  doing, 
no  matter  how  diligently  they  were  searched  for  and 
fished.  Searr'hing  for  char,  according  to  the  methods 
we  fish  for  them  in  Lake  Padarn,  is  a  very  dis- 
heartening work.    The  lake  is  two  miles  in  length 
and  very  deep,  so  that  pulling  up  the  anchor 
(which  must  be  heavy)  very  often  is  tiring  work. 
Besides,  reeling  in  and  letting  out  the  lines  again 
take  a  lot  of  time,  especially  when  it  is  to  no 
purpose.    It  may  have  been  a  fine  outing  and 
splendid  exercise,  but  it  was  not  fishing.    One  is 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  thing  is  to 
watch  who  is  getting    anything,  and  shift  at 
once  as  near  him  as  one  can  without  impeding 
him,  and  that  is  what  we  generally  do.  The 
result  is  that  the  old  spot  invariably  turns  out  to 
be  the  best  place.    But  I  must  say  that  an  occa- 
sional fish  has  been  taken  a  considerable  distance 
away ;  though  I  am  sure  that  not  more  than  fifty 
have  been  taken  outside  the  usual  spot — I  mean  the 
upper  portion  of  the  lake.    Towards  the  end  of 
the  month  everybody  gave  them  up  in  disgust, 
and  as  the  August  fioods  came  about  the  middle  of 
the  month — later  than  usual  this  year — everybody 
turned  their  attention  to  fly  fishing  on  lake  and 
stream.    Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  water  of  the 
lake  was  ruffled  by  wind  and  rain,  they  were  not 
seen  on  the  surface  this  year  when  the  ants  took 
wing  as  they  usually  are. 

By  the  middle  of  August  I  knew  over  half  a 
dozen  men  who  had  caught  between  300  and  400 
char  during  this  season,  so  that — to  take  a  very 
moderate  estimate,  as  there  is  usually  a  muster  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  boats  generally  containing  two 
men — considerably  over  4000  fish  were  taken  out 
of  the  lake  in  the  first  part  of  the  char  season 
On  the  first  of  September  a  catch  of  fourteen  was 
reported.  They  were  taken  much  nearer  the  mouth 
of  the  river  that  flows  into  the  upper  end  of  Lake 
Padarn  from  Lake  Peris.  The  boats  every  year 
work  up  gradually  towards  this  spot  at  the  end  of 
the  season,  but  every  other  year  it  has  been  much 
later  than  this.  Sport  begins  again,  and  very  fair 
bags — that  is  to  say,  catches  of  from  ten  to  twenty 
— were  taken  by  many  of  the  anglers  in  a  few 
hours.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  devote  my  last 
week's  stay  there  entirely  to  char  fishing.  The 
following  are  the  results  : — 

Tuesday,  Sejd.  5. — I  took  the  boat  out  about 
11  a.m. — unfortunately,  a  couple  of  hours  too  late 
■ — in  a  drizzle  against  a  fairly  strong  south  wind, 
and  found  one  boat  anchored  close  to  the  river 
mouth  where  the  lake  deepens  very  suddenly.  It 
proved  to  be  the  boat  of  Mr.  Harry  Parry,  one  of 
the  most  successful  anglers  at  Llanberis.  He  had 
come  out  about  nine  on  the  strength  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  very  good  sport  last  year  on  the  same 
date.  He  had  had  a  fine  bagful — when  I  joined 
him  he  had  caught  about  forty  fish.  I  hurriedly 
got  everything  ready — the  boit  anchored  safely, 
the  lines  prepared,  and  the  hooks  baited  with 
maggots,  but  I  only  came  in  for  the  fag  end,  for 
the  fish  stopped  biting  at  noon.  By  that  time  he 
had  got  fifty-two,  I  had  nine,  and  two  or  three 
others  had  about  five  or  six  ;  altogether  about 
eighty  fish  were  caught  that  day,  but  none  were 
taken  after  2  p.m.  Mr.  Parry  showed  me  his  bag 
when  starting  to  shore.  They  were  all  splendid 
specimens,  and  seemed  a  lovely  sight  with  a  golden 
vermilion  sheen  on  the  belly  and  fins,  which  were 
also  rimmed  with  white.  The  most;  surprising 
thing  about  the  fishing  on  this  day  and  all  sub- 
sequent days  is  the  entire  change  in  the  habits  and 
movements  of  these  strange  fish.  The  bait  is  the 
same  as  usual  but  the  lines  were  short — not  more 
than  four  yards  ;  the  fish  were  at  times  actually  on 
the  surface.  On  account  of  this  one  had  more 
sport,  as  the  fish  was  able  to  show  more  fight  than 
when  hooked  at  the  abysmal  depth  of  twenty  yards, 
for  by  the  time  he  was  hauled  up  he  would  be  almost 
dead.  No  one,  hoivever,  u^es  a  landing-net  even 
when  they  ■  are  taken  |on  theae  short  lines,  as  it 


would  be  too  much  in  the  way,  for  char  fishing  at 
its  best  is  lightning  work.  The  tackle  used  is 
strong,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  bait  is  well  swallowed, 
so  that  the  hook  is  down  in  the  gills.  The  best 
way  to  get  the  fish  in  is  to  stand  up  in  the  boat 
and  lift  the  fish  steadily  up  to  the  level  of  the 
knees,  draw  him  over  the  boat-side,  and  drop  him 
down  suddenly.  Even  before  unhooking  one  has 
to  look  at  the  other  rods,  and  if  a  fish  is  biting  to 
strike  him  before  he  is  lost,  for  they  must  have  a 
marvellous  power  of  blowing  the  hook  from  the 
mouth,  as  sometimes  the  maggots  have  been 
pushed  far  up  the  cast.  Even  if  he  does  not  get 
away,  he  will  ramble  and  tangle  all  the  lines  in 
the  anchor  rope,  and  then  good-bye  for  the 
busy  spell  when  the  shoal  is  about.  When  the 
fish  is  unhooked — -no  easy  business  without  mauling 
him  —  it  is  advisable  to  throw  the  line  down 
before  rebaiting,  as  in  that  way  one  might  drop 
into  the  shoal  again  and  get  another.  One  gets 
plenty  of  quiet  times  to  rebait  between  the 
spasmodic  rushes  of  sport  that  one  usually  gets. 

J.  W.  P. 

{To  be  continued.) 


A  TEN-MILE  FIGHT  WITH 
A  TUNA. 


How  Mb.  G.  F.  Holder  Established  the 
Catalina  Tdna  Club. 

Mr.  Ohas.  F.  Holder,  the  champion  big  game 
sea  fish  angler,  gives  an  exciting  account  in  Forest 
and  Stream  of  his  great  fight  with  a  tuna  of  1831b, 
There  is  no  doubt  the  tuna  is  the  same  fish  as  the 
tunny,  and  that  tuna  fishing  might  be  practised  ofiE 
the  coasts  of  Spain,  France,  and  Italy,  also  off  the 
Newfoundland  coast.  R.  B.  M. 

Those  placid  waters  were  the  theatre  of  strenuous 
sport.  Here  I  took  the  first  large  tuna,  an  183 
pounder,  at  the  time  the  largest  taken  with  a  rod 
and  21-thread  line.  My  boatman  was  Jim  Gardner, 
an  Englishman,  who  developed  very  clever  qualities 
as  gaffer  and  angler.  This  fish  towed  us  ten  miles, 
and  in  the  fourth  hour  towed  us  straightaway  four 
miles  ;  during  this  latter  period  I  was  nearly  beaten 
I  had  fought  the  fish  with  all  the  strength  at  my 
command  for  three  hours,  and  the  continued  drag 
on  my  left  hand  and  arm  began  to  produce  violent 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  gradual  weakness. 
When  the  fish  was  not  fighting  or  attempting  to 
plunge,  it  was  towing  the  boat  by  200ft.  of  delicate 
21-thread  line,  and  after  three  hours  and  three 
quarters  I  realised  that  I  was  in  extremis,  while 
the  tuna  appeared  to  be  as  strong  as  ever.  I  re- 
member I  endeavoured  to  distract  my  attention 
from  the  fish,  and  as  it  towed  me  steadily  to  fix  in 
my  mind  upon  some  foreign  object,  as  I  appreciated 
that  the  heart  fag  was  to  some  extent  the  result  of 
mental  excitement  consequent  upon  the  struggle 
and  the  peculiar  and  unique  tactics  of  this  particular 
fish,  it  having  repeatedly  charged  the  boat  on  the 
surface,  then,  turning  and  rushing  away  when  10ft. 
distant,  a  magnificent  performance,  a  spectacle  to 
arouse  enthusiasm ;  but  when  repeated  time  and 
again  I  found  that  it  wore  on  my  nerves.  I  knew 
1  had  big  game,  and  the  fear  that  one  of  those  rushes 
would  end  the  play  was  disquieting.  I  thought  of 
the  temple  of  Chinigchinich,  looked  at  the  graceful 
outlines  of  the  mountains;  I  even  counted  slowly 
in  a  vain  effort  to  reduce  the  beating  of  my  heart, 
but  it  was  all  useless;  that  strange  pull,  that  strange 
vibration,  coming  up  the  line,  the  unknown  fish 
towing  us  with  unabating  strength,  forced  itself 
deep  into  my  mind  and  imagination,  and  twenty 
minutes  before  the  end  I  expressed  the  opinion 
to  Jim,  quietly  but  positively,  that  the  tuna  had 
me,  in  what  is  known  in  sporting  parlance  as  "  on 
the  run." 

I  had  been  fighting  this  fish  steadily  for  nearly 
four  hours,  and  collapse  was  staring  me  in  the  face. 
1  felt  that  I  had  reached  the  limit  of  endurance 
My  arms  were  numb,  and  my  heart  was  giving  all 
the  symptoms  of  failure,  and  I  remember,  despite 
my  agony  of  mind  and  body,  that  it  occurred  to 
me  that  it  was  an  interesting  physiological  study, 
this  effort  to  beat  down  the  extreme  exhaustion  of 
the  body.  Whether  it  was  the  invocations  of  my 
gaffer  behind  my  shoulder,  or  the  encouragement 
of  some  friends  who  were  following  in  a  launch,  or 
the  desperate  shame  of  failure  before  the  lookers-on 
I  do  not  know ;  but  in  some  incomprehensible  way 
I  pulled  myself  together  and  again  bent  to  the  reel, 
and  the  splendid  fish,  ever  circling  the  boat,  oame 


slowly  in.  It  seemed  an  eternity.  Then  we  saw 
the  full  and  complete  outline  of  the  fish  for  the  first 
time,  and  appreciated  the  cause  of  the  struggle ; 
then,  tell  it  not  in  Gath,  the  reel  stopped.  It  was 
one  of  the  best  reels  in  the  world — an  Edwin  Vom 
Hofe — but  so  great  had  been  the  strain  that  the 
line  had  sunk  into  the  coil  and  clogged — human  , 
power  could  not  move  it.  Imagine  the  situation  ; 
its  horrors !  Walton  might  have  sighed  and  quoted 
Cidpavi  pcena  2)rcmit  comes,  believing  that  he 
deserved  it  for  attempting  to  kill  so  game  a  fish. 
But  my  boatman  was  not  of  this  timber,  far  from 
it.  He  swore  in  vigorous  English  ;  he  conjured  all 
the  gods  in  many  tongues ;  he  ro«e  to  the  occasion, 
while  I  breathless,  winded — but  this  is  not  a  con- 
fessional, only  the  log  of  a  lucky  sea  angler  who 
proposes  "  Credo  quia  inipossihile  est  "  as  the  motto 
of  sea  anglers,  for  it  was  the  impossible  that 
happed.  My  last  rally  had  demoralised  the  tuna, 
which  swam  slowly  around,  giving  me  time  to  hold 
the  rod  and  overrun  the  reel  several  yards  and  reel 
it  in  again,  and  again  the  tuna  began  to  come  in. 
It  reached  the  quarter,  and  as  it  was  slightly 
tipped  upward,  I  saw  again  the  full  outline  of  its 
splendid  proportions  against  the  blue  water ;  then 
my  boatman  gaffed  it. 

Exactly  what  happened,  no  one  knows,  but  the 
big  gaff  pole  splintered  in  his  hands  at  the  tremen- 
dous bounds  of  the  fish,  and  the  tuna  took  50ft.  of 
line  before  I  could  stop  it.  Keyed  up  to  the 
highest  degree  of  excitement,  I  reeled  vigorously, 
and  in  a  few  moments  again  had  the  tuna  near  the 
quarter,  and  held  it  while  Gardner  gave  it  the 
congu.  The  gaff  slipped  beneath  it;  a  jerk,  a 
struggle  which  enveloped  gaffer  and  angler  in  foam 
and  spray  and  flying  scud,  and  the  big  head  was  held 
a  moment  hard  against  the  rail,  I  standing  with 
shortened  line  ready  for  the  rust  that  might  come, 
the  gaffer  grim,  bUnded  with  spray,  his  arms 
jerked  beyond  endurance.  But  the  game  was  ours, 
the  splendid  creature  in  silver  and  yellow  hung 
quivering  as  we  stepped  on  the  rail,  bringing  it 
down  to  the  water's  edge,  and  Gardner  slid  the 
tuna  in,  where  it  beat  the  boards  with  such 
ponderous  blows  that  I  fancied  that  it  might  stave 
the  craft,  while  we  doffed  our  hats  and  gave  a 
rousing  cheer  over  the  victory.  At  this  time  it 
was  not  supposed  possible  to  take  so  active  a  fish 
with  rod  and  reel  and  a  21-thread  Cuttyhunk  line ; 
consequently,  the  catch  of  18.31b.  was  a  notable 
one,  and  it  was  this  fish  and  the  unsportsmanlike 
conditions  of  fishing  at  the  island  which  caused  me 
to  suggest  the  Tuna  Club.  The  splendid  fish  of  the 
region,  yellowtail,  white  sea  bass  and  others,  were 
being  slaughtered  by  the  ton.  I  bad  seen  boats  go 
out  with  five  or  six  hand-lines  rigged  out  astern, 
and  return  with  forty  or  more  fish  none  less  than 
15lb.,  running  up  to  25lb.,  each  with  the  game 
qualities  of  a  salmon.  It  was  a  shameful  sight,  as 
most  of  these  fish  were  fed  to  the  sea  lions  and 
sharks.  How  to  stop  it  was  the  question,  and  I 
conceived  the  idea  of  an  appeal  to  the  innate  sense 
of  fair  play  that  is  found  among  fishermen.  I 
suggested  the  Tuna  Club,  "for  the  protection  of 
the  game  fish  of  Southern  California,"  and  a  con- 
stitution and  bye-laws  that  would  permit  only  the 
use  of  lines  up  to  24-thread  and  light  rods,  and 
conditions  that  every  angler  must  land  his  own 
fish.  Some  of  the  best-known  anglers  in  the 
country  joined  the  club,  and  I  was  honoured  with 
the  presidency.  The  result  was  remarkable.  The 
example  of  these  gentlemen  was  so  potent  that 
hand-lines  were  abolished,  and  I  doubt  if  one  can 
be  found  in  use  at  Santa  Oatalina  to-day.  The 
boatmen  will  not  permit  their  use,  as  it  disqualifies 
their  patrons  from  the  prizes  of  the  Tuna  Club 
tournaments  and  records.  With  a  rope-like  hand- 
line,  a  25lb.  yellowtail  can  be  landed  in  a  minute 
or  two  ;  but  with  a  rod  and  thread-like  line,  from  9 
to  21,  it  is  a  matter  of  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
and  50  per  cent,  of  the  game  escapes.  Thus  over- 
fishing is  practically  impossible,  and  much  more 
sport  is  obtained.  The  result  is  that  to-day  the 
waste  of  these  fine  game  fish  is  practically  stopped. 

(To  he  continued.) 


Amuaement'a  first  annual  volume  makes  a  hand- 
some drawing-room  book  in  its  choice  binding  and 
choicer  contents.  This  book  shows  a  rarity  of 
contributions  that  is  a  revelation  as  the  hundreds 
of  pages  are  passed  over,  and  the  reSection  is 
remarkable  that  nearly  all  the  contents  come  from 
one  pen  —  assuredly  a  very  busy  one.  Ofice, 
7,  Whitefriars-street,  E.G. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beport»  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Genekai,  Remarks. — The  river  is 
still  low  and  st  ignant,  and  very  little  spo.t  is  being 
had.  The  northerly  winds  have  put  the  roach  off 
the  feed,  and  very  few  have  tried  for  jack.  Mr. 
Willing,  howsver,  at  TedJingtoii  Weir,  has  caught 
one  ot  71b.  9oz.,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Gate,  in  private 
water  near  the  Thames,  has  had  another  of  101b. 
Barbel  fishing  is  di  awing  to  a  close,  and  very  few 
of  these  fish  have  been  had  during  the  past  week. 
A  heavy  push  of  water  is  very  badly  wanted. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  is  stiD  low  and 
clear,  with  scarcely  any  stream,  and  very  little 
sport  has  been  had  during  the  week.  The  recent 
frosts  have  brought  down  the  leaves,  the  weed^  are 
fast  decaying,  and  only  a  "push"  of  water  is 
needed  to  clear  them  away.  The  rough  wind 
accounted  for  the  poor  sport  among  a  large  number 
of  "  bankers  "  who  fished  a  match  here  on  Oct.  15. 
Local  anglers  have  taken  some  jack  up  to  61b. 
Young  Harold  Mead  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Littlewood, 
members  of  the  Henley  Angling  Society,  have 
weighed  in  roach  up  to  12oz.,  the  latter  taking  a 
perch  of  1  lb.  4^oz.  A  trout  just  over  21b.  has  been 
picked  out  of  the  river  dead,  the  fi-ih  having  been 
badly  mauled  by  a  jack.  Messrs.  F.  M.  Crisp  and 
A.  E.  Hobbs  captured  a  nice  show  of  perch  up  to 
lib.  12oz.  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Windsor. 
The  last-named  angler  has  also  been  awarded 
highest  honours  for  the  best  collection  of  fish  ex- 
hibited at  the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition,  the  Reading 
P.O.  coming  second, — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddingrton  Weir).— Water  bright, 
but  roach  have  been  feeding  fairly  well.  One  day 
with  Mr.  Colon,  IS^lb.  of  roach;  one  day,  Mr. 
Andre  and  friend,  about  71b. ;  one  day,  Mr.  Swain- 
son,  six  dozen  dace,  four  perch,  and  one  jack;  Mr. 
Harry  Willing  has  taken  a  jack  of  71b.  9oz. ;  Mr. 
Duckworth,  one  of  41b. ;  Mr.  Nesbit,  one  of  51b.  ; 
Mr.  Willing  returned  his  fish  in  the  Weir  Pool. 
Tides  are  now  all  right  for  a  full  day's  fishine. — 
W.  McBride.  ^ 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  river  is  rather 
bright  with  a  nice  stream  running,  the  weather 
during  the  day  being  grand.  Mr.  H.  Harper,  out 
with  Mr.  Sheppard,  on  Oct.  1(3,  had  Kijlb.  roanh 
and  dace,  one  rod  ;  Mr.  C.  Brown,  same  day,  with 
Mr.  B.  Battle,  101b.  Mr.  George  Coxen  and  myself 
have  done  fairly  well.  Now  is  the  time  for  bread 
crust  and  worms  fo;'  roach  and  bream,  and  Scotch 
ba:ley  simmered  to  full  size  for  dace  ;  also  red  worm 
and  red  flannel  for  raking.  The  top  weights  for 
Mr.  George  Baker's  prize  rods  are  :  Jack.  Mr.  George 
Lee,  sen.,  41b.  (thisfi-h  is  being  set  up);  Mr.  F.  Budd, 
one  of  31b. ;  roach,  Mr.  Martin  and  friend,  131b., 
Mr.  Crane  and  two  friends,  Ki^lh.,  Mr.  Luff  and  two 
friends,  151b. — To.vi  Auger. 

Thames  (Weybridgfe), — The  roach  seem  to  be 
quite  off  the  feed  lately,  just  an  excepti  m  or  two. 
There  has  been  a  few  jack  taken,  one  of  41b.  by  Mr. 
T.  Matthews,  and  one  of  6Jlb.  by  Mr.  J.  Tillet.  I 
have  had  four  or  five  myself,  but  all  small. 
We  had  a  return  match  with  the  Huddle- 
stone  A.A.  on  Oct.  12.  There  were  ten  punts 
out,  and  only  four  fish  taken.  The  winners  of 
prizes  were  Mr.  Ligh"-,  barbel,  2|lb.;  Mir.  T.  Poulter, 
barbel,  l^lb. ;  and  our  worthy  host  one  roach,  7oz. 
We  afterwards  adjourned  to  our  club  quarters,  the 
Old  Crown,  and  sat  down  to  a  very  nice  spread 
suppliel  by  Mr.  F.  H+mmerton,  our  h')8t,  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  the  evening  in  presenting  the 
prizes  and  harmony. — Chas.  A.  Shaylor. 

Thames  (Wi aysbury). — Very  little  to  report, 
having  done  very  little  fishing.  The  river  is  still 
very  bright.  Have  had  a  few  chub  up  to  211b.,  and 
some  biggar  ones  could  be  got  with  pith  and  brains 
on  fine  tackle.  I  ran  a  big  jack  on  Monday  and 
am  p-jorer  by  a  Bedford  spiimer,  trace,  etc.  The 
frosts  have  stopped  the  roach  feeding  the  last  few 
d-iys — P.  Brow.v  (Fisherman). 

Avon  (Kingwood). — This  river  is  now  very  low 
and  clear,  imd  a  good  rain  is  badly  needed  to 
improve  the  fishing.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been 
very  quiet.  Several  gentlemen  have  been  trying 
their  luck  and  got  fair  sport  with  pike,  perch, 
and  roach.  Yesterday  (Wednesday)  one  gentle- 
man got  401b.  weight  of  pike  and  perch;  the 
large  t  pike,  8§lb.,  and  the  largest  perch  21b.  IJoz. 
Mr.  Darville  and  friend  also  got  tliree  pike,  the 
large  t  61b.,  al-'O  perch  and  grayling  up  to  21b. 
Mr.  T.  Weritworth  Fal  ;oner  al.so  got  thirty  roach 
up  to  IJIb.  on  Wedne.-day. — M.  W.  Hvyteb. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).  —This  stream  con- 
tinuea  to  bo  low,  and  there  are  still  a  lot  of  fish  in 
the  I  ools  evident  ly  watting  the  opportunity  to  go 
up  to  the  spawning  bsds.    A  change  in  the  weather 


CONTENTS. 

N.B, — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  jpuhUshed  in 
this  paj)er. 

Occasional  Notes    289 

Naval,  Shipping,  and  Fisheries'  Exhibition  ...  289 

"  Sua  Cuique  Voluptas  "    289 

Death  of  a  Well-Known  Professional  Angler ...  239 

Mr.  T.  Rees,  jun.,  Usk  (illus.)    2  )0 

Concerning  Lea  Roaching    290 

A  G  3od  Fly  for  Billet  off  Filey  Brig   2)1 

The  Close  of  the  Scotch  Angling  Season   231 

A  Fishing  Holiday  in  Ireland    292 

Angling  Scenes  by  Loch  and  Riverside  (illus.)  293 

Char  Fishing  at  Llanberis    293 

A  Ten-Mile  Fight  with  a  Tuna    294 

Henley  -  on  -  Thames  Fisheries'  Preservation 

Society    298 

Close  of  the  Salmon  Angling  Season  on  the  Tay  298 

Notes  from  the  North    303 


is  likely,  but  a  good  deal  of  rain  will  be  needed  to 
raise  the  river  to  its  normal  height.  The  fund 
which  was  started  early  in  t^ie  season  towards 
the  restocking  of  the  West  Darfc  with  fish  by 
Mr.  S.  P.  Adams  has  been  lonaiderablya  ug- 
mented  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Triniman,  of 
the  Two  Bridges  Hotel,  the  well  known  fishing 
headquarters,  he  having  collected  about  £20.  This 
is  exceedingly  satisfactory  as  restocking  of  the 
stream  is  needed.  It  is  reported  that  only  eighty- 
three  salmon  have  been  landed  this  season  by 
rod  fishermen,  against  256  caught  last  year, 
which  weighed  about  a  ton  and  a  quarter.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  1904 
season  was  the  best  known  for  twenty  years,  but 
even  compared  with  1903,  when  195  fish  weighing 
17201b.  were  taken,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  season 
has  been  by  no  means  satisfa-ctory  as  regards 
salmon.  The  very  low  state  of  the  water  has 
undoubtedly  accounted  for  the  smallness  of  the 
number  caught.  Mr.  S.  Jackson  has  taken  twenty- 
five  ;  Mr.  Leamont,  five ;  Mr.  Martin,  ten  ;  and  Mr. 
Counter,  nine.  The  season  with  the  nets,  too,  has 
been  poor,  but  the  official  figures  have  not  yet  been 
given,  whilst  there  has  been  a  great  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  trout  creeled. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).  —  The 
fresh  has  arrived,  but  there  are  few  salmon  ascend- 
ing, and  a  poor  season  is  fizzling  out  miserably. 
Only  half  a  dozen  fish  were  caught  last  week. — 
Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. — At  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Conservators  a  motion 
will  be  moved  to  shorten  the  close  season  for 
all  salmon  fishing,  except  with  rod  and  line, 
from  Sept.  14  to  April  14,  instead  of  April  30 
as  at  piesent,  and  to  terminate  the  weekly  close 
season  at  G  am.  on  Mondays,  instead  of  at  noon 
on  Mondays  as  before.  A  bye-law  will  also  be 
submitted  for  approval  in  order  to  give  the  board 
power  to  offer  a  reward  for  the  destruction  of  cor- 
morants. It  is  stated  that,  especially  in  the  lower 
reaches,  great  damage  is  done  by  them,  and  if  a 
reward  was  offered  no  doubt  they  would  soon  be 
reduced. — Devonian. 

£den  (Carlisle). — We  had  another  little  freshet 
of  about  two  feet  on  Oct.  15,  and,  though  very  in- 
adequate, a  good  number  of  salmon  must  have  left 
the  Solway.  It  ran  down  so  quickly  that  the  upper 
districts  would  not  benefit  very  much,  and  only  odd 
fish  are  showing  in  the  pools.  Butintt.el  >werwate  s, 
especially  below  Carlisle  there,  are  enough  to  keep 
the  angleis  busy.  On  Oct.  8,  Mr.  James  D  )dd 
killed  one,  121b.,  at  Irthing  Foot.  On  Oct.  9,  D  m 
Ellwood,  one,  201b.,  in  the  Sfainton  water.  On 
Oc^t.  13,  Captain  Sayars,  one,  21  lb.,  above  Grins- 
dale.  In  the  same  water,  Mr.  Graham  Conlthard 
had  one,  29lb.,  on  Oct.  14,  and  cn  the  same  day  Mr. 
M.  Scott,  three,  lllb.,201b.,23lb  ,in  the  Cargo  water. 
The  river  is  in  fine  order  in  many  parts,  th  )Ugh  the 
hard  frosts  at  night  are  bringing  a  lot  of  leaf  into  it. 
Plenty  of  heavy  fi,h  can  be  seen  in  the  Solway,  and 
we  only  want  five  or  six  feet  of  water  to  give  us  a 
good  finish  of  the  season. — Silver  GaEY. 

£8k  C Whitby). — Angling  conditions  have  im- 
proved considerably  in  prospect,  and  there  is  now  a 
po-sibility  of  the  season  providing  satisfactory  sp  irt 
to  the  anglers  who  have  hitherto  e.tperienced  meagre 
results.  On  Oct.  14,  there  was  a  nice  rise  of  water 
in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rains,  which  enabled  a 
fair  number  of  fish  to  pass  the  weir  at  Ruswarp. 
Catches  have  however  been  light  during  the  weeK, 
the  following  being  the  record  :  Mr.  Von  Beverhandt. 
one  salmon  of  6lb. ;  Mr.  Keighley  one  of  81b., 
Mr.  Ross  one  of  71b. ;  and  Mayor  Bu  kle  one  of  81b. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  water  is  somewhat  thick, 
but  the  pro-pects  are  likf  ly  to  be  good  during  the 
coming  week.   Sea  angliog  haa  provided  fair  bport  i 


from  the  piers  and  quay,  where  the  baskets  are  now 
decrea-ing.  Fishing  in  the  ofling  h  is  been  retarded 
by  the  prevalence  of  rough  weather. — J.  Jack.son. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Sport  in  the  river 
has  been  fairly  good  during  the  past  week,  some 
roach,  perch,  and  a  few  pike  being  caught  at  St. 
David's,  near  Bonhay  Weir,  and  near  C  )wley,  while 
in  the  Canal  s  >me  pike,  perch,  and  a  few  tench 
have  been  captured.  M-.  Shrubsolo's  report  on 
fishing  in  the  Exe  and  Canal  hxs  been  noticed  in 
the  various  newspapers  in  the  West  of  England, 
and  is  viewed  with  satisfaction  by  many  of  the 
ardent  Devon  anglers,  as  restri^.tions,  if  his  sug- 
gestions are  carrie  i  out  with  regar  1  to  the  large 
number  of  immature  fish  taken,  will  do  away  with 
a  most  foolish  p  actice  only  favourel  by  a  minority 
of  those  who  fish  either  waters.  Bass,  pollack,  and 
mullet  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth  from  the  pier 
and  dock,  a  very  large  number  of  the  latter  fish 
being  n  iw  seen  in  the  dock  and  off  the  pier.  Off 
the  old  jetty  some  good  catches  of  pollack  have 
been  made  with  real  and  imitation  ragworm,  more 
than  a  score  of  sizeable  fish  falling  to  several  rods 
just  befoie  and  after  full  tide — Rbd  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — With  eight  degrees  of 
frost  in  the  Lea  valley  on  Monday  night  (Oct.  16), 
and  the  river  gin  clear,  roach  anglers,  as  may  be 
imagined,  have  not  found  fish  well  on.  Nevertheless, 
here  and  there  takes  of  roach  up  to  91b.  have  been 
secured  between  Rye  House  and  St.  Margaret's. 
The  most  fish  are  had  as  dusk  approaches.  Pike 
and  perch  have  been  taken,  but  they  have  run 
small.  Near  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  a  trout  of  about 
31b.  has  been  landed  and  returned.  It  is  hoped  the 
"  white"  frost  will  be  followed  bysome  heavy  rains, 
as  the  weeds  are  ready  to  go  with  a  good  push  of 
water. — Izaak  Walton. 

hvigg  and  Arrow  (Xieominater\. — Both  streams 
are  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice 
level  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been  frosty  at 
night  followed  by  bright  sunny  days,  and  grayling 
have  been  sporting  well  at  the  fly.  A  fair  number 
of  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  very  nice  sized 
grayling  taken. — Gvvynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  here  is  in 
good  trim,  perch  a'-e  feeding  a  bit  more  freely  and 
taking  gudgeon.  Paternostering  is  now  all  right  and 
safe.  The  few  remaining  weeds  that  are  still  here 
are  no  trouble  at  all,  and  roach  are  making  for  the 
deeps  and  taking  lobs;  the  fiost  has  evidently 
sharpened  their  appetites,  and  some  good  pike 
have  been  seen  feeding  the  last  day  or  two. — A. 

SCARD. 

Ouse  (St  Ives,  Hunts). — River  still  clear,  but  a 
decided  improvement  since  last  week.  On  Oct.  12 
eighty  bream  fell  to  two  rods,  and  several  nice 
roach,  two  going  respectively  lib.  l:?oz.  and 
1  lb.  9Joz.  Dr.  Hamilton  killed  a  splendid  salmon- 
trout  (spinning),  6|-lb.,  and  it  is  being  set  up  by 
J.  Cooper  and  Sons.  Prospects  giod.  We  have 
now  got  a  genial  landlird  at  the  White  H  <r3e 
Hjtel,  C.  Phillips,  a  fisherman,  and  one  who  will 
always  do  his  best  for  all  angiers  who  come  to  try 
the  St.  Ives  w.to'S.  The  hotel  is  now  replete 
with  every  requisite  for  the  anglers. — Edwabd 

COLLINSON. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester   Canal. — The 

weather  during  the  week  has  been  va'iible,  the 
majority  has  been  foggy,  dark,  svith  intervening 
bright  sunshine  and  sharp  frost.  Rivers  are  much  too 
bright  for  sport,  and  the  debris  of  autumn  leaves 
and  weeds  want  a  good  freshet  to  clear  them. 
There  is  but  little  to  record  in  the  wav  of  sport. 
From  the  Cuckmere  small  bags  of  bream  have  been 
secured  by  Messrs.  H.  Nicholson,  B.  Bowman,  and 
A.  Siielgrove.  Several  angle,  s  were  at  Barcombe 
Mills  on  the  Ouse  a  week  ?ince,  meeting  with  but 
little  success,  the  water  being  far  too  bright.  Pike 
anglers  were  in  evidence,  spinning  and  live  baiting, 
but  esox  Indus  was  proof  against  all  lures.  A  few 
codling,  whiting,  small  bass,  and  flatfish  have  been 
taken  at  Chi  -hester  Harbour.  Chichester  C  inal 
has  been  unprodu  tive.  A  few  small  bream  and  a 
perch  are  all  that  I  hear  of. — Gsorge  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssili. — Water  in  fair  order,  but  fish 
are  rather  shy.  The  water  rose  some  seven  inches 
early  in  t'le  we^k,  but  has  now  assumed  its  normal 
level.  Sin-e  0_t.  11  six  fish  hive  been  ta'<en, 
weighing  12^lb.,  UJlb.,  lo^lb.,  S^lb.,  81b.,  and  51b., 
mostly  with  the  fly.  Several  have  been  hooked 
and  lost. — Vic. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  water  in  this  part  is  in 
capital  order  for  grayling,  which  have  been 
isiag  well  at  the  fly  at  midday.  The  nights  have 
been  frosty,  and  the  large  grayling  have  been  on 
the  feed,  and  some  goo  1  sized  fish  landed.  Grass- 
hopper and  maggot  fishing  have  accounted  for  good 
sized  grayling.     Pike  have  been  feeding  well. — 

S.  LODLOW. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Nei?hbourin|r 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  is  now  in  g  'od  conditi  vn,  sport 

food.  Mr.  Dixoo,  fishin>!  the  Tyne  at  Eltriinghvm, 
tiled  two  good  fi^h,  IMh.  and  251b.  each  ;  Mr. 
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Cairns,  on  the  same  water,  one  IClb.  ;  on  the 
Corbridge  water,  Mr.  Batey,  two  fish,  141b.  and  81b. ; 
Mr.  Gibson,  one  14  Jib. ;  in  the  Hexhana  district,  Mr. 
Kent,  one  181b.,  Mr.  R.  Johnson,  one  of  121b. 
Sevei  al  good  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  Rud  and 
North  Tyne  water.  The  Coquet  is  in  good  order ; 
on  Oct.  14,  Mr.  Birgna,  fi-ihing  at  Felton,  killed  two 
good  fish  (Salmo  eroix)  on  silk  Phantom,  121b. 
and  18Jlb.  (I  may  say  I  saw  these  fish  weighed). 
On  Oct.  15  another  flood  water  came  down;  I  am 
pleased  to  say  there  was  a  big  run  of  gril-se  and 
salmon.  Bpst  flies:  Jock  Scott,  Wilkinson,  and 
Popham. — Henky  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  liver  is  exceedingly  low  still, 
an-d  the  frosty  weather  has  made  the  water  very 
clear.  Very  little  anglina  is  being  done,  and  oidy 
one  or  two  anglers  take  the  trouble  to  go  out,  the 
weather  being  cold.  On  the  lower  water  on  the 
11th,  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride  killed  a  salmon  weighing 
111b.  in  the  Whiblis;  and  on  the  upper  watei'  Mr. 
Forbes  Eraser  one  of  101b.  in  the  Rookery,  and  the 
Rev.  W.  O.  Hughe?,  two,  81b.  and  101b.,  both  in 
the  Bridge  streaai. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
has  been  very  changeable.  Sharp  frosts  and  heavy 
rain  at  times,  which  has  caused  the  above  rivers  to 
be  flushed  and  discoloured,  but  not  to  make 
them  unfiihable,  and  a  few  nice  creels  of  grayling 
have  been  obtained.  Those  gentlemen  who  have 
fished  the  Wye  have  been  rewarded  with  baskets 
ranging  from  two  to  five  and  six  brace  each.  The 
Derwetit  too  yielded  some  fairly  good  baskets  of 
grayling,  taken  from  the  upper  reaches  of  this  river, 
the  Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  fisheries,  also 
about  Rowsley  a  few  nice  grayling  have  been 
taken.  The  higher  portion  of  the  Darley  Dale 
Club's  water  aHbrded  its  members  moderate 
sport,  and  the  Matlock  and  Cro  rnford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's length  of  this  river  below  Cromford,  several 
of  the  members  having  taken  a  fesv  grayhng,  and 
those  who  reported  to  bottom  fishing  have  taken 
both  roach  and  perch.  The  Whatstandwell  waters 
have  afforded  mixed  baskets  to  those  who  have 
fished  it  caieiully.  Useful  flies:  Aople Green,  Needle 
Fly,  Grey  Palmer,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Tag, 
Autumn  Dun,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 
!»Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Niii,  Derwent,  Oose, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  report  we  have  had  a 
decided  change  in  the  weather,  it  has  been  bitterly 
cold  since  last  week,  and  in  sheltered  places  the 
thermometer  has  been  registering  thirty-five  degree", 
or  only  three  degrees  above  freezing  point.  In 
some  places  there  waa  quite  over  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  of  ice  on  some  of  the  open  waters.  The  frost 
during  the  night  has  killed  the  autumn  flowers  and 
the  foliage  of  the  trees  has  fallen  off.  consequently 
the  rivei-s  are  full  of  leaves.  Rain  fell  all  day  on 
Oct.  15,  and  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  were  running 
high  on  Monday.  Since  then  we  have  had  typical 
grayling  fishing  weather,  and  there  has  been  a 
great  improvement  in  sport  since  the  advent  of 
bright  weather  and  frosty  nights.  The  fish  rose 
freely,  and  I  caught  a  pannier  full  of  fine  fish  in  an 
hour's  fishing  on  Monday  afternoon  on  the  Yore, 
and  other  anglers  are  doing  quite  as  well  with  the 
fly.  Since  the  frost  came  the  fish  hwe  been  feeding 
on  the  fly.  I  killed  all  my  fish  with  the  Red  Tag, 
and  other  flies  that  have  been  doing  well  have  bean 
the  Dark  Needle  and  Orange  Partridge.  A  few 
salmon  have  been  running  up  the  Yore  and  have 
reached  Aysgarth,  which  is  as  far  as  they  can  get 
up.  Mr.  J.  Willis,  of  Carperby,  caught  one  of  61b. 
and  got  broken  up  with  a  larger  one.  Sport  in  the 
districts  of  Masham,  Tanfield  and  Ripon  has  been 
fairly  good,  several  anglers  have  been  out  and  have 
got  good  ba<iket3  of  grayling  On  Saturday  last, 
Mr.  Joseph  Pickersgill,  Masham,  caught  twenty-si^i 
grayling  with  the  maggot,  worm,  and  fly.  The 
Wharfe  was  running  i=n  nice  trim  on  Saturday  last. 
Several  anglers  have  had  good  sport  with  the  gray- 
ling at  Grassinston,  Bumsall,  Ilkley,  Harewood, 
and  Collingham  Bridge.  Messrs.  Leach,  Grassham, 
Thomas,  Mawhood  and  others  have  done  well  in  the 
lower  reaches.  At  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf  some 
very  nice  dace  and  roach  have  been  got.  Mr.  Cook 
has  had  several  good  takes  at  Tadcaster  during  the 
week,  incluling  several  roach  weighing  lib.  eash. 
The  river  NidJ  has  been  in  fair  trim,  and  during 
the  last  few  days  some  very  nice  catches  havo  been 
made.  Last  week-end  Mr.  Joseph  Fenwick  had  a 
nice  lot  of  roach  and  dace  weighing  about  51b.  Mr. 
Butterfield  had  a  nice  mixed  lot  weighing  81b.  7oz., 
including  a  chub  weighing  21b.  lloz.  Prospects  for 
all  round  angling  could  not  be  better  than  they  are 
now.  The  best  (lias  are  Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Miller's 
Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Snipe  and  Purple,  W'  odjock 
and  Oraugo,  and  Apple  Green  Dun. — J.  E.  Milleb, 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Couon. — Close  op  Avolino. — The 
angling  seaion  on  the  Beauly  closed  on  Oct.  14. 
During  the  last  week  soma  ten  salmon  and  grilse, 
were  bro'u'ght  to  Haskfe't— thr'ee  b'f  thb^'f*  b'eiug  landed, 


on  the  Home  and  Falls  beats,  three  on  the  Struy 
beat,  two  on  the  Eskadale  beat,  and  two  on  the 
Braulen  beat.  The  season  has  been  quite  up  to 
the  average,  notwithstanding  that  for  fully  a  month 
very  little  was  done.  On  two  of  the  beats — namely, 
Eskadale  and  Struy — the  catches  were  records  for 
those  waters,  but  on  all  the  other  beats  the  takes 
were  somewhat  behind  tho.-e  of  last  season,  which, 
however,  was  a  record  one.  In  the  tidal  waters 
twenty  salmon  and  grilse  were  landed,  as  well  as 
some  250  sea-trout,  which  is  only  about  a  fourth  of 
the  sea-trout  landed  last  season.  On  the  Home 
and  Falls  beats  500  salmon  and  grilse  were  landed, 
the  heaviest  fish  being  a  beauty  of  251b.  The 
average  weight  of  the  salmon  was  101b.  Soz.,  and 
the  grdse  5lb.  2oz.  One  hundred  and  twenty  four 
sea-irout  were  had  on  this  beat,  averaging  1  lb.  2oz. 
The  takes  here  are  also  behind  those  of  11)04.  On 
the  Eskadale  beat,  Lord  Fitzhardinge  and  party 
had  aplendid  angling,  the  basket  of  100  salmon  and 
grilse,  forty- four  sea-trout,  as  well  as  a  large  nu  nber 
(if  brown  trout,  being  a  record  for  the  beat.  At 
Erchless,  Mr.  Pulley  and  pai  ty  had  average  sport, 
but  details  not  yet  to  hand.  On  the  Struy  beat, 
the  Moss:-8.  Barry  had  150  salmon  and  grilse,  besides 
a  large  number  of  sea- trout  and  brown  trout.  The 
salmon  scaled  from  7lb.  to  li)lb..  and  the  grilse  from 
4lb.  to  7lb.  4oz.  At  Braulen,  Mr.  W.  G.  Henderson 
and  party  landed  seventy-two  salmon  and  grilse, 
and  several  nice  baskets  of  sea-t  out  and  brown 
trout.  The  heaviest  fish  scaled  101b.  The  Fasna- 
kyle  beat  was  only  fished  for  a  week  or  two,  and 
only  some  dozen  salmon  and  grilse  landed  of?  it. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  season  has  been  above 
the  average.  The  total  oat?h  of  salmon  and  grilse 
works  out  at  1000  fish,  scaling  84921b.,  or  nearly 
four  tons.  The  total  catch  of  sea-trout  was  about 
500,  scaling  4921b.  No  resord  of  the  brown  trout  was 
kept  by  anglers,  but  it  is  calculated  that  the  takes 
on  the  several  beats  w.  ighed  fully  a  hundredweight. 
CoNON. — Angling  closed  on  the  Cmon  river  on 
Oct.  14,  and  the  seasoa  without  exception  was  tlie 
worst  for  ten  years.  Oi)  the  Brahan  Castle  water 
the  returns  were  the  smallest  of  which  there  is  any 
record,  but  on  the  Fairburn,  Ssatwell,  and  Black- 
water  beats  the  sport  was  fair  during  September 
and  the  half  of  October.  Oa  the  Strath  Conon 
waters.  Captain  Combe  and  party  had  the  best 
sport  for  some  years.  The  take  of  salmon  and 
grilie  for  the  whole  season  on  the  several  beats  was 
only  108,  and  the  'averege  weight  71b.  The  catch 
of  sea-trout  was  only  about  fifty,  and  scarcely  401b. 
weight  of  brown  trout  was  creeled.  The  season  was 
very  poor. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Although  the  principal 
pools  in  the  Esk  are  well  stocked  with  silmon,  they 
are  not  rising  freely.  Fishing  in  the  Netherby 
water,  Mr.  Makant  had  a  salmon  weighing  151b.  ; 
Mr.  H.  Forster,  Longtown,  landed  a  sm*ll  one  of 
91b.  above  Longtown  Bi  idge ;  and  Mr.  Workman 
one  of  I41b.  on  the  English  side  of  the  Willow  Pool. 
A  local  angler  had  a  salmon  of  lOlb.  in  the  Cauldron 
Pool,  and  Mr.  J.  El-ton  one.  Fishing  ia  Canonbie 
water,  Mr.  D.  Little  grassed  a  salmon  of  201b.,  and 
Mr.  Adam  Keene  one  of  161b.  In  Byreburn  Foot 
water,  Mr.  J.  Ogilvie  caught  a  nice  salmon  of  151b. 
Sea-trout  have  not  been  rising  freely  for  seveial 
weeks.  Daring  a  week's  fishing.  Mr.  A.  Keene  has 
had  one  sea-trout  and  sixteen  herling  in  the  mid- 
rea;hes  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  W.  Irving,  Canonbie,  had 
one  sea-trout  and  ten  herling  at  a  fishing ;  while 
several  rods  from  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canoabie, 
have  had  good  baskets  of  herling  below  Canonbie 
Bridge.  The  October  catches  of  .herling  have  not 
been,  up  to  the  present,  as  good  as  that  of  last 
year,  as  the  c.dd  weather  has  been  anything  but 
conducive  to  good  sport.  Mr.  Wm.  Murray, 
Canonbie,  has  had  an  odd  sea-trout  now  and  then, 
and  some  fair  baskets  of  herling  ;  Mr.  A.  Johnstone 
has  had  fairly  good  catches  of  herling  in  Canonbie 
water;  Mr.  R.  Nelson  and  Mr.  R.  Steal,  Rowan- 
burn,  have  had  fair  sport  with  herling  and  burn 
trout.  Although  ihe  weather  remains  cold,  some 
fair  baskets  of  herling  have  been  got  with  a  blue 
and  silver  trout  fly.  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  Canonbie.  had 
ten  herling  at  a  fishing  and  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  T. 
Steel  had  a  dozen  herling  and  one  sea-trout.  Fish- 
ing in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water. 
Lady  Constance  Scott  caught  a  find  salmon  which 
scaled  201b.  A  few  baskets  of  herling  have 
been  got  in  the  Graham  Arms  reserved  water 
below  Longtown.  The  takes  of  yellow  trout  are  fall- 
ing off  gradually  in  the  tributaries  close  to  Langholm. 
In  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  the  fishing  is  now 
almost  confined  to  sei-trout  and  herling.  The 
threatened  spate,  if  it  c  tmes,  will  alter  the  c  )m- 
plexi  )n  of  affairs.  There  are  still  a  good  many 
arigling  visitcjrs  remaining  io  Langholm  and  Can  )n- 
bie.  Very  little  is  bemg  done  irj  the  Liddle,  whi^h 
commenced  the  season  full  of  promise.  Mr.  E. 
Elliot  and  Mr.  Walker  had  a  few  sea-trout  and 
some  herling  in  the  upper  reaahes,  while  Mr.  Dickie. 
3'umindut'h,  Mr,  Beattie,  Mr.  C-oVan,  an4  others 


have  had  scpall  catches  on  the  same  water. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  weather  has  been 
very  wintry  during  the  past  week.  It  has  been 
exceedingly  stormy  and  cold,  with  high  winds  from 
the  north-west,  bringing  in  a  heavy  sea  along  the 
coast.  The  temperature  at  the  end  of  List  week 
was  as  low  as  35  degrees,  or  only  three  degrees  above 
freezing  point.  A  large  quantity  of  hail  and  rain 
foil,  and  the  river  was  in  fair  spate.  Despite  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  of  late  some  gojd  fish 
have  been  killed.  On  the  Duff  House  water,  oa 
Ojt.  10.  Mr.  Williams  had  a  fish  of  81b.,  and  on 
Oct.  11,  one  of  2olb.  On  the  Inverichnie  section, 
on  Oct.  13,  Rev.  Hamilton  Young  had  two 
salmon  of  81b.  and  7lb.,  and  on  Oit.  14  one  of 
2jlb.  and  one  of  l8.Jlb.  On  the  Huntly  watsrs, 
on  Oct.  9,  Mr.  Jameson  had  two  fish  of  61b.  and 
81b. ;  Mr.  Rough,  one  of  20lb. ;  Mr.  Clark,  one  of 
271b.  0.1  Ojt.  10,  Mr.  Jameson  had  twj  of  6lb. 
and  101b.  ;  Mr.  McKenzie,  oqe  of  01b.  On  Oct.  11, 
Mr.  Jameson  had  two  of  Olb.  and  71b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Davidson  also  two  of  (ilb.  and  71b. — H.  W. 

booninver  (Culag  Hocel).  —  On  Oct.  9,  Mr. 
Brageins,  one  salmon,  151b.  On  Oct.  10,  Mr. 
Spurling,  one  salmon,  22lb.  On  Oit.  11,  Mr. 
Spurliog,  one  sea-trout,  1  lb. ;  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie, 
one  sea-trout,  1  lb.  On  Oct.  12,  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie, 
two  sea-trout,  21b.  On  Oct.  13,  "MacNab,"  one 
salmon,  141b.  The  season  is  now  closed. — J. 
Mackenzie. 

South  of  Scotland. —  There  is  no  change  in 
the  condition  of  the  rivers  this  week.  Autumn 
salmon  fishing  continues  most  disappointing,  and 
with  m  )st  of  the  rivers  expiring  thoir  seas  )n  at 
the  end  of  the  month  the  back-end  may  safely  be 
said  to  be  a  huge  failure  this  year.  The  Ann.\.\. 
— Fishing  in  the  Mount  Annan  private  water 
last  week-end,  the  keeper,  James  Ri  ey,  had  a 
grilse  of  4lb.  out  of  the  Salmon  pool.  On  Oct.  17, 
Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's  keeper  (Andrew  Bellj  killed 
two  salmon  of  7lb.  and  91b.  out  of  the  Back-of-the- 
Wood  pool  with  the  fly.  In  the  lower  watsr  on 
Monday  evening  Mr.  Wm.  Wiight  had  a  nice 
fi=h  of  171b.  out  of  the  Spittal  pool.  It  was  caught 
with  a  small  shrimp.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Law  had  one 
sea-trout  and  three  herling  on  Monday,  and  several 
herling  at  other  outings.  In  '  the  Hoddom  Castle 
private  water  there  has  not  been  a  si.igle  salmm 
caught  this  autumn.  From  Sir  Robt.  Jardine' s  por- 
tion of  Ca^tlemilk,  a  simil  r  state  of  matters  exists. 
In  the  Murraythwaite  portion  there  has  bee.i  no 
sport,  and  like  reports  come  from  the  Halleath's 
private  section.  Dormont  water  has  not  yielded 
anything  largar  than  sea-trout.  The  Dumfries 
Nith  is  uncommonly  low  at  present,  and  angling 
is  coat>equently  most  disappointing.  Few  salmon 
are  taking  the  waters  this  week.  In  the  mid 
Nithsdale  Association  portion  one  or  two  have 
fallen  to  the  rod.  There  are  few  showing  near 
Thornhill,  and  the  waters  at  Sanquhar  are  far 
too  low  for  angling.  The  rod  fishing  on  the  Nith 
continues  until  tne  night  of  Nov.  14.  Thk 
GiiLOWAY  Rlvers. — The  rivers  in  the  Stewartry 
of  Kirkcudb.ightshire  are  out  of  order  for  the 
salm  )n  fly.  Spinning  lures  has  bean  tried  here 
and  there,  but  apparently  without  much  success. 
On  a  number  of  the  waters  not  a  salmon  has  been 
taken  by  rod  and  line  this  autumn.  TdE  .'\ykshibe 
Rivers. — There  is  no  sport  reported  from  the 
Ayrshire  rivers  this  week.  The  rivers  close  their 
rod  fishing  very  shortly. — Hea.thebbell. 

Spey  ( Aberlour). — The  weatherduring  the  closing 
week  of  the  season  was  rough  and  stormy,  and  lew 
fish  were  seen.  On  tha  Aberlour  House  water  two 
salmon  were  killed,  one  of  221b.  on  Oct.  9,  by  Capt. 
Findlay,  and  another  of  IB^lb.  on  Oct.  12,  by 
Mackenzie,  fisherman.  The  season  on  the  whole 
has  been  a  good  one  for  this  water,  the  number  of 
salmon  and  grilse  killed  being  ninety-sevea  (weight, 
8235lb.),  in  addition  to  a  fair  number  of  sea-trout 
and  fianojk.  This  record  has  not  been  equalled 
here  for  over  a  dozen  years. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — This  day  week  sees  the 
rlose  of  the  rod  and  hne  salmon  fishing  in  the  Spey 
district.  The  early  spruig  fishing  proved  very  good 
on  some  of  the  reaches,  but  as  a  seasoa  salmon 
angling  has  been  a  mixed  one,  although  the  Focha- 
bers and  Tulchan  waters  were  especially  good.  The 
drought  of  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July 
materially  decreased  the  fishing  interests  owing  to 
the  smallness  of  the  water.  Grilse  did  not  run  so 
well  at  this  time  as  they  would  hive  done  had  the 
river  kept  in  volume.  The  autumn  fishing  has  not 
been  very  successful  inconsequence  of  the  unsteady 
and  chaogeable  character  of  the  weather  duri:ig  the 
la-t  few  wdelis. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivera. — 
Up  t  >  the  end  of  last  week  salmon  angling  on  Tweed 
and  Teviot  was  very  unproduotivs,  owing  to  the 
fine  weather  and  low  waters,  though  there  appeared 
to  be  a  good  few  fish  in  most  of  lihe  pools.  How- 
ever, on  Satur'dacy  last  a  chang'e  get  ia  aod  heavy 


October  21,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


297 


showers  caused  a  rise  in  both  rivers  to  the 
extent  of  about  two  feet.  This  was  not  sufficient 
for  cleansing  purposes,  but  appears  to  have  induced 
a  goodly  number  of  salmon  to  ascend  to  the  angling 
waters.  On  Floors  Lower  water,  on  Oct.  17,  the 
Duke  of  Roxburgh  caught  two  salmon,  weighing 
2ilb.  and  171b.  On  Rutherford  Lodge  water, 
Colonel  A.  G.  Lucas  caught  one  salmon  of  181b. 
on  Oct.  14;  on  Oct.  16,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas,  one  of 
171b.;  on  Oct.  17,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas,  one  of  261b.; 
and  Colonel  A.  G.  Lucas  two  salmon,  241b.  and 
191b.,  and  one  grille  of  7ilb.  On  the  Hendersyde 
fishings.  Colonel  Irwin  caught  one  salmon  of  171b. 
on  Sept.  IS;  Mr.  T.  Pringle  a  salmon  of  17 Jib.  on 
Sept.  25 ;  Mr.  P.  Larios  one  of  le^lb.  on  Sept.  26, 
and  one  of  101b.  on  Oct.  2;  Mr.  T.  Pringle  two 
grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.  on  Oct.  3;  Mr.  P.  Larios  had 
lour,  ISJlb.,  17Jlb.,  131b.,  and  111b.  on  Oct.  6,  and 
one  of  l(j|lb.  on  Oct.  7.  On  0;t.  12  Mr.  T.  B.  Elliot 
had  one  of  lolb.  and  Mr.  T.  Piingla  one  grilse  of 
51b.;  and  on  the  13th,  Mr.  Pringle,  two  of  1.51b.  and 
111b.;  on  the  14th.  with  one  rod,  seven  fish  were 
taken,  Mr.  T.  B.  Elliot,  three,  25lb.,  20§lb.,  and 
lejlb.,  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  four,  241b.,  l4Jb.,  81b., 
and  81b.;  Colonel  Paton.  on  the  17th,  caught 
three,  171b.,  81b.,  and  61b.  Nobha.m.— On  the 
3rd,  Mr.  Bruce  had  one  salmon  of  15lb.  ; 
TwizELL. — On  Oct.  6,  Colonel  Sykes  caught  a  grilse 
of  91b. ;  Mr.  B.  Pierson  one  of  91b.,  and  Mr  Kinnear, 
one  salmon  of  201b.  On  Oct.  7  Mr.  B.  Pierson,  one 
of  101b.,  and  Mr.  Pierson,  senior,  one  of  231b 
C0E.VH11.L.— On  Oct.  6,  Mr.  Herring  landed  a  salmon 
of  171b.  and  a  grilse  of  41b.;  on  Oct.  9  he  had  two 
of  23|lb.  and  171b.  Birgham.— On  Oct.  6,  Lord 
Dutiglass  caught  two  salmon,  191b.  and  161b..  and 
a  grilse  of  71b.  Dr.  Henderson  one  salmon  and  a 
gnlse  of  :lb.;  and  on  Oct.  7,  Lord  Dunglass  two  of 
:201b.  and  81  b.  A  good  few  fish  have  been  taken 
at  Sprouston. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfaorfc  and  Distri«st  — The  rivers  are  so  low 
and  the  weather  so  chilly  that  practically  nothing 
was  done  on  the  local  waters  since  last  notes. 
Poaching  is  in  full  swing  on  the  small  streams,  and 
great  numbers  of  "red"  trout  are  yet  taken  in 
Lough  Neagh,  although  the  netting  season  has  long 
closed.  At  Woodburn  the  fishing  is  practicaLy 
over,  and  on  the  Antrim  Road  Ba-in  only  an  occa- 
sional brace  of  brown  trout  is  being  taken  on  the 
fly — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone).— The  Blackwater  is 
too  low  for  successful  fi-hing,  and  the  bright 
weather  and  frosty  nights  further  militate  against 
sport.  About  Benburb  and  further  down  the  river 
salmon  are  fairly  plentiful,  and  some  have  been 
taken  on  the  fly  and  minnow,  and  the  fishermen's 
nets  about  Maghery  have  accounted  for  a  goodly 
proportion.  The  close  6ea=on  for  netting  in  these 
waters  is  only  a  farce. — J.  A.  B. 

Killarney. — Sport  continued  good  at  brown 
trout,  the  takes  ranging  from  a  dozen  to  three 
dozen  to  each  rod  daily.  Salmon  have  not  afforded 
the  expected  sport,  but  the  weather  has  not  been 
quite  the  thing  for  salmon  fishing  here  latelv  — 
T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  00.  Kerry). — 

The  season  closed  on  Oct.  15,  and  sport  was  good 
on  all  the  above  waters  during  the  concluding 
W6Gk,— T.  J  D. 

Moy,  Longbi  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balllna.  00. 
Mayo). — The  angling  for  trout  on  the  loughs  clo=ed 
on  Oct.  l.j.  Mr.  Mallan,  eleven  trout,  14lb.  ;  Mr. 
Seroope,  fifteen  trout,  14^1b.  ;  Mr.  Pelly,  seventeen 
trout,  Ifilb.,  also  six  jack,  largest,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Smart, 
seven  jack,  largest  221b. ;  Mr.  Scott,  thirteen  jack, 
largest.  2r>lb.  On  the  Palmerstown  river  good  sport 
with  grilse  and  sea-trout.  Wildfowling  in  the 
estuary  very  go  jd. — Pat  Heaknes. 

Shannon  and  Longrh  DerK  (Killaloe)  — Some  of 
our  English  and  Scotch  angling  visitors  have  fared 
very  well  this  week.  Mr.  F.  C.  Henry  has  killed,  on 
his  own  preserves,  one  of  the  largest  fish  of  the 
season,  a  42-pounder  ;  he  also  got  a  24-pounder ; 
and  on  same  water,  Mr.  R.  C.  Claybon  had  two 
grilse,  81b.  and  71b.  Mr.  W.  McC.  Gordon,  Oct.  11, 
on  Mr.  Cotham's  water,  one  salmon,  201b.,  and  five 
grilse,  91b.,  7ilb.,  7lb.,  71b.,  and  6lb.  ;  Oct.  12,  one 
aalmon,  91b.,  three  grilse,  71b..  5lb..  and  41b. ; 
Oct.  14,  two  grilFe,  9lb.  and  71b.  ;  Oct.  16,  two 
gril-:e,  91b.  and  7|lb. ;  Oct  17,  one  salmon,  24lb. 
One  or  two  of  the  local  fishermen  also  killed  a  few 
fine  fish.  The  season  will  clo.se  on  Oct.  31.— S.  J. 
Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelliffa.  —  Sport  continues  good  among 
polla^jk,  cod,  bream,  whiting,  gurnard  and  scad. — 
T.  J,  D. 

Ballycotton. — The  weather  has  been  favourable, 
and  good  sport  has  generally  been  had  at  and  around 
thia  station.  Prospects  are  good  for  Ibe  next  few 
days  at  least. — T.  J.  D. 


Bnmliani-on-Cronoli. — The  rod  and  line  anglers 
during  the  past  week-end  and  the  beginning  of  this 
week  have  had  but  poor  sport.  The  tides  have 
been  very  strong  and  the  water  very  thick,  and  at 
times  the  wind  has  been  blowing  a  gale.  The 
trawlers  have  been  getting  seme  very  good  fish. 
Ike  Belton's  best  cod  scaled  171b.,  thus  showing 
that  larger  fish  are  now  coming  into  the  river.  On 
Wednesday,  Captain  W.  Spooner  caught  twenty 
five  fish,  and  Teddy  Bourne  forty-five  whiting  and 
dabs  in  the  Ness  Hole.  Should  the  weather  keep 
the  same  as  now  this  week-end  and  the  beginning 
of  next  week  the  rod  and  line  anglers  ought  to 
have  some  good  fish  and  plenty  of  spoit.  The 
visiting  anglers  who  intend  to  fish  on  Oct  22  should 
come  over;  ight  so  that  they  can  have  the  best  of 
the  ebb  tide.  I  wish  again  to  point  out  to  our 
visitors  that  the  last  of  the  ebb  tide  is  the  best 
time  to  fi-h  this  river. — J.  Wright. 

Deal. — Thursday  and  Fiiday,  Oct.  12  and  13, 
owing  to  the  water  being  so  very  thick,  nothing  of 
any  very  great  importance  was  landed  in  the  way 
of  fish.  On  Oct.  14,  strong  N.N.W.  breez.e  and 
swell  first  part  of  day,  mo.ierating  later  with  fine 
blue  sky  and  sunshine,  sport  not  improved.  On 
Oct.  15,  wind  westerly,  fresh  with  low  barometer 
readings,  sport  very  spotty.  On  Oct.  16,  fresh  nor- 
thprly  breeze  with  ,swell,  and'water  thick  as  mud, 
and  only  two  boats  out,  sport  poor.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mabey  have  been  out  nearly  every  day  for  the  past 
week  and  when  not  out  fishing  have  enjoyed 
themselves  with  rough  sailing,  and  Mrs.  Mabey 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  water  sprinkling,  and  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  accompanying  them  on  each 
occasion.  On  the  1 7th,  wind  westerly,  gentle  breeze, 
blue  sky,  sport  very  poor.  On  the  I8th,  westerly, 
fine,  with  bright  sunshine,  sport  improved  a  little  ; 
shonld  the  fine  weather  last  for  two  or  three  days 
to  allow  the  water  to  get  in  good  condition,  I 
anticipate  decent  sport.  Tides  suit  for  all  day 
fishing  this  week-end  and  part  of  next. — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Fier). — A  slight  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  pier  angling  since  my  last  report, 
decent  catches  of  fish  being  more  general,  and  a  few 
large  cod  having  also  vouchsafed  us  their  patronage 
and  presence.  Mr.  Purkiss  made  a  fairly  heavy 
pier  bag,  including  one  conger  of  7Jlb.  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  12,  and  other  anglers  ran  him  pretty  closely. 
Mr.  Ling  and  Mr.  Hammond  landed  some  very 
handsome  pollack  from  the  thick  water  on  Oct.  13, 
and  Mr.  F.  Wolff  and  Mr.  Keene  each  had  a  good 
bag  of  codlings  in  the  evening.  Oct.  14  witnessed 
more  than  usual  success  to  several  members  pre- 
sent, though  the  water  remained  extremely  dis- 
coloured all  day.  Mr.  Woodhead  had  a  shapely 
cod  of  111b.  early  in  the  day.  Mr.  Miskin's  mixed 
bag  included  several  nice  codling  and  a  "  tom 
cod " — a  little  chap  as  nearly  as  thick  as  it  was 
long.  Mr.  Aitchison  took  some  of  the  largest 
whiting  of  the  season,  and  a  few  soles  came  to  hand 
after  sunset.  A  strong  north-west  wind  prevailed 
on  Oct.  15,  and  though  the  pier  was  well  patronised 
chiefly  by  local  anglers,  the  day's  returns  were  very 
unsatisfactory.  Additionals  on  Monday,  Oct.  16, 
comprised  Mr.  H.  Bushnell,  Capt.  Dickson,  Mr.  G. 
Band,  Mr.  W.  Tress,  Mrs.  Graham  Smith,  Mrs. 
Hicks,  Mr.  F.  Wol.Ff,  Mr.  J.  Aitchison,  Mr.  H. 
Tarling,  Mr.  E.  Gilbertssn,  Mr.  J.  Corrall,  Mr. 
J.  T.  Watkins,  Mr.  M.  Tucker,  Mr.  T.  Harvey, 
Mr.  C.  Webber,  Mr.  McCann,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hugman,  Mr.  W.  Simmons  and  several  others. 
Mr.  Tarling  secured  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  day — a 
plump  cod  of  lOJlb. — but  Mr.  Aitchison  ran  him 
very  closely  with  one  of  9^1b.,  also  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  The  numerous  pier  anglers  have  not 
been  rewarded  with  any  large  fish  during  the  past 
two  days,  though  both  ladies  and  gentlemen  have 
made  some  meritorious  bags  of  codling,  whiting, 
and  conger.  Later. — Mr.  Hugman  has  just  caught 
a  13|lb.  cod,  Mr.  Miskin  one  of  91b.,  and  several 
others  good  mixed  bags. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.  A.S.  ). 

Hastings. — Plenty  of  sport.  Mr.  Hayden,  one 
rod,  on  Oct.  17,  35lb.,  and  Messrs.  Thompson  and 
Talbot,  721b.,  codling,  whiting,  eurnard,  and  flats, 
the  whiting  a  much  better  size  this  week.  Mr. 
Skene,  out  on  Oat.  18,  three  score,  all  over  ^Ib., 
some  of  the  whiting  going  1  lb.  and  over. — H.  D. 

Fensanoe. — Very  fine  weather.  Whiffing  for 
mackerel :  Catches,  six  score  down.  Whiffing  for 
pollack :  Fair  sport.  Rod  fishing  from  piers : 
Moderate  sport  with  pollack  and  chad.  Ground 
fishing,  on  Oct.  11,  Mr.  Tremewan  (B.S.A.S.)  had 
a  nice  little  haul  of  conger,  three  of  which  fell  to 
his  rod  weighing  27lb.,  201b.,  and  11  lb.  each.  Total 
catch:  Four  conger,  twelve  bream  and  "sploshers," 
two  gurnard,  twelve  wrasse,  nine  mackerel,  six 
dogfish.  Mr.  Jubb,  one  crawfish,  three  conger, 
nine  cuckoos,  twenty-five  bream  and  chad,  one 
pouting,  one  dogfish.  On  Oct.  17  some  boats  tried 
tor  whiting  with  moderate  success ;  catches,  forty 
down.— J.  H.  RowE  (B  S.A.S.).l 

Flymonth.— We  are  still  having  very  fine  weather, 


and  fi-jhermen  of  all  classes  are  making  good  ase  of 
their  time,  although  fish  are  not  quite  so  plentiful 
as  they  have  been.  The  explosions  and  blasting  in 
the  dock  kills  a  great  number  of  brit,  and  this  is 
the  cause  of  the  mackerel  staying  so  long  with  us, 
and  also  other  fish  finding  their  way  close  in  shore. 
Great  numbers  of  squid  or  cuttle-fish  have  also 
been  found  along  our  coast  and  in  Sutton  Pool- 
Bass  seem  very  plentiful  still,  and  gome  very  fine  ones 
have  been  taken  off  the  Rame  Head.  Fishermen 
on  the  Promenade  Pier  have  had  good  sport  with 
them,  and  they  are  also  feeding  in  Cattewater. — 
William  Hisakder  (B.S.A.S.).  , 

Sonthwold.  —  Excellent  sport  can  now  Vje 
obtained  here  fiora  the  Coast  Development  Com- 
pany Pier.  Whiting  of  large  size  in  splendid  con- 
dition, are  the  rule  not  the  exception.  Codling  up  to 
51b.,  and  many  under,  are  to  bo  had,  and  several  con- 
gers up  to  Gib.  and  under  have  been  landed.  Condi- 
tions next  week  are  favourable  for  intending  vistors. 
The  Coast  Development  Company  have  installed, 
for  the  convenience  of  their  patrons,  lockers  on  the 
pier,  where  fishing  rods  and  tackle  (for  as  nall  .sum) 
can  be  hired.  The  Southw  dd  Town  Sea  Anglers' 
competitions  were  held  on  0;;t.  14,  and  to-day 
(Wedne-day),  singularly  enough,  the  winner  of  last 
Wednesday  was  declared  fi^st  to-day,  Mes-rs. 
Burley,  Mitchell,  and  H.  Aldred  being  officially 
announced  first,  second,  and  third.  Herrings  are 
still  with  us,  and  sprats  to-day  made  their  first 
appearance  though  in  a  very  hmited  quantity.  All 
sea  baits  to  be  had  (without  trouble)  on  Southwold  • 
pier. — L.  B.  Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — Sorry  I  could  not  write  you 
last  week,  but  happened  with  a  bad  accident  when 
out  trawling  in  backwaters,  could  not  u=e  my  arm. 
First  Pier  Competition  took  place  on  Wedne-day 
last.  Eleven  entries.  A.  Coote,  first  prize;  C. 
Spinks,  second  prize.  Others  fishing  were  H. 
Whipp,  Loose,  J.  P.  Robinson,  B.  Alderton,  Blewitt. 
On  Friday,  Mr.  Dipple,  from  Leyton,  went  trawling 
with  Hammond,  they  caught  48  soles,  2S  plaice, 
and  dabs,  two  codling,  and  two  lots  of  whi.ing.  On 
Oct.  14,  Mr.  Speirs,  of  Hampsteid,  ani  Mr.  A. 
Marriage,  from  Chelmsford,  and  Mr.  C.  Harris,  of 
Walton,  with  Hammond,  trawling  in  backwaters, 
caught  forty  seven  pairs  of  soles,  and  twenty  cod- 
ling, whiting,  etc.  Hatcher,  wi'h  Mr.  C.  Wells, 
Colchester,  member  of  Walton  Club,  ciughb  nine 
and  a  half  sc)ie  of  whiting,  hooking  from  boat. 
Good  sport  off  pier.  Whiting  coming  in  well.  A. 
Alderton  shot  a  fine  stork  here  on  Oct.  12.— T.  R. 
Robinson  (B.S  A  S.). 

Weymouth. — There  is  still  abundance  of  sport 
here  in  the  bay,  but  mostly  for  boat  angling. 
Pollack  are  well  on  the  feed,  some  parties  getting 
from  50lb.  to  601b.  weight;  whilst  codUng  and 
silver  whiting  are  plentiful  under  the  north 
shore.  On  Oct.  12  la^t  a  splendid  turbot  weigh- 
ing 231b.  was  netted  from  the  sands  by  a  local 
fislierman  named  Caddy.  It  was  a  fine  fish,  and  in 
good  condition.  Dabs  and  eels  are  plentiful  in  the 
harbour,  whilst  from  the  breakwater  some  gODd 
bass  and  mullet  have  been  taken.  One  angler  Irom 
the  rocks  took  sixteen  mullet  averaging  31b.  in 
weight.  Some  small  bass  have  also  been  had  in 
the  harbour,  bub  only  up  to  21b.  A  large  shoal  of 
small  mullet  passed  up  through  the  liarbour  on 
Saturday  last,  but  none  were  caught. — Chas.  J. 
Russell  (W.  A.  A.). 

Weymouth  and  Dorset. — The  Weymouth  and 
Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society  sent  their  fleet  to  sea 
on  Wednesday  afternoon,  Oct.  11.  A  stiff  breeze 
was  blowing,  which  made  some  of  the  competitors 
doubtful  about  starting,  but  Mr.  S.  H.  Waliis  (the 
chairman)  assured  them  that  they  would  soon  be  in 
quiet  waters,  which  proved  the  case,  the  wind 
rapidly  falling,  and  a  most  enjoyable  afternoon  was 
spent.  The  catches  were  large,  and  the  whiting, 
which  were  the  principal  fiish  caught,  were  of 
unusual  size.  There  were  nine  boats,  and  the 
weighing  in,  which  took  place  at  eight  o'clock, 
resulted  in  Mr.  Wallis's  crew  (Boatman  Bennett) 
scaling  47Jlb. ;  Mr.  Cozens  (Boatman  Wills),  361b.  ; 
Boatman  Dare,  25Jlb. 


Jlssociaftons,  etc, 

Blenheim  Anollnq  Society. 
At  our  ordinary  meeting,  on  Oct.  11,  Mr.  E, 
Blagrave  presided.  The  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry, 
who  with  Mr.  Armitage  had  attended  the  recent 
prosecution  before  the  magistrates  at  Uxbridge  (as 
already  reported),  gave  an  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings to  the  meeting,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  duly 
accorded  them  for  attending  the  court.  A  similar 
compliment  was  also  paid  to  Mr.  Sage  for  the 
satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  had  carried  out 
the  procuring  of  three  new  notice  boards  to  be 
placed  on  the  society's  fishery  in  ;addition  to  those 
already  erected.  A  gentleman  was  nominated  for 
membership.   The  list  of  names  for  the  club  match 
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at  Marlow  next  month  received  peveral  additions. 
The  secretary  announced  that  Messrs.  Cracknell, 
Dunn,  and  Western  had  qualified  for  the  third 
round  of  the  club  cup  competition,  and  that  Mr. 
Beatley  had  taken  a  nice  little  pike  of  01b.  at 
Cookham,  and  Messrs.  Featherstone  and  Holmes 
roauh  at  Harefield.  This  last  week-end  the  remain- 
ing ties  in  the  eenond  round  for  the  club  cup  were 
deL-ided,  when  Messrs.  T.  Adams,  Bfirnes,  Wood- 
Barrett,  Yarham,  and  Dr.  Moore  qualified  for  the 
third  round.  Mr.  Cracknell  had  jack  and  roach, 
and  Mr.  Gobell  roach  (best,  lib.  IJ^z.);  Messrs. 
Barnes  and  Swain  dace,  and  Mr.  H.  Adams  roach 
from  the  Harefield  section  ;  Mr.  Yarham  roatih  and 
dace  from  the  Uxbridge  section,  and  Mr.  Beckett 
jack ;  but  nothing  of  any  particular  size  was  taken. 
^-E.  B. 

City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 
Mr.  Ernest  J.  Orpin  presided  on  Tuesday  last. 
Reports  of  fishing  were  made  as  follows : — Mr. 
Frank  James,  five  jack,  from  Broxbourne.  Results 
from  Wraysbury  were  very  light;  however,  Mr.  H. 
G.  Lee  had  taken  four  jack,  and  Mr.  James  and  Mr. 
Merritt  one  each,  Mr.  Hurren  one  chub,  whilst 
Messrs.  Canton  and  Orpin  reported  a  blank.  It 
was  stated  that  Mr.  Pennefather  and  another 
gentleman  had  had  a  fine  take  of  roach,  some 
27lb.,  details,  however,  in  the  absence  of  the 
gentlemen,  were  not  to  hand.  At  Deal,  Mr.  Dryden, 
together  with  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Wolff,  had  had 
a  very  fair  catch  of  codling  and  whiting.  Mention 
was  made  of  the  outing  to  Leigh  on  Tuesday  next 
(Oct.  21),  when,  in  addition  to  usual  fishing.  Dr. 
Ladell's  "  crab "  prize  will  be  competed  for.  In 
connection  with  this  outing  it  was  arranged  that 
there  should  be  an  informal  supper  at  Mason's 
Hall,  many  gentlemen  handing  in  their  names  as 
participating  ;  other  members  wishing  to  take  part 
in  either  outing  (t  supper  should  at  cnce  forwa'  d 
their  napnes  to  Mr.  T.  Gill  ert,  Inglesi  le,  Boston- 
avenue,  Southend,  who  ha-i  kindly  con  en  ted  to 
make  arrangement-!.  It  was  annouru  ed  that  a 
communication  hud  been  te  ei\ed  fr>m  the  Naval, 
Shipping,  and  Fisheiies"  Exhibi'  ion  stating  that  an 
award  of  diploma  for  gold  medal  had  been  made 
on  account  of  the  C.L.P.S.  exhibits  shown  at 
Earl's  Court,  this  result  giving  great  satisfaction 
to  the  meeting.  The  usual  C.L  P.S.  toast  and  a 
heaity  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded 
the  proceedings.  Tickets  for  the  supper  on  Oct.  31 
have  been  sent  to  all  members,  and  it  was  announced 
that  applications  for  extra  ticket  3  should  be  made 
as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  avoid  disappoint- 
ment, as  tickets  already  taken  are  very  numerous. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  ably  presided  over  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Several  applica- 
tions for  membership  were  received.  Amongst  the 
correspondence  was  a  letter  from  the  N-ival  Ex- 
hibition stating  that  a  diploma  for  a  gold  medal 
had  been  awarded  the  society  for  their  exhibit. 
Mr.  W.  P.  Salmond  reported  the  capture  Of  301b.  of 
good  roach.  Mr.  Emery  gave  particulars  of  his 
catch  of  thirty-nine  dace  referred  to  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  few  weeks  ago.  During  the  evening  the 
chaiiman  referred  to  the  sad  accident  which  hap- 
pened at  Gorleston,  in  which  Coastguardsman  Gill 
lost  his  life  in  endeavouring  to  save  that  of  a  boy 
who  had  fallen  into  the  sea.  Mr.  Chasteney,  who 
witnessed  the  deplorable  occurrence,  appealed  to 
the  meeting  for  assistance  for  the  widow,  and  over 
two  pounds  was  collected  in  the  room,  besides  a 
contribution  of  half  a  guinea  from  the  society.  The 
hon.  sec.  will  be  glad  to  add  the  names  of  any 
members  to  this  list,  which  will  remain  open  for  a 
week  or  two.  The  Deal  competition  will  take 
place  on  Nov.  4  and  6.  Next  Tuesday  the  Rev.  E. 
Meyer  reads  his  paper. — Hon.  Sec. 

Hiohbuey  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Ellis  Forbes  took  the  chair  at  a  well  attended 
meeting  on  Oct.  18.  The  draw  for  the  semi-final  of 
the  championship  took  place,  and  the  competitors 
decided  to  fish  at  Pangbourne.  An  interesting 
paper  on  sea  E-hing  at  Lowestoft  by  Mr.  Greenhill 
was  received  with  pleasure  by  the  members,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  passed  for  his  kindness  in  prepaiing 
the  same.  The  society  received  notice  that  a  gold 
medal  had  been  awarded  to  them  for  their  exhibit 
of  fifteen  cases  at  the  Naval,  Shipping,  and  Fisheiies' 
Exhibition.  Many  members  had  been  fishing,  but 
owing  to  stormy  weather  had  poor  results,  the  only 
exception  being  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  who  exhibited 
a  nice  catch  of  roach  and  chub  (best  fish,  a  chub  of 
4lb.  7Joz.).  A  special  meeting  will  be  held  next 
week,  and  it  is  hoped  all  members  will  attend  to 
dispose  of  important  business  on  hand.  The  ten 
o'cl  ,ck  toast  having  been  given  according  to  ancient 
custom,  the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks 
iQ  the  chair. — G.  Rayneb. 


Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  D.  J.  S.  M.  Kemp  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting  and  gave  a  most  satisfacto''y  account  of 
some  sea  fishing  he  had  had  at  Deal.  He  took 
numbers  of  cod,  the  weights  of  the  be-t  fish  being 
as  follows:  —  131b.,  121b.,  11  lb.,  101b.  (2).  and 
91b.  (3).  He  landed  a  dozen  conger  besides, 
and  many  whiting  and  pout.  Altogether  he 
had  grand  sport  on  the  fine  tackle  he  was  using. 
Mr.  For.ster  Hardy  had  fair  returns  when  sea  fishing 
at  New  haven.  He  did  not  find  the  bafs,  but  took 
conger,  dabs,  and  sea  bream.  At  Uxbridge  he 
landed  several  nice  pike  over  the  size  usually  brought 
to  bank  from  the  Colne.  Several  members  had  fished 
the  Itchen  for  grayling.  The  most  successful  of  these 
was  Mr.  Harold  W.  Ansell,  who  killed  six  and  a  half 
brace  of  nice  fish,  principally  on  the  Apple  Green. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  and  A.  C.  Poole,  too,  had  some 
lovely  examples  of  Thymallus,  but  Mr.  R.  C. 
Blundell  was  unfortunate  enough  to  select  a  day 
when  a  hurricane  blew  and  the  result  in  his  case  was 
poor.  At  Newbury.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  failed  to  renew 
his  acquaintance  with  the  roach,  and  nothing  was 
done  on  the  Lamboum  by  Mr.  Frank  Ward.  Mr. 
E.  P.  Daniell  has  kindly  presented  a  couple  of  arm- 
chairs to  the  Newbury  headquarters,  and  has  been 
warmly  thanked  for  his  consideration.  A  letter  was 
read  from  the  Naval  and  Fisheries'  Exhibition  inti- 
mating that  the  society  has  been  awarded  a  diploma 
of  honour  for  its  extensive  and  valuable  exliibit  at 
Earl's  Court. — Hon.  Seo. 


NATIONAL  SEA  FISHERIES'  PRO- 
TECTION ASSOCIATION. 


A  MEETING  of  the  general  committee  of  the 
National  Sea  Fisheiies'  Protection  A-isociation  will 
take  place  on  Oct.  31,  when  the  reaoluti  ns  pa  se  l 
at  the  Abe  deen  Coiiferen  e  will  be  considered  and 
a  tion  taken  on  those  which  are  urgent.  Tne  fir-t 
resolution  will  b^<  introduced  by  the  president  in 
relati  -n  to  the  positi  )n  of  British  sub.e  ts  under 
the  Moray  Firth  bye-law  in  c  insequence  of  the 
"  opinion  "  given  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
that  sub-section  iv.  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Regulation  (Sc aland)  Act  which  was 
substituted  in  1895  for  sub-section  2  of  section  7  of 
the  Herring  Fishery  (Scotland)  Act  1889  does  apply 
to  the  bye-law  made  in  1892  under  the  repealed 
section  of  the  Act  of  1889,  whilst  sub-section  3  of 
the  same  section  does  not  apply  because  the  bye- 
law  was  not  made  under  the  tenth  section  of  the 
Act  of  1895.  Thus  a  grave  scandal  has  arisen 
which  cannot  be  endured. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  Oct.  12. 


HENLEY-ON-THAMES  FISHERIES' 
PRESERVATION  ASSOCIATION. 


Some  little  time  ago  we  gave  in  our  "  Thames — 
General  Remarks"  a  short  notice  of  the  excellent 
report  of  the  year's  work  (June  14,  1904,  to  June 
14,  1905)  of  the  H.F.P.A.,  and  a  second  reading  of 
the  capital  little  brochure  has  reminded  us  that  we 
then — on  account  of  pressure  on  our  space — left 
unsaid  many  things  which  might  have  been  said  in 
adequate  recognition  of  the  services  to  Thames 
anglers  as  a  body  rendered  by  this  up-to-date  and 
well-managed  society.  We  propose,  therefore,  to 
give  a  few  more  extracts  from  the  report,  and  are 
sure  that  our  remarks  thereon  will  be  met  with 
appreciation  by  our  readers.  We  observe  that  the 
association  has  for  several  years  past  purchased 
stock  trout  of  quite  respectable  dimensions,  and 
has  turned  many  hundieds — indeed,  thousands — 
of  these  fine  fish  into  local  waters,  a  procedure  that 
not  only  serves  to  restock  the  Henley  district,  but 
many  other  reaches  of  our  fine  old  river.  Concern- 
ing this  the  report  truly  states  : — 

*'  The  view  held  by  some  members  of  the  associa- 
tion that  fish  of  all  kinds  turned  in  at  Healey  serve 
not  only  to  restock  the  immediate  district  but 
directly  the  whole  river  has  received  confirmation, 
not  only  by  the  capture  of  marked  trout,  but  by 
the  capture  of  many  small  bream  up  to  I  lb.  in 
weight  below  Medmenham  and  Hurley  since  this 
association  turned  in  a  large  number  two  years  ago  ; 
prior  to  this  such  captures  were  comparable  to  the 
advent  of  an  azure  moon." 

A  little  further  on  in  the  report  we  notice 

"  That  the  efforts  of  this  association  are  bearing 
good  fruit  is  apparent  to  the  watchful  angler,  for 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  stock  of  trout  is 
steadily  increasing." 

We  have  heard  from  Mr.  A.  Edward  Hobbs,  the 
indefatigable  hon.  sec,  that  he  has  never  seen 
more  young  trout  in  the  reaches  between  Sonning 
Lock  and  Temple  Lock  than  during  the  past  year, 
and  this  is  a  very  satisfactory  item  to  place  before 
those  of  our  readers  who  may  be  only  casual 


visitors  to  that  stretch  of  the  Thames.  We  have 
vivid  recollections  of  Mr.  Hobbs  catching  five 
killable  trout  to  his  own  rod  in  one  day's  angling 
thi-i  year. 

We  note  that  the  wire  netting  that  haa  been 
regulaily  fixed  for  many  years  past  to  protect  the 
deposited  spawn — particularly  that  of  perch — was 
again  fixed.  Time  was — consequent  on  a  severe 
epidemic — when  a  basket  of  perch  was  almost  an 
unknown  quantity,  but  we  have  noticed  for  some 
time  past,  from  weekly  reports  of  fishing  results  in 
the  Henley  district,  that  very  fair  numbers  of  this 
fine  sporting  fish  are  now  taken,  and  as  recently  as 
August  last  Mr.  Hobbs  met  with  a  slice  of  his  due 
reward  for  his  hard  work  on  behalf  of  his  fellow 
anglers  by  capturing  in  one  day  a  very  fine  lot  of 
perch,  of  whicn  he  killed  sixty  weighing  47lb.  The 
next  item  that  appeals  to  us  states  that: — 

"  The  ordinary  routine  of  preservation  work  has 
been  regularly  carried  on,  and  the  condition  of  this 
fishery  district  is  at  least  equal  to  that  of  any 
other  on  the  Thames." 

The  *'  ordinary  routine"  includes,  beside  restock- 
ing operations  and  the  protection  of  spawn,  the 
reclamation  of  fish  left  behind  by  receding  flood 
waters,  the  watching  of  the  waters  by  paid  bailiffs, 
the  liberal  advertisement  of  the  Thames  Fi  h«ry 
Bye-laws,  "and  numerous  minor  matters  all  servi-ig 
to  one  end — the  improvement  of  angling  and  the 
consequent  greater  enjoyment  to  anglers. 

"  Considered  in  the  aggregate  the  angling  season 
1904-5  was  considerably  below  the  average — a 
statement  that  well  represents  the  result  of  the 
year's  fishing  on  most  English  waters." 

We  think,  however,  that  any  water  that  can 
yield  in  a  season  "  considerably  below  the  average  " 
such  fish  as  "pike  up  to  15lb.,  barbel,  81b.,  chub, 
4  Jib.,  perch,  21b.,  roach.  If  lb  ,  tench,  2Jlb.,  b  eam, 
31b.,  carp,  4lb.,  and  trout,  b^lh.,"  cannot  be  te -med 
poor,  and  the  figures  serve  to  show  that  a  Lirge 
number  of  anglers  have  too  little  appreciation  of 
the  Thames  and  the  excell  -nt  s  cieties  which  tend 
to  keep  it  up  to  such  a  high  standard. 

The  finaui-ial  statement  of  the  ass  )ciation  shows 
considerable  forethought  and  care  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  exchequer,  and  we  are  sure  that  a 
large  amount  of  secretarial  work  is  necessary  in 
these  arduous  times  to  keep  the  account  at  so  good 
a  point.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  anglers 
spare  a  small  subscription  annually  in  aid  of  such 
excellent  institutions  as  the  H.F.P.A.  and  kindred 
societies,  and  we  hope  that  next  year  Mr.  Hobbs 
will  be  able  to  report  a  substantial  increase  in  the 
amount  of  subscriptions  and  donations.  We  are 
pleased  to  note,  however,  that  the  Anglers'  Associ- 
ation and  several  clubs  contribute  nice  sums 
regularly. 

"  Although  not  strictly  in  the  nature  of  a  fishery 
report,  the  subject  of  motor-launches  is  one  that 
has  a  direct  connection  with  angling,  snd  the  rapid 
increase  of  this  class  of  craft  is  a  matter  that  cannot 
be  viewed  with  equanimity  by  anglers." 

This  is  a  timely  note,  and  we  aie  very  pleased  to 
ob-erve  from  the  reports  of  prosecutims  carried 
through  with  success  that  the  Thames  Conservancy 
have  no  intentijn  of  allowing  the  careless  navigation 
of  these  boats  to  continue  without  making  a  strong 
effort  to  keep  them  under  good  control.  Not  only 
all  anglers  but  the  boating  public  will  strongly 
approve  the  action  of  the  Conservancy  in  this 
matter. 

In  addition  to  the  annual  report  the  booklet 
contains  other  interesting  items,  including  a  list  of 
trout  and  coarse  fish  turned  into  the  Thames  since 
1882  by  the  H.F.P.A.,  and  particulars  of  a  private 
fi.;hery  in  the  Loddon  and  St.  Patrick's  Stream. 

We  congratulate  the  association  on  having  such 
an  excellent  and  unselfish  hon.  sec,  and  sincerely 
hope  that  our  readers  will  help  to  maintain  an 
institution  that  has  their  angling  interest  deeply  at 
heart.  H.  O.  Wabd. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SALMON  ANGLING 
SEASON  ON  THE  TAY. 


The  rod  fishing  on  the  River  Tay  and  its  tri- 
butaries (except  the  River  Eam,  whi  .h  does  not 
clo^e  till  Oct.  31)  closed  on  Sfvtarday,  Oct.  14.  All 
things  considei  ed,  the  season  has  been  a  very  suc- 
cessful one.  The  spring  fisliings,  which  opened 
under  very  unfavourable  weather  conditi  ms,  were 
considerably  above  the  average  of  recent  years. 
Owing  to  the  comparatively  open  winter  fish  were 
well  forward,  and  in  the  upper  reaches,  especially 
in  the  River  Lyon,  not  for  many  years  had 
so  large  a  number  of  clean  run  fish  been  seen  at 
that  time.  The  latter  half  of  January  was  dry  and 
mild,  but  throughout  February  and  March  anglers 
experienced  a  few  boisterous  day.-j,  although  not- 
with-tinding  fair  sport  was  obtained  during  these 
months,  as  also  in  April  and  the  early  part  ot  M^y. 
The  autumn  season  now  closed  may  be  said  to 
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have  been  exceptionally  good.  Throughout  June 
and  July  there  was  practically  no  rain,  but  in  the 
early  part  of  August  there  was  a  heavy  fall,  which 
brought  the  river  down  in  flood,  enabling  fish  to 
.ascend  and  stock  the  pools,  giving  gojd  sport  for  a 
week  or  two.  During  the  most  of  September  and 
early  part  of  Oct  >ber  the  river  was  at  summer 
level,  a  id  but  for  this,  coupled  with  the  exceptionally 
mild  weather,  record  catches  would  have  been  got 
as  the  river  is  simply  tsemiag  with  fish.  The  best 
takes  were  got  between  Oil.  1  and  O^t  7,  the 
result  of  a  small  freshet  and  a  short  spell  of  cold 
weather,  while  throughout  the  last  week  the  river 
was  hTpelessly  low.  Grilse  were  earlier  than  usual 
in  coming  forward,  and,  as  the  takes  show,  have 
been  more  plentiful  and  average  about  1  lb.  more 
I  in  weight  as  compare  1  with  last  season.  The  fish, 
I  on  the  whole,  weie  in  good  condition,  a  fair  per- 
centage of  them  being  new  run  fish.  The  most 
successful  lure,  as  usual,  was  the  fly. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  fish  killed  on  the 
priacipal  beats  since  the  nets  went  oS  :  — 

.Salmon.  Grilse. 


No. 

lb. 

No. 

lb. 

30 

558i 
58l| 

X  44 

323^ 
195 

Upper  CargUl   

31 

26 

20 

367i 

23 

176 

8 

162 

14 

116 

Upper  Stobhall  

69 

1283 

39 

3161 

39 

716J 

32 

268 

13 

214J 

447 

20 

168 

Burnmouth  Stobhall 

...  23 

9 

66* 

8 

148 

9 

63" 

Uppar  Stanley   

10 

196 

15 

114 

20 

412.V 

2i5 

200 

19 

376i 

22 

155^ 

...  14 

236 

32 

238 

L  r  Redgorton  &  Bertha  ■  6 

107J 

35 

258J 

310 

5807 

346 

2856| 

Average :  salmon,  18"731b.  each ;  grils 

8,  7 •671b.  each. 

The  total  catch  over  the 

same 

beats  for  the 

corresponding  perioc 

in  the  previous  four  years  :— 

SALMON'. 

Grilse. 

No.  11). 

Average. 

fNo. 

lb. 

Average. 

1901  ...288  5303 

18  931b.  . 

..  267 

1848 

6-891b. 

1902  ...  188  3515 

19  051b.  . 

..  371 

3111i 

8-471b. 

1903  ...  465  8867J 

19-07lb.  . 

..  400 

2873| 

7-071b. 

1904  ...  267  4644| 

17-391b.  . 

..  216 

1475^ 

6-831b. 

Heavy  fish  have  been  very  scarce  this  season. 
Mr.  Edward  Fieldhouse,  Manchester,  landed  the 
heaviest  fish  of  the  season  fishing  from  a  boat  on 
the  free  water  at  Lymire  H  jle,  below  Moncreiffe 
Lslaiid,  on  Oat.  4.  It  was  a  male  fiih,  and  weighed 
51  lb.,  4ft.  6in.  long,  29in.  girth.  The  next  heaviest 
fish  was  caught  by  Mr.  Herbert  Barnett  on  Upper 
Cargill  on  Oct.  5,  weighing  431b.  ;  and  the  third 
heaviest  fish  repoi  ted  to  be  got  was  one  of  391b.  by 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin,  on  Lower  Stanley,  on  O.t.  3. 
Mr.  Pe;;k  had  one  of  Sfilb.  on  Islamouth  on  Sept.  27, 
while  Mr.  Archibald  Qjats  one  of  311b.  on  Upper 
Stjbhall  on  Oct.  3,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Park  one  of 
similar  weight  on  Dunkeld  water  on  Oct.  4. 

The  heaviest  fish  caught  last  season  by  rod  was  got 
by  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell  on  the  free  water  at  Orchard 
Neuk  on  Sept.  30,  it  weighed  451b.  The  heaviest  for 
season  1;J03  was  one  of  51  lb.  caught  on  the  Upper 
Stobhall  water  by  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats.  The  heaviest 
for  season  D02  was  one  of  46^lb,  caught  on  Scone 
Palace  water  by  Mr.  Mason,  while  the  heaviest,  for 
season  1901  was  one  of  471b.  caught  by  Mr.  Thos. 
Butter  on  Upper  Tayraount  water.  Among  the 
be=t  fished  beats  were  Upper  and  Lower  Stobhall, 
the  best  day's  sport  being  got  on  Upoer  Stobhall  on 
Oct.  7,  when  Messrs.  A.  Coats,  P.  M.  Coats,  and  P.  D. 
Malloch  landed  nineteen  fish  weighing  289^1b., 
their  next  best  day  being  ten  fish,  1681b.,  on  Oct.  4, 
while  the  lower  beat  yielded  on  the  be.st  day  twelve 
fi-h  weighing  I'Jllb.  to  Mr.  Archibald  Cjats  and 
Mr.  Gardiner  on  Sept.  20.  The  best  day's  sport  on 
Reigorton  and  Berth  i  be  its  was  got  on  Oct.  7,  when 
Maj.-Gen.  Baden-Powell,  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats,  Mrs.  Coats-) 
and  Miss  Gardiner  landed  ten  fish  weighing  1441b. 
Mr.  Coats'  house  party,  fishing  on  Stobhall, 
Redgorton,  and  Bertha  beats,  caught,  since  the  nets 
went  off,  263  fish,  weighing  34221b.  Mr.  C.  C. 
Branch  and  party,  including  Miss  Maxwell  Lyte, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slade,  Mrs.  Bliss,  and  Captain  Sadler, 
had  very  good  aport  on  Lower  Cargill,  Willies 
Stone,  and  Burnmouth  beats,  their  best  day  being 
Rix  fish,  601b.  Mr.  C.  A.  Murray  and  party,  fishing 
Upper  and  Lower  Tayrnount  water,  killed  one 
hundred  and  six  fish,  largest,  32^1b.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trevelyn  Martm  and  party  fishmg  on  Upper  and 
Lower  Stanley  water  .from  Aug.  21,  killed  in  all, 
sixty-one  fish,  8101b.  Moikle  ur  water  was 
fished  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. '  G.  Harland  Pock  and 
parcy,  including  Sir  Montaguj  Oinmaney  and 
Col  )ni;l  Hopwood,  when  cajiital  sport  was  obiiained. 
Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  and  party,  fishing  Upper 
and  Lower  BalUthie  beats,  had  fair  sport.  Isla- 
mouth beat  was  fished  by  Lord  Blythawood  and 
oarty,  Including  Lbr'd  ClanwilUara,  Qfeneral  Camp- 


bell, the  Bishop  of  London,  and  Mr.  Praed.  Their 
best  day  was  seven  fish,  1131b.,  with  a  total  catch 
of  filty-three  fish,  of  which  Lord  Blythsw  >od  had 
twenty -eight  to  his  own  rod.  Mr.  Herbert 
Barnett  and  party,  including  Mr  F.  Butcher,  jun., 
and  Mr.  Cooper,  fished  Kercook  and  IJpper 
Cargill  beats,  their  best  day  yielding  six  fish,  OOlb. 
Benchill  and  Catholes  beats  were  fished  during 
August  by  Mr.  William  Black  and  Mr.  F.  Daven- 
port, and  from  Sept.  1  by  Col.  R.  Kinoaid  Smith 
and  party,  including  Col.  De  Mobyns,  Col.  D.  M. 
Lumsden,  D.S.O.,  and  Capt.  Willoughby,  their  best 
day  being  four  fish,  701b.  Upper  Cargill  was  fished 
by  Ernest  Moon,  K.C.,  and  party,  their  best  day 
yielding  six  fish,  931b.  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M  P.,  and 
party  had  good  sport  on  Burnmouth  St;obhall, 
while  Mr.  J.  A.  Park  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Kay  had  twenty, 
3091b.,  on  Dunkeld  water  since  the  nets  went  off. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Shepherd  and  party,  including  Mr.  E.  L. 
Barton  and  Mr.  A.  Steven,  had  capital  sport  on 
Delvine  water,  while  the  tenant  on  Murthly  Castle 
stretch  had  fair  sport.  The  sport  obtained  on  Lord 
Mansfield's  Scone  Palace  water  was  well  up  to  the 
average  of  former  years,  while  sport  on  the  free 
water  below  Perth  was  exceptionally  good.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  the  principal 
beats  during  the  last  four  days  of  the  fishing: — 
Dunkeld. — Mr.  J.  A.  Park's  boatman  killed  three 
fish  of  201b.,  171b.,  and  141b.  Islamouth.— Mr. 
G.  Harland  Peck  caught  four  grilse  of  9lb.,  81b., 
71b.,  and  71b.,  on  Oct.  11;  Lord  Blythswood,  one 
g  ilse  of  91b.,  on  Oct.  12;  and  Mr.  Paget,  one 
gril  e  of  81b.,  on  Oct.  12;  and  a  fish  of  231b. 
and  a  grilse  of  6lb.,  on  Oct.  14.  Upper  Cargill. 
— Mr.  H.  Barnett  and  party  killed  five  fi-h,  of 
211b.,  171b.,  171b.,  171b.,  and  17lb.,  and  a  grilse  of 
101b.,  on  Oct  12j:  and  Mr.  A.  Moon,  three  fish, 
261b.,  221b.,  and  lOlb..  and  two  grilse,  101b.  andl6lb., 
on  Oct.  14.  Lower  Cargill. — Capt.  A.  Hayes 
Sadler,  R.N.,  got  one  grilse,  91b.,  on  Oct.  11 ;  and 
Mr.  C.  C.  Branch,  two  fi-h,  2iUh.  and  161b.,  and  a 
grilse,  81b.  ;  and  Miss  E.  Maxwell  Lyte  a  fish  of 
19|lb.  on  Oct.  14.  Upper  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archi- 
bald Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  captured  three  fish 
of  101b..  161b.  and  141b.,  and  two  grilse,  91b.  and  71b.. 
on  Oct,  12;  four  fish,  231b.,  201b.,  181b., andl61b.;  and 
one  grilse,  71b.,  on  Oct.  13  ;  and  four  fish,  241b.,  21  lb., 
181b.,  and  131b.,  and  one  grilse,  81b.,  on  Oct.  14, 
Burnmouth. — Mr.  C.  C.  Branch  caught  one  fish, 
141b.,  and  a  grilse,  7^6. ;  and  Capt.  A.  Hayes  Sad- 
ler, one  fish,  231b.,  on  Oct.  14.  Burnmouth  Stob- 
hall.—Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  had  one  fish,  161b., 
on  Oct.  13.  Catholes. — C  il.  Smith  landed  one 
fish.  17lb.,  on  Or:t.  13.  Lower  Sjanley. — Mrs. 
M.  T.  Martin  killed  one  fish,  171b.,  and  two  grilse, 
81b.  and  71b.,  on  Oct.  12,  and  one  fish,  171b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  71b.  on  Oct.  14;  while  Mrs.  Molineaux  got 
a  grilse  of  8lb.  Benchill.— Col.  Smith  landed  one 
fish,  251b.,  and  tw  )  giilse,  1 1  lb.  and  91b.,  on  Oct.  1 1 ; 
and  Col.  De  Mobyns  one  fish,  241b.,  on  Oct.  13. 
Upper  Redgorton. — Mr.  Kerr  killed  one  fish, 
181b.,  on  Oct.  12,  and  one  of  161b.,  and  a  grilse, 
5lb.,  on  Oct.  14.  River  E.4.rn  (Dupplin  Reseived 
Water).— The  Hon.  Robert  Ward  killed  one  fish, 
21  lb.,  on  Oct.  10.  ;  Mrs.  Sassoon  one  grihe,  81b.,  on 
Oct.  11;  the  gillies  two  fish,  201b.  and  141b.,  and 
two  grilse,  7lb.  each,  on  Oct.  13;  Hon.  John  Ward, 
two  fish,  131b.  and  121b.,  and  one  grilse,  81b..  on 
Oct.  14,  and  two  fish,  271b  and  21  lb.,  and  a  grilse, 
71b.,  on  Oct.  16;  while  Lord  Wolverton  had  two 
fish,  201b.  and  191b.,  and  one  grilse,  71b.      .  A.  A. 
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At  Wednesday's  meeting,  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers 
occupied  the  business  chair.  Minutes  and  formal 
business  disposed  of,  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  in 
spite  of  that  seasonable  cold,  tackled  the  reports 
from  agents — c^uite  a  number — in  which  he  was 
assisted  by  the  chairman.  Rathmullen,  Lough 
Swilly,  goodcatches  of  codling  and  whiting  on  Oct.  1 1, 
three  lines  took  169  fish,  mostly  codling,  includ- 
ing one  cod  of  lOlb.  Filey,  two  rods,  in  three  days, 
eighty-one,  seventy,  and  eighty  codling,  averaging 
11  stone  a  day.  Gorleston,  one  line,  thirty  whiting 
and  two  codling,  3Jlb.  and  2Jlb.  Clacton,  200  fi^h 
in  three  and  a  halt'  hours.  At  the  competition,  1st 
prize,  rod,  161b.  ll|oz. ;  2nd,  handline,  131b.  6Joz.  ; 
3rd,  handline,  121b.  l{oz.  Worthing,  two  rods,  130 
prime  fish  ;  railing  for  mackerel,  good.  Parkstone, 
a  thresher  shark,  781b.  lioz.,  5ft.  Uin.  long,  2[t. 
lOin.  girth ;  thought  to  be  the  biggest  fish  ever 
caught  in  the  bay  with  line  and  hook — a  conger  line. 
Penzance,  short  catches  of  mackerel ;  Mr.  Trewenan 
had  three  conger,  291d.,  201b..  a  id  1 1  lb  Coverack, 
takes  of  601b.  to  701b.  mixed  fish  at  a  time. 

Letters  were  read  fr  'ra  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates,  Lowes- 
toft. Mrs.  Bates  had  been  taking  one  and  a  half 
to  two  score  of  whiting  and  codling  each  day 
from  the  pier,  small,  one  cod  of  6Jlb.  Another 
member,  in  fourteen  day-*,  475  fi-sh,  16;)lb..i 
wliifcing  and  codling,  two  idda.   Mr.  HuSsey;  from 


Walmer,  reported  fishing  improving,  counted 
twenty-one  boats  out  at  4  o.m.  A  fisherman  had 
thirty-four  good  cod  and  codling,  and  a  few  whiting, 
on  Oct.  14 — a  coi  of  11  lb.,  one  of  lOJI'o.,  ani  one 
of  91b.  The  whiting  are  Isan  and  hungry. 
Saratting  expected  to  commence  next  wejk. 
Mr.  Nickels,  fiihing  at  Ya  mouth,  had  taken 
whiting  up  to  1  lb. — would  not  look  at  shri'no 
bait,  but  took  lug  vora;iou-ly.  E.  A.  H.  Pownall, 
who  provides  them,  showed  him  his  plan  of  keeping 
lug  in  ground  cork  du->t — waste  packing  stuff  from 
grapes — answered  admirably,  they  came  out  clean 
and  unaodden.  At  Clacton  ha  1  poor  success.  Mr. 
Howard  had  a  day,  but  not  much  good,  reported 
the  capture  of  a  flounder  at  Toddingt  in  of  1  lb.  2oz. 
Mr.  Holbrjw,  a  few  whiting  and  pollack  at 
Newhaven.  Another  member,  fishing  at  Looe, 
pollack  poor,  but  mackerel  in  plenty.  Mf.  J.  C. 
Hindley,  at  St.  Maives,  twenty-six  pollack  one 
day — scianpy.  Ragworm  beat  oilchiid  as  bait. 
Mr.  Powell  at  Worthing  had  120  fish  in  two  hours  ; 
noted  the  presence  of  a  kingfisher,  blown  over  the 
sea — Mr.  Summers  saw  a  dozen  at  Newhaven,  Mr. 
Minchin,  one  at  Southwiok.  Mr.  Norman  explained 
that  they  weve  migrating  South.  In  replv  ti  Mr. 
Nickels,  membersgenerally  agreed  that  at  81b.  weight 
a  codling  might  be  called  a  cod,  Mr.  Minchin 
calling  attention  to  the  tertium  quid,  which  men 
ca'led  pollack,  ranking  betwixt  ana  between. 

Mr.  C.  O  Minchin  then  took  the  "Social"  chair, 
and  drew  atte  ition  to  the  Hastings  Competitim 
Pr  ogramme  annouiced  for  O -t.  28,  29  and  30. 
There  were  valuable  prizes.  The  rule?  had  been 
arranaed  on  very  soortiig  lines  ;  if  fine,  gooJ  takes 
miaht  be  expected,  as  fish  had  this  -.eason  put  in 
well  atHistings.  HeciUed  uo  m  Mr  F.  G.  Adalo 
to  open  t  ie  discus-ion  on  "  D  iftline  Fishing." 

Mr.  Afialo  may  be  litly  desi^cnated  one  of  the 
society's  hardy  annuals.  On?e  a  year  he  takes  his 
journey  of  186  miles  to  appear  in  this  room,  and  as 
he  rejoices  in  perennial  youth,  this  appears  to  be  no 
hardship.  He  annually  announces  every  year  his 
intention  to  set  all  the  members  by  the  ears  by 
attacking  their  cherished  beliefs,  but  his  roaring  is 
done  so  gently,  and  the  members'  belief  in  their  own 
methods  is  so  assured,  that  he  returns  each  year 
unsatisfied  in  his  expressed  desire  to  return  a 
twelvemonth  after  to  resume  his  task  of  Sisyphus. 
On  this  occasion  bottom  fisiinsr  was  his  subie3t  of 
attack.  That  an  anchor  should  ever  get  outsi  le 
the  boat  he  could  not  tolerate — no,  follow  your  fish, 
drift,  drift,  drift,  no  occasion  then  t)  pull  in  the 
fatiguing  heivy  lead  or  to  kill  your  fish  b"utally 
from  the  stationary  boat — with  light  tackle  and 
rod  its  company  was  kept,  until  perhaps  after 
many  minutes'  conflict  it  was  safely  boated. 
Granting  that  Ballycotton  expe'ience  had  proved 
the  superiority  of  bottom  anchored  fishing  for  the 
taking  of  huge  brutes  and  tons  of  fish,  he  urged  in 
sportive  mood,  but  with  strong  conviction,  that  the 
one  fish  scientifically  caught  would  afford  the  true 
sportsman  more  enjoyment  and  satisfaction.  To 
him,  the  pinning  of  youiself  to  a  boatman's  fancied 
mirks  was  a  punishment.  Hunt  your  fish,  don't 
wait  for  him  to  find  you.  Illustrations  from  his 
this  season's  fishing  on  the  Ea  t  Coast,  old  times  in 
Australia,  and  much  of  his  estuary  experience,  was 
brought  in  liis  facile  charming  way  to  plead  in 
favour  of  driftline  fishing.  His  addre-s  was  short 
and  pleisingand  listened  to  with  silent  atteati)n. 
Its  style  sh  )wed  great  impr  ovement,  being  te  se, 
while  elegant.  Ic  used  to  be  elegant  anJ  not  terse 
and  created  a  very  good  impression.  And  then  the 
battle  raged,  but  in  cool,  scientific  stvle.  The  b  ttom 
fishers  and  in  succession  uprose  Mr.  Powell, who  urged 
if  you  start  on  a  good  ground  why  leave  it  t)  pull 
back  against  a  howling  tide.  Mr.  Hy  !e  agreed 
with  Ml'.  Aflalo's  sporting  ideas,  but  noted  the 
practical  difficulty  of  getting  back.  Mr.  Summers 
pointed  out  that  his  favourite  bass  does  not  follow 
the  tide  exactly;  you  must  lay  in  wait  f.ir  hin  in 
suitable  spots.  Mr.  Nickels  said  the  theory 
looked  nice,  but  he  saw  last  week  a  boat  drift 
two  miles  in  twenty  minutes,  two  an  1  a  half 
hours'  rowing  only  brought  it  back.  Mr.  Parker 
had  tried  drifting  for  wliiting,  and  not  done 
much  good.  Mr.  Bullock  said  Ba'lycotton  wbs 
not  purely  bottom  fishing,  though  always  at  anchor. 
Ml'.  Goldsmith  said  of  course  in  rivers  and  s  une 
estuaries  drifting  could  be  done,  but  he  preferred 
the  sea.  Mr.  Kemp  said  good  pollack  were  taken 
near  the  surface  with  flies,  lightly  rowing.  Mr. 
Holbrow  urged  that  drifting  was  practised  a  bng 
way  off  Teignmouth  and  at  the  back  of  the  Go  id- 
wins.  Mr.  Bass  had  tried,  but  found  the  tides 
beat  him. 

The  chairmen  then  closed  the  discission,  declar- 
ing that  all  fishing  was  a  matter  of  gradu  ti on. 
Mr  Afialo  had  taken  the  extreme  p  siiion. 
Bailing,  a  true  term,  and  with  artificial  bait,  re- 
quired a  rapid  motion  of  the  boat.  In  whiiing 
alsj  a  true  term,  a  slow  motion  of  the  boat  was 
needed,  the  balb  bebig  plpy^l  by  the  rtJd:  H** 
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pointed  out  that  Mr.  Aflalo's  practice  was  mainly 
in  estuaries,  and  that  generalising  from  that  to  the 
open  sea  was  not  a  safe  course,  only  one  place  he 
had  ever  known  lent  itself  to  drifting — a  reef,  two 
miles  long,  where  the  tide  flowed  in  the  line  of  the 
reef  by  repeatedly  giving  back  to  his  starting  point, 
he  was  theie  successful. 

Mr.  Aflalo  replied,  urging  the  American  practice 
after  big  fish,  of  pur-uing  them,  instnnt  ing  one  case 
of  ten  niiles  taking  four  hours,  and  the  noted  one  of 
a  kill  of  tuna,  after  forty  miles  in  15  hours.  This 
was  indeed  real  sport.  If  only  big  basket,'^,  use  your 
anchor,  and  bear  this  in  mind,  that  a  drifting  boat 
is  far  less  trying  to  the  seasick  man  ;  the  anchored 
boat  turns  him  up. 

Mr.  Kemp  proposed,  and  Mr.  Clarke  seconded,  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Afialo,  and  up  )n  Mr.  Bass' 
proposal,  also  to  the  chairmen. 

The  secretary  urged  a  speedy  entry  for  the  Deal 
Competition,  fixed  for  pier  on  Nov.  12  and  13, 
boats  Nov.  24,  25,  and  20,  or  there  would  be  dif- 
ficulty in  securing  boats. 

A  Lantern  Lecture  on  the  Fish  and  Fishermen  of 
the  English  Channel,  by  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  was 
announced  for  next  Wednesday.  H.  P. 


^offings  bp  i^e  i^ap. 


This  were  an  apt  confessional  for  one 
Taught  by  his  summer  spent  his  autumn  gone 
That  life  is  but  a  tale  of  morning  grass 
Withered  at  eve!    Thrice  happy  guest. 
If  from  a  golden  perch  of  aspen  spray 
(October^e  workmanship  to  rival  May), 
The  pensive  warbler  of  the  ruddy  breast 
That  moral  sweeten,  by  a  heaven-taught  lay, 
Lulling  the  year  with  all  its  cares  to  rest. 

— W.  Wordsworth. 


The  last  festive  Festival  of  1905  will  take  place 
on  Dec.  25.  The  angling  festivals  of  Southend, 
Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft  have  come  and  gone. 
The  next  to  engage  our  attention  is 

The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Festival, 
which  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Mon- 
day, Oct.  28,  29,  and  30  from  Piers  and  Boats.  This 
is  an  "  open "  event ;  all  anglers  may  compete. 
(The  Deal  Competition  in  November  is  strictly  con- 
fined to  members  of  the  B  S  A.S.)  Be  in  time,  and 
note  that  next  Tuesday,  Oct.  24,  is  the  last  day  for 
receiving  entries.  A  line  to  the  secretaries,  10,  Yoi  k 
Buildings,  Hastings,  will  ensure  all  further  particu- 
lars (in -luding  a  copy  of  the  "  Competitors'  Hand- 
book" being  sent  by  return  of  post.  .See  Adver- 
tisement on  p.  iii.) 

»  »  »  *  » 

The  next  sea  angling  festival  to  command  atten- 
tion is  that  of  the 

Folkestone  Sea  Angling  Association, 
from  Boats  and  the  Victoria  Pier.  The  dates  are 
fixed  for  Nov.  4,  5,  and  6.  The  entries  close  on 
Nov.  2.  The  honorary  secretaries  will  send  a  copy 
of  the  rules  and  conditions  governing  the  three  days' 
competition,  on  application  to  the  Qjeen's  Hotel, 
FolUestone.  There  are  five  classes  in  all,  and  some 
handsome  prizes  to  be  fished  for.  The  Sjuth 
Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  will  issue  week-end 
tiskets  from  Nov.  3  to  Nov.  7  from  London.  Every 
effort  is  being  made  for  the  comfort  of  visitors. 
»  »  *  *  * 

There  are  two  more  "festivals"  to  follow — the 
Herne  Bav  and  Deal.  Heme  Bay,  Nov.  18,  19,  and 
20,  and  Deal  (Pier),  Nov.  12  and  13,  and  from 
Boats,  Nov.  24,  25,  and  26,  of  which  more  anon. 
Entries  close  for  the  Heme  Bay  Festival  on  Nov. 
14,  and  further  particulars  may  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  Joseph  Gripper,  Granville  House,  Herne  Bay. 


Why  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  ?  Mr.  A.  J. 
Lawrence,  Hon.  See.  of  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorial 
Society,  tells  me  that  one  of  their  members  caught 
(this  week)  at  Teddington — which  is  the  river 
Thames — a  flounder  weighing  1  lb.  2oz.  Of  course 
this  was  taken  on  rod  and  line,  not  in  the  trawl. 
I  wonder  what  bait  it  took.  I  would  rather  go 
floundering  at  Teddington,  and  bring  home  six  goud 
flounders,  than  501b.  of  roach  only  just  "Thames 
measurement."  This  may  be  considered  "pot" 
or  "  pan  "  hunting,  but  they  are  very  nice  cooked. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  7  there  appeared  an 
account  of  a  catch  of  twenty-one  pike,  weighing 
1491b.  Iloz.,  in  five  and  a  half  hours.  They  were 
taken  in  a  piivate  lake  near  Worksop.  The  captor, 
Mr.  Albert  Shlor,  has  received  innumerable  letters 
asking  what  bait  he  used,  and  he  asks  us  to  state 
that  "  fifteen  were  taken  on  a  Colorado  spooii,  and 
six  with  live  gudgeon."  , 


On  the  very  last  evening  of  "  chill  October," 
which  falls  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  31,  there  will  be  a  very 
nice  little  supper  (to  which  ladies  are  invited)  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  City  of  London  Pi-icatorials, 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.C.  Covers 
at  0.45  p.m.  I  think  it  wts  one  Izaak  Walton 
who  said,  "  Come,  my  friend  Piscator,  let  me  invite 
you  along  with  us,"  and  those  members  and  friends 
who  wish  to  be  present  on  thii  ausjiicioiis  occasion 
must  make  speedy  applicati  )n  for  tickets  to  Hon. 
Sec.  Bentley,  as  the  room  does  not  accommoJate 
more  than  two  hundred.  The  City  of  London 
anglers  have  an  outing  to  Leigh-on-Sea  on  Tuesday 
next. 


A  long  account  is  given  elsewhere  of  Mr.  F.  G. 
Afialo's  dissertation  on  "  Drift  Line  Fishing"  at  the 
B.S  A.S.  on  Wednesday  evening.  We  "dril'ted" 
quietly  and  safely  under  the  versatile  captain's 
skilful  pilotage.  Chacun  a  son  gout.  I  prefer  being 
chained  up  or  anchored.  I  did  not  ask  the  lecturer 
whether  "  drifting"  or  "  trailing  "  were  s5rnonymotis 
terms.  It  appeais  that  you  cm  trail  on  the  sea, 
but  not  on  the  Thames.  In  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion Mr.  Nickel  told  us  how,  at  Lowestoft,  he 
came  across  s  >me  lug  worms  which  had  been  acci- 
dentally dropped  into  some  "  cork  dust  "  (similar 
to  that  in  which  foreign  grapes  are  imported),  wiih 
the  result  that  they  became  much  more  cleanly  to 
handle. 

)<•  )(<  41  *  )(> 

I  asked  a  West-end  tackle  maker,  who  sat  next  to 
me,  where  I  could  procure  s  )rae,  as  I  should  like  to 
try  it.  He  said,  "  For  the  sum  of  sixpence  in  stamps 
I  will  send  on  enough  to  last  you  all  the  season. 
Address:  Holbrow,  40,  Duke-street,  St.  James's, 
S.W."  By  the  way,  Mr,  Charles  Hussey  will  travel 
from  Deal  on  Wednesday  evening  next  to  giv3  one 
of  his  celebrated  lantern  lectures  entitled  "  On  Fish 
and  Fishermen  of  the  English  Channel."  Oar  sea- 
angler  lecturers  do  not  mind  drifting  or  motoring 
from  long  distances;  Mr.  Atialo  travelled  185  miles 
to  Fetter-lane  on  Wednesday,  and  if  he  went  home 
the  same  way  it  would  make  370  miles. 


The  bird  that  soars  on  highest  wing 
Builds  on  the  ground  her  lowly  nest; 

And  she  that  doth  most  sweetly  sing. 
Sings  in  the  shade  when  all  things  rest : 

In  lark  and  nightingale  we  see 

What  honour  hath  humility. 

— ^Montgomery. 


Mr.  H.  C.  Humphries,  hon.  sec.  of  the  New 
Albions,  writes  to  say  that  the  lib.  l^oz.  dace, 
recorded  last  week  as  having  been  captured  by  Mr. 
Grimmett,  was  taken  from  the  Beane,  a  little  river 
in  Hei  tfordshire.  [Now  we  know  where  he's  been.] 
Some  of  the  members  have  been  fishing  at  Fording- 
bridge  (where  Mr.  Grimmett  has  some  choice 
water),  but  sport  was  not  up  to  the  average, 
probably  owing  to  the  inclement  weather. 

»  *  *  *  ♦ 

Talking  of  dace,  I  saw  in  Mr.  F.  T.  Williams' 
shop  in  Great  Queen-street,  W.,  six  nice  dace  taken 
from  my  favouri.e  river,  the  Cam,  not  far  from 
Audley  End.  Mr.  A.  E.  Knight  was  the  captor, 
and  the  weights  of  the  fish  were  12^oz.,  12^oz., 
13ioz.,  14oz.,  14Joz.,  and  loioz.,  total,  51b.  2^oz. 
Many  other  good  dace  were  tasen  on  the  same  day, 
but  are  not  recorded.  Mr.  Williams  also  showed  me 
two  pike  taken  from  Lough  Corrib,  191b.  and  251b., 
by  Mr.  H.  Woolmer.  Those  six  dace  will  make 
a  nice  case. 


On  Tuesday  evening  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer  will  read 
a  paoer  entitled,  "  My  Only  One,"  before  the 
membeis  and  friends  of  the  Gresham  A.S.,  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  when  a  large 
muster  is  anticipated.  A  glance  at  the  report  on 
page  298  will  show  how  a  eoastguardsman  List  his 
life  in  endeavouring  to  save  that  of  a  boy  who  had 
fallen  into  the  sea.  The  sum  of  £2  10s.  (id.  was 
subscribed  towards  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
widow,  and  it  is  hoped  that  many — other  than 
members — will  add  their  mite  to  such  a  deserving 
case.  The  hon.  seo.  will  keep  the  list  open  for  a 
week  or  two. 


There  will  be  a  "  select  "  smoking  concert  at  the 
Woolpaok  Tavern,  Berraondsey-street,  S.E.,  on 
Monday  evening,  Oct.  23,  on  the  occasion  of  a 
"Visit"  of  South  London  angling  clubs.  Host 
G.  H.  Shephe  d,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  and  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  will  be  there,  and  the  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  W.  P.  Tilbury.  A  cordial  invitation  is  extended 
to  anglers  and  visitors. 


It's  nice  to  sit  and  think  and  fish,  and  fish  and 
sit  and  think,  and  think  and  fish  and  sit  and  wish 
that  you  could  get  a  diink.  [.This  is  not  an  advt, ; 
but  try  Dewan:.";] 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  "  In  the  Land 
of  the  Strenuous  Life,"  by  Abb6  FeUx  Klein, 
McClurg  and  Co.,  Chicago: — "Only  here  in  New 
York  can  one  see  buildings  three  hundred  and 
sixty  feet  and  nearly  thirty  storeys  high;  only  hero 
can  one  see  a  monstrous  bridge  nearly  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  long,  crowded  with  electric  and  cable  cars, 
over  which  four  hundred  thousand  people  travel 
daily,  and  under  which  pass  the  great  trans- Atlantic 
liners.  Elsewhere,  fortunately,  America  is  more 
attractive ;  but  here  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  and  the 
down-town  sky-scrapers  impress  one  chiefly  with 
an  idea  of  the  power  and  daring  of  the  American 
people." 


At  the  Cellar  Studio,  13a,  George-street,  Hanover- 
square,  W.,  Mr.  H.  Key  worth  Raine  has  invited  the 
Presj  to  «ee,  if  possible,  the  way  in  which  he  paints 
a  portrait  in  the  dark — the  artist,  canvas,  and 
subject  being  invisible  to  all,  and  yet  in  an  hour  a 
perfect  portrait  in  oil  is  seen.  Lord  Iveagh,  who 
has  just  sat  to  Mr.  Raine,  regards  the  artist  as  quite 
unique. 


The  insect  house  at  the  Zoo  has  just  received  a 
specimen  of  the  rare  Goliath  beetle.  It  is  the 
largest  of  living  insects,  and  is  about  Sin.  long  from 
the  forked  horn  on  its  nose  to  the  end  of  its  body, 
and  about  2in.  broad ;  when  its  large  wing  3  are 
spread  its  looks  as  big  as  a  lark.  In  colour  it  is 
chocolate,  marked  with  white ;  and  is  a  vegetable 
feeder. 


Thames  Salmon  Association. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Gbenfell,  M.P.,  the  chairman  of 
the  Thames  Salmon  Association,  accompanied  by 
several  members  of  the  committee  and  other  gentle- 
men, were  the  guests  of  Mr.  W.  Crosbie  Giloey  at 
Denham,  on  October  12,  to  witness  the  catching 
up   of  the  young  huohen  or  Dinubian  salmon, 
which  have  been  reared  at  the  Denham  hatcheries 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  in  the  Thames.  The 
young  fi-sh  were  found  to  be  in  a  very  forward 
state,  having  attained  an  average  length  of  6|in.,  ] 
a  remarkable  growth  in  view  of  the  fact  ttiat  | 
they  were  only  hatched  the  first  week  in  May.  J 
They  have,  however,  been  the  object  of  special  atten-  i 
tion,  and  have  been  fed  on  living  food  from  the  first,  i 
which  is  doubtless  a  reas  >n  for  ti»eir  having  attained  { 
a  size  double  that  of  the  average  growth  of  the  same  | 
species  in  the  Austrian  hatcheries.    Some  400  of  the  | 
huohen  were  takem  on  the  following  day  to  Lord 
Boston's  strip  of  the  river  at  Hedsor,  and  to  the  ; 
intake  which  turns  Mr.  Grenfell's  turbine  at  Tap-  ; 
low.    It  seems  reasonable  to  suppo-ie  that  the  fish  ; 
will  thrive  in  the  Thame?,  where  there  natural  fo  )d'  '. 
abounds,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  committee  ' 
may  have  the  assistance  of  the  angling  public  ia 
their  attemp  to  establish  the  huchen  in  the  river. —  ■ 
Times. 


Pictorial  Comedy  (with  which  is  incorporated 
Snapshots),  issued  from  the  establishment  of  Messrs. 
James  Henderson  and  Sjus,  is,  Uke  "Charley's 
Aunt,"  still  running,  and  affording  delight  and 
entertainment  to  thousands  of  readers.  The  con- 
spicuous feature  of  Pictorial  Comedy  is  the 
selection  given  of  the  famous  C.  Dana  Gibson's 
drawings,  which  are  in  the  front  rank  of  satiiio 
art.  The  work  of  other  well-known  artists 
graces  the  pages  of  the  magazine,  which,  in  addi- 
tion to  possessing  artistic  attractions,  contains 
abundance  of  up-to-date  literary  matter,  including 
short  stories,  a  serial  tale,  selections  of  smart  verse, 
and  a  well  written  "  Cosy  Corner  "  for  the  fair  sex. 


A  certain  college  at  Cambridge  is  largely 
patronised  by  colouied  gentlemen,  who  come  to 
Jingland  to  complete  their  education.  It  is  related 
that  a  white  member  of  this  college  was  travelling 
in  Central  Africa,  when,  unfortunately,  he  was 
captured  by  cannibals.  The  laiter  had  prepared 
everything  for  their  feast  except  the  "stuffing," 
and  while  waiting  for  this  to  be  brought  they  over- 
hauled th3  unlucky  traveller's  luggage.  All  at 
once  one  of  them  spran?  up,  and,  holding  in  his 
hand  a  college  blazer,  criei  :  "  Oh,  I  say  !  we  can't 
eat  him.    He's  a  man  from  our  college." 


Billy  :  *' Mamma,  when  people  sell  things  by  the 
pound  do  they  ever  weigh  the  scales  ?  "  Mamma : 
"  Certainly  not,  Billy."  Billy  :  "  Then  how  would 
they  weigh  fish  ?  " 


"  Over  the  Bridge  a  Halfpenny  !  "  I  invested 
that  amount  in  travelling  from  one  bank  of  the 
Thames  to  another  in  an  Islington  omnibus.  I  re- 
monstrated with  conductor  No.  145 IS,  and  hd 
consented  to  sete  me  "  artbss,"  but  not  over." 

Dbaqnet. 
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Provineial  flfiglifig  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thwrsdwy  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  little  more  rain,  which  has  been 
the  means  of  freshening  up  our  waters,  but  more  is 
still  required  to  clear  away  the  leaves  from  the 
rivers  and  make  angling  more  enjoyable.  It  com- 
menced to  rain  early  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  15, 
and  continued  throughout  the  day.  A  number  of 
bye-contests  were  arranged  to  be  fished,  but  the 
weather  did  much  to  deter  the  members  turning 
out.  Since  then  we  have  had  nice  bright  autumn 
weather,  with  very  little  wind,  but  we  have 
had  frosts  night  and  morning.  This  will  put 
the  grayling  and  pike  on  the  move.  A  nice 
pike  of  101b.  was  taken  last  week  from  a  pool 
at  Yardley  Wood ;  the  fish  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Skinner,  of  Sparkbrook.  Mr.  W.  Brice,  of  Kidder- 
minster, caught  a  bream  of  51b.  weight  from  the 
Severn  at  Stourport.  Mr.  J.  Woodhall,  of  the 
Dudley  Club,  caught  261b.  of  chub  on  Wednesdav 
last  near  the  Blackstone  Rock,  Bewdley.  Mr.  D. 
Cairns,  of  the  Harborne  club,  together  with  a  friend, 
caught  over  261b.  of  roach  from  the  river  Nene  at 
Oundle.  This  station  will  be  added  to  next  year's 
travelling  card  by  the  L.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  Co. ;  this  will  be 
welcomed  by  Birmingham  anglers  as  there  are  miles 
of  river  that  can  be  fished  free.  A  grand  pike  of  2ulb. 
was  caught  last  week-end  from  the  Avon,  near 
Stratford,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  St.  Stephen's 
water.  Some  gj^od  pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
private  pools  near  to  our  city.  We  are  proud  to 
boast  of  having,  I  think,  five  of  the  largest  clubs 
in  the  country  connected  with  the  B.D.U.A.A. — 
they  are  the  St.  Paul's,  190  members;  Bellbarn, 
180  members;  Gun,  178  members;  Rose  and 
Crown,  170  members;  and  Spring  HUl,  150  mem- 
beis,  making  a  total  of  868  members.  We  have 
another  club,  namely,  the  White  Swan,  that  has  250 
members,  but  they  belong  to  the  P.A.A.  Severed 
new  clubs  are  in  thecourseof  formation,  and  will  then 
become  affiliated  in  time  to  commence  to  travel  in 
January  next.  In  my  notes  some  little  time  back 
I  mentioned  that  good  roach  fishing  could  be  had 
on  the  Warwick  Canal  within  a  few  miles  of  our 
city.  A  member  of  the  Gun  Society  fishing  this 
canal  at  Acocks  Green,  which  is  only  four  miles  out, 
caught  twenty-four  sizeable  fish,  four  of  which 
weighed  21b.  2oz.  Several  contests  have  been  fished 
in  the  canal  at  Warwick,  and  the  takes  have  been 
equal  to  any  catches  from  the  Severn  or  Avon. 
Some  good  roach  have  been  taken  from  the  White 
Swan  waters  at  Welford  :  two  members  took  over 
fifty  fish  last  week,  all  good-sized,  a  number  of  them 
being  near  upon  1  lb.  each.  The  fish  in  the  Avon 
are  still  taking  the  stewed  wheat.  At  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association, 
held  at  the  headquarters  on  Oct.  12,  the  following 
were  the  chief  officers  elected  for  1906  : — President, 
Mr.  T.  Coles  (this  is  this  gentleman's  twenty-third 
year  of  office) ;  vice-presiaents,  Messrs.  R.  Holding, 
J.  Bentley,  andW.  Foster;  treasurer,  Mr.  H.  Tulle tt; 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  Rabone  ;  trustees,  Messrs.  T.  Coles 
and  R.  Holding.  Now  that  the  gentlemen  have 
been  elected,  the  next  year's  travelling  cards  will 
be  put  in  the  printer's  hands  as  soon  as  possible. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

Angling  continues  to  be  prosecuted  with  much 
vigour  on  most  of  the  Fen  waters.  The  nights  and 
mornings  recently  have  been  very  cold,  neverthe- 
less there  have  been  quite  a  number  of  north- 
country  visitors  in  the  district.  Pike  fi-shing  is  now 
claiming  considerable  attention,  and  good  sport  is 
being  obtained  both  with  the  natural  and  artificial 
bait.  The  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham,  especially 
in  the  Langrick  and  Dogdyke  districts,  have  yielded 
fiah  up  to  11  lb.  Little  is  being  done  on  the  Forty- 
foot  owing  to  recent  cleansing  operations,  but 
beyond  the  dam  in  Dowsby  Fen,  where  the  work 
commenced,  the  trolling  rod  has  been  having  quite 
a  good  time  of  late  amongst  the  pike,  for  which 
this  part  of  the  river  is  famous.  Using  a  "  Wag- 
tail "  spinner,  the  writer,  on  one  day,  killed  six 
brace,  the  heaviest  going  up  to  91b.,  and  on  another 
occasion  he  ewjcounted  for  two  and  a  half  brace. 
He  also  lost  a  fish,  after  getting  it  on  to  the  bank- 
side,  estimated  at  141b.  Other  anglers  have  been 
doing  equally  well.  Three  fish,  weighing  in  the 
aggregate  l/^lb.,  were  killed  in  Dunsby  Fen  on 
Monday.  Perch  have  also  been  offering  sport  to 
the  worm,  and  amongst  recent  captures  was  a 
gpecimen  scaling  21b.  loz.  The  Welland  and  other 
Fen  waters  are  also  giving  good  sport  just  now. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  club  matches  have  been  fi^shed  during  the 
past  week,  both  on  the  rivers  Ancholrae,  Hull,  and 


Ludd,  but  by  far  the  best  results  have  been  on  the 
latter  river,  where  at  Austin  Fen  and  Firebeacon 
some  nice  catches  of  roach  have  been  made.  The 
weather  locally  during  the  week  has  been  very  fine, 
but  cold  at  times  with  frosty  mornings,  not  at  all 
conducive  to  sport  in  roach  fishing,  although  a  few 
good  dace  have  been  taken  in  the  Hempholme  dis- 
trict of  the  river  Hull  with  maggots ;  and  odd 
good  bream  and  a  few  roach  have  been  secuied 
with  maggots  at  Wawne  and  Minto  Flatts.  The 
Oxonian  A.A.  wiU  wind  up  their  season  at  Figham 
on  Oct.  22,  and  the  St.  Leger  A.S.  will  also  hold  a 
match  on  the  same  day  in  the  vicinity  of  Miekle- 
dyke.  This  club  I  hear  are  open  for  a  few  new 
members,  their  fourth  match  to  take  place  on  Dec. 
17  on  the  HuU,  at  Wilfholm.  Pike  fishing  has  been 
good  during  the  week,  both  in  top  stretches  of  the 
Hull,  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  but  chiefly  in  live  baitfishing.  Some  good  dace 
and  roach  are  also  being  .taken  at  Sodhouse  Lock 
and  Land  o'  Nod,  both  places  being  worthy  of  a 
visit  should  the  weather  continue  fine  ;  both  maggot, 
paste,  and  redworms  account  for  decent  fish,  and 
with  the  latter  bait  a  few  nice  perch  have  been 
secured.  The_  East  Riding  A.S.,  who  meet  at  the 
Pacific  Hotel,  Hull,  have  fixed  Nov.  24  for  their 
annual  dinner  and  prize  presentation, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  correspondent  writing  from  Northwich,  a  place 
very  much  frequented  by  many  of  our  county  rods, 
writes  to  say  that  several  roach  taken  lately  in  the 
canal  at  Broken  Cross  were  found  far  advanced  in 
spawn.  One  fine  specimen  taken  last  Saturday  was 
in  the  same  condition.  Somehow  the  seasons 
are  terribly  mixed  up.  The  Weaste  Anglers, 
winners  of  the  West  Salford  Challenge  Shield, 
which  they  expect  next  Tuesday,  fished  a  match 
at  Irlam,  and  for  small  weights  awarded  six 
prizes,  Mr.  W.  Burrows  heading  the  list.  War- 
rington anglers  appear  to  be  very  unfortunate 
in  their  visits  to  Chester.  Something  like  a  record 
for  blanks  has  been  established.  However^  they 
do  not  often  get  water  beaten  at  Malverley.  At 
Bolton  the  ceremonies  of  presenting  challenge 
trophies  have  not  been  appreciated,  football  seems 
to  have  been  a  greater  attraction. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  new  club,  the  Devonshire  Socials,  have  not 
been  long  in  getting  thoroughly  established,  and  by 
way  of  cementing  the  same,  intend  fishing  their 
maiden  match  during  the  present  month.  Next 
Wednesday  (Oct.  25)  the  Royal  Walton  A.S.  will 
hold  their  annual  dinner,  etc.  As  an  earnest  of 
their  intentions  to  improve  their  private  waters 
they  have  placed  large  orders  for  stock  fish.  The 
Moss  Side  Socials  are  going  strong,  and  so  fast  are 
new  members  being  accepted  that  the  limit  will 
soon  be  reached.  The  first  lot  of  trout  for  stocking 
may  be  expected  early  in  November.  Several 
of  our  city  rods  who  attempted  a  final  day  on 
the  Dee  were  disappointed,  so  the  season  closed 
without  regret.  The  frosts  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week  roused  pike  hunters'  hopes,  but  the  sudden 
return  of  open  weather  soon  put  a  stop  to  their 
preparations.  The  George  A.S.  has  for  the  third 
time  elected  Mr.  C.  Whitehurst  president ;  they 
had  a  good  year. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Doings  have  been  comparatively  quiet  on  the 
Trent  since  Monday  (Oct.  16).  Colder  weather  has 
set  in,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  nine  degrees  of  frost 
were  registered.  Previously  heavy  rains  had  fallen, 
and  these  produced  a  rise  of  a  couple  of  feet.  The 
extra  water  was  extremely  thick,  and  was  pro- 
bably due  to  the  swollen  state  of  the  Derwent 
or  ijove.  Some  few  lots  of  roach  have  been 
secured  on  the  Wilford  (lower)  waters  with 
bread  paste,  Mr.  W.  H.  Briggs,  amongst  other 
punt  anglers,  creeling  lOJlb.  in  a  couple  of 
hours'  fishing.  Bank  fishers  were  fairly  suc- 
cessful. On  Saturday  Mr.  H.  Bennett  and  your 
correspondent  had  a  final  try  for  a  barbel  in  the 
Averham  district.  A  favourite  deep  "  levy  "  was 
selected,  and  greaves  was  the  bait  relied  on.  The 
fish,  however,  were  not  on,  and  we  retired  with 
sundry  big  chub.  Mr.  W.  Denman,  of  the  City 
Piscatorials,  got,  before  the  change,  a  choice  pike  or 
two  from  Staythorpe,  and  fish  were  taken  at 
Shelford,  Stoke,  and  Hazlef ord.  The  rise  has  already 
cleansed  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  had  grown  very 
foul  and  stale  through  the  long  continued  lowness 
of  the  water.  It  is  bound  to  improve  sport,  especially 
as  regards  the  use  of  the  various  kinds  of  worm  for 
hook  bait.  Canal  anglers  in  the  Cotgrave  district 
have  been  kUling  plenty  of  roach  and  small  bream  ; 
beyond  Cotgrave  there  has  been  little  water  for 
weeks  past.  At  the  time  of  writing,  rain  was  again 
falling,  though  in  the  meantime  the  Trent  had 
dropped  more  than  a  foot. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  bitterly  cold  for  several 
days.  Sharp  frosts  at  night,  which  have  been  very 
destructive  to  vegetables  and  flowers,  and  some  of 
the  gardens  have  a  woeful  appearance,  but  the  days 
have  been  sunny,  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been 
out  and  sport  good ;  the  Teme  is  the  river  most 
patronised.  Mr.  Avery,  of  the  City  Club,  weighed 
in  some  lovely  grayling,  close  on  a  pound  each. 
Messrs.  G.  Haynes  and  S.  Knight  close  up  for  weight, 
and  the  latter  gentleman,  besides  grayling,  had  a 
fine  lot  of  dace.  Messrs.  Martin  Perks  and  H.  J. 
Probert  had  a  grand  day  on  Monday,  Oct.  16,  the 
maggot  the  bait  used,  the  catch  being  over  ^cwt. 
between  them,  chub,  dace,  and  grayling.  The  rivers 
are  full  of  leaves,  and  they  trouble  the  angler  sadly 
— a  good  fiush  of  water  to  carry  them  away  would 
be  a  blessing.  The  River  Severn  has  provided  very 
good  sport  for  the  coarse  fisherman.  Messrs.  Hayes. 
Williams,  Thompson,  and  Sayers  had  capital 
catches  of  roach  and  flounders,  others  heavy  ba^^kets 
of  chub,  and  the  pike  have  been  well  on  the  feed. 
H.  Lewis  had  three  fish,  using  the  spoonbait,  81b. , 
61b.,  and  41b.;  E.  Sandford,  two,  5lb.  and  7lb.,  and 
E.  Tyler,  York  Hou=e  Club,  had  several  good  fish  ; 
Messrs.  Jones  and  Simmonds  had  a  day  in  private 
water,  and  caught  eleven  fish,  not  one  over  51b. 
weight,  and  several  good  fish  have  been  caught  with 
live  baits  in  the  Avon.  The  Barboume  Club  had 
their  last  contest  on  Oct.  15.  Unfortunately  their 
lines  did  not  fall  in  pleasant  places,  and  only  two 
prizes  were'won,  which  will  necessitate  a  bye-contest 
to  fish  off  the  remaining  prizes. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Local  anglers  have  had  a  quiet  time  lately.  The 
weather  has  been  such  that  fair  sport  was  only 
possible  now  and  then,  for  when  cold,  blustery 
winds  did  not  prevail  and  render  fishing  difficult, 
the  state  of  the  waters  often  prevented  successful 
casting.  The  Swale  (Catterick  and  Richmond  dis- 
trict) and  the  Ure  (Boroughbridge)  have  yielded 
a  few  fine  grayling,  which  occasionally  rose  to 
the  fly.  Rain  is  much  wanted  in  the  higher 
reaches  of  the  Nidd,  and  local  rodmen  return- 
ing from  Knaresborough  report  that  catches 
continue  small.  The  night  frosts  bhould  have 
the  effect  of  moving  the  grayling.  Nice  pike 
have  been  taken  with  the  Harrogate  spinner, 
and  a  few  good  roach  creeled.  P.C.  Severn,  the 
head  water  bailiff  to  the  Driffield  Anglers'  Club,  has 
turned  into  the  Driffield  Navigation,  near  Wansford, 
about  five  hundred  roach,  dace  and  grayling.  On 
Oct.  14,  a  party  belonging  to  Castleford  Old  Club, 
about  thirty  in  number,  journeyed  to  Selby  and 
had  an  enjoyable  competition.  Mr.  W.  Donaldson, 
of  Selby,  was  successful  in  catching  fish  which 
turned  the  scales  at  9Jlb.,  and  won  the  premier 
prize.  He  was  closely  followed  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Thackray,  of  Rothwell,  whose  fish  weighed  SJlb. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  bright  and  calm 
generally  throughout  the  country,  and  sport  has 
not  been  good  on  those  waters  still  open  for  angling. 
Salmon  especially  rose  badly,  and  trout  were  also 
slow  in  rising.  On  the  great  majority  of  waters  the 
season  has  been  either  a  poor  or  indifferent  one, 
and  it  is  probable  that  it  will  not  end  very  well  on 
those  waters  still  open.  Sea  angling  continues  to 
yield  splendid  sport  at  all  the  fishing  stations  on 
the  southern  and  western  coasts  wherever  anglers 
have  been  out. 

NoBXH  OF  Ireland. 

The  season  closed  on  the  Faughan  and  its 
tributaries  and  the  Roe  on  Oct.  10.  The 
Maine  ran  down  into  good  order  during  the 
week,  but  the  weather  conditions  were  adverse 
to  the  good  sport  which  characterises  this  stream 
in  the  closing  month.  The  movement  in  favour 
of  the  protection  and  improvement  of  the  Irish 
Fisheries  would  get  liberal  support  if  the  pro- 
jectors would  stop  theorising  and  deign  to  do 
something  practical  in  the  way  of  removing  some  of 
the  glaring  causes  of  the  decline  of  our  fisheries. 
In  fishing  a  river  recently,  one  which  was  a  splendid 
salmon  and  trout  river  a  few  years  ago,  I  found  the 
entire  volume  of  water  going  through  a  mill 
race,  and  not  a  drop  over  the  weir.  This  mill 
is  constantly  going  day  and  night  except  on 
Sunday's,  so  that  tlie  run  of  salmon  and  big  trout 
is  limited  to  a  few  hours  weekly  and  then  only 
when  there  is  a  flood.  So  open  and  fearless  is 
the  poaching  on  this  stream  that  the  percentage  of 
fish  which  reaches  the  upper  waters  is  infinitesimal. 
The  enforcement  of  the  existing  laws,  and  the 
patrolling  of  the  rivers  by  state  paid  bailiffs  or 
police,  both  during  the  open  and  close  season,  are 
the  real  panacea  for  the  ills  of  our  fisheries. 
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THE  GEORGE  INN, 

WRAYSBURY,  BUCKS. 


Ten  minutes  from  L.  &  S.  W,  Station. 
The  same  from  river.    Fisherman  and 
punt  provided.    Special  week-end  terms. 
Weekly  board  from  21.s. 


u 


Ready  in  Decerabei'.   Price  20b. 

THE 


For  1906,  Containino 

Over  2,ooo  Pages  of  Condensed 
Commercial  Matter. 

I'ompi'ises 

London  and  Suburban  Maps, 

Divided  iuto  sections,  Iwimil  in  atlas  form,  to 
obviate  tlie  folding  necesiitated  by  a  lai-ge  sheet 
map ;   and  indicating  the    Roads,  Railways, 
Canals,  Churches,  Boniidaries,  Altitudes,  eti-. 

London  Street  Guide, 

Showin;;  the  position  of  each  of  the  Streets, 
Roads,  Lanes,  Avenues,  S(|uares,  Markets,  Piers, 
Mercantile  Buildings,  <fee.,  with  index  letters 
enabling  it  to  be  promptly  located  on  the  map. 

London  Commercial  Directory, 

An  Alphabetical  Register  of  the  Wholesale  aM<l 
Retail  Businesses,  Companies  and  Institutions  of 
London,  and  the  Wholesale  Businesses,  and 
Public  Institutions  of  the  Suburbs. 

London  Trade  Directory, 

A  Classified    Register    of    Bu.siuesses,  etc., 
arranged    under    more   than    1,300  Trade 
Headings,  which  are  connected  by  exhaustive 
Referenoes  with  their  kindred  trades. 

List  of  Export  Mercliants, 

Showing  the  description  of  Goods  shipped,  and 
the  Foreign  Markets  supplied,  thus  enabling 
,  manufacturers  to  select  the  names  of  Imna  fitlc 
'  exporters  known  to  deal  in  their  class  of  goods. 

List  of  Steamship  Lines, 

Arranged  under  the  Ports  to  which  they  sail, 
witli  the  approximate  Sailings  to  each  Port, 
thus  showing  at  a  glance  the  various  lines  to 
each  Home,  Foreign,  or  Colonial  Port. 

Suburban  Trade  Directory, 

A  combination  of  Local  Trade  Directories 
covering  more  than  200  Suburban  Districts, 
and  suitable  for  circularising,  for  canvassing,  or 
for  ordinary  reference  pui  poses. 


Orders  should  bk  Sknt  Diukct  to 

The  London  Directory  Company,  Ltd., 

25,  AbchuTch  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR  CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 
Always  Ready  pok  Use. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  1/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d, 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38.  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


AVOID  DIRTY  DUBBINS 

and  use  "W.H.V.,"the  clean  liquid 


I 


ALL  ABSORBED. 
NOTHING  LEFT  TO  RUB  OFF. 

Sample  tins,  6d.  and  1/-,  post  free  from 
W.H.V.,  10,  Basinghall  St.,  E.C. 


I 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVBRTISB  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted  "  advtB.,  25  words  tor  Is.,  prepaid. 
AddrecB:  "Observer"  Office.  Bournemouth 


For  chaps, 
ROUGHNESS 

OF  SKIN,  ETC. 

Occasioned  by 
Cold  orHKAT.  It  ] 
Softens   and  Ira- 
proves  theHandg, 
Face,  and  Skin  | 
generally. 

OSBORNE,  BAUER  &  CHEESEMAN, 

19,  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street,  London, 


WORLD-RENOWNED  ^ 

'Glycerine  &  Honey  Jelly" 


INVALUABLE 

FOR 
FISHERMEN. 


Siilil  liy  all  Chein- 
intH  and  Stores,  in 

Metiillic  Tubes, 
6d.  and  Is.,  ni- 
sent  jioHta^fe  free 
fur  utainps  by  Pro- 
prietors, 


Pt  rf  uitiers  to  Her  Late 
Majesty  Queen  VictoriH, 

w. 


THE     CHA113IING     WEST  COUNTRY. 

THE  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 

EXl'RKSS  SEllVICKS  ;rivi-  t'\or>-  lability  for  travel  to 


THE  BOLD  &  ATTRACTIVE 
COASTS  OF 

DEVON  and 
CORNWALL. 


THE  CHARMING  HILLS 
and  VALLEYS  of 

SOMERSET  and 
DORSET. 


THE  GRANDEUR 
ENGLISH 
BRISTOL  CHANNELS 


THE  ROMANTIC 

EXMOOR 

and  RUGGED 

DARTMOOR. 


XaOKmOZa"  and 

Plymouth  i 

I  4  his.  25  niin. 

Newquay  , 

,  6    ,,    45  ,, 

Falmoutli  , 

,  6    „    4S  ,, 

St.  Ives  , 

,  7    ,,     10  „ 

Penzance 

7    ,,  — 

Full  particulars 
The  Superintendent  of  the  Line, 


can  bo  obtained  free  on  applii-ation  to 

Great  Western  Railway,  Paddington  Station,  London. 

.(AMES  ('.  INCUS,  Genii al  ManaRer. 


RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

Beared  u  mnch  on  natural  ai  artificial  food  ;  lold  by  minimum  meaiorement,  not  by  avetage 
length.    Mollnaca,  Crustaceani,  Water  Planti,  &a. 

"  PEPTO,"— Peptonised  Fish  Meal— made  from  pore  flah  and  pepilne.  Bole  BiltUli 
Agent.   Inspection  Invited.    Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  lUt  \o— 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Riffmaden  Fishery,  Kirkbv  Lonsdale. 


TO 

SEA  ANGLERS  ONLY 


THE  PATENT 

GRIP"  SEA  LEAD 


has  been  placed  before  the  public  with  the  object 
of  supplying  a  long-felt  want  in  Sea  Tackle. 

The  Invention  will  be  found  te  effectually 
prevent  that  Drifting  and  Twisting  action  of 
the  ordinary  sea  leads  in  strong  currents  and 
tides  which  has  alw.aya  proved  so  objectionable 
to  Anglers. 

An  8  oz.  "Grip"  Lead  will  be  found  more 
useful  than  an  ordinary  lead  of  12  oz. 

The  minimum  of  weight  has  been  obtained, 
thereby  reducing  the  labour  of  winding  in,  and 
I)reventing  undue  strain  upon  the  winch  and  rod. 

These  Leads,  which  are  made  in  five  sizes, 
2,  4,  (!,  S,  and  12  oz.,  can  be  obtained  of  nearly 
all  the  ju-incipal  .Tackle  Dealers  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  a  list  of  whom  will  be  forwarded,  post 
free,  on  application  to  the  Manufacturers, 

F.  &  G.  ARTHUR, 

416, 

MOORGATE  STATION  CHAMBERS, 

E.G. 


ROYAL  Choral  Society, 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

Patron:   HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 


Coiidiietor : 

Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O.,M.A„Mus,D, 

THIRTY-FIFTH  SEASON,  190S-B. 

Prospectus. 

The  Series  will  comprise  EIGHT  CONCERTS, 
at  w  hich  the  following  Works  will  be  performed  : 

Nov.  9.— "EII,rAH." 

Dec.    7.—"  THE  GOLDEN  LEGEND  "  and  "THE 

REVENGE." 
Jan.    1.— "MESSLA.H." 

Jan.  25.—"  BRAHM'S  REftUIEM "  and  "  HYMN 

OF  PRAISE." 
Feb.  28.— "THE  REDEKPTION." 
Mar.  22.— "THE  DREAM  OF  GERONTITIS." 
ApriUS.— "MESSIAH." 

May    3.— "CREATION"  (Parts  1  and  2),  and 
"BLEST  PAIR  OF  SYRENS." 


haue  been  engaged  : 
Mr.  William  Green 
Mr.  .John  Coates 
Mr.  Lloyd  Chandos 
Mr.  Charles  .Saunders 
Mr.  Vivian  Bennetts 
Mr.  Watkin  Mills 
Mr.D.FfrangconDavies 
Mr.  Dalton  Baker 
Mr.  Dan  Price 
Mr.  Harry  Dearth 
Mr.  Frederick  Ranalow 
Mr.  Francis  Harford 
Mr.  Bertram  Mills 
Mr.  Montague  Borwell 


The  following  Artists 
Madame  Sobrino 
Miss  Evangeline  Florence 
Miss  Agnes  NichoUs 
Madame  Emily  Scpiire 
Jliss  Gleeson-White 
Jlrs.  Henry  .T.  Wood 
Miss  Nannie  Tout 
Miss  Edith  Patching 
M.ulame  Clara  Butt 
iladame  Kirkby  Lunn 
Miss  Emily  Foxcroft 
Miss  Alice  Lakin 
iladanie  Amy  Dewhurst 
Mr.  Ben  Davies 

Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR,  F.R.C.O. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000  Performers. 

Of  the  Eight  Concerts  to  be  given  Seven  will 
be  included  in  the  Subscription  Series.  Prices 
of  Subscription  for  these  Seven  Concerts  :  Stalls, 
£2  2s.  ;  Arena,  £1  ]5s.  ;  Balcony  (reserved),  £1 

Prices  of  Tickets  for  each  Concert:  Stalls, 
7*'.  Gd.  ;  Arena,  6*-.  ;  Balcony  (reserved),  5s., 
unreserved,  4s. 

Subscribers  names  can  now  be  received,  seats 
secured,  and  prospectuses  obtained,  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  agents. 

FIRST  CONCERT,  THURSDAY,  Nov.  9th,  at  8 

Mendelssohn's  "ELIJAH." 

Artiste : 

Madame  Emily  Squire,  Madame  Kirkby  Lunn, 
Mr.  Lloyd  Chandos,  and  Mr.  Dalton  Baker. 


On  receipt  of  an  addresaed  envelops 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addresa 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2S. ;  6  doz.  for  js.  6d. ; 
or  13  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackl* 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

<Jolin  mriilte  Ad  Bonsj 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


Read  rrbia. 


FISH  CULTURE. 

WANTED, 

A  Man  with  knowledge  of  Trout  breeding, 
an  expert  spawner,  and  able  to  conduct 
correspondence. — Apply,  stating  age,  ex- 
perience, and  wages  required,  to  Messrs. 
Andkews,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
Haslemere. 


ROD  TIMBER.  ,1 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash,  j 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  foe  || 

Rod  Making.     Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lials  on  appllmlion. 


GRAYLING  FISHERS 

SHOULD  HEAD  jj 

Mr.  H.  A.  Rolfs  new  Book  | 
on  Grayling  Fishing. 

182  pp. 

A  complete  treatise  on  Wet  and  Dry  Fly 
Fishing,  with  list  of  special  flies  and  it 
dressings,  and  full  instructions  as  to 
how,  when,  and  where  to  fish. 

Price  S/3,  post  free,  ol 

Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

15a,  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.C. 


QUEEN'S  HALL, 

LANG  HAM  PLACE,  W. 

Hole  Lessees  :  CHAPPELL  &  CO.,  Ltd. 


THE 

LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA, 

LTD. 

THE  DIRECTORS  HAVE  MUCH  PLEASIRB 
IN  ANNOUNCING  THEIR 

SECOND  SERIES  OF 

Symphony  Concerts 

Consisting  of  Four  EVENING  CONCERTS  on 
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The  cold  snap  and  the  atmospheric  disturbances 
have  put  the  fish  off  the  take,  and  since  Oct.  12 
there  has  been  a  clean  slump  in  salmoa  and  sea- 
trout  angling,  just  when  things  were  beginning  to 
lium. 


There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  all  the  rivers  yet  open, 
and  the  nest  week  should  crown  all  previous 
records  for  this  erratic  season  with  anything  like 
"  half  a  chance. 


The  brown  trout  season  closed  on  Saturday  last 
all  over  Scotland.  It  was  a  poor  fly  season  for  the 
want  of  more  water. 


How  free,  or  nominally  free,  waters  are  abused ! 
»  )n  Monday  last,  at  6  a.m.  (scarcely  daylight),  there 
were  sixteen  rods  on  the  Kintore  Burgh  water,  and 
by  9  a.m.  the  number  had  actually  increased  to 
thirty — and  a  mile  or  so  of  water  with  one  good 
he  Idiog  salmon  pool ! 


All  the  week  through  the  average  has  been  about 
a  score  of  rods  plying  fly,  worm,  minnow — minnow, 
worm,  fly  from  mom  to  dewy  eve,  and  all  for  eight 
tish  amongst  them  for  the  week.  Some  of  them 
with  something  else. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  entertained  their 
guests,  tenants,  and  the  Duff  Highlanders  to  a 
isusical  and  variety  treat  at  Mar  Lodge  on  Oct.  13, 
t!ie  artists  coming  from  London  and  Glasgow  for 
the  purpose. 


This  is  the  s-ignal  with  the  ducal  party  that  their 
season  is  about  over.  Her  Royal  Highness  has  had 
some  excellent  sport  on  the  Mar  Lodge  water,  and 
will  not  lose  an  hour  now  right  on  to  the  end.  The 
fi-h  are  now  off  colour. 


The  local  salmon  "  market "  for  poached  fish  is 
down  to  3d.  per  pound.  This  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  the  dealers  in  disposing  of  it,  being  so 
closely  watched.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
fraternity,  after  trudging  into  town  with  a  25- 
pounder  from  Woodside,  near  Aberdeen,  had  to 
trudge  back  again  and  eat  it,  failing  to  get  even  the 
current  threepence.  Special  Scotch. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Fkog.— Apply  "H.   B.,"   12,  Church  Grove, 
Lenton,  Nottingham. 


letters  to  the  Ebitor, 

.  [We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  owr  Correspondents,] 

BEING  HUNG  UP. 

Dear  Sib, — Replying  to  Brother  Peckia  about 
the  "  hooked  weigtit  " — of  course,  the  lightest  that 
would  be  effective  should  be  employed,  and  need 
not  weigh  more  than  a  few  otmces. 

I  picked  up  a  small  brass  model  of  an  ordinary 
anchor,  about  2^in.  or  3in.  long,  at  a  foreign  shop 
where  some  fishing  tackle  was  sold  ;  but  I  lound  it 
too  light,  so  I  attached  it  to  an  ordinary  heavier 
hinged  brass  clearing  ring,  leaving  the  flukes  well 
exposed,  and  this  I  found  to  work  well. 

I  regret  never  having  possessed  one  of  the 
shaped  blades  refened  to  by  Mr.  Whitty,  which  I 
should  think  would  be  a  better  article  so  long  ks  it 
escaped  rust,  and  particularly  it  the  fly  gallows 
was  within  reach  of  one's  rod,  and  the  point  of  this 
was  not  too  flexible  to  place  the  blade  in  position 
with.  Even  then  a  weight  might  perhaps  be 
attached,  and  the  united  contrivance  skilfully 
thrown  so  as  to  hook  the  branch  to  be  cut. 

One  may  often  notitOj  that  a  fly  link  has  coiled 
round  a  twig  and  then  lodged  in  ttie  bow  of  the 
hook,  effecting  a  jam,  only  to  be  released  by  breaking 
the  branch  or  the  tackle.  This  happened  to  me 
one  day  when  I  had  n  >  clearer  with  ine,  but  for- 
tunately a  good  length  of  strong  cord.  I  cut  part 
of  a  lorked  bianch  roughly  into  a  hooked  shape, 
and  lashing  to  it  an  elongated  pebble  with  my  cord, 
threw  it  over  the  obstructive  branch  at  j-ome  dis- 
tance from  the  fly,  caught  it,  and  hauled  on  the 
string  till  I  got  the  entanglement  near  enough  to 
break  otl  the  twig,  and  saved  my  cast,  as  well  as  a 
fly  I  did  not  wish  to  lose. 

Releasing  the  cord  suddenly  the  spring  of  the 
branch  tnrew  off  my  improvised  clearer,  which, 
thus  recovered,  remained  in  office  for  some  time. 

Theoretically,  I  suppose  one  should  never  get 
hung  up,  but  practically  it  is  a  catastrophe  at  times 
impossible  to  avoid.  A  cast  may  be  delivered,  and 
when  the  flies  are  far  on  their  way  some  invisible 


current  of  air  may  divert  them  into  a  bush,  or  this 
may  happen  after  recovery  when  they  are  behind 
one,  or  other  things  may  cause  the  trouble.  In  any 
case,  whatever  may  aid  towards  rectifying  an 
undeserved  misfortune  is  worth  consideration. — 
Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 


OIL  FOR  DRY  FLIES  AND  GNATS. 

Dear  Sir, — When  an  editor  expresses  a  wish  for 
information,  a  reader  who  has  axes  to  grind  should 
try  and  help  if  he  can.  Can  oil  for  the  dry  fly  be 
medicated  so  as  to  act  as  a  deterrent  to  the  gnat 
tribe  ?  At  first  sight  it  appears  impossible,  let  but 
the  man  who  knows  come  along,  and  it  becomes  an 
actual  fact,  but  I  do  not  know  him.  I  believe 
with  the  old  Yorkshireman  who,  speaking  about 
trout  and  their  ways,  said,  "  We  naw  naught  abaat 
'em,"  and  if  roach,  etc.,  will  take  an  odoriferous 
bait,  why  not  trout  ?  Who  will  experiment  ?  Will 
you,  Mr.  Editor,  when  visiting  Vyrnwy  ?  Could 
you  persuade  "  Val  Conson  "  to  try  it  on  the  locks 
of  the  imcomparable  Miss  Tupp  ?  Bye-the-bye, 
who  are  the  "  Tupp "  family  ?  They  are  not  in 
your  edition  of  "  Debrett,"  nor  in  the  Field.  1 
would  try  it,  but  holidays  are  few  and  trout  are 
too  well  fed — ours  are ;  I  stripped  a  2|^-pounder 
(Leven),  and  was  surprised  to  see  a  quantity  of 
fresh-water  snail  shells  (about  a  thimbleful)  come 
from  him.  The  principal  ingredients  in  gnat  lotions 
are  eucalyptus  oil,  tincture  of  wormwood,  and 
tincture  of  insect  powder ;  in  America  they  use  tar — 
which  ?  Stockholm,  birch,  or  gas,  all  are  nauseous. 
Like  Lord  Derby,  pi'.re,  I  would  rather  have  the 
gout.  Now  for  the  ax^rs.  We  are  troubled  in  our 
reservoir  with  two  epidemics  of  spawning — first 
Levens  g'^t  it,  then  the  rainbows  follow  later  on. 
Some  fifty  dead  and  dying  have  been  picked  up 
this  year  in  a  forty- acre  sheet  of  water ;  can  any  of 
your  readers  give  any  information  about  it,  or 
throw  any  light  on  the  question  ? 

What  is  the  length  of  a  fair  average  working 
cast  ?  "  Val  Conson  "  a  few  weeks  ago  spoke  of 
one  25yd.  long;  "Red  Palmer"  quotes  the  late 
D.  Fi  ster  as  saying,  "It  is  difficult  to  strike  a  fish 
at  the  end  of  a  I6yd.  or  18yd.  cast."  Will  any  of 
ours  give  their  experience  ? 

Reservoir  fishing  is  akin  to  loch  fishing,  and 
different  to  stream,  especially  in  flies — why  is  it  ? 
They  tou-h  each  other  with  us  in  four  cases,  March 
Brown,  May,  Sedge,  and  Alder ;  in  the  case  of  the 
last,  the  fish  will  not  touch  it  in  May,  where  Francis 
and  others  place  it,  but  in  August  and  September 
it  is  the  favourite  with  them. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  thank  "  Royal  Navy  " 
for  his  answer  respecting  the  dressing  of  the 
"  Butel.«»r,"  also  to  "  Arro  "  for  his  article  on  "  Cast- 
ing." I  do  wish  the  latter  would  give  us  more  of 
the  history  how  he  arrived  at  the  terminus  of  "  a 
straight  and  taut  line."  Angling  with  fly  is  200 
years  old,  but  it  is  still  one  of  the  inexact  arts  yet, 
compared  with,  say,  photography,  only  sixty  or 
seventy  years  old. — Yours  truly.  Landrail. 

Doncaster. 

[A  working  cast  depends  on  the  working  man, 
but  far  more  fish  are  killed  with  casts  under  15yd. 
than  over. — Ed. J 

TROUT  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  FERN, 
CO.  DONEGAL,  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a 
letter  appearing  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  30  respecting 
tiout  fishing  on  Lough  Fern,  co.  Donegal,  and 
having  a  very  special  knowledge  of  thii  lough,  I 
can  say  that  Mr.  Shrubsole's  statements  are  in  no 
way  exaggerated. 

To  my  certain  knowledge  four  to  five  dozen 
trout  have  frequently  been  killed  in  the  lough  in 
one  day  by  one  rod,  and  I  have  myself  killed  forty 
trout  from  three  o'clock  on  an  afternoon  in  June, 
1904.  Mr.  Shrubsole  does  not  say  that  four  to 
five  dozen  is  a  daily  average  take,  nor  do  I  know 
of  any  water  in  the  British  Isles  giving  this  result 
everyday;  but  I  do  say  that  Mr.  Danby's  admis 
.sion  that  "an  old  angler  killed  240  trout  in  May  " 
fully  bears  out  Mr.  Shrubsole's  statement  when  it 
is  remembered  that  the  weather  in  May  was  of  the 
worst  pos-ible  description  from  an  angler's  point  of 
view,  and  I  h>ive  no  doubt  the  "  old  angler's " 
basket  on  some  of  the  days  was  very  light,  while 
those  on  which  it  was  heavy  show  that  the  lough 
must  get  the  credit  given  to  it  by  Mr.  Shrubsole. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  no  one  should  take 
last  season  as  a  criterion  of  the  capabilities  for 
sport  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  in  Donegal,  for  in 
fifteen  weeks  we  had  only  forty-eight  hours'  rain. — 
You'  S  truly,  M.  A.  McCreadie,  Proprietor. 

M'Devitt's  Hotel,  MUford, 
Co.  Donegal. 

FISHING  IN  BASUTOLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  anything 


about  the  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Maseru, 
the  capital  of  Basutoland,  as  I  am  going  there 
shortly. — Yours  truly,  G.  G.  Heslop. 

[In  conversations  I  had  with  the  late  Sir  Henry 
M.  Stanley,  who  may  be  said  to  have  opened  up 
Africa,  he  told  me  that  most  of  the  lakes  and 
rivers  ha  met  with  held  good  fish  of  various  kinds, 
including  voracious  fish  of  prey,  fish  of  the  carp 
family,  catfish,  and,  in  the  smaller  streams,  fish 
like  our  dace  and  roach.  Stanley  did  not  care 
about  sport,  and  only  shot  game  for  food.  I  told 
him  if  he  had  been  an  angler  he  w  juld  always  have 
been  able  to  get  food  when  near  a  river  or  lake, 
and  have  saved  many  lives.  I  advise  Mr.  Heslop 
to  take  tackle  and  rods  suitable  for  mahseer  fishing, 
and  spinning  baits  with  very  strong  triangles; 
also  lighter  tackle  for  smaller  fish.  I  hope  Mr. 
H.  will  tell  us  how  he  gets  on. — Ed. J 

SALMON  ANGLING  ON  FRENCH  RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Salmon  angling  on  French  rivers  is 
generally  free  of  charge.  A  licence  is  only  necessary 
to  fish  club  waters.  It  may  be  obtained  easily 
enough  by  writing  or  paying  a  visit  to  the  secretary 
of  the  club.  I  know  of  few  examples  of  a  gentle- 
man not  being  admitted  in  these  conditions  as  a 
temporary  member,  and,  provided  the  payment  of  a 
variable  entrance  fee,  the  tourist  angler  will  be 
allowed  to  enjoy  the  same  rights  as  the  other 
members  of  the  club. 

It  ought  to  be  added  that  some  angling  clubs 
have  establishe  1  the  rule  of  having  the  number 
of  their  members  strictly  limited.  The  rented 
water  is  then  something  of  a  private  water  rather 
than  a  club  one,  and  leave  to  fish  is  not  granted 
to  anyone  who  is  not  personally  known  to  the 
members. — Yours  truly.  Major  L.  Giraud. 


PORCELAIN  ROD  RINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  tried  porcelain  rings  on 
several  rods,  and  am  intending  to  put  them  on  all 
my  rods  of  every  sort,  sea  and  other  rods.  Before 
doing  this,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  if  you  or  your 
readers  can  tell  me  of  any  objection  to  these 
porcelain  rings.  There  may  be  some  defect  in 
them  that  I  have  not  discovered. — Yours  tiuly, 
John  Holt  Schooling. 

[I  have  found  no  defect  in  good  smooth  porcelain 
rings  on  my  rods — on  the  contrary.  If  anyone  haa 
found  defects  I  hope  they  will  tell  us. — Ed. J 

SOME  SEA  ANGLING  BAITS. 
Dear  Sir, — As  a  general  rule  nothing  is  so  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  of  a  true  sportsman  as  the 
poacher  and  his  various  methods  and  engines  of 
destruction,  but  every  rule  has  its  exception,  and 
an  occasional  interlude  of  poaching  and  approxima- 
tion to  its  methods  has  before  now  and  will  again 
draw  many  a  one  from  the  virtuous  paths  habitually 
followed. 

I  am  betrayed  into  these  reflections  by  the  article 
of  Sept.  30  by  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay  attacking  the 
"  ripper,"  or,  as  I  have  heard  it  more  graphically 
described,  and  perhaps  more  truthfully,  the  "mur- 
derer." 

Let  it  be  understood  in  limine  that  this  letter  ia 
non-controversial,  it  may  even  be  considered  as  a 
confession  of  weakness  and  a  craving  for  the  for- 
bidden, hereditary  in  mankind  on  the  maternal 
side.  Well,  my  friend  and  I.  somewhat  stale  with 
the  grind  of  life,  sought  relief  from  the  worry  of 
work  ia  the  north-west  of  Scotland;  each  of  us 
has  shot  and  fishad  on  everv  opp  u  tunity  since  that 
daylong  ago  when  he  could  first  lift  an  ILt.  rod 
or  handle  a  71  b.  gun,  and  untJ  now  has  had  no 
particular  occasion  to  conceal  his  identity  on  account 
of  any  sporting  affair.  Your  conti  ibutor  writes  not 
under  any  nam  de  plume,  as  I  fear  we  must  do  for 
reasons  which  will  be  understood  when  this  letter 
has  been  perused  by  even  a  careless  reader. 

We  had  not  been  too  successful  with  either  salmon, 
sea  or  brown  trout,  as  dreams  of  imagination  had 
promised  when  we  left  home  by  the  mi  Jnight  train 
and  rushed  north  a  month  before.  It  was  now 
nearly  the  end  of  August,  so  we  denied  ourseh  es 
tie  delights  of  luring  the  fresh-water  fish  and 
deserted  them  for  a  d  ty  of  deep  sea  fishins;.  Alas  ! 
when  we  reached  the  sea-lojh  where  our  boat  was 
moored  we  found  indeed  every  sign  of  a  periect 
day  seaward — more  than  a  capful  of  wind,  but  no 
land  or  sea  bait  procurable  for  love  or  money.  The 
sturdy  Highlind  man  who  ajted  as  our  boatman, 
however,  was  ready  with  suggestioiis — that  of 
trolling  for  the  coarse  and  unacceptable  coalfish, 
or  even  the  lively  lythe,  was  in  vigorous  language 
dismissed.  We  migot,  he  said,  take  "murderers," 
and  he  knew  where  to  get  them.  We  were  tempted, 
we  fell,  and  within  halt  an  hour  we  had  in  the  boat 
as  our  sporting  companions  three  "  murderers." 

Usually  luy  triend  eeizes  every  available  oppor- 
tunity for  tiresome  arguments  as  to  tne  suitability 
of  anything  and  every tfiing  for  either  piesent  or 
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future  occasions  in  any  sort  of  weather  short  of  a 
gale,  which  would,  I  suppose,  fully  occupy  his 
attention.  Were  he  alone  in  a  boat  he  might  be 
taken  for  a  lunatic,  as  I  am  confident  he  would 
be  heard  arguing  it  out  with  the  forestay  or  peak 
halyard,  but  on  this  occasion  there  seemed  to  be  a 
wicked  look  of  satisfaction  in  his  eye  which  did 
duty  for  speech.  Evidently  he  had  been  at  this 
game  before.  On  the  first  tack  we  sailed  straight 
out  for  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  until  the 
purple  heathery  hills  behind  bleaded  with  the  grey 
rocks  into  one  long  blue  coastline,  broken  here  and 
there  by  a  patch  of  pure  white  sand  flashing  like 
a  heliogr  aph  as  the  scudding  clouds  gave  openings 
to  the  brilliant  summer  sunshine,  and  the  many 
mountams  of  the  Mackay  country  showed  their 
fantastic  outlines  clear  and  bold  on  the  horizon. 
Then  we  put  about,  and  after  another  long  leg  we 
hove  to  under  a  rocky  headland  on  which  perched 
a  lighthouse,  stowed  the  gib,  took  in  three  reefs 
in  the  mainsail,  and  with  the  foresail  aback  in  a 
fairly  stiff  breeze  we  moved  at  the  rate  of  about 
two  or  two  and  a  half  miles  an  hour. 

We  threw  overboard  the  "  murderers  "  attached 
to  a  thirty-fathom  line.  Now  and  then  they  touched 
the  bottom,  but  not  for  long,  for  this  is  an  unallow- 
able thing,  particularly  if  it  be  foul.  I  had  the 
first  experience,  which  seemed  to  me  to  consist  in 
a  sudden  and  deliberate  attempt  by  some  sea  monster 
to  pull  ine  out  of  the  boat.  In  a  moment  my  friend 
was  alongside,  with  his  eye  on  my  most  available 
leg,  but  assistance  was  unnecessary,  because  in 
another  moment  the  pressure  relaxed,  the  "  mur- 
derer "  was  hauled  in,  and  two  of  his  six  hooks,  on 
any  one  of  which  you  might  hang  a  two-stone  ham, 
were  found  snapped  off  in  the  middle. 

The  boatman  related  to  me  an  experience  he 
once  had  with  a  1801b.  halibut,  and  seemed  to 
think  my  fish  was  not  an  unworthy  competitor  of 
his  capture.  Of  course,  I  did  not  know  how  much 
to  believe.  I  had  been  warned  against  fishing 
stories,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  further  you  leave 
the  Border  in  a  northerly  direction  the  more  copious 
is  the  dilution  of  the  absolute  truth. 

I  will  not  weary  my  perhaps  younger  readers — I 
am  getting  on,  and  prolixity  and  verbosity  steal 
upon  one  with  the  years — but  the  shades  of  evening 
found  us  with  30  stone  of  codfish  and  ling  in  the 
boat,  and  the  wind  dying  away  to  almost  nothing. 
As  it  was  evident  we  should  not  moor  the  boat 
before  midnight,  I  inquired  how  my  friend  proposed 
to  deal  with  the  catch  when  we  got  ashore,  for  we 
had  two  miles  of  uphill  road  to  travel  before  we 
reached  home.  He  seemed  quite  unconcerned 
about  this.  Gradually  it  dawned  upon  me  he  was 
mentally  dividing  the  load  among  the  three  of  us. 
I  at  once  affected  some  slight  feeling  of  indisposition, 
and  this  grew,  steadily  if  almost  imperceptibly.  I 
asked  for  a  wine-glassful  of  neat  whisky,  my  particular 
aversion.  My  fiiend  became  sympathetic,  almost 
apprehensive,  felt  the  impossibility  of  getting  any- 
thing out  of  me,  and  shrank,  and  I  did  not  blame 
him,  from  carrying  nearly  15  stone  of  fish  on  his 
back  over  the  before  described  road. 

We  raided  innumerable  backyards  in  the  village 
for  a  wheelbarrow,  and  met  more  than  one  stern 
inquiry  from  an  upper  window  as  to  our  wants  and 
intentions.  Finally,  we  deposited  the  spoils  of 
either  sport  or  "murder"  under  a  boat  until  the 
morning,  when  we  fetched  it  away  by  proper  beasts 
of  burden. 

Well,  the  "  murderer  "  may  be  all  your  critic  says 
of  it,  and  we  may  be  degenerate  sportsmen,  but  we 
can  testify  to  his  doing  his  work  neatly — no  vulgar 
ripping,  nor  any  marks  of  external  violence  (so 
that  out  of  nineteen  cod  only  one  was  joul  hooked 
in  the  right  eye) — and,  like  a  gentleman,  he  refuses 
to  work  except  in  good  daylight,  in  full  sight  of  his 
victims,  anfl  the  more  polished  he  is  the  more  fatal 
he  is.  I  tell  you  a  real  good  day  with  him  will 
quicken  the  (low  of  blood  in  a  man  who  will  never 
see  sixty  again,  and  that  a  351b.  codfish  at  the  end 
of  a  line  30  fathoms  deep  can  sometimes  give  a 
thrilling  experience. 

My  friend  and  I  dare  not  append  our  signatures, 
and  must  be  known  to  your  numerous  readers  as 

the  POACHEES  OF  A  DaY. 


CHICAGO  TOURNAMENT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  loth  to  take  up  more  of  your 
space  in  defence  of  my  unpopular  opinions,  but  I 
will  be  as  suc<  in(  t  as  I  can  be. 

1.  Messrs.  Hardy  Brcis.  are  apparently  unaware 
that  the  Chicago  Tournament  was  held  (a)  in  the 
open,  i  nd  (6)  the  ca-ting  w<is  down  wind — condi- 
tions identioid  with  th'  se  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

2.  My  own  casting  is  not  particularly  relevant, 
but  it  was  no  better,  not  because  of  wind  or 
weather,  but  (o)  because  I  am  no  long  distance 
caster  unyhow,  (h)  because  I  have  a  damaged  wrist, 
(c)  because  I  had  inconsiderately  greased  my  line  so 
far  up  that  it  would  not  ahoot,  (rf)  because  I  was 
coating  underhand,  a  fishing  cast. 


3.  Nevertheless,  with  a  10ft.  "  Leonard,"  weigh- 
ing 6Joz.,  I  came  within  about  two  yards  of  the 
best  I  had  ever  done  with  a  Hardy  "  Test "  rod  of 
lift,  and  11  oz.,  which  I  consider  the  best  Hardy 
rod,  bar  one,  I  ever  handled. 

4.  Messrs.  Hardy's  record  of  38 J  yards  in  the 
open  in  practice  is  new  to  me,  and  I  think  to  most 
of  your  readers ;  but  wa/i  the  rod  10ft.  6in.  and 
8§oz.  ?    They  do  not  give  length  or  weight. 

5.  Messrs.  Hardy  appear  to  suggest  that  the 
"Leonard"  rods  do  not  carry  "a  fairly  heavy 
line."  I  use  the  'same  heavy  Halford  line  with 
my  10ft.,  Gjoz.,  "Leonard"  as  I  did  with  an  lift., 
lloz..  Hardy  "Test  "  rod,  and  the  line  I  use  with 
my  9ft.,  5oz.,  rod  is  little  lighter.  The  weight  of 
line  these  apparently  delicate  tools  carry  is  one  of 
their  most  remarkable  features. 

6.  Messrs.  Hardy  would  leatd  the  reader  to  infer 
that  these  "  Leonard  "  rods  are  casting  rods  rather 
than  fishing  rods,  and  are  apt  to  cause  an  unpleasant 
jar  to  the  wrist  in  using.  Nothing  could  be  further 
than  the  case.  I  have  handled  quite  a  number  of 
"  Leonards "  one  time  and  another,  but  I  have 
never  handled  one  so  little  like  a  fishing  rod  as  the 
550Z.  rod  with  which  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  cast  at  the 
Cryst*il  Palace. 

7.  There  was  one  condition  under  which  Mr.  E. 
Mills  cast  at  the  Palace  which  was  different  from 
Chicago.  I  mean  the  condition  of  his  health.  He 
was  over  here  for  his  health,  after  nervous  break- 
down due  to  overwork,  and,  all  unpractised  as  he 
was,  he  cast  at  the  Crystal  Palace.  I  said  at  the 
time  that  it  was  a  victory  of  muscle. 

8.  It  is  immaterial  whether  Mr.  Mansfield  was  an 
Englishman  or  an  American.  He  did  his  cast  of 
43  yards  with  a  "  Leonard  "  rod.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  he  did  it  in  the  open. 

9.  Messrs.  Hardy  did  not  offer  to  copy  my 
"Leonard."  They  offered  to  make  one  of  the 
same  weight  and  dimensions  to  outcast  it.  They 
have  the  weight,  5oz.,  and  the  length,  Oft.  If  they 
want  one  to  copy  for  test  purposes,  I  believe  Messrs. 
Farlow  have  a  selection  at  their  disposal. 

10.  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  suggest  I  have  a  brief 
for  the  Americans.  I  took  up  their  defence  in 
the  first  instance  because,  judging  from  the  few 
"Leonards"  I  had  handled,  I  considered  them 
most  unjustly  dealt  with  in  the  English  Press.  The 
correspondence  led  me  to  first  try  and  then  to  buy 
a  "Leonard,"  and  later  others.  The  result  was  to 
convince  me  more  than  ever  that  the  "  ounce  to 
the  foot"  theory  of  10  I  making  was  obsolete,  and 
that  our  manufacturer.-i  had  much  leeway  to  make  up. 
In  saying  so  frankly  and  not  blinking  the  fact,  I  con- 
sider I  have  done  and  am  doing  a  service  of  the 
greatest  value  both  to  the  trade  and  to  their  cus- 
tomers. When  a  man  is  surpassed  it  is  mere  ostrich 
policy  to  hide  his  head  in  the  sand  and  blink  the  fact, 
and  maintain  he  is  still  supreme.  I  am  still  hoping 
that  some  English  rod  maker  will  have  the  pluck 
and  spirit  to  accept  the  facts,  and  to  revolutionise 
his  methods  and  to  outclass  the  Yankee  at  his  own 
game.  I  am  sure  he  would  find  it  profitable.  For 
my  part,  it  is  no  pleasure  tD  me  to  have  to 
send  to  the  States,  pay  duty,  and  waste  months 
when  my  rod  requires  revarnishing  or  slight  repairs, 
instead  of  leaving  it  for  a  few  days  in  the  Strand  or 
in  Pall  Mall. — Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

[Won't  "Val  Conson"  admit  that  our  fishing 
tackle  makers  are  equal  to  doing  even  revarnishing 
or  slight  repairs,  or  was  that  "  wrote  sarcastical." 
—Ed.] 

WHAT  IS  THE  "  VIDIRCAM  "  TROUT  ? 
Dear  Sib, — A  friend  of  mine  who  is  writing  a 
treatise  on  some  districts  of  Scotland  came  across 
an  old  manuscript,  in  which  it  stated  about  Loch 
Lubnaig  that  the  "  Vidircam  troutt,  and  salmond," 
are  found  there.  I  have  hunted  through  the 
"Encyclopaedia  Briiannica"  (up- to  date  edition), 
and  can  find  nothing  about  "  Vidircam,"  or  any- 
thing that  casts  any  light  on  what  this  particular 
trout  may  have  been.  Can  you  help  me  in  this 
matter  7  Pray,  pardon  me  for  troubling  you  ? — 
Yours  truly,         George  A.  D.  C.  Fergusson. 


EE  "A  FISHING  HOLIDAY  IN  IRELAND— 
UNDER  CANVAS  IN  THE  WILDS  OF 
CO.  CORK." 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  just  read  "Brown  Owl's" 
article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  14,  and  by 
mere  chance,  later  on,  I  picked  up  an  old  volume, 
"  The  Poetical  Works  of  Professor  Wilson " 
("Christopher  North"),  one  of  the  most  famous 
wielders  ot  the  rod  Scotland  ever  had,  and  a  magni- 
ficent athlete  as  well. 

At  page  257  (to  273)  I  found  myself  surprised 
and  interested  to  find  a  parallel  to  the  story  I  had 
just  been  reading,  of  how  the  peasantry  were 
similarly  excited  and  interested  by  the  tent  and 
its  (famous)  inmates — famous  indeed,  since,  "  Mr. 
Wordsworth  accompanied  the  author  on  this 
excursion"  («ee  a  footnote}.    There  is  but  little 


actual  fishing  in  the  poem,  but  some  fine  descriptive 
writing,  for  any  lover  of  poetry. 

The  angling  excursion  lay  through  Westmoreland, 
Lancashire,  and  Cumberland.  Each  morning  the 
fishermen  separated,  only  to  meet  in  the  evening 
and  recount  the  sport  of  the  day.  On  the  first 
Sunday  (at  the  head  of  Wast  Water),  the  inhabitants 
of  the  valley,  with  some  from  the  neighbouring 
glens,  "  came  to  visit  the  strangers  in  their  tents. 
"  Without,  the  evening  was  calm  and  beautiful ; 
within,  were  the  gaiety  and  kindness  of  simple 
mirth.  The  images  and  feelings  of  that  delightful 
evening  the  author  wished  to  preserve  in  poetry." 
This  he  explains  in  a  prose  introduction  to  his 
poem.  i 

And  now  for  'a  few  lines  from  the  poem  itself 
named. 

The  Angless'  Tent. 
"  Hard  task  it  was,  in  our  small  tent  to  find 
Seats  for  our  quickly  gathered  company ; 
But  in  them  all  was  such  a  mirthful  glee, 
I  ween  they  soon  were  seated  to  their  mind !  " 

And  so  on ;  and  yet  again,  a  fresh  stanza  begins 
thus — 

And  thus  our  tent  a  joyous  scene  became, 
Where  loving  hearts  from  distant  vales  did  meet 
As  at  some  rural  festival,  and  greet 
Each  other  with  glad  voice  and  kindly  name." 

And  yet  again,  speaking  now  of  the  children — 
"  And  much  they  gazed  with  never  tired  delight 
On  varnished  rod,  with  joints  that  shone  like  gold, 
And  silken  line  on  glittering  reel  enr.)lled, 
T.J  infant  anglers  a  most  wondrous  sight." 

I  have  simply  taken  these  few  lines,  at  odd 
intervals,  thinking  that  the  quotations  may  prove 
of  some  interest  to  your  readers,  and  also  to 
"  Brown  Owl."  He  must  indeed  Ije  no  lover  of 
Nature  who  does  not  find  much  to  interest  him  in 
this  volume. 

We  as  anglers  who  have  often  felt  our  deeper 
selves  stirred  by  the  beauty,  the  glory,  of  any  parti- 
cular day  will  be  grateful  for  these  two  lines  (the 
"  Amateur  Angler  "  for  one) — 
"The  coldest  heart  that  ever  looked  on  Heaven, 
Had  surely  felt  the  beauty  of  that  day." 

Let  me  add  that  the  quotations  are  from  Vol.  XII, 
of  "The  Works  of  Professor  Wilson,"  edited  by  his 
son-in-law.  Professor  Ferren,  and  published  by 
Blackwood,  in  1858. — Yours  truly,      E.  M.  Tod. 

HUNDREDS  OF  FISH  KILLED  IN 
EDINBURGH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "Edinburgh  Evening  News." 

"  A  gold6sh  swam  in  a  big  glass  bowl — of  Talla 
water  (writes  '  Forlorn  ').  Alas,  and  sad  to  say,  the 
far-brought  element  did  not  agree  with  the  hapless 
finny  one  !  I  watched  him  sicken,  I  saw  him 
floundering  on  the  surface,  blowing  bubbles,  as  if 
trying  to  aerate  the  stuff.  Finall3',  summoning  his 
remaining  strength,  the  little  creature  made  one  or 
two  gallant  attempts  to  jump  bodily  from  his 
watery  home,  then  gave  it  up,  sank  to  the  bottom, 
turned  over  on  his  side,  and  so  died,  a  victim  to  the 
Talla. 

"  A  friend  has  since  informed  me  (continues  our 
correspondent)  that  a  bird-fancier  in  the  city  has 
lost  his  entire  stock  of  goldfish  in  the  same  way.  I 
am  sending  in  my'little  bill  to  the  Water  Trust — 
one  goldfish  so  much  —  moral  and  sentimental 
damage  so  much  more. 

"  Mr.  Editor,  remembering  the  swollen  and  blood- 
shot appearance  of  that  goldfish  of  mine,  indig- 
nation moves  me  to  demand,  it  such  be  the  effect 
on  the  finny  tribe,  what  about  the  human  economy  ? 
I  am  a  water  drinker  myself,  but  really  it  is  enough 
to  drive  one  to  drink  !  " 

The  above  letter,  which  we  received  from  a  trust- 
worthy correspondent,  caused  us  to  make  inquiries 
at  several  bird-fanciers,  who  keep  large  numbers  of 
goldfish  in  their  shops.  Their  experiences  have 
gone  to  prove  that  "  Forlorn's "  wail  is  raised 
through  no  imaginary  cause.  On  the  first  day  that 
the  Talla  water  was  turned  on,  and  the  water  ran 
into  their  tanks,  the  water  was  quite  muddy  loo  king. 
One  of  the  dealers  interviewed  said  he  thought 
that  possibly  some  dirty  matter  had  got  by  some 
way  into  the  cistern,  so  he  emptied  it,  but  found  to 
his  astonishment  that  there  was  nothing  wrong 
with  the  cistern.  He  allowed  it  to  fill  again,  and 
then  turned  on  the  water.  It  wa.s  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  cleaner.  By  this  time  the  filthy 
water  was  having  deadly  effect  on  the  goldfish, 
many  scores  of  which  died  in  a  few  hours.  The 
water  is  now  clearer  than  at  first,  but  still  it  is  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  supply  which  was  formerly 
provided.  The  fish  have  all  sickened,  and  the 
death-roll  is  still  heavy.  Several  fanciers'  lossea 
run  into  hundreds.  Every  morning,  when  new 
water  is  run  into  the  tanks,  scores  of  fish  have  t9 
be  lifted  out  dead. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOB. 


Awards  at  the  Earl's  Court  Fisheries'  Exhibition. 

In  reply  to  several  inquirers  who  have  written  to 
me  respecting  the  awards  of  diplomas  and  medals, 
I  beg  to  say  that  I  was  not  on  the  jury,  and  am 
not  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  awards.  It 
may  clear  up  some  misunderstanding  if  I  mention 
that  the  highest  award  of  all  is  the  "Diploma  of 
Honour,"  and  in  the  Inland  Fisheries  Section  this 
was  only  awarded  to  (a)  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
(h)  to  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  (c)  to  the  Earl  of 
Denbigh's  Fish  Hatchery  exhibit.  After  the 
highest  award  come  awards  for  gold,  silver,  and 
bronze  medal 3.  On  what  principle  some  of  the 
awards  were  made  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand. For  instance,  in  my  opinion  one  of  the 
best,  if  not  the  best,  of  the  exhibits  of  fish  by  a 
private  angler  was  that  of  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White,  who 
i.-i  awarded  a  diploma  for  a  silver  medal.  By  the 
way,  the  award  of  a  diploma  for  a  gold  or  other 
medal  does  not,  it  seems,  mean  that  you  are  going 
to  be  presented  with  a  gold  or  oth^r  medal ;  if  you 
want  it  you  muit  buy  it !  The  award  is,  in  fact,  a 
fort  of  co  irter-y  title — "  Earl's  Courtesy  title  "  one 
might  fairly  call  it.  The  joke  on  me  was  that  my 
wife,  who  had  been  very  reluctant  to  let  our  walls 
b3  d-nuded  of  the  fish-cases,  was  quite  appeased 
when  I  announced  that  my  exhibit  had  been 
awarded  a  gold  medal.  I  now  am  really  afraid  to 
tell  her  that  I  can  only  get  it  in  exchange  for 
certain  gold,  hard-earned  medals  with  His  Majesty's 
head  on  them !  I  think  the  inventor  of  this 
system  of  awarding  gold  and  silver  medals  deserves 
a  putty  one !  Seeing  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook's  name  on 
the  jury  list,  I  asked  him  how  the  awards  were 
made,  but  he  tells  me  that  illness  prevented  his 
taking  part  in  the  judging. 

The  Best  Period  at  which  to  turn  Young  Fry 
into  Rivers. 

In  a  very  interesting  article  in  the  Allgemeinc 
Fitchend  Zntung  Herr  D.  Wanke  gives  his  experi- 
en(;€8  in  rearing  and  turning  out  trout  fry.  Ho 
•ays  that  the  safest  time  to  turn  the  young  fish  out 


is  before  they  have  quite  absorbed  the  yolk-sac,  as 
they  are  not  then  compelled  at  once  to  seek  for 
food,  but  from  a  safe  hiding  place  can  look  around 
them  and  become  acquainted  with  the  dangers 
which  beset  them. 

The  Horse-Leech  as  a  Fry  Desteoyer. 
After  referring  to  the  Gelbrandkilfer  and  its 
larva  as  one  of  the  greatest  enemies  of  fish  fry 
(What  is  this  "yellow-rim-bug"  ?),  he  says  he  has 
only  this  season  discovered  that  the  common  horse- 
leech is  almost  as  formidable  an  enemy.  Up  to 
recently  he  had  considered  the  horse-leech  as  a 
harmless  inhabitant  of  the  fry  pond,  which  only 
occasionally  dsvo'jred  a  sick  or  weakfishling.  Now 
he  knows  that  the  damage  which  these  animals  can 
do  is  enormous,  especially  in  warm  ponds,  for  he 
does  not  like  cold  ones.  After  turning  out  some 
fry  into  a  pond  one  day,  he  remained  some  time 
watching  them.  Suddenly  he  saw  first  one,  then 
another,  and  then  another  leech  swimming  in  the 
direction  of  the  fry.  Very  soon  he  could  no  longer 
coun*"  the  leeches,  they  came  from  all  directions 
and  threw  themselves  on  the  little  fish,  which  were 
crowded  together  on  the  bottom  of  the  pond.  Of 
course,  he  at  once  called  his  assistants,  and  they 
captured  all  the  leeches  they  could  reach.  It  was 
then  that  he  first  became  aware  of  the  great 
quantity  of  leeches  his  pond  contained,  and  feared 
that  during  the  night  they  would  destroy  most  of 
his  fry.  His  fears  were  realised,  for  next  morning 
he  saw  several  big  leeches  where  the  fish  had  been, 
and  on  examining  them  found  in  one  no  less  than 
twelve  fry,  and  the  smallest  number  any  of  them 
contained  was  five.  Most  of  the  fry  appeared  as 
if  only  recently  swallowed.  On  being  pressed  with 
a  bit  of  wood  on  the  tail  ends  of  their  bodies  nearly 
all  the  leeches  disgorged  their  prey. 

How  are  the  Leeches  Attracted  by  the  Fish  ? 

This  extraordinary  experience  leads  Herr  Wanke 
to  speculate  a^  to  how  the  leeches  know  that  the 
fish  are  put  into  the  pond.  Instinct,  he  thinks, 
will  not  account  for  it  in  an  animal  in  such  a 
low  state  of  development  as  the  leech,  and  he  is 
inclined  to  think  they  must  be  attracted  by  a 
strongly  -  developed  sense  of  smell  for  several 
reasons.  That  the  swarming  of  the  leeches  to 
attack  the  fish  was  accidental  was  disproved  by 
the  fact  that  it  occurred  every  time  fry 'were  put 
in,  although  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the  first 
instance. 

I  think  there  can  be  little  doubt  leeches  can 
smell  the  blood  of  an  Englishman  or  fish.  I  had 
an  unpleasant  experience  of  this  in  a  small  trout 
brook  in  Herefordshire  many  years  ago.  Standing 
with  naked  leg?  in  a  muddy  hatch-hols,  as  I  cast 
my  fly  into  the  stream  above  I  felt  a  slight  stinging 
sensation  as  if  a  mustard  plaster  was  beginning  to 
act  on  my  legs,  and  on  lifting  one  up  I  found  it 
was  caused  by  horse -leeches.  There  were  dozens 
of  them  on  each  leg  !  I  did  not  stop  long  in  that 
hole,  but  before  I  got  them  all  off  I  was  rather 
creepily  impressed  with  the  truth  of  the  old  saying, 
"  to  stick  like  a  leech."  Ugh !  the  little  beasts. 
I  thought  they  had  crawled  up  my  legs,  but  from 
Herr  Wanke's  account  of  what  he  saw  I  am  now 
sure  they  simply  smelt  blood,  and  came  swimming 
from  all  sides  and  lost  no  time  in  crawling. 

How  THE  Leeches  digest  the  Fish. 
The  digestion  of  the  leech's  fish  meal  appears  to 
be  a  slow  process  compared  with  his  power  of 
taking  food  in.  Apparently  the  gorged  leech 
retires  to  some  hiding  place,  and  then,  like  the 
snake,  requires  a  long  time  to  digest  its  meal. 
Dull,  cold  weather  is  the  great  friend  of  all  these 
beasts  of  prey,  as  at  such  times  the  little  fish  ara 
rarely  to  be  seen,  as  they  hide  away  among  the 
stones  and  weeds,  and  become  an  easy  prey  for 
their  ever- watchful  enemies.  In  this  way  hundreds 
— indeed,  thousands — of  frj'are  done  to  death,  and 
nobody  any  the  wiser,  for  nothing  can  be  seen  of 
this  destruction,  and  few  or  no  fish  corpses  are  left 
to  tell  the  tab. 

The  Frog  in  the  Fry  Pond. 
Of  late  a  great  war  has  been  waged  on  the  frog 
farailv — accused  of  being  much  too  fond  of  a  fry- 
But  Herr  Wanke  says  that,  although  he  has,  so  to 


speak,  grown  up  with  his  fry  ponds,  he  has  never 
caught  a  frog  fish  poaching,  and  of  frogs  he  has, 
alas!  far  too  many  in  his  warm  fry  ponds.  He 
8ay8"alas!"  because  whenever  it  is  dinner  time 
the  tadpoles  send  their  plates  up  first,  and  get 
much  food  intended  for  his  fry.  He  says  that  to 
satisfy  himself  he  this  season  examined  a  great 
quantity  of  frogs,  but  never  found  a  fry  in  one  of 
them.  He  found  that  flies  and  water  insects,  like 
the  side-swimmers  {Gordiufi),  formed  the  staple 
food  of  his  frogs. 

All  the  same,  he  does  not  allow  frogs  in  his  fry 
ponds,  and  admits  that  it  is  possiblf3  they  may 
occasionally  e  it  fry,  but  is  firmly  convinced  that 
it  is  only  sickly,  weakly,  or  dead  ones.  On  the 
other  hand,  salamanders  and  ringed  snakes  he  has 
often  caught  "  in  the  act."  It  goes  without  saying, 
he  adds,  that  there  are  lots  of  other  fry  killers, 
such  as  the  various  dragon-fly  larvae,  the  back- 
swimmers,  the  water-scorpions,  etc.,  but  they  all 
take  a  back  seat  if  there  are  any  "  yellow-rim-bugs '' 
or  horse-leeches  about. 


Big  take  of  Salmon  in  Holland  last  July. 

For  some  years  past  there  has  been  a  great 
falling  off  in  the  take  of  salmon  in  the  Dutch 
rivers,  but  in  July  last  over  6000  more  salmon 
were  taken  than  in  July,  IQOi. 

Fishing  in  North  Wales. 

In  reply  to  several  inquiries,  I  may  say  I  am 
only  waiting  for  some  promised  photographs  to 
give  my  promised  notes. 

Sport  in  North  Wales— Sport  on  the  Clwyd  and 
Elwy  Junction  Pool. 

Writing  from  St.  Asaph,  on  Oct.  18,  Mr.  W.  Gray 
Kelly  says:  — 

"  Having  read  your  article  about  your  visit  here 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  thought  it  would  interest 
you  to  know  that  I  killed  two  fish  in  the  Junction 
Pool  yesterday,  one,  25^\h.,  on  the  phantom 
minnow  (brown  and  white),  2^in.,  and  a  9-pounder 
on  the 'spoon,  both  very  fresh  and  sound  male 
fish." 

The  25j-pounder  must  be  the  best  fish  killed 
there  this  season,  and  I  congratulate  Mr.  Kelly,  as 
the  pool  is  hard  fished,  and  also  has  some  nasty 
stakes  in  it.  Thanks  to  Major  Leslie,  I  shall  be 
able  to  give  a  photograph  of  it  later  on. 

Wishing  Me  Joy  of  My  Bargain. 

I  was  amused  the  other  day  to  come  across  the 
following  letter  and  extracts,  the  former  from  an 
old  friend  long  since  dead,  received  soon  after  I 
bought  the  Fishiyig  Gazette  in  December,  1878. 

"  La  Belle  Sauvage  Yard, 
"  Ludgate  Hill,  E.C., 
"Jan.  14,  1879. 

"My  dear  Sir, — Have  you  seen  the  following 
note  from  last  week's  Country  1 — 

"  '  My  dear  Mr.  Marston,  so  you  have  bought  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  wish  you  joy  of  your  bargain. 
There  is  one  thing,  however,  I  hope  you  will  put  a 
stop  to  at  once,  and  that  is  the  persistent 
"cribbings"  from  our  columns  and  those  of  our 
contemporaries  in  which  the  previous  authorities 
so  freely  indulged.  You  are  worth  powder  and 
shot,  my  dear  sir,  and  our  people,  though  long- 
suli'ering,  have  not  yet,  joined  the  Society  of 
Friends.' 

"You'see  how  affectionately  the  Country  con- 
gratulates you,  and  how  naively  it  refers  to 
the  'cribbings.' 

"  Below  I  send  you  a  tit-for-tat  which,  if  printed 
in  your  next  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  would 
be  a  graceful  act  of  thanksgiving  on  your  part  for 
the  kindness  of  the  Country  towards  you. — Yours 
very  truly,  "J.  H.  Puttock.'.' 

"  Fish  and  Fowl. 

" '  How  sharper  than  a  serpent's  thanks  it  is  to 
see  a  toothless  child.'  Here,  for  instance,  is  the 
Country,  a  London  five-year-old,  copying  in  a 
single  issue  seventeen  articles  from  the  agricultural 
columns  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  and  crediting 
one  of  them.  And  it  wasn't  an  imusually  good 
week  for  international  angling  either." 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  Gratliho  Fires. —Now  Keady,  and 
can  be  had  post  {ree  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunatan'a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  to  Tie  Files  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  Q.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  ■<  The  belt  book  ever 
written  on  the  nbieot."— Fishing  Qazette, 


If  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  happen  to 
have  copies  of  Mr.  Harvie-Brown's  "Fauna  of 
Sutherland"  or  Tod's  "  Rajasthan,"  2  vols.,  they 
will  get  "liberal  prices"  for  them  from  Messrs. 
H.  Sotheran  &  Co.,  140,  Strand,  London. 

R.  B.  Makston. 
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SPOET  AND  SCENERY  IN  SOUTH 
AFEICA. 


I  AM  indebted  to  Mrs.  Veitch  (widow  of  my  old 
friend  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Veitch,  of  Eliock,  who  was 
for  so  many  years  the  "  Hon.  Chaplain "  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  as  he  jokingly  styled  himself)  for 
the  following  very  interesting  account  of  sport  and 
scenery  in  South  Africa. — R.  B.  M. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Mahston, — The  enclosed  account  of 
a  pioneer  hunt  is  sent  me  by  my  brother-in-law. 
Captain  Elphick,  J.P.,  who  for  his  services  all 
through  the  war  was  granted  an  estate  of  10,000 
acres,  3000  acres  more  being  added  by  a  partner,  Mr. 
Sturton.  He  chose  Malelane,  having  ridden  through 
it  with  the  'J'  Battery  of  the  R.H.A.  It  is  a 
vast,  broad  valley,  wild  and  thickly  wooded.  The 
greater  part  of  the  soil  is  extremely  rich :  600J 
acres  are  suitable  for  cotton  growing.  Five 
varieties  have  been  planted.  The  Government 
expert  reports  that  the  '  Sea  Island '  would  make 
9d.  per  lb.  on  the  English  market.  The  wild 
cotton  is  the  finest  known,  being  worth  5d.  per  lb. 
ginned.  This  industry  is  awaiting  capital  to  work  it. 
'  I  he  land  is  full  of  minerals,  but  of  no  great  known 
deposits,  save  copper,  and  magnesite,  lately  dis- 
covered on  the  borders. 

"I  spent  six  months  at  Malelane,  llOOft.  above 
sea  level,  from  May  to  November,  1904,  during  the 
shooting  season,  and  had  many  exciting  times.  It 
lies  on  the  main  line  between  Deiagoa  Bay  and 


girders  over  deep  ravines :  a  slip  when  crossing 
might  be  fatal,  there  is  no  side  path,  only  room 
for  a  train.  She  fled  over  one  of  these  bridges 
near  Kaapmuden,  before  the  coming  express,  just 
in  time  to  turn  round  and  snapshot  it ! 

"Malelane  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the 
Drakenbergs  of  3000ft.,  but  whose  'rocks  of 
bitumen  rise  higlier  and  higher,'  till  they  reach 
Barberton.  Magnificent,  with  bush  fires  at  night. 
Underneath  them  a  winding  green  line  indicates  a 
stream,  on  whose  banks  grow  teak,  fig,  and  camel 
thorn,  and  a  tree  with  brilliant  red  velvet  flowers, 
resembling  poinsettias.  that  coma  before  the  leaves. 
Creepers  interlac3  the  branches,  and  throw  their 
crimson  blossoms,  from  40ft.  to  60ft.,  over  the 
top*  of  the  bright  evergreen  trees,  in  which  j  arrots 
scream  and  monkeys  play  ;  and  through  the  woods 
at  sun.set  are  seen  the  mountains  clothed  in  pink 
and  rose  m  idder.  Various  sweet-scented  mimosas 
form  the  undergrowth,  with  grasses  from  4ft.  to 
15ft.  high,  hiding  a  man  on  a  mule  ;  while  maiden- 
hairs border  the  stream,  hovered  over  by  flies  and 
dragon-flies  of  varied  shape  and  gorgeous  hue. 
Here,  I  hope,  some  day,  a  trout  will  swim  ;  and 
here  in  parts  the  land  has  been  cultivated,  and 
tomatoes  and  bananas  are  grown  for  Johannesburg. 

"  A  lion  once,  who  probably  had  been  watching 
them  all  day,  sprung  suddenly  out  of  the  jungle, 
over  the  stream,  into  a  group  of  KaflSr  gardeners, 
who  dropped  their  tools  and  fled  in  all  directions, 
none  of  them  ever  returning,  save  one,  four  months 
afterwards.    Last  year  this  same  native  was  on  his 


before  sunrise,  once  going  up  a  donga  in  the 
mountains,  and  again  within  a  mile  of  the  house, 
making  for  the  stream. 

"  Captain  Elphick  is  a  grand  shot.  He  is  known 
far  and  wide  as  '  Umkonto,'  the  '  Straight  Asegai.' 
He  was  in  Kitchener's  Horse  part  of  the  time 
during  the  war,  and  in  five  battles  and  125 
engagements. 

"  You  never  know  what  you  may  meet  on 
Malelane.  When  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  house 
one  morning  I  saw  five  wild  boar  come  out  of  the 
forest,  through  the  long  grass  in  single  file,  at  a 
sharp  trot.  I  was  dressed  in  khaki,  and  stood  - 
perfectly  still ;  but  when  within  forty  feet,  the 
leader,  with  his  massive  bristled  head,  caught 
sight  of  me.  He  stopped  instantly,  and  rolled  his 
eye  all  round  me,  then  after  his  inspection  of  the  first 
white  woman  he  had  ever  seen,  ho  turned  and  fled, 
followed  by  the  others  still  keeping  line.  Two 
pointers  gave  chase.  I  heard  afterwards,  from  a 
KaflBr,  that  they  set  upon  some  '  piccanins '  that 
were  hidden  by  the  grass,  and  that  the  old  boar 
turned  upon  the  dogs,  but  they  returned  unhurt. 

"Leopards  come  down  from  the  mountans 
occasionally  and  take  a  goat  from  the  herd.  They 
lie  in  the  sun  on  rocks  so  like  themselves  that 
hunters  come  upon  ^  them  before  they  are 
aware. 

"A  hyaena  took  a  splendid  buck  from  the 
weighing  machine  at  Malelane  Station,  awaiting 
the  midnight  miil  to  Pretoria;  dragging  it  across 
the  line  into  the  bush,  he  enjoyed  a  few  pounds  of 


Photo  hii]  {Mii.  Elphick. 

South  African  Game  Wagon,  drawn  by  Ten  Donkeys. 
(Captain  Elphick  in  white  shirt  on  left.    Mr.  Sturton  in  light  coat  on  right.) 


Photo  by] 


On  the  Malelane  Stream. 


[Mm.  Elphick. 


(The  white  tree  is  a  fig  tree.   Young  bananas  by  the  water.   It  was  from  this  jungle  that 
the  lion  sprang  into  a  group  of  gardeners.) 


Pretoria.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Crocodile  River,  separating  the  estate  from  the 
'  Big  Game  Reserve '  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
square  acres,  wherein  all  the  beasts  of  the  forest  do 
roam.  In  this  vast  solitude  alone  dwell  the 
ranger.  Major  Hamilton,  and  the  keepers.  The 
river  is  subject  to  sudden  floods,  rising  20ft.  in 
a  short  space  of  time.  In  this  generation  it 
has  risen  40ft.  in  ten  minutes,  carrying  huge 
boulders  along  with  it.  The  banks  by  the 
Malelane  reach  are  covered  wdth  tall  trees  and 
dense  jungle,  save  where,  in  a  few  places,  they 
shelve  down  to  sand  beds.  These  are  the  'high 
roads '  for  all  animals  who  come  to  quench  their 
thirst ;  their  spoor  is  traced  in  the  sand  of  their 
gambols  at  night ;  but  one  is  pretty  safe  in  the 
daytime.  * 

"  There  is  '  tiger '  fishing  in  the  Crocodile,  up 
to  301b.  weight,  I  think,  which  is  good  sport,  as 
well  as  exciting.  When  wading  to  an  island  a 
fisherman  slings  his  rifle  over  his  back,  not  knowing 
what  he  may  find  lurking  there. 

"  Crocodiles  haunt  the  reaches  amon?  the  rocks 
that  so  greatly  resemble  them  ;  while  hippopotami 
are  found  a  few  miles  higher  up  among  the  smooth, 
blue-grey  boulders  that  are  mistaken  sometimes 
for  a  hippo's  back.  For  the  killing  of  one  the  fine 
is  £.500.  A  Swedish  lady,  fired  with  the  ambition 
to  shoot  a  hippo,  came  to  the  Crocodile  River  with 
a  regiment  of  beaters  and  guides,  and  a  waggon  in 
which  to  carry  away  the  carcase,  and  an  original 
trap  to  snare  a  young  one,  when  the  Government 
Bent  down  word  to  forbid  her.  She  was  a  woman 
who  knew  no  fear.    The  railway  bridges  have  open 


way  to  call  at  a  keeper's,  on  a  wooded  path  taken 
recently  in  a  hunting  expedition,  when  a  lion 
followed  him.  He  made  for  the  river,  wading  up 
to  his  neck,  and  there  he  stood,  with  crocodiles  in 
the  water  and  the  lion  on  the  bank,  till  it  grew 
tired  of  waiting  for  the  Kaffir,  and  retreated. 

"  It  was  here,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  in 
the  '  Game  Reserve,'  that  a  few  years  ago  a  keeper 
was  dragged  from  his  horse  and  carried  by  the 
right  shoulder  between  the  paws  of  a  lion,  until  he 
managed  to  grasp  his  knife  from  his  belt  behind, 
and  after  one  unsuccessful  attempt,  finally  to  stab 
the  lion  in  the  heart.  Lions  are  becoming  far  too 
numerous,  and  are  difficult  to  get  at.  There  were 
three  families  on  Malelane  for  a  time. 

"TheC.S.A.R.  trolly  men  most  frequently  run 
across  them  when,  in  the  early  mom,  the  lions  come 
out  of  the  long  grass  from  their  hunting  to  dry  their 
fur  and  warm  themselves  on  the  line  before  going 
away  to  sleep.  The  men  returned  hot  footed  once  ; 
they  had  run  into  a  lioness  and  seven  cubs  lying 
between  the  rails,  and  a  lion  and  lioness  growling 
on  the  bank.  Captain  Elphick  immediately  held 
an  Indaba  to  organise  a  hunt.  '  Now,  I  want  a 
man,'  he  said,  '  who  is  not  afraid.  Who  will  walk 
close  behind  me  and  carry  this  gun.  I  do  not 
want  him  to  shoot,  but  he  must  give  me  this  gun 
the  moment  I  ask  for  it.  Our  lives  may  depend 
upon  his  keeping  close  to  me,  and  doing  as  I  tell 
him.  I  am  not  afraid.'  Then  a  Kaffir  marched 
up  and  took  the  second  gun.  They  traced  the 
lions  for  some  miles  right  through  their  den,  but 
they  were  not  at  home ;  probably  retreated  to  an 
island.    Twice  that  week  they  were  seen  again 


supper  before  discovery.  The  zebra  hunts  as  they 
pass  in  the  night  sound  very  wild!  A  pack  of 
jackals  in  full  cry ! 

"This  letter  is  far  too  long.    But  Have 

you  heard  there  has  been  registered  in  Pretoria  a 
new  company  ? — the  Magnesite  Mines  of  South 
Africa.  Enormous  deposits  of  this  rare  mineral 
have  recently  been  discovered  between  Malelane 
and  Kaapmuden.  Mr.  Garbe,  the  consulting 
engineer,  calculates  that  in  one  hill  alone,  300ft. 
high,  there  are  a  million  tons. 

"  The  demand  for  magnesit?  has  hitherto  enor- 
mously exceeded  the  supply,  which  has  been 
limited  to  Styria,  the  Island  of  Eubcea,  Greece, 
and  California. 

"  Magnesite  is  the  only  cement  found  in  South 
Africa  ;  it  will  take  the  place  of  Portland  cement 
and  plaster  of  Paris.  It  is  the  one  product  that 
enables  iron  ore  to  be  economically  treated.  Other 
uses  will  be  for  the  lining  of  furnaces  of  a  high 
temperature,  as  in  the  case  of  the  steel  industry ; 
the  making  of  '  furnace  bricks,'  a  market  for  which 
exists  in  Europe  and  America  at  the  rate  of  £35 
to  £45  per  thousand ;  for  '  building  bricks,'  made 
atj  30s.  per  thousand ;  for  soda-water  and  Epsom 
salts  —  magnesia  pturifies  the  water  and  kills 
malaria  germs. 

"  Magnesite  is  white,  and  takes  the  polish  of  the 
finest  marble  ;  it  is  always  cold.  A  house  built  of 
magnesite,  cemented  and  painted  with  magnesite — 
heatproof,  fireproof  —  ought  to  prove  an  ideal 
residence  for  Africa. 

"  The  Crocodile  River  supplies  the  water  service, 
pumped  up  through  9000  feet  of  piping  to  the  top 
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of  the  ridge.  It  is  very  interesting  to  watch  the 
opening  of  a  mine  from  its  very  beginning. 

"  I  have  gone  with  the  consulting  engineer  and 
Burveyors  from  Malelane  to  where,  six  miles  west, 
the  luggage  train  has  stopped  to  put  us  down  in 
wild  woods,  and,  while  the  experts  were  exploiting, 
have  walked  up  to  the  top  of  the  rocky  ridge  and 
wandered  about,  finding,  among  other  things,  the 
beginnings  of  opals.  There  was  a  magnificent 
view  for  forty  miles  around  :  range  upon  range 
with  deep  and  vast  valleys.  The  air  was  fresh  and 
bracing  after  the  intense  heat  below,  where  the 
temperature  ranges  from  70  degrees  to  over 
100  degrees  even  during  the  six  months'  'winter.' 

"  I  was  in  perfect  solitude,  not  a  live  thing  to  be 
seen  or  heard,  save  once,when  an  eagle  came  majestic- 
ally saihng  up  the  centre  of  a  valley,  and  though  I 
was  sitting  in  khaki  among  rocks,  his  piercing  eye, 
at  a  great  distance,  saw  the  first  white  woman  that 
had  ever  mounted  there.  He  immediately  rose  to 
a  lofty  height,  but  came  and  soared  above  me  for 
further  inspection,  then  flew  away  to  safer  quarters. 
I  knew  though  that  the  zebras  were  (feeding  on  a 
kopje  below,  that  in  the  deep  and  wooded  gorges 
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Wednesday,  Sept.  6. — I  went  out  at  8  a  m.  and 
caught  eighteen  between  9  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 
Altogether  about  ninety  oame  from  the  lake  that 
day ;  the  best  catch  was  twenty-four.  The  weather 
waa  fine,  and  there  was  no  wind  at  all.  Very  few 
were  taken  after  2  p.m.,  though  many  stayed  oa 
till  the  evening,  as  the  rain  kept  off  and  a  nice 
breeze  came  on.  There  seemed  to  be  a  splendid 
rise  at  this  time  among  the  char,  and  many  turned 
their  attention  to  fly  fishing  for  them.  But  though 
they  cast  right  into  shoals  of  them,  no  one  caught 
a  char,  but  some  trout  were  taken.  By  the  way, 
char  rise  quite  differently  to  the  trout — they  glide 
out  as  far  as  their  bellies,  like  a  man  rising  from  a 
plunge. 

Thursday,  Sept.  7. — The  weather  and  wind 
were  very  variable,  the  latter  boxing  the  compass 
twice  during  the  day,  and  caused  much  incon- 
venience as  the  boats  were  anchored  close  to  one 
another.     I  caught  seven ;  the  best  catch  was 


Below  Malelane  on  the  Crocodile  River. 
(80  miles  from  Lorenzo  Maniues.    40  miles  from  Barberton,  .South  Africa.) 


buck  of  every  kind  and  size  were  to  be  found,  and 
that  in  the  thick  bush  and  grasses  by  the  streams 
hyaenas  and  jackals,  baboons  and  bush-babies  were 
hiding,  till  at  night  they  would  pass  by  the  house, 
woofiing  and  snapping  and  barking  and  crying, 
following  in  the  wake  of  a  lion. 

"  And  now,  within  the  year,  there  are  houses  on 
the  summits  of  these  mountains,  furnaces  and 
kraals  below,  and  all  the  busy  activity  of  the 
magnesite  mines. 

"  There  is  much  more  to  write  about,  but  I  have 
already,  I  fear,  exhaasted  your  patience. 
"  Believe  me, 

Yours  sincerely, 

"Georqiana  Veitch. 

"P.S. — I  had  a  few  days'  fi.shing  on  the  Wylye 
in  August.  I  had  to  try  and  feel  contented  with 
about  a  brace  a  day.  I  missed  the  voice  that  told 
me  where  a  trout  would  lie,  and  the  hand  that  put 
my  fly  on. 

"  I  rode  by  the  course  of  the  brook  Kedron  in 
January,  and  picked  up  a  dead  fish  by  the  Dead 
Sea!  Probably  brought  down  by  Jordan's 
flood." 


fifteen.  About  sixty  were  taken  between  the  usual 
hours  nine  and  two. 

Friday,  Sej)t.  8.* — This  was  a  frightful  day. 
There  was  a  strong  gale  blowing  from  the  south- 
west in.sudden  strong  gusts  like  tornadoes,  bringing 
with  it  tremendous  showers  of  rain,  even  hailstones. 
Everybody  had  the  greatest  difiSculty  to  anchor  as 
we  were  all  on  the  deepening  slope  in  the  lake. 
Often  the  anchors  were  torn  off,  and  all  the  boats 
driven  far  from  the  usual  spot.  I  caught  five. 
This  was  a  day  of  small  catches. 

Saturday,  Sept.  9. — This  was  by  far  the  worst 
day  of  the  whole  week.  The  rain  came  down  in  a 
perfect  deluge,  and  the  wind  was  blowing  quite  a 
gale.  I  went  out  for  about  an  hour,  and  got  three 
and  a  drenching.  It  stopped  raining  in  the  even- 
ing, but  there  was  nothing  doing.  The  river  had 
swollen,  and  its  current  ran  far  into  the  lake. 

Mondaij,  Sejd.  11. — Most  of  the  boats  were  com- 
pletely swamped  after  the  flood  at  the  end  of  the 


♦  I  quite  agree  with  "J.  W.  P."  With  a  friend 
I  was  fishing  on  the  Lledr  and  Conway,  and  have 
very  rarely  seen  a  rougher  day.  I  wonder  the 
boats  were  not  swamped. — Ed. 


week,  but  I  waded  in  to  get  mine,  and  was  out  at 
9  a.m.,  anchored  in  the  usual  spot.  There  was  a 
fairly  steady  west  wind,  and  the  waters  where  we 
were  anchored — there  were  only  two  boats  in  the 
morning — were  very  choppy  because  the  waves 
caused  by  the  west  wind  met  the  strong  current  of 
the  river.  Though,  as  a  rule,  very  little  sport  is 
had  after  a  big  flood,  that  day  proved  an  exception, 
as  I  had  the  best  catch  of  the  whole  week — twenty- 
four  fish  weighing  61b.  The  man  in  the  other  boat, 
Mr.  David  Roberts,  of  Llanberis,  caught  forty- 
two.  There  were  some  other  good  bags  of  twenty, 
and  altogether  over  100  fish  were  caught. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  12. — I  went  out  at  the  usual 
time,  but  only  caught  three  myself,  though  there 
was  one  catch  of  twenty-four.  The  more  one  sees  of 
char  and  char  fishing,  the  queerer  and  more  uncanny 
these  fish  appear.  There  was  one  boat  in  a  ring  of 
seven  or  eight  others  having  a  busy  time,  while  the 
rest  were  simply  looking  on  and  trying  to  edge 
nearer.  That  boat  seemed  to  be  right  above  them, 
or,  rather,  on  the  edge  of  a  shoal,  for  only  the  rods 
on  one  side  of  the  boat  had  anything.  Everybody 
had  the  same  bait,  and  the  same  length  of  line  to 
the  inch,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  few  stray 
ones,  most  rods  drew  a  blank.  On  this  day  the 
sport  ceased  at  noon.  Altogether,  about  forty 
were  taken  during  the  day. 

During  this  week,  then,  close  upon  400  char  were 
caught  from  Lake  Padarn.  The  muster  of  boats 
was  less  than  it  was  earlier  in  the  season,  as  most 
of  those  that  fish  work  in  the  quarries  on  the  further 
side  of  the  lake.  In  the  summer  months  they  could 
get  the  best  time  and  still  reach  their  place  of  work 
in  time  by  7  p.m. 

Practically  all  the  fish  were  in  fine  condition, 
though  I  saw  a  good  few  small  ones  caught  on 
the  last  three  days  of  the  week  I  have  mentioned 
above.  They  were  very  silvery,  exceedingly  like 
fingerlings  with  no  parr  markings,  and  weighed 
about  2oz.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  seen 
any  small  ones  taken  to  any  extent,  and  they  must 
be  travelling  In  separate  shoals  as  they  all  came  up 
together  about  the  same  time  in  one  spot. 

I  examined  the  intestines  of  many  of  the  fish  I 
caught,  and  was  rewarded  by  finding  a  few  pieces 
of  what  looked  like  a  whitish  worm  in  the  gullet  of 
one.  The  others  had  no  trace  of  food.  They  were 
as  sleek  as  ever,  and  bled  very  profusely.  Strange 
to  say,  the  flesh  of  the  silvery  ones  is  much  pinkier 
when  cooked — and  some  say  tastier — than  that  of 
the  red-roes. 

There  is  still  over  a  month  before  the  season 
comes  to  an  end,  and  anglers  at  Llanberis  are 
looking  forward  to  a  busy  time.  It  is  very  probable 
that  quite  as  many  as  have  been  taken  already  will 
be  caught  again  before  the  season  is  over,  though  it 
is  rather  risky  to  foretell  what  char  will  do. 

One  thing  is  quite  certain,  it  will  take  some  time 
before  a  tithe  of  those  great  shoals  will  be  caught. 
So  thickly  were  they  massed  together  at  times  that 
three  or  four  were  hooked  by  the  bellies. 

J.  W.  P. 


A  TEN-MILE  FIGHT  WITH 
A  TUNA. 


How  Mb.  0.  F.  Holder  Established  the 
Catalina  Tuna  Clttb. 

{Continued  from  page  294.) 

To  further  still  emphasise  and  make  popular 
rod  fishing,  I  suggested  an  annual  angling  tour- 
nament, to  begin  May  1  and  end  Oct.  1,  offering 
valuable  prizes  of  rods  and  tackle,  medals  and  cups 
in  various  classes  to  anglers  who  took  the  largest 
fish  of  various  kinds  with  the  light  rods  and  fine 
lines  specified  by  the  bye-laws  of  the  Tuna  Club ; 
and  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  thousands  who  fish  at 
Santa  Gatalina  to-day  take  any  of  the  game  fish 
found  here  unfairly  or  in  any  manner  other  than 
one  that  appeals  to  the  higher  sportsmanlike 
feeling,  shows  what  the  combined  influence  of 
anglers  can  accomplish.  Nowhere  in  the  world 
does  a  higher  standard  of  sport  hold  than  on  the 
tuna  grounds  of  Southern  California.  It  happened 
that  it  was  my  suggestion,  as  far  back  as  1886,  that 
a  tuna  could  be  taken  with  a  rod,  and  I  was  often 
laughed  at  for  suggesting  it,  and  while  I  did  not 
take  the  first  tuna,  I  took  the  first  large  one — a 
fish  which  in  vigour  and  virility  I  would  match 
against  any  tarpon  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to 
hook.  I  have  never  seen  a  tarpon  that  I  could 
not  kill  in  thirty  minutes  by  continuous  fighting. 
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ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  KIVEKSIDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K.  J.  Finlay, 


Unsuccessful. 
"  Are  they  not  taking  with  you,  sir  ?  " 
Maxim.— Don'l  get  angry ;  but  ask  the  fellow  if  he  will  take  a  cigar. 


The  Smolt-Killer. 
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though  I  believe  there  are  such  fish  ;  yet  this  tuna 
fought  me  four  hours,  towed  a  heavy  boat,  an 
engine  and  two  men  ten  or  twelve  miles,  the  oars 
of  the  boatman  being  held  against  it,  and  some- 
times pulled,  to  prevent  the  fish  from  towing  us 
out  to  sea.  There  have  been  larger  tunas  taken 
since,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  none  of  them 
when  fairly  hooked  as  this  fish  was  made  a  better 
fight.  Size,  in  my  belief  at  least,  does  not  indicate 
fighting  qualities.  The  hard-fighting  tunas  are  the 
medium-sized  fish,  and  this  holds  with  tarpon, 
amberjack,  yellowtail,  and  others.  I  have  taken 
yellowtails  up  to  45lb.,  but  a  certain  17-pounder 
gave  me  more  trouble  than  all  the  giants. 

The  account  of  the  catch  of  the  big  tuna  created 
much  excitement,  and  as  we  rowed  into  Avalon  to 
weigh  the  fish,  the  little  town  came  down  to  give 
us  welcome.  Late  in  the  afternoon  I  strolled  down 
to  the  rock,  where  a  crowd  of  people  were  still 
admiring  the  big  fish,  and  some  young  women, 
descendants  of  Ananias,  bravely  having  their 
pictures  taken  standing  by  its  side,  rod  in  hand. 
Jim  was  rehearsing  the  catch,  and  a  tenderfoot  was 
listening  with  bulging  eyes  at  the  yarn,  not  even 
questioning  the  fact  that  the  tuna  towed  the  boat 
forty  miles  and  leaped  50ft.  into  the  air.  Among 
the  observers  were  reporters  and  correspondents, 
and  I  later  saw  myself  pictured  playing  this 
leaping  tuna — at  least  30ft.  in  air.  Another 
account  in  a  magazine  pictured  me  calmly  swim- 
ming and  playing  the  tuna.  The  Associated  Press 
telegraphed  the  story  all  over  the  world,  and  the 
members  of  the  peaceful  sea  anglers'  association  in 
London  received  the  account  the  next  morning 
in  the  papers  and  marvelled  at  the  big  things  in 
America. 

As  the  tunas  continued  biting,  we  have  devoted 
ourselves  to  this  sport,  and  I  find  that  about  one 
tuna  is  taken  for  every  twenty  strikes.  New- 
comers— and  they  are  here  from  various  parts  of 
the  world — almost  invariably  miss  the  fish,  due,  I 
believe,  to  excitement.  They  strike  too  quickly,  or 
not  quickly  enough,  and  miss  the  psychological 
moment.  I  have  fished  with  a  number  of  anglers, 
or  watched  them,  and  having  been  in  the  toils 
myself,  worn,  as  General  Gordon  said  in  one  of  his 
fights,  "  to  a  frazzle,"  hence  could  enjoy  the  trouble 
of  other  victims.  Recently  I  was  a  guest  on  a 
friend's  launch,  and  stood  in  the  bow,  where  I  could 
see  the  tunas  coming  up  astern.  Evidently  they 
would  see  the  bait  thirty  feet  distant,  and  two  would 
charge  it  on  the  run  ;  their  fins,  near  the  surface, 
often  tossing  the  water  high  in  the  air.  I  would 
notify  the  angler,  then  would  come  the  strike — 
zip  ze-e-e  !  and  that  there  is  tuna  fever  as  well  as 
the  buck  variety  goes  without  saying.  I  noticed 
one  young  angler  who  became  so  nervous  that  he 
could  not  face  the  stern,  could  not  watch  the  tuna 
as  it  came  racing  at  him ;  so  he  turned  back  to, 
and  as  I  shouted,  "  Here  ho  comea !  "  he  would 
turn  all  kinds  of  colours  and  strike,  and  the  fish 
would  pass  on  with  fifty  feet  of  line  in  tow. 

Tuna  fishing  has  an  element  of  danger.  I  saw  a 
man  brought  in  recently  almost  in  a  state  of 
collapse,  and  he  was  assisted  to  his  room  at  the 
hotel ;  the  tuna  had  been  caught,  but  had  laid  him 
low.  Before  the  victim  recovered  he  was  waited 
on  by  a  committee  of  the  Tuna  Club,  who  presented 
him  with  the  little  blue  button  of  the  club,  that 
certified  that  the  wearer  had  taken  fairly  with  rod 
and  reel  and  24-thread  line  or  less,  a  lOOlb.  tuna. 
The  committee  reported  that  this  did  more  to 
revive  him  than  the  physician,  who  fortunately 
was  his  partner  on  the  trip. 

Recently  I  was  trolling  for  tunas  near  the  rocks 
with  Colonel  Morehouse,  when,  just  at  dusk,  the 
tunas  dashed  in,  chasing  a  large  school  of  flying 
fish,  which  rose  all  about  us,  some  going  over  the 
boat,  one  strik  ng  me  under  the  ear,  so  nearly 
knocking  me  cut  of  my  seat  that  Gardner,  the 
gafler  and  boatman,  caught  me.  I  had  my  revenge. 
Gardner  hooked  on  the  fresh  bait  that  had  selected 
me  as  a  target,  and  I  had  a  strike  a  few  minutes 
later,  but  lost  the  fish. 

Tuna  fishing  m»y  be  followed  up  to  eight  o'clock 
at  night  with  success,  but  later  the  fish  see  the  line, 
due  to  the  remarkable  phosphorescence ;  at  least  the 
biting  stops  when  the  phosphorescence  is  at  its 
maximum  display.  The  spectacle  of  large  tunas 
dashing  through  this  liquid  fire  is  a  marvellous  one. 
livery  motion  is  a  blaze  of  light,  and  in  Avalon 
Bay  from  the  topmast  the  sight  wa.s  one  to  be 
remembered. — Forest  and  Stream. 


MAKSEILLES  INTERNATIONAL 
EISHEEIES  EXHIBITION. 


On  April  15,  1906,  a  most  important  inter- 
national exhibition,  including  everything  connected 
with  the  sea,  either  oceanographical  or  sea  fisheries 
business,  will  be  opened  at  Marseille-!  under  official 
control.  This  vrill  be  the  first  time  the  already 
considerable  results  of  oceanographical  researches 
and  those  founded  on  practical  experience  will  be 
collected  in  this  way. 

The  theoretical  and'  scientific  oceanographical 
part  of  this  exhibition  will  comprise  the  work  of 
all  the  principal  societies,  zoological,  marine 
laboratories,  etc.,  and  show  what  they  are  doing. 
The  very  remarkable  work  of  the  Prince  of  Monaco 
will  occupy  a  large  room,  and  furthermore,  France, 
England,   Germany,   Portugal,  the  Netherlands, 


Norway,  Sweden,  America,  and  Japan  will  have 
separate  spaces  allotted  to  them.  Moreover, 
according  to  the  decision  arrived  at  some  days 
since  at  the  Congress  of  Mons  for  the  methodical 
and  international  enterprise  in  the  exploration  of 
the  North  and  South  poles,  a  conference  of  the 
leaders  of  the  various-  polar  expeditions  will  bo 
organised,  as  well  as  an  exhibition  in  a  spscial  hall. 

It  must  be  of  great  interest  to  all  traders  who 
have  anything  to  do  with  sea  fisheries,  not  only  in 
having  an  opportunity  of  surveying  the  various 
products  of  the  s^a,  biit  also  in  being  able  to 
compare  their  methods  with  those  of  their  com- 
petitors. This  interest  ought  not  be  less  with 
regard  to  the  progress  of  science. 

Applications  for  space  will  bo  received  up  to 
Jan.  15,  1906,  by  the  agents,  Exposition  de  Mar- 
seille, 5,  Rue  des  Mathurins,  Paris,  who  will  also' 
supply  any  further  information  required. 
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LIFE   HISTORY  OF 
"ANGLE-WORM." 


THE 


The  earthworm,  or  "angle-worm"'  as  our 
American  friends  call  it,  is  so  important  to  anglers 
that  the  following  account  of  it  by  James  Sanuiel- 
son  and  J.  Braxton  Hicks,  M.D.,  cannot  fail  to  be 
of  interest. — Ed. 

The  next  time  you  go  out  on  your  morning  or 
evening  ramble,  if  you  chance  to  see  a  worm  in 
your  path,  do  not  kick  it  aside,  nor  step  over  it, 
but  take  it  from  the  ground  and  lay  it  on  the  palm 
of  your  hand,  and  as  it  tries  to  crawl  away  you 
will  experience  a  slight  sensation  of  roughness  on 
your  skin.  If  you  take  a  pocket-lens  and  examine 
carefully  the  under  side  of  the  worm's  body,  you 
will  perceive  several  rows  of  fine  sharp  hooks, 
extending  from  one  end  to  the  other,  each 
aimulated  division  (for  the  worm's 
body  is,  as  you  doubtless  know, 
composed  of  rings)  being  furnished 
with  four  pairs  of  these  hooks, 
which  are  situated  upon  small 
protuberances  on  the  creature's 
skin.  These  minute  books  cause 
the  rough  sensation  alluded  to, 
and  that  portion  of  the  body  on 
■which  they  are  placed  corresponds 
to  the  abdomen  of  the  higher 
animals,  the  hooks  themselves 
being  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
rudimentary  feet  to  aid  the  worm 
in  its  progress. 

It  has  pel  haps  never  occurred 
to  you  to  inquire  how  it  is,  when 
you  endeavour  to  di-aw  a  worm 
forth  from  the  earth,  that  it  can 
offer  such  resistance  to  your 
efforts  as  almost  to  necessitate 
your  tearing  it  in  two  before  \ou 
can  extract  it,  and  why.  as  soon 
as  you  relax  your  hrld,  it  d  s 
appears  with  such  rapi  Ji(y  i  nder 
the  soil.  These  hooks  are  the 
cause  :  ibey  are  retract  le  at  (he 
will  of  the  animal,  and  operate  so 
as  not  to  imp:-do  its  (nward  pro- 
gre-s:  but  when  a  ponion  of  its 
body  is  once  extended,  and  has 
penetrated  into  the  soil,  they 
keep  it  firmly  fixed,  whilst  the 
remaming  part  is  drawn  after  it 
by  muscular  con'raction 

Now,  is  not  this  a  simple  but 
interesting  feature  in  the  anatomy 
of  the  worm  that  should  be  Inown 
to  everyone  V— yet  how  few,  even 
of  the  best  educated,  are  aware 
of  its  existence!  How  many 
anglers,  do  you  think,  are  there 
who  handle  their  pcor  victim  as 
frequtntly  as  we  do  our  pen,  and 
are  yet  unacquainted  with  this 
fact  ! 

The  Annelida,  or  annu'.ose 
worms,  contain  amongst  their 
number  the  earthworm  (hum- 
hricus  terrestrtH),  which,  in 
common  with  its  congeners, 
possesses,  as  you  well  know,  a 
soft  elongated  body.  This,  in  the 
full-grown  animal,  is  usually 
divided  into  from  120  to  1.50  rings 
or  segments,  which  decrease  in 
fircumferencf)  as  they  approach  eith(?r  end, 
lusing  the  body  to  terminate  in  what  may  be 
■  ailed  two  pointed  extn^mitie.-i,  the  head  and  the  tail. 
To  the  hooks,  situated  upon  earh  ring  of  the  body,  we 
have  already  alluded  in  our  introductit)n,  and  thenc 
are  the  only  appendages  that  the  worm  possesses. 
But  you  w  II  periia:).-!  be  s  jmewhat  surprised  to 
hear  us  spjak  of  ihe  "  ht-fid  "  of  a  worm,  for  you 
are  accastome  i  to  conn'ict  wi  h  that  idea  a  mouth, 
(■yes,  nosi,  and  ear  ,  none  of  which  are  p^r^eptil)le 
in  the  worm ;  and  the  first,  that  is  the  mouth  only, 
being  actually  present.  Altliough,  however,  tne 
sense*  of  vision,  small,  and  h"aring  are,  so  far  as 
we  have  b  en  abhj  to  a-certain,  denied  to  this 
''UmKle  Annelide,  yet  we  cannot  but  grant  to  its 
'  nterior  final  ring  the  title  of  a  head ;  for  if  you 
xamine  it  with  a  pccket-len-",  whilst  the  creature 
i-tises  that  part  of  it*  body,  you  will  perceive  upon 
I  a  well-formed  protruding  upper  lip,  to  which  a 
-mailer  or  lower  lip  is  placed  in  juxtaposition. 


These  two  lips  form  an  imperfect  ring,  and 
constitute  the  oral  aperture  or  mouth,  whicli  is, 
however,  not  provided  with  teeth,  nor  organs  of 
any  other  description.  This  being  the  ease,  and 
as  the  worm  possesses  no  prehensible  members 
with  which  to  lay  hold  of  its  food,  you  will 
naturally  bo  curious  to  know  upon  what  it  subsists, 
and  how  it  obtains  its  nourishment. 

The  earthworm  not  only  inhabits  the  earth,  but 
also  feeds  upon  the  element  in  which  it  exists, 
and  although  some  naturalists  have  declared  that 
it  derives  its  nutriment  from  the  roots  of  plants, 
yet  this  statement,  according  to  the  most  reliable 
authorities,  is  now  pronounced  to  be  a  pure  fable. 
The  soil  is  impregnated  with  decaying  organic 
substances  of  various  kinds,  and  in  order  to  seiure 
these  for  its  sustenance,  the  worm  gorges  itself 
with  earth  ;  the  nutritive  constituents  are  extracted 
in  its  stomach  by  the  digestive  process,  and  the 
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Earthworm    showing    SwelleA  rin^s. 


indigestible  portion  ejected  in  little  worm-shaped 
masses,  well  known  to  gardeners  and  others  as 
"  worm-castings." 

Trie  dif/estioe  ajjparatios  is  of  the  simplest  kind, 
consisting  of  a  straight  alimentary  canal  which 
runs  from  one  end  of  the  body  to  the  other,  com- 
mencing at  the  mouth  and  terminating  in  the  final 
posterior  ring.  This  tubular  stomach  is  slightly 
constricted  at  each  ring,  and  is  covered  externally 
along  its  whole  length  with  a  granular  envelope, 
composed  of  numerous  glands,  which  secrete  a 
fluid  that  aids  in  the  digestion  of  the  alimentary 
substances  and  their  elaboration  into  the  blood. 

If  you  examine  a  living  worm,  you  will  notice  a 
fine  crimson  streak  shining  through  its  semi- 
transparent  covering ;  this  is  the  main  trunk  or 
artery,  which  extends  along  the  whole  body,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  alimentary  canal,  and  serves 
as  the  receptacle  of  the  blood.  To  observe  the 
circulatiori  of  the  latter,  you  need  but  remove  a 


worm  from  the  ground,  and  keep  it  a  little  whild 
until  it  has  voided  the  earth  which  it  contained^ 
and  thus  rend';rod  its  body  more  transparent ;  you 
will  then  be  able  Uj  distinguish  the  crimson  current 
as  it  courses  along  the  creature's  hack,  flowing 
from  the  tail  to  the  head  confined  within  the 
central  artery;  and  on  turning  it  unon  its  back 
you  will  perceive  the  return  current  flowing  in  the 
opposite  direction,  through  another  blood-vessel, 
situated  near  the  abdominal  surface.  The  dorsal 
vessel  must  be  regarded  as  the  he^rt,  and  partakes 
to  some  extent  of  the  nature  of  that  organ  in  the 
higher  animals,  inismuch  as  its  wall,  or  limitary 
membrane,  is  elastic,  and  bv  its  contractions 
propels  the  blo'd  onwards.  Whilst  thus  passin  g 
along  the  main  artery  it  is  brought  into  communi- 
cation with  the  at  nosphcric  air,  to  be  renewed  by 
the  absorption  of  oxygen,  and  then  ret'irns,  ps 
already  explained,  al  .ng  the  second  (abdominal) 
I  anal,  which  is  united  to  the 
former  by  a  n  imber  of  smaller 
ve'ns  into  which  the  Mood  also 
Ijenetrates,  so  that  it  may  yield 
its  regenerating  ('onstituents  to 
every  portion  of  the  bjdy. 

Mode  of  Reproduction  in  the 
Earthworm — Irs    Habits  - 
Dwelling     Uses   in  the 
Formation  of  the  Surface- 
Soil — Conclusion. 
Tlie   worm,   in   common  with 
many    others    of    the  humbler 
anima's,  is  remarkably  endowed 
in    this    respect,   each  creature 
possessing  within  it-e'.f  toth  the 
male  and  female  organs  of  repro- 
duct  on.    Tlie5e  strongly  resemble 
e  ich  other  in  appearance,  f  Jr  both 
consist    of    a    series    of  what 
physiolo-'ists  term  "tubu'i,"  or 
litt'e    tubes,   one   set  of  which 
serves  for  maturing  tLe  female 
ova,    and    the    other    for  the 
development  of  the  mal>  sperma- 
tozoa,   little    motile  fructifying 
bodies   visible    only   under  the 
micro  cope. 

Ate  rtiin  seasons  of  the  y?ar, 
wh  ,n  the  ova  are  ripe,  and  re  dy 
for  fecundation,  a  number  of  thi 
rings,  usua'ly  from  four  to  eig  it, 
situated  at  a  lOut  the  anterior 
third  of  the  body,  be:ome  en- 
larged, and  this  swelling,  which 
you  'will  doubtless  oftei  have 
noticed,  strongly  resembles  a 
healing  woimd,  for  which  it  is 
usually  mistaken  by  the  un- 
initiated. From  this  portion  of 
the  body  a  glutinous  substance, 
sjcre'ed  by  special  glands,  exudes  ; 
aid  although,  as  just  observed, 
the  worm  is  hermaphrodite,  yei, 
contact  with  another  of  its  species 
being  necessary  f  jr  f  ciindation, 
the  criature  leaves  its  imderground 
hauats  at  night,  and,  coming  to 
the  surface,  adtieres  by  is 
swelled  and  glutinous  rings  to  the 
same  rings  upon  the  body  of 
another  worm.  Through  this  act 
the    ova   and    spermatozoa  are 

  liberated  in  each  worm  from  the 

respective  tubuli  in  -which  they 
were  contained,  and  pass  into  the  general  cavity  of 
the  body ;  they  there  encounter  each  other,  and 
fructification  of  the  ova  is  the  result.  A  great 
deal,  '  owever,  remains  unexplained  concerning  the 
reproductive  process  in  the  earthworm,  as  well  as 
in  regard  to  the  development  of  its  young. 

Respecting  the  latter,  we  know  tnat  the  young 
worm  is  usually  developed  whiUt  still  in  the  o\-um 
within  the  parent's  body,  and,  what  is  somewhat 
strange,  it  is  sometimes  born  naked,  whilst  at 
others  it  is  enveloped  in  a  hard  covermg,  which 
subsequently  bursts,  and  allows  the  young  worm 
to  escape.  This  difference  in  the  stages  of  develop- 
ment when  the'worm  leaves  its  parent  "  depends," 
we  are  told,  "  on  the  nature  of  the  soil  which  the 
worms  are  inhabiting.  In  a  light  and  loose  soil 
the  young  quit  the  parent  prepared  to  ac  for 
themselves,  but  in  a  tougn  clayey  soil  they 
continue  in  the  pupal  form  for  some  time,  so  as 
to  arrive  at  a  still  higher  degree  of  development 
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before  commencing  to  maintain  an  independent 
existence." 

Although,  however,  the  young  worm  is  born  in 
the  fully-developed  shape  of  its  parent,  yet,  as  it 
increa'es  in  fize,  <he  number  of  its  rings  is 
augmented  by  the  subdivision  of  those  which  it 
pes  essed  at  its  birth,  a  circumstance  that  denotes 
its  humble  position  in  the  animal  scale ;  for  the 
lower  we  descend  the  more  frequently  we  find 
living  forms  endowed  with  the  power  to  ieprcduc'3, 
by  a  vegetative  process,  similarly  organised  por- 
tions of  their  frame  after  they  have  left  the  body 
of  the  parent.  Notwithstanding,  however,  that 
the  worm  occupies  so  humble  a  position,  you  will 
have  seen,  from  the  preceding  outline  of  its 
anatomy,  that  no  essential  parts  of  its  structure 
are  wanting,  and  that,  like  all  other  created  beings, 
it  is  perfect  so  far  as  regards  adaptation  to  i  s 
mode  of  existence.  It  is  not  indeed  furnished 
(according  to  our  present  knowledge)  with  any  of 
those  moie  delicate  organs  of  sense  that  characterise 
the  higher  animals ;  but  then,  of  what  service 
would  eyes  and  ears  be  to  a  creature  which  we 
know  spends  the  greater  portion  of  its  existence 
underground  ?  Its  dwelling  consists  of  one  or 
more  burrows,  of  the  same  shape  as  ils  body, 
which  it  corstrucis  beneath  the  surface,  and  lines 
with  a  kind  of  slime,  so  as  to  render  the  walls 
consistent,  and  thus  prevent  the  soil  from  falling  in 
and  closing  up  the  cavity.  These  burrows  it  quits 
when  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  spade  of  the 
labourer  (and  the  worm  is  said  to  be  very 
sensitive  to  any  disturbance  of  the  soil  in  its 
vicinity),  when  it  wishes  to  visit  the  suiface  in 
search  of  a  mate,  or  in  order  to  dis  barge  from  its 
body  the  earth  from  which  it  has  extracted  the 
decaying  organised  matter  by  the  digestive  process. 
In  this  last  operation  it  performs  an  act  of  great 
utility  to  the  agriculturist,  inasmuch  as  it  enriches 
the  surface  soil  by  the  deposition  of  those  little 
heaps  of  earth  known  as  "worra-castin  s."  We 
shall  narrate  briefly  how  this  interesting  circum- 
stancj  was  first  discovered,  showing  at  the  same 
time  how  important  a  part  the  worm  plays  in  the 
construction  and  fertilisation  of  the  soil. 

An  eminent  naturalist  *  whilst  visiting  a  friend 
in  the  country,  was  surprised  to  hear  from  his  hos , 
that  on  some  ^as<M?'e-land  which  he  possessed  an 
unaccoimtable  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
character  of  the  soil,  which  in  various  fields  had, 
without  appar.nt  cause,  materially  increased  in 
depth  during  the  previous  years,  and  that  cinders 
and  other  substances,  wlich  had  originally  been 
thrown  upon  the  surface,  had  apparently  sunk  to 
a  considerable  depth  in  the  soil.  Curiosity  induced 
him  to  try  a  few  experiments  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  this  strange  phenomenon,  and  with 
this  view  he  dug  several  holes  in  different  fields. 
In  these  he  found  similar  indications  of  a  gradua  ly 
increasing  thickness  in  the  surface-soil,  and  be- 
neath an  accumulation  of  pebbles,  cinders,  and 
lime,  which  had  originally  been  deposited  on  the 
surface.  In  one  field,  for  instance,  the  cinders 
which  had  been  thrown  on  the  surface  three  years 
previously  were  buried  to  the  depth  of  an  inch  ; 
in  another  they  were  buried  three  inches  deep,  and 
formed  a  layer  an  inch  in  thickness.  But  let  us 
give  the  narrative  in  his  own  words : — 

"  The  appearance  in  all  the  above  cases  was  as  if 
(in  the  languase  of  farmers  who  are  acquainted 
with  these  facts)  the  fragments  had  '  worked  them- 
selves down.'  It  is,  however,  scarcely  possible 
that  cinders  or  pebbles,  and  still  less  powdered 
quicklime,  could  sink  through  compact  earth  and  a 
layer  of  matted  roots  of  vegetables  to  a  depth  of 
f  orae  inches.  The  explanation  of  these  facts  which 
occurred  to  Mr.  Wedgewood"  (his  best),  "though 
it  may  appear  trivial  at  first,  I  have  no  doubt  is 
the  correct  one,  namely,  that  the  whole  operation 
is  due  to  the  digestive  process  in  the  common 
earthworm.  On  carefully  examining  between  the 
blades  of  grass  in  the  fields  above  described,  I 
found  scarcely  a  space  of  two  inches  square  without 
a  liitle  heap  of  cylindrical  castings  of  worms.  It 
is  well  knowTi  that  worms  in  their  excavations 
swallow  earthy  matter,  and  that,  having  separated 
the  portion  which  serves  for  their  nutriment,  they 
eject  at  the  mouth  of  their  burrows  the  remainder 
in  little  intestine-shaped  heaps.  These  parti v 
retain  their  form  until  the  rain  and  thaws  of 
winter  spread  the  matter  uniformly  over  the  sur- 


*  Mr.  Darwin.  See  "  Transactions  of  the 
Geological  Society,"  2  ser.,  vol.  v.,  p,  505 ;  his  paper 
*'  On  the  Formation  of  Mould." 


face.  The  worm  is  unable  to  swallow  coarse 
particles,  and  as  it  would  naturally  avo'd  pure  or 
caustic  lime,  the  finer  ( arth  lying  b  neath  the 
cinders,  burnt  marl  or  lime,  would  be  removed  by 
a  slow  process  to  the  surface.  This  supposit  on  is 
not  imaginary,  for  in  the  Held  in  which  the  cinders 
had  been  sjiread  out  only  half  a  year  before,  I 
actua'ly  saw  the  castings  of  the  worms  heaped  on 
the  smaller  fragments.  Nor,  I  repeat,  is  the 
agency  so  trivial  as  at  first  it  might  le  thought, 
the  great  number  of  earthworms,  as  e\eryono 
must  bo  aware  who  has  ever  dug  in  a  grass-field, 
making  up  for  the  insignificant  quantity  of  the 
work  which  each  performs. 

"On  the  idea  of  the  superficial  mould  having 
been  thns  prepared,  the  advantage  of  old  pasture- 
land,  which,  it  is  well  known,  farmers  in  England 
ate  particularly  averse  to  break  up,  is  explained, 
for  the  length  of  time  required  to  form  a  thick 
stratum  must  be  considerable.  In  the  peaty  fie'd, 
in  the  course  of  fifteen  years,  about  3Jin.  had  been 
well  prepared  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  process 
is  continued,  though  at  a  very  slow  rate,  to  a  much 
greater  depth.  Every  time  a  worm  is  driven,  by 
dry  weather  or  any  other  cause,  to  descend  deep, 
it  must  bring  to  the  surface,  when  it  empties  the 
contents  of  its  body,  a  few  particles  of  fresh  earth. 
Thi:s  the  manures  added  by  mar,  as  well  as  the 
constituent  parts  of  the  soil,  become  thoroughlv 
mingled,  nr.d  a  nearly  homogeneous  character  is 
given  to  the  soil.  Although  the  conclusion  may 
appear  at  first  startling,  it  will  be  difficult  to  dc  y 
the  probability  that  every  particle  of  earth, 
torming  the  bed  from  which  the  turf  in  old  pasture- 
land  springs,  has  passed  through  the  int^^stines  of 
worms,  and  hence  the  term  '  animal  mould '  would 
in  some  respects  be  more  appropriate  tha  i  that  of 
'  vegetable  mould.' "  He  concludes  by  remarking 
"  that  the  agriculturist,  in  ploughing  the  ground, 
follows  a  method  strictly  natural ;  he  only  imitates 
in  a  rude  manner,  without  being  able  either  to 
bury  the  pebbles  or  to  sift  the  fine  from  the  coarse 
earth,  the  work  which  Nature  is  daily  performing 
by  the  agency  of  the  earthworm." 


AN  OPENING  DAY. 


Foe  the  fair  fame  of  its  reputation  it  is  risky 
work  giving  an  invitation  to  a  man  to  come  from  a 
distance  to  fish  your  pet  stream  in  the  early  months 
of  the  year.  Of  this  fact  I  once  had  a  severe 
lesson.  Having  taken  a  great  fancy  to  a  piece  of 
water,  I  asked  a  friend  to  come  and  try  it.  To  do 
him  well,  I  set  to  work  to  find  out  the  "lie  "  of  the 
larger  trout,  which  it  is  well  known  always  have 
their  own  particular  feeding  ground,  and  this  year 
myself  kept  o£E  the  water  for  some  time  after  the 
fishing  actually  began.  Beyond  this,  I  made  a 
careful  study  of  the  flies  on  this  special  section, 
having  already  learned  that  different  flies  are  more 
numerous  on  some  parts  of  our  rivers  than  on 
others,  and  those  most  plentiful  are  generally  the 
favourites  with  the  fish. 

All  went  as  well  as  I  could  wish,  the  weather 
getting  warmer  day  by  day,  and  at  last  the 
time  came  for  my  visitor's  arrival.  Every- 
thing looked  perfect,  and  the  valley,  too,  through 
which  the  river  flows,  was  looking  very  beautiful, 
being  covered  with  a  veritable  mat  of  primroses. 
But  I  must  confess  that  the  sm-rounding  neigh- 
bourhood was  not  so  inviting,  the  bare  hills  of 
Dartmoor  still  appearing  cold  and  cheerless. 

However,  my  guest  arrived,  and  his  first  question 
was  at  what  hour  should  we  start  out  on  the  following 
morning.  He  said  he  had  had  a  good  sleep  in  the 
train  so  as  to  be  prepared  for  an  early  start. 

Well,  though  our  fish  do  not  rise  with  the  same 
regularity  as  those  on  a  dry-fly  stream,  yet  until 
the  sun  has  warmed  the  water  sufficiently  to  hatch 
a  fair  amount  of  fly  they  are  not  early  risers, 
consequently  there  was  no  particular  hurry. 
Besides  this,  any  that  do  get  up  with  the  lark  are 
generally  those  which  have  not  yet  got  into 
condition.  It  is  also  necessary  to  have  some  fairly 
warm  days  to  bring  the  rivers  to  a  temperature 
that  will  hatch  the  fresh-water  shrimps 
(Gammartis  pulex),  which  it  is  known  form  the 
most  nourishing  food  fish  can  feed  on.  All  rivers, 
though  some  in  greater  quantity  than  others, 
contain  these  crustaceans. 

Having  mentioned,  however,  that  the  primroses 
were  blowing  (and  at  this  time  of  year  there  is 
generally  a  beastly  east  wind  doing  the  same  thing. 


which  does  not  improve  matters  connected  with 
angling),  it  will  seem  peculiar,  perhaps,  that  I  have 
called  this  effusion  "  An  Opening  Day,"  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  nearer  you  get  to 
the  confines  of  Dartmoor  so  much  the  lat'T  are  the 
fish  in  coming  into  condition,  and  for  the  matter 
of  that,  in  all  parts  of  Dsvon  and  Ctornwall  the" 
season  opens  before  the  fish  are  fit — that  is,  as  a 
wholp. 

When,  therefore,  I  suggested  ten  o'clock  would 
be  soon  enough  at  this  time  of  year,  t  lOugh  my 
friend  said  nothing,  he  evidently  seemed  to  think 
it  was  a  waste  of  many  valuable  hours. 

Anglers  score  heavily  against  the  rest  of  our 
visitors  in  the  matter  of  the  many  pretty  pictures 
which  arc  constantly  in  a  day's  fishing  opening  up 
to  their  view. 

Beginning,  then,  to  fish  just  above  a  "  Clam,"  as 
these  wooden  structures  are  called  that  span  the 
rough  and  rugged  streams  which  run  to  every 
point  of  the  compass  from  the  granite  heights  of 
Dartmoor,  we  fished  carefully  but  without  any 
success  until  we  came  to  the  pool  by  a  gateway 
leading  to  a  meadow  where  there  is  a  mine  shaft, 
but  which  hideous  erection,  thank  goodness! 
is  now  "knocked";  it  is  buried  in  a  fir  planta- 
tion. 

Here  we  caught  a  couple,  but  these  were  nearly 
the  smallest  of  our  small  but  strong  trout,  and 
gave  a  very  poor  idea  of  the  size  of  the  fish  for 
which  we  were  fishing. 

Fishing  upwards,  though  we  kept  trying  every 
fly  I  could  recommend,  we  did  next  to  nothing 
imtil  at  length  we  reached  a  bridge,  when  the 
atmosphere  suddenly  became  much  warmer,  and 
the  fish  rose  more  freely,  also  of  larger  siz?.  In 
fact,  out  of  one  pool  I  caught  a  dozen,  and  this 
gave  me  the  satisfaction  of  showing  that  if  they 
did  not  create  much  surprise  on  account  of  their 
weight  they  here  stood  the  test  well  as  to  the 
numbers  to  be  caught. 

But  the  rise  then  became  "  catchy,"  and  we  fished 
right  away  for  a  mile  or  more  without  any  further 
luck.  Here  again  they  began  to  rise  well,  myself 
getting  from  one  spot  no  less  than  nine  fish.  Sud- 
denly, however,  the  rise  stopped,  and  large  flakes 
of  snow  began  to  slowly  descend,  which  soon  turned 
into  a  heavy  downfall.  In  fact,  before  we  reached 
home  there  were  some  six  inches  lying  on  the  ground, 
where  it  lay  for  a  week,  spoiling  all  further  chance 
of  fishing,  for  which  my  visitor  had  come  over 
two  hundred  miles. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  may  be  considered 
certain  I  never  invited  another  friend  to  come 
a-fishing  in  the  spring  without  giving  a  full,  true, 
and  particular  account  of  all  that  might,  could, 
or  would — but,  of  course,  saying  what  should— 
happen.  PHEASiNT  Tail. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — The  river  ia 
still  very  low  and  clear,  and  sport  has  been  poor. 
Here  and  there  an  angler  has  succeeded  in  obtaining 
some  good  roach,  and  I  hear  of  a  good  take  near 
the  danger  board  below  Kingston.  At  Richmond, 
too,  some  nice  roach  have  been  caught.  Frank 
Brown,  the  local  professional,  is,  I  am  glad  to  hear, 
still  on  the  warpath.  The  tides  at  Teddington  will 
improve  as  the  week  gnes  on.  Tire  foUowmg  have 
formally  intimated  their  intention  of  being  candi- 
dates at  the  election  of  Thanaes  Conservators  in 
December  next :  Mr.  G  B.  Paul,  as  a  representative 
of  shipowners ;  Mr.  T.  K.  W.  Jacobs,  jun.,  of  owners 
of  sailing  barges,  lighters,  and  steam  tugs ;  Mr.  J.  A. 
Humphery,  oi  wharfingers;  and  Mr.  S.  E.  Bates,  of 
dock  owners.  The  elections  will  take  pla^e  on 
Friday,  Dec.  I,  at  10  a.m. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thajnes  (Henley). — The  river  remains  in  about 
the  same  condition  as  it  was  a  week  ago — leaves 
and  weeds  everywhere,  and  scarcely  any  stream. 
Under  these  conditions  sport  taken  all  round  has 
again  been  quiet.  A  local  angler  has  taken  a 
bag  of  roach  weighing  111b.,  and  on  Oct.  22 
a  patron  of  R.  Young  took  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  retainable  peroh.  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  give  particulars  of  the  grand  take  in  my 
notes  next  week.  Members  of  the  Henley  Working 
Men's  Fishing  Club  have  weighed  in  roach  over  Sin. 
and  perch  ov»r  9in.  for  gross  weight  prizes.  Mr.  A. 
Parrott,  roach  and  perch ;  Mr.  F.  Cox,  five  roach, 
weighing  21b.  lOoz. ;  F.  Willes,  roach  ;  Mr.  H. 
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Hamblin,  roach:  Mr.  W.  Hinton,  roach  ;  Mr. 
VV.  Parrott,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Jimmett,  roach, 
and  a  chub  of  13in.,  weighing  2Jb.  Uoz. 
The  above  club  fish  a  roving  match  between 
VVargrave  and  Hambledon  on  Oct.  29.  I  regret  to 
report  the  death,  after  a  short  illness,  of  Mr,  F. 
Hawes,  which  took  place  on  Oct.  19.  Mr.  Hawes 
was  a  well-known  visitor  to  Henley,  and  a  member 
of  the  H.P.F.O.  for  a  great  number  of  years.  His 
presence  on  the  Loddon  stream,  which  was  one  of 
his  favourite  fishing  haunta,  will  be  greatly  missed 
during  the  coming  winter.  W.  Vaughan  generally 
accompanied  Mr.  Hawes,  who  was  one  of  the  good 
type  of  soortsmea  we  can  ill  afford  to  lose. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— The  latest  take  for 
Mr.  Baker's  piize  rods  is  Mr.  Karslake,  with  one 
rod,  IJilb.,  piloted  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Brown,  all  good 
fish.  Mr.  Charlie  Shore  had  a  splen  iid  jack  on 
roach  tackle  with  hread  crust.  After  playing  it  for 
fifteen  minutes  it  dived  under  the  punt  and  broke 
away.  M.jffatt,  the  river-keeper,  and  many  other 
witnesses  testify  to  the  affair,  and  judge  its  weight 
to  be  about  Tib.  Thirty-two  punts  fished  Twicken- 
ham Deeps  on  Oct.  22.  Largest  jack  41  b..  as  yet. 
Later. — The  river  is  very  low  and  bright  with  very 
lit'le  stream  running;  stUl,  good  bags  of  roach  are 
being  taken.  On  Sunday.  October  22,  there  were 
thirty-two  punts  out  in  the  Twickenham  Deeps, 
the  smallest  stretch  of  preserved  water  on 
the  Thames.  It  being  a  very*  rough  day,  the 
takes  were  small,  but  I  secured  91b.  of  good  roach 
with  Mr.  Brister.  On  Tuesday— half-day— I  got 
71b.  good  roach,  one  poing  lib.,  and  one  bream 
with  Mr.  Seagrove.  On  Oct  24,  Mr.  Karslake. 
piloted  by  C.  W.  Brown,  14 Jib.,  roach  and  dace, 
top  weight,  at  present,  for  Mr.  Baker's  prize  roach 
ro-1 ;  G.  Lee,  sen.,  being  top  weight  for  combination 
rod  for  jack — namely,  41b.  While  fishing  for  roach 
with  bread-crust,  Mr.  James  Avon,  of  the  Shepherd's 
Bush  A  S.,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Charlie  Shore  and 
Mr.  Charles  G.  Bentfield,  hooked  a  jack  and  played 
it  for  fifteen  minutes,  but  while  attempting  to  land 
it  it  dived  under  the  punt  and  broke  away;  its 
weight  was  about  71b. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wi  aysbury). — The  sharp  frosts  have 
put  the  jack  on  the  feed,  and  I  have  had  fair  sport 
the  few  times  I  have  been  out,  but  nothing  very 
big.  best  fish,  51b.  lOoz.,  spinning;  also  a  few  chub 
^      up  to  21b.  Coz.,  but  extra  fine  tackle  is  now  neces- 
'l     sary  owing  to  the  clear  water.    The  roach  were 
^      feed  ing  better  on  Tuesday,  but  I  did  not  succeed  in 
^  .  getting  any  big  ones.    Have  not  tried  the  perch 
this  week. — P.  BaowN  (Fisherman). 

Avon  (Hingwood). — This  river  is  still  very  low 
and  clear,  and   rain  is  wanted   badly.     Mr.  T. 
Wentwortli  Falconer  has  been  having  very  good 
sport  amongst  the  roach  during  the  past  week, 
taking  on  Oct.  19  sixty-two  roach  and  six  dace,  the 
^     largest  roach  I  Jib.   On  Oct.  21,  fifty-two  roach  and 
dace  up  to  l^lb.    On  Oct.  23,  forty-two  roach,  dace, 
and  chub.    On  Oct.  24,  fifty-nine  roach  and  one 
dace.  Inrgest  roach  IJlb.    On  Oct.  25,  during  one 
i      hour's  fishing,  got  thirty-one  roach  up  to  1  lb.  6oz. 
'      Mr.  P.  Wadham,  fishing  on  private  waters,  got  a 
nice  basket  of  pike,  perch,  and  roach  weighing  451b. 
The  same  gentleman  a'so  got  thirty  roach  on  ^.he 
t  icket  water.    Mr.  Mead  and  Mr.  Hardy  have  had 
ome  good  baskets  of  grayling,  the  former  taking 
-ight  brace  one  day  up  to  1  Jib.,  but  were  all  relumed 
to  the  water;  Mr.  Hardy's  largest  fish,  lilb.— 
M.  W.  Hayter. 
Bottisham   Looka   (Waterbeaoh).  —  On  this 
I  retch  of  fioe  water  the  river  is  in  excellent  con- 
iJition,  free  from  fallen  leaves,  and  the  banks  are 
'lean  to  fi.sh  from.    All  through  the  week  frosty 
nights  and  mornings,  midday  with  bright  sunshine 
tor  about  five  houia.    Several  anglers  have  been 
tempted  to  try  for  roach  with  results  of  small  bags 
only,  up  to  4lb.  each,  with  numerous  bait  size, 
which  are  uaeful  now.    Our  anglers  here  as  a  rule 
lire  giving  attention  to  the  pike.     On  two  days 
everal  had,  largest  fi-h  only  G.}lb.    They  seem  to 
run  small  at  pre-ent,  the  river  being  low  and  clear. 
Punt  on  the  spot  if  required,  and  good  sized  dace 
for  bnits,  also  roach. — Jo>rN  O.  George,  Beche- 
joad,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — It  must  be  many 
years  ago  that  the  water  wos  so  low  as  it  is  at  the 
present  tirne.  Some  pla"es  it  is  more  or  less  a 
succession  of  pools,  nnd  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the 
water  a  good  if&ny  fish  are  deterred  from  going  up 
to  the  spawning  be.'S.  Official  figures  verify  the 
:i99ertion  in  this  column  a  few  weeks  ago  on  the 
very  poor  sohhou  experienced.  The  figures  sli  )w 
that  during  the  [jast  .season  four  sulmon  h  we  been 
killed  by  rod  fiahermeri  in  Wa'er-Baililf  Soper's 
district, weighing  Oi'Ib.;  eighty-two, weighing  itlHlb.. 
in  Water  Ba'liff  Smith's  distrit't ;  eighty- three, 
weighing  JOfilb.,  in  Water-Bailiff  Gregory's di^triet ; 
and  twenty-five,  weighing  2761b.,  in  Water-BHiliff 
Warren's  district,  a  total  of  194,  weighing  21021b., 
against  460,  weighing  49801b.,  last  season,  and  2C1, 
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weighing  24621b.,  the  year  previous.  This  is  con- 
clusive evidence  that  the  season  has  been  poor  for 
salmon,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  trout 
anglers  have  done  nothing  better.  The  question  as 
to  whether  the  fishery  board  should  give  their 
sanction  to  the  proposal  of  the  Town  Council  to 
allow  the  sewage  after  filtration,  etc.,  to  go  into  the 
river  was  recently  discussed,  and  no  objection  was 
raised. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).— From 
the  report  of  the  Fishery  Board's  netting  operations, 
it  appears  that  between  July  29  and  Sept  14  there 
were  caught  in  the  nets  and  coops  at  Salmon  Hall 
133  salmon,  79  grilse,  and  514  sea-trout,  which 
realised  £208,  or  £37  more  than  the  same  weight 
of  fish  obtained  in  1896.  The  salmon  averaged 
141b.  6|oz.,  the  grilse,  51b.  7oz.,  and  the  sea-trout. 
21b.  13  Joz.  Only  one  case  of  disease  has  been  noticed 
this  year,  and  that  was  in  a  sea-trout  with  sea  lice 
on  it.  So  far  the  revenue  for  licences  shows  a  falling 
oH  of  £10  contipared  with  la..st  year.  The  Fishery 
Board  have  determined  to  ask  the  Manchester  Cor- 
poration what  quantity  of  water  they  are  sending 
down  the  Greta  from  Thirlmere.  A  clause  making 
it  possible  for  policemen  to  search  persons  on  the 
highway  suspected  of  having  fish  in  their  possession 
is  recommended  to  be  inserted  in  the  draft  bill 
amending  the  present  Salmon  Fisheries*  Act. — 
Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. —  The  Exeter  "Izaak 
Walton  "  Association  have  commenced  business  in 
the  right  way,  for  the  other  evening  the  president 
(Mr.  C.  J.  Ross)  gave  an  inte.'esting  address  to  a 
good  attendance  of  members,  dealing  with  the  local 
stream^,  during  which  he  stated  that  the  Exe  was 
one  of  the  best  salmon  and  trout  rivers  in  England, 
but  it  was  badly  managed,  and  he  suggested  as 
a  remedy  the  formation  and  carrying  out  of  rules  of 
what  was  good  and  bad  for  fish,  and  how  best  they 
could  be  protected,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted 
in  which  it  was  decided  to  make  some  suggestions 
to  the  Navigation  Conservators.  No  doubt  if  the 
society  keep  pegging  away  they  will  get  their 
grievances  remedied,  as  at  the  present  time  the  city 
authorities  are  giving  the  matter  careful  considera- 
tion.— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tribataries. — Weather  continues  to 
be  favourable  to  grayling  fishing,  and  on  the  lower 
parts  of  the  Dove,  especially  as  grayling  aie 
numerous  there,  good  sport  continues  to  be  the 
rule.  The  "taking"  flies  have  proved  to  be  the 
Grey  Palmer,  G  Iden  Earwig,  an^  the  Cook  Winged 
Dun  and  Silver  Dun.  There  are  far  more  grayling, 
the  whole  river's  length  from  Harlington  down,  than 
for  many  years  previous. — Foster  Bros. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Still  no  rain.  The  river  is 
ngiin  at  summer  level.  Fish  come  up  from  the 
Sol  way  on  every  tide.  When  they  meet  the  sewage 
full  in  the  face,  some  turn  back  and  seek  the  sweeter 
salt  waters,  but  a  certain  number  seem  to  be  less 
fastidious,  and  remain  in  the  pools  about  Cargo  and 
Stainton.  This  is  where  most  of  the  few  fish  now 
being  caught  hail  from.  In  the  Cargo  water 
Mr.  M.  C.  Scott  has  landed  three— 181b., 
181b.,  91b. ;  the  last  a  spring  fish.  This  is 
the  second  spring  fi<h  he  has  had  lately. 
Mr.  T.  Robinson  killed  one ;  Mr.  H.  B.  Lockhart, 
three,  171b..  2()lb.,  2llb.  ;  Mr.  Collingwood,  one, 
251  b.  ;  Mr.  Joseph  Fox,  one,  I'Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Aston, 
one,  181b. ;  and  William  Edgar,  one,  101b.  In  the 
Rickerby  water,  Mr.  Hewitt  had  a  fish  21  lb.,  and 
Brodie,  the  keeper,  one,  111b.  Dr.  Crisp  had  one, 
151b.,  at  Crosby,  and  Mr.  C.  Liddeli,  two,  201b., 
231b. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Wbitby). — During  the  past  week,  owing  to 
the  unsettled  condition  of  tlie  weather,  the  river 
has  been  in  a  variable  condition,  and  adverse  to  the 
possibility  of  good  angling,  yet  anglers  who  have 
been  out  have  experienced  fair  sport.  A  fairly 
good    run    of    fish    has    taken    place,    and  the 


higher  waters  are  now  well  stocked  for  the  lo  • 
maining  days  of  the  season.     Should  the  water 
fine  down  good  sport  may  be  anticipated.  The 
catches  to  hand  are: — Mr.  H.  D.  Thompson,  onu 
salmon  of  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  B.  Clare,  one  of  31b. ;  Mr.  H. 
H.  RastaU,  seven,  121b.,  31b.,  41b.,  41b.,  31b.,  41b.. 
and  31b.;  Mrs.  Barker,  one  of  121b.;  Mr.  Kirk^ 
two  of  61b.  each;  Mr.  Culross,  four,  61b.,  61b.,  51b., 
and  5lb.  ;  Miss  M.  Keighley,  two,  lOlb.  and  61b. ; 
Mr,  J.  Baker,  five,  71b.,  31b.,  41b.,  31b  ,  and  GJlb. ; 
Mr.  C.  Marks,  three,  61b.,  41b.,  and  31b. ;  Captain 
Wood,  two,  71b.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  R.  Linton,  one  of 
12Jlb.;  Major  Buckle,  three,  6lb.,  51b,  and  3ilb. ; 
Miss  E.  Smales,  two,  41b.  and  1  lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Branch, 
two,  121b,  and  101b.;  Mr.  J.  Calvert,  four,  81b., 
41b.,  131b.,  and  121b. ;  and  Mr.  F.  Clough,  two,  1  lb. 
and  71b. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  good  perch 
and  roach  have  been  caught  in  the  river  and  canal, 
and  are  in  fine  condition  now.  A  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  Exe  Conservators  was  held  last 
week  at  the  offices  of  the  secretary  (Mr.  H.  Ford), 
Mr.  T.  C.  Daniels  presiding.  A  vote  of  condolence 
was  passed  for  the  widow  and  family  of  the  late 
Mr.  W.  J.  Llewellyn,  who  for  more  than  eighteen 
years  was  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  the 
board.  The  Mayor  of  Exeter  (Mr.  E.  C.  Perry) 
seconded  the  vote,  which  was  supported  by  the 
Rev.  F.  J.  Coleridge,  and  unanimously  carried. 
The  chairman  also  brought  forward  the  question  of 
raising  the  trout  licences,  admitting  that  this  would 
be  a  hardship  on  some  few  who  could  ill  afford  to 
pay  an  increased  amount,  but  wisely  suggested 
that  this  difficulty  could  be  got  over  by  submitting 
special  cases  upon  their  merits  to  the  Watch  Com- 
mittee. The  proposed  charges  suggested  were  as 
follows:  Whole  season,  6s.;  weekly  licence,  23.; 
day  licence.  Is.  Colonel  Wyatt-Edgell  had  no 
objection  to  the  increase  if  put  upon  bcmd  fide 
trout  fishers,  but  in  the  case  of  a  man  fishing  for 
roach  or  eels  suggested  it  should  not  apply,  a  sug- 
gestion which  the  many  coarse  fi-shers  will  much 
appreciate.  After  discussion,  the  motion  was 
carried  by  seven  votes  to  two.  The  question  of  the 
preserving  and  stocking  the  Exeter  Canal  has  taken 
on  well,  Councillor  C.  J.  Ross  having  shown  great 
interest  in  the  matter.  Bass  and  some  fine  cat>chea 
of  pollack  have  been  made  at  Exmouth  Pier  and 
Docks,  and  some  mullet  also  caught. — Red 
Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Sport  continues  quiet, 
and  no  satisfactory  results  are  anticipated  until 
heavy  rain  has  fallen.  The  dead  leaves  and  weeds 
are  sinking  to  the  bottom  and  making  the  river 
very  foul.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Oct.  26)  no 
catches  worthy  of  mention  had  been  reported. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Iiledr. — Since  my  last  report  the  river  has  been 
very  low  and  out  of  order  for  fishing,  so  there  has 
been  very  little  done  with  salmon.  Mr.  Brandreth 
had  one  of  5lb.,  and  D.  McNaughton  one  of  41b. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  we  will  get  a  flood  before  the  end 
of  this  month,  as  the  time  expires  on  Oct.  31. — Mc. 

laUgg  and  Arroir  (Xaoomiuatsr). — Both  streams 
are  running  clear  but  getting  very  low.  The 
weather  has  been  good  for  grayling  fishing.  Angling 
has  not  been  very  brisk.  A  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  and  some  nice  sized  grayling  landed, 
but  no  large  baskets  of  fish.  The  grayling  are 
rising  at  the  small  Upright  Blue,  and  will  scarcely 
look  at  other  flies.  They  have  been  feeding  at  the 
maggot.  Prospects  for  sport  favourable.  The 
Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Uanymy- 
nech). — The  lovely  weather  still  continues  in  this 
vicinity,  and  some  sharp  frosts  at  night  not  only 
improves  the  grayling,  which  are  now  at  their 
best  and  very  plentiful,  but  has  tinted  the 
leaves  of  the  trees  so  much  that  the  foliage  in  the 
brilliant  sunshine  has  the  appea'ance  of  burnished 
gold.  The  rivers,  too,  are  still  in  splendid  con- 
dition, and  sport  is  good  all  round  amongst  pike 
and  other  coarse  fish ;  but  on  some  days,  or  parts 
of  the  day,  several  of  our  local  anglers  say  that  no 
bait  will  tempt  the  fish  to  rise,  whilst  at  other  parts 
of  the  day  they  will  rise  at  anything  and  every- 
thing.— Vyrnwy. 

Stonr  (Bores,  Suffolk). — Rain  is  badly  wanted 
in  this  disi  rict  for  all  purposes,  angling  especially. 
The  river  is  very  clsar  and  no  stream  running,  and 
fi-h  are  feeding  very  badly.  Some  few  roach  have 
been  taken  up  to  a  pound  in  weight,  and  sjme  small 
jack ;  but  fish  as  a  rule  are  dead  off  feed.  Nothing 
will  be  done  until  we  get  some  rain. — W.  T. 
Balnbridge. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  CbiobeBter  Canal. — There 
is  but  little  to  chronicle  this  week.  Rivers  are  low 
and  bright.  Frosts  in  the  early  mornings,  and  the 
water  full  of  falling  leaves  and  autumnal  debris. 
The  riverside  has  been  well-nieh  deserted.  No  news 
from  the  Ouse,  Adur,  or  Cuckmere  has  reached  me, 
so  infer  there  is  nothing  worth  recording.  From 
Chichester  Canal  a  pike  of  4lb.  and  a  few  bream 
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have  been  captured.  A  few  visitors  have  tried  the 
lower  reaches  with  but  indifferent  success, — George 
F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iindlow). — The  Teree  in  this  part  is 
running  clear  and  a  fair  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  grayling  fishing,  and  they  have  been  rising  well. 
A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  grayling  do 
not  take  the  fly  well,  and  appear  to  be  feeding  on 
the  small  midges  and  the  insects  from  the  falling 
leaves.  Maggot  and  grasshopper  fishing  has  been 
tried,  and  several  good  grayling  landed.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  tried  by  a  good  lew  anglers,  and 
sport  has  been  good  with  live  bait;  one  angler 
took  eight  fish  at  the  end  of  last  week.  Prospects 
for  sport  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyue,  North  and  Soutli,  and  Neighbonringr 
Rivers. — All  our  rivers  are  now  in  fine  fishing 
order.  Mr.  Johnson,  fishing  a  stretch  of  the  Rede, 
has  had  good  sport.  Capt.  Tumbull,  fishing  his 
own  btretch  at  Billingham  (North  Tyne),  has  killed 
several  good  fish,  the  Kate  proving  "his  best  killing 
pattern.  The  Tyne  at  Ovingham  has  fished  well, 
some  good  fish  falling  to  fly  and  minnow.  Mr. 
Twaddel,  on  Oct.  20,  killed  three  fine  fish  on  the 
Riding  Mill  water.  The  Coquet  fished  well  on  Oct. 
21  ;  some  heavy  salmon  were  killed  with  prawn  and 
fly.  On  Oct.  24  another  flood  came  down,  and  our 
week  end  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  a  royal 
time  of  it.  Tl.ere  is  a  large  quantity  of  salmon  and 
grilse  in  the  rivers.  Good  flies:  Kate,  Jock  Scott, 
Wilkinson,  and  Black  Doctor. — Hy.  A.  Mubton. 

Usk  CDsk). — The  river  is  still  low,  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  frosty  nights  makes  the  water  very 
clear.  There  has  been  no  salmon  caught  since  our 
last  report. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Mr.  E.  Gibbs,  of  the 
Campbell  Angling  Society,  took  a  jack  of  71b.  this 
■week,  and  others  of  these  fish  have  been  seen  on 
the  move.  The  water  is  at  its  lowest  for  a  long 
time. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
aie  in  very  good  orc'er  for  either  fly  or  bottom 
fishing,  and  a  nice  few  grayling  have  been  obtained 
The  sharp  frosts  we  have  had  has  done  for  the 
midges.  There  is  a  nice  hatch  of  flies  out  in  the 
afternoon,  and  several  baskets  of  from  three  to 
five  brace  have  been  taken  from  the  Wye.  The 
Derwent,  toj,  is  affording  some  faiily  good 
creels,  the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  at  Rowsley 
yielding  two  to  four  brace  of  nice  fish. 
Also  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  ;  Associa- 
tion's portion  of  this  liver  has  afforded  a  few  gray- 
ling, and  those  who  have  bottom  fished  have  secured 
mixed  baskets  of  roach  and  perch.  The  prospect  is 
very  good  for  this  time  of  the  year;  the  best  time 
of  the  day  to  fish  is  from  11  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Useful 
flies:  Apple  Green,  Needle  Fly,  Red  Tag,  Red  and 
Grey  Quill,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  Yore  and  Swale  and  their 
tributary  streams  are  now, running  very  low  and 
clear ;  the  weather  keeps  cold,  and  on  the  hills  on 
the  upper  leaches  snow  has  fallen,  and  they  are 
covered  over.  Grayling  fishers  have  not  met  with 
very  much  sport  during  the  last  few  days,  owing 
to  the  floating  leaves  in  the  upper  reaches.  The 
salmon  fishermen  on  the  Yore  have  faied  very 
badly  during  the  last  day  or  two.  In  the  deeps 
of  the  Yore  at  Middleham,  a  few  pike  have 
been  caught,  but  not  above  71b.  in  weight,  as 
far  as  I  can  glean.  Not  many  anglers  have 
been  out  between  Middleham  and  Masham,  beyond 
this  dis(rict  a  few  grayling  fishermen  have  been  out. 
Mr.  J.  Picker-gill  got  thirty-three  grayling  weighing 
9ilb.  with  the  fly,  the  best  patterns  being  Dark 
Needle  and  Pale  Autumn  Dun.  The  Rev.  R.  E. 
Ricketts  has  been  having  good  sport  amongst  the 
grayling,  killing  some  fine  baskets  with  the  Dark 
Needle,  Claret  Dun,  and  Sea  Swallow.  In  the 
districts  of  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge  some  nice  pike 
and  chub  have  been  taken  with  maggot  and  paste. 
On  the  Swale  some  nice  grayling  have  been  caught 
in  the  districts  of  Easby  and  Catterick  Bridge.  In 
the  lower  districts  a  few  fishermen  have  been  out, 
and  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with.  Mr. 
Crabtree  got  a  few  nice  roach  weighing  close  upon 
1  lb.  eai.li.  The  River  Nidd  lias  been  in  very  good 
order  during  the  early  part  of  this  week  and  some 
very  nite  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  the 
grayling  in  the  upper  reashes.  In  the  districts  of 
Kiiare.- borough,  Rib, ton,  and  Hunsingore  some 
very  nice  baskets  of  roach,  dace  and  chub  have 
been  caught.  The  River  Wharfe  has  been  in  excel- 
lent oidor  for  flyfishing  during  the  la-t  lew  days. 
In  the  upper  reaches  some  veiy  nice  baskets 
of  grayling  have  been  caught  at  Grassington 
and  llkley.  The  best  flies  in  this  district 
have  been  ^Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Dark  Needle, 
Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  and  the  Witch.  In  the 
lower  reaches  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  in 
the  districts  of  Harewood,  Collinghain,  Boston  Spu, 
and  Tudcaster.    Some  very  nice  baskets  ha\e  been 


caught  with  the  worm  and  maggot.  Messrs.  Byron, 
Mawhood,  and  others  have  met  with  very  good 
results.  In  the  districts  of  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf 
some  very  nice  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
got  with  the  maggot.  The  River  Derwent  has  been 
running  in  fair  condition,  and  a  fair  number 
of  rods  have  been  seen  out  in  the  upper 
reaches  at  Schoohouse  Hill  and  Yeddingham. 
Sport  has  been  very  fair,  and  good  catches  of 
fish  have  been  made  by  Messrs.  We-terman,  Tonks, 
Piekersgill,  and  Hope.  In  the  districts  of  Malton 
and  Hutton  Ambrose  some  nice  baskets  of  coarse 
fish  have  been  caught.  Several  Stockton  anglers 
have  been  paying  a  visit  to  the  River  Swale  and 
fished  their  annual  matches.  On  Oct.  21  the  Moor 
Iron  Works,  Stockton,  fished  theirs  at  Morton 
Biidge.  Thirty-two  competed,  the  principal  prizes 
being  taken  by  H.  Reay,  Isaac  Dew,  J.  Giiffiths, 
J.  Bond,  T.  Jones  and  D.  Evans.  After  the  match, 
the  members  had  a  smoking  concert  which  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  J.  Griffiths.  Songs  were  rendered 
by  the  chairman,  Messrs.  W.  Small,  Bond,  and 
Master  J.  Crabbe.  Prospects  for  sport  during  the 
next  few  days  are  not  very  encouraging  as  our 
sti earns  are  very  low,  and  it  is  evident  that  a  good 
freshet  is  required  to  improve  sport  all  round. — 
John  E.  Millek. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — We  are  now  close 
upon  the  end  of  the  fishing  season,  which  terminates 
on  these  livers  on  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  31.  Angling 
commenced  fairly  well  in  the  spring  of  the  jear, 
but  sea-trout  were  late  in  reaching  the  rivers,  and 
although  plentiful  in  June  and  July  they  did  not 
at  all  during  the  season  fulfil  expectations  either 
in  numbers  or  quality.  So  far  as  salmon  angling 
is  concerned,  the  season  as  a  whole  has  been  a  very 
disappointing  one,  and  was  even  inferior  to  that  of 
last  year,  which  was  much  below  the  average  both 
in  numbers  and  weight.  The  spring  fish  ranged 
from  91b.  and  101b.  to  151b.  in  weight,  while  few, 
if  any,  salmon  were  caught  in  the  autumn  above 
251b.  The  excessively  dry  summer  was  anything 
but  favourable  to  successful  angling,  and  theie  was 
not  a  single  flood  during  the  season  of  sufficient 
weight  to  cleanse  the  rivers  and  allow  the  fish  to 
proceed  to  the  upper  waters.  During  the  back-end 
plenty  of  salmon  weie  in  the  best  pools  of  the  Esk 
and  also  in  the  Double  water,  but  the  water  was 
generally  too  low  and  clear  for  salmon  angling. 
Herling  fishing  fell  short  of  last  year's  catches,  and 
grilse  provided  very  little  sport  throughout  the 
season.  Although  good  fish  of  that  species  were 
occasionally  landed,  odd  ones  of  5lb.  weight  were 
taken,  but  these  were  few  and  far  between.  Yellow 
trout  fishing,  which  was  exceptionally  good  last 
year,  was  not  approached  at  any  time  during  the 
season.  The  best  hauls  were  made  in  Ewes  and 
Waachope,  Tarras  came  next,  a  fairly  good  third, 
but  none  of  the  other  tributaries  provided  sport  of 
an  average  character,  excepting  the  Hermitage, 
which,  however,  was  very  unequal  during  the  entire 
season.  The  angling  opened  on  the  Liddle  very 
favourably,  but  fell  off  lamentably  towards  the 
autumn.  The  river  was  better  patronised  than  in 
some  previous  years,  and  a  few  salmon  were  caught. 
There  was  a  greater  influx  of  visitors  in  the  Lang- 
holm disti  ict  than  at  any  time  during  the  last  few 
years,  and  most  of  the  hotels  in  the  town,  notably 
the  Eskdale  Hotel,  weie  all  but  crowded  out. 
One  or  two  heavy  salmon  were  got  in  Langholm 
water  in  the  spring,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
season  not  many  were  caught  over  201b.  At  the 
latter  part  of  September,  Mr.  Cragg  landed  a 
salmon  of  251b.  in  Wilkin's  Pool  below  Longtown 
in  the  Netherby  reserved  water;  Mr.  Makant's 
largest  fish,  caught  in  the  Netherby  water,  was 
211b.;  while  Mr.  D,  Little  has  had  several  fish 
scaling  201b.  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  and  in 
the  Double  water.  Mr.  Elston  has  had  one  or  two 
fish  of  201b.  and  a  little  under  that  weight,  while 
Lady  Constance  Seott  landed  a  201b.  salmon  in 
the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water.  Another 
good  catch  was  Mr.  D.  Elliot's  23^1b.  salmon, 
landed  oa  Oct.  18.  Very  few  salmon  were  caught 
on  the  Liddle,  while  yellow  trout  afforded  good 
spoit  at  intervals  in  the  upper  reaches.  Kills 
during  last  week  were  remarltably  small  in  both 
rivers,  but  as  bait  fishing  in  the  Cauldron  and 
Willow  Pools  continues  till  Nov.  1,  some  sport  may 
be  had  there,  only  those  two  famous  pools  have 
not  upheld  their  reputations  this  season.  Hard 
frosts  have  been  the  rule  at  nights  during  the  last 
fortnight,  the  trees  are  completely  stripped  bare, 
and  the  waters  are  filled  with  dead  leaves.  Theie 
is  little  prospect  of  a  flood,  so  the  season  may  bo 
said  to  have  closed  rather  ingloriously.  Fishing  in 
the  Double  water,  Mr.  D.  Elliot,  Langholm,  caught 
a  fine  new-run  salmon  with  fly,  weighing  23^lb., 
after  a  good  run  of  twenty  minutes.  There  is  just 
now  a  new  run  of  salmon,  and  the  spate  is  wanted 
more  than  ever  in  the  mid-reaches  and  lower  waters 


as  there  is  not  water  enough  to  afford  good  sport. 
Mr.  A.  Keen,  Rowanburn,  had  over  a  dozen  herling 
and  one  sea-trout  in  the  mid  stretches  of  the  Esk ; 
Mr.  W.  Byers  caught  a  salmon  which  scaled  161b. 
in  the  same  water ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson  had  six  herling 
and  a  few  sea-trout  in  the  week,  and  at  a  subsequent 
fishine  Mr.  Nelson  landed  a  salmon  oF  IClb.  in 
Canonbie  water.  Fishing  in  the  Netherby  reserved 
water.  Mr.  Makant  had  a  salmon  of  L7lb.  and  also 
one  of  less  weight.  Mr.  D.  Little  landed  a  salmon, 
weighing  191b.,  in  the  Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk. 
The  weather  is  beautifully  fine,  but  colder  than 
it  has  been  in  October  for  fifteen  years.  This 
month's  angling,  in  consequence  of  the  cold  and  the 
lowness  of  the  waters,  has  fallen  short  of  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  last  year  as  regards  the  Esk. 
The  Liddle  has  suffered  from  the  same  cause, 
though  some  fairly  good  baskets  of  herling  have 
been  got  below  Penton  Bridge  during  the  last  ten 
days.  A  good  many  salmon  rods  were  out  on  the 
Canonbie  division  of  the  Esk  at  the  close  of  last 
week  and  beginning  of  this,  but  the  sport  has  only 
been  poor.  A  small  salmon  was  got  in  the  Netherby 
side  of  the  Willow  Pool,  and  a  fish  of  161b.  was 
landed  in  the  Graham  Arms  portion  of  the  Netherby 
reserved  water.  Mr.  J.  Graham  had  a  salmon  of 
lOlb.  in  the  Double  water;  Mr.  J.  Jardine  had  a 
few  herling  in  the  mid-reaches ;  Mr.  J.  Steel, 
Rowanburn,  had  one  sea-trout  and  some  herling ; 
Messrs.  Johnstone  and  Murray  had  similar  baskets. 
Mr.  H.  Forster  caught  a  salmon  below  Longtown 
Bridge.  Mr.  J.  Elston  had  a  small  salmon  in  the 
Netherby  reserved  water ;  Rev.  J.  C.  Graham  a 
small  salmon  in  the  same  water ;  Mr.  Laidlow  a 
few  herling  and  a  sea-trout.  Mr.  Mason  a  small 
salmon  in  the  Motal  Bridge  water. — Gilmockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  River  Deveron  has 
been  in  a  flooded  state  for  the  whole  of  the  past 
week,  a  circumstance  which  is  greatly  against  rod 
fiihers  getting  good  sport.  Notwithstanding,  on 
the  Huntly  water,  on  Oct.  14,  Mr.  Rough  had  a 
fish  of  61b, ;  Mr.  Dawson,  one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Roger, 
one  of  171b.  On  Oct.  16,  Mr.  Martin  had  two 
fiiSh  of  91b.  and  18lb.  ;  Mr.  Jaffray,  two  of  5lb, 
and  20lb.  On  Oct.  17,  Mr.  Crighton  had  a 
fish  of  IGlb.  On  Oct.  18,  Mr.  Martin  had  a 
fish  of  15Ib.  ;  Mr.  Crighton,  one  of  161b. ;  and  Mr. 
Rough,  one  of  7lb.  On  Oct.  20,  Mr.  Davidson  had 
a  fish  of  61b.,  and  Dr.  Wilson,  one  of  81b.  On  the 
Avochie  water,  on  Oct.  18,  Mr.  Farquharson  had 
three  fish  of  olb.,  91b.,  and  181b.  respectively,  and 
on  Oct.  20  the  same  gentleman  had  a  beauty  of 
27lb.  Sir  Arthur  Clay,  Bart ,  and  Lady  Clay  have 
left  Ardmeallie,  Rothiemay,  for  19,  Hyde  Park 
Gate,  London. — H.  W. 

Bam. — Fish  are  plentiful  in  the  River  Earn  at 
present,  but  the  water  is  very  low.  Fishing  Dupplin 
reserved  water  during  the  past  week.  Lord  Wolver- 
ton  killed  two  fish,  17lb.  and  9lb.,  on  Oct.  17.  a 
grilse  of  91b.  on  Oct.  18,  and  two  grilse,  7lb.  each, 
on  Oct.  23;  Hon.  Gerald  Ward  had  one  grilse, 
7ilb.,  on  Oct.  17,  one  fish  of  151b.  and  a  grilse  of  71b. 
on  Oct.  20,  one  fish,  161b.,  and  two  grilse,  81b.  each,  on 
October  21 ;  Hon.  John  Ward  had  two  grilse,  9lb. 
and  8lb.,  on  October  18.  Mr.  Vernon  one  grille,  6^lb., 
and  Hon.  Cyiil  Ward  one  grilse,  7ilb.,  on  October  23  ; 
and  A.  Hankinson  one  grilse,  71b.,  on  October  20. 
Fishing  on  the  tidal  water  near  Abernethy,  Mr.  G. 
R.  Donald  killed  one  fish,  191b. ;  while  another 
angler  had  one  fish,  201b.,  and  three  sea-trout,  71b. — 
A.  A. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Everywhere  sport 
would  be  rife  were  it  not  for  the  unsavoury  weather 
conditions.  As  it  is  the  returns  are  by  no  means 
meagre,  and  as  the  season  closes  in  these  will  be 
better  stiU.  On  the  lower  waters  the  pools  are 
teeming  with  fresh-run  fish,  averaging  the  big 
weight  of  between  181b.  and  201b.,  real  autumn 
beauties.  On  the  Park  water  last  week  Mr. 
Riviere  landed  nine,  all  about  that  weight,  while 
Miss  Riviere  had  one  of  201b.  On  the  Drum  waters 
Mr.  Irvine  had  six,  scaling  from  I7jlb.  to  281b. 
On  the  Blackball  Castle  water  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and 
party  creeled  nine,  all  about  181b.  to  201b.,  and 
Lord  Penrhyn  and  his  son  had  several  on  the 
Cairnton  of  equal  weights.  On  the  Aboyne  waters 
Mr.  Beckett,  on  the  Forest  of  Birse  Mr.  Heaven, 
and  on  the  Glentana  Mr.  Coats,  are  all  getting  fish 
every  day  out,  but  many  spoitsmen  have  left  on 
account  of  the  stormy  state  of  the  weather. 
H.R.H.  the  Piincess  Louise  is  to  finish  out  the 
season  on  her  Mar  Lodge  water.  She  has  been  out 
every  available  day,  and  is  always  sure  of  some 
sport,  but  the  spates  have  been  somewhat  too 
heavy  for  the  best  chances.  To-day  (Oct.  25)  the 
river  is  again  in  flood.  On  the  Association's  water 
at  Old  Bridge  of  Dee,  Mr.  Soutar  had  a  beauty  on 
Oct,  23  of  351b.,  and  one  of  151b.  on  Oct  20.  The 
tidal  anglers  are  not  making  much  of  it  owing  to 
the  heavy  waters  and  the  cold.  Don. — On  the 
KLntore  waters  on  Oct.  21  the  usual  plethora  of 
rods  were  out,  and  some  execution  was  done,  Laing 
(Aberdeen)  having  three  totalling  about  lOOib. 
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The  river  was  too  bi?  on  Oct.  23  and  24.  but 
fish  were  running  freely,  and  by  the  end  of 
the  week  good  sport  should  be  the  order  of  the  day. 
Oq  the  Grandholra  the  Countess  of  Suffolk  and 
party  are  getting  from  two  to  six  fish  daily,  up  to 
25lb.  On  the  Woodside  water  Mr.  J.  Emalie, 
Aberdeen,  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  181b.  on  Oct.  23, 
fresh  np,  and  Mr.  Robertson  had  one  of  201b.  on 
Oct.  21.  On  the  Seaton  section  Mr.  Simpson  and 
Mr.  Scott  are  creeling  two  and  three  heavy  fish 
daily.  On  the  tidal  waters  Mr.  Jas.  Mackenzie, 
solicitor,  and  Mr.  Wilson  are  getting  good  baskets 
of  sea  trout  up  to  21b.  Ythan. — On  the  Ellon 
Castle  waters  Mr.  Gordon  has  had  several  salmon 
up  to  201b.,  and  sea-trout  every  day  during  the 
past  week.  On  the  Methlick  waters  Mr.  T.  N.  Crane 
had  nine  sea-trout,  averaging  21b.  apiece,  and  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  on  the  Turner  Hall  waters,  nine  fish  of 
similar  weights.  On  the  Ugie  some  grand  sport  is 
being  had  by  Messrs.  Ingram,  Forbes,  and  others. — 
G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  back-end  salmon 
angling  is  proving  a  huge  failure  in  the  rivers  of 
this  part  of  the  coimtry.  Not  a  drop  of  rain  has 
fallen  for  a  long  time,  and  the  rivers  have  fallen  to 
a  lower  level  than  that  of  midsummer.  Many  anglers 
have  never  wet  a  line  this  autumn,  and  are  not  likely 
to  do  so,  as  there  is  not  the  slightest  prospect  of  rain. 
The  Galloway  rivers,  as  also  those  in  Ayrshire, 
expire  their  rod-fishing  on  Oct.  31,  and  the  Solway 
Esk  closes  down  on  the  following  night.  The 
Dumfries  Nith  holds  on  to  Nov.  14,  and  the  Annan 
expires  on  the  evening  of  the  15th.  After  the  latter 
date  there  is  only  one  river  in  the  South  of 
Scotland  open,  namely,  the  small  river  the  Urr 
of  Dalbeattie,  which  continues  until  the  end 
of  the  month,  and  closes  with  the  Tweed. 
Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  streams,  salmon  are 
not  migrating,  and  the  Solway  fishermen  report 
that  they  do  not  see  fish  moving  in  the  channel 
this  week — a  very  bad  sign.  The  Annan. — This 
river  has  not  been  so  low  and  clear  for  many 
years,  and  there  is  absolutely  no  sport.  On 
Wednesday  evening  of  last  week,  Mr.  W.  Wright 
landed  a  nice  fish  of  18lb  ,  taken  by  spinning, 
and  on  Saturday  during  a  breeze  of  wind  on 
the  water  the  same  angler  hooked  with  fly  a  fish 
that  was  put  down  at  301b.  Unlottunatelyafterplay- 
ing  the  fish  for  ten  minutes  the  fly  came  away.  Mr. 
D.  C.  Loudon  hooked  and  lost  a  g-  od  fish  on  Oct.  19 
with  the  gudgeon  bait.  Abo  ve  the  town  b:  idge  odd  fish 
have  been  showing  during  the  morning  and  evening, 
but  nothing  has  been  done  beyond  what  is  recorded. 
In  the  private  waters  of  Mount  Annan,  Hoddom 
Castle,  and  Castlemilk  there  has  been  no  sport  for  ten 
days,  when  two  small  fish  were  taken  in  the  former 
water.  Hoddom  and  Castleniilk  have  not  yielded  a 
fish  this  autumn,  andlike  results  are  reported  from  the 
private  waters  of  Dormont,  Halleaths,  Dinwoodie, 
and  Warrrphray,  as  also  Murraythwaite  and  Jardine 
Hall  portions.  There  is  bright  sunshine  daily,  while 
hard  frost  has  prevailed  every  morning  for  a  week. 
The  Ddmfbies  Nith. — This  river  is  very  low  and 
clear,  and  angling  is  a  great  failure.  On  many  of 
the  best  casts  not  a  fish  has  been  seen  moving  this 
week.  On  the  Closeburn  water,  on  Oct.  19,  Mr. 
McDowall,  the  keeper,  landed  a  fish  of  141b.,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Urquhart,  a  well-known  angler,  caught 
one  in  the  mid  -  Nithadale  Association  water 
below  Thornhill  which  weighed  some  14lb. 
About  Scaurfoot  and  the  Red  Crow  Pool  a  fish  or 
two  have  been  seen  rising  within  the  past  few  days, 
but  it  wants  a  flood  to  indu.e  the  fish  to  run. 
There  has  been  nothing  done  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  town  since  last  week's 
notes.  It  is  thought  that  the  high  tides 
next  week  may  bring  up  some  fish.  The 
Galloway  Rivees. — There  has  been  no  sport 
in  the  rivers  of  this  district,  and  the  autumn  salmon 
angling  has  been  very  much  worse  than  the  previous 
season  of  la='t  ^ear.  The  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee 
closes  its  angling  on  the  night  of  October  31,  and 
the  other  rivers  close  down  on  the  same  date.  The 
Ayrshike  River.s. — Nothing  is  doing  on  any  of  the 
livers  in  Ayrahiie,  and  a  worse  season  for  rod- 
fi-hing  in  the  autumn  has  never  been  known. — 
Heathebbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  Dirtriot  — There  was  practically 
no  angling  in  the  past  week,  the  weather  conditions 
and  the  low  water  being  responsible  lor  that. 
UnleM  rain  comes  immeoiately  the  season  will 
fizzle  out,  true  1o  the  reputatim  it  acquired.  All 
rivers  clofce  on  the  last  day  of  1hi<  month,  not  only 
in  the  north  but  all  over  Ireland.  Some  rainbows 
were  taken  on  the  Antrim  Road  Basin.  These  fish 
are  in  magnificent  condition  and  lull  of  fight. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  honghn  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Ifi^yo). — Very  good  jack  fishing  on  the  loughs. 
Mr.  Percy  and  son  had  eleven  jack,  1061b.,  largest 
241b.,  also  thirteen  wild  ducks;  Mr.  A.  Merrick, 


nine  jack,  861b.,  largest,  24Jlb.  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Cole  had  some  very  nice  sport  on  the  Palmerstown 
river,  five  grilse,  301b.,  also  twenty-eight  sea-trout, 
largest  2}lb.  Some  very  good  bags  of  teal,  golden 
plover,  and  green  plover,  with  a  few  ducks,  have 
been  got  in  the  estuary  of  the  Moy,  and  if  the  fro^t 
at  night  continues  ifc  will  make  the  birds  very  tame. 
— Pat  Hearnes. 

Pontoon  (Angrlers'  Hotel>. — Fishing  for  past 
week  not  so  good  owing  to  frost ;  still  there  has 
been  some  good  fish  killed.  Viscount  de  Torrebelle 
and  the  countess  are  getting  fairly  good  fishing ; 
their  largest  was  a  nice  pike  of  261b.,  which  has 
been  sent  on  to  Cooper  for  preservation.  Mr. 
Birmingham  got  several  good  pike,  largest  221b. 
Mr.  Margateson  had  good  sport,  his  largest  pike 
weighing  171b.  Mr.  Newsam  killed  a  good  many 
pike,  but  none  over  161b.  Mr.  Huth  got  good 
sport,  largest  trout  Gflb.,  largest  pike  171b,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams  are  getting  fairly  good  sport, 
but  have  not  so  far  killed  any  over  151b.,  but  lost  a 
very  fine  pike  just  as  it  was  ready  for  gaffing.  If 
the  weather  remains  soft  and  calm,  no  doubt  pike 
fishing  will  be  good  next  week. — P.  Healy. 

Shannon  (Castleconuell). — Weather  still  dry 
and  water  low.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  during 
the  week,  but  want  of  water  has  prevented  anything 
like  the  usual  autumnal  sport.  The  season  closes 
on  Oct.  31. — John  Enbtght  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Darg  (Killalofl). — There 
has  been  no  cessation  of  hostilities  this  week 
between  the  salmon  and  their  victors,  as  both  Mr. 
F.  C.  Henry  and  Mr.  W.  McC.  Gordon  have  con- 
tinued to  fight  on  their  respective  beats  with  the 
pleasing  result  that  several  of  the  patriarchs  of  the 
pools  and  rapids  have  tasted  steel.  Mr.  Henry  had 
one  of  421b.  and  one  of  401b.,  besides  several 
smaller  fish  and  numerous  grilse. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.  —  Sport  has  been  generally  good 
since  last  report.  On  Saturday  (Oct.  21)  Messrs. 
O'Connell,  Sugrue,  O'Shea,  and  Connor  caught 
twenty-seven  pollack  in  about  three  hours.  The 
heaviest  fish  weighed  ll^lb.,and  the  average  weight 
of  the  lot  was  about  41b.  On  Oct.  23  four  anglers, 
out  from  Dungegan,  caught  forty-six  whiting,  forty- 
seven  scad,  thirty-six  bream,  and  104  gurnard. 
The  party  fished  for  five  hours.  A  few  bass  have 
been  occasionally  had  by  pollack  fishers,  but  no 
anglers,  as  far  as  I  know,  have  been  specially  out 
after  bass. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — The  weather  continues  favourable, 
and  good  sport  has  generally  been  had  at  and 
around  this  station,  but  not  many  anglers  have 
been  out.  Pollack  appear  to  be  getting  more 
numerous  close  inshore,  and  afforded  good  sport, 
especially  at  the  turn  of  the  tide.  Sport  of  a  good 
description  has  also  been  had  at  other  fish,  but  full 
details  of  all  the  takes  have  not  been  recorded. 
Sea  fishing  will  be  carried  on  as  long  as  the  weather 
holds  good,  and  the  prospects  at  time  of  writing 
are  good  in  all  departments — T.  J.  D. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. —  The  local  and  visiting 
anglers  the  past  eight  days  have  been  getting 
good  sport,  with  codling,  whiting,  dab?,  pouting, 
and  a  few  flounders.  Fishing  the  Ness  hole 
on  Oct.  22  with  G.  George  and  W.  Stone  in 
the  Volunteer,  we  caught  164  fish,  some  of  the 
pouting  were  large,  but  the  majority  of  the 
whiting  ran  long  and  poorly  fed  fish.  I  have  never 
before  seen  so  many  yachts  and  boats  with  fishing 
parties  in  the  Ness  Hole  at  one  time  as  there  was  on 
Oct.  22,  some  of  the  boats  returning  with  over  two 
hundred  fish  each,  they  all  were  having  good  sport. 
On  Oct.  23,  fishing  with  G.  George  and  F.  Rogers, 
the  same  place,  caught  136  fish,  some  very  large 
dabs  and  whiting  being  among  the  number.  Mr. 
Frost,  fishing  just  abreast  of  our  boat,  caught  an 
exceptionally  large  flounder.  Cooper,  out  with  Mr. 
Aubert  and  friend,  caught  seventy  fish.  Teddy 
Bourne  has  been  getting  good  takes  of  fish  daily. 
The  tides  will  not  be  right  for  anglers  this  week-end. 
— J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  good 
at  pollack,  gurnard,  bream,  and  scad,  but  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  at  whiting.  On  Monday 
last  four  anglers  hailing  from  Coomaconclane  caught 
forty-nine  pollack  in  about  three  hours.  On  another 
day  three  anglers  accounted  for  forty-one  bream, 
twenty-six  scad,  and  115  gurnard.  A  few  bass  have 
been  had.— T.  J,  D. 

Deal. — The  week-end  brought  quite  a  contingent 
of  anglers  down,  although  the  weather  was  anything 
but  pleasant,  amongst  them  being  Messrs.  Minchin, 
G.  R.  Clarke,  Hyde  and  Pickup.  Messrs.  G.  R. 
Clarke  and  Owen,  fishing  on  Oct.  20,  took  eighty- 
two  whiting,  seven  pouting,  two  colling.  Oct.  21, 
wind  northerly,  water  like  mud.  Mr.  Hills  and  three 
friends  had  five  score  whiting  and  five  codling,  and 
other  takes  rather  spotty.    On  October  22,  wind 


N.W.  'fresh,  and  several  boats  out.  Sport  rather 
tame,  Mr.  Hills  and  friend  fishing  in  the  bay  with 
Bill  Riley  took  fifty-two  whiting,  two  pouting,  one 
large  dab.  On  Octobfr  23,  wind  westerly,  fine  and 
bright  sun,  water  smooth,  and  some  decent  sport 
obtained.  Mr.  A.  C.  Towers,  sixty  whiting,  ten 
codling,  and  one  121b.  cod,  off  with  J.  Cook.  On 
October  24,  wind  westerly,  gentle  breeze,  water 
smooth,  and  better  condition,  good  takes  of  fish 
landed,  about  twelve  score  per  boat  downwards.  Mr. 
Ernest  Ball  fishing  two  hours  took  three  and  a  half 
score  whiting  and  two  decent  codling.  Oct.  25,  wind 
N.  W.,  light  breeze,  water  in  good  condition,  splendid 
takes  of  fish  landed.  Mr.  Richardson,  fishing  with 
T.  Budd,  took  seven  score  eighteen  whiting,  one 
dab,  one  whiting  over  2lb.,  the  rest  a  good  sample ; 
Mr.  Cawley.  one  cod  15Jlb.  and  four  others  ;  Misa 
Marjorie  Hussey,  one  cod  1 1  lb. ;  F.  Webber, 
T.  Harvey  and  R.  Styles,  fishing  with  Geo. 
Baker,  jun.,  took  six  score  sixteen  whiting,  most 
of  them  large,  and  a  splendid  conger  weighing 
41  lb.,  'the  largest  landed  here  for  several  years. 
With  favourable  weather  in  all  probability  sport 
will  remain  good.  Tides  suitable  to  go  afloat  about 
1 1  a.m.  this  week-end.  Any  angling  gentlemen  who 
intend  coming,  I  would  advise  to  write  me  or  their 
boatman  to  arrange  the  day  before  they  come  for 
bait,  etc. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  fishing  has  been  very 
slow  and  uninteresting  lately,  nearly  all  catches 
proving  numerically  small,  and  large  fish  being  con- 
spicuous by  their  entire  absence.  The  dead  neap 
tides  recently  prevailing,  together  with  a  continued 
ground  swell,  have  no  doubt  accounted  for  this 
lack  of  sport,  and  with  the  forthcoming  springs 
matters  should  speedily  improve.  Liberal  patron- 
age is  daily  bestowed  upon  the  pier  by  both  lady 
and  gentlemen  disciples  of  the  angle,  many  of  whom 
spend  the  major  portion  of  their  time  in  patient 
quest  of  sport.  The  week's  visitors  have  included 
Mrs.JJ.  A.  Worthington,  Miss  Dorothy  Worthington, 
Mrs.  P.  C.  Edgar,  Mrs.  Graham  Smith,  Mrs.  W. 
Standen  Sach,  Mrs.  W.  Tress,  Mrs.  Hugman,  Miss 
Smith,  Mrs.  Hards,  Mrs.  and  Miss  All'son  Wolff, 
Miss  La  Thangue,  Mrs.  Toulson,  Mr,<,  Rolls,  Mrs. 
Winter,  Mrs.  Pethridge,  Mrs.  Finn, Mrs.  G.  Edsva'^ds, 
and  Messrs.  G.  Smith,  H.  Tarling,  J.  Pickup,  P.  C. 
Edgar,  J.  A.  Waddington,  A.  Waddington,  A. 
Tebbutt,  C.  Miskin,  W.  S.  Sach,  F.  P.  Turner, 
W.  Tress,  Capt.  Dicks,  A.  Pegden,  H.  Barnes-Moss, 
S.  Sheman,  W.  A.  Preston,  W.  Miller,  J.  Clapp, 
C.  Hugman,  J.  Trevelyan,  F.  Wolff.  T.  Smith, 
J.  T.  Watkins,  M.  Tucker,  G.  Brand,  F.  ,  S. 
Eldridge,  F.  Eldridge,  G.  Senior,  J.  Toulson,  C. 
Sharwin,  W.  F.  Southgate,  P.  de  R.  Berry,  C.  S. 
Rolls,  G.  Marsden  Smith,  G.  Baker,  A.  Pethridge, 
H.  J.  Finn,  H.  Finn.  H.  Wood,  W.  Albert,  W. 
Dodd,  H.  Christopherson,  E.  Smith,  C.  Farmer, 
Capt.  Edwards,  C.  O.  Minchin,  J.  Woodruff,  C. 
Swan,  A.  Bslcher,  W.  G.  Bevan,  W.  J.  Bevan, 
J.  Ling,  and  H.  Newell.  On  Oct.  20,  a  few 
whiting  and  codling  were  caught  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  but  the  general  run  of  them  was 
small,  the  heaviest  codling  scaling  just  under 
3lb.  Little  improvement  was  witnessed  on  the 
following  day,  and  the  pier  was  almost  deserted  in 
the  evening,  r  A  large  number  of  rods  were  in 
evidence  on  Oct.  22,  but  results  were  again  extremely 
poor.  Fishing  from  the  pier  on  Oct.  23  was 
especially  bad,  only  one  decent  bag  being  made 
throughout  the  entire  day.  The  weather  and  con- 
dition of  water  lelt  little  to  be  desired  on  Oat.  24, 
and  some  fair  pier  catches  resulted,  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar 
securing  a  nice  little  bag  in  the  morning,  Mrs. 
Waddington  and  Mr.  Miskin  some  large  whiting, 
and  Miss  La  Thangue  the  best  fish  of  the  day,  a 
shapely  codling  of  nearly  five  pounds.  Some  half 
score  additional  anglers  joined  the  pier  ranks  on 
Wednesday  morning,  but  sport  was  very  dull,  and 
with  a  few  exceptions,  the  catches  were  very 
meagre,  the  best  fish  of  the  day  falling  to  the  rod 
of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Waddington.  —  J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Herne  Bay. — The  north  wind  having  dropped, 
fish  are  now  well  on  the  feed  again,  and  the  water 
is  in  excellent  condition.  On  Oct.  23  Mr.  Smith 
was  out  for  about  an  hour,  when  he  secured  a  good 
catch  of  whiting  On  Oct.  24  Mr  Targett  had  twenty 
codling,  Mr,  Whitchurch  twenty-three,  Mr.  Edwardj 
thirty-six,  most  of  them  being  about  31b.  Mr. 
Wheeler  had  a  mixed  catch  of  about  two  score 
when  he  was  trying  various  positions  for  a  short 
time  each,  to  see  how  the  fish  were  feeding  after  the 
wind.  As  last  year,  the  Copperas  Channel  seems  to 
be  one  of  the  best  positions,  it  being  fairly  free  from 
crabs  and  well  stocked  with  codling  and  whiting  of 
good  size.    The  boatmen  have  been  having  good 

catches  of  pouting  and   cod  with  long  lines.  

J.  E.  Gripper. 

Pensanoe. — Very  fine  weather  generally,  and  sport 
better.  Messrs.  Catchpool  and  Stone  (B.S.A.S.),on 
Oct.  19,  had  thirty  gurnard,  forty  "sploshers  "  and 
chad,  one  conger,  and  one  red  gurnard  (61b.);  on 
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Oct.  21,  thirty  whiting,  ten  gurnard,  one  crawfish, 
three  conger,  forty-five  bream  and  "  sploBhera,"  and 
eleven  various  (a  good  hamper).  On  Oct.  23  and  24, 
Mr.  Bray  and  self,  eighty-six  whiting,  eighty-five 
gurnard,  one  ray,  thirty-five  bream  and  "spToshers," 
nineteen  mackerel,  three  acad,  and  one  bib.  Boat- 
men have  eecured  good  takes  of  pollack,  conger, 
and  whiting.  Mr.  Paacoe,  jeweller,  fishing,  brought 
a  large  thresher  shark  alongside  the  boat  when  the 
tackle  gave  out— estimated  it  to  be  from  lift,  to 
15ft.  long.  Whiffing  for  pollack  and  rod  fishing 
from  piers,  sport  only  moderate. — J.  H.  Rowe 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth. — Fishermen  have  been  having  a  good 
time  during  this  week,  the  weather  being  very  fine 
and  the  sea  smooth.  The  pollack  are  running 
larger,  and  consequently  heavier  gear  has  been  the 
order  of  the  day.  Some  large  conger  are  being 
taken  in  the  docks,  and  there  is  one  brute  that  I 
should  think  has  enough  hooks  in  him  to  mount  a 
epiller  with ;  when  hooked  he  gets  in  a  hole,  and 
nothing  can  move  him,  the  amount  of  hooks  and 
snoods  he  has  carried  oS  is  astounding.  As  usual 
towards  the  winter  the  smelt  come  in,  and  great 
quantities  are  being  taken  at  the  various  piers  here. 
They  afford  good  sport  on  paternosters,  some  of 
which  are  furnished  with  twelve  hooks — it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  take  six  or  eight  at  a  time. 
The  mackerel  seem  to  have  left  the  docks,  but  dabs 
and  flounders  have  taken  their  place  to  feed  on  the 
small  fry  that  is  being  killed  by  the  blasting  opera- 
tions for  the  deepening  of  docks  near  the  pontoon. 
— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Sonthwold. — Cold,  squally  weather,  with  bright 
sunshine  at  intervals,  wind  still  N.W.  to  N.E., 
have  been  the  fishing  conditions  here  during  the 
past  week.  This  is  all  right  for  codling  and  cod, 
but  the  large  whiting  appear  to  be  a  bit  shy.  Some 
good  dabs  have  been  landed.  A  cod  of  12^1b.  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Powditch  on  the  pier  on  Monday. 
If  in  good  condition,  it  is  surmised  he  should  have 
weighed  at  least  141b.  A  good  many  rods  and 
rodsters  have  been  in  evidence,  and  more  or  less 
fair  sized  "  bags  *'  have  resulted.  Codling  appear 
plentiful,  and  a  really  good  cod  season  is  predicted 
by  some  of  our  old  hands.  To-day's  competition 
(the  Town  Sea  Anglers'  Club)  lasting  for  three 
hours,  ended  as  follows : — First,  Canova,  61b.  5oz. ; 
second,  Aldred,  51b.  4oz.  ;  third,  Mitchell,  41b.  7oz. 
Some  fine  plaice  have  been  taken  off  Dunwich  by 
beach  fishermen,  who,  however,  are  now  waiting 
the  usual  influx  of  sprats  at  this  period. — L.  B. 
Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-ou-NaBe. —  Nob  much  sport  from  pier 
last  week,  amongst  those  who  had  the  heaviest 
bags  were  Messrs.  Blewitt,  Bramstone,  Hou  hton, 
of  codling,  dabs,  and  whiting.  Last  week  Mr. 
F.  W.  Smith  in  boat,  had  601b.  of  codling, 
whiting,  and  dabs,  etc.  In  the  backwaters  they 
are  doing  better,  Q.  Hatcher  had  five  score  yester- 
day ;  Messrs.  Clancy,  Fairbrother  and  others  also 
did  well.  Hope  to  have  another  club  competition 
next  week.  Weather  fine,  sea  calm.  Later  (Oct.  25). 
— Two  members  of  club  been  out  this  afternoon  and 
done  fairly  well.— J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 


JlssociaUotts,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
A  committee  meeting  was  held  on  Oct.  17,  Mr 
Barnes  presiding,  when  a  programme  of  fixtures  to 
the  end  of  the  current  year  was  drawn  up,  and 
sundry  matters  of  business  were  discussed.  At  the 
ordinary  meeting  on  Oct.  18,  a  gentleman  previously 
proposed  for  membership  was  balloted  for  and 
elected,  and  another  nominated.  The  chairman, 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave,  who  had  attended  the  usual 
monthly  meeting  of  delegates  to  the  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, gave  a  report  of  the  proceedings  at  such 
meeting,  and  was  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks.  The 
secietaiy,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  announced  the  results  in 
the  second  round  for  the  club  cup,  and  the  draw  for 
the  third  round  took  place.  It  was  arranged  to 
have  an  informal  dinner,  to  be  followed  by  a  concert, 
at  our  London  headquarters  on  Nov.  23.  The 
weather  this  last  week-end  was  far  from  favourable 
for  angling,  a  strong  north  wind  blowing  down- 
stream, consequently  I  have  few  results  to  report. 
Mr.  Rodbur,  however,  had  ^jerch  and  roach;  Mr. 
Yarham,  jack ;  and  Mr.  Swain,  roach,  from  the 
Harefield  section  of  the  society's  fishery ;  and  Mr. 
H.  Adams  has  also  taken  a  few  fair-sized  roach. — 
E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society.  ; 
There  was  a  capital  attendance  at  Mason's  ECall 
on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Salisbury  presiding.  Fishing 
reports  were  few.  However,  Mr.  Isaacs,  fishing 
from  Old  Windsor  to  Staines,  had  taken  a  dozen 
good  chub  up  to  3Jlb.,  unfortunately  losing  others 
etill  heavier';  Mr.  Haynes  had  had  two  nice  jack, 
the  larger  5lb.,  from  reservoir.    The  event  of  the 


evening  was  the  return  of  a  large  party  of  members, 
who  during  the  day  had  been  fishing  at  Leigh  with 
somewhat  indiffeient  success — as  the  aggregate 
catch  of  the  five  most  successful — including  Messrs. 
W.  Gilbert,  T.  Gilbert,  Moseley,  Canton,  and 
Orpin — only  amounted  to  three  dozen  fish ;  Mr. 
G.  Thompson,  however,  had  the  honour  of  being 
declared  prize  winner  of  the  crab  competition, 
which  prize  had  been  humorously  offered  by  Dr. 
Ladell,  as  a  special  addendum,  so  that  there  should 
be  some  sort  of  solatium  to  the  involuntary 
capturers  of  the  predaceous  crustaceans,  who  often 
caught  far  too  many  of  these  mail-clad  bait 
stealers.  Connected  with  the  Leigh  outing  was  a 
capital  supper  for  those  who  had  taken  part,  largely 
reinforced  by  many  other  members,  ample  justice 
being  done  by  all  to  the  excellent  repast  provided 
by  Mr.  JohnS;  whose  catering  was  greatly  appre- 
ciated. The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  concluded  a  most 
enjoyable  meeting,  which,  however — it  is  quite 
possible — the  many  crabs  present  did  not  quite 
appreciate.  Will  members  who  are  precluded  from 
being  present  at  the  supper  on  Tuesday  next 
(Oct.  31)  kindly  return  invitation  cards  o«  once; 
also  it  will  greatly  conduce  to  the  success  of  the 
entertainment  if  those  able  to  attend  will  come  by 
half-past  six. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  Rev  E.  Meyer's  paper  proved  a  great 
attraction,  and  brought  together  a  capital  attend- 
ance of  members  and  frieniis  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Connellan  was  a  most  genial  chairman,  and 
under  his  able  guidance  an  exceedingly  pleasant 
evening  was  spent.  *'  My  Only  One  " — the  subject 
of  the  rev.  gentleman's  paper — turned  out  to  be  a  true 
but  humorous  account  of  the  stalking,  hooking,  and 
landing  of  a  lordly  Salmo  ealar.  There  is  apt  to  be 
a  considerable  amount  of  sameness  in  the  narration 
of  captures  of  fish,  whether  salmon  or  roach,  but 
this  could  by  no  means  apply  to  the  account  given 
by  Father  Meyer,  described  as  it  was  in  such 
vivid  and  mirth-moving  terms.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  all  who  had  the  privilege  of  listening  to  the 
rev.  gentleman  were  delighted  with  the  intellectual 
treat  provided.  Several  fishing  reports  were  given 
during  the  evening,  but  the  only  noteworthy 
ones  were  the  capture  of  5^  score  of  whiting 
and  codling  by  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  and  some  good 
pike  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Cowley.  The  appeal  for  the 
widow  of  Coastguardsman  Gill,  referred  to  in  my 
report  and  "Dragnet's"  notes  l&ft  week,  has  been 
well  responded  to,  and  over  £5  is  now  in  hand ; 
£1  Is.  was  received  from  an  outside  source, 
and  will  be  acknowledged  direct.  The  list 
will  remain  open  for  a  fortnight,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  further  contributions  will  be  received  for 
so  woi  thy  an  object.  At  the  end  of  the  evening  a 
visitor  present  kindly  ofiered  to  print  Father 
Meyer's  paper,  an  offer  for  which  he  was  warmly 
thanked  by  the  meeting.  An  enthusia^stic  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  the  R«v.  E.  Meyer  ;for  his  in- 
teresting reading,  and  this  with  the  toast  of  the 
"  Gresham "  and  the  usual  thanks  to  the  chair 
brought  a  pleasant  evening  to  .an  end.  P.S. — Will 
the  gentleman  who  took  an  umbrella  from  the  club 
room  in  mistake  kindly  forward  it  to  the  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  at  the  special  meeting 
on  Oct.  25,  when  a  good  deal  of  important  business 
was  transacted.  The  curator  had  a  busy  time 
arranging  the  cases  of  specimens  returned  from  the 
exhibition,  and  a  number  of  new  ones  fresh  from 
the  taxidermist.  The  club  water  at  Barford  is  now 
in  fine  condition  for  pike  fishing,  and  the  outing 
which  takes  place  on  Nov.  18  and  19  promises  to 
be  well  attended,  and  judging  by  the  results  of 
previous  years  some  heavy  fish  ought  to  be  taken, 
November  and  December  proving  in  the  past  the 
best  months  for  the  big  pike.  Fishing  reports  were 
few ;  some  members  reported  sea  fish,  but  nothing 
of  any  class.  The  ten  o'clock  toast  having  been 
given,  the  meeting  closed  in  perfect  harmony. — 
G.  Rayner. 

Holloway  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  a  well  attended  meeting 
on  October  24.  A  letter  from  Navtil  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition  was  read  awarding  our  society  a  diploma 
for  a  silver  medal.  Several  important  items  of 
business  were  disposed  of.  Good  reports  of  fish  are 
somewhat  scMce. — H.  C.  M. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

The  president,  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  was  unani- 
mously voted  to  the  chair  on  Monday  evening,  and 
had  an  interesting  tale  to  tell  of  sport  with  Itcben 
grayling.  With  the  assistance  of  Rolt's  Silver 
Witch,  he  creeled  three  and  a  half  brace  of 
moderate-sized  fish  and  several  trout,  the  latter,  of 
course,  being  quickly  set  at  liberty.  Mr.  A.  C. 
Poole,  who  accompanied  him,  did  even  better, 
securing  no  fewer  than  five  brace,  the  best  two  fish 


scaling  31b.  lOoz.  The  successful  flies  in  Mr.  Poole's 
case  were  the  Badger  Hackle  and  Red  Quill.  Mr. 
W.  M.  Colles  got  2^  brace  of  grayling  from  the  Lam- 
bourn  after  much  hard  work  with  the  Detached 
Badger.  He  found  the  water  uncommonly  low 
and  the  fish  exceedingly  shy  after  the  mudding 
operations  and  the  attendant  removal  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  cover  usually  found  at  thia 
time  of  year.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  however,  said 
the  improvement  in  the  river's  bed  had  been 
wonderful,  and  next  season  members  should  reap 
an  immense  advantage  in  the  way  of  sport  from 
the  much-needed  work  which  had  been  performed 
by  Mr.  Bywater's  dredger.  On  the  Darenth,  Mr. 
Kemp  took  1^  dozen  roach,  and  at  Uxbridge 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  killed  a  pike  of  4}lb.—  Hon.  Sec. 
Stopes  Angling  Society,  Little  Lever. 
The  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Wellington 
Hotel,  Stopes,  on  Oct.  21,  when  about  fifty  members 
sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast  provided  by  Host 
Herbert  Southern.  After  removing  the  cloth,  Mr. 
Wm.  Lord  took  the  chair,  and  an  excellent  pro- 
gramme was  gone  through.  Amongst  those  who 
contributed  to  the  evening's  enjoyment  were  Messrs. 
L.  Bradley,  T.  Coyne,  J.  Crook,  T.  Marsden,  R. 
Spencer,  Wm.  Lord,  and  J.  Brooks ;  Messrs.  J.  Lord 
and  C.  Lever  were  able  accompanists.  The  usual 
toasts  and  votes  of  thanks  to  chairman,  etc.,  brought 
a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. — James  Robu. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  of  Deal, 
fulfilled  his  promise  to  surfeit  the  members  with 
lantern  slides  on  the  sheet,  the  product  of  much 
labour  and  care  of  his  ubiquitous  camera.  Ubiqui- 
tous, yes,  but  as  a  faithful  old  member  of  the 
society,  he  does  not,  so  far  as  they  know,  waste  his 
forces  far  away  from  sea-angling. 

Naturally,  the  society's  rooms  were  packed  with 
an  audience  eminently  qualified  to  be  a  critical  one, 
for  they  all  knew  and  had  seen  very  much  indeed 
of  the  realities  that  Mr.  Hussey  presented  the 
verisimilitude  of.  Critical  they  were,  but  the  ver- 
dict was  an  entirely  favourable  one. 

It  would  not  be  fair  to  say  that  they  came  to 
— condemn — they  certainly  remained  to  bless.  In 
spite  of  the  close  quarters  and  the  much  smoke, 
they  admired  attentively  and  applauded  sympa 
thetically  the  very  true  pictures  of  the  realities 
they  knew,  brought  before  them  by  their  old  friend 
Mr.  Hussey.  Now,  most  societies  have  something 
of  the  sort,  every  year,  but  few,  very  few,  meet  the 
perhaps  coarse  realities  so  subtly  veiled  and 
beautified  by  the  artistic  caste  and  the  faultless 
nUcanicue  of  men  like  Mr.  Hussey  and  Mr. 
Zaehnsdorf,  for  the  latter  backed  up  as  usual, 
assisted  by  his  son,  the  successful  attempt  made  to 
charm  the  members.  Visible  to  all,  slide  after  slide 
was  thrown  upon  the  sheet. 

The  audience  was  quiet  and  appreciative,  because 
pleased.  Portrait  after  portrait  of  fishermen,  from 
the  life,  reminded  many  and  informed  some  of  the 
kind  of  man  that  lines  our  coast  and  catches  our 
fish.  Some  ugly,  yes,  but  always  with  the  beauty 
that  attends  the  manly  type;  none  of  them 
characterless,  for  the  battle  with  the  waves  always 
places  forcible  impress  upon  the  combatant.  It 
was  not  a  study  of  a  race ;  no,  the  faces  varied 
from  the  placid  east  county  face,  and  the  rough 
Saxon  Deal  man  to  subtler  types,  almost  Oriental 
in  character,  "  down  to  Carnwal,"  the  very  mixed 
breed  at  Falmouth,  and  old  Spanish  survivals  as 
the  wreck  beds  of  the  old  Armada  fleet  are  reached. 

Mr.  Hussey  is  not  a  mere  snapshotter  though  he 
can  perfectly  snapshot.  The  artistic  excellence  of 
his  work  proved  his  title  to  be  dubbed  artist,  but 
there  was  behind  all  that  a  very  subtle  thinking 
mind  in  evidence  in  his  work  'tis  true,  but  more 
fully  shown  in  the  connected  patter,  not  the  least 
successful  part  of  his  lecture.  And  he  had  seen  it 
all,  and  over  a  hundred  busy  men  were  shown  it  in 
a  busy  two  hours  and  a  half.  Our  coasts  were  done 
full  justice  to,  but  the  French  and  Belgian  fisher- 
men and  fish  were  fully  presented,  and  as  affording 
him  much  valued  opportunities  the  South  Easteiii 
Company's  splendid  service  of  turbine  driven  boats 
were  represented  and  deservedly  commended. 

A  mere  catalogue  of  the  |views  would  be  of  no 
interest  to  readers,  they  should  come  and  see;  for 
the  society  very  broadmindedly  welcomes  the 
attendance  of  men  who,  though  not  members,  are 
likeminded  and  interested  in  sea-angUng.  Certainly 
the  room  was  small  on  Wednesday,  but  still  there 
is  room. 

Not  the  least  interesting  part  of  the  show  were 
some  lovely  sea  and  sky  etlects.  Now  it  is  only 
anglers  and  yachtsmen  who  are  privUeged  to  see 
these  things  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and  it  has 
long  been  a  notion  of  Mr.  Hussey  that  neither  of 
these  craftsmen  are  perfectly  equipped  if  they  can'fc 
catch  and  fix  these  ephemeral  lovelinesses  and 
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enable  their  brother  membera  to  enjoy  them  also. 
Photography  is  now,  by  the  aid  of  the  trade,  no 
longer  a  mystery  difficult  to  penetrate.  Every 
angler,  every  yachtsman,  should  master  the  little 
that  is  needed  to  record  what  he  is  privileged  to  see, 
and  announcement  was  made  that  the  all-seeing 
committee  of  the  society  had  placed  the  evening  of 
Wednesday,  Nov.  15,  afc  Mr.  Hussey's  disposal  for 
a  practical  exposition  of  the  preparation  of  lantern 
slides  fiom  photographs;  and  as  nobody  can  do 
this  bette.",  the  room  ought  to  be  crammed  that 
night. 

Upon  Mr.  Newton's  proposition,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Read  Clarke,  Mr.  Hussey  was  vigorously  thanked, 
and  did  respond,  urging  that  he  would  have  been  of 
no  use  if  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  and  his  son  hadn't  worked 
the  lantern,  and  as  they  are  fully  as  deft  in  their 
m -tier  as  Mr.  Hussey  is  with  the  camera,  the  audience 
imited  the  three  in  their  thanks.  Mr.  Powell — a 
typical  chairman  who  ruled  everything  and  said 
only  what  was  necessary  to  be  said — fully  shared  the 
appieciation  expressed,  and  so  the  most  successful 
meeting  this  5'ear  was  brought  to  a  close — rather 
late. 

Xext  Wednesday,  troubled  water — troubled  some- 
what by  this  so  ciety's  success — will  be  stirred  by 
Mr.  Horace  Brown,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  set  at 
rest  again  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  The  one  prefers 
fresh  water  angling — the  other  doesn't.        H.  P. 


Provincial  flugling  |lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thtirsday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Severn  is  running  very  low  and  fine,  and 
very  little  has  been  done  excepting  with  the  chub, 
which,  at  the  present  time  of  the  year,  have  a  strong 
liking  for  the  blood  and  brains.  I  have  heard  of  a 
few  grayling  being  taken  in  the  Bridgnorth  neigh- 
bourhood. The  chub  are  also  going  strong  at  the 
cheese  paste  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river,  roach 
and  dace  are  going  well  at  the  maggot.  Several 
bye  contests  were  fished  on  Oct.  22  in  the 
river  above  Bewdley,  but  very  little  has  been 
done,  this  no  doubt  is  owing  to  the  cold  north- 
east winds  and  the  very  sha-p  white  and 
black  frosts  that  we  have  had  of  late  during  the 
nights.  Some  very  decent  catches  of  grayling  have 
been  had  from  the  Dove,  Blythe,  Churnet,  and 
from  the  Teme  at  Ludlow.  Pike  fishing  above 
Bewdley  has  been  good,  and  fish  up  to  101b.  have 
been  taken.  The  river  in  this  district  and  upstream 
is  just  now  worthy  of  attention.  The  sharp 
touches  of  frost  has  also  improved  the  pike 
fishing  in  the  Evesham,  Bidford,  BInton,  and 
Fladbury  districts.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been 
good,  but  the  fish  have  run  small,  nothing 
over  8lb.  being  taken ;  gudgeon  has  been  the  most 
Successful  bait  used.  The  Trent  is  running  low  and 
fine,  and  very  little  has  been  done.  Only  pike 
fishermen  have  been  out  on  the  Avon ;  bream  and 
roach  fishing  has  been  quiet.  Those  of  our  members 
who  have  been  fortimate  enough  to  obtain  permis- 
sion to  fiih  private  waters  have  done  well  with  the 
pike.  Mr.  Albert  Bushell,  the  genial  manager  of 
the  Gaiety  Music  Hall,  Birmingham,  who  is  an 
ardent  pike  fisherman,  had,  with  a  friend,  a 
grand  catch  of  pike  last  week,  and  is 
again  on  the  warpath  this  week.  Canal 
fishing  has  been  quiet.  Several  contests  have 
been  held,  but  the  results  have  been  very  poor.  The 
Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  are  doing 
good  work ;  the  secretary  at  the  last  committee 
meeting  reported  that  he  had  paid  out  two  death 
claims.  A  concert  was  held  at  the  Good  Intent 
Club  on  Tue-.day  evening  last,  which  was  well 
attended.  A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent, 
and  the  proceeds  will  be  handed  over  t  )  the  club's 
water  renting  fund.  We  are,  on  Tuesday  evening 
next,  Oct.  31,  through  the  kindnesi  of  Mr.  J.  D. 
Brown  (•'  Brown  Owl  "  of  the  Fishing  Gazette),  to  be 
introduced  to  "Anglers'  Playgrounds  in  the  North." 
A  lecture  will  be  given,  with  limelight  views  of 
places  that  we  in  the  Midlands  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing.  The  lecture  wi  1  be  given  at  the 
Red  Lion  Hotel,  Handsworth,  and  will  compriie 
the  Wharf edale,  Niddesdale,  and  Wensleydale 
fisheries. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIREl 

The  cold  weather  has  completely  upset  the 
[irospects  of  roach  fishing,  and  sport  in  this  par- 
ticular branch  has  been  devoid  of  excitement  for 
ih»  past  week  or  ten  days.  O.i  the  other  hand, 
trolling  has  been  pursued  with  much  vigour  and 
suicess.  The  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham,  especi- 
ally the  Langrick  and  Dogdyke  districts,  have  been 
a  happy  hunting  ground  for  pike  fishermen,  and 
more  than  an  avera.ge  amount  of  luck  has  attended 
the  efforts  of  those  who  have  been  in  quest  of  the 


fresh- water  shark.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Chapel 
Hill,  near  to  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal, 
pike  have  been  killed  weighing  up  to  11  lb.  On 
other  waters,  too,  pike  fishing  has  proved  a  profit- 
able pastime.  The  Dunsby  and  Haconby  Fen 
districts  of  the  Forty-foot  have  yielded  many  a  good 
fish.  One  rod  on  Monday  afternoon  accounted  for 
two  brace,  which  averaged  4^lb.  apiece.  Both 
natural  and  artificial  baits  have  been  used  with 
success.  The  writer  killed  a  brace  on  ths  Forty-foot 
the  other  day,  with  the  Wagtail  Spinner,  weighing 
81b.  and  GJlb.  respectively,  and  lo-t  a  third  which 
was  insecurely  hooked.  The  trolling  rod  has  also 
been  successfully  employed  on  the  Welland. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  local  waters  are  now  in  first- class  condi- 
ti)n  for  angling  operations,  especially  the  River 
Hull,  and  the  weather  during  the  week  being 
favourable,  quite  a  number  of  rods  have  been  at 
work,  and  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  fairly  good 
for  the  time  of  year.  On  Saturday  la^t  Messrs.  J. 
Cheeseman  and  George  Cheeseman  visited  the  lower 
water  at  Wawne  and  found  the  river  in  splendid 
trim,  and  with  maggots  secured  some  very  nice  roach 
and  dace.Mr. Cheeseman  securing  a  very  good  sample 
of  fish  going  from  ^Ib.  to  1  lb.  each.  Some  very 
fair  takes  of  roach,  both  with  paste  and  maggots, 
have  also  been  made  at  Hull  Bridge,  Arram,  and 
Hempholme,  wheie  another  otter  has  been  observed 
disporting  itself  above  the  lock.  The  Driffield 
Canal  is  a  good  colour  and  in  nice  condition, 
and  at  WhinhUl  Lock,  and  the  stretch  between 
Snakeholme  Lock  and  Brigham,  some  nice  catches 
of  roach  and  dace  are  being  made,  some  of  the  fish 
running  1  lb.  each  and  over.  During  the  past 
week  or  so,  a  quantity  of  coarse  fish  have  been 
turned  into  the  canal,  from  the  Driffield  trout 
stream^,  by  the  head  -  keeper  (Mr.  C.  Severs), 
whose  action  is  to  be  highly  commended,  for 
in  years  gone  by  they  were  allowed  to  be 
destroyed.  The  Star  Angling  Society,  of  Stoneferry, 
fished  their  last  match  on  the  Hull  at  Eske  Landing, 
with  fair  results,  Mr.  H.  Green  securing  the  first 
prize  with  3lb.  lloz.,  and  has  also  been  fortunate 
in  winning  the  club's  gold  medal  for  most  points 
during  the  past  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Ost,  25  the  Bollin  was  reported  as  again  in 
good  condition  after  recent  heavy  waters.  The 
Stockport  County  Anglers  have  at  last  finished  a 
busy  season  with  their  challenge  cup  competition. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Cross  has  won  this  trophy  for  the  third 
time,  and  it  now  becomes  his  property  outright. 
It  is  a  valuable  cup,  and  will  no  doubt  remind  him 
of  his  last  success  with  31b.  9oz.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  Atherton  Centre  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  Oct.  21 
at  the  Castle  Hotel,  Tyldesley,  and  a  most  enjoy- 
able event  it  was.  Space  forbids  any  detailed 
account  of  the  programme.  The  Dixon  Gieen  A.S. 
are  anticipating  with  pleasure  their  annual  reunion 
on  Nov.  11.  They  now  total  forty  members,  so, 
with  wives  and  families,  to  say  nothing  of  "  best 
girls,"  will  make  a  brave  show.  The  P.S.A.  in 
Farnworth  have  established  a  good  club  in  that 
town. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  looking  forward  to  a 
big  night  next  Monday  (Oct.  30),  when  they  officially 
receive  the  Bridgwater  Challenge  Shield — a  trophy 
they  have  had  their  eyes  on  for  a  long  while,  and 
now  have  their  hands  on.  Our  new  cluD,  the  Sher- 
wood A.S.,  notify  their  opening  night  for  Nov.  I, 
when  they  expect  a  good  gathering,  and  Mr.  Wood 
is  sure  to  make  them  welcome.  The  Lower 
Broughton  A.S.  had  a  glorious  time  at  their 
annual  meeting  and  social.  Councillor  Fry  presiding. 
It  is  noteworthy  that  all  the  officers  and  committee 
we  e  elected  en  bloc,  a  telling  tribute  to  their 
efficiency  and  popularity.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
Ardwick  A.S.  is  a  very  important  one  to  every 
member.  The  Salford  Socials  have  had  a  successful 
season,  and  wound  up  satisfactorily.  They  have 
found  it  necessary  to  change  their  meeting  night 
from  Monday  to  Wednesday. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  is  not  much  doing  on  the  Trent  and  its 
tributaries.  Anglers,  e.*pecially  pike,  have  been 
out  on  most  of  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Trent,  but 
very  few  fish  have  been  taken,  and,  as  yet,  they 
have  not  made  for  their  winter  quarters.  On 
Tuesday  several  gentlemen  gave  the  East  Stoke 
and  Farndon  waters  a  thorough  trial,  but  failed 
to  obtain  a  run.  Frosty  nights  and  cold  days 
may  have  had  some  influence  on  the  feeding 
habits  of  the  quarry.  It  is  pretty  certain  pike 
are  not,  so  far,  in  the  backwaters.  The  river, 
however,  is  abnormally  low  for  the  perijd  of  the 
year,  and  with  warmer  winds  in  evidence  odd 
barbel  might  possibly  be  tempted  with  a  dainty 


piece  of  greaves.  Pith  and  brains  have  been  ac- 
counting for  chub  at  Holme  Pierrepont,  Hazleford 
Island,  and  Fiskerton  (from  the  Cow  Di  ink  upwards), 
and  several  of  good  size  have  fallen  to  the  attractions 
of  bread  paste.  One  taken  inthefrrewatersof  thecity 
by  Mr.  P.  Wilson,  jun.,  weighed  31b.  ;  whilst  one  of 
2^1b.  was  got  by  Mr.  H.  Briggs,  the  latter  has  also 
done  well  amongst  roach  with  the  f-ame  kind  of 
bait.  Roach  have  likewibe  shown  sport  to  gentles, 
employed  on  fine  tackle,  in  the  deep  currents  off 
Colwick  Park  and  Sneinton  Meadows. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  has  been  quiet  this  week  in  this  district. 
The  days  have  been  bright,  but  very  cold,  and  the 
nights  frosty,  just  the  weather  to  brirg  the  grayling 
on.  The  rods  that  have  been  out  have  done  very 
well.  The  Teme  in  the  Tenbury  and  Ludlow 
districts  has  provided  the  best  sport.  Mr.  John 
Stokes,  president  of  the  St.  John's  Club,  ha  1  four 
and  a  half  brace  of  beautiful  grayling.  Mr.  H. 
Stokes,  a  fine  catch  of  dace ;  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs, 
president  of  the  district  association,  caught  six  and 
a  half  brace  grand  grayling,  be  idea  lot  of  dace  and 
chub ;  Messrs.  T.  Prosser,  G.  Haynes  and  T.  Price 
had  also  some  very  fine  grayling.  Messrs.  T. 
Sadler,  L.  Tomkinson  and  H.  Hayes  had  good 
mixed  baskets  of  grayhng,  dace  and  chub 
from  the  Teme  near  Stamford  Bridge.  Mr. 
Martin  Perks  visited  "  Craven  Arms "  and  again 
had  a  heavy  catch  of  fish,  over  J  cwt.,  the 
maggot  being  the  killing  bait.  Roach  fishing  in  the 
Severn  has  been  good.  H.  Smith,  A.  Day,  T. 
Harris,  and  H.  Jones  had  each  a  good  catch  on 
Sunday,  and  H.  Johnson  16lb.  of  chub  with  blood 
and  brains  for  bait.  Pike  have  been  fairly  well  on 
the  feed,  Mr.  H.  Mills  had  three  with  the  spoon  bait, 
441b.  to  61b..  Mr.  Mapp  two  fi-h  41b.  and  4ilb.;  Mr.  F. 
Hooper,  four  fish  3lb.  to  V^lb.  with  live  "bait.  The 
Tewkesbury  Popular  Angling  Society  wound  up  a 
successful  season  with  a  capital  dinner  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Plough  Hotel,  the  Mayor  of  the 
borough  and  president  of  the  so.iety,  Mr.  L.  Jones, 
presided,  being  supported  by  Messrs.  Pike,  Rice, 
Robeits,  Moore,  Jackson,  Badham,  Hay  ward,  Rev. 
W.  Davies  and  the  hon.  sees.  Messrs.  Browett  and 
Gray.  During  a  most  enjoyable  evening,  the 
chairman  presented  a  lot  of  nice  prizes  to  the 
successful  competitors,  the  Coronation  Vase  and 
Medal  being  won  by  Mr.  R.  Ashley,  and  Mr.  Evans 
was  the  winner  of  the  president's  cup  and  a  medal. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Good  week-end  fishing  took  place  in  several 
streams  on  Saturday,  October  21,  notably  in  the 
River  Swale,  at  Morton  Bridge,  where  the  water  was 
in  capital  trim  for  angling.  The  rodman  con- 
nected with  the  Moor  Ironworks,  Stockton,  held 
their  annual  match  there,  when  over  thirty  com- 
petitors assembled.  The  principal  winners  were 
Mes-rs.  H.  Reay,  I.  Dew,  J.  Griffiths,  J.  Bond, 
T.  Jones,  and  D.  Evans.  The  Catterick  and 
Richmond  lengths  of  the  Swale  had  run  low  and 
clear,  and  very  little  angling  has  been  possible.  The 
waters  of  the  Ureat  Boioughbridge  have  permitted 
of  good  baskets  of  chub  being  taken  with  paste, 
and  a  few  nice  pike  with  live  bait.  The  water 
of  the  Wharfe,  at  Tadcaster,  has  been  in 
splendid  condition,  which  enabled  a  local  angler 
to  secure  between  81b.  and  91b.  weight  of  dace. 
The  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  are  restocking 
several^waters.  Waterloo  Lake,  Roundhay  Park, 
a  favourite  resort  of  fishermen,  will  receive  1000 
perch,  upwards  of  six  inches  each,  from  the  Lake 
District.  Tadcaster  waters  will  be  replenished  with 
1000  perch  from  the  same  district.  A  like  number 
of  good-sized  trout  will  be  suppUed  to  the  Pool 
fishery  from  Welham  Park  fishery  near  Malton. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  fine,  but  the  easterly  wind 
which  is  still  very  much  in  evidence  militates  very 
much  against  sport  on  those  waters  still  open  for 
angling.  At  Killarney  salmon  fishing  has  been  poor, 
though  the  prospects  last  week  were  bright.  Brown 
trout  fishing  has  been  productive  of  faif  spjit  at 
many  places,  and  the  back-end  fishing  prospects 
are  rather  improved  at  time  of  writing.  Sea  angling 
is  affording  fiae  spart  at  many  stations  in  pollack 
and  other  fish,  but  whiting  have  nob  been  had  iu 
good  numbers  anywhere  lately. 

NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 
On  the  rivers  yet  open  angling  is  of  the  most 
meagre  character.  The  rivers  are  low,  and  the 
frosty  nights  are  a  sufficient  warrant  for  that.  The 
Maine  ran  down  last  week  and  alth  )ugh  the  middle 
rea,'  hes  carry  a  heavy  head  of  sahnon  and  lake 
trout,  they  will  not  rise  to  either  fly  or  minnow,  be 
it  plied  never  si  deitly.  The  poaching  in  the  Kella- 
water  is  going  on  unchecked.  The  R.  [.C.  (Belfast) 
Club  had  a  day  on  the  Lagan  last  Wednesday,  the 
venue  being  laid  at  Dromore.  The  water  was  iu 
poor  order,  and  indifferent  sport  ruled. 
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^offings       t^e  i^ap. 

Oh  God,  Who  madest  earth,  sea,  air, 

And  living  oreaturea  free  and  fair. 
Thy  hallow'd  praise  sounds  everywhere. 

Yea,  woods  and  winds  and  waves  convey 
To  the  rapt  ear  their  hymn  and  say 
The  Power  that  taught  us,  we  obey. 

Hallelujah!  — Joanna  Baillie. 


By  the  time  this  week's  Fishing  Gazette  ia  in  the 
hands  of  pea-anglers  intending  to  compete  in  the 
Hastings  Festival,  they  will  have  booked  their 
boats  and  beds  and  bouKht  their  baits.  A  wire 
arrives  as  we  go  to  press  from  hon.  sees.  Bertram 
and  Dowsett:  *'  Prospects  good;  up  to  our  eyes  in 
work  !  "  Very  well :  they  are  used  to  it.  In  tho 
event  of  enormous  fish  being  captured  (or  breaking 
away),  with  the  consequent  loss  of  tackle,  I  may 
lemark  that  in  addition  to  every  possible  or 
impossible  ite  n  in  use  for  sea  fishermen,  the 
"  Grip  "  sea  leads  may  be  obtained  from  Mes^irs.  H. 
Dowsett,  10,  York-buildings ;  K.  Stoakes  and  Co., 
8,  George-street ;  and  G.  Jenkins,  IG,  Havelock- 
road,  Hastings. 

After  Hastings  comes  Folkestone,  where,  I 
understand,  Hon.  Sees.  Wampach  and  Colman  are 
looking  forward  to  a  grand  time  on  Nov.  4,  5  and  tj. 
Some  splendid  prizes  to  be  fished  for  from  boats 
and  pier.  For  further  particulars  write  to  Queen's 
Hotel,  Folkestone.  After  Folkestone,  Heme  Bay 
and  Deal.  If  I  win  the  challenge  shield  at  Hastings 
I  shall  certainly  enter  for  the  remaining  three 
important  events. 

The  cry  is  "  Still  they  come  !  "  I  hear  from  Mr. 
A.  Stillwell,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Briny  Anglers  (Lord 
Nehon,  Nelson -square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.)  that 
they  are  holding  an  open  competition  for  sea 
anglers  on  Nov.  5  at  Maldon,  Essex.  Entrance  fee, 
including  boat  and  bait,  three  shillings.  Entries 
close  Oct.  31. 


The  crowded  attendance  at  last  Wednesday's 
meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S.  constituted,  I  believe,  a 
rec^  rd — any  way,  I  am  sure  that  not  another  person 
could  have  been  got  into  the  room  even  with  the 
proverbial  shoe-horn.  The  members  of  the  Fourth 
Estate  wrote  their  notes  on  the  tops  of  their  hats. 
The  occasion  was  Mr.  Charles  Husaey's  lantern  lec- 
ture on  "The  Fish  and  Fishermen  of  the  English 
Channel.' '  The  lecturer  (or  speaker)  wai  in  splendid 
form,  and  learnedly  and  wittily  and  glibly  described 
the  hundreds  of  beautiful  views  as  they  sprang  into 
existence  and  faded  away  like  "  mrtgic."  There  is 
no  denying  the  fact,  it  was  a  magic  lantern. 


A  FOLi.  account  of  the  "Sliow"  appears  on 
another  page,  but  although  I  have  had  a  few  years  of 

knocking  about  "  in  various  climes  (but  not  climb- 
ing) I  never  travelled  so  easily  a*  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  Charles  Hussey.  I  think  I  started 
at  Ramsgate,  on  to  Folkestone,  Deal,  Dover, 
Etaples,  Fort  Philhppe,  Portel,  Ostend,  Boulogne, 
Calais,  back  to  Penzance,  St.  Ives  and  Falmouth. 
This  in  less  than  two  hours.  (Railway  companies 
please  note.)  Everything  seemed  so  real — the 
breaking  waves,  the  seagulls  (one  member  in  the 
audience  wanted  to  feed  them  before  they  faded 
from  sight),  especially  the  beautiful  scenery  through 
which  we  passed  (not  omitting  the  choice  aroma 
encountered  at  low  tide  at  Boulogne). 

♦  •  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

One  feature  of  the  evening's  entertainment,  which 
added  immensely  to  the  pleasure  of  those  present, 
was  the  perfect  manipulation  of  their  fine  lantern 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  and  his  son  Ernest.  There 
were  none  of  those  irritating  appeals,  "Next  slide, 
please,"  "  More  light,  please,"  and  other  remarks, 
which  one  so  often  hears  at  entertainments  of  this 
kind;  in  fact,  so  smoothly  was  the  lantern  worked 
that  one  forgot  its  existence,  and  was  able  to  con- 
centrate one's  attention  entirely  "n  the  slides.  As 
Mr.  Hu8.sey  told  his  audience,  "  You  may  have  the 
finest  slides  and  the  finest  lantern  in  the  world,  but 
if  that  lantern  is  not  properly  manipulated,  the 
show  cannot  be  a  success." 

*  *  ♦  >f  If 

To  follow  his  display  of  lantern  slides  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  Mr.  Hussey  ia  going  to  show  us 
■  "how  it's  done."  In  response  to  many  requests 
lie  is  announced  to  give  a  demonstration  of  lantern 
elide  making  at  tho  B.S.A.S.,  and  the  committee 
have  net  aside  the  evening  of  Nov.  15  for  this 
interesting  innovation.  Doubtless  many  of  those 
who  admired  the  slides  on  Wednesday  will  turn  up 
again  to  aee  how  these  beautiful  pictures  are 
produced. 


MOBE  NEWS  7BOM  DeAX. 

"A  ooNQERof  41  pounds  just  landed  from  boat, 
taken  by  Mr.  Webber  upon  his  rod,  heaviest  &ih 
recently  taken  here. — J.  Riohajidson."  Also  from 
a  little  bird  at  Deal,  that  Miss  Marjorie  Hussey  on 
Wednesday  morning  caught  a  cod,  lli^lb.,  and  four 
score  of  whiting.  This  augurs  well  for  the  "Festival." 


I  AM  very  pleased  to  hear  that  the  fund  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  of  the  Gorleaton  coastguard 
hero,  Jas.  Peter  Gill,  is  progressing  very  healthily. 
Gill  was  a  keen  angler  and  merry  companion  on  the 
quay  side,  and  I  sincerely  hope  readers  of  these 
columns  will  remember  to  do  their  level  beat  to  help. 
Ubi  umbra  ibi  lux.  It  ia  good  to  be  able  to  refute 
those  who  talk  of  the  decadence  of  our  manhood,  is 
it  not  ? 


As  previously  announced,  ladies  and  friends  are 
invited  to  the  "  Social  Supper"  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorials,  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern,  Mason's  Avenue,  Coleman- street,  on  Tues- 
day evening  next  at  6.45.  It  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  work  of  the  committee  if  members  who  are 
unable  to  be  present  will  kindly  return  invitation 
cards  without  delay.  The  fixtures  for  Novem- 
ber are  as  follows: — Nov.  7,  committee  meeting; 
paper  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox.  Nov.  14,  Lantern  Lecture 
on  "  The  Salvation  of  Our  Fishing  Rivers,"  by  Mr. 
A.  E.  Jackson,  Anglers'  News.  Nov.  21,  Micro- 
scopical and  Scientific  Evening ;  Mr.  Bentley,  Mr. 
Parker,  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  Dr.  Ladell  will  make 
arrangements.  Nov.  28,  Pike  and  Perch  Com- 
petition. 

The  Fisher. 

With  rod  and  line  my  way  I  take 
By  mossy  banks  of  stieam  and  lake. 
Where  eddying  pools  the  water  tiake. 

Where  sports  the  wary  trout. 
I  watch,  and  gently  throw  the  line. 
The  flies  upon  the  water  shine. 
The  bait  is  gone,  what  prize  is  mine  ? 

I  draw  a  grayling  out. 

The  willows  o'er  the  river  bend. 
Their  drooping  sadness  saems  to  send 
A  gloom  on  all ;  but  lilies  lend 

Their  beauty  to  the  scene. 
1  lie  upon  the  bank  and  muse — 
Life  is  but  €is  the  line  we  use. 
We  take  what  comes,  we  may  not  choose, 

Nor  change  what  might  have  been. 

So  that  the  line  we  truly  throw. 
No  matter  that  we  do  not  know 
What  fish  may  come,  or  what  may  go 

We  must  not  be  bewailing. 
To  bear  the  loss,  and  take  the  gain. 
To  seek  the  good,  but  take  the  pain. 
To  strive  on  still,  though  may  remain 

Not  trout,  but  only  grayling. 

— J.  A.  QUILTEB. 

I  NOTICE  from  the  Birmingham  and  District 
report  that  "Browl  Owl"  is  to  lecture  at  the  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Handsworth,  on  Oct.  31.  His  subject 
is  "Anglers'  Playgrounds  in  the  North."  If  my 
playground  in  the  south  did  not  take  me  to  the 
*•  Ladies'  Night "  at  the  City  of  London  Pisjatorials 
on  the  same  evening,  I  should  possibly  have  been 
present  to  hear  the  genial  "  Brown  Owl." 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Thames  Conservators 
the  General  Purposes  Committee  presented  a  return 
showing  the  quantities  abstracted  from  the  Thames 
by  the  water  companies  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember. The  total  abstracted  was  3604"7  millions 
of  gallons,  the  quantity  gauged  at  Teddington 
Weir,  7348*4  millions,  and  the  natural  flow  at  the 
same  point,  10,953"1  millions.  The  average  rain 
fall  at  twelve  stations  during  the  month  was 
rOl  inches,  the  monthly  average  for  the  past 
twenty-two  years  being  2"12. 


TiiE  London  Literary  Musical  Association,  affili 
ated  to  St.  Bride  Institute,  will  meet  there  every 
Wednesday  at  eight  o'clock,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  and  programmes  combining 
literature  and  melody  wUl  be  submitted  each 
evening.    Admission  is  free. 


"The  Mick"  went  to  see  the  Nelson'' decorations 
in  Trafalgar-square  on  Saturday  last,  but  did  not 
keep  an  appointment  to  meet  me  on  Monday. 
However,  he  sends  the  following :  "  By  first  post 
please  receive  by  wire  a  telephonic  message  to  the 
effect  that  I  cannot  send  you  anything  this  week 
but  you  can  print  it  all  the  same."^ 


"In  Aid  of  the  Anolebs'  Benevolent  Society." 

Mb.  W.  H.  Babbbr,  the  hard-working  secretary 
of  this  well-known  society,  sends  the  following 
information,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  reaulfe 
will  be  satisfactory: — "The  United  London  audi 
Provincial  Angling  Competition,  in  aid  of  the  fundsl 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  will  be  held  iaf 
the  main  River  Thames  at  Richmond,  on  Sunday,! 
Nov.  12,  for  numerous  valuable  prizes,  a  complete! 
list  of  which  will  be  publiahed  on  the  morning  of  I 
the  competition.     Boundaries:    from  Isleworthl 
Ferry  to  Teddington  Lock,  Surrey  Bank  only.  ; 
•  •  •  *  *  - 

"  In  addition  to  the  prizes,  the  valuable  Carlton 
Cup  will  be  ofiEered  for  competition  among  the 
angling  societiea.  Each  society  to  be  represented 
by  not  less  than  four  members  of  the  A.B.S.  The 
best  aggregate  to  win,  but  not  more  than  four  scores 
to  count.  Teama  need  not  be  specified.  The  cup 
to  be  returned  on  Oct.  31  each  year.  The  first  club 
to  win  it  three  times  (not  necessarily  in  succession) 
to  become  its  absolute  owners.  Competition  tickets, 
one  shilling  each,  may  be  had  from  angling  club 
sscretaries,  any  member  of  the  committee,  the 
tackle  dealers,  or  from  W.  H.  Barber  (secretary), 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shep- 
herd's Bush,  W.,  to  whom  all  communications  should 
be  addressed.  Open  only  to  members  of  angling 
clubs." 


Tabloid  Joubnalism. 
'  We  haven't  an  inch  of  room.  Everything 
must  be  kept  down,"  declared  the  managing  editor, 
who  was  a  staid  and  elderly  personage.  Next  day  ] 
he  sent  for  one  of  the  sporting  reporters.  "  Here,"' 
said  the  editor,  handing  a  copy  of  the  paper  to 
the  reporter,  who  had  supplied  reports  of  yacht 
races  and  horse  races  which  had  been  held  at  a 
certain  place  out  of  town,  "  what  do  you  mean  by 
this  1 "  The  reporter  read  the  paragraph  indicated 
by  the  editor,  and  then  asked:  "What's  the 
matter  with  it  ?  "  "  What's  the  matter  with  it  ?  " 
snapped  the  editor.  "  You  say  yacht  races  were 
sailed  here  in  the  forenoon,  and  that  the  horse 
races  were  held  in  the  afternoon  over  the  same 
course.  Don't  you  see  anything  the  matter  with 
that  ?  "  "  Oh  !  "  said  the  reporter.  "  Well,  you 
know  you  ordered  everything  to  be  kept  down,  so 
there  wasn't  room  to  explain  that  the  horse  races 
were  held  on  the  beach  when  the  tide  went  out." — 
New  York  Evening  Globe. 


A  BuKGLAB  Fish. 
The  foUowlug  is  culled  from  the  Washington 
Star : — "  Did  you  ever  see  a  burglar  fish  ?  "  queried 
the  humorous  scientist  at  the  Fish  Cjmmission. 
The  Star  reporter  was  compelled  to  admit  that, 
while  he  had  read  of  "  Raffles,  the  Amateur  Cracks- 
man," a  burglar  fish  was  decidedly  new.  "  Well," 
continued  the  scientist,  "  we  have  been  making 
some  researches  lately,  and  one  of  the  things  we 
have  discovered  is  the  burglar  fish.  Of  course, 
that  is  not  the  scientific  and  dignified  name  of  this 
piscatorial  spe3ie3,  but  his  attributes  and  equipment 
are  such  that  he  would  have  no  trouble  in  becoming 
a  deep  sea  robber.  Most  deep  sea  fish  possess 
luminous  organs,  and  this  particular  class  to  which  I 
refer  have  pliable  muscles  in  connection  with  the 
luminous  organs  which  enable  the  fish  to  turn  the 
organs  inward  at  will  and  thus  extinguish  the  light. 


So,  you  see,  they  can  prowl  around  in  the  darkness  • 
at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  suddenly  display  their  j 
natural  dark  lantern,  secure  their  pelf,  and  hie  ' 
themselves  to  the  tall  sea  grass  in  the  distance.  ^ 
We  have  no  way  of  proving  that  this  ever  has  been 
done,  because  there  is  no  record  that  any  fish  ever-'" 
have  been  indicted  and  convicted  for  this  of?ence,  ■ 
but  I  merely  mention  it  as  ^a  possibility.    It  has  r 
been  suggested,   however,  by  one  of  my  fellow- 
scientists  at  the  Fish  Commission,  that  these  finny 
marauders  are  gathering  all  the  ingots  of  gold 
which  have  sunk  with  the  historic  treasure  ships, 
and  have  stored  the  wealth  in  a  safe  place,  awaiting 
that  transmigration  of  the  soul  which  will  make 
them  men  instead  of  fish.    Then  they  will  haul 
their  ill-gotten  giins  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea 
and  live  in- happiness  and  luxury  ever  after." 


The  trout  stream  which  runs  through  the  grounds  ; 
of  Windsor  Castle  is  being  thoroughly  cleaned  out, 
says  the  Daily  Mail,  and  some  splendid  fish  have^ 
been  taken  out  of  the  water  and  are  being  preserved 
in  tanks,  to  be  i-eturned  when  the  cleaning  work  ia 
finished.  A  pretty  rockery  is  being  constructed  in 
the  moat  garden  at  the  castle,  sandstone  fiom 
Sandringham  being  used  in  the  work ;  and  other 
improvements  are  also  being  effected  in  the  garden, 
which,  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Dighton  Probyn, 
is  being  quite  transformed  in  appearance. 

Dbaonet. 
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"glofes  from  f^c  Wovif), 

Sportsjten  have  been  takiag  a  hurried,  and  in 
some  cases  a  premature,  departure  southwards. 
And  no  wonder.  One  day  last  week  the  ther- 
mometer at  Aberdeen  stood  at  thirty-five  degrees, 
or  three  degrees  above  freezing  point.  And  this  in 
October ! 


Lady  Bridge  is  having  good  sport  on  the  Deveron, 
and  one  day  last  week  landed  six  fine  fish  to  her 
own  rod,  all  heavy  weights  and  fresh  up.  Others 
about  Huntly  are  getting  two  or  three  daily. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  one  day  last  week,  on  the  Blackball 
Castle  water,  creeled  nine  beauties,  scaling  from 
181b.  to  201b.  each. 


The  Beauly  closed  with  a  first-class  season, 
although  not  up  tj  last  year's  record  one.  All 
over  about  3  tons  13J  cwt.  of  salmon  and  griUe 
were  had  to  the  rod  since  the  opening  day. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Spey  Fishe-y  Beard 
was  held  last  week  at  Elgin,  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon  presiding,  when  an  assessment  of 
2s.  i^d.  was  imposed,  being  2d.  down.  The 
superintendent's  report  dealt  with  hatchery  details. 

It  is  highly  interesting  to  note  that  since  strict 
watching  and  prompt  acting  with  distillers  on  the 
Spey,  especially  about  Dufftown,  the  Fiddoch  and 
such  like  side  streams  are  recovering  from  the 
pollution  fiend.  Eighty  more  spawning  beds  weie 
noted  last  year  compared  with  the  previous  one  on 
the  Fiddoch  alone. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  will  move  south- 
ward next  week.  Meantime  Her  Royal  Highness  is 
having  a  final  cast  or  two,  and  adding  another  or  so 
to  her  already  long  scoie.  The  weather  has  softened 
considerably. 

On  the  Park  Dee  water  Miss  Riviere  had  a  beauty 
of  201b.  to  her  own  rod,  while  her  father,  Mr. 
Riviere,  had  six  one  day,  all  about  181b. 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuelson,  London,  who  has  the 
Glencallater  Shootings,  got  his  motor-house  burned 
the  other  night  near  Braemar.  The  chauffeur  had 
a  miraculous  escape.  He  scrambled  out  of  a 
window  and  8a\  ed  the  motor. 

Mr.  Irvine,  Drum,  had  good  sport  on  the  Dee  last 
week.  For  three  days  out  he  had  six  fish,  all 
ranging  from  IT^lb.  to  281b. 

On  the  Kintore  Burgh  (free)  water  of  the  Don, 
Bill  Laing  had  three  fish  on  Saturday  (Oot.  21), 
aggregating  1001b.  About  thirty  other  rods  were 
on  the  water,  and  had  four  fish  among  them. 

Some  very  fine  baskets  of  sea-trout  up  to  31b. 
and  41b.  are  being  made  daily  on  the  Ythan,  that 
most  famous  of  sea-trout  strciams.  Mr.  Newell  B. 
Cran,  Aberdeen,  had  upwards  of  a  dozen,  all  over 
1  lb.,  and  top  weight  3^1b.,  on  Saturday  (Oct.  21). 

Mr.  Mackenzie,  solicitor,  Aberdeen,  had  a  nice 
basket  on  Thursday  (Oct.  19)  of  nine  fish,  all  over 
21b.  each.  In  striking  h^s  fifth  fish,  Mr.  Mackenzie 
met  with  a  mishap,  dipping  up  to  the  armpits  into 
a  hole.  Nothing  daunted,  he  finished  out  his  day, 
and  kept  himself  warm  killing  fish. 

The  Rev.  Hamilton  Young,  of  York,  had  three 
nice  fish  one  day  last  week  on  the  Deveron,  the 
heaviest  scaling  2olb.  Speciaj.  Scotch. 


LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
(LIMITED). 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Thk  thirty-first  annual  report  and  balance-sheet 
by  the  directors  of  the  L(.>chLeven  Anghng  Associa- 
tion (Limited)  has  now  been  issued.  The  gross 
receipts  for  the  past  year,  including  interest  on  the 
revenue  account,  amounted  to  £1750  Os.  3d.,  and 
after  providing  for  all  fixed  rents  and  charges  there 
remained  the  sum  of  £053  Os.  6d.  to  meet  the  rent 
of  the  trout  fishing  for  the  pa-it  setison,  being 
£146  198.  6d.  short  of  the  minimum  rent.  There  was 
at  the  close  of  last  year  a  balance  of  £261  28.  1  Id. , 
from  which  there  fell  to  be  deducted  the  sum  of 
£10,  being  the  interest  due  to  the  proprietor 
on  the  buildings  at  the  boathouse,  leaving  the 
Bum  of  £2i)l  23.  lid.  to  carry  forward  as  a 
disposable  balance.  To  this  sum  there  fell  to  be 
lidded  £32  12s.  8d.  of  interest  on  invested  funds, 
riiaking  together  £283  15s.  7d.  After  meeting  the 
minimum  rent  of  £800,  there  remained  £136  168.  Id. 


of  a  disposable  balance.     In  consequence  of  the 
heavy  loss  on  the  revenue  account,  the  directors 
are  unable  to  recommend  payment  of  any  dividend, 
and  suggest  that  the  whole  balance  be  carried  forward 
to  next  account.    The  report  states  that  the  season 
1904  closed  with  much  prospect  that  the  loch  would 
in  future  years  show  satisfactory  angling  results; 
the  past  one,  when  regarded  as  a  whole,  has  been  a 
most  disappointing  one,  and  though  showing  con- 
siderable improvement  on  the  two  seasons  which 
preceded  it,  the  aggregate  catch  was  still  much 
below  that  of  an  average  year.     To  the  very 
unsatisfactory  angling   weather  f  which  prevailed 
during  the  principal  months  of  the  season  must  to 
a  great  extent  be  attributed  the  unsuccessful  nature 
of  the  fishing.    The  season,  like  the  previous  one, 
opened  early  in  April,  and  the  fishing  during  that 
month  showed  a  marked  improvement  on  that  of 
the  corresponding  months  of  the  two  previous  years. 
The  bright,  dry  weather  which  prevailed  during  the 
larger  part  of  May,  and  particularly  in  June  and 
the  earlier  part  of  July,  combined  with  the  dirty 
state  of  the  water  resulting  from  the  excessive  low- 
ness  of  the  loch  and  the  decay  of  the  American 
weed,  was  a  condition  of  things  most  unfavourable 
to  successful  angling,  and  that  portion  of  the  season 
proved  in  large  measure  a  failure.    It  was  only 
towa'ds  the  end  of  July  that  angling  conditions 
became  favourable,  and  during  the  latter  part  of 
that  month  and  all  August  the  loch  maintained  its 
best    traditional    standard.     Young    trout  were 
observed  to  be  plentiful  throughout  the  season,  and 
were  much  in  evidence  during  the  month  of  August. 
This  was  doubtless  largely  due  to  the  association's 
continued  efforts  to  exterminate  the  pike,  which 
have  during  th3  past  year  shown  a  marked  decrease 
both  in  numbers  and  weight.    The  American  weed, 
which  for  a  few  years  was  the  cause  of  considerable 
anxiety  to  the  directors,  has  nowlargely  disappeared, 
and  causes  little  or  no  inconvenience  to  anglers. 
Should  the  weather  conditions  prove  favourable, 
the  directors  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  that 
next  season  will  show  a  marked  improvement  on 
the  three  previous  ones,  and  will  in  large  measure 
restore  the  old  reputation  of  the  loch.    The  number 
of  trout  captured  with  the  rod  was  8344  (7458 Jib.), 
while  there  were  netted  150  trout  ( 1981b.).  Hatching 
operations  were  again  successfully  carried  on  last 
winter,  and  the  usual  number  of  fry  was  in  spring 
placed  in  the  feeders  of  the  loch.    The  directors 
regret  to  report  that  they  have  found  the  resolution 
of  the  shareholders  come  to  at  last  general  meeting 
— that  they  should  endeavour  to  obtain  leases  of  the 
fishing  rights  in  the  various  streams  flowing  into  the 
loch — too  difhcult  and  expensive  a  scheme  to  carry 
into  effect.    The  four  directors  who  fall  to  retire  by 
rotation  are  Messrs.  George  Barnet,  H.  J.  Mont- 
gomery, and  John  Paton,  all  of  whom  are  eligible 
for  re-election,  and  James  Dunlop,  who  has  died 
during  the  past  season.    A  director  will  also  fall  to 
be  elected  in  place  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Milli,  who  died 
recently.    The  annual  general  meeting  of  share- 
holders of  the  association  will  be  held  on  Monday, 
Oct.  30.  R.  B.  Laing. 


ARE  SEA-TROUT  SALMON? 


Lord  Johnston  had  before  him  the  action  by 
the  Lord- Advocate,  on  behalf  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Woods  and  Forests,  against  Colonel  James  W. 
Balfour,  of  Balfour  and  Trenabie,  Orkney.  The 
object  of  the  action  was  to  have  it  found  that  the 
Crown  has  right  to  the  sea-trout  fishings  in  the  burn 
of  Kirbister,  in  Orkney,  which  flows  through  land 
belonging  to  the  defender.  The  defender  contends 
that  the  right  to  salmon  fishings  in  Orkney  does 
not  fall  inter  regalia  in  respect  that  by  the  old  udal 
law,  which,  it  is  contended,  applies  to  Orkney  and 
Shetland,  it  was  not  inter  regalia,  but  belonged  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  adjoining  land.  It  is  further 
contended  by  the  defender  that,  even  assuming  the 
right  to  salmon  fi-hings  to  fall  inter  regalia,  sea- 
trout  aie  not  either  in  fact  or  in  law  salmon,  and, 
accordingly,  even  under  tlie  law  of  Scotland  would 
not  be  held  to  be  inter  regalia.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Crown  maintains  that  the  islands  of  Orkney 
and  Shetland  being  parts  of  Scotland  are  affected 
by  the  law  of  Scotland,  and  that  sea-trout  being 
fish  of  the  salmon  kind  are  salmon  according  to  the 
law  of  Scotland.  Lord  Johnston  indicated  that  he 
wished  to  have  a  hearing,  in  the  first  place,  upon 
the  question  whether  the  law  of  Scotland  in  regard 
to  salmon  fishings  was  applicable  to  Orkney  and 
Shetland ;  and  with  a  view  to  exhausting  that 
argument,  his  Lordship  appointed  the  defender  to 
produce  his  titles  to  the  land  and  fishings  forming 
the  subject  of  the  action.  Counsel  for  the  Crown — 
The  Lord- Advocate,  K.C. ;  Mr.  Johnston,  K.C. ; 
Mr.  Pitman.  Agent — Thos.  Carmichael,  S.S.C. 
Counsel  for  defender — Mr.  Kin caid  Mackenzie,  K.C, 
and  Mr.  Maophail.  Agents — Hamilton,  Kinnear  and 
Beatson,  W.S. — Olaagow  Herald. 


SPEY  DISTRICT  FISHERY  BOARD. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Spey  District  Fi-ihery 
Board  was  held  the  other  day  at  Elgin,  His  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  presiding.  The 
sum  estimated  as  ne':esjary  for  the  current  year's 
expenditure  was  £1134,  to  meet  which  an  assess- 
ment of  2s.  7  Jd.  per  £  was  imposed.  Last  year  the 
rate  was  2^.  9Jd.  Mr.  Macgregor,  the  superin- 
tendent, submitted  his  report,  in  which  he  stated 
that  the  early  spawning  of  last  year  was  dis- 
appointing on  the  smaller  tributaries  on  account  of 
the  lowness  of  these  streams  from  the  middle  of 
Ssptember  till  the  end.  The  season's  i^^pawning  was 
very  good  on  the  Spey,  and  in  the  Cromdale  and 
Grant  >wn  districts  especially  spawning  fords  were 
packed  with  fine  large  salmon.  A  heavy  spate  took 
place  on  the  Conglass,  when  about  a  hundred  beds 
were  swept  away,  and  on  the  Livet,  when  twice  that 
number  shared  the  same  fate.  On  730  spawning 
beds  on  the  Fiddoch  thirty-two  dead  or  dying  fish 
were  found  last  year,  being  less  than  five  per  cent, 
of  death-rate.  In  the  previous  year,  1903-4.  the 
death-rate  was  just  over  six  per  cent.  His  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  salmon 
hatchery  at  Fochabers  was.  as  usual,  stocked  with 
about  850,000  salmon  ova  by  the  end  of  December, 
1904.  During  the  year  several  thousands  of  fry 
were  put  into  the  Spey  at  different  points.  The 
report  was  consideied  satisfactory.  The  average 
weight  of  salmon  was  from  ITlb.  to  181b.  On  the 
Gordon  Castle  waters  Lady  Evelyn  Cotterell  and 
Mr.  Beekwith  earh  killed  one  of  32lb.,  while  the 
Earl  of  March  had  one  of  301b.  to  his  rod.  Several 
of  281b.  and  29lb.  were  also  got.  Gravid  fish  are 
said  to  be  in  abundance  on  the  redds  in  the  Spey 
and  its  tributaries.  J.  M. 


AFFRAY  WITH  COQUET  POACHERS. 


A  THRILLING  story  of  a  poaching  affray  was  told 
by  Police-Sergeant  Barton  to  the  Alnwick  magis- 
trates on  Oct.  21,  when  Robert  Forbes,  labouter, 
and  Peter  Allan,  miner,  were  charged  with  having 
poached  for  salmon  in  the  River  Coquet,  and  having 
attempted  to  drown  the  police-sergeant  while  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty.  At  about  10.15  p.m.,  said 
the  prosecutor,  he  and  a  man  named  Robert  Oliver 
saw  the  prisoners  in  a  boat  at  the  riverside.  They 
had  a  net  shot  across  the  river.  Barton  jumped 
into  the  boat,  whereupon  Forbes  said,  "  Let's  put 
him  overboard  and  drown  him."  Allan  struck  the 
sergeant  in  the  eve,  and  Forbes  seized  Barton  by 
the  legs  and  tumbled  him  out  of  the  boat.  After  a 
struggle  in  the  water,  which  was  about  ten  feet  deep, 
Allan,  who  had  fallen  in  also,  regained  his  place  in 
the  boat,  and  the  prisoners  repeatedly  prevented 
Barton  from  climbing  in.  Ultimately  the  men 
threw  the  net  and  fish  overboard  and  made  for  the 
shore.  Barton  swam  out.  For  the  defence  it  waa 
contended  that  Barton  in  jumping  in  upset  the  boat, 
and  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  him 
regaining  a  place  in  it.  Each  prisoner  was  fined  £3 
and  costs  for  poaching,  and  were  committed  for 
trial  at  the  Assizes  on  a  charge  of  attempting  to 
drown  the  sergeant. — Daily  Mail,  Oct.  23. 


HOW  THE  INDIAN  WALKS. 


A  woodsman  walks  with  a  rolling  motion,  hia 
hips  swaying  an  inch  or  more  to  the  stepping  side, 
and  his  pace  is  correspondingly  long.  This  hip 
action  may  be  noticed  to  an  exaggerated  degree  in 
the  stride  of  a  professional  pedestrian ;  but  the 
latter  walks  with  a  heel-and-toe  step,  whereas  an 
Indian's  or  sailor's  step  is  more  nearly  flat-footed. 
In  the  latter  case  the  centre  of  gravity  is  covered 
by  the  whole  foot.  The  poise  is  as  secure  as  that 
of  a  rope-walker.  The  toes  are  pointed  straight 
forward,  or  even  a  trifle  inward,  so  that  the  inside 
of  the  heel,  the  outside  of  the  ball  of  the  foot,  and 
the  smaller  toes  all  do  their  shiire  of  work  and 
assist  in  balancing.  Walking  in  the  woods  in  this 
manner,  one  is  not  so  likely,  either,  to  trip  over 
projecting  roots,  stones,  and  other  traps,  as  he 
would  he  if  the  f^et  formed  hooks  by  pointing 
outward.  The  advantage  is  obvious  in  snow- 
shoeing.  If  the  Indian  were  turned  to  ftone  while 
in  the  act  of  stepping,  the  statue  would  probably 
stand  balanced  on  one  foot.  This  gait  give*  the 
limbs  great  control  over  his  movements.  He  is 
always  poised.  If  a  stick  cracks  under  him  it  is 
because  of  his  weight,  and  not  by  reason  of  the 
impact.  He  goes  silently  on,  and  with  greab 
economy  of  force.  His  steady  balance  enables  him 
to  put  his  moving  foot  down  as  gently  as  you  would 
lay  an  egg  on  the  table. — Field  and  Slrtam. 


318 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


October  28,  1905 


THE  GEORGE  INN, 

WRAYSBURY,  BUCKS. 


Ten  minutes  from  L.  &  S.  W.  Station 
The  same  from  river.    Fisherman  and 
punt  provided.    Special  week-end  terms. 
Weekly  hoard  from  21s. 


Ready  in  December. 

THE 


Price  ZOs. 


Fob  IBOB,  Containing 

Over  2,000  Pages  of  Condensed 
Commercial  Matter, 

Comprises 

London  and  Suburban  Map', 

Divided  into  sections,  bouml  in  atlas  forni,  to 
obviate  tlie  folding  necessitated  by  a  lar^e  sheet 
map;   and  indicating  the    Roads,  Railways, 
Canals,  Churches,  Boundaries,  Altitudes,  etc. 

London  Street  Guide, 

Showing  the  position  of  each  of  the  Streets, 
Roads,  Lanes,  Avenues,  Squares,  Markets,  Piers, 
Mercantile  Buildings,  &c.,  with  index  letters 
enabling  it  to  be  jironiptly  located  on  the  map. 

London  Commercial  Directory, 

An  Alphabetical  Registerof  the  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Businesses,  Companies  and  Institutions  of 
London,  and  the  Wholesale  Businesses,  and 
Public  Institutions  of  the  Suburbs. 

London  Trade  Directory, 

A   Classified    Register    of   Businesses,    etc. , 
arr.anged    under    more   than    1,300  Trade 
Heading's,  which  are  connected  by  exhaustive 
Referenoes  with  their  kindred  trades. 

List  of  Export  Merchants, 

Showing  the  description  of  Goods  shipped,  and 
the  Foreign  Markets  supplied,  thus  enabling 
manufacturers  to  select' the  names  of  linnn,  ticli' 
exporters  known  to  deal  in  their  class  of  goods. 

List  of  Steamship  Lines, 

Arranged  under  the  Ports  to  which  they  sail, 
Willi  the  approximate  Sailings  to  each  Port, 
thus  showing  at  a  glance  the  various  lin«s  to 
each  Home,  Foreign,  or  Colonial  Port. 

Suburban  Trade  Directory, 

A  combination  of  Local  Trade  Directories 
covering  more  than  200  Suburban  Districts, 
and  suitable  for  circularising,  for  canvassing,  or 
for  ordinary  reference  purposes. 


.  ORDKKS  SHOULIl  BE  SKNT  DIRECT  TO 

The  London  Directory  Company,  Ltd. 

25,  AbchuToh  Lane,  London,  £.C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

Pregident—SIR  EDWARD  BIKKBBCK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


CiTY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Societyi 

President    ■    F.  B.  MILDMAY,  ESQ.,  M.P. 

Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.W.E.  Particulars  of  Hon 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Prmdent— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 

SE0RBTAR7. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Bienheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.). 
Country  headquarters.  Fisheries  Hotel,  Hareflcld 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Over  3,000 
fish  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year. — For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Skorbtary, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Weslbourne 
Park,  W. 


For  chaps, 
ROUGHNESS 

OF  SKIN,  ETC. 

Occasioned  by 
Coi.P  orHEAT.  It 
Softens  and  Im- 
proves thellands. 
Face,  and  Skin 
generally. 

OSBORNE,  BAUER  &  CHEESEMAN, 

19,  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street,  London, 


P5-^         WORLD-RENOWNEO  ^ 

"Glycerine  &  Honey  Jelly' 


INVALUABLE 

FOR 
FISHERMEN. 


Sold  by  all  Chem- 
ists and  Stores,  in 

Metallic  Tubes. 
6(t.  and  Is*,  or 
Bent  postiiKe  free 
for  stamps  i>y  Pro- 
prietors. 


Perfumers  to  Her  Late 
MajeHly  QueeiL  Victoria, 

w. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOF ERS. 


INVENTORS  OF  THE   .   .  . 

**7a.xmedl  Angola" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"Tanned  Angola" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Pieid,  June  80,  1900. 

WOOLLEN  WADING  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  GREEH  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQDARE,  W.C, 

CATALOaUBA  QRATIS. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 


TELEPHONE  :  2601. 


Nopthern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station  St., 

TELEGRAMS:  "PISCATOR." 


Sea  Tackle. 


Pike  Tackle. 


AH  Latest  Improvements. 


TWELFTH 
EDITION. 


SEE  CATALOGUE. 

The  most  complete  list  ever  issued.    (Postage  2|d.) 


MUDIFS. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  lOs.Gd.  YEARLY. 


TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
COUNTRY.    SUBURBS,    and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

BROMPTON  ROAD.  S.W. 
QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 


Branch  O^ceJ^*'-  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W.  ? 
(48, 


TENDERS  for  200  or  300  ROACH  &  TENCH 

State  Weight  or  Size. 
Secretary,  Anglers'  Inn,  Failsworth,  Manchester. 


DALY'S  THEATRE, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

TO-NIGHT  and  EVERY  EVENING,  8.15. 
MATINEE  EVERY  SATURDAY,  2.30. 

Produced  by  Mr.  GEORGE  EDWARDES. 

THE   LITTLE  MICHUS. 

By  A.  VANLOO  and  G.  DnvAl. 

Music  by  Andr^  Messaoer. 
Adapted  for  the  English  Stage  by 
Hbnrt  Hamilton. 
Lyrics  by  Percy  Grebnbank. 


Mr.  Robert  Evett, 
Mr.  W.  Louis  Bradfield, 
Mr.  James  Blakelet, 
Mr.  Ambrose  Manning, 

Mr.  WILLIE  WARDB, 

and 

Mr.  Gborob  Graves, 
Miss  Am;  Auoardb, 
Miss  Lily  Elsie, 
Miss  Grace  Pindbr, 
and 

(the  little  Michus) : 
Miss  Adribnne  Auoardi, 
Miss  Dbnise  Orub. 


Boz-offlce  ten  till  ten.  Boxes  2i  to  6  gns. ; 
atalls,  10s.  6d.  ;  balcony,  Is.  id.  :  upper  circle 
(front),  6<.,  other  rows,  U, 


React  Tlala. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addresa 
In  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  tor  3*.  6d. ; 
or  I  a  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Ck>mplete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  TackU 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

<John  mriilte  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


FISH  CULTURE. 

WANTED, 

A  Man  with  knowledge  of  Trout  breeding, 
an  expert  spawner,  and  able  to  conduct 
correspondence. — Apply,  stating  age,  ex- 
perience, and  wages  required,  to  Messrs. 
Andrews,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
Haslemere. 


Royal  Choral  Society 

(ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL). 

ration:  HIS  MAJKSTY  TUE  KIKG, 

Conductor : 

Sir  FKf;DERiCK  Brikqe,  M.V.O.,  M.A.,  Mus.D. 


MENDELSSOHN'S 

"ELIJAH," 

On  THURSDAY,  NOV.  9th,  at  8. 

Artists : 
Madame  EMILY  SQUIRE, 
MADAME  KIRKBY  L0NN. 
Mlt.  LLOYD  CHANDOS  &  Mr.  DALTON  BAKER 
Organist :  Mr.  Balfolr. 

Stalls,  7s.  6d. ;  Arena,  6*.  ;  Balcony  'reserved), 
5s.,  unreserved,  4s. ;  Gallery  (promenade),  2s. 

Eight  Concerts  will  be  given  during  the  season, 
seven  being  subscription.  Prices  for  the  Sul)- 
si  i  iption  Series  of  .Seven  Concerts  :  Stalls,  £2  2j.  ; 
Arena,  Ml  las.  ;  Balcony  ireserved),  £1  8s. 

Sul)scribers'  names  can  now  be  received,  seats 
secured  and  prospectuses  obtained  at  the  Koyal 
Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  agents. 


QUEEN'S  HALL, 

LAM  a  HAM  PLACE,  W. 

Sole  Lessees  :  CHAPPELL  &  CO.,  Ltd. 


THE 


LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA, 


LTD. 


THE  DIRECTORS  HAVE  MUCH  PLEASURE 
IN  ANNOUNCING  THEIR 

SECOND  SERIES  OF 

Symphony  Concerts 

Consisting  of  Four  EVENING  CONCERTS  on 

Monday,  November  6th,  1905,  at  8 

Monday,  January   29th,  1906,  at  8 

Monday,  February  12th,  1906,  at  8 

Monday,  March      26th,  1906,  at  8 

CONDUCTED  BV 

Dr.  HANS  RICHTER, 

And  Five  AFTERNOON  CONCERTS  on 

Thursday,  November  23rd,  1905,  at  3 

Conductor:  Herr  ARTHUR  NIKISCH. 

Thursday,  December  14th,  1905,  at  3 

Conductor:  Herr  FRITZ  STEIN  BACH. 

Thursday,  January    18th,  1906,  at  3 

Conductor:  Sir  CHARLES  V.  STANFORD. 

Thursday,  February  22nd,  1906,  at  3 

Conductor:  Mons.  WASSiLI  SAFONOFF. 

Thursday,  March       8th,  1906,  at  3 

Conductor:  Herr  ERNST  VON  SCHUCH. 


Subscriptions  for  Nine  Concerts— Stalls  or 
Grand  Circle  (Reserved),  £3  and  £z. 
Balcony  (Unreserved),  £1. 
Subscriptions  for  the  Five  Afternoon  Concerts 

— 34/-,  22/6,  and  11/-. 
Subscriptions  for  the  Four  Evening  Concerts 

■  27/-,  18/-,  and  9/-. 
Single  Tickets— Reserved,  7/6  and  s/-.  Un- 
reserved, 2/6  and  i/-. 

To  be  obtained  from  CHAPPELL'S  Box  Office, 
Queen's  Hall,  and  50,  New  Bond  Street,  W. 

L.  G.  SHARPS),  CoBcert  Agency,  61 ,  Regent  St. ,  W. 

Telephone :  5564  Gerrard. 
Programmes  will  be  duly  announced. 
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letters  to  the  lEbitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


AWARDS  AT  THE  EARL'S  COURT 
FISHERIES'  EXHIBITION. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  notice  of  the  list 
of  awards  made  at  the  Earl's  Court  Naval,  Ship- 
ping, and  Fisheries'  Exhibition,  you  were  good 
enough  to  mention  that  we  have  been  awarded  "  a 
diploma  of  honour,"  but  you  do  not  add  that 
this  is  the  highest  award  given  among  the  exhibits 
of  fishing  rods  and  tackle,  and  we  would  be  glad  if 
you  will  allow  us  to  make  this  little  correction. 
This  award  makes  the  fortieth  which  we  have 
received  since  the  year  1881. — We  are,  yours 
faithfully,  Habdy  Brothers. 

CHICAGO  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Yet  another  letter  from  "  Val 
Conson,"  in  which  he  arranges  his  points  in  ten 
paragraphs,  and  to  which  with  your  kind  per- 
mission we  reply : — 

1.  If  the  lake  whereon  the  casting  took  place  in 
America  was  not  surrounded  by  high  trees  the 
conditions  could  not  have  been  the  same,  and  there 
are  other  points  which  we  will  not  discass. 

2.  "  Val  Conson  "  admits  he  has  a  damaged  wrist, 
and  is  not  a  long  distance  caster. 

3.  He  also  admits  that  with  his  10ft.  rod  he  came 
within  2  yards  of  the  best  he  has  ever  done  with 
an  lift.  "  Hardy."  Just  so.  These  two  paragraphs 
taken  together  show  that  an  1 1ft.  rod  is  too  much 
for  him,  as  he  cannot  take  enough  out  of  it.  At 
the  same  time,  he  must  remember  that  6ft.  is  a 
good  deal  when  one  comes  near  the  limit.  Still, 
if  he  had  been  a  more  powerful  man  no  djubt  he 
would  have  done  better  with  the  lift.  "Hardy" 
"  Test "  rod,  which,  however,  for  most  men  was,  in 
our  opinion,  rather  too  heavy.  The  original  rod 
was  made  by  us  for  that  great  master  of  the  rod, 
Mr.  Marryat,  who  was  a  powerful  man,  and  could 
do  wonderful  things  with  his  rod. 

4.  The  rod  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  cast  38^  yards  with 
was  the  one  with  which  he  won  the  Piofessional 
Championship  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

5.  We  did  not  suggest  that  "Leonard"  rods  do 
not  carry  a  heasy  line.  What  we  suggested  was 
that  where  the  conditions  permit  the  use  of  a 
lighter  line  a  rod  will  carry  more  of  it.  This  will 
be  seen  when  one  considers  that  a  35  yard  heavy 
"Houghton"  line  weighs  Ifoz.  and  a  medium  IJoz. 

6.  All  so-called  "Tournament"  rods,  from  tlieir 
extra  weight  and  stiffness  as  compared  with  fishing 
rods,  are  more  tiring  and  heavier  on  the  wrist,  and 
we  fear  that  even  "  Val  Conson  "  cannot  alter  this 
fact  whatever  he  may  write. 

7.  "  Val  Conson  "  excuses  Mr.  Mills  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  not  well  when  easting  in  England. 
Possibly  he  was  not  in  very  fit  condition,  but  he 
went  through  a  heavy  day's  work,  as  he  took  part 
in  no  less  than  six  competitions,  including  bait 
casting,  where  using  the  best  style  of  American  rod 
and  reel  he  was  again  beaten  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy 
rising  a  light  "Hardy"  rod  and  "Silex"  reel.  If, 
however,  he  was  unwell,  Mr.  Hewitt  (who  is  among 
the  best  of  the  non-professionals  in  America)  was 
not,  and  Mr.  Shaw,  using  a  "Hardy"  rod,  easily 
beat  him. 

8.  "Val  Conson"  s^ys  "it  is  immaterial  that 
Mr.  Mansfield  is  an  Englishman,  and  that  he  is 
under  the  impressio  n  that  he  did  his  cast  in  the 
open."  Here  he  is  in  error,  as  the  cast  was  made 
in  a  covered  building,  and  it  would  be  interesting 
to  learn  whether  the  distance  was  measured  from 
the  caster  to  where  the  fly  fell,  or  how  ? 

9.  "Val  Conson"  says,  "Messrs.  Hardy  did  not 
offer  to  copy  my  '  Leonard.'  "  It  was  at  any  rate 
our  intention  to  do  so,  and  we  tried  to  make  this 
clear.  However,  we  are  quite  prepared  to  do  it  in 
all  its  dimensions,  weights,  etc.,  and  to  submit  the 
lesult  for  test  as  to  quality,  workmanship,  strength, 
and  casting  power  if  be  desires  it. 

10.  This  is  a  lougish  paragraph,  and  deals  gener- 
ally with  the  points  at  issue,  the  main  feature  of 
which  appears  to  be  "  Val  Conaon's "  desire  to 
thrash  the  Erjglish  makers  into  producing  very 
light  rods.   He  asks  us  to  revolutionise  our  methods, 

'  and  to  "outclass  the  Yankee  at  his  own  game." 
Willingly  would  we  do  this  if  we  thought  we  were 
behind,  but  with  all  modesty  may  we  say  that  we 
do  not  admit  it,  and  we  may  further  say,  and  we 
hope  without  boast,  that  we  are  quite  .satisfied  that 
wefn&ke  better  rods  in  material,  quality  of  work, 
balance,  durability  and  finish,  than  is  turned  out  by 
any  American  maker,  and  at  a  less  price,  and  this  is 
ctdmitted  by  thousands  of  anglers  not  only  in  this 
country  but  abroad,  particularly  in  New  Zealand, 
where  trout  rods  are  most  severely  tested  by  the 
very  heavy  &ih  they  get  there.  "  Val  Conson " 
has,  we  tliink,  been  led  astray  in  this  way.  Some 


years  ago  we  made  rods  a  good  deal  heavier  than 
we  do  now,  and  many,  like  the  lift.  "Test,"  were 
rather  outside  sizes.  (6'ee  remarks  under  para- 
graph 3.) 

"  Val  Conson  "  purchased  one  of  these,  and  found 
it  too  heavy  for  him.  He  then  comes  across  an 
American  of  light  weight  which  suits  his  damaged 
wrist  better;  this  is  a  revelation  to  him,  and  he 
goes  "  Nap "  on  it.  Had  he  come  to  us  and 
purchased  or  ordered  a  light  rod  we  would  have 
been  pleased  to  mtike  him  one,  but  he  seems  to 
have  been  under  the  impression  that  we  did  not 
make  them,  and  it  does  seem  hard  to  get  him  to 
understand  this.  Now  we  make  built-cane  rods 
as  low  in  weight  as  3-^oz.  for  8ft.,  and  turn  out 
a  good  many  Sfb.  6in.  and  9ft.  at  about  4^oz., 
10ft.  at  7oz.  to  8oz.,  and  so  on.  The  old  ounce  per 
foot  theory  is,  as  he  says,  gone,  but  only  when  one 
wants  lighter  rods.  He.  must  remember  that  such 
a  rod  (an  ounce  to  the  foot)  to  the  man  of  average 
physique — say,  a  10ft.  Gin.  at  lO^oz. — is  a  weight 
he  can  use  with  comfort  day  after  day  with  little 
more  fatigue  than  the  mere  action  of  the  arm. 
Surely  if  we  cannot  use  rods  of  this  weight  with 
comfort  we  are  fast  going  to  the  bad.  Every  man 
is  entitled  to  his  own  belief,  but  what  suits  "  Val 
Conson"  may  not  commend  itself  to  others,  unless 
they  have  unfortunately  a  damaged  or  weak  wrist.  A 
moderately  strong  man  who  fishes  trout,  sea-trout, 
etc.,  all  round,  wants  a  rod  with  fair  substance  in 
it,  which  will  fish  either  small  or  loch  flies  and  deal 
with  heavy  fish  successfully.  When  this  can  be 
done  at  a  weight  of  8oz.  to  10|oz.,  10ft.  to  lift., 
surely  nothing  lighter  is  required. 

One  word  more.  It  should  always  be  remembered 
that  light  rods  have  short  handles  barely  the  length 
for  reel  seat  and  grasp.  They  have  light  fittings  at 
the  end,  and  this  gives  no  counterpoise,  so  that  the 
whole  weight  of  the  rod  is  on  the  forearm ;  thus  a 
rod  lightet  in  weight  is  heavier  to  fish  with,  and 
more  tiring  than  one  of  greater  weight,  which  has  a 
longer  handle  and  more  weight  behind.  We  hope 
that  your  readers  who  have  rods  at  hand  with  which 
they  regularly  fish  in  comfort,  will  weigh  them  for 
their  own  satisfaction,  and  we  think  they  will  find 
that  even  an  ounce  to  the  foot  is  after  all  not  exces- 
sive. 

In  these  letters  which  have  passed  between  "  Val 
Conson"  and  ourselves,  we  hope  that  if  we  have 
said  anything  which  could  in  any  way  wound  the 
susceptibilities  of  "Val  Con?=on  "  he  will  kindly 
bear  in  mind  our  position.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
"Val  Conson"  has  spurred  on  some  manufacturer 
at  this  side  to  greater  efforts,  he  will  have  done 
good.  Speaking  for  ourselves,  we  can  assure  him 
that  our  efforts  in  this  direction  never  cease,  nor 
are  we  afraid  of  fair  competition  wherever  it  may 
come  from. — We  are,  yours  faithfully, 

London  and  North  Hardy  Brothers. 

British  Works,  Alnwick, 
Oct.  23. 


CHICAGO  TOURNAMENT  AND  AMERICAN 
AND  ENGLISH  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  that  your  corresponderice 
columns  could  be  much  better  taken  up  than  with 
those  squabbles  re  rods.  It  is  long  since  we  all 
knew  "  Val  Conson's "  preference  for  American 
goods,  and  I  don't  see  why  the  fact  should  be  so 
persistently  thrust  down  our  throats.  Considering 
the  attitude  he  takes  up  generally,  and  after  read- 
ing those  remarks  re  varnishing,  etc.,  in  the  con- 
cluding paragraph  of  his  last  letter,  one  can  hardly 
help  agreeing  with  Messrs.  Hardy's  remarks  in 
reference  to  briefs. — Yours  truly.    North  Wind. 

["Val  Conson"  has  no  prejudiced  preference  for 
American  goods  because  they  are  American  ;  he 
honestly  believes,  as  I  do,  that  there  is  something 
about  a  "Leonard"  rod  which  our  rod  makers  do 
not  give  us,  simply  because  they  have  not  until 
recently  been  asked  to  give  it.  It  is  no  use  to  tell 
us  we  are  fools,  and  that  if  we  only  knew  it  English 
rods  are  really  much  better  for  us,  that  they  can 
match  the  American  rods  in  every  respect  if  they 
want  to,  and  so  on.  All  I  say  is,  Do  it.  OS  two  rods 
both  exactly  alike  in  all  respects,  one  British  and 
the  other  American,  I  would  preler  the  Biitish  rod 
every  time,  simply  because  it  was  British.  But  I 
am  not  going  to  say  that  I  have  ever  yet  seen  any 
British  or  Irish  rod  equal  in  all  respects  to  the  best 
"Leonard,"  that  is,  same  length,  same  weight, 
same  diameter  and  circumference  of  joints,  and 
same  strength  and  stiffness.  In  the  eyes  of  a 
British  rod  maker  the  rod  may  be  built  on  radically 
bad  principles.  Very  well,  make  one  equally  bad 
in  every  respect,  and  if  you  do,  I  will  admit  with 
pleasure  that  the  British  rod  maker  can  make  the 
same  rod. — Ed.] 


VARNISH  AND  REPAIRS. 
B  Dear  Sir, — My  observation  about  varnish  and 
repairs  was  quite  serious.    I  have  never  once  in  my 


life  sent  a  good  rod  for  repair  to  a  firm  other  than  the 
maker  without  being  sorry  for  it.  For  all  I  know 
the  cement  may  be  a  great  part  of  the  American's 
secret.  Certainly  I  could  not  get  a  ring  or  top 
ring  replaced  over  here,  to  say  nothing  of  a  new 
top. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  say  a  rod  can  be  made 
as  hard  as  they  like.  Why  don't  they  try  the 
experiment  of  making  a  rod  as  hard  as  po-sible, 
yet  so  lightening  the  material  as  to  take  all  the 
harshness  out  of  its  action.  Then  they  would  get 
a  real  light  rod. — Yours  truly,        Val  Conson. 

["  Val  Conson  "  has  been  unfortunate.  I  have 
never  had  the  least  difficulty  in  getting  repairs  to 
rods  of  English  and  American  make — including 
"  Leonards" — done  to  my  entire  satisfaction. — Eu.J 


RODS  AND  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — It  seems  idle  to  ask  for  any  par- 
ticulars of  American  rods  except  length  and  weight. 
There  must  be  magic,  immeasurable  and  imponder- 
able, in  them,  which  only  becomes  active  when 
they  are  used  on  American  soil  by  somebody  whose 
soul  is  in  accord  with  it.  Djos  the  same  remark 
apply  to  American  lines,  or  are  they  capable  of 
description  ? 

I  notice  Mr.  Hardy  says  his  firm  can  make  rods 
of  almost  any  degree  of  hardness.  Can  cane  or 
wood  be  hardened  and  tempered  like  steel  ?  What 
is  a  "Vibration"  rod  1  How  does  it  differ  from 
any  other  spliced  greenheart  rod  ? — Yours  truly, 

Oscar  Allan. 

P.S. — Suction  joints. — What  means  are  adopted 
of  getting  rid  of  the  cushion  of  compressed  air  that 
will  be  left  in  the  joint  when  two  accurately  fitting 
ferrules  are  pushed  the  one  into  the  other  i 


A  GERMAN  ANGLER  ON  LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Receiving  regularly  your  Fishing 
Gazette  through  the  Post  Otfice,  I  took  a  big 
interest  in  the  different  letters  concerning  the 
Chicago  Tournament  and  the  light  "Leonard" 
rods,  especially  the  letter,  "  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Rods,"  by  "  Verax."  in  the  number  of  Oct.  14,  and 
the  inquiry  of  "  Verax "  if  these  light  rods  are 
also  suitable  for  wet-fly  fishing,  and  if  they  have 
sufficient  power  to  cast  the  line  against  a  moderate 
wind. 

Kindly  allow  a  German  fisherman  and  reader  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  to  speak  of  his  experience  in 
this  matter.  I  had  this  year  in  Wildbad  (Schwarz- 
wald,  Germany)  the  chance  to  see  "Leonard  "  rods 
working  for  dry-fly  trout  fishing,  and  by  the 
kindness  of  a  well  experienced  fisherman  I  had  a 
few  days'  try  with  his  "  Leonard"  rods,  either  9ft. 
or  lOlt.  Satisfied  with  the  results  in  dry-fly 
fishing,  I  resolved  to  order  one  of  them,  but  having 
at  my  fish  water  at  home  in  Saxony  nearly  only 
wet-flyfishing,  I  al^o  tried  these  "Leonard"  rods 
for  wet-fly  fishing.  The  large  River  Enz  at  Wildbad, 
with  mostly  rough  water,  big  dams  with  strong 
currents,  difficult  casting  on  account  of  trees  on 
the  banks,  gave  me  a  good  occasion  for  this  trial 
— mostly  a  long  cast  is  necessary  if  you  will  be 
successlul  to  take  home  some  of  these  30  centimetre 
and  above  trout,  which  are  only  allowed  to  be 
caught.  Windy  and  rainy  days  changed  to  good 
favourable  weather,  so  I  had  the  chance  to  try 
"  Leonard  "  light  rods  thoroughly,  and  I  was  fully 
satisfied  with  them  for  wet-fly  fishing,  too. 

The  ordered  "Leonard"  tournament  fly  rod. 
No.  51,  9ft.,  4|oz.,  with  shaped  handle,  arrived 
after  I  came  home,  and  with  a  "  Leonard  "  "  Click  " 
reel.  No.  43,  and  a  good  "  Kingfisher  "  line  I  had 
splendid  sport  with  this  nice  little  rod,  doing  just 
the  same  work  as  my  old  heavy  rods  I  had  fished 
up  to  now  for  years  to  my  satisfaction.  I  put 
out  the  line  as  far  and  sure  as  before  and  against 
every  reasonable  wind,  and  with  every  cast  I 
admired  the  power  of  this  light  rod  to  do  this. 
I  am  sure  if  Mr.  "  Verax "  will  only  try  once  a 
"Leonard"  rod  he  will  be  convinced.  I  larided 
with  this  "  Leonard  "  rod  trout  up  to  nearly  21b., 
mostly  in  big,  rough  water. — Yours  sincerely, 

Buchholz,  Saxony.       Carl  Anton  Rddolph.  - 


IN  PRAISE  OF  PORCELAIN  ROD  RINGS 
AND  A  SUGGESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  noticed  in  your  issue  of 
Oct.  21  your  query  re  "Porcelain  Rings"  in  reply 
to  Mr.  John  Holt  Schooling,  I  should  like  to  give 
you  my  experiences  of  the  same.  I  have  used  them 
for  some  years,  and  cannot  speak  too  highly  in 
their  praise,  and  think  personally  that  the  pleasme  of 
fishing  is  greatly  enhanced  by  their  use.  Lately 
I  have  tried  them  on  a  fly  rod  (salmon),  using  one 
ring  on  the  butt  and  another  for  the  top  ring, 
leaving  the  other  ordinary  snake  rings  in  place  as 
usual.  This  I  find  to  work  excellently,  but  the  butt 
ring  should  have  guards  in  order  to  prevent  any 
lisk  of  the  line  taking  a  turn  round  the  ring  io 
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question.  As  regards  the  top  rings,  I  should  like 
to  suggest  one  thing  which  I  believe  would  be  a 
great  improvement.  I  have  talked  it  over  with 
other  anglers  who  also  share  my  view,  and  that  is 
that  there  is  a  good  bit  too  much  edge  projecting 
on  the  ordinary  top  rings,  which  makes  the  ring 
liable  to  get  chipped  in  the  event  of  raising  one's 
lop  suddenly  waen  fishing  thickly  wooded  streams, 
and  I  have  chipped  several  in  this  way  through 
bharply  tapping  overhanging  twigs,  though  the 
impact  was  so  sligiit  that  fishing  with  the  ordinary 
steel  top  rings  one  would  have  taken  no  notice  of  the 
occurrence,  but,  o£  course,  directly  a  top  ring  is 
chipped  the  rough  edge  would  fray  the  line  sooner 
or  later.  Therefore,  I  should  like  humbly  to  suggest 
to  Mr.  Dale  that  the  top  rings  should  be  made 
flatter  and  narrower  on  the  edge,  in  order  that 
when  mounting  the  sacne  with  fairly  stout  wire 
there  would  not  be  so  much  porcelain  projecting 
above  and  below,  and  wire  would  grip  the  ring 
and  prevent  it  rattling  about.  In  fact,  a  ring  with 
narrower  and  deeper  groove  on  edge  would  be 
almost  exactly  like  the  ordinary  revolving  top  rings 
in  which  a  wire  holder  grips  a  hollow-edged  circular 
metal  ring,  the  porcelain  taking  the  place  of  the 
latter.  In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  see  some 
top  rings  fitted  in  the  bell-mouthod  wire  holders, 
various  sizes,  the  same  as  at  present  fitted  with 
agate  rings,  stocked  and  sold  by  various  makers. 
Come  what  may,  I  for  one  never  intend  to  spin 
■without  them,  and  feel  sure  Mr.  Schooling  will  not 
repent  of  his  choice. — Yours  truly, 

BlCNE  QUIA  ReCTE. 

[This  is  just  the  kind  of  information  one  wants. 
I  should  nut  have  thought  that  contact  with  wood 
would  have  chipped  the  porcelain  ring,  but  our 
correspondent's  experience  settles  that  point,  and 
it  seems  to  point  to  the  necessity  of  using  agate, 
at  least  for  the  top  joint  end  ring.  1  wish  home 
American  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  kindly 
give  us  fiis  experience  of  agate  rings,  as  1  know  they 
have  been  in  use  there  lor  many  years — possibly 
they  chip  also. — Ed. J 


"A  GOOD  FLY  FOR  BILLET  OFF  FILEY 
BRIG." 

Dear  Sib, — If  your  correspondent,  "Hair  Cast," 
will  refer  to  Wilcocks'  "  The  Sea-Fislierman," 
Becond  edition,  published  in  1868,  he  will  find  his 
fiy  there  illustrated.  The  silver  body  is  optioaal  to 
the  will  of  the  fisherman. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Heardeb. 


THOSE  GREEK  FLY  FISHERS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Why  should  you  find  it 
haid  to  believe  that  Macedonian  stieams  contain 
genuine  trout  ?  I  myself  killed  them  up  to  4^1b. 
in  the  Tchernaya,  above  Sebastopol,  in  1850,  and 
that  ia  not  very  ditfe  ent  as  to  latitude. — Yours 
truly,  M.  BfiRESFORD,  Lieut.-Gen. 

St.  Boswell's,  N.B. 

P.S. — I  am  kdling  fish  here  daily,  although  river 
is  terribly  low  and  foul. 

A  3lb.  3Joz.  roach. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  E.  Phillips'  query 
regarding  the  large  roach  I  wrote  to  you  about  a 
few  weeJiS  ago,  1  beg  to  state  that  the  fish  was 
caught  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  the  Bungalow,  on  the 
Colne,  near  HarefielJ,  and  the  weight  is  absolutely 
authentic. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  F.  Srow. 


A  TWISTED  SALMON  ROD  JOINT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
you  would  advise  me,  througti  the  i  ishing  Gazette, 
what  to  do  with  the  middle  piece  of  a  salmon  rod  I 
have.  It  has  got  a  bad  twisi-  with  lying  in  a  damp 
place.  Tfie  rod  is  greenheart.  And  oblige,  youis 
truly,  J.  Murray. 

[Burn  it.— Ed.] 

"  VIDIRCAM  "—OR  "  VIDIRCANIS  "  TROUT  ? 

Dear  Sib, — "  I  dunno  "  what  it  is,  but  "  a  friend 
of  mine  "  has  also  asked  me  if  I  can  tell  him,  and 
as  said,  I  can't:  and  would  like  to  know  in  common 
with  your  correspondent  {Fishing  Gazette,  Oct.  21, 
jjage  i04J  and  my  friend. — Youis  truly, 

J.  A.  Harv IE-Brown. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  CHRISTOPHER  D. 
THOMPSON. 
'  Dear  Sir, — I  am  sure  your  readers  in  the  north 
of, England  will  Lear,  with  the  deepest  regret,  of 
the  death,  which  took  place  on  Oct.  26,  at  Ulverston, 
ol  Mr.  Christopher  D.  Thompson,  formerly  of  Seaton 
Carew,  county  Durham.  To  naturalists,  Mr, 
Thompson's  sanctum  at  Seaton  Carew  was  exceed- 
ingly interesting,  and  liy-tying  being  a  great  hobby 
of  ilia,  he  always  took  the  griaiest  caie,  when  one 
had  the  pleasure  of  looking  over  his  cases,  to  point 
out  those  flies  which  lie  considered  of  real  worth 
ftnd  those  which  might  be  fatal  unexpectedly.  He 
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was  an  exceptionally  clever  fly-fisher,  a  true  angler, 
and  a  thorough  gentleman,  and  those  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  fishing  with  him  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Eden,  which,  I  think,  was  his  favourite 
stream,  will  much  lament  his  absence. — Yours 
obediently,  Arthur  W,  Spence. 


RE  FISHING  IN  REGENT'S  PARK. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  pleaded  to  say  that  I  have  been 
taking  your  valuable  paper  every  week  for  the  last 
four  or  five  years,  and  in  last  week's  issue  I  read  an 
article  on  the  above,  and  I  must  eay  that  I  do  not 
quite  agree  with  Mr.  Hawkings.  I  should  just  like 
to  suggest  the  following  one  or  two  things  which  I 
think  every  angler  would  agree  with  : — 

1.  That  there  should  be  proper  fishing  punts  on 
the  water  instead  of  boats,  for  which  a  charge  of 
2s.  Cd.  per  day  should  be  paid. 

2.  That  there  should  he  a  charge  of  23.  fid.  per 
day  to  fish  the  water,  including  all  kinds  of  fish. 

'i.  That  anglers  should  be  allowed  to  fish  on  any 
day  between  daybreak  and  sunset,  because  if 
holidays  and  Sundays  were  barred,  three  parts  of 
the  anglers  in  London  and  the  suburbs  would  not 
be  able  to  have  the  pleasure  of  a  day  on  the  water. 

4.  That  the  proceeds  of  the  fishing  should  be 
devoted  to  keeping  the  park  in  order. 

If  you  think  these  few  lines  are  worth  publishing 
I  should  be  very  pleased  if  you  could  do  so,  as  I 
am  sure  every  angler  would  like  to  have  a  chance 
to  fish  the  above  water.  Hoping  that  you  will  use 
your  great  influence  in  the  cause  of  the  above, — 
Yours  truly,  H.  Parkinson. 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  TRENT. 

Dear  Sir, — Concerning  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  your  issue  of  Oct.  14  re  grayling  in  the  Trent, 
during  four  years  after  the  poisoning  of  the  river 
no  grayling  were  caught.  The  one  your  corre- 
spondent refers  to  was  caught  above  where  the 
Yoxall  Brook  enters  the  Trent ;  in  fact,  that  brook 
empties  itself  into  a  backwater  in  the  first  instance 
under  Wichnor  Hail. 

Upon  the  last  Saturday  in  August  of  this  year  I 
caught  a  grayling,  about  eight  inches  long,  in  the 
bottom  part  of  our  fishery,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  junction  of  the  Tame  with  the  Trent.  I 
had  better  sport  last  season  than  I  have  had  for 
years.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  pollution  in  the 
Trent  is  very  mmh  less  than  it  was,  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  course  of  the 
next  two  years  it  will  practically  disappear. 

I  quite  figree  with  your  correspondent  in  the 
matter  of  the  weeds,  but  the  floods  necessitate  the 
cutting.  The  reason  the  limit  was  taken  ofi  the 
pike  was  that  there  were  so  many  small  ones  that 
the  other  kinds  of  fish  were  suflering  from  their 
depredations. 

As  to  the  river  never  being  again  what  it  was, 
that  is  more  than  anyone  can  tell.  I  can  only  say 
that  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  our  committee  if  it  is 
not  brought  back  to  its  original  state.  —  Yours 
truly,  ;H.  G.  Smith,  President. 

Birmingham  and  Midland 
Piscatorial  Society. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 

ASSOCIATION. 
Dear  Sir, — The  committee  of  the  above  associa- 
tion held  a  meeting  at  the  Devonthire  Hotel  Club- 
room,  Matlock  Bath,  on  Saturday,  Oct.  21.  Mr. 
F.  Dare  Mordle  occupied  the  chair.  After  some 
discussion  in  reference  to  the  fish  poisoning  in  the 
Derwent  (Derbyshire)  at  Darley  Dale,  it  was  decided 
to  write  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (Fisheries 
Department),  and  it  is  hoped  that  something  will 
be  done  to  prevent  disasters  like  these  to  fish  life 
occurring  again,  or  it  will  be  useless  to  buy  young 
trout  and  turn  them  into  this  river  to  be  poisoned. 
Some  trout  were  found  deal  as  low  down  as  Mr. 
Hurt's  water  near  Whatstandwell,  and  there  were 
bullheads  and  what  we  call  "  Tommy  Loach " 
found  near  Horoesford.  I  do  not  think  these  latter 
would  be  washed  down,  as  it  is  thought  the  trout 
and  large  barbel  have  been. — Yours  truly, 

Jas.  Henstock. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  FERN. 
CO.  DONEGAL. 
Dear  Sir, — Letters  ia  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Sept.  30  and  Oct.  21  last  raise  indirectly  the  ques- 
tion, interesting  and  important  to  genuine  sporting 
anglers,  of  undersized  fish  (specially  troat),  capture 
and  retention,  even  on  waters  like  the  above,  com- 
monly known  as  "sprat  lakes,"  because  mainly 
containing  the  smaller  sized  brown  trout,  whereof 
there  may  be  and  are  small  and  also  numerous 
takes  per  rod,  varying  with  favourable  and  un- 
favourable seasons  for  those  satisfied  with  such 
sport.  Personally,  I  have  known  both  circumstances 
on  Lough  Fern.  But  I  for  one  only  regret  that 
there  is  no  regulating  and  enforceable  size  limit  (in 
length)  to  the  trout  allowed  to  be  retained  on 
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capture  from  this  or  any  other  Irish  water.  AllK 
under  a  certain  size  should  be  instantly  unhooked 
and  returned  to  the  water  to  grow,  as  they  would,  to 
the  permissive  size  of  retention,  or  larger.  Suchlike 
rule  now  obtains  successfully  over  all,  or  nearly  all, 
the  preserved  angling  waters  of  England,  including 
even  the  Thames  "  coarse  "  fish,  and  this  without 
complaint,  but  approval. 

The  boast  of  a  numerous   take— regardless  of 
size — is  a  poor  one,  even  as  advertisement. 

Legal  restrictions  aside,  a  gunner  might  as  well 
boast  of  his  slaughter  and  "bag"  of  chicken- 
grouse,  partridges,  pheasants,  or  "  babies "  of  the- 
f  ur  tribe  ! 

The  occasional  bait  of  tiny  trout  or  other  little 
fish  to  soin  and  troll  for  the  real  big  lough  trout 
that  seldom  take  fly,  or  for  the  equally  cannibal 
and  fish-eating  pike,  is  a  very  different  matter. 

There  is  scarcely  a  "  take,"  numerous  or  small, 
from  Lough  Fern,  or  other  Irish  waters  known  as 
"  sprat  1  ikes,"  as  distinguished  from  the  big  trout 
loughs,  Corrib,  Mask,  Derg,  Erne,  etc.,  that  on 
emptying  the  creel  will  not  be  found  to  include 
baby  trout,  suitable  at  the  best  only  for  stocking 
(if  retained  alive),  or  for  occasional  aforesaid  baits, 
dead  or  alive.  Fern  trout  in  particular  are  occa- 
sionally taken  on  fly  up  to  lib.,  or  nearly,  and 
deducing  therefrom,  more  thereof,  even  allowing 
their  sometimes  feeding  on  their  own  fry- species; 
would  ba  found,  were  a  limit  size  for  anglers  en- 
forced, such  as  above  indicated. 

I  am  not  sure  of  the  angling  rights'  ownership  of 
the  Fern,  but  believe  that  as  regards  certain  minor 
loughs,  fishable  from  the  market  town  of  Milford', 
CO.  Donegal,  with  at  least  three  hotels,  anglers 
generally  are  indebted  to  Lord  Leitrim  for  their 
facilities ;  that  his  1  ^rdship's  permit  is  paramount, 
and  that  he  does  not  grant  or  lease  away  such 
rights  for  sub-letting  or  otherwise  to  any  particular 
individual,  locally  resident  or  otherwise ;  and  I 
know  that  those  who  fish,  as  a  few  do  on  such 
waters,  from  their  own  boats,  portable  or  otherwise, 
can  obtain  his  lordship's  permit.  And  these  waters 
are  not  overfished,  except  as  to  the  too  frequent 
capture  and  retention  of  pitifully  undersized  troutl 
— Yours  truly.  Fly  and  Troll. 


OIL  FOR  DRY  FLIES  AND  GNATS. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  " Landrail's "  request 
in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  it  may  be  said  that, 
like  the  man's  cocoa,  "  it  is  grateful,  soothing,  and 
comforting  "  to  have  a  fellow  angler's  appreciation, 
and  it  would  be  a  benefit  ti  learners  if  the  art  of 
thi  owing  a  straight  and  taut  line  could  be  imparted. 
It  would  also  afford  great  pleasure  to  the  writer, 
but,  alas !  he  is  not  possessed  of  sufficient  skill  to 
justify  him  in  attempting  to  teach  suoh  a  difficult 
and  delicate  art. 

In'.the  absence  of  precepts,  examples  are  not  bad 
things  to  be  considered,  and  the  writer  has  in  his 
mind's  eye  three  good  fishermen,  judged  by  their 
success  in  killing  fish,  an  analysis  of  whose  style 
may  show  in  what  direction  a  beginner  should  aim. 

The  first  appears  to  possess  good  wrist  action, 
but  his  line  generally  touches  the  water  first  and 
his  cast  and  fly  roll  over  after  it,  but,  of  ^course, 
very  lightly.  Fish  are  caught  in  this  way,'  btit  it 
does  not  seem  the  best  way. 

The  second  is  a  keeper  who  has  been  all  his  life  on 
the  stream.  He  tucks  his  walking  stick  tmder  bis 
left  arm,  holds  some  slack  line  in  his  left  hand, 
whirls  his  right  arm  round  like  the  sail  of  a  wind- 
mill, the  line  showing  like  a  bow  in  the  air,  and 
drops  his  fly  most  gently  imder  a  bush,  or  wherever 
he  wants  it.  It  is  known  that  he  misses  many  rises, 
and  this  may  reasonably  be  attributed  to  his  lino 
not  being  tight  enough. 

The  third,  a  tall  and  powerful  young  man,  appears 
to  throw,  with  very  little  effort,  entirely  from  the 
wrist  and  forearm,  and  there  is  no  obtrusively  per- 
ceptible parabola  as  in  the  keeper's  cast.  The  line, 
cast,  and  fly  appear  like  an  almost  straight  length 
of  .fine  wire  shooting  out  from  the  rod,  the  fly  bring- 
ing the  cast  and  line  along  after  it,  and  hovering  an 
instant  before  it  alights.  This  is  the  writer's  ideal, 
which  he  fears  he  will  never  realise,  as  he  was  never 
either  tall  or  powerful,  and  is  no  longer  young.  Ho 
means,  however,  to  keep  on  trying. 

He  would  like  to  ask  some  one  possessed  of  both 
science  and  experience  if  it  is  not  a  reasonable 
assumption  that  both  in  the  case  of  the  third  angler 
as  well  as  in  stone  throwing,  gunnery,  or  any  other 
ballistics,  efficiency  is  due  to  low  trajectory,  which 
is  again  owing  to  high  initial  velocity ;  and  that  both 
velocity  and  direction  are  imparted  at  the  instant 
of  time  when  the  pause  in  the  cast  ends  and  tbo 
forward  movement  begins,  the  said  instant  being 
the  psychological  moment  which  decides  the  success 
of  the  throw.  And  it  is  in  that  moment  that  tho 
knack  of  "  letting  the  rod  do  the  work  "  is  brought 
into  requisition  by  the  skilled  angler. — Yours  truly, 

Arbo.  ;j 

(Several  leiteri  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Notes  on  Trout  Feeding  Experiments. 

Mb.  Stukdy  writes : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  trout  feeding  con- 
tinues to  interest  me,  though  there  is  not  much 
■worthy  of  note.  Only  one  of  my  later  experiments 
has  any  bearing  on  Sir  H.  Maxwell's  theory  on  fish 
taking.  From  an  Osmunda  fern  by  the  waterside 
I  took  a  couple  of  pinnules,  and  blew  them  in  front 
of  a  cube  of  meat  to  the  fish.  Two  trout  that 
failed  to  get  the  food  seized  the  fern,  but  took 
very  slight  hold,  half  the  leaf  showing  outside  their 
mouths.  The  enclosed  frond  will  show  you  the 
colour — a  golden  brown. 

"  n  two  particulars  the  fish  ast  differently  from 
my  expectations.  The  first  is,  that  they  during 
daylight  are  always  taking.  From  eight  in  the 
morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon  I  have  some  days 
fed  them  seven  times  without  finding  them  once 
on  the  bottom  or  off  the  feed.  My  second  surprise 
has  been  to  find  the  fish  near  the  surface  and 
active  on  clear,  frosty  mornings.  Eight  o'clock 
was  as  early  as  suited  me,  and  I  had  expressed  a 
wish  that  some  one  else  should  try  somewhat 
earlier.  Hearing  this,  the  housekeeper,  who  can 
get  pets  of  many  sorts — from  wrens  to  squirrels 
— to  come  indoors  to  feed,  went  to  the  waterside 
on  a  morning,  as  frosty  as  any  one  we  have  lately 
had,  at  seven  to  find  the  trout  taking  freely  so 
long  as  she  cared  to  feed  them.  I  had  always 
associated  clear,  frosty  mornings  with  trout  lying 
loach-like  on  the  bottom.  The  greater  warmth  of 
the  water  in  autumn  than  in  spring  would  seem 
a  satisfactory  explanation  of  this  variation  of 
habit. 

"The  rooks  have  discovered  my  meat  stores, 
and  carry  off  the  paper  bags  containing  them, 
■which  to  be  safe  from  rats  I  had  hung  on  the  top 
of  the  screen.  A  Montagu's  Harrier  perched  one 
midday  on  the  gibbet  pole,  and  was  seen  tearing 
at  one  of  the  suspended  hares.  It  was  fortunate 
that  it  w£i3  my  nephew  who  came  on  it.  Had  it 
been  I,  my  account  would  have  been  little  better 


than  that  of  the  pitman,  when  shown  the  letter 
'  A ' — '  Aw  knaw  the  beggar  by  sight,  but  aw 
carma  tell  you  his  nyem.' — Yours  sincerely, 

"  Edw.  Sturdy." 

Mr.  Sturdy's  pitman's  story  is  fine.  I  am  afraid 
I  should  have  imagined  that  a «'  Montagu's  Harrier  " 
was  some  kind  of  a  dog — it  appears  to  be  a  bird. 
I  have  asked  Mr.  Sturdy  if  he  can  take  notes  of 
water  temperature.  I  believe  when  it  falls  much 
his  trout  will  fall  away  also.  He  doubtless  knows 
the  story  of  the  two  members  of  the  Stock  Exchange 
who  met  one  frosty  autumn  morning,  when  one 
asked  the  other  what  he  should  buy,  and  was  told 
"  thermometers,"  and  on  asking  why  was  told  they 
would  certainly  rise  before  middle  day.  I  told 
Mr.  S.  I  should  have  thought  the  Harrier  was  a  dog, 
and  he  says  : — 

"  Your  notions  re  the  Harriers  are  not  so  far 
fetched  as  they  may  seem,  the  genus  having  doubt- 
less been  so  named  from  their  habit  of  quartering  the 
ground  in  search  of  prey,  like  a  dog.  The  species  in 
question,  Montagu's,  frequents  moors  and  heaths, 
and  breeds  here.  It  has  for  other  name  "  ash- 
coloured  falcon." 


"  Hofland's  Anglers'  Manual." 

Wanting  a  copy  of  "  Hofland's  Anglers'  Manual " 
for  a  subscriber,  I  advertised  in  the  Publishers' 
Circular,  and  among  many  replies  was  this  from 
Mr.  J.  Haslam,  bookseller,  14,  Talbot-court, 
London,  E.G.  :— 

" '  Hofland's  Anglers'  Manual '  (How  and  Parsons, 
1841).  Ooth ;  engravings.  (The  last  owner  seems 
to  have  left  this  volume  on  the  dewy  mead  while 
he  was  playing  a  big  'un.  The  covers  and  fiLrst 
40pp.  badly  damp  stained.)" 

Mr.  Haslam  must  be  a  brother  of  the  craft !  I  was 
obliged  to  buy  a  better  copy  for  my  correspondent. 

The  "J.  J."  Biscuit. 

Some  people  are  very  fond  of  a  good  biscuit. 
Eecently  I  had  a  kind  quite  new  to  me  sent  by 
Messrs.  W.  J.  Joughin  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  biscuit  makers, 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  and  I  can  recommend  those 
who  like  a  biscuit  which  is  not  too  hard  or  too 
sweet  or  too  dry,  to  send  one  shilling  in  stamps  for 
a  post  free  sample  (21b. )  to  the  above-named  firm. 
Mr.  W.  J.  J.  is  a  keen  angler,  and  I  hope  he  will 
succeed  in  his  efforts  to  get  some  little  privileges  to 
encourage  Manx  youths  to  become  anglers.  It  seems 
that  this  "J.  J."  biscuit  has  been  a  favourite  with 
the  Manx  people  for  over  100  years  ;  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  the  present  maker  is  said  to 
have  made  it  for  William  Prince  of  Orange  when 
serving  in  his  army  on  the  Continent.  The  Manx 
people  say  there  is  a  "  Blee  "  about  it,  which  is  their 
word  for  something  fresh  and  good.  Mr.  Hall  Caine 
speaks  of  them  as  being,  with  Swiss  chocolate,  his 
only  food  on  ten-hour  rides  in  Iceland.  I  believe  it 
would  make  grand  paste  for  roach,  if  the  angler  did 
not  eat  it  all  by  mistake. 

CraySsh  as  Bait. 

The  numerous  friends  of  BaronJPaul  Tcherkassov 
in  this  country  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  he  has 
had  a  very  rough  time  of  it  since  the  beginning 
of  May — first  diphtheria,  then  influenza  and  bron- 
chitis, and  finally  malarial  fever.  If  that  is  not 
enough  for  a  very  keen  angler  in  the  best  angling 
season,  I  do  not  know  what  he  expects.  I  am  glad 
to  say  the  Baron  is  getting  better,  and  looking 
forward  to  seeing  his  soldier  son  at  Christmas,  who 
will  return  with  honour  and  promotion  from  the 
terrible  war  with  Japan.  Baron  T.  sends  an  inte- 
resting and  useful  article  on  the  crayfish  as  a  bait. 

Roach  with  White  Fins. 

An  old  angler  informs  me  that  when  fishing  in 
the  River  Derwent  at  Whatstandwell,  in  Derbyshire, 
on  Oct.  18,  he  caught  a  roach  with  the  two  fins 
nearest  the  head  white,  instead  of  the  usual  orange 
colour.  The  poor  Derwent  fish  get  such  doses  of 
poison  every  now  and  then  that  it  is  no  wonder 
they  change  colour. 

The  Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers, 

On  another  page  will  be  found  the  major  part 
of  Mr  W.  J.  Thomas'  twentieth  annual  report  of 
the  Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  Preservation 
Society.  There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  splendid 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Thomas  has  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  given  his  services  in  the  interest 
of  fish  preservation,  and  I  am  only  sorry  to  see 


that  from  the  causes  ho  mentions  sport  has  not 
been  what  it  should  have  been  by  any  means.  It 
is  a  great  blot  on  Ireland  that  nothing  but  private 
enterprise  and  private  money  should  stand  between 
so  many  of  the  best  fisheries  and  their  destruction 
by  poachers — human  and  other.  Mr.  Thomas 
deserves  the  thanks  of  all  lovers  of  angUng. 

New  Book  by  Mr.  Afialo. 

Mr.  P.  G.  Afialo,  F.Z.S.,  under  the  breezy  title  of 
"  The  Salt  of  my  Life,"  has  written  his  reminiscences 
as  an  angler.  The  book  is  published  by  Sir  Isaac 
Pitman  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  and  as  the  author  has  travelled 
in  many  parts  of  the  world  in  search  of  sport,  and 
especially  such  sport  as  deep  sea  fishing  affords,  his 
book  should  find  favour  with  many  residers.  There 
are  about  fifty  illustrations  from  photographs  of 
actual  fishing  experiences. 


Dove  Grayling. 

I 'am  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Foster,  of 
Ashbourne,  that  the  grayling  fishing  in  the  Dove 
is  better  this  season  than  for  very  many  years  past. 
He  adds  :  "  The  Bumbles,  fished  wet,  seem  to  pay 
best,  as  everyone  seems  to  be  finding  out.  The  dry 
fly  is  best  for  trout,  and  wet  fly  for  grayling  here- 
abouts." When  I  first  fished  the  Dove,  dry  fly 
fishing  was  unknown  on  it,  and  both  trout  and 
grayUng  took  the  wet  fly. 

Presentation  to  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse. 

On  another  page  will  be  found  an  account  of  the 
presentation  to  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  of  a  very 
handsome  testimonial — well  deserved  in  every  way, 
and  subscribed  to  by  thousands  of  sea  fishermen  in 
recognition  of  the  good  work  Mr.  Towse  has  done 
for  our  fisheries. 


Consolation  in  London  Mud. 

As  one  is  being  splashed  from  head  to  foot  by 
the  flat  hoofs  of  the  horses  striking  the  mud  puddles 
of  Fleet-street,  it  is  at  least  consoUng  to  think  the 
fish  are  getting  fresh  water.        R.  B.  Mabston. 


NEW  GOLF  LINKS  AT  BOUENE- 
MOUTH. 


The  county  borough  of  Bournemouth  has  made 
such  a  substantial  profit  from  the  golf  Unks  established 
in  Meyrick  Park  eleven  years  ago,  that  the  cor- 
poration have  been  induced  to  lay  out  a  finer  course, 
three  and  a  half  miles  long,  in  the  magnificent 
Queen's  Park,  now  in  course  of  formation  on  the 
north-east  side  of  the  town.    Opened  on  Oct.  25 
by  the  Mayor  (Mr.   J.    E.   Beale),    these  new 
Hnks  occupy  an  exceedingly  picturesque  situation 
in  one  of  the  highest  and  healthiest  parts  of  the 
borough,  where  an  extensive  residential  area  is  being 
developed.    Advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  im- 
dulating  character  of  the  ground  to  plan  a  course 
of  the  finest  quality,  and  one  that  will  certainly  test 
the  most  skilful  players.    Designed  by  ilr.  J.  H. 
Taylor,  the  course  is  cut  through  thick  heather,  and 
on  one  side  has  a  fine  background  of  pine  trees, 
which  will  shortly  be  intersected  by  a  carriage  drive. 
Bournemouth  was  the  first  town  in  the  coimtry  to 
provide  municipal  golf  links,  and  its  enterprise  in 
this  direction  is  adding  appreciably  to  the  popularity 
of  the  town  as  a  health  resort.    No  fewer  than 
eighty-one  golf  courses  may  now  be  reached  from 
Waterloo  Station  by  the  London  and  South  Western 
Railway. 


FISH  CULTURE. 


Mr  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lin- 
colnshire, is  anticipating  a  very  successful  season  in 
the  delivery  of  coarse  fish.  He  has  already  sent 
away  large  numbers,  and  heavj'  consignments  go  to 
Rickmansworth  and  the  Old  Welsh  Harp  at  Hendon 
this  week.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  he  has  no 
less  than  6000  coarse  fish  on  liand  ready  for  despatch. 
They  include  king  carp,  comm.on  carp,  roach,  perch, 
tench,  and  last  but  not  least  above  2000  of  those 
very  lovely  fish  the  golden  tench.  These  are  a 
most  valuable  lot,  and  run  mainly  from  three  to 
seven  inches,  but  there  are  a  few  of  above  twelve 
inches  which  are  designed  mainly  for  future  breeders. 
They  were  taken  from  a  pond  which  is  only  emptied 
about  once  in  four  or  five  years.  These  are  fish  for 
the  upper  ten,  and  many  of  tlhem  go  to  well-known 
noblemen.  Prices  can  be  had  on  application  to 
Mr.  Ford. 
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LIFE  HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMON 
HOUSEFLY. 


The  common  housefly  is  so  important  to  anglers 
that  the  following  account  of  it  by  James  Samuelson 
and  J.  Braxton  Hicks,  M.D.,  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
interest. — Ed. 

The  questions  that  you  will  naturally  put  to 
yourself  when  you  enter  your  breakfast-room,  and 
find  that  the  little  intruders  have  already  taken 
possession  of  your  choicest  viands,  are :  "  Whence 
come  these  myriads  of  insects,  of  which,  a  few 
days  since,  scarcely  a  single  one  was  visible  ?  and 
what  has  been  their  previous  career  ?  "  We  shall 
endeavour  briefly  to  answer  these  queries,  and  to 
detail  a  few  of  the  best-known  facts  in  regard  to 
the  life-history  of  the  fly. 

"Few  persons  are  aware"  (to  quote  the  words 
of  an  old  German  writer* 
on  the  subject)  "  that 
these  insects,  which  swarm 
around  their  heads,  had 
previously  crept  under 
their  feet"  ;  but  such  is 
the  case,  and  a  reference 
to  this  portion  of  the 
subject  leads  us  first  to 
consider  the  mode  of  repro- 
duction in  the  fly,  and  of 
the  extraordinary  powers 
that  it  possesses  to  multiply 
its  species. 

In  the  fly,  its  organs  of 
reproduction  are  never 
united  in  the  same  creature, 
as  we  found  to  be  the  case 
in  the  worm;  but  in  this 
insect  the  sexes  are  per- 
fectly distinct,  the  female 
being  recognisable  by  the 
presence  of  a  little  tube 
(ovipositor),  situated  at 
the  end  of  the  abdomen. 
This  organ  is  formed  of 
three  or  four  rings,  which 
the  fly  can  protrude  or 
retract,  after  the  manner 
of  a  telescope,  and  em- 
ploys for  the  purpose  of 
depositing  her  eggs.  In- 
ternally the  organs  of  the 
female  consist  of  a  pair  of 
branching  tubes,  in  which 
the  ova  are  developed, 
whilst  the  male  is  furnished 
with  tubes  and  glands 
necessary  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  fructifjdng 
elements,  these  organs  in 
both  sexes  being  situated 
in  the  abdominal  section 
of  the  body.  Beyond  this, 
there  is  nothing  of  interest 
to  the  general  reader  in 
this  portion  of  the  fly's 
anatomy. 

Keller,  the  naturalist, 
to  whom  we  have  just 
referred,  and  who  studied 
the  history  of  the  fly  with 
considerable  attention,  tells 
us  that  the  female  deposits 
her  eggs  six  or  eight  days 
after  impregnation.  This 

she  usually  does  in  such  decaying  substances  as 
her  instinct  denotes  to  be  suitable  for  the 
nourishment  of  her  larvae,  as,  for  example, 
the  heaps  of  vegetables  and  other  substances 
that  are  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  our 
dwellings. 

"If,"  says  Keller,  "  the  fly  be  enabled  to  choose 
the  place  which  suits  her  best  for  the  deposition  of 
her  eggs  (as,  for  instance,  in  my  sugar-basin,  in 
which  I  placed  a  quantity  of  decaying  wheat), 
she  takes  a  correct  survey  of  every  part,  and 
selects  that  in  which  she  believes  her  ova  will  be 
the  best  preserved,  and  her  young  ones  well  cared 
for.  If  there  were  too  much  moisture,  the  maggots 
would  bo  drowned  ;  if  too  little,  the  first  drought 
would  cause  eggs  and  larva;  to  become  desiccated. 
Having  chosen  a  suitable  locality,  one  neither  too 


wet  nor  too  dry,  she  protrudes  her  little  ovipositor, 
and  therewith  lays  her  eggs,  by  the  side  of,  and 
upon  one  another,  with  the  same  precision  as  the 
cleverest  hands  would  arrange  larger  objects  ;  she 
then  sits  perfectly  still,  without  moving  a  single 
member  of  her  body  excepting  her  ovipositor ; 
indeed,  it  would  appear  as  though  she  were  not 
quite  conscious  whilst  this  operation  is  being  per- 
formed, for  so  long  as  she  is  not  absolutely  touched, 
one  may  approach  her  as  nearly  as  one  likes,  with- 
out causing  her  to  exhibit  the  least  symptom  of 
alarm.  During  this  operation,  which  lasts  half  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  (a  few  minutes  more  or  less), 
she  lays  seventy,  eighty,  or  ninety  eggs."  Generally 
speaking,  the  greater  number  of  insects  die  as  soon 
as  they  have  deposited  their  eggs;  but  Keller's 
observations  led  him  to  believe  that  this  is  not  the 
case  with  the  fly,  for  he  retained  several  alive  in  a 
glass  for  some  days  after  oviposition  was  com- 
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•  Keller,  "  Geschinhte  der  geraeinen  Stubenfliege  " 
(trans.  "  Hi-tory  of  the  Common  Housefly  "). 


plet?d,  and  he,  as  well  as  other  naturalists,  believe 
that  the  insect  deposits  her  eggs  three  or  four 
times  during  her  life,  the  duration  of  which  is  a 
few  weeks  or  months. 

Assuming  that  the  fly  deposits  eighty  ova  at  a 
sitting,  and  that  she  performs  this  operation  four 
times  during  her  life,  Keller  has  drawn  up  a  table, 
from  wliich  it  would  appear  that  a  single  female 
might  in  one  season  be  the  progenitrix  of  upwards 
of  two  million  flies. 

Although  the  foregoing  calculation  is  quite 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  immense  swarms  of 
flies  that  make  their  appearance  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  months,  yet  these  would  be  consider- 
ably increased  were  it  not  that,  from  various  causes 
(such  as  drought,  flood,  etc.,  and  the  rapacity  of 
birds  and  other  animals  that  prey  upon  them),  a 
considerable  number  of  the  e^gs  thus  deposited  are 
never  hatched,  or  if  hatched  the  larvae  ar^.  from 
similar  caus'js,  destroyed  in  that  stage,  and  do  not 


attain  the  imago  form.  The  eggs  are  hatched  a 
few  days  after  they  are  deposited,  and  if  you  wish 
to  obtain  a  tolerably  accurate  idea  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  larva  that  proceeds  from  them,  you 
have  but  to  examine  with  a  pocket-lens  one  of  the 
well-known  long  white  maggots,  commonly  termed 
"  jumpers,"  which  are  found  in  decaying  cheese, 
and  afterwards  become  converted  into  a  small 
black  Qy  {Piophila)  belonging  to  a  kindred  group, 
or  one  of  the  ordinary  maggots  found  in  ham  when 
in  a  state  of  decay. 

The  body  of  the  larva  (Figs.  1  and  la)  is  divided 
into  thirteen  rings,  of  which  the  anterior,  or  head, 
is  furnished  with  a  pair  of  hooked  jaws  and  curious 
globular  palpi  (Fig.  4),  and  the  second  bears  a  pair 
of  rudimentary  feet  (Figs  la,  2). 

The  jaws,  along  with  the  remaining  apparatus 
situated  upon  the  first  ring,  are  capable  of  being 
retracted,  and  they  then  present  the  appearance 
delineated  in  Fig.  5,  or 
when  fully  extended,  as  at 
Fig.  6. 

On  the  posterior  portion 
of  thelastrin£;(Fig.  la,  13), 
as  well  as  at  the  side  of 
every  other  segment  of  the 
larva,  are  lo  be  found 
spiracles  or  respiratory 
holes  symmetrically  dis- 
posed in  pairs,  and  within 
the  body  may  be  seen  a 
very  perfect  system  of 
tracheae  or  respiratory 
tubes,  two  or  three  of 
which  are  visible  in  Fig.  6, 
t,  and  which  serve  to  aerate 
the  circulating  fluid. 

With  the  exception  of 
these  organs  the  larva 
presents  the  appearance  of 
a  smooth  worm,  void  of 
members  of  any  kind,  but ' 
when  the  microscope  is 
brought  to  bear  in  its 
examination,  it  is  found  to 
be  covered  with  a  vast 
number  of  diminutive 
hooks,  disposed  in  regular 
rows  or  circlets  upon  each 
ring  (Figs,  la,  5  and  6), 
which  remind  us  forcibly 
of  the  hooks  upon  the  body 
of  the  worm,  and  thus 
render  the  analogy  between 
the  two  living  objects  still 
more  lemarkable. 

Whilst  in  this  state  the 
larva  is  constantly  devour- 
ing the  substances  in  which 
it  was  hatched,  and  in- 
creases rapidly  in  size  ;  it 
is,  however,  asexual — that 
is,  incapable  of  repro- 
duction, and  in  a  few  days 
assumes  the  pupa  form. 
This  change  is  effected  by 
the  hardening  of  the  outer 
skin,  which  becomes  brown 
and  tough,  enclosing  the 
larva  in  a  little  bright 
barrel -shaped  case,  divided 
into  rings  or  segments 
(Fig.  2),  and  it  is  then  to 
all  appearance  lifeless. 
Whilst  the  insect  is  in 
this  its  second  or  pupal  condition,  that  remarkable 
metamorphosis  is  taking  place  in  its  internal  as 
well  as  external  structure,  which  raises  it  from 
the  type  of  a  worm  to  that  of  a  highly-organised 
insect. 

The  simple  jaws  of  the  larva  are  replaced  by  the 
complicated  proboscis  that  is  so  necessary  for  the 
sustenance  of  the  fly  ;  the  compound  eyes  by  which 
we  have  found  the  insect  races  to  be  characterised 
now  make  their  appearance,  as  also  the  delicately- 
constructed  feet  and  wings,  and  the  mysterious 
antennae  (Pig.  3).  Simultaneously  with  the  division, 
or,  rather,  the  concentration,  of  the  cylindrical  body 
into  head,  thorax,  and  abdomen,  a  change  also 
takes  place  in  the  internal  anatomy ;  for  whilst 
this,  in  the  larva,  resembled  that  of  the  worm,  it 
now  becomes  changed  to  the  more  perfect  structure 
of  the  fly.  In  a  few  days,  when  all  these  trans- 
formations are  complete,  the  insect  forces  its  way 
out  of  its  prison-house  in  the  following  manner;  — 
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After  it  has,  by  a  series  of  muscular  efforts,  detached 
itself  from  the  pupal  covering,  it  strikes  its  head 
forcibly  against  one  end  of  the  case  time  after 
time,  until  it  bursts  open,  as  it  were,  upon  a  hinge, 
like  the  lid  of  a  cylindrical  snuff  box  (Fig.  4). 

When  the  fly  first  makes  its  escape  it  presents 
anything  but  a  graceful  appearance;  for  whilst  it 
was  in  the  pupa-case  its  members  were  folded 
against  the  body,  more  with  a  view  to  economy  of 
space  than  to  display  their  elegance,  and  the  wings 
are  necessarily  crumpled  and  insignificant  in 
appearance.  These  members  are  supplied  Lntemally 
with  a  great  number  of  tracheae,  or  air-tubes,  and 
one  of  the  first  operations  of  the  insect  is  to  inflate 
these  by  a  trembling  motion,  and  by  the  expansions 
and  contractions  of  the  abdomen  ;  in  thus  dilating 
the  tracheae,  the  insect  gives  to  the  wings  their 
necessary  expansion  and  support. 

We  have  now  followed  the  fly  from  its  first 
appearance  upon  a  dunghill  until  it  enters  the 
habitations  of  man,  and  feeds  at  the  tables  of 
monarchs  and  peasants.  Of  its  habits  in  this,  the 
last  phase  o£  its  history,  we  can  tell  you  but  little 
that  you  do  not  already  know.  Its  brief  existence 
presents  but  few  facts  that  are  of  interest  to  the 
naturalist ;  for  the  fly  neither  constructs  dwellings 
like  the  bee  nor  does  it  display  any  peculiar 
instinctive  intelligence  in  its  natural  operations. 

In  its  perfect  form  it  appears  to  be  as  great  an 
epicure  as  it  was  a  gourmand  in  its  larval  stage, 
and  indulges  in  all  the  delicacies  of  our  table 
whenever  they  come  within  its  reach.  It  delights 
to  bask  in  the  sunshine,  but  at  the  first  approach 
of  winter  retreats  into  the  warm  nooks  and  crannies 
of  our  dwellings,  and  secretes  itself  in  curtains  and 
drapery,  and  when  the  cold  sets  in  its  swarms 
vanish  as  rapidly  as  they  first  made  their  appear- 
ance in  spring. 

But  even  its  brief  and  apparently  gay  and 
tranquil  existence  is  not  unattended  with  danger. 
That  it  is  massacred  and  poisoned  wholesale  by  man, 
falling  a  victim  to  its  keen  appreciation  of  the 
sweets  of  life;  that  it  is  devoured  by  birds,  cats 
and  other  quadrupeds,  spiders,  etc. ;  tortured  and 
crushed  to  death  by  children,  and  dissected  by 
microscopists,  you  are  doubtless  well  aware.  But 
there  is  another  peril  to  which  it  is  subject,  and  of 
this  you  are  perhaps  not  cognisant ;  this  is  a 
curious  disease  to  which  vast  numbers  fall  victims 
towards  the  close  of  the  autumn,  and,  although 
highly  interesting  to  the  naturalist  and  micro- 
scopist,  it  must  be  a  fearful  infliction  to  the  poor 
little  fly.  As  this  disease  has  been  very  graphically 
described  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Microscopic 
Journal,  we  cannot  do  better  than  transcribe  a 
short  extract*: — 

"The  subject  of  this  paper  is  the  well-known 
curious  disease  which  prevails  among  common 
houseflies  at  the  period  when  the  departing  warmth 
of  autumn  induces  them  to  seek  shelter  within 
doors. 

"  At  this  time  innumerable  dead  bodies  of  flies 
may  be  seen  adhering  to  the  windows,  walls, 
shutters,  etc.,  in  all  parts  of  the  room.  The  dead 
insect,  although  dry,  and  so  friable  as  to  crumble 
into  dust  upon  the  slightest  touch,  retains  so  far 
the  attidude  of  life  that  it  is  difficult,  without 
touching,  to  believe  that  it  is  not  a  living  fly  on 
the  point  of  taking  flight.  Insects  in  dying  usually 
flraw  up  the  legs,  and  cross  them  beneath  the  body, 
but  in  the  case  of  the  disease  now  under  considera- 
tion the  dead  body  is  supported  upon  the  out- 
stretched legs,  who'e  feet  retain  Iheir  adhesive 
property,  and  by  the  protruded  proboscis,  with 
which  the  fly  would  seem  to  be  sucking,  and  by 
which,  even  when  the  feet  may  happen  to  be 
detached,  the  body  is  still  retained  in  situ.  The 
dead  flies  in  this  condition  are  always  surrounded 
with  a  halo,  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  composed 
(){  a  whitish  dust,  which  upon  examination  is  found 
to  consist  of  the  spores  (seeds)  of  a  fungus.  The 
abdomen  is  much  distended,  and  the  rings  com- 
posing it  are  separated  from  each  other,  the 
intervals  being  occupied  by  white  prominent  zones, 
constituted  of  a  fungoid  growth  proceeding  from 
the  interior  of  the  body.  Further  examination 
will  show  that  the  whole  of  the  contents  of  the 
hody  of  the  fly  have  been  consumed  by  the 
parasitic  growth,  and  that  nothing  remains  but  an 
empty  shell,  lined  with  a  thin  felt-like  layer,  com- 
posed of  the  slender  mycelia  of  the  innumerable 
fungi. 


*  "  Empusa  Muscse ;  the  Disease  of  the  Common 
Housefly."   By  Dr,  F.  Cohn. 


"  This  disease  appears  to  have  been  long  noticed, 
though,  of  course,  in  the  absence  of  sufiBcient 
microscopic  assistance,  its  true  nature  was  not  at 
first  known.  First  noticed  it  would  seem  by 
De  Geer,  in  1782,  it  did  not  escape  the  minute  eye 
of  the  illustrious  Goethe,  who  gives  an  accurate 
description  of  the  phenomena  attending  it,  especi- 
ally of  the  appearance  of  the  white  dust  between 
the  rings  of  the  body  and  its  dispersion  in  a  wide 
area  around  the  dead  insect.  Accurate  microscopic 
observations  were  made  upon  it  by  Nees  v. 
Esenbeck  in  1827,  though  he  did  not  arrive  at  any 
very  definite  conclusions  as  to  the  nature  of  what 
he  observed.  But  in  1835  Mons.  Dumeril  declared 
the  fine  white  dust  to  be  a  true  mould,  which  had 
probably  caused  the  death  of  the  animal,  in  the 
same  way  that  plants  are  killed  by  the  different 
species  of  Exysiphe :  he  compares  it  to  the 
'muscardine  '  of  the  silkworm." 


FLY  FISHING  FOE  GEAYLING. 

By  "  Halcyon." 

It  has  always  been  a  source  of  astonishment  to 
me  the  number  of  anglers,  even  in  Yorkshire,  which 
is  noted  for  the  number  of  its  grayling  rivers,  who 
lay  aside  their  rods  at  the  end  of  the  trout  season 
and  take  to  shooting  or  golf,  or  some  other  kind  of 
sport,  never  seeming  to  think  of  the  enjoyment 
derivable  from  a  day  spent  in  pursuit  of  Salmo 
thymallus,  or  "cucumbrus,"  as  a  friend  of  mine 
insists  is  a  more  suitable  title  for  this  beautiful 
autumn  and  winter  fish.  During  September  and 
October  they  rise  readily  at  the  early  spring  flies, 
or  when  a  sharp  frosty  night  or  two  has  thinned 
these  down,  at  any  of  the  numerous  "  fancy  "  flies 
which  have  been  invented  during  the  past  dozen 
years  or  so.  I  was  looking  through  an  old  wovn  fly- 
book  the  other  evening,  and  came  across  a  paicket 
of  flies  marked  "  grayling  "  which  my  father  brought 
me  from  Farlow's  in  the  "  sixties,"  and  I  could 
not  help  smiling  at  what  was  supplied  then  and 
what  the  same  firm  would  send  out  now.  There 
was  the  Fern  Fly  of  Ronalds  and  the  Silver  Dun 
extolled  by  the  late  Francis  Francis,  also  the  Willow 
Fly  and  a  few  winged  Duns,  but  there  were  no 
examples  of  the  Red  Tag,  or  Bumbles,  or  any  of 
the  patterns  of  the  standard  type,  without  which 
no  collection  of  grayling  flies  would  nowadays  be 
considered  complete.  In  my  opinion,  September  is 
quite  early  enough  to  think  seriously  of  grayling 
fishing,  for  they  do  not  really  get  into  good  con- 
dition until  then,  and,  excepting  in  the  case  of  the 
smaller-sized  ones,  assume  that  bright  silver  hue, 
shot  with  delicate  green  andlilac,  themilkwhite  belly 
and  brilhant  tortoiseshell  dorsal  fin  which  is  charac- 
teristic of  them  when  seen  at  their  best.  A  pound 
grayling  in  September  or  October  on  a  fine  fly-cast 
in  a  rough  stream  will  give  you  quite  as  much  play 
as  a  trout  will  in  June  or  July,  and  the  beauty  of 
this  fish  is  that  he  will  rise  again  and  again  at 
your  flies,  when  a  trout  would  not  come  again 
after  the  first  miss,  and,  as  regards  their  edible 
quaUties,  I  consider  them  quite  equal  to  a  trout. 
For  wet-fly  fishing  the  following  imitations  of 
natural  insects  will  be  found  good  killers  upon  any 
grayling  river  in  the  kingdom. 

No.  1.  The  Early  or  Winter  Brown. — Body: 
Bronze  peacock's  herl,  with  orange  tying  silk, 
hackled  with  the  feather  from  inside  of  a  wood- 
cock's wing.  Hook :  No.  1  or  2  Kendal  scale. 
This  is  Mr.  Henry  Bradshaw's  pattern  of  the  old- 
fashioned  Woodcock  and  Orange,  and  is  an  excel- 
lent point  fly ;  it  will  kill  on  mild  days  during 
November  and  December,  especially  if  there  is  a 
bit  of  sunshine  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

No.  2.  The  Waterhen  Bloa.— Body  :  Yellow  silk 
dubbed  with  water  rat's  fur,  hackled  with  feather 
from  inside  of  a  waterhen's  wing.  Hook  :  No.  1 
Kendal  scale.  An  indispensable  autumn  fly,  and 
which,  when  it  comes  floating  down  on  the  surface 
of  the  water  with  its  wings  erect,  is  a  great  attrac- 
tion to  the  fish ;  it  may  be  varied  with  a  quill  body, 
dyed  yellow. 

No.  3.  The  Dark  Needle. — Body :  Brown  silk, 
with  a  single  turn  of  bronze  herl  to  form  the  head, 
hackled  with  steely  coloured  feather  from  a  swift. 
Hook :  No.  0  Kendal  scale.  This  is  a  capital 
autumn  grayling  fly ;  it  is  sometimes  dressed  with 
a  feather  from  the  brown  owl,  but  the  above  is 
decidedly  the  best  imitation  of  the  natural  fly. 

No.  4.  The  Rusty  Poult  Bloa.— Body :  Yellow 
silk  dubbed  with  ruddy  fur  from  a  squirrel,  hackled 


with  the  pale  dun  feather  from  under  a  young 
grouse's  wing.  Hook  :  No.  0  Kendal  scale.  This 
is  the  sunken  imitation  of  the  Pale  Autumn  Dun, 
which  is  a  great  favourite  with  the  grayling. 

No.  5.  The  Blue  Hawk.— Body :  Orange  silk 
dubbed  with  water  rat's  fur,  hackled  with  the  steely 
blue  feather  from  a  merlin  hawk.  Hook  :  No.  0 
Kendal  scale.  This  was  the  favourite  autumn 
grayling  fly  of  the  late  Rev.  T.  Challinor,  of  Newton 
Kyme,  on  the  River  Wharfe;  on  some  days  a  pattern 
dressed  with  an  apple-green  silk  body  will  be  found 
a  good  killer. 

No.  6.  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple.— Body :  Dark 
purple  silk,  well  waxed,  hackled  with  a  feather  from 
outside  of  a  jack  snipe's  wing.  Hook :  No.  0 
Kendal  scale.  An  excellent  killer  on  cold  days 
when  the  Iron  Blue  Dun  is  on  the  water. 

No.  7.  Throstle  Wing.— Body :  Cinnamon- 
coloured  silk,  dubbed  with  red  squirrel's  fur, 
hackled  with  feather  from  a  throstle's  (thrush's) 
wing.  Hook  :  No.  1  Kendal  scale.  This  pattern 
was  first  shown  to  me  by  Ambrose  Cawood,  who 
was  then  keeper  to  the  Otley  Angling  Club ;  it 
is  a  good  fly  to  use  towards  the  end  of  the  day. 

No.  8.  The  SmaU  Willow  Fly.— Body :  Yellow 
silk  dubbed  with  water  rat's  fur,  hackled  with  a 
blue  cock's  hackle,  having  golden  tips.  Hook : 
No.  0  Kendal  scale.  A  good  killer  on  such  rivers 
as  the  Yore. 

No.  9.  The  Cinnamon  Fly. — Body  :  Herl  from  a 
cock  pheasant's  tail  feather,  ribbed  on  buff-coloured 
silk.  Legs  :  A  ginger  cock's  hackle.  Wings  :  The 
ruddy  brown  feather  from  a  landrail.  Hook  :  No.  1 
Kendal  scale.  This  pattern  may  also  be  tied 
hacklewise  with  either  a  landrail's  or  thrush's 
feather  ;  this  fly  is  an  excellent  killer  on  mild 
autumnal  days. 

No.  10.  The  Smoke  Fly.— Body :  Bronze  pea- 
cock's herl,  hackled  with  feather  from  under  a 
young  grouse's  wing.  Hook  :  No.  0  Kendal  scale. 
This  pattern  is  also  varied  by  a  silver  ribbing — it 
is  called  the  "  Little  Chap  "  in  Derbyshire. 

The  above  list  of  flies  for  fishing  wet  for  grayling 
might  be  greatly  extended,  but  there  is  no  necessity 
to  add  to  it  as  these  are  ample  for  any  river,  and 
if  they  fail  to  kill,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
the  fish  are  not  "  on." 

One  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  grayhng 
is  its  partiaUty  for  flies  having  bodies  of  gold  and 
silver  and  tags  of  different  hues  ;  these  bear  no 
resemblance  to  anything  in  the  shape  of  natural 
insects,  and  it  is,  therefore,  as  well  to  stick  to  the 
foregoing  imitations  of  the  real  thing  until  the 
sharp  frosts  of  November  begin  to  clear  the  water 
of  naturals  and  their  nymphae.  A  Red  Tag  or  Brad- 
shaw's Fancy  may  be  used  as  a  tail  fly,  the  droppers 
should  be  selected  from  the  above  Hst. 

I  will  now  give  a  selection  of  the  most  useful 
"  fancy  "  flies. 

No.  1.  The  Red  Tag.— Body :  Bright  green 
peacock's  herl,  with  gold  tinsel  tip  and  a  tag  of  red 
wool,  hackled  with  a  bright  red  cock's  hackle. 
Hook:  No.  0  Kendal  scale.  This  is  one  of  the 
first,  if  not  the  first,  of  the  "  fancy  "  inventions. 
I  was  the  first  to  introduce  it  into  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  about  the  year  1878  ;  it  was  given  to  me  by  a 
Worcestershire  gentleman,  but  I  soon  fotmd  that 
it  killed  well  on  the  Yore  and  Wharfe,  and  to-day 
it  is  a  universal  favourite. 

No.  2.  Bradshaw's  Fancy.— Body :  Copper- 
coloured  peacock's  herl,  hackled  with  a  neck  or 
breast  feather  of  a  Norwegian  crow  ;  tag,  bright 
crimson  wool  or  silk,  with  a  couple  of  turns  of  the 
same  at  the  head  of  the  fly  ;  tying  silk,  dark  purple. 
Hook  :  No.  0  or  1  Kendal  scale.  This  fly  was 
invented  by  my  friend  ilr.  Henry  Bradshaw,  one 
of  the  most  enthusiastic  and  successful  anglers  on 
the  Yorkshire  rivers.  Cmiously  enough,  it  is 
equally  as  good  for  trout  as  grayling  during  Sep- 
tember, and  in  New  Zealand,  tied  somewhat  larger, 
it  is  considered  a  standard  trout  fly. 

No.  3.  Silver  or  Winter  Dun.— Body  :  Flat  silver 
tinsel,  laid  evenly  on.  Legs :  Light  blue  silvery 
hackle.  Tail  ditto.  Wings  :  Pale  starHng.  Hook  : 
No.  0  Kendal  scale.  A  prime  favourite  on  any 
grayling  river,  and  may  be  fished  either  dry  or  wet. 
I  have  killed  grayhng  with  this  fly  many  a  time  on 
days  during  November  and  December  when  a  brief 
interval  of  sunshine  has  occurred  in  the  middle  of 
the  day  ;  it  was  one  of  the  favourite  patterns  of 
the  late  Francis  Francis. 

No.  4.  Golden  Crow. — Body :  Plain  gold  tinsel, 
hackled  with  feather  from  breast  of  Norwegian 
crow.  Hook :  No.  0  Kendal  scale.  Another 
capital  pattern  for  winter  use  ;  it  kills  very  well  ou 
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the  Costa,  a  noted  grayling  stream  in  the  East 
Kiding  of  Yorkshire. 

No.  5.  The  Witch.— Body :  Bright  green  pea- 
cock s  herl,  ribbed  with  gold  tinsel ;  tag,  scarlet  ibis, 
hackled  with  a  smoky  blue  hackle.  Hook  :  No.  0 
Kendal  scale.  This  is  the  invention  of  Mr.  Rolt,  a 
noted  South  Country  grayling  fisher,  and  a  pattern 
that  has,  during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  earned 
for  itself  a  great  reputation ;  another  variety  of  the 
same  pattern  is  styled  the  Silver  Witch  ;  this  fly 
may  be  also  fished  dry,  and  so  also  may  the  Red 
Tag. 

{To  be  continued.) 

BOWOOD. 


[The  following  extracts  from  an  article  by  Mr 
J.  F.  Meehan,  in  the  Bath  Beacon,  with  the  repro- 
*  AT  ^'^K^^  ^'^"^  °*  Bowood  (given  by  courtesy 

of  Mr  Meehan),  will  interest  many  others  besides 
our  West  of  England  readers,  especially  those  of  ua 
who  can  look  back  on  grand  days  with  the  pike  and 
perch  on  lovely  Bowood  Lake.— R.  B.  M.] 

In  recent  years  was  told  a  story  to  the  e£fect  that 
the  founder  of  the  house  of  Lansdowne  was  a  pedlar 
and  was  so  poor  that  he  once  lived  for  three  weeks 
on  walnuts.  Managing  to  earn  an  honest  penny 
he  took  out  a  patent  for  a  letter-copying  machine 
■wrote  on  art  and  science,  practised  chemistry  and 
physics,  summoned  the  first  meeting  of  the  Royal 


wooded  depths  of  the  great  forest  then  existing  in 
Wiltshire,  with  intervals  of  some  four  or  five  miles 
only,  would  have  permitted  a  stag  to  range  from  the 
extreme  north  of  the  county  to  the  New  Forest  in 
Hampshire,  taking  cover  by  the  way  through  the 
forest  in  the  neighbourhood  of  "  Boughwood  Parke." 

During  the  Protectorate  the  forest  was  dispaled 
and  laid  open,  the  deer  being  driven  to  Spye  Park 
by  the  aid  of  the  Wiltshire  clothiers,  who  con- 
structed a  skirted  road  of  broad  cloth  from  Lockshill 
Heath  to  their  destination,  thereby  accompUshing 
their  removal. 

In  1661  Bowood  was  granted  to  Sir  Orlando 
Bridgeman,  son  of  the  celebrated  Lord  Keeper,  and 
about  1726  his  family  sold  it  to  the  Petty  family, 
afterwards  Earls  of  Shelburne,  the  ancestors  of  the 
present  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  mansion  was  built 
by  John,  second  Earl  of  Shelburne,  from  the  designs 
of  Robert  and  James  Adam.  This  portion  now 
forms  the  south  front,  and  is  adorned  by  an  elegant 
octo-style  portico  of  the  Doric  order,  bearing  in  its 
pediment  the  arms  of  the  founder.  His  son  William, 
third  Earl  of  Shelburne,  a  gifted  patron  of  art  and 
literature,  added  the  west  wing,  three  hundred  feet 
in  length.  This  is  buUt  on  the  exact  model  of  a 
wing  of  the  Emperor  Diocletian's  palace  at  Spalatro 
m  Dalmatia.  It  constitutes  the  fa9ade  of  two 
quadrangular  courts  of  offices  for  the  domestics. 

The  north  front  contains  the  private  apartments 
of  the  family,  all  the  state  rooms  being  towards  the 


the  mansion.  The  surface  of  the  park  is  greatly 
diversified  by  nature,  and  nearly  encircled  by  woods, 
the  belt  differing  in  its  breadth  according  to  the 
situation  of  the  ground. 

In  the  midst  is  a  grand  lake,  covering  nearly  thirty 
acres,  partly  concealed  by  its  winding  form  and  by 
the  foliage  of  over-hanging  trees  upon  its  banks, 
and  spreading  its  smooth  surface  at  the  foot  of  the 
lawn  in  front  of  the  house. 

Within  the  boundary  of  the  park  are  contained 
Nine  Valleys,  each  of  which  is  characterised  by  its 
own  pecuUar  form,  feature,  and  scenery. 

Upon  a  rising  ground,  about  a  mile  west  of  the 
mansion,  and  deeply  embosomed  in  the  woods, 
stands  the  family  mausoleum,  first  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  John  Petty,  Earl  of  Shelburne,  who  died 
May  10,  1761,  aged  fifty-five. 

A  MONTH  WITH  SEA-TEOUT. 


Bowood. 

(From  an  old  print  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  .T.  F.  Meehan.) 


Society  at  his  lodgings,  was  appointed  army  phy- 
sician, invented  a  double-bottomed  ship  to  sail 
against  wind  and  tide,  founded  ironworks  and 
opened  lead  mines,  commenced  a  fishery  and 
timber  trade,  and  left  a  fortune  to  his  sons.  Verily, 
a  pretty  good  record — if  true. 

We  propose,  before  we  conclude  our  brief  narrative, 
to  give  a  more  detailed  and  accurate  account  of  the 
family  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  above  rough 
summary  of  their  alleged  origin. 

But  Bowood  House  itself  demands  our  first 
attention.  Bowood  is  in  the  northern  division  of 
the  county  of  Wiltshire,  and  is  about  two  miles 
south-west  from  Calne  (G.W.R.)  and  three  and  a 
half  miles  south-east  by  east  from  Chippenham 
(G.W.R. ).  Presuming  our  visitor  to  Bowood  is  a 
leisurely  pedestrian,  he  will  take  the  Calne  route, 
the  distance  from  that  place  to  the  park  entrance 
being  a  small  matter.  Visitors  from  Bath,  with 
which  place  Bowood  and  the  Lansdowne  family 
have  some  interesting  associations,  can  now  make 
the  journey  to  Calne  or  Chippenham  by  the  con- 
veniently arranged  rail  motor-car  train  provided 
by  the  G.W.R.  ^ 

Bowood  is  one  of  that  grand  class  of  mansions 
very  dear  to  the  lover  of  English  country  life.  The 
edifice  itself,  its  historical  associations,  its  com- 
manding situation  in  one  of  the  most  luxuriant 
parts  of  the  county,  all  make  their  unanswerable 
claims  to  attention. 

The  demesne  anciently  constituted  a  part  of  the 
royal  and  extensive  forest  of  Pewisham.  The 


1,1  dimng-room  and  saloon  are  spacious 
and  noble  apartments  ;  but  the  remainder,  with  the 
entrance  hall,  are,  comparatively  speaking,  con- 
sidering the  dignified  forms  and  features  of  this 
paladian  palace,  small,  and  finished  with  a  profusion 
of  minor  ornaments.  The  vestibule,  which  is 
approached  under  the  portico,  is  paved  with  tes- 
selated  marble,  and  is  fitted  up  in  an  elegant  style. 

In  this  brief  article  we  have  no  space  to  dwell  on 
the  valuable  art  and  other  treasures  contained  in 
the  magnificent  apartments  within  this  mansion. 
This  branch  of  the  subject  would  require  a  separate 
article  in  itself.  Sufficient,  perhaps,  to  say  that 
here  are  contained,  in  art  alone,  some  of  the  finest 
examples  extant  of  the  great  masters,  Raphael, 
Titian,  Salvator  Rosa,  Rembrandt,  Teniers,  Rey- 
nolds, Gainsborough,  Hobbema,  Hogarth,  and 
others.  Unfortunately,  admission  to  the  house  is 
not  given  to  the  public. 

The  park  and  pleasure  grounds  are  very  extensive 
and  comprise  a  great  variety  of  beautiful  scenery. 
That  celebrated  landscape  gardener,  "  Capability  " 
Brown,  originally  laid  out  the  grounds,  and  his 
trained  hand  can  still  be  traced  in  many  of  the 
remaining  effects  in  the  beautiful  surroundings  of 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  GRATLnio  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
making  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling"'' 
By  H.  a.  McClelland.  Fully  lUnstrated.  "The  best  book  aver 
written  on  tba  nxbitoti."—Fithing  Oatette, 


"How  brave  of  you  to  go  off  alone!"  and 
"  Aren't  you  afraid  of  the  people  you  will  meet  ?  " 
were  the  invariable  comments  of  my  fiiends  when 
I  told  them  that  I  was  going  to  a  fishing  hotel  in 
the  West  of  Ireland  for  a  month's  sea-trout  fishing. 

But  no  comments  could  trouble  me  at  all;  it 
was  far  too  delightful  a  thing  to  be  starting  off, 
quite  alone,  with  the  prospect  of  the  most  charming 
of  sports  to  amuse  me,  and  Ihe  most  perfect  freedom 
to  enjoy  it  in  my  own  fashion.  And  I  was  right 
not  to  be  afraid.  No  one  could  be  kinder  or  more 
courteous  than  were  all  the  Irish  people  whom  I 
met,  and  I  never  once,  during  my  five  weeks'  stay, 
even  thought  of  regretting  that  I  had  gone.  And 
what  fun  it  all  was.  Every  day  brought  fresh 
amusements,  quite  apart  from  that  of  the  fishing, 
and  I  think  that  nobody  could  find  the  time  bore- 
some  or  long  that  is  spent  among  those  laugh  ter- 
lovmg  people.  For  my  part,  I  found  every  day 
too  short,  even  the  blank  ones. 

On  my  first  morning  I  asked  if  I  might  use  the 
much  advertised  bath-room,  and  was  told  cheer- 
fully: "Ah,  ye  can.  surely,  miss;  but  there's  no 
water  and  that's  cold!  "  And  when  I  went,  after 
that  bewildering  statement,  to  see  for  myself  what 
had  happened,  I  found— a  bath  full  of  hot  water ' 
I  stayed  in  a  small  hotel,  which  I  was  at  once 
made  to  feel  was  to  be  a  home  to  me  for  as  long  as 
it  should  please  me  to  remain  there.  Everything 
that  could  minister  to  my  wants  or  add  to  my 
comfort  was  done  for  me,  and  done  with  the  in- 
evitable Irish  compliment  and  the  most  winning  of 
smiles. 

And  what  was  I  not  told  about  the  fishing? 
Surely  the  greatest  of  duffers  could  not  help  catch- 
ing trout  who  had  learnt  their  manners  from  people 
who  are  famous  all  the  world  over  for  their  own. 
But  a  blank  evening  was  my  first  experience,  and 
I  felt  depressed  in  spit«  of  the  assurance  of  my 
ghillie  that  "  only  a  very  odd  one  "  could  catch  a 
trout  on  such  a  day  ! 

The  next  day  I  caught  my  first  sea-trout,  fresh 
from  the  sea,  and  as  game  a  fish  as  ever  made  a 
mortal's  heart  beat  faster.  Only  one  though,  one 
the  next  day,  and  then  two  blank  days  in  succession. 
Then  I  learnt  that  there  had  been  no  rain,  that  there 
were  only  a  few  trout  in  the  two  lowest  pools  of  the 
river,  and  that  the  man  who  had  been  fishing  there 
thought  himself  lucky  if  he  got  two  or  three  a  day. 
I  strove  all  that  Saturday  with  the  wind,  I  accepted 
my  blank  day  in  a  chastened  spirit,  and  I  meekly 
bore  being  told  that  all  my  flies  were  useless— 
which  was  true.  Luckily  for  me  I  was  given  the 
pattern  of  some  local  and  much  smaller  ones  by 
one  of  the  kindest  fishermen  it  has  been  my  good 
fortune  to  meet,  and— later— they  did  me  good 
service. 

L  On  Monday  morning  I  woke  to  the  patter  of  the 
prayed-for  ram,  and  I  fished  happily  all  day  in 
soaked  clothes,  feeling  as  proud  of  my  three  trout 
in  the  evening  as  ever  a  monarch  did  of  his 
possessions,  and  knowing  that  a  better  time  was 
coming.  And  the  next  day  the  reward  of  patience 
did  come.  Nothing  till  twelve  o'clock— then  trout 
after  trout  for  half  an  hour  or  more  as  fast  as  I 
could  deal  with  them,  two  together  once,  and  we 
got  both,  twelve  to  keep  when  that  wonderful  rise 
was  over,  and  some  put  back.  The  afternoon  gave 
me  five  more,  but  with  longer  intervals  between 
their  capture— my  feverish  excitement  died  away, 
and  Tom  was  no  longer  half  crying  because  I  insist 
on  his  killing  the  fish  before  he  takes  the  hook 
out  of  their  mouths;  waste  of  precious  time,  he 
thought.   I  saw  a  splaahing  in  shallow  water  by  a 
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ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  EIVEE8IDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K.  J.  Finlay. 


Interbttption  to  Spoet. 
'Tis  hard  to  say  what  to  do,  unless  you  iplay  the  sheep<  \ 


Waiting  fob  the  Woem-bag. 


rock,  and,  running  there,  I  found  a  beautiful  trout 
on  his  back  dying.  I  lifted  him  out,  and  was  told 
he  must  have  struck  a  rock  while  he  was  trying  to 
get  up  the  fall.  We  spent  some  minutes  trying  to 
see  if  he  could  recover,  then  we  had  to  kill  him — a 
31b.  trout  that  I  could  cry  over  when  I  think  of 
the  fun  he  might  have  given  us.  My  seventeen 
weighed  9ilb. — they  are  all  small. 

On  that  river,  at  any  time,  seventeen  to  one  rod 
is  thought  a  good  day,  between  twenty  and  thirty 
exceptional,  and  the  average  day  is  seven  or  eight 
trout.    But  some  should  be  good  ones. 

That  was  all  the  good  the  rain  did ;  no  fish  got 
up  to  the  lake,  very,  very  few  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  river,  and  only  the  two  lowest  pools  are  worth 
fishing.  Five,  three,  eight,  one,  was  the  record  of 
the  rest  of  my  week.  But  the  red-letter  day  re- 
mained, and  the  memory  of  the  hot  excitement  of 
that  one  hour,  and  I  have  won,  and  I  value  it,  the 
firm  friendship  of  my  ghillie. 

There  are  three  of  us  to  fish  the  river,  and  we 
take  it  in  turns  to  have  the  good  stand.  The  other 
days  have  to  be  spent  in  vainly  fishing,  fishing, 
with  the  capture  of  an  occasional  small  "  brownie  " 
to  relieve  the  monotony.  But  even  this  has  its 
charm.  The  one  or  two  sea-trout  that  you  may 
get  are,  very  justly,  a  joy  and  a  pride  to  you  ;  you 
have  a  glorious  country  to  look  at,  always  the  dear 
sound  of  running  water  to  listen  to,  and  the  life  of 
a  river  to  watch.  You  hear  the  sweet  whistle  of 
the  curlew;  you  see  magnificent  herons  sailing 
slowly  away  as  you  disturb  them  ;  now  and  again 
you  put  up  a  hare,  who  canters  off  a  little  way  and 
then  sits  up  to  look  at  you  ;  a  few  wild  duck  pass 
over  you ;  and  you  see  a  solitary  snipe  sometimes, 
who  heeds  you  very  little.  One  day,  while  I 
was  lying  idly  in  the  heather  after  luncheon, 
a  teal  swam  down  on  to  my  pool  followed  by 
eight  little  balls  of  fluff  that  can  run  along  the 
top  of  the  water,  when  they  are  frightened,  at  a 
pace  that  would  not  disgrace  a  motor  in  this 
country.  It  was  a  prfetty  sight.  The  next  day  I 
found  the  dead  body  of  a  teal  in  the  water,  and  a 
few  days  later,  not  far  off,  eight  tiny  bodies.  .  .  . 
Poor  babies.  .  .  .  And  as  a  background  to  all  the 
beauty  and  life  around  you  there  are  the  blue, 
wonderful  Connemara  hills,  always  changing, 
wreathed  with  clouds  often,  sometimes  so  clear  that 
you  can  see  the  grey  rocks  on  them  ;  mysterious 
hills  that  look  dark  and  threatening  just  now,  and 
suggest  the  stories  of  wild  deeds  and  great  crimes 
that  are  told  of  the  people  who  live  among  them. 

But  last  night,  with  a  glory  of  light  from  the 
setting  sun  behind  them,  their  colouring  was  so 
tender,  so  exquisitely  beautiful,  that  tears  of  sheer 
delight  came  into  my  eyes,  the  dream  of  a  fairyland 
— that  is  hidden  in  every  heart — became  vivid  and 
living,  and  the  world  seemed  very  good.  .  .  . 
Stretches  of  brown  bog  with  sapphire  lakes,  bare 
hills  and  grey  rock  cropping  up  everywhere  among 
the  green  and  brown  and  royal  purple  of  grass  and 
heather,  lie  spread  out  before  you ;  and  over  all 
this,  on  some  most  lovely  days,  the  grey  mist 
sweeps,  and  the  wind  tears  great  rents  in  it  to  show 
you  a  few  glimpses  of  the  beauty  that  you  have 
learnt  to  love  so  well.  It  is  a  country  that  I  should 
find  it  hard  to  forget. 

Luck  is  as  kind  to  me  in  Ireland  as  are  the 
people  themselves,  and  another  of  my  days  on 
"No.  1 "  is  favoured  by  the  weather  and  the  mood 
of  the  trout.  All  day  they  come  to  a  fly,  often  rising 
very  short,  but  often,  too,  meaning  business.  So 
I  fish  hard  all  day  from  nine  to  six-thirty,  sleeping 
soundly  during  my  half-hour's  luncheon  interval, 
and  I  get  twenty-three,  and  lose  three  that  I 
remember  long.  The  day  is  a  tragic  one,  for  those 
three  are  bigger  fish — big  enough  to  make  my  reel 
scream  and  my  heart  beat  hard —and  I  lose  thom 
one  after  another,  one  in  the  weeds  but  two  by  my 
own  fault  because  I  have  been  too  hard  on  them. 
And  my  line — useless,  hateful  thing — comes  floating 
back  to  me.  The  third  was  too  much ;  I  sat  down 
on  the  bank  in  a  silent  passion  of  regret  and  rage, 
while  Tom  said  everything  he  could  think  of  to 
console  me  in  a  voice  that  would  have  comforted 
a  stone  for  being  hard. 

It  was  a  very  good  day,  though  I  still  felt 
injured  and  thankless  at  the  end  of  it.  The 
might  have  been  was  trying  indeed,  and  not  one 
of  my  twenty-three  trout  weighed  a  pound.  Four- 
teen were  the  result  of  battling  with  a  raging 
wind  on  another  day,  with  very  indifferent  skill  to 
help  me,  and  I  was  pleased  with  a  reward  which 
wa«  greater  than  I  deserved. 

On  one  bad  day  I  tried  for  a  trout  that  I  had 


seen,  with  very  little  hope  of  getting  him.  It  so 
happened  that  I  had  just  put  on  new  flies  and 
had  not  soaked  them.  So  they  floated  for  a  few 
moments,  and,  thinking  of  other  days  and  other 
trout,  I  let  them  float  and  watched  them  idly. 

An  old  ghillie  who  had  come  to  talk  to  me  was 
furious  at  this  infringement  of  his  fishing  laws. 
"Thafs  not  the  way  to  fish  for  them,"  he  cried, 
"work  your  flies  quickly  in  the  water,"  and  he 
snatched  at  my  rod.  Luckily  ifc  was  out  of  his 
reach,  and  at  that  moment  a  trout  took  the  fly, 
which  was  still  floating,  and  I  got  him.  When  he 
was  landed  I  turned  to  the  old  man  with,  I 
suppose,  unpalatable  triumph  in  my  face,  for  he 
said  disgustedly,  *'  Ah !  sometimes  they  will  take 
anything,"  and  walked  away  in  a  rage. 

But  the  incident  made  ma  ask  Tom  whether  any- 
one had  ever  tried  using  a  dry-fly  for  the  sea-trout 
there.  And  he  told  me  that  last  year  a  man  who 
was  fishing  there  for  a  day  or  two  had  used  them 
on  one  still  evening  and  had  caught  seven  or 
eight  trout  when  no  one  else  could  even  rise 
any.  So  I  wrote  that  night  and  ordered  two 
of  some  flies  that  I  was  getting  to  be  tied  as 
floating  flies  so  that  I  missht  try  them.  There 
followed  some  stormy,  windy  weather,  so  that  it 
was  impossible  to  use  the  two  flies  for  some 
time.  But,  late  one  evening,  the  wind  drooped, 
and  I  put  on  my  fly,  eager  to  see  what  effect  it 
would  bav&.   And  the  oge^  was  nathing  ^lort  of 


magical.  I  had  caught  only  eight  trout  all  day, 
the  best  under  a  pound, and  I  had  just  before  fished 
the  whole  pool  up  with  my  wet  flies  and  had  not 
had  a  single  rise.  But  now  at  every  cast  a  trout 
came.  During  the  hour  that  I  spent  at  it  I  must 
have  risen  fifty  fish,  and  I  caught  three  !  Some  did 
not  touch  my  fly  at  all,  but  the  majority  sucked  it 
down  under  the  water,  and  yet,  do  what  I  would, 
strike  quickly  or  slowly,  or  not  at  all,  I  could  not 
touch  the  fish.  Those  I  did  get  were  lightly  hooked; 
but  they  were  bigger,  one  was  a  IJlb.,  and  the  other 
two  were  just  over  1  lb.,  and,  as  far  as  we  could  see, 
the  trout  I  rose  seemed  to  be  the  bigger  ones.  Of 
course,  the  treatment  my  two  flies  were  being  sub- 
jected to  soon  spoilt  their  perfection,  and  my 
evening  was,  perforce,  a  short  one.  I  wrote  for 
more,  bitterly  regretting  not  having  ordered  a  good 
supply,  but  owing  to  Bank  Holiday  and  a  mistake 
I  did  not  get  them  till  the  div  before  I  had  to  leave 
Irelaud,  and  a  trout  carried  off  one  of  the  two  I  had, 
through  my  own  fault  ag^in,  for  I  struck  too  hard. 
So  only  one  was  left  to  work  with.  A.  G. 

{To  be  continued.) 


A  SEASONABLE  r&minder  of  the  approach  of 
winter  the  receipt  of  Messrs.  J.  Pain  and  Son's 
C-vtalogu©  oE  Fireworks.  In  this  world  pain  and 
pleasure  are  always  closely  allied,  but  in  this  case 
Pain  and  pleasure  are  synonymou-s  terms,  for  fefw 
of  us  lose  entirely  tmr  ewrly  kJVfer  ftrr  firawtwkB. 
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SEA  FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT. 

The  prizes  won  at  the  successful  festival,  pro- 
moted on  four  days  last  week  by  the  Lowestoft 
Sea  Angling  Society,  were  distributed  at  a  smoking 
concert  held  at  the  Hotel  Imperial,  Denmark-road, 
on  Monday  evening,  Oct.  30. 

There  was  a  very  large  attendance,  presided  over 
by  Councillor  W.  J.  Brooke,  J.P.  A  grand  concert 
followed,  and  the  evening  was  a  most  enjoyable  one. 
Further  details  will  appear  next  week. 

The  following  illustration  and  cutting  from  a 
Lowestoft  paper  was  kindly  sent  by  Mr.  A.  E. 
Daniels  : — "  Some  good  catches  with  rod  and  line 
have  been  made  from  boats  off  Lowestoft  recently 
— notably  a  take  of  1 14lb.  by  Mr.  A.  Haws  and 
Mr.  T.  Page  ;  but  all  records  have  been 
eclipsed  by  Messrs.  J.  Hughes  and  H.  E. 
Wood,  of  Lowestoft.  Fishing  from  a  boat  off 
Pakefield  on  Oct.  29,  these  two  well-known 
anglers  secured  with  rod  and  line  no  less  than 


2231b.  of  fish,  consisting  of  twenty-six  cod,  weigh- 
ing 1671b.,  and  eighty-six  whiting,  scaling  561b. 
The  weather  was  not  at  all  comfortable — in  fact,  it 
was  decidedly  rough  outside — but  this  did  not 
damp  the  ardour  of  the  fishers,  who  stuck  to  it 
manfully,  and  were  rewarded  with  the  excellent 
sport  indicated." 


ENFIELD  LOCK  TO  KING'S 
WEIR:  WHERE  AND  HOW  TO 
FISH. 


Within  twenty  miles  or  more  north  of  London, 
the  free  fishing  between  these  two  stations  on  the 
Lea  stands  unrivalled.  From  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion water,  which  ends  at  the  Swan  and  Pike  at 
Enfield  Lock,  the  fishing  from  the  towing-path 
side  of  the  river  is  free  as  far  as  the  King's  Weir 
fishery  at  Broxbourne,  four  or  five  miles  upstream, 
while  in  many  places  anglers  have  the  privilege  of 
free  fishing  from  the  marsh  side  of  the  river  as  well. 

Enfield  Lock  to  liammey  Marsh  Loch. — ^The 
first  swims  of  any  account  on  this  stretch  of  water 
are  the  deep  holes  in  the  broadwater  between  the 
end  of  Government  Row  and  the  new  pumping 
station.  Here,  fishing  well  out,  the  water  is  from 
12ft.  to  14ft.  in  depth,  and  at  times  good  baskets 
of  roach  and  bream  are  taken  from  these  swims, 
while  in  winter,  when  the  weeds  have  died  down, 
many  jack  are  caught  by  fishing  well  over  towards 
the  opposite  bank. 

Opposite  the  new  magazines  that  stand  a  few 
yards  above  the  pumping  station  there  is  a  good 
bream  swim, "nearly  I5ft.  in  depth,  and  it  is  in  this 
swim  that  local  anglers  catch  some  of  their  best 
fish. 

Bammey  Marsh  to  Waltham  Town. — The  big 
pool  just  above  Rammcy  Marsh  Lock  contains 


several  good  swims  with  an  average  depth  of  6ft., 
while  the  swim  opposite  the  old  lock  house  (the 
empty  ivy-covered  cottage  a  short  distance  from 
the  new  lock)  is  a  very  good  one  for  perch,  for 
when  the  lock  was  shifted  to  its  present  position 
the  lower  portions  of  the  old  lock  which  stood  here 
were  not  removed,  therefore  this  old  lock  now 
forms  a  harbour  for  that  shelter-loving  fish,  the 
perch. 

Five  minutes'  walk  from  this  swim  will  take  one 
to  the  well-known  canal  works  swims  and  the 
swims  opposite  the  weir  at  the  lower  island.  These 
swims,  which  extend  for  over  a  hundred  yards,  are 
very  numerous ;  in  fact,  if  all  were  occupied  at  one 
time  the  anglers  would  be  practically  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  and  yet  they  are  by  far  the  best  of  the 
many  excellent  swims  on  this  stretch  of  water. 
Their  depth  is  about  7ft.,  and  if  one  fishes  fine, 
keeps  quiet,  and  out  of  sight,  a  good  bag  of  roach 
should  be  the  result. 

From  the  towing-path  by  the  horsebridge  below 


Waltham  Town  Lock  one  can,  by  a  long  cast,  put 
a  jack  bait  right  up  into  the  entrance  of  one  of  the 
Government  canals,  and  if  a  pike  worth  taking  is 
to  be  found  along  this  piece  of  water  it  will  lie  here. 

The  numerous  streams  and  canals  inside  the 
Royal  Explosives  Factory  can  only  be  fished  with 
a  permit  to  be  obtained  from  the  superintendent, 
but  owing  to  the  largely  increased  number  of 
buildings  erected  of  late  years  on  their  banks, 
these  permits  are  now  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain. 

The  fishery  belonging  to  the  King's  Arms  at 
Waltham  is  fairly  good,  and  tickets  can  be  had  at 
the  hotel. 

Waltham  Town  to  Waltham  Common  Lock. — 
The  river  between  these  two  locks  contains  some 
fine  bream,  roach,  and  tench.  It  can  be  fished 
free  from  both  banks,  and  along  its  entire  length 
(one  mile)  there  are  plenty  of  swims,  the  most 
popular  being  off  "  the  point,"  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  above  Waltham  Town  Bridge,  where  the 
towing-path  bank  is  faced  with  large  white  stones, 
and  the  swims  along  "the  narrow  way" — that  is, 
the  narrow  path  running  between  the  canal  and 
the  overflow  ditch  from  the  Government  cut  on 
the  marsh  side  just  below  Waltham  Common 
Lock. 

0£E  the  end  of  the  woodwork  by  the  inflow  pipe 
below  the  lock  is  a  good  pitch  in  the  summer 
months,  also  the  marsh  bank  between  the  lock  and 
the  Government  cut. 

In  winter  this  Government  cut  should  be  tried 
for  jack,  especially  the  jdooI  by  the  footbridge 
nearly  up  to  the  fence  of  the  Royal  Explosives 
Factory,  while  perch  congregate  near  the  gates 
where  it  joins  the  main  river. 

Anglers  trying  for  an  occasional  trout  will  be 
interested  to  know  that  one  of  these  mysterious 
fish,  so  often  talked  about  but  so  seldom  caught, 
supposed  to  weigh  about  41b.,  is  locally  said  to  (and 


I  believe  does)  affect  the  water  below  the  inflow 
pipe  mentioned  above. 

Waltham  Common  to  Cheshunt  Mill  Loch.^ 
The  tall  brick  edifice  standing  in  the  midst  of  a  large 
well-kept  garden  is  the  house  attached  to  Waltham 
Common  Lock,  and  where  the  angler  who  so  wishes 
can  obtain  his  meals  cleanly  served  in  the  neat 
kitchen  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  lock-keeper. 

By  passing  round  the  back  of  his  garden  one  can 
go  along  the  marsh  side  of  the  river  towards  the 
tall  diving-board  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  upstream, 
passing  on  his  way  there  many  good  swims,  two  of 
the  best  being  just  above  the  third  and  exactly 
opposite  the  fourth  telegraph  pole  from  the  lock  ; 
the  pole  opposite  the  lower  end  of  the  lock  must  be 
counted  as  the  first  pole  in  finding  these  two  swims. 

When  the  lock  is  empty  there  is  a  swim  well 
worth  fishing  at  its  upper  end,  depth  about  8ft., 
but  as  this  swim  can  only  be  fished  from  the  lock- 
house  garden,  permission  must,  of  course,  be  first 
obtained  from  Mr.  Ward.  Swimming  with  a  cube 
of  bread-crust  is  the  best  and  most  killing  method 
for  this  particular  swim. 

Continuing  upstream  on  the  towing-path  bank 
there  are  several  good  swims  along  by  the  hedge  in 
front  of  that  ancient  inn,  the  Bargeman,  a  distance 
of  about  two  hundred  yards,  and  the  usual  pitches 
here  can  be  easily  seen  from  the  many  flagless 
patches  caused  by  the  seat-boxes  used  by  Lea 
anglers. 

When  visiting  any  part]  of  the  I^-ea,  or  for  that 
matter  other  waters  with  which  one  is  not 
acquainted,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  give  well-worn 
pitches  a  trial ;  in  fact,  look  out  for  them  before 
trying  others,  for  they  invariably  yield  well  if  the 
fish  are  on  the  feed. 

The  backwater  to  one's  right  above  the  Bargeman 
is  Cheshunt  Dock,  but  as  it  contains  hardly  any 
fish  one  need  not  trouble  about  it. 

Upstream  there  are  few  pitches  worth  fishing 
until  the  Black  Bridge  in  Cadmore's  Lane  is 
reached.  Near  this  bridge  lie  some  good  perch, 
and  just  below  it  on  the  marsh  side  are  a  few 
fciirly  deep  hole?  that  should  be  tried  if  the 
"  Haystacks "  swims  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bridge  are  occupied.  These  "Haystacks"  swims 
are  among  the  test  on  this  water,  and  if  one 
arrives  late  in  the  day  they  are  usually  occupied. 
As  their  name  implies,  the  "Haystacks"  swims 
are  near  some  haystacks — in  fact,  they  partly  owe 
their  reputation  to  ihe  presence  of  these  stacks, 
and  being  built  close  up  to  the  water's  edge  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river,  they  shelter  these  swims 
from  winds  from  that  cold  quarter,  and  with  the 
buttress  of  the  Black  Bridge  to  perform  a  like  duty 
with  south-westerly  breezes,  fairly  calm  water  (a 
great  aid  towards  successful  roaching)  can  often  be 
found  here  even  when  the  water  is  rough  elsewhere. 
Before  going  any  further  just  one  Avord  of  warning. 
Although  the  swims  here  are  nice  enough,  do  not 
be  tempted  to  rest  on  the  loose  hay.  For  years 
loafers  and  tramps  have  used  this  sheltered  nook, 
and  those  anglers  who  recline  on  the  hay  have  only 
themselves  to  thank  if  they  catch  more  than  they 
bargained  for. 

Some  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant,  between 
the  "Haystacks"  swims  and  Cheshunt  Mill  Lock, 
there  are  several  good  swims  on  the  marsh  bank, 
and  which  are  easily  located  by  the  downtrodden 
appearance  of  the  bank  near  them. 

Cheshunt  Mill  to  Aqueduct  (called  Acre  Dock) 
Loch. — There  are  several  swims  on  the  marsh  side 
of  the  river  above  Cheshunt  Mill  Lock  up  as  far  as 
the  overflow  from  the  main  river.  These  are  also 
good. 

The  next  swims  worth  mentioning  are  from  the 
towing-path  where  it  runs  through  the  plantation 
immediately  below  Aqueduct  Lock.  The  swims 
here  are  all  that  one  could  wish  for,  and  when  the 
water,  etc.,  is  right,  they  will,  without  doubt, 
repay  the  angler  for  his  somewhat  long  walk  from 
Cheshunt  Station,  which  takes  the  best  part  of 
half  an  hour. 

Aqueduct  Lock  to  King's  Weir. — From  Aqueduct 
Lock  to  the  footbridge  where  the  King's  Weir 
fishery  begins  is  a  distance  of  some  six  hundred 
yards,  and  I  would  strongly  advise  anglers  visiting 
this  district  to  walk  thus  far,  for  as  soon  as  the 
dredging  which  is  at  present  in  progress  in  this  tail 
end  of  the  free  water  is  finished,  the  fish  from  the 
preserved  water  are  sure  to  work  into  this  stretch 
again,  and  then  good  sport  should  be  the  order  of 
the  day. 

Those  anglers  who  do  not  wish  to  carry  their 
own  refreshments  on  the  journey  to  these  two 
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Messes.  Hughes  and  Wood's  Record  Catch  of  Fish  (2231b  ), 
TAKEN  on  Rod  and  Line. 
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latter  excellent  "shops"  can  gat  their  tea,  etc., 
from  either  Mr.  Briscoe,  at  Aqueduct  Lock  House, 
or  from  the  weir-keeper's  cottage  at  King's  Weir. 

The  terms  for  fishing  the  King's  Weir  waters  are 
2s.  6d.  per  day,  or  for  roach  only  Is.  6d.  per  day. 
Tickets  to  be  had  at  the  weir-keeper's  cottage. 

Baits. — With  respect  to  the  best  baits  and 
method  of  tishing  the  Lea,  this  naturally  depends 
greatly  on  the  time  of  year,  the  condition  of  the 
water,  the  temperature,  etc.,  but  taking  the  season 
round  white  paste  and  stewed  wheat  can  be  said 
to  equally  share  honours  as  the  best  roach,  bream, 
and  tench  baits  for  this  water,  while  small  cubes 
of  brea  l-crust  and  a  nicely  prepared  waxy  potato 
should  be  tri?d  if  other  lures  fail. 

The  tackle  ussd  should  be  as  light  as  possible, 
and  although  personally  I  prefer  the  Lea  roach-pole 
for  filing  all  the  swims  mentioned,  in  many  cases 
the  Nottingham  or  Sheffield  style  should  be  equally 
killing.  For  instance,  in  the  broadwater  at  Enfield 
Lock,  the  pool  above  Rammey  Marsh  Lo;k,  and 
the  canal  works  and  lower  island  weir  swims,  an 
angler  fishing  in  either  of  the  two  latter  styles 
would  have  t!ie  great  advantage  of  being  able  to 
fish  the  deep  water  under  the  oi>p03jte  bank. 

The  depth  of  water  to  be  found  is  slightly  over 
5ft.,  and  on  account  of  the  weeds  in  most  cases  one 
is  compelled  to  light  float  leger,  although  where 
practicable  I  find  swimming  the  bait  an  inch  or 
two  off  the  bottom,  on  the  finest  gut,  and  using  a 
No.  11  or  12  hook,  the  most  killing  method. 

The  best  stations  to  alight  at  for  these  respective 
stretches  of  water  are: — For  Enfield  Lock  to 
Rammey  Marsh  Lock,  Enfield  Lock  ;  for  Rammey 
Mar^h  Lock  to  Waltham  To-ma,  Waltham  Cross; 
for  Waltham  Town  to  Waltham  Common  Lock, 
Waltham  Cross  or  Oheshunt ;  and  for  the  water 
between  Waltham  Common  Lock  and  King's  Weir, 
Cicshunt,  all  on  the  G.E.R.  Return  fares,  third 
flass,  from  Liverpool-street  Station — -Enfield  Lock, 
1^.  6d.  ;  Waltham  Cross,  Is.  Id.  ;  Cheshunt,  Is.  lOd. 
With  privilege  ticket,  return,  Cheshvmt,  Is.  M. 


THE  USE  OP  THE  CRA.YFISH 
AS  A  BAIT. 


Mr.  G.  E.  Simms'  article  on  the  above  subject, 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  14,  shows  that  the 
use  of  the  crayfish-tail  on  the  Cherwell  differs 
vastly — in  a  serious  detail — from  the  use  of  it  in 
this  country  ;  in  view  of  this  fact,  and  taking  into 
consideration  that  this  bait  is  in  very  general  use 
throughout  the  whole  of  Russia,  the  following  notes 
on  it  may  be  of  interest  (and,  perhaps,  of  utility) 
to  English  angler.s. 

With  us,  the  whole  of  the  crayfi.sh  is  used  as  a 
bait  ;   the  part  most  generally  used  is  the  tail  ; 
the  claws  are  used  less  frequently  ;  but  on  some 
waters  it  is  the  spongy,  flabby  olive-green  part  of 
the  crustacean's  organism,  located  just  under  the 
shield,   and  known   among   Russian   anglers  as 
'"Moshok"  (diminutive  of  "  Mokh  " — moss),  that 
firovers  the  most  killing  bait.    I  have  known  it  to 
b-  used  with  excellent  results  for  large  perch  and 
idc  (Lm'',isciis  idus),  but  never  have  had  any  success 
with  it  personally,  on  those  rivers  and  lakes  where 
I  have  had  occasion  to  give  it  a  trial.    So  I  give  this 
information  strictly  "  for  what  it  is  worth."  But 
what  I  know  from  personal  experience  as  well  as 
frf)m  hearsay,  and  what  I  may  state  to  be  the 
neral  rule  for  this  country  is  this  :  "  A  well-boiled 
tyfish  "  has  hardly  any  value  at  all  as  a  bait  ; 
I  have  tried  it  over  and  over  again,  and  invariably 
found  it  to  be  a  very  indifferent  bait  indeed.  With 
lis,  preference  is  always  given  to  the  crustacean  in 
it-i  soft  state,  whether  just  before  its  shedding  its 
old  shell  or  soon  after  it  has  shed  it  ;  this  is  con- 
sidered the  bait  of  baits  on  nearly  all  waters  with 
hich  I  happen  to  be  acquainted  (provided  they 
ntain  crayfish,  however  few  their  numbers  may 
<.  ■).    Next  to  the  "  soft  "  crayfish  ranges  the  raw 
hait  ;  and  it  is,  in  fact,  that  which  is  used  most 
nerally,  on  account  of  its  being  obtained  more 
lly.    It  has  .several  drawbacks,  however  ;  the 
)Ht  conspicuous  of  them  being  the  following  two  : 
)  Peeling  a  raw  crayfish-tail  is  an  operation,  that 
unpleasant  in  itself,  and,  besides,  one  that  has  a 
t<  ndency  to  cause  soreness  of  the  finger-tips.  (2)  The 
r  i  ',v  tail  is  exceedingly  tender,  and,  where  there  is  a 
ince  of  its  being  got  at  by  small  fry,  the  latter 
sure  to  keep  the  angler's  temper  very  near 
boiling  point  all  the  time,  and  to  destroy  the 
precious  bait  Yn-Aore  the  large  fish  for  which  it  is 
intendexl  have  had  a  remote  chance  of  taking  a 
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bite  at  it.  I  have  tried,  in  order  to  make  the 
crayfish-tail  a  little  tougher,  to  just  scald  it  in 
seething  water  ;  this  process  causes  it  to  peel  much 
more  easily  and  to  keep  much  better  on  the  hook. 
But  I  am  under  the  impression  that  even  in  this 
case  the  bait  loses  much  of  its  attractiveness.  I 
say  "  I  am  under  the  impression  "  advisedly,  as 
I  have  not  had  sufficient  opportunities  to  test  it 
thoroughly  ;  anyway,  I  can  affirm  that  I  have 
found  it  to  be  far  ahead  of  the  crayfish-tail  properly 
boiled.  , 

The  exact  amount  of  "  scalding  "  necessary  in 
order  to  obtain  the  best  results  must  bs  ascertained 
experimentally  ;  all  that  is  needed  is  to  have  the 
albumen  on  the  surface  of  the  flesh  (between  it  and 
the  shell)  curdled,  or  solidified,  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  cause  the  shell  to  separate  easily  from  the 
flesh,  without  tearing  or  breaking  it. 

I  may  add  that  I  have,  on  several  occasions, 
obtained  exceptionally  good  results  by  using  wJwle 
crayfish  of  a  diminutive  size  (lin.  to  l^^in.)  in  the 
soft  stage  ;  unfortunately  for  the  angler,  these 
little  beggars  are  very  difficult  to  get.  But  if  one 
has  the  luck  to  get  a  fair  supply  of  them,  he  may 
reckon  upon  doing  great  execution  among  all  kinds 
of  fish  ;  and  I  have  found  large  fish  to  give  the 
preference  to  these  small  crayfish  whenever  they 
had  them  offered  to  them.  I  may  as  well  mention 
that,  with  us,  the  crayfish-bait  yields  the  best 
results  not  only  as  to  numbers  but  as  to  weight 
as  well. 

Another  use  of  the  crayfish  for  angling  purposes 
which  may  be  worth  mentioning  is  as  a  flavouring 
ingredient  for  ground-baits.  For  this  purpose,  I 
have  had  the  shells  of  crayfish  collected  after  meals 
in  which  they  played  a  part,  broken  up  into  small 
pieces  and  kept  simmering  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time  in  butter  (sweet  oil  may  do  as  well,  I 
suppose)  ;  when  the  shells  discontinue  to  yield  the 
orange-red  matter  which  is  to  be  extracted  from 
them,  they  are  pounded  in  a  mortar,  mixed  with  the 
butter  in  which  they  have  been  simmering,  potted, 
and  kept  in  the  ice-cellar.  I  have  used  this  "  cray- 
fish butter  "  for  flavouring  all  sorts  of  "  doughy  " 
ground- baits,  and  from  my  persopal  experience, 
corroborated  by  that  of  friends  to  whom  I  have 
introduced  this  dodge,  can  only  recommend  it  as 
a  very  efficient  one. 

Baeon  Paul  Tcherkassov. 


PRESENTATION  TO 

MR.  J.  WRENCH  TOWSE. 

Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse,  who,  in  addition  to  his 
services  as  Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Fish- 
mongers, has  for  long  acted  as  honorary  secretary  to 
the  National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association, 
was  yesterday  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  testi- 
monial. Thousands  of  fishermen  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  had  subscribed  to  the  fund.  The 
present  consists  of  a  large  silver  salver,  four  silver 
bon-bon  dishes,  a  clock,  and  three  magnificent  Mon- 
teith  punch  bowls  in  solid  silver,  all  inscribed  with 
Mr.  Towse's  private  crest  and  motto,  "  Vincit  qui  se 
Vincit."  On  the  largest  of  the  three  bowls,  which 
is  a  fine  specimen  of  Messrs.  Elkington's  workman- 
ship, an  inscription  sets  forth  that  it  has  been 
"  Presented  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Hene.age  on 
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bolialf  of  num?rous  subs'jribcrH  roprcsonting  all 
classes  of  the  fishing  industry  of  the  United  King- 
dom, to  John  Wrench  Towse,  Esq.,  as  a  token  of 
esteem  and  in  gratefifl  remembrance  of  his  gratuitous 
and  very  valuable  services,  extending  over  seventeen 
years,  in  the  capacity  of  honorary  secretary  of  tho 
National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association." 

Tho  pleasant  little  ceremony  was  held  in  Fish- 
mongers' Hall,  with  Mr.  Warden  Chinnery  in  the 
chair,  among  tho  large  compiny  being :  Lord 
Honeage,  Mr.  Deputy  J.  Last  Sayer,  the  Rfcnter 
Warden,  Mr.  Alderman  Harrison  Mudd,  Mr.  F.  J, 
Underwood,  Mr.  Warden  Hugh  C.  Smith,  Mr. 
Stanley  Tow.so,  Mr.  George  Ev.ins,  Sir  J.  W.  Bonser, 
Sir  A.  Prevost,  Mr.  E.  Rawlings,  Mr.  J.  A.  Travers, 
Mr.  J.  S.  Lister,  Sir  Charles  Petrie,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Haskett  Smith,  and  many  more.  After  Mr.  Deputy 
Sayer  had  announced  the  report  of  the  presentation 
committee,  which  had  added  four  bracelets  for  Mr. 
Tow.se's  daughters  to  the  testimonial  given  to  him- 
self. Lord  Heneage  made  the  presentation.  He  out- 
lined a  few  of  the  many  ways  in  which  their  secre- 
tary had  benefited  the  public  by  his  work.  i\mong 
them  might  be  mentioned  the  hard  and  unexpected 
and  constant  calls  made  upon  him  when  the 
Fisheries  Department  was  joined  to  tho  Board  of 
Agriculture,  and  the  valuable  assistance  given  Lord 
Lansdowne  at  the  time  of  the  crisis  arising  from  the 
famous  Dogger  Bank  incident.  There  was  also  tho 
work  Mr.  Towse  had  done  for  the  Salmon  and  Trout 
Association,  for  the  enormously  valuable  oyster  in- 
dustry, for  the  prevention  of  poaching  in  rivers  and 
of  taking  immature  fish  in  all  waters,  and  for  the 
wholesomeness  of  the  fish  supply  of  London,  a 
matter  of  public  importance  which  could  scarcely 
be  exaggerated.  He  concluded  by  wishing  Mr. 
Towse  every  happiness  and  long  life. 

Amid  prolonged  applause,  Mr.  Towse  rose  to  reply, 
and  sketched  the  history  of  the  association  from  its 
beginning  at  Lowestoft  in  1881.  Among  the  results 
of  its  woi'k  he  mentioned  that  the  temptations  of 
constant  drinking  had  now  been  happUy  removed 
from  the  fishermen  ;  telegraphic  and  telephonic 
communication  between  lightships,  lighthouses,  and 
the  shore  had  been  improved,  and  a  cable  would  be 
laid  next  year  from  Iceland  by  the  joint  care  of  the 
British  and  Danish  Governments.  Most  important, 
too,  were  the  prevention  of  the  captirre  or  sale  of 
undersized  fish,  and  the  international  investigations 
now  proceeding  on  this  subject  in  the  North  Sea. 
"  The  fishing  industry,"  he  concluded,  "  knows  no 
politics,  and  I  believe  the  public  now  appreciate  its 
great  and  increasing  value."  Mr.  Towse  then  suit- 
ably thanked  the  donors  for  the  handsome  testi- 
monial presented  to  him. — Daily  Telegrajyh,  Nov.  1. 

FISHING  AND  FOX  HUNTING. 

(From  the  Nodes  AmhrosianrB  of  Christopher  North.) 

North.  Much  evil  is  done  the  cause  of  humanity 
by  indiscriminate  and  illogical  abuse  of  pursuits  or 
recreations  totally  dissimilar.  I  doubt  if  any  person 
can  be  really  humane  in  heart,  unless  really  sound  in 
head.    You  hear  people  talk  of  angling  as  cruel. 

Shepherd.  Fules — fules — waur  than  fules.  It's 
a  maist  innocent,  poetical,  moral,  and  religious 
amusement.  Gin  I  saw  a  fisher  gruppin'  creelfu' 
after  creelfu'  o'  trouts,  and  then  flingin'  them  a'  awa 
amang  the  heather  and  the  brackens  on  his  way 
hame,  I  micht  begin  to  suspec  that  the  idiot  was  by 
nature  rather  a  savage.  But,  as  for  me,  I  send  pre- 
sents to  my  freen's,  and  devoiu-  dizzens  on  dizzens 
every  week  in  the  family — maistly  dune  in  the  pan, 
wi'  plenty  o'  fresh-butter  and  roun'  meal — sae  that 
prevents  the  possibility  o'  cruelty  in  my  fishin',  and 
in  the  fishin'  o'  a'  reasonable  creatures. 

North.    It  seems  fox  hunting,  too,  is  cruel. 

Shepherd.  To  wham  ?  Is't  cruel  to  dowgs.  to 
feed  fifty  or  sixty  o'  them  on  crackers  and  ither 
sorts  o'  food,  in  a  kennel  like  a  Christian  hoose,  wi'  a 
clear  burn  flowin  through' t.  and  to  gie  them  twice  a 
week,  or  aftner,  during  the  season,  a  brattlin  rin  o' 
thretty  miles  after  a  fox  ?  Is  that  cruelty  to 
dowgs  ? 

North.    But  the  fox,  James  ? 

Shepherd.  We'll  corns  to  the  fox  by-and-by.  Is't 
cruel  to  horses,  to  buy  a  hundred  o"  them  for  ae  Hunt, 
rarely  for  less  than  a  hundred  pounds  each,  and  aften 
for  five  hundred,  to  feed  them  on  five  or  six  feeds  o' 
corn  per  diem — -and  to  gie  them  skins  as  sleek  as 
satin — and  to  gar  them  nicher  v\i'  fu'ness  o'  bluid, 
sae  that  every  vein  in  their  bodies  starts  like  sinuies 
— and  to  gallop  them  like  deevils  In  a  hurricane,  up 
hill  and  doun  brae,  and  loup  or  soom  canals  and 
rivers,  and  flee  ower  hedges,  and  dikes,  and  paUngs, 
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like  birds,  and  drive  crushin'  through  woods  lik© 
elephants  or  rhinoceroses — a'  the  while  every  coorser 
flingin  fire-flauchts  frae  his  een,  and  whitening  the 
Bweat  o'  speed  wi'  the  foam  o'  fury — I  say,  ca'  you 
that  cruelty  to  horses,  when  the  Hunt  charge  with 
all  their  chivalry,  and  plain,  mountain,  or  forest, 
are  shook  by  the  quadrupedal  thunder  ? 

North.    But  the  fox,  James  ? 

Shepherd.  We'll  come  to  the  fox  by-and-by.  Is't 
cruel  to  men  to  inspirit  wi'  a  rampagin  happiness 
fivescore  o'  the  flower  o'  England  or  Scotland's 
youth,  a'  wi'  caps  and  red  coats,  and  whups  in  their 
iiauns — a  troop  o'  lauchin,  tearin,  tallyhoin,  "  wild 
and  wayward  humourists,"  as  the  Doctor  ca'd  them, 
the  tither  Sunday  ? 

North.    I  like  the  expression,  James. 

Shepherd.    So  do  I — or  I  would  not  have  quoted 
it.    But  it's  just  as  applicable  to  a  set  o'  outrageous 
ministers,  eatin  and  drinkin,  and  guffawin,  at  a 
Presbytery  denner. 
[  North.    But  the  fox,  James  ? 

Shepherd.  We'll  come  to  the  fox  by-and-by.  Is't 
cruel  to  the  lambs,  and  leverets,  and  geese,  and 
turkeys,  and  dyucks,  and  patricks.  and  wee  birds, 
and  ither  animal  eatables,  to  kill  the  fox  that 
devoors  them,  and  keeps  them  in  perpetual  het 
water  ? 

North.    But  the  fox,  James  ? 

Shepherd.  Deevil  tak  baith  you  and  the  fox — I 
said  that  we  should  come  to  the  fox  by-and-by.  Weel, 
then,  wha  kens  that  the  fox  isna  away  snorin  happy 
afore  the  houn's  ?  I'  hae  nae  doubt  he  is,  for  a  fox 
is  no  sae  complete  a  coward  as  to  think  huntin  cruel, 
and  his  haill  nature  is  then  on  the  alert,  which  in 
itself  is  happiness.  Huntin  him  prevents  him  fa'in 
into  languor  and  ennui,  and  growin  ower  fat  on  how- 
towdies.    He's  no  killed  every  time  he's  hunted. 

North.  Why,  James,  you  might  write  for  the 
Annals  of  Sporting. 

Shepherd.  So  I  do  sometimes — and  mair  o'  ye 
than  me,  I  jalouse  ;  but  I  was  gaun  to  ask  ye,  if  ye 
could  imagine  the  delicht  o'  a  fox  gettin  into  an 
undiggable  earth,  just  when  the  leadin  houn'  was  at 
his  hainches  ?  Ae  sic  moment  is  aneuch  to  pay 
half-an-hour's  draggle  through  the  dirt,  and  he  can 
lick  himsel  clean  at  his  leisure,  far  ben  in  the 
cranny  o'  the  rock,  and  come  out  a'  tosh  and  tidy 
by  the  first  dawn  o'  licht,  to  snuff  the  mornin  air, 
and  visit  the  distant  farm-house  before  Partlet  has 
left  her  perch,  or  Count  Crow  Ufted  his  head  from 
beneath  his  oxter  on  his  shed-seragho. 

North.  Was  ye  ever  in  at  a  death  ? — Is  not  that 
cruel  ? 

Shepherd.  Do  you  mean  in  at  the  death  o'  ae 
fox,  or  the  death  o'  a  hundred  thousand  men  and 
sixty  thousand  horses  ?  The  takin  o'  a  Brush,  or  a 
Borctdino  ? 

North.  My  dear  James,  thank  ye  for  your  argu- 
ment. As  one  Chalmers  is  worth  a  thousand 
Martins,  so  is  one  Hogg  worth  a  thousand  Chal- 
merses. 

Shepherd.  Ane  may  weel  lose  patience,  to  think 
o'  fules  being  sorry  for  the  death  o'  a  fox.  When  the 
jowlers  tear  him  to  pieces,  he  shows  fecht,  and  gangs 
aff  in  a  snarl.  Hoo  could  he  dee  mair  easier  ? — and 
for  a'  the  gude  he  has  ever  done,  or  was  likely  to  do, 
he  surely  had  leeved  lang  aneuch. 

Tickler.  No  man  who  can  ride,  and  afford  to  keep 
a  hunter  or  two,  ever  abused  fox-hunting.  The 
English  clergy  are  partial  to  it,  and  sometimes 
partake  of  the  pastime.  Our  Scottish  ministers  are 
too  poor,  and  consequently  content  themselves  with 
shooting  or  angling — especially  the  latter. 

Shepherd.  And  the  unfairest  o'  a'  fishers  that 
ever  flogged  water  !  Rather  than  that  you  should 
fish  a  fine  pool,  when  they  are  afraid  you'll  gang  by 
them,  gin  they  taigle  at  it  themsels,  ministers  '11  no 
scruple  to  fling  in  turf  torn  frae  the  bank,  to  mak 
the  water  ower  drumlie  for  the  flee  !  Isna  that 
mean  and  greedy  ?  But  ministers  aye  fish  for  the 
pat,  and  the  gutsy  weans. 

Tickler.  I  know  one  minister,  James,  over  in  the 
kingdom  of  Fife,  who  would  give  the  devil  himself 
fair  play  at  a  match  of  angling  ;  and  that,  consider- 
ing his  cloth  and  calling,  glorifies  his  character  as  a 
sportsman. 

Shepherd.  I  ken  wha  you  mean.  Gin  a'  ministers 
were  like  him,  Satan  wad  never  daur  to  show  his  face 
in  Scotland,  frae  ae  end  o'  the  week  to  the  ither. 
For  he  canna  stand  integrity  and  the  bauld  face  o't, 
but  rins  aff  wi'  his  tail  atween  his  legs,  and  never 
keeks  ower  his  shouther  till  he  has  got  back  to 
the  mouth  o'  his  kennel,  and  gets  the  imps  to  rub 
him  wi'  sulphur  ;  for  the  Deevil  or  Dog  o'  Hawdes 
has  aye  the  distemper. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thamea.  —  General  Remarks. — The  rain  has 
freshened  up  the  river,  and  has  put  s  ^me  colour 
into  it.  This  was  very  betdly  needed.  The  stream 
is  not  lieavy  enough  to  drive  the  fish  in  to  the 
banks,  and  they  can  stand  a  heavy  water  for  fully 
a  week  before  seeking  the  lay-byes.  Still,  the  river 
must  be  improved,  and  there  should  be  better 
sport.  At  the  end  of  last  week,  Mr.  Karslake,  at 
Richmond,  had  l4lb.  of  good  roach,  and  these  fi»h 
of  over  1  lb.  each  have  beo'i  caught  at  Great, 
Marlow.  At  Himpton,  Master  Reid,  a  youth  of 
nine  summers  only,  hi  'oked  and  landed,  with  paternal 
assistance,  a  fine  91b.  loz.  pike,  which  is  being 
preserved.  It  appears  from  the  report  of  Inspector 
Rough  to  the  luwer  river  committee  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  dated  Sept.  G,  that  on  that  date  the 
Thames  Electric  and  Motor  Boats,  Limited,  were 
about  to  drive  piles  in  the  river  off  their  premises 
on  Eel  Pie  Island,  Twickenham,  about  ten  feet  in 
advance  of  the  line  of  the  river  bank,  and  proposed 
to  fill  in  behind  the  piles,  and  that  he  stopped  the 
work.  A  letter  had  since  been  received  from  the 
ompany  asking  permission  to  embank  the  frontage 
of  their  property,  as  per  plan,  and  a  report  from 
the  engineer  that  he  saw  no  objection.  The  com- 
mittee on  Monday  recommended,  and  it  was  resolved, 
that  permission  be  given  to  the  company  to  con- 
struct two  embankments,  with  frontages  of  128ft. 
and  87ft.  respectively,  at  their  premises,  as  shown 
on  the  plan  submitted,  the  work  to  be  carried  out 
and  maintained  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Con- 
servators, under  the  inspection  of  their  engineer, 
and  to  be  assessed. — F.  H.  A.mphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  heavy  rains  of  the  last 
few  days  have  put  some  colour  into  the  water,  and 
a  fairly  good  stream  is  running  at  a  good  level. 
Rain  has  been  fulling  nearly  all  day  (Wednesday), 
and  a  few  more  hours  of  this  will  make  the  "  push  " 
complete,  and  clear  the  weeds,  leaves,  and  rubbish 
out  of  the  livers.  Owing  to  the  rough  winds  and 
indifferent  conditions,  sport  has  again  been  very 
quiet.  Messrs.  W.  D.  Russell,  B.  Helwig,  and 
Mendllson  have  been  clients  of  G.  Arlett  lor  the 
last  few  days,  and  have  taken  four  jack  weighing 
]  51b.  and  one  of  about  61b.  Roach  are  at  present 
feeding  very  badly,  but  there  should  be  ssme 
improvement  with  these  fish  by  the  week  end. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Richmond). — There  are  plenty  of  fish 
but  not  many  anglers  have  been  trying  for  them. 
The  puntsmen  have  been  standing  about  for  the 
want  of  customers  ;  one  of  them  went  out  by  him- 
self he  was  so  tired  of  waiting  about,  and  caught 
three  dozen  very  good  roach  and  a  few  dace.  One 
bank  angler  had  about  3Jlb.  in  about  as  many 
hours.  We  wanted  some  rain  to  give  the  river  a 
clear  out.  It  has  been  raining  here  hard  for  the  last 
four  days;  if  it  goes  on  much  longer  we  shall  have 
too  much  of  it.  The  glass  has  gone  down  to  much 
rain. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — (Received  too 
late  for  insertion  last  week.)  Water  in  very  good 
condition  for  roach  fishing,  etc.  One  day,  Mr. 
George  Chapman,  of  Devonshire  Arms,  Piccadilly, 
and  Mr.  Adams,  of  May.  Davis,  and  Co  ,  201b.  of 
fine  roach ;  few  hours,  Mr.  Wheildon,  three  dozen 
roach  and  dace,  and  one  jack  of  41b. ;  one  day,  Mr. 
G.  Edwards,  271b.  of  roach,  14lb.  of  perch  (all 
returned),  and  one  jack  of  6Jlb.  The  tides  will  be 
all  right  after  Oct.  29  for  all  fishing.  Mr.  Newman 
has  taken  fourteen  or  fifteen  chub  at  tha  weir  up  to 
21b. ;  Mr.  Denniford,  roach  with  weed,  which,  by- 
the  bye,  is  nearly  all  over,  as  it  is  rotting  away. 
Nov.  1. — In  four  days  I  have  taken  sixteen  dozen 
roach,  eight  bream,  and  one  jack  of  4lb.  with 
Messrs.  Wheildon,  Jones,  Chapman,  and  Spurden. 
Water  is  in  fine  condition  for  roach  and  bream 
fishing  now  we  have  had  rain,  and  tides  are  all 
right.  S.  McBiide  had  good  takes  of  bream  and 
roach,  and  also  H.  Bishop. — W.  McBride. 

Thames  .  Twickenham). — The  river  is  now  highly 
coloured  on  account  of  the  heavy  rams,  but  still 
good  fish  aie  being  brought  ashore.  On  Oct.  2i} 
Mr.  C.  Carter  got  1 1  lb.  of  dace ;  Sidney  Parker,  two 
roach  weighing  lib.  5oz.  and  lib.  3oz. ;  Tom  Lee, 
jun.,  one  roacti  IJlb. ;  A.  Turner,  five  bream  and  one 
roach,  1  Jib. ;  Mr.  Co  )kson,  two  bream  and  one  dozen 
roach.  George  Lee,  sen.,  wins  Mr.  G.  Baker's  prize 
rod  for  jack.  Mr.  A.  Turner  has  weighed  in  28ilb. 
of  fish  for  Mr.  Baker's  prize,  a  roach  rod.  Blower 
Brown  wishes  to  challenge  him  from  one  up  to  five 
pounds,  to  fish  in  the  Twickenham  waters.  Three 
prizes  are  offered  for  the  professional  fishermen  to 
compete  for. — Tom  Augek. 

Avon  (Bing^wood;. — Since  mv  last  report  we 
have  had  a  lot  of  rain,  and  is  still  raining  at  the 


time  of  writing,  which  should  improve  the  fishing, 
and  good  sport  should  be  obtained  as  soon  as  the 
water  fines  down,  Mr.  T.  W.  Falconer  took,  on 
Oct.  28,  fifty-five  roach  up  to  l^lb.,  and  one  trout 
of  1  lb.  lOoz.,  which  was  safely  returned  to  the 
water  ;  on  Oct.  30,  thirty-one  roach  and  dace  ;  and 
Oct.  31,  thirty  roach  and  dace,  and  one  grayling  of 
1  lb.  3oz.,  which  was  returned  to  the  water.  Mr. 
Brewer  als  >  got  four  pike  up  to  41b.  Mr.  Sams  has 
also  taken  some  roach  and  one  small  pike. — M.  W. 
Uayter. 

Bottisham    Locka   (Waterbeaoh).  —  We  are 

having  mild,  unset^led  weather.  The  river  on  this 
stretch  of  free  water  for  four  miles  is  now  in  excel- 
lent condition.  Pike  fishing  clean,  several  are 
being  had.  Live-baits  on  the  spot,  also  punt. 
Now  is  the  chance  to  be  at  the'n,  they  are  too 
numerous  he  e,  and  to  some  extent  all  thro  ig'i  the 
summer  on  this  favourite  roach  river  they  have 
been  a  nuisance.  Those  in  quest  of  the  roach  will 
find  them  now  in  mid-water  or  the  deep  byes; 
bait,  boiled  wheat.  Only  small  bags  during  the 
week. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  Diatrict).  — Tne  much  longed- 
for  rain  has  fallen  at  last,  and  during  the  past  couple 
of  days  there  has  heen  a  good  downpour,  but  at  the 
time  of  writing  the  river  has  not  increase!  very 
materially,  although  there  is  evi  Jence  that  there 
will  be  more  wet,  and  in  that  case  the  river  should 
rise  considerably.  If  this  i%  so  the  fish  will  be 
enabled  to  go  up  to  the  spawning  bads.  Un- 
doubtedly a  large  number  have  been  kept  in  the 
lower  reaches  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water. — 

DlSVONlAN. 

Devonahire  Streama.  —  The  Taw  Conservators 
have  decided  that  the  close  season  for  salmon  shall 
not  be  altered.  The  motion  was  lost  by  three  votes. 
It  was  urged  that  the  nets  had  had  a  bad  season, 
and  that  they  paid  heavy  fees  for  the  licences,  whilst 
a  specific  case  was  put  forward  where  a  boat  for 
one  week  only  yielded  7d.  per  man.  Another  motion 
that  the  weekly  close  season  terminates  at  6  o'clock 
on  Monday  instead  of  noon  was  also  lost  by  a  single 
vote.  The  conservators  have  decided,  as  many 
other  boards  have  done,  to  offer  a  reward  to  those 
who  ktUei  cormorants. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths). — The  grayling  are  now  moving  freely, 
and  excellent  sport  has  been  enjoyed  this  week. 
Mr.  Murphy  got  five  brace  on  Oct.  30.  Mr.  Forces 
has  had  good  sport  on  most  days,  as  also  has  Messrs. 
Hamilton  and  Evans.  Fish  up  to  IJlb.  have  been 
got  with  the  Orange  and  Claret  Bumbles.  With 
some  fine  frosty  weather,  sport  should  be  at  its  best, 
as  are  now  the  grayling. — W.  Evans. 

Dove  and  Tribataries. — There  is  a  splendid 
stock  of  grayling  in  the  Dove  now.  Some  20,000 
grayling  fry  were  turned  into  the  Alsop  length, 
which  is  just  above  Dovedale,  by  the  late  Lord 
Hindlip  some  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  and  since 
then  grayling  have  been  increasing  greatly  from 
Hartington  downwards.  Messrs.  O.  B.  Murphy,  . 
Force,  and  Evans  have  each  had  some  fine  fish  of 
late.  The  first-named  got  five  brace  on  Oct.  31. 
The  Dovedale  grayling  appear  to  average  1  lb. — 
Foster  Bros. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  rise  of  18in.  in  the  river 
on  Oct.  29  seems  to  have  tempted  a  few  salmon  up 
to  the  middle  reaches,  for  Mr.  Murphy  has  had  two, 
21  lb.,  221b.,  in  the  Crosby  water,  and  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hough  three  in  the  same  water;  Mr.  James 
Dodd.  two,  141b.,  181b.,  at  Irthing  Foot,  and 
Mr.  W.  Pattinson,  one,  17lb.,  at  Wetheral.  Below 
Carlisle,  in  the  Cargo  and  Grinsdale  water, 
which  has  so  far  yielded  most  of  the  sport,  Mr. 
MasonScottkilled  three,  221b.,  191b.,  101b.,  the  last  a 
soring  fish ;  Mr.  H.  B.  Lickhart,  one  I8lb.  ;  Mr. 
Donellj-,  one  171b. ;  Mr.  Edgar,  one  181b.  Had  we 
only  had  a  good  rattling  spate  of  5ft.  or  6ft. 
icstead  of  the  little  freshet,  there  might  have  been 
a  good  fortnight's  sport  to  finish  up  the  season. — 
Silver  Grey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — More  genial  weather 
has  been  acceptable  to  anglers  particularly,  and  at 
St.  David's,  Exwick,  and  suburbs  some  perch,  roach, 
and  a  few  pike  have  been  caught,  also  in  the  canal 
near  the  various  locks.  Lime  Kilns,  Topsham,  and 
Turf.  A  meeting  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Con- 
servators was  held  last  week-  Mr.  J.  N.  Pope,  the 
chairman,  pre-iding,  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Stanley  Heard,  of  Bidaford,  a  propo-al  was  dis- 
cussed at  the  quarterly  meeting — petitions  from 
all  parts  of  the  di9tri(;t  have  been  received.  Mr. 
Heard  proposed  to  give  the  fishermen  fourteen 
days  extra,  and  during  the  past  year  the  net 
fishermen  had  a  bad  time,  regardless  of  the  heavy 
tolls  they  had  to  pay.  By  nine  votes  to  .'-ix  Mr. 
Heard's  propot-al  was  lost,  but  it  was  wisely  decided 
to  offer  one  i-hilling  per  head  for  the  destni  tion 
of  the  many  cormorants.  The  Barnstaple  Town 
Council  was  also  thanked  on  the  chairman's  sug- 
gestion for  the  interest  taken  in  salmon  fishing,  and  ^ 
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they  were  asked  to  continue  their  support.  Votes 
of  condolence  were  also  passed  with  the  House  of 
Fortescue  and  the  family  of  the  late  Alderman 
Ashton,  in  whose  place  Mr.  F.  C.  Richmond  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  board.  A  weekly  close 
season  was  defeated  by  one  vote.  Mullet  iu  large 
numbers  are  in  Exmouth  Dock.  Some  fine  pollack 
have  been  taken  off  the  pier  with  White  Fly,  and 
one  angler  had  over  a  score  with  large  Red  Palmer. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Refreshing  rains  have 
fiillen,  but  the  downy)our  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
cau-e  the  1  ng-awaited  run  of  land  water.  Some 
good  class  roach  have  been  caught  this  week,  and 
sport  ought  to  improve  a  little  given  calm,  warm 
wind^. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Iiittle  Onae  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition,  there  has  been  some  nice  takes  of  pike 
and  perch.  Mr.  Thurlow  Bros  caught  4Glb.  weight 
of  pike,  the  largest  OJlb.,  six  fish  in  all.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  good  pike  fishing.  Boats,  baits, 
etc.,  from  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

Lledr. — Towards  the  end  of  last  week  the 
weather  broke  up,  and  the  river  has  been  in  better 
ply  for  fishing.  On  Oct.  27  Mr.  Brandreth,  of 
Pont-y-Pant,  had  two  salmon,  II  lb.  and  5lb.,  and 
on  Oct.  28  two  of  121b.  and  61b.  On  Oct.  30 
D.  McXaughton,  of  Pont-y-Pant,  had  a  salmon  of 
101b.  and  a  sea-trout  of  2  Jib.  Taking  it  all  through, 
this  has  been  one  of  the  poorest  seasons  for  a  long 
time ;  the  dry  weather  we  had  in  the  beginning  of 
the  season  kept  the  salmon  back.  The  fish  now  are 
drawing  towards  the  spawning  beds,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  they  will  get  good  spawning  water  and  fair 
play. — Mc. 

Lv^g  sv4  Arrow  (Leomlnater)  — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  running  in  fair  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable,  and 
somegfod  falls  of  rain  have  been  had  which  has 
impr  jved  ths  water  a  little,  and  there  is  a  prospect 
of  it  being  in  capital  order  by  the  beginning  of  next 
week. — G  WYNNE. 

Onse  (Holywell  Ferry)  — The  recent  rains  have 
much  impro\ed  all  the  prospects  here,  and  the  river 
is  in  fine  ct  nditii  n.  Some  veiy  nice  f  erch  and  pike 
have  been  taken  during  the  week,  the  best  falling 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Atkinson,  of  Lond  'U.  The  weeds 
are  no  trouble  whatever  now,  and  paternostering  is 
mf  st  remunerative,  as  fish  have  been  lying  low. — 

A.  SCARD. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). —  Sport  at  present  is  nearly  at  a  standstill 
owing  to  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather.  Rain  has 
fallen  so  heavily  and  continuously  in  this  neighbour- 
hood that  the  rivers  are  all  more  or  less  flooded,  and 
angling — excepting  for  pike — is  nearly  impossible, 
excepting  to  enthusiasts  who  will  persevere  where 
others  tail,  and,  as  a  rule,  do  not  succeed  themselves. 
— Vykn  WY. 

Sossex  Rivers  and  CMchester  Canal. — Rain, 
so  mufh  wanted  for  anglers  and  agriculturists,  has 
fallen  in  sheets.  The  trcacheri>u3  weather  has  kept 
ra>iny  anglers  from  the  water  side.  A  nice  pil;e  of 
close  upon  101b.  was  taken  rfcently  from  the  Ouse 
a!;  Barcombe  Mills  ;  and  a  few  smaller  fish  have  been 
car.  tared  in  the  upper  waters  by  local  anglers.  Thu 
canal  at  Chiche-ter  has  been  well-nigh  deserted.  A 
few  more  deadfi^h  have  been  seen  at  the  basin,  and 
it  is  stated  that  the  gas  company,  after  closing  the 
pipe  leading  to  the  canal,  turned  the  gas  water  into 
a  drain,  whi  h  finds  an  exit  into  the  basin.  This 
has  now,  I  hear,  been  stopped.  A  pike  of  .5lb.  and 
a  smaller  fish,  21b.,  were  taken  from  the  basin  on 
O -t.  28 — live  gorge  fishing.  It  is  the  usual  method 
of  the  locals,  but  it  is  a  pity  to  destroy  the  smaller 
pike.  A  few  bream  have  been  taken,  but  nothing 
exceeding  1  lb.  2oz. — George  F.  Salteb. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
in  good  order  for  angling.  A  good  fall  of  rain  has 
refreshed  the  river  and  should  make  sport  better. 
The  fish  have  been  more  on  the  move,  and  a  fair 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out.  Maggot  and 
grasshopper  fishing  have  accounted  for  some  large 
grayling  Roa'  h,  dace,  perch  and  eels  have  been 
on  the  iced,  and  several  good  lots  landed,  bottom 
fi.shirig.  Sorne  good  pike  have  been  landed. — 
S.  Lr  iiLOW. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  ITeigliljonring 
Rivers. — The  last  few  days  of  the  salmon  season 
finished  up  only  poorly;  the  recent  heavy  rains 
put  our  rivers  in  flood  again.  Several  good 
fish  were  killed  on  the  different  waters  of  the 
Tyne,  principally  with  fly.  The  Coquet  during  the 
paftt  week  has  fished  fairly  well.  Mr.  Anderson, 
Morpeth,  one  salmon  131b.;  Mr.  Mcintosh,  for  the 
week,  six  fish,  scaling  from  !)lb.  to  191b.;  Mr.  Spence, 
Ashingtivn,  one,  111b.;  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Phillips, 
Newcastle,  Oct.  27,  had  one  each,  15^1b.  and  71b.; 
on  O  ;t.  18  one  each,  IHlb.  and  I41b. ;  and  on 
Oct.  2.5  one  each,  101b.  and  71b.,  all  fly.  On  Oct.  28 
Mr.  Bergna  had  one  fifth,  15lb.  ;  Mr.  Mackenzie 
two,  81b.  \jtxifS.  5lb.,  and  one  salmon   of  10|lb. 


on  Oct.  31.  Mr.  J.  Hudson  one,  141b.  ;  Mr.  H. 
Hudson,  one  salmon,  181b. ;  Mr.  Rennow  two, 
81b.  and  19lb. ;  Mr.  E.  Leslie  Conroy,  Newcastle 
one,  8^1b.,  on  fly. — Hy.  A.  MuRTO^f. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  rose  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
and  Wednesday,  but,  of  course,  it  was  too  late  to 
be  of  any  benefit  to  the  salmon  angler,  as  the  season 
concluded  on  the  latter  day.  The  dead  leaves 
ccming  down  were  a  drawback  the  last  week  or  so. 
On  Oct.  24,  Mr.  Ernest  Shand,  the  well  known  music 
hall  artist,  who  had  motored  over  from  Cardiff, 
killed  two  salm  m,  weighing  81b.  and  181b..  in  Pen- 
carreg  and  Parker's  Hole  ;  on  Oct.  28,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Davies  landed  two,  91b.  and  131b,  in  the  Crows; 
and  on  Oct.  30,  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride  accounted  for  two, 
51b.  and  111b.,  in  Pencarreg  and  Parker's  Hole. 
Dace  anglers  will  be  busy  now,  as  after  the  rise  the 
river  will  be  in  good  order  for  this  sport. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  fairly  good  trim  for  the  fly,  but 
only  a  few  grayling  have  been  taken  by  this  mode 
of  angling,  the  Wye  yielding  a  few  brace  of  good- 
sized  fish,  and  I  only  hear  of  baskets  ranging 
from  two  to  five  brace  being  obtained  from  the 
Derwent.  The  Chatsworth  portion  of  this  river 
is  affording  nice  sport,  but  the  fish  generally  are 
small.  The  higher  reaches  of  the  Darleydale  Club 
water  have  afforded  its  members  a  few  nice  grayling. 
The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association  s 
portion  of  this  river  has  yielded  some  mixed  baskets 
of  fish,  Mr.  Murphy  on  several  occasions  landing 
perch,  roach,  and  a  few  grayling,  one  perch  weighing 
l^lb.,  also  several  other  members  securing  a  few  fish. 
Ttie  prospect  does  not  look  very  rosy,  as  we  have 
had  a  steady  downpour  of  rain  to-day  (Nov.  1) 
which  is  sure  to  discoljur  these  waters. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oose, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Prior  to  the  freshet  on  Oct.  28,  some 
nice  pike  were  caught  in  the  Yore  between  Middle- 
ham  and  Boroughbi  idge,  both  by  spinning  and  live 
bait.    Since  the  rain,  sport  in  that  direction  has 
fallen  off,  but  the  river  is  clearing  again  in  the  upper 
waters ;  also  the  tributary  streams  are  in  capital 
trim  for  grayling  fi-hing,  and  the  fi-h  were  rising 
freely  to  ttie  fly,  the  best  flies  being  Millei's  Dark 
Needle,  Red  T  g,  Bradshaw's  Fancy  and  Blue  Hawk 
with  apple  green  body.    In  the  lowei  reaches  in  the 
districtsoi  Masham,Tanfield,Ripon,and  Newby,atair 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  amongst 
the  grayling  has  been  fair.  At  Boroughbridge  several 
anglers  have  been  out  and  tome  nice  pike  have 
been  taken  in  the  deeps.    A  few  nice  baskrts  of 
roach  and  dace  have  also  been  caught.    The  River 
Wharfe  has  been  running  very  Ijw  and  clear,  and 
in  the  upper  reaches  the  grayling  have  been  taking 
the  fly  lairly  well.    The  above  patterns  have  also 
killed  on  this  particular  river.   In  the  lower  reaches 
a  great  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  at  Col- 
lingham,  Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulleskelf. 
The  fish  have  not  been  on  the  feed  at  all.  Several 
anglii'g  clubs  have  been  out  fishing  their  annual  off 
matches.    Sport  has  been  very   poor — in  fact, 
one  or  two  clubs  have  not  caught  a  fish.  The 
River  Nidd    is  in  fairly  good  oi  ier,  a- d  some 
very  nice  fish  have  befii  caught  at  Ribston,  Walsh 
ford  Bridge.  Hunsingore,  and  Carthorpe,  the  best 
bait  being  maggot  and  wor  m.    During  the  last  few 
days  the  Knaiesborough  Anglmg  Club  have  been 
very  busy  restocking  their  waters ;  it  is  very  grati- 
fying to  hear  that  this  club  have  turned  into  their 
water,  below  Goldboro'  Dam  to  Ribston,  also  from 
Goldboro'   Dam    to    Killinghall  Bridge,  no  less 
than   6347    young   trout.      The  Knaresborough 
joint  anglers  have  also  turned  into  their  water 
1000  young  trout.    Considering  that  the  Knares- 
borough Angling  Club  raise  their  own  fish  from  their 
hatchery,  they  are  very  much  to  be  congratulated, 
so  the  two  clubs  combined  have  turned  in  7347  trout, 
I  do  not  know  of  any  other  river  at  present  which 
has  done  so  much  stocking  as  this  one.    The  River 
Derwent  was  affected  last  week  by  the  rainfall  on 
the  moorlands,  and  by  Saturday  it  was  clearing  off, 
and  in  the  upper  reaches  at  Schoolhouse  Hill  and 
Yeduingham  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met 
with,  especially  amongst  the  roach.     Mr.  J.  H.  R. 
Bazley,  whose  notes  have  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  has  been  amongst  them  with  his  long  roach 
rod.    Fishing  a  falling  water,  he  secured  several 
good    fish,    four    fisn,    namely,    roach,  scaling 
1  lb.  lO^oz.,  lib.  8oz.,  lib.  6Joz.,  and  lib.  2ioz. 
These    fish  have    been    senr.    for  preservation, 
and   will   eventually   adorn   the  walls   of  that 
noted  club  house,   the  Robin  Hood,  Leeds.  The 
Swale  has  been  running  in  very  nice  condition;  in 
the  upper  reaches  in  the  districts  of  Catterick 
and  Easby,  some  very  nice  grayling  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly,  worm  and  maggot.  In  the  lower 
reaches  at  TopclitTe  and  Brafferton,  a  number  of 
rods  have  been  out     Some  very  nice  catches  of 
perch,  roach,  and  dace  have  been  made.    At  the 
time  of  sending  this  report,  we  are  having  fogs,  and 
rain  is  falling  heavily,  therefore  one  can  look  for 
good  sport  during  next  week. — John  E.  Mu-Ler. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — During  the  past  few 
days  the  waters  have  been  in  better  condition. 
Fishing  on  the  English  side  of  the  Double  water, 
Mr.  Noakman  landed  four  salmon,  the  weights 
being  23lb.,  161b.,  Ulb.  and  81b.,  and  in  the 
Cauldron  Pool  Mr.  Scott  had  a  fish  of  191b.  Mr. 
David  Ferguson  caught  one  of  I21b.  On  Oct.  28 
Mr.  W.  Byers  caught  a  salmon  in  the  mid-reaches 
of  the  Esk  which  scaled  over  121b.  In  the  Broom- 
holm  water,  Langholm,  Mr.  Weatherstone  killed  a 
salmon  weighing  141b.  Mr.  .I.Wilson,  St.  Thorwald's, 
had  a  small  salmon  in  Langh'  ltn  water  ;  Mr.  J.  R. 
Beattie  had  a  sea-trout  of  21b. ;  Mr.  Christopher 
Rowe  caught  a  fine  salmon  of  1.51b.  in  the  same 
water.  Fishing  in  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  D.  Little 
had  a  salmon  weighing  151b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Morrison, 
Langholm,  landed  a  salmon  of  261b. ;  Mr.  Robert 
Nelson  caught  two  salmon,  211b.  and  81b.  Mr.  J. 
Johnstone  had  a  small  salmon  in  the  Scottish  side 
of  the  Willow  pool ;  and  some  rods  from  the  Cross 
Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  had  fairly  good  sport  in  the 
Willow  and  Cauldron  pools.  The  season,  which  will 
be  a  memorable  one,  closed  on  Tuesday  night. 
Although  a  deal  of  rain  fell  at  intervals  there 
was  a  complete  absence  of  floods,  and  the  fi-hing 
was  really  remarkable  when  the  scarcity  of  water 
is  taken  into  consideration,  especially  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  both  Esk  and  Liddle,  and  in  the  lower 
division  of  the  Double  water  below  Longtown 
down  to  the  Metal  Bridge  angling  has  been  very 
disappointing.  Ewes,  Tarras,  and  Wauchope 
fully  maintained  their  reputations  as  the  best 
yellow  trout  streams  in  the  South  of  Scotland.  All 
being  el  se  to  the  town  they  were  well  patronised 
during  the  season.  The  sewage  scheme,  whi-ih  is 
now  in  course  of  formation,  will,  when  completed, 
very  materially  improve  the  river,  both  as  a  fre  h 
water  stream  and  as  an  angling  resort.  Fi-hing  in 
Mr.  Makant's  division  of  the  Netherby  reserved 
water.  Major  Costerbadie  caught  a  salmon  of  181b., 
and  Mr.  Scott  killed  two  salmon  in  the  Cauldron 
Pool,  the  weights  being  201b.  and  81b.  Nothing  of 
note  has  been  done  in  the  Liddle. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  angling  season  on 
the  River  Dever)n,  which  cl  sed  on  Tuesday,  has 
been  on  the  whole  veiy  unsuccessful.  In  March 
and  April  the  river  was  in  good  form  for  fishing, 
and  some  excellent  sport  was  got.  After  these 
months  the  water  became  very  low  in  condition 
and  very  filthy,  and  remained  so  until  October. 
During  this  time  very  little  sport  was  got,  and 
although  a  few  expert  anglers  were  successful  in 
landing  fish  occasionally  these  were  the  exception. 
Duiing  the  month  of  October  the  river  was  in  flood 
and  very  unsettled,  and  consequently  sport  was 
poor,  and  on  the  whole  a  poor  season  has  to  be 
recorded.  Fish  in  general  were  of  large  size,  and 
the  Devonshire  minnow  seemed  to  be  the  most 
deadly  bait.  On  the  Forglen  w^ter,  Mr.  Russell 
killed  a  fine  fish  of  331b.  On  the  Netherdale  water, 
Mr.  Hardie  had  six  fish  on  one  day,  ranging  from 
61b.  to  28lb.  in  weight.  On  the  Cairnbarrow  water. 
Lady  Bridtje  had  over  sixteen  fish  for  the  month 
of  October,  ranging  in  weight,  from  51b.  to  261b. 
A  fine  newly-run  salmon  of  201b.  was  caught  on 
Oct.  27  by  Mr.  T.  Macleaa  on  the  Huntly  water. 
On  the  D.inlugas  section  of  the  river,  on  Msndiy 
last,  Miss  Gladys  Henderson  had  a  fine  salmon  of 
201b.,  and  the  keeper  on  the  same  day  killed  a 
large  fish  of  35lb.,  and  on  Saturday  last  one  of  121b. 
Some  good  fish  were  killed  on  the  Daff  House  water 
by  Mr.  Williams  and  others.  On  the  Avochie 
water,  Mr.  Farj|uharson  had  a  c  ouole  of  18lb.  and 
271b.  On  the  Huntly  water  the  heaviest  fish  got 
by  Mr.  Rough  was  201b.  ;  by  Mr.  Clark,  271b.  ; 
Mr.  Roger,  l7lb. ;  Mr.  M  irtin,  one  of  ISlb. ;  Mr. 
Criohton,  one  of  171b.  ;  Mr.  Spen^-e,  one  of  191b. ; 
and  Mr.  McKenzie,  one  of  211b.  Tne  spring  trout 
fishing  in  the  Deveron  proved  fairly  successful.  On 
the  Eden  water.  Sir  Richard  Xijholson  had  some 
very  heavy  baskets.  Good  ba-skets  of  trout  were 
also  got  on  the  Banff  Fife  Arms  Hotel  waters. 
Theie  were  a  good  many  large  trout  got  during  the 
Reason,  weighing  up  to  2Jlb.  The  river  at  present 
is  in  heavy  flood. — H.  W. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  season  closed 
down  on  Tuesday  on  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  Ugie, 
Daveron,  and  some  eighty  odd  streams  a'l  over 
Scotland  not  already  closed.  For  some  days  past 
anglers  have  been  leaving  off,  seeing  that  the  game 
was  all  up.  Fish  there  were,  but  the  conditions 
otherwise  were  against  good  sport.  The  Du  hess 
of  Fife  fi-hed  out  the  season  on  the  Mar  Lodge 
water,  and  was  about  the  last  lady  angler  to  leave 
off.  She  has  had  a  remarkably  good  season,  and 
although  the  closing  weeks  were  stormy  in  the 
extreme  yet  she  had  some  fish  almost  ev^ery  day 
out.  The  season  has  been  a  poor  one  both  on 
the  Ballater  and  Braemar  reaches.  The  fish  were 
belated  in  spring,  and  the  river  ran  to  i  dry  for 
sport  when  the  fish  got  up  to  these  parts.  Oa  the 
Glentana  section,  Mr.  Geo.  C  ats  and  Miss  Coats 
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and  guests  have  had  a  somewhat  indifferent  eeason, 
but  Mr.  Heaven,  on  Forest  of  Birse  water.  Mr.  J. 
W.  Nifol,  on  Ballogie,  Captain  Quint  in  Dick,  on 
Woodend,  Lord  Penrhyn,  on  Cairnton,  have  done 
fnirly  well  duiing  the  backend  and  especially  in 
ihe  earlier  part  of  the  spring.    On  the  Park  waters, 
Mr.  Rivieie  has  hud  a  very  good  autumn  season — 
the  best  in  these  parti — and  Miss  Riviere  has  also 
scored  well,  her  best  fish  being  a  beauty  of  201b. 
Neither  on  the  Kin -ardine,  Carlogie,  Blaokhall, 
Inclimarlo,  Dun  is,  Kingcausie,  or  Blairs  i-ecti'>n 
has  anything  like  average  sport  been  got.    On  the 
Blackball  water-,  Mr.  Hay  has  had  only  some  nine 
fish  in  place  of  ninely.    On  the  Kingciusie,  only 
one  fish  was  got  up  to  Oct.  27.    Tho  autumn  sea-on 
on  most  waters  has  been  an  egregious  failuie. 
On  the  Cult-!  free  wa!er,  as  also  on  some  of  the 
lower  reacl.e-i,   some  good  fisti  weie  got  up  to 
Saturday  la^t,  but  since  then  the  stream  has  been 
mountains  high.   The  tidal  anglers  have  had  aveiy 
poor  season.    Don. —  The  Countess  of  Suffolk,  who 
left  on  Oct.  27,  has  had  an  excellent  season  on  the 
Grandholm  water,  where  the  fish  were  practically 
landlocked  all  through  September  and  well  into 
the  closing  weeks  of  October.    On  the  Seaton  water 
somewhat  similar  hnak  sport  was  got  mostlv  with 
the  Devon  bait.    On  the  tidal  waters  few  anglers 
have  done  much.     On    the    Pitmedden  section 
Keeper  Grant  s 'o  ed  well  with  four  fish,  one  of 
which  scaled  31^1b.,  the  top  weight  on  the  Don. 
On  the  Ytlian  a  splendid  sea-trout  season  has  been 
enjoyed,  bub  the  floods  were  too  long  delayed  for 
many  salmon,  especially  those  of  heavy  calibre, 
getting  forward.    On  the  Ellon  Castle  waters  the 
beet  >port  was  got  with  sea-trout  up  to  31b.  On 
the  ti  ;al  also  good  baskets  were  the  order  of  the 
day — the  demand  for  accommodation  at  the  Udny 
Arms  being  unprecedented,  and  taxing  mine  host 
to  the  utmost.    Ugie. — On  this  little   river  Mr. 
William  Ingram,  Edinburgh,  has  made  a  record 
score  of  over  400   finnouk   and    sea-trout  since 
Feb.  25,  in  addition  to  three  salmon.    Mr.  Ingram 
is  ostensibly  a  bait  fisher,  but  not  a  few  of  his  large 
catches  was  to  the  fly.    All  over  the  season,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  has  been  a  poor  one,  and 
much  below  tr  e  normal  average. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — With  the  most  of  the  local 
rivers  ending  their  season  on  Tuesday  night  (Oct. 
31),  the  rise  of  water  on  Monday  was  too  late  to  do 
much  good.  A  great  change  has,  however,  come 
over  the  sport  within  the  past  few  years  by  the  fly 
giving  way  to  spinning  luies.  For  one  who  fishes 
with  the  fly  there  are  four  or  five  anglers  spinning, 
and  undoubtedly  a  good  many  salmon  in  the  back- 
end  are  caught  with  gudgeon  and  minnow.  The 
Annan  has  given  some  fair  sport  within  the 
past  few  days.  The  Annan. — Fishing  in  Hod- 
dom  Castle  water  on  Oct.  27,  Mr.  George  Inglis 
landed  a  salmon  of  201b.  with  fly.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  water,  on  Oct.  27,  Mr.  Clegg,  a 
guest  at  Stapleton  Towers,  caught,  a  salmon  in 
Jamies  stream  with  fly.  On  Oct,  28,  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom's  keeper  (Andrew  Bell)  landed  a  very  fresh- 
run  fish  of  14lb.  with  Grey  Turkey  Fly.  It  was 
caught  in  the  Back-of-tbe-Wood  Pool.  In  the  lower 
waters,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Wm. Wright,  Ednam,  landed 
a  fresh-run  cock  salmon  of  18§lb.  with  a  small 
Silver  Devon  minnow.  In  the  same  pool,  on  Oct.  31, 
Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  caught  a  salmon  of  21  lb.  in  the 
Howes  Pool  on  a  silver  phantom  minnow.  The 
Rev.  John  C.  Hicks  landed  a  salmon  of  l"lb. 
on  Wednesday  forenoon  in  the  top  end  of  the 
Brewery  Pool  with  the  minnow — a  silver  Devon. 
In  the  upperreachesonlya  small  salmon  of  61b.  or  61b. 
has  fallen  to  the  rods  since  last  week.  In  the  Mount 
Annan  water  this  afternoon  (Nov.  1)  Mr.  Clegg  and 
his  fisherman,  W.  Robison,  had  a  fine  fish  of  about 
301b.  in  the  portion  above  Brydekirk  Bridge.  It 
was  caught  with  Devon  minnow.  In  the  Back-of- 
the-Wood  Pool,  on  the  same  date  (Nov.  1)  Mr. 
Paeley-Dirom'a  keeper  (A.  Bell)  had  a  salmon 
of  about  101b.  with  Grey  Turkey  Fly.  The 
Dumfries  Nith. — Very  little  has  been  done 
in  this  river  up  till  Saturday.  The  Mid-Nithsda!e 
Association  waters  have  not  been  doing  well  this 
Hutumn  on  account  of  the  low  waters.  Mr.  Robert 
Thomson  has  had  two  of  101b.  apd  8Jlb.  With  the 
pools  in  good  ply  some  sport  is  likely  to  be  had 
before  the  close  on  the  night  of  the  14th  inst.  The 
Dalihcattie  Uhu. — Fishing  the  Urr  at  Old  Buttle, 
near  Dalbeattie,  on  Oct.  27  Mr.  Campbell  Murr  and 
Col.  Giahara  Goidon,  Auehens  Keuch,  landed  a 
salmon  of  211b. — The  Galloway  Rivees. — With 
the  exception  of  the  Urr,  all  the  rivers  in  this 
district  closed  on  Oct.  31  for  the  season.  The 
autumn  salmon  fishing  on  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse 
has  been  the  worst  ever  known,  and  the  Kirkcud- 
brightshire Dee  has  also  giv>3n  poor  results.  The 
Aykshikk  Streams. — These  rivers  have  closed  their 
angling,  and  there  has  been  nothing  but  disappoint- 
ment all  the  autumn. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
A  slightly  improved  prospect  has  this  week  opened 


up  to  salmon  anglers  on  Tweed  and  Teviot.  Heavy 
rain  fell  on  Sunday  night  and  Monday  with  the 
result  that  the  rivers  rose  between  two  and  three 
feet.      However,   this  i-i  not    quite   enough  to 
cleanse  the  river,  although  there  has  been  a  goodly 
run  of  fish  and  improved  sport  miy  be  expected. 
Up  till  now  the  largest  fish  for  the  season  was 
captured  on  Oct.  28  on  the  Twi/el  water  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  Darlington;  it  weighed  401b.,  and  measured 
47in.  in  length  ;  other  measurements  not  to  hand. 
BoL.siJJE. — Colonel  F.  Davies  had  a  grilse  of  Clb  on 
Oct.   23,  a    salmon  of   2Ulb.   on  Oct.   24,  two 
grilse    of    9^1b.   and    91b.   on    Oct.   26,  and  a 
sea-trout  of  4  Jib.  on  Oct.  27.    On  Oit.  26  and  26 
Colonel    Cuthbert  had  one  each    day  of  181b. 
Si'BoasTON. — On  Thursday,  Oct.  20,  Mr.  Wm.  Tait 
caught  four  salmon,  weighing  231b.,  231b.,  IDlb., 
and  ISlb.,  and  one  grilse  of  91b.    Miss  Trotten,  on 
Friday,  Oct.  27,  had  two  salmon,  171b.  and  13ib., 
and  one  grilse,  61b.,  and  one  salmon,  171b.,  an  I  a 
grihe  of  101b.  on  Saturday.  Oct.  28.    On  Friday, 
Oct.  27,  Captain  Trotter,  two  salmon,  2.'>lb.  and 
191b.,  and  on  Saturday,  Oct.  28,  one  salmon  of 
17lb.,  and    a  grilse,   8lb.     Hendersyde.  —  On 
Oct.  20,  Mr.    Chester  Paton  caught  one  grilse, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Piingle  landed  one  salmon  of  llilb.  on 
Oct.  21,  Sir  R.  W.  Griffith  one  of  15lb.,  and  Mr. 
T.   Pringle,  two  of   171).   and  7lb.  on  O.  t.  23. 
On  Oct.  26,  Sir  R.  W.  Griffith  had  five,  weiching 
I9lb.,  171b,  161b.,  13Jlb.,and  7Jlb.,  and  Mr.  F.  J. 
Douglas,  of  Caverton,  one  of  201b.    The  beit  Hay's 
St  r.rt  to  one  rod  of  these  waters  fell  to  Mr.  T.  B. 
Elli)i  on  Oct.  27,  fishing  Sprouston  Dub.  He 
k  llad  no    fewer  than   eight    fish,  the  heaviest; 
being  a  beauty  of  32Jlb..  and  of  such  handsom-^ 
proportions  that  a  model  of  it  i^  being  prep j red; 
the  others  weighing  231b.,  20Jlb.,  171b.,  16ilb.,  9*lh., 
and  81b.  each.    The  same  day  Mrs.  T.  B.  Elliot  had 
one  of  201b.    On  October  30  General  Paton  had 
one  grilse  of  7lb.  and  Major  Agnew  a  sea-irout  of 
4lb.     Biroham. — On  October  2ti  the  Lady  Laura 
Douglas  had  one  salmon  of  15lb.  :  the  Rev.  Ivor 
Graham,  two  of  231b.  and  221b.,  and  Dr.  Henderson, 
two  salmon,  191b.  and  101b.,  and  one  grilse  of  9lb. 
On  Oct  27  the  Lady  Laura  Dougl  s  caught  two 
salmon,  29lb.  and  151b. ;  and  the  Rev.  Ivor  Graham 
four,  16lb.,  161b  ,  161b.,  and  14ilb.,  and  two  grilse, 
101b.  and  9lb.    On  Oct.  28  Dr.  Henderson  had  three 
salmon,  231b.,  221b.,  and  Kilb.,  and  one  g'ilse,  71b  ; 
the  Rev.  Ivor  Graham,  one  of  221b. ;   the  Lady 
Laura  Douglas,  one  of  221b.    On  Oi;t.  30  Lo  d 
Dunglass  caught  two  salmon,  191b.   and  171b.; 
and    Mr.   William    Forrest,    a    g  ibe    of  9ilb. 
NoRHAM. — On  Ojt.  20  Mr.  R.  Brown  caught  one 
salmon  of  201b.  and  Mr.  Geo.  J.  Crane  a  grilse  of 
91b.     Lees.  —  On  Ojt.   18,  Mr.  Pi-endergest  one 
grilse  of  8Jlb.     Floors.  —  This  water  has  been 
very  little  fished  owing  to  the  recent   death  of 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh's    sister.  On 
Nov.    1  two  salmon  were  caught  at  the  Putt. 
Teviot.— On  Oct.  28,  Mr.  R.  D.  Ormiston,  at  the 
Cottage  stream,  caught  two  salmon,    181b.  and 
161b. ;  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  at  the  Castle  stream,  one 
of  13ib. ;  Mr.  T.  Gibson,  at  Jack's  Plumb,  one  of 
lOJlb.    On  Nov.  1,  at  Jack's  Plumb,  Major  Paton 
one  of    161b.,  and  at  the   Cottage  stream  Mr. 
Nicholson  a  sea-trout  of  4^lb. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  season  closed  on 
Oct.  31  with  the  local  rivers  high  after  the  rain  of 
the  early  part  of  the  week.  A  good  many  city 
anglers  were  out  on  the  Maine,  Kellswater,  Clough, 
Comber,  and  other  streams,  but  as  a  rale  the  baskets 
were  limited,  and  indeed  at  this  time  of  the  year  the 
brown  trout  in  many  rivers  a'.e  not  worth  the 
catching.  The  season  wound  up  on  the  Antrim 
Road  Basin  on  Oct.  30.  On  the  closing  day  the 
rods  out  were  Messrs.  C.  Kennet,  W.  M'Stay,  J.  D. 
Kirke,  J.  A.  Barlowe,  A.  Hamilton,  J.  J.  Loughead, 
and  T.  Diamond.  Only  a  few  small  trout  were 
killed,  the  weather  being  unfavourable  to  a  degree. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Xiongh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel)  — The  waters 
of  Lough  Corrib  are  in  splendid  condilion  for  pike 
fishing  at  present,  and  some  large  ones  were 
captured  last  week.  Colonel  Sir  Howland  Roberta, 
Bart.,  and  Colonel  E.  G.  Lloydd  have  been  staying 
at  this  hotel  during  the  past  fortnight  shooting, 
and  secured  good  bags  of  mixed  game.  The  cock 
are  now  approaching  fast.  Grouse  and  snipe  still 
very  numerous  on  the  moors  Visitors  to  this  hotel 
find  the  shooting  very  good. — Thomas  Naughton 
(Proprietor). 

Hoy,  Xioa^hs  Conn  and  Cnllen  fBallina,  oo. 

Blayo). — Mr.  Cashel,  five  pike,  53lb.,  large-t,  231b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Scott,  seven  pike,  601b.,  largest  22lb. ;  Mr. 
Rowland,  eight  pike,  largest  271b  ;  Mr.  C.  Doyle, 
five  pike,  largest  191b. — Jim  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Iiongli  Dmcg  (Killaloe).  —  Our 
fishing  season  (1905)  was  brought  to  a  close  on 
Oct.  31.  For  the  past  thirty  years  I  do  not 
remember  the  month  of  October  to  have  fished 


so  well,  as  the  following  will  show: — OiJt.  24,  Mr- 
Gordon,  two  grilse,  15lb.  ;  Oct.  2.5,  one  salmon* 
201b.  ;  Oct.  26,  two  salmon,  l.ilb.  and  11  lb.  O  ;t.  26, 
Mr.  Henry,  two  salmon,  341b.  and  lOlb. ;  Oct.  27, 
two  salmon,  I8lb.  and  9lb.,  and  Mr.  Gordon,  one 
grilso,  71b.  Ojt.  2^,  Mr.  Henry,  one  salmon,  18lb  , 
and  three  grilse  of  71b.  each  ;  Mr.  Gordon,  four 
griWe,  9lb.,  8lb  ,  71b..  and  .51b.  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Gordon, 
one  grilse,  81b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligfs. — Wild  and  very  wet  weither  ha? 
been  experienced  since  last  report,  and  sea  fishing 
has  been  at  a  standstill  since  Saturday  last. — T.  J.D. 

Ballycotton. — In  cons3quence  of  very  severe 
weather  no  angling  has  bee.i  done  around  here  for 
some  days  past. — T.  J.  D. 

Baruham-on-CroQcli. — There  has  been  some 
very  good  codlinor,  large  dabs,  and  p  )uting  caught 
in  the  Rivers  Roach  and  C/'Ouch.  Mr.  J.  Hdll, 
fishing  in  the  White  House  Hole  in  the  early  part 
of  the  evening  on  Oct.  28,  caught  some  very  large 
codling  and  dabs.  Harry  Chittocks  told  me  that 
fishing  in  the  Crouch  he  caught,  among  other  good 
fish,  a  pouting  between  21  b.  and  31b.  weight.  The 
Walnam  Green  and  Chelsea  A.S.  menabers  will  fish 
here  on  Nov.  5  a  friendly  match  for  a  supper.  I 
have  made  arrangements  for  boat,  bait,  and  man. 
I  wi-h  there  was  an  earlier  train  down  on  Sundays 
through  the  winter  months,  so  that  the  anglers 
could  get  the  best;  of  the  ebb  tides.  By  present 
arran.;ements  the  earliest  they  can  get  on  the 
fishing  ground  is  noon.  Those  who  corr^e  djwn  on 
Satur Jay  night  will  have  the  better  of  the  fishing 
on  Nov.  5. — J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Bad  weather  has 
brought  sea  angling  to  a  stan  istill. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  strong  N.E.  wind  on  the 
night  of  Oot.  25,  which  made  the  water  quite 
thick,  nothing  particular  was  done  on  O  st.  25  in 
the  way  of  fishing.  On  Oct.  27,  we-te^ly  wind, 
fine,  water  smooth,  decent  fishing  all  round,  and 
seve.'-al  little  lots  of  sprats  landed,  which  came 
in  very  acceptable  for  the  next  day,  which 
was  fine  and  bright  sunshine,  water  in  good 
condition,  and  a  large  number  of  boats  out  and 
good  sport  obtained.  On  Oct.  2 »,  S.W.  wind, 
strong,  with  rain  up  to  midday,  when  the  rain 
and  wind  cleared  away,  and  considering  the  state 
of  the  weather  sport  wa-i  fair.  O  i  O  ;t.  30, 
S.S.W.  wind,  strong,  with  ground  swell  and 
bright  sunshine,  and  low  baromets  r  readings, 
sport  fair  considering  the  state  of  the  weather. 
On  Oct.  31,  strong  breeze,  S.S.W.  wind  and 
Sivell,  nothing  worth  mentioning  with  rod  and  line, 
but  some  good  takes  of  sprats  were  landed  by  drift 
net.  On  Nov.  1,  strong,  hard  wind,  S  S.E.,  a  iew 
local  boats  out  during  low  water,  ranging  fi'om  two 
score  ^mixtures  downwards;  unless  the  wea.ther 
settles  fairly  well  the  prospect  for  fishing  will  not  be 
bright  for  rod  and  line  thia  week-end. — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pter>. — Pier  anglers  have  had  a  rough 
time  of  it  lately,  the  weather  having  proved  very 
cold  and  inclement,  and  no  increased  sport  has 
ensued  to  compensate  them  for  their  inconveniences. 
Though  local  boats  have  recently  landed  with  heavy 
catches  of  herrings  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
sprats,  the  expected  large  codfish  which  usually 
follow  to  feed  upon  those  smaller  species  have 
been  caught  in  fewer  numbers  than  during  the 
few  preceding  weeks.  With  better  weather  we 
hope  the  large  influx  of  anglers  expected  at 
this  week-end  may  find  greatly  enhanced  sport, 
especially  among  the  larger  varieties.  A  fair 
take  was  made  by  most  of  the  pier  fishermen  on 
Oct.  27,  though  the  general  run  of  them  was  small, 
Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar  securing  the  heaviest  fish,  a  codling 
of  4§lb.,  and  Mrs.  Wynne  one  of  3Jlb.  Large 
numoers  of  patrons,  all  of  whose  names  appeared 
in  my  last  week's  report,  were  in  position  on  Oct.  28_, 
and  sport  was  satisfactory  all  round,  overling  hours 
yielding  specially  good  returns.  Additional  pier 
anglers  on  Oct.  29  comprised  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cocks, 
Capt.  and  Mrs.  Edwards,  Mr.  J.  Pickup,  Mr.  H. 
Christopherson,  Mr.  J.  R.  Pickup,  and  Mr.  Leal,  but 
sport  was  not  at  all  brisk  on  that  day,  though  Mr. 
Hard  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  a  heavy  bag 
of  codlings.  Mr.  Waddell's  catch  proved  far  and 
away  the  best  on  Oct.  30,  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Memess, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaaley,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Allison 
Wolf,  Mr.  Tress,  Captain  Dicks,  Mr.  Fritz  Wolff, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugman  and  others  all  obtained  fairly 
good  results.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  joined  forces 
with  the  pier  anglers  on  Oct.  31,  the  weather  at  the 
time  being  very  stormy  and  unpleasant,  yet  Mrs.  C. 
Hugman  hooked  and  landed  a  shapely  91b.  cod,  the 
best  fish  taken  by  that  well-known  lady  angler 
during  her  month's  sojourn  in  this  locality. 
Nov.  1  was  ushered  in  by  strong  south-east  wind 
and  heavy  running  seas,  and  though  a  number  of 
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eathuuists  spent  the  greater  part  of  tha  day  upon 
the  pier,  nothing  of  a  large  size  came  to  hand. — 
J.  R[CflABD30N-  ('B.S.A.S.). 

Dingls. — Na  sea  angling  has  been  done  here  for 
the  past  four  days  owing  to  very  wild  and  wet 
weattier. — T.  J.  D. 

Uema  Ba.y. — Weather  and  water  still  continue 
good,  and  the^e  hive  beea  a  large  number  of  boat^ 
out.  Oa  Ojt  25,  Mijor  B.ine  and  Mr.  Giipper 
had  a  good  catch  of  dabs  and  whiting  while  in 
the  Co^jperas  Channel,  biit^  when  trying  fresh 
grounds  met  with  little  success.  On  Ojt.  29,  the 
Heron  Association  had  an  open  competition, 
when  Mr.  Wheeler  was  then  a  winner  with  a 
mixed  big  of  ab 'ut  101b.  Messrs.  Moss  and 
Whitohurch  had  a  close  fight  for  the  heaviest  dab, 
there  being  only  ^oi.  between  them,  ea^h  having  a 
dab  almost  1  lb.  Mr.  Pressley,  who  arrived  too  late 
to  weigh  in.  hid  some  good  codling  going  over  2lb., 
and  a  dab,  1  lb.  2oz.  Prospects  lor  the  annual 
festivril  look  good.  To-day  (Wednesday,  Nov.  1), 
Mr.  Wheeler  had  thirteen  codling,  weighing  over 
251 3  ,  off  the  rocks,  and  also  some  pouting.  Mr. 
Targett  had  twelve  codling  about  the  same  size  ; 
and  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Pettnan  had  seven  S3ore 
of  dabs,  about  a  s;ore  of  which  were  over  1  lb.  eajh. 
— Joseph  Gripp^b. 

Plymoath. — Fis'iermen  are  doing  well  with  the 
large  pjllick.  There  are  pleaty  of  them  about. 
I  siwsomjvery  fine  ones  on  Oct.  30  that  would 
weigh  abjut  lOlb.  or  121b.  each,  and  they  were  ia 
very  good  condition.  Large  conger  are  about  near 
the  Victual  ing  Yard  and  in  Firestona  Bay ;  they 
are  running  a  good  size,  and  large  hooks  are  required. 
I  was  speaking  to  one  of  our  old  fishermen  to-day, 
and  he  said  he  di  1  not  like  a  g  jff  on  a  handle  so  well 
as  a  large  hake  hook  attached  to  a  stout  piece  of 
rope.  He  said  the  conger  was  apt  to  give  a  twist 
when  you  we  e  hauling  it  over  the  side,  and  with  a 
handle  it  w  ^u'd  often  break,  where  iS  with  a  stout 
pieje  of  rope  he  could  turn  and  twist  as  much  as 
he  likes  as  t  le  rope  turns  with  him  This  seems 
le  isible,  and  I  intend  to  try  it  the  next  chance  I 
have.  He  has  baen  taking  some  of  these  fish  up 
to  islb.  and  201b.  weight.  The  dogfish  are  coming 
in  again,  but  I  trust  they  will  not  stay  as  long  as 
last  "time.  I  am  sure  a  market  could  bo  found  for 
them  by  any  other  nama,  for  they  taste  very  nice 
either  fried  or  grilled.  I  e'xpect  they  are  coming 
after  th?  pilchards  and  herrings  that  visit  us  about 
this  ti  ne  of  the  yeir.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for 
this  month  includes  anchovy,  shad,  herring,  sprat, 
pilchard,  wrasses  in  general,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard, 
sole,  flounder,  dab,  plaice,  marysole,  halibut,  turbot, 
brill,  dory,  surmullet,  coalfish,  hake,  whiting,  cod, 
haJdoclt,  pouting,  ling,  atherine  (smelt),  skate, 
h  )molyn  ray,  sharpnosed  ray,  and  all  shellfish. — 
Willi A.\i  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

&)>aisgace. — Fishing  was  good  during  the  early 
part  o£  the  week,  many  boats  being  out,  the 
catcher  varying  from  four  to  ten  score,  chiefly 
whiting  and  cojling,  and  here  and  there  a  few  nice 
plaice.  Several  anglers  also  did  well  with  whiting 
and  CO  lliug  from  the  Iron  and  West  Piers.  Frooa 
the  harbour  a  few  silver  eels  have  been  taken.  On 
Oat.  29  the  weather  broke,  practically  putting  an 
end  to  all  fishing.  Wind  very  strong,  alm)Sb  a 
gals. — Gp.ey  Mdllett. 

Valencia. — Good  sport  was  being  obtained  here 
at  pollack,  whiting,  etc.,  until  .bad  weather  put  a 
stop  ti  fishing  on  Oct.  22.  Since  then  fishing  of  all 
kinds  has  been  out  of  the  question. — T.  J.  D. 

Waltou-oa-Naze. — Fi  ^hing  ofi  pier  has  been  fairly 
good.  Mr.  A  Cola,  on  Oct.  29,  had  thirteen  cod 
Una.  Urgest,  3lb.  ;  Mr.  G.  Houghton  also  had  twelve 
codling,  besides  other  fish;  C.  Wood  had  a  nice  lot 
of  ti.-h  ;  Mr.  H.  Blewits  has  djne  fairly  well.  Mr, 
Kartell,  with  S.  Bloom,  down  the  backwaters, caught 
a  ni;e  bag  of  fish.  Very  rough  here  to-day  (Wed 
neaday),  blowing  half  a  gale  from  the  north-east, 
Our  next  competition  from  pier.  We Jnesda-y,  Nov.  8 
—J.  li.  RoBmsoN  (B  S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Owing  to  continued  bad  weather 
the  reports  of  anglers  have  been  few  and  far 
between.  Very  little  is  being  done  either  from 
bo  its  or  the  piers.  In  a  competition  held  last  week 
by  the  Weymouth  Albion  Piscatorials  the  catche 
were  veiy  light,  the  best  take  Vjeing  between  51b, 
and  61b.,  mostly  eels.  Small  bass  are  still  bain^ 
taken  in  the  harbour,  and  eels  and  dabs  are  fairly 
plentiful.  Small  codling  are  also  being  caught  in 
the  bay,  but  the  weather  is  too  unsettled  to  venture 
far  out.  PoUiCk  are  plentiful  round  by  the  break 
waters,  but  they  run  rather  small  in  size.  I  saw 
lot  of  John  Dorys  taken  in  the  nets  from  the  beach 
on  Tuesday,  alsj  a  small  red  mullet.  At  present 
propscts  are  none  too  bright,  a  strong  southerly 
gale  blowing,  and  a  tremendous  run  of  water  in  the 
harbour  rn.AKing  fishing  anything  but  pleasant. — 
C.iAS.  J.  B'JS.SELL  (W.A  A.). 


A  CODFI3H  weighing  001b.  was  captured  recently 
ofl  Bay  Bulls,  Newfoundland. 


On^  Tiiursday,  Oct.  26,  tlio  local  water.s  received 
an  addition  of  stock  fish  that  will  in  future  gladden 
the  hearts  of  roach  fishers  in  particular.  Tlu'ough 
the  kindness  of  Lieut.-Col.  L.  Noble,  O.I.Y.,  the 
mall  ornamontal  water  at  Harpsden  Court  was 
netted  by  himself  and  friends— vice-presidents  of 
the  H.F.P.A. — and  the  contents  transferred  to 
Father  Thamss  ;  about  3000  roach,  from  6in.  in 
length  to  about  Jib.  in  weight,  were  secured  ;  also 
few  nice  tench  up  to  about  IJlb.,  a  number  of 
udgeon,  and  two  Exceptionally  large  bleak.  Two 
dozen  pike  from  21b.  to  4ilb.  were  bagged,  but, 
strange  to  relate,  every  one  was  "  seriously  hurt," 
and  as  the  ministrations  of  "  the  priest  "  failed  to 
render  the  patients  fit  for  future  combat,  it  must 
assumed  that  their  ultimate  destination  was  a 
drier  and  distinctly  warmgr  one  than  that  which 
welcomed  their  erstwhile  companions. 

All  Thamss  anglers  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that 
the  H.F.P.A.  has  purchased  1500  rudd  and  150 
large  trout,  which  will  be  turned  into  the  Thames 
in  due  course,  when  weather  conditions  will  allow 
them  to  be  safely  handled,  and  withstand  a  long 
journey. 

These  little  things  cannot  be  carried  through 
without  expense,  and  any  reader  anxious  to  assist 
in  defraying  the  cost  should  write  the  hon.  secretary 
and  enclose  a  donation  or  subscription.  No  offence 
would  be  given,  and  the  receipt  book  is  ever  ready 
to  respond  to  outbursts  of  genero.3ity.  The  hon. 
secretary's  address  is  28,  Hart-street,  Henley-on- 
Thames,  and  his  name  is      A.  Edwabd  Hobbs. 


HBNLEY-ON-THAMBS  FISHERIES' 
PRESERVATION  ASSOCIATION. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES  FROM  BRIGHTON. 


Apart  from  its  being  a  place  of  healthy  amuse- 
ment, the  Brighton  Aquarium  by  slow  but  never- 
theless sure  degrees  is  losing  the  reputation  it  had 
acquired  under  the  regime  of  our  Cons3ript  Fathers 
of  being  an  a'^uarium  practically  without  fish. 
Whilst  Mr.  J.  J.  Sallmayer,  the  present  lessee,  is 
devoting  his  attention  to  the  general  business  side 
of  the  establishment,  the  tanks  and  reptile  house 
have  beea  placed  under  the  charge  of  a  new  curator. 
This  gentleman,  who  has  been  only  recently 
appointed,  has  alreidy  effected  a  great  alteration 
in  the  appearance  of  the  tanks,  and  has  also  made 
numerous  additions  to  the  collection  of  fish  and 
reptiles. 

As  an  enthusiast  on  matters  pisiicultural,  I  am 
glad  to  hear  and  see  that  the  new  curator  i 
imbued  with  the  idea  that  cleanliness  is  as  essential 
for  keeping  fish  in  good  health  as  it  is  for  human 
beings  and  the  remainder  of  the  animal  world. 
The  lines  on  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  conduct 
the  Aquarium — that  is,  so  far  as  the  aquatic  portion 
of  it  is  concerned — is  to  plant  the  tanks  with  marine 
and  fresh-water  growths,  and  to  attempt  to  stock 
them  plentiiully  with  suitable  insect  life. 

One  of  the  finest  groups  of  fish  that  has  been 
on  exhibition  for  many  years  past  is  located  in 
Tank  34,  which  has  been  freshly  gravelled  and 
decorated  with  graceful  clumps  of  long  streaming 
weeds  for  their  reception.  The  fish  in  question  are 
four  trout — 'two  of  the  rainbow  and  two  of  the 
ordinary  English  yellow  variety.  In  the  aggregate 
they  weigh  about  181b.,  and  for  shape  and  colour 
would  be  difficult  to  beat.  The  fish  in  question  were 
presented  to  the  Aquarium  by  Mr.  G.  R.  Bryant,  pro 
prietor  of  the  Itohen  River  Trout  Breeding  Estab- 
lishment at  Chilland,  near  Winchester.  These  mag 
nificent  specimens  of  the  non-  migratory  Salmonidce 
arrived  at  their  new  quarters  last  week,  and  have 
been  greatly  admired  by  the  visitors  to  the  Naval 
Exhibition  now  being  held  at  the  Aquarium. 
Another  generous  donor  to  the  collection  is  Mr 
Douglas  Hall,  of  Burton  Park,  Petsworth,  who  has 
contiibuted  two  brace  and  a  half  of  pike.  I  hear 
also  that  several  noblemen,  including  the  Dukes  of 
Marlborough  and  Norfolk,  are  making  Mr.  Sallmayer 
presents  of  specimen  coarse  fish  from  their  private 
waters,  whilst  other  co.isignments  of  trout  and 
coarse  fish  are  promised. 

Another  interesting  feature  in  connection  with 
the  marine  side  of  the  Aquarium  is  the  formation 
of  a  clam  and  oyster  bed.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  to 
the  contrary,  this  is  the  first  time  in  its  history  that 
the  executive  of  the  building  have  tried  their  hand 
at  rearing  bivalves  Those  which  have  been  laid 
down  for  the  purposes  of  this  experiment — and  on 
it  depends  a  good  deal — are  white  sand  and  mud 
clams,  and  Rockaway,  Blue  Point,  Lynnhaven,  and 
Potomac  oyste  s.  They  hail  from  the  United  States, 
and  were  sent  over  to  ascertain  whether  the  whole 
or  any  of  them  will  sucseed  here.  Unfortunately, 
several  hard  crabs  which  were  packed  in  the  same 
bfrrel  as  the  clams  and  the  oysters  succumbed  en 
roUL^.    The  crab  in  question  is  a  very  gorgeously- 


coloured  creature,  and  would  have  made  a  very 
desirable  addition  to  the  Crustacea  on  view  in  the 
tanks. 

Although  the  sea  has,  to  use  a  local  term,  been 
altogether  too  stark,  that  is,  clear  for  big  fi-sh,  and 
there  have  been  very  poor  catches  for  the  netsm'Jn, 
the  whitebait  have  run  in  in  huge  shoals,  and 
following  them  there  has  been  a  visitation  of 
mackerel,  the  like  of  which  for  numbers  ha-i  not 
been  known  along  this  part  of  the  south  coast  for 
nearly  a  score  of  yea  s  past.  O.i  O  :t.  2s  two 
anglers,  just  off  the  beach,  between  thern  t  )ok 
with  rod  and  line  about  two  huodred.  These  fisn 
were  transferred  to  the  mackerel  and  herrin,^  tank 
at  the  Aquarium,  and  make,  as  they  s  vim  round 
and  round  the  big  rock  in  the  centre,  an  exceed- 
ingly pretty  spectacle.  Mr.  J.  .1.  Sallmayer  inform i 
me  that  this  is  the  only  shoal  of  these  two  fish  on 
view  at  any  aquarium  in  t  lis  country. 

At  the  moment  of  writing,  the  waves  are  running 
in  like  miniature  mountains  of  liquid  mud.  The 
few  anglers  who  have  been  oa  the  two  piers  have 
had  fair  sport  among  the  codling,  of  which  the 
biggest  weighed  4lb.      A  Long.shobs  Lounge?.. 


JlssociaHotts,  etc. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  SociETir. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  th  inks  the 
receiptof  £2  Os  ,  Walham Green  A.S.  ;  £2,  Bostonian 
A.S.  ;  £1  3s.,  South  Bermondsey  A.S.  ;  and  £2  lOi., 
Trafalgar  A.S.,  Brighton.  All  arrangements  for  the 
competition  at  Richmond  on  Nov.  12  are  well  in 
hand,  and  the  applications  for  prizes  have  met 
with  fair  response,  but  there  is  still  plenty  of  room 
on  the  list.  I  would  again  remind  those  clubs 
who  have  not  yet  taken  up  A.B.S.  tickets  of  the 
Carlton  Cup. — W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley  road, 
Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  A^jgling  Society. 

Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  at  our  ordinary  meeting 
on  Oct.  25.  The  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  announced 
the  result  of  the  draw  of  the  third  round  for  the 
club  cup.  A  gentleman  previously  nominated  for 
membership  was  balloted  for  and  elected;  and 
after  sundry  matters  of  business  had  been  di<po-ed 
of,  the  meeting  closed  with  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman.  There  are  a  good  many  entries  for  the 
"  sides"  match  at  Mario w  on  Nov.  12,  and  members 
who  havenot  already  sen  tin  their  namas  are  requested 
to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  Arrangements  will  be 
made  for  a  reserved  through  carriage  on  the  train 
leaving  Paddington  at  8.40  a.m.,  and  Westbourne 
Park,  8.43.  This  last  week-end,  those  who  visited 
the  Harefield  portion  of  the  society's  water,  enjoyed 
fair  sport.  Mr.  Sage  had  jack,  Mr.  Yarham,  dice 
and  perch,  Mr.  Braddick,  perch,  and  Messrs.  Bla- 
grave and  Rodbur,  roich,  Mr.  Cracknell,  however, 
had  the  best  show  of  fish,  a  nice  lot  of  roach  (be^t, 
1  lb.  5oz.).— E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
An  overflowing  attendance — taxing  to  the  utter- 
most the  spacious  accommodation  at  Mason's 
Hall — made  the  "social  supper"  of  Tuesday  last 
a  grand  success,  Mr.  R  ibert  Snare  presiding  with 
conspicuous  ability.  A  capital  menu — which  left 
nothing  to  be  desired — having  been  discussed,  the 
tables  were  cleared,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  a  choice  musical  programme, 
arranged  under  the  skilful  direction  of  Messrs. 
A.  W.  Parker  and  E.  H.  Cox.  It  is  impossible  (in 
short  space)  to  do  justice  to  the  splendid  talent 
displayed,  both  vocal  and  instrumental.  Madame 
Clara  Dowle  was  simply  superb  in  her  rendering  of 
"  Lo,  hear  the  gentle  lark "  (Bishop),  with  flute 
obligate  by  Mr.  Maliphant,  other  items  by  this 
charming  vocalist  being  equally  successful; 
"Reminiscences  of  England"  (instrumental),  by 
Messrs.  Hall,  Cox,  Maliphant,  and  Parker,  was  very 
fine ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  and  Mr.  B.  B.  Barrett 
were  equally  noteworthy  in  a  lovely  trio  by 
Rossini,  "  La  Biancha  Luna,"  and  we  must  not 
omit  Mrs.  Hall's  playing  in  the  violin  solo  by 
Dancla — it  was  very  fine ;  whilst  the  singing  of  Miss 
Edith  Mcintosh  was  delightful.  Of  the  male 
artists,  Messrs.  Wilson,  Standon,  Reeves,  and 
Merritt  each  in  their  own  way  contributed  some 
very  successful  songs,  all  of  them  being  greatly 
applauded.  The  toasts  included "  The  King," 
"C.L.P.S.,"  "The  Press,"  capitally  responded 
to  by  Mr.  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak  "  of  the  People) 
and  "Dragnet"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  "Visitors 
and  Ladies"  (to  which  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley  fehci- 
tously  responded),  "  The  Artists,"  and  "  Tne  Chair- 
man," the  latter  with  "musical  honours,"  the 
National  Anthem  concluding  the  very  successful 
entertainment.  Will  members  kindly  note  that  on 
Tuesday  next  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  will  read  a  paper, 
which,  from  past  experience  of  the  author,  is  sure 
to  be  a  good  one. — Hon.  Sec. 
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Gkesham  Anqlino  Society. 

A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  at  the  society's 
room  on  Tuesday  last,  with  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  in  the 
chair.  Not  the  least  enjoyable  part  of  these 
meetings  is  the  impromptu  discussion  which  arises 
from  the  narration  of  some  incident  which  has 
occurred  to  one  of  those*  present  while  on  some 
angling  excursion.  The  crayfish  wa^  under  notice 
this  week,  and  some  useful  knowledge  was  added 
to  our  stock.  The  clubroom  looked  particularly 
bright,  flnd  cheerful  now  that  our  angling  trophies, 
cleaned  and  rearranged,  agaia  adorn  its  walls. 
The  fiohing  reports  were  very  poor,  only  a  few  small 
perch,  jack,  and  chub  having  been  taken.  It  was, 
however,  reported  later  in  the  evening  that  a 
mennber,  whose  name  did  not  transpire,  had  a 
capital  mixed  bag  on  the  Lea,  several  roach  of  over 
IJlb  and  some  goodchub  being  amongst  itscontents. 
Mr.  F.  A  Gray  presented  the  society  with  a  copy  of 
the  "Trent  Otter's"  bo  )k  on  coarse  fish,  a  courtesy 
for  which  he  was  appropriately  thankefl.  There 
will  be  a  committee  meeting  held  on  Nov.  7  at 
seven  prompt;  the  ordinary  meeting  will  follow  at 
eight,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  then  be 
recorded  an  account  of  splendid  takes  of  cod,  etc., 
in  the  Daal  outing  of  Nov.  4  and  (i. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Anoltno  Society. 

At  the  meetins;  of  the  society  on  Nov.  1  Mr.  F.  J. 
Hiidd  presided  over  a  large  gathering.  Five  addi- 
tional cases  came  to  hand  from  the  "Cooperage," 
including  a  Blaodon  trout  of  CJlb.,  taken  by  Mr.  G 
Westrup,  and  .eet  up  in  a  very  novel  and  effective 
manner.  Mr.  Till  has  weighed  in  a  nice  pike  of 
141b.  loz.,  and  Mr.  Linsdell  and  Mr.  Dunn  have 
taken  some  good  flounders  from  Leigh.  The 
members  regretted  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Alex.  Smith,  an  old  member,  who  took  a  deal  of 
interest  in  the  society.  A  vote  of  sympathy  was 
passed,  and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  convey 
this  to  his  widow.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
and  our  usual  toast  closed  the  meeting  — G.  R. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting.  The  "  member  of  the  evening  "  was 
unquestionably  Mr.  Hugh  T.  Sheringham,  who 
had  had  wonderful  sport  with  salmon  in  North 
Wales.  During  a  holiday  in  the  Principalif.y 
he  had  killed  no  fewer  than  eleven  fish  with 
fly  aad  spoon,  the  respective  weights  being  as 
follows:  mb.,  IGJlb.  (two).  IGlb.  (two).  14Jlb.,  I2lb., 
101b.,  7Jlb.  {two),  and  4Mb.  Mr.  Sheringham's 
fortune  was  the  more  accentuated  and  remarkable 
seeing  that  an  exceedingly  small  number  of  fish 
h'xd  been  taken  by  previous  visito'o  the  whole 
season  through.  Naturally,  the  successful  angler 
received  many  hearty  congratulations  on  his 
capital  sport.  Mr.  E.  V.  D  miell  reported  that 
shortly  before  the  close  of  the  season  he  took 
a  fine  trout  at  Newbury  of  3jlb.,  the  heaviest 
killed  this  year  on  the  society's  waters  there. 
On  the  Itchen  Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown  and  A.  C. 
Poole  did  little  with  the  grayling,  owing  to  the 
unsettled  weather  and  the  gale  which  prevailed 
at  the  week-end.  The  fishing  on  the  Uxbridge 
water  lias  been  uncommonly  bad  for  weeks  past, 
80  that  little  news  came  to  hand  f  om  this  quarter, 
the  only  item  of  interest  being  that  Mr.  Forster 
Hnrdy  had  caught  another  pike  there.  The 
annual  supper,  under  its  new  mine  of  "h>use 
dinner,"  will  be  held  at  the  H  dborn  Restaurant  on 
Monday,  Nov.  27,  and  the  usual  musical  entertain- 
ment will  follow  the  negotiation  of  the  menu.— 
Hon.  Sec. 


PFovineial  flnglitig  ]lotes 

miist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


F^iO?^A  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  had  somd  graad  we  ither  at  the  end  of  la;t 
week,  and  on  O  t.  28  and  2.)  a  good  nunober  of  our 
members  tu  ned  out.  It  was  splendid  on  Sunday 
morning  but  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a 
change  look  plaoe  and  we  had  a  very  hjavy  tall  of 
rain,  whi;;h  extended  all  over  the  Midlands.  Since 
then  tlie  rain  has  fallen  at  intervals,  and  we  have 
had  a  north  east  wind.  Several  clubs  were  out  on 
Oct.  2  )  fishirig  bye  contests,  but  very  little  has  been 
done.  The  Han  Isworth  Lion  club  fished  a  co.atest 
at  St  :n  port — two  hours  in  the  canal  and  two  hours 
in  the  Severn.  The  canal  was  fished  in  nice  weather, 
but  the  heavy  rain  spoilt  the  fishing  in  the  river. 
Mr.  T.  Wells  was  the  chief  prize  winner.  This  club 
wdl  hoi.  I  another  contest  in  November.  The  Ba'^chus 
club  are  due  at  Kingswood  on  Nov.  5  to  fi  ih  a  bye 
contest.  Pitce  fishermen  have  been  near  and  far; 
some  have  met  with  success,  but  owing  to  the  want 
of  rain  and  the  clearness  of  the  rivers  sport  has 
been  tame.    A  pike  of  61b.  was  taken  last  week 


from  the  canal  at  Alrewas  by  a  member  of  the 
St.  Paul's  club.  This  canal  is  being  looked  after, 
and  fish  are  plentiful.  Things  have  been  quiet 
Moseley  way  lately,  but  a  pike  of  71b.  was 
taken  last  week  from  the  Old  Pool.  Ve"y  little  has 
been  done  on  the  New  Pool.  Sm  ill  pike  have  been 
taken  from  the  Sutton  Park  Po  )l3.  The  best  pike 
of  the  week  taken  from  local  waters  was  one  of 
lOJlb.,  taken  from  Harborne  Riservoir  by  Mr. 
Haynes  of  Selly  Oik.  Tho  Avon  has  been  visjted. 
This  river  is  1  )w  and  fine,  but  the  pike  a-e  on  th"* 
move ;  the  best  of  the  week  that  I  have  heard  of  is 
one  of  15lb.,  taken  from  Chadbury.  Very  little  has 
been  done  at  Evesham,  Fladbury,  Wyre,  Pershore 
or  Bidf  ird,  but  a  few  small  fish  have  been  taken  at 
Defford.  The  Trent  is  low  and  fine;  owing  to  this 
sport  has  been  below  the  average,  but  chub  and 
da?e  have  be3n  rising  at  the  fly.  Canal  fishing  has 
been  ()uiet,  as  our  membsrs  who  are  partial  to  this 
kind  of  fishing  d  >  not  care  to  .sit  down  for  any 
length  of  time  during  the  cold  weather.  The 
lecture  given  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Brown  at  the  Hands- 
worth  Lion  club  was  very  well  patDni^ed  and 
much  appreciated.  He  has  promised  another 
lecrure,  illustrated,  in  the  near  future.  We  have 
gjt  six  new  clubs  applying  for  affiliation  to  our 
association.  The  Birminijham  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  are  about  to  visit  a  large  number  of  clubs 
during  the  winter  months. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  in  the  Fen  district  have  achieved  no  very 
brilliant  things  during  the  pa<t  week.  Roach 
fishing,  ho.vever,  has  undergme  an  improvement, 
and  with  milder  weather  prevailing  more  rods  have 
been  out  Paste  baits  have  lad  to  the  capture  of 
sundry  dishes  of  red  fins,  bo'h  on  the  Witham  and 
Glen.  From  the  first-named  water — Langriok  way 
— several  specimens  weighing  upwards  of  lib. 
were  taken  during  the  week-e.id.  The  majority  of 
anglers,  however,  liave  been  in  quest  of  pike,  and 
the  trolling  rods  at  work  betweeji  Kirkatead  and 
Dogdyke  have  fared  very  well,  although  few  fish 
have  exceeded  51b.  or  61b  apiece.  The  pike  taken 
from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  hive  also 
run  rather  s  nail,  with  the  exception  of  a  brace 
killed  by  one  rod  on  Oct.  23  in  Hacconby  Fen,  and 
which  together  weighed  I't^lb.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  the  weather  was  condicive  to  successful 
roach  fisliing,  and  if  it  continues  I  shall  have 
better  newi  to  report  next  week. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  heavy  downpours  of  rain  during 
the  past  week  in  this  district,  wliich  has  caused  all 
our  local  waters  to  be  bankful,  and,  owing  to  dead 
leaves  and  floating  debris,  river  fishing  has  been  out 
of  the  question.  A  few  roach  of  decent  size  have  been 
secured  in  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  pike-fijshing  with 
live  bait  has  been  practised  with  a  fair  amount  of 
success,  but  until  the  waters  subside  somewhat  and 
the  weather  becomss  more  settled,  little  sport  of  any 
description  will  be  met  with  in  the  River  Hull,  for  at 
present  the  tidal  waters  are  entirely  out  of  condition. 
From  the  top  ponds  of  the  Market  Weighton  Canal 
both  pike  and  roach  were  taken  last  week-end,  but 
this  week  so  far  very  few  anglers  have  ventured  out 
far  afield,  the  climatic  conditions  not  being  at  all 
favourable  The  Progressiv-e  A.  A.  held  their  annual 
meeting  last  week,  and  elected  their  executive  for 
next  season — Mr.  H.  Hilken  being  elected  to  the 
presidential  chair ;  Mr.  H.  Eggott  to  the  vice- 
chair  :  Mr.  W.  F.  Noble,  treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  W. 
Eggott,  Hon.  secretary.  The  Hull  City  Corporation 
A.C.  will  hold  their  annual  dinner  at  headquarters 
oii  Nov.  10.  On  Oct.  27  another  angling  association 
was  inaugurated  in  Hull,  called  the  Albemarle  A.  A., 
w'nose  headquarters  are  in  Wright-street,  with  Mr. 
W.  Smith  as  hon.  secretary. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  is  a  most  aggravating  stream  ;  just 
when  you  expect  a  good  tims  it  gets  into  flood  and 
disappoints  its  patrons.  This  week  the  report  says, 
"  Still  too  much  water,  but  is  now  fining  down." 
Liverpool,  as  ii.sual,  at  this  time  of  the  year  is  a 
busy  centre.  On  Oct.  29  the  City  club  were  at 
Chester  for  one  of  their  many  enjoyable  outings. 
The  Nelson  A.S.  at  Chester  did  not  get  the  best 
of  sport ;  Mr.  J.  Wood,  however,  secured  the  first 
place,  and  the  aggregate  for  the  season,  i  The  Kirk- 
dalo  anglers  report  the  weighing  in  of  a  specimen 
roach,  8oz.,  wliich,  no  doubt,  for  the  water  is  a 
specimen.  Mr.  Reynolds  is  credited  with  a  splendid 
catch  of  roach,  16pb.  On  Nov.  4  the  Dixon  Green 
anglers  are  having  a  "  bust,"  and  will  congratulate 
each  other  on  succes-ses  during  the  past  season. 
For  really  good  fishing  in  any  canal  go  to  the  Poynter 
and  Bridgwater  canals,  for  both  are  worth  a  visit. 
Tho  Gilnow  Anglers  did  not  get  any  very  groat 
results  in  their  recent  match,  when  Mr.  Wenlock 
s  jcured  the  first  prize. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  leading  item  of  interest  in  this  city  for  this 
week  was  the  presentation  of  the  Bridgwater  Chal- 
lenge Shield  to  the  Moss  Side  Socials  on  Oct.  30. 
No  club  ever  deserved  to  win  this  coveted  trophy 
more  than  they  did,  for  they  are  sportsmen  to  tho 
uttermost.  Their  headquarters  are  without  doubt 
of  the  best,  and  on  this  occasion  were  packed  simply 
right  out  to  the  doors.  Space  forbids  a  dotaih  d 
account  of  the  proceedings,  but  after  Captain  Clynn 
had  the  shield,  Secretary  Hawkins,  the  illuminated 
certificate,  Mr.  A.  Lawson  Harkness  had  a  duplicate 
certificate  handed  to  him  for  yeoman  services 
rendered  by  him  ip  the  interests  of  sport.  The  Wost 
Salford  A.  A.  are  honouring  Guy  Fawkes  by  a  special 
meeting  at  the  Swan,  Weaste,  and  hope  for  a  very 
good  attendance.  It  is  many  years  since  so  many  of 
our  city  rods  turned  out  in  bad  weather,  but  thny 
are  simply  swarming  the  country  in  search  of  sport. 
Pike  and  grayling  fishing  have  apparently  caught  cyi. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  extraordinary  st  ite  of  the  Trent  is  the  subject 
of  general  comment  in  aogling  cir  lies.  Never, 
perhaps,  was  the  river,  for  November,  .so  low  or 
clear  as  at  the  period  of  writing.  Many  old  anglers, 
in  conversation  with  your  corre'pondent,  aver  that 
they  will  not  go  out  again  until  a  substantial  chang-^ 
has  taken  place.  A  i  ise  of  between  three  and  four 
feet  would  do  a  power  of  good  as  regards  improving 
sport  all  round.  Coarse  fiih  seem  to  ignore  the 
worm  almo^  entirely,  and  they  will  do  pending  an 
alteration.  At  Shardlow  last  Saturday,  Mr.  H. 
Atkinson,  of  the  Wellington  Society,  secured  an 
exceptional  bag  of  chub  with  pith  and  brains  ;  and 
a  fine  fellow  of  41b.  5 Joz.  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Archie 
T.  Taylor,  of  West  Bridgfjrd.  Few  pike  are 
being  got  on  the  fishery,  and  these  fiih  will 
not  make  for  the  backwaters  until  the  river 
has  been  well  flushed  out  by  rain.  On  the 
lower  waters  sport  has  prin  ipally  been  con- 
fined to  chub,  which  have  shown  a  preference  for 
pith  and  greaves.  Mr.  T.-  Foster  haj  excelled  in 
the  Hazleford  district,  and  heavy  creels  have  come 
from  Hoveringhim  and  Holme  Pierrepont.  On  the 
former  length  a  little  timj  ago,  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  of  the 
Wellington  Society,  had  a  good  take  of  pike  with 
the  live-bait,  two  of  the  qu  irry  weighing  a  stone. 
Miggot  fishers  have  caught  dace  an  I  roa  h,  especi- 
ally in  the  deep  runs  off  Colwi  ;k.  The  Notts  Con- 
servators to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  have  been 
aopointed  as  follows:  Earl  Manners,  and  Messrs. 

G.  S.  Foljambe,  J.  R.  Starkey,  C.  W.  Wright,  and 
W.  E.  Denison. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  latter  part  of  last  week  the  weather  was 
very  suitable  for  angling,  and  although  the  water 
was  full  of  leaves  a  good  few  rods  were  out,  and 
sonxe  good  sport  had  among  the  chub  and  grayling. 
The  former  have  taken  blood  and  brains  and 
cheese  paste  freely,  and  in  the  Teme  they  have 
taken  the  maggot.  Mr.  F.  Miller  caught  six  weighing 
9Hb.,  H.  Jones  nine  fish  weighing  lOjlb.,  and  Mr. 
Avery  12|lb.,  one  fish  weighing  21b.  3ioz.  Several 
members  of  the  City  club  were  after  the  grayling 
on  the  Teme.  Fly  fishing  was  tiresome  on  account 
of  the  leaves,  still  some  fishable  water  was  found, 
but  the  most  fish  were  caught  with  the  maggot. 
Mr.;H.  Probert,  on  Mr.  Hughes'  water  at  Lindridge, 
creeled  ten  and  a  half  braca,  some  of  them  very 
fine  specimens  ;  Mr.  Hughes  caught  four  and  a  half 
brace.  On  Mr.  Higgs'  water,  near  Wooferton,  Mr. 
Sid  Knight  had  three  brace,  and  Mr.  H.  Turner 
landed  seven  and  a  half  brace  of  beautiful  fish,  some 
over  1  lb  each,  and  several  others  had  a  nice  lot  of 
dace.  Some  fair  sport  among  the  coarse  fish  has 
been  had  in  the  Severn,  stewed  wheat,  paste,  and 
the  small  red  worm  being  used  as  baits.  Many  had 
good  catches,  the  best  being  H.  Smith,  61b.  of  roach ; 

H.  Morris,  twenty-five  roach  ;  J.  Reddings,  twenty- 
eight  roach  and  dace.  Pike  fishing  has  been  good  so 
far  as  numbers  go,  but  they  have  run  very  small, 
only  two  over  41b.  are  reported,  and  most  of  them 
taken  with  live  baits. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Copious  rains  have  fallen  this  week  in  the  North 
of  England,  and  consequently  the  aspect  of  things 
from  an  angling  point  of  view  changed.  Reports 
have  less  to  say  about  streams  running  low  and 
clear,  and  are  characterised  by  more  hopeful  tones. 
The  week-end  fishing  should  yield  satisfactory 
results.  Coarse  fish  have  been  very  scarce  below 
Northallerton,  while  above  that  place,  owing  to 
pike,  they  were  not  plentiful  either.  At  Morton 
Bridge,  where  anglers  have  been  doing  well,  the 
Swale  had  got  out  of  condition,  but  the  rains  had 
greatly  improved  matters.  Bedale  Beck  had  run 
so  low  that  fishing  was  only  possible  on  the  deeps. 
The  same  remark  will  apply  to  the  Ure  in  the 
Boroughbridge  district.  'The  nuisance  of  floating 
leaves  has  been  largely  dispelled  by  the  rising 
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waters.  The  improvement  in  grayling  fishing  on  the 
Wharfe  has  been  maintained.  At  the  present  time 
these  fi-sh  are  at  their  very  best.  Recently  'Mr.  J.  W. 
Grassham  experienced  another  record  day  on  the 
Lower  Wharfe,  basketing  thirty-nine,  all  with  the 
maggot,  and  later,  at  Arthington,  he  and  his  son 
had  a  good  daj-,  six  of  the  fish  cauglit  weighing 
5lb.  Some  nice  catches  of  roach  and  pike  by  local 
anglers  are  recorded.  The  biggest  roach  may  be 
taken  about  now,  and  the  light  ledger  should  be 
used,  casting  a?  quietly  as  possible  with  the  finest 
tackle.  Many  anglers  will  be  interested  to  learn 
that  the  Earl  of  Harewood  is  considering  the 
qxiestion  of  restrocking  with  trout  his  length  of  the 
Wharfe  which  joins  up  to  the  Leeds  Amalgamation 
water.  The  Xational  Federation  of  Anglers  have 
taken  up  the  case  of  the  Sheffield  anglers  who  were 
prosecuted  by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  for 
fishing  in  a  dam  without  a  licence.  The  magistrates 
dismissed  the  case  because  the  dam  is  an  artificial 
reservoir,  although  it  is  supplied  by  a  brook  over 
which  the  Board  have  control.  Tlie  Board  appeal 
against  this  decision.  The  Federation,  in  the 
interests  of  anglers  generally,  are  instructing 
counsel  for  the  defence. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Bad  weather  has  been  experienced  throughout 
the  country  since  last  notes,  thunderstorms  alter- 
nating with  gales.  Heavy  rain  fell  on  several  daj's, 
and  the  majority  of  the  rivers  are  now  in  high  fiood. 
Salmon  are  making  their  way  to  the  spawning 
grounds  in  many  districts,  and  in  a  few  places  those 
fish  are  already  on  the  spawning  beds.  Winter 
bailiffs  have  been  already  appointed  in  many  dis- 
tricts for  looking  after  the  spawning  fLsh,  and  on 
the  Cummeragh,  the  principal  spawTiing  river  in  the 
Waterville  district,  parties  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary will  be  stationed  at  Dromid  Lodge  and 
Derria^na  Lodge  to  aid  the  bailiffs  in  protecting  the 
spawning  fish  later  on.  Sea  angling  has  been 
brought  to  a  standstill  everywhere  by  the  bad 
weather,  but  will  be  resumed  at  many  stations  when 
the  weatlier  and  water  conditions  again  become 
favourable.  Previous  to  the  break  good  sport  was 
being  had  at  various  fish,  especially  at  those  stations 
situated  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  At  time  of  writing 
the  weather  has  become  fine,  though  it  still  bears  a 
rather  unsettled  appearance. 

NoKTH  OF  Ireland. 

The  season  closed  all  over  the  North  of  Ireland 
on  Oct.  31.  The  closing  lOrtnight  was  marked  by 
low  water  almost  everywhere.  In  the  closing  three 
days  the  rain  came  down,  but  too  late  to  be  of  any 
service.  I  sincerely  regret  to  record  the  death  of 
Mr.  C.  G.  B.  Kennedy,  J. P.,  Mullantean,  Stewarts- 
town,  which  took  place  there  on  Oct.  29.  He  was 
an  expert  and  enthusiastic  fly  fisher,  and  a  fine  shot 
in  cover  or  on  moor.  He  inclined  more  to  the 
gentle  art,  and  was  one  of  the  finest  exponents  of 
black  fly  fishing  that  I  ever  knew.  The  death  is 
greatly  regretted.  A  simple  country  gentleman,  he 
had  a  common  lineage  with  the  Marquises  of  Ailsa 
and  the  gentle  Baillies  of  Scotland,  once  the  rulers 
of  that  country.  There  is  no  river  in  the  North 
worse  treated  than  the  Sixmilewater  in  the  matter 
of  pollution.  It  is  not  a  salmon  river,  nor  was  it 
frequented  by  salmon  in  the  days  of  its  pristine 
purity  ;  but  it  produces  the  very  best  type  of  brown 
trout — a  short,  thick  fellow,  who  fights  till  the  last 
gasp,  and  of  whom  you  are  not  sure  until  he  is  safely 
basketed.  The  river  in  certain  places  is  so  much 
polluted  that  it  is  a  wonder  there  are  trout 
left  in  it  at  all,  and  it  Ls  only  the  presence  of  some 
small  burns  which  saves  the  fisli  from  annihilation. 
Quite  recently  a  splendid  trout  was  taken  from  the 
river  in  a  dying  condition.    It  sealed  olb.  2oz. 


Sea  and  Inland  Fisheries  in  Ireland. — The 
report  on  the  sea  and  inland  fisheries  of  Ireland 
for  1904  shows  that  the  quantity  of  sea  fish  landed 
on  the  Irish  coast  last  year  was  greater  than  that 
in  any  other  year  for  which  records  exist.  Prices 
were  not  so  good  as  in  1903,  and  the  general  result 
of  the  year's  working  totalled  £393,630,  which  was 
about  £34,000  less  than  in  1903.  It  is  unfortunate 
for  the  fishermen  that  with  a  capture  which  for  the 
last  five  years,  with  one  exception,  has  been  steadily 
increasing,  prices,  except  in  the  case  of  prime 
classes  of  fish,  should  not  maintain  the  high  level 
of  former  years.  It  is  not  the  increased  catch  on 
the  Irish  coast  that  has  affected  the  markets,  because 
improved  facilities  for  distribution  have  extended 
the  area  of  demand  in  England,  and  in  consequence 
the  markets  of  this  country  absorb  a  supply  so  great 
as  to  be  little  affected  by  fluctuations  in  the  Irish 
catch.  The  real  cause  is  a  general  cheapening  of 
fish  by  the  enormous  quantities  brought  by  fishing 
steam-srs  from  Iceland,  Faroe,  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
the  North  Sea,  and  even  from  the  West  of  Ireland, 
ani  landed  in  English  ports. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


There  were  many  faces  present  in  Fetter-lane 
on  Nov.  1  familiar  enough  to  the  angling  fraternity, 
though  seldom  teen  at  the  meetmgs  of  this  society. 
They  represented  the  sister  branch  of  the  sport — 
the  fresh- water  angler.  Mostly,  they  were  well- 
known  members  of  the  Piscatorial,  Gresham,  and 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Societies.  "  John  Bioker- 
dyke"  was  there,  and  many  votaries  of  the  sport, 
both  old  and  young — veterans  and  neophytes — and 
had  come  to  discuss  the  merits  of  "  Fresh-water 
Angling  "  versus  "  Sea  Angling."  Mr.  Horace 
Brown,  the  president  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  for 
tlie  one,  and  Mr.  C.  O.  Minohin,  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
committee,  for  the  other. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cjuk  ("John  Biokerdyke")  was  a 
chairmin  quite  unique.  The  lists  thus  prepared, 
the  battle  was  to  have  raged — but,  lo  ! — those  who 
had  come  to  curse  remained  to  bless,  and  it  was 
very  soon  evident  that  wherevec-  true  sportsman 
meets  true  sportsman,  a  very  large  measure  ot 
agreement  must  ensue,  yet  the  courage  of  opinion 
was  not  lacking. 

The  chairman,  in  introducing  Mr.  Brown  to  the 
meeting,  welcomed  the  presence  of  so  many  fresh- 
water anglers,  and  declared  his  love  for  both 
branches,  and  felt  himself,  as  it  were,  placed  between 
husband  and  wife.  As  an  old  fly-fisner  he  was  fond 
of  the  fresh- water  and  very  fond  of  ttie  sea  angling 
— when  salmon  were  out  of  order  what  better  than 
a  recourse  to  the  latter. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  forensic  style,  pointed  out  that  this 
was  a  friendly  aution,  and  was  quite  prepared  to 
hear  from  his  Ijrdship  in  the  chair  that  the  case 
might  easily  be  settled  out  of  court.  He  should  be 
quite  contented  with  costs.  For  did  not  the 
votaries  of  both  meet  at  many,  nearly  all,  points, 
just  as  the  sweet  water  stream  always  runs  down 
and  meets  the  salt,  and  the  sea  runs  up  its  estuaries 
to  join  it.  But  closa  relationship  did  not  always 
live  in  amity.  The  old  lady  describing  a  slanging 
she  had  experienced  from  auother,  said — "  She  did 
speak  nasty,  she  mighc  have  been  a  relation."  He 
then  sketched  the  *'  dry-fly  '  artist  with  hi;  delicate, 
soft,  skilled  touch,  and  trained  appreciation  of  the 
beauty  in  nature  always  confronting  him.  His 
skilled  pursuit  of  a  quarry  with  who^e  hdbits  he  was 
familiar,  in  haunts  he  had  long  studied  and  learned, 
the  thrilling  moments  when  the  fish  being  hookeJ 
he  had  to  be  safely  landed,  when  every  wile  that 
long  experience  had  taught  him  had  to  be  practised. 
Though  one  fish  might  have  been  taken,  yea,  even 
it  the  one  fish  had  escaped — had  not  the  instinct  of 
true  sport  been  gratified.  Fresh- water  angling  again 
was  an  ancient  cult  and  rejoiced  in  a  long  list  ot  its 
honoured  votaries,  Izaak  Walton  at  their  head. 

Pei  sonally,  he  had  no  experience  of  sea  angling, 
his  conception  of  it  was  that  it  could  not  compare 
with  its  older  brother.  The  sea  angler,  not  the  sea 
fisher,  appeared  to  him  as  a  nice  growing  boy  'tis 
true,  and  only  those  who  have  the  true  instinct 
can  feel  the  unwritten  laws  of  sport,  but 
he  cannot  equal  the  dry-fly  artist  as  painted 
by  Izaak  Walton,  the  father  of  the  craft.  It  is 
true  that  each  appeals  to  a  different  type  of 
man — the  one  to  the  gentle  and  placid,  one  content 
with  his  .stroll  along  the  bank,  his  hours  in  the  punt, 
or  a  boat  on  the  smooth  lake  ;  while  the  strenuous 
man  sallies  forth  under  much  discomfort  to  en- 
counter rough  water,  sea  sickness,  great  uncertainty 
of  results,  heavier  expense.  True  that  he  catches 
enormous  weight  of  fish,  but  how  ?  A  21b.  lump 
of  lead,  stout  lines,  and  with  coarse  tackle. 
But,  he  contended,  numbers  and  weight  should  not 
count.  Tlie  amount  of  the  capture  should  indeed 
reckon  as  a  very  secondary  matter  to  that  of  the 
method  applied. 

Mr.  Minchin  replied,  giving  a  full  measure  of 
approval  to  what  had  been,  at  one  time,  his  favourite 
sport.  D  y  fly  work,  he  considered,  was  certainly  a 
game  of  skill,  depending  mainly  upon  a?ute  eye- 
sight, and  involving  the  putting  in  of  much  work 
educating  the  fish  sought  for  into  a  close  ao- 
(juaintdn'  e  with  every  fly  in  your  book,  so  that 
he  won't  take  them,  falling  at  the  last  a  vir-tim  to  a 
natural  bait.  Mr.  Brown's, remarks  amply  proved 
that  he  had  no  acquaintance  with  sea  angling, 
a  modern  form  of  sport.  He  a=sured  him  that  no 
2lb.  lumps  of  lead-cable  lines  and  coarse  heavy 
tackle  formed  part  of  the  outfit  of  the  modern  sea 
angler.  One-ounce  loads  and  fine  tackle  were  used 
f^trong  because  they  had  to  hold  heavy  and  fighting 
fish,  but  not  therefore  heavy.  If  Mr.  Brown  would 
go  to  sea  with  his  light  fly  tackle  he  would  probably 
do  well.  Trout-fishing  amid  beautiful  surround- 
ings had  its  charm.  Ye.s — he  ha  l  seen  them — but 
they  could  rmt  compare  with  the  beiuties  of  sea,  sky 
and  land  that  everywhere  confront  the  s-ea  angler. 
The  coves  on  the  Cornish  coast  with  its  towering 
cliffs  and  waves  breaking  mountains  high;  by 
Dungloe,  Ireland,  fifty  islands  of  all  sizes  and  a  play 
of  light  at  sunset  over  sea  and  sky  that  e.ihances. 


as  the  boat  drifts  the  angler  has  his  eye  on  beauties 
no  dry-fly  man  ever  sees ;  again,  off  the  Island  of 
Mull  the  loveliness  so  fully  word-sketched  by  Robt. 
Stevenson.  Sea  angling  has  compensation  for  all 
the  toil  and  trouble,  not  necessarily  in  big  bags,  but 
ho  catches  fish  and  big  fighting  ones.  Once  in  a 
lifetime  a  big  salmon  falls  to  the  soft  water  angler — 
the  sea  angler  will  have  had  many  such. 

Mr.  Powell,  though  an  energetic  sea  man,  was  not 
blind  to  some  of  the  drawbacks.  Insufficient,  often 
stale,  bait,  that  boatman  and  the  expense  of  that 
boat,  and  next  to  no  privilege  railway  tickets.  In 
the  soft  water  these  were  avoided. 

Mr.  Zaehnsdurf  supported  Mr.  Brown's  views  in 
the  main,  and  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  luck,  not 
skill,  mainly  ruled  the  sea  anglers. 

Mr.  Nickels  enthu-iastically  defended  sea  fishing, 
and  rosenteJ  the  implication  that  skill  was  not  a 
great  fastor  of  success. 

The  study  of  the  tides,  the  locale,  and  the  habits 
of  the  fish,  and  its  food  was  imperative,  and  a  skill 
— perhaps  a  little  diffef-ent  in  kiad — was  a  necessity. 
And  you  have  to  avoid  sea-sickness  by  proper  care, 
and  be  a  boatman  of  sorts  to  do  well. 

Mr.  Parker,  after  many  years  of  both  kinds  of 
angling,  had  long  ago  decided  in  favour  of  the  sea 
— (1)  from  its  larger  variety  of  fish  and  sport; 
(2)  greater  number  of  sporting  fish;  (3)  much 
greater  sport;  (4)  they  are  fit  for  table  use; 
(5)  lead  you  to  health  resorts.  Had  seen 
nothing  sin-^e  to  alter  his  opinion.  Of  course, 
the  heavy  leads  and  coarse  tackle  alluded  to 
had  been  long  things  of  the  past.  Mr.  Hyde, 
with  a  well-balanced  speech,  described  the  supe  ior 
uses  of  the  sea.  Mr.  Kemp  knew  and  practised 
both,  and  they  were  good.  For  friends,  sea  angling 
afforded  more  chance. 

Mr.  Bates  further  impugned  the  heavy  lead  and 
coarse  tackle  imputation,  and  said  that  a  301b. 
conger  boated  on  single  gut,  or  a  131b.  pollack  taken 
with  an  ounce  lead  and  single  gut,  gave  him  all  the 
sport  he  wanted.  No  one  has  done  more  in  the 
design  and  make  of  fine  tackle  for  sea  angling  than 
this  speaker. 

Mr.  Eldted  rendered  grateful  appreciation  of  the 
sport  of  sea  angling.  He  cjuld  not  get  away  from 
the  capture  ol  big  skate  on  moderately  fine  ta-jkle. 
It  was  a  wonderful  sport,  audits  future  was  ensured 
of  course  ;  an  extension  of  railway  privilege  was 
needful  before  it  could  become  the  sport  of  the 
masses.  Mr.  Brown  replied,  and  the  chairman 
summed  up,  alluding  to  a  written  opinion  of  his  own 
in  1888,  that  real  sport  may  be  obtained  in  the  sea 
by  adopting  the  methods  of  the  fresh- water  angler 
somewhat  modified — that  it  would  bocome  very 
popular  as  the  limited  a-ea  of  river  s  and  lakes  become 
overfished.  He  had  been  prophetic.  Of  course,  the 
only  cure  for  sea-sickness  was  to  live  it  down.  By 
ordinary  care  in  diet  this  could  be  done.  The 
health-giving  properties  of  the  sport  were  greater 
than  on  shore.  Even  if  you  catch  little  you  come 
back  from  the  sea — fit ;  more  than  can  be  said  of 
many  rivers  and  lakes. 

Upon  Mr.  Nickels'  proposal,  seconded  by  a  new 
member,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  openers  was 
acjl  aimed. 

A  like  compliment  to  the  chairman,  a  valued 
vice-pre-ident  of  the  society,  was  as  heaitily  carried, 
and  then  on  his  proposal  the  toast  of  the  B.S.A  S. 
was  cordially  drank  by  the  supporters  of  both  forms 
of  sport. 

Under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Mallett,  the  u=ual 
business — reports  of  sport,  etc. — was  gone  through. 

On  Nov.  8  there  will  be  a  demonstration  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boyton  of    The  Cooking  of  Fish."' — ^H.  P. 


A  FISH  TO  AVOID. 


One  of  the  most  peculiar  fish  of  Amariean 
waters  is  the  "Johnny  Grindle,"  or  dogfish,  but 
more  generally  called  the  bowfin  and  mudfish.  Its 
characteristics  are  striking,  and  its  life  history,  so 
far  as  we  know  it,  is  curious  and  interesting.  It  is 
said  to  bark  like  a  dog ;  to  be  as  voracious  as  a 
shark  ;  more  tenacious  of  life  than  an  eel ;  t  j  gua'd 
its  spawning  bed  and  protect  its  fry  with  the 
parental  courage  of  a  black  bass ;  to  swallow  its 
young  on  the  approach  of  danger  :  to  jump  like  an 
athlete  and  fight  like  a  bulldog.  But  with  all  these 
attractive  t:  aits,  this  fish  is  absolutely  without 
savour  and  worthless  as  a  table  fish,  and  as  such  it 
has  been  tersely  described  by  an  old  Michigan  guide 
wlio,  upon  looking  at  a  pile  of  grindles  which  a 
couple  of  guileless  Easte."n  anglers  had  brought  into 
citnp,  exulaimed:  "  Naw,  them's  dogfi-h  ;  a  Nor- 
wegian wouldn't  eat  'em  ;  their  meat's  like  mush ; 
hang  'em  in  running  water  and  it'll  wash  all  fine 
flesh  off'en  their  bones ;  lay  'em  in  the  sun  -a  half- 
hour  an'  ther'U  be  only  a  puddle  left.  Throw  'e;n 
out.    Throw  'em  out !  " — Field  and  Stream. 
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By  viewing  Nature,  Nature's  handmaid  Art 

Makes  mighty  things  from  small  beginnings  grow  ; 

Thus  fishes  first  to  shipping  did  im,part 

Their  tail,  the  rudder,  and  their  head  the  prow. 

— Dryden. 


More  bad  "Draughts"  for  the  "Chess." 

Further  dead  fi^h  have  recently  been  taken  out 
of  the  River  Che-s  below  the  effluent  of  the  Chesham 
sewage  farm.  The  Chesham  Urban  Coun.il  replied 
to  a  complaint  on  the  subject  that  no  chemicals 
had  been  applied  for  the  past  eight  months,  only 
lime  as  a  "  precipitant."  Thi^  is  something  lilce  a 
poor  woman,  being  asked  by  her  doctor  what  she 
had  given  her  sick  boy,  replying,  "I  haven't  given 
him  no  physic,  only  some  cjstor  oil." 


Hastings  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
For  the  fourth  time  I  have  been  present  at  this 
always  pleasant  festival.  On  Saturday  the  sea  was 
comparatively  calm,  and  boats  were  "  allowed  " 
out,  but  the  takes  were  not  large.  The  next 
day  was  too  rough  to  venture  out,  and  the 
following  day  I  was  obliged  to  return  to  London. 
Although  I  caught  no  fish,  I  was  pleased  to  see  so 
many  anglers  from  London  and  the  provinces. 
Mr.  E.  Baines,  Mr.  H.  Doweett's  right-hand  man, 
wa=,  as  usual,  greatly  in  evidence,  and  rendering 
assistance  to  the  visitors  in  every  possible  way. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bickeidyke ").  Councillor 
S.  H.  Wallis,  Mr.  Harry  Ball  and  the  Commodore, 
Mr.  C.  Butningham  (who^e  top  joint  was  made  out 
of  a  turkey  skewer),  and  h'  sts  of  others  too 
numerous  to  mention.  As  I  was  not  present  at 
the  distribution  of  prizes,  I  must  content  myself 
with  the  following  excerpt  from  the  Hastings  Argus, 
and  give  a  mo:e  detailed  account  of  the  fishing 
next  week. 

***** 
As  a  whole,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  Hast- 
ings Angling  Festival  of  1905  has  been  a  failure. 
Everything  that  a  strong  Committee  could  do 
was  done  to  make  the  affair  a  success,  and  a  re- 
cord entiy  of  nearly  700  was  received,  thus  justi- 
fying to  the  full  the  big  outlay  in  money  the 
members  made.  The  weather  on  f  the  opening 
day  was  glorious,  but  on  the  remaining  two  days 
it  was  most  unfavourable.  The  gale  vented  its  full 
fury  on  Hasting',  with  the  rei-ult  that  the  catches 
were  few  and  far  between.  At  the  Castle  Hotel,  on 
Monday  evening.  Lord  Brassey  kindly  attended  to 
present  the  large  list  of  prizes,  which  included  the 
championship  trophy  won  by  Mr.  Mann,  of  Hastings. 
Dr.  O.  Travers  presided,  and  there  was  a  splendid 
attendance,  including  Mr.  Freeman  Thoma',  M.P. 
***** 
Mr.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke")  gave  "Success 
to  the  Hastings  Festival,"  and  said  he  attended  the 
first  festival  and  caught  13st.  of  fish.  On  this  occa- 
sion he  had  returned  41b.  It  was  somewhat  the 
irony  of  fate  that  he  should  be  called  upon  to  pro- 
pose the  toast,  but  he  did  so  with  a  deal  of  pleasvire, 
a^  it.  referred  to  next  year.  In  Mr.  Dowsett  and  Mr. 
A.  Bartram  the  Festival  Committee  had  two  very 
hard  working  gentlemen,  who  were  prepared  to 
make  counter  moves  in  order  to  make  the  affair 
notable.  Every  morning  Mr.  Dowsett  was  prepared 
with  fishing  smacks  had  the  weather  moderated, 
and  it  was  on  the  tapis  that  if  the  gale  came  on 
next  year  he  would  supply  a  North  German  Lloyd 
to  anchor  on  the  Sovereign  shoal. 

***** 
Mr.  Dowsett,  responding,  said  that  it  was  decided 
on  Oct.  2D  that  if  possible  the  big  Hastings  trawlers 
should  be  engaged.  These  were  secuied  that 
morning  at  si.K,  but  the  gale  increased  so  much  that 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  use  even  them.  The 
Committee  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  make 
things  CO,  and  the  only  consolation  they  had  was  to 
know  that  no  complaints  had  been  received.  Mr. 
Bartram,  his  co-.?ecretary,  had  worked  heroically 
all  through,  although  he  had  suffered  from  a  severe 
illnecs  for  the  last  four  months. 

***** 
Dr.  Travers  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord 
Brassey  for  his  attendance,  and  added  that  when  it 
was  remembered  how  much  his  lordship's  time  was 
taken  up  they  would  appreciate  to  the  full  his 
pre.-ence  there  that  evening.  He  hoped  sincerely 
that  Lord  Brassey  would  find  time  again  to  be  with 
them  for  many  years  to  come. 

***** 
Lord  Brassey,  responding,  said  he  was  very  glad  to 
be  present.    In  his  judgment  angling  was  a  very 
good  thing  to  set  going.    Ho  had  been  identified 
with  Hastings  for  mony  a  long  year,  and  what 


Hastings  wanted  to  see  carried  out  he  wanted  to 
see  car  ried  out.  He  was  delighted  to  associate  him- 
self with  the  greeting  the  festival  had  given  to  the 
visitors,  although  the  weather  had  not  been  pro- 
pitious, for  with  a  "sou'wester"  on  a  lee  shore 
even  the  lifeboat  could  not  go  out,  much  less  any 
other  craft. 

***** 

Mr.  Freeman  Thomas,  M.P.,  gave  the  health  of 
the  visiting  clubs,  and  said  that  many  of  the  visitors 
must  think  Hastings  a  "  terrible  fraud  "  when  they 
looked  at  their  newspapers  and  saw  how  much 
sunshine  Hastings  was  credited  with,  and  then 
came  to  the  town  only  to  get  a  gale.  He 
hoped  it  would  not  deter  them  from  coming 
again.  What  Hastings  wanted  was  the  combina- 
tion of  club-",  and  he  threw  out  the  hint,  if  the 
weather  next  ye.ir  should  not  be  good  Lord 
Brassey  might  lend  the  Sunbeam  (his  lordship : 
"  And  haul  the  members  on  board  by  means  of  a 
life-saving  apparatus  ").  He  coupled  with  the  toast 
the  names  of  Mr.  Nicolls,  of  the  N  S.A.F.,  and  Mr. 
Howard,  of  Southend.  These  gentlemen  responded. 
The  toast  of  "The  Press"  was  entrusted  to  the 
Mayor  of  Has-tings,  Councillor  Charles  Eaton,  and 
Mr.  Harvey  du  Cros  gave  the  health  of  the  president. 
A  splendid  programme  of  vocal  music  was  carried 
out  by  Miss  Winifred  Dixon,  Mr.  Wallis  Arthur,  and 
Mr.  Edgar  Edwards. 


E.xit  Hastings,  Enter  Folkestone. 

The  Third  Series  of  Autumn  Competitions  held 
by  the  Folkestone  Sea  Angling  Society  (under  the 
auspices  ol  the  National  Sea  Anglers'  Federation) 
commences  to  day  (Saturday,  Nov.  4),  and  will  be 
continued  on  the  two  following  days.  The  fi.shing 
is  from  boats  and  the  Victoria  Pier.  On  the  evening 
of  Monday  a  grand  concert  will  be  held  at  the 
Queen's  Hotel,  when  some  talented  artistes  have 
kindly  promised  to  attend.  Daring  the  evening  the 
prizes  will  be  distributed,  and  everything  possible 
is  being  done  by  the  honorary  secretaries,  Messrs. 

A.  C.  Wampach  and  Gej.  Colraan,  to  make  this — 
the  third  lestival — a  success.  I  hope  to  have  one 
day  out  of  the  three  on  a  boat  oS  Folkestone. 
May  rude  Boreas  be  more  kind  than  at  Hastings  ! 

***** 

On  Nov.  12  and  13  the  Pier  Competition  of  the 

B.  S.A  S.  will  take  place ;  on  Nov.  18,  19,  and  20, 
the  Herne  Bay  Competition  ;  and  on  Nov.  24,  25, 
and  26,  the  Deal  Boat  Competition. 


As  will  be  seen  on  p.  331,  the  C.L.P.S.  dinner  and 
ladies'  night  was  a  great  success.  A  splendid  repast, 
and  a  grand,  really  grand,  concert,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Messrs.  A.  W.  Parker  and  E.  H.  Cox  followed. 
Chairman  Robert  Snare  kept  the  company  well 
pleased  by  his  genial  speeches,  and  was  obliged  to 
break  through  his  rule  of  "no  encores,"  for  every 
artist  was  vociferously  applauded.  The  toasts  were 
commendably  brief,  and  another  pleasant  evening 
scored  by  this  prosperous  society. 


I  was  glad  to  be  present  on  Wednesday  evening 
at  the  B.S.A.S.  weekly  meeting,  when  Mr.  Horace 
Brown  and  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  crossed  swords  on  the 
question  of  "  Fresh  v.  Salt  Water  Fishing."  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke  ")  occupied  the  chair.  As 
a  very  full  account  of  the  proceedin»s  appears  else 
where,  I  shall  only  say  that  I  was  present  when  he 
took  the  chair  at  the  first  public  meeting  of  British 
Sea  Anglers  at  Swallow-street  about  fourteen  years 
age,  when  he  prophesied  that  sea  angling  would  find 
favour  among  thousands  of  anglers,  and  thus  help 
to  relieve  the  congested  sport  of  fresh- water  anglers. 


Thames  anglers  will  hear  with  regret  of  the  death 
of  that  well-known  and  highly  respected  Kingston 
fisherman,  "Jack"  Johnson.  He  was  buiied  in 
Kingston  Cemetery  on  Oct.  24.  His  son,  John 
Johnson,  has  been  granted  a  fisherman's  licenop, 
and  hopes  that  many  of  his  father's  old  patrons  will 
kindly  do  what  they  can  to  assist  in  paying  the 
expenses  incurred,  and  to  help  support  his  aged 
mother.  Address  :  "  John  Johnson,  fisherman. 
White  Horse,  Old  Bridge -street,  Hampton  Wick." 


My  talented  young  friend,  W.  E.  Manning,  who, 
by  the  way,  holds  the  record  as  a  writer  of  recita- 
tions, having  written  a  thousand  I  beliove,  has  just 
pulilished  a  very  pretty  plantation  song,  entitled, 
"  The  Little  Blind  Coon."  The  music  is  by  Frederic 
Mullen,  and  a  very  dainty  and  pleasing  composition 
it  is.  Tlie  publishers  are  Arthur  and  Co.,  4(),  Rath- 
bono  Place,  W.,  from  whom  copies  of  this  delightful 
little  melody  can  be  obtained  at  the  price  of  Is. 
by  any  angler  rrjentioning  the  Fishing  Gazette, 


That  little  handbook,  so  well  known  and  so 
useful  to  visitors  to  Deal,  the  Minerva  Railway 
Guide,  published  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Richmond,  contains 
for  the  first  time  in  its  November  issue  just  to  hand 
a  short  illustrated  article  on  the  sea  fishing  at 
Deal.  The  article  itself  gives  much  information  in 
small  space,  and  will  no  doubt  add  to  the  well- 
deserved  popularity  the  little  red  book  enjoys. 


Mr.  Charles  Hussey  (of  Deal),  whose  lecture  at 
the  headcjuarters  of  the  B.S.A.S.  last  week  gave  so 
much  pleasure  to  those  who  were  able  to  hear  it, 
has  been  appointed  to  a  seaton  the  Kent  aid  Es-ex 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee.  I  am  glad  to  hear  thii 
news,  as  "Charles"  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place,  and  his  fund  of  knowledge  will  be  very 
useful. 


Mr.  F.  E.  Eldbed,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  writes : — "The  'Gill  Fund'  men- 
tioned last  week  has  been  added  to  during  the  la^t 
few  days  by  subscriptions,  among  others,  from 
Mr.  J.  G.  Wood,  and  from  Mr.  Leopold  de  Rothschild. 
It  is  proposed  to  keep  the  list  open  for  at  least 
another  fortnight."  [The  Gi-esham  A.S.  hold  their 
Deal  Competition  on  Saturday,  Nov.  4,  and  Monday, 
Nov.  6,  on  which  dates  I  hope  the  boats  will  be  able 
to  get  out.  ] 


Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell,  fishing  from  the  pier  at 
Weymouth  on  Oct.  30,  took  a  nice  bass  scaling 
6Jlb.  on  the  rod  after  a  fifteen  minutes'  hard  fight. 


A  Fisherman's  Idyll:  Unrealised 
Expectations. 
A  BLAZING  sun  and  a  cloudless  sky  ! 
Till  the  stones  in  the  shallows  were  almost  dry  ; 
But  the  willows  drooped  over  one  shady  nojk, 
The  haunt  of  a  patriarch  trmt  in  my  brook. 
Where  often  at  eve  when  the  sun  had  set 
I  would  stealthily  crawl  with  my  rod  and  net. 
And  parting  the  leaves  with  delicate  care 
Would  gaze  on  the  crystal  water  there. 
And  watch  the  lovely  fario  rise 
And  calmly  annex  the  fattest  flies. 
He'd  wink  with  one  eye,  but  he  wouldn't  have  one 
When  I'd  float  o'er  his  snout  a  fat  Olive  Dun  ! 
Now  one  morning  in  Augujt  the  sky  grew  dark. 
And  the  rain  poured  down  till  I  thought  Noah's 
Ark 

Would  once  more  be  required.     The  deluge  was 
o'er. 

And  down  I  crept  ;back  to  my  nook  once  more. 
I  carefully  peered^through  the  lea''y  screen. 
And  scanned  the  p)ol  where  that  t.-out  I'd  seen. 
The  water  was  no 6  quite  so  clear  as  before  : 
But  look! — there's  a  rise,  and  another  —  nay, 
more  ! 

Oh  !  now  I  shall  get  hira  as  sure  as  a  gun  ! 

And  again  I  put  up  a  Pale  Olive  Dun 

On  the  finest  of  gut  and  a  00  hook  ; 

But  before  I  throw  over  him,  one  more  look  ! 

And  down  once  more  I  drop  on  my  knees, 

Alas ! — 'twas  a  sight  one's  bio  )d  to  freeze  : 

For  the  rings  were  not  rising  fish!    The  breeze 

Was  shaking  the  drops  from  the  dripping  trees. 

And  the  trout  I  so  fondly  hoped  to  get, 

If  he's  not  been  poached,  is  swimming  there  yet ! 

— Eromneh. 

[Poetic  license,  it  is  no  doubt. 

Which  makes  drops  from  the  t-eas  into  ri^es  of 
trout !  —Ed.] 


The  generafcommittee  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  G, 
at  8.30  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
Barbican,  E.C.    An  early  attendance  is  requested. 


"  The  Fish  and  Oyster  Industry  of  Texas  "  was 
the  title  of  an  article  written  by  Mr.  Jack  Bryan 
in  the  trade  edition  of  the  Houston  Texas  Post. 
The  American  if  w/imgr  GazeMe  publishe  s  some  extracts. 
Here  is  an  extract  from  same  :  "  Fresh  Water  Fish. 
— Some  of  the  eatable  fresh  water  fish  found  in  the 
Houston  market  are  the  black  bass,  goggle  eye, 
socola,  sun,  pumpkin  seed,  and  several  other  kinds 
of  perch,  buffalo,  channel,  yellow  and  spoon  bill, 
cats,  Gaspereau,  ginnel  or  cotton  fish,  mullet,  eel, 
soft  shell,  cooter  or  mud,  loggerhead  and  snapping 
turtle.  The  gar  and  alligator  are  caught  for  sport 
as  well  as  their  skins.  I  have  smoke  cured  some 
of  the  moat  of  the  latter  and  found  it  both  palatable 
and  nutritious,  superior  to  many  of  the  fish  and 
much  of  the  food  commonly  used." 


"  The  Mick"  writes : — "The reason  me  telephone- 
wire-letter  was  not  despatched  was  because  I  didn't 
write  it  at  all.  d'ye  moind,  so  that  if  ye  did  receive 
it,  it  must  have  been  by  accident,  and,  it  ye  plaze, 
if  you  don't  receive  this,  will  ye  kindly  let  me  know 
by  return  of  post  ?  "  Dragnet. 
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WESTMEATH  LAKES  AND  RIVERS 
INNY  AND  BROSNA  FISH  PRESERVA- 
TION SOCIETY,  LIMERICK  DISTRICT. 


Extracts  from  the  Twentieth  Annual  Report,  by  Mb. 
W.  J.  Thomas,  the  Assistant  Secretary,  on  the 
Fish  Preservation  Society's  efforts  in  connection 
with  Loughs  Derravaragh,  Owel,  and  Ennel,  the 
Rivers  Inny  and  Brosna,  and  their  Tributaries, 
in  the  Counties  of  Westmeath  and  Longford, 
during  the  Seasons  1904  and  1905. 


My  Lords,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemek, — 

Since  the  first  occasion  I  had  the  honour  of  pre- 
senting you  with  my  Annual  Report,  now  over  nine- 
teen years  ago,  I  never  felt  greater  hesitation  in 
inviting  you  to  a  general  meeting  than  at  the 
present,  and  this  is  solely  and  entirely  for  the  simple 
reason  that  of  all  the  years  the  society  has  been 
working  in  the  interests  of  the  protection  of  salmon 
and  trout  from  illegal  fishing,  the  sport  of  the  past 
year,  1904,  has  been  by  far  and  a  long  way  the 
worst  on  record. 

With  a  large  section  of  the  angling  community 
the  cause  of  the  great  decline  in  fishing  will  at  once 
•be  attributed  to  the  alleged  scarcity  of  the  fish 
themselves.  This  has  been,  and  will  still  be,  laid 
down  as  the  principal  cause  ;  but  from  my  pro- 
longed experience  of  upwards  of  thirty  years,  and 
my  close  study  of  the  subject,  I  must  say  that  I 
totally  differ  from  the  obove  opinion  ;  and,  as  I 
have  repeatedly  stated  in  my  reports,  so  I  now 
again  assert  that  the  three  great  Westmeath  lakes 
are  abundantly  stocked  with  trout,  and  the  spawn- 
ing streams,  both  in  open  and  close  seasons,  bear 
imanswerable  testimony  to  this  fact.  Therefore,  I 
am  sure  we  must  look  for  the  solution  of  the  problem 
with  regard  to  the  apparent  scarcity  and  non-rising 
qualities  of  the  fish  to  other  causes. 

I  have  so  often-  touched  upon  this  question  in 
former  years  I  will  not  revert  to  it  again — at  least 
in  my  present  report.  Almost  every  person  one 
meets  has  some  pet  theory  of  his  own,  and  I  believe 
people  will  nurse  these  theories  for  all  time  to  their 
own  satisfaction.  I  will  only  repeat  my  assertion 
that  our  fine  lakes  are  full  of  trout,  and  in  this 
declaration  I  am  well  supported  by  many  who  have 
ample  opportunities  of  knowing.  The  tributaries 
are  also  full  of  small  trout  and  fry.  At  the  same 
time  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  serious  loss  to  the 
fishing  interest  is  caused  by  the  immense  nimibers 
of  undersized  trout  which  are  destroyed  by  rod 
fishing,  and  in  various  other  ways.  I  cannot  call 
such  practices  anything  but  the  wanton  destruction 
of  a  valuable  asset  in  the  cause.  It  is  a  great  loss 
that  there  is  not  even  a  bye-law  to  compel  parties 
to  carefully  return  undersized  fish  to  the  water. 

In  defiance  of  the  best  efforts  of  the  society,  ably 
assisted  by  the  R.I.  Constabulary,  poaching  during 
the  recent  close  season,  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
was  persistently  carried  on  in  the  Dysart  district 
of  Lough  Ennel.  There  is  hardly  any  use  in 
bringing  offenders  to  court  as  they  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  other  parties  to  prove  alibis,  and 
there  is  also  a  great  deal  of  moral  cowardice  about 
most  anglers  which  prevents  them  from  assisting 
in  prosecuting  offenders  against  the  fishery  laws  : 
they  know  they  would  be  treated  in  court  to  the 
appellation  of  "  common  informer,"  which  grates 
very  much  upon  the  sensitive  ear.  We  have  had 
instances  lately  where  the  alibi  manufacturers  suc- 
ceeded in  enabling  persons  accused  by  the  police 
of  poaching  to  escape,  and  in  fact  this  happens 
every  year.  In  several  instances  in  this  district  the 
water-bailiff  in  charge  surprised  bands  of  poachers 
at  night  who  were  well  provided  with  spears  and 
torches,  but  was  unable  to  identify  them  owing 
to  their  being  masked  and  otherwise  disguised  for 
the  purpose. 

On  one  occasion  he  surprised  and  pursued  a  party 
of  three  poachers  who  were  torching  on  the  river 
to  a  house,  but  could  do  nothing  further  beyond 
surmising  who  they  were.  However,  on  mentionng 
his  grievance  and  the  annoyance  he  was  caused  to 
the  respected  Parish  Priest  of  the  district,  that 
gentleman  immediately  unearthed  the  poachers, 
extracted  from  them  a  solemn  promise  that  they 
Would  never  interfere  with  the  spawning  fish  again, 
and  compelled  the  parties  to  give  up  the  spear  which 
they  hafl  been  using.  The  promise  in  writing,  duly 
Mgned,  and  also  the  spear  are  now  in  my  possession. 
The  society  is  roost  certainly  under  a  deep  debt  of 
obligation  to  the  rev.  gentleman  for  his  splendid 
action  in  the  matter,  for  he  has  done  the  society  a 
▼ery  valuable  service. 

In  _  consequence  of  the  limited  means  of  the 
Mflociation,  it  has  not  been  able  to  extend  its 
operations  sufficiently  to  exercise  a  proper  and 
tnorough  supervision  over  the  lakes  and  rivers  and 
tiieir  tributaries,  and  I  have  very  little  doubt  but 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  quiet  poaching  don©  in 
the  3ub-tributario8,  whore  a  goodly  number  of  salmon 


and  trout  ascend  when  the  water  rises  high  enough 
for  the  purpose,  and  where  the  operations  of  the 
society  cannot  reach.  The  most  of  the  poaching 
is,  as  a  matter  of  course,  done  at  night,  and  I  need 
hardly  say  that  it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  find 
men  resolute  and  determined  enough  to  encounter  a 
number  of  fish  poachers  on  a  dark  night  without 
assistance,  and  especially  when  not  adequately 
remunerated  for  such  arduous  work. 

A  good  many  people  look  upon  the  salmon  and 
trout  which  ascend  the  spawning  streams  as  their 
legitimate  prey — in  fact,  as  if  it  were  a  providential 
gift — and  until  their  minds  can  be  disabused  of 
such  absurd  ideas,  and  that  they  are  made  sensible 
of  the  incalculable  harm  they  are  doing,  fish  culti- 
vation in  connection  with  our  lakes  and  rivers  can 
never  be  a  decided  success  ;  and  if  persisted  in, 
why,  as  a  certain  result,  the  fish  supply  must 
become  a  vanishing  quantity. 

I  know  many  rivers  and  streams  both  in  the 
Limerick  and  Drogheda  districts  where,  during  what 
is  called  the  weeding  time,  great  numbers  of  the 
largest  fish  are  netted  as  the  work  progresses,  and 
which  has  a  very  disastrous  effect  on  legitimate 
sport.  I  have  addressed  representations  to  several 
of  the  Drainage  Superintendents,  and  have  been 
promised  that  their  best  efforts  would  be  used  for 
the  protection  of  salmon  and  trout  while  the  work 
of  weeding  and  cleaning  the  rivers  would  be  in 
progress,  and  I  am  aware  that  strict  injunctions 
have  been  given  to  the  men  at  work  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  fish. 

Some  years  ago  I  found  it  necessary  to  apply  to 
the  railway  company  for  permission  to  place  a 
grating  or  screen  at  the  junction  of  Lough  Owel  with 
the  supply  to  the  Royal  Canal,  at  a  point  known  as 
the  Lough-house,  as  I  found  that  very  considerable 
numbers  of  large  trout  made  their  way  in.  the 
spawning  time  into  ■  the  supply.  During  the  past 
close  season  one  very. stormy  night  brought  a  la;rge 
■quantity  of  weeds  and  other-debris  into  the  supply 
basin,  in  consequence  of  which  it  became  necessary 
to  take  up  the  screen  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
place  in  order,  and  a  large  number  of  spawning 
trout,  which  were  under  the  stuff  so  accumulated, 
rushed  at  once  under  the  sluice  and  escaped  with 
the  strong  current  into  the  supply.  The  great 
majority  of  these  fish  would,  no  doubt,  have 
returned  to  the  lake  after  spawning,  by  taking  the 
opportunity  of  getting  through  whenever  the  sluice 
was  raised  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  canal, 
but  I  have  had  information  that  their  presence  in 
the  supply  was  quickly  discovered  by  the  poaching 
fraternity,  and  the  greater  number  of  these  fine 
fijh  were  gaffed  from  the  banks,  the  water  being 
very  clear.  The  man  in  charge  of  the  screen,  no 
doubt,  gave  me  notice  of  the  escape  of  these  fish, 
but  I  had  no  water-bailiff  available  at  the  time  to 
look  after  them,  or  even  funds  to  pay  one. 

I  am  free  to  confess  that  during  the  twenty 
years  I  have  acted  as  assistant-secretary  to  the 
Westmeath  Fish  Preservation  Society  I  never  felt 
more  at  a  disadvantage  in  the  attempt  to  make 
my  report  somewhat  interesting  than  on  the  present 
occasion,  and  this  is,  of  course,  chiefly  on  account 
of  the  past  year  being  the  worst  on  record  of  the 
twenty  in  the  annals  of  angling  sport  in  this  county. 
If  I  only  had  some  big  captures  to  chronicle,  or 
even  an  occasional  red-letter  day,  to  refer  to,  it 
would  have  afforded  me  some  inspiration  to  lay 
before  you  a  few  encouraging  features  with  respect 
to  our  work.  I  certainly  entertain  the  feeling  that 
my  twentieth  report  must  in  a  large  sense  be  the 
most  vmsatisfactory  of  the  lot ;  but  I  cannot  help 
it — I  have  done  my  best.  I  know  the  trout  are  in 
the  lakes  and  rivers,  but  having  no  control  over 
atmospheric  influences  or  the  mysterious  appetites 
of  the  fish,  I  cannot  by  any  effort  of  mine  induce 
them  to  rise  ;  this  must  be  loft  entirely  to  the 
skill  and  industry  of  each  individual  angler. 

The  general  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  our 
friends  the  black-headed  gulls  are  responsible  for  a 
great  deal  of  our  non-success  in  the  gentle  art,  and 
I  strongly  hold  to  that  opinion  myself.  When  these 
birds  come  not  alone  in  their  thousands  but  tens  of 
thousands,  and  there  is  nothing  to  be  seen  over  the 
expanse  of  water  but  vast  hosts  of  white  wings, 
and  when  the  birds  gobble  up  almost  every  fly 
which  rises,  and  also  by  their  continual  hovering 
over  the  water,  and  swooping  and  dashing  here  and 
there  and  everywhere  after  the  coveted  Green  Drake, 
it  is  not  the  slightest  wonder  that  fish  become 
scared  and  refrain  from  feeding  upon  the  surface 
as  formerly.  The  large,  well-developed  flies  are 
almost  all  eaten  up,  and  only  some  poor  thin-bodied 
and  ill-coloured  ones  are  all  that  are  left  for  the 
production  of  the  ensuing  season's  stock,  and  even 
the  greater  part  of  this  residue  is  decimated  by  the 
gulls  when  the  flies  return  to  the  lakes  to  deposit 
their  eggs  at  the  appointed  time. 

It  is  also  almost  an  established  belief  that  the 
black-headed  gulls  have  now — if  it  has  not  always 
boon  thoir  nature — developed  into  fish  oators.  My 


attention  has  often  been  called  to  this  by  observers 
of  bird  life  on  the  lakes,  and  although  I  cannot 
assert  it  by  personal  experience,  at  the  same  time 
I  must  say  that  I  have  very  little  doubt  as  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement.  I  also  believe  they  kill 
the  little  wild  ducklings  immediately  they  begin  to 
move  from  their  nests,  as  I  have,  when  visiting  the 
extensive  gulleries  in-  the  bog  of  Allen,  very  fre- 
quently found  numbers  of  the  young  ducks  lying 
dead  about  the  locality  of  the  gulls'  nests,  and 
these,  I  am  quite  satisfied,  were  pecked  to  death 
for  intruding  on  their  domains. 

As  you  are  doubtless  aware,  we  have  memorialised 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  through  the  medium  of  the 
County  Court,  that  the  black-headed  gull  may  be 
unscheduled  under  the  Wild  Birds'  Protection  Acts, 
and  which  will,  if  acceded  to,  enable  responsible  and 
licensed  gunners  to  at  least  scare  away  these  birds 
off  the  fishing  grounds  during  the  dapping  time. 
The  gulls  are  so  innumerable  that  ornithologists 
need  not  have  the  slightest  apprehension  that  they 
can  by  any  possibility  become  extinct. 

Otters  have  done  a  good  deal  of  damage  among 
the  very  largest  of  our  salmon  and  trout.  I  have 
had  six  very  fine  specimens  of  otters  killed  during 
the  past  close  season ;  but  now,  thanks  to  the 
energy  and  pluck  of  that  good  all-roimd  sportsman, 
Mr.  E.  A.  Shaw,  of  Mullingar,  we  will  have  a  splendid 
pack  of  hoimds  to  keep  Master  Lutra  Vulgaris  in 
check  for  the  future  ;  and,  along  with  showing 
good  sport  to  lovers  of  otter-hvmting,  these  inte- 
resting poachers  (the  otters)  will  be,  I  hope,  some- 
what reduced  in  numbers.  Very  fine  specimens  of 
both  salmon  and  trout  were  brought  to  me  at 
intervals  by  the  water-bailiffs,  and,  which  were 
partly  eaten  by  otters.  I  am,  however,  persuaded 
that  where  eels  can  be  foimd,  otters  have  a  decided 
preference  for  them.  The  head  and  tail  of- the  eel 
are  invariably  eatenjL  whilst  the  shoulderportion  of 
the  salrnon  a;nd  -trout  is  the  part  most  enjoyed  by 
the  otter. 

Cormorants  have  still  become  more  numerous  of 
late  years,  and  as  I  believe  they  live  almost,  if  not 
exclusively,  on  fish,  must  do  considerable  damage, 
especially  on  Lough  Owel,  where  they  mostly  con- 
gregate, as  they  prefer  small  wooded  islands  with 
bare  trees  for  nesting  at  night.  I  have  shot  a 
good  many  in  my  time,  but  never  fovmd  any  fish  after 
opening  their  crops  except  rudd  and  pike.  Once 
they  are  shot  at  they  become  extremely  warj'  and 
difficult  to  get  near,  and  will  circle  round  an  island 
for  a  considerable  time  before  venturing  to  ahght. 

The  merganser,  commonly  but  erroneously  called 
the  "  shell-duck,"  has  increased  immensely  on 
Lough  Owel,  and  unquestionably  lives  upon  fish, 
and  must,  therefore,  do  a  lot  of  damage.  I  remem- 
ber when  there  was  not  one  to  be  seen  on  the  West- 
meath lakes.  I  commend  these  birds  to  the  special 
attention  of  guruiers. 

Terns,  Or  sea-swallows,  have  likewise  become 
very  much  in  evidence.  They  also  live  on  fish,  and 
contribute  another'  item  to  the  decrease  of  stock. 
I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  the  period  when 
these  birds  first  appeared  on  the  lakes.  It  is  rather 
interesting  to  see  them  dash  down  quite  suddenly 
into  the  water  and  immediately  emerge  with  a 
small  fish  in  their  crimson  beak,  but  I  never  have 
been  able  to  ascertain  what  sort  of  fish  they  feed 
on.  Possibly  it  may  be  perch  fry,  as  the  latter 
swim  about  near  the  surface. 

The  total  income  for  the  season  1904-5  is 
£116  7s.  8d.,  and  the  outlay  £74  16s.  7d.,  leaving 
a  balance  on  hand  of  £41  lis.  Id.  I  always  like 
to  have  a  balance  on  hand.  It  gives  me  courage 
to  continue  the  work,  although,  in  all  conscience,  a 
younger  and  more  energetic  man  should  be  found 
to  supersede  me  after  twenty  years'  service. 

I  very  much  regret  to  say  that  I  have  received 
intimation  from  a  few  subscribers  to  the  effect  that 
they  cannot  see  their  way  to  contribute  after  this 
year,  while  one  or  two  have  taken  time  by  the 
forelock,  and,  without  even  adverting  to  the 
matter,  have  reduced  their  subscriptions  right  off. 

It  would  not  be  politic  to  take  advantage  of 
the  contribution  in  aid  from  the  Fisheries  Branch 
of  the  Agricultural  Department  by  not  subscribing, 
or  by  reducing  subscriptions,  as  such  would  frustrate 
the  very  objects  which  we  had  in  view  in  soliciting 
assistance  in  that  direction,  and  would  also  debar 
your  committee  from  improving  the  position  of 
their  best  watchers,  and  of  increasing  their  vigilance 
in  the  work  of  fish  preservation. 

To  be  successful  you  must  keep  pace  with  the 
times  ;  you  must  be  up-to-date,  and  the  more  so 
as  the  fish  poachers  are  very  wide  awake  to  this 
fact,  and  are  getting  more  educated  in  their  nefarious 
work.  I  regret  I  cannot  speak  more  plainlj-,  but  I 
would  be  only  giving  away  my  case.  It  has  recently 
come  to  my  knowledge  that  elaborate  plans  and 
means  have  been  adopted  and  provided  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  fish  in  deep  as  well  aa  shallow 
water,  and  we  cannot  counteract  such  without  very 
adequate  resources. 
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NICHOLS  A  SELLERS/  "\Sir'"' 

Importers  of  American  Split  Cane  Rods, 


Read  Tliis. 


FINISHED  AND  UNFINISHED. 


Correspondence  with  Wholesalers  and   Manufacturers  only  solicited. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addreae 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PUBS 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  for  31.  6d. ; 
or  I  a  doz.  for  68. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE  REPUTATION  for  maKniflcence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackl* 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

fJolua  IBTlilte  &>  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  ManufacturerSi 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


THE  THAMES: 

WHERE  TO  FISH  AND  HOW. 


1/-       By  F.  H.  AMPHLETT. 


THE  GEORGE  INN, 

WRAYSBURY,  BUCKS. 


Ten  minutes  from  L.  &  S.  W.  Station. 
The  same  from  river.    Fisherman  and 
punt  provided.    Special  week-end  terms. 
Weekly  board  from  21s. 

DRY  FLY  FISHING 

In  RIVER  COLNE, 
G  lou  ce  s  t  evs  H.  i  x*e. 


The  Exclusive  Bight  of  Fishing  in  one  of 
the  best  reaches  of  this  well-known  river 
is  to  LET  for  next  season.  The  reach 
extends  to  about  1\  miles,  and  is  dry 
fly  with  May  fly  rise.  120  brace  of 
11-inch  fish  may  be  taken.  Full 
particulars  of 

OSBORN  &  MERCER, 
28b,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 
London,  W. 


[Ready  in  December.  Price  20s. 

THE 


For  laOB,  Containing 

Over  2,000  Pages  of  Condensed 
Commercial  Matter. 

Comprises 

London  and  Suburban  Maps, 

Divided  into  sections,  bound  in  atlas  form,  to 
obviate  the  folding  necessitated  by  a  large  sheet 
map ;   and  indicatint;  the    Roads,  Railways, 
Canals,  Chui'ches,  Boundaries,  Altitudes,  etc. 

London  Street  Guide, 

Showing  the  position  of  each  of  the  Streets, 
Roads,  Lanes,  Avenues,  Squares,  Markets,  Piers, 
Mercantile  Buildings,  &e.,  with  index  letters 
enabling  it  to  be  promptly  located  on  the  map. 

London  Commercial  Directory, 

An  Alphabetical  Register  of  the  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Businesses,  Companies  and  Institutions  of 
London,  and  the  Wholesale  Businesses,  and 
Public  Institutions  of  the  Suburbs. 

London  Trade  Directory, 

A   Classified    Register   of   Businesses,  etc., 
ananged    under    more   than    1,300  Trade 
Headings,  which  are  connected  by  exhaustive 
References  with  their  kindred  trades. 

List  of  Export  Merchants, 

.showing  the  description  of  Goods  shipped,  and 
(he  Foreign  Markets  supplied,  thus  enabling 
inannlacturers  to  select  the  names  of  }i<ma  fidn 
exporters  known  to  deal  in  their  class  of  goods 

List  of  Steamship  Lines, 

A)Tanged  inider  the  Ports  to  which  they  sail, 
with  the  approximate  Sailings  to  each  Port, 
thus  showing  at  a  glance  the  various  lines  to 
each  Home,  Foreign,  or  Colonial  Port. 

Suburban  Trade  Directory, 

A  combination  of  Local  Trade  Directories 
covering  more  than  200  Suburban  Districts, 
and  suitable  for  circularising,  for  canvassing,  or 
for  ordinaiy  reference  puri)0ses. 


OrMRS  SnOULD  BE  SENT  DIRECT  TO 

The  London  Directory  Company,  Ltd. 


2S,  Abohurch  Lane,  London,  £.0. 


ROUGHNESS 

OF  SKIN,  ETC. 

Occasioned  .by 
Cold  or  Heat.  It 
Softens  and  Im- 
proves theMands, 
Face,  and  5kin 
generally. 

OSBORNE,  BAUER  &  CHEESEMAN, 

19,  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street,  London, 


WORLD-RENOWNED  ^ 

Glycerine  &  Honey  Jelly" 


INVALUABLE 

FOR 
FISHERMEN. 


Sold  liy  all  Oiem- 
istH  unti  St-oroH.  in 

Metallic  Tubes. 
6d.  and  Isi,  or 
hL-nt  postaKfi  free 
for  Btiiinjig  by  Pro- 
line tors, 


Perfumers  to  Her  Late 
Majesty  C^ueen  Victoria. 

w. 


THE     CHAB3IING     WEST     CO  UNTR  Y. 

THE  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 

EXPRESS  RER\TOES  give  overy  facility  for  travel  to 


THE  BOLD  &  ATTRACTIVE 
COASTS  OF 

DEVPN  and 

CORNWALL. 


THE  CHARMING  HILLS 
and  VALLEYS  of 

SOMERSET  and 
DORSET. 


THE  GRANDEUR 

OK  THF. 

ENGLISH 
BRISTOL  CHANNELS 


THE- ROMANTIC 

EXMOOR 

and  RUGGED 

DARTMOOR. 


X.OZO'DONr  and. 

Plymouth  in  4  hrs.  25  min. 
Newquay  ,,  6    .,    45  ,, 
Falmoutti  „  6    „    45  ,, 
St.  Ives    ,,  7    ,,    10  „ 
Penzance  ,,  7   ,,  — 


Full  particulars  can  be  obtained  free  on  application  to 
The  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Great  Western  Railway,  Paddington  Station,  Loi 

JAMES  C.  INGLIS,  General  Manager 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOF ERS. 


INVENTOKS  OF  THE   .   .  . 

Tanned  Angola" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"Tanned  Angola" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

Xlie  «  Featbepwei^lit " 


WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Field,  June  80,  1900. 

WOOLLEN  WADING  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  GBEEM  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQPiRE,  W.C. 

CATALOaUB5  GRATIS. 


WANTED, 

after  Xmas,  a  thoroughly  competent 

FISHERY  KEEPER, 

to  take  charfi;e  of  a  large  Trout  Hatchery 
in  France.  Must  have  first-rate  testi- 
monials, and  at  least  eight  years'  ex- 
perience of  the  hatching  and  rearing  of 
Trout. — Apply,  in  own  handwriting,  to 
'  Secbetary,"  Norton  Fishery,  Baldock, 
Herts. 


Second  Edition  Now  Ready.  2/-  net ;  2/4  post  free 

THE  TROUT  FLY  DRESSER'S 
CABINET  OF  DEVICES. 

By  the  late  H.  G.  McCLELLAND  (Athenian  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette.") 

WITH    EIGHTY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 
THE  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  "  OFFICE,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


1/- 


Dicks,  Efilngham  House,  Arundel  Street, 
Strand,  W.C,  and  of  all  Tackle  Dealers. 


Royal  Choral  Society 

(ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL). 

I'ntron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

Conductor : 

Sir  Frederick  BnibOE,  M.V.O.,  M.A.,  Mus.D.' 


MENDELSSOHN'S 
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On  THURSDAY,  NOV.  9th,  at  8 

Artists  : 
MAPAMB  EMILY  SQI  IRE, 

Madame  KIRKBY  LUNN. 
Mr.  LLOYD  CHANDOS  &  MR.  DALTON  BAKER 
Organist :  Mr.  Balfour. 

Stalls,  Ts.  6d. ;  Arena,  6s.  ;  Balcony  Preserved), 

.,  unreserved,  is. ;  Gallery  (promenade),  2s. 

Eifiht  Concerts  will  be  given  during  the  season, 
seven  being  subscription.  Prices  for  the  Sub- 
scription Series  of  Seven  Concerts  :  Stalls,  £22*. ; 
Arena,  £1  1.5s.  ;  Balcony  (reserved!,  £1  8s. 

Snijscribers'  names  can  now  be  I'eceived,  seats 
secured  and  prospectuses  obtained  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  agents. 


AVOID  DIRTY  DUBBINS 


I 


and  use  "  W.  H.  V. ,"  the  clean  liquid 

ALI.  ABSORBED. 
NOTHING  I.EFT  TO  RUB  OFF. 

Of  Bootmakers,  6d.  and  1/-.  ■ 
Sample  tins,  3cl.,  post  free  from 
W.H.V.,  ID,  Basinghall  St.,  E.C. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR  CATCH  I NQ  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTER 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 

AiWATS  READY  FOR  USK. 
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ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Rod  Making.    Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  1/'' 
or  one  tin,  id. 


CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER 
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I  appeal  to  your  common-sense  to  say  if  a  water- 
bailiff  can  stand  the  cold  and  severity  of  a  long 
winter's  night  along  the  bank  of  a  river  without 
being  reasonably  paid  for  his  services,  and  it  is 
this  night  duty  which  is  most  required  diu-ing  the 
olose  time.  I  speak  from  experience,  for  I  spent 
many  a  night  on  the  watch  in  simimer  and  winter, 
both  alone  and  in  company  with  the  water-bailiffs, 
but  whicli  I  cannot  venture  to  do  again,  being 
approaching  the  old  age  limit,  and  also  on  account 
of  increased  official  work. 

I  have  already  had  intimation  from  several  tourist 
anglers  of  their  intention  to  visit  the  lakes  again 
this  season.  This  is  a  clear  indication  that  they 
have  not  lost  faith  in  the  prospect  of  the  sport 
which  may  be  obtained  under  favourable  conditions 
of  wind  and  weather,  and,  in  the  event  of  these 
being  in  the  right  direction,  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  of  success. 

In  winding  up  my  Twentieth  Annual  Report,  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  mentioning  the  names  of 
those  who  have  loyally  supported  the  society  all 
through  from  its  inception,  and  who  encouraged  me 
so  consistently  in  a  rather  arduous,  up-hill  task,  and 
to  whom  I  feel  especially  grateful.  These  are  : — • 
Lord  Greville,  D.L.  ;  Brinsley  Marlay,  D.L.  ;  Col. 
Malone,  D.L.  ;  Col.  Smyth,  D.L.  ;  Gustavus  R. 
Hyde,  W.  E.  Wilson,  Nicholas  Downes,  Christopher 
Downes,  Philip  O'Reilly,  D.L.  ;  William  Evans, 
William  Murray,  of  Dysart  ;  Jeremiah  Gibson, 
Edward  Hope,  Rev.  G.  R.  Purdon,  and  the  champion 
angler  of  the  lakes,  Mr.  William  Meares. 


^ofes  from  i^)c  Woxt^. 


The  salmon  season,  like  the  brown  trout  season, 
has  been  a  very  indifferent  one,  and  this  in  the  teeth 
of  the  very  best  expectations. 

The  closing  days  have  been  marked  with  extremely 
wild  and  wet  weather,  and  the  season  has  gone  out 
with  a  teeming  flood  which  will  accelerate  the 
spawning  season  all  the  more. 

While  rain,  haU,  and  snow  has  been  the  order  of 
the  day  all  through  October,  north  of  the  Grampian 
range  scarcely  a  drop  has  fallen  on  the  southern 
slope  of  them.  It  looks  strange  to  see  reports  of 
rivers  almost  from  a  stone's  throw  of  each  other, 
the  one  grumbling  at  being  too  much  in  flood,  and 
the  other  grumbling  for  the  want  of  it. 


The  North  Esk,  on  the  one  hand,  has  run  dry 
all  the  season  through,  while  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee 
and  tributaries  from  the  opposite  slope  of  the  self- 
same hill  have  been  in  steady  flood. 


Mr.  Riviere,  on  the  Dee  Park  water,  has  had  a 
very  successful  season.  I  wish  I  could  say  the 
same  of  others  above  and  below  him,  but  it  is  the 
other  >t'ay  about. 

On  the  Kingcausie  Dee  water,  which  usually 
yields  thirty  or  forty  fish,  only  one  was  got  up  to 
Saturday  last,  and  on  the  Blackball  Castle  section 
Mr.  Hay  has  only  creeled  a  baker's  dozen  in  place  of 
a  hundred  or  so. 


•  Lord  Penrhyn  and  his  son  have  had  a  fair  autumn 
on  the  Cairnton  ;  but  neither  Major  Davidson  nor 
Mrs.  Pickering  have  had  much  sport  on  the  Kin- 
eardine  reaches. 

In  last  week's  note  re  Laing's  catch  of  "  three  fish 
scaling  1001b."  on  the  Kintore  Burgh  (free)  water, 
it  should  have  read,  "  W.  Laing  had  three  and 
other  three  anglers  1001b.  among  them." 


The  heaviest  fish  on  the  Don  last  week  was  a 
beauty  of  Sl^lb.  got  by  Keeper  Grant,  on  the 
Pitmedden  water.  John  had  other  three,  71b.,  11  lb., 
and  15lb.  respectively. 

Charlie  Souter  had  a  fine  fish  on  Friday  (Oct.  27), 
on  the  Association's  Bridge  of  Dee  water,  scaling 
27^1b.  Perhaps  Mr.  Robert  Clark  has  been  the 
rnast  successf\il  finnock  fisher  on  these  reaches  from 
the  .start  to  the  finish. 

'Die  sea-trout  are  now  mostly  spent  —  at  least 
i>  that  I  hiivo  examined.    This  is  somewhat 

ily,  Vjut  thfn  there  was  an  early  run  in  August. 
.VI', re  Hf;a-trout  have  been  s€>en  this  past  year  than 
uny  time  during  the  past  decade. 

Si'EC'iAi>  Scotch. 


I  is  stated  tliat  the  succttss  of  the  Cornish  winter 
■  K'-ry  is  threatened  by  large  kIk.hIk  <.l'  dotrfi-h 
which  have  appeared  off  the  coa- 1 . 


letters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


PORCELAIN  RINGS  AND  SUCTION  JOINTS. 

Dear  Sir, — A  word  to  thank  you  and  your 
correspondent,  "  Bene  (juia  Rocte,"  for  confirmation 
of  my  opinion  of  porcelain  rings.  I  may  now  safely 
put  them  on  all  my  rods.  Your  correspondent  refers 
to  the  rattling  of  the  top  porcelain  ring.  It  is  easy 
to  prevent  this  objectionable  rattling  by  nicely 
adjusting  the  wire  to  both  tlie  rod-top  and  the 
porcelain  ring.  But  the  rattle  can  be  cured,  if  it 
exist,  by  pressing  a  tiny  pellet  of  beeswax  between 
the  porcelain  ring  and  its  encircling  wire. 

As  to  your  correspondent,  Mr.  Oscar  Allan,  and 
suction  joints.  If  anyone  will  read  and  study  the 
reasons  stated  by  the  late  H.  P.  Wells,  in  his  delight- 
ful book,  "  Fly-Rods  and  Fly-Tackle,"  in  favour  of 
plain,  short  suction-joints  (for  any  rods),  I  believe 
he  must  decide  finally  to  abandon  the  long  dowel- 
pin  joint  used  here.  I  am  an  amateur  rod-maker, 
and  have  made  both  sorts  of  joints.  I  take  no 
means  to  get  rid  of  the  cushion  of  compressed  air 
that  will  be  left  in  tlie  (female)  ferrule  when  two 
accurately  fitting  ferrules  are  pushed  the  one  into 
the  other  "  (see  Mr.  Allan's  question).  But  I  fit 
the  two  ferrules  so  that  the  male  ferrule  comes  out 
with  a  "  pop,"  like  a  child's  toy  cork  pistol.  If  it 
does  this,  I  know  the  fitting  is  right,  and  the  joint 
will  never  "  throw  out."  One  of  the  strongest 
reasons  in  favour  of  the  short  suction  joint  is  that 
it  reduces  the  extent  of  the  rigid,  non-pliant  part 
of  the  rod.  The  long  dowel-pin  joints  urmeces- 
sarily  increase  the  extent  of  the  rigid  part  of  a 
rod.  This  is  one  important  point,  for  the  ideal  rod 
is  non-rigid  from  tip  to  butt,  and  has  no  artificial 
points  of  rigidity  in  it.  And  the  short  suction  joint 
is  certainly  stronger  than  the  long  dowel-pin  joint. 
 Yours  truly,  John  Holt  Schooling. 


THE  YELLOW-RIM-BUG. 

Dear  Sir, — The  yellow-rim-bug  you  mention  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  is  undoubtedly  the  great  water 
beetle  Dytiscus  marginalis,  which,  together  with 
its  larvae,  is  about  as  destructive  an  animal,  for  its 
size,  as  there  is.  The  hor.se-leech  does  not  always 
crawl,  it  can  and  does  swim  like  a  fish. 

Some  time  since,  when  walking  by  the  riverside,  I 
noticed  several  horse-leeches  crawling  along  the 
bottom  in  very  shallow  water,  and  amused  my.self 
by  giving  each  in  turn  a  sudden  lift  with  a  stick, 
the  leech  in  each  case  crawling  back  into  the  shallow. 

After  serving  them  in  this  way  about  three  or 
four  times,  they  altered  their  method  of  progress, 
and  each  lengthened  itself  out  till  it  became  about 
4in.  in  length,  and  then  (retaining  this  length) 
swam  at  a  fairly  rapid  rate,  by  means  of  rapid 
undulations  of  the  body,  until  it  passed  out  of  my 
sight. 

With  regard  to  the  "  ounce  to  the  foot  "  weight 
for  fly  rods,  I  cannot  say  anything  about  cane, 
but  with  regard  to  greenheart  the  weight 
should  be  generally  about :  9ft.,  under  foz.,  say 
5oz.  to  6oz.  ;  10ft.,  about,  foz.,  say  l\o7,.  to  8|oz.  ; 
lift.,  trifle  over  foz.,  say  9oz.  to  lOoz.  ;  12ft ,  light, 
loz.,  say  12oz.  ;  heavy,  14oz. — according  to  the 
fittings.  With  increase  in  length  beyond  these 
comes  a  rapid  increase  in  weight,  because  the  rod 
is  not  only  longer,  it  has  to  be  made  stouter  through- 
out. Cane  rods,  of  course,  should  weigh  less,  as 
the  material  of  which  they  are  constructed  is  lighter. 
—Yours  truly,  Henry  Tisley. 


THE  YELLOW-RIM-BUG. 
Dear  Sib, — The  Gelbrandkiifer  is  the  well-known 
Dytiscus  marginalis.  This  beetle,  if  kept  in  an 
aquarium,  will,  unless  well  fed,  destroy  any  other 
animals  or  fish  therein,  and  even  eat  weaker  animals 
of  its  own  kind. — Your.3  truly, 

J.   E.  FORSTER. 

BAITING  STEWART  TACKLES. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  who 
are  experienced  worm  fishers  covild  say  a  word  or 
two  on  this  subject.  I  have  just  been  fishing  in  the 
West  Highlands  here  for  a  little  in  the  tidal  water 
of  a  good  river.  All  the  big  fish,  botli  salmon  and 
sea-trout,  being  away  up,  there  was  nothing  left  but 
finnocks — but  plenty  of  them  up  to  about  a  pound 
in  weight.  A  good  part  of  several  days  the  fly  was 
no  use,  and  I  thought  I  would  try  the  worm  on  two- 
liook  tackle  (sneck  liooks,  Nos.  8  and  7).  Nearly 
every  cast  I  had  a  run,  but  missed  a  great  number  of 
nice  fish — I  couldn't  just  see  for  what  reason,  as  I 
seemed  to  have  struck  them  all  right,  but  so  many 
managed  to  kick  themselves  off  before  1  could  get 
them  out  ol  the  heavy  current  they  were  in.  The 
worm,  a  good-sized  black-head,  was  in  many  cases 


cleaned  quite  off,  in  others  the  black-head  was  torn 
away.  The  last  day  I  was  on  the  river  I  had  a 
most  terrible  time  of  it.  I  could  not  bait  fast 
enough,  but  only  managed  to  land  about  a  dozen 
finnocks,  fib.  to  1  lb.,  with  the  worm,  and  a  number 
of  others  with  fly.  Walking  home  that  evening 
thinking  over  the  matter,  it  all  at  once  came  on  me 
that  if  I  had  baited  the  worm  with  the  black  head 
on  the  lower  hook  and  the  tail  on  the  upper  one,  I 
might  have  nailed  more  fisli,  as  it  more  forcibly 
came  back  to  my  mind  how  many  times  the  head 
of  the  worm  had  been  attacked  while  on  the  upper 
hook. 

Again,  it  seemed  to  me  as  if  this  wouldn't  do 
either,  as  I  had  noted  that  most  of  the  fish  came  at 
the  worm  just  as  the  line  was  about  its  full  stretch 
down  stream,  and  the  worm,  in  fact,  must  have  been 
beginning  to  stem  the  current  (as  I  always  use 
one  or  two  swivels  on  my  bait  casts  the  worm  would 
then  actually  be  spinning),  so  that  I  then  thought 
that  though  finnocks  would,  and  often  do,  go  for  a 
worm  spinning  (head  first,  though)  in  a  strong 
stream,  they  would  probably  fight  shy  of  one 
spinning  tail  first  in  a  strong  current.  The  barbs 
of  the  liooks  were  all  right  and  sharp,  but  though  I 
have  not  had  much  experience  of  sneck  hooks,  still 
I  must  say  I  thought  that  in  this  style  of  fishing 
they  would  be  Al,  and  I  am  quite  disappointed. 
One  day,  after  losing  two  or  three  tackles  on  big 
stones,  I  had  no  more  with  me  at  the  moment,  and 
put  on  a  single  hook.  These  I  tie  with  a  very  small 
hook  on  the  gut  just  at  the  top  of  big  hook,  purely 
to  keep  the  worm  from  slipping  down  the  shank 
when  making  long  casts,  and  baiting  m  the  usual 
way  with  the  black  head  of  the  worm  up  the  shank 
and  held  by  the  very  small  one.  I  landed,  after 
several  misses,  two  nice  fi.sh,  but  both  hooked  and 
held  by  the  very  small  hook,  the  big  hook  hanging 
loose  outside  their  jaws.  All  this  seems  to  prove 
that  these  finnocks  all  went  for  the  head  of  the 
worm,  and  as  I  hope  to  have  a  few  week-ends  next 
season  at  these  wild  and  lively  wee  fish,  I  would  be 
much  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could  say  how 
the  reversing  of  the  worm  on  the  tackle — namely, 
head  downwards — would  work,  and  if  sneck  hooks 
are  the  best  to  use. — Yours  truly,  Seum.\s. 

Glasgow. 


TROUT    FISHING    ON    LOUGH    FERN,  CO. 
DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Fly  and  Troll  "  is  quite  wrong  in 
imagining  that  returning  undersized  trout  will 
increase  the  size  of  fish  in  Sprat  Lakes."  Mani- 
festly their  small  size  is  due  to  want  of  food,  and 
there  are  only  two  ways  of  improving  their  con- 
dition. First,  by  introducing  proper  food,  such  as 
weed  containing  fresh- water  shrimp^  etc.,  and, 
second,  by  thirming  out  their  numbers  so  as  to 
allow  what  food  there  may  be  to  go  round. 

I  have  transferred  miserable  little  big-headed 
abortions,  from  a  river  which  practically  contained 
no  brown  trout  over  4oz.  (and  very  few  up  to  that 
size),  to  an  adjoining  pond,  and  have  caught  them, 
little  more  than  a  year  after,  up  to  12oz. 

I  know  two  lakes  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
each  other,  one  of  which  contained  swarms  of  trout 
under  4oz.,  and  nothing  else,  and  the  other  was  full 
of  pike,  with  a  few  fine  trout  from  1  lb.  to  31b.  The 
pike  kept  down  the  numbers,  and  left  sufficient 
food  for  those  that  had  escaped. — Yom's  truly. 

Green  Wren. 

P.S. — I  wonder  if  any  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  know  if  any  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to 
introduce  grayling  to  Ireland 


A  LAST  WORD. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  sorry  to  add  one  more  word 
on  this  subject,  but  "  Val  Conson's  "  last  letter,  in 
which  he  says  he  thinks  that  this  intangible  some- 
thing in  his  American  rods  which  makes  them 
"better  than  English"  may  be  "the  cement,"  is 
really  so  funny  that  we  thiirk  he  must  be  joking. 
Possibly  it's  the  varnish  ? 

As  a  last  word,  we  invite  "  Val  Conson  "  or  any 
other  person  interested  to  send  us  a  rod  to  copy, 
and  we  guarantee  to  beat  it  for  hghtness  and 
strength. — We  are,  yours  faithfully. 

Hardy-  Brothers. 

London  and  North  British  Worlcs,  Alnwick. 

[I  hope  that  this,  the  only  real  test,  will  be 
carried  out. — Ed.] 


ENGLISH  AND  AMERICAN  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  much  interested  in  the 
correspondence  that  has  appeared  from  time  to 
time  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  concerning  the  respective 
merits  of  English  and  American  split-cane  rods, 
and  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  allow  me  some  of 
your  valuable  space  to  state  my  own  experience, 
for  the  guidance  of  your  readers. 

■  1  ha\  e  been  an  angler  for  more  than  forty  3"ears, 
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during  which  time  I  have  angled  in  many  rivers  and 
loch3,  and  handled  the  rods  of  many  makers.  I 
never  possessed  an  American  rod  of  my  own  until 
a  couple  of  years  ago  ;  but  as  I  said  I  have  tried 
many  :  I  never  bought  one  because  I  was  not 
satisfied  with  them  on  trial.  Led  away  by  glowing 
advertisements  and  letters  to  the  newspapers,  I 
bought  a  "Leonard"  rod  (the  best  make)  of  14ft.,  for 
which  I  paid  eleven  guineas — -which  was  the  most 
ill-spent  money  I  ever  spent.  The  rod  is  light,  well- 
balanced,  throws  a  good  line  (light),  but  there,  in 
my  opinion,  its  merits  end.  The  demerits  of  hese 
rods,  I  think,  are  these. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  their  cost  is  far  too  great. 
Let  your  correspondents  consider  that  you  can  get 
the  very  best  English-made  rod  for  little  more  than 
half  the  cost  of  these  Ara3rican  rods.  I  have  a  14ft. 
rod  by  Hardy  which  cost  me  something  less  than 
seven  guineas,  whereas  I  paid  eleven  guineas  for  a 
*•  Leonard  "  of  the  same  length.  This  would  be  little 

they  were  wocth  the  money,  but  they  are  not. 
It  is  all  protection  and  advertisement. 

2.  In  the  second  place  there  is  neither  the  material 
nor  the  workmanship  in  these  American  rods  that 
you  find  in  English-made  rods  of  the  same  class.  Take 
one  of  the  best  Amarican  rods  (a  "  Leonard,"  say) 
and  one  of  the  best  English  rods  (say  one  of  Hardy's) 
and  put  the  two  in  the  hands  of  a  first-rate  joiner 
or  cabinetmaker,  and  hear  what  he  says  about  the 
workmanship.  I  have  done  it.  Ninety-nine  out  of 
a  hundred  British  workmen  will  pronounce  at  once 
in  favour  of  the  English-made  article.  '  Two  things 
may  be  said  io  be  characteristic  of  most  of  American 
work  in  the  present  day,  both  in  soft  and  liard  goods 
— namely,  speed  and  slimness.  The  American  rod 
has  not  the  backbone  in  it,  nor  the  wearing  power 
of  the  English  rod.  My  "  Leonard ' '  rod  has  only  com- 
mon suction  joints,  the  same  as  the  rods  I  used 
when  a  boy,  and  they  will  not  keep  the  grip.  I 
was  told  my  rod  has  18  per  cent.  German  silver  in 
the  ferrules,  and  whether  this  be  the  cause  or  not 
I  cannot  say,  but  certainly  more  verdigris  is  formed 
in  wet  weather  than  in  any  other  rod  I  ever  had. 
This  causes  rapid  wastage  of  the  metal  and  loosening 
of  the  joints. 

Another  supposed  advantage  is  that  the  cork 
handle  is  made  in  circular  strips,  instead  of  a  solid 
piece.  The  only  reason  I  can  imagine  for  this  is 
that  it  enables  the  shrewd,  business  Yankees  to  use 
up  all  the  poor  pieces  of  cork.  There  is  not  a  single 
particle  of  really  sound  cork  in  my  rod. 

The  consequence  of  my  thorough  disappointment 
is  that  I  am  trying  at  the  present  moment  to  sell 
my  American  rod,  and  shall  think  myself  extremely 
lucky  if  I  get  something  less  than  half-price  for  it, 
although  it  has  been  used  only  about  twelve  or 
fifteen  days.   •  ■ 

It  may  be  said  that  this  is  all  nothing  if  the  rod 
does  its  work — if  it  is  light  and  sufficiently  powerful, 
and  can  throw  a  long  line.  But,  Mr.  Editor,  it 
does  not  do  its  work.  It  has  not  sufficient  back- 
bone. Fishing  Loch  Leven  in  August,  I  handed 
the  American  rod  to  the  boatman,  and  I  found  I 
,  could  land  trout  with  my  lift.  Houghton — trout  of 
21b.  each — in  less  time  than  the  boatman  could  trout 
of  1  lb.  to  lilb.  Then  the  top  joint  constantly 
requires  looking  to  when  one  is  throwing  a  long 
line. 

As  for  long  distance  casting,  of  which  your 
correspondent,  "  Val  Conson,"  makes  so  much,  there 
is  nothing  in  it.  I  could  say  much  on  the  subject 
only  that  my  letter  is  already  of  inordinate  length. 
The  cast  depends  chiefly  on  the  individual — on 
muscle  and  knack.  '  I  will  find  you  a  travelling 
gipsy  fishing  with  an  ash  stick  that  he  has  made 
himself  who  will  cast  a  longer  line  than  the  majority 
of  your  professionals  with  the  finest  rod  ever  made. 
Let  competitions  be  between  rods,  and  not  merely 
individuals,  and  the  results  may  be  very  different. 
Apologising  for  the  length  of  my  letter. — Yours  truly, 

Redcar.  J.  P.  R.  Cheyne. 

P.S. — Many  things  introduced  of  late  years  from 
America  have  the  same  faults — slimness  and  in 
ability  to  stand  hard  wear,  for  example,  reaping 
machines  and  boots.  The  consequence  is  these  do 
not  now  find  such  a  ready  sale  as  they  did  years 
ago. 

[As  against  Mr.  Cheyne' s  fifteen  days,  I  can  bear 
testimony  to  over  fifteen  years'  very  hard  and  often 
rough  use  of  a  light  "  Leonard  "  trout  rod,  whijh  has 
never  given  anything  but  satisfaction.  My  testi 
mony  is  perre';tly  disinter^^sted.  The  "  Leonard  " 
rods  I  have  used  have  had  whipped  cane  handles, 
which  1  prefer  in  many  ways  to  cork. — Ed.] 

PORCELAIN  RINGS. 
Deab  Sir,— Permit  me  to  again  add  my  testimony 
to  these  admirable  rings — thev  are  without  doubt 
the  best  ever  invented.  Their  hard  polished 
flanged  surface  reduces  friction  to  a  minimum 
thereby  lengthening  the  life  of  a  line  300  per  cent 
I  have  had  throe  years'  experience  of  them  spin- 


ning from  the  reel,  and  have  never  had  a  single 
fracture.  I  use  wire  round  the  top  ring  only, 
all  others  in  graded  sizes  being  fastened  to  the 
rod  with  well-waxed  hemp  such  as  bootmakers  use. 
This  method  of  fixing  is  far  superior  to  wiring, 
inasmuch  as  rings  so  fixed  become  "upright"  or 
'bridge"  ones,  and  a  hitch  or  entanglement  is 
almost  an  impossibility.  The  flange  on  outer  edge 
prevents  the  wrapping  from  slipping  off,  and  they 
are  as  firmly  fixed  as  a  rock.  I  earnestly  beg  Mr. 
Dale  not  to  make  any  alteration  whatever  in  their 
construction  ;  they  need  none,  being  simply  perfect. 
I  could  understand  a  fracture  if  the  rod  was  acciden- 
tally or  carelessly  flipped  against  the  bole  of  a  tree 
or  arch  of  a  bridge  ;  but  for  a  slender  twig  to  chip 
such  a  hard  substance  as  these  rings  are  made  of  is 
incredible — indeed,  such  theory  is  absurd. 

The  twig  would  be  more  likely  to  suffer  than  the 
ring — nay,  nay,  Mr.  Editor,  contact  with  a  twig 
doesn't  settle  the  point,  far  from  it  ! — Yours  truly. 
The  Boston  Bittern. 

[Possibly  what  our  correspondent  who  used  the 
word  twig  calls  a  twig,  the  "  Boston  Bittern  "  would 
call  a  bough. — Ed.] 

TROUT  AND  OTHER  FISHING  NEAR  BARN- 
STAPLE. 

Deab  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  some  information  about  the  trout 
and  other  fishing  at  Barnstaple,  North  Devon,  on 
what  terms  and  conditions  the  former  is  to  be  had, 
and  whether  there  is  much  unpreserved  water  in  the 
neighbourhood  ? — Yours  truly.  Angler. 

[Will  our  old  correspondent  "  Rusty  Game " 
kindly  reply  ? — Ed.] 

A  NOTE  ON  BLOW-FLIES. 

Dear  Sib, — There  has  been  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  blows  on  meat,  liver,  offal,  etc.,  recently. 
On  Friday,  Oct.  27,  on  southern  walls  and  fences 
where  the  sun  shone,  and  especially  under  trees, 
both  houseflies  and  bluebottles  were  numerous, 
and  to  show  how  sensitive  these  insects  were  to  a 
change  of  temperature,  when  I  prevented  the  sun 
from  shining  on  them,  in  several  cases  they  were 
off  in  a  moment,  others  would  stand  it  for  a  few 
seconds  and  fly  away,  whilst  some  were  very 
restless,  uncomfortable,  and  quickly  walked  where 
it  was  warmar,  only  one  fly  out  of  about  twenty 
remained  in  the  shade  for  about  a  minute.  One 
day  they  wera  flying  about  on  the  grapes,  pears, 
and  dates  in  a  greengrocer's  shop,  and  for  ought  I 
know,  after  being  on  stinking  maat,  etc.,  and  yet 
many  people  eat  this  sort  of  stuff  without  either 
peeling  or  washing  it.  I  saw  several  basking  in  the 
sun  on  the  same  day  that  I  broke  the  ice  on  a 
pond  as  thick  as  a  crown  piece,  and  according  to 
the  papsrs,  the  day  before  was  the  coldest  day  we 
have  had  in  October  for  nine  years.  I  did  not  see 
a  single  fly  on  either  walls  or  fences  that  were  hidden 
from  the  sun,  and  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  meat,  etc.,  fly-blown  this  weather  if  it  is 
placed  in  warm  and  sheltered  places  and  out  of 
the  way  of  cats,  etc. — Yours  truly,  M.ajik. 


UNEXPECTED  SPORT  WITH  PIKE. 

Deab  Sir, — You  might  be  interested  to  know  that 
there  has  been  some  excellent  sport  lately  with 
pike  in  a  narrow  stream  running  from  the  River 
Stour,  rented  by  the  Sandwich  and  District  Angling 
Association. 

Up  till  seven  weeks  ago  no  one  had  any  idea 
that  pike  were  there,  since  then  some  fine  specimens 
have  been  taken  out.  All  the  fish  are  wonderfully 
clean-looking,  resembling  the  pike  taken  from  some 
of  the  Scotch  waters. 

Appended  are  the  weights  of  some  of  the  speci- 
mens :  151b.  2oz.,  12^1b.,  101b.  loz.,  and  many 
between  61b.  and  lOlb.,  also  smaller  ones  not  worth 
mentioning. 

In  the  same  stream,  I  might  state  that  there  are 
many  very  fine  tench  and  bream,  the  former  have 
been  taken  up  to  3 Jib.,  and  the  latter  up  to  51b 
(netted  and  returned). — -Yours  truly. 

Sandwich,  Kent.  Chas.  J.  Watson. 

P.S. — The  101b.  pike  snapped  the  baits  of  two 
lines  which  were  fairly  close  together,  and  was 
played  by  the  two  anglers  for  over  ten  minutes. 

CONCERNING  RAINBOWS  AND  THEIR 
SPAWNING  TIME. 

Dear  Sir, — Now  that  rainbows  are  being  so 
largely  introduced  into  waters  containing  other 
breed  ^  of  trout,  a  question  arises  as  to  Conservancy 
licences  which  expire  in  September,  just  when 
rainbows  are  in  the  best  of  condition.  For  example, 
I  belong  to  a  club  water  which  contains  trout  and 
grayling  ;  the  trout  fishing  ends  on  Sept.  30,  but 
we  can  go  on  fishing  for  grayling  to  the  end  of  the 
year.    If  we  were  to  introduce  rainbows  into  our 


water,  according  to  the  wording  of  the  licence,  we 
should  be  unable  to  retain  any  of  them  if  caught 
in  October  or  later.  A  similar  difficulty  will  arise 
in  the  case  of  lakes  which  are  fed  by  tributary 
streams  which  come  under  the  rules  of  a  Conser- 
vancy Board.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  will  inform  me  as  to  the  best 
way  to  approach  Conservators  so  as  to  get  them  to 
modify  their  rules  in  cases  such  as  I  have  described. 
Yours  truly.  Rainbow. 

[It  is  quite  certain  that  in  waters  where  rainbows 
do  well  there  will  have  to  be  some  alteration  as 
regards  close  time.  It  was  thought  that  they  were 
gradually  synchronising  their  spawning  arrange- 
ments with  those  of  our  native  trout,  but  I  know 
that  in  May  and  June  last  year  lots  of  them  had  not 
finished  spawning. — Ed.] 

A  ROACH  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  photo  (a  very  poor  one) 
is  of  a  catch  of  roach  I  made  last  month.  I  was 
not  fortunate  enough  to  get  one  like  Mr.  Lloyd, 
but  the  thirteen  fish  weighed  13|lb.,  the  heaviest 
lib.  15Joz.  They  were  caught  on  the  Wensum,  not 
far  from  Colonel  Custance's  trout  ponds.  The 
village  where  I  was  staying  was  an  out-of-the-way 
place.  How  can  I  have  my  catches  (there  have 
been  others)  weighed  and  registered  in  a  proper 
manner  ?  Need  I  belong  to  a  club  1  When  I 
mention  these  catches  to  people,  they  remark, 
"  Fisherman's  weight,"  etc. — Yours  truly, 

A.  D.  C. 

P.S. — I  might  mention  that  some  of  the  heaviest 
of  these  fish  were  caught  with  the  petal  of  a  buttercup 
on  the  shank  of  the  hook  above  the  paste. 

[Your  thirteen  fish  (judging  from  the  photo  you 
enclose)  were  a  very  respectable  lot.  Tnere  is  no 
necessity  to  belong  to  a  club  in  order  to  have  your 
fish  weighed.  The  signatures  of  two  respectable 
witnesses  (not  necessarily  the  mayor  or  justices  of 
the  peace)  should  protect  you  from  the  sneer  re 
"  fisherman's  weight." — Ed.] 

EXTRAORDINARY  INSTANCE  OF  AN 
APPARENTLY  STONE-BLIND  FISH  RISING 
AT  AN  ARTIFICIAL  FLY. 
Deab  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  fishing 
trip,  during  which  I  met  with  the  following  remark- 
able incident.  One  evening,  while  standing  by  a 
stream  on  which  the  May  Fly  was  out  by  the 
thousands,  I  noticed  imder  the  opposite  bank  a 
trout  rising  occasionally  to  suck  in  any  of  the  fliea 
sailing  past.  I  offered  him  an  Egyptian  goose 
hackle  with  which  I  was  fishing  at  the  time,  but  he ; 
did  not  take  the  slightest  notice  of  it.  After  about 
a  dozen  throws  I  changed  to  a  small  partridge  ' 
hackle  (a  floater)  ;  at  the  first  cast  the  fish  moved  a 
little  sideways  ;  at  the  second  he  made  half  a  turn, 
and  at  the  third  came  to  the  fly  and  took  it  fairly. 
Imagine  my  amazement  when,  on  taking  him  off  the 
hook,  I  found  him  to  be  blind  in  both  eyes,  they  being 
covered  with  a  greyish  lustreless  film.  The  fish 
was,  it  is  true,  considerably  underfed  ;  still,  he  was 
feeding  on  flies  as  any  other  fish  would,  and,  what  is 
still  more  remarkable,  making  distinctions, inasmuch 
as  he  refused  my  first  fly.  Anglers  to  whom 
I  related  the  circumstance  tried  to  explain  it  by 
arguing  that  although  apparently  blind  the  film 
over  his  eyes  could  not  have  been  so  opaque  as  to 
exclude  all  light,  but  that  the  fish  must  have  been 
able  to  see — however  dimly — what  was  going  on 
around  him. 

From  the  appearance  of  the  eyes  I  believe  that 
the  fish  was  absolutely  blind,  and  that  it  was  the 
perceptive  power,  so  highly  developed  in  fish,  that 
enabled  him  to  find  his  food,  and  even  to  make  dis- 
tinctions. Probably  this  sense  becomes  all  the 
more  acute  in  the  case  of  a  blind  fish — just  as  blind 
men,  through  force  of  necessity,  acquire  a  fineness 
of  touch  which  to  those  blessed  with  eyesight  seems 
almost  incredible.  Had  this  fish  been  dependent, 
as  my  friends  think,  on  some  remnant  of  a  glimmer 
of  light,  he  certainly  would  not  have  let  the  larger 
fly  pass  which  at  the  time  was  freely  taken  by  the 
fish,  but  acting  on  his  perceptive  power  (sense  of 
touch,  or  whatever  you  like  to  call  it)  he  eschewed 
the  heavy  flop,  of  a  No.  7  hook  and  fell  victim  to 
the  soft  alighting  of  a  small  hackle  on  a  No.  1  hook, 
which  probably  would  make  httle  m  re  commotion 
on  the  water  than  the  May  Flies  he  was  then 
feeding  on. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  if  others  have  had 
similar  experiences,  and  what  inferences  they  were 
led  to  draw  from  the  accompanying  circumstances. 
— Yours  truly,  C.  B. 

Stuttgart. 

[I  should  say  "  C.  B.'s  "  experience  is  unique. 
If  the  fish  was  really  blind,  I  think  that  there  muBt^ 
have  been  a  "  glimmer  of  light," — Ed.] 
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Blue  Dun  Fowls  and  Feathers. 

Mr.  J.  PiCKERSGiLL,  of  6,  Clark  Terrace,  Leeds, 
•writes  :  — 

"  Dkar  Sik, — I  am  makiiig  arrangements  so  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  supply  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
with  blue  Andalusian  fowls,  also  the  various  shades 
of  furnace  and  Coch-y-Bondhu,  as  well  as  supplying 
the  hackles  in  packets,  same  as  samples  I  sent  you 
some  time  ago.  I  am  sending  some  hackles  to  the 
other  side  of  the  globe  (New  Zealand) — the  Fishing 
Gazette  goes  a  long  way  from  home." 

Time  of  Spawning  of  Rainbows. 

Mr.  Louis  Mason,  of  Park  Wood,  Harrietsham, 
Kent,  who  has  such  a  grand  stock  of  rainbows  at 
his  fi.sh- breeding  establishment,  kindly  writes  as 
follows  in  reply  to  the  query  in  last  week's  corre 
spondence  re  rainbows  : — 

"  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  open  season 
for  rainbows,  I  believe  the  time  of  spawning  differs 
in  certain  parts  of  the  country,  l)ut  I  have  noticed 
for  a  number  of  years  here  in  Kent  that  the  fish  are 
generally  in  good  condition  till  the  end  of  November, 
and  most  of  them  have  fully  recovered  by  the 
middle  of  May." 

Notes  on  the  Spawning  of  Rainbows  in  this 
Country.  ^  \ 

Mr.  Percy  Wadham  kindly  sends  me  the  fol 
lowing  information  in   reply  to  my  inquiry  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  4  on  behalf  of  a 
correspondent : — 

"  Dkar  Mr.  Marstox, — I  sec  you  had  a  note  in 
the  Fixhirig  Gazette  of  Nov.  4  in  answer  to  your 
correspondent  'Rainbow'  on  the  spawning  time 
of  this  fish,  and  as  it  will  bo  three  years  on  the 
18th  of  this  month  since  you  kindly  presented 
the  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association  the  500 
yearling  rainbows,  1  haVe  had  an  opportunity  to 
notice  the  eccentric  periods  for  the  spawning  of 


your  original  fish,  which  may  interest  you  as  well 
as  your  correspondent. 

"  On  Dec.  17,  1903, 1  netted  two  male  rainbows  of 
about  l|lb.  each,  whose  milt  flowed  very  freely. 
They  were  with  some  brown  trout  on  the  spawning 
beds.  I  thought  to  myself, '  This  is  very  nice,  as  both 
are  going  to  spawn  together.'  During  the  follow- 
ing month,  January,  there  were  numbers  of  both 
male  and  fema'e  rainbows  up  with  the  brown  trout, 
which  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were 
quite  :  s  early  with  their  spawning  as  our  brown 
trout,  as  January  is  the  best  month  for  them  to 
spawn. 

"  In  the  following  early  April  the  members  were 
capturing  rainbows,  both  in  and  out  of  condition, 
the  same  as  the  brown  trout  that  were  being  landed, 
but  in  May  rainbows  were  being  captured  up  to 
lilb.  weight,  in  the  pink  of  condition,  but  had  to 
be  returned,  as  here,  as  in  other  parts  of  England, 
June  1  is  the  opening  day  for  the  killing  of  this  fish. 
Strange  to  say,  during  June  we  were  capturing  a 
few  male  rainbows  in  full  milt,  although  the  hen 
fish  seemed  in  grand  condition  and  gave  fine  sport 
right  up  to  our  closing  day,  Sept.  10. 

"The  following  spawning  season  at  Ctiristmas, 
1904,  the  rainbows  again  came  up  with  the  brownies, 
for  it  was  nothing  imusual  to  see  male  farios  waiting 
on  '  my  lady '  irideus,  or  a  male  brown  trout  and  a 
rainbow  attending  to  a  hen  brown  trout,  for  they 
rubbed  noses  quite  indiscriminately. 

'All  through  this  year's  (1905)  fishing  time  it 
was  a  difficult  matter  to  tell  when  the  rainbows  were 
at  their  best,  as  they  appeared  to  have  reached 
their  zenith  the  previous  year  when  they  were 
about  2|lb.  weight,  and  it  was  unusual  to  get  one 
in  such  good  condition  and  give  such  grand  sport 
as  they  did  the  previous  year.  Of  course,  there 
were  exceptions,  for  a  few  31b.  fish  and  one  of 
3lb.  ISoz.,  caught  in  September  this  year,  were  in 
perfect  condition,  and  fought  grandly ;  but  owing, 
as  I  said  previously,  to  the  fish  deteriorating,  it 
was  impossible  to  say  when  they  were  in  the  best 
of  condition,  or  when  your  original  fish  will  be 
again,  unless  we  take  away  our  outlet  screens  and 
let  the  fish  have  a  glass  of  sea  water.  Peisonallj% 
I  don't  think  their  condition  now  is  a  food  question 
at  all,  for  where  they  are  there  is  food  galore  of  all 
sorts  visible  to  the  human  eye  (let  alone  the  '  ones 
without  eyebrows '),  and  every  out-of-condition 
rainbow  I  have  opened  during  the  past  summer  has 
been  crammed  with  food — principally  moUusca— 
which  shows  the  fish  feed  all  right. 

"Early  in  September  I  opened  a  female  rainbow 
of  about  31b.,  and  much  to  my  surprise  the  ova 
was  in  a  very  advanced  state,  and  I  made  a  remark 
that  it  looked  as  if  the  rainbow  would  go  up  to 
spawn  before  the  brown  trout ;  and  sure  enough, 
yesterday,  Nov.  6,  there  were  some  on  the  beds,  and 
I  have  not  yet  seen  any  brownies  on  the  redds. 
This  early  spawning  sesms  to  point  to  the  rainbows 
getting  plenty  of  food,  for  I  believe  fish  breeders 
who  keep  stock  rainbows  and  hand  feed  them  find 
that  they  get  ripe  very  early  in  the  spawning  season. 

'■You  will  see  by  the  above  note  that  it  is  a 
difficult  matter  to  decide  here  on  an  opening  and 
closing  date  on  which  to  kill  these  eccentric  Yankees. 

"We  have  had  a  very  successful  season  here  this, 
year,  especially  when  one  takes  into  consideration 
the  scarcity  of  water  and  the  brightness  of  the 
weather,  for  the  members  have  landed  791  trout — 
the  best  brown  trout  weighing  31b.,  and  the  best 
rainbow  (caught  by  Miss  Corrie)  was  not  more 
than  an  ounce,  or  so  under  the  4lb.,  it  was  not 
weighed  as  it  had  to  bo  returned,  it  being  captured 
in  May ;  the  best  rainbow  killed  bumped  the  beam 
at  31b.  13oz.,  and  which  was  presented  to  the  mayor 
of  Newport  (Mr.  C.  Salter)  at  a  council  meeting.  If 
you  know  of  anyone  who  would  like  to  join  the 
Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association  next  year  at 
£10  10s.  per  annum,  with  no  entrance  fee,  we  should 
be  glad  if  you  can  recommend  them  as  we  have  two 
or  three  vacancies  for  next  season. — Yours  faith- 
fully, "  Plrcy  Wadham. 
"  Waltondale,  Newport, 
Isle  of  Wight." 

To  anyone  who  can  visit  the  lovely  Isle  of  Wight 
during  the  trout  fishing  season  I  can  strongly 
recommend  tho   (i'arisbrookc  Association  water. 


Part  of  the  water  us3d  to  be  stouked  by  tho  lato 
Marquis  of  Exeter,  who  told  me  he  had  many  fish 
over  2lb.  He  used  to  do  a  good  deal  of  sea  fishing 
round  the  island,  but  cliiefly  in  the  Solent,  until 
the  naval  artillery  practice  an  1  mi  e  explod'ng 
drove  the  fish  away.  As  I  got  the  rainbows  fr  im 
Mr.  E.  V.  Corrie^  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  his 
daughter  has  caught  the  record  fish  for  the  water 
so  far,  but  I  much  regret  to  see  that  Mr.  Wadham's 
experience  confirms  what  I  have  heard  from  other 
quarters — namely,  that  after  attaining  between  2lb. 
and  31b.  in  weight  rainbows  fall  off  in  condition  and 
everything  else. 

The  Old  Welsh  Harp  Fishery,  Hendon. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Messrs.  A.  Probyn  and  Co, 
that  the  waters  of  the  Old  Welsh  Harp  at  Hendon 
have  just  been  restocked  with  a  largo  number  of 
perch  and  roach,  and  they  have  also  ordered  some 
hundreds  of  carp  and  jack  for  restockmg  purposes. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  Messrs.  Probyn 
could  put  in  a  few  thousand  rudd. 

Messrs.  Foster's  Annual  Bargain  Sale. 

Anglers  who  like  bargains — and  most  people  have 
a  weakness  that  way — should  note  that  Messrs. 
Foster  Brothers,  of  the  Midland  Works,  Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire,  are  offering  some  slightly  shop-soiled 
stock  at  very  much  reduced  prices.  I  believe  the 
best  take  of  sea-trout  made  this  season  was  by  Mr. 
Cholmondeley-Pennell  on  one  of  their  light  guinea 
whole  canes  with  steel  ribbing.  The  steel  ribbing 
unquestionably  enables  Messrs.  Foster  to  use  a 
lighter  cane  than  would  otherwise  be  possible. 
The  great  difficulty  with  whole  canes  is  to  find 
canes  of  exactly  similar  action  ;  it  seems  to  be  a 
more  difficult  matter  than  matching  rods  in  green - 
heart  or  split-cane,  but  I  know  from  personal 
experience  that  Messrs.  Foster  take  the  greatest 
pains  in  carrying  out  one's  ideas,  and  will  send  half 
a  dozen  rods  to  select  from  if  necessary. 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  Gratlino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  In  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  2'Ae 
Pishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
tin;  Second  Edition  of  "  HowtoTie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  rhe  best  book  ever 
written  on  tbe  va.h\eat."— Pishing  Qatettt, 


The  Best  Dozen  Wet  Trout  Flies. 

"  Blackbird,"  who  is  a  Border  angler,  writes  : — ■ 
"Dear  Sir, — In  looking  over  my  book  at  the 
end  of  the  season,  I  find  that  during  it  I  have 
collected  fifty-three  different  patterns  of  flies.  I 
should  like  to  reduce  this  to  a  dozen  patterns, 
with  which  I  should  be  fairly  sure  to  be  successful 
if  trout  were  taking  at  all.  I  give  a  list  of  six 
winged  and  six  hackled  flies,  which  I  have  found 
to  be  the  bSSt. Winged:  March  Brown,  Green- 
well's  Glory,  Woodcock  and  Hare's  Ear,  Iron  Blue 
Dun,  Red  Quill,  Wickham.  HacMed  :  Darii  Snipe 
and  Purple,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Light  Woodcock  and 
Orange,  Dotterel  and  Yellow,  Stewart's  Black 
Spider  and  Red  Palmer.  I  should  be  glad  if  any 
more  experienced  wet  fly  fisher  would  comment  on 
my  choice  and  advise  me.  Could  I  still  more 
reduce  the  list  ?  For  dry  fly  I  only  uss  Olive  and 
Red  Quills.— Yours  truly,  "  Blackbird. 

"  P.S. — I  enclose  also  a  few  flies  which  are 
practically  identical  with  Greenwell's  Glory,  but 
which  I  have  for  some  years  found  such  good 
killers  that  I  should  like  a  better  fisherman  than 
myself  to  try  them.  The  body  is  olive  green  floss 
silk,  and  the  wings  hen  blackbird.  I  a  so  enclose 
three  patterns  small  salmon  flies,  which  you  might 
let  any  friend  of  yours  try  on  Blagdon  next  year." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  "Blackbird's"  1st 
is  a  very  fine  one  ;  but  why  does  he  wish  to  reduce 
his  flies  to  such  a  small  number  ?  If  we  fly  fishers 
all  did  this,  I  fear  the  art  of  fly  tying  would 
become  extinct ;  at  least,  it  would  lose  its  now 
endlessly  varied  attractions,  and  the  art  of  fly 
fishing  would  be  reduced  to  an  impoetical  and 
perhaps  no  more  practical  Rule  of  Three.  The  flies 
"Blackbird"  sends  are  very  good,  but  those  for 
Blagdon  on  No.  8  hooks  would  be  better  on  No.  5. 


A  Suggestion  for  Doing-  Away  with  a  Size- 
Limit  in  Trout  Streams. 

"  Chelidon's  "  article  under  the  above  heading  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  this  week  is  likely  to  raise  the 
hair  of  many  of  our  readers.  It  is  a  good  many 
years  since  Mr.  Senior  pointed  out  that  unquestion- 
ably the  putting  back  of  all  fish  under  a  certain  size 
has  in  time  the  effect  of  siDoiling  sport  by  educating 
the  fish  to  avoid  the  fly,  natural  or  artificial,  or  to 
become  so  extremely  wary  that,  except  for  those 
M'ho  live  on  a  river  and  can  select  their  own  times, 
the  game  is  not  \\'orth  the  candle.  I  remember 
endorsing  what  Mr.  Senior  said,  and  also  his  sugges- 
tion for  reducing  tUe  limit  for  Thames  trout  to,  say, 
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twelve' inches,  or  even  thirteen  inches,  instead  of 
sixteen  inches  as  at  present.  In  my  opinion,  Thames 
trout  fishing  will  never  be  of  any  importance  until 
this  change  is  made,  simply  because  it  is  now  not 
worth  while  to  put  in  trout  in  sufficient  quantities 
to  ensure  sport  for  all.  If  the  limit  were  reduced, 
say,  to  thirteen  inches,  I  would  start  a  fund  and 
subscribe  to  it,  and  I  feel  convinced  we  could  put 
at  least  ten  thousand  two-year-old  trout  into  the 
Thames  every  year,  and  in  a  few  years  the  value  of 
house  and  hotel  property  along  the  Valley  of  the 
Thames  would  go  up  considerably.  The  turning  in 
of  a  few  hundreds  simply  means  feeding  the  pike. 
Of  course,  it  is  unlikely  that  any  proprietor  of  a 
trout  water  or  any  club  will  adopt  "  Chelidon's  " 
drastic  remedy  for  non-rising  trout — that  is,  to  kill 
all  that  are  caught,  big  or  little  ;  but  I  can  make  a 
suggestion  which  I  have  made  before,  one  which 
can  be  carried  out  on  most  waters,  and  that  is  that 
all  undersized  fish  caught  in  certain  parts  of  the 
water  should  be  kept  alive  and  put  into  some  other 
part  of  the  water  screened  off  or  separated  in  some 
way,  and  not  fished  for,  but  fed  regularly,  if  necessary, 
and  then  in  three  or  six  months'  time  put  back  into 
the  water  open  to  fishing.  In  this  way  the  killing 
of  fish  which  a  good  sportsman  would  be  ashamed 
to  kill  would  be  avoided — they  would  live  to  fight 
again  another  day.  Fish  so  caught  could  be  kept 
alive  in  a  bait-can  or  keep-net,  and  transferred  to  a 
small  pond  or  some  fenced  off  part  of  the  water  at 
the  end  of  the  day. 


I  find,  in  heavily-dressed  lines  to  become  of  an 
elastic  nature,  and  to  a  small  extent  it  is  like  casting 
a  ball  at  the  end  of  a  yard  of  elastic — it  rebounds  ; 
it  is  often  sufficient  to  cause  the  fly  and  a  foot  or  so 
of  gut  to  bound  back  towards  you  instead  of  falling 
where  you  want  to  put  it ;  the  "  shoot "  prevents  this 
to  a  great  extent,  and  I  find  stretching  every  yard  of 
my  line  that  I  use  in  casting,  by  pulling  it  hard 
between  the  outstretched  hands,  yard  after  yard, 
also  helps  to  reduce  the  elasticity.  Sometimes  one 
can  get  the  fly  to  overcome  the  effect  of  an  adverse 
wind  or  an  eddy  of  wind  under  a  bank  by  pulling 
the  line  back  sharply  just  before  the  force  of  the 
cast  is  exhausted.  This  should  be  done  not  by 
lifting  the  rod,  but  by  pulling  it  back  horizontally, 
as  if  you  were  pulling  a  rope  sharply.  This  often 
makes  the  fly  fall  close  up  to  the  bank  where  the 
trout  is  feeding,  whereas  with  the  ordinary  cast 
without  the  pull  it — that  is,  the  fly — is  blown  back 
or  falls  back  every  time  a  foot  or  so  short  of  the  spot 
you  must  reach  to  get  a  rise  out  of  such  a  fish.  Mr. 
Brown  will  find  this  a  very  useful  little  dodge  to 
practise.  In  making  long  casts  he  will  find  it  best 
not  to  retrieve  each  cast  from  the  water  and  make 
it  again  on  the  water,  but  to  pull  in  a  few  yards 
after  each  long  cast  and  a  yard  or  two  more  off  the 
reel,  and  to  get  out  the  line  by  making  false  casts 
in  the  air,  and  to  "  shoot"  the  last  few  feet.  This 
also  causes  far  less  strain  on  the  rod  than  pulling 
each  cast  from  the  water,  is  less  tiring  and  more 
effective.  R.  B.  Marston. 


That  Poor  Wycombe  Trout  Stream. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  from  Mr.  James  Thurlow, 
whose  splendid  case  of  Wick  trout  was  one  of  the 
features  of  the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition,  that  the 
trout  of  the  Wick  have  again  been  poisoned.  Every 
time  a  good  head  of  trout  is  got  up  in  the  lovely 
little  Wick,  some  wicked  people  go  and  poison  them 
and  never  get  punished ;  it  is  enough  to  make  one 
— make  poor  puns. 


Shooting  the  Line,  etc. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I,  with  a  few  others  that  are 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  -would  esteem  it  a 
favour  if  you  could  see  your  way  to  give  us  an 
article  on  '  How  to  shoot  your  line  when  casting  in 
trout  fishing  with  the  fly,'  and  now  that  the  trout 
fishing  is  over  for  this  year,  would  like  to  get  a  hint 
how  it  is  done,  so  that  we  could,  practise  it  during 
the  winter,  and  be  better  prepared  for  next  season. 
It  is  very  aggravating  to  see  a  good  trout  just  a 
yard  or  so  beyond  your  best  cast. 

"  There  is  another  thing  troubled  me  greatly, 
and  that  was  my  line  clinging  and  twisting  round 
the  top  of  my  rod.  The  line  is  a  silk  waterproofed 
one.  Is  this  preventable  ?  Trusting  you  can  oblige, 
and  thanking  you  in  anticipation, — I  remain,  yours 
very  truly,  "  J.  Brown. 

"  Belfast." 

Mr.JBrown  should  use  a  fairly  stiff  fly  rod,  with 
"  snake  "  or  "  bridge  "  rings  and  a  smooth  dressed 
tapered  silk  line  which  has  been  rubbed  with 
Gishurstine  (I  formerly  used  deer's  fat,  but  find 
the  Gishurstine  cleaner  and  better,  and  I  caimot 
discover  that  it  injures  the  dressing  in  any  way 
— on  the  contrary,  it  preserves  it.  There  was 
formerly  a  difficulty  in  getting  Gishurstine,  but  I 
know  that  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.  and  Mr.  Gillett 
now  keep  it.  It  is  a  grand  dressing  for  leather 
fi.shing  and  -  shooting  boots,  also  for  putting  on 
ferrules,  for  oiling  one's  reel,  for  oiling  swivels, 
etc.).  Put  a  little  dab  of  Gishurstine  on  a  bit 
of  washleathcr,  stretch  the  line  between  two 
trees  or  posts  and  run  the  leather  along  the  line, 
holding  it  tightly  all  the  time.  If  this  is  done 
once  or  twice  a  week,  it  will  float  well  and  shoot 
through  the  rings  well.  Shooting  a  bit  of  line  is 
very  u.^eful  at  times,  and  is  soon  learned  :  it  is 
merely  pulling  off  a  yard  or  so  of  line  more  than 
when  you  are  casting  about  your  maximum  cast, 
letting  it  hang  down  between  the  reel  and  your 
hand  which  grasps  rod  and  line,  and  then  when 
the  force  of  your  forward  stroke  of  the  rod  has  sent 
the  line  out  nearly  to  its  full  extant,  then  you  take 
your  lingers  off  the  lino  held  with  the  rod  and  the 
weight  of  the  lino  which  still  moves  from  you,  pulls 
off  the  slack  between  the  reel  and  your  hand,  and 
in  this  way  the  line  is  not  checked  at  all.  The  great 
thing  is  to  have  all  friction  reduced  to  a  minimum, 
and  to^time  the  releasejcorrectly.  I  often  "  shoot  " 
wlKin'fishing  a  cast  sliorUn-  than  I  can  cast  if  I  wish 
to,  Bimply  because  the  lino  (sxtends  better  than 
when  it  is  suddenly  checked.    There  is  a  tendency. 


SUCCESS  OF  MESSES.  ALLCOCK 
AT  THE  LIEGE  EXHIBITION. 

f  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  of  Redditch,  write  : — 
"  We  have  much  pleasure  in  informing  you  that 
we  have  been  awarded  two  '  Grand  Prix  '  at  the 
Liege  Exhibition,  1905,  for  rods,  reels,  flies,  and 
general  tackle.  This  we  believe  to  be  the  highest 
award  ever  given  by  an  international  jury  for 
fishing  tackle. 

"  At  the  Paris  Exhibition  of  1900  we  received 
one  '  Grand  Prix.'  That  Avas  the  highest  award 
ever  given  to  that  date,  and  has  never  been  equalled 
or  exceeded  until  the  present  time." 


TEN  DAYS  AT  DEAL. 

At  last  we  are  off.  My  wife  and  I  make  our- 
selves comfortable  as  the  five  o'clock  train  for  Deal 
steams  slowly  out  of  Victoria  Station  on  a  late 
September  afternoon,  gliding  through  the  wilder- 
ness of  houses,  gradually  growing  thinner,  and 
merging  into  the  open  fields  and  hop  gardens  of 
Kent.  Through  the  quaint  old  town  of  Canterbury, 
the  light  fading  as  we  near  Folkestone,  on  through 
Dover,  and  then  Deal  at  last.  A  sturdy  youth 
shoulders  our  portmanteau  and  pilots  us  to  our 
"  digs,"  and  very  glad  we  are  to  find  a  nice  hot  tea 
waiting  for  us.  After  tea  a  little  explore  down 
High-street  and  a  forage  for  "  vittles,"  and  by  ten 
o'clock  we  are  tired  out  and  quite  ready  to  turn  in. 
Sunday  morning  dawns  grey  and  cheerless,  and  after 
breakfast,  just  as  we  are  ready  for  another  explore, 
down  comes  the  rain  and  keeps  on  all  day.  So 
Chump  Wood  0  !  Fireside  O  !  we  make  ourselves 
snug  in  our  little  back  sitting-room,  and  make  the 
best  of  a  bad  job.  But  Monday  morning  brings  a 
welcome  improvement,  a  soft  grey  day  with  a 
gentle  south  wind.  Directly  after  breakfast  I  go 
off  in  search  of  bait.  "  None  to  be  had  this  morning, 
sir  ;  plenty  this  afternoon,"  is  the  answer  all  along 
the  beach.  However.  I  don't  like  being  beaten, 
and  bait  I  mean  to  have.  At  last  I  manage  to 
secure  a  score  and  a  half  of  lugworms  at  sixpence  per 
score  (the  regular  price  here),  and  I  am  ready  to 
start. 

I  select  my  pitch  and  put  up  my  rod.  Then  my 
troubles  begin.  I  have  only  a  small  check  reel, 
and  must  coil  my  line  out  on  deck  instead  of  casting 
from  the  reel  in  the  proper  fashion.  Of  course, 
being  now  and  full  of  "  dressing,"  it  kinks  fearfully, 
and  ties  itself  up  into  most  ghastly  knots.  I  fear 
my  language  scarces  the  fish,  for  I  get  ne'er  a  nibble 
till  I  get  back  to  dinner.  But  I  see  several  good 
fish  taken,  among  others  a  nice  7lb.  codling.  After 
dinner  my  line  is  more  tractable,  and  I  secure  one 
little  codling  about  1  lb. — not  a  great  day's  sport,  but 
what|a  treat  it  is  just  to  sit  out  and  absorb  the 
lovely  sea  air,  and  how  kind  and  chummy  are  all 
my  brother  anglers  !  The  whole  pier  at  midday  is 
a  forest  of  rods,  each  with  its  little  bell,  which  makes 


a  merry  tinkle  when  hauling  in  a  struggling  fish. 
I  invest  in  a  proper  sea  reel,  and  next  day  I  am 
able  to  fish  in  comfort.  Another  lovely  morning, 
calm  sea  and  bright  sunshine.  The  wife  finds 
needlework  rather  slow,  so  I  leave  my  rod  in  her 
charge  and  go  into  the  town  to  buy  her  a  line.  I 
return  to  find  her  triumphant,  with  a  nice  little 
codling,  landed  for  her  by  a  friendly  neighbour.  I 
secure  one  more  before  dinner,  and  miss  several 
good  bites.  I  start  well  in  the  afternoon,  getting 
a  small  pollack  and  an  eel  almost  at  once,  but 
there  is  a  change  in  the  air.  Black,  angry  clouds 
appear  in  the  north-west,  a  stiff  breeze  springs  up 
from  the  same  quarter,  and  we  take  refuge  tmder 
cover  on  the  lower  deck  just  in  time  to  escape  a 
regular  deluge  which  lasts  about  two  hours.  A 
little  group  of  anglers  down  here  are  having  a  good 
time  among  the  codhng,  and  the  little  bells  keep  up 
a  merry  tune,  but  never  a  touch  do  I  get.  About 
five  o'clock  the  storm  passes  over,  and  we  make 
for  home. 

The  next  day  is  bitterly  cold,  so  we  give  fishing 
a  rest  and  explore  the  quaint  little  town  of  Sand- 
wich, with  its  maze  of  crooked,  narrow  streets^  I 
try  the  pier  again  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Mon- 
day, but  the  wind  has  fairly  set  in  the  north-west, 
and  I  get  nothing  but  a  few  miserable  little  pouting. 
My  wife  catches  nothing  but  rocks  and  seaweed, 
and  gives  up  in  disgust.  Tuesday  is  our  last 
morning,  and  quite  a  nice  lot  of  silver  whiting  are 
taken,  but  my  luck  is  still  out,  and  I  only  get  one 
small  one,  and  lose  my  paternoster  and  about  ten 
yards  of  line  on  the  bottom.  After  dinner  I  rig  up 
a  paternoster  on  a  fine  trout  spinning  trace,  and 
start  on  my  last  forlorn  hope.  A  lovely  afternoon, 
much  warmer,  and  a  strong  tide  running.  Very 
soon  a  sharp  tug,  tug,  and  I  haul  in  a  "  sure  'nuff  " 
codling,  about  ijlb.,  at  last,  the  first  for  three  days. 
I  soon  have  his  twin  brother  in  the  bag,  and  then, 
after  a  quiet  spell,  I  find  myself  fast  in  a  decent 
fish.  At  the  critical  moment  my  reel  drops  off,  but 
I  haul  in  hand  over  hand,  and  up  he  comes.  Now 
is  the  anxious  moment,  will  the  trace  hold  ?  I 
drop  the  rod  and  haul  him  up  steadily,  my  heart 
in  my  mouth.  At  last,  after  what  seems  j'ears,  he 
is  safely  over  the  rail  and  plumps  on  to  the  deck. 
Mr.  Richardson's  spring-balance  registers  just  under 
41b.  This  is  my  last  fish,  he  is  too  big  to  go  in  our 
bag,  so  we  slip  him  between  the  handles  and  march 
home  in  triumph,  my  smile  taking  up  nearly  all 
the  pavement.  How  a  slice  of  luck  banishes  recol- 
lections of  blank  days !  Next  morning  we  are 
bound  for  "  the  smoke,"  but  we  take  our  farewell 
stroll  along  the  beach.  "  Bait,  sir  ?  "  "  Don't  talk 
to  me  about  bait  or  there  will  be  murder."  Our  time 
is  gone,  we  are  in  the  train  once  more,  the  engine 
gives  a  despairing  shriek,  and  little  Deal  is  soon 
left  far  behind.  Our  ten  days  have  slipped  away 
only  too  fast,  as  all  holidays  do,  and  we  are  soon 
back  in  the  din  and  bustle  of  London.  Here  we 
are,  home  again  at  last,  both  of  us  tamied  by  wind 
and  sun,  and  feeling  braced  up  for  another  year's 
work.  We  have  made  no  record  catches,  but  just 
enjoyed  ourselves  in  our  humble  way,  and,  as 
Shakespeare  says,  "  What's  the  odds,  so  long  as 
you're  'appy."*  And  now  just  a  word  or  two  to 
any  reader  who  may  be  anxious  to  try  his  luck  at 
Deal.  Tackle  is  very  simple,  a  .sea  rod  or  a  stout 
general  rod,  with  a  short,  strong  top,  a  sea  reel  and 
fifty  yards  or  more  of  sea  line,  fine  enough  to  enable 
him  to  cast  out  well  ;  fishing  far  seems  to  pay  best. 
A  few  weights  and  a  sea  paternoster,  with  two  or 
three  good-sized  hooks  mounted  on  twisted  gut, 
will  be  about  all  he  wants  for  pier  fishing.  The 
best  bait  of  all  is,  I  think,  hermit  crabs,  but  they 
are  scarce.  They  are  to  be  caught  by  letting  down 
a  ring  net  baited  with  a  bit  of  fish  or  offal.  Lug- 
worms  are  good,  and  can  be  bought,  as  I  mentioned 
before,  at  sixpence  per  score.  If  you  feel  energetic, 
you  may  go  and  dig  them  yourself,  but  you  will 
have  to  walk  about  three  miles  each  way.  Boat 
fishing  I  did  not  try,  but  I  think  the  usual  charge 
is  2s.  6d.  per  hour,  and  I  know  that  good  sport  is  to 
be  had.  For  any  further  information,  I  cannot  do 
better  than  refer  intending  anglers  to  Mr.  Richard- 
son, Deal  Pier,  who  knows  as  much  about  pier 
fishing  as  any  man  living,  and  who  is  only  too 
pleased  to  assist  visitors.  Sidney  H.  Fry. 


A  MA.N  who  is  always  on  the  look  out  for  novelties, 
recently  asked  a  dealer  in  automobiles  if  there  was 
anything  new  in  machines.  "  There's  a  patented 
improvement  that  has  just  been  put  on  the  market," 
replied  the  dealer.  "  A  folding  horse  that  fits  under 
the  seat." 
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Varied  are  the  ruminations  of  anglers.  Some 
look  back  on  the  past  season  of  trout  fishing  with 
feelings  of  satisfaction,  and  generally  vow  to  fish 
next  season  in  the  same  prolific  waters.  Others 
are  only  half  satisfied.  Angle  they  did  amid  sur- 
roundings which  would  have  made  a  very  enjoy- 
able holiday  had  there  been  a  reasonable  amount 
of  sport.  In  imagination  they  may  still  feel  the 
freedom  of  the  loch  and  the  breezes  which  come  to 
you  with  the  scent  of  the  heather  and  the  healthy 
resinous  odour  of  the  pine  trees.  Or  perhaps  they 
may  have  followed  the  winding  banks  of  a  way- 
ward river,  and  felt  the  magnetic  charm  of  its  mur- 
muring waters.  Yes  I  these  things  they  have 
probably  experienced  and  enjoyed,  but  by  no 
stretch  of  the  imagination  can  they  look  back 
pleasantly  on  sport  which  was  conspicuous  by  its 
absence.    And  there  is  the  grievance  ! 

To  those  anglers  with  a  grievance  I  would 
specially  address  the  present  article,  and  I  am  sure 
if  they  direct  their  angling  art  at  the  Findhorn 
trout  they  will  achieve  very  satisfactory  results. 

You  can  fish  this  lovely  salmon  and  trout  stream 
in  the  tidal  waters,  or  you  can  angle  in  its  prolific 
pools  and  streams  2000ft.  above  sea  level  in  an 
atmosphere  dry  and  bracing.  ' 

The  Findhorn  rises  in  the  Monadhliath  mountains, 
and  in  its  journey  of  sixty-two  miles  traverses  the 
counties  of  Inverness,  Nairn,  and  Elgin.  Its  source 
is  at  an  altitude  of  2800ft.,  and  the  scenery  along 
its  lengthy  run  is  unsurpassed  for  beauty.  It  enters 
the  Moray  Firth  near  the  town  of  Forres,  a  quaint 
little  town  with  a  very  comfortable  hydropathic, 
which  is  greatly  patronised  by  visitors.  The  climate 
round  about  Forres  is  very  dry  and  bracing,  a  fact 
which  brings  many  strangers  to  spend  the  winters 
there.  The  river  borders  the  town  on  one  side,  and 
by  paying  a  small  charge  per  day,  anglers  can  fish 
about  five  miles  of  water.  This  length  includes  a 
good  deal  of  tidal  water. 

There  are  several  very  good  hotels  in  the  town, 
and  the  tarift'  is  moderate. 

The  hydropathic  is  about  one  mile  from  the 
river,  and  to  those  who  prefer  to  frequent  hydros., 
excellent  accommodation  and  fare  can  be  had  from 
two  to  three  guineas  per  week.  Tennis,  croquet, 
and  golf  can  be  enjoyed  when  bright  weather  and 
very  low  water  make  their  presence  felt  in  an  angling 
holiday.  But  even  with  conditions  thus,  a  skilful 
clear  water  wormer  may  have  good  sport. 

The  fishing  in  the  tidal  reaches  is  sometimes 
very  good,  and  nice  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  are  obtained  in  the  spring  and  autumn.  The 
salmon  fishing,  which  is  included  in  the  licence,  is 
of  some  importance,  and  a  Findhorn  salmon  is  a 
thing  to  reckon  with.  They  run  large  and  fight  like 
trojans.  Some  miles  up  the  river  Lord  Moray's 
water  begins.  It  is  strictly  preserved,  and  fortunate 
indeed  is  he  who  spends  a  day  plying  the  salmon 
fly  there.  Some  of  the  pools  are  famous  casts. 
In  one  of  these  pools  many  years  ago  Lord  Moray's 
fishermen  caught  five  hundred  and  twenty  salmon 
in  one  haul  of  the  net — veritably  a  miraculous  haul 
of  fish.  The  pools  sometimes  teem  with  fish,  and 
very  large  specimens  are  caught  with  the  rod. 

The  scenery  for  miles  along  the  river  is  awe- 
in.spiring  in  its  grandeur,and  amateur  photographers 
could  use  their  Kodaks  to  great  advantage.  A 
very  enjoyable  day  can  be  spent  by  taking  train, 
or  driving,  from  Forres  to  Dunphail,  and  returning 
on  foot  along  the  banks  of  the  river.  |  It  only  means 
a  walk  of  five  to  six  miles,  and  will  well  repay  the 
exertion.  Randolph's  Leap  is  passed  on  the  way. 
There  the  river  rushes  through  a  narrow  neck,  and 
tradition  records  that  an  ancestor  of  the  present 
Lord  Moray,  when  hotly  pursued  by  some  rival 
factions,  or  enemies,  leapt  the  gorge  and  found 
safety  on  his  own  side  of  the  river  where  none 
could  follow.  The  leap  is  prodigious,  and  shows 
what  man  can  do  when  death  follows  hard  at  his 
heels. 

There  are  nice  paths  following  the  trend  of  the 
river,  and  in  some  places  the  pedestrian  is  100ft. 
or  more  above  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  looking 
sheer  down. 

The  river,  ever  changeful  in  its  mood,  is  food  for 
thought  to  a  romantic  mind — ^rushing,  swirling, 
eddying,  gently  flowing,  deep  and  menacing  to  the 
unwary  footfall,  it  has  witnessed  many  a  dire 
tragedy. 

The  rise  of  the  Findhorn  is  sometimes  extra- 
ordinary. It  gathers  the  rain-swollen  mountain 
torrents  with  impetuous  haste,   marshals  them 


together,  and  bursts  like'"a  tidal  wave  upon  the 
sight  of  the  usually  startled  native  far  below. 

Taking  all  things  fishing  into  consideration,  and 
from  the  point  of  view  of  health  also,  the  best 
place  to  stay  at  is  Tomatin,  a  small  village  sixteen 
miles  from  Inverness  by  the  Aviemore  line,  and 
situated  among  the  hills  at  a  very  high  altitude. 
The  river  passes  near  the  village,  and  a  fine  stretch 
of  trout  water  can  be  fished  free  from  the  Freeburn 
Hotel,  near  by.  Or,  if  a  private  house  is  preferred, 
accommodation  can  easily  be  had  in  the  village. 
The  Highland  Railway  Company  supply  a  guide 
to  lodging-houses  which  embraces  this  district.  To 
anglers  that  are  martyrs  to  dyspepsia,  or  harassed 
with  the  anxieties  of  a  weak  chest,  I  know  of  no 
better  place  to  recommend.  The  air  is  pure  and 
delightful,  and  comes  sweeping  from  the  heather- 
clad  hills  with  a  freshness  and  odour  which  involun- 
tarily expands  the  chest.  The  sport  here  is  some- 
times brilliant,  and  angling  can  be  pursued  with 


scale — hook  and  play,  hook  and  play  in  rapid 
succe.ssion  until  the  trout  were  satisfied.  The 
best  flies  are  March  Brown  and  Olive  Dun.  My 
experience  of  the  Findhorn  has  taught  •  me  to 
discard  all  others.  These  are  the  only  flies  to  be 
seen  on  the  water  in  May. 

The  river  is  good  at  other  times  of  the 
year.  Large  trout  are  caught  in  the  summer 
evenings  when  the  water  is  low.  And  for  clear 
water  worming — to  my  mind  the  ideal  form  of 
sport — I  can  imagine  no  better  stream  than  the 
Findhorn.  A  skilful  angler  can  capture  some 
beautiful  trout  in  this  way  in  June  and  July  ;  and 
the  sport  is  enthralling — wading  upstream  and 
hooking  beauties  in  shallow  runs  and  behind 
boulders.  Another  very  deadly  form  of  fishing, 
when  the  tackle  is  not  too  heavy,  is  the  "  par  tail," 
or  natural  minnow.  I  have  seen  a  couple  of  trout 
caught  by  Mr.  Watson,  Inverness,  some  years  ago, 
at  Tomatin,  when  fishing  the  "  par  tail,"  weigh 


'  ^^^^  ■■ .    .  ^ 


The  Findhorn,  neae  Darnaway. 


uninterrupted  zeal.  Only  the  occasional  bleat  of  a 
sheep  or  the  disturbed  cry  of  the  oyster-catcher 
breaks  the  silence.  If  the  angler  is  lucky,  he  may 
sometimes  be  pleasantly  surprised  to  suddenly  find 
a  roe-deer  gazing  at  him  for  a  second  or  two  with 
eyes  of  fear  and  wonder.  Such  graceful  creatures 
add  charm  to  the  surroundings,  and  retrieve  the 
desolation  of  the  uplands. 

The  best  all-round  month  for  sport  is  undoubtedly 
May.  I  have  fished  the  Findhorn  for  four  successive 
years  on  the  first  Monday  of  May.  On  the  last  two 
occasions  I  must  confess  the  sport  was  poor.  On 
each  day  a  snowstorm  raged  for  an  hour  or  two. 
There  was  no  hatch-out  of  flies  as  invariably  there 
is  in  May,  and  the  trout  would  not  rise.  The  few 
that  we  landed  were  caught  with  small  worms  on 
fine  Stewart  tackle.  On  one  of  the  four  occasions, 
however,  a  mild  rain  fell  in  a  small  drizzle.  March 
Browns  and  Olive  Duns  came  down  the  river  in 
thousands,  and  I  creeled  about  lOlb.  of  trout.  For 
an  hour  or  so  at  midday  the  sport  waa  on  a  hurried 


5lb.  and  31b.  respectively.  These  were  the  heaviest 
fish  of  a  remarkable  basket  creeled  in  a  day's 
fishing.  A  51b.  fish  is  not  often  killed,  but  3lb.  is 
often  met  with. 

To  those  who  love  the  'bare,  silent  hills,  the  eerie 
persistent  sough  of  the  wind  among  the  neigh- 
bouring clumps  of  fir  trees,  and  the  mighty  solitude 
which  dominates  all,  I  should  exclaim — go  to 
Tomatin. 

Unless  the  angler  is  already  started  on~a  rapid 
journey  to  the  grave,  health  he  will  undoubtedly 
obtain  there  ;  and  if  he  has  no  sport  and  goes 
home  disappointed,  then  is  he  very  unfortunate,  for 
the  elements,  indeed,  must  have  been  unfavourable. 
Given  a  mild  month  of  May,  I  consider  he  is  a  very 
fortunate  individual  who  can  spend  his  time  by 
the  side  of  the  river  at  Tomatin. 

One  curious  phenomenon  I  must  relate  before  I 
finish.  When  I  first  went  to  fish  the  Findhorn, 
many  years  ago,  I  was  much  disappointed  to  find 
the  river  very  low,  and  for  the  first  few  hours  I 
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His  Tackle  seems  better  than  his  Temper. 


fished  with  poor  expectations  of  good  sport.  Close 
on  midday  I  observed  to  my  sui-prise  that  the 
river  had  risen  considerably,  for  no  apparent 
reason,  and,  indeed,  kept  on  rising  until  .3  or  4  p.m., 
when  it  gradually  began  to  subside.  It  was  only 
after  two  or  three  visits,  when  the  same  thing 
happened  on  each  occasion,  that  I  was  enlightened 
by  a  native  of  the  cause.  It  appears  that  near  the 
source  of  the  Findhorn  there  are  deep  corries  among 
the  hills  where  the  snow  lies  long  into  the  summer. 
The  sun  only  finds  out  these  dark  retreats  at  mid- 
day, when  the  snow  melts  and  runs  into  the  river. 
In  the  evening  the  fast-sinking  sun  withdraws,  and 
the  snow,  no  longer  beat  upon  by  the  strong 
rays,  dries  up,  and  the  corries  again  assume  their 
gloomy  air.  The  river  falls  for  want  of  the  snow 
water,  and  puzzles  the  wondering  fisherman  miles 
below.  So  that  the  angler  who  goes  to  the  stream 
on  a  May  morn  and  finds  the  water  very  low,  need 
not  be  depressed,  for  if  the  sun  shines  that  day, 
assuredly  the  river  will  rise  ;  and  also  the  weight 
in  his  creel.  Olivia  Dunn. 


A  MONTH  WITH  SEA-TKOUT. 


{Continued,  from  page  325.) 

Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  a  fellow  fisherman 
I  was  given  an  hour  and  a  half  on  the  good  stand 
the  next  evening.  The  weather  was  still  and 
sunny,  he  had  had  a  wretched  day  and  had  got 
only  three  small  trout  with  his  wet  flies.  I  tried 
my  old  flies  first  and  got  no  rise  at  all,  and  the 
trout  were  jumping  everywhere.  But  as  soon  as 
I  tried  my  floating  fly  again  I  hooked  a  21b. 
trout  which  we  succeeded  in  landing.  I  was,  of 
course,  using  a  fine  cast,  and  the  fish  sulked ;  he 
swam  slowly  about  under  the  bank,  and  it  took  me 
a  long  time  to  land  him.  So  precious  time  was 
lost,  and  more  was  spent  in  restoring  a  semblance 
of  life  to  my  hard-worked  fly.  I  got  two  more 
trout,  one  of  lib.  5oz.  and  one  of  1  lb.  This  time 
they  took  my  fly  well,  and  I  only  rose,  one  or  two 
that  I  did  not  hook.  Had  I  had  more  flies  I  ought 
to  have  done  very  well  indeed.  But  my  fish  were 
bigger  than  any  that  I  or  anyone  else  had  caught 
yet,  and  I  went  home  in  great  excitement,  and, 
when  I  was  asked  how  I  had  got  them,  I,  for  the 
first  time,  ventured  to  tell  the  other  fishing  people 
of  my  experiment  and  experiences,  for  there  were 
my  trout  to  bear  witness  to  what  I  bad  to  say. 

It  was  very  kindly  received,  and  I,  of  course, 
thought  that  I  had  made  a  great  discovery !  but  I 
did  try  to  keep  that  idea  to  myself.  Even  in  my 
most  sanguine  moments  the  thought  would  come 
that  plenty  of  people  in  Ireland  as  elsewhere  knew 
and  loved  a  dry-fly,  and  they  could  hardly  have 
left  the  discovery  that  sea-trout  would  take  it  for 
rae  to  make.  Dreams  of  enormous  mouths  opening 
to  take  impossibly  perfect  flies  disturbed  my 
slumbers  during  that  night,  and  I  woke  to  find 
myself  wondering  how  I  could  bring  home  all  the 
trout  that  I  was  so  certainly  going  to  catch  that 
day.  But  the  evening  found  me  a  sadder  and  a 
wiser  woman,  with  good  cause  to  grieve  over  the 
tongue  which  is  always  something  of  a  trouble 
to  me. 

Three  men  were  to  fish  the  famous  "  No.  1 "  on 
that  day,  and  one  of  them  asked  me  to  telegraph 
for  some  of  my  flies  for  them,  and  also  to  come 
down  to  their  stand  that  evening  and  let  them  see 
the  effect  those  said  flies  had  on  the  trout.  Also  he 
said  that  they  had  never  seen  a  dry-fly  used,  and 
would  I  show  them  how  to  do  it  ?  Now,  I  have 
never  been  taught  how  to  do  it  either,  but  have 
gleaned  what  knowledge  I  could  from  books,  and 
from  constant  efforts  to  master  what  I  find  to  be  a 
most  difficult  science.  So  I  felt  shy  and  said  so, 
and  was  told  that  in  the  cause  of  science,  etc.,  such 
feelings  should  be  overcome.  Accordingly,  when 
six  o'clock  came,  down  Tom  and  I  went  to  try  our 
luck  and  my  beloved  fly  once  more.  The  ghillies 
bet  heavily  on  the  results  of  each  day's  fishing,  and 
to-day,  Tom,  who  is  even  more  easily  roused  to 
enthusiasm  than  I  am,  had  staked  a  small  fortune 
on  the  result.  .  .  .  And  not  a  trout  rose !  They 
must  have  a  sense  of  humour,  these  Irish  fish — but 
I  thought  them  pigs  for  it  on  that  evening.  Tom's 
face  grew  longer,  my  hosts  became  more  and  more 
polite,  and  tried  to  let  me  down  easily  by  inventing 
excuses  for  the  trout,  and  I  stuck  to  it,  alternately 
enraged  and  amused.  At  last  I  did  rise  one  or  two, 
but  I  caught  only  one  quite  fimall  fellow,  and  that 
after  my  friendly  hosts  had  lost  patience  and  gone 
Lome.    1  was  only  just  in  time  to  rescue  him  from 


Tom's  wrath  and  put  him  back,  and  then  we  started 
on  our  walk  home  in  a  dejected  silence.  I  had  only 
one  more  chance  of  trying  my  fly  on  that  same 
pool,  but  the  trout  never  showed  quite  their  first 
interest  in  it  again  anywhere.  Still,  my  faith  in  it 
remains  unshaken,  though  my  dreams  of  success  are 
no  longer  so  extravagant  as  on  that  one  happy 
evening,  and  the  word  "  discovery  "  is  banished  per- 
manently from  my  dictionary.  In  spit^e  of  that 
failure  one  substantial  proof  of  my  former  success 
was  given:  during  the  next  few  days  the  other 
people  who  were  fishing  sent  off  orders  for  various 
floating  flies,  and  meant  to  try  them. 

When  mine  did  at  last  arrive  I  had  only  one 
morning  left  before  I  had  to  go  back  to  England. 
I  secured  one  trout  of  about  fib.,  and  then  tried 
for  some  hours  with  no  success,  beyond  rising  three 
in  the  old  exasperating  way.  Then,  at  last,  I  rose 
the  biggest  trout  I  had  seen  yet,  and  he  missed  my 
fly.  I  waited  a  few  minutes,  put  on  another  and 
oifered  it  to  him.  He  came — I  could  see  him — 
did  not  touch  it,  and,  with  a  tremendous  effort  at 
self-control,  I  refrained  from  striking.  I  waited 
again — one  of  the  longest  minutes  of  my  life — and 
floated  my  fly  over  him  once  more.  This  time  he 
took  it.  I  saw  a  great  back  as  he  turned,  then  he 
made  for  some  rushes,  the  reel  screamed,  and — and 
...  a  little  jerk  .  .  .  line,  cast  and  fly  were 
floating  helplessly,  and  he  was  gone  ...  It  wa?  a 
bitter  moment. 

Very  soon  after  this  I  saw  another  good  trout 
jump  and  I  tried  for  him.  He  came  instantly, 
took  the  fly,  and  made  otf  with  a  rush  and  one 


jump,  and — he  was  gone  too.  "  I  had  to  race  for  my 
train  then,  and  my  fishing  was  over  for  this  year. 
But  those  results  will  certainly  make  m»  take  a 
good  supply  of  floating  flies  with  me  when  I  go 
agiin,  and  I  shall  hope  for  the  still,  bright  days  on 
which — hitherto — I  have  considered  fishing  for  sea- 
trout  as  an  almost  hopalessly  difiSoult  task. 

The  conditions  of  the  fishing  this  year  at  

have  been  very  different  to  what  they  usually  are. 
The  water  in  the  river  was  far  below  its  usual 
level,  and  there  was  not  enough  to  enable  the  fish 
to  get  up  into  the  lakes.  But  a  lot  of  trout  got 
into  the  two  lowest  fresh-water  pools  of  the  river, 
and  these  pools  were  fished  every  day  during  the 
time  that  I  spent  in  the  place,  often  by  two  and 
sometimes  by  three  people,  so  the  trout  naturally 
became  very  shy  and  very  accustomed  to  the  sight 
of  artificial  fliies. 

I  think  this  may  partly  account  for  their  curiosity 
about  the  new  floating  flies,  and  for  the  ditficulty 
of  hooking  them.  But  I  am  suie  that  a  skilful 
fisherman  would  have  caught  many  more,  and  I 
hofje  that  a  few  people  who  may  not  have  done  so 
already  will  be  tempted  by  my  partial  success  to 
try  the  effect  of  a  floating  fly  on  sea-trout  them- 
selves. Of  course,  there  are  many  days  when  it  is 
impossible  to  use  a  dry-fly  there,  and  many  when 
probably  anybody  would  do  better  with  the  wet 
flies  ;  but  there  are  also  some  still  days  and  many 
evenings  when  a  dry-fly  can  be  used  perfectly  well 
even  on  the  lakes,  and  when  the  trout  seem  to 
prefer  it. 

One  of  my  last  days  brought  me  excitement  soak 
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as  I  had  never  felt  before,  and  outrageous  luck.  .  . 
I  had  the  best  stand,  and  I  had  been  fishing  the 
whole  morning  with  no  success  beyond  the  capture 
of  one  nice  trout.  The  sun  shone  and  the  water 
looked  like  glass,  and  I  had  no  floating  flies  with 
me.  About  twelve  o'clock  a  little  breeze  sprang 
up,  and  I  went  down  to  the  lowest  pool  to  try  my 
luck  there.  It  was  a  small  place,  almost  choked 
with  weeds;  there  was  a  strong  current,  and  the 
wind  was  blowing  straight  down  stream.  So  down 
stream  I  fished  it,  but  rather  hopelessly,  for  the 
water  was  very  clear.  I  was  using  a  10ft.  6in.  trout 
rod.  my  finest  tackle,  naturally,  and  two  small  flies. 
Suddenly  one  was  taken,  gently,  but  in  a  fashion 
quite  new  to  me,  and  then  to  my  astonishment  I 
saw  the  back  of  a  great  fish  for  a  moment.  Then 
off  he  went  with  a  tremendous  rush,  and  jumped 
clear  out  of  the  water.  Time  stood  still,  and  every- 
thing in  the  world  vanished  except  the  fish.  I 
heard  myself  say,  "  Oh,  Tom,"  in  a  voice  that 
seemed  to  come  from  miles  away,  and  I  heard  a 
shout  from  Tom,  "  He's  a  salmon."  I  saw  that  the 
salmon  had  rushed  straight  through  the  bed  of  soft 
weeds,  and  that  my  line  was  caught  in  them — 
weighed  down  —  and  yet,  mercifully,  slipping 
through.  Tom  saw  it  as  I  did,  and  while  I  flung 
myself  out  on  to  the  rocks  to  get  straight  above  my 
fish,  he  dashed  into  the  water,  pulled  up  the  weeds 
and  freed  my  line.  By  sheer  good  luck  the  fish  was 
quiet  during  the  few  long  seconds  that  it  took  me 
to  reel  in  that  slack  line  and  feel  him  again.  Then 
he  jumped,  once,  twice,  and  a  third  time,  and  each 
time  the  thought  of  my  fine  cast  sent  a  shiver  of 
fear  through  me.  He  rxished  back,  almost  to  me, 
and  down  the  pool  a  second  time.  The  pool  was 
some  twenty  yards  long,  but  very  narrow  and  filled 
with  the  soft  weeds  in  which  I  had  lost  many  trout, 
below  was  a  very  shallow  run,  and  below  that  some 
rocks  and  a  little  fall  which  reached  the  tidal 
water. 

I  almost  must  have  lost  him  if  he  had  tried  to 
go  down.  At  first  it  was  twenty  to  one  on  the 
salmon  ;  but  after  those  first  rushes  the  chances 
were  in  my  favour,  if  that  second  fly  did  not  catch 
in  the  weeds,  for  the  current  and  weeds  were 
tiring  him  out.  We  had  a  long-handled  net — no 
gaS — but  the  joint  was  very  weak  and  the  net 
rotten,  and  the  remembrance  of  this  was  an  added 
terror.  After  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  came 
the  supreme  test  of  Tom's  skill  and  of  my  luck. 
He  waded  out  up  to  his  chest  in  mud  and  water, 
held  the  net  by  its  hoop  under  the  water,  and 
waited.  Twice  I  tried— »,and  failed — to  bring  the 
fish  into  it.  I  had  to  l)e  very  gentle,  but  Tom 
never  moved.  The  third  time  I  succeeded.  I 
heard  a  ghastly  cracking,  and — while  my  heart 
stood  still  from  fear — I  saw  Tom  stagger  out  past 
me — fish,  net,  and  weeds  clasped  in  his  arms.  I 
got  to  the  bank  somehow,  too,  and  sank  down 
there,  finding  that  mv  knees  were  quite  incapable 
of  supporting  me,  and  that  the  universe  was  slowly 
and  giddily  assuming  something  like  its  proper 
proportions  again.  .  ,  . 

I  had  heard  and  read  wonderingly  of  such 
moments  before ;  now  I  have  learnt  for  myself 
how  glorious  they  can  be,  and  what  excitement  a 
day's  fishing  sometimes  has  to  offer  us.  And, 
though  I  still  prefer  a  big  trout  myself,  I  know,  too, 
why  a  salmon  is  called  the  king  of  fish.  Mine  is 
only  a  small  one,  of  61b. ;  but  he  was  my  first, 
and  big  enough  to  prove  very  exciting  to  me  with 
my  small  rod  and  fine  tackle  in  the  small  place  he 
had  selected  to  lie  in.  The  result  of  the  rest  of  the 
day's  fishing  was  five  trout,  weighing  4lb.  ;  so  the 
day  was,  so  far  as  the  fun  of  it  went,  by  far  the 
best  I  had,  and  it  certainly  was  the  one  I  enjoyed 
the  most. 

All  of  us  who  have  fished  in  Ireland  this  year 
know  how  the  want  of  rain  has  affected  the  fishing 
on  small  rivers  ;  but  I,  who  have  never  had  sea- 
trout  fishing  before  at  all.  have  thought  it  good 
fun  indeed;  my  five  weeks  of  it  were  the  shortest  I 
have  ever  spent  anywhere,  and  I  feel  sad  to  think 
that  they  are  over. 

No  one  could  spend  a  month  among  those  West 
of  Ireland  people  without  learning  to  think  them 
very  lovable.  They  have  very  obvious — and,  I 
think,  childish — faults;  but  they  are  people  who 
know  poverty  in  one  of  its  hardest  forms,  and  they 
bear  it  most  uncomplainingly.  They  face  their 
troubles  and,  harder  still,  the  monotony  of  their 
daily  lives  in  a  brave,  cheery,  kindly  spirit  that 
roust  compel  the  admiration  of  all,  and  must  win 
them  the  warm  love  of  all  who  know  them. 

A.  G. 


"A  SENTIMENTAL  JOUENEY." 

I  AM  on  my  way  to  the,  sea,  whither  I  go  an  angling, 
being  intent  upon  the  capture  of  some  of  those 
remaining  fish,  which,  I  am  assured,  are  of  a  far 
superior  quality  to  any  that  have  as  yet  come 
"  out  of  it."  With  a  week  before  me,  and  the  tides, 
wind,  and  weather  in  good  order,  all  things  are  pos- 
sible, and  nothing  is  unlikely.  Turning  to  "  Sport  " 
in  the  local  guide-book,  I  find—"  Fishing  good  ; 
best  month  November."  It  is  November,  and,  this 
being  so,  I  am  of  a  mind  to  be  pleased  with  every- 
thing and  at  peace  with  all  the  world. 

But  the  time  is  early  yet  to  be  thinking  of  the  sea 
for  the  train  is  still  in  Surrey,  and  through  a  belt  of 
trees  that  stand  gaunt  and  lonely  and  bare,  I  catch 
the  glint  of  water  shining  silver,  where  the  winter's 
sun  has  lighted  on  its  quiet  surface.  My  thoughts 
are  away  from  the  coast  and  back  to  inland  England, 
back  from  the  shimmering  restless  ocean  to  this 
strange  silent  pool.  "  What  does  it  hold,"  I 
wonder.  Huge  "carps,"  mayhap,  of  vei^erable age, 
with  memories  of  monks  and  monasteries  of  a 
hundred  years  ago  ;  or  eke  that  great  and  mighty 
pike  that  is  the  summit  of  my  heart's  desire  ? 
Pondering  these  things  awhile  the  changing  scene 
now  gives  fresh  food  for  thought,  we  are  beside  a 
deep  and  sluggish  river,  famous  for  its  roach  and 
bream,  recollections  of  many  a  happy  hour  flood 
back  upon  me  as  we  hurry  by  ;  the  "  Oak  Tree  " 
and  the  "  Gate  "  swim,  I  know  them  well  ;  many 
a  good  and  many  a  bad  day  have  I  had  there,  but 
never  a  dull  one.  Latterly  the  river's  fame  has 
spread,  and  now.  where  aforetime  one  saw  scarce 
a  soul,  the  honest  anglers  may  be  found  in  groups 
of  three  and  four.  This  does  not  do  for  me, 
who  am,  when  fishing,  ever  a  seeker  after  solitude, 
and  whose  desire — like  Corydon's  in  Izaak  Walton- 
is,  "  That  quiet  contemplation  possesseth  all  my 
mind." 

So  the  old  swims,  save  for  an  occasional  pil- 
grimage for  "  sweet  association's  sake,"  have,  in  the 
ever-changing  course  of  time,  come  to  be  naught 
but  pleasant  far-off  memories.  We  are  into  the  fair 
Weald  of  Sussex  now,  and  my  thoughts  stray  for  a 
moment  to  the  sparkling  coast-line  that  lies  beyond 
the  distant  Downs  ;  a  pond,  nestling  in  a  wooded 
hollow,  brings  me  swiftly  back  to  the  Weald  again  ; 
a  Hammer  pond  it  is,  a  relic  of  a  hundred  years  ago, 
of  when  these  same  fields  and  meadows  green  were 
held  in  the  devastating  grasp  of  the  Sussex  iron- 
workers ;  when  furnace  flames  leaped  forth  by  day 
and  night,  fed  not  by  coal,  but  by  fair  forest  trees, 
the  oak,  the  elm.  the  beech.  The  workers  all  are 
dead  and  gone  ;  the  trees  are  grown  again,  and  all 
that  now  is  left  to  tell  the  tale  are  the  mounds  of 
ash  and  cinder,  and  the  deep  ponds  where  many  a 
good  fish  has  his  dwelling. 

We  are  passing  through  a  gap  in  the  Downs  now  ; 
there  be  those,  alas  !  who  love  them  only  for  their 
famous  mutton,  but  there  be  others,  myself  for  one, 
who  will  find  ready  agreement  with  Gilbert  White's 
well-known  opinion.  "  Though  I  have  now  tra- 
velled the  Sussex  Downs  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years,"  writes  the  delightful  natural  historian,  "  yet 
I  still  investigate  that  chain  of  majestic  mountains 
with  fresh  admiration  year  by  year,  and  think  I  see 
fresh  beauties  every  time  I  traverse  it."  The  train 
now  is  speeding  me  across  a  river  that  has  woxmd  its 
slow  and  sinuous  course  from  near  by  that  very 
Hammer  pond  we  passed  awhile  ago  ;  good  trout 
I  know  of  in  its  upper  reaches,  great  comfortable 
trout,  each  guarding  jealously  his  own  especial 
lair,  and  living  there  in  solemn  state  until  he  shall 
find  glorious  and  final  abiding  place  within  some 
angler's  creel. 

The  fresh  sweet  breezes  of  the  sea  come  in  at 
my  carriage  window,  for  here  the  river  rises  and  falls 
with  high  and  low  water,  and  now  is  flowing  wide  and 
swift  and  deep  with  the  strength  of  the  incoming 
tide.  My  journey  ends  at  last  ;  behind  me  and 
forgotten  are  the  lakes  and  ponds  and  streams,  and 
before  me,  with  all  its  wealth  of  romance  and 
charm,  there  lies  the  sea,  the  open  sea.  The  train 
draws  slowly  up  at  the  platform  of  the  harbour 
station;  and  I  am  free  to  step  into  my  fittle  boat 
and  sail  out  into  the  bay,  there  to  fish  for  the  few 
brief  hours  that  remain,  till,  indeed,  the  short 
twilight  of  an  autumn  day  shall  bid  me  haste  to 
up-anchor  and  be  safe  ashore  ere  nightfall. 

Robert  Stahley. 


A  SUGGESTION  FOR  DOING  AWAY 
WITH  A  SIZE-LIMIT  IN  TROUT 
STREAMS. 

We  have  a  size-limit  nowadays  on  all  waters  that 
are  preserved,  and  the  angler  is  expected  to  return 
to  the  stream  all  the  trout  that  he  catches  under 
eight,  ten,  or  twelve  inches  long,  as  the  case  may  be. 
It  is  a  point  of  honour  to  do  this  :  ever  since  the 
days  of  Walton  and  Cotton  it  has  been  considered 
unsportsmanlike  to  keep  undersized  trout. 

Viator  :  There's  one  !    I  have  him. 

Piscator  :  And  a  precious  catch  you  have  of 
him :  pull  him  out !  I  see  you  have  a  tender 
hand.  This  is  a  diminutive  gentleman,  e'en  throw 
him  in  again,  and  let  him  grow  till  he  be  more 
worthy  your  anger. 

To  which  "  Ephemera  "  adds  the  footnote  :  "  This 
passage  proves  Cotton  to  have  been  a  real  sports- 
man." But  it  is  quite  possible  that  in  these  latter 
days  we  may  have  to  reverse  the  judgment  of  our 
ancestors,  and  refuse  quarter  to  any  trout,  however 
small,  that  is  taken  on  the  artificial  fly.  For  it  is 
my^ibelief  that  trout,  once  put  back  in  the  water, 
communicate  their  experience  to  others,  greatly  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  angler. 

I  referred  to  this  last  week  in  an  article  in  the 
Field,  entitled,  "  Shy,  Short-rising  Trout,"  where  I 
suggested  that  a  remedy  might  be  found  in  this 
direction  for  the  present  discontent  of  anglers  and 
the  increasing  unwillingness  of  trout  to  rise  to  a  fly. 

It  is  certain  that  the  actual  fish  which  have  been 
pricked  and  caught  learn  a  lesson  from  it,  and  are 
much  more  shy  thereafter.  This  is  hinted  at  in  our 
liroverbial  philosophy,  "  Once  bitten,  twice  shy," 
which  we  can  trace  back  to  the  lines  of  Ovid,  where 
the  same  thought  is  actually  applied  to  fish  :— 
Qui  semel  est  la?sus  fallaci  piscis  ab  hamo 
Omnibus  unca  cibis  sera  subesse  putat. 

Nobody  will  deny  that,  in  spite  of  all  our  modem 
improvements  in  fishing  tackle,  our  carefully  pre- 
served waters  and  our  assiduous  restocking,  it  is 
very  much  more  difficult  to  make  a  respectable  bag 
of  fish  than  it  used  to  be,  no  matter  what  stream 
we  are  fishing.  Fifty  years  ago  Stewart  heaped 
scorn  on  the  angler  who  could  not  fill  his  basket  on 
any  day  of  the  season  ;  asserting  that  "  there  were 
not  three  days  from  May  till  October  in  which  a 
good  angler  should  not  kill  at  least  twelve  pounds 
weight  of  trout  in  any  county  in  the  south  of 
Scotland.  There  are  days  when  he  may  easily  kill 
twice  that  quantity,  and  the  angler  who,  fishing  a 
whole  day,  cannot  capture  on  an  average  fifteen 
pounds  a  day,  has  not  yet  attained  to  eminence  in 
the  art. "  He  might  indeed  use  fly,  minnow,  or  worm 
for  this  ;  but  nowadays  every  angler,  be  he  who 
he  may,  has  many  blank  days  and  very  many  light 
baskets  ;  and  a  few  brace  of  fish  content  us  all. 

Now  in  our  best  streams  at  least  there  are,  I 
suppose,  quite  as  many  trout  as  there  used  to  be  ; 
but  they  certainly  cannot  be  caught  every  day  of 
the  season,  and  every  year  shows  increased  reluc- 
tance on  the  part  of  the  trout  to  take  the  artificial 
fly.  I  should  say,  indeed,  that  they  do  not  depend 
upon  flies  as  an  article  of  diet  nearly  as  much  as 
they  used  to  do.  It  may  be  that  this  growing 
intelligence  is  due  to  hereditary  causes,  each  trout 
inheriting  the  accumulated  experience  of  his  an- 
cestors. It  may  be  that  their  own  natural  powers 
of  observation  are  being  constantly  sharpened  by 
the  multitude  of  modern  anglers. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  behoves  us  to  seek 
for  a  remedy,  and  I  venture  to  think  that  one  such 
may  be  found  in  dropping  the  size-limit  altogether 
and  refusing  to  return  to  the  water  any  trout, 
however  small,  which  has  been  taken  on  the  artificial 
fly.  Many  anglers  mil,  no  doubt,  be  horrified  at 
such  a  suggestion  ;  they  will  brand  it  immediately 
as  "  unsportsmanlike."  But  it  is  a  far  easier 
matter  to  keep  on  restocking  a  stream  than  to 
induce  trout  to  rise  to  a  fly  when  they  have  adopted 
some  other  form  of  diet  and  feed  no  longer  at  the 
surface.  I  think  that  such  a  theory  is  at  least 
deserving  of  trial,  and  commend  it  as  a  suggestion 
to  managers  of  clubs  and  o^raers  of  private  water. 
The  experiment  might  easily  be  tried  somewhere 
for  a  time,  and  we  should  soon  find  out  whether  or 
no  the  policy  of  "  no  quarter  "  resulted  in  freer 
rising  fish,  in  which  case  the  size-limit  would  soon 
be  generally  discarded.  Chelidox. 

[I  have  referred  to  this  important  question  in  an 
"Occasional  Note."— Ed.] 


344 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  11,  1905 


SALMON  AND  TEOUT  IN 
ICELAND. 

On  June  25,  1905,  I  arrived  at  Reykjavik, 
the  capital,  a  town  of  some  5500  inhabitants, 
on  the  west  coast.  The  following  morning,  taking 
a  coasting  steamer,  I  sailed  thirty  miles  up  the 
Borgar  Fjord.  Into  this  fjord  the  five  principal 
salmon  rivers  flow.  Many  of  tlie  rivers,  having 
their  sources  in  the  Jokulls,  or  Ice  Fields,  contain 
no  fish  in  consequence  of  the  extremely  low  tem- 
perature. Landing  at  the  head  of  the  fjord,  a  six- 
mile  ride  over  a  road  good  enough  for  a  bicycle, 
brought  me  to  my  friend's  lodge.  The  lodge  is 
situate  on  the  estuary  of  the  river  about  five  miles 
from  the  fjord.  My  friend  and  his  cousin  having 
arrived  some  three  weeks  before,  had  killed  about 
one  hundred  fish,  all  salmon  of  an  average  of  101b. 
Tlie  grilse  were  just  beginning  to  run  as  I  arrived. 
A  few  words  as  to  the  river,  which  may  be  taken  as 
a  typical  one  for  the  country.  About  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  fjord  is  a  vatn,  or  lake,  some  six  miles 
by  three,  up  in  the  mountains.  Out  of  this  the 
river  flows,  for  the  first  six  or  seven  miles,  through 
bare  rocky  gorges  forming  many  splendid  pools.  It 
then  rushes  over  a  foss  or  fall  some  thirty  feet  high, 
and  impassable  to  fish.  After  this  it  runs  more 
slowly  througli  a  flat  and  grass-grown  country, 
coming  eventually  to  another  foss,  the  salmon  run 
of  which  my  friend  greatly  improved  by  judicious 
blasting.  For  about  half  a  mile  it  flows  round  two 
sides  of  the  lodge  through  the  Foss,  Bridge,  and 


Phvto  li/] 


ID.  Legard. 


Mountain  Pool,  Iceland. 

23  miles  from  sea,  1{  miles  from  lake. 

(In  tliis  p  jol  were  killed  the  OJlb.  Gaimardi  trout, 
41b.  char,  etc.) 

Crocodile  Pools,  over  another  foss  into  the  tidal 
estuary.  It  is  in  thes3  three  pools  that  the  majority 
of  fish  are  killed,  as  after  passing  up  the  Lodge  Foss 
they  become  scattered  for  many  miles  up  the  river, 
and  are  consequently  more  difficult  to  locate. 

Salmon  do  not  run  very  heavy  in  Iceland,  91b.  to 
101b.  being  an  average  weight, "though  we  killed  a 
few  from  11  lb.  to  15ib.  They  rise  well  to  the  fly. 
The  most  deadly  I  found  were  the  Violet  Goshawk 
or  Skin  the  Goat  (tied  by  John  Devers,  of  Ballina), 
Messrs.  Hardy's  new  Blue  Rover,  Black  Doctor, 
and  Silver  (Jrey.  I  also  accounted  for  a  few  on  the 
natural  minnow,  prawn,  and  worm.  About  the 
middle  of  July  the  sea-trout  began  to  run,  and  of 
these  we  killed  about  one  hundred,  from  1  lb.  to 
41b.  A  word  as  to  the  char  (Salmo  salvelinus). 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  are  two  distinct 
varieties  in  Iceland,  those  which  inhabit  the  vatns 
and  do  ncrt%o  to  the  sea,  and  those  which  live  in  the 
sea  and  ascend  the  estuaries.  At  any  rate,  we  killed 
them  up  to  3^1b.  in  the  brackish  water  in  the 
estuary  ;  these  had  pale  green  bellies.  They  never 
ascended  even  the  Estuary  Foss,  which  at  spring 
tides  was  level  with  the  water  in  the  river.  Fishing 
within  two  miles  of  the  vatn,  we  killed  several  from 
21b.  to  41b.  ;  these  lived  in  the  vatn,  and  evidently 
(as  at  the  'I'hingvalla  Vatn)  never  go  more  than  two 
or  three  miles  down  stream.  These  were  splendid 
fish  and  had  bright  golden  bellies.  Specimens  of 
the  lake  and  (estuary  varieties  were  sent  to  Mr.  G.  A. 
Boulenger  for  examination.  According  to  him  the 
tSalm/j  Irutta  Gairmrdi  is  i)eculiar  to  Iceland.  It  is  a 
lake  trout,  and  not,  as  Mr.  Marston  suggested  in  the 
Finhimi  (SazMv.  of  Oct.  21,  1905,  a  fario  which  has 
taken  to  living  in  the  estuary  of  a  river.  We  killed 
Heveral  of  these  fine  and  most  excellent  trout  from 
1  lb.  to  51b.,  and  one  exceptional  specimen  of  9ilb. 


Vhoio  bi/l 


Foss  ABOVE  OUR  LODGE,  ICELAND. 
(Salmon  ascent  on  the  right.) 


1 1).  Legard. 


Phuto  hy\ 


"Salmo  Tbutta  Gaimabdi." 

Length,  27in. ;  girth,  19in.  ;  weight,  9}lb. 


[D.  Legard. 
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Eleven  Sea-Tuout  (weight  about  181b.)  Killed  in  One  Afternoon. 


[D.  Legard. 
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My  friend,  Mr.  Barnby  Smith  (whose  wife's  por- 
trait was  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  year, 
feeding  his  rainbow  trout  from  her  hand),  killed 
two  Gaimardi  trout  near  the  Thingvalla  Vatn  of 
12ilb.  and  101b.    Their  red  spots  are  few  and 


but  resemble  diminutive  houscflies.  To  a  fisherman- 
naturalist,  Iceland  would  prove  most  interesting, 
many  of  our  rarer  British  birds  being  common  there 
in  the  breeding  season,  and  very  tame.  For  instance, 
the  white  wagtail,  whimbrel,  golden  plover,  red- 


Photo  hij] 


Foss  AND  Bridge  Pools. 


D.  Lc'jard, 


(Our  lodge  in  distance.  Taken  when  water  was  getting  low.   About  150  salmon  and  grilse,  besides  sea-trout, 

were  killed  in  these  pools.) 


hardly  visible,  unlike  the  Irish  lake  trout.  The 
next  time  I  go  to  Iceland  I  shall  bring  back 
specimens  of  these  trout  and  char  in  spirits, 
have  them  mounted,  and  will  send  them  to 
5Ir.  Marston  to  examine.    He  asks  me  if  the  flies 


shank,  raven,  red-necked  phalarope,  and  various 
ducks. 

My  own  catch  included  sixty-seven  salmon  and 
grilse,  thirty-two  sea-trout,  fourteen  brown  trout, 
and  five  char,  in  two  months,  weight  about  5001b., 


1-hnlo  hy] 


A  Morning's  Fly.  Casting. 

(Two  salmon,  three  grilse,  261b.) 


[JJ.  Ugnnl. 


are  not  a  great  trouble.  Near  the  lakes,  in  fine,  calm 
weather,  they  are  a  great  curse  alike  both  to  men 
anff  ponies.  Away  from  the  lakes  they  only  appear 
in  very  small  numbers.  In  cold  or  windy  weather 
they  entirely  disappear.    They  are  not  mosquitoes, 


BUTTE RMERB  LAKE. 

SUGGESTED  NEW  RULES. 

Applications  for  angling  at  a  i-easonable  figure 
have  been  so  numerous  since  the  initiation  of  this 
scheme  that  it  has  been  resolved,  aftsr  careful 
deliberation,  to  reorganise  the  fishing  of  Butter- 
mcrc  Lake  (Stations :  Keswick,  eight  miles  ; 
Cockcrmouth,  twelve  miles),  and  to  let  fifty  or 
sixty  rods  at  an  annual  charge  of  £0  fis.'or  £.5  5s. 
respectively.  For  the  past  two  years  only  nine  or 
ten  rods  have  fished. 

Tlie  water,  extending  to  over  .501)  acres,  is  situated 
amidst  eliai'ming  scenery,  and  besides  the;  lake 
there  aie  two  beautiful  streams  eminently  suited 
for  cultivation  as  clear  water  up-stream  fishing,  or 
for  dry-fly.  whilst  there  is  also  a  tarn  of  four  or  five 
acres  on  the  breast  of  Red  Pike — all  the  waters 
being  within  thirty  minutes'  walk  of  two  well- 
conducted  hotels,  where  a  special  tarifl'  has  been 
arranged  at  a  very  moderate  figure. 

During  the  past  two  years  30,000  choice  trout 
were  stocked  in  Honister  Beck  and  Wharnscale 
Beck,  the  two  streams  flowing  into  Buttermerc,  and 
before  the  angling  season  of  1900  it  is  intended  to 
place  another  lot  of  line  trout  in  the  waters,  and  to 
annually  continue  doing  so,  .so  as  to  maintain  the 
place  in  the  condition  it  deserves  to  be. 

The  lake  having  an  immense  supply  of  natural 
food,  it  can  hold  and  maintain  in  first-class  con- 
dition an  imruense  stock  of  sporting  fish.  Any  sort 
of  legitimate  fishing  is  allowed,  so  as  to  cater  for 
all.  Good  boats  and  careful  boatmen  can  always 
be  had. 

To  secure  rods,  early  application  should  l>e  made 
to  Mr.  Harold  Jackcon,  Oakenclough  rishery» 
Garstang.  ^_  


no  fish  under  one  pound  being  kept  or  counted.  If 
we  had  had  even  an  average  rainfall,  many  more 
grilse  would  have  run  and  been  killed.  Altogether, 
I  can  recommend  Iceland  as  a  country  well  worth  a 
visit,  DloBY  Leoard. 


FISHERIES  IN  AUSTRIA.. 

During  the  past  fifteen  years  the  number  of 
Austrian  fishermen  have  continually  increased.  In 
the  winter  of  1902  they  amounted  to  14,0.31,  and  in 
the  summer  to  13,132.  The  fish  caught  varied  as 
to  quality  and  quantity,  but  show  an  increase. 
From  1888-89  to  1902-1903  the  annual  average 
value  was  £195,313.  TheTmaximum  was  attained 
in  1902-1903-  namely,  £232,000.  The  principal 
catch  was  sardines,  these  being  caught  especially 
round  the  coast  of  Lissa  (Dalmatia). 

According  to  treaty,  Italian  fishermen  are  allowed 
to  fish  together  with  the  Austrian  fishermen. 
During  the  past  fifteen  years  the  number  of  Italian 
fishermen  rose  in  summer  to  860,  and  in  winter  to 
1165;  the  annual  average  of  fish  caught  amounted 
to  £32,160.  Every  Italian  fisherman  earned  about 
£38  a  year  per  head,  whilst  every  Austrian  only 
earned  about  £17.  The  difference  in  amount  earned 
is  owing  to  the  Italian  using  a  different  kind  of  net. 

Austrian  fishermen  in  the  winter  1902-1903 
employed  3836  boats,  of  a  total  value  (including 
nets,  etc. )  of  £647,809.  Italian  fishermen  in  Austrian 
waters  employed  178  boats. 


FURTHER  "NOTES  ON 
RESERVOIR  FLY  FISHING." 
By  "  Another  Lancashire  Lad." 

A  VERY  great  many  fishermen  besides  mj^self 
have,  no  doubt,  been  much  interested  in  the  aljove 
notes.  As  a  fisher  of  this  class  of  water  for  well 
over  thirty  years,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  add 
my  little  quota,  as  a  sort  of  supplement  to  the 
notes  already  given  in  your  paper. 
,  I  quite  agree  with  the  writer  when  he  saj's  that 
an  east  wind  is  not  always  a  bad  one,  but  my 
experience  is  that  a  light  east  wind  is  very  much 
better  than  a  strong  one  ;  and  again,  when  the 
wind  turns  into  the  east  just  at  sundown,  which  it 
often  does  in  fine  summer  weather,  to  go — or  con- 
tinue— fishing  is  almost  useless. 

With  a  fresh  breeze,  the  "  wash,"  as  shown  in 
Fig.  1,  is,  of  course,  probably  the  hkeliest  length  of 
water  in  the  reservoir,  more  particularly  for  a  big 
fish  ;  but  I  have  sometimes  done  better  along  the 
line  BC',  which  shows  where  the  wind  first  strikes 
the  water.  Cast  a  small  fly  on  No.  1  hook,  lightly, 
about  a  yard  into  the  ripple,  raise  the  rod  point 
quietly,  and  then  cast  again.  The  fish  usually  rise 
tlie  instant  the  fly  touches  the  water,  and  the  more 
lightly  it  is  thrown  the  better.    Cover  tlie  water 
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•  thoroughly,  rather  cast  oftener  than  once  each  yard, 
than  less  frequently. 

If  the  wind  is  very  light,  it  will  leave  the  water 
along  the  line  DA,  probably  some  ten  yards  from 
the  side,  the  distance  depending  mainly  upon  the 
height  of  the  banks  surrounding  the  water.  In 
this  case  proceed  exactly  as  above,  but  throw  against 
the  wind.  Anyone  who  has  done  this  casting  "  into 
the  wind  "  for  a  oou])le  of  hours  knows  what  hard 
work  is.  And  furtlier,  a  right  good  rod  and  suitahh' 
I'eel  lino  are  indispensable  if  success  is  to  ha  looked 
for.  Your  "  floppy  "  rods  and  thin  reel  lines  will 
not  "  do  the  trick."  I  well  remember  getting  nine 
or  ten  beauties,  averaging  nearly  a  pound  each, 
under  these  conditions,  to  a  small  Greenwell's  Glory, 
and  on  a  right  hot  day,  not  a  fish  could  I  get  in  any 
other  part  of  the  reservoir. 

The  dictum  that  it  is  not  useless  to  fish  because 
no  flies  are  about  is  quite  true.  Some  of  my  best 
baskets  have  been  got  when  I  have  scarcely  seen  a 
fly  or  a  fish  rise  all  day. 

Often  as  dusk  comes  on  the  fish  get  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  side.  On  one  occasion,  a.  beautiful 
moonlight  night,  not  a  breath  of  wind  stirring,  I  saw 
them  actually  ])ick  the  flies  oil'  the  stones  along  the 
edge  of  the  shoi'e,  not  once  only,  but  at  least  a 
score  of  times.  I  liave  frecjucntly  seen  them  swim- 
ming about  in  water  so  shallow  tliat  their  dorsal  lin 
M'as  above  tlie  surface,  but  never  .saw  them  do  this 
in  the  daytime.  On  another  apparently  similar 
moonlight  evening,  I  noticed  myriads  of  small 
beetles,  not  much  larger  than  a  pin's  head,'' skir- 
mishing about  all  over  the  surface,  making  figures 
of  eight  just  like  a  good  skater,  but  there  was  not 
a  single  tish  rising. 

With  respect  to  hair  for  casts,  much  depends  on 
the  size  the  trout  run  to.  I  have  killed  trout  up  to 
l^lb.  weight  on  single  hair,  but  when  the  fish 
occasionally  run  up  to  31b.,  I  prefer  gut.  Good  hair 
is  also  difficult  to  get,  and  needs  a  great  deal  of 
soaking  before  it  will  cast  in  a  straight  line.  It  has 
the  advantage  of  not  fraying,  as  gut  does,  but  the 
knots  are  much  more  apt  to  slip. 

There  is  a  weak  point  in  the  manner  of  putting 
on  droppers,  as  shown  in  your  article.  The  sketch 
below  (Fig.  2)  shows  how  it  can  be  done  more  satis 
factorily,  the  loop  of  dropper  passing  oyer  a  double 
thickness  of  gut.    As  usually  put  on  it  very  soon 


heels  certainly,  but  see  that  they  arc  also  in  the 
"  waist,"  and  thus  avoid  many  a  nasty  slip,  and 
consequent  damaged  elbow,  if  nothing  worse. 

"  The  flies  must  be  drawn  along  after  each  cast, 
and  drawn  through  the  water,  not  upon  its  surface." 
Now,  here  I  am  at  variance  with  the  "  Lad."  To 
sink  all  three  Hies,  it  is  requisite  that  a  considerable 
length  of  the  reel  line  be  sunk  also.  My  practice 
has  always  been  to  keep  all  the  reel  line,  if  possible, 
out  of  th(^  water,  and  also  the  top  droj)pei',  letting 
this  fiy  "  bob  "  on  the  surface.  Of  course,  in  an 
exceptionally  long  east,  or  even  perhaps  a  moderately 
long  one,  this  cannot  be  done,  but  the  sooner  the 
"  bobbing  "  commences  the  better.  There  are  times 
when  the  top  fiy,  dancing  along  the  surface,  catches 
every  fish  that  comes  into  the  net ;  they  will  not 
look  at  a  sunk  fly.  But  the  other  two  flies  must 
not  be  on  the  surface,  they  must  be  below,  otherwise 
they  make  a  visible  track  that  will  scare  most  of 
the  fish  away.  H.  S.  G. 


Fig.  1. 


Fig.  2. 


chafes  the  cast,  and  so  causes  a  weak  place  :  this- 
it  does  by  working  round  and  round  the  cast  (I  do 
not  mean  wrapping  round).  By  passing  the  loop 
over  two  thicknesses  of  gut,  side  by  side,  and 
pulling  tight,  this  rotary  motion  is  prevented.  The 
length  of  double  gut  between  the  knots  need  not  be 
more  than  half  an  inch — it  will  do  less. 

My  own  experience  is  that  small  eyed  flies  hook 
the  fish  quite  as  well  as  flies  to  gut,  and  I  constantly 
fi.sh  both.  The  tail  fly  more  particularly  is  better 
on  an  eyed  hook,  as  it  is  not  so  liable  to  be  whipped 
off.  Not  that  I  am  now  in  the  habit  of  "  cracking  ' 
them  off  behind,  but  one  has  to  fish  in  all  sorts  of 
little  back  eddies  and  miniature  whirlwinds,  and 
it  is  not  always  po.ssible  to  be  sure  you  have  properly 
extended  the  fly  to  the  rear. 

I  quite  agree  with  what  a  "  Lancashire  Lad  ' 
says  about  reels,  striking  from  the  reel,  landing-net 
handles,  etc.  ;  large  nails  in^the  boot  soles  and 


FISHING  ALL  NIGHT. 

It  was  June  21,  and  the  otter  hounds  were  to 
meet  a  few  miles  away  on  the  following  morning. 
Wo  were  sitting  smoking  an  after-dinner  cheroot 
under  the  shade  of  the  purple  beech  upon  the  lawn 

when  an  inspiration  came  to  H  . 

"Why  not  go  down  to  the  river,  and  fish  all 
night  V  "  he  exclaimed.  '-There  are  a  lot  of  bull- 
trout up,  but  the  brutes  won't  look  at  anything 
during  the  day.  The  gloaming  is  the  only  time 
they  will  take,  ivnd  if  we  catch  one  we'll  eat 
him  for  breakfast  at  the  Bungalow,  and  we  can 
then  walk  over  in  good  time  for  the  meet."- 
" Enough  said,"  1  agreed,  con  amorr. 
Rods  and  tackle  were  soon  got  together,  and  off 
we  started.  It  was  a  short  two-mile  walk,  and 
night  was  just  stealing  over  the  landscape  when 
we  reached  the  river  side.  Overhead  the  fleecy 
clouds  were  tinged  with  finest  carmine  ;  as  someone 
has  aptly  expressed  it  somewhere,  the  sun  was 
going  to  bed  behind  the  hills,  and  the  heavens  were 
blushmg  at  the  performance. 

The  steep  banks  on  our  side  the  river  are  here 
pretty  thickly  wooded,  making  casting  a  bit  difficult 
in  places,  but  the  opposite  bank  is  quite  open 
towards  the  west  and  north,  thus  affording  us  the 
best  of  the  light  as  night  thickens,  and  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  in  these  northern  regions,  it 
scarcely  thickens  enough,  even  at  midnight,  to 
prevent  your  being  able  to  make  out  where  your 
line  falls  on  the  still  water.  The  banks  go  down 
with  extreme  abruptness  in  places,  making  wading 
rather  eerie  work  in  the  dark,  even  though  you  are 
quite  familiar  with  the  water ;  and  the  least  care 
lessness  may  easily  end  in  a  ducking,  if  nothing 
worse.  Floods  and  eddies  eat  away  the  clay  into 
a  kind  of  cliff',  so  that  though  you  may  be  walking 
in  barely  six  inches  of  water,  the  next  step  may 
laud  you  overhead. 

Too  many  flies  are  a  nuisance  in  night  fishing, 
being  apt  to  get  entangled  in  weeds,  etc.,  or  to 
become  ravelled  themselves,  and  on  no  account 
should  more  than  two  ever  be  used  on  a  cast 
personally,  I  think  one  is  quite  sufficient.  It  is 
easier  tj  work  it  close  alongside  bushes,  where 
many  of  the  best  trout  feed,  or  past  weeds,  where  a 
second  fly  is  very  apt  to  get  hung  up.  It  is  curious 
to  notice  how  differently  different  fish  behave  in  like 
circumstances.  When  they  first  begin  to  turn  their 
attention  towards  an  evening  meal  most  large 
trout  seek  the  heavy  streams  about  mid-river. 
As  it  grows  darker  the  sea  fish  gradually  drop 
further  and  further  down  the  pool  till  they  lie  at 
last  at  its  very  tail,  where  the  water  glides  over  the 
gravel,  swiftly  but  unbroken  by  a  single  ripple, 
towards  the  head  of  the  next  stream;  while  most 
of  the  large  yellow  trout  gravitate  towards  the  shallow 
edges  of  the  pool,  or  cruise  about  its  still  depths, 
sucking  down  any  unlucky  insect  that  falls  upon 
the  surface.  If  by  good  luck  you  can  manage  to 
drop  your  fly  close  to  one  of  these  lusty  fellows  he 
takes  it  instantly,  in  a  quiet  but  determined  manner, 
breaking  the  surface  very  slightly ;  but  once  your 
fly  is  "drowned  "  you  will  seldom  persuade  him  to 
look  at  it,  all  his  attention  being  fixed  upon  the 
surface.  When  he  does  rise  there  is  no  mistake 
about  it — he  sucks  the  fly  in  with  a  will,  and  it  is 
ten  to  one  that  he  will  be  well  hooked.  For  bull- 
trout and  whitling  you  fish  very  much  as  you 
would  for  salmon,  casting  well  across  the  pool,  and 
allowing  your  fly  to  come  round  with  the  stream, 
in  the  segment  of  a  circle,  advancing  a  step  or  two 


aftereaoh  cast,  or  letting  out  a  yard  or  two  more  line, 
till  the  pool  has  been  covered.  And  though  too 
long  a  line  is  often  inconvenient  to  handle  at  night, 
it  has  several  compensating  advantages :  the  fly 
plays  better,  and  the  fish,  being  heavy,  like  salmon 
hook  themselves,  and  the  longer  the  line  you  have 
out  the  less  tempted  you  are  to  strike  too  soon, 
and  so  snatch  the  fly  out  of  the  fish's  m  >uth  before 
he  has  time  to  turn  with  it. 

While  H         puts  on  a  white  mo'.h,  and  wisely 

determines  to  devote  himself  to  yellowr  trout,  which 
are  rising  freely  all  round,  my  thoughts  run  more 
in  the  direction  of  something  larger,  and  I  mount 
a  small  Silver  Doctor,  and  make  my  way  round  to 
the  projection  at  the  top  of  the  pool.  It  is  wonderful 
what  a  fascination  there  is  in  size  !  The  bull-trout 
is  much  inferior  to  his  yellow  relative  when  landed, 
but  he  is  a  big  fish,  and  fights  hard — the  salmon  of 
these  parts — and  to  me  he  is  almost  irresi  tiblc, 
when  he  is  present.  How  many  a  good  day's  trout 
fishing  I  have  marred  by  going  after  him  I  As  I 
emerge  from  the  bushes  H  holds  up  for  inspec- 
tion a  golden  bar  of  about  a  foot  long,  which  he 
has  just  landed,  and  I  can  almost  hear  him  smiling 
as  he  drops  it  into  his  basket,  pretending  that  it 
is  too  big  to  go  through  the  hole  by  ostentatiously 
opening  the  lid.  "  All  right,  my  boy,"  1  murmur 
to  myself,  "  j-ou  wait  till  you  see  my  rod  bending 
to  that  five-pounder ! ''  And  so  ray  S.lver  Doctor 
begins  circling  round  the  pool  in  the  manner  I  have 
just  described.  He  has  already  madis  several 
journeys,  and  is  about  half-way  down  the  pool 
again,  when,  aplash,  up  comes  a  good  fish.  I  had 
not  been  expecting  him  so  soon,  and  for  the  moment 
had  not  been  thinking  about  him,  and  as  not 
recommended  above  I  instantly  strike,  and  back 
comes  the  fly  most  obediently.    The  dev    !  But 

fortunately  it  is  too  dark  for  H  to  see,  that  s 

one  comfort.  "  He'll  surely  come  again  at  this 
time  of  night,'!  whispers  Hope,  and  there  is  comfort 
in  that  also.  I  get  in  and  examine  the  fly,  which, 
of  course,  is  all  right,  and  in  order  to  put  off  a 
minute  or  so  I  lay  down  the  rod  and  light  a  pipe. 
That  is  comforting,  too.  "He's  sure  to  come 
again,"  fizzles  the  match  as  it  sinks  beneath  the 
water.  "  Well,  if  he  does  he  wiU  find  me  ready  for 
him  next  time,"  I  soliloquiie  as  I  pick  up  the  rod, 
and  begin  the  pool  afresh.  Half  a-dozen  casts,  and 
the  fly  is  nearing  the  old  spot  again,  when  sure 
enough  there  he  is,  as  a  large  boil  breaks  the  surface. 
But  he  rose  short,  and  the  fly  is  untouched  this 
time. 

"  What's  to  be  done  now  ?  "  I  ponder,  as  the  fly 
is  once  more  gathered  in.  "  Shall  I  try  him  again 
at  once  ?  or  shall  I  go  on  to  the  next  pool,  and 
come  back  to  him  by  and  bye  ?  or  shall  I  sit  down 
again,  and  waste  more  of  this  precious  night  in 
idle  waiting  ? " 

"  Hoo-hoo-hoo !  "  crys  an  owl  from  the  trees 
close  behind  me,  and  turning  round  with  a  start 
I  manage  somehow  to  run  the  hook  into  my  left 
thumb ! 

I  suppose  some  observation  must  have  escaped 

me,  for  out  of  the  leafy  darkness  H  ,  who  has 

come  up  unobserved,  asks,  "  What's  the  mitter  ?  " 
and  then  he  appears  through  the  bushes. 

"Oh!  nothing  serious,"  I  reply,  "only  run  a 
hook  into  my  finger,"  and  it  being  well  over  the 
barb  I  have  to  cut  it  out. 

"Done  much?"  queries  H  ,  as  I  wrap  a 

handkerchief  round  the  thumb,  which  is  bleeding 
a  good  deal. 

"  No,  but  rose  a  good  fish  in  there — risen  him 
twice,  hi  fact — but  he«come8  short.  Do  you  have 
a  try  at  him,"  I  reply,  inwardly  perhaps  rather 
hoping  that  he  will  not  try. 

However,  H  proceeda  to  cast  his  white  moth 

over  the  pool,  and  in  a  few  mmutes  has  hooked 
and  run,  and  I  have  landed  for  him,  a  fine  bull- 
trout of  rather  over  6ilb. ! 

I'm  afraid  the  green  eye  of  envy  did  not  allow 
me  to  admire  that  fish  as  much  as  I  oughc  to 

have  done.    I  adfrised  H         to  get  him  into  the 

Bungalow  as  soon  as  possible,  as  there  might  be 
otters  about,  and  we  could  not  leave  him  on  the 

bank,  and  H         did  not  feel  inclined  to  carry 

him  about  in  his  creel  all  night,  especially  as 
that  already  contained  half-a-dozen  trout  weighing 
nearly  as  many  pounds. 

"  You  get  them  stowed  safely  away  as  fast  as 
possible,"  I  advise,  "and  don't  let  us  waste  time. 
It  must  be  near  midnight  already." 

And  I  go  on  to  another  stream  higher  up,  leaving 

H  to  follow  presently.    Here  under  an  over- 

,  hanging  beech  tree  I  hooked  and  landed  a  DiQ9 
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whitling  of  about  l^lb.,  which  jumped  and  played 
merrily  for  a  minute  or  two,  a3  these  fish  always 
do.  A  most  curious  thing  happened  over  the  landing 
of  (hat  fish.  I  was  standing,  as  already  stated, 
under  a  thick  beech,  and  it  was  just  about  midnight, 
and  all  else  was  as  quiet  as  the  grave.  But  the 
fish  made  a  good  deal  of  ncise  by  his  splashing,  rs 
well  as  by  the  music  of  the  reel,  and  in  the  middle 
of  this  disturbance  a  wood-pigeon  broke  into  a 
loud  coo  just  above  my  head.  He  went  through 
a  full  and  perfectly  rendered  "Take  two  coos, 
TafiFy,"  and  then  remained  silent  again.  I  think 
the  noise  of  the  reel  must  have  suddenly  awakened 
him  from  hi;;  sleep,  and,  thinking  perhaps  that  it 
was  Mrs.  Cushie  and  the  baby,  he  cooed  a  lullaby 
to  them.  It  must  either  have  been  that  or  he  had 
began  talking  in  his  sleep,  for  I  never  heard  of  a 
wood-pigpon  being  frightened  into  cooing.  At  any 
rate,  it  sounded  most  funny  at  that  hour  of  the 
night,  and  I  could  not  account  for  it  otherwise. 

I  got  another  whiiling  of  about  21b.  after  that, 
and  a  smalf  blacktail ;  but  my  ill-luck  had  not 
deserted  me.  Further  on  I  rose  another  nice  bull- 
trout, but  he  came  short,  and,  after  waiting  for 
him  a  few  minutes,  at  the  next  cast  I  got  my  line 
hung  up  on  a  branch,  from  which  it  was  impossible 
to  release  it  without  disturbing  the  fish.  In  climb- 
ing up  this  bush  to  get  at  the  line  something  caught 
the  bandage  on  my  linger  and  started  that  bleeding 
again,  and  by  the  time  I  had  readjusted  the  bandage 

H  came  up.    He  was  still  picking  up  a  few  nice 

yellow  trout,  and  the  light  was  fast  increasing,  and 
he  strongly  advised  me  to  change  to  a  smaller  fly ; 
but  I  persevered  with  my  "salmon  "'  fishing,  and  by 
great  good  fortune  managed  by  and  bye  to  raise  a 
third  bull-trout,  and  a  bending  rod  and  the  rippling 
laughter  of  the  reel  told  that  I  was  fairly  fast  this 
time.  He  had  made  one  or  two  good  runs  across 
the  pool  and  back  again,  and  I  was  beginning  to 
estimate  bis  weight,  and  congratulate  myself  upon 
the  just  reward  of  perseverance,  when  up  springs 
the  rod,  and  back  comes  the  fly  in  my  face,  the 
'hold  having  given  way!  I  try  to  hum  a  few  lines 
of  an  eld  .song,  and  then  try  whistling,  but  it  does 
not  suit  the  occasion— nothing  will  in  fact — so 

winding  up  I  make  tracks  in  search  of  H  ■,  who 

has  gone  on  round  the  next  bend.  He,  too,  has  had 
enough  of  it,  and  the  sun  is  now  well  up,  so  we  make 
our  way  back  to  the  Bunealow.  His  take  consists 
of  six  trout  running  from  jlb.  to  Ijlb.,  and  about 
a  dozen  smaller  ones,  but  all  good  fish,  and  my 
bull-trout. 

The  Bungalow  is  just  a  largish  wooden  summer- 
house,  in  which  H  keeps  a  few  things  so  as  to 

be  handy  by  the  water  side ;  and  while  he  is  getting 
the  stove  into  order  I  take  the  two  whitling  and 
one  or  two  trout  down  to  the  river  and  crimp  them, 
and  then  we  boil  them  in  the  orthodox  salt  and 
water,  and  very  good  they  eat.    A  cup  of  cocoa 

and  some  sardines,  etc..  which  H  has  fished 

out  from  somewhere,  and  we  stroll  down  the  river- 
side to  meet  the  otter  hounds.  How  the  blaokbirds, 
and  thrushes,  and  the  blackcaps,  and  all  the  other 
warblersof  the  grove  are  singing,  and  how  plaintively 
sounds  the  cooing  of  the  cuihat  in  the  early  morning. 
It  is  worth  whib  being  up  so  early  to  hear  them  if 
for  nothing  else,  and  we  both  make  many  good 
resolutions  to  do  it  often.  But  somehow — ah  well, 
Pluto  ! — one's  apt  to  be  so  sleepy  in  the  morning, 
and  your  occupation  would  be  gone  if  all  good 
resolutions  were  carried  out  as  they  ought  to  be. 

Lichen  GaEV^ 
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GREAT  ANGLING  EXPLOITS. 

(From  Christopher  North's  Nodes  Ambroaianw.) 

The.  FMrkk  Shepherd.  Tell  me,  Mr.  North,  what 
fr.r  yc  didna  come  out  to  Innerleithen  and  fish  for 
the  silver  medal  of  the  8t.  Ronan's  Border  Club  ? 
I'm  thinking  yc  was  feared. 

North.  I  have  won  ho  many  medals,  James,  that 
my  ambition  <ufi  (ipurTivdv  is  dead— and,  besides, 
I  could  not  think  o'  Iwating  the  Major. 

Shepherd.  \'ou  beat  the  Major  !  You  micht  at 
baggy  mennon.H,  but  he  could  gie  ye  a  stane  vvecht 
either  at  trouts  or  fi.'ih.  He's  just  a  warld's  wunner 
wi'  the  swccvil,  a  warlock  wi'  the  worm,  and  wi'  the 
flee  a  feenitther.  It's  a  pure  pleesur  to  see  him 
playin  a  pounder  wi'  a  single  hair.  After  the  first 
twa-three  rushes  are  ower,  he  seems  to  wile  them 
wi'  a  charm  aVa  into  the  side,  ontil  the  gerss  or  the 
grevvel,  wharf;  they  lie  in  the  sunshine  as  if  they  were 
a»lw;p.  His  ta<;kle,  for  bricht  airless  days,  is  o' 
goswamere  ;  and  at. a  wee  distance  aff,  you  think 


he's  fishin  without  ony  line  ava,  till  whirr  gangs  the 
pirn,  and  up  springs  the  sea-trout,  silver-bricht,  twa 
yards  out  o'  the  water,  by  a  delicate  jerk  o'  the  wi'ist, 
hyricked  inextricably  by  the  tongue  clean  ower  the 
barb  o'  the  Kirbybend.    Midge-flees  ! 

North.  I  know  the  Major  is  a  master  in  the  art, 
James  ;  but  I  will  back  the  Professor  against  him 
for  a  rump-and-dozen. 

■Shepherd.  You  would  just  then,  sir,  lose  your 
rump.  The  Professor  can  fish  nae  better  than 
yoursel.  You  would  make  a  pretty  pair  in  a  punt  at 
the  perches  ;  but  as  for  the  Tweed,  at  trouts  or 
sawmon,  I'll  back  wee  Jamie  again'  ye  baith,  gin 
ye' 11  only  let  me  fish  for  him  the  bushy  pools. 

North.    I  hear  you,  James.    Sir  Isaac  Newton 
was  no  astronomer. 

Shepherd.  Wha's  "  Fluviatilis  "  ? 
North.  I  know  not.  But  his  Essays  on  Angling, 
in  that  excellent  paper  the  Edinburgh  Observer,  are 
about  the  best  I  know  out  of  The  Magazine,  and 
ought  to  be  added  to,  and  pubHshed  in  a  small 
pocket  volume. 

Shepherd.  Mr.  Boyd  o'  Innerleithen's  issued  Pro- 
posal^ and  Prospectus  o'  a  bit  anglin  beuky  to  be 
ca'd  "  Tweed  and  its  Tributary  Streams."  You 
maun  gie't  a  lift,  sir. 

North.    I  will,  James.    A  good  title  ;  and  my  old 
landlord  is  a  good  angler,  and  a  good  man. 

Shepherd.  That's  towtological,  and  an  anticlee- 
macks  ;  for  wha  ever  heard  o'  a  gude  angler  being  a 
bad  or  indift'erent  man  ?  I  hae  nae  objections,  sir, 
noo  that  there's  nae  argument,  to  say  that  you're 
a  gude  angler  yoursel,  and  sae  is  the  Professor. 

North.  James,  these  civilities  touch.  Your  hand. 
In  me  the  passion  of  the  sport  is  dead — or  say, 
rather  dull  ;  yet  have'J'gentle  enjoyment  still  in  the 
"  Angler's  Silent  Trade."  But,  heavens  !  my  dear 
James  !  how  in  youth — and  prime  of  manhood,  too 
— I  used  to  gallop  to  the  glens,  like  a  deer,  over  a 
hunch'ed  heathery  hills,  to  devour  the  dark-rolling 
river,  or  the  blue  breezy  loch  !  How  leaped  my 
heart  to  hear  the  thunder  of  the  nearing  waterfall  ! 
and  lo  !  yonder  flows,  at  last,  the  long  dim  shallow 
rippling  hazel-banked  line  of  music  among  the 
broomy  braes,  all  astir  with  back-fins  over  its 
surface  ;  and  now,  that  the  feed  is  on,  teeming  with 
swift-shooting,  bright-bounding  and  silver-shining 
scaly  life,  most  beauteous  to  behold,  at  every  soft 
alighting  of  the  deceptive  lure,  captivating  and  irre- 
sistible even  among  a  shower  of  natural  leaf-born 
flies  a-swarra  in  the  air  from  the  mountain-woods  ! 

Shepherd.    Ay,  sir,  in  your  younger  days  you 
maun  hae  been  a  verra  deevil. 
North.    No,  James — • 

Nae  maiden  lays  her  scathe  to  me. 
Poetry  purified  my  passions  ;  and,  worshipping  the 
Ideal,  my  spirit  triumphed  over  mere  flesh  and 
blood,  and  was  preserved  in  innocence  by  the 
Beautiful. 

Shepherd.  That's  your  ain  account  o'  yoursel, 
sir.    I3ut  your  enemies  tell  anithor  tale— — 

North.  And  what  do  my  enemies,  in  their  utter 
ignorance,  know  of  me  ?  But  to  my  friends,  my 
character  lies  outspread,  visible  from  bound  to 
bound,  just  like  a  stretch  of  Highland  prospect  on 
the  Longest  Day,  when,  from  morning  to  night,  the 
f(!W  marbled  clouds  have  all  lain  ste^idfast  on  the 
sky,  and  the  air  is  clear,  as  if  mist  were  but  a  thought 
of  Fancy's  dream. 


Shepherd.    What  creelfu's  you  maun  hae  killed  • 

North.  A  hundred  and  thirty  in  one  day  in  Loch 
Awe,  James,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved— not  one  of  them 
under   .  , 

Shepherd.  A  dizzen  pun',— and  twa-thirds  o- 
them  aboon't.  A'thegither  a  ton.  If  you  are  gaun 
to  use  the  lang-bow,  sir,  pu'  the  string  to  your  lug, 
never  fear  the  yew  crackin,  and  send  the*gr<^y-g";'J<'' 
feathered  arrow  first  wi'  a  lang  whiz,  and  then  wi'  a 
short  thud,  right  intil  the  bull's  ee,  at  ten  score,  to 
the  astonishment  o'  the  ghost  o'  Robin  Hood,  Little 
John,  Adam  Bell,  Clym  o'  the  Clough,  and  VVdliam 
o'  Cloudeslee. 

North.  My  poor  dear  old  friend,  M'Neil  of  Hay- 
field— (;od  rest  his  soul— it  is  in  heaven— at  ninety  as 
lifeful  as  a  boy  at  nineteen— held  up  his  hands  in 
wonder  as  under  a  shady  tree  I  laid  the  hundred  and 
thirty  yellow  Shiners  on  the  bank  at  his  feet.  Major 
Maukay, 

A  lambkin  iu  peace;,  and  a  lion  in  war, 
acknowledged  mo  as  a  formidable  rival  now  in 
angling  as  in  leaping  of  yore.  Auchlian,  (iod  bless 
him,  the  warm-hearted  and  the  hospitable— long 
may  he  live  and  be  happy,  among  the  loving  and 
beloved— from  that  day  began  to  respect  the  Low- 
landers.  And  poor  Stevenson,  mild  and  brave— a 
captain  in  the  navy,  James— now  no  more— with 
his  own  hands  wreathed  round  my  forehead  a  diadem 
of  heatherbells,  and  called  me  King  of  the  Anglers. 

Shepherd.  Poo  !  That  was  nae  day's  tishin  ava, 
man,  in  comparison  to  ane  o'  mine  on  St.  Mary's 
Loch.  To  say  naething  about  the  countless  sma' 
anes,  twa  hunder  about  half  a  pun',  ae  hunder  about 
a  haill  pun,'  fifty  about  twa  pun',  five-and-twenty 
about  fowre  pun,'  and  tlie  lave  rinnin  frae  half  a 
stane  up  to  a  stane  and  a  half,  except  about  half-a- 
dizzen,  aboon  a'  wecht,  that  put  Geordie  Gudefallow 
and  Huntly  Gordon  to  their  mettle  to  carry  them 
pechin  to  Mount  Benger  on  a  haun-baiTow. 
North.  Well  done,  Ulysses. 
Shepherd.  Anither  day,  in  the  Megget,  I  caucht  a 
cartfu'.  As  it  gaed  doun  the  road,  the  kintra-folk 
thoucht  it  was  a  cartfu'  o'  herrins— for  they  were  a 
preceesely  o'  ae  size  to  an  unce — and  though  we  left 
twa  dizzen  at  this  house— and  four  dizzen  at  that 
house— and  a  gross  at  Henderland— on  countin 
them  at  hame  in  the  kitchen,  Leezy  made  them  out 
forty  dizzen,  and  Girzzy  forty- twa,  aught ';  sae  a 
dispute  hai'n  arisen,  and  o'  coorse  a  bet,  we  took  the 
census  ower  again,  and  may  these  be  the  last  worda 
I  sail  ever  speak,  gin  they  didna  turn  out  to  be 
Forty-Five  ! 

North.  The  heaviest  Fish  I  ever  killed  was  in  the 
River  Awe — ninety  pound  neat.  I  hooked  him  on  a 
Saturday  afternoon— and  had  small  hopes  of  killing 
him — as  I  never  break  the  Sabbath.  But  I  am  con- 
vinced that,  within  the  hour,  he  came  to  know  that 
he  was  in  the  hands  of  Christopher  North— and  his 
courage  died.  I  gave  him  the  butt  so  cruelly  that 
in  two  hours  he  began  to  wallop  ;  and  at  the  end  of 
three  he  lay  dead  at  my  feet,  just  as 

The  star  of  Jove,  so  beautiful  and  large, 

tipped  the  crest  of  Cruachan. 
Shepherd.    Hoo  lang  ? 

North.  So  beautifully  proportioned,  thatj  like 
that  of  St.  Peter's  or  vSt.  Paul's,  you  did  not  feel  his 
mighty  magnitude  till  after  long  contemplation. 
Then,  you  indeed  knew  that  he  was  a  sublime  Fish, 
and  could  not  choose  but  smile  at  the  idea  of  any 
other  salmon. 

Tickler.  Mr.  De  Quincey,  now  that  these  two  old 
fools  have  got  upon  angling  

Shepherd.  Twa  auld  fules  !  You  great,  starin, 
Saracen-headed  Langshanks !  If  it  werena  for 
bringin  Mr.  North  intil  trouble,  by  ha'in  a  dead  man 
fun'  within  his  premises,  deil  take  me  gin  I  wadna 
fractur  your  skull  wi'  ane  o'  the  cut -crystals  ! 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Henley). — The  river,  which  has  been 
running  very  coloured  during  the  last  few  days,  is 
fast  toning  down  to  a  nice  colour.  A  good  stream 
is  1  uiming.  Prospects  for  sport  by  the  week-end 
are  very  promising.  Ronch  have  been  feeding  fai'ly 
well  at  tirue5,  and  several  decent^  bags,  up  to  101b., 
have  been  caught  Mr.  F.  Cox  has  taken  a  roach 
of  1  lb.  lloz.,  and  Mr.  A.  Parrott  one  of  1  lb.  IJoz. 
Mr.  Pryke  had  a  jack  of  51b.  12oz.,  and  Mr.  H. 
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Littlewood  one  of  41b.  8oz,  A  large  number  of 
"bankers"  were  down  on  Nov.  5  and  takes  ran 
em  ill,  but  several  "  pounders  "  were  caught.  Pike 
fisiiing  shouli  improve  now,  and  visiting  anglers 
can  make  sure  of  a  good  supply  of  live-bait  by 
sending  a  postcard  to — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Bichnioud). — The  rain  made  the  water 
a  nice  colour.  The  principal  takes  are; — Frank 
Blown,  out  with  Mr.  Perfect  and  sons  on  Nov.  5, 
two  and  a  half  dozen  good  roach  and  dace ;  on 
Nov.  6,  out  with  Messrs.  Bu^h  and  Kemp,  in  three 
h  mrs,  141b.  of  good  roich  and  dace.  H.  Mansell, 
average  take  lOlb.  to  141b.,  out  with  Messrs.  Bunner 
and  Bennett,  26lb.  of  good  roach  and  dace.  Several 
good  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  by  bank 
analers. — G  vynor  and  Son. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — The  water  has  been  very 
bright  of  la'e,  and  not  much  sport  to  report.  How- 
ever, I  was  out  on  Nov.  5  by  myself,  and  in  two 
hours  caught  a  few  roach  and  four  chub  weighing 
9|lb.  A  gentleman  kindly  photographed  them,  and 
I  am  sending  you  one  on.  The  water  i3  now  in  good 
condition. — H.  Herbert.  [Four  very  nice  chub, 
Mr.  Herbert.] 

Thames  (Tw  ckenham). — The  river  is  in  good 
order  for  fishing,  there  being  a  nije  colour.  Tide 
tlows  late  in  afternoon  of  the  12th.  Bream  have 
been  well  on.  On  Nov. .')  the  takes  were  :  R.  Spong, 
ten  bream  and  a  few  good  roach  ;  A.  Turner,  seven 
bream  and  a  good  bag  of  other  fish :  "  Blower 
Brown,"  six  bream  and  other  fish ;  H.  Harper,  six 
bream  (largest  31b.)  and  a  good  bag;  F.  Wright, 
one  bream  and  a  few  other  fish.  Nov.  6 :  H. 
Harper,  twenty  bream,  and  a  very  good  bag  of 
roach  and  dace.  In  answer  to  "Blower  Brown's" 
challenge  to  fish  me  (Arthur  Turner)  for  tl  up  to 
£5,  I  shall  be  glad  to  accommodate  him  for  £5  up 
to  £10  on  these  conditions:  that  our  patron?  who 
fished  or  weighed  in  for  Mr.  Baker's  prize  roach  rod 
do  the  fishing,  and  that  we  act  as  the  professional 
attendants  upon  them,  the  heaviest  weight  to  win. 
Three  hours  in;  the  Deeps  below  Eel  Pie  Island. 
G.  Baker,  stakeholder.  Deposit  on  Nov.  15. — Tom 
Auger. 

Thames  (Weybridge), — The  roach  fishing  has 
considerably  improved  here  owing  to  the  slight 
flush  of  water  from  the  rains.  Messrs.  Gillet  and 
Kelly,  fishing  with  T.  Strudwick  the  week  through, 
have  had  eight  jack  and  several  good  roach  from 
12oz.  upwards ;  Mr.  H.  George,  with  H.  Curr,  has 
had  several  jack,  two  best  fish  4lb.  and  71b. ;  Mr. 
Light  some  good  roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  Bearup 
several  good  jack  ;  and  Mr.  Cautle  one  jack  of  71b., 
and  lost  one  of  about  121b  ,  which  went  through 
the  landing-net. — Chas.  A.  Shaylor. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  river  is  in  better 
condition  since  the  rain,  and  much  freer  of  leaves. 
Have  done  little  else  but  chub  fishing  lately,  and 
had  a  fair  quantity  and  good  size ;  one  splendid 
fish  of  41b.  7oz.  on  Monday,  and  three  others  over 
21b.  each  among  a  total  of  seven  fish. — P.  Brown, 
Fisherman. 

Avon  (Biugwood). — The  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  roach  fishing  after  the  rains  of  last 
week,  but  the  pike  do  not  seem  to  feed  so  well  as 
they  should  do.  On  Nov.  2  Mr.  S.  Stone  got  15lb. 
of  roach,  and  a  nice  chub  of  2|lb.  On  Nov.  3  Mr. 
Sams  took  two  pike,  largest  5Jlb.,  and  twenty  roach 
up  to  IJlb.,  on  Nov.  7,  Mr.  S.  Stone  had  a  splendid 
take  of  rt  ach,  taking  140  up  to  1  lb.  7oz.,  the  best 
catch  we  have  had  for  some  time.  On  the  same 
dite,  Mr.  F.  W.  Clarke  took  thirty  roach  up  to  IJlb., 
and  Mr.  R.  H.  Morant  took  five  pike.  On  Nov.  8, 
Mr.  F.  H.  Clarke  took  fifty-two  roach,  largest  lilb. 
— M.  W.  Hayteb. 

Bottisham  laocks  (Waterbeaoh)  The  Cam 

having  of  late  been  much  refreshed,  and  at  the 
present  time  in  excellent  condition,  those  in  quest 
of  the  roach  have  been  well  rewarded  with  forty 
fish  bait  size,  together  with  41b.  to  51b.  up  to 
j'lb.  each  in  midday.  The  glorious  summer-like 
weather  brought  them  on  the  feed.  A  few  bream 
had  up  to  IJlb.  Pike  fishing  has  been  tolerably 
good,  several  being  had  up  to  4  Jib  each.  Live-baits 
on  the  spot,  with  punt  if  lequired,  but  the  bank 
fishing  is  good.  Just  now  it  is  well  to  order  baits, 
they  being  in  great  demand.  All  free  water. — John 
O.  Gkorck,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  has 
risen  very  slightly  after  the  recent  rain,  and  it  is 
reported  thut  a  good  many  fish  have  been  up  to  the 
spawning  bed.^.  For  the  time  of  the  year,  however, 
the  water  is  extremely  low. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Most  of  the  streams  are 
suffering  through  the  loivii.'sa  of  the  water,  but  the 
recent  heavy  rain  h  is  itnproved  several  rivers  which 
weie  getting  very  low.  The  Exe  Board  of  Conser- 
vators hive  de.-idod  to  increase  the  duty  on  licences 
as  follows :  trout,  whole  season,  5s.  ;  weekly 
li  ence,  2s.  Od. ;  day  liconue.  J.s.  Mr.  J.  C.  Daniell 
thought  the  extra  amounts  ought  to  bo  devoted 
to  the  improvement  of  the  river.  The  clerk 
pointed  out  that  80f>  annual  tickets  was  a  fair 


average  for  the  season,  and  400  for  the  weekly 
licences  ought  to  yield  an  incame  of  £250,  whereas 
their  present  income  was  somewhere  between  £112 
and  £120.  The  amount  received  this  year  for 
silmin  rod  and  line  licences  was  £1  less  than  that 
of  the  year  before  last,  whijh  was  the  highest  in 
the  history  of  the  Board. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Another  little  freshet  of  18in. 
They  come  regularly  at  the  week-ends,  and  thii 
regularity  would  be  very  favourable  to  sport  if  only 
the  river  had  been  stocked  with  fish,  as  it  keeps  the 
pools  in  fishing  order.  But  fish  are  scarce.  In  the 
Cargo  wat'er,  Mr.  R.  B.  Lickhart  has  landed  two, 
171b.  and  211b;  Mr.  Henderson,  two,  221b.  ea^h  ; 
Mr.  W.  F.  B.  Ward,  one,  211b.  ;  and  Mr.  Masm 
Scott,  one,  181b  In  the  Crosby  water,  Mr.  E  L. 
Hough  had  one,  12lb. ;  and  Mr.  Wood,  one,  19lb. 
Mr.  W.  Pattinson  had  one,  lOlb  ,  near  Carli-ile,  Mr. 
W.  Wihon,  one  at  Holme  End;  Mr.  Rosenvinge, 
three  at  Little  Corby.  t!ie  heaviest  2;)lh. ;  and  in  the 
same  water,  Mr.  Roe,  two,  71b  and  l!)lb.  Mr. 
Johnston,  of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers,  one,  12lb., 
between  Wetheral  and  Warwick.  Anothe:  week 
will  be  the  end  of  it.—  Silver  Grey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (£zeter). — Except  some  perch 
and  roach  and  a  few  pike  caught  in  the  Exe  near  the 
city,  and  in  the  conal  at  Lime  Kilns,  Topsham,  and 
Turf,  very  little  has  been  done.  On  Tuesday,  at 
Wooford  Petty  Sessions,  Thomas  Dixon,  the  lo3k 
keeper  at  Turf,  was  summoned  for  illegal  fishing  for 
whitebait.  Mr.  Ford,  clerk  ti  the  Exe  Board  of 
Conservators,  brought  the  case  forward,  stating  that 
his  board  had  sea  fishing  power  in  tire  Exe  over  the 
whole  of  the  waters  to  St.  James'  Weir.  The 
town  clerk  said  the  question  was  not  with  regard 
to  the  jurisdiction  over  the  River  Exe,  and  con- 
tendel  that  the  fishing  was  in  the  waters  of  the 
Exeter  Canal.  The  matter  was  very  fully  discussed 
William  Tavener,  fishing  officer,  employed  by  the 
Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  and  Walter  Luxton, 
water-bailiff,  gave  evidence.  The  bench  decided, 
after  hearing  evidence  on  both  sides,  that  they  had 
no  jurisdiction,  and  dismissed  the  case,  Mr.  Ford 
asking  the  bench  to  state  a  ease  for  appeal,  and 
this  the  bench  expressed  their  willingness  t)  do. 
Sea  fishing  has  been  only  just  passable  at  Exmoutji 
and  Teignmouth,  some  pollack  being  caught,  and 
also  some  mullet  and  fine  smelt  at  Exmouth  pier 
and  dock.  Tides  serve  us  better  after  Nov.  8. — 
Red  Palsieb. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — The  cry  of  the  angler 
visiting  this  river  is  still  "  More  rain  wanted."  So 
far  the  rain  which  has  fallen  has  only  refreshed  the 
Lea  and  its  tributaries,  which  continue  clear  and 
sluggish,  with  their  beds  very  foul.  Between  Ware 
and  Hertford  good-sized  roach  have  been  met  with, 
but  no  takes  over  61b.  are  reported.  Pike  and 
perch  have  been  landed  here,  and  other  stations 
have  yielded  a  few  fish.  Sport,  however,  has  been 
very  dull. — Izaae  Walton. 

Iiittle  Oase  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition,  and  there  has  been  some  good  bags  of 
pike  and  perch  taken.  On  Nov.  5,  Mr.  Dumb- 
worth,  of  London,  caught  six  pike,  weighing  451b.  ; 
on  Nov.  6,  a  gentleman  caught  seven  pike,  the 
largest  weighing  121b.,  which  has  been  seat  for 
show  at  the  Thurlow  Arms  Hotel,  Norwood-road, 
West  Norwood.  There  ii  every  prospect  of  good 
sport.  Boats,  baits,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from 
Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

LagTff  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  a  little  stained,  owing  to 
the  heavy  falls  of  rain  had  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  but  they  will  soon  clear,  as  the  weather 
appears  to  be  taking  up.  The  water  has  been  im- 
proved by  the  flush,  and  it  will  wash  all  the  loose 
leaves  away,  and  make  it  better  for  fly  fishing. 
Fishing  has  been  slow  this  week,  very  few  rods 
being  out,  but  there  is  every  prospect  of  sport  being 
had  next  week,  if  we  get  no  more  rain.  The  Pinsley 
is  in  fair  order. — Gwynne. 

Oase  (Holywell  Perry). — Several  gentlamen  out 
last  week-end  after  pike  and  perch,  and  a  nice  lot 
were  landed.  Mr.  Clements  took  four  nice  pike  and 
some  decent  perch  on  Sunday.  Messrs.  Needham, 
Grove  and  Sadler  also  took  some  good  perch.  The 
water  is  in  good  condition  and  the  weeds  nicely 
settled  away.  Paternostering  with  gudgeon  has 
been  the  most  successful  style  here  as  yet  this 
season. — A.  Scabd. 

Oase  (Huntingdon). — Sport  at  a  complete  stand- 
still ;  absolutely  nothing  of  importance  to  report 
for  the  past  three  weeks.  Tile  weeds  are  still 
troublesome,  and  although  the  weather  has  been 
very  rainy  at  times  the  condition  of  the  water  has 
not  improved  in  the  slightest — that  is  to  say,  in  this 
neighbourhood — although  I  notice  it  is  stated  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  that  only  a  lew  miles  lower  down 
the  river  "  the  recent  rains  have  improved  all 
prospect'^,  and  the  river  is  in  good  condition  .  .  . 
and  the  weeds  are  no  trouble."  That  this  happy 
state  of  affairs  does  not  exist  here  and  does  exist 


but  a  f  jw  miles  off  is  amyotery  beyond  expUnation. 
— Chas.  A.  Bbyant. 

Ottse  (St.  Ives,  Hants). — River  clear  as  gin. 
Weeds  in  abundance,  as  neither  frost  nor  flushes 
have  been  of  sufficient  strength  to  have  the  least 
effect  upon  them.  We  have  plenty  of  good  fish 
thit  one  can  see  as  one  punts  about  the  rivers,  but 
a  good  downpour  of  rain  ii  nee  led  to  give  the  much 
needed  colour  before  any  giod  records  can  be 
forwarded.  Several  good  anglers  out  on  Saturday, 
Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday.  Mr.  Willey,  of 
London,  captured  a  pik?  of  lO^lb.  No  roach  over 
1  lb.  have  been  taken  since  my  last  report. — 
Edward  Collinson, 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — These  rivers  owing  to  the  unsettled  weather 
are  still  much  aboi'e  their  average  height,  yet 
some  good  catches  of  grayling  and  coirse  fish  are 
reported.  Although  Novembor  is  now  advancing 
vei-y  quickly,  and  Father  Christmas  will  again 
welcome  us  in  about  six  weeks'  time,  jet  most  of  the 
trees  aid  hedges  in  this  neighbourhood  still  retain 
the  r  autumn  foliage,  perhaps  of  a  deeper  'g  ilden 
tint  than  heretofore,  but  still  when  the  bright 
sunshine  is  in  evidence  retain  their  normal  and 
unequalled  beauty. — Vyrnwy. 

Sassax  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Rain, 
fog,  and  frost  have  been  experienced  du  ing  the 
past  week.  Rivers  are  high  and  clouded,  and  in 
some  parts,  notably  at  Henfiald  on  the  Adur,  over 
the  banks.  At  the  Cuckmare  the  locks  have 
been  opened  owin^  to  the  pressure  of  water,  and 
sport  has  suffered.  Roach  were  feeding  at  Bar- 
combe  Mills  on  Nov.  5,  and  a  few  nice  fish  were 
taken.  In  the  Arun  recently,  near  Stopham  Bridge, 
a  large  fish  was  seen  floundering.  With  the  ail  of 
a  boat  and  a  hay  rake  it  was  got  out,  and  proved 
to  be  a  porpoise  of  701b. — whether  dead  or  alive 
my  informant  does  not  state,  but  the  distance 
from  the  salt  water  would  be  in  favour  of  the 
former  theory.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order. 
A  few  small  dace  have  been  taken  from  the  basin 
and  from  the  Birdham  reaches.  Bream  up  to  IJlb.  ; 
a  few  small  parch  and  roach.— G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ladlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district 
has  been  running  coloured,  and  at  thi  beginninz  of 
the  week  was  out  of  order  for  fly  fishing.  The 
weather  at  the  end  of  last  weok  and  on  Nov.  5  was 
bad,  and  heavy  rain  fell  and  caused  the  river  to 
rise  and  colour.  The  weather  has  taken  up,  and  if  we 
get  no  more  rain  the  water  should  ba  in  good  order 
next  week,  and  should  be  greatly  improved,  as  the 
rain  has  washed  all  the  leaves  away.  Angling  has 
been  rather  quiet,  a  few  rods  have  been  out  and 
tried  worm  and  maggot,  and  several  nice  roaoh, 
dace,  and  chub  hive  been  landed.  Pike  were  tried 
for  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  some  small  ones 
about  31b.  and  41b.  taken.  "The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  stained,  but  will  soon  run  off; 
fishing  in  them  quiet  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyue,  North  and  South,  and  Naighbonringr 
Kivers. — Nov.  1  was  the  last  day  of  the  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Tyne ;  several  rods  were  out.  Mr. 
McPherson,  fishing  his  o  wn  stretch  on  the  North  Tyne, 
killed  a  fresh  salmon,  ssaling  151b.,  with  fly  ;  on  the 
higher  reaches  several  fish  were  killed.  Now  those 
anglers  who  are  fond  of  win  ter  fishing  and  hard  bracing 
weather,  will  find  plenty  of  dace  in  the  Tyne. 
Mr.  Boocock,  of  Newcastle,  on  Nov.  4,  killed  24  fine 
dace  and  roach  in  the  Tyne  at  Riding  Mill.  The 
recent  frosts  have  put  the  grayling  in  better  con- 
dition. I  heard  of  one  fine  basket  of  eighteen 
good  fish  from  the  Till  at  Chatton.  Good  CoSt  for 
grayling :  Point,  Red  Tag,  Waterhen  Bloa,  aad 
Applegreen  Dun. — Henby  A.  Morton. 

Usk  (Uak). — Toe  salmon  season  which  terminated 
on  Nov.  1  was,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  worst,  on 
record.  Throughout  the  months  of  March  and 
April  the  river  was  very  high,  but  notwithstanding 
this  a  fair  numbor  of  fish  were  caught  for  so  early  in 
the  season.  It  was  thought  that  the  succession  of 
floods  would  have  kept  the  river  in  order  for  the  year, 
but,  unfortunately,  this  was  not  the  case.  From 
the  middle  of  April  to  t.'ie  middle  of  May  thasalmoQ 
anglers  met  with  the  bsst  sport,  but  not  so  good  as 
expected,  as  May  is  coo-idered  the  best  month  on 
the  Usk.  Then  the  river  bejame  low,  and  remained 
so  until  July  1,  whan  there  was  a  rise  of  about  a 
foot  and  a  half,  and  for  a  week  anglers  enjoyed  a 
little  more  sport.  Again  the  water  quickly  ran 
down  until  tie  first  wee'.c  in  September.  Then 
occurred  a  foar-foot  rise,  and  a  big  run  of 
fish  was  looked  forward  to,  but  the  rise  could  no; 
have  met  the  high  tides,  as  salmon  were  still  scarce, 
and  onoe  more  the  spirits  of  the  anglers  were 
doomed.  From  this  time  to  the  end  of  tha  seaiou 
(with  the  exception  of  the  last  couple  of  days)  the 
water  remained  in  an  abnormally  low  condition, 
and  only  a  few  fish  were  killed  periodically.  Again 
there  was  a  scarcity  of  botchers,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
attribute  the  cause.  The  most  successful  anglers 
on  the  upper  water  were  Colonel  Morris,  Capt. 
Phillips,  and  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Hughes ;  on  the  lower 
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water  Mrs.  Lister,  Major  Trevor,  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride, 
Mr.  Maudaunt,  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  and  Mr.  R. 
Rijhards  ;  and  on  the  Town  water,  Mr.  J.  Pitt. 
Mr.  Rowland-  killed  the  biggest  salmon  on  the  lower 
water,  namely,  a  So-pounder. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Keadonj. — Two  piUe  of  71b.  and 
.lib  aie  the  only  captures  of  note;  300  perch  and 
300  roach  of  gojd  quality  (many  ot  lib.  weight) 
have  been  added  to  the  water,  this  being  prefatory 
to  a  general  restocking. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  Since  the 
rain  of  last  week  the;e  rivers  have  been  rather  hi<;h, 
and  only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  fly  fis'iing. 
However,  I  hear  of  a  few  grayling  being  taken  witli 
the  fly.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye 
have  had  fair  sport.  There  was,  on  Nov.  0,  a  ni -e 
woodland  water  on  the  Derweat,  but  it  is  clearing 
again,  and  should  be  in  good  order  for  the  fiy  by 
Saturday,  Nov.  11.  A  few  fish  hive  been  caught 
with  the  -worm  and  maggot  where  this  mode 
of  angling  is  permitted.  On  S3me  parts  of  the 
Darleydale  Club's  water  several  nice  little  catches 
have  been  taken.  The  pro-pe3ts  are  very  favour- 
able, and  there  ought  to  be  some  grayling  taken 
yet.  Tlie  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's water  has  afforded  its  members  a  nice  few 
fish,  mjstly  perch  and  roach.  Mr.  J.  Clay  and  a 
friend,  on  several  occasions  have  secured  two  to 
four  bra'^e;  also  Mr.  Cooper  taking  several  nice  fish. 
Useful  flies :  Apple  Green,  Red  Tag,  Furnace  Fly, 
Needle  Fly,  and  Claret  and  Orange  Bumbles. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  report  we  have  had  copious 
rain,  and  all  our  Yorkshire  streams  have  been 
freshened  up  a  great  deal,  which  ha^  enabled  the 
salmon  to  aa.'ead  a  little  higher.  In  the  upper 
reaches  very  fe;v  anglers  have  been  out  at 
Aysgarth,  but  at  Redmire,  Wensley,  and  Middle- 
ham  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  seen 
out.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  fair.  Some 
nice  basket)  of  grayling  have  been  caught  with 
the  fly,  worm,  and  maggot.  The  best  killing 
flies  have  been  Red  Tag,  Witch,  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Blue  Hawk.  At  Masham, 
some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  the 
grayling  and  dace  with  the  fly.  A  fair  number  of 
rods  have  been  out  at  Tanfield,  Ripon  and  Newby, 
sport  in  these  districts  has  been  fair  amongst  the 
grayling  with  the  fly  and  maggot.  The  Swale  has 
been  freshened  up  a  lot  with  the  week-end  rain. 
In  the  upper  reaches  some  very  fair  baskets  of  fish, 
principally  grayling  and  dace.  At  Catterick  good 
baskets  of  grayling  have  been  g  it  with  the  fly  ;  best 
patterns  for  this  dist.ict  have  been  B.adshaw's 
Fancy,  Waterhen  Blo.\,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Miller's 
Dark  Needle,  and  Red  Tag.  In  the  lower  reaches  a 
fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  at  Ainderby, 
Skipton-on- Swale,  and  Baldersley.  Good  baskets 
of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  have  been  caught  during  the 
last  few  days.  The  River  Derwent  has  been  fishing 
very  well.  The  upper  reaches  have  been  fairly  well 
patronised  at  Yeddingliam,  Schoolhouse  Hill,  and 
Stamford  Bridge.  Some  very  nije  chub  and  roach 
were  causht  last  week-end.  Mr.  G  Singleton  landed 
a  fine  chub  weighing  close  upon  5 Jib.  Other  anglers 
have  also  met  with  the  big  ones,  some  weighing  just 
on  61b.  At  Wheldrake,  Cottingwith,  and  Bubwith, 
several  anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been 
fair  in  these  districts.  The  Whar.e  has  bean 
in  nice  trim  during  the  last  few  days.  In  the 
upper  reaches  sport  has  been  fair  amongst  the 
grayling  at  Grassington,  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods, 
and  Ilkiey.  The  best  baskets  have  been  got  with 
the  fly  and  worm.  In  the  Ijwer  reaches  in  the 
districts  of  Harewood,  Woodhall  and  Collingham 
Bridge,  f  everal  anglers  have  been  out.  Sport,  on 
the  whole,  haa  been  very  fair;  baskets  ranging  from 
:'.lt>.  to  121b.  have  been  got  with  the  maggot  at 
Wetherby,  Boston  Spa,  and  Tadcaster.  Spo/t 
amongst,  the  ,roach  and  dace  has  been  very  good, 
especially  at  the  latter  placa  ;  baskets  of  roach  and 
da-je,  weighing  from  filb.  to  14lb.,  have  bsen  gjt. 
The  River  Nidd  is  in  very  fair  trim.  In  the  upper 
reaches  very  few  anglers  have  bean  out,  but  in  the 
lower  reaches  some  nice  sport  has  been  met  with 
at  Knaresboro',  Ribston,  and  Walshford  Bridge 
amongst  the  oarae  fish  Prospects  are  g  )od  fur 
the  week-end  if  rain  o.ily  keeps  off.  At  the  time  of 
sending  this  report  rain  threatens. — J.  E.  Millisu. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — That  the  fine  frosty 
weathoi'  apoilod  the  fishery  at  the  close  of  the 
season,  e-pecially  in  the  Double  Water,  there  is  no 
rea-ionable  doubt,  aud  although  bait  fishing  was 
continued  in  the  \S'illow  and  Cauldron  pcjwls  up  to 
the  end,  those  famous  pitches  did  not  realise 
expectations.  The  slight  flood  which  took  place 
farly  last  week  improved  matters.  Fishing  in  the 
Netherby  reserved  water  below  Longtown,  Mr. 
Makant  caught  two  salmon,  ISJlb.  andJlOilb. 
respectively,  ia  his  own  stretch  of  water.  "The 


Rev.  J.  C.  Graham,  Atthuret,  landed  a  medium-sized 
silmon  in  the  same  water.  At  a  subsequent  fishing 
Mr.  Makant  had  a  fine  salmon  of  fully  :501b.  Fishing 
in  the  Cauldron  pool  Mr.  Stott  landed  twonicesalmon. 
In  the  mid  reaches  Mr.  Nelson,  Rowanburn,  caught 
two  salmon  of  30lb.  each.  Mr.  J.  Wilson  had  a  ni  ;e 
salmon  in  tlie  Broomholm  reserved  water.  Messrs. 
Rowe  and  Wexthorstone  had  each  a  small  salmon 
in  upper  waters  of  theEsi,  and  Mr.  Byers  landed 
a  fine  Salmon  of  2  lib.  Du  ing  some  fishing  in  the 
Netherby  waier  Mr.  Lawden^  Edinburgh,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Graham  caught  two  nice  salmon  of  131b. 
and  lOlb.  at  an  afternoon  fishing.  Mr.  James 
Davidson,  three  salmon  at  a  fishing  in  the  mid 
reaches  of  the  E-k,  the  weight  being  221b.,  91b.,  and 
81b.  Mr.  Stott  landed  a  salmon  ot  24lb.  Mr.  R. 
Nelson  had  two  fish  of  231b..  I7lb.  Mr.  William 
Murray  caught  a  salmon  of  ISlb.  Mr.  J.  Telford 
had  a  fish  of  2")lb.  Mr.  Frank  Little  had  one  of  161b., 
Mr.  Ddvii  Murray  one  of  8lb. ;  and  among-t  the  last 
captures  were  two  salmon  taken  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Cowden  pool  in  the  Netherby  reserved 
water.  Mr.  Adam  Keen  caught  a  salmon  of  181b. 
in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  Mr.  D  Ferguson 
landed  a  small  fish  of  121b.  above  the  village  with 
sea-trout  fly. — Gilnockie. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  rivers  are  now 
falling  after  being  in  high  flood  for  eleven  or  more 
days.  The  floods,  if  late  for  angling  purposes,  will 
ensure  a  good  spawning  season,  and  already  the 
fish  are  crowding  the  side  streams  preparatory  to 
taking  to  the  redds.  Last  year  the  spawning  season 
was  a  very  late  one  indeed,  and  as  a  consequence 
it  was  a  spring  of  kelts  and  baggit  fish  both  with 
salmon  and  sea-trout.  During  the  last  two  days 
of  the  angling  ssason  two  fine  fish  were  got  on  the 
Manse  Pool  of  the  Ardoe  waters  belonging  to 
Colonel  Ogstone — one  on  Oct.  28  and  one  on  Oct.  30 
of  about  301b.  each.  Several  others  were  got  on 
the  Park  and  Drum  waters,  but  all  over  the  closing 
sport  was  really  the  poorest  on  record,  at  least 
within  the  memory  of  the  oldest,  considering  the 
head  ot  fish  forward  and  the  chances  otherwise. 
Don. — The  Don  has  been  in  flood  and  overflowing 
its  banks  on  several  occasions  during  the  past 
weeks.  The  closing  days  of  the  season  saw  too 
much  flood,  while  the  rest  of  the  season  was  lost 
for  want  of  it.  The  amount  of  fiih  forward  for 
spawning  purposes  is  quito  unprecedented,  and 
brings  the  Don  back  to  its  pristine  days  of  twenty- 
five  or  more  years  ago.  Ythan. — Very  few  salmon 
were  got  towards  the  close,  but  sea-trout  were 
plentiful.  A  good  head  of  spawners  is  now  forward 
in  the  mid-reachos,  and  an  e.Kcellent  spawning 
season  is  now  well  assured.  The  Ugie,  Deveron, 
Findhorn,  Spey,  North  and  South  Esks  have  all  been 
in  flood,  and  t  he  prospects  of  a  good  spawning  season 
is  now  a  dead  certainty. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  that  still 
remain  open  for  angling  have  been  in  good  order  since 
last  week  with  the  rainfall  in  Annandale  and  Niths- 
dale.  Salmon  have  not  bee-i  making  any  show  in 
the  Annan  until  this  morning  (Wednesday,  Nov.  8). 
Some  good  fish  have  been  caught  with  fly  and  ths 
silver  Devon  minnow.  The  Annan  and  its 
tributaries  close  for  the  season  on  Wednesday 
evening  next  {Nov.  15j.  Among  the  more  success- 
ful rods  during  the  past  few  days  have  been 
the  following :  Mr.  Clegg  caught  a  salmon  of 
23Jlb.  in  the  Upper  Mount  Annan  water.  In  the 
Lower  Mount  Annan  water  on  Friday  Itst;,  the 
keeper,  James  Riley,  landed  one  out  of  the  Salmon 
Pool  with  fly.  Mr.  Pasley  -.Dirom's  fisherman, 
Andrew  Bell,  has  taken  seven  or  eight  pahiion. 
On  Friday,  November  3,  he  had  a  salmon  of 
21  lb.  out  of  the  Back  of  the  Wood  Pool  with 
Brown  Turkey  fly,  anl  in  the  same  pool,  on  the 
following]day,  he  landed  another  of  the  same  weight 
with  Grey  Turkey  fly.  On  Monday  he  had  another 
of  ylb.  out  of  the  "  Hole  "  of  the  Back  of  the  Wood. 
In  the  L  )wer  Annan,  below  the  town  bridge,  Mr. 
Wm.  Wright  had  a  fine  fish  of  21  ;ib.  with  a  small 
silver  Devon.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  John  L  lurie  caught 
a  fish  of  lOlb.  with  .silver  Deeon  minnow,  and  with 
the  same  lure  in  the  evening  he  had  another  of  8lb. 
Mr.  James  Dixon,  fishing  with  a  fly,  had  a  clean-run 
fish  of  181b.,  and  the  Re^^.  J.  C.  Hicks  caught  one 
of  17lb.  with  silver  Devon  minnow.  Mr.  Andrew 
Wilson,  fishing  Castlemil  •:  wat.  r,  caught  one  of 
I /Jib.  out  of  Buttrey's  Pool,  and  one  of  18lb. 
out  of  Shellan  Hass  Pool.  Mr.  Horner,  Castle- 
milk,  took  one  of  2iilb.  out  of  Hess  Pool. 
The  Djmfries  Nith  closes  on  Tuesday  night  fiist. 
Some  fish  have  been  running  since  Monday,  but^ 
sport  has  been  disappointing.  The  LJrr  of  Dal- 
beattie is  the  latest  river  in  this  district  open  for 
t'.io  rods.  It  does  njt  close  until  Nov.  3  ).  A  fine 
fish  ui  iHlb.  was  taken  last  week,  and  another 
hooked  and  lo,t.  L.\teh. — In  the  Mount  Annan 
water  this  (Wednesday)  evening  Mr.  Dirora'd  kt^eper, 
Andrew  Boll,  killed  a  salm  in  of  3Glb.  with  Golden 
Pheasant  fly.  The  fish  was  caught  in  the  Back  of 
the  Wood  Pool.    In  the  Salmon  Pool  of  the  aa  no 


water  to-day  the  keeper,  James  Riley,  had  one  of 
27lb. — Heatiihrhell. 
Tweed,  Tevlot,  aud  other  Border  Biivers. — 

The  past  week  has  been  almost  a  blank  as  rei^ards 
salmon  angling.  The  rivers  were  flooded  on  Thurs- 
day (Nov.  2),  and  again  on  Monday  to  the  extent  of 
from  three  to  four  feet.  Doubtless  there  has  boon  a 
good  run  of  salmon,  and  some  sport  may  be  enjoyed 
during  the  remaining  weeks  of  the  sea-on,  sSiould 
the  weather  continue  favourable.  At  li  )l.,ide,  on 
Oct.  31,  Sir  Augustus  Webster  caught  ono  salmon 
of  181b.  On  Nov.  1,  Colonel  F.  Davios  had  one  of 
261b.;  and  Majon  L.  Corry,  a  grilse  of  7^lb.  O  i 
Nov.  4,  Colonel  Davies,  one  salmon  weighing  l.olb. 
RuTHEKFOBD. — On  Oct.  26,  Miss  M.  Lucas  caught 
a  grilse  of  9lb.,  and  Mr.  C.  G.  Lefroy  two  salmon 
of  Kilb.  ijand  l.Glb.,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas,  tw.)  salmon 
of  26lb.  and  191b.  on  Oct.  27,  and  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas 
one  of  191b.  on  Oct,  28  ;  on  Oct.  30  Mr.  C.  G.  Lefroy 
had  a  grilse  of  101b.  ;  on  Nov.  1  Miss  M.  Lucas  had 
a  grilse  of  81b.,  and  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas  two  salmon 
of  18lb.  and  17lb.,  and  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  one  of 
26|lb.  ;  on  Nov.  4  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas  had  one  salmon 
of  181b.,  on  Nov.  7  one  of  20lb.,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Maudslay  two  salmon,  2Ulb.  and  171b.,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Maudslay  two  salmon,  16Jlb.,  161b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
81b.,  and  Miss  M.  Lucas  two  grilse,  101b.  and  71b. 
Floors  Upper. — On  Nov.  2,  Lord  Alastair  Innes 
Kerr  caught  two  salmon,  191b.  and  181b.,  and  one 
grilse  of  8lb.  Floors  Lower. — On  Nov.  2,  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  caught  one  salmon 
of  231b.,  and  one  gnlse  of  81b.  Eun.vm  House 
Water.  —  On  [Nov.  7,  Mr.  Stewart  caught 
three  salmon  at  the  Junction,  251b.,  Lllb.,  and 
Kilb.,  and  on  the  lower  stretch  Mr.  Cargey  one  of 
121b.  Hendeksyde. — On  Nov.  7,  Mr.  Pringle  had 
three  salmon.  Spbodston. — Mr.  Barrington  and 
friend,  on  Nov.  7,  had  three  salmon  and  one 
grilse.  CoBNHiLL. — On  Oct.  26,  Dr.  Rutherford 
had  a  grilse  of  91b.,  and  Mr.  Herring  two  gril  e  of 
8Jlb.  and  71b.  ;  and  on  Oct.  27  Dr.  Rutherford  one 
salmon  of  201b.  Lbbs. — Mr.  Ware  landed  two 
salmon,  211b.  and  121b.,  on  Oct.  26;  on  Oct.  27, 
Mr.  Majoribanks  caught  two  salmon  of  islb.  and 
171b. ;  on  Oct.  28,  Mr.  Majoribanks  had  a  s3a-trout 
of  31b. ;  and  on  Oct.  30  Mr.  Miller  had  two  salmon 
of  I7lb.  and  101b.  Norham.— On  Oct.  27  Mr.  Wm. 
Shepherd  caught  a  grilse  of  71b.  Teviot. — On  the 
Castle  Pool,  Mr.  T.  Gibson  caught  one  salmon  of 
15lb.  on  Nov.  4;  on  Nov.  7  Mr.  Farmer  me  of  131b.; 
on  Nov.  8  Mr.  Thompson  one  ot  22Hb.,  and  Mr. 
Jas.  Blake  a  grilse  of  81b. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Uoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  fBallina,  oo. 

Mays). — Mr.  Burton  and  friend  during  the  week 
had  ssventeen  jack,  12.olb.  ;  largest  four,  231b.. 
221b.,  20lb.,  and  171b.  He  also  had  some  very  good 
rough  shooting  in ;  the  estuary  of  the  Moy  with 
golden  plover,  duck,  and  teal,  and  many  other 
birds. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Tyrone  rivers  were  heavily 
flooded  last  week.  The  run  of  salmon  up  the 
Mourne  promises  fairly,  and  the  same  applies  to  the 
Blackwater  and  the  Ballinderry.  In  the  case  of  the 
Blackwater,  only  two  bailiffs  are  on  to  watch  many 
miles  of  spawning  grounds,  and  the  upper  waters 
are  entirely  unprotected.  The  Ballinderry  is  better 
oft,  half  a-dozea  watchers  being  employed  on  it.  In 
this  portion  of  the  county  the  destruction  of  trout 
by  flax  water  was  enormous,  many  of  the  small 
streams  having  been  depopulated. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Burnham  -on-Crouch.  —  The  members  of  the 
Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  A.S.  had  poor  sport  on 
Nov.  5.  They  did  not  get  on  the  fishing  ground 
until  nearly  1  p.m.,  and  the.n  it  was  dead  water,  but 
after  the  tide  began  to  flow  they  had  a  little  sport, 
a  new  member  being  the  victor  of  the  club  prizes, 
having  caught  a  nica  whiting  of  neatly  21b.  weight, 
a  good  flatfish,  with  other  small  whiting  and 
pouting.  Their  united  catch  was  forty-five  fish. 
The  other  boats  that  went  out  early  morning  and 
fished  the  ebb  tide  had  good  takes  of  fish.  Mr.  A. 
Abrahams  and  son,  fishing  with  John  Harvey,  being 
among  tne  number,  had  about  160  fish.  I  was  out 
on  Nov  6  with  Mr.  L)ngman  and  friends  on  the 
Volunteer  fishing  the  Ness  Hole  and  caught  l.oS 
fish,  some  lar^e  whiting  and  dabs  being  among  the 
number.  The  other  boats  out  also  had  go  )d  takes. 
On  Nov.  7,  Capt.  Clements  and  George  Clark  had 
good  sport  in  thej  Ness  Hole,  codling  between  21b. 
and  31b.  being  among  their  take.  Wmk  Stebbings, 
fishing  same  place,  had  some  good  fish,  la-gest 
codling  about  4lb.  W^e  are  having  delightful  weather 
now,  and  our  visitors  greatly  enjoy  their  outings  and 
sport.  I  saw  several  boatj  go  oat  this  morning,  and 
oxpect  them  to  have  good  sport,  but  up  to  time  of 
wrioing,  have  not  heard  results.  This  week-end 
will  not  be  suitable  for  rod  and  lino  emgling. — • 
J.  Wbiqhi. 
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Deal. — Unsettled  weather  lately.  A  few  boatsi 
put  out  for  sprats  on  Nov.  1,  and  secured  good 
takes.  Nov.  2. — Strong  breeze  S.S.W.  A  few 
boats  put  out  on  the  low  tide  for  line  fi-hing.  and 
secured  decent  takes  considering  the  state  of  the 
weather.  Nov.  3. — Gentle  breeze  southerly.  Good 
takes  of  fine  whiting,  and  a  few  large  cod  and  other 
fish  landed.  Nov.  4. — Wind  S.E.,  fine,  nnd  cloudy. 
Good  takes  of  lirge  whiting  and  cod  and  other  fish. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flaxman  took  eighty-three  whiting 
(one  weighing  2|lb.),  two  cod  (one  of  12^1b.  and  one 
of  61b.),  besides  other  fish  and  large  pouting;  Mr. 
Philips  and  friend  took  seven  score  fine  whiting, 
three  cod  (151b.,  141b.,  and  91b.),  besides  other  fish. 
Me  sis.  Bowden  and  William?,  fishing  on  Nov.  3 
and  4,  took  twelve  score  whiting,  thirty  ^odling, 
and  twenty  pouting.  Nov.  5. — Strong  breeze 
S.S.W.,  with  swell,  and  cold.  A  large  (juantity  of 
whiting  and  not  many  cod  landed.  Nov.  0. — Good 
lakes  of  large  whiting,  and  several  large  cod  and 
other  fish,  this  being  the  record  day  of  the  season, 
and  what  made  it  more  enjoyable  the  sun  shone 
all  day,  with  a  gentle  westerly  breeze.  Nov.  7. — 
Fine  and  warm,  water  in  fair  condition.  Takes : 
Ten  srore  downwards,  with  an  occasional  cod. 
Mr.  Bolton,  fi-hing  on  Nov.  C  and  7,  took  307 
whiting,  two  codling  of  4lb.  and  5lb.,  besides  several 
pouting  and  dogBsh.  Nov.  8. — Wind  N.W.,  fine 
with  bright  sunshine.  Good  takes  of  fine  cod  and 
good  whiting.  With  favourable  weather  prospects 
shoull  be  decent  this  week-end. — Edward  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  fisliers  have  had  but  poor 
sport  lately,  the  combination  of  neap  tide=.  clear 
water  and  bright  sunshine  not  being  at  all  con- 
ducive to  shallow  water  fishing  during  daylight 
hours.  Those  who  have  remained  after  dark  have 
been  generally  successful,  and  on  several  evenings 
very  good  results  have  been  obtained,  the  catches 
comprising  whiting,  codling,  and  small  congers. 
Fresh  arrivals  on  Nov.  3  were  Messrs.  Webber, 
Harvey,  Foster,  and  White,  and  the  day's  catches 
gave  general  satisfaction.  Pier  fishing  on  Nov.  4 
was  pour  throughout  the  entire  day,  and  evening 
hours  yielded  but  little.  Mr.  and  Mrf .  Cocks,  Mr. 
J.  R.  Pickup,  Mr.  Glen,  and  Mr.  Wells  joined  the 
pier  ranks  on  Nov.  5,  but  the  day's  returns  were 
quite  unimportant,  though  a  few  detent  bags 
were  made  early  in  the  morning  and  also  after 
sunset.  On  Nov.  (i,  Mrs.  Hards,  Mrs.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Longcroft,  Mrs.  Clapp,  Mr.  Dodd,  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Allison  Wolff,  Miss  La  Thangue, 
Mrs.  Wynne,  Mrs.  Tress,  and  Messrs.  Holmes, 
Dicks,  Wad  dell,  Miskin,  Hayman,  Adams,  Brooks, 
Belcher,  Band,  Hards,  Welch,  McCann,  Alchin, 
Hope-Fellows,  Tress,  Beasley, Fryer,  Diwn,Memes8, 
Swan,  Cobb,  Dollond,  Cheshire,  Dodd,  Tlott,  Ser- 
geant, Richardson,  Dyer,  and  Finn  fi-hed  for  the 
^zreater  pait  of  the  day  with  scant  succefs,  but  in 
the  evening  sport  was  far  more  brisk,  Mr.  Dyer 
and  Capt.  Dicks  making  exrellent  bags,  though  the 
heaviest  fish,  a  codling  of  5|lb.,  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mrs. 
Wynne.  Mr.  A.  Hayman,  who  was  the  sole  occupant 
of  the  pier  early  on  Tuesday  mornine, realised  capital 
sport  for  a  time,  but  Mrs.  Leas  and  Mr.  Kenneth  M. 
Dowie,  who  arrived  somewhat  later,  did  nothing 
whatever,  and  the  day  proved  quite  uneventful. 
Evening  hours,  however,  found  the  whiting  feedi»g 
well,  and  Miss  Wolff,  Mr.  T.  Wolff,  Mr.  Brooks,  Mr. 
Miskin,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  several  others  made  good 
numerical  catches.  Nothing  whatever  was  done 
upon  the  flood  tide  on  Wednesday  morning,  nor  in 
the  course  of  the  day  scarcely  anything  was  taken. 
The  committee  of  the  Deal  and  District  Angling 
Association  have  arranged  to  give  asmoking  concert 
on  Nov.  25  in  the  local  Masonic  Hall,  to  which 
visiting  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  will  be  admitted 
as  guests. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings. — Large  quantity  of  fi^h  about  now. 
Whiting  running  large.  Eleven  members  of  the 
Hastings  Association,  out  three  hours  on  Nov.  8, 
had  34Ulb.  of  plaice,  dab',  ray,  whiting  pouts,  and 
codling  (largest  whiting  I  lb.  lOoz.,  and  a  lot  up  to 
a  pound).  Anglers  would  do  well  to  visit  us  just 
now. — H.  D. 

Heme  Bay. — There  are  plenty  of  nire  fish  here 
now,  mostly  codling  and  dabs  as  the  whiting  seem 
t»  bo  but  short  this  year.  Although  the  tides  have 
not  been  very  good  the  last  few  days,  on  Nov.  3 
severt)!  gentleman  went  out  for  a  few-liours,  when 
Mr.  Whitchurch  had  271b.  of  cod,  the  best  being 
2lb,  lloz.,  Mr.  Millington  Tilb.,  up  to  2lb.  2oz., 
Mr.  Wiieeler,  fifteen  cod,  all  averaging  about  31b., 
and  Mr.  'I'arget,  121b.,  a  little  lii^htor.  On  Nov.  5, 
Mr.  Millington  had  several  niao  cod,  the  best 
being  31b.  2oz.,  and  a  (juantity  of  dabs  over  1  lb. 
Ou  Nov.  <i  the  local  associatijxi  had  one  of  their 
members'  competitions,  when  there  was  a  good 
many  boats  out,  but  owing  to  the  slackness  of  the 
tide  the  weights  were  very  small.  Several  com- 
petitors went  out  in  the  evening  after  weighing  in 
(mysoli  among  them)  as  the  tide  began  to  run,  and 
hud  sorno  gf  od  sport  on  the  cod  ground.    The  entries 


for  the  annual  festival  clo.=e  next  Tuesday,  and  a  very 
successful  festival  is  anticipated.  Entries  are  alrea-iy 
coming  in,  nnd  the  committee  are  doing  everything  in 
their  power  to  make  it  a  success.  A  room  will  be 
set  apart  at  headquarters  iis  a  club-room  for  com- 
prtit>r8,  where  letters  and  pxrcelscan  be  addressed. 
At  headquarters  will  be  found  a  chart  of  thesei, 
showing  the  best  gr  lUnds  plainly,  and  the  .secre'  ary 
or  any  member  of  the  <  omTiitti  e  will  be  pleased  to 
point  them  out  to  any  cempetitor,  imd  give  any 
other  information  in  their  power. — Joski-h  Gaii-PBR. 

Plymontli. — I  noticed  several  snaall  boats  on 
Monday  morning  ju=t  outside  the  lighthouse  end 
of  the  breakwater.  They  weio  evidently  bu  y  with 
the  pollack  ;  they  were  rowing  ^  ery  slowly,  towing 
their  lines  astern.  A  little  bit  more  to  the  westward 
were  some  boats  anchored  for  whiting,  and  they, 
too,  to  all  npponrantes,  were  pret'. y  bu-y.  The 
regular  whiting  boats  during  the  past  week  have 
not  done  much.  There  has  been  a  big  ."^ea  in  the 
Channel,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the  sea  i^  very 
smooth  and  very  little  wind.  The  smelt  fishermen 
are  doing  well,  and  some  of  the  fish  are  very  fine. 
The  dogfish  are  being  brought  in  by  the  steam 
trawlers  and  sailing  smacks  in  varijus  quantities, 
and  a  small  crowd  of  cleaners  are  occupied  in 
skinning,  gutting,  and  pat  king  for  the  up-country 
markets.  I  think  that  the  u-e  of  dynamite,  which 
was  recommended  to  destroy  the  e  fish,  would  do 
much  more  damage  than  good,  as  the-e  fish  are  to 
be  found  more  or  less  from  the  Dodman  Point 
to  the  Beer  Head.  It  would  take  some  tons  of 
dynamite  to  do  any  damage  at  all.  If  we  could 
only  find  out  where  these  fi-h  breed  nnd  rake  up  the 
eggs,  we  might  then  do  sonrie  good. — Willi.vm 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bams^ate — With  bettc  r  weather  sport  has  im- 
proved, more  boats  Leintr  out,  getting  nice  strings 
of  codling,  pouting,  and  whiting.  The  latter  ate 
somewhat  scarce  and  spot  ty.  On  Nov.  5,  two 
London  anglers  came  in  short  of  bait,  with  (|uito 
2a\vt.  of  fish,  chiefly  codling  and  large  pouting. 
Codling  have  afforded  fair  sport  off  the  West  Pier ; 
two  or  three  large  congers  have  been  hooked  at  the 
same  place,  but  have  proved  too  good  for  the  tackle. 
Some  good  silver  eels  have  been  taken  in  the 
harbour.  Weather  more  settled  and  promL-ing 
for  the  week-end. — Grey  MuLLExr. 

Sonthwold. — Sport  has  been  of  a  variable  charac- 
ter during  the  last  week.  Some  days  both  whiting 
and  codling  afforded  the  frequenters  of  the  pier 
plenty  to  occupy  their  attention.  Many  good  cod- 
ling and  cod  have  been  taken.  The  season  is  being 
regarded  as  likely  to  prove  an  exceptionally  good 
one  for  this  vaiiety  of  fi  h.  Sprats  aie  now  well 
in,  and  our  boats  are  having  a  good  time.  Bright, 
sunny,  and  perfect  weather,  almost  summerlike  in 
its  aspect  ^except  for  early  and  late  frosts),  has 
prevailed  during  the  last  three  days,  not  conducive 
to  cod  catching,  howover.  Some  good  sized  fish 
have,  however,  been  taken  of  121b.  and  71b.  8oz.  by 
Mr.  A!dred,  jun. ;  and  a  splendid  sole  of  1  lb.  2oz. 
was  landed  by  Rev.  Father  Mason  Mr.  Wrightson 
took  a  fine  codling  of  91b.  3oz.  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition, and  a  capital  dab  of  1  lb.  4|oz.  No  fish 
taken  in  competition  of  sufficient  si7e  for  prizes  to 
be  awarded. — L.  B.  Wright.son  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Good  sport  is  now  being  obtained  here 
at  pollack,  whiting,  and  mackerel.  'The  weather  is 
nbaormally  fine,  and  the  sea  calm  as  a  mirror.  In 
the  Po)  tmagee  direction  some  hake  and  ling  are 
now  bsing  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Walton-on-lTaze. — Fi-hing  has  been  faiily  good 
this  week,  especially  in  the  backwater.  On  Nov.  5, 
W.  and  E.  IDownes  and  J.  Bailey  had  7  score  of 
whiting  and  codling.  G.  Hatcher  and  sons,  on 
Nov.  7,  had  llj  s  ore  mixed  fi>h.  Mr.  Hartell,  with 
boatman,  had  S  J"  score  of  whiting  and  codling. 
Mr.  Webb  and  Mr.  Eureby,  of  Colchester,  with 
T.  Bloom,  had  a  good  day's  sport.  Off  the  p'er, 
fishing  has  not  been  quite  so  good,  still  a  fair  lot  of 
bags  have  been  had.  Mr.  Forster,  of  Frinton,  and 
"Spinney"  had  2  score  of  codling  and  whiting  on 
Nov.  7,  from  pier.  Messrs.  Wightman,  Skinner, 
Wyatt  and  Coulson  and  others  have  had  mixed 
Imps.  Alussoh  seem  to  be  a  taking  bait. — 
J.  R.  RoniNHON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  is  once  more 
g  >od.  All  fi<h  usually  had  here  at  this  time  are 
\ ery  numerous,  and  t!.o  weather  is  all  that  could 
bo  desired.— T.  J.  D. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

Tun  following  particulars  aie  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

17, .529.  H.  C.  Monkcom,  137,  Mortlako-road, 
Ilford,  rOssox.  Ventilating-hood  apparatus  adapted 
for  the  collection  and  carrying  otf  of  fumca  from, 
o,  gas  ironing  stoves  ;  b,  gas  cookers;  c,  fish  frying 
pans  (trade) ;  d,  the  like. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  SocrETY, 

There  was  not  much  general  business  to  tran-sact 
at  our  meeting  on  Nov.  1,  when  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
was  in  the  chair.  The  teams  for  the  "  side.s  " 
match  at  Marlow  on  Nov.  12  were  chosen,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  a  successful  outing  should 
the  weather  be  at  all  favourable.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  ordinary  meeting  a  special  meeting  of 
the  coiiuiiittee  was  held,  Mr.  Barne.s  presiding,  to 
consider  one  or  two  important  letter.s  received  by 
the  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  which  required  imme- 
diate attention,  and  the  purport  of  one  will  probably 
prove  to  be  a  surprise  to  many.  Notwithstanding 
tho  re(!ent  rains,  those  member.s  who  visited  the 
society's  fishery  last  week-end  did  not  find  the 
water  so  much  coloiu-ed  as  might  have  been  expected, 
but  the  floating  leaves,  etc.,  were  very  troublesome  ; 
however,  very  fair  sport  was  obtained.  Messrs. 
Mainton  and  Rodbur  had  roach  ;  Mr.  Yarham, 
three  jack  ;  Mr.  Featherstonc,  five  perch  (best  1  lb.) 
and  roach  ;  Messrs.  Blagrave  and  Cracknoll,  roach 
and  dace  ;  Messrs.  Swain,  Gibson  and  Gobell,  roach 
(best  1  lb.)  ;  Mr.  Cracknell  qualified  for  the  fourth 
round  in  the  competition  for  the  club  cup.  The 
fish  taken  included  nice  samples  of  perch,  roach, 
and  dace.  A  programme  of  fixtures  to  the  end  of 
tho  current  year  has  been  posted  to  members,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  as  many  as  possible  will  endeavour 
to  take  part  in  tho  events. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

An  interesting  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presiding. 
There  was  not  a  large  show  of  fish  on  the  trays,  but 
a  nice  chub  and  sundry  roach  (takon  by  Mr.  Haynes), 
and  several  pretty  jack,  caught  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox, 
jun.,  at  Mapledurham,  attracted  attention;  Mr. 
Walton  also  reported  a  good  jack  of  (ijlb.  from 
Wraysbury ;  llossrs.  Higgs,  Green,  and  Merritt 
having  jack  also,  but  of  smaller  size  ;  Mr.  J.  Warno 
(at  St.  Ives)  hatl  taken  six  bream,  and  a  roach  of 
1  lb.  3oz.  ;  whilst  at  Whitstable,  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin 
had  taken  some  81b.  of  good  floimders  ;  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  and  friend  being  also  successful  at  Hastings 
with  a  joint  catch  of  twenty  dozen  or  more  whiting 
and  dabs  ;  Mr.  Vincent,  however,  at  Leigh,  reported 
very  indifferent  sport.  A  nomination  for  member- 
ship was  made,  ballot  Nov.  21,  a  new  member 
being  also  elected.  Votes  of  thanks  were  awarded 
respectively -to  Mr.  Gilbert  for  presentation  of  a 
handsome  coloured  engraving,  and  to  Mr.  Davi- 
son for  gift  of  two  books.  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  was 
unfortunately  not  able  to  read  his  promised  paper  ; 
however,  Mr.  Dryden,  hon.  librarian,  read  a  very 
interesting  one  instead  on  the  supposed  "  Cruelties 
of  Angling,"  which  was  provocative  of  much  dis- 
cussion, numerous  members  taking  part.  Mr. 
Bentley  also  read  a  short  but  amusing  disquisition 
on  a  quaint  subject.  Will  members  Idndly  note 
that  on  Tuesday  next  Mr.  Albert  E.  Jackson,  joint 
editor  of  the  Anglers'"  News,  will  give  a  lecture  on 
"  The  Salvation  of  our  Fishing  Rivers."  It  will  be 
illustrated  by  many  lantern  pictures,  and  as  it  is 
sure  to  be  exceptionally  entertaining,  members, 
friends,  and  visitors  generally  will  be  cordially 
welcomed.  On  Tue.sday  (Nov.  21)  the  evening  will 
be  devoted  to  microscopical  and  other  sciences 
relating  to  fishing. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gkesham  Angling  Society. 

Tuesday's  committee  meeting  was  ably  presided 
over  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Baker,  when  important  business 
was  transacted.  This  was  followed  by  the  usual 
ordinary  meeting,  when  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  occupied  the 
chair.  Mr.  Mark  Davies  kindly  offered  to  read  a 
paper  on  Nov.  21,  written  and  delivered  by  a 
member  some  years  ago.  As  Mr.  Davies  is  tho 
oldest  member  in  the  society,  and  the  paper  one  of 
great  interest,  and  known  to  very  few  members,  it  is 
sure  to  be  well  received,  and  a  good  attendance  of 
members  and  their  friends  is  confidently  expected. 
The  full  results  of  the  Deal  Competition  have  not 
yet  come  to  hand,  but  those  who  fished  on  Saturday 
liad  very  fair  sport,  though  no  sensational  captures 
rewarded  the  anglers.  Two  members  were  elected, 
and  several  inquiries  respecting  membership  are 
being  dealt  with.  A  report  from  Kelvedon  states 
that  in  spite  of  the  recent  rains,  not  enough  has 
fallen  to  influence  the  stream,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  water  is  still  very  bright,  and  the  outlook  not 
very  promising,  though  Mr.  Gray  took  a  few  nice 
roach  last  week-end. — Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  .Angling  Society. 

Mr.  W.  Radburn  took  the  chair  on  Nov.  7.  Final 
arrangements  were  made  for  our  musical  evening  to 
be  held  on  Tuesday  (Nov.  28).  Members  or  their 
friends  who  will  oblige  on  that  evening  are  im  ited 
to  send  in'  their  names  for  the  programme.  Mr.  S. 
Stone  brought  up  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  dace, 
weighing  in  the  aggregate  401b.  G.'.oz.,  largest  roach, 
1  lb;  72oz.  ;  .several  over  1  lb.  Mr.  W.  Stokes,  jack; 
Mr.  T.  Stone,  mixed  bag. — H.  C.  M. 
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Piscatorial  Society. 
~  At  Monday's  meeting  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  took 
the  chair.  Mr.  Coggeshall  gave  an  exhaustive 
account  of  the  trout  fishing  at  Wildbad,  mentioning 
that  during  the  past  season  he  went  out  on  thirty- 
eight  occasions,  four  hours  at  a  time,  and  took  347 
sizeable  fish,  the  heaviest  scahng  3ilb.  The  society's 
preserved  fish  have  been  returned  from  the  Naval 
and  Fisheries  Exhibition  and  re-hung  in  the  Salon. 
Tlip  hon.  curator  was  thanked  for  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  the  specimens  liave  been  rearranged 
on  the  walls,  and  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  the 
ra-:itter.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  reported  kiUing  a  leash 
of  grayling  on  the  Itchen,  and  at  Newbury  Messrs. 
W.  M."  CoUes,  H.  A.  Rolt,  Frank  Ward,  and  A.  H. 
Dunn  had  grayling,  though  they  ran  very  small. 
Mr.  R.  Bradford  went  north  to  fish  the  Tweed 
for  salmon,  but  the  river  rose  quickly  and  was  of 
such  a  height  that  angling  was  out  of  the  question. 
He  therefore  returned  south,  but  hopes  to  make 
another  trip  before  the  season  closes  at  the  end  of 
the  month.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  could  not  find  the 
roach  at  Uxbridge,  and  creeled  only  a  few,  with  a 
small  jack.  The  fishing  here  continues  poor  and 
scrappy. — Hon.  Sec. 

Llandudno  Sea  Angling  Association. 
The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  above  was  held 
recently,  presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  O.  Thomas, 
chairman  of  the  local  urban  district  council. 
From  the  report  of  the  secretary  it  appears  that 
the  membership  roll  amounts  to  forty-one,  with 
thirteen  vice-presidents  in  addition.  Prizes  were 
offered  for  specimen  fish  caught  during  the  year, 
but  no  catch  came  up  to  our  standard.  The  club 
challenge  cup  and  gold  medal  were  won  by  Mr. 
Peacock  with  an  average  number  of  points  of 
twenty-sevsn.  Several  competitions  were  held 
dtxring  the  season,  but  last  year  was  not  one  of  the 
best  for  sea-fishing.  Mr.  T.  B.  Farrington,  C.E., 
a  vice-president,  has  offered  to  prepare  a  chart  of 
the  fishing  ground  off  the  Great  Orraes  Head, 
showing  the  spots  where,  and  what  kind,  fish  have 
been  caught,  and  under  what  tidal  and  climatic  con- 
ditions. This  chart  is  expected  to  prove  very  useful 
to  visiting  anglers. 


LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


Annual  Meeting. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders 
of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Association  (Ltd.)  was 
held  at  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on  Oct.  30. 
Mr.  Geo.  Henderson,  chairman,  presided  over  a 
larger  attendance  than  usual.  The  report  and 
balance-sheet  which  appeared  in  these  columns  last 
week  were  adopted,  and  as  recommended  by  the 
directors,  no  dividend  was  declared,  the  credit 
balance  of  £136  16s.  Id.  being  carried  forward.  Sir 
Basil  Montgomery,  Bart.,  the  proprietor  of  the  loch, 
expressed  his  disappointment  that  the  directors 
had  not  seen  their  way  to  carry  out  the  resolution 
at  last  meeting  of  the  shareholders  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  leases  of  the  fishing  rights  in  the  various 
streams  flowing  into  the  loch.  He  understood  they 
had  the  promise  of  getting  leases,  but  the  directors 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  it  would  be  too  expensive 
to  carry  into  effect.  He  would  like  to  know  how 
it  was  too  difficult  and  expensive.  He  was  told 
that  the  difficulty  was  they  could  not  warn  an 
angler  off  the  streams  without  taking  out  an  inter- 
dict against  him,  and  that  was  an  expensive  business. 
Ho  was  perfectly  certain  if  the  directors  were  to 
get  possession  of  the  streams  they  would  be  alile 
to  prevent  people  fishing  in  them.  The  thousands 
of  small  fish  that  were  taken  in  the.se  streams 
annually  was  a  considerable  drain  upon  the  loch. 
They  ought,  he  said,  to  do  more  than  they  had 
done  in  the  way  of  stocking  the  loch,  and  improving 
the  fishing.  It  was  true  that  the  fishing  was  a 
little  better  this  year  than  last.  Since  1900,  when 
23,000  trout  were  captured,  the  fishing  had  been 
going  down,  and  it  would  strike  any  impartial 
per.son,  in  view  of  the  falling  off  which  had  taken 
place,  that  the  directors  should  do  something  to 
improve  the  fishing.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
policy  of  the  company  was  to  leave  everything  over. 
Ho  was  aware  that  the  company  existed  in  tlie 
interest  of  sport,  and  not  as  a  dividend-earning 
concern,  and  he  contended  that  they  were  not 
doing  enough,  and  ought  to  do  more.  Mr.  Haig, 
of  Blairhill,  said  the  falling  off  in  the  fishing  had 
been  due  to  the  American  weed  and  the  increase  of 
pike.  The  latter  had  been  considerably  reduced 
by  the  introduction  of  drift-nets,  and  he  believed 
the  fi.shing  would  soon  be  back  to  its  old  standard, 
ft  would  be  a  most  expensive  business  to  interdict 
persons  fishing  on  the  streams.  The  following 
directors  were  elected  :  Mr.  H.  J.  Montgomery  and 
.Mr.  J,  Paton  (re-elected)  ;  Mr.  W.  Cleghorn, 
Dundee  ;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Stirling  ;  and  Mr.  J.  M. 
Wright,  Tillyrie,  R.  B.  Laing. 


^ofes  from  t^c  ^or(^. 

One  or  two  fish  were  got  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and 
Deveron  during  the  last  two  days  of  the  season,  but 
as  a  rule  anglers  everywhere  were  flooded  off.  Hill 
Laing  had  one  on  the  Pitmedden  Don  water  on  the 
last  day,  and  some  others  were  fortunate  enougli  to 
get  one  or  two  on  the  Kintore  Burgh  waters. 

On  the  Ardo  Dee  water  the  lessee  had  one  of  31  lb. 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  28,  and  another  of  similar  ealil)r(> 
on  Oct.  30.  These  were  about  the  only  two  fish 
got  on  lower  Deeside,  except  two  by  M.  Riviere  on 
the  Park  waters. 

Mr.  James  Penny,  of  Park,  died  last  week  at  the 
early  age  of  forty-three.  His  death  will  not  alter 
the  estate  affairs,  as  his  mother  has  a  life  interest 
in  the  property,  and  matters  will  go  on  as  usual. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal 
visited  Speyside  last  week.  They  had  a  conference 
with  the  distillers  at  Craigellachie,  and  then  spent 
the  following  three  days  in  visiting  likely  places  for 
carrying  out  experiments.  The  Commission  is  com- 
posed of  Sir  Wai.  Ramsay,  K.C.B.  (chairman),  Sir 
Michael  Foster,  M.P.,  Colonel  W.  T.  Harding,  J. P., 
Dr.  McGowan,  and  Dr.  Colin  Frye,  along  with  Mr. 
J.  F.  Wills  as  secretary. 

Mr.  Calderwood,  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  in 
Scotland,  held  a  public  inquiry  at  Inverness  last 
week  for  the  purpose  of  taking  evidence  for  and 
against  varying  the  annual  close  time  for  angling 
on  the  Ness. 


They  want  the  rod  fishing  to  begin  with  the  Tay 
district  on  Jan.  15,  instead  of  Feb.  11,  and  close  on 
Oct.  15,  instead  of  Oct.  31  as  at  present. 

All  interested  petitioned  in  favour  of  the  change 
but  Mrs.  EUice's  trustees,  who  are  proprietors  of  the 
upper  district,  and  they  are  the  only  objectors. 

Mr.  Calderwood  will  report  his  evidence  an?l 
details  of  inquiry  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  who  can 
authorise  the  alteration  of  the  dates  or  otherwise  as 
he  thinks  flt. 

After  a  series  of  rainstorms  lasting  over  ten  or 
eleven  days,  the  rivers  and  streams  have  been  all 
over  their  banks.  They  are  now  subsiding,  and  will 
be  in  splendid  order  for  fish  getting  on  to  the  redds 
in  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  Harry  Duncan,  Glasgow,  was  lately  revisiting 
the  Cabrach,  and  tells  me  the  trout  up  there  are 
now  likely  to  improve  both  in  quantity  and  quality 
imder  the  new  restrictions  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon. 


There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  any  respectable 
angler  getting  permission  by  writing  to  Lord 
Berkeley  Paget,  the  lessee,  but  no  season's  per- 
missions will  be  granted  to  anyone  nor  leave  to 
hotel  visitors.  Special  Scotch. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


No.  4  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker's  reasons  for  bejoming 
a  sea  angler — at  last  week's  disjussion,  "Silt 
Fresh  " — was  that  "sea  fish  were  fit  for  table  use  " 
When  he  makes  statements,  thnre  is  little  room 
left  for  argument.  Tho  veiy  prescient  executive 
committee  of  the  society  completed  a  program  ne 
for  the  season's  meeting  some  months  ago.  They 
had  not  heard  Mr.  Parker's  reasons  then,  but  they 
prevailed  upon  one  of  their  members,  Mr.  Ivan 
J.  H.  Boytoii,  to  secure  the  assistance  of  Mrs. 
Boyton  to  demonstrate  what  fish  cookery  should  be. 
With  a  sympathetic  fellow  committeeman,  Mr. 
Wallace  C.  Nickels,  in  the  chair,  it  was  very 
ably  demonstrated.  The  society's  good  room 
in  Fetter  -  lane  has  ordinarily  a  quiet,  luppy, 
and  almojt  a  learned  lojk  oa  Wedi.esday 
eve..ings,  and  8ubjei;ts  of  sporting  and  scieniifij 
interest  aie  keenly  and  seriously  discussed,  but  on 
Wednesday  last  the  walls  still  retained  iheii' 
c  ises  of  specimens.  The  rows  of  glass  jars,  with 
formalin,  still  contaiued  weird  fish  objects.  But 
one  corner  of  the  rot.m  revealed  a  very  up-t^  date 
"  Battcriede  Cuisine."  And  the  cooks  were  not 
wanting — lady  cooks,  for  Mrs.  Boyton,  with  her  very 
deft  assistant,  was  in  fulljcharge.  There  Wiis  certainly 
not  an  ancient — not  even  a  fishy  smell.  A  mar- 
vellously fine  taste  had  suppressed  all  that  savoured 
of  the  kitchen.  It  was  cooking  idoalisod.  Baking, 
boiling,  the  grill,  and  last  and  not  least,  the  latest 
form  of  steaming  were  in  full  swing.    Thanks  to  the 


enterprise  and  good  feeling  of  the  Gas  Light  and 
Coke  Company,  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  "Ci\t 
Cooker  "  and  their  last  patent  "  Davis  "  gas  gi  ill 
had  been  fitted  up  by  them,  for  Ijve  of  the 
society's  objects,  doubtless.  A  fringe  of  ludy 
supporters  of  Mrs.  B  )yton  had  constituted 
t  lennelves  a  guard  of  honour  to  Mrs.  Boyton. 
Behind  them,  a  den=e  b  )dy  of  black-coated  men 
filled  the  room — expectan'''.  And  they  were 
promptly  gratified.  Mr  Boyton  read  a  ligVitly- 
w  itten  paper,  whii^h  trickled  gently  through  the 
skilled  demonstration  by  tho  ladies.  You  could 
listen,  and  you  could  fee  tho  baked  gurnard,  tho 
steamed  cod — well  known  to  all,  but,  alas!  not  seen 
on  our  home  table  in  the  neat  perfection  he  e 
displayed. 

Strange  fish — spurdogand  weaver,  while  Mr.  B  )y- 
ton  recalled  boyish  recollection  of  his  early  cooking 
of  miller's  thumbs  and  goldfish.  The  cleaning  of  the 
fish  was  lightly  dwelt  upon,  but  happily  not  demon- 
s'rated,  but  the  cleaning  of  fresh-water  fish — pike 
and  perch,  to  wit — was  anathematised — heartily. 
Cooking  by  boiling  was  admitted  to  be  a  nosessity 
in  sornj  cases,  but  the  superior  efficacy  of  stea  n 
was  lovingly  dwelt  upon,  and  when  Mrs.  B  'yton 
took  out  a  lovely  piece  of  cod  and  covered  it 
with  sauce,  the  mere  man  had  nothing  1.  ft 
to  him  but  tj  admire  and  applaud.  It 
didn't  tumble  to  pieces,  and  cut  up  well. 
Condiments  and  sauces  were  not  neglected, 
a'.id  their  preparation  shown.  S  imeflshhai  t  )  be 
put  in  cold,  soma  in  boiling  water.  The  prep  (ra- 
tion of  salt  fi  h  for  the  pan  was  explained.  The 
frying,  described  as  really  bjiling  in  fat  (oil  much 
prdfeired),  was  shown.  Catfish,  John  Dory,  salmon 
with  Mayonnaise,  steamed  halibut  with  tomato 
Mayonnaise,  curried  prawns,  scallops  grilled  in  their 
own  shells  mide  up  the  menu.  And  then — why, 
the;i,  Mr.  Boyton's  paper  was  no  longer  listened 
to,  for  plates  and  dishej  were  haided  round  in 
profusion,  and  eveiyone  had  a  taste.  "Dragnet" 
complained  that  out  of  twenty-five  bits  he  hal 
only  tasted  twenty-four.  The  thing  was  cleverly 
managed  ;  the  brutality  of  eating  became  a  fine  art. 
This  bold  departure  from  custom,  less  skilfully 
managed,  might  have  displeased — it  didn't. 

S  ime  fears  were  expressed  at  the  experience  that 
weulJ  certainly  bs  taken  home,  and  the  stirring-up 
of  wives,  daughters,  and  co  iks  that  would  certamly 
result  was  contemplated  with  some  dismay.  M  ■. 
Kemp  revealed  soms  of  his  Cana  lian  dodges  in  the 
cojUing  of  fish.  Messrs.  Z  lehn-dorf,  Howar  I, 
("Dragnet"),  Bjtteloy,  Summers,  and  other,  added 
to  the  store  of  lore,  and  the  evening  was  gone. 

Very  enthusiastic  thanks  were  acc  irded  to  the 
committ  e  for  their  ingenuity,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boyton  and  their  lady  assistant  for  their  great  skill 
and  kindness,  and  to  the  chairman  fur  &o  sym- 
pathetically ruling  the  meeting. 

Business  was,  of  course,  somewhat  hurriedly  got 
through,  but  Mr.  Hu  sey's  letter  from  Walm^r, 
promising  fine  sp  irt  at  Deil  for  the  remainder  of 
the  month,  was  noted  with  satisfaction.  Reports 
from  stations  were  satisfactory  all  round. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  in  the  business  chair,  presented 
the  Sarjolle  Cup  and  medal  to  the  winner,  Mr.  James 
Botteley,  ut  Birmingham,  for  the  best  specimen 
fis  I  taken  during  the  year,  a  plaice  of  4Jlb.,  and  a 
John  Dory,  6^lb.,  after  a  very  close  coiiiest.  He 
was  congratulated. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  announced  that  tho 
committej  had  secured  a  room  at  the  Giiety 
Restaura  it  for  the  approaching  ladies'  night, 
.innounced  the  formation  of  a  new  ssa  angling  club 
at  Dod  a'hliated  to  the  parent  society,  and  drew 
atienuo.i  t  >  the  subject  next  Wedne-day,  when  Mr. 
Charles  Hussey  will  give  a  demonstration  of  the 
mode  of  preparing  lantern  slides  for  exhibition. 

All  members  kniwhin  as  a  master  of  the  arc, 
and  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  a  very  large  atte.ida.ice 
will  ensue.  H.  P. 


LARGE  SALMON. 

(From  the  Fisherman's  Magazine,  1864.) 


A  SALMON,  whicli  measured  4ft.  lin.  in  length, 
2ft.  2in.  in  girth,  and  weighed  44lb.,  was  captured 
last  week  in  the  River  Fochabers. — Belfast  Northern 
Whig. 

A  salmon  is  also  reported  by  a  correspondent  of 
the  Field  to  have  been  taken  on  tlie  Rash  Cush 
Fishery  on  the  Tay  which  weighed  ()31b.  The 
dimensions  were — extreme  length,  54in.  ;  girth, 
31in.  We  believe  the  largest  salmon  ever  known 
to  be  killed  in  this  country  with  a  rod  was  one  taken 
by  Lord  Home  in  the  Tweed,  and  which  weighed 
7011).  witliin  a  few  ounces.  Sir  H.  Davj'  took  one 
in  the  same  river  above  Yare  Bridge  which  weighed 
421b.  One  was  taken  in  Scotland  by  Mr.  Lascelles, 
of  tho  weight  of  54ilb.  ;  and  in  Sweden,  a  fish  of 
(JOlb.  was  killed  by  the  late  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  one 
of  the  best  salmon  fishers  who  e\"er  threw  fly. 
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The  rainbow  issues  from  her  cloudy  shrine. 
And  arching  down  to  kisn,  with  kisses  sweet, 
The  little  world  that  hrighlens  at  her  feet. 
Runs  liquid  through  her  many  hues  divine. 

— RoBKBT  Buchanan. 


Fob  more  than  a  month  past,  the  in  lefatigablo 
hon.  see.  of  the  Heme  Bay  Saa  Anyling  Society  has 
given  "bold  advertise  nent  "  in  tlii^  paper  to  the 
effect  that  the  Heme  Bay  Angling  Festival  would 
take  place  on  Nov.  18,  1.),  and  20.  Tue  fishing  i-4 
from  the  pier  and  boat-,  for  a  number  of  splendid 
prizes,  including  the  gold  medal  of  the  Heme  Bay 
Angling  Association,  gold  modal  of  the  National 
Sea  Anglers'  Federation,  and  silver  and  bronze 
medals  Do  not  forget  that  entries  close  on  Tue  iday 
next,  Nov.  14,  and  entry  forms  and  full  particulars 
may' be  obtained  fnm  the  hon.  ^ec,  Mr.  Joseph 
Gripper,  Granville  Hou.se,  Heme  Bay.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  weather  will  admit  of  this  papular 
festival  being  more  successful  than  the  Hastings 
and  Folkestone. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
newly-formed  club — the  Anglo-French  Tiacitorial 
Soc  iety — held  at  their  headquarters,  the  Cercle 
Franvais,  5,  Lisle-street,  W.,  the  Inaugural  Dinner 
was  arranged  to  take  place  on  Sunday,  Nov.  2C, 
after  the  competition.  Prizes  will  be  awarded  to 
the  successful  competitors  (gold  meJal.s)  a  ter  the 
bant|uet,  whicti  will  be  served  at  headquarters  at 
8  p.m.  I  may  state  that  there  are  some  •'  special  " 
prizes  for  ladies  in  the  ooropetiti  m.  Vive  I'entente 
cordiale  !  This  club,  under  the  irgis  of  a  strong 
and  influential  committee  and  ofticeis,  are  destined 
to  become  "a  power  in  the  land."  By  the  way, 
Mrs.  Abrahams  and  her  son.  Alfred,  of  Mirror  fame 
{two  members  of  the  A.-F.  P.  S.),  have  recently 
taken  some  good  whiting  and  daba  fiom  Burnham- 
on-Crouch. 


We'll  count  by  joys  our  days  on  earth. 
By  flowers  of  spring  and  summer  maads, 

By  winteis  rich  in  Chiistmas  mirth. 
And  autumns  streA-ing  golden  seeds. 

The  suns  which  dim  in  tears  arose 
We  need  not  chronicle,  I  trow ; 

The  memory  of  departed  woes 
We  cannot,  if  we  would,  forego. 


Although  a  full  account  of  Wednesday  evening's 
"Fi^hC xikint?  Demonstration"  at  the  saZk  de  poisson 
of  the  B.S  A.S.  appear-;  elsewhere,  I  feel  constrained 
to  give  a  word  of  praise  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyton 
for  the  "  treat  "  they  gave  us.  I  will  not  ask  where 
or  how  they  obtained  the  g'eat  variety  of  fish — 
fresh  fish — but  I  mu  t  say,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  the  dishes  "  all  hot  and  well  done" 
whiuh,  without  fear,  favour,  fuss,  or  fluster,  were 
handed  round  to  a  critical  audience  were  some- 
thing to  be  remembered. 

*  *        ■    *  *  * 

I  expected  to  find  a  very  pungent  smell  as  of  the 
"  fried  fish  shop,"  but  no  ;  nothing  but  a  tantalising 
odour  of  the  delicacies  in  course  of  preparation.  A 
bad  workman  complains  of  his  tools;  Mrs.  Boyton 
had  no  reason  to  complain  of  her  stoves,  for  In- 
spector F.  W.  Ranger  and  Assistant  Chief  Inspector 
F.  .J.  Hood,  of  the  London  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company  had,  as  if  by  magic,  installed  one  of  their 
very  latest  "  Gas  Cookers  "  and  a  patent  "  Davis  " 
grill.  There  should  be  a  very  great  demand  for 
these  lovely  gas  stoves,  especially  as  Christmas  is 
close  upon  us. 

***** 
A  hearty  and  deserved  vote  ot  thanks  was 
accorded  to  (he  generous  donors.  They  well  know 
that  "  Dragnet "  has  for  many  years  enjoyed  his 
fish,  flesh,  feather,  and  bone  cooked  by  these 
famous  stoves.  The  ladies,  amongst  whom  I 
noticed  Mrs.  Oakeshott  (no  mean  judge  of  cooking) 
and  Mi-^a  Za^hnsdorf,  were  loud  in  their  praise  of 
Mrs.  Uoytoii's  .^kill,  and  my  friend,  A.  F.  Philins, 
said  he  verily  believed  that  had  the  supply  of  fi-ih 
run  ^hort,  Mrs.  lioyton  would  have  utilised  some 
of  the  already  i-tufTed  fish  which  adorned  the  walls. 
To  Ml  .  and  Mrs.  Boyton,  thanks  !  Come  again,  as 
soon  as  po.'^Kible,  and  give  us  another  glorious  fish 
supper. 


I  A.M  very  pleased  to  hear  th  it  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis,  the  famous  Nottingham  ungler  and  caster, 
has  just  become  a  full-blown  J.['.  I  shall  be  in 
Nottingham  shortly,  and  hope  to  find  him  at  his 
'•  dcH!<.  '  Ic  not,  1  shall  try  and  make  myself 
••oligi  /le  "  lor  an  audio. ice  bojyre  the  Bench. 


Thames — General  Remarks. 
Just  as  we  are  going  to  press,  Mr.  Amphlett 
sends  the  following: — "The  river  has  been  really 
too  much  coloured  by  the  rain  for  successful  fishing, 
but  anglers  aie  glad  that  the  spell  of  clear  water 
has  been  broken  at  last.  W.  McBride,  at  TeHdington, 
has  had  two  heavy  takes  of  bream,  and  J.  Hermings, 
otf  the  Sailing  Club  at  Surbiton,  has  had  plenty  of 
giod  r  lach.  Wtien  the  he  ivy  water  first  came 
down  there  was  a  good  fast  stieim,  but  the  up-river 
lock-keepers  soon  shut  down  the  weirs,  and  the 
stretches  below  became  like  a  murky  pond,  the 
water  scarcely  moving — so  there  has  been  no  real 
flushing  of  the  rivor.  Some  bank  anglers  have  been 
doing  very  well  in  the  tidal  waters.  In  respect  of 
the  pollution  of  the  River  Wey  with  sewage  from 
Bordon  Camp,  in  Hampshire,  proceedings  are  to  be 
taken  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  against  the  Army 
Council." 


Another  pleasant  evening  is  in  store  for  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscat  >rial3.  On  Tuesd.iy  evening  next,  Nov.  11, 
Mr.  Albert  E.  Jackson  (of  the  Anjhrs'  News)  will 
give  a  lantern  lecture,  e  ititlod, Tne  Salvation  of 
Our  Fishing  Rivers."  There  is  8U  e  to  be  a  full 
attendance.    Come  early. 


NOVEMUEK. 

The  eleventh  month  of  our  year  still  retains  the 
name  the  Romans  gave  it  when  it  was  the  ninth, 
from  the  Latin  word  novem,  nine.  Our  Saxon  foro- 
fathors  called  it  Wirui-Monat,  or  wind-month,  from 
its  stormy  character,  and  afterwards  Blot-Monath, 
or  blood-month,  because  so  many  cows,  sheep,  and 
pigs  were  killed  to  be  salted  for  winter  use.  Tho 
1st  day  of  this  month  has  been  observed  as  tho 
feast  of  All  Saints  over  since  tlie  Chri.stians  took 
possession  of  the  Roman  Pantheon  in  007  and 
dedicated  it  to  tho  Virgin  and  all  the  Saints  instead 
of  to  all  the  heathen  gods.  The  1 1  th  is  called 
St.  Martin's  day,  in  mamory  of  a  Very  eminent 
Christian  bishop  of  Tours,  and  was  first  appointed 
as  a  holiday  in  a.d.  650.  The  30th  is  the  day  of 
<S<.  Andrew,  disciple  of  our  Lord,  whose  exertions  in 
spreading  the  Gospel  in  Scythia  caused  him  to  be 
scourged  and  crucified  by  the  Roman  governor. 
When  the  Emporor  Constantine  became  a  Christian 
he  had  his  body  embalmed  and  buried  magnificently. 
His  bpnes  are  said  to  have  been  removed  to  Scotland 
in  the  fourth  century,  when  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew  was  built  over  them.  Our  Church's  j-ear 
is  regulated  by  the  festival  of  St.  Andrew,  Advent 
Sunday  being  always  the  Sunday  nearest  that  day. 
Very  few  insects  or  animals  can  be  seen  abroad  in 
November,  being  either  dead  or  housed  in  their 
winter  abodes.  Cattle  and  sheep  are  also  generally 
housed  or  folded.  Fish  are  busy  seeking  shallow 
pools  for  spawning.  The  stock-dove,  our  latest 
winter  visitor,  makes  its  appearance  from  the  north, 
and  feeds  on  the  beech -mast  in  our  woods,  where 
the  brilliant  autumn  leaves  are  just  ceasing  to  fall. 
Fungi  still  adorn  their  roots,  and  a  few  blossoms 
linger  in  sheltered  places,  while  the  farmer  hastens 
to  finish  the  necessary  plougliing,  sowing,  and 
draining,  ere  he  lays  aside  his  impleitients  till  the 
return  of  spring.  The  eave-swallow  may  be  seen 
as  late  as  Nov.  16,  and  is  commonly  called  the  house- 
martin — martlet  by  Shakespeare — in  memory  of  St. 
Martin,  whose  festival  is  on  Nov.  11. 


Just  as  we  are  going  to  press,  I  hear  that  the 
Blenheim  Ang'ing  Society  secured  and  put  into  its 
waters  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  8,  a  large  consignment 
of  go  d  s'.ock  fish.    Further  particulars  later. 


On  Wednesday,  Nov.  15,  at  4,  Fetter-lane,  the 
headquarters  of  the  B.S  A  S.,  Mr.  Chas.  Hussey  will 
demons'rato  The  Uses  of  the  Camera."  and  "  The 
Meth'1,1  of  Making  Lantern  Slides."  This  is  in  lieu 
of  Dr.  Ladell's  paper,  which  he  is,  unfortunately, 
too  unwell  to  read. 

***** 

Thj  Djal  and  District  Angling  Association  pro- 
pose to  havj  a  Bohemian  concert  at  the  Masonic 
Hall,  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  2.5.  All  members  of 
ihe  B.S..4  S.  who  happen  t)  be  then  in  Deal  are 
cordially  invited.  The  Anglers'  Hall  at  Deal  has 
been  very  kin  lly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  members 
of  the  B.S. A.S.  duiing  the  competition. 

***** 

On  Wedne:day,  Dec.  6,  there  will  be  a  ladies' 
night.  The  committee  have  secured  the  (Je oriiian 
Hail  at  the  New  Gaiety  Restaurant,  Strand,  W.C., 
for  this  annual  reunion,  and  the  following 
p  ipular  artistes  have  promised  their  services:  — 
Miss  Ethelmoy  Barwell  Holbrook,  Messrs.  Ernest 
Leeds,  Thorpe  Bates,  Fred  Chester,  Tom  G.  Clare, 
K.  J.  Wood,  John  Edgar  and  Hobt.  Stanley  (who 
will  give  us  so;ne  of  his  humorous  "  AnecdoLctj  "). 


On  Monday  evening,  Nov.  27,  at  9  p.m.,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  (of  the  Central  Association)  has  consented  to 
deliver  one  of  his  very  entertaining  lantern  lectures 
on  "Sea  Angling  at  Various  Places."  Mr  G.  H. 
Shepherd  has  promised  to  be  present  and  distribute 
the  pri/,es  won  on  Nov.  5  by  the  members  of  the 
Briny  Angling  Society  at  Maldon.  Soort  was  rather 
slow,  but  the  winners  were  Messrs.  Westwood,  Still- 
well,  Chandler,  Cross,  and  Gibb3.  Faends  are 
invited.  The  place  ot  meeting  is  "The  Biiny 
Anglers,"  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars- 
road,  S.E. 


A  Yorkshire  friend  sends  me  the  following 
cutting  from  a  Yorkshire  contemporary:  "The 
grayling  float  in  general  use  is  of  painted  cork,  and 
of  the  size  and  shape  of  a  marble.  Personally,  I 
prefer  a  length  of  solid  cork  cut  from  a  beer  bottle, 
and  described  in  these  columns  some  weeks  ago. 
The  line  on  the  former  is  kept  in  its  place  by 
means  of  a  small  wooden  peg — part  of  a  match 
stalk  will  do,  whilst  two  small  brown  rubber  rings 
prevent  the  cylindrical  piece  ot  cork  frim  slipping 
up  or  down  the  gut  cast.  A  singlo  medium-sized 
shot,  placed  eight  to  twelve  inches  from  the  hook, 
completes  the  outfit."  [All  right;  chacun  d  son 
float.  I  prefer  the  fly — that  is,  after  the  cork  has 
flown.] 


The  fishing  schooner  Albert  D.  Willard,  says  tho 
American  Fishing  Gazette,  which  came  into  Portland 
recently  with  a  trip  of  mixed  fish,  also  exhibited 
something  in  the  way  of  a  freak  fish  which  the  man 
cauglit  on  their  trip  something  like  100  miles  from 
there.  The  fish  is  about  24in.  in  length  and  is 
quite  thick.  On  one  side  it  resembled  a  skate  and 
on  the  other  was  a  good  deal  like- a  turtle.  None 
of  the  men  on  the  schooner  had  ever  seen  anything 
lik(^  it,  and  are  at  a  loss  to  know  just  what  kind  of 
a  fiah  it  is.    [W'hy  did  they  not  aak  Mrs.  Boyton  '!] 


PoLLYwoG  Philosophy. 
The  tadpoles  all  sat  in  the  river,  and  said  : 
"How  lucky  we  are  to  be  all  tail  and  head! 
Just  think  how  we'd  feel  if  we  were  as  absurd 
As  a  g  >ggle-eyed  fish  or  a  featheiy  bird. 

Oh,  worse  still ! "  they  cried, 

"We  would  wish  we  had  die:l. 
If,  instead  of  our  being  such  nice  poUywogs, 
Mother  Nature  had  made  us  all  into  green  frogs !  " 
The  dignified  frogs  sat  on  green  lily  pads, 
And  said:  "How  absurd  to  say  we  sprang  from  tads! 
From  the  little  black  tadpoles,  all  tail  and  all  head  ! 
Wliy,  if  it  were  true  we  woull  wish  we  were  dead  ! 

But  it  cannot  be  so  ! 

For  how  could  we  grow 
So  beautiful  if  we  had  been  polly wogs  ? 
No  !  No  !    We  have  always  been  dignified  frogs !  " 

— American  Fishing  Gazette. 


"The  Mick"  says  that  every  time  he  goes  for 
a  walk  he  always  takes  a  tramcar — 'tis  easier. 


This  is  from  the  Albany  Journal: — An  Albany 
woman  the  other  day  took  her  small  grandson  to 
service.  As  they  approached  the  poor-box  the 
grandmother  handed  Ihe  boy  a  dime  with  directions 
to  drop  it  in  the  slot.  "  What  for  ?  "  asked  the 
inquisitive  child.  "Put  it  in,"  reiterated  the 
woman  ;  "  it  will  buy  a  loaf  of  biead."  After  stop- 
ping a  moment  for  a  silent  prayer,  she  said :  "  Come 
on,  George."  "No,  grandma,"  promptly  replied 
the  boy ;  "  we  must  wait  for  our  bread." 


"  I  suppose,"  said  the  fair  customer,  "  you 
guarantee  these  corsets."  "Certainly,  madam," 
replied  tha  absent-minded  clerk,  who  had  formerly 
travelled  for  a  boiler  foundry.  "  We  warrant  them 
to  stand  a  pressure  of  700  pounds." 


The  Hyde  Park  Orator :  "  Yes,  Brethren  I  I  hope 
to  go  to  Heaven."  (Voice  from  the  crowd) — "  Yus, 
governor  !  but  you've  got  to  get  there  fu?t'!  " 


The  newly-formed  and  pro^res  ive  Henley-on- 
Tharaes  Angling  Society  had  a  roving  match 
recently  when  twenty-one  members  competed.  The 
weather  was  very  rough  and  the  water  out  of  oon- 
ditibn.  The  prizes  were  taken  bv  Messrs.  Hamblin, 
H.  Pither,  H.  Midwinter,  and  T.  Neal.  All  the  fish 
captured  were  roach.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the 
ilub  is  going  strong  (close  on  fifty  members). 
The  rules  are  capitally  drawn  out;  and  the  silver 
and  bronze  medals  for  special  prizes  are  eagerly 
sought  for.  When  I  say  that  Mr.  Stanley  Mead, 
of  Duke  street,  Henley-on-Thames,  is  the  hon. 
secretary,  supported  by  an  influential  committee 
and  officers,  the  club  has  a  bright  future  before 
it,  and  one  who  wishes  it  every  8ucce38  is 

.  Draonet,  ' 
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FISH  AND  FISHING  IN  TASMANIA. 


Extracts  from  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Northern  Tasmanian  Fisheries^  Association, 
Season  1904r-5.  ^ 

Introductory. 

An  Act  of  Parliament,  entitled,  "  The  Fisheries 
Act  of  1889,"  dealing  with  the  Fisheries  of  Tasmania, 
pro\-ides  for  the  appointment,  by  the  Governor-in- 
Coimcil,  of  a  body  not  exceeding  twenty-five  persons, 
to  be  called  the  "  Commissioners  of  Fisheries,"  in 
whom  is  vested  the  general  superintendence, 
management,  and  protection  of  the  entire  Fisheries 
of  Tasmania,  with  power  to  make  regulations.  This 
body  sits  in  Hobart,  the  capital  of  the  State.  This 
Association,  with  headquarters  at  Launceston,  repre- 
sents the  interests  of  the  Northern  province,  having 
for  its  objects  the  stocking  of  riv'ers  and  lakes,  the 
preservation  of  fish,  and  the  furthering  of  piscatorial 
interests  generally,  in  harmony,  and  as  an  assistant 
body,  to  the  Fisheries'  Commissioners 

District  Branches. — The  past  year  has  been  a  suc- 
cessful one  from  an  organising  point  of  view,  no  less 
than  three  new  branches  being  formed  to  protect  and 
improve  the  fisheries  in  their  respective  districts. 

Cormorants. — During  the  year  the  reward  of  one 
shilling  per  head  for  cormorants  has  been  con- 
tinued, resulting  in  the  destruction  of  278  birds.  The 
reward  is  payable  through  the  police  in  any  district, 
and  it  is  hoped  every  effort  will  be  made  to  keep  the 
birds  off  the  streams.  How  essential  this  is  is 
proved  by  a  bird  shot  thi?  season  which  contained 
no  less  than  seventeen  small  fish.* 

Licences. — For  six  years  since  the  Association's 
formation  the  licence  fees  have  showTi  a  marked 
increase  annuallj',  and  have  now  about  reached 
high-water  mark,  the  past  season  showing  the  satis- 
factory i-;sue  in  the  North  of  1178  licences  for 
£463  2s.  6d.,  or  10s.  more  than  the  previous  year. 
It  is  gratifying  to  notice  many  licences  were  issued 
to  visiting  sportsmen.  Licences  are  issued  at  all 
principal  centres  in  the  North,  and  may  also  be 
obtained  through  the  police  in  any  district.  The 
licence  fee  for  the  whole  season  is  10s.  ;  monthly,  5s.  ; 
weekly,  2s.  6d.  Season  licences  are  also  issued  to 
ladies  and  boys  (until  seventeen  years  of  age),  for  5s. 
The  licence  fees  are  re-spent  by  the  Commissioners  in 
the  anglers'  interests  in  the  work  of  protection, 
restocking,  and  the  introduction  of  new  fish  ;  so  the 
licence  fee  is  really  a  subscription  to  the  up'keep  of 
the  pastime  which  the  angler  enjoys. 

No  Result  from  Salmon  Culture. 

Pacific  Salmon. — In  1902  and  190.3  Pacific  salmon 
of  both  the  Sockeye  and  Quinnat  varieties  were  libe- 
rated in  the  State's  streams,  but  so  far  there  is  no 
evidence  of  a  fish  having  returned  from  the  sea,  nor 
has  any  definite  result  been  obtained  in  New  Zealand, 
where  the  experiment  is  being  conducted  on  a  much 
larger  scale. 

Chwlleiyh  Lakes  Tourists'  Hut. — This  hut  is  in 
good  order,  and  Water-Bailiff  J.  R.  Parsons  reports 
that,  including  the  local  residents,  the  hut  was 
occupied  by  some  200  visitors  to  the  lakes  and  the 
splendid  surrounding  scenery  during  the  past 
summer  ;  also  that  trout  are  making  good  headway 
in  the  lakes. 

The  Waverley  Ponds. — These  ponds  are  in  good 
order,  and  during  the  .season  three  races  have  been 
added  for  rearing  yearlings  at  a  cost  of  £37  lOs., 
which  was  provided  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Fisheries.  The  races  have  answered  excellently, 
and  in  the  autumn  2000  yearlings  were  liberated. 
In  the  approaching  spring  it  is  expected  to  obtain  a 
quantity  of  eggs  from  the  rainbow  trout  kept  for 
breeding  purposes,  and  this  year  some  Loch  Levens 
and  fontinalis  have  al.so  been  retained.  Tiianks  to 
the  generosity  of  Mr.  Robert  Hogarth  in  granting 
the  use  of  additional  land,  it  is  hoped  to  add  some 
more  races  this  season  to  give  a  larger  output  of 
yearlings.  The  As.sociation  is  much  indebted  to 
Mr.  Hogarth  for  the  invaluable  aid  rendered  to  fish 
culture  Tiie  fish  and  ponds  have  received  every 
attention  at  the  hands  of  Caretaker  Bradshaw. 

Stocking  Lakes  and  Slreamfi.—The  Commissioners 
made  every  endeavour  last  winter,  but  were  only 
moderately  succnssful  in  obtaining  a  supply  of  ova, 
with  the  result  that  70.000  fry  were  liberated  in  the 
various  Northern  stnsams  last  spring.  The  NortJi- 
W'est  Coast  received  particular  attention,  and, 
thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  Stirling,  manager 
of  the  Emu  Bay  Railway  Co.,  fry  were  successfully 
railed  to  the  W'aratah  district.  A  shipment  of  ova 
was  received  from  New  Zealand,  consisting  of 
rainbow,  Loch  Lev(;n,  and  fontinalis  varieties.  Some 
of  those  were  retained  to  be  reared  to  yearlings, 


*  It  is  a  pity  we  cannot  get  the  cormorants 
and  gulls  killed  down  in  the  same  way  in  the  Old 
Country. — Ed. 


and  the  remainder  turned  into  the  streams.  Tho 
total  fry  liberated  were  as  follow:  37,000  brown 
trout,  8200  Loch  Leven,  6500  rainbows,  and  18,500 
migratory  trout.  The  yearlings  numbered  212(5, 
consisting  of  981  rainbows,  178  Loch  Leven,  567 
fontinalis,  and  400  migratory!  These  were  turned 
into  tlie  different  rivers,  while  400  rainbows  and 
fontinalis  were  successfully  sent  to  Lake  Sorell  and 
184  rainbows  to  Lake  Leake.  The  native  fish  have 
not  been  overlooked,  636  blackfish  being  obtained 
from  the  Plenty  and  liberated  in  the  South  Esk  at 
Evandale,  Perth,  Longford,  and  Fingal,  while  108 
English  perch  were  obtained  from  Ross  and  turned 
into  the  North  Esk  below  the  St.  Leon&rds  dam. 
The  supply  of  fry  for  the  approaching  spring  pro- 
mises well,  as  some  600,000  eggs  are  now  on  the 
grills  at  the  Plenty  Hatchery,  and  a  shipment  of  ova 
is  also  expected  from  New  Zealand  of  rainbow.  Loch 
Leven,  and  fontinalis,  also  a  small  consignment  of 
Scotch  burn  trout,  a  new  variety  which  does  well  in 
the  South  of  New  Zealand.  Thanks  are  due  to  the 
officers  of  the  railway  department  for  the  free  car- 
riage and  care  of  fry  and  yearlings. 

Supply  of  Fish  and  Sport. — Tlie  past  season  was  a 
very  fair  one  for  good  catches  taken  as  a  wliole, 
although  6in.  of  rain  in  January  and  February 
seriously  interfered  with  fly-fishing.  Native  fresh- 
water herring  appeared  in  the  North  and  South  Esks 
in  an  encouraging  manner,  and  blackfish  show  signs 
of  steadily  increasing  numbers.  A  good  many  small 
rainbow  trout  were  taken  during  the  season  and 
returned,  being  mostly  in  waters  where  yearlings 
have  been  liberated.  Rainbows  are  reported  as 
having  been  seen  in  Lake  Leake,  and  also  in  Coo-ee 
and  Chasm  Creeks  in  the  WelHngton  district,  the 
result  of  recent  stocking.  The  creeks  are  closed  for 
two  years.  The  reports  from  the  various  branches 
show  that  some  good  catches  were  made,  the  Welling- 
ton district  being  responsible  for  two  rods  taking 
eighty-five  trout  to  the  day's  fishing.  The  largest 
river  trout  weighed  131b.,  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Reid 
in  the  North  Esk,  while  a  fish  scaling  161b.  was  found 
dead  on  the  banks  of  the  same  stream. 

The  Great  Lake  shows  an  excellent  return,  the 
number  of  fish  recorded  being  the  same  as  the  pre- 
vious season,  namely  609  ;  but  the  weight  is  rather 
better,  giving  a  total  of  60031b.,  compared  with 
54441b.  ;  the  average  weight  per  fish  being  101b. 
The  largest  fish  of  the  season  was  caught  by  Major 
C.  J.  L.  Smith,  of  Deloraine,  and  scaled  21  lb. 

The  Chudleigh  Lakes  are  fast  becoming  a  good 
sporting  ground,  as  fish  exceeding  51b.  were  taken  in 
several  of  the  lakes,  while  the  record  fish  of  7|lb. 
fell  to  Mr.  E.  H.  London,  of  the  Mersey  Branch. 

Woods'  Lake. — No  definite  records  are  obtainable, 
but  this  lake  had  numerous  visitors  and  yielded  a 
good  supply  of  fish,  running  up  to  51b.  weight. 

Lakes  Crescent  and  Sorell. — A  fish  of  81b.  is 
reported  to  have  been  speared,  and  the  mountain 
river  flowing  into  Sorell  is  said  to  contain  a  quantity 
of  small  trout,  but  as  far  as  rod  and  line  sport  goes, 
the  lakes  are  still  an  unknown  quantity.  Tliey  have 
been  unsuccessfully  fished  on  odd  days  by  passing 
anglers,  but  no  one  has  yet  given  the  locality  a 
thorough  test. 

Financial. — The  year's  balance-sheet  shows  the 
receipts  to  have  been  £218  18s.,  including  £178  5s.  5d. 
spent  in  the  North  by  the  Commissioners.  The 
expenditure  totalled  £209  14s.  8d.,  leaving  a  credit 
balance  of  £9  3s.  4d.  to  next  year's  account.  Thanks 
are  tendered  to  those  who  have  supported  the 
Association. 

Central  Committee. — The  meetings  through  the 
year  were  well  attended.  In  accordance  with  the 
rules  it  will  be  necessary  to  elect  six  members  in 
place  of  Mr.  A.  Weedon,  who  retires,  and  Messrs. 
R.  F.  Irvine,  J.  Joyce,  F.  E.  Ritchie,  W.  Notman, 
and  Dr.  G.  H.  Hogg,  who  retire  by  effluxion  of  time, 
but  are  eligible  for'  re-election.  The  rules  also 
provide  for  the  re-election  of  secretary,  treasurer, 
and  auditor. 

General. — It  is  desired  to  express  thanks  to  the 
many  landowners  who  have  conceded  to  anglers 
generally  the  valuable  privilege  of  fishing  on  their 
properties,  and  it  is  trusted  the  Association's  efforts 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  fisheries  have  been 
mutually  beneficial.  Thanks  are  also  returned  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Fisheries  for  the  valuable 
co-operation  extended  during  the  past  season.  The 
Commissioners  have  freely  invited  the  assistance 
of  the  As.sociation  in  the  cause  of  fish  culture,  and 
the  two  bodies  are  fully  in  accord  in  their  efforts  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  State  by  the  work  they 
have  in  hand. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Committee, 

Richard  F.  Irvine,  Chairman. 

Chas.  H.  Harrison,  Hon.  Secretary. 
Laimceston,  Tasmania,  June  30,  1905. 


"  It  was  accidental  death  evidently,  but  whether 
he  did  it  on  purpose  I  don't  know."  Thus  a  fore- 
man delivered  himself  at  an  inquest  at  Ashchurcb. 


Provineial  flngling  ^otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thwrsday  morrvingi 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT.  4 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Birmingham  A.S.  was  held  at  the  headquarters 
on  Nov.  2,  the, meeting  was  well  attended  ;  Mr,  T. 
Coles  presided.  The  first  business  taken  was  to 
receive  the  reports  from  the  visiting  committee  re 
the  application  of  clubs  to  join  the  association.;  in 
every  respect  the  reports  were  satisfactory,  and 
the  following  clubs  were  admitted,  namely  :  The 
Bell  Society,  Darwin-street;  the  Why  Not,. Osier- 
street  ;  the  Old  Gate,  Lichfiold-road,  Aston;  the 
Linwood,  Soho-road,  Handsworth  ;  a/nd  the'  Gvm 
Makers'  Arms,  Green-lanes,  Small  Heath.  The 
secretary  reported  that  the  strength  of  the  five 
clubs  amounted  to  over  285  members.  The  Jsalance- 
sheet  for  the  quarter  ending  Sept.  30  was  read  by 
the  secretary  ;  this  went  to  show  that  the  expendi- 
ture, including  the  contest  account,  amounted  to 
£129  17s.  Id.  After  paying  this  sum  out  there 
remained  to  the  credit  of  the  association  the  sum 
of  £52  7s.  10.  The  sheet,  together  with  the  auditors' 
report,  was  received  and  adopted.  I  have  heard 
that  the  association  are  about  to  make  Mr.  T.  Coles, 
the  president,  another  testimonial  for  services 
rendered.  The  pool  in  Moseley  Park  was  netted  a 
few  days  ago  to  see  what  fish  it  contained,  but  the 
result  was  very  poor,  as  there  were  only  about  seven 
small  pike  and  a  few  perch.  The  little  reservoir  at 
Whitacre  was  netted  last  week,  the  result  in  this 
instance  was  exceedingly  good,  as  over  5000  good 
fish  were  taken.  There  were  over  200  roach  about 
1  lb.  each.  The  whole  of  the  fish  taken  were  con- 
veyed to  one  of  the  pools  in  Sutton  Park.  On 
Nov.  3  one  of  the  pools  on  Lord  Windsor's  estate 
close  to  Barnt  Green  was  netted,  and  some  grand 
bream  and  other  coarse  fish  were  taken  and  safely 
turned  into  the  Handsworth  Park  Pool.  We  have 
had  some  very  heavy  rains, which  will  do  much  to  put 
the  fish  on  the  feed,  pike  in  particular.  A  few 
small  fish  have  been  taken,  but  much  better  sport 
is  in  store ;  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  good 
reports  are  to  hand  of  the  pike  being  on  the  feed, 
and  from  the  upper  reaches  in  the  Bridgnorth 
district  sport  should  now  be  good.  On  Nov.  5  we  had 
a  lot  of  rain,  and  previovis  to  this  since  my  notes 
were  sent  on  last  week,  the  weather  has  been  very 
unfavourable  for  fishing,  but  we  have  had  some 
nice  dry  weather  since,  and  sport  should,  as  a 
consequence,  improve. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  milder  and  more  settled  weather  has 
recently  favoured  angling  pursuits,  it  cannot  be 
said  tliat  the  sport  has  been  followed  with  any  great 
amount  of  success.  Roach,  for  instance,  have  been 
dead  off  their  feed,  and  it  has  only  been  the  most 
dainty  morsels  that  have  tempted  them  to  bite  at 
all.  I  hear  of  a  few  passable  baskets  being  taken 
from  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham,  but  these 
have  been  more  the  exception  than  the  rule.  Nor 
have  pike  compensated  for  the  inactivity  of  roach. 
The  trolling-rod  has  been  out  over  and  over  again 
without  moving  a  fish.  The  writer  has  tried  both 
natural  and  artificial  baits,  but  a  couple  of  days' 
work  only  yielded  a  brace  of  fish  weighing  2|lb. 
and  41b.  A  pike  of  91b.  was  taken  in  the  Ash  Holt 
swim,  near  Chapel  Hill.  Some  big  perch  are  occa- 
sionally met  with  on  the  Forty-foot.  Those  visiting 
the  lengths  below  Hacconby  and  Dunsby  Fens 
during  the  last  few  days  have  taken  some  good  fish 
with  the  worm.  One  weighed  21b.  loz. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Driffield  Canal  is  now  in  very  fair  order  for 
roach  fishing,  and  with  both  ma.ggots  and  pearl- 
barley  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  during  tho 
week,  and  at  Frodingham  Beck-end  some  decent 
perch  up  to  Jib.  each  have  been  secured  with  the 
maiden  dew.  A  nice  catch  of  dace  is  also  reported 
from  the  Brigham  stretch.  Pike  fishing  has  also 
been  productive  of  fair  sport  with  live-bait,  and 
fish  from  51b.  to  81b.  each  taken,  both  in  the  canal 
aiid  river  ;  sport  has  also  been  fairly  good  on  some 
of  the  tributaries  amongst  pike  and  roach,  the 
weather  being  very  favourable  since  Nov.  4.  The 
River  Hull  is  in  grand  condition  above  Hempholme, 
and  the  tidal  waters  this  week  are  getting  into 
good  trim  again.  Some  nice  catches  of  perch  are 
now  being  inade  at  Wilf holme,  Top-o'-low  Bay,  and 
Aike  Beck-end.  Leven  Lock  should  also  pay  for  a 
visit  if  the  present  (Nov.  8)  mild  weather  continues. 
Both  barley  and  paste  are  accounting  for  good 
roach  at  Pulfin  and  Arram  Beck-end,  and  at 
Pumping  Station  and  Hull  Bridge  a  few  good  fish 
up  to  1  lb.  oacli  have  been  secured  ;  whilst  at  Wawne 
and  Quintpn,  Mr.  J..  Cheeseman  has  had  a  few 
nice  roach,  and  dace  with  maggots,  these  waters 
being  in  very  fair  order  this  week ;   and  in  tho 
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THE  GEORGE  INN, 

WRAYSBURY,  BUCKS. 


Ten  minutes  from  L.  &  S.  W.  Station 
The  same  from  river.    Fisherman  and 
punt  provided.   Special  vreek-end  terms, 
Weekly  board  from  21s. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Gloucester  Fanciers'  26th  Annual  Show 
of  Poultry,  Pigeons,  &c. 

jfOVEMBER  IStta  and  letta,  1005. 

Intending  Exhibitors  at  this  Show  are  informed 
that  the  Midland  Railway  Compaoy  malte  every 
arrangement  tor  the  convenient  and  careful 
transit  of  exhibits  to  and  from  the  Sliow. 

Rates  for  the  Conveyance  of  the 
Exhibits,  which  will  in  no  case  exceed  those 
charged  by  any  other  route,  can  be  obtained  at 
the  various  stations  on  the  line. 

Return  Traffic— Arrangements  will  be 
made  for  the  returu  of  the  trattlc  at  the  close  of 
the  Show.  Exhibitors  wishing  to  avail  them- 
selves of  tht>se  facilities  should  consign  and 
direct  all  exhibits  "per  Midland  Railway,"  and 
be  careful  to  insert  the  route  on  the  return,  as 
well  as  the  outward  portion  of  the  address  label. 

The  Company's  Representative  will 
be  at  the  Show  to  answer  all  enciuiries 
with  regard  to  the  conveyance  of  tralti(-.  A-c. 

Any  information  required  by  Ex- 
hibitors as  to  arrangements  for  the  forward 
or  return  journey,  Ac,  may  be  had  on  application 
to  Mr.  J.  H.  Garton,  Midland  Railway,  Ulou- 
cester,  Mr.  W.  Newton,  District  Superinten- 
dent, Baldwin  Street.  Bristol,  or  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Derby. 

JOHN  MATHIESON,  General  Manager. 
Derby,  October,  1905. 


SPOONIJAITS 

Well  finished,  good  spinners,  strand  wire, 
not  gimp,  lasts  much  longer.  Will  give 
warning  before  parting ;  never  lost  a  fish 
from  this  cause.  Pike  will  follow  to  the 
side,  and  sometimes  jump  out  of  the 
water.  White  metal,  8d. ;  brass,  for 
clear  water,  1/-.  Cash  with  order. 
Post  free. 

J.  POOLEY,  Welford,  Rugby. 

.Ready  in  December.  Price  30a. 

THE 

For  1B08,  Containino 

Over  3,ooo  Pages  of  Condensed 
Commercial  Matter. 

Comprises 

London  and  Suburban  Maps, 

Divided  into  sections,  bound  in  atlas  form,  to 
oliviate  the  folding  necessitated  by  a  large  sheet 
man-   and  indicating  the   Roads,  Railways, 
Canals,  Churches,  Boundaries,  Altitudes,  etc. 

London  Street  Guide, 

Showing  the  position  of  each  of  the  Streets, 
Hoads  Lanes,  Avenues,  Squares,  Markets,  Piers, 
Mercantile  Buildings,  &c.,  with  Index  letters 
enabling  it  to  be  promptly  located  on  the  map. 

London  Commercial  Directory, 

An  AlDhabetlcal  Register  of  the  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Businesses,  Companies  and  Institutions  of 
Tondori    and  the  Wholesale  Businesses,  and 
Public  Institutions  of  the  Suburbs. 

London  Trade  Directory, 

4  ria.ssifled   Register   of   Businesses,  etc., 
arranKcd    under    more   than    1  300  Trade 
HeadlnKS  which  are  connected  by  exhaustive 
References  with  their  kindred  trades. 

List  of  Export  Merchants, 

Showing  the  description  of  Goods  shipped,  and 
the  Foreign  Markets  supplied,  thus  enabling 
manufacturers  to  select  the  names  of  bona  Jide 
exporters  known  to  deal  in  their  class  of  goods. 

List  of  Steamsliip  Lines, 

Arraneed  under  the  Ports  to  which  they  sail, 
with  the  approximate  Sailings  to  each  Port, 
thus  showing  at  a  glance  the  various  lin.s  to 
each  Home,  Foreign,  or  Colonial  Port. 

Suburban  Trade  Directory, 

A  combination  of  Local  Trade  Directories 
w.verinK  more  than  200  Suburban  Districts, 
and  suitable  for  circularising,  for  canvassing,  or 
for  ordinary  reference  piiriKjscs. 

Orders  should  be  Sknt  Dhikct  to 

me  London  Directory  Company,  Ltd., 

U  Abshurcli  Lan*,  London,  T.O. 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain, 
Ten  Oold  and  Prize  IMIedals  Awavded. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  81. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool. 

Specialists  In  FlIES  and  GUTm  SEA  TACKLE  of  every  description. 


ONE  OF  OUR  RECENT  TESTIMONIALS. 

"  After  breaking  a  Stout  Giqip  Trace  while  fishing  on  Bells  Pier,  Lowestoft,  I  put  up  the  only 
Cast  I  had— one  of  your  Tapered  2-yard  Worming  Casts— and  with  a  single  Hook  killed  the  record 
tlsh  of  the  season,  a  141b.  bass.  (Signed)    W.  C.  WOLLASTON." 


Sample  per  po<t 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  acd 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING, and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
Diploma  awarded,  FiBheriM' 
Bxhibltlon.  18fla. 
Gold  Medal,  Capetown,  1906. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Storea,  fto. 
Sd.p  6<Lt         1/6  «iB  BOX. 


3  citamDa.    PROTTT.  aa.  Bonk  Rt..  Iiondon.  W. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

jvili  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  m 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THB  LEADINQ 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe.' 
departments  are :  Shooting,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WBEKL  Y.    ILLUSTRA  TED. 
FORBION  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane  PornhHi,  London 


ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
Nbw  Vork.  U.S.A. 


15th  TEAR, 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  adveitlaa  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(Iffth  TEAIt), 
whioh  is  the  oldest,  the  most  Important, 
and  the  most  widely  olrsulated  of  the 
Frenoh  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director;  PH.  LINET. 

"  Le  Pecheur." 

Office :  10,  Rue  de»  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


Angrier*  wiahing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fiahlng  the  0am,  Ouae,  tto., 

SHOULD  ADVKRTI8B  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

AddreM:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


Snrplns  Library  Books 


and  New  Remainders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 


The  NOVEMBER  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction. 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.G. 


GRAYLING  FISHERS 

SHOULD  BBAO 

Mr.  H.  A.  Rolfs  new  Book 
on  Grayling  Fishing. 

182  pp. 

A  complete  treatise  on  Wet  and  Dry  Fly 
Fishing,  with  list  of  special  flies  and 
dressings,  and  full  instructions  as  to 
how,  when,  and  where  to  fish. 

Price  S/3,  post  tree,  of 

Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

15a,  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.C. 


XHB 

Indian  Sporttna  times* 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throoqhout  India,  Cbtlon, 
burmah,  and  assam. 
The  Only  Dluitrated  BportinK  Paper  in  the  £a«t, 
Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  .Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOB  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16*.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  bd. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  TiMBS  OF  INDU  Press, 
Bombay. 

UndoD  Office :  11,  Whltefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


On  receipt  of  an  Addressed  envQlopa 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  uiy  Kddresa 
in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIBS 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  13  doz.  for  6g. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

•John  mrixlte  &  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


THE  THAMES: 

WHERE  TO  FISH  AND  HOW. 


1/- 


By  F.  H.  AMPHLETT. 


1/- 


1.  DiOKS,  Effingham  House,  Anmdel  Street, 
Strand,  W.C. ,  and  of  all  Tackle  Dealers. 


WANTED, 

after  Xmas,  a  thoroughly  competent 

FISHERY  KEEPER, 

to  take  change  of  a  large  Trout  Hatehery 
in  France.  Must  have  first-rate  testi- 
monials, and  at  least  eight  years'  ex- 
perience of  the  hatching  and  rearing  of 
Trout. — Apply,  in  own  handwriting,  to 
"  SECRETARir,"  Norton  Fishery,  Baldock, 
Herts. 


AVOID  DIRTY  DUBBINS 


I 


and  use  "W.H.V., "the  clean  liquid 

AI.I.  ABSORBED. 
NOTHINO  LEFT  TO  RVB  OFF. 

Of  Bootmakers,  3cl.  and  6d.  each. 

Sample  tiuB,  3ci.,  post  free  from 
W.H.V.,  10,  Basinehall  St.,  E.C. 


I 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

Prttidmt—Sa.  EDWARD  BEEKBBCK,  BABT. 

Reduced  Fare*  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  MketINOS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Seadquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
Ion,  at  8  p.m.  For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


CITY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Societya 

President    •    F.  B.  MILDMAy,  ESQ.,  M.P. 

Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  8.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Eotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesbam,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  Is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 

SBORBTART. 

Subscription  payable  from  JanUary  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society, 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.). 
Country  headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefleld 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Over  3,000 
fish  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year  —For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Secrktakt, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  WesttKJume 
Park,  W. 


Anglers  vriahing  to  ootaln 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stonr, 

SHOOLD  ADVBKTI8B  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  4  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advu.,  tb  words  for  prepaid. 
Addreu:  "Oburver"  OtBee.  BourasmuuUu 
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Diinswell  district  on  Nov.  6  one  angler  secured 
some  nice  perch  and  a  roach  of  over  1  lb.  with 
worm  fishing.  Pike  fishing  is  now  good  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  from  Foulness  upwards. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

We  are  justly  proud  of  our  Lancashire  hatcheries, 
and  especially  so  of  Mr.  Jackson's  at  Garstang,  for 
it  is  run  on  intelligent  lines.  There  is  no  vacillating 
policy  about  their  system,  and  their  fish  are  of  the 
best.  To-day  (Saturday)  the  Dixon  Green  Anglers 
are  having  a  reimion  of  past  and  present  members 
and  their  friends,  and  there  will  be  a  big  muster. 
The  Gorton  A.S.  have  just  wound  up  their  season, 
which  has  not  been  one  of  the  brightest.  Mr.  E. 
Crawshaw  takes  the  aggregate  prize.  They  do  not 
go  in  for  a  lot  of  matches,  so  have  funds  in  hand  for 
better  purposes,  and  this  is  to  be  spent  on  stocking. 
Liverpool  anglers  are  very  busy,  but  at  Warrington, 
judging  by  reports,  the  locals  are  apathetic. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Salford  Socials  have  just  started  on  a  new 
financial  year,  and  the  new  executive,  which  is  a 
strong  one,  will  have  Councillor  F.  Hampson  as 
president.  Mr.  G.  Jones  will  continue  in  office  as 
hon.  secretary.  It  is  many  years  since  the  Buckland 
A.S.  was  formed  in  this  city,  but  it  is  in  a  healthy 
condition.  The  veteran  treasurer,  Mr.  J ohn  Johnson, 
is  still  in  office,  and  what  the  club  would  do  without 
liim  goodness  knows.  The  next  executive  is  a  very 
efficient  one,  and  Mr.  Lewis  will  preside.  The  West 
Salford  A.A.  had  a  crowded  meeting  on  Nov.  5,  and 
elected  principal  officers  for  the  year.  Mr.  Hope  is 
no  longer  secretary,  but  his  influence  will  still  be 
available.  A  very  important  meeting  of  delegates 
was  held  in  this  city  last  Thursday. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  was  up  about  thrbe  feet  on  Monday, 
and  anglers  generally  were  pleased  to  witness  the 
change.  One,  in  the  interests  of  improved  sport, 
was  much  required.  Nov.  7  was  a  beautiful  day,  and 
doings  were  brisk  on  most  of  the  waters  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city.  Roach  were  found  to 
take  the  worm,  and  this,  in  itself,  is  a  good  sign. 
The  rise  will  "  shake  up  "  the  pike  and  drive  them 
into  the  backwaters.  Prior  to  the  alteration  some 
handsome  lots  of  chub  were  creeled  on  the  Shardlow 
stretch  with  greaves.  Mr.  W.  Robinson  had  301b., 
and  a  siiailar  catch  attended  the  efTorts  of  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  who,  I  am  very  pleased  to  note,  has 
been  made  a  J. P.  On  Nov.  4,  the  water  being  coloured, 
only  very  few  fish  were  got  on  the  Wellington 
Society's  waters.  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks  had  one  or  two 
chub,  "and  Mr.  H.  Atkinson  ran  and  landed  a  pike. 
On  the  City  Piscatorial's  length  at  Farndon  (Flag 
field),  Mr.  Boyce,  on  Nov.  2,  took  sundry  pike,  and 
other  members  have  scored  amongst  coarse  fish  at 
Barton  and  Sawley,  Mr.  A.  E.  Burnham  and  Mr.  J. 
Hynes  bagging  a  splendid  lot  of  roach  and  dace 
with  gentles  on  the  latter  section.  On  Nov.  8  the 
river  wa«  fast  fining  down,  and  those  getting  first 
turn  amongst  pike  ought  to  obtain  plenty  of  sport, 
especially  with  the  live-bait. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  creels  of  nice  grayling,  dace,  and  chub 
have  been  brought  home  from  Swaledale,  with 
plenty  of  .small  fry  into  the  bargain.  Excellent  fish 
were  taken  recently  at  Tadcaster,  while  at  Yed- 
dingham  the  Derwent  yielded  a  number  of  typical 
roach.  York  fishing  has  lately  turned  the  tables  on 
the  anticipations  of  some  of  the  less  astute  rodmen. 
Several  streams  are  over  replenished  with  water, 
but  there  is  little  murmuring,for  the.wider  necessities 
ol  industry  outshadow  the  requirements  of  sport.  A 
good  length  of  the  Wharfe  has  been  secured  at  Otley 
by  the  Rodley  Club.  Tlie  hints  on  grayling  fishing 
which  are  in  circulation  are  worth  noting  at  the 
present  time,  because  during  this  month  and  next 
really  good  sport  with  the  "  handsome  fish  "  is 
obtainable.  Swimming  with  maggot  or  worm  is 
likely  to  be  the  most  effectual  process.  The  fine 
drawn  gut  attached  to  a  suitable  hook,  whether  for 
maggot  or  worm,  should  be  used,  and  preference 
given  to  the  clean  red  worm  as  bait.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  the  winter  grayling"is  quite  unlike 
the  summer  fish,  and  the  sport  aflforded  by  it  is, 
under  suitable  conditions,  and  to  skilled  anglers 
equal  to  that  given  by  trout  in  June  or  July.  The 
Bubjfct  of  the  coarse  fishermen  in  their  relation  to 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  still  engages  attention. 
That  the  present  Act  is  hard  upon  the  former  is 
widely  admitted,  and  it  is  some  satisfaction  to  them 
that  Captain  W.  H.  Key  is  their  champion  on  the 
Board.  The  coarse  fishermen's  contribution  to  the 
Fishery  Board  is  a  very  valuable  one,  and  they 
consider  they  are  entitled  to  something  in  return. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND, 

r  Spawning  operatifjns  are  gc)ing  on  in  the  earlier 
waters  under  very  favourable  conditions,  and  no 


poaching  has  been  reported  from  any  quarter. 
Many  readers  will  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of 
Jim  Leary,  of  Waterville,  which  took  place  recently 
at  the  early  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  Deceased 
was  a  well-known  professional  angler,  and  his  list 
of  patrons  a  very  long  one,  including  gentlemen 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  A  meeting  of  the 
Cork  A.A.  was  held  last  week,  when  it  was  pointed 
out  that  rainbow  trout  were  not  suited  to  the  waters, 
and  that  Loch  Leven  and  the  ordinary  brown  trout 
would  be  the  kinds  likely  to  prove  a  success.  It 
was  decided  to  order  some  thousands  of  the  latter 
kinds  and  put  them  into  the  rivers  when  three 
months  old.  The  report  of  the  association's  water 
bailiff  showed  that  there  was  no  illegal  fishing  or 
poaching  carried  on  in  his  district.  The  chairman 
(Mr.  S.  Haynes)  and  the  secretary  were  directed  to 
draft  a  circular  and  have  it  forwarded  to  the  owners 
of  fisheries  ip  order  to  find  out  how  many  are  willing 
to  open  their  waters  one  day  in  each  week  to  members 
of  the  association.  In  return  for  this  privilege 
members  would  take  out  their  licences,  would  pay 
£1  each  to  the  general  fund  for  the  protection  of 
the  rivers,  and  take  out  their  licence  in  the  district 
where  the  privilege  was  granted. 

North  of  Ireland. 
In  the  past  ten  days  heavy  spates  swept  through 
the  rivers,  thus  enabling  salmon  and  trout  to  push 
upstream  to  the  more  remote  spawning  grounds. 
The  swollen  state  of  the  lakes  and  canals  has  pre- 
vented any  pike  or  perch  fishing.  Where  the  rivers 
are  not  protected — and  these  are  many — the 
poachers  are  pushing  a  thriving  business.  At 
Belfast  Quarter  Sessions,  before  Judge  FitzGibbon, 
an  interesting  case  was  heard,  in  which  Andrew 
King,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  appealed  against  the 
decision  of  the  Crumlin  magistrates  in  dismissing 
a  summons  against  John  M'Veigh,  for  an  alleged 
breach  of  the  fishery  laws  in  July  last.  It  seems 
that  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the  Lough  Neagh 
fishermen  to  fish  with  miles  of  trammel  nets  in 
section  covered  only  by  one  licence.  It  was  contended 
that  these  sections  were  separate  nets  and  should 
be  licensed.  The  Judge  held  the  same  view,  and 
fined  the  respondent  in  £2,  and  stated  a  case  for  the 
superior  courts.  About  seventy  breeding  salmon 
are  in  the  ponds  of  the  Hatchery,  Kilrea,  where  it 
is  expected  stripping  operations  will  commence  in 
the  last  week  of  this  month.  The  low  water  in  the 
tributaries  of  the  Bann  during  the  month  of  October 
prevented  the  salmon  from  getting  up  to  the  higher 
waters,  and  it  is  only  in  the  past  few  days  that  the 
high  water  is  permitting  their  ascension.  The 
following  bailiffs  have  been  placed  on  duty  during 
the  close  season  in  the  Coleraine  district  : — Agivey, 
CO.  Derry,  four  men  ;  Clady,  co.  Derry,  seven  men  ; 
Maine,  nine  men  ;  Sixmile,  one  man  ;  Upper  Bann, 
one  man  ;  Blackwater,  two  men  ;  Ballinderry,  six 
men  ;  Moyola,  four  men  ;  Ijough  Neagh,  five  men  ; 
Toomebridge,  four  men — -total,  forty-three  men,  of 
whom  thirty-one  are  in  the  service  of  the  Foyle  and 
Bann  Fishery  Company,  and  twelve  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Coleraine  Board  of  Conservators, 


Xetters  to  the  iBbitov. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


THE  HOUSE  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  particularly  interested  in  the 
interesting  account  oi  the  House  Fly  (Muscadomes- 
tica)  in  your  i^sue  of  Nov.  4,  inasmuch  as  I  have 
lately  gone  through  a  series  of  experiments  and 
observations  with  a  member  of  the  group  Anthomia 
ceparum,  or  Onion  Fly.  I  therefore  venture  to  ask 
you  for  a  little  space  for  my  comments. 

Of  all  insect  life  (if  I  bar  those  of  water)  none, 
perhaps,  will  justify  research  more  than  the  Muscidw, 
as  they  are  ever  in  our  surroundings  and  play  such 
a  largo  part  in  our  domestic  concerns.  The  whole 
group  are  distinguished  (as  explained  by  the  afore- 
said able  article)  by  the  proboscis  as  their  means  of 
support  and  power  to  inflict  injury.  It  is,  however, 
to  one  variety  that  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
your  readers — that  is,  Anthomia  ceparum,  or  Onion 
Fly.  My  observations,  as  aforesaid,  start  with  the 
egg  deposited  upon  the  stem  of  the  onion  early  in 
Juno  to  the  hatching  of  the  imago  (or  perfect  fly) 
in  the  following  spring.  In  four  or  five  days  the 
egg-f  hatched  and  the  tiny  maggots  worked  their 
way  under  the  outer  skin  of  the  leaf  and  so  on  to 
the  roots  of  the  bulb,  boring  inwards  and  drinking 
the  sap.  In  a  fortnight  they  had  left  the  plant  and 
taken  to  the  soil  as  full-grown  larvje.  These  I  took 
and  placed  in  a  box  of  sandy  soil  slightly  moistened 
and  kept  moist.  In  ten  days  they  had  (as  ex- 
plained in  the  article)  assumed  the  pupal  case 
(witlioiit  stripping),  brown  in  colour  and  somewhat 
shorter  and  thicker  than  ^he  larval  form.  Wintered 


in  the  potting  shed,  they  were  placed  the  following 
May  on  a  pane  of  glass  under  an  inverted  tumbler 
(and  kept  still  slightly  moistened)  in  my  conser- 
vatory, arid  early  in  June  I  had  a  hatch  of  healthy 
and  lively  flies  ready  to  do  battle.  I  thus  found 
out  the  enemy  to  my  onion  crop,  which  in  my  first 
year  here  I  was  not  enabled  to  save  a  healthy  bulb. 
The  fly  is  exactly  the  same  size  and  shape  as 
Domestica,  but  of  a  lighter  brown  and  not  so  active 
or  so  wary  of  approach,  being  easily  killed  by  a  quick 
stroke  of  a  strip  of  matchboard  on  his  hunting 
ground.  The  males  (which  are  the  smaller  insect) 
hatch  out  first,  as  is  the  case  with  the  moth  and 
butterfly  kind.  The  females  appear  from  the  earth 
about  the  middle  of  June  and  continue  their  devas- 
tations through  July.  And  now  as  to  a  remedy  in 
the  way  of  dressings  to  the  soil.  I  have  tried  many, 
as  recommended  by  Dicksons  and  others,  but  all 
have  failed,  and  I  question  if  anything  could  be 
found  sufficiently  strong  to  kill  the  enemy  without 
destroying  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  The  larvae  (or 
maggots)  are  so  tenacious  of  life  that  they  have 
withstood  immersion  for  several  hours  in  turpentine, 
in  paraffin,  and  in  the  various  insecticides,  and  still 
lived  on.  Take  the  case  of  Musca  vomitdria,  or 
common  Meat  Fly.  Eggs  blown  on  a  joint  of  meat 
and  immersed  in  the  strongest  salt  brine,  he  will 
thrive  and  grow  to  his  full  larval  size,  and  no 
doubt  if  liberated  go  on  with  his  life  work. 

My  observations  of  Anthomia  lead  me  to  the  belief 
that  he  is  not  generally  migratory — that  is,  if  you 
destroy  him  in  your  own  garden  your  troubles  are 
practically  over,  and  the  only  remedy  of  exter- 
mination is  killing  the  mature  fly  and  hand  picking 
of  egg-larva  and  pupa.  This  I  have  pursued  for 
five  successive  years,  and  this  year  have  grown  a 
fine  crop  of  onions  with  but  few  of  the  enemy. 
The  routine  runs  thus  :  A  daily  stripping  of  the 
eggs  from  the  plants  and  batting  the  female  on  the 
soil,  who  becomes  very  tame  when  fully  charged 
with  ova,  a  light  working  of  the  soil  and  hand- 
picking  of  cases  after  the  crop,  and  the  same  in 
spring,  when  they  wriggle  near  to  the  surface  pre- 
paratory to  bursting. 

Now  this  routine  may  not  be  practical  in'a'fishing 
paper,  but  as  most  fishermen  have  a  garden,  and  an 
onion  bed  therein  is  not  a  large  area  to  go  over  (the 
enemy  not  being  found  elsewhere),  the  task  is  not  a 
laborious  one.  By  the  way,  gentles  are  used  in 
fishing,  so  I  am  on  the  right  track — Editor  mine  ! 
The  subject  of  insect  life  is  always  interesting,  and 
to  none  more  so  than  a  fisherman  ;  indeed,  in  my 
case  it  has  been  a  combination  of  experiment  and 
practical  utility,  and  there  may  be  others  of  my 
turn  of  mind  to  whom  these^hints  may  be  of  some 
service. — Yours  truly,  F.  S.  Pkrkin. 

P.S. — I  have  noticed  the  non-migratory  habit  of 
the  Onion  Fly  {Anthomia),  and  in  contradistinction 
to  this,  I  would  mention  that  migration  and  acute 
sense  of  smell  are  wonderfully  developed  in  both 
Domestica  and  Vomitoria.  I  have  reason  to  re- 
member that  in  the  days  long  past,  when  the  various 
cattle  diseases  were  rife  in  this  coimtry,  that  the 
unaccountable  spread' of  the  same  from  one  farm  to 
another  was  attributed  by  scientific  m.^n  to  these 
flies  (especially  in  the  case  of  the  terrible  foot  and 
mouth  disease),  as  conveying  the  microbes  on  their 
legs  and  bodies.  As  to  the  sense  of  smell  in  Vomi- 
toria, I  had  evidence  on  an  intensely  hot  day  last 
summer.  I  was  patrolling  the  fences  and  shady 
corners  of  large  park-like  lands  in  quest  of  rabbits, 
and  noticed,  basking  under  the  shade  of  trees,  a 
large  flock  of  very  wild  Cheviot  sheep,  which,  being 
disturbed  by  me,  would  flee  to  a  distant  shade. 
Myriads  of  these  flies,  after  partaking  of  the  excre- 
ment on  the  spot,  would  follow  the  flock  up  wind 
to  a  distant  rendezvous.  Their  name  was  legion, 
and  the  line  of  flight  true  to  that  of  the  sheep.  Of 
course,  the  wind  has  everything  to  do  with  this 
scenting  power.  Again,  who  has  not  noticed 
Domestica  when '  driving  at  a  brisk  pace  across 
country  on  a  hot,  murky  day,  especially  did  he 
wear  a  tall  hat  pretty  well  saturated  with  the  oil  of 
humanity — these  little  travellers  would  follow  for 
miles,  and  keep  up,  too.  Do  they  return  to  their 
trysting  place  ?  Who  shall  account  for  the  back- 
ward journey'  ? 

[Mr.  Perkin's  observations  on  the  "Onion  Fly" 
are  very  interesting  ;  somebody  ought  to  invent  a 
dressing  for  it  as  a  trout  fly — though  "  Cauglit  'em 
with  an  Onion  "  would  sound  rather  baitifled. — Ed.] 

TROUT  AND  OTHER  FISHING  NEAR 
BARNSTAPLE. 

Dear  Sir, — As  Barnstaple  is  a  long  way  by 
railway  from  the  City  of  London,  it  must  not  be 
considered  to  be  of  no  importance ;  being  so  close 
to  Exmoor  and  Dartmoor,  the  ground  has  been 
well  trod,  and  visitors  who  have  come  in  the  hope 
that  they  may  have  some  "  soft  things  "  have 
found  tlie  nuts  hard  to  crack.  As  a  sporting 
district  thepe  is  none  better — any  kind  of  amuse- 
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tnent :  the  huntsman  can  hunt  the  wild  deer,  the 
fox,  the  badger,  the  hare  and  otter,  and  play  lawn 
tennis  and  golf.  The  fisherman  can  fish  for  salmon, 
peal,  and  trout  in  the  rivers,  and  in  the  sea  good 
sport  is  always  to  be  found  ;  f  trains  run  up  to  the 
rivers  and  down  to  the  sea,  where  conger,  lobster, 
prawn,  mullet,  whiting,  pollack,  bass,  and  other 
kinds  of  fish  are  to  be  had.  Ten  miles  by  rail  will 
bring  one  to  any  of  the  fishing  resorts,  and  even  close 
to  the  town  fish  are  caught  from  a  boat. 

The  River  Taw  is  very  convenient,  and  stations 
^re  located  every  six  or  seven  miles  close  to  the  river, 
and  there  are  many  places  for  which  tickets  are 
procurable — the  nearest  to  Barnstaple  is  one  where 
salmon  and  peal,  besides  trout,  are  taken,  provided 
there  is  any  water  :  this  is  for  £3  3s.,  besides 
salmon  licence  for  2.5s.,  or  5s.  if  trout  is  only  wanted. 
The  Great  Western  Railway  runs  close  to  the  rivers. 
Tickets,  very  cheap,  are  procurable,  but  all  rivers 
\mder  the  Board  of  Conservators  are  only  5s.  for 
trout.  Twenty  miles  from  Barnstaple,  in  the  spring 
good  sport  is  to  be  had  at  Holland  for  Is.  a  year 
permission,  and  parties  often  stay  here  for  a  few 
days.  The  Mole  at  Southmolton  can  be  fished 
for  the  asking.  Fishing  in  the  Bray,  Sir  F.  Ackland 
gives  for  writing  ;  but  stamped  envelopes  must  be 
sent,  not  asking  for  permission  by  postcard,  like 
§ome  roving  fishermen  have  of(ien  done  and  then 
receiving  no  answer. 

Near  Barnstaple  are  other  streams  which  may  be 
fished  by  payment  as  an  acknowledgment.  It  is 
very  regrettable  to  state  that  fishermen  who  have 
tramped  on  a  fishing  excursion  have  brought  their 
dog  and  been  a  thorough  nuisance,  opening  gates, 
leaving  cattle  to  stray,  and  trespassing  on  the 
mowing  grass — it  has  caused  permission  to  be 
limited  to  the  residents,  and  a  great  desire  is  ex- 
pressed to  prevent  anyone  outside  coming  in  to  fish. 
But  where  it  is  found  fishermen  are  only  fishing  for 
sport,  rio  difficulty  is  to  be  met  in  getting  some 
good  sport  and  plenty  of  it,  provided  the  rivers  are 
full  of  water  ;  this  season  for  months  no  one  fished 
for  salmon,  as  they  were  in  the  tidal  water  and 
could  not  go  up. 

Personally,  I  shovild  strongly  advise  the  gentleman 
who  wishes  to  come  here  not  to  come  provided  with 
an  outfit,  because  he  will  find,  like  many  during  the 
past  season,  who  came  equipped  with  dry  files, 
tackle,  and  rods,  it  will  be  no  good  for  wooded 
rivers  ;  no  matter  where  one  goes  he  will  find  that 
every  locality  has  some  peculiar  flies  or  baits,  and 
those  who  residei  there  have  provided  themselves 
with  all  that  is  necessary.  I  am  afraid  out  of 
Devon  the  materials  for  making  Dsvon  flies  cannot 
be  found,  and  although  the  "  dumplings  "  may  be  a 
soft  lot,  or  fancied  to  be  so,  the  skill  of  a  philosopher 
is  taxed  when  in  conflict  at  home. 

I  love  books,  but  the  many  that  are  written 
caimot  accurately  describe  the  haunts  for  a  fisherman 
to  display  his  skill.  Come  and  make  acquaintance 
with  the  Barnstaple  tackleist,  and  you  will  not  be 
disappointed. — Yours  truly.  Rusty  Game. 

PORCELAIN  ROD-RINGS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  was  very  much  surprised  when 
''  Bene  quia  Recte "  said  that  he  had  chipped 
porcelain  rod-rings  by  very  slight  taps  against  twigs, 
and  even  more  so  when  you  accepted  this  statement 
as  conclusive  ;  it  must  have  been  a  case  of  "  credo 
quia  impossibile." 

My  experience  of  these  rings  is  perhaps  as  long  as 
anyone's,  for  my  four  sons  and  myself  have  used 
them  for  fifteen  years  past  on  fresh  and  salt  water, 
and  have  carried  our  rods  thousands  of  miles  by 
train,  cart,  and  boat,  yet  I  do  not  remember  that 
we  have  chipped  or  broken  one  single  ring.  The 
fact  is,  you  cannot  "  chip  "  porcelain  against  trees  ; 
anyone  can  try  with  a  pencil  — which  is  harder  than 
any  bough  with  bark — and  a  china  cup.  He  may 
break  the  cup,  but  he  will  not  "  chip  "  it.  "  Bene 
quia  Recte's  "  rings  were  possibly  chipped  because 
they  were  loose  in  the  wire  ;  then  throwing  the  line 
might  cause  a  sudden  shock  between  the  metal  and 
the  porcelain,  and  so  chip  the  latter.  The  groove 
in  the  ring  .should  be  wider  than  the  wire  to  avoid 
any  tendency  to  split  the  ring,  but  the  wire  loop 
should  be  small  enough  to  grip  the  ring  and  prevent 
p,ny  rattling,  a  most  disagreeable  sensation  to  the 
fisherman.  All  my  rings  are  fixed  in  the  way 
approved  by  "  Boston  Bittern." 

Agate  is  more  brittle  than  porcelain  and  very 
mucn  dearer.  What  would  a  large  set  of  agate 
rings  for  a  salmon  or  pike  rod  cost  ? 

1  believe  that  a  good-sized  porcelain  ring,  wide 
and  well  curved  inside,  is  hotter  than  any  pulley  for 
the  top  of  a  sea-rod  ;  there  is  no  metal  to  corrode 
and  nothing  to  get  out  of  order. — Yours  truly, 

FJ.  T.  H. 
[Possibly  "  Bene  quia  Recte  "  was  mistaken,  and 
the  explanation  of  the  chipping  given  by  "  J.  T.  H." 
may  hie  the  correct  one.  Anyway,  tho  thing  is  to 
avoid  the  chipping.  As  I  have  said  more  than 
ORCO,  I  find  tho  porcolain  rings  add  immensely  to 


the  pleasure  of  casting  from  the  reel.  Personally,  I 
should  much  prefer  to  have  them  of  the  same 
colour  as  my  rod,  whatever  it  might  be.  Can 
"  J.  T.  H."  tell  us  if  there  is  any  difficulty  in  getting 
black  or  brown  porcelain  rings,  or  perhaps  Mr.  Dale 
will  do  so  ? — Ed.] 

CONCERNING  AGATE  TOP  RINGS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  see  that  you  wish  some  information 
concerning  agate  top-  rings,  such  as  are  used  in 
America.  When  there  last  year  I  bought  two 
rings  and  fitted  them  to  my  rods  which  I  use  here 
for  sea  fishing.  Although  they  have  had  some  very 
rough  work  in  boats  and  on  rocks,  I  have  not  found 


that  they  chip  at  all.  Of  course,  there  are  the  "  l)oll 
mouthed  "  rings  with  line  passing  up  through  them. 
This  form  of  top  ring,  as  here  illustrated,  is  almost 
universally  used  in  the  States  for  sea  fishing.  Why 
should  there  be  any  objection  to  it  for  fresh-water 
work  in  this  country  ? — Yours  truly, 

Ullapool.  D.  A.  Lawson. 

LANTERN-SLIDES  OF  VIEWS  ON  THE  GREAT 
EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  you  will  kindly 
call  attention  in  your  columns  to  the  fact  that  we 
have  a  series  of  lantern-slides  descriptive  of  the 
various  points  of  interest  on  this  company's  line, 
which  we  shall  bo  pleased  to  loan  for  the  purpose  of 
lectures,  etc.,  upon  application  being  made  to  me. 
Each  sot  of  slides  will  be  accompanied  by  full  ex- 
planatory notes  in  the  form  of  a  lecture,  if  desired. 

It  might  be  mentioned  that  we  also  loan  a  cine- 
matograph film  descriptive  of  (1)  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Co.'s  steamer  Berlin,  from  the  Hook  of 
Holland,  approaching  Parkeston  Quay  ;  (2)  the 
boat  alongside  the  quay  and  passengers  coming 
ashore  ;  (3)  the  boat  express  train  leaving  Parkeston 
Quay  for  Liverpool-street. — Yours  truly, 

R.  P  Ellis,  Supt.  G.E.R. 

Liverpool-street  Station,  London. 

[There  are  so  many  interesting  fi.shing  places  on 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway  that  I  should  think 
anglers  who  are  good  enough  to  read  papers  at  their 
clubs  would  be  glad  to  accept  this  offer.  I  would 
not  have  the  cinematograph  at  any  price — ^have  seen 
too  much  of  their  bursting  into  flame  unexpectedly 
and  dangerously. — Ed.] 

SOME   SEA  ANGLING  BAITS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  yours  of  Oct  24  the 
"  murderer  "  is  simply  a  huge  minnow,  and  is  trailed 
within  a  few  inches  of  the  bottom.  Those  I  use  on 
the  fishing  banks  lying  between  Handa  Island  on  the 
north  and  Coygeach  Point  on  the  south  (the  best 
being  to  the  north-west  of  Stoer  Head)  are  made 
by  hammering  71b.  of  lead  into  the  shape  of  a  large 
herring,  drilling  a  hole  for  the  line  through  the 
root  of  the  tail,  another  hole  a  little  below  from  side 
to  side,  a  third  through  the  middle  from  back  to 
front,  and  a  fourth  through  the  head  from  side  to 
side,  then  a  large  cod  hook  is  tied  close  up  to  each 
end  of  the  last  three  holes,  and  after  the  lead  is 
scraped  bright  it  is  ready  for  use. 

As  a  rule,  I  trim  the  sails  so  that  the  boat  moves 
about  a  mile  an  hour  ;  the  line  is  let  out  until  bottom 
is  touched  and  then  hauled  in  about  a  couple  of  feet, 
the  hand  holding  the  line  is  slowly  raised  to  the 
height  of  the  head  or  shoulder,  and  suddenly  dropped 
to  the  gunwale,  so  as  to  give  the  minnow  a  darting 
movement  ;  the  faster  the  boat  is  going  the  less  the 
movement  required,  and  the  bottom  is  touched  at 
short  intervals  to  make  sure  that  the  proper  length 
of  line  is  out. 

In  the  evening  or  in  difll  weather  a  herring  or 
mackerel  on  one  of  the  hooks  is  an  advantage,  at 
night  a  necessity  ;  but  in  really  bright  weather  you 
kill  more  fish  without.  I  have  heard  the  "  mur- 
derer "  condemned  by  sportsmen,  but  some  of  these 
did  not  understand  what  they  were  talking  about, 
and  the  rest  without  exception  did  not  love  the 
"  rolling  deep."  Such  a  lure  you  need  only  try 
where  the  fish  run  large. 

If  you  wish  I  shall  be  very  glad  on  hearing  from 
you  to  direct  my  gillie  to  send  you  one  of  those  I 
used  last  year.  Please  excuse  delay  in  replying  ; 
I  have  been  away  shooting  with  the  writer  of 
"  Poachers  of  a  Day  " — I  am  only  the  argumentative 
friend,  and  the  letter  was  forwarded  through  me  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  wish  more  sportsmea  with  leisure  would  go  out 


to  these  banks  where  real  fishing  is  to  be  had,  | 
instead  of  pottering  round  the  shore  of  bays,  then  | 
attention  would  be  directed  to  the  damage  done  by  ^ 
trawlers  to  one  of  the  nation's  most  valuable  assets,  jj 
Years  ago,  on  seeing  a  trawler  with  her  net  down 
between  us  and  the  shore,  half-a-mile  away,  I  re- 
marked to  my  old  gillie,  "Donald,  these  trawlers 
are  going  to  spoil  your  breeding  banks."    "  Ah,  ' 
yes  " — with  a  sigh — "  and  indeed  they  have  done  i 
that."    "  And  why  don't  you  get  the  gunboat,  1 
instead  of  rotting  at  anchor  in  Stornoway  Harbour,  j 
to  come  and  stop  them  ?  "    This  seemed  to  ticklo  J 
Donald  ireunonsely.     "  Well,  what  is  the  matter,  1 
Donald  ?    I  don  t  think  it  a  laughing  matter."  T| 
"  I  beg  your  pardon,  sir  ;  I  cannot  help  it,  as  I  was  4 
just  thinking  of  a  gunboat  after  a  trawler — you 
might  just  as  well  send  my  mother  !  " 

These  big  fish  come  to  tho  fishing  banks  not  to  i 
feed  but  to  breed,  and  as  soon  as  ever  they  have 
.Spawned  they  are  off  back  towards  the  Arctic.    If  ; 
trawlers  only  took  mature  fish  there  would  be  no 
great  harm  done,  but  they  destroy  millions  of  small  • 
and  worthless  fish,  so  that  ultimately  tho  fishing  j 
grounds  farther  north  which  these  banks  now  supply 
will  suffer. — Yours  truly. 

One  of  the  Two  "  Poachers  of  a  Day."  s 

  .-i 

IMPROVEMENT  IN  SILKWORM  GUT.  1 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  hoping  to  hear  that  " 
something  practical  is  likely  to  follow  from  the 
discussion  in  your  columns  re  bringing  unbleached 
gut  into  this  country.    I  have  long  been  convinced 
that  much  might  be  done  to  improve  the  quality 
of  gut,  and  also  increase  itj  quantity,  if  only  the 
matter  were  taken  up  by  some  large  dealer  with 
capital  and  backed  by  expert  advice.    I  have  long 
been  of  opinion,  though  in  thU  I  speak  subject  to 
correction,  that  fabrics  made  of  the  finest  Chinese 
silk  —  handkerchiefs,  for  example —  will  outwear 
fcimilar  fabrics  manufactured  from  European  grown  ' 
silk.    If  this  be  so,  it  follows  that  gut  from  Chinese 
silkworms  must  be  stronger  than  other  gut.  Is 
Spanish  grown  silk  manufactured  in  any  quantity 
into  fabrics  for  wear  ?    The  soil  and  climate  must  i 
have  a  great  effect  on  the  silkworm,  and  conse- 
quently on  the  silk  and  gut,  the  latter  of  which 
depends  for  its  strength  partly  on  the  glutinous  ; 
matter,  but  chiefly  on  the  fine  threads  of  which  it  ^ 
is  composed.    I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  gut  i 
purporting  to  bo  made  from  Chine-e  silkworms  has 
been  sold  in  America,  but  has  any  effort  ever  really 
been  made  t>  turn  out  gut  of  the  finest  quality 
from  the  be-t  Chine.-e  silK  worms  ?    If  this  were 
done,  and  the  produce  sent  home  in  its  natural  and 
unbleached  state,  I  am  persuaded  the  gut  market  '. 
would  soon  be  levolutionised.    The  great  bulk  of  ', 
gut  tnat  comes  into  the  country  is  good  enough  for 
the  uses  to  which  it  is  put,  and  is  sufficiently  \ 
cheap,  though  it  might  be  made  cheaper.    But  the 
finest  trout  gut  and  really  good  salmon  gut  are  j 
ridiculously  expensive,  and  every  year  becoming 
scarcer  as  the  army  of  anglers  grows  in  numbers, 
and  the  production  remains  practically  stationary. 
Much  has  been  done  to  improve  the  quality  within 
ray  lecoUection,  but  much  more  miiiht  be  done. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  very  best  trout  gut— eighteen  • 
inches  to  twenty-lour  inches  in  length — should  not 
be  put  upon  the  market  at  a  penny  a  string.  I 
would  suggest  that,  as  a  first  ftep,  if  any  of  the  • 
well-known  importers  of  Spanish  gut  would  arrange 
to  have  a  small  quantity  of  the  finest  Refina  gut 
in  its  unbleached  state  brought  over  before  next 
season,  offers  of  support  should  be  made  to  them 
by  a  few  anglers  sufficient  to  take  the  whole 
stock  off  their  hands  at  once.    The  question  of 
its  superiority  would  then  soon  be  tested.    I  for 
one  should  bo  glad  to  have  a  bundle  of  such  gut. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  P.  R.  Cheyne. 

Redcar. 


A  REAL  PUNJAUB  SPOON  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  trespass  on  the  good  feeling 
you  always  show  to  anglers  by  asking  if  you  can 
put  me  in  the  way  or  obtaining  a  real  Punjaub 
spo*n  for  jack — that  is,  one  made  in  Indisi,  and  not 
one  imitated  here. 

It  occurred  to  me  you  might  possibly  know  of 
some  agent  in  this  country  who  imported  them,  or 
the  address  of  some  one  abroad  to  whom  I  could 
apply  direct. 

If  you  aie  able  to  put  me  in  the  right  channel  for 
getting  what  1  want,  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged 
to  you— Yours  truly,  Edgar  C.  Harvie. 

32,  Leinster- square,  W. 

[Will  Mr.  Thoma=i,  author  of  that  classic  on  "  Fish 
and  Fishing  in  India,"  kindly  reply  to  Mr.  Harvie's 
queries.  I  coniess  I  thought  all  mahseer  spoons 
were  made  in  England.  But  I  am  not  surprised  at 
a  demand  for  something  different,  as  so  many  of  the 
so-called  spoons  now  made  are  so  badly  shaped  and 
mounted  that  they  only  slide  about  instead  of 
spinning. — Ed.] 


'  ■■  '  
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Seven  American  Anglers  Cast  over  35  Yards  with 
5J0Z.  Rods— An  Invitation  to  British  Anglers. 

Writing  from  Chicago,  111.,  on  Nov.  1,  1905> 
Mr.  Fred  N.  Peet  says  :— 

"  It  is  very  interesting  to  me  to  read  the  different 
views  of  your  correspondents  on  the  weights  of 
rods  and  their  casting  power.  In  the  San  Francisco 
Tournament  there  were  seven  contestants  who  cast 
over  110ft.  with  a  .5|oz.  rod.  In  this  event  Mr. 
Mansfield  cast  129Jft.,  while  in  the  long  distance 
event,  with  a  lOJoz.  and  lift,  rod,  ho  only  increased 
the  distance  'ijft.,  which  shows  up  well  for  the 
,  light  rod.  This  was  the  first  long  distance  event 
with  a  ojoz.  rod  which  I  ever  entered,  and  I  was 
surprised  at  the  distance  cast  with  that  weight  rod. 
These  records  have  had  a  tendency  to  reduce  the 
weights  of  our  fishing  rods. 

"  I  would  like  to  correct  an  error  in  Mr.  A. 
Williams'  letter,  wherein  he  states  that  Mr. 
Waddell  and  my.9elf  are  professional  rod-makers. 
We  have  never  been  interested  in  rod  mxking  or 
the  fishing-tackle  bu.siness.  Messrs.  Leonard  and 
Mills  were  the  only  two  contestants  in  our  fly- 
casting  tournament  who  could  bo  classed  as  '  pro- 
fessionals '  under  your  rules. 

"  Previous  to  the  Chicago  Tournament,  I  tried 
to  interest  some  of  your  fly  casters  to  attend,  so  as 
to  compare  the  different  methods  of  casting  and 
tackle  u.fed.  I  will  .-state  here  tViat  the  Kalamazoo 
Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Club,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan, 
is  going  to  give  a  tournament  next  summer,  on  the 
Hami;  lines  an  the  one  we  held  in  Chicago.  As  this 
city  is  only  a  short  distance  from  Chicago,  we  would 
like  to  sec  a  representative  team  from  England 
take  part  in  the  same." 

Will  Mr.  Peet  kindly  tell  mo  if  the  rods  used 
were  all  split  cane  and  the  makers  ?  I  doubt  if 
any  other  make  of  rod  so  light  would  make  such 
woaderful  casts. 


Something  like  Sport. 

Some  grand  pollack  fishing  has  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White,  of  tho  Flyfishors'  Club,  and 
one  friend  during  a  recent  visit  to  tho  west  coast 
of  Ireland.  In  five  afternoons'  fishing,  tho  bag, 
all  taken  on  rod  and  line,  was  212  pollack.  Tho 
best  sport  was  obtained  on  tho  last  of  the  five 
attempts,  when  thirty-four  pollack,  aggregating 
2651b.,  were  landed,  an  average  of  over  7  Jib.  apioce. 
Having  regard  to  the  exhausting  nature  of  the 
sport,  two  or  three  hours  a  day  was  felt  to  be  quite 
sufficient,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  had  the  whole 
day,  in  any  case,  been  devoted  to  the  fish,  the 
above  catch,  large  as  it  is,  might  have  been  trebled. 
The  best  afternoon  for  numbers  was  seventy-two 
fish  from  21b.  to  61b.,  and  the  whole  five  outings 
gave  a  total  weight  of  over  half  a  ton.  The  fish 
were  all  taken  spinning  and  trolling  with  large 
brown  Phantoms.  In  the  last  ten  years  Mr.  White 
has  seldom  done  better  than  this  with  the  pollack 
off  the  North  Connemara  coast. 


A  Suspended  Bed  Tent. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  American  Sporting 
Goods  Dealer  I  noticed  an  illustrated  account  of 
what  struck  me  was  a  good  idea,  especially  for 
travellers  and  sportsmen  in  wild  countries,  namely, 
a  suspended  sleeping  tent,  which  is  the  patented 
invention  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Mark,  of  418,  East  Forty- 
third-street,  Chicago. 

'  "  Tlie  tent  is  suspended  between  trees  "or  other 
uprights,  set  from  16ft.  to  20ft.  apart,  and  accessible 
by  a  wire  ladder,  with  wooden  steps,  15ft.  in 


Awards  for  the  Fly-tying  Exhibits  at  the  Clifton 
and  Bristol  Arts  and  Crafts  Society's  Exhibition. 

"  Fly-Tying.— (A)  Dry  Fly:  First  Ortificates, 
Miss  Eleanor  Ellis  and  Captain  F.  Wemyss.  (B) 
Wot  Fly  :  First  Certilicatfis,  Miss  Eleanor  Ellis  and 
Captain  F.  Wcmyss.  (C)  Salmon  Flies  :  Second 
Certificates,  Mr.  H.  Mack  and  Captain  F.  Wemyss." 

I  have  not  seen  any  full  report  of  tho  awards  at 
present  (Nov.  15),  but  I  am  glad  to  seo  that  Miss 
Ellis,  of  Danby  "Terrace,  Exmouth,  who.se  flies  I 
have  often  commended  in  tho  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
found  most  kUling  and  durable,  has  received  "  First 
Certificates."  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  was  the  judge,  and 
as  there  is  no  better  one  living,  the  awards  are  all 
tho  more  valuable. 

Roach  Fishing  near  Norwich. 
Will  Mr.  Winsor  Bishop,  the  hon.  sec.  of  tho 
Norwich  Angling  Club,  kindly  say  if  roach  fishing 
is  good  in  winter  months  at  Brundall,  Buckenham, 
and  Cantley  ?    It  used  to  be  very  good  there. 


Mb.  C.  E.  Mark's  "Suspended  Tent. 

length,  the  whole  forming  a  bed,  thoroughly  venti- 
lated at  the  top,  beneath  the  fly  at  tho  sides,  the 
openings  screened  against  flies,  mosquitoes,  etc. 
The  bed  portion  has  wood  end  pieces,  rope  is  used 
for  top  and  side  ridges.  No.  4  canvas  or  ducking  is 
used  for  the  bed  bottom  and  is  drawn  tight  with 
exactly  the  same  tension  as  put  on  a  spring  bed. 
This  eliminates  the  hammock  feature,  makes  the 
bed  rigid,  at  tho  same  time  affording  tho  same 
resiliency  as  of  those  in  use  at  home.  The  method 
of  suspension  of  tho  whole  is  by  a  system  of  ropes, 
of  sufficient  strength  to  hold  up  all  the  people  that 
could  be  got  into  the  tent,  adjusted,  and  kept  in 
place  by  small  blocks  and  tackles.  The  tent  can 
be  quickly  placed  in  position  and  as  quickly  taken 
down.  Packed  and  ready  for  shipment  it  occupies 
a  space  4ft.  6in.  long  by  r2in.  square,  and  weighs 
less  than  6.5lb.  Tho  suspension  feature  is  unique 
and  will  appeal  to  thousands.  It  is  a  result  of 
extensive  experience  on  tho  part  of  Mr.  Mark.  It 
will  bo  appreciated  by  campers  and  rosorters.  For 
invalids  it  is  invaluable,  and  has  tho  endorsement 
of  physicians  everywhere." 

Tho  inventor  claims  that  it  will  bo  found  useful 
by  campers,  sportsmen,  invalids,  and  all  who  have  to 
live  in  the  open  air  :  that  it  is  light,  dry,  airy,  secure 
from  effect  of  storms,  cattle,  hogs,  horses,  dogs, 
snakes,  flies,  etc. 

How  TO  Tm  Tbout  ahd  Gkayliho  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  In  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  He  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  •<  The  beit  book  ever 
written  on  tixt  mbl«ot."—Fi»hittg  Oiutttt, 


How  to  Act  in  the  Presence  of  Black  Flies 
and  Mosquitoes. 

I  was  amused  to  seo  in  Forest  and  Stream,  in  an 
article  on  "  Sport  in  Newfoundland,"  the  following 
advice  as  to  how  to  act  when  black  flies  and  mos- 
quitoes are  driving  you  mad  : — 

"  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  Oct.  13. — Editor 
Forest  and  Stream  :  The  fishing  season  is  now  over, 
and  the  sports  have  taken  to  their  guns.  Tliis  has 
been  a  record  season  for  fish  and  fishermen.  Visiting 
sportsmen,  principally  Amorican  anglers,  came  in 
larger  numbers  this  year  than  ever. 
All  tho  visitors,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  enjoyed  prime  sport.  One 
gentleman  vented  his  grievances  in 
Forest  and  Stream.  He  complained 
of  the  flies,  and  the  tenor  of  his  letter 
showed  that  he  unduly  irritated  him- 
self. He  said  that  even  if  the  fish  had 
been  more  plentiful  and  the  flies  less 
troublesome  he  would  not  have 
stopped  longer,  no  matter  what  tho 
inducements  offered.  An  angler  who 
is  not  philosopher  enough  to  keep 
cool  when  the  flies  are  troublesome 
and  busy  ought  to  stay  in  the  city 
in  the  hot  weather.  Flies  are  a 
nuisance,  but  sm'oly  no  angler  ex- 
pects to  go  into  the  virgin  wilderness 
in  July  or  August  without  meeting 
flies.  Some  anglers  exaggerate  the 
torments  of  these  little  pests  and 
excite  themselves.  If  an  angler  could 
>  only  take  the  flies  as  a  part  of  the 

day's  work  and  keep  cool,  the  flies 
would  not  be  half  as  troublesome. 
My  own  experience  last  season  proved  this.  An 
old  woodsman  told  me  long  ago  that  the  best 
thing  to  do  when  the  flies  were  very  bad  was  to 
'  keep  cool '  ;  '  keep  your  hair  on.'  '  Don't  get 
excited,  as  that  cuts  no  ice  with  nippers,'  and  I 
think  this  is  very  good  advice.  I  would  give, 
for  the  benefit  of  future  anglers,  two  recipes 
that  I  have  proved  to  bo  golden : — 

"  Golden  Anti-Fly  Recipes — Keating  to  the 
Rescue. 

"  One,  for  use  in  the  day,  is  composed  of  sweet  or 
olive  oil  and  carbolic  acid  in  the  same  proportion  as 
tho  famous  silver  standard — sixteen  to  one.  Six- 
teen parts  oil  and  one  carbolic  acid.  This  mixed 
well  in  about  a  half  pint  bottle  will  last  for  four  or 
five  days.  The  angler  can  carry  a  small  vest- 
pocket  phial  and  fill  it  every  morning,  and  this 
much  will  do  him  for  tho  day.  Rubbed  on  the 
head,  face,  neck,  and  hands,  it  retains  its  odour  till 
the  oil  evaporates.  It  is  harmless,  and  the  oil 
preserves  the  skin  from  serious  sunburn,  and  pre- 
vents it  from  breaking.  I  have  found  it  ono  of  the 
most  pleasant  of  fly  mixtures,  and  one  that  the 
flies  dislike  heartily. 

"  When  the  flies  are  troublesome  in  camp  and  one 
can't  sleep  without  being  badly  bitten,  then  they 
prove  to  be  a  veritable  nuisance.  This  year  wo 
tried  what  we  call  '  Scott's  patent,'  and  I  can 
recommend  it  unreservedly  as  the  best  remedy  I 
have  ever  used.  When  we  retired  for  the  night  we 
fiifst  laced  tho  front  of  our  camp  to  keep  out 
wanderers,  then  lit  a  candle,  got  tho  top  of  a  meat 
tin,  bent  it  double,  so  it  would  hold  a  spoonful 
or  two  of  powder,  stuck  it  into  a  pioco  of  a  stick. 
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held  it  over  the  candle,  poured  into  it  a  coiiple  of 
spoonfuls  of  Keating's  insect  powder  (a  can  of 
which  can  be  had  for  a  few  cents),  held  the  receptacle 
till  it  became  red  hot  and  the  powder  burned. 
This  caused  a  smoke  that,  while  it  was  not  disagree- 
able to  us,  simply  mesmerised  and  paralysed  the 
mosquitoes  that  lined  the  camp  in  myriads,  and 
rendered  them  perfectly  harmless  during  the  whole 
night.  We  proved  the  efficacy  of  this  every  night 
for  nine  nights,  and  I  was  so  pleased  with  it  that  I 
resolved  to  tell  Forest  and  Stream,  so  that  your 
numerous  readers  will  reap  the  benefit  another 
season.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  efficacy  of 
this  recipe,  because  we  proved  it  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances." 

Magical  Effect  of  Keating's  Powder  in  Killing 
Fish  Pakasites. 
An  amusing  account  was  given  me  recently  of  the 
case  of  an  angler  who  had  some  fish  in  a  large 
aquarium  which  were  bothered  by  parasites.  He 
asked  a  friend  what  he  should  do,  and  was  advised 
to  try  Keating's  powder.  He  purchased  a  tin  and 
emptied  it  into  his  aquarium  ;  the  effect  was 
magical — every  pakasite  was  killed:  unfortu- 
nately, so  was  every  fish  ! 

The  Falkenberg  Salmon  Fishery. 

The  salmon  angling  rights  belonging  to  the  town 
of  Falkenberg  in  West  Sweden  have  been  let  to  an 
English  angler  for  4500  kroner  per  annum. 

Another  Fisheries  Exhibition  in  Berlin. 

There  is  to  be  a  Fisheries  Exhibition  in  Berlin 
bext  year  (1906). 

Buttermere  Lake. 

A  correspondent  who  knows  Buttermere  well 
VvTites  i — 

"  In  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  Nov.  11  appears  a 
hotice  as  to  the  fishing  of  this  lake.  I  spent  many 
feummers  in  Buttermere  during  the  sixties, 
seventies,  and  eighties,  and  my  experience 
Was  that  after  the  end  of  May  fly  fishing  was  over 
for  the  year,  except  perhaps  for  a  short  time  in 
September.  The  '  bracken  clock  '  turned  up  in 
June,  and  that  was  the  attributed  cause  of  the 
fish  ceasing  to  rise.  They  soon  became  gorged  and 
sick  of  surface  feeding.  As  you  have  often  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  any  information  might  be 
sent  to  you  that  would  help  your  readers  in  the 
selection  of  a  fishing  resort,  I  have  troubled  you  with 
these  few  lines  as  a  suggestion  that  you  might 
caution  those  proposing  to  try  the  Buttermere 
fishing  that,  if  fly  fishing  is  the  sport  wanted,  they 
should  make  a  few  inquiries  before  taking  a  rod. 
Your  notice  refers  to  '  two  beautiful  streams 
eminently  suited  for  .  .  .  dry  fly.'  There  is  one 
nice  stream,  the  outflow  of  Buttermere  Lake  into 
Crummock  Water.  Being  a  south  country  angler, 
I  often  watched  this  water — '  the  Dubs  ' — for  rising 
trout ;  never  once  did  I  see  a  rise  there.  Wiat 
the  other  beautiful  stream  can  be  is  to  me  a  puzzle  ; 
plenty  of  becks  with  4in.  or  oin.  fish— but  dry  fly  ?  " 

I  hope  Mr.  Jackson  will  kindly  reply  to  this 
suggestion.  I  am  quite  sure  he  does  not  wish  any 
anglers  to  be  misled  in  any  way. 

R.  B.  MAESTONi 


CURE  FOR  FUNGUS  ON  FISH. 


Whilst  visiting  at  the  house  of  a  friend  of  mine 
(Mr.  Shenton,  of  Hammersmith)  who  has  a  fish- 
pond in  hLs  garden  stocked  with  goldfish,  I  gained 
tiie  following  information,  which  I  thought  might 
be  of  use  to  some  of  your  readers.  I  beg  to  com- 
inuni9ute  it.  The  fish  in  tlie  pond  were  all  more  or 
less  attacked  by  a  fungoid  disease,  or  a  growth  of 
a  white  fluffy  appearance  on  their  scales  which  is 
common  to  fish  in  vivaria.  He  cured  his  fish,  as  ho 
informed  me,  in  the  following  singularly  successful 
manner  : — He  first  caught  the  fish  thus  affected, 
and,  with  a  small  painter's  brush  or  tlie  thumb  and 
finger,  removed  the  fungus,  and  then  with  a  solution 
of  ISgrs.  of  bichloride  of  mercury  diluted  in  a  6oz. 
bottle,  ho  applied  with  a  camel-hair  brush  this 
Bolution  over  the  parts  affected,  holding  the  fish  a 
few  seconds  beforo  returning  them  to  the  water, 
which  was  changed  daily.  The  result,  he  states,  is 
that  after  one  appli(;ation  his  fish  have  entirely 
recovered,  with  but  a  few  exceptions,  which,  how- 
ever, lie  states  have  been  cured  by  a  second  appli- 
cation. I  should  bo  glad  to  know  if  any  of  your 
readers  have  over  cured  this  trouhlosome  disease  in 
a  like  manner. — Euwin  Ward  (11,  Thayor-stroet, 
Mancliostor-squaro),  in  the  Field,  1804. 


"IN  THE  MAECH  AND  BOEDEK- 
LAND  OF  WALES."* 


Thb  author  of  this  work  having  already  published 
works  on  "  North  "  and  "  South  "  Wales,  has  hero 
devoted  himself  to  the  Border  Counties,  Hereford- 
shire and  Shropshire,  with  occasional  plunges  into 
Radnorshire,  Broconshire,  and  Montgomeryshire. 
It  is  not  a  work  that  appeals  specially  to  anglers, 
but  it  does  ajipeal  to  all  who  take  any  interest  in 
the  scenery  of  their  country,  and  particularly  to 


those  wliose  "  lines  have  fallen  in  the  pleasant 
places  "  so  interestingly  described  in  this  volume. 
The  author's  aim  has  been  to  plead  "  for  a  greater 
interest  in  British  scenery  and  to  remind  some, 
maybe,  what  a  fund  of  pleasure  lies  close  at  hand, 
which  many  take  infinite  trouble  and  go  far  afield 
to  seek."  He  finds  but  little  to  say  about  angling, 
but  he  mentions  in  one  way  or  another  most  if 
not  all  the  important  rivers  in  the  counties  traversed. 
The  book  does  not  profess  to  be  a  guide-book,  and 
doubtless  many  important  spots  are  not  mentioned 
at  all,  but  those  that  are  mentioned  are  admirably 


described,  and  just  as  much  is  said  about  them  as  is 
necessary.  *"  i 

The  author  devotes  many  pages  to  the  city  of 
Hereford,  its  wars,  its  romantic  history,  its  anti- 
quities, and  its  modern  surroundings,  and  its 
beautiful  river.  It  was  while  walking  in  the  Palace 
Gardens  that  Bishop  Macgee  remarked  to  his  brother 


*,By  A.  O.  Bradley,  with  sketches  of  the 
country  byjW.  M.  Meredith,  and  a  map.  London  : 
Archibald  Constable  &  Co.,  Ltd.  Royal  8Vo, 
pp.  XVI.  and  430,  cl. 


of  Hereford,  "  If  you  will  give  m3  your  river,  I  will 
give  you  my  See." 

Hereford  was  Mr.  Bradley's  headquarters  for 
starting  on  his  excursions,  mostly  performed  on 
cycle-back.  The  first  departure  is  along  the  Aber« 
gavonny  Road  to  Pontrilas,  ten  miles  away.  Hero 
he  touches  the  River  Monnow,  and  mentions  it  as 
"  one  of  the  best  trouting  rivers  on  the  border  or 
beyond  it."  The  author  has  much  to  say  about 
Kilpock  and  the  fertile  hills  and  valleys  of  Archen- 
field,  and  the  land  of  Ewyas  and  (jPontrilas,  Kent- 
church  Court  and  Owen  Glyndwr's  Towers. 


With  reference  to  fishing  in  the  Monnqw,  he  has 
the  following  remarks  : — 

"  A  careful  look  into  any  of  the  still  pools  will  be 
sure  to  reveal  more  than  one  lusty  trout,  and  e'en  a 
grayling.  But  the  latter  is  less  in  evidence  near 
the  surface  than  his  bolder  and  I  always  imagine 
slightly  contemptuous  neighbour.  Indeed,  there 
may  be  good  cause  for  jealousy  in  the  Monnow, 
for  the  grayling  is  an  importation,  and  perhaps  not 
a  wholly  wise  one." 

But  a  much  worse  and  self-invited  intruder  may 
show  himself  on  the  surface.    I  will  quote  what  our 


author  has  to  say  about  our  old  friend  the 
chub  : — 

"  Now  the  chub  is  a  fitting  and  useful  denizen  of 
the  Thames  or  Ouse,  but  he  is  an  outrage  in  a 
Welsh  stream,  and  has  proved  an  unmitigated 
nuisance  in  all  the  tributaries  of  the  Wye.  He  has 
taken  unto  himself  more  and  more  of  late  years  the 
airs,  without  possessing  a  single  saving  grace,  of  a 
mountain  fish.  He  will  breast  any  rapid,  and 
disport  himself  in  some  rockbound  romantic  pool 
amid  the  Black  Mountains  as  if  he  belonged  there, 
and  owned  it,  like  a  kilted  grocer  ton  a  Highland 


^  LEIKTWABDrNE    BRIDGE,   ON    THE  TeME. 
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grouse  moor.  But  brass  and  push  and  envy  will 
achieve  anything,  and  the  6hub  has  all  that.  Born, 
or  rather  spawned,  with  a  fancy  for  a  fly,  which  is 
creditable  to  him  in  his  proper  sphere,  he  will  take 
yours  sometimes  under  the  very  nose,  for  all  you 
know,  of  some  well-intentioned  mountain  trout,  and 
fill  twenty  yards  of  precious  water  with  panic  by 
his  lubberly  antics." 

>  Mr.  Bradley  is  evidently  no  friend  of  the  chub, 
but  he  gives  a  really  picturesque  account  of  a  May 
Fly  rise  on  the  Monnow,  a  portion  of  which  I  am 
tempted  to  quote  : — 

'■  There  is  no  sort  of  method  in  the  May  Fly's 
brief  rush  through  life.  Some  are  floating  helpless 
and  bewildered  on  the  water  with  vainly  fluttering 
wings  ;  others  are  pursuing  a  straight  and  steady 
course,  as  if  bound  for  Monmouth,  ilany  are 
rising  with  the  mere  joyous  ecstasy  of  a  new 
existence  to  the  height  of  the  tree  tops,  to  flutter 
slowly  down  again  to  the  sphere  they  were  born  to, 
ever  varying  in  hue  as  they  j)ass  from  sunshine  to 
shadow,  and  from  shadow  to  sunshine,  above  the 
changing  surface  of  the  stream." 


Kiver  Usk,  and  described  their  innumerable  attrac- 
tions, he  gets  back  to  Hereford,  and  starts  on  another 
track  to  Credenhill,  Brinsop,  and  Weobloy.  Ho 
touches  on  Radnorshire,  "  one  of  the  fairest  counties 
that  the  tempered  sun  of  Britain  shines  on,"  a  state- 
ment I  willingly  endorse. 

His  next  journey  is  from  Hereford  to  Ludlow, 
by  Leominster,  Eardisland,  Pembridge,  and  Mor- 
timer's Cross.  The  road  runs  alongside  the  Lugg 
to  the  foot  of  Dinmore  Hill,  and  again  on  the  other 
side  to  Leominster.  It  crosses  the  Lugg  at  the 
foot  of  Dinmore — a  part  of  the  river  quite  familiar 
to  me ;  it  was  once  famous  for  its  splendid  trout 
fishing,  but  years  ago  the  stream  for  miles  was 
dynamited  and  the  fish  destroyed  by  navvies,  a 
trouble  from  which  it  has  not  yet  fully  recovered. 

Leominster,  though  not  a  picturesque  old  town, 
our  author  has  much  to  say  about  its  antiquity,  its 
orchards,  and  its  fine  old  church,  and  he  gives  a 
picture  of  the  "  Ducking-stool  "  preserved  in  the 
church.  He  then  takes  a  circuitous  route  as  far  as 
Eardisland  and  Pembridge  on  the  River  Arrow. 
The  accompanying  sketch  of  Pembridge  Old  Market- 


ing Onny  at  Plowden. 


The  author,  though  well  acquainted  with  Exmoor, 
had  never  heard  of  "  The  Dooncs  "  till  "  Loma 
D.jone  "  came  out.  It  was  so(m  after  its  publication, 
and  when  following  a  pack  of  hounds -vvith  a  friend, 
they  encountered  %  couple  of  well-dressed  tourists. 
Hi.s  companion  recognised  one  of  them  (a  future 
distingui.shed  bi.shop),  who  told  them  that  he  was 
hunting  for  the  Doone  Valley.  "  For  the  vihat  ?  " 
"  Why,  the  Doone  Valley,  of  course,"  replied  the 
other,  and  y)roceeded  to  explain  that  like  everyone 
elH(;  he  had  just  been  reading  "  Lorna  Doone," 
and  was  anxious  to  see  Oare  and  the  Badgworthy 
Water,  and  the  house  of  the  Ridds,  and  all  the  rest 
of  it.  "  Oh  !  you  are  all  right  f(*r  Oare,  but  what  in 
the  world  do  you  want  to  see  it  for  ?  "  "  Good 
Heavens  !  "  cried  the  hca^lmaster,  "  is  it  possible, 
and  on  the  very  soil  itself  !  "  and  he  pulled  a  copy 
of  "  Jjoma  Df)Ono  "  out  of  his  wallet,  and  almost 
shook  it  in  the  face  of  our  rector.  This  was  the 
author's  first  introduction  to  "  Lorna  Doone." 

I  could,  of  course,  in  a  volume  of  this  size,  find 
many  a  bit  to  quote,  but  I  should  occupy  too 
much  of  valuable  space.  After  finding  his  way  to 
t'rickhowell,  Abergavenny,  and  Brecon,  and  the 


flace  shows  the  old  inn  known,  I  think,  as  "  The 
New  Inn,"  where  Piscator  Major,  the  Professor,  and 
the  "  A.  A."  once  lodged,  a  few  years  ago,  while  May 
Fly  fishing  The  Arrow  ;  he  is  as  enthusiastic  as 
ever  about  these  old  villages.  Then  back  to 
Kingsland,  Mortimer's  Ctoss,  Lucton,  Croft,  Burcher, 
Richards'  Castle,  Orleton  and  Ludlow,  all  places  of 
intense  interest. 

To  Ludlow  over  thirty  pages  are  devoted.  Then 
wo  are  brought  to  Wigmoro  and  Leintwardine. 
Here  we  meet  with  the  River  Teme  and  the  Clun:  — 

"  At  the  further  side  of  a  wide  sweep  of  level 
meads  the  village  nestles  picturesquely  at  the  foot 
of  high  hills,  and  the  Teme  meanders  towards  it  in 
wide  and  chastened  current  between  meadowy  banks, 
while  the  Clun  comes  hastening  down  to  join  it  from 
the  north.  Famous  among  border  anglers,  familiar 
by  repute  to  mo.st  anglers  is  the  name  of  Leint- 
wardine." 

Stokesay  Castle,  in  the  Valley  of  the  Onny,  is  a 
place  worth  a  visit,  and  the  fishing  is  good,  but 
very  strictly  preserved. 

The  Onny  at  Plowden  is  the  subject  of  the 
accompanying  sketch:  "The  southern  extremity 


of  the  Longmynd  rises  high  above  the  verdure  that 
fringes  its  northern  bank."  Here  the  author 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  the  trout  of  Plowden 
after  an  interval  of  fifteen  years.  Some  distance 
lower  down  I  and  Piscator  Major  endeavoured 
one  unpropitious  afternoon  in  Juno  last  to  become 
acquainted  with  these  lively  trout,  but  in  vain. 
We  had,  however,  a  delightful  stroll  by  a  very 
charming  little  stream- 
All  the  places  mentioned  in  this  article  and  a, 
vast  number  more  in  the  book  are  familiar  to  me, 
and  I  feel  a  sort  of  personal  pride  that  this  Border-f 
land  Scenery  should  have  been  so  lovingly  exploited 
by  this  genial  author.  The  volume  ought  to  prove 
specially  attractive  to  Borderlanders,  It  is  beauti-i 
fully  got  up,  and  Mr.  Meredith's  over  200  sketcheii 
add  greatly  to  the  charm  of  the  book. 

The  Amatetjb  Anglee. 


FLY  FISHING  FOE  GRAYLING. 

By  "  Halcyon."  .  ; 

{Continued  from  page  324.) 

Continuing  the  list  of  the  most  useful  "  fancy  i5 
flies  for  grayling,  we  come  next  to — 

No.  6.  The  Green  Insect. — Body :  Bright  green 
peacock's  herl ;  hackled  with  a  soft  silver  grey 
hen's  feather.  Hook  :  No.  0,  Kendal  scale,  Thia 
is  an  excellent  fancy  pattern  on  any  river.  It  is 
varied  by  the  addition  of  a  tag  of  red  wool,  and  in 
that  form  it  is  equally  killing  for  dace. 

No.  7.  The  Orange  Bumble. — Body :  Orange 
floss  silk,  ribbed  with  a  strand  of  peacock's  sword 
feather,  and  fine  flat  gold  tinsel ;  hackle,  honey 
dun  cock's,  wrapped  all  down  the  body.  Hook ; 
No.  0,  Kendal  scale.  The  name  "  Bumble  "  was 
originated  in  Derbyshire,  where  the  series  of  flies  so 
called  have  got  a  great  reputation — in  fact,  few  of 
the  local  anglers  would  ever  dream  of  omitting  one 
of  them  from  his  cast.  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  has 
styled  the  above  "  the  Priceless  Bumble." 

No.  8.  The  Honey  Dun  Bumble. — Body  :  Salmon 
coloured  floss  silk,  ribbed  with  a  strand  of  peacock's 
sword  feather,  hackled  with  a  pure  honey  dun  hen's 
feather.  Hook  :  No.  0,  Kendal  scale.  This  was  a 
great  favourite  with  the  late  David  Foster  on  the 
Derbyshire  streams. 

No.  9.  The  Claret  Bumble. — Body :  Claret  floss 
silk,  ribbed  with  a  strand  of  peacock's  sword  feather  ; 
hackle,  medium  blue  dun  cock's.  Hook  :  No.  0, 
Kendal  scale.  This  is  a  capital  fly  during  September 
and  October,  and  kills  almost  on  every  river. 

No.  10.  The  Gold  Tag.— Body:  Bright  green  herl ; 
tag,  broad  gold  tinsel,  hackled  with  a  blood  red 
cock's  hackle.  Hook  :  No.  00,  Kendal  scale.  This 
pattern  is  one  not  generally  known,  but  kills  well  on 
bright  days.  "  Fancy  "  flies  answer  the  best  well 
sunk,  although  they  may  be  fished  dry.  WTien  a 
grayling  takes  the  sunken  fly,  usually  the  only 
indication  given  is  a  bright  gleam  below  the  surface : 
it  therefore  behoves  the  angler  to  watch  the  position 
of  his  flies  very  closely  or  else  he  will  miss  every  fish. 
As  soon  as  ever  you  see  the  gleam,  tighten  your 
line  at  once,  or  it  will  be  too  late. 

There  are  occasions  upon  which  for  some  reason 
or  other  it  is  impossible  to  hook  grayling  ;  you  do 
not  even  feel  them  when  you  strike.  I  have  a  vivid 
recollection  of  such  a  day  on  the  Cover,  a  tributary 
of  the  Yore.  All  through  that  day  did  I  rise  fish 
after  fish,  but  I  could  not  hook  them,  and  in  the  end 
I  only  had  three  fish  in  my  creel.  On  the  following 
day  it  was  just  the  reverse  ;  I  hardly  missed  a  rise, 
the  total  catch  being  twenty-six  fine  grayling.  It 
was  perfectly  inexplicable,  for  apparently  the  water 
was  the  same  height,  the  weather  similar,  and  I 
used  the  same  flies.  I  sometimes  think  that  the 
temperature  of  the  water  affects  grayling,  and  this 
might  have  been  the  case  on  the  day  in  question, 
although  I  did  not  test  it.  i 

And  now  we  come  to  the  most  artistic  method  of 
all  for  fly  fishing  for  grayling — namely,  -nith  the 
dry  fly,  and  I  will  give  what  I  consider  the  ten  best 
patterns  for  this  style  of  fishing  : — 

No.  1.  The  Pale  Autumn  Dun. — Body:  pale 
yellow  silk,  dubbed  ^\'ith  rust-coloiu'ed  squirrel's 
fur  ;  legs,  pale  honey  dun  ;  wings,  thefslaty-blue 
feather  from  a  tern,  set  well  up.  Hook  :  No.  0, 
Kendal  scale.  This  is  one  of  the  best  dry  flies  you 
can  use  for  this  fickle  fish.  Tlie  rusty  Poult  Bloa  is 
the  pattern  to  imitate  it  when  fished  wet ;  but 
when  the  naturals  came  floating  down  on  the 
surface,  then  is  the  time  to  fish  it  dry.  I  once, 
when  fishing  on  the  Wye  at  Bakewell,  gave  a  noted 
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Derbj'shire  angler  one  or  two,  and  he  afterwards 
■wrote  and  told  me  that  it  was  one  of  the  best  patterns 
he  ever  used  on  the  Wye,  Dove,  and  Derwent. 

No.  2.  The  Dark  Autumn  Dun. — Body  :  Heron's 
herl  undyed  ;  legs  and  tail,  purest  blue  dun  hackle  ; 
wings,  snipe.  Hook  :  No.  00,  Kendal  scale.  This 
follows  No.  1  when  the  weather  becomes  colder, 
and  under  such  conditions  it  is  equally  killing. 

No.  3.  The  Silver  Twist. — Body  :  Primrose  silk 
dubbed  with  pale  blue  fur  and  ribbed  with  silver 
wire  ;  hackle  and  tail,  pale  blue.  Hook  :  No.  0, 
Kendal  scale.  This  is  a  new  pattern  and  a  very 
good  killer,  especially  on  bright  days. 

No.  4.  The  Adjutant  Blue. — Body :  A  strand 
from  the  pinion  or  tail  feather  of  an  adjutant, 
stripped  on  the  edge  only,  by  tearing  down  the 
longer  flue  with  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the 
left  hand  ;  legs  and  tail,  blue  Andalusian  hackle  ; 
wings,  medium  starling.  Hook  :  No.  00,  Kendal 
scale.  One  of  Mr.  Halford's  patterns,  and  a  splendid 
autumn  fly.  It  is  an  imitation  of  the  October  tint 
of  the  Iron  Blue. 

No.  5.  The  Little  Marryat.— Body  :  Fur  from  the 
flank  of  an  Australian  opossum  ;  legs  and  tail,  pale 
buff  Cochin  cock  ;  wings,  palest  starling.  Hook  : 
No.  00,  Kendal  scale.  If  I  had  to  select  one  fly, 
it  would  be  this  one,  as  I  have  fished  no  river 
yet  upon  which  it  would  not  kill.  It  was  the 
invention  of  that  prince  of  dry  fly  fishers  the  late 
George  Selwyn  Marryat,  and  when  I  was  fishing  in 
his  company  on  the  Hampshire  Test  in  September, 
1891,  he  told  me  that  he  rarely  used  any  other  fly 
during  August,  September,  and  October.  It  kills 
well  upon  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  as  I  can  testify  to 
from  experience. 

No.  6.  The  Dark  Autumn  Spinner. — Body : 
Orange  silk,  well  waxed  ;  legs  and  tail,  red  hackle  ; 
■wings,  dark  colour  from  a  tern.  Hook  :  No.  00, 
Kendal  scale.  A  new  pattern,  and  kills  trout  as 
well  as  grayling  in  September. 

No.  7.  The  Indian  Yellow.— Body :  Floss  silk, 
the  colour  of  natural  Kussia  leather,  ribbed  with 
bright  lemon  yellow  tying  silk  ;  legs  and  tail,  pale 
buff-coloured  Cochin  cock's  hackle  ;  head,  three  or 
four  turns  of  orange  tying  silk  ;  wings,  the  pale 
slate-coloured  feather  from  under  a  young  grouse's 
wing,  same  as  is  used  for  the  Poult  Bloa.  Hook  : 
No.  00,  Kendal  scale.  One  of  Mr.  Aldam's  favourite 
patterns.  It  is  almost  as  good  a  killer  as  the  Little 
Marryat. 

No.  8.  The  Red  Ant.— Body  :  Orange  tying  silk  ; 
butt,  copper-coloured  peacock's  herl;  legs,  red 
game  cock  ;  wings,  palest  starling.  Hook  :  No.  00, 
Kendal  scale.  A  capital  September  fly :  will  also  kill 
grayling  at  times  during  ant  flights  in  August. 

No.  9.  The  Iron  Blue. — Body :  Orange  and 
purple  silk  twisted  together  and  dubbed  with  blue 
fur  from  a  water  rat ;  legs  and  tail,  dark  blue 
Andalusian  hackle  ;  wings,  tomtit's  tail  feather. 
Hook?:  No.  000,  Kendal  scale.  When  this  jaunty 
little  insect  is  on  the  water,  grayling  go  simply  mad 
over  them  and  rise  on  all  sides  of  you  ;  then  is  the 
time  to  mount  either  this  pattern  or  the  Adjutant 
Blue,  and  stick  close  to  your  work  while  the  rise 
lasts. 

No.  10.  The  Jenny  Spinner. — Body:  Dstached, 
and  formed  of  white  horsehair  worked  onto  an 
imdyed  bristle,  with  a  few  turns  of  crimson  tying 
silk  at  both  ends  ;  tail,  pale  cream  hackle,  hackled 
with  a  badger  cock's  hackle.  Hook :  No.  000, 
Kendal  scale.  This  delicate  little  insect  is  the 
imago  of  No.  9,  and  is  so  tiny  and  transparent  that 
at  times  it  is  difficult  to  tell  at  what  the  fish  are 
rising.  The  above  is  Mr.  Aldam's  pattern  and 
cannot  be  beaten.  It  kills  best  towards  the  close  of 
the  day.  The  best  places  to  fish  with  dry  fly  are 
the  glides  at  the  top  of  a  stream.  Not  many  years 
ago  this  style  of  fishing  was  but  little  practised  in 
Yorkshire.  In  fact,  it  was  supposed  to  only  be  of 
use  on  south  country  streams,  but  on  Oct.  10,  1886, 
I  had  a  practical  illustration  of  its  efficacy,  which 
was  not  thrown  away  on  me.  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  the 
present  Editor  of  the  Field,  and  I  were  fishing 
together  at  Tanfield  on  the  Yore.  We  had  fished 
all  the  morning  with  very  little  success,  although 
both  the  day  and  the  water  wore  perfect.  About 
one  o'clock  we  sat  down  together  on  a  bank  by  the 
side  of  a  fir  plantation,  ate  our  lunch,  and  then, 
lighting  our  pipes,  surveyed  the  beautiful  scene 
before  us.  At  our  feet,  just  above  an  island  covered 
with  willows,  ran  a  typical  grayling  glide,  which  ran 
round  each  side  of  the  island  in  a  ripjding  stream, 
and  the  woodlands  on  the  opposite  bank  wore  most 
picturesque  with  the  gorgeous  autumnal  tints.  In 
iho  middle  of  this  glide  live  or  six  good-sized  grayling 


were  rising  incessantly,  but  I  had  tried  them  with 
every  orthodox  sunk  fly  that  I  could  think  of 
without  any  result.  Suddenly  my  friend  sprang  to 
his  feet  and  announced  his  intention  of  trying  them 
with  a  dry  fly.  After  mounting  several  likely 
patterns  of  duns,  he  put  up  an  Ibis  Red  Tag,  and  at 
the  very  first  cast  he  hooked  one  of  the  obdurate 
fish,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  he  landed  other 
four,  not  one  of  them  less  than  |lb.  Then  the  rise 
ceased,  but  the  lesson  was  one  which  I  have  never 
forgotten. 

One  parting  word  of  advice — always  use  the  finest 
of  tackle  when  in  pursuit  of  grayling,  for  if  you  do 
not  you  will  soon  learn  to  do  so,  for  coarse  gut  is  no 
earthly  use. 


PACIFIC  COAST  SALMON 
FISHEKIES. 

THE  SOCKEYE  SALMON  THREATENED 
WITH  EXTERMINATION. 

This  very  interesting  account  is  taken  by  per- 
mission from  the  Times  : — 

(from  a  correspondent.) 
BELLINGHAM  (WASHINGTON),  Sept.  10. 
The  great  annual  run  of  salmon  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  of  North  America  is  almost  at  an  end.  The 
last  "  sockeye,"  the  greatest  food  fish  in  all  the 
8?as,  has  been  entrapped,  cooked  and  sealed  in  a 
tin  tomb,  and  is  awaiting  shipment,  perhaps  to 
England,  the  chief  consumer  of  salmon  outside  the 
United  States.  The  efforts  of  the  fishermen  are 
now  confined  to  the  capture  of  fall  salmon.  These 
will  be  a  mere  bagatelle  as  compared  with  the  total 
of  40,000,000  salmon  that  have  been  taken  in  the 
last  two  months  between  Sacramento  river,  Cali- 
fornia, and  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska,  a  distance  of  more 
than  3000  miles.  This  year  40,000  men,  women, 
boys,  and  girls  were  employed  in  the  salmon  fishing 
industry  of  the  Pacific  Coast.  They  earned  more 
than  £1,500,000,  and  their  output— 4,000,000  cases 
— is  valued  at  approximately  £4,000,000.  When 
the  fish  were  crowding  the  traps  and  nets  in  hundreds 
of  thousands  every  day,  140  canneries  were  in 
operation,  and  200,000,000  cans  were  required  to 
hold  thp  pick.  In  Bellingham,  Washington,  where 
the  largest  salmon  cannery  and  can  factory  of  the 
world  are  situated,  more  than  300,000  cases  of 
salmon  were  packed  and  .50,000,000  or  60,000,000 
cans  were  manufactured.  At  Anacortes,  close  by, 
400,000  cases  were  packed,  and  on  the  Fraser  river 
twice  that  amount  was  canned.  The  aggregate 
packs,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  at  this  time, 
aie  as  follows  : — Alaska,  1,600,000  cases  ;  British 
Columbia,  1,100,000  ;  Puget  Sound,  900,000  ; 
Columbia  river,  350,000  ;  other  rivers  and  bays, 
1-00,000.  Of  this  total  about  1,700,000  cases  are 
"  sockeyes  "  and  1,400,000  "  Alaska  reds."  The 
remainder  is  composed  of  chinooks,  cohoes,  pLnks 
and  chums. 

World's  Demand  for  Salmok. 
England,  as  usual,  will  import  enormous  quanti- 
ties -  of  canned  salmon,  while  Germany  will  buy 
many  shiploads  of  the  mild-cured  variety.  The 
United  Kingdom's  importation  of  salmon  from  the 
Pacific  Coast  will,  it  is  estimated,  total  not  less  than 
1,200,000  cases  during  the  next  twelve  months. 
Already  orders  have  been  placed  with  Vancouver 
firms  for  500,000  cases  of  sockeyes,  or  about  one- 
third  of  this  year's  pack  of  that  fish.  These  orders 
amount  to  three  times  as  many  sockeyes  as  were 
purchased  by  England  in  1904.  At  £1  4s.,  the 
average  price  per  case,  the  packers  will  receive 
£600,000  from  the  transaction.  The  salmon  will  be 
carried  to  London  and  Liverpool  late  in  1905  or 
early  in  1906  by  Alfred  Holt  and  Company's  steam- 
ship lines.  From  all  parts  of  the  world  comes  the 
demand  for  salmon.  The  daily  consumption  is  now 
about  11,000  cases,  besides  an  annual  total  of 
millions  of  pounds  of  fresh,  salted,  pickled,  smoked, 
and  dried  salmon.  Germany  has  taken  such  a 
liking  for  mild-cured  fish  that  a  large  syndicate  in 
the  Fatherland  has  made  out  plans  to  establish  on 
Puget  Sound  in  the  near  future  at  least  half-a- 
dozen  salteries.  The  market  for  sockeyes  is  the 
■u'orld,  and  they  are  eaten  from  the  Arctic  circle  to 
Tasmania,  on  every  continent,  and  in  distant 
islands  of  the  sea.  The  lower  grades  of  salmon 
have  sustained  the  redoubtable  Japanese  soldier  in 
his  struggle  with  the  Russian  ;  orders  were  placed 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  this  year  for  thousands  of  tons 


of  dog  salmon  to  be  delivered  salted  to  the  Japanese 
army. 

The  Sockeye  in  Danger  of  Extermination. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  salmon  canning  industry 
in  1864  more  than  500,000,000  of  the  five  species  of 
salmon  in  the  Pacific  have  been  slaughtered  to  feed 
the  nations  of  the  world.  The  total  value  of  these 
fish  at  the  conservative  estimate  of  16s.  per  case 
is  £40,000,000.  Each  year  the  demand  has  in- 
creased, until  the  extermination  of  the  sockeye  is 
imminent,  and  the  Governments  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  have  become  aroused,  and  have 
appointed  Commissions,  which  will  meet  this  month 
to  draft  Bills  for  presentation  to  the  Washington 
State  Legislature  and  the  British  Columbia  Parlia- 
ment to  protect  and  preserve  this  branch  of  the 
salmon  tribe.  Early  this  year  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment adopted  a  provisional  Order  in  Council  to 
secure  a  close  season  for  sockeyes  in  1906  and  1908, 
but  as  the  Washington  State  Government  did  not 
take  a  similar  action  the  Order  will  not  come  into 
force  {Financial  and  Commercial  Supplement,  March 
20  and  April  3).  For  years  the  sockeyes  have  been 
pursued  ruthlessly,  with  little  regard  for  the  future, 
but  in  the  last  two  years  it  has  become  plain  that 
they  are  slowly  diminishing,  as  indicated  by  the 
size  of  the  "  runs,"  and  some  attempt  to  ward  off 
total  extinction  has  been  made. 

The  greatest  hope  of  the  cannerymen  lies  in  the 
artificial  propagation  of  sockeyes,  but  it  is  also 
necessary  that  protective  laws  be  passed.  All  do 
not  agree  that  the  sockeyes  are  doomed,  and  such 
theorists  point  to  the  success  of  the  hatcheries, 
backing  their  claims  with  figures  that  appear  to  be 
convincing.  In  1904  the  thirty-six  operating 
hatcheries  of  Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia, 
and  Alaska — the  majority  Government-owned — 
produced  322,646,823  fry,  and  other  hatcheries  are 
being  built  that  will  soon  raise  the  total  annual 
number  of  fry  to  500,000,0(K).  The  Fraser  river  is 
the  home  of  the  sockeyes,  and  along  the  river  and 
small  lakes  and  streams  connecting  with  it,  British 
Columbia  has  built  the  finest  hatcheries  in  the 
world.  It  is  estimated  that  by  the  aitifieial  method 
90  per  cent,  of  the  eggs  are  developed,  or  nine  times 
as  many  as  by  the  natural  process. 

Risks  of  the  Industry.  * 

Salmon  packing  is  a  great  gambling  game.  Not 
one  of  the  players  knows  until  he  has  his  pack  in 
his  warehouse  whether  his  fortune  is  made  or  lost. 
Every  fourth  year,  when  sockeyes  swarm  the  fishing 
grounds  in  the  greatest  numbers,  he  risks  all  his 
resources  and  prepares  to  run  Fate's  gauntlet.  It 
takes  months  to  prepare  for  a  season,  but  in  six 
weeks  the  game  with  the  sockeyes  is  ended.  Begin- 
ning early  Ln  July,  the  fish  run  until  late  in  August. 
The  strain  is  severe  on  all  concerned  for  three 
weeks,  and  the  canneries  and  trapmen  are  busy 
day  and  night.  In  1901,  the  best  year  in  the  history 
of  the  industry,  5,040,961  cases  were  packed,  but 
there  were  millions  of  fish  that  could  not  be  utilised. 

This  year,  one  of  the  fourth  cycles,  the  run  was 
at  least  a  million  cases  less  than  was  expected,  but, 
nevertheless,  fortunes  were  made.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  Pacific  American  Fisheries,  owners  of  the 
world's  largest  salmon  cannery,  will  clear  £140,000. 
The  profit  on  the  entire  coast  pack  will  be  perhaps 
£1,500,000,  even  if  present  prices  do  not  rise,  as  it 
is  believed  here  that  they  will.  The  Alaska  Packers' 
Association,  chief  of  the  salmon-packing  concerns, 
has  since  1893  canned  12,000,000  cases,  and  paid 
dividends  of  more  than  £1,000,000.  This  gigantic 
corporation,  which  controls  the  salmon  market,  owns 
twenty-one  canneries,  and  has  a  fleet  of  eighty-one 
vessels,  sixty  of  which  are  steamers. 

The  British  Columbia  cannerymen  also  have  been 
enriched  by  this  season's  run.  They  had  more  fish 
than  they  could  handle,  and  were  forced  to  put  a 
limit  of  200  fish  on  each  boat  for  days.  The 
province's  largest  cannery  should  clear  more  than 
£100,000. 

Preparations  for  a  Run. 
The  preparation  for  the  salmon  run  begins  in  . 
the  dense  lir  forests.  In  the  late  winter  and  early 
spring  months  hundreds  of  men  armed  ■with  keen 
double-blade  axes  attack  the  second-growth  timber, 
peel  off  the  bark,  and  shape  it  for  trap  pUes. 
Washington  alone  uses  40,000  piles  annually,  and 
in  the  last  ten  years  many  square  miles  of  fir  trees 
have  been  cut  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  trapmen. 
A  large  trap  requires  400  piles,  and  costs  £1500  to 
build.  After  being  cut,  the  piles  are  hauled  to  the 
water's  edge,  collected  in  "  booms,"  and  towed  to 
the  trap  sites  by  tugs.    There  they  are  grappled  by 
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pile  drivers — ^ladder-like  projections  built  on  a  scow 
supporting  a  steam  engine,  and  from  fifty  to  seventy- 
five  feet  high.  These  are  equipped  with  ponderous 
metal  hammers,  the  best  of  which  can  strike  eiglity 
or  more  times  per  minute.  When  the  piles  arc 
driven  deeply  enough,  the  battered  tops  are  sawed 
off  and  heavy  timbers  or  caps  "  are  placed  on 
them.  To  these  are  attached  the  great  nets,  which 
are  each  capable  of  holding  from  5000  to  75,000 
fish.  In  1901  in  one  trap  a  grand  total  of  500,000 
fish  was  taken.  The  trap  proper  consists  of  the 
"  pot,"  the  centre,  where  the  fish  first  enter,  and 
the  "  spiller,"'  an  addition  now  frequently  seen. 
As  the  fi.sh  swim  on  their  way  to  the  spawning 
grounds  they  encounter  the  "  leads,"  pile  extensions, 
often  half-a-milo  long.  Into  this  enclosure  they 
swim  until  they  reach  the  "  heart,"  which  is  trian- 
gular with  L-shaped  obstructions  at  the  entrance. 
From  these  narrow  quarters  the  salmon  crowd 
through  the  timnel  of  the  trap  into  the  net.  Once 
in  that  prison  there  is  no  opportunity  to  escape, 
unless  a  storm  or  a  savage  shark  demolishes  it. 

Development  of  the  Canneries. 

■UTien  a  trap  is  full  of  fish,  scows  are  hauled  along- 
side it  and  one  is  poled  into  the  trap.  Then  a 
brail  net  is  lowered  into  the  pot,  and  when  it  is 
filled  with  fish  a  steam  hoist  on  an  adjacent  tug 
empties  it  into  the  scow.  This  is  repeated  until 
the  trap  is  empty.  The  scows  are  towed  to  the 
canneries,  arriving  usually  at  night  or  early  morninp. 
There  the  fish  are  pitched  into  conveyors  with  forks 
and  carried  into  the  canneries,  where  by  many 
nimble  fingers  and  much  intricate  machinery  they 
are  prepared  for  the  market.  The  salmon  in  some 
plants  are  relieved  of  their  tails,  fins,  and  entrails 
by  long  rows  of  Chinamen  ;  in  others  machinery 
does  this  work.  In  the  big  Bellingham  carmery  the 
nine  lines  of  machinery  have  a  capacity  of  about 
1000  pound-cans  per  minute.  In  this  and  other 
canneries  the  Chinese  and  their  formidable-looking 
butcher  knives  are  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past, 
and  in  a  few  years  the  profits  of  the  wealthy 
Chinese  contractors  will  dwindle  amazingly.  From 
the  cleaning  machines  the  fish  pass  to  the  canners, 
cookers,  crimpers,  solderers,  counters,  lacquerers, 
labellers,  etc.,  and  finally  to  the  boxes  for  shipment. 
The  boxes  are  nailed  vrith  cement-coated  nails  by 
machinery.  The  cannery  employes  earn  good  wages, 
and  experts  among  them  take  from  half  a  sovereign 
to  a  sovereign  per  day. 

The  canneries  will  soon  be  as  economical  as  the 
Chicago  meat  packers  in  the  utilisation  of  waste 
products.  The  heads  and  tails  are  now  manufac- 
tured into  fertilisers,  and  experiments  in  preparing 
the  salmon  eggs  for  consumption  are  being  conducted. 
Hundreds  of  tons  of  eggs  are  now  discarded  each 
season,  but  it  is  propo.sed  to  salt  and  spice  them, 
steam  them  in  tins  until  cooked,  and  export  them 
to  Russia,  where  they  are  regarded  as  a  delicacy. 

The  universal  use  of  traps  by  the  cannerymen  bids 
fair  to  ruin  the  seiners  and  gill  nctters,  who,  before 
the  introduction  of  the  traps,  had  a  monopoly  on 
the  salmon  catch.  This  year,  in  .spito  of  the  heavy 
run,  they  lost  thousands  of  dollars  because  they 
were  able  to  sell  only  a  small  part  of  their  catches. 
The  majority  of  the  seiners  expended  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  in  equipping  their  boats  with 
machinery  to  handle  their  nets,  and  they  are 
exceedingly  disappointed  as  a  whole  with  the 
season's  results.  The  seiners  and  gill  netters  con- 
stitute a  very  large  part  of  the  fishermen  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  Fully  4000,  it  is  said,  are  affected 
by  the  traps.  On  the  Frazer  river  this  year  there 
were  about  300  miles  of  netting.  At  the  river's 
mouth  hundreds  of  boats  were  only  a  few  rods 
apart.  Most  of  them  caught  more  fish  than  they 
could  sell,  and  were  compelled  to  throw  them  into 
the  stream. 

The  cannerj'men  of  Puget  Sound  and  the  Frazer 
river  may  decide  not  to  fish  next  year.  Many 
think  the  run  will  be  small,  and  that  the  returns 
will  not  be  worth  the  expense.  They  also  think  that 
it  would  be  good  policy  not  to  molest  the  sockeyes  for 
a  year  or  two.  If  fishing  is  abandoned  for  two 
years  the  present  salmon  supply  will  probably  meet 
all  demands,  iin  it  is  estimated  that  there  is  a 
visible  supply  of  approximately  5,000,0(X)  cases, 
including  old  stock  on  hand. 


Fish  bones  can  be  effectively  expelled  from  the 
throat  by  giving  from  four  to  six  ounces  of  milk, 
and  forty  minutes  later  an  emetic  dose  of  zinc 
sulphate.  The  vomit  of  coagulated  milk  carries 
the  b  ine  h'^^n^e  it  as  a  rule. 


AN  AUTUMN  MOENING'S  CATCH. 


[Taken  from  the  Aberdeenshire  Don.  The  heaviest, 
a  cock  fish,  was  lured  by  «.  natural  giulgeon,  and 
gave  thirty  minutes'  exciting  sport.  The  other  two 
were  captured  on  a  "  Lady  Caroline,"  a  favourite 
fly  on  the  Don.] 

A  THIRTY-FOUNDER  nico  and  clean, 

A  twenty- pound  fish,  too. 
Another  one  of  seventeen. 

Each  run  from  sea  anew  ; 
A  true  and  pretty  photograph. 

To  show  the  bonny  batch. 
Grassed  from  the  stream  by  gillie's  gaff— 

An  autuma  morning's  catch  ! 

In  vain  each  fly  I'd  try  for  long. 

My  mind  with  doubts  deranged, 
Till  once  again  the  winch's  song 

Told  mo  the  luck  had  changed. 
Whilst  "  head  and  tail  "  a  "  salar  "  good 

Did  gleaming  rise  to  snatch 
My  feathered  lure  in  meaning  mood — 

First  fish  of  morning's  catch  ! 

Then  second  to  my  rod  did  fall. 
Of  somewhat  sm  iller  weight. 

And  soon  I  thought  the  sport  was  all  j 
About  to  terminate. 


When  still  a  third  one  to  the  line 

His  form  did  fast  attach 
To  make  complete  the  trio  fine — 
[       IVIy  autumn  morning's  catch  ! 

A  thirty-pounder,  grand  and  clean, 

A  twenty-pounder,  too, 
A  third  bright  fish,  weight  seventeen, 

All  true  in  shape  and  hue. 
Are  sights  to  make  an  angler  laugh. 

Their  picture  what  could  match  ? 
I  sing  with  joy  their  epitajjh — 

An  autuma  morning's  catch  ! 

']  1   [,  — C.  J.  H.  Cassels. 


ENCOUEAGING  PISCATOKIAL 
NEWS  FKOM  AUSTEALIA. 

I  AM  sure  that  many  anglers  will  read  the 
following  extracts  from  the  annual  report  of  the 
Victorian  Piscatorial  Council  with  great  interest. 
I  regret  to  hear  that  the  president,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Kingsbury,  has  been  too  ill  to  attend  meetings. — • 
R.  B.  M. 

"In  presenting  this  the  fourth  annual  report  the 
executive  desires  to  congratulate  the  affiliated 
societies  on  the  vast  amount  of  important  and 
effective  work  accomplished  by  their  delegates 
during  the  year.  That  the  good  work  done  in  the 
past  by  the  council  has  been  appreciated  is  sljown 


in  the  fact  that  during  the  year  thirt<^on  additional 
angling  societies  have  become  affiliated.  It  is 
sincerely  hoped  that  the  s(!veral  societies  still 
unaffiliated  will  join  during  the  ensuing  year.  The 
executive  records  with  pardonable  pride  having 
obtained  from  the  Victorian  railway  authorities 
the  very  valuable  concession  of  free  rail  carriaga 
for  acclimatised  trout,  fry,  and  yearlings  for  re- 
stocking purposes  (previously  charged  pircel  rates), 
and  holiday  excursion  fares  at  any  part  of  the  year 
for  attendants  over  all  Victorian  linijs.  The  com- 
missioners deserve  the  hearty  thaiki  of  all 
pisciculturists  for  their  generous  rispo.ise  to  tho 
council's  application,  and  Mr.  Fr.'d  O'Dee,  who 
conducted  tho  negotiations  on  behalf  of  tho 
council,  is  to  bo  congratulated  on  the  successful 
result  that  attended  his  efforts.  Th^  issu'^  of 
certificates  for  free  carriage,  etc.,  was  entrusted  to 
the  council,  and  tho  fact  that  since  June  20  last 
over  26,000  yearling  trout  have  bsen  carried  and 
liberated  in  various  parts  of  the  state,  shows  the 
keen  appreciation  with  which  tho  concession  has 
been  greeted.  With  a  view  to  further  facilitating 
the  stocking  of  our  streams  with  valuable  fish,  the 
council  on  Feb.  15  of  current  year  m-ide  a  vigorous 
effort  to  have  the  annual  Government  grant  to  the 
acclimatisation  societies  at  Ballarat  and  Gaclong 
increased  to  £200,  and  though  unsuccessful  in 
obtaining  the  full  amount,  tho  Cascf  Secretary 


(Sir  Samuel  Gillott)  consented  to  double  tha 
existing  grant,  and  give  the  societies  £50  apiece, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Government  M'ill  S  'e  its 
way  to  make  a  further  increase  in  the  near  future. 
The  annual  conference  under  the  council  s  auspices 
took  place  in  tho  Pianola  Hall,  Collins-street, 
Melbourne,  on  Nov.  2,  1904.  The  attendance, 
though  not  as  large  as  might  have  been  desired, 
was  of  a  representative  character,  and  the  standard 
of  work  done  of  a  very  high  order,  embracing  the 
questions  of  hon.  inspectors  of  fi.sheries,  amending 
Fisheries'  Act,  metropolitan  hatchery,  interstate 
hatchery  for  Murray  fish,  close  seasons,  and 
pollution  of  streams.  It  is  earnestly  desired  that 
tho  members  of  fish  protection  societies  should 
avail  themselves  of  this  annual  opportunity  of 
publicly  discussing  the  wide  range  of  piscatorial 
matters  affecting  th^ir  interests.  The  executive 
wish  to  acknowledge  in  the  very  highest  sense 
their  appreciation  of  the  splendid  support  and 
eo-operaiion  accorded  to  the  council  by  fish  pro- 
tection societies  and  angling  clubs  throughout  the 
state,  and  feel  assured  that  a  continuance  of  same, 
and  the  marked  enthusiasm  displayed  in  piscatorial 
matters  during  the  past  year,  will  tend  to  a  rapid 
improvement  of  the  fisheries  of  Victoria.  In 
conclusion,  the  executive  desires  to  most  heartily 
thank  Mr.  F.  D  Dee,  the  council's  hon.  secretary, 
for  the  large  amount  of  invaluable  work  which  he 
has  in  that  office  performed,  and  congratulates  the 
affiliated  societies  on  the  fact  that  Mr.  O'Dee  has 
consented  to  act  in  the  same  capacity  during  the 
coming  year. 
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SALMON  FISHING  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND  DUEING  THE  SEASON  OF  1905. 


A  NtnMBEB  of  gentlemen  in  Scotland  met  to 
discuss  the  causes  of  the  great  decrease  of  salmon 
in  their  rivers.  An  old  Highlander  was  asked  to 
give  his  opinion.  He  declared,  "  If  there's  nae 
watter  there'll  be  nae  fush."  "  Watter "  is  an 
essential  element,  we  all  know,  but  there  may  be 
too  much  "  watter."  It  is  from  excessive  floods 
and  a  cold,  damp  spring  that  we  have  suffered 
this  season.  The  fish  were  late  in  ascending  the 
rivers,  and  the  wet  weather  produced  a  regular 
plague  of  flies.  Several  of  our  southern  rivers, 
such  as  the  Grand  and  Little  River  Codroy,  Harry's 
Brook,  and  other  streams  in  St.  George's  Bay, 
have  now  been  most  carefully  protected  from  nets, 
poachers,  and  all  other  ob-structions  for  the  past 
few  years,  I  predicted  that  in  consequence,  not 
only  would  there  be  a  groat  increase  of  fish,  but  also 
that  very  large  salmon  would  eventually  be  caught 
by  anglers.    The  well-known  sportsman.  Sir  Bryan 


Leigh  ton,  Bart.,  and  Lady  Leighton'were  out  in 
Newfoundland  this  season.  Sir  Bryan  rather 
^•idiculed  my  prediction  until  in  the  Grand  River 
Codroy  he  hooked  and  hold  a  40-pounder.  He 
held  the  fish  for  about  half  an  hour,  saw  him 
jump  quite  close  to  him,  but  as  he  was  badly 
hooked  he  eventually  lost  him.  As  Sir  Bryan  says, 
ho  has  seen  plenty  of  monster  salmon  in  British 
Columbia,  so  ho  could  not  be  mistaken  about  the 
size,  which  he  states  was  between  35lb.  and  40lb. 
The  wardens  before  that  informed  mo  that  late 
last  season  they  saw  numbers  of  very  big  fish  in  the 
pools.  A  large  number  of  anglers  wont  this  year 
to  the  Upper  Humbor,  and  all  caught  a  great  many 
fish,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  specially  large 
salmon  being  taken,  plenty  of  20-pounder8,  but 
no  record  fish,  It  was  the  same  at  Little  River 
Codroy.  The  biggest  take  was  a  2fi-pounder,  by 
Dr.  W.  C.  Woodward,  of  Middleborough,  Massa- 


chusetts, U.S.  The  veteran  angler,  F.  J.  Daggett, 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  who  is  generally  high 
liner  on  this  river  (last  year  he  took  a  ,36-pounder), 
had  nothing  heavier  than  a  14-pounder  this  year. 
Everyone  is  agreed  about  the  immense  number  of 
fish  in  the  rivers,  but  they  were  extraordinarily 
capricious,  often  sulky,  and  would  not  look  at  a 
fly.  Soa-trout  were,  as  usual,  plentiful,  and  Colonel 
Nicholson  caught  one  GUh.  The  highest  average 
so  far  in  our  southern  rivers  had  been  5lb.,  but  on 
the  west  coast  there  are  several  streams  where  the 
fish  run  to  7lb.  and  8lb.,  and  on  the  Labrador  sea- 
trout  of  lOlb.,  and  oven  121b.,  are  quite  common. 
I  send  you  the  returns  of  the  fish  caught  at  Little 
River  Codroy,  the  reports  from  the  other  rivers 
have  not  yet  been  sent  in.  Great  Codroy  River 
shows  well.  D.  W.  Pbowse. 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 
Oct.  26,  1905. 


REPORT  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  CAUGHT  WITH  THE  FLY  AT  LITTLE  RIVER  CODROY,  NEWFOUNDLAND, 
COMPILED  BY  TOMPKINS  BROTHERS,  AFTON  FARM,  LITTLE  CODROY,  1905. 


Name  of  Angler. 


Lieut. -Col.  Nicholson 


Tliomas  Smyth 
>> 

A.  L.  Cross 

Captain  G.  F.  Trotter 

C.  W.  Demick .  . 


E.  J.  Thompson,  M.D. 

,?  >> 
Judge  Bolster  . . 
W.  C.  Woodward,  M.D. 

F.  Allen 
Judge  Harmon 

C.  L.'  Bagg,  M.b.      . '. 

F.  J.  Daggett 


Rev.  Dr.  Woods 
Dr.  E.  J.  Keffor 


A.  G.  Nosbitt  . . 
Alfred  H.  'Peiffer 
Dr.  W.  E."steilo 

>,  »» 
C.  Frank  Boughton 


Where  From. 


England 


St.  John's,  Newfoundland 


Scotland 
Ottawa 

Boston,  United  States 


Lynn,  Massachusetts,  United  States  . 

9)  »»  >9 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

Washington,  D.C.,  United  States 

99  99  99 

Middleborough,  Massachusetts,"  U.S.  . 

Boston,  Massachusetts,  United  States. 
Lynn,  Massachusetts,  LTnited  States  . 

New  York,  United  States 

99  99  99 

Boston,  United  States 


Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  United 
Philadelphia,  United  States 


States . 


Kingston,  Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia,  United  States 

99  99 

Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  LTnited  States 

99  99  99 

Brooklyn,  New  York,  United  States  . 


Date. 


No.  OF  Fish. 


Weights. 


Aug. 


May  22  .. 

23  .. 

„     25  .. 

27  .. 

28 

July  14 

„      18  .. 

99  21  .. 

,9      24  .. 
25  ., 
Aug.    2  .. 
8  .  . 
1!)  .. 
„     22  .. 
„      30  .. 
Sept.    1  .. 
June  27  . . 

99         28  .. 

1!)  .  . 

„  30  .. 
July  10 

12  .. 

„      13  .. 

99  19  .. 

„     25  .. 
„      26  .. 
„      31  .. 
14  .  . 
16  .. 
July  24  .. 

„      26  . . 
Aug.    8  . . 
July  10  .  . 
Aug.    3  .. 
8  .. 
2  .. 

4  .  . 
2 

"       4  .. 

5  .. 

7  .. 

18  .. 

19  .. 
„  21  .. 
„  23  .  . 
>,  25  .  . 
„      26  .. 

1  .  . 

6  .. 
„       9  .. 

July  28  .. 
Aug.    4  . . 

8  .. 
„  16  .. 
„  25  .. 
99  28  .. 
„      31  .. 

July  26  .. 

„      27  .. 
Aug.  13  to  Sopt 
Sept.  2    .  . 
Aug.  21  .. 
„      26  .. 
„      27  .. 
„      29  .. 
31  .. 
1  .. 
4  .. 


Sept. 


2 
4 
4 
3 
4 
1 
1 
3 
1 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
I 
1 
2 
1 
1 
'  1 
I 
I 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
38 

1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 


81b.,  S^lb. 

101b.,  3Ib.,  31b.,  31b. 
121b.,  81b.,  31b.,  31b. 
151b.,  81b.,  31b. 
81b.,  41b.,  3Jlb.,  31b. 
111b.  ♦ 
11  lb. 

4Jlb.,  31b.,  31b. 
14Jlb. 

20i\h.,  121b.,  12lb.,  I21b. 

3 Jib.,  4ilb. 

4ilb. 

51b.  , 

4ilb. 

51b. 

51b.,  51b. 

121b. 

101b. 

91b.,  41b. 
101b. 
101b. 
91b. 
41b. 
11  lb 
41b.  ^ 
51b.  I 
181b. 

101b.,  111b 
101b.,  91b. 
41b. 

51b.,  41b. 

261b. 

151b. 

151b. 

171b. 

31b. 

41b. 

31b.,  41b. 

121b.,  111b..  121b.,  41b 

41b. 

41b. 

101b. 

121b. 

141b. 

121b. 

141b. 

121b. 

121b. 

41b. 

91b.,  121b.,  131b. 

41b. 

41b. 

151b. 

l.'ilb.,  161b. 
41b. 

3 1 13.,  41b. 
8ilb. 

13.Ub.,  31b.,  41b. 
r2fb. 

Largest  fish  241b.,  10  average  weight  171b. 
One  day's  catch,  241b.,  201b.,  IS^lb. 
201b. 
121b. 

161b.,  121b. 
31b.,  31b. 
141b. 
251b. 

llilb.,  11  Jib. 


There  were  no  detailed  accounts  of  trout  kept;    Aug.  8  to  25,  twenty-fivo  sea-trout,  lib.  to  5lb.    Colonel  Nicholson  caught  largest  trout,  G^b. 
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FINE  SPORT  AT  VANCOUVER. 


The  following  letter  and  photograph  have  been 
received  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  the  London 
and  North  British  Works,  Alnwick,  from  one  of 
their  customers.  It  certainly  speaks  well  for  the 
excellence  of  their  tackle  :— 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  recently  returned  from  a 
second  tour  through  Canada,  and  had  even  better 
fishing  than  last  year.  Fishing  again  from  the 
Campbell  River  Hotel,  Vancouver  Island,  with  one 
of  your  '  Murdoch  '  rods,  in  thirty-eight  days  I 
caught  688  salmon,  weighing  5254:^lb.,  best  fish 
50lb.  ;  best  catches  thirty-six  salmon  weighing 
2751b.  in  five  hours,  and  forty-four  weighing  3301b. 
in  six  hours. 

"  In  this  best  catch,  using  one  of  your  2^-inch 
fish-scale  backed  spoons,  I  caught  twenty-four 
salmon  without  missing  one,  then  the  top  triangle 


men  in  Tenby  in  those  days  were  in  a  minority,  and, 
sorry  though  I  be  to  relate  it,  Nos.  2  and  3  of  our 
crew  displayed  unmistakable  signs  of  an  over- 
night's carouse  on  that  eventful  morning  in  April 
when  our  little  craft,  newly  plugged,  tarred,  and 
painted,  lay  at  anchor  ready  to  receive  her  cargo. 

The  morning  was  delightful,  with  a  fair  wind,  and 
Neptune  Seemingly  in  his  very  best  mood ;  every- 
thing seemed  to  point  to  a  successful  run  of  five 
hours — that  is,  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m. — which  was  duly 
notified  to  our  patrons  across  the  channel.  Our 
captain  having  felt  his  way  out  into  the  open  sea 
by  lug-sail  only,  gave  the  order,  "  Hoist  full  sail!  " 
to  which  our  little  skiff  answered  right  merrily, 
and  was  indeed  a  thing  of  beauty  on  the  big 
waters.  In  one  short  half  hour,  however,  "  the 
spell  was  broken."  "  Hope's  happy  dream  -was 
o'er."  "  Shorten  sail !  "  roared  the  captain,  and 
at  very  short  intervals  was  repeated  until  not  a  rag 
of  canvas  was  left  but  the  lug,  and  even  that  could 


Five  Hours'  Sport. 
Thirty-six  salmon,  weighing  2751b.,  taken  on  the  Campbell  River,  Vancouver  Island. 


caught  in  the  boat's  keel  and  the  salmon  tore  off. 
I  caught  about  eighty  salmon  with  that  spoon,  and 
then  lost  it  through  the  upper  ring  breaking. 

"  I  also  had  glorious  sport  on  the  Nipigon  river, 
catching  several  lake  trout  of  I21b.  each.  My 
average  was  over  41b. — Yours  truly, 

"  Leopold  Layard. 

"  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  Alnwick." 


CROSSING  THE  BRISTOL 

CHANNEL  WITH  TROUT  FRY. 


To  establish  a  snug  little  House  hatchery  on  the 
shores  of  a  fashionable  watering-place  sounds  all 
very  nice,  but  to  go  to  sea  with  your  product  is 
quite  another  matter,  as  the  following  will  go  far 
to  prove. 

The  scene  of  my  exploits  is  Tenby,  South  Wales, 
and  the  period  1893.  My  output  in  the  spring  of 
that  year  was  about  30,fXK)  reared  from  my  own 
stock  fish — fario,  levenensis ^and  fontinalis — which  I 
haxl  sold  down  to  a  few  thousands.  As  to  these,  I 
had  written  to  the  authorities  at  Ilfracombe.  The 
body  corporate  of  that  place  as  a  whole  gave  little 
hope  of  trading  with  me  ;  but  be  it  said  (and  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  recording  it)  that  two  leading 
spirits  of  that  illustrious  body,  more  patriotic  than 
the  rest,  decided  to  take  the  fish  on  their  own  account 
and  present  them  to  the  town. 

A  glance  at  the  map  will  show  that  to  deliver  by 
rail  meant  a  long  and  tedious  journey,  possibly  200 
or  2.5(»  miles,  with  many  changes,  and  possibly 
delays.  Across  the  channel  it  .seemed  but  a  pistol 
shot — forty  miles  really — the  Devon  range  being 
visible  on  a  clear  day  with  the  naked  eye.  Heigh-ho 
for  the  sea  !  says  I.  The  boat  I  chose  was  a  lug- 
sail,  one  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen  tons,  an  old 
craft,  but  said  to  be  very  .seaworthy.    Her  owner, 

D  (an  excellent  seaman,  who  knew  every  rock 

and  dangerous  bar  anent  that  wild  coast),  was 
himself  a  pilot,  and  to  boot  a  tf;mporance  man.  So 
to  him  I  entrusted,  with  every  feeling  of  security, 
both  my  own  life,  that  of  a  young  friend,  and  ai.so 
my  precious  fish-    Let  me  here  say^that  temperance 


not  be  left  without  a  careful  hand  ready  for  the 
"  let  go."  The  gale,  now  at  its  height,  was  indeed 
a  terrible  one.  Our  little  skilf,  now  in  the  deep 
trough  of  the  sea,  now  with  her  bows  rising  almost 
perpendicularly  to  meet  the  successive  crests  of 
those  mountains  of  water,  and  the  heavy  sprays 
sweeping  her  decks  over  and  over,  battled  bravely 
on.  To  make  matters  worse,  our  young  passenger 
and  one  of  the  crew  lay  in  the  smoke -hole  bolstered 
up  with  old  rags  of  sail  and  fishing  nets  dead  sick. 
Thus,  only  three,  the  captain,  first  mate,  and 
myself,  remained  "  A.S.,"  the  former  holding  on 
bravely  to  his  rudder,  the  second  to  his  lug-sail 
grappling  rope,  and  the  third  to  his  precious  fish- 
cans.  Strange  to  say,  that  in  these  trying  moments, 
when  less  than  half  a  degree  lay  between  us  and 
death,  the  brave  No.  3  was  only  afraid  once,  and 
that  has  been  ever  since.  Why  it  did  not  occur  at 
the  time,  the  proverbial  saying  may  explain,  "  If 
ignorance  is  bliss,  'tis  folly  to  be  wise."  The  gale, 
with  the  flood  tide  running  hard  up  channel, 
together  with  the  haze  obscuring  all  view  of  land, 
had  caused  us  to  overrun  the  narrow  entrance 
(between  those  terrible  rocks)  to  the  port  of  landing, 
and  this  meant  two  hours'  hard  beating  back. 
True,  the  pilot  boats  came  to  offer  their  aid,  but  our 
worthy  captain,  of  iron  will,  was  the  last  man  to 
sacrifice  his  prestige  by  accepting  it.  However,  we 
landed  after  doing  hard  battle  for  nine  weary 
hours. 

Gloomy  apprehensions  of  shipwreck  were  freely 
circulated  in  Tenby,  the  weather  cones  of  both 
places  were  hoisted,  and  nothing  but  a  lifeboat  was 
allowed  to  leave  harbour.  However,  a  kindly  inter- 
change of  wires  by  the  harbour  masters  put  our 
friends'  hearts  at  rest. 

Our  two  good  patrons  at  the  other  end  con- 
gratulated us  warmly  on  our  safety,  and  recom- 
mended dry  clothes  and  warm  decoctions  ad  libitum  ; 
but,  alas  !  they  had  given  us  up,  and  at  that  late 
hour  neither  man  nor  beast  could  be  requisitioned 
to  deliver  the  cargo  to  the  distant  reservoirs.  A 
lively  argument  ensued,  in  which  "  Piscator " 
eventually  got  the  better,  and  every  fish,  tainted  as 
they  were  with  the  briny,  were  turned  out  lively  and 


well.  I  heard  afterwards  that  an  earlier  batch  of 
fish  had  suffered  in  transit,  and  with  all  deference  to 
my  two  worthy  patrons  (good  men  and  true),  I 
think  they  had  decided  to  put  my  fish  to  a  severe 
test. 

The  storm  raged  through  the  second  day,  but  the 
third  morning  opened  with  the  usual  calm  after 
storm,  and  the  desire  for  home  l>eing  very  strong  in 
myself  and  young  friend,  we  paid  our  hotel  bill  and 
went  in  search  of  the  merry  teetotal  captain  and  his 
crew  (but  he,  alas  !  had  fallen  from  his  high  estate). 
We  found  them  at  last — but  how  ?  Well,  to  put  a 
fine  point  upon  it — enjoying  themselves  as  seamen 
only  can  when  they  find  the  right  place  ;  but  all 
thoughts  of  home  and  the  return  journey  for  some 
hours  to  come  was  quite  out  of  the  question. 

Between  and  among  us  the  fish  money  had 
evaporated,  and  had  it  not  been  that  the  writer  had 
spare  cash  in  hand,  it  might  have  been  a  case  for 
the  reheving  officer,  to  Devon's  honour  and  Tenby's 
disgrace,  for  my  brave  captain  and  crew,  according 
to  their  own  admissions,  had  not  tasted  solid  food 
since  our  arrival  in  port.  In  this  fact  lay  our 
salvation.  I  procured  towards  evening  of  that,  the 
third  day,  a  basket  of  provisions  and  a  well-filled 
jar  of  malt  product.  With  these,  the  brave  sons  of 
Bacchus  were  magnetised  aboard  their  own  skiff 
lying  alongside  the  pier,  and  as  the  banquet  pro- 
ceeded were  taken  in  tow,  run  out  to  the  open  sea, 
and  there  left  solitary  and  helpless  to  soliloquise  in 
a  dead  calm  without  a  breath  of  wind  to  point  us 
homeward.  Nay,  the  Fates  were  inexorable — for, 
in  a  dense  fog,  the  tide  swept  us  helplessly  back  for 
miles  in  the  opposite  direction  for  Bristol  right  in 
the  track  of  the  huge  trading  steamers,  and  in  our 
helpless  condition  it  is  absolutely  certain  we  should 
have  been  cut  down  in  the  blinding  fog  at  midnight 
by  one  of  them,  had  not  her  "  look  out  "  recogni.sed 
our  little  danger  light  in  the  nick  of  time,  and  so 
shifted  his  course.  As  the  majestic  ship  slid  past 
us,  the  very  wash  from  her  sides  seemed  to  belittle 
our  frail  craft,  as  she  trembled  on  each  succeeding 
crest,  teaching,  indeed,  that  lesson  of  the  sea  that 
there  is  danger  in  calm  as  well  as  in  storm.  Thus 
for  eight  long  hours  of  besetting  danger — that  is. 
from  6  p.m.  to  2  a.m. — we  lay  at  the  mercy  of  every 
enemy,  our  food  and  drink  exhausted,  whistling  for 
the  zephyrs,  but  they  came  not.  At  last — at  last, 
came  the  gentle  puff,  and  the  trembling  sheets 
answered  it,  bearing  as  gently  homeward.  Dead 
sick  for  water,  we  put  out  our  small  boat,  and  a 
passing  ship  at  daybreak  generously  gave  us  of 
that  which,  in  a  worse  case,  has  saved  many  a  life. 
Our  progress  was  slow,  but  fifteen  hours'  travail 
gave  birth  to  home  congratulatiohs. 

One  experience  like  this  is  quite  enough  to  last  a 
landsman  a  lifetime.  I  left  the  sea  soon  after  and 
have  not  seen  it  since.  My  young  friend  has  gone 
over  to  the  majority,  but  I  trust  my  good  captain 
and  his  crew  still  survive  the  perils  of  land  and  sea. 
that  they  have  prospered  and  reformed  the  little 
errors  of  their  past  lives,  are  all  teetotal,  and  have 
become  good  husbands  and  fathers.  Should  they 
read  this,  I  know  that  they  will  not — nay,  cannot— 
refute  much  that  I  have  said  of  both  them  and 
myself.  F.  S.  Peekin. 


SEA  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

By  "  Ownwee." 

I.— OFF^  ARRAN  ISLAND. 

Ireland's  yield  of  salmon  and  trout  is  so  good 
that  comparatively  little  attention  is  given  to  the 
coarse  fishing  off  the  coast.  It  offers  sport  of  an 
exceptional  character  under  conditions  the  most 
exhilarating  and  amidst  scenery  unsurpassed  for  its 
beauty  in  the  British  Isles.  The  romantic  bays 
studded  with  islands,  the  rugged  cliffs,  the  sea 
chameleon  in  its  changing  hues,  as  it  sweeps  over 
multiform  beds  of  rock,  sand,  and  weeds  are  elements 
in  the  pleasure  worth  cultivating. 

The  salmon  rivers  in  Ireland  are,  with  few  excep- 
tions, within  easy  reach  of  good  coast  fishing.  WTien 
sport  amongst  the  big  game  becomes  dull — a  by  no 
means  exceptional  contingency — it  is  advisable  for 
the  angler  to  ascertain  the  possibility  of  relieving  the 
monotony  of  blank  days,  and  securing  the  services 
of  a  boat  and  couple  of  good  boatmen,  who  know 
the  haunts  of  the  sea  fish.  The  conditions  which 
make  salmon  and  trout  anghng  dull — bright  sun- 
shine and  a  long  spell  of  provokingly  fine  weather — 
are  also  the  conditions  that  make  sea-fishing  a 
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delightful  recreation.  It  is  important  to  note  that 
a  land  breeze  is  indispensable.  The  wind  blowing 
from  the  sea  raises  a  swell,  and  sometimes  big 
waves  that  mean  discomfort,  if  not  danger. 

My  object  in  these  articles  is  to  describe  places  on 
the  coast  where  I  have  fished,  and  to  mention  others 
where  fishing  can  be  had,  the  spoil  being  pollack, 
gurnard,  conger,  and  mackerel. 

A  word  to  begin  with  about  the  tackle.  The  use 
of  rods  in  sea-angling  has  happily  superseded 
hand-lines.  The  primitive  method  has  yielded  to 
the  more  scientific  in  every  respect  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  lover  of  true  sport.  The  Irish  fishermen 
will  be  always  found  prepared  with  hand-lines  for 
"  your  honour."  They  can  catch  half  a  boat  load 
of  fish  with  them  in  a  day  without  losing  a  particle 
of  tackle,  which  to  them  is  a  consideration,  and  will 
probably  look  sceptically  at  your  "  thrawnecn  "  of  a 
rod  as  altogether  fantastic  and  unequal  to  the 
occasion. 

The  rod  need  not  be  more  than  6ft.  to  7ft.  long, 
somewhat  stiffer  in  play  than  an  ordinary  troUer, 
with  half-a-dozen  upright  large-eyed  rings  that  will 
afford  good  running  power.  The  top  ring  may  be 
the  "  Bickerdyke  "  or  similar  patent,  or  a  good 
plain  porcelain  make. 

t  The  winch  should  be  Sin.  in  diameter,  with  an  easy 
check,  and,  bearing  in  mind  the  destructive  nature 
of  salt  water,  made  of  material  best  calculated  to 
resist  the  bad  effects.  A  combination  of  wood  and 
aluminium  is,  on  the  whole,  the  best,  perforated  for 
the  sake  of  lightness.  It  should  be  simple  in  con- 
struction, and,  above  all,  easily  taken  to  pieces,  for 
drying  and  cleaning  purposes. 


had  not  shown  themselves  in  Porturlin  during  the 
season,  and  the  fishermen  were  compelled  to  go 
round  the  coast  as  far  as  Teelin  Bay  in  quest  of  them. 
The  gannet  is  supposed  to  follow  the  shoals  of  fish, 
and  our  boatman  concluded  that  they  were  making 
for  the  home  waters. 

Arran  Island  is  near  the  main  land,  but  there  is 
a  depth  of  thirty  to  forty  feet  of  water  close  to  its 
precipitous  sides.  Within  an  oar's  length  of  the 
island  is  the  best  place  to  find  the  pollack.  It  is  a 
picturesque  spot,  with  rich  and  varied  colouring 
lying  behind  the  bare  rocks  that  rise  in  places  to 
towering  peaks  hundreds  of  feet  above  the  sea  level. 
Screaming  wildfowl  rose  on  startled  wing  from  their 
fortresses  among  the  rocks ;  sentinel  cormorants 
flopped  into  the  water  from  their  vantage  ground 
and  dived  into  the  deep  as  our  boat  drew  near.  The 
sides  of  the  island  are  tunnelled  by  the  force  of 
the  huge  waves  that  beat  against  them.  The  pre- 
caution of  choosing  a  day  when  a  land  breeze  was 
blowing  was  indeed  self-evident.  No  boat  could 
approach  the  island  in  a  rough  sea  or  swell  with 
impunity. 

We  mounted  a  pair  of  red  rubber  eels,  and  our 
boatmen  rowed  within  about  fifty  yards  of  Arran- 
raore  Cliffs.  Then  nearer  the  island,  covering  fresh 
ground  until  that  portion  of  the  bay  had  been  care- 
fully searched  for  the  pollack  lying  in  the  deep  blue 
water  beneath.  The  first  drift  gave  me  an  81b. 
pollack  and  my  companion  one  of  51b.,  and  we  had 
few  drifts  that  did  not  yield  us  something  in  the 
shape  of  sport.  Sometimes  the  play  would  be 
abruptly  broken  off  by  a  slack  line,  but  more  generally 
it  would  continue  until  the  electric  green  halo  far 


slack  means  an  excursion  towards  the  bottom, 
where  they  hide  amongst  the  weeds,  and  a  loss  of 
tackle  is  a  Ukely  sequel.  There  is  little  uncertainty 
as  to  the  fish  being  in  a  taking  mood.  They  are 
voracious,  and  need  no  coaxing.  Once  the  bait  gets 
amongst  them  it  is  seized  and  business  begins,  to  be 
continued  the  moment  it  reappears  in  the  water. 

The  row  back  to  Porturlin  was  one  pi  the  most 
charming  it  has  been  my  lot  to  enjoy.  The  length- 
ening shadows  of  Arranmore  Cliffs  stretched  far 
seawards.  The  call  of  the  home-coming  curlew, 
which  were  making  for  the  slopes  of  the  i.slands, 
sounded  plaintive  in  the  stillness  of  tife  evening.  The 
rapidly  increasing  tide  had  driven  a  pair  of  oyster- 
catchers  from  the  strand,  where  they  could  no 
longer  wade,  and  with  shrill  piping  cry  they  cross 
the  bows  of  the  boat  in  search  of  a  spot  not  yet 
invaded.  A  glorious  sunset  such  as  can  only  be 
seen  in  the  far  west  lit  up  the  heavens  with  richest 
colouring,  forming  a  picture  that  faded  all  too 
rapidly,  but  left  behind  impressions  which  memory 
often  recalls  and  upon  which  it  fondly  lingers. 
{To  be  continued.) 


STRANGE  FISH  CAUGHT  IN 
THE  STOUR. 

This  ungainly  monster  was  caught  one  stormy 
night  a  few  years  back  in  an  eel  net  on  Squire 
Nocton's  water  on  the  Stour  at  Langham  Hall,  near 
Colchester,  in  July.  Mr.  Nocton's  keepers  were 
having  great  takes  of  eels.^and  when  they  visited 
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The  SiLtTRUs. 
(See  "Strange  Fish  Caught  in  the  St«ur,") 
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Line  is  largely  a  matter  of  taste,  but  whether 
hemp  or  silk  it  should  be  of  the  best  quality  and  well 
oiled.  A  rub  down  with  fat  will  make  it  last  much 
longer.  It  is  advisable  to  dry  it  carefully  after  use, 
and  test  it  frequently.  One  hundred  yards  are  not 
too  much  for  general  purposes. 

The  best  trace  for  pollack  fishing  is  made  of 
annealed  wire.  It  is  finer  than  gut  and  much 
stronger  ;  two  yards  length  or  a  little  less  is  gene- 
rally mounted. 

Leads  are  of  various  patterns.  Geen's  patent 
double-swivelled  are,  perhaps,  the  most  suitable, 
and  are  made  in  different  sizes  and  weights  so  as  to 
fish  deep  or  shallow. 

Of  the  various  baits  used  the  rubber  eel  is  the 
favourite  with  pollack  ;  red  and  white  are  used,  but 
the  red  is  the  deadlier  in  bright  weather.  Other 
patterns  are  the  "  Baby,"  "  Soleskin  and  Baby," 
Chapman  spinner,  etc. 

Porturlin  is  the  nearest  point  to  Arran  Island. 
It  is  advisable  to  secure  a  boatman  beforehand,  as 
the  supply  is  limited,  and  the  second  best  is  un 
desirable  unless  things  have  greatly  improved  of 
late  years. 

We  found  the  sail  down  the  channel  pleasant,  and 
not  devoid  of  points  of  interest.  The  boatman  who 
made  his  living  by  mackerel  fi.shing  Ctalled  attention 
to  a  gannct  which  was  sailing  on  outstretched 
wing  across  the  bay.  To  him  its  appearance  was 
hailed  as  a  good  augury.  Mackerel  up  to  that  time 


down  in  the  clear  water  heralded  the  capitulation 
of  our  quarry.  In  he  would  come  with  gaping  wide 
eyes  and  rich  iridescent  hues  which  began  to  fade 
the  moment  the  fish  was  taken  from  the  water, 
leaving  behind  scarcely  a  trace  of  the  prismatic 
glory  which  he  displays  in  his  marine  home. 

The  afternoon  was  dull,  but  in  the  evening  the 
take  came  on  again,  and  more  8-pounders  were 
landed,  as  well  as  some  red  gurnard. 

The  caves  in  the  island  are  interesting  from 
another  point  of  view  to  the  sportsman.  The  blue 
rock  pigeons  make  them  their  roosting  place. 
Knowing  this,  we  had  brought  a  pair  of  guns,  and 
rowing  into  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  a  shot  was  dis- 
charged which  roared  like  a  cannon.  A  flutter  of 
wings  followed,  and  then  from  the  dark  recesses  the 
birds  would  emerge,  the  bright  part  of  their  plumage 
showing  first,  which  gave  them  an  uncanny  appear- 
ance. Then  they  dashed  over  our  heads  at  a 
lightning  rate,  twisting  and  swerving  up  the  side  of 
the  cliff  and  dodging  behind  anything  and  everything 
in  a  way  that  would  baffle  the  best  marksman.  We 
managed  to  bag  a  couple  of  brace,  and  then  resumed 
the  fishing.  Pollack  are  hard  playing  fish,  and  an 
8-pounder  on  a  rod  affords  several  minutes  of  real 
excitement.  There  are  few  long  rushes  such  as 
salmon  give,  but  there  is  hard  pulling,  dangerous 
short  spurts,  and  active  resistance  to  the  last.  It 
is  not  wise  to  give  them  much  liberty.  The  tackle 
is  strong  and  will  bear  a  steady  strain.    Too  much 


the  net  later  they  found  it  nearly  broken  by  the 
weight  of  this  great  fish,  and  to  save  the  net  they 
were  obliged  to  remove  the  frame  of  the  net  and 
work  the  fish  back  to  the  wider  part.  Such  a 
formidable  and  repulsive  brute  they  had  never 
clapped  their  eyes  on  before.  Eventually  it  was 
landed  and  carried  into  the  mill  and  placed  in  a 
tub,  hoping  to  preserve  him  alive  till  Mr.  Nocton 
could  see  him,  but  Mr.  Nocton  was  from  home. 
The  fish  lived  till  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  It 
was  sent  up  to  London  to  be  stuffed  and  identified, 
and  now  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  the 
squire's  gunroom.  It  is  supposed  that  this  fish 
was  washed  out  of  a  pond  on  the  property  of  Sir 
Joseph  Rowley,  of  Tendring  Hall,  near  by,  and 
had  been  in  the  river  for  several  years.  The  fish 
is  a  native  of  Asia,  Africa,  the  Nile,  and  the  Danube. 


L.  &  N.  W.  R.  Goods  Service  iMPRO'srEMENTs. 
— Owing  to  the  keen  competition  for  the  goods 
traffic  to  London  from  the  North  of  England,  the 
London  &  North-Western  Railway  have  introduced 
a  new  express  goods  service  from  Leeds  and  Man- 
chester to  London.  These  tiains  are  made  up  of 
screw-coupled  covered  vans,  fitted  with  continuous 
automatic  vacuum  brakes.  The  latest  type  of  goods 
locomotive  is  employed,  including  the  4-6-0  bogies, 
which  have  not  hitherto  worked  over  the  southern 
division.  The  trains  are  booked  to  run  thiough, 
and  are  worked  throughout  as  passenger  trains. 
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ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  EIVEESIDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K,  J.  Finlay, 


A  MODE  OP  GETTING  BID  OF  WaTER  IN  THE  BoOTS  SELDOM  TRIED  A  SeOOND  TiME. 


THE  SHEPHEED'S  ANGLING 
EXPLOITS. 

(From  the  Nodes  Amhrosiance  of  Christopher  North.) 

Tickler.  What  have  you  been  about  with  your- 
self all  day,  my  dear  James  ? 

Shepherd.  Nomuckle.  I  left  Altrive  after  break- 
fast— about  nine — and  the  Douglas  Bum  looking  gey 
temptin,  I  tried  it  wi'  the  black  gnat,  and  sune 
creeled  some  fowre  or  five  dizeen — the  maist  o'  them 
sma' — few  exceedin  a  pund. 

Tickler.    Hem ! 

Shepherd.  I  fear,  sir,  you've  gotten  a  sair  throat. 
Ane  sune  tires  o'  trooting  at  my  time  o'  hfe,  sae  I 
then  put  on  a  sawmon  flee,  and  without  any  howp 
daunered  down  to  a  favourite  cast  on  the  Yarrow. 
Sometimes  a  body  may  keep  threshin  the  water  for  a 
week  without  seein  a  snout — and  sometimes  a  body 
hyucks  a  fish  at  the  very  first  thraw  ;  and  sae  it 
happened  wi'  me — though  I  can  gie  mysel  nae  credit 
for  skill — for  I  was  just  wattin  my  tiee  near  the  edge, 
when  a  new-run  fish,  strong  as  a  white  horse,  rushed 
at  it,  and  then  out  o'  the  water  wi'  a  spang  higher 
than  my  head. 

My  heart  to  my  mouth  gied  a  sten, 

and  he  had  amaist  rugged  the  rod  out  my  nieve  ; 
but  I  sune  recovered  my  presence  o'  mind,  and  after 
indulgin  his  royal  higlmess  in  a  few  plunges,  I  gied 
him  the  butt,  and  for  a  quarter  o'  an  hour  keept  his 
nose  to  the  grunstane.  It's  a  sair  pity  to  see  a 
sawmon  sulky,  and  I  thocht — and  nae  doubt  sae 
did  he — that  he  had  taen  up  his  lodgins  at  the  bottom 
o'  a  pool  for  the  nicht — though  the  sun  had  just 
reached  his  meridian.  The  plump  o'  a  stane  half  a 
hunderwecht  made  him  shift  his  quarters — and  a 
sudden  thocht  struck  him  that  he  would  mak  the 
best  o'  his  way  to  the  Tweed,  and  then  doun  to  the 
sea  at  Berwick.  But  I  bore  sae  hard  on  him  wi'  an 
auchteen-feet  rod,  that  by  the  time  he  had  swam 
twa  miles — and  a'  that  time,  though  I  aften  saw 
his  shadow,  I  seldom  saw  himsel — he  was  sae  sair 
blawn  that  he  cam  to  the  surface  o'  his  ain  accord,  as 
if  to  tak  breath — and  after  that  I  had  it  a'  my  ain 
way — for  he  was  powerless  as  a  sheaf  o'  corn  carried 
doun  in  a  spate — and  I  landed  him  at  the  fuird, 
within  a  few  hunder  yards  o'  Altrive.  Curious 
aneuch,  wee  Jamie  was  sittin  by  himself  on  the 
bank,  switherin  about  wadin  across,  and  you  may 
imagine  the  dear  creatur's  joy  on  seein  a  twunty- 
pund  fish — the  heaviest  ever  killed  wi'  the  rod  in 
Yarrow — floating  in  amang  his  feet. 

Tickler.    You  left  him  at  home  ? 

Shepherd.    \Vhare  else  should  I  hae  left  him  ? 

Tickler.    Hem ! 

Shepherd.  You  really  maun  pit  some  flannen 
round  that  throat — for  at  this  time  o'  the  year,  when 
baith  man  and  horse  is  saft,  inflammation  rapidly 
arrives  at  its  hicht — mortification  without  loss  o' 
time  ensues — and  within  the  four-and-twunty 
hours  I've  kent  a  younger  chiel  than  you,  sir,  streekit 
out  

Tickler.    What  ?  .  , 

Shepherd.    A  corp. 

Tickler.    Any  more  sport  ? 

Shepherd.  Retumin  to  the  Loch,  I  thocht  I  wad 
try  the  otter.  Sae  I  launched  him  on  his  steady 
leaden  keel — twa  yards  lang — breadth  o'  beam 
three  inches — and  mountin  a  hunder  and  fifty 
hyucks  

Tickler.    A  first-rate  man-of-war. 

Shepherd.  I've  seen  me  in  the  season  atween 
spring  and  summer,  secure  ten  dizzen  wi'  the  otter 
at  a  single  launch.  But  in  October  twa  dizzen's  no 
to  be  despised — the  half  o'  them  bein'  about  the  size 
o'  herrins,  and  the  half  o'  them  about  the  size  o' 
haddocks — and  ane — but  he's  a  grey  trout  

Tickler.    Salmo  Ferox  ? 

Shepherd.    As  big's  a  cod. 

Tickler.    Weil,  James  ? 

Shepherd.  I  then  thocht  I  would  take  a  look  o' 
some  nicht  lines  I  had  set  twa-three  days  sin',  and 
began  pu'in  awa  at  the  langest — wi'  some  five  score 
o'  hyucks,  baited  for  pike  and  eel,  wi'  trout  and 
par-tail,  frogs,  chicken-heads,  hen-guts,  some  mice, 
Home  moles,  and  some  water-rats — for  there's  nae 
-f;ttin  boun's  to  the  voracity  o'  thae  sharks  and 
rtcrjients — and  it  was  like  drawin  a  net.  At  length 
pike  and  eel  began  makin  their  appearance — first  a 
pike — then  an  eel — wi'  the  maist  unerrin  regularity 
o'  succession — just  as  if  you  had  puttin  them  on  sae 
for  a  ploy  !  "  Is  there  never  to  be  an  end  o'  this  ?  " 
I  cried  to  mysel ;  and.  by  the  time  that,  walkin  back- 
wards, I  had  reached  the  road  that  gangs  roun'  the 


bay  wi'  a  bend — enclosin  atween  it  and  the  water- 
edge  a  bit  bonny  grass-meadow  and  twa-three 
trees — the  same  that  your  accomplished  freen, 
George  Moir,  made  sae  tastefu'  a  sketch  o' — there, 
wull  ye  believe  me — were  lyin  five-and-twunty  eels 
and  five-and-twunty  pikes — in  all  saxty — till  I  could 
hae  dreamt  that  the  meadow  had  been  pairt  o'  the 
bay  that  moment  drained  by  some  sort  o'  subter- 
raneous suction — and  that  a'  the  fishy  life  the 
water  had  contained  was  noo  wallopin  and  wrigglin 
in  the  sudden  sunshine  o'  unexpected  day.  I  brak 
a  branch  afE  an  ash,  and  ran  in  amang  them  wi'  my 
rung,  lounderin  awa  richt  and  left,  and  loupin  out  o' 
the  way  o'  the  pikes,  some  of  which  showed  fecht, 
and  offered  to  attack  me  on  my  ain  element,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  wrestle  wi'  an  eel  that  speeled  up  me 
till  his  faulds  were  wounded  round  my  legs,  theeghs, 
and  body,  in  ever  sae  mony  plies,  and  his  snake  head 
— och  !  the  ugly  auld  serpent — thrust  outower  my 
shouther — and  hissin  in  my  face — till  I  flang  him  a 
fair  backfa',  and  then  ruggin  him  frae  me — fauld 
by  fauld — strechtened  him  out  a'  his  length — and 
treddin  on  his  tail,  sent  his  wicket  speerit  to  soom 
about  on  the  fiery  lake  wi'  his  faither,  the  great 
dragon. 

North.  Ha  !  ha  !  ha  !  our  inimitable  pastor  has 
reached  his  grand  cUmacteric  ! 

Tickler  {in  the  Shed).  And  where,  my  dear 
James,  are  they  all  ?  Did  you  bring  them  along 
with  you  T 


Shepherd.  I  left  the  pikes  to  be  fetched  forrit  by 
the  Moffat  carrier. 

Tickler.    And  the  eels  ? 

Shepherd.  The  serpent  I  overthrew  had  swal- 
lowed up  all  the  rest. 

Tickler.  We  must  send  a  cart  for  him — dead 
stomachs  do  not  digest  ;  and  bj-  making  a  slit  in  his 
belly  we  shall  recover  the  rest — little  the  worse  for 
wear— and  letting  them  loose  in  the  long  grass, 
have  an  eel-hunt. 


LEGAL  AND  ILLEGAL  LUEES. 


One  of  the  most  important  cases  that  has  come 
before  the  com't  of  recent  years  was  heard  on 
Nov.  10  in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Comt,  when 
Alexander  Rennie,  millworker,  Boxbum  on  the 
Don,  was  charged  before  Sheriff  Reid  v.ith  fishing 
with  a  loaded  Devon  for  salmon  on  Oct.  26  last. 
He  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  evidence  was  led.  The 
local  fishery  board  conducted  the  prosecution,  and 
the  accused  was  defended  by  a  local  solicitor.  The 
case  was  watched  with  considerable  interest,  as 
upon  it  hinged  the  question  of  what  constituted  a 
"  snigger,"  or  instrument  for  snatching  salmon. 
The  watchers  who  made  the  seizure  described  the 
suspicious  movements  of  the  accused  and  his 
method  of  working  the  minnow  (sic).  Martin, 
chief  water  bailiff,  stated  that  the  minnow  had 
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been  got  up  for  the  express  purpose  of  sniggering- 
Its  fins  had  been  flattened  and  its  tail  loaded. 
Professor  Cash,  an  expert  angler,  Mr.  Andrew 
MuiTay,  another,  and  Scott  gave  it  as  their  opinion 
that  the  minnow  used  was  an  "  vp-to-date  snigger." 
Several  witnesses  were  examined  for  the  defence, 
stating  that  for  many  years  the  same  kind  of 
minnows  had  been  used,  and  the  same  kind  of 
fishing  engaged  in.    Laing,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Abei'deen,  stated   that  in  his  opinion  it  was  a 
perfectly  fair  method  of  fishing  in  a  heavy  wat?r. 
The  judge,  in  giving  his  decision  against  the  accused, 
said,  what   they  had   to  i)rove  was.  Was  this  a 
legal  or  an  illegal  lure  ?    Having  regard  to  the 
instrument  used,  which  was  a  minnow  not  of  the 
ordinary  kind,  the  place  where  it  was  used,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  used,  it  left  no 
doubt  on  his  mind  that  the  accused  was  "  snig- 
gering," and  that  a  lure  so  tampered  with  was  an 
illegal  lure.    He  fined  the  accused  £2,  with  £2  14s.  6d 
for  expenses,  or  thirty  days'  imprisonment.  The 
fine  was  paid  in  court.    Inspector  Martin  and  the 
Don  Fishery  Board  have  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  grand  victory  they  have  at  last  achieved  against 
one  of  the  most  pernicious  systems  of  fishing  which 
has  been  practised  on  the  Don  and  elsewhere  with 
impunity  for  the  better  part  of  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century,  wherever  there  was  the  desire  by  hook  or 
crook  to  kill  fish.    Times  without  number  have  we 
protested  in  these  pages  against  sniggering,  and 
again  and  again,  season  in  and  season  out,  urged 
the  authorities  to  take  action  in  the  matter.  We 
have  now  the  satisfaction  that  our  labours  have 
not  been  in  vain,  and  that  one  of  the  most  effective 
blows  ever  dealt  to  a  community  of  poachers  was 
meted  out  by  Sheriff  Reid  on  Nov.  10,  when  he 
convicted  and  fined  Rennie — a  fair  angler  at  other 
times,  a  representative  of  his  class,  and  probably 
one  of  the  least  to  blame  in  this  respect,  but  never- 
theless a  sniggerer.    There  is  no  river  in  Scotland 
which  in  its  lower  reaches  lends  itself  half  so 
much  to  the  devices  of  the  sniggerer  as  the  Don, 
and  there  is  no  river  where  detection  is  so  difficult 
to  secure. 

The  ordinary  poacher  or  snatcher  from  the  slums 
comes  along  with  his  "  snigger  "  or  "  monkey  "  of 
the  orthodox  order — a  foot  of  lead,  armed  with 
large  cod  hooks.  He  selects  a  quiet  spot,  where 
there  are  fish,  and  no  watchers,  and  goes  to  work 
with  his  snigger  and  a  ball  of  cord.  If  undisturbed, 
he  has  his  fish  on  the  bank  in  a  trice,  bagged  and 
"  planked "  for  disposal  later  on.  He  is  easily 
known  and  easily  caught,  and  very  little  evidence 
is  required  to  convict  him.  Some  half-dozen  or  so 
are  undergoing  punishment  for  their  manipu- 
lations during  the  closing  weeks  of  the  back-end 
on  this  self-same  river,  and  two  of  them  at  least 
will  pass  Christmas  in  gaol  for  being  found  vnth 
the  orthodox  snigger  at  the  water  side.  But  the 
up-to-date  sniggerer  is  of  a  different  class.  He  is, 
perhaps,  like  Rennie,  a  millworker,  and  has  a 
privilege  ticket  to  fish  the  Don  from  the  opening 
day  to  its  close.  The  spring  and  summer  are  of 
small  account,  save  for  trout,  and  they  make  jolly 
baskets  of  these — mostly  worming  in  big  waters. 
But  in  the  autumn  when  the  nets  are  off,  the  salmon 
crowd  the  pools  as  thick  as  peas  in  soup,  and, 
when  there  is  no  water  to  let  them  over  the  dykes, 
the  fish  are  actually  in  shoals  in  such  places  that 
by  casting  only  some  6ft.  or  7ft.  out  they  can  be 
easily  hooked  in  the  side,  the  belly,  or  the  back, 
and  then  after  a  short  and  sharp  tussle  wound 
ashore.  The  ordinary  gut  cast  line  is  dispensed 
with,  the  ordinary  minnow  is  flattened  at  the  head 
and  leaded  at  the  tail,  and  attached  to  the  reel 
line,  which  is  usually  of  the  strongest  cord  or  silk. 
When  the  watcher  approaches,  the  minnow  can  so 
easily  be  .stuck  in  the  bottom,  and  lost,  that  proof 
is  most  difficult  to  secure.  The  sniggerers  them- 
selves have  not  been  without  warning,  but  all  to 
no  effect.  This  conviction,  however,  will  tell  home 
on  a  class  that  are  not  particular  as  to  how  they 
get  their  fish,  if  they  can  only  get  them,  and  who 
have  grown  up  to  look  upon  the  Don,  and  its  fulness 
thereof,  as  theirs,  and  theirs  alone.  Withal  they  are 
a  respectable  class,  and  will  not  be  slow  to  measure 
the  risk  they  run  in  using  questionable  lures,  how- 
ever great  the  temptation  may  be  and  tempting 
the  opportunity.  The  sheriff's  decision  is  the  first 
of  the  kind  obtained  in  the  north,  and  its  effect 
.  will  be  far  reaching.  It  M'ill  strengthen  the  hands 
of  officers  all  over  the  country,  for  the  Grandholni 
Don  waters  are  not  the  only  salmon  pools  in  the 
kingdom  that  are  harried  with  grapnels. 

G.  M.  Mackay. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Genebal  Remarks.  —  The  heavy 
rains  have  (juite  spoilt  sport  during  the  week,  the 
water  being  far  too  much  coloured.  But  the  flood 
was  badly  needed,  and  when  the  water  fines  down 
there  should  be  excellent  sport  amongst  pike,  perch, 
roach,  and  chub.  During  the  milder  weather  a  fe^ 
good  bream  have  been  met  with,  and  roach  have  fed 
much  better  lately.  Certainly  the  bank  angler  will 
have  a  better  chance  of  getting  fish  than  of  late,  for 
the  upper  reaches  have  been  exceptionally  low  and 
bright  for  a  long  period.  It  was  owing  to  this  fact 
that  so  many  anglers  tried  the  tidal  water,  where 
there  was  more  colour.  Now,  all  parts  of  the  river 
should  fish  well  when  the  colour  has  toned  down, 
and  we  should  hear  of  some  good  takes.  I  should 
be  glad  if  anglers  who  are  successful  would  kindly 
send  me  details  for  publication  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
I  cut  the  following  from  the  Surrey  Advertiser : — 
"  A  meeting  of  the  Weybridge  and  Shepperton 
Trout  Restocking  Society  was  recently  held  at  the 
Old  Crown,  Thames-street,  Weybridge,  Mr.  Gordon 
occupying  the  chair.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  Mr.  Claude  E.  Brigg^  for  his  services 
as  hon.  secretary,  his  resignation  on  going  abroad 
having  been  announced  by  the  chairman.  Mr. 
Charles  H.  Wheeley  was  unanimously  elected  hon. 
secretary  for  the  1905-6  season.  The  funds  at 
present  in  hand  are  sufficient  to  purchase  three 
hundred  12in.  trout,  and  by  March  next  it  is  con- 
fidently expected  that  four  hundred  trout  of  this 
size  can  be  ordered  and  placed  in  the  Thames 
locally.  The  next  meeting  of  the  society  will  be 
held  in  December,  and  as  sub-criptions  are  coming 
in  a  favourable  report  is  anticipated."  Mr.  Arthur 
Newham,  who  has  recently  decided  to  open  the 
Thames  fishing  at  Chertsey,  and  will  act  as  pro- 
fessional fisherman  in  that  district,  has  taken 
Shepperton  Villa,  which  is  situated  right  by  the 
lock,  and  will  carefully  look  after  his  cUents. 
Chertsay  is  a  district  which  abounds  in  trout,  and 
I  know  of  several  good  Thames  trout  fishermen 
securing  good  fish  at  this  station.  The  weir  is  one 
of  the  old  natural  ones,  and  is  not  approachable 
without  the  use  of  a  punt.  But  anglers  now  wiU 
be  confining  their  attention  to  chub  fishing  under 
the  boughs,  and  where  can  better  water  be  found 
than  just  below  Chertsey  Weir  on  the  left-hand 
side  going  up.  The  depth  of  water  is  a  criterion 
of  the  water  to  hold  good  fish.  Chertsey  as  a 
river  resort  is  not  nearly  so  well  fished  as  it  ought 
to  be,  but  energetic  Mr.  Newham  informs  me  that 
the  work  he  and  his  brother-in-law  intends  to  put 
into  it  will  leave  very  few  eddies,  quiet  stretches 
or  spots  untouched,  and  he  will  report  to  me  the 
results  of  his  endeavours. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  continual  heavy  rains 
have  had  the  effect  of  keeping  the  water  coloured, 
and  little  sport  has  been  enjoyed  by  anglers  who 
have  been  out.  There  is  a  fairly  good  stream 
running,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  ii 
looking  slightly  better.  If  we  do  not  get  a  lot  of 
rain  during  the  next  three  days,  it  should  again  be 
in  good  condition  by  the  week-end.  A  nasty 
N.E.  wind  is  blowing,  however.  Mr.  F.  Crisp, 
fishing  the  Loddon  water  with  G.  Vaughan,  has 
taken  five  jack,  two  of  which  scaled  about  101b. 
Mr.  H.  L.  Littlewod  has  taken  two  jack  of  21b.  and 
51b.  5oz.,  and  Mr.  P.  Hall  a  bag  of  roach  weighing 
61b.  10|oz.  Other  local  anglers  have  taken  some 
roach  and  perch.  Some  of  the  visiting  bank  anglers 
were  rewarded  with  some  fairly  good  takes  on 
Sunday  last.  Major  Bulkeley's  lake  at  Linden 
Hill,  near  Wargrave,  was  netted  one  day  during 
last  week,  and  from  1500  to  2000  small  roach,  perch, 
and  gudgeon  were  taken.  The  fish  vfere  only  irom 
three  to  five.inches  long,  and  were  turned  into  a  small 
pond  at  the  top  of  Mr.  Bond's  backwater  (Holme's 
Pond),  which  joins  the  Thames  at  Wargrave.  I 
do  not  know  if  these  tish  will  eventually  be  turned 
into  the  river. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Richmond). — The  best  takes  are  W. 
Mansell,  261b.;  largest  roach,  IJlb. ;  a  take  of  6lb. 
in  two  hours ;  Frank  Brown,  out  with  a  gentleman 
who  was  quite  a  novice  at  fishing,  three  dozen  roach 
and  dace.  Fish  have  also  been  taken  by  H.  Cann, 
Frank  Redknap,  Mackenny,  and  Hayter.  Sunday's 
competition  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  was  a  great  success ;  the  rain  kept  off  best 
part  of  the  day. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — We  have  had 
a  veiy  heavy  land  water  out  for  the  last  few  days, 
but  to-night  (Wednesday)  the  water  is  getting  back 
to  its  own  level  and  clearing  nicely,  so  by  Saturday 
we  ought  to  get  some  good  fishing,  i  Out  four  days 
last  week  with  Messrs.  Spurden,  Jones,  Wood, 
Jarvis,  etc.,  gut  forty  bream,  ten  dozen  roach  and 


dace,  two  jack.  H.  Bishop,  one  day  with  Mr. 
Shave,  got  261b.  of  good  roach,  and  with  Mr. 
Pardoe,  one  fine  roach  of  21b. — W.  McBride. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Wednesday  Nioht. — 
The  river  is  very  much  coloured  and  a  good  stream 
is  running.  Unless  we  have  a  change  in  the  weather, 
prospects  will  be  bad  for  Sunday's  fishing.  The 
Silver  Trout  and  the  Spread  Eagle  A.S.  fish  their 
punt  competition  here  on  the  19th  inst.  The 
Oglanders  fished  a  competition  here  on  Nov.  12 . 
Fifteen  punts  were  engaged — five  at  Richmond, 
five  at  Twickenham,  and  five  at  Teddington.  Bob 
Spong,  Twickenham,  piloted  Mr.  A.  K.  Hurst  and 
Mr.  G.  H.  Pierson.  The  take  was  eighteen  bream 
(largest,  2Jlb.),  two  tench,  two  roach,  one  perch, 
one  dace,  and  one  eel  weighing  1  lb.  The  other 
punts  were  almost  blanks.  Mr.  George  Baker  is 
arranging  a  competition  for  amateurs.  The  prize 
will  be  a  complete  outfit  for  specimen  fish.  All 
will  be  entitled  to  fish  free  of  charge. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — At  time  of  writing, 
Nov.  15,  the  river  is  high  and  thick,  and  a  strong 
stream  running,  which  will  drive  the  fish  into  the 
lay  byes,  and  oe  more  easily  found  given  a  few 
frosts,  and  the  water  will  soon  fine  down  and  good 
fishing  of  all  sorts  result.  There  are  some  fine 
quiet  corners  here  for  the  roach  fisherman,  and 
plenty  of  fish  if  found  in  a  feeding  humour.  Have 
done  no  fishing  since  Nov.  12,  when  I  had  a  few 
roach  and  chub,  but  nothing  large.  Want  of  clients 
is  the  chief  trouble  now. — J.  Brown. 

Avon  (Ibiugwood). — The  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  after  the  heavy  rains  of  last  week.  Mr. 
J.  Hopkins  and  friend  got  six  pike  on  Nov.  9,  but 
all  small,  the  largest  4jlb.  On  Nov.  10,  five  pike 
up  to  71b. ;  and  Mr.  F.  H.  Clarke  forty-two  roach 
up  to  l;^lb.  On  Nov.  11,  12,  and  13  the  water  was 
too  thick  for  fishing,  therefore  no  anglers  were  out. 
On  Nov.  14,  Mr.  H.  A.  Haigh  Smith  got  eight  pike 
up  to  41b.  On  Nov.  15,  Mr.  J.  Hopkins  and  friend 
got  six  pike,  the  largest  4|lb. — M.  W.  Hayteb. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeacn).  —  Since  my 
last  report  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  this 
district  owing  to  the  unsettled  weather.  The 
stream  has  been  sluggish,  and  the  Cam  in 
some  places  low  after  the  late  rains,  having  been 
run  off  lower  down  stream,  but  the  Cambridge  side 
is  clean  and  of  a  good  depth.  On  the  whole,  the 
river  has  not  fished  well,  only  in  certain  swims. 
Roach  have  to  some  extent  fallen  off  the  feed,  only 
a  few  small  creels  had.  Pike  also  have  not  been  on 
the  move,  and  few  have  been  secured  lower  down 
stream,  but  small  at  present.  Live-baits  on  the 
spot,  also  a  punt. — John  O.  Gkokge,  Beehe-road, 
Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes   and   District).  —  The  water 

is  now  fairly  big,  and  the  recent  heavy  rain  has 
had  the  effect  of  considerably  increasing  the 
volume  of  water.  A  good  many  late  spawning 
fish  have  now  gone  up  the  stream.  Reports 
from  the  moor,  however,  are  not  very  definite 
with  regard  to  the  spawning  beds,  but  it  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  there  are  a  large  number  of 
fish  upstream.  Three  young  men  from  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Messrs.  D.  W.  Godden,  E.  E.  Godden,  and 
R.  H.  Godden,  were  summoned  at  the  Totnes  City 
Police  Court  for  fishing  for  trout  without  a  licence 
in  a  pond  on  the  Venton  Estate,  connected  with 
the  Harborne,  on  Oct.  11.  The  case  was  not 
pressed  by  the  conservators,  and  a  fine  of  lis.  6d. 
inclusive  was  inflicted. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  Devonshire 
rivers  are  better  after  the  rain.  Several  pike  have 
been  landed  in  the  Exwick  and  Cowley  water.  The 
Exe  conservators,  who  are  alive  to  the  fact  that 
every  inducement  should  be  afforded  anglers,  have 
decided  to  spend  £50  forthwith  in  restocking  the 
stream  with  trout,  and  as  far  as  possible  those 
parts  which  are  fished  by  the  public.  This 
has  been  done  in  view  of  the  increased  income 
Ukely  to  be  derived  from  trout  licences.  It  is 
expected  that  further  sums  will  be  spent  if  the 
expectations  of  the  conservators  are  realised.  There 
are  still  many  boards  who  might  take  note  of  this. 
At  Exmouth,  H.  Toby,  jun.,  and  H.  Toby,  sen., 
were  fined  Is.  and  costs  for  illegal  fishing  in  the  Exe 
on  Sept.  1,  the  offence  being  that  the  defendants 
used  a  net  having  a  mesh  less  than  l^in.  from  knot 
to  knot.  It  was  ruled  that  the  small  me^^h  resulted 
in  many  immature  fish  being  caught. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  The  boisterous 
weather  has  militated  against  sport  in  some  parts, 
but  in  the  Exe,  near  the  city,  and  in  the  canal 
some  pike  have  been  caught.  At  the  Tiverton 
Great  Western  Canal  some  very  fine  pike  have  been 
caught  some  little  distance  from  the  town,  fuller 
details  of  which  follow  next  week,  after  getting  full 
particulars.  Some  roach  and  perch  have  been 
caught  near  Cowley  and  Exwick,  and  the 
late  heavy  rains  will  greatly  improve  mat- 
ters if  fine  weather  comes,  as  the  weeds  will 
clear  away.  An  important  case  came  before 
the  Exmouth  Sessions,  when  five  men  were  sum- 
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moned  for  illegal  fishing  in  the  Exe  on  Sept.  18. 
by  netting  immature  fish  in  the  river.  Defendants 
all  pleaded  guilty.  The  clerk  to  the  Exe  Board  of 
Conservators,  who  appeared  for  the  prosecution, 
stated  defendants  had  taken  a  wise  course  in  plead- 
ing guilty,  as  it  could  not  be  too  widely  known  that 
betweeu  Feb.  1  and  Sept.  30  it  was  illegal  to  use 
a  net  with  a  mesh  of  less  than  one  and  a  half  inches 
from  knot  to  knot,  the  object  of  the  passing  of  the 
by-law  being  to  protect  the  immature  fish  and  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  escape.  The  maximum 
penalty  was  £10,  but  a  nominal  fine  would  be  con- 
sidered sufficient.  The  Bench  fijied  defendants  Is. 
each  and  costs.  The  mullet  in  Exmouth  Dock 
have  gone  off  the  feed,  owing  probably  to  the  foun- 
dations of  the  wall  giving  way,  which  necessitated 
nearly  all  the  water  being  let  out  at  low  tide.  Pol- 
lack and  smelt  have  been  well  on,  the  former 
caught  with  a  well-known  white  fly  made  by  local 
fishermen. — Red  Paimek. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — This  river  and  the  Stort, 
Beane,  Rib,  and  Mimram  have  been  well  freshened 
up  by  the  rains,  but  few  anglers  have  been  out  in 
consequence  of  the  cold  and  stormy  weather.  No 
good  sport  is  reported,  but  with  favourable  weather 
in  evidence  some  satisfactory  catches  of  dace, 
roach,  and  pike  ought  to  ensue.  Now  the  water  is 
more  coloured,  big  dace  should  be  had  in  the 
tributaries  with  worm,  gentles,  or  bread-crust. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Itugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  not  been  in  good  order  for  angling. 
The  weather  has  been  regular  November  weather, 
with  thick  fogs  and  heavy  rain,  and  has  caused  the 
river  to  colour  a  little.  It  is  now  going  down,  and 
clear.  The  weather  has  taken  a  turn  for  the 
better,  and  frost  may  be  expected,  when  the  fish 
will  begin  to  move  again.  Some  grayling  should 
be  landed  next  week  with  fly,  maggot,  and  grass- 
hopper if  there  is  no  more  rain.  Sport  has  been 
almost  at  a  standstill  this  week.  The  Pinsley  is 
getting  in  order. — Gwynxe. 

Onse  (Holywell  Ferry). — River  here  is  still  in 
first-rate  trim,  and  good  takes  have  been  had  by 
several  gentlemen.  Mr.  Longland  and  Friend 
Warboys,  four  pike,  21  lb.  ;  Mr.  Munsey,  Cambridge, 
four  nice  fish  ;  also  Dr.  Pethwick,  nine  pike,  the  best 
6|lb.  Another  gentleman,  Cambridge,  got  three 
good  fi-ah,  largest  111b.,  so  whatever  the  state  and 
condition  of  river  above  the  locks,  we  have  nothing 
to  grumble  about  in  this  reach,  both  as  regards 
sport  and  state  of  the  water,  and  there  is  fix  miles 
of  good  pike  water  free  here.  I  had  some  fine  sport 
on  Nov.  12  among  the  perch,  with  gudgeon,  best 
one,  l|lb. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (Huntingdon). — Weather  unsettled,  windy, 
cold,  and  at  times  very  showery.  No  sport  has 
been  had  worth  recording  during  the  week.  No 
improvement  in  the  colour  of  the  water,  and  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  season  is  now  well 
advanced,  the  weeds  are  atill  as  green  and  strong 
as  ever.  Anglers  in  this  neighbourhood  are  certainly 
having  a  very  bad  time,  but,  judging  from  last 
week's  report  in  the  Fishing  Oazette,  they  are  no 
worse  off  than  their  neighbours  at  St.  Ives. — Chas. 
A.  Bryant. 

Severn,  Vyriiwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech.). — Very  little  in  the  way  of  angling  has  been 
going  on  here  lately  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of 
the  rivers.  Rain  fell  so  very  heavily  all  through 
the  night  of  Nov.  10  that  before  midday  on 
Nov.  11  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  with  all  their 
tributaries,  were  quite  full  of  muddy  water,  and  so 
was  the  Severn  on  Nov.  12  and  Nov.  13.  At  the 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night),  the  Severn 
is  still  much  above  its  average  level,  and  yet 
scarcely  fit  for  even  pike  fishing,  but  the  Tanat 
has  nearly  recovered,  as  a  few  grayling  as  well  as 
coarse  fish  have  been  taken  from  it.  The  Vyrnwy, 
too,  is  fast  getting  into  condition  again,  as  on 
Tuesday  several  grayling  were  brought  to  book  as 
well  as  pike,  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish.  On  the 
Cain  matters  are  very  quiet,  and  only  a  few  coarse 
fish  taken  since  the  flood.  There  is  now  every 
appearance  of  a  sharp  frost. — Vyrnwy. 

Stonr  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  river  is  now  again 
getting  into  good  angling  trim,  but  although  we 
have  had  a  good  deal  of  rain,  there  is  but  little 
colour  in  it.  Fish  are,  however,  beginning  to 
feed  better,  and  with  the  colder  weather  we  are 
having  and  the  weeds  dying  down,  can  be  more 
easily  got  at.  On  Nov.  12  several  anglers  were  out 
with  fairly  good  results,  a  large  number  of  jack  up 
to  51b.  in  weight  being  taken.  A  few  bream  were 
captured,  but  not  large,  and  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz. 
Mr,  Geo.  Root  on  Nov.  13  had  amongst  others  six 
roach  weighing  61b. — largest,  1  lb.  8oz.  The  weather 
ia  still  showery,  and  prospects  for  sport  are  very 
good. — W.  T.  Bainurjjjoi;. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chioliester  Canal. — Rain 
has  fallen  heavily  during  the  week.  The  Adur,  at 
,  Henfield,andtheArun,  atAmberleyand  Pulborough, 
4re  in  flood,  and  acres  of  the  low-lying  country  is 


CONTENTS. 


N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  paper. 

Occasional  Notes    357 

"In  the  March  and  Borderland  of  Wales" 

(illus.)    358 

Fly  Fishing  for  Grayling    359 

Pacific  Coast  Salmon  Fisheries    360 

An  Autumn  Morning's  Catch  (illus.)    361 

Encouraging  Piscatorial  News  from  Australia  361 
Salmon  Fishing  in  Newfoundland  during  the 

Season  of  1905    362 

Fine  Sport  at  Vancouver  (illus.)   363 

Crossing  the  Bristol  Channel  with  Trout  Fry...  363 

Sea  Fishing  in  Ireland   363 

Strange  Fish  Caught  in  the  Stour  (illus.)   364 

The  Shepherd's  Angling  Exploits    365 

Angling  Scenes  by  Loch  and  Riverside  (illus.)  365 

Legal  and  Illegal  Lures   365 

More  Fish  for  the  Blenheim  Anglers    368 

Notes  from  the  North    371 


submerged.  No  news  from  the  Ouse  or  Adur  has 
reached  me,  so  infer  there  is  nothing  worth  record- 
ing. Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order,  bar  weeds, 
and  with  more  barge  traffic  would  be  fishable 
throughout.  The  stormy  weather  has  kept  anglers 
from  the  waterside,  but  on  Nov.  15,  a  few  visitors 
tried  the  lower  reaches,  meeting  with  but  scant  suc- 
cess. Some  heavy  pike  are  to  be  seen  feeding  at  the 
basin  and  between  the  locks,  but  up  to  the  present 
have  avoided  capture.  A  few  bream  and  roach 
have  been  taken,  but  nothing  exceeding  l^lb.  I 
hear  that  Mr.  Ernest  King,  fishing  in  the  first 
reach,  captured  a  fine  pike  of  15^1b.,  and  a  smaller 
fish  of  61b. — GEOBGis  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district 
was  running  high  and  muddy  up  to  Monday  owing 
to  the  very  nasty  weather ;  heavy  rain  and  thick 
fogs  have  prevailed,  and  fishing  had  been  at  a  stand- 
still until  Monday,  when  there  was  an  improvement 
in  the  weather.  The  water  has  now  gone  down 
and  is  clearing,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  some  fish- 
ing being  had  before  the  end  of  the  week.  A  few 
rods  have  been  out  sinc9  Monday  and  tried  worm, 
maggot,  and  grasshopper,  but  sport  has  been  very 
quiet.  A  few  grayling  were  taken  with  maggot  on 
Wednesday.  Several  nice  roach,  dace,  perch,  chub, 
and  eels  were  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
with  the  worm.  Fly  fishing  has  not  been  tried. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  have  all  been 
coloured,  and  fishing  in  them  at  a  standstill. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — A  few  roach  anglers  have  been  on  the 
North  Tyne,  some  good  creels  have  been  killed  by 
swimming  the  maggot.  Mr.  Atkinson,  fishing  the 
Tyne  at  Corbridge,  killed  a  good  creel  of  dace  with 
maggot.  Mr.  Topham,  fishing  the  Tyne  at  Wylam, 
killed  eighteen  dace  with  maggot.  Several  grayling 
fishermen  have  been  out  with  only  poor  results  ;  a 
few  hard  frosts  are  wanted,  which  would  lower  the 
river  and  bring  the  fish  in  better  fighting  condition. 
Best  flies  for  the  Till :  Wickham's  Fancy,  Waterhen 
Bloa,  Red  Tag,  Smoke  Fly  with  tinsel  body. — 
Henry  A.  Murton. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These  rivers 
were  in  order  for  fishing  until  Friday  evening, 
Nov.  10,  and  a  few  nice  catches  of  grayling  were 
obtained  both  from  the  Wye  and  higher  reaches  of 
the  Derwent,  both  Chatsworth  and  Hathersage 
porti  ins  of  this  latter  river  affording  its  members 
several  brace  of  nice  grayling.  Early  on  Saturday 
morning,  Nov.  11,  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  came 
which  caused  these  rivers  to  be  bank  full,  especially 
towards  the  Derwent.  If  no  more  rain  falls,  the 
Wye  will  be  fishable  by  Sjturday,  Nov.  18,  and  the 
Derwent  Nov.  20,  when  the  following  flies  should 
be  useful :  Needle  Fly,  Furnace  Fly,  Grey  Palmer, 
Red  Tag,  Autumn  Dun,  and  Claret  and  Orange 
Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
last  few  days,  and  considering  the  quantity  that 
has  fallen,  neither  the  Yore  nor  Swale  are  so  high  eis 
might  have  been  expected.  In  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Yore  very  few  anglers  have  been  out  between 
Hawes  and  Aysgarth.  One  or  two  anglers  have 
been  seen  daily  in  the  districts  of  Askrigg,  Wensley, 
Cover  Bridge,  and  Masham.  Sport  on  the  whole 
haa  only  been  moderate.  At  Tanfield  and  Ripon  a 
few  rods  were  out  last  week-end,  but  sport  was  only 
fair ;  the  best  basket  I  hear  of  was  one  of  five  gray- 
ling caught  with  the  worm.  Between  Ripon  and 
Boroughbridge  a  few.  anglers  have  been  out  but 
sport  was  quiet.  Very  few  rods  out  on  the  Swale, 
and  sport  oft  this  particular  river  has  been  slow 


during  the  last  few  days  owing  to  the  highly- 
coloured  water.  There  has  been  plenty  of 
water  in  the  River  Wharfe  during  the  last  few 
days.  Sport  in  the  upper  reaches  has  been  slow  ; 
a  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  at  Grassington, 
Burnsall,  Ilkley  and  CoUingham  Bridge,  a  few 
brace  f>f  grayling  have  been  caught.  At  Tadcaster 
and  Ulleskelf  very  little  has  been  done  owing  to 
the  high  water.  The  Nidd  has  been  high  but  fairly 
clear.  In  the  upper  reaches  very  few  anglers  have 
been  out  at  Pateley  Bridge,  Dacre  Banks  and 
Birstwith.  In  the  lower  reaches  at  Knaresboro, 
Ribston  and  Walshford  Bridge  a  few  rods  have 
been  out.  Sport,  on  the  whole,  has  been  fair 
amongst  the  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  the  best  baits 
being  paste  and  maggots.  On  Tuesday,  the  Harro- 
gate Angling  Club  turned  into  their  length  at 
Ribston  2000  yearling  trout,  so  anglers  can  make 
sure  there  is  now  a  good  stock  of  trout  in  this  river 
for  next  season.  At  the  time  of  sending  this  repwrt 
there  is  an  improvement  in  the  weather.  A  day  or 
two  of  fine  weather  would  put  all  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  in  fine  trim  for  angling ;  but  atmospherical 
conditions  remain  unfavourable.— John  E.Millek. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  The  weather  of  late 
has  been  very  wet  and  boisterous  in  this 
district.  The  rainfall  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
last  was  by  far  the  heaviest  for  several  years. 
On  the  former  day  it  measured  '48  of  an  inch, 
and  on  the  latter  day  •46.  The  river  Deveron, 
which  has  been  in  flood  more  or  less  since  the  close 
of  the  rod  fishing,  was  exceedingly  high,  overflowing 
its  banks,  and  causing  a  good  deal  of  damage. 
Fish,  however,  will  now  have  a  free  run  to  the 
upper  spawning  beds,  and,  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  fish  killed  during  the  past  season  by  rod  or  net, 
it  is  expected  that  the  beds  will  be  heavily 
stocked  by  spawning  fish.  The  half-yearly  meet- 
ing of  the  Deveron  District  Fishery  Board  was 
held  at  Banff  last  week.  The  clerk  submitted  the 
estimate  of  income  and  expenditure  for  the  current 
year,  showing  a  deficiency  in  the  sum  estimated  for 
the  purpose  of  protection  of  £337,  and  the  sum 
necessary  for  repayment  of  instalment  of  loan  from 
the  Scottish  Equitable  Insurance  Company,  with 
one  year's  interest,  £435  6s.  4d.  The  valuation  and 
rental  of  the  fishings  for  the  year  to  Whit  Sunday, 
1906,  was  stated  to  be  £3424  14s.  The  assessments 
were  fixed  as  follows: — For  protection.  Is.  llfd.  in 
the  £,  and  for  instalment  of  loan  and  iatereet, 
2s.  6id.— in  all,  4s.  6d.  in  the  £.— H.  W. 

South  of  Scotland. — Fishing  in  the  Mount  An- 
nan water  in  the  Salmon  pool,  on  Nov.  10,  the 
keeper,  Riley,  landed  one  salmon  of  24Jlb.  with 
spoon-bait.  In  the  Brewery  pool  of  the  tidal 
waters  below  the  town  bridge  of  Annan,  Mr.  J. 
Loudon  had  a  good  fish  of  about  251b.,  with  brown 
Turkey  Fly,  and  on  Nov.  13,  Mr.  W.  Wright 
(Ednam)  had  a  fine  salmon  of  231b.  with  a  phan- 
tom minnow.  Hoddom  Castle  water  for  the  past 
fortnight  has  been  exclusively  fished  by  the  guests 
at  the  castle,  but  sport  has  been  very  disappoint- 
ing. In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion  of  Castle- 
milk  several  fish  have  been  landed  with  the 
fly.  On  Saturday  last  a  visitor  had  one  of  181b. 
out  of  the  Dillum  pool,  above  Milk  pool ;  and 
on  Nov.  13,  Mr.  John  Rae  kiUed  one  out  of 
Stags  pool  of  181b.,  and  in  Upper  Oawford  pool 
on  the  same  day  he  landed  another  of  121b.  At  the 
town  cauld  they  were  seen  passing  up  the  salmon 
pass  in  front  of  the  forenoon  tide.  In  the  Dinwoodie 
and  Wamphray  waters  a  number  of  grilse  and 
small  salmon  have  been  landed.  Mr.  Johnstone 
took  one  of  about  101b.  on  Monday  with  fly,  and  a 
stranger  had  one  of  8lb.  Mr.  Andrew  Wilson-Cairn 
landed  one  of  151b.  out  of  the  St.  Mungo  Manse  pool 
of  Murraythwaite  water.  In  the  Hoddom  water  the 
keeper  had  an  18-pounder  with  fly  out  of  the  Goat 
pool.  On  Wednesday,  fishing  in  the  Brewery 
pool  of  the  lower  reaches,  Mr.  J.  Laurie  killed 
one  of  lOlb.  with  a  small  silver  Devon  minnow,  and 
Mr. Wm. Wright  had  a  nice  little  cock  fish  of  8Jlb.  out 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  Spittal  pool.  Two  small  fish 
of  from  81b. to  101b. were  killed  in  Wamphray  section. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — Fishing  Mr.  Carruthers' 
section  near  to  Portrack  the  other  day,  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton, solicitor,  Dumfries,  had  a  grand  fish  of  241b. 
with  Jackson's  "Special."  Some  other  anglers, 
whose  names  did  not  transpire,  had  fish  in  the  Mid- 
Nithsdale  Association  waters.  A  visitor  from  Dairy 
of  Ayrshire  had  one  fine  fish  of  22^lb.  out  of  the 
Red  Brow  pool,  near  Scaurfoot.  The  Sanquhar 
waters  have  not  yielded  much  sport  to  the  rods. 
The  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  has  also  given  little  sport 
during  the  past  week. — Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District. — The  lakes  and  other 
coarse  fishing  waters  have  toned  down  into  better 
form  for  pike  and  perch  fishing,  but  so  far  very 
little  in  that  line  has  been  done  in  this  district. 
The  North-East  Ulster  Club  proposes  holding  an 
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open  coarse  fishing  competition  at  Toome  on 
Christmas  Day.  No  protection  is  being  given  to 
the  small  trout  streams  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  hoxLghH  Conn  and  Cnllen  ^Balllna,  oo. 
Mayo). — Captain  Ramwell  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Redfern 
had  several  jack,  largest  tw.>,  21  lb.  and  291b.  They 
also  lost  two  very  large  jack,  from  appearance  well 
over  401b.  each.  Splendid  wild  fowling  in  the 
estuary  of  the  Moy  with  duck,  widgeon,  teal,  golden 
plover,  green  plover,  and  curlew.  Both  loughs  are 
now  in  good  trim  for  jack. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Salmon  have  been 
ascending  the  Cummeragh  en  route  for  the  spawning 
grounds  during  the  recent  heavy  rains.  These 
spawning  grounds  are  well  protected,  a  big  stafi  of 
watchers  being  assisted  by  ten  members  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  specially  told  off  for  the 
purpose.  The  past  angling  season  here  was  a  very 
poor  one  for  salmon,  but  fair  at  times  for  sea-trout. 
An  unprecedented  rush  of  anglers  took  place,  200 
rod  licences  being  taken  out  in  the  district,  and 
there  were  twenty  or  so  other  anglers  fished  here 
who  had  previously  taken  out  licences  elsewhere. 
A  licence  taken  out  in  any  district  in  Ireland  is 
available  for  the  whole  of  Ireland.  The  weir  fishery 
opens  as  usual  on  Jan.  I,  and  angling  a  month 
later.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Biirnliam-on-Croucli. — The  local  anglers  have 
been  having  some  good  sport  with  codling,  dabs, 
and  whiting  the  past  few  days.  Jubal  Hawkes, 
jun.,  and  his  wife,  fishing  two  hours  on  Nov.  11, 
caught  seventy-seven  good  codling,  dabs,  and 
whiting;  Teddy  Bourne  had  twelve  good  fish;  and 
W.  Wisemen,  among  other  fish,  a  codling  between 
31b.  and  41b.  There  are  plenty  of  good  fish  in  the 
rivers  Roach  and  Crouch  now,  and  good  sport 
should  be  had  the  coming  neap  tides  this  week  end 
and  the  beginning  of  next.  The  trawlers  have  been 
taking  some  good  sprats  and  dabs. — F.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (oo.  Kerry). — Whiting  have  been 
giving  good  sport  around  here  lately,  but  during  the 
last  few  days  angling  has  been  suspended  owing  to 
very  severe  weather. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Fiiday.  Nov.  10,  wind  southerly,  fine  and 
warm  all  day,  freshening  late  in  the  evening,  with 
rain,  and  good  takes  of  fish  landed  all  round.  Messrs. 
W.  E.  Mathews  and  Chamber  took,  on  Nov.  9  and 
10,  eighteen  score  seven  whiting,  besides  flatfish, 
pouting  and  dogfish.  Messrs.  Wickham  and  Wacher, 
fishing  lor  five  days,  took  fifty-nine  score  whiting, 
a  great  number  of  these  were  very  fine  fish,  and 
seven  cod  and  codling  weighing  451b.,  besides  several 
pouting,  eel,  and  dogfish.  Nov.  11,  gale,  S.S.W., 
with  rain,  nothing  done  in  the  way  of  fishing  with 
rod  and  line,  and  in  the  evening  a  large  number  of 
angling  gentlemen  put  in  an  appearance.  Nov.  12, 
N.W.,  fine,  with  blue  sky  and  bright  sunshine,  and 
quite  a  competition  day  with  gaily  punts,  besides  a 
large  quantity  of  fore  and  mizzen  boats,  and  good 
takes  of  fish  landed,  averaging  six  to  eight  score 
whitin  g  per  boat,  besides  codling,  eel,  pouting,and  flat- 
fish ;  Mr.  Nunn  over  six  score  whiting,  six  codling,  one 
eel,  two  dabs,  and  several  fine  pouting ;  Mr.  Carter  and 
friend  about  seven  score  whiting,  and  other  fish ; 
Mr.  Melville  about  seven  score,  and  a  large  con- 
tingent of  anglers  left  by  the  evening  train  together 
with  splendid  takes  of  fish.  Nov.  13,  S  S.E.  first  part 
of  day,  backing  round  to  east  later,  with  cold 
showers,  and  considering  the  state  of  the  weather 
decent  sport  was  obtained.  Nov.  14,  easterly, 
fresh,  with  cold  showers ;  not  many  boats  out.  Mr. 
Peal  put  out  for  afternoon  fishing,  and  secured  a 
cod  of  11  lb.,  half  score  good  whiting,  and  several 
large  pouting ;  Nov.  15,  gale,  easterly,  with  strong 
swell.  Nothing  done  in  the  way  of  fishing  with  rod 
and  line.  Unless  weather  moderates,  prospect  for 
fishing  this  week-end  will  not  be  bright. — Edwabd 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (tne  Fier). — Very  unsettled  weather  pre- 
vailed here  at  the  end  of  last  week,  which  culminated 
in  a  heavy  gale  from  the  south-east,  accompanied  by 
blinding  downpours  of  rain  and  sleet  on  Saturday 
last.  Kut  few  pier  anglers  dared  face  the  blast,  and 
catches  were  very  poor  in  every  case.  Fortunately, 
the  wind  Hew  into  the  north  west  during  the  night, 
and  Sunday  broke  bright  and  pleasant.  Pier  fishing 
generally  poor  throughout  Nov.  13,  14,  and  15. 
The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Pier  Competition. — This 
annual  event  took  place  on  Nov.  12  and  13,  and 
conditions  of  wind  and  weather  were  generally 
favouraVjle  on  both  days,  though  Monday  afternoon 
proved  showery.  The  one  great  drawback  was  the 
great  scat  city  of  lugworms  for  bait  on  account  of 
low  water  happening  Vjoth  morning  and  evening 
during  the  hours  of  darkness,  nearly  everyone 
having  to  fall  back  upon  whitebait,  herrings,  and 
spr.its,  fortunately  plomi  ul.  The  wh  )le  of  the 
local  arrangements  for  Nov.  12  were  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  J.  Pickup  (secretary,  B.S.A.S.),  Mr.  Chas. 


Hussey,  and  Mr.  Percy  C.  Edgar,  and  so  completely 
had  every  detail  been  attended  to  beforehand  by 
these  three  officers  that  no  single  contretemps 
occurred  throughout  the  day's  proceedings.  Places 
were  drawn  for  daily  upon  both  ebb  and  flood 
tides,  so  that  each  competitor  had  an  equal  chance 
of  obtaining  the  best  positions.  The  rules  stipulated 
that  no  cod,  conger,  or  dogfish  of  less  than  1  lb. 
should  be  weighed  in,  and  no  other  fish  of  less 
than  Goz.,  and  that  crustaceans  vere  excluded. 
The  most  valuable  prize  offered,  the  "  John  Bicker- 
dyke"  Challenge  Cup,  falls  to  the  captor  of  the 
lieaviest  weight  of  sizeahle  fish  taken  on  any  one 
day  during  the  competition,  wh  >  holds  this  trophy 
dur  ing  the  ensuing  year,  but  suoh  trophy  becomes 
the  absolute  property  of  any  member  winning  it 
three  times.  A  silver  medal  is  given  for  the  heaviest 
weight  of  sizeable  fish  taken  each  day,  and  a  bronze 
medal  as  second  prize  if  the  competitor  weighs  in 
not  lesi  than  101b.  of  sizeable  fish.  Ten  ladies  and 
thirty-five  gentlemen  entered,  but  most  of  their 
catches  were  so  small  that  they  did  not  bring  them 
to  the  scales.  The  best  catch  on  Nov.  12  was 
that  of  Mr.  W.  Eyre,  whose  total  of  siz^pable  fish 
amounted  to  71b.  7oz.  Messrs.  Chas.  Hussey,  Mr. 
P.  C.  Edgar,  Mr.  W.  Tress,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Reynolds 
were  the  presiding  officers  on  Nov.  13,  and,  as  on 
the  previous  day,  the  arrangements  left  nothing 
to  be  desired.  Miss  Allison  Wolff  brought  the  best 
catch  to  the  scales,  131b.  3:Joz.  of  sizeable  fish,  and 
thus  becomes  entitled  to  the  highest  award.  Her 
skill  as  an  angler  is  well  known  to  pier  visitors, 
many  of  whom  have  for  the  last  month  had  ample 
opportunities  of  witnessing  her  dexterity  in  casting. 
To  the  dearth  of  lugworms  must  be  attributed  the 
meagre  results  obtained  by  all  the  competitors,  as 
whiting  have  recently  taken  this  bait  much  more 
readily  than  any  other  obtainable  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood.— J.  Richabd.son  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waltou-on-Naze. — Pier  competition  took  place 
on  Nov.  8.  Very  few  competitors.  J.  Polbey 
secured  first  prize.  Tide  very  slack,  but  later  in 
the  evening  fish  bit  well.  Since  Nov.  10  it  has  been 
blowing  hard.  Water  very  thick.  Fish  dead  off. — 
J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.AS.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sea-angling  has  been 
suspended  from  Nov.  11  to  Nov.  13  in  consequence 
of  very  stormy  and  wet  weather.  Previous  to  the 
break  very  good  sport  was  being  had  at  whiting, 
gurnard,  mackerel,  scad,  and  bream. — T.  J.  D. 

Wejrmouth. — The  weather  is  still  very  boister- 
ous here,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  a  strong  north- 
easterly wind  is  blowing,  which  makes  angling 
anything  but  pleasant.  There  have  been  some  good 
pollack  taken  in  the  bay,  when  it  has  been  fine 
enough  to  venture  out,  fish  up  to  91b.  in  weight,  while 
a  lot  have  been  caught  averaging  from  21b.  to  31b. 
Some  good  catches  of  small  bass  in  the  harbour  are 
also  reported,  baskets  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
four  being  general,  while  one  angler  took  thirty-five 
good  fish  up  to  21b,  in  weight.  There  have  also 
been  a  few  larger  ones  up  to  41b.  With  finer 
weather,  and  when  the  water  clears  a  little,  we  hope 
to  have  abundance  of  sport  amongst  the  bass, 
pollack,  and  codling. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


MORE  FISH  FOR  THE  BLENHEIM 
ANGLERS. 


A  SUCCESSFUL  NETTING. 

A  FEW  days  ago  Mr.  A.  Derry,  the  secretary  of 
the  Blenheim  Angling  Society,  received  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  A.  R.  Peart,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Chess  Valley  Fish  Farm  near  Chorley  Wood, 
informing  him  that  he  had  been  instructed  by  Mr. 
John  Kerr,  M.P.,  of  Loudwater  Park,  Rickrnans- 
worth  (formerly  the  seat  of  the  late  Mr.  Panmure 
Gordon),  to  net  the  coarse  fish  out  of  the  ornamental 
lake  and  part  of  the  River  Chess  on  that  estate, 
and  tliat  it  was  that  gentleman's  special  desire  that 
the  fish  should  be  given  to  some  local  angling 
society  if  they  would  like  to  have  them  and  were 
willing  to  pay  the  cost  of  removal.  Needless  to 
say,  Mr.  Derry  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Blenheim  A.S.) 
lost  no  time  in  accepting  on  behalf  of  the  society 
such  a  generous  offer.  The  netting  operations 
were  carried  out  on  Nov.  8  and  9,  it  being  found 
impossible  to  finish  the  business  in  one  day,  and 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  a  large  quantity  of  coarse 
fish.  The  first  day's  work  produced  nearly  2000 
roach,  150  perch,  and  90  jack,  and  these  were 
distributed  in  the  waters  of  tlie  B  A.S.  as  follows  : 
— All  the  jack  and  part  of  the  roach  were  put  into 
Harofield  Broadwater  ;  perch  and  roach  into  Den- 
ham  Strait,  and  perch  and  roach  into  the  section 
between  Rickmansworth  and  Springwell.  On  the 
second  day  about  350  roacii,  150  perch,  and  20 
jack  wore  taken,  and  of  these  the  perch  and  roach 
were  turned  into  the  Harofield  section  near  the 
Fisheries  Hotel,  and  the  pike  below  Jack's  Mill 


House.  The  total  number  of  fish  secured  was, 
therefore,  about  2800  ;  the  largest  pike  was  over 
81b.,  many  being  31b.  to  51b.  ;  the  best  perch  1  lb., 
many  ilb.  ;  and  the  best  roach  about  l^lb.,  the 
majority  7in.  to  8in.  Messrs.  Arraitage,  Viner, 
Rodbur,  and  A.  R.  Armitage,  as  well  as  the  society's 
bailiffs,  attended  and  assisted  in  the  work,  and 
they  all  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  expeditious 
manner  in  which  the  netting  was  carried  out  under 
the  personal  supervision  of  Mr.  Peart,  who  has 
every  necessary  appliance,  and  made  excellent 
arrangements  for  the  transference  of  the  fish.  The 
members  feel  greatly  indebted  to  the  present 
tenant  of  Loudwater  Park  for  his  thoughtfulness 
and  inestimable  support,  and  it  may,  perhaps,  be 
added  that  3000  fish  were  obtained  last  year  for 
restocking  purpo.ses,  which,  with  those  already 
enumerated,  ought  not  only  to  prove  most  beneficial 
to  the  society's  fishery,  but  should  provide  excellent 
sport.  On  Nov.  5  Mr.  Derry,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Yarham,  paid  a  visit  to  the  Chess  Valley  Fish 
Farm  at  the  invitation  of  the  proprietor,  who  met 
them  there  and  showed  them  over  his  establish- 
ment, and  they  desire  to  express  their  thanks  to 
him  for  his  courtesy,  and  to  say  that  they  were 
greatly  delighted  at  the  sight  of  many  thousands 
of  trout  of  various  sizes,  including  fine  specimens 
of  between  41b.  and  61b. — a  splendid  stock  of  fish. 

E.  B. 


Associations,  cfc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Cripplegate   Institute,  Golden  lane.   Barbican,  on 
Monday  next  (Nov.  20),  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 
Anglers*  Benevolent  Society — Thames  Com- 
petition. 

Fine  weather  favoured  the  above  at  Richmond 
on  Nov.  12,  but  the  unpromising  outlook  on  Nov.  11 
doubtless  deterred  many,  for  only  507  entered. 
Over  200  weighed  in,  but  the  takes  ruled  small, 
and  the  head  of  fish  in  our  metropolitan  Thames 
has  not  sufiered  much,  the  total  weight  being 
under  1021b.    The  first  six  are  as  under  : — 

lb.  oz. 

G.  Hodge  (Spread  Eagle) . .  ..210 
F.  Gray  (Good  Intent)  . .  . .  2  9 
C.  Sevems  (Duke  of  Norfolk)     ..2  7 

H.  Bagge  (Warwick  Castle)        . .     1  12 
A.  Glass  (Walham  Green)         ..     1  llj 
H.  Templeman  (Walham  Green)    1  11-| 

The  lowest  weight  likely  to  take  a  prize  will  be  8Joz. 
The  Carlton  Cup  Competition  resulted  as  under : — 


lb.  oz. 

Walham  Green    . .        . .        . .  4  15^ 

Putney      . .        . .        . .        . .  4  4 

Good  Jntent    3  14J 

Spread  Eagle       . .        . .        . .  3  4 

St.  Albans    3  4 

Dalston   3  1 

North-East  Brothers      . .        . .  2  14 

Brompton  . .        ..                  ..  2  11 


Mr.  Sevems,  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  was  unfor- 
tunate in  not  having  a  brother  member  eligible  to 
weigh  with  him.  All  the  arrangements  worked 
smoothly,  and  Host  East's  dispositions  at  the 
Pigeons  were  admirable.  Space  will  not  permit 
lis  to  enumerate  all  those  who  so  kindly  and  cheer- 
fully worked  hard  as  scalesmen,  stewards,  etc.,  but 
mention  must  be  made  of  Mr.  Moore  (Brompton 
A.S.)  who  has  assisted  Mr.  Barber  in  the  clerical 
and  general  work  of  the  competition  throughout. 
The  Carlton  Cup  was  on  view  and  much  admired. 
The  T.A.P.S.  box,  we  are  glad  to  note,  was  not 
forgotten. — W.  H.  Babber,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shop- 
herd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  our  meeting  on  Nov.  8  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
occupied  the  chair.  Over  thirty  members  journeyed 
to  Marlow  on  Nov.  12  and  fished  a  "sides"  match, 
which  ended,  after  a  keen  contest,  in  a  victory  for 
the  chairman's  side  over  the  secretary's  by  not 
many  ounces.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Co. 
kindly  placed  a  special  through  carriage  at  the 
disposal  of  the  society,  and  the  weather  being  fine, 
a  very  pleasant  day  was  spent.  Messrs.  Metz  and 
Norman  and  the  chairman  were  the  chief  con- 
tributors for  the  winners,  Messrs.  Loudensack, 
Rodbur,  Viner,  and  Wilkins  helping  to  swell  the 
total  for  the  losers.  Mr.  Metz  had  the  heaviest 
take  of  fish,  two  chub  and  several  nice  dace  (best 
5^oz.),  Mr.  Norman  a  perch,  lib.  2oz.,  and  the 
secretary,  Mr.  Derry,  the  best  roach.  The  most 
important  announcement,  however,  and  one  which 
will  doubtless  come  as  a  pleasant  .surprise  to  many, 
is  that  the  society  has  been  enabled  through  the 
sportsmanlike  generosity  of  Mr.  John  Kerr,  M.P., 
of  Loudwater  Park,  Rickmansworth,  to  secure,  for 
restocking  purposes,  about  2800  coarse  fish  (a 
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special  account  of  wliich  appears  on  page  368). 
Members  are  reminded  that  there  will  be  an  informal 
dinner,  followed  by  a  concert,  at  the  society's  London 
headquarters  on  Nov.  23,  at  8  p.m. — E.  B. 

City  op  London  Piscatobi.^  Society. 
Tlie  meeting  at  Mason'sNHall  Tavern  on  Nov.  14, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Clark,  was  notable  as 
being  the  occasion  of  an  important  lecture  by  Mr. 
Albert  E.  Jackson,  of  the  Anglers'  News.  Fisliing 
reports  were  particularly  scarce;    however.  Miss 
Wolff,  a  lady  "associate  member,"  has  succeeded 
in  taking  a  silver  medal  and  winning  the  "  Bicker- 
dyke  Cup  "  at  Deal ;  gentlemen  members  were  not 
nearly  so  fortunate,  and  Mr.  J.  Warne,  who  had 
fished  on  the  Broads,  had  had  very  poor  sport. 
Mr.  Jackson's  lantern  lecture  on  "  Tlie  Salvation 
of  our  Fishing  Rivers"  was  abundantly  illustrated 
by  numerous  effective  diagrams  and  beautiful  views 
of  river  scenery  pertinent  to  the  subject.    In  an 
interesting  way  the  lecturer  traced  the  various 
origins  of  different  classes  of  rivers  and  streams, 
and  drew  special  attention  to  the  geological  aud 
meteorological    factors    concerned,  pointing  out, 
amongst  many  strange  peculiarities,  that  appa- 
rently streams  "running  eastwards  seemed  to  diminish 
in  volume  as  time  went  on,  whilst  the  westward 
streams  appeared  not  to  be  affected.     Instances  of 
lessening  rivers  familiar  to  all  of  vis  were  adduced, 
such  as  the  Thames,  Lea,  and  Kennet,  which  had 
been  decreasing  for  untold  ages.    Remedies  as 
regards  pollution,  depletion  by  excessive  abstraction 
for  domestic  supply,  etc.,  were  pointed  out,  and 
also   better  regulations   as  regards  fishing,  and 
"salvation"  was  suggested  in  a  scientific,  broad- 
minded,  and  national  system  of  water  supply.  It 
was  no  good,  said  the  lecturer,  tinkering  with  the 
question  by  appointing  a  local  water  board.  A 
Goverimient  Department  must  look  after  the  water 
and  properly  conserve  it.    The  excessive  rainfall 
in  the  west  must  be  made  not  only  to  supply  the 
needs  of  the  teeming  population  of  the  towns  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  country,  but  to  replenish  the 
dying  rivers.    The  success  of  the  lecture  was  greatly 
added  to  by  the  excellent  lantern  and  operator  and 
the  sixty-six  artistic  slides  which  Mr.  Wood,  of  2, 
Queen-street,   Cheapside,  had  provided.    At  the 
close  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr. 
Jackson  for  his  very  entertaining  and  instructive 
lecture.    The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. 
Will  members  kindly  note  that  there  will  be  a 
"  Microscopical  and  Scientific  "  evening  on  Tuesday 
next  (Nov.  21),  when  it  is  hoped  many  interesting 
objects  will  be  shown. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gateshead  Angling  Association. 
The  members  of  the  above  association  held  their 
eleventh  annual  dinner  at  the  Nag's  Head  Hotel, 
High-street,  on  Nov.  15.  There  was  a  fairly  good 
company  present,  and  dinner  was  served  in  the 
usual  excellent  style  by  Mrs.  Storey,  of  the  Grey 
Horse  Grill,  to  whom  every  praise  is  due.  After 
dinner  the  usual  loyal  toast  having  been  duly 
honoured,  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
harmony.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Cooper 
and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Bell.  The  toast  of 
the  "  Patrons  "  wa.s  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  T.  White, 
and  "  The  Kindred  Associations  and  Visitors  "  were 
proposed  by  Mr.  A.  P.  Menzies,  responded  to  by 
Mr.  Charlton  and  Mr.  Handysides.  The  following 
artistes  contributed  to  a  very  enjoyable  programme  : 

 Messrs.  G.  Tait,  Shepherd,  Eddy,  T.  McCloud, 

Hanydsides,  Bell,  Smith,  McMahon,  and  R. 
Watson.  Mr.  S.  Smith,  clarionet  solos.  During 
the  evening  the  hon.  sec.  (H.  -J.  Stephenson)  read 
the  annual  report,  which  showed  the  club  to  be  in 
a  flourishing  condition.  Mr.  R.  T.  White  paid  a 
high  tribute  to  Mr.  Jos.  Major,  who  has  kindly 
given  his  services  as  referee  for  several  years.  Mr. 
T.  McCloud  ably  presided  at  the  piano. — H.  Sims. 
Gke-sham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  John  Phillips  presided  over  a  well-attended 
meeting  of  the  society  on  Nov.  14.  A  report  was 
received  during  the  evening  from  Kelvedon,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  at  last  a  good  push  of 
water  had  put  both  colour  and  life  into  the  stream, 
and  unless  the  wind  continues  in  its  present  quarter, 
north-east,  the  prospects  for  the  week-end  are 
much  brighter.  A  few  good  reports  were  given, 
among  which  were  the  capture  of  some  fine  class 
roach  by  Mr.  A.  Zerfass,  four  weighing  71b.  15oz., 
and  some  very  nice  grayling  taken  by  Mr.  H.  M. 
Birch.  Mr.  Mark  Davies,  the  veteran  member  of 
the  society,  will  read  a  paper  on  Tuesday  next'  (Nov. 
21),  when  it  is  hoped  a  large  number  of  members 
and  their  friends  will  be  present. — Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  at  our  head- 
quarters on  Nov.  15,  when  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  pre- 
sided ov.r  a  well-attended  meeting.  Mr.  W.  T. 
Attwood  and  Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Groenhill  have  defeated 
their  opponents  at  Pangbourne,  and  thus  qualified 


for  the  final  in  the  club  championship.  The  weekly 
wire  from  oiu-  Barford  fishery  proved  a  great 
disappointment  to  the  members  who  intended 
attending  the  outing — it  ran :  "  Water  too  high  and 
thick  for  fishing  this  week-end."  Consequently, 
tlie  outing  had  to  be  abandoned  and  the  members 
cancel  their  live-baits.  An  interesting  discussion 
was  opened  by  Mr.  H.  Dunn  on  "  Fishing  in  Flood- 
time";  a  good  deal  of  interest  was  shown,  and 
members  related  their  experiences  and  captures  in 
thick  waters.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Dunn  and 
the  chair  closed  the  meeting. — G.  R. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  R.  Bradford  took  the  chair  at  the  meeting 
on  Nov.  13,  but  from  the  reports  received  from 
members  it  appeared  that  angling  during  the  past 
week  had  been  indifferent.  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Poole  had  a  few  grayling  from  the  Itchen,  the  best 
flies  being  the  spent  Wickham  and  Witch.  Mr. 
E.  H.  Garrod,  who  had  been  to  the  same  river  in 
North  Wales  upon  which  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham 
had  such  grand  sport  with  salmon,  did  not  get  a 
fish.  Two  other  members  also  drew  a  blank  there. 
At  Newbury,  the  Lambourn  had  fished  badly  for 
grayling,  but  the  Kennet  had  yielded  a  couple  of 
pike.  The  chairman  had  one  of  61b.,  and  Mr. 
Moseley  the  second,  ^Ih.  heavier.  Mr.  Fletcher 
did  little  at  Uxbridge.  Mr.  Blanckensee  mentioned 
that  he  had  been  informed  that  q,  grayling  had  been 
caught  in  the  Colne  at  Thorney  Weir.  No  par- 
ticulars were  forthcoming  beyond  the  bare  announce- 
ment of  the  fact,  but  it  would  be  of  interest  if  the 
statement  could  be  corroborated  and  the  weight 
of  the  fish  stated,  ^veral  years  ago  grayling  were 
placed  in  the  Colne  at  Denham  and  in  the  True  Wal- 
tonians'  water  higher  up,  and  in  1902  a  brace  was 
killed  on  the  former  water.  Grayling  were  also 
introduced  a  long  while  ago  in  the  Piscatorial 
Society's  'fishery  at  Uxbridge,  but  they  have  all 
disappeared.  Should  further  inquiries  result  in 
establishing  the  fact  that  a  grayling  was  actually 
taken  at  Thorney  Weir,  the  incident  would  be  of 
much  moment,  for  if  this  delicate  fish  can  exist 
in  the  Colne  below  Uxbridge,  it  assuredly  should 
thrive  in  the  higher  reaches  above  the  town. — Hon. 
Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

When,  on  the  25th  of  last  month.  Mr.  Charles 
Huseey,  of  Walmer,  was  giving  his  lecture  on  "  The 
Fish  and  Fishermen  of  the  English  Channel,"  news 
was  unfortunately  received  by  the  society  of  the 
illness  of  Dr.  J.  Simpson- Ladell,  who  was  on  the 
programme  for  Nov.  15  for  a  paper  on  "What 
Fish  are  Sea  Fish."  Mr.  Hu5=ey  at  once,  with 
customary  good  nature  and  zeal,  stepped  into 
the  breach  and  consented  to  fill  the  vacant  evening 
with  a  demonstration  of  the  mode  of  preparing 
lantern  slides  by  photography. 

As  he  is  a  well-known  master  of  thS  art,  and 
members  knew  this  full  well  from  long  acquaintance 
with  his  work,  the  society's  rooms  were  again 
crammed,  and  no  one  regretted  having  braved  the 
elements — nasty  sleety  ones,  too — for  the  demon- 
stration was  most  successful.  Members  and  visitors 
lelt  declaring  thev  now  uudersto  d  how  Mr.  Hussey's 
marvellous  results  were  attained,  with  the  single 
exception  of  "  Dragnet,"  who  openly  avowed  that 
he  "  could  not  understand  how  it  was  done." 

Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  the  chairman,  called  upon 
Mr.  Hus-!ey  to  demonstrate,  introduction  of  a  man 
so  well  known  to  all  being  needless.  Beginning  at 
the  beginning,  the  audience  was  reminded  that  the 
first  gleam  of  the  art  d  ited  back  to  1576,  when 
Porta  certainly  discovered  that  a  small  hole  in  the 
side  of  a  shed  threw  a  picture  from  outsiiie  on  the 
opp  isite  wall,  but  nothing  f.  llowed  untd  Fabricius, 
by  mixing  sea  water  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of 
soda,  pioduced  chliiide  of  silver — the  ''Luna 
Cornea  "  or  horn  silver  of  that  day — and  discovered 
that  it  had  the  property  of  becoming  black  on  ex- 
posure to  light  in  proportion  to  the  period  of  time 
for  which  it  was  expo-ed.  He  stopj  ed  there,  and 
it  WHS  not  until  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth 
century  that  Sir  Humphry  Davy  and  Wedgwood 
obtained  the  image  on  paper,  but  failed  in  fixing  it 
there. 

The  hue  discovery  dates  from,  in  France,  the  good 
work  done  by  Daguerre  and  Niepce,  and  in  England 
by  the  late  H.  Fox  Talbot.  The  former  worked 
with  a  silver  plate  sensitised  by  the  vapour  of 
iodine,  and  marvellously  delicate  results  were 
attained,  and  they  were  permanent.  A  very  beau- 
tiful specimen  of  one  of  Mr.  Nickels'  ancestois  was 
handed  round  and  very  much  admired.  But  the 
picture  was  finite  and  could  not  be  reproduced. 
Fox  Talbot's  discoveries  removed  all  difficulties, 
and  his  processes  improved  certainly  were  those 
now  used. 

The  demonstrator  then  proceeded  to  show  what 
a  negative  was  by  producing  one.  A  large  and 
powerful  photographic  lantern  with  limelight  was 


installed  upon  a  table,  and  a  most  excellent  likeness 
of  the  chairman  in  club  rig  was  shown.  The  room 
being  then  darkened,  a  sheet  of  sensitised  paper  was 
placed  upon  the  screen,  the  image,  intensely  lit, 
thrown  and  kept  upon  it.  The  developing  solution 
being  then  brushed  upnn  its  surface,  the  image 
appeared,  but  lo  !  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 's  fair  fflce  was 
black  as  that  of  a  Moor,  the  irreproachable  shirt 
collar  and  front  even  blacker,  the  decent  black  coat 
had  become  that  of  a  miller — white  had  become  black 
and  black  white.  Now  this.  Says  Mr.  Hus-ey,  is  a 
negative.  No  explanation  was  needed — the  eye 
had  seen  and  the  brain  understood  step  No.  1, 
said  Mr.  Huasey.  We  have  got  our  negative.  Now 
for  the  printing  process  by  which  we  obtain  our 
picture,  called  the  "positive,"  the  well-known  one 
of  placing  the  negative,  after  fixing,  in  the  bath  to 
abstract  the  unused  silver  salt,  upon  a  piece  of 
sensitised  paper  in  a  frame,  exposing  it  to  the 
light,  in  this  ca^e  that  of  an  ordinary  gas 
mantle.  The  developing  and  the  cleansing 
bath  used,  and,  hey  presto  !  the  picture  was 
handed  round  the  room ;  it  was  a  good  one,  and 
declared  to  be  a  positive — black  was  black  and  white 
was  white,  as  they  should  always  be.  This  com- 
pleted his  illustration  of  the  printing  process.  The 
camera  he  usually  worked  with  was  then  handed 
round,  and  its  proper  working  explained  with  a 
richness  of  detail  not  reproducible  here.  Its  use 
and  that  of  another  more  suitable  for  distance 
marine  views  were  shown  as  being  specially  adapted 
for  the  sea  angler's  use;  for  these  are  rightly 
expected  to  save,  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  fellow 
members,  pictures  in  pencil  and  in  paint,  and  by  the 
pen  and  by  the  camera,  of  their  happy  experiences, 
and  of  what  they  have  seen. 

The  negative  and  the  positive  having  thus  been 
obtained,  there  only  remained  to  be  shown  their 
conversion  into  the  lantern  slide. 

The  positive  for  reproduction,  on  glass,  was 
placed  between  the  big  lantern,  and  Mr.  Hussey's 
camera  placed  in  line  looking  light  into  the  lantern 
lense.  Adjustments  being  made,  a  few  seconds' 
exposure  sufficed,  and  the  lantern  slide  taken  out  of 
the  camera,  developed  and  fixed,  was  very  quickly 
handed  round  for  inspection.    It  was  a  capital  one. 

It  was  explained  that  by  this  process  of  making 
slides  by  reduction  the  picture  could,  in  reason,  be 
enlarged  or  reduced.  In  this  case  it  was  reduced  to 
lantern  size. 

But  if  the  picture  was  already  of  right  size,  the 
very  much  simpler  pr<icess  of  printing  it  by  "  con- 
tact "  on  a  very  sensitive  plate  could  be  adopted. 
The  demonstrator  very  quickly  produced  one  by 
simple  exposure  to  the  gaslight  in  the  room,  the 
picture  being  imposed  upon  the  plate. 

The  mere  holding  up  of  the  picture  with  daylight 
showing  through  it  was  sufficient  to  enable  a  sliJe 
to  be  photographed  th«^refrom  by  the  ordinary 
camera  process.  For  enlarged  copies  the  use  of 
"  Velox  ' '  paper  was  recommended.  For  taking  fish  it 
was  recommended  th  it  they  should  be  placed  upon 
the  floor  and  illuminated  by  miiror-directed  light 
in  as  many  diieotions  as  possible  to  avoid  shadows, 
if  this  not  convenient,  hang  them  on  a  board,  belly 
up.  The  backs  will  not  suffer  from  the  shade  so 
much. 

The  chairman  invited  remarks  and  questions ; 
they  were  put  and  an-iwered  by  various  members. 
It  had  not  been  generally  noticed  that  he  had  very 
materially  assisted  the  lecturer  by  attending  to  the 
big  lantern  and  its  limelight,  but  it  was  so,  and  he 
said  nothing  about  it ;  and  there  had  been  a  quiet 
lot  of  a-ides  all  through,  showing  how  much  and 
how  well  ihese  twj  had  worked  together  for  "  good 
slides."^ The  use  of  colour  screens  was  explained, 
but  three-colour  photography  left  alone.  He  pro- 
posed a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hu<sey  for  his 
kindness  and  skill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Howard  in  a 
neat  speech,  and  carried  by  acclamation  and  nicely 
acknowledged.    The  chairman  was  heartily  thanked. 

Business  was  disposed  of  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  as 
chairman.  Reports  from  stations  gave  g  )od  results 
in  spite  of  the  weather.  The  pier  fishing  contest 
at  Deal  on  Nov.  12  and  13  was  well  attended,  and 
resulted  in  the  largest  take  of  fish  the  society  had 
record  of,  thus  amply  establishing  the  supeiiority 
of  Deal  as  a  competition  station.  Miss  Allison 
Wolff  took  251b.  weight  of  fish,  131b.  of  which 
passed  the  judge,  and  there  were  other  good  takes. 

The  secretary  had  received  a  certificate  of  the 
taking  of  a  whiting  of  21b.  13oz.,  the  third  big  one 
this  season  ;  announced  the  capture  at  Lynmouth, 
on  a  i-ingle  boulter  and  at  one  time,  by  Mr.  Bevan, 
ol  fifty-one  conger  weighing  7651b.,  besides  cod  and 
pollack;  another  time,  thirty-eight  conger,  4001b., 
and  a  ground  shark  weighing  601b.,  his  largest  takes 
after  twenty  -  three  years'  experience.  He  also 
exhibited  the  heads  preserved  of  the  cod  and  catfish 
cooked  and  eaten  last  Wednesday. 

I Next  Wednesday,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John 
Bickerdyke")  will  deal  with  the  question  of  "The 
Possibilities  of  a  Neptune  Qub."  H.  P. 
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^offings       t^c  i^ap. 


How  bountiful  thesf-  elements,  compared 
With  aught,  as  more  desirable  and  fair. 
Devised  by  fancy  for  the  golden  age. 
Or  the  perpetual  warbling  that  prevails 
In  Arcady  beneath  unalter'd  skies, 

— Wordsworth. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  beheld  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden- lane.  Barbican,  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  20, 
at  8  p.m. 


As  announced  last  week,  the  members  of  the 
Anglo-French  Piscatorial  Society  will  fish  a  match 
on  the  Thames  on  Nov.  26.  On  the  return  home  a 
banquet  will  be  provideil  by  the  worthy  host  at  the 
headquarters,  the  Cercle  Franvais,  Lisle-street,  W. 
Some  splendid  prizes  (including  gold  medals)  are 
to  be  fished  for,  and  I  notice  that  several  lady 
members  will  participate  in  what  is  likely  to 
prove  a  very  enjoyable  outing.  As  a  member 
of  this  up  -  to-date  society,  I  hope  to  com- 
pete with  some  of  the  fair  sex  on  this  occasion, 
but  I  learn  that  one  intends  ground-baiting  with 
Christmas  pudding,  as  she  thinks  it  more  seasonable 
than  the  ordinary  bread  and  bran.  I  shall  not 
divulge  the  secret  of  the  delectable  dainties  which  I 
shall  carry  with  me  on  Nov.  2(5.  May  they  have 
pleasant  weather — they  are  sure  of  a  good  time. 


The  Deal  Pier  Competition  in  connection  with 
the  B.S  A.S.,  on  Nov.  12  and  13,  was  not  remarkable 
for  heavy  catches.  So  far  as  I  can  glean  from  Mr. 
J.  Richardson's  report.  Miss  Allison  Wolff  brought 
the  best  catch  to  the  scales — 131b.  3§oz.  of  sizeable 
fish,  and  thus  became  entitled  to  the  highest  award 
—  a  silver  medal  and  the  "John  Bickerdyke  "  Cup. 
*  *  »  *  * 

The  Boat  Competition  will  take  place  on  Friday, 
Saturday,  and  Sunday  next,  Nov.  24,  25,  and  26. 
As  only  membeis  of  the  B.S.A.S.  are  eligible  to 
compete,  they  have  been  furnished  with  every  par- 
ticular regarding  this  annual  event.  It  may  be  as 
well  to  remind  members  that  the  S.E.  and  Chatham 
Railway  Company  have  kindly  extended  the  usual 
B.S.A.  tickets  from  Thursday,  Nov.  23,  to  Monday, 
Nov.  27,  inclusive.  "Decent,"  only  "decent," 
weather  is  necessary  to  make  this  hardy  annual  a 
success. 


The  Herne  Bay  Angling  Festival,  as  previously 
announced,  is  fixed  for  Nov.  18,  19,  and  20.  The 
fiahing  is  from  boats  and  pier,  and  every  possible 
arrangement  has  been  made  by  Hon.  Sec.  Joseph 
Gripper,  of  Granville  House,  Heme  Bay,  to  make 
this  function  a  successful  and  enjoyable  one.  It  is 
open  to  all  members  of  bond  fide  clubs,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  there  will  be  a  record  entry.  I 
told  Mr.  Gripper  that  I  hoped  to  "  grip  "  his  hand 
during  the  fete,  and  still  hope  to  do  so.  There  are 
some  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  both  from  boats 
and  pier,  and  all  that  is  necessary  for  success  is — 
well,  fine  weather. 

i|>  *  *  >K  * 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  a  note 
from  Mr.  Gripper,  which,  I  am  sure,  gave  him  as 
much  disappointment  in  sending  as  it  did  to  me 
on  its  reception  : — "  Herne  Bay  A.A.  Festival. — 
Entries  :  Sixty  for  boats,  thirty-seven  for  pier.  A 
strong  breeze  now  blowing,  and  should  it  increase 
we  shall  have  to  postpone  the  festival.  We  have 
a  committee  meeting  to-morrow  evening  (Thursday) 
to  decide  this  point,  and  if  we  are  compelled  to 
postpone  either  the  boat  or  pier  competition  I  will 
wire  you  after  the  meeting.  If  we  are  unfortunate 
enough  to  have  to  postpone  any  part  of  the  festival, 
we  shall  send  a  card  to  each  competitor  on  Thursday 
evening."  [I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  by  Thurs- 
day evening  the  Fishing  Oazette  is  always  at  press 
ready  for  publication  on  the  Friday.  Of  course,  it 
is  impossible  to  give  the  re.sult  of  Thursday  evening's 
consultation.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  weather 
will  be  propitious,  and  prevent  another  disappoint- 
ment in  the  sea-angling  competition.] 


Mr.  E.  S.  Millington,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Henley 
Working  Men's  Fishing  Club,  sends  an  account  of  a 
roving  match  held  on  the  1 1th  inst.  between  War- 
grave  Ferry  and  Aston  Ferry.  There  were  twenty 
competitors,  and  twelve  weighed  in  fish.  The  prize- 
winners were  Messrs.  Percy  Hall,  H.  Haycock,  F. 
Cox,  F.  Willis,  and  J.  J.  Jemmett.  Also  weighed 
in,  Mee^rs.  Pithey,  Tewendon,  Vaughan,  Parrott, 
H.  Winter,  A.  Winter,  and  H.  Hamblin.  The  first 
prize  was  taken  with  Olb.  lOJoz.,  and  the  fifth  with 
21b.  8oz. 


One  of  the  energetic  secretaries  of  the  Folkestone 
Sea  Angling  Society  (Mr.  Geo.  Colman)  writes:  — 
"  I  am  sorry  that  you  were  not  able  to  announce 
the  postponement  of  our  boat  and  piers  competi- 
tion. It  was  only  at  6  p.m.  on  the  night  of 
Thursday  that '  the  heads  of  the  profession  '  decided 
that  it  was  too  rough  to  enjoy  good  sport — in 
fact,  it  waa  not  safe  to  venture  out.  So  we  have 
leluctantly  been  compelled  to  postpone  the 
events  until  Dec.  2,  3,  and  4  for  pier,  and 
Dec.  8,  9,  and  10  for  boats."  Several  inquiries  have 
been  made  as  to  latest  date  for  entries.  "They  are 
as  follows :  Nov.  30  for  piers,  and  Dec.  6  for  boats. 
The  Folkestone  boys  are,  like  the  late  lamented 
Lord  Nelson,  very  determined,  and  the  irrepressible 
Geo.  Colman  says,  "  Weather  or  no,  blow"  high, 
blow  low,  D.V.,  willy-nilly,  nolens  volens,  the  Folke- 
stone Festival  will  be  un  fait  accompli." 

♦  *  *  *  • 

Although  rude  Boreas  was  very  rude  in  spoiling 
the  fishing,  the  light-hearted  would-be  contestants 
had  a  splendid  Bohemian  concert  on  the  Monday 
night  at  the  Queen's  Hotel.  There  was  a  large  and 
inHuential  attendance,  presided  over  by  the  presi- 
dent. Councillor  F.  Hall.  I  am  sorry  space  will  not 
admit  of  enumerating  all  the  songs,  etc.,  but  a 
word  of  praise  must  be  given  to  Mrs.  Page,  the  very 
able  accompanist.  Only  two  toasts  were  honoured 
— "The  King"  and  "The  President."  A  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  and  the  company  left 
earnestly  hoping  that  the  deferred  Festival  would 
be  carried  successfully  through. 


Another  and  prosperous  se»  angling  association 
has  just  been  organised,  and  I  hear  that  nearly  two 
hundred  members  are  already  on  the  rolls.  They 
have  a  splendid  meeting  place,  the  Anglers'  Hall, 
Market-street,  Deal.  The  club  is  affiliated  with  the 
B.S.A.S.,  and  is  known  as  the  "  Deal  and  District 
Angling  Association."  The  first  annual  open  sea 
angling  competitions  of  this  association  will  take  place 
on  Nov.  30  and  Dec.  1  for  pier,  and  Dec.  2  and  3  for 
boats,  when  the  Deal  Borough  Challenge  Cup,  to- 
gether with  numerous  pdzes,  will  be  competed  for 
by  members  of  any  bond  fide  angling  club.  Also 
medals  given  by  the  B.S.A.S.  for  members  of  affili- 
ated clubs.  For  particulars  apply  to  the  hon.  sec, 
Mr.  Geo.  D.  W.  Adams,  Anglers'  Hall,  Deal. 


Mr.  W.  T.  Stead,  the  editor  of  the  Review  of 
Reviews,  has  recently  been  travelling  considerably 
in  Russia,  and  in  the  November  number  of  his 
magazine  he  has  contributed  some  interesting 
impressions  of  his  joumeyings.  Going  from 
Nijni  to  Sara  toff  he  took  the  steamer  down  the 
Volga.  Of  this  tiip  he  says : — "  The  fares  on 
the  Volga  steamers  are  low,  the  food  cheap, 
the  fish  excellent.  The  sterlet,  the  sturgeon,  and 
caviare  cae  never  be  enjoyed  so  well  as  on  the 
river.  The  surface  of  the  Volga  is  discoloured  by 
the  leakage  of  the  petroleum  barges,  which  bring 
thousands  of  tons  of  mineral  oil  from  Baku,  and 
they  say  this  sometimes  imparts  a  disagreeable 
odour  to  the  fish.  I  did  not  find  this  to  be  the  case." 
*  »  ♦  *  • 

Mr.  Stead  refers  to  the  River  Volga  as  the 
"Mississippi  of  Europe,"  and  goes  on  to  say: — 
"  Compared  with  the  great  artery  of  Eastern 
Russia,  the  Rhine  is  but  a  rivulet.  Some  idea 
of  the  immensity  of  the  river  may  be  fornied 
from  the  size  of  the  marine  monsters  which 
frequent  it.  The  baluga,  a  species  of  gigantic 
sturgeon,  when  caught,  is  always  opened  in 
the  presence  of  the  poUce,  who  search  in 
its  interior  for  traces  of  human  remains.  The 
baluga  is  a  kind  of  fresh-water  shark.  Any  fish 
bearing  internal  evidence  of  having  been  a  man- 
eater  is  not  allowed  to  be  used  as  human  food. 
Man  only  eats  the  baluga  if  the  baluga  has  not 
eaten  man."  This  issue  of  the  Review  of  Reviews  is 
an  exceptionblly  well  illustrated  and  interesting 
number,  and  I  cordially  commend  it  to  the  notice 
of  my  readers. 


Green  turtles,  says  the  American  Fishing  Oazette, 
have  been  known  to  exceed  in  weight  10001b., 
and  to  measure  in  length  as  much  as  7ft.  or  8ft. 
Eel  grass  is'what  they  feed  captured  green  turtles 
on  while  holding  them  for  slaughter  at  the  canning 
places.  In  the  south  they  hold  such  turtles  in 
corrals,  or  staked  enclosures  in  the  water,  not  to  be 
killed  in  that  tropical  or  sub-tropical  climate  until 
needed.  At  low  tide  men  go  in  flat- bottom  boats 
to  the  localities  where  the  eel  grass  is  found  and 
with  scythes  mow  a  boatload,  which  is  tossed  over 
into  the  corrtd  for  the  turtles  to  feed  upon. 


I  have  just  received  the  December  part  of  the 
Pictorial  Comedy,  and  I  find  it  a  pleasurable  anti- 
dote to  the  gloomy  surroundings  of  the  "  Jottings  " 
den.    I  can  confidently  recommend  it  to  all  my 


fishing  and  other  friends  who  are  affected  by  the 
vagaries  of  the  weather,  as  an  exhilarating  and 
pleasing  sixpennyworth  of  pictures  and  literature. 
The  drawings — the  work  of  C.  D.  Gibson,  Bayard 
Jones,  W.  B.  King,  R.  M.  Crosby,  etc. — are  all 
good ;  and  the  literary  matter  is  excellent,  all 
classes  of  readers  being  catered  for.  The  jokes  that 
are  packed  away  in  the  stray  comers  are  crisp  and 
pithy.  The  magazine  is  published  by  Messrs. 
Henderson  and  Co.,  Red  Lion  Court,  E.C. 


A  Fisherman's  Idyll:  No.  2. 

A  Lay  of  the  Dog's  Day,  not  the  Dog  Days. 
We've  two  Aberdeen  terriers,  both  of  them  skilled 
In  the  killing  of  rats,  but  a  trifle  self-willed. 
"Rags"  and  "Tatters"  their  names    are.  A 

weasel  or  rabbit 
Stands  a  poor  chance  with  them,  they  so  (w)ea3ily 

grab  it  ! 

As  the  years  fly  past  Tatters  he  gets  rather  stout. 
And  requires,  for  his  health's  sake,  a  daily  walk 
out. 

One  day  I'd  just  started  to  try  and  catch  fish 
In  my  brook,  when  my  wife  remarked,  "  Johnnie, 
I  wish 

You'd  take  Tatters  with' you ;  he  otight  to  go  out. 
And  I'm  perfectly  sure  he  won't  frighten  the  trout. 
Or  get  in  your  way  when  you're  throwing  the  fly." 
I  very  reluctantly  said  with  a  sigh: 
"  Well — I'll  take  him,  my  dear,  though  I'd  much 

rather  not." 
With  a  bark  and  a  yell  of  delight,  like  a  shot 
Tatters  rushed  out  and  followed  me  down  to  the 

stream. 

'Twas  a  grand  fishing  morning:  soft  clouds,  with 

a  gleam 

Of  sunshine  at  intervals;  now  and  then  showers 
Just  moistening  the  buds  of  the  sleepy-eyed  flowers; 
All  nature  rejoicing.    The  thrushes  were  singing. 
And  high  overhead  a  lark's  melody  ringing; 
A  water-vole  nibbling  cl')se  under  those  sedges. 
And  the  scent  of  the  blossoming  may  from  the 
hedges 

Was  wafted  by  zephyrs.    "  Watch  well  that  back- 
eddy 

In  the    bend  where  the  water  flows  silent  and 
steady ! 

Just  under  the  willow.    Look  !    There  goes  a  dun ! 
Floating  close  to  the  bushes,  ^  He's  taken  !  That's 
one ! 

There's  another  one  coming !    He's  vanished  as 
well ! " 

And  in  almost  less  time  than  it  takes  me  to  tell, 
I'd  put  up  my  rod  with  the  finest  of  tackle. 
And  over  that  rise  placed  an  iron  blue  hackle. 
"  He's  got  him  !    Hurrah  !  "    So  I  tighten  my  line. 
And  I've  hooked  a  big  trout  which  will  shortly 
be  mine. 

At  least,  so  I  hoped ;  but  "  there's  many  a  slip," 
So  the  proverb  declares,  "'twixt  the  cup  and  the 
lip." 

I  played  him  as  carefully  as  I  knew  how, 
I  got  the  net  under  him,  "  Bow,  wow,  wow,  wow!" 
A  dark  form  appeared,  made  a  vigorous  dash. 
Jumped  into  the  brook  with  a  rush  and  a  splash. 
Made  a  grab  at  the  fish,  who  gave  one  final  dart 
And  was  gone!    The  cast  broken.    Then,  straight 

from  my  heart 
I  "blessed"  poor  old  Tatters,  who  sat  atill  and 

blinked. 

Looked  me  full  in  the  face,  and  then  solemnly 
winked. 

And  expressed  by  his  looks  what,  I've  no  doubt, 

he  thought — 
"  You've  quite  spoilt  my  fun  :  for  you  certainly 

ought 

To  have  let  me  get  hold  of  him.    Had  you  done  so 
I'd  have  brought  him  to  basket,  you  very  well 
know." 

Now  what  was  I  to  do  ?   Tatters'  look  of  distress 
At  the  loss  of  that  trout,  no  mere  words  could 
express ! 

So  I  thought  my  best  plan  was  my  feelings  to 
smother. 

As  he  was  on  one  side  the  brook,  /  the  other. 
And  seijd  him  back  home;  but  I've  made  up  my 
mind 

When  I  next  go  to  fish  I'll  leave  Tatters  behind. 
You  ask,  "  If  I  ever  take  Rags  ?  "  "  No.  It  is  odd. 
But  he's  off  like  the  wind  at  the  sight  of  a  rod." 
Oh!  "The  fish  that  escaped?"  "No,  I've  not 
got  him  yet. 

When  I  do  I'll  send  word  to  the  Fishing  Oazette." 

— Eromneh. 


A  friend  in  Sheffield,  who  is  a  restaurateur  as 
well  as  an  angler,  possesses  a  splendid  collection  of 
stuffed  fish.  He  asks  me  if  I  know  where  he  could 
procure  a  very  large  pike — say,  451b.  None  that  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  scale  that 
weight,  but  should  this  meet  the  eye  of  anyone 
who  has  a  large  one  to  sell,  they  may  be  able  to 
dispose  of  it  on  giving  particulars  to  Dragnet. 
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Pfoviueial  flfigling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  j>ost  on  Thwrsday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  very  bad  weather  since  my  last 
notes  were  sent.  We  have  had  very  heavy  rains, 
with  fog,  and  it  has  been  very  cold  nights  and 
mornings.  Last  Thursday  and  Friday  it  was  very 
decent  ;  Saturday  was  bad,  Sunday  morning  was 
nice  and  bright,  but  the  latter  part  of  the  day  and 
since  has  been  very  bad  for  angling.  Only  a  few 
members  have  been  out,  as  the  atmosphere  has  been 
against  the  sport.  All  our  local  rivers  are  now 
above  their  normal  level,  and  discoloiired,  so  it  will 
be  seen  that  nothing  of  any  consequence  will  be 
done  until  the  weather  clears  up,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  any  sport  will  be  obtained  for  some  time.  The 
rain  will  do  all  our  rivers  good,  as  it  will  help  to  clear 
them  of  the  decayed  rubbish.  With  better  weather 
pool  fishing  will  be  foimd  good.  The  clubs  have 
now  finished  their  bye-contests,  but  a  lot  of  prizes 
remain  over,  which  will  be  fished  for  early  next  year, 
previous  to  the  close  season  coming  in.  The  Bir- 
mingham A.B.S.  Committee  are  doing  good  work — 
they  are  paying  visits  to  the  majority  of  the  clubs 
during  the  winter  month.s,  and  already  have  made  a 
good*  number  of  new  members.  The  St.  Paul's 
Society  have  arranged  to  hold  their  annual  concerts 
on  Dec.  26  and  27  next,  at  the  Chapel  Hotel,  Great 
Charles-street,  the  proceeds  of  which  will  go  towards 
next  year's  prize  fuAl.  The  weather  as  these  notes 
lea\-e  me  has  changed  ;  we  are  having  a  bit  of 
bright  weather,  and,  if  it  continues,  pike-fishing 
should  be  good  at  the  end  of  this  and  the  beginning 
of  next  week. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Last  week-end  angling  was  temporarily  upset 
by  the  heavy  downpour  of  rain,  which  not  only 
discoloured  the  waters  but  caused  a  bigger  rise 
than  we  have  seen  for  some  time.  Somehow  or 
other,  the  Withara  appears  to  have  partially  escaped 
the  visitation,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  sport  has 
been  carried  on  with  varying  success.  Roach  seem 
to  have  been  dead  off  their  feed  for  some  time,  and 
it  has  been  a  difficult  matter  to  kill  even  a  passable 
basket  of  fish.  The  few  that  have  come  to  hand 
have  mostly  been  captured  in  the  Kirkstead  and 
Tattershall  districts  of  the  Witham.  The  rise 
should  bestir  the  larger  pike,  for  the  majority  of 
those  killed  recently  have  been  undersized.  Before 
the  rainfall,  two  members  of  the  Sleaford  A.S. 
(Messrs.  T.  Burton  and  H.  Burlcy)  had  a  rare  good 
time  with  the  pike  rod  on  the  Forty-foot  at  Hub- 
bert's  Bridge.  They  commenced  operations  with 
twenty-four  live-baits,  and  with  these  successfully 
landed  twenty- three  pike,  varying  from  91b.  down 
to  21b.  apiece.  This  capture  reminds  the  writer  of 
a  good  time  he  had  on  the  Forty-foot  one  day  last 
year,  when  with  an  artificial  spinner  (Carter's 
Wagtail)  he  landed  six  brace  of  pike  in  less  than 
two  hours,  the  best  weighing  T^lb.  Roach  fi.shing 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  has  been  at 
a  standstill,  but  perch  continue  to  afford  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Last  week-end  some  fair  sport  was  had  in  the 
upper  districts  of  the  River  Hull,  both  amongst 
roach  and  pike  ;  and  from  the  Driffield  Canal  and 
Frodingham  Beck  some  fair  sized  roach  and  perch 
were  taken,  and  sport  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  river 
was  fairly  good  at  some  places,  especially  Figham 
and  Wawno,  some  nice  fish  being  secured  at  these 
places  both  with  paste  and  maggots.  On  Oct.  22  the 
St.  Leger  A.S.  fished  one  of  their  periodical  matches 
on  the  river  at  Mxckledyko,  with  fair  results  for  this 
time  of  the  year,  for  a  pogged-down  match,  Mr.  W. 
Ledger  weighing  in  31b.  7^oz.  for  first  prize  ;  Mr.  C. 
Turner,  lib.  ll^oz.  second;  and  Mr.  C.  Dunbar, 
1  lb.,  third.  But  this  week  so  far  the  weather  has 
been  very  unpropitious,  and  few  anglers  have  ven- 
tured /ar  afield  in  quest  of  sport,  although  the 
waters  are  in  very  fair  condition  and  colour  con- 
sidering the  quantity  of  rain  that  has  fallen.  A  nice 
take  of  pike  was  reported  last  week  from  the  top 
ponds  of  the  Market  Woighton  Canal  with  live-bait 
nshing  ;  and  Grimsby  anglers  report  some  fair  sport 
amongst  pike  on  the  River  Ludd,  from  Thoresby 
Bridge  upwards,  both  with  spoon  and  bait  fishing. 
The  Hull  City  Corporation  Employees'  A. A.  held 
their  annual  dinner  on  Nov.  10,  which  was  a  most 
enthusiastic  function,  the  chair  being  occupied  by 
Councillor  G.  L.  Scott,  who  was  supported  by  Mr. 
L.  Davies,  Councillor  Grindall,  Mr.  T.  Morrill, 
J. P.,  the  president,  and  other  officers  ;  and  during 
the  evening  the  aggregate  and  specimen  prizes  were 
presented  to  the  various  successful  competitors 
during  the  past  sea-son,  which  had  been  a  fairly  good 
one  with  the  members  of  this  association. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Tlie  Aslibury  A.S.  liave  had  a  glorious  year,  and 
finished  up  with  the  usual  "  bust."  The  Dixon 
Green  Anglers  had  a  crowded  attendance  at  their 
reunion  on  Nov.  11.  A  few  more  societies  like  this 
would  do  a  lot  of  good.  Tlie  Convivials,  Bolton, 
have  lost  their  genial  host,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
will  secure  another  "  Robin."  The  Moss  Side 
Socials  are  going  strong,  with  four  new  members 
and  more  nominations.  Their  first  lot  of  trout 
have  arrived,  and  in  perfect  condition,  not  a  fish  lost. 
The  burning  question  of  ground-bait  at  Warrington 
is  leading  to  a  lot  of  argument.  Certain  iconoclasts 
pronounce  against  maggots,  but  have  nothing 
against  brewers'  grains,  etc.  Anglers  are  very  busy 
at  Liverpool.  Tlie  balance-sheet  of  the  Farnworth 
A.A.  is  interesting : — Income,  £140  17s.  l|d.  ; 
expenditure,  £139  18s.  2d.     A  close  finish  ! 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  was  a  heavy  volume  of  water  running  on 
the  Trent 'here  on  Nov.  15,  and  the  change  has  been 
brought  about  by  heavy  rains  which  fell  during 
Saturday  night.  But  since  the  fall  there  have  been 
further  visitations,  and  the  weather  generally  has 
been  of  a  very  unsettled  character.  Anglers,  for 
the  week,  have  been  few  and  far  between,  and  their 
takes  have  consisted  principally  of  roach,  these 
being  killed  in  the  eddies,  and  lay-bye?,  strutting 
out  from  the  banks.  Perhaps  the  best  sport,  locally, 
has  been  enjoyed  in  the.  lake  at  Wilford.  This 
adjoins  the  river,  is  fed  by  it,  and  every  recurring 
rise  of  note  adds  to  its  fish  supply.  Prior  to  the  water 
coming  on,  members  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington 
Society  were  out  at  Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge. 
More  particularly  was  this  the  case  on  Nov.  1 1 ,  but 
the  fish  were  not  inclined  to  feed  as  they  ought  to 
have  done,  seeing  that  colour  was  then  beginning 
to  assert  itself.  On  Nov.  9,  Mr.  J.  Greaves  and 
Mr.  B.  Smith  landed  three  or  four  pike  with  the 
live-bait;  and  two  days  previously  one  of  121b. 
was  run  and  secured  by  Mr.  W.  Rolsinson.  It  was 
a  very  handsome  fish,  in  .splendid  condition.  As 
soon  as  the  river  fines  down,  tlie  backwaters  will  be 
found  well  worthy  of  a  trial  or  trials,  for  the  heavy 
water  running  must  have  forced  many  pike  into 
them.  Sport  should,  therefore,  be  the  best  of  the 
season  thus  far.  Tons  of  weed  liave  been  washed 
downwards,  and  the  rise  will  undoubtedly  cleanse 
the  bed  of  the  river  very  considerably,  and  so  pave 
the  way  for  bigger  bag?  amongst  coarse  fish. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  and  almost  continuous  rain  we  have 
had  has  caused  a  heavy  rise  in  the  Severn  and 
Teme.  A  great  volume  of  water  is  rolling  down 
both  rivers,  and  will  carry  away  all  the  leaves  and 
the  filth  from  the  bottom  of  the  streams  ;  but  it 
will  spoil  the  grayling  fishing  for  some  weeks.  They 
are  always  off  for  a  time  after  a  big  water.  A  nice 
lot  of  roach  were  taken  just  when  the  water  was  on 
the  rise,  but  nothing  has  been  done  for  some  days, 
except  by  the  privileged  few  who  have  been  able 
to  fish  private  water,  and  several  have  had  capital 
sport  among  the  pike.  A  trio  of  sportsmen  caught 
seventeen,  five  of  them  over  61b.,  heaviest  lOJlb., 
and  two  very  fine  perch  over  21b.  each.  This  is  the 
best  catch  of  the  week. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Things  have'^been  very  quiet  during  the  past 
week,  and  until  the  rivers  have  run  down  to  their 
normal  level,  sport  will  show  but  poor  results.  A 
week's  frost  would  then  do  much,  for  the  floods 
have  done  good  in  clearing  off  weeds  and  leaves. 
Spinning  for  pike  should  prove  profitable  and 
pleasurable  if  it  is  followed  up,  and  the  art  is  well 
worth  acquiring  ;  it  can  be  learned  with  little 
expense  with  practice  and  patience.  The  rising  and 
falling  waters  have  been  entirely  against  successful 
grayling  fishing,  and  the  repeated  good  fortune  of 
Mr.  J.  W.  Gras.sham,  whose  latest  kill  was  twenty- 
eight  grayling  and  twelve  dace  on  the  Lower  Wharfe, 
lias  produced  no  similar  record  among  local  anglers. 
When  the  waters  have  resumed  their  proper  level, 
and  if  the  weather  is  mild  and  open,  the  fly  will  be 
preferred  to  maggot  or  worm.  The  most  successful 
lures  will  be  the  following  : — No.  1 — Tail  fly,  Brad- 
Shaw's  Fancy;  first  dropper, ^Dark  Snipe  and 
Purple  ;  second  dropper,  Rusty  Poult  Bloa  ;  third 
dropper.  Dark  Needle.  No.  2— Tail  fly.  Red  Tag  ; 
first  dropper.  Quill  Waterhen  ;  second  dropper. 
Golden  Crow  ;  third  dropper.  Silver  Dvin.  No.  3 — 
Tail  fly,  the  Witch  ;  first  dropper.  Blue  Hawk 
(apple  green  body)  ;  second  dropper.  Throstle  Wing  ; 
third  dropper,  Olive  Waterhen. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND, 

Heavy  rain  has  fallen'on  a  couple  of  days  generally 
throughout  the  country,  and  all  waters  have  been  in 
a  flooded  state.  Spawning  has  gone  on  imder 
favourable  conditions,  but  the  bulk  of  the  salmon 


will  not  spawn  for  some  time  yet.  Very  little  ha8 
been  seen  or  heard  of  poachers,  but  it  Is  about 
Christmas  time  that  the  fraternity  commit  most 
harm.  Sea  angling  was  productive  of  good  sport 
recently  at  several  stations,  principally  on  the 
Atlantic  coast,  at  whiting  and  other  fish,  but 
operations  have  been  suspended  for  the  past  three 
days  by  wet  and  stormy  weather.  At  time  of 
writing,  however,  the  "weather  has  again  become 
fine,  but  the  sea  is  still  too  rough  to  permit  of  much 
angling  being  done  except  in  very  sheltered  localities. 
At  the  last  Bantry  Petty  Sessions  several  parties 
were  heavily  fined  for  steam  trawling  in  a  prohibited 
area,  and  the  nets  ordered  to  bo  forfeited.  ^ 
North  of  Ireland. 
The  rivers  are  falling  again,  and  this  constitutes  a 
grave  danger  to  the  unprotected  ones,  whose  name 
is  legion.  A  "  drizzly  November  "  acts  as  a  safe- 
guard in  some  respects,  as  poaching  cannot  be  so 
effectually  carried  on  as  when  the  rivers  are  low. 
The  combined  staffs  of  bailiffs  all  over  the  North  of 
Ireland,  if  multiplied  by  twenty,  would  not  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  protect  the  main  rivers,  let 
alone  the  numerous  tributaries.  Coarse-fishing  is 
almost  at  a  standstill  on  most  of  the  waters,  although 
the  weather  conditions  are  very  favourable.  At 
the  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Coleraine  Board^of 
Conservators,  Mr.  Andrew  King,  Inspector  of 
Fisheries,  reported  that  the  breeding  rivers  of  the 
district  were  fairly  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  that 
everything  possible  was  being  done  to  prevent  poach- 
ing, but  the  number  of  bailiffs  employed  was 
inadequate,  and  consequently  some  of  the  rivers 
were  wholly  or  partly  unprotected.  Over  forty 
prosecvitions  were  instituted,  and  in  most  of  the 
cases  fines  from  Is.  to  40s.  were  imposed.  A  sum 
of  £30  was  voted  for  the  purpose  of  trout  fry,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture be  asked  for  a  similar  .sum,  and  also  £10  for 
the  protection  of  the  spawning  pollen  about  Scaddy 
Rocks,  Lough  Neagh. 


^oks  from  l^c  "potrf^. 


Since  the  advent  of  November  there  has  been 
a  rainstorm  all  over  the  north,  the  like  of  which 
has  not  been  experienced  for  many  years.  What 
crops  are  not  now  in,  and  there  are  many  patches 
ia  the  upland  glens,  are  entirely  ruined,  and  meal 
will  be  scarce  with  the  keeper  and  crofter  class 
this  winter. 


The  spa^vning  season  has  all  the  advantage  ol 
the  timely  floods.  The  side  streams  have  been 
running  big  for  weeks  now,  and  the  pools  are  welf 
filled  with  gravid  fish  that  will  take  to  the  redds 
as  soon  as  the  waters  subside. 


The  Princess  Royal  has  been  the  recipient  of 
many  congratulatory  addresses  on  the  new  dignity 
conferred  on  her  by  her  father  the  King.  Anglers 
everywhere,  and  the  fair  portion  of  them  in  par- 
ticular, will  cordially  join  in  the  hope  that  she  may 
be  long  spared  to  enjoy  the  sport  she  loves  so  well. 


The  ducal  family  moved  south  on  Saturday 
evening  after  a  most  successful  although  some- 
what trying  season  at  Mar  Lodge.  For  a  month 
past  the  weather  conditions  have  been  most 
wretched. 

Two  woolmillers  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Ythan  were  last  week  fined  15s.  each,  with  expenses, 
in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  for  killing  brown 
trout  in  the  close  season. 

Mr.  Harry  Duncan,  writing  from  Dufltown,  saj-s  : 
"  The  Fiddoch  is  in  high  flood.  Speaking  to 
Dr.  Cowie's  keeper  the  other  day,  he  told  me  there 
were  lots  of  big  fish  in  the  river.  I  saw  lots  of  sea- 
trout  at  the  close,  but  they  were  all  black,  and 
seemed  to  have  been  in  the  fresh  water  a  good 
while.  I  am  not  sorry  in  the  least  that  the  Cabrach 
is  closed  to  the  public.  It  has  been  over-fished  for 
a  number  of  years."  Special  Scotch. 


Osr  Saturday  evening  last,  Nov.  11,  a  very  suc- 
cessful smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
North  London  Auxiliary  to  the  Printers'  Alms- 
houses was  held  at  the  Crown  and  Woolpack 
Tavern,  St.  .Tohn-street,  E.G.  The  chairmen  were 
Messrs.  W.  Crisp  and  Johnny  Thomas.  Owing  to 
indisposition,  Mr.  W.  Crisp  was  unable  to  be 
present,  and  the  first  part  of  the  concert  was  ablv 
presided  over  by  Mr.  E.  Flowerday.  Mr.  W. 
Leonard  was  an  able  accompanist ;  the  talent  was 
of  the  very  best,  and,  thanks  to  the  artistes  who 
kindly  volunteered  their  services,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  fund  will  be  perceptibly  augmented. 
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CHEAP  WINTER  QUARTERS 

With  Pike  Fishing  and  Shooting  at  moderate 
tenns.  Also 

FURNISHED  LODGE  TO  LET 

for  the  Shooting  Season,  with  1,(100  acres  of 
jnixed  shooting  ;  Grouse,  Cock,  Hare,  and  Snipe. 
■^VoT  particulars  apply  to  P.  SujifiEiiVU-l-K, 
Kilhride  Lodge,  Clonlmr,  Oo.  Galway. 


Salmon  Fishings 


ON 


RIVER  SPEY, 


About  three  miles  TO  LET  for  bix 
months,  from  11th  February  to  11th 
August,  190G.  llont  £220,  including 
fisherman's  wages. 

Napiee  Landale,  Factor,  Aberlour. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

GREAT  EXHIBITION  OF  POULTRY,  &o.,  AT 
BINCLEY  HALL,  BIRMINGHAM, 

November  25,  27,  28,  29,  and  30.  1905. 

Intending  Exhibitors  of  Poultry  and  Cage 
Birds  at  this  Show  are  informed  that  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  make  every  arrangenipnt  for 
the  convenient  and  careful  transit  of  exhibits 
to  and  from  the  Show. 

Throug:h  vans  to  Birming:ham  will 
he  run  on  Friday,  November  24th,  by  the 
principal  trains. 

NATIONAL  EXHIBITION  OF  SPORTING  ANO 
OTHER  DOCS,  CURZON  HALL,  BIRMINGHAM, 

November  27,  28,  and  29. 
Exhibitors  of  Dogs  at  this  Show  are  in- 
formed that  the  Midland  Railway  Company  will 
afford  facilities  for  the  expeditious,  safe,  and 
convenient  transit  of  all  animals  consigned  by 
their  route. 

The  rates  for  the  conveyance  of 

Dogs  in  no  case  exceed  those  charged  by  any 
other  route,  and  particulars  of  them  can  be 
obtained  at  the  various  stations,  oron  application 
to  Mr.  .T.  MlTCHKI.l,,  District  Superintendent, 
Derby,  or  Mr.  J.  Elliott,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Derby,  who  will  be  pleased  to  afford  any 
information  as  to  trains,  &c. ,  and  to  make 
arrangements  for  througfh  vans  where 
practicable.  Arrangements  will  be  made  for 
delivering  the  Dogs  at  tlie  Cnrzon  Hall,  and 
fetching  them  away  at  the  close  of  the  Show. 

Arrangements  will  also  be  made  for  the 
return  of  the  traftic  in  through  vans  direct 
from  Birmingham  at  the  close  of  each  Show. 

Exhibitors  desirous  of  securing  these 
facilities  are  reciuested  to  clearly  address  all 
cases,  itc,  containing  exhibits,  "per  Midland 
Railway,"  and  to  also  insert  tliis  on  the  return 
portion  of  the  address. 

The  Midland  Company's  representatives  at 
Birmingham  (New  Street  Station)  and  at  each 
Show  will  give  every  information  to  exhibitors 
as  to  the  return  journey. 

GREAT  CATTLE  SHOW,  BINCLEY  HALL, 
BIRMINGHAM, 

November  25,  27,  28,  29,  and  30. 
Specially  constructed  vans  for  the 

conveyance  of  Prize  Cattle  by  passenger  train 
can  be  supplied  for  conveying  cattle  to  and  from 
this  Show  on  application  being  made  to  the 
Stations;  Mr.  Mitchell,  District  Superinten- 
dent, Derby  ;  or  to  Mr.  J.  ELLIOTT,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Line,  Derby. 

.TOHV  MATHIESON,  General  Manager. 
Derby,  November,  19u5. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING, 
President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connanght,  K.G. 

ROY AL  ^UJBERT  H A LL. 
On  THURSDAY,  DEC.  7th,  at  8. 

STANFORD'S 

THE  REVENGE 

and  SULLIVAN'S 

THE  GOLDEN  LEGEND 

MISS  GLEESON -WHITE. 

MISS  EMILY  FOX  CROFT. 
MR.  BEN  DAVIES. 

MR.  O ALTON  BAKER. 

MR.  BERTRAM  MILLS. 
BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist:  Mr.  Jl.  L.  liALKOiiii. 
Conductor:  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7«.  ed. ;  Arena,  6*.  ;  Boxes,  tl  IIh.  M. 
to  t3  3«.  Balcony,  Reserved  irows  1  to  4),  5».  ; 
Unreserved  (rows  5  to  H),  in.  Oallei-y  (Promen- 
ade One  Shilling.  Tickets  of  usual  Agents  and 
atRf>yal  AlbeHHall. 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
PERTH,  N.B. 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  ancl  Pvlze  SSedciila  Aiara.jpdecl. 


Telegrams— "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


PLEASE  PASTE  THIS  REMINDER  UP  IN  YOUR  OFFICE. 

iBagazines  for  our  Bluejackets. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  begs  to  remind  Publishers  of  Magazines  and 
others  that  parcels  of  "  done  with  "  magazines  which  are  sent  Carriage  Paid  to 

Miss  AGNES  E.  WESTON,  Royal  Sailors'  Rest,  Devonport, 

are  forwarded,  free  of  charge  for  freight,  to  H.M.  Ships  on  Foreign  Stations  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  are  considered  a  very  great  boon  by  our  Bluejackets. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Oazeite  feels  sure  that  many  Publishers  of  Magazines 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  at  a  small  expenditure  for  carriage  of  parcels  to  Devonport 
such  great  delight  can  be  distributed  all  over  the  world  to  the  crews  of  our  ships 
of  war. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

wit;  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpor. 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe. 
departments  are :  Shooting,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKL  Y.    ILLUSTRA  TED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  IS  per  YEAR 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch    Lane   Cornhiil,  Loodop 


ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
Nbw  York.  U.S.A. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Honses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 


BBB  THB 


ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  tc 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agrloulture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Besulta  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week, 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 
Chief  Office  : 
6.  ST.  BRIDE  STREET,  LONDON.  B.C. 


Ang'lera  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMIVIODATION 

For  FisMng:  the  Cam,  Quae,  Sco., 

SHOULD  ADVERTISK  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


DEAL   AMD   DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION 

(Ainiiateil  with  the  B..S.A.8.). 


Read  TIhIb. 


THE  I'IRST  AWUAL 

OPEN  SEA  ANGLING 
COMPETITIONS 

of  the  above  Association  will  take  place  on 
Nov.  30th  and  Dec.  1st  for  Pier, 

anil 

Dec.  2ntl  and  3rd  tor  Boats, 

when  the 

DEAL  BOROUGH  CHALLENGE  CUP, 

together  with  numerous  Prizes,  will  he  competed 
for  by  .Memhers'of  any  /A' Angling  Club. 
Also  Sleclals  given  by  the  B.S.A.S.  for  Members 
of  Aftlliated  (Jlubs. 

¥or  particulars  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec.,  Mr. 
Geo.  D.  W.  Apams,  Anglers'  Hall,  Deal. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR  CATCH  I NQ  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 
Always  Ready  for  Usb. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  1/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d. 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE.  LEICESTER 

ISth  ¥EAK. 


ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  In 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(IBth  TEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  Important, 
and  the  most  widely  oiroulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET, 

"LelPecheur." 

Office:  10,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  gd.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  13  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  raagiiiflcenoe,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

John  mriilte  &  Box&a, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


THE  THAMES: 

WHERE  TO  FISH  AND  HOW. 
1/-       By  F.  H.  AMPHLETT.  1/- 


.r.  'DrCK.<!.  Ellingham  House,  Arundel  Street, 
Straml,  VV.C,  and  of  all  'I'ackle  Dealers. 


AVOID  DIRTY  DUBBINS 


I 


and  use  "W.H.V., "the clean  liquid 

AX.I.  ABSORBED. 
NOTHING  LEFT  TO  RUB  OFF. 

Of  Hootniakers,  3cl.  aii'l  6cl.  each. 

Sample  tins,  3cl.,  post  free  from 
W.H.V.,  10,  Ba|inghall  St.,  E.C. 


I 


ARTHUR  NEWHAM 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fly  Teacher, 

Wimbledon  Lake,  also  Shepperton 
Villa,  Cheptsey  Bpidge, 

Punt,  Fisherman,  all  found,  10/-  per  day.. 
Apartments, DinnerSjTeas,  &c..  Moderate 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lanoewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  OH  application. 


GRAYLING  FISHERS 

SHOULD  READ 

Mr.  H.  A.  Rolfs  new  Book 
on  Grayling  Fishing. 

182  pp. 

A  complete  treatise  on  Wet  and  Dry  Ply 
Fishing,  with  list  of  special  flies  and 
dressings,  and  full  instructions  as  to 
how,  when,  and  where  to  fish. 

Price  S/3,  post  free,  of 

Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

15a,  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.C. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  ANO 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CiKCCLATES  THRonanouT  India,  Cbylon, 

BUEMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East, 

Covers  eVery  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 

tains  the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16s.  per 

annum.    Single  copies,  5d. ;  post  free,  7rf. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  OF  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office  :  11,  Whitefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing:  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVBRTI8B  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted  "  advta.,  26  words  for  It.,  prepaid. 
Address:  "Observer"  OfQee,  Bournemouth. 
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ANSWEES  TO  COEEESPONDENTS. 

Enqtjibeb. — Fishing  for  sport  is  quito  free  in 
British  Columbia,  no  Government  Ucenco  is  required. 


letters  to  tbe  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  Jiold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


BAITING   STEWART  TACKLES. 

Deab  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Seumas  " 
writes  from  Glasgow,  and  I  shall  try  what  I  can  do 
to  tlirow  Ught  upon  his  losses — and  the  frequent 
misses  he  had  wliile  fishing  the  tidal  water  with 
worm,  in  a  httle  West  Highland  river,  for  finnocks. 
Of  course,  one  cannot  know  the  exact  conditions 
of  river  and  of  tide,  nor  the  weather  conditions,  so 
that  one  is  left  rather  in  the  dark,  as  all  tliese  things 
are  factors  in  any  experience  of  the  kind. 

'■  Seumas "  remarks  that  he  u^ed  a  Stewart 
tackle  composed  of  two  sneck-bend  hooks,  Nos.  7 
and  8.  Surely  the  hooks  were  not  lacking  in  size  ? 
The  worm  was  "  a  good-sized  black-head  one."  The 
last  da,y  he  fished,  he  says,  "  I  could  hardly  bait 
fast  enough,  but  only  managed  to  land  about  a 
dozen  finnocks,  £lb.  to  1  lb.,  with  the  worm,  and  a 
number  of  others  with  the  fly."  I  have  read  of 
anglers  who  were  satisfied  with  such  a  day's  fishing — 
eh,  Mr.  Editor  '!  But  "  Seumas  "  describes  it  thus  : 
"  I  had  a  terrible  day  of  it."  Now  if  the  "  number 
of  others  "  meant  about  a  dozen  more,  of  |-lb.  to 
1  lb.  each,  I  don't  see  what  there  was  to  grumble 
at.  However,  these  wily  finnocks  kept  pulling  his 
worms  off,  and  the  question  is  :  Why  did  this 
happen  so  frequently  '!  I  am  very  familiar  with 
the  Stewart  tackle,  and  I  prefer  the  round-bend 
(Hutchinson's)  to  all  others.  Further,  for  Stewart 
tackles,  I  have  long  ago  discarded  as  clumsy  and 
absurd,  hooks  wrapped  to  the  gut  with  silk  thread. 
And  of  all  the  varieties,  I  advocate  the  use  of  "  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Taylor's  eyed  worm  hooks."  Tliis  excellent 
pattern  is  solely  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Hutchin- 
son, of  Kendal.  Any  good  fishing  tackle  maker 
should  be  able  to  supply  them,  retail.  If  "  Seumas  " 
would  only  read  a  paper  by  me  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Aug.  27,  1904,  entitled,  "  The  Various 
ilethods  Employed  in  the  Art  of  Clear  Water 
Fishing,"  I  think  he  would  gather  a  few  useful  hints. 
I  specially  wish  him  to  see  the  two  illustrations  of 
my  own  Stewart  tackle,  unbaited  and  baited,  and 
to  learn  how  to  make  up  his  own  worm  tackles,  in 
far  less  time  than  it  takes  to  describe  how  it  is  done 
on  papec 

I  can  only  say  that  I  generally  use  Nos.  2  and  3 
liooks,  and  sometimes  Only  No.  1  for  trout  fishing. 
In  very  rare  cases,  when  worms  were  scarce  and 
large,  I  have  used  No.  4,  but  Nos.  8  and  7  seem  to 
me  to  be  ridiculously  large  for  anything  but  huge 
worms,  and  tliese  I  throw  away. 

Let  me  ask  "  Seumas  "  a  few  questions.  Does 
he  supply  himself  with  good  worms  in  Glasgow,  and 
keep  them  in  condition — clean,  firm,  and  healthy — 
when  he  has  got  thfem  ?  Or,  does  ho  wait  till  he 
reaches  the  river,  taking  arty  sort  of  worms  that 
can  be  dug  on  the  spot  '!  If  so,  how  can  he  expect 
the  best  results  ?  At  times  large-sized  worms  pay 
well,  but  very  rarely.  The  size  of  a  quill,  and  even 
much  smaller-sized  worms,  pay  best,  especially  when 
fish  are  shy.  And  I  firmly  believe  had  he  tried  some 
woll-3';oured  small-sized  worms  on  a  three-hook 
Stewart  tackle,  with  the  top  hook  No.  3  and  the 
f  hers  No.  2 — -or,  say  the  top  hook  No.  4  (for  a  large- 
I zed  worm)  with  the  other  two  No.  3  in  size — the 
l  iitk  would  have  turned. 

1  hope  '■  Seumas  "  does  not  bury  both  the  point 
I  ad  tlie  barb  into  these  large  worms,  for  this  in  itself 

luld  account  for  many  of  these  misses.  The  points 
li')uld  always  bo  free,  not  out  of  sight.    I  have 

■arly  finished. 

He  mentions  that  these  "  plucks  "  and  "  misses  " 
rierally  occurred  "  just  as  the  line  was  about  its 
ill  stretch  down  stream,"  so  that  the  bait  would 
»i;  probably  held  and  in  one  position,  by  the  angler, 
which  was  sufficient  to  cause  the  fish  to  come  at  it 
v.  ith  timid  hesitation — oven  if  it  revolved  ;  owing 
/  the  awivdls  he  uses,  and  of  which  I  entirely 
'iprove  if  small-sized.     I  use  tha  smallest  size 
Jlutchinson  turns  out. 

I  detest  any  form  of  fishing  which  gives  to  the 
'.  iro  a  motion  and  a  position  which  is  not  a  natural 
lie.    A   worm    can   neither   travel    against  the 
irrent  nor  remain  fixed  in  mid-water  as  a  fixed 
'int.    To  spin  a  worm  I  always  throw  the  worm 
>ove  me  and  (kcross  ;  then  I  lower  the  point  of  the 
rod  and  pull  it  downwards  and  somewhat  towards 
rno,  and  in  .sliallow  wat<;r  this  sometimes  is  good 
medicine  in  my  own  hands. 

It  is  not  a  inetliod  suited  to  deep  water,  but  in 
gravelly  shallfiws  where  the  finnock  sometimes 
abounds,  it  is  a  tip  of  great  value.  The  worm  must 
spin  rapidly  ;  not  merely  wobble.    Mind  that  1 


Finally,  I  invariably  fish  with  the  head  of  the 
Worm  on  the  top  hook — that  is,  nearest  to  the  reel 
line.  Much  depends  on  the  worm.  Sometimes 
large  fat  worms  only  are  procurable.  In  that  case 
larger  hooks  must  be  used.  Let  me  advise  "  Seumas  " 
(if  a  young  angler)  to  do  as  I  always  did — to  take 
the  greatest  interest  in  his  supply  of  worms,  and  to 
spare  no  pains  in  order  to  pick  out  all  dead  or  sickly 
fellows,  as  well  as  to  renew  the  supply  of  well- 
picked  moss  frequently.  Then  let  him  go  a-flsliing 
with  a  goodly  supply  of  eyed  worm  hooks  of  all  the 
useful  sizes,  and  if  he  then  fails  to  succeed,  let  him 
not  blame  your  old  correspondent,       E.  M.  Tod. 


SEA  FISHING  IN  CEYLON. 

Dear  Sir, — Herewith  I  send  a  cutting  from  the 
last  Overland  Times  of  Ceylon,  which  gives  a  report, 
in  'pri'cis,  of  a  lecture  on  fish  by  Dr.  Willey,  Director 
of  the  Colombo  Museum,  which  may  interest  you 


Photo  hy\  [S.  E.  Tench. 

No.  L — Ceylon  Ssa  Anglers. 


and  your  readers.  I  am  also  sending  a  couple  of 
prints  from  snapshots  I  took  at  Mount  Lavinia, 
seven  miles  south  of  Colombo. 

Sea  angling  is  a  favourite  pastime  amongst  the 
natives  living  on  the  Ceylon  coast.  Their  tackle  is 
of  the  most  primitive  description,  the  rod  consisting 
of  an  ekal,  which  is  the  stem  or  mid-rib  from  which 
the  fronds  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree  grow,  the  line,  a 
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No.  2.— A  Good  Fishinq  Coast  in  Ceylon. 


piece  of  cord  tied  to  tho  rod.  Tliey  have  no  reels, 
landing-nets,  or  gaffs.  Tho  liooks  are  baited  with 
inor  iels  of  fish,  worms,  and  other  delicacies.  The 
weights  of  fish  caught  run  from  an  ounce  to  about 
1  lb.  When  anything  over  the  latter  weight  is 
hooked  the  excitement  is  great.  One  evening, 
while  I  was  watching  a  group  fishing  from  the  rock 
shown  in  print  No.  1,  a  fish  weighing  about  31b. 
was  hooked  by  one  of  them.  The  fisherman, 
without  a  moment's  hesitation,  sprang  from  the 
rock  into  the  sea,  and  swam  to  the  sandy  beach 
towards  which  tho  canoe  in  the  picture  is  steering. 
Ho  used  his  loft  hand  for  holding  tho  rod  and  towing 


the  fish,  propelling  himself  with  his  feet  and  right 
arm.  Ho  landed  himself  and  the  fish  successfully 
on  tho  nearest  ])oint  of  tho  beach  shown  in  print 
No.  2,  and  promptly  sold  the  latter  for  half  a  rupee 
to  tho  Mount  Lavinia  Hotel,  which  is  close  to  the 
fishing  ground.  If  he  had  tried  to  J)lay  the  fish 
from  the  rock,  his  primitive  tackle  would  probably 
not  have  stood  the  test. — Yours  truly, 

S.  E.  Tench. 
Extract  from  the  Times  of  Ceylon  : — 
ALL  ABOUT  FISH— DR.  WILLEY'S  THIRD 
LECTURE. 

The  third  of  the  series  of  lectures  inaiigurated  by 
Dr.  Willey  on  the  rudiments  of  natural  history, 
presented  in  popular  language,  was  delivered 
at  the  Museum  Library  by  the  Director  in  ,the 
presence  of  a  large  gathering.  Dr.  Willey  kept  his 
audience  fascinated  for  an  hour  on  the  subject  of 
fishes.  The  study  of  the  migrations,  food,  and 
propagation  of  fishes,  he  said,  involved  questions 
relating  to  one  of  the  most  important  sources  of 
the  food  supply  of  the  human  race. 

NEARLY  everybody  ATE  FISH, 

and  it  had  been  calculated  that  an  acre  of  the  best 
fishing  ground  would  supply  in  one  week  a  greater 
weight  of  food  than  an  acre  of  the  best  tilled  soil 
would  in  one  year.  The  number  of  fish  was  so 
great,  they  were  so  extraordinarily  prolific,  their 
natural  enemies  so  numerous,  that  their  destruction 
by  man  was  a  negligible  quantity,  which  did 
not  appreciably  diminish  their  strength  in  the  sea. 
Fishes  had  a  gastronomic  interest  to  tliem  all,  and 
an  economic  interest  to  fishermen.  What  was  a 
fish  ?  It  might  be  defined  as  a  cold-blooded  verte- 
brate animal  adapted  for  life  in  the  water  and 
breathing,  not  atmosphere  air  by  means  of  lungs, 
but  the  air  which  was  fotmd  dissolved  in  the  water, 
through  the  medium  of  an  apparatus  called  gills. 
Dr.  Willey  then  spoke  of 

SEA  SNAKES,  TURTLES,  AND  SEHH- AQUATIC  ANIMALS, 

whose  respiration  was  unlike  that  of  regular  fishes. 
He  divides  fishes  regularly  into  two  sections,  those 
possessed  of  bony  skeletons  and  those  which  were 
only  equipped  with  cartilage.  He  proceeded  to 
describe  the 

ANATOMY  OP  A  FISH, 

illustrating  his  remarks  with  the  aid  of  the  skeleton 
fish.  The  organs  of  locomotion  in  fish  were  first  of 
all  the  tail  and  then  the  fins.  He  then  explained 
the  gill  apparatus,  generally  lying  concealed  behind 
two  plate-like  bones,  and  proceeded  to  describe  the 
delicate  and  extremely  interesting  details  of  this 
uniqvie  apparatus,  how  the  fish  took  in  sea  water, 
how  it  passed  it  through  the  sieve  of  the  gill  combs, 
how  the  tiny  blood-vessels  at  the  tips  of  the  gill, 
which  take  up  the  oxygen,  dissolved  in  the  water. 
A  great  deal  of  interesting  information  followed 
about  the  fins  of  a  fish,  their  position,  uses,  signi- 
ficance, and  strvicture.  The  air  bladder  was  next 
described  and  its  use  in  regulating  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  fish,  enabling  it 

TO  RISE  AND   SINK  AT  WILL. 

He  .showed  a  specimen  bladder  by  way  of  illus- 
trating his  remarks.  Dr.  Willey  then  passed  on  to 
the  various  kinds  of  fishes,  the  flj-ing-flsh  covering 
sometimes  forty  yards  in  its  flight  ;  the  skippet, 
which  hugs  the  mud  flats  of  Negombo,  and  wriggles 
from  place  to  place  by  the  aid  of  a  curious  adap- 
tation of  the  fins.  Speaking  of  the  propagation  of 
fish,  Dr.  Willey  said  that  a  single  fish  sometimes 
produced  thousands  and  even  millions  of  eggs, 
indicating  an  extraordinary  rate  of  multiplication. 
He  told  of  the  anguluwa,  fish,  the  male  of  which 
swallows  the  eggs  and 

INCUB.\.TES  THEM  IN  HIS  THRO.A^T. 

He  spoke  of  electric  fishes,  some  of  whom  possess 
a  capacity  for  producing  electric  shocks  the  force  of 
which  may  disable  a  man.  Some  minutes  were 
devoted  to  poisonous  fishes,  who  were  equipped 
with  poison  in  various  organs  and  some  of  whom 
could  inflict  dangerous  wounds.  The  saw-fish, 
sword-fish,  and  other  varieties,  wdth  elongated  jaw 
arrangements,  were  next  passed  in  review,  and  Dr. 
Willey  concluded  by  explaining  the  anatomy  of  the 
lancelet. 

A  QUESTION  OP  A  CHAIRMAN'S  VOTING 
POWER. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  you  kindly  answer  the  follow- 
ing question  through  your  valuable  medium  ? 
Can  a  chairman  after  voting,  and  in  the  event  of 
a  tie,  have  a  casting  vote  ? — Yours  truly, 

D.  A.  S. 

[There  appears  to  be  no  fixed  rule  for  all  casas. 
The  best  authority  I  know  on  the  subject  is  the 
late  Sir  Reginald  Palgrave  s  "  Chairman's  Hand- 
book." Under  "  Vote  of  Chairman  "  lie  says  : — - 
'■  The  chairman  of  borough  and  other  councils, 
school  boards,  vwetries,  and  of  board  or  general 
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meetings  of  companies  is  empowered  to  vote  as 
an  ordinary  member,  and  then  to  give,  as  chairman, 
a  second  or  casting  vote,  in  case  of  an  equality  of 
votes."  In  the  case  of  chairman  of  meetings 
which  do  not  come  under  tlio  above,  "a  chairman 
xmder  the  common  law  lias  no  casting  vote  if 
the  number  of  votes  is  equal  :  the  question  put 
from  the  chair  must,  tlieroforo,  in  tliis  case  remain 
imdecided."  Angling  clubs  usually  make  their 
own  rule  respecting  the  chairman's  voting.  For 
instance,  in  the  first  book  of  rules  I  take  up, 
which  happens  to  be  that  of  the  "  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,"  I  find  that  a  rule  provides  that 
the  chairman  shall  have  a  casting  vote,  and  I 
presume  that  he  can  vote  as  a  member  also  ;  in 
such  cases  as  Sir  Reginald  points  out,  "  the 
chairman  should  give  his  vote  whilst  the  votes  of 
the  other  members  are  being  taken  and  before 
the  tendency  of  tlie  votes  is  visible  " — that  is,  not 
to  reserve  his  two  votes  to  throw  into  the  scale 
together.  In  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Speaker 
or  Chairman  of  Committee  never  vote  unless  the 
votes  are  equal,  and  then  they  must  give  a 
casting  vote.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  if  the 
voting  is  ecjual,  those  against  the  motion  carry 
it — that  is,  the  "  noncontents  "  "  have  it." — Ed.] 

GRAYLING  CULTURE  QUERY. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  intention  of  improving  my 
stock  of  grayling  on  my  fishing  water  in  Sweden,  I 
sliould  bo  much  obliged  if  you  or  some  of  the  readers 
of  your  paper  would  tell  me  what  can  be  expected 
of  hatching  grayling  ova  and  putting  the  fry  into 
the  river.  As  a  rule,  I  do  not  believe  much  in 
artificial  fish  cidture,  but  should  like  to  know 
whether  someone  has  had  any  experience  with 
grayling  in  England  and  whether  it  has  been  of  any 
use.  Perhaps  there  is  some  other  method  of  re- 
stocking grayling  waters.  To  mo  the  grayling 
seems  to  be  a  more  delicate  fish  for  hatching  than 
trout  and  salmon,  and  practically  seen  hatching 
salmon  and  trout  is  not  worth  much  except  for 
those  selling  ova  and  fry. — Yours  truly, 

G.  Hyden. 

A  NET  QUERY. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
could  tell  me  whether  landing-nets  are  made  by 
machinery  or  hand-made,  and  what  material  is 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  nets  for  trout  fisheries  ? 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation.— Yours  truly, 

Inquirer. 

THE  WITCH— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  article  on  "  Fly  Fishing  for 
Grayling,"  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Nov.  4,  I  stated  that  the  hackle  used  for  the 
Witch  was  "  smoky  blue."  Mr.  Rolt,  the  inventor  of 
the  fly,  writes  to  tell  me  that  it  must  be  very  "pale 
blue  "  ;  in  fact,  that  he  has  known  white  hackle  to 
kill  very  well  indeed. 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  original 
pattern,  which  Mr.  Rolt  was  kind  enough  to  send 
me,  was  smoky  blue,  but  must  have  been  mistaken  ; 
anyhow,  we  Yorkshire  anglers  have  found  that  the 
Yorkshire  grayling  appreciate  the  Witch  quite  as 
much  as  their  south  country  brethren,  and  that  is 
the  main  thing. — Yours  faithfully, 

Fr.^ncis  M.  Walbran  ("  Halcyon  " ). 

LOUGH  FERN. 
Dear  Sir, — There  has  been  some  correspondence 
lately  about  Lough  Fern.  In  looking  through  my 
fishing  diary  I  found  a  few  records,  which  I  give 
below  straight  from  the  book.  Of  course,  the 
per.sonal  equation  comes  in  when  one  describes 
fishing,  and  where  one  angler  may  do  badly,  another 
may  do  well.  So  I  will  only  add  that  though 
fonder  of  river  than  lake  fishing,  I  generally  expect 
to  get  my  share  if  fish  are  to  be  caught.  The  entries 
herewith  will  speak  for  themselves  :  — 

1898  :  Aug.  16,  five  brown  trout,  one  sea-trout 
(Jib.) ;  Aug.  17,  nine  brown  trout  ;  Aug.  18,  twenty- 
four  brown  trout  ;  Aug.  19,  ten  brown  trout,  one 
grilse  (4|lb.)  ;  Aug.  20,  twenty-four  brown  trout, 
weighing  711).  ;  Aug.  22,  four  brown  trout  ;  Aug.  23, 
twelve  brown  trout  ;  Aug.  24,  sixteen  brown  trout ; 
Aug.  2.5,  thirteen  brown  trout,  one  sea-trout  (Jib.). 

These  baskets  were  not  weighed  except  those 
caught  on  the  2()th,  which  were  apparently  above 
the  usual  average. 

I  fished  Lough  Fern  again  in  1901,  when  the 
results  wore  as  follows  : — 

May  .'10,  three  brown  trout  (best  fish  1  lb.,  the 
only  big  fish  I  caught  in  Lo\igh  Fern)  ;  June  3,  two 
brown  trout  ;  June  8,  two  brown  trout  ;  Juno  15, 
ueventoen  brown  trout. 

In  1894  I  fished  Lough  Fern  with  a  friend  on  five 
days.    I  huvo  no  entry  of  the  details,  but  I  know 


that  we  each  killed  a  grilse  of  about  51b.,  and 
generally  got  about  thirty  trout  between  us.  I 
should  say  the  trout  run  four  to  the  pound. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  E.  Binney. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Captain  Binney.  A  signed 
report  of  sport  or  complaint  of  want  of  it  is  so 
much  more  satisfactory  than  other  kinds. — Ed.] 


TO   FISH-CULTURISTS   AND  OTHERS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  subscriber  to  your  esteemed 
journal,  I  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  asking  you 
to  do  mo  the  favour,  on  a  card,  to  inform  mo  as 
to  the  best  means  of  getting  full  information  of 
all  the  fishing  clubs  and  associations  and  all  the 
rational  ti.shery  companies  extant  in  Groat 
Britain. 

Being  myself  a  manager  of  a  Danish  fish- 
hatching  company,  and  being  desirous  of  getting 
into  connection  with  some  of  the  leading  clubs 
and  companies  by  way  of  offering  for  sale  and 
also  buying  all  kinds  of  ova,  and  the  time  for 
such  business  being  high  up,  I  should  bo  greatly 
obliged  to  you  for  as  speedy  an  answer  as  possible. 

Offering  you  my  best  thanks  in  advance,  I  am, 
Sir,  yours  resppctfully, 

E.  ScHiOTZ,  Vekaellerer. 
Jernbanegade,  Odense,  Denmark. 

[There  is  no  directory  of  fish-breeders  ;  all  the 
best  advertise  in  our  colimins,  and  I  hope  they 
will  send  Mr.  Schiotz  their  price  lists  soon,  for,  as 
ho  says,  tho  time  for  such  business  ia  "  high  up." 
—Ed.] 

CURIOUS  CAPTURE  OF  A  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — While  fishing  with  a  friend  in  a  pond 
at  Ashford,  near  Staines,  last  month,  a  jack  of  4j^lb. 
fouled  his  roach  lino  above  the  float,  which  was 
rather  slack  ;  tho  line  got  right  at  tho  buck  of 
his  mouth,  and  when  my  friend  struck  the  float 
was  pulled  tight  up  against  the  gill.  Ho  played 
him  for  over  twenty  minutes  with  only  2Ayd.  of 
line,  it  being  a  tight  one,  and  at  last  ho  was  able 
to  get  jt  near  enough  to  the  punt  to  get  his  fingers 
imder  the  gills  and  Uft  it  into  the  punt.  The  line 
was  a  fine  roach  and  2yd.  of  gut:  the  fish  is  being 
stuffed,  and  the  line  put  with  it  in  the  case. 

I  think  the  above  might  be  of  interest  to  some 
of  the  readers  of  your  valuable  paper,  as  personally 
I  have  never  heard  of  anything  like  it  before. 
My  friend's  name  is  Mr.  Brandon. — -Yours  truly, 

Herbert  Bishop. 

[I  have  heard  of  pike  putting  their  teeth  into  a 
big  cork  pike  float  and  nearly  getting  caught,  but 
that  was  on  pike  tackle,  but  I  never  heard  of  a 
pike  being  taken  in  this  way  by  fouling  a  "  tight  " 
roach  line — that  is,  not  a  running  line. — Ed.] 


SCUM  FROM  "  GISHURSTINE." 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  11 
your  note  in  connection  with  J.  Brown's  letter 
refers  favourably  respecting  "  Gishurstine  "  as  an 
application  for  lines.  You  have  hitherto  frequently 
mentioned  this  as  a  good  application  for  lines 
when  dry  fly  fishing,  but  the  fault  I  found  with  it 
was  it  left  a  lot  of  scum  pn  the  water  for  the  first 
two  or  three  casts  after  using,  but  perhaps  I  did 
not  apply  it  properly. 

The  way  I  managed  was  to  carry  a  small  box 
of  "  Gishurstine  "  in  the  creel,  and  apply  some 
with  my  fingers  to  about  6yd.  or  8yd.  of  the  line, 
then  use  it. 

Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  let  me  know 
in  your  next  issue  how  you  manage  to  avoid  the 
scum  I  mention,  otherwise  I  should  like  the  pre- 
paration as  a  floater  for  the  line. — Yours  truly, 

A  Floater. 

[When  pike  fishing  with  an  undressed  lino 
recently  rubbed  with  "  Gishurstine,"  I  have  noticed 
a  slight  scum  from  the  excess  of  "  Gishurstine," 
but  I  have  not  noticed  it  when  fly-fishing.  I 
should  attach  no  importance  to  it  in  any  case. — Ed.] 


EE  SILKWORM  OUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  in  the  correspondence  columns 
of  your  valuable  paper  of  Nov.  11  a  letter  from 
Mr.  J.  P.  R.  Cheyne,  in  which  he  says  that  he  is 
"  hoping  to  hoar  that  something  practical  is  likely 
to  follow  from  the  discussion  in  your  columns  re 
bringing  unbleached  gut  into  this  country." 

I  would  like  to  say  that  Mr.  S.  Allcook  in  a  letter 
to  mo  of  some  weeks  ago  intimated  that  he  in- 
tended importing  some  unbleached  gut,  but  I  very 
nmch  question  if  this  in  strands  of  from  18in.  to 
24in.  could  bo  retailed  at  ono  penny  a  strand. 

It  would  probably  cost  a  little  more,  but  I  think 
the  extra  small  outlay  would  bo  moro  than  com- 


pensated for  in  tho  extra  wearing  qualities  and'its 
almost  colourless  appearance,  which,  to  my  mind, 
is  its  chief  desideratum.  From  tho  correspondence 
I  have  had  with  anglers,  1  am  convinced  that  there 
would  be  a  considerable  demand  for  such  an  article. 

I  think  his  suggestion  that  "  a  few  anglers 
should  make  offers  of  support  sufficient  to  take  the 
whole  stock  off  their  hands  "  a  good  one. 

Perhaps  you.  Sir,  would   be  willing  to  accept 
such  offers  through  your  paper  ? — Yours  truly, 
F.  E.  Eldeed,  Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

[I  feel  sure  Messrs.  Allcock  will  want  no  guarantee 
to  induce  them  to  get  us  some  unbleached  gut  to 
try.— Ed.] 


"NOTES  ON  RESERVOIR  FLY-FISHING." 

Dear  Sir, — With  your  permission,  I  would  point 
out  to  "  Another  Lancashire  Lad  "  that  the  knots 
illustrated  with  my  notes  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  28 
last  refer  to  hair  tackle,  not  to  gut,  and  in  con- 
nection therewith  I  stated  that  "  the  only  fairly 
safe  knot  I  know  of  for  joining  up  the  lengths  of 
hair  in  making  tho  cast  is  shown  at  Fig.  1  on  the 
diagram."  Tliis  knot  does  not  permit  of  the 
dropper  being  attached  as  shown  by  your  corre- 
spondent. The  double  sliding  knot  he  shows  is, 
to  my  certain  knowledge,  quite  unsafe  for  hair 
tackle,  owing  to  its  springy  nature.  Although  I 
recommend  the  looped  dropper  for  hair  tackle,  it 
is  simply  on  the  ground  of  safety,  and  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  don't  like  the  knot  in  other  respects, 
it  being  somewhat  bulky,  and  the  little  loop  exhibits 
a  tendency  to  pick  up  a  bubble  of  water  as  it  leaves 
the  surface,  thus  increasing  the  visibility  of  the 
tackle. 

I  cannot  endorse  "  A.  L.  L.  "  as  to  the  east  wind 
that  generally  follows  sunset  on  a  fine  summer 
evening.  On  many  such  evenings,  during  the  calm 
preceding  sunset  I  have  longingly  waited  for  the 
expected  puff  from  the  east,  and  when  it  has  arrived 
have  seldom  been  disappointed  with  its  result.  I 
do,  however,  like  the  aforesaid  puff  to  die  away  as 
twilight  comes  on,  because  a  ripplo  then  makes  it 
more  difficult  to  detect  rises.  I  should  like  to 
quote  one  instance  out  of  many  such  noted  in  my 
angling  diary — namely : 

"  Juno  27,  1899.  At  Vale  House  Reservoir, 
Manchester  Waterworks,  Longdendale.  Blazing 
hot  afternoon,  93  degrees  in  shade.  Light  south 
wind  ;  none  in  evening  till  sundown.  No  result 
whatever  till  9.1.5  p.m.  Then  up  to  9.45  p.m.  got 
one  and  a  half  brace  on  the  March  Brown,  during 
light  ripple  from  the  east  ;  also  twice  broken  with 
large  fish,  using  hair  tackle ;  best  fish,  18oz.  Mem. 
— In  future  don't  use  hair  tackle  at  dusk." 

On  the  above  occasion  the  Stone  Fly  was  on  strong, 
and  tho  east  wind  made  no  difference  in  an  adverse 
sense. 

As  to  whether  small-sized  eyed  hooks  result' in 
more  light-hooked  fish  than  the  ordinary  shanked 
hooks,  it  is  a  question  that  can  only  be  conclusively 
decided  by  the  experiences  of  anglers  at  large,  and 
I  have  often  felt  tempted  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Editor, 
to  invite  the  opinions  of  your  readers  thereon. 
During  a  fishing  holiday  spent  at  Wensleydale, 
Aug.,  1896,  I  was  a  good  deal  in  the  company  of 
that  well-known  exponent  of  angling,  Jas.  Blades, 
and  I  asked  his  opinion  on  the  matter.  He  replied 
that  he  "  had  tried  them  well,  but  found  he  lost 
so  many  fish  after  hooking  them  that  he  had 
ceased  to  employ  eyed  hooks."  May  I  quote  again 
from  the  aforesaid  diary  ?  "  May  20,  1899.  At 
Vale  House  and  Torside  Reservoirs.  Dull  and 
showery,  with  light  north-west  wind.  Cast :  top 
dropper,  a  Coch-y-Bondhu,  took  three  fish.  Middle 
dropper,  a  Black  Gnat,  took  two  fish.  Tail  fly,  a 
'  Professor,'  on  an  eyed  hook,  hooked  four  fish, 
all  of  which  got  off.  Tried  an  eyed  Pennell's  Red 
Lake  fly  for  tad,  which  hooked  two  fish,  but  both 
got  off.  Best  fish,  lOoz.  The  moral  is  plain : 
Small  eyed  hooks  are  a  failure  for  wet  fly  fishing. 
Have  experienced  same  thing  many  times  this 
season."  I  do  not,  of  course,  deem  this  a  satis- 
factory proof.  These  fish  might  have  got  away 
even  with  an  ordinary  hook  at  the  tail  of  the  cast, 
but  it  is  noteworthy  that  all  five  fish  hooked  on  tho 
droppers  (wliich  I  invariably  use  moimted  on  gut 
in  the  ordinary  way)  were  duly  landed,  whilst  all 
■six  on  the  eyed  hooks  got  away.  I  think  it  only 
fair  to  say  that  I  consider  Pennell's  up-turned 
shank  eyed  hooks  less  liable  to  light  hooking  than 
the  ordinary  turn-down  eyed  hooks.  The  position 
and  plane  of  tho  eye  in  Mr.  Pennell's  hooks  do  not 
present  so  much  of  a  projection  as  the  ordinary  one 
does. 

I  am  glad  that  "  A.  L.  L."  agrees  with  me  in 
many  respects  ;  and  in  turn  I  for  one  appreciate 
his  additional  notes  in  connection  with  wind  effects. 
— Yours  truly,  Lancashire  Lad. 

{diveral  letters  a/re  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


More  about  the  Mystery  of  the  Life  History 
of  the  Eel. 

Anglebs,  fish  breeders,  and  others  of  ten  ask  ques- 
tions about  the  life  history  of  the  eel  which  I  have 
\><:(tn  unable  to  answer,  so  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
t,'ive  some  of  the  most  interesting  particulars  I  have 
'  ver  read  about  this  very  common  and  yet,  in  many 
ways,  very  mysterious  fish.  I  have  translated 
t  hem— rather  freely,  perhaps— from  the  "  Mittheil- 
ungen  des  Deutschen  Seefischereivereins  "  for  Sep- 
tember, in  which  Professor  K.  Brandt,  of  Kiel, 
gives  an  account  of  the  latest  and  most  important 
discoveries  of  Dr.  Petersen,  of  Copenhagen,  respect- 
ing the  natural  history  of  the  eel. 

In  1896,  Grassi  and  Calandruccio,  two  Italian 
(i  ituralists,  rendered  the  great  service  to  science  of 
'  identifying  the  until  then  unknown  larva  of  our 
freshwater  eel,  and  establishing  the  fact  of  its 
metamorphosis  into  the  elver  which  ascends  our 
rivers  from  the  sea  Their  investigations  showed 
also  that  it  was  in  the  highest  degree  probable  that 
the  eel  attains  complete  sexual  maturity  only  at 
considerable  ocean  depths  (several  hundred  yards), 
that  they  spawn  there,  and  that  the  eel  larva 
{Leptocephales)  must  be  looked  for  in  deep  water, 
i  'and  yet  "  until  quite  recently  Leptocephalus  brevi- 
'  rostris  had  only  been  met  with  in  the  Mediterranean, 
chiefly  in  the  Straits  of  Messina,  and  also  in  very 
exceptional  instances  on  the  coast  of  North  America. " 
It  would  appear  from  this  that  Dr.  Brandt  is 

•  unacquainted  with  the  fact  that  there  is  a  full 
description  of  Leptocephalus  in  the  works  of  Yarrell 

•  and  Couch.  Yarrell  says  that  specimens  have  been 
found  all  round  our  coasts  (possibly  the  fish  they 
describe  is  not  breviroKtria). 

Where  Does  ottr  Noeth  Eueopean  Eel  Spawn  ? 
I  We  have  to  thank  the  work  of  Dr.  Petersen, 
.  undertaken  in  the  interests  of  International  Sea 
t  Fisheries  in vestigation,  that  the  so-called  eel  problem 
i  is  very  nearly  solved— not  in  any  accidental  way, 
I  but  as  the  result  of  carefully-directed  researches 
;  made  in  the  Danish  discovery  steamer  Thor  in 

1904  and  1905.  In  June  last,  Dr.  Schmidt  succeeded 


in  finding  numerous  eel  larva?  in  the  Noi'th  Atlantic 
Ocean  to  the  south-west  of  Ireland.  On  the  2l8t 
of  July  at  the  last  International  Conference  at 
Copenhagen  Dr.  Petersen  read  a  paper  on  these 
discoveries,  and  also  a  description  of  his  new  method 
by  which  the  catch  of  eels  can  be  very  greatly 
increased. 

How  oub' Eel's  Spa wning^  Ground  was  Dis- 
covered. 

The  honour  of  finding  the  first  specimen  of  the 
eel  larva  in  the  North  European  seas  belongs  to 
Dr.  Schmidt,  who  was  investigating  the  sea  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Faroe  Isles  in  1904,  and  on 
May  22  was  rewarded  by  finding  a  specimen  of 
Leptocephalus  brevirostris.  In  the  same  year.  Dr. 
Holt,  the  Irish  Fisheries  Inspector,  found  a  second 
specimen  off  the  west  coast  of  Ireland.  These 
important  discoveries  led  Dr.  Petersen  in  the 
spring  of  this  year  to  commission  Dr.  Schmidt  to 
continue  his  search  in  the  Thor  from  the  Faroes 
southwards  until  he  found  large  quantities  of  eel 
larvae.  How  well-grounded  Dr.  Petersen's  surmise 
was  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  Jime  last  Dr. 
Schmidt,  fishing  with  his  young-fish  trawl  to  the 
south-west  of  Ireland,  began  to  catch  hundreds  of 
eel  larvae.  Fishing  at  a  depth  of  about  600  feet, 
nearly  half  again  as  deep  as  St.  Paul's  Cathedral 
is  high,  he  got  as  many  as  twenty  at  a  haul  of 
these  transparent  ribbon-like  fish.  The  depth  of 
the  ocean  in  this  part  was  from  3000  to  6000  feet, 
which  proved  clearly  that  Leptocephalus  Irevirostris 
IS  pelagic,  that  is,  lives  in  mid-water  or  other 
depth,  and  not  as  Grassi  supposed,  from  his 
aquarium  observations,  in  the  mud  at  the  bottom 
(Grassi,  it  should  be  remembered,  was  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain  live  specimens  of  the  eel  larvte  and 
keep  them  in  his  aquarium  until,  to  his  astonish- 
ment, and  that  of  the  whole  scientific  world,  this 
queer  litle  fish,  which  in  general  appearance  is 
more  like  a  little  sole  than  an  eel,  which  up  till 
then  had  been  considered  a  distinct  species,  changed 
gradually  into  our  well-known  friend  the  common 
or  vulgar  eel  {Anguilla  vulgaris)). 

Influence  of  the  Gulf  Stream  on  Eel  Life" 
The  fact  that  long-continued  and  most  carefu^ 
scientific  trawling  in  the  Baltic,  North  Sea, 
and  in  the  Atlantic  north  of  the  Faroes,  failed  to 
result  m  any  captures  of  eel  larva?,  and  the  fact 
that  so  many  were  caught  in  the  warmer  ocean 
to  the  south-west  of  Ireland,  appears  to  justify 
Dr.  Petersen's  view  that  comparatively  warmer 
water,  of  great  depth,  with  uniform  temperature 
alLthe  year  round,  is  required  for  eel  reproduction. 
Such  conditions  are  found  over  a  great  extent  of 
the  ocean  to  the  west  and  south-west  of  Ireland, 
where  the  water  bed  is  a  kind  of  tableland  at  from 
1000  to  2000  feet  or  more  from  the  surface.  Farther 
south,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  and  off  the  coast  of 
Portugal  and  Spain,  much  greater  depths  are  found 
and  colder  water,  the  warmer  water  to  the  north 
being  caused  by  the  Gulf  Stream  striking  the 
coasts  of  Ireland  and  being  deflected  southwards 
until  it  loses  its  warmth  in  greater  ocean  depths. 
It  has  long  been  known  that  in  the  sea  region  west 
and  south-west  of  Ireland,  even  at  3000  feet,  the 
water  is  twice  as  warm  (about  8deg.  C.)  as,  for 
instance,  in  tropical  parts  of  the  open  ocean  (where 
it  is  about  4deg.  C). 

The  Next  Problems  op  Eel  Life  to  be  Solved. 

The  identification  of  the  eel  larva  and  the  place  of 
Its  birth  having  been  established,  the  next  thing  to 
search  for  and,  if  possible,  find  are  sexually-mature 
river  eels,  with  ripe  eggs,  in  the  depths  of  the  Atlantic 
off  Ireland,  also  fertilised  eggs,  and  to  confirm  and 
extend  Grassi's  discoveries  by  tracing  the  develop- 
ment of  the  eel  larva  from  the  egg  and  its  change 
into  the  elvers  or  young  eel  such  as  we  know  it ; 
also  to  discover  the  exact  process  of  eel  repro- 
duction. We  also  want  to  know  how  old  the  elvers 
are  which  ascend  our  rivers  in  such  countless 
numbers.  It  is  probable  that  these  little  fellows, 
little  bigger  than  bodkins,  are  already  two  years 
old.  They  come  into  our  rivers  and  remain  there 
to  feed  and  grow  until  the  reproductive  instmct 
begins  to  awake  in  them,  and  they  then  return  to 
the  ocean. 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  Graylihq  Flks.-Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
nshing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling  " 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  FuUy  lUustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  Ui*  nhUot."— tithing  Gtutttt. 


Effect  of  Light  on  Eels. 

It'has  long  been  known  that  it  is  chiefly  during 
dark  and  stormy  autumn  nights  that  the  great 
armies  of  eels  "run,"  that  is,  descend  our  rivers, 
and  are  taken  at  the  eel  weirs,  often  tons  weight 
of  them  in  a  single  night.  As  a  result  of  some 
experiments  he  made,  Dr.  Petersen  found  that 
where  eels  in  descending  into  the  sea  had  a  choice 
of  several  channels,  by  showing  lights  in  lanterns 
in  one  or  two  channels  he  drove  the  eels  to  select 
the  unlighted  ones  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
When  the  lanterns  were  kept  burning  all  night  few 
or  no  eels  were  caught  in  the  traps,  when  they 
were  put  out  hundreds  were  caught.  He  proposes 
now  to  sink  electric  lights  attached  to  a  cable 
right  across  the  mouth  of  a  river.  The  lights  will 
be  so  arranged  as  to  leave  the  water  in  darkness 
oiily  in  certain  places  where  eel  traps  and  nets 
will  be  set.  He  believes  that  by  this  means 
nearly  the  whole  body  of  eels  can  bo  driven,  even 
in  a  wide  expanse  of  sea,  to  pass  only  where  they 
must  be  caught.  His  view  is  that  the  take  will 
in  this  way  be  enormously  increased,  and  that  so 
long  as  the  ascending  elvers  have  free  access  to  our 
rivers  there  need  be  no  fear  of  over-fishing  them  on 
their  return  as  eels.  The  undiminished  eel  harvest  of 
the  great  Italian  eel  fisheries  and  farms  at  Comachio, 
which  have  been  carried  on  for  hundreds  of  years, 
proves  that  all  the  descending  male  and  female 
eels  may  be  caught  without  in  any  way  affecting  the 
future  supply,  as  it  is  more  than  kept  up  by  the 
continued  ascent  each  year  of  armies  of  eel  fry. 
Gas-works  and  Eels. 

Elvers  formerly  used  to  ascend  the  Thames  in 
countless  myriads,  but  the  poison  poured  into  the 
river  itself  and  its  tributaries  have  banished  them 
for  many  years.  I  believe  that  refuse  from  gas- 
works does  more  than  almost  anything  else  to 
destroy  fish  life,  especially  young  fish  life.  It  is 
true  eels  are  still  caught  in  the  Thames  and  some 
of  its  tributaries,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
most  of  them  come  via,  the  Thames  and  Avon 
Canal — or  is  it  the  Severn  Canal  ? 

Some  anglers  think  eels  have  not  got  scales,  but 
it  is  a  mistake.  If  they  scrape  the  sUme  off,  they 
will  find  the  small  scales  on  tha  skin. 


A  Bishop  on  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies. 

It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  some  of  our  best 
bishops  are  anglers.  In  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Dowager  Duchess  of  Beaufort,  the  widow  of 
a  great  sportsman,  at  the  opening  of  the  Bristol 
ani  Qifton  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibition,  the  bishop 
said : — 

"To  him  there  was  a  great  charm  in  the 
exhibits  of  trout  and  salmon  flies.  He  was  asked 
by  the  lady  in  charge  if  they  really  caught 
salmon  with  things  as  large  as  those  shown. 
Yes,  they  did  ;  and  they  used  sometimes  in  the 
spring  bigger  flies  than,  tho.se  on  exhibition. 
He  sometimes  wondered  whether  it  was  quite 
moral  to  sit  down  and  construct  those  wonderful 
deceptions  with  the  object  of  bringing  a 
fish  to  his  ruin.  When  they  were  out  fishing, 
and  there  was  an  upheaval  as  if  some  dynamite 
had  exploded,  and  a  game  fish  rushed  to 
its  destruction,  he  was  not  sure  that  it  was 
quite  moral.  The  fly  looked  natural,  and  the 
fish  dashed  at  it  and  to  its  death.  That 
was  a  parable  of  many  temptations  in  life, 
but  he  tried  to  lose  sight  of  the  parable,  and 
tried  to  get  another  fish  in  just  the  same  way. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  facts'  in  connection 
with  those  flies  was  that  in  the  parts  of  Scotland 
where  he  fished  the  most  killing  flies  were  the 
Butchers  and  the  Doctors.  The  Butcher  was 
called  so  because  of  its  killing  powers,  but  a 
Doctor  ought  not  to  be  so  called.  There  were 
Blue  Doctors,  Silver  Doctors,  and  Grey  Doctors 
— and  a  doctor  who  was  one  of  his  great  com- 
panions in  Sutherland  they  always  said  ought  to 
be  a  green  doctor.  He  could  only  repeat  that  he 
took  the  keenest  interest  in  those  exhibitions, 
which  were  doing  a  great  deal  of  good.  The 
Dowager  Duchess  of  Beaufort  deserved  their 
thanks  for  helping  them,  as  she  always  did  in 
anything  for  the  good  of  her  fellow-creatures." 

Twelve-Inch  Pike  for  Sale. 

I  see  from  their  advertisement  that  the  Norton 
Fishery,  Baldock.  Herts,  have  1000  twelve-inch 
pike  for  sale.  What  a  capital  chance  for  those  who 
want  to  improve  their  pike  fishing  by  introducine 
resh  blood.  * 


The  Grayling  in  Scotland. 

Some  articles  and  correspondence  have  appeared 
in  the  Scotstnan  lately  on  the  subject  of  the  gray- 
ling. Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  takes  the  view  held  by  so 
many  Scottish  anglers  that  for  many  good  reason=i 
it  is  unnecessary  to  introduce  the  grayling  into 
Scottish  rivers  in  which  it  does  not  exist,  or  to 
encourage  it  in  those  in  wh'ch  it  does.  Without 
going  into  all  the  pros  and  cons,  my  view  is  that  it 
is  a  mistake  to  put  grayling  into  any  river  in  which 
salmon  spawn,  as  they  are  voracious  egg  eaters. 
More  than  once  I  have  had  grayling  sent  to  me 
supposed  to  be  full  of  spawn  in  November— so  they 
were,  but  it  was  trout  spawn.  They  w  11  fill  their 
little  bellies  with  trout  eggs  every  time  they  get 
the  chance,  and  being  in  the  height  of  condition 
and  appetite  in  the  winter,  they  do  great  damage 
m  many  waters.  In  my  opinion,  the  grayling  is 
nearly  as  good  a  fi-^h  as  the  trout,  but  it  does  not 
do  well  in  some  rivers — I  mean  it  does  not  fight 
yfeW — as  it  does  in  Hampshire  streams;  and  this 
doubtless  acco  .nts  for  the  fact  that  in  Northum- 
berland and  in  the  Clyde,  Teviot,  and  one  or  two 
other  north  country  rivers,  it  is  considered  a  poor, 
almost  worthless,  fish,  and  even  left  on  the  bank  to 
die  like  any  coarse  fish  from  a  trout  stream.  We 
do  not  want  to  hear  the  grayling  abused,  so  I  say 
keep  it  out  of  Scottish  rivers. 

The  late  Mr.  F.  Pigou. 
Knowing  that  Mr.  F.  Pigou  had  been  ill  for  a 
long  time,  I  wrote  recently  to  inquire  how  he  was, 
and  was  very  so  ry,  although  not  surprised,  to 
hear  that  he  died  on  June  13  last.  When  he  last 
called  on  me  he  told  me  that  he  was  ordered  to 
winter  in  Egypt,  and  spoke,  in  his  quiet  way,  as  if 
he  knew  he  could  not  recover  from  the  chest  affection 
he  was  suffering  from.  Mr.  Pigou  will  long  be  missed 
by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 
He  was  a  great  dry-fly  and  salmon  angler,  and 
although  I  could  never  persuade  him  to  write 
anything,  he  always  called  after  h's  annual  visit 
to  his  fi=hing  in  Norway  and  gave  me  some  account 
of  it.  He  was  one  of  the  orig  nal  members  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  used  occasionally  to  attend 
the  Thursday  even.ng  meetings. 

A  Wrinkle  for  Fly  Dressers. 

"  6,  Clark-terrace,  Leeds,  Nov.  15. 
"  Dear  Sir,— I  thank  you  very  much  for  noticing 
Blue  Duns,  etc.  A  friend  of  mine  has  brought  out 
some  good  Blues  by  mating  the  black  Spanish  cock 
with  white  Leghorn  hen.  This  might  be  a  good 
wrinkle  for  anyone  intending  to  produce  the  various 
Blues.— Yours  faithfully,        "  J.  Pickebsgill." 

The  New  Mayor  of  Hackney. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  cele- 
brated Amwell  Magna  Fishery  on  the  Lea,  Mr. 
Francis  Howse,  J.P.,  has  been  elected  Mayor  of 
Hackney.  Mr.  Howse,  who  was  Under-SherifE  of 
the  City  of  London,  1904-5,  is  a  very  good  and  keen 
all-round  angler,  and  Hackney  is  fortunate. 

R.  B.  Mabston. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

well  in  ;  that  gentleman  has  got  a  case  of  four 
Frome  roach  that  I  should  say  is  without  a  superior 
as  a  case  of  river  roach :  the  four  weigh  together 
91b  lOoz  ,  or  did  when  in  the  flesh,  the  weight  of 
each  fish  being  as  follows:— 21b.  lloz.,  21b.  9oz., 
21b  4oz.,  and  2lb.  2oz.  Nearly  thirty  years  ago, 
when  I  fished  the  River  Witham,  in  Lincolnshire, 
between  Carlton-le-Moorland  and  Bassingham,  a 
November  bag  of  roach  I  got  had  an  average  of 
quite  12oz.  per  fish,  while  a  bag  got  from  the  same 
swims  on  August  Bank  Holiday  in  the  same  year 
only  averaged  8oz.  A  friend  of  mine,  fishing  the 
Hampshire  Avon  last  November,  got  twenty  roach 
in  three  hours,  they  weighed  251b.,  the  largest 
being  only  1  lb.  7oz.,  so  you  see  the  average  was 
very  high.  The  Trent  itself  in  some  parts  of  its 
course  produces  roach  of  a  fine  average  size,  Mr. 
Wallis,  of  Long  Eaton,  from  his  fishery  near  Caven- 
dish Bridge,  during  the  open  weather  of  November, 
getting  fish  that  would  run  the  Avon  average  a 
very  good  race.  There  was  one  6ft.  deep  swim 
on  the  Trent  at  Staythorpe,  some  little  distance 
above  Averham  Weir,  a  swim  sheltered  by  a  bank 
and  a  reedy  promontory,  that  I  and  the  late  Tom 
Bentley  more  than  once  got  30lb.  of  roach  between 
us  that  would  average  quite  14oz.  each  ;  once  or 
twice  the  average  was  a  pound.  Another  swim,  not 
far  from  Dunham  Bridge,  right  under  the  shadov^ 
of  a  mighty  bush,  that  Charlie  Hudson,  the  old 
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sizes  seems  to  be  confined  to  late  autumn  and 
winter;  during  the  summer  it  is  usual  to  meet 
with  them  of  nearly  every  size  in  one  swim  more 
or  less,  as  the  nature  of  the  swim  suits  the  fish, 
very  heavy  waters  being  too  strong  for  the  small 
fish  to  surmount.  I  remember  once  late  in  October 
getting  a  very  heavy  bag  of  roach  from  the  Great 
Ouse  during  a  strong  push  of  water.  That  was  the 
most  curious  bag  I  ever  got.  One  swim  I  had  a  fish 
1  lb.  15oz.,  and  the  next  a  scriper  of  2oz.,  and  so  on, 
the  most  unequal  bag  of  roach  I  ever  did  take, 
and  quite  out  of  the  common  as  far  as  my  experi- 
ences were  concerned.  This  bag  of  roach  was 
taken  some  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  spot  shown 
in  the  picture.  The  deep  water  of  the  OfEord  and 
Buckden  fishery,  and  the  deeper  water  on  the  God- 
manchester  side  of  the  river,  near  the  Poplars,  and 
lower  down  to  nearly  the  corner  of  the  west  meadow, 
is  capital  back-end  water  for  decent-sized  roach, 
particularly  if  the  water  gets  clouded  and  a  fair 
stream  is  running.  Tickets  at  a  small  cost  can  be 
procured  from  the  ^lill  at  Offord  to  fish  the  top 
reaches,  and  the  Huntingdon  Association  charge  a 
small  daily  sum  for  fishing  their  waters,  which 
extend  for  many  miles. 

One  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is,  the  heaviest 
roach  are  caught  in  the  short  winter  days,  when 
the  weather  is  open  and  not  frosty,  November 
being,  in  my  opinion,  about  as  good  a  month  as  any. 


NOVEMBEE  EOACH. 

By  "  The  Trent  Otter." 
[All  rights  reserved.] 

One  of  the  very  best  roach  fishermen  I  ever 
knew  has  told  me  more  than  once  that  those  fish 
were  not  worth  catching  until  the  fogs  of  November 
got  within  measurable  distance.  Without  going 
quite  so  far  as  that,  I  must  admit  that  a  November 
roach  is  a  thing  of  beauty— bright  as  a  bar  of  silver, 
clean  as  a  new  pin,  and  for  his  size  a  fighter  of  the 
first  water,  and,  above  all,  the  nasty  weed  that  a 
few  weeks  earlier  was  so  much  in  evidence  in  his 
stomach,  is  now  nearly  absent. 

November  roach  appear  to  me  to  be  pretty 
much  alike  in  nature  and  habits  in  most  of  the 
rivers  1  have  fished  :  some  waters  they  run  of  a 
good  average  size,  in  others  they  run  much  smaller  : 
while  again,  in  others  the  average  is  as  much  as  a 
pound  per  fish  ;  even  in  the  Great  Ouse,  where 
during  the  early  summer  and  autumn  the  average 
is  not  more  than  4oz.  or  5oz.,  taking  them  all 
round,  as  soon  as  November  gets  in,  then  the 
average  goes  up  to  6oz.  and  8oz.  My  friend  Mr. 
S.  Hayward,  of  Trowbridge,  tells  mo  that  his 
average  from  the  Avon  and  Frome  rivers  has  very 
often  exceeded  the  pound  as  soon  as  October  get 


Trent  professional,  and  myself  fished  during  the 
open  winter,  a  good  many  times  yielded  roach  of  a 
splendid  average,  scarcely  one  fish  in  every  ten 
would  be  less  than  Jib.,  and  most  likely  half-a- 
dozen  would  exceed  the  pound.    It  appears  to  me, 
from  a  careful  study  of  these  waters,  that  roach  in 
very  many  rivers  seem  to  run  in  schools,  certain 
clearly-defined  swims  seldom  having  any  small  fish 
in  them,  while  others  again  rarely  have  anything  but 
small  fish  in  them.    I  had  a  curious  instance  of  this 
one  day  in  the  Great  Ouse.    A  friend  and  I  had  our 
punt  tied  up  to  some  flags,  and  another  punt  with  two 
anglers  was  fixed  not  more  than  twenty-five  yards 
lower  down,  and  directly  in  the  same  track  of  the 
stream— our  fish  went  from  6oz.  to  14oz.  ;  while 
the  others  had  scarcely  a  fish  that  exceeded  our 
smallest.    On  comparing  notes  and  baskets  at  night, 
we  were  astonished  at  the  difference  in  size  in  so 
short  a  distance.    Years  ago,  when  the  water  under 
the  railway  bridge  just  below  Newark-on-Trent  was 
at  least  a  yard  higher  at  low  water  than  it  is  at 
its  lowest  to-day,  we  used  to  get  some  splendid 
roach  from  the  frothing  eddy  during  October  and 
November,  fishing  with  two  or  three  corns  of  stewed 
malt  on  the  hook :  a  ^-pounder  was  considered  a 
small  fish,  12oz.  to  14oz.  being  the  usual  thing, 
varied  with  an  occasional  pounder.    This  question 
of  roach  packing  themselves  in  certain  places  and 
under  certain  conditions  in  uniform,  or  nearly  so, 


Generally  speaking,  the  rains  of  the  late  autumn, 
when  we  do  get  any,  have  flushed  the  rivers,  sweeping 
away  the  accumulation  of  the  previous  months, 
and  taking  with  it  a  goodly  proportion  of  the 
natural  food  of  the  roach  ;  the  heavy  water  also 
causes  the  fish  to  seek  the  shelter  of  overhanging 
banks,  where  the  holes  are  deep  and  eddies  formed, 
also  behind  bushes  and  flags,  or  where  projecting 
corners  of  the  bank  stick  out  and  form  a  quiet 
eddy.  I  have  had  some  of  my  very  best  roach  from 
a  heavy  water,  when  the  float  has  been  within  two 
feet  of  the  bank  ;  but  one  thing  must  be  noted, 
and  that  is,  the  tackle  must  be  weighted  more,  and 
the  float  must  be  larger,  than  is  required  for  the 
bright  summer  water. 

As  good  a  November  bait  as  can  be  used  for 
roach  during  a  heavy  push  of  water  is  about  an 
inch  from  the  tail  end  of  a  lobworm,  threaded  on  a 
No.  8  Crystal  hook  ;  a  small  red  worm  wriggling 
crossways  on  the  point  is  an  extra  attraction  when 
added  to  the  tail  end.  When  the  water  clears  do^ 
a  little  more,  then  a  bunch  of  gentles  can  be  tried, 
and  don't  be  afraid  this  time  of  year  to  put  plenty 
on,  five  or  six  being  none  too  many  if  the  fish  ran 
large.  A  good  nubble  of  paste,  made  from  a  Town 
biscuit  and  a  packet  of  King's  Natural  Bait,  ie 
also  good  when  water  has  cleared  down  a  bit,  while 
breadcrust  cut  into  small  cubes  can  be  tried  if  th< 
water  is  running  pretty  strongly.    A  Nottinghan 
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rod  for  small  streams  can  be  employed,  while  four 
joints  of  a  roach  pole  is  ample  to  fish  nearly 
any  winter  roach  swim  on  the  Thames  and  Ouse 
from  the  bank.  Personally,  I  have  a  15ft.  white 
cane  roach  pole  that  is  ringed  and  winch-fitted, 
always  preferring  a  rmming  line  in  any  and  every 
water.  WTien  ground-baiting  a  November  roach 
swim,  it  is  difficult  to  get  a  supply  of  lobworms  to 
mince  up,  and  so  a  few  balls  of  bread  and  bran 
kneaded  up  very  stiff  can  with  advantage  be 
employed  when  fishing  -with  any  of  the  baits  just 
named,  and  the  best  plan  is  to  have  a  tiny  split 
shot  put  on  the  gut  about  a  couple  of  inches  from 
the  hook,  and  nip  a  bit  of  the  ground-bait  on  it 
about  the  size  of  a  walnut  ;  this  soon  shales  away 
when  sunk  to  the  bottom,  and  can  be  renewed  from 
time  to  time  as  required. 

I  remember  one  November  day  fishing  in  front 
of  a  lovely  bough  that  dipped  the  waters  of  the 
Great  Ouse.  A  fair  stream  was  running,  the  water 
was  slightly  clouded,  and  the  weather  perfect  A 
bit  of  groimd-bait  the  size  of  a  couple  of  oranges  had 
been  dropped  in  the  day  previous  ;  gentles  was  the 
lure  selected,  a  goodly  bimch  ;  8ft.  of  water,  and  a 
sandy  bottom  -within  6ft.  of  the  bank.  Many  times 
did  that  quill  float  dip  down  when  passing  a  certain 
well-defined  spot  alongside  that  bough,  and  many 
times  did  the  good  old  rod  make  music  as  the  lusty 
fish  fought  gamely  for  liberty  ;  but  that  161b., 
twenty-three  roach,  is  engraven  on  my  memory  as 
one  of  the  November  bags  that  can  never  be  "for- 
gotten. 


"GOOD  FRIENDS  TO  THE 
ANGLER." 

We  all  love  to  turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  price- 
list  which  displays  alluring  baits  innumerable,  often 
better  calculated  to  catch  the  angler  than  the  fish. 
Tempting,  indeed,  is  the  list  before  us  now,  dealing 
with  baits  for  anglers  themselves  and  not  for  fish 
at  all  (and  not  only  for  anglers,  but  men  of  sport 
the  world  over),  which,  speaking  from  past  experience, 
cause  no  vain  regrets  when  one  has  ventured  to 
take  them. 

^-  Many  of  our  readers  will  bear  us  out  in  this, 
having  tried  for  themselves  the  clothing  which  is 
the  bait  offered  in  the  list  referred  to.  The  angler 
of  all  men  needs  to  be  careful  what  he  wears,  not 
only  to  render  himself  as  nearly  invisible  as  possible 
to  the  fish,  but  more,  perhaps,  because  he  will  not 
permit  weather  to  interfere  wth  sport. 

In  the  book  before  us — "  Burberry-Proof-Kit  " — 
his  needs  are  studied  down  to  the  minutest  detail, 
and  so  far  as  clothing  is  concerned,  are  exhaustively 
set  forth  for  his  guidance  and  delectation.  Materials 
especially  manufactured  for  the  angler,  practical 
garments,  with  devices  of  the  utmost  importance 
for  his  well-being  and  comfort,  are  here  made  plain. 

This  book — for  it  is  rea'ly  much  more  than  a 
mere  price-list — is  the  sixteenth  edition,  revised 
and  brought  up  to  date,  and  while  so  many  editions 
speak  volumes,  we  must  congratulate  the  Bur- 
berrys  on  the  fact  that  the  book  surpasses  not  only 
the  previous  editions  which  we  have  reviewed,  but 
anything  of  the  kind  that  has  come  before  us,  both 
in  artistic  merit  and  the  innumerable  improve- 
ments in  designs  and  materials  in  weatherproof  kit 
for  men,  women,  and  children,  for  sport,  town,  or 
travel. 

As  there  are  323  pages,  and  almost  as  many  il  lus- 
trations by  that  admirable  artist,  George  E.  , 

all  dealing  with  dress,  descriptions  would  be  super- 
fluous and  choice  invidious.  The  book  may  be  had 
by  any  readers  writing  to  Burberrys,  33,  Hay- 
market,  London,  requesting  that  a  copy  be  sent, 
in  order  that  they  may  judge  for  themselves  what 
good  friends  to  the  angler  Burberry-proofs  really  are. 


"PICTURES  FROM  NATURE."* 

DuKiNO  the  last  few  years  Messrs.  R.  and  C. 
Kearton  have  given  a  great  impetus  to  Nature 
study  through  the  medium  of  their  series  of  books 
illustrated  by  photographs  of  birds  and  beasts  in 
their  natural  haunts.  If  possible,  each  work  seems 
more  attractive  than  the  last,  and  there  is  always 
some  fresh  and  novel  feature  to  plea.se  the  eye  and 
stimulate  the  imagination.    Even  to  the  uninitiated 

*  "  Pictures  from  Nature."  By  R.  and  C.  Kearton. 
Fully  illiistrated.    London :  Cassell  and  Co. 


in  "  Wild  Nature's  Ways  "  there  is  a  marvellous 
beauty  and  interest  in  Mr.  C.  Kearton's  pictures, 
but  to  appreciate  in  any  degree  the  enormous 
amount  of  patience,  courage,  and  resource  necessary 
before  success  in  this  line  of  photography  is  attained, 
is  only  possible  to  those  who  have  themselves  tried 
tp  approach  and  studj'^  birds  and  animals  at  home. 

The  Kearton  series  of  life  studies,  as  given  in 
their  many  previous  publications,  is  absolutely 
unique  in  number  and  variety.  It  comprises  some 
of  the  rarest  and  shyest  birds  known  in  our  islands, 
which  after  endless  pains  and  patience  have  been 
brought  within  a  few  feet  of  the  camera.  But  in 
the  work  before  us  we  have  something  on  a  far 
grander  scale.  It  contains  fifteen  photographs,  the 
pick  of  many  thousands  of  negatives,  enlarged  and 
reproduced  in  Rembrandt  photogravure.  Each 
picture  is  accompanied  by  an  interesting  account 
of  the  conditions  imder  which  it  was  obtained. 
We  have  here  such  familiar  objects  as  the  wood- 
pigeon  drinking,  the  kingfisher  waiting  for  a  dive 
after  some  hapless  minnow,  or  the  "  oxeye  "  tit- 
mouse keenly  on  the  alert  for  some  grub  or  insect 
crawling  out  of  the  rotten  stump  on  which  he  is 
perched.  Such  pictures  we  can  all  recognise  as 
true  to  the  very  life  from  our  own  observation  ;  but 
which  of  us  anglers  has  ever  had  the  good  fortune 


same  way.  Since  then  I  have  more  than  once 
resorted  to  a  similar  artifice  with  success. 

.'\nother  of  the  pictures  to  which  I  should  like 
to  draw  special  attention  is  that  of  a  young  cuckoo 
in  a  sedge  warbler's  nest.  Both  the  foster  parents 
are  shown  in  the  act  of  feeding  the  greedy  intruder, 
which  has  grown  too  large  for  the  tiny  nest.  One 
of  the  quaintest  sights  I  have  ever  seen  was  a 
young  cuckoo  in  a  willow  wren's  nest,  stretched  out 
of  all  shape  and  proportion  by  its  unwieldy  inmate, 
growing  fat  on  green  caterpillars,  which  were  being 
brought  at  the  rate  of  about  forty  per  minute. 

There  are  some  very  interesting  remarks  in  the 
preface  on  the  necessity  of  a  patient  and  motionless 
attitude  when  watching  birds  and  animals.  Many 
a  time  I  have  sat  watching  a  rare  bird  to  her  nest 
until  I  could  no  longer  bear  the  aching  of  my 
cramped  limbs.  I  remember  on  one  such  occasion 
a  field  mouse  running  over  my  son's  leg  while  we 
were  watching  a  wood  wren  which  refused  to  reveal 
her  treasure  because  we  happened  to  be  too  close 
to  it,  as  we  subsequently  found.  A  still  more 
remarkable  instance  of  the  effect  of  absolute  still- 
ness occurred  to  me  as  a  youngster  sitting  on  the 
bank  of  a  small  brook  worm-fishing  for  trout.  In 
my  hand  I  held  ray  rod  stretched  across  the  narrow 
stream  waiting  for  a  bite  from  the  fish  I  knew  to 


A  Rare  Bird  :  Buack-Turoated  DtvEr.  on  Nest. 
{See  "  Pictures  from  Kature,"  by  R.  and  C.  Keartou.) 


to  see  the  black-throated  diver  in  its  natural  sur- 
roundings ?  It  is  a  safe  venture  to  say  that  not 
one  reader  of  the  Fishing  GazeMe  has  ever  seen  this 
magnificent  bird  on  its  nest,  so  close  that  every 
gradation  of  its  splendid  plumage  is  visible,  while 
the  eye  shows  a  proud,  motherly  look,  without  a 
trace  of  fear. 

How  often  in  April  have  I  spiked  my  rod  that  I 
might  hunt  for  a  peewit's  nest  in  the  meadows  ! 
And,  when  the  nest  has  been  located,  even  with 
field-glasses  at  long  range,  I  have  never  had  th 
patience  to  watch  the  bird  back  to  her  eggs.  The 
device  by  which  ^\Ir.  Kearton  overcame  the  peewit's 
suspicion  reminds  me  of  a  similar  episode  in  my 
own  experience.  My  two  sons  and  I  were  bafHed  by 
a  pair  of  stonechats  :  we  knew  the  position  of  the 
nest  within  a  dozen  yards  or  so,  but  the  cock  bird 
always  contrived  to  give  notice  of  our  approach, 
and  his  mate  slipped  out  of  the  nest  and  was 
unobserved  until  she  appeared  by  his  side  on  the 
top  of  a  gorse  bush.  She  was  so  wary  that  all 
attempts  to  watch  her  back  were  fruitless,  until  I 
hit  upon  the  dodge  of  lying  down  in  the  bracken 
while  my  boys  walked  away.  She  was  completely 
taken  in,  and  very  shortly  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  her  fly  back  to  her  nest  of  five  eggs.  Less 
than  half  an  hour  afterwards  we  came  upon  a  second 
pair  of  stonechats  which  we  circumvented  in  the 


be  lying  under  an  alder  on  the  opposite  bank. 
Suddenly  my  attention  was  aroused  by  the  well- 
known  note  of  a  kingfisher  which  came  flying  round 
a  sudden  bend,  dipped  into  the  water,  and  settled 
on  my  rod  top.  I  hope  this  will  not  be  regarded 
as  an  angler's  yarn,  for  it  is  strictly  true.  And  I 
doubt  not  that  the  brothers  Kearton  can  relate 
many  a  stranger  incident  than  this. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  commend  their 
latest  work  to  your  readers,  for  though  few  of  us 
can  ever  hope  for  the  opportunities  they  have 
enjoyed,  ours  is  a  sport  which  more  than  any  other 
brings  us  close  to  Nature's  most  attractive  objects. 
No  angler  who  loves  the  sight  and  song  of  birds 
need  ever  fear  a  blank  day  in  the  uncertain  days 
of  spring — blank  it  may  be  as  regards  the  contents 
of  the  bag,  but  full  of  enjoyment  as  long  as  the  reed 
warbler  and  sedge  warbler,  the  yellow  wagtail  and 
tree  pipit,  the  peewit  and  the  snipe,  the  whinchat 
and  grasshopper  warbler,  and  a  score  of  other 
feathered  friends  are  all  around  us. 

H.  S.  Hall. 


Stuffi.vg  for  Fish. 
Pour  one-quirter  cup  of  melted  butter  on  to 
one  cup  of  crasker  crumhs,  add  <ine  qU'U  ter  tea- 
spoon of  salt,  a  few  dro  'S  of  onijn  juice,  and  a 
teaspoon  of  finely-chopped  parsley. 
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FLY  TYING  AT  THE  BRISTOL  AND 
CLIFTON  AETS  AND  CRAFTS 
SOCIETY'S  EXHIBITION. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  eighth  exhibition  of 
the  Bristol  and  Clifton  Arts  and  Crafts  Society  was, 
perhaps,  more  successful  than  any  previous  exhi- 
bition held  in  Bristol,  and  for  some  years  the  repute 
of  this  society's  exhibitions  has  stood  very  high 
indeed.  Many  of  our  readers  will  have  seen  that 
this  enterprising  society  included  this  year  for  the 
first  time  divisions  for  the  exhibits  for  fly-tying. 
They  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  services 
of  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  as  judge,  and,  although  the  entries 
were  not  large,  in  some  cases  the  tying  was  extremely 
good.  The  society  cares  only  for  excellence  of 
work,  and  considers  that  it  is  immaterial  whether 
the  flies  are  tied  by  amateurs  or  professionals,' but 
insists  on  the  tying  being  the  individual  work  of 
the  exhibitor.  Captain  Wemyss's  exhibits,  besides 
being  excellent  examples  of  fly-tying,  were  not  only 
beautifully  mounted  and  clearly  described,  but  in 
many  cases  the  materials  used  were  most  clearly 
shown.  Some  exhibitors  whose  flies  were  quite  well 
tied  scarcely  did  themselves  justice  in  the  way  of 
mounting.  Unfortunately,  the  flies  were  shown  on 
one  side  of  a  rather  narrow  gangway,  and  the  interest 
they  aroused  among  local  fishermen  caused  on  more 
than  one  occasion  a  block  in  that  gangway.  The 
committee,  however,  expect  far  more  entries  next 
year,  and  are  arranging  to  devote  more  space  to 
this  division. 


"HAFOD  GLYN,  AND  OTHER 
POEMS."  * 


Mr.  p.  S.  Pekkin  is  no  longer  a  young  man,  as 
may  be  judged  by  his  fine  portrait  which  adorns 
this  volume,  and  yet  apparently  this  is  the  first 
time  he  has  ventured  to  publish  a  volume  of  poems  : 
the  sere  and  yellow  leaf  has  come  upon  him  and 
"  found  him  verseless,"  so  he  says ;  that  however 
does  not  prove  that  there  was  not  a  poetic  vein 
born  in  him.  Hitherto,  he  may  have  "  Warbled  his 
native  wood  notes  wild  "  by  the  wayside,  but  now 
he  has  launched  his  little  bark,  and  really  he  need 
not  be  ashamed  of  his  venture,  for  there  is  a  pleasant 
ring  about  all  he  writes.  The  poem  which  supplies 
the  title  is  quite  in  the  heroic  style,  and  exhibits 
the  author's  high  appreciation  of  the  good  old 
times  of  chivalry  and  romance.  His  descriptions  of 
the  beautiful  scenery  of  South  Wales  are  vivid  and 
picturesque,  and  many  of  the  short  poems  show  a 
keen  sense  of  humour,  whilst  none  of  them  are 
wanting  in  good  sense  and  a  high  moral  tone.  A 
verse  or  two  from  the  little  song  in  defence  of  the 
much-abused  sparrow,  called  "  The  Sparrow's 
Appeal,"  may  serve  as  a  sample  of  quiet  humour  : 

"  Now,  Farmer  Hodg|e,  how  can  you  say, 
I've  rob'd  your  field  of  wheat  to-day, 
Come  cease  your  quibs  and  list,  I  pray. 

To  common-sense  and  reason  ; 
Our  tender  nestlings,  to  be  plain, 
Are  three  days  old :  what  should  I  gain 
To  stuff  their  maws  Mdth  hardened  grain  ? 
To  birdlife  'twould  be  treason. 

"  They  say  you  in  the  council  sit. 
To  make  bird  laws  ;  now  wait  a  bit, 
Why  leave  me  out,  and  screen  the  Tit, 

Whose  roguish  deeds  are  awful  ? 
He  nips  the  fruit  buds  off  your  trees. 
Creeps  through  the  net  and  steals  your  peas, 
I've  known  him  spoil  a  new-made  cheese — 

Are  these  offences  lawful  ?  " 

The  volume  is  nicely  printed  and  prettily  bound. 
A  hundred  years  ago  our  poet  would  have  been 
appreciated,  like  Bloomfield,  but  this  "  commercial 
age  "  into  which  he  has  dropped  is  bad  for  poets. 
Mr.  Perkins,  however,  is  not  only  a  poet  born,  he  is 
a  field  naturalist  also — one  who  "  goes  forth  under 
the  open  sky  and  lists  to  Nature's  teachings  "  ;  but 
more  than  all  this,  he  is  an  ardent  angler,  and  in 
this  capacity  has  contributed  many  an  interesting 
article  to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Only  last  week  he 
gave  us  a  racy  account  of  his  adventures  when 
transporting  trout  across  the  Bristol  Channel 
among  all  sorts  of  dangers.  E.  M. 


•  By  F.  8.  Parkin.  Crovm  8vo,,  pp.  106,  cloth. 
Simpkin,  Marshall  and  Co.,  Ltd. 


BOAT  AND  CARRIAGE  IN  ONE. 

Illustrated  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Manufac- 
ture Francaise  d'Armes  et  Cycles,  St.  Etienne, 
France,  is  a  boat  on  wheels  drawn  by  a  horse,  with 
seating  capacity  for  a  driver  and  two  passengers. 
Component  parts  are  likewise  shown.  The  boat  is 
flat-bottomed,  of  some  strong,  light  wood  ;  the 
pair  of  shafts  are  easily  attached  or  removed,  as 
are  also  the  wide-tyred  wheels.  The  appearance  of 
the  "  rig  "  betokens  convenience  and  comfort  for 
the  occupants,  whether  in  navigating  land  or  water, 
and  quite  in  consonance  with  the  French  idea  of 
sport  without  effort.  The  idea  is  a  novel  one  to 
American  .sportsmen,  and  possesses  valuable  features. 
Providing  there  is  sufficient  strength  to  negotiate 
rough  roads,  the  vehicle  would  be  very  handy  for 
fishing  or  ducking  trips  wherever  there  are  path- 
ways that  a  horse  can  travel,  or  across  prairies  and 
through  open  woods.  A  careful  driver  can  usually 
find  a  practicable  route  almost  anywhere,  especially 
if  there  is  an  axeman  along  to  chop  occasional 


saplings  and  bushes.  Wheels  and  shafts  designed 
for  use  on  the  centuries-old  roadways  of  France  are 
hardly  suited  for  cross-country  work  as  American 
sportsmen  find  it,  but  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
building  to  requirements. — The  Sporting  Goods 
Dealer. 


FISHING  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

One  hot,  bright  morning  in  September  I  said  to 
my  brother,  "  Shall  we  try  the  Painted  Rock  stretch 
to-day  ?  "  He  replied  he  did  not  mind  accom- 
panying me  on  the  imderstanding  that  I  did  all 
the  work  ;  he  even  went  so  far  as  to  say  he  would 
carry  the  gaff,  and  further  promised  to  operate 
with  it  on  any  t  out  I  might  hook,  but  no  fishing 
for  him  in  such  weather.  He  intended  to  lie  in  the 
shade,  smoke  his  pipe,  and  read  his  letters  and  the 
newspapers  which  that  morning  had  arrived  from 
home.  Everything  now  being  arranged  to  our 
mutual  satisfaction,  we  saddled  up,  and  after  a 
ride  of  six  or  seven  miles  along  the  old  Cariboo 
road,  built  many  years  ago  by  the  Royal  Engineers, 
we  arrived  at  our  destination.  Here  the  river,  con- 
fined between  huge  rocky  cliffs,  makes  a  sharp  turn 
almost  at  right  angles.  On  the  opposite  side  the 
current  runs  at  a  tremendous  pace  over  a  rocky 
bottom,  huge  waves  tumbling  one  over  the  other, 
all  white  with  foam  and  spray.  On  our  side  the 
stream  was  much  quieter,  but  with  far  too  many 
rocks  and  boulders  showing  their  ugly  heads  above 
the  surface.  Although  the  day  was  very  hot  and 
bright,  we  found  the  water  nicely  coloured,  so 
I  mounted  a  Sin.  all -silver  Inskip  Devon  on  a  fine 
twisted  wire  trace,  which  latter  I  prefer  to  gut 
when  fishing  places  similar  to  above,  one  hundred 
yards  light  rurming  line  and  a  fairly  powerful  12ft. 
spinning  rod  completed  my  outfit. 

I  started  fishing  at  the  top  of  the  stretch,  working 
my  way  towards  home,  and  had  made  but  a  few 
casts  before  a  good  fish  took  close  under  the  bank, 
when,  on  striking,  he  ran  out  some  forty  to  fifty 
yards  of  line  like  a  flash,  and  although  I  put  on  all 
the  strain  I  dare,  I  could  not  prevent  him  getting 
well  into  the  boiling  torrent  and  in  dangerous 
proximity  to  some  ugly  rocks,  where  for  a  time  he 
had  things  pretty  much  his  own  way,  occasionally 
making  a  magnificent  leap  high  out  of  the  water. 
Suddenly  he  started  at  a  terrific  pace  down  stream, 
the  great  volume  of  water  helping  him  tremendously. 


I  followed  as  best  I  could,  lifting  the  line  over 
various  pieces  of  rock,  but  he  still  kept  going,  and 
it  seemed  as  if  he  would  never  stop  ;  but  at  last, 
after  another  fine  leap,  he  turned  and  commenced 
working  upstream  in  the  quieter  water.  This 
enabled  me  to  recover  a  lot  of  line  and  get  on 
really  good  terms  with  him,  and  after  a  bit  I 
managed  to  coax  him  under  the  bank.  But  he 
was  not  done  yet,  as  on  catching  sight  of  us,  he 
was  off  once  more,  and  again  nearly  got  into  the 
broken  water  ;  but  it  was  his  last  really  dangeroas 
rush,  and  as  he  tired  after  some  ten  minutes'  desperate 
fighting  (and  how  these  fish  do  fight !),  I  drew  him 
gently  towards  my  brother,  who  deftly  slipped  the 
gaff  into  him  and  drew  him  ashore.  A  grand  trout, 
in  perfect  condition,  with  a  vivid  red  stripe  running 
doAvn  each  side  from  cheek  to  tail.  After  weighing 
our  fish,  which  the  steelyards  showed  to  be  a  little 
over  11  lb.,  I  started  casting  again,  but,  considering 
the  performance  which  had  just  taken  place, 
without  much  expectation  of  catching  another  fish 
in  precisely  the  same  spot.  However,  rather  to  my 
surprise,  I  found  at  the  second  cast  I 
was  into  another  good  fish,  which 
also  put  up  a  tremendous  fight  before 
submitting  to  the  gaff.  It  proved 
to  be  a  hen  fish  of  almost  exactly  the 
same  size  as  the  former,  and  was 
also  in  superb  condition.  The  two 
together  weighed  a  trifle  over  23lb. 
As  these  fish  have  rather  big,  very 
sharp  teeth,  and  lots  of  them,  I 
thought  it  advisable  before  starting 
-  '  again  to  examine  the  bindings  of  the 
hooks,  and  on  doing  so  found  some 
so  badly  frayed  that  I  thought  it 
better  to  put  on  a' fresh  mount. 

Down  the  remainder  of  this  stretch 
I  caught  nothing  beyond  a  few  little 
trout  about  l|^lb.  each,  which  I 
returned.  On  coming  to  a  smaller 
eddy  lower  down,  I  took  three  fish 
s.'   ■  — 41b.,  4|lb.,  and  7lb.  respectively. 

We  then  started  for  home,  but 
on  passing  a  favourite  spot  about  a  mile  from 
Spence's  Bridge,  I  was  tempted  to  give  it  a  trial, 
and  was  rewarded  by  taking  five  more  nice  trout 
from  2^lb.  to  5lb.,  and  some  smaller  ones,  which 
were  also  returned. 

The  fish  taken  were  all  of  one  species,  called  here 
"  Dolly  Varden."  Total  weight  of  bag  for  six  hours' 
actual  fishing,  exclusive  of  those  returned,  was  a 
trifle  over  half  a  hundredweight. 

Anyone  fishing  in  this  country  can  generally 
obtain  first-class  sport  from,  say.  May  to  November 
in  many  of  the  different  lakes  and  rivers,  some  of 
which  are  literally  alive  -with  trout  and  other  fish — 
namely,  mamit  and  squaw  fish,  which  take  a  fly, 
and  suckers  and  ling,  which  do  not ;  but  I  have 
caught  both  suckers  and  squaw  fish  witU  a  Devon, 
and  I  once  caught  a  sucker  with  a  sunken  fly.  The 
mamit  take  a  midge  very  well  sometimes.  The 
above,  together  with  one  or  two  other  very  small 
species,  are  the  most  common,  and  almost  the  only 
fish,  except  salmon,  found  in  the  southern  part  of 
British  Columbia.  There  are  very  few  different 
kinds  of  flies  indigenous  to  this  country,  and  the 
following  list  comprises  most  of  the  common 
varieties.  A  small  May  Fly,  about  half  the  size  of 
those  foimd  in  the  Old  Country,  brown  in  colour 
and  few  in  number  ;  a  very  large  Sedge  Fly,  caddis- 
worm  flies,  a  few  Midges,  Grannoms,  and  Black 
Gnats.  The  rivers  almost  without  exception,  even 
the  largest,  are  mountain  torrents,  swept  clean  of 
everything.  The  lakes  are  all  very  deep  and  contain 
no  patches  of  weeds,  etc.,  suitable  for  the  larvae  of 
different  flies,  and  this  no  doubt  is  the  reason  why 
so  few  varieties  are  to  be  met  with. 

As  a  rule,  only  a  few  lakes  and  rivers  adjacent  to 
the  CP.  Railway  are  ever  visited  by  anglers.  I 
have,  during  a  residence  of  twelve  years  in  British 
Columbia,  made  a  number  of  expeditions  throughout 
the  Province,  ranging  from  the  U.S.A.  boundary  to 
the  far  north,  and  on  such  occasions  I  have  come 
upon  many  lakes  and  rivers  swarming  with  trout, 
virgin  waters,  some  of  which  had  very  probably 
never  been  previously  seen  by  a  '^vhite  man,  let 
alone  fished  in.  H.  V.  Inski  . 

Spence's  Bridge,  British  Columbia. 


One  of  the  most  enjoyable  angling  functions  in 
the  whole  year  is  the  "  House  Dinner"  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society.  The  venue  is  their  headquarters, 
the  Holborn  Restaurant,  and  the  date  Monday, 
November  27,  at  7  for  7.30  p.m. 


November  25,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


A  FISHING  HOLIDAY  IN  SCILLY. 

If  anyone  is  fond  of  sea-fishing,  the  most  beautiful 
air  and  good  plain  living  at  a  reasonable  cost,  I 
commend  to  their  notice  the  Isles  of  Scilly.  In 
the  early  months  of  the  year  they  have  the  further 
attraction  of  luxuriant  flower  growths,  but  my  wish 
is  to  introduce  the  islands  more  particularly  to 
the  thousands  of  us  who  can  onlj'  spare  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks  away  from  the  towns,  and  wish  to 
go  sailing  or  fishing  with  a  certainty  of  good  sport. 
This  is  obtained  best  Ln  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember: and  I  chose  September.  I  tried  here  in 
busy  London  to  learn  something  about  the  fishing 
before  starting,  but  the  information  I  obtained  was 
scanty,  and  I  wish,  therefore,  to  give  my  brother 
anglers  a  few  details,  if  they  think  the  islands 
worth  a  visit. 

First,  you  must  be  An  excellent  sailor,  for  the 
best  fish  are  foimd  roimd  sunken  rocks  and  ledges, 
and  there  is  always  plenty  of  motion  on  the  water. 
If  the  boat  is  anchored  for  bottom-fishing,  it  is 
trying  even  for  hardened  sailors. 

The  islands  are  reached  by  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  or  by  steamers  from  London  to  Penzance  ; 
thence  by  the  vessels  of  the  West  Cornwall  Steam- 
ship Company  to  St.  Mary's,  the  principal  island. 

I  went  by  the  railway,  and  a  splendid  dining- 
car  train  is  ran  by  the  Great  Western.  It  leaves 
Paddington  at  ten  minutes  past  ten  in  the  morning, 
and  reaches  Penzance  in  seven  hours.  As  the  boats 
for  the  Scilly  Isles  start  in  the  forenoon,  it  is  neces- 
sary, travelling  by  day,  to  sleep  one  night  in 
Penzance,  but  plenty  of  good  and  reasonable  hotels 
can  be  found.  This  expense  can  be  avoided  by 
travelling  through  the  night,  and  the  9.50  train 
from  Paddington  can  be  relied  upon  to  give  time  to 
breakfast  comfortably  before  going  on  board. 

The  fares  to  St.  Mary's  are  47s.  6d.  by  tourist 
ticket  and  32s.  by  the  excursion  which  leaves 
London  at  10.10  p.m.  each  Friday  in  the  season. 

The  distance  from  the  mainland  to  the  islands  is 
about  forty-three  miles.  The  passage  varies  from 
three  to  four  hours,  and  is  a  delightful  trip,  the 
coast  line  from  Penzance  to  Land's  End  being  very 
fine.  Halfway  across  a  good  view  is  obtained  of  the 
lonely  Wolf  Rock  Lighthouse,  where  in  bad  weather 
I  was  told  that  the  men  spend  sometimes  eight  or 
nine  weeks  before  relief  can  reach  them.  So  don't 
forget,  when  you  have  magazines  or  books  to  spare, 
that  they  are  a  blessing  to  those  lonely  guardians 
of  our  sailors. 

The  approach  to  the  islands  is  picturesque,  and 
some  good  rock  scenery  is  noticed.  There  is  nothing 
particTolarly  impressive  about  it,  and  the  thing  that 
strikes  one  most  is  the  magnificent  air  and  the 
beautiful  clear  water. 

The  boat  lands  its  passengers  at  Hugh  Town 
Quay,  in  St.  Mary's  ;  then  the  question  of  hotels  or 
rooms  can  be  thought  of.  The  two  principal  hotels 
are  "  Tregarthen's  "  and  "  Holgate's."  The  terms 
vary  at  these  houses  according  to  the  season  and  the 
room  chosen,  but  about  £3  3s.  a  week  en  'pension 
is  a  fair  average  to  take.  If  an  hotel  is  chosen  it 
might  be  well  to  engage  a  room  beforehand  ;  but, 
if  apartments  or  a  boarding-house  be  preferred,  I 
think  it  would  be  safe  to  leave  the  choice  until 
arrival.  Do  not  worry  about  your  luggage  ;  simply 
give  it  to  the  town  porter  and  have  a  look  round, 
for  the  town  is  quite  small,  and  a  lodging  hunt  is  not 
tiring,  and  one  has  the  advantage  of  being  able  to 
choose  a  good  situation. 

I  paid  23s.  a  week  for  two  rooms  facing  the  sea, 
with  cooking  and  attendance  for  two  people,  and 
there  was  not  much  to  gramble  at.  It  was  not  a 
Ritz  or  Carlton  style  of  cooking,  but  it  was  plain 
and  clean. 

Let  me  say  here  that  the  islands  are  dependent 
to  some  extent  for  the  import  of  supplies  from 
Penzance.  There  is  a  branch  shop  of  a  good 
Penzance  firm  which  has  been  recently  opened  in 
St.  Mary's,  and  anything  can  be  ordered  there. 
My  advice  would  be,  go  to  this  shop,  as  they  are 
anxious  to  do  business  and  obliging.  Otherwise 
you  may  find  difficulty  in  obtaining  meat  or  poultry 
when  wanted — and  it  was  not  too  good  or  too  tender 
when  we  did  get  it. 

Another  little  hint :  Ask  your  landlady  to  ses 
that  you  always  have  plenty  of  cream  on  the  table, 
for  this,  with  stewed  fruit,  gives  a  dish  to  charm  an 
epicure,  and  it  only  costs  Is.  4d.  a  pound. 

There  is  nothing  to  do  except  to  enjoy  the  air, 
sail,  bathe,  fish,  or  roam  about  the  rocks  all  day 
from  sunrise  to  sun.set.  No  niggers,  very  little 
traffic,  no  smoke  and  no  noises  to  jar  the  nerves. 


Sometimes  a  little  music  from  a  trio  of  strolling 
plavers,  and  an  occasional  concert  or  dance  in  the 
Town  Hall. 

Even  if  you  are  not  a  fisher  of  fishes,  there  are 
the  islands  to  see  ;  the  beautiful  Tresco,  the  home 
of  the  lord  proprietor,  who  courteously  invites  all 
to  visit  the  wonderful  gardens  of  the  Abbey,  where 
lovely  flowers,  tropical  palms,  and  rare  horticulture 
delight  and  charm.  Then,  there  is  the  change 
from  the  bustle  of  town  life  to  the  peaceful  country, 
where  fashions  do  not  trouble,  and  all  seem  welcome. 

But  my  business  is  with  the  sea  and  the  fish. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  fishing  for  the  amateur. 
First,  from  the  rocks,  which  I  found  a  failure. 
Second,  spinning  from  a  boat.  Third,  bottom 
fishing  from  an  anchored  boat. 

I  will  deal  with  the  boat-fishing  first.  One  must 
place  oneself  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  many 
fishermen  ;  for,  even  if  a  boat  could  be  hired 
without  a  man,  it  would  be  madness  to  attempt 
it,  as  the  sailing  is  dangerous  without  a  skilled 
pilot,  on  account  of  the  many  rocks  and  ledges. 
With  one  of  these  men,  no  fear  need  be  felt,  as 
they  are  able  seamen,  and,  I  believe,  claim  that  a 
visitor's  life  has  never  yet  been  lost  by  them.  The 
terms  vary  from  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  6d.  a  day,  according 
to  the  demand.  It  is  expected  that  a  plain  lunch 
be  provided,  with  a  bottle  of  beer  in  addition,  and 
perhaps  a  nip  or  two  from  a  flask  during  the  day. 
Term?  can  be  made  if  you  engage  a  man  by  the 
week,  and,  of  course,  whether  by  day  or  week,  the 
services  of  the  man  and  boat  are  yours  for  as  many 
hours  a  day  as  required.  Be  careful — very  careful 
— that  a  part  of  your  bargain  is  that,  when  you 
wish  for  them,  you  can  rely  upon  the  man  getting 
rag-worms  for  bottom  fishing.  They  are  trouble- 
some to  get,  I  know,  and,  while  the  man  may  be 
only  too  pleased  to  take  you  for  a  pollack  or 
mackerel  spin,  the  worm  business  is  not  rushed  at, 
so  far  as  I  saw.    The  same  with  crab  bait. 

As  to  tackle.  Take  a  strong  sea  rod,  8ft.  to  10ft. 
long.  This  can  be  used  from  the  rocks,  or  from  the 
boat,  if  you  care  about  it.  Also  take  a  landing-net, 
which  is  useful  if  you  hook  a  heavy  soft-mouthed 
fish,  like  a  sea-bream.  A  gaff  for  big  pollack  is 
carried  by  the  fisherman,  and  remember  to  see  he 
carries  one. 

The  line  must  be  good  and  showno  signs  of  kinking, 
or  woe-betide  your  tackle.  I  used  a  thick,  plaited, 
tanned  hemp  line,  for  which  I  paid  5s.  a  hundred 
yardS;  and  a  good  friend  I  found  it,  either  for  the  reel 
or  hand.  The  hooks  should  be  varied  in  size,  mounted 
on  strong  twisted  gut,  and  add  a  half  dozen  3ft. 
twisted  gut  traces,  as  well  as  a  coupla  of  sea  pater- 
nosters. Take  whiffing  leads  from  8oz.  to  1  lb., 
and  bottom  leads,  all  adjustable  for  preference,  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  wind  and  tide,  also  some 
large  floats.  The  most  important  things  are  spin- 
ning baits  for  pollack  and  mackerel.  These  are 
quite  a  matter  of  fancy,  and  a  selection  can  be 
best  made  from  the  catalogue  of  any  good  firm. 
Let  them  include  bright  spinners  and  red,  grey  and 
white  sand-eels  with  good  tails.  A  small  tin  of 
metal  polish  is  very  useful  to  keep  spinners  bright ; 
also  take  a  reel  of  good  wire.  It  makes  traces  at  a 
push.  ~l 

Round  the  islands  the  fish  caught  will  not  exceed 
201b.  in  weight,  as  a  rule  ;  they  are  much  more 
likely  to  be  from  1  lb.  to  about  151b.,  generally  con- 
sisting of  pollack  and  mackerel  when  spinning  ; 
plaice,  lemon  soles,  gurnet,  or  "  dogs "  when 
anchored.  From  the  rocks  principally  wrasse,  a 
handsome  but  useless  fish,  is  taken,  and  som3times 
small  pollack. 

I  will  now  deal  with  spinning  from  a  boat.  I 
made  up  my  line  by  attaching  a  spinner  to  the 
end  of  a  gut  trace,  then,  about  15ft.  to  18ft.  from 
the  end,  I  put  the  whiffing  lead,  the  weight  depend- 
ing upon  the  speed  of  the  boat. 

So  soon  as  the  boat  is  well  under  way,  drop  the 
bait  and  lead  over  the  side,  and  allow  about  100ft. 
of  line  to  trail.  If  your  experience  is  like  mine, 
you  will  soon  feel  the  tug  ;  then  the  necessary  thing 
is  fi  rapid  recovery  of  the  line.  I  never  found 
reeling  quick  enough,  so  I  adopted  the  local  method 
of  hauling  in  hand  over  hand,  and  this  is  where  a 
good  non-kinking  line  is  essential.  Directly  a 
mackerel  is  caught,  kill  it  and  cut  a  strip  of  the 
silver  skin  about  2in.  long,  ending  at  the  tail. 
Hook  this  on  to  the  spinner,  as  it  adds  materially 
to  its  effectiveness.  Sometimes  I  hooked  to  the 
spinner  an  ordinary  fairly  thick  red  or  white  india- 
rubber  band,  just  divided,  and  found  it  an  excellent 
imitation  of  a  worm,  and  very  killing.  Beyond  this 
and  a  change  from  the  spinner  to  sand-eels,  I  do 


not  think  there  is  any  more  in  catching  mackerel 
or  pollack. 

Some  anglers  prefer  to  use  three  or  four  sinking 
leads,  about  6ft.  apart,  and  mackerel  flies  ;  but 
this  is  quite  a  matter  of  fancy.  I  found  the  one 
lead  quite  satisfactory. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  bottom  fishing.  The  fish 
to  be  caught  arc  soles,  plaice,  gurnet,  the  eternal 
"dog,"  and,  perhaps,  skate  and  conger.  The  boat- 
man will  choose  the  spot.  For  bream  and  conger 
he  will  go  to  the  rocks  ;  for  the  others  to  sandbanks, 
the  principal  one  of  which  is  Crow  Sound.  I  have 
said  there  is  always  more  or  less  of  a  pwell  on  the 
water,  so  that,  in  angling  for  flatfish,  the  difficulty 
is  to  keep  the  bait  steady  on  the  ground.  For  the 
bream  I  used  a  straight-pull  paternoster  with  the 
lead  on  the  end,  and  usually  fished  with  rather  a 
slack  line,  not  too  much  so,  or  good  striking  is  out 
of  the  question.  For  the  flat  gentry  and  gurnet, 
I  used  a  3ft.  tw  isted  gut  trace  and  three  hooks, 
putting  the  lead  at  the  junction  of  the  trace  with 
the  line,  two  hooks  on  the  trace,  and  the  other 
about  6in.  up  the  line.  The  hooks  must  be  rather 
small  than  large,  for  the  finer  you  fish  the  better 
chance  you  have,  and  I  noticed  that  my  man  was 
almost  prodigal  vidth  the  bait. 

Many  anglers  like  using  ground  -  bait,  and  I 
favour  it.  All  that  is  needed  is  a  tightly-meshed 
basket  filled  with  pilchard  entrails,  which  can  be 
easily  obtained,  sunk  as  near  the  boat  as  possible 
ivithout  interfering  with  the  lines.  The  pilchard  is 
an  oily  fish,  and  the  pungency  of  the  entrails  is 
attractive.  Let  the  basket  be  heavily  weighted, 
and  so  sunk  that  the  flow  of  the  tide  will  carry  the 
smell  towards  the  lines. 

I  have  said  I  found  fishing  from  the  rocks  a 
failure,  perhaps  because  I  could  not  find  the  proper 
spots  ;  but  I  had  the  consolation  of  knowing  that 
others  were  as  unlucky.  The  reputed  places  in 
St.  Mary's  are  Penennis  Head  and  Deep  Point, 
but  beyond  a  few  wrasse  and  pollack  the  only 
things  I  hooked  were  rocks  and  seaweed.  I  used  a 
rod,  gut  trace  with  a  couple  of  hooks,  a  small  lead, 
and  a  large  float,  casting  the  line  from  the  reel, 
and  doing  mv  best  to  let  the  bottom  hook  just  lay 
upon  the  sunken  rocks  or  weed.  For  bait,  worms, 
fresh  pilchard,  limpets  and  winkles  ;  mussels  I 
could  not  get.  Again,  to  enjoy  this  fishing,  the 
water  must  be  smooth. 

Just  one  more  hint.  When  the  tide  is  flowing, 
go  to  the  end  of  the  pier  at  St.  Mary's,  where  the 
steamsr  moors,  and  try  a  cast  or  two  with  a  couple 
of  worm- baited  hooks,  with  not  too  much  weight  on. 
I  saw  some  very  fair  plaice  taken  there,  often  a 
dozen  or  more.  These  are  caught  on  sand  patches, 
which  can  be  distinguished  through  the  clear  water. 

^^^len  the  barometer  is  nailed  up  high  and  tides 
are  slack,  ask  your  boatman  to  arrange  for  a  spin 
to  the  Powl  Bank,  which  is  about  four  miles  to  the 
south-west  of  the  islands.  I  almost  hesitate  to  say 
how  large  the  fish  run  there  :  skate,  ling,  turbot, 
halibut  and  congers  grow  to  giant  size.  These 
need  specially  strong  tackle,  and,  unless  one  is 
possessed  of  it,  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth  buying. 
During  my  stay,  the  weather  was  never  "  quite  pro- 
pitious " — to  use  my  boatman's  words.  And  he  told 
me  that,  if  we  had  been  able  to  go,  he  could  have 
fitted  me  up.  It  might  perhaps  be  as  w?ll  to  put 
a  dozen  good  large  unmoimted  eyed  hooks  in  your 
bag  in  case  of  accidents,  and  100yd.  of  very  tliick 
water  cord. 

As  to  clothes.  Don't  take  many,  for  they  will 
not  be  wanted.  Flannels,  warm  underclothing,  a 
sweater,  a  good  mackintosh,  and,  if  you  have  them, 
a  pair  of  goloshes,  will  keep  you  dry  and  comfort  ble, 
but  promenading  clothes  are  not  required.  Do  not 
try  walking  about  the  rocks  in  leather,  but  wear 
stout  india-rubber  shoes  ;  they  are  safer,  and  decent 
boots  vi  ould  be  cut  to  ribbons  very  soon. 

If  the  fishing  palls,  take  a  trip  out  to  the  lobster 
and  crab  traps.  There  is  plenty  of  fun  in  it,  and 
the  m3n  are  willing  to  take  one  for  a  small  con- 
sideration. 

I  need  hardly  remind  anglers  to  carefully  wash 
their  lines  in  fresh  water  and  dry  them.  Let  the 
drying  be  done  each  evening,  and  the  washing  two 
or  three  times  a  week,  as  the  salt  water  will 'rot 
the  lines  and  render  them  liable  to  snap  with  a 
big  fish  on. 

Given  fair  weather,  and  contentment  with  the 
quietude  the  Scillys  offer,  he  must  be  hard  to 
please  who  does  not  return  to  the  toil  of  the  town 
better  in  mind  and  body  for  a  trip  to  the  charming 
.  group  of  islands,  so  little  known  to  Londoners. 

I  COOKNBT. 
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REVISED  COPYBIQHT  PUBLICATION,  ILLUSTRATED. 

"  The  Sea  -  Fisherman,"  the  sea  -  fisherman's 
classic,  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilcocks,  being  out 
of  print,  1  am  confident  that  sea-anglers  will  thank 
me  for  liaving  purchased  from  his  son,  Mr.  James 
Carroll  Wilcocks,  the  illustrations  and  the  text  of 
the  famous  book,  which  was  revised  by  the  author 
just  before  his  death,  to  run  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Mr.  Wilcocks'  son,  who  has  for  forty 
years  been  a  keen  sea-angler,  has  also  revised  the 
work.  For  many  years  Mr.  Wilcooks's  book  was 
almost  the  only  work  on  amateur  sea-fishing,  and 
although  it  was  an  expensive  work,  it  went  through 
several  editions,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  every  subsequent  writer  on  the  subject  has 
been  indebted,  and  largely  indebted,  to  this  work, 
though  not  always  acknowledging  the  source  of 
their  indebtedness. 

As  many  practical  sea-anglers  will  doubtless 
read  this  work  as  it  appears  in  our  pages,  may  I 
ask  them  to  be  good  enough  to  correct  any  errors 
that  may  possibly  have  been  overlooked,  and  also 
send  me  notes  of  any  real  improvements  of  tackle, 


The  late  Mb.  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 

etc.,  which  have  been  made  since  the  death  of 
Mr.  Wilcocks.  It  seems  but  a  year  or  two  ago 
since  I  published  his  portrait  and  some  account  of 
his  career,  and  yet  I  see  it  was  in  the  Oct.  14  issue 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  1899 — eheu  fug  aces  ! 

R.  B.  Mabston. 

Preface  to  the  First  Edition,  1865. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that,  although  more 
than  600  works  on  angling  have  issued  from  the 
press,  three  only  laying  claim  (as  far  as  the  author 
has  as-certained)  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of 
practical  ompendia  or  epitomes  of  sea-fishing 
have  come  beiore  the  public.  The  author  has 
occasionally  met  with  amateurs  possessing  much 
local  information  regarding  both  fishing  and  fishing 
grounds  who  have  felt  at  a  loss  to  exerci-e  their 
kfiowledge  elsewhere.  He  has  therefore  made  it 
the  object  of  this  woik  to  afford  g-sneral  information 
of  the  habits  of  sea-fish,  as  well  as  correct  details 
of  the  gear  or  tackle,  which  have  been  illustrated 
by  a  friend,  Mr.  G.  Le  Masurier,  of  Guernsey,  in 
a  manner  calculated  to  convey  to  the  amateur  a 
faithful  repre-entution. 

The  experience  of  the  author  has  now  reached  to 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  but  in  justi.  e  he 
must  acknowledge  he  has  received  much  practical 
information  when  actually  afloat  on  the  fishing- 
grounds  of  both  England  and  Guernsey  in  company 


*  Fifth  e'Htion,  much  enlarged  and  almost  en 
tirely  re- writ  ten  with  additional  augmentations. 
All  rights  reserved 


of  professional  fishermen,  among  whom  he  would 
particularly  mention  Joseph  Gibbs,  of  Budleigh 
Salterton,  Dpvon,  and  Peter  le  Noury,  The  Salerie, 
Guernsey.  As  the  greater  portion  of  sea-fishing 
is  carried  on  afloat,  some  remarks  on  "  Boats  and 
Boating,"  with  illustrations  of  a  few  useful  rigs, 
have  been  included  in  the  work ;  these  the  author 
thought  necessary,  and  he  trusts  they  may  be  found 
acceptable. 

This  work  has  been  written  for  all  amateurs  of 
marine  aquatics,  from  the  yachtsman  to  the  owner 
of  the  twelve-foot  punt ;  it  is  also  intended  to  serve 
as  a  guide  to  the  manufacturers  of  fishing  tackle, 
that  they  may  be  enabled  to  supply  their  customers 
with  gear  really  adapted  to  sea  work,  as  well  as  to 
afford  practical  information  to  all  concerned. 
Guernsey,  March,  1865.  J.  C.  W. 

THE  SEA-FISHERMAN: 
Comprising  the  chief  methods  of  hook  and  line 
fishing  in  the  British  and  other  seas,  arms  of  the 
sea  and  harbours,  including  the  use  of  the  angling 
rod  in  salt  water  from  piers  and  quays,  and  from 
boats  or  yachts  at  anchor  or  in  motion,  rod  fishing, 
and  leger  fishing  by  throw-out  lines,  from  the  rocks 
or  other  convenient  standpoints,  trot  or  long-line 
fishing,  with  and  without  a  boat,  with  descriptions 
and  illustrations  of  nets,  boats,  and  boating. 
By  J.  C.  Wilcocks 
(late  of  Guernsey,  Teignmouth,  and  Plymouth), 
Winner  of  the  prize  of  one  hundred  pounds,  with 
diploma  of  honour,  at  the  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition  of  1883  for  the  best  essay  on  Improved 
Fishery  Harbour  Accommodation  for  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  author  of  seven  other  pri^e  essays 
on  fishery  subjects  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibitions  at 
Norwii;h,  1881,  Edinburgh,  1882,  and  Scarborough. 

Profusely  illustrated  with  wood-cuts  of  leads, 
baited  hooks,  knots,  boats,  etc. 

"I  cast  my  line  in  Largo  Bay, 
And  hauled  up  fishes  nine ; 
They're  three  to  boil,  and  three  to  fry. 
And  three  to  bait  the  line. 

"The  boatie  rows,"  etc.  (Auld  Song.) 
Introduction. 
Amongst  all  the  useful  arts,  there  is  probably 
not  one  of  which  the  knowledge  has  been  so  much 
confined  to  those  who  make  it  their  vocation  as 
Sea-Fishing.  Any  detailed  accurate  accounts  of 
the  modes  of  capture  of  our  best  known  fish — 
such  modes  of  capture  as  the  amateur  would  wish 
to  avail  himself  of — were  formerly  unknown,  the 
difficulty  of  accumulating  facts  having  always 
rendered  the  progress  of  information  slow.  The 
requisite  practical  knowledge  cannot  be  acquired 
by  a  short  visit  to  the  seaside  and  an  occasional 
day's  fishing ;  neither  must  it  be  thought  that  the 
methods  of  one  particular  locality  wiU  suffice  for 
all  others :  on  the  contrary,  it  is  only  by  a  long 
residence  at  different  points  of  the  coast,  combined 
with  the  practice  of  sea-fishing  as  a  pursuit,  that 
the  required  information  can  be  collected  regarding 
the  various  methods  called  into  action  by  the 
varying  circumstances  of  different  localities. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  greater  facilities 
of  transit  afforded  us  by  the  extension  of  the 
railway  system — inasmuch  as  they  have  vastly 
increased,  and  in  many  cases  created  a  great 
passenger  traffic  to  the  coast — have  been  the 
means  of  causing  a  demand  for  information  on  the 
subject  to  which  this  work  is  devoted.  Seaside 
visitors  must  find  some  occupation  pour  passer  le 
temps :  the  monotony  of  the  marine  parade 
becomes  wearisome,  notwithstanding  the  attempts 
at  its  alleviation  by  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  last 
new  novel  from  the  library — but  they  cannot  read 
all  day ;  walking  in  the  heat  is  not  agreeable ; 
everyone  is  not  interested  in  the  study  of  marine 
zoology,  fashionable  as  it  has  become  of  late  years, 
and  deservedly  so,  although  the  furore  has  now 
somewhat  abated ;  the  common  objects  of  the 
sea-shore  fail  to  afford  amusement ;  they  have  had 
a  complete  surfeit  of  German  bands;  mind  and 
body  are  alike  satiated  with  that  fashionable  and 
intellectual  amusement  so  perseveringly  followed 
by  beach  haimters  of  all  ages,  to  wit,  pelting 
Father  Neptune  with  the  pebbly  shingle  where 
there  is  any  to  the  fore;  even  the  row  or  the  sail 
require  some  additional  zest.  What,  then,  is  there 
at  hand  to  supply  the  desideratum?  Nothing — 
positively  nothing  but  sea-fishing,  which  in  its 
various  phases,  adoat  or  from  the  shore,  affords  a 
field  of  observation  and  occupation  of  which  the 
world  at  large  can  have  but  small  conception. 

Variety  of  the  Sport  of  Sea  Fishinq. 
Considering  the  variety  of  sport  to  be  derived 
from  sea-fishing,  its  votaries  have  not  been  many 


in  number  until  the  last  thirty  years  ;  latterly 
they  have  much  increased,  and  sufficiently  to 
induce  a  few  among  them  to  indite  their  experi- 
ences for  the  instruction  of  their  fellow-sportsmen. 
The  author  has  frequently  observed  how  very 
partial  is  the  knowledge  of  many  amateurs  of  sea- 
fishing,  and  how  much  sport  they  lose  in  con- 
sequence of  their  limited  acquaintance  with  the 
subject;  he  has  endeavoured,  therefore,  in  this 
work  to  supply  the  desideratum,  feeling  he  might 
venture  bo  to  do  from  the  lifelong  experience  he 
has  had  on  various  parts  of  the  coast  of  England 
and  the  Channel  Islands. 

Fishing  Round  our  Coasts. 
Regarding  the  fishing  of  these  islands,  the 
methods  of  taking,  preserving,  and  using  the 
living  sand  -  eel  for  bait  are  so  excellent, 
and  have  been  hitherto  so  little  known  on  the 
British  side  of  the  Channel,  that  the  author 
has  given  them  a  prominent  position  in  both 
description  and  illustration,  and  he  is  happy  to 
say  that  former  residents  in  the  islands  are  follow- 
ing out  these  methods  on  the  British  coasts,  over 


Fig.  I. — Ghaut  to  Show  how  to  Take  Marks 
FOR  Sea-Fishing. 

the  whole  extent  of  which  they  ought  to  be  dis- 
seminated, as  superior  to  all  other  methods  of 
coast-fishing  for  mackerel,  bass,  and  pollack  in 
particular,  and  eminently  useful  when  applied 
to  the  capture  of  other  fish.  The  intention 
of  the  author  is  that  this  work  should  be 
found  a  truthful  description  of  sea-fishing,  and 
a  vade  meciim  for  reference  and  instruction,  both 
for  the  British  and  other  seas  ;  for,  rely  on  it,  any 
man  who  is  practically  acquainted  with  the  varieties 
of  sea-fishing  round  our  own  coasts  will  be  able  to 
take  fish  on  the  coasts  of  all  the  world.  This  is 
not  a  mere  assertion  of  the  author,  but  the  result 
of  the  experience  of  British  fishermen  who  have 
found  their  knowledge  available  from  Newfound- 
land to  the  Antipodes ;  and  in  the  latter  region 
particularly  on  the  coasts  of  Australia  and  New 
Zealand,  where  large  quantities  of  fish  have  been 
taken  by  the  same  methods. 
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Geak  and  Baits  of  the  Sea-Fisherman. 
Throughout  this  work  the  author  has  endeavoured 
to  keep  before  him  the  necessity  of  describing  and 
depicting  the  difiFerent  kinds  of  gear  and  baited 
hooks,  with  which,  above  all  things,  the  sea- 
fisherman  ought  to  be  famihar.  Another  matter 
to  which  particular  attention  must  be  paid  is  the 
habitat  of  the  fish,  as  well  as  that  of  the  various 
worms,  shellfish,  etc.,  used  as  bait,  which  will  be 
of  great  service  in  dLscovering  their  haimts  at  any 
particular  locaUty. 

Sea- Fishing  "Maeks"  and  How  to 
TAKE  Them. 

By  aid  of  a  chart  he  should  endeavour 
to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  bottom,  positions 
of  rocks,  etc.,  which  practice  has  been  specially 
recommended  in  an  article  devoted  to  the  sub- 
ject. In  the  following  article  on  "Marks  and 
how  to  take  them,"  accompanied  by  an  illustrative 
chart,  plain  directions  for  fixing  the  positions  of 
fishing  grounds  in  order  to  find  them  on  a  future 
occasion  have  been  laid  before  the  reader. 
Proficiency  in  any  art  caimot  be  attained  without 
considerable  attention  and  practice,  to  which  sea- 
fishing  is  certainly  no  exception  ;  and  when  to  this 
is  added  the  necessity  of  an  acquaintance  with  the 
management  of  a  boat,  if  one  really  wishes  to  go 
thoroughly  into  the  subject,  the  reader  will  perceive 
he  has  need  to  exercise  no  small  amoimt  of  fore- 
thought, as  well  as  bring  into  play  a  not  incon- 
siderable amount  of  personal  activity,  if  he  would 
be  anything  more  than  a  stem-sheet  fisherman,  an 


bearings.  Some  degree  of  obliquity  is  generally 
imavoidable  ;  but  where  a  choice  of  objects  exists, 
select  those  which  will  afford  you  as  near  an 
approach  as  possible  to  a  right  angle,  or,  as 
fishermen  term  it,  take  your  marks  "upon  the 
square."  By  adhering  to  these  cautions  your  marks 
wUl  be  "  quick  marks,"  as  they  are  called,  and  if 
well  selected  will  alter  even  by  turning  your  head 
right  or  left.  The  smaller  the  objects,  the  nearer 
they  may  be  to  each  other ;  the  larger  they  are, 
the  greater  should  be  the  distance  between  them. 
If  the  distant  object  be  of  considerable  magnitude, 
and  the  nearer  object  of  small  size,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  observer  to  bring  the  smaller 
object  in  front  of  the  centre  or  either  end  of  the 
larger  object,  in  order  to  attain  the  necessary 
precision.  The  objects  most  commonly  used  are, 
of  course,  the  most  conspicuous  which  can  be 
rendered  available  from  the  position — always 
remembering  the  foregoing  cautions  in  selection — 
and  consist  of  remarkable  houses,  chimneys, 
towers,  castles,  churches,  obelisks,  windmills, 
trees,  rocks,  small  islands,  points,  headlands,  hills, 
mountains,  flagstaSs,  beacons,  or  lighthouses.  We 
have,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  deahng  with 
theory,  but,  with  the  reader's  permission,  we  will 
endeavour  to  reduce  our  theory  to  practice,  that 
is,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  do  so  on  paper. 

For  this  purpose  I  have  appended  the  accom- 
panying small  chart,  which  will,  I  think,  render 
my  instructions  sufificiently  clear  to  those  un- 
acquainted with  the  subject,  whilst  the  experienced 
wiU,  I    trust,   therein    recognise    the  practical 


Fig.  'I- 


animal  guiltless  of  letting  go  or  getting  up  an 
anchor,  spritting  a  sail,  bowsing  on  a  tackle-fall, 
et  hoc  genus  omne,  added  to  which  he  stows 
himself  abaft  the  after-thwart  to  eat,  drink,  and — 
yes,  oh  !  climax  of  effeminacy ! — to  have  his  hooks 
baited ! 

Fi.shermen,  from  time  immemorial,  have,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  vocation — namely,  in  trawling, 
dredging,  setting  crab  and  lobster  pots,  hand  or  long- 
line  fishing — discovered  certain  "grounds,"  as  they 
are  termed,  frequented  by  different  varieties  of  fish, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  bottom.  It  was  of 
course  desirable  that  these  discoveries  should  not 
be  lost ;  fishermen,  therefore,  have  contrived 
methods  of  taking  "marks,"  that  these  positions 
may  be  revisited  when  required.  A  boat  or  vessel 
is  placed  in  any  one  of  these  positions  by  aid  of 
two  imaginary  lines  drawn  from  objects  on  shore, 
and  crossing  each  other  at  the  said  boat  or  vessel. 
Two  objects  are  chosen  for  each  imaginary  line, 
which  two  objects  being  seen  on  with  or  over  each 
other  in  one  direction,  and  two  other  objects  being 
seen  likewise  over  each  other  in  another  direction, 
the  position  of  any  particular  fishing  ground  may 
be  determined  with  facility,  and  revisited  as 
occasion  may  require.  As  great  precision  is 
necessary  in  some  kinds  of  fishing,  the  marks 
selected  should  not  be  too  close  to  each  other, 
neither  should  the  lines  of  direction  be  too  oblique. 
If  too  close  together,  their  relative  positions  will 
not  appKjar  to  alter  rapidly  enough  to  enable  you 
to  detect  a  change  in  the  position  of  the  boat 
in.stantly,  and  the  result  will  be  similar  if  the  lines 
of  direction  are  too  oblique,  because  you  will  be 
too  long  paasing  the  iijtcrsection  of  the  cross 


nature  of  the  instruction  conveyed.  This  chart 
represents  a  portion  of  the  sea  coast  adjacent  to 
the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  Port,  Guernsey,  with  a 
set  of  marks  and  lines  of  sight  in  use  for  finding  a 
certain  fishing-ground,  on  a  sufficiently  large  scale 
(four  inches  to  a  mile)  to  avoid  confusion  of  lines. 
It  is  required  at  half  an  hour  before  low  water 
spring  tides,  direction  of  the  stream  S.W.,  wind 
N.N.E.,  to  place  a  boat  at  a  certain  position 
according  to  the  following  marks.  The  De  Lancey 
Obelisk,  m,  its  own  breadth  open  east  of  the 
breakwater  lighthouse,  and  the  gap  in  the  back- 
land  touching  the  sharp  edge  of  the  eastern  cliff  of 
the  shingle  bay.  a  is  the  fine  of  direction  of  the 
obelisk,  m,  passing  outside  the  lighthouse  on  the 
breakwater,  _  and  forming  the  long  mark ;  b  the 
line  of  direction  given  by  the  gap  in  the  back-land 
with  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  cutting  the  line  a  at  the 
boat's  required  position  at  f.  After  rounding  the 
breakwater,  steer  to  the  southward,  getting  on  the 
mark  a  ;  keep  on  this  line  of  direction  imtil  the 
mark  b  is  discovered,  which  is  the  cross  mark,  and 
shows  you  to  have  arrived  at  the  spot  indicated. 
The  killick,  or  mooring-stone,  must  not  be  let 
go  here  exactly  on  the  spot,  for  when  any 
amount  of  rope  were  paid  out,  the  boat  would, 
of  course,  be  much  beyond  the  required  posi- 
tion, but  instead  of  so  doing,  the  boat  should 
bo  rowed  back  again  a  short  distance,  until  the 
cross  marks  arc  a  little  open  of  each  other,  or  one 
of  them  is  hidden,  as  the  case  may  be,  taking  into 
consideration  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  tide, 
and  then  drop  the  killick,  or  sling-stone,  veering 
out  the  cable  untU  the  marks  are  correct.  A  little 
practice  will  soon  enable  anyone  accustomed  to 


sea  boating  to  attain  the  necessary  precision.  In 
order  to  bring  up  conveniently,  your  cable  should 
certainly  be  half  as  long  again  as  the  depth  of  the 
water  where  you  purpose  to  fish,  that  you  may 
have  sufficient  scope  to  veer  and  haul  upon ;  but  in 
bringing  up  at  a  place  which  requires  great  precision, 
veer  as  little  as  will  suffice  to  hold,  as  you  will  not 
then  swing  so  far  out  of  the  spot  when  the  boat 
sheers  on  one  side  by  the  force  of  the  current  or 
flaws  of  wind.  The  depth  of  water  being  marked 
at  nineteen  fathoms,  use  a  rope  not  less  than 
thirty  in  length,  as  much  scope  is  sometimes 
required  if  the  wind  freshens ;  on  sand  it  is  of 
course  best  to  bring  up  with  an  anchor.  On  a 
rocky  bottom  a  sling- stone  or  killick  should  always 
be  used  in  lieu  of  an  anchor,  which  frequently  gets 
irrecoverably  hooked  in  some  projection  or  crack  in 
the  rock.  If  the  ground  be  of  a  mixed  character,  the 
anchor  may  be  "  scowed  "  (see  the  illustration.  Fig.  2). 
After  the  boat  is  brought  up,  if  you  find  you  are  some- 
what to  the  left  of  your  position,  make  fast  your  cable 
about  two  feet  from  the  stem  of  the  boat  on  the 
port  side,  which  wiU  cause  the  boat  to  tend  to  the 
right ;  but  if  you  are  to  the  right  of  the  required 
position,  make  fast  the  cable  on  the  right  or  star- 
board bow,  which  will  cause  her  to  move  to  the 
left.  This  is  termed  "putting  a  boat  on  the 
sheer,"  and  in  a  tideway  the  helm  may  be  lashed 
sometimes  with  advantage,  as  an  additional  aid. 
Another  method  of  taking  marks,  but  less  commonly 
used,  consists  in  seeing  one  object  over  another  at 
a  considerable  angle,  such  as  the  top  of  a  hill  over 
a  narrow  dip  or  depression  in  the  edge  of  a  cliff,  or 
the  top  of  a  tower,  summit  of  a  steeple,  vanes  of  a 
windinill,  or  base  of  any  building,  seen  or  just 
hidden  as  the  case  may  be ;  for  instance,  near 
Budleigh  Salterton,  Devon,  is  a  fishing  groimd 
known  as  "Two  Stones,"  the  mark  for  which  is  the 
high  hill  called  Shaldon  Beacon,  beyond  Teign- 
mouth,  just  visible  in  the  dip  of  the  land  at  the 
outer  part  of  Strait  Point.  Other  instances  of 
combinations  of  this  kind  will  be  from  time  to  time 
met  with,  and  are  also  useful  for  keeping  vessels 
clear  of  dangers  near  the  coast.  A  third  method, 
when  great  precision  is  not  requisite,  is  to  set  two 
objects  on  the  land  by  compass  :  that  is  to  say,  to 
place  the  compass  in  a  convenient  position,  and  to 
find  one  object  bearing  east  and  another  north,  or 
on  any  other  bearings,  so  that  they  may  form  with 
each  other  a  right  angle,  or  as  near  an  approach 
thereto  as  possible,  or  contain  seven  or  eight 
points  of  the  compass  between  them,  thus  taking 
the  bearings  on  or  nearly  on  the  square.  This 
method  can  be  adopted  by  anyone  at  all  familiar 
with  a  mariner's  compass,  who  may  be  a  stranger 
to  the  locality,  when  in  case  of  obtaining  sport, 
marks  may  be  taken  for  future  use.  It  wiU  answer 
well  where  the  ground  is  of  the  same  natmre  for  a 
considerable  distance,  as  is  often  the  case  on 
whiting  and  dab  grounds,  or  where  cod  and  haddock 
abound,  but  rarely  in  pollack,  bream,  or  pout 
fishing,  where  great  accuracy  is  necessary. 

{To  he  continued.) 


WHEEE  TO  GO  FOB  PIKE  AND 
PEECH  FISHING. 


Now  that  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  South  of 
England  have  just  received  the  first  substantial  rise 
of  land-water  of  the  present  winter,  the  angler  will 
be  advised  to  hasten  to  the  riverside  for  the  capture 
of  the  mighty  pike  and  the  bold  perch.  The  rivers 
have  been  thoroughly  well  flushed,  though  a  few 
more  good  frosts  would  no  doubt  sharpen  up  the 
appetities  of  those  fish.  The  rotting  weeds  have 
been  washed  away,  and  consequently  both  pike  and 
perch  have  been  driven  to  seek  the  shelter  of  deep 
holes  and  quieter  pieces  of  water,  where  they  may 
be  sought  more  easily. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  pike  in  the  Thames 
have  increased  considerably  since  trailing  was  made 
illegal  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  at  the  instance 
of  the  angling  associations,  though  not  many  large 
specimens  are  often  heard  of.  Teddington 
Weir,  has  always  been  a  favourite  spot  for 
spinning  and  live-baiting  for  pike,  and  numbers 
ranging  between  31b.  and  101b.  are  frequently  taken 
both  in  summer  and  winter.  One  of  1 71b.  was  landed 
there  a  year  or  two  ago  by  Mr.  Tomlinson,  and 
another  17-pounder  was  caught  at  Thames  Ditton 
a  few  seasons  back.  Hampton  Deeps  used  to  be 
famous  for  pike  and  perch,  but  Wm.  Milbourn,  the 
veteran  fisherman  of  Hampton  Court,  has  expreeeed 
his  opinion  that  all  the  best  pike  have  been  cap- 
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tured,  though  perch  still  abound  in  those  deeps,  for 
a  number  of  1  Jib.  and  21b.  each  were  caught  last 
season.  Walton  Sale  and  Weybridge  backwater 
yield  every  year  good-sized  pike,  and  a  remune- 
rative day  may  be  spent  at  the  entrance  of  the  old 
Windsor  stream.  Hui-ley,  Marlow,  and  Pang- 
bourne  are  also  recommended  for  pike-fishing,  and 
Mr.  G.  Witherington  landed  one  of  151b  at  Sonning 
Weir  last  winter. 

The  Wey  and  the  Mole  now  contain  numerous 
large  pike  and  a  fine  stock  of  the  sporting  perch, 
and  both  the  Anglers'  and  Central  Associations  rent 
capital  stretches  of  water  at  Byfleet  (Wey)  and  at 
Esher  (Mole),  and  can  be  fished  by  anyone  belonging 
to  an  angling  society  affiliated  to  those  associations. 
Free  fishing  in  the  Wey  is  also  allowed  from  the 
towing-path  between  Guildford  and  Shalford,  and 
permission  may  be  obtained  in  the  vicinity  of 
Godalming.  Although  the  greater  portion  of  the 
Mole  is  strictly  preserved,  yet  if  the  angler  can  make 
local  inquiries,  and  if  approached  properly,  a  day 
for  pike-fishing  is  very  rarely  refused .  Perch  do  not 
run  very  large  in  the  Mole,  but  some  specimen  pike 
haunt  the  deep  holes  of  the  stream  at  Esher, 
Cobham,  Dorking,  and  Horley.  A  splendid  pike 
scaling  201b.  was  captured  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year  by  Mr.  Izaak  Gunner  in  the  Mole  at  Cobham, 
which  runs  through  the  estate  of  Lady  Ellesmere. 
It  must  be  mentioned  that  both  rivers  fine  down 
very  quickly  after  a  flood,  and  it  would  be  useless 
to  attempt  to  capture  those  large  pike  by  thick 
gimp  or  clumsy  hooks.  Paternostering  and  baiting 
with  small  gudgeon  or  dace  would  be  the  best  plan 
to  adopt  in  the  Mole. 

Several  magnificent  pieces  of  water  are  situated 
in  Surrey  where  fishing  is  available  for  pike  and 
perch,  such  as  the  Frensham  Pond,  near  Farnham, 
the  large  lake  at  Wisley  Hut,  and  other  waters  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Guildford  and  Godalming  are 
fished  often  by  permission.  Tickets  are  issued  for 
Penn  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  and  there  are  nice 
pike  in  the  ponds  in  Bushey  Park  and  Home  Park, 
Hampton  Court.  The  Arun  and  the  Hampshire 
Avon  are  first-class  pike  rivers.  The  former  is  well 
known  to  all  London  anglers,  and  every  year 
hundreds  of  club  men  visit  Amberley  and  Pul- 
borough  for  its  pike-fishing,  and  many  good  fish 
have  won  valuable  prizes  in  competitions.  Only  a 
month  or  so  ago,  Mr.  Wood,  a  member  of  the  Clapham 
Strollers'  Angling  Society,  landed  one  weighing 
18lb.  at  Amberley.  Ringwood,  Downton,  and 
Fordingbridge,  on  the  Avon,  are  probably  the  best 
stations  for  pike,  though  the  angler  must  expect  to 
pay  a  heavy  price  for  his  ticket  in  comparison  with 
other  waters. 

A  few  years  ago  a  basket  of  perch  was  almost 
an  unknown  quantity  in  the  Thames,  but  they  are 
more  plentiful,  and  have  been  increasing  by  leaps 
and  bounds,  judging  from  the  weekly  reports  of 
fishing  results,  especially  in  the  upper  reaches.  For 
many  years  past  the  energetic  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Henley  Fisheries  Preservation  Society — Mr.  A.  E. 
Hobbs — has  regularly  fixed  wire-netting  to  protect 
the  perch  spawn  in  the  Henley  waters,  and  his 
eHorts  have  been  well  repaid,  for  recently  he  captured 
in  one  day  sixty  fine  perch,  weighing  47lb. :  a  much 
larger  take  was  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Henley  on  Oct.  22  this  year,  when  a  patron  of  the 
well-known  Medmenham  fisherman,  R.  Young,  took 
upwards  of  175  retainable  perch.  Marlow  also  has 
been  mentioned  as  an  excellent  station  for  perch- 
fishing,  for  lately  Mr.  Faulkner  secured  twenty- 
eight  nice  perch  from  the  local  water.  Perch  of  21b. 
each  have  been  frequently  caught  at  Hampton 
Court,  Shepperton,  Wraysbury,  and  Windsor,  and 
all  those  districts  are  well  stocked  with  the  sporting 
fish.  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  the  celebrated  pike  and 
perch  fisher,  in  a  capital  article  published  in  a  pre- 
vious Fiishincj  Gazette,  has  pointed  out  the  best 
water  for  perch  -fishing  in  the  Thames.  His  advice 
is  :  "  Go  by  the  Great  Western  Railway  to  Twyford, 
thirty-one  miles  from  Paddington  Station,  and  walk 
the  three  miles  to  Sonning-on-Thames,  which  is 
midway  on  the  river  between  Reading  and  War- 
grave,  and  the  centre  of  five  miles  of  prime  perch 
water." 

While  the  increase  of  perch  in  the  Thames  has 
given  much  satisfaction,  the  recent  addition  of 
motor-boats  has  become  serious,  and  cannot  bo 
viewed  with  equanimity  by  anglers.  Formerly,  the 
launch  and  boating  traffic  ended  in  the  autumn, 
but  now  the  motor-boats  infest  the  river  throughout 
the  year,  and  Hccm  to  take  advantage  of  the  extra 
room  at  their  disposal  to  run  at  a  speed  apparently 
in  excess  of  the  regulations.    And  it  will  become 


more  serious,  for  when  in  the  spring  the  perch  will 
be  depositing  their  eggs  on  overhanging  bushes  and 
water  weeds,  and  if  those  boats  are  to  continue  at 
an  excessive  speed,  the  sj)awn  will  be  washed  away 
and  entirely  destroyed.  Having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  many  hundreds  of  poumis  of  money  have  been 
spent  by  the  preservation  and  angling  societies 
during  recent  years  in  restocking  and  protecting 
Thames  fisheries,  it  is  only  fair  that  those  motor- 
boats  and  electric  launches  should  be  kept  under 
strict  control.  H.  G.  H. 


THE  FISHEEMAN. 

By  Euen  Phiixpott. 

Hk  was  a  lad  of  high  degree  ; 

She  was  a  farmer's  daughter  ; 
He  came  to  fish  the  silver  ley  ; 
Or  did  he  come  to  court  her  ? 

"  Oh,  angle  where  you  wll,"  quoth  she  ; 
"  The  little  trout  may  swim  to  thee  ; 
But  never  think  that  you'll  catch  me." 

Yet  where  was  that  fair  maiden  born 

But  felt  her  heart  beat  higher 
To  see  a  lordling  look  forlorn 
And  beg  to  come  anigh  her  ? 

"  Stray  nearer,  if  you  must,"  quoth  she, 
"Since  'tis  an  act  of  charity; 
But  never  try  to  speak  to  me." 

The  woodland  ways  are  sweet  and  green 

Under  the  summer  weather. 
And  through  the  dingle,  through  the  dene, 
Go  boy  and  girl  together. 

"  You  held  my  hand,  because,"  quoth  she, 
"  The  stepping-stones  were  slippery  ; 
But  now  I'm  over,  let  it  be." 

A  heart  that  burns,  a  breast  that  sighs, 

Red  lips  with  promise  laden  ; 
A  pleading  voice  and  bright  brown  ej'es— 
Alas,  my  pretty  maiden  ! 

"  Can  such  a  king  of  men,"  quoth  she, 
"  Look  down  to  wed  a  girl  like  me  ? 
Then  will  I  trust  my  soul  to  thee  !  " 

She  sits  amid  the  yellow  sheaves, 

That  little  farmer's  daughter. 
Or  counts  the  scarlet  cherry  leaves 
Fall  on  the  shining  water. 

"  Red  leaves  and  river  deep,"  quoth  she, 
"  Come  hide  my  tear- worn  heart,  for  he 
Hath  broken  and  forgotten  me." 

— From  Scribners  Magazine. 


FLY  FISHEKMAN  V.  SEA  ANGLEE. 


It  is  interesting  and  often  amusing  to  note  the 
calm  complacency  with  which  the  devotee  of  one 
kind  of  angling  asserts  its  superiority  over  all 
others,  and  I  have  often,  when  discussing  such 
matters  with  one  of  my  friends,  been  almost 
unable  to  keep  a  sober  countenance  when  he,  with 
a  metaphorical  hand-wave,  brushed  into  con- 
temptuous insignificance  methods  of  recreation 
which  have  charmed  some  of  the  master  minds  of 
the  world. 

"  Salmon  and  trout  angling,"  exclaims  a  bass 
and  squeteague  fisherman,  "not  any  in  mine,  if 
you  please.  I've  tried  them,  and  I  give  you  my 
word,  I  never  had  such  a  beastly  time  in  my  life. 
I  was  invited  by  a  friend  who  had  a  salmon  stream 
in  Canada  to  come  up  and  try  my  luck  with  him, 
and  in  a  weak  moment  I  accepted  his  invitation, 
got  up  an  outfit,  split  bamboo  salmon  rod,  a  150- 
yard  oiled  silk  line,  big  reel,  casting  lines,  fly  book 
and  flies  that  cost  me  all  the  way  from  five  dollars 
to  twenty  dollars  a  dozen,  and  all  the  other  acces- 
sories that  are  deemed  indispensable,  and  we 
started  for  the  north. 

"Well,  my  friend  talked  salmon,  breathed 
salmon,  and  for  aught  I  know  dreamed  salmon 
from  the  moment  we  stepped  on  the  train  until  we 
arrived  at  the  river.  Now,  when  I  go  fishing  I  like 
to  take  solid  comfort;  I  go  for  recreation,  for  all 
the  sport  I  can  get  out  of  it.  I  like  to  sit  com- 
ortably  in  my  boat  and  take  my  bass  or  squeteague 
in  a  quiet,  gentlemanly  way,  and  when  the  fish  are 
not  biting  I  can  enjoy  my  cigar  in  peace  and 
refresh  myself  occasionally  with  a  bottle  of  Bass's 
ale  or  Milwaukee  beer  which  repose  comfortably  in 


a  box  of  pounded  ice  beneath  my  seat  or  in  the 
cuddy.    Yes,  sir,  that's  solid  comfort. 

"  When  we  arrived  at  our  first  tenting-place  I 
was  just  simply  fagged  out,  for  we  had  come  in  on 
an  old  buck- board  over  the  roughest  road  imagin- 
able for  a  half  dozen  miles  or  so,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  road  we  had  to  take  shanks'  mare  for  a  couple 
of  miles  through  the  woods ;  that  was  the  roughest 
tramp  I  ever  took  in  my  life,  and  I  never  shall 
forget  it; 

"  All  the  way  through  the  woods  we  were  followed 
by  an  endless  drove  of  mosquitoes.  Now  I  thought 
I  knew  something  about  mosquitoes,  for  I  made 
their  acquaintance  in  Jersey  many  years  ago,  but 
all  that  I  ever  saw  in  that  remarkable  mosquito 
breeding  ground  were  not  a  patch  on  those  hungry 
brutes  in  Canada. 

"I  had  my  rod  case  in  one  hand  during  that 
tramp,  and  with  the  other  I  slapped  and  fought 
and  rubbed  and  scratched,  and  though  I  killed 
hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  of  the  fiends,  they 
streamed  out  behind  me  in  as  many  more  thousands 
like  the  tail  of  a  comet,  and  my  friend  assured  me 
it  wasn't  an  extra  good  day  for  mosquitoes  at  that. 

'  By  dint  of  perseverance  and  endurance  I 
reached  the  camping  place.  Yes,  it  was  a  pretty 
enough  spot,  the  tent  having  been  pitched  by  the 
guides  by  the  side  of  a  large  basin  in  the  river 
which  my  friend  called  a  pool,  although  it  was  not 
my  idea  of  a  pool,  for  the  water  seemed  alive  in 
every  portion  of  it,  moving  around  it  in  all  kinds 
of  whirls  and  eddies. 

"  Above  it  were  two  or  three  cascades  or  what- 
ever one  may  please  to  call  them,  my  friend  said 
they  were  rapids,  and  I  guess  he  was  right,  for  the 
water  came  tumbling  and  roaring  down  over  the 
rocks  in  a  way  that  was  decidedly  rapid. 

"The  place  was  picturesque  all  right,  for  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  were  huge,  rocky  clifis  which 
towered  up  higher  and  higher  until  they  became 
veritable  mountains. 

"It  didn't  take  my  friend  long" to  set  up  his  rod 
and  get  his  tackle  ready,  and  while  our  men  began 
to  make  preparations  to  get  supper,  he  went  up  to 
the  head  of  the  pool  and  began  casting,  while  I  sat 
down  on  a  boulder  near  by  and  watched  him.  I 
thought  I  wouldn't  fish  that  day  but  wait  and  see 
how  it  was  done,  for  I  hated,  mortally,  to  have  the 
guides  know  I  was  a  tenderfoot.  I  had  a  feeling 
that  the  way  I  swore  at  the  mosquitoes  during 
that  long  tramp  had  not  given  them  a  very  high 
opinion  of  me  as  a  starter,  for  somehow  those 
fellows  have  a  way  of  sizing  up  a  man  in  very 
short  meter,  and  so  I  allowed  I  would  not  try  to 
do  much  salmon  fishing  until  I  saw  how  the  trick 
was  done.  There's  no  mistake  he  handled  that 
big  rod  with  consummate  skill,  and  he  cast  his  fly 
all  over  the  pool,  which  was  75ft.  wide  at  least, 
just  as  easily  as  I  could  throw  out  a  fiddler  crab 
or  menhaden  bait  for  striped  bass. 

•'  While  I  sat  on  that  boulder  watching  my 
friend,  and,  I  am  free  to  confess  envying  the  skill 
with  which  he  handled  his  rod,  I  discovered  an 
entirely  new  sensation.  Now,  discovering  a  new 
sensation  is  often  a  good  thing.  Old  Nero  tried  it, 
and  lots  of  other  duffers  after  him  have  tried  it, 
and  there's  a  host  of  fellows  in  New  York  to-day 
who  are  actually  aching  to  realise  something  new  in 
this  line,  but  a  little  of  the  kind  I  had  will  go  a  ' 
condemned  long  way.  ' 

"I  had  heard  or  read  somewhere  about  black 
flies,  but  my  entomological  experiences  had  never 
before  enabled  me  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
those  little  insects ;  but  when  I  sat  down  on  the 
boulder  I  had  an  introduction  to  them  which  was 
far  from  formal.  I  felt  a  burning  sensation  behind 
my  ears,  on  my  neck,  and  on  my  forehead  just 
below  the  rim  of  my  hat.  I  say  burning  sensation, 
and  preachers  have  told  us  about  heaping  coals  of 
fire  on  one's  head,  but  I  swear  to  you  1  felt  as  if 
some  chap  was  rubbing  live  coals  all  over  my  head 
and  face,  and  when  I  put  up  my  hand  to  rub  one 
of  the  burning  places  I  found  it  was  smeared  with 
blood,  the  black  flies  had  sampled  my  venous  fluid, 
and  no  mistake. 

"  I  jumped  up  and  began  rubbing  my  face  and 
neck  with  my  handkerchief,  and  when  I  removed  it 
it  was  thoroughly  stained.  Just  then  one  of  our 
men,  who  had  been  watching  my  gyrations,  ap- 
proached me  with  a  box  of  ointment  in  his  hand 
which  he  advised  me  to  rub  on  my  face,  neck,  and  5^ 
hands.  v 

'"What  is  it?'  I  inquired,  looking  at  the  box '| 
rather  suspiciously. 

"  '  It's  fly  poison,'  he  replied,  ♦  rub  a  lot  of  it  on* 
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ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  RIVEKSIDE. 
From  Pen  cmd  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  E.  J.  Fvnlay. 


;  fA  False  Step4 


He  Reappears  foe  an  Instant. 


And  crawls  out  with  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  has 
spoiled  a  splendid  bit  of  water. 


and  they'll  not  bite  you  any  more ;  it's  made  of 
tar,  pennyroyal  and  oil,'  he  added. 

"Well,  I  smeared  myself  with  that  flamboyant 
smelling  stuff,  and  the  flies  kept  away  from  me ; 
they  couldn't  stand  the  odour,  but  I  had  to.  To 
drown  the  smell  I  filled  my  pipe  and  lighted  it,  but 
I  couldn't  quite  overcome  the  perfume  of  the  '  fly 
pison.' 

"  I  sat  down  again  and  watched  my  friend,  for 
barring  a  greasy  feeling  on  my  hands  I  was,  in  a 
way,  beginning  to  feel  comfortable.  Suddenly,  as 
he  was  dragging  his  fly  from  a  distant  part  of  the 
pool,  I  saw  his  rod  bend  and  then  his  big  reel  gave 
a  shriek,  and  I  knew  he  had  hooked  a  salmon,  and 
a  good  fish  it  was,  too,  for  it  was  soon  leaping  and 
cavorting  around  for  all  the  world  like  a  barra- 
couta ;  the  fish  seemed  to  be  in  a  dozen  places  at 
once,  and  in  the  air  about  as  much  as  in  the  water. 

"My  friend  played  him  skilfully,  and  it  was 
nearly  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  one  of  the  guides 
succeeded  in  gaffing  it.  It  was  as  bright  as  silver, 
which  showed  it  was  '  fresh  run,'  as  my  friend  said, 
whatever  that  meant,  but  it  weighed  only  101b. 
It  didn't  seem  to  me  nearly  as  strong  as  would  be 
a  bass,  kingfish  or  barracouta  of  equal  weight. 
We  had  some  of  that  salmon  for  supper,  and  it  was 
the  real  thing,  and  no  mistake,  altogether  different 
from  a  salmon  that  has  been  kept  on  ice  a  month 
or  two — such  as  we  get  in  our  markets. 

That  night  I  was  lulled  to  sleep  by  the  howling 
of  mosquitoes  in  the  tent,  by  the  rush  and  roar 
of  the  rapids,  and  the  hooting  of  a  big  owl  in  the 
trees  near  by.  I  say  lulled  to  sleep ;  I  should  say 
I  was  kept  from  going  to  sleep  for  a  long  time  by 
these  sounds.  On  the  following  morning  I  set  up 
my  rod  and  rigged  my  tackle,  attaching  to  my 
casting-line  one  of  my  handsomest  and  most  costly 
flies,  for  I  wanted  to  do  the  liberal  thing  by  the 
fish,  and,  selecting  a  favourable  point,  I  be  an 
casting,  imitating  my  friend  in  all  his  move- 
ments as  well  as  I  could,  and  I  flatter  myself 
I  was  rather  an  apt  pupil,  for  I  succeeded  in 
placing  my  lure  where  I  wanted  to.  Somehow 
I  got  the  right  drag,  and  I  thought  I  was  getting 
on  swimmingly,  although  I  had  not  raised  a  fish. 
But  if  I  was  all  right  in  my  front  casts,  I  wasn't  in 
my  back  ones,  for  the  first  thing  I  knew  my  fly 
was  hitched  high  up  in  a  tree,  and  it  was  hitched  so 
firmly  I  couldn't  pull  it  down  without  breaking  my 
casting-line,  which  I  disliked  to  do,  and  to  free  it 
I  had  to  call  one  of  our  men  who  was  preparing 
breakfast,  and  he,  to  release  my  fly,  was  obliged  to 
climb  the  tree.  I  will  say  right  here  that  I  kept 
one  of  our  men  busy  climbing  trees  during  the  few 
days  I  was  on  the  river. 

"  Well,  to  make  a  short  story  of  it,  I  didn't  kill 
a  salmon  ;  in  fact,  I  didn't  kill  much  of  anything 
in  the  fish  line  except  a  few  measly  sea-trout,  none 
of  them  over  1  lb.  in  weight. 

"  No,  sir,  no  salmon  or  trout  fishing  in  mine,  if 
you  please,  give  me  the  deep  blue  sea,  where  the 
mosquitoes,  black  flies,  and  those  other  little  fiends, 
the  midges,  cometh  not,  where  there  are  no  trees 
to  bother  one  in  his  back-cast,  and  where,  when  he 
hooks  a  fish,  he  has  a  chance  to  play  it  in  good, 
deep  water,  without  being  obliged  to  wade  out  to 
one's  armpits,  or  to  race  down  a  river  chasing  a 
salmon,  stumbling  over  rocks  and  boulders,  and 
barking  one's  shins  every  now  and  then  by  way  of 
additional  excitement.  I  don't  think  there's  any 
comparison  between  salt  and  fresh-water  fishing, 
and  give  me  the  salt  every  time." 

"  But  think  of  the  deadly  monotony  of  it," 
replies  the  fly-fisherman,  remonstratingly. 

"  Monotony,  nothing !  V  exclaimed  the  other. 
"What  is  there  monotonous  about  fishing  for 
striped  base  from  the  rocky  ledges  all  along  the 
coast,  casting  the  bait  far  out  into  the  boiling 
surf  and  fighting  a  fish  that  is  game  to  the  finish. 
I  tell  you  a  101b.  or  131b.  bass  gives  just  as  good 
sport,  yes,  liettcr  than  does  a  salmon  of  the  same 
size.  It's  true,  he  doesn't  leap  like  the  other,  but 
the  barracouta  does,  and  lots  more  of  the  fish 
which  arc  found  in  the  sea  Why,  there's  nothing 
monotonous  about  still-fishing  for  bass  and  sque- 
teague  from  a  boat,  even,  for  one  has  the  ocean  all 
around  him,  a  vast  body  of  water  which  has  ever 
varying  moods  and  changing  conditions ;  why,  its 
colour  even  is  changing  all  the  time ;  there  the 
lungs  are  filled  with  the  purest  ozone  ever  vouch- 
safed to  man,  and  when  the  fish  are  biting  freely 
the  angler  has  all  he  wants  to  attend  to.  No,  sir, 
I'm  a  Halt  water  fisherman  every  time,  and  I'm  not 
alone  in  my  devotion  to  the  sport,  by  a  long  shot." 
— E.  A.  Samuels,  in  Forent  cmd  8t/ream, 


HOW  ANIMALS  SLEEP. 

In  what  posture  does  a  bear  sleep  ?  What 
positions  arc  assumed  by  the  monkey,  the  elephant, 
the  tiger,  during  slumber  ?  Do  fish  sleep  ?  To 
answer  such  questions  as  these  one  would  ordinarily 
be  obliged  to  search  through  many  works  on  natural 
history,  but  T.Ir.  A.  Per6s  has  gathered  together  a 
largo  number  of  facts  along  this  line  in  an  interesting 
article  which  he  contributes  to  Cosmos  (Paris). 
Such  items  of  information,  he  says,  belong  to  the 
class  of  "  common  things  that  nobody  knows."  Of 
them  the  ordinary  reader  says  :  "  That's  odd  ;~  I 
never  thought  of  it  before  !  "  while  many  students  of 
natural  history  must  confess  ignorance.    In  the  first 


place  Mr.  Peres  takes  up  the  creatures  that  sleep 
standing,  among  which,  he  tells  us,  are  included  the 
ass  and  the  mule,  as  well  as  the  elephant  and  most 
of  the  other  pachyderms.  Most  birds,  he  says, 
sleep  standing  on  one  leg,  with  the  head  imder  the 
wing  ;  several  kinds  sleep  in  company,  like  the  wild 
pigeons  of  North  America.  Of  the  sleep  of  fish 
he  writes  :  — 

"  Fish  have  a  density  so  nearly  that  of  water 
that  they  can  rest  quietly  on  sand  or  gravel  -without 
apparent  effort.  Are  they  asleep  Probably ; 
though  they  do  not  shut  their  eyes.  At  the 
beginning  of  evening,  for  instance,  the  gudgeon 
chooses  a  sandy  spot  between  stones  and  remains 
there,  facing  the  current,  its  body  resting  on  the 
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lower  lobe  of  the  tail  and  on  its  pectoral  and  ventral 
fins.  It  is  probable  that  it  assumes  the  same 
position  in  winter  and  remains  in  it  until  spring, 
hibernating.  Tlie  barbels  and  breams  sleep  in  com- 
panies, like  the  gudgeon,  but  on^a  muddy  bottom  ; 
the  pike  sleeps  in  summer  near  the  bank,  at  the 
surface,  where  the  sunlight  can  reach  it ;  the  carp 
keeps  near  the  bottom  ;  the  eel  hides  in  holes  that 
it  makes  near  the  bank.  The  observation  of  sea 
fish  is  more  diflicult,  as  may  be  imagined  ;  it  is 
now  agreed  that  herrings,  mackerel,  and  other 
so-called  migratory  fish  pass  the  winter  at  the  bottom 
in  a  kind  of  lethargy.  Do  they  adopt  the  gudgeon's 
position  ?  Perhaps,  though  Pleville  le  Peley  has 
seen  thousands  of  mackerel  half  buried  in  the  mud, 
holding  their  tails  up  vertically  above  it. 

"  Batrachians  sleep  sitting,  with  the  head  in  the 
air  ;  the  toad  sleeps  by  day,  in  holes  or  under  rocks, 
and  retires  under  ground  for  the  winter.  He 
burrows  backward,  his  hind  feet  and  the  end  of  his 
body  serving  to  dig  the  hole,  while  he  pushes  with 
his  forefeet.  The  marsupials  are  generally  forced 
by  the  shape  of  their  bodies  to  sleep  sitting  ;  the 
phalanger  fox  sleeps  in  a  crouching  posture,  the  head 
between  the  forefeet.  The  lemurs  also  crouch,  with 
the  long  bushy  tail  around  the  hind  feet.  With  the 
chimpanzees  and  other  apes  the  hair  on  the  upper 
arm  and  the  forearm  'grows  in  opposite  directions  ; 
this  serves  to  protect  the  animal  more  effectively 
from  the  rain,  when  he  sleeps  crouching  in  the  thick 
woods  or  in  the  brush  with  his  arms  folded  and 
pressed  against  the  body.  The  orang  takes  his 
siesta  with  bent  back,  head  hanging  on  his  chest, 
and  sometimes  holding  to  a  branch  by  one  of  his 
extended  arms,  but  generally  with  both  arms 
hanging  by  his  sides. 

"  Penguins  and  pelicans  also  rest  in  a  sitting 
posture  ;  a  whole  flock  takes  refuge  under  a  projec- 
ting rock,  the  beak  resting  on  the  breast,  or  with 
neck  bent  to  allow  it  to  rest  on  the  back. 

"  The  hare  does  not  sleep  with  open  eyes,  as  has 
been  wrongly  asserted,  for  its  pupils  are  hermetically 
closed  during  sleep. 

"  The  crocodile  and  the  caiman  repose  on  the 
ground  on  the  entire  ventral  surface  ;  lizards  sleep 
with  eyes  shut  and  mouth  open.  Turtles  naturally 
take  the  same  position,  the  land  varieties  in  dry 
grass  or  in  a  shallow  burrow  ;  the  marine  ones  at 
the  surface  of  the  sea,  on  which  they  float.  This  is 
the  moment  chosen  for  catching  them." 

The  belief  of  some  fishermen  that  the  cetaceans 
do  not  sleep,  because  the  whale  "  blows  "  by  night 
as  well  as  by  day,  the  author  pronounces  inadmis- 
sible. The  movements  that  produce  the  jet  are 
automatic,  like  our  own  breathing.  The  whale  and 
other  cetaceans  sleep  on  the  surface  of  the  sea. 
Seals,  otters,  and  walruses  play  only  in  stormy 
weather  ;  in  calm  weather  they  seem  to  spend  their 
time  in  sleeping  ;  walruses  are  often  seen  lying  on 
the  ice  close  together  in  rows,  the  neck  of  one  on 
the  back  of  the  next,  just  as  swine  often  do.  They 
do  not  go  to  sleep  until  they  have  placed  a  sentry, 
who  awakes  the  others  when  he  spies  an  enemy. 
Passing  on  to  the  birds,  Mr.  Peres  writes  : — 

"  Several  birds,  especially  the  palmipeds,  also 
sleep  on  the  ventral  surface.  The  petrels  sleep 
calmly  on  the  sea  in  the  most  furious  storm  ;  on 
the  ice  they,  rest  with  the  breast  to  the  wind,  the 
beak  under  the  wing.  Wild  ducks  lie  in  the  rushes 
on  the  edges  of  ponds,  the  beak  plunged  in  the  oily 
plumage  ;  wild  geese  sleep  on  land  in  open  places, 
guarded  by  sentinels.  Pheasants,  which  roost 
during  the  night,  keep  to  the  ground  during  the 
day,  especially  in  very  warm  weather.  When 
ready  to  go  to  sleep,  the  ostrich  lies  down,  bending 
the  knee  first  and  then  supporting  itself  on  the 
breast,  which  is  callous  ;  finally  it  lets  itself  down 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  body. 

"  Most  of  the  ruminants  lie  on  the  flank  ;  camels 
stretch  out  with  neck  extended  ;  deer  he  near  each 
other  in  winter.  The  horse  stretches  out  his  legs  ; 
cats  and  hares  also  sometimes  stretch  themselves. 

"  The  carnivores— the  cat  family,  the  bear,  dog, 
wolf,  fox,  etc. — curl  up  or  place  the  head  stretched 
out  on  the  paws.  Several  rodents,  like  the  rat, 
sleep  rolled  up  in  a  ball.  The  hedgehog,  which 
passes  the  whole  day  hidden  among  stones  or  brush, 
or  in  the  trunk  of  a  hollow  tree,  also  rolls  up,  with 
its  head  and  paws  under  its  belly  so  that  it  looks 
like  a  huge  chestnut  burr. 

"  Snakes  usually  sleep  coiled,  with  mouth  open. 
Nevertheless,  the  viper  stretches  out  in  the  sun  for 
a  siesta.  In  hibernating,  vipers  sleep  together  in 
the  trunk  of  a  tree,  sometimes  thirty  at  a  time, 
twined  about  each  other  like  a  tangled  ball  of  twine. ' ' 


Few  animals  apparently  sleep  on  the  back  ;'iit'is 
said  that  the  badger  does  so,  but  this  position  has 
been  actually  observed  only  with  the  anthropoid 
apes.  The  orang,  which  takes  naps  in  a  crouching 
posture,  as  noted  above,  sleeps  at  night  on  its  back, 
the  limbs  bent  inward  and  one  of  its  arms  under  the 
head,  which  rests  in  the  hand.  Sometimes  also  it 
crosses  its  arms  on  its  breast.  Its  refuge  for  the 
night^is  a  sort  of  nest  or^ hut  in  the  top  of  a  tall 
tree,  spread  with  leaves  and  covered  with  bi-anches. 
In  cold  or  rainy; weather  it  is  said  to  protect  its 
body  with  a  coverlet  of  leaves.    To  quote  again  :  — 

"  The  remora  (or  sucking-fish),  the  curious  fish 
that  swims  on  its  back,  belly  upward,  and  that 
travels  about  by  clinging  to  ships  or  other  floating 
bodies,  or  sometimes  to  living  creatures  such  as 
turtles  or  sharks,  by  means  of  a  special  device  on 
the  top  of  its  head,  attaches  itself  to  the  same 
bodies,  or  even  to  rocks,  to  sleep. 

"  As  for  the  sleep  of  worms,  the  radiates,  molluscs, 
etc.,  it  is  one  of  those  '  common  things  '  about 
which  we  shall  probably  always  remain  ignorant."' 
— Translation  made  for  the  Literary  Digest. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — The  rough 
weather  has  greatly  interfered  with  the  angler'.s 
comfort,  and  has  influenced  the  fishing — not  to 
the  angler's  advantage.  The  sharp  frosts  follow- 
ing the  heavy  water  was  good  for  the  river, 
which  began  to  clear  rapidly,  and  everyone 
was  anticipating  good  sport  for  the  week-end. 
Heavy  rain,  however,  fell  on  Thursday,  and  the 
temperature  changed  considerably.  However,  it 
is  possible  that  the  river  will  not  be  greatly  altered 
by  it,  and  there  is  every  probability  that  good 
sport  amongst  roach,  perch,  chub  and  pike  will  be 
had  this  week-end.  The  A.B.S.  competition  was 
"  not  much  of  a  catch,"  as  the  first  prize  winner 
(Mr.  G.  Hodges,  of  Spread  Eagle  A.S.)  was  top 
weight  with  21b.  lOoz.  of  fish,  the  others  being 
below  that.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  water  was 
much  too  coloured.  The  Abingdon  and  District 
Anglers'  Association  have  placed  a  number  of  roach 
in  the  Thames  at  Abingdon.  The  fish  numbered 
over  800,  and  700  ranged  from  Jib.  to  l^lb.  They 
had  been  netted  from  ponds  belonging  to  Mr.  L. 
Harcourt,  M.P.,  at  Nuneham,  by  permission  of  the 
owner. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Although  the  water  has 
been  in  very  fair  condition,  with  a  decent  stream 
running,  sport  has  again  been  quiet.  A  very  cold 
north-east  wind  has  been  blowing  most  days,  and 
fishing  has  been  anything  but  enjoyable.  Messrs. 
G.  Smith  and  P.  Hall,  members  of  the  Working 
Men's  Club,  have  taken  nine  chub,  with  fish  up  to 
31b.  9oz.  Local  anglers  have  taken  a  few  jack  up 
to  41b.,  but  the  roach  are  at  present  feeding  very 
badly.  Given  quieter  weather  there  should  be  some 
improvement  in  the  way  of  sport.  Otter  Hone,  that 
well-known  professional  fisherman,  has  taken  the 
Black  Boy  at  Hurley. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  in  good 
condition  for  jack,  perch,  and  roach  fishing.  Last 
week,  half  day,  Mr.  Percy  Curtis,  four  jack,  71b., 
C|lb.,  31b.,  31b. ;  half  day,  Mr.  F.  Wheildon,  two 
jack,  31b.,  3|lb.,  and  a  few  good  roach;  half  day, 
Mr.  Haycock,  one  jack,  3Jlb.  :  one  day,  Mr.  J. 
Hughes  and  Mr.  Bancroft,  five  jack,  7Jlb.,  41b., 
31b.,  31b.,  21b.,  four  perch,  and  a  few  good  roach. 
Big  dace  have  been  feeding  this  week  fairly  well. 
Customers  coming  perch  fishing  would  do  well  to 
bring  a  few  minnows,  as  it  is  very  difScult  to  get 
them  here. — Walter  McBride. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  river  is  now  in 
good  condition  for  fishing,  and  if  no  snow  should 
fall  by  Nov.  26,  prospects  should  be  good.  The 
Silver  Trout  A.S.  and  the  Spread  Eagle  A.S.  held 
their  competitions  on  Nov.  19.  It  was  a  bitterly  cold 
day,  and  an  easterly  wind  blowing  a  gale,  very 
few  fish  bein-g  taken.  At  the  supper  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes,  given  by  Mr.  George  Baker,  of  the 
Horse  and  Groom,  Twickenham  (Dr.  W.  Marston 
Clarke  in  the  chair),  there  was  a  good  muster  of 
anglers  present.  Mr.  G.  Lee,  sen.,  was  presented 
with  jthe  combination  rod  for  largest  jack  (41b.), 
A.  Turner  receiving  the  roach  rod  for  28^b.  fish. 
A  fibbing  club  was  formed,  and  prizes  to^the  amount 
of  £9  13s.  recorded. — Tom  Auger. 

Avon  (Ringfwood). — This  river  is  now]  very  low 
and  clear,  and  sport  not  very  good,  except  with  a 
few  roach.  Pike  seom  right  off  the  feed.  Mr. 
Hopkins  and  friend  have  taken  pike  up  to  81b.  Mr. 
W.  R.  Alderson  251b.  weight  of  roach  up  to  1  lb.  6oz. 


Mr.  W.  R.  Alderson,  of  Walton-on-Thames,  while 
fishing  for  roach  in  one  of  our  favourite  roach 
swims,  known  as  Ball's  Hole,  hooked  a  salmon 
on  a  No.  9  Gold  roach  hook,  baited  with  gen- 
tles, and  after  playing  it  for  thirty  minutes  it 
came  up  close  to  the  boat,  which  we  had 
fixed  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  when  we  saw 
what  it  was,  and  after  playing  it  for  another 
twenty  minutes  we  safely  landed  it,  weighed 
it,  and  it  turned  the  scale  at  121b.,  and  then  it  was 
safely  returned  to  the  river.  I  might  state  that  we 
were  using  a  running  line,  and  only  had  a  small 
roach  landing-net,  and  I  was  obliged  to  tail  the 
fish.  I  should  say  it  was  a  record  for  one  of  Messrs. 
Sowerbutt's  No.  9  Gold  roach  hooks  on  stained  gut. 
— M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week  on  this  stretch  of  four  miles  of  free  water  the 
angler  has  had  most  disastrous  wea1;her  to  contend 
with,  nothing  but  fogs,  with  icy  atmosphere  and 
north  winds,  which  quite  upset  the  pleasure  of 
angling.  There  have  been  a  few  out  after  the  pike, 
who  returned  with  small  creels,  getting  only  a  few 
small  ones  for  their  trouble.  Roach  sport  out  of 
all  question,  only  a  few  bait  size  being  taken.  Bad 
as  the  past  week's  weather  has  been,  it  must  stir 
the  pike  up.  Live-baits  and  punt  on  the  spot. — 
John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  The 
weather,  after  a  series  of  rains,  fogs,  and  frosts, 
has  now  become  very  wintry,  with  an  extremely 
cold  breeze  from  the  north,  causing  most  of  the 
le.saer  broads  to  be  skimmed  over  with  ice.  The 
river  is  rather  low,  and  too  clear  for  good  sport — 
indeed,  we  have  not  had  a  water  with  a  really  good 
colour  in  it  for  months.  Pike  fishing  on  the  public 
broads  and  rivers  becomes  less  attractive  every 
year,  many  anglers  I  know  now  considering  "  the 
game  not  worth  the  candle  "  unless  they  can  obtain 
access  to  private  broads  or  ponds,  which  is  no  easy 
matter  on  account  of  shooting  considerations.  A 
fish  or  two  per  day  (usually  small)  can  occasionally 
be  got  on  public  waters,  but  blank  days  are  far  too 
frequently  the  reward  one  gets  for  expense  and 
time  and  trouble  of  driving  long  distances.  This  is 
owing  to  the  merciless  slaughtering  in  times  past 
of  hundreds  of  little  mackerel-sized  pike,  and  wiring, 
snatching,  and  spearing  of  pike  in  spawning  times 
in  the  dykes  by  rustics,  professedly  in  quest  of  eels. 
Roach  are  not  feeding  very  well  either  here  or 
up  river,  and  bream,  of  course,  are  not  much  in 
evidence  now,  although  one  hooks  one  or  two  some- 
times when  roach  fishing — in  fact,  all  round  sport 
is  very  slack,  and  warmer  weather  and  more  colour 
in  the  water  are  needed  for  decent  sport.  I  hear 
angling  will  shortly  be  closed  to  the  public  on  the 
north  half  of  Wroxham  Broad,  a  private  club  being 
likely  to  acquire  that  portion.  The  southern  end, 
however,  at  present  is  likely  to  remain  open  to 
anglers.  Prospects  for  the  week  tend  to  a  likelihood 
of  ice  on  all  still  waters,  and  poor  river  angling. — 
C.  W.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  water 
is  in  fairly  good  condition.  During  the  past  week 
there  has  been  a  fall  of  snow,  but  it  did  not 
continue  long.  There  has,  however,  been  several 
severe  frosts,  and  on  Wednesday  afternoon  a 
thaw  set  in,  and  the  water  has  increased  some- 
what. Spawning  is  reported  to  be  progressing 
satisfactorily  in  the  upper  reaches,  but  a  good 
many  fish  went  up  very  late  owing  to  the 
lowness  of  the  water.  Although  the  season  with 
salmon  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  the  previous 
year,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  22  net  licences 
were  taken  out,  134  for  rod,  64  for  weekly  rods,  and 
30  for  daily  rods,  as  compared  with  21.  116,  64, 
and  42  respectively  the  year  previous ;  so  that 
taken  en  bloc  seven  more  licences  were  issued.  For 
trout  173  "seasons"  were  taken  out,  194  for  one 
month,  and  200  for  one  day,  as  compared  with  176, 
214,  and  143  for  1904,  a  net  increase  of  34.  This  is 
satisfactory  to  the  conservators,  and  proves  con- 
clusively that  despite  the  poor  sport  obtained  the 
river  still  holds  its  own  among  anglers. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — One  of  the  worst  salmon 
seasons  we  have  had  for  many  years  closed  on 
Nov.  15.  The  extreme  lowness  of  the  river  for 
months,  and  the  consequent  shocking  pollution  of 
the  river  by  the  Carlisle  sewage,  may  safely  be  set 
down  as  the  chief  causes.  During  the  last  few 
weeks  we  had  a  succession  of  small  spates,  which 
brought  up  a  fair  lot  of  fish,  and  more  were  sliowing 
in  the  pools.  Sport  was  therefore  somewhat  better 
in  the  last  few  days  of  the  anghng  season.  In  the 
Cargo  water,  Mr.  H.  P.  Lockhart  had  four,  381b., 
171b.,  171b.,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  Mason  Scott,  two,  191b. 
and  211b.;  and  Mr.  Martin,  three,  91b.,  91b.,  and 
171b.  In  the  Crosby  water,  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough,  two, 
291b.  and  171b. ;  Dr.  Crick,  one,  131b. ;  and  Captain 
Broadhurst,  one,  13lb.  In  the  Warwick  Hall  water, 
Mr.  C.  Liddell,  three,  the  heaviest  24lb. ;  and  Mr. 
T.  Y.  Bramwell,  one.  At  Irthing  Foot,  Mr.  Rosen- 
vinge,  three ;  and  Mr.  Rae,  one.    In  the  Eden  Grove 
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water,  Mr.  R.  Carruthers,  two,  171b.  and  201b.  In 
the  association  water  near  Rickerby,  Mr.  R.  Baxter, 
two,  151b.  and  241b.  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Brown,  one,  241b. 
Mr.  T.  Robinson,  one,  on  the  Doctor's  Flat.  Mr.  J. 
Waters,  one,  191b.,  near  Warwick.  Mr.  W.  Pattin- 
son,  one,  241b.,  in  the  Wetheral  Boat  Pool.  Mr. 
W.  Graham,  one,  81b.,  at  Gricadale.  Mr.  Dalton, 
two,  101b.  and  201b.,  at  Brocklewath.  Mr.  R. 
Raine,  two,  281b.  and  141b.,  in  the  Armathwaite 
Castle  water.  The  great  majority  of  the  above 
were  killed  with  spinning  baits,  bnt  Mr.  Slater 
landed  a  very  fine  fish  of  301b.  with  the  fly  in  the 
Armathwaite  Hall  water  just  before  dark  on  the 
last  day. — Silver  Grey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — In  an  interesting 
article  upon  the  fishing  in  Tasmania  I  noticed  a 
reference  to  cormorants  and  their  destruction,  also 
a  footnote  by  our  esteemed  editor  that  it  should  be 
done  more  generally  in  this  country.  It  has  been 
done  for  some  time  at  the  estuary  of  the  Exe  and 
beyond  along  our  Devon  coast,  one  shilling  per  head 
being  given  for  each  one  killed.  Hundreds  have 
been  shot,  and  the  result  has  been  satisfactory, 
but  they  are  still  in  evidence,  as  last  week  from 
Exmouth  Pier  I  saw  nine  together,  and  a  half-dozen 
the  following  day  flying  low  and  puffed  out  with 
fish  food.  Another  grievance  is  the  dogfish  plague. 
This  question  was  discussed  at  Newton  Abbot  last 
week  at  a  meeting  of  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries 
Commission,  and  it  was  recommended  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  should  be  asked 
to  assist  financially  to  participate  in  the  destruction 
of  these  pests.  The  use  of  dynamite  in  the 
destruction  of  fish  was  condemned,  and  it  was 
decided  that  a  deputation  should  wait  upon  Mr. 
A.  B.  Fellowes,  president  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries,  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit 
to  Devonshire  in  January.  Fishing  in  the  Exe  and 
Canal  owing  to  severe  frosts  is  at  'a  standstill, 
and  very  little  sea  fishing  doing,  the  nets  securing 
some  herring  and  sprats  lately.  A  few  pike  have 
been  caught.  Very  severe  frost  now  on. — Red 
Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — The  Lea  Valley  has  been 
visited  by  wintry  weather,  frost  and  fog  being  the 
order,  but  on  November  23  there  was  a  change. 
The  frosts  have  been  so  severe  that  portions  of 
the  natural  river  have  been  frozen  over,  while  the 
canal  "  Broadwaters  "  at  St.  Margaret's  have  been 
a  sheet  of  ice.  Few  anglers  have  been  out,  as  there 
have  also  been  bitterly  cold  winds  to  contend 
against.  Mr.  Taylor,  a  local  angler,  has  managed 
to  kill  some  nice  roach  of  l^lb.,  lib.  2oz.,  and  lib. 
in  the  St.  Margaret's  district,  where  other  roach  and 
a  few  pike  have  also  been  taken.  Sport  appears 
to  have  been  slack  all-round.  Now  the  weeds  have 
received  their  quietus  from  "Jack  Frost,"  we  want 
a  good  push  of  water,  and  then  the  Lea  ought  to 
yield  sport  for  many  anglers. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iingg  and  Arrow  (I<eominneri. — Both  streams 
have  now  run  into  good  order  for  fishing,  being 
clear  and  a  fair  level.  The  cold  frosty  nights,  with 
foggy  mornings,  followed  by  fine  days,  have  been 
suitable  for  fishing,  but  anglers  have  not  cared  to 
venture  out,  and  only  a  few  rods  have  tried  fly, 
maggot,  and  grasshopper.  The  best  time  for 
angling  is  between  11  and  2  o'clock.  Sport  has  not 
been  good;  a  few  fish  have  been  landed  in  nice 
condition.  With  fine  weather  there  is  prospect  of 
lair  sport  in  both  streams.  The  Pinsley  is^clear 
and  in  order. — Gvvynne. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — Jack  still  continue  to 
be  on  the  feed  here  ;  some  very  nice  ones  captured 
since  my  last  report.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ryan,;of  Chisle- 
hurst,  got  some  good  fish,  the  largest  one  just  over 
101b.,  a  very  handsome  fish,  which  they  sent  up  to 
town.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fyson,  of  Luton,  who  have  also 
been  staying  here,  had  five  very  nice  fish.  The  cold 
spell  has  brought  a  nice  lot  of  ducks  up  the  river, 
one  gentleman  got  five  on  Nov  18  before  breakfast, 
so  mixed  sport  can  be  had  here  by  those  who  go  in 
for  it. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (Huntingdon). — There  is  a  slight  improve- 
ment in  the  weather,  but  the  like  remark,  I  regret 
to  say,  does  not  apply  to  the  water  or  the  sport. 
Nothing  of  importance  has  been  done,  the  water 
still  being  exceedingly  clear  and  the  fish  "  dead  off." 

 ChAS.   a.  HflYANT. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  still  clear.  Weeds 
in  abundance.  Still,  despite  these  great  drawbacks, 
there  have  been  some  nice  roach  up  to  1  lb.  Oloz., 
chub  up  to  31b.  lOJoz.,  and  pike  up  to  101b.  taken. 
We  have  had  two  sharp  frosts  this  past  week,  which 
perhaps  may  have  some  beneficial  effects  on  the 
weeds,  but  before  any  really  good  sport  can  be 
expected  we  require  a  general  push  of  water  to  give 
it  that  tinge  so  welcome  to  roach  fishermen. — 

f^DWARD  Cor^LINSON. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  frosty  nights  of  last:  week  have  given 
place  to  foggy  and  muggv  weather  of  a  most 
unpleasant  description.  Sport,  which  was  very 
good  last  week  with  grayling,  is  now  entirely  con- 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  puhUshed  in 


this  pa^er. 

Occasional  Notes    375 

November  Roach  (illus.)    376 

"  Good  Friends  to  the  Angler"   377 

"  Pictures  from  Nature  "  (illus. )   377 

Fly  Tying  at  the  Bristol  and  Clifton  Arts  and 

Crafts  Society's  Exhibition    378 

"  Hafod  Glyn,  and  Other  Poems  "    378 

Boat  and  Carriage  in  One  (illus.)    378 

Fishing  in  British  Columbia    378 

A  Fishing  Holiday  in  Scilly   379 

Tlie  Sea-Fisherman  (illus.)    380 

Where  to  go  for  Pike  and  Perch  Fishing   381 

The  Fisherman    382 

Fly  Fisherman  v.  Sea  Angler    382 

Angling  Scenes  by  Loch  and  Riverside  (illus.)  383 

How  Animals  Sleep    383 

Close  of  Angling  in  South  of  Scotland    387 

Jottings  by  the  Way    ,   388 

Notes  from  the  North    389 

Back-End  of  Season  on  Clwyd  and  El wy      ...  391 


fined  to  pike  and  coarse  fish,  although  a  few  gray- 
ling have  been  taken  on  some  of  the  better  parts  of 
the  Vyrnwy.  At  present  the  outlook  does  not 
promise  much,  as  with  the  barometer  falling  rain 
or  snow  is  generally  expected. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Kivers  ana  Cliicliester  Canal. — The 
weather  during  the  week  has  been  variable,  the 
wind  changing  to  all  points  of  the  compass — frost 
in  the  early  mornings,  with  ice  an  inch  in  thickness, 
then  mild,  bright  days,  ending  in  rain.  Sport  has 
been  indifferent.  The  Cuckmere  was  patronised  by 
Brighton  anglers  on  Nov.  19,  but  the  (record  is 
not  worth  notice.  A  few  pike  were  taken  from 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse,  but  none  over  6  jib. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good  order.  The  pike 
I  mentioned  as  taken  by  Mr.  King  last  week 
weighed  13flb.,  and  was  on  view  at  Byerlys,  East- 
street — a  handsome  fish,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  ihe 
taxidermist.  Mr.  King,  later  in  the  week,  captured 
pikoiof  Gib.  and  5lb.  within  a  few  yards  of  the  spot 
the  larger  one  was  secured.  A  nice  fish  of  71b.  was 
taken  by  a  visitor,  spinning  with  dead  bait,  from 
the  Donnington  Reach  on  Monday.  Bream  up  to 
l^lb.  and  a  few  roach  complete  the  record  of  the 
week. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (laudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good 
order  for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
regular  November,  with  cold  days  followed  by  thick 
fogs  at  night  and  sharp  frosts.  Snow  fell  in  the 
district  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  more  is  expected. 
The  grayling  have  been  feeding  at  midday,  and  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out  and  used  fly,  maggot,  and 
grasshopper.  .Sport  has  not  been  very  good,  but  a 
few  grayling  and  some  roach,  chub,  dace,  and 
perch  have  been  landed  with  maggot.  Pike  are 
now  on  the  feed,  and  sport  has  been  had  with  live- 
bait  in  the  waters  below  the  town.  At  the  end  of 
last  week  one  pike,  61b..  was  taken  by  Mr.  Husk. 
If  the  snow  keeps  off  sport  should  improve.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  ;  a  few 
fish  landed  in  them  this  week. — -S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighhouring 
Biivers. — At  the  time  of  writing,  our  northern 
rivers  are  running  too  high  for  good  grayling  fish- 
ing. The  Tyne  is  running  high  ;  several  rods  have 
been  out.  Mr.  Baxter,  fishing  the  Tyne  at  Cor- 
bridge,  killed  a  good  basket  of  dace  with  maggot. 
Mr.  Young.had  eight  fine  dace  ^from  Wylam  Water 
on  Nov.  17.  Mr.  Brooksbank  and  friend,  fishing 
the  North  Tyne  on  :Nov.  21,  had  fair  sport,  killing 
some  very  large  dace.  Roach  and  dace  are  now  in 
good  condition,  and  anglers  who  are  fond  of  swim- 
ming a  tight  line  can  have  good  sport  on  both  the 
Tyne  and  the  North  Tyne.  The  trout  fishing 
would  be  much  better  if  we  had  less  coarse  fish. — 
Hy.  a.  Murton. 

Wye  andDerwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These  rivers 
are  getting  clear  after  the  recent  heavy  rain,  but  are 
yet  rather  too  high  for  jtiy  fishing.  Only  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out  on  either  stream,  and  these 
have  only  succeeded  in  securing  a  brace  or  two 
from  the  Wye,  and  similar  creels  have  been  taken 
from  the  higher  portions  of  the  Derwent,  by 
fishing  the  heads  and  tails  of  the  streams. 
There  has  also  been  a  few  nice  fish  taken  by 
swimming  the  worm  and  maggot.  Several  anglers 
fishing  at  Whatstandwell  have  secured  a  few  roach 
and  perch.  The  season  is  getting  far  advanced  for 
the  fly,  and  only  on  i  bright  days  is  there  much 
chance  of  getting  a  grayling  or  two,  only  by  using 
Needle  Fly,  Silver  Dun,  Furnace  Fly,  Red  Tag,  and 
Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 


Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  frost  at  present  is  keen  enough 
throughout  Yoredale  and  Swaledale,  consequently 
fly  fishing  for  grayling  has  given  way  to  "  swimming 
the  worm,"  and  the  few  anglers  out  during  the  last 
four  or  five  days  have  met  with  good  sport. 
Mr.  Thompson,  who  for  twenty  years  held  the  post 
of  secretary  to  the  Hawes  and  High  Abbotside 
Angling  Association,  and  who  is  well  known  to 
visitors  as  a  keen  angler  and  a  good  all-round 
sportsman,  has,  with  his  helpmeet,  just  celebrated 
his  golden  wedding,  the  worthy  pair  being  71  and 
69  respectively.  They  are  highly  respected  all 
through  Wensleydale,  and  I  join  with  their  many 
friends  in  wishing  they  may  have  health  and  enjoy 
peace  and  happiness  in  the  eventide  of  their  lives. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  which 
took  place  at  Royal  Station  Hotel,  York,  on  Satur- 
day last,  the  Earl  of  Harewood  presided,  and  there 
were  also  present.  Lord  Deramore,  Mr.  W.  D.  Russell, 
Major  Dent,  Captain  Key,  Mr.  W.  Higgins,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Royston,  Mr.  N.  Dunnington  Jefferson,  Captain  A. 
H.  Brookes  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  secretary. 
Admiral  Walker,  of  Beverley,  having  resigned  his 
position  as  conservator,  Mr.  C.  O.  Hall,  Settrington 
House,  near  Malton,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  D.  Russell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  H.  Higgins.  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones  announced  that 
he  had  received  applications  from  nineteen  clubs  for 
yearling  trout.  Eight  of  these  made  application  last 
year,  but  could  not  be  supplied.  During  the  season 
he  had  obtained  7000  trout,  so  that  he  could  supply 
fourteen  of  the  clubs,  and  he  might  be  able  to  get 
500  more  fish  if  he  applied  to  Welham  for  them. 
Major  Dent  moved,  Mr.  W.  G.  Russell  seconded, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  following  clubs  should 
have  their  grants  of  trout : — Ryburn  A.C.,  Black 
Ox  A.C.,  Bedale  Beck,  Knaresborough  Anglers' 
Club,  KilnseyA.C,  Halifax  Amiable  Brothers'  A.S., 
Armley  A.C.,  Ripon  AC,  Leeds  and  District  Amal- 
gamated Society  of  Anglers,  Keighley  A.C.,  Mr.  W. 
Carter  Platts,  Wharfe,  Nidderdale  A.C.,  Hudders- 
field  A.A.,  Primrose  AC,  and  Bradford  City  A.A. 
Mr.  Royston  asked  if  there  had  been  any  grants  of 
coarse  fish  made.  Mr.  Jones  said  that  there  had 
been  no  applications  made.  They  could  be  sent  in 
for  the  February  meeting,  so  that  they  could  be 
considered.  He  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  been 
considering  that  to  do  any  real  good  on  the  river 
they  should  follow  the  practice  on  the  Canadian 
lakes,  and  have  a  motor  boat  for  the  water  bailiff. 
He  said  he  had  purchased  a  practically  new 
boat  for  £2,  which  was  too  big  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  required,  and  it  would  carry 
a  motor.  He  asked  the  conservators  if  they 
would  care  to  obtain  an  estimate  for  a  motor 
and  have  it  fixed  in  the  boat.  They  would  want 
a  16  or  18  horse  power  motor,  which  would  probably 
cost  about  £100.  It  would  not  be  worked  with 
petrol,  but  with  ordinary  heavy  oil  or  paraffin. 
Captain  Key  said  that  from  his  experience  he  was 
afraid  a  £2  boat  would  soon  be  shaken  to  pieces. 
Mr.  Jones  said  the  boat  was  very  strongly  built,  and 
would  only  require  some  extra  ribs.  It  cost  £25  to 
build,  but  as  it  was  too  big  for  what  it  was  required, 
it  w£i8  sold  for  what  it  would  fetch.  Major  Dent 
suggested  that  the  subject  should  be  put  on  the 
agenda  for  the  next  meeting,  and  this  was  agreed  to. 
In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  a  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been  good 
dui-ing  the  last  few  days.  In  the  district  of  Cover 
Bridge  some  Leeds  anglers  have  been  paying  visits. 
Messrs.  Rothwell,  Hope,  Almond  and  Byron  have 
done  fairly  well  amongst  the  grayling.  In  the 
lower  reaches  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon, 
sport  has  also  improved,  and  some  very  nice 
baskets  have  been  got  by  swimming  the  worm  and 
maggot.  The  River  Wharfe  has  been  in  excellent 
condition,  and  some  excellent  sport  has  been  met 
with.  Some  nice  grayling  have  been  caught  at 
Grassington,  Burnsall,  and  Ilkley.  In  the  lower 
reaches  a  fair  number  of  anglers  turned  out  last 
week-end  at  Harewood,  Woodhall,  CoUingham 
Bridge  and  Boston  Spa.  On  Nov.  18,  Mr.  W. 
Grassham  had  good  sport,  his  basket  containing 
thirty ,  grayling.  Mr.  W.  H.  Grassham  had  also 
fifteen  nice  grayling.  In  the  district  of  Tadcaster  and 
Ulleskelf,  not  many  anglers  have  turned  out,  conse- 
quently there  is  little  or  nothing  to  report  from  this 
district.  The  River  Swale  has  been  in  very  good  con- 
dition and  some  very  nice  sport  amongst  the  grayling 
has  been  met  with.  In  the  upper  reaches  at  Easby 
and  Catterick  Bridge  the  best  baskets  have  been 
caught  with  swimmiugthe  little  red  worm.  The  River 
Nidd  is  now  in  nice  order  for  fly  or  worm,  and 
sport  durmg  the  week  has  been  lairly  good,  the 
best  results  being  met  with  in  the  districts  of 
Knaresboro',  Rudstone  Park,  Walshford  Bridge 
and  Hunsingore.  Some  very  nice  chub  have 
been  caught  with  worm  and  cheese  paste. 
Last  week  end  Mr.  Ingham  had  very  nice 
sport  amongst  the  chub  and  roach.  The 
Leeds  .  Amalgamation  '^of    Anglers    have  started 
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restocking  their  waters  at  Roundhay.  Last  week 
close  upon  500  perch  were  put  into  the  big  lake. 
They  were  a  fine  healthy  lot.  Prospects  for  sport 
at  present  are  good,  and  fine  sport  amongst  the 
grayling  may  be  looked  forward  to. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deverou  (Banffsliire).  —  There  was  experienced 
during  the  past  week  the  first  severe  frost  of  the 
season,  and  inland  the  hills  were  to  be  seen  white 
with  snow.  Little  rain  has  fallen  of  late  and  the 
river  is  falling.  In  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  on 
the  10th — Sheriff  Robertson  on  the  Bench — George 
Simpson,  Meal  and  Sawmiller  Mill,  Turriff,  was 
charged  at  the  instance  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  London,  with  having  contravened  the 
Salmon  Fisheries'  Act,  in  respect  that  on  Sept.  28 
he  took,  or  assisted  in  taking,  from  the  mill 
lode  of  the  Mill  of  Turriff,  in  the  salmon  fishery 
district  of  the  River  Deveron,  sixteen  salmon, 
or  fish  of  the  salmon  kind,  by  means  other 
than  by  rod  and  line  during  the  close  time. 
Alternately  he  was  charged  with  having  had  the 
fish  in  his  possession  at  Turriff  Railway  Station  on 
the  date  libelled.  Accused  pleaded  guilty  on  the 
first  charge,  and  was  represented  by  Mr.  R.  M. 
Williamson,  advocate.  Mr.  Williamson  stated  that 
accused  owned  this  mill,  and  also  a  small  piece  of 
fishing  on  the  River  Deveron  into  which  the  lode 
ran.  He  found  it  was  necessary  to  run  the  lode  dry 
in  order  to  clean  a  footbridge.  This  was  done,  and 
sixteen  sea-trout  were  found  in  the  pools.  He  sent 
them  to  Glasgow  for  sale,  where  the  watchful  eyes 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  came  upon  them.  It 
was  a  first  offence.  The  sheriff — "The  fine  will 
be  £3  and  expenses,  with  the  alternative  of  ten 
days' imprisonment ;  the  fish  to  be  forfeited."  The 
fine  was  paid. — H.  W. 

Island  of  Harris  (Harris  Hotel  Waters). — The 
angling  season  of  1905  in  this  part  of  the  Hebrides 
can  only  be  classified  as  fair  for  sea-trout  and  poor 
for  salmon,  in  spite  of  some  excellent  individual 
catches  recorded  during  the  season.  The  season's 
aggregate  is  as  follows  ; — Season  opened  (first  clean 
run  &h  caught)  on  July  13 ;  last  angler  out  on 
Oct.  13.  Duration  of  season,  thirteen  weeks. 
Maximum  number  of  rods  out  per  day,  nine; 
average  number,  five.  Fifteen  salmon,  weighing 
901b.;  1096  sea-trout,  weighing  730Jlb. ;  grand 
total,  nil  fish,  weighing  820ilb.  In  addition  to 
the  above,  there  were  caught  on  the  private  waters, 
by  parties  staying  at  the  hotel,  410  fish  (sea-trout 
and  salmon),  weighing  3801b.  An  exceptionally 
large  sea- trout  was  got  by  Mr,  Poole  on  Sept.  1, 
weighing  8|lb.  Another  feature  of  the  season  was 
the  excellent  sport  which  the  same  gentleman  had 
with  dry-fly,  a  thing  quite  unprecedented  in  the 
island. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  Spawning  Season. — 
The  floods  have  been  succeeded  by  a  week  of  hard 
frosts,  so  much  so  that  curling  and  skating  are  now 
being  extensively  engaged  in  all  along  Deeside  and 
Don  side.  The  rivers  have  fallen  to  a  nice  size,  and 
the  sharp  touch  of  frost  will  send  the  fish  on  to  the 
redds  with  alacrity.  Frost,  if  not  too  prolonged, 
is  not  inimical  to  a  good  spawning  season.  On  the 
Feugh,  Gairn,  Muick.i  Cluny,,  and  other  larger 
feeders  of  the  Dee,  a  fine  head  of  gravid  fish  are 
well  forward,  and  spawning  operations  in  full 
swing.  On  the  Don  a  splendid  head  of  fish  is  well 
forward,  and  all  the  redds  on  the  main  stream  and 
tributaries  are  being  occupied.  During  the  recent 
floods  several  salmon  were  found  stranded  in  the 
fields  after  the  waters  subsided.  Keepers  and 
others  were  on  the  watch  to  return  them  to  the 
streams  or  burns  as  the  case  may  be,  and  very  few 
were  lost  as  far  as  known.  Several  important 
poaching  cases  were  before  the  Sheriff  at  Aberdeen 
last  week.  Two  millers  in  different  parts  of  the 
county  were  up  for  poaching  in  their  mill-lodes, 
and  fined  pretty  smartly  for  their  pains.  This  is 
always  the  case  when  there  is  a  rush  of  fish  like 
what  was  experienced  at  the  tail  end  of  the  season. 
The  officials  in  charge  of  the  various  hatcheries  in 
the  north  have  been  actively  engaged  during  the 
past  ten  days  collecting  ova  for  their  boxes,  and 
have  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  fuU  complement 
since  the  recent  fill.  A  good  show  of  spawning  fish 
is  also  reported  from  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  Deveron, 
North  and  South  Esks,  etc. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Disappointment  has  again  attended  the  salmon 
angler  in  the  local  waters.  Keen  frost  and  generally 
wintry  conditions  have  been  the  bar  to  success  this 
time.  BoLsiDB.  —  On  Monday  of  last  week 
Major  H.  R.  Davies  caught  one  salmon  of  14Jlb. 
and  a  seartrout  of  2Jlb.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
William  Millar  one  grilse  of  51b.  Miss  Melra  Hay 
one  salmon  of  14 Jib,  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Adeane, 
two  salmon,  141b.  and  18Jlb. ;  and  Colonel  Davies, 
one  14Jlb.  On  Friday,  Mrs.  Davies,  one  181b. ;  and 
Mr.  Scott,  of  Gala,  one  of  101b.  on  Saturday. 
RuTUEiiFOBD  Lodge, — On  Nov.  8,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas, 


one  salmon  of  121b. ;  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas,  two,  20Jlb. 
and  12Jlb.  On  Nov.  9,  Mrs.  W.  Maudsley,  one 
grilse  ot  81b;  Mr.  W.  Maudsley,  one  salmon  of  181b. 
and  Mr.  M.  P.  Luchs  a  grilse  of  8Jlb.  On  Nov.  10 
Mrs.  W.  Maudsley  five  salmon,  ITJlb.,  15lb.,  HJlb., 
141b.  and  131b.  Mr.  W.  H.  Maudsley  two  salmon 
201b.  and  141b.,  and  one  grilse  of  8  Jib.  On  Nov.  11 
Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  two  salmon,  221b.  and  161b.  On 
Nov.  13  Mr.  J.  G.  Walker,  two  salmon,  191b.  and 
161b.  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas  two,  26Jlb.  and  171b. 
On  Nov.  15,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas,  three  salmon, 
211b.,  181b.,  and  181b.,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Walker, 
one  of  171b.  On  Nov.  16  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas,  one 
salmon,  141b.  and  two  grilse,  lOlb.  and  81b.,  and 
Mr.  J.  G.  Walker,  one  salmon,  171b.,  and  one 
grilse,  71b.  On  Nov.  17,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas, 
one  salmon.  21  lb. ;  Mr.  J.  G.  Walker,  two, 
241b.  and  121b.  On  Nov.  18  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas, 
two,  24Jlb.  and  181b. ;  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas, 
one,  njlb.  On  Nov.  20  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas,  one  I81b. 
Makerstoun. —  On  Wednesday,  of  latt  week. 
General  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home  caught  two 
salmon,  131b.  and  111b.,  and  one  grilse,  9lb.  ;  on 
Friday,  two  salmon,  181b.  and  161b.,  and  on 
Saturday,  four  salmon,  151b.,  151b.,  15lb.,  and  14lb., 
and  one  grilse,  81b.  Ednam  Hod.se. —  On 
Thursday  of  last  week,  Mr.  Stewart  caught  two 
salmon  of  16lb.,  and  8lb.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Bennett, 
sea-trout.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Stewart,  one  salmon  of 
lOJlb.,  and  on  Tuesday,  two  salmon,  141b.  and  121b. 
On  the  Teviot  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  Mr.  J. 
Chisholm  had  one  salmon,  19lb.  ;  on  Friday,  Mr. 
Wm.  Forrest,  one  of  16lb.  ;  and  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
J.  Mercer,  one  of  19lb.  On  Tuesday  at  Jacks 
Plumb,  Mr.  J.  Steel,  one  of  141b. ;  and  Mr.  A.  Steel, 
one  grilse  of  61b. — Maxwheel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  generally  has  been  good, 
the  best  takes  being  had  in  the  vicinity  of  Horse 
Island  on  the  ocean  side.  On  Saturday  last  four 
boats  had  the  following  takes,  which  consisted 
principally  of  whiting: — No.  1  boat — 213  fish  ;  No. 
2  boat — 196  fish  ;  No.  3  boat— 154  fish  ;  and  No.  5 
boat — 139  fish.  Pollack  fishing  has  not  yielded 
much  sport  for  some  time  past. — T.  J.  D. 

Barnham-on-Crouch. — The  cold,  strong  north- 
easterly wind  that  blew  on  Nov.  19  was  not  con- 
ducive to  good  sport.  Those  anglers  who  did 
venture  out  in  it  were  not  rewarded  as  they  ought 
to  have  been.  Mr.  W.  Stone  and  friends,  out  in 
the  Volunteer,  had  but  two  score  fish  between  them. 
On  Nov.  20  it  was  a  beautiful  day,  and  Mr.  Harry 
Short  and  friends  caught  some  good  codling  and 
large  dabs.  Master  Cooper,  fishing  by  himself  in 
the  Ness  Hole,  caught  thirty  good  fish  ;  I  saw  him 
haul  in  at  one  time  two  very  good  codling.  To-day 
(Nov.  21)  E.  and  G.  Clarke  had  two  good  strings  of 
codUng,  whiting,  and  dabs ;  they  took  them  on  the 
ebb  tide  in  the  Ness  Hole ;  they  took  only  one 
fish  on  the  flood  tide.  It  is  high  water  here  at 
11.24  a.m.  on  Nov.  26,  and  the  anglers  who  come 
down  on  that  day  will  have  the  whole  of  the  ebb 
tide. — J.  Weight. 

Darrynaue  (co.  Kerry). — Good  sport  is  again 
being  had  at  whiting,  but  very  little  is  being  done 
at  other  fish.  On  one  day  three  anglers  took  376 
whiting,  and  on  another  day  244.  On  Nov.  20,  two 
boats,  each  containing  four  anglers,  had  310  and 
298  whiting  respectively. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Fishing  on  Nov.  16  and  17  was  fairly 
good  with  rod  and  line  with  cod,  codling,  good 
whiting,  and  other  fish.  Nov.  18. — Wind  S.S.E., 
fine,  and  cold.  Decent  takes  of  whiting  and  other 
fish.  Messrs.  H.  H.  Akers  and  R.  Hart  (with  John 
Pardige,  boatman,  in  gaily  punt)  took  five  score 
whiting  and  three  small  codling ;  Mr.  H.  H.  Akers 
captured  a  splendid  pollack,  weighing  141b.  loz. 
Nov.  19. — Strong,  hard  wind  easterly.  Nothing 
worth  mentioning  done.  Nov.  20. — Wind  N.E., 
moderate,  with  low  barometer  readings.  Nothing 
very  particular  to  report.  Nov.  20. — Westerly, 
light  breeze.  Decent  takes  of  fish  landed.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cawley,  out  in  their  motor-boat,  had  the 
pleasure  of  landing  one  cod  of  191b.,  one  of  13Jlb., 
one  of  7ilb,,  two  of  6^1b.,  one  eel  of  4Jlb.,  one  good 
uss  dog,  and  one  score  whiting ;  boatman,  G. 
Bingham.  I  understand  Whatten,  boatman,  out 
with  two  ladies,  captured  six  cod,  weighing  871b., 
beside  other  fish.  One  local  boatman,  one  cod  of 
211b.  and  about  forty  codling ;  another  had  three 
large  cod ;  and  several  others  landed  by  different 
people.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Cohen,  ten 
codfish  (largest  14lb.,  five  over  101b.,  the  others 
much  smaller)  and  ten  whiting.  Mr.  Pratt,  with 
Dick  Riley,  boatman,  one  cod  of  12Jlb.,  five  from 
3  Jib.  to  5lb.,  fourscore  whiting,  and  several  pouting. 
Nov.  22. — Wind  westerly,  fine.  Some  good  takes 
of  fi^h  landed.  Messrs.  Everett  and  Pratt,  sixty 
decent  whiting,  three  cod  ( 1 61b. ,  l^lh.,  and  5Jlb.), 
and  one  eel  of  5lb.    Mr.  Barrow,  two  cod  of  101b. 


each,  a  few  whiting,  and  one  eel  of  31b.  Mr.  Minchin 
and  Mr.  Cohen,  sixty-two  whiting  and  one  eel  of 
about  4lb.  Others  did  fairly  well.  Some  of  the 
local  boatmen  took  from  three  score  to  eight  score 
whiting  besides  some  splendid  cod.  With  favour- 
able weather  prospects  ifor  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society's  Annual  Competition  are  looking  bright. — 
E.  Hanoeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier), — Very  unsettled  weather  pre- 
vailed here  up  till  Tuesday  morning  last,  and  the  f 
pier  was  but  poorly  patronised  during  that  time,  (j 
sport  during  daylight  hours  being  so  poor  as  to  fail  * 
to  attract  any  but  the  most  ardent.  Whiting 
have  been  all  but  absent,  and  the  few  taken 
have,  with  one  or  two  notable  exceptions,  run 
small  and  poor.  Night  hours  have  not  yielded 
badly,  small  codlings  constituting  in  every  case 
the  major  portion  of  the  bags.  On  Nov.  17,  the 
few  rods  present  made  but  poor  returns,  and  the 
following  day  witnessed  no  improvement,  but  on 
both  evenings  the  fish  bit  fairly  well  for  an  hour  or 
two.  A  strong  north-east  gale  on  Nov.  19  thick- 
ened the  water  considerably,  and  the  few  pier  patrons 
who  wetted  their  lines  met  with  little  encourage- 
ment, the  only  two  decent  bags  of  the  day  falling  to 
the  rods  of  Mr.  Wolff  and  Mr.  WaddeU.  Finer  weather 
on  Monday  brought  out  a  goodly  array  of  anglers  of 
both  sexes,  including  Mrs.  Yates,  Mrs.  A.  Dodd, 
Miss  Stevens,  and  Messrs.  Yates,  W.  Dodd,  Inatt, 
Wiggins,  Band,  Welch,  Wolff,  Waddell,  Beaaley, 
DoUand,  Hope-Fellows,  Stevens.  Tress,  Cohen, 
Wickstead,  Dalton,  Fenn,  and  Fardell.  Several 
of  these  members  met  with  fair  success, 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yates 
were  quite  satisfied  with  their  evening  catch. 
Fresh  arrivals  on  Tuesday  were  Mr.  Pierpont, 
Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Dowie,  Mr.  Fryer,  and  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Synge,  together  with  Mrs.  Wicks  and 
her  youthful  son,  but  scarcely  anything  was 
done  by  any  of  them  by  daylight.  Strange 
to  say,  the  fish  did  not  approach  the  shore  in 
any  numbers  after  dark,  and  night  catches  from  the 
pier  were  far  below  recent  averages.  Some  fair 
sport  was  realised  by  a  few  early  sportsmen  on 
Wednesday,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  day  passed 
without  anything  worthy  of  record  being  caught. 
Better  sport  all  round  should  be  obtained  at  the 
week  end  when  the  tides  are  more  suitable. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Gorleston. — Fishing  has  been  very  slow  this 
week  compared  with  last,  when  Mr.  Gostagn 
caught  fourteen  codling  in  one  morning,  and  Mr. 
Stone,  during  the  week,  thirty-two  fish  (eight  of 
them  scaling  471b.).  Personally,  I  had  poor  sport 
for  two  days,  catching  only  seven  codling  and  a 
few  small  whiting.  Mr.  Oakeshott  had  some  fine 
whiting  and  codling  up  to  51b.  The  Gorleston 
Piscatorials  had  a  "  beach "  match  on  Nov.  18, 
when  a  gale  unfortunately  shot  two  wrecks  in  the 
arranged  course.  A  very  nasty  wind  was  blowing, 
and  the  total  catch  was  only  lOlb.  6Joz. — O. 

Herne  Bay. — The  gale  has  now  blown  itself  out, 
and  the  water  is  settling  down  nicely.  Several 
boats  went  down  to  the  rocks  to  day  (Tuesday), 
when  Mr.  Whitchurch  had  several  codling  about 
21b.  each,  and  some  nice  pouting  and  dabs.  Mr. 
Targett  had  about  eight  cod,  the  heaviest  a  well-fed 
fish  of  5^1b.  Mr.  Wheeler  had  a  mixed  catch  of 
codling,  dabs,  and  whiting;  and  Mr.  Fox,  fishing 
off  the  bay,  had  a  capital  catch  of  dabs.  If  this 
weather  holds,  anglers  should  have  good  sport  at 
our  postponed Festival." — Joseph  Gripper.  ^ 

Plyxaonth. — We  are  having  a  cold  snap  of 
weather  during  this  week,  but  the  fishermen  say 
it  is  warmer  on  the  water  than  on  the  piers.  Some 
of  the  Stonehouse  fishermen  have  been  taking  some 
nice  bass  of  about  21b.  and  31b.  weight,  and  the 
smelt  have  shifted  from  the  Cattewater  to  the  h 
Millbay  Docks,  one  rod  taking  twenty-seven  dozen  p 
very  fine  fish.  Herrings  are  getting  very  plentiful, 
and  the  boats  are  coming  in  heavily  laden. 
The  drifters  say  that  as  soon  as  the  fish  are  meshed 
they  are  obliged  to  haul  their  nets,  or  else  the 
dogfish  would  get  at  them  and  play  sad  havoc. 
The  sea  at  time  cf  writing  is  smooth  with  no  wind. 
— William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southwold. — Weather  such  as  we  have  had 
the  last  four  or  five  days,  with  slack  tides,  has 
not  contributed  to  heavy  bags,  and  our  pier  anglers 
have  had  to  be  content  with  codling  of  no  great 
weight,  .  small  whiting,  and  some  flatfish  of  good 
size.  At  present  sprats  are  a  good  way  from 
land,  and  until  they  make  a  nearer  approach 
thereto,  our  big  fish  are  holding  back.  However, 
those  who  can  afford  the  time  to  take  their 
chance  next  week,  should  certainly  be  rewarded. 
As  last  year,  whiting  for  some  reason  or  other 
"came  late  and  left  eaily" — like  Cnarles  Lamb, 
who,  when  reprimanded  for  being  "late  at 
the  Bank,"  added  as  a  set-off — he  "left  early." 
The  water  is  now  a  good  colour  and  fishing  should 
improve.  Thewinnersatto-day's  (Nov.  22)  Pier  Com- 
petition, initiated  by  the  Town  Sea  Anglers'  Club, 
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are  as  follows : — 1.  Mr.  J.  Powditch  ;  2,  Mr.  T. 
Taylor  ;  3,  Mr.  P.  Debney. — Leonard  B.  Wright- 
sox  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waltou-on-Nase. — Rough  weather  at  the  end  of 
last  week  made  fishing  very  slow,  but  things  looked 
brighter  on  Nov.  19,  when  off  pier  Mr.  Houghton 
had  thirteen  good  codling  ;  C.  Woods  also  had  about 
a  dozen.  Mr.  Wightman  and  Messrs.  Wyatt, 
Spinks,  and  Arthur  Coles  have  all  had  a  nice  lot  of 
codling.  Whiting  seem  to  have  deserted  us,  but 
this  seems  to  be  the  best  season  known  for  years 
for  codling.  Later. — G.  Pate  has  had  good  sport 
on  Xov.  21,  eodUng  from  Hlb.  up  to  31b.  Back- 
water fishermen  in  boats  are  doing  fairly  well. 
High  water  here  is  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes 
before  London  Bridge. — J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Though  the  weather 
has  been  aU  that  could  be  desired  sport  has  not 
been  good  in  any  department,  and  only  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out  occasionally. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymoutli. — Angling  for  the  past  week  has 
been  exceedingly  good,  both  from  the  pier  and 
harbour,  and  also  from  boats.  Small  bass,  pollack, 
mullet  and  flounders  are  being  taken  in  the  harbour 
in  large  numbers,  the  average  take  being  about  two 
dozen.  Conger,  pollack  and  codling  are  also  to  be 
had  from  boats,  fishing  round  the  breakwater,  while 
some  bass  have  been  taken  with  the  rod  in  the  Roads, 
using  prawns  as  bait.  Eels  and  flounders  are  to  be 
had  in  the  Backwater,  but  they  run  small.  At 
present,  the  weather  is  none  too  good  for  angling, 
but  taken  aU  round,  sport  is  good. — Chas.  J. 
Russell  (W.A.A.). 


JlssocittUotts,  etc. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £2  lis.  3d.,  Royal  Oak  A.S.  ;  £1  5s., 
Enterprise  A.S.  ;  18s.,  Harlesden  A.S.  ;  and  £23 
on  account  of  Lea  Competition,  per  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff.  •  At  last  meeting  £20  was  voted  in  relief 
of  distressed  members. — W.  H.  B.iVRBER,  9  Hetley- 
road.  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
There  were  some  exceptionally  interesting  items 
on  the  agenda  at  our  meeting  on  Nov.  15.  The 
secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  announced  the  result  of 
the  "  sides  "  match  recentlj'  fished  at  Mario w. 
;\Ir.  Viner's  prize  for  the  best  take  of  fish  was  won 
h)y  Mr.  Metz  with  41b.  2foz.,  and,  on  the  whole, 
the  results  were  satisfactory,  the  total  catch  being 
over  221b.  of  fi.sh.  A  most  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
was,  with  applause,  unanimously  passed  to  Mr.  John 
Kerr,  M.P.,  of  Loudwater  Park,  Rickmansworth, 
for  his  benevolent  support,  and  the  secretary  was 
instructed  to  write  to  him  to  that  effect.  Mr. 
.•\rmitage,  who,  with  Messrs.  Viner,  Rodbur,  and 
A.  R.  Armitage,  had  assisted  in  the  netting  and 
distribution  of  the  fish  on  Nov.  8  and  9,  gave  full 
details  of  the  proceedings  on  those  days,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  a  great  deal  of  hard  work  was 
done  by  all ;  he  and  the  other  members  above- 
named  were  the  recipients  of  suitable  thanks. 
Sundry  matters  of  routine  business  having  been 
transacted,  the  meeting  closed  with  the  usual  vote 
'if  thanks  to  the  chairman.  Several  members  were 
lown  at  Harefield  on  Nov.  19,  but  a  piercing 
north-east  wind  made  angling  anything  but  pleasant, 
and  I  cannot  hear  of  any  results  beyond  a  few 
small  jack  and  roach.  The  usual  Christmas  club 
match  at  Harefield  will  take  place  on  Dec.  3. — E.  B. 

City  oe  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  Nov.  21, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  Walter  Mcintosh,  was  mainly 
devoted  to  the  microscope  in  connection  with 
aquatic  life.  There  were  a  large  number  of  instru- 
ments, and  slides  innumerable  of  most  interesting 
nature.  Fishing  reports  were  few  ;  Mr.  Hurren,  at 
Dagenham,  Mr.  Gilbert,  at  Wraysbury,  and  Messrs. 
Salisbury  and  Higgs,  at  Hertford,  having  the  same 
negative  luok.  However,  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin  was 
somewhat  successful  at  Datchot,  taking  nine  very 
decent  roach,  whilst  at  Twickenham,  fishing  with 
Bob  Spong,  his  basket  consisted  of  eleven  bream, 
up  to  2Jlb.,  one  very  good  dace,  and  one  roach  ; 
Mr.  Merritt,  at  Elstreo,  also  having  sport,  taking 
jack  up  to  41b.  or  over,  and  being  Isrokon  up  by  a 
big  one.  The  greater  part  of  the  evening  was 
taken  up  with  the  examination'of  the  microscopical 
objects,  many  of  great-  beauty,  which  Messrs. 
Bentloy,  Bowtell,  and  Steward  (of  Gracechurch 
street)  provided  in  great  abundance ;  however, 
tirno  was  foimd  to  elect  a  new  member,  also  to 
pass  a  hearty  vote  of  thank.s  to  the  chairman  for 
presentation  of  a  hand.fomo  volume  to  the  library. 
A  S£k1  incident  in  the  proceedings,  however,  was 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Davison,  informing 
the  meeting  of  the  death,  on  Nov.  19,  of  our  esteemed 
late  fellow  member,  Mr.  James  Bellamy,  of  St- 


Margaret's,  Twickenham ;  in  connection  therewith 
a  letter  of  condolence  to  the  late  gentleman's 
family  was  at  once  written,  and  arrangements  made 
for  representation  of  the  society  at  the  interment. 
The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. 
Will  members  kindly  note  that  there  will  be  a  pike 
and  porch  competition  on  Tuesday  next  (Nov.  28)  ; 
also  that  Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez  has  kindly  consented 
to  read  a  paper  on  Dec.  19.  It  is  further  rumoured 
that  the  handsome  cup  offered  for  trout  not  having 
been  taken,  it  is  likely  to  be  awarded  (with  the 
donor's  consent)  for  the  best  pike  taken  during 
the  current  season. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  fog  fiend  spoiled  the  attendance  at  the 
meeting  on  Nov.  21,  over  which  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan 
presided.  This  was  very  unfortunate,  as  Mr.  Mark 
Davies  read  a  paper  written  by  Mr.  F.  R.  Ohlson 
and  delivered  by  him  before  the  society  on  March, 
1886.  The  paper  was  entitled  "  Sea  Fishing,"  but 
it  might  have  been  called  "  To  the  Antipodes  and 
Back  in  Search  of  Health,"  for  it  was  really  an 
account  of  such  a  voyage,  and  the  search  was  not 
in  vain,  for  Mr.  Ohlson  is  still  with  us,  and  enjoys 
most  robust  health,  whether  as  the  direct  result  of 
having  taken  this  particular  voyage,  or  because  he 
follows  with  assiduity  the  gentle  art,  probably 
something  of  each.  That  he,  as  an  angler,  should 
take  such  a  journey  and  not  fish  was  highly  impro- 
bable, and  the  reading  shows  how  his  angling  was 
done,  and  what  varieties  of  fish  were  caught,  with 
other  moving  incidents  too  numerous  to  mention. 
To  most  of  the  members  met  together  that  night 
the  paper  was  quite  new,  and  the  reading  was  en- 
joyed, justice  being  done  to  it  at  Mr.  Davies'  hands. 
Mr.  Davies  was  accorded  the  hearty  thanks  of  the 
meeting  for  his  kindness.  Fishing  reports  were 
scarce,  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  and  Mr.  Zerfass  being  the 
only  members  to  report  catches.  Mr.  Gray  took  a 
number  of  pike  from  Kelvedon,  the  largest  weighing 

121b.,  and  Mr.  Zerfass  eight  from  private  water, 
none  of  which,  however,  were  very  large.  The 
usual  toast  and  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought  a 

very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

On  Nov.  22  the  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruf?' 
occupying  the  chair.  Several  members  gave  reports 
and  fishing  experiences,  and  bore  evidence  to  the 
interruption  of  sport  caused  by  last  week's  bad 
weather.  Mr.  G.  Wliitbread  has  recorded  some 
decent  chub,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Rayner  reported  having 
taken  some  chub  and  grayling.  The  weekly  tele- 
gram from  our  Barford  Fishery  states  that  the 
water  is  now  in  good  condition  for  fishing.  Mr.  A. 
Ellis  Forbes  opened  a  discu-ssion  on  "  Tight  Line 
versus  Running  Tackle,"  and  a  most  interesting 
evening  was  spent  discussing  the  different  methods 
of  fishing,  and  the  majority  of  members  gave  their 
vote  in  favour  of  running  tackle  for  the  capture  of 
specimen  fish. — G.  R. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Colonel  Graham  Gordon  was  chairman  of  the 
meeting  on  Nov.  20,  when  members  were  treated 
to  a  splendid  display  of  fish  exhibited  by  the  vice- 
president,  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  taken  in  the  Avon  by 
Christchurch.  There  were  three  chub,  one  scaling 
41b.  IJoz.,  and  three  roach,  one  of  which  was  a 
magnificent  specimen  of  21b.  2oz.  Mr.  Walker 
expressed  his  intention  of  having  the  latter  stuffed 
and  presenting  it  to  the  society.  He  was  con- 
gratulated on  his  sport  and  warmly  thanked  for 
the  gift,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  accorded  to 
him.  Mr.  Forster  Hardy's  salmon  fishing  on  the 
Tweed  was  spoiled,  the  river  being  in  flood.  He 
killed  no  fish,  but  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  landed  two, 
weighing  161b.  apiece,  and  one  weighing  121b. 
With  grayling  several  members  had  done  well  on 
the  Itchen.  Sir.  H.  H.  Brown  had  four  and  a  half 
brace  on  the  Witch,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  four  brace 
on  a  fancy  fly  with  red  macaw  body.  Mr.  R.  C. 
Blundell  and  F.  Ward  had  grayling,  too.  The  House 
Dinner  on  Monday  next  (Nov.  27)  is  at  7  for  7.30 
punctually.  The  musical  entertainment  will  be 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Barclay  Gammon. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society. 

A  good  muster  of  members  took  part  in  the 
punt  outing  at  Twickenham  on  Nov.  19.  Although 
the  takes  of  fish  were  not  large,  a  very  enjoyable 
day  was  spent.  The  members  were  formed  into 
two  sides,  captained  by  the  president,  Mr.  F. 
Brink  and  the  vice-president,  Mr.  F.  W.  Penfold, 
and  the  conditions  of  tho  outing  were  that  the 
winning  side  should  be  entertained  by  the  losing 
side  at  a  supper,  which  takes  place  next  Tuesday 
(Nov.  28)  at  7.30  p.m.  The  results  at  the  end  of 
the  day  proved  that  the  president's  side  had  scored 


over  the  vice-president's.  Tho  following  members 
weighed  in  on  Mr.  F.  Brink's  side,  Messrs.  W.  Hase, 
S.  Fresco,  F.  Brink,  H.  Phillips,  and  A.  Saalfeld. 
Messrs.  F.  J.  Williams  and  R.  Tree  were  successful 
on  Mr.  F.  W.  Penfold's  side.  There  were  also 
four  prizes  which  wore  competed  for,  they  Vieing 
taken  in  tho  following  order  : — Mr.  W.  Hase  first, 
Mr.  F.  J.  Williams  second,  Mr.  S.  Fresco  third,  and 
Mr.  F.  Brink  fourth.— W.  H. 


CLOSE  OF  ANGLING  IN  SOUTH  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Urr  in  Kirkcudbright- 
shire, which  closes  its  waters  on  the  30th  inst., 
all  the  Borddr  rivers  have  ended  their  angling  for 
the  season.  The  Annan  closed  on  Wednesday  night 
(Nov.  15)  of  last  week,  and  the  Dumfries  Nith  on 
the  previous  evening. 

On  Feb.  25  the  Border  waters  opened  for  rod- 
fishing,  but  very  few  spring  salmon  were  taken  by 
the  rods.  An  odd  one  or  two  were  caught  in  the 
Aiman  in  the  opening  weeks.  There  is  only  one 
river  in  the  Solway  that  may  be  classed  as  a  spring 
salmon  river,  namely,  the  Carlisle  Eden.  Sea- 
trout  in  the  Annan  and  Dumfries  Nith  made  a 
capital  show  by  the  end  of  June,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing months  some  fine  sport  was  had  during 
windy  days,  as  also  with  the  night  fly.  The  best 
sea-trout  taken  in  any  of  the  rivers  fell  to  the  rod 
of  Mr.  W.  Wright,  Ednam,  Annan,  a  trout  of  6^1b. 
Grilse  were  a  complete  failure  in  all  the  rivers  of 
the  firth.  The  season  for  herling  was  a  fairly  good 
one,  though  the  best  baskets  were  caught  with  fly 
after  nightfall.  The  long  dry  summer  proved  most 
disappointing  for  the  run  of  autumn  salmon,  so 
that  they  were  unusvially  late  in  migrating.  There 
were  no  scouring  floods  from  early  in  May  until  a 
week  or  two  before  the  rivers  closed  down.  In 
the  lower  Annan  a  total  of  fifteen  salmon  were 
landed  during  the  back-end  against  a  total  of 
only  four  in  1904. 

In  the  Mount  Annan  Water^tha  fly  was  more 
deadly  than  the  minnow,  though  the  spoon 
accounted  for  some  of  271b.,  251b.,  201b.,  etc.  The 
heaviest  salmon  of  the  season  that  was  caught  in 
any  of  the  Solway  rivers  was  taken  in  the  Mount 
Annan  water  by  Mr.  Andrew  Bell  with  fly,  and 
weighed  361b.  In  the  extreme  upper  waters  there 
was  practically  no  salmon  fishing  this  season, 
owing  to  want  of  water.  The  Nith  in  its  upper 
reaches  suffered  through  the  same  cause.  In  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  as  also  the  Dee  of  Kirkcud- 
brightshire, the  salmon  angling  was  a  faihu-e,  even 
on  the  best  beats  of  these  rivers.  There  was, 
however,  some  fairly  good  trout  fishing  in  the 
latter  part  of  summer. 

Among  the  catches  in  the  Arman  on  the  three 
closing  days  of  the  season  were  the  following  : — 
In  the  Four  Towns  waters,  on  Nov.  13,  Mr.  B. 
Little,  Edmburgh,  had  a  nice  salmon  of  101b.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Palmer,  Greenhill  Village,  took  one  of  161b  ; 
and  Mr.  George  Gardiner,  Bridge-street,  Lockerbie, 
landed  one  of  101b.  On  Nov.  14  the  latter  gentle- 
man was  fortunate  in  landing  an  extra  fine  salmon 
which  weighed  34lb.  Its  measurements  were  3ft.  Sin. 
in  length  and  2ft.  in  girth.  On  the  same  day  Mr. 
A.  McLean,  High-street,  Lockerbie,  caught  one  of 
171b.  On  the  closing  day  Mr.  Smailie,  Lockerbie, 
landed  one  of  201b.,  and  Mr.  G.  Jenkinson,  Lockerbie, 
had  one  of  251b.  Mr.  James  Jardine,  Main's 
Buildings,  took  one  of  131b.  Several  of  these  fish 
were  caught  with  wormbait.  In  the  lower  end  of 
Warmanbie  stream  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  one  of 
221b.  ;  Mr.  Laurie  on?  of  about  161b.  below  Annan 
bridge,  while  he  hooked  and  lost  another  larger 
fish.  Mr.  W.  Wright  landed  one  of  between  81b. 
and  91b.  on  Nov.  15,  and  one  on  Nov.  13  of  231b. 
In  Castlemilk  water  Mr.  Wilson,  \Miitecairn,  caught 
one  of  1 81b.  below  Kirkwood.  The  keeper,  T. 
Reid,  had  one  in  Hoddom  Castle  water  on  the 
closing  day,  and  the  keeper,  Dalziel,  had  one  of 
ISlb.  on  the  previous  day.  In  the  upper  waters 
several  fish  fell  to  the  rods  on  the  last  three  days. 
Nov.  15  was  a  remarkable  one  for  fish  rising  short 
to  the  fly,  and  in  the  most  of  cases  the  fish  were 
lost.  In  the  higher  Nith  on  Nov.  13,  Mr.  J.  Wilson, 
Keir  Mill,  landed  one  in  the  Thornhill  Association 
water  which  weighed  16ilb.,  and  was  taken  with  a 
small  gled  fly.  Mr.  Thomson  landed  one  near  the 
railway  bridge  of  Portrack  with  John  Jackson's 
Special  fly.  In  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie,  on  Nov. 
18,  Mr.  Swanson  killed  a  nice  fish  of  IGlb.  on  the 
Munches  water.  The  weather  is  again  very  bright, 
and  the  hard  frost  is  against  sport  on  the  Urr 
this  week.  Heatherbell. 
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When  the  hours  flew  brightly  by 
And  not  a  cloud  obscured  the  sky. 

Thy  grace  did  guide  to  Thee  : 
Now,  when  storms  and  clouds  o'ercast 
Darkly  my  present  and  my  past. 
Let  my  Future  radiant  be,  with  thought  of  Thee. 

— E.  B.  Browning. 


More  Trout  i^or  the  Thames  in  the  Reading 
District. 

Last  Tuesday  three  hundred  very  handsome 
trout  {Salmo  fario),  averaging  ^Ib.  in  weight,  were 
carefully  placed  in  the  Thames  in  the  Reading 
district,  having  been  purchased,  for  restocking  pur- 
poses, by  the  committee  of  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Preservation  Association.  The  fish,  which 
were  in  splendid  health  and  condition,  were  par- 
chased  from  the  famous  Hyde  End  Fishery  at 
Brimpton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Gray  and  Capt.  Morse),  and 
were  received  on  their  arrival  at  the  G.W.R.  station 
at  10  a.m.  by  Mr.  Fredk.  Brown,  V.P.,  Mr.  Arthur 
C.  Butler,  V. P.,  Mr.  W.  Slade  Hawkins,  hon.  secre- 
tary, Mr.  T.  Mackrill,  and  Mr.  J.  Kersey,  members 
of  the  Association,  and  bailiffs  Rush  and  Howes. 
They  were  quickly  transferred,  at  Caversham  Lock, 
to  the  distributing  punts — one  of  which  went  up 
stream  in  charge  of  Mr.  Mackrill,  and  the  other 
down  the  Thames,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, each  selecting  suitable  spots  in  which  to  place 
the  trout,  and  being  rewarded  by  seeing  them  at 
once  take  up  their  new  quarters,  and,  in  many  cases, 
begin  vigorously  to  look  out  for  and  take  food. 
Such  good  work  as  this,  which  has  been  carried  on 
now  for  nearly  thirty  years,  entitles  the  Reading 
Association  to  a  wider  support  in  the  way  of  sub- 
scriptions than  it  receives. 


Mr.  Thomas  Redford,  hon.  sec,  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association,  sends  the  following  sad 
news  : — "  Northern  anglers  will  hear  with  regret  of 
the  sudden  death  of  the  late  president  of  the 
association,  Mr.  Edwin  Evans,  of  Crewe,  from 
heart  failure,  after  one  day's  illness.  He  had  done 
much  towards  bringing  the  Crewe  centre  up  to  its 
present  membership  (858),  whilst  his  genial  manner 
in  the  chair  of  the  association,  and  his  valuable 
services  in  many  ways,  had  endeared  him  to  a  large 
number  of  the  angling  fraternity."  [Southern 
anglers  will  also  share  the  regret.] 


Sea  Angling  Festivals. 

As  announced  last  week,  the  rough  weather  was 
the  cause  of  the  postponement  of  the  Folkestone 
Sea  Angling  Festival  to  Dec.  2,  3,  and  4  for  pier, 
and  Dec.  8,  9,  and  10  for  boats,  when  a  goodly 
muster  is  anticipated. 

***** 

Then  the  Herne  Bay  Angling  Festival,  which 
should  have  taken  place  on  Nov.  18,  19,  and  20, 
was,  owing  to  the  same  cause  as  the  Folkestone, 
postponed. 

***** 

The  Deal  Boat  Competition  will  take  place  on 
Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  Nov.  24,  25,  and  26. 
The  entries  are  very  numerous. 

***** 

A  glance  at  page  390  will  show  that  the  Deal 
and  District  Angling  Association  hold  their 
annual  "  Open  "  Competition  from  the  Pier  on 
Nov.  30  and  Dec.  1,  and  from  boats  on  Deo.  3. 
A  very  large  number  of  piiz^is  are  to  be  fished 
for,  and  considering  that  all  members  of  bond- 
fide  angling  clubs  are  eligible  to  compete,  a 
very  large  muster  is  expected.  By  the  way,  this 
up-to-date  though  newly  -  formed  sea  angling 
society  will  give  a  grand  concert  on  Saturday  • 
evening,  Nov.  25,  to  which  all  are  invited. 


There  was  a  large  and  influential  meeting  of  the 
B.S  A.S.  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday  evening, 
when  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (''John  Bickerdyke")  opened 
an  extremely  interesting  discussion  on  "  The  Possi- 
bility of  Forming  a  Neptune  Club."  A  full  account 
is  held  over  until  next  week,  as  the  report  arrived 
too  lato  for  insertion.  On  Wednesday  evening  next 
Mr.  E.  J.  Holbrow  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Practical 
Taxidermy." 


I  hear  from  Mr.  W.  G.  Monnery  that  some  fair 
sport  is  being  had  at  St.  Margaret's  Bay.  He  says  : 
"  The  sprats  are  arriving  in  large  numbers,"  which 
means,  I  suppose,  that  the  cod  and  codling  will 
follow. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  22,  Messrs,  A.  W. 
Gamage,  Ltd.,  Holborn,  gave  a  "Complimentary  " 
Dinner  at  the  King's  Hall,  Holborn  Restaurant, 
to  celebrate  the  opening  of  new  premises  and 
Christmas  Bazaar.  It  was  ray  good  fortune  last 
Chriatmastide  to  "stroll,"  or,  rather,  push 'my 
way,  among  the  crowds  who  visited  this 
veritable  "  Shoppers'  Paradise."  To  attempt  to 
enumerate  the  wonderful  list  of  articles  on  sale, 
not  only  for  the  festive  season,  but  all  the  year 
round,  would  fill  a  whole  edition  of  the  Fishing 
Oazelte.  The  new  "  wing  "  is  as  large  as  the  old  one, 
and  I  must  spend  a  few  more  hours  in  this  wonderful 
emporium  before  I  can  do  justice  to  the  leading 
spirits  of  "  Gamage' 8."  Call  or  write  for  a  catalogue. 
*    -         *  *  *  * 

By  the  way,  the  dinner,  or,  rather,  banquet,  vras 
one  of  the  choicest  ever  held  in  the  renowned 
Holborn  Restaurant.  The  menu  was  a  dream — yet 
no  ;  it  was  a  reality.  The  chairman  was  Mr.  A.  W. 
Gamage,  Messrs.  J.  Dunn,  W.  A.  Vincent,  and 
J.  S.  Parker,  vice-chairmen.  The  toasts  were  ably 
proposed  and  responded  to,  the  programme  of  music 
of  the  very  best,  and  during  dinner  the  band  of 
H.M.  Coldstream  Guards  gave  some  excellent 
selections. 


The  *'  demon  "  fog  was  responsible  for  a  com- 
paratively small  attendance  at  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorials  "  Microscopic "  evening  on  Tuesday, 
but  those  who  found  their  way  to  the  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  were  well  repaid  by  the  entertainment 
provided  by  Hon.  Secretary  Bentley.  It  was 
indeed  a  splendid  show,  and  the  vote  of  thanks 
he  received  was  well  deserved. 


Sand  Castles. 
At  midnight,  when  the  moon  is  bright. 
And  everybody  out  of  sight. 
The  beach  is  filled  with  little  folk. 
Who  think  it  a  tremendous  joke 
To  occupy  the  forts  so  grand 
The  children  fashioned  out  of  sand. 
The  snails  are  set  on  guard,  for  fear 
Some  mortal  might  approach  too  near. 
And  then  the  revelry  begins  : 
The  fishes  spread  their  shining  fins. 
And,  standing  upright,  glide  along 
To  join  the  merry-making  throng. 
The  music  from  the  Cricket  Band, 
By  far  the  best  in  Fairy  Land, 
Accompanies  the  sprightly  dance. 
And  moonbeams,  shimmering,  enhance 
The  beauty  of  the  creatures  fair. 
Who  gaily,  madly  revel  there. 
But  hush !  a  sound  of  heavy  feet. 
And  noiselessly,  with  motions  fleet. 
The  merry  dancers  disappear. 
For  Mr.  Boogy  Man  is  near. 
With  one  great  stride  he  soon  destroys 
The  scene  of  many  earthly  joys. 
And  when  the  children  come  next  day. 
They'll  find  their  forts  all  swept  away. 
But  gorgeous  new  ones  soon  they'll  make 
For  all  the  little  fairies'  sake. 

— The  Delineator. 


The  November-December  part  of  Amusement, 
a  journal  devoted  to  recreation  and  instruction, 
is  well  up  to  the  standard  of  former  issues.  The 
poetic  reader  will  find  much  to  admire  in  the 
'•  Royal  Acrostic — Edward  VII.,"  "  London  Trees," 
etc.,  and  concert  lovers  will  be  delighted  with  the 
illustrated  articles  on  platform  celebrities.  The 
magazine,  ably  edited  by  Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  is  pub- 
lished by  the  Press  Bureau,  7,  Whitefriars-street, 
E.C.    The  price  is  sixpence. 


"  'Ave  you  sich  a  thing  as  a  sole  in  the  place  ?  " 
asked  the  tall,  thin,  ancient  spinster  of  the  rather 
vulgar  tradesman.  "  Never  see  a  sole  in  a  plaice 
in  all  my  born  days,"  said  the  man.  And  still  the 
traffic  went  down  the  street. — Amusement. 


The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Shooting  Times 
appears  in  an  attractive  green  cover,  and  its  contents 
are  as  varied  and  exciting  as  any  enthusiastic 
Nimrod  can  desire.  All  the  articles  are  contributed 
by  practical  shooting  men,  anglers,  and  naturalists, 
who  know  what  they  are  writing  about,  and  the 
illustrations  are  very  numerous  and  well  executed. 
Amongst  the  many  articles  are  "Through  Calm 
and  Storm,"  "  On  the  Irish  Coast,"  "A  Christmas 
Wolf-Shoot,"  "  Wildfowling  Within  an  Hour  of 
London,"  "Wildfowling  Grounds  Anew,"  "A 
Corner  in  Cats,"  "Bog-trotting  in  Ireland,"  "A 
Lesson  in  Camping-out,"  "  A  Prehistoric  Angling 
Match,"  "Early  Morning  on  the  Saltings,"  "  Thy- 
mallus  the  Tantaliser,"  "  A  Professional  Punt-gun- 
ner and  His  Work,"  "  The  Evening  Flight,"  "  The 
Windhurst  Shooting  Party,"  "  Sea-Fishing  with  Rod 


and  Line,"  "  A  Wild  Goose  Chase,"  "  Keepers'  Night 
Dogs,"  "An  Eventful  Day  on  the  Shore,"  "A 
Boating  Incident,"  "  Cliven,  the  Nature-lover," 
"  A  July  Day  on  a  Northern  Stream,"  "  A  Tale  of 
Two  Woodcock,"  "Smuggling  Yarns  told  to  a 
Wildfowler."  "  A  '  Freshet '  or  '  Spate '  in  the  Vaal 
River,"  "  Rough  Shooting  on  a  Small  Island," 
"  Don't,"  etc.,  etc.  I  hope  to  refer  to  this  charming 
Christmas  Budget  in  our  next  issue.  The  price  of 
the  publication  is  6d.  (post  free,  8d.),  and  the 
publishing  .  office  is  at  72-76,  Temple-chambers, 
London,  E.C. 


A  Rock  Boring  Shellfish. 
One  of  the  most  curious  of  the  many  remarkable 
forms  of  marine  life  is  a  species  of  mollusc  called 
the  razorshell,  which  can  excavate  holes  in  solid 
rocks,  says  the  St.  Louis  Republic.  This  creature 
has  no  English  name.  Its  Latin  name  is  pholas. 
It  is  found  in  widely  separated  regions  of  the  earth, 
but  is  most  plentiful  on  the  Mediterranean  coast, 
where  limestone  abounds.  It  is  frequently  met 
with  on  the  coast  of  Italy,  where  whole  limestone 
beaches  are  honeycombed  with  their  holes.  It  is 
still  a  disputed  point  among  naturalists  as  to  how 
this  boring  is  effected.  Some  think  that  the  mol- 
lusc ser;rete8  some  acid  which  softens  the  limestone, 
bub  others  think  that  the  holes  are  bored  by  the 
simple  mechanical  process  of  grinding.  The  pre- 
ponderance of  opinion  appears  to  lie  with  the 
latter  view  at  present,  yet  it  is  said  that  no  one 
has  yet  been  able  to  catch  the  pholas  at  work. 


A  Tramp's  Affection  for  His  Dog. 
Patrick.  Ryan,  a  tramp,  tried  to  steal  a  ride  to 
Bristol  on  a  Highland  division  freight  train  recently, 
says  a  Waterbury,  Conn.,  press  correspondent.  In 
his  arms  he  carried  a  fox  terrier  puppy,  whose  white 
coat  was  as  immaculate  as  Ryan's  garments  were 
slovenly.  "  Oh,  let  me  and  the  pup  ride,"  pleaded 
Ryan  from  the  bumpers  when  the  brakeman 
discovered  the  pair.  "  We're  mighty  tired,  and  the 
pup  ain't  feeling  right."  The  brakeman  let  them 
alone.  Half  way  to  Bristol  the  motion  of  the  train 
made  the  terrier  ill.  He  licked  Ryan's  grimy  hand 
and  whined  piteously.  "All  right,  dogiums,"  said 
Ryan ;  "  if  you  can't  stand  it  we'll  get  oft." 
*  *  *  *  * 

Ryan  edged  his  way  out  to  the  end  of  the  brake- 
beam,  holding  the  terrier  carefully  in  his  arms. 
Then  as  the  train  slowed  at  the  Terryville  switch 
he  leaned  far  down  toward  the  ground  and  dropped 
the  little  animal  on  a  spot  of  grass.  The  terrier 
yelped  in  fear.  "  It's  all  right,  I'm  comin',"  cried 
Ryan,  and  leaped.  His  foot  slipped,  caught  in  the 
brake  ladder,  and  he  pitched  under  the  wheels. 
When  they  picked  Ryan  up  his  right  arm  was  cut 
off,  his  left  leg  crushed,  and  his  head  a  mass  of 
bruises.  The  terrier  crouched  beside  him  licking 
his  battered  face.  The  tramp  is  dying  at  the 
Waterbury  hospital.  He  regained  consciousness  for 
a  moment.  "  Has  anyone  remembered  to  feed  the 
little  dog  ?  "  he  asked. 


Fishing  with  Leather  Squid. 
Necessity  seems  to  have  been  the  mother  of 
invention  in  the  case  of  the  Canso,  N.S.,  fishermen 
this  season  (says  the  American  Fishing  Gazette). 
Pollack  was  plenty  but  bait  scarce,  and  so  an 
imitation  squid  was  made  of  leather,  and  by  its  use 
the  boats  brought  in  from  20001b.  to  30001b.  of 
pollack  per  day.  These  leather  squids  are  made  by 
the  fishermen  themselves,  who  buy  their  leather  of 
a  nearby  shoemaker  or  harness  maker.  A  description 
of  the  iiew  form  of  bait  is  given  as  follows  :  The 
leather  is  made  very  much  in  the  shape  of  a  squid 
and  about  the  same  length,  and  being  of  untanned 
leather  is  not  unlike  a  squid  in  colour.  The  hook 
is  hid  inside  the  peculiar  shaped  tail  of  the  leather 
squid,  which  at  that  point  is  shaped  just  like  a 
squid.  In  fact,  it  is  all  over  a  good  imitation  of  the 
real  squid,  and  the  wonder  is  not  so  much  that  the 
pollack  is  fooled  as  that  such  a  contrivance  was  not 
thought  of  long  ago.  The  imitation  leather  squid  is 
about  the  same  length  and  thickness  as  the  living 
squid,  and  any  person  who  has  ever  seen  a  live  squid 
can  make  an  imitation  leather  one. 


Lake  of  Salt  and  Fresh  Water. 
Selawik  is  a  curious  lake  near  the  sea  coast  of 
Alaska.  Tides  rise  and  fall  in  the  lake  by  reason  of 
an  underground  connection  with  the  sea,  and  while 
at  the  bottom  the  water  is  quite  salt,  there  is  at  the 
top  a  layer  of  perfectly  fresh  water. 


"  I  suppose,"  said  the  friend  of  the  family,  "  you 
will  go  into  business  and  live  up  to  your  father's 
reputation  ?  "  "  Not  me,"  replied  the  son  of  the 
multi-millionaire  beef  packer.  "I  shall  go  into 
society  and  try  to  live  it  down."  Dragnet. 
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pFovineial  flugliflg  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thwrsday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Just  after  my  not«s  were  sent  on  last  week  we 
had  another  change  in  the  weather.  A  slight  fall  of 
snow  and  frost  has  done  much  to  dry  up  the  ground 
from  the  recent  rains.  On  Monday  in  the  outlying 
districts  we  had  very  heavy  fogs,  but  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  it  has  been  a  little  brighter.  All 
our  local  rivers  are  now  in  good  condition,  but  for 
what  time  they  will  remain  so  is  hard  to  tell,  as 
ev-ery  hour  maj'  bring  about  another  change.  The 
Han'dsworth  Lion  A.S.  held  their  annual  smoking 
concert  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel.  A  first-class  array  of 
local  talent  put  in  an  appearance  and  the  concert 
was  well  attended.  Close  upon  two  hundred  tickets 
were  disposed  of,  independent  of  the  many  taken  at 
the  door,  which  means  that  the  prize  fvmd  next 
year  will  be  considerably  augmented.  A  large  firm 
of  bootmakers  in  the  Soho-road,  Handsworth, 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  six  or  seven  good  societies, 
on  Saturday  last  posted  in  their  window  a  large  bill 
to  the  effect  that  they  were  pleased  to  offer  a  pair 
of  fishing  boots  to  any  member  of  any  Handsworth 
club  attached  to  the  Birmingham  Association  who 
succeeded  in  taking  the  largest  pike  from  any 
water  from  Nov.  16  to  Dec.  28  next.  Pike  fishing 
on  the  Avon  has  been  fair.  Evesham  has  been 
fished.  The  best  fish  taken  during  the  week  has 
been  one  of  about  151b.  Bream  and  roach  are 
quiet.  A  special  dinner  was  arranged  to  celebrate 
the  winning  of  the  Association  Challenge  Cup  at  the 
last  great  annual  contest  by  Mr.  H.  Gilberthorp. 
The  dinner  took  place  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  the  headquarters  of  the  City  Club,  to  which 
the  winner  belongs.  A  jovial  evening  was  spent, 
and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the  winner  came  in 
for  good  wishes  from  all.  Some  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  Clubs  in  Walsall  are  going 
strong.  I  had  a  look  in  at  the  King  Edward  Club- 
house on  Tuesday  evening  last,  and  the  host  informed 
me  that  the  club  had  a  big  future  in  front  of  them 
for  1906. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  conditions  for  roach  fishing  have  vastly 
improved  ;  in  fact,  the  waters  just  now  are  in  the 
very  pink  of  condition  for  the  prosecution  of  this 
branch  of  sport.  There  have  not,  however,  been 
many  rods  at  work  recently,  the  cold  weather 
having  kept  anglers  away.  The  best  bags  have 
been  obtained  in  the  Chapel  Hill  district,  especially 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  confluence  of  the 
Sleaford  Canal.  Some  fish  which  have  been  taken 
hereabouts  have  weighed  upwards  of  1  lb.  each 
The  worm  has  been  by  far  the  most  reliable  bait  ; 
in  fact,  the  employment  of  others  has  not  led  to 
the  achievement  of  much  success.  A  few  tidy 
baskets  have  been  secured  in  the  Tattershall 
district,  but  under  the  present  circumstances  the 
Chapel  Hill  waters  are  by  far  and  away  the  best. 
On  occasions  perch  have  offered  satisfactory  sport. 
One  of  the  best  for  enumeration  was  killed  on  the 
Forty-foot  in  Haceonby  Fen  on  Nov.  18.  It 
weighed  21b.  3oz.  Pike  fishing  has  been  quiet  so 
far  as  the  Witham  and  Forty-foot  are  concerned, 
and  I  have  not  heard  of  any  big  fish  being  taken 
for  some  days  past.  The  live-bait,  however,  has 
accounted  for  several  unsizeable  fish. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  local  waters  are  now  in  very  fair  trim  for 
operations  either  in  pike  or  roach  fishing,  should 
the  weather  prove  favourable.  Odd  nice  pike  have 
been  taken  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  and  the 
Lincolnshire  waters.  The  Ludd  and  Ancholme 
being  in  nice  order  should  each  pay  for  a  visit  in 
pike  fishing,  either  with  spoon  or  live-bait.  A  few 
good  roach  have  been  .secured  in  the  top  stretches 
of  the  River  Hull,  and  the  Driffield  Canal  is  in  nice 
condition  at  Wansford  and  Brigham,  and  from  some 
of  the  tributaries  some  very  nice  fLsh  have  been 
'  aught  with  red  worms  ;   but  in  the  tidal  waters 

ry  little  sport  has  been  met  with  this  week.  Most 
;  our  angling  associations  are  now  busy  holding 
annual  meetings,  electing  their  executives,  and 
p'jtting  their  houses  in  order  for  next  season,  and 
I  ndging  from  reports  to  hand,  the  past  one  has 
boon  fairly  good,  both  financially  and  otherwise, 
in  most  cases.  The  Kingston  Rovers  A.  A.  have 
removed  their  headquarters  to  the  White  Hart 
Hotel  in  Alfred  Gelder-atreet.  The  Globe  A. A.  will 
hold  their  annual  meeting  on  Nov.  26,  to  elect 
officers,  etc.,  and  the  annual  election  of  ofiicers  for 
the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  A. A.  will  take 
place  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  on  Dec.  6,  whilst  the 
Oxonian  A.C.  will  hold  their  annual  gathering  at 
the  Shoulder  of  Mutton,  in  Lime-street,  on  Dec.  1. 
Mmnr^.  Reckitt  and  Sons  A. A.  have  had  a  very 


successful  season  ;  they  held  the  annual  meeting  at 
the  works  last  week,  and  elected  their  executive  as 
follows  : — Chairman,  Mr.  W.  Grundy  ;  vice-chair- 
man, Mr.  W.  Bays  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  S.  Gleadhill  ;  and 
secretary,  Mr.  G.  T.  Miller,  with  a  strong  committee 
to  carry  out  the  arrangements  for  the  forthcoming 
season.  The  members  of  the  East  Riding  Association 
dined  together  on  Friday  evening,  when  the  special 
prizes  were  awarded  to  the  successful  competitors 
during  the  past  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Visitors  to  Worsley  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  McMorine,  the  jolly  host  of  the  Grapes. 
On  Nov.  17  he  went  out  for  a  drive  after  a  pro- 
longed indisposition,  and  the  horse  in  turning  a 
corner  to  get  to  the  stable  threw  him  out.  Poor 
Mac,  one  of  the  best.  Speaking  of  Worsley  reminds 
us  that  Mr.  Williamson,  of  Farnworth,  reports  a 
beautiful  roach  taken  at  Worsley,  1  lb.  13oz.,  on 
Nov.  IS.  The  record,  so  far  as  the  writer  knows, 
is  1  lb.  lli^oz.  from  this  same  water.  There  is  a 
brand  new  club  started  at  Gorton,  the  Good  Intent, 
and  as  they  put  up  at  a  coffee  tavern  they  must 
be  a  steady  lot.  The  annual  reunion  of  the  Levens- 
hulme,  A.S.  was  a  great  success,  only  they  are  all 
"  early  birds,"  in  by  11  p.m.  is  the  rule.  The 
"  Stars,"  Openshaw,  have  been  "  just  enjoying 
themselves,"  medals  and  presentations  galore. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Sherwood  A.S.  have  elected  a  good  lot  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  they  seem  to  be  going 
strong.  Capt.Bramwell,  is  going  for  big  pike  at  Lough 
Conn,  and,  so  far,  has  had  pike  of  211b.,  291b.,  and 
32^1b.  If  he  stops  long  enough  he  will  be  a  major 
(pikist).  The  Welcomb  no  sooner  get  one  member 
on  his  feet  than  another  is  laid  up.  No  sooner  does 
their  genial  host  and  treasurer  get  about  than 
another  veteran,  T.  Newton,  gets  hors  de  combat. 
The  Ardwick  anglers  are  going  forward  rapidly  ; 
sea  fishing  is  the  latest  hobby — no  hooks  required, 
but  they  are  engaging  a  "  knocker  up  "  for  "  Uncle 
Jack."    "  J.  B."  wants  the  job. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  very  severe  since  Satxirday, 
and  not  much  angling  has  been  possible,  there  being 
twelve  degrees  of  frost  on  Sunday  night.  The  rise 
on  the  Trent  quickly  ran  off — the  extra  water 
always  gets  away  much  more  rapidly  nowadays. 
On  Nov.  16  pike  anglers  were  out  on  the  various 
backwaters.  At  Shardlow,  Mr.  J.  Greaves  and  Mr. 
A.  Johnson,  of  the  Wellington  Society,  ran  and 
landed  five  very  nice  fish,  the  heaviest  weighing  a 
fraction  over  91b.  Three  were  got  in  Weston  Cliff 
pool  by  Mr.  S.  Conduit,  of  the  George  Inn  Society, 
Radford,  Nottingham,  and  Mr.  Scotton,  of  Derby. 
On  the  following  day  five  rods  were  at  work  on  the 
same  water,  but  only  one  fish  was  taken,  and  this 
by  Mr.  Frank  Htmt,  the  well-known  Derby  fishing 
fishing  tackle  dealer.  Sport  was  obtained  at 
Hoveringham,  Hazleford,  and  Kelham,  and  small 
specimens  were  got  in  the  Grantham  Canal,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cotgrave.  During  the  rise  plenty 
of  coarse  fish  were  creeled  in  Wilford  Lake,  notably 
by  Messrs.  H.  Briggs,  W.  Harrison,  and  A.  Wilson. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  few  rods  have  been  out  this  week.  We  have 
had  a  succession  of  sharp  frosts,  the  rivers  have 
settled  down  from  their  late  flooded  state,  and  are 
now  in  capital  condition.  Four  anglers  on  Nov.  19 
fishing  the  falling  water  of  the  Severn  with  the 
red  worm  and  paste,  caught  some  nice  roach. 
Mr.  Weston  caught  a  dozen,  H.  Stone  ten,  E. 
Gittens  twelve,  F.  Welch  eight  roach  and  four  good 
dace.  Several  have  tried  the  Teme,  with  maggot 
and  fly,  but  there  was  too  much  water  on,  and  a 
few  dace  and  a  brace  or  so  of  grayling  was  the  sum 
total  of  their  catch.  The  clubs  are  now  busy  in 
arranging  smoking  concerts  and  prize  distributions. 
The  York  House  Club  held  theirs  on  Nov.  16, 
when  over  one  hundred  members  and  friends  were 
present.  Councillor  C.  Tell  occupied  the  chair, 
supported  by  Councillor  A.  H.  Parker  and  Mr.  R. 
Wingfiold.  A  capital  programme  of  music  was 
arranged  and  each  item  capitally  rendered,  Mr. 
Bourne  proving  an  excellent  accompanist.  There 
was  a  numerous  array  of  good  prizes,  which  the 
chairman  presented  to  the  successful  competitors 
during  the  interval.  The  club  has  had  a  very 
successful  season. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

Grants  of  500  yearling  trout  have  been  made  to 
the  following  clubs  by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  : 
— Ryburn,  Black  Ox,  Bedale  Beck,  Knaresborough, 
Kilnsey,  Halifax  Amiable,  Armloy,  Keighley,  Mr. 
W.  Carter  Platts  (Wharfo),  Nidderdalo,  Hudders- 
field.  Primrose,  and  Bradford  City.  The  order  for 
1000  nine-inch  trout  for  the  Leeds  Amalgamation 
water  at  Poole  has  been  placed  with  the  Oaken- 


clough  Fishery  Co.  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft  recently 
agreed  to  bo  nominated  for  re-election  as  president 
of  the  Amalgamation.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
latter  is  fixed  for  Dec.  1,  at  the  King  Edward 
Hotel,  Leeds.  Among  the  subjects  at  present 
engaging  attention  is  the  desirability  of  securing  a 
minimum  standard  size  of  fish  to  be  taksn  from 
Yorkshire  rivers.  There  Is  a  strong  feeling  among 
coarse  fishers  on  the  question,  and  it  is  becoming 
more  and  more  evident  that  the  change  will  have 
to  be  worked  out  by  them  independently,  if  neces- 
sary, of  the  trout  anglers.  The  more  enlightened 
rodmen  do  not  attempt  to  defend  the  practice  of 
killing  miniature  fi.sh,  but  it  has  yet  to  be  brought 
home  to  many  coarse  fishermen  that  if  not  checked 
it  will  seriously  injure  their  .sport. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  fine  and  frosty,  and 
spawning  has  gone  on  under  favourable  conditions. 
In  the  principal  districts  no  poaching  has  been 
reported,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  good  state 
of  affairs — rather  unusual  one,  we  must  say — will 
contirtue  to  the  end  of  the  spawning  season.  Sea 
angling  is  again  productive  of  good  sport  at  whiting 
in  many  places  on  the  shores  of  Cork  and  Kerry, 
and  off  the  Connemara  coast  pollack  are  generally 
yielding  good  sport.  The  annual  general  meeting 
of  the  Killarney  Board  of  Fishery  Conservators  was 
held  recently.  From  the  proceedings  it  appeared 
that  the  Board  had  only  £272  9s.  left  to  spend  in 
protecting  the  district  this  year  as  against  £346  7s. 
last  year,  a  very  material  falUng  off.  After  a  long 
discussion  it  was  decided  to  allocate  £90  to  Kil- 
larney. A  memorial  from  the  Cromane  fishermen 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (Fishery  Department), 
requesting  the  holding  of  an  inquiry  into  the  local 
Board's  administration  of  the  district  affecting  their 
interests,  was  returned  by  the  Department  for 
information.  The  clerk  was  directed  to  write  and 
say  that  the  Board  had  no  objection  to  the  Depart- 
ment holding  an  inquiry  if  they  thought  it  desirable 
to  do  so.  It  was  also  ordered  that  in  view  of  the 
decrease  in  the  Board's  revenue  for  the  past  year, 
that  the  Fishery  Department  be  requested  to  give  a 
grant  in  aid  of  the  preservation  of  the  district. 

North  of  Ikelakd. 
Mild  weather  prevails  generally,  which  is  con- 
ducive to  spawning  operations  in  the  rivers.  As  a 
rule,  the  rivers  are  keeping  at  a  fair  height,  and 
that  minimises  the  opportunities  of  the  poaching 
fraternity.  Tlie  various  Boards  of  Conservators  are 
doing  as  much  as  they  can  in  the  way  of  protection, 
but  as  their  funds  are  limited  much  remains  to  be 
done  in  this  direction.  It  seems  rather  curious 
that  whilst  police  protection  is  available  in  some 
of  the  southern  parts  it  is  not  so  in  the  north. 
At  Londonderry  Petty  Sessions,  Colonel  Knox, 
D.L.,  presiding,  James  Clarke,  sen.,  was  prosecuted 
by  Water  Bailiff  William  White,  for  having  used  a 
gaff  in  a  tributary  of  the  Faughan  on  Oct.  10, 
and  John  Richmond  was  charged  with  aiding  and 
abetting  him.  The  offence  was  proved,  and  both 
were  fined  £4  and  costs,  one  third  of  the  fine 
to  go  to  the  plaintiff. 


^ofcs  from  t^e  Woxi^, 


The  rivers  are  getting  into  fine  condition  for 
spawning.  The  past  week  has  been  one  of  frosts — 
all  the  better  for  sending  the  fish  on  to  the  redds. 


"  Lord  Fyvie  "  is  the  title  Mr.  Forbes  Leith,  of 
Fyvie,  has  chosen  for  the  honour  conferred  on  him 
by  the  King.  His  castle  on  the  banks  of  the  Ythan 
is  one  of  the  most  picturesque  in  Scotland — the 
braes  of  Gight  being  famous  all  over  the  land. 

The  new  laird  has  a  good  reach  of  the  Ythan, 
and  is  most  liberal  to  all  coming  his  way.  Like 
Lord  Aberdeen,  one  has  only  to  ask  to  receive 
permission  to  wield  the  rod. 

The  Rev.  John  Archibald  Dunbar-Dunbar,  of 
Glen  of  Rothes,  was  buried  at  ICinloss  last  week. 
He  was  a  well-known  naturalist,  and  took  a  great 
interest  in  pisciculture. 


Tlie  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Aberdeen 
Trout  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Nov.  18, 
when  the  accounts,  etc.,  were  laid  on  the  table 
and  officials  elected  for  the  ensuing  j'ear.  The 
association  was  started  only  last  year. 

After  the  recent  floods  on  Donside  several  salmon 
were  found  inside  an  old  dyke  on  a  farm  near 
Kintore.  They  had  been  stranded,  but  were 
rescued  and  returned  to  the  river.  This  is  by  no 
means  unusual,  and  keepers  and  watchers  are,  as 
a  rule,  told  off  to  assist  stranded  fish  into  better 
quarters.  Speci.4L  Scotch. 
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MUDIFS. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  lOs.Gd.  YEARLY. 


TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
COUNTRY,    SUBURBS,     and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 


Branch  Offices 


^241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 
Us,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 


TO   BE  LET  OR  SOLD. 

Freehold  Detached  Residence 

Close  to  Front,  North  End  of  Deal. 

PERFECT  CONDITION. 
Apply,  Mr.  Baker,  North  Star  Inn, 
Beach  Street,  Deal. 


PIKE. 


1,000 — 12  inches  long, 

FOR  SALE. 

WHAT  OFFERS? 
Apply— Secbetary,  Norton  Fishery, 
Baldock. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

Havi  iifT  taken  for  a  debt  th  e  following  lot  of  N  EW 
FISHING  TACKLE,  I  am  anxious  to  dispose  of 
same  at  once  and  will  accept  any  reasonable  offer. 

40  Salmon  and  other  Rods, 
12  Aluminium  and  other  Winches. 
100  Silk  Salmon  and  other  Waterproof 
Lines. 

20  doz.  Spinners  and  other  Artificial 
Bait. 

100  doz.  assorted  Flies. 
20  doz.  Alcoek's  Silkworm  and  other 
Gut. 

8,000  Hooks  all  sizes. 

150  Landing  Nets,  Spear  Heads,  Spiral 
Leads,  etc. 

Can  be  Inspected  ))y  appointment.   Address  :- 

WALLACE, 
20,  Shepherds   Bush  Green,  London,  W. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron :  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G, 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
On  THURSDAY,  DEC.  7th,  at  8 

STANFORD'S 

THE  REVENGE 

and  SULLIVAN'S 

THE  GOLDEN  LEGEND 

MISS  GLEESON-WHITE. 

MISS  EMILY  FOXCROFT. 
MR.  BEN  DAVIES. 

MR.  D  ALT  ON  BAKER. 

MR.  BERTRAM  MILLS 


BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Orsonist :  Mr.  H.  L.  BALKOUK. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
.Stalls,  7«.  6d.  ;  Arena,  6«.  ;  Boxes,  £1  \U. 
to  £3  ?,».    Balcony,  Reserved  row.t  l  to  4!,  .  ..  , 
Unreserved  (rows  ."j  to  8),  4«.   Gallery  (Promen- 
ade One  .Shilling.   Tickets  of  usual  Agents 
at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 


,  6«. 


and 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Ghreat  Britain, 
OTen  Gold  and  Pvixe  IMEedals  Aisra,]«<leid. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


RIVER  EDEN  HATCHERY. 

Orders  are  now  being  booked  for  Salmon  and  Trout 
Yearlings.    Delivery  early  next  year.    Apply  to — 

J.  B.  SLATER,  Court  Square,  Carlisle. 


14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool. 

Specialists  In  FLIES  and  CUT,  SEA  TACKLE  of  every  description. 

ONE  OF  OUR  RECENT  TESTIMONIALS. 

"  After  breaking  a  Stout  Gimp  Trace  while  fishing  on  Bells  Pier,  Lowestoft,  I  put  up  the  only 
Cast  I  had— one  of  your  Tapered  2-yard  Worming  Casts— and  with  a  single  Hook  killed  the  record 
flsh  of  the  season,  a  141b.  Bass.  (Signed)   W.  C.  W0LLA3T0N." 


READY  IN  DECEMBER. 


React  Thia. 

On  receipt  of  an  addreaaed  envelope 
and  Btamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
io  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIBS 
for  gd.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  I  a  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
(k>mplete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fiihtng  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jobn  Wlilte  Sl  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


ENGLISH  GLUBS 

For  1906. 

(F ourieenlh  Year.) 

A  List,  arranged  in  Tabular  Form,  containing-  the  Names 
and  Addresses,  .Dates  of  Establishment,  Entrance  Fees, 
Subscriptions,  and  Secretaries'  Names  of 

SOME  3,100 

Social,  Yacht,  Golf,  Ladles'  and  other  Cluhs 


In  London  and  the  Provinces,  in  British  Colonies, 
and  in  Foreign  Countries. 

OVER  1,000  GOLF  GLUBS  ARE  INCLUDED  IN  THIS  EDITION. 


In  Red  Cloth,  with  Gilt  Edges  and  Lettering,  Price  3s.  6cl. 
Post  free,  3s.  9d. 

London:  SPOTTISWOODE  &  CO.,  Ltd.,      Gracechurch  Street,  E.G. 
New  Street  Square,  E.G.,  and  Eton. 


DEAL  flP  DISTRICT 


Open  Competitions. 

Nov.  30th  and  Dec.  1st  tor  Pier, 
Dec.  2nit  and  3rtl  for  Boats. 

Open  to  .Members  of  any  recognised  Angling  Club. 

LIST  OF  PRiYesT^^^ 

Boat  Competition. 

CLASS  I.— For  the  Greatest  Weight  of  Sizeable 
Kish  taken  on  any  one  day  during  the  Com- 
petition. 

Special  Pkjze  :  "  The  Borough  of  Deal 

Challenge  Cup." 
Second  Piiizb  :  Fishing  Rod. 
Third  Prizk  :  Star  back  Sea  Reel. 
CLASS  II.— For  the  Heaviest  One  Day's  Catch 
of  Whiting,  .not  exceeding  twelve  in  number, 
taken  dui  ing  the  Competition. 

SPECIAL  Prize  :  Fishing  Rod,  silver  band, 
engraved  with  Association's  and  Donor's 
names. 

SECOND  Prize  :  Nottingham  Sea  Reel,  star 

back,  check. 
Third  Prize  :  Star-back  Sea  Reel. 
CLASS  III.— For  the  Heaviest  One  Day's  Catch 
of  Cod,  not  exceeding  four  in  number,  taken 
during  the  Competition. 

First  Prize  :  Fishing  Rod. 
SECOND  Prize  :  Greenheart  Rod. 
Third  Prize  :  Sea  Reel. 
SPECIAL  PRIZE.  — For  the  Heaviest  Fish 
taken  on  any  one  day  during  the  Competition. 
Prize  :  A  Photograph  of  the  fish  and  its 
captor  taken  together. 
SPECIAL   PRIZE   TO   LADIES.  —  For  the 
Greatest  Weight  of  Sizeable  Fish  taken  on  any 
one  day  during  the  Competition. 
Prize  :  Fishing  Creel. 

Pier  Competition. 

CLASS  I.— For  the  Greatest  Weight  of  Sizeable 
Fish  taken  on  any  one  day  during  the  Com- 
petition. 

First  Prize  :  Fishing  Rod. 
Sp.cond  Prize  :  Clock  in  Case. 
Third  Prize  :  Sea  Reel. 
CLASS  II.— For  the  Heaviest  One  Day's  Catch 
of  Whiting,  not  exceeding  six  in  number,  taken 
during  the  Competition. 

First  Prize  :  Fishing  Rod. 
Second  Prize  :  General  7m<\. 
Third  Prize  :  Star-back  Winch. 
CLASS  III.— For  the  Heaviest  One  Day's  Catch 
of  Cod,  not  exceeding  three  in  uumber,  taken 
during  the  Competition. 

First  Prize  :  Fishing  Rod. 
Second  Prize  :  Cowhide  Handbag. 
Third  Prize  :  Sea  Reel. 
SPECIAL  PRIZE.— For  the  HeaWest  Weight 
of  Sizeable  Cod  taken  on  either  day  during  the 
Competition. 

Prize  :  fishing  Rod 
SPECIAL    PRIZE  TO  LADIES.  —  For  the 
Greatest  Weig  t  of  Sizeable  Fish  taken  on  any 
one  day  during  the  Competition, 

Prize  :  Silver-mounted  Cut-glass  Scent 
Bottle. 

iParticulars  of  Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  GEO.  D.,W.  Adams, 
Anglers'  Hall,  Deal. 

avoidTirty  dubbins 


I 


and  use  "W.H.V., "the  clean  liquid 

AX.!.  ABSORBED. 
NOTHING  LEFT  TO  RUB  OFF. 

Of  bootmakers,  3d.  and  6d.  each. 

Sample  tins,  3d.,  post  free  from 
W.H.V.,  10,  Betsinghall  St.,  E.C. 


I 


a- s  iw  X.  jEa  . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
rhe  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEKS6ILL  M  Uarket  Place.  EeUihlev 
Vork. 


25,  Abchurcb  Lane,  London,  i.,C 

PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

"'S™'^*    win  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  ard 
fllmiT'S     PRESERVE  WALKING,  FIShJnG, 
^nilUI^    SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTSi 
rendering  them  imperrious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 
t>iploma  awarded,  Fisberiee' 
Wihibit'o--  18"S 
Gold  Medal,  Capetown,  1906. 
0<  all  Bootmakera.  Storet,  *a 

9A,f  6<t.|    1/.,   1/0   PIB  BOX. 

FBOUT,  as.  Beak  St.,  Iiondon,  'V7 
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BACK-END  OF  SEASON  ON  CLWYD 
AND  ELWY. 

The  winding  up  of  the  season  on  these  rivers 
was  very  unsatisfactory,  and  not  what  we  had  been 
led  to  hope  for,  from  the  earlier  days  in  the  begin- 
ning of  October.  On  the  4th  of  that  month  an 
111b.  fish  fell  to  the  fly  in  the  Junction  pool  of 
the  two  rivers,  two  day.s  later  an  8^1b.  fish  came 
to  the  fly,  and  again  a  few  days  later  another 
fish  of  61b.  was  killed  also  on  fly,  and  all  of  these 
fish  were  in  capital  condition. 

Then  came  the  day  of  the  season,  the  18th,  I 
think  it  was,  wlien  Mr.  W.  Grey  Kelly  landed  his 
two  fish,  as  already  mentioned  by  you  a  week  or 
two  back.  Both  these  fish  were  in  prime  condition, 
and  although  the  big  one  had  been  a  few  days  out 
of  the  sea,  there  was  not  the  slightest  tinge  of  red 
about  him,  a  noble  fish,  and  beautifully-propor- 
tioned. The  smaller  one  was  as  clean  as  the  pro- 
verbial whistle,  and  though  I  did  not  see  the 
salt  water  parasites  myself,  I  was  told  they  were 
on  him  when  newly  landed. 

Xo  more  fish  were  landed  until  the  '24th,  though 
jme  few  had  been  interviewed,  but  on  that  day 
Lieut. -Col.  E.  B.  Bartley  landed  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  fish  it  ever  was  my  lot  to  see,  and  for 
these  rivers  a  very  heavy  fish,  one  of  the  heaviest, 
so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  that  has  been  killed  for 
somewhere  about  thirty  years,  its  weight  being 
271b.  ooz. 

It  would  have  been  no  mean  feat  to  have  landed 
such  a  fish  without  assistance,  as  the  Colonel  did, 
under  favourable  conditions,  but  under  the  existing 
ones,  it  was  one  which  anj'^  of  us  would  have  been 
deservedly  gratified  at,  and  proud  of. 

Colonel  Bartley  was  spinning  in  a  run  about 
loOyd-  below  the  Junction  pool,  using  a  13ft.  6in. 
two-pieced  greenheart  rod  by  Farlow,  one  of 
Messrs.  Carter's  fine  twisted  gut  traces,  made  on 
the  same  lines  as  their  "  Marvel  "  fiy  casts,  and  a 
i^in.  brown  phantom  minnow.  In  this  run  there 
exists  a  concatenation  of  abominations ! — on  its 
left  bank  a  hedge  abuts,  and  owing  to  the  en- 
croachment of  the  river  a  portion  of  it  has  been 
swept  away,  carrjdng  with  it  a  goodly  sized  tree, 
which  has  been  neatly  deposited  under  water 
alongside  the  bank  ;  on  the  right  bank  from  where 
the  fish  was  hooked  there  are  snags  with  branches 
playing  about,  leaving  but  little  clear  water  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream.  The  big  fish  apparently 
was  lying  close  up  to  the  sunken  tree  on  the  left 
bank,  followed  the  bait  almost  to  its  withdrawal 
from  the  water,  then  took  it  with  a  rush,  and 
with  such  force  as  to  snap  the  whole  coil  of  re- 
covered line  out  of  the  palm  of  the  Colonel's  hand, 
and  jamming  the  lump  hard  and  fast  among  the 
bottom  rings  of  the  rod,  leaving  about  two  yards 
of  line  from  the  top  ring  to  fight  the  fish  with. 
Somehow,  and  by  not  bearing  at  all  on  the  fish, 
but  following  him  as  best  he  could,  shortening  up 
the  rod  under  his  arm,  and  stuffing  the  butt  into 
his  coat  pocket.  Colonel  Bartley  contrived  after 
some  five  minutes'  work  to  partially  unpick  the 
tangle,  so  as  to  allow  of  its  passing  through  the 
top  ring,  and  so  getting  a  pull  on  the  fish.  This 
started  him,  and  away  he  went,  best  pace  down 
the  stream,  fortunately  keeping  clear  of  yet  another 
row  of  branching  snags.  The  landing  of  him  on 
the  bank  he  was  hooked  from  not  appearing 
feasible,  the  Colonel  had  to  take  to  the  river, 
which  he  got  through  without  being  over  his 
waders,  and  in  what  he  thinks  was  about  forty 
minutes  after  being  hooked  he  got  his  gaff  into 
this  splendid  clean-run  fi.sh. 

This  grand  bit  of  sport  ended  the  season,  so  far 
as  killing  any  more  salmon  went,  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  Clwyd,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain 
reliable  information  as  to  whether  there  was  any- 
thing done  in  either  its  upper  waters  or  those  of 
the  Elwy,  though  I  did  hear  that  two  fish  were 
got  in  Clwyd  above  St.  Asaph  by  one  rod  and  on 
the  same  day.  F.  M.  L. 

St.  Asaph. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
•')5  and  56,  Chancery-lano,  London,  W.C. 

Acetj  lene  light  buoys.  Patentees  :  Grimsby  and 
North  Sea  Steam  Trawling  Company  and  H.  John- 
ston, Fish  Docks,  Grimsby.  A  buoy  for  use  in 
trawl  fishing  has  an  acetylene  generator  within  the 
body,  the  gas  being  conveyed  by  a  flexible  tube  to 
a  l>imp  detachably  mounted  at  the  top  of  a  staff. 
Thp  interior  of  the  buoy  is  divided  into  two  com- 
pai  tments  by  a  plate  through  which  runs  the  calcium 
carbide  container.  The  luwer  compartment  i^  filled 
with  water,  wliich  is  admitted  tj  thecal  bide  through 
a  tap  provided  with  a  long  handle  passing  through 
the  dividing  plate.  The  gas  generator  passes  to  the 
-apply  pipe  by  the  outlet  pipe,  which  has  a  branch 
leading  to  the  lower  compartment. 


letters  to  the  Ebitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


A  REAL  PUNJAB   SPOON  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  delayed  replying  to  your  call 
on  me  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  11,  1905,  only  till  I 
could  hear  from  a  prominent  tackle-maker  who 
supplies  a  good  deal  of  Indian  fishing  tackle,  and 
to  whom  I  wrote  at  once,  asking  if  he  could  under- 
take to  place  himself  in  communication  with  T.  P. 
Luscombe,  of  Allahabad,  and  arrange  for  keeping 
his  spoojis  in  stock,  suggesting  that  though  there 
might  not  be  much  demand  for  them  in  England, 
it  would  be  a  sort  of  extra  advertisement  that  he 
was  a  supplier  of  Indian  fishing  tackle.  The 
answer  is  :  "  We  have  never  been  asked  by  our 
customers  for  the  above,  but  those  supplied  by  us 
seem  to  have  given  entire  satisfaction.  We  do  not 
think  there  would  be  any  great  demand  for  Indian 
made  spoons  in  this  country,  and  therefore  we  do 
not  think  it  would  be  worth  Mr.  Luscombe's  while 
to  supply  us." 

I  fancy  it  must  be  T.  P.  Luscombe,  of  Allahabad, 
that  makes  the  spoons  that  your  correspondent 
calls  "  real  Punjab  spoons,"  for  I  know  Luscombe's 
hog-backed  spoons,  and  him,  too,  as  a  good  tackle- 
maker  and  a  good  fisherman.  I  should  think  your 
correspondent  has  only  to  write  to  him,  Allahabad 
is  sufficient  address,  to  get  the  spoons  direct  from 
him,  and  now  that  he  has  ventilated  the  matter 
in  your  cohimns  it  might  possibly  lead  to  Luscombe 
making  his.  own  arrangements  in  England,  if  he 
thinks  it  worth  his  while. 

I  would  suggest  also  that  your  correspondent 
could  probably  suit  himself  in  England  and  at 
once  if  he  will  select  his  spoons  advisedly,  for 
different  tackle-makers  make  their  spoons  differently. 
Apart  from  the  shape  of  the  spoon,  which  is  a 
matter  of  no  difficulty,  the  crux  seems  to  lie  in  the 
tendency  in  England  being  more  or  less  to  make 
the  spoon  fairly  light  to  facilitate  casting  with  any 
rod  top,  while  into  the  ideal  Indian  spoon  enters, 
or  should  enter,  always  consideration  for  the 
mahseer's  power  of  violent  compression  by  which  it 
can  crumple  up  a  spoon  like  a  bit  of  paper,  a  con- 
sideration impressed  in  every  edition  of  "  The  Rod 
in  India,"  from  the  earliest  in  1873  to  the  third  in 
1897,  a  consideration  which  leads  to  the  spoon 
being  made  stronger,  and  of  sequence  heavier,  and 
as  the  heavier  spoon  sinks  more  quickly  than  the 
lighter  one,  it  gets  a  prompt  hold  on  the  water 
and  commences  to  spin  the  moment  after  entering 
the  water,  thereby  avoiding,  even  for  the  first  fatal 
minute,  revealing  its  identity  as  only  a  spoon  and 
not  a  fish.  Also  it  is  not  so  liable  as  the  lighter 
spoon  is  to  come  to  the  surface,  where,  losing  its 
hold  on  the  water,  it  slides  along  the  top  without 
spinning,  by  either  of  which  two  actions,  not 
sinking  promptly  or  coming  to  the  surface,  the 
whole  of  the  cast  may  be  lost,  and  the  whole  of 
that  bit  of  water  scared. 

I  venture  to  think  that  the  slight  difference  in 
weight  is  the  crux  of  difference  between  the  spoon 
your  correspondent  has  faith  in,  and  calls  the  "  real 
Punjab  spoon,"  and  some  English  ones,  and  that  if 
he  will  make  it  his  guide  in  selecting  he  can  probably 
suit  himself  in  England,  for  that  rightly-weighted 
spoons  are  made  in  England  as  well  as  in  India  I 
have  no  doubt,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  my  Indian 
mahseer  fishing  having  been  with  English  made 
spoons,  though  I  have  given  all  sorts  a  trial,  Indian 
made  ones  among  them. 

Some  may  rejoin  that  if  it  is  in  weight  only  that 
the  difference  lies,  that  can  easily  be  set  right  by 
the  addition  of  a  sinker.  But  I  don't  think  it  can, 
for  if  the  sinker  is  close  home  to  the  spoon  it  shows, 
and  becomes  "  a  detrimental,"  and  if  it  is  not  close 
home  to  the  spoon,  the  weight  is  not  where  it  should 
be,  to  wit,  in  the  object  cast,  the  spoon,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  it  becomes  impossible  so  to 
cast  the  spoon  that  it  shall  drop  noiselessly  into 
the  water  with  a  fishlike  glide.  On  the  contrary, 
the  sinker  and  the  spoon  won't  fly  out  in  line 
together,  but  divergently,  and  pulling  against  each 
other,  fall  with  a  splash  which  is  scaring  and  fatal 
to  sport. 

Hoping  I  have  not  trespassed  too  lengthily  on 
your  space  in  the  interests  of  your  correspondent, 
and  that  my  suggestions  may  enable  him,  without 
the  delay  of  writing  to  India,  to  select  for  himself  a 
spoon  to  his  liking  in  England. — I  am,  dear  Sir, 
yours  faithfully,  H.  S.  THOMAS. 

Devon. 

fl  am  greatly  obliged  to  Mr.  Thomas,  author  of 
"The  Rod  in  India,"  for  this  very  full  reply. — Ed.] 

PORCELAIN  RINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  once  more  to 
trespass  upon  your  valuable  space  re  "  porcelain 


rings."  In  your  issue  of  Nov.  4  last,  "  The  Boston 
Bittern  "  refers  to  tho  manner  in  which  he  fastens 
these  excellent  rings  to  his  rods :  personally,  I  know 
of  no  better  way,  it  is  also  advocated  by  the  maker, 
but  I  do  not  for  one  minute  intend  to  alter  my 
original  opinion,  that  it  is  safer  to  have  guards 
to  the  butt  ring  to  prevent  once  and  for  all  the 
chance  of  the  line  getting  round.  There  is  a  chance, 
remote,  it  is  true,  and  the  larger  the  ring  the  more 
likely  that  chance  becomes.  Tho  only  suggestion 
I  have  all  along  tried  to  make  clear,  is  that  the  top 
rings,  not  being  attached  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  others,  and  being  in  a  more  likely  position, 
namely,  at  the  end  of  the  rod  top,  to  come  in 
contact  with  boughs,  etc.,  could  with  advantage  be 
made  slightly  differently,  and  with  not  quite  so 
pronounced  or  delicate  a  flange  on  the  edge.  If 
anyone  will  turn  to  page  212  of  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers'  excellent  catalogue,  they  will  see  that 
the  agate  rings  for  tops  illustrated  there  are  more 
solid  looking  and  rounder  on  the  flange,  in  fact, 
they  are,  to  my  mind,  the  exact  pattern  (illastra- 
tions  C  and  D  for  preference)  one  requires  in 
porcelain.  "  The  Boston  Bittern  "  goes  on  to  say 
that  he  "  can  understand  a  fracture  if  rod  was 
accidentally  or  carelessly  flipped  against  bole  of  a 
tree,  arch  of  a  bridge."  Why,  bless  my  soul  !  he 
doesn't  suppose  I  did  it  purposely,  does  he  ?  And 
that  is  exactly  what  did  happen.  I  raised  my  top, 
fishing  a  thickly-wooded  river,  hit  a  bough,  twig, 
or  branch,  and  there  you  are.  One  might,  I  am 
sure,  fish  flat  country,  say,  Fens  or  Norfolk  Broads, 
for  twenty  years  without  this  occurring,  but  in  a 
thickly-wooded  district,  the  most  careful  or  expert 
angler  as  ever  was  would  be  sure  to  touch  timber 
occasionally.  Yoiur  correspondent  "  J.  T.  H.'s  " 
experiment  with  pencil  and  cup  is  not  fishing : 
a  pencil  is  not  a  rod,  or  a  china  cup  a  porcelain  rod 
ring.  Let  me  give  him  another  of  a  like  nature. 
Let  him  take  a  stone  in  one  hand  and  a  salmon 
fly  in  the  other,  and  try  and  break  the  hook  by 
tapping  or  knocking  it  against  the  stone,  and  yet 
fishing  a  rocky  river  every  salmon  fisher  knows 
that  occasionally  a  hook  will  by  contact  with  a 
stone  whilst  casting  become  broken.  Would  "  credo 
quia  impossibile^^  apply  to  this?  I  should  very 
much  like,  as  I  said  before,  to  see  the  bell-mouthed 
ring  fitted  with  porcelain,  but  shall,  in  any  case, 
continue  to  use  them  as  they  are,  for  where  one 
chips,  say,  a  couple  during  a  period  of  five  months' 
hard  daily  fishing,  it  is  not  worth  discussion,  except 
to  demonstrate  that  it  is  possible,  whether  through 
carelessness  or  otherwise,  and  if  that  possibility  can 
be  removed  so  much  the  better.— Yours  truly. 

Bene  quia  Recte. 


HOW  TO  STRIIiE  AND  LAND  A  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  be 
kind  enough  to  give  me  some  information  as  to 
"  striking  "  when  a  salmon  rises  to  a  fly,  and  also 
as  to  "  jiggering  "  fish  and  manner  of  dealing  with 
them  ? 

I  have  been  a  trout  fisherman  for  many  years, 
but  have  had  little  experience  of  salmon  fishing, 
and  during  the  last  couple  of  years  have  lost  fish 
(two  vpithin  half  an  hour  lately)  that  in  my  opinion 
would  have  been  killed  if  they  had  been  struck  and 
played  by  an  experienced  fisherman.  I  should  be 
much  obliged  for  answers  to  the  following  questions  : 

1.  When  a  salmon  rises  to  the  fly,  do  you  raise 
the  point  of  the  rod  in  order  to  feel  if  he  has  taken 
it,  and  if  he  is  felt,  strike,  and  should  you  strike 
very  hard  ? 

2.  "Hi  Regan,"  in  his  book,  says  that  you 
should  strike  "  low."  Does  he  mean  that  you  should 
slant  the  rod,  and  if  so,  should  it  be  slajited  up- 
stream or  down  if  fishing  on  a  river  ? 

3.  When  a  fish  "  jiggers  "  should  you  keep  a  fairlj- 
heavy  strain  on  him,  or  should  you  relax  it  ? 

A  good  fisherman  said  that  when  he  felt  the  fish 
he  struck  hard  enough  to  endanger  the  breaking  of 
the  hook,  and  when  playing  a  fish  put  on  a  heavy 
pressure  from  the  commencement. — Yours  truly, 

F.  V.  M. 


EE  SILKWORM  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  correspondence  in  your  paper 
regarding  the  above  suggests  China  as  a  possible 
field  for  better  and  cheaper  silkworm  gut.  Might 
I  suggest  that  India,  with  its  "  tusser  "  and  "  attas," 
and  other  large-sized  silk  moths,  is  capable  of  being 
profitably  worked  in  this  direction  with  results 
that  would  probably  astonish  both  manufacturers 
of  fishing  tackle  and  their  fishermen  clients. 

With  the  prices  charged  for  heavy  gut  it  would 
be  an  industry  well  worth  developing  in  India, 
and  even  if  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce  out  there,  or  the  Forest  Department, 
could  not  be  induced  to  take  it  up  speciallj',  it 
would  pay  manufacturers  to  open  up  a  new  field 
themselves,  and  not  be  entirely  dependent  on  the 
Spanish  market,  as  they  seem  to  be  at  present. 
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Cashmere,  Bengal,  Surat,  Dacca,  and  Burma  are 
all  large  silk-making  centres,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  inquirers  at  the  Imperial  Institute  would  be 
put  in  the  way  of  ascertaining  how  best  to  set  about 
opening  up  an  industry  from  which,  with  cheap 
labour  on  the  spot  and  readymade  sources  of  supply, 
any  enterprising  manufacturer  would  doubtless  reap 
a  large  profit  on  a  small  capital  outlay. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  large  silk  manufacturers 
out  there,  if  they  got  to  know  the  methods  of 
manufacture,  would  arrange  to  supply  tho  rni- 
bleached  or  even  the  finished  article  as  a  by- 
product, and  thus  obviate  the  necessity  for  any 
large  special  expenditure  in  the  upkeep  of  planta- 
tions, etc.,  for  the  gut-producing  caterpillars. — 

Yours  truly,   John  Hogan. 

WHAT  WAS  IT  ? 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
tell  me  the  name  of  this  fish  ?  It  was  caught  ofT 
Brighton,  over  rocks,  at  5.30  in  the  evening  of 
Nov.  8.  It  was  about  15in.  long,  and  tapered  from 
2i^in.  to  an  inch  ;  width  of  back,  below  the  head, 
nearly  2in.  Excepting  that  it  had  a  much  better 
shaped  head,  it  much  resembled  a  weaver  in  shape. 
The  eyes  were  large  and  set  well  forward.  Two 
beards  on  the  upper  lip  and  one  exactly  midway 
between  these  on  the  lower.  Fin  all  along  back 
and  belly,  a  side  fin  just  below  gills  on  each  side  of 
the  head.  The  edge  of  all  fins  was  blood-red. 
The  back  of  the  head  was  chocolate-brown.  The 
upper  part  of  each  side  was  covered  with  very 
small  chocolate-brown  spots,  with  three  rows  of 
large  spots  (about  the  size  of  a  threepenny-piece)  of 
the  same  colour.  The  lower  part  was  of  a  reddish- 
creamy  colour.  There  was  a  faint  and  somewhat 
unpleasant  smell  connected  with  it.  The  flesh  was 
very  good  eating,  being  firm  and  beautifully  white. 
— Yours  truly.  Calamus. 

Brighton.   

FISHING  IN  THE  MEDITERRANEAN. 

Deab.  Sib, — I  would  be  much  obliged  to  you  for 
any  information  where  angling-sport  could  be  had 
on  the  Mediterranean. 

The  Riviera  (Cannes,  Nizza,  etc.)  is  too  noisy  and 
not  to  my  liking.  As  a  lone  angler  I  would  prefer 
a  quiet  place — even  with  moderate  sport  and  no 
comfort — no  matter  in  which  part  of  that  region. — 
Most  respectfully  yours,  F.  Hebbmann. 

[The  finest  fishing  in  the  Mediterranean  is  to  be 
had  at  the  Egyptian  end  I  believe.  Perhaps  some 
English  naval  officer  or  other  angler  who  knows 
the  Mediterranean  will  kindly  reply  to  our  German 
correspondent's  inquiry. — Ed.] 

A  NET  QUERY. 

Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  Inquirer,"  landing-nets  are  made  by  hand.  They 
can  be  made  of  any  material,  to  suit  the  wishes  of 
the  fisherman,  but  they  are  usually  made  of  super- 
fine twine  or  watorcord,  and  either  waterproofed  or 
tanned.  He  must  take  up  a  square  piece  first,  say, 
eight  meshes,  and  do  sixteen  rows,  this  will  make 
a  square  piece  ;  then  he  fastens  it  by  the  centre, 
and  meshes  all  round,  taking  care  to  increase  the 
number  of  stitches  to  get  the  proper  size  for  his 
ring,  go  on  meshing  round  and  round,  \mtil  he  gets 
to  the  required  depth,  using  a  mesh  about  the  size 
of  his  little  finger. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Heabder. 

BAITING  "  STEWART  "  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sib,— In  reference  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's 
reply  to  "  Seumas  "  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  18,  Mr. 
Tod  states  the  wo'-m  used  should  be  about  the 
substance  of  a  "  quill."  In  his  former  letter  on 
this  subject  he  uses  the  same  expression,  which  I 
need  not  say  is  misleading  to  a  beginner,  as  you 
are  aware  there  are  many  sorts  and  sizes  of  quills. 

I  beg  to  add  I  read  with  great  pleasure  any 
correspondence  of  Mr.  Tod's  on  the  subject  of 
angling,  feeling  confident  he  is  an  adept  in  the 
art. — Yours  faithfully,  Floateb. 


TROUT  IN  A  RESERVOIR  AND  FLY  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  inform 
me  through  the  Fishing  Qazette  as  to  the  best 
trout  with  which  to  restock  a  small  reservoir,  the 
extent  of  which  is  about  four  acres.  A  year  or  two 
ago  500  rainbow  trout  were  put  in  this  reservoir, 
l)ut  when  fished  during  the  late  summer  and 
autumn  they  rose  very  rarely  to  fly.  Would  you 
advise  restocking  with  two-year-old  brown  trout, 
or  would  Loch  Levon  trout  bo  better  able  to  hold 
their  own  with  the  rainbows,  which  now  average 
over  a  pound  in  weight  ?  As  a  constant  reader 
of  the  Fishing  Onzette,  I  should  bo  grateful  for  any 
information  you  can  give  me.  — Yours  truly,  W. 

[If  young  rainbows  will  not  rise,  it  is  a  bit  doubtful 
if  S.  fario  or  S.  levenensis  will  either.  It  looks  p,s 
if  there  was  not  enough  natural  fly  to  tempt  the 
fish  up.    Is  the  water  deep  ?    Loch  Levan  trout 


do  well  in  shallow  lakes,  say,  2ft.  to  10ft.,  with 
plenty  of  water,  4ft.  to  5ft. — if  there  is  a  good 
rise  of  natural  fly.  In  some  lakes  there  is  never 
enough  fly  life  to  tempt  the  fish  to  look  out  for  it. 
Pound  rainbows  would  not  hurt  good  two-year-old 
Loch  Levena. — Ed.] 


THE  EDEN. 
Dear  Sib, — The  season  1905  ended  on  Nov.  15 
on  the  Eden.    There  have  been  better  seasons  in 
the  past,  but  comparing  the  springs  of  1904  and  1905, 

1904  was  certainly  the  best.  We  had  a  very  open, 
wet  winter,  plenty  of  floods  in  1903-1904,  hence  the 
fact  that  the  sewage  had  been  well  carried  out  to 
sea,  and  the  run  of  fish  enhanced.  • 

The  autumns  of  1904  and  1905  compared  show 

1905  much  superior  to  1904,  but  not  so  good  as 
1903.  In  the  year  1903  we  had  plenty  of  water 
all  through  October,  in  fact,  I  spent  the  month  in 
Borrowdale,  and  had  only  two  fair  days  in  the 
thirty-one.  Big  waters  daily  allowed  a  good  head 
of  fish  to  run  for  November,  and  the  two  last 
weeks  showed  a  large  number  of  rising  fish 
in  each  pool ;  1905  has  been  remarkable  for  the 
poor  show  of  fish  rising  in  the  pools.  Tho  river 
during  November  was  continually  rising  and 
falling.  Mr.  N.  Maclnnes  remarked  to  me  one 
morning  last  week  that  they  had  had  a  very  poor 
time  of  it.  I  am  extremely  sorry  for  tnis,  as  I  am 
sure  all  the  members  of  tlie  Carlisle  Angling  Associa- 
tion will  be,  as  he  and  his  father  are  so  generous 
to  us.    The  singular  fact  was  that  I  caught  the  two 


•  Mb.  Baxteb's  Brace  or  Eden  Fish. 


fish,  of  which  I  send  photo,  on  the  morning  of 
Nov.  8  practically  at  the  door  of  Rickerby  House 
(the  Summerhouse  Pool),  certainly  within  a  stone's 
throw  and  in  sight  of  the  house,  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Miles  Maclnnes. 

The  smaller  fish  I  caught  hold  of  the  second  cast, 
and  the  bigger  fish,  a  beauty  in  shape  and  colour, 
a  hen  fish,  about  noon. 

They  were  both  fresh  run  fish,  and  weighed  151b. 
and  241b.  respectively. 

I  give  you  the  dimensions  of  the  bigger  fish  : 
Length,  3ft.  2in.,  nose  to  tail ;  girth  round  body, 
22|in.  The  bait  I  used  was  a  stone  loach  on  Dee 
tackle,  "Malloch"  reel.  The  big  one  jumped  from 
the  water  on  being  hooked,  and  then  made  for  the 
heavy  water  and  stumps.  I  kept  a  good  strain  on, 
but  the  fish  was  extremely  wild — one  run  it  took  off 
50yds.  of  line,  with  a  leap  at  the  end.  I  had  the 
check  on  the  reel,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  line  cut 
my  finger  and  over-ran  and  stuck  fast  beneath  the 
reel.  I  was  certain  another  rush  would  smash  me, 
but  keeping  as  steady  as  possible  I  walked  a  few 
steps  out  into  the  river  and  managed  to  get  the 
line  clear.  Just  as  I  did  so  it  again  leaped  out  of 
the  water  and  took  a  few  more  yards  of  line.  Then 
I  worked  the  fish  back  to  me  inch  by  inch,  fighting 
hard,  to  my  feet,  but  could  not  see  it,  when,  holding 
on  (the  bank  being  very  slippery  with  mud  from 
the  flood),  I  slid  into  the  water  quite  near  the 
fish  in  a  sitting  position,  but  nothing  happened. 
Soon  after  this  the  fish  was  immediately  gaffed  by 
a  companion,  who  was  as  delighted  as  I  was.  My 
brother-in-law  snapshotted  me,  and  naturally  I 
thought  the  picture  incomplete  without  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  which  is  so  very  interesting,  and  withal 
instructive.    May  you,  Mr.  Marston,  soon  have  such 


a  pleasure  as  was  mine  the  day  I  struggled  home 
to  a  thunderstruck  wife  with  401b.  of  fish.  I  have 
heard  of  other  anglers  who  have  experienced  similar 
over-running  with  the  "Malloch"  reel,  and  loss  of 
fish  in  some  cases. — I  am  yours,  etc., 

Carlisle,  Nov.  16.  Robert  Baxter. 

[Mr.  Baxter  was  lucky  to  kill  his  fish  under  such 
circumstances — perhaps  his  "Malloch"  has  not  a 
check  or  the  check  is  worn. — Ed.] 


FINNOCK  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  be  allowed  to  call  attention 
to  the  following :  In  August  of  this  year  there 
were  positively  no  finnocks  to  be  found  in  tho 
river  at  a  time  when  they  should  be,  and  invariably 
are,  most  numerous.  The  local  reason  assigned  for 
this  was,  "  Tho  fish  were  being  netted  in  the  bay  at 
night."  If  this  should  prove  correct,  surely  tho 
practice  must  be  illegal,  for  are  not  finnock  the 
young  of  the  salmon  ?  Several  anglers  think  the 
Ugie  should  have  a  little  attention  paid  to  it  by 
the  authorities,  and  if  on  inspection  it  should  be 
found  a  fact  that  an  illegal  practice  is  carried  on, 
to  ascertain  who  are  the  buyers  of  such  quantities 
of  immature  fish  ? — Yours  truly, 

A  Disgusted  Angler. 

THE   DOGFISH  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — During  the  past  few  months  we  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  these  fish,  and  various 
suggestions  have  been  made  how  to  reduce  their 
numbers  or  to  exterminate  them ;  perhaps  it  would 
not  be  out  of  place  if  we  study  the  history  and 
habits  of  these  much  maligned  fish.  We  have 
always  had  them  with  us,  but  sometimes  in  greater 
numbers  than  at  others. 

Students  have  not  yet  been  able  to  discover 
where  these  fish  breed  or  deposit  their  eggs  ;  they 
have  only  been  able  to  get  a  few  straggling  speci- 
mens that  have  been  raked  up  from  the  bottom  by 
the  trawl  or  naturalist's  dredge.  One  thing  we  do 
Icnow  is  that  the  eggs  are  enclosed  in  a  sort  of  sac 
with  fine  tendrils  at  the  corners,  with  which  they 
are  attached  to  seaweed  or  some  such  substance  at 
the  bottom  to  prevent  its  being  carried  away  by  tho 
tide.  Old  writers  and  students  of  fish  life  tell  us 
that  they  were  always  used  more  or  less  for  food, 
and  that  the  liver  affords  some  oil,  and  that  the 
skins  are  used  for  polishing  ivory  or  wood,  and  also 
for  fining  and  other  purposes.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  they  play  sad  havoc  amongst  the  pilchard  and 
herring  nets,  doing  scores  of  pounds'  worth  of 
damage  perhaps  in  a  single  night.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  if  special  nets  were  used  to  catch 
these  fish,  greater  facilities  for  their  transmission, 
and  the  prejudice  against  them  broken  down,  they 
should  pay  for  catching.  Their  flesh  may  be  used 
as  food  cooked  in  various  ways,  their  bones,  head, 
and  entrails  converted  into  manure  and  fish  glue, 
and  their  livers  into  oil.  If  the  Government  could 
see  their  way  to  subsidise  the  fishermen  in  taking 
these  fish,  so  much  the  better  ;  but  I  am  afraid  you 
would  find  the  farmers  asking  for  relief  from  the 
Government  if  they  had  a  bad  year,  with  smut  in 
their  wheat  or  potato  disease.  I  have  always  con- 
sidered that  any  article  of  food,  especially  perishable, 
should  have  a  preferential  tariff  on  railways.  The 
rates  for  carrying  goods  for  home  consvpiption  is  to 
my  mind  a  great  deal  too  high.  I  belieye  meat  can 
be  brought  from  New  Zealand  to  England  cheaper 
than  you  can  send  it  from  one  end  of  England  to 
the  other.  This  certainly  should  be  a  matter  for 
the  Government's  attention.  Dynamite  has  been 
mentioned  to  get  rid  of  these  fish,  but  it  would  only 
have  the  effect  over  a  limited  area,  somewhat  in  the 
same  way  as  a  few  guns  in  a  cornfield — they  would 
merely  shift  the  birds  from  one  field  to  another. 
If  we  could  only  discover  whether  the  eggs  are  laid 
in  any  particular  locality,  we  may  then,  by  a  system 
of  dredging  and  trawling,  soon  reduce  their  numbers, 
and  I  think  the  Government  or  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment may  be  very  well  asked  to  give  a  special  grant 
to  the  Marine  Biological  Association  to  carry  out 
investigation  in  this  particular  line. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Heardeb. 

FISHING  IN  ICELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  article  in  your  paper 
about  fishing  in  Iceland.  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can  tell  me  where  I 
can  get  information  about  the  accommodation  in 
that  island,  and  whether  it  would  be  possible  for 
my  wife  and  myself  to  find  any  inns  where  we  could 
stay  for  a  few  weeks,  and  make  sure  of  getting  a 
reasonable  amount  of  trout  fishing  at  a  moderate 
cost. 

I  do  not  want  to  take  all  the  equipment  necessary 
for  camping  out,  nor  to  go  to  the  expense  of  renting 
a  stretch  of  river.  I  believe  that  August  is  a  good 
month  there  for  the  trout.— Yours  truly, 

N.  Chaplin. 

{Several  letters  are  wnmoidahly  held  over.) 
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Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE. 


OUR    CHRISTMAS  NUMBER 

will  be  published  on  Friday,  December  8,  at  the 
ueaal  price,  Twoiience.  It  will  be  fully  illustrated, 
and  contain  many  interesting  articles  by  well- 
known  writers. 

Advertisers  will  greatly  oblige  by  sending  new 
copy  not  later  than  Tuesday,  December  5. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  2,  1905. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Grayling  in  Scotland. 

"  Deae  .Sir, — I  am  sorry  indeed  to  read  in  your 
'  Occasional  Notes '  of  Nov.  25  that  you  agree  with 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  introduce  the 
grayling  into  Scotch  rivers  in  which  it  does  not 
exist,  or  to  encoiurage  it  in  those  in  which  it  docs. 
As  these  remarks  might  do  the  army  of  grayling 
fishers  of  the  Clyde  in  this  district  a  vast  amount  of 
harm,  I  cannot  help  but  point  out  to  you  that  our 
experience  of  the  grayling  is  not  the  same  as  yours. 
Hundreds  of  the  grayling  have  been  opened  by  us 
fishers,  and  we  have  never  sepri  any  trout  spawn. 
I  myself  the  other  day  cleaned  eleven  fish — four 
had  their  own  spawn,  but  no  sign  of  trout  spawn, 
but  just  the  usual  contents,  half-digested  creeper  or 
local  '  Gager.'  Surely  any  fisherman  can  tell  the 
difference  between  spawn  in  the  gut  of  the  fish  and 
spawn  in  their  little  belUes ! 

"  With  regard  to  its  fighting  qualities,  at  this 
time  of  the  year  we  get  on  fine  tackle  as  much 
sport  out  of  him  as  we  do  out  of  the  trout  in  Juno. 

"If  you  saw  the  6.35  train  from  the  Central  on 
a  Saturday  picking  up  on  its  way  to  Carstairs  and 
putting  down  the  number  of  fishermen  between 
that  town  and  the  village  of  Elvanfoot,  you  would 
Qot  say  that  we  at  least  consider  the  grayling  a 


poor  and  almost  worthless  fish.  I  have  never  yet 
seen  a  grayling  left  on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde. 

"Surely  you,  Mr.  Editor,  do  not  cater  for  the 
rich  alone,  who  only  fish,  say,  from  May  to  August, 
when  the  grayling  is  neither  useful  for  eating  nor 
for  sport  ? 

"  In  our  opinion,  grayling  should  be  introduced  in 
all  suitable  rivers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  industrial 
centres,  as  it  gives  pleasure  in  the  winter  months  to 
hundreds  of  hardworking  miners,  ironworkers,  etc., 
who,  as  a  rule,  do  not  work  on  a  Saturday,  taking 
them  from  the  public-house  into  the  country,  and 
they  return  home  in  a  healthy,  tired  state,  and  even 
those  who  are  fond  of  a  pint  of  beer  soon  consume 
same  and  go  home  to  the  '  auld  wife '  and  amuse 
her  with  their  day's  experience.  The  grayling  to 
us.  Sir,  is  just  as  dear  as  the  roach  is  to  the  English- 
man, so  if  you  take  the  grayling  that  we  have  from 
us,  or  discourage  it,  we  have  for  the  winter  little  or 
nothing  left  to  fish  for. 

"  I  have  tried  to  condense  this  little  protest  to  your 
note  as  much  as  possible,  but  I  could  give  you  the 
experience  and  opinion  of  some  of  the  keenest 
anglers  of  the  Clyde,  who  fish  from  January  to 
December,  that  would  prove  to  you  that  at  least  in 
the  Clyde  the  grayling  should  be  encouraged. — 
Yours  truly,  "  A.  E.  Pope. 

"Nov.  27." 

I  think  this  is  almost  the  only  Scottish  defence 
of  the  grayling  that  I  can  remember  since  Dr. 
Brunton  died.  Dr.  B.  was  a  Scot,  but  he  lived 
and  fished  in  England.  I  like  the  grayling,  as  I 
said  in  my  note,  nearly  as  much  as  the  trout,  and 
I  do  not  know  any  greater  praise  than  that ;  and 
it  is  for  that  reason  I  for  one  do  not  wish  to  see 
this  fine  fish  put  into  waters  which  do  not  suit  it 
or  where  it  is  not  appreciated.  I  am  delighted  to 
hear  that  Clyde  anglers  appreciate  this  handsome, 
sporting,  and  in  every  way  admirable  fish — that  is, 
in  suitable  waters. 


Messrs.  Carter's  Change  of  Address. 

Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  write  : — "  We  should 
be  glad  if  you  would  make  a  note  in  Fishing  Gazette 
of  an  alteration  in  our  address.  The  L.C.C.  have 
made  certain  improvements  in  the  district,  and  our 
address  in  future  will  be  371,  St.  John-street,  and 
108  and  110,  Rosebery- avenue,  E.C." 


How  Messrs.  Burberry's  Goods  are  Proofed. 

In  Messrs.  Burberry's  fully-illustrated  new 
catalogue,  which  can  be  had  post  free  by  sending 
a  request  on  a  postcard  to  30,  Haymarket,  London, 
they  give  a  description  of  the  very  thorough  way 
in  which  their  materials  are  proofed,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  our  fishing  lines  might  be  treated  in 
the  same  way,  that  is,  waterproofed  while  in  process 
of  being  plaited  or  twisted. 


Fishing  in  Newfoundland. 

I  do  not  know  the  writer  of  this  letter,  but  it 
sounds  very  well — if  one  could  not  hear  the  hum  of 
those  flies  across  the  Atlantic  ! 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  21  a 
letter  from  Sir  Bryan  Leighton.  I  fear  your  corre- 
spondent takes  the  very  worst  view  of  the  situation. 
The  flies  are  certainly  a  plague,  but  can  be  kept  off 
to  a  great  extent  by  the  use  of  a  suitable  ointment 
which  can  be  purchased  in  St.  John's  or  can  be 
mixed  at  home. 

"  Two  friends  and  I  have  been  in  this  country 
since  the  beginning  of  last  May,  and  have  never 
once  been  driven  from  the  river.  Sir  Bryan  says 
that  he  was  crowded  out  by  Americans  and  Cana- 
dians. Well,  if  he  goes  on  the  well-beaten  tracks, 
he  must  expect  to  meet  other  sportsmen  where  the 
fishing  is  free  to  all  comers.  We  have  fished  on 
eight  different  streams  during  this  summer  which  are 
all  easily  getatable  ;  only  once  have  we  pitched 
our  tent  within  five  miles  of  any  other  angler,  and 
he  was  an  Englishman  fishing  on  a  small  river  near 


How  to  Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Rea<Iy,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
FUhing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Klies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. ' 
liy  H.  O.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustnited.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject.  "—/''Mi/ii?  Gazette. 


here.  We  camped  alongside  him.  He  had  I'hi 
salmon  smoked  and  cured,  besides  what  he  and  his 
two  guides  had  consumed  during  the  three  weeks 
he  had  been  there.  We  also  had  great  sport  in  that 
river,  two  of  us  catching  forty-eight  salmon  in  four 
days,  one  day  of  which  was  a  perfect  blank.  The 
fish  varied  in  weight  from  31b.  to  ISjlb.,  and  this 
was  very  late  in  the  season.  Besides  salmon,  we 
landed  thirty-three  trout,  varying  from  a  quarter 
to  three  pounds  in  weight. 

"  The  trout  fishing  is  simply  grand,  every  stream 
abounds  ,with  them.  The  silvery  sea-trout  is  a 
great  fighter,  the  mud  trout  also  gives  good  sport, 
and  they  are  all  delicious  eating.  The  scenary  and 
glimpses  of  wild  "life  one  gets  during  the.se  fishing 
trips  add  a  charm  to  the  sport.  Once  whilst, 
fishing  on  a  small  river  we  heard  a  grunting  noise, 
and  on  looking  round  saw  three  otters  with  a  good- 
sized  salmon.  We  often  see  beaver,  and  know  the 
whereabouts  of  several  of  their  interesting  lodges. 
Several  times  whilst  quietly  fishing  caribou  have 
appeared,  and  either  swam  across  the  river  or,  after 
a  brief  inspection,  have  turned  back  into  the  gloom 
of  the  forest.  OsprejT?  wheel  overhead,  and  the 
wild  note  of  the  Great  Northern  Diver  is  heard 
echoing  over  the  great  lakes.  If  any  angler  wishes 
for  an  interesting  trip  with  a  certainty  of  good 
sport  in  abundance,  I  don't  think  he  could  pitch  his 
camp  in  any  better  country  than' the  much-abused 
Ne\vfoundland.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  furnish  infor- 
mation to  anyone  thinking  of  doing  so. — -Yours 
truly,  "J.  R.  Whitaker,  D.C.M. 

"  The  Bungalow,  Grand  Lake,  Newfoimdland." 


An  Italian  Paper  devoted  to  Sport. 

L'Amministrazione  of  "  La  Rivista  Cinegetica 
send  me  a  copy  of  this  periodical  (which  is  the 
ofiicial  organ  of  the  Italian  Kennel  Club,  and  deals 
with  sport  generally),  with  a  notice  to  the  effect 
that  they  will  in  future  include  a  section  devoted  to 
angling,  and  have  been  fortimate  enough  to  secure 
the  services  of  Signor  Luigi  Manetti,  author  of  the 
Manuale  del  Pescatore,  published  by  Messrs.  Hoepli, 
and  praised  by  H.M.  the  King  of  Italy,  who  is  a  keen 
angler.  The  ofiice  of  "La  Rivista  "  is  No.  8,  Via 
Agnello,  MUan. 


The  Sly  and  the  Great  Sturgeon. 

Writing  from  St.  Petersburg  on  Nov.  26,  Baron 
Tcherkassov  kindly  corrects  some  notes  we  had 
about  the  Silurus  glanis,  etc.    He  says: — 

"  I  note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  18  two 
statements  which  I  should  like  to  correct.  The 
first  of  these  refers  to  the  sly  (Silu7-iis  glanis),  and 
the  second  to  the  great  sturgeon  {Acijpenser  huso). 

"  With  regard  to  the  former  of  these  two  fish,  it 
is  stated  that  it '  is  a  native  of  Asia,  Africa,  the 
Nile,  and  the  Danicbe.''  The  above  statement  is 
not  quite  correct ;  the  Silurus  glanis  is  found  in  all 
the  rivers  of  Europe  east  of  the  Rhine;  in  this 
country  it  is  most  numerous  in  the  rivers  of  the 
south,  but  it  is  found  as  well  in  a  good  many  of  the 
rivers  belonging  to  the  system  of  the  Baltic. 
Instances  of  anthropophagy  are  on  record  against 
this  fish,  some  of  them  well  authenticated  ones. 

"  With  regard  to  the  second  fish  mentioned — the 
great  sturgeon — I  can  only  surmise  that  Mr. 
Stead's  statement — '  The  baluga,  a  species  of 
gigantic  sturgeon,  when  caught,  is  alivays  opened 
in  the  presence  of  the  police,  who  search  in  its 
interior  for  traces  of  human  remains — is  founded 
on  a  misunderstanding.  It  is  not  impossible  that 
an  exceptionally  large  huso,  caught  in  a  locality 
where  the  sudden  disappearance  of  bathers  might 
have  led  people  to  suspect  that  they  had  become 
the  prey  of  some  gigantic  fish,  may  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  post-mortem  (I 
have  been  told  of  a  similar  case  with  re- 
gard to  a  Silurus  of  unusual  size,  caught  in 
the  district  of  Serdobsk  some  thirty  years  ago); 
but  such  an  exceptional  occurrence  has  nothing  in 
common  with  the  regular  holding  of  a  post-mortem 
on  every  large  huso  that  is  caught.  Anyway,  I  can 
affirm  that  I  never  came  across  a  record  of  a  '  man- 
eating'  huso ;  and  in  order  to  be  on  the  safe  side  I 
have  looked  up  the  Russian  ichthyological  litera- 
ture concerning  our  subject  before  writing  these 
lines,  but  have  not  found  one  single  instance  where 
the  Jiuso  might  have  been  suspected  of  anthro- 
pophagy. I  certainly  hope  no  one  will  try  again  to 
introduce  the  Silurus  glanii  into  our  waters — it  is  a 
nightmare  of  a  fish."  R.  B.  Mabstoit. 
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FISH  ctjLTUEE. 


THE  HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING, 
N.B.— SEASON  1905-1906. 


The  Howietoun  Fishery  Companj',  in  issuing  the 
price  list  for  season  1905-1900,  have  much  pleasure 
in  reporting  that  the  past  season  has  been  the 
most  successful  one  in  the  history  of  Howietoun. 
Large  orders  are  already  booked  for  the  coming 
season  ;  especially  is  this  the  case  for  ova.  The 
fish  are  spawning  early  this  season  also,  and  they 


attention  by  numerous  appreciative  letters  of 
customers,  and  is  due  to  our  northerly  situation 
and  cold  climate.  The  result  is  that  the  fish  are 
already  acclimatised  for  the  stocking  Of  rivers,  lakes, 
etc.,  in  the  north.  If  transplanted  to  the  south, 
they  may  be  found  to  be  a  little  smaller  to  start 
with  than  fish  reared  in  more  southern  latitudes, 
but  will  always  in  a  short  time  rapidly  outstrip 
them  in  size.  This  has  been  our  invariable  experi- 
ence, and  we  shall  be  glad  for  any  customer,  whose 
water  is  such  that  the  various  stocks  can  be  kept 
separate,  to  test  the  truth  of  this  fact. 


KESTOCKING  OF  EIVERS  AND 
LAKES. 

This  is  the  favourite  month  for  pi.sciculturists  to 
travel  their  fish,  providing  the  weather  is  suffi- 
ciently cold,  otherwise  they  require  more  water, 
and  extra  care  is  entailed.  The  majority  of  people 
intending  to  stock  leave  it  far  too  late — this  means 
a  great  rush  on  the  establishments  who  supply,  and 
very  often  the  fish  have  all  been  sold  out,  or  what 
are  available  for  the  season,  yearlings,  two-year-olds 


Some  of  the  Yeabling  Ponds  at  the  Howietoun  Fishery,  Stiblxng,  N.B. 


expect  to  be  in  a  position  to  forward  large  quantities 
of  ova  before  and  after  Christmas. 

They  have  been  continuing  their  usual  practice 
of  periodically  introducing  fresh  blood  in  the  shape 
of  pure-bred  stock  from  the  best  sources,  with  the 
result  that  their  breeding  stock  is  maintained  at 
the  same  high  level  of  excellence.  An  extra  strong 
and  vigorous  progeny  is  thus  ensured  in  ova  and 
young  fish,  which  they  have  now  for  sale. 

The  Howietoun  Fishery  is  one  of  the  largest, 
if  not  the  largest,  producers  of  ova,  as  of  fish,  in 
the  United  Kingdom,   but  the   orders  received 


"  We  have  at  present  for  sale,  in  the  ponds  at 
Howietoun,  Milnholm,  Craigend,  etc.,  an  extra  fine 
selection  of  young  trout  of  all  the  various  kinds. 
The  season  has  been  very  favourable  both  for 
yearlings  and  two-year-olds,  and  we  now  have  a 
sfecially  fine  and  large  selection,  extra  strong  and 
vigorous,  of  these  ages  in  our  ponds. 

"  We  are  always  happy  to  give  advice  and  infor- 
mation as  to  the  best  method  of  stocking  any 
particular  piece  of  water,  or  to  inspect  and  report 
on  same,  when  the  work  is  not  too  pressing  at  the 
fishery. 


Intebiob  of  one  of  the  Hatching-Houses, 


fluring  the  past  season  were  more  than  they  could 
supply.  They  have,  therefore,  during  the  summer, 
endeavoured  to  me(!t  the  increasing  demand  by 
fitting  out  an  additional  hatching-house  similar  in 
construction  to  that  shown  in  the  illustration,  and 
capable  of  holding  a  million  ova  during  the  season. 
Even,  however,  with  the  now  enlarged  accommoda- 
tion, they  would  ask  those  of  their  customers  who 
want  ova  to  send  in  their  orders  as  early  as  possible, 
to  prevent  disappointment. 

The  company  say:  "We  would  specially  call 
attention  to  the  hardy  character  and  rapid  growth 
of  our  young  fish.    It  has  been  brought  before  o  u 


"  The  earliest  ova  will  bo  ready  to  send  out  before 
Christmas.  Early  eggs  arc  specially  recommended 
for  those  who  use  hatching-houses,  where  the  young 
fry  are  protected  from  frost." 

For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  we  have  con- 
stantly mot  with  instancea  of  trout  being  procured 
from  Howietoun,  and  do  not  remember  a  single 
instance  of  any  complaint. 


A  Two-uEADKi)  turtle  haa  been  caught  in  Virginia. 
It  is  as  big  as  a  silver  dollar,  and  looks  like  an 
ordinary  young  land  turtle,  except  that  there  are  two 
perfectly  developed  heads  sticking  out  of  its  shell. 


as  the  case  may  be ;  therefore,  order  early  and  the 
consignment  will  be  reserved.  Some  are  averse  to 
stocking  early,  and  something  may  be  said  as  to  its 
advantage  or  otherwise :  it  is  possible  they  may  be 
washed  away  during  the  winter  floods.  This  I  do 
not  agree  with  altogether — in  thick  water  fish  almost 
invariably  keep  down  on  the  bottom.  I  have 
known  cases  where  the  floods  have  risen  as  much 
as  18in.  over  the  ponds,  but  few  fish  left  their 
homes.  Stocking  early  means  that  the  fish  get  accus- 
tomed to  their  new  haunts  b  ;fore  the  fishing  season 
commences,  which,  to  my  mind,  is  an  advantage, 
and  they  can  be  seen  to  and  marked.  Now,  late 
stocking,  the  purchaser  has  the  advantage  of  a 
slightly  larger  fish  and  ready  to  take  a  fly  or  bait, 
not  having  been  put  down  by  others  fishing  over 
him  or  pricked  and  returned,  as  it  very  often 
happens.  On  the  whole,  I  think  I  should  prefer 
the  former.  Now,  as  to  number  and  size  of  fish 
you  require,  if  you  want  sport  early,  of  coursg 
you  buy  the  larger  fish  ;  if  immaterial,  then  year- 
lings would  suffice,  the  latter  being  cheaper  and 
travel  far  easer,  though  two-year-olds  go  very 
well  twenty-five  to  thirty  in  a  can,  if  the  weather  is 
not  too  warm.  Having  decided  on  the  number 
and  size,  write  to  the  nearest  piscicnltural  establish- 
ment, so  as  to  save  rail  (which  comes  to  a  consider- 
able amount  at  times,  but  we  hope  with  the  Board 
of  Agriculture's  help  to  get  the  freight  reduced),  for 
prices,  there  may  be  more  than  one  in  your  district, 
and  their  prices  may  vary,  but  as  to  that  you  can 
please  yourself.  All  arrangements  should  be  left  to 
the  sender,  who  will  see  them  through  if  necessary,  but 
this  does  not  often  happen,  unless  in  a  complicated 
route.  Instructions  are  always  given  as  to  turning 
the  fish  out,  and  get  the  water  in  the  cans  gradually 
to  the  same  temperature  as  that  into  which  they 
are  to  enter.  I  have  known  a  case  where  the  mayor, 
or  high  official,  threw  the  fish  out  at  a  public  cere- 
mony over  a  bridge — what  was  the  result  ?  Nearly 
half  of  them  turned  up  and  were  lost.  Much  care 
has  to  be  exercised  in  handling  these  frail  goods  of 
the  river.  Fish  are  always  starved  for  a  day  or 
two  before  being  sent,  otherwise  the  water  would 
become  foul,  and  they  will  be  seen  turning  up  in 
the  can,  and  not  down  at  the  bottom,  as  they 
should  arrive,  and  in  pure  water. 

How  many  there  are  who,  if  they  only  knew 
how  to  treat  a  river  (especially  if  it  happens  to  be 
their  own),  could  turn  it  to  good  account.  Fi.sher- 
men,  like  the  poor,  are  always  with  us,  and 
gradually  increase  every  year ;  thousands  from 
large  towns  take  advantage  of  their  week-end  to 
indulge  in  their  favourite  sport,  and  are  willing  to 
pay  for  it ;  over  £50  a  rod  is  frequently  asked  on 
waters  of  good  repute,  but  very  fair  fishing  can  b« 
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had  at  a  more  moderate  sum.  I  have  one  in  my 
mind  near  Hungerford.  on  that  celebrated  river  the 
Keimet.  at  £15  15s.  and  £10  10s.  jjer  rod-  The 
former  includes  Sunday  fishing,  and  I  believe  sport 
is  guaranteed — at  any  rate,  since  I  have  kno^ra  it,  I 
have  heard  of  no  blank  days,  whatever  the  weather 
happened  to  be.  The  last  time  I  fished  there  it 
was  a  strong  north-east  wind.  I  only  tried  for 
about  an  hour,  but  brought  to  bank  a  brace  and  a 
half,  fib.  and  1  lb.  This  year  I  firmly  believe  it 
will  be  one  of  the  finest  reaches  in  the  South  of 
England,  six  and  a  half  miles  in  all.  There  is 
grayling  fishing  on  now,  at  5s.  a  day,  for  those  who 
staik  the  wily  Thymallus,  but,  personally,  I  should 
like  to  see  them  elsewhere.  There  is  shortly  to  be 
a  new  hatchery  near  Hungerford,  no  better  spring 
ever  existed,  and  sufficient  water  to  hatch  almost 
all  the  ova  in  England.  This  hatching  process 
should  be  encouraged  ;  it  very  often  happens  that 
a  suitable  place  may  be  found.  It  is  interesting 
to  watch  the  progress  of  the  young  fry,  and  with 
a  little  trouble  it  pays  in  the  end.  A  little  food 
given  often  in  the  day  till  they  learn  to  feed 
may  be  thrown  to  them.  Now  is  the  time, 
therefore,  to  consider  these  things  before  too  late. 
Order  what  you  want  now,  and  my  advice  is,  get  the 
fish,  they  will  probably  be  the  strongest  ones  of 
the  year.  We  look  to  oiu-  rods,  see  what  they 
require,  varnish,  silk  windings,  rings  worn,  or  heaps 
of  other  things  ;  many  a  time  have  I  set  to  on  a 
long  winter  evening  and  had  a  thorough  overhaul. 
Send  your  rods  to  the  maker,  if  possible,  he  will 
take  more  interest  in  them,  maybe,  than  a  different 
firm  ;  or,  in  many  cases,  you  can  do  it  yourself. 
Xow  that  so  many  fish-breeding  establishments  have 
sprung  up,  the  prices  are  considerably  lower  than 
formerly,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  rearing  pheasants 
and  other  game,  the  stock  has  to  be  kept  up. 

Chips. 


"THE  SPOKTSMAN'S  GUIDE  TO 
NOKTH-WESTEEN  EHODESIA." 

ilR.  Ferdinand  Aitkens,  a  District  Commis- 
sioner in  Xorth-Westem  Rhodesia,  has  written  a 
useful  little  pamphlet,  published  by  the  "  Com- 
mercial Intelligence "  Publishing  Company,  166, 
Fleet-street,  London,  E.G. 

The  big  game  man  will  find  in  it  all  the  uiforma- 


Mr.  Ferdinand  Aitkens. 


tion  he  requires.  He  is  told  how  to  reach  the 
hunting  grounds,  and  the  different  species  of  ante- 
lope he  may  reasonably  expect  to  find  when  he 
_'f;t.s  there. 

Steamship  and  railway  fares,  time-tables,  and 
distances  are  given  in  the  opening  chapter,  and 
will  save  the  sportsman  the  trouble  of  finding  these 
things  out  for  himself. 

A  full  list  of  big  game  met  with  in  North- 
Western  Rhodesia  follows,  and  a  very  formidable 
one  it  is. 

The  author  devotes  a  section  of  Chapter  II.  to 
each  of  the  five  hunting  groimds  he  describes, 
and  the  information  given  should  spare  the  sports- 
man much  fruitless  wandering. 

His  chapter  on  river  navigation  is  instructive, 
and  proves  that  the  author  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  hia  suVjject. 

There  are  doubtless  many  who  have  never  heard 
of  the  "  tiger-fish,"  but  the  author  gives  us  the 
impression  that  this  very  game  fish  affords  excellent 
sport. 

The  photographs  aptly  illustrate  the  text,  and 


the  sketch  map  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet  serves 
its  purpose. 

In  short,  the  author  has  compiled  a  handy  little 
guide,  which  sportsmen  intending  to  visit  the  little- 
kno\TO  hunting  grounds  of  Noi  th-Wcstern  Rhodesia 
should  consult. 


TIBBIE'S  COTTAGE  AT  ST.  MARY'S 
LOCH. 

(From  the  Nodes  Ambrosiance  of  Christopher  North. ) 

Shepherd.  A  COSY  bield  this,  sirs,  o'  Tibbie's — 
just  like  a  bit  wren's  nest. 

North.    Methinks  'tis  liker  an  ant-hill. 
Tickler.  Bee-hive. 

Shepherd.  A  wren's  nest's  round  and  theekit  wi' 
moss — sae  is  Tibbie's  ;  a  wren's  nest  has  a  wee  bit 


eminence  growing  out  of  the  green  ground — and  so  is 
Tibbie's  ;  an  ant-hill  is  prettily  thatclied  wi'  tiny 
straw  and  grass-blades,  and  leaves  and  lichens — 
and  so  is  Tibbie's  ;  an  ant-hill,  in  worst  weather, 
is  impervious  to  the  elements,  trembles  not  in  its 
calm  interior,  nor — howl  till  ye  split,  ye  tempests — 
at  any  blast  doth  Tibbie's  ;  an  ant-hill,  spontaneous 
birth  of  the  soil  though  it  seems  to  be,  hath  its  own 
order  of  architecture,  and  was  elaborated  by  its 
own  dwellers — and  how  wonderfully  full  of  accom- 
modation, when  all  the  rooms  at  night  become  the 
rooms  of  sleep — just  like  Tibbie's  ;  an  ant-hill, 
though  apparently  far  from  market,  never  runs  out 
of  provisions — nor,  when  "  winter  lingering  chills 
the  lap  of  May,"  ever  once  doth  Tibbie's  ;  Solomon, 
speaking  of  an  ant-hill,  said,  "  Look  at  the  ant,  thou 
sluggard — consider  her  ways  and  be  \vise," — and  so 
now  saith  North,  sitting  in  Tibbie's  ;  so  for  these, 
and  a  thousand  other' reasons,  of  which  I  mention 


Some  Tiger  Fish. 
(See  "The  Sportsman s  Guide  to  North-AVesterii  Rhodesia.") 


canny  hole  in  the  side  o't  for  the  birdies  to  hap  in 
and  out  o',  aiblins  wi'  a  hangin  leaf  to  hide  and  fend 
by  way  o'  door — and  sae  has  Tibbie's  ;  a  wren's 
nest's  aye  dry  on  the  inside,  though  drappin  on  the 
out  wi'  dew  or  rain — and  sae  is  Tibbie's  ;  a  wren's 
nest's  for  ordinar  biggit  in  a  retired  spat,  yet  within 
hearin  o'  the  hum  o'  men,  as  weel's  o'^water,  be  it 


but  one — namely,  that  here,  too,  as  there,  is  felt  the 
balmy  influence  of  the  mountain-dew — I  said, 
"  methinks  'tis  hke  an  ant-hill."    Sir  ? 

Tickler.  A  bee-hive  is  a  straw-built  shed,  loving 
the  lownness,  without  fearing  the  wind,  and  stand- 
ing in  a  sheltered  place,'where  yet  the  breezes  have 
leave  to  come  and  go  at  will,  wafting  away  the  crea- 


SoME  Tiger  Fish.  5 
(See  "The  Sportsman's; Guide" to  North-Western  Rhodesia.  ")j 


linn  or  lake — and  sae  is  Tibbie's  ;  a  ■wren's  nest's 
no  easy  fund,  yet  when  you  happen  to  keek  on't, 
you  wunner  hoo  ye  never  saw  the  happy  housie  afore 
— and  sae  is't  wi'  Tibbie's  ;  therefore,  sirs,  for  sic 
reasons,  and  a  thousand  mair,  I  observed,  "  a  cosy 
bield  this  o'  Tibbie's — just  like  a  bit  wren's  nest." 
Sir  ? 

North.    An  ant-hill's  like  sonic  small  natural 


turcs  with  whom  work  all  day  long  is  cheerful  as 
play,  outward  or  homeward  bound,  to  or  fro  among 
the  heathery  hills  where  the  wild  honey  grows — 
and  these  are  pretty  points  of  resemblance  to 
Tibbie's  ;  a  bee-hive  is  never  mute — for  all  that 
restless  noise  of  industry  sinks  away  with  the  setting 
sun  into  a- steady  murmur,  fit  music  for  the  moon- 
light— and  so  is  it,  when  all  the  household  are  at 
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rest,  in  Tibbie's  ;  a  bee-hive  wakens  at  peep  of  day — 
its  inmates  losing  not  a  glint  of  the  morning,  early 
as  the  laverocks  waukening  by  the  daisy's  side — and 
so,  well  knows  Aurora,  does  Tibbie's  ;  a  bcc-hive  is 
the  perfection  of  busy  order,  where,  without  knowing 
it,  every  worker  by  instinct  obeys  the  Queen — and 
even  so  seemeth  it  to  be  in  Tibbie's  ;  so  for  these, 
and  a  thousand  other  reasons,  of  which  I  mention 
but  two,  that  it  standeth  in  a  land  overflowing  with 
milk  and  honey,  and  wanteth  an  eke,  I  said  — 
Bee-hive.    Sir  ? 

Shepherd.  A  %vren'8  nest  grows  cauld  in  ae  single 
season,  and  then's  seen  stickin  cauld  and  discon- 
solate in  amang  the  thorns  o'  the  leafless  hedge,  or 
to  the  side  o'  the  mouth  o'  some  solitary  cave  or  cell 
amang  the  dreepin  rocks  ;  and  whore  the  twa 
pawrent  birds  and  the  weel-feathercd  family — 
perhaps  half  a  score  or  a  dizzen — hae  flown  till,  wha 
kens  ?  No  me,  lookin  about  and  seein  nae  wing, 
listenin  and  hearin  nae  note  in  the  wilderness — a' 
mute  and  motionless  in  frost  and  snaw — -as  if  a' 
singers  and  chirpers  were  dead  !  But,  thank  God  ! 
it's  nae  sae  in  Tibbie's  ;  for  in  the  dead  o'  winter, 
I've  seen't  lookin  mair  gladsomer,  if  possible,  than 
in  the  life  o'  spring  ;  and  though  ane  o'  the  auld 
birds  be  nae  mair — yet  that  happened  lang  syne — 
here  are  the  maist  feck  o'  the  young  anes — (the 
ithers  hae  yemigrated  to  America) — cantier  and 
cantier  ilka  year.  Whisht — hasna  the  cretur  a 
lint3'-like  vice — that's  Dolly — as  she's  cleanin  the 
dishes — no  forgettin  that  she's  within  ma  hearin — 
singin  ane  o'  the  auld  Shepherd's  sangs  !    Sir  ? 

North.  A  drove  of  cattle  tread  the  myxiad-lifed 
ant-hill — the  fairy  palace  with  all  its  silent  people — 
into  the  hoof-printed  mire  of  death  ;  but  ruin  is  not 
like  the  blind  bestial,  James — and  will  spare  Tibbie.'s, 
James — till  with  its  contemporary  trees — now  a 
youthful  brotherhood — many  human  ages  hence 
it  fades  away  with  gradual,  unperceived,  and  un- 
painful  decay,  while  the  wayfaring  stranger,  pausing 
to  eye  the  scene  so  still  and  solitary,  shall  know  not 
that  he  is  looking  on  ruins,  but  suppose  them  to  be 
but  simple  scatterings  of  rocks  !    Sir  ? 

Tickler.  Full  to  overflowing  of  honey  and  happi- 
ness, a  hideous  hound,  without  the  fear  of  Huber 
before  his  eyes,  hangs  the  hive  over  a  pit  of  sulphur, 
and  twenty  thousand  faithful  subjects  perish  with 
their  Queen  !  But  no  unhallowed  hand,  James, 
shall  touch  the  rigging  of  Tibbie's  roof — no  stifling 
vapour  shall  ever  fill  these  cells — and  when  he  who 
shall  be  nameless — the  Unavoidable — who  never 
names  his  day — comes  hither  on  his  one  visit — his 
first  and  his  last— may  be  taken  by  Tibbie  for  his 
brother  Sleep  ! 


THE   SE  A  -  FISHEKMAN.* 

By  the  late  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 

Edited  by  his  son,  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 


•  BEVISED  COP.YBIGHT  PUBLICATION,  ILLUSTRATED. 

(Continued  from  page  381.) 
Methods  op  Fishing. 
The  different  methods  of  taking  sea-fish  may  be 
briefly  comprehended  under  the  following  heads, 
namely :  hand-line  fishing,  angling  or  rod  fishing, 
long-lining  or  trotting,  net-fishing  and  spearing. 
There  is  also  a  method  of  taking  fish  by  weirs, 
gradually  becoming  obsolete.  Hand-line  fishing  has 
two  great  divisions,  namely,  at  anchor  and  in 
motion.  Fishing  at  anchor,  or  moored  with  a  stone 
killick,  subdivides  itself  into  ground  and  drift-line 
fishing,  of  which  ground-fishing  may  be  defined  to 
consist  in  using  a  single  heavy  lead  as  a  sinker  at 
the  end  of  the  line,  on  or  close  to  the  bottom  ; 
whilst  in  drift-line  fishing,  leads  at  intervals  are 
placed  as  sinkers,  usually  at  the  distance  of  two 
fathoms,  and  from  twelve  to  forty  to  the  pound  ; 
besides  which,  drift-lines  are  also  used  entirely 
wthout  lead,  at  the  stern  of  the  boat  ;  and  some- 
times with  a  cork  float  to  assist  in  taking  out  the 
line  when  little  tide  is  running,  a  method  much  in 
vogue  at  Plymouth,  in  which  case  one  light  lead 
only  is  used.  Fishing  in  motion  includes  nieling, 
or  railing,  and  whiffing,  both  of  which  signify  the  act 
of  towing  lines  after  the  boat ;  the  former  when 
under  sail,  the  latter  when  sculling  or  pulling  slowly. 
Whiffing  is  in  some  parts  also  applied  in  the  same 
Benso  as  reeling  or  railing,  but  it  would  be  better 

*  Fifth  edition,  much  enlarged  and  almost  en- 
tirely ro-written  with  additional  augmentations. 
AH  rights  reserved. 


to  confine  it  to  fishing  in  motion,  by  rowing  or 
sculling,  to  avoid  confusion  of  terms.  Reeling  or 
railing  may  be  defined  to  consist  in  towing  a  lead, 
of  a  pound  weight  and  over,  after  a  sailing-boat. 

Wo  may  also  include  under  hand-line  fishing  the 
method  of  throwing  out  a  ledger-line  with  a  weight 
at  the  end  from  the  shore,  as  from  piers,  quays, 
shelving  beaches  and  steep  rocks  ;  together  with 
angling  with  a  long  strong  rod  from  any  of  these 
positions  or  from  a  boat.  The  use  of  trots,  bulters. 
long-lines,  or  spillers,  which  are  in  fact  synonymous 
terms,  is  another  kind  of  ground-fishing  in  which  the 
lines  are  left  to  themselves  for  a  greater  or  less 
time,  according  to  circumstances,  sometimes  being 
shot  overnight  and  hauled  next  morning,  the 
management  of  which  is  so  different  from  other 
lines  that  we  may  very  well  class  it  by  itself.  The 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  this  kind  of  line  is 
that  it  consists  of  a  long  line  or  back  with  snoods 
and  hooks  at  intervals,  the  whole  affair  being  sunk 
and  mooi'ed  by  stones  or  anchors.  In  another  part 
of  this  work  descriptions  and  illustrations  are  given. 
There  yet  remains  not-fishing,  and  the  use  of 
spears  and  harpoons.  The  usual  fish  taken  with 
ground-lines  are  pout,  whiting,  haddock,  cod, 
ling,  bream,  dabs,  flounders,  plaice,  gurnards,  €*ls, 
and  congers  ;  in  drift-line  fishing,  pollack,  sea-bream, 
mackerel,  bass,  and  garfish  or  long-noses ;  in 
reeling  and  whiffing,  the  same  as  in  drift-line  fishing, 
the  sea-bream,  however,  only  exceptionally. 

In  ledger-fishing  or  throwing  out  a  line  from  the 
shore,  bass,  congers,  pout,  pollack,  and  wrasse,  with 


eels  and' flounders  from  certain  quays  and  piers,  and 
exceptionally  red  mullet.  In  angling  with  rod  and 
line,  the  same  as  with  the  ledger-line,  also  bass, 
atherine,  pollack,  and.coalfish,  and  in  some  places 
off  steep  rocks,  sea-bream,  mackerel,  and  horse- 
mackerel  or  scad.  On  trots  or  bulters,  every  kind 
of  ground-fish,  including  turbot  ;  and  on  the 
floating-trot,  pollack  and  garfish,  and  sometimes 
bass  and  bream.  Evsry  variety  of  fish  found  in  the 
British  seas  is  taken  at  some  time  or  other  in  nets  ; 
and  the  flounder  and  eels  by  spearing.  The  grey 
mullet,  although  very  abundant  round  our  southern 
coasts,  are  seldom  taken,  as  a  rule,  in  any  quantity 
with  rod  and  line.  The  exceptional  places  which 
have  come  to  my  knowledge  are  Dover,  Little- 
hampton,  Southampton,  Plymouth.  Penzance, 
Jersey,  Cherbourg,  and  near  Bideford,  and  Barn- 
staple, at  all  of  which  excellent  catches  are  occa- 
sionally made.  They  are  rarely  taken  by  spearing 
in  British  waters,  this  amusement  being  more  fol- 
lowed in  warm  climates,  particularly  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, where  it  is  carried  on  by  torchlight.  The 
bonita,  dolphin,  albicore,  and  kingfish  are  often 
struck  with  the  "  Grains  "  in  warm  latitudes  ;  and 
the  harpoon  is  brought  into  requisition  for  the 
shark,  the  porpoise,  and  the  whale.  The  shark,  as 
is  well  known,  is  also  often  taken  with  a  chain-hook, 
and  is  sometimes  noosed  in  a  bowline-knot,  being 
coaxed  to  swim  through  it  by  a  bait  held  in  front. 
The  chain  must  have  a  very  strong  swivel  at  the  top. 

The  Possible  Bag 

is  very  useful  for  travellers,  who  naturally  wish  to 
add  as  little  as  possible  to  their  impedimenta.  Let 


it  contain  a  brass  tobacco-box,  with  loose  hooks 
and  swivels,  two  or  three  hanks  of  snooding  wound 
on  cotton  reels,  a  hank  of  gut,  also  a  skein  of 
thread,  and  a  bit  of  shoemaker's  wax  in  leather. 

Shifting  Leads  for  Seaside  Visitors. 

Some  kinds  of  ground-fishing  leads  are  not  calcu- 
lated from  their  shape  for  railing  or  towing  after  a 
boat,  but  railing  or  reeling  plummots  may  bo  used 
for  ground-fishing,  especially  in  the  Kentish  Rig. 

Each  form  of  gear  must  be  in  itself  complete, 
having  its  own  strop,  for  the  Kentish  Rig  requires 
a  double  strop,  the  railing  or  reeling  gear  a  single 
one.  and  a  single  strop  would  allow  too  much  play 
to  the  Kentish  Rig,  whilst  the  double  strop  would 
be  too  large  to  pass  through  the  hole  of  the  reeling 
chopstick.    (See  Fig.  1.) 

Sea-fishino  and  Hydrography. 

As  the  nature  of  the  soundings  generally  deter- 
mines the  kind  of  fish  to  be  taken  oft  any  coast, 
an  acquaintance  with  local  hydrography  will  be  of 
great  service  in  the  absence  of  information  which 
the  old  hands  alone  possess,  and  are  sometimes 
rather  chary  of  affording  to  strangers.  I  need  not 
inform  the  experienced  that  pollack  are  found  off 
the  rocky  points  and  on  or  close  to  foul  ground, 
whiting  usually  on  soft  ground,  and  dabs  on  both 
oozy  bottoms  and  hard  sand,  mullet  and  sand- 
smelts  at  the  mouth  of  streams  or  drains,  etc. ; 
but  to  all,  whether  previously  well  acquainted  with 
general  sea-fishing  or  not,  I  strongly  recommend 


the  purchase  of  the  chart  or  plan  of  that  particular 
harbour,  arm  of  the  sea,  or  section  of  coast  they 
may  visit,  on  as  large  a  scale  as  possible,  as  a 
useful  preliminary  to  the  acquisition  of  the  necessary 
local  knowledge.  The  Admiralty  charts  are  recom- 
mended, and  are  sold  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Potter,  31, 
Poultry,  and  Mr.  E.  Stanford,  Charmg  Cross.  They 
run  from  one  to  four  shillings  each,  according  to 
extent.  For  a  certain  kind  of  information  you  must 
rely  on  residents  of  the  locality,  such  as  the  time 
of  tide  to  fish  certain  spots,  where  to  procure  bait, 
and  the  very  precise  mai-ks  at  times  requisite  for 
pout-fishing.  This, however, should  not  prevent  your 
informing  yourself  as  to  the  general  features  of  the 
harbour,  coast-line,  and  offing,  which  the  chart  or  plan 
will  afford,  thus  gradually  rendering  you  independent 
of  external  aid,  and  bringing  you  acquainted  with 
various  ground  which  might  otherwise  escape  your 
notice.  Let  us  suppose  a  stranger  visiting  Ply- 
mouth, tolerably  acquainted  with  sea-fishing  and 
desirous  of  taking  pollack  ;  on  referring  to  his  chart, 
he  will  find  many  suitable  grounds,  namely,  for 
shore-fishing  in  the  east  corner  of  Millbay,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  stream  for  smelts,  off  the  pier  or 
pontoon  for  pollack  and  mullet,  and  at  Flat  Rock 
for  pollack  on  flowing  tide. 

The  entrance  gates  of  the  Great  Western  Docks 
are  much  frequented  for  grey  mullet  angling. 

For  boat-fishing,  round  the  Cobbler  Buoy  at  the 
entrance  of  Catwater,  either  whiffing  or  moored, 
for  pollack  ;  and  other  places  too  numerous  to 
mention. 

The  advantages  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
local  charts  are  incalculable,  for  having  first  made 
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yoiirself  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  fish,  you  will 
thereby  be  enabled  to  determine  their  haunts. 

Gear  or  Tackle  Required  in  Ska-pisking. 

This  varies  much  in  different  localities;  instead' 
therefore,  of  giving  a  long  list  of  articles,  T  shal^ 
just  mention  a  few  lines  which  will  be  useful  later  on, 
leaving  readers  to  gather  what  will  meet  their  require- 
ments, according  to  the  kinds  of  fish  of  which  they 
may  go  in  quest.  The  few  following  lines,  etc.,  are  far 
from  expensive,  and  may  be  obtained  from  most 
sea-fishing  tackle  manufacturers.  The  materials  of 
sea-fishing  gear,  namely,  lines,  snoods,  and  hooks, 
can  be  purchased  at  almost  all  seaside  towns  and 
villages,  but  places  where  really  good  gear  is  sold 
ready  fitted  for  use  were  formerly  very  few  and 
far  between,  practical  information  on  this  subject 
having  been  far  from  as  widely  diffused  as  desirable. 

The  amateur  had  better  therefore  provide  two 
lines  for  ground-fishing,  one  with  a  sinker  of  1  lb., 
and  another  with  a  sinker  of  21b.  weight, 
either  of  the  boat-shape  or  Kentish  Rig.  Also 
a  pair  of  21b.  mackerel  leads,  with  two  fine 
whiting  lines,  each  thirty  fathoms,  on  reels  6in. 
by  oin.,  for  convenience  in  packing.  The  lines 
can  be  attached  to  either  the  mackerel  plummets 
or  ground  leads  and  shifted  at  pleasure,  a  great 
convenience  for  tourists  :  but  residents  have  each 
line  for  its  own  work  generally — much  the  prefer- 
able method  of  the  two.  A  few  spare  snoods,  a 
hank  of  strong  gut,  twenty-five  white  tinned 
hooks.  No.  11,  for  either  pollack  or  mackerel  ; 
twentv-five  No.  13.  for  pout,  dabs,  or  flounders. 
(See  Pig.  2.)  Two  horse-hair  lines,  lightly  leaded, 
as  described  under  "  Pollack,"  on  reels,  6in. 
by  oin.,  for  drift-fishing  for  either  pollack, 
mackerel,  or  sea-bream,  which  may  also  be  used 
whiflBng  under  oars,  but  not  under  sail  from  the 
great  risk  of  breakage.  The  two  first-mentioned 
lines,  intended  to  answer  a  double  purpose,  should 
be  of  two  strands  only,  and  marked  at  the  required 
length,  as  described  under  "  Mackerel."  The  stock 
of  lines,  etc.,  can  always  be  increased  as  the  fisher- 
man becomes  familiar  with  his  sport,  which  will  be 
a  better  course  than  encumbering  himself  with  a 
large  quantity  of  gear  which  he  may  not  require 
at  the  locality  he  may  visit. 

In  the  present  article  I  have  mentioned  places 
with  which  I  am  personally  familiar  on  portions  of 
our  coasts,  where  all  the  various  methods  of  taking 
fish  in  the  British  and  in  many  foreign  waters  are 
in  practice. 

Portsmouth. — Reeling  or  railing  for  mackerel  is 
much  followed  by  the  Gosport  fishermen  in  June, 
July,  August,  and  September,  at  the  east  end  of 
the  Lsle  of  Wight,  near  the  Nab  Lightship,  opposite 
Bembridge,  which  is  as  near  to  Portsmouth  as  any 
luck  can  be  expected,  as  it  is  quite  an  exception 
to  take  any  number  of  mackerel  closer  to  the  shore. 

Whiting-pout  near  the  Buoy  of  the  Boyne,  outside 
Southsea  Castle  and  in  various  other  spots.  In  the 
harbour  at  the  moorings  of  the  "  Boys'  Brig,"  but 
here  usually  they  are  very  small. 

Whiting  and  pout  at  Spithead,  and  Hill  Head  in 
autumn,  likewise  small  as  compared  with  fish 
farther  west :  bass  are  sometimes  taken  off  Block- 
house Point  Beach  by  line,  and  by  shooting  a  trot 
in  the  mouth  of  Haslar  Creek.  Best  bait,  cuttle- 
fish, sand-smelts  in  Portsmouth  Harbour.  Angling 
at  Southsea  Pier  for  smelts  and  pollack. 

Isle   of    IF  Whiting-pollack    (here  called 

whiting-cole)  off  Sea-View,  near  Bembridge  Ledge, 
and  also  off  other  rocky  points  at  the  back  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  with  mackerel  anywhere  off  the  last 
mentioned  in  the  summer  months.  Good  long- 
lining  or  trotting  off  Sea- View  ;  lug-worms  abundant. 
.\  sand-eel  seine  is  kept  at  Sandown,  but  is  seldom 
u.sed  after  July.  Pout,  flatfish,  codling,  eels,  and 
sometimes  Vjass  by  angling  from  Ryde  Pier. 

The  Solent.— The  fishing  in  the  Solent  is  not  of 
much  account  at  the  present  day,  whatever  it 
might  have  been  formerly,  and  consists  of  some 
pouting  and  whiting  catching,  and  trotting  for 
small  conger,  etc.,  with  smelt-fishing,  in  the  various 
rivers  emptying  themselves  therein,  in  which  also 
flounders,  eels,  and  mullet  will  Ik;  found.  Bass  at 
the  mouth  of  Lymington  Creek,  and  other  harbours. 

SwUhampfon..—Ha,nd-Hm(ihii,  bass,  and  mullet  in 
the  docks  and  from  piers  and  quays  on  the  Itchen 
river.  Whiting  very  numerous  but  small,  at  the 
lower  portion  of  Southampton  Water  and  near  the 
Bramble  Shoal  ;  also  off  Hythe.  Trawling  in 
Southampton  Water.  Many  fine  eels  arc  taken  both 
by  hook  and  line,  bobbing  and  spearing.    No  bait 


is  equal  to  the  soft  crab  for  line-fishing,  for  eels 
and  flounders  in  a  tideway. 

Christchurch  and  Poo/c— Christchurch  Bay  affords 
mackerel -fishing,  which  may  be  understood  to  be 
almost  universal  on  the  coast  westwards  during 
the  summer  months,  and  the  rocky  ground  of  Christ- 
church  Ledge  will  furnish  whiting-cole  ;  in  this  and 
Poole  harbours,  sand-smelts  are  very  numerous, 
with  eels,  flounders,  and  grey  mullet.  Wild-fowl 
shooting  is  good  here  in  hard  winters.  Bass  in  the 
mouths  of  both  these  harbours. 

Southend. — Dabs,  flounders,  and  sometimes  plaice, 
codlings,  and  freshwater  eels,  can  be  taken  from 
the  landing  pier  with  the  angling  rod  or  throw-out 
lines;  bait,  lugworms,  ragworms,  and  soft  crabs 
when  obtainable.  Mussels  can  be  used,  but  the 
shore  crabs  steal  this  bait  more  than  the  above- 
named,  of  which  soft  crab  holds  on  the  hook  best. 
Shad  are  sometimes  taken  here.  Southend  and 
Leigh  Creek  are  believed  to  be  the  nearest  grounds 
to  London  where  sea-fish  can  be  taken  in  any 
quantity  to  make  it  worth  while  to  angle  for  them,  or 
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use  handlines  from  pier  or  boat.  Lugworms  and 
living  shrimps  are  the  baits  mostly  in  use  here,  and 
as  Leigh  is  a  very  important  shrimping  station,  a 
supply  of  shrimps  is  generally  procurable  by  arrange- 
ment with  a  local  fisherman,  previous  to  a  visit  to 
Leigh  or  Southend. 

Sheerne-ss. — Shoals  of  bass  are  seen  off  the  pier 
end  in  May,  June,  and  July,  and  are  taken  with 
the  celebrated  india-rubber  spinning  sand-esl,  and 
the  plano-convex  spinning  minnow  No.  4,  price  Is., 
made  by  Mr.  W.  Hearder,  Plymouth.  The  double- 
twist  spinning  sand-eels  of  Messrs.  C.  and  R.  Burks 
have  been  found  very  killing  ;  address,  62,  South- 
side -street,  Plymouth.  The  shrimpers  in  summer 
catch  plenty  of  sand-eels,  which  could  be  turned  to 
account  as  bait,  and  the  shrimps  could  be  used  on 
a  paternoster  or  flying  trace.  Dabs  are  very  fine 
here,  and  whiting,  whiting-pout,  and  sometimes 
codling  are  caught ;  bait,  lugworms,  ragworms,  and 
mussels.  Sand-eels' can  bo  scraped  from  the  sands 
to  the  south-eastward  of  Sheerness  along  the  coast, 
and  can  be  used  either  living  or  dead.  (N.B. — Sand- 
eels  intended  for  use  the  same  day  as  scraped  from 
the  sand  may  be  preserved  alive  for  several  hours 
in  a  wooden  bucket  with  wet  sand,  covered  with 


seaweed.  The  bucket  must  be  protected  from  the 
sun.) 

Whitslahle. — Plenty  of  dabs,  plaice,  flounders,  and 
codling.    Bait,  lugworms  and  mussels. 

Heme  Bay. — Whiting,  dabs,  plaice,  and  codling. 
Bait,  lugworms  and  mussels.  Bass  sometimes  taken 
with  sand-eel  bait. 

WesUjate  Bay  and  Birchington. — Codling  can  be 
caught  with  a  floa.ted  or  ledger  lino  .on  floodtide  with 
the  rod.  Bait,  lugworms  or  mussels,  or  small 
whelks.  Fish  in  the  intervals  between  the  rocks, 
bait  on  the  bottom. 

Margate. — Bass  sometimes  taken  with  the  artificial 
spinning  sand-eel  bait,  at  or  near  Longnose  buoy, 
near  North  Foreland,  or  lug  bait,  angling  from  the 
piers  or  jetty  with  lugworm  or  cuttle  bait,  or  with 
a  live  flatfish  on  a  float  line,  the  float  from  time  to 
time  adjusted  to  suspend  the  bait  about  2ft.  above 
the  bottom.  Size  of  flatfish  about  Sin.  to  a  little 
under  4in.  in  length.  Fish  on  floodtide.  Kentish 
name  for  bass,  sea  or  salmon  dace.  Grey  mullet 
sometimes  angled  for  with  a  portion  of  inside  of 
skate,  in  appearance  like  sweetbread.  The  pater- 
noster baited  with  lugworm,  raw  or  boiled  shrimp, 
will  take  flounders,  dabs,  plaice,  and  freshwater 
eels  in  the  harbour,  and  also  small  whiting  and  cod- 
ling from  the  jetty.  With  lugworm  and  fresh 
herring  or  sprats,  the  same  fish  of  larger  size  can 
be  taken  in  the  offing  from  boats.  Agent  for  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  Mr.  H.  W.  Hall, 
Principal,  Clare  House  School.  Terms  for  members 
of  the  B.S.  A.S.,  Friday  to  Monday,  single  fare.  6s.  2d. 
third  class.  October  to  March.  Hotel :  Ship,  T. 
Jephcott,  good  angler,  much  information.  Boat- 
men :  T.  Parker,  34,  Clifton-street ;  J.  Dixon, 
Sidney-place.    Boat,  bait,  and  man,  8s.  per  day. 

Broadstairs. — Fish  :  January  to  March,  very 
little  to  be  done,  a  few  codling.  April  to  June, 
some  codling,  pout,  and  flatfish.  July  to  September, 
whiting  and  codling  more  numerous,  with  plaice 
and  dabs.  October  to  December,  best  season, 
larger  fish.  Bass  and  mackerel  could  be  caught, 
but  receive  little  or  no  attention.  Boatmen  :  H. 
James,  Harbour-street ;  H.  Wren,  jun..  Church- 
square  ;  8s.  per  day,  boat,  bait,  and  man.  Bait, 
lugworms.  From  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  and 
personal  visit. 

Ramsgate. — The  same  kinds  of  fish  as  at  Margate, 
but  in  greater  quantity.  Bass  frequent  the  mouth 
of  Sandwich  Haven.  Agent  to  B.S. A.  Society, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Roach,  Royal  Hotel.  Single  fare  from 
London,  6s.  7d.  return  to  members,  Friday  to 
Monday,  October  to  March.  Boatmen  :  T.  Read,  10, 
and  C.  Knight,  30,  Hibernia-street.  Bait,  lugs, 
sprats,  herrings,  mackerel,  and  cuttle  and  squid 
from  trawl  smacks.  January  to  March,  cod  and 
whiting  inside  the  Goodwins.  April  to  June, 
plaice,  dabs,  flounders,  whiting,  codling,  skate,  and 
conger.  Best  all-round  fishing  from  July  to 
Christmas.  '  i 

DeaZ.— Agent  to  B.S.A.S.,  Mr.  E.  Hanger,  the  Na- 
pier, Beach-street,  about  two  and  a  half  hours'  run. 
Fares,  Friday  to  Monday  to  members,  B.S.A.S., 
6s.  lOd.  ;  return  month,  17s.  second  class.  Apart- 
ments, Mrs.  Nicholls,  172,  Beach-street,  etc.  Boat- 
men, first  class.  Terms :  8s.  per  day.  boat,  bait, 
and  man.  More  or  less  fishing  throughout  the 
year,  especially  October  to  December,  codling  and 
cod,  whiting,  flatfish,  by  rod,  handlines,  and  trots. 
Special  accommodation  for  anglers  at  the  pier. 
Lugworms,  sprats,  ragworms,  herrings,  and  mackerel 
for  bait  plentiful.  Bait  supplied  at  pier  entrance. 
Deal  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  stations  on  the  coast. 
Charge  for  pier  anglers,  3d.  per  rod  per  day. 

Dover. — Mullet,  pout,  smelts,  whiting,  coal  or 
pollack,  codling,  and  occasional  bass  from  the 
jetties  by  angling  with  ragworm  bait,  found  between 
rpcks  under  the  cliff.  ^Vhiting  also  from  end  of 
Admiralty  Pier,  mullet,  flounders,  and  eels  in  the 
harbour.  Whiffing  with  flies  or  spinning  rubber 
sand-eels,  or  ragworm,  along  the  breakwater,  or 
over  any  rocky  groimd  for  pollack,  bass,  and  some- 
times for  mackerel,  dabs,  plaice,  cod,  and  larger 
whiting  in  the  bay.  Pollack,  whiting,  pout,  plaice, 
dabs,  etc.,  most  part  of  the  year.  Best  season, 
autumn  and  early  in  •ninter. 

Folkestone.— Ajgent  to  B.S.A.S.,  Mr.  L.  D.  S.  Cuf- 
flyn,  11,  Guildhall -street.  Fare  to  members,  10s.  6d., 
Saturday  to  Monday.  Hotels  c  Queen's,  Gufldhall- 
street ;  Qarence,  Tontine-street.  Terms  :  os.  and 
upwards  per  day.  January  to  March,  pollack, 
codling,  cod.  Jlarch  to  December,  ba.ss,  bream, 
turbot,  whiting  at  times  plentiful.  Pier  angling 
for  eels,  flatfish,  and  small  pollack,  live  or  dead 
shrimp  bait  or  ragworms  with  rod  and  paternoster. 
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Whiting  until  December.  Boatmen :  J.  Grant,  6, 
Saffron-place  ;  T.  Dimne,  3,  Bennet-street.  Terms  : 
8s.  per  day. 

Sandgate  and  Hythe. — The  general  fish  of  the  coast. 
Littkton-on-Sea. — Good  hotel  accommodation  and 
fishing. 

Dungeness. — Good  fishing  in  the  East  or  West 
Roads  as  the  wind  may  serve  for  shelter  from  east 
or  west.  Railway  to  Dungeness  Lighthouse  via 
Lydd. 

R^Je. — Plaice  and  dabs  abundant  in  the  bay,  bass, 
flounders,  and  eels  at  harbour  entrance  with  the 
angling  rod,  with  "  sleeve  "  bait  (Sussex  name  for 
squid),  or  pieces  of  mackerel,  quantities  of  which  are 
taken  in  the  fixed  kettle  nets,  attached  to  stakes  in 
the  bay.  For  apartments,  boats,  bait,  etc.,  address 
Volunteer  Inn,  Rye  Harbour  (West  Side),  Sussex. 
Both  small  flounders  and  "  wriggles  "  (sand-eels)  can 
be  used  as  bait  on  the  float  or  drift  lines.  Live- 
bait  can  should  be  taken  for  these  or  live 
shrimps. 

Winchehm.— Agent  to  B.S.A.  Society,  Mr.  A. 
Eldridge,  Mill -road,  from  London  sixty-five  miles. 
Fare,  6s.  single.  Apartments :  Mrs.  A.  Eldridge, 
Mill-road,  and  others.  Terms  moderate.  January 
to  March,  flounders,  plaice,  gurnard,  whiting,  and 
conger.  April  to  June,  plaice  and  soles,  netting 
for  mackerel  and  herrings.  July  to  September, 
herrings,  bass,  whiting,  and  codling.  October  to 
December,  large  cod,  bass,  gurnard  and  whiting. 
Occasionally  lemon  soles. 

Hastings.— BsbhH,  codling,  cod,  whiting  and  plaice 
at  most  seasons.  October  to  December  best  time 
of  year.  Occasional  bass  from  May  to  November, 
with  squid  or  "sleeve"  bait,  piece  of  cuttle  or 
mackerel,  purchasable  often  at  the  fish  market. 

BexhilL— Good  general  fishing  and  apartments  ; 
Mr.  King,  house  and  boat  owner. 

(To  be  continuedi) 


THE  OTTEK  AT  HOME. 


The  otter  is  the  shyest  of  animals,  and  is  very 
seldom  seen,  even  by  the  practised  angler,  often 
his  greatest  detractor.  Reports  of  otters  being 
seen  in  such  numbers  as  four  or  five  together  are 
often  very  wide  of  the  truth.  Two  young  ones 
are  in  the  majority  of  cases  produced  at  a  time, 
so  that  to  see  four  otters  together  on  a  gravel  bed 
would  be  a  very  rare  occurrence. 

About  the  month  of  March  the  young  ones  fre- 
quent the  sources  of  rivers  or  small  brooks,  where 
they  may  secure  an  abundance  of  fry  and  other 
small  fish.  The  otter,  when  grown  to  maturity, 
which  is  in  its  fourth  or  fifth  year,  generally 
occupies  a  fresh  bed  every  day  after  its  night's 
foraging,  where  it  rests  in  snug  quarters  until 
between  the  "  gloaming  and  the  mirk,"  when  the 
"  varmint  "  sallies  fortli  in  search  of  its  favourite 
dainties.  In  a  full-grown  otter  the  jaws  are  some- 
what remarkable,  being  interlocked  -with  each  other 
at  the  points  of  junction,  and  not  united  by  liga- 
ments, as  is  the  case  with,  other  animals  I  wot  of, 
and  the  canine  teeth  are  very  advantageously 
situated  for  securing  any  prey  of  a  slippery  nature. 
The  otter  is  different  from  other  animals  of  the 
chase  by  the  impression  of  its  five  toes  without  show- 
ing the  nail-marks,  which  is  a  proof  against  the 
creature's  supposed  burrowing  proclivities. 

As  to  otter  hunting  being  a  nuisance,  such  is 
all  nonsense.  But  it  is  to  the  "Otter  at  Home" 
to  which  I  wish  to  introduce  the  reader.  Sundown 
has  arrived,  and  a  loud  splash  comes  from  the 
river.  A  shrill  whistle,  not  unlike  that  of  a  bird, 
comes  up  the  stream,  and,  though  imperceptible  in 
the  faint  moonlight,  still  the  water  moves  and  the 
trout  cease  to  rise.  The  whistle  approaches  nearer, 
and  a  rustle  is  heard,  the  osier  beds  are  stirred,  a 
long,  dark  object  makes  its  way  between  the  parted 
stems,  and  the  ot  ters  cojae  paddling  down  the  stream, 


and  while  the  moon  shows  a  gleam  of  light  at 
intervals,  the  otters  arrive  at  the  pool  and  stop, 
tumble,  and  frolic,  rolling  over  and  round,  and 
perform  the  most  marvellous  evolutions  one  could 
conceive.  They  play  for  nearly  an  hour,  when,  as 
if  suddenly  alarmed,  they  rush  down  stream  to 
their  hunting  grounds. 

The  scene  is  changed  on  the  following  morning. 
The  leafy  month  of  June  has  clothed  the  banks  of 
the  river  with  a  gorgeous  mantle  of  the  richest 
hue.  A  flash  of  dark  brown  shoots  through  th) 
water  and  vanishes  in  a  hole  in  the  bank.  Presently, 
in  the  warm  sunlight,  looking  like  a  cat  at  the 
first  glance,  the  otter  sits  on  a  big  crag  by  the  ■ 
water's  edge.  It  is  near  enough  for  me  to  study 
its  appearance  and  its  every  movement.  The 
general  opinion  is  that  the  fur  of  the  otter  throws 
the  water  off  like  feathers  on  a  duck's  back.  Such 
is  not  the  case,  as  his  fur  protects  his  body  in  a 
different  way.  Anyone  who  has  seen  a  Avater-rat 
come  up  on  a  bank  after  a  dive  will  have  a  good 
idea  of  the  general  appearance  of  an  otter's  fur. 
When  properly  treated,  the  otter  is  easily  converted 
into  an  affectionate  iiet,  and  if  captured  when  three 
or  four  weeks  old  they  easily  become  domesticated. 
The  otter  is  a  trifle  larger  than  a  cat,  having  a 
catlike  head,  only  flatter,  provided  with  a  fine  set 
of  teeth,  which  it  can  use  with  terrible  force. 
Strong  bristles  decorate  and  protect  its  lip.  Its 
eyes  are  small,  and  have  a  watchful  look  about 
them,  the  neck  is  as  thick  as  the  chest,  the  body  is 
long  and  round,  the  legs  are  very  short,  strong  and 
flexible,  the  toes  webbed  for  a  greater  part  of  their 
length,  and  the  claws  upon  them  sharp.  The  tail 
is  thick  at  the  root  and  tapers  off  to  a  point,  very 
powerful,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  swimming  machine. 
In  colour  it  is  dark  brown,  as  a  rule,  with  the 
sides  of  its  head  and  throat  brownish  grey.  While 
I  am  sketching  its  portrait,  with  a  peculiar  moving 
gait  it  moves  to  another  rock,  in  order,  as  it  were, 
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ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  RIVERSIDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  E.  J.  Finlay, 
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Foul  Fishing, 
Old  Lobb  finds  them  at  that  infernal  net-work  again. 


Fair  Fishing. 
What  is  sometimes  seen  in  the  North. 


to  get  a  better  view  of  its  surroundings.  Now  it 
shows  itself  to  perfection  and  most  naturally  in 
its  own  home.  Presently  there  is  a  little  swell  in 
th'-  water,  and  its  mate  shows  its  head  above  the 
'-^e.  A  wild  teal  duck  alights  on  the  water, 
iu  it  is  enough,  with  one  gliding  plunge,  leaving 
not  a  trace  on  the  surface,  they  are  under  the 
bank  in  their  own  quarters. 

This  is  "  The  Otter  at  Home,"  and  now  a  word 
as  to  the  creature's  food.  I  am  not  going  to  deny 
that  it  destroj's  fish.  WTiat  it  destroys  are  for 
food  alone,  ancf  not  out  of  fondness  for  killing,  The 
greater  part  of  its  diet  consists  of  crayfish,  thousands 
of  which  it  destroys,  and  it  is  for  these  that  long 
journeys  are  so  frequently  made.  One  hears  of  an 
otter  taking  and  kiULng  a  salmon  twice  or  thrice 
as  big  as  itself.  Well,  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  how  it  is  done.  Depend  upon  it,  small  fish 
are  preferred  to  large  ones,  as  they  are  much  more 
easily  captured,  and  salmon  taken  by  an  otter  and 
partly  eaten  have  very  seldom  been  found  on  the 
banks  of  any  important  river  frequented  by 
otters.    The  remains  of  eels  are  often  found. 

Spealcing  personally,  if  there  be  one  wild  animal 
I  admire  more  than  another,  commend  me  to  the 
otter.  We  have  so  few  of  them  in  any  of  our  river*, 
and  they  are  such  peaceful  creatures,  and  so 
engaging  in  their  manners  and  retiring  in  their 
habits,  indeed,  no  quadruped  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  is  more  vmassuming  than  the  ''  varmint '" 
which  supplies  such  glorious  sport  during  the 
summer  months.  Where  the  otter  lives  is  a  sign 
that  fish  are  abundant,  and  where  he  is  not,  be 
assured  that  the  usual  inhabitants  of  clear  streams 
are  scarce  in  that  quarter. 

The  otter  is  particularly  fond  of  eels,  and  if  parts 
of  these  fish  are  found — half  or  three  parts  eaten — 
on  the  river  banks,  it  is  a  sure  sign  that  otters  are 
about.  Otters  are  fonder  of  water-birds,  frogs, 
snails,  and  even  rabbits  than  they  are  of  fish,  and 
hundreds  of  times  it  has  been  stated  that  of  all  fish 
eels  are  preferred  to  anything  else,  and  my  advice 
to  all  angling  societies  is  to  leave  the  otter  alone. 
Nature  so  well  balances  herself  that  the  "  varmint  " 
does  more  good  than  harm. 

Otters  are  not  plentiful  in  any  of  the  rivers  of 
Groat  Britain.  Even  on  the  Border  rivers,  to  wit, 
the  Eden,  Border  E^k.  Liddle,  Annan,  Tyne,  Irthing. 
Caldew,  Nith,  Ayr,  and  Pettrell.  all  hunted  by  the 
Carlisle  pack,  only  thirteen  kills  were  effected  during 
thirty-six  "  meets."  One  hunt  during  the  last 
season  lasted  eight  hours,  yat  the  ''  varmint  "  got 
awa}-. 

It  is  a  well-kno\vn  fact  that  where  otters  arc 
reported  most  numerous  in  certain  northern  rivers 
salmon  and  trout  are  most  plentiful,  and  coarse 
fish  scarce  ;  in  fact,  the  otter  is  the  scavenger  of  the 
river,  and  its  prey  is  mostly  the  evil-doers  who  live 
upon  the  smaller  and  younger  fish. 

The  average  weight  of  a  full-grown  otter,  accord- 
ing to  B;'ll.  "  British  Quadrupeds,"  second  edition,  is 
1.511).  to  •201b.,  and  some  are  occasioncally  killed 
M-  i^hing  2'Ah.  to  35lb.  The  length  of  a  full-grown 
is  from  3ft.  to  3ft.  fiin.  Gilnockie. 


SEA  ANGLING  ON  LOCH  BROOM 

The  coast  of  West  Ross-shire  and  Sutherland  is 
jood  a  ground  for  sea-angling  as  any  in  the 
I  try.    The  only  drawback  to  its  popularity  is, 
.1    \et,  the  want  of  sufficient  hotel  accommodation 
and  private  lodgings.    This  district  is  very  thinly 
populated,  and  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are 
crofter  fishermen,   so  that  private  lodgings  are 
..difficult  to  get,  except  at  such  places  as  Ullapool 
and  Lochinver.     If  these  places  are  chosen  as  a 
centre,  there  is  generally  little  difficulty  in  obtaining 
suitable  quarters  at  the  various  hotels.  Lochinver, 
as  an  angling  centre,  is  well  known,  both  for  its 
fresh-water  and  its  sea-angling.    Ullapool,  on  the 
ofh'!r  hand,  is  as  yet  comppratively  unknown,  and 
'  .  requires  to  be  discovered  in  order  that  it  may 
ime  popular.    It  is  an  old-world  spot  of  at 
'   eighty  years  behind  the  times  in  modern 
ities,  but,  owing  to  the  herring  fishing  which  has 
■I  carried  on  so  successfully  during  the  past  two 
ons,  there  is  still  some  hope  for  it.    There  are 
i  •  -hotels  here,  or,  rather,  country  inns,  and  anumber 
of  respectable  jMojAe  in  the  place  take  in  summer 
bofifders.  There  is  also  a  small  hot<il  at  Dundonnell, 
on  Little  Loch  Broom,  but,  as  this  is  generally  fully 
(y:cupied  during  the  summer,  it  is  advisable  to  write 
b<;forehand  and  secure  accommodation.   Boats  and 
Bif-n  are  easily  got,  and  five  shillings  per  day  is 


usually  sufficient  to  find  a  man  with  his  boat  at 
one's  disposal.  All  the  boatmen  here  are  fond  of 
their  dram,  and  a  little  of  the  "  balm  of  Gilead  " 
does  a  lot  to  further  their  exertions.  A  small 
gratuity  and  the  fish  that  are  not  required  by  the 
angler  himself,  on  extra  good  days,  generally  prove 
paving  stones  to  better  days. 

Anglers  should  bring  their  own  tackle,  as  that  to 
be  had  locally  is  next  to  useless  and  very  coarse. 
Ordinary  sea-rods  with  reels  of  large  diameter  are 
the  best  to  use,  but  ordinary  spinning  or  trolling 
rods,  fitted  with  porcelain  rings,  will  do,  if  heavy 
leads  are  not  used.  Loch  Broom  divides  into  two 
large  branches — namely.  Loch  Broom  and  Little 
Loch  Broom.  The  conditions  of  sea-angling  are 
practically  the  same  in  each,  but,  if  anything,  the 
little  loch  is  the  better  of  the  two,  as  it  is  not  so 
much  fished  as  the  other.  Tliese  lochs  are  very  deep 
and  contain  a  great  variety  of  fish.  Haddock, 
whiting,  cod,  skate,  flounders,  pollack  or  lythe, 
coalfish  or  saithe,  congers,  and  mackerel  are  the 
chief  kinds  of  fish  that  will  interest  the  sea-angler. 
Of  course,  there  are  other  kinds  of  fish  to  be  had 
that  help  to  make  up  a  variety  and  interest  the 
angler  as  well.  Mussels  are  the  best  baits  to  use  here, 
and  these  are  easily  procured  from  the  boatmen. 
A  few  odd  mussels  can  be  got  by  searching  along  the 
shore,  but  it  is  best  to  get  a  supply  of  good  ones 
from  the  proper  mussel  beds.  When  the  tides  suit, 
razor-fish  are  to  be  found  in  the  sandy  patches,  and 
these  make  extra  good  baits.  Fresh  herring  are 
sometimes  to  be  got,  and  mackerel  are  nearly  always 
to  be  had  in  the  summer  for  the  catching. -|  Rag- 
worms  and  lugworras  are  also  got  in  certain  parts, 


but  mussels  generally  answer  as  well,  and  are  more 
easily  procured.  Crabs  are  easily  got,  among  the 
rocks  and  stones.  When  mentioning  baits,  it  will 
not  be  out  of  place  to  add  that  should  the  bait 
supply  run  short  while  fishing  for  haddock  or 
whiting,  open  a  whiting  or  two  and  take  out  the 
stomach  with  the  intestinal  tubes,  and  cut  these  into 
baits.  Use  the  intestines  as  you  would  a  worm,  and 
cut  the  stomach  into  two  or  more  parts,  according 
to  size,  and  use  these  parts  as  hook  baits.  This  plan 
has  served  me  in  good  stead  on  many  occasions, 
and  now  I  often  use  this  bait  on  one  of  the  hooks  at 
least,  even  when  other  bait  is  plentiful.  It  is  as 
durable  as  cuttle  or  squid,  and  answers  very  well 
when  the  whiting  are  busy.  Many  anglers  would  be 
saved  the  necessity  of  going  ashore  through  the 
bait  supply  giving  out  if  they  knew  this  dodge. 
Moreover,  owing  to  the  durability  of  the  bait  as 
many  as  six  or  eight  whiting  may  be  taken  without 
rebaiting.  Sea-anglers  in  competitions  might  find 
this  advantageous,  and  should  try  the  plan  in  order 
to  prove  it.  I  do  not  think  they  will  have  cause 
to  blame  me  if  the  whiting  are  present  in  force. 
There  are  also  numerous  artificial  sea-baits  that 
are  useful.  Some  mention  has  recently  been  made 
in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  a  large  bait 
known  as  the  "  murderer."  A  few  of  these  may  be 
brought,  and  in  different  sizes  if  possible,  as  l"^find 
that  this  is  advantageous,  inasmuch  as  one  can  fish 
the  different  depths  with  less  trouble.  Use  the 
small  and  consequently  lighter  sizes  in  the  shallow 
,  water,  and  the  heavy  sizes  in  the  deejier  parts.  The 
best  "  murderers  "  I  ever  saw  were  made  of  block 
tin  by  an  old  plumber,  who  was  very  fond  of  sea- 
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fishing.  This  metal,  being  somewhat  expensive, 
soon  runs  into  a  price  if  much  of  it  is  used.  Ordinary 
lead-piping  of  about  l|in.  in  diameter,  and 
from  7in.  to  Sin.  long,  hammered  into  a  sort 
of  fish  or  torpedo  shape,  and  brightened  up  and 
armed  with  tinned  sea-hooks  of  large  size,  answers 
the  purpose  as  well  as  an5^hing,  and,  when  this 
material  is  used,  anyone  can  make  their  ov.'n  with 
very  little  expense  and  trouble.  A  bait  of  this 
description  is  generally  fixed  directly  to  the  line, 
but  it  is  generally  preferable  to  have  a  length  of 
copper  wire  snooding  between  the  two,  containing 
one  or  two  very  strong  deep-sea  swivels.  The  hooks 
are  generally  attached  to  these  baits  by  short 
lengths  of  strong  hemp  netting  twine.  [  should  like 
to  state  here  that  one  very  seldom  gets  a  fish  foul 
hooked  by  one  of  these  baits  any  more  than  wliat 
happens  in  fly-fishing.  They  may,  therefore,  be 
classed  as  lures  pure  and  simple,  and  not  as  a 
poacher's  snatching  instruments.  Large  rubber 
tubes  or  sand-eels  in  red  arid  black  rubber  are  useful 
lures  for  heavy  pollack,  cod,  and  coalfish.  Cod 
generally  prefer  the  black  tube,  and  it  is  often  as 
good  as  the  red  tube  for  pollack  as  well.'  Devon 
minnows  of  large  size  are  sometimes  useful,  and 
soleskin,  fly,  minnows  or  sand-eels  are  excellent. 
Tliese  latter  are  taken  by  all  kinds  of  sea-fish,  and 
.should  be  brought  in  a  range  of  sizes.  During  the 
end  of  May  and  throughout  the  summer  months 
immense  shoals  of  coalfish  or  saithe  come  to  the 
coast.  These  feed  best  during  the  evening,  and 
when  they  are  present  it  is  great  fun  to  catch  them 
from  a  boat  by  trailing  sea-flies. 

These  so-called  flies  are  simple  in  construction, 
and  are  merely  a  strip  of  gull's  or  goose  feather  tied 
on  at  the  head  of  a  hook,  the  shank  of  which  is 
■wrapped  with  silver  tinsel.  The  tinsel  can  be  omitted, 
and  the  white  wing  alone  will  be  found  to  answer 
all  right.  Another  sea-fly  greatly  in  vogue  on  the 
West  Coast  is  merely  a  small  wisp  of  white  goat  or 
dog's  hair  tied  on  at  the  head  of  the  hook  with  black 
thread.  The  dark-coloured  head  and  semi-trans- 
parent, dirty-white,  body  gives  a  rough  idea  of  a 
small  fish.  Surgical  drainage  tubing  in  red,  black, 
and  white  rubber,  cut  into  lengths  of  about  l^in. 
or  2in.,  and  slid  down  the  snood  of  a  common  bait- 
hook  until  the  tail  end  of  the  rubber  rests  at  the 
bend  of  the  hook,  makes  excellent  lures  for  some  of 
the  smaller  sea-fish.  Coalfish,  small  pollack,  codling, 
and  mackerel  all  take  this  lure.  Those  sea-flies, 
tubes,  and  a  small  silvered  soleskin  sand-eel,  made 
up  into  a  cast  together,  form  a  combination  worth 
having.  I  have  tried  it  on  all  parts  of  the  Scotch 
coast  from  Tweedmouth  to  the  Shetlands,  and  can 
therefore  speak  with  a  little  assurance  on  the  subject. 

Between  the  running  line  and  a  cast  of  flies  of 
this  description  place  a  |oz.  lead,  having  swivels  at 
each  end.  Any  of  the  better  underhung  leads  will 
do  for  this  purpose.  This  is  necessary,  as  when  a 
fish  is  hooked  its  gyrations  cause  the  line  to  kink 
up  badly,  unless  the  twist  is  allowed  to  escape  at 
the  swivels.  Do  not  row  or  sail  the  boat  too  fast 
when  whifling  for  small  sea-fish,  as  when  this  is  done 
the  fish  have  not  time  to  see  the  flies,  and  unless 
mackerel  are  being  caught,  it  is  useless  to  go  along 
as  if  in  a  boat-race. 

Rock-fishing  is  at  times  very  good  towards  the 
mouth  of  Loch  Broom.  If  the  angler  takes  his 
position  on  one  of  the  outstanding  rocky  points  on 
a  summer  evening  with  a  strong  rock-rod  and  sea- 
flies,  coalfish,  pollack,  and  an  occasional  codling 
will  fall  to  his  share  on  favourable  occasions.  The 
best  time  is  just  at  the  darkening,  when  numbers 
of  fish  of  from  lilb.  to  41b.  weight  are  on  the  prowl 
in  company  with  a  few  large  ones  of  much  heavier 
weight.  This  sort  of  fishing  is  i-ather  unsteady,  and 
without  any  apparent  cause  the  fish  are  not  to  be 
got.  At  other  times,  and  under  what  seem  exactly 
the  same  conditions,  they  are  to  be  taken  at  every 
cast,  and  sometimes  even  two  or  three  at  a  cast. 
Needless  to  say,  then,  that  anything  weaker  than 
the  strongest  single  sea-fishing  gut  is  of  any  use 
under  such  circumstances.  This  rock-fishing  comes 
in  handy  at  times  to  the  city  man  who  might  feel 
uncomfortable  in  a  small  boat  in  rough  weather. 
As  a  rule,  however,  there  is  nearly  always  calm 
wa.ter  in  these  land-locked  portions  of  the  sea,  and 
more  possible  fishing  days  are  to  be  had  here  than 
in  other  places,  where  all  the  fishing  is  done  out  in 
the  open.  Loch  Broom  may  be  reached  by  two 
routes.  A  steamer  leaves  Glasgow  every  Monday 
morning  about  10  a.m.  and  reaches  Ross-shire  on 
the  Wednesday.  This  long  time  is  spent  in  cruising 
among  the  Inner  Hebrides,  and  in  calling  for  goods 
und  j)asH(!ngcrs  at  the  various  small  ports  on,  the 


West  of  Scotland.  It  is  a  very  pleasant  trip  in  fine 
weather,  and  is  in  itself  a  good  start  for  a  pleasure 
holiday.  The  other  route  is  by  rail  to  Inverness, 
and  thence  to  Dingwall  and  Garve  by  the  Highland 
Railway  through  magnificent  mountain  scenery. 
At  Garve  Station  the  mail  coach  leaves  for  Ullapool 
daily  at  about  12.30  noon,  and  reaches  Ullapool  at 
about  six  in  the  evening.  This  drive  leads  over  a 
great  pass  through  the  deer  forests  of  Ross-shire, 
and  attains  an  elevation  of  nearly  1000  feet  above 
sea-level,  at  its  highest  part.  Soon  after  leaving 
.Garve  Station,  a  point  is  reached  where,  on  each  side 
of  the  road,  may  be  observed  the  moraine  of  an 
ancient  glacier.  This  moraine  is  considered  one  of 
the  finest  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  and  is  very 
distinct  and  well  defined. 

A  break  in  the  drive;  is  made  at  Altguish  Inn, 
where  the  horses  arc  watered  and  passengers  may 
alight  for  a  cup  of  tea  or  something  stronger  before 
restarting  on  the  long  drive.  Nearing  Loch  Broom 
the  scenery  is  wild  and  beautiful,  and  ample  oppor- 
tunity is  given  for  observing  it  as  the  horses  have 
to  go  at  walking  pace  at  the  very  steepest  parts. 

Black  Beetle. 


POND  FISHING. 

Many  persons,  although  ardent  anglers,  have  the 
misfortune  to  live  in  districts  from  which  it  is  often 
impossible  to  visit  a  river,  mere,  or  lake  for  the  few 
short  hours  available  for  their  sport,  and  are  com- 
pelled to  fish  in  ponds  near  their  homes.  Many 
farms  have  a  pond  or  two  within  their  area,  and 
although  these  may  be  small  they  often  contain 
fish,  and,  provided  no  damage  is  done,  there  is  no 
great  difficulty  to  get  permission  to  angle  in  them. 
Naturally,  with  such  small  bodies  of  water,  often 
as  clear  as  crystal,  success  is  only  possible  by  using 
fine  tackle  and  very  small  floats,  more  especially 
in  the  shallows.  If  the  water  be  from  7ft.  to  10ft. 
in  depth,  the  float  may  be  larger  than  when  fishing 
swims  half  that  depth,  on  account  of  the  extra 
weight  the  bait  reaches  the  bottom  much  quicker, 
the  float  is  not  so  conspicuous,  and  if  the  fish  run 
small,  say,  under  2lb.  in  weight,  then  a  tight  line 
is  by  far  the  best  to  use  for  their  capture  ;  but  if 
there  are  large  carp  in  the  pond,  and  stronger 
tackle  and  a  running  line  are  necessary,  then  light 
legering  is  a  good  method  to  use,  as  much  stronger 
gut  can  be  employed,  and  if  it  be  stained  to  har- 
monise with  the  gi'ound  on  which  it  lies,  it  is  less 
conspicuous  ;  the  ground-bait  should  be  thrown 
where  one  intends  to  fish  (that  is,  just  around  the 
float),  and  not  scattered  all  over  the  place. 

If  a  float  is  used,  no  matter  what  distance  the 
lowest  shot  is  fixed  from  the  hook  (some  anglers 
have  it  one  distance  and  some  another),  I  prefer 
the  bait  to  lie  on  the  bottom  ;  but  if  tench  are  the 
fish  the  angler  wishes  to  catch,  and  he  uses  two 
hooks,  one  may  be  a  few  inches  on,  and  the  other 
just  off  the  bottom,  for  tench  will  sometimes  take  the 
latter  bait  when  they  will  not  touch  the  former. 

Having  decided  to  fish  a  pond,  the  first  thing  to 
find  out  is  what  part  of  it  the  fish  most  affect, 
for  my  experience  in  this  connection  is,  that  many 
ponds  require  studying  the  same  as  rivers.  The 
depth  should  be  carefully  obtained  in  two  or  three 
places,  where  one  can  sit  in  comfort,  and,  if  possible, 
under  a  tree,  near  a  bush,  with  one's  back  to  a 
hedge,  where  the  water  is  sheltered,  or  as  near  as 
possible  to  weeds,  a  clump  of  reeds  or  bulrushes, 
near  which  the  fish  can  and  often  do  harbour. 

Make  a  point  of  marking  these  depths  where 
they  are  always  handy — say,  by  a  couple  of  notches 
on  a  gate-post  or  fence  ;  for,  as  a  rule,  the  depth 
of  a  pond  varies  very  little,  and  it  is  unnecessary, 
and,  in  fact,  unwise,  to  plumb  the  depth  every 
time  one  goes  to  fish.  The  evening  before  one 
intends  to  commence,  cast  into  the  swim  about 
half  ,  a  pint  of  well-boiled  rice  (some  anglers  prefer 
a  mixture  of  boiled  rice,  potatoes,  and  bran), 
scattering  it  neither  too  much  nor  too  little  ;  for 
one  should  not  forget  that  where  it  is  cast  there  it 
sinks,  and  to  that  place  the  fish  will  be  attracted, 
and,  if  in  a  feeding  humour,  stay  until  they  have 
satisfied  their  hunger.  Scattering  it  all  over  the 
place,  as  I  have  seen  some  anglers  scatter  it,  gives 
the  fish  a  poor  chance  of  finding  the  hook- bait. 
Next  morning  bo  early  astir,  and  fish  the  swim 
until  the  sun  is  well  up,  and  again  in  the  evening, 
and  keep  as  quiet  and  still  as  possible.  If  the  pond 
is  a  good  size,  then  two  or  even  three  swims  should 
be  well  bait«d  and  tried  alternately. 


Tackle. — A  long,  light  cane  rod  will  answer 
admirably  for  pond  fishing,  as  it  enables  one  to  sit 
well  back  from  the  water,  and  play  and  land  fish 
without  rising  from  one's  seat.  If  co.rp  are  non  est, 
4x  drawn  gut,  stained  a  light  blue,  is  most  useful 
for  the  line,  with  a  No.  10  hook.  If  the  fish  are 
small,  5x  gut  and  a  No.  12  or  13  hook  will  be  found 
an  advantage.  When  the  water  is  like  a  sheet  of 
glass,  in  swims  up  to  6ft.  in  depth,  a  3in.  porcupine, 
pigeon,  or  crow-quill  float,  weighted  with  one  or  two 
small  shots,  so  that  only  the  merest  point  shows 
above  water,  is  excellent  for  this  style  of  fishing  ; 
if  there  is  a  ripple,  a  4in.  or  .5in.  quill  float  should 
be  used.  With  a  fine  running  line  and  a  10ft.  6in. 
or  an  lift,  light,  pliant,  handy  rod,  these  very 
small  floats  can  easily  be  cast  out  the  required 
distance  by  squeezing  a  pellet  of  ground-bait  of 
bread  and  bran,  about  the  size  of  a  starling's  egg, 
kneaded  neither  too  soft  nor  too  stiff,  and  well 
squeezed  around  two  No.  2  or  3  shots  fixed  on 
the  gut  about  fin.  apart ;  or  failing  that,  it  may 
be  carefully  squeezed  around  the  shank  of  the  hook, 
and  made  to  rest  on  the  hook-bait  (pressed  upon  it), 
and  gently  cast  out.  In  either  case,  it  should  be 
kneaded  stiff  enough  to  sink  with  the  shots  and 
tackle,  quickly  disper.se,  and  act  as  ground-bait. 
When  the  bottom  of  a  pond  is  clear,  some  anglers 
nip  a  single  shot  on  the  gut  Sin.  or  4in.  from  the 
hook,  and  allow  it  to  rest  on  the  ground.  It  is 
not  easy  for  a  fish  to  seize  the  bait  without  moving 
the  shot,  and  the  float  is  acted  upon  so  quickly  that 
a  fish  has  not  time  to  blow  the  bait  out  before 
being  hooked ;  at  any  rate,  there  is  no  long  length 
of  gut  between  the  hook  and  the  first  shot,  to  give 
a  fish  a  chance  of  playing  all  manner  of  pranks 
with  the  bait  as  they  often  do  when  they  are  in  a 
finicking  humour,  without  the  angler  being  any 
the  wiser,  as  the  lowest  shot  is  not  moved.  Fancy 
what  an  artful  fish  has  a  chance  of  doing  in  these 
still  waters,  with  the  lowest  shot  ISin.  from  the 
hook,  and  the  gut  and  tackle  allowed  to  remain 
where  it  was  cast,  without  even  being  straightened 
out — say,  a  carp  or  aldermanic  roach,  there  is  no 
telling  what  might  occur.  Old  Anglek. 

{To  be  continued.) 


SEA  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

By  "  OwNWBE." 

II.— KILLALA  BAY. 


Travelling  from  the  north  to  the  west  coast 
good  sea-fishing  is  to  be  had  at  most  of  the  ports, 
where  the  water  is  deep.  The  town  of  Carrick,  in  co. 
Donegal,  is  one  of  the  best  centres  for  sea  fish, 
and  particularly  pollack,  which  off  that  part  run 
to  a  large  size.  It  is  worth  while  to  climb  Slieve 
League  mountain  as  far  as  One  Man's  Pass,  which 
commands  an  extensive  view  of  the  magnificent 
coast.  Teelin  Bay  is  exquisite  in  scenery  and 
abounds  in  fish,  and  given  the  right  conditions  of 
weather,  the  sport  is  all  that  one's  heart  could 
wish.  Killybegs,  another  centre  in  the  same 
county,  and  only  a  few-  miles  from  Carrick,  offers 
equally  good  facilities  for  humouring  the  most  in- 
satiable angler  to  the  top  of  his  bent.  Further  on 
Sligo  is  passed,  and  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  county  and  bordering  co.  Mayo,  Killala  Bay 
awaits  the  tourist,  within  eight  miles  of  the  cele- 
brated Moy  river  salmon  fishery. 

I  had  heard  so  much  of  the  attractions  of  the 
coast  as  well  as  the  fishing  that  I  gladly  seized  the 
opportunity  of  joining  in  a  yachting  expedition 
for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  that  pleasure. 
The  boat  was  lying  in  Moyne  Pool  when  we  boarded 
her,  intending  to  start  on  the  high  tide,  which 
would  carry  us  across  the  bar.  The  ancient  abbey 
stood  out  a  clearly  marked  object  against  the  sky.. 
The  solitary  spectacle  served  to  emphasise  the 
silence  which  reigned  everywhere.  There  was  not 
a  breath  blowing ;  scarcely  a  noise  except  the 
cries  of  wildfowl  and  the  approaching  and  receding 
waves  that  broke  on  the  shingle  along  the  shore. 

The  yacht  strained  on  her  anchor,  gently  swaying 
to  and  fro  beneath  the  pressure  of  the  on-rushing 
and  ever-deepening  tide. 

There  is  abundance  of  salmon  and  white  trout  in 
the  bay,  which  flows  into  the  Moy  estuary  at  one 
point,  and  receives  the  contents  of  Palmerstown 
river  at  another.  A  seal  is  fishing  at  the  point 
where  the  channel  narrows  and  the  courseJof  the 
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river  becomes  clearly  marked.  Salmo  solar  must 
pass  that  way  on  his  inland  journey,  and  his  natural 
enemy  lies  in  wait  to  intercept  his  movements.  The 
Water  is  now  growing  too  deep  for  success  on  the 
part  of  this  cunning  angler,  and  he  draws  off  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  in  a  couple  of  dives 
passes  beneath  our  boat  and  reappears  far  out  to 
sea. 

The  reduced  strain  on  the  anchor  and  the 
veering  round  of  the  yacht  mark  the  turn  of  the 
tide,  for  which  we  have  been  waiting  impatiently, 
and  no  time  is  lost  in  hoisting  the  sails,  shaping 
for  the  bar.  We  could  hear  the  waves  breaking 
against  it  during  the  rising  tide,  but  now  the  sea 
has  reached  high  water  mark,  and  is 

Too  full  for  sound  or  foam. 

The  line  of  sinister  rocks  is  wiped  out,  and  the 
yacht  crosses  in  safety.  The  light  is  rapidly  fading, 
and  too  much  time  is  not  left  for  finding  safe 
anchorage  for  the  night.  Some  of  the  more  ardent 
spirits  amongst  us  drop  a  line  overboard.  We  are 
far  from  the  best  fishing  ground,  but  the  season  is 
exceptional  in  its  yield  of  fish.  There  is  a  little  way 
on  the  boat,  just  enough  for  spinning  purposes— and 
very  soon  a  mackerel  is  unceremoniously  dragged 
on  board.  Two  or  three  more  follow,  and  there  is 
a  general  rush  for  bait  and  tackle  ;  but  the  sails 
begin  to  groan — the  groanings  of  idleness,  the  puff 
of  wind  is  used .  up  and  we  only  drift  with  the 
tide.  Ross  Head  lies  in  front  of  us,  and  beneath 
its  shelter  the  anchor  is  let  go,  and  preparations  are 
made  for  spending  the  night  there.  It  was  cer- 
tainly a  memorable  one. 

The  western  sky  was  lit  up  with  those  warm  tints 
which  an  hour  before  sunset  blend  and  contrast 
with  the  sea.  The  water  was  so  calm  that  nothing 
but  a  bay  as  of  molten  silver  spread  out  before  the 
view,  sensitive  to  all  the  varying  changes  and 
reflecting  them  in  faultless  chiaroscuro.  We  sat 
•on  deck  and  watched  the  sky  changing  from  the 
deep-toned  carmine  to  the  delicate  tints  that 
followed  each  other  in  slow  gradation,  until  the 
light  began  to  fade  and  not  a  streak  of  the  blue 
and  gold  tesselation  was  left.  Then  the  darkness 
wiped  out  the  line  between  sky  and  sea.  We  turned 
in  and  slept  beneath  a  stillness  broken  only  by 
the  call  of  the  curlew  and  redshank  that  sounded 
far  across  the  water  from  the  rocks  and  islands  in 
the  bay. 

Next  morning  I  was  aroused  by  a  whifE  of 
decidedly  strong  tobacco.  The  whiff  was  followed 
by  the  captain,  and  the  announcement  that  it  was 
three  o'clock  and  the  day  was  breaking.  We  were 
all  soon  on  deck  busying  ourselves  in  preparation 
for  an  early  spin  among  the  mackerel.  There  was 
a  nice  breeze  blowing,  and  in  twenty  minutes  we 
were  under  way,  intent  upon  finding  the  shoals. 
We  had  not  to  wait  long.  Scarcely  waij  the  fii'st 
line  out  than  the  bait  was  seized.  As  it  was 
rapidly  drawn  in  a  vivid  electric  green  light  could 
be  seen  rising  towards  the  surface.  It  was  the  first 
of  the  much  coveted  spoil  and  welcomed  with  a 
shout.  Three  anglers  settled  themselves  down  to 
the  work.  No  sooner  were  the  lines  out  than  they 
were  in  again  in  response  to  the  tug.  With  a 
heavy  lead  it  is  not  always  possible  to  distinguish 
the  pull,  but  the  old  hands  did  not  wait  for  it  ; 
as  soon  as  the  line  was  out  it  was  drawn  in  again — 
If  the  .bait  were  not  appropriated  in  the  outward 
course  it  was  almost  certain  to  be  on  the  return 
journey.  In  half  an  hour  the  deck  was  strewn  with 
fish,  and  in  an  hour  we  counted  seven  dozen 
mackerel,  two  Craig  herring,  and  two  gurnard. 
ITiere  was  not  the  least  sign  of  the  take  going  off, 
and  we  might  have  caught  a  shoal  had  we  facilities 
to  do  80. 

Wo  had  arranged  to  pick  up  two  lady  friends  at 
Enniscrone,  and  at  five  o'clock  a  boat  was  des- 
patched for  them.  It  returned  in  about  an  hour, 
and  we  all  sat  down  to  a  breakfast  al  fresco,  with 
broiled  mackerel  as  the  piece  de  nisistance.  Aye, 
and  what  appetites  were  brought  to  bear  upon 
that  delightful  repast  ! 

All  along  by  Kilcummin  Head  the  fishing  is  good. 
Pollack  are  found  there  in  abundance,  but  we  did 
not  try  for  them  that  day,  as  our  objective  was  the 
Stacks  of  Broadhaven,  a  long  way  ahead.  The 
breeze  enabled  us  to  sail  near  enough  to  the  land 
to  see  the  beauty  of  the  rugged  coast.  The  rocks 
are  honeycombed  with  the  never-ceasing  beat  of 
wind  and  tide  upon  them.  Deep  recesses  in  which 
shadows  lurked  seemed  to  frown  upon  us  as  we 
passed  near  as  we  dared.  At  the  mouth  of  one  of  | 
them  a  flock  of  cormorants  was  perched  grimly  | 
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defiant  in  their  native  fastnesses.  A  rifle  shot  put 
them  to  flight,  and  they  rose  on  startled  wing  "  all 
round  the  coast  "  like  Milton's 

Pitchy  cloud  of  locusts 
Warping  on  the  eastern  wind. 

Two  miles  further  on  we  reached  Lacken  Bay,  rich 
in  turbot,  sole,  plaice  and  brill,  affording  a  fishing 
industry  in  itself,  which  is  a  godsend  to  the  inhabi- 
tants along  that  remote  part  of  the  coast.  The 
wind  had  been  chopping  and  changing  a  good  deal, 
and  we  could  not  get  sufficient  way  on  the  boat  to 
ride  smoothly.  The  result  was  disastrous  to  some 
on  board.  An  ominous  silence  fell  upon  the  com- 
pany, and  one  was  left  to  reflect  upon  the  wisdom 
of  the  apothegm  that  "  life  would  be  tolerable  were 
it  not  for  its  enjoyments."  Every  few  minutes  a 
fresh  victim  stopped  trying  to  look  cheerful,  and 
gave  in.  We  put  about  and  resumed  the  fishing. 
At  2. 30  we  recommenced.  The  breeze  was  too 
strong  for  trolling,  and  the  jib  had  to  be  set  against 
it  so  as  to  slacken  speed.  The  sight  of  lines  and 
tackle  acted  like  a  tonic  on  some  of  the  invalids, 
and  the  agonies  of  mal  de  mer  soon  became  a  memory. 
At  5.30  p.m.  we  had  caught  over  200  mackerel, 
gurnard,  and  bream,  practically  the  result  of  four 
hours'  fishing.  Scores  of  boats  were  in  the  bay  and 
all  doing  equally  well,  many  were  coracles,  specially 
constructed  for  that  part  of  the  coast,  very  light 
and  portable.  Several  men  were  occupied  with 
the  hand  lines,  whilst  others  rowed,  but  there  was 
no  trolling.  The  baits  and  leads  were  cast  out  and 
pulled  in  hand  over  hand,  and  almost  every  cast 
brought  a  fish.  There  is  a  salting  station  along  the 
coast  which  we  visited.  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  fish  were  shipped  in 
barrels  to  America. 


BOBBING  FOR  TEOUT. 

Bobbing,  or  dipping  as  it  is  sometimes  called, 
with  the  natural  fly  is  one  of  the  most  deadly 
methods  of  capturing  large  trout,  and  as  it  is  most 
successfully  followed  in  bright,  still  weather  towards 
the  end  of  summer,  when,  except  in  the  case  of  a 
flood  or  in  the  evenings,  little  else  can  be  done  with 
the  rod,  it  has  special  claims  upon  the  attention  of 
the  angler.  It  is,  moreover,  best  adapted  for  just 
those  places  where,  by  other  means,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  kill  trout,  and  it  is  there,  too,  where 
some  of  the  largest  fish  are  always  to  be  found. 
What  fisherman  is  there  to  whose  mind's  eye  some 
such  spot  does  not  occur  ?  The  river  is  deep  and 
sluggish,  interrupted  here  and  there  by  fine  streams 
and  broken  rapids,  affording  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  casts,  but  the  pools  lengthen  out  into  a 
hundred  yards  or  more  of  still,  pellucid  water,  glisten- 
ing like  a  mirror  in  the  sunshine,  and  in  which  every 
tree  and  waving  sedge  is  reflected  with  lifelike 
precision.  Even  the  little  kingfisher  as  he  flits  past 
is  duplicated  with  such  nicety  that,  like  the  swan 
on  still  St.  Mary's  Loch,  he  flics  double — bird  and 
shadow — the  only  difference  being  that  while  the 
real  bird  gleams  vividly  blue,  his  counterpart  in  the 
water  shows  the  bright  chestnut  of  his  under 
plumage.  The  banks  are  abrupt,  and  rise  some  feet 
almost  perpendicularly  from  the  crystal  water,  in 
whose  depths  the  smallest  moving  objects  ai'e 
clearly  visible  in  the  deflected  light.   Here  they  are 
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fringed  with  willow  bu.shes,  whose  arms  extend  a 
third  of  the  way  across  the  stieam  ;  there,  where  it 
is  more  open,  the  sand-bank  is  clothed  with  a  thick 
growth  of  iris  or  sparganium.  Behind  are  tall  oaks 
and  beech-trees,  whose  overhanging  boughs  overtop 
the  minor  brushwood  by  the  water's  edge,  and  render 
any  sort  of  casting  from  this  side  impracticable, 
while  from  the  opposite  bank  you  cannot  cast 
under  the  willows,  and  it  would  be  useless  to  do  so 
even  if  you  could.  The  wary  old  trout,  who  keep 
watch  and  ward  there,  are  not  to  be  beguiled  by 
any  simple  device.  To  show  them  an  artificial  fly, 
or  even  the  daintiest  of  red  worms,  is  about  as 
useful  as  throwing  your  hat  to  them  at  the  present 
time;  they  are  well  acquainted  with  "the  latest  and 
most  killing  patterns,"  and  have  even  a  greater 
dislike  than  you  have  to  the  glisten  of  gut  upon  the 
water. 

But  here,  under  this  old  oak,  is  a  typical  piece  of 
water,  let  us  sit  down  and  watch  developments  for 
a  few  minutes.  Keeping  quite  motionless,  with  our 
backs  against  the  trunk,  we  shall  be  unheeded,  and 
from  here  we  have  an  uninterrupted  view  of  the 
water  for  some  yards  on  either  hand,  quite  free  from 
all  obstructions  beneath.  Our  seat  is  a  good  4ft. 
above  the  water,  and  the  loose  flower  sprays  of 
luzula,  and  scirpus  sylvaticus,  upon  the  bank  form 
just  a  sufficient  screen  to  partially  hide  us,  while  we 
can  see  all  that  goes  on  below.  Not  a  single  fish  is  at 
present  visible.  .  .  .  Yes,  you  may  light  a  pipe  if 
you  do  not  expose  the  match  to  the  water,  and  do 
not  move  your  hands  too  hastily.  Keen  as  he  is  the 
trout  has  not  yet  learned  to  associate  those  thin 
blue  wreaths  of  smoke  rising  from  the  grass  with 
Virgil's  Latet  unguis  in  herba.  Perhaps  he  has  not 
read  the  classics,  and  smoke,  to  a  dweller  under 
water,  must  be  a  bit  puzzling.  A  large  branch, 
12ft.  or  so  overhead,  dips  gradually  almost  to  the 
surface  of  the  water,  completely  shutting  off  the 
view  from  the  opposite  bank,  and  affording  to  the 
fish  beneath  it  at  once  a  partial  shelter  from  the 
sun,  and  a  fairish  supply  of  food  from  the  insects, 
which  are  constantly  dropping  from  it  into  the 
water. 

But,  hist !  Hero  comes  the  old  gentleman  who 
owns  the  place.  He  is  just  returning  from  one  of  his 
periodical  visits  of  inspection  to  a  claim  which  he 
has  recently  pegged  out  in  the  hinterland  of  the 
reed-bed  yonder,  and  upon  whose  nymphs  and 
palmers  he  likes  to  keep  an  eye.  How  magisterial  is 
his  presence  as  he  comes  sailing  along  !  He  is 
monarch  of  all  he  surveys  here,  and  he  w'ould  have 
you  know  it.  Lazily  he  rises  to  the  surface  and 
sucks  in  a  poor  caterpillar  that  has  fallen  from  the 
branch  above  ;  or  a  half-drowied  fly  that  is  strug- 
gling in  the  water.  "  Flick  in  a  wasp  and  see  how  he 
relishes  that !  "  say  you.  All  right  ;  try  it.  It  will 
not  disturb  his  majesty  ;  he  has,  no  doubt,  seen  a 
wasp  in  the  water  before.  He  does  not  hurry — there 
is  no  competition  here — but  a  sedate  swish  of  the 
tail  brings  him  up  to  where  the  wasp  has  fallen  ; 
he  almost  touches  it  with  his  nose — seems  as  though 
he  might  be  smelling  it,  in  fact — but  he  goes  no 
further.  "  I'll  leave  that  for  the  fellow  below',"  he 
says  to  himself,  as  he  mov'es  slowly  on  his  rounds 
again. 

But  during  his  absence  this  time  we  must  try 
and  get  ready  another  kind  of  stinging  insect  for 
our  friend.  Your  rod  is  already  up  and  handy,  ^vith 
a  fairly  fine,  but  strong,  gut  line  mounted,  of  about 
4ft.  in  length,  to  which  is  attached  a  medium-sized 
bare  hook — an  ordinary  fly  hook,  from  which  the 
wings  and  dressing  have  been  cut,  will  do,  but  one 
specially  tied  as  a  bait  hook,  without  any  imdue 
thickening  of  the  body,  is  better,  being  less  visible 
to  a  critical  eye.  And  on  our  way  through  the  wood 
we  captured  a  few  of  those  large  grey-freckled  wood 
flies,  where  they  were  simning  themselves  upon  a 
tree  trunk.  A  common  bluebottle  will  do,  or 
one  of  those  smaller  greenish  blow-flies  is  better, 
but  a  large  wood  fly  is  the  best  of  all.  Except 
in  size  he  rather  resembles  the  larger  of  the  house- 
flies,  which  you  may  capture  upon  the  window,  or 
which  sit  very  flat  against  the  wall  of  your  house 
in  the  sun  ;  but  he  is  much  larger,  as  big  as  the 
biggest  bluebottle,  and  is  speclded  over  with  light 
spots  of  grey  upon  a  darker  background  ;  he  has 
also  reddish-brown  eyes. 

Now,  if  you  are  one  of  those  who  consider  that 
"  any  kind  of  fly,  provided  it  is  of  the  right  size," 
will  do  as  w'ell  as  another  for  trout,  here  is  a  capital 
opportunity  of  testing  yom-  belief.  Just  flick  an 
ordinary  bluebottle  on  to  the  water.  Of  course, 
it  is  wholesome  trout  food,  and  our  friend,  the 
two-pounder  here,  knows  it  quite  well,  and  if  he  is 
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hungry  he  will  probably  take  it  without  compunc- 
tion. 'But  supposing  he  has  already  been  having 
a  pretty  good  time  of  it  upon  the  reed-bed  claim, 
and  has  already  lunched  somewhat  freely,  you  will 
see  him  merely  examine  the  bluebottle  as  he  did 
the  wasp  just  now,  and  leave  it  to  float  on  to  "  the 
fellow  below."  Now  try  a  wood  fly,  and  you  will  see 
him  take  it  instantly.  It  almost  wants  an  ento- 
mologist to  distinguish  between  them,  but  our 
friend  is  an  entomologist  in  his  way,  and,  what  is 
more,  he  is  an  epicure  when  he  is  well  fed.  He  dis- 
criminates between  what  he  likes,  and  what  he 
merely  eats  on  compulsion,  as  it  were,  just  as  much 
as  your  alderman  does  between  real  turtle  and 
calf's  head,  or  between  tin  ordinaire  and  a  glass  of 
vintage  port,  though  both  may  look  very  much  the 
same  in  the  eyes  of  the  iminitiated. 

We  will  not  waste  further  time  however,  so  just 
slip  a  wood  fly  on  to  your  hook,  by  running  it  cross- 
wise through  his  thorax,  so  that  the  shank  of  the 
hook  and  its  attached  line  stand  upright  over  the 
back  of  the  fly.  Now  get  your  rod  out  over  the 
water,  with  just  sufiicient  line  to  allow  the  fly  to  rest 
upon  the  sui'face,  but  no  more,  and  you  are  ready. 
fSo  long  as  you  hold  the  rod  still  the  flsh  will  not 
notice  it  against  the  overhanging  branches,  but  try 
him  against  a  clear  sky  and  he  is  off  in  a  moment. 
And  so  long  as  the  fly  only  rests  upon  the  water  he 
does  not  see  the  hook  or  the  line  immediately  above 
it,  but  let  only  the  least  little  bit  of  line  touch  the 
water  and  you  will  see  how  quickly  he  will  per- 
ceive it. 

All  you  have  to  do  now  is  to  keep  the  rod  as 
steady  as  possible  and  to  wait  ;  the  fly  itself  by  its 
struggles  upon  the  water  will  make  plenty  of  motion 
to  attract  the  notice  of  the  fish  when  he  returns,  and 
you  will  find  it  a  little  trying  to  see  a  goodly  two- 
pounder  slowly  approaching  and  very  deliberately 
inspecting  your  bait.  Not  a  movement,  however, 
must  now  escape  you,  as  he  will  instantly  detect  the 
least  artificial  motion  in  the  fly.  You  are  looking 
him  straight  in  the  face  at  only  a  few  feet  distance, 
and  you  can  easily  count  every  red  disc  upon  his 
spotted  sides.  It  is  rather  eerie  work  !  If  he  finds 
all  well  he  will  presently  suck  in  your  fly  as  he  has 
done  the  others.  Do  not  be  flustered.  Too  often  a 
novice  will  strike  at  once,  the  moment  the  fly  dis- 
appears, and  before  the  fish  has  had  time  to  close 
his  mouth  upon  it  and  to  turn  round;  with  the 
result  that  the  frightened  fish  bolts  off  to  his  lair 
below,  while  the  line  flies  up  into  the  branches  above, 
whence  it  will  probably  take  some  trouble  to  get  it 
down  again. 

Lower  the  point  of  your  rod  as  the  fish 
takes  the  fly,  and  do  not  tighten  on  him  till  he  has 
fairly  turned,  and  the  boil  made  by  his  tail,  as  he 
descends,  breaks  the  surface.  He  finds  your  fly  tastes 
all  right,  and  is  oil  his  guard,  and  will  not  instantly 
eject  it  as  he  would  an  imitation  of  fur  and  feathers. 
And  as  his  head  turns  down  and  his  tail  comes  up 
his  own  weight  upon  the  tightened  line  will  suffice 
to  strike  the  barb  home.  If  it  did  not,  his  first  mad 
rush  upon  feeling  the  hook,  and  the  restraint  of  the 
line,  certainly  would  do  so,  without  any  further 
action  on  your  part ;  for  he  is  off  like  a  flash,  and 
your  rod  is  bent  till  it  almost  touches  the  water. 
However,  he  is  making  straight  for  the  branches, 
which  extend  upon  every  side,  and,  as  you  have  very 
little  room  in  which  to  play  him,  you  must  hold  on 
hard  and  yield  no  more  to  him  than  the  play  of  the 
rod  will  give,  taking  care  at  the  same  time  to  keep 
that  as  much  elevated  as  the  branches  overhead  will 
allow.  Tliere  will  be  a  tremendous  amount  of 
splashing  and  kicking,  during  which  your  heart  will 
several  times  be  in  your  mouth,  but  to  keep  a  firm 
hold  on  him  is  your  only  chance.  Once  you  were  to 
let  him  start  on  a  run  and  you  could  hardly  stop 
him  again,  h\xt  so  long  as  you  can  keep  him  tight  by 
the  head  and  near  the  surface,  it  is  wonderful  how 
soon  he  will  so  far  give  in  as  to  enable  you,  or  your 
companion,  to  reach  down  and  quietly  slip  the  net 
under  him. 

Of  course,  for  this  sort  of  fishing  a  net  is  practi- 
cally indispensable,  and  it  is  much  better  to  have 
someone  handy  to  help  you  with  it  than  to  have  to 
stoop  over  it  yourself.  It  is  a  critical  business  ;  the 
fish,  though  cowed,  is  by  no  means  tired  out,  as  he 
would  be  after  a  long  run,  and  when  you  are  bending 
awkwardly  over  the  bank  with  the  net  is  just  the 
likely  moment  for  him  to  break  away  and  run  you 
fast  in  the  branches  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

This  time,  however,  he  is  safely  landed  and  now 
lies  kicking  amongst  the  grass,  and  what  a  beauty 
he  is  to  be  sure  !  Deep  in  the  flank  and  well  fed, 
beautifully  spotted,  a  true  Salmo  fario,  and  he 


scales  just  over  the  21b.  we  had  been  estimating  him 
at:  length  a  good  17in.  And  having  safely  stowed 
him  away  in  the  basket,  we  will  walk  on  up  or  down 
stream  in  search  of  another  accessible  spot  and 
another  victim. 

A  favourable  opening  amongst  the  bushes  is  the 
first  consideration,  for  unless  the  water  has  been 
heavily  fished  in  this  manner  before,  every  likely 
spot  is  sure  to  have  at  least  one  good  fish  frequenting 
it.  If  the  original  occupier  has  already  fallen  to 
your  skill  a  day  or  two  previously,  you  will  find  his 
place  now  taken  by  another,  probably  slit!;htly 
smaller,  fish.  This  is  the  second  in  command  in  these 
parts  who  has  taken  over  the  control  on  the  demise 
of  his  superior.  Or  if,  perchance,  you  have  been 
several  times  over  the  water  at  no  long  interval, 
and  have  removed  two  or  three  fish  from  this 
station,  you  may  now  find  it  occupied  by  several 
smaller  fish,  all  hovering  near,  or  cruising  about, 
each  on  hisfseparate  rounds.  These  are  the  junior 
officers  of  the  pool,  who  have  taken  over  the  vacant 
post  as  a  sort  of  commission,  and  have  not  yet 
decided  amongst  themselves  who  is  permanently 
to  retain  it. 

These  juveniles  ought  by  all  means  to  be  passed 
over  for  the  present,  and  left  in  peace  to  grow 
bigger  and  gain  experience.  For  bobbing  is,  in  its 
way,  a  very  deadly  means  of  capturing  trout,  and 
ought  never  to  be  pursued  without  discretion,;  and 
I  should  certainly  advise  making  it  a  hard  and  fast 
rule  that  no  fish  below  a  certain,  and  very  con- 
siderable, standard  should  be  so  angled  for.  twelve 
or  even  fourteen  inches  is  by  no  means  too  high  a 
limit  to  fix  in  most  places.  For  though  you  may 
perhaps  capture  dozens  of  trout  in  ordinary  fishing, 
in  the  adjoining  streams,  without  getting  one  of  that 
size,  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  in  bobbing  you 
catch  the  largest  fish  in  the  water,  and  except  these 
none  other  ought  to  be  taken  by  it. 

The  most  suitable  place  perhaps  yields  a 
pounder  of  about  14in.  in  lcni,th,  and  further  on  we 
may  get  an  even  larger  fish  ;  but  there  is  many  a 
slip  in  this  as  in  other  modes  of  fishing,  and  you 
must  not  expect  to  be  successful  every  time.  Though 
in  the  hands  of  a  past-master  of  the  art,  the  rod  will 
probably  account  for  nearly  two  out  of  every  three 
of  the  fish  tried  for,  a  beginner  will  do  well  if  he 
succeeds  in  capturing  one  out  of  every  four  or  five. 
The  fish  may  not  take  your  fly  at  the  first  attempt, 
but  if  he  keeps  on  feeding  and  you  remain  perfectly 
still  the  chances  are  that  he  will  not  be  long  in 
falling  to  temptation.  If  you  are  not  in  too  great 
a  hurry,  the  fish  will  generally  bs  well  hooked,  and 
if  you  can  keep  clear  of  branches  the  odds  are  far 
more  in  your  favour  than  from  the  first  look  at  the 
place  you  might  be  inclined  to  suppose.  You  have 
always  been  in  the  habit  of  allowing  a  large  trout 
(when  you  were  so  fortunate  as  to  hook  him)  to 
have  most  of  his  own  way  at  first,  and  to  run 
whither  he  Usted,  and  you  find  a  difficulty  in  be- 
lieving that  a  heavy  fish  can  be  held  up  tight  in  so 
confined  a  space,  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  so.  Your 
rod  is  immediately  above  him,  and  your  tackle  is 
fairly  strong,  and  if  you  keep  him  near  the  surface 
it  is  wonderful  the  command  you  can  exert  over 
him.  Probably  nothing  takes  it  out  of  a  flsh  so 
much,  nor  gives  him  such  a  fright,  as  keeping  him 
kicking  and  splashing  on  the  surface  ;  be  does  not 
understand  the  power  that  is  controlling  him,  and 
generally  gives  in  very  quickly.  The  chief  fear  is 
that  the  hold  on  his  mouth  may  give  way  ;  if  that 
keeps  to  the  good  you  ought  to  land  him.  An 
amateur  at  the  business  will  probably — nay,  almost 
certainly — get  his  line  hung  up,  or  catch  his  rod  in 
the  branches  overhead,  both  of  which  are  likely  to 
end  in  disaster  ;  or  more  probably  still  he  wll  by 
some  premature  movement  scare  the  fish  away  just 
as  he  was  on  the  point  of  taking  the  fly.  In  the 
latter  event  all  further  attempts  upon  that  parti- 
cular fish  wiU  probably  be  unavailing  for  a  con- 
siderable period,  and  he  had  better  be  left  for  the 
time.  He  may  continue  his  rounds  picking  up  an 
insect  every  here  and  there,  but  he  has  had  a 
warning,  and  you  will  not  easily  beguile  him  a 
second  time  into  the  indiscretion  of  touching  a  fly 
with  a  hook  in  it.  Flick  a  harmless  fly  to  him  and 
he  will  take  it,  but  try  him  with  a  hooked  one  and 
you  will  see  him  sail  up  to  it  and  inspect  it,  but 
leave  it  alone.  I  have  often  wondered  what  sense  it 
was  that  helps  fish  in  those  circumstances.  Sight, 
of  course,  may,  and  no  doubt  does,  come  to  the 
assistance  of  some  ;  but  in  many  cases,  where  I 
believe  sight  is  out  of  the  question,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  it  is  smell  which  does  it. 

.Something  of  the  same  kind  often  occurs  in  worm- 


fishing.  You  will  see  a  trout  come  out  and  follow 
the  bait  for  a  short  distance,  with  his  nose  almost 
pressod  against  it,  and  yet  he  will  decline  it.  The 
hook  is  quite  hidden  inside  the  worm,  and  the  gut 
is  away  from  the  fish,  it  imiat  then  be  smell  which 
enables  him  to  detect  the  fraud.  An  old  friend,  who 
(irst  initiated  me  into  the  secrets  of  angling,  u.sed 
always  to  maintain  that  it  was  so,  and  I  think  that 
he  was  right.  It  was  in  the  early  seventies  that  he 
taught  me  to  "  bob,"  round  this  very  spot ;  and 
yonder,  in  that  bank  amongst  the  rushes,  is  the 
"  Lady's  Well,"'  where  we  used  so  often  to  stop  in 
the  old  days.   Let  us  rest  there  a  while  now,  for — 

'Tis  pleasant  by  the  cooling  wave. 

To  let  the  memory  dwell 
On  days  of  long  ago,  and  those 

Wo  loved  both  long  and  well. 
'Tis  sweet  to  (juaff  a  cup  to  them. 

The  dead — the  gone  away — 
With  whom  wo've  spent  in  boyliood'.s  hour 

Ah  !   many  a  liappy  day. 

Lichen  (iREy. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

ThameB,— General  Remarks. — It  has  not  been 
a  ^ood  week  for  anglers.  The  heavy  gale  and  the 
ram  have  made  it  exceedingly  unpleasant,  but  now 
the  river  ia  nicely  coloured,  and  with  a  more  even 
temperature  it  should  be  possible  to  get  some  good 
fish.  Bank  anglers  now  stand  a  much  better  chance. 
At  Monday's  meeting  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board,  the  Upper  River  Committee  reported  that 
they  had  received  a  letter  from  the  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Henley  and  District  Fisheries  Preservation 
Association,  stating  that  a  considerable  traffic  takes 
place  in  undersized  fish  from  the  Thames  for  use  as 
bait  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  that  he,  in  common 
with  a  large  number  of  anglers,  thought  that  a 
scheme  should  be  formulated  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
traffic.  The  committee  reminded  the  board  that  in 
March,  1899,  it  was  decided  that  in  future  the  only 
persons  entitled  to  use  the  cast  net  should  be  those 
registeied  fishermen  who  had  been  granted  "  depu- 
tations" to  act  as  water  bailiffs.  The  committee 
considered  that  greater  control  should  be  exercised 
over  the  users  of  the  net,  which  was  only  allowed 
to  be  employed  for  taking  bait  for  the  purpose  of 
angling  in  the  Thames.  The  committee  consequently 
recommended  that  the  leading  angling  society  in 
each  district  of  the  river  should  be  communicated 
with  for  iis  views  as  to  the  characters  of  the 
holders  of  the  deputations,  and  that  those 
registered  fishermen  against  whom  there  were  no 
complaints,  and.who  were  prepared  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  enforcing  the  Fishery  By-laws,  should  be 
eligible  for  these  deputations,  which  should  be 
greinted  for  one  year  and  be  renewable.  The  other 
deputations,  if  any,  should  at  once  be  called  in, 
and  not  reissued.  The  committee  further  recom- 
mended that  the  holder  of  a  deputation  be  given  to 
understand  that  any  contravention  on  his  part  of 
the  by-laws  relating  to  the  catching  and  possession 
of  immature  fish  for  use  as  bait  would  result  in  the 
immediate  withdrawal  of  the  deputation,  and  that 
the  offender  would  otherwise  be  severely  dealt  with. 
The  board  approved  the  recommendations.  This 
seems  to  me  a  most  extraordinary  decision.  Firstly,  it 
is  necessary  to  have  immature,  or  undersized,  bait  for 
pike  fishing ;  secondly,  holders  of  deputations  are 
not  usually  the  culprits ;  and  thirdly,  most  of  the 
dace  that  are  caught  in  the  Thames  and  sent  away 
for  fishing  other  parts  are  dace  that  are  at  least 
sizeable,  and  generally  caught  by  hook  and  line. 
But  what  will  the  Conservancy  do  ?  They  must 
first  find  the  culprits,  then  prosecute,  but  the 
water-bailiffs  are  few. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Chertsey  Weir). — Roach  fishing  is 
good  now,  and  water  should  be  in  good  order  for 
the  week  end.  We  had  some  good  fish  up  to 
lib.  2oz.  this  last  week.  Chub  are  feeding;  Mr. 
Green  got  one  of  21b.  2oz.  and  four  smaller  ones  on 
cheese.  Water  at  present  is  in  good  order  for 
spinning  — Arthur  Nevvham. 

Thames  (Henley). — Anglers  have  experienced 
another  very  disappointing  week,  in  which  there 
has  only  been  about  one  decent  day  for  fishing. 
When  the  water  was  in  condition  the  rough  winds 
made  successful  angling  almost  impossible.  Unless 
one  is  on  the  spec  and  able  to  pick  a  day  there  has 
been  little  chance  of  sport.  The  recent  rains  have 
put  the  river  up  nearly  bank  high,  and  a  good 
stream  is  running.  The  water,  however,  on 
Wednesday  had  a  lot  of  colour  in  it.  With- 
out a  lot  more   rain   it    should    again    be  in 
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good  fettle  by  the  week-end,  when  given  some 
lavourable  weather  some  good  sport  should 
be  the  result.  Mr.  Macdonald  has  made  the  best 
catch  of  the  week.  While  fishing  with  G.  Vaughan 
he  took  ISilb.  of  chub— be^t  fish.  41b.  loz.  This 
specimen  won  a  leg  of  mutton  for  George  Vaughan, 
that  being  the  promise  this  good  sportsman  made 
when  starting  the  day's  fishing,  if  they  caught  a 
chub  of  41b.  Mr.  A.  Parrott  was  a  first  prize  winner 
in  the  Working  Men's  Club  roving  match  on  Nov.  26. 
Mr.  Pryke  and  other  local  anglers  have  taken  some 
io:Tch,  perch,  and  jack  up  to  SJlb. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Bichmond). — The  water  is  a  very  dark 
colour,  but  should  fine  down  by  the  time  the 
Fishing  Gazette  is  published.  Only  two  or  three 
bank  anglers  have  been  trying  their  luck.  The 
local  anglers  are  in  high  glee  at  Mr.  D.  Matthews 
having  won  the  gold  medal  and  challenge  cup  at 
the  rei  ent  competition  of  sea  anglers  at  Deal.  Mr. 
D.  Matthews  has  won  three  gold  medals  before  for 
fresh-water  angling. — Gaynob  and  Son. 

Thames  CWeybridge;, — The  fishing  here  this 
week  has  fluctuated  a  good  deal,  owing  to  the 
weather,  and  not  so  many  anglers  are  out.  The 
water  is  in  good  condition  for  all-round  angling, 
and  I  think  it  more  anglers  would  come 
down  they  would  not  go  home  with  empty 
creels.  Mr.  H.  George  has  been  out  for  a  couple 
of  hours  of  an  afternoon  on  three  or  four  occasions 
with  H.  Curr  (fisherman)  and  has  had  some  good 
takes  of  flue  roach,  several  of  them  close  on  1  lb. 
each,  one  jack  of  4§lb.,  and  seven  bream,  nearly 
all  of  21b.  each.  J.  Strudwick,  fishing  with  two  or 
three  gentlemen  for  an  hour  or  two,  some  good 
takes  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Light  a  fine  take  of  roach. 
— Chas.  a.  Shaylok. 

Avon  (Bingwood). — The  rains  of  the  early  part 
of  the  week  have  greatly  improved  the  condition  of 
this  river ;  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday),  there 
is  a  slight  colour  in  the  water,  but  it  should  be  in 
splendid  condition  by  the  time  this  report  is  pub- 
lished. Mr.  F.  E.  Loneon  has  taken  some  nice  perch 
up  to  Ijlb.,  also  a  nice  pike  of  181b.  and  401b.  of 
roach. — M.  W.  Hayier. 

Bottdsham  Iiocbs  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week  few  anglers  have  been  out  owing  to  verj'  un- 
settled weather,  with  strong  winds  and  drenching 
rains,  which  has  not  increased  the  volume  of  the 
water,  but  has  given  it  a  better  colour.    Those  who 


have  ventured  to  fish  have  given  most  attention  to 
the  pike,  with  small  results,  although  they  are 
numerous  here.  What  have  been  secured  have  been 
small.  Roach  angling,  except  for  baits,  hus  b<^en 
dull,  none  over  Jib.  each.  This  past  November  has 
been  the  worst,  to  take  it  all  through,  on  this  free 
water,  for  all-round  fishing,  which  has  been  experi 
enced  for  years.  Live  baits  on  the  spot. — John  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  water 
is  now  fairly  big.  chiefly  on  account  of  the  heavy 
rain  on  Nov.  26,  and  this  should  be  beneficial  to 
late  spawning  fi^h.  The  official  figures  pro- 
duced to  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators  of 
salmon  caught  during  the  season  show  a 
considerable  decrease  on  the  previous  year.  Rod 
and  line  anglers  haveaccounted  for  2 1.5  lib.  of  salmon, 
whilst  the  nets  have  secured  521  fish  in  private 
waters,  and  2070  have  been  captured  in  private 
waters.  These  figures  are  the  lowest  for  some  time, 
but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  although  there  i^ 
no  reason  to  dispute  the  figures  given  by  the  "  nels," 
there  are  doubtless  many  fish  landed  that  are  not 
accounted  for.  At  Stoke  Gabiiel  and  Dittisham, 
however,  an  accurate  account  is  kept  as  the  whole 
of  the  boats  dispose  of  the  fish  to  an  agent.  The 
Weir  Fishery,  I  hear,  is  "  to  let,"  and  no  doubt 
there  will  be  keen  competition  for  this  valuable 
property,  which  belongs  to  C.  Tavleur,  Esq.  On 
Nov.  25  one  of  the  btoke  Gabiiel  fishing  boats 
landed  5cwt.  of  grey  mullet.  This  is  rather  an 
exceptional  occurience,  as  it  is  on  very  rare  occa- 
sions that  these  fish  come  so  far  up  the  Dart.  The 
haul,  however,  is  exceedingly  welcome  to  the  men 
at  this  time  of  the  year. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  rain  has  been  wel- 
come, and  has  raised  mcst  of  the  streams.  In  the 
Exe  on  Nov.  23,  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Exeter,  landed  a 
171b.  pike,  which  was  in  fine  condition. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  heavy  gales  and 
rain  have  stopped  sport  for  anglers  generally,  and 
except  for  a  few  pike  and  perch  caught  in  the 
river  near  the  city  and  in  the  canal,  but  little  has 
been  done.  An  important  nase  of  illegal  fishing  in 
Teignmouth  Baj-  was  heard  at  Newton  Abbot  last 
week  when  the  owner  of  the  trawler  Energy,  of  Brix- 
ham,  was  charged  with  illegal  trawling  within  the 
three-mile  limit  in  Teignmouth  Bay  on  the  night  of 
Oct.  5  last.    Mr.  Ford,  who  appeared  on  behalf  of 


the  Fishery  Commissioner.?,  commented  on  the  fact 
that  the  defendant  was  trawling  without  lights,  a 
practice  th  it  was  dangerous  to  human  life,  and  one 
which  w  is  only  ca' ried  out  when  the  boats  were 
inside  tho  limits.  George  Tavener,  fishing  inspector, 
stated  that  on  the  night  in  question  ho  was  out  in 
a  launch,  and  saw  a  trawler  within  limits  with  the 
trawl  down.  The  ves-el  was  about  a  mile  from  the 
shore.  He  went  along-ide,  and  siw  it  was  the 
Energy,  Bll,  and  he  told  the  skipper  to  get  his 
trawl  up.  Defendant  had  no  lights  up.  There 
were  at  least  twenty  other  trawlers  inside  the 
limits,  and  none  carried  lights.  Another  trawler 
came  up,  and  one  of  the  crew  shouted,  "  What's 
up?"  to  which  someone  on  defendant's  trawler 
replied,  "The  bogeyman  is  alongside  of  us."  A 
flare  was  burnt,  and  the  other  trawlers,  seeing  the 
signal,  made  off.  The  bench,  being  satisfied  that 
an  offence  had  been  committed,  fined  defendant 
£10  inclusive,  allowing  one  month  for  payment. 
In  Exmouth  Docks  some  mullet  have  been  caught, 
and  on  Monday  a  monkfish  (or  devilfish)  was 
floating  in  the  dock  which  measured  5  J  ft.  in  length, 
weighing  about  Icwt. ;  its  inside  was  cut  clean 
open.  On  Nov.  26  one  of  the  heaviest  seas  at  high 
tide  was  visited  by  hundreds  of  people,  the  small 
stones  and  shingle  being  dashed  clean  over  the 
high  esplanade  walls.  It  was  a  grand  sight. — Red 
Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — There  is  no  good  sport 
to  record  down  to  to-day  (Nov.  30),  but  it  is  satis- 
factory to  know  that  the  rains  have  improved  the 
river  for  roach  fishing,  and,  given  decent  weather, 
sport  promises  for  the  week-end.  The  weather 
early  in  the  week  was  very  cold  and  stormy,  and 
there  have  been  few  anglers  out. — Izaak  Walton. 

laittle  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  pike  or  roach  fishing.  There  has  not 
been  a  lot  of  fishermen  down,  but  what  have  had 
good  sport,  especially  with  the  pike.  Pike  have 
been  taken  from  101b.  down  to  61b.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport.  Boat,  bait,  etc.,  from 
Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

Isagg  and  Arrow  (Iieomlnateri. — Both  streams 
are  in  good  order,  and  grayling  have  been  rising 
fairly  well  at  midday.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk, 
the  weather  being  changeable  has  been  against 
anglers  going  out,  but  a  few  nice  grayling  have  been 
taken  with  fly.    Pike  fishing  with  minnow  has  been 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ABISODON,  B,  Berks,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Addlestone  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2i.  . 
Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 
Amberley  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8d.,  64  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 
Amersham  fMisbourn),  I,  Bucks,  23f  ;  2a.  3d. 
Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  48.  2d. 
ArdLEIGH  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56  ;  4s.  9d. 
ArIesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 
ASHCRST  (.\Iedway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 
Addley  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  33.  7d. 
Aylesbcry  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48 ;  3a.  8d. 
Barcombe  .Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  53.  6d. 
BattlesbriIiGE  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  5d. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50 ;  5s.  ' 
Berkhampstead  (G..T.C.),  H,  Herts,  28 ;  2s.  lid. 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  43.  4d. 
Billericay  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 
BILLINGHURST  (Anm),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  8d. 
Bishop  s  Stoktford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  lod. 
Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46| ;  4s.  lid. 
Blcnha.m  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  5s.  3d. 
Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5a.  2d. 
BoTTiSHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61i  ;  5s.  lid. 
Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28i  ;  3s. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22t ;  2s.  8d. 
BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24i  ;  23.  6d. 
Braintkek  (IJlackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  33.  lOd. 
Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86*  ;  7s.  4d. 
Brauohino  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30i  ;  2s.  8d. 
Bricket  Wood  (C'olne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
Bri.m.siiown  (  ),  A,  Midfllesex,  KIJ  ;  Is. 

Broxboirne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i  ;  Is.  6d. 
BUNTINOPOKD  (Kib),  Herts,  331 ;  2s.  lid. 
BCRES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  .54  ;  43.  7d. 
Bcrnham  on-Crouch,  a,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3d. 
BCRNT  .Mill  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25 ;  23. 
BCSHEY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 
Byfleet  (Wey),  1),  Surrey,  211 ;  28.  3d. 
CA.STLE  Hemngham  (Colue),  A,  Esaex,  561 ;  -Ss. 
Chalfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  2s. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  b(>i ;  43.  3d. 
Cheddisgton  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
CHEL.VISFORD  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29i  ;  2s.  7d. 
Chkktsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  221 ;  23.  4d. 
Chehha.m  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  23.  5d. 
Chf-siilnt  (Lea),  A,  Herta,  141 ;  Is.  2d. 
Chiowell  Lane  (Koding),  A,  Essex,  l:;Jl ;  Is.  2(1. 
CllILTERN  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  8d. 
ChOLKKY  (Ilianies),  B,  Berks,  481  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  Cniames),  B,  Berks,  481  i  58.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  1,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Clark  (Su^ur),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  6s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (.Mole),  i),  Surrey,  18J  ;  28. 
Colchf„ster  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  5H  ;  4a.  5d. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  571 ;  48.  6d. 
COLSBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  161 ;  1«.  8d. 
CooKHAM  Crtiamea),  B,  Berks,  251 ;  28.  lOd. 
CowiiKN  (.Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  :  38. 
CRA.vEROOK  (Medway),  C,  48 ;  is. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


D. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E. 

Great  Western  (Paddingtou).  F. 

South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo  G. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  H. 

and  New  Cross).  I. 

South-Western  (Waterloo).  * 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

North-Western  (Euston). 

Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 

Issued  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 


Cromer,  a,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis.'* 
CuLHAM  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  561  ;  5s.  lOd. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28J  ;  2s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  861 ;  7s.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  761 ;  6s.  4d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  211 ;  2s. 
East  Fableigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  43. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  38.  6d. 
Edenbridoe  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21  ;  2s.  3d. 
ElsTREE  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38 ;  3s. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  701  ;  6s. 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Eppino  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  (id. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14i  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridoe  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Fittleworth  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  5s.  3d. 
Flitwiok  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40 ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d. 
FuLWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12J  ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44j  ;  43.  9d. 
Goudhurst  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  lid. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  351 ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  MISSENDEN  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  761 :  73.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  281 ;  3s.  2d, 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  lOs.* 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  251 ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstkad  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  621 ;  4s.  9d. 
Hami'TON  (Thames),  U,  Middlesex,  141 ;  Is.  6dj 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  141 ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26i  ;  23.  2d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  O,  Herts,  271  ;  2s.  6d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  171 ;  is.  lod. 
Hatfield PEVEREL(Chelmer),A,Essex,36  ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhurst  (Meilway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  23.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35|  ;  38.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  241  ;  2e.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  111  ;  Is. 
HiLGAY  (Ou.se),  A,  Norfolk,  881 ;  6s.  lld. 
HoRLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  23.  8d. 
HOKSHAM  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HORSMONDEN  (Medway),  C,  40  ;  48. 
H0K8TED  Keynes  (Ouae),  F.  Sussex,  361 ;  3s.  lOd. 
HCNSTANTON,  A,  Norfolk,  1141 ;  lOs.* 


Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  581 ;  68.  2d. 
Hythe,  C,  661  ;  6s.  9d. 

IRCHESTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  .6s.  6d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  421 ;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Lanoley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 
LAKENHEATH  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  821 ;  7s. 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  161 ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  321 ;  3s.  3d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  191 ;  23. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  401 ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 
LINGFIELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 
LiTTLEPORT  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76  ;  6s.  5d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  611 ;  53.  3d. 
Loughton  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is. 
Lowestoft  (Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  1171 ;  lis.* 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24i ;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  4d. 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
MANEA  (  ),  A,  Cambs,  SOI  ;  6s.  4d. 

Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  5s. 
March  (Nene,  &c.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  63.  4d. 
Mardock  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  43. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  311 ;  3s.  3d. 
Midhorst  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  761 ;  6s.  5d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  481 ;  5s.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  91 ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42t ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  lis."* 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  191  ;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  521 ;  5s.  4d. 
OFFOKD  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  551 ;  5s.  lUd. 
OngaR  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  2s. 
OXTED  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21  ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  l^ent,  311 ;  4s. 
Pangboukne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  411 ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  Is. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  121 ;  Is.  3d. 
Pulborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  60 ;  6s. 
Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  6d. 
Radley,  B,  Berks,  581 ;  6s.  2d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  201 ;  23. 
RICKMAHSWORTH  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  221 ;  la.  9d. 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
Rudowick  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  Is.  8d. 
ST.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20 ;  28.  Id. 


St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Himts,  701 ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  201 ;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  511 ;  53.  5d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  2s.  4d. 
Selham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  58  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  3s.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 
Shelfokd  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55 ;  4s.  6d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  201 ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  181 ;  2s. 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  0.xford,  351 ;  3s.  7d. 
Shii'Pka  Hill  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  771; 
6s.  6d. 

Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18}  ;  Is.  lld. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  I),  Middlesex,  19} ;  2s. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  291 ;  2s.  7d. 
Stansted  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58}  ;  5s. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
SWAVESBY  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  67} ; 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47} ;  4s.  lld. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49} ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  4d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29  ;  3s. 
Tilehukst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  381 ;  4s.  Id. 
TONBRIDGE  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Trino  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
TWYFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
UXBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15} ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23  ;  2s.  6d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Siu-rey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  221 ;  Is.  lld. 
Wargrave,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  3s.  5d. 
Waterbeaoh  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  53.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46  ;  4s. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33}  ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Jliddlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Weybridoe  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
WlOKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s.  2(1. 
Widford  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  211 ;  2s.  3d. 
■VVitham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  4(3. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24 
2s.  6d. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thames  &  Colne),  D,  Bucks,  21}  ; 
2s.  3d. 

Wroxham  (Broads,  <fec.),  A.  Norfolk,  1221  ;  Hs- 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.)* 
Wye  (Stour),  C,  601 ;  6s. 
Yaldino  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  381 ;  43. 
■Varmouth  (Bure,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis  * 
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tried.    The  Pinsley  is  clear.    Little  done  in  it  of 

late. — GwYNNE. 

Ouse  (Holywell  F<srry.) — The  livorhereis  much 
improved  in  col)ur  by  the  lalo  rain  we  have  had, 
and  should  give  fi  good  result  now  with  roach. 
Small  jnck  have  been  had  by  several  gentlemen 
during  the  week,  tlie  largest  two  about  lilb.  each 
fell  to  Mr.  Munsey's  rod,  of  Cambridge. — A.  S:'akd. 

Severn,  Vyruwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Lianymy- 
necli). — About  the  middle  of  last  week  tlie  weather 
was  fairly  fine  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  the  rivers 
gradually  improving  in  c  >ndition  some  good  sport 
was  enjoyed  all  round,  and  some  nice  grayling  taken 
in  favourite  spjts  on  the  Tanat,  and  also  in  the 
Vyrnwy  below  the  bridges  at  Llanymynech, 
aa  well  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Pontreheylin,  sjrae 
distance  down  stream.  Since  that  time,  however, 
a  complete  change  has  been  experienced  in  the 
weather  conditi  ms.  The  week-end  was  ushered  in 
with  storms  and  floods,  and  the  streams  were,  one 
and  all,  as  muddy  as  ditch  water — the  Severn 
especially  so,  and  this  river  is  yet  much  swollen 
and  altogether  out  of  condition  for  angling.  The 
Tanat  and  Cain  are  improving  daily,  and  the 
Vyrnwy  at  a  slower  rate. — -Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal, — The 
gales  and  storms  of  the  week-end  have  for  a  while 
put  a  veto  on  angling  pursuits  in  most  Sussex 
waters.  With  a  continuance  of  fine  weather  rivers 
should  be  fishable  by  the  early  part  of  December. 
Chiche-ter  Canal  is  in  good  order.  A  few  small 
bieam,  a  pike  of  3^1b.,  and  perch  up  to  lOoz.  is  the 
record  of  the  week. — Georgjs  F.  S.xltek. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Tetne  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  a  fair  level,  and  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  foggy  nights  and  mornings 
have  been  good  for  grayling,  and  they  have  been 
more  on  the  rise  during  mi  Iday  t  j  the  Hy.  Bottom 
fishers  have  taken  some  coarse  &sh  with  maggot. 
Grasshopper  fishing  has  accoun'.ed  for  nice  grayling. 
Pike  have  been  on  the  feed. — S.  Ludlow. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These  rivers 
have  been  out  of  "order-  for  the  fly  dur  ing  the  past 
week  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  we  have  had,  and 
only  on  those  portions  of  the  Derwent  where 
bottom  fishing  is  allowed  have  any  anglers  turned 
out,  and  I  only  hear  of  a  few  roach  and  perch  being 
taken,  and  these  mostly  at  Whatstandwell,  and  the 
best  mode  of  taking  a  few  grayling  will  be  Swimming 
a  worm  after  a  fro,t  or  using  a  Furnace  Fly,  Silver 
Dun,  Red  Tag,  Neadle  Fly,  and  Grey  Palmer  on  a 
bright  day. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Up  to  Nov.  25  grayling  fiihing  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  most  of  our  rivers  was  very  fair. 
In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Yore  a  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  up  to  Nov.  27,  and  sport  was 
very  good  amongst  the  grayling.     In  the  lower 
waters— in  the  deeps — several  anglers  have  bagged 
a  few  nice  pike  with  spinning,  also  by  live  baiting. 
Since  then  the  weather  has  been  of  the  most  vile 
description,  and  what  with  the  snow  on  the  hills 
and  heavy  lains  in  the  valleys,  all  the  York- 
shire rivers  are  flooded.     No  anglers  have  been 
out     during     the     last     day     or     two.  The 
Wharfe  was    in    capital    condition  towards  the 
end  of  last  week,  and  some  very  nice  catches  of 
grayling  have  been  made  at  Gr  assington,  Burnsall, 
and  llkley.    The  best  fish  have  been  got  by  swim- 
ming the  worm.    In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe 
pome  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst 
the  grayling  and  dace,  and  some  good  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  districts  of  CoUingham,  Wetherby, 
and  Boston  Spa.    The  River  Swale  has  been  out  of 
order  for  a  few  days  now.    Stormy  weather  has 
stopped  angling  for  grayling  for  a  few  days.  Very 
few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Nidd,  but  coarse  fishing  on  the  lower  reaches 
has  been  fairly  good,  especially  amongst  the  chub 
and  dace  in  the  districts    of    Ribston,  Walsh- 
ford  Bridge,   Cowthorpe,   and   Hunsingore  The 
Derwent  has  been  fairly  high  during  the  latter 
part  of  last  week  ;  on  Saturday  a  few  anglers  were 
out  in  the  district  of  Yeddingham  Bridge,  and  some 
very  nice  sport  was  met  with  on  that  day.    Mr.  W. 
Harrison  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Bazley  journeyed  from 
Leeds  in  the  early  hours  of  Saturday.     They  found 
there  was  a  good  water,  and  sport  was  good  on  the 
whole.    Mr.  Harrison  secured  a  nice  lot  of  roach  and 
grayling,  including  a  good  Yorkshire  specimen  of 
the  grayling,  weighing  1  lb.  lOoz.    Mr.  J.  H.  Bazley 
had  a  good  show  of  roach,  including  one  weighing 
lib.  1^0'/..     On  Monday  several  Leeds  anglers, 
numbering  about  twenty,  visited  the  River  Co^ta 
for    a    day's    grayling    fishing.     The    day  was 
wild,    and    consequently    sport   was  very  poor. 
Only  about  a  do/en  fish  were  caught  amongst 
the  lot.    Mr.  Fred  Hornsby  carried  premier  honours 
by  winning  a  silver  cup. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  On   Sunday  last  the 
weather  suddenly  changed,  and  towards  evening 


there  was  a  heavy  rainfall,  which  continued  at  in- 
tervals on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  with  showers  of 
sleet  and  hail.  The  abundant  rainfall  of  the 
past  month  has  kept  the  river  pretty  high, 
and  on  Monday  the  volume  of  water  was  im- 
mense. What  with  its  volume  and  a  storm  at  sea 
a  large  part  of  the  bar  was  swept  away.  The 
noise  ol  the  sea  on  the  bar  was  heard  a  great 
distance,  and  aa  the  huge  waves  broke  over  it  tlie 
scene  was  most  impressive.  From  below  the  Bridge 
of  Banff,  at  the  height  of  the  storm,  the  banks  of 
the  river  were  completely  covered  with  water,  and 
only  a  glimpse  of  the  bar  was  to  be  seen  here  and 
there.  The  sea  is  discoloured  for  a  great  distance 
out  with  the  spate  water  from  the  river. — H.  W. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  again  been 
in  flood  with  the  excessive  rains  of  Nov.  26,  but 
little  harm  is  anticipated  to  the  spawriers,  which 
are  now  thick  upon  the  redds.  An  occasional  rise 
movoi  the  spent  fish  downwards  and  accelerates 
the  ascent  of  later  arrivals,  and  this  will  go  on  now 
well  throuj^h  December.  There  is  a  keen  demand 
for  salmon  waters  on  the  Dee,  but  little  elsewhere 
as  far  as  is  known.  This  ii  always  the  case  at  this 
season,  arrd  between  now  and  Christmas  all  the 
best  spring  sections  will  he  fixed  up  that  are  likely 
to  be  in  the  market.  The  Don,  Ythaii,  Deveron, 
and  Spey  are  teeming  with  fi-sh  on  their  middle  and 
upper  parts,  and  an  excellent  spawning  season  ii 
being  experienced  on  these,  also  on  the  North  and 
South  Esks  — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Waterville  (cq.  Ketryj. — All  waters  here  are 
now  in  high  flood  from  recent  rains,  and  the  last  of 
the  spawning  fish  have  departed  to  the  spawning 
grounds.  Poachers  have  been  keeping  very  quiet 
so  far,  but  about  Christmas  lime  probably  s  jme- 
thing  will  be  seen  or  heard  of  them  a?  usual. — 
T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballins&elligs. — The  weather  for  the  past  three 
or  four  days  has  been  very  wild  and  wet,  and 
fishing  has  been  brought  to  a  standstill. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).  —  Bad  weather  has 
brought  fishing  of  all  kinds  to  a  standstill  around 
here,  even  witliin  the  harbour. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Nov.  23. — S.W.  gale  Nothing  particular 
done  with  rod  and  line.  In  the  evening  a  large  con- 
tingent put  in  an  appearance  to  take  part  in  the 
B.S.A.S.  Competition.  Nov.  24. — Wind  westerly, 
fine,  water  thick.  Takes  varied  in  quantity  and 
quality.  Messrs.  G.  Read  Clarke,  Owen,  and 
Baldry,  sixteen  score  whiting,  two  score  cod,  one 
score  and  two  large  dabs,  one  score  pouting,  and 
one  conger.  Nov  25. — Wind  westerly,  fine,  water 
rather  cloudy.  A  good  number  of  bjats  o'ut  with 
competitors,  and  some  decent  takes  were  recorded. 
Nov.  26. — S.W.  gale,  rain,  strong  ground  swell. 
Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  weather  a  great 
many  competitors  would  not  venture  out,  bub  those 
who  did  take  part  in  galley  punts  and  fore  and 
mizzen  boats  returned  lairly  well  satisfied  with  the 
rough  shaking  if  not.  with  grand  takes  of  fish. 
Nov.  27. — Fresh  breeze  westerly,  water  very  thick. 
Nothing  doae  worth  mention  with  rod  and  line. 
Nov.  28. — Wind  S.S.W.,  fresh,  water  thick.  Nothing 
particular  to  report.  Should  the  weather  moderate 
by  Nov.  30  or  Dec.  1  and  continue  for  the  week-end 
in  all  probability  there  will  be  good  weighing  in  at 
the  Deal  District  Angling  Society's  Competition, — 

EdVFAED  H.-INGER. 

Deal  (the  f  ier). — Some  satisfactory  pier  results 
were  obtained  by  the  few  anglers  present  at  the  end 
of  last  week,  and  also  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
one ;  but  a  strong  north-east  wind  sprang  up  on 
Tuesday  night,  and  the  water  to-day  (Nov.  2c))  is 
very  thick  and  dirty.  On  Nov.  24,  when  the 
weather  was  like  summer,  several  pier  fishermen 
made  decent  bags  of  whiting,  and  codlings  tjok 
the  baits  readily  in  tha  evening.  On  Nov.  25 
some  large  whiting  were  taken,  but  the  cod- 
ling did  not  feed  so  well  as  on  the  preceding 
day.  The  strong  gale  which  raged  on  Nov.  26 
deterred  many  ol  the  B.S.A.  from  going  afloat,  and 
no  less  than  seventy-seven  of  them  tempted  sport 
from  the  pier,  the  sight  presented  by  them  in  oileys 
and  sou'- westers  oi  every  hue  and  shape  being 
most  picturesque,  but  the  catchea  were  poor  all 
round.  Tnis  week's  anglers  have  included  Mrs. 
P.  C.  Edgar,  Mrs.  Allison  Wolff,  Mrs.  Clapp, 
Mrs.  Dryden,  Mrs.  Sach,  Mrs.  F.  Knight,  and 
Messrs.  H.  Taylor,  W.  Dodd,  P.  C.  Edgar,  Dryden, 
Wollf,  Band,  Clapp,  A.  J.  Stait,  Capt.  Dicks,  J. 
Philp,  Theaker,  Grubb,  Ziehnsdorf,  Turner, 
Beasley,  J.  MUler,  Sach,  S.  Coke,  C.  HolJstock, 
Waddell,  Bushnell,  Crowhurst,  Uridge,  Dillistone, 
J.  Wilson,  Fenn,  Collyer,  R.  Hayman,  and  J. 
Taylor,  all  of  whom  were  present  on  Monday,  and 
fished  the  greater  part  of  the  day  with  moderate 
success,  soqae  of  them,  however,  doing  remarkably 


well  for  a  short  time  in  the  evening.  Additions  to 
the  pier  ranks  on  Nov.  28  were  Miss  Turner,  Mrs. 
D  ,dd,  Mr.  R  Agnew,  Mr.  J.  Pope,  Mr.  W.  Edwards 
and  his  two  sons,  and  Mr.  Lane.  Sonre  half  dozen 
rois  did  well  on  the  morning's  tide,  but  their 
owners  had  to  retire  from  the  lower  deck  at 
noon  as  the  waves  were  breaking  clean  over  it, 
and  the  upper  deck  yielded  but  indifferent 
sport.  Fresh  arrivals  on  Wednesday  were  Mes-^rs. 
Harvey,  Webber,  G.  Perry,  Pierpoint,  Cunnington, 
and  W.  Burgess,  and,  despite  the  thickness  ot  the 
water,  some  very  fine  catches  of  codling  and  whiting 
were  made,  Mrs.  Edgar,  Mrs.  Dodd,  and  several 
other  ladies  doing  as  well  as  anyone  pressnt. — 
J.  RlCH.\RDSON  (B.S  A.S.). 

Plymouth.  —  The  weather  has  been  rathoi- 
boisterous  for  boat  fishing,  but  at  the  present  time 
the  glass  is  rising,  and  everything  bids  fair  for  a 
fine  week.  The  mackerel  are  making  their  appear- 
ance again,  which  is  rather  early,  but  as  they  spawn 
in  October  they  are  getting  in  very  good  condition. 
The  boats,  however,  do  not  regularly  fit  out  for  this 
class  of  fljhing  until  the  e.irly  part  of  the  year. 
Hake  are  being  caught  in  great  numbers  ;  they  are 
heavy  with  roe.  This  ii  the  season  that  they  retire 
into  deep  water  to  spawn,  and  the  catching  of  them 
should  be  discouraged  from  now  until  April,  as  they 
are  not  in  season.  The  pier  fishermen  are  still 
taking  quantities  of  smelt,  with  an  occasional 
pollack  and  bass.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this 
month  include  coalfish,  ling,  cod,  haddock,  pouting, 
whiting,  tub,  piper,  red  eurnard,  eel,  sprat,  pibhard, 
anchovy,  dory,  mackerel,  smelt,  skate,  ray,  and  all 
shellfish. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth.  —  The  weather  haa  been  very  un- 
settled again,  and  I  have  not  mujh  to  record.  The 
bass  in  the  harbour  afford  very  good  sport,  anglers 
averaging  eighteen  to  twenty-four  each.  The  fish  are 
also  running  larger  in  size.  The  Albion  Pijcatorials 
are  holding  a  competition  to-day  from  the  pier  and 
stagings,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing  the  result 
has  not  come  to  hand.  Some  good  pollack  are 
being  taken  just  outside  the  harbour,  and  I  notice 
that  a  lot  of  them  are  full  of  small  smelts.  The 
weather  is  looking  a  little  mare  promising  for  this 
week-end. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A  A.). 


ilofes  from  tf)c  Woxtl}. 


It  may  well  be  said,  both  literally  and  truly, 
"  Now  is  the  winter  of  onr  discontent,"  for  it  is 
neither  frost  nor  fresh  five  hours  on  end,  and  yet 
piercingly  cold  in  the  extreme. 

With  the  exception  of  some  pier  fishing,  angling 
is  entirely  suspended ;  yet  these  devotees,  who, 
wrapped  up  in  "  pea-jackets,"  are  ever  on  the 
look-out  for  a  cast,  have  during  the  past  week  been 
rather  lucky.  Saithe  were  taking  sea  fly  well  on 
several  occasions,  and  good  baskets  made.  ■i 

The  spawning  season  is  progressing  most  favour- 
ably, and  abundance  of  fish  are  reported  to  be  on 
the  redds  on  the  Don,  Dee,  Spey,  Deveron,  and 
other  northern  streams. 

The  covert  shooting  season  is  about  over,  and 
what  country  houses  are  not  already  shut  down  will 
close  up  this  week. 

Although  there  is  an  abundance  of  pike  in  the 
North,  ypit  it  is  very  seldom  one  hears  of  any  pike- 
angling  being  engaged  in,  and  yet  they  are  in  the 
best  condition  just  now. 

There  is  a  run  just  now  for  angling  waters,  on  the 
principle  that  the  early  bird  catches  the  worm  ;  and 
in  these  da.\'s  when  good  waters  are  at  a  premium, 
it  is  well  to  bo  up  in  time. 

A  correspondent  (from  the  south)  mentioned  in 
his  letter  last  week  in  the  correspondence  columns 
that  "  finnock  were  the  young  of  the  salmon." 
Finnock  are  the  "  grilse  "  stage  of  sea-trout,  and 
never  become  salmon.  They  are  the  same  as 
whitling  and  such-like  names  for  Salmo  trutta.  It  is 
a  common  mistake,  however,  with  fishermen  to 
think  so. 

Lord  Lovat  was  thirty-four  on  Saturday.  He  is 
one  of  tho  most  popular  lairds  in  the  North.  A 
sportsman  of  the  first  water,  and  an  angler  above 
ail.  The  Beauly  is  one  of  the  best  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea-trout  rivers  in  Scotland  for  its  sizj. 

Lord  Lovat  raised  the  famous  corps  of  scouts  for 
the  South  African  War,  and  could  raise  twice  the 
same  number  again  were  it  necessary.  Ho  shared 
all  the  hardships  of  the  campaign,  and  wherever 
work  or  risk  fell  the  laird  was  there  in  the  thick 
of  it.  Special  Scotch. 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64;  George-st. 

Alnwick. — Hardy  Bros.,L.  &  N.British 
Works. 

Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  asd  W.  H.  Foster. 

.  Athlone.— F.  Browne,  Bridge-street. 

Ayr,  N.B.—J.  W.  McOrrick,  72,  Sand^ 
gate. 


Ballater. — Geo.  Smith. 


Barnard  Castle. — G.  B.  Richardson. 


Barnstaple,  N.  Devon. — J.  Rowe,  62, 
High-street. 


Barrow-in-Furness. — E.  Clifton,  35, 
Strand. 

Bath. — R.  Chambers,  22,  Walcott- street. 
Beccles. — R.  Tilnet  &  Son. 


Belfast. — J.  Braddell  &  Son,  21, 
Castle-place. 

Birmingham.— C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas- 
street,  Vaughan-street. 
Reuben  Heatox,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
T.  Kendrick,  89,  Lichfield-road. 
James  Morgan,  2^,  Aston-road. 
W.  NeWell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul's-square. 
W.  H.  Ryder  &  Sons,  1,  Porchester-st. 


Bishop  Auckland. — W.  J.  Cummins, 
Pishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 


Blackburn. — James  Gregson,  Penny- 
street. 

Blairgowrie,  N.B.— J.  Crockart  & 
Son. 


Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Brechin.  —  Wm.   Steel,  15,  Church- 
street. 


Bridgend.— R.  H. 

Queen-street. 


Dyek,  19   &  20, 


Bridport. — -Joseph  Gundry&  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 
William  James. 
George  Kenway. 
W.  Tucker. 


Bristol.  —  O'Handlen 
Victoria-street. 


&    Co.,  48, 


Builth  Wells.— Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 


I 


Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 
Spring-gardens. 

Callander.— WrLLiAM  Imrie. 

Cardiff.— E.  Richardson,  "  Silver  Fish," 
Bridge-street. 

Carlisle.— R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 
Castle  Connell.— J.  Enkight  &  Sons. 

Ogden,  28, 


Cheltenham.  —  James 
Winchcomb-street. 
Ogden  &  Scotfobd,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale &  Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon.— J.  B.  Teuman. 

Clitheroe.— J.  Robinson,  3,  Wesleyan- 
road. 

Darlington.— J.  F.  Smythe. 


Derby.- T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 

Dublin.— C.  Weekes  &  Co.,  26  &  27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  &  Retail.] 
Messrs.   Williams,   Naturalists,  2, 
Dame-street. 


Dumfries,     N.a.  —  Elmslie,  20^ 

Barrack-street. 
J.  Jackson,  4,  Queon  square. 
James  Maxwell,  83,  N.  Drumlanrig- 

street. 

IWm.  McCall  &  Co. 
David  McMillan,  6,  Friars  Vennel. 
Wm,  McMilla.v,  8,  Whitesands. 


-{We  shall  be  glad  if  anyone  tvill  point  mU  any  inaccuracies  in  this  list.) 


Dundee. — J.  Eason,  40,  Dock-street 
S.  Emslie,  20,  Barrack  street. 
J.  R.  Gow  &  Sons,  12,  Union-street. 

Edinburgh. — R.  Anderson  &  Sons, 
Princes-street. 
Hardy  Bros.,  5,  South   St.  David- 
street. 

R.  Turnbull,  10  &  12,  Hanover-street. 

Eton. — Ceoil  Howlett. 
Bambridge. 

Exeter. — W.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  P.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth.— Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Bubge. 

Parn worth.  —  Nathan   Wilson,  26, 
Queen-street. 


Fife. — John  Martin  &  Co.,  Cellardyke. 
Fochabers,  N.B. — George  Lipp. 


Glasgow.  —  James  Buchanan,  Dale- 
street. 

W.  Horton,  98,  Buchanan-street. 


Great  Yarmouth.— T.  H.  Budds,  2, 
Howard-street. 
E.  Hannant,  102,  Market-gates. 
H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Halifax.— Morrow  &  Co.,  22,  Horton- 
street. 


Hanley,  Staffs.  —  F. 

Stafford-street. 


W.  I  Dale,  85, 


Hastings. — A.  C. 

Buildings. 


Dowsett,  10,  York 


Hawick. — R.  Cbaik,  Bourtree  place. 

Henley-on-Thames.— Stanley  Mead, 
Duke-street. 

Hereford.— T.  Cooke,  22J,  Maylord-st. 
Hertford.— Simson  &  Co.,  Market-place. 
Hull  — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 


Hungerford.— Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  &  Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 
W.  A.  Mackay  &  Son,  65,  Church-st. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 

Killarney.— T.  McCarthy,  Main-street. 
KiUin,  N.B.— H.  Horwood. 

Kilmarnock,  N.B. 

Sons. 


—  McOeivick  & 


Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.— S.  Perrott 
109,  Fore-street. 

King's  Lynn.— Thos.  Clough  &  Son. 


Kingston-on-Thames.— J.  E.  Wil- 
LINGHAM,  .35,  High-street. 

Kirkcaldy,  N.B.— Messrs.  A.  &  J. 
Mill,  339,  High-street. 

Langholm.— Joe  ANDERSON,59,High-st. 

LeamingtonlSpa.— J.  Hobson. 

Leeds.— LiNSLEY  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street. 

Leicester.- H.  Clark  &  Sons,  Gallow- 
tree  Gate. 

Leyburn,  Yorks.— J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 


Limerick.— A.  Nestor,  George-street 
[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 


Lincoln.— M.  Barnes,  1,  St.  Swithin'.s- 
square. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.— G.  Holland  &  Sons,  14, 
Castle-street  Arcade,  Cook-street. 
W.  Ramsbottom,  14ri,  North  John- 
street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 
R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 


London.— P.  Anstiss,  23,  First-street, 
Walton-street,  S.W. 

Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver  -  street, 
Notting  Hill,  W. 

Army  and  Navy  Stores,  Victoria- 
street,  S.W. 

W.  Bartleet  &  Sons,  11  &  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Benetfink  &  Co.,  89,  90,  107  &  108, 
Cheapside,  E.G. 

J.  Bernard  &  Son,  45,  Jermyn-stroet, 
St.  James'. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 

Carter  &  Co.,  371,  St.  John-street, 
E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 
Town. 

Eaton  &  Deller,  6  &  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 
C.  Parlow  &  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
Forrest  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's-street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 
J.    Gillett,    40,    Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 
J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 
Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch: 

61,  Pall  Mall. 
J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Bulmer),  62, 

Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 
HoLBBOw  &  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  St. 

-James',  S.W. 
Holroyd    Bros.,    59,  Gracechurch- 

street,  E.C. 
W.   P.    Homer,    157,   Forest  -  lane, 

Forest  Gate,  E. 
G.  Little  &  Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
J.    W.    Martin,  8,  Seymour-street, 

Euston-square,  N.W. 
Ogden    Smith,    24,  Knightsbridge, 

Hyde  Park  Corner,  S.W. 
J.  Peek  &  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-road, 

W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
Mrs.  Sowerbutts,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

—  Sparrow,  121,  Goswell-road,  E.G. 
A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston-square,  W.  • 
F.  T.  Williams  &  Co.,  "  Silver  Trout," 

10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — C.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Beoad,  Queen-street. 


Macclesfield. 

tereate. 


-J.  H.  Pearn,  38,  Ches- 


-B.  Pearce,  Coventry 


Machynlleth, 

House. 


Manchester.— W.  Chambers  &  Co.,  25, 

Market-place. 
Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch: 

12  &  14,  Moult-street,  Cross-street. 
R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 


Margate.— G. 

street. 


R.  Palmer,  7,  Broad- 


Melrose,  U",B.  — Wm, 

street. 


Brown,  High- 


Merthyr  Tydfil.— V.  A.  Wills,  3a, 
Victoria-street. 


Monmouth.— G.  P.  Harris,  8,  Mon- 
mouth-street. 


Newark. — D.  Slater,  Stodman-street. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. — J.  R.  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Morton,  87,  Grey-street.  [Wholesale 

&  Retail.] 
Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-street. 


Newtown,  N.  Wales,  —  Feed.  W. 
Cooke,  Short  Bridge-street. 

Newton  Stewart. — Wm.  Erskine. 

Norwich, — A.  J,  Rodd,  54,  London-st, 
J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 


Nottingham.— S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Ghas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theaker,  2,  Broad-marsh. 

W.  Wells  &  Co.,  I,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham.— J.  E.  WHiTEH0USE,-Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh,— John  White,  .30,  Market-st. 

Oxford.— James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Peebles,— William  Dodds,  7,  Eastgate 


Perth.— P.  D.  Malloch,  Now  Scott - 
street.  / 
P.  Maclagan,  33,  County.placc. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Brooks,  .30a, 
Southside-street. 
C.  &  R.  Brooks,  62,  Southside-street. 
Hearder  &  Sons,  195,  Union-street. 

Portloe. — J.  W.  Johns,  nr.  Grampouud 

Reading.— J.  Perry  &  Co.,  6,  Min.ster- 
parade. 

Redditch.— S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Standard 

Works.       [Wholesale  onlv.] 
W.  Bartleet  &  Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfred  Booker  &  Co.,  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  MiLWARD  &  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  &  Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 

only.] 

Richmond-on-Thames.  —  Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
EvERARD  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

Richmond,  Yorks.-  R.  Metcalfe,  5, 
Market-place.  ' 
Chas.  Spencer,  Finkle-street. 

Rothbury, — W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 

St.  Boswells,  N,B.— J.  Thompson. 


Salisbury.— A.  Chamberlain,  Market 
place. 

Sanquhar,— R.  McMillan,  34,  m^h- 
street.  ° 


Scarborough.  —  Frank    Rhodes,  5, 
North-street. 
Wm.  J.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 


Southampton.— Cox  &  Macpherson 
62,  High-street. 
Cox  &  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Stafford.— P.  T.  Dale,  11,  Greengate 
street. 


Stirling. —D.  Crockabt  &  Sons,  Kin''- 
street.  °  ' 

Swansea.— B.  Evans  &  Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton.— George  Hinton,  Pore-st. 

Thornhill,  N.B.— James  Maxwell. 

Thrapston.— A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Tobermory,  N.B.  —  Miss  P.  Mac- 

LACHLAN. 

Torrington,    N.    Devon.  —  J.  D. 

Bastard,  Torridge  House. 


Twickenham.- F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  7, 
London-road. 


Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Winchester.— Chalkley,  The  Square. 

Wolverhampton.- T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

Worcester.  —  Louis   P.  Hig<3S,  20, 
Bridge-street. 


York,— H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Davy-gate. 
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^offings  bp  i^c  i^ap. 


For  me  the  leaf  was  green  upon  the  bough 

The  livelong  year,  my  tall  ferns  never  sank. 
Some  sv)eet  and  tender  blossom  always  grew. 
The  summer  and  the  winter  skies  were  blue  ; 
And  when  the  snow  came  in  a  winter  freak 
To  make  the  blossoms  play  me  Hide-and-Seek 
J  laughed,  because  I  kneiu  that  they  were  there. 

— Augusta  Webster. 


OuK  Chbistmas  Numb  KB  will  be  published  on 
Friday,  Dec.  8,  at  the  usual  price.  Twopence.  lb 
will  be  fully  illusirated,  and  contain  man}'  interest- 
ing articles  by  well-known  writers. 

Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 
The  hen.  sec,  Mr.  C.  H.  King,  sends  the  full 
particulars  of  the  result  of  the  Punt  Outing  on 
Nov.  26  at  Twickenham.  The  weather  was  ex- 
tremely violent,  and  the  individual  takes  rather 
small.  The  first  prizes  (gold  medals)  fell  to 
Messra.  I.  Isaacs  and  B.  Cohen  ;  second  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Reuben  Jacobs;  the  third  best  punt,  Mr.  G. 
Isaacs  and  Mr.  Fred  Vas=.  Silver  medals  were 
awarded  Mrs.  Abrahams,  Mrs.  Franco,  Mrs.  Claverie, 
Mrs.  C.  King,  and  Messrs.  G.  Isaacs  and  Fred  Vaas. 
Mr.  A.  Abraham  also  presented  an  angler's  knife, 
which  was  won  by  Mr.  Isaacs  with  an  8oz.  dace. 
***** 

After  the  tournament,  the  party  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  were  entertained  at  a  banquet  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Cercle  Franvais,  splendidly  pro- 
vided by  Host  and  Treasurer  Mimniot.  Mr.  Alfred 
Abrahams  presided,  faced  by  Monsieur  Claverie. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  repast,  the  chairman  pro- 
posed "  The  King"  and  "  President  Loubet."  Then 
followed  the  toasts  of  "  The  Club."  "  The  Visitors," 
"The  Ladies,"  and  "The  Press."  The  chairman, 
■  who  was  in  his  happiest  vein,  was  glad  that  all  the 
competitors  had  taken  prizes,  and  congratulated  the 
lady  anglers  upon  their  pluck  and  skill. 

***** 

The  prizes  were  then  gracefully  presented  by  Mr. 
Abrahams  (vice-president),  who  regretted  the  un- 
avoidable absence  of  President  Sheldon.  Mr.  R. 
Jacobs,  in  a  neat  speech,  gave  the  toast  of  the 
club,  and  said  "it  was  only  natural,  after  the 
splendid  reception  accorded  to  English  anglers  at 
Paris,  that  an  Anglo-French  club  should  follow.  It 
had.  It  was  going  to  be  a  .•■uccess.'  The  vice- 
chairman  (who  spuke  in  French)  was  vociferously 
applauded,  and  his  health  drank  with  musical 
honours. 

***** 
Some  charming  songs  were  rendered  during  the 
evening,  the  ladies  particularly  distinguishing 
themselves.  Mr.  Leon  M.  Huguenet,  of  La 
Chronique,  felicitously  responded  for  "  The  Press," 
and  one  of  the  most  pleasant  evenings  in  the  annals 
of  this  new  but  prosperous  club  came  to  a  close. 
The  stewards,  Messrs.  R.  Jacobs  and  Alfred  Abra- 
hams, received  the  praise  they  deserved  for  the 
excellent  arrangements  connected  with  the  tourna- 
ment and  the  banquet. 


Messrs.  J.  Peek  and  Sons, of  40, Gray's  Inn-road, 
W.C.,  write:  "A  customer,  W.  H.  Levy.  Esq., 
caught  a  25lb.  pike  in  private  water  in  Kent,  on 
Nov.  25.  It  was  43  inches  in  length.  Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Sons  are  setting  it  up." 


The  "Georgian  Hall,"  of  the  New  Gaiety 
Restaurant,  Strand,  W.C.,  will  be  en  fHe  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  next,  the  occasion  beins  a  "  Ladies' 
Night,"  in  connection  with  the  British  Sea-Anglers' 
Society.  Amongst  the  aitistes  who  have  kindly 
promised  their  services  are  Mi-^s  Ethelmay  Harwell 
Holbrook,  Messrs.  Erne-)t  Leeds,  Thorpe  Bates, 
Fred  Chester,  Tom  G.  Clare,  E.  J.  Wood,  John 
Edgar,  and  Robert  Stanley.  The  hall  has  a  seating 
capacity  of  50(1  persons,  apart  from  the  lounges, 
and  the  concert  will  commence  at  8.0  p.m.  sharp. 


For  many  more  years  than  I  care  to  remember, 
the  good  old-fashioned  firm  of  "Carter,"  of 
Clerkenwell,  was  to  be  found  at  137,  St.  John-street- 
road.  Now,  the  L  C.C.  have  rearranged  the 
numbers — that  is  to  say  that  there  were  two  roads, 
or  streets,  one  known  as  St.  Jonn-street,  and  St. 
John-street- road.  "Kile  sont  chang('  tout  cela" 
So  if  you  want  to  wire,  the  telejraphii;  addre-ii 
is  "  Fi-hgig,  London  "  ;  the  telephone,  1 129  Central ; 
but  all  letters  i-hould  be  addressed,  371  St.  John- 
street,  not  St.  John-street-roacZ.  I  leally  believe 
that  if  you  wrote  "  Carter,  London,"  it  would  find 
them,  i  know  that  a  letter  sont  from  the  north  of 
England,  atidrossed,  "Dragnet,  Fish  Shop,  London," 
found  him. 


Sea-Fishing  Festivals. 

The  "official"  results  of  the  B.S.A.S.  competi- 
tions have  not  yet  been  received,  as  it  is  neces^jary 
to  have  the  committee's  final  report.  I  ran  down 
to  the  sea  at  Deal  on  Nov.  25,  when  the  weather 
was  favourable  for  sport,  but  on  Nov.  26  (!)  it  is 
ancient  history  to  tell  you  that  the  "  Wind  Blew  a 
Bit."  I  did  not  venture  out,  and  consequently  got 
back  safely  to  attend  the  banquet  at  the  Cercle 
Franvais. 

***** 

I  travelled  by  a  fast  train  on  Saturday  morning 
from  Victoria  in  company  with  the  ever-genial  late 
secretary  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  and  the  "  Commodore." 
Luncheon  of  roast  pheasant,  etc.,  at  Mangiili's, 
19,  Beach-street,  Deal  (splendidly  served).  On 
Nov.  2i)  several  boats  ventured  out,  but  with  poor 
results — unless  getting  wet  through,  in  spite  of  the 
very  best  "  oiliea,"  may  count. 

***** 

I  was  in  time  to  see  the  crew  of  the  Minnie 
come  ashore — Messrs.  W.  H.  Sims,  R.  Batchelor, 
A.  Grimmer  and  T.  Bays.  Though  terribly  wet, 
their  spirits  were  not  damped,  and  no  doubt  after  a 
good  dinner  at  the  "  Marina"  they  would  be  ready 
and  eager  to  "fight  another  day."  They  deserved 
better  sport. 

*  *  *  *  *  1 

The  concert  organised  by  the  Deal  and  District 

A.  A.  on  Saturday  evening  at  the  Masonic  Hall  was 
a  great  success.  Presided  over  by  His  ;Worship 
the  Mayor,  a  large  and  brilliant  assemblage  listened 
to  one  of  the  very  best  .selections  of  music,  recita- 
tions, legerdemain,  and  ventriloquism.  Two 
columns  would  not  suffice  to  do  it  justice.  All  were 
so  good  that  it  would  be  invidious  to  specialise. 

***** 
The  speeches  were  commendably  brief.  The 
mayor  gave  a  hearty  welcome  to  members  of  the 

B.  S.A.S.  (who  mustered  in  good  form),  and  coupled 
the  toast  with  the  name  of  Mr.  C.  O.  Miochin,  who 
responded  in  his  own  inimitable  style.  Mr.  G. 
Read  Clarke  proposed  "  The  Chairman,"  who  in 
reply  said  that  he  was  "almost  persuaded"  to 
become  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.  As  his  worship 
was  compelled  to  leave  somewhat  early,  the  ex- 
mayor  ably  completed  the  duties.  Verily,  the  Deal 
and  District  A. A.  have  come  to  stay. 

***** 
As  their  competition  takes  place  before  we  go  to 
press,  further  notice  must  be  made  next  week.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  the  postponed  Folkestone  and 
Herne  Bay  Festivals  clash  with  their  dates,  but  as 
the  gale  has  somewhat  blown  itself  out,  some  gaod 
catches  may  be  recorded.  Herne  Bay,  Dec.  2,  3, 
and  4  ;  Folliestone,  Dec.  2,  3,  and  4  for  pier,  and 
Dec.  8,  9,  and  10  for  boat.s. 


Elan  Valley  Angling. 

The  first  return  showing  what  sport  anglers  have 
had  in  the  past  season  in  the  reservoirs,  streams, 
and  lakes  in  the  Elan  Valley,  Rhayader,  the  property 
of  the  Birmingham  Corporation,  has  just  been  issued. 
Some  fishermen  have  failed  to  make  full  returns, 
but  so  far  as  complete  the  table  shows  that  2476 
were  netted,  of  a  total  weight  of  11061b,  4oz.  Of 
these,  257  fish  weighed  between  1  lb.  and  21b.  each, 
and  five  scaled  each  21b.  and  over. 

***** 

The  record  fish  was  2Jlb.,  and  was  captured  by 
Dr.  P.  L.  Benson,  of  Steeple  Claydon,  Bucks.  The 
record  basket  numbered  nineteen  fish,  scaling 
16|lb.  That  the  reservoirs  and  streams  are  already 
fully  stocked  with  fish  is  evidenced  by  the  returns 
received  from  several  anglers,  who  report  having 
caught  two  fish  in  one  cast.  Next  year,  when  the 
Caban  Coch  reservoir  is  filled,  the  waters  of  the 
Corporation  will  consist  of  some  860  acres  of 
reservoirs,  ninety  acres  of  natural  lakes,  and  thirty 
miles  of  rivers  and  streams,  all  of  which  are  stocked 
with  brown  trout,  and  afford  some  of  the  best  trout 
fishing  in  the  kingdom. 


On  Thursday  evening,  Dec.  7,  Mr.  Charlei  Hassey 
will  deliver  his  famous  lantern  lecture,  entitled, 
"  The  Fish  and  Fishermen  of  the  English  Channel," 
at  the  Oddfellows'  Hall,  Deal.  Some  special  slides, 
illustrative  of  the  Deal  Competition,  will  be  shown, 
and  a  treat  is  in  stjre  for  all  who  are  able  to  be 
present. 


A  smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society,  the  Spread 
Eagle  Hotel,  Epsom,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  5.  The 
chair  will  be  taken  at  8  p.m.  by  J.  Tryon,  Esq. 
Mr.  H.  Skilbon,  of  High-street,  Epsom,  is  the  hon. 
sec,  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  a  pleasant  evening 
is  in  store  for  visitors. 


Anglers  acquainted  with  the  Whatstandwell  and 
Ambergate  reaches  of  the  Derwent  will  niLss  the 
familiar  figure  of  Mr.  Henry  Page  at  the  riverside. 
This  worthy  angler  died  with  painful  suddenness  at 
his  house  in  Derby  on  Tuesday  morning  (Nov.  21) 
owing  to  heart  failure.  In  business  and  in  pleasure 
he  had  a  kind  word  for  everybody,  and  those  who 
chanced  to  meet  with  him  when  out  a-fishing  could 
mt  help  profiting  by  his  consistent  cheerfulness  in 
"  Wet  or  fine,  rain  or  shine."  His  influence  will 
long  be  felt  amongst  the  anglers  of  the  Derwent 
and  Derbyshire  brooks. 


To  the  Huchen. 
Hail  to  thee,  Huchen  !  may  our  Isis'  deeps 
A  welcome  give  unto  thy  silvery  leaps ; 
And  pike  and  barbel,  miller' s-thumbs  and  bream 
Salute  thee,  noble  alien,  in  our  stream  : 
For  thou  dost  bring  credentials  to  our  port 
Visi'd  by  great  ambassadors  of  sport. 
Long  mayst  thou  thrive  from  Teddington  to  Thame, 
And  prove  to  Englishmen  thy  Danube  fame. 

— F.  W.  D. 


William  Fuazer  and  B.  August,  two  Fremantle 
fishermen,  met  with  an  exciting  adventure  re:;ently 
between  Dongarra  and  Jurien  Bay,  and  seventeen 
miles  from  land.  About  11  o'clock  at  night  the 
boat  struck  a  sleeping  whale,  which  thereupon 
smashed  the  boat  with  a  single  stroke.  The  boat 
was  irreparably  damaged,  and  the  two  men  hastily 
constructed  a  raft  and  succeaded  in  reaching  land. 
Having  no  oar  or  sails,  August  jumped  overb  )ard, 
and  swimming  propelled  the  raft  with  his  hands 
shorewards,  which  was  reached  at  three  on  the 
following  afternoon,  both  men  being  in  a  sorry 
plight.  They  reached  a  house  seven  miles  distant, 
securing  food  and  shelter.  Frazer,  who  is  unable 
to  swim,  spoke  in  warm  terms  of  August's  skill  and 
endurance,  without  which  they  would  never  have 
reached  land. 


"  Up  to  Date." 

"Oh,  isn't  it  great  to  be  'up  to  dato'  ! 

And  live  in  this  year  of  grace. 
With  a  system  and  place  for  everything, 

Though  nobody  knows  the  place ! 
We've  an  index  card  for  each  thing  we  do. 

And  everything  under  the  sun  : 
It  takes  so  long  to  fill  out  the  cards 

We  never  get  anything  done. 

We've  loose-leaf  ledgers  for  saving  time. 
The  Lord  knows  what  they  cost ! 

When  half  our  time  is  spent  each  day 
Hunting  for  leaves  that  are  lost. 

Stenographers  who  spell  like  

And  make  us  swear  and  cuss. 
When  we  are  not  dictating  ti  them. 

Why,  they  are  dictating  to  us. 

And  sectional  this  and  sectional  that 

(We'll  soon  have  sectional  legs); 
I  dreamt  last  night  that  I  made  a  meal 

Of  sectional  ham  and  eggs. 
I  dreamt  I  lived  in  a  sectional  house. 

And  rode  a  sectional  '  hos^,' 
And  drew  my  pay  in  sections  from 

A  sectional  'section-boss.' 

Oh,  isn't  it  great  to  be  '  up  to  date,' 
And  live  in  this  year  of  graie. 

With  a  system  and  place  for  everything. 
Though  nobody  knows  the  place  '  " 

— Library  World. 


Once,  when  out  fishing  with  a  friend,  we  f  >und, 
as  dinner  time  approached,  that  we  had  forgotten 
to  bring  anything  to  eat  with  us,  and  were  just 
wondering  what  we  must  do  when  a  youth  came 
round  from  a  cottage  at  the  other  end  of  the  pool. 
We  asked  him  if  he  would  go  and  ask  his  mother 
to  sell  us  a  plate  of  bread  and  butter,  which  he  did. 
When  he  returned  he  told  us  that  his  mother  had 
only  half  a  loaf,  so  we  sent  him  again  to  tell  her 
that  as  "  half  a  loaf  was  better  than  no  bread  "  we 
would  have  that.  When  he  returned  the  second 
time,  without  the  bread,  we  asked  him  what  his 
mother  had  said.  He  told  us  that  she  said  that 
she  thought  that  half  a  loaf  was  better  than  no 
bread,  too,  and  had  determined  to  stick  to  it. 


The  captain  was  entertaining  some  friends  to 
dinner  at  the  Grange,  and  one  of  the  courses  was 
a  very  fine  salmon  he  had  caught  during  the  after- 
noon. Everybody  was  ad'uiring  his  skill  in  safely 
landing  such  a  fine  specimen,  when  loud  noises 
were  heard  in  the  hall.  The  servant  announced 
that  the  fishmonger  wished  to  know  if  the  captain 
counted  his  change  when  he  bought  this  Sdlraon 
this  afternoon  ?  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flcgliflg  llotes 

I  must  arrive  by  first  jpost  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  The  members  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
I  ion  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  their  new  travelling 
'•ards  for  1906  have  been  printed,  and  that  they 
liave  been  stamped  by  the  officials  of  the  L.  &  N.  W.R. 
lyO..  and  that  they  have  now  been  forwarded  on 
'«  Derby  to  receive  the  official  stamp  from  the 
Itfidland  Ry.  Co.     By  this  the  members  may  take 
t  for  granted  that  they  will  have  the  cards  in  their 
jossession  before  Jan.  1  next.    I  have  mentioned 
n  my  notes  upon  several  occasions  that  the  River 
jV^ye  near  to  Hereford  is  one  of  the  best  fishing 
t-esorts  that  we  have.    Hereford  is  the  best  place 
;o  stay  at  ;  any  amount  of  good  sport  can  be  had 
Irither  up  or  below  the  place  mentioned.  Good 
l^ayling  and  pike  fishing  is  to  be  had,  and  the  river 
Is  well  stocked  with  quantities  of  fish  independent 
)f  the  two  species  mentioned.    Mr.  T.  Coles  and 
Mr.  J.  Rabone  are  busy  just  now  in  arranging  with 
:he  clubs  to  give  lectures  on  Sunday  evenings 
liuring  the  winter  months  at  the  clubhouses  upon 
»ngling,  with  the  aid  of  limelight  views.    So  far 
several  lectures  have  been  given  and  the  funds  of  the 
B.A.B.S.  have  been  greatly  benefited.    On  Nov.  26 
a  successful  gathering  was  held  at  the  Vulcan  Club. 
The  Lamp  Society  went  on  Nov.  19  to  fish  a  contest 
at  Arleston,  but  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  weather 
iQO  fish  were  taken,  so  the  prizes  will  be  put  aside 
for  another  contest.  We  are  having  some  wretched 
weather,  and  all  kinds  of  angling  is  out  of  the  ques- 
;tion,  what  with  the  high  winds,  cold,  damp,  and 
Imiserable  weather  in-  the  extreme,  together  with 
jheavy  rains,  it  has  put  our  anglers  in  a  state  of  sus- 
ipended  animation,  and  nothing  of  any  account  has 
I  been  done.  With  the  heavy  rains  our  local  rivers  are 
stained  and  above  their  normal  level,  and  very  little 
I  will  be  done  for  some  days,  if  then,  as  we  appear 
to  be  in  for  a  lot  of  dirty  weather. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  the  disappearance  of  the  frost  and  fog  there 
have  been  some  heavy  rains,  and  the  waters  have 
consequently  undergone  a  change  which  has  not 
^together  been  favourable  to  roach  fishing.  Those 
who  were  at  work  on  the  Witham  at  the  end  of  last 
week  found  the  conditions  simply  first-class,  and 
they  were  able  to  creel  some  very  nice  fish,  prin- 
cipally with  the  worm.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
however,  the  prospects  were  not  so  bright,  although 
in  a  day  or  two  the  waters  may  have  fined  down 
gufficiently  to  enable  sportsmen  to  resume  opera- 
tions among  the  red  fins.  The  Bain,  a  tributary  of 
the  Witham,  is  usually  not  affected  in  a  wet  time  to 
the  extent  the  parent  stream  is,  and  anglers  might 
do  worse  than  give  this  a  trial,  for  some  very  nice 
roach  have  been  captured  there  recently,  especially 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Coningsby  Mill.  Forty- 
foot  anglers  will  just  now  probably  obtain  the  best 
sport  on  the  upper  reaches,  as  the  water  Is  not  so 
thick  as  it  Ls  lower  down  the  stream.  From  many 
quarters  pike-fishing  is  being  wall  sustained,  and 
two  rods  at  work  in  the  Deeping  district  of  the 
Welland  recently  killed  several  fish,  which  in  the 
aggregate  weighed  721b.,  the  heaviest  going  up 
to  12ilb. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Driffield  Canal  is  in  very  nice  order,  and  last 
week-end  from  the  Brigham  and  Snakeholme 
districts  some  very  fair  sport  amongst  roach  was 
obtained,  both  with  maggots  and  pearl  barley. 
A  nice  catch  of  dace  was  also  reported  from  the 
Swing  Bridge  stretch,  and  angling  has  improved 
greatly  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  during  the 
week,  both  paste  and  worms  accounting  for  decent 
fi.sh  going  well  up  to  1  lb.  each,  and  from  some  of 
the  tributaries  fish  of  1  lb.  and  l^lb.  each  have  also 
been  secured  with  worm  bait.  Pike  fishing  has 
been  fairly  good  at  times,  and  fish  of  81b.  and  101b. 
each  secured  with  live  baiting  at  the  various  heck- 
ends.  The  tidal  water.s,  owing  to  the  recent  rains, 
an;  now  getting  into  very  good  trim,  and  from  the 
eddies  and  slack  waters  some  good  roach  are  being 
8e<;ured,  but  chiefly  in  ledgering  with  paste  ;  perch 
are  also  being  taken  at  Aike  bockend  ;  and  Leven 
Lock  should  now  pay  for  a  visit  with  worms  or 
bait.  The  Figham,  Wawno  and  Quinton  districts 
are  in  mucli  better  order  than  of  late,  and  in  fishing 
the  deeps  and  overhanging  banks  either  with  paste 
or  a  bunch  of  maggots,  a  few  good  fish  should  be 
•ecurod,  if  the  weather  continues  favourable.  The 
Market  Weighton  Canal  is  in  fair  order  for  operations, 
especially  in  the  Land  o'  Nod  and  Sodhouse  Lock 
districts,  and  both  rf>ach,  porch,  and  piko  taken. 
I  also  hear  of  Mr.  Fred  Phillipson  and  others  taking 
•^few  nice  rotwh  in  the  Newport  district.  Tho 


Holderness  A. A.  will  hold  tiioir  annual  dinner  on 
Thursday  evening  (Dec.  7).  Tho  Albert  A.S. 
have  just  held  their  annual  meeting  (Nov.  23), 
and  elected  their  executive  for  1906,  Mr.  J.  K. 
Robinson  being  elected  to  the  presidential  chair, 
Mr.  J.  Thistleton  treasurer,  and  Mr.  W.  Billham 
secretary. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Tlie  Bollin  has  suffered  from  the  biggest  flood 
for  many  a  year.  Things  are  abnormally  quiet  in 
Warrington.  At  one  time  we  thought  that,  like  a 
balloon  without  ballast,  they  had  never  done  rising 
but  there  is  a  check  on  their  enthusiasm — perhaps 
the  weather.  For  a  contrast,  take  Liverpool. 
Weather  is  never  considered,  they  quietly  arrange 
outings  and  just  as  quietly  negotiate  them.  A 
column  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  needed  to  report 
their  doings.  AVest  Gorton  is  the  district  of  the 
new  club,  and  not  Openshaw,  as  previously  stated 
— -the  mistake  is  not  ours.  The  report  was  headed 
Openshaw,  and  naturally  we  thought  the  club  was 
there.  Only  a  street  divides  West  Gorton  from 
Openshaw. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Bvickland  Anglers  have  commenced  their 
winter  series  of  visits  with  the  Ardwick  Anglers. 
The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  having  good  meetings, 
despite  the  extraordinary  weather  we  are  experi- 
encing. The  Ardwick  Anglers  on  Nov.  28  elected  a 
strong  executive  for  the  coming  year.  Tlie  Devon- 
shire Socials  are  going  strong  and  intend  to  do  so. 
The  Good  Intent  appear  to  be  assured  of  success 
in  their  new  venture  at  establishing  new  clubs. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had  plenty  of  rain  during  the  week,  and 
at  the  period  of  writing  a  strong  head  of  water  was 
pouring  down  the  Trent,  with  the  influx  increasing. 
The  change  ought  to  set  the  roach  and  bream  in  a 
feeding  humour  on  the  various  kinds  of  worm.  So 
far  the  worm  has  accounted  for  very  few  fish.  Time 
after  time  experienced  roachists  have  gone  out  and 
only  bagged  two  or  three  small  specimens.  At 
Shardlow  members  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington 
Society  were  extremely  busy  amongst  chub,  with 
greaves,  before  the  rise  occurred.  Two  really 
splendid  bags  were  obtained  in  a  couple  of  outings 
by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  J.P.,  and  Mr.  J.  Woolley,  of 
Kegworth.  They  totalled  twenty-five  fisli,  including 
many  over  31b.  each,  and  one  reaching  41b.  2oz. 
Mr.  E.  H.  Birks  and  Mr.  H.  Atkinson  also  scored 
freely  ;  whilst  pike  were  run  and  landed  by  Mr.  W. 
Robinson,  Mr.  F.  Gamble,  and  Mr.  Bert  Smith. 
Pike  were  likewise  got  on  the  subscription  waters, 
notably  those  of  Kelham,  and  Holme  Pierrepont. 
On  Nov.  23,  the  City  Piscatorial  Society  engaged  in 
their  sixth  competition  of  the  season  at  Rolleston. 
Seventeen  members  took  part,  and  the  prizes  (four 
in  number)  were  won  by  the  following  : — First,  Mr. 
J.  Wilson  ;  second,  Mr.  W.  Tliompson  ;  third,  Mr. 
E.  Winterbottom  ;  fourth,  Mr.  A.  J.  Sewell.  Tlie 
society  are  preparing  a  challenge  cup  for  competition. 
Many  small  fish  have  again  been  creeled  in  Wilford 
Lake,  which  is  fed  direct  by  the  river. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  rivers  have  been  in  good  condition  for 
angling,  perhaps  a  bit  too  high  for  the  majority  of 
fishermen,  and  very  few  rods  have  been  out.  Sport 
very  variable.  The  Teme  has  been  fished  in  several 
parts  with  fly,  maggot,  and  the  grasshopper,  and 
only  in  a  very  few  cases  was  a  decent  catch  had. 
Two  members  of  the  City  Club  was  fishing  the 
Lindridge  water,  the  one — Mr.  Probert — did  not 
catch  a  grayling,  but  had  a  nice  lot  of  lovely  dace  ; 
the  other — Mr.  Stokes — caught  several  brace  of 
grayling,  but  only  two  or  thi-ee  dace.  Others  had 
some  good  dace,  and  one  or  two  had  some  very  nice 
chub  up  to  2Mb.  each.  Pike  and  roach  fishermen 
were  busy  in  the  Severn  two  or  three  days,  some 
very  nice  dishes  of  roach  were  caught,  paste  and  the 
small  red  worm  being  used  for  baits  ;  but  the  pike 
seemed  off  the  feed,  and  we  have  heard  of  but  four 
being  taken,  and  those  of  a  very  moderate  size. 
We  have  had  two  wet  days,  and  there  is  an  increase 
of  water  in  the  rivers,  and  if  tho  rain  has  been 
general,  there  is  a  probability  of  the  water  being 
discoloured  again.  That  go-ahead  angling  club, 
the  Fountain,  have  arranged  their  annual  smoking 
concert  and  prize  distribution  on  the  same  extensive 
scale  that  was  so  successful  last  season.  The  Corn 
Exchange  is  engaged,  and  a  host  of  musical  talent. 
It  takes  place  on  Monday  next,  Dec.  4.  Hundreds 
of  tickets  have  been  sold,  and  tho  whole  of  the 
proceeds  goes  to  the  General  Infirmary. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  clubs  are  turning  their  attention  to 
restocking.    There  haa  been  an  increasing  demand 


— every  Hoas(m,  indeed,  tho  demand  increases.  The 
length  of  tho  River  Nidd  at  Ribston  Park,  which  is 
fished  by  the  Harrogate  A.C.,  was  recently  replen- 
ished with  2000  yearling  trout.  As  trout  have  not 
been  very  plentiful  on  these  waters,  what  has  been 
done  is  noticed  with  much  satisfaction.  Angling  is 
resorted  to  by  many  visitors  in  Harrogate,  who  have 
to  bo  considered  as  well  as  ordinary  resident  rodmen 
in  adopting  means  of  improving  tho  fishing  streams. 
The  committee  of  tho  Harrogate  Conservative  A.C. 
lately  took  a  wise  stop  in  deciding  to  order  20,000 
eyed  ova  of  Salmo  jario  for  their  hatchery.  It 
may  be  added  that  Mr.  J.  A.  Moxon,  one  of  the 
members,  has  presented  the  club  with  10,000  eyed 
ova.  Rain  and  wind  have  again  disturbed  the  con- 
ditions for  angling  on  Yorkshire  rivers,  so  that  there 
is  little  doing.  The  experience  of  fortunate  anglers 
on  the  Lower  Wharfe  in  taking  several  beautiful 
chub,  the  largest  of  which  weighed  1  lb.  13oz.,  has 
not  been  repeated.  The  takes  of  grayling,  chub, 
roach  and  dace  have  been  insignificant.  The  working- 
men  anglers  are  alive  to  the  possibilities  in  fishing, 
but  perhaps  they  do  not  many  of  them  pay  that 
attention  which  they  might  in  fly  fishing,  which 
would  often  yield  them  decent  catches  of  dace  and 
grayling. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Bad  weather  has  prevailed  throughout  the 
country  during  the  past  week,  but  generally  speaking 
spawning  has  gone  on  nicely.  Cases  of  poaching 
have  cropped  up  here  and  there,  but  on  the  whole 
poaching  appears  to  have  been  well  kept  down. 
Many  anglers  and  others  connected  with  fishing 
matters  will  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  E. 
Butler,  J. P.,  of  Waterville,  which  took  place  last 
week.  Mr.  Butler  was  the  owner  of  the  celebrated 
salmon  weir  at  Waterville.  He  took  a  great  interest 
in  fishing  matters  generally,  and  materially  aided 
the  preservation  of  the  salmon  fisheries  in  the 
district.  His  demise  at  the  comparatively  early  age 
of  fifty  years  is  universally  regretted.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  have 
issued  the  bye-laws,  dated  June  22,  1905,  and 
approved  by  the  Lords  Justices  and  Privy  Council 
in  Ireland  on  Nov.  4. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  rivers  are  heavily  in  flood  this  week,  the 
spates  having  been  higher  than  usual.  Salmon  are 
still  moving  up  the  Bush,  Mourne,  Bann,  and  many 
of  the  Donegal  and  Londonderry  rivers.  Mr. 
Andrew  King,  the  inspector  of  fisheries  at  Toome, 
has  had  several  important  prosecutions  lately,  the 
defendants  being  fined  in  from  ten  shillings  to  £2 
each.  In  the  King's  Bench  Division,  Dublin,  last 
week,  the  majority  of  the  Court — the  Chief  Justice 
dissenting — upheld  the  decision  of  the  Coleraine 
Board  of  Conservators  in  refusing  to  grant  to  a 
Lough  Neagh  fisherman  called  Johnson  a  licence  for 
an  eel  draught  net  with  a  "  false  bottom,"  on  the 
grounds  that  such  a  net  would  render  nugatory  the 
protection  of  salmon  and  trout.  That  a  draught 
net  for  eels  should  be  legalised  was  simply  prepos- 
terous. Anyone  who  knows  how  Lough  Neagh  is 
raked  in  season  and  out  of  season  by  numerous  nets 
is  aware  that  the  lough  is  over-netted.  The  pollen 
netting  season  opens  on  Feb.  1,  and  the  trout 
netting  opens  on  March  1  following.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association,  Belfast, 
met  on  Wednesday  evening  to  nominate  the  officers 
for  the  coming  year. 


ESK  (YORKSHIRE)  FISHERY  BOARD. 

The  statutory  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conser- 
vators for  the  Esk  Fishery  District  was  held  at 
Wliitby  on  Saturday  afternoon  (Nov.  25),  Colonel 
J.  W.  Richardson,  J. P.,  presiding  over  a  good 
attendance  of  members.  The  comparative  state- 
ment submitted  by  ^Ir.  W.  Brown  (the  clerk)  set 
forth  that  the  re\'envie  derived  from  nets  at  sea  had 
been  £92  10s.,  as  against  £75  last  year.  Salmon  rod 
licences  had  amounted  to  £46,  as  against  £42  lOs.  last 
year,  and  trout  rods  £40  17s.  6d.,  as  against  £44 
3s.  6d.  last  year.  The  total  revenue  this  year 
amounted  to  £179  7s.  6d.,  as  compared  with  £163 
13s.  6d.  last  year.  There  were  7989  salmon  caught 
by  nets  at  sea,  bringing  in  a  revenue  of  £92  10s.  ; 
and  253  landed  by  rods  in  the  river  of  the  \  alue  of 
£46.  The  weight  of  the  fish  caught  by  net  at  sea 
was  16  tons  1  cwt.  Iqr.  20|lb.,  the  total  value  being 
£1816  lis.  8]:d.,  making  an  average  of  £49  Is.  \\\d. 
per  boat.  The  report  was  vmanimously  adopted. 
On  the  recommendation  of  the  committer  the 
clerk's  salary  was  increased  to  £30,  on  accoimt  of 
the  increased  work  which  had  been  involved. 
Messrs.  W.  S.  Gray  and  W.  N.  \A'alker,  J. P.,  were 
appointed  auditors.  J.  J. 
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FISHING&SHOOTING 


WANTED 

To  rent  SMALL  HOUSE  (furnished  or 
unfurnished)  near  some  good  Trout  and 
Grayling  fishing.  Apply, 

Moore,  York  Lodge, 

Erdington,  Birmingham. 


WANTED, 


One  with  some  experience  as  Salesman 
in  Sporting  Goods  preferred.    Give  full 
particulars    of    experience   and  salary 
wanted. 

CHARLES  E.  TISDALL,  Vancouver,  Canada. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED 

FOR   CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 

Always  Ready  for  Usb. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  II- 
or  one  tin,  4d. 


CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Pricn  Lists  on  application. 


THE  THAMES: 

WHERE  TO  FISH  AND  HOW. 
1/-       By  F.  H.  AMPHLETT.  1/- 


J.  Dicks,  Effingham  House,  Arundel  Street, 
Strand,  W.C.,  and  of  all  Tackle  Dealers. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
On  THURSDAY,   DEC.  7th,  at  8. 

STANFORD'S 

THE  REVENGE 

and  SULLIVAN'S 

THE  GOLDEMEGEND 

MISS  GLECSON-WHITE. 

MISS  EMILY  FOX  CROFT. 
MR.  BEN  DA  VIES. 

MR.  OALTON  BAKER. 

MR.  BERTRAM  MILLS. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  Bai.iouk. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Door«  open  at  7  ;  conimence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7«.  ed. ;  Arena,  e».  ;  Boxes,  ,tl  6rf. 
to  £3  3«.  Balcony,  Keserved  rows  1  to  4),  !>s.  ; 
Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8),  is.  Gallery  (Promen- 
ade One  Shillini!.  Tickets  of  usual  Agents  and 
at  Jt/jyal  Albert  Hall. 


GLUE  YOUR  EYE  ON  THIS. 

The  New  Edition  of 
"HOW  TO  TIE  FLIES  FOR  TROUT 

AND  GRAYLING  FISHING," 
By  H. G.  McClkllanu  (Fully  Illustrated), 
Is  now  ready,  and  can  be  had,  by  sending 
2/4  in  atampa,  from  the  Manaqbb,  f is/mgi 
Qanette,  Bt.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London, 


P.  0.  MALLOOH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  and  Pvize  XHedala  JLwavded. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH,"        Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


LONDON  &  NORTH  WESTERN  RAILWAY 


QUICKEST  AND  ]\IOST  COMFORTABLE  EOUTE 


BETWEEN 


(EUSTON) 


BIRMINGHAM,   LEAMINGTON,  SHREWSBURY, 
MANCHESTER,  LIVERPOOL,  IRELAND,  ana  the  NORTH. 

Breakfast,  Luncheon,  Tea,  and  Dining:  Cars  arenun  on  the  principal  trains 
between  London  and  Birmingham,  Wolveihampton,  Holyhead,  Manchester,  Liverpool  and 
Fleetwood. 

Passengers'  Luggag-e  collected,  forwarded  in  advance,  and  delivered  at  destination  at 

a  cliarge  ot  Ix.  per  package. 

Sleeping  Saloons,  fitted  with  every  modern  convenience,  are  provided  on  the  princinal 
night  trains.  ' 

Rugs  and  Pillows  for  Passengers.— Pillows  and  Rugs  may  be  obtained  at  the  principal 
stations  by  passengers  travelling  by  the  night  trains.    Charge,  Sixpence  for  each  Rug  or  Pillow 

Omnibuses  are  provided  for  Family  Parties  at  Loudon  (Euaton),  Liverpool  (Lime  Street 
and  Edge  Hill),  and  Manchester  (London  Road  and  Exchange). 


WEST  COAST  (ROYAL  MAIL)  ROUTE  between 

ENGLAND   sma  SCOTLAND. 

LONDON  (Euston)  and  EDINBURGH  in  8  hours;  GLASGOW  in  8  hours 
ABERDEEN  in  tli  hours;    INVERNESS  in  13  hours. 


Read  TliiB. 


CORRIDOR   TRAINS  Refreshment  and  Dining  Cars  attached 

Tn^lvixr  /x-    .  w^TXT^JT?/^  istand  3rd  Class  Passengers,  run  between 

LONDON  (Euston)  and  EDINBURGH  [Princes  Street)  and  GLASGOW  (Central). 

Euston  Station,  London,  N.W.  FREDERICK  HARRISON, 

General  Manager. 


QUEEN'S  HALL, 

Sole  Lessees  : 


LANGHAM  PLACE, 

CHAPPELL  &  CO.,  Ltd. 


w. 


THE   LONDON   SYMPHONY   ORCHESTRA,  LIMITED. 

THE  THIRD  CONCERT  OF  THE  SEASON 

WILL  TAKE  PLACE  ON 

Thursday  Afternoon,  December  14tb,  1905,  at  3. 

PROGRAMME^ 

CONCERTO  in  G  major  (Brandenbupger  Concerto)  No  3  ...  .  Bach 

SYMPHONY  in  D  major.  No.  2  

VIOLIN  CONCERTO  in  G  major    Z  Z  Bruch 

Solo  Violin      -      M.  ACHILLE  RIVARDE. 

SYMPHONIC  POEM    " Till  Eulenspiegel"    R.Strauss 

Conductor      -      -      Herr  FRITZ  STEINBACH. 

Single  Tickets-Reserved,  7/6  and  SA.^nreserved,  2/6  and  1/-. 

To  V,e  obtained  from  CHAPPELL's"R;7ofti^ueen's  Hall,  and  .50,  New  Bond  Street,  W 
L.  G.  .SHARPK,  Concert  Agency,  61,  Regent  .St.,  W.  Telephone  :  5564  Gerrard. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  GORDON  HOTELS. 


CRAND  HOTEL  ■ 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  & 
WHITEHALL  ROOMS 
HOTEL  VICTORIA 
GROSYENOR  HOTEL  ■ 
FIRST  AVENUE  HOTEL 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  . 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■ 


LONDON. 
}  LONDON. 

LONDON. 

LONDON. 

LONDON. 

BRIGHTON. 

FOLKESTONE. 


BURLINGTON  HOTEL-  EASTBOURNE. 
CLIFTONVILLE  HOTEL  MARGATE. 
CRAND  HOTEL  ■     .  BROADSTAIRS 
LORD  WARDEN  HOTEL  DOVER. 
ROYAL  PIER  HOTEL  •  RYDE,  I.  OF  W. 
HOTEL  ROYAL  .      .  DIEPPE. 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■  MONTE  CARLO 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■  CANNES. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  enTekq 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addie 
in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIE 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3».  6d 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORU 
WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  che* 
ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  T«cl 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

<Jobn  Wlilte  &  Bom 

Fishing  Tacltle  Manufacturers, 

OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


till  Iff  "SPECIAL 
W II V WATERPROOFING  for  BOOI 
ff.n.W.  CLEANEST  &  BEST 

CANS6:Al/-NerTS0LD  EVERYWHER 


LINES  PRESERVEI 


I 


liv  using  VICKERMAN'S 

WATERPROOF  PAINT 

Better  than  tar,  catechu,  tanning,  or 
oil.  Retards  freezing,  does  not  add  to 
weight  or  stiffen  lines.  Best  and  sim- 
plest. Tins  1/-,  post  free,  as  sample  of 
W.H.y.,  10,  Basinghall  St.,  E.G. 


I 


<»  jEi  3S(r  rrx.  3EI  s . 

Very  large.    Bend  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tl: 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J. 
PICKEE8GILL.    U.   Market  Place,  Kelghle 
York. 


The  Secret  of  Hoi  to  Catch  Fisl 

Anglers,  skilled  or  unskilled,  shotU 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book: 

"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coan 
Fish  Angling :  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Bee' 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalle/ 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  an 
Testimonials.  Henbt  Coxon,  Walto 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


Renowned  for  Good  Management.  Moderate  Charges. 

Tariffs  on  application  to  tiie  Managers. 

GORDON 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKER; 

wi!  reach  American  anglers  oy  advertising 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LBADINQ 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERIC 

its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpoi 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishio{ 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  oth< 
departments  are :  Siiootmg,  Natural  Histon 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKL  Y.    ILLUSTRA  TED. 
PORBIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  iS  per  VEAA 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &,  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane  (iornhMi  Londoc 

ADr>RBSS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO 
Vbw  York.  U.S.A. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  i. 

H)eut6cbe  .  . 


HnglerseitunO: 

PCBLISHED  BT 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUNl 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-Honthly.  Foreign  Anmifil  Babioription,  m.  i 

F.  siSmMER,  Berlin  W,  NeuenburgerSt.  14a 


Angrlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSI 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Flshlner  the  Derbyshire  Streami 

SHOULD  ADVEKTISE  IH 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JODRHAL 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Addresa:  KIok  Street.  Alfreton. 
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PISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY. 


Omnia  mutantur,  nos  et  mutamur  in  illis.  Tho 
iimual  '■  supper  "  is  now  but  a,  memory,  for  a,  now 
^aame,  that  of  "House  Dinner,'  has  been  given 
this  enjoyable  autumn  function.  The  once  pro- 
minent item  in  tlie  menu  {tripe  and  onions)  has 
disappeared  from  it  to  make  room  for  a  dish  bearing 
»  more  euphonious  appellation.  And  the  brilliant 
jompany  which  assembled  on  Monday  at  the 
Eolborn  Restaurant,  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Mr.  Horace  Brown,  the  ever  genial  president,  had 
ao  qualms  of  conscience  in  breaking  with  an  old 
ove  which  linked  tlie  past  with  the  present,  and 
,parted  with  their  plebeian  fare  without  a  sigh  or 
regret.  In  the  vice-chair  was  the  hon.  treasm-er, 
Mr.  R.  C.  Bhmdell,  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  (hon. 
■jec.  pro  tern)  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Ball  taking  the  heads  of 
other  tables.  The  important  toast  of  the  evening 
Was  naturally  that  of  "The  Society,"  in  giving 
which  the  chairman,  after  eulogising  the  officers 
md  committee,  mentioned  that  they  were  hkely  to 
be  able  to  continue  next  season  the  waters  they  had 
successfully  fished  during  last  year.  He  urged  tliat 
tbe  members  had  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
Bbfrbury  fisheries.  They  were  well  stocked,  well 
^Hked  after,  and  impro\-ed  e\'ery  year.  Only  just 
^Kly  it  seemed  necessary  to  expend  a  considerable 
Ppti  of  money  in  mudding  the  Lambourn.  But  a 
^^mber  at  once  came  to  the  rescue,  and  said : 
J' I  will  invent  a  dredger."  This  gentleman  was  a 
Itnan  of  deeds  and  not  words,  for  lie  not  only  s(iid  he 
would  invent  an  apparatus,  but  did  so  forthwith, 
rhe  dredger  was  quickly  at  work,  and  the  stream 
was  made  almost  a  new  one  by  tho  thoroughness 
with  which  it  carried  out  tlie  work  expected  of  it. 
rhat  was  the  ^ay  they  managed  their  Bye-waters  ! 
"He  (the  speaker)  welcomed  new  faces  and  was 
delighted  to  see  old  friends.  ^Many  they  missed — 
:he  late  curator-librarian,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  for 
example,  who  did  .so  much  for  the  society  in  con- 
aection  with  the  museum  of  preserved  fish.  He 
BOuld  only  hope  that  the.se  little  house  dinners—  or 
juppers — of  which  there  were  more  to  follow,  would 
bead  to  promote  camaraderie  amongst  all.  He 
ansted  the  society  would  have  continued  success 
ind  prosperity,  and  congratulated  it  upon  occupying 
ihe  high  position  it  now  held  in  the  piscatorial 
world.  J[r.  R.  C.  Blundell  replied,  and  reiterated 
ihe  hope  that  during  "  the  close  season  for  dry  fly 
Tshing  "  they  would  have  many  house  dinners,  with 
JisciLssions  on  siibjects  dear  to  anglers  and  sports- 
men to  follow.  Perhaps  a  good  topic,  and  one 
which  would  naturally  bring  about  an  important 
»rgumentative  contest,  would  be  whether  it  was 
more  pleasurable  to  fish  with  a  4oz.  than  with  a 
i3oz.  rod.  The  healths  of  the  chairman  and  vice- 
jhairman  were  subsequently  cordially  drunlj. 
During  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  entertain- 
ment was  given  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Barclay 
jammon.  Mr.  Gammon  surpassed  himself  in  his 
;lever  humorous  musical  sketches.  Mr.  L.  Reed, 
I  visitor,  also  very  kindly  contributed  two  piano- 
orte  solos  which  were  much  enjoyed. — Hon.  Sec. 
wo  tenu 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday, 
)ec.   4,    at    Cripplegate    Institute,  Golden-lane, 
3arbican,  E.  C,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff,  Sec. 
Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

An  informal  house  dinner,  followed  by  a  concert, 
ook  place  at  our  London  headquarters  on  Nov.  23, 
n  connection  with  the  recent  "  sides  "  match  at 
vlarlow.  The  toasts  "  The  Winners  "  and  "  The 
vosers  "  were  respectively  given  by  Mr.  A.  Derry, 
•ecretary,  who  as  captain  of  the  losing  team  occupied 
he  vice-chair,  and  by  Mr.  E.  Blagrave,  who,  as 
'aptain  of  the  winning  tsam,  presided.  Each  side 
eceived  a  hearty  ovation,  and  Mr.  Braddick  rephed. 
rfes.srs.  Callard,  Dunn,  Barnett,  and  Dupoy  kindly 
ibuted  songs,  and  Mr.  Funnell  a  recita- 
The  list  of  prize.s  for  our  annual  Christmas 
i.iioh  at  Harefield  (Dec.  3)  received  several  accep- 
able  additions.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
lost  Sparks  for  the  excellent  manner  in  whicli 
le  carried  out  the  catering  arrangements.  On 
<ov.  2.3,  ,Mr.  Barnes  and  Mr.  Yarham  both  found 
he  roach,  etc.,  in  a  feeding  humour  in  a  certain 
>art  of  the  Herts  Colne,  the  former  getting  roacli 
best  1  lb.  H^oz.),  three  dace  over  ^Ib.,  and  one  chub, 
lb.  2<)z.  ;  the  latter,  sixteen  roach  over  Alb.  (best 

It'    w/..),  and  a  chub — two  nice  bags'  of  fish, 
-ers  are  reminded  that  ail  ties  in  tho  third 
■1  for  the  club  cup  must  be  fished  off  on  or 

I'.n;  Dec.  31.— E.  B. 

BainsH  Sea-Anolers'  Society. 
On  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied 
he  chair.    Reports  from  agents  and  members  were 


quickly  disposed  of,  and,  all  tho  world  having  been 
at  the  Deal  competition,  presented  few  matters  of 
interest.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  society's 
honorary  treasurer,  Sir  Richard  Martin,  thanking 
the  society  for  its  congratulations  upon  the  new 
honours  conferred  upon  him.  The  thairnian 
announced  that  the  tickets  for  the  ladies'  night 
on  Dec.  C  had  been  very  numerously  applied 
for,  and  that  practically  the  seating  room  of 
the  Georgian  Hall  at  the  New  Gaiety  Restaurant 
had  been  allocated.  All  visitors  must  be  provided 
with  tickets.  Members  admitted  without.  Concert 
at  8  p.m.  sharp.  Mr.  E.  J.  Holbrow,  well  known 
for,  among  many  other  matters,  the  well  re- 
membered giant  tarpon  mounted  by  him,  which 
for  some  years  adorned  the  end  wall  of  the 
society's  room  in  Fetter-lane,  gave  a  lecture 
on  Practical  Taxidermy.  This  subject  was  some 
little  time  ago  brought  befoue  the  society 
in  a  very  exhaustive  paper,  read  by  Mr.  C.  W. 
Croft  Handley,  so  that  Mr.  Holbrow  left  untouched 
the  general  aspects  of  the  subject,  confining  hinaself 
to  the  preservation  and  mounting  of  fish,  very 
neatly  and  deftly  illustrating  his  remarks  by  cut- 
ting and  skinning  a  fish  on  the  table,  demonstrating 
practically  the  way  it  should  be  prepared  and 
stuffed,  and  the  means  Ufed  for  preserving  it  as  a 
specimen.  He  pointed  out  that  the  beautiful  sheen 
and  colours,  more  or  less  found  in  all  fish, 
was,  unlike  those  in  animals,  birds,  and  insects, 
fugitive.  Attempts  made  to  preserve  them  had 
resulted  in  failure,  so  that  recour.-e  to  painting  and 
varnishing  was  inevitable.  The  mode  of  doing  this 
was  skilfully  explained  and  shown.  The  necessity 
for  taking  measurements  of  the  fish  as  early  as 
possible  was  pointed  out.  It  was  also  needful  to 
make  notes  of  its  form  and  colours,  especially  of  the 
eyes  and  the  fins.  For  filling  out  the  skin  into  the 
form  of  the  fish,  previous  to  drying  it  into  shape, 
he  used  sand,  working  it  into  place  through  the 
mouth.  Much  time  should  be  given  for  this 
process  before  attempting  to  colour  and  varnish. 
Much  taste  and  skill  were  requisite  to  secure  a 
correct  representation  of  the  form  and  the  colour  of 
the  specimen.  In  effect  it  constituted  a  branch  of 
a  fine  art.  Mr.  Holbrow's  lecture  then  became  a 
running  conversation  between  himself  and  Messrs. 
Zaehnsdorf,  Nickels,  Walter  Bates,  Pickup,  Hyde, 
T.  B  Bates,  and  the  Chairman  and  others  of  a  most 
interesting  character,  evolving  much  curious  in- 
formation as  to  the  cau^e  of  colour  in  fish,  Mr. 
Walter  Bates,  who  had  given  much  attention  to  the 
subject,  contending  that  pigmentary  colour  in  the 
fish  was  rare — by  far  the  bulk — and  that  the  most 
beautiful  was  the  result  of  the  refraction  of  light 
by  the  scales  and  other  membranes,  which  on  ex- 
amination were  found  ti  be  in  themselves  colourless. 
Attention  was  also  called  to  the  fading  of  the 
colour  as  life  vanished.  As  was  well  known  some 
fish  possessed  the  power  of  changing  colour  in  new 
environments,  and  it  is  recorded  that  under  the 
sway  of  passion,  with  which  even  the  "  mute  little 
fish"  is  endowed,  its  brilliancy  of  colour  is  increased. 
Death  puts  an  end  to  all  this,  and  the  artist  man 
after  all  has  to  paint  its  portrait  as  best  he  may. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  a  specimen  fish  ought,  when 
caught,  to  be  immediately  wrapped  in  paper,  and 
not  touched  by  any  other  fish,  as  contact  of  the 
kind  at  once  removed  the  colour,  that  with  a  dogfish 
being  very  detrimental.  The  cause  was  discussed, 
some  attributing  it  to  the  acid  secretion  caused  by 
death,  some  to  galvanic  action,  the  subject 
being  recognised  as  one  for  research  —  which 
was  promised.  Mr.  Walter  Bates  also  kindly 
offered  to  prepare  a  papef  upon  the  cause-origin 
of  colour  in  fish.  The  prompt  application  of 
glycerine  was  recognised  generally  as  the  best  pre- 
servative. Whitebait  immersed  in  it  two  years  ago 
still  retain  their  silvery  sheen. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  well-attended  meeting — Mr.  D.  Isaacs  in  the 
chair— was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday,  Nov. 
28,  being  the  date  fixed  for  a  perch  and  pike  com- 
petition. There  was  a  nice  show  of  fish,  including  a 
very  fine  Ringwood  pike — not  competing — taken 
by  Mr.  F.  E.  Lonoon,  who  had  also  taken  a  splendid 
lot  of  roach  and  percli,  running  up  to  nearly  l^lb., 
some  eight  or  nine  specimens  being  shown,  part  of 
a  total  of  nearly  501b.  Some  nice  chub  from  War- 
grave — up  to  3Jlb. — were  shown  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  ; 
whilst  Mr.  Haynos  exhibited  good  chub,  perch,  and 
small  jack,  from  Staines.  Mr.  James  also  showed 
fish,  having  several  jack  from  Broxbourno,  best 
about  4Ib.  ;  Mr.  Merritt,  at  Elstree,  Mr.  Isaacs,  at 
Wraysbury,  and  Mr.  Dryden,  at  Deal,  reported  very 
disappointing  results.  Regarding  tho  competition — 
subject  to  the  committee's  approval — Mr.  James 
took  the  prize  for  pike  and  Mr.  Haynes  that  for 
porch.  Mr.  Isaacs  apologised  for  not  being  able  to 
read  a  paper  on  Tuesday  next  (Doc.  5),  as  promised, 
owing  to  unavoidable  preoccupations.  He  offered 
however,  to  give  a  high-quality  sea-rod  as  a  prize' 


for  best  single  whiting,  !  at  the  Newhaven  outing, 
also  kindly  undertaking  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  occasion.  Members  should  therefore 
write  at!  once  to  Mr.  Isaacs,  if  it  should  be 
th(!ir  intention  to  participate  in  tho  outing.  There 
will  bo  a  smoking  concert  i>n  Dec.  12,  and  gentlemen 
willing  to  assist  should  kindly  communicate  with 
Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  who  has  charge  of  the  arrangements. 
Tho  usual  "  C.L.P.S."  toast  concluded  a  very 
succe.ssful  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  sub-committee  appointed  to  revise  the  rules 
of  the  society  met  on  Tuesday  last,  and  good  pro- 
gross  was  made.  It  is  proposed  to  place  their 
suggestions  before  the  meeting  of  Doc.  19,  the  final 
decision  concerning  them  to  be  made  at  the  annual 
general  meeting  in  January  next.  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff  presided  at  the  ordinary  meeting  which 
followed,  but  his  duties  wore  very  light.  There  was 
very  little  business  to  transact,  and  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather  very  few  fishing 
reports  to  receive.  Those  who  had  ventured  out 
were  ill  rewarded.  A  cheque  for  six  guineas  has 
been  forwarded  to  Coroner  Waters,  of  Yarmouth, 
for  the  widow  of  Coastguardsman  Gill,  who  lost  his 
life  under  circumstances  mentioned  some  weeks  ago 
in  the  angling  and  other  papers.  Amongst  those 
who  contributed  to  this  list  (not  being  members  of 
the  Gresham)  were  Leopold  de  Rothschild,  Esq., 
J.  G.  Wood,  Esq.,  S.  Brandon,  Esq.,  and  E.  Abbott, 
Esq.  There  will  be  a  committee  meeting  on 
Tuesday  next  at  seven  prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 

On  Nov.  22,  the  members  of  the  above  assembled 
in  force  at  the  headquarters.  Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes 
presided.  Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Greenhill  gave  a  most 
interesting  description  of  sea  fishing  at  Deal  in  a 
gale.  Mr.  Till  amused  the  members  with  a  list  of 
the  so-called  "  cures  '  for  sea-sickness.  Mr.  Harold 
Dunn  opened  a  discussion  on  "  Fishing  Tackle  and 
the  Making,"  which  proved  of  great  interest  to  tlie 
members.  Mr.  Dunn  pointed  out  the  great  difficulty 
of  getting  exactly  what  you  require  from  the  various 
tackle  makers,  and  promised  to  give  an  exhibition 
of  rod  and  tackle  making  at  an  early  date.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Dunn  and  Mr.  Ellis  Forbes  closed  a 
very  pleasant  meeting. — G.  R. 

Holloway  Angling  Society. 

The  first  series  of  smoking  concerts  was  held  at 
headquarters  on  Tuesday,  t)ec.  28.  Mr.  S.  Stone 
(president)  presided,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  Radburn. 
Upwards  of  seventy  members  and  friends  were 
present.  An  extensive  programme  was  carried 
through  with  every  success.  H.  C.  Martin  weighed 
in  roach  ;  F.  Robins,  roach  ;  A.  Gardner, 
dace  ;  O.  Gardner,  roach  ;  J.  Serjeant,  roach  ;  T 
Lewis,  roach  and  dace  ;  H.  B.  Stone,  roach  and 
dace  ;  T.  Stone,  pike. — H.  C.  M.,  Hon.  Sec. 

Openshaw  Star  Anglers. 

The  Openshaw  Star  Anglers  held  their  annual 
dinner  on  Thursday  last  at  their  headquarters 
when  the  whole  of  their  members  and  friends 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  splendid  repast  supplied  by 
the  host  and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Chad  wick.  After 
dinner,  the  members  and  friends  were  well  enter- 
tained by  Messrs.  A.  Borton,  R.  Marsh,  B.  Beswiok, 
S.  Walker,  G.  Fawley,  H.  Turner,  H.  Edwards, 
and  M.  Atherton.  During  the  entertainment  a 
presentation  by  the  members  of  a  beautiful  specimen 
rudd  (mounted),  caught  by  Mr.  Chegwin  (president), 
was  made  to  Mr.  J.  Chadwick,  also  Mr.  J.  Singleton 
was  presented  with  a  gold  medal  (valued  £2  2s.), 
given  by  Mr.  J.  Chadwick  for  specimen  fish.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  hostess  and  artistes  brought  a  very 
enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. — W.  Chegwin. 
Silver  Trout  Angling  Society. 

The  supper  in  connection  with  the  sides  match  at 
Xiivickenham  on  Nov.  19  took  place  on  Tuesday 
last  at  headquarters,  when  a  good  gathering  of 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
repast  provided  by  Host  Penfold.  Our  president, 
Mr.  F.  Brink,  occupied  the  chair,  and  Host  F.  W. 
Penfold  the  vice-chair.  Short  speeches  were  the 
order  of  the  evening,  the  time  being  mainly  devoted 
to  harmony.  After  the  usual  loyal  toast  given  by 
the  chairman  had  been  duly  honoured,  Mr.  C. 
Pettit,  in  a  few  well-chosen  phrases,  with  reference 
to  the  strildng  progress  of  the  society,  proposed 
"  The  Visitors,"  ^Mr.  C.  McMeekin  responding.  The 
toast  of  "  The  Press  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  J. 
Williams  in  quite  an  eloquent  speech,  and  responded 
to  by  "  Dragnet."  The  musical  programme  was  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  W.  Hase  (secretary),  among  the 
contributors  being  Messrs.  Alf  Norton,  F.  Garrick, 
C.  Pettit,  E.  Sheldrake,  H.  Ballard,  F.  Sutch,  F.  J. 
Williams,  etc.,  whilst  Messrs.  G.  Lennard  and  H.  A. 
Sutch  ably  presided  at  the  piano.  An  exceedingly 
pleasant  and  successful  evening  was  brought  to  a 
close  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
and  vice-chairman  for  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  tliey  had  conducted  the  evening. — W.  H. 
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PROPOSED  NEW  NEPTUNE  CLUB. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  on  Nov.  22,  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  occupied 
the  chair,  and  in  doing  so  reminded  those  present 
that  Mr.  Cook  was  one  of  tlie  founders  of  the  society, 
and  had  during  its  wliole  existence  taken  a  close 
interest  in  all  its  affairs,  and  given  to  it  much 
support  and  assistance.  Their  present  room  only 
seated  100,  and  was  often,  as  they  know,  inconven- 
niently  crowded.  He  felt  sure  that  Mr.  Cook  s 
views  would  meet  with  calm  and  thovightful  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  one  great  feature  of  the 
society  had  always  been  its  social  side,  which  had 
ever  been  well  developed.  He  had  often  con- 
sidered the  possibility  of  obtaining  premises  mainly 
or  even  purely  for  such  purpose.  The  difficulty  had 
ever  been  that  the  large  expenditure  that  it  would 
necessitate  would  interfere  with  the  main  object  of 
the  society — the  promotion  of  the  .sport  of  sea 
angling.  Members  never  using  such  premises 
would  justly  complain  of  their  money  being  used 
for  furnishing  for  other  members'  use  social  pleasures 
in  which  they  could  not  participate.  He  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  solution  was  to 
form  a  social  club  apart  from  but  closely  con- 
nected with  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  Few 
yachtsmen  were  to  be  found  amongst  their  niunber  ; 
why  not  bring  them  in.  Many  of  them  were  already 
sea  anglers.  Their  opportunities  were  great,  and 
they  were  already  club  and  clubable  men. 

His  scheme  was  this.  Neptune  being  our  patron 
saint,  as  it  were,  no  better  name  could  be  found 
than  the  Neptune  Club,  and  he  thought  it  should 
be  open  to  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  and  of  recognised  yacht  clubs,  candidates 
to  be  elected  by  a  committee  in  the  usual  way. 
The  premises  to  be  taken  should  be  as  large  as  the 
subscription  would  warrant,  and  as  soon  as  funds 
permitted  yacht  and  boat-sailing  club  houses  or 
rooms  should  be  established  round  our  coasts. 
For  these  coastwise  clubs  local  members  could  be 
elected,  and  if  this  part  of  the  scheme  proved 
successful,  they  might  be  made  self-supporting  and 
multiplied  indefinitely. 

Some  of  our  yacht  clubs  have  found  this  system  of 
1  ocal  houses  to  work  very  well.  He  suggested  that 
the  large  room  of  the  London  Club  should  be  at 
the  entire  disposal  of  the  Britisli  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  on  every  Wednesday  by  right.  That  the 
secretary  should  act  for  both  club  and  society, 
with,  of  course,  an  increased  staff.  The  society's 
work  to  be  carried  on  and  their  offices  the  same. 
The  society  would  be  strongly  represented  on  the 
club  executive,  and  the  committee  should  con- 
tribute a  sum  of,  say,  £100  per  annum  in  respect  of 
use  of  premises  and  part  of  the  salaries  of  the 
secretary  and  his  staff.  From  experience  of  a  club 
similar  to  the  one  proposed  the  club  expenses  need 
not  be  heavy. 

Owing  to  the  serious  loss  nearly  always  incurred 
in  the  kitchen,  he  thought  that,  at  first,  the  practice 
now  becoming  so  usual,  contracts  should  be  made 
with  some  good  firm,  whose  place  should  be  con- 
nected by  telephone  with  the  club  house,  to  furnish 
meals  in  good  style  on  the  club  premises,  with  a 
small  profit  as  table  money.  The  sale  of  wines, 
spirits,  and  cigars  would,  of  course,  remain  with 
the  club  ;  a  grill  would  be  quite  practicable,  and  a 
supply  of  bedrooms  would  be  important,  and  a 
good  source  of  revenue. 

He  submitted  an  estimate  of  probable  income 
and  expenditure  based  upon  the  accounts  of  another 
club  to  which  he  had  access. 

An  annual  income  might  be  depended  upon,  as 
subscriptions  of  200  town  members  at  four  guineas, 
and  200  country  members  at  two  guineas,  these 
with,  say,  £100  contributed  by  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  and  £50  for  profits  on  beds,  drinks, 
and  cigars,  and  an  entrance  fee  of  five  guineas 
from  additional  members,  would  produce  a  sum  of, 
say,  £1410.  The  expenditure,  of  which  he  supplied 
detailed  figures,  need  not  exceed  £981  10s.,  of 
which  the  larger  half  would  certainly  go  in  rent 
and  taxes,  leaving  a  surplus  of  £428  10s.  to  be 
applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  needful  debentures, 
depreciation  of  club  furniture,  etc. 

Local  clubhouses,  he  thought,  could  be  run  for, 
say,  £100  a  year.  Forty  local  members  would 
produce  £80,  and  the  profits  £20.  Rent  should  not 
absorb  more  than  £50  a  year.  A  house  or  rooms 
wore  certainly  obtainable  for  that.  Members  of  the 
London  Club  should  have  the  use  of  them. 

In  discussion  all  recognised  the  need  of  providing 
more  room,  and  that  the  enormous  rent  required 
rendered  this  most  difficult.  The  proposal  was  much 
criticised,  of  course,  as  to  details,  and  many  diffi- 
culties pointed  out.  The  secretary  promised  the 
executive  committee  would  take  tho  whole  matter 
nto  careful  consideration.  Mr.  Cook  was  cordially 
thanked.  H.  P. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Amatkub  Fish  Breeder. — You  should  try  the 
Perfection  Syphon,  invented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ford, 
of  Caistor,  Lincolrtshire.  He  sells  it  for  5s.,  and 
claims  it  will  clear  more  refuse  from  trout  feeding 
boxes  in  a  few  minutes  than  the  ordinary  bulb 
syringe  will  in  two  hours. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitot, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  CARLISLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION— A 
SUGGESTION. 
Deab  Sir, — Coiild  you,  through  the  medium  of 
your  interesting  -columns,  give  some  information 
regarding  the  points  desirable  in  the  formation  of 
a  fishing  club  or  the  remodelling  of  a  society  ?  As 
a  member  of  our  local  association,  I  have  a  desire 
to  improve  its  status  by  getting  it  placed  on  a 
really  up-to-date  basis,  and  should  do  all  in  my 
individual  power  to  raise  discussion  with  a  view  to 
the  improvement  of  many  points  in  connection  with 
the  Carlisle  Angling  Association.  I  know  many  of 
our  members  road  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  will 
readily  discuss  the  points  put  forward.  I  would  like 
to  see  such  things  obtained  as  :  — 

1.  A  room  or  rooms  where  the  members  could 
gather  and  have  a  chat  about  their  experience, 
read  any  literature  which  could  be  placed  there, 
and  from  time  to  time  have  a  lecture  illustrated. 
Such  lectures  to  be  given  by  any  member  of  the 
association. 

2.  A  wider  membership  by  the  adoption  of  a 
more  universal  fee  of  membership.  No  catering  for 
this  or  that,  but  a  standard  fee  for  all,  for  which  the 
whole  of  the  association's  water  may  be  fished. 

3.  Is  a  club  better  for  the  well-being  of  the  sport 
than  what  we  term  an  association  ?  In  tho  first 
term  there  seems  to  be  implied  to  me  a  closer 
interest,  and  a  more  unanimous  desire  for  good 
sport. 

The  club  need  not  necessarily  be  one  attached  to 
which  is  the  sale  of  liquor.  Personally,  I  am  a 
teetotaller,  though  I  am  not  averse  to  anyone 
enjoying  a  glass,  but  I  hate  a  man  who  sells  himself 
to  drink  for  drinking  sake — I  mean  I  hate  his 
desire,  and  would  be  the  first  to  drop  the  hate  for 
goodwill  in  the  bettering  of  the  man's  desire. 

But  enough  on  that  point ;  what  I  would  like  to 
see  is  a  really  flourishing  association  or  club,  call 
it  what  you  will,  on  up-to-date  lines.  Instructive, 
interesting,  enjoyable,  recreative,  educational,  and, 
above  all,  harmonious.  The  three  months  of  close 
season  could  be  thfis  admirably  filled  up  with 
instructive  and  entertaining  lectures,  addresses, 
experiments,  exhibitions,  and  the  like.  I  would 
like  to  see  the  establishment  of  an  annual  competi- 
tion, for  fly  fishing,  trout  and  salmon  fishing  with 
all  baits,  and  dexterity  in  casting,  etc.  Could  you 
instruct  us,  Mr.  Editor  ?  Will  some  Carlisle 
member,  secretary,  committeeman,  or  common  or 
garden  sort  put  an  oar  in  here,  and  let  us  fan  the 
ifire  to  flame,  if  there's  anything  in  it  ? — Yours 
truly,  Etterby  Wath. 

[I  hope  the  suggestion  of  our  correspondent  will 
recommend  itself  to  many  members  of  the  Carlisle 
Angling  Association  ;  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
anything  but  good  could  come  of  the  members 
meeting  as  he  suggests. — Ed.] 


RESPECTING  RULES  AND  VOTES  AT 
MEETINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  answer  the  following 
query  that  has  presented  itself  at  an  awkward 
time  : — 

Whether  a  motion  that  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  members  at  a  weekly  meeting  can  be  quashed 
at  another  weekly  meeting  by  another  majority  ? 
or  whether  it  is  necessary  to  call  a  special  meeting 
(or  general  meeting)  to  quash  the  motion  ? 

Your  opinion  as  regards  above  will  be  greatly 
appreciated  by  yours  truly,  L.  M.  G. 

fl  presume  the  club  has  made  no  rules  to  govern 
such  matters  or  the  question  would  not  be  asked. 
If  the  matter  in  question  affects  all  the  members 
it  should  be  decided  by  a  special  general  meeting 
of  all  tlie  members  called  for  the  purpose,  that  is, 
tho  notice  should  specify  the  reason  for  calling  the 
meeting,  and  then  if  members  stay  away  they  cannot 
complain  that  they  have  not  had  notice. — Ed.] 

ROACH  FISHING   NEAR  NORWICH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  about  roach 
fishing  in  the  Yare,  during  tho  autumn  I  am  more 
interested  in  sea-fishing,  and  therefore  do  not  speak 
from  personal  experience.  I  have,  however,  made 
inquiries  from  several  ardent  anglers,  and  the  con. 


sensus  of  opinion  is  that,  given  a  favourable  day  as 
to  weather  conditions,  you  are  fairly  sure  of  some 
good  sport,  especially  at  Brundall  or  Buckenham. 
Cantley  is  rather  far  down  for  this  time  of  the  yeac 
We  anticipate  a  general  improvement  in  these 
waters  when  the  close  time,  etc.,  now  being  pro- 
moted is  put  into  force. — Yours  truly, 

WiNSOB  BiSHC 


PUNJAUB  SPOONS. 

Dear  Sir, — My  previous  letter  to  you  on 
subject  was  not  written  with  any  desire  that 
should  be  inserted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  But 
you  were  good  enough  to  publish  it,  I  am  writing 
now  to  express  my  thanks,  for  it  has  brought  com- 
munications from  various  anglers,  and  also  Bfc;^ 
Thomas's  instnictive  letter  published  in  last  Satuf. 
day's  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  truly. 

Edgar  C.  Harvie. 

[I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Harvie  has  got  the  information 
he  wanted.  Anglers  who  write  to  me  who  do  not 
wish  their  letters  published  should  always  made 
their  letters  "  Private."  I  have  known  correspon- 
dents to  be  quite  angry  if  I  published  their  lotton, 
and  others  furious  because  I  did  not,  simply  because 
I  have  been  in  doubt. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  SEVENOAKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  yoa 
or  any  of  your  readers  would  kindly  tell  me  if  it  is 
possible  to  get  any  trout  fishing  at  or  near  Sevenoaks 
besides  the  Lion  Water  at  Farningham.  Are  there 
any  clubs  or  any  association  one  could  join  !— 
Yours  truly,  K.  C.  I.  D. 

[I  fear  there  is  none. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  DERBYSHIRE  WYE. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readen 
kindly  give  me  information  of  the  fLshing  in  tl»', 
River  Wye  (Derbyshire)  ?    Any  information  regard^ 
ing  terms,  etc.,  will  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Ogden. 

APROPOS  OF  THE  ARTICLES  AND  CORRE-  ' 
SPONDENCE    IN   THE   SCOTSMAN  ON 
THE  SUBJECT  OF  GRAYLING,  AND  THE 
EDITOR'S    NOTE    THEREON    IN  THE' 
PISHING  GAZETTE. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — 
I  am  your  inquisitor. 

We've  heard  the  grayling  blamed  for  eating  i 
But  what  about  the  trout 
When  the  grayling  eggs  hatch  out  ? 
Why,  everything  is  meat  between  his  "  pegga*;? 
'Tis  really  very  plain 
To  a  body  with  a  brain 

(The  faults  of  neither  fish  I  want  to  smother 
That  when  they're  on  the  feed, 
So  beastly  is  their  greed. 

Be  they  egg  or  fry,  they're  moat  for  one  anothef< 

D.  P. 


COARSE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING  PtTRPOSI 

Dear  Mr.  Mabston, — Many  thanks  for  yojS^ 
kind  recommendation.  I  am  booked  up  to  the  h^l 
for  both  bream  and  rudd — many  thousands  of  ea^. 
sort — but  if  your  friends  will  give  me  ample  tinia^. 
I  will  do  my  best  to  supply  them.  f,- 

The  demand  for  coarse  fish  is  constantly  in- 
creasing, and  my  orders  are  heavier  than  ever.  ,t' 
have  three  now  about  half  supplied  that  total 
above  £200.  Frost  and  fioods  stop  our  coUectioft 
so  I  must  have  a  free  hand  as  to  delivery.  I  haT» 
just  sent  1500  fine  perch  and  200  pike  to  RickmanBr 
worth,  with  large  consignments  of  bream  and  ten 
to  follow. 

I  have  1500  lovely  golden  tench  on  hand,  ma 
three  to  six  inches,  but  with  some  smaller 
some  larger.  Ten  of  them  are  nine  to  thirtefllBI 
inches.  These  large  ones  are  the  loveliest  I  ever  BAWt: 
If  any  of  your  friends  require  some,  I  would  treaA 
liber^ll5%  as  I  want  to  clear  them.  We  only  ha^ie 
such  a  lot  once  in  four  or  five  years,  when  we  empty 
a  pond  bodily  to  get  them.  Kind  regards. — Yoirt^ 
faithfully.  Thomas  Ford,  j" 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

LANDING-NETS— HOW  TO  STIFFEN,  Etc 

De-^vr  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  gi' 
me  information  as  to  how  landing-nets  can  bB 
stiffened  and  made  thoroughly  waterproof,  so  thtrt 
the  double  purpose  may  be  gained  (l)of  maldoKi' 
them  durable  and  less  likely  to  rot,  and  (2)  m 
making  it  difficult  for  hooks  to  stick  in  them.  I 
have  tried  boiling  in  linseed  oil,  but  the  result  wM 
not  successful.  I  should  be  glad  of  information  Cfk 
this  point,  as  I  have  been  unable  to  discover  in  ai^j^ 
book  on  angling  what  I  need. — Yours  truly, 

Ulema. 
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CHEISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAE. 


I  TAKE  the  opportunity  offered  by  our  Christmas 
number  to  wish  all  our  angling  readers  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  all  interest^  in  the  Fishing 
fknettt  in  any  way, 

A  Meeby  Cheistmas 

AND 

A  Peospebous  New  Ybae, 
with  plenty  of  good  sport. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  EUSSIAN 
TAETAEY. 


Rear-Admiral  Herbert  A.  W.  Onslow  sends  me 
the  capital  photograph  which  I  have  reproduced 
on  page  433,  with  this  very  interesting  note  abo"ut 
the  fish  : — 

"  Deae  Me.  Maeston, — Seeing  bo  many  prints 
of  large  catches  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  lately,  I 
thought  perhaps  some  of  your  readers  might  be 
interested  in  the  photo  I  am  sending  you.  On 
Sept.  20,  1893, 1  was  in  a  man-of-war  at  Barracouta 
Harbour  in  Russian  Tartary,  and  having  been  there 
Bome  years  previously  I  knew  there  were  plenty  of 
Balmon,  sea  and  river  trout  to  be  got,  and  as 
we  were  only  going  to  stay  there  two  days,  I  got 
away  at  4  a.m.  with  a  pal  in  the  skifE  with  my  cox- 
swain and  a  boy.  We  had  about  a  mile  to  pull  up 
the  river,  so  that  by  the  time  we  got  on  the  fishing 
ground  we  were  ready  for  a  start.  As  the  salmon 
will  not  take  a  fly,  trolling  is  the  only  way  to  get 
them.  I  had  an  18ft.  lancewood  stiff  rod,  my  pal 
something  similar.  Well,  we  were  into  fish  all 
the  morning,  and  got  back  to  the  ship  at  9.30  a.m. 
with  2121b.  weight  of  fish  ;  having  been  out  there 
l>efore,  I  knew  what  to  take  out,  namely,  an  enormous 
fiilver  spoon  with  gold  back.  I  had  them  made  for 
me  at  home  ;  they  were  as  largo  as  my  hand,  and 
fitted  with  two  triangles.  Of  course,  it  is  (or  was) 
virgin  water.  A  day  or  two  after  we  went  to  Olga 
Bay.  I  went  out  in  the  afternoon  in  the  skiff 
with  only  the  boy,  and  landed  1601b.  weight  of  fish. 


The  boy,  who  swore  he  could  gaff,  lost  me  half  a 
dozen  fish  ;  the  largest  fish  was  42lb.,  he  nearly 
upset  the  boat  as  I  was  lugging  him  in.  The  largest 
fish  at  Barracouta  Harbour  was  33^1  b." 

It  looks  as  if  there  must  be  grand  salmon  fishing 
in  the  rivers  in  which  these  fish  were  born.  They 
are  evidently  in  grand  condition.  Will  the  Admiral 
kindly  say  if  they  are  the  same  kind  as  caught  in 
British  Columbia  ?  R.  B.  Maestoit. 


THB  MONAECH  OF  THE  MEEE. 
By  "  Feee  Reel." 

A  MISTY  haze  hangs  o'er  the  glassy  lake,  " 
Gaunt  birches  drop  their  dew  tears  on  the  ground, 
The  chill  air  tells  that  winter  grips  the  land,  , 
The  work-worn  punt  is  harnessed  to  the  shore 
Tempting  the  fisher,  not  unloath  to  fall. 
To  try  his  prowess  'gainst  the  mighty  pike. 
Who  hunger'd  by  the  winter's  bitter  frost 
Lies  in  the  reed-flanked  bay,  waiting  a  meal. 
Anon  the  listening  moorhen  hears  a  sound. 
The  rowlocks  rhythmic  beat,  as  moves  the  punt 
Across  the  lake,  the  fisher  rod  in  hand 
Awaits  occasion,  for  a  skilful  cast. 
Nearing  the  bay  his  watchful  eye  espies  J 
A  sudden  wave  break  on  the  water's  face  ; 
The  bait  is  cast  near  to  the  dying  swirl, 
Again  the  water  breaks,  an  answering  strain  » 
Causes  the  metal  winch  to  shriek  aloud,  • 
The  cruel  lure  has  done  its  deadly  work. 
The  no  less  cruel  game  has  seized  the  lure 
And  feels  the  tempered  steel  and  turns  to  seek 
A  sanctuary  from  his  oppressing  foe  : 
If  he  but  reach  the  reed-bed  or  the  flags, 
The  day  is  his,  and  he  for  years  to  come 
Will  scourge  the  lake,  and  take  his  daily  toll 
As  heretofore.    But,  no  !  the  fight  is  fought 
Between  unequal  foes,  he  can  but  yield. 
Though  one  despairing  plunge  causes  the  lake 
To  echo  as  the  monster's  ponderous  tail  , 
Lashes  the  water,  while  his  cruel  jaws 
Seek  to  shake  off  the  deeply-driven  steel. 
At  last  exhausted  on  his  side  he  lies. 
The  gaff  is  poised,  a  well-aimed  blow  is  struck  ; 
No  more  shall  dabchicks  shirk  the  haunted  bay. 
And  silver-sided  roach  avoid  the  spot. 
The  tyrant's  course  is  run,  his  reign  is  past. 
Cruel  yet  brave,  he  died,  game  to  the  last. 


A  NOVEMBEE  DAY  ON  THB 
WYLYE. 

The  changing  leaves  of  September  hare  brought 
to  the  trout  another  spell  of  immunity  from  the  wiles 
of  their  human  enemy,  and,  with  a  sigh  of  regret, 
the  trout  rod  has  been  relegated  to  its  winter 
quarters. 

The  falling  leaves  of  October  have  seen  another 
salmon  season  "  fizzle  out "  to  the  accompaniment 
of  an  old  complaint — no  rain,  no  water,  no  fish. 
The  old  17ft.  rod,  with  one  autumn  fish  added  to 
its  credit,  has  again  been  placed  on  the  rack  to 
abide  the  advent  of  a  hopeful  spring. 

This  autumn  the  belated  storms  of  wind  and  rain, 
which  bring  salmon  to  the  streams  and  strip  the 
trees  of  leaves,  have  served  both  rod  and  gun  amiss, 
for  in  many  a  sheltered  covert  not  a  shot  has  yet  been 
fired.  To  the  "  broad  tails  "  and  "  long  tails  "  'tis 
a  cause,  no  doubt,  of  congratulation  for  salvation, 
but  amongst  rodsters  and  gunners  much  grumbling 
is  rife. 

For  the  gunner  there  is  consolation  in  prospect, 
but  for  the  "  fly  "  angler  only  retrospect  remains. 
"  Now  is  the  winter  of  his  discontent,"  for  to  him 
are  left  memories  only  during  this  present  year  of 
grace. 

Not  given  to  every  man  is  the  quality  which  goes 
to  make  an  "  all-round  angler,"  and  many  there  are 
who  find  no  pleasure  in  pursuing  the  torpid  pike  or 
in  sitting  all  day  over  an  eddying  roach  hole.  Grum- 
bling, therefore,  is  excusable  in  him  who,  after  a 
bad  season,  finds  fly  fishing  legally  barred  for  some 
months  to  come. 

Upon  the  writing-table  of  such  a  grumbler  lay  a 
letter,  and  his  face  brightened  as  he  read  an  invita- 
tion to  choose  his  day  to  try  the  grayling  in  the 
famous  waters  of  the  Wiltshire  Wylye. 

Now,  every  man  does  not  live  on  the  banks  of  a 
grayling  river,  so  the  grayling  is  not  every  man's 
quarry.  More  is  the  pity,  as  angling  for  this 
elegant  fish  shortens  the  fly  fisher's  inactivity  by 


three  full  months,  and  the  winter  sporting  qualities 
of  the  "  lady  of  the  stream  "  justify  her  cultivation 
in  every  trout  stream  throughout  the  land.  Were 
the  grayling  so  cultivated,  the  grumbler  would 
have  no  case. 

On  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  in  November 
the  moon  was  shining  from  a  cloudless  sky.  The 
grass  of  the  lawn  felt  brittle  ^to  the  tread,  and  the 
glass  stood  firm.  So  far  as  one  could  gauge  the 
treacherous  English  climate,  the  morrow  would  be 
fine  and  frosty,  an  essential  to  succsss. 

The  venue  lay  two  hours'  rail  away.  Enthusiasm 
suggested  the  6  a.m.  train,  but  experience  ad\'ised 
that  ten  o'clock  was  sufficiently  early  to  be  on  the 
water.  So  it  happened  that  shortly  after  ten  the 
next  morning  two  anglers  alighted  at  Wylye  Station. 
A  thin  mist  lay  over  the  Down,  but  the  sun  had 
sufficient  strength  to  thaw  the  hoar  fro.st.  The 
grass  sparkled  with  jewelled  drops  and  the  gossamer 
cobwebs  hung  like  strings  of  pearls  as  the  anglers 
wended  their  way  through  the  water-meadows.  A 
solitary  magpie  left  a  clump  of  elms  on  their 
approach,  and  caps  were  doffed  to  propitiate  that 
bird  of  evil  omen.  What  did  its  appearance 
portend  ? 

The  conversation  concerned  chalk  streams  ;  how, 
after  heavy  rains,  their  waters  remained  clear, 
increased  only  in  volume ;  how  the  abstracted 
water  for  cultivation  purposes  prejudicially  affected 
the  fishing,  and  so  on. 

A  line  of  willows,  denuded  of  their  leaves,  marked 
the  river's  course.  With  rods  put  up  en  roide, 
quickly  the  anglers  reached  its  banks.  Horror  of 
horrors  !  the  stream  was  dry — empty,  save  a  mere 
trickle  between  exposed  ridges  of '  brown  dried 
weeds.  Ill  luck,  indeed,  had  that  solitary  magpie 
brought,  for  sport  was  impossible  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. Away  down  stream  were  men  sludg- 
ing, and  of  them  information  was  sought  in  vain. 
Two  or  three  shallow  pools  literally  boileej  with 
commotion  as  the  anglers  passed  them  by.  Huge 
purple-finned  grayling,  intermingled  with  trout, 
chub,  and  roach,  dashed  about  searching  in  vain 
for  cover  within  the  limits  of  their  narrow  prison. 

On  the  right,  down  the  river,  the  sun  glinted 
from  a  hundred  silvery  veins  where  the  waters  of 
the  Wylye  coursed  through  ths  devious  runlets  of 
the  Syater-meadows.  To  the  farmer  meditating  on 
next  summer's  crop,  the  state  of  affairs  was  no 
doubt  satisfactory,  but  to  anglers  it  was  exaspera- 
tion. A  glorious  suimy  day  was  slipping  by.  The 
tinkling  of  sheep-bells  came  over  the  Down,  and  a 
threshing-machine  was  humming  with  a  varyisg 
cadence  in  a  neighbouring  riokyard.  "  Music  hath 
charms,"  'tis  said,  "  to  sooth  the  savage  breast,"* 
but,  notwithstanding  such  rural  music,  a  feeling  of 
irritation  and  impatience  possessed  the  anglers. 

As  the  fishermen  walked  the  river  path  a  couple 
of  mallard  got  up  from  a  bed  of  pushes  and  flew 
quacking  into  space,  and  off  some  swampy  marsh  a 
brace  of  jack  snipe  dashed  down  stream  in  jerky 
flight.  , 

Hereabouts  the  stream  began  to  receive  the  over- 
flows from  the  saturated  meadowlands,  and  the 
water  spread  over  the  stickles,  forming  shallow 
pools  in  the  river  bends.  The  marks  on  the  bank- 
side  proved  that  two  good  feet  of  depth  were 
missing,  but  a  rise  here  and  there  dimpled  the 
surface  and  invited  a  cast. 

It  was  with  little  hope  that  the  angler  crawled 
into  position.  The  brown  sedge  grasses  afforded 
some  cover,  and  soon  a  Witch  was  exposing  her 
charms  in  the  head  of  the  nearest  pool.  With  a 
bang  came  a  golden  trout,  and  after  a  brilliant  rush 
he  was  led  out  of  the  pool  into  shallow  water,  and 
duly  drawn  over  the  mud  to  the  net.  Over  a  pound 
he  weighed,  and  was  returned  upstream  to  provide 
further  sport  in  due  season.  A  second  trout,  little 
smaller  than  the  first,  was  similarly  treated,  but 
such  a  commotion  had  he  made  that  the  pool  was 
disturbed  and  further  fishing  useless. 

With  success  hope  began  to  revive.  If  trout 
would  take,  why  not  grayling  ?  The  next  bend 
was  tried.  In  fishing,  as  in  golf,  it  is  the  careful 
approach  that  pays,  and  well  was  the  stalk  rewarded, 
for  two  lovely  grayling  succumbed  to  the  charms  of 
the  Witch.  One  poimd  and  a  quarter  each  they 
weighed,  a  handsome  pair,  who  fought  as  gallantly 
as  any  June  trout.  \Vho  could  abuse  a  November 
grayling  after  such  a  fight  ? 

Behind  a  sunken  tree  root  a  long,  lean  trout  next 
seized  the  fly,  and  was  duly  landed.  With  a  twist 
the  fly  was  released  from  his  bony  jaw,  and  his 
native  element  again  received  him  with  encircling 
rings.    Suh  aqua  movements  in  the  pool  clearly 
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showed  that  the  shoal  had  taken  alarm,  so  a  change 
of  venue  became  imperative.  A  series  of  misfor- 
tunes then  occurred,  as  a  typical  VVylye  glide 
furnished  five  big  grayling,  all  of  which  escaped 
after  more  or  less  play.  A  small  fish,  however,  came 
to  net,  but  therein  became  unhooked.  Then  only 
was  the  hook  found  to  have  lost  its  barb  in  the 
bony  jaw  of  that  old  trout.  Let  others  learn  to 
examine  their  fly  after  each  capture,  and  so  escape 
such  mortification  ! 

What  followed  the  putting  up  of  a  new  Witch 
is  too  long  to  relate,  and  would  only  fill  the  reader 
with  envy  (perhaps  satiety),  but  pool  after  pool, 
glide  after  glide,  fjirnished  cither  trout  or  grayling 
or  both,  until  the  fading  light  of  the  short  November 
day  put  an  end  to  further  sport. 

For  one  rod  to  have  taken  thirty-one  fish  under 
most  favourable  circumstancjs  would  have  been  no 
mean  achievement  upon  a  clear  chalk  stream,  but 
to  effect  such  a  capture  in  abnormally  low  water 
had  never  before  occurred  in  their  captor's  experi- 
ence. The  eight  fine  grayling  lying  dead  in  the 
creel  were  sufficient  to  have  satisfied  the  most 
exacting  fisherman. 

With  a  bold  boastfulness  the  chronicler  has 
narrated  only  his  own  doings.  Let  his  angler 
friend  blow  hi.s  own  trumpet  if  he  will,  as  a  21b. 
trout  and  a  dozen  others  felt  the  sting  of  his  hook 
that  day. 

And  now  for  the  "  whys  "  and  the  "  wherefores." 
Why  did  both  trout  and  grayling  break  their  rule 
and  take  in  an  unnatural  state  of  the  water  ? 

Was  it  the  careful  approach  and  the  long  down- 
stream cast,  or  was  it  the  Witch  with  her  bewitching 
charms  ?  Perhaps — but  who  shall  scoff  if  the 
writer  hints  'twas  the  timely  propitiation  of  that 
solitary  magpie,  the  bird  of  evil  omen  ? 

J.  D.  P. 


THE  WOLF'S  TAEN. 

Once  on  a  day,  if  the  name  is  to  be  trusted,  it 
must  have  been  a  dangerous  spot  when  the  hill- 
sides round  about  sometimes  echoed  the  long, 
melancholy  howl  of  the  wolf.  Now  the  exceeding 
softness  of  the  muddy  bottom  is  its  most  risky 
feature.  Apart  from  this  the  lonely  little  lochan 
is  noteworthy  for  the  number  of  brown  trout  it 
holds.  If  the  mere  fact  of  giving  a  basket  of  four 
dozen  fish  in  a  couple  of  hours  constitutes  any 
claim  to  distinction,  then  the  Wolf's  Tarn  deserves 
a  word  or  two  of  praise. 

.  We  called  it  the  "  Pot  "  as  a  pet  name,  partly 
from  its  form  and  situation,  and  partly  because  at 
times  its  waters  seem  to  boil  with  rising  trout. 
Circular  in  shape  it  lies  in  a  regular  basin  of  hills. 
Several  little  streams  trickle  into  it,  excellent 
spawning  ground  in  autumn  time,  and  a  larger 
stream  carries  its  surplus  water  away  to  a  more 
important  loch  a  short  half-mile  from  the  tarn. 
This  greater  piece  of  water  is  well  supplied  with 
brown  trout,  eels,  and  occasional  sea-trout. 

For  many  a  day  the  "  Pot  "  remained  unfishsd. 
Its  banks  are  very  soft  and  rotten,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  shore  the  water  is 
shallow  and  full  of  reeds  and  water-lilies.  These 
growing  in  old  peaty  mud  of  a  very  soft  character 
are  rather  forbidding  to  the  average  angler,  and 
few  people  have  ever  ventured  to  wade  out  over 
this  treacherous  bottom.  But  that  fish  are  there 
in  abundance  is  perfectly  evident.  On  a  calm  day 
the  open  water  outside  the  reedy  margin  is  dimpled 
everywhere  with  widening  rings  that  indicate  whsre 
fish  are  rising.  Only  in  one  spot  is  it  possible  to 
cast  a  fly  from  the  bank  into  clear  water,  and  even 
there  it  is  a  laborious  task.  But  at  that  particular 
place  I  had  so  many  rises  one  afternoon  that  I 
seriously  considered  the  possibility  of  wading  right 
out  to  the  border  of  reeds  and  lily  leaves,  and  trying 
what  could  be  accomplished  from  that  point  of 
greater  vantage.  It  seemed  to  me  that,  by  walking 
warily,  and  taking  care  to  step  only  on  clumps  of 
roots,  one  might  reach  the  edge  in  comparative 
safety,  and  once  there  the  thicker  growth  which 
fringed  the  verge  of  open  water  promised  a  more 
secure  foothold  from  which  to  cast,  and  if  necessary 
play  one's  fish. 

In  some  mental  perturbation  I  made  a  start.  It 
was  impossible  to  select  a  straight  course.  One 
had  to  go  where  thy  aquatic  i)lants  grew  strongest. 
Occasionally  a  foot  trod  on  the  mud  itself  and  sank 
with  surprising  ease.  It  was  really  a  case  of  feeling 
one's  way,  but  the  further  from  the  bank  one  waded 
the  solidcr  grew  the  bottom,  although  at  best  it 


quaked  alarmingly.  Near  the  open  ■wrater  one 
gained  a  little  confidence.  The  roots  were  thicker 
and  more  matted  together,  yielding  somewhat  to 
one's  weight,  and  sending  a  continual  stream  of 
bubbles  to  the  surface.  I  carred  a  short-handled 
landing-net,  which  proved  invaluable  for  ladling  the 
fish  out  of  the  water  when  I  had  played  them  in 
close  to  my  feet.  The  old  local  custom  of  biting 
their  necks  I  found  the  speediest  way  of  killing 
them.  Three  flies  adorned  the  casting-line.  Red 
and  Teal,  March  Brown,  and  Zulu.  I  had  no 
occasion  to  change  any  of  these  by  reason  of  their 
not  being  popular  with  the  tenants  of  the  loch. 
With  noble  impartiality  the  trout  took  whichever 
fly  happened  to  be  nearest.    Almost  my  first  cast 


brought  a  fish  to  the  surface.  Sometimes  I  hooked 
two  simultaneously,  and  once,  at  least,  a  second 
took  the  tail  fly  while  I  was  playing  a  trout  attached 
to  one  of  the  others.  Of  course,  the  fish  were  not 
large  :  five  to  the  pound  was  about  the  average. 

For  the  first  few  minutes  they  kept  me  hard  at 
work.  They  were  not  troubled  with  shyness,  for, 
when  they  missed  the  first  fly,  one  could  see  them 
rising  at  the  others,  and  although  such  an  abundance 
of  fish  tempted  one  to  be  careless,  and  led  to  the 
loss  of  several,  the  basket  grew  steadily  heavier, 
and  the  flies  began  to  show  signs  of  tear  and  wear. 

In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  rise  suddenly  stopped. 
The  trout  seemed  to  go  of£  their  feed  simultaneously 
all  round  the  patch  of  open  water.    What  causes 


all  the  fish  in  a  loch  to  grow  hungry  and  then 
leave  off  feeding  like  this  '!  Every  fisherman  has 
experienced  it,  and  knows  it  for  one  of  the  funda- 
mental facts  in  angling  ;  but  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion still  remains  to  be  given.  Here  it  was  specially 
noticeable.  In  a  small  tarn,  whose  open  water  was 
scarcely  a  hundred  yards  from  side  to  side,  the 
trout  seemed  to  cease  feeding  as  if  at  a  given 
signal.  Who  makes  the  sign  ?  And  who  rings  their 
dinner  bell  ? 

Half  an  hour  later  they  wore  rising  as  freely  as 
ever.  One  had  only  to  cast  out  his  flies  to  meet 
with  a  willing  response.  After  an  hour  the  lures 
looked  decidedly  careworn,  and  a  fresh  March 
Brown  was  tied  on  in  place  of  the  tattered  one 


that  had  done  excellent  service.  Neither  of  the 
others  was  removed  until  the  Zulu  caught  in  a  weed 
and  waited  there.  By  the  time  I  finished  the  poor 
Red  and  Teal  was  but  a  shadow,  still  to  the  last 
its  charms  were  quite  potent  enough  to  tempt  some 
of  the  incautious  trout. 

It  was  not  the  most  scientific  angling,  but  the 
very  abundance  of  fish  made  it  interesting,  and  I 
continued  until  my  small  creel  was  well  filled. 
Then  with  unsteady  steps  I  made  my  way  back 
to  the  bank,  once  or  twice  treading  unwisely  and 
getting  water  in  over  the  top  of  my  waders.  The 
nearer  the  shore  the  softer  it  became,  and  it  was 
with  a  sigh  of  relief  that  I  stood  on  firm  ground 
again.    Arrived  there,  I  lay  down  on  the  grass  with 
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my  feet  elevated  vertically  to  get  rid  of  the  surplus 
water  that  churned  uncomfortably  within  those 
waterproof  stockings. 

My  fishing  companion  had  waited  beside  the 
larger  loch,  seeing  in  its  greater  area  a  better  chance 
of  sport  ;  but  his  total  was  just  two  dozen  short  of 
mine,  and  he  could  scarcely  credit  his  eyesight  when 
I  unslung  my  basket  and  poured  my  catch  out  for 
his  inspection.  The  little  loch  at  once  rose  in  his 
estimation,  and  next  day  he  tried  the  "  Pot,"  but 
his  heart  failed  him  when  it  came  to  wading  out 
over  the  quaking  bottom,  and  preferring  to  nm  no 
risks  he  left  it  practically  unfished.  B.  B. 


A  WOMAN  IN  WADEKS. 
By  Mabel  Woodward. 


Now  that  "  the  high  tide  of  the  year  "  is  past, 
and  the  season  of  the  log  fire  has  opened,  I  have 
been  thinking  of  the  pleasure  of  the  departed 
Bummer  as  I  gaze  into  the  glowing  embers.  We  all 
know  that  there  is  nothing  comparable  to  the 
influence  of  a  log  fire.  Nothing  shuts  out  the 
material  world  more  effectually  than  the  glow  and 
warmth  and  beauty  of  the  blazing  logs.  It  is  then 
that  the  imagination  assumes  control.  We  picture 
in  the  dancing  flames  the  realisation  of  our  hopes. 


question.  If  we  are  "  born  f?o  "  the  consciousnesH 
of  the  gift  will  make  itself  known,  and  we  will  enter 
the  company  of  anglers  with  the  realising  sense 
that  we  are  where  we  belong.  If  we  are  not  "  bom 
so,"  a  few  tests  on  the  stream  with  rod  and  line 
will  settle  the  matter.  And  the  question  will  not 
be  decided  by  the  number  of  the  catch,  eithcir. 

At  the  end  of  my  first  day  the  bottom  of  my 
creel  was  covered  only  with  the  moss  that  was  to 
have  made  a  bed  for  the  trout.  Was  I  discouraged  ? 
No  !  That  first  day's  experience  led  me  to  believe 
tha;t  I  was  born  an  angler,  for  although  I  had  no 
trout,  there  was  something  in  my  heart  that  seemed 
a  precious  possession.  I  had  found  a  recreation 
which  was  satisfying,  which  was  delightful,  which 
had  no  blemish  or  drawback.  Yes,  I  believe  that 
I  was  "  born  so." 

This  first  experience  came  to  me  last  May.  During 
the  previous  winter  a  very  frequent  and  delightful 
guest  at  our  home  spent  many  evenings  with  my 
father  in  his  library  before  the  fire  telling  "  fish 
stories."  Unlike  most  fish  stories,  his  were  all  true, 
and  always  fascinating,  and  I  found  myself  becoming 
extremely  interested  in  the  subject  of  angling  as 
represented  by  these  two  lovers  of  the  art.  I 
presume  it  was  my  questioning,  and  my  evident 
enthusiasm  of  the  subject,  that  led  them  to  arrange 
an  early  tr outing  trip,  our  friend  planning  to  take 
his  wife  and  my  father  to  take  me. 


"  She  Liked  to  Fish  with  heb  Father." 


The  future  is  unrolled  before  us,  and  we  shape  events 
according  to  our  desires.  While  the  spell  is  upon 
us  we  not  only  map  out  our  lives,  we  seem  actually 
to  live  the  part.  But  aside  from  our  flight  of  fancy 
toward  the  future,  the  flames  as  they  change  in 
form  and  colour  turn  our  thoughts  backward,  and 
we  live  again  the  red-letter  days  of  the  past. 

There  are  two  experiences  of  the  summer  just 
departed  which  I  love  to  dwell  upon  ;  and  it  is  under 
the  influence  of  the  cheer  and  warmth  of  the  logs 
as  they  bum  and  crackle  these  cool  October  evenings 
that  I  seem  to  experience  again  those  seasons  of 
pleasure  and  delight. 

Yes,  unquestionably  those  days  of  May  and  July 
hold  two  experiences  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  I 
fervently  hop)e  very  many  times  repeated.  What 
was  it  they  held  ?  Why,  fishing  experiences,  of 
course. 

It  seems  odd,  now  that  I  think  of  it,  that,  as  a 
daughter  of  a  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton,  I  should 
have  lived  a  score  and  a  half  of  years  without  ever 
casting  fly  on  a  trout  stream. 

This  suggests  the  oft-discussed  question,  "  Are 
anglers  bom  or  made  ? "  The  venerable  Izaak 
tells  us  that  "  as  no  man  is  bom  an  artist,  so  no 
man  is  bom  an  angler."  But  again,  in  his  "  Com- 
pleat  Angler,"  we  read  that  "  angling  is  somewhat 
like  Poetry,  men  are  to  be  bom  so."  When  the 
father  of  angling  is  thus  contradictory,  what  are  we 
to  believe  ?    And  yet,  after  all,  why  bother  with  the 


Those  days  of  preparation  are  all  pleasant  to  look 
back  upon.  Mrs.  B.  and  myself  became  initiated 
into  the  technicalities  of  the  gentle  art.  Fishing 
before  had  suggested  a  fishing-pole  ;  now  we  spoke 
of  our  rods.  We  decided  speedily  that  our  interest 
was  centred  in  the  fly-book  rather  than  in  the  bait 
box,  especially  when  our  imagination  filled  the 
latter  with  various  creeping  things. 

In  a  recent  article  by  Mr.  Fowler  in  Forest  and 
Stream,  we  have  seen  set  forth  the  differences 
between  a  fly-fisherman  and  a  bait-fisherman  or  a 
"  plugger."  I  shall  say  nothing  against  the  latter 
now,  except  that  I  hope  no  woman  is  in  their  ranks 
or  will  join  them. 

Fancy  trying  to  observe  and  practise  one  of  the 
rules  for  adjusting  a  frog  according  to  Izaak  Walton 
"  Thus  use  your  frog  :  put  your  hook — I  mean  the 
arming  wire — through  his  mouth  and  out  at  his 
gills,  and  then  with  a  fine  needle  and  silk  sew  the 
upper  part  of  his  leg  with  only  one  stitch  to  the 
arming  of  your  hook,  or  tie  the  frog's  leg  above 
the  upper  joint  to  the  armed  wire  ;  and  in  so  doing 
use  him  as  though  you  loved  him."  Verily,  frogs, 
worms,  grasshoppers,  helgramites,  and  all  the  long 
list  of  live  bait  are  not  for  the  use  of  the  angler's 
wife  or  daughter. 

And  yet  the  question  may  well  be  asked,  if  a 
woman  shrinks  from  using  live  bait,  how  can  she 
experience  pleasure  in  catching  a  living  thing  on 
a  cruel  hook  ?    My  answer  is  framed  from  what 


my  father  and  his  friend  have  told  me.  They 
assured  me  from  the  beginning  that  fish  are  cold- 
blooded, and  tljat  the  hook  does  not  hurt  them. 
I  hope  I  have  not  been  misinformed.  But  the 
argument  in  the  matter  which  would  warrant  an 
indulgence  of  the  art  is  the  fact  that  fish  were 
intended  as  food  for  man. 

It  is  only  fair  to  acknowledge  that  from  the  first 
contemplations  I  entertained  of  becoming  an  angler, 
one  of  the  most  attractive  thoughts  was  the  charm 
I  knew  I  should  find  in  the  country  of  the  trout 
stream.  I  did,  indeed,  anticipate  the  pleasure  of 
the  motion  and  spring  of  the  graceful  rod,  but  little 
did  I  realise  the  sensations  that  the  actual  manipula- 
tions would  produce.  And  when  the  first  trout 
rose  !  But  there,  I  am  going  too  fast,  for  I  want 
to  say  a  word  regarding  our  preparations  for  the 
trip  to  Sullivan  county,  where  we  were  to  fish  the 
Willowemoc. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  purchases  in  making 
ready  for  the  trip  was  that  of  the  waders.  The 
gentlemen,  of  course,  as  old  sportsmen,  possessed 
everything  that  a  devotee  of  angling  could  desire, 
including  many  devices  in  the  way  of  tackle  that 
would  startle  the  gentle  Izaak  were  he  to  appear 
among  us.  At  last  the  preparations  were  complete, 
and  the  time  of  our  departure  near  at  hand.  A  dress 
rehearsal  in  our  shiny  waders,  with  cloth  skirts 
not  very  much  below  the  knee,  matching  in  colour 
our  blue  and  green  velvet  shirt-waists,  called  forth 
pleasant  compliments  from  our  instructors,  and  we 
were  glad  that  the  angling  habit  was  not  unbecoming. 

We  reached  the  little  station  of  Livingston  Manor 
at  twilight  with  no  evidences  of  spring  in  sight  or 
sound,  though  we  had  left  the  robins  and  the  early 
blossoms  in  Jersey.  A  drive  of  six  miles  brought 
us  to  the  Hearthstone  Inn  at  De  Brace,  and  a 
blazing  fire  and  hot  supper  were  welcome,  indeed. 
We  all  went  to  bed  in  good  season  that  we  might 
be  ready  for  the  wonderful  event  of  the  next  day. 
Early  we  marched  into  the  breakfast  room  with 
waders  on,  having  left  our  rods,  nets,  creels,  etc., 
in  the  haU,  where  we  could  speedily  grasp  them  as 
we  made  a  rush  to  be  off.  I  was  as  excited  as  is 
a  child  to  see  its  first  Christmas  tree.  Why,  I  was 
really  nervous,  and  could  scarcely  take  time  enough 
even  to  eat  some  mush  and  milk.  I  left  my  com- 
panions with  their  steak  and  hurried  out  of  doors. 
At  once  the  sound  of  the  stream  reached  my  ears 
— the  stream  in  which  I  was  to  wade.  Think  of  it  ! 
The  stream  where  lived  the  speckled  trout — the 
stream  that  I  had  been  hearing  of  all  the  winter  ! 

Yes,  the  bell  had  rung,  tjie  curtain  risen,  and  the 
test  was  about  to  begin.  Were  Mrs.  B.  and  I  "  bom 
so,"  or  were  we  "  to  be  made  "  ? 

I  refrain  from  recording  the  incidents  of  that 
first  day,  the  principal  reason  being  that  they  are 
too  numerous.  But  let  me  add  that  it  was  a  day 
of  great  delight.  There  were  no  mishaps,  no 
accidents,  and  no  trout — that  is,  none  for  me.  My 
friend  Mrs.  B.  hooked  and  landed  two  beauties  with 
the  grace  and  art  of  a  professional,  thus  doing  credit 
to  her  able  instructor.  It  was  a  C'ahill  that  did  it, 
I  think.  My  Coachman,  Upresume,  is  still  decorating 
a  stately  hemlock  ;  but  I  noticed  that  a  Professor 
was  tight  and  fast  in  a  limb  just  above  where  my 
fly  caught,  and  a  few  yards  ahead  I  observed  5Ir. 
B.  adjusting  a  new  fly.  The  novice  didn't  feel  so 
badly  after  that. 

Mrs.  B.  and  I  waited  with  suppressed  interest 
the  verdict  of  our  instractors  upon  our  quahfications 
to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  anglers  after  that  first 
day  with  the  rod  and  line.  Were  we  to  be  or  not 
to  be  admitted  ?  The  big  fireplace  of  the  inn  was 
crammed  with  logs,  and  we  relaxed  our  tired  bodies 
that  first  evening  before  its  genial  warmth.  No 
one  spoke.  Finally  the  stillness  was  broken  by 
Mr.  B.,  who  simpW  said,  emphatically,  "  Bom  so." 
Father  echoed,  "  Bom  so."    We  had  passed. 

It  is  hard  to  put  on  paper  the  sensations  that 
came  to  me  those  three  days  a-stream  ;  but  it  is 
not  hard  to  call  them  back  as  I  gaze  in  the  glowing 
embers  of  the  fire.  How  much  richer  the  memory 
is  for  having  had  those  experiences  ;  I  may  almost 
say,  how  much  richer  the  life  ! 

It  is,  as  dear  old  Izaak  Walton  has  said,  that 
"  angling  is  an  employment  for  idle  time,  which  not 
idly  spent,  is  after  study  a  rest  to  the  mind,  a 
cheerer  of  the  spirits,  a  diverter  of  sadness,  a  calmer 
of  unquiet  thoughts,  a  moderator  of  passions,  a 
procurer  of  contentedness,  and  it  begets  habits  of 
peace  and  patience  in  those  that  profess  and  practise 
it."  Trae.  indeed,  is  every  word,  as  all  those  who 
have  tried  it  will  agree. 
1     We  returned  to  the  city,  each  with  a  rich  posses- 
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sion.  I  do  not  mean  the  trout,  though  we  felt  a 
glowing  pride  in  the  beauties  wo  brought  to  those 
at  home.  I  refer  especially  to  the  tranquil  minds, 
the  restored  vigour  of  the  body,  the  experiences  we 
shared  as  companions  in  the  stream,  and  at  the 
noon-day  luncheon  on  the  bank.  The  purity  of  the 
water,  of  which  we  almost  seemed  a  part  as  we 
walked  its  rocky  bed ;  the  tonic  of  the  air  as  it 
came  to  us  from  the  hills  and  across  the  meadows, 
the  song  of  the  birds  as  they  called  to  one  another 
in  the  love  notes  of  the  spring  ;  the  tender  colouring 
of  the  new  growth  of  the  year  ;  all  these  influences 
we  carried  away  with  us — the  influences  which  are 
the  mainspring  of  a  pure  and  simple  life. 

My  second  angling  trip  included,  as  the  first, 
many  months  of  anticipation  and  also  of  prepara- 
tion. Again  the  principal  subject  was  that  of  the 
waders.  This  time  we  were  going  to  Michigan  to 
camp  as  well  as  to  fish.  The  question  was,  were 
our  waders  going  to  be  high  enough  for  the  wat«r 
of  the  Manistee  River.  It  was  finally  decided  that 
they  would  do,  and  the  boat  would  bo  near  us  if 
we  got  in  deep  water.  I  confess  that  both  Mrs.  B. 
and  myself  felt  a  little  uncertain  as  to  the  wading 
we  would  be  able  to  do,  for  we  noticed  that  the 
men  brought  what  looked  like  a  diver's  uniform. 
The  whole  body  was  covered  up  to  the  arm-pits, 
and  we  wondered  what  we  should  do,  rubbered  only 
above  the  knee,  and  with  short  skirts.  The  first 
day  in  camp  decided  it. 

I  left  my  tent  at  six  with  my  waders  on  and 
short  skirt.  The  men  appeared  clad  nearly  all  in 
rubber.  Our  camp  was  pitched  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  it  was  but  a  step  from  the  tent  to  the 
water.  I  made  that  step  with .  direct  intent.  I 
got  only  about  three  feet  from  shore  when  I  found 
I  was  getting  in  too  deep.  I  searched  for  a  shallow 
entrance  all  along  the  line,  but  the  bank  and  I 
were  still  too  close.  Then  came  the  question,  how 
could  I  angle  when  I  couldn't  wade  ?  I  was  sick 
at  heart  as  I  remembered  that  a  drive  of  thirty 
miles  and  a  three-hour  railroad  journey  separated 
me  from  what  seemed  essential  to  my  happiness — 
a  pair  of  high  waders. 

All  this  time  the  men  were  several  bends  below 
in  the  river  catching  the  trout  for  breakfast.  Upon 
their  return,  their  solicitous  inquiries  as  to  what 
had  happened  to  upset  my  peace  of  mind  so  early 
in  the  game — we  had  made  camp  the  night  before 
at  six — were  called  forth  by  my  long,  and  I  fear 
sad,  face.  My  story  was  scarcely  told  ere  one  of 
the  party  dashed  into  a  tent  and  out  again  with  a 
pair  of  extra  waders.  Then  some  one  else  dashed 
into  a  tent  and  out  again,  and  I  felt  as  if  I  were 
peeping  over  a  high  board  fence.  They  were  a 
loose  fit,  to  be  sure,  but  I  dida't  care  about  that, 
or  that  the  size  was  No.  10.  All  I  thought  about 
was  getting  in  that  river  and  casting  a  Reub-Wood 
for  those  speckled  beauties. 

My  breakfast  was  about  as  exciting  as  the  ojie 
at  Hearthstone  Inn  before  my  first  entrance  in  a 
trout  stream,  only  then  I  was  concerned  both  with 
the  waders  and  the  casting,  and  now  I  felt  thut  my 
whole  attention  must  be  given  toward  keeping 
upright  in  those  gigantic  leggings,  which  made  me 
walk  very  like  a  performing  bear. 

That  first  day  is  too  painful  to  reca&,  but  I  kept 
in  the  river  until  supper  time,  and  then  all  night  I 
walked  the  shifting  bottom  of  that  river,  done  up 
ts  my  neck  in  rubber. 

Well,  the  second  day  I  fished,  and  the  third  day 
I  fished — yes,  and  caught  some  beauties,  too — and 
every  day  of  the  two  weeks  in  camp,  escept  Sundays, 
I  fished  and  wore  the  waders. 

What  about  Mrs.  B.  ?  Well,  she  thought  she 
would  stay  in  the  boat,  as  Mr.  B.  felt  that  her 
1101b.  (she  weighs  501b.  less  than  I  do)  was  safer 
there.  The  other  ladies  of  the  party  didn't  venture 
into  the  high-top  boots  but  once,  so  I  was  the 
undisputed  wearer  of  the  extra  pair  of  waders. 
They  brought  me  more  pleasure,  I  am  sure,  than 
any  seven-league  boots  of  the  fairy  tales  could  have 
done.  Nothing  can  equal  the  thrill  of  walking  down 
the  heart  of  a  river,  following  the  current  and  your 
inclination,  and  being  able  to  place  yourself  so  that 
the  silken  fly  can  dance  out  on  the  water  beyond 
you— just  over  the  "dead  head"-  where  you  wish 
to  place  it.  / 

Yes,  you  know  hc'was  there — a  big  one.  At  the 
second  cast  out  he  rushes,  and  in  a  twinkling  the 
connection  is  made,  and  he  belongs  to  you.  There 
is  no  one  near,  the  boat  is  wailing  around  the  bend, 
but' you  smile  as  you  measure  his  twelve  inches 
with  your  eye  while  you  land  him.  It  was  the 
position  that  gave  you  the  chance.    No  boat  would 


have  answered,  the  cast  would  not  have  been 
possible  from  the  bank ;  it  was  the  waders  that 
did  it. 

So  now,  as  I  look  into  the  fire,  I  see  many  things 
which  bring  back  my  two  angling  experiences.  I 
see  the  surroundings,  the  charming  setting  of  the 
scenes  ;  I  see  the  river  in  its  motion ;  I  see  the 
sunlight  glisten  on  its  surface  ;  I  see  the  colour  of 
the  heavens  and  the  fleecy  clouds  floating  by  ;  I  see 
the  faces  of  the  friends  and  companions  a-stream  ;  I 
see  the  leap  of  the  trout  and  the  rush  for  the  fly — 
and  in  the  midst  of  all  I  see  those  big,  yellow,  No.  10 
waders.— jPor&si  and  Stream. 
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EastJxmrne. — Codling  and  cod,  plaice,  dabs,  for 
most  of  the  year  from  "boats,  and  on  the  extensive 
rocky  shoals  and  off  Beachy  Head,  pollack  and 
sometimes  bass,  April  to  November.  Boulder 
Bank  and  Pevensey  Bay,  for  general  ground  fishing. 
October  to  December,  good  angling  from  the  pier, 
but  poor  from  January  to  March.  From  beginning 
of  May  to  end  of  June,  black,  ®r  sometimes 
red,  bream.  Baits,  lugworm,  ragworm,  mussels, 
mackerel  for  bream,  herrings,  and  sprats,  and 
crab.  Boatmen :  F.  Hide,  18,  Marine  Parade, 
and  brother,  93,  Pevensey-road  ;  IDs.  per  day,  or 
by  special  arrangement.  Agent  for  B.S.A.  Society, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Soddy,  8,  Gorringe-road.  Distance  from 
I/Ondon,  sixty-five  miles.  Fare :  Saturday  to 
Monday,  88.  Hotels  :  Cavendish  or  Albion,  usual 
price,  lOs.  per  day. 

Seaford. — From  Beachy  Head  to  Seaford  there  is 
as  far  as  Cuckmere  Haven  a  narrow  beach  under 
the  cliffs,  which  beach  is  so  covered  at  high  water 
in  gales  of  wind  that  refuge  caverns  have  been 
excavated  in  the  cliffs  for  shipwrecked  mariners. 
The  bottom  being  rocky  to  some  distance  under 
water,  pollack  frequent  this  rocky  fringe  as  far  as 
Seaford,  where  the  beach  commences,  reaching  just 
west  of  Newhaven  Harbour.  Many  congers, 
pollack,  and  pout  are  caught  off  Seaford,  and  on 
the  smoother  ground  off  the  shore,  codling,  plaice, 
and  dabs.  On  the  smooth  ground  between  the 
rocks  at  Seaford  codling,  etc.,  are  caught  by 
throw-out  lines  with  or  without  a  rod,  with  lug- 
worm  or  mussels,  cuttle.  Three  miles  east  of  Sea- 
ford, the  Cuckmere  river  finds  its  way  into  the  sea 
through  the  shingle,  which  at  times  entirely  closes 
xip  the  entrance,  the  water  filtering  through  the 
beach.  This  portion  is  known  as  Cuckmere  Haven, 
as  it  forms  a  temporary  harbour  for  boats  or  barges. 
There  are  many  grey  mullet,  flounders,  and  eels,  and 
coarse  fish  higher  up,  and  ragworms  inhabit  the 
mudbanks.  Such  places  are  frequented  by  bass  on 
the  flowing  tide,  even  when  closed,  but  particularly 
so  when  open,  and  on  a  flowing  tide,  until  an  hour 
or  two  of  ebb,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  try  with 
a  single  hook  ledger  line  and  squid  or  cuttle  bait, 
or  even  a  piece  of  bloater. 

Newhaven,  Sussex. — Hotel :  Sheffield  Arms,  R.  P. 
Cutting,  68.  per  day  Saturday  to  Monday,  lis. 
Very  near  harbour  mouth.  Boatmen :  James 
Collins,  12,  Chapel-street ;  and  Captain  Wellstead, 
2,  Meeching-road.  Baits,  mussels  abundant,  lug- 
worms  only  at  spring  tides  by  deep  digging  near 
inner  end  of  breakwater,  and  east  side  of  east  pier. 
Lugworms  can  be  sent  from  R.  Robinson,  Harn- 
street,  Shoreham,  Is.  6d.  per  lot,  parcel  post.  Fish  : 
January  to  March,  codling,  flounders,  and  dabs. 
April  to  Jime.  plaice  and  whiting-pout  additional. 
July  to  December,  real  or  silver  whiting,  some 
pollack  and  codling,  and  occasional  adult  cod  and 
small  coalfish.  I  The  large  bass  have  become  very 
scarce,  but  small  can  be  taken  by  anglers  on  the 
flood-tide  with  the  paternoster,  and  shrimp,  a  small 
live  prawn,  locally  called  "  bunter,"  caught  in  a 
fine  landing-net  in  the  tidal  ditches  east  side  of 
railway'  station.  The  pit  at  the  outfall  of  MiU 
Creek,  under  the  railway,  is  the  favourite  place  for 
small  bass.  There  are  also  flounders  and  eels. 
Best  stands  for  angling  inside  harbour  close  to 
drain  outfall  under  fort,  and  at  breakwater  light- 
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house.  Boat-fishing  off  Newhaven  from  250  yards 
to  half  a  mile  off  shore.  A  good  cod  occasionally, 
some  mackerel  by  railing  summer  and  autumn. 

Rottingdean. — Good  general  fishing.  Bass  occa- 
sionally  from  the  gro3me  with  cuttle  bait  or  piooe 
of  mackerel  in  summer  and  autumn. 

Brighton, — January  to  March,  some  codling  and 
pout,  worst  time  of  year.  April  to  June,  dalw  and 
laice,  increasing  as  the  season  advances.  Blaok 
ream  from  about  May  8  for  two  and  a  half  months. 
Bait,  slips  of  mackerel,  lugworm,  and  soft  crab. 
Except  at  low-water  spring  tides,  lugs  are  best 
obtained  near  Southwick,  between  Jubilee  Bridge 
and  Portslade  gasworks,  east  branch  of  Shoreham 
Harbour.  Railway  station  at  Southwick.  Fre- 
quently the  lug  ground  at  Brighton  is  inaccessible 
at  low  water.  Angling  from  the  piers  and  groynea 
and  with  throw-out  line  for  flatfish,  bass  occa- 
sionally July  to  November.  Whiting-pout,  dabs, 
plaice,  real  whiting,  known  as  silver  whiting,  occa- 
sional red  mullet,  gurnards,  stinging  weavers, 
codling,  and  sometimes  adult  cod.  A  few  pollack 
are  taken  by  chance  on  bottom  lines,  but  good 
pollack,  mackerel,  or  bass  fishing  is  not  generally 
understood,  except  by  a  few  who  have  received 
instruction  elsewhere.  Mussels  are  gathered  from 
the  piers,  and  fishmongers  obtain  supplies  from 
Shoreham  Harbour.  At  the  east  end  of  Brighton, 
off  Black  Rock,  the  rocky  ground  extends  half  a 
mile  or  more  seaward,  a  haunt  of  bream,  whiting, 
pout,  pollack,  and  conger.  Boatmen :  G.  Young, 
Arch  65,  West  Cliff ;  and  F.  Jenner,  Medina 
Terrace  Beach,  Hove. 

Shoreliam. — The  same  fish  as  off  Brighton,  but 
having  the  advantage  of  a  harbour,  fishing  is  often 
followed  when  it  is  not  fit  to  go  out  in  the  open  sea. 
This  harbour  has  a  variety  of  natural  bait,  including 
soft  crabs,  lugworms,  mussels,  ragworms,  and  sand- 
eels,  in  Sussex  termed  "  wriggles."  There  happens  to 
be  a  special  facility  for  obtaining  the  latter  near  the 
middle  pier  of  this  harbour,  from  the  fact  that,  from 
April  to  end  of  August,  fishermen  from  Brighton 
with  small  meshed  seine  nets  take  whitebait  for  the 
Brighton  hotels  three  or  four  times  a  week.  In  these 
same  netS  they  constantly  also  enclose  hundreds  of 
sand-eels,  which  have  no  value  at  Brighton,  although 
so  excellent  a  bait  for  bass  in  the  harbour  and  for 
pollack  outside  in  the  open  sea.  Time  of  tide  to 
obtain  this  bait,  one  and  a  half  hours  before  low 
water.  Anglers  should  bring  their  bait-kettles  and 
fish  from  the  east  pier  head  with  a  float  and  line, 
sand-eel  bait,  from  one  and  a  half  hours  of  the 
flowing  tide  until  one  hour  after  high  water,  when 
the  float  should  be  removed  from  the  line,  and  the 
bait  be  used  in  the  ebbing  current.  After  this  time 
of  tide  the  lead  should  also  be  removed  from  the  line, 
and  angling  can  be  followed  until  one  hour  before 
low  water.  The  sand-eel  bait  must  not  touch  the 
bottom,  or  it  will  be  quickly  seized  and  spoiled  by 
the  harbour  crabs,  locally  known  in  Sussex  as 
"  Jack  Havells."  With  the  floated  line  flounders 
for  bait  about  3in.  to  3Jin.  in  length  can  be  obtained 
from  the  above-mentioned  whitebait  net  fisherman, 
and  can  be  used  with  success  from  one  and  a  half 
hours  after  low  water  all  through  the  flood  until 
the  end  of  the  first  hour  of  the  ebb  for  large  bass. 
The  hook  may  be  either  a  large  triangle,  a  No.  8 
Kirby  sea  hook,  or  a  5-0  Limerick  and  Kirby  river 
hook,  or  any  other  kind  measuring  6i  tenths  of  an 
inch  across  the  bend,  and  the  flounder  may  be 
hooked  either  through  the  shoulder  or  lips,  the  bait 
being  kept  at  about  2ft.  above  the  bottom  by  adjust- 
ment of  the  float.  A  male  harbour  soft  crab  is 
often  used  instead  of  live  sand-eel  or  flounder  for 
large  bass,  which  will  take  also  almost  any  living 
small  fish,  the  more  lively  the  better.  The  flounder 
appears  to  suffer  no  inconvenience  baited  as  above 
described.  At  four  miles  from  the  shore  is  the 
remains  of  a  stone-laden  wreck  known  as  the  Billy 
Boy,  or  Old  Billy,  in  seven  fathoms  water,  the  best 
spot  for  whiting-pout,  codling,  black  bream  and 
pollack  near  Shoreham,  but  no  catches  of  pollack 
have  ever  been  made  there  except  by  friends  of  the 
author,  who  have  taken  up  the  livs  sand-eel  method 
of  fishing.  Soft  crab  is  by  far  the  best  bait  to  be 
used  in  this  and  all  other  tidal  rivers  or  harbours  for 
flounders  and  other  harbour  bottom  fish,  which  con- 
sist bf  moderately-sized  plaice,  some  codling,  and  fine 
freshwater  eels.  When  fishing  either  from  the  piers 
or  from  a  boat,  the  bait-kettle  should  always  be 
lowered  into  the  water,  as  sand-eels  more  than 
any  other  fifh  suffer  from  confinement,  and  die 
quickly  without  the  circulation  of  the  water  pro- 
vided "  by  suspending  the  kettle  overboard.  No 
success  with   the  live  sand-eel  has  «ver  been 
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obtained  at  the  Billyboy  -wreck  -vdthout  the 
sand-eels  towed  alive  after  the  boat,  in  pollack 
fishing,  in  the  sand-eel  basket.  (See  Fig.  1.) 
Attempts  to  take  them  to  sea  alive  in  a  tub  or 
bucket  have  failed  to  succeed,  from  the  absence  of 
a  sand-eel  basket  in  which  to  tow  them  after  the 
boat,  but  the  author  and  friends  making  use  of 
these  baskets  have  taken  from  two  dozen  to  a 
hundredweight  of  pollack,  here  and  at  Kingmere 
Rocks,  four  and  a  half  miles  ofi  Littlehampton. 
For  boat-fishing  for  bass,  the  best  position  to  fish 
is  about  ten  yards  outside  and  abreast  the  end  of 
the  east  pier  of  Shoreham  Harbour,  beginning  at 
one  and  a  half  hour  of  the  flood.  Use  the  living 
sand-eel  at  all  times  when  obtainable,  whether 


Fig.  1. 

angling  with  a  floated  line  from  the  east  pier  or 
in  a  bo»t  about  20ft.  or  30ft.  outside  and  abreast 
the  east  pier,  and  to  place  the  boat  to  best  advantage, 
let  go  the  anchor  20yd.  to  the  eastward,  so  that 
the  west  going  current  will  carry  the  boat  to  abreast 
the  east  pier,  the  line  or  lines  will  then  stream  into 
the  harbour  mouth,  and  the  bait  will  have  an  excel- 
lent chance  of  catching  the  attention  of  the  bass 
as  they  enter  the  harbour.  At  slack  tide  haul  up 
the  anchor  and  pull  slowly  up  and  down  from  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour  as  far  up  as  the  timber 
wharf,  and  vice  versa,  until  the  tide  of  ebb  has 
fallen  a  foot,  when  there  will  be  sufficient  ciirrent 
to  stream  out  a  line  without  lead  from  abreast  the 
umer  end  of  the  west  pier,  when  after  an  hour's 
fishing  the  best  position  is  about  10yd.  inside 
the  east  pier  head,  and  20ft.  o£E  it.  In  rough 
weather  it  may  be  wise  to  anchor  higher  up,  as  the 
sea  breaks  sometimes  heavily  even  inside  the 
harbour  entrance.  All  the  ordinary  ground  fish, 
such  as  dabs,  plaice,  whiting,  codling,  and  pout,  can 
be  taken  from  200yd.  to  four  miles  south,  eastward, 
and  westward  of  Shoreham  piers,  and,  in  fine  weather, 
shore  boats  may  daily  be  seen  at  anchor  in  various 
positions  according  to  the  direction  of  the  wind, 
from  May  to  December.  Boatman :  S.  Maple, 
Norfolk  Bridge  ;  10s.  6d.  per  day  ;  hand  lines  only 
provided.  To  land  a  large  bass  at  Shoreham  piers, 
either  a  10ft.  or  12ft.  gafE  or  landing-net  is  necessary, 
or  a  D-shaped  net  2ft.  deep  should  be  provided  to 
suspend  in  the  water  against  the  side  of  the  pier, 
into  which  a  large  fish  may  be  guided.  This  kind 
of  net  is  useful  at  similar  piers  ;  it  is,  however,  much 
more  convenient  to  fish  from  a  boat  as  previously 
described.  If  no  assistance  is  at  hand  on  the  flood- 
tide,  the  fish  must  be  taken  in  as  far  as  the  inner 
end  of  the  east  pier,  and  be  landed  on  the  beach  ;  if 
a  good  fish  is  hooked  from  the  pier  on  the  ebb,  the 
only  chance  of  saving  it  is  by  leading  it  round  the 
end  of  the  east  pier,  and  landing  it  on  the  open 
beach  in  the  absence  of  boat  assistance.  The 
author,  in  most  cases  fishing  from  a  boat,  has  been 
able  to  assist  pier  anglers,  as  well  as  save  his  own 
fish.  Some  sport  Is  obtainable  at  the  east  pier  by 
asing  the  paternoster  with  shrimp,  lug,  or  ragworm 
bait,  but  pier  fishing  here  is  little  cultivated,  and 
as  Shoreham  is  a  quiet  place,  a  more  unfrequented 
pier  can  nowhere  be  found,  as  it  is  not  built  for 
promenading,  but  for  harbour  engineering  purposes. 
Hotel :  Bridge  Inn,  Mrs.  A.  Cox.  Mussels  abundant 
on  inside  of  west  pier,  and  in  the  river  channel  from 
abreast  Dolphin  Hard  to  above  the  Norfolk  Bridge. 
Mackerel  can  be  taken  under  sail  off  Shoreham, 
Brighton,  and  all  the  Sussex  coast,  both  close  to 
and  miles  from  shore,  en  route  to-  and  returning 
from  the  bottom  fishing  grounds,  but  as  Sussex 
fishermen  do  not  give  attention  to  mackerel  or 
pollack  hook  fishing  as  a  rule,  sea-anglers  must 
provide  their  own  gear,  not  omitting  the  Plymouth 
silver  spinners  and  spinning  india-rubber  sand-eels. 
Many  small  congers  aVjout  Shoreham  piers.  As  I 
have  hful  boating  expt-riences  extending  over  sixty 
years,  the  readier  will  not,  I  hope,  take  umbrage 
at  the  following  remarks  in  regard  to  Shoreham 
Harbour.  It  is  a  place  possessed  of  many  privileges 
as  regards  bait,  but  the  entrance  is  dangerous  in 
anything  like  bad  weather,  especially  during  ebb 


tide,  this  entrance  being  over  a  bar  of  shingle, 
with  a  depth  of  as  little  at  times  as  2ft.  of  water. 
Even  at  high  water  caution  is  required,  and  on  the 
ebb  a  breaking  sea  soon  occurs  quite  up  to  the 
piers,  and  even  inside  between  them.  The  line  of 
broken  water  is  plainly  defined,  and  keeping  to  the 
eastward  of  this  you  can  approach  the  east  pier  in 
comparatively  smooth  water,  when  a  few  strong 
strokes  with  the  sculls  will  take  you  inside.  The 
rule  is  for  strangers  to  employ  a  local  boatman, 
and  as  the  fishermen  are  well  experienced,  it  is 
very  rare  that  any  risk  is  run  in  any  weather  during 
which  sea-anglers  are  likely  to  follow  their  interesting 
sport. 

Worthing.— riS.  the  ordinary  coast  fish  can  be 
taken,  and  there  is  angling  from  the  pier 
for  dabs,  plaice,  pout,  or  some  pollack. 
Lugworms  are  abundant  on  the  foreshore. 
Good  bass  and  fresh-water  eels  are 
caught  from  the  east  groyne,  close  to 
the  Boat  Club,  occasionally,  and  also 
frequent  the  pier. 

Littlehampton. — This  is  a  very  good 
station  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Arun 
which  forms  the  harbour.  It  is  one  of 
those  few  places  where  grey  mullet  can  be 
taken  in  quantity  by  angling  with  the 
paternoster  and  ragworm  bait,  which  is 
obtained  from  the  oozey  mud  at  low  water  in  the 
harbour,  and  the  small  or  school  bass  with  an  occa- 
sional pollack  or  flounders  are  also  taken  with  the 
same  bait.  Sand-eels  are  procurable,  but  not  with  the 
same  facility  as  at  Shoreham,  as  no  whitebait  nets  are 
in  use  here.  Both  the  drift-line  and  float-line  can 
be  used  here  at  the  harbour  entrance  for  bass  as  at 
Shoreham,  the  former  with  the  living  sand-eel,  the 
latter  with  the  living  flounder,  which  bait  is  also 
found  very  effective  higher  up  the  river,  when  the 
flood-tide  is  running  fast  by  certain  points  well 
known  to  local  fishermen.  Mussels,  lugworms,  and 
soft  crabs  are  procurable  for  bait,  and  sometimes 
mackerel.  All  the  usual  fish  of  the  coast  can  be 
taken  in  the  harbour  or  outside,  but  one  of  the  best 
grounds  on  this  coast  for  black  bream  or  braise  is 
the  Kingmere  Ledge  of  rocks,  four  and  a  half  miles 
from  Littlehampton  piers,  abounding  also  in  large 
whiting-pout,  pollack,  of  great  size,  with  codling 
and  cod  along  the  edges  of  the  rocks.  Friends  of 
the  writer  have  here  had  good  sport  with  the  pollack 
with  live  sand-eels  from  Shoreham,  and  the  other 
fish  with  lugworm  bait.  Good  pollack  fishing  could 
be  done  with  ragworms,  both  whiffing  or  from  a 
boat  moored  on  Kingmere  Rocks,  but  pollack 
fishing  is  not  much  understood  in  Sussex  as  a  rule. 
The  ferryman  can  supply  this  bait.  The  Arun  has 
been  noted  for  grey  mullet  for  ages,  and  angling  for 
it,  owing  to  the  good  sport  attainable,  receives  more 
attention  than  any  other  kind  of  saltwater  fishing. 
Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  who  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  gives  a  large 
amount  of  very  comprehensive  information  con- 
cerning the  mullet  fishing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Sept.  25,  1897,  after  a  visit  of  a  month's  duration 
to  Littlehampton.  He  considers  July  the  best 
month  in  tha  year,  and  recommends  intending 
visitors  to  put  them.selves  in  communication  with 
Mr.  Widdomson,  a  resident  of  great  experience 
in  mullet  angling,  and  affability  itself  in  com- 
municating his  knowledge  to  all  who  may  consult 
him.  Messrs.  Brewer  and  Richards  are  also  noted 
for  their  great  angling  talent.  The  tackle  used  is 
a  stout  7ft.  rod,  running  line  and  gut  paternoster, 
with  four  No.  5  hooks  and  ^Ib.  pear-shaped  lead, 
bait,  living  ragworm,  obtained  from  a  railway  porter 
named  Carpenter,  and  a  long-handled  landing-net 
is  considered  absolutely  necessary.  Most  of  the 
mullet  are  taken  on  the  east  works,  especially  ofl 
the  beacon  at  the  end.  To  the  left  of  the  east  works 
is  a  pile  known  as  the  Dolphin  post,  abreast  of 
which,  and  just  inside  the  fourth  post  from  the 
outer  end,  will  be  seen  a  tree,  and  it  is  between  this 
outer  tree  and  the  beacon  that  all  the  mullet  are 
caught.  At  first  the  works  wore  filled  in  with  chalk, 
long  since  washed  away  by  the  sea  and  currents.! 
The  mullet  work  for  their  food  in  and  out  of  the 
holes  thus  left,  one  lot  of  which  lie  abreast  of  the 
farther  tree.  Until  the  end  of  July  boats  anchor 
outside  the  tree,  and  make  fast  to  it  with  a  stem 
line,  thus  lying  across  the  tide  of  flood,  but  in 
August  and  September  they  do  better  by  making 
fast  to  the  beacon,  and  climbing  on  to  the  stage,  a 
few  feet  only  above  the  water  at  high  tide,  but 
completely  submerged  by  the  sea  in  heavy  gales. 
As  to  the  time  of  day,  early  morning  is  the  best,  as 
at  Plymouth,  and  when  it  is  high  water  about  six. 


which  is  at  neap  tides,  the  most  success  is  expected. 
Regarding  the  rn/>dus  oj>erandi,  the  tackle  is  lowered 
until  the  lead  touches  the  bottom,  then  at  intervals 
of  about  ten  seconds  the  point  of  the  rod  is  smartly 
raised  about  2ft.  In  the  first  place,  this  renders 
the  baits  more  attractive,  and  hooks  many  mullet 
whose  biting,  or,  rather,  sucking,  would  not  manifest 
itself  to  the  angler.  Very  fair  angling  is  also  dono 
for  bass  in  addition  from  the  west  pier,  but  tho 
access  is  of  a  critical  nature  along  a  gangway  of 
about  18in.  width,  with  a  shaky  railing  to  rely  on 
for  support.  The  round  stage  at  the  end  of  this 
plank  has  been  much  frequented  for  both  mullet 
and  bass,  but  it  is  a  difficult  position  to  handle  a 
large  fish  from,  and  Mr.  Aflalo  observes  that "  largo 
baas  are  more  frequently  hooked  than  brought  to 
bag  from  the  beacon  and  west  works  in  general." 
The  positions  where  good  bass  are  also  taken  aro 
opposite  where  the  tug  is  moored,  and  the  bait 
used  is  either  a  soft  crab  or  a  living  flounder,  3|in. 
or  4in.  long,  used  with  a  jack  float,  the  bait  to  hahg 
about  8ft.  under  water.  Another  favourite  stand 
is  the  railway  wharf  above  the  town.  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  soft 
crab  is  often  scarce  at  Littlehampton,  on  which 
account  he  gets  them  sent  from  Mr.  C.  MacPherson, 
62,  High-street,  Southampton.  A  correspondent 
informed  me  that  he  used  with  success  small 
brook  trout  as  a  living  bait  for  bass,  but  they 
will  also  take  a  small  roach  or  dace,  which 
are  procured  with  a  cast  net  by  E.  Slaughter, 
Market-square,  Arundel,  who  attends  anglers  at 
15s.  a  day.  Mr.  Aflalo  states  that  at  spring  tides 
the  salt  reaches  above  the  town  of  Anmdel,  and  that 
the  large  bass  at  this  time  are  taken  with  a  small 
dace  or  roach  baited  on  one  large  hook  placed  jast 
in  front  of  the  back  fin.  Mr.  Aflalo  shows  "  A  Bass 
Pool  on  the  Arun  "  from  a  photo  by  J.  White, 
Littlehampton,  at  p.  143  of  his  book. 

Bognor. — Pier  angling  for  plaice,  dabs,  some 
pollack,  and  whiting  late  in  autumn,  and  codling, 
with  pout.  There  is  an  extensive  ledge  of  rocks 
curving  round  to  south-east  off  Bognor,  and  very 
good  pollack  fishing  in  their  vicinity,  and  some- 
times schools  of  bass  are  seen,  and  some  taken. 
Baits,  chiefly  lugworms  from  the  beach.  Mussels 
sometimes  procurable,  and  fresh  herrings.  Good 
fishing  for  braise  or  black  bream  from  May  to  July. 
Bognor  rocks  hold  many  conger  from  Jime  to 
Christmas,  and  many  medium-sized  pollack  are 
taken  by  moored  nets  by  Bognor  fishermen. 

Selsey. — Excellent  fishing  off  here  for  all  the 
usual  fish.  Accommodation  at  Selsey  Bill  Hotel, 
address  the  proprietor  via  Chichester.  Boatman  : 
P.  Laurence,  Selsey.  Fine  pollack  fishing,  bass,  and 
all  the  usual  coast  fish,  and  every  kind  of  bait, 
including  lugworms.  Boatman  and  bait,  12s. 
per  day.  Selsey  Bill  Hotel  is  nine  miles  from 
Chichester.  Vehicle  sent  to  meet  vi.sitors  by  ar- 
rangement with  proprietor.  Hotel  close  to  sea- 
side ;  board,  5s.  per  day  by  the  week.  Rail  from 
Chichester,  not  open  in  ^vinter. 

Hayling  Island,  Hants. — Bass  on  the  shoals 
known  as  the  Poles  outside  Cliichester  Harbour  ; 
also  inside  at  certain  spots,  May  to  November. 
Flounders,  dabs,  plaice,  bass,  codling,  whiting,  and 
pout  in  Chichester  Harbour,  April  to  December. 
In  Hayling  and  Bracklesham  Bays,  on  the  rocky 
ground,  pollack  fishing  obtainable  from  and  after 
Aprfl.  Excellent  mackerel  hooking  in  these  bays 
during  summer  and  aiitumn.  A  few  fine  mackerel 
sometimes  enter  these  harbours.  Baits,  lugworms, 
sand-eels,  and  mussels.  Soft  crabs  specially  good 
for  ground  fishing  in  harbour,  the  shore  crabs  finding 
it  difficult  to  rob  the  hooks.  Apartments :  G. 
Miller,  pilot.  East  Stoke  ;  Mrs.  Goodj^er,  Shepper- 
ton  Cottage,  South  Hayling ;  Mrs.  J.  Grady, 
Mengeham  Farm.  Boatmen  :  G.  Miller,  W.  Good- 
yer,  W.  Golding  ;  5s.  per  day  for  one  or  two  ; 
2s.  6d.  each  extra. 

Langston  Harbour,  Hants. — This  harbour  com- 
municates on  the  north-east  with  Cliichester.  and 
on  the  north-west  with  Portsmouth  Harbour. 
The  fish  are  the  same  as  in  and  near  CJhichester 
Harbour,  and  the  same  railway  station  serves  both, 
the  mouths  of  the  two  harbours  being  only  a  little 
over  three  miles  apart.  There  are  two  shoals  or 
poles  called  the  East  and  West  Winners  outside 
Langston  similar  to  those  of  Cliichester  Harbour, 
and  bass  can  be  taken  here  as  there.  Hotel  :  Ferry 
House,  and  boatman,  Bainell.  Bait  from  Mack, 
the  Hut.    Board,  Mrs.  North,  Sinah  Farm,  Hayling. 

Southampton.  —  Bait  is  often  very  scarce. 
Ragworms  fine  and  abundant.  In  addition  to 
floxpiders,  dabs,  plaice,  and  soles  are  found  in  these 
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Waters,  the  latter  only  exceptionally  taken.  The 
angling  rod  is  much  used  with  the  paternoster,  both 
from  the  quays  and  from  a  boat.  Mackerel  some- 
times visit  Southampton  Water  in  large  numbers 
during  autumn,  and  may  be  taken  by  railing,  trailing 
or  whiffing,  both  with  or  without  the  angling  rod. 
Agent  to  the  B.S.A.S.,  Mr.  Campbell  MacPher- 
eon,  62,  High-street,  who  can  give  every  information. 

Yarmouth,  Isle  of  Wight. — May  to  November. 
Bass,  pollack,  and  grey  mullet  off  the  pier,  quay, 
or  Yar  Bridge,  with  paternoster  and  drift  line. 
Ground  fishing  for  pout,  etc.,  off  Black  Rock,  and 
in  the  Solent.  Bait,  ragworm,and  silver  shrimps, 
found  in  tidal  ditches  near  the  harbour,  which  are 
taken  in  a  small-meshed  shrimp  or  landing  net. 
If  the  meshes  are  too  large,  line  the  net  with  gauze 
or  muslin.  Pollack  can  be  taken  at  the  rocky 
ledges  between  Yarmouth  and  the  Needles,  and 
there  is  at  times  good  bass  fishing  Twith  artificial 
sand-eels  under  sail  close  to  the  Shingles  Shoal. 
An  imitation  sand-eel  made  from  bass  skin,  about 
Sin.  long,  made  by  a  fisherman  at  Totland  Bay, 
has  been  very  successful.  Apartments  are  here 
obtainable. 

Cowes. — The  tides  run  so  very  strongly  in  Cowes 
Roads  that  fishing  is  much  hindered  during  the 
spring;,  and  the  slackening  of  one  tide  and  tlie 
nlal^ing  away  of  the  next  are  alone  fishable.  A 
pound  lead  with  a  fine  line  should  be  used,  or  even 
a  heavier  sinker  with  a  very  stiff  angling  rod. 
Neap  tides  are  not  so  difficult  to  deal  with.  The 
usual  ground  fish  are  taken. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FISH  STOEY  EXTEAORDINAEY. 


In  these  days  of  marvellous  fish  stories,  doubtless 
the  appended  humorous  narrative,  emanating  from 
Lake  Hopatcong,  New  Jersey,  as  published  in  the 
Sunday  Call,  of  Newark,  recently,  may  be  read  with 
interest.  However,  as  no  illustration  made  from  a 
photograph  of  the  purported  catch  accompanied  the 
story,  the  reader  must  size  up  the  narrative  from  his 
own  point  of  view,  and  believe  so  much  thereof  as 
he  may  please.   The  account  says  : — ■ 

"  The  versatile,  if  not  entirely  veracious,  Sam 
Gaffney  must  surely  have  been  at  Lake  Hopatcong 
recently,  for  this  is  a  story  he  told  yesterday,  and  if 
anybody  doubts  it  he  will  show  them  the  lake  where 
it  occurred.  He  says  that  Robert  B.  Kennedy,  of  this 
city,  has  been  stopping  at  his  cottage  at  the  lake  for 
some  days,  and  was  out  fishing  on  Friday,  being  an 
enthusiastic  angler,  and  on  that  day  he  fished  for 
hours  without  much  success.  The  bass  refused  to  be 
lured,  and  after  two  hours  he  became  disgusted, 
having  hooked  only  six  little  fish.  When  he  was 
about  to  reel  in  his  line  he  felt  something  drag 
against  it,  as  if  the  boat  was  moving  and  the  line  on 
the  bottom.  Lifting  the  rod,  he  was  startled  at 
getting  a  most  vicious  jerk,  almost  losing  the  rod.  At 
the  same  time  the  line  spun  out  so  that  in  less  than 
a  second  at  least  100ft.  had  run  off,  when  it  ceased 
running. 

"  Kennedy,  now  fully  alive  to  the  situation,  com- 
menced to  reel  in.  He  ot  in  only  about  10ft.  \\  hen 
off  went  the  line  again,  until  about  200ft.  were  run 
off  ;  and  this  was  almost  the  entire  line.  All  efforts 
to  stop  the  fish  were  useless,  and,  realising  that  he 
had  struck  a  very  big  fish  or  was  pulling  up  the 
bottom  of  the  lake,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  save 
his  valuable  rod  and  as  much  as  he  could  of  his  silk 
line.  He  pulled  up  anchor  in  order  to  get  nearer, 
but  could  not  do  so.  The  fish  did  not  appear  to  want 
to  get  away,  and  played  about  on  cither  side  of  the 
boat  and  within  100ft.  of  it. 

"  Three-quarters  of  an  hour  had  passed  in  this 
way,  when  the  fish  dashed  towards  the  boat  and 
under  it,  coming  out  of  the  water  about  50ft.  on  the 
other  side  and  throwing  himself  fully  6ft.  in  the  air. 
'  Bob  '  says  he  thought  it  was  a  porpoise,  and  he 
became  really  alarmed. 

"  He  hailed  a  passing  steam  yacht  for  assistance 
but  was  not  heeded,  but  finally  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  John  Small  and  William  Loag,  who  were  out 
fishing  and  came  to  his  help.  In  one  of  the  fish's 
sleepy  moments  the  two  boats  got  near  to  it  and 
double  gaffed  it  without  delay.  The  first  dash,  how- 
ever, nearly  dragged  the  two  men  overboard.  In 
about  twenty  minutes  the  fish  was  in  shoal  water, 
and  was  dragged  ashore,  just  one  hour  and  thirty- 
five  minutes  after  he  was  hooked. 

"  The  monster  created  much  excitement,  and 
Fish-Warden  Beasley,  who  happened  to  be  at  the 
lake,  was  sent  for.    He  pronounced  it  a  blue-nosed 


shark.  It  measured  4ft.  Tin.  from  snout  to  tail, 
and  at  the  ice  house  it  tipped  the  scale  at  1631b. 
It  has  been  viewed  by  a  large  number  of  people. 
Some  of  the  natives  claim  to  have  had  knowledge 
of  it,  but  that  is  doubted.  The  fish  was  given  to 
Drake,  the  hotel-keeper,  who  will  have  it  stuffed  and 
placed  over  the  bar.  The  mystery  is  how  the  fish 
got  into  the  lake.  Suggestions  were  made  that  it  had 
been  carried  up  by  a  storm-cloud  when  small, 
another  that  it  had  worked  its  way  from  salt  water 
by  way  of  the  canal.  The  warden,  however,  thinks  it 
the  work  of  some  practical  joker,  who  brought  it 
up  in  an  aquarium  when  small,  and  put  it  in  the 
lake.  In  any  event.  Brother  Kennedy  wants  no  more 
such  exhausting  experiences.  He  can  now  rest  on 
the  honour  of  catching  the  biggest  fish  ever  pulled 
out  of  Hopatcong,  if  this  is  not  one  of  Sam  Gaffney's 
dreams. 

"  A  Newarker  to  whom  the  story  was  told  re- 
marked that  a  shark  could  not  live  an  hour  in  lake 
water  ;  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  blue-nosed 
shark,  and  that  any  old  shark  would  have  bitten  off 
Kennedy's  hook  in  a  second.  Without  seeing  the 
fish,  the  hole  in  the  water,  the  boat,  or  the  captor, 
he  said  that  it  might  be  a  bottle-nosed  squeam, 
although  he  had  never  heard  of  any  large  squeams 
being  caught  in  the  daytime.  They  generally  get 
them  and  wall-eyed  qualms  after  midnight  and 
before  daylight.  It  is  up  to  somebody  to  provide 
Drake  with  a  stuffed  shark.  There  has  been  one 
from  Bermuda  astray  in  Newark  for  over  a  year. 
It  was  stolen  from  a  back  porch,  and  last  week  John 
Gregory  was  employed  to  recover  it.  Can  it  be  ?  " 
— American  Field. 


BAIT-FISHING  FOE  GEAYLING. 
By  "  Halcyon." 

Like  our  Editor,  I  was  both  agreeably  surprised 
and  delighted  to  hear  that  my  favourite  fish,  the 
much-maligned  grayling,  had  found  such  an  able 
and  enthusiastic  champion  as  Mr.  A.  E.  Pope.  I 
have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  that  gentle- 
man, but  have  had  a  good  deal  of  correspondence 
with  him  on  grayling  subjects.  Mr.  Pope  puts  the 
whole  question  in  a  very  sensible  form,  and  it  is 
just  that  one  point  upon  which  the  whole  matter 
r^sts,  for  I  have  always  said,  and  shall  continue  to  do 
so,  that  so  long  as  anglers  fish  for  grayling  during 
the  winter  months  they  will  never  overrun  the 
trout.  The  Cumberland  Eden  is  a  splendid  example 
of  this.  I  have  fished  that  grand  river  for  trout, 
sea-trout,  and  salmon  for  nearly  thirty-five  years, 
long  before  grayling  were  introduced,  and,  although 
largely  infested  by  chub,  or  "  skellies,"  as  they  call 
them  locally,  I  could  always  reckon  on  a  good  day's 
sport  if  the  water  was  right.  Grayling  were  intro- 
duced near  Kirby  Stephen  about  the  year  1881;  for 
at  least  three  years  nothing  was  heard  of  them, 
and  taking  a  great  interest  in  the  experiment  from 
the  onset,  I  felt  great  disappointment,  but  my 
spirits  revived  when  a  fib.  fish  was  sent  to  me  from 
Kirby  Thore.  From  that  time  they  have  never 
retrograded,  but  to  my  astonishment  I  could  never 
hear  of  anyone  going  in  search  of  them  in  the 
winter  months. 

Some  four  or  five  years  ago  I  determined  to  give 
the  Eden  a  trial  in  winter,  and  commenced  opera- 
tions at  Temple  Sowerby,  a  charming  little  village 
about  seven  miles  north  of  Appleby.  The  landlord 
of  the  King's  Arms,  Mr.  Fumess,  was  amazed  to 
get  a  customer  in  December  ;  his  house  is  always 
full  of  visitors  during  the  summer  months,  but  he 
involuntarily  shuddered  at  the  idea  of  wading  in 
winter,  but  was  somewhat  reassured  to  learn  that 
I  had  done  so  for  over  forty  years,  and  still  con- 
tinued to  do  so.  I  made  some  record  baskets,  and 
the  old  lady  who  keeps  the  Bridge  Inn  at  Kirby 
Thore,  four  miles  higher  up  stream,  and  who  is 
an  excellent  brewer  of  mulled  ale,  talks  to-day 
about  my  achievements  in  the  depth  of  winter. 
Then  my  friends  began  to  accompany  me,  and  by 
degrees  I  worked  up  quite  a  nice  winter  connection 
for  the  inns  in  that  district ;  one  of  my  very  best 
pupils,  Mr.  J.  A.  Moxon,  and  I,  in  two  days,  three 
years  ago,  killed  105  grayhng,  weighing  68^lb.,  and 
his  son  Willie  has  also  had  some  record  days  on 
that  water.  Then  came  a  sudden  check,  the  Eden 
Fishery  Board  decided  to  net  out  the  grayling 
during  April  and  May,  just  when  the  trout  season 
was  at  its  best :  they  wantonly  threw  the  spawning 
fish  on  to  the  bank,  calling  them  vermin.  Why, 
if  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  had  attempted  such 


a  thing  every  grayling  fisher  in  Yorkshire  would 
have  risen  against  them. 

The  result  is  that  the  grayling  fishing  has  greatly 
deteriorated,  and  the  innkeepers  are  robbed  of  a 
very  welcome  addition  to  their  source  of  income. 
Let  us  take  another  instance  to  prove  the  truth  of 
Mr.  Marston's  admirable  footnote  Ho  Mr.  Pope's 
letter.  On  the  River  Wharfe  there  are  seven  miles, 
commencing  at  Barden  Bridge  and  extending  up- 
wards to  Linton  Stepping  Stones  ;  that  water 
contains  only  trout  and  grayling  and  a  few  eels  ; 
it  is  preserved  by  the  Burnsall  Angling  Club,  and  I 
have  fished  on  that  water  in  company  with  such 
distinguished  members  of  the  angling  world  as 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  Mr.  F.  M. 
Halford,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine.  On  June  21, 
1889,  I  killed  in  dead  low  water  and  under  a  brilliant 
sun,  forty-six  trout  and  four  grayling,  all  with 
upstream  worm.  I  said  that  I  would  give  up  when 
I  had  killed  fifty,  and  I  did,  although  the  fish  were 
still  taking,  and  I  had  other  two  miles  of  beautiful 
water  before  me.  That  day,  at  all  events,  proved 
to  me  that  there  were  plenty  of  trout,  and  that 
the  grayling  at  that  time  of  the  year  were  not  in 
the  water  frequented  by  the  trout. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  the'question  ; 
in  the  same  year  on  Nov.  27,  a  sharp,  clear,  frosty 
day,  with  snow  upon  the  ground,  on  exactly  the 
same  water,  I  killed,  "  swimming  "  the  worm  with 
a  tiny  float,  forty-four  grayling,  weighing  28^lb., 
therefore  my  readers  will  easily  follow  my  line  of 
argument  that  the  water  is  quite  able  to  maintain 
both  fish,  and  to  equalise  the  stock  of  trout  and 
grayling  is  not  to  lay  aside  your  rod  at  the  end  of 
September,  but  continue  it  in  quest  of  the  "  graceful, 
gliding  grayling  "  until  the  end  of  January,  or  at 
the  latest  the  middle  of  February.  The  record  of 
these  two  days  proves  conclusively  the  truth  of 
Mr.  Marston's  opinion  : — "  I  am  delighted  to  hear 
that  Clyde  anglers  appreciate  this  handsome, 
sporting,  and  in  every  way  admirable  fish — that  is, 
171  suitable  waters." 

About  the  year  1884  I  had  a  week  on  the  Coquet, 
Breamish,  and  Till,  in  company  with  my  friend, 
Mr.  Fred  Judges,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  At  that 
time  there  were  no  grayling  in  either  Breamish  or 
Till,  though  I  remarked  to  my  friend  that  they 
were  typical  grayling  streams.  Since  then  they 
have  been  introduced,  and  I  intend  shortly  to  give 
them  a  trial,  and  will  chronicle  my  experiences  in 
this  journal,  with  the  Editor's  permission.  With 
this  exordium,  allow  me  to  define  my  reasons  for 
arguing  that  the  grayling  do  not  do  harm  to  the 
trout,  when  they  are  both  fished  for  in  their  proper 
seasons. 

1st.  Where  there  are  tributaries  to  the  main  river 
the  trout  run  up  them  to  spawn,  and  the  grayling 
do  not  follow  them. 

2nd.  On  the  other  hand,  the  grayling  spawn  on 
the  shallows  of  the  main  river  in  April  and  May, 
and  from  such  a  coign  of  vantage  as  Burnsall  Bridge, 
I  have  watched  the  trout  gobbling  up  their  eggs  as 
fast  as  they  could  get  at  them. 

3rd.  It  is  very  seldom  that  grayling  take  the 
miimow,  although  they  do  so  at  times  ;  no  one  can, 
therefore,  call  them  cannibals. 

4th.  Trout  will  even  devour  their  own  fry,  never 
mind  a  grayling's. 

I  will  give  another  instance  where  imdoubtedly 
it  can  be  proved  that  trout  are  quite  able  to  displace 
grayling. 

I  have  fished  on  the  Yore  at  Tanfield  for  forty- 
four  years,  and  therefore  can  speak  with  some 
degree  of  authority.  At  that  time  there  were  only 
about  three  of  us  who  fished  for  grayling  during  the 
winter  months,  and  we  were  regarded  as  harmless 
limatics,  but  we  used  to  regularly  return  to  Ripon 
with  from  121b.  to  20lb.  each  in  a  day's  fishing — in 
fact,  I  once  made  a  bet  (in  1881)  that  I  would  kill 
56lb.  of  grayling  in  a  week  there,  and  accomplished 
the  feat  in  four  days.  At  the  present  time  the 
best  angler  living  could  not  do  it.  Why  ?  Because 
the  Tanfield  Angling  Club,  then  not  in  existence, 
have  for  the  past  ten  years  annually  turned  into 
the  river  5000  yearling  trout,  and  there  are  now 
very  many  men  who  fish  for  grayling  during  the 
winter  months,  and  therefore  the  grayling  have 
now  taken  a  back  seat. 

I  will  now  explain  the  modus  operandi  of  "  swim- 
ming "  the  worm.  During  September  and  October, 
follow  the  advice  that  I  have  given  in  two  recent 
articles  in  this  journal  on  fly  fishing  for  grayling, 
but  as  soon  as  the  nights  and  mornings  become 
frosty  and  the  leaves  have  been  swept  seawards  by 
the  autumn  floods,  then  begin  to  look  up  your 
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bait  rod,  and  have  a  stock  of  nice  bright  gilt-tails 
put  into  damp  moss  to  clean  themselves  and  become 
lika  inch  lengths  of  red  coral. 

I  recommend  nothing  less  than  a  12ft.  rod  for 
this  style  of  fishing,  the  butt  and  centre  of  whole 
cane  and  the  top  greenheart,  not  too  supple,  a  cork 
handle  is  also  warmer  to  the  grasp  in  frosty  weather, 
and,  of  course,  the  rings  must  be  of  the  upright 
type.  The  reel  should  be  either  a  2Un.  or  3in. 
centre-pin  Xottingham,  one  fitted  with  optional 
check  and  line  guard,  either  "  Bickerdyke "  or 
"  Booth  "  pattern,  and  th3  line  a  No.  2  plaited  silk 
of  best  quality,  oOyds.,  the  part  that  comes  in  contact 
with  the  water  being  well  rubbed  with  mutton  suet 
or  ■■  Ceroleum."  the  lattar  for  choice. 

In  a  coloured  water,  Hyd.  of  gut,  tapered  from 
Ix  to  4x,  may  suffice,  but  in  any  case  I  always 
use  3yds.,  and  to  the  end  of  it  affix  either  a  Pennel 
two-hook  worm  tackle  or  a  No.  10  (Redditch  scale) 
round  bend,  line  wire,  crank  shanked  hook,  tied 
on  with  red  silk,  well  waxed  with  colourless  wax,  a 
tiny  float  about  the  size  of  a  marble,  coloured  red 
at  the  top  and  natural  cork  colour  imdemeath, 
plugged  on  to  the  line  with  a  small  piece  of  wood  or 
quiU,  and  one  swan  shot  Sin.  or  9in.f  above  the 
hook  completes  the  outfit,  so  far  as  cockspur  or 
gilt-tail  worm  is  concerned  ;  at  times,  particularly 
if  the  weather  is  mild,  maggot  should  be  tried,  and 
the  only  alteration  in  this  case  is  that  a  No.  13 
Crystal  hook  tied  on  with  white  silk  be  substituted 
for  the  No.  10. 

{To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  lower  part 
of  the  river  is  very  much  coloured,  and,  as  I  write, 
it  is  only  possible  to  see  2ft.  down  into  the  watsr. 
For  the  river  to  be  in  good  order  for  the  week-end 
no  rain  is  wanted.  Sport  has  not  been,  good.  As  a 
rule,  bank  anglers  have  not  had  good  takes — 
Several  have  had  practically  blanks — -and  very  few 
punts  have  been  out.  The  upper  readies  should  at 
present  afford  the  best  sport.  Roach  up  to  1  lb. 
have  been  caught  at  Staines,  and  the  Withies  ac 
Wraysbury  might  now  be  worth  a  trial  for  these 
fish  and  chub.  One  of  the  latter  of  41b.  2oz.  was 
caught  there  last  week  ;  a  pike  of  14lb.  was  also 
taken  at  Marlow  by  Mr.  Thorpe.  Hone,  the  Staines 
professional  fisherman,  ha*?  taken  the  "  Black  Boy  " 
Hotel  at  Hurley.  This  is  an  excellent  part  of  the 
Tham3S  to  fish,  and  Hone  should  do  well  there. — 
F  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Cliertsey  Weir). — Mr.  Lorenzo  and 
Mr.  Zetler,  fishing  on  Dec.  3,  had  three  dozen  very 
fine  roach  and  dace  ;  water  in  wonderful  condition. 
Mr.  Freeman,  from  bank  on  Dec.  5,  chub,  21b.,  also 
some  nice  roach.  Jack  are  not  feeding  freely  yet. 
Sport  should  be  good  by  the  end  of  the  week  if 
water  continues  as  at  present.  Chertsey  Weir  is  an 
ideal  spot  to  learn  the  art  of  fly  casting,  both  salmon 
and  otherwise. — Arthur  Newham. 

Thames  (Henley). — Mor©  rain  has  fallen  before 
the  river  lias  had  a  chance  to  g^t  in  condition  for 
fishing.  Tlie  water  has  boon  a  very  nasty  colour 
during  the  week,  althougli  a  fairly  good  stream  has 
b?en  running.  Those  anglers  who  have  been  out  have 
met  with  very  poor  results.  The  river  on  Wednesday 
was  not  bad  forroaobing.  These  fish,  however,  are  not 
feeding  at  all  well,  and  to-night  there  is  a  lot  more 
colour  in  it.  The  prospects  for  week-end  anglers 
are  not  promising  vmless  we  get  three  days  fine 
weather.  The  Henley  Angling  Society  fished  a 
roaoh  match  on  Dec.  •(>,  the  Hon.  Sec.  and  Mr.  S.  K. 
Robins  being  the  winners.  Messrs.  Pither  and  Cox 
took  first  and  second  prizes  in  the  Working  Men's 
Club  match,  on  Dec.  4.  A  moorhen,  which  met  its 
death  while  endeavouring  to  swallow  a  miller's 
thumb,  was  kindly  brought  to  n#  by  Mr.  C.  W. 
Pryke  :  the  bird  was  quite  warm  when  picked  up 
just  below  Aston  Ferry,  the  fish  being  firmly  fixed 
in  its  throat.  Those  birds  are  great  poachers  of 
small  fish. — -Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Richmond). — The  principal  takes  are : 
H.  Brain  out  with  Mr.  Skiles,  141b.  roach  and  dace, 
several  roach  over  1  lb.  weight ;  out  with  Mr.  Oliver, 
in  two  and  a  half  h(jurs,  141b  roach  and  dace  and 
eight  bream ;  out  with  Mr.  Gordon,  in  three  hours, 
121b.  roach  and  dace  ;  Job  Brain  out  with  a  patron, 
171b.  roach  and  daco,  one  roach  IJlb. ;  H.  Manaell. 
average  takes  161b.  and  171b. ;  not  many  bank 
anglers  have  been  out. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Thames  (Teddingfton  Weir). — Water  in  fine 
condition,  and  fish  have  boon  feeding  well.  One 
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day,  Mr.  George  Chapman  and  Mr.  Adams  had  ten 
bream  and  one  jack;  one  day,  Mr.  Percy  Curtiss, 
fourteen  bream,  up  to  2^1b.;  half-day,  Mr.  Wheildon, 
four  bream,  largest  31b  ;  one  day,  Mr.  Vardon  and 
son,  seventeen  bream,  two  jack,  two  and  a-half 
dozen  roach  and  dace.  .  A  gentleman  in  one  of  ray 
punts  in  two  days  has  taken  eighteen  bream  and 
some  good  roach  up  to  lib.  Mr.  Sergent  Major  has 
taken  a  jack  of  51b. ;  Sydney  McBride  has  taken  a 
lot  of  dace  and  ten  bream. — Walter  McBride. 

Thames  (Weybridge), — There  is  not  much  to 
report  of  fishing  this  week  as  there  has  not  been 
many  anglers  out.  T.  Strudwick  has  had  several 
nice  takes  of  roach,  all  running  a  good  size,  and  H. 
Curr,  fishing  with  Mr.  H.  George  of  an  afternoon, 
ha<  likewise  had  good  takes  of  roach ;  best  fish, 
1  lb.  4Joz.,  and  several  bream.  The  water  is  in  good 
condition  for  all  round  angling. — Chas.  A.  Shaylor. 

Avon  (RingfWOOd). — This  river  is  now  a  little 
coloured,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  has  risen  about 
six  inches.  A  few  roach,  pike  and  perch  have  been 
taken  during  the  past  week,  but  none  of  these  fish 
are  well  on  the  feed.  Mr.  Mason  has  taken  several 
pike  up  to  101b.,  and  perch  up  to  l^lb. ;  Mr.  Evans, 
pike  up  to  91b. ;  Mr.  Clapp,  several  small  pike  and 
forty-six  roach  up  to  1  Jib.  yesterday  (Tuesday). — 
M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottisham  Iioolcs  (Waterbeaoh). — Fishing  news 
is  somewhat  at  a  discount  this  week.  We  are 
having  a  series  of  fogs  which  have  been  a  great 
nuisance  to  the  comfort  of  angling.  The  pressure 
of  burliness  at  this  season  keeps  a  quantity  of  rods 
off  the  water,  which  is  still  a  good  colour.  A  few 
decent  pike  have  been  had  lower  down  stream. 
Roach  very  quiet,  but  the  silver  bream  are  being 
had  up  to  1  lb.,  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Cam 
side  of  the  locks,  in  the  deeper  water.  A  punt  is 
required,  one  to  be  had  on  the  spot ;  also  live  baits. 
Angling  on  this  free  water,  with  settled  weather, 
looks  very  promising. — John  O.  George,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Very  little  has 
been  doing  during  the  past  week.  Heavy  rain  fell 
on  Dec.  5,  and  the  water  was  consequently  rather 
big  on  the  following  day. — Devoni.^n. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  have  sanctioned  the  variation  in  the 
scale  of  licence  duties  on  rods  for  trout  fishing,  and 
they  are  now  as  follows:  Whole  season,  5s.;  weekly 
licence,  2s.  6d. ;  day,  Is.  A  serious  assault  on 
one  of  the  bailiffs  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Con- 
servators culminated  in  three  fishermen  being 
summoned  at  the  Braimton  Sessions  last  week, 
and  the  Bench  rightly  took  a  serious  view  of  the 
case,  and  sentenced  the  three  men — J.  H.  Light, 
G.  Pow,  and  T.  Barrow — to  a  month's  hard  labour, 


whilst  they  also  received  a  further  month's  hard 
labour  each  for  assaulting  the  constable  on  duty. 
The  evidence  showed  that  Watnr-Bailiff  Lock 
and  Constable  Screech  rowed  up  the  Taw  in 
a  boat,  where  they  saw  the  defendants,  and 
searclied  the  boat  they  were  in.  They  found 
a  salmon  draught-net  very  wet  and  with  weed 
about  it.  The  defendants  then  pulled  violently 
towards  the  bailiff's  boat,  and  endeavoured  to 
upset  it  and  threatened  to  drown  them.  Defendants 
tlien  attempted  to  strike  the  occupants  of  the  boat 
with  an  oar.  and  also  threw  a  large  stone,  which 
grazed  Lock's  head.  The  defendants  denied  the 
assault,  bvit  admitted  that  they  went  up  the  river 
with  the  intention  of  using  the  net,  but  the  bench 
passed  sentence  as  stated. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  'The  unsettled 
weather  of  the  past  week  has  not  given  anglers 
generally  much  scope  for  sport,  but  in  the  Exe. 
near  St.  David's  Station,  pike,  perch,  and  roach 
have  baen  caught,  also  near  Exwick  and  Cowley, 
a  pike  of  15lb.  among  the  number.  In  the  canal 
but  little  has  been  done.  I  was  in  Mr.  Prickman's, 
High-street,  on  Dec.  1,  and  saw  two  set-up  speci- 
mens of  perch  over  21b.  each,  also  three  pike  of 
good  size.  Mr.  Prickman  tells  me  that  the  Izaak 
Walton  Fishing  Club  is  going  strong,  numbering 
over  sixty  members,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in 
the  west  of  England  increased  interest  is  developing 
among  all  classes  of  anglers,  and  the  different 
officials  in  power  are  doing  much  to  further  their 
future  success.  A  very  large  number  of  sprats  and 
herrings  have  been  caught  near  Exmouth  and  of? 
the  coast,  whilst  in  the  docks  some  mullet  have 
been  caught  by  the  rod  fishermen.  Messrs.  Cobley, 
White,  Worthy,  and  Popkin  have  secured  the  best 
fish.  Tides  this  week-end  will  be  more  favourable 
to  sport  if  the  weather  conditions  are  in  accord 
also. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — In  spite  of  all  the  rain, 
the  Lea  has  not  been  thoroughly  flushed  out  yet, 
and  in  the  upper  reaches  on  Wednesday  the  water 
was  still  rather  bright.  On  account  of  the  change- 
able weather,  few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week, 
and  little  sport  is  recorded.  Roach,  perch,  and 
pike  have  been  taken.  Late  last  week  one  angler 
caught  nineteen  good-sized  roach  (several  about 
1  lb  2oz.  each)  in  the  St.  Margaret's  district.  Few 
chub  have  been  taken  so  far  this  winter,  but  these 
fish  now,  for  the  most  part,  haunt  the  preserved 
backwaters,  where  there  is  more  cover  and  stream 
than  in  the  public  reaches. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Onse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  pike  and  roach  fishing ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fyson,  of  Luton,  in  two  days  caught  120  roach  and 
nine  pike;  Mr.  Winter  and  friend,  of  Thetford, 
caught  four  nice  pike  and  lost  nine.  There  have 
been  some  very  good  catches  by  other  gentlemen. 

 A.  ROLPH. 

Mtxigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  rimning  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  unsettled ;  thick  fogs  at  first  prevailed 
until  Monday,  when  rain  fell  on  Tuesday,  and  the 
fogs  cleared  away,  and  there  is  now  a  prospect  of 
improvement.  The  water  is  clear  and  a  nice  level, 
and  the  grayling  are  inclined  to  rise  better.  Angling 
has  been  slow  of  late,  only  a  few  fish  being  taken  in 
this  part  with  fly.  Next  week  if  the  weather  holds 
fine  grayling  should  be  on  the  feed  and  sport  had 
with  grasshopper  maggot  and  fly.  The  Pinsley 
is  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry.) — December  is  right  on 
us  now  and  no  ice  about,  for  which  anglers  have  to 
be  thankful.  There  have  been  several  gentlemen 
out  jacking  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  Gray  being 
the  most  successful  with  a  9f -pounder  among  his 
lot.  Mr.  Stanham  also  had  a  good  lot  of  sport,  but 
nothing  over  61b.  The  water  is  all  that  could  be 
desired  here.  No  one  out  after  roach,  although  it 
would  yield  good  returns  here  now,  the  place  being 
alive  witli  big  roach. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — -The  recent  rains  have 
only  slightly  coloured  our  river — not  sufficient  to 
make  it  good  for  reaching.  The  weather  has  been 
raw,  foggy,  and  very  boisterous,  also  intensely  cold, 
which  has  put  almost  all  fish  off  feed.  We  have 
had  pike  up  to  91b.,  and  roach  up  to  1  lb.  4oz.  On 
Dec.  14  we  (St.  Ivians)  fish  Huntingdon  at  Hunt- 
ingdon in  the  roach  final  contest  for  the  "  Cromwell 
Challenge  Cup,"  kindly  given  by  Mr.  W.  Dendy 
Sadler. — Edward  Collinson. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neoh). — These  rivers  have  all  improved  very  much 
in  condition  during  the  past  week,  and  are  now  in 
fair  condition  for  angling,  and  much  better  sport  is 
being  had,  and  improves  daily  with  the  state  of  the 
water.  Grayling  anglers  are  now  getting  some  nice 
fish  from  the  favourite  resorts  of  this  kind  of  fish, 
and  pike  are  also  now  freely  taken.  Samlets  are  by 
no  means  so  plentiful  in  these  streams  as  formerly, 
but  the  resident  water-bailiff  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  is  of  opinion  that  they  have  been  this  time 
more  numerous  in  the  Vyrnwy,  especially  that  part 
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of  it  between  Newbridge  and  Llanymynech  Bridge, 
than  they  have  been  for  several  years  past. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bnres,  Snffolk). — The  weather  lately  has 
been  very  unsettled,  and  although  we  have  had  a 
quantity  of  rain,  not  enough  has  fallen  to  discolour 
the  water,  but  enough  to  put  a  fair  stream  on, 
especially  when  the  mills  are  running.  Sport  has, 
moreover,  much  improved,  some  good  bags  having 
been  made.  On  Dec.  1,  Mr.  George  Root,  in  the 
deeps,  had  a  splendid  bag  of  roach,  241b.  in  weight, 
'  seven  fish  going  over  I  lb.  each,  largest  1  lb.  3oz. 
On  Dec.  2,  the  same  angler  had,  amongst  others, 
three  roach  weighing  4Jlb.,  largest  1  lb.  8oz.  On 
Dec  3,  several  anglers  were  out,  but  with  varying 
luck :  one  London  angler,  in  the  deeps,  having 
seven  bream,  largest  2jlb. ;  while  a  local  angler, 
fishing  the  Tannery  swim,  had  a  nice  bag  of  fish, 
but  none  over  r2oz.  The  anglers  fishing  the  shallow 
water  had  poor  sport,  one  angler,  however,  having 
a  tench  close  on  21b.  Mr.  George  Root,  fishing  in 
the  deeps  on  Doc.  4,  had  231b.  of  bream,  all  nice 
fish,  largest  31b.  A  few  pike  have  also  been  cap- 
tured, the  largest  I  have  heard  of  being  14ilb., 
captured  at  Wiston  on  Nov.  26  by  a  Colchester 
angler.  Gentles,  bpandlings,  or  bloodworms  are 
best  for  bream  or  roach. — W.  T.  Bainbridoe. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chiohester  Canal.— Fog 
has  baen  prevalent  during  the  week,  with  rain  and 
but  little  sunshine.  Rivers  had  improved  by  the 
opening  of  December,  and  a  few  anglers  were  out. 
From  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe  Mills  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove, 
among  other  fish,  secured  a  nice  roach  of  1  lb. 
12oz.,  and  a  chub  of  21b.  6Joz.  From  the  reach 
above  Fletching  Mill  I  hear  of  chub  up  to  21b. 
9oz.,  and  a  brace  of  pike  6Jlb.  and  431b.  respectively, 
and  seven  roach  weighing  61b.  2oz.,  the  heaviest 
fish  1  lb.  3oz.  From  the  Cuckmere  ;Mr.  T.  Chessell 
secured  a  small  pike  and  Mr.  F.  Holmes  a  few 
roach.  Chichester  Canal  is  bank  high,  but  has  not 
been  much  patronised  ;  a  few  bream  up  to  1  lb.  loz., 
perch  up  to  14oz.,  and  pike  not  exceeding  3  Jib.  are 
among  the  week's  captures. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
still  running  in  order  for  grayling  fidiing.  The 
weather  has  been  changeable.  Thick  fogs  prevailed 
on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  on  Tuesday  there  was 
a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  but  it  Ijas  cleared  away,  and 
the  sun  has  been  shining  brightly  to-day  (Wednes- 
day). Angling  has  not  been  brisk,  but  a 
few  rods  have  been  out,  and  used  fly,  maggot, 
and  grasshopper.  The  flies  for  use  are 
the  R.>d  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Willow,  Whirling 
Blue  tipped  with  red,  and  Silver  Twist.  Only  a 
few  grayling  have  been  landed  this  week.  With 
maggot  some  c  lub,  21b.  and  2 Jib.,  were  taken  in 
the  water  above  the  town.  Pike  continue  on  the 
feed,  but  no  large  fish  are  biting.  Several  small 
fish,  from  21b.  to  41b.,  have  been  landed  with  live 
bait.  If  the  weather  will  hold  fine  sport  should  be 
had  amongst  grayling  with  the  fly  next  week.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order, 
but  sport  quiet  on  them  at  present. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neig'hbonring 
Kivers. — Coarse  fishing  in  this  part  seems  to  be 
growing.  Several  rods  have  been  out,  and  on  the 
North  Tyne  sport  has  been  good  ;  two  good  baskets 
of  dace  were  killed  with  maggot.  The  Tyne,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Prudhoe,  fished  well ;  one  basket 
of  thirty-eight  dace  was  killed  swimming  the  maggot. 
The  Till  has  yielded  several  baskets  of  grayling. 
Mr.  Hodgson  killed  twenty-five  in  three  hours' 
%porm  fishing;  Mr.  Holmes  tried  fly,  and  landed 
eight  between  12.30  and  2  o'clock,  the  best  flies 
being  Red  Tag,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Black  Hackle 
with  bronze  body. — Henry  A.  Mubton. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — Since  the  last  report  we  have  had  a 
variety  of  weather,  and  a  lot  of  rain  has  fallen, 
consequently  all  our  Yorkshire  rivers  at  the  present 
time  are  running  fairly  high,  and  are  in  good  trim 
for  angling.  The  Yore  and  Swale  are  fairly  high, 
and  during  the  last  few  days  some  good  dishes  of 
grayling  have  been  caught.  Pike  are  also  showing 
very  fair  sport,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been 
taken  by  the  anglers  fishing  the  deeps  of  both  these 
rivers.  The  larger  roach  have  been  taking  the  small 
red  worm  well  in  the  deeps  of  the  Yore  at  Middleham. 
I  wanted  some  small  roach  for  pike  baits,  but  could 
get  nothing  under  Jib.,  some  of  the  roach,  also  rudd, 
running  up  to  1  lb.  In  the  lower  reaches,  at 
Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon,  a  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  grayling  have 
been  caught  in  these  districts  with  swimming  the 
worm  and  maggot.  The  River  Wharfe  has  been 
running  very  high  up  to  Dec.  5,  and  is  now  in 
excellent  trim  for  grayling  fishing.  Some  very  nice 
baskets  have  been  caught  at  Grassington,  Burnsall, 
Ilkley,  and  Colhngham.  Very  few  anglers  have 
b.=!en  out  at  Tadcaster,  owing  to  the  high 
water  running.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out 
at  Ulleskolf  and  Rythor,  and  in  strong  water 
bonie  nice  baskets  of  roach  have  been  caught. 


Messrs.  Harding  and  Thistlewood  have  had 
nice  sport  last  week-end  and  took  some  roach 
over  lib.  each.  The  River  Nidd  has  been  in  good 
condition  during  the  last  few  days.  In  the  lower 
reaches  at  Ribston,  Walshford  Bridge,  and  Hunsin- 
gore  some  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst 
the  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  The  Knaresborough 
Angling  Club  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their 
generosity  toward  the  Knaresborough  Joint  Anglers 
Club  waters  by  giving  the  grant  of  500  yearling  trout 
which  they  received  from  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board,  which  were  turned  in  on  Saturday  last. 
The  Knaresborough  Angling  Club  had  such  a 
good  yield  from  their  own  rearing  ponds  that 
the  committee  decided  to  put  those  received 
into  the  Joint  Anglers'  waters  between  Goldsborough 
Beck  and  Low  Bridge  stream.  Very  few  anglers 
have  been  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent, 
consequently  there  is  very  little  to  report  from  this 
stream.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Leeds  Amal- 
gamated Society  of  Anglers'  delegates  was  held  at 
the  King  Edward  Restaurant,  Leeds,  on  Friday 
last.  Between  70  and  HO  anglers  and  friends 
attended.  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft,  president  of  the 
Society,  took  the  chair.  Letters  of  regret  at  being 
unable  to  be  present  were  read  from  Captain  Key, 
Mr.  Howard  ("Dragnet"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette), 
G.  F.  Wetherell,  L.  Paget,  T.  W.  Redford 
and  D.  Langstaffe.  The  president^  proposed 
"  Our  Society,"  which  was  responded  to  by  the 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  N.  Green,  who  congratulated 
the  society  upon  its  success  during  the  last  year. 
He  stated  that  the  society  had  increased  its  mem- 
.bership  during  1905  by  no  less  than  about  300, 
that  its  members  now  number  clo.se  upon  2400, 
while  the  balance  in  hand  amounts  to  £302,  in  spite 
of  additional  expenditure  incurred  in  match  fishing 
and  restocking.  The  latter  item  included  purchases 
of  2000  perch,  1000  each  for  Roundhay  and  Tad- 
caster,  and  1000  two  year  old  trout  and  500  year- 
lings in  the  Wharfe  at  the  Pool  fishery,  of  which  the 
society  have  lately  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  lease. 
Mr.  Green  said  the  Roundliay  Park  proceeds  amounted 
to  £68.  He  thought  that  if  the  lakes  at  Roundhay 
were  properly  stocked  it  would  allow  of  a  sum  for 
restocking.  The  net  gains  on  the  railway  under- 
takings was  nominally  £12,  but  really  nearer  £22. 
He  expressed  the  regret  of  the  society  at  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  W.  D.  Roystoft  from  the  trea- 
surership.  The  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  Bairstow, 
afterwards  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors," 
regretting  the  absence  of  the  above  gentlemen. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Walker  (secretary  of  the  Sheffield  Angling 
Society),  Mr.  J.  W.  Hope  and  Mr.  Walbran 
responded.  Mr.  Walker  kept  his  listeners  inter- 
ested for  the  best  part  of  half  an  hour.  He 
said  that  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association, 
which  has  18,000  members,  attributed  the  popularity 
of  that  society  to  the  fact  that  every  member  had 
a  prize  at  their  annual  matches.  The  balance  at 
the  bank  during  the  past  20  years  had  jumped  from 
£450  to  £800.  With  this  the  association  had  added 
100  miles  of  private  fishing  to  its  list  of  waters.  He 
strongly  advocated  the  support  to  the  National 
Angling  Federation;  he  remarked  that  at 
Sheffield  they  had  a  strong  opinion  of  the 
duties  and  actions  of  the  Fishery  Board,  and 
on  the  necessity  of  an  alteration  of  the 
Fishery  laws,  and  it  was  only  by  united 
action  that  &  satisfactory  alteration  could  be 
obtained.  He  strongly  deprecated  the  taking  of 
immature  fish,  and  advised  the  Leeds  anglers  to  do 
something  more  than  talk  in  this  direction,  and 
that  without  delay.  He  also  thought  that  the 
Leeds  anglers  should  have  as  much  consideration 
from  the  railway  companies  as  the  Sheffieldera 
have.  Mr.  J.  L.  Hope,  of  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way, said  that  no  one  company  could  do  more 
without  the  joint  action  on  the  part  of  the  whole. 
Personally,  he  had  always  done  all  in  his  power  for 
the  Leeds  fishermen  with  his  duty  to  the  firm,  with 
which  all  Leeds  anglers  could  agree.  Mr.  F.  M. 
Walbran  also  responded.  During  the  evening  some 
really  good  harmony  was  rendered  by  the  Leeds 
Glee  Party  (Messrs.  M.  Smith,  M.  Musson,  F.  Chad- 
wick,  and  A.  Pickard).  The  usual  vote  of  thanks 
brought  another  successful  angling  dinner  to  a 
close.  Prospects  for  the  coming  week-end  are 
good,  and  anglers  can  look  forward  to  having  some 
big  baskets  during  the  next  few  days,  as  our  waters 
are  in  excellent  trim. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland. — The  spawning  season  on 
the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey,  and  suchUke  rivers 
is  now  about  over  on  the  mid-reaches  and  lower 
side  streams,  where  an  abundance  of  fish  has  been 
noted  on  the  redds.  The  floods  have  been  very 
helpful  in  moving  the  fish  forward,  and  as  yet  no 
severe  or  protracted  frosts  have  been  encountered 
to  interrupt  operations.  The  Deeside  District  Com- 
mittee had  the  matter  of  the  pollution  of  the  river 
before  them  on  Saturday  last,  from  the  various 


villages  between  Kincardine  O'Noil  and  Braemar, 
and  instructed  their  surveyor  to  draw  up  a  report 
on  the  matter  for  their  future  consideration.  The 
subject  was  before  them  from  a  report  by  the 
Aberdeen  Town  Council,  on  behalf  of  their  water 
supply,  and  to  protect  its  purity.— G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Waterrille  (co.  Kerry).— Heavy  rain  has  fallen 
on  many  days,  and  all  waters  here  are  in  a  high  state 
of  flood.    Reports  from  the  spawning  rivers  all  go 
to  show  that  spawning  has  gone  on  satisfactorily. — 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Unilinear). — 

The  tributary  streams  of  these  lakes,  owing  to  the 
exceptionally  dry  season,  ran  very  low,  and  even 
the  lakes  themselves  receded  long  distances  from 
their  normal  margins.  The  recent  rains,  however, 
have  so  far  raised  the  watercourses  as  to  enable  the 
spawning  trout  to  ascend  in  large  numbers,  and 
the  reports  from  many  of  the  district  water-bailiffs, 
with  reference  to  the  spawning  operations,  are  very 
satisfactory.  There  has  been  no  attempt  at  poach- 
ing so  far,  but  otters,  which  are  again  showing  up 
very  numerous,  are  killing  some  fine  fish.  Our 
pack  of  hounds  have  turned  out  a  failure,  being  too 
much  of  the  foxhunting  type,  and  not  adapted  to 
otter  hunting.  Two  fine  specimens  of  the  latter 
have  been  already  taken  on  the  spawning  streams 
of  Lough  Derravaragh.  The  lovely  River  Dale,  a 
tributary  of  the  Boyne,  and  one  of  the  ideal  trout 
streams  of  Ireland,  as  also  a  noted  salmon  hatchery, 
is  being  drained  and  sunk  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  millions  of  trout  and  salmon  fry  will  be  lost. 
It  will  take  some  years  before  it  can  again  regain 
its  old  prestige  for  angling. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Deal. — Boat  Open  Competition,  Deal  and  District 
Angling  Association,  Dec.  2  and  3. — The  conditions 
of  weather  and  water  were  perfect  on  above  dates, 
and  general  results  eminently  satisfactory.  The 
greatest  feature  of  the  contest  was  the  splendid 
number  of  cod  weighed  in,  and  the  large  numbers 
of  whiting  taken,  though  quite  60  per  cent,  of  the 
latter  would  not  reach  the  standard  size  of  half  a 
pound.  Several  visiting  anglers  competed,  and  Mr. 
McLachlan,  one  of  them,  figures  in  the  prize  list,  his 
day's  catch  of  whiting  amounting  to  121,  Mr.  Callard 
following  him  closely  with  116  fish.  The  weighing-in 
created  intense  local  interest,  the  prizes  being  very 
substantial  and  appropriate.  The  Borough  of  Deal 
Challenge  Cup  goes  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Whitlock  for 
heaviest  gross  weight  of  sizeable  fish,  and  other 
first  and  second  prizes  take  the  form  of  high-class 
rods,  the  third  awards  being  reels  of  various  kinds. 
These  prizes  were  awarded  to  the  successful  com- 
petitors on  the  night  of  Nov.  30,  at  the  Odd- 
fellows' Hall,  the  presentations  being  made  by 
Mrs.  P.  C.  Edgar,  the  wife  of  the  genial  chairman. 
Class  1. — For  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish  taken 
on  any  one  day  of  the  competition :  A.  E.  Whitlock, 
401b.  Joz.,  1st;  C.  Wood,  221b.  2oz.,  2nd;  W.  H. 
McLachlan,  201b.  3oz.,  3rd.  Class  2.— For  the 
heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  whiting  not  exceeding 
twelve  in  number:  J.  T.  King,  91b.  boz.,  1st;  W.  J. 
Reynolds,  91b.  5oz.,  2nd;  P.  C.  Edgar,  91b.  ^oz., 
3rd.  Class  3. — For  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of 
cod  not  exceeding  four  in  number :  L.  Fitz-Stubbs, 
131b.  15oz.,  1st;  G.  D.  W.  Adams,  131b.  lUoz., 
2nd ;  Mrs.  Clapp,  131b.  3oz.,  3rd.  Ladies'  Prize. — 
For  the  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish  caught  on 
any  one  day:  Mrs.  Inson  Kerr,  211b.  lOoz.,  1st. 
Special  Prize. — For  the  heaviest  fish  taken  on  any 
one  day  :  A.  E.  Whitlock,  141b.  8oz.,  Ist.  Affiliated 
Prizes. — For  heaviest  weight  of  sizeable  fish  taken 
on  any  one  day,  and  for  the  next  heaviest :  A.  E. 
Whitlock,  401b.  ^oz.,  silver  medal ;  J.  T.  King,  25lb. 
lloz.,  bronze  medal. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  water  has  been  so  clear 
during  the  last  few  days  that  pier  anglers  have 
done  but  little  by  daylight,  but  the  night  fishing 
has  proved  particularly  good  on  several  occasions. 
On  Saturday,  Dec.  2,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fawcett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox,  Mr.  Manico,  and  Mr.  Turner 
experienced  som^xhUarating  sport  after  dark,  and 
one  and  all  obtained  satisfactory  results.  Mr.  G.  Kear 
and  Mr.  W.  Hadlow,  of  the  Dover  Angling  Society, 
fished  for  several  hours  on  Dec.  3  with  poor  results, 
but  sport  again  proved  good  in  the  evening,  and 
many  catches  of  large  whiting  were  made.  Mr.  and 
Mts.  Cox  were  early  upon  the  scene  on  Monday 
morning,  and  had  obtained  a  decent  bag  of  whiting 
and  codling  before  8  a.m. ;  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puck- 
ridge  and  Mr.  Pierpoint  did  but  Uttle  throughout 
the  day,  the  water  then  being  unusually  bright. 
"Tuesday's  yield  was  very  small  until  evening  hours, 
when  the  fish  again  took  the  baits  readily.  No  one 
put  in  an  early  appearance  on  Wednesday,  but  a 
few  small  whiting  came  to  hand  in  the  course  of 
the  day.   Results  of  Pier  Open  Competition,  Nov.  30 
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and  Dec.  1  (Deal  and  District  Angling  Association). 
Class  1. — For  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish  taken 
on  any  one  day  during  the  competition:  F. iA. 
Puckridge,  91b.  2oz.,  1st;  H.  Pocklington,  61b.  l^oz., 
2nd  ;  W.  Waddell,  5lb.  13oz.,  3rd.  Class  2.— For 
the  hea\-iest  one  day's  catch  of  whiting,  not  exceed- 
ing six  in  number:  Lieut.-Col.  Synge,  31b.  lloz., 
1st;  Percy  C.  Edgar,  31b.  7oz.,  2nd;  Miss  Violet 
Wolff,  31b.  4oz.,  3rd.  Class  3.— For  the  heaviest 
one  day's  catch  of  cod,  not  exceeding  three  in 
number:  Mrs.  Allison  WolfT,  41b.  3oz.,  1st;  Mr.  F. 
Wolff,  31b.  e^oz.,  2nd  ;  T.  Turner  and  W.  C.  Cobb 
(tie),  21b.  lOoz.,  3rd.  Ladies'  Prize. — For  greatest 
weight  of  sizeable  fish  taken  by  any  lady  on  any 
one  day  :  Mrs.  E.  R.  Dodd,  51b.  13^oz.,  1st.  Special 
Prize. — For  hea\-iest  weight  of  sizeable  cod  taken 
on  either  day:  Mr.  E.  R.  Dodd,  31b.  4oz.,  1st. 
Affiliated  Prizes. — For  greatest  weight  of  sizeable 
fish  taken  on  any  one  day  during  the  competition, 
and  next  greatest :  F.  A.  Puckridge,  silver  medal ; 
Mrs.  A.  Wolff,  bronze  medal.  Large  numbers  of 
whiting  taken  during  competition,  but  most  of  them 
unsizeable. — J.  Richabdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Tlie  weather  has  been  very  unkind 
to  us  fishermen  this  week  ;  it  commenced  all  right, 
but  to-day  (Tuesday)  it  is  very  wild,  and  the  boats  are 
running  for  the  shelter  of  the  harbour.  The  docks 
are  swarming  with  mullet  and  pollack,  but  the 
constant  coming  and  going  of  the  boats  drive  the 
fish  out  in  mid  stream  just  as  they  commence  to 
take.  I  had  a  dozen  nice  fish  yesterday,  and  they 
seemed  to  be  in  very  good  condition.  Wlien  I  was 
in  London  at  the  Naval  and  Fisheries'  Exhibition, 
I  happened  to  see  some  dogfish  on  one  of  tha  fish- 
monger's stalls.  I  asked  him  what  fish  that  was, 
find  he  replied,  "  Oh,  that  is  rock  salmon."  And  I 
find  that  this  is  the  name  it  is  known  by  up 
country.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  a  much  better  name 
than  "  Sweet  William."  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
there  is  a  better  demand  for  this  fish' now.  I  was 
down  on  the  barbican  the  other  morning,  and  I  saw 
about  a  score  of  men  busy  gutting  and  skinning 
these  fish  ready  to  be  sent  away.  —  William 
Heakder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — This  has  been  a  week  of 
variety.  On  Dec.  3,  about  twenty,  fishing  off  pier, 
hardly  had  a  fish  between  them,  but  since  that 
date  things  have  improved.  Whiting  have  almost 
entirely  left  us,  but  codling  are  in,  and  plenty  of 
them,  and  some  splendid  dabs.  Amongst  those  who 
have  done  well  were  Messrs.  S.  E.  Wilson,  codling  ; 
Ted  Bloom,  on  Dec.  5,  eight  codling,  9^1b.  (largest, 
l|lb.) ;  G.  Pate,  twenty  good  codling  ;  Arthur  Coles, 
three  good  dabs  going  41b.  ;  C.  Spinks  codling  up 
to  21b.  ;  Messrs.  H.  Potter  and  Houghton  have  also 
done  well.  Backwater  fishing  is  very  slow. — J.  R. 
Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafiotts,  cfc. 

^  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  : — Izaak  Walton  A.S.,  £1  7s.  ;  Spread 
Eagle  A.S.,  10s.  6d.  ;  Walthamstow  Brothers, 
£7  93.  ;  Newbury  Piscatorials,  18s.  2d.  Competition 
prizes  will  be  distributed  on  Thursday  next'(Dec.  14), 
at  the  Portobello  Tavern,  Portobello-road,  Netting 
Hill.  A  concert  will  be  given,  commencing  at 
8.30  p.m.  The  lowest  weight  taking  a  prize  is  8Joz. — 
W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 
Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  Nov.  29  (Mr.  E.  Blagrave  in  the  chair)  three 
gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership  ;  the 
conditions  for  our  Christmas  match  were  discussed  • 
and  the  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  read  certain  corre- 
spondence, including  applications  for  particulars  of 
the  society's  fishery,  etc.  Fishing  results  show  that 
members  have  been  fairly  successful  recently.  Mr. 
Holmes  landed  a  pike  of  lOlb.  14oz.  from  the  Lea. 
On  Nov.  29  Mr.  Moffatt  had  over  a  dozen  nice  roach 
at  Harefield  up  to  1  lb.  Out  Christmas  competition 
was  fished  at  Harefield  on  Dec.  3,  when  a  good  many 
members  turned  out,  but  the  weather  was  unpro- 
pitious  ;  however,  Messrs.  H.  Adams,  Norman,  and 
VVilk  inson  brought  up  perch  ;  Messrs.  Gobell  and 
Wiikins,  dace  ;  and  others  also  had  fish,  but  the 
'■  bags  "  were  small  ;  and  as  all  the  prizes  were  not 
taken  the  remainder  will  be  competed  for  on  Doc.  10, 
Mr.  Norman  was  first,  and  Mr.  Gobell  second.  Mr. 
Burnett  had  a  jack  of  41b.  6oz.  on  the  same  day  also 
at  Harefield  ;  and  Messrs.  Bainton  and  Barnes 
secured  some  fair-sized  roach  from  a  certain  part  of 
the  Colne.  Mr.  Gobell  qualified  for  the  fourth  round 
of  the  Club  Cup.    There  will  be  a  concert  at  our 

London  headquarters  on  Dec.  21,  at  8.30  p  m  

K.  B.  ^ 
Briny  Anoleb.s'  Association. 

The  concert  and  lantern  lecture  on  sea  fishing, 
which  took  place  on  Nov.  27,  proved  a  great  success. 
Our  ChrifltmaB  prize  outing  will  take  place  at 
Brighton  on  Dec.  17.  On  Dec.  3  Meesrs.  Westwood 


ANGLING  SCENES  BY  LOCH  AND  EIVER8IDE. 

From  Pen  and  Ink  Sketches  by  the  late  K,  J.  Fvnlay. 


Fly-Dressing. 
Stout  Party:  "What  do  you  think  of.that?" 

Swell  Friend  (prophetically) :  "  Pooh !  nothing  but  a  kelt  would  look  at  such  a  thing.'' 


OuB  Friend  Tries  his  Pet  Fly. 


Stout  Party  (gaily) :  "  I  have  caught  a  very  long  salmon ! " 

Keeper:  "That's  a  ful  fish  and  a  kelt;  and  ye  maun  be  fined  five  pund  "  [his  jaw  drops). 


Douglas,  Jones,  and  Ryan  had  very  good  catches  at 
Brighton — baskets  of  201b.  and  upwards. — Asst. 
Hon.  Sec.  » 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Although  no  large  fish  were  shown  like  last  week's 
181b.  pike,  taken  by  Mr.  Loneon  at  Ringwood,  a  very 
enjoyable  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  on 
Dec.  5,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard. 
There  were  many  fishing  reports,  but  catches  gene- 
rally were  on  a  .strictly  moderate  scale..  However, 
Mr.  W.  Mcintosh  had  taken  half-a-dozen  jack  up  to 
41b.  from  private  water  ;  Mr.  Green  having  three 
smaller  jack  from  Wraysbury,  whilst  Mr.  Merritt 
had  succeeded  in  taking  one  of  2  Jlb.  at  Elstree  ;  Mr. 
Cox,  jun.,  two  perch  from  Tilehurst  ;  and  Messrs. 
Lee  and  Ernest  Orpin,  five  bream  up  to  lilb.,  from 
Burwell.  As  regards  sea  fishing  Messrs.  Gilbert  and 
Begernie,  at  Southend,  had  taken  over  two  dozen 
dabs,  whilst  Mr.  Jesse  Birch,  more  or  less  in  same 
locality,  only  succeeded  in  taking  two  flatfish  by 
rod  and  line,  although  fish  were  very  plentiful 
and  easily  captured  by  hand-nets.  Messrs.  Clark  and 
Worsloy,  also  at  Leigh,  took  five  very  good 
flounders  ;  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Wolff  had  been 
particularly  successful  at  Deal,  each  of  them  taking 
a  prize  in  a  local  competition.  Respecting  outing  to 
Newhaven  on  Dec.  9  and  10,  it  was  arranged  that  the 


majority  of  the  participants  should  travel  by 
5.5  p.m.  train  from  London  Bridge  to  Lewes.  It  was 
announced  that  there  would  be  a  musical  evening 
on  Tuesday  next  (Dec.  12),  when  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  has 
charge  of  the  arrangements,  and  who  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  members  wishing  to  assist  ;  also  that 
on  Tuesday  (Dec.  19)  there  would  be  an  informal 
supper  at  7  p.m.,  previous  to  hearing  a  paper  read 
by  Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez.  Those  -wishing  to  be  present 
should  communicate  at  once  with  Mr.  T.  Gilbert — • 
who  is  arranging — at  "  Ingleside,"  Boston  Avenue, 
Southend,  llr.  Gilbert  presented  the  society  -with  a 
valuable  oil  painting  to  be  awarded  as  a  prize  for 
the  three  best  roach  taken  on  a  Tuesday  at  Wrays- 
bury, up  to  the  end  of  the  season.  After  considerable 
discussion  as  to  conditions  upon  which  Mr.  Mar- 
tinez's valuable  cup  should  be  awarded  as  a  pike 
prize,  but  which  matter  was  adjourned,  the  usual 
C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  specially  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman,  closed  an  exceedingly  pleasant 
n\eeting. — -Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Anglino  Society. 
Mr.  Mark  Davies  presided  over  the  committee,  and 
Mr.  W.  Dick  over  the  ordinary  meeting  on  Tuesday 
last.  The  question  of  restocking  the  Kelvedon  and 
Chesham  waters  was  gone  into,  and  inquiries  for 
suitable   fish   are   bemg   made.    A   report  was 
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received  from  tlie  keeper  at  Chesliam  with  regard 
to  the  spawning  which  is  now  in  progress,  a 
good  head  of  fisli  showing  on  the  spawning  beds. 
It  is  doubtful  if  the  proposed  alterations  in  the 
rules  will  be  submitted  at  the  annual  general  meet- 
ing in  January  next.  Probably  a  special  meeting 
will  be  convened  to  deal  with  this  matter  only,  but 
of  this  due  notice  will  be  given  to  each  member. 
The  proposed  alterations,  however,  will  be  placed 
on  the  table  of  the  society's  rooms  »n  the  19th 
inst.  The  changeable  weather  has  kept  members 
from  venturing  out,  and  reports  relating  to  fijhing 
are  conspicuous  by  their  absence. — Hon.  Skc. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Since  our  last  report  quite  a  number  of  members 
have  braved  the  elements  with  varying  success. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  has  recorded  pike  (largest,  8 Jib.), 
Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  a  decent  take  of  pike  and  roach 
(largest  pike,  Gib.),  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  pike,  and 
Mr.  G.  H.  Rayner  reported  some  pike  and  dace  from 
the  Avon,  which  he  stated  was  quite  out  of  con- 
dition for  fishing.  In  response  to  the  request  of 
many  members  and  friends,  Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefiold 
has  kindly  consented  to  repeat  his  lecture  on  and 
exhibition  of  "  Practical  Taxidermy  "  at  an  early 
date  at  the  headquarters  of  the  society.  The  mas- 
terly manner  with  which  Mr.  Soholefield  deals  with 
this  subject  will  ensure  him  a  "  full  house,"  and  the 
many  cases  on  our  walls  prove  his  practical  ability. 
— G.  R. 

Palmerston  Angling  Society. 
The  autumn  dinner  of  this  society  was  held  at 
Simpson's,  Strand,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  C. 
A.  Body,  on  Friday,  Dec.  1,  when  close  on  100 
members  and  their  friends  did  full  justice  to  the 
excellent  Simpsonian  fare  provided.  The  chairman 
in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  Pal- 
merston Angling  Society,' '  dwelt  on  the  rapid  growth 
and  success  of  the  society,  and  related  some  amusing 
experiences  of  a  visit  to  Welney,  where  the  society's 
waters  and  club-house  are  situated.  Tlie  club-house 
and  waters  had  been  extensively  patronised,  and  from 
Welney  Pits  alone  over  4500  fish  had  been  taken 
this  season.  The  toast  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  S. 
Lamert,  who  seemed  inclined  to  deplore  the  society's 
departure  from  the  more  primitive  custom  5  which 
characterised  its  early  days  when  more  simple  fare 
and  tankards  of  ale  were  the  rule.  Mr.  Lamert  also 
alluded  to  the  difficulty  which  the  executive  were 
meeting  with  in  their  efforts  to  find  a  suitable  water 
near  town,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  their 
perseverance  would  soon  be  rewarded.  The  toast 
of  "  The  Visitors,"  proposed  in  felicitous  terms  by 
Mr.  J.  Richardson,  was  responded  to  by  Major 
Harris  and  Mr.  D.  O.  Croal,  who  both  gave  a 
certain  local  colour  to  the  proceedings  by  relating 
several  astonishing  experiences  of  fishing  expedi- 
tions. The  toast  of  "  The  Chairman  "  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  A.  R.  Newman,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Body  in  his 
reply  expressed  his  lively  pleasure  in  occupying 
the  chair,  and  looked  forward  to  future  meetings 
of  the  society  when  ne  would  be  present  in  a 
less  onerous  capacity.  During  the  evening  an 
excellent  programme  of  music  was  performed 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Charles  Bulwar,  and 
contributed  to  by  Mr.  Thorpe  Bates,  Mr.  Finlay 
Dunn,  Mr.  Will  Graham,  and  Mr.  Harry  Hall.  Mr. 
Bulwar  himself  contributed  a  mystifying  series  of 
conjuring  tricks  and  a  ventriloquial  entertainment, 
the  proceedings  terminating  with  the  utmost  enthu- 
siasm.— P.  Vandebvell,  Hon.  Sec. 

PiscATOBiAL  Society. 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  was  chairman  at  the  meet- 
ing on  Dec.  4.  After  the  ordinary  business  had 
been  transacted,  the  chairman  called  on  those 
present  to  give  their  angling  experiences,  but 
with  the  exception  of  Messrs.  W.  G.  Fletcher  and 
M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  no  one  had  been  out.  The 
last-named  gentleman  had  taken  a  few  roach 
from  the  Uxbridge  water.  The  Diploma  of  Honour 
awarded  to  the  society  for  the  exhibit  of  preserved 
fish  was  received  from  the  Naval  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Mr.  W.  D.  Coggeshall  presented  to  the 
society  a  set  of  prints  on  angling  subjects,  and  Dr. 

C.  Shoppee  five  volumes  on  American  fisheries 
and  fishes.    A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 

to  the  donors  for  their  kind  gifts. — Hon.  Sec,  pro 

em. 

Watford  Piscators. 
The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  above  was 
held  on  Dec.  2  at  the  Maiden  Hotel.  The  minutes 
having  been  read  and  confirmed,  and  the  other 
business  disposed  of,  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee and  a  few  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
supper,  which  was  presided  over  by  the  hon.  secre- 
tary, who  was  ably  supported  by  Mr.  James  Rae, 
in  the  vice-chair.  The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Allen,  very  ably  discoursed  sweet  music,  and  songs 
were  given  by  Messrs.  Star,  Edmunds,  Rae,  Peacock, 
Miles,  and  Spilman,  the  "Hibernian  Humorist" 
creating  roars  of  laughter. — Hon.  Sec. 


LEEDS  ANGLERS  AT  DINNER. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Leeds  and  District 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  was  held  at  the 
King  Edward  Restaurant  on  Friday  evening, 
Dec.  1,  when  close  upon  a  hundred  members  and 
friends  were  present.  Mr.  Tom  Foxcroft,  the 
president  of  the  society,  occupied  the  chair.  The 
society  has  tho  fishing  at  Roundhay  Park,  from 
Pool  to  Weeton,  and  at  Tadcaster  on  the  Wharfe, 
at  Hammerton  on  the  Nidd,  and  at  Acaster  and 
Raburn  oft  the  Ouse.  During  the  fifteen  years  of 
the  society's  existence  £1100  had  b.'en  expended  in 
stocking  the  lakes  at  Roundhay  Park  alone  with 
fish.  The  society  has  lately  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  lease  of  the  Pool  fishery. 

The  president  proposed  "Our  Society,"  and  Mr. 
J.  N.  Green,  in  responding,  congratulated  the  society 
on  its  phenomenal  success  during  the  past  year.  The 
members  numbered  2383,  being  an  increase  of  over 
300,  while  the  balance  in  hand  amounted  to  £302. 
They  had  not  forgotten,  however,  the  restocking 
business,  and  the  charge  could  not  be  brought 
against  thenj  that  they  existed  only  for  promoting 
fishing  matches,  without  regard  to  the  state  of 
the  waters.  They  had  put  1000  two-year-old 
trout  and  ."iOO  yearlings  in  the  Wharfe  at  the  Pool 
fishery.  They  had  also  restocked  the  lakes  at 
Roundhay  Park  with  1000  perch,  and  a  similar 
number  had  been  put  into  the  Wharfe  at  Tadcaster. 
This  has  been  done  at  an  expenditure  of  £100. 
Their  restocking  had  caused  the  Roundhay  Park 
lakes  to  be  better  appreciated,  and  they  had  taken 
£68  for  tickets  He  thought  if  the  lakes  at  Round- 
hay were  properly  stocked  it  would  pay,  and  allow 
of  a  sum  for  restocking.  He  expressed  the  regret 
of  the  society  at  the  resignation  of  Mr.  W.  G. 
Royston  from  the  treasurership. 

Mr.  W.  Bairsto  proposed  "Tlie  Visitors." 

Mr.  J.  R.  Walker,  the  secretary  of  the  Sheffield 
Anglers'  Association,  which  has  18,000  members, 
attributed  the  popularity  of  that  association  to  the 
fact  that  every  member  liad  a  prize  at  their  annual 
matches,  the  prizes  consisting  of  useful  household 
articles.  He  strongly  deprecated  the  destruction  of 
small  fish,  and  said  that  if  they  could  only  cement  the 
idea  that  such  fish  should  be  returned  to  the  water 
they  would  be  doing  good.  In  advocating  support 
to  the  National  Angling  Federation,  he  remarked 
that  at  Sheffield  they  had  a  strong  opinion  of  the 
duties  and  the  action  of  fishery  boards,  and  on  the 
necessity  of  an  alteration  in  the  fishery  laws,  and  it 
was  only  by  united  action  that  a  satisfactory 
alteration  could  be  obtained. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Hop©  and  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran  also 
responded. 


FISH  FROM  THE  MAMMOTH  GATE  ON 
EXHIBITION  AT  NEW  YORK. 

In  a  tank  at  the  New  York  Aquarium  recently 
were  placed  two  little  fish  which  are  being  fed 
upon  the  larvae  of  the  mosquito,  and  it  has  been 
suggested  that  those  little  fellows  possibly  may 
solve  the  great  mosquito  problem.  They  come 
from  the  Mammoth  Cave  in  Kentucky,  where  there 
are  no  mosquitoes,  and  they  are  blind,  which,  how- 
ever, does  not  matter  a  bit,  says  the  New  York 
Times.  These  possible  little  benefactors  of  Staten 
Island  and  the  Panama  Canal  zone,  not  to  mention 
the  whole  state  of  New  Jersey,  may  be  seen  in  a 
tank  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Aquarium.  Mr. 
Spencer,  who  has  charge  of  the  freshwater  fish  at 
the  Aquarium,  was  in  doubt  as  to  what  kind  of 
food  was  necessary  for  tho  delicately-constituted  fish. 
He  knew  when  he  saw  their  transparent  bodies  that 
flies  and  ladybugs  were  out  of  the  question,  and  a 
closer  examination  convinced  him  that  even  the 
most  delicate  fish-paste  would  be  entirely  too  heavy 
for  their  tender  dige.stive  organs.  Then  Mr.  Spencer 
thought  of  mosquito  eggs,  which  are  said  to  be 
the  most  easily  digested  food  known  to  piscatorial 
experts.  "  That's  the  answer,"  said  Mr.  Spencer, 
and  straightway  he  went  to  the  covered  tank  in  the 
Aquarium,  whare  1.000,000  or  more  mosquitoes  are 
busy  all  the  time  laying  and  hatching  eggs  for  the 
general  edification  of  Aquarium  visitors  and  scienti- 
fically-inclined people.  The  blind  fish  had  been 
in  the  Aquarium  three  days,  and  no  food  had  been 
given  them.  Mr.  Spencer  dropped  into  the  tank 
half  a  teaspoonful  of  mosquito  eggs  and  enough 
larvae  to  produce  a  hundred  or  two  of  the  Jersey 
humming-birds.  A  half-hour  later,  when  an  inspec- 
tion was  made,  half  the  eggs  and  larvae  were  missing, 
and  the  next  morning  the  tank  was  clear  and  no 
larvae  or  eggs  remained.  Since  that  time  the  little 
fish  have  had  mosquito  eggs  for  breakfast,  luncheon, 
and  dinner.  And  they  are  fattening  on  the  diet. 
An  Aquarium  official  is  credited  with  having  said 
the  blind  fish  probably  would  solve  the  mosquito 
problem.    Tha*  instead  of  spending  five  dollars  for 


crude  petroleum,  the  Staten  Islanders  could  use  their 
money  to  transport,  by  express,  1000  or  more 
Mammoth  Cave  fish,  which  within  an  hour  would 
do  away  with  more  mosquito  eggs  and  larvse  than 
would  foveral  hogsheads  of  oil.  As  for  the  Panama 
Canal  zone,  where  tho  yellow  fevor  is  said  to  be 
due  to  mosquitoes,  the  fish  would  work  miracles 
within  a  month,  and  that  within  a  year  of  their 
appearance  mosquitoes  and  yellow  fever  would  be 
unknown  on  the  isthmus.  Since  the  fish  wore 
received  one  of  them  has  developed  what  appears  to 
be  the  beginning  of  a  fine  pair  of  bright  black  eyes. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

"John  Bickebdyke,"  a  vice-president  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  society,  in  bringing  forward 
his  proposal  to  form  the  New  Neptune  Club,  at  a 
recent  meeting  in  Fetter-lane,  dwelt  very  forcibly 
upon  what  he  designated  the  social  side  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

On  Wednesday  night  at  the  New  Gaiety 
Restaurant  it  was  very  much  in  evidence.  The 
annual  reunion,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  "  Ladies' 
Night,"  was  held  in  the  New  Georgian  Hall  suite 
of  rooms,  certainly  the  most  handsome  and  com- 
modious premises  it  has  yet  been  their  fortune  to 
secure  for  this  function. 

Being  their  night,  the  ladies  came  to  see  and 
hear  and  to  be  seen  of  the  large  attendance  of  more 
men  who  were  there  to  admire  and  to  do  them 
honour.  The  members  of  the  entertainment  sub- 
committee (for  this  society  is  administered  by 
sub-committees),  Messrs.  Geo.  Read  -Clarke,  W.  C. 
Nickels,  R.  Stanley,  and,  though  last  not 
least,  W.  K.  Summers,  are  most  certainly  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  successful  result  of  thoir 
efforts,  well  planned  and  well  carried  out.  Avoiding 
a  difficulty  experienced  in  previous  years,  that  of 
crowded  rooms,  their  choice  of  the  Georgian  Hall, 
having  a  seating  capacity  of  500  persons,  with 
ample  lounge  and  refreshment  rooms  en  suite, 
and  a  rigorous  limitation  of  the  number  of  tickets 
issued  resulted  in  the  entire  absence  of  any 
crush  or  crowding — there  was  ample  space  for 
everyone  to  see  and  to  hear  and  to  converse.  The 
handsome,  well  lit  and  ventilated  room  nicely  filled 
was  a  thing  of  joy  in  itself,  and  directly  led  to  a 
most  luxurious  enjoyment  of  the  entertainment 
provided.  Its  programme  was  very  much  in 
the  style  of  our  modern  dinner,  simplicity  itself, 
and  was,  indeed,  relished.  The  entire  absence  of 
fiLss,  the  setting  aside  of  all  "  storm  and  stress," 
the  absence  of  prominence  of  the  individual,  and 
the  quiet  well-bred  attention  of  the  smiling  audi- 
ence proved  to  the  observer  that  a  near  approach 
to  the  perfect  social  function  had  been  successfully 
made. 

The  programme  even  was  a  dead  level,  not  of 
mediocrity,  but  of  excellence.  It  was  not  diflffciJt 
to  award  the  palm  of  excellence  to  the  only  lady 
artist,  Miss  Ethelmay  Barwell-Holbrook,  whose 
pure  and  sweet  soprano  and  charming  manner 
afforded  in  her  two  songs  a  veritable  treat.  One 
song  met  with  an  encore,  and  her  second  song, 
"  Killarney,"  was  the  jewel  of  the  evening. 
Mr.  Thorpe  Bates'  baritone  was  in  perfect 
order.  One  of  his  two  songs  was  encored. 
Mr.  Ernest  Leeds  sang  twice  and  was  well 
received,  as  was  Mr.  E.  J.  Wood,  whose  songs — 
one  encored — gave  much  pleasure  and  caused 
much  amusement.  Mr.  Tom  Clare,  in  his  musical 
sketches,  was  not  behind  him — his  polyglot  ver- 
sions of  "Bill  Bailey"  were  keenly  funny,  for  the 
music  was  polyglot  also — very — the  German  and 
Wagnerian  rendering  simply  perfect. 

Mr.  Robert  Stanley's  fishing  anecdotes  were  very 
welcome  and  well  received. 

Mr.  John  Edgar,  as  usual,  was  the  good  pianist 
he  cannot  avoid  being.  Mr.  Fred  Chester  in  his 
short  stories  and  ventriloquial  sketches  was  simply 
perfect.  To  beat  his  night's  performance  will 
puzzle  even  him. 

Commencing  at  eight,  leaving  a  fair  interval  half 
way  through,  this  programme  was  completed  before 
half  past  ten.  The  audience  went  away  satisfied — 
not  satiated — as  should  ever  be  the  case. 

Next  Wednesday,  at  Fetter-lane,  Mr.  Robert 
Stanley,  the  author  of  the  successful  book  of 
"Angling  Anecdotes,"  will  read  a  paper  on  "An 
Angler's  Wanderings."  H.  P. 


A  FIRM  of  London  chemists  have  devised  a  con- 
venient way  of  putting  up  medicines  in  gelatine 
lamels.  These  lamols  consist  of  thin,  pliable  sheets, 
subdivided  into  squares,  each  square  containing  an 
exact  quantity  of  the  medicine  with  which  the  sheet 
is  impregnated.  With  a  pair  of  scissors  or  a  kfuie 
the  required' dose  can  "be  cut  off. 
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SOME  NOTES  ON   SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORTH 
WALES. 
By  R.  B.  Marston. 

What  a  pity  it  is  that  Welsh  anglers  do  not 
appear  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  in  the  lovely 
rivers  and  lakes  of  their  delightful  country  they 
have  what  ought  to  be,  and  what  might  be,  waters 
unsurpassed  in  the  United  Kingdom  as  a  paradise 
for  anglers. 

If  in  the  following  notes  of  a  \-isit  to  North  Wales 
in  August  and  September  last  I  say  anything  which 
hurts  the  feelings  of  Welsh  anglers.  I  can  only  say 
that  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  do  so,  as  it  would 
be  a  poor  reward  for  the  unvarying  kindness  I  met 
with.  I  have  no  desire  to  pose  as  a  critic,  but  as 
an  outsider  generally  sees  most  of  the  game,  it  may 
do  no  harm,  if  it  does  no  good,  to  mention  a  few 
points  which  I  think  would  strike  any  angler  visiting 
North  Wales  for  the  first  time  for  many  years. 

Rhyl,  Colwyn  Bay,  I.landfdno,  Etc. 

A  question  which  is  very  often  put  to  me  by 
anglers  is.  Where  can  I  find  a  bracing,  pleasant  sea- 
side holiday  resort  to  take  the  family,  with  some 
trout  fishing  within  reasonable  distance  ?  Tliis  is 
becoming  more  difficult  to  find  every  year,  and  in 
\'iew  of  the  fact  that  greater  expense  is  incurred 
every  year  by  seaside  resorts  to  attract  visitors, 
the  wonder  is  that  thoss  which  hold  out  possibilities 
to  the  angler  so  strangely  neglect  them.  If  the  trout 
and  salmon  fishing  within  easy  reach  by  rail  or 
coach  from  Rhyl,  Colwyn  Bay,  Llandudno,  and  other 
favourite  Welsh  watering-places  were  as  good  as  it 
ought  to  be,  the  number  of  visitors  from  all  parts  of 
England  woiild  greatly  increase.  There  is  such  an 
ifnlimited  extent  of  good  water  open  to  the  angler 
that  all  that  is  required  is  real  protection  and 
stocking  as  regards  trout,  and  protection  and  proper 
fish-passes  for  salmon  and  sea-trout. 

The  Clwyd  axd  Elwy. 

Rhyl  is  the  best  place  on  the  sea  from  which  to 
fish  two  lovely  trout  streams,  the  Qwyd  and  Elwy, 
which  in  the  autumn  often  afford  excellent  sea- 
trout  fishing,  with  a  good  chance  of  a  salmon — - 
last  month  our.  correspondent  of  many  years. 
Major  F.  il.  Leslie,  a  famous  angler  and  salmon 
fly-tier,  who  lives  at  St.  Asaph,  recorded  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  the  capture  of  a  25lb.  salmon  by 
Mr.  Kelly,  and  later  one  of  27Jlb.  by  Lieut.-Col. 
Bartley  (see  Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  25).  It  was 
Major  Leslie's  account  of  the  formation  of  the  Clwyd 
and  Elwy  Fishing  Association  a  year  or  two  ago, 
and  information  kindly  supplied  by  that  very  good 
angler,  Mr.  H.  Whitty,  of  Liverpool,  which  led  me 
to  select  Rhyl  as  headquarters  for  our  annual  outing. 
As  this  has  been  described  by  the  "  Amateur 
Angler,"  I  need  only  say  that  our  large  party,  which 
has  tried  most  places  round  our  coasts,  never  had  a 
more  enjoyable  time  than  that  at  Rhyl  and  the 
district  round  it. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  any  detailed 
account  of  the  fishmg  stations  on  the  Clwyd  and 
Elwy,  because  it  has  been  done  much  better  than 
I  could  possibly  do  it  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Roberts,  the 
fishing  tackle  maker,  High-street.  Rhy),  in  his 
capital  little  shilling  "  Guide  for  Anglers,"  in  the 
compilation  of  which  Mr.  Roberts,  who  is  a  keen 
angler  himself,  was  assisted  by  Colonel  Comwallis 
West,  Jlr.  G.  H.  Stock  (hon.  sec.  of  the  association). 
Major  Leslie,  Captain  Hall,  Mr.  F.  W.  Grimsby, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Kelly,  Mr.  A.  A.  Goodall.  and  many  others. 
The  guide  has  some  attractive  illustrations  and  a 
u.seful  little  map.  I  lost  no  time  in  calling  on  Mr. 
RoVjerts,  who  gave  me  many  good  tips.  He  told 
me  that  if  I  went  up  to  the  Junction  Pool  I  should 
see  any  quantity  of  sea-trout,  and  that  there  was  a 
good  chance  of  getting  a  brace  or  two  with  the  fly 
in  the  evening  or  with  «^he  worm  in  the  daytime. 

The  famous  Junction  Pool,  where  the  Elwy  joins 
the  Clwyd,  is  easily  reached  by  rail  or  road  from 
Rhyl,  either  by  going  to  Rhudlan  or  St.  Asaph. 
Rhudlan  is  a  mil©  or  so  below  the  top  of  the  tidal 
water,  and  a  walk  along  the  river  past  the  fine  old 
ruins  of  Rhudlan  Castlo  is  a  very  enjoyable  one. 
Some  of  the  tidal  pools  look  very  attractive,  but 
I  was  told  by  local  angler«  that  it  is  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule  to  get  any  fish  in  them.  Above 
the  tideway  the  river's  course  is  broken  by  most 
inviting-looking  streams  and  pools  right  up  to  the 


Junction.  The  chief  sport  on  this  reach  is  with 
sea-trout  and  salmon — chiefly  the  former — in  the 
autumn,  and  on  the  f3W  occasions  I  fished  it  when 
the  water  was  in  order  I  saw  quantities  of  fish  ; 
in  consequence  of  the  low  state  of  the  rivers,  they 
were  unable  to  get  up  beyond  the  Junction  and 
Railway  Bridge  Poole.  On  my  first  visit  to  the 
Railway  Bridge  Pool,  I  had  a  chat  with  an  angler, 
whom  I  found  out  afterwards  was  Mr.  Percy  J. 


Tayler,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Llanfair  and  Llangerniew 
Angling  Association,  whose  water  is  higher  up  the 
Elwy.  Like  all  the  other  anglers  I  met  in  Wales, 
he  was  most  kind  in  giving  information.    He  had 


killed  about  four  brace  of  good  sea-trout  on  the 
worm  ;  fly,  he  told  me,  was  useless  in  the  daytime. 

LiGHT-LEDGERINa   FOR  SeA-TrOUT. 

Mr.  Tayler,  who  is  a  most  successful  master  of  the 
art,  and  other  anglers,  spoke  of  this  worm-fishing 
for  sea-trout  in  an  apologetic  manner,  which  was 
quite  unnecessary  as  far  as  I  was  concerned. 

Ledgoring  with  a  light  fly  rod  and  fine  gut  has 
always  a  certain  kind  of  fascination  for  me,  for 
any  kind  of  fish.    I  would  not  use  a  worm  if  there 


was  any  chance  with  the  fly,  any  more  than  any 
other  angler  would  do  so.  A  curious  part  of  this 
lisliing  is  that  there  are  only  certain  limited  spaces 
in  these  i)ools  whore  th(;  (ish  will  "  take,"  and  the 
only  worm  which  appears  to  \n-  attractive  is  one 
about  2in.  to  3in.  in  length,  obtained  out  of  local 
road  sweepings — one  of  those  slim,  lively,  pink 
fellows'  found  chiefly  in  light  clay  soil.  Mr.  Tayler 
told  me  they  had  turned  in  largo  numbers  of  trout 


fry,  and  from  the  number  of  yearlings  I  saw  after- 
wards higher  up  the  Elwy  VaUey,  I  think  there  is 
no  doubt  they  are  doing  well.  As  regards  the  sea- 
trout  and  salmon,  what  the  Elwy'' wants  is  a 


thorough  overhauling  of  its  high  weirs,  which  are 
impassable,  except  in  high  floods.  I  was  told  by 
two  anglers  I  met  at  St.  Asaph  one  evening,  when 
waiting  for  a  train,  that  it  was  sickening  to  see  the 
fish  dashing  themselves  time  after  time,  until  they 
were  cut  and  bleeding,  against  the  stones  of  one 
particularly  bad  dam  a  mile  or  two  up  stream.  I 
saw  other  dams  higher  up  which  were  quite  bad 
enough.  Then,  it  is  absurd  to  expect  that  a  couple 
of  keepers  could  possibly  "  watch  "  so  many  miles 
of  river,  which  in  a  dry  season  like  last  is  little  more 

[3] 


422 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


December  0,  1905 


than  a  succession  of  pools  with  a  trickle  of  stream 
between  them.  Want  of  funds  is,  of  courbe,  the 
chief  reason  why  these  local  angling  associations 
cannot  do  more  than  they  do.  What  is  wanted  is 
that  the  London  and  North- Western  Railway  and 
the  seaside  towns  of  the  district,  which  depend  so 
much  on  visitors,  should  strongly  support  the  local 
associations.    It  would  unquestionably  pay  them 


available  by  staying  at  the  hotel.  Weather  and 
water  conditions  were  against  us,  and  we  did  very 
little — indeed,  so  late  in  the  season  good  sport  with 
the  fly  is  exceptional  on  these  mountain  streams. 
For  these  reasons  (weather  and  water)  I  did  not 
avail  myself  of  an  invitation  to  fish  the  Llanfair 
and  Llangemiew  Association  Water  on  this  occasion, 
but  hope  to  have  that  pleasure  at  some  future 


photographs  of  the  Junction  Pool,  one  looking  up 
stream  and  the  other  down,  but  also  for  wading 
across  the  ford  at  the  end  of  it  with  me  and  my 
impedimenta  on  his  back  ! 

He  says  :  "  Your  query  re.  Clwyd  as  a  brown 
trout  river  :  I  am  afraid  I  am  hardly  competent  to 
give  an  opinion  ;  however,  I  will  give  you  what 
my  limited  experience  has  taught  me.    The  Clwyd 


Valley  of  the  Lledr,  from  the  Teerace,  "  Buttebpool.' 


Valley  of  the  Lledk,  fbom  the  Terrace, 

River  in  Hood. 


Butterpool." 


to  do  so  ;  for  as  Mr.  Roberts  points  out  in  his 
guide,  "  all  fair  angling  can  be  compensated  for 
by  restocking." 

Mr.  Taylor  told  me  that  I  ought  to  have  a  day 
or  two  on  the  fine  stretch  of  water  which  can  be 
fished  by  visitors  to  the  hotel  at  .St.  George,  near 
Abergele,  and  I  did  have  a  delightful  day  or  two 
there  later  on  with  Mr.  Whitty,  who  knows  the 
whole  district.  It  is  as  pretty  a  bit  of  fly-ftshing 
water  as  one  could  wish  to  see,  and  two  tickets  are 


time.  I  had  heard  about  the  water  from  Dr.  Hum- 
phreys a  year  or  two  ago,  and  Mr.  Tayler  tells  me 
they  have  a  good  stock  of  trout  from  ^Ib.  to  1  lb. 
The  scenery  on  the  Elwy  is  enchanting. 

The  Clwyd— a  Dry  Fly  Rivee. 

Of  the  Clwyd  I  saw  only  a  few  yards,  and  am 
indebted  to  an  angler  I  met  at  the  Junction  Pool 
on(!  soaking  wet  evening,  not  only  for  the  following 
information  about  the  Clwyd,  and  for  the  two 


is  very  sluggish  and  winding  for  the  greater  part  of 
its  length,  deep,  with  a  muddy  bottom.*  The 

*  This  is  in  curious  contrast  with  its  sister 
s'tream,  the  Elwy,  which  is  rapid  and  rocky,  and 
affords  pretty  difficult  travelling  and  wading  in 
places.  I  forgot  to  say  that  Mr.  Francis,  who 
caught  the  record  Eden  salmon,  had  a  grand  basket 
of  trout  of  1  lb.  or  over,  and  one  of  31b.,  on  the 
Elwy  one  day  when  I  was  there — with  the  minnow 
I  think  he  told  me.— R.  B.  M. 
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trout  are  rather  short  and  thick,  <and,  in  my  opinion, 
not  particularly  good  eating,  but  they  are  game 
fish  in  season,  and  the  river  is  rich  in  flies.  Fishing 
a  good  reach  on  a  good  day,  I  consider  the  association 
water  above  Llanerch  Park,  between  St.  Asaph  and 
Trefnant,  as  good  as  any — the  fish  are  not  likely  to 
average  much  over  5oz.,  though  a  couple  of  half 
or  three-quarter  pounders  are  likely  to  have  a  place 
in  tha  bag.    I  should  consider  .six  to  ten  brace  a 


and  fish  of  about  6in.  are  now  quite  plentiful.  I 
do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  then;  are  no  bigger 
ones,  and  I  myself  usually  do  better  in  this  river 
than  in  the  Clwyd." 

This  angler  and  others  I  met  told  me,  and,  in  fact, 
I  saw  it  myself,  that  some  of  th'^  local  anglers  do  not 
respect  the  very  moderate  Tin.  limit,  but  keep  every- 
thing— their  idea  being  that  if  they  do  not  some- 
body else  will. 


Mr.  W.  FitzNorman  Ellis,  whose  house  is  most 
delightfully  situated  on  the  side  of  a  hill  over- 
looking one  of  the  loveliest  bits  of  river  and  moun- 
tain scenery  in  the  world.  In  one  of  the  pictures 
Mr.  Ellis  may  be  seen  fi.^hing  the  famous  William's^ 
Pool,' which  is  close  to  his  house.  Mr.  Brandreth^  ■ 
who  very  kindly  gave  mo  carta  blanche,  to  fish  his 
fine  salmon  jjools,  lent  me  two  of  the  photographs 
from  which  our  Lledr  views  are' taken,  namely^ 


The  Granlyn. 

A  famous  salmon  pool  on  the  Lledr,  North. Wales.    (Puzzle— Find  the  two  anglers.) 


The  Riveb'Lledr  and  Keeper's  Cottage  from  "  Butterpool." 


good  day's  sport.  The  river  I  should  imagine 
particularly  suited  to  dry  fly.  I  am  not  a  dry-fly 
man  myself,  and,  in  fact,  fish  the  Qwyd  but  very- 
little.  The  S;iwy  is  a  much  more  swift  and 
turbulent  stream,  shallow,  stony,  and  boulder 
strewn.  It  is  moro  suitable  for  wet  fly,  I  think. 
It  is  likely,  I  think,  that  next  year  or  the  year  after 
Bome  good  baskets  of  trout  will  be  got  in  it.  Two 
years  ago  the  river  was  restocked  by  the  association, 


Considering  all  the  difficulties  they  have  had  to 
contend  with,  great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Harold  G. 
Stock,  the  hon.  sec,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  association  for  the  excellent  work  they 
have  already  done.  May  they  go  on  and 
prosper  ! 

I  had  hoped  in  this  article  to  have  been  able  to 
refer  to  some  very  pleasant  days  which  I  had  on 
the  Lledr  when  staying  at  the  house  of  my  friend 


the  Granlyn  Pool  and  one  in  which  he  is  seen  (with 
his  dog)  fishing  from  a  pier  of  rocks  in  an  artificial 
salmon  pool,  that  is,  one  of  those  he  has  made : 
in  what  was  formerly  a  shallow  stream  there  is 
now  5ft.  to  10ft.  of  water,  and  the  salmon  take 
well  in  these  new  pools  he  tells  me.  I  shall  refer 
to  this  and  other  matters  in  coimection  -n-ith 
salmon  fisliing  on  the  Lledr  and  Conway  a  little 
later  on. 
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GEAYLING  IN  SCOTLAND. 


A  oooD  deal  of  feeling — and  perhaps  a  little 
warmth — has  apparently  been  aroused  in  certain 
quarters  (and  notably  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Clyde) 
by  the  "  Occasional  Note  "  of  the  Editor  of  this 
journal  in  which  he  seemed  to  agree  with  a  certain 
E.  M.  Tod  regarding  the  expression  of  his  opinion 
"  that  for  many  good  reasons  it  is  unnecessary  to 
introduce  the  grayling  into  Scottish  rivers  in  which 
it  does  not  exist,  or  to  encourage  it  in  those  in 
which  it  does."  Further  on  the  Editor  adds  these 
significant  words  :  "  They  (the  grayling)  will  fill 
their  little  bellies  with  trout  eggs  every  time  they 
get  the  chance,  and  being  in  the  height  of  condition 
— and  appetite — in  winter,  they  do  great  damage 
in  many  waters." 

Had  Mr.  Pope's  letter  not  appeared  in  the  FiiMng 
Gazette  of  Dec.  2,  I  had  intended  to  take  no  further 
notice  of  this  matter,  but  now  I  must  do  so  I  expect. 
This  controversy  came  about  very  simply.  I  read 
a  letter  in  the  Dailij  Scotsman  headed  "  Grayling 
in  the  Tay,"  and  I  replied  to  that  letter,  in  another, 
which  appeared  in  its  issue  of  Nov.  7  signed 
"  E.  M.  T." 

Other  letters  followed,  and  then  I  wrote  a  some- 
what too  long  letter,  which  the  Editor  of  the  Scots- 
man consequently  did  not  publish.  Indeed,  I 
marvelled  that  so  much  foreign  matter  of  the  kind 
had  been  allowed  to  apjiear  in  the  Scotsman  ;it  all  ! 

As  I  was  baulked  in  my  efforts  to  put  things 
more  fuUy^  and  clearly  than  I  had  done,  I  trust 
that  this  article  may  explain  my  views. 

I  have  no  axes  to  grind.  I  am  no  longer  young 
— I  have  laid  my  rod  down,  and  for  all  practical 
purposes  I  am  "  on  the  shelf." 

I  have,  therefore,  no  selfish  interests  to  serve 
whatever. 

I  cannot  well  express  myself  strongly  without 
appearing  to  be  dogmatic — and  I  always  have  had 
the  courage  of  my  opinions.  The  word  expediency 
I  utterly  abhor  in  this  or  any  other  controversy. 
And  now  to  my  subject. 

The  Editor,  my  friend  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  I 
fancy  had  not  read  all  the  correspondence  in  the 
Scotsman. 

So  I  will  begin  by  saying  what  I  wished  to 
express  in  that  notabb  journal.  In  th'3  first  place 
I  hold  that  the  trout — and  not  the  grayling — 
should  take  the  premier  place  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  Scottish  anglers.  The  grayling,  in  Scot- 
land, I  consider  to  be  an  interloper — but  he  is  far 
more  than  an  interloper  :  he  does  gobble  the  spawn 
of  trout  and  salmon  in  other  rivers,  whatever  be  his 
negative  virtues — in  this  respect — in  the  Clyde. 
He  increases  very  rapidly,  and  in  suitable  waters 
is  apt  to  become  a  pest  (like  the  rabbit  plague  in 
Australia),  elbowing  the  trout  out  of  its  hereditary 
waters  and  taking  its  place  silently  but  surely. 

But  this  is  not  all — far  from  that.  I  am  only 
coming  to  my  main  objection  to  the  presence  of 
the  grayling  in  our  Scottish  waters — oui-  free  waters 
in  particular. 

Who  that  has  worked  to  obtain  a  close  time  for 
trout  throughout  Scotland,  as  did  the  members  of 
the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association,  of  which  I 
am  a  humble  member,  can  contemplate,  with  in- 
difference, the  practical  results  arising  from 
grayling  fishing  during  these  very  close  months  ? 
It  is  a  very  regrettable  fact,  but  a  fact  none  the 
less,  that  grayling  fishing  in  Scotland  with  worm 
is  inimical  to  the  proper  working — the  practical 
working — of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  valuable  Bill. 
Let  me  explain  why  it  is  not  fair  to  compare 
grayling  fishing  in  certain  English  streams,  with  our 
own  free  Scottish  rivers.  The  Test,  Itchen,  and 
such  like  English  rivers  are  either  in  private  hands 
or  are  under  the  control  of  clubs,  the  rules  of  which 
are  strictly  enforced.  Anything  like  poaching  is 
quite  out  of  the  question.  There  is  always  a  river 
watcher,  or  keeper,  handy,  and  no  man  dares  to 
wave  a  rod  over  these  strictly-preserved  streams, 
who  had  not  first  acquired  the  right  to  do  eo. 
^  In  many  of  these  (and  I  think  I  am  correct  in 
my  suggestion),  the  fly  alone  is  permitted.  The 
members  of  these  clubs,  being  presumably  gentle- 
men, arc  V)Ound  to  each  other  by  a  common  bond. 
The  fish  are  mostly  brought  to  the  club  house,  and 
the  poaching  angler,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  has 
no  existence  whatever  on  English  sporting  waters 
such  as  these,  where  grayling  fishing  is  truly  at  its 
best. 

I  am  well  aware  that  in  the  north  of  England, 
"  swimming  the  worm  "  for  grayling  is  practised 
openly,  say,  in  the  Wharfe  and  other  like  rivers 


and  streams,  but  even  here  I  fancy  there  exists 
no  fair  comparison  ;  for  are  they  like  most  of  our 
southern  Scottish  rivers,  free  to  all  ?  Certainly 
not.  Let  me  turn  to  our  Scottish  streams  where 
grayling  fishing  is  practised,  and  where  there  are 
no  restrictions,  in  fact  where  fishing  for  trout  is 
free  to  the  peer,  the   peasant,  and  also  to  the 


impunity.    They  never  do  an  honest  day's  work  if  I 

they  can  help  it,  and  if  winter  grayling  fishing  is  j 

allowed — and  encouraged — what  will  be  the  result  ?  i 

Trout  will  inevitably  be  continually  taken  while  i 
fishing  for  grayling,  and  will  be  rudely  treated 

during  the  removal  of  the  hook  by  such  rough  \ 

customers,  even  if  they  are  returned  to  the  river  ;  I 


On  the  Lledr,  North  Wales. 
Mr.  Brandreth  fishing  one  of  his  artiflcially-made  salmon  pools. 
(See  "Some  Noteslon  Salmon'and  Trout  Fishing  in  North  Wales.") 


"  BuTTERPOoi,,"  Pont-y-Pant. 
The  fishing  and  shooting  lodge  of  Mr.  W.  FitzNorman  Ellis. 
{Sec  "Some  Notes  on  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  North  Wales.") 


poacher  !  Till  the  close  time  for  trout  became  law, 
I  happen  to  know  that  fishing  for  trout  went  on 
openly  during  the  winter  months  on  the  Tweed. 
Further,  there  were  those  who  made  a  regular 
living  by  sending  the  trout  by  rail  to  London,  where 
they  had  established  a  market  for  these  poor,  flabby, 
lanky  trout.  These  men,  1  opine,  still  ply  their 
nefarious  trade  wherever  they  can  do  so,  with 


the  which  I  hold  is  a  very  slender  reed  to  lean  upon 
unless  the  water  bailiff  happens  to  be  passing  at 
the  time.  And,  if  he  does,  what  cares  he,  for  "  a 
wheen  grayling  fishers  "  ?  He  is  chiefly  employed 
to  protect  the  salmon,  and  how  he  does  this  is 
perfectly  well  kno^vn  where  rod  fishing  for  salmon 
is  free  to  the  public,  as  in  the  .upper  waters  of  tha 
Tweed,  where  salmon  are  openly  taken  in  broadj 
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.daylight  by  snatching,  rake  hooks,  etc.,  etc.  I 
defy  anyone  to  contradict  this  statement,  and  he 
who  attempted  to  do  so  would  be  laughed  at  by 
those  ■■  in  the  know." 

Xow,  if  even  the  lordly  salmon  is  so  poorly 
[irotected  in  free  waters  (and  that  is,  I  believe, 
u  hy  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  closed  the 


Cahrach  of  the  Deveron  to  the  public  this  year), 
what  chance  ha.s  the  poor  trout  got  ? 

Let  me  repeat  that  it  is  one  thing  to  allow  grayling 
fishing  on  private  waters,  where  keepers  are  on 
the  spot,  and  where  the  fishermen  are  responsible 
gentlemen,  who  pay  (often  very  highly)  for  the 
privilege  of  fishing— and  quite  another  thing  letting 
ooso  the  class  of  men  who  exist  to  my  certain 


knowledge  in  Ha\vick,  Jedburgh,  Kelso,  Galashi'^ls, 
Walkerburn,  Innerleithen,  and  many  othcn-  towns. 
The  poaching  angler  is  bound  by  none  of  the  un- 
written laws  which  proclaim  the  true  sporting 
angler  !  They  do  not  hesitate  to  use  salmon  roe 
— and  no  bait  is  so  unfair,  or  so  dcvidly. 

Curiously  enough,  the  same  day  that  my  hitter 


appeared  in  the  Scotsman,  a  brother  Scot  who  had 
just  read  it  wrote  to  the  Scotsman.  Let  me  recom- 
mend his  letter  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Pope.  He 
signed  his  letter  with  his  initial  letters,  even  as  I 
did — "  R.  A.  E."  Like  Mr.  Pope,  he  knows  the 
Clyde.  He  is  even  familiar  with  the  railway 
junction  at  Carstairs.  Let  him  speak  for  himself — 
to  myself  he  is  wholly  unknown  : — "  If  anyone 


wants  to  get  an  idea  of  tlie  extent — despite  the 
trout  close  season — that  this  winter  fishing  is  carried 
on  in  the  districts  named,  one  has  only  to  watch 
the  passing  trains  at  Carstairs  Junction,  and  he 
will  get  an  eye-opener  ;  and,  if  you  get  into  con- 
versation with  a  communicative  fishcsr  as  to  what 
is  the  best  lun;,  you  will  most  likely  Ix;  informed 
(with  a  wink  of  the  other  eye)  that  '  there's  nothing 
beats  the  "  Gaudger  "  for  a  grayling  at  this  season 
of  the  year,'  and  fishermen  know  that  salmon  roe, 
althouf/h  disguised  under  another  name  (the  italics  are 
mine)  '  smells  sweet '  to  a  hungry  trout  in  the 
winter  time." 

Although  I  am  a  Scotsman,  and  one  quite 
familiar  with  the  vernacular,  I  have  never  heard 
(or  even  read)  the  word  "  Gaudger  "  before  in  this 
connection.  If  it  means,  as  I  presume  that  it  does, 
salmon  roe,  what  further  use  is  there  to  defend 
winter  fishing  for  grayling  in  our  open  trout  waters 
— in  Scotland  ? 

Mr.  Pope  mystifies  me,  I  confess,  when  he  says 
(I  give  the  sentence  verbatim),  "  I  myself  the  other 
day,  cleaned  eleven  fish  (grayling),  four  had  their 
own  spawn,  but  no  sign  of  trout  spawn,  but  just 
the  usual  contents,  half-digested  creeper,  or  local 
'  Gager.'  " 

Now  what  does  this  mean  ?  "  Gager"  is  surely  the 
"  Gaudger  "  ?  Mr.  Pope  evidently  does  not  wish 
us  to  think  that  he  finds  prepared  salmon  roe  in  the 
stomachs  of  these  virtuous  grayling  of  the  Clyde. 

What  does  he  mean  by  "  Gager  "  then  ?  Is  it 
"  the  creeper,''''  or  what  ? 

On  Tweedside  I  never  heard  the  term,  and  it 
must  be  forty-four  years  since  I  last  fished  the 
Clyde.  Nor  have  I  heard  it  used  on  any  other 
river,  and  I  have  fished  many  in  my  day  throughout 
Scotland,  and  not  a  few  in  England,  wherein  I  have 
spent  over  twenty-five  years,  besides  five  more  in 
Australia,  so  that  I  may  be  supposed  to  have  rubbed 
off  a  good  many  narrow  prejudices. 

As  there  are  no  salmon  in  the  Clyde  (the  Falls 
making  an  effectual  barrier),  I  really  do  not  know 
whether  that  beautiful  river  is  or  is  not  familiar 
with  the  sight  of  the  water  bailiff,  but  I  should 
think  not.  At  best  they  will  be  few  and  far 
between.  Who,  then,  is  to  prevent  the  capture  of 
trout  when  out  of  season  and  under  the  protection  (?) 
of  the  close  time  for  Scotland,  by  the  grayling 
fisher,  during  these  winter  months  ?  Surely  it 
would  be  wise  to  confine  grayling  fishing  to  the 
artificial  fly,  during  the  fence  months  for  trout  ? 

But  to  fish  for  grayling  with  worm  and  salmon 
roe  in  rivers  which  are,  at  the  time,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Act  (save  the  mark  !)  is  simply 
placing  a  premium  on  illegal  fishing  for  unseason- 
able trout — by  the  pothunter  and  the  poaching 
angler.  Can  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  remain  silent  any 
longer  ?  I  trust  not  !  I  shall  be  content  to  abide 
by  his  decision.  Meanwhile,  I  warn  those  who  up- 
hold the  introduction  of  the  grayling  in  our  free 
Scottish  rivers  that  they  do  not  see  where  they  are 
driving  to. 

Surely  it  is  pleasanter  and  more  sportsmanlike 
to  fish  for  trout  from  March  1  to  Oct.  14  (and  few 
care  to  fish  beyond  the  end  of  September)  than  to 
fish  from  Oct.  14  (for  grayling)  through  the  whole 
winter  months,  disturbing,  by  hooking  and  by 
running,  the  wretched  trout,  whose  protection  (?) 
thus  becomes  a  hollow  sham.  The  glory  of  spring 
and  summer  is  surely  with  the  trout  fisherman. 

When  the  grayling  shall  have  taken  possession  of 
any  trout  river,  how  melancholy  is  the  thought  that 
fishing  should  be  prohibited  during  the  very  best 
months  of  the  year — in  fact,  while  the  grayling  is 
out  of  condition.  This  is  obvious.  At  present  my 
main  objection  to  winter  grayling  fishing  in  Scot- 
land is  its  effect  on  the  close  time  for  trout,  which 
Act  it  drives  a  coach  and  four  through,  without  so 
much  as  "  By  your  leave.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  !  " 

E.  M.  ToD. 


In  connection  with  the  Christmas  and  Xew  Year 
traffic,  the  Midland  Railway  Co.  have  made  the 
most  complete  arrangements  for  the  collection, 
quick  transit,  and  prompt  delivery  of  parcels  in 
London  and  the  many  provincial  towns  on  their 
system.  Frequent  collection.s  wiU  be  made  from 
the  receiving  offices,  and  tlie  traffic  will  be  des- 
patched by  first  train  after  receipt.  Special  trains 
will  be  run  and  tlirough  vans  attached  to  tlie  prin- 
cipal express  and  mail  trains  to  accommodate  the 
traffic.  In  the  case  of  parcels  for  short  distances, 
the  rates,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  less  than 
those  by  parcels  post,  whilst  for  longer  distances 
the  rates  for  parcels  above  1  lb.  do  not  exceed  the 
parcels  post  rates. 


Pont-y-Pant  Falls. 
From  the  grounds  of  "  Butterpool." 
{See  "Some  Xotes  on  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing-  in  North  Wales."; 


On  the  Lledb,  North  Wales. 
The  neck  of  the  famous  William's  Pool,  near  Pont-y-Pant. 
(See  "  Some  Notes  on  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  North  Wales.") 


426 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


December  9,  1905 


SPOKT  WITH  THE  PIKE  AT 
CHRISTMAS. 

When  the  country  has  been  covered  with  snow, 
and  the  wind  and  frost  not  too  keen,  I  have  fre- 
quently had  splendid  sport  pike  fishing.  I  can 
recall  two  days  on  a  "  western "  lake,  during 
Christmas  week  in  188G,  when  those  sporting  fish 
fed  ravenously,  and  although  I  took  six  dozen  live 
dace  with  me,  that  were  in  "  the  pink  of  condition," 
yet  by  the  afternoon  of  my  second  day  I  was 
nearly  run  aground  for  live-bait — my  sport  had 
been  so  excellent.  It  is  a  good  plan  to  carry  a 
pocket  thermometer  and  to  test  the  temperature  of 
the  water,  which  if  a  few  degrees  warmer  than  the 
air,  pike  are  almost  always  sure  to  feed,  if  tempted 
with  bright,  lively  dace.  When  fishing  the  Thames 
at  Sonning  some  winters  ago  at  Christmastidc,  the 
air  was  so  cold  as  to  freeze  and  kill  the  baits,  if 
lifted  too  frequently  from  the  water  ;  but  the 
water  was  the  warmer  by  four  or  five  degrees.  In 
consequence,  I  had  good  sport  and  caught  several 
fine  fish,  including  one  of  21  Jib.,  my  aggregate 
"catch"  being  sixteen  pike,  weighing  llOlb.  On 
another  occasion,  under  similar  conditions  of 
air  and  M'ater  temperatures,  when  fishing  with  my 
old  friend,  the  late  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  our  lines 
froze  until  the  ice  on  them  impeded  their  "  roving  " 
through  the  rod-rings.  We  bound  little  plugs  of 
cotton  wadding  in  the  butt-ring  and  top- joint 
ring,  saturated  the  wadding  with  castor-oilj  which 
lubricated  the  lines  and  kept  them  from  freezing  ; 
the  remedy  answered  perfectly.  "  Cishurstine  "  is 
a  capital  emollient  for  lines  when  fishing  in  frosty 
weather,  and  lines  should  always  be  dried  after 
use  by  stretching  them  round  the  backs  of  chairs 
in  a  warm  room.  Soon  after  Christmas  in  1887, 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  another  friend  were  my 
companions  on  a  "  pike-foray."  We  reached  our 
destination  to  find  the  fields,  hills,  and  dales  many 
inches  deep  in  snow,  and  we  almost  despaired  of 
having  sport  ;  but  our  success  next  day  more  than 
satisfied  us,  for  we  captured  thirty-five  pike  ; 
among  the  largest  were  fish  weighing  19^1b.,  221b., 
231b.,  and  another  of  261b.,  caught  by  "  Our 
Editor." 

The  following  incident,  though  scarcely  a  Christ- 
mas reminiscence,  shows  what  perseverance  will 
accomplish  under  adverse  circumstances.  During 
the  last  ten  days  of  1875  and  the  following  week  of 
the  New  Year,  the  Thames  was  in  high  flood  ;  as 
soon  as  the  waters  subsided  a  little,  though  still 
very  discoloured  and  thick,  I  visited  my  favourite 
"  fishing  quarters,"  the  Old  French  Horn  Inn,  at 
Sonning,  in  typical  winter  weather.  Hoar-frost 
clung  to  the  leafless  boughs  and  glistened  like  silver 
traceries  on  the  alders  along  the  margin  of  the  river. 
I  moored  my  punt  in  a  position  from  which  I  could 
fish  a  quiet  backwater,  fixed  up  a  ledger  tackle,  using 
dace  for  bait.  The  result  justified  my  choice  of 
both  place  and  method.  I  had  "  struck  ile,"  as 
the  Yankees  say.  A  large  family  of  pike  had  been 
driven  by  "stress  of  stream  "  from  the  main  channel 
into  this  quieter  backwater,  and  in  one  lucky  hour 
I  caught  six  handsome  fish,  the  largest  of  them 
13^1b.,  101b.,  91b.,  and  8|lb.,  the  total  weighing 
49pb. 

My  361b.  "  Mote  Park  "  pike  and  30Jlb.  "  Firle  " 
pike  were  caught  during  stormy  February  weather  ; 
snow  had  been  falling  more  or  less  for  some  days. 
My  37-pounder  I  captured  Sept.  4,  1879,  while  it 
was  blowing  a  storm  v,ith  hail  falling.  Big  pike 
seem  to  lose  their  habitual  caution  when  rough 
winds  disturb  the  surface  of  water,  and  lash  it  into 
heavy  ripples,  or  waves  on  large  expanses  like 
lakes  ;  the  rays  of  light  being  refracted,  pike  are 
unable  to  distinguish  an  angler  on  the  river  bank, 
or  maybe  in  a  boat,  then  pike  leave  their  fastnesses, 
roam  about  seeking  their  prey,  feeding  fearlessly  in 
such  conditions  of  wind  and  weather. 

To  give  another  instance  ;  when  fishing  a  fine 
pike  water  early  in  January,  1884,  the  weather 
being  cold  and  boisterous,  before  the  turret-bell 
of  the  mansion  had  proclaimed  two  o'clock,  I  had 
captured  thirty  pike,  some  of  them  ten  to  fifteen 
pounders  ;  the  five  finest  fish  weighed  231b.,  21  lb., 
20|lb.,  lOJlb.,  and  I91b.— 1031b.,  all  taken  with 
dace  on  snap  and  paternoster  tackles.  One  of  my 
pleasant  reminiscences  is  fishing  at  Dogmersfield, 
the  s(!at  of  the  late  Sir  St.  John  .Mildmay,  Bart., 
who  had  given  me  permission  for  two  days.  The 
late  Mr.  Francis  Francis  was  my  companion  and 


"  fidus  Achates."  We  stayed  at  Hartley  Wintney, 
an  easy  drive  to  the  park  and  lakes,  one  of  fifty 
the  other  about  twenty  acres.  We  had  fairly  good 
sport  on  our  first  day,  Francis  getting  a  191b.  and 
121b.  pike  on  live-bait  snap,  besides  smaller  fish. 
My  best  capture  was  a  16-pounder,  and  others  less 
in  weight.  The  keeper  told  me  a  "  mighty  fish  "  had 
its  home  near  to  a  bed  of  water-lilies  adjoining  some 
sedges  in  the  upper  lake,  that  is,  Tundry,  so  we 
devoted  the  next  morning  to  its  capture.  Most 
anglers  who  had  the  advantage  and  pleasure  of 
Francis  Francis's  friendship,  will  remember  how 
that  past  master  of  the  gentle  art  hated  to  be 
bothered  while  he  was  fishing,  especially  by  any- 
one who  knew  little  or  nothing  about  angling,  or 
to  be  worried  with  advice  and  suggestions  by 
superficial  anglers  :  those,  for  instance,  who  think 
that  because  fish  have  once  been  caught  in  a 
certain  place,  they  can  always  be  captured  there  ; 
and  that  where  pike  may  be  found  in  July  they  will 
be  in  the  same  places  at  Christmas,  which  is  seldom 
the  case.  And  so  it  came  to  pass  that  the  keeper 
got  severely  "  dropped  on,"  for  he  stuck  close  to 
Francis,  who  was  carefully  fishing  a  likely  piece  of 
water,  and  he — the  keeper — kept  repeating.  "  You 
take  my  advice,  sir,  and  go  to  the  top  of  the  lake 
and  try  there.  A  friend  of  mine  la.st  July  caught 
a  20-pounder  on  them  shallows."  At  length, 
Francis,  who  could  no  longer  endure  this  reiterated 
advice,  turned  round  to  the  keeper  and  said, 
"  Confound  your  friend  and  his  201b.  pike,  and  you, 
too.  If  you  don't  hold  your  jaw  I'll  chuck  you 
into  the  water."  So  the  keeper  departed  and  left 
us  to  ourselves.  We  next  fished  the  central  and 
deeper  parts  of  the  lake  from  the  boat,  and  Francis 
struck  a  heavy  fish,  which  fought  so  desperately 
for  liberty  and  life  that  it  was  nearly  half  an  hour 
before  we  got  a  glimpse  of  it,  and  to  all  appearance, 
from  its  dimensions,  it  was  a  pike  of  301b. 

The  boat  had  drifted,  and  I  was  reluctant  to  put 
down  the  anchor  for  fear  the  pike  (which  was  now 
played  on  a  shortened  line)  got  entangled  round 
the  anchor-chain.  But  we  drifted  so  near  to  a 
pile  in  the  water,  just  below  the  surface,  that,  to 
avoid  this  danger,  Francis  kept  a  tight  tether  on 
the  fish.  It  was  almost  near  enough  for  me  to 
gaff,  when — well,  he  did  not  catch  that  pike,  for 
a  hook  broke  at  the  bend,  and  the  fish  regained 
its  liberty ;  but  the  following  year  a  281b.  pike  was 
caught  at  the  same  place  by  an  acquaintance  of 
mine — a  very  handsome  fish,  which  I  saw,  and 
wondered  if  it  was  the  one  Francis  and  I  inter- 
viewed and  so  nearly  persuaded  to  go  home  with 
us. 

ITie  winter  of  1840  was  very  severe,  but  I  caught 
some  large  roach  in  the  River  Darenth  on  the  fore- 
noon of  Boxing  Day  that  year.  In  the  afternoon 
my  schoolmates  and  I  were  skating  on  the  mill 
ponds  when  the  ice  broke,  and  in  I  dropped  up  to 
my  armpits,  but  my  companions  procured  a  rope 
and  extricated  me.  I  relate  this  merely  as  one  of 
my  youthful  reminiscences,  or,  rather,  "  rummy- 
nuisances."  Alfred  Jaedine. 


ON  THE  HAMPSHIEE  AVON  IN 
A  HUEEICANE. 

To-MOEROW  !  What  is  in  store  for  the  morrow  ? 
How  many  anglers  have  asked  themselves  this  ? 
And  what  a  great  deal  depends  upon  even  so  little 
as  a  favourable  change  in  temperature  or  a  change 
in  the  direction  of  the  wind,  or  even  the  colour 
of  the  water  one  intends  to  fish.  I  have  just  had 
two  days'  fishing  at  Fordingbridge,  and  went  to  test 
whether  I  preferred  the  winter  or  the  summer 
fishing  on  the  Avon.  My  first  day's  fishing  is  over, 
and  as  I  sit  in  the  small  and  cosy  dining-room  at 
the  Greyhound,  I  am  hopmg  for  the  morrow,  and 
wondering  what  the  day  will  bring  forth.  To-day  I 
have  tramped  the  sodden  meadows  along  the  bank 
of  the  river.  The  rain  fell  in  torrents,  forming  a 
grand  spectacle  as  one  watched  it  in  its  varying 
moods.  The  wind  formed  a  hurricane,  carrying  the 
rain-clouds  swiftly  before  it.  The  valley  of  the 
Avon  was  rain-swept.  One  could  discern  in  the 
distance  the  heavier  rain  hiding  the  hills  and  trees 
like  a  thick  mist,  then  one  would  experience  the 
full  force  of  it.  One  could  scarcely  hold  a  rod. 
Then  one  could  watch  the  deluge  pass  away  over 
distant  hills,  and  there  would  be  a  lull.  All  day 
this  sort  of  weather  prevailed.  Wherever  one  trod 
the  water  oozed  from  the  stubble  grass  over  the 
boots.    A   heavy,  thick   "  oily "   was  practically 
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soaked.  Two  or  three  meadows  away  was  a  hay- 
stack, and  this  provided  the  only  shelter.  For- 
tunately, it  was  situated  in  a  bend  of  the  river,  where 
one  would  be  likely  to  find  a  pike.  But  to  reach 
this  refuge  was  warm  work  in  face  of  the  storm. 
Even  when  there  one  could  feel  the  haystack  tremble 
with  the  force  of  the  wind.  Having  studied 
barometers,  thermometers,  wind-charts,  weather 
forecasts,  and  so  on  for  a  numVjer  of  years,  I  had 
serious  misgivings  when  I  started  from  London. 
Dull  November,  horrible  November  !  Ushered  in 
with  guys  and  squibs  !  Why  did  I  not  wait  for 
frosty,  cheerful,  and  joyful  December.  I  have 
fished  the  Thames  with  my  coat  off  on  a  Christmas 
day — but  never  in  November.  As  I  entrained  at 
Waterloo,  in  the  grand  non-stop  train  to  Salisbury, 
where  one  changes  to  the  loop  line  for  Fording- 
bridge, I  thought  that  the  few  days'  rain  we  already 
had  had  would  have  put  the  Avon  in  splendid  con- 
dition, and  Fred  Jefferis,  the  local  water-bailifi^,  had 
written,  "  River  good  colour,  pike  feeding."  So  I 
had  fair  hopes,  which  were  not  even  daunted  by  a 
gentle  pitter-patter  on  the  railway  carriage  window 
as  the  express  dashed  through  Woking.  The  mere 
fact  that  I  was  Ixjing  whizzed  through  air  to  famed 
fishing  grounds  was  enough  for  me.  But  now  I 
have  had  my  day's  fishing,  and  as  I  write,  how  the 
wind  blows,  how  it  echoes  in  the  chimney,  how 
fiercely  the  rain  strikes  on  the  window  ! — no  pitter- 
patter  now,  a  howling  tempest.  Still,  thank  Heaven, 
I  am  sheltered  and  cosy,  and  hoping  for  the  morrow. 
All  without,  in  the  little  rustic  village,  is  quiet.  It 
is  not  my  first  visit  here,  for  I  love  the  place.  The 
river  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  flows  over 
shallows  and  deeps  in  rhythmic  motion  entrancing  to 
the  angler.  Nothing  seems  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity, but  to-day  the  river  is  foaming  at  the 
thrashing  of  the  wind.  The  water  is  rising,  too, 
on  account,  of  the  rain,  though  the  colour  is  still 
good.  I  almost  fear  the  dawn.  Already  my 
fishing  boots  are  being  baked  in  the  oven  to  ensure 
their  dryness  in  the  morning.  Suddenly  I  notice 
the  rain  has  stopped  ;  I  hear,  out  in  the  village 
street,  the  cheerful  laugh  of  young  women.  Some- 
thing must  have  amused  them,  for  their  laugh  is 
hearty.  Such  a  laugh  is  seldom  heard  in  London, 
we  of  the  grey  city  simply  smile.  Even  the  loud 
laugh  may  be  a  weather-chart.  Who  knows  ? 
The  river  flows  by  the  garden  gate.  The  punt  is 
ready  there  —  half  full  of  rain-water  by  now, 
probably.  But  in  Hampshire  it  takes  a  lot  of  rain 
to  over-colour  the  river,  and  to-day's  rain  may 
mean  better  sport  to-morrow  ?  .  My  live-bait  are 
lively  and  in  safe  keeping.  My  paternoster,  snap 
float  and  spinning  tackle  are  all  now  ready  for  the 
fray. 

My  to-morrow  is  now  to-day.  I  am  up  at  eight. 
The  sky  is  overcast.  The  punt  has  been  bailed  out 
by  one  known  as  "  Elijah,"  a  tall,  spare  man, 
showing  signs  of  grej^  The  night  before  he  had 
recited  with  gusto  "  Old  King  Cole  "to  an  inter- 
ested audience.  Now  he  seemed  to  feel  the  cold, 
cutting  wind.  He  offered  to  keep  me  company  at 
the  deep  hole  above  the  Grej'hound,  and  here  we 
got  two  jack  on  the  paternoster.  The  roach  were 
tried  with  gentles  and  breadcrust,  but  the  low 
temperature  of  the  water  seemed  to  put  them  off 
the  feed.  We  then  floated  do^vn  stream  and  fished 
the  holes  and  eddies  immediately  below  the  town 
bridge.  Then  limch.  Then  still  further  down  the 
river  we  had  two  more  fish  at  the  tail  of  the  island. 
Then  down  to  a  big  hole  below  the  boathouse — I 
fancy  the  name  is  Crowborough  Hole — where  two 
more  fish  were  had.  Roach-fishing  was  also  tried 
again,  but  it  failed.  This  was  very  surprising  to 
me,  for  this  water  holds  some  of  the  best  roach  in 
the  country.  Then  dusk  came  along  only  too  soon. 
'"Elijah  "  pushed  the  punt  back,  and  Jefferis  and  I 
went  back  through  the  village.  In  the  evening 
Mr.  Grimmett  arrived  for  four  days'  fishing,  and 
had  a  hearty  welcome  from  one  and  all.  He,  too, 
was  thinking  of  the  morrow.  In  the  morning  he 
drove  away  to  the  fishing,  but  it  had  started 
raining.  Later,  on  my  way  home,  I  noticed  the 
clouds  break,  and  a  sign  of  sunshine.  The  journsy 
back  was  perfection.  The  uplands  and  lowlands 
formed  superb  pictures,  despite  the  sign  of  the  recent 
rain.  But  the  engine-driver  could  not  allow  his 
travellers  long  vistas  or  contemplation.  His  duty 
was  definite  and  inexorable.  He  was  the  driver  of 
an  express.  Time  was  his  master.  He  could  not 
think  of  the  morrow.  I  had  no  fish  to  show.  I 
landed  twenty-two  jack,  but  nothing  large  enough 
to  startle  my  piscatorial  friends. 

'  F.  H.  Ampulett. 
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HOW  HIAWATHA  SLEW  THE 
"KING  OF  FISHES." 

(BORROWED  FROM  LONGFELLOW.) 


By  "The  Amateur  Angler." 


"  The  Song  of  Hiawatha  "  is  probably  known 
to  most  of  your  readers,  but  it  struck  me  that  as 
a  Christmas  yarn  a  short  epitome  of  the  story 
and  a  few  extracts  from  the  chapter  on  fishing  may 
serve  to  refresh  the  memory  of  those  who  have 
read  it  in  bygone  days,  and  be  of  passing  interest 
to  those  who  have  not. 

Hiawatha  was  a  personage  of  miraculous  birth, 
who  was  sent  among  the  North  American  Indians 
to  clear  their  rivers,  forests,  and  fishing  grounds, 
and  to  teach  them  the  arts  of  peace.  The  scene  of 
the  poem  is  among  the  Ojibways,  on  the  southern 
shore  of  Lake  Superior.  As  the  story  is  easily 
convertible  into  prose,  I  shall  string  my  extracts 
together  by  prose  mostly 
in  the  word.s  of  the  poem. 

"  Ye  whose  hearts  are 
fresh  and  simple,  who 
have  faith  in  God  and 
nature,  listen  to  thLs 
simple  story ;  ye  who 
sometimes  in  your 
rambles,  through  the 
green  lanes  of  the  country, 
read  this  song  of  Hia- 
watha." Wenonah  the 
beautiful  was  the  daughter 
of  Nokomis.  Her  mother 
had  warned  her  not  "  to 
stoop  down  among  the 
lilies,  lest  the  West  Wind, 
Mudjekeewis,  should 
come  and  harm  her." 
But  she  heeded  not  the 
warning,  and  the  West 
Wind  came  at  evening 
and  foimd  the  beautiful 
Wenonah  ;  he  wooed  her 
with  his  words  of  sweet- 
ness, till  she  bore  a  son 
in  Sorrow — 

Thus  was  born  the  child 
of  wonder,  Hiawatha, 
but  his  mother  died, 
deserted  by  the  false 
and  faithless  West  Wind, 
and  the  wrinkled  old 
Nokomis  nursed  the  little 
Hiawatha,  and  brought 
him  up.    Once  the  little 

boy  saw  the  moon  rise  from  the  water,  and 
whispered,  "  What  is  that,  Nokomis  ? "  and  she 
answered  : 

"  Once  a  warrior,  very  angry. 
Seized  his  grandmother,  and  threw  her 
Up  into  the  sky  at  midnight  ; 
Right  against  the  moon  he  threw  her, 
Up  into  the  sky  at  midnight  ; 
'Tis  her  body  that  you  see  there." 

Time  passed,  Hiawatha  became  a  man,  and  he 
determined  to  build  himself  a  light  canoe  that 
should  float  upon  the  river  like  a  yellow  leaf*in 
autumn.  So  he  went  to  the  Birch-tree,  arid  said, 
"  Give  me  of  your  bark,  0,  Birch-tree,"  and  the 
tree  with  all  its  branches,  rustled  in  the  breeze  of 
morning,  saying,  "  Take  my  cloak,  O  Hiawatha  !  " 
Then  he  called  upon  the  Cedar,  "  Give  me  of  your 
boughs,  0  Cedar  !  my  canoe  to  make  more  steady," 
and  the  terrified  cedar  whispered,  bending  down- 
ward, "  Take  my  boughs,  0  Hiawatha  !  "  Then  he 
went  to  the  Larch-tree,  and  the  Fir-tree,  and  last 
of  all  to  the  Hedgehog  for  quills  to  make  a  girdle 
for  his  beautiful  boat,  and  so  the  birch  canoe  was 
builded  in  the  valley  by  the  river,  and  it  floated 
like  a  yellow  water-lily,  and  Hiawatha  sailed  down 
the  rashing  Taquamenah,  and  cleared  its  bed  of 
root  and  sandbar. 

And  now  we  como  to  the  time  when  Hiawatha 
went  a-fishing.    He  went 

Forth  upon  the  Gitche  Gumee, 
On  the  shining  big  sea  water. 
With  hLs  fishing  line  of  cedar 
Of  the  twisted  bark  of  cedar. 
Forth  to  catch  the  Sturgeon  Nahma, 
Mi.s?ie-Nahrna,  King  of  Fishes, 
In  his  birch  canoe  exulting 
All  alone  went  Hiawatha. 


Down  in  the  depths  he  could  see  the  fishes 
swimming ;  the  yellow  perch,  the  sahwa,  the 
shawgashee,  the  crawfish  ;  on  the  bows  of  the 
canoe,  with  tail  erected,  sat  the  squirrel,  Adjidaumo, 
and  on  the  white  sand  of  the  bottom 

Lay  the  monster  Mislio-Nahma, 
Lay  the  Sturgeon,  King  of  Fishes, 
Tlirough  liis  gills  he  breathed  the  water. 
With  his  fins  he  fanned  and  winnowed. 
With  his  tail  he  swept  the  sand  floor. 

There  he  lay  in  all  his  armour,  plates  of  bone  upon 
his  forehead,  with  spines  projecting.  Above  him 
came  Hiawatha  sailing  in  his  birch  canoe,  with  his 
fishing  line  of  cedar. 

"  Take  my  bait !  "  said  Hiawatha, 
Down  into  the  deptlis  beneath  him, 
■■  Take  my  bait,  O  Sturgeon,  Nahma  ! 
Coma  up  from  below  the  water, 
Let  us  see  which  is  the  stronger  !  " 
And  he  dropped  his  line  of  cedar 
Through  the  clear  transparent  water. 


"  Take  my  Bait,  O  Stuegeon,  Nahma  ! 
Come  trp  from  Below  the  Water." 


Waited  vainly  for  an  answer. 
Long  sat  waiting  for  an  answer. 
And  repeating,  loud  and  louder, 
"  Take  my  bait,  O  King  of  Fishes  !  " 

The  sturgeon,  Nahma,  lay  quietly  fanning  the 
water,  till  wearied  of  the  call  and  clamour,  he  said 
to  the  pike,  the  Maskenozah,  "  Take  the  bait  of 
this  rude  fellow,  break  the  line  of  Hiawatha  !  " 
Hiawatha  felt  the  loose  line  jerk  and  tighten,  and 
it  tugged  80  that  the  birch  canoe  stood  endwise, 
like  a  birch  log  in  the  water ;  but  Hiawatha  was 
full  of  scorn  when  be  saw  the  pike  coming  nearer 
and  nearer  to  him,  and  he  shouted  through  the 
water,  "  Shame  upon  you  !  You  are  but  the  pike  ; 
you  are  not  the  fish  I  wanted,  you  are  not  the 
King  of  Fishes  !  "  Then  the  sunfish  seized  the 
line  of  Hiawatha,  swung  with  all  his  weight  upon 
it,  made  a  whirlpool  in  the  water,  till  the  water 
flags  and  rushes  nodded  in  the  distant  marshes. 
"  Esa  !  Esa  !  shame  upon  you  !  you  are  Ugudwash, 
the  sunfish,  you  are  not  the  fish  I  wanted." 

At  last  Nahma  heard  the  shout,  and  challenge 
of  defiance,  and 

Up  he  rose  with  angry  gestiu-e, 
Quivering  in  each  nerve  and  fibre, 
Clashing  all  his  plate  of  armour. 
Gleaming  bright  with  all  his  warpaint  ; 
In  his  wrath  he  darted  upward. 
Flashing  leaped  into  the  sunshine, 
Opened  his  great  jaws  and  swallowed 
Both  canoe  and  Hiawatha  I 

Naturally,  you  would  think,  this  is  the  end  of 
Hiawatha  !  but  not  a  bit  of  it.  Here  is  another 
Jonah,  in  the  sturgeon's  belly  ;  how  he  fared,  he 
and  his  faithful  little  squirrel  and  his  canoe,  and 


how  he  got  out,  must  be  told  in  his  own 
words  : 

"Down  into  that  darksome  cavern 
Plunged  the  headlong  Hiawatha, 
As  a  log  on  some  black  river 
Shoots  and  plunges  down  the  rapids. 
Found  himself  in  utter  darkness, 
Groped  about  in  helpless  wonder. 
Till  he  felt  a  great  heart  boating. 
Throbbing  in  that  uttor  darkness. 

And  he  smote  it  in  his  anger, 
With  his  fist,  the  lieart  of  Nahma, 
Felt  the  mighty  King  of  Fishes 
Shudder  through  each  nerve  and  fibre. 
Heard  the  water  gurgle  round  him 
As  he  leapt  and  staggered  through  it 
Sick  at  heart,  and  faint  and  weary." 

Then  Hiawatha  drew  his  canoe  crosswise,  fearing 
that  in  the  turmoil  and  confusion  he  might  l)e 
hurled  forth  from  the  jaws  of  Nahma  and  perish. 
The  squirrel,  Adjidaumo,  frisked  and  chattered 
gaily  and  toiled  and  tugged  with  Hiawatha,  till 
the  labour  was  com- 
pleted, and  Hiawatha 
thanked  his  little  friend, 
and  then  it  was  that  he 
christened  him,  and  said 
the  boys  should  hence- 
forth call  him  Adjidaumo, 
Tail-m-air. 

And  again  the  sturgeon, 

Nahma, 
Gasped  and  quivered  in 

the  water, 
Then     was     still,  and 

drifted  landwards 
Till   he    grated  on  the 

pebbles. 
Till  the    listening  Hia- 
watha 

Heard  him  grate  upon 

the  pebbles. 
Knew  that  Nahma,  King 

of  Fishes, 
Lay  there  dead  upon  the 
margin. 

Hiawatha  heard  a 
clang  and  flapping,  a 
screaming  and  confusion 
as  of  birds  of  prey  con- 
tending ;  he  saw  a  gleam 
of  light  above  him, 
shining  through  Nahma's 
ribs,  and  the  glittering 
eyes  of  seagulls  gazing 
at  him  through  the 
opening,  and  he  heard 
them  saying  to  each  other  "  'Tis  our  brother 
Hiawatha." 

And  he  shouted  from  below  them. 
Cried  exulting  from  the  caverns  : 
"  O  ye  seagulls  !    OJ^my  brothers  ! 
I  have  slain  the  sturgeon,  Nahma  ; 
Make  the  rifts  a  little  larger. 
With  your  claws  the  opening  widen. 
Set  me  free  from  this  dark  prison. 
And  henceforward  and  forever 
Men  shall  speak  of  your  aehiev'ments, 
Calling  you  Kayoshk,  the  seagulls. 
Yes,  Kayoshk,  the  noble  scratchers  !  " 

Then  the  wild  and  clamorous  seagulls  toiled  with 
beak  and  claws,  and  made  the  rifts  and  openings 
wider  in  the  mighty  ribs  of  Nahma,  and  thus  they 
released  Hiawatha. 

Hiawatha  called  his  grandmother,  old  Nokomis, 
and  pointing  to  the  stiurgeon,  Nahma,  lying  lifeless 
on  the  pebbles,  told  her  that  he  had  slain  "  The 
King  of  Fishes." 

"  Drive  them  not  away,  Nokomis, 
Tliey  have  saved  me  from  great  peril 
In  the  body  of  the  sturgeon  ; 
Wait  until  their  meal  is  ended  ; 
Till  their  craws  are  full  with  feasting — 
Then  bring  all  your  pots  and  kettles 
And  make  oil  for  us  in  Winter." 

Three  whole  days  and  nights  did  it  take  Nokomis 
and  the  gulls  to  strip  the  oily  flesh  of  Nahma — 

"  Till  the  waves  washed  through  the  rib-bones. 
Till  the  seagulls  came  no  longer. 
And  upon  the  sands  lay  notlung 
But  the  skeleton  of  Nahma." 

I  am  indebted  to  Messrs.  Gay  and  Bird  for  the 
use  of  the  illusV-ration,  which  is  taken  from  a  very 
pretty  edition  of  Hiawatha  published  by  them. 
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A  CHEISTMAS  IN  SWALEDALE, 
YOEKS. 

"  Dear  B  , — We  are  asking  a  few  friends  to 

spend  Christmas  with  us,  and  my  wife  and  I  will 
be  delighted  if  you  can  join  us.  There  are  still  a 
few  2)heasants  left,  sufiicient  to  afford  one  or  two 
days'  shooting,  and,  at  any  rate,  the  grayling  fishing 
should  be  a  strong  inducement  to  send  you  up. 
My  wife  says  if  you  intend  to  wade  the  river  you 
are  to  be  sure  and  bring  thicker  wading  stockings 
this  time.  If  you  don't  she  promises  to  impound 
your  fishing  tackle  as  soon  as  it  arrives,  as  she  is 
sure  that  those  last  thin  pair  you  brought  gave  you 
the  cold  you  took  away  with  you  on  the  occasion 
of  your  initial  visit  to  vis. 

"  I  have  witten  to  Jack,  so  no  doubt  you  will 
both  arrange  to  travel  North  together  on  the  22nd. 
— Yours  sincerely,  W  -." 

So  ran  the  tenoi-  of  an  invitation  I  received  to 
spend  a  real  old-fashioned  Christmas  in  Swaledale 
fi'om  a  good  old-fashioned  Yorkshire  sportsman, 
whose  genial  weather-tanned  countenance  was  as 
good  to  behold  as  his  heaity  welcome  and  homely 
hospitality  were  to  experience.  Now,  therefoi-e,  I, 
a  lone  bachelor,  who,  ]ji'ior  to  the  recei])t  of  thv. 
foregoing  letter,  was  undecided  liow  or  where  to 
spend  the  festive  season,  had  much  cause  for  elation, 
and,  as  soon  as  my  duties  permitted,  I  went  in 
quest  of  my  bosom  friend  Jack  to  celebrate  the 
joyful  tidings. 

I  found  him  in  his  sanctum  in  the  vaporous  embrace 
of  "  My  Lady  Nicotine,"  and  there  was  no  need  to 
explain  the  reason  for  my  abrupt  entrance,  his 
smiling  face  assuring  me  that  ha  was  already  "  in  the 
know." 

"  Well,  can  you  manage  to  get  away  on  the  22nd  ?  " 
queried  Jack,  as  he  vacated  his  own  chair  and  drew 
another  up  for  himself  in  front  of  the  cosy  fire. 

"  Yes,  all  being  well." 

"Then  we  will  leave  by  the  11.50  express  for 
Daiiington,"  he  replied,  "  which  rims  in  connection 
with  the  Richmond  train."  And  for  the  most  part 
of  that  evening  the  Conversation  dwelt  upon  our 
chances  of  finding  the  water  in  good  trim,  the 
most  likely  stretches  on  the  River  Swale,  and  the 
best  lures  for  scraping  an  acquaintance  with  the 
silvery  grayling. 

"  By  the  way.  Jack,"  I  said,  as  I  rose  to  go,  "  I 
am  warned  that  unless  I  take  a  stouter  pair  of 
wading  stockings  than  I  did  last  time — and  I  don't 
believe  there  are  any  heavier  made,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Wellington  boots — I  stand  a  poor  chance  of 
being  able  to  wade  at  all,  as  our  hostess  intends  to 
confiscate  them  at  the  first  opportunity.  What  is 
to  be  done  ?    Youi's  are  no  better,  I'm  certain." 

"  Oh,  we  must  compromise  by  taking  extra  pairs 
of  thick  woollen  socks,"  Jack  laughingly  replied,  as 
I  bade  him  adieu. 

The  morning  of  the  22nd  in  the  Midlands  broke 
fine  and  clear,  with  just  a  faint  whisper  of  frost  in 
the  air,  and  a  suggestion  of  severer  conditions 
further  north,  when  Jack  and  I  started  on  our 
journey  to  Yorkshire,  and  such  was  the  case,  for 
on  reaching  York  the  cathedral  city  lay  white  with 
a  thin  covering  of  snow,  which  had  fallen  overnight. 
A  similar  state  of  things  prevailed  at  Darlington 
and  throughout  the  train  ride  to  Richmond;  while 
the  hills  seemed  deep  in  snow,  the  low-lying  ground 
was  but  lightly  covered,  and  overhead  the  sky  was 
an  azure  blue — all  of  which  was  gratifying  in  the 
extreme,  and  augured  well  for  our  operations  on 
the  river. 

At  Richmond  station  we  were  greeted  by  our 
host  himself,  who  had  driven  in  to  convey  us  and 
our  belongings  to  his  home,  four  miles  distant  up 
the  dale. 

From  the  station  we  drove  across  the  picturesque 
stone  bridge  spanning  the  River  Swale,  whence  we 
obtained  a  passing  glimpse  of  its  surface  shimmering 
in  the  twilight,  and  up  the  hill  into  Richmond  old 
town,  where  our  host  had  a  brief  call  to  make,  and 
then  wc  commenced  the  final  stage  of  our  journey. 
A  keen  frost  had  set  in,  the  rime  on  the  hedgerows 
scintillated  in  the  moonlight,  veiled  by  a  thin  film 
of  cloud,  which,  thrown  upon  the  surface  of  the  river, 
refiected  as  white  as  the  frozen  road  before  us, 
along  which  the  cob's  hoofs  beat  a  pleasant  accom- 
paniment to  our  animated  chatter. 

The  swift  rush  through  the  night  air  sends  the 
blood  coursing  actively  through  our  veins,  and 
when_^the  lights  of  our  destination  are  seen  twinkling 
amid  the  trees  in  the  distance,  we  had  almost 
wished  the  journey  longer. 


Presently  we  draw  up  b.efore  the  portals  of 
our  host's  residence,  the  door  is  thrown  open 
wide,  and  in  the  soft  yellow  glare  that  pours  forth 
and  floods  the  avenue  our  kind  hostess  receives  us 
with  a  gracious  smile,  and  many  thoughtful  inquiries 
after  the  comfort  of  our  journey. 

We  learned  that  we  were  almost  the  first  arrivals  ; 


day.  Early  after  breakfast  we  were  joined  by  two 
of  our  host's  neighbours,  and  then  we  set  out  for 
the  venue,  where  the  keei)er,  with  his  dogs  and  four 
stalwai't  village  lads,  whom  the  former  had  pressed 
into  his  service  for  the  occasion,  awaited  us. 

A  brief  consultation  between  our  host  and  the 
keeper  takes  place,  and  then  we  move  off  in  a  general 
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but  as  the  yoimgest  members  of  the  familyj^Avere 
allowed  to  sit  up  two  hours  beyond  their  usual 
bedtime  in  honour  of  our  advent,  the  gathering  was 
by  no  means  small  when  we  assembled  for  dinner  ; 
and  thereafter  their  iimocent  prattle  proved  so 
entertainmg  that  Jack  applied  for  a  further  exten- 
sion and  got  it,  and  it  was  not  imtil  nurse  came  and 


body  to  the  first  cover.  Now  the  gims  are  stationed, 
the  keeper  ^vith  his  retinue  retires  to  the  extreme 
end  of  the  wood,  and  the  first  beat  commences.*^ 

For  a  while  all  is  silent,! save  for  the  t'vvittenng 
of  small  birds  and  the  snapping  ofl withered  twigs. 
Then  the  first  intimation  of  the  presence  of  the 
beaters  within  the  wood  is  given  by  the  wood- 
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good-naturedly  insisted  upon^'the  immediate  care 
of  her  little  charges  that  our  host  could  get  us  to 
listen  seriously  to  the  programme  ho  had  drafted 
out  for  our  delectation  on  the  morrow.  This 
consisted  of  cover  shooting  in  the  morning,  winding 
up'i^with  a'<'])artridge  drive  in  the  afternoon.  The 
weather  next  morning  garre  promi.se  of  a  glorious 


pigeons,  which  rise  out_of  the  trees  and  silently 
break  cover.  ' 

'"Next  is'heard  the  tapping  of  sticks  against  the 
tree  trunks,  faint  at  first,  gradually  growing  louder 
as  the  beaters' advance,  and  then  suddenly  a' voice 
cries,  "  Cock, '  forward  !  "  and  the  next  moment, 
high  above  in  rajiid  flight,  with  ^vings  outsprciid,  a 
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gorgeous  pheasant  looms  into  range  of  one  of  the 
guns.  "  Bang  !  "  a  few  feathers  start  from  the 
bird,  which  hovers  for  an  instant  in  the  air  and 
then  drops  to  earth  with  a  thud. 
'  And  so  the  sport  progresses.  The  pheasants  and 
rabbits,  and  an  odd  woodcock  or  two,  exposed  to 
good,  bad.  and  indifierent  shooting,  keep  us  busy 
until  noon,  when  firing  temporarily  ceases,  and  we 
repair  to  a  sheltered  corner  of  the  wood  for  refresh- 
ment, where  the  morning's  bag  of  fiir  and  feather 
lies  spread  before  us  on  the  turf.  After  lunch  we 
line  the  fences  while  the  beaters  sweep  the  grass 
and  fallow,  flashing  a  covey  of  partridges  here  and 
there  and  causing  many  a  hare  to  start  out  of  her 
form  and  race  towards  the  ambuscade,  unconscious 
of  the  peril  that  lies  on  the  other  side.  On  our 
return,  the  expected  complement  of  guests  had 
arrived,  and  a  right  merry  evening  we  passed, 
romping  with  the  yoimgsters  and  dressing  the 
Christmas  tree. 

Tlie  following  day,  Cliristmas  Eve,  dawned  clear 
and  bracing,  Kong  Frost  still  retaining  his  grip  upon 
the  land. 

Shooting  was  again  to  take  place,  but  finding  that 
we  should  not  interfere  with  the  arrangements  by 
absenting  ourselves  from  the  party,  which  was 
augmented  by  three  more  guns.  Jack  and  I,  with 
our  host's  permission,  decided  to  go  grayling 
fishing.  ■' 

So  we  made  an  early  start,  and  drove  further  up 
the  valley,  our  objective  being  Gimnerside-on- 
Swale,  and  passing  through  the  villages  of  Grinton 
and  Reeth,  and  skirting  the  tiny  hamlet  of  Low 
Row,  the  road  accompanying  the  river's  course 
most  of  the  way,  we  eventually  drew  rein  at 
the  King's  Arms,  and  having  completed  our  pre- 
parations there,  wended  our  way  down  to  the 
river. 

The  absence  of  snow-broth  in  the  water — for 
snow-broth  is  prejudicial  to  all  kinds  of  angling — a 
frequency  of  frost,  when  the  river's  fringe  is  thinly 
coated  with  ice,  are  conditions  beloved  of  all  gray- 
ling fishers,  and  their  like  greeted  us  on  this  day. 
It  was  fuU  late  in  the  season  to  hope  for  any  success 
with  the  fly  as  a  lure,  wherefore  we  had  brought 
with  us  a  good  supply  of  bright,  red  cockspur 
worms,  which  had  been  scouring  and  toughening 
themselves  in  moss  for  a  week. 

We  had  also  provided  ourselves  with  casts  of  the 
very  finest  undrawn  gut,  made  up  in  one  and  a 
half  yard  lengths,  to  each  of  which  was  lashed  a 
'  No.  12  (Redditch  scale)  Limerick  hook,  weighted 
with  one  or  more  split  shot,  according  to  the 
varying  strength  of  the  stream  ;  small  red  painted 
cork  floats,  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  hazel  nut, 
and  fine  undressed  plaited  silk  lines. 

I  have  always  thought  a  medium  weight  10|ft. 
fly  rod  with  a  moderately  stiff  action  about  the  best 
type  of  rod  for  this  branch  of  grayling  fishing,  and 
such,  with  the  addition  of  a  3in.  Nottingham 
optional  check  Wood  reel,  comprised  our  respective 
outfits. 

Streams  coursing  over  rubble  or  gravel  beds, 
varying  in  depth  from  1ft.  to  2^ft.,  wUl  invariably 
result  in  a  sure  find,  and  there  are  many  of  this 
character  in  the  River  Swale  around  Gunnerside. 

Verily,  we  had  found  the  grayling  in  a  taking 
mood,  for  I  took  four  fish  out  of  the  first  stream  I 
entered,  and  some  little  time  later,  when  passing 
Jack  on  my  way  to  other  streams,  I  learned  that 
he  had  done  well  also. 

Pleasurable  as  it  is  in  fly  fishing  to  see  S.  thymallus 
dart  upward  from  midway  below  the  surface, 
revealing  his  flashing  sides  of  silver  mail  for  one 
brief  part  of  a  second  as  he  turns  to  seize  your 
imitation,  there  is  yet  a  strange  fascination  in 
watching  a  tiny  float  drifting  with  the  stream, 
anon  buffeted  hither  and  thither  by  the  eddying 
ripples,  and  when  suddenly  it  disappears,  and 
simultaneous  with  the  tightening  of  the  line,  you 
experience  a  thrilling  succession  of  sharp,  vigorous 
tugs,  tho  while  your  rod  is  nodding  and  vibrating : 
you  would  at  this  supreme  moment  deride  the 
voice  that  dared  to  whisper  in  your  ear  the  sug- 
gestion of  less  skill  or  an  inferior  charm  contained 
in  the  latter  as  compared  with  the  former  art  of 
grayling  fishing.  I  have  never  seen  the  best  of 
July  trout  that  could  outdo  a  well -conditioned 
grayling  in  a  bid  for  freedom,  a  conviction  which 
was  strengthened  again  and  again  as  I  steered  fish 
after  fish  into  the  landing-net,  arrayed  in  all  their 
glorious  sheen,  rolling  over  and  over  as  they  came — 
game  U>)  the  last.  Soon  after  midday  the  wind 
changed,  the  air  had  Ijecomo  milder,  grey  banks  of 
clouds  commenced  to  gather  ominously  on  the 


horizon,  and  Jack  prognosticated  that  snow  was 
imminent. 

And  though  tho  fish  were  still  moving,  but  in  a 
more  desultory  fashion  than  in  tho  early  part  of 
the  day,  and  as  we  had  promised  to  be  back  home 
early  in  order  to  participate  in  tho  evening's  fes- 
tivities, we  decided  to  give  up  at  three  o'clock,  and 
about  an  hour  or  so  later,  having  fortified  ourselves 
against  the  return  journey  with  a  substantial  meat 
tea  at  the  village  hostelry,  and  exchanged  seasonable 
greetings  with  the  good  folk  of  Gunnerside,  we  were 
spinning  along  the  homeward  track  in  secure  antici- 
pation of  a  safe  and  uneventful  journey. 

But  the  best  laid  schemes  of  mice  and  men  — — . 
Long  before  we  had  covered  the  first  half  of  the 
intervening  distance,  the  sable  mantle  of  night  had 
descended  and  enfolded  the  glimmering  landscape, 
and  the  attendant  stillness  that  pervaded  the  air 
invested  our  conversation  with  a  like  solemnity. 
Suddenly,  Jack,  who  by  common  consent  acted  as 
driver,  drew  my  attention  to  the  horse,  which  was 
swaying  to  and  fro  in  the  shafts,  and  whose  pace  had 
relaxed  into  a  shambling  gait. 

"  What  is  the  matter  with  him  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  I'm  sure  I  don't  know,"  replied  Jack,  as  he 
put  the  reins  in  my  hands  and  jumped  down  to 
make  an  examination.  "  She  has  got  the  spavins, 
old  man,"  he  said  in  a  sepulchral  voice  that 
emanated  somewhere  beneath  the  chest  of  the 
beast. 

Spavins  and  spasms  might  be  synonymous  for 
all  I  knew  to  the  contrary  at  that  moment.  It 
was  sufficient  to  know  that  the  blamed  thing  had 
got  something  which  had  completely  put  our  calcu- 
lations out  of  gear,  and  the  delay,  in  view  of  the 
assurances  we  had  given  to  be  back  in  good  time, 
was  maddening. 

We  had  hired  that  horse  for  the  occasion,  and 
though  both  of  us  thought  at  the  time  of  bargaining 
for  it  that  it  looked  a  wee  bit  thin  and  weedy,  we 
had  no  desire  to  hurt  its  owner's  feelings  with  an 
expression  of  our  joint  opinion,  particularly  as  he 
had  assured  us  that  it  was  more  than  equal  to  the 
task  we  had  imposed  upon  it. 

Nor  was  I  impressed  with  the  result  of  Jack's 
diagnosis,  being  well  aware  that  his  knowledge  of 
the  equine  race  was  no  less  vague  than  mine  own. 
So  when  he  jokingly  began  to  descant  upon  the 
cause  and  effect  of  this  spavin  ailment,  I  testily 
told  him  to  dry  up  and  come  inside. 

"  What  is  to  be  done  ?  "  I  asked  despondently. 

"  Let  him  walk  until  he  drops,"  ventured  Jack, 
who  was  inclined  to  make  light  of  our  misfortune. 
"  Wliat  else  can  we  do  ?  We  shall  get  back  in 
time  for  our  Christmas  dinner,"  he  added  face- 
tiously. 

Six  miles  yet  to  travel  with  a  broken-winded 
horse  that  could  only  move  at  a  funereal  pace — ours 
was  a  sorry  plight  indeed  !  and  when  the  snow, 
which  had  been  threatening  all  along,  commenced 
to  fall'  in  large  flakes,  our  cup  of  sorrow  was 
brimful. 

Indeed,  sitting  in  the  trap  soon  became  imbear- 
able.  We  were  chilled  inside  and  out.  Our  hands 
and  feet  were  so  benumbed  with  the  cold  that  we 
were  glad  to  get  out  and  walk  in  order  to  restore 
the  circulation. 

Even  Jack's  high  spirits  had  ceased  to  effervesce, 
and,  alas  !  we  were  without  the  means  of  creating 
an  artificial  glow,  since  both  pocket-flasks  had  been 
drained  to  the  uttermost  at  the  river  side.  So  we 
continued  our  tramp,  weary  and  dispirited,  through 
the  snow,  each  in  turn  leading  the  sorry  apology 
for  a  horse. 

Once  we  pa"§l»ed  a  band  of  Christmas  waits,  who 
seemed  unmindful  of  the  weather,  on  their  way  to 
serenade  the  peaceful  homesteads,  and  who  gave 
us  a  flying  "  Compliments  of  the  season,"  which 
seemed  blended  with  a  touch  of  irony  in  our  present 
unenviable  position,  and  later  met  a  more  sym- 
pathetic group  of  carollers,  who  stopped  to  ask  if 
they  could  be  of  any  assistance  to  us. 

One  of  their  number  recognised  our  attenuated 
quadruped,  and  exclaimed:  "Why,  it  be  Reuben's 
boss,  for  sui-e,  which  he  tell  t'  me  he  wor  sending 
to  t'  knacker  i'  Richmond  last  Martimas  day.  I 
reckon  he  woan't  dither  any  longer  after  this  job. 
T'  owd  boss  '11  gan  for  certain  this  time.  Happen 
yer  would  get  on  better  without  him,  gentlemen, 
and  if  yer  have  a  mind,  I'll  tak'  him  back  mysen  to 
old  Reube." 

Wo  accepted  the  good-natured  dalesman's  offer 
with  alacrity,  and  having  arranged  with  him  to 
bring  our  fishing  tackle  up  to  the  house  afterwards. 
Jack  and  I  negotiated  the  rest  of  the  journey  on 


foot  through  a  blinding  snowstorm.  ^  iIy,^how  it 
did  snow  ! 

Those  who  have  only  visited  the  Yorkshire  moors 
and  fells  in  tho  summer  when  the  heather  blooms 
thereon  can  have  but  littlo  conception  of  the  in- 
t(!nsity  of  a  winter  storm  in  these  bleak  regions, 
when  tho  wind,  shri(!king  with  malevolent  fury, 
whirls  down  from  the  moorland  heights  and  quickly 
chokes  tho  pass(!S  with  banks  of  drifting  snow. 

What  a  ludicrous  sight  wo  must  have  pre.sented  to 
our  host  and  hostess  and  fellow  guests  who  crowded 
round  us  as  we  stood  before  them,  the  embodiment 
of  abject  humiliation  and  remorse ! — one  chubby 
little  fellow,  with  a  paper  cap  out  of  a  Christmas 
cracker  perched  airily  at  the  back  of  his  head,  found 
a  good  simile  in  our  resemblance  to  a  snow  man 
fashioned  on  the  lawn  that  afternoon. 

Anxiety  as  to  what  had  befallen  us  gave  place  to 
congratulation,  and  half  an  hour  later,  having 
eft'octed  a  quick  change  of  clothing,  our  trials  and 
tribulations  were  forgotten  in  the  excitement  of 
blind  man's  buff,  forfeits,  and  snap-dragon,  and 
when  the  witching  hour  chimed  forth  there  arrived 
that  good  Samaritan  the  dalesman  with  our  fishing 
tackle  :  he  being  a  dark  man  was  forthwith  elected 
"  first  foot  in,"  or  "  lucky  bird,"  in  strict  observance 
of  an  old-time  custom,  and  with  a  sprig  of  holly  in 
his  hand  he  marched  into  tho  house-place  and 
shouted  out  his  nominy,  concluding  with  "  A  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year." 

Brown  Owl. 


ME.  JAEDINE'S  PIKE  EODS. 

In  sending  us  the  following  letter  about  Mr. 
Jardine's  excellent  pike  rods,  Messrs.  AUcock  state 
that  these  rods  can  be  ordered  through  any  respect- 
able retail  tackle  dealer. 

*'  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Redditch. 

"  Gentlemen, — I  am  very  pleased  with  the  new 
rods.  You  have  skilfully  and  faithfully  carried 
out  the  improvements  I  suggested,  while  copying 
the  pattern  pike  rod  I  lent  you.  With  rods  con- 
structed the  same  way  I  captured  my  371b.,  361b., 
and  31  lb.  specimen  pike,  and  I  should  be  very 
pleased  to  tackle  a  40-pounder  on  either  of  the 
rods  you  have  submitted  to  me. 

"They  are  made  of  excellent  cane  and  of  the  proper 
length,  namely,  12ft.  6in.  for  spiiuiing,  and  10ft.  6in. 
for  '  live-bait '  fishing ;  are  light  in  the  hand, 
although  very  strong  weapons,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  guard-rings  are  large,  both  tops  can  be 
packed  inside  the  butt,  thus  avoiding  the  risk  of 
breakage  when  a  spare  top  has  to  be  carried  loose 
in  the  punt. 

"  The  cork-grips  are  another  comfort  ;  in  fact, 
they  are  the  most  perfect  pike  rods  I  have  ever 
handled.  You  will  sell  '  tons  '  of  them. — Yours 
very  truly,  "Alfred  Jardine. 

"  19,  Gordon-road.  Ilford,  Essex, 
"  Dec.  2,  1905." 


FISH  CQLTUEE. 
THE  SURREY  TROUT  FARM,  HASLEMERE 


In  their  report  for  the  season  1905-6,  Messrs. 
Andrews,  of  the  Surrey  Ti'out  Farm,  say : — 

"  We  have  this  year  again  increased  the  number 
of  trout  which  we  shall  have  for  disposal.  The 
stock  of  two-year-olds  is  especially  large,  and  there 
is  a  fair  stock  of  three-year-olds.  We  shall  also  have 
for  sale  trout  from  1  lb.  to  5lb.  in  weight.  We 
have  again  made  very  large  additions  to  oiu- 
breeding  stock,  and  are  now  making  a  speciality  of 
ova  and  fry;  we  shall  have  a  large  quantity  of 
these  for  disposal  tliLs  season.  We  are  determined 
to  keep  to  only  one  quality,  and  that  the  very  best. 
During  the  past  season  we  have  again  supplied  large 
quantities  of  fertilised  May  Ely  eggs,  and  we  are 
prepared  to  execute  orders  for  any  quantity  in  the 
coming  season,  ilay  Fly  eggs  are  delivered  in 
June.*  We  have  also  a  considerable  stock  of 
mollusca  (freshwater  snails,  etc.)  and  crustaceans, 
such  as  the  Gammarus  pide.v,  oc  freshwater  shrimp  ; 
also  the  various  water-plants." 


*  I  am  glad  to  hear  ttiis  ;  but  is  it  not  time  we 
heard  of  some  results  ? — R.  B.  M. 
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A  EAMBLB  BY  THE  WANDLE. 

Feelings  of  sadness  come  over  us  when  we 
compare  the  condition  of  the  Wandle  now  with 
what  it  was  at  the  time  we  first  knew  it  nearly  half 
a  c6ntury  ago.  Almost  on  its  very  banks  we  first 
saw  the  light  of  day.  In  boyhood's  years  we  fished 
the  crystal  stream  with  a  cheap  strong  rod,  a  tight 
coarse  line,  a  goose  or  other  quill  for  float,  and  a 
hook  costing  a  farthing,  on  thick  gut  purchased 
from  an  old  lady  who  kept  a  chandler's  shop  in 
Merton  High-street.  Pocket  money  in  those  happy 
days  was  not  plentiful,  and  we  could  not  afford  the 
luxury  of  a  winch  nor  expend  even  sixpence  in  pro- 
curing a  dozen  decent  hooks.  Besides,  one  of  these 
had  to  last  a  considerable  time,  or  there  would  be 
a  wait  till  next  "  pay  day  "  came  round.  Misfor- 
tunes, however,  occurred  frequently.  A  21b.  trout 
which  took  a  fancy  to  our  garden  worm  or  lump 
of  breadcrust  was  more  than  a  match  both  for  our 
primitive  tackle  and  for  us,  tMd  ninety-nine  times 
out  of  a  hundred  came  off  victorious  in  the  battle. 
One  big'  trout — he  must  have  weighed  31b.  if  an 
ounce — every  boy  knew.  We  remember  him  now, 
though  forty-five  years  have  passed  since  we  angled 
for  him.  His  home  was  in  a  small  eddy  m  the  far 
corner  of  the  old  bridge  in  the  High-street.  He 
condescendingly  took  our  worms  and  crust,  but 
made  uncommonly  short  work  of  our  tackle.  We 
never  heard  that  this  big  fellow  was  caught.  With 
wondering  eyes,  too,  we  watched  a  certain  hair- 
dresser, whose  name  has  faded  from  memory,  kill  a 
brace  or  two  of  trout  each  evening  he  went  out. 
He  was  a  "  dabster  " — I  think  that  is  the  word 
employed  in  boyish  jargon  to  express  unusual  skill 
at  any  game  or  sport — at  fly-fishing,  and  almost  in- 
variably fished  from  off  the  High-street  which  runs 
parallel  with  the  river.  We  cannot  call  to  mind 
either  whether  he  fished  dry  or  wet — probably  in 
the  latter  style,  for  he  used  flies  tied  on  gut.  There 
were  plenty  of  trout  all  over  the  Merton  water 
then.  Wandle  bank  used  to  be  excellent,  and  our 
greatest  delight  was  to  be  allowed  to  act  as  gillie 
to  another  fly-fisherman,  carry  his  net,  and  land, 
more  or  less  artistically,  any  captures  he  made. 
He,  we  do  remember,  employed  wet  flies  also  on 
gut.  Never  do  we  recollect  coming  home  without 
having  wetted  the  net  to  some  good  purpose. 

Round  about  Merton,  Nelson  wielded  the  rod ; 
but  now  all  signs  of  fishlife  in  this  portion  of  the 
river,  and  for  some  long  distance  up  stream,  are 
wanting.  At  Garratt,  a  little  lower  down,  there 
was  lovely  fishing,  and  even  at  Earlsfield,  not  very 
many  years  ago,  we  noticed  on  several  evenings  a 
trout  feeding  just  below  the  Bone  Mill,  which  may 
be  seen,  and  the  odours  emanating  from  it  unques- 
tionably smelled,  by  travellers  on  the  South- 
western line.  This  trout,  however,  was  probably 
the  last  of  the  Mohicans,  for  though  we  have 
looked  for  him  season  after  season  we  have  done 
so  in  vain,  and  now  he  is  probably  in  the  happy 
himting  grounds,  or  that  good  place  where  dead 
trout  go  to  after  their  demise.  Harking  back  to 
Merton,  there  are  plenty  of  lovely  stretches  of  the 
Wandle  right  on  through  the  old  Pightle,  Merton 
Abbey,  Phipps  Bridge,  and  on  to  Mitcham  and 
through  the  Hilly  fields  to  Beddington,  and  what 
grand  fishing  there  once  was  in  all  this  range  of 
water.  But,  alas  !  the  glories  of  the  Wandle,  taken 
as  a  whole,  as  a  trout  stream  have  passed  away. 
Trout  will  live  in  some  parts  below  the  Croydon 
outfall,  but  they  will  not  breed,  and  are  quite 
unfit  to  eat.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river 
things  are  better.  There  are  trout  here,  including 
rainbows,  which  do  breed,  but  the  effluent  from 
the  Croydon  sewage  works  has  affected  the  lower, 
and  probably  better,  length  of  the  comparatively 
short  river,  and  ruined  it  as  a  true  fishery.  The 
surroundings  show  little  change  compared  with 
years  ago.  Hideous  iron  railings  have,  however, 
been  substituted  along  Wandle  bank  for  the 
pretty  dwarf  shrubs  which  bushed  the  stream  in 
days  of  old,  and  also  in  comparatively  recent  years 
— a  change  probably  necessitated  in  the  interests 
of  children  and  pedestrians  on  dark  nights  who 
might  be  unsteady  of  gait.  Exceedingly  pretty 
nooks  and  corners  abound  along  the  whole  course 
of  the  river,  and  one  seldom  goes  out  on  a  fine 
morning  without  coming  across  a  photographic 
enthusiast  embracing  the  opportunity  to  secure 
many  charming  river  views.  The  Wandle  is 
beautiful  still,  but  this  is  all  that  is  left  to  much 
of  this  fishery,  once  famed  for  its  finely-conditioned 
and  splendidly -shaped  trout.    The  pity  of  it  all  ! 

The  Chisl. 
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Wandle,  below  Merton  Mill. 
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A  69LB.  SOUTH  AFEICAN 
"  STEMBEAS." 

Mb.  Hexky  M.  Ries,  president  of  the  East 
London  (South  Africa)  Angling  Society,  writing  to 
Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  of  St.  John-street,  from 
East  London,  S.A.,  on  Oct.  20  last,  says  : — 

"  Deak  Sirs. — I  send  you  photo  of  a  fish  that  I 
caught  here  a  little  time  ago.  It  was  landed  after 
about  an  hour's  play  on  our  beach  here  with  one 
of  your  2-0  double  barbed  hooks  and  single  gut. 
The  fi.sh  is  what  is  known  locally  as  a  '  stsmbras,' 
and  somewhat  of  a  copper  colour  with  black  shading. 
It  weighed  691b.  Trusting  this  wiU  be  of  interest 
to  you. — Yours  faithfully,     "Henry  M.  Ries." 

Messrs.  Carter  add  : — 

"  The  rod  used  was  a  14ft.  greenheart,  one  of  a 
number  we  built  for  him  on  his  last  visit  to  England. 


THE  WINTER  ROACHER. 

Those  anglers  who  enjoy  only  a  few  days  with 
the  rod  and  luie  during  the  summer  little  know  the 
pleasures  of  a  day's  roaching  in  winter.  At  this 
season  the  water  is  usually  in  fair  better  condition, 
there  is  much  less  natural  food,  weeds  and  many 
other  nuisances  are  gone,  roach  are  in  grand  con- 
dition, and  give  more  sport.  Such  anglers  would 
do  well  to  watch  the  operations  of  an  expert  winter 
roach  fisherman,  and  learn  a  lesson  from  him. 
Notice  his  tackle.  A  perfectly-tapered  rod  about 
18ft.  in  length,  light  as  a  feather,  and  so  perfectly 
balanced  that  the  upward  stroke  of  its  point  is 
simultaneous  with  the  almost  imperceptible  turn  of 
the  wrists — the  expert's  one  and  only  movement 
when  striking.  His  line,  either  single  horsehair  or 
gossamer  gut  of  the  first  quality,  is  so  fine  that  a 
novice  would  smash  it  with  even  a  small  fish,  if  he 
did  not  by  his  hard  striking,  but  which  in  the  hands 


A  69lb.  South  Afkican  "Stembbas."  ' 


It  is  midway  between  a  14ft.  fly  and  14ft.  herling 
rod. 

"  P.S. — Mr.  Henry  Ries  ia  president  of  the  East 
Ix)ndon  Angling  Society,  and  much  interested  in 
the  restocking  of  South  African  rivers  ;  he  is  one 
of  the  leading  authorities  oil  piscatorial  matters  in 
South  Africa." 

[The  fi»h  evidently  belongs  to  the  bass  family. — 
Ed.] 


The  Minne.sota  Fi.sh  and  Game  Conunission  has 
begun  work  on  the  bass  ponds  of  the  state  fish 
hatchery  at  Glenwood.  The  new  ponds  will  cost 
12,000  dollars,  it  ia  stated. 


of  an  expert  will  land  roach  of  2lb.  weight,  and  over, 
and  at  times  other  specimen  fish. 

Neither  winch  nor  running  line  form  part  of  his 
outfit ;  the  latter  is  fastened  directly  to  the  top 
of  his  rod  by  a  few  inches  of  the  finest  silk  topping, 
for  these  he  disdains  to  use,  trusting  entirely  to  his 
skill  to  circumvent  his  quarry.  In  fact,  with  such 
care  is  his  tackle  chosen  that,  from  the  butt  of  his 
rod,  which  is  some  2in.  in  diameter,  to  the  length  of 
.5x  gut  next  his  hook,  everything  is  on  a  gently 
descending  scale.  The  bait,  a  tiny  piece  of  freshly- 
made  white  paste  about  the  si/.e  of  a  Beecham's 
pill,  is  placed  upon  the  hook — a  No.  11 — a  scrap  of 
ground-bait  is  pinched  o£E  the  ball  that  lies  at  his 


side,  and  then  carefully  squeezed  around  the  piece  of 
paste  which  forms  the  hook-bait  jjroper. 

The  rod,  which  until  now  has  been  disjointed  at 
either  the  butt  or  second  joint,  according  to  the 
length  of  lino  employed,  is  put  together,  and  the 
bait  gently  lowered  into  the  water.  The  float,  the 
tiniest  possible  quill,  is  dragged  under  by  the  weight 
of  the  cupping.  A  slight  shake  of  the  rod,  however, 
causes  it  to  fall  ofE,  displaying  the  tempting  piece  of 
white  paste,  even  yet  festooned  by  the  clinging 
particles  of  bran.  A  roach  just  noses  it,  but  its 
curiosity  is  fatal.  A  sharp  upward  movement  of 
the  rod,  poised  within  a  few  inches  of  the  float,  is  the 
immediate  response  to  the  bite,  which,  forsooth,  our 
tyro  did  not  even  notice.  Then,  without  trouble, 
certainly  without  noise  or  splash,  and  with  a 
dexterity  the  outcome  of  long  practice,  the  rod  is 
once  more  disjointed,  the  landing-net  quickly  stmk 
into  the  stream,  and  before  it  can  realise  how  it 
has  all  happened,  a  fine  roach  lies  on  the 
rushes  at  the  bottom  of  our  expert's  basket.  So 
the  sport  continues  with  varying  success,  but  always 
with  keen  delight  to  the  enthusiastic  angler. 
He  always  remains  seated,  no  matter  how  large  the 
fish  he  has  to  handle,  merely  having  to  disjoint  his 
pole  when  his  quarry  is  exhausted  enough  to  bring 
it  within  easy  reach  of  his  landing-net. 

The  successful  lure  is  not  always  paste,  although 
most  good  roachers  prefer  it  to  all  other  baits. 
Should  it  not  prove  to  be  the  one  thing  on  which 
the  roach  are  feeding,  the  expert  may  try  gentles 
(an  excellent  winter  bait  when  the  water  is  only 
slightly  coloured),  Wreadcrust,  or  stewed  wheat. 
During  floods  the  tail-end  of  a  nicely  scoured  maiden 
lobworm  is  always  in  request,  or,  say,  a  couple  of 
cockspurs,'  for  he  is  not  at  all  backward  in  trying 
different  worms  or  new  dodges.  Often  it  is  a  tired 
and  cold  sportsman  who  packs  up  as  darkness 
comes  on,  but  the  good  angler  derives  pleasure  from 
the  rigours  of  his  sport,  and  nothing  but  an  unbreak- 
able coating  of  ice  will  deter  him  from  following 
his  favourite  pastime.  Old  Roacher. 


SPORT  AT  CHRISTMAS. 


As  Christmas  time  approaches  the  angler  wiU  be 
probably  thinking  of  spending  a  day  or  two 
in  order  to  visit  once  again  his  favourite  river, 
there  to  ply  the  rod  in  pursuit  of  pike,  perch, 
chub,  and  roach.  It  cannot  be  said  that  December 
is,  on  the  whole,  a  cheerful  month  for  the  angler, 
but  he  will  brave  the  worst  of  waather  in  search  of 
his  sport.  He  will  forget  the  cold  and  discomfort 
attached  to  and  inseparable  from  winter-fishing, 
yet  he  may  be  compensated  for  his  trouble  in  the 
shape  of  a  good  catch  of  fish,  now  in  prime  condition. 
An  angler  need  be  tolerably  hardy  to  venture  out 
in  all  weathers,  but,  if  he  is  provided  with  good, 
warm,  wooUen  clothing,  thick  stockings,  roomy 
boots,  -with  a  sou'-wester  to  keep  the  wind  or  rain 
from  the  back  of  the  neck,  should  it  blow  hard, 
not  forgetting  the  luncheon  basket  and  a  little 
something  in  a  flask,  fishuig  in  mid-winter  is  not  so 
unpleasant  after  all. 

Many  splendid  rivers  and  other  waters  are  open  to 
the  angler,  and  he  should  have  no  difficulty  in  selecting 
a  good  swim  within  reasonable  distance  of  London. 
Special  articles  from  time  to  time  appear  in  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  describing  the  various 
waters  and  the  methods  of  capturing  fish,  whUe  it.s 
weekly  fishing  reports  as  to  the  state  of  the  water 
and  the  prospects  of  sport  are  always  reliable.  It 
is  most  likely  that  the  Thames,  the  Lea,  the  Medway, 
the  Arun,  the  Great  Ouse,  and  the  smaller  streams 
will  be  in  splendid  trim  for  all-round  fishing  during 
this  Christmastide.  The  metropolitan  river  is 
practically  free  for  all  anglers,  and  imdoubtedly  is 
the  best  winter  fishiag  river.  The  Arim  is  also  open 
in  the  gi-eater  portion  of  the  river,  and  capital  pike 
and  roach  fishing  is  to  be  had,  while  pike,  perch, 
chub,  and  roach  are  abundant  ia  the  Great  Ouse 
at  Huntingdon,  St.  Neots,  St.  Ives,  and  other 
stations.  The  Lea — Izaak  Walton's  favourite  river 
— contains  a  fine  stock  of  good-sized  fish  in  the 
upper  reaches.  Many  an  angler  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  some  of  those  famous  parks 
belonging  to  noblemen,  where  waters  are  strictly 
preserved,  and  usually  well  stocked  with  many 
kinds  of  fish,  and  if  the  angler  can  secure  a  day  he 
may  be  fortunate  enough  to  capture  a  giant  pike. 

A  few  hints  on  fishing  may  be  acceptable,  for  it 
is  probable  many  anglers  will  be  going  out  to  try  fresh 
waters.  There  is  no  more  fascinating  or  enjoyable 
form  of  fishing  than  that  of  spinning  or  live- baiting 
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for  pike  in  the  winter,  just  now  in  prime  condition, 
well-fed,  shapely  and  handsomely  marked.  The 
pike  is  a  solitary  fish,  though  sometimes  may  be 
found  collected  together  in  numbers  in  favourable 
eddies,  in  a  backwater,  at  the  tail  end  of  an  island, 
or  near  locks.  In  clear  water,  especially  in  lakes, 
the  fish  are  much  scattered.  Spinning  with  spoon 
or  other  artificial  lures  is  considered  the  most  artistic 
method,  though  a  large  number  of  small  fish  arc 
killed  in  that  way.  There  are  times  when  pike  lie 
close  and  lazy  in  deep  holes  where  the  spinning 
flight  passes  above  them,  or  at  too  great  a  distance 
to  tempt  them.  In  that  case  the  paternoster  is  the 
best  tackle.  If  the  angler  can  keep  as  far  from  the 
water  as  possible,  and  drop  the  bait  noiselessly  near 
the  bank,  he  will  stand  an  excellent  chance  of 
making  acquaintance  with  a  big  fish,  which  frequently 
lie  under  the  overhanging  bank  or  reed  beds  that 
grow  by  the  edges  of  the  water.  When  the  rivers 
are  high  and  cloudy,  the  baited  paternoster  should 
be  cast  in  quiet  parts  of  the  river,  for  in  such 
places  dace  and  roach  congregate  out  of  the  stress 
of  the  stream,  and  there  the  fresh -M'ater  shark  go, 
too,  so  as  to  be  near  their  natural  food. 

Like  the  pike,  the  perch  may  be  caught  in  similar 
watei's.  They  are  by  no  means  scarce  in  the  rivei-s 
and  lakes.  Try  for  tliem  in  the  eddies — always  very 
attractive— alongside  camp-sheathing,  old  piles, 
around  willow  roots,  and  let  the  fish  go  well  away 
before  striking  ;  with  care,  several  perch  may  be 
taken  from  one  hole  or  eddy.  The  paternoster  is 
an  excellent  tackle  in  obstruc^d  places,  but  anglers 
will  do  well  to  employ  float-tackle  occasionally. 
Roving  for  perch  shovild  furnish  capital  sport  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  and  the  angler  will  be  well 
advised  to  obtain  a  good  supply  of  small  gudgeon 
and  minnows,  for  the  perch  is  often  very  hungry, 
and  a  number  of  undersized  fish  will  have  to  be 
returned  to  the  water,  and  the  bait  damaged.  Live- 
bait  is  the  most  killing  lure,  though  worms,  scoured 
in  moss,  are  useful,  especially  in  coloured  water. 

Then  again,  the  chub  delight  in  cold,  frosty 
weather,  and  bite  readily,  providing  there  is  a  good 
head  of  water,  under  the  boughs,  and  as  it  is  very 
likely  there  will  be  plenty  of  stream  during  this 
winter,  the  sport  may  be  remunerative.  Good 
catches  of  "loggerheads"  are  made  frequently 
at  Staines,  Old  Windsor,  Datchet,  and  other  up- 
river  stations.  Probably  the  biggest  chub  are  to 
be  found  in  the  Hampshire  Avon,  where,  at  Christ- 
church,  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  the  vice-president  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  landed  a  specimen  weighing  71b. 
floz.,  caught  with  cheese  paste  ;  our  Editor  also 
secured  a  fine  chub  of  61b.  at  the  same  place.  The 
Medway,  the  Mole,  and  the  Wey  also  hold  good 
store  of  chub.  The  angler  has  to  resort  to  every 
manoeuvre  to  outwit  the  crafty  chub.  To  ensure 
success  he  must  keep  out  of  sight  and  fish  very 
quietly.  Directly  the  chub  is  hooked  he  makes 
frantic  efforts  to  regain  the  nearest  submerged 
branch  or  root,  and,  as  it  is  necessary  to  use  strong 
tackle,  the  fish  has  to  be  held  and  got  out  into  the 
open  stream.  Bullock's  pith  is  a  capital  bait  for 
the  winter,  and  sheep's  brains,  cut  up  into  small 
pieces,  are  used  when  fishing  with  the  pith.  Chub 
will  take  cheese  paste  in  mild  weather. 

The  roach  is  the  most  popular  fish,  and  at  this 
period  of  the  season  the  angler  devotes  particular 
attention  to  the  ruddy-finned  fish.  They  have  been 
cleansed  of  their  summer  slime,  and,  deprived  of  the 
vegfitable  diet  upon  which  they  largely  subsisted 
during  the  warmer  months,  bite  more  freely,  and 
fight  gamely.  There  will  be  no  need  to  resort  to 
gossamer  gut  which  we  employed  in  the  summer, 
so  the  tackle  may  be  somewhat  stouter,  for  often- 
times roach  of  1  |lb.  or  over  are  caught.  There  are 
numerous  swims  suitable  for  bank  anglers  in  the 
upper  reaches  at  Henley,  Pangboume,  Reading, 
and  Goring.  Breadcrust  cut  in  tiny  cubes  must 
undoubtedly  be  given  the  palm  for  roach,  and,  if 
continuous  ground-baiting  in  small  instalments  of 
bran  and  bread,  a  goodly  bag  of  fish  may  result 
from  a  day's  fishing.  It  is  always  advisable  to  have 
pike-tackle  with  one  when  roach  fishing,  as  a  pike 
may  be  attracted  by  the  ground-bait,  and  if  not 
caught  will  certainly  disturb  the  swim,  and  the 
big  roach  will  take  up  fresh  quarters. 

It  is  frequently  asked  what  wo  do  with  the  fish 
when  caught ;  more  often  they  are  admired,  and 
then  thrown  on  to  the  dust-heap.  Pike,  perch,  and 
roach  from  a  clear-flowing  stream  are  fairly  good 
eating  fish  on  the  table,  if  nicely  cooked  (m  the 
day  it  is  caught,  and  will  comj)aro  with  many  sea 
fish.  A  j)lke  weighing  411).  or  511).,  well  cleansed, 
btufled  with  forcemeat,  sprinkled  with  breadcrumbs. 


basted  with  butter,  and  then  baked  in  a  hot  oven, 
will  make  an  excellent  dish.  Perch,  as  is  well- 
known,  is  one  of  the  best  of  freshwater  fish  when 
fried  ;  while  a  winter  roach  cooked  with  rashers  of 
fat  bacon  for  breakfast  is  not  to  be  despised. 

Should  the  angler  decide  to  change  the  riverside  to 
a  day's  sea  fishing  during  this  Christmastidc,  he  can 
visit  one  of  our  watering-places  on  the  south  coast, 
where  just  now  large  cod,  silver  whiting,  congers, 
and  many  other  kinds  of  fish  are  plentiful  inshore, 
and  the  season  will  no  doubt  run  wall  into  the 
New  Year  Unfortunately,  in  some  instances,  the 
sea  angling  festivals  have  not  been  altogether  suc- 
cessful, owing  to  the  bad  weather  which  prevailed 
last  month,  yet  on  favourable  occasions  heavy 
baskets  of  fish,  including  many  cod  of  161b.  and  181b. 
in  weight,  have  been  quite  common.  Flatfish,  such 
as  plaice,  flounders,  and  dabs  of  large  size,  are  still 
aft'ording  capital  sport  at  Southend,  while  codling 
and  whiting  are  numerous  in  the  Crouch  at  Burn- 
ham.  Deal  may  be  considered  as  the  Mecca  for  the 
saltwater  angler,  and  both  from  boats  and  pier  sport 
has  been  brisk.  Everywhere  along  the  south  coast 
otters  exceptional  facilities  to  those  in  search  of  sport 
witliin  easy  distance  of  London.  The  best  sport 
is,  r)f  course,  had  from  a  boat,  providing  the  weather 
is  at  all  favourable,  but  often  the  pier-fisher  takes 
a  goodly  number  of  fine  fish.  An  ordinary  i)ike 
rod,  a  stout  line,  with  a  large  winch  and  paternosters, 
fitted  with  suitalUe  leads,  and  two  or  three  hooks, 
are  all  that  is  really  needful.  Strips  of  fresh  herring, 
lugworms  or  mussels  are  the  best  lures  for  silver 
whiting,  codling,  and  flatfish,  and  these  baits  can 
generally  be  procured  of  the  local  fishermen  at  a 
moderate  cost. 

In  conclusion,  the  wTiter  wishes  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  may  enjoy  a  Merry  Christmas,  a 
prosperous  New  Year,  and  plenty  of  sport  when 
they  go  angling.  H.  G.  H. 


LAKGE  SCOTS  TROUT  AND 
SALMON  OF  1905. 

Without  entering  into  any  statistical  account  of 
the  heavy  Scots  trout  and  salmon  killed  in  recent 
years,  it  may  nevertheless  safely  be  stated  that  the 
number  of  really  large  fish  captured  during  1905  is  a 


comparatively  small  one.""  True  though  it  maybelthat 
considerable  quantities  of  trout  have  been  taken,  of 
and  above  the  minimum  weights  hereafter  alluded 
to  in  this  article,  it  appears  equally  certain  that  no 
phenomenally  large  fario  have  been  creeled.  Whilst 
in  regard  to  salmon,  the  numbers  of  very  large  rod- 
killed  fish,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  been 
conspicuous  only  by  their  absence. 

Below  will  be  found  in  the  alphabetical  order  of 
the  streams,  lochs,  or  districts  wherefrom  captured, 
firstly,  all  trout  (Salrno  fario)  and  so-called  Salmo 
ferox  of  4lb.  weight  or  upwards  ;  and  secondly,  in 
the  same  rotation,  all  salmon  (Salmo  salar)  of  40lb. 
and  over  that  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  writer  up  till  the  time  of  wi-iting.  To  take,  then, 
an  opening  and  metaphorical  cast  in  the  wild 
Sutherlandshire  Loch  Assynt,  a  ferox  of  4J:lb.  was 
caught  there  on  June  19,  a  trout  of  41b.  on  June  24, 
another  ferox  of  5lb.  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month, 
and  another  trout  of  4lb.  on  July  13.    In  the  same 


county  on  the  little  neighbouring  isletcd  Loch  Awe, 
on  Aug.  7,  an  angler  had  a  ferox  of  4lb.  IIoz.  by 
means  of  trolling.  Whilst  at  Altnac(!algach  (pro- 
nounced Altnakellagach)  from  Loch  Cama,  still  in 
Sutherlandshire,  two  ferox  of  41b.  each  were  caught 
on  respective  dates  of  May  27  and  July  28.  Again, 
from  Loch  Celladaill,  Sutherlandshire,  quite  a 
number  of  trout  weighing  41b.  and  upwards  were 
taken  during  the  season  :— One  of  4}lb.  was  killed 
therefrom  on  July  5,  one  of  41b.  on  July  17,  one  of 
61b.  on  July  22,  one  of  41b.  on  July  25,  one  of  the 
same  weight  on  July  27,  one  of  4|lb.  on  Aug.  1, 
one  of  4jlb.  on  Aug.  3,  one  of  5lb.  on  Aug.  5, 
and  one  of  6|lb.  on  Aug.  25.  And  from  Loch 
Croasphuill,  Sutherlandshire,  a  trout  of  51b.  was 
creeled  on  June  20.  Though  a  far  cry  from 
Sutherlandshire  to  the  Clyde,  that  river  is  next 
to  be  noticed  in  due  rotation  as  having  yielded  on 
May  2!)  a  trout  in  beautiful  condition,  weighing 
51b.  2oz.,  and  measining  2ft.  in  length  and  12in.  in 
girth.  It  was  caught  with  the  worm  near  El  vanfoot 
when  the  water  was  rising.  Another  still  larger  farif) 
was  "  grassed  "  from  the  same  river  in  June  which 
scaled  5lb.  lOoz.,  measured  over  2ft.,  and  was 
captured  on  the  fly  near  Garrion  Bridge.  Coming 
now  to  the  Aberdeenshire  Don,  a  trout  of  4|lb.  was 
basketed  therefrom  early  in  October.  And  from 
the  Daer,  or  Darr,  a  tributary  of  the  Clyde,  a  fine 
trout  of  4lb.  lloz.  was  taken  on  the  night  fly  by  a 
gamekeeper  on  June  28.  From  Loch  Erich  t,  a 
sheet  of  water  famous  for  its  Salmo  ferox,  one  of 
12Jlb.  was  killed  on  June  23,  a  trout  of  51b. 
on  June  26,  another  ferox  of  61b.  on  June  27, 
two  others  of  respectively  41b.  and  61b.  on  June  30, 
and  a  trout  of  41b.  on  July  13. ,  From  Loch  Pewn, 
Lochinver,  Sutherlandshire,  a  ferox  of  4|lb.  was 
taken  on  June  27  ;  and  from  Loch  Fionn,  Ross- 
shire,  a  lady  angler  during  the  season  kUled 
another  sjjlendid  one  of  12^1b.  Harking  back  yet 
again  for  a  little  to  Sutherlandshire,  a  ferox  of 
41b.  was  caught  from  Grilse  Loch,  Lochinver,  on 
July  10  ;  and  an  angler  had  a  beautiful  trout  of 
9lb.  from  Loch  Grugach,  Inchnadamph,  on  July  8. 
Further,  from  the  Kyle  of  Durness,  a  trout  of  4pb. 
was  taken  early  in  June  ;  one  of  5Jlb.  on  June  12  ; 
one  of  4^1b.  on  June  14  ;  and  one  of  4 Jib.  on  July 
20.  Moreover,  from  the  Kyle  of  Tongue  a  fario 
of  4 Jib.  was  secured  on  July  19. 

Taking  a  glance  in  due  turn  at  affairs  on  lovely 


Loch  Laggan,  a  Salmo  ferox  of  8Jlb.  was  killed 
there  on  June  30,  and  one  of  6ilb.  on  August  15. 
Then  "  Kinross-shire  awa'  "  from  that  world- 
renowned  angling  sheet  of  water,  Loch  Leven, 
which  never,  however,  yields  a  really  heavy  trout,  a 
fish  of  4lb.  12oz.  was  encreeled  by  an  Edinburgh 
angler  fishing  for  a  competition  on  AprU  29.  It 
was  a  silvery  well-conditioned  fish,  and  is  the  largest 
taken  from  the  loch  for  many  years. 

Continuing  with  Loch  Lochy,  an  angler  from 
Invergloy  had  a  brown  trout  of  8|lb.  about  the 
middle  of  August ;  and  from  the  "  Queen  of  Scots 
Lakes,"  Loch  Lomond,  which  yearly  yields  its  quota 
of  heavy  fish,  a  trout  of  71b.  was  killed  from  Rowar- 
dennan  on  April  11,  one  of  9Mb.  on  April  22,  one  of 
9lb.  on  May  3,  one  of  10lb."on  May  6,  and  one  of 
8Jlb.  early  in  June,  all  from  Balloch  ;  whilst  from 
Inversnaid,  on  June  2,  an  angler  had  a  trout  of  l\\h., 
and  on  June  9  one  of  S.Jlb.  was  basketed.  The  latter 
fish,  which  was  a  male,  was  taken  with  the  Im-e  of  a 


Mb.  R.  E.  Fieldhouse's  51lb.  River  Tay  Salmon,  caught  Oct.  4,  1905. 
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parr-tail,  and  was  in  good  condition.  From  Loch 
Lurgain,  West  Ross  Lochs,  a  ferox  of  71b.  was 
creeled  on  Aug.  7.  From  Loch  Merkland,  Suther- 
landshire,  a  ferox  was  killed  of  6^1b.  on  Jime  6,  and 
another  of  5^1b.  on  July  24.  And  from  Loch  More, 
in  the  same  county,  a  brown  trout  weighing  51b. 
was  captured  on  Aug.  10. 

From  Loch  Morar,  Invemess-shire,  a  lake  notable 
for  its  great  depth,  a  trout  of  7|lb.  was  taken  just 
before  a  blinding  snowstorm  on  April  8.  This  fish 
was  a  hen,  very  dark  in  colour,  and  the  lure  was 
a  4in.  Hardy's  Ideal  Phantom  Minnow.  On  Loch 
Ness,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  Caledonian  Canal,  a 
trout  of  41b.  was  taken  by  an  angler  from  Foyers  on 
July  12,  and  a  Salmo  ferox  of  6Jlb.  on  Sept.  14. 
From  the  River  Orchy,  Argyllshire,  a  brown  trout  of 
61b.  was  landed  on  April  27. 

Arriving  now  at  Loch  Rannoch,  a  lake  renowned 
for  the  numbers  of  its  leviathans,  a  fine  specimen  of 
a  trout  weighing  61b.  was  caught  therefrom  on 
May  23,  and  a  ferox  of  11  lb.  on  June  10.  This  fish 
was  a  hen,  31in.  long,  and  16|in.  in  girth.  Its 
captor's  tackle  being  somewhat  light,  it  gave  over 
two  hours'  sport  before  it  was  brought  to  boat,  and 
was  played  for  fifty  minutes  from  the  time  it  was 
annexed  before  it  was  seen.  The  lure  was  a  sniall 
trout  about  6in.  long,  and  about  fifty  yards  of  line 
were  out  when  it  took  the  bait.  It  was  subsequently 
sent  to  Mr.  Malloch,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle 
maker,  of  Perth,  for  preservation.  On  June  26  a 
ferox  of  14lb.  was  secured  from  Bunrannoch  on  the 
same  loch  (the  length  of  this  fish  was  30in.,  the 
girth  19|in.),and  a  trout  of  51b.  was  also  got  by  its 
captor  on  the  same  date.  On  June  30  another  trout 
of  6Jlb.  was  killed  from  Bunrannoch  ;  on  July  7, 
one  of  4lb.  from  the  same  placxs  ;  and  on  July  25, 
one  of  4ilb.  from  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel.  Returning 
again  to  Sutherlandshire,  a  ferox  of  7ilb.  was  taken 
from  Locb  Shin  on  June  6,  a  trout  of  SJlb.  on  June  8, 


a  ferox  of  6flb.  on  July  10,  another  of  5|lb.  on 
July  24,  and  another  of  81b.  from  Shinness  about  the 
end  of  Jtme.  Getting  stiU  further  north  to  the 
Loch  of  Stenness,  in  the  Orkney  Isles,  a  trout  of 
4^1b.  was  killed  from  its  waters  on  Aug.  1,  one  of 
41b.  on  Aug.  9,  one  of  the  same  weight  on  Aug.  10, 
one  of  51b.  on  Aug.  16,  and  one  of  61b.  on  Sept.  20. 
This  loch,  by  the  way,  will  always  be  interesting  to 
anglers  and  ichthyologists  a,s  having  produced  many 
years  ago  a  fish  reputed  to  be  the  heaviest  brown 
trout  ever  captured  in  Great  Britain.  It  weighed 
291b.,  was  taken  by  means  of  a  night  line,  and  may 
be  seen  preserved  at  one  of  the  hotels  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  loch.  Proceeding  now  with  Loch  Tay,  a  lake 
of  course  more  famous  for  its  salmon  than  trout 
fishmg,  a  fario  of  41b.  was  caught  there  on  April  22, 
and  another  fine  one  of  71b.  on  April  26.  The 
largest  Loch  Tay  trout  are  generally  caught  by 
anglers  when  trolling  for  salmon  during  the  spring 
months.  On  Loch  Trig,  Carron,  a  beautiful  yellow 
trout  of  71b.  lOoz.  was  captured  on  July  24.  And 
from  the  Tweed  a  fish  of  4|lb.  was  encreeled  on 
March  9  ;  one  of  41b.  on  March  30  ;  a  beauty  of 
51b.  on  May  3,  from  the  Birgham  water,  and  a  fine 
one  of  41  b.  3oz.  on  May  26.  The  latter  fish,  which 
measured  22in.  in  length,  and  IHin.  in  girth,  was 
caught  by  an  angler  when  fishing  for  pike  near 
Kelso.  In  conclusion  of  the  trout  fishing  portion  of 
this  article,  a  fine  trout  of  8:|lb.  was  captured  on 
Sept.  5  from  Loch  Voil. 

To  deal  now,  in  the  second  place,  with  captures 
by  rod  and  net  of  salmon  (Salmo  solar)  of  and  above 
the  weight  aforementioned,  a  fish  of  421b.  was 
hooked  by  a  gillie  from  the  Old  Bothy  Pool  of  the 
Dalmally^Hotel  water  of  the  River  Awe  on  May  24. 
This  salmon  fought  hard  for  half  an  hour,  and  was 
eventually  landed  at  Greenwell  Pool.  It  was  a 
cock  fish,  39Jin.  long,  and  28in.  in  girth.  The  lure 
was  a  "  Bull  Dog."  On  June  19  a  fish  of  41  lb.,  also 


taken  by  a  gillie,  was  captured  from  Taynuilt  Hotel 
on  the  same  river.  It  was  landed  at  the  Yellow 
Pool,  below  the  Railway  Viaduct.  The  latter 
salmon  was  45in.  in  length  and  27in.  in  girth,  and 
fought  fiercely  at  first,  but  was  brought  to  bank 
within  nineteen  minutes  of  being  hooked.  The  lure 
was  a  small  Blue  Doctor. 

No  large  salmon  were  taken  in  the  Dee  district 
on  the  rod  during  1905,  but  several  heavy  male 
fish  of  401b.  and  slightly  over  that  weight  were 
netted  there  in  July  ;  whilst  in  the  Don  country  a 
fine  cock  fish  of  601b.  weight,  the  heaviest  of  the 
year,  was  netted  in  the  sea  north  of  Donmouth  in 
the  beginning  of  July  ;  another  male  fish  of  41  lb., 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  July  21  ;  and  a 
female  of  40lb.  on  same  date  and  at  the  same  place. 

Turning  now  to  the  Garry  and  Loch  Oich  fishings, 
which  are  rented  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  a  salmon 
of  40^1b.  was  caught  by  trolling  on  the  loch  on 
Feb.  14.  This  fish  was  48in.  in  length  and  25in.  in 
girth,  and  was  lured  by  means  of  a  brown  and  gold 
phantom  minnow.  A  second  salmon  of  41  lb.,  length 
47in.,  girth  27in.,  was  captured  in  the  same  loch  near 
the  same  place  on  j\Iarch  14,  and  the  Duke  informed 
the  wi-iter  that  they  were  very  likely  a  pair  of  fish. 
Both  salmon  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  in 
the  fresh  water  for  some  time,  and  both  were  taken 
on  the  phantom  minnow.  The  Duke  and  his  party, 
by  the  way,  had  almost  a  record  for  spring  fishing, 
having  killed  (two  rods),  between  March  10  and 
March  15,  twenty-two  fish,  weighing  4171b.  ;  and 
between  March  21  and  March  25,  twenty- five  fish, 
scaling  4681b.  From  that  well-known  river,  the 
Spey,  no  large  fish  have  been  killed  by  anglers 
during  1905,  but  on  March  23  a  male  fish  of  401b. 
was  netted  on  the  Raik  water  ;  and  on  July  22 
another  cock  fish  of  45lb.  was  got  in  the  same  way 
in  the  sea  at  Speymouth.  A  fine  salmon  of  441b. 
weight  was  taken  from  the  last-named  river  on 
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Oct.  12,  1904,  by  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught  on 
the  Diike  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  water  near 
Fochabers.  It  is  the  largest  rod-killed  fish  captured 
from  the  Spey  for  many  years. 

Reviewing  in  due  order  that  most  renowned  of 
salmon  rivers,  the  Tay,  only  three  fish  of  4()lb.  or 
over,  as  below  describ3d,  have  been  taken  during 
1905.  On  Aug.  21,  one  of  40lb.  was  caught  by 
Mr.  J.  A.  Shepherd,  on  the  Delvine  water.  It  was 
a  fine  male  fish  in  excellent  condition,  and  appeared 
to  have  been  in  the  river  some  ten  or  fifteen  days. 
Being  foul-hooked  at  the  end  of  the  right  gill,  it 
made  a  good  fight,  taking  over  an  hour  to  land.  On 
Oct.  4,  fishing  on  the  free  water  at  Lymire  Hole, 
below  MoncreifCe  Island,  Mr.  R.  E.  Fieldhouse, 
Manchester,  captured  a  male  fish  of  .51  lb.  weight, 
the  heaviest  Scots  rod-killed  salmon  of  the  year, 
of  which  a  photograph  is  reproduced.  Its  length 
was  4ft.  6in.  and  girth  29in.  It  was  in  good  con- 
dition, and  caught  late  in  the  day  on  a  red  phantom, 
a  lure  which  Mr.  Fieldhouse  says  he  has  never  before 
this  year  found  of  any  use  on  the  Tay.  This  fish 
gave  its  captor  forty  minutes'  exciting  sport  before 
receiving  its  cowp  de  grace.  And  on  Oct.  5,  Mr. 
Herbert  Barnett,  on  Upper  Cargill  water,  secured  a 
fish  of  431b.  The  heaviest  fish  taken  by  rod  on  the 
Tay  last  year  was  also  killed  on  free  water.  It 
weighed  451b.,  and  was  caught  near  Orchard  Neuk 
by  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  London.  The  Tweed  up  till 
the  time  of  wi'iting  has  yielded  only  one  really  large 
salmon  to  anglers.  It  was  caught  on  the  Twizell 
water  on  Oct.  28  by  Mr.  Taylor,  Darlington,  weighed 
401b.,  measured  3ft.  llin.  in  length,  and  is.  of 
course,  the  heaviest  Tweed  fish  of  the  season,  though 
last  year  the  heaviest  rod-killed  Scots  fish  was  taken 
from  the  same  river.  Its  weight  was  471b.  It  was 
caught  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Duke  of 
Roxbm-ghe's  Floors  Castle  waters,  and  is  the  largest 
angler's  fish  on  record  from  the  Tweed  for  several 
years. 

To  reel  in  finally  for  the  year  with  the  Ythan 
district  in  Aberdeenshire,  no  large  rod-captured  fish 
were  taken  therefrom  ;  but  a  male  salmon  of  40ilb. 
was  caught  in  a  bagnet  at  Newbiirgh  on  July  8,  and 
another  of  the  same  sex  of  41  lb.  by  the  same  method 
at  Port  Errol  salmon  fishings  on  July  19. 

Reports  of  a  few  other  large  salmonidae  killed,  of 
and  above  the  respective  minimum  weights  in 
question,  may  of  course  not  have  come  under  the 
observation  of  the  writer,  and  in  consequence  may 
have  been  omitted  in  this  article.  But  referring 
especially  to  those  fish  taken  by  anglers,  the  fore- 
going list  is  probably  a  fairly  accurate  one. 

The  scarcity  of  really  large  rod-killed  salmon 
throughout  the  year  is  no  doubt  attributable  to  the 
prevalence  of  drought  during  most  of  the  summer 
and  autumn  months,  when  the  best  fish  are  usually 
got.  Though  the  spring  season  was  a  pretty  good 
one  both  for  salmon  and  trout,  many  of  the  finest 
rivers  were  almost  at  summer  level  from  Jime 
onwards  until  the  beginning  of  October.  At  that 
time  a  short  but  welcome  spate  rejoiced  the  hearts 
of  salmon  fishers,  and  was  the  means  of  their 
obtaining  a  few  days'  good  sport  before  the  close  of 
the  season.  C.  J.  H.  Cassels. 


CHEISTMAS  PIKE  FISHING  AT 
ELLESMEKE,  SHEOPSHIEE. 

The  recent  account  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
some  remarkably  fine  sport  with  bream,  etc.,  at 
Ellesmere  greatly  interested  me,  and,  doubtless, 
many  others,  who,  like  myself,  have  fished  in 
the  lake  and  mereland  of  Salop.  My  last  journey 
from  the  metropolis  to  Ellesmere  was,  however, 
disappointing  in  the  extreme,  as  five  days,  four  at 
Ellesmere  and  one  at  Whitemere,  failed  to  get  me 
a  single  pike,  try  as  I  would,  live-baiting  "  snap," 
paternoster,  or  spinning  from  the  boat.  It  must  be 
stated  that  snow  liad  fallen,  the  Flintshire  Hills  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  being  clad  therewith.  Ice 
also  covered  the  mere  for  part  of  the  first  two  days, 
and  it  was  but  the  y)ower  of  the  sun  that  made  fishing 
possible.  Only  once  did  I  fish  Ellesmere  in  summer- 
time ;  then  I  had  fair  sport  with  bream,  roach,  and 
perch,  not  forgetting  many  very  fine  eels,  but  did 
not  bait  up  for  bream.  My  angling  in  the  Shrop- 
shire meres  was  essentially  piking.  I  will  now 
give  an  account  of  four  days  atlChristmas  time  some 
years  ago,  fishing  Ellesmere  every  day  solely  for 
Esox  Ivcius.  We,  self  and  a  Manchester  friend, 
had  but  indifferent  sport  the  first  two  days,  only 
a^fish  or  two  rewarding  our  joint  efforts  ;  the  third 
day  was  better,  half  a  dozen  fish  being  landed. 


best  about  71b.,  but  our  fourth  and  last  day  made 
ample  amends,  as  it  brought  fourteen  fish  to  net, 
the  heaviest  121b.  and  the  smallest  41b.  The  show 
on  arrival  at  my  friend's  house  in  Manchester  was 
a  brave  one,  consisting  as  it  did  of  twenty-three 
pike,  three  couples  of  great  fat  ducks  (fed  on  the 
mere,  and  killed  for  us  by  keeper  Mr.  Davies),  and 
a  largo  basket  of  new-laid  eggs.  The  -best  pike  I 
remember  being  killed  on  Ellesmere  was  one  of 
251b.  or  261b.  by  a  publican  of  Hulme,  Manchester, 
the  same  being  preserved  and  on  view  in  his  bar- 
parlour.  On  my  visits  to  Ellesmere  I  have  stayed 
at  the  Red  Lion,  then  kept  by  Mr.  Sparrow,  a 
former  coachman  to  Earl  Brownlow,  Lord  of  the 
Manor  of  Ellesmere.  He  was  a  good  sportsman,  a 
genial  host,  and  his  house  a  home  of  hospitality  and 
comfort.  The  Red  Lion  can  be  said  to  be  right  on 
the  water  (Ellesmere),  as  a  few  minutes  from  your 
boat  lands  you  at  the  dinner-table.  For  the 
guidance  of  anglers  unacquainted  with  the  Shrop- 
shire m^res,  I  may  say  that  on  Ellesmere,  a  sheet  of 
water  130  acres  in  extent,  the  fishing  is  open  to  all, 
merely  a  nominal  sum  per  day  being  charged  for 
a  boat.  Whitemere,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
away,  can  be  fished  by  an  order,  given  on  applica- 
tion at  the  Brownlow  Estate  Office,  Ellesmere, 
whilst  permission  to  fish  Blaekmere,  Kettlcmere, 
Colomerc,  and  other  waters  in  the  district  must  be 
asked  for  from  the  respective  owners. 

To  all  who  may  wish  to  fish  the  Shropshire  meres 
in  the  summer  months,  a  word  of  warning  must  be 
given.  A  very  peculiar  feature  of  the  meres  is  the 
so-called  "  breaking  "  of  the  water.  I  have  had 
occasion  to  regret  ray  not  knowing  of  this  breaking, 
and  have  had  no  sport  in  consequence.  On  Elles- 
mere there  is  a  great  quantity  of  a  tliick  sort  of 
flannel-like  weed,  which,  after  a  spell  of  very  hot 
weather,  mostly  near  the  end  of  June  to  the  middle 
of  July,  ferments,  and  thro^vs  off  a  green  slime. 
This  "  breaks  "  up  into  minute  particles,  remains 
in  suspension  in  the  water  for  about  a  fortnight, 
and,  until  it  becomes  deposited  on  the  bottom,  th'i 
fish  are  sickly  and  refuse  to  feed.  J.  D. 


POND  FISHING. 

{Continued  from  page  400.) 

When  the  bottom  of  a  pond  is  composed  of  soft 
mud  the  bait  should  be  within  touch  of  it,  but  not 
allowed  to  sink  into  it  or  the  fish  cannot  see  it,  but 
where  it  i.s  clear,  a  shot  may  be  nipped  on  the  gut 
about  Sin.  from  the  hook  and  allowed  to  rest  on  the 
ground,  for  I  always  think  that  most  baits  when 
suspended  on  ajjparently  nothing  in  still  water  are 
in  an  unnatural  position,  when  compared  to  that  of 
the  ground-bait,  but  where  the  water  is  covered 
with  bottom  weeds,  keep  clear  of  them,  and  should 
it  be  shallow,  put  the  shot  right  up  near  the  float, 
then  the  bait  will  f^ink  slowly  and  naturally. 
Adoptmg  this  method,  carp  may  be  taken  in  clear 
spaces  between  the  weeds,  not  more  than  a  foot  in 
width  and  15in.  in  depth. 

Baits. — Clean,  freshly-made  white  paste  is  taken 
freely  by  most  fish  in  ponds  if  used  on  a  small 
hook,  but  there  are  occasions  when  gentles  and 
small  cubes  of  a  potato  boiled  with  a  bone  in  it  are 
preferred  by  them. 

Wasp  grubs  and  bloodworms  are  two  other  useful 
lures,  and  if  there  are  any  perch  or  tench,  a  nicely- 
scoured  maiden  lob  may  be  tried  with  success.  I 
need  scarcely  say  that  bloodworms  should  be  used 
on  fine  hooks  of  the  very  best  quality,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  thread  them  properly  on  a  thick- 
shanked  hook. 

Jack. — When  ponds  contain  jack,  I  think  it  is 
beslT  to  use  snap  tackle,  fishing  as  fine  as  circum- 
stances will  permit ;  it  causes  much  less  disturbance 
than  either  patemostering  or  spinning,  and  one 
could  often  cover  all  the  water  in  some  ponds  in 
the  course  of  an  hour. 

Carp-Bream,  Bream,  and  Tench.  — WTien  angling  for 
these  three  fish,  and  especially  when  float  fishing  with 
the  worm,  after  making  a  cast,  the  angler  can  rest 
his  rod  on  a  forked  stick,  or  rest,  retire  from  the  side, 
and  watch  his  float  with  the  knowledge  that  from  the 
first  indication  of  a  bite,  more  often  than  not,  he 
will  have  ample  time  to  attend  to  his  rod  and  hook 
his  fish  without  difficulty,  but  he  has  little  chance  of 
hooking  roach  with  equal  success  ;  say,  when  fishing 
with  paste  and  using  an  ordinary  lift,  roach  rod 
and  running  line. 

Some  anglers  do  not  like  fishing  in  ponds,  but  I 
have^ spent  many  a  happy  day  (and  a  few  nights) 


all  alone  at  old  ponds  made  by  man  and  formed  by 
Nature  in  about  a  dozen  different  counties,  and 
caught  carp,  bream,  e^ls,  gudgeon,  pike,  perch, 
roach,  and  rudd,  with  fish  (various),  white  and 
coloured  paste,  gentles,  potato,  wasp  grubs,  caddis, 
worms,  freshwater  shrimps,  etc. 

Styles.  —  Legerlng  with  or  without  a  float,  with 
no  weight  whatever,  with  a  single  perforated  B,  BB, 
or  swan  shot  to  a  pistol  bullet,  and  with  a  float 
with  the  latter  when  fishing  a  good  distance  out, 
from  .5ft.  to  10ft.  in  depth,  getting  the  depth  so 
that  the  8in.  or  9in.  pelican  quill-float  is  anchored 
to  the  ground,  until  about  an  inch  of  its  red  tip  is 
about  an  inch  above  the  surface  in  a  calm  and  2in. 
in  a  ripple.  With  the  float  lying  flat  upon  the  water 
and  striking  the  instant  it  cocks  or  moves  away. 
Ordinary  float-fishing  with  it  at  half-cock,  or  semi- 
legering,  and  with  a  pilot-float,  etc.  The  advan- 
tage in  fishing  with  a  pike  pilot-float  is,  that  one 
cannot  very  well  make  any  mistake  in  throwing 
in  one's  ground-bait. 

When  fishing  with  or  without  a  float,  the  bait 
can  be  cast  out  by  the  aid  of  a  stiflE  pellet  of  ground- 
bait  made  to  suit  the  distance  the  bait  is  required 
to  be  cast,  carefully  squeezed  around  a  single  shot, 
pear-shaped  lead  or  bullet,  by  coiling  line  on  the 
ground  and  a  float  cast  with  the  single  or  double 
loop  throw.    Personally,  when  casting  a  float  by 
the  aid  of  the  latter  throw,  I  prefer  the  lowest  loop  ! 
to  be  drawn  down  between  the  two  lowest  rings  of  \ 
the  rod,  and  not  between  the  lowest  ring  and  the  i 
reel.    Small  floats  can  be  cast  wonderfully  long  j 
distances  in  the  Sheffield  style  and  other  floats  with  a  ; 
Wallis  "  Zephyr "  (Slater's  make)  or  a  Coxon's  ;i 
"  Aerial  "  reel.    When  legering  without  a  float  for  i 
carp- bream,  carp,  or  tench,  I  always  like  the  line  | 
to  curve  from  the  top  of  the  rod  to  the  water,  with  ( 
a  foot  or  two  of  slack  on  the  ground,  so  that  when  i 
one  of  these  fish  takes  the  bait  there  is  very  little  ; 
resistance  ;  I  can  see  better  what  they  are  about  I 
with  a  curved  than  with  a  tight  line,  and  when  it  I 
commences  to  sneak  away  one  should  strike  with  i 
just  sufficient  force  to  hook  the  fish,  but  not  enough 
to  break  the  tackle.    So  much  depends  on  the 
distance  at  which  a  fish  is  hooked  and  the  rod  and  , 
line  one  uses.    I  have  often  seen  a  half-hearted  p 
stroke  fail  to  hook  a  bream  with  the  bait  30yds.  off  in  < 
oft.  of  water.    What  I  mean  is,  the  point  of  the  j 
rod  was  not  thrown  well  back  over  the  left  shoulder. 
The  line  should  float  and  be  as  fine  as  possible,  it  is 
a  great  aid  in  casting,  striking,  and  playing  a  fish, 
whilst  a  line  in  the  least  too  thick  often  swamps  a 
float  too  small,  draws  a  larger  one  to  the  side,  and 
prevents  one  from  casting  properly  in  spite  of  all 
one  can  do. 

Shallows. — Locate  your  fish.    I  once  caught  seven  ; 
jack  in  one  of  these  lonely  old  ponds  within  2yds. 
of  the  side  in  less  than  2ft.  of  water  by  going  8yds. 
or  10yds.  from  the  side  and  waiting  for  them.  About 
4yds.  fm'ther  out,  just  behind  a  clump  of  bulrushes, 
it  was  from  12ft.  to  15ft.  in  depth.    In  the  summer  i 
months  the  fry  used  to  frequent  a  clear,  sandy  . 
shallow  at  this  part  of  the  pond.    Jack  loved  to 
prowl  about  these  rushes,  and  when  I  have  been 
quietly  fishing  all  alone  on  the  opposite  bank  I  ) 
have  heard  a  splash  like  a  dog  jumping  in  the  <^ 
water,  and  glancing  up  seen  a  rare  commotion  and  1 
several  fish  spring  out.    In  mid  autumn  these  fish  i! 
would  be  found  in  much  deeper  water,  where  there  I 
was  more  cover,  and  often  near  beds  of  weeds,  and  f 
I  have  known   anglers  fishing  in  several  ponds,  ,< 
lakes,  fleets,  etc.,  in  8ft.  and  10ft.  of  water,  one  . 
especially,  when  many  of  the  best  fish  were  at  the  ' 
opposite  end,  in  water  about  half  that  depth,  and  '.i 
where,  on  one  occasion  at  any  rate,  ten  times  the  t 
number  of  fish  were  caught,  to  the  great  disgust  of  a  a 
pompous  visitor  who  had  been  fishing  at  the  other  t 
end. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  after  fishing  in  an  old  |j 
pond  all  night  near  a  large  town,  I  caught  an  A 
eel  close  on  31b.  with  a  light  three-jointed  rod  and  il 
rather  fine  tackle  that  I  was  using  for  bream.  I  i 
shall  never  forget  landing  that  fish,  and  it  only 
proved  what  one  may  do  by  letting  a  fish  have  i 
the  full  play  of  the  rod.  Strange  to  say,  the  gentle-  ■> 
man  who  rented  the  pond  had  no  idea  there  were 
such  eels  in  it.    It  was  in  splendid  condition.  ; 

Old  Angler. 


Egg  Sauce  tor  Fish. — Melt  two  tablespoons  of  fi 

butter,  add  two  tablespoons  of  flour,  and  cook  until  <l 

it  bubbles.    Now  add  one  cup  of  milk  and  one-half  li 

level  teaspoon  of  salt.    Cook  five  minutes  in  the  ' 

double  boiler  and  add  two  hard  boiled  eggs  chopped  II 

coarsely.  j 
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BASS  FISHING. 
I  By  W.  B.  Lord,  R.A. 

"  Smashed  everything  and  gone,  by  Jove  !  " 

"  Yes,  Major,  and  so  they  allers  will,  if  so  be  as  you 
tries  on  that  '  haul  devil,  pull  baker '  sort  of  game 
with  big  bass.  Fishes  ain' t  bosses  by  no  manner  of 
means,  leastways  they  won't  be  sarved  as  sich." 
Such  was  the  exclamation  of  my  hasty  fishing 
companion,  the  Major,  and  such  the  stricture  passed 
on  liis  misfortunes  by  old  Bob,  our  boatman  ;  and 
Bob  was  right.  Fish  are  not  "  bosses,"  notwith- 
standing the  laborious  efforts  mskde  by  so  many  of 
their  would-be  captors  to  treat  them  as  if  they  were. 
Few  sea  fish  there  are,  perhaps,  more  generally 
misunderstood  and  coarsely  fished  for  than  'bass, 
and  few  a^e  there  with  whose  habits  I  am  acquainted 
that  feed  so  differently  according  to  the  position  and 
circumstances  under  which  they  are  placed,  thus 
aSording  a  wide  scope  for  the  skill,  ingenuity,  and 
research  of  the  fisherman,  who  shall,  if  he  pleases, 
accompanj'  me,  on  a  short  voyage,  and  peep, 
Asmodeus-like,  at  the  bass  "  taking  his  devarsions  " 
in  his  own  sea  garden,  and  lend  a  hand  at  ensnaring 
him. 

Let  us,  then,  drift  quietly  away,  with  the  flowing 
tide,  to  one  of  those  old  sunken  hulks,  so  much  like 
J«oah's  Arks  retired  from  business,  beneath  whose 
submerged  timbers  lie  crag  and  rugged  ledge, 
gorgeous  with  many  an  animal  and  vegetable 
wonder.  Upward  like  giant  flag  and  rush  stream 
the  fronds  of  the  Laminaria  diqitata  and  countless 
whip-like  lashes  of  the  Chorda  filum  ;  whilst  groups 
of  coralines,  anthozoa,  and  algae  glitter  about  lilce 
brilliants  in  a  sapphire  setting.  Here,  too,  amongst 
the  secret  crannies  of  the  soddened  oak,  might  be 
seen,  if  we  could  look  close  enough,  creeping  armalids, 
little  lurking  gobies,  and  other  pigmy  haunters  of 
submerged  leviathans.  Tiny  crabs,  shrimps,  and 
other  crustaceans  scramble  in  and  out,  through 
what  was  once  the  window  of  a  state  cabin,  whilst 
clusters  of  massels,  and  whole  beds  of  serpeda  and 
balanus,  grow  everj'where  around. 

Here,  then,  is  one  of  the  chosen  hunting-groimds 
of  the  bass,  and  here  we  will  ^atch  him  engaged  in 
what  is  to  him  the  main  business  of  life — the  chase — 
thrusting  his  strong  nose  by  a  sudden  upward  dart 
into  the  tufts  of  weed,  and  then,  by  a  sweep  of  the 
tail,  retreating  on  winnowing  fin  ready  to  pounce 
on  the  dislodged  prey.  Catching  him  when  thus 
engaged  is  by  no  means  as  easy  as  it  looks,  but  may 
be  thus  attempted.  A  strong  rod  of  average  length 
(almost  any  strong  rod  will  answer  the  purpose), 
fitted  with  a  large  winch,  having  plenty  of  fine 
strong  prepared  line  on  it,  should  be  used.  To  this 
append  a  6ft.  trace  of  strong  twisted  gut  armed 
with  two  No.  3  Limerick  trout  hooks,  after  the 
manner  of  a  common  paternoster,  with  a  sinker 
or  lead  at  the  end,  light  enough  to  be  carried  by  the 
run  of  the  tide  well  under  the  hulk,  but  of  sufficient 
weight  to  keep  your  line  tight. 

Bait  with  a  small  fish,  such  as  sand-launce,  smelt, 
or  sprat,  or  in  lieu  of  these  a  strip  of  cuttle-fish  ; 
a  couple  of  large  mud  worms,  which  will  be  foimd 
figured  in  my  little  work,  "  Sea  Fish,  and  How  to 
Catch  Them  "  ;  or  a  long  strip  of  pilchard  gut, 
hooked  by  the  hard  end.  These  tempting  morsels 
should  then  be  allowed  to  sink  away,  quietly  carried 
by  the  run  down  which  you  are  fishing  until  well 
among  the  bass,  then  by  a  series  of  short  "  lifts  " 
bring  your  bait  back  again  :  when  if  fortune  favours, 
and  the  fish  prove  a  large  one,  some  httle  care  and 
management  will  be  needed.  Bear  well  in  mind  that 
fi-sh  are  not  "  bosses,"  or  you  will  come  to  grief  to  a 
certainty.  Keep  the  top  of  your  rod  well  up,  and 
do  not  give  an  inch  of  line  unless  it  is  taken.  A  wide, 
strong  landing-net  is  far  better  than  a  gaff  for  this 
kind  of  .sport,  and  it  should  be  always  at  hand. 
Large  pollack,  and  a  variety  of  other  fish,  are  taken 
when  fishing  in  this  way,  and  here,  perhaps,  a  few 
words  touching  the  question  of  the  superiority  of 
fine  over  coarse  tackle  may  not  come  amiss  before 
proceeding  to  other  branches  of  our  subject.  I 
broadly  assert,  then,  as  I  have  elsewhere  expressed  it, 
that  "  the  finer  the  ta«kle  is  consistently  with  the 
requisite  strength  to  hold  the  fish  the  greater  will 
be  the  chance  of  testing  its  powers."  Fine  tackle  is 
not  necessarily  weak  tackle,  neither  is  a  straw  band 
of  a  goodly  size  an  strong  as  a  small  wire  rope. — 
From  the  Fisherman's  Magazine,  1864. 


When  pearls  lose  their  pure  lustra  they  need  an 
ocean  voyage,  for  they  are  "homesick."  If  persons 
who  possess  such  susceptible  stones  can't  take  an 
ocean  trip  they  liave  found  out  they  can  arrange 
with  the  purser  of  some  liner  to  see  that  the  pearls 
f^o  abroad  enjoying  the  roll  of  the  waves  and  the 
invigorating  salt  breezes  that  alone  will  di.spel  the 
shadows  that  come  to  pearls  in  this  climate. — 
American  F.G. 


To  me  fair  memories  belong 

Of  scenes  that  used  to  bless. 
For  no  regret,  but  present  song. 

And  lasting  thankfulness. 
And  Very  soon  to  break  away. 
Like  types  in  purer  things  than  they. 
I  will  have  hopes  that  cannot  fade 

For  flowers  the  valley  yields, 
I  will  have  humble  thoughts  instead 

Of  silent  dewy  fields. 
My  spirit  and  my  God  shall  be 
My  seaward  hill,  my  boundless  sea. 

— E.  B.  Browning. 


The  Christmas  part  of  that  well  known  literary 
paper,  The  Publishers'  Circular,  is  to  hand,  and 
again  I  must  say  that  this  excellent  compendium  of 
the  best  books  of  the  year  is  placed  before  the 
public  in  a  way  that  redects  great  credit  on  the 
editor.  The  illustrations  are  distinctly  good,  and 
the  literary  matter  very  helpful  to  those  wno  intend 
presenting  books  to  thair  friends  this  Christmastide. 
in  securing  a  copy  of  this  publication  the  possessor 
will  be  in  the  happy  position  of  being  able  to  make 
his  selection  by  tne  fireside,  as  the  large  display 
of  advertisements  placed  at  his  disposal  form  a 
complete  catalogue  of  seasonable  literature.  The 
price  of  the  paper  is  Is.  6d.,  and  is  published  at 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


Mb.  Thomas  Fobd,  of  Caistor,  Lincolnshire,  has 
just  issued  a  new  patriotic  song  for  solo  with 
chorus,  or  as  a  fonr-part  song,  entitled  "  God  save 
Britannia's  King."  The  words  can  be  had  of  tho 
author  alone,  post  free  4d.  per  dozen,  or  2i.  per 
thousand.  The  song,  full  music  size  (eight  page-i) 
can  be  obtained  of  the  author,  or  from  tho  pub 
lishers,  Messrs.  Novello  &  Co.,  1,  Berners-stieet, 
London,  W.  Although  the  song  is  copyright,  1  feel 
sure  that  Mr.  Ford  will  hot  mind  my  quoting  tho 
first  verse. 

"God  Save  Britannia's  King." 

To  Thee,  the  Great  Jehovah, 

Our  fervent  prayers  we  brmg; 
God  bless  our  native  country! 

God  save  Britannia's  King  ! 
May  he  possess  the  wisdom 

That  Cometh  from  above, 
And  every  heart  ba  loyal 

Beneatli  his  rule  of  love. 

Chorus. 

Let  Britain's  sons  and  daughters 

On  ocean,  mount,  and  plain. 
With  hearts  as  well  as  voices. 

Unite  to  raise  the  strain ; 
And  may  the  heavenly  portals 

With  swelling  echoes  ring, 
God  bless  our  native  country ! 

God  save  Britannia's  King  ! 


I  The  Christmas  number  of  the  Christian  Globe  is  a 
"double  number,"  and  is  entitled  "Our  Christmas 
Hamper."  Without  a  doubt  it  is  a  splendid  penny- 
worth, being  crammed  full  of  good  Cnristmas  cheer. 
There  are  four  complete  Christmas  stories  by  well- 
known  authors,  one  of  which,  "  John's  Happy 
Christmas,"  by  John  Thompson,  wUl  bring  tears  to 
the  eyes  of  many  readers.  Of  course,  I  don't  want 
you  to  cry,  but  i  knew  a  lady  who  used  to  say  that 
"  a  good  cry  does  you  good."  This  pennyworth  of 
"laugh  and  cry"  is  published  at  186,  Fleet-street. 


The  hon.  secretary  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial 
Society  writes  : — "  Fishing  at  Fordingbridge  Mr. 
W.  F.  Grimmett  has  taken  421b.  of  pike  and  201b. 
of  roach.  He  has  also  bean  busy  with  his  gun,  a 
wonderful  '  bag  '  being  his  reward,  nearly  every- 
thing in  the  game  line  one  can  connect  with  Fording- 
bridge being  represented." 


"  The  Mick  " — in  argument.  His  youngest  son 
was  one  year  old  last  Saturday,  Dec.  2  (fact).  Re.sult, 
lively.  The  argument  was  not  on  the  beginning  of 
lives,  but  their  endings  generally.  The  question 
put  by  "  The  Mick  "  to  the  crowd  was  simply  : 
"  Can  they  hang  a  man  with  a  wooden  leg  ?  "  The 
whole  crowd  were  unanimous  with  their  "  Yes,  of 
course  ;  if  the  said  man  had  committed  murder  I  " 
"  Hould  on,  now  !  "  said  Mick.  "  I  say  that  they 
cannot  hang  a  man  with  a  wooden  leg  ;  and,  begorra, 
Oim  open  to  prove  it  !  "  "  Prove  it  !  "  yelled  the 
crowd.  "  Open  the  door,"  said  Mick,  and,  walking 
towards  it,  he  addressed  the  crowd  as  follows  : 
'■  Gintlemon,  ye  have  all  made  a  big  mistake.  They 
never  hang  a  gintleman  with  a  wooden  leg,  because 
ye  see  they  always  hang  him  with  a  rope.  Hooroo  !  " 
And  he  bolted. 


The  Christmas  Number  of  Hearth  and  Home  is  to 
hand,  and  a  right  good  budget  of  reading  matter 
and  pretty  pictures  it  forms.  Having  seen  the 
enjoyment  it  has  given  to  my  "  ain  fireside,"  I  feel 
I  cannot  do  better  than  advise  all  brothers  of  the 
angle  to  procure  a  copy  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
It  is  tho  season  when  we  sally  forth  with  rods  and 
basket  for  a  week-end's  fishing,  and  what  nicer 
than  to  know  we  have  left  at  home  something  to 
keep  the  folk  amused  in  our  absence  ?  A  good  idea, 
too,  to  post  a  copy  down  to  our  friends  in  the 
country  ;  there  is  plenty  of  London  news  to  interest 
them,  and  enough  of  shops  and  shopping  to  make 
our  country  cousins — he,  .she,  or  they — come 
flocking  up  to  town  eager  to  buy  their  share  of  the 
novelties  of  the  season.  Then  there  is  the  great 
competition  open  free  to  all,  the  very  thing  to 
amuse  us  all  for  a  long  winter's  evening,  and  carry- 
ing with  it  the  pleasurable  excitement,  if  we  are 
lucky  enough  to  win,  of  going  to  Messrs.  Benson's, 
Ludgate  Hill,  and  choosing  goods  value  from  £25 
downwards,  according  to  the  measure  of  our  success. 
Stories  (Christmassy  and  otherwise),  articles  on  the 
household,  gardening  hints,  and  cookery  matters 
all  are  included  in  this  excellent  volume,  and  the 
angler  who  takes  my  advice  and  invests  a  shilling, 
"  vich  in  town  the  people  term  a  '  bob,'  "  and  gets 
a  copy  of  the  Christmas  Hearth  and  Home  will  be  a 
popular  man  in  the  family  circle  for  a  whole  week. 


December. 

This  last  month  in  our  year  was,  as  its  name 
indicates  (decern  ten),  the  tenth  in  the  early  calendar 
of  the  Romans,  the  month  in  which  they  celebrated 
their  Saturnalia,  or  games  in  honour  of  Vesta,  their 
goddess  of  purity.  Among  the  ancient  Britons  the 
Druids  at  this  season  held  the  feast  of  Yol,  whence 
our  word  Yule.  Our  Saxon  forefathers  called 
December  Winter-Monat,  and  after  their  conversion 
to  Christianity  Heilig-Monath,  or  Holy  Month,  on 
account  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord.  The  21st  day 
is  the  Winter  Solstice,  the  shortest  day  in  the  year, 
being  only  seven  hours,  forty-four  minutes,  and 
seventeen  seconds  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  25th, 
our  Christmas  Day,  so  named  from  the  Latin  Chriati 
Missa,  or  the  Mass  of  Christ,  has  been  the  principal 
Christian  festival  from  very  early  times.  In  the 
fourth  century  it  was  customary  to  date  any 
remarkable  event  from  the  Nativity,  or  the  Incar- 
nation, instead  of  from  the  building  of  Rome,  as 
heretofore.  The  27th  is  St.  John's  Day  ;  and  the 
28th  has  been  devoted  from  a  very  early  period  to 
the  memory  of  the  Holy  Innocents  who  perished  by 
order  of  Herod  at  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  birth. 
This  is  the  first  month  of  winter,  the  period  of  rest 
for  roots  and  plants,  in  which  to  strengthen  and 
prepare  themselves  for  the  active  life  of  the  ensuing 
season.  The  farmer  has  little  to  do  out  of  doors 
but  to  burn  the  weeds  and  attend  to  the  domestic 
cattle.  Sheep,  which  are  generally  left  out,  must  be 
constantly  tended.  Hibernating  animals  become 
torpid,  while  squirrels,  mice,  and  water-rats  live  on 
the  stores  they  have  accumulated  in  autumn.  The 
last  blossoms  of  the  year  disappear,  but  in  mild 
seasons  a  snowdrop  here  and  there  hangs  out  its 
silver  bell,  as  if  eager  for  the  spring.  The  short 
days  are  dark  and  dreary,  as  that  part  of  the  earth 
on  which  we  dwell  turns  away  from  the  slanting 
rays  of  the  sun  in  six  or  eight  hours.  Indeed,  as  a 
source  of  light  alone,  the  whiteness  of  the  snow, 
which  depends  on  the  rninute  sub-division  of  its 
crystals,  becomes  very  welcome,  as  well  as  for  the 
sheltering  coverlet  it  supplies  to  the  roots,  which 
are  awaiting  the  return  of  "  Spring,  the  year's  youth, 
the  mother  of  new  flowers."  Christmas  is  rightly  a 
time  of  increased  liberality  to  the  poor  and  needy. 


The  Trafalgar  Centenary  number  of  the  United 
Service  Gazette  is  really  a  most  engrossing  publica- 
tion. The  thousands  upon  thousands  of  admirers 
of  England's  greatest  naval  hero  will  find  this  paper 
a  veritable  picture  feast,  as  it  is  illustrated  with 
incidents  in  Nelson's  life  from  cover  to  cover.  With 
this  issue  is  presented  a  supplement  of  eight  charm- 
ing coloured  plates.  "  In  the  cockpit  of  H.M.S. 
Victory"  will  be  fairuliar  to  many,  and  I  am  sure 
that  no  one  who  has  visited  the  dear  old  ship  will 
ever  forget  the  feeling  of  pride  and  patriotism 
experienced  when  Joe  the  Marine  announced,  "  This 
is  the  spot  where  Nelson  died."  Such  publications 
as  this  make  for  the  good  of  a  nation,  and  I  recom- 
mend my  brother  anglers  to  secure  a  copy  and  keep 
it  as  a  memento  of  the  brilliant  hero  who  freed  us 
from  the  trouble  of  a  tenacious  foe,  and  made  our 
little  island  home  the  envy  of  the  world.  "  England 
expects  that  every  man  will  do  his  duty"  was 
Nelson's  famous  signal  on  that  memorable  day,  and 
may  we,  our  children,  and  our  children's  children 
ever  live  up  to  the  grand  command.  This  special 
part  is  published  at  the  offices  of  the  paper,  43  and 
44,  Temple  Chambers,  E.C.    Price,  sixpence.) 
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Mr.  George  Thursby,  who  rides  on  equal  terms 
witli  jockeys,  is  the  subject  o£  the  second  of  the 
series  of  articles  on  "  Sportsmen  of  Mark,"  in  the 
Dacembar  number  of  the  Badminton  Magazine 
of  Sports  and  Pastimes.  A  valuable  article  on 
"  The  Importance  of  Leaving  a  (Jood  Breeding 
Stock  "  will  specially  comm-^nd  itself  to  all  owner.-) 
of  shooting  estates.  Miss  Lilian  E.  Bland  contri- 
butes "A  School  Across  Country,"  illustrated  by 
some  of  her  remarkable  photographs.  In  "  Soma 
Ladies  who  Ride  to  Hounds  "  there  are  many  por- 
traits of  the  most  notable  horsewoman  in  the 
country.  The  series  of  "  Royal  Homes  of  Sport 
in  Germany  "  is  concluded  by  a  de.3cription  of 
"  Rominton."  This  series  Jias  been  written  spe- 
cially for  the  Badminton  Magazint  by  the 
gracious  permission  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the 
German  Emperor.  "  Some  Motor  Problems  "  are 
discussed  by  Major  C.  G.  Matson,  and  an  amusing 
story  "  The  Packney  Hunt  Poultry  Fund  "  is  the 
ninth  "  Strange  Story  of  Sport."  The  monthly 
notes  on  "  Bridge."  "  Books,"  and  a  splendid 
selection  of  photographs  in  the  prize  competition 
complete  a  good  number.  On  the  cover  is  an 
excellent  reproduction  of  the  race  for  the  Ladies' 
Plate  in  the  Bath  and  County  Harriers  point  to 
point. 


E5^T?£NSiVE  arrangements  and  faculitio)  liavo  boon 
made  by  the  Groat  Central  Railway  Co.  to  run  cheap 
excursions  during  the  Christmas  and  New  Year 
holidays  from  London  (Marylebone  Station)  to  all 
parts.  ABC  Programme,  containing  full  particulars, 
can  be  obtained  free  at  stations  and  agencies  on  and 
after  Dec.  9,  or  will  be  forwarded  po.st  free  to  any 
address  from  Publicity  Dept.,  21(5,  Marylebono-road, 
N.  W.  The  booking  and  inquiry  office  at  Marylebone 
Station  is  open  all  day  for  the  convenience  of  pas- 
sengers. Ordinary  and  excursion  tickets  will  be 
issued  and  dated  at  the  station  and  agencies  in 
advance  as  required. 


Yarmouth  Ladies'  Sea  Angling  Society. — 
By  the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Chipperfield — a  lady 
taking  a  great  interest  in  the  society — the  members 
spent  an  enjoyable  social  evening  at  her  rasidence, 
17,  North  Denes-road,  on  Dec.  1.  During  the 
evening  Miss  Ribbons,  the  secretary,  was  presented 
with  a  handsome  silver-backed  mirror.  Captain  S. 
Graystone,  president  of  the  society,  making  the 
presentation  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Telegrams 
of  congratulation  were  received  from  distant 
members. 


Mrs.  CH.UILES  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.),  on  Wednesday 
last,  captured  the  best  fish  taken  at  Deal  this 
season  up  to  date.  It  wa3  a  grand  cod  of  181b.  6oz. 
in  the  pink  of  condition.  The  rest  of  the  catch 
consisted  of  seven  cod  from  141b.  downwards, 
and  ten  score  splendid  whitine,  twelve  of  which 
bumped  the  scale  at  15-Jlb.  The  present  is  the 
best  season  for  cod  Deal  has  known  for  ten  years, 
some  very  fine  catches  having  been  made.  The 
big  fish,  which  only  gave  in  after  a  game  fight, 
has  been  certified  for  the  B.S.A.S.  "  Sarcelle  " 
medal  by  Mr.  Richardson.  Mrs.  Hussey's  pilot 
wa?  the  well-known  boatman  Dick  Philpott. 


Nearly  one  himdred  members  and  friends  graced 
the  festive  board  of  the  Leeds  and  District  Amal- 
gamated Society  of  Anglers  on  Dec.  1st  on  the 
occasion  of  their  annual  dinner  (an  account  of 
which  appears  on  another  page).  Letters  of  regret 
at  inability  to  be  present  were  read  from  many 
gentlemen  who  have  the  interest  of  the  society  at 
heart.  The  concert  was  an  exceptionally  good  one. 
The  Leeds  Quartette  party  sang  glees,  duets,  and 
songs  in  good  style,  and  Mr.  Fred  Musson  was 
responsible  for  the  "  comic  element."  The  dinner 
was  splendidly  served  and  greatly  enjoyed.  Although 
unable  to  be  present  (as  invited)  I  hope  to  be 
"  among  them  "  at  their  next  merry  meeting. 


It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  hoar  from  the  hon. 
rec  of  the  Watford  Piscators  (Mr.  C.  Spilman)  of  the 
death,  after  a  very  brief  illness,  of  my  old  friend, 
Mr.  R.  G.  Robinson,  of  St.  Albans.  His  loss  will 
Ije  felt  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  he  was  a  sportsman 
and  a  gentleman. 


Mr.  W.  J.  PovEY,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society,  tells  me  that  they  are  going  strong. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  it.  Several  new  members  have 
just  been  enrolled,  and  they  hold  a  competition  at 
Staines  on  Dee.  9.  I  may  here  state  that  the 
annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  Feb.  17  next  at  the  Horse 
Shoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court-road,  when  I  have 
been  asked  to  preside.  I  said  I  "would  try." 
I  think  this  will  be  about  the  tenth  time  that 
I  have  presided  over  this  society  of  angler-artists, 
authors,  publishers,  and  printers.  , 


A  Fisherman'.s  Idyll  :  No.  3. 
A  Midsummer  Night's  Drama. 
"  The  poachers  are  a-comin',  sir,  as  certain  aa  a 
book, 

Next  Monday  night  as  over  is  to  try  and  net  your 
brook. 

There's  Peters   known  as  '  Foxy,'  there's  Harry 

nicknamed  '  Black,' 
There's  littlo  Tom  thj  Bumper,  Curly  Joe,  and 

Handy  Jack. 
Tiiey'vo  ciook-nets  and  they've  drag-nets  ;  and  last 

night,  u.s-  hid  1  sat 
Behind  the  bar  at  tlie  Fo.x  and  Goose,  I  heard  them 

pt.m  it  put 

To  go  and  drag  the  mill-pool  in  your  brook  below 
the  mill 

On  Monday  after  midnight  when  everything  was 
still." 

Thus  spake  the  Sergeant  of  Police.    Said  I :    "  If 

you'll  provide 
A  constable,  I'll  come  myself  with  two  good  men 

beside. 

And  we'll  ho  there  to  catch  'em  when  they  the 

mill-pool  drag. 
Or  else  we'll  nab  'om  in  the  lane  returning  with  the 

swag." 

On  Monday  night,  just  after  ten,  there  stole  out 

from  my  liou.se. 
Myself,  two  men,  two  constables,  each  quiet  as  a 

mouse. 

'Twas  difficult  to  .soo  at  first,  for  the  moon  was  out 
of  sight, 

But  in  the  cloudless  sky  above  the  stars  were 

shining  bright. 
We  hid  ourselves  most  carefully,  where  we  thought 

'twas  safe  to  wait. 
In  the  mill  lane  in  a  dried-up  ditch  close  to  the 

mill-yard  gate. 
Two  hours  we  rested  silently  beneath  an  ancient 

oak. 

Till  our  legs  grew  cramped  with  lying  still,  and  we 

weren't  allowed  to  smoke. 
We  heard  a  peewit's  startled  note  piercing  the 

midnight  air. 
And  tlie  sergeant  whispered  softly,  "  Sir,  I  think 

the  gang  are  there." 

*  *  *  *  * 

'Twas  then  the  very  witching  hour  of  night 
When  churchyards  yawn  ana  wicked  men  go  forth 
To  do  such  business  as  the  bitter  day 
Would  quake  to  look  on.     "  Did  you  hear  that 
splash. 

Close  followed  by  a  sound  like  stifled  oaths, 
As  though  some  poacher  stumbled  o'er  a  stone 
And  suddenly  de.jcended  unawares 
To  depths  he  di'eamt  not  of  ?    The  gang  are  there  !  " 
***** 

Again  the  sergeant  whispered,  "  Did  you  hear  the 

sound  of  feet  ? 
That  low-pitched  whistle  answered  back.  They're 

just  agoing  to  meet 
And  pouch  the  swag  they've  caught  to-night,  and 

bring  it  up  the  lane." 
My  feelings  at  that  moment  were  too  anxious. to 

explam. 

Next,  footsteps  coming  tow'r'ds  us  ;  then  we  heard 

the  opening  gate. 
Which  put  the  constable  into  a  most  excited  state. 
And  up  he  rose,  and  out  he  "rushed,  and  clasped 

beneath  his  arm 
I  dimly  saw  a  dripping  form  shouting  in  wild  alarm. 
"  I  thought  you  were  the  devil.  Bob,"  I  heard  the 

captive  say. 

"  Why  did  I  take  a  short  cut  home  along  this  lonely 

way  ?  " 

I  ran  up  to  the  struggling  pair,  and  then  I  found, 

alack  ! 

It  wasn't  Foxy  Peters,  no,  nor  Harry  nicknamed 
"  Black  "  ; 

Nor  little  Tom  tlie  Bumper,  Curley  Joe,  nor  Handy 
Jack 

The  constable  had  pounced  upon,  but  the  tenant  of 
a  farm 

Close  by,  returning  home  to  bed,  quite  innocent  of 
harm. 

Who,  in  the  dark,  had  stumbled  as  he  crossed  the 

stepping-stones. 
And,  falling  in  the  mill-pool  there,  got  soaked 

through  to  his  bones. 
I  begged  his  pardon  heartily,  and,  of  course,  we 

let  him  go. 

And  homewards  hied,  with  nothing  but  our  empty 

hands  to  show. 
The  farmer  quite  forgave  me  for  his  unexpected 

fright, 

And  we've  been  very  friendly  since  that  memorable 
night. 

'Twas  only  comfort  cold  to  learn  from  one  who 

knew,  next  day. 
The  gang  was  out ;    but  mado  their  haul  some 

dozen  miles  away  I 

jj^,  — Ebomneh. 


For  some  years  Mr.  W.  Hase  has  acted  as  the 
very  efficient  honorary  secretary  of  the  Silver  Trout 
Angling  Society,  but  as  he  is  going  abroad  for  a 
time  his  place  has  boon  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Poole," 
who,  I  am  quite  sure,  will  emulate  his  predecessor's 
anxiety  to  do  all  in  his  power  for  the  welfare  of  the 
"  Silver  Trouts." 


I  HAVE  jiist  received  a  letter  from  my  brother 
angler,  Mr.  George  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond  ' 
Hotel,  Surrey,  in  which  he  upbraids  me  for  not 
coming  to  see  him  more  frequently.  I  told  him 
tliat  the  recent  "biting  blasts"  have  not  been 
conducive  to  fishing,  but  I  should  see  him  soon. 
He  says:  "Sixty  pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
lake  up  to  8lbs.  during  the  last  three  weeks.  Perch 
fishinf^  has  been  good  ;  in  three  weeks  seven  two- 
pounders  have  been  caught,  and  on  Dec.  3rd  Mr. 
Weston  took  one  of  2Jlbs.,  and  Mr.  Kimbell  another 
of  the  same  weight  On  the  5th,  Dr.  S.  Hett  took 
one  of  31bs.  2ozs.  The  fish  are  feeding  much  better  ■ 
than  in  past  seasons,  and  are  in  splendid  condition." 


At  Chertsey  Weir,  which  is  on  the  Thames,  may  - 
now  be  seen  that  smart  young  lady  caster.  Miss  R. 
Nowham,  of  Wimbledon  Lake  and  Crystal  Palace 
notoriety,  practicing  for  the  next  big  coming  event. 
She  liopos  to  bo  "fit"  for  the  New  Zealand  Exni-' 
bition  or  New  York,  and  would  like  some  lady  to 
challongo  her. 


Mark  Twain  has  been  entertained  at  dinner  at 
Delmonico's,  New  York,  in  celebration  of  his 
seventieth  birthday.  In  responding  to  a  toast  he 
said  he  had  achieved  three  score  years  and  ten 
by  sticking  strictly  to  a  scheme  of  life  which  would 
have  killed  anybody  else.  He  said :  "  My  only 
restriction  as  regards  tobacco  is  never  to  smoke 
more  than  one  cigar  at  a  time.  I  smoked 
discreetly  during  my  father's  lifetime.  He  died 
fifty-eight  years  ago :  ever  since  then  I  have 
smoked  publicly.  I  never  smoke  when  asleep,  and 
never  refrain  when  awake.  As  for  drinking,  my 
rule  is  when  others  drink  I  like  to  help,  otherwise 
I  remain  dry.  I  hs^e  never  taken  any  exercise 
except  sleeping  and  resting.  My  habits  protect  my 
life." 


Mr.  Walter  E.  Manning  is  the  author  of  one 
thousand  poems  admirably  adapted  for  recitation. 
In  a  very  smart  cover,  and  published  by  Messrs.  C. 
W.  Bradley  and  Co.,  12-15,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet- 
street,  E.C. ,  is  now  issued  for  the  small  sum  of 
threepence  "The  Spare  Moments  Reciter,"  contain- 
ing twenty-four  stirring,  original,  humorous,  and 
dramatic  stories  in  verse  for  reciters.  This  is  the 
first  volume.  No.  2  wOl  be  ready  shortly.  For 
the  festive  reason  it  will  be  very  welcome,  and 
for  that  matter  any  season — all  the  year  round  ! 
It  may  be  obtained  from  ftlessrs.  Smith's  book- 
stalls, or  from  the  publishers.  I  have  read  with 
great  pleasure  the  whole  of  the  twenty-four  con- 
tained in  this  little  volume,  and  can  say  with  safety, 
"  Go  thou  and  do  likewise." 


"  What  h-3  yo  fishing  for,  maister  ?"  queried  the 
urchin  of  a  smart  Londoner  whipping  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Severn,  in  England.  "  Salmon, 
sonny,"  rejoined  the  sportsman.  "  I  do  be  think- 
ing ye  will  fish  a  long  time,"  commented  the 
yoimgster.  "  There  be  fifteen  locks  'tween  here 
and  tide-water." 


"  I'm  well  to  do,"  said  the  elderly  fisherman,  "  but 
fifteen  years  ago  I  feared  that  the  ancestral  estate 
at  Craigbannock  would  have  to  go.  I  was  fishing 
in  the  stream  that  ran  by  our  grounds,  thinking 
sadly  that  it  was  for  the  last  time,  when  I  hooked 
a  fine  carp  and  drew  him  to  land.  It  was  at  this 
place  fifty  years  earlier  that  my  grandfather  had 
lost  in  the  stream  a  fine  heart-shaped  pearl.  Opening 
my  fish's  movith  I  found  a  pearl  sticking  in  the  gullet; 
taking  it  out  I  knew  by  the  shape  it  was  the  one  mj' 
grandfather  had  lost.  But  the  astonishing  thing 
was  that  in  the  fish's  mouth  the  pearl  had  grown  to 
double  its  original  size.  I  pledged  the  pearl  so 
strangely  recovered  for  £3000,  and  thus  laid  the 
foundation  of  my  fortunes."    [Next,  please.] 


Why  do  birds  in  their  little  nests  agres  ?  If  they 
didn't  they'd  fall  out.  Then  do  not  let  us  "fall 
out."  Let  u s  be  happy  together,  especially  at  this 
season  of  peace  and  good  will.  As  the  Editor  has 
wished  all  his  readers  all  they  could  wish  them- 
selves, all  that  remains  to  be  said  is  "  The  same 
from  ,  Dragnet." 
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must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

TVe  had  some  more  bad  weather  on  Thursday, 
Xov.  30,  rain  fell  all  day,  bu*  with  the  advent  of 
December  we  had  a  change,  and  it  has  been  much 
warmer  and  brighter.  On  Deo.  3  we  had  a  nice  day 
lor  the  time  of  the  year,  the  sun  came  out  early  and 
lasted  throughout  the  day.  A  number  of  the 
anglers  adjacent  to  the  Severn  turned  out  and 
succeeded  in  taking  fair  catches  of  dace  and  roach, 
close  in  at  the  side  of  the  river  and  in  some  of 
the  backwaters  ;  the  river  between  Stourport 
and  Bewdley  was  the  chief  place  fished, 
sport  on  the  whole  being  very  fair.  I  am 
pleased  to  note  that  the  Birmingham  Anglers 
are  appreciating  the  lectures  given  by  Mr.  T.  Coles, 
the  president  of  the  B.D.U.A.A.  Last  week  the 
Vulcan  Club  room  was  crowded  with  a  very  appre- 
ciative audience,  and  on  Sunday  last  the  lecture 
was  given  at  the  Gate  Inn,  Lechfield-road,  this  was 
also  a  great  success,  and  everyone  that  attended 
was  more  than  pleased  with  the  lecture,  and  also 
with  the  splendid  limelight  views  that  were  exhi- 
bited, the  views  being  those  of  the  Avon,  Severn, 
Wye,  Lakes  of  Eollarney,  and  the  Scottish 
salmon  fishing  grounds.  These  lectures  so  far  have 
been  the  means  of  considerably  augmenting  the  funds 
of  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
For  a  number  of  years  past  we  have  had  in  Birming- 
ham a  fund  raised  through  our  Birmingham  Daily 
Mail,  which  has  for  its  purpose  to  enliven  the 
hearts  of  the  poor  children  lying  in  the  Children's 
Hospital  and  the  other  infirmaries,  and  even  the 
workhouses,  in  and  near  to  our  city.  In  past  years 
the  fund  has  run  into  about  £1000,  and  fruit  and 
toys  have  been  sent  to  all  the  charitable  institutions, 
which  has  done  much  to  please  the  hearts  of  the 
little  sufferers.  Now,  this  year  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  the  angling  clubs  have  taken  the  matter  up,  and 
are  sending  in  their  subscriptions,  which  no  doubt 
will,  in  the  end,  amount  to  a  very  substantial  sum. 
This  example  should  be  followed  by  other  clubs  and 
associations  throughout  the  country. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  we  have  had  no  weight  of  rain  since  my 
last  notes  were  despatched,  the  Fen  district  has  been 
dominated  by  fog,  and  the  outlook  has  been  of  a 
most  cheerless  character.  Nevertheless,  anglers 
have  not  been  deterred  from  following  their  favourite 
pastime.  The  waters  are  certainly  in  better  co^n- 
dition  than  one  might  expect  considering  the  heavy 
rains  we  have  had  recently,  and  roach-fishing 
especially  has  been  followed  with  a  marked  degree 
of  success.  Those  who  have  made  the  Southre3'-, 
Kirkstead,  and  Tattershall  districts  of  the  Witham 
as  the  base  of  their  operations  have  done  excep- 
tionally well  amongst  the  red  fins,  which  have 
accepted  the  worm  bait  with  more  than  an  ordinary 
amount  of  avidity  ;  indeed,  some  rods  have  creeled 
as  much  as  '201b.  of  fish,  which  is  good  for  the  time 
of  year.  Forty-foot  anglers  have  also  been  having  a 
satisfactory  time  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river, 
notably  along  the  stretch  of  water  between  Dunsby 
and  Hacconby  Fens :  a  friend  of  the  writer  killed, 
amongst  smaller  fry,  three  rudd  averaging  l|lb. 
apiece  on  Dec.  2.  The  best  pike  fishing  just  now  is 
to  be  rnet  with  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham, 
between  Langrick  and  Boston,  and  on  the  Welland 
at  Deeping.  Amongst  recent  captures  in  the  first- 
named  water  were  a  brace  and  a-half  weighing  201b., 
and  a  brace  scaling  131b.  They  fell  to  two  individual 
rods. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  very 
favourable  for  angling  operations  in  this  district, 
and  to-day  (Dec.  6)  has  been  an  ideal  one  for  the 
time  of  year.  Our  local  enthusiasts  have  not 
been  backward  in  availing  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity, for  on  most  of  our  local  waters  quite  a 
number  of  rods  have  been  at  work,  and  sport  on 
the  whole  has  been  fairly  good,  both  in  roach  and 
pike  fishing,  several  very  good  specimens  of  each 
having  been  shown  at  the  various  club  houses 
in  the  city,  but  chiefly  from  the  top  stretches 
of  the  River  Hull  ;and  Driffield  Canal,  although 
a  few  good  fish  have  been  picked  up  hero  and  there 
in  the  tidal  waters,  both  at  Wilfholme,  Hull  Bridge, 
and  down  to  Wawne,  where  both  paste  and  maggots 
have  accounted  for  nice  fish.  Pike  of  fair  size  have 
>>een  .secured  in  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and 
from  one  of  the  top  ponds  in  the  vicinity  of  Land 
<>'  Nod,  a  nice  catch  of  perch  is  reported,  some  of 
ttio  fi.-ih  scaling  from  ^Ib.  to  Jib.  each.  The 
Hull  City  Corporation  vXngling  Association  held 
their  annual  meeting  the  otlier  evening  and 
electwl  their  executive  for  the  coming  season 
as  follows :    President,    Mr.   J.    Burchill ;  vice- 


president,  Mr.  A.  Elliott ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Dick ; 
and  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Gleadhill,  to  be  assisted 
by  Mr.  S.  Grayson ;  Mr.  H.  Jarrett  being  elected 
clerk  of  the  scales  and  weights  for  the  season.  The 
next  meeting  will  be  hold  on  Dec.  22.  The  Lincoln- 
shire waters  are  now  in  first-class  condition,  and 
several  of  our  local  pike  fishermen  have  visited  both 
the  Ludd  and  Ancholme  recently  and  report  them 
in  grand  trim  for  either  live-bait  fishing  or  spinning. 
The  Brigg  anglers  also  report  fair  sport  both  amongst 
roach  and  pike.  The  East  Hull  Brass  Band  Angling 
Association  have  had  a  very  fair  season  both 
financially  and  otherwise,  which  they  brought  to  a 
close  the  other  evening,  and  held  their  annual 
meeting  and  elected  officers  for  1906  as  follows  : 
Mr.  J.  Helm  was  voted  to  the  presidential  chair ; 
Mr.  G.  H.  Harrison  to  the  vice-chair  ;  Mr.  T.  A. 
Northen,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Harris,  hon. 
secretary.  The  Shipwrights  Arms  A.  A.  also  held 
their  annual  meeting  last  week,  and  elected  their 
executive  for  the  coming  season. 

'FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Spawning  operations  on  what  many  consider  our 
chief  river,  the  Ribble,  may  be  considered  as  satis- 
factory, although  when  the  officials  went  to  see  the 
operation  the  weather  and  water  did  not  favour 
them.  However,  they  have  keepers  always  on  the 
alert  and  they  have  filled  the  "  trays."  The  chief 
item  of  interest  in  the  town  of  Warrington  is  the 
desire  to  secure  a  good  specimen  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  Many  well-known  rods  have  been  having  a 
final  try,  but  with  disappointing  results.  What  an 
angler's  paradise  Liverpool  is  can  only  be  estimated 
by  their  doings.  They  care  not  for  weather  or 
anything  else  beyond  fishing,  and  it  would  be  hard 
to  find  a  more  enthusiastic  centre.  The  Farnworth 
anglers  are  going  in  for  fishing  and  not  for  wasting 
money  on  people  who  go  in  for  money-making. 

FROMi  MANCHESTER. 

The  leading  item  of  interest  in  this  city  is  the 
approaching  open  board  meeting  of  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery,  which  will  take  place  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  16,  at  7  p.m.,  at  the  Thatched  House  Hotel. 
On  that  occasion  the  members  will  have  a  chance  of 
getting  direct  to  the  lessees.  One  of  our  oldest  and 
best  anglers  is  seriously  ill  (Mr.  John  Johnson,  of 
the  Buckland  Anglers),  and  everyone  will  wish  him 
a  speedy  return  of  his  usual  health.  To  arrive 
at  an  age  of  three  score  years  and  ten  and  not  have 
an  enemy  is  a  record  worthy  of  emulation  ;  but  he 
deserves  it — the  record.  It  is  yet  early  to  talk  of 
Christmas,  but  the  Moss  Side  Socials  and  other 
clubs  have  anticipated  the  event  and  altered  their 
meetings  to  meet  the  difficulty  of  date.  The 
Sherwood  Anglers  continue  to  prosper,  and  so  do 
the  "  30,"  who  have  done  some  good  stocking  this 
week — J-pounders.  The  Ardwick  Anglers  continue 
to  prosper. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Not  many  anglers  appear  to  have  gone  out  during 
the  week,  and  sport  has  been  less  lively.  Few  long 
journeys*  have  been  undertaken,  for  the  Trent  has 
not  been  in  condition  for  pike  fishing.  At  the 
period  of  writing  the  water  was  rapidly  fining 
down.  Roaching  votaries  have  creeled  fish  at 
Weston,  Trent  Lock,  Barton,  Attenborough,  and 
Beeston,  and  scores  of  smaller  specimens  have 
daily  been  got  in  the  lake  at  Wilford ;  they  are 
chiefly  of  the  bait  order.  On  Nov.  30  the  hon. 
sec.  of  the  Derby  Midland  Institute  Society  (Mr.  F. 
Bannister)  kindly  gave  me  a  day  on  the  society's 
waters  at  Weston.  I  was  accompanied  by  a  friend 
(Mr.  F.  Gamble),  and  we  might  have  succeeded  had 
not  the  weather  turned  out  so  wretchedly  unfavour- 
able. We  had  scarcely  reached  the  old  inn  on  the 
summit  of  the  historical  cliff  than  rain  began  to  fall, 
and  it  never  actually  ceased  throughout  the  day.  We 
pegged  away  in  blinding  storms,  and  bagged  two  or 
three  roach,  and  each  a  rare  good  soaking  through.  I 
verily  believe  I  was  never  out  such  a  day  in  my 
life.  I  learnt  at  the  inn  that  a  few  nice  pike  had 
been  landed  from  the  cliff  basin  and  pool.  Mr.  A. 
Higginson  has  had  a  nine-pounder  for  the  week 
from  the  Hoveringham  district.  Shardlow  has 
been  deserted,  and  few  members  of  the  Pisca- 
torial Society  are  reported  to  have  visited  their 
lower  stretches  at  Rolleston  and  Averham. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  has  been  unusually  quiet  during  the  past 
week,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  we  con- 
sider the  woatlier  and  quantity  of  water  in  the 
rivers.  Only  a  few  rods  have  been  out.  some 
returned  water  beaten,  others  had  but  small  catches 
of  roach  and  dace  but  the  fish  were  large  and  in 
fine  condition.  Several  tried  the  Teme,  have  only 
hoard  of  two  brace  of  grayling  being  caught,  but 
some  nice  dace  wore  taken  with  the  maggot,  and 
when  the  water  gets  in  order  sport,  no  doubt,  will 
be  better.  Pike  fishermen  have  tried  the  Severn 
above  Camp  Locks,  with  live  bait  and  the  spoon. 


but  we  have  only  hoard  of  four  fish  being  taken 
and  those  not  very  largo.  Smoking  concerts  and 
prize  distributions  are  now  occupying  the  clubs. 
The  Barbourno  Inn  Club  had  theirs  on  the  evening 
of  Doc.  1  at  their  hcadquartfjrs,  the  Barbourne  Inn, 
Bank-street.  The  genial  president,  Mr.  A.  Allen, 
occupied  the  chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance 
of  members,  and  a  capital  musical  programme  was 
arranged.  There  was  a  fine  array  of  prizes  won  In 
the  five  contests  the  club  had  held  during  the 
season.  The  champion  prize  (a  marble  clock)  was 
won  by  Mr.  H.  Osborne,  who  was  the  winner  of  two 
other  prizes.  The  other  prize-winners  were  Messrs. 
A.  Mills,  J.  Ford  (two),  J.  Weston,  A.  Turner,  T. 
Handley,  E.  Perry,  A.  Yeats,  J.  Langstono,  F. 
Nind,  and  W.  Morris.  The  secretary's  report  and 
balance-sheet  show  the  club  to  be  in  a  prosperous 
condition. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tlie  rains  which  fell  copiously  last  week  did  good 
alike  to  the  waters  and  the  land.  Agriculturists  as 
well  as  anglers  have  reaped  the  benefit,  and  fears  of 
drought  are  no  longer  expressed.  The  flooding  of 
the  Ouse  and  its  tributaries  has  cleaned  the  river 
beds  and  aided  in  the  supply  of  worm,  grub,  and 
larvae  to  the  fishing  streams.  So  little  has  been 
doing  for  some  time  with  pike  that  an  angler 
who  catches  a  brace  is  considered  fortunate.  The 
question  of  killing  pike  in  the  spawning  season  has 
again  been  raised.  By  many  the  practice  is  con- 
demned, while  at  the  same  time  the  wisdom  of 
stocking  with  trout  waters  which  preserve  pike  is 
questioned.  Pike  in  our  rivers  are  not  to  be  despised, 
for  they  do  much  to  maintain  the  standard  of  other 
fish  by  clearing  out  the  weaklings.  The  York 
Amalgamation  are  going  in  for  abolishing  the 
bye  -  law  which  exempts  pike  from  the 
supervision  of  the  Mundella  Act  and  allows 
the  fish  to  bo  taken  all  the  year  round  in 
Yorkshire.  Coarse  fishermen  are  very  sensitive  on 
the  question.  At  the  end  of  last  week  all  the 
streams  in  York  and  Northallerton  districts  were 
full  of  flood  water^  but  they  have  since  run  down. 
Mild,  open  weather  has  prevailed,  and  the  prospects 
are  distinctly  better  for  grayling,  roach  and  other 
fishing.  Several  anglers  were  recently  in  quest  of 
grayling,  and  inithe  Malton  district  some  euccess 
was  achieved.  Mr.  F.  Hornsby  won  an  acceptable 
trophy  for  a  fish  weighing  14Joz. 

(NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  past  week  has  been  generally  stormy,  with 
heavy  rain  occasionally.  Spawning  appears  to  have 
gone  on  satisfactorily  enough  considering  the  heavy 
floods,  and  so  far  it  must  be  considered  a  good  one 
all  round.  Sea  angling  has  been  suspended  every- 
where owing  to  the  severe  weather  conditions.  A 
meeting  of  the  Waterville  Board  of  Fishery  Conser- 
vators was  held  lastweek,  at  which  the  chairman  pro- 
posed the  following  resolution  : — "  We,  the  members 
of  the  No.  7-2,  or  Waterville  Fishery  District,  assem- 
bled at  this  our  first  meeting  since  the  death  of  our 
esteemed  and  highly  respected  chairman,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Butler,  desire  to  place  on  record  the  great  and 
serious  loss  sustained  by  this  Board  in  his  imtimely 
death.  The  deceased  gentleman  always  presided 
over  the  deliberations  of  our  Board  with  ability  and 
sound  judgment,  and  we  feel  that  his  early  demise 
will  be  an  irreparable  loss  to  the  entire  community. 
We  respectfully  tender  to  Mrs.  Butler  and  the 
Misses  Butler  our  deep  and  heartfelt  sympathy  in 
the  terrible  loss  sustained  by  them,  and  we  now 
adjourn  this  meeting  without  transacting  any 
further  business  to  January  4  next." 

North  of  Ireland. 

A  meeting  of  the  general  committee  of  the  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  recently  in  Johnson's 
Rooms,  Belfast,  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite,  president, 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  fine  attendance  of  the 
members,  it  being  the  evening  for  the  nomination 
of  officers  for  the  coming  year.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  J.  A.  Barlow,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Kirk,  the 
president  was  again  nominated  for  the  fourth 
year  in  succession.  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  hon. 
secretary,  was  nominated ;  the  vacancy  for 
a  treasurer  by  the  regretted  death  of  the  late 
Mr.  A.  Meenan,  J. P.,  was  filled  by  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  W.  M'Stay,  a  veteran  angler,  Mr.  Charles  Kennett 
was  nominated  a  vice-president,  and  Messrs.  W. 
Hunter  and  E.  Himter  were  reappointed  assistant 
secretary  and  assistant  treasurer  respectively,  whilst 
the  retiring  committee-men  wUl  be  eligible  for  re- 
election. This  season  a  small  army  of  water  bailiffs  is 
employed  on  the  Mourne  and  its  numerous  tribu- 
taries. From  Lifford  to  the  extreme  tributaries  in  the 
hinterland  ninety-seven  men  are  on  duty,  not  in- 
cluding three  men  constantlj'  stationed  at  Sions 
Mills  weir,  where  an  iron  hut  is  provided  for  shelter 
and  protection.  In  Lough  Foyle  and  the  lower 
part  of  the  Mourne  tliirty-eigfit  men  are  employed 
in  the  steam  launches  and  ashore  watching  drift 
nets  £uad  the  observance  of  the  close  season. 
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Surplus  Library  Books 

P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
PERTH,  KT.S. 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Crveat  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  and  Px>ize  IVIedala  Awarded. 

Read  rriiis. 

On  reoelpt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 
1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
•or  pd.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  for  3«.  6d. ; 

or  la  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackia 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 

AppliCCltiOD. 

Jobn  Wblte  Ae  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 

and  New  Remainders 

OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 

The  DECEMBER  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction. 

Sent  poet  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. 

llflllt  "SPECIAL 
lllff  mm  maTmlcKrROurlNG  FOR  dQOTS 
ffill.f.  CLEANEST  &  BEST 

CANS  6:aI/-nett  SOLD  EVERYWHERE. 

Telegrams— "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 

LINES  PRESERVED 

By  usinR  VICKERMAN'S 

■  WATERPROOF  PAINT  M 

Better  than  tar,  catechu,  tanning,  or 
oil.    Kctards  freezing,  does  not  add  to  ^| 
weight  or  stiffen  lines.   Best  and  sim- 
picst.  Tins  1/-,  post  free,  as  sample  of 
^1      W.H.Y..  10,  BaslnghaH  St.,  E.C.  ^| 

4-8,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 
WANTED, 

One  -with  some  experience  as  Salesman 
in  Sporting  Goods  preferred.    Give  full 
particulars    of    experience   and  salary 
wanted. 

CHARLES  E.  TISDALL,  Vancouver,  Canada. 

QUEEN'S  HALL,  LANGHAM  PLACE,  W. 

.Sole  Lessees  :                                   CHAPPELL  &  CO.,  Ltd. 

THE   LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA,  LIMITED. 

THE  THIRD  CONCERT  OP  THE  SEASON 

WILL  TAKK  PLACE  ON 

Thursday  Afternoon,  December  14th,  1905,  at  3. 

PROGRAMME. 

CONCERTO  In  G  major  (Brandenburger  Concerto)  No.  3   Bach 

SYMPHONY  in  D  major.  No.  2   SmhL 

VIOLIN  CONCERTO  in  G  major                                                                   Max  B.uch 

Solo  Violin      -      M.  ACHILLE  RIVARDE. 

SYMPHONIC  POEM                     "  Till  Eulenspiegel "                                  R.  Strauss 

Conductor      -      -      Herr  FRITZ  STEINBACH. 

Very  large.    Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICEEK8GILL,   M,  Market  Place,  Eelghley, 

York. 

BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— EDWAKD  BntKBKCE,  Baet. 

Keduced  Fares  South  Hastem  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.    Mjetinos  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  i,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don,  at  8  p.m.   For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 

YOUNG  GENTLEMAN, 

(2H  years), 
WELL  UP  IN  BIOLOGY 
(Botany,  Insects,  andVertebrate  Zoology), 

Seeks  Post  at  a 

FiSH  HATCHERY, 

Accustomed  to  Country  Life. 

Apply — R.E.,  Farnham,  Knaresboro', 
Yorks. 

Single  Tickets— Reserved,  7/6  and  5/-.   Unreserved,  2/6  and  1/-. 

To  be  obtained  from  CHAPPELL'S  Box  Office.  Queen's  Hall,  and  ,50,  New  Bond  Street,  W 
L.  G.  Sharpe,  Concert  Agency,  61,  Kegent  St.,  W.                    Telephone  :  5564  Gerrard.  ' 

CITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society, 

PreHdent    ■    F.  B.  MILDJIAY,  ESQ.,  M.P. 

Meeting  at  7.80  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  In   the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  8.W.E.     Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary. 

AUTUMN  ANGLING 

The  "  FAVOURITE  "  Whole 
Cane  Pike  Rod, 

10  and  11  ft.,  very  light,  well  finished,  balanced  handle,  X5/6. 
With  Double  Cork  Grip,  21/-. 

GOOD  PRESERVED 
FISHING 

NEAR  LONDONT. 

Frequent  trains,  under  half-an-hour  from 
Liverpool  Street.    Season  Ticket,  Xmas, 
lyuo,  uo  Amas,  lyuo,  r  ive  ijuineas. 
Apply,  LESSEE, 
King's  Wkir,  Woemley,  Herts. 

GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOKD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  H.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,   and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Eelvedon,  Essex.   There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
Sbokktaht. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

ilem))ers  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  (Met.  Ry.)  to 
near  Denham,   Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.),  including 
the  Harefield  fishery.     Re-stocked  in  1904  with 
3,000  fish,  recently  with  2,800  more  Country 
Headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefield  (nearest 
Station,  Rickmansworth).    .Meetings  each  Wed- 
nesday, at  9  p.m.,  and  particulars  of  Secretary, 
at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westboume 
Park,  W. 

THE  THAMES: 

WHERE  TO  FISH  AND  HOW. 
1/-       By  F.  H.  AMPHLETT.  1/- 

The  Fishing  Gazette  says :— "  Mr.  Amplilett's 
advice  is  always  good  and  to  the  poiat." 
J.  Dicks,  Effingham  House,  Arundel  Street, 
Strand,  W.C.,  and  of  all  Tackle  Dealers. 

"CHAMPION"  Pike  Line, 

60  yards,  2/-.    Best  Pike  Snaps  and  Pike  Traces,  6d.  each. 

The  "FEATHERWEIGHT" 
Roach  Rod, 

Absolutely  the  Lightest  Rod  on  the  market.    Plain,  T/6.  Highly 
Finished,  12/6. 

CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 

TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

2)eut8cbe  ♦  . 

SPOON  BAITS. 

Wsll-finished ;   rapid  spinners ;  strand 
wire,  not  gimp,  and  lasts  much  longer ; 
wire  deadened  to  resemble  weed.  Pike 
will  follow  to  edge  and  sometimes  jump 
out  of  the  water.     8tlm ;  burnished 
brass,  tSm  Spoons  alone,  4-Sm  per  dozen, 
cash.    I'ost  free  from  practical  fisherman 
and  mechanic — 

J.  POOLEY,  Welford,  RUGBY. 

Hnglerseitung, 

Published  bt 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLINQ  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-Monthly.  Foreign  Awmi^i  Bubsoription,  m«  8. 

F.  SCfllRMER,  Berlin  W.  NeuenborgerSt.  Ul 

GLUE  YOUR  EYE  ON  THIS. 

The  New  Edition  of 
"  HOW  TO  TIE  FLIES  FOR  TROUT 

AND  GRAYLING  FISHING," 
By  H.  G.  McClelland  (FuUy  Illustrated), 
is  now  ready,  and  can  be  had,  by  Bending 
2/4  in  stamps,  from  the  M anaqbb,  Fishing 
Oanette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lare,  Lend  an. 

OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

PiitviUe  Gates,  Cheltenham, 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

OTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Pishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVEKTISB  IH 

HE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Chargei  very  moderate. 
Addreai :  Kins  street,  Alf reton. 
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Again  the  weather  kaleidoscope  is  giving  us  a 
.  aste  of  summer,  so  bahny  are  the  conditions,  but  it 
nav  be  what  the  Highlanders  call  a  "  weather  ga  " 
—that  is,  gull  or  cheat— and  another  round  of  the 
lock  may  see  us  plunged  in  the  thick  of  another 
storm. 


The  last  did  not  fulfil  predictions,  and  the  more  s 
the  pitv  as  a  good  rattling  snowfall  before  Christmas 
is  worth  two  after  it  to  the  spring  and  summer 
angler. 

The  hea\-iest  flood  ever  experienced  in  the  North 
of  Scotland  was  in  1829,  when  the  Dee  carrie^  away- 
most  of  its  bridges.  The  Old  Bridge  of  Dee.  at 
Aberdeen,  and  the  Bridge  of  Potarch  (then  just 
finished)  were  the  onlv  two  left.  There  have  bee^n 
many  since  then,  but  none  have  beaten  that  out- 
standing record. 

With  the  advent  of  Christmas  comes  the  round  of 
inquiries  as  to  angling  waters  in  the  market.  There 
are  several  in  the  North  just  now  on  the  tapis,  but 
as  yet  few  actual  fixtures. 

Over  seventv  of  the  best-fished  trawlers  averaged 
about  £134  in  gross  earnings  on  Friday  last  (Dec.  1), 
and  this  in  the  teeth  of  a  gale  at  sea. 

The  monk-fish  is  in  keen  demand  just  now  for 
southern  markets,  and  fetches  about  9s.  6d.  per  cwt., 
or  the  same  price  as  good  ling. 

Deep  regret  is  expressed  all  over  the  North  at  the 
death  of  Lochiel.  the  Chief  of  the  Clan  Cameron. 
Inverness  is  in  deep  mourning,  for  nowhere  was  he 
better  known. 

Hare  hunts  are  the  order  of  the  day  in  the  North 
just  now.  Mr.  Grant,  of  Wester  Elchies,  entertained 
his  friends  and  tenants  to  one  on  Dec.  2,  when  some 
270  were  bagged  by  over  a  dozen  guns. 

Special  Scotch. 


HERNB  BAY  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Joseph  Gripper)  of  the 
above  society  writes  : — 

Herewith  I  enclose  list  of  prize-winners  at  our 
festival.  The  water  was  thick  and  catches  were 
not  large,  but  the  weather  was  perfect,  and  every- 
body seemed  to  enjoy  themselves.  There  were 
seventy-two  entries,  many  of  those  who  entered 
for  the  original  date  being  unable  to  attend  the 
postponement.  Prizes  were  distributed  ^mme- 
diately  after  the  weighing-in  on  Dec.  4  by  the 
president.  Major  Brine,  who,  in  a  few  well-chosen 
words,  thanked  the  competitors  for  the  kind  way  in 
which  they  had  assisted  the  committee  in  conform- 
ing with  the  rules,  etc.,  and  in  congratulating  the 
winners  he  threw  out  the  hint  that  possibly  next 
year  there  might  be  a  trophy  to  fish  for  ;  he  also 
made  reference  to  the  sporting  way  in  which  Folke- 
stone had  taken  the  clashing  of  the  dates.  He  had 
not  then  heard  how  their  festival  went  off,  but 
hoped  that  they  had  a  good  time  and  big  bag^. 

Mr.  Rooke,  B.S.A.S.,  as  the  winner  of  the  gold 
medal,  returned  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
petitors, and  complimented  the  association  on  the 
way  in  which  their  festival  was  orgamsed.  He  said 
that  he  had  attended  many  festivals,  but  con^ 
sidered  that  this  was  the  best  arranged  of  the  lot 
both  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  com 
petitors  and  for  the  fairness  for  balloting  the  boats 
and  other  arrangements. 

.Mr   Wall  is,  chairman  of   the  Weymouth  Asso 
ciation,  reciprocated.    He  stated  that  he  had  come 
over  200  miles  to  fish,  and  had  thoroughly  enjoyed 
himself,  and  he  would  take  many  tips  on  the  manage 
ment  of  festivals  back  with  him. 

Special  thanks  of  the  committee  are  due  to 
Messrs  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Mil  ward  &  Sons,  Ltd., 
the  Pier  Co.,  Mrs.  Boncey,  and  Mr.  J.  Shorter  for 
the  handsome  prizes  they  had  given,  and  also  to  the 
sporting  papers  for  the  assistance  they  had  given 
in  advertising  the  festival. 

The  following  are  the  prize-winners  from  pier 
and  boats  : — 

Pier. 

Claga  1.— For  the  greatest  aggregate  weight  of 
sizeable  fish  taken  during  the  three  days.— First 
prize,  Milward  two-joint  sea-rod,  won  by  Mr.  M. 
lilake,  B.S.A.S.  ^  . 

Class  2. — For  the  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish 
taken  on  any  one  d^xy  during  the  festival. — First 
prize,  8©a  rod  and  reel,  won  by  Mr.  Blake,  B.S.A.S.  ; 


second  prize,  aluminium-backed  reel  with  optional 
:heck,  won  by  Mr.s.  Flood,  H.B.A.A. 

Class  3. — For  the  heaviest  catch  of  sizeable  fish 
not  exceeding  twelve  in  number  taken  each  day 
(daily  competition).— First  prize,  the  silver  medal 
of  tlie  association  :  Saturday,  won  by  Mrs.  Flood, 
H.B.A.A.  :  Sunday,  won  by  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Heron 

A.  A.  ;  Monday,  won  by  Mr.  Blake,  B.S.A.S.  ;  second 
prize,  the  bronze  medal  of  the  association  :  Saturday, 
won  by  Mr.  Blake,  B.S.A.S.  ;  Sunday,  won  by  Mr. 
H.  Rogers,  B.S.A.S.  ;  Monday,  won  by  Mrs.  Flood, 
H.B.A.A. 

Class  4. — For  the  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish 
taken  on  any  one  day  during  the  festival,  either  from 
pier  or  boat  (ladies  only). — First  prize,  china  dinner 
service,  won  by  Mrs.  J.  Gill,  H.B.A.A. 

Boats. 

Class  1.— For  the  greatest  aggregate'  weight  of 
sizeable  fish  taken  during  the  three  days. — First 
prize  the  gold  medal  of  the  association,  won  by 
Mr.  J.  L.  Rooke,  B.S.A.S.,  201b.  T^oz. 

Class  2. — For  the  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish 
taken  on  any  one  day  during  the  festival.— First 
prize,  two-joint  sea  rod  with  split-cane  top,  porcelain 
rings,  and  Carter's  brass  back  reel,  won  by  Mr.  R.  W. 
Thomas,  B.S.A.S.,  71b.  Uoz.  ;  second  prize,  a  Mil- 
ward  two-joint«sea  rod,  won  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Rooke, 

B.  S.A.S.,  71b.  4ioz. 

Class  3.  For  the  heaviest  sizeable  fish  taken 

during  the  festival.— First  prize,  the  silver  medal  'of 
the  association,  won  by  Mr.  R.  W.  Thomas,  B.S.A.S., 
51b  loz.  ;  second  prize,  the  bronze  medal  of  the 
association,  won  by  Major  Brine,  H.B.A.A., 
1  lb.  ll^oz.  ;  the  gold  medal  of  the  National  Sea 
Anglers'  Federation  for  the  heaviest  sizeable  fish 
taken  during  the  festival  by  a  member  of  an  affi- 
liated club,  won  by  Major  Brine,  Mr.  Thomas  not 
being  a  member  of  an  affiliated  society. 

Qlass  4.  For  the  heaviest  catch  of  sizeable  fish 

not  exceeding  twelve  in  number  taken  each  day 
(daily  competition).— First  prize,  the  silver  medal 
of  the  association:  Saturday,  Mr.  C.  Welby, 
H  B.A.A.,  01b.  4oz.  ;  Sunday,  Mr.  R.  W.  Thomas, 
B  SA.S.,'71b.  lloz.  ;  Monday,  Mr.  J.  L.  Rooke, 
B^sikisii  71b.  4ioz.  ;  second  prize,  the  bronze 
medal  of  the  association:  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Rooke,  B.S.A.S.,  5lb.  13oz.  ;  Sunday,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Rooke,  B.S.A.S.,  61b.  lloz.  ;  Monday,  Mr.  Smith, 
Heron  A.A.,  51b.  Uoz.  -i    c  i 

Class  5  — For  the  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish 
taken  on  any  one  day  during  the  festival  either 
from  pier  or  boat  (ladies  only).— First  prize  china 
dinner  service,  won  by  Mrs.  J.  Gill,  H.B.A.A., 
21b.  5oz.  __________ 

letters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LONGEVITY  AND  GROWTH  OF  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— In  the  year  1854,  the  late  Robert 
Tudor,  a  noted  local  fisherman,  took  eight  small 
trout,  which  he  carried  in  his  hat  from  an  adjacent 
lake  (Llyn'r  Adar— Bird  Lake)  and  put  them  in  a 
deep  out-of-the-way  high  mountain  pool,  situate 
about  three  miles  from  the  Oakeley  Slate  Quarries 
in  the  direction  of  Beddgelert.  This  pool  (Llyn 
Cerrig— Stony  Pool)  is  about  forty  yards  long  by 
fifteen  to  twenty  yards  wide,  with  large  stones  in 
the  northern  end  and  deep  rocky  sides,  but  gradually 
shallowing  from  its  middle  to  the  south  end.  The 
bottom  was  peaty,  except  some  weeds  and  green 
vegetation  at  the  lower  end.  There  are  several 
pools  of  this  kind  in  this  locality,  and  are  supposed 
to  be  fed  up  by  springs  ;  but  have  no  streams 
leading  into  or  out  of  them  like  Llyn  Cerrig,  and  no 
spawning  beds— hence  no  breeding.  But  it  was  the 
custom  of  the  old  fishermen  to  put  trout  slyly  m 
these  pools,  so  that  in  two  or  three  years  they  might 
go  there  and  catch  a  good-sized  trout  (generally 
from  1  lb.  to  21b.)  when  thev  could  not  catch  any  else- 
where,»and  a  fish  urgently  needed.  The  fish  Robert 
Tudor  put  in  Llyn  Cerrig  were  jealously  watched  by 
him  for  several  years,  and  apparently  no  one  but 
himself  knew  what  number  he  had  put  in.  However, 
as  the  fish  disported  themselves  now  and  then  by 
rising  to  the  fly,  and  to  his  chagrin,  other  fishermen 
found  them  out  eventually,  and  they  tried  net, 
otter,  and  rod  to  catch  them.  The  net  failed  on 
account  of  the  deep  rocky  sides,  weeds,  etc.,  and 
the  otter  tack  was  invariably  broken  by  the  fish 
hooked,  and  several  instances  are  on  record  ;  but 
the  rod  takes  the  palm  of  having  landed  all  of  these 
eight  fish.  They  were  taken  at  irregular  intervals 
of  year.H— two  by  Robert  Tudor,  two  by  Robert 
Owen,  a  local  fisherman,  and  three  by  David  Hughes, 
Rhyd-ddu  (by  Snowdon  Ranger),  and  they  all  aver- 
aged from  51b.  to  lOlb.  in  weight— the  heaviest  being 
caught  by  David  Hughes  ;  but  it  fell  to  the  lot  of 


Mr.  David  G.  Jones,  Glasgow  House,  Blaonau- 
Festiniog,  to  catch  the  last  of  the  Mohicans,  and  he 
is  a  veteran  sportsman,  wlio,  besides  having  had  his 
fair  share  of  salmon  and  trout,  has  during  the  latter 
years  accounted  for  more  foxes  and  wild  quadrupeds 
than  even  the  celebrated  Ynysfor  Harriers. 

It  may  be  insinuated  that  others  might  have  put 
fish  in  this  pool,  but  there  is  neither  evidence  nor 
gossiyj  of  this  having  boon  done,  and  Mr.  D.  O.  Jone."* 
caught  the  last  of  the  eiglit  in  the  year  1887.  I 
remember  well  his  exhibiting  it  at  one  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Cambrian  Angling  Association,  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  of  being  its  president  since 
its  establishment  in  1 885.  Mr.  D.  G.  Jones  describes 
the  incident  thus  :  "  A  quarryman  told  me  in  June, 
1887,  that  ho  saw  a  large  fish  rising  in  this  pool 
(Llyn  Cerrig)  as  he  was  coming  over  on  Monday 
from  Beddgelert  to  liis  work  at  Festiniog,  and  on  the 
Thursday  I  and  a  companion  went  up  and  reached 
tlie  lake,  after  a  good  hour's  walk.  I  had  not  sat 
long  watching  on  the  brink  of  the  pool  before  I  saw 
the  fish  rise  to  a  large  brownish  (probably  a  Sedge) 
fly,  more  or  less  peculiar  to  this  pool,  as  I  had  never 
seen  its  equal  in  size  in  any  of  the  adjacent  lakes, 
and  in  their  season  they  emerge  in  numbers  from 
the  grasses  and  scamper  a  straight  course  over  the 
length  of  the  pool  in  no  time,  unless  they  are  gulped 
on  their  speedy  journey,  as  I  have  often  observed 
myself.  It  was  a  substantial  morsel — a  miniature 
locust,  as  Dr.  Roberts  suggests.  I  had  taken  a 
strong  rod  and  gaff  with  me,  and  put  on  a  fly — 
landrail  wing  and  hackle,  with  a  brownish-green 
body,  on  a  No.  5  Limerick — and  asked  my  com- 
panion to  go  opposite  and  point  out  to  me  exactly 
where  the  fish  rose,  and  after  a  few  anxious  casts, 
to  my  great  delight,  it  took  the  fly.  I  had  not  much 
difficulty  in  getting  it  near  the  shore,  but  when  a 
few  feet  off  it  gave  such  a  strong,  sudden  jerk  that  it 
broke  my  cast  like  a  cobweb. 

"  I  went  there  the  following  Thursday,  but  saw  it 
not.  However,  on  the  third  Thursday,  I  was 
fortunate  in  hooking  it,  and  it  fought  well — better 
than  I  anticipated  an  old  fish  would  do.  So  even- 
tually I  gaffed  it.  It  measured  twenty-two  inches, 
and  weighed  5Hb.,  but  its  appearance  showed  it  had 
evidently  been  much  larger.  I  preserved  it,  and 
enclose  a  photograph  of  it.  As  you  will  perceive,  it 
is  a  male  fish,  with  lower  jaw  elongated,  and  the 
upper  jaw  apparently  retracted,  and  the  teath  were 
Uke» those  of  a  cat,  but  most  of  them  became  loose 
and  lost  through  the  handling  before  it  was  preserved. 
The  fly  and  gut  which  caught  it  (similar  to  the  one 
above  described)  are  to  be  seen  (faintly)  fixed  in  the 
corner  of  the  mouth.  According  to  the  dates  given, 
the  fish  was  thirty-three  years  old  when  caught." 

I  may  mention  we  have  here  a  lake  (Dyrnogydd) 
1 500  feet  above  sea  level,  always  noted  for  big  trout. 
Two  years  ago  a  trout  was  found  dead  on  the  shore 
weighing  141b.,  and  many  are  the  records  of  all  kinds 
of  tackle  being  broken  by  them.  A  few  weeks  ago 
I  took  Mr.  Roberts,  of  the  Arrow  Fishery,  Hereford- 
shire, up  to  this  lake,  with  the  view  of  its  being 
suitable  to  lock  rainbows  in  it,  as  the  lake  does  not 
breed  owing  to  the  steepness  of  the  outlet.  There  is 
plenty  of  food,  including  leeches,  and  Mr.  Roberts 
rsports  favourably  to  Mr.  Brandreth,  Dolwyddelan, 
who  owns  the  fishing  of  this  lake. — Yom-s  truly, 
Plas  Weunydd,  Robt.  Roberts. 

Blaenau-Festiniog,  North  Wales. 
[The  photo  will  not  reproduce,  but  it  shows  the 
most  awful-looking  specimen  of  a  trout  I  ever  saw 
— like  a  conger-eel  with  a  cod's  head. — Ed.] 


MR.   LEVY'S  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  2,  on 
"  Dragnet's  "  page,  we  read  the  following  :  "  Messrs. 
J.  Peek  &  Sons,  of  40,  Gray's  Inn-road,  W.C.,  write  : 
'  A  customer,  W.  H.  Levy,  Esq.,  caught  a  2o-pound 
pike  in  private  water  in  Kent  on  Nov.  25.  It  was 
forty-three  inches  long.  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Sons  are 
setting  it  up.'  "  r       •  • 

We  are  obliged  to  Messrs.  Peek  &  Sons  for  giving 
you  this  information,  as  the  25-pound  pike  was 
caught  on  one  of  our  "  Punjab"  wire  traces  and  a 
spinner,  which  I  specially  recommended  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Levy  as  having  served  me  well  with  pike  this 
season.  ■       .  - 

I  did  not  consider  the  above  information  ot 
sufficient  importance  to  send  you,  as  I  am  expecting 
daily  to  hear  of  a  very  much  heavier  fish  being 
killed  on  the  same  tackle  by  the  same  skilful  angler, 
who,  previous  to  spinning,  had  tried  "  live-baiting  ' 
for  some  hours  with  the  result  of  a  pound  and  a 
half  jack  only. 

Tliis  water  was  frequently  fished  by  Mr.  Jardine 
for  specimens,  which  he  got. — Yours  truly. 

Hardy  Brothers  (Forster  Hardy.) 

p.S. — The  "  Punjab  "  wire  trace  is  a  fine  weed 
cutter  when  you  are  fast  in  a  pike  and  weeded. 

[It  reminds  one  of  the  story  of  "  The  House  that 
Jack  Built."— Ed.]  _  _ 
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FISHING  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  groat  favour  if 
yourself  or  any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any 
information  about  fishing  from  small  boats  in  the 
West  Indies.  I  hear  that  tarpon  are  to  be  met  with 
over  there,  but  I  do  not  know  at  which  island. 
Tfie  route  which  I  should  be  going  would  be  Bar- 
badoes,  Grenada,  Trinidad,  Martinique,  Guadeloupe, 
^''"'y'  Inquirer. 

Cardiff. 

[Major  Hutton  gave  some  most  useful  information 
aliout  fishing  in  Jamaica  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
May  13.  I  do  not  think  we  have  had  any  about 
the  other  places. — Ed.] 


THE  GRAYLING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  followed  closely  the  grayling 
correspondence  both  in  the  Scotsman  and  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  note  Mr.  A.  E.  Pope's  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  2.  It  is  quite  evident 
that  much  may  be  said  both  "  for  "  and  "against" 
•  the  presence  of  Thymallus  in  our  Scottish  waters. 
I  am,  and  have  been  for  over  thirty  years,  a  Tay 
angler,  and  do  not  think  it  is  a  desirable  fish  for 
this  river.  One  thing  I  do  know,  that  where  the 
grayling  has  established  itself  here  trout  fishing  is 
not  what  it  used  to  be.  There  is  practically  no 
fishing  in  the  Tay  during  the  "  close  season,"  and 
the  grayling  is  thus  allowed  to  multiply  ad  lib.—e. 
privilege  he  is  evidently  taking  full  advantage  of. 

I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  or  other  expert 
angler  if  the  introduction  of  the  grayling  has  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  almost  total  disappearance 
ofS.  trutta  irom  this  river:  even  the  whitling— the 
grilse  of  sea-trout— which  used  to  swarm  in  the 
lower  reaches,  especially  near  the  "Fair  City," 
are  now  becoming  scarcer  every  year.  In  the  upper 
waters  it  is  quite  a  rarity,  and  if  anything  can  be 
done  to  remedy  this  we  should  all  feel  very  grateful. 
Fine  round  waters  for  some  time  past  have  given 
ascending  fish  the  desired  conditions  to  roach  the 
spawning  grounds. — Yours  truly,  D.  H. 

A  CORRECTION. 
Dear  Sib, — It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I  read 
the  articles  appearing  in  your  excellent  paper  every 
week,  especially  those  edited  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilcocks 
—"The  Sea-Fisherman."  In  your  issue  of  Dec.  2 
I  notice  a  printer's  error.  It  reads  :  "  The  double- 
twist  spinning  sand-eels  of  Messrs.  C.  and  R. 
'Burks  have  been  found  very  killing."  Will  you 
kindly  permit  me  to  state  that  the  name  should  be 
C.  and  R.  Brooks,  62,  Southside-street,  Plymouth 

^^''^y-  AND  R.  Brooks. 

o2,  bouthside-street,  Plymouth. 

HOW  TO  STRIKE  AND  LAND  At  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir,- I  have  read  with  interest  the  letter 
from  '•  F.  V.  M."  In  answer  to  No.  1,  don't  strike 
your  fish  when  you  feel  the  pull.  Simply  raise  the 
point  of  your  rod.  No.  2  I  have  no  answer  for 
The  above  is  enough.  No.  3  :  When  a  fish  jiggers, 
keep  a  good  steady  strain  on  him.  It  is  generally 
thought  a  jiggering  fish  is  lightly  hooked.  This, 
however,  often  happens  to  be  quite  the  reverse. 

I  remember  when  a  lad  in  Ireland  striking  at  a 
rising  fish.  My  attendant  exclaimed  :  "  What  did 
ye  do  thet  for  ?  "  adding,  "  Niver  raise  the  point 
of  yer  rod  till  ye  fale  the  fish."  I  never  forgot 
this  bit  of  advice,  and  consider  it  an  invaluable 
tip  to  all  young  salmon  fishers. — Yours  truly 

Kintore,  N.B.  w.  P.  Campbell. 

STURGEON. 
Dear  Sir,— Reading  of  sturgeons  in  your  "  Occa- 
sional Notes  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  reminds  me  of 
an  mcident  related  to  me  by  Mr.  Weston,  the  con- 
tractor, then  laying  the  Cambrian  Railway  from 
Do  ygollcy  to  Barmouth.  A  big  fish  was  land- 
locked in  the  estuary  near  Penmaen  Pool,  and  it 
was  caught  by  poachers,  who  did  not  know  what  the 
tish  was  ;  but  someone  came  on  the  scene  and 
suggested  It  should  be  made  a  present  of  to  (the 
now  ate)  Dr  W.  Williams  ("  Dr.  Will,"  as  he  was 
popularly  called),  and  I  may  mention  that  Dolv- 
gel  oy  was  proverbial,  then  at  any  rate,  for  a  circle 
of  irionds  to  be  indulging  playing  tricks  upon  each 
other.  So  this  monster  fish  was  wheeled  fully  two 
milos  in  the  dead  of  night.  The  doctor's  bell  was 
rung  ;  but  it  was  his  wife  who  came  down  to  open 
the  door,  when  to  her  great  fright,  the  barrow  and 
all  wore  wheeled  into  the  lobby  and  the  men 
aecarnpod  leaving  no  message. 

^Jh"  turned  out  to  be  a  splendid 

401b  sturgeon,  and  the  genial  doctor  had  the 
fehcty  of  sendmg  his  "  royalty  "  of  the  fish  to  the 
Queen,  and  distributing  its  dainty  bits  throughout 
the  town,  to  the  chagnn  of  his  would-be  hoaxers. 

I  have  never  hoard  of  any  other  sturgeon  having 
been  seen  or  caught  on  this  western  part  of  the 
Welsh  coast.-Yours  truly,       Robt.  Roberts. 

F.B.—Be  the  oonfliction  of  evidence  in  "  Trout 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

and  Truth  in  a  Well,"  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  Sept.  2,  190.'5,  the  owner  of  the  trout  cor- 
roborates all  said  by  Dr.  G.  J.  Roberts,  and  explains 
that  his  eon,  when  interviewed,  had  forgotten  the 
incidents  in  question. 

COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  GREAT 
YARMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir,— I  would  be  obliged  if  you  could  lot 
me  know  through  the  Fishing  Gazette  if  there  is  any 
good  coarse  fishing  near  Great  Yarmouth.— Yours 

March  Brown. 
[There  is  plenty  of  coarse  fishing  within  easy 
distance  of  Great  Yarmouth.  At  Brundall,  near 
Norwich,  there  are  two  anglers'  hotels,  and  very 
good  free  roach  fishing— boat  is  only  about  Is.  6d. 
a  day.  Ormesby  and  other  broads  are  not  far  off 
— Ed.] 


December  9,  1905 


WHAT  WAS  IT  ? 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  very  little  doubt  the  fish 
which  puzzled  your  correspondent  "  Calamus,"  and 
which  he  inquires  about  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  25, 
was  a  whistler,  or  whistler-fish,  the  three-bearded 
rockhng,  Mustela  vulgaris,  or  Motella  tricirrata,  of 
Day's  "  British  Fishes."  It  has  the  three  beards  as 
described  by  your  correspondent,  and  as  its  trivial 
nanje  implies,  and  in  colour  usually  varies  from  a 
rich  chestnut  to  orange,  beautifully  marked  with 
very  dark  and  largo  spots.  In  shape  not  unlike  a 
weever,  but  without  that  fish's  nasty  spines. 

Tlie  three-bearded  rockling  is  a  very  good  fish  for 
the  table,  though  rather  small,  seldom  more  than 
eighteen  inches  in  length,  but  is  best  eaten  as  soon 
after  it  is  caught  as  possible.  Its  flesh  is  quite 
white,  and  it  gives  off  a  pleasant  aroma  when  cooked. 
It  IS  not  a  common  fish,  but  taken  occasionally  all 
round  the  coast,  being  most  frequently  found  in 
crab-pots.  The  edges  of  the  fins  are  not  uncom- 
monly tinged  with  vermilion. — Yours  truly, 
I  Lichen  Grey. 

F-S. — I  once  caught  a  three-bearded  rockling 
myself  off  the  rocks  in  East  Lothian,  very  much  in 
the  way  your  correspondent  seems  to  have  done, 
and  have  a  vivid  recollection  still  of  the  interest  the 
strange  fish  excited. 

FISHING  IN  THE  MEDITERRANEAN. 
Dear  Sir, — We  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
would  tell  us  of  any  book  dealing  with  fishing  in  the 
Mediterranean,  more  particularly  round  the  Ionian 
Islands  of  Greece.  If  no  such  book  is  published, 
could  you  let  us  know  of  any  means  whereby  we 
might  obtain  any  information  concerning  the  species 
of  fish  frequenting  these  waters  ?  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation, — Yours  truly,  J.  p.  Segg  <t  Co. 
289  and  291,  Regent-street,  London,  W. 
[There  is  a  work  on  the  fisheries  of  the  Adriatic, 
of  which  I  can  get  Messrs.  Segg  particulars,  but  it 
refers  to  commercial  fishing.  Possibly  one  of  our 
readers  who  knows  the  Ionian  Islands  can  answer 
the  question.  Mr.  John  C.  Wilcocks  tells  me  there 
is  very  fine  sea-fishing  at  the  Egyptian  end  of  the 
sea  off  Alexandria. — Ed.] 

BAITING  STEWART  TACKLE. 
Dear     Sir, — Your     courteous  correspondent 
"  Floater "  asks  a   most  reasonable  question- 
namely,  when  I  remark  on  the  size  of  worm — 
advising  him  to  use  one!"  about  the  size  of  a  quill  " 
— what  sort  of  quill  do  I  mean  ? 

May  I  quote  "  Stewart,"  whose  work  I  learned  so 
much  from,  when  the  first  edition  appeared,  in  1857 : 
a  work  I  still  read  with  respect  and  profit,  I  mean 
"  Stewart's  Practical  Angler."  He  defines  it  more, 
carefully,  thus  :  "  A  worm  from  two  to  three 
inches  long,  and  about  the  thickness  of  a  hen's  quill, 
is  the  largest  size  that  should  be  used.  A  smalh 
bright,  clean  worm  is  always  most  enticing  to  well-fed 
trout"  ;  and  so  say  I.  I  sometimes  use  a  worm  as 
thick  as  a  small  quill  pen,  especially  in  large  rivers, 
and  in  deep,  strong,  and  rugged  streams. — Yours 
<^'>ily.  E.  M.  Tod. 

HAMPSHIRE  AVON  SALMON  PROBLEMS. 
Dear  Sir, — At  an  hotel  in  Ringwood  a  register 
is  kept  of  the  salmon  taken  in  the  Ringwood  Water 
of  thel  Avon,  and,  whilst  the  number  is  very  small, 
the  average  weight  of  the  fish  is  remarkably  large— 
about  251b.  Grilse  are  said  to  be  almost  unknown, 
and  the  coarse  fish,  which  teem  in  the  river,  are 
supposed  to  account  for  all  the  fry  that  may  be 
hatched  out.  Now,  can  anyone  explain  how  the 
big  salmon  get  there,  and  what  their  life  history  is  ? 

I  have  heard  it  propounded  that  fish  bred  in 
smaller  rivers,  when  they  get  to  a  certain  size  by 
some  instinct  make  for  the  Avon,  in  which  there  is 
plenty  of  deep-lying  water  for  them.  Can  there  be 
any  foundation  for  this  theory  ? — Yours  truly, 

Gewioa. 


TRAFFIC  IN  UNDERSIZED  FISH. 
Dear  Sir,— With  reference  to  the  letter  from  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  Henley  Fisheries  Preservation 
Association  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  re 
the  above,  which  appeared  in  the  columns  of  vour 
paper  of  Dec  2  under  "Thames  -  General 
Remarks,  I  should  like,  on  behalf  of  the  Henley 
and  district  water  bailiffs  and  professional  fisher- 
men, to  say  that  so  far  as  Henley  and  its  district 
are  concerned  the  statements  as  to  the  traffio  in 
under.sized  fish  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and 
such  traffic  has  never  taken  place  to  the  extent 
which  the  committee  of  the  association  allege,  and 
1  think  the  statement  that  the  fish  are  sold  "  for 
use  as  bait  all  over  the  kingdom  "  in  that  letter 
exists  only  m  the  minds  of  that  committee,  and 
should  like  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
H.F.P.A.  to  prove  the  assertions.  Of  course,  every 
water  bailiff  who  throws  a  cast-net  takes  small  fish 
for  bait,  and  every  angler  of  any  note  in  Henley 
has  at  some  time  bought  bait  of  these  men,  who 
look  upon  It  as  a  help  to  get  their  living,  which  to 
those  who  rely  upon  professional  fishing  only  as  a 
moans  of  livelihood  is  at  times  a  very  bad  one 
indeed.— Yours  truly,    Stanley  Mead,  Hon.  Sec. 

Henley-on-Thames  Angling  Society. 

THE    CARLISLE    ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
letter  of  "  Ettorby  Wath  "  in  your  issue  of  Deo.  2. 
I  am  afraid  that  any  attempt  of  his  to  remodel  the 
Carlisle  Angling  Association  on  the  lines  he  proposes 
will  not  meet  with  much  success.  All  his  innova- 
tions would  entail  a  little  more  expense  on  the  part 
of  the  members,  and  as  the  larger  part  of  these  are 
working  men  with  little  or  no  money  to  spare,  I 
cannot  see  how  he  will  proceed  with  his  remodelling. 
A  club-room,  for  instance,  where  members  could 
meet  to  have  a  chat  over  their  experiences  would 
cost  more  money  than  thfe  association  could  afford, 
unless  the  prices  of  tickets  were  raised  considerably. 

Tlie  price  for  a  ticket  to  fish  all  the  association 
water  for  the  full  .season  is  only  10s.  6d.,  yet  this  is 
apparently  beyond  the  means  of  a  large  number  of 
the  members,  so  that  a  standard  fee  would  not  be 
popular.  For  instance,  the  ticket  to  fish  the  Caldew 
IS  only  3s.,  and  this  is  taken  by  a  large  number  of 
working  men  who  fish  this  tributary  only,  but  in 
the  case  of  a  standard  fee  being  adopted  all  these 
men  would  have  to  pay  for  a  ticket  costing  at  least 
three  times  as  much.  They  certainly  would  then 
have  the  right  of  fishing  in  all  the  waters  of  the 
association.  The  suggestions  of  your  correspondent 
are  good,  and  might  bear  fruit  if  the  members 
belonged  to  a  wealthier  class.  As  far  as  I  can  see 
the  working  men  members  want  a  bit  of  fishing,  and 
do  not  want  club-rooms  or  lectures.  But  if  "  Etterby 
Wath"  is  in  real  earnest  he  may  soon  be  able  to 
put  himself  in  a  position  to  improve  matters,  as  i» 
is  rumoured  the  present  hon.  secretary  has  expressed 
his  desire  to  resign.  Then  would  be  his  chance. 
As  secretary  he  would  be  able  to  work  wonders,  aa 
I  am  sure  the  committee  would  support  him  in  any 
scheme  that  conduces  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
association. — Yours  truly.  Half  Moon. 

RAILWAY  PRIVILEGES  FOR  SEA-ANGLERS 
Dear  Sir,— By  your  aid  I  wish  to  reopen  the 
long-standing  grievance. 


consideration  of  a 


„  ,  the 

remedying  of  which  would  certainly  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  angling  fraternity  (and  doubtless  also 
to  the  advantage  of  the  organisations — the  railways 
— that  block  the  way),  as  evidenced  by  conversations 
with  many  of  my  fishing  friends,  whose  grumbUngs 
are  not  loud  but  deep. 

The  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
have  for  many  years  (by  privilege  tickets)  been 
limited  to  four  stations,  Deal,  Dover,  Margate,  and 
Ramsgate.  Some  effort  ought  to  be  made  to  induce 
the  railway  companies  to  add  to  this  number  and  on 
other  parts  of  the  coast,  where,  I  believe,  about  150 
fishing  stations  are  available.  Of  course,  we  are  all 
at  liberty  to  go  to  any  one  of  them  on  payment  of  the 
ordinary  fare,  but  this,  to  many  devotees  of  the 
art,  is  prohibitive.  If  some  of  the  railways  that 
grant  privilege  tickets  available  all  the  year  round 
to  other  fishing  societies  could  be  induced  to  extend 
their  favours  to  us  for  the  October  to  March  season 
— -when  all  excursion  trafiic  is  over — iVeel  sure  it 
would  be  to  their  financial  advantage,  aa  there  are 
many  who  would  take  the  opportunity  of  extending 
their  operations  if  they  could  do  so  on  payment  of 
a  reasonable  fare. 

Cannot  our  society,  with  about  1000  members  at 
10s.  6d.  per  annum,  do  something  to  secure  some 
of  the  advantages  possessed  by  societies  with  small 
memberships,  who  pay  58.  per  annum  ? 

In  the  hope  that  you  will  allow  this  to  appear  in 
the  next  issue  of  your  valuable  journal, — Youra 
faithfully,  John  Dipple. 

Buckholt  House, 

Grove  Green-road,  Leytonstone,  E. 


I 
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[-For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  447.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is 'published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Slessrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  ohe  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs. 
Jlenzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  ti>  order. 

C'oraniuuications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHINO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  recjuested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  I'nless  this  rule  be  adheied  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payn\ents  should 
he  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  6d. 

Si.\  Months         ditto  ditto    5s.  4d. 

Three  months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8(/. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12.?.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7   7  0 

HaU  Page    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisenieuts  6.<.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Adiertixements  inunt  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wediteiidayii,  addrensed  "  Adeertinemeiit  Manatjer." 

Telegraphic  Address — "DAWLEX,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Grayling  in  Scotland. 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  writes : — 

"I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Tod  that  the  use  of  the 
worm  for  grayling  during  the  close  season  for  trout 
cannot  fail  to  be  injurious  to  the  latter.  I  think  it 
might  be  possible  to  in-jert  a  clause  in  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  (Scotland)  Bill,  which  was  introduced 
last  session  by  the  late  Government,  and  which  I 
trust  the  coming  Government  may  be  induced  to 
press,  restricting  the  use  of  bait  to  the  open  season 
for  trout.  In  the  Tweed,  salmon  anglers  are 
allowed  to  use  no  lure  but  the  artificial  fly  during 
the  close  eeason  for  nets.  It  would  be  quite 
reasonable  to  apply  analogous  restriction  to  gray- 
ling fishers.  I  am  retiring  from  Parliament  after 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century's  service,  but  I 
shall  endeavour  to  get  this  provision  attended  to 
by  my  successor." 

All  anglers  will  greatly  regret  to  hear  that 
Sir  Herbert  is  retiring  from  Parliament,  where  he 
has  done  so  much  good  for  them  and  for  the 
nation. 


Honours  for  Anglers. 

Among  the  honours  and  appointments  which 
his  Majesty  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  approve,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  some  well-known 
anglers  are  included,  namely:  Sir  Alfred  Harms- 
worth,  Bart.,  Sir  H.  Meysey  Thompson,  Bart., 
M.P.,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  who  are  all  to 
be  created  barons ;  and  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  who  is  to 
be  created  a  baronet.  It  is  difiicult  to  understand 
why  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P.,  is  not  translated 
to  the  House  of  Lords  if  the  splendid  work  he  has 
done  is  considered. 


How  TO  TiK  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  i>i->8t  free  for  2/4  io  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fixhirui  Oazelte,  St.  Dunstan'8  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  HecoMd  F/<litionof  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
P.y  H.  G,  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  beat  book  ever 
written  on  the  mh\e<A.''—Fiskiwj  Gazette. 


Free  Insurance  of  j^ioo  against  Accidents  when 
Travelling  for  "Fishing  Gazette"  Readers 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 

With  the  first  number  for  the  New  Year  our 
readers  will  all  be  insured  against  accident  when 
travelling,  not  only  by  train,  but  also  by  tram, 
motor  'bus,  or  any  other  passenger  vehicle.  That 
is  to  say,  if  they  are  unhappily  killed  their  family 
or  legal  representative  will  receive  £100,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  particulars.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  carry  the  paper  with  you. 

This  insurance  is  not  confined  to  railway  train 
accidents  only,  but  lagainst  all  passenger  vehicle 
accidents. 

The  Casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  will 
pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man  or 
woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted)  who 
shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death  by  an 
accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle,  licensed  for 
passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she  was  riding  as 
a  ticket- bearing  or  fare-paying  passenger  in  any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  following 
conditions: — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  passenger 
in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person  this 
insurance  coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it  is,  with 
his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the  space 
provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place  of 
abode,  so  long  as  the  coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within  seven 
days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from  the 
date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to  6  a.m. 
on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed 

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaranteed 
by  the  Casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd., 
7,  Waterloo-place,  London,  S.W.,  to  whom  all 
commimications  should  be  made. 


Special  Notice. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  subscription  in 
advance  for  six  months  or  longer,  to  their  news- 
agents or  to  the  publishers,  need  not  during  the 
period  covered  by  their  subscription  sign  the 
coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward  the  sub- 
scription receipt  to  the  Casualty  Insurance 
Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo-place,  London,  S.W., 
for  the  purpose  of  registration. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  conditions  are  very 
simple  and  reasonable,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the 
insurance  will  be  appreciated  by  our  thousands  of 
readers  who  as  anglers  travel  about  so  much. 

An  admirable  "Pocket  Knife  Tool  Kit"— The 
"  Napanoch." 

Mr.  J.  U.  Ulery,  of  7,  Warren-street,  New  York, 
sends  me  the  best  little  "Pocket  Knife  Tool  Kit" 
I  have  ever  seen.    It  takes  up  no  more  space  than 


a  purse,  the  size  of  the  neat  soft  leather  case  being 
only  Sin.  by  4.iin.,  and  little  more  than  Jin.  thick, 
and  that  only  in  the  centre.     The  illustration 


(reduced  to  less  than  half  size  of  the  knife,  etc.) 
shows :  — 

No.  1.  The  Leather  Case,  with  pockets  for  the 
tools. 

No.  2.  Strong  Pocket'  Knife  (the  blades  not 
removable  as  the  other  tools  are ;  they  all  fit  into 
the  other  end). 

No.  3.  Reamer,  length,  without  handle,  S^in. 

No.  4.  File,  length,  without  handle,  4in. 

No.  .').  Saw,  length,  without  handle,  4in. 

No.  6.  Chi.sel,  length,  without  handle,  Sjin. 

No.  7.  ScrewDriver,  length,  without  handle,  3|in. 

All  the  tools  can  be  locked  into  place  at  the  end 
opposite  the  capital  blade  by  a  very  simple  move- 
ment in  a  second.  You  merely  put  the  hook  over 
the  rivet,  press  against  the  back  spring  of  the 
knife,  and  it  clicks  into  place  beautifully,  and  is 
quite  firm,  with  a  strong,  smooth  handle  to  work 
with.  Mr.  Ulery,  who  does  a  large  business  in  the 
best  steel  goods,  says  he  will  send  the  kit  poxt  free 
for  money  order  for  10s.  to  any  address  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  For  our  colonies,  etc.,  the  price 
will  be  more  only  if  the  postage  from  New  York  is 
more  than  to  the  United  Kingdom.  I  can  con- 
fidently recommend  this  clever  combination  of 
tools  to  anglers. 

A  Monster  Carp. 

Mr.  M.  Burnett  kindly  sends  me  a  cutting  from 
L'Etoile  Beige  of  Dec.  10,  in  which  is  reported 
the  capture  of  a  carp  (netted)  of  17  kilos  (over 
361b.),  on  Dec.  5,  from  a  water  at  Bornheim,  in 
the  Viel-Escaut.  The  editor  says :  "  The  oldest 
fishermen  have  never  seen  a  carp  approaching  this 
in  size."  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  CLOSE  TIME  ON  THE 
MOKAY  EIETH. 

■  "  October  11,  1905. 

"  The  Right  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Linlithgow, 
M.P.,  K.T. 
"  Secretary  for  Scotland, 

"Scottish  Office,  Whitehall,  S.W. 
"  My  Lord,— I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that  the  accompanying  resolution  was 
passed  at  the  Fisheries  Conference  convened  by  the 
National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association,  and 
held  at  Aberdeen  on  the  4th  and  5th  instant. 
"  I  am,  my  Lord, 

"  Yours  faithfully, 
(Sgd.)       "J.  Wrench  Towse." 

"  At  the  Fisheries  Conference  convened  by  the 
National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association,  and 
held  at  Aberdeen  on  Oct.  4  and  5,  1905,  it  was 
resolved,  that  this  Conference  places  on  record  its 
strong  condemnation  of  the  policy  of  the  Fishery 
Board  for  Scotland  in  continuing  the  restrictions 
placed  on  British  fishing  vessels  working  outside 
the  territorial  waters  of  Scotland,  thereby  depriving 
British  subjects  of  their  rights  in  common  with  all 
other  nations  under  international  law  and  custom, 
and  giving  an  unfair  advantage  to  the  fishermen  of 
foreign  countries  ;  and  would  respectfully  urge  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  to  remove  these  restrictions, 
which  are  hampering  a  great  industry  and  causing 
much  loss  of  wealth  to  the  country,  as  well  as 
depriving  m\ny  British  fishermen  of  employment 
and  the  people  of  a  cheap  supplj'  of  food  ;  it  further 
urges  that  fish  caught  in  the  extra-territorial  waters 
by  foreign  trawlers  should  be  permitted  to  be  landed 
in  the  Scotch  ports  ;  and  further  that  fishermen 
charged  with  breaches  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
bye-law  should,  before  being  proved  guilty,  have 
the  ordinary  privileges  of  unconvicted  citizens. 

(Sgd.)    "  J.  Wrench  Towse, 
"  Hon.  Secretary." 

"  Scottish  Office,  Whitehall,  S.W.,  Dac.  6,  1905. 

"  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  to  refer  to  your  letter  of  Oct.  11  last, 
enclosing  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  at  the  Fisheries 
Conference,  convened  by  the  National  Sea  Fisheries 
Protection  Association,  at  Aberdeen  on  Oct.  4  and  5, 
condemning  the  policy  of  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland  in  closing  the  Moray  Firth  to  trawling  and 
urging  the  removal  of  the  restrictions,  and  I  am  to 
state  that  Lord  Linlithgow,  after  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  views  laid  before  him  by  the  Association, 
and  by  others  interested,  finds  himself  unable  to 
propose  any  modification  of  the  Fishery  Board's 
bye-law.  I  am  to  remind  your  Association  that  the 
bye-law  was  designed  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
fisheries  and  of  fishsrmen  at  large,  to  afford  oppor- 
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tunity  for  scientific  research,  and  to  improve  the 
value  of  the  fisheries  in  the  North  Sea  by  giving 
rest  to  the  spawning  grounds  and  for  the  growth  of 
young  fish.  The  scientific  value  of  the  closure  has 
indeed  been  largely  marred  by  the  incursions  of 
trawlers  under  a  foreign  flag,  but  its  economic 
importance  is  open  to  legitimate  difference  of 
opinion  and  must,  in  bis  Lordship's  view,  bo 
decided  later  in  the  light  of  inquiry  now  in  progress. 
The  trawling  in  these  waters  by  foreign  vessels  has 
been  decreasing  of  recent  years,  and  during  the 
current  year  has  entirely  ceased  except  for  the 
thirty  trawlers  wliich  are  admittedly  British  vessels, 
British  owned,  and  registered  in  Norway  merely  to 
enable  them  to  evade  a  British  law.  An  inter- 
national inquiry  into  the  conditions  governing  the 
Bujiply  of  food  fishes  in  the  North  Sea  has  been  in 
progress  for  some  years.  This  inquiry  arose  out  of 
the  alleged  diminution  of  flatfish  in  the  North  Sea, 
and  one  of  the  points  for  investigation  is  the  question 
of  the  desirability  of  the  closure  of  particular  areas. 
The  five  years'  period  over  which  the  international 
inquiry  is  to  extend  will  terminate  in  July,  1907  ; 
and  until  that  time  has  arrived  it  is  his  Lordship's 
view  that  the  bye-law  should  be  maintained  as 
effectively  against  all  who  may  infringe  it  as  the  law 
and  the  machinery  for  enforcing  it  permit. — I  am. 
Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Sgd.)       "  James  M.  Dodds." 


"ALL  OF  FISHING  IS  NOT 
THE  FISH." 

He  whose  sole  aim,  and  after-boast,  is  a  full 
creel,  is  no  true  disciple  of  dear  old  Izaak  Walton. 

This  seems  to  be  contrary  to  received  opinion, 
and  is  somewhat  of  a  paradox  ;  and  yet  I  hold  that 
there  is  much  in  the  assertion,  though  it  may  lie 
(like  truth),  at  "  the  bottom  of  a  well." 

Remark,  if  you  please,  the  adverb,  and  you  will 
better  understand  what  I  am  driving  at !  Do  I 
wish  to  throw  discredit  on  the  keen  and  successful 
fisherman  ?  This  would  be  absurd,  as  I  have  often 
filled  a  large  creel,  and  I  confess  to  a  very  keen 
delight  in  so  doing,  especially  when  the  trout 
"  take  some  catching."  Nor  do  I  applaud  the  man 
who  is  always  fishing,  but  never  filling  his  creel. 
Where  this  is  the  case,  depend  on  it,  "  there  is 
something  wrong  in  the  State  of  Denmark."  Pro- 
bably there  is  a  lack  of  absorbing  interest  and  of 
plodding,  perseverance,  without  which  no  one  can 
hope  to  earn  a  Name  as  a  fly  fisher,  far  less  to  become 
an  enthusiast. 

Of  the  two,  recommend  me  to  the  first,  and  by 
a  long  way,  too  ;  for  the  angler  who  has  a  half- 
hearted zest  in  his  sport  takes,  I  imagine,  even  less 
interest  in  his  beautiful  surroundings.  Per  contra, 
the  m^re  killing — the  butchery — of  many  trout, 
sea-trout,  or  salmon,  is  not  the  "  be-aU  "  and  the 
"  end-all  "  of  the  real  sporting  angler. 

Blindly  follow  me,  for  a  moment,  while  I  point 
out  that  mxny  a  good  practical  fisherman  is  this, 
and  nothing  more.  The  music  of  the  river  in  its 
flow,  never  soothes  him  ;  nor  does  the  beauty  of 
the  scene  ever  appeal  to  his  higher  nature.  Even  the 
glories  of  a  remarkable  sunset  are  lost  upon  him. 
What  refined  and  cultured  mind  would  be  en  rapport 
with  such  a  soul  as  his ! 

Permit  m3  to  drive  my  meaning  home,  by  relat- 
ing a  humorous  Scottish  story.  Two  Glasgow 
mechanics  had  gone  for  a  day's  outing  on  one  of 
the  splendid  Clyde  steamers.  They  were  chums, 
but  had  little  or  nothing  in  common,  for  all  that. 

Number  one  remained  on  deck  drinking  in  with 
the  keenest  relish  the  bracing  air,  and  enjoying  to 
the  full  the  lovely  scenes  as  they  steamed  through 
the  Kyles  of  Bute. 

Now,  his  comrade  had  a  different  idea  of  enjoy- 
ment, and  had  Ijetaken  himself  at  an  early  period  of 
the  pleasure  trip  to  the  lower  regions,  where  he 
seem3d  to  be  much  more  at  home. 

'  Th.3  spirit?  above  wore  the  spirit.3  divine. 
While  the  .spirits  balow  wore  the  spirits  of  wine." 

At  last  No.  1  could  stand  it  no  longer.  They 
had  come  in  sight  of  a  view  so  exquisite  that 
he  felt  as  Dr.  Johnson  did  whon  he  remarked  that 
"  to  enjoy  scenery  thorouglily,  you  wanted  some 
one  to  tell  it  to."  Acting  upon  this  principle,  he 
ran  to  the  top  of  the  companion  leading  to  the 
drinking  bar  of  the  second  cabin  passengers, 
shouting  in  his  enthusiasm  : 

"  Como  on  deck,  Tam !  the  scenery  is  just 
graund  !  "  to  which  No.  2  replied  contemptuously, 


"  Hoots,  man !  Wha's  gaun  tae  waste  time, 
lookin'  at  scenery  !  " 

No  story  could  better  illustrate  the  difference 
between  two  fishermen ;  each,  it  may  be,  equally 
successful — the  one  a  lover  of  Nature,  and  the 
other,  with  no  more  appreciation  of  the  beautiful 
and  picturesque,  than  the  stupid  ox  which  grazes 
in  the  meadow  at  his  elbow. 

To  give  vent  to  any  outward  expression  of  the 
raptures  which  fill  the  breast  at  such  moments,  is 
to  lay  oneself  open  to  the  suspicion  of  being  a 
sentimental  humbug.  Somewhere  in  the  corner 
of  my  brain,  there  lurks  the  significant  story  of  a 
traveller,  who  was  rash  enough  to  impart,  to  a 
Scottish  boor  whom  he  met  by  the  wayside,  the 
feelings  which  possessed  him  at  the  moment : 

"  My  friend  "  (he  said  with  glowing  eye),  "  howl 
envy  you,  living  as  you  do  amongst  scenes  of  such 
infinite  beauty  !  "  and  the  contemptuous  answer 
came  promptly — "3Ian,youre  daft  I  "  and  the  boor 
passed  on  his  way,  believing  that  he  had  just 
parted  with  a  lunatic. 

I  myself  am  such  a  keen  fisherman  that  I  can  be 
happy  wherever  the  sport  is  good,  so  long  as  the 
river  I  am  fishing  is  full  of  the  charm  of  variety. 
Yes,  even  if  the  landscape  is  devoid  of  beauty, 
which,  by  the  bye,  is  very  seldom  the  case  ;  I 
suppose,  from  the  sufficient  reason  that  the  beauty 
of  the  river  throws  a  kind  of  enchantment  around 
the  scene,  which,  though  hard  to  define,  is  real 
none  the  less.    The  "  wash  "  and  "  brawling  "  of  a 
river  is  a  delight  at  all  timos.    May  I  venture  to 
express  in  simple  verse,  what  I  mean  ? 
Music,  Fairy  of  the  stream, 
Sweet  in  slumber,  chasto  in  dream. 
Shall  we  ever  truly  know 
What  of  Peace  to  Thee  we  owe  ? 

Soft  thy  murmur  in  the  rill. 
Wild  thy  laughter  by  the  hill. 
Fierce  thy  roar  in  raging  flood. 
Thou  canst  stir  or  calm  the  blood. 

Dear  Enchantress  !  dwell  with  ma. 
Heart  and  brain  go  out  to  thee  ; 
Teach  our  sorrows  how  to  sleep, 
Soothe  us  by  thy  music  deep. 

In  the  woods  enraptured,  I 

Listen  to  thy  melody, 

Through  the  meadows  calmed,  I  roam. 

Since  where  Thou  art,  there  is  home. 

As  I  hearken  to  thy  voice. 
Blessed,  I,  glad  at  heart,  rejoice. 
And  at  peace,  yet  hope  to  die 
Soothed  by  thy  sweet  lullaby. 
There  is  something  indescribably  calming  and 
comforting  to  ma,  in  river  music,  and  I  feel  as  sure 
as  I  am  of  my  own  existence,  that  many  an  angler 
who  could  not  voice  what  he  experiences,  never- 
theless comes  under  its  spell,  and  is  soothed  without 
knowing  exactly  why  or  how. 

The  poetic  mind  has  understood  this  secret 
charm  from  time  immemorial,  and  he  who  com- 
pared the  voice  of  his  ladylove  to  river  music, 
had,  I  think,  reached  the  goal : 

"  For,  like  music  o'er  the  waters 
Is  thy  sweet  voice  to  me." 
When  "  a  good  fishing  day  "  is  conspicuous  by 
its  absence,  and  the  cro^l  remains  light  on  the 
fisherman's  shoulder,  surely  all  enjoyment  is  not 
yet  ended,  to  the  lover  of  Nature. 

In  early  spring  the  budding  leaf  speaks  loudly 
of  the  coming  of  summer,  and,  later  on,  "  Pleasant 
it  is  when  the  woods  are  green."  As  autumn 
passes  the  enchantress'  wand  over  the  woodland 
landscape  ;  who  so  dull  as  to  be  incapable  of  enthu- 
siasm, then  ?  Has  Nature  gifted  the  sweet  birds 
with  song,  only  to  sing  to  deaf  ears  ? 

Did  she  send  the  flowers  to  glorify  man's  passage 
through  meadow  and  wood  that  he  should  see  and 
yet  not  appreciate  their  loveliness  ?    I  much  fear 
that  there  be  eyes  that  see  not,  and  ears  that  hear  not ! 
One  feels  no  more  than  doth  the  dullard  clod, 
The  other  wor.ship.5  Nature,  through  her  God. 
O  who  can  envy  him,  who  ,6  leaden  eye. 
Looks  on  the  sunset,  but  ignores  the  sky. 
Who  stands  untouched,  yet  see?  the  west  aglow. 
With  its  refulgence,  in  the  lake  below  ; 
And  when  the  sun  at  length  hath  reached  his  goal. 
Hears  no  voice  speak  to  his  enraptured  soul. 
With  such  an  one  my  own  mind  hath  no  part. 
However  well  he  ply  the  angler's  art. 

May  I  here  be  permitted  to  reprint  some  verses 
which  I  wrote  many  years  ago  for  this  journal 
while  fishing  the  Cumberland  Eden  at  Kirkoswald  ? 
It  seems  rather  a  priggish  thing  to  do,  but  surely  it 
tends  to  emphasise  my  contention  that  a  fairly 


successful  angler  need  not  be  that  only.  I  have  a 
great  contempt  for  those  who  think  that  writing 
verse  is  an  effeminate  accomplishment  or  that  it 
proclaims  the  writer  more  or  less  a  muff !  Brainless 
nonsense  is  such  criticism. 

Every  man  with  any  pretensions  to  literary 
culture  has  written  a  good  deal  in  the  way  of 
verse.  Nothing  so  improves  his  prose,  because 
writing  verse  teaches  him  to  turn  phrases  neatly, 
and  to  choose  the  words  which  best  express  his 
.meaning.  Permit  me  to  add  that  the  writer  has 
no  ridiculous  pretensions  in  this  direction,  knowin" 
quite  Well  the  modest  worth  of  his  own  vei-ses 
and  now  for  the  lines  themselves. 

(1) 

Ah  mo  !  who  longs  for  Paradise, 
Just  let  him  turn  his  wearied  eyes 
On  Eden's  valley,  fair  and  wide. 
And  there  in  sweet  repose  abide. 

(2) 

Who  would  not  proudly  claim  the  land. 
Or  touch  it  with  magician's  wand, 
Till  every  flower,  bush,  or  tree 
Buddad  in  fresh  divinity. 

(3) 

Till  the  wild  crags  seem  peopled  still 
With  fairy  elvo.s  that  work  no  ill. 
And  flowers  on  their  petals  bear 
Their  fairy  elfiings,  everywhere. 

(4) 

Till  down  the  crystal  waters  go 
The  song  of  fairies,  sweat  and  low. 
And  the  o'orhanging  wood  resounds 
With  jocund  mirth,  and  sweetest  sounds. 

Here  I  pass  by  three  verses  as  unsuited  to  my 
subject,  but  at  verse  eight,  find  one  more  suitable 
verse  (speaking  of  the  dullard) : 

(8) 

To  him  the  lark's  gay  song  is  stale 
No  sweet  note.s  hath  the  nightingale. 
The  music  of  the  river  flows 
Unheeded  past — as  on  he  goes. 

There  are  other  eight  verses,  but  I  think  I  shall 
quote  no  more  of  them  here ;  lest  I  offend. 

I  now  turn  with  a  feeling  of  real  pleasure  to  some 
of  our  poets,  although  I  know  that,  in  doing  so, 
I  merely  furnish  an  extinguisher,  to  snuS  out  my 
own  verses  : 

How  simple  these  lines  yet  how  beautiful  (from 
"  Love's  Labour  Lost  ") : 

When  daisies  pied,  and  violets  blue. 
And  lady-smocks  all  silver-white 

And  cuckoo-buds  of  yellow  hue, 

Do  paint  the  meadows  with  delight. 

— Shakespeabe. 

Or  take  this  (from  Wordsworth) : 

And  hark  !  how  blythe  the  throstle  sings  ! 

He,  too,  is  no  mean  preacher. 
Come  forth  into  the  light  of  things. 

Let  Nature  be  your  teacher. 

And  now  permit  me  to  take  a  few  thoughts  from 
Alexander  Smith  : 

Before  m3  wavers  spring's  first  butterfly 
From  out  the  sunny  noon  there  starts  the  cuckoo's 
cry. 

The  daisied  mead.s  are  musical  with  lambs. 

Or  these  beautiful  lines  from  Gray : 

Now  the  golden  morn  aloft 

Waves  har  d3W-b33pann;led  wing. 

With  vermeil  cheek  and  whisper  soft. 

She  woos  the  tardy  spring. 

Till  April  starts  and  calls  around 

The  sleeping  fragrance  from  the  ground. 

How  beautiful  the  last  two  lines,  notably  the 
last,  so  suggestive  of  the  marvellous  creation  of 
flowers,  rising  as  they  do  in  all  their  fragrant  love- 
liness, out  of  the  dull  and  damp  earth.  It  is  well 
to  be  self-trained  to  think ;  and  to  think  of  other 
things  than  our  mere  sport,  when  we  go  a-fishing. 

A  dear  comrade  of  mine  once  wrote  of  a  mutual 
friend  (they  are  both  with  the  angels  now) : 

"  His  book  was  the  volume  of  Nature's  composing, 
A  noble  old  book,  and  he  read  it  right  well." 

Two  better  (and  fairer)  fishers  it  has  never  been  my 
fortune  to  know,  nor  my  misfortime  to  lose.  Lives 
there  any  man  who  would  not  be  proud  to  own  as 
his  own  that  fine  line  in  Gray's  Elegy : 

Tho  breezy  call  of  incense-breathing  morn. 

Take  that  thought  with  you,  as  you  wander 
forth,  rod  in  hand,  on  a  fine  May  or  June  morning, 
and  match  it — if  you  can.  „  .  „ 
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Even  the  smallest  of  Nature's  gifts  will  give  you 
pleasure,  if  you  attune  your  mind  aright.  The 
daisy  of  Robert  Burns  was  a  very  ordinary  daisy 
indeed,  but  he  glorified  it  by  reason  of  his  glowing 
imagery  and  poetic  genius,  and  the  lines  will  live 
for  ever.    How  sweet  are  Wordsworth's  lines  ! 

A  violet  by  a  mossy  stone 
Half-hidden  from  the  eye  ! 

Fair  as  a  star,  when  only  one 
Is  shining  in  the  sky  ! 

What,  then,  is  the  gain  to  the  angler,  who  brings 
into  his  splendid  pastime  a  little  culture  like  this  ? 
Is  it  not  a  case  of  eyes  or  no  eyes ;  mind  or  no 
mind  ?  What  makes  the  poet  or  the  painter  but 
the  infusion  of  genius  into  every  theme  or  picture 
which  he  touches — 

Like  a  glow-worm  golden. 

In  a  dell  of  dew. 
Scattering  unbeholden 
Its  aerial  hue. 
Among  the  flowers  and  grass  which  screen  it  from 
the  view.  — Shelley. 

Of  such  is  that  poetic  touch  which,  in  the  mind 
of  its  possessor,  "  lends  enchantment  to  the 
scene" — surely  of  all  Gods  gifts  one  to  be  culti- 
vated, not  ignored — far  less  idespised.  And  now 
for  Wordsworth's  fine  lines  : 

This  world  is  too  much  with  us,  late  and  soon, 

Getting  and  spending,  we  lay  waste  our  powers. 

Little  we  see  in  Nature  that  is  ours  ; 

We  have  given  our  hearts  away — -a  sordid  boon. 

.    .    .    .    Great  God  !  I'd  rather  be 

A  Pagan  suckled  in  a  creed  outworn ; 

So  might  I,  standing  on  this  pleasant  lea. 

Have  glimpses  that  would  make  me  less  forlorn; 

Have  sight  of  Proteus  rising  from  the  sea. 

Or  hear  old  Triton  blow  his  wreathed  horn. 

I  trust  that  my  meaning  is  made  clearer  by  these 
quotations. 

I  have  emphasized  the  advantages  of  cultivating 
the  mind  in  order  to  enjoy  the  beauties  of  Nature. 

Permit  me  to  conclude  with  a  portion  of  one  of 
the  immortal  Shakespeare's  glorious  sonnets,  as  an 
example  of  what'  I  mean  : 

Full  many  a  glorious  morning  have  I  seen 
Flatter  the  mountain-tops  with  sovereign  eye. 
Kissing  with  golden  faca  the  m3adows  green. 
Gilding  pale  streams  with  heavenly  alchemy  ; 
Anon  permit  the  basest  clouds  to  ride 
With  ugly  rack  on  his  celestial  face. 
And  from  the  forlorn  world  his  visage  hide. 
Stealing  unseen  to  west  with  this  disgrace. 

And  now  I  must  take  leave  of  this  (to  me) 
fascinating  subject.  E.  M.  Tod. 


A  VISIT  TO  BLAGDON. 

It  wris  in  April  last  that  I  read  with  much 
interest  of  the  wonderful  trout  Salmo  Blagdonensis. 
Now  I  am  not  one  of  those  fortunate,  or  perhaps 
unfortunate,  persons  who  have  nothing  to  do  but 
fish  or  shoot  when  they  feel  so  inclined,  so  that  I 
was  not  in  a  position  to  rush  off  at  once,  but  had 
to  wait  the  allotted  time  for  my  annual  holiday, 
which  is  in  June. 

This,  of  course,  is  not  the  month  for  fishing, 
but  there  are  other  matters  to  be  considered  for  a 
general  holiday,  and  taking  things  all  roimd  I 
prefer  June,  as  it  is  not  too  hot,  usually  fine,  and 
there  are  not  too  many  people  about ;  so  that 
when  my  wife  paoks  up  our  things  for  a  holiday,  a 
camera,  paint-box,  and  last,  but  not  least,  my 
fishing  rod  and  tackle  are  included. 

The  fishing  part  of  the  holiday  is,  without  excep- 
tion, a  failure  as  far  as  fishing  goes,  but  as  it  leads  one 
to  the  beauties  of  the  river  and  lake,  from  which 
all  lovers  of  nature  can  fill  their  souls  with  pleasure, 
this  portion  of  the  holiday  is  not  wasted  by  any 
means. 

On  reading  of  the  mighty  fish  of  Blagdon  it 
struck  mn  that  I  could  not  fail  hero  more  than  I 
usually  do,  and  the  excitement  of  knowing  what  I 
might  get,  or  the  sight  of  one  of  these  monsters 
even  at  a  distance,  was  sufficient  to  tempt  me,  so  I 
applied  and  got  two  day  tickets  for  the  middle  of 
June,  but  boats  were  booked  for  a  month  following. 

When  the  time  came  my  wife  and  I  wended  our 
way  from  Cornwall  to  Wells  by  sundry  stages.  I 
was  to  fish  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  so  on 
Monday  I  thought  I  had  better  go  over  and  have  a 
look  round  and  engage  rooms  at  the  hotel  or  inn. 
It  was  well  I  did.  Hotel  there  was  none.  Of  inns 
there  were  two,  but  there  are  inns  and  inns,  but 


neither  of  these  would  exactly  suit  my  requirements, 
so  down  I  went  to  the  official  residence  at  the 
waterworks  to  make  inquiries  for  lodgings.  There 
were  three  people  who  put  up  fishermen,  that  is, 
the  station-master,  Mr.  Jones,  the  guard,  and  Mr. 
Simmons,  who  keeps  a  pony  and  trap. 

The  station-master  was  full  up  and  so  was  Mr. 
Jones,  but  he  might  be  available  on  Wednesday, 
but  as  I  wanted  to  sleep  there  on  Tuesday,  so  as  to 
start  in  reasonable  time  the  following  day,  this 
would  hardly  suit,  so  oS  I  tramped  to  Mr.  Simmons; 
here  they  were  full  up  for  a  month  or  more,  but 
they  would  inquire  for  me  at  a  house  at  the  other 
end  of  the  lake  ;  however,  in  the  end  Mr.  Jones 
found  he  had  made  a  mistake,  and  we  could  have 
rooms  on  Tuesday  night,  so  I  was  greatly  relieved. 
I  then  proceeded  to  inspect  the  water  on  the  way 
back  to  the  station,  but  such  a  thunderstorm  came 
on  accompanied  by  a  deluge  of  rain  that  I  made 
tracks  for  the  station  as  fast  as  possible. 

Tuesday  was  a  nice  day,  dull,  with  slight  rain 
occasionally,  so  that  when  we  arrived  early  in  the 
evening  I  expected  to  hear  of  great  sport.  After 
dinner  I  went  down  to  the  fishing  hut,  but  for  some 
reason  the  trout  had  not  risen,  and  only  one  of 
about  3lb.  was  caught  for  the  day.  Both  fishermen 
and  keepers  were  very  obliging,  and  told  me  the 
best  places  to  fish,  and  also  showed  me  what  flies 
were  used — by  Jove  !  what  flies  ! — I  had  ordered 
some  large  flies,  about  No.  7  or  8,  but  these  were 
twice  the  size  or  more.  Ah,  well,  I  had  caught 
trout  up  to  Iflb.  on  000  hooks,  and  if  the  10- 
pounders  would  not  look  at  such  flies  as  I  provided 
I  must  try  a  minnow. 

Wednesday  dawned  bright  and  clear,  with  a  very 
strong  wind-  blowing  down  the  lake,  lashing  the 
water  into  foam  against  the  stone  embankment  at 
the  lower  end.  After  passing  this  embankment, 
which  is  a  very  fine  piece  of  work,  and  the  stone 
wall  flanking  it,  I  put  up  my  rod,  but  the  wind 
was  too  strong  to  get  out  a  fly,  so  I  tried  a  spinner 
in  the  boiling  water,  but  with  no  result.  Further 
up  in  the  bay  the  wind  was  less  strong,  and  I  put 
on  a  fly.  At  last,  about  11.30,  I  saw  a  rise.  I  tried 
several  of  my  large  flies,  but  with  no  result ;  then 
I  fell  back  on  a  Pale  Blue  No.  00,  and  had  him 
second  cast ;  he  fought  like  a  demon,  and  eventually 
tore  the  hook  out.  I  don't  say  he  was  a  large  fish  ; 
in  fact,  he  was  small  for  Blagdon,  and  when  he 
jumped  clear  of  the  water  I  put  him  down  as  2Jlb. 
to  31b.,  not  more. 

I  worked  my  way  round  the  head  of  the  bay 
and  on  to  a  point  on  the  far  side,  where  I  saw  several 
fish  rise  ;  between  this  point  and  the  next  half-mile 
of  water  I  landed  eight  trout,  mostly  rainbows,  on 
my  small  fly  ;  only  one  was  over  the  limit,  and  that 
only  just.  Tlie  others. were  all  good  fish  and  only 
just  under  size  ;  they  gave  splendid  sport,  and  went 
oif  with  great  vigour  on  being  returned  to  the 
water.  I  saw  several  good  fish  rise  on  this  stretch, 
but  the  wind  was  too  strong  to  get  out  far  enough. 
At  the  end  of  this  piece  I  turned  to  come  back  on 
account  of  the  weeds,  and  then — I  hardly  like  to 
say  it — but  a  boat  came  drifting  down  and  actually 
drifted  over  all  my  water  !  I  was  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land,  otherwise  I  might  have  said  things, 
but  I  am  thankful  to  say  this  is  not  likely  to  occur 
again.  On  the  following  day  I  was  served  the  same 
trick  ;  so  I  wrote  the  secretary,  who  promised  to 
see  that  rules  \^  ere  made  to  prevent  boats  annoying 
shore  fishermen  in  future. 

About  2  p.m.  a  thunderstorm  came  on,  so  home  I 
went.  The  Salmo  irideus  was  cooked  and  eaten, 
and  to  my  mind  was  far  superior  to  either  salmon 
or  brown  trout. 

The  thunder  roared  till  about  6  p.m.,  then  I 
went  out  again  down  to  the  fishing  hut,  it  was 
still  raining,  though  softly  ;  several  fishermen  were 
sheltering  with  the  keeper  in  the  hut,  and  I  was 
astonished  to  find  I  was  the  only  one  who  had 
had  even  a  rise.  I  explored  the  bay  near  the  hut, 
and  finally  went  round  to  the  far  side  of  the  embank- 
ment again,  but  though  small  fry  were  very  busy 
indeed,  not  even  a  pound  fish  did  I  see  rise. 

Hopes  ran  high  for  the  morrow,  but  'tis  well  we 
have  pleasure  in  hope.  Tlie  morrow  came,  hot, 
bright  and  windy.  We  drove  to  the  top  of  the  lake 
to  try  the  stream.  This  can  only  be  fished  with 
minnow,  and  I  was  poorly  provided  in  this  line. 
I  tried  many  casts,  but  it  is  not  easy,  as  the  stream 
is  very  narrow,  and^there  is  no  shelter.  I  finally 
tried  an  old  trusted  friend,  and  lo  !  on  the  second 
cast  a  long  dark  form  appeared  from  the  murky 
water,  which  as  it  rose  higher  dissolved  itself  into 
a  fine  trout  of  at  least  51b.    The  next  cast  would 


settle  matters,  and  it  did,  in  just  the  way  I  expected. 
Master  Trout  seized  the  minnow  sideways,  I  struck, 
brought  my  rod  up  to  a  good  arch  ready  for  the  fray  ; 
still  he  did  not  move.  Thoughts  ran  through  my 
mind  :  would  he  run  up  under  the  bridge,  or  would 
he  run  down  and  foul  me  round  the  island  ?  The 
next  thing  I  was  conscious  of  was  my  rod  springing 
up  and  my  minnow  whistling  past  my  ear.  I  do 
not  suppose  the  minnow  was  in  the  trout's  mouth 
more  than  three  seconds,  but  somehow  he  had  got 
rid  of  it  without  any  apparent  movement.  On 
examining  the  minnow,  I  found  the  hooks  all  there, 
but  on  testing  then  I  found  the  gut  rotten,  so  I 
should  probably  have  lost  my  fish  in  any  case.  I 
put  on  another,  and  one  other  fine  trout  came  out 
and  inspected  it,  but  that  was  all. 

During  the  rest  of  the  day  I  landed  seven  trout, 
all  just  under  size,  but  none  over.  In  the  evening 
I  diligently  looked  for  large  fish.  I  met  two  fisher- 
men, who  told  me  of  one  they  had  put  out  of  the 
shallows  three  times,  a  fish  they  estimated  at  121b. 
He  was  clearly  visible  ;  in  fact,  the  greater  part  of 
his  back  was  out  of  water  twice  when  I  saw  him 
within  10ft.  of  me.  How  I  fishsd  for  that  trout  ! 
What  thoughts,  what  excitement  !  He  knew  too 
much,  or  was  too  interested  in  his  own  business  ; 
but  at  last,  whether  out  of  anger,  curiosity,  or  desire, 
I  know  not,  he  made  a  savage  rush  at  a  spinning 
Alexandra  I  had  just  put  on.  Did  I  draw  too 
quickly,  or  did  he  miss  it  purposely  ?  Anyhow,  the 
spinner  came  into  such  shallow  water  that  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  such  a  trout  to  follow,  and 
so  he  turned  ofi^,  leaving  great  waves  to  mark  his 
passage,  and  so  he  was  seen  no  more  for  that 
evening. 

So  ended  my  two  days'  fishing — two  days  of 
hope,  excitement,  and  pleasure.  Luck  was  against 
fisViing,  for  again  I  was  the  only  one  who  had  landed 
a  fish  of  any  size,  so  I  was  well  satisfied  with  my 
share  of  the  sport,  and  firmly  believe  that  if  there 
had  been  another  foot  of  water  in  the  lake  I  should 
have,  at  any  rate,  hooked  my  12-pound  friend,  and 
perhaps  others  too,  for  he  was  not  the  only  giant 
I  saw  on  the  shallows. 

To  conclude,  I  may  say  the  lodgings  were  neat, 
clean,  and  comfortable,  and  leave  nothing  to  be 
desired,  but  it  is  very  certain  that  lodgings  should 
be  booked  some  time  in  advance,  as  also  should 
boats  and  fishing. 

My  experience  in  the  middle  of  June  was  that 
there  was  no  fishing  from  the  bank  on  the  south 
side,  and  only  about  a  mile  on  the  north  side  all 
told,  owing  to  lowness  of  water  and  weeds,  but  this 
will  not  deter  me  from  going  again  and  hoping  for 
better  luck.  Fly. 


A  SUCCESSFUL  SPAWNING 
SEASON. 


For  the  past  few  weeks  the  snow  has  been 
disappearing  from  the  low  grounds,  and  only  on  the 
higher  ranges  of  the  Grampians  are  there  any 
indications  chat  the  winter  has  sot  in,  or  that  the 
near  approach  of  Christmas  is  at  hand.  While 
this  is  the  case  the  rivers  have  been  in  fine  size  for.  a 
good  and  successful  spawning  season  all  over  the 
north,  and  have  bsen  more  or  less  so  since  the 
advent  of  November. 

Perhaps  a  good  rattling  downfall  of  snow  would 
not  have  been  amiss,  and  even  yet  Arctic  conditions 
would  be  much  more  preferable  than  the  "  Green 
Yule,"  with  its  disastrous  season  to  both  men  and 
fish.  A  snowstorm  before  Christmas  is  M'orth  two 
after  it,  as  far  as  keeping  up  the  later  spring  waters 
is  concerned. 

For  the  past  month  the  Spey,  Dee,  Don,  Deveron, 
Tay,  and  such  like  salmon  streams  of  the  first  order 
have  been  teeming  with  gravid  fish  of  all  sorts  arid 
sizes,  and  from  the  upper  waters  there  has  been  a 
succession  of  kelts  falling  back  seawards,  which  the 
prevailing  series  of  floods  have  been  greatly  facilita- 
ting. Tliis  early  migration  of  the  kelt  augurs  well 
for  a  good  clearance  of  these  "  undesirables  "  before 
the  opening  season  again  wheels  roimd.  It  also 
points  to  an  early  spavTiing,  as  most  of  these  spent 
fish  are  from  the  side  streams  and  upper  reaches  ; 
and  when  their  descent  is  retarded  by  late  or  inter- 
rupted spawning,  there  is  always  a  heavier  death 
rate  to  reckon  up  than  when  with  favouring 
weather  conditions  there  is  an  early  descent  to  the 
briny.  An  early  descent  of  spent  fish  also  means  a 
more  prolific  and  certain  return  with  the  first  and 
second  spring  migrations,  so  that  the  prospects  of  the 
close  season,  so  far  as  it  has  now  gone,  have  been 


444 


eminently  satisfactory,  and  will  have  a  beneficial 
and  telling  effect  on  the  coming  as  well  as  future 
seasons. 

As  is  always  the  cn,se,  the  advent  of  Christmas 
brings  with  it  a  revived  interest  in  the  letting  of 
waters  likely  to  be  on  the  market.  In  thiw  rcsjiect 
fir«t-class  reaches  arc  seldom,  if  ever,  available,  as 
they  are  usually  bespoke  seasons  before,  when  there 
is  any  chance  of  a  change.  This  is  always  the  case 
on  the  Dee,  even  the  hotel  waters  being  mostly 
taken  up  well  in  advance  as  far  as  tlic  better  months 
are  concerned.  There  is  an  ugly  report  going  that 
a  net  on  the  upper  tidal  waters  belonging  to  Sir 
David  Stewart,  which  was  rented  by  the  Dee 
Improvement  Association  two  years  ago,  is  again, 
by  stipulation  in  a  renewal  of  the  lease,  to  be  put 
on.  Of  course,  one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer, 
and  one  net  will  not  materially  aficct  the  Dee  as  a 
salmon  river  ;  but  it  is  putting  back  the  hands  of 
the  clock  with  a  vengeance,  and  we  believe  there  is 
some  grounds  for  the  rumour,  and  arc  anxious  con- 
cerning it.  The  upper  and  lower  proprietors  have 
pulled  so  well  together  for  the  j)ast  thirty  years 
now,  and  made  the  Deo  the  model  salmon  angling 
river  it  undoubtedly  is — an  object  lesson  to  the 
world  of  how  to  do  it — that  should  anything  occur  to 
mar  these  hitlierto  happy  relations,  it  nuiy  ulti- 
mately end  in  a  lesson  to  the  world  of  how  to  vndo  it. 
This  is  the  worst  of  all  voluntary  agi-eements,  and 
Boon  may  the  time  be  hastened  when  new  legislation 
will  supersede  all  voluntary  associations,  so  far  as 
the  life-blood  of  one  of  the  finest  salmon  rivers  in 
the  kingdom  is  concerned.  G.  Mackay. 


CONCERNING  FLOATS. 


No.  XVII.— THE  TRENT  FLOATS. 


{Continued  from  Vol.  L.,  page  349.) 

That  well-known  trio  of  anglers,  Messrs.  Wallis, 
Spray,  and  Theaker,  of  Nottingham,  have  kindly 
sent  a  selection  of  floats  suitable  for  all  sorts  of 
Trent  fishing  from  bleak  to  pike:  long-corking, 
light-corking,  tight-corking — what  I  should  call 
semi-tight-floating  or  "pegging"  in  gentle  swims 
and  eddies  for  roach — and  quill-floats  light  enough 
even  for  the  Sheffield  style  of  angling.  I  often 
think  that  what  cork  on  porcupine  is  to  the  Thames 
the  quill-float  is  to  the  Trent  angler. 

Excellent  pelican,  turkey,  goose,  and  swan-quill- 
floats  can  be  bought  from  several  advertisers  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  at  both  Newark  and  Notting- 
ham to  suit  any  Trent  swims,  and  I  know  no  river 
that  has  a  greater  diversity  either  for  bank  or  boat 
fishing,  especially  bank.  Floats  for  barbel,  chub, 
bream,  perch,  bleak,  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  rufl^, 
eel,  and  flounder  fishing  ;  and  for  rudd,  carp,  tench, 
etc.,  in  still  and  other  waters.  I  say  these  floats 
can  be  bought  at  Nottingham  and  Newark,  because 
Mr.  Slater,  of  the  latter  town,  says  : — "  I  have  sent 
you  four  floats  which  are  the  kind  generally  used 
on  the  Trent."  These  four  floats  have  been  care- 
fully and  cleverly  varnished  a  rich  creamy  colour 
until  they  shine  again  (to  resist  the  action  of  the 
water,  I  take  it),  and  it  seems  to  me  that  they 
have  been  hardened  by  some  process  to  stand  a 
considerable  pressure,  for  they  are  as  firm 
and  strong  again  as  many  quill-floats  that 
I  have  seen  and  used.  I  like  to  see  the  way  in 
which  the  bindings  of  these  floats  from  Nottingham 
and  Newark  are  varnished — that  is,  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  whipping  on  a  number  of  superior 
rods  that  I  have  seen  and  handled.  They  cannot 
come  undone,  and  they  strengthen  the  float  and 
give  it  a  more  finished  appearance. 

These  quill-floats  measure  from  3^in.  to  Sin.  in 
length,  but,  if  required,  they  can  be  obtained  (swan 
and  pelican  quills,  for  instance)  much  longer  than 
these,  and  anglers  not  in  the  know  would  be  surprised 
what  a  number  of  shots  some  of  them  will  carry. 
With  the  seven  various  floats  kindly  sent  by  Mr. 
Spray,  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to  send  a  tackle  with  a 
corresponding  number  with  the  float  to  suit  it,  and 
says:  "Herewith  please  find  a  range  of  floats  as 
used  on  the  Trent.  I  have  explained  how  to  fasten 
them  to  the  line  (1)  by  binding  the  line  round  the 
tip,  (2)  with  two  half-hitches,  and  (3)  a  cap  on 
the  top  of  the  float,  and  described  their  particular 
uses,  and  to  further  elucidate  I  have  added  the 
bottom  length  of  gut  and  hook  to  show  the  hook 
used.  '  I  may  mention  in  passing  that  there  arc 
no  loops  to  these  bottom  strands  of  gut,  and  they 
are  made  fast  to  the  remaining  gut  length  without 
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them.  Neatly  and  properly  tied  the  tackle  is 
not  half  so  conspicuous.  With  respect  to  Mr. 
Theaker's  floats,  Mr.  Spray  says :  "  Mine  are  pur- 
chased from  him,  and  there  is  no  more  reliable 
firm  for  rods,  reels,  lines,  floats,  and  tackle,  either 
wholesale  or  retail  in  this  city.  Mr.  Theaker  has 
been  a  practical  angler  all  his  life,  has  caught  as 
many  fish  in  the  Trent  as  most  anglers,  and  more 
than  a  good  many,  and  was  instructor  and 
attendant  of  nearly  all  the  old  school  of  anglers." 
This  should  be  a  sufiicient  recommendation  for  the 
most  fastidious  anglers,  for  they  can  rely  upon 


A.  No.  1.       No.  2.    No.  3. 


A,  Quill  Slider;  length,  7iin. 

Ringed  Qu'lls,  with  rubber  caps  : — No.  1,  length, 
ejin. ;  No.  2,  length,  SJin.  ;  No.  3,  length,  5Jin. 

The  floats  1,  2,  3  were  sent  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis,  as  used  by  him  in  the  Trent. 

getting  what  they  want.  I  need  scarcely  say  that 
the  name  of  Slater  is  synonymous  with  perfection, 
and  that  both  the  rod  and  reel  with  which  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  Nottingham,  took  the  first  prize 
for  float  casting  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament 
were  supplied  by  him.  The  floats  sent  by  Mr.  Spray 
for  fishing  the  swims  in  the  Trent  include  (1)  quills 
for  bleak  and  dace  in  shallow,  still  water  (or  canals), 
baiting  with  gentles  or  bread  paste ;  (2)  for  dace 
and  roach  in  smooth  or  gentle  currents,  3ft.  to  4ft. 
in  depth,  using  similar  baits;  (3)  for  dace,  roach, 
and  perch  in  swims  from  4ft.  to  6ft.  in  depth. 
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baiting  with  gentles,  worms,  stewed  wheat,  or  bread 
paste ;  (4)  for  roach,  bream,  and  chub  in  still 
deeper  water,  eddies,  etc.,  baiting  with  wheat  or 
worm  [this  is  the  general  float  used  more  than  any 
other] ;  (5  and  6)  for  chub,  barbel,  bream,  and 
roach  in  heavy  water,  10ft.  to  14ft.  in  depth  ;  also 
for  "stret-pegging,"  that  is,  ledgering  with  it  late 
in  the  season,  baiting  with  worms,  greaves,  or 
stewed  wheat ;  and  last,  but  certainly  not  least. 


Tackle  and  Float,  No.  4. 

No.  4,  Cjrk  on  Turkey-Quill  Float :— Length, 
7|in.,  including  ring;  diameter  of  cork  centre,  Jin. 

This  tackle,  although  sketched  with  a  cork  float 
to  save  room,  is  intended  to  be  used  with  a  quill 
float. 

(No.  7),  for  it  is  the  largest  float  I  have  received 
(see  sketch  No.  4).  This  fine,  large,  cork-float,  so 
nicely  tapered  to  either  end  from  its  centre,  is  for 
barbel  in  heavy,  boiling  waters,  or  deep  slacks,  bait- 
ing with  worms  or  greaves,  also  for  live  baiting  for 
pike,  is  3]in.  round  the  widest  part  of  the  cork 
(one  would  never  think  it),  and  Mr.  Spray  truly 
says :  "  Of  course,  you  will  understand  that  there 
are  no  hard-and-fast  lines.  The  three  W's — wind, 
weather,  and  water — and  the  thousand  and  one 
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things  you  only  find  out  at  the  riverside  influence 
your  judgment."  I  quite  agree,  a  most  excellent  ob- 
servation, full  of  meaning,  and  proves  him  an  angler. 
"  The  thousand  and  one  things  " — it  speaks  volumes. 
And  he  says :  "  I  have  never  seen  anyone  on  the 
Trent  fasten  the  float  to  the  bottom  ring.  It  may 
answer  all  right  in  indicating  a  bite,  but  it  strikes 
me  at  once  that  there  would  be  considerable  delay 
in  altering  the  depth."  I  can  only  say  that,  in 
Article  No.  3  on  "The  Norfolk  Floats"  (striking 
with  large  floats),  Mr.  Rudd  says:  "The  advantage 
in  fishing  with  the  line  attached  only  to  the  bottom 
ring  of  the  float  is  that,  when  it  gets  to  the 
end  of  the  swim,  the  tip  of  the  float  is  pointing 
down  stream,  and  not  up  stream,  as  it  is  when 
attached  by  a  cap  at  the  tip  ;  but,  in  spite  of  this 
advantage,  quite  as  many  anglers  fish  with  the 
float  one  way  as  the  other. "  In  these  circumstances, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  only  way  of  proving 
which  is  the  best  method  is  by  fishing  both  ways 
with  the  same  float  in  similar  streams.  Mr.  Rudd 
distinctly  says :  "  If  the  float  (say,  the  9in.  reed- 
float.  No.  2)  were  attached  to  the  top  and  bottom 
with  the  line,  the  whole  weight  of  the  float  is 
against  a  quick  stroke  "  ;  if  not,  one  might  just  as 
well  use  a  bung  in  such  rapid  currents  as,  say,  the 
Yare  at  Goldham  Hall ;  and  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  that  many  fish  are  missed  by  anglers 
using  fixed  floats  much  too  heavy,  from  pike  to 
gudgeon,  more  especially  when  the  float  is  some 
distance  from  the  rod,  as  in  Trent  fishing,  for  the 
angler  has  no  chance  to  hook  the  fish. 

I  have  seen  anglers  from  various  towns  fishing 
with  all  sorts  of  floats  in  the  Trent,  and  many 
swims  in  other  rivers  that  I  have  fished  are  similar 
to  those  to  be  found  in  some  reaches  of  the  Trent, 
and  similar  floats  and  tackle  could  be  used  in  these 
swims  that  are  used  for  other  rivers,  from  the 
tiny  Sin.  crow-quill  of  the  Sheffield  angler  to  the 
large  barbel  or  pike  float  (No.  4).  I  know  a  number 
of  swims  that  a  Lea  fisherman  would  consider  ideal 
swims  to  fish  with  an  18ft.  roach-pole — swims  in 
which  I  have  caught  stones  of  splendid  roach  with  a 
tight  line,  the  float  gliding  along  in  the  gentle  current 
no  faster  than  it  would  in  the  Witham  or  Bedford 
Ouse,  and  other  swims  in  comparatively  dead 
water,  where  that  river  Arab,  the  "  Tommy  Ruff," 
and  the  yellow-bellied  eel  were  caught  (it 
is  very  little  that  I  like  these  eels),  and 
where,  at  very  low  water,  the  mud  stretched  for 
yards  on  the  low-lying  marshy  ground,  and  on 
which  wildfowl  often  left  a  perfect  network  of 
footmarks.  Ee  roach  swims  ia  the  Trent,  one 
author  says: — "I  know  places  or  stretches  of  the 
river  a  mile  long,  and  every  yard  almost  has  been 
a  suitable  place."  On  the  other  hand,  I  think  I 
know  a  reach  or  two,  half  a  mile  in  length,  where 
one  could  not  find  a  dozen  bank  swims  suitable  for 
roach  fishing.  Again,  in  ccrtaia  reaches  of  the  Trent 
it  is  such  a  wide  and  impetuous  river  and  varies  in 
depth  to  such  a  degree  that,  in  two  fields  that  I 
know  one  can  try  for  almost  every  sort  of  fish  from 
barbel  to  eels,  and  in  the  sandy  shallows  not  far 
away,  adjoining  what  is  locally  called  a  "sand 
bed,"  when  out  for  the  day,  I  have  often  caught 
from  ten  dozen  to  twelve  dozen  gudgeon  and  other 
fish  without  much  difficulty,  and  such  gudgeon ! 

Curved  Float h.  —  Every  one  of  these  Trent 
floats  (except  the  two  smallest,  3  Jin.  and  4in. 
in  length)  gradually  curve  at  the  lower  end. 
Some  are  more  curved  than  others,  not  except- 
ing the  brown  cork  on  turkey-quill  barbel-float, 
80  nicely  tapered  from  about  the  centre  of  the 
cork  to  either  end  (No.  4).  The  advantage  of  using 
a  curved  quill-float  with  a  twisted  line  is  that  it 
does  not  circle  like  a  straight  float  when  gliding 
down-stream,  the  concave  side  facing  up-stream 
and  the  convex  down,  and  with  the  line  on  the 
concave  side,  mark  you,  it  will  sail  serenely  and 
steadily  along.  The  line  does  not  untwist  or  kink, 
and  being  more  extended  on  account  of  the  curve, 
a  better  slant  is  obtained  from  the  float  to  the 
shots,  and  in  my  humble  opinion  a  more  direct 
stroke  can  be  given  than  when  a  straight  float  is 
used  as  in  pond  fishing ;  a  twisted  line  passes  up 
and  down  through  the  rings  with  less  friction  and 
more  easily  than  a  plaited  one,  works  better,  and  is 
more  elastic,  and  a  little  vaseline,  "  Gishurstine,"  or 
deer  fat  rubbed  on  them  with  a  piece  of  flannel 
will  not  only  make  them  float,  but  prevent  them 
from  twisting  or  kinking.  A. 


When  may  a  man  be  said  to  bo  thoroughly 
"  .sewn  up "  'I  When  he  has  pins  and  needles  in 
his  foot  and  a  stitch  in  his  side. 


A  MIXED  BASKET. 

{FROM  AN  ANGLING  SCRAP-BOOK.) 


On  the  Darenth  in  Days'of  Yore. 


The  Net  Result. 


"  Salmo  thymallus." 
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Places  where  the  Various  Methods  of 
taking-  Fish  are  in  Practice. 

Bournemouth. — April  to  October.  Pollack,  pout, 
dabs,  jilaice,  and  codling,  both  by  angling  from  tlie 
pier  and  in  boats.    Muc'h  fish  collects  about  the 
sewer  outfall,  especially  sand  smelts,  flatfish,  and 
whiting.    October  best  month  for  fishing  in  general, 
except  during  heavy  gales  from  seaward,  some  fish 
can  be  taken  through  the  winter.    Boatman,  Davis. 
15s.  per  day,  four  can  fish.    Bait,  mussels,  lugs,  and 
sometimes  sand-eels.    Mackerel  can  be  taken  in 
the  bay  during  summer  and  autumn  from  boats 
under  sail.    Shoals  of  bass  at  times  pass  up  the 
Fleto  backwater,  and  vnW  take  live  shrimps  or  rag- 
worms.    Fishing  best  from  a  boat,  but  it  is  some- 
times done  from  the  shore.    There  are  some  spots 
up  the  Flete  water  where  the  channel  is  narrow, 
here  good  fishing  has  been  done  on  both  flood  and 
ebb.    Very  large  sea-mullet,  61b.  to  101b.,  have  been 
taken  with  a  strong  paternoster  at  the  bridges;  bait, 
a  piece  of  macaroni,  scalded  just  sufficiently  to 
soften  it.    Use  a  floated  paternoster  with  three  or 
four  hooks.    Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  recommends  this 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  2,  1895.    For  ledgoring, 
a  piece  of  squid,-  or  cuttle,  is  recommended,  or  a 
piece  of  mackerel,  especially  in  gloomy  weather,  or 
after  sunset.    A  strong  stream  of  tide  runs  up  on 
the  flood  under  this  bridge,  which  affords  oppor- 
timity  of  fishing  in  two  ways,  namely,  with  the 
drift  line  baited  with  slips  of  mackerel  cut  to 
imitate  a  sand-eel,  or  with  a  real  sand-eel,  alive, 
if  possible.    Also  M'ith  a  float  on  the  line  with  the 
same  bait,  or  slips  of  cuttle  fish  or  a  living  flounder, 
procurable  in  Weymouth  Harbour,  or  by  angling  at 
bottom,  or  with  a  throw-out  line  in  ths  Flete. 
The  flounder  may  be  considered  an  eddy  bait,  the 
other  baits  can  be  played  in  the  stream  and  worked 
round  by  the  rod  in  the  eddy.    With  the  float  the 
bait  should  be  kept  about  2ft.  off  the  bottom  ; 
without,  all  depths  may  be  tried  for  bass.  Shrimps 
or  prawns  of  moderate  size  should  be  baited  Isle 
of  Wight  fashion  in  a  tideway,  two  on  one  hook, 
namely,  first  break  off  the  spreading  tail  of  the 
shrimp  or  prawn,  and  inserting  the  point  of  the 
hook,  bring  it  out  halfway  down  the  body,  now 
take  the  second  shrimp  and,  with  the  head  up- 
wai'ds,  hook  it  through  just  below  the  head,  so  that 
the  shrimps  may  lie  on  the  hook  belly  to  belly. 
The  second  shrimp  with  the  head  up,  and  the  first 
with  the  head  do^vn,  will  thus  make  a  most  attrac- 
tive combined  bait.    Both  shrimps  and  prawns  are 
found  on  the  sandy  shore  along  the  weeds  ;  also  up 
the  Flete.    It  is  possible  that  boiled  shrimps  might 
be  eftective  as  for  bottom  fish.    In  the  Fishing 
Gazetk,  Nov.  2,  1895,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  mentions 
that  he  took  bass  with  slips  of  mackerel  at  Passage 
Bridgie,  no  bass  above  61b.,  but  saw  fish  of  at  least 
15lb.  weight. 

Swanage. — Round  Peverel  Ledge  and  Durlestone 
Head  to  St.  Albans — a  corruption  of  St.  Aldhelms, 
is  good  pollack-fishing.  Eels  for  bait  procurable 
in  the  brook.  Living  shrimps  much  used  as  bait. 
Bass  also  here. 

Weymouth  and  Portland. — Between  Poole  and 
Weymouth,  mackerel,  and  near  the  rocky  ground 
whiting-pollack  and  pout ;  and  whiting  in  the 
offing.  The  same  in  Portland  Roads,  and  the  pout 
arc  taken  from  the  breakwater  and  its  immediate 
vicinity.  The  wreck  of  the  old  Indiaman  Aber- 
gavenny is  also  much  frequented  for  ground  fish. 
In  Weymouth  Harbour,  eels,  sand-smelts,  and 
flounders,  with  bass  occasionally  off  the  jetty  end 
in  rough  weather.  By  watching  your  oj)portunity, 
you  may  frequently  procure  a  squid  or  cuttle-fish 
when  the  mackerel  seines  are  drawn  on  shore,  on 
any  beaches  between  Portland  and  the  Start  Point. 
Off  Chesil  beach,  which  connects  Portland  with  the 
mainland,  mackerel  are  sometimes  taken  in  large, 
quantities,  particularly  in  easterly  winds,  which 
make  «mooth  water  on  this  part  of  the  coast.  Bass 
may  be  taken  by  a  ground  line  thrown  off  the 

*  Our  83a  fHhing  readers  wlio  can  correct  any 
errors  in  those  sea  fisliirig  notes  will  greatly  oblige 
by  doing  so. — Eo. 


beach,  when  there  is  too  much  sea  to  go  afloat.  In 
the  Fleet  or  backAvater  behind,  running  from  Abbots- 
bury,  cols,  flounders,  etc.,  abound,  and  bass  may 
be  met  with  at  the  bridge.  At  the  opening  in 
Portland  Breakwater,  pollack,  pout,  bream,  congers, 
and  sand-smelts  may  bo  caught  with  rod  or  line, 
with  or  without  a  boat,  and  sometimes  bass  with 
spinning  bait.  Between  Portland  Castle  and  Fleeto 
Bridge,  large  bass  can  be  taken  on  the  grass  banks 
with  a  fly,  and  fine  red  mullet  in  trammels  at  the 
anchorage.  Just  outside  the  light  of  Weymouth 
Harbour  is  a  rocky  shoal,  the  Mixon.  Pollack  are 
taken  here,  but  there  is  better  fishing  along  the 
north  shore  on  the  ledges,  Ringstead,  etc.,  towards 
St.  Albans  Head.  Close  at  the  back  of  Weymouth 
Jetty  or  north  pier,  good  bass  fishing  has  been 
obtained,  and  angling  for  both  bass  and  pollack 
may  here  be  followed. 

Bridport. — Mackerel-fishing  in  the  offing,  and 
bass  from  the  pier-heads,  either  with  a  ground-line 
or  the  rod  ;  eels  and  floimders,  also  whiting-pollack 
on  rocky  ground  off  this  harbour,  from  which  one 
spot  receives  the  name  of  Pollack  Stone.  Whiting- 
pout,  called  provincially  blains,  and  dabs  on  sandy 
ground.  A  few  miles  in  the  offing  whiting  both 
numerous  and  large  in  autumn  and  early  winter, 
with  some  cod,  etc.  ;  in  fact,  an  increasing  improve- 
ment going  westwards  from  the  Bill  of  Portland. 
There  is  a  little  trout-fishing  in  the  River  Bride, 
which  river  is  used  to  scour  the  harbour,  and  small 
freshwater  eels  for  pollack-fishing  may  be  here 
obtained. 

Lyme. — Sea-fishing  as  off  Bridport.  Good  pollack 
fishing  along  shore  between  Lyme  and  Seaton. 
Large  bass  at  times. 

Seaton. — General  sea-fishing  good.  At  Axmouth 
Harbour,  at  the  east  end  of  Seaton  beach,  ground 
and  fly  fishing  for  bass,  and  rod-fishing  from  the 
ruined  pier  and  quay.  Trout-fishing  in  this  river, 
which  has  salmon,  salmon-peel,  and  sea-trout. 
Squid  for  bass  to  be  procured  from  the  mackerel 
fishermen  or  beer  trawlers.  In  the  harbour  soft 
crabs  are  sometimes  obtainable  ;  also  small  flounders 
as  live  bait. 

Beer. — A  fishing  village.  Pollack  off  Beer  Head, 
and  variety  of  fishing  in  the  offing. 

Sidmouth. — Sea-fishing  as  before  mentioned,  but 
a  very  wild  .shore,  and  shallow  at  low  water,  which 
when  the  wind  blows  from  seaward  causes  a  dan- 
gerous surf.  The  little  River  Side  has  trout,  eels, 
and  lampreys.    Latter  two  used  as  poUack  baits. 

Budleigh  Salterton.  —  Large  quantities  of 
mackerel  are  sometimes  taken  in  the  bay  between 
Sidmouth  and  Budleigh  Salterton  in  the  summer,  and 
whiting  in  winter.  Here  I  once  took  in  half  a  day  412 
mackerel  with  hook  and  line,  and  near  a  thousand 
each  were  taken  by  boats  fishing  the  whole  day. 
Whiting  have  also  been  taken  in  Ladram  Bay, 
more  than  2ft.  in  length  and  in  large  quantities, 
but  of  late  years  the  fishing  has  a  great  deal  deterio- 
rated. Dabs  are  foimd  on  sandy  ground  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  at  Budleigh  Salterton  on  the 
rocky  ground  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Otter  river, 
whiting-pollack ;  and  shoals  of  bass  are  seen 
sporting,  but  cannot  often  be  taken  with  the  fly 
here,  as  in  boisterous  weather,  most  favourable  for 
the  fish  to  feed,  the  sea  runs  very  high  on  this 
open  coast :  at  such  times,  however,  I  have  had 
good  sport  with  the  ground  lines,  throwing  them 
off  the  beach  in  the  river's  mouth,  and  sometimes 
ju3t  westward  of  it ;  the  fish  varying  from  61b.  to 
12lb.  weight  each.  RagAvorms  for  pollack  procur- 
able in  the  mud  of  the  Otter  estuary,  and  mussels 
for  ground  fishing  are  brought  from  Lympstone. 
Fisherman  :  D.  Middleton.  Whiting-pout — here 
called  blains  or  blinns — are  frequently  abundant 
on  the  rocky  ground  in  front  of  Budleigh  Salterton, 
a  few  minutes'  row  from  the  shore,  also  east  and 
w<jst  of  it ;  and  dabs  are  caught  on  sandy  ground 
along  this  part  of  the  coast.  The  trout-fishing  in 
the  river  is  strictly  preserved  until  five  miles  above 
the  tide,  after  which  permission  may  be  obtained. 
Ecils,  mullet,  and  flounders  are  found  in  the  river, 
and  in  the  ponds  inside  the  embankment,  which 
alsD  contain  some  good  trout.  Pull  particulars  as  to 
the  free  water  and  permission  above,  from  the 
proprietor,  the  Rolle  Arms  Hotel,  Budleigh  Salter- 
ton, Devon.  Small  flounders  as  a  bait  for  a  float 
lino  can  be  taken  by  the  hand  in  the  estuary 
channels  by  wading.  Angl(!  in  the  river  mouth  on 
the  flood  tide,  and  when  too  strong  in  the  eddy  at 
the  point  where  the  coastguard  boat  is  kept  for 
crossing  the  harbour.    On  the  ebb  take  a  stand  at 


the  same  spot,  and  allow  the  float  to  carry  the  bait 
into  the  pool,  and  return  to  the  point  with  the  eddy. 
In  the  absence  of  floimders,  search  for  three  or  four 
blennies  in  the  rock  pools  of  the  ledge  of  rocks. 
Bass  will  take  almost  any  living  bait,  or  a  large 
prawn. 

Exmouth.— Off  Straight  Point,  between  Salterton 
and  Exmouth,  large  whiting-pollack  are  taken  with 
a  dead  sand  or  freshwater  eel,  or  with  flies,  etc.,  and 
ragworms.  Good  sport  has  been  had  here  with  the 
living  sand-eel  (a  la  mode  de  Guernsey),  which  may 
sometimes  be  obtained  at  Exmouth  :  there  being 
two  sand-eel  seines,  but  not  regularly  worked. 
The  supply  of  this  fish  has  fallen  off  very  much 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  possibly  through  the. 
excessive  use  of  trammel-nets  and  seines.  Mr. 
Geo.  A.  Passingham,  a  former  resident  at,  and  a 
most  successful  angler  for  bass  at  Exmouth,  gives 
the  following  particulars.  He  almost  always  used 
the  living  sand-eel  as  a  bait.  He  says :  "  My  plan 
was  to  catch  my  sand-eels  at  low  water,  either  in 
Maer  Bay  or  on  the  Pole  sands  (with  a  seine-net), 
then  anchor  off  Cannon's  Rock,  fish  there  until  the 
rock  was  awash,  then  proceed  to  Conger  Rocks, 
and  move  on,  fishing  along  the  gravel  ridge  near 
the  Pole  sands,  just  in  the  streak  of  the  tide,  thence 
to  the  Checkstone  Rocks,  thence  to  the  ridge 
known  as  the  Western  Way  (here  the  tide  runs 
with  great  force),  thence  to  opposite  the  jetty  and 
up  to  Bull  Hill — this  means  five  or  six  hours' 
fishing.  On  the  ebb  cross  over  to  the  point  of  the 
Warren,  and  catch  the  bass  as  they  go  out  to  sea. 
Also  on  the  gravel  ridge  near  the  Beacon  on  the 
ebb  is  a  good  place."  About  three  minutes'  walk 
above  the  dock  entrance,  sand-eels  can  be  scraped  at 
low  water  mark  from  the  furrowed  sand.  Wbiting- 
pout  frequent  this  locality  also,  and  dabs  the 
sandy  ground  to  the  westward  and  eastward. 
Flounders  are  taken  in  great  numbers  in  Exmouth 
Harbour  with  the  soft  crab,  and  bass  formerly  were 
frequently  plentiful.  During  the  summer  the 
mackerel  fishing  is  much  followed  with  hook  and 
line  off  Exmouth,  and  with  seipes  on  the  whole 
extent  of  the  coast-line,  from  Portland  to  the  Start 
Point,  in  suitable  situations.  The  best  mussels  on 
this  coast  are  procured  in  Exmouth  and  Teignmouth 
harbours,  and  every  yachtsman  should  secure  a 
peck  or  two  at  least,  as  they  are  such  excellent  bait 
for  all  kinds  of  ground  fish.  Beds  are  laid  down  at 
Lympstone,  but  boats  are  often  dredging  near  the 
coastguard  station  at  Exmouth.  Good  whiffing 
under  sail  for  bass.  I  have  taken  numbers  of  bass 
from  a  boat  moored  to  the  jetty,  using  drift  lines 
with  living  sand-eels,  and  occasionally  both  pollack 
and  bass  from  the  jetty  with  a  rod.  For  small 
yacht  or  boats  apply  to  Mr.  P.  Brutton,  11,  Alex- 
andra-terrace. 

Dawlish. — Dawlish  is  the  next  watering-place,  off 
which  is  good  fishing  for  dabs,  mackerel,  and 
pollack,  etc.,  and  with  westerly  winds  and  moderate 
weather,  good  sport  is  frequently  obtained.  There 
is  no  harbour  here,  but  the  railway  breakwaters 
afford  some  shelter  from  the  swell,  and  its  position 
towards  the  west  land  favours  it.  White  sand- 
worms  for  pollack  fishing  are  obtained  from  the 
beach  and  from  Exmouth  Harbour,  and  small 
mussels  for  dab  and  pout-fishing  on  Dawlish  rocks. 
A  sand-eel  seine  is  kept  here.  The  brook,  in  com- 
mon with  others  on  the  coast,  contains  trout  up 
the  valley,  and  small  eels  for  pollack.  Ledger- 
fishing  for  bass  may  be  practised  off  the  breakwater 
pier,  at  the  mouth  of  the  brook,  with  squid  or  cuttle 
bait  from  the  mackerel  nets. 

Teignmouth.— Teignmouth  is  a  bar-harbour,  in 
common  with  many  others,  the  resort  of  numerous 
bass,  which  formerly  afforded  excellent  sport  by 
fly-fishing  for  them.  Of  late  years,  however,  they 
have  not  shown  themselves  so  much  on  the  surface, 
and  this  method  of  taking  them  has  been  almost 
given  up,  and  has  been  replaced  by  drift-line  fishing 
with  the  living  sand-eel.  Fisherman,  John  Cox.  At 
the  Ness,  at  anchor,  fish  at  spring  tides,  from  two 
hours  before  until  high  water,  outside  east  or  west 
of  Teignmouth,  on  falling  tide.  Straight  Point, 
near  Exmouth,  six  miles  off  Teignmouth,  may  be 
visited  in  a  large  boat,  towing  a  basket  of  living 
sand-eels,  with  much  success,  for  fine  pollack,  with 
a  northerly  wind.  DawUsh  pollack  ground  is  only 
two  miles  from  Teignmouth.  Pollack  begin  to  be 
met  with  150  yards  from  shore  abreast  East  Teign- 
mouth Church.  A  special  description  of  "  Drift- 
Line  Fishing  for  Bass  in  Bar-Harbours  "  will  be 
given  later  on.  Pollack  of  moderate  size  are 
caught  at  the  Ifcss,  and  larger  fish  are  met 
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\rlth  nearer  Hole  Head,  and  towards  Dawlish, 
and  in  the  deeper  water  at  Maideneombe  close 
under  the  cliffs,  two  miles  to  the  south-west, 
towards  Babbacombe.  Mackersl,  pollack,  and  dab 
fishing  can  be  followed  at  various  spots  in  this 
neighbourhood  ;  but  the  silver  whiting  proper  are 
not  to  be  obtained  without  going  a  great  distance 
seaward,  with  the  exception  of  small  fish  to  be  taken 
a  mile  outside  the  Ness.  Lat«  in  autumn,  during 
the  herring  season,  good-sized  whiting  may,  how- 
ever, be  caught,  especially  during  light  evenings 
when  drifting  with  herring  nets.  Mussels  can  be 
dredged  in  the  harbour,  or  gathered  at  low  water. 
Nets  are  kept  here  for  taking  sand-eels,  and  much 
sport  is  now  had  in  using  them  alive  for  pollack  or 
bass,  which  method  seems  comparatively  little 
known  in  England — although  the  chief  one  adopted 
in  the  Channel  Islands,  where  it  can  be  seen  in 
perfection,  particularly  in  Guernsey,  all  the  spring 
and  until  the  end  of  June,  after  which  the  pollack 
are  less  plentiful.  Sand-eels  are  commonly  taken 
just  outside  the  harbour's  mouth,  at  the  back  of 
a  sandy  shoal,  and  just  before  low  water  several 
boats  may  generally  be  seen  proceeding  to  the 
spot ;  also  just  before  high  water  at  FeiTy  Point. 
I  have  procured  them  from  the  fishermen, 
providing  a  sand-eel  basket  to  tow  them  in 
after  the  boat.  They  will  not  remain  sufficiently 
lively  if  placed  in  a  bucket.  On  the  Spra.t  Sands, 
which  extend  from  FeiTy  Point,  if  imable  to  get 
sand-eels  from  the  seine-nets  of  the  fishermen,  they 
can  often  be  scraped  at  low  water.  A  bait-kettle, 
or  "  coiu'ge,"  should  be  provided,  and  a  pit  dug 
close  to  the  water,  which  will  become  filled,  in 
which  place  the  kettle,  or  "  courge,"  so  that  the 
water  circulates  through  it  or  covers  the  top  of 
the  kettle.  They  cannot  be  kept  vigorous  in  a 
kettle  unless  it  remains  submerged,  and  if  feeble 
are  not  nearly  so  attractive  to  the  fish.  A  revival 
of  the  fly  fishing  for  bass  occurred  in  September, 
1897,  when  two  amateurs  took  ninety  bass  with 
the  fly,  with  F.  Cox,  fisherman.  Fish  on  the  flood, 
abreast  the  Ferry  Point.  Sand-smelts,  flounders, 
and  eels  can  be  taken  from  the  quay,  and  from 
a  boat.  Fly-fishing  for  trout,  salmon,  and 
sea-trout  commences  about  eight  miles  above 
Teignmouth. 

Babbacombe. — West  of  Teignmouth,  off  Babba- 
combe, is  the  same  kind  of  sea-fishing,  and  round 
the  Orestone  or  Big  Rock,  and  between  the  other 
insulated  rocks  at  the  entrance  of  Torbay  large 
whiting-pollack  are  foimd.  The  living  sand-eel 
method  has  been  tried  here,  as  it  is  scarce  an  hour's 
run  from  Teignmouth  with  a  fair  wind.  At  Hope's 
Nose  there  is  angling  from  the  shore.  Sport  excel- 
lent at  times,  but  best  from  a  boat.  Fisherman  : 
Thomas,  Anstey's  Cove.  There  is  a  small  islet  off 
the  point  named  Hope's  or  Bob's  Nose,  a  good  spot 
for  both  bass  and  pollack.  Landing  in  smooth 
weather  on  the  inside  part  of  the  rock,  the  fly  may 
be  thrown  from  the  off  side  for  pollack  or  bass,  the 
rock  being  like  a  wall  in  steepness  on  the  off  side. 
The  spinning  eels  may  also  be  used  here,  and  the 
small  pattern  thrown  as  a  fly. 

Torquay.— In  Torbay,  off  Torquay,  Paignton,  and 
Brixham,  the  usual  sea-fi.shing  for  mackerel,  pollack, 
dabs,  etc.,  is  attainable,  and  as  the  bay  is  sheltered 
by  its  western  horn  of  Berry  Head,  the  water  is  on 
the  average  smoother  here  than  further  east,  and 
the  three  above-mentioned  harbours  render  landing 
and  embarking  easy.  Off  Corban,  Livermead,  and 
Paignton  Heads  are  often  many  pollack,  until 
middle  of  July,  by  whiffing,  fish  on  falling  water. 
The  land  here  trending  fast  seawards,  the  whiting 
ground  is  more  accessible,  and  may  be  reached  in 
from  five  or  six  to  ten  miles'  distance,  according  to 
the  time  of  the  year,  for,  towards  autumn,  fish 
approach  the  shore  more  closely  than  in  the  early 
part  of  the  season. .  The  early  part  of  summer  has 
here  l)ccn  ban-en  of  whiting  for  some  years.  Whiting 
arc  sometimes  taken  in  abundance  in  Torbay,  but 
this  is  not  the  rule,  it  is  the  exception,  as  they  are 
jjcnerally  found  in  deeper  water.  A  sand-eel  seine 
IS  kept  at  Paignton,  a  good  position  to  start  from 
in  consequence.  Pollack  and  other  fish  may  be 
caught  by  angling  from  the  end  of  Torquay  new 
pier,  depth  16ft.  at  low  water.  There  is  also  a 
good  spot  half  a  mile  to  the  left  of  Torquay,  close  to 
the  perforated  rock  known  as  London  Bridge,  the 
quan-y  rocks  there  Ixsing  perjjendicular,  witli  deep 
water  at  the  foot.  I  have  had  good  pollack-fishing 
with  drift-lines  close  inside  Thatcher  Rock,  with 
living  sand-eel  bait  at  spring  tides,  from  two  hours' 
flood  to  one  hour's  ebb.    Fisherman  :  Brown. 
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Brixham  is  one  of  the  chief  fishing  towns  of 
England,  and  employs  a  large  number  of  trawling 
vessels  and  fishing  boats.  Whiting-pout  are  often 
plentiful  in  Brixham  Roads,  commonly  called  "  The 
Sedge  "  ;  and  pollack  and  bass  towards  Berry  Head. 
Many  bass  caught  also  at  the  trawlers'  moorings  in 
the  Sedge.  All  along  the  coast  between  Brixham 
and  Dartmouth,  from  the  shore  itself  to  a  mile 
distance,  excellent  fishing  is  obtainable,  on  account 
of  the  deep  water  running  so  closely  up  to  the  land. 
Close  to  Berry  Head  itself  there  is  great  facility  for 
rod  fishing  from  the  shore,  for  the  rocks  rise  from 
the  water  like  a  wall,  and  admit  vessels  to  lie  along- 
side and  load  with  limestone  for  days  together 
during  fine  weather.  Both  pollack  and  bass  range 
along  these  rocks,  and  can  be  taken  by  angling  with 
or  without  a  float,  baiting  with  ragworms  and  squid. 
For  bass,  soft  crab,  cuttle-fish,  pilchard,  and  squid 
are  recommended.  From  the  commanding  positions 
which  can  be  taken  up  on  these  rocks,  spinning 
natural  or  artificial  baits  may  be  tried  without 
difficulty.  Abundance  of  squid  and  pilchards  are 
brought  into  Brixham  by  the  trawlers  and  seine 
fishermen.  Immediately  after  roimdtng  Berry 
Head,  a  large  rock,  called  the  Eastern  Cod,  is  seen 
a  short  distance  from  the  land.  Abundance  of  fish, 
such  as  bass,  pollack,  conger,  bream,  etc.,  are  found 
here.  Bass  have  been  seen  in  very  large  shoals  on 
the  surface  on  the  flowing  tide,  and  excellent  sport 
has  often  been  obtained  by  casting  with  tlie  fly, 
and  with  artificial  bait,  imder  favourable  circum- 
stances of  wind  and  weather.  Also  from  high  water 
as  the  tide  ebbs.  There  is  much  rocky  ground 
between  tliis  place  and  Dartmouth,  affording 
conger,  pollack,  and  bream-fishing,  and  there  are 
also  two  or  three  bays,  with  a  smooth  bottom, 
abounding  in  dabs  and  other  fish.  Pollack,  and 
sometimes  bass,  may  be  met  with  off  every  rocky 
point  between  Berry  Head  and  Dartmouth. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Mo.sT  anglers,  from  force  of  circumstances,  are 
constrained  to  limit  their  angling  to  the  exercise  of 
one  particular  branch  of  the  art,  and  while  this  of 
course  tends  to  make  them  particularly  expert  in 
this  special  direction,  it  creates  in  somewhat  too 
many  instances  a  disposition  to  rather  undervalue 
and  (in  extreme  cases)  despise  all  other  forms  and 
methods  of  fishing.  The  trout  fisher  fly  purist 
looks  with  something  akin  to  horror  upon  the 
vulgarian  who  disdains  not  to  use  a  worm  or  neatly 
spun  minnow,  and  even  among  the  "fly"  men 
there  is  dissension  as  to  the  relative  skill  employed 
in  wet  or  dry  fly,  or  gut  as  against  hair.  Of  the 
salmon  "fly"  fisher  we  need  not  say  much;  I 
have  never  yet  understood  how  ho  claims  to  be 
regarded  as  a  fly  fisher  at  all  in  the  proper  mean- 
ing of  the  term.  His  gigantic  "  flies "  usually 
represent  nothing  in  the  in.sect  world,  and  it  is 
open  to  doubt  what  influences  a  salmon  to  rise  to 
them  at  all.  Why,  therefore,  he  is  considered  by 
some  to  be  a  person  on  a  much  higher  intellectual 
and  sporting  plane  than  the  skilful  spinner  or 
prawner  is  one  of  those  mysteries  "  no  fellow  can 
possibly  understand." 

But  perhaps  it  is  among  roach  anglers  that  this 
whole-hearted  (sometimes  just  a  "leetle"  obstinate) 
championing  of  their  own  pet  method  is  most 


noticeable.     The  roach-polc-tight-line  man  often  ' 

regards  his  brother  of  the  "  Nottingham  "  style  sis  ■ 

scarcely  deserving  to  be  regarded  as  a  serious  I 

angler,  but  merely  an  unworthy  trifler,  while  the  ' 

Nottingham  man  speaks  with  derision  of  a  rod  ; 

"  like  a  barge  pole  at  one  end  and  a  needle  at  the  ' 

other,"   and    a   third   party— namely,  the  punt  , 

fisherman  with  his  10ft.  rod— snorts  at  the  mere  5 

mention  of  either  of  them.  i 

All  this  is  rather  a  pity.    Let  us  all  recognise  i 

the  fact  that  it  is   the  circumstances  of  place,  j 

weather,  water,  which  render  any  particular  style  j 

of  fishing,  especially  for  roach  and  trout,  the  most  j 

killing,  and  not  be  averse  to  taking  a  hint  (or  j 

giving  one,  if  it  is  valuable  in  our  experience)  and  1 

learning   the   great  lesson  of   angling   success—  ] 

namely,  adaptability.  ' 

Of  all  our  fish,  the  roach  should  command  our  ; 
greatest  respect.    He  is  as  handsome  as  any  fish 

that  swims,  he  is — in  clear  running  streams,  at  I 

any  rate — almost  as  good  a  fighter  as  the  trout  , 

(I  have  seen  some  better  than  a  trout  of  equal  < 

size),  and  few  fish  are  to  be  caught  by  such  a  I 

variety  of  methods,  and  are  so  universally  and  : 

plentifully  distributed.     While   many  well-to-do  ; 

anglers  are  fascinated  with  reaching  in  some  form  • 

or  other,  he  is   essentially — south  of  the  border  -; 

counties,    at  least— the  quarry  of  the  angler  of  ; 

slender  means.   Take  away  the  roach  from  English  j 

rivers,  and  it  would  be  a  sorry  prospect  for  many  ^ 

a  working-man  angler.    His  only  fault  is  that  he  ; 

is  not  good  for  much  to  eat,  but  perhaps  this  is  j 

fortunate — otherwise  roaching  would  soon  become  ^ 

as  expensive  a  sport  as  trout  angling.  '. 

It  might  be  inferred  from  my  remarks  that  I  am  : 
one  of  the  very  persons  I  alluded  to  just  now — an 
angler  who  cares  for  one  particular  fish  and  form  ) 
of  fishing  and  naught  else.  Not  a  bit  of  it !  Of  . 
all  angling  I  love  best  to  work  my  way  up  a  moor- 
land river,  fly-rod  in  hand,  deftly  picking  out  a  j 
trout  here  and  there  from  amongst  the  boulders  or  j 
from  across  some  rippling  flat  or  breezy  pool,  ^ 
but  I  delight  scarcely  less  to  spin  for  a  pike  : 
or  watch  for  the  lightning  plunge  of  one's  pike  ■ 
float,  or  the  sliding,  crafty  bite  of  carp,  tench,  or  ■ 
bream,  or  quick  "bob"  of  the  dashing  perch.  ■ 
But  I  think,  second  to  trout  fishing,  and  with  a  ' 
charm  peculiarly  like  it,  comes  roach  fishing,  either  i 
long  pole,  running  tackle,  or,  where  the  water  is  ; 
suitable,  fly.  And  there  is  a  third  method,  not  ^ 
half  so  much  practised  as  it  deserves  to  be,  which  i 
in  suitable  water  gives  sport  equal  to  any  of  the 
foregoing  styles,  and  has  a  charm  essentially  its  ■ 
own — I  mean  light  patemostering.  i 

Where  rivers  have  a  deep,  quiet  flow,  between 

broad,  sinuous,  reed-fringed  banks  (like  the  Norfolk  I 
and  Suffolk  rivers,  for  instance),  and- where  it  is 

necessary  or  desirable  to  use  a  boat,  especially,  let  i 

the  roach  angler  discard  his  beloved  18ft.  or  20ft.  i 

Sowerbutts,  which  is  utterly  out  of  place  in  a  boat,  1 

and  substitute  a  10ft.  two-piece  light  greenheart  • 

fly  rod  of  stiff,  steely-like  action  (it  should  be  one  | 

of  those  rods  that  have  absolutely  no  droop  in  ] 

them  when  held  horizontally),  with  an  easy  running  \ 

reel  holding,  say,  40yds.  of  finest  silk  line,  to  the  end  < 
of  which  is  attached  7ft.  of  finest  undrawn  gut. 

At  bottom  of  this  place  about  half  an  ordinary  ' 

cone  lead,  fastening  the  gut  through  it  so  that  on  - 

striking  the  lead  comes  endways  through  the  water.  j 

Round  bullets  offer  far  too  much  resistance.    Ten  i 

inches  above  the  lead  tie  on  the  first  hook,  dropper  j 
fashion,  giving  about  4in.  of  gut  link — a  No.  9 

Crystal  on  gut  to  match  the  cast  is  the  most  useful  -i 

size — and  a  foot  (or  more  if  there  are  weeds  about)  ', 

tie  on  a  second  similar  hook.  Your  tackle  is  then  , 
ready.    For  bait  use  ordinary  dough — simply  flom- 

and  water  kneaded  until  it  can  be  rolled  with  the  , 
fingers  without  sticking  to  them,  yet  is  not  J  too 
tough  or  heavy  to  prevent  the  hook  penetrating 

well  on  striking,  and  yet  so  tenacious  as  not  to  i 

easily  come  off  or  be  knocked  off  by  the  fish.    It  ] 
is  a  grand  all  year  bait  for  roach,  easily  made  with 
a  little  practice,  far  more  durable  than  bread  paste, 
and  during  thirty  years  has  brought  many  thousands 
of  roach  of  all  sizes  to  my  cre  -l,  and  not  a  few  dozen 

scores  of  bream.  '' 

All  you  now  have  to  do  is  to  anchor  both  ends  of  ^ 

boat  in  fairly  deep  water — say,  6ft.  or  upwards,  ' 
draw  a  yard  or  two  off  the  reel,  and,  baiting  both 

hooks,  cast  straight  in  front  of  you  into  the  stream.  1 

Then,  keeping  the  rod  m  your  hand,  rest  it  on  the  j 

gimwale  of  the  boat,  or,  if  that  be  too  low,  on  a  | 

box,  or  your  creel  placed  on  the  edge  of  the  seat,  '< 

but  never  simply  hold  the  rod  without  any  support,  j 

Neither  is  it  advisable  (either  in  boat  or  bank  1 

[2] 
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fishing)  to  place  it  in  any  kind  of  rest  which  at  all 
restrains  the  perfect  upward  or  sideways  action  of 
striking.  It  is  assumed  you  have  done  some  of  the 
customary  ground- baiting.  The  flow  of  the  current 
draws  the  line  taut,  your  lead  of  course  resting  on 
the  bottom.  Do  not  strike  until  you  have  a  steady 
jjrolonged  "  draw,"  or  the  line  travels  upstream,  or 
away  from  you  across  or  down.  Mere  "knocks" 
or  "fluttei's"  of  the  line  are  useless  to  strike  at. 
You  will  miss  a  good  many  at  first,  especially  if 
small  roach  are  abundant,  but  persevere  and  you 
will  soon  be  surprised  how  apt  you  become  at 
perceiving  the  "psychological"  moment.  Decent 
fish  ai'e  seldom  missed  after  a  little  practice,  but 
small  fellows  require  some  considerable  amount  of 
proficiency  to  hook  a  reasonable  percentage  of 
pulls.  Keep  both  hooks  baited  always — a  bare  hook 
dangling  will  scare  suspicious  fish. 

I  daresay  there  is  nothing  very  novel  about  all 
this  to  many  all-round  anglers.  But  to  some  it 
may  be,  and  if  they  are  persuaded  to  try  this 
variation  from  their  usual  dodges,  and  it  gives 
them  half  the  sport  it  has  given  me,  I  shall  be 
glad  it  has  been  written.  Some  of  my  friends  to 
whom  I  have  introduced  it  prefer  it  infinitely  to 
fioat  fishing.  It  has  this  great  advantage  over 
ledgering,  that  even  if  there  be  weeds  by  setting 
one's  hooks  sufficiently  high  above  the  lead  the 
weeds  are  practically  to  be  disregarded.  Of  course,  it 
does  not  answer  everywhere — no  one  style  of  angling 
does.  Moderately  quiet-running  deep  rivers  suit 
it  best.  Gentles  or  small  bits  of  M'orm  will  also 
do,  and  afford  a  chance  of  perch,  or  other  fish.  It 
is  especially  likely  to  kiU  bream,  in  fact,  I  seldom 
now  fish  for  bream  in  certain  rivers  in  any  other 
way,  as  it  is  particularly  killing  on  warm  summer 
nights,  long  after  it  is  far  too  dark  to  see  a  float, 
and  I  have  also  found  it  admirable  for  taking  bream 
during  the  winter  months.  I  often  find,  too,  that 
for  some  occult  reason  it  kills  roach  and  bream 
when  float  fishing  is  utterly  useless.  Finally,  there 
is  an  indefinable  charm  about  the  taking  of  good 
fish  on  the  finest  of  tackle  by  one's  own  cunning  of 
hand  and  eye  and  nicety  of  judgment,  unassisted 
by  the  somewhat  automatic  device  of  a  float,  which 
will,  in  the  opinion  of  many  anglers,  I  believe,  give 
an  added  fascination.  Paternoster. 


"LADIES  OF  THE  ANGLE."* 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen — but  ijrincipally  ladies  : 
Some  time  ago,  when  this  evening's  entertainment 
was  under  discussion,  I  lightly  undertook  to  say  a 
few  words  on  the  subject  of  lady  anglers.  It  is  a 
pleasant  and  enticing  subject,  and  as  the  ladies  of 
my  family  have  in  their  time  said  a  good  deal  to  me 
on  the  matter  of  angling,  I  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  ojjportmiity  for  a  few  back  answers. 

I  am  speaking,  of  course,  of  my  unregenerate — 
my  bachelor — days,  for  I  cannot  deny  that  once 
upon  a  time  I  was  a  single  young  man.  Well,  the 
lady  who  took  most  interest  in  me  then  was  my 
aunt,  and  she,  I  am  afraid,  looked  with  a  somewhat 
cold  and  unrelenting  eye  upon  my  angling  episodes. 
Nor  was  the  good  lady  without  many  and  excellent 
reasons  for  so  doing.  Fishing  and  being  in  to  meals 
never  did  go  together,  and  I  have  invariably  noticed 
that  so  surely  as  the  time  to  pack  up  and  go  home 
to  dimier  arrives,  so  surely  do  the  fish  begin  to  bite. 
Only  one  excuse  was  ever  successful  when  I  came 
in  late,  and  that  was  a  good  bag  of  fish.  Whether 
all  ladies  take  so  material  a  view  of  thing.s,  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  can  answer  for  it  that  in  my  case  the 
first  question  was,  "  What  have  you  caught  ?  "  and 
the  second,  "  Are  they  good  to  eat  ?  "  Should  they 
prove  to  be  of  a  cookable  nature,  all  was  well,  but 
should  the  day's  catch  be  useless  for  the  table — a 
mere  201b.  halibut  or  hundredweight  skate,  for 
instance — then  my  imfortunato  hobby  would  be 
dismissed  with  a  sniff  and  a  thinly-veiled  expression 
of  wonder  as  to  what  I  could  possibly  "  see  in  it." 

The  only  lady  anglers  I  know,  or,  rather,  have 
fiKhed  with,  arc  my  wife  and  a  friend,  and  the  only 
little  adventure  wo  had  was  when  they  wore  left  on 
the  pier  at  Old  J f arbour  while  we  two  husbands 
went  outside  for  an  hour's  boat  fishing.  I  remember 
as  we  rowed  past  the  i)ier  on  our  return  that  wo 
shouted  to  the  ladies,  "  Any  sport  '!  "  "  Yes,  yes," 
they  answered  excitedly,  "  yes,  yes,  Do  come  ! 
We  ve  caught  a  huge  eel."    With  some  difficulty — 

*  A  Paper  road  boforo  the  members  and  friends 
of  i)io  Britisii  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  at  tlio  Gaiety 
lio.-tauruiit,  on  Dec.  0,  by  Mr.  Robert  Stanley. 


for  a  heavy  sea  was  running — we  got  the  boat 
alongside,  and  then,  taking,  I  may  say,  the  boat- 
hook  in  one  hand,  and  my  life  in  the  other,  I  climbed 
hurriedly  upon  the  pier.  "  Where  is  it '!  "  I  cried, 
raising  the  boathook  and  looking  hastily  around. 
"  Where  is  it  ?  " 

"  Oh  !  "  they  said  calmly  ;  "  we  haven't  got  it." 
"  Not  got  it  ?  "  I  echoed  amazed. 

"  No,"  they  continued,  beaming  with  the  satis- 
faction and  glory  of  their  capture,  "  no,  we  let  it  go." 
Subsequent  convernation  revealed  the  fact  that  the 
col — a  conger  of  about  lOlb.,  I  should  imagine — 
had  so  frightened  the  ladies  that,  l)oth  holding  the 
rod,  they  had  jumped  and  shaken  the  poor  thing 
about  until,  to  their  infinite  relief,  the  hook  had 
snapped  under  the  strain,  and  releasing  the  unhappy 
conger,  restored  it  to  fre"idom  and  its  native  element. 
It  was  a  proud — a  splendid — triumph  for  them 
both,  and  to  this  day  each  lays  claim  to  and  boasts 
of  that  conger  as  her  very  own,  and  each,  I  may 
add,  fervently  hopes  never  to  be  so  unlucky  as  to 
hook  anotlier. 

Talking  of  ladies  and  sport  reminds  me  of  a 
cricket  match  in  which  I'once  took  part — Ladies  w. 
G(uitlcmcn.  There  were  the  usual  conditions — top 
hats,  walking  sticks,  and  batting  left-handed,  and  I 
may  tell  you  that  we  gentlemen,  being  chivalrous 
and  gallant,  decided  before  hand  to  allow  the  ladies 
to  win  easily.  We  were,  however,  to  do  this  in  so 
artful  a  manner  as  to  make  them  and  the  onlookers 
understand  what  first-rate  cricketers  these  twcnty- 
tAvo  young  ladies  undoubtedly  wore.  The  Ladies, 
who,  I  r^'member,  made  a  huge  score,  batted  first, 
and  this  was  perhaps  as  well,  for  there  is  but  little 
doubt  that  had  they  postponed  their  innings  until 
after  ours,  they  would  have  had  to  be  content  with 
no  innings  at  all.  I  never  saw  so  many — shall  I 
say  accidents  ?  in  so  short  a  space  before.  They 
threw  at  us  and  they  pitched  at  us,  and  they  bowled 
at  us,  and  one  by  one  we  were  helped  limping  and 
bumbled  off  the  field  of  battle.  It  was,  if  you  will 
believe  me,  not  so  much  a  question  of  defending 
one's  wicket  as  of  defending  oneself,  and,  with  the 
solitary  exception  of  our  captain,  who  flatly  refused 
to  bat  at  all,  being,  as  he  said,  the  father  of  a 
family,  and  a  man  whose  life  was  too  vahiable  to  be 
risked,  not  a  single  one  of  us  was  either  bowled, 
stumped  or  caught,  the  entire  eleven,  with,  as  I 
have  said,  the  exception  of  the  captain,  being 
entered  upon  the  score-sheet  as  "  retired  hurt." 

But  to  return  to  my  aunt.  One  of  her  fixed 
ideas  was  that  I  should  come  home  drowned,  and 
in  this  I  was  a  daUy  disappointment  to  her.  I 
nearly  was  once — at  least,  the  aunt  thought  so,  and 
this  is  how  it  happened  : — 

We  were  at  Folkestone,  and  there  had  been  the 
usual  argument  as  to  whether  I  should  be  happier 
in  my  best  things  listening  to  the  band  or  in  my 
old  things  fishing  on  the  beach  ;  and  here  I  may 
Say  that  my  aunt's  greatest  objection  to  fishing  was 
the  costume.  I  believe  if  I  could  have  gone  in 
something  very  elegant — something  with  a  dash  of 
the  church-parade,  afternoon-call,  at-home-second- 
and-fourth-Thursdays  style  about  it — that  my  good 
aunt  would  have  looked  on  angling  with  a  kindlier 
eye,  and  perhaps  have  even  accompanied  me  herself. 
As  it. was,  however,  the  best  that  could  be  said  of 
me  was  that  I  was  "  not  fit  to  be  seen  " — a  ruling, 
by-the-bje,  that  was  quite  in  accord  with  my  own 
idea  on  the  subject.  I  didn't  want  to  "  be  seen." 
I  wanted,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  drop  into  verse, 

To  glide  unnoticed,  silent,  down  the  vale. 
And  shrink  from  observation  like  the  snail. 

Well,  ou  this  particular  occasion  I  had  been 
captured  for  a  walk  on  tha  Leas  ;  but  by  great  good 
fortune  my  aimt  had  forgotten  her  parasol — en  tout 
cas,  I  think,  was  in  those  days  the  correct  title. 
However,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  point  is  that  I  was 
sent  home  to  get  it,  and  once  out  of  sight,  you  may 
be  very  sure  I  was  quickly  en  route  for  the  beach. 
How  long  the  aunt  was  kept  waiting  for  the  en  tout — 
the,  er— sunshade — I  cannot  say.  Time  flies  so 
when  one  is  fishing.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that 
even  if  I  had  remembered  it,  its  usefulness  would 
by  then  have  departed  owing  to  the  sunset. 
However,  on  the  occasion  in  question  an  event 
occurred  that  diverted  attention  from  parasols, 
sunshades,  and  en  touts  for  the  remainder  of  that 
summer's  evening. 

At  this  point  I  should  like  to  quote  some  lines 
from  Gilbert's  "  Princess  Ida  " — lines  which  go  far 
to  reconcile  me  with  my  conscience  when  I  think  of 
the  trials  and  troubles  that  I  brought  into  my 
aimt's  otherwise  placid  existence, 


Oil,  don't  the  days  seem  lank  and  long  ! 
Wlien  all  goes  right  and  nothing  goes  wrong. 
And  isn't  yo\ir  life  extremely  fiat 
When  you've  nothing  whatever  to  grumble  at  '! 

Now,  had  I  been  a  better  boy  and  less  fond  of 
fishing,  there  is  no  doubt  that  my  aunt's  life  would 
have  been  one  long  round  of  deadly  dull  monotony. 
As  it  was,  however,  I  don  t  think  any  day  could 
have  ever  seemed  "  lank  and  long,"  and  it  is  equally 
certain  that  "  never  morning  wore  to  evening  " 
without  my  good-naturedly  providing  the  worthy 
lady  with  quite  a  numbt^r  of  things  to  "  grumble  at." 
Having  thus  made  my  bow  and  my  apology,  we  will, 
an'  it  please  you,  proceed  to  the  beach.  Here,  as 
Harrison  Ainsworth  would  put  it,  "  a  strange  scene 
was  being  enacted."  Picture,  if  you  please,  a  young 
gentleman,  elegantly  attired  in  the  costume  of  the 
period — that  is,  to  be  exact,  an  Eton  suit — his  stick, 
a  dandy  cane,  is  stuck  deep  into  the  shingle,  and  to 
it  is  made  fast  one  end  of  a  long  fishing  line  ;  bis 
hat,  which  answers  to  the  description  of  "  top,"  is  for 
safety's  sake  resting  a  little  farther  away — for  this 
boy  had,  I  should  like  you  to  know,  a  better  side  to 
his  natur?,  and  into  the  hat  he  has  put  a  large 
stone  so  that  the  wind  may  not  inadvertently  blow 
it  into  the  sea.  It  is  altogether  a  pretty  scene,  and 
I  should  like  you  to  dwell  on  it  awhile.  I  can 
imagine  it  as  it  might  be  put  in  a  "  Child's  First 
Guide  to  Knowledge,"  something  perhaps  in  this 
style  :  — 

Question  :  "  But  who  is  this  nice  little  boy  ?  " 
Answer :   "  He  is  the  kind  nephew  of  the  good 
aunt." 

Q.  :  "  But  why  is  he  on  the  hard,  cold,  pebbly, 
shingly  beach,  while  he  might  be  on  the  beautiful 

Leas  ?  " 

A. :  "  Because  he  is  trying  to  catch  nice  fish  for 
his  good  aunt  to  eat." 

Q. :  "  But  why  does  he  place  his  hat  upon  the 
ground  with  a  stone  in  it  ?  ' 

A.  :  "  Because  it  is  a  top  hat,  and  he  is  a  thought- 
ful boy,  and  knows  that  it  might  otherwise  fall  into 
the  sea,  and  that  it  would  pain  his  good  aunt  and 
cause  her  to  buy  a  new  hat  out  of  his  scanty  pocket 
money." 

Q.  :  "  But  would  he  not  be  more  certain  of  getting 
fish  if  he  bought  them  from  the  honest  fisherman  '!  " 

A.  :  "  Yes,  indeed  he  would  ;  but  they  might  not 
be  quite  so  fresh,  and  so  this  kind  little  boy  is 
willing  to  wait  on  the  cold,  hard,  pebbly  bsach, 
instead  of  listening  to  the  band  as  he  might  have 
been  doing." 

Q.  :  "  But  will  he  not  spoil  his  beautiful  suit  ?  " 

A.  :  "  He  is  so  anxious  to  catch  fish  for  his  good 
aunt  that  he  is  indifferent  as  to  the  consequences  to 
his  beautiful  suit." 

Q.  :  "  But  what  will  his  aimt  say  when  she  sees 
he  has  spoilt  his  new  suit  ?  " 

A.  :  "She  will  tell  his  uncle." 

Q.  :  "  But  what  will  his  uncle  say  ?  " 

A.  :    "  He  will  say,  '  Well,  I'm  '  " — but  I 

think  that  at  this  point  our  book  might  become  a 
little  too  grown  up  for  children.  I  know  what 
uncles  are.  I  am  one  myself.  So  perhaps  we  had 
better  leave  this  chapter  to  the  imagination  and 
return  to  the  beach. 

An  hour — mayhap  two,  possibly  three — had 
passed  pleasantly  away,  the  strains  of  the  distant 
band  had  borrowed  the  enchantment  which  distance 
lends,  a  few  fish  had  rewarded  my  earnest  efforts, 
and  now  there  had  come  a  lull  in  the  sport — a  lull 
that  gave  me  time  to  think  and  cogitate  excuses 
for  my  non-arrival  with  the  en  tout — the  desired 
object.  Should  I  invent  some  story  of  being  unable 
to  find  the  en — the  wished-for  article,  or  should  I 
boldly  tell  the  truth  and  shame  the — the  aunt  ?  I 
was  pondering  these  things  and  wondering  which 
there  would  be  least  trouble  about,  when  suddenly 
I  got  a  bite — a  real  bite,  mind  you,  a  kind  of 
BaOj'-cotton  bite — a  bite  that  tightened  the  line  up 
like  a  bowstring,  and  that  first  bent  the  dandy 
cane  double,  and  then  uprooted  it  from  the  shingle 
and  pulled  it  away  down  the  beach  like  lightning. 
I  do  not  wish  to  exaggerate,  but  I  should  honestly 
think  it  went  at  a  rate  that  a  motorist  on  trial  for 
excessive  speed  would  describe  as  "  fully  ten  miles 
an  hour."  I  had  just  time  to  grab  it  as  it  entered 
the  sea,  and  in  an  instant  I  was  jerked  over  and 
drenched  through  and  through.  That  did  not 
matter,  though,  for  I  had  the  line,  and  I  held  on 
with  what  the  local  paper  afterwards  described  as 
"  bulldog  tenacity."  It  was  a  long  fight  and  a 
strong  fight.  Now  with  heels  dug  deep  into  the 
shingle  and  b*ck  bent  double,  I  managed  to  slowly 
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Tryikto  to  the  Tjempbb. 


After  a  Long  Day's  Fishing. 

Maxim. — "  A  glass  of  whisky-punch,  reeking  hot,  will  prove  the  best  of  all  restoratives, 
should  a  tendency  to  shiver  really  occur." 


drag  the  line  a  yard  or  so  higher  up  the  shore  ;  now, 
but  an  instant  later,  I  was  whisked  rapidly  down  to 
the  water's  edge  again.  Aunt,  uncle,  Eton  suit, 
top  hat — all  were  forgotten  in  the  wild  excitement  of 
that  struggle.  I  remembered  afterwards,  when  the 
great  battle  was  ended,  that  as  I  was  pulled  in  I 
had  heard  a  loud  scream,  and  several  shouts  from 
the  clifE  above  ;  but  even  had  I  recognised  the 
voices — which  I  stiU  maintain  I  did  not — they 
would  have  made  no  difference  to  my  determination 
to  land  that  fish  or  be  drowned  in  the  attempt. 
The  fight  continued — my  arms  ached,  my  fingers 
were  cut  and  smarting  with  the  ceaseless  strain. 
But  I  was  winning.  Grimly  I  set  my  heels  deeper 
and  firmer  into  the  shifting  shingle,  and  slowly  foot 
by  foot  the  line  came  in  ;  but  the  strain  was  lessening 
and  weakening,  and  at  last  came  the  glorious 
moment  when  I  saw  a  flash  of  burnished  silver  as 
the  great  fish,  played  out  and  done,  rolled  over  into 
the  shallow  water  at  my  feet.  I  remember  jumping 
wildly  in  and  grabbing  him  to  my  Eton-suited 
bosom.  I  remember  being  dashed  down  into  the 
serf,  and  I  remember  strong  arms  seizing  me  and 
lifting  us — the  monster  and  myself — safely  up  on  to 
dry  land  again.  I  looked  to  see  who  it  was — and  it 
was  my  uncle.  Prospects  of  a  lively  five  minutes 
appeared  before  me.  Still,  the  fish  was  worth  it, 
whatever  happened ;  and  all  that  happened,  I 
remember,  was  that  my  uncle  patted  me  on  the 
back  and  slipped  a  shilling  into  my  hand ;  then, 
addressing  the  assembly — for,  unnoticed  by  me,  half 
Folkestone  had  gathered  during  the  fight — he  said : 
"  Gentlemen,  the  boy's  a  hero,  and  I'm  his  uncle." 
Having  said  which,  he  beamed  satisfaction  on  one 
and  aU,  and  gave  me  another  shilling.  Now,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  people  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
crowd  were  of  the  opinion  that  my  uncle  and  I  were 
some  new  and  original  form  of  entertainment,  and 
in  this  idea  they  were  ably  seconded  by  a  genius 
who  produced  a  shell,  and  who  announced  loudly  that 
the  trick  could  not  be  performed  for  less  than  a 
shilling,  and  was  successful  in  inducing  quite  a 
number  of  coppers  into  his  own  pocket,  the  immediate 
consequence  of  which  was  that  the  people  behind, 
having  paid  their  money,  pushed  and  pressed  those 
in  front,  and  at  the  same  time  shouted  loudly  to  my 
uncle  to  "  begin."  Whether  they  expected  him  to 
swallow  the  fish  or  what  the  exact  trick  was,  we 
shall  never  know,  for  at  this  moment  a  fresh  diversion 
occurred.  It  was  my  aunt.  The  good  lady  having 
viewed  the  scene  from  above,  had  finally  persuaded 
herself  that  this  time  I  really  was  drowned  ;  and  so, 
by  way  of  doing  the  best  possible  thing  under  the 
circumstances,  had  made  her  way  hurriedly  to  the 
beach,  and  was  now  selecting  a  comfortable  and 
convenient  bench  on  which  to  have  hysterics. 

My  aunt  quickly  drew  the  crowd,  and  she  soon 
bad  the  satisfaction  of  being  the  most  popular 
"  side  show  "  to  be  found  in  Folkestone  that  after- 
noon. "  He's  dead,"  she  cried,  "  he's  drowned, 
and,"  .she  continued,  her  voice  suggesting  that  here 
was  a  matter  far  more  serious  than  my  early  removal 
from  this  troublous  sphere,  "  and  what's  more,  he's 
got  his  best  things  on."  I  remember  that  at  this 
point  the  excitement  was  stiU  further  increased  by 
the  arrival  of  the  seat  proprietor.  He  at  once  made 
his  way  to  the  front,  and  then  and  there  demanded 
from  my  astonished  relative  the  instant  payment  of 
sixpence,  his  ground  for  this  charge  being  that  the 
seat  was  made  to  hold  half  a  dozsn,  and  my  aunt 
having  monopolised  the  entire  bench,  had  debarred 
five  other  visitors  from  their  share  of  the  room. 
Scfjing  that  the  poor  lady  was  on  the  verge  of  tears, 
and  knowing  too  that  the  more  annoyance  she  was 
put  to  the  greater  would  be  my  final  punishment, 
I  allowed  my  better  nature  to  assert  itself,  and 
handed  the  unju.st  seat  owner  his  sixpence  myself. 
My  aunt  b(;ing  thus  well  provided  for,  I  turned  to 
look  for  my  magnificent  fish,  and  oh  the  bitterness 
of  that  moment !  It,  my  mighty  majestic — even 
now  words  fail  me — it  was  gone.  Gone  as  absolutely 
and  completely  "  as  if,"  as  one  of  the  sympathetic 
crowd  hfid  said,  "  as  if  the  sea  had  swallowed  it  up." 
How,  when,  and  where  it  went  will  never  be  dis- 
covered. Possibly  it  is  politely  waiting,  grown  still 
bigger  with  the  lapse  of  years,  to  be  taken  by  some 
Lady  British  Sea  Angler — it  may  be,  I  know  not. 
Only  one  point  in  connection  with  that  fish  remains 
for  ever  fixed  in  ray  memory,  and  that  is  that  on 
the  following  day  there  was  exhibited  in  the  town 
of  Folkestone,  placed  upon  a  lorry  and  drawn  by 
two  horses,  a  marine  monster,  the  like  of  which  had 
never  Vjcen  seen  before,  and  said — mark  you,  said — 
to  have  been  captured  after  a  three  hours'  struggle  by 
two  trawlers  and  a  guqboat,     Robbbt  Stanley, 


BOXES  FOR  GUT  CASTS. 


Mb.  Fablow,  191,  Strand,  has  forwarded  to  us  for 
inspection  a  new  description  of  tackle  box  for  casting 
linos,  which  he  has  recently  had  manufactured,  the 
object  being  to  enable  the  fisherman  when  at  the 
riv(!r'8  side  to  keep  his  spare  lines  always  moist  and 
ready  for  use,  and  thus  avoid  the  delay  that  ordi- 
narily occurs  on  a  chango^ofjcasting  lines,  whilst 


the  new  one  is  being  wetted.  A  neat  tin  box  is 
floored  with  a  pad  of  mixed  sponge  and  wool  spread 
over  india-rubber  (like  the  substance  used  by 
doctors  for  applying  water  poultices)  ;  upon  this 
pad  when  damped  the  lines  are  laid,  and  a  similar 
moistened  pad  placed  over  them.  Tlie  arrange- 
ment is  simple  and  effective,  and  very  creditable 
to  the  ingenuity  of  its  inventor, — Fish-entian'n 
Magazine,  18(54. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  emtiiro  insertioji)  must  arrive  hy 
first  2]ost  on  TJmrsday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remarks.— Tho  rivor  is 
now  in  sploiidid  condition  for  angling.  Roaoh  and 
chnl)  are  feeding  well,  and  tlii-s  woek-ond  sliould 
find  many  anglors  on  tho  rivor,  as  thoy  liavo  the 
Ixist  of  chancos  now.  Tlioro  is  a  fair  strnam,  but 
tho  fisli  aro  still  well  out,  and  not  very  much  in 
ovidonco  in  eddies,  unless  the  water  is  deep.  I 
was  at  Datchet  on  Dec.  11,  with  Mr.  C.  H.  C. 
Lowe,  reaching.  We  had  throo  dozen  fi.sh,  but 
no  largo  ones.  The  fog  was  very  dense,  and  tho 
frost  kept  freezing  tho  lino  to  the  rod.  Mr.  H.  G. 
Hankins  and  friend,  at  Ditton,  had  flvo  and  a  half 
dozen  roach  the  same  day.  I  may  mention  that  tho 
frost  was  eight  degrees  colder  than  at  Bodo  in  the 
Arctic  Circle.  This,  after  the  mild  Thursday 
previous,  was  rather  too  sudden  a  change. 
Mr.  C.  Littlewood  has  had  some  good  roach  at 
Datchet.  Mr.  Tomlinson  won  the  K.P.S.  roach 
competition  with  a  fish  from  Teddington  Weir. 
This  was  his  first  competition  in  the  club,  which  ho 
had  only  just  joined,  and  he  received  the  con- 
gratulation of  the  members.  In  October  the 
Water  Board  abstracted  34,826,000,000  gallons  of 
water  from  the  Thames,  or  equal  to  1,123,000,000 
gallons  per  day.  Tho  Weybridge  Restocking 
Association  are  thinking  of  putting  some  rudd 
in  the  Thames  locally.  Friday  last  (Dec.  15) 
was  the  222nd  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
Izaak  Walton.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  business 
at  the  Thames  Conservancy  on  Monday,  the  chair- 
man presented  a  lock-koeper  at  Marlow,  named 
Gray,  with  the  vellum  of  the  Royal  Humane  Society 
and  the  sum  of  two  guineas,  for  rescuing  a  boy 
from  drowning  in  September  last.  The  recipient 
of  the  vellum  was  over  sixty-two  years  of  age. 
At  the  Staines  Town  Hall  last  woolc,  before  the 
Spelthorne  magistrates,  J.  Ashby,  Esq.,  presiding, 
John  Johnson,  01,  King's-road,  Kingston,  was 
summoned  for  imlawfully  having  in  his  possession, 
in  the  Rivor  Thames,  off  tho  parish  of  Hampton 
Wick,  eight  porch  of  less  dimensions  than  those 
specified  in  By-law  2S  of  the  Thames  Fishery  By- 
laws, 1893,  on  November  11.  Mr.  E.  Gleiishaw 
appeared  on  behalf  of  tho  Thames  Conservancy. 
Defendant  admitted  the  offence,  and  Mr.  Glen- 
shaw  said  the  action  was  taken  by  the  T.A.P.S. 
John  W.  Eyre,  head-keeper  of  the  society,  deposed 
to  being  on  Kingston  Bridge  on  Nov.  11,  when  lie 
saw  defendant  fishing  on  tho  Surrey  side  of  tho 
river.  Wlien  Johnson  came  across  to  Hampton 
Wick  witness  asked  him  what  ho  had  been  fish- 
ing for.  Defendant  replied  "jack."  On  ex- 
amining tho  well  of  tho  punt  witness  found  an 
undersized  perch  and  gudgeon,  and  also  in  a 
bait-can  seven  other  undersized  perch,  tliree  of 
which  he  measured,  the  largest  being  six  inches 
long.  Ho  called  defendant's  attention  to  the 
size  of  tlio  fish  and  put  them  back  in  the  water. 
Witness  told  defendant  he  would  report  the  matter, 
and  Johnson  said  he  hoped  there  would  be  no 
trouble  about  it.  Defendant  said  ho  was  extremely 
sorry,  liavitig  overlooked  the  matter.  He  had  seen 
his  father  and  grandfatlier  do  the  same,  and  did 
not  intend  to  infringe  tho  law.  Tlie  Chairman  told 
defendant  lie  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  £5,  but  they 
would  only  make  him  pay  10s. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  fast  toning 
down  to  a  nice  colour,  and  a  good  stream  is  running. 
The  weather,  too,  looks  a  lot  more  promising. 
Roach  have  at  times  been  feeding,  and  some  fairly 
good  bags  have  been  made  by  local  anglers ;  a  few 
decent  pei'ch  have  also  been  caught.  Captain 
Gordon,  in  two  days'  fishing  with  G.  Vaughan,  has 
taken  several  jack  up  to  61b.  and  two  chub.  Patrons 
of  G.  Arlott  have  been  rewarded  with  perch,  roach, 
and  jack  up  to  01b.  Messrs.  G.  Smith  and  F.  Willis 
were  the  first  and  second  prize-winners  in  the 
Working  Men's  open  club  mutch  on  Dec.  10.  A 
trout  weighing  81b.,  and  measuring  27in.,  was  caught 
by  an  auglor  fishing  at  Shiplake  Hole  on  Dec.  9 ;  the 
fish,  which  was  carefully  returned  to  the  river  after 
being  weighed,  was  taken  on  ledger  tackle.  Condi- 
tions are  favourable  for  much  better  sport  during 
the  coming  week.  On  Doc.  13,  Mr.  Macdonald, 
fishing  witli  G.  Vaughan,  took  nineteen  chub,  host 
fish  31b.,  the  take  weighed  241b.,  rest  returned  to 
tho  water  again. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Richmond). — Tlio  principal  takes  are : 
W.  Mansoll  out  with  a  gentleman  on  Dec.  7,  201b. 
of  roach,  dace,  and  bream ;  Dec.  9,  out  with 
Messrs.  Snoll,  191b.  roach,  dace,  and  bream;  out 
with  tho  same  gentleman  Doc.  10,  lOlb.  roach, 
dace,  and  broam.  Tonj  Mackinnoy,  out  with  Mr.  P. 
Ward,  a  nice  take  of  broam.  A  bank  angler  two 
and  a  half  dozen  nice  dace. — Gaynoh  ANi)  Son. 


Thames  (Wraysbury). — Wednesday  Niuht. — 
The  rivor  is  now  running  tho  right  pace  with  a  nice 
colour  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  I  got  some  nice- 
sized  roach  midday  Doc:  12,  and  throe  chub  on 
Doc.  13,  lib.  iloz.,  21b.  loz.,  and  21b.  lloz.,  with 
choose,  but  pith  and  brains  are  wanted  to  make  a 
good  bag  of  tho  (larger  ones.  Tho  water  has  been 
too  thick  lately  for  jack  fishing  ;  given  some  clear, 
frosty  weather,  both  jack  and  roach  should  feed 
well. — P.  Brown  (Fisherman). 

Avon  (Ringwood), — This  river  is  still  very  low 
and  clear,  and  tho  piko  do  not  seem  to  bo  feeding 
at  all  well.  On  Dec.  7,  Mr.  Mason  took  piko  of 
9Jlb.,  S^lb.,  71b.,  and  31b.;  Mr.  Clapp,  piko  of 
11  lb.,  8Jlb.,  and  401b.  of  roach  up  to  l^lb.  On 
Doc.  8,  Mr.  Mason,  pike  of  5Jlb.,  91b.,  and  101b. 
On'  Doc.  13,  Mr.  Martin  a  few  roach  up  to  IJlb. — 
M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottlsham  Jjooks  (Waterbeaoh). — During  tho 
week  only  ono  day's,  and  then  only  a  few  hours', 
fishing  could  bo  enjoyed,  when  several  decent  pike 
wore  secured,  with  a  few  small  baskets  of  roach  and 
silver  bream,  on  this  stretch  of  free  water.  But  the 
Green  Man  Inn,  at  the  locks,  is  the  headquarters  of 
the  angler.  Now  live  bait  are,  and  will  sure  to  be, 
scarce  during  the  holidays,  so  it  is  well  to  order 
beforeliand,  but  they  can  be  angled  for  at  tho  locks. 
— John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is 
keeping  up  very  fair  for  this  time  of  tho  year. 
Several  salmon  have  boon  noticed  moving  about 
On  Wednesday  (Dec.  0),  under  tho  direction  of  the 
Dart  Board  Conservators,  2000  rainbow  and  Loch 
Leven  trout  wore  placed  in  the  river.  Amongst 
those  present  wore  Messrs.  J.  Colin  May,  Staverton 
(conservator),  J.  Windeath,  and  Water-Bailiff  Smith. 
Most  of  the  fish  were  placed  in  the  stroam 
below  Buckfastleigh,  and  it  is  understood  that  the 
majority,  if  not  all  the  fish,  came  from  the  Buck- 
land  fishery.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Gadesden, 
of  Paignton,  has  been  recommended  by  the  District 
Council  of  that  town  as  a  member  of  the  Dart  Board 
of  Conservators,  but  tho  appointment  rests  with 
the  Devon  County  Council.  Mr.  Gadesden  is  an 
enthusiastic  angler,  and  will  be  a  welcome  member 
of  that  body. — Devonian. 

£ze  and  Canal  (Ezeter). — Unsettled  weather 
generally  has  not  been  conducive  to  good  sport,  but 
some  perch  and  pike  have  been  caught  with  min- 
now and  live  bait  in  the  river  and  also  in  the  canal 
at  the  usual  haunts.  The  Taw  and  Torridge  Con- 
servators held  their  annual  meeting  last  week, 
when  Mr.  J.  M.  Pope  was  re-elected  chairman. 
Mr.  Sanders  reported  on  the  finance  committee's 
behalf  that  they  had  considered  the  bill  for  work  in 
connection  with  tho  Board's  fishery  prosecution. 
They  found  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Toller,  their  cloi-k,  was 
elected  in  1874,  the  conservators  reserving  the 
right  to  employ  any  counsel  or  solicitor  they  con- 
sidered should  represent  them  at  any  proceedings. 
In  1890  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  take  over  this 
work,  and  in  1894  his  salary  was  increased  to  £40, 
presumably  in  regard  to  the  work  involved  by 
advocacy.  There  was  no  alternative  it  appeared 
but  to  pay  Bosson  the  £12  9s.  6d  for  his  advocacy. 
He  felt,  however,  that  the  time  had  come  to  econo- 
mise. They  had  been  stocking  tho  river  very 
efficiently,  but  there  being  so  mucli  reserved  water 
they  would  lose  a  lot  of  licences  in  the  upper 
waters.  It  was  also  reported  that  there  was  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £165.  Some  fine  catches  of 
herrings  and  sprats  have  been  made  on  the  Ex- 
mouth  and  Torbay  coasts,  but  at  the  pier  and  in 
Exmouth  Docks  only  a  few  pollack  and  smelt  have  ■ 
been  caught  by  rod  and  line,  the  mullet  being  quite 
off. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  No  improvement  in 
sport  is  reported.  The  change  to  frosty  weather 
has  again  interfered  with  roach-fishing,  and  few  of 
these  fish  have  been  caught.  Pike  and  perch  have 
also  'proved  slow  feeders.  The  river  is  clear  and 
wants  more  stream  tlirough  it.  It  will  interest 
anglers  to  know  that  a  nice  lot  of  trout  have  been 
seen  on  tho  spawning  beds  of  the  tributary  Beano 
in  the  Hertford  district. — Iza.\k  W.a.lton. 

Little  Onse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  fine 
condition,  but  there  is  only  a  moderate  quantity  of 
water.  Some  good  sport  has  been  had  with  tlio 
pike,  also  some  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace  have 
been  taken.  A  gentleman  from  Tlietford  caught 
six  pike  on  Doc.  8,  the  largest  9Jlb.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport. — A.  Rolph. 

jMgfS  ana  Arrotr  (LaomlULtar).— Both  these 
rivers  are  running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being 
clear,  and  tliore  is  a  nice  volume  of  water  going 
down  them  at  present.  Tho  weather  has  not  boon 
of  the  best  for  anglors  to  get  out  through  nasty 
damp  fogs,  and  angling  has  been  rather  slow.  The 
fish  have  moved  at  midday  to  the  fly,  and  a  few 
fuih  landed.  Somo  clear,  frosty  weather  is  wanted 
to  improve  sport,  and  if  wo  got  that  somo  good  fish 
will  1)0  landed  with  tho  fly  and  grasshopper  in 
those  stream  J.    The  Pins'.oy  is  clour,— G  wynne. 


Onse  (Holywell  Perry).— The  river  here  has 
had  a  thorough  good  push  those  last  three  days, 
water  having  been  right  across  our  road.  It  has 
now  subsided,  and  is  a  first-rate  colour  for  all 
angling.  Thoro  have  boon  some  really  good  takes 
of  roach  in  the  eddies  by  several  Cambridgo  gentle- 
men during  tho  week,  and  I  expect  to  liavo  to 
record  somo  real  Christmas  ones  next  week. — 

A.  SCARD. 

Onse  (Huntingdon). — Although  the  recent  heavy 
rains  have  only  very  slightly  improved  tho  colour 
of  tho  water,  thoy  have  caused  it  to  ri.so,  and  there 
is  now  a  nice  stream.  Sport  in  conseiiiienco  ha 
boen  better.  Piko  particularly  have  boon  feeding 
very  fairly.  Prospects  altogether  are  hotter  than 
thoy  have  been  for  some  time. — Cha.s.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neoh). — During  tho  past  week  wo  have  had  somo 
unusually  bright  and  cloar  days,  especially  Friday 
in  last  week,  when  tho  very  highest  and  farthest 
ranges  of  tho  Welsh  mountains  were  most  distinctly 
visible ;  and  it  has  boen  equally  bright  and  clear 
to-day  (Dec.  13).  Tho  temperature,  too,  is 
abnormally  high  so  near  Christmas,  and  all  those 
streams  being  now  in  first  -  rate  condition  for 
the  sport  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  an  extra 
good  time  during  the  holidays  so  fast  approaching. 
Sport  at  present  is  decidedly  good  amongst  all 
kinds  of  fish  found  in  these  rivers,  and  grayling, 
pike,  chub,  perch,  roach,  and  dace  are  now  very 
plentiful,  and  some  good  chub,  porch,  piko,  and 
roach  are  also  to  be  found  in  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still  in 
good  order  for  all  kinds  of  angling,  and  if  anything 
a  [trifle  more  stream  on.  Few  anglers  have  boon 
out,  but  sport  has  been  rather  slow.  A  few  roaoh 
have  boon  taken  over  the  pound,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  good  bags.  Brandling  or  bloodworms 
should  account  for  some  good  fish,  as  the  water  is 
in  splendid  colour. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.—  Frosts 
and  fogs  —  fog  and  frost  has  been  the  weather 
during  the  past  week,  with  a  few  hours'  suiLshine 
midday.  Rivers  are  in  fair  order,  but  not  alluring 
to  pike  or  bottom  fishermen.  Visitors  have  tried 
the  Ouse  at  Barcombe  and  Lewes,  but  nothing 
worth  recording  has  reached  me.  A  pike  of  51b. 
is  notified  from  the  Adur,  near  Henfiold,  taken 
on  tight  tackle  while  reaching,  having  taken  a 
small  roach  close  to  the  water's  edge.  The 
juveniles  at  Chichester  Canal  have  taken  a  few 
.small  bream  and  roach,  nothing  over  1  lb.,  and  a 
pike  of  4^1b.  has  been  taken  on  a  night  line.  Things 
look  ominous  for  sport  during  the  Christmas  holidays 
unless  we  liavo  a  material  change  in  the  weather. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Tome  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nica  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  fisliing.  The  weatiior  has  been  changeable, 
one  day  foggy  and  damp  and  the  next  bright  and 
warm,  followed  by  frost.  Angling  has  not  been 
very  brisk.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  boen  out, 
but  the  takes  have  been  limited.  The  flies  used 
are  the  Green  Insect,  Rsd  Tag,  Willow,  Silver 
Twist,  and  Whirling  Blue  and  Pale  Blue.  Bottom 
fishers  have  tried  worm  and  maggot ;  a  few, 
the  grasshopper  ;  and  pike  fishers  have  used 
live-bait.  At  the  end  of  last  week  an  angler  in  the 
Burway  water  landed,  with  Green  Insect,  some 
grayling  1  lb.  each.  He  also  hooked  and  landed 
three  trout  ia  good  condition,  which  were  returned 
to  the  river  at  once.  With  maggot  somo  perch  and 
roach  were  taken  under  tlie  Castle.  Prospects  for 
sport  improving.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  in  order,  but  little  doing  in  them  at 
present. — S.  Ludlow. 

Torcroas  Ley. — Water  in  splendid  condition ; 
weather  very  bright  and  summerlike.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Hein,  from  Wakefield,  are  having  some  splendid 
sport  with  the  perch.  I  have  never  seen  better 
catches  of  medium-sized  perch.  Mrs.  Hein  caught 
over  twenty  on  Dec.  12  with  her  own  rod,  the 
smallest  scaling  -|lb.,  b?sides  a  largo  numbar  of 
smaller  ones. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  ITorth  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Our  northern  rivers  are  rimning  in  fuie 
fishing  trim.  Some  good  catches  of  roach  and  dace 
are  reported  from  the  North  Tyne,  in  the  districts 
of  Barrasford  and  Chollerford,  with  maggot.  I  am 
told  two  piko,  scaling  81b.  and  111b.,  were  taken 
from  the  South  Tyno  above  Warden  Bridge, 
spinning  large  size  artificial  gudgeon.  The  Tyne 
at  Corbridge  has  some  line  dace  swims.  Mr. 
Ellison,  fishing  with  maggot  on  Saturday  last, 
killed  a  good  basket  of  coarse  fish.  At  Stocks- 
field  a  Newcastle  angler  had  only  poor  sport  as  he 
was  fishing  small  worm  and  was  troubled  with  trout, 
somo  up  to  Jib.,  which,  of  course,  ho  immediately 
roturnod.  The  Till  grayling  aro  in  better  condi- 
tion, small  cockspur  worm  doing  a  fair  amount  oi 
execution. — Henry  A.  Murton. 
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Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Torks). — Considering  the  mildness  of  the 
weatlier.  grayling  have  been  feeding  fairly  well 
during  the  past  week,  the  only  drawback  being  the 
liigh  winds  on  several  days.  A  few  nice  dishes 
have  been  caught  in  the  Hawes  As?ociation  wtxter.-, 
also  at  Bainbridge,  Aysgarth,  and  Redmire.  The 
Hon.  A.  O.  Powlett  has  caught  several  fine  dishes 
in  the  Wensley  waters.  I  found  the  pike  well 
on  the  feed  on  the  afternoon  of  Dec.  13,  and 
to  run  freely  at  the  "Harrogate  Spinner,"  as 
well  as  at  the  natural  bait.  I  ran  four  in 
half  an  hour,  basketing  two  nice  jack  of  about 
51b.  each.  The  grayling  are  following  the  spawning 
trout  out  of  the  Yore  into  the  Cover  in  numbers ; 
there  are  any  quantity  of  grayling  feeding  on  the 
trout  ova  in  the  latter  and  other  tributariss,  this 
fact  makes  them  bad  to  catch  with  the  worm. 
Anglers  fishing  tha  river  between  Middleham  and 
Masham  have  had  little  to  complain  of,  although 
the  water  in  these  lengths  has  been  rather  high. 
The  Swale  has  been  in  very  nice  condition  dur- 
ing this  week,  and  some  very  nice  sport  has 
been  met  with.  In  the  districts  of  Easby  and  Cat- 
terick  Bridge  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out, 
several  good  baskets  have  been  got  with  swimming 
the  worm  and  maggot.  In  the  lower  reaches 
anglers  have  also  met  with  good  sport  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Ainderby,  Brafferton,  and  Myton.  On 
Tuesday,  Dec.  12,  Mr.  A.  Richardson  had  very  fair 
sport  amongst  the  grayling  and  dace  with  swimming 
the  cockspur  worm,  his  basket  containing  thirty- 
one  grayling  and  six  dace.  Chub  fishing  has  been 
followed  with  fairly  good  results  in  the  River  Ouse  ; 
the  genial  weather  during  the  last  few  days  has 
tempted  several  anglers  to  pay  a  visit  to  Acaster 
and  Nabum,  the  best  sport  has  been  met  with 
at  the  latter  place.  Baskets  of  91b.  or  11  lb. 
of  chub  have  been  caught  in  an  afternoon,  the 
heaviest  Ush  being  41b.,  the  best  bait  being  the 
little  cockspur  worm  taken  in  preference  to  maggot. 
The  River  Nidd  has  also  been  in  excellent  condition. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  upper  reaches 
at  Pateley  Bridge  and  Birstwith,  but  sport  on  the 
whole  in  these  districts  has  been  rather  slow.  In 
the  lower  reaches  some  very  nice  sport  has  been 
met  with  amongst  the  chub  and  dace  at  Ribston, 
Walshford,  and  Hunsingore.  The  River  Wharfe 
has  been  in  excellent  ply  during  the  last  few  days, 
and  sport  hai  greatly  improved.  In  the  districts  of 
Grassington,  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods,  and  Ilkley 
a  good  many  anglers  have  been  out,  and  some 
very  nice  baskets  of  grayling  have  been  got  by 
swimming  the  worm  and  maggot.  In  the  lower 
reaches  in  the  district  of  Poole  Bridge  the  Leeds 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  have  been  busy  trans- 
ferring about  2000  trout  into  their  waters.  In  the 
lower  reaches  the  perch  and  the  pike  have  been  on 
the  move  in  the  districts  of  Boston  Spa  and  Tad- 
caster.  Some  nice  perch  have  been  caught,  the 
fi-ih  weighing  up  to  1  lb.  8oz.  At  the  latter  place 
and  Ulieskelf  there  has  been  a  considerable  im- 
provement in  the  coarse  fishing.  Several  good 
baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  been  caught  during  the 
week,  principally  roach  and  dace.  The  Derwent 
is  in  very  nice  trim,  and  prospects  for  sport 
of  all  Itinds  are  very  favourable.  In  the  upper 
reaches  at  Yeddingham  last  week-end  several 
anglers  were  out.  Sport  on  the  whole  was  fairly 
good,  and  some  very  heavy  roach  were  landed. 
On  Saturday  last,  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  got 
some  very  nice  fish,  weighing  21b.  Joz., 
lib.  12oz.,  lib.  6Joz.,  lib.  4|oz.,  and  lib.  4oz., 
the  total  weighing  I71b.  lljoz.  Messrs.  Cracknell, 
Harrison,  and  Stephens,  who  accompanied  him 
also  had  some  very  nice  roach,  weighing  I  lb.  lOoz., 
1  lb.  2^oz.,  and  I  lb.  Joz.,  besides  an  odd  dace  or 
two  weighing  about  9oz.  On  Friday,  Dec.  8,  the 
Leeds  Sea  Anglcr.-i  Association  held  their  fir^it 
annual  dinner,  Mr.  T.  Bannister  took  the  chair, 
supported  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  jun.,  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  New  Station-street,  as  vice.  After 
the  dinner,  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent 
in  toasting  and  harmony.  "The  King,"  proposed  by 
Mr.  J.  Cornish,  was  drimk  to ;  the  c  hairman  then 
gavethe"Leeds  Sea-Anglers  Society,"  which  was  suit- 
ably responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller.  The  following 
gentlemen  gave  their  sjrvicis  by  making  the  time 
pass  pleasantly  in  i-ongs  and  recitations: — Mr. 
McF'arlane,  jun.,  presided  at  the  piano.  Mr.  Whit- 
worth,  songs,  "  Down  the  Vale,"  "  Sing  me  to 
Sleep,"  and  "  The  Swing  of  the  Down  "  ;  Mr.  Holds- 
worth,  "My  Mountain  Rose"  and  "The  Toilers"  ; 
Mr.  H.  J.  Thomas,  recitations,  "Mumbles  Head" 
and  "  KLs.sing  Cup";  Mr.  Mcfarlano,  sen., 
8ong,»,  "  The  Sailor's  Grave "  and  "  My  King- 
dom"; Mr.  Gray,  songs,  "Someone  is  waiting 
for  mo  "  and  "  Daddy."  Mr.  Clayton,  recitation, 
"  ChrLstmas  Nicht."  Everyone  was  sorry  when 
time  was  called,  as  the  evening  had  passed  off  \  ory 
pleasantly.  Pro.spccts  for  next  week  will  bo  good, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  a  slight  touch  of 
frost,   and   the  grayling  should  take   the  little 


cockspur  worm  well.  I  am  sorry  to  record  the 
death  of  Mr.  Herbert  Smith,  of  Willan  &  Smith, 
wholesale  paper  merchants  and  stationers,  of  Dur- 
ham. Mr.  Smith,  who  was  sixty-four  years  of  ago, 
expired  on  the  night  of  Die  8.  1  have  often  met  liim 
angling,  he  being  a  follower  of  the  gentle  art  and  a 
thorough  botanist.  His  work,  "Walks  in  Wear- 
dale,"  is  well  known  to  many  lovers  of  botany.  Of 
quiet,  unassuming  manners,  converse  was  a  pleasure 
with  him.  There  Wiis  none  of  the  "  I  ought  to 
know"  about  him.  A  friend  who  has  b.)on  fi-fhing 
tlie  Till  lately  in  the  neighbourhood  of  WooUer  has 
been  catching  several  heavy  baskets  of  grayling  of 
late.  This  little  Northumberland  river  is  well 
worth  fishing  for  grayling — there  is  plenty  of  open 
water,  although,  of  course,  parts  of  it  are  preserved. 
— J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland. — The  re-letting  of  salmon 
waters  for  angling  and  netting  has  been  going  on 
apace,  and  several  of  the  smaller  sections  of  the 
Dee  have  now  been  arranged  for,  including  the 
Gathdee  and  Inchgarth  waters,  which  have  bjen 
secured  by  the  Trout  Angling  Association.  Sir 
David  Stewart  has  re  let  the  Banchory  House 
water  to  Mr.  Robert  Clark  under  revised  con- 
ditions, one  of  which  is  that  Mr.  Clark  will  in 
future  net  this  portion  of  the  river  which  for  the 
past  few  years  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Dee 
Fishery  Improvement  Association,  and  was  not 
netted.  It  was  one  of  the  last  stations  that 
the  association  took  up,  and  to  put  even 
one  net  on  the  river  again  would  be  a  retro- 
grade movement,  and  anything  but  fair  usage 
to  the  upper  lessees  and  proprietors.  Rather  should 
the  policy  of  buying  up  the  nets  be  pursued  to  the 
very  utmost  limit  than  that  any  nets  be  put  on 
that  have  already  been  taken  off.  The  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Board  having  done  so  well  with  the  sea- 
trout  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  during  the  past  year 
are  contracting  to  "improve"  the  foreshore  of  the 
south  side  so  that  they  may  do  better.  Last  year  half 
their  season's  take  consisted  of  sea-trout,  which 
were  kept  back  in  the  tidals  on  account  of  the  low 
waters.  On  the  Spey,  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Ythan, 
etc.,  an  excellent  spawning  season  has  been  enjoyed, 
and  the  spent  fish  are  now  falling  back  seawards 
with  the  timeous  floods  and  open  weather. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Spawning  has  gone  on 
under  very  favourable  conditions  for  the  past  week, 
and  so  far  it  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  spawn- 
ing season  in  those  parts,  both  as  to  the  number  of 
salmon  on  the  beds  and  the  absence  of  poaching. 
The  Cummeragh  is  well  looked  after  by  police  and 
bailiffs,  being  the  principal  spawning  river  here  ; 
sufficient  protection  is  not  afforded  the  Inny, 
but  probably  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  local 
conservators  do  not  permit  of  increased  protection 
being  extended  to  it. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sea  angling  has  been  resumed 
with  much  success  here,  but  not  many  anglers 
have  been  out.  On  one  day  a  boat,  out  from  near 
Dungegan  and  holding  four  anglers,  got  114  whiting 
and  thirty-two  grey  gurnard.  On  another  day  four 
anglers  caught  117  whiting.  Pollack  have  been 
angled  for,  but  do  not  appear  to  have  furnished 
sport  recently. — T.  J.  D. 

Buruham-ou-Crouch. — I  am  glad  to  say  that 
the  codling  are  still  in  the  rivers.  Mr.  J.  Hall, 
fishing  for  about  one  hour  in  the  Roach  on  Thurs- 
day, Djc.  7,  caught  eighteen  very  good  codling. 
O.a  the  same  day,  G.  Stebbings,  fishing  the  Crouch, 
caught  321b.  On  Dec.  10,  F.  Wade  and  G.  Steb- 
bings started  from  the  quay  at  4  p.m.  and  returned 
soon  after  6  p.m.  with  a  very  fine  catch  of  codling; 
there  being  no  weights  and  scales  available,  the 
accurate  weight  could  not  be  ascertained ;  they 
were  supposed  to  be  quite  ,301b.  in  all. — J.  Wkight. 

Darrynane  (oo.  Kerry). — Four  anglers  have 
been  out  on  a  couple  of  days  from  Coomaconclane, 
and  have  had  fair  sport  at  whiting.  Farther  up 
the  fjord  in  the  Glenlough  neighbourhood  pollack 
and  hake  have  been  had,  but  not  in  anything  like 
big  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  lately  has  been  fine  and 
foggy,  and  the  water  has  become  rather  clear 
inshore,  and  owing  to  the  state  of  the  weather 
not  very  many  boats  have  ventured  to  the  outer 
fishing  grounds,  and  in  consetjuence  not  many  large 
cod  have  been  landed,  but  considering  the  bad 
weather  there  is  nothing  much  to  complain,  as 
there  has  been  some  decent  takes  of  very  fine 
whiting  and  other  fish.  With  a  strong,  hard, 
southerly  or  south-westerly  breeze  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  then  toning  down  to  a  moderate  or  gentle 
breeze,  I  anticipate  good  sport. — EovVARD  Hangkr 
(B.S.A.S.). 


Plymouth. — With  the  approach  of  Christmas, 
fishermen  do  not  seem  to  be  doing  much  either  on 
the  piers  or  in  the  boats.  We  have  been  vLsited  by 
some  very  severe  fogs,  which,  however,  do  not  last 
for  any  length  of  time,  but  when  you  are  fishing 
outside  the  brcakwat(!r  and  a  fog  comes  on  bef<*ro 
you  have  time  to  take  your  bearings,  it  is  always 
well  to  have  a  compass  in  the  boat.  Very  little  has 
been  done  during  the  week  by  the  amateurs,  but 
the  regular  fishermen  have  returned  with  fair 
catches,  although  the  wind  has  been  treacherous. 
There  is  still  plenty  of  smelt  being  taken  with 
paternosters  in  the  Millbay  Docks,  and  mullet  are 
there  in  shoals  as  thick  as  they  can  stick  together, 
but  very  occasionally  come  on  the  feed,  and  when 
they  do  the  sport  is  fast  and  furious. — William 
Heaedbr  (B.S.A.S.). 

Samagate. — Fishing  has  been  rather  quiet  this 
week,  fewer  boats  being  out  than  usual,  but  tho.se 
that  ventured  had  very  fair  sport  with  the  codling, 
retiu-ning  with  from  three  to  four  score  per  boat. 
Several  boatmen  out  "  on^their  own  "  returned  with 
the  same  number  of  fish.  Mr.  Pine,  out  on  Dec.  9 
and  10,  had  nice  takes  of  codling,  flatfish,  and  a 
few  whiting.  The  latter  are  very  scarce  just  now, 
but  as  the  sprats  have  again  returned,  it  Ls  to  be 
hoped  that  the  whiting  will  follow  them.  Weather 
cold,  but  calm  and  settled,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  week-end  prospects  look   good.  —  Grey 

MULLETT. 

Wesnnouth.  —  With  an  improvement  in  the 
weather,  angling  prospects  are  much  brighter,  both 
for  boat  and  pier  fishing.  Some  large  mackerel 
have  been  taken  in  the  bay  on  hook  and  line,  the 
largest  weighing  1  lb.  3oz.,  the  bait  used  being 
ragworm.  This  is,  I  think,  rather  exceptional, 
as  it  is  long  after  the  usual  mackerel  season, 
and  they  are  rarely  caught  with  worm  bait. 
Some  good  catches  have  been  made  of  pollack,  E. 
Haggett  having  78lb.  weight  one  day  this  week, 
the  average  weight  being  about  31b.  Every  day  he 
has  weighed  in  close  on  ^cwt.  .of  fish.  This  day 
(Wednesday,  Dec.  13)  the  W.D.S.A.  Society  and 
the  Albion  Piscatorials  had  a  friendly  competition 
in  the  harbour,  which  was  won  by  the  former,  the 
two  heaviest  catches  being  Bowles  lib.  14oz.,  and 
Stoodley  1  lb.  12oz.  On  Dec.  14  they  hold  a  com- 
bined smoking  concert  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
W.D.S.A.  Society.  Prospects  for  the  week-end  are 
good,  and  mav  they  continue  so. — Chas.  J.  Russell 
(W.A.A.).  "   


Pfovineial  flngliog  |4otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Avon  Anglers'  Pro- 
tection Federation  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Dec. 
7,  at  the  Coauh  and  Horses,  High-street,  Bordesley. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Fisher  presided  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  W. 
Tropman,  the  president.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended  by  the  representatives  of  clubs  who  have 
an  interest  in  rivers.  The  balance-sheet  as  pre- 
sented |.by  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Bagley,  showed 
that  the  federation  was  in  a  sound  financial 
position.  The  sheet,  together  with  the  au- 
ditors' report,  was  received  and  adopted.  The 
chairman,  in  his  remarks,  pointed  out  that 
since  the  formation  of  the  society,  the  poaching  and 
netting  in  the  Stratford,  Welford  •  and  Bidford 
districts-  had  ceased':  this  in  itself  justified  (he 
existence  of  the  Federation  which  had  done  mi:c  i 
to  prevent  the  wholesale  depletion  of  the  river  and 
to  make  the  sport  better  for  the  anglers.  A 
discussion  took  place  on  the  question  of  the 
millers  on  the  river  having  the  rights  of  netting 
and  placing  eel  traps  m  the  river  in  a  waj^  in 
which  not  only  eels  but  other  species  of  fish  were 
taken  in  quantities,  much  to  the  depletion  of  the 
river ;  it  was  decided  to  allow  the  matter  to  stand 
over  until  the  next  meeting,  and  in  the  mean- 
time institute  inquiries  into  the  rights  of  the 
millers.  The  following  chief  officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year  : — -President,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Tropman  ;  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller  ; 
treanirer,  Mr.  A.  Bass;  auditor,  Mr.  W.  Bishton; 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Warwick  Bagley.  The  Birming- 
ham Angling  Association  held  their  quarterlj-  com- 
mittee meeting  on  Thursday  evening,  Dec.  7,  when 
three  more  new  clubs  were  affiliated — namely,  the 
Barley  Mow,  Russell-street,  the  Shakespeare,  Great 
King-street,  and  the  Royal  Oak,  Barr-street.  Grants 
were  made  to  two  clubs  to  remove  to  more  suitable 
places  of  meeting.  The  secretary  reported  that  the 
new  travelling  cards  for  190G  had  been  stamped  by 
the  railway  companies,  and  that  they  would  be  issued 
at  an  early  date  to  the  secretaries  of  the  branch  socie- 
ties. We  have  had  some  nice  weather  for  the  time  of 
the  yoar,^and  quite  a  change_to  what  wo  have  been 
having.     Piko  fishermen  have  been  doing  fairly 
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well,  the  best  fish  being  taken  from  the  Severn, 
which,  together  with  our  other  rivers,  is  in  good 
condition.  We  have  had  some  slight  frosts,  which 
have  brovight  the  fish  on  the  feed.  Anglers  have 
done  woll  from  Bewdley  up  the  river.  The  Avon  at 
Stratford  is  just  now  in  good  order,  and  good  sport 
is  being  obtained.  Matters  have  been  quiet  on  the 
Trent  near  to  Birmingham. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  anglers  have  been  having  a  right  good 
time  on  the  Witham  during  the  pa?t  week  or  ten 
days,  and  save  for  the  troiiblosome  flannel  weed, 
which  here  and  there  has  hampered  sport,  there 
has  been  nothing  to  interfere  with  the  pastime. 
The  best  bags  have  been  made  in  the  Bardney 
district,  where  as  much  as  201b.  and  251b.  have 
been  creeled  by  individual  rods.  Lower  down  the 
river,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  the  Cliapel 
Hill  district,  sport  has  not  been  so  satisfactory, 
albeit  several  nice  perch  have  been  killed  weighing 
up  to  31b.  Pike  fishing  has  received  a  fair  measure 
of  support,  but,  a?  a  rule,  the  fish  have  run  rather 
small.  One,  however,  which  is  worthy  of  special 
mention  has  been  killed  by  a  Sheffield  angler  at 
Kirkstead.  It  was  a  beautifully  proportioned  fish, 
weighing  171b.,  and  was  taken  on  a  live-bait. 
Forty-foot  anglers  continue  to  obtain  the  best  sport 
on  the  upper  reaches,  where  both  roach  and  porch 
are  being  taken  with  the  worm.  Although  the 
waters  are  just  now  in  the  pink  of  condition  for 
trolling,  pike  fishermen  have  met  with  no  great 
amount  of  success,  and  beyond  the  capture  of  an 
8-pounder  in  Hacconby  Fen,  and  one  of  61b.  at 
Dunsby,  little  has  been  done. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  took  place  at 
the  Queen's  Hotel,  Charlotte-street,  on'Wednesday 
evening,  Dec.  6,  when  the  officers  for  1906  wore 
elected,  and  other  important  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  ensuing  season,  Mr.  C.  Gray  being 
elected  to  the  presidential  chair  ;  Messrs.  W.  Lend 
and  W .  Wilkinson  to  the  vice-chairs  ;  Mr.  William 
Henry  Barker,  treasurer ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Read,  hon. 
secretary ;  Mr.  J.  Gower,  assistant  secretary ; 
and  Mr.  T.  Broadwith,  registrar.  The  follow- 
ing gentlemen  to  constitute  the  committee : 
Messrs.  C.  Brown,  W.  E.  Hay,  R.  Huntsman,  R.  T. 
Richardson,  and  J.  Simmons ;  auditors,  Messrs. 
F.  R.  Gill  and  R.  Richardson  =S  A  committee 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Dec.  20.  The  annual 
presentation  of  prizes  for  specimen  fish  caught 
during  the  past  season  will  take  place  on  Jan.  26 
at  headquarters,  the  next  council  meeting  being 
fixed  for  Jan.  3.  Splendid  weather  for  the  time  of 
year  has  again  favoured  our  local  anglers,  and  sport 
has  been  fairly  good  all  round.  Some  nice  pike  have 
been  creeled  from  the  River  Hull  above  Hemp- 
holme,  but  chiefly  with  live- bait  fishing.  The  tidal 
waters  from  M'^ilfholme  down  to  Wawne  have 
greatly  improved  by  the  sluicing  they  have  had 
during  the  recent  heavy  tides,  most  of  the  decayed 
vegetation  and  other  di'bris  having  disappeared, 
and  should  be  in  fine  trim  for  this  week-end,  pro- 
viding the  weather  continues  fine — in  fact,  pros- 
pects for  the  Christmas  holidays  are  very  promising 
for  anglers  in  most  quarters.  Roach  and  dace  are 
well  on  the  move  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river, 
and  in  the  Driffield  Canal  at  Whinhill  Lock,  Wans- 
ford,  Snakeholme,  and  down  to  Brigham  several 
good  specimens  have  been  taken,  both  paste, 
maggots,  and  worms  at  times  accounting  for  nice 
fish.  The  Ancliolme  and  Ludd  being  reported  in 
condition  should  also  pay  for  a  visit  during  the 
holidays,  either  in  roach  or  pike  fishing,  should  the 
climatic  conditions  be  at  all  favourable.  Codlino- 
are  now  being  taken  in  the  Humber  with  mussel 
bait. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

River  reports  are  naturally  scarce,  but  one  from 
the  Bollin  says :  "  Now  in  as  good  order  as  it  has 
boon  all  winter."  Probably  this  means  since 
autumn.  At  Warrington  they  are  anxiously 
awaiting  the  annual  reports  for  the  past  year, 
but  do  not  expect  any  record  specimen  fish 
being  weighed  in.  F'arnworth  anglers  are  sorry 
to  hear  of  the  trying  affliction  of  tlieir  popular 
official,  Mr.  Crirrick  ;  he  is  suffering  from — well, 
in  plain  language,  inflammation  of  the  nerves ; 
ho  must  reafly  have  more  fishing,  he  is  trying 
to  do  too  much.  At  Liverpool  they  are,  as 
usual,  fully  alive  to  sport,  and  their  winter's  pro- 
gramme is  full  of  enthusiasm.  In  Bolton  things  are 
abnormally  quiet,  but  mucli  sympathy  will  bo  ex- 
tended to  "  Robin  "  in  having  to  almndon  his  hobby 
owing  to  the  delicate  health  of  his  wife.  The 
(Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
certainly  pleased,  especially  the  photos. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

After  many  attempts  to  make  things  pleasant 
between  such  very  near  'neighbours  as  the  Buck- 
land  and  Ardwick  Angling  Societies,  Nature  has 
asserted  her  sway.  Last  week-end  Mr.  Lewis, 
the  president  of  the  former,  and!  Mr.  Bryant,  of 
the  latter,  visited  North wich  and  had  a  most  ex- 
citing experience.  The  banks  had  been  under- 
washed  by  recent  floods,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  in  landing 
a  fi^h,  found  the  bank  give  way,  but  Mr.  Bryant, 
being  near  at  hand,  was  able  to  help  him  out  of 
20ft.  of  water.  The  entente  cordiale  which  always 
existed  between  these  two  club 5  is  now  strengthened, 
and  their  only  regret  is  that  the  meeting  on  Dec.  14 
cannot  take  place  owing  to  the  serious  illness  of 
Host  Johnson,  and  all  wish  him  a  speedy  recovery. 
Great  interest  is  centred  in  the  opon.Board  meeting 
of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  which  will  be 
held  to-night  at  the  Tliatched  House  Hotel.  The 
Devonshire  Socials  have  issued  a  code  of  rules 
which  clearly  indicates  their  sportsmanlike  ideas. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Pike  anglers  have  been  very  numerous  on  most 
parts  of  the  Trent,  and  the  use  of  the  live-bait  has 
accounted  for  several  fine  fish.  One  of  these,  taken 
above  Weston,  weighed  lOJlb.,  whilst  two  others 
exceeded  91b.  each.  Smaller  ones  have  been  run 
and  landed  in  Weston  Cliff  basin  and  pool,  and  also 
at  Shardlow.  Last  week-end  troUers  enjoyed  fairly 
good  sport  at  Collingham  and  Clifton  Hills.  Chub 
have  fallen  to  the  attractions  of  pith  and  brains  on 
the  Hazleford  and  Fiskerton  sections,  and  on 
Dec.  9  Mr.  S.  Weston  bagged,  amongst  others,  one 
of  41b.  2oz.  Your  correspondent  had  a  busy  time 
amongst  the  "  loggerheads,"  roach,  and  perch  on 
Dec.  7,  the  quarry  succumbing  to  the  tail-end  of 
tlie  lobworm,  "worked"  in  the  eddies  and  "set- 
offs "  adjoining  the  banks.  Fish,  so  far  as  the  worm 
is  concerned,  have  hardly  looked  at  a  bait  employed 
in  swimming  style.  Maggots  are  difficult  to  pro- 
cure, and  votaries  holding  supplies  are  fortunate. 
During  Simday  night  the  severity  of  the  weather 
(frost)  coated  the  backwaters  with  ice,  and  thus 
placed  a  temporary  veto  upon  piking.  Mr.  J. 
Badder,  of  the  White  Horse  Inn  Society,  Old 
Radford,  has  weighed  in  a  .splendid  perch — 21b.  9oz. 
It  took  a  small  live-bait  in  one  of  the  ponds  near 
Trowell  Station  on  the  Midland  Railway.  What 
bottom  fishers  require  on  the  river  is  another 
substantial  rise. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND5DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  our  rivers  is  in  capital  condition, 
but  very  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  sport  was 
very  slow.  A  few  brace  of  grayling  were  'taken 
with  the  maggot,  and  some  few  very  fine  fish 
caught  with  the  grasshopper.  A  nice  lot  of  dace 
was  taken  in  the  Teme,  on  Dsc.  11,  with  the  mag- 
got, and  a  few  good  dishes  of  roach  with  the  paste 
in  the  Severn.  The  Worcester  Fountain  Angling 
Club  held  tlieir  annual  distribution  and  smoking  con- 
cert in  the  Corn  Exchange,  on  Dec.  11.  There  was 
a  crowded  attendance  numbering  from  500  to 
600,  and  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  tickets 
will  be  handed  over  to  the  Infirmary.  Mr. 
S.  Smith  presided.  Mr.  J.  Stokes  in  the  vice-chair. 
A  first-class  musical  programme  was  arranged,  and 
the  meeting  was  in  every  way  a  sucee5s.  The 
excellent  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Bowen,  presented  his 
report  and  balance-sheet,  which  shows  the  society 
to  have  a  substantial  balance  in  hand.  The  prizes 
were  numerous  and  valuable.  The  Aggregate  Prize 
(challenge  cup  and  prize)  was  won  by  Mr.  E.  Hill, 
who,  in  addition,  won  1st  prize  in  the  first  contest, 
1st  and  special  in  the  third  contest,  and  other 
prizes.  Mr.  T.  Williams  won  1st  m  the  second  conte.st, 
Mr.  H.  Knight  being  1st  in  the  bye  contest.  There 
were  from  six  to  ten  prizes  won  in  the  last  contest. 
The  Worcester  Working  Men's  Club  had  their  prize 
distribution  and  smoking  concert  at  headquarters, 
the  Turk's  Head,  Lowesmore,  on  Friday  evening, 
Dec.  8.  Mr.  C.  Gibbs  presided  in  the  absence  of  the 
president,  Mr.  S.  Webb.  There  was  a  large  com- 
pany present.  The  music  and  songs  were  well 
rendered,  and  during  the  interval  the  chairman 
distributed  the  prizes.    The  winners  were  Messrs. 

G.  Evans,  R.  Thompson,  S.  Osborne,   C.  Scott, 

H.  Glover,  J.  Richards,  Osborne  winning  special 
for  heavie-;t  fish.  In  the  second  contest  the  winners 
were  H.  Knight,  R.  Gardiner,  and  W.  Hill.  Third 
contest,  J.  Hill,  challenge  cup  and  medal  and  the 
club's  special ;  J.  Monkland,  2nd.  In  the  bye-contest 
the  winners  wore  R.  Thompson,  E.  Hill,  J.  Monk- 
land,  T.Williams,  H.  Knight,  H.  Dowson,  A.  Merrell, 
S.  Osborne,  A.  Poole,  C.  Langford,  R.  Gardiner, 
H.  Glover,  and  F.  Cooper,  in  the  order  named.  Tho 
meeting  was  most  enjoyable  and  sviccossful. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers'  prospects  are  favoured  by  the  disappear- 
ance of  snow  water  from  the  streams,  and  good 
sport  ^is  anticipated  for  the  approaching  holidays. 


The  restocking  of  waters  in  this  district  testifies  to 
the  increasing  interest  in  angling,  which  also 
appears  to  be  manifested  throughout  the  country. 
The  prospects  of  sport  in  York  and  Leeds  districts 
during  the  Christmas  holidays  are  encouraging. 
The  snow  water  has  run'Jout,  and  improved  con- 
ditions exist.  The  Leeds  Amalgamation  has  increased 
its  membership  by  over  three  hundred,  three  new 
clubs  having  been  admitted.  !Its  greatest  trouble 
appears  to  be  in  getting  sufficient  trout  for  restock- 
ing, niost  of  the  English  hatcheries  having  disposed 
of  their  stocks.  The  same  remark  applies  to  York 
centre.  Whilst  angling  is  yearly  increasing  in 
popularity  most  of  the  English  hatcheries  have 
been  cleared  out.  Restocking  is  taking  place  ex- 
tensively. Several  matters  of  interest  are  likely  to 
be  discussed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  in  York,  next  February.  One  sub- 
ject which  will  have  ripened  for  consideration  is 
that  of  the  purchase  of  a  motor  boat  for  river  work, 
the  question  having  been  adjourned.  Coarse  fish 
anglers  are  frjely  discussing  tho  issues  of  this 
question,  and  when  the  board  meets  interesting 
minutes  are  likely  to  be  presented. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  favourable,  and  reports  of 
the  spawning  have  been  satisfactory  from  tho 
majority  of  the  rivers.  Sea  angling  has  been 
resumed  at  a  few  places  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and 
some  success  appears  to  have  been  had  at  whiting 
and  other  fish.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Limerick 
Fishery  Board  held  last  week,  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  fishery  department  stating 
that  in  the  case  of  Michael  Malley — who  was 
convicted  at  Limerick  Quarter  Sessions  in  October 
last,  and  fined  £4  for  breach  of  the  Fishery  Laws— 
the  Lords  Justices  had  decided  that  the  fine  be 
reduced  to  ten  shillings,  with  proportionate  reduc- 
tion of  imprisonment.  Mr.  Place  moved  that  the 
secretary  write  to  Mr.  Hayes,  their  late  County 
Inspector  of  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  on  behalf  of 
the  Board,  thanking  him  for  the  great  interest  he 
took  in  the  fisheries  while  he  had  charge  of  the 
county.    The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  weather  of  the  past  fortnight  has  been  very 
mild  and  very  favourable  to  spawning  operations, 
for  so  far  the  rivers  have  been  exempt  from  the 
lieavy  spates  which  do  such  damage  in  tearing  up 
the  redds  and  destroying  the  ova  of  both  salmon 
and  trout.  Coar-se  fishing,  despite  the  favourable 
weather,  is  very  quiet  in  the  local  lakes  and  canals, 
and  that  is  more  from  lack  of  anglers  than  fish.  The 
canal  at  Scarva  is  well  stocked  with  pike  and  perch. 
On  the  evening  of  Dec.  5,  a  meeting  of  the  rod 
holders  of  the  Antrim-road  Basin  was  held  in 
Johnson's  Rooms,  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite  presiding. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  of  the  members.  The 
financial  account  was  submitted  by  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor, 
secretary,  and  passed.  The  statement  showed  a 
balance  on  the  right  side,  which  is  very  satisfactory, 
considering  the  heavy  expeases  of  the  two  preceding 
years.  The  sub-committee,  Messrs.  Braithwaite, 
J.  D.  Kirk,  W.  M'Stav,  J.  A.  Barlowe,  J.  B.  Green- 
hill,  S.  G.  Taylor,  R.  B.  Andrews,  E.  Hunter,  and 
W.  Hunter,  which  had  charge  of  the  restocking, 
etc., 'of  the  basin,  was  re-elected,  and  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Meenan,  J. P.,  was  filled 
by  the  election  of  Mr.  Robert  Diamond,  solicitor. 
At  the  last  Kilkeel  Petty  Sessions  (co.  Down),  Mr. 
Bull,  R.M.,  presiding,  Mr.  H.  C.  Craig,  inspector  of 
fisheries,  pro.secuted  James  Rush  and  James  Cun- 
ningham, both  of  Kilkeel,  for  having  a  salmon  in 
their  possession  during  the  close  season.  Sergeant 
Duffy  deposed  to  finding  a  121b.  salmon  in  the 
possession  of  Cunningham,  and  one  of  51b.  in  the 
possession  of  Rush.  The  latter  had  also  been  fined 
£4  on  a  previous  occasion.  The  court  fined  each 
defendant  £2  and  costs,  two-thirds  of  the  penalty 
to  go  to  the  conservators,  and  the  remaining  third 
to  the  informer. 


Associations,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Dec.  18, 
at  8  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
E.C.  In  consequence  of  the  River  Lea  being  drawn 
down  on  Dec.  17  from  Rammey  Marsh  Lock  to 
Enfield  Lock,  no  fishing  will  be  permitted  in  that 
part  of  the  river.  The  water-bailiffs  in  that  district 
will  be  on  special  duty  to  protect  the  fish  and  to 
prevent  angling. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenhkim  Angling  Society. 

On  Dec.  6  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided.  The  result 
of  the  Christmas  competition  was  announced  to  tho 
mooting,  from  which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Norman 
wa«j  first ;  Mr.  Gobell,  sopond  ;  Mr-  Metz,  third  ;  ancj 
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3Ir.  Wilkins,  foiirtli ;  and  as  all  tlie  prizes  were  not 
taken  the  remainder  were  competed  for  on  Dec.  10. 
Three  gentlemen,  whose  names  had  previously  been 
submitted  to  the  society,  were  balloted  for  and 
elected  members.  A  lengthy  debate,  opened  by 
Mr.  Rodbur,  took  place,  as  to  what  was,  or  was 
not,  the  proper  interpretation  of  the  wording  of  a 
certain  rule,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  discussion 
the  matter  stands  over  for  further  consideration. 
Dr.  Moore  reported  that  on  Dec.  4,  fishing  in 
the  Kennet,  he]  had  two'  jack  and  a  chub  2|lb. 
"^f**  4.  R.  Armitage  had  perch  at  Harefield  on 
10;  Mr.  I  Rodbur,  dace;  Mr.  Metz,  roach; 
".  \'>  astern,  dace'  and  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Yarham, 
■i.  Dr.  Moore  and  Messrs.  Western  and 
^•ici/.  iiave  qualified  for  the  fourth  round 
for  the  club  cup.  On  Dec.  7  and  9,  fishing  in  a 
certain  part  of  the  Herts  Colne,  Mr.  Metz  creeled  two 
nice  lots  of  fish,  about  101b.  and  15lb.  respectivelj', 
consisting  principally  of  roach  (best,  1  lb.  3|oz.  and 
1  lb.  5oz.).  The  Christmas  prizes  will  be  distributed 
on  Dec.  21,  when  there  will  also  be  a  concert.  A 
good  attendance  is  anticipated. — E.  B. 

CiTv  OF  London  Piscatokial  Society. 
The  smoking  concert  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Dec.  12 
was  very  well  attended,  Mr.  David  Isaacs  presiding. 
The  customary  reports  of  fishing  were  made,  includ- 
ing the  "outing"  to  Newhaven,  which  proved  to 
be  very  successful,  good  catches  of  codling,  whiting, 
etc.,  being  made,  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs  taking  17^1b., 
Mr.  Dryden  141b.,  Messrs.  Isaacs,  Salisbury  and 
Vincent  about  131b.  each,  etc. ;  Mr.  Harold  J. 
Warne  winning  the  prize  given  by  Mr.  Isaacs 
for  the  best  whiting  ( 1  lb.  2oz. ),  a  fine  sea  rod — a 
really  splendid  sample  of  the  workmanship  of 
Messrs.  Peek  and  Son.  Besides  fish  caught  at 
Newhaven.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  had  taken  thirty  dabs, 
and  Mr.  Begernie  twenty-six  dabs  at  Southend ; 
and  Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  a  chub  at  Hurley.  The  smoking 
concert  (which  was  supervised  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox) 
was  a  grand  success,  a  capital  programme  being 
carried  out,  Mr.  B.  B.  Barrett  at  the  piano  and  Mr. 
White  Edwards,  banjo  (encored),  giving  many 
choice  items.  The  vocal  portion  was  also  very 
excellent,  the  fine  songs  of  Messrs.  Merritt,  Barker, 
and  Standen  being  particularly  successful,  whilst 
the  capital  comic  songs  and  recitations  of  Messrs. 
Cox,  Green,  Hart,  Wheeler,  and  A.  G.  Merritt 
brought  about  several  encores.  The  usual 
C.L.P.S.  toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  votes 
of  thanks  to  those  who  had  contributed  to 
the  very  successful  entertainment,  and  to  the  chair- 
man, concluded  the  proceedings,  in  the  course  of 
which  many  names  of  members  were  handed  in  as 
intending  to  be  present  at  the  "  little  supper  "  to  be 
held  on  Tuesday  next  at  7  p.m.,  previous  to  the 
retkding  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez.  Any  other 
members  wishing  to  attend  should  at  once  notify 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  at  "  Ingleside,"  Boston-avenue, 
Southend,  or  the  hon.  secretary  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Cliasteney  presided  on  Tuesday  last, 
and  a  ^very  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  Re- 
miniscences of  pike  and  roach  outings  was  the 
subject,  and  to  this  many  of  tho  members  con- 
tributed, Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  a  redoubtable  wielder  of 
the  long  pole,  narrating  perhaps  tho  most  interest- 
ing. It  is  from  such  meetings  as  these  that  one's 
stock  of  knowledge,  in  its  most  practicable  form, 
is  increased,  the  information  obtained  being  second 
only  to  tho  experience  actually  gained  for  oneself  at 
the  riverside.  The  fishing  reports  handed  in  were 
rather  scanty,  but  it  is  pleasant  to  record  that  some 
good  bags  of  roach  have  been  •  had  at  Kelvedon. 
Messrs.  Buckingham  and  A.  J.  Saunders  have  taken 
pike,  but  none  of  specimen  size.  A  prospective 
member  wa.s  present  and  introduced  to  the  meeting, 
and  several  applications  in  hand  will  be  dealt  with. 
The  proposed  revised  rules  will  be  placed  on  the 
table  next  Tuesday  for  members'  inspection  and 
suggestion.  Special  committee  meeting  at  7  prompt. 
—Hon.  Sec.  e      f  p 


Death  of  a  well-knovjn  Highland  Hotel- 
keeper. — Many  of  tho  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette  will  doubtless  regret  to  hear  of  the  sudden 
demise  recently  of  Mr.  Donald  Mackay,  Oykell- 
bridge,  Ross-shire.  The  deceased  commenced  hotel - 
keeping  in  his  mitive  county  of  Sutherland  thirty-six 
years  ag9,  but  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
back  he  carried  on  tho  basiness  as  lessee  of  tho 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  alike  with  great  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  as  well 
a«  to  the  numerous  anglers  and  other  sportsmen  who 
annually  m-ide  his  comfortable  house  their  "  homo 
from  home  "  in  the  course  of  each  season.  Naturally 
endowed  with  a  kind-hearted  and  cheerful  dis- 
poHition,  combined  with  an  obliging  and  polite 
demeanour,  ho  made  fast  friends  of  all  who  Iiad  tho 
pleasure  of  hia  acquaintance. — li. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  last  the  men  members  of  this 
society  not  satiated  with  tho  social  enjoyment  of 
the  ladies'  night  of  the  previou-i  week,  mot  at  the 
society's  rooms,  and  wore  much  entertained  by 
their  fellow-member,  Mr.  Robert  Stanley,  who  read 
a  carefully-written  and  very  entertaining  paper  on 
an  "Angler's  Wanderings."  It  really  contained 
three  short  stories,  and  their  style  was  well  worthy 
of  the  much-liked  author  of  "  Angling  Anecdotes," 
and  displayed  the  exercise  of  the  rare  art  of  sinking 
his  own  individuality  while  writing  in  the  first 
person  singular,  and  it  was  a  finished  performance, 
and  listened  to  throughout  with  much  pleasure  by 
an  appreciative  audience.  The  tales  it  is  impos- 
sible to  tell  over  again  here,  enough  only  can  be 
said  to  enable  the  reader  to  recognise  them  again 
in  the  new  book  everyone  hopes  will  soon  be  pub- 
lished. 

The  first  narrative  is  in  the  mouth  of  a  Hyde 
Park  keeper,  an  old  soldier  who  relates  in  a  round- 
about but  well  connected  manner  a  fishing  experi- 
ence on  the  Nile,  in  the  course  of  which  he  was 
used,  without  clothes,  as  a  tid-bit  bait  for  crocodile. 
His  painful  experience,  he  said,  turned  his  hair 
white,  and  thus  lost  him  his  sweetheart.  His  rescue 
and  the  death  of  the  crocodile  at  the  hands  of  his 
comrades  was  powerfully  described. 

The  second  was  an  experience  of  his  own,  a 
miraculous  draught  of  fishes  taken  b j'  him  ' '  anyhow ' ' 
to  carry  off  a  dinner  bet  that  single-handed  from 
the  pier  he  would  catch  a  greater  weight  of  fish 
than  his  two  friends  and  a  boatman  from  a  boat. 
He  did.  Two  sacks  and  a  creelful,  but  was  mightily 
aided  by  the  blowing-off  of  the  boiler  of  a  coasting 
steamer  in  the  harbour. 

The  last  and  most  elaborate  was  a  ghost  story, 
well  worked  out  and  told.  The  description  of  the 
country  station  railway  porter  and  the  villagers, 
the  discussion  in  the  parlour  of  the  Blue  Lion  and 
their  sortie  thence  for  the  chase  of  the  "grisly  one 
of  Gibbs'  Meadows,"  and  the  final  capture  of  the 
ghost  by  Mr.  Stanley,  in  whom  he  recognised  his 
old  poaching  friend  "Brae,"  who,  by  the  aid  of  his 
old  volunteer  greatcoat  and  a  policeman's  rattle, 
had  long  enjoyed  the  free  fishing  of  the  well- 
preserved  river  running  through  the  meadows. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("Dragnet")  occupied  the 
social  chair,  and  was  nearly  as  amusing  as  his 
friend,  Mr.  Stanley.    Both  were,  of  course,  thanked. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  presided  at  the  disposal  of  the 
usual  business,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  officiating  for 
the  secretary,  Mr.  Pickup,  in  his  absence. 

Next  Wednesday,  Dec.  20,  the  usual  ordinary 
meeting  will  be  held.  On  Dec.  27  (Christmas  week) 
there  will  be  no  meeting.  On  Jan.  3,  a  paper  on 
"Fishing  in  the  Shetland  Isles,"  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Boyton.    H.  P. 


KEEPING  FISH  ALIVE. 


Consul-General  Guenther,  of  Frankfort,  Ger- 
many, writes  it  is  reported  the  French  naturalists, 
Billard  and  Bruyant,  have  made  a  discovery  with 
reference  to  keeping  fish  alive,  which  may  be  of 
practical  importance. 

The  reported  discovery  concerns  a  tiny  alga,  by 
itself  not  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  which  possesses 
the  remarkable  property  to  preserve  the  water  in 
which  it  exists  in  a  state  of  great  purity  for  an 
almost  unlimited  period.  The  little  plant  pos- 
sesses also  the  advantage  of  multiplying  rapidly, 
and  thrives  in  almost  all  kinds  of  fresh  water. 
To  the  naked  eye  the  presence  of  these  alga;  is 
noticeable  through  the  brilliantly  green  colour  of  the 
water,  provided  it  contains  a  large  number  of  them. 
The  two  scientists  have  succeeded  in  keeping  brook 
trout  alive  in  a  large-sized  vessel  for  six  weeks, 
so  that  their  taste  at  the  end  of  this  period  did  not 
appear  to  be  impaired  in  the  least.  This  is  all 
the  more  remarkable  as  it  is  well  known  that  other- 
wise brook  trout  can  only  be  kept  alive  in  running 
water.  Leeches  have  been  kept  alive  by  the  same 
process  one  and  one-half  years  without  change  of 
the  water.  Experiments  have  already  been  made 
to  make  practical  use  of  the  discovery  for  the 
transportation  of  live  fish. 

Live  brook  trout,  for  instance,  were  shipped  by 
rail,  the  journey  consuming  seven  hours,  at  a  tem- 
perature of  25deg.,  in  vessels  filled  with  water  to 
which  these  algae  had  been  added.  The  trout  were 
all  fresh  upon  arrival,  while  of  others,  shipped  at 
tho  same  time  in  pure  water  not  containing  these 
alga',  not  a  single  trout  arrived  ulive.  The  explana- 
tion of  this  phenomenon  is  probably  that  these  alga?, 
like  other  green  plants,  decompose  the  carbonic 
acid  exhaled  by  the  fish,  and  so  reoxidise  the  water. 
Tho  two  scientists  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  the 
algao  also  render  tho  poison,  which  may  have  been 
secreted  by  tho  fish,  liariuless. — American  Fiahing 
Gazette, 


SAFE  ARRIVAL  OF  THE  FIRST  LOT 
OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  EGGS 
IN  AUSTRALIA. 

f  Writing  [in  the  Fisherman' 8  Magazine  in  1864, 
Mr.  Chohnondeley-Pormell  said  : — "  Wo  heartily 
congratulate  Mr.  Youl,  and  the  other  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  this  experiment,  at  tho  success  which 
(so  far  as  wo  can  at  present  judge)  has  at  length 
rewarded  their  energetic  and  persevering  efforts. 
The  consignment  of  ova  loft  London  Docks  in 
the  Norfolk  on  Jan.  21,  1804,  and  on  April  15 
arrived  at  Hobson's  Bay,  Melbourne,  where  a  few 
of  the  boxes  of  eggs  were  opened  and  placed  in  a 
suitable  hatching  apparatus,  tho  rest  being  imme- 
diately sent  off  to  Tasmania  on  board  tho  Victoria 
steamer,  reaching  Hobart  Town  on  April  20.  Tho 
following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  by 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Officer,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  to  Mr.  Youl,  giving  an  account  of  what 
took  place  after  the  arrival  of  the  Norfolk : — 

"  '  Salmon  Ponds,  River  Plenty,  Tasmania, 

'  '  AprU  22,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir, — The  Victoria  steamer,  having 
on  board  the  salmon  ova  and  ice  transhipped 
into  her  from  the  Norfolk,  arrived  at  Hobart 
Town  the  day  before  ye.sterday,  at  three  o'clock 
p.m.,  and  by  nine  o'clock  all  had  been  safely 
placed  in  a  large  barge  prepared  for  their  reception. 
This  was  immediately  taken  in  tow  by  the  New 
Norfolk  steamer,  and  reached  this  place  at  one 
o'clock  a.m.  yesterday.  By  two  o'clock  p.m.  of 
that  day,  one  half  of  the  ova-boxes  had  been  .safely 
conveyed  to  the  ponds,  without  the  slighte.st 
accident  or  disturbance,  just  twenty-three  hours 
after  their  arrival  at  Hobart  Town. 

To-day  all  the  rest  were  brought  to  the  ponds 
in  the  same  successful  manner.  Soon  after  the 
arrival  of  the  first  half  of  the  boxes  yesterday, 
the  process  of  opening  them  and  depositing  the  ova  in 
their  watery  beds  commenced,  and  you  may  be  sure 
an  anxious  process  it  was.  In  the  first  two  boxes 
that  were  opened  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the 
ova  had  perished,  but  as  we  proceeded  much  more 
fortunate  results  were  obtained,  and  in  many  of  the 
packages  the  living  predominated  over  the  dead.  I 
could  not  attempt  to  state  to  you,  even  approxi- 
mately, at  the  present  moment,  the  actual  number 
of  healthy  ova  that  were  found  in  the  moss  and 
placed  in  the  hatching-boxes,  beyond  saying  that 
they  amount  to  many  thousands,  and  are  amply 
sufficient,  if  they  should  all  continue  to  thrive  and 
should  become  living  fish,  to  ensure  the  complete 
success  of  our  experiment. 

"  '  After  awhile  we  were  able  to  tell,  the  moment 
the  lid  of  each  little  box  was  removed  and  the 
moss  exposed,  in  what  condition  the  ova  would  be 
found.  Where  the  moss  was  seen  to  be  dark  and 
compressed,  few  of  the  ova  were  found  aliv^e,  but 
where  it  looked  green  and  loose,  the  greater  part 
were  invariably  clear  and  healthy.  I  do  not  think 
that  these  circumstances  are  to  be  regarded  as 
cause  and  effect,  but  believe  that  the  state  both  of 
the  ova  and  the  moss  was  influenced  by  the  position 
of  the  containing  boxes  in  the  ice-house  and  the 
quantity  of  ice-water  draining  through  them. 
Mr.  R.  thinks  that  those  nearest  the  bottom  were 
the  least  healthy.  In  the  boxes  where  the  greatest 
mortality  had  taken  place,  a  fungoid  plant  resem- 
bling cobweb  was  always  found  largely  developed. 
"'To  J.  A.  Youl,  Esq.'  '  R.  Officer. 

"  We  learn  from  Mr.  Buckland  that  the  morning 
after  arrival  a  box  of  eggs  was  opened  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Edward  Wilson,  and  that  about 
80  per  cent,  of  the  eggs  were  found  to  be  in  a  per- 
fectly healthy  condition. 

"  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  junior,  who  superintended 
the  unpacking,  also  states  that  the  yoimg  fish  were 
so  far  developed  that  in  his  opinion  about  twenty- 
one  days  would  see  them  hatched  out. 

"  Having  (says  Mr.  Pennell)  watched  this  experi- 
ment from  the  commencement,  and  having  on 
several  occasions  been  present  at  the  examination 
of  boxes  of  ova,  packed  in  ice  at  the  same  time 
as  the  Australian  consigmnent,  we  cannot  but  feel 
a  lively  interest  and  satisfaction  in  the  success  of 
the  experiment — a  satisfaction  which  we  believe 
is  shared  in  by  our  readers  and  the  English  public 
generally." 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  a  note  arrived 
from  Messrs.  A.  Probyn  and  Co.,  of  the  Welsh 
Harp,  Hendon,  to  the  effect  that  "  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  Dec.  5,  there  were  turned  into  the  Welsh 
Harp  waters  some  of  the  finest  carp  we  have  ever 
seen.  The  total  number  was  some  350,  the 
aggregate  weight  being  nearly  18cwt."  [Tliis  is 
a  splendid  addition  to  the  already  well-stocked 
waters  of  tho  famous  "  Welsh  Harp,  which  is  down 
Hendon  way."] 
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^offings       f^e  i^ag. 

Forth  goes  the  woodman,  leaving  unconcern' d 
The  cheerful  haunts  of  man,  to  wield  the  axe. 
Shaggy,  and  lean,  and  shrewd,  with  -pointed  edrs. 
His  dog  attends  him.    Close  behind  his  heel 
Now  creeps  he  slow  ;  and  noiu,  with  many  a  frisk 
Wide-scampering,  snatches  up  the  drifted  snow 
With  ivory  teeth,  or  ploughs  it  with  his  snout ; 
Then  shakes  his  powdsr'd  coat,  and  harks  for  joy. 

 COWPEB. 


In  answer  to  several  inquiries,  the  series  of 
articles  on  "  Sea-Fisliing,"  by  the  late  J.  C.  Wil- 
cocks,  edited  and  revi?ed  by  liis  son,  commenced  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  on  Nov.  25,  1905,  copies  of 
which  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  publisher, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.G. 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  Mr.  George  Read 
Clarke,  one  of  the  stewards  for  the  "  Ladies' 
Night "  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  writes : 
— "  We  picked  up  in  tho  lobby  of  the  Georgian 
Hall  a  pair  of  gold-rimmed  spectacles.  The  owner 
can  have  them  on  application  to  the  secretary  at 
No.  4,  Fetter -lane." 


Amongst  the  new  music  recently  issued  by 
Mes=irs.  Novello  and  Co.  is  an  admirable  collection 
of  Japanese  melodie?,  collected  and  arranged  for 
the  voice  or  pianoforte  by  Paul  Bevan,  M.A.,  F.S.A. 
Mr.  Bovan  is  a  Chevalier  of  tho  Order  of  the  Sacred 
Treasure  of  Japan,  and  in  the  collection  referred  to 
he  ha?  given  U3  something  truly  characteristic  of 
the  Land  of  the  Chrysanthemum.  Somo  of  tho 
numbers  are  in  English,  others  in  Japanese,  the 
latter,  however,  in  English  characters.  Tho  English 
lyrics  are  by  A.  R.  Williams.  Every  item  in  the 
collection  is  sweetly  pretty,  and  apart  from  their 
undoubted  novelty,  are  worthy  a  place  in  tho  music 
cabinet  of  lovers  of  dainty  and  effective  melody. 
Two  songs  are  to  be  specially  commended — "  Soli- 
tude "  and  "  Yosakoi " — but  the  whole  twelve  items 
are  wonderfully  pleasing. 

***** 

In  the  parcel  are  also  two  publications  of  which 
special  mention  should  be  made.  Those  are  "  Tlie 
Junior  Violinist "  (Book  4),  edited  by  C.  Egerton 
Lowe,  containing  four  characteristic  pieces,  first 
position,  by  Herman  Koenig,  and  "  A  Modern 
School  for  the  Violin"  (Book  4B),  by  August 
Wilhelmj  and  James  Brown.  Very  acceptable  at 
this  season  of  the  year  is  the  Oriana  collection  of 
early  Madrigals ;  this  collection  contains  both 
British  and  foreign  works.  Tlae  first  twenty-five 
numbars  of  the  collection  consist  of  a  re-edition  (by 
Mr.  Lionel  Benson)  of  the  "  Triumphs  of  Oriana," 
first  published  in  London  by  Thomas  Morley  in 
1601.  These  Madrigals  will  find  ready  appreciation 
at  the  hands  of  vocalists,  not  only  by  reason  of 
their  practical  value,  but  on  account  of  their  real 
artistic  worth. 


On  Thur  day  evening,  Dec.  21,  the  Blenheim 
anglers  will  hold  a  grand  concert  at  their  head- 
quarters, the  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'-road,  West- 
bourne  Park.  During  the  evening  the  prizes  won 
during  the  year  will  be  distributed. 


"  Christmas  comes  but  once  a  year  "  ;  but  when 
it  does  it  brings — well,  myriads  of  Christmas  and 
Now  Year  Cards.  Those  who  have  not  already  made 
their  purchases  should  lose  no  time  in  sending  to 
E.  J.  Blogg,  Raleigh  Park  Bazaar,  Brixton  Hill, 
S.W.  For  Is.  2d.,  post  free,  you  will  receive 
a  selection  of  twenty-five  folding  cards  and  a 
pretty  hanging  calendar  for  1906.  This  is  called 
the  "Matchless  Box."  Another  known  as  the 
"  Raleigh"  contains  twenty -five  superior  Christmas 
and  New  Year  Cards,  with  envelopes,  post  free, 
for  23.  3d.  They  are  really  wonderful  value  for  the 
money.    I  speak  from  experience. 


Fishing  recently  at  Burnhara-on-Crouch,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Abrahams,  of  tho  Anglo-French  Pisca- 
torials,  had  a  quantity  of  fine  codling,  whiting, 
dabs,  and  pouting.  Mr.  Abrahams  caught,  on  a 
dab  hook,  a  sm-iU  herring.  The  bait  was  lugworm. 
This  appears  to  be  a  very  unusual  capture  at 
Burnham-on-Crouch  ;  at  any  rate,  I  have  not  heard 
of  such  a  circumstance. 


As  will  be  seen  elsewhoro,  the  "Musical  Night" 
at  tho  City  of  London  Piscatorials'  headquarters  on 
Tuesday  evening  last  was  a  great  success.  On 
Tuesday  evening  next,  Doc.  19,  at  7  p.m.,  there 
will  bo  what  is  called  a  -'littlo  supper,"  to  which 
membar.s  have  been  invitod.  Whether  littlo  or  big, 
I  am  quite  certain  that  it  will  bo  good,  and  in  tho 
b  ist  style  of  tho  Mason's  Hall  Tavern.  Not  that  it 
3  necessary  to  be  fortified,  but  after  tho  suppar 
Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez  (the  donor  of  tho  splendid 
ohallongo  cup)  will  read  a  paper  to  members  and 
friands.    A  pleasant  night  is  in  store. 


Me.  Edwin  Drew,  the  editor  of  Amwcm^nt,  has 
arranged  with  Captain  Linford  Wilson,  tho  veteran 
Dickensian,  to  give  a  recital  of  "  The  Christmas 
Carol "  at  St.  Bride  Institute,  Fleet-street,  on 
Doc.  20,  at  8.15.  Mr.  Drew  will  supplement  with 
"  Serjeant  Buzfuz  "  in  character  (using  the  identical 
wig  and  gown  worn  by  the  late  Miss  Amy  Sedgwick 
when  she  recited  the  famous  speech  before  Queen 
Victoria  at  Osborne  House),  and  some  Dickens 
stories  gathered  by  him  during  a  tramp  in  Kent. 


A  coNTEMPOBARY  On  Sopt.  28  inserted  the 
following  ; — 

"  Sea  Angler's  Rkcord  Bag. 
"Magnificent  sport  among  the  sea  fish  is 
being  enjoyed  just  now  with  rod  and  lino  along 
the  sea  coast  at  Ballycotton,  county  Cork.  A 
telegram  was  received  yesterday  by  tho  secre- 
tary of  the  British  Sea  Angling  Society  from 
ono  of  the  members  of  tho  Society,  who  is  on 
a  holiday  trip  at  Ballycotton,  announcing  that 
during  the  morning  he  had  in  two  hours  taken 
three  skate,  weighing  1121b.,  ITilb.,  and  1501b. 
The  catch  also  included  32  large  pollock  of 
from  121b.  to  141b.  each.  This  may,  perhaps, 
be  taken  as  a  record  bag  as  regards  the  means 
used,  the  time  in  which  the  fish  wore  captured, 
and  their  weight." 

***** 

Well !  What  about  it  ?  Anything  wrong — any- 
thing doubtful  ?  Yes  ;  that  part  of  the  sentence 
which  says,  "  one  of  the  mombers  of  the  society 
.  .  .  .  had  in  two  hours  taken,"  etc.  It  was  one  of 
the  members  who  sent  the  telegram,  but  more  than 
one  member  who  took  on  rod  and  line  three  skate 
weighing  3741b.  and  thirty-two  large  pollack  of 
from  121b.  to  141b.  each  in  two  hours. 

***** 

A  skate  of  1501b.  being  taken  on  rod  and  line  was 
ridiculed,  but  another  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.  (Mr. 
Mignot)  captured  one  of  lS21b.,  at  Ballycotton, 
which  was  properly  authenticated.  The  latest 
capture  (on  rod  and  line)  is  a  skate  of  1941b.  taken 
by  Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn  (B.S.A.S.),  at  Ballycotton 
(Ireland),  and  this  also  has  been  duly  authenticated. 
I  have  heard  of  Bally  cotton  (or  Irish  twist),  but 
the  line  Mr.  Heam  used  {vide  "Letters  to  the 
Editor")  was  an  "  Alpha  "-Bally-cable-laid-line — 
a  beautiful  line,  but  strong  enough,  in  good  hands, 
to  land  a  skate  of  2941b. — when  it  can  be  found. 
*  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

At  the  same  .time  as  these  redoubtable  British 
sea  anglers  were  beating  records  and  smashing  rods 
and  lines  and  reels  in  Ireland,  an  angler  at  Avalon, 
Catalina  Island,  California,  captured  a  shark  on 
rod  and  line  which  "  turned  the  scale  "  at  5101b. 
Three  anglers  alternately  "played"  (I  should  say 
"worked")  the  shark,  and  it  was  not  until  six 
hours  had  elapsed  that  it  could  be  gafled  and 
secured.  And  yet  some  people  say  there  is  no 
"  sport"  in  sea  fishing  ! 


On  page  448  appears  the  lecture  delivered  on  the 
B.S.A.S.  "  Ladies'  Night"  at  the  Gaiety  Restaurant, 
on  Dec.  6.  I  was  not  in  time  to  hear  him  read  it, 
and  prsvailed  upon  him  to  allow  his  numerous 
brother  (and  sister)  sea  anglers  who  were  unable  to 
be  present  to  share  the  pleasure. 

»  *  »  «  * 

On  Dec.  13  we  were  again  treated  to  a  treat  by 
the  same  talented  sea-angler.  Mr.  Robert  Stanley 
kept  his  hearers  amused  at  the  B.S.A.S.  head- 
quarters for  fviUy  an  hour  by  the  reading  of  his 
latest  article,  entitled,  "  Anglers'  Wanderings." 
They  were  really  "  anglers'  wonderings,"  full  of  wit, 
fun,  and  amusement,  and  also  instruction.  I  can 
do  no  more  than  say  that  we  had  a  very  pleasant 
evening,  and  refer  readers  to  a  short  account  which 
appears  on  p.  453.  It  may  be  road  "  in  full  "  when 
Mr.  Stanley  publishes  his  new  book  as  a  companion 
to  his  already  famous  "  Angling  Anecdotes." 


When  I  was  a  schoolboy  I  was  rather  fond  of 
"  hopping  the  wag."  While  walking  towards 
Clapliam  Common  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  a 
boy  on  the  same  lark  as  myself,  namely,  catching 
tiddlers.  Arrived  on  the  scene  of  action,  we  clinched 
a  bet  with  a  shake  of  the  hands.  The  first  one  to 
catch  a  tiddler  was  to  be  the  wimier,  but  no  matter 
how  long  it  took,  one  must  be  caught.  So  after 
sitting  and  watching  our  floats  for  thr6o  days  and 
three  nights  1  fell  in,  and  tho  splash  woko  my  pal 
up.  I  remember  him  shouting  out,  "  D'yo  hoar, 
rampor,  I'm  crying  tho  bot  off  ;  no  jumping  in  and 
hooking  thorn  on." 


"  Christmas  comes  but  once  a  year,"  but  the 
railway  companies  have  summer  as  well  as  winter 
holiday  folk  to  provide  for,  and  are  consequently 
au  fait  at  arranging  for  the  quick  despatch  of 
parcels  as  well  as  passengers,  and  providing  cheap 
facilities  for  travelling.  On  another  page  will  be 
found  some  of  the  "  o.nnoimcement8  "  of  the  princi- 
pal London  railway  companies — with  the  exception 
of  the  South  Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  Com- 
pany. Possibly  tho  omission  is  on  account  of  tho 
recent  catastrophe  at  Charing  Cross  Station,  which, 
no  doubt,  has  necessitated  the  reprinting  of  tho 
necessary  alterations  for  tho  conveyance  of  passen- 
gers and  goods. 

Friendship  among  Fish. 
The  sea-cucumber,  with  long  body,  and  mouth 
fringed  with  tentacles  in  a  feathery  circle,  gives 
lodgings  to  smaller  forms,  which  have  been  called 
its  messmates,  which  acttially  live  within  its  body, 
and  swim  in  and  out  at  will,  thus  finding  a  welcome 
shelter,  and  also  feeding  on  the  half-digested  food  of 
their  hosts.  In  similar  way  sea-anemones,  attached 
to  a  rock  and  furnished  with  a  circle  of  feeders  or 
tentacles,  with  which  they  catch  and  hold  their  food, 
make  friends  with  little  fish,  which  swim  fearlessly 
within  their  grasp,  and  are  constantly  infolded  for 
a  few  moments  in  what,  to  the  prey  of  the  anemone, 
would  bo  a  living  tomb,  but  very  soon  the  tentacles 
unclose  and  allow  tho  playful  littlo  prisoner  to 
escape  at  will.  In  similar  fashion  fish  have  Vjeen 
seen  living  and  sporting  within  the  arms  of  tropical 
starfish. 

To  Meadows  in  Winter. 
Ye  have  been  fresh  and  green. 

Ye  have  been  fUl'd  with  flowers ; 
And  ye  tho  walks  have  been 

Where  maids  have  spent  their  hours. 

You  have  beheld  how  they 

Wit'n  wicker  arks  did  come, 
To  kiss  and  bear  away 
The  richer  cowslips  home. 

You've  heard  them  sweetly  sing, 

And  seen  them  in  a  round ; 
Each  virgin,  like  a  spring. 
With  honeysuckles  crowned. 

:  — Robert  Hebeick. 


"  Say,  Bill,  did  you  ever  see  a  flying  pike  ?  " 
Harry  :  "  Do  you  mean  a  pike  with  wings  on  ?  " 
Bill  :  "  No  !  I  mean  one  of  those  pike  that  fly  out 
of  the  water."  Harry  :  "I  have  occasionally  seen 
a  pike  rush  to  the  top  of  the  water  after  a  bait." 
Bill  :  "  Oh,  that's  nothing.  When  I  was  live-bait 
fishing  one  day  in  the  Foss,  I  was  in  the  act  of 
lifting  my  bait  from  the  water  for  a  fresh  cast  when 
a  pike  jumped  a  yard  and  a  half  out  of  the  water 
and  seized  the  bait  while  it  was  dangling  in  the  air. 
The  pike  no  sooner  reached  the  surface  of  the  water 
again  before  I  had  it  on  the  bank.  A  nice  plump 
fish  of  4pb."  Harry  :  "  Funny.  I  have  heard  of  a 
pike  run  before,  but  never  of  a  flying  pike." 

The  full  report  has  not  yet  been  received,  but  I 
cull  the  following  from  a  contemporary: — "Tho 
Folkestone  Sea  Angling  competition  concluded  on 
Dec.  10,  the  Sassoon  Challenge  Cup,  the  trophy  of 
the  festival,  being  secured  by  Mr.  Albert  E.  Jackson, 
of  the  Anglers'  News,  with  53lb.  IJoz.  of  fish. 
Dr.  O.  B.  Travers  (Hastings)  being  second  with 
381b.  lloz.  Mr.  Wallace  Nickels  took  the  gold 
medal  of  the  National  Sea  Anglers'  Federation  for 

the  largest  fish." 

***** 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  following  results 
have  come  to  hand.  I  shall  refer  more  fully  to  it 
next  week,  and  give  the  results  : — 

Class  I. — For  biggest  aggregate  take  for  the  tliree 
days,  silver  and  bronze  medallists;  Mr.  A.  E.  Jack- 
son (B.S.A.S.,  F.S.A.A.),  531b.  IJoz.,  1st;  Dr.  O.  B 
Travers  (H.  &  St.  L.  A. A.,  F.S.A. A.),  381b.  .lloz.,, 
2nd. 

Class  II. — Sassoon  Challenge  Cup  for  heaviest 
one  day's  catch:  Mr.  A.  E.  Jackson  (B.S.A.S., 
F.S.A.A.),  301b.  8oz.,  1st;  Mr.  F.  Blake  (B.S.A.S.), 
281b.  4oz.,  2nd;  Mr.  R.  T.  Colloy  (B.S.A.S.),  241b. 
3oz.,  3rd. 

Class  HI. — For  heaviest  ono  day's  catch  of 
whiting:  Mr.  J.  F.  Eldridge  (F.S.A.A.),  22lb.,  Ist; 
Mr.  A.  C.  Wampach  (F.S.A.A.).  151b.,  2nd;  Mrs. 
Thornton  Gilbert  (F.S.A.A.),  lOlb.  12oz.,  3rd. 

Class  4. — For  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  cod : 
Mr.  H.  Watkins  (B.S.A.S.),  12lb.  lOoz.,  1st;  Mr.  A. 
C.  Wampach  (F.S..\.A.),  61b.  13ioz.,  2nd:  Dr. 
Matt.  Dobbs  (F.S.A. A.),  4lb.  5Joz.,  3rd. 

Class  5.— Special  ladies'  pnzo :  Mrs.  Thornton 
Gilbert  (F.S.A.A.),  131b.  Tijoz. 

Class  6. — National  Sea  Anglers'  Federation  Medal 
for  the  heaviest  fish:  Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels 
(B.S.A.S.,  F.S.A.A.),  8lb.  4oz.  conger.  Dbaqnet. 
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BAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE 
CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR 
HOLIDAYS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  anaounce  that  in 
addition  to  the  Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday  tickets 
to  the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts 
(Yj.irr.outh,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft,  Cromer, 
?Tni  '.isley,  Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt, 
ch,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hun- 
n,  etc.);  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street 
and  their  other  London  and  Suburban  stations, 
there  will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on  Satur- 
daj',  Dec.  23,  to  most  of  the  above  stations,  also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham, 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss,  Wood- 
bridge,  Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other  places 
in  the  Eastern  Counties ;  also  via  the  Cathedral  route 
to  Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe,  Chesterfield, 
Hull,  Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Manchester,  York, 
Leeds,  Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durham, 
Newcastle,  and  other  stations  in  the  Northern 
Counties ;  also  on  Dec.  22  and  29,  cheap  bookings 
to  DarUngton,  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
and  other  stations  in  Scotland.  Tickets  (ordinary, 
excursion,  etc.)  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at 
Liverpool-street  Station  and  at  the  company's 
City,  West  End,  and  other  booking  offices.  Reliev- 
ing trains  will  precede  some  of  the  principal  trains  to 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Norwich, 
Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.,  on  Dec.  22,  23,  and  27.  On 
Saturday,  Dec.  23,  special  trains  will  leave  Liver- 
pool-street at  8.10  a.m.  for  Colchester,  Ipswich, 
Yarmouth,  etc. ;  at  8.50  a.m.  for  Cambridge, 
Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich,  etc.;  at  7.10  p.m.  for 
Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Diss, 
Norwich,  etc.  ;  at  9.25  p.m.  for  Southend,  Col- 
chester, Ipswich,  etc.  ;  and  for  the  accom- 
modation of  those  detained  at  business  until 
late  in  the  evening  midnight  trains  wUl  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  12.3  for  Colchester  and  Clacton, 
at  12.20  for  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich, 
at  12.25  for  Cambridge,  Norwich,  Fakenham,  and 
Wells,  and  at  12.40  for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury 
St.  Edmunds,  and  Norwich,  all  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  On  Christmas  Eve, 
Doc.  24,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  Sunday  trains 
certain  additional  trains  will  be  run.  Relieving 
trains  will  precede  some  of  the  morning  trains 
Special  trains  will  be  run  on  many  of  the  branch 
lines  in  connection  with  trains  to  and  from  London. 
On  Christmas  Day,  Dec.  25,  with  certain  exceptions 
the  trains  will  run  the  same  as  on  Sundays. 
A  special  train  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  5.8 
a.m.  for  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  interme- 
diate stations.  On  Boxing  Day  the  train  services 
will  be  considerably  altered,  some  of  the  trains 
being  cancelled  or  modified.  On  Dec.  26  and  27, 
additional  and  relieving  trains  will  be  run  from  the 
country  stations  to  London.  Senders  of  Christmas 
hampers  and  parcels  are  requested  to  fasten  the 
address  to  each  package  securely,  and  as  an  ad- 
ditiona!  precaution  against  loss  and  delay,  are 
recommended  to  put  a  duplicate  address  of  the 
consignee  inside  each  package,  also  the  name  and 
address  of  sender. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  excursions  from  Euston  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  21,  to  Londonderry-  and  Drogheda,  via  Liver- 
pool and  steamer  direct ;  on  Friday,  Dec.  22,  at 
4.15  p.m.,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  the  North 
of  Ireland,  via  Fleetwood  or  Liverpool ;  at  6. 30  p.  m. , 
to  Greenore,  via  Holyhead,  and  to  Belfast,  London- 
derry, and  the  North  of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and 
Greenore;  at  6.30  p.m.,  to  Dublin,  via  Holyhead, 
and  stations  in  the  North,  South,  and  West  of 
Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and  Dublin;  at  8p.m.,  to 
Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  the  North  of  Ireland, 
via  Carlisle  and  Stranraer ;  on  Saturday,  Dec.  23, 
at  4. 15  p.m.,  to  Londonderry,  via  Fleetwood  and 
direct  boat ;  on  Fridays,  Dec.  22  and  29,  for  5,  8, 
'and  17  days  at  8  p.m.,  to  Dundee,  Forfar, 
Aberdeen,  and  Great  North  of  Scotland  and  High- 
land stations  ;  at  8.50  p.m.,  to  Carlisle,  Perth,  and 
Stirling ;  at  10  p.m.,  to  Ayr,  Dumfries,  and  stations 
on  the  Portpatrick  and  Wigtownshire  line ;  at 
1 1  p.m.,  to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow ;  on  Friday, 
Djc.  22,  and  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  to  Preston,  Black- 
pool, Morecambo,  Penrith,  Keswick,  Workington, 
and  Fume.ss  Company's  stations  ;  to  Liverpool  and 
District  ;  to  Manche.^ter  and  District  ;  also 
Huddersfield,  Leed.s,  Burnley,  Colne,  and  Nelson; 
on  Saturday,  Dec.  2.3,  to  Cambrian  Line  and  Central 
Wales,  Shrewsbury,  North  Stafford.shire  stations, 
Buxton,  North  Wales  Coast,  Chester,  Ruthin, 
etc.,  and  to  South  Wales;  on  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  at 
11.15  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.,  to  Birmingham,  Coventry, 
Dudley,    Leamington,  and  Wolverhampton;  on 


Tuesday,  Dec.  26,  a  day  trip  to  Birmingham, 
Coventry,  Dudley,  Leamington,  Northampton, 
Rugby,  and  Wolverhampton.  For  further  parti- 
culars as  to  fares  and  arrangements  for  return,  see 
special  pamphlet.  The  ticket  offices  at  Euston, 
Broad-street,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and 
Willesden  Junction  will  be  open  throughout  the 
day  from  Saturday,  Dec.  16,  to  Saturday,  Dec.  23 
(inclusive),  so  that  passengers  wishing  to  obtain 
tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior 
to  the  starting  of  the  trains.  The  ordinary  and 
tourist  tickets  will  be  dated  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  passengers.  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at  the 
various  booking-offices  of  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  in  London  and  suburbs.  The 
"inquiry  office"  at  Euston  is  open  throughout  the 
day.  All  information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Robert 
Turnbull,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Euston 
Station,  London,  N.W. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  Excursion  Trains  will  be  run  from  London 
(St.  Pancras)  on  Saturday,  December  23,  to  Leices- 
ter, Birmingham,  Nottingham,  Derby,  Newark, 
Lincoln,  Burton,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Black- 
burn, Bolton,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  York, 
Scarborough,  Newcastle,  Barrow-in-Furness,  and 
the  Lake  District,  etc.,  returning  Dec.  26,  27,  or  30. 
On  Friday  midnight,  Dec.  22,  a  cheap  excursion 
will  be  run  to  Leicester,  Loughborough,  Notting- 
ham, Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Manchester,  Liver- 
pool, etc.,  for  4,  5,  or  8  days,  and  on  Saturday 
midnight,  Dec.  23,  for  3,  4,  or  7  days ;  on  Christ- 
mas Day  (Monday),  Dec.  25,  to  Leicester,  Lough- 
borough, Nottingham,  Sheffield,  and  Manchester, 
for  2,  3,  or  6  days;  and  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  25, 
a  cheap  excursion  wUl  be  run  to  Leicester,  Lough- 
borough, Nottingham,  and  Sheffield,  for  half, 
1,  2,  or  3  days;  to  Bedford,  Wellingborough,  Ket- 
tering, and  Market  Harborough,  for  half,  1,  2,  or 
3  days ;  and  day  and  half-day  excursion  trains  to 
St.  Albans,  Harpenden,  and  Luton.  Special  foot- 
ball excursions  from  St.  Pancras  to  Birmingham  on 
Boxing  Bay,  Dec.  26,  for  1,  2,  or  5  days.  Cheap 
excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  London  (St.  Pan- 
cras) and  principal  provincial  stations  to  Carlisle, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Greenock,  Dundee,  Aberdeen, 
etc.,  on  Fridays,  Dec.  22  and  23,  for  5,  8,  and  17 
days.  The  17  days  tickets  will  be  available  for 
returning  on  any  day  within  seventeen  days 
from  and  including  the  date  of  issue.  Cheap 
excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  from  London 
(St.  Pancras)  and  principal  provincial  stations  on 
Friday,  Dec.  22,  to  Dublin,  Cork,  Killarney,  Lime- 
rick, etc.,  via  Heysham  or  via  Liverpool,  available 
for  1 1  days  ;  on  Friday,  Dec.  22,  to  Belfast,  Lon- 
donderry, Portru.sh,  etc.,  via  Heysham,  via  Barrow, 
via  Liverpool,  or  via  Stranraer  and  Larne,  available 
for  1 1  days  ;  on  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  to  Londonderry, 
via  Hey.sham  ;  and  on  Thursday,  Dec.  21,  to  Lon- 
donderry, via  Liverpool,  available  for  returning 
on  any  weekday  on  which  the  steamer  sails, 
within  10  days  from  and  including  date  of  issue. 
On  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  cheap  excursion  tickets  will 
be  issued  from  St.  Pancras  and  other  stations  to 
St  Albans,  Redbourn,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Turvey, 
Olney,  Piddington,  Rushden,  and  Higham  Ferrers 
for  half-day ;  and  to  Harpenden,  Luton,  Flitwick, 
Ampthill,  Bedford,  Wellingboro',  and  Kettering, 
for  half,  two,  or  three  days.  On  Christmas  Day 
and  every  Sunday  until  further  notice,  cheap 
day  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  South- 
end-on-Sea  from  St.  Pancras,  Kentish  Town, 
Walthamstow,  Leytonstone,  and  stations  on  the 
Tottenham  and  Forest  Gate  Joint  Line.  (These 
tickets  are  available  at  Leigh  and  Westcliff-on-Sea.) 
The  week-end  tickets  issued  on  Dec.  22  and  23 
wUl  be  available  for  returning  on  Sunday,  Monday, 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  25,  26,  or  27,  and 
the  tickets  issued  on  Dec.  29  and  30  will  be  avail- 
able for  returning  on  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday, 
or  Wednesday,  Dec.  31,  Jan.  1,  2,  or  3.  Winter 
tourist  tickets  are  also  issued  to  the  chief  tourist 
resorts  in  England  and  Wales. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

Following  the  issue  of  an  illustrated  card,  entitled, 
"  A  Merry  Christmas,"  the  Great  Central  Railway 
Company  have  published  their  ABC  excursion 
programme,  containing  ample  and  admirable  facili- 
ties for  those  desirous  of  spending  the  holidays  at 
places  reached  by  their  comfortable  and  expedi- 
tious route.  Excursions  are  announced  to  all  the 
principal  towns  and  health  resorts  in  the  Midlands, 
North  of  England,  and  Scotland.  On  Saturday, 
Dec.  23,  special  express  trains  leave  Marylebone 
at  convenient  time.s  for  all  parts,  and  there  are  also 
additional  fast  trains  at  Saturday  midnight  and  on 
Monday,  Dec.  25.  On  Fridays,  Dec.  22  and  29, 
cheap  excur.-iion  tickets  will  be  issued,  available  by 
express  trains,  to  the  North  Eastern  System  and 
Scotland.    The  information  has  been  so  concisely 


tabulated  in  this  programme  that  tlie-  times  of 
starting,  fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for 
any  station  (alphabetically  arranged)  can  bo  easily 
soon  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  convenient  and 
interesting  guide  can  bo  obtained,  free,  on  appli- 
cation at  Marylebone  Station  or  at  any  of  the 
company's  town  offices  and  agencie.s. 


LONDON,"  BRIGHTON,   AND  SOUTH-COAST 
RAILWAY. 

This  progressive,  up-to-date  company  announce 
cheap  fourteen- day  excursions  to  Dieppe,  Rouen, 
and  Paris  by  the  picturesque  and  cheapest  route  to 
Paris,  via  Newhaven  and  Dieppe,  on  Thursday, 
Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  Dec.  21,  22,  23,  and 
24,  returning  any  day  within  fourteen  days  by  any 
train  according  to  class,  'and  by  any  night  service 
steamer.  Friday  to  Tuesday  cheap  return  tickets 
to  Dieppe  will  also  be  issued.  All  ordinary  return 
tickets  issued  on  Saturday,  Simday,  and  Christmas 
Day,  Dec.  23,  24,  and  25,  will  be  available  for  the 
return  journey  up  to  the  evening  of  Wednesday, 
Dec.  27.  The  cheap  return  tickets,  week-end,  issued 
on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Simday,  Dec.  22,  23,  and 
24,  will  be  available  for  return  on  Sunday,  Christmas 
Day,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  25,  26, 
and  27.  Cheap  day  return  tickets  are  issued  from 
London  and  certain  suburban  stations  to  Brighton, 
Shoreham,  Worthing,  Eastbourne,  Seaford,  New- 
haven,  Hastings,  St.  Leonards,  Bexhill,  Little- 
hampton,  Bognor,  Chichester  (for  full  particulars, 
see  special  bills).  The  Crystal  Palace,  Boxing  Day, 
Tuesday,  Dec.  26,  special  holiday  entertainments. 
Frequent  special  trains  between  London  Bridge, 
Victoria,  Kensington  (Addison-road),  West  Bromp- 
ton,  Clapham  Junction,  and  the  Crystal  Palace  as 
required  by  the  traffic.  The  "  Sunny  South 
Special." — A  train  consisting  of  corridor  carriages 
and  luncheon  and  tea  car,  giving  through  service 
every  week-day  (except  Boxing  Day)  from  and  to 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  Leamington 
and  Brighton  and  Eastbourne,  with  close  connec- 
tions to  Seaford,  Bexhill,  Hastings,  Hove,  Worthing, 
Bognor,  Littlehampton,  Southsea,  Portsmouth,  and 
the  Isle  of  Wight.  On  Friday  and  Saturday,  Dec. 
22  and  23,  a  special  train  from  Manchester,  with  the 
Birmingham  and  Leamington  portions  of  the  "Sunny 
South  Special,"  will  leave  Kensington  (Addison-rd.) 
for  Brighton  at  3.25  p.m.,  calling  at  Clapham  Junc- 
tion, 3.35  p.m.,  and  East  Croydon,  3.50  p.m.  (first, 
second,  and  third  class).  Increased  facilities  for 
booking  passengers. — Station  booking-offices  con- 
stantly open.  —  The  booking-offices  at  London 
Bridge,  Victoria,  and  Kensington  (Addison-road) 
Stations,  and  also  at  the  stations  generally  on  the 
London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway,  will 
be  kept  constantly  open  every  week-day  between 
the  hours  of  8  a.m.  and  8  p.m.,  for  the  sale  of  tickets 
and  for  the  purpose  of  affording  information  to 
passengers. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Every  holiday  sees  some  fresh  enterprise  and 
extension  of  facilities,  and  in  numerous  cases 
accelerated  services.  This  Yuletide  the  up-to-date 
Great  Western  Railway  have  issued  a  veritable 
budget  of  facilities  for  travel  to  and  from  all  parts 
of  their  great  system.  The  arrangements  are  set 
out  in  a  special  programme  so  clearly  and  concisely 
that  he  who  runs  may  read,  and  the  would-be 
exciu-sionist  in  a  desperate  hurry  can  find  parti- 
culars of  the  excursions  to  South  Wales  or  any 
part  of  the  line  as  easily  as  the  inquiry  clerk  can 
give  particulars  of  the  arrangements  for  the  "  Land 
of  Sunshine " — the  Cornish  Riviera.  The  term 
"  excursions  "  is  now  a  misnomer.  What  is  offered 
is  express  travel,  with  best  accommodation,  at  low 
rates  easily  within  the  reach  of  all.  It  is  even  a 
sign  of  the  times  to  find  cheap  travel  arranged  to 
places  like  Oxford,  Leamington,  Warwick,  Birming- 
ham, Wolverhampton,  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
Droitwich,  Malvern,  Worcester,  Cheltenham,  Bath, 
Bristol,  Torquay,  Plymouth,  Falmouth,  Penzance, 
Weston-super-Mare,  Weymouth,  etc.,  the  homes  of 
the  great  army  of  workers  in  London.  Week-end 
tickets  issued  to  about  600  stations  will  also  be 
available  for  use  this  holiday.  Toiu-ist  tickets  are 
also  obtainable  as  shown  in  the  winter  tourist  pro  • 
gramme.  It  should  be  noted  that  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  for  the  refreshment  rooms  at  all  the 
principal  stations  to  be  kept  open  day  and  night 
during  the  holidays  for  the  benefit  of  passengers 
by  the  excursion  trains.  Full  particulars  may  be 
obtained  at  any  of  the  company's  offices  and  stations, 
or  from  the  Inquiry  Office,  Paddington  Station. 
Telephone  :  No.  552  Paddington. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

"Home  for  Christmas"  and  how  to  get  there. — 
Those  whose  homes  are  in  the  counties  of  Hants, 
Dorset,  Wilts,  Somerset,  Devon,  Cornwall,  etc.,  are 
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"S  P  E  C  I A  L" 

Wll I/waterproofing  for  boots 

ff.n.W.  CLEANEST  &  BEST 

CANS  6=4 1/- NETT  SOLD  EVERYWHERE 

PRESERVED 


LINES 

ByusiiiK  VICKETIMAN'S 

WATERPROOF  PAINT 

Better  than  tar,  cateclm,  tauniiig,  or 
oil.    Retards  freezing,  does  not  add  to 
weight  or  stiffen  lines.    Best  and  sim- 
plest. Tins  1/-,  post  free,  as  sample  o£ 
W.H.Y.,  10,  Basinghall  St.,  B.C. 


I 


I 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terma  to  J.  T. 
FICEEBSaiLL,  ii,  Market  Place,  Eelghley, 
York.   


THEATRES. 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
Managing  Director,  Arthur  ("ollin.s, 
BOXING  NIGHT  and  TWIOE  DAILY, 
The  Children's  Pantomine,  OlNDEREhLA. 
By  Sir  K.  C.  Burnaml,  .!.  Hickory  Wood,  and 

Artliur  Collins. 
AValterPassmore,  Harry  Randall,  Harry  Kragaon, 
Arthur  Williams,  .lohnnie  Danvers,  Arthur  Con- 
quest, Queenie  Leighton,  May  de  Sousa,  Emily 
Sjiiller,  Pollic  Emery,  Daisy  Cordell. 
The  Now  Heating  Installation  makes  the  audi- 
torium comfortably  warm  in  the  coldest  weather. 
The  Children's  Booklet,  illustrated  by  Winnie 
Burnand,  free  on  application  (by  postcard  only). 
Box  Office  open  all  day. 

Telephone  2589  Gerrard.  

AYMARKET.     TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30. 

THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KINGSBURY. 
Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine, 
Mr.  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Bro\igh,  and 

Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 
SPECIAL  MATINEE,  BOXING  DAY,  at  2.30. 

YNDHAM'S  THEATRE.— Prop rio- 
tor.  Sir  Charles  Wynilham. 
To-night,  at  8.45,  and  Saturday  Matinee  at  2.§0. 
Mr.  FRANK  CLUIZON'S  COMPANY  in 
"PUBLIC  OPINION."  by  R.  C.  CARTON. 
Preceded,  at  8.30,  by  Mr.  Harold  Montague. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Produced  by  Mr. 
George  Edwardes. — No  break  in  the  per- 
formances next  week. — Seats  can  be  booked  for- 
ward till  Easter.— EVERY  EVENING,  at  8.30. 
Matinee  every  Saturday  at  2.30.  THE  LITTLE 
MICHUS.  Mile.  Adeline  Genee  ;  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  Louis  Bradtield,  Fred  Emney,  .Tames 
Blakeley,  Willie  Warde,  and  George  Graves : 
Misses  Adrienne  Augarde,  Amy  Augarde,  and 
Denise  Oruie.    Matinees  and  Evenings. 

TMPERIAL  THEATRE.— Mr.  LEWIS 

1  WALLER.  NIGHTLY,  at  8.45.  MAT., 
WEDS,  and  SATS.,  at  2.30.  THE  PERFECT 
LOVER,  bv  Alfred  Sutro.  At  8.15,  THE  'TEMP- 
TATION OF  SAMUEL  BURGE. 


ATEW  THEATRE.— CHARLES 
WYNDHAM.  To-night  at  9.  Matinee, 
Saturday  ami  Wednesday,  at  3  (up  to  and  in- 
cluding Friday,  Dec.  22nd).  CAPTAIN  DREW 
ON  LEAVE,  by  H.  H.  Davies.  CHARLES 
WYNDHAil.  MISS  MARION  TERRY  and  .MISS 
MARY  MOORE.  Preceded,  at  8.30,  by  "The 
American  Widow."  N.B.— Sir  Charles  Wyndhani 
will  transfer  this  play  to  WYNDHAM'S 
THEATRE  on  MONDAY,  JAN.  1st. 


/^AIETY  THEATRE.— Manager,  Mr. 
V-T  George  Edwardes.— TO-NIGHT,and  EVERY 
EVENING,  at  8(doors  open  7.40),  anew  Musical 
Play,  entitled,  "THE  SPRING  CHICKEN." 
Box  Ottice  open  from  10  till  10.  Matinee,  Satur- 
day Next,  at  2.0.    Doors  open  1.40. 


A DELPHI. — Lessee  and  Manager,  Otho 
Stuart.— TO-NIGHT,  at  8.  Matinees,  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  A  MIDSUMMER 
NKiHTS  DREAM.  SPECIAL  HOLIDAY 
MATINEES.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  Wed- 
nesday and  Saturday  Matinees,  TUESDAY,  Dec. 
26th  (BOXING  DAY),  and  every  Afternoon  after 
in  Christmas  Week  ;  MONDAY,  Jan.  1st  (NEW 
YEAR'S  DAY);  THURSDAY,  .Tan.  4th.  Seats 
may  now  be  booked.  Box  Office  (Mr.  Teny), 
open  10  to  10.    Tel.,  2645  Gerrard. 

ALDORF  THEATRE.  —  LIGHTS 
OUT.  Lessees,  the  Messrs.  Shubert.  TO- 
NIGHT, at  9,  LIGHTS  OU'T.  n.  B.  IRVING, 
II.  V.  ES.\IOND,  CHARLES  FULTON,  HENRY 
VIEART,  DAWSON  MILLWARD,  Miss  EVA 
MOOFvE.  Preceiled,  at  8.30,  by  LA  MAIN, 
Mimodrame,  in  one  act.  Alias  CAMILLA  DAL- 
BERG.  AIATINEE,  EVERY  WEDNESDAY 
and  SATURDAY,  at  2.30.  Box  Office  open  10  to 
10.   Telephone,  3830  Gerrard. 


T  YRIO  THEATRE.  —  (Lessee,  Mr. 
-Li  William  Greet). — Under  the  Management 
of  Mr.  Tom  B.  Davis.  EVKNINGS  at  8.15 
MATINEE  EVERY  SATURDAY  .at  2.15.  Mr. 
KOBER'i'  COURTNEIDGE  S  production  of 
THE  BLUB  MOON. 

WOMEDY  THEATRE.  —  Sole  Le^ssee 
Mr.  Arthur  Chudlcigh.  Under  th('  Manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Arthur  tJhudleigh.— Every  Evening 
at  9,  CHARLES  KROUMANN  presents  THE 
MOUNTAIN  (JI.IMI{i;a,  by  Co.smo  Hamilton 
Preceded,  at  8.30,  by  THK  LITTLE  FAIHEl 
OF  THE  WILDERNESS.  Matinee,  Every 
Saturday,  at  2.30,  and  Every  Wednesday,  start 
jng  Dec.  20tli,  and  Special  Matinee  Boxinjr  Day 


P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain, 
rren  Gold  and  Px>ize  nSedala  A-iBraifded. 


Telegrams— "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


LONDON&NORTH  WESTERN  RAILWAY 


QUICKEST  AND  MOST  COMFORTABLE  ROUTE 


BETWEEN 


(EUSTON) 


BIRMINGHAM,   LEAMINGTON,  SHREWSBURY, 
MANCHESTER,  LIVERPOOL,  IRELAND,  and  the  NORTH. 

Breakfast,  Luncheon,  Tea,  and  Dining  Cars  are  run  on  the  principal  trains 
between  London  and  BirminKham,  Wolverhampton,  Holyhead,  Manchester,  Liverpool  and 

Fleetwood. 

Passengers'  Lugrgage  collected,  forwarded  in  advance,  and  delivered  at  destination  at 

a  charge  of  Is.  per  packa^^e. 

Sleeping  Saloons,  fitted  with  every  modern  convenience,  are  provided  on  the  principal 

night  trains. 

Rugs  and  Pillows  for  Passengers.— Pillows  and  Rugs  may  be  obtained  at  the  principal 
stations  hy  passengers  travelling  hy  the  night  trains.    Charge,  Sixpence  for  each  Rug  or  Pillow. 

Omnibuses  are  provided  for  Family  Parties  at  London  (Eoston),  Liverpool  (Lime  Street 
and  Edge  Hill),  and  Manchester  (London  Road  and  Exchange). 


WEST  COAST  (ROYAL  MAIL)  ROUTE  between 

ENOLANO   a,nd  SCOTLAND. 

LONDON  (Euston)  and  EDINBURGH  in  8  hours;  GLASGOW  in  8  hours 
ABERDEEN  in  Hi  hours;    INVERNESS  in  13  hours. 


^^DDmOR    TRAIIMQ   ^"■'^  Refreshment  and  Dining  Cars  attached, 
■  rk#*li'^0   for  1st  and  3rd  Class  Passengers,  run  between 
LONDON  (Euston)  and  EDINBURGH  (Princes  Street)  and  GLASOOW  ^Central;. 
Euston  Station,  London,  N.W. 
1905. 


FREDERICK  HARRISON, 

General  Manager. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  GORDON  HOTELS. 


GRAND  HOTEL  • 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  & 
WHITEHALL  ROOMS 
HOTEL  VICTORIA 
CROSVENOR  HOTEL  . 
FIRST  AVENUE  HOTEL 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  . 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  . 


LONDON. 
}  LONDON. 


LONDON. 

LONDON. 

LONDON. 

BRIGHTON. 

FOLKESTONE. 


BURLINGTON  HOTEL-  EASTBOURNE. 
GLIFTONVILLE  HOTEL  MARGATE. 
GRAND  HOTEL •     ■  BROADSTAIRS 
LORD  WARDEN  HOTEL  DOVER. 
ROYAL  PIER  HOTEL  ■  RYDE,  I.  OFW. 
HOTEL  ROYAL  .     .  DIEPPE. 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  .  MONTE  CARLO 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  .  CANNES. 


Renowned  for  Good  Management.  Moderate  Charges, 

Tariffs  on  application  to  tlie  Managers. 

GORIDOJ^    HOTELS,  Ltd. 


PLEASE  PASTE  THIS  REMINDER  UP  IN  YOUR  OFFICE. 

FBaaazines  for  our  Bluejackets. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  begs  to  remind  Publishers  of  Magazines  and 
others  that  parcels  of  "  done  with  "  magazines  which  are  sent  Carriage  Paid  to 

Miss  AGNES  E.  WESTON,  Royal  Sailors'  Rest,  Devonport, 

are  forwarded,  free  of  charge  for  freight,  to  H.M.  Ships  on  Foreign  Stations  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  are  considered  a  very  great  boon  by  our  Bluejackets. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  feels  sure  that  many  Publishers  of  Magazines 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  at  a  small  expenditure  for  carriage  of  parcels  to  Devonport 
such  great  delight  can  be  distributed  all  over  the  world  to  the  crews  of  our  ships 
of  war. 


Read  This. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addresa 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIBS 
(or  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  I  a  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  maKuiflcence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  ITishlng  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  TBTlilte   &  Bon«, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers) 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


WANTED, 


One  with  some  experience  as  Salesman 
in  Sporting  Goods  preferred.  Give  full 
particulars  of  experience  and  salary 
v^antod. 

CHARLES  E.  TISDALL,  Vancouver,  Canada. 


GOOD  PRESERVED 
FISHING 

NEAR  I-ONDOlSr. 


Frequent  trains,  imder  half-an-hour  from 
Liverpool  Street.    Season  Ticket,  Xmas, 
1905,  to  Xmas,  1906,  Five  Guineas. 
Apply,  LESSEE, 
King's  Weir,  Wormley,  Herts. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Fatron :  HIS  HAJESTY  TH£  EIMO. 

President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
MONDAY,  JANUARY  1,  1903,  at  8. 
HANDEL'S 

"MESSIAH" 

The  additional  accompaniments  by  llozart  will 
be  dispensed  with,  and  the  work  given  with 
Handel's  accompaniments  only. 

MISS  EVANGELINE  FLORENCE. 
MADAME  CLARA  BUTT. 
MR.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 
MR.  D.  FFRANGCON-DA  VIES. 

BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist:  Sir.  H.  L.  Balfour. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.  ;  Areqa,  6«.  ;  Boxes,  £1  llu.  6rf. 
to  £3  Zs.   Balcony,  Reserved  trows  1  to  4  ,  5s. 
Unreserved   (rows   5   to  8),   4«.  OAJ>LEaY 
(Promenade)  TWO   .SHILLINGS.     Tickets  of 
usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR  CATCHINQ  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 
Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 
AiWATS  Ready  for  Use. 

Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  1/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d, 

C  L  A  RKE^&~CO. , 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Rod  Making.    Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Mei chant*, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


86,  AbohuToh  Lane,  London,  E,0. 

PROUT'S  DUBBIM 


will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 
Diploma  awarded,  FiBberies' 
Bzhibltion,  1883. 
Gold  Medal,  Capetown,  1905^ 
Of  all  Bootmaken,  Storea,  tu. 
Sample  per  poat      Sdi^  !/•,  1/6  na  box. 

9  atampa.    PBOUT,  96,  Beak  Bt,  Iiondon.  1^. 


December  16,  1905 


fortunate  in  having  such  an  up-to-date  organisation 
»s  the  London  and  South  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany to  cater  for  their  need.  For  the  comfort  and 
ppovenience  of  passengers  holding  ordinary,  tourist, 
or  cheap  week-end  tickets,  the  principal  express 
trains  from  London  (Waterloo  Station)  .will  run  in 
duplicate.  iVIueh  time  usually  occupied  in  partaking 
of  meals  beforehand  will  be  saved,  as  pas- 
sengers can  travel,  any  class,  by  certain  trains, 
and  limch  or  dine  en  route  between  Waterloo 
and  the  West  of  England,  Exeter,  Plymouth, 
Ilfracombe,  etc.,  and  to  the  south  coast — Wey- 
mouth, Swanage  and  Bournemouth  —  the  latter 
place,  as  the  finest  English  winter  resort,  offers 
splendid  attractions  to  the  visitor  at  all  times,  but 
especially  for  the  Christmas  week-end.  Passengers 
holding  week-end  tickets  can  return  by  the  break- 
fast train  from  Bournemouth  to  Waterloo  on  Dec.  27. 
An  additional  factor  to  the  comfort  of  passengers  is 
this  company's  splendid  system  of  heating  the  car- 
riages in  the  principal  long-distance  trains,  an  im- 
portant consideration  in  severe^  weather.  Business 
men  and  others  who  may  be  detained  in  town  until 
the  last  moment  will  appreciate  the  late  trains 
arranged  to  run  from  Waterloo  to  North  Cornwall, 
North  Devon,  Exeter,  and  Plymouth  lines,  also 
to  the  south  coast,  Bournemouth,  Weymouth,  etc., 
on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  preceding  Christmas 
Day.  An  early  morning  train  will  also  be  run  to 
these  parts  fexcept  North  Cornwall)  on  Sunday, 
Dec.  24,  and  Christmas  Day.  Additional  train  and 
boat  facilities  to  the  Islo  of  Wight  via  Portsmouth 
and  Southampton.  Period  excursion  tickets  will 
be  issued  from  Waterloo,  etc.,  to  Plymouth,  Exeter, 
Ilfracombe,  Barnstaple,  Bude,  Launceston,  Wade- 
bridge,  Bodmin,  Sidmouth,  Exmouth,  Lyme  Regis, 
Yeovil,  Bath,  SheptonMallet,  Blandford, Weymouth, 
Dorchester,  Portland,  Swanage,  Bournemouth,  etc. 
Paris  at  Christmas.  —  Fourteen  days  excursion 
tickets  issued  from  Waterloo  on  Dec.  21,  22  &  23, 
via  Southampton  and  Havre.  Also  to  Havre  on 
same  dates.  Fifteen  day  tickets  to  Guernsey  and 
Jersey  on  Dec  22.  Full  particulars  of  the  holiday 
arrangements  are  given  in  the  programme  issued 
by  the  company,  which  can  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Henry  Holmes,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Water- 
loo Station,  S.E.,  or  at  any  of  their  London 
stations  and  offices.  Tickets,  etc.,  can  be  obtained 
in  advance  at  the  company's  West-end,  City,  and 
other  London  offices,  which  will  remain  open  later 
than  usual  the  week  previous  to  Christmas. 


NEW  LIFEBOAT  FOR  THE  COAST 
OF  KENT. 

The  lifeboat  stationed  by  the  Royal  National 
Lifeboat  Institution  at  North  Deal  seventeen  years 
ago  has  now  been  replaced  by  a  new  sailing  boat  of 
the  aelf-righting  type,  4.3ft.  long  by  12ft.  wide, 
rowing  ten  oars  and  provided  with  two  drop  keels. 
The  Ufeboat,  which  is  in  lieu  of  a  boat  bearing  the 
flame  name  for  many  years  placed  at  TvTiemouth,  a 
station  recently  closed,  is  a  splendid  craft,  the  largest 
and  most  powerful  of  her  tj'pe,  and  has  the  full 
confidence  of  the  brave  men  who  man  her,  who 
were,  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  Institu- 
tion, fully  consulted  before  the  Committee  of 
Management  arrived  at  the  decision  to  build  her. 
The  boat  is  called  the  Charles  Dibdin,  her*  cost 
having  been  provided  by  the  Civil  Service  Lifeboat 
Fund,  and  is  so  named  in  memory  of  the  celebrated 
naval  poet,  who  died  in  1813,  and  of  his  groat- 
grandson,  for  thirty-five  years  past  its  honorary 
secretary.  This  fund,  collected  in  small  sums  from 
members  of  His  Majesty's  Civil  Service,  has  realised 
upwards  of  £33,000  (net),  and  has  presented  seven 
lifeboats  to  the  Institution,  all  of  which  are  fully 
endowed.  The  Institution's  Goodwin  Sands  and 
Downs  branch  is  under  the  local  management  of  a 
committee,  whoso  honorary  secretary,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Stanley  Treanor,  is  indefatigable  in  the 
lifeboat  cause.  The  boats  comprise  the  North 
Deal,  Walmer,  and  Kingsdown  stations,  and  the 
crews  are  ever  ready  to  protect  tho  imperilled 
mariner  from  the  dreaded  Goodwins.  The  record  of 
these  stations  is  of  great  interest,  showing  a  total  of 
773  lives  rescued,  and  the  saving  of  forty  vessels 
from  being  engulfed  in  tho  Sands,  in  addition  to  tho 
very  many  occasions  when  the  boats  have  been 
called  out  and  it  has  eventually  been  found  that 
their  services  were  not  required.  Contributions  in 
aid  of  the  Institution  will  be  gladly  received  by  all 
bankers,  the  several  honorary  secretaries,  and  by 
Charles  Dibdin,  Esq.,  tho  Secretary  of  the  Institutions 
20,  Cliaring  Cross-road,  London- 


A  Chimook  salmon  of  an  entirely  now  variety 
has  been  caught  at  Clackamas,  Oregon.  Five 
varieties  come  into  these  streams,  but  this  fish  does 
not  belong  to  any  of  thorn. 
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The  sad  catastrophe  to  the  ill-starred  Star  of 
Hope  between  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  mouths  on  the 
morning  of  Dec.  "6,  when  on  scientific  work  in 
connection  with  the  Bay  of  Uig  Hatchery,  has 
been  the  all-engrossing  news  in  the  north  lately. 
Two  young  engineers  were  drowned  before  their 
fathers'  eyes,  and  the  scientist  from  the  hatchery  in 
charge  of  the  fish  tanks.    An  inquiry  is  to  be  held. 

The  recent  floods  have  greatly  damaged  the 
salmon  fishing  "  shots  "  on  more  than  one  estuary 
in  the  north.  The  Dee  in  particular  has  been 
examined,  and  it  will  take  a  good  few  hundreds  to 
put  it  in  working  order  again. 

The  Harbour  Board,  who  own  the  nettings  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Dee,  were  so  successful  among  the 
sea-trout  last  year  that  they  are  to  have  the  fore- 
shore cleared  of  boulders  to  facilitate  future 
operations.  ^^^^ 

Not  content  with  netting  about  £2000  worth  of 
sea-trout  (half  their  income)  with  the  ordinary 
average  stones  in  the  way,  they  are  to  clear  them 
out  so  as  to  double  their  catch.  However,  it  may 
be  their  undoing,  for  once  the  "  lies  "  are  gone  the 
fish  may  be  found  to  have  shifted,  too. 


The  famous  collection  of  relics,  guns,  fishing 
rods,  etc.,  of  the  late  Sir  William  Brooks  are  being 
brought  to  the  hammer  in  an  Aberdeen  sale  room. 
The  new  proprietor,  Mr.  Geo.  Coats,  has  a  large 
staff  of  workmen  on  the  ground,  and  Glen  Tana  is 
getting  a  thorough  overhaul. 

Mr.  Alistair  Cattanach,  son  of  Mr.  Cattanach, 
head  -  keeper  to  Cluny  Macpherson,  Inverness, 
trapped  a  golden  eagle  in  an  ordinary  fox  trap  one 
day  last  week.  It  was  secured  alive  after  some 
difficulty.  It  is  a  fine  specimen^  and  has  a  spread 
of  some  7ft. 


Pearl  fishers  on  tho  Don  and  Ythan  were  fairly 
lucky  last  season.  The  waters  were  all  in  their 
favour,  but  the  dirty  beds  were  much  against  tb  em. 

Two  millworkers  were  up  for  sniggering  on  the 
Don  last  week  at  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court,  and 
were  fined  £1  10s.  and  £1  15s.  respectively.  The 
men  were  caught  in  the  act,  and  being  mill  hariids 
they  had  every  chance  on  their  side  of  evading  the 
watchers. 


The  Aberdeen  Trout  Angling  Association  are 
trying  just  now  to  secure  additional  water  for  the 
benefit  of  their  members,  and  are  likely  to  succeed. 
At  least,  so  it  is  hoped,  for  they  are  a  fine  set  of 
fellows,  and  especially  good  to  strangers. 

Torr-na-Coille,  some  mile  or  so  out  of  Banchory,, 
has  just  been  sold  for  £1500.  It  is  to  be  converted 
into  a  first-class  angling  hotel  by  a  syndicate,  who 
will  make  considerable  alterations  and  up-to-date, 
improvements.  Spe(;ial  Scotch. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitot, 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


GRAYLING  IN  SCOTLAND. 
De.ik  Sir, — Referring  to  my  letter  of  Nov.  27, 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  2,  I 
was  more  than  pleased  to  read  your  kind  remarks 
thereon,  and  still  more  pleased  to  read  in  the 
Christmas  number  the  remarks  of  that  grayling 
authority  "  Halcyon,  "  in  his  article,  «'  Bait- Fishing 
for  Grayling,"  but  regret  to  read  in  the  same  issue 
the  article  "  Grayling  in  Scotland,"  by  Mr.  E.  M. 
Tod.  Perhaps  you  will  allow  mo  a  little  more  of 
your  valuable  space  in  which  to  reply  to  the  unfair 
remarks  of  your  correspondent,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  imf air, 
in  that  they  carry  an  innuendo  to  the  effect 
that  all  winter  grayling  fishers  in  Scotland  are  of  a 
pothunting  and  poaching  class — I  tlvink  all  unbiased 
anglers  will  agree  with  me  that  Mr.  Tod  has  gone 
too  far.  The  kind  of  men  that  we  meet  at  this  time 
of  the  year  on  the  Clyde  and  Tweed  are  hard- 
working, decent  miners,  ironworkers,  etc.,  who 
work  all  the  week  except  Saturday,  many  of  them 
working  Friday  night's  shift,  lea  ving  their  work  at 
6  a.m.  Saturday,  catching  the  first  traiin  Carlisle 
way,  and  enjoying  a  day's  grayling  fishing  like  keen, 
honest  sportsmen,  and  who  would  scorn  to  use 
salmon  roe,  or  take  a  trout  o\it  of  season.  I  have 
mixed  personally  with  those  men,  and  know 
what  I  state  is  perfectly  true.  What  position 
is  Mr.  Tod  in  to  know  anyt/iing  about  the 
grayling  angler  either  on  the  C^yde  or  Tweed? 
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According  to  his  own  statement  he  has  not  fished 
the  Clyde  for  44  years,  yet  because  he  knows  there 
are  men  about  the  Tweedside  who  fish  with  salmon 
roe  and  take  trout  out  of  season,  he  must  make  this 
one  of  his  greatest  arguments  against  the  grayling 
being  introduced  into  Scotland.  ■  • 

To  my  knowledge  there  is  bound  up  among  the 
Clyde  grayling  fishermen  an  unwritten  law  which 
proclaims  the  true  sportsmen,  just  as  much  as  there 
is  in  the  gentlemen  who  have  their  private  waters. 
The  Clyde  fishermen  protect  the  trout  during  the 
the  close  season,  as  it  is  principally  they  who  fish 
for  tho  trout  during  the  summer,  and  could  you 
have  a  better  bailiff  than  the  fishermen  themselves  ? 

Wo  all  admit  that  there  are  trout  hooked  when 
grayling  fishing,  but  this  is  not  so  bad  as  Mr.  Tod 
would  have  your  readers  believe.  When  one  is 
grayling  fishing  he'must  strike  very  quickly :  tho 
result  is,  when  unfortunately  a  trout  is  hooked,  it 
is  only  hooked  very  lightly,  and  very  little  damage 
is  done ;  again,  it  is  very  surprising  how  few  trout 
are  hooked ;  take  for  instance  Dec.  2  :  a  friend  of 
mine  was  fishing  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Clyde, 
and  killed  21  grayling;  not  once  did  he,  to  his 
knowledge,  hook  a  trout. 

How  any  remarks  made  by  me,  in  my  simple  pro- 
test, could  mystify  Mr.  Tod,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know. 
I  clearly  said  that  in  any  grayling  !  have  opened  I 
have  only  found  half-digested  Creeper,  or  what  is 
locally  called  the  Gager  (I  am  not  quite  certain  how 
this  word  is  spelt).  The  Creeper  referred  to  is  the 
larva  of  the  Stone  Fly,  which  is  known  on  the 
Clyde  and  the  Tweed  as  the  Gager,  and  which  ap- 
pears to  be,  with  the  fresh-water  snail,  the  natural 
food  of  the  grayling. 

I,  away  from  the  Clyde  and  Tweed,  have  never 
heard  the  Creeper  called  by  this  local  name,  Gager, 
neither  can  I  find  the  origin  of  the  word,  but  about 
this  time  two  years  ago  there  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  imder  the  name  of  "  Grayling  Fish- 
ing in  the  Clyde,"  an  article  in  which  the  said 
Gager  was  mentioned  and  described. 
•  Why  Mr.  Tod  mixes  up  salmon  roe  and  the  Gager, 
I  fail  to  see,  as  I,  like  him,  have  never  heard  the 
word  used  except  in  reference  to  the  Creeper  ;  so 
should  any  person  get  into  conversation  with  a 
communicative  fisher,  and  he  is  informed  that 
nothing  beats  the  Gager,  that  fisherman  is  kind 
enough  to  give  the  stranger  the  tip  that  the 
Creeper  is  the  best  bait  for  grayling,  and  does  not 
mean,  as  Mr.  Tod  suggests,  salmon  roe  disguised 
under  another  name.  Our  short-handle  landing 
nets  would  suggest  something  to  the  stranger — 
why  are  they  constructed  in  the  way  they  are,  and 
why  are  they  specially  made  with  a  very  smaU 
mesh  at  the  bottom  ?    It  is  to  catch  our  bait  with. 

We  are  deeply  indebted  to  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell 
and  to  all  those  who  assisted  him  to  protect  the 
trout ;  but  I  feel  certain  Sir  Herbert  himself  would 
trust  the  working-man  angler  to  protect  the  law  and 
their  own  interest  far  more  than  Mr.  Tod  would. 

Your  most  interesting  articles  by  "  Halcyon," 
"Brown  Owl,"  and  "  J.  D.  P.,"  that  appeared  in  the 
Christmas  number,  will  win  for  me,  I  think,  a  few 
more  friends  for  the  now  much  talked  of  grayling. 

Just  for  one  moment  let  me  refer  to  the  letter,  in 
the  issue  of  last  week,  signed  "  D.  H.,"  who  informs 
us  that  he  has  fished  the  Tay  for  the  la?t  thirty 
years,  and  he  does  not  think  the  grayling  a  desirable 
fish  for  that  river ;  he  also  says  there  is  no  winter 
fishing — if  this  is  so,  then  I  with  him  think  grayling 
should  not  have  been  introduced  (see  "  Halcj'on's  " 
article).  How  foolish  it  would  be  to  introduce 
grayling  into  a  river  frequented  by  summer  angling 
tourists  alone. 

The  grayling  during  the  summer  months  more  or 
less  protects  himself,  and  of  course  would  soon 
multiply  and  damage  the  trout  fishing.  Take  for 
instance  the  River  Gryffe  in  Renfrewshire ;  there 
are  plenty  of  grayling  in  this  beautiful  river.  Some 
time  ago  I  asked  permission  from  the  Bridge-of- 
Weir  Angling  Association  to  allow  me  during  the 
close  season  for  trout  to  fish  for  grayling.  I  was 
informed  that  I  could  not  fish  during  the  close 
season  for  trout ;  this  past  season  they  were  getting 
a  little  anxious  about  the  matter,  as  they  thought 
the  grayling  were  getting  too  plentiful,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  trout  season  this  year  they  had  a  com- 
petition for  grayling  alone,  which  was  a  most  enjoy- 
able day  to  all,  and  I  now  hear  they  are  going 
to  allow  the  members  to  fish  for  grayling  during 
the  winter  months.  If  this  is  §o,  the  Gryffe  will 
become  a  river  suitable  for  the  grayling,  and  I  feel 
certain  they  will  find  that  the  grayling  and  the 
trout  can  live  together  without  spoiling  any  sport. 
— Yours  truly,  A.  E.  IPorE. 

Glasgow. 


SALMON  SPINNING  QUERY. 
Deab  Sir, — During  the  past  salmon  peason  I 
have  been  much  troutiled  when  fishing  for  salmon 
with  the  Devon  minnow  by  the  reel  line  kinking. 
I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  any  of  your  numerous 
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readers  could  give  me  a  few  hints  as  to  how  to  avoid 
this  in  future.  I  have  tried  a  waterproof  line  of 
medium  thickness,  and  also  a  very  thin  silk  line. 
The  former  seem?  less  inclined  to  kink  than  the 
thin  silk  line,  but  does'^not  go  out  so  well  as  the 
thin  line.  Wlien  spinning  I  adopt  the  system  of 
letting  the  line  fall,  as  I  draw  it  in,  in  coils  at  my 
feet  in  the  water. 

A  light  lead  on  the  trace  tends  to  obviate  the 
nuisance,  but  spoils  the  neatness  of  the  cast,  and 
in  fairly  clear  water  might  frighten  the  salmon,  one 
would  think. 

Another  point  against  the  waterproof  (and  most 
dressed  lines)  is  that  the  waterproofing  wears 
gradually  off  with  shooting  through  the  rings,  and 
it  begins  to  not  rim  very  easily. 

If  this  could  bo  got  over,  I  am  inclined  to  think  a 
rather  thickish  line  (provided  it  would  shoot  easily 
through  the  rings)  would  bo  tho  best,  as  being  less 
liable  to  kink. 

^•Any  hints  on  the  subject  would  bo  much  appre- 
ciated.— Yours  truly.  Spinning. 
Whitby. 

f  [If  "  Spinning  "  does  not  use  a  lead,  I  fear  he 
will  always  have  more  or  less  difficulty  as  regards 
kinking,  even  with  several  swivels  well  oiled.  Some 
anglers  use  baits  with  reversible  fins,  so  that  you 
can  make  .the  bait  spin  to  the  right  or  the  left  on 
its  axis,  and  so  make  it  take  the  kink  out  by  re- 
versing the  spin  ;  but  it  is,  I  fear,  not  very  satis- 
factory in  practice.  A  small  dark  lead  hung  under 
the  trace  is  not  likely  to  scare  any  salmon  or  other 
fish  which  will  t.ike  an  artificial  spinning  bait.  In 
the  water  it  looks  like  a  minnow  fleeing  from  a 
small  trout,  and  I  believe  it  often  puts  a  fish  off 
its  guard. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND— ONLY  ONE 
OBJECTION. 

'  Dear  Sir, — 1  see  in  your  issue  of  Doc.  2,  under 
the  above  heading,  that  you  say  you  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  writer,,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  any  of  your  readers  who  are  looking  out 
for  good  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  I  should 
like  to  state  that  they  may  safely  place 
themselves  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Whitaker. 
He  is  the  son  of  a  J. P.,  and  well-known  ornithologist 
in  this  county.  He  served  through  most  of  the 
South  African  War  as  a  trooper  and  scout  in  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry,  and  earned  the  D.C.M.  He 
has  now  joined  two  friends  in  Canada  and  bought  a 
house  on  Grand  Lake.  They  are  now  adding  to 
their  house  (The  Bungalow)  and  fitting  it  up  for  the 
accommodation  of  fishermen,  doing  most  of  the  work 
themselves.  They  will  also  supply  guides  and  boats. 
I  have  had  many  reports,  and  on  Saturday  (Dec.  9) 
had  a  letter  which  mentions  the  large  number  of 
caribou  passing  near  the  Bungalow  on  their  winter 
navigation  south.  As  far  as  I  can  see  there  is  only 
one  objection,  and  that  you  speak  of  as  "  the  hum 
of  those  flies  across  the  Atlantic."  I  am  unfortu- 
nately too  old  to  sample  Grand  Lake,  which  is  some 
fifty  miles  long,— Yours  truly, 
^  Nottingham.  Thomas  Wright,  M.D. 



MR.  LEVY'S  25LB.  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — When  I  sent  you  the  information  of 
the  capture  of  Mr.  Levy's  261b.  pike,  I  did  not  seek 
to  make  out  of  it, a  cheap  advertisement  of  the 
tackle  it  was  caught  with,  but  as  Mr.  Hardy  seems 
to  want  publicity  of  the  tackle  used,  it  was  taken 
on  our  rod  and  line,  and  the  bait  was  the  good 
old  Wagtail.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
respectfully,  J.  Peek  and  Son. 


'  "BOBBING  FOR  TROUT." 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  article  in  your 
issue  of  Dec.  2,  under  the  above  title,  I  should  like  to 
ask  if  the  writer  would  be  so  good  as  to  give  some 
further  information  on  the  following  points.  First, 
as  to  striking  the  fish.  Does  he  advise  that  a  large 
trout,  when  taking  the  bobbing  fly,  ought  not  to  be 
struck  at  all  1  Secondly,  does  he  think  it  possible 
for  me  to  carry  out  "  bobbing  "  successfully  on  a 
small  stream  in  which  I  often  fish,  and  in  which  there 
are  some  large  trout,  but  on  the  banks  of  which 
there  are  few  or  no  trees  ?  The  account  of  it  reads 
BO  exciting  that,  if  possible,  I  should  much  like  to 
try  that  "  sort  of  fishing." — Yours  truly, 

A  Fisherwoman. 

i:^   

f  GUM  OF  IVY. 

Dear  Sir, — ^Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  through 
your  columns  what  gum  ivy  water  is  ?  It  is  used 
m  roach  paste  ft)r  bait. — Yours  truly,  Novice. 

Bolton,  LancB. 

[I  believe  it  is  made  by  pressing  the  jui(!e  out  of 
ivy  berries.  It  ia  supposed  to  attract  some  fish. 
—Ed.] 


SEA  FISHING  AT  FILEY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  bo  much  "obliged  if  any 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Oazetle  could  give  me  any 
information  as  to  Filey  in  Yorkshire  being  a  suitable 
place  to  obtain  fair  sea  fishing  about  the  middle  of 
June.  Is  fair  sport  to  be  had  fishing  from  the  rocks, 
etc.  ?  Should  be  glad  of  any  hints  as  to  kinds  of 
fish  to  be  expected  there,  and  also  as  to  the  fishing 
(other  than  fly  fishing). — Yours  truly, 

Nottingham  Reel. 

A  NEW  CREEL— "THE  CRESCENT." 

Dear  Sir, — I  venture  to  submit  some  "  home 
made "  articles  as  indispensable  as  they  are  in- 
separable to  a  fisherman's  outfit,  and  I  invito  your 
criticism  thereon. 

In  contour  the  "  Crescent "  creel  ia  the  embodi- 
ment of  neatness,  inasmuch  as  it  ia  light,  handy, 
compact,  capacious,  strong,  and  durable.  It  will 
bear  sitting  upon,  editorially  or  otherwise,  nay,  you 
may  stand  or  oven  jump  upon  it  with  impunity, 
providing  you  are  not  of  Daniel  Lambert  propor- 
tions. No  wicker-worked  creel  over  invented  will 
stand  such  a  severe  test.  Wicker  creels  are 
frequently  under  repair,  gathering  slime  and  dirt, 
and  in  these  respects  are  a  perpetual  nuisance. 
The  "  Crescent"  creel  obviates  all  that,  it  will  last 
a  lifetime  with  ordinary  care  ;  moreover,  it  fits  the 
back  as  neatly  as  a  glove  tho  hand,  and  does 'not 
roll  about  from  side  to  side  like  a  wicker  basket — 
a  workman  every  inch  of  it :  note  the  double  lid  and 
hinges  thereon,  clips  for  reel,  disgorger,  and  net 
carrier,  all  specially  designed  for  the"C.  C,"  and 
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the  most  is  made  of  space.  It  will  hold  201b.  of 
trout,  and  the  fish  are  not  deformed,  but  preserved 
shapely  and  fresh  as  when  caught,  inasmuch  as 
they  lie  full  length,  and  the  parching  influences  of 
hot  air  are  excluded.  Anglers  pride  themselves  on 
showing  friends  their  Catches,  and,  needless  to  say, 
condition  is  everything. 

Re  Reel  Clip. — Place  the  reel  in  position  before 
going  on  an  angling  trip,  it  will  be  there  when 
wanted,  and  if  replaced  after  use,  will  be  there 
when  not  wanted,  facts  that  prove  the  clip's  prac- 
tical utility,  no  dirty  slimy  reel  to  cleanse  when  you 
arrive  home,  a  fair  start,  and  agreeable_finish. 

Re  Net  Carrier. — Slide  the  net  home,  cant  it  over 
behind  the  back,  and  it  is  out  of  the  way — never 
gets  between  the  angler's  legs  ;  it  is  easily  geta table, 
and  doesn't  fall  out  of  its  rest. 

Re  Pike  Flights. — The  single  hook  -method  is 
closely  followed,  simple  as  effective,  they  rarely 
miss,  and  can  be  used  in  weedy  placjs  where 
trebles  would  be  a  nuisance ;  moreover,  they  can 
be  reversed  and  used  for  spinning. 

Re  Spoon. — There  are  no  loose  hooks  flying  about 
to  catch  in  weeds,  the  single  hook  being  soldered  to 
the  spoon  at  the  point  makes  it  compact,  neat;  and 
workmanlike :  hook  and  spoon  spin  together,  an 
attractive  and  deadly  bait. 

Last,  but  not  least,  comes  "Smiler."  It  is  a 
"plain  looking  stick"  like  the  "B.  B.,"  but  a 
demon  to  "  go."  Patent  applied  for. — Yours  truly, 
The  Boston  Bittern. 


FISHING  IN  THE  WYE  (DERBYSHIRE). 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  W.  Ogden's  inquiry 
re  the  above  fishing,  it  is  needful  for  gentlemen 
to  stay  either  at  the  Rutland  Arms  Hotel,  Bake- 
well,  or  at  the  Peacock  Hotel,  Rowsley.  Then  no 
charge  is  made  for  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

Matlock  Bath.  Jas.  Henstock. 


THE  BADEN-POWELL  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you,  or  any  of  your  readers, 
kindly  let  me  know  through  the  medium  of  your 
columns  the  tying  of  the  Baden-Powell  salmon 
flies,  and  oblige,  yours  truly,  W.  M.  R. 


CARP-BREAM  WANTED  FOR  RESTOCKING. 

Dear  Sir, — My  committee  are  contemplating 
some  restocking,  but  find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  tho  fish  they  require  for  the  purpose — 
namely,  carp-bream — and  they  would  feel  much 
obliged  if  you  could  offer  a  suggestion  as  to  whore 
they  would  be  likely  to  obtain  them. 

I  might  state  that  we  placed  an  order  for  a  first 
consignment  somej  weeks  back  with  one  of  your 
advertisers,  but  he  is  not  able  to  execute  it. 

If  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can  offer  us  a 
suggestion  it  will  be  greatly  esteemed  by  yours 
truly,  Thos.  S.  Jackson,  Secretary. 

Leicester  Angling  Society. 


"LARGE  SCOTS  TROUT  AND  SALMON  OP 
1906." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  much  interested  in  Mr. 
C.  J.  H.  Cassels'  summarised  notes  in  the  Fishing 
Oazetle  of  Dec.  9  on  specimen  ^  Scots  salmon  and 
trout  killed  during  this  season.  I  observe  that  in 
referring  to  the  Tweed  he  states  that  last  year 
(that  is,  1904)  the  heaviest  rod  killed  Scots  fish  was 
taken  on  the  Floors  water,  and  weighed  471b.  He 
furthermore  states  that  this  fish  is  the  largest  that 
has  fallen  to  an  angler  in  that  river  for  several  years. 

May  I  inform  him  that  a  fish  of  47Jlb.  was  got 
on  the  Hendersyde  water  in  the  back-end  of  1904. 
If  Mr.  Cassels  would  care  for  particulars,  allow  me 
to  refer  him  to  tho  keeper,  William  Tait,  Eden- 
mouth  Cottage,  Sprouston. — Yours  truly, 

F.  Archer  Gillies. 


A  FINE  194LB.  SKATE. 
Dear  Sir, — We  have  just  received  the  enclosed 
from  a  member  of  the  British  Sea  .\nglors'  Society, 
fishing  at  Ballycotton  (Ireland).  Tho  line  used  was 
ono  of  our  "Alpha"  cable-laid  lines.  Enclo -.ed 
please  find  sample  of  same. — Yours  truly, 
A.  W.  Gamage,  Ltd., 

pro.  D.  A.  CooMBE. 
Copy  of  Letter. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  the 
sea  line  you  recommended  me  has  proved  its  worth. 
Amongst  other  large  fish,  I  to-day  landed  a  fine 
skate  weighing   1941b. — I  think  the  largest  fish 
caught  with  rod  and  line  in  this  country.    He  wa? 
a  very  wild  fish,  and  gave  me  great  sport  for  half 
an  hour.    I  enclose  a  portion  of  the  line,  and  would 
thank  you  for  the  name  of  it. — Yours  truly, 
"  Dec.  2."  J.  N.  Hearn  (B.S.A.S.). 

DRESSINGS  FOR  LINES— SEA  FISHING 
PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 

De.ar  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  advise  me  as  to  dressing  a  sea- 
fishing  line.  I  use  a  plaited  flax  line  green,  and  find 
that  it  freiq'tiently  sticks  on  the  reel.  Would 
"  Gishiu-stine  "  answer  the  purpose  without  injur j'  to 
the  line  ?  Also,  is  there  any  facility  for  obtaining 
fishing  tickets  from  Lancashire  to  Yarmouth  or 
Lowestoft  as  a  member  B.S.A.A.,  or  otherwise  ? — 
Yours  truly.  East  Coast  Fisher. 


FISHING  IN  THE  RODING. 
Dear  Sir, — T  notice  in  the  "  List  of  Station? 
available  to  London  Anglers  by  Privilege  Tickets  " 
the  following  :  Blake  Hall,  Chigwell  Lane,  Epping, 
Lough  ton,  North  Weald,  Ongar,  and  Theydon  Bois. 
Any  information  that  you  or  j'our  readers  can  give 
me  with  regard  to  these  places  will  ba  very  much 
appreciated. — Yours  truly,     E.  Ellis-Simpson. 

"ST.  LEONARDS  SEA  ANGLERS." 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  special  general  meeting  to 
consider  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  adopting 
a  more  distinctive  title,  in  view  of  the  registration 
of  this  club  with  the  National  Council  of  Sea 
Anglers  next  January,  it  was  resolved  that  in 
future  the  title  of  the  club  should  be  the  "  St. 
Leonards  Sea  Anglers." — Yours  truly, 

Arthur  F.  Stiles,  Hon.  Sec. 
St.  Leonards  Sea  Anglers. 

(Late  West  Pier  Angling  Association.) 

PARTICULARS  OF  EMPLOYMENT  IN  NEW 
ZEALAND  AND  CANADA  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  correspondents  could  give  me  some  informa- 
tion as  to  where  particulars  of  any  employment 
offering  in  either  New  Zealand  or  Canada  could  be 
obtained.  A  friend  of  mine  is  contemplating  the 
fir.st-namod,  but  is,  I  understand,  without  definite 
knowledge  on  the  subject. — Yours  truly, 

IroH  Blue. 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Death  of  a  Grand  Old  English  Sportsman— The 
late  Mr.  George  Rooper. 

Although  I  get  the  Times  every  morning,  I  do 
not  always  have  time  to  go  through  that  'wonderful 
journal,  so  I  somehow  missed  seeing  the  account  of 
the  death  of  my  old  friend  Mr.  George  Eooper  in 
the  Times  of  Dec.  11,  written  by  our  mutual  friend, 
Mr.  Henry  Ffennell.  Although  he  was  in  his  ninety- 
fourth  year,  Mr.  Rooper,  beyond  a  slight  deafness, 
enjoyed  wonderful  health — in  fact,  he  was  away 
trout  fishing  in  the  Hebrides  last  summer,  and  had 
been  to  Lake  Vymwy  previously.  I  had  correspon- 
dence with  him  for  over  twenty  years,  and  occasional 
visits  from  him  or  to  him,  which  I  shall  always 
remember  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  Rooper  was  very  strong  in  his  likes  and 
dislikes,  and  somewhat  over-ready  to  take  offence 
where  none  was  intended  ;  but  it  would  not  be  easy 
to  find  a  more  honourable,  straightforward  English 
gentleman — he  always  had  the  courage  of  his 
opinions.  Salmon  fishing  was  his  chief  delight,  but 
he  was  always  ready,  as  he  once  told  me,  for  the 
next  best  he  could  get. 

Mr.  George  Rooper,  who  died  on  Sunday,  Dec.  3, 
at  his  residence,  Nascott  House,  Watford,  in  his 
ninety-fourth  year,  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Richard  Rooper,  formerly  rector  of  Abbots  Ripton, 
Hunts,  and  grandson  of  Mr.  John  Rooper,  of 
Berkhamsted  f^astle,  the  family  seat  of  the  Roopers, 
granted  to  them  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  for 
meritorious  service  to  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Rooper  went  to  Watford  in  18.50,  and  has 
been  closely  connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
town  ever  since.  He  took  a  leading  part  in  the 
formation  of  the  district  of  St.  Andrews,  and  in 
the  building  of  the  church,  of  which  he  was  trustee 
and  a  liberal  supporter.  Mr.  Rooper  was  also 
trustee  of  the  Di.strict  Hospital,  where  he  was  a 
frequent  visitor,  taking  fruit  and  flowers  for  the 
inmateg ;    the  hospital  owed  much  in  its  early 


struggles  to  his  support.  He  was  formerly  a 
member 'of  the  firm  of  Rooper  and  Whately,  of 
Lincoln's  Inn-fields,  and  for  many  years  was  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Herts.  Both 
as  a  sportsman  and  naturalist  Mr.  Rooper  was  well 
known  ;  in  formsr  days  in  Sussex  and  latterly  in 
this  county.  To  the  age  of  eighty-four,  with  the 
O.B.H.  and  other  packs,  he  was  a  well-known  figure 
and  a  hard  rider.  To  the  very  end  of  his  life  he 
was  the  keenest  of  fishermen,  and  an  accurate 
observer  of  the  habits  of  birds,  beasts,  and  fishes. 
.4s  lately  as  July  last  he  was  fishing  in  the  Hebrides. 
He  frequently  contributed  papers  to  the  Hertford- 
shire Natural  History  Society,  and  -wrote  several 
excellent  books  on  sport  and  the  habits  of  animals, 
the  best  known  of  which  are  "  The  Autobiography 
of  Salmo  Salar,"  "  The  Tale  of  a  Fox,"  and  "  Bal- 
sover  Forest." 

On  Thursday,  Dec.  7,  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
presence  of  his  sons  and  daughters  and  a  large 
gathering  of  his  many  friends  and  relations  in  the 
Parish  Churchyard  at  Hove,  Sussex,  by  the  side  of 
his  wife  and  his  father  and  mother. 

Mr.  H.  Ffennell,  in  the  Times,  Dec.  11,  1905, 
says  :  "  The  announcement  in  the  Times  of  Tuesday 
last  of  the  death,  in  his  ninety-fourth  year,  of  Mr. 


Frank  Buckland  and  (icorge  Rooper  were  discussing 
controversial  questions  are  not  likely  to  forget  tho 
fervent  earnestness  in  which  each  disputant  upheld 
his  opinion.  Mr.  Rooper's  views  as  to  the-  man'^ge- 
ment  of  the  salmon  fisheries  were  sound,  practical, 
and  far-reaching.  Although  very  keen  on  hunting 
and  shooting,  he  was  fonder,  perhaps,  of  salmon 
fishing  than  of  any  other  sport.  During  the  latter 
portion  of  his  life  he  was  constantly  to  be  seen  on 
some  English,  Irish,  or  Scotch  river  or  lake.  A 
comparatively  short  time  ago,  when  in  his  ninety- 
third  year,  he  wrote  to  me  to  say  he  had  been  up 
away  in  the  Hebrides.  '  Wc  had  not  a  shower  for 
three  weeks,  but  never  mind,  I  shall  try  again,  but 
in  July  instead  of  October.  It  is  a  grand  country  at 
all  events.'  Although  Mr.  Rooper  was  a  skilled  and 
hard-working  salmon  fisher,  he  often  regretted  the 
fact  that  he  never  landed  '  a  monster.'  In  his 
younger  days  he  owned  the  Ballycrag  river  in 
Connemara  from  mouth  to  source,  and  frequently 
alluded  in  his  writings  to  that  famous  little  river." 

Mr.  Rooper's  writings  included  "  The  Auto- 
biography of  the  Late  Salmo  Salar,  Esq."  (18G7), 
"  Flood,  Field,  and  Forest,"  1869  (this  went  into 
several  editions),  "  Thames  and  Tweed "  (1870) 
(this  also  went  through  several  editions),  "  A  Month 


George  Rooper,  at  his  residence,  Nascott  House, 
Watford,  marks  the  passing  away  of  a  familiar 
figure  who  frequently  was  a  welcome  visitor  to  the 
celebrated  house  in  Albany-street,  Regent's  Park, 
where  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland  was  wont  to 
entertain  at  one  time  or  another  all  sorts  and  con- 
ditions of  men  more  or  less  celebrated  in  what  might 
be  called  the  fishing  and  natural  history  world  of 
his  day.  Mr.  George  Rooper  was  among  the  more 
noted  -and  appreciated  guests.  Mr.  Buckland  fre- 
quently expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Rooper 
wrote  '  the  best  book  on  the  subject  that  ever  was 
written.'  This  remark  referred  to  '  The  Auto- 
biography of  Salmo  Salar,  Esquire,'  which,  I 
think,  first  appeared  in  Macmillan's  Magazine,  and 
afterwards  appeared  in  book  form.  Mr.  Rooper 
was  an  observing  naturalist,  and  held  very  strong 
opinions  on  various  matters  connected  with  salmon 
fishing  questions.  To  the  very  last  he  was  steadfast 
in  the  belief  that,  although  '  doubtless  the  young 
salmon  is  a  parr,'  there  is  another  distinct  parr 
whi(;h  frequents  our  rivers  and  streams.  He  wrote 
much  on  fishery  questions,  and  when  speaking  on 
matters  connected  with  the  conservancy  of  our 
waters,  he  put  forward  his  views  with  debating 
power  remarkable  for  its  vigour  and  clearness. 
Those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  present  when 


in  Mayo,"  1876.  In  1902  he  contributed  to 
Longman  s  Magazine  some  singularly  graphic 
sketches  of  English  country  life  in  days  gone  by. 

"After"  a  Tv^enty-Pounder. 

"  De.ui  Mk.  Marston, — ily  friend  has  promised 
me  the  pass  for  next  Thursday,  Dec.  14,  will  that 
suit  you  '?  I  ■will  get  live-bait  and  meet  you  at 
Barnes  Station.  Don't  forget  to  wear  boots  ivith 
sharp  studs."  So  \\TOte  3Ir.  Percy  C.  Hunt  to 
me  recently,  and  as  he  had  caught  a  grand  brace 
of  pike  only  a  week  or  two  ago,  one  of  131b.  and 
one  of  201b.,  I  was  only  too  pleased  to  accept  an 
opportunity  to  help  him,  as  hs  put  it,  "  land  the 
grandfather  of  the  20-poimder."  On  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  Boat  Race  days  I  have  often,  when 
walking  along  the  bank  of  the  Thames  at  Barnes 
Elms,  M-ondered  if  there  was  'any  fishing  in  the 
Tv'isirvoir  by  the  river.  Since  then  I  had  heard  of 
Mr.  Amphlett's  good  sport  there,  and  ilr.  Hunt's 
recent  record  sent  Barnes  up  in  my  estimation 
considerably ;  I  was  agi'eeably  surprised  to  find  that 
there  are  three  or  four  very  fine  sheets  of  water. 
Ten  minutes'  walk  from  the  main  road — say  fifteen 
from  Barnes'-  famous  Isuspension  bridge — brought 
us  to  the  artificial  lake  where  Mr.  Hunt  had  caught 
his  fish,  where  there  was  a  good  flow  of  water  out 
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of  one  lake  into  another.  While  we  were  putting 
our  rods  together,  Mr.  Hunt  told  me  how  after 
fishing  for  an  hour  or  so  without  a  run  he  saw  his 
float  give  a  bob  or  two,  and  then  disappear  with 
that  sudden  dive  which  a  pike  angler  loves  to  see ; 
he  was  fishing  some  twenty-five  yards  or  so  from 
the  bank,  and  directly  he  struck  the  fish  it  went  off 
with  a  grand  rush  towards  the  middle  of  the  lake, 
and  fought  so  well  that  it  was  near  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  before  he  could  get  a  sight  of  it.  The 
water  then  was  4ft.  or  5ft.  lower  than  when  we 
fished  it,  and  I  vmderstood  why  he  had  suggested 
sharp  studs  in  boots,  for  the  sides  of  the  reservoir 
are  like  this — 

A 


B 


C 


A  is  top  of  bank  ;  B  water  level  when  we  fished  ; 
C  water  level  when  Mr.  Hunt  caught  his  fish.  The 
studs  are  wanted  for  the  slanting,  slippery  bit  of 
brickwork  between  B  and  C.  For  chance  of  sport, 
I  should  prefer  a  low  level  in  deep  reservoirs, 
though  high  water  makes  more  comfortable  fishing, 
as  you  can  cast  from  the  grass  at  A.  Mr.  Hunt 
managed  to  get  bis  big  fish  into  a  landing-net 
only  about  1ft.  in  diameter — fortunately  it  was  a 
good  deep  one.  Personally,  I  should  feel  safer  with  a 
gaff,  as  if  any  hook  catches  in  the  net  near  the 
ring  as  you  put  it  over  the  fish's  head,  there  is  not 
much  chance  of  getting  any  more  of  him  in.  How- 
ever, after  a  real  good  fight  Mr.  H.  grassed  his  fish, 
which  Mr.  Cooper,  prince  of  fish  preservers,  is  setting 
up.  I  must  say  that  I  infinitely  prefer  an  actual 
specimen  to  any  cast — there  is  nothing  like  the 
real  thing,  which  made  your  heart  beat  faster  every 
time  it  tore  the  line  off  the  reel.  Almost  in  the 
same  spot  Mr.  Hunt  got  his  13lb.  fish  an  hour 
later.  Curiously  enough,  it  -was  his  first  day's 
fishing  there,  and  five  or  six  subsequent  visits  have 
been  as  blank  as  our  day  proved  to  be. 

Messrs.  Wyees'  "  Mirror  "  Dead-bait  Spinner- 
It  Was  a  measly  day — gloomy,  and  with  a  thin 
fog,  which  made  objects  across  the  water  all  indis- 
tinct. Mr.  H.  is  an  adept  at  casting  ■  from  the 
Nottingham  reel,  and  soon  had  a  lively  Thames 
dace  well  out  towards  the  tail  of  the  stream  rushing 
in  from  the  reservoir  above.  I  put  a  dead-bait  on 
one  of  Messrs.  Wyers'  excellent  "  Mirror  "  spinners 
with  extra  large  and  flat  spinning  fans.  I  must 
say  I  thought  at  first  they  were  too  large,  but  now 
I  prefer  them  to  any  other,  and  believe  they  not 
only  give  a  good  spin  in  dead  water  when  pulled 
slowly  but  can  also  be  seen  by  pike  at  a  greater 
distance  than  spinners  with  smaller  fins.  I  cast 
from  the  reel  for  two  or  three  hours,  and  the  bait 
was  as  good  as  when  I  began. 

Pleasant  Hobbies — and  Useful. 
Turning  to  look  at  some  anglers  who  were  fishing 
the  other  reservoirs — for  we  were  fishing  near  the 
corner  of  three — I  saw  a  lady  coming  along. 
It  turned  out  to  be  Mrs.  Hunt,  who,  evidently 
anticipating  that  we  had  had  no  bites,  very  kindly 
gave  us  an  excellent  opportunity  of  having  some. 
Next  to  pike  and  perch  fishing,  Mr.  Hunt's  hobby 
is  rose  growing,  and.  when  he  won  the  five-guinea  cup 
given  hy  the  president  of  his  club,  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society,  for  the  largest  pike  taken  from 
the  Thames  during  the  season  (H  lb.), last  year  that 
gentleman  was  inspired  to  let  it  take  the  shape  of 
a  silver  rose  bowl.  I  mention  this  because  Mrs. 
Hunt  now  thinks  there  is  more  in  angling  than 
meets  the  eye,  and  the  tip  may  be  usoful  to  other 
anglers  who  find  more  attraction  in  week-end  fishing 
excursions  than  their  much  better  halves  can 
always  see.  Beyond  having  our  dace  attacked  by 
perch  we  did  nothing,  but  ev(^n  blank  days  pass 
away  too  quickly.    The  pike  fishing  in  these  reser- 


voirs is  evidently  an  off-chance  affair.  One  angler 
told  us  he  had  tried  for  them  at  least  twenty 
days  and  not  had  a  run  even.  We  saw  him  take 
some  nice  perch  on  worm,  and  perch  up  to  nearly 
31b.  have  been  taken,  and  on  Saturday  (Dec.  9)  a 
pike  of  161b.  ;  as  already  noted,  Mr.  Amphlett 
had  five  good  fish  on  one  occasion. 

A  Good  Artificial  Feog. 

Mr.  Wm.  Shakespeare,  Junior,  an  American  fishing- 
tackle  maker,  about  whose  new  "  level  winding  " 
reel  I  shall  have  something  to  say  presently,  sent  me 
recently  the  best  artificial  frog  I  have  ever  seen: 
it  is  made  of  wood,  with  rubber  legs  on  springs 
which  move  in  a  very  frog-like  way  as  you  pull  it 
through  the  water ;  it  is  weighted  so  that  it  always 
swims  right  side  up.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
it  would  kill  both  pike  and  chub,  and  you  can  cast 
it  in  the  same  way  as  a  spinning  bait  is  cast,  or  in  the 
small  sizes  overhead  like  a  big  fly.  The  way  to  use 
it  is  to  cast  it  out,  then  pull  it  for  a  foot  or  so,  which 
causes  the  legs,  which  are  set  almost  at  right  angles, 
to  draw  back  so  the  feet  touch  behind,  then  as 
you  stop  they  spread  out  again.  For  shallow,  weedy 
lakes  and  streams  it  would  be  irresistible,  as  it 
keeps  near  the  surface,  and,  in  fact,  looks  just 
like  a  frog  striking  out  for  the  bank.  American 
anglers  use  green  frogs  in  bass  fishing,  so  this  is 
green  with  white  belly — for  our  waters  a  nice 
mottled  yellow  fellow  would  be  more  natural. 
There  are  two  single  hooks  carried  under  the  legs. 
I  must  get  Mr.  Shakespeare  to  send  me  one  or  two 
small  yellow  ones  to  use  when  the  2in.  to  Sin.  frogs 
make  the  chub's  mouth  water  in  June. 

Dressings  which  Rot  Lines. 

Mr.  Hunt  said  nothing,  but  he  must  have  thought 
a  lot,  when  he  saw  me  putting  my  line  on  my  rod. 
I  had  foolishly  brought  only  one  line,  &nd  when  I 
came  to  put  it  through  the  rings  and  pull  off  a  few- 
yards  I  satv  tile  coils  of  another  line  of  a  different 
colour  below,  and  only  then  I  remembered  that 
when  I  was  pike  fishing  with  that  fine  old  sports- 
man, both  with  rod  and  gun,  Mr.  F.  S.  Perkin. 
last  February,  I  had  pulled  off  and  then  cut  off 
and  given  him  .50yds.  or  so  of  one  of  Mr.  Malloch's 
"  Kingfisher  "  spinning  lines  with  hearty  recom- 
mendations. I  hope  he  will  get  some  big  pike  on 
it  in  Shropshire  this  season,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
I  wished  it  was  on  my  reel,  for  when  I  came  to  the 
old  line  to  which  it  had  been  fastened  I  found  it 
was  perfectly  rotten.  The  dres?ing  was  one  of 
those  old  boiled  oil  and  litharge  mixtures,  which 
sooner  or  later  rot  the  silk,  and  it  broke  with  the 
least  strain,  and  I  was  reduced  to  some  SOyds.  of 
the  "  Kingfisher."  So  if  I  had  got  hold  of  a 
20-pounder  like  Mr.  Hunt's  lively  fish,  I  should 
have  probably  been  in  ths  same  predicament  as 
some  previous  angler,  whose  30yd.  or  40yd.  line  I 
fished  up  with  mine  when  fishing  w  ith  ledger  tackle 
later  in  the  day.  I  was  winding  in  when  there  was 
some  unexpected  resistance,  and  Mr.  Hunt  said, 
"  I  should  not  wonder  if  you  have  fouled  some- 
body's line,"  and  sure  enough  that  was  "  so,"  as 
our  American  friends  saj'.  I  gues.s  it  was  his  line, 
only  he  would  not  own  to  it. 

I  headed  these  "  notes "  "  After  a  Twenty- 
Pound'^r  "  because  I  owe  that  plucky  fish  not  only 
a  very  pleasant  da  v's  fishing  but  also  for  introducing 
me  to  vet  another  good  and  keen  angler,  whos3 
yarns  about  sport  made  a  bleak  December  day  fly 
quickly  away.  I  was  glad  to  find  that  he  agrees  with 
me  that  blank  pike-fishing  days  are  caused  by  the 
ostrich-like  habit  of  the  pikes — they  bury  their 
snouts  in  the  mud  to  avoid  temptation. 

Jamaica  Tarpon. 

Major  Hutton  sends  me  as  a  Christmas  card  a 
beautiful  tarpon  scale  from  Kingstown,  Jamaica. 
It  is  evidently  from  a  good-sized  fish,  as  it  measures 
2iin,  by  3in."  R.  B.  Marston. 


I  WAS  walking  by  the  banks  of  a  river  in  the 
west  of  Ireland  with  my  gun  and  favourite  pointer 
bitch,  Lassie,  when  she  came  to  a  point  opposite 
some  rushes,  but  failed  to  flush  anything.  Judge 
of  my  surprise  when  on  looking  over  the  rushes  I 
saw  a  large  pike  basking  in  the  sun.  I  tried  to  call 
the  bitch  off,  but  she  refused  to  move.  Thinking  I 
should  like  to  have  a  try  for  the  fish,  I  went  and 
fetched  my  rod,  and  after  the  third  cast  liooked  and 
landed  a  beauty  of  18Ub.  The  dog  wouldn't  leave 
the  fish  all  the  way  home.  It  was  only  when  we 
cut  open  Mr.  Pike  and  found  a  fine  young  wild 
duck  in  its  inside 'that  the  mystery  was  solved.  I 
had  many  offers  for  Las.sie,  but  a  dog  with  n.  nose 
like  that  is  worth  tor(s  of  n)oney. — 1.  I.  I. 
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Places  where  the  Various  Methods  of 
taking"  Fish  are  in  Practice. 

Dartmouth. — Dartmouth  is  a  fine  deep  harbour, 
and  sea  fish  enter  it  in  large  numbers.  Mackerel 
are  found  in  it,  and  whiting- pout,  and  also  small 
whiting  late  in  autumn  ;  outside,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Mewstone,  Blackstone,  and  other  rocks, 
poUack  may  be  taken,  also  at  and  just  inside  the 
East  Ledge  Buoy  and  Homestone.  With  living 
sand-eels  from  Slapton  good  sport  has  been  obtained 
at  Dartmouth.  Bass-fishing  has  deteriorated  much 
for  some  years,  they  are  not  extinct,  although 
much  diminished  in  quantity.  Pollack  are  taken 
by  trailing  or  whiffing  at  Kingsmere  Point  20yds. 
or  more  from  the  rocky  shore  and  along  the  Castle 
Ledge,  marked  by  a  buoy;  also  along  the  rocky 
west  shore,  and  round  the  Wast  Blackstone.  A 
mile  and  a  half  up  the  river  beyond  Dartmouth  is 
a  large  rock  having  a  beacon  on  it,  named  the  Anchor 
Stone.  The  deep  water  channel  is  to  the  right. 
A  few  good  pollack  can  sometimes  be  here  taken, 
and  shoa's  of  moderately-sized  bass  are  sometimes 
seen.  Trial  can  be  made  here  when  weather  is  not 
suitable  for  fishing  outside  the  harbour.  At  the 
inner  part  of  the  Mewstone  several  rocks  above 
water  jut  out  to  the  westward  ;  here  the  shoals  of 
bass  are  found  on  the  flood  tide  ;  on  the  ebb  they 
frequent  the  north-east  side  of  this  rock.  Two- 
thirds  of  a  mile  more  east  is  the  Eastern  Blackstone; 
much  frequented  by  shoals  of  bass  ;  you  will  see 
the  gulls  hovering  when  fish  are  abundant.  During 
the  summer  and  autumn  months,  good  fishing  for 
poUack,  bass,  or  mackerel  has  often  been  had  by 
bringing  the  boat  up,  on  the  ebb,  about  fifteen 
yards  inside  and  abreast  of  this  rock,  and  fishing 
with  drift  lines  and  living  sand-eel  bait.  When  the 
mackerel  are  plentiful  they  will  take  pilchard  gut 
well  on  a  light  line  inside  the  harbour.  Mussels  for 
ground-fishing  at  a  shilling  a  basket  are  obtained 
from  Dittisham  men,  who  bring  them  in  their  boats 
to  the  upper  New  Ground  steps,  generally  in  the 
afternoon  in  summer.  A  mile  and  a  half  outside  the 
harbour,  abreast  of  Blackpool  Beach,  there  is  whiting 
and  other  ground-fishing  ;  but  the  chief  ground  is 
in  the  offing,  the  harbour  entrance  north,  north  by 
east,  or  north  by  west,  and  Prawle  Point,  just  open 
of  the  Start.  Fish  at  neap  tides.  Scarcely  any 
whiting  fishing  until  middle  of  July.  This  fishing- 
ground  extends  many  miles.  Pollack  at  ebb  tide 
at  Kingswear  jetty.  Ragworms  chiefly  used  at 
Dartmouth  for  pollack. 

Slapton  Lake. — Jack  and  Perch  Fishing. — This 
lea  or  lake  is  five  miles  by  sea  from  Dartmouth,  and 
between  it  and  the  sea  is  a  comfortable  inn,  the 
Sand's  Hotel,  the  landlord  of  which  keeps  boats  on 
the  lake,  and  supplies  tackle  and  bait  to  visitors. 
In  the  neighbouring  Start  Bay  all  the  usual  sea 
fishing  is  attainable,  and  large  quantities  of  sand- 
eels  are  taken  in  nets  by  the  fishermen,  which  would 
afford  opportunity  to  try  them  alive,  as  bait  for 
sea  fishing.  Ste^m  yachts  from  Dartmouth,  calling 
at  Slapton  for  sand-eel  Ijait,  have  had  good  pollack 
fishing  at  the  Start.  Teignmouth,  Paignton,  and 
this  are  the  last  places  on  the  coast,  I  believe,  where 
nets  are  kept  for  the  purpose,  in  Devon.  Although 
so  plentiful,  they  are  not  used  alive,  but  dead,  and 
for  whiting  catching.  Slapton  is  one  of  the  most 
eligible  stations  on  the  coast  for  a  visitor,  embracing 
both  salt  and  freshwater  fishing  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  each  other,  and  a  fine  beach  several  miles 
in  extent,  with  good  sea  bathing.  In  the  small 
brooks  near,  some  trout  are  found.  The  hotel  at 
Torcross  has  been  well  spoken  of  by  visitors.  A 
new  lake  for  pike,  psrch,  and  rudd  has  been  created 
at  Torcross,  where  good  sport  is  also  obtained. 

Start  Point. — There  is  good  angling  for  pollack  in 
Start  Cove,  and  whiting-pollack,  etc.,  are  to  be 
caught  near  the  Start  Point  and  rocks,  and  near 

*  This  series  commenced  on  Nov.  25,  1905.  Our 
sea-fishing  readers  who  can  correct  any  errors  in 
the.se  sea-fishing  notes  will  greatly  oblige  by  doing 
so. — Ed.  • 
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Peartree  Head  and  its  insulated  rocks,  and  over  the 
foul  ground  extending  to  Prawle  Point. 

1 1  Salcombe  Harbour  affords  mackerel  and  pollack, 
which  are  also  found  in  the  Range  or  roadstead  out- 
side ;  smelts,  mullet,  and  bass  are  plentiful.  Half- 
way up  to  Kingsbridge  on  the  right  is  the  Salstone 
Rock,  close  to  which,  fishing  from  half  flood  until 
high  water  spring  tides,  myself  and  friends  have 
taken  from  a  few  up  to  thirty  bass  at  a  time, 
running  up  to  6lb.  each.  Bait,  living  sand-eels 
from  South  Sands,  used  on  drift  lines  at  anchor. 
Further  accounts  state  that  bass  fishing  has  very 
sadly  deteriorated.  Near  Hope  Cove  is  fine  pollack 
fishing  at  Bolt  Tail.  To  the  westward  is  the  usual 
fishing  in  the  large  bay  of  Bigbury,  into  which  the 
two  rivers  Erme  and  Avon  discharge  their  waters. 
In  these  rivers  there  is  fly-fishing  for  trout.  They 
produce  also  salmon  and  truff.  or  sea-trout. 

Plymouth. — Plymouth  Sound  affords  various 
fishing  ;  pouting  near  the  Hoe  by  the  Mallard 
Black  Buoy  :  pouting  are  foimd  also  near  the  White 
and  Red  Buoys,  and  in  Cawsand  Bay.  WTiiting- 
pollack  on  the  shoal  water  between  Drake's  Island 
and  the  main,  at  the  Cobbler  Buoy  off  Mount 
Batten,  the  Leek  Beds  near  Bovisand,  at  the  east 
end  and  back  of  the  Breakwater,  and  the  Red 
Buoy  between  the  west  end  and  the  land  of  Mount 
Edgcumbe.  Under  the  Hoe  between  the  Smeaton 
Lighthouse,  the  Mallard  Buoy,  and  Batten  Break- 
water, many  small  and  frequently  fair-sized  whiting 
are  taken  between  ilidsummer  and  Christmas,  and 
codling  are  sometimes  taken,  but  not  regularly  every 
year  in  any  considerable  quantity.  In  the  ofifing 
whiting-ground  the  cod  are  taken  yearly  amongst 
the  whiting,  a  boat  catching  two  or  three  a  day. 
They  are  also  caught  on  long  lines  or  bulters  S3t 
for  skate,  conger,  and  ling,  but  there  is  no  cod 
fishing,  as  in  the  North  Sea,  etc.  In  the  middle  of 
Cawsand  Bay  I  have  taken  a  good  many  dabs  and 
an  occasional  whiting,  and  late  in  autumn  you  may 
meet  with  a  chance  cod.  Off  Penlee  Point,  between 
the  shore  and  the  Buoy,  is  the  best  pollack  fishing 
in  this  neighbourhood,  either  moored  or  moving, 
and  it  is  also  a  good  spot  for  fly  fishing  for  bass  : 
there  is  sufficient  shelter  here  from  north-westerly 
winds.  At  Penlee  Point  you  always  try  on  the  ebb 
tide,  for  on  the  flood  the  fish  do  not  appear  to 
frequsnt  the  locality.  Whiting-pollack  are  also 
found  at  the  Knap  Black  Buoy,  and  further  towards 
the  Mewstone  you  will  take  them  between  the 
White  Buoys  of  the  Tinker  shoal,  also  close  under 
and  inside  the  Mewstone  and  near  the  Shagstone, 
which  last-mentioned  spots  are  best  in  easterly 
winds.  Between  the  Knap  Buoy  and  Penlee  Point 
is  good  cruising  ground  for  mackerel,  which  may 
there  be  taken  before  they  have  become  plentifiil 
inside  the  Breakwater ;  and  late  in  the  season 
mackerel  are  found  near  the  vessel  in  which  the 
workmen  live,  and  may  be  there  taken  with  the 
inside  of  pilchard  for  bait,  whilst  at  anchor,  and 
also  in  Batten  Bay.  The  living  sand-eels  would 
answer  well  for  Plymouth  fishing,  but  no  nets  are, 
I  believe,  kept  for  their  capture  :  the  usual  bait 
here  is  the  smaller  ragworm,  which  can  be  procured 
from  boys  in  Plymouth  who  collect  them  for  sale. 
In  this  bay,  and  also  near  the  Breakwater,  much 
ground  fishing  for  mackerel  is  done  from  the 
middle  of  July  until  October.  Mussels  can  be 
obtained  from  Saltash,  and  pilchards  from  the 
fishermen  in  Plymouth  Pool  at  the  Barbican. 
Clusters  of  mussels  can  also  be  gathered  from  a 
boat  under  the  promenade  pier  at  low  water.  Lug- 
worms  can  be  dug  with  a  four-pronged  fork  from 
the  soft  ground  inside  the  Bridge  Passage  abreast 
of  Lady  Emma's  Cottage,  Mt.  Edgcumbe  Park. 
Sand-eels  are  found  at  Cawsand  and  Bovisand  Bays, 
at  Yealm  River  Bar,  and  in  Cat  water  ;  they  might 
be  taken  by  a  seine  provided  for  the  purpose. 
Yealm  Harbour,  six  miles  from  Plymouth,  and  east 
of  the  Mewstone,  is  much  frefjuented  by  bass. 
Shoals  often  show  up,  from  half  ebb  to  low  water, 
in  the  Narrows  inside  the  Bar,  and  at  the  Bar  on 
young  flood.  Season,  April  to  November  ;  sand- 
eels  here.  Net-fishing  is  private  ;  fly  fishing  answers 
well  here  from  a  boat.  It  is  best  always  at  spring 
tides,  in  common  with  bass  fishing  by  other  methods. 
The  ground  for  whiting  is  from  seven  to  ten  miles 
outside  Plymouth,  more  or  less  according  to  season, 
and  boats  are  generally  to  be  found  there.  Cod, 
ling,  heiddock,  gurnards,  bream,  etc.,  are  taken 
amongst  them,  and  pilchards  and  hake  at  night. 
Hake-fi.shing  has  much  fallen  off  of  late  years. 
July,  August,  September,  and  Octolxjr  are  usually 
the  best  fishing  months.    Bass  arc  also  taken  with 


the  fly  betwsen  Drake's  Island  and  Mount  Edg- 
cumbe in  the  summer  ;  and  further  up  the  harbour 
opposite  Devonport  Dockyard,  near  the  West  Mud, 
both  mackerel  and  bass,  in  July,  August,  and 
September.  , 

Shore  Fishing. — Fishing  from  shore  with  rod  and 
line  from  the  following  spots  :  Mill  bay  Pier  for 
pollack  and  mullet,  sand-smelts  at  the  mouth  of  the 
mill-stream  falling  into  the  east  corner  of  Millbay, 
and  whiting-pout  from  a  boat  twenty  yards  off  the 
pier.  Whiting-pollack  may  be  also  taken  off  any 
steep  rock  found  available.  Millbay  is  a  convenient 
place  to  keep  a  boat,  as  from  the  dock  wall  it  ipay 
be  hauled  in  and  out  at  a  mooring.  As  the  docks 
are  owned  by  a  company,  a  small  charge  is  made 
of  seven  or  eight  shillings  per  annum,  which  gives 
you  the  eyitrce  at  all  times.  Some  spots  have  been 
frequented  for  angling  from  the  shore  from  time 
immemorial :  and  the  favourite  place  of  this  neigh- 
bourhood is  at  Devil's  Point,  Stonehouss,  where  the 
hard  limestone  has  been  rendered  quite  smooth  by 
the  feet  of  successive  generations.  The  water  is 
here,  deep  close  to  the  rocks  ;  in  fact,  there  are 
twenty  fathoms  within  a  short  distance.  It  is  the 
custom  to  fish  here  for  poUack  from  low  water 
until  half  an  hour  after  high  water,  but  it  is  next 
to  useless  on  the  increase  of  the  ebb  stream,  as  the 
line  cannot  be  kept  clear  of  the  rocks,  owing  to  the 
set  of  the  current  on  the  Point.  A  Government 
boat-house  having  been  built  here,  the  public  are 
excluded  from  the  greater  part  of  this  stand,  but 
there  is  still  room  to  stand  and  fish.  At  Flat  Rock, 
under  Long  Room  Barracks,  is  another  spot  for 
pollack-angling  on  the  flowing  tide.  A  float  is 
commonly  used  here.  ^ 

Looe. — On  the  rocky  grounds  off  the  coast  of 
Cornwall,  from  two  to  six  miles,  the  pollack  run 
very  large,  and  are  often  abundant.  Between  Ply- 
mouth and  Loos,  whiting,  mackerel,  dabs,  etc.,  are 
caught  the  whole  distance,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  ground  ;  numerous  whiting-pollack  are  taken 
just  outside  the  harbour's  mouth,  near  Looe  Island, 
and  at  other  spots  ;  mussels  are  found  in  the  river. 
Sand-eels  abundant  here.  Above  the  reach  of  the 
tide,  and  in  the  back  streams,  trout  may  be  taken. 

Polperro. — Polperro  is  the  next  harbour,  off 
which  the  fishing  is  much  the  same  as  at  Looe,  which, 
with  every  other  small  village  or  town  on  this 
coast,  participates  in  the  pilchard  trade.  The 
Udder  Rock,  a  sunken  danger  half  a  mile  off  shore 
between  Polperro  and  Fowey,  is  a  noted  place  for 
pollack,  and  has  sometimes  shoals  of  bass,  which 
latter  here  rarely  take  a  bait. 

Fowey,  an  excellent  Station. — Fowey  is  the 
best  and  most  extensive  harbour  on  this  coast,  except 
Plymouth  and  Falmouth,  of  the  same  character  as 
Dartmouth,  but  with  less  depth  of  water.  The 
railway  station  at  Par  is  only  four  miles  from  Fowey, 
and  an  extension  is  now  open  to  Fowey,  also  from 
Lostwithiel.  The  inner  whiting  ground  is  not  more 
than  three  miles  off  the  harbour,  which  is  a  great 
advantage.  Mackerel  and  whiting-pollack  are  often 
numerous  both  inside  and  outside  the  harbour. 
Near  the  Cannis  Rock,  by  Gribben  Head — on  which 
the  sea-mark  is  erected — the  latter  are  often  ver^ 
fine.  Trout  are  numerous  in  the  streams  tributary 
to  the  Fowey  river,  and  in  the  Leryn,  about  six 
miles  up  :  taken  altogether,  I  consider  Fowey  to 
be  a  very  desirable  station,  ranking  with  Plymouth 
and  Mevagissey,  without  doubt  the  best  of  all  in 
the  district,  from  the  east  end  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
to  Falmouth.  The  result  of  one  day's  fishing  off 
Fowey  in  July,  1862,  was  as  follows  :  one  hundred 
red  gurnards,  sixty  sea-bream,  forty  whiting,  and 
a  large  pollack  about  ten  pounds  in  weight.  On 
another  occasion,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
whiting  and  thirty  gurnards.  There  is  special 
streaming  fishing  for  large  pollack  in  the  offing. 
Fisherman  :  C.  Pill,  Polruan.  From  the  beginning 
of  July  to  the  end  of  the  season,  pilchards  for  bait 
may  frequently  be  procured  in  the  morning  from 
the  drift-boats,  in  default  of  which  mussels  can  be 
obtained  by  dredging  higher  up  the  river;  The 
outer  whiting  ground  is  easily  found  by  steering 
out  S.  by  W.  or  SSW.,  until  the  Gull  Rock,  midway 
between  the  Deadman  Point  and  Falmouth,  is 
visibly  open  of  the  Deadman,  or  Dodman.  This 
rock  is  also  called  the  Gray.  Bass  can  be  taken  in 
Fowey  Harbour  at  the  yacht  anchorage  at  both 
ebb  and  flood  tide,  either  with  the  angling  rod  or 
hand-lines,  with  or  without  lead,  according  to  the 
strength  of  the  current,  and  the  unweighted  line  is 


often  the  most  killing.  A  slip  of  pilchard  and 
another  of  squid,  about  3^ in.  long,  may  be  used 
with  advantage  on  the  'same  hook.  These  com- 
bined baits  are  very  attractive,  and  are  much  in 
favour  with  North  American  fishermen.  The 
favourite  place  for  bass  in  Fowey  Harbour  is  Golant 
Bar,  a  sandbank  about  one  and  a  half  miles  above 
the  town,  and  just  below  the  hamlet  of  Golant. 
The  bait  used  here  is  the  living  sand-eel  or  launce, 
dug  from  the  sand  at  low-water,  and  kept  alive  in 
a  bucket  with  wet  sand.  An  ordinary  bait-kettle 
will  answer,  when  slung  overboard,  and  kept  under 
water,  for  the  kettle  must  not  be  kept  on  board  the 
boat,  or  the  baits  will  soon  become  feeble.  Having 
obtained  the  bait  afe  low  water,  anchor  in  the  flood 
stream  a  short  quarter  of  a  mile  below  Golant,  soon 
after  the  tide  turns,  and  fish  until  high  water  with 
drift-lines,  both  with  and  without  leads.  At  high 
water,  in  fact  just  previoasly,  haul  up  the  anchor, 
and  tow  the  lines  slowly  until  abreast  of  Golant, 
and  when  the  ebb  makes,  tow  or  trail  the  lines 
back  to  Fowey,  on  the  chance  of  increasing  the  catch. 

Mevagissey. — The  general  sea  fishing  on  this 
coast  will  be  found  in  the  bays  of  St.  Austell  and 
Mevagissey.  At  Mevagissey  there  is  an  extensive 
pilchard  fishery.  Dabs  may  be  taken  over  the  side 
of  a  vessel  at  anchor  almost  everywhere  in  the 
bay.  I  have  gathered  mussels  for  bait  off  the  dock 
entrance  walls  at  Pentewan,  the  nsxt  place  N.E.  of 
Mevagissey.  They  should  not  be  used  as  food. 
There  is  pollack  ground  by  Chapel  Point,  and  round 
the  Gwinges  Rock  off  it,  also  under  the  Deadman. 
N.E.  of  Gwinges,  720ft.,  is  a  small  rock,  the  Yaw, 
appearing  at  very  low  tides.  Gwineas  or  Gwinges 
Rock  is  also  noted  in  summer  for  large  shoals  of 
bass,  but  a  sad  falling  off  has  taken  place  of  late 
years.  Large  pollack,  bream,  etc.,  are  taken  in  the 
offing.  Yachts  crossing  the  bay  between  the  Dead- 
man  and  Falmouth  will,  just  before  coming  up 
with  its  western  horn,  called  the  Zone  or  Zoze, 
meet  with  some  crab-pot  buoys,  on  a  shoal  called 
the  "  Bizzies."  This  is  considered  good  poUack 
ground. 

Falmouth. — Before  entering  this  harbour  is  an 
excellent  spot  for  poUack  and  other  fish,  known  as 
the  "  Old  Wall,"  a  piimacle  rock,  with  26^ft.  over 
it,  and  five  or  six  fathoms  around.  It  is  S.  by 
compass,  one  and  a  quarter  mile  from  St.  Anthony's 
Lighthouse,  and  I  mention  it  because  an  old  Cornish 
fisherman  informed  me  it  was  an  unusual  place  for 
fish.  The  marks  are — Restronguet  smelting-chim- 
ney  up  the  creek  with  east  end  of  the  broken  rocks 
at  St.  Anthony's  Point  (the  lighthouse),  and  Greeb 
Point  next  north  of  Killygerran  Head  showing  east 
of  it.  Another  mark  is  Flushing  Mound,  seen  over 
the  rising  ground  at  the  north  end  of  Pendennis 
land.  Very  large  pollack  in  the  offing,  on  other 
grounds  well  known  to  fishermen  of  St.  Mawes. 
When  rurming  along  the  coast,  weather  permitting, 
I  generally  tow  a  line  with  a  mackerel  bait,  spinner, 
or  flies,  round  the  headlands,  en  -passant,  and  not 
unfrequently  pick  up  a  pollack  or  two,  for  these 
localities  are  the  strongholds  of  these  fish,  as  well 
as  insulated  rocky  grounds  at  a  distance  from  the 
shore.  Round  the  Black  Rock  in  the  harbour 
entrance,  and  under  Pendennis  Castle,  some  pollack 
may  be  taken.  Mackerel  enter  Falmouth,  in  com- 
mon with  other  extensive  arms  of  the  sea,  and  some 
few  whiting  are  at  times  to  be  caught  in  Carrick 
Roads.  In  the  outer  roads  off  Swanpool  Beach 
there  is  ground-fishing  for  the  usual  fish  on  the 
coast,  and  on  all  the  more  western  portions  of 
Cornwall,  off  Penzance,  etc.,  is  excellent  fishing : 
pUchards  can  generally  be  obtained  for  bait.  There 
is  some  pier-fishing  from  the  new  works. 

Helford. — Four  miles  beyond  Falmouth  the  River 
Hel  falls  into  the  sea,  forming  the  harbour  of 
Helford,  It  is  a  very  snug  anchorage,  and  abounds 
with  fish.  On  a  visit  to  this  harbour  in  a  j'acht  we 
took  one  day,  in  a  trammel,  twenty-two  red  mullet 
and  five  soles,  besides  some  plaice,  flounders,  grey 
mullet,  and  bass,  as  well  as  three  lobsters.  Pollack, 
mackerel,  and  congers  can  also  be  caught  here  with 
hook  and  line,  without  going  outside  the  harbom- 
entrance.  About  two  and  a  half  miles  south-east 
of  Helford  the  Falmouth  boats  often  catch  abund- 
ance of  whiting  and  bream,  and  the  latter  fish  may 
be  taken  at  a  much  less  distance  from  the  harbour. 
At  the  Manacles  Rocks,  beyond  Helford,  very  large 
pollack  are  often  met  with  by  the  fishermen  ;  shoals 
of  bass  also  here. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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THE  1905  ANGLING   SEASON  IN 
NOKWAY. 


NORWEGIAN  ANGLINGS  AND  OTHER 
SPORTINGS."  * 


EvEEY  time  it  is  issued  Mr.  James  Dovvell's 
capital  guide  to  salmon  fishing  in  Norway  gets 
larger  and  better  ;  in  fact,  we  are  not  sure  that 
Mr.  Dowell  may  not  have  to  consider  whether  it 
may  not  become  too  large,  and  become  an 
embarrassment  by  its  very  richness.  However, 
there  is  lots  of  time  for  Mr.  Dowell  to  bear  this  in 
mind. 

The  new  guide  which  has  just  been  published  by 
Mr.  Dowell  contains  particulars  of  many  new 
sportmgs,  also  new  illustrations,  and  a  new  and 
better  map,  showing  the  rivers  and  lakes  mon; 
distinctly.  We  cannot  understand  why  map 
makers  generally  select  a  paper  to  print  them  on 
which  almost  tears  when  you  look  at  it.  W(i 
advise  those  who  wish  to  use  this  map  much  to 
have  it  mounted  on  linen. 

The  most  interesting  recent  event  in  the  angling 
or  other  history  of  Norway  is  the  fact  that  the 
youngest  daughter  of  our  King  is  now  queen  of 
that  most  interesting  country.  AVe  have  had 
kings  and  queens  from  that  part  of  the  world,  and 
it  will  add  to  the  history  of  the  country  to  anglers 
to  feel  that  its  queen  is  English.  Mr.  Dowell  has 
kindly  lent  us  the  excellent!  portrait  of  the  king 
and  queen  and  their  son. 

From  Mr.  Dowell's  notes  on  the  1905  season  we 
take  the  following  extracts.  After  referring  very 
suitably  to  the  "  bloodless  revolution,"  also  to  the 
prospect  at  no  distant  date  of  an  English  Princess 
sharing  the  crown  of  Sweden,  he  says  : — 

"  Of  lesser  importance  but  of  equal  interest,  more 
especially  to  British  anglers,  has  been  the  prolonged 
discussion  in  the  Norwegian  Storthing,  resulting  in 
the  passing  of  the  New  Salmon  Laws  of  1905."  Of 
these  laws,  which  have  been  referred  to  previously 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Mr.  Dowell  gives  a  summary 
which  will  be  found  most  useful.  He  holds  the 
view  that  the  new  restrictions  on  netting  must  be 
favourable  to  the  angler  in  the  long  run.  Last 
season  was  one  full  of  promise  for  Norwegian 
salmon  anglers — promise  which  bore  little  fruit, 
or,  rather,  fish,  except  in  some  favoured  cases. 
There  was  plenty  of  water,  but  unfortunately  the 
great  heat  of  June  sent  it  banging  down  the  rivers 
all  at  once,  melting  all  the  snow,  and  so,  after 
letting  up  one  good  run  of  fish,  after i  that  anglers 
were  left  lamenting  the  want  of  rain  and  water  to 
bring  up  more  fish. 

Mr.  Dowell  Believes  in  Salmon  Hatcheries. 

Mr.  Dowell  is  a  firm  believer  in  salmon  hatcheries, 
and  in  trying  to  account  for  some  of  the  reasons  for 
scarcity  of  fish  he  says:  — 

"  Another  conjecture  worthy  of  as  much  con- 
sideration, both  as  regards  scarcity  of  fish  in 
Norway  as  well  as  in  Scotland,  and  in  both  instances 
especially  of  heavy  fish  this  past  season,  is  that  the 
fish  were  driven  off  the  coasts  partly  by  excessive 
storms,  and  in  Norway  partly  by  the  exceptionally 
large  amount  of  icy-cold  waters  falling  into  the  sea 
or  estuaries,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the 
nets  in  the  fjords  of  the  Romsdal,  Trondhjem,  and 
Nordland  districts  did  as  badly  almost  as  the  rod 
anglers  there  ;  whereas,  in  the  Sognefjord,  Bergen, 
and  South  Norway  districts  (districts  where  the  fall 
of  snow  was  not  so  excessive  as  further  north  last 
winter),  both  netsmen  and  rod  anglers  had,  on  the 
whole  a  satisfactory  season.  Moreover,  there 
seems  to  have  been,  or  to  be,  something  abnormal 
in  the  condition  of  the  sea  this  season,  as  never 
before  within  recollection  has  it  happened  that 
mackerel  have  been  caught  in  any  great  quantities 
further  north  than  the  Aalesund;district,  although 
this  autumn  great  catches  of  mackerel  have  been 
made  as  far  north  as  the  Lofoten  Islands,!  which 
Burely  is  a  remarkable  incident. 

'"Jo  the  first  of  these  conjectures  is  very  nearly 
allied  the  argument  that  fish  do  go  back  to  the 
same  river  they  were  spawned  in  ;  I  believe  this  to 
be  so,  emphatically,  from  personal  experience  both 
in  Scotland  and  in  Norway.  I  give  here  an  in- 
stance, for  what  it  is  worth  :  the  Dale  river,  near 

*  "Norwegian  Anglings  and  Other  Sportinga," 
with  new  map  of  Norway  and  Sweden.  Kightli 
year  of  issue.  Edited  by  James  Dowoll,  .•}4,  St. 
Jarnes's-street,  London. 
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[Juncker  Jeimeii,  Copenhwjen. 


CuRiSTTAN  Frederick  Charles  George  Vajldemar  Axel  (late  Prince  Charle9  of 
Denmark),  now  King  Haakon  VII.  of  Norway,  Princess  Maud,  and 
Prince  Alexander  Edward  Christian  Frederick. 


A  LADY'S  Catch,  One  Day  in  August,  Vifstad  Re.\t,  Namsen. 
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37Jlb. — Lo  Beat,  Orkla — Fish.  Cauoht  with  "  Thk  Bauon." 
"I  can't  hold  him  up  any  longer. 


Three  Fish  caught  on  Xidelv,  May,  1905. 
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Bergen,  a  charming  little  piece  of  water,  had  its 
stock  of  fish  entirely  exhausted  owing  to  acids  and 
dyes  faUing  into  it  from  a  factory.  Some  gentle- 
men took  up  this  river  for  their  private  sport,  in- 
duced the  factory  owner  to  erect  a  dam  or  reservoir 
diverting  the  deleterious  matter  from  the  river, 
and  erected  a  hatchery,  obtaining  fertilised  ova 
from  the  Aaensire  river.  The  third  year  after- 
wards grilse  were  caught,  and  the  fourth  and  fifth 
years  respectively  increased  numbers  of  grilse  and 
salmon  were  regularly  got,  with  the  result  that  the 
Dale  is  regaining  its  position  as  a  salmon  river. 
Later  on,  5000  fortiUsed  ova  were  transferred  to  the 
Dale  Hatchery  from  the  Aaro  in  the  Sognofjord. 
The  Aaro  fish  are  distinct  in  shape  from  the  Aaen- 
sire fish,  and  after  the  Aaro  fry  were  introduced, 
in  due  time,  namely,  the  third  year  afterwards 
(1905),  two  distinct  shapes  of  grilse  have  been 
caught.  I  am  as  firm  a  believer  in  hatcheries  as  I 
am  in  the  entire  protection  of  all  fresh  water  from 
netting  or  trapping.  In  nearly  all  the  rivers  which 
I  control,  there  are  now  important  hatcheries, 
namely,  on  the  Aargaard,  Aaro,  Etne,  Forde,  Gula, 
Laerdal,  Mandal,  Namsen,  Orkla,  Stjordal,  and 
Sundal  rivers. 

"I  trust  that  because  we  have  suffered  from 
two  bad  seasons  in  succession  in  Norway,  sports- 
men will  not  therefore  infer  that  angling  in  that 
country  is  declining,  any  more  than  it  is  in  Scot- 
land. It  must  be  recollected  that  it  is  only  two 
years  ago  (1903)  that  we  were  universally  rejoicing 
over  a  highly  satisfactory  season.  The  past  two 
years  have  shown  us  the  ebb  tide  of  sport,  but 
experienced  anglers  who  are  not  to  be  daunted  by 
the  dearth  of  sport  for  a  time,  look  forward  to  the 
coming  again  of  the  flood  tide  of  sport,  which 
should  surely  be  given  us  next  year.  I  feel  sure 
the  tide  will  turn,  and  that  we  cannot  expect  a 
third  bad  season  in  succession.  Curiously  enough 
— and  I  may  be  pardoned  for  mentioning  it 
in  this  connection — I  had  pointed  out  to  me  the 
other  day  a  paragraph  in  a  copy  of  the  Field, 
published  in  the  early  sixties,  in  which  the  writer 
was  deploring  most  lamentably  the  decline 
of  salmon  fishing  in  the  River  Tweed.  The 
fishing  in  that  noble  river  was  said  to  be  all  going  to 
the  bad  so  long  ago,  yet,  strange  to  say,  the  year 
1903 — forty  years  after — was  the  best  angling 
season  almost  within  living  memory  on  that  river. 

"  It  is  of  course  too  early  at  the  date  of  publica- 
tion to  forecast  the  prospects  for  the  coming  winter, 
although  the  winter  has  begun  very  early  in  that 
coimtry  ;  but  it  should  be  kept  in  view  that  1 902 
and  1903  were  satisfactory  seasons  for  spawning, 
plenty  of  fish  being  on  the  spawning  grounds 
during  these  winters,  and  therefore,  given  ordinary 
luck,  we  should  have  a  satisfactory  year  in  1906." 

It  is  very  interesting  to  find  Mr.  Dowell  such  a 
strong  supporter  of  salmon  hatcheries,  especially 
as  Mr.  Archer,  our  English  Inspector  of  Fisheries, 
after  trying  salmon  hatching  in  Norway,  was 
obliged  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  uo 
good.  We  wish  Mr.  Dowell  would  arrange  to  have 
his  artificial  samlets  marked.  Marking  is  the  only 
test  where  a  river  still  has  any  natural  spawning  to 
support  it. 

KOVING  IN  WINTEE  FOR  CHUB 
AND  PERCH. 


RoviNQ  along  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  Trent, 
Colne,  Kennet,  and  other  well-stocked  rivers,  in 
dry,  bracing,  wintry  weather,  for  chub  and  perch, 
is  a  most  pleasurable,  exhilarating,  and,  very 
frequently,  profitable  method  of  obtaining  sport. 
Floating  down  in  about  mid-water,  or  paternoster- 
ing  just  outside  the  boughs,  or,  in  their  absence, 
working  the  holes  and  eddies  here  and  there  to  be 
found  in  the  deeper  water,  and  under  high  banks, 
are  the  special  spots  where  sport  is  most  likely  to 
be  met  with. 

A  rod  of  not  less  than  12ft.  in  length — 14ft. 
preferable — of  stiffish,  sound  cane,  or  cane  and  a 
greenheart  top,  is  the  best  implement  for  the  work, 
the  extra  length  giving  greater  command  of  a  big 
chub,  and  enabling  you  to  hold  him  out  from  the 
treacherous  sunken  boughs  immediately  after 
hooking.  A  heavy  pike  may  also  be  met  with  and 
hooked  when  using  live-bait. 

In  roving  for  chub  and  perch  in  winter  the  most 
profitable  stylo  of  fishing  will  undoubtedly  be 
found  to  be  live-baiting  with  minnow,  as  well  as 
the  most  artistic  and  natural.  There  is,  however, 
a  great  incrnvenience  in  carrying  live-bait  when 


alone  on  a  roving  expedition,  for  if  the  minnows  be 
in  an  ordinary  can  it  must  be  placed  on  the  ground 
at  every  "  swim."  Lucky  is  the  angler  that  has  a 
young  son  or  boy  with  him  to  carry  the  bait-can 
and  landing-net,  who  must,  however,  be  warned  to 
keep  well  back  from  the  water,  and  not  to  move 
an  inch  while  the  bait  is  being  worked,  and  until 
he  is  wanted  with  the  landing-net  or  afresh  minnow. 
When  the  fisherman  is  roving  unattended  he  may 
carry  a  couple  of  old-fashioned  lemonade  bottles, 
those  coming  to  a  point  at  the  bottom,  half 
filled  with  water,  and  a  dozen  and  a  half  of 
minnows  in  each,  and  corked  up.  You  can  carry 
one  in  each  pocket.  The  water  can  be  now  and 
then  changed,  but  mind  to  only  half  fill  the  bottle, 
and  the  minnows  will  invariably  live  during  a  long 
winter's  day. 

Should  the  angler  desirous  of  a  day's  roving  for 
chub  and  perch  be  minus  the  minnows,  he  can  still 
pursue  the  sport,  using  as  bait,  worms,  a  big 
bunch  of  gentles  (the  latter  on  a  moderately-sized 
triangle  hook),  for  both  fi.sh,  whil?  he  may  float 
down  or  ledger  with  a  great  variety  of  baits  for 
chub  alone.  These  lures,  all  good  in  winter, 
include  bullock's  pith,  either  fre^h  or  scaldjd  (the 
latter  tougher  on  the  hook,  a  triangle),  with,  of 
course,  in  either  case,  the  thick  outer  skin  removed, 
crayfish  tail,  boiled  without  salt  for  preference,  as 
being  more  tender,  tail  of  a  large  prawn,  or  tail  of 
a  large  shrimj),  all  skinned,  a  bit  of  tripe  (quite 
equal  to  pith),  a  l)lack  slug,  slit  with  a  knife  to 
show  part  of  the  white  belly,  cheese  paste,  worked 
up  with  butter  to  render  soft  in  the  water,  and 
goodness  knows  what  else.  A  small  live  frog, 
hooked  through  the  back  skin,  single  hook  prefer- 
able, is  also  a  capital  lure  for  chub.  I'ln  passant, 
it  is  not  generally  known  that  a  bit  of  tripe  is  a  far 
more  killing  bait  for  barbel  than  chandler's  greaves. 
The  tail  of  a  Dublin  Bay  prawn,  now  so  frequently 
seen  in  the  fishmongers'  shops,  is  a  grand  substitute 
for  crayfish  tail. 

It  now  only  remains  to  name  some  capital 
localities  on  our  most  free  and  best  public  river, 
the  Thames,  for  the  style  of  angling  herein  particu- 
larly referred  to — that  is,  roving  for  chub  and 
perch.  Round  about  Hampton  Court  and  Sunbury, 
chub,  and  some  heavy  ones,  abound,  while  in  the 
Windsor,  Bourne  End,  Marlow,  and  Henley  waters 
both  chub  and  perch  roving  will,  under  favourable 
conditions  (a  clearish  water),  well  repay  a  long 
tramp,  fishing  all  likely  spots  out  and  back  again 
to  the  starting  point.  Should  Culham  or  Abingdon 
be  the  locale,  chub  galore  can  be  found,  and  a 
goodly  take  of  perch  may  also  add  to  the  sport. 

J.  D. 


ANGLERS  AND  OTHER  SPORTS- 
MEN IN  THE  CABINET. 


One  of  the  most  notable  anglers  in  the  new 
Cabinet  is  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw,  K.C.,  who  has  been 
appointed  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland.  He  is 
one  of  the  slirewdest  lawyers  that  Caledonia  has 
produced.  Possessed  of  keen  debating  abilities, 
Mr.  Shaw  has  other  qualifications  worthy  of  recog- 
nition. He  is  an  enthusiastic  fly  fisher,  and  per- 
sonally knows  most  of  the  principal  salmon  rivers 
in  Scotland.  The  new  Lord  Advocate,  who  was 
born  in  Dimfermline  in  1850,  studied  at  the  Edin- 
burgh University.  He  was  called  to  the  Bar  in 
1875,  was  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland  during 
the  last  Liberal  Administration,  and  has  sat  for 
the  Border  Burghs  since  1892.  His  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  angling  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  into  the  Solway  Firth  will  undoubtedly 
be  brought  into  requisition  by  Border  fishermen 
with  the  view  of  settling  sundry  disputes  and 
knotty  points  that  have  long  existed  with  regard  to 
fishing  rights  not  only  on  the  Border  rivers  but 
also  in  the  Firth  itself.  Mr.  Shaw  is  one  of  Sir 
Heniy  Campbell- Bannerman's  greatest  friends,  and 
will  undoubtedly  be  a  friend  in  the  interests  of  all 
keen  fly  fishers.  To  angling  as  a  recreation  the 
Lord  Advocate  adds  golf  and  cycling,  in  both  of 
which  popular  pastimes  he  is  an  adept. 

The  new  Attorney-General,  JMr.  Lawson  Walton, 
relieves  the  tedium  and  strain  of  one  of  the  greatest 
practices  of  the  Bar  through  the  medium  of  golf ; 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  Foreign  Secretary,  is  distinguished 
as  a  tennis  player,  and  won  the  M.C.C.  and  Queen's 
Club  tennis  matches  in  1896.  Sir  Edward  published 
"  Fly  Fishing  "  in  1899.  Mr.  Asquith,  as  a  Scotch- 
man, is  naturally  a  keen  golfer  ;  and  Mr.  Birrelland 
Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge  are  both  enthusiastic  players  of 


the  game.  Mr.  John  Burns  is  an  oarsman  of 
superior  calibre,  while  he  is  almost  unequalled  as  a 
skater,  plays  cricket  well,  and  as  for  boxing  there 
is  little  doubt  about  the  fact  that  when  adorned 
Avith  the  "  mittens,"  Mr.  Burns  could  take  on  the 
entire  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Bryce  braces  his 
thews  and  sinews  by  mountain  climbing,  at  which 
he  has  few  equals,  while  he  is  a  keen  and  expert 
angler.  Lord  Edmund  Fitz.maurice,  who  goes 
to  the  Foreign  Office,  is  a  great  footballer, 
and  as  a  young  man  he  captained  the  Etonians 
at  football,  while  his  masterly  knowledge  of 
foreign  languages  is  said  to  equal  that  possessed 
by  his  brother.  Lord  Lansdowne.  Mr.  Sydney 
Buxton,  the  Postmaster-General,  goes  in  for  shoot- 
ing ;  he  is  also  an  ardent  angler,  upon  which  he  is 
an  authority,  and  has  recently  published  a  most 
interesting  book  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Herbert 
Gladstone,  president  of  the  National  Physical  Re- 
creation Society,  is  an  all-round  athlete — recrea- 
tions: cricket,  football,  golf,  cycling,  shooting, 
yachting,  and  fishing.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  who 
is  not  exactly  in  the  Cabinet,  is  a  very  keen  angler, 
and  has  a  penchant  for  WTestling.  Mr.  Hudson 
Ewbanke  Kearley  is  a,  succefsful  wholesale  tea 
merchant,  and  one  of  the  best  business  men  in  the 
House.  Coming  to  London  a  little  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago,  he  began  life  in  the  metropolis 
as  a  clerk  in  a  firm  of  tea  merchants,  and  is 
now  senior  partner  in  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive wholesale  businesses  in  the  city.  His  all- 
round  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  business  will 
be  of  service  to  the  Government,  in  the  position 
the  astute  Prfmier  has  placed  him.  Mr.  Kearley 
has  represented  Devonport  since  1892,  and  has 
been  a  persistent  advocate  of  the  dockyard  work- 
men. He  also  led  the  crusade  against  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund,  and  brought 
about  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  inquiry, 
which  recommended  the  reconstitution  of  the  fund. 
Mr.  Kearley  entered  upon  a  commercial  career  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  and  at  twenty  he  founded  the 
firm  of  Kearley  and  Tonge,  which  employs  over 
2000  hands.  He  was  bom  in  1850.  His  principal 
recreations  are  shooting,  hunting,  bicycling,  and 
fishing,  and  in  younger  days  was  a  wrestler  of  no 
mean  order. 

Jlr.  John  A.  Pease,  now  a  Junior  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  is  a  sportsman  to  the  backbone.  He 
fishes,  shoots,  and  golfs,  while  he  is  also  a  foot- 
baller, a  cricketer,  a  keen  huntsman,  and  a  polo 
player. 

Mr.  Geo.  Lambert,  a  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
who  is  an  extensive  farmer,  was  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Agricultural  Depression,  and 
has  been  in  South  Africa  since  the  Boer  War. 

Mr.  Walter  Runciman,  Parliamentary  Local 
Government,  has  the  distinction  of  having  defeated 
Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  one  of  his  Ministerial 
colleagues,  at  Oldham  in  1899.  Yachting  is  his 
recreation. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lough.  Parliamentary  Secretary, 
Board  of  Education,  was  at  one  time  secretary  to 
the  Home  Rule  Union.  He  is  a  Home  Ruler  and  a 
Pro-Boer.  Mr.  Lough's  principal  recrsations  are 
golf  and  cycling.  He  published  "  Glimpses  of 
Early  Ireland,"  1888,  and  "England's  Wealth, 
Ireland's  Poverty,"  1896. 

Mr.  Wentworth  Beaumont,  Vice-Chamberlain,  is 
a  brother-in-law  of  Lord  Londonderry,  whose  sister 
he  married.  A  country  gentleman,  his  recreation 
is  hunting,  shooting,  and  fishing. 

Lord  Hawkesbury,  the  Lord  Steward.  Archaeology 
and  family  history  are  his  lordship's  recreations. 

Th3  Earl  of  Sefton,  Master  of  the  Horse,  is  very 
wealthy,  and  indulges  in  the  old  sport  of  falconry. 

The  Right  Hon.  C.  R.  Spencer,  the  new  Lord 
Chamberlain,  is  remarkably  well  read,  and  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  best  groomed  members  of  th? 
House  of  Commons.  Sir  Robert  Thresh  ie  Reid,  the 
Lord  Chmcellor,  is  the  second  son  of  Sir  James 
John  Reid,  Mouswald  Place,  Dumfriesshire.  When 
at  Magdalen  he  represented  Oxford  at  Lord's  m  the 
Cricket  XI.  in  1866, 1867,  and  1868,  also  at  racquets 
in  1865  and  1867.  He  was  likewise  a  good  tennis 
player,  but  inferior  to  the  new  Foreign  Secretary, 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  who  has  on  several  occasions 
secured  the  amateur  championship,  the  last  being  in 
1898.  The  Lord  Chancellor  was  decorated  for  his 
services  in  connection  with  the  Venezuelan  Boundary 
Commission.  Clubs:  Brooks',  National  Liberal. 
Mr.  Alex  Ure,  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland,  is  a 
son  of  an  ex-Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow.  A  sound 
lawyer  of  scholarly  attainments,  he  delights  in 
yachting,  pedestrianism,  and  cycling.  Gilkockiz. 
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SALMON  ANGLING  KENTALS. 

At  one  time  one  might  have  packed  one's  bag, 
picked  up  one's  rod,  and  made  tracks  across  the 
Border,  when  the  mood  came  on,  and  found  abun- 
dance of  salmon  angling  quarters,  either  public  or 
private,  and  folks  ready  to  receive  one  with  evident 
and  unfeigned  joy,  and  without  much  prior  arrange- 
ments being  mstde  either.  But  that  was  long  ago.  It 
was  in  the  daj-s  of  our  youth  when  salmon  anglers, 
and  trout  anglers,  too,  were  fewer  ;  and  when  a 
good  fisher  who  could  do  the  needful  and  provide 
the  ^larder  from  the  "  Kirk  Pool  "  or  the  "  Lang 
Stream  "  below  the  Mansion  House,  was  as  welcome 
as  the  minstrel  once  was  to  lords  and  ladies  gay, 
before  the  days  of  newspapers  and  telegraphs.  But 
"  old  times  are  changed,  old  manners  gone,"  and 
now  a  cast  for  a  salmon  on  any  Scotch  salmon 
water  worth  looking  at  can  only  be  had  either  for 
love  or  money,  and  more  often  for  the  former  than 
the  latter. 

Good  salmon  angling  is  priceless,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  "  few  favourites  of  fate,"  as  Burns  called 
them,  who  live  in  the  heaven  of  wealthy  men.  It 
has  become  a  luxury  :  hence  the  change. 

To  ensure  a  spring  or  autumn  water  even,  one 
who  has  the  needful  must  be  on  the  look-out.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  "  Buy  !  Buy  !  Buy  !  "  with  those 
who  have  to  sell  in  the  market  place.  They  can 
pick  and  choose  their  clients,  and  they  do  it. 

WTien  there  is  a  good  stretch  of  water  in  the 
market,  and  offers  coming  in  to  fill  up  or  name  any 
reasonable  rental,  or  even  to  cut  the  highest  already 
made,  with  a  £10,  £20,  or  £50  additional  to  the 
estate  management,  and  even  higher  sums,  it  is  not 
always  listened  to,  especially  where  the  proprietor 
himself  takes  a  personal  interest  in  the  letting  of 
his  waters. 

As  a  rule,  most  proprietors  look  to  the  character 
of  the  sportsmen  they  intend  letting  their  waters  to. 
Their  purses  may  be  long  enough,  and  their  social 
standing  of  the  very  highest  order,  but  what  about 
their  prowess  as  salmon  fishers  ?  There  are  some 
who  will  ruin  the  best  of  waters,  who,  being  sheer 
duffers  at  the  art,  can  neither  fish  themselves  nor 
allow  others  to  fish  for  them,  and  who  are  always 
on  the  move  "to  where  they  can  get  more  fish." 
It  is  the  odium  they  leave  behind  them  that  has  to 
be  reckoned  with  rather  than  their  catchpenny  of 
a  £10  or  £20  note. 

I  know  one  Deeside  laird  who  could  augment 
his  rent-roll  by  just  double  what  he  gets  from  his 
salmon  waters  if  he  cared  to  accept  the  highest 
bidder.  He  draws  a  rental  of  £700  just  now  for 
two  sections  which,  if  put  on  the  market  to-morrow, 
would  fetch  £1500  easily.  He  prefers  good  anglers 
in  order  to  maintain  the  character  of  his  water,  and 
in  spite  of  all  temptations  to  the  contrary,  holds 
strictly  to  that  line  of  policy.  His  waters,  of  course, 
are  record  sections,  and  assure  him  of  a  steady 
income  for  all  time  coming. 

On  the  other  hand,  well  nursed  waters  are  being 
to-day  practically  ruinsd.  It  is  the  business  of 
agents  to  make  the  most  of  them.  It  is  the  interest 
of  factors  to  draw  the  highest  rentals  they  can 
command,  and  so  the  game-book  (that  is,  salmon 
killed)  is  shown  to  show  what  was  done  in  some  past 
seasons  on  the  Dee,  Spey,  Deveron,  etc.  This  is  not 
confined  to  any  one  river  or  agency,  but  prevails  all 
over.  The  result  is  that  a  big  rental  is  easily  forth- 
coming ;  but  the  return  in  sport  and  a  pleasant 
holiday  is  not  so.  The  inference  is  plain.  However 
good  payers  they  may  be,  they  cannot  fish. 

To  be  a  successful  angler  one  must  be  on  the 
water  at  all  times.  The  battle  is  not  to  the  strong, 
nor  the  race  to  the  swift.  But  it  is  to  him  who  can 
wait  by  the  river's  brim,  and  make  hay  while  the 
sun  shines.  When  the  fish  are  in  the  humour,  he  is 
there  to  kill  them.  This  is  how  big  records  are 
built  up,  and  this  is  how  some  proprietors  arc 
careful  about  the  selection  of  their  tenants.  It  was 
not  always  thas,  but  it  is  growing  more  so  every 
day.  G.  Mackay. 


A  couNTBy  doctor  tells  this  story  on  himself : 
"  Aftei^  writing  a  prescription  for  a  patient,  the 
physician  told  him  that  the  druggist  would  probably 
charge  him  sixty  cents  for  filling  it.  Then  the 
patient  asked  the  physician  to  lend  him  )he  money. 
Thereupon  the  physician  carefully  scratehod  out  a 
part  of  the  prescription  and  handed  it  back,  with 
ten  cents,  remarking,  "  You  can  have  that  filled  for 
a  dime.  What  I  scratched  out  was  for  your  nerves." 
— Philadelphia  Ledger. 


BAIT-FISHING  FOR  GEAYLING. 
By  "  Halcyon." 

(Continued  from  page  417.) 

There  is  another  float  of  a  comparatively  recent 
pattern  called  the  "  Buckley  "  float,  having  been 
invented  by  an  angler  of  that  name.  In  this  case 
the  gut  cast,  instead  of  being  plugged  in  the  centre 
of  the  cork,  is  threaded  through  a  hole  in  the 
wooden  plug  and  the  cork  fixed  over  it  to  keep  it 
in  position.  There  are  two  quill  caps  with  each 
float,  one  coloured  red  and  the  other  white,  to  suit 
varying  lights.  These  fit  on  the  top  of  the  wooden 
peg.  The  following  illustration  will  explain  the 
whole  thing  at  a  glance.  The  idea  is  to  prevent  the 
line  dragging  on  the  top  of  the  float. 


Tlie  places  where  grayling  are  most  generally 
found  during  the  winter  months  are  the  gravelly 
draws  at  the  end  of  a  sharp  stream  into  deeper 
water,  and  also  the  side  eddies  at  the  edges  of  such 
streams ;  taking  your  stand  some  yards  below 
where  the  stream  shelves  off  into  the  deep,  you 
make  an  underhand  cast  above  and  across,  and 
allow  the  tiny  float  to  be  brought  down  by  the 
current.  The  slightest  indication  of  a  bite  must  be 
immediately  attended  to,  for  the  grayling  hardly 
ever  takes  the  bait  twice  alike.  Sometimes  the 
little  globe  of  painted  cork  pauses  for  a  moment 
only,  and  then  proceeds  on  its  way  as  though 
nothing  had  occurred — but  it  was  the  bite  of  a 
timid  grayling  all  the  same.  Again  it  will  drag 
slightly  to  one  side,  as  though  the  bait  had  caught 
on  some  obstruction  ;  but  that  again  was  a  grayling. 
When  the  fish  are  really  well  on,  the  float  slants 
under  water  as  a  perch  would  take  it,  and  then  you 
rarely  miss  hooking  them.  Where  the  fish  run  a 
good  size,  it  is  a  fine  sensation  to  feel,  upon  tightening 
your  line,  the  heavy  pull  so  characteristic  of  the 
grayling.  This  fish  has  a  curious  way  of  following 
a  bait  all  down  the  swim,  and  only  attempting  to 
take  it  as  it  rises  upwards  with  the  drag  of  the 
float.  Always,  therefore,  raise  your  wrist  before 
pulling  out  for  a  fresh  cast,  or  if  you  make  a  sudden 
jerk  at  the  time  the  fish  seizes  your  bait,  a  breakage 
,  is  a  certainty.  A  good  plan  to  attract  the  notice 
of  the  fish  is  to  keep  throwng  in  a  few  maggots — 
half  a  dozen  at  once  is  sufficient — and  then  swim 
down  your  cockspur  worm,  which  is  almost  sure  to 
be  promptly  annexed  by  an  expectant  grayling. 

Always  give  a  grayling  plenty  of  time  and  keep 
his  head  up  as  much  as  possible,  for  if  not  he  will 
start  boring  down  at  the  bottom  endeavouring  to 
screw  out  the  hold  of  the  hook.  Sometimes  they 
will  jump  out  like  a  trout,  but  it  is  not  often  they 
do  that.  When  the  weather  is  mild,  you  vnll  find 
that  they  prefer  a  maggot  to  the  worm.  In  that 
case,  use  a  No.  13  (Redditch  .scale)  Crystal  hook, 
threading  one  maggot  up  the  shank  and  inserting 
the  point  of  the  hook  just  under  the  skin  of  the 
second  one  so  as  to  allow  it  to  wi'iggle  about  and 
so  attract  the  fish. 

An  expert  in  winter  grayling  fishing,  even  if  he  is 
visiting  a  stream  for  the  first  time,  can  always  tell 
at  a  glance  where  the  fish  should  lie.  A  favourite 
"  swim  "  of  mine  is,  say,  a  medium  flowing  stream 
some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  long,  shallow  at 
the  side  you  enter  and  a  gravel  bed  on  the  far  side, 
flowing  gently  with  eddying  ripples,  fringed  with 
willows  and  about  two  feet  in  depth — such  a  bit  of 
water  which  I  can  just  picture  as  I  vviite  on  many  a 
grayling  stream  that  I  have  fished  upon.    Begin  at 


th(!  lowci'  end  and  cast  upwards  and  acro.ss  as 
previously  directed.  When  you  hook  a  fish,  do  not 
let  it  h(!ad  upstream  if  you  can  possibly  help  it,  but 
pull  him  down  below  you  and  play  him  out  there. 
A  grayling,  especially  if  a  large  one,  is  far  more 
difficult  to  manage  in  this  resiJect  than  a  trout  on 
account  of  the  great  resistance  that  he  can  offer  by 
sticking  up  his  huge  dorsal  fin  ;  but  if  you  allow  a 
certain  give  and  take  action  from  your  wist,  which 
it  is  diflficult  to  describe,  you  can  generally  induce 
him  to  "  come  along." 

I  shall  never  forget  the  fight  that  I  had  with  that 
31b.  9oz.  fish  on  the  Test.  I  was  fishing  with  three 
yards  of  the  finest  4x  drawn  gut,  and  for  fully  t(m 
minutes  he  held  the  little  float  at  least  a  yard 
below  the  surface  ;  after  that  he  played  just  like  a 
salmon,  and  kjpt  rolling  over  on  the  top  of  the 
water.  I  had  him  on  over  half  an  hour,  and  he 
seemed  as  lively  as  ever.  I  was  getting  afraid 
about  the  gut  lasting  out,  so  friend  Halford,  who 
was  by  my  side  all  the  time,  crouched  down  at  the 
head  of  the  pool  and  sunk  the  large  landing-net 
that  he  carried  deep  down  in  the  water.  I  coaxed 
the  leviathan  once  more  to  head  upstream,  and 
when  right  over  the  sunken  net,  the  expert  angler 
raised  it  promptly  and  brought  him  to  terra  firma. 
I  don't  think  I  was  ever  so  excited  in  my  life,  and 
when  the  spring  balance  proclaimed  his  weight,  I 
sat  down  on  the  end  of  the  footbridge  close  by,  lit 
my  pipe,  and  fished  no  more  for  half  an  hour.  Two 
days  previous  I  killed  in  that  same  pool  twelve 
grayling  that  weighed  in  the  aggregate  221b.  lOoz., 
the  largest  being  21b.  6oz.,  and  the  smallest  takeable 
one  1  lb.  8oz.,  in  addition  to  that  I  landed  about  a 
dozen  |-pounders  and  eight  trout  varying  from  1  |lb. 
to  31b.,  all  of  which  were  of  course  promptly  returned. 
That  day's  magnificent  sport  vnW  always  remain  a 
green  spot  in  my  memory.  On  the  day  that  I  killed 
the  "  whopper,"  Mr.  H.  killed  one  with  fly  just  31b. 

There  is  another  bait  which  is  used  for  grayling 
in  winter,  and  only  one  man  in  Yorkshire  ever 
mentioned  such  a  thing  to  me  before  I  read  about  it 
in  Mr.  Pope's  recent  letter  in  this  journal — namely, 
the  creeper  or  larvae  of  the  Stone  Fly.  Ralph 
Coldbeck,  of  Tanfield,  was  the  first  man  who  told 
me  about  it,  and  until  then  I  never  thought  of 
trjdng  it.  I  have  killed  many  grayling  on  this  bait, 
but  I  always  shall  stick  to  my  opinion  that  nothing 
can  beat  a  nice  red  cockspur  worm  from  one  to  one 
and  a  quarter  inches  in  length. 

The  most  curious  of  all  baits  for  grayling  is  an 
artificial  one  called  "  the  grasshopper."  It  is 
formed  by  wTapping  a  little  fine  lead  we  round  the 
shank  of  an  eyed  hook  about  No.  6  Kendal  scale, 
tapering  from  the  middle  to  both  ends.'S?  Over  this 
green  worsted  is  carefully  wound  on  until  the  lead 
foundation  is  covered.  A  little  strip  of  straw  is  tied 
down  each  side  wth  red  and  yellow  silk,  and  the 
whole  thing  then  most  resembles  an  elongated 
gooseberry.  It  is  then  attached  to  a  two-yard 
tapered  gut  cast,  and  sunk  and  drawTi  in  any  likely 
hole  or  deep  eddy.  The  bait  must  be  allowed  to 
touch  the  bottom  and  then  raised  up,  and  as  an 
indicator  of  the  proper  depth  an  inch  length  of  quill 
is  attached  to  the  fine  rimning  line  with,  a  little 
inner  plug  of  wood  or  quill.  Three  or  four  maggots 
or  a  cockspur  worm  must  be  impaled  on  the  bend 
of  the  hook  as  an  additional  attraction,  ^\^len  a 
grayling  takes  the  "  grasshopper,"  he  gives  a  sharp 
tug  which  cannot  be  mistaken.  The  cm-ious  part 
of  the  business  is  that  it  is  only  on  the  River  Teme, 
the  Lugg,  and  several  other  of  the  Shropshire  and 
Herefordshire  streams  that  this  remarkable  lure  is 
of  any  real  service.  On  the  Teme,  at  Leintwardine, 
which  is  considered  a  grayling  fisher's  paradise,  it  is 
interdicted  excepting  for  two  or  three  days  in  the 
season.  The  late  Francis  Francis,  in  his  work, 
"  A  Book  on  Anghng,"  states  that  he  has  known  a 
large  paimier  to  be  filled  twice  in  one  day  through 
its  agency,  but  although  I  have  often  tried  it 
myself  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  do  any  good  Avith  it.  Grayling  do  occasion- 
ally take  the"  minnow,  but  not  very  often.  I  once 
landed  five  in  one  day  on  the  Yore,  when  spinning 
for  trout,  but  that  was  an  exception. 

When  the  rivers  are  running  low  and  clear,  which, 
in  frosty  weather,  is  th^  best  time  for  "  swimming  " 
the  worm,  wading  is  almost  a  necessity  ;  but  always 
see  that  your  waders  are  perfectly  trustworthy,  as 
getting  wet  feet  in  the  depth  of  winter  is  a  very 
different  thing  to  doing  so  during  the  summer 
months.  Put  on  an  extra  pair  of  woollen  socks, 
and  if  you  should  by  accident  get  over  the  top  of 
vour  waders,  go  at  once  home  or  to  your  hotel  and 
effect  a  change  of  clothes  as  soon  as  possible. 
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LOCH  LEVEN  MANAGES 
HONOUEED. 

On  Saturday  last,  Mr.  John  Whyte,  the  well- 
known  and  highly-respected  manager  of  Loch 
Leven  Fishings,  was  entertained  to  a  complimentai-y 
dinner  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  and  presented 
with  a  cheque  for  £150  and  a  solid  silver  tray  by 
the  members  of  angling  clubs  frequenting  Loch 
Leven  and  friends.  Mr.  Wm.  Gillies,  hon.  secretary 
of  the  National  Angling  Clubs,  presided,  and  there 
was  a  large  and  representative  attendance  of  anglers. 
Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  W.  Robertson, 
G.  W.  McGreath,  Wm.  Robertson,  C.  McCullooh,  J. 
Malcolm,  and  J.  Gordon,  Glasgow  ;  Messrs.  Mackie 
and  Grosset,  Edinburgh  ;  Mr.  Maodonald,  Alloa  ; 
Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  Markinch  ;  Dr.  Garment,  Kelty  ; 
Messrs.  G.  B.  Black  and  John  G.  Dickson,  Tayport  ; 
Dr.  Mungle  and  Messrs.  L.  Gray  and  J.  J.  Harris, 
Kinross. 

The  Chairman,  in  the  cour.se  of  his  remarks. 


explained  that  a  unanimous  resolution  had  been 
come  to  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Angling  Clubs  Association,  held  in  June  last,  to 
issue  an  invitation  to  each  of  the  angling  clubs 
frequenting  Loch  Leven  to  subscribe  by  their 
individual  members  to  a  testimonial  to  Mr.  Whyte, 
who  has  been  in  office  for  over  thirty  years,  and 
manager  for  fifteen  years,  in  recognition  of  his  long 
and  valuable  services.  Mr.  Whyte,  he  said,  had 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  service  of 
the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Association.  He  was  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  had  carefully 
performed  the  duties  entrusted  to  him,  and  had 
risen  to  his  present  position  at  the  head  of  the  staff. 
He  referred  to  the  harmonious  feeling  which  pre- 
vailed between  Mr.  Whyte  and  the  boatmen,  with 
whom  he  was  a  favourite.  The  position  he  held 
was  not  without  its  difficulties,  as  he  had  to  contend 
with  many  things,  not  least  of  which  was  the 
unsuccessful  angler,  who,  failing  to  catch  fish  after 
perhaps  coming  a  long  distance,  and  having  nothing 


to  abuse,  often  abused  him.  He  had  been  able  to 
withstand  that,  and  their  hope  was  that  he  would 
be  able  to  give  them  some  of  the  good  baskets  of 
the  old  times,  when  they  came  in  with  their  flasks 
empty  and  their  creels  full.  Unfortunately,  they 
had  had  the  experience  of  both  the  flasks  and  the 
creels  empty.  He  was  sure  their  sympathy  was 
with  him  in  his  work.  He  had  before  him  the 
pleasant  task  of  handing  over  to  Mr.  Whyte  a  small 
recognition  of  his  great  worth.  (Hear,  hear.)  In 
the  name  of  259  subscribers,  he  handed  to  Mr.  Whyte 
a  silver  tray,  with  an  appropriate  inscription,  and  a 
cheque  for  £150,  and  hoped  he  would  be  long  spared 
to  enjoy  them,  and  thatjthe  piece  of  plate  would 
descend  as  an  heirloom  in  his  family,  and  be  recog- 
nised when  he  was  long  gone. 

Mr.  Whyte,  in  reply,  said  after  the  very  kind  and 
flattering  words  of  the  Chairman,  he  found  it 
difficult  to  give  adequate  expression  to  his  feelings 
of  thanks  for  the  honour  they  had  done  him  in 
entertaini  g  him  that  evening,  and  presenting  him 
with  so  valuable  a  testimonial,  which  he  felt  he  did 


not  deserve.  There  was  one  thing  that  had  forced 
itself  upon  him,  and  that  was  that  he  did  not  think 
he  had  so  many  friends.  The  Chairman  had  ascribed 
to  him  virtues  he  feared  he  did  not  possess.  Some- 
times he  lost  his  temper,  more  especially  when  an 
angler  who  had  not  been  successful  abused  him  for 
not  getting  fish.  As  the  Chairman  had  said,  he  had 
been  over  thirty  years  in  the  employment  of  the 
Association — it  was  now  his  thirty-eighth  year — 
and  in  that  time  he  had  risen  from  the  bottom  to 
the  top  of  the  tree,  and  he  could  now  go  no  further 
unless  they  gave  him  the  loch  in  his  own  hands. 
If  the  proprietor  handed  it  over  to  him,  he  would 
give  them  cheaper  fishing.  Sir  Basil  Montgomery 
was  very  anxious  that  the  Angling  Association 
should  try  and  improve  the  fishing.  He  thought 
they  had  done  as  much  as  they  could  in  that  way. 
In  connection  with  the  decreased  yield  in  the 
fishings  during  the  past  few  years,  he  thought  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  pike  was  caused  not 
so  much  by  the  presence  of  the  Ajnerican  weed  as  the 


large  number  of  pike  that  had  been  introduced  into 
the  loch  through  the  bursting  of  the  pike-infested 
waters  of  Loch  Glow  reservoir.  This  was  shown 
from  the  large  number  of  pike  got  in  the  nets  with 
their  backs  broken  and  showing  other  deformity  in 
being  swept  by  the  flood  over  the  rocks  in  their 
passage  from  the  hill  where  the  burst  occurred. 
The  presence  of  the  weed  was,  however,  a  great 
drawback  in  their  capture,  as  they  could  not  get 
the  nets  introduced.  He  had  advocated  the  intro- 
duction of  drift-nets  two  years  before  they  were  got. 
Had  they  been  got  sooner,  the  loch  would  not  have 
suffered  to  nearly  the  same  extent,  as  they  had 
proved  most  effective.  He  endorsed  what  the  Chair- 
man had  said  that  the  loch  was  recovering.  He 
would  not  say  that  it  would  be  back  to  its  old 
standard  of  productivity  next  year,  but  it  would  be 
pretty  well  up.  The  young  stock  were  coming  up 
very  well.  He  was  in  favour  of  a  limit  of  eight 
inches  in  the  size  of  the  fish  taken,  and  regretted  to 
say  he  had  seen  a  good  many  under  that  size  taken 
last  year.  He  had  no  doubt  in  his  mind  there  was 
much  better  fishing  in  store  for  the  angler  here  in 
the  future.  He  felt  very  much  when  anglers 
returned  "  clean  "  to  exact  the  full  boat  hire,  and 
believed  that  if  it  had  been  in  his  power  there  were 
some  days  he  would  have  been  content  in  getting 
only  the  boatmen's  wages.  These  bad  years  had 
had  a  very  disheartening  effect  upon  him.  When 
he  looked  back  upon  the  past  thirty-seven  years  of 
his  active  connection  with  the  loch,  and  recalled 
some  of  the  many  striking  and  amusing  incidents 
and  anecdotes,  he  regretted  he  had  not  kept  a  record 
of  these,  which  he  thought  would  fill  several  volumes, 
and  compare  favourably  with  books  of  that  kind. 
Often  in  his  wanderings  in  the  course  of  his  duty  by 
the  stream  sides  his  mind  recalled  the  days  gone  by 
when  old  faces  rose  to  view  with  whom  he  had  spent 
many  happy  days  on  the  loch.  He  could  always 
see  them  sitting  in  the  boat  beside  him.  Hundreds 
of  these  faces  had  gone  to  join  the  great  majority, 
and  he  was  left  there  with  what  he  would  call  the 
recruits.  There  were  many  of  these  who  came  in 
the'old  days  and  stayed  in  the  town  for  months  who 
were  a  greater  benefit  to  the  town  than  anglers 
nowadays  who  only  came  for  the  day.  He  came  of 
a  fishing  race.  His  forbears  were  tacksmen  of 
Loch  Leven.  They  came  from  Buckhaven,  and 
were  styled  the  "  Buckers,"  to  distinguish  them  from 
others  of  the  same  name.  They  rented  half  the 
loch,  for  which  they  only  paid  £80  Scots.  That 
was  a  rather  striking  contrast  to  the  present  rental 
of  £1000  for  the  whole.  One  half  of  the  loch  was 
sold  by  the  Blairadam  Estate  to  one  of  the  name  of 
Graham.  He  understood  there  was  a  belief  that 
there  was  a  charter  to  Loch  Leven,  but  they  would 
probably  know  in  the  course  of  a  few  months. 
There  has  always  been  one  of  his  forbears  on  the 
loch — sometimes  as  many  as  four.  He  could  now 
claim  a  family  connection  with  it  extending  back 
327  years.  In  conclusion,  he  again  thanked  them 
very  cordially  for  the  great  honour  they  had  done 
him  in  presenting  him  with  so  valuable  a  testimonial. 

Mr.  Jas.  Gordon,  Glasgow,  afterwards  presented 
Miss  Whyte  with  a  diamond  brooch,  in  the  name  of 
the  committee.  Mr.  John  G.  Dickson,  J.  P., 
Tayport,  replied  on  behalf  of  Miss  Whyte.  A 
pleasant  evening  was  spent  with  song  and  sentiment. 

R.  B.  Laing. 


HOW  EXPEETS  DIFFEE. 


A  GEEAT  difference  of  opinion  exists  among 
expert  anglers  as  to  the  best  methods  to  adopt  and 
tackle  to  use,  and  this  is  often  very  puzzling  to  the 
inexperienced.  I  will  attempt  to  compare  the 
various  styles  both  used  and  recommended,  and  try 
and  draw  therefrom  some  practical  conclusions. 

The  roach  being  by  far  the  most  popular  of  coarse 
fish,  and  as  a  really  expert  roach  angler  is  one 
among  a  very  select  few,  we  will  first  consider  the 
opinions  of  roach  fishermen  from  different  localities 
and  how  they  differ.  The  great  difference  between 
the  three  leading  styles  of  fishing  for  roach — London, 
Nottingham,  and  Sheffield — is  the  class  of  rod 
employed.  The  London  man  uses  a  light  pole  about 
18ft.  in  length  and  no  running  tackle,  his  line  being 
fixed  directly  to  the  point  of  his  rod.  The  Not- 
tingham angler's  rod,  although  a  much  shorter  one, 
is  perfect  of  its  kind,  being  about  lift,  in  length, 
has  rings  and  winch  fittmgs,  and  the  running  tackle 
which  this  angler  uses  minimises  to  a  great  extent 
the  disadvantages  of  the  shorter  rod.  The  Sheffield 
method  is  simplyj^a  variation  of  the  Nottingham 
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stA'lc,  the  tackle  iised  being  like  gossamer,  a  lighter 
rod  is  required,  and  yet  sufficiently  rigid  to  enable 
the  angler  to  get  out  his  extremely  light  tackle  with 
a  peculiar  overhead  cast  directly  from  the  reel, 
similar  to  casting  a  fly — a  certain  knack  he  has  in 
casting,  the  outcome  of  long  practice,  and  not  with 
the  side  cast  employed  bj'  most  Nottingham  anglers. 
The  fact  is,  the  sudden  taper  from  the  butt  of  many 
a  Sheffield  rod  gives  the  top  a  very  sharp  action, 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  fallacy  for 
an  angler  to  proclaim  any  of  these  styles  to  be  the 
best.  For  no  matter  how  expert  he  might  be,  he 
would  simply  show  great  ignorance  of  all  waters 
except  those  in  his  own  locality. 

For  roach  fishing  in  deep,  still  waters  like  the  Lea 
Navigable  Canal,  or  slow-running  rivers  such  as  the 
Bedford  Ouse,  Witham,  Mole,  and  Medway,  or  for 
ponds,  lakes,  or  meres,  an  ordinary  London  roach- 
pole  is  undoubtedly  the  best,  for  its  point  can  be 
kept  right  over  the  float  and  a  fish  hooked  instantly, 
there  being  no  slack  line  between  the  float  and  rod  ; 
but  in  drains,  canals,  and  shallow  streams  such  as 
those  often  fished  by  Midland  and  north  country 
roachers,  the  fact  of  the  rod  being  directly  over  the 
float,  and  consequently  the  feeding  fish,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  it  would  scare  the  timid  roach  and 
be  detrimental  to  sport,  hence  the  success  of  the 
fine  and  far-o£E  method  employed  by  the  anglers 
who  frequent  these  waters. 

Again,  the  professional  Thames  angler  uses  a  large 
tapered  cork  float  six  or  seven  inches  in  length  and 
half  an  inch  in  diameter  at  its  thickest  part.  The 
expert  Lea  man  often  uses  a  stumpy  porcupine-quill, 
the  Nottingham  angler  a  4in.  goose-quill,  and  the 
Sheffield  angler  a  Sin.  pigeon  or  crow-quill  float,  yet 
each  win  assure  one  that  his  particular  pattern  of 
float  is  the  best  for  roach  fishing.  In  my  humble 
opinion  this  statement  is  incorrect.  The  great  point 
to  be  considered  when  choosing  a  float  for  a  particular 
swim  is,  how  much  (or,  rather,  how  little)  weight  is 
required  to  keep  the  bait  on  or  ne;tr  the  bottom. 
The  float  should  then  be  regulated  to  the  weight 
required,  and  not  the  shots  to  the  float.  With 
respect  to  the  method  of  fishing,  many  good  roachers 
recommend  tight  corking — that  is,  float  legering— 
as  the  one  and  only  method  for  fishing  for  roach, 
mostly  capping  their  argument  in  favour  of  this 
method  with  the  apparently  convincing  statement 
that  "  All  the  best  roach  are  taken  by  it."  Another 
argument  they  put  forth  to  support  their  belief  is, 
'■  When  on  the  feed  a  roach  always  swims  with  its 
nose  on  the  bottom,  grubbing  about  in  search  for 
food."'  Also  :  "  Roach  can  see  objects  best  when 
below  them  "  ;  while  those  anglers  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  swim  their  baits  (and  many  experts  do  so) 
hold  that  roach  can  see  better  above  than  below 
their  own  level.  Yet,  in  face  of  this  statement,  and 
in  .spite  of  the  fact  that  both  will  agree  that  the 
shot  should  be  out  of  sight,  they  both  often  have  their 
shot  as  well  as  the  bait  where,  according  to  their 
theory,  it  can  be  most  easily  «een  by  the  fish.  I 
am  convinced  that  the  sense  of  sight  has  little  or 
nothing  to  do  with  the  position  in  which  roach 
feed,  and  although  they  are  at  times  influenced  in 
their  habits  by  the  temperature  of  the  water, 
power  of  sunlight,  wind,  etc.,  the  condition  of  the 
bottom  has  far  more  influence  than  most  anglers 
believe. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  sea.^on  and  just 
after  .spawning,  it  is  the  habit  of  roach  (where 
po.ssible)  to  visit  swift  gravelly  shallows  to  cleanse 
themselves,  and  when  on  these  shallows  they  feed 
largely  on  food  floating  dowTi,  also  flies  on  the 
surface.  Afterwards,  when  they  return  to  their 
usual  haunts  (holes,  eddies,  and  gentle  swims)  for 
the  autumn,  the  weeds  being  full  of  aquatic  insects 
and  other  natural  fish  food,  they  root  about  in 
them  in  search  for  it.  I  have  seen  them  at  it  with 
their  tails  as  straight  up  as  a  ramrod,  similar  to 
ducks,  and  their  caudal  fins  waving  to  and  fro  ;  but 
in  -winter,  when  frosts  have  killed  the  weeds,  and 
these  dead  and  sour  weeds  and  innumerable  freshly- 
fallen  and  partly  decayed  leaves  often  carpet  the 
bottom,  the  fish  naturally  refrain  from  stirring  up 
the.se  objectionable  accumulations  when  in  search 
for  food,  and  prefer  to  feed  in  mid-water  ;  but  after 
floods  have  cleared  away  this  debris  and  left  the 
swim  clean  again,  the  fish  start  searching  for  worms 
and  other  food  washed  into  the  river  by  floods. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  it  will  bo  seen  that 
the  really  expert  angler  must  study  the  habits  of 
the  fish  and  angle  for  them  at  whatever  depth  his 
experience  leads  him  to  believe  they  arc  feeding  at, 
never  binding  him.self  to  any  particular  method. 
If  roach  can  be  caught  with  artificial  flies  at  certain 
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p^iods  of  the  year,  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  caught  from  six  to  twenty-four  inches 
off  the  bottom  or  in  mid-water  at  other  periods  (say, 
in  hot  weather)  with  suitable  baits.  Some  anglers 
say  that  when  light-legering  with  a  float,  one  should 
use  a  loose  or  running  bullet  stopped  by  a  sparrow 
shot,  as  there  is  less  resistance  to  the  fish  when 
taking  the  bait.  This  is  a  great  mistake.  Shots 
are  much  to  be  preferred,  for  apart  from  the  fact 
that  a  running  bullet  or  lead  quickly  fraj's  and  spoils 
a  gut  line,  by  careful  observation  it  can  easily  be 
seen  that  should  a  fish  rise  with  the  bait,  the  lead 
forms  an  acute  angle  in  the  line,  and  one  will  strike 
on  the  bullet  first  and  most  likely  miss  the  fish.  In 
short,  I  am  convinced  that  shots  rather  aid  anglers 
in  striking  than  otherwise,  and  they  frequently  fail 
to  hook  roach  after  roach,  which  would  never  be  the 
case  if  they  used  shots  instead  of  a  bifllet. 

The  proper  distance  at  which  to  fix  the  first  shot 
from  the  hook  is  yet  another  point  about  which 
experts  differ.  For  swimming ^the  bait,  however,  in 
the  ordinary  course,  the  first  shot  should  be  fixed 
about  a  foot  above  the  hook,  and  the  remainder  (if 
any)  in  a  string  a  foot  higher  ;  but  in  ratlier  swift 
streams,  or  if  using  breadcrust  as  a  bait,  or  if 
gudgeon  fishing,  then  fix  a  very  small  shot  about 
four  inches  from  the  hook.  When  tight-corking,  as 
the  shots  lie  on  the  bottom,  there  is  no  necessity  to 
place  them  so  far  from  the  hook.  Six  inches  is  the 
most  that  should  be  allowed  between  the  hook  and 
the  first  shot,  the  remainder  being  a  little  way 
apart,  otherwise  many  fish  will  take  the  bait,  play 
with  it,  and  drop  it  again  without  moving  this  shot 
and  consequently  the  float. 

I  may  just  mention  in  passing  that  those  anglers 
who  advocate  only  the  bottom  attachment  for  the 
float  (cap)  should  remember  that  if  the  float  used 
be  a  large  one,  it  is  likely  to  deaden  the  effect  of  the 
stroke  when  thus  used,  and  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  anglers  miss  many  fish  from  this  cause.  By 
far  the  most  important  part  of  the  angler's  outfit, 
but  that  which  many  ignore,  is  the  hook.  Scores  of 
times  I  have  seen  anglers  strike  a  fish  and  bring  it 
to  the  surface,  only  to  see  it  get  free  from  being 
badly  hooked  ;  yet  they  will  not  believe  it  is  the 
bend  of  the  hook  they  are  using  that  is  to  blame. 
Because  a  short-shanked  hook  is  easily  covered,  and 
anglers  get  a  few  more  bites  when  using  one  of  this 
shape,  they  consider  it  is  the  best  hook,  and  continue 
in  their  belief  in  spite  of  the  continued  ineffectual 
hooking  of  fish.  In  the  "  Book  of  the  Roach,"  Mr. 
Greville  Fennell  advised  the  use  of  long-shanked 
"  Crystal  "  hooks,  and  although  these  hooks  have 
been  on  the  market  over  thirty  years,  they  still 
stand  unsurpassed  for  hooking  and  holding  power. 
The  reason  for  this  is  not  far  to  seek :  owing  to  the 
length  of  the  shank,  the  angle  of  pull  is  practically 
unimpaired  ;  whereas,  in  a  short-shanked  hook 
(especially  a  round  bent  one)  the  entire  tendency  is 
towards  a  cross  pull  on  the  inside  of  the  point.  Thus 
the  hook  does  not  penetrate,  and  only  tears  the 
fish's  mouth. 

There  are  one  or  two  patterns  of  short-shanked 
hooks  on  the  market  with  slightly  in-turned  points 
which  ought  to  answer,  but  the  good  effect  of  their  in- 
turned  points  is  lost  owing  to  their  being  "  snecked," 
and  until  something  better  is  discovered  for  the 
bending  of  short-shanked  hooks,  the  expert  will, 
without  doubt,  continue  in  favour  of  the  long- 
shanked  "  Crystal."  Comparatively  few  expert 
anglers  believe  in  scent  for  attracting  the  fish  or 
causing  them  to  feed,  though  nearly  all  agree  certain 


scents  (or  it  may  be  the  taste),  such  as  that  of 
tobacco  or  sour  or  stale  paste,  wheat,  grains, 
ground-bait,  etc.,  will  drive  them  from  a  swim  or 
stop  their  feeding.  Some  believe  in  a  little  sweeten- 
ing or  colouring  matter  being  mixed  with  their 
pastes,  but  this,  I  fancy,  is  more  a  fad  than  other- 
wise. An  Old  Roacher. 


AMEEICAN  NOTES. 

The  American  Geannom. 
Trout  have  been  hard  at  work  on  the  spawning 
beds  for  several  weeks,  but  I  have  seen  none  of  the 
very  large  brown  trout  known  to  inhabit  this  stream. 
A  kingfisher  has  been  playing  the  deuce  with  the 
smaller  fish,  and  it  was  only  on  Dec.  7  that  I^was 
able  to  put  a  stop  to  its  ravages  with  a  charge  of 
shot.  All  its  companions  had  flown  southward  long 
ago,  but  this  bird  had  been  observed  almost  daily 
since  Oct.  2.  It  was  extremely  wild  and  cunning. 
Kingfi.shers  were  very  numerous  this  summer,  and 
must  have  dons  great  damage  during  the  long 
drought.  The  crest  feathers  of  this  bird  make  good 
legs  for  the  American  Grannom,  being  u.sually  of  a 
dark  dun  colour.  The  last  kingfisher  killed  had  a 
black  head. 

Our  Grannom  is  about  the  colour  of  a  dark  blue 
coot  feather,  and  sometimes  comes  on  in  great 
swarms  on  warm  evenings  in  June.  At  least  that 
is  the  season  for  them  at  an  elevation  of  about  1500 
feet.  At  a  lower  level  they  may  hatch  out  two  or 
three  weeks  earlier. 

The  European  S.  Fario  in  America  and  Dry 
Fly  Fishing. 

The  brown  trout  have  displaced  our  brook  trout 
in  many  streams.  During  the  last  ten  years  great 
numbers  of  fry  have  been  distributed  from  the  New 
York  State  Hatcheries,  and  they  grow  very  fast. 
Very  large  specimens  are  aken  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  difficult  to  find  feathers  suitable  for  the 
wings  of  Pale  Duns  in  this  country.  We  have  no 
bird  like  your  starling,  which  furnishes  a  great 
variety  of  shades  at  different  ages.  The  robin,  a 
red-breasted  thrush,  has  fine  dark  wing  feathers, 
but  is  protected  at  all  seasons. 

I  have  been  on  the  look-out  for  a  bird  which  wiU 
supply  fine  Pale  Dun  feathers  for  years,  but  so  far 
have  found  nothing  that  satisfied  me.  Our  flies  for 
fine  work  are  usually  larger  than  the  dry  flies  I 
imported  some  years  ago.  I  still  have  a  box  full  of 
patterns  that  did  not  take  well. 

At  one  time  I  was  quite  insane  on  the  subject  of 
dry  fly  fishing,  and  worked  very  hard  to  little 
purpose.  I  remember  well  my  first  attempt.  Many 
trout  were  rising  at  some  microscopic  flies  in  an 
eddy  at  the  head  of  a  pool.  A  swift  current  ran 
between  myself  and  the  rising  fish,  and  I  began  with 
a  casting  line  of  Holland's  gossamer  gut  and  a  Dun 
of  some  sort  on  a  00  hook.  The  flies  cocked  all 
right,  but  the  instant  they  lit  on  the^water  the  line 
was  seized  by  the  current,  and  they  were  dragged 
rapidly  down  stream.  As  the  line  sank,  the  fly  had 
to  take  a  long  dive  before  another  cast  could  be 
made,  and  was  soon  well  soaked.  I  laboured  away 
until  perspiration  streamed  down  my  face,  got  ten 
rises,  and  caught  one  ^Ib.  trout.  I  was  using  a  10ft. 
lOoz.  rod  of  English  make. 

Steel-like  Cane. 

Why  is  it  that  so  few  makers  of  split  bamboo 
rods  use  the  steely  kind  of  cane  ?  All  the  bamboo 
imported  appears  to  be  of  the  same  variety,  but 
there  is  an  extraordinary  difference  in  quality.  Yet 
there  are  manufacturers  who  seem  to  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  an  unlimited  supply  of  the  steel- 
like, snappy  kind.  I  fancy  that  it  may  be  in  the 
seasoning.  For  instance,  I  had  a  new  tip  (top) 
made  for  a  very  fine  old  rod.  It  seemed  all  right, 
but  was  much  heavier  than  the  old  tip,  and  would 
not  woi'k  well  with  the  old  butt  and  middle.  It  was 
too  heavy  for  them.  One  of  our  manufacturers  sells 
nothing  but  the  highest  class  of  rod  at  top  prices, 
yet  seems  to  be  able  to  tvim  out  "any  number  of  rods 
required  by  his  enormous  trade.  There  must  be 
some  method  of  seasoning  or  preparing  the  cane  to 
secure  such  uniform  results  in  the  tournament  class 
of  rods  which  is  now  largely  used  in  ordinary  stream 
fishing.  When  I  treat  myself  to  a  new  rod  of  this 
description,  I  propose  to  have  a  good-sized  shaped 
handle  of  cork,  even  if  it  adds  somewhat  to  the 
apparent  weight.  I  dislike  the  extremely  small  grip 
so  much  used  at  present. 
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American  May  Flies,  etc. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  specimens  of  May  Flies  I 
wi-ote  about  went  to  i)ieccs  in  my  rough  trip  over 
the  mountains.  The  damage  Was  very  great,  as  my. 
trunk  fell  off  the  stage,  and  the  roads  wei'te'  very  had 
for  many  miles.  However,  it  was  specimens  of  the 
olive  sub-imago,  and  not  the  light-coloured  perfect 
insect  which  I  wislied  to  send.  Tbo  former  was  a 
great  fat  thing,  a  dcliglitful  mouthful  for  a  fish. 
The  last  M'-ere  all  wings  and  tails,  and  were  of  all 
sizes.  It  was  hard  to  believe  that  they  were  the 
same  species.  Will  liojie  for  better  luck  next  season 
after  getting  a  suj^ply  of  widc-mouthed  bottles. 

Shooting  Hard  Work. 
Shooting  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  hard  work 
and  grouse  so  wild  that  one  must  be  satisfied  with 
small  results.  An  English  sportsman  would  pro- 
bably find  it  poor  fun  after  the  heavily-stocked 
preserves  to  wliich  he  is  accustomed.  Our  rufled 
grouse  is  one  of  the  fevvj^birds  that  can  fly  at  express 
speed  through  the  thickest  covers.  Our  woodcock 
is  smaller  than  the  European  variety,  but  a  fine 
bird  for  all  that.  In  size  and  weight  they  vary 
greatly.    The  female  is  the  la-gor  bird  of  a  pair. 

Insect  Life. 

In  spite  of  very  cold  weather,  with  ice  and  snow, 
I  have  noted  many  moths  hatching  in  the  woods. 
One  cold  afternoon,  when  fine  flakes  of  snow  were 
being  driven  before  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  north- 
west, many  of  these  insects  were  fluttering  about 
in  the  woods.  They  were  quite  large,  and  dirty 
yellow  in  colour. 

I  have  been  disappointed  in  the  number  of 
ephemera  and  other  insects  on  the  water  in  Septem- 
ber and  October.  I  expected  to  find  most  of  the 
species  observed  in  May  and  June,  but  this  year 
they  were  few  indeed.  Consequently  not  many 
trout  were  rising,  and  I  saw  none  of  the  big  fellows. 
A  few  years  ago,  on  my  last  visit,  these  big  trout 
were  often  visible  in  the  shallow  wat^r  at  the  tails 
of  the  big  pools.  Sometimes  they  were  s-o  tame 
that  one  could  sit  down  and  study  their  movements 
at  his  leisure.  >■ 

I  do  not  sympathise^with  the  people  who  are 
prejudiced  against  tlie  bro^vn  trout.  The  presence 
of  really  large  fish  in  any  water  adds  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  fishing,  and  personally  I  would  rather 
take  one  big  trout  than  a  basketful  of  medium  size. 

Low  Water  Deadly  to  Big  Trout. 

Extreme  low  water  during  the  summer  months  is 
responsible  for  the  destruction  of  large  numbers  of 
the  best  fish.  Many  people  camiot  resist  temptation 
when  they  see  big  trout  in  positions  where  they  can 
be  easily  taken  by  unfair  and  unlawful  means.  I 
was  very  sorry,  however,  for  a  little  boy  who  killed 
a  4|lb.  trout  on  a  shallow  with  a  stick.  The  fi.sh 
Was  forcing  his  way  over  a  ripple,  or  riffle,  as  it  is 
sometimes  called,  and  the  child,  only  six  years  old, 
attacked  it  of  course.  He  was  a  proud  boy,  indeed, 
when  he  earned  the  big  fish  to  his  father,  and 
the  latter  was  proud  of  his  boy,  making  no  secret 
of  the  deed.  In  fact,  he  nailed  the  head  of  the 
trout  where  everyone  could  see  it,  and  a  game 
warden  or  inspector,  passing  by,  inquired  into  the 
matter.  The  result  was  that  a  fine  of  twenty-live 
dollars  was  imposed  and  paid — quite  a  large  sum 
in  the  rural  districts,  and  too  large  an  amount  to 
lose  anywhere. 

I  saw  six  fine  trout  at  work  on  a  small  rift 
in  a  side  stream.  There  were  two  fish  of  l|lb.  to 
21b.  each,  and  four  of  about  |lb.  The  back 
fins  of  the  larger  fish  were  out  of  water,  and 
the  whole  party  crowded  into  a  small  space.  These 
little  spring  brooks  are  called  "  bennie-kills  "  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  "  Kill  "  appears  to  have 
been  the  old  Dutch  term  for  streams  of  considerable 
size,  and  "  bcnno  "  or  "  bennie  "  must  be  a  diminu- 
tive term  applied  to  tributaries  too  short  to  merit  a 
distinctive  name.  Thoy  afford  excellent  facilities 
for  spawning,  and  the  large  fish  are  not  obliged  to 
go  far  from  the  main  river  in  order  to  find  excellent 
locations  for  their  redds. 

Deer  Shooting. 

The  season  for  deer  shooting  in  this  country  is 
limited  to  the  first  fifteen  days  in  November.  Dogs 
are  not  allowed,  and  as  not  enough  snow  has  fallen 
for  tracking,  still  hunting  has  not  been  pursued 
With  much  success.  The  country  is  rough  and 
mountainous,  and  in  the  forests  a  man  hunting 
alone,  with  a  thick  carpet  of  dry  leaves  under  foot, 
has  small  chance  of  seeing  a  dcor,  much  less  a  shot 
at  one. 


It  is  rather  dreary  in  the  country  at  this  season. 
The  birds  have  gone  for  tlic  most  part,  the  hum  and 
buzz  of  insect  life  has  ceased,  the  leaves,  which  were 
recently  so  beautiful,  are  on  the  ground,  brown  and 
withered.  On  a  still  day  Nature  seems  to  be  dead, 
or  at  least  in  a  comatose  state.  Even  the  light  of 
day  is  hard  and  cold.  As  I  write,  the  wind  is 
shrieking  and  tearing  at  this  frail  wooden  house  as 
if  determined  to  carry  it  oil  bodily. 

Houses  not  Adapted  to  the  Climate. 

The  houses  here  are  not  adapted  to  the  winter 
climate.  Many  of  the  rooms  are  closed  and  the 
family  occupy  only  a  few  which  can  be  kept  fairly 
warm.  In  fact  the  kitchen  is  apt  to  be  the  sitting- 
room,  as,  if  small,  it  is  usually  warm,  not  to  say  red 
hot.  Notwithstanding  the  cold  snap,  moths  were 
hatching  out  in  the  woods  on  Nov.  16.  Saw  two 
robins  after  a  snowstorm  on  the  ninth. 

Difficulties   of  Amateur  Fly  Dressers  in 
America. 

|i;  I  have  seen  very  large  quills  used  on  English 
flies.  They  were  ribbed,  but  were  certainly  much 
larger  and  heavier  than  peacock  quill,  as  I  have 
collected  many  of  the.se,  hoping  to  find  some  big 
enough  for  the  flies  I  wished  to  tie.  No  one  sells 
fly  material  in  this  country,  and  many  useful  or 
necessary  articles  can  only  be  got  by  importation 
from  abroad.  Even  if  this  is  done,  the  American 
amateur  is  frequently  disappointed,  as  it  is  difficult 
to  describe  just  what  is  required.  I  wonder  where 
you  find  all  your  condors  and  adjutants  ?  Yet  the 
former  is  a  South  American  bird.  I  fancy  that 
albatross  quills  would  be  excellent  for  floating  flies, 
as  the  feathers  of  this  bird  are  full  of  oil.  Unfor- 
tunately, I  lost  the  only  feather  of  thi.?  kind  I  ever 
had.  Last  August  I  saw  the  first  white  spinners  I 
have  ever  found  on  our  streams.  There  was  just  a 
little  red  or  rosy  colour  in  the  body,  a  beautiful 
ephemera,  and  not  very  small,  certainly  twice  the 
size  of  your  Jenny  Spinner.  Thanl^ul  am  I  that 
we  have  small  occasion  for  the  use  of  000  hooks. 

The  streams  were  almost  dry  during  the  last  of 
the  summer  months,  and  being  something  of  an 
invalid  at  the  time  I  did  not  go  far  afield,  and  fished 
only  in  the  evening.  When  I  saw  a  good  trout,  or 
heard  of  one,  as  inhabiting  a  particular  pool,  I  went 
for  it  again  and  again.  One  fish  resisted  all  my 
wik's  for  two  weeks  after  I  discovered  it,  when  rising 
at  natural  flies.  These  so-called  "  big  fisli  "  were 
from  thirteen  inches  to  seventeen  inches  long,  all 
brown  or  yellow  trout,  but  were  not  so  heavy  by 
some  ounces  as  your  chalk  stream  trout.  We  have 
in  this  country  a  few  limestone  streams,  which  are 
slow  flowing  and  filled  with  moss.  This  contains 
great  quantities  of  trout  food,  and  a  sixteen-inch 
native  will  weigh  •21b.  plump  in  June.  One  fre- 
quently hears  of  heavy  weight  for  length,  but  these 
trout  are  usually  weighed  in  the  mind  of  the  captor 
and  shrink  horribly  if  placed  in  the  scales.  Many 
men  who  are,  or  consider  themselves,  truthful  in 
everyday  affairs,  do  not  fail  to  exaggerate  when 
recounting  their  successes  in  fishing. 

Theodore  Gordon. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Be]}orts  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — A  merry  Christ- 
mas to  you  all.  The  Thames  is  in  very  good  order, 
and  those  who  fish  during  the  festive  season  should 
be  well  rewarded.  During  the  week  roach  have 
fed  exceedingly  well.  At  Ditton,  in  two  hours,  Mr. 
C.  H.  C.  Lowe  and  friend  had  two  and  a  half  dozen 
very  decent  fish,  and  anglers  at  Hampton  Court 
did  well.  Reports  from  many  stations  show  that 
during  the  week  the  fishing  has  been  good,  especially 
with  roach  and  chub.  Mr.  Newhani,  the  new  pro- 
fessional at  Chertsey,  also  gives  a  good  account  of 
the  fishing  in  that  reach,  but  few  anglers  have  been 
out.  One  angler  had  a.  31b.  bream,  hooked  foul 
when  Bpinnintj.  A  roach  of  lib.  13oz.  has  been 
had  at  Old  Windsor  and  a  barbel  of  41b.  Fishing 
has  impro\  ed  in  the  tideway,  where  the  water  is 
an  excellent  colour,  but  the  stream  is  not  strong 
enough  to  drive  the  fish  in  to  the  bank,  and  so 
it  ia  necessary  to  try  a  moderate  stream.  At 
Twickenham  a  now  angling  club  has  been  formed, 
and  will  be  known  as  the  Twickenham  Piscatorial 
Society.  The  headquarters  are  at  the  Horse  and 
Groom.  At  Abingdon  a  take  of  301b.  of  pike  by  Mr. 
Emmens  is  recorded.  Tlie  Thames  Conservancy  at 
its  meeting  on  Monday  received  a  letter  from  Lord 


Blytliswood  and  others  .stating  that  the  West 
Surrey  Water  Company  were  building  an  engine- 
house  abutting  on  the  towpath  between  Walton 
and  Halliford,  and  urging  that  this  was  wholly 
unneco-sary  and  a  wanton  injury  to  the  beauty 
an  1  amenity  of  the  river.  The  board  decided  to 
reply  that  they  had  no  power  to  interfere. — F.  H. 

AmI'IILK'IT. 

Thames  (Chertsey  Weir).  —  Fishing  at  this 
resort  will,  with  this  weather,  continue  good  for 
pike  and  all  other  fishing  during  the  holidays. 
Mr.  Grass  liad  two  to  three  dozen  mixed  fish  below 
tlie  w(Mr  on  gentles,  which  is  at  present  the  only 
taking  bait  here.  The  water  is  perfect  just  now, 
and  wo  expect  to  have  a  record  piking  take  during 
this  week. — A.  Newham. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  has  been  running 
a  very  nice  colour  during  the  past  week  with  a 
fairly  good  stream.  Although  there  has  been  an 
improvement  in  the  way  of  sport  it  has  nob  been 
at  all  regular.  Mr.  Barnard,  fi.shing  with  R.  Young, 
has  taken  jack  of  31b.  and  81b.  By  the  way,  a 
"  wire" — R.  Young, Medmenham— will  always  find 
him.  Mr.  Macdonold,  fishing  with  G.  Vaughan, 
has  taken  several  chub  up  to  31b.  with  pith  and 
brains.  Patrons  of  J.  James  and  G.  Arlett  have 
boon  rewarded  with  roach  and  jack.  Mr.  Miller, 
fishing  the  Loddon  water.s  with  W.  Vaughan,  has 
taken  twenty  perch,  averaging  Jib.  each,  and  a  jack 
of  31b.  In  the.se  waters,  too,  Messr.-?.  Batt  and 
Lovellhave  creeled  about  301b.  of  chub.  Mr.  Lovell, 
fishing  a  private  lake  a  few  days  sinca,  took  sixteen 
pike,  scaling  701b.,  at  Hambledon.  A  chub  of 
4lb.  8oz.  has  been  caught.  At  Shiplake,  Mr.  Pratt 
lias  taken  a  nice  pike  of  14lb.  Mr.  Pryke, 
of  the  Henley  Angling  Society,  has  taken  jack  up 
to  'Jib.  Mr.  G.  Smith,  of  the  Henley  Working 
Men's  Club,  has  weighed  in  roach  vip  to  1  lb.  7:^02. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Macdonald,  fishing  with  G. 
Vaughan,  took  fourteen  chub,  eight  of  which 
weighed  21  lb.  4oz.,  the  best  fi?h  scaling  41b.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Reeves,  of  the  Henley  A.S.,  has  weighed  in 
several  nice  lots  of  roach.  The  Henley  A  S.  fish  a 
pike  match  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  which, 
with  the  water  in  such  splendid  condition,  .should 
prove  very  successful  and  enjoyable. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
BRiDCiE,  Clankield,  NEAR  Faringdon. — Water 
here  in  grand  condition.  Pike  fishing  good.  A 
gentleman  from  Swindon,  out  on  Dec.  17,  landed  a 
fine  specimen  fish.  Hope  to  be  busy  with  the  gaff 
this  Christmas. — A.  Stracey. 

Thames  (Tedding^ton  Weir). — Water  in  good 
condition  for  fishing  tides  early.  Have  had  good 
sport  all  the  week  with  roach  up  to  lib.,  jack  up 
to  51b.,  few  bream  and  dace  ;  best  day  with  Mr.  G. 
Chapman,  of  the  Devonshire  Arms,  PiccadiUy, 
20lb.  of  roach  and  dace,  one  jack,  one  bream. 
Later. — Few  hours  with  Mr.  Williams,  some  good 
roach  from  Jib.  to  1  lb.,  and  one  jack  of  SJlb. — 
W.  McBride. 

Thames  (Weybridge). — I  have  not  much  to  re- 
port of  fishing  this  week,  there  having  been  so  few 
anglers.  H.  Curr,  fishing  with  Jlr.  H.  George, 
has  had  several  takes  of  good  bream  and  roach,  and 
fishing  on  Tuesday  with  Mr.  Merme  and  friend,  sevsn 
good  bream — best  one  31b.  4Joz.  Mr.  T.  Strudwick 
has  had  several  takes  of  good  roach.  The  water  is 
in  excellent  condition  for  all-round  angling. — Chas. 
A.  Shaylor. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  Chub  and  jack 
are  feeding  well,  and  roach  at  times.  Have  had 
fairly  good  sport  with  jack,  but  nothing  big,  best 
fish  41b.  lloz.,  and  chub  up  to  31b.  2oz.,  and  hope 
to  do  better  during  the  Christmas  holidays  if 
favoured  with  clients.  I  have  seen  three  large  jack 
hooked  here  lately,  but  all  for  the  best  of  the  fight. 
— P.  Brown  (Fisherman). 

Avon  (Ringfwood). — This  river  is  still  very  low 
and  clear,  but  the  pike  have  been  feeding  much 
better,  especially  during  the  latter  part  of  last 
week.  On  Saturday,  Dec.  16,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
R.  Howe  took  nine  fish,  the  former  taking  five 
fish  of  SJlb.,  81b.,  5Jlb.,  41b.,  and  31b. ;  the  latter, 
four  fish  of  81b.,  51b.,  41b.,  and  a  splendid  fish  of 
22Jlb.  On  Dec.  18,  five  fish  up  to  7^1b.— M.  W. 
Hayter. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — The  river  is 
in  excellent  condition  for  all  coar.so  fishing.  The  last 
few  days  of  lovely  spring-like  weather  has  been  all 
that  anglers  could  wish  for,  and  a  fair  proportion  of 
rods  have  been  out  on  this  stretch  of  free  water 
with  decent  winter  takes  of  roach,  but  it  is  as  weU 
to  ask  on  the  spot  for  the  best  swims.  Punt  on  the 
spot,  but  bank  angling  is  clean,  all  grass  land.  Pike 
are  numerous,  but  the  sudden  change  in  the  weather 
has  not  assisted  their  movements  some  days.  There 
is  a  good  shoal  of  silver  bream  by  the  locks.  With 
continued  open  weather  sport  is  encouraging.  Com- 
pliments of  the  season  to  the  Editor  and  all  anglers. 
—John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 
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Biire  (Norfolk,  Wrozliam    District).  —  The 

river  is  in  very  fair  volume  wnd  colour  for  roach, 
perch,  and  piko  fishing,  while  the  weather  is  also 
fairly  good,  though  somewhat  too  calm  and  mild 
for  pike  fishing  to  be  very  remunerative.  Indeed, 
this  latter  sport  is  rather  discouraging,  and  has 
been  since  the  commencement  of  the  season,  al- 
though I  heard  recently  of  at  least  one  decent  take 
of  a  dozen  fish  from  the  river,  one  going  about 
101b.,  but  this  may  be  regarded  as  something  ex- 
ceptional. A  fiih  or  two  a  day  seems  to  be  abovit 
as  much  as  one  may  now  look  for,  and  not  very  big 
then,  but  on  the  private  preserved  broads,  matters 
are  very  difierent,  the  sport  often  being  magnifi- 
cent, both  for  size  and  numbers.  These,  however, 
are  rarely  open  to  even  the  privileged  few  until  the 
shooting  season  has  closed,  which  is  unluckily  full 
late  for  pike-fishing.  Roach  are  now  in  splendid 
condition  all  along  the  river,  and  feed  readily  either 
to  float,  paternoster,  or  ledger,  baiting  with  paste 
or  small  red  worm.  On  mild  days,  one  still  is  likely 
to  get  a  bream  or  two,  but  these  fish  are  rather  thin 
now,  though  very  active.  Perch  should  now  be 
found  congregated  wherever  there  is  a  hard  bottom 
and  fair  depth,  paternostering  or  ledgering  with 
worm  or  liv-e  minnow,  paternoster  or  float  tackle 
will  kill.  All  fish,  except  pike  and  dace,  will  now  be 
in  capital  condition  until  April,  and  for  roach, 
perch,  and  bream,  April  1  would  be  quite  early 
enough  to  cease  fishing  should  the  propoied  close 
season  become  law.  It  would  doubtless  be  of 
valuable  assistance  in  improving  our  broadland 
fisheries,  but  the  lack  of  it  is  not  the  entire  reason 
of  our  rivers  present  undoubted  deterioration. 
Weather  mild,  E.S.E.  wind,  prospects  very  fair. — 
C.  H.  Taylok. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  River 
Restocking  Committee  have  reported  to  the  Dart 
Board  of  Conservators  that  1000  yearling  trout 
were  placed  in  the  West  Dart  last  May,  and  that 
orr  Dec.  6  another  2000  were  obtained  from  the 
Braunton  Fishery,  and  800  were  placed  in  the 
Hems,  500  in  the  river  below  Staverton,  including 
250  Loch  Levens,  liberated  in  the  still  waters, 
and  1000  between  Rill  and  Stretchford.  All  the 
fish  arrived  alive  and  appeared  to  be  strong  and 
healthy.  It  was  proposed  to  purchase  another  2000 
in  March,  1000  to  be  placed  in  the  West  Dart  and 
tributaries,  and  1000  in  the  East  Dart  and  tribu- 
taries. The  total  cost,  including  expenses,  has 
been  £53  123.,  of  which  the  balance  beyond  £50 
would  be  met  by  Mr.  Sidney  Adams'  subscription. 
Mr.  Barrington,  who  forwarded  £25  13s.  6d.  for 
the  Duchy  licences  in  the  past  season,  suggested 
that  a  portion  of  the  amount  annually  received  by 
the  conservators  from  this  source  should  be  devoted 
to  restocking.  About  £30  has  been  raised  locally 
for  restocking  the  West  Dart,  apart  from  that  ex- 
pended by  the  board  this  year. — Devoni-^jst. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — In  the  Exe,  near 
Exwick  Fields,  some  pike  and  roach  have  been 
caught,  also  some  perch  near  Cowley,  while  in  the 
Canal,  at  Limekilns,  and  near  Topsham,  some  pike 
and  a  few  small  roach  have  been  taken.  At  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Dart  Board  of  Conserva- 
tors, at  Totnes,  the  Hon.  Richard  Dawson  presided, 
when  the  River  Restocking  Committee  reported 
that  1000  yearling  trout  were  placed  in  the  West 
Dart  last  May,  and  on  Dec.  6,  2000  were  obtained 
from  the  Braunton  fi-sh  farm,  800  being  placed  in 
the  Hem-,  50<)  in  the  river  below  Staverton,  in- 
cluding 250  Loch  Levens,  liberated  in  the  still 
waters,  and  1000  between  Rill  and  Stretford.  It 
was  proposed  to  purchase  a  further  2000  next 
March,  to  be  placed  in  the  West  Dart  and  tribu- 
taries, and  1000  in  the  East  Dart  and  tributaries. 
Mr.  Barrington  forwarded  £25  13s.  6d.  for  duchy 
licences  in  the  past  season,  and  suggested  that  a 
portion  of  the  amount  received  annually  be  devoted 
to  restocking.  It  was  further  stated  that  £30  had 
been  rai.sed  locally  for  restocking  the  West  Dart, 
apart  from  the  amount  expended  by  the  board  this 
year.  Some  wldting  and  sprats  have  been  netted 
outside  Exmouth  bar,  and  a  few  pollack  caught  at 
the  pier  and  in  the  docks. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — Another  change  in  the 
weather  him  to  be  reported;  it  is  now  (Dec.  21) 
milder,  and  conditions  in  this  direction  are  favour- 
able for  all  kinds  of  seasonable  angling.  The  water 
is,  however,  very  clear,  and  there  is  little  stream. 
-Vnglers  have  been  far  from  numerous  lately  in  the 
upper  reaches,  and  no  good  sport  is  recorded. 
Roach,  perch,  and  small  pike  have  been  taken  at 
Rye  House,  St.  Margaret's,  and  Hertford.  The  river 
requires  a  good  volume  of  land  water  through 
it.  Chriatmas  holiday  prospects  are  not  very 
encouraging. — Izaak  Walton. 

JUn^g  and  Arrow  (Iieominator). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  strcurns  are  running  in  good  order 
for  either  fly  or  maggot  fi.shing,  being  clear  and  a 
nice  level.  The  weather  haa  been  mild  for  the 
time  of  year,  and  grayling  are  inclined  to  rise  from 
eleven  to  two.    A  fair  number  of  auglerB  have  been 


out  of  late,  but  sport  has  not  boon  what  can  bo 
called  good.  Some  good-sized  fish  have  boon  landed 
with  Red  Tag,  Silver  Twist,  Whirling  Blue,  ami 
Little  Blue.  Grasshopper  fishing  has  been  tried, 
but  frost  is  wanted  to  make  tho  largo  fish  bite. 
The  prospects  for  sport  are  good  on  both  streams. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order.— Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — River  now  in  fine 
condition  for  all-round  angling.  No  one  been  out 
after  pike  during  the  week,  although  everything 
has  been  favourable.  Some  very  nice  roach,  how- 
ever, have  been  taken  by  several  gentlemen  from 
the  bank.  Everything  looks  well  for  the  holiday 
anglers. — A.  Scabd. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hnnts). — -Sixteen  anglers  were 
out  on  Dec.  14  at  Huntingdon,  twelve  of  them  in 
the  "Cromwell  Cup  Competition"  and  four  "on 
their  own,"  and  not  a  roach  up  to  standard  (12oz.) 
was  taken.  Mr.  H.  Wadsworth  (ovu-  treasurer)  took 
a  2Jlb.  chub,  consequently  the  cup  will  have  to  be 
competed  for  again  at  St.  Ives.  A  few  nice  roach 
up  to  1  lb.  3Joz.  were  taken  here  on  Dec.  17  and 
pike  up  to  8Jlb.  The  water  is  certainly  in  better 
condition  now,  and  were  it  not  for  the  east  wind 
that  is  piercing  us  through,  no  doubt  we  should  be 
amongst  some  good  roach.  Once  again  Christmas 
is  upon  us,  and  I  beg  to  tender  to  the  Editor  our 
sincere  thanks  for  the  courteous  manner  he  has  at 
all  times  reported  our  doings  at  St.  Ives  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and!  I  sincerely  wish  him  and 
"Dragnet"  and  all  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  all  sportsmen  a  healthy  and  happy 
Christmastide. — Edward  Collinson. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Owing  no  doubt  to  the 
closeness  of  the  holidays,  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  with  the  water  very  clear,  prospects  are  not 
very  promising.  Some  small  catches  of  roach  have 
been  made  by  local  anglers,  but  neither  bags  nor 
fish  were  large.  Paste  or  gentles  should  be  best 
for  roach  at  present,  laying  on  the  bottom,  and 
spinning  for  jack  with  a  natural  bait  the  best 
methods. — W.  T.  Bainbridgb. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.—  Frost, 
heavy  fogs  and  rain  is  the  weather  record  for 
the  week.  Rivers  are  high,  and  the  banks  are 
sloughs  of  despond,  most  uninviting  for  wielders  of 
the  rod.  From  the  Ouse  and  Cuckmere  up  to  time 
of  posting  I  have  no  news,  so  I  infer  there  is  nothing 
worth  recording.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in 
good  order,  and  among  the  small  bream  and  roach 
sport  has  been  good.  On  Dec.  17  pike  were  feed- 
ing at  the  basin  and  in  the  Hunston  Reach. 
Four  fish  were  taken,  principally  with  live  gorge, 
but  nothing  over  4Jlb.  On  Monday,  Mr.  H.  Brown 
captured  a  nice  pike  at  the  basin,  of  about  14Jlb. 
Edward  Moore,  a  man  of  67  years  of  age,  was  found 
in  the  canal  on  Saturday  morning.  The  poor  fellow 
had  been  actually  starving  the  past  two  months. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  found  drowned. 
The  weather  at  present  is  unsettled,  and  augurs  ill 
for  the  holidays.  I  wish  brother  anglers  a  Happy 
Christmas  and  good  sport. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  being  clear 
and  of  nice  level.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable,  with  foggy  nights  and  damp  days,  but 
it  has  now  cleared,  and  to-day  (Wednesday) 
it  is  like  spring,  and  rain  has  threatened. 
It  has  been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out, 
and  a  fair  number  of  ro-is  have  been  on  the 
river  and  have  used  Red^  Tag,  Willow,  Silver 
Twist,  Green  Insect  and  Little  Blue,  which  have 
been  the  best  flies.  Bottoiii  fishers  have  used 
maggot.  Grasshopper  fishing  has  been  tried,  but 
frost  is  wanted  before  they  will  take  that  well.  The 
grayling  have  been  feeding  better,  and  several  nice 
fish  have  been  landed  at  midday  with  fly.  At  the 
end  of  last  week  Mr.  Hancocks  took  a  nice  basket  of 
coarse  fish  and  a  few  grayling  with  maggot.  The 
prospects  for  sport  are  improved  at  present.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  sport 
quiet  on  them.  Pike  fishing  has  resulted  in  small 
fish  being  landed. — S.  Ludlow. 

Torcrosa  Ley. — Dr.  Hein,  of  Wakefield,  has  had 
ten  days'  fishing  here.  One  part  of  the  day,  every 
day,  he  fished  for  perch,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
day  spiiuiing  for  piko.  Ho  caught  hundreds  of 
perch  during  the  ten  days  and  forty-one  pike. — 
Wm.  Vickery. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks).  —  At  the  time  of  writing  all  our 
Yorkshire  streams  are  running  down  to  the  normal 
winter  level,  and  are  in  splendid  condition  for 
either  pike  or  grayling  fishing ;  but  sport  has  not 
been  up  to  the  standard  during  the  last  few 
days,  particularly  grayling  fishing,  and  a  few  fish 
caught  recently  have  been  full  of  trout  ova,  on 
which  thoy  feed  ravenously,  and  can  be  seen 
following  the  spawning  trout  into  the  tributary 
streams.  Tho  weather  is  too  mild  for  succe.ssful 
grayling  fishing.  What  is  wanted  is  frost.  In  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Yore  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out  in  tho  districts  of  Mu.sham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon, 


but  sport  on  tho  whole  has  only  boon  moderate. 
At  Boroughbridge,  piko  fishermen  have  been  out, 
a  few  have  been  cauglit  with  the  Harrogate  Spinner 
and  live  bait,  l)ut  have  run  on  the  small  size.  Tho 
Swale  has  boon  running  fairly  clear,  and  a  few 
fishermen  have  been  out  on  tho  upper  reaches.  At 
Cattorick  and  Easeby  sport  has  been  fair.  Messrs. 
Almond,  Richardson,  and  Rothwell  last  week-end 
had  fair  catches  of  grayling,  dace,  and  chub.  In  the 
lower  reaches  at  Baldersby  iind  Myton  .sport  has 
been  poor.  The  Wharfe  has  been  running  clear, 
during  tVio  last  few  days  sport  ha.s  been  moderate 
in  tlie  upper  reaches.  The  catches  of  grayling  have 
not  been  very  large.  In  the  lower  reaches  sport 
amongst  the  roach,  dace*  and  chub  has  been  fair. 
Some  nice  baskets  have  been  got  at  Boston  and 
Tadcaster.  The  Nidd  is  in  nice  trim,  last  week-end 
sport  was  only  moderate  in  tho  lower  reaches.  Mr. 
Fenwick  had  a  few  chub,  about  1  lb.  to  21b. ;  Mr. 
D.  White  had  a  fair  basket  of  mixed  fish,  weighing 
close  upon  51b.  The  Derwent  is  running  clear,  sport 
on  this  particular  river  being  rather  slow.  A  few 
roach  and  dace  have  been  caught  at  Yeddingham. 
Mr.  Carr  had  a  nice  roach  weighing  close  upon  21b. 
The  barometer  lias  been  falling  during  the  last 
twelve  hours,  and  the  weather  is  at  present  very 
wild  and  showery  in  the  upper  reaches  of  our 
streams,  what  it  may  be  for  the  Christmas  Holidays 
I  should  not  care  to  predict,  but  some  fresh  water 
would  undoubtedly  improve  sport.  By  the  time 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  get  their  paper 
we  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  Christmas,  and  I  wish 
you  and  all  friends  "  A  right  jolly  merry  Christmas, 
and  sincere  good  wishes  for  the  coming  New  Year." 
— John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland. — After  another  week  of 
fresh  weather  and  semi-flooded  rivers  the  conditions 
are  again  getting  harder.  The  tops  of  the  distant 
hills  are  again  coated  with  a  fresh  covering  of  snow, 
and  there  is  every  indication  that  Christmas  will, 
after  all,  assume  its  normal  old-fashioned  garb.  It 
is  fondly  hoped  so,  at  least  by  the  curlers  and 
skaters,  and  anglers  too,  as  it  will  benefit  their 
waters  later  on.  Mr.  Much,  naturalist,  Aberdeen, 
obsarving  a  seal  disporting  itself  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Don,  and  feasting  on  the  shoals  of  salmon  and 
sea-trout  congregated  there,  managed  to  get  a  shot 
well  home  on  Friday  morning  (Dec.  15).  It 
measured  3ft.  Sin.,  and  more  than  likely  came 
from  Shetland,  where  this  species  abounds.  A 
seiious  and  most  melancholy  accident  befell  a  rock 
angler  on  Dec.  16,  when  fishing  from  a  station 
near  the  Cove.  He  was  named  Macdonald,  and 
along  with  a  friend  had  gone  to  spend  tho  after- 
noon, when  a  wave  swept  him  off  his  feet  and  he 
was  drowned. — G.  M. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Burnham-on-Grouch.  —  The  local  anglers  are 
still  getting  a  few  good  codling,  and  should  this 
mild  weather  continue  good  sport  for  \'isiting 
anglers  may  be  expected,  as  the  tides  will  be  all 
right  this  week-end.  The  sprat  season  here  has 
baen  very  exceptional.  Tons  upon  tons  of  fine 
sprats  have  been  sold  to  the  local  farmers  to  manure 
their  lands,  and  freight  upon  freight  are  now  being 
brought  in.  A  very  fine  seal  has  been  seen  in  the 
river  for  some  time  back,  and  several  men  have 
been  out  trying  to  capture  it,  but  up  to  the  present 
they  have  been  unsuccessful. — J.  Weight. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  fine  weather  lately,  which 
has  made  the  water  rather  clear,  there  has  not  been 
so  many  large  cod  landed,  but  good  fishing  has 
been  obtained  with  whiting  and  other  fish.  On 
Dec.  17,  Messrs.  Holbrow  and  Tautz,  with  Dick 
Riley,  took  over  eight  score  whiting  ;  Lord  Herschell, 
with  D.  Pritchard,  fourteen  score  ;  while  other  boats 
varied  from  three  score  upwards  with  an  occasional 
cod  and  conger  and  a  few  codling  and  pouting.  The 
weather  at  time  of  writing  is  inclined  to  be  fresh  ; 
S.W.  breezes.  Should  it  continue  for  two  or  three 
days  to  colour  the  water  a  little  in  all  probabilitj- 
we  shall  see  decent  sport  during  the  Christmas 
holidays  as  th^  tides  suit  well  to  go  afloat  after 
breakfast. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  barometer  is  busy — one  day  up 
and  the  next  down,  half  a  gale  one  day  and  the 
next  fine  and  smooth  water,  quite  unlike  the  old- 
fashioned  Christmas  time.  At  the  time  of  wTiting 
the  sun  is  shining  like  a  spring  daj',  and  just  as 
warm.  Boats  can  be  seen  dotted  all  over  the  Sound 
trying  for  pollack.  A  friend  "has  just  been  in  who 
says  that  bass  are  being  caught  in  the  Y^'ealm  in 
the  estuary.  You  are  not  obliged  to  go  out  in  the 
open  sea  for  them,  but  right  up  the  Gut  in  smooth 
water.  It  is  a  handv  place  to  get  at  now,  so  many 
trains  and  motors  run  to  Steer  Point,  where  a 
steamer  meets  every  train.  You  can  arrange  for 
your  boatman  to  meet  the  steamer  and  start  at 
once,  so  that  you  can  have  a  few  hours  between 
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breakfast  and  tea  with  Plymouth  for  your  starting 
point.  The  mullet  are  on  the  feed  again  at  the 
G.W.  Docks;  one  rod  on  Monday  had  forty-seven 
nice  fish.  The  usual  smelt  fishing  is  as  brisk  as  ever. 
— Willi.4lM  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsg'ate. — The  few  anglers  that  liave  been 
down  tliis  week  boat-fishing  have  had  very  fair 
sport  with  codling  and  dabs,  three  to  four  score  per 
boat  being  about  the  averago.  The  codling  are 
plentiful  and  in  very  fair  condition,  but  large  cod, 
like  the  whiting,  are  distinctly  scarce.  Pier  anglers 
have  not  done  so  well,  as  all  the  fish  seem  to  be 
keeping  in  deep  water.  The  weather  is  fine,  and 
should  it  continue,  holiday  anglers  should  have 
very  good  sport  considering  the  time  of  year.  It 
will  be  high  water  to-day  (Saturday)  at  9.32  a.m. 
— Grey  Mullett. 

Walton-on-lTaze. — Codling  and  flatfish  seem  to 
be  the  only  fish  about,  as  whiting  have  deserted  us. 
The  following  have  done  well — namely,  C.  Spinks, 
codling  up  to  21b.  ;  Hobein,  up  to  31b.  ;  C.  Wood, 
good  dabs  ;  E.  Bloom,  fine  codling.  Mr.  Houghton, 
on  Dec.  17,  good  codling.  J.  Brown  and  H.  Whipp 
have  also  done  well.  Competition  on  Dec.  14,  Mr. 
Houghton  took  first  prize,  and  Mr.  C.  Spinks  the 
second.  We  have  an  open  competition  on  Bo.xing 
Dav,  and  hope  to  make  it  a  success. — J.  R.  Robin- 
son (B.S.A.S.). 


PFovineial  flnglitig  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Angliiig  Association  Water 
Committee  have  had  in  hand  for  some  considerable 
time  the  very  important  matter  of  renting  water 
for  the  use  of  the  members.  A  meeting  was  held 
last  week,  when  it  was  made  known  that  they  had 
been  offered  the  exclusive  right  of  the  Perry  Reser- 
voir. The  question  of  taking  this  water,  however, 
will  be  left  to  the  general  body  of  delegates  who 
will  meet  early  in  January  next.  In  the  event  of 
the  association  taking  it,  the  Birmingham  Corpora- 
tion will]  restock  it  with  a  large  quantity  of 
roach  and  perch.  No  Sunday  fishing  will  be 
allowed,  but  as  the  water  is  close  to  the  city, 
it  will  be  easy  to  get  at  to  fish  half-days 
or  morning  and  evening  fishing.  The  associa- 
tion are  also  negotiating  for  the  Alrewas  Canal. 
A  deputation  has  waited  upon  the  manager 
of  the  North  Stafford  Railway  Company  at  Stoke- 
on-Trent,  and  their  report  is  very  favourable,  and 
it  was  decided  to  recommend  to  the  delegates  at 
the  next  general  meeting  that  the  terms  offered  by 
the  company  be  accepted.  How  many  more  times 
is  the  Broadwaters  Pool  near  Kidderminster  to  be 
let  ?  A  number  of  our  clubs  have  had  it,  and  it 
has  not  been  a  success ;  the  rent  asked  for  it  is 
about  four  times  more  than  when  I  first  knew  it, 
and  the  fishing  is  not  a  quarter  so  good.  I 
should  advise  anglers  to  be  careful  in  taking  this 
water ;  the  weeds  are  down  now,  but  in  the 
summer  the  pool  is  full  of  them,  and  fishing 
from  the  side  is  almost  out  of  the  question. 
Mr.  Shepherd,  of  the  Bee  Hive  Club,  caught  a  fine 
pike  of  17 Jib  from  Lower  Witton  Reservoir  last 
week.  Pike  fishing,  both  on  private  and  public 
waters,  has  been  good  during  the  short  spell  of  fine 
weather.  On  the  Severn  above  Bewdley  some  good 
fish  have  been  taken,  the  river  is  just  now  in  good 
order.  The  Avon  is  also  right  for  pike  fishing,  the 
public  waters  near  to  our  city  have  been  fished 
with  success.  Now  that  the  weeds  are  down  several 
of  our  canals  would  be  worth  a  visit.  A  good 
catch  of  roach  was  taken  at  the  latter  end 
of  last  week  from  the  Rugeley  Canal.  Some 
very  good  dace  have,  during  the  last  few  days, 
been  taken  from  the  River  Penk  at  Acton  by  the 
members  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Club.  Messrs.  Webb 
and  Randall  have  had  some  nice  fish  up  to  11  and 
12  ounces  each,  together  with  some  nice  roach.  We 
look  like  having  some  decent  weather  for  the  Christ- 
mas holidays.  Pike  fishing  should  be  good,  and  the 
Severn  will  no  doubt  be  well  patronised,  and  I  hope 
that  tight  lines  will  be  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
that  anglers  of  all  classes  will  have  a  merry 
Christmas. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

l5ottom  fishermen  have  been  favoured  with  re- 
markably nice  weather  during  the  past  week  or  ten 
days,  and  they  have  taken  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity for  having  a  spell  amongst  roach,  which  are 
giving  imcommonly  good  sport  for  the  time  of  year. 
Witham  anglers  have  done  best  along  the  middle 
caches,  whore  some  exceptionally  good  fish  have 
been  creeled.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Bardney, 
bags  varying  from  151b.  to  251b.  have  boon  made. 
On  some  of  the  other  reaches  roach  fishing  has  not 
been  ho  consistently  successful  as  it  should  have 


l)oen  under  the  circumstances.  Trolling  has  been 
pursued  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the 
Witham  with  moderate  success.  As  a  rule,  the 
pike  have  afforded  but  little  satisfaction,  for  beyond 
the  capture  of  a  9-pounder  at  Langrick,  few  have 
been  of  any  special  weight.  Those  who  have 
patronised  the  Forty-foot  have  had  a  good  time 
along  the  upper  reaches,  and  both  the  roach  and 
pike  rods  have  made  capital  bags.  If  the  present 
fine  weather  continues,  we  should*be  able  to  have 
some  enjoyable  sport  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoUin  is  now  in  very  good  order,  and  if  the 
rain  keeps  off  should  be  in  good  trim  for  the  holi- 
days. A  very  interesting  item  comes  from  Bolton. 
A  local  rod,  when  returning  small  rainbow  trout  to 
the  water,  repeatedly  noticed  that  they  were  seized 
by  large  trout.  Duly  equipped  with  some  strong 
tackle  and  a  few  small  rudd,  he  tried  live  baiting  ; 
result — a  rainbow  of  51b.  Another  idol  demolished  ; 
wo  have  often  boon  told  they  were  not  cannibals  at 
all.  Very  few  rods  out,  but  those  venturing  have 
done  well  with  roach.  Things  are  (juiot  at  Warring- 
ton, and  beyond  a  few  meetings  at  Liverpool  there 
is  little  doing,  but  will  bo  next  week-end  and  the 
week  end  following. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  open  board  meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery  was  held  in  this  city  on  Dec.  1(5,  and  was 
well  attended.  Mr.  R.  Burn,  one  of  the  lessees, 
presided,  and  allowed  a  lot  of  latitude  in  the  dis- 
cussion. Eventually  a  series  of  suggestions  were 
made,  which  the  board  will  consider  and  answer  at 
the  adjourned  meeting  the  last  Saturday  in  January 
next.  Several  club  meetings  are  interfered  with 
by  Christmas,  amongst  others  the  Moss  Side  and 
Salford  Socials,  who  first  announced  a  postpone- 
ment but  now  have  abandoned  them  altogether. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Britannia  A.S.  was  a  great 
success.  The  musical  programme  included  a  band 
in  addition  to  a  host  of  singers.  The  novelty  of  the 
evening  was  the  grouping  of  the  members  who  were 
then  photographed.  The  Ard  wick  A.S.  have  changed 
tha  meeting  night  to  Wednesday. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Many  anglers  have  patronised  the  various  reaches 
of  the  Trent,  which  continues  to  run  in  extra- 
ordinarily low  condition  for  the  period  of  the  j'ear. 
The  chub  swims  have  yielded  a  fair  number  of 
good-sized  fish  to  pith  and  brains  and  greaves. 
With  the  latter  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  19,  at  Shard- 
low,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  J. P.,  secured  a  trio 
weighing  over  81b.,  and  a  few  days  previously 
the  writer  had  one  from  the  same  swim  of  over 
3|lb.  On  Tuesday  he  tried  the  "tail  end"  for 
roach,  but  only  succeeded  in  taking  one  fish, 
although  no  ertd  of  favourite  "set  offs"  were 
operated  upon.  The  fact  is  these  handsome  fish 
will  not  be  tempted  in  any  numbers  until  the  Trent 
has  Undergone  a  substantial  rise.  A  pike  of  11  Jib. 
has  been  landed  in  the  King's  Mills  waters,  and  at 
Wilford  on  Djc.  15,  Mr.  R.  Evans  killed  one  of  71b. 
Pike  have  also  been  caught  at  Averham  (above  the 
weirs),  Kelham,andHoveringham.  Indifferent  creels 
of  roach  are  reported  from  Trent  Lock,  Sawlej', 
Barton,  and  Attenborough,  where  some  nice  dace 
have  been  attracted  by  gentles.  These  are  difficult 
to  procure,  and  they  are  to  be  preferred,  as  a  hook- 
bait,  to  the  various  kinds  of  worm.  Holiday 
anglers  are  promised  a  low  and  clear  river  for 
Christmas,  and  I  wish  one  and  all  "  tight  lines  "  and 
plenty  of  sport.  I  would  remind  them  that  they 
cannot  do  better  than  go  in  for  pike  and  chub. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Prospects  for  holiday  fishing  are  rosy,  the  weather 
being  mild  and  the  state  of  the  streams  satisfactory. 
Winter  angling  has  so  far,  speaking  generally, 
lacked  enthusiasm.  Whilst  some  favourite  haunts 
of  rodsters  have  been  frequented  from  time  to  time, 
other  resorts  were  deserted.  Grayling  fishers 
have  fared  moderately  with  the  artificial  flv. 
Trout  anglers  have  lately  been  turning  their 
attention  to  restocking,  and  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  has  helped  the  work  materially  by  its  yearly 
contributions  to  the  supply  for  Yorkshire  river^. 
During  last  week,  tinder  the  auspices  of  the  Leeds 
Ama,lgamation,  some  4000  yearling  and  2-yearling 
trout  were  committed  to  the  stretch  of  the  Wharfe 
in  the  neighboui'hood  of  Poole,  which  has  been  ac- 
quired on  lease  by  that  body.  Anglers  in  the 
Roundhay  Park  waters  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that 
the  practice  of  tipping  leaves,  gathered  up  by  the 
gardeners,  into  the  lake  will  in  future  be  discon- 
tinued. Things  are  very  quiet  among  local  anglers 
along  the  banks  of  the  Ouse  and  Foss  (York),  and 
the  Dor  went  (Mai  ton).  Anglers  who  went  from 
homo,  returned  with  but  little  to  show  for  their 
patient  endurance.  All  speak  of  the  fine  weather 
and  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  waters,  and 
they  are  encouraged  to  hope  that  good  sport  will 
attend  the  Christmas  excursions  to  the  country. 


Ilssociafions,  etc. 


Barrow  Angling  Association. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  association 
was  held  recently  in  the  Criterion  Restaurant, 
Cornwallis-street,  under  the  presidency  of  'i'Mr. 
James  Fisher,  J.  P.  There  was  a  very  large  atten- 
dance. The  balance-sheet  showed  an  expenditure  of 
£84  lOs.  lOd.,  with  a  balance  of  £8  12s.  7d.  The  prin- 
cipal cost  of  the  year  had  been  the  construction  of  a 
rearing  pond  at  Poaka  Beck.  Fifteen  thousand 
alovins  were  placed  in  it  in  the  month  of  May  and 
remained  until  the  end  of  October.  The  growth 
of  some  of  them  was  prodigious  ;  one  or  two  espe- 
cially were  measured  at  7in.  in  length.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  season  Mr.  Murray  hatched  out  the 
15,000  ova  referred  to,  when  they  were  transferred  to 
Mr.  Jackson  s  care  in  Paradise-street,  who  con- 
structed a  shallow  trough  into  which  the  alevins 
were  placed  and  taught  to  feed.  The  removal  of 
the  alevins  to  their  final  destination  was  satisfac- 
torily accomplished.  The  weed-cutting  in  the 
Cavendish  Dock  had  been  repeated,  spaces  having 
been  cut  with  new  weed-cutter  for  the  convenience 
of  bottom  fishers.  The  Harlock  Reservoir  was 
heavily  fished  last  season.  The  greater  portion  of 
the  alevins  referred  to  which  were  taken  out  of  the 
rearing  pond  had  been  placed  in  this  reservoir,  and 
the  general  meeting  decided  that  Harlock  Reservoir 
shall  be  closed  for  next  season  against  both  bottom 
fishing  and  fly  fishing.  The  committee  have  decided 
that  the  size  of  fish  to  be  taken  shall  not  be  less  than 
8in.,  and  an  entrance  fee  of  10s.  shall  be  charged  in 
addition  to  the  yearly  subscription.  The  meeting 
expressed  their  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Poole  for  his 
kindness  to  them  in  permitting  the  use  of  his  office 
for  their  quarterly  and  other  meetings,  and  accorded 
their  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  consideration 
which  he  had  shown.  Mr.  Fisher  was  re-elected 
president  ;  Mr.  Chas.  Robertson,  hon.  treasurer ; 
and  ^Ir-  W.  M.  Bradley,  secretary.  The  committee 
were  re-elected  with  Mr.  B.  Richardson,  Mr.  J. 
Mattinson,  and  Mr.  R.  Campbell  added  to  them. — 
W.  B.  Bradley,  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Dec.  13  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  was 
in  the  chair.  The  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  placed 
upon  the  table  a  statement  of  account  for  last 
quarter,  which  was  examined  and  discussed  and 
showed  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  generally. 
A  nomination  for  membership  was  put  forward, 
and  after  transacting  various  routine  matters  of 
business  the  meeting  closed  with  the  usual  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman.  On  Dec.  14,  Messrs.  Metz 
and  Rodbur  visited  Sandy,  and  brought  back 
eighteen  jack,  but  nothing  over  51b.  This  last 
week-end  at  Harefield,  Mr.  Yarham  had  three 
nice  perch  (best,  lib.  6oz.);  Messrs.  Blagrave  and 
Featherstone,  roach  and  dace  respectively  ;  Messrs. 
Wood  and  Barrett  with  roach  and  dace,  Mr. 
Loudensach  with  perch,  and  Messrs.  Fimnell  and 
Viner  with  dace  and  roach,  beat  their  respective 
opponents  in  the  third  round  for  the  club  cup. 
Mr.  Swain  creeled  a  splendid  lot  of  roach,  including 
a  dozen  over  IJlb.  each,  from  a  certain  part  of  the 
Herts  Colne,  where  Messrs.  Sainton  and  Viner  also 
hadseveral  good  dace  and  roach.  A  Happy  Christmas 
to  all.— E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  society  this  year  was,  held 
at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last;  it  had 
been  previously  arranged  to  celebrate  the  occasion 
\vith  a  "little  supper,"  which  idea  was  very  success- 
fully carried  out ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presiding,  a  capital 
repast  having  received  a  "happy  despatch,"  the 
customary  meeting  of  the  society  took  place. 
Fishing  reports  were  made  by  the  following  gentle- 
men:— Mr.  Frank  James,  two  nice  jack  from  Brox- 
bourne,  which  were  shown,  also  three,  some'  few 
days  back,  up  to  5lb. ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  at  Southend, 
thirty-two  dabs  ;  Mr.  Vincent,  five  flounders,  best, 
31b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Clark,  at  Leigh,  also  taking  flounders; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dryden,  in  one  day's  fishing  at  Deal, 
four  and  a  half  score  of  whiting,  besides  codling  and 
pouting ;  Mrs.  and  Miss  Wolff  also  having  a  nice 
two  days'  catch  of  seven  and  a  half  score  of  whiting, 
and  six  cod  up  to  5Jlb.  Mr.  Isaacs  received  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  providing  a  handsome  frame  for 
the  gold  medal  of  the  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion recently  received.  An  important  item  of  the 
proceedings  was  the  presentation  of  a  valuable 
diamond  pin  to  Mr.  John  Hurren,  as  a  token  of 
respect  and  appreciation  of  his  valuable  services 
as  hon.  curator  since  its  first  establishment.  The 
chairman,  in  a  capital  introductory  speech,  highly 
eulogised  Mr.  Hurren's  services — his  remarks  being 
received  with  great  applause — Mr.  Hurren  making 
a  very  neat  and  effective  speech  in  reply.  Unfor- 
tunately Mr.  Martinez  was  prevented  from  reading 
his  paper  as  promised.  However,  it  is  confidently 
hoped  that  the  terms  upon  which  the  handsome 
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cup  presented  by  that  gentleman  can  be  won  as  a 
pike  prize  will  be  shortly  formulated.  Attention 
wa?  called  to  election  of  committee  and  nominations 
made ;  mention  was  also  made  of  paper  by  Mr.  T. 
GUbert,  to  be  read  on  Jan.  2.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast  and  a  specially  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  closed  the  proceedings,  during  which 
many  cordial  greetings  and  good  wishes  were  ex- 
pressed for  the  festive  season  and  New  Year. — 
Hon'.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  r.  Buckingham  presided  at  a  special  com- 
mittee meeting  convened  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
firming the  rules  revision,  sub-committee's  report. 
These  proposed  alterations  were  placed  on  the  table 
at  the  ordinary  meeting,  but  it  is  proposed  that 
every  member  shall  be  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the^e 
suggested  alterations  before  the  general  body  of 
members  is  asked;  to  vote  upon  them.  Dr.  P.  J. 
Spencer,  who  has  been  absent  for  some  considerable 
time,  was  present  and  was  warmly  welcomed,  and 
was  asked  to  occupy  the  chair  at  the  ordinary  meeting. 
Mr.  Zerfass  has  had  very  fair  sport  with  grayling, 
his  best  fish  weighing  •21b.  3oz.,  '21b.  loz.,  and  21b., 
and  he  also  succeeded  in  capturing  from  another 
stretch  of  water  fourteen  pike.  Mr.  Bayliffe  had  a 
very  nice  basket  of  roach,  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  141b. 
of  good  roach.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on  Dec. 
26.  The  first  committee  meeting  of  the  New  Year 
will  be  held  on  Jan  2  at  7.0  prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  ANGLi>rG  Society. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  presided  at  the  weekly 
meeting  on  Dec.  20.  With  the  approach  of  Christ- 
mas our  members  seem  to  be  regaining  their 
angling  acti\"ity,  and  are  looking  forward  to  a 
few  days'  sport  during  the  festive  season.  As 
usual,  several  members  are  spending  Christmas- 
tide  at  our  Barford  headquarters,  where  Mr,  Foyle 
always  entertains  his  visitors  in  "Best  Dorset" 
style.  The  Dorsetshire  Stour  is  now  in  grand  con- 
dition for  angling,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
report  some  real  Christmas  hampers  next  week. 
In  response  to  several  inquiries,  Mr.  Scholefield's 
practical  lecture  and  exhibition  of  taxidermy  will 
be  given  on  Jan.  17,  and  the  society  will  be  pleased 
to  welcome  visitors  who  wish  to  witness  his  most 
instructive  and  interesting  exposition.  Mr.  J. 
Potter  opened  a  most  mteresting  discussion  on 
"  Which  is  the  best  weather  to  go  fishing,"  which 
proved  ,most  entertaining — members  described  the 
conditions  under  which  they  had  their  best  takes  of 
fish.  The  ten  o'clock  toast  was  given  in  due  form, 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
proceedings. — G.  R. 

HoLLOwAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Stone  presided  on  Dec  19.  It  was  finally 
decided  that  we  hold  a  New  Year's  concert  on  Jan. 
16,  1906.  Mr.  A.  Raston  Bourke,  as  before,  will  be 
musical  director.  All  members  are  specially  re- 
quested to  attend,  also  any  musical  friends  they 
may  have.  Please  send  in  early  for  programme. 
Mr.  A.  G.  HUl  brought  up  a  fine  show  of  roach, 
weighing  1 91b.  6oz.,  up  to  lib.  6oz.  Next  meeting 
Jan.  2,  1906.— H.  C.  M. 

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  jack  competition  will  be  held  on  Boxing  Day 
between  Staines  Town  Bridge  and  Penton  Hook 
(lower  end).  Bank  or  punt.  No  professional 
assistance.  One  rod  only.  Weigh  in  at  the  Sun 
Hotel  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  small  attendance  last  meeting  the 
reading  of  Mr.  Stanley's  paper  is  postponed  till 
Jan.  8.  Friends  invited. — W.  H.  Rogers,  Hon. 
Sec. 

Piscatorial  SooiETr. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  presided  over  the  meeting 
of  Monday  last,  when  angling  experiences  were 
confined  almost  exclusively  to  grayling  fishing. 
The  president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  made  a  big  bag 
on  the  Itchen  on  Saturday  (Dec.  16),  including 
a  handsome  example  of  lib.  12oz.,  which  latter 
he  kindly  .sent  up  for  the  members  to  see.  His 
take  was  made  on  the  Silver  Witch,  used  both 
wet  and  dry.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  also  had  grand 
sport,  killing  several  brace.  He  had,  however, 
no  extra  large  fi.sh.  The  successful  fly  in  his 
case  was  the  Tupp,  which  was  probably  taken  for 
one  of  the  Pale  Olives  which  hatched  out.  Mr. 
H.  W.  Anaell  had  a  nice  basket  on  the  Apple  Green 
and  Winged  Green  Midge.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  did 
no  good  on  the  Kennet,  and  from  Uxbridge  there 
was  little  sport  of  a  satisfactory  nature  to  chronicle. 
— Hon.  8kc. 

Swt:.s3-  Angling  Society,  Bolton. 
At  a  meeting  recently  held  at  the  headquarters, 
Swi.ts  Hotel,  Mr.  T.  S.  Tliornton  read  a  paper  on 
"  Angling  as  a  Sport."    Mr.  Geo.  Parkin  occupied 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  T,  Powell  the  vice-chair,  sup- 


ported by  Messrs.  Geo.  Stevenson,  H.  Hoylcs, 
and  J.  T.  Turner.  Mr.  Tliornton  touched  on  the 
many  phases  of  angling,  and  gave  excellent  advice 
to  both  old  and  new  devotees  of  tlie  art.  A 
discussion  followed,  and  tlio  chairman  annoimcod 
that  other  gentlemen  would  bo  approached  with  a 
view  to  keeping  up  the  interest  in  tlio  so(!iety 
during  the  winter  months.  A  little  harmony  brought 
a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. — J.  S.  Porimctt. 


FOLKESTONE    SEA -ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


Series  of  Monthly  Competitions  from  Pier 
FOR  Members  of  the  F.S.A.A.  only. 

Results. — Mr.  Geo.  Colman,  June  28,  1  lb.  \\oz.  ; 
July  26,  lib.  lljoz. ;  Aug.  9,  lib.  2oz.  ;  Sept.  6, 
1  lb.  2;;oz. ;  Oct.  25,  12oz.  ;  Dec.  6,  6oz.  ;  aggregate, 
51b.  3  joz.  ;  takes  medal  for  month  of  June.  Mr.  E. 
Huntley,  June  28,  lOoz. ;  July  26,  21b.  G§oz.  ;  Sept. 
6,  2foz. ;  aggregate,  31b.  3Joz. ;  takes  medal  for 
July.  Mr.  P.  Fox,  June  28,  7§oz. ;  Aug.  9,  1  lb.  ; 
Sept.  6,  14Joz.  ;  aggregate,  21b.  5Joz.  ;  takes  medal 
for  August.  Mrs.  Gilbert,  June  28,  7oz.  Dr.  Gil- 
bert, June  28,  4oz.  Mr.  C.  M.  Tyrrell,  Sept.  6, 
6oz. ;  takes  medal  for  September.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Vicary,  Dec.  6,  lib.  2oz.  ;  ,  takes  medal  for  De- 
cember. £  Mr.  Geo.  Colman  takes  silver  medal 
F.S.A.A.  for  pier. 

Series  of  Monthly  Competitions 'from  Boats 
FOR  Members  of  the  F.S.A.A.  only. 
Results. — Dr.  Matt.  Dobbs,  June  17,  conger, 
191b.  9oz.  ;  ,July  15,  91b.  3oz.  ;  Dec.  16,  7oz. ; 
aggregate,  291b.  3oz.  ;  takes  medal  for  the  month 
of  June.  Mr.  T.  R.  Martin,  June  17,  31b.  6oz. 
Dr.  Gilbert.  June  17,  81b.  lOoz.  ;  July  15,  71b.  14oz.  ; 
Aug.  12,  21b.  13oz.  ;  Sept.  16,  81b.  5Joz.  ;  Dec.  16, 
1  lb.  l|oz.  ;  aggregate,  281b.  12j'jOz.  ;  takes  medal  for 
July.  Mr.  Geo.  Colman,  June  17,  41b.  loz.  ;  Dec.  16, 
1  lb.  740Z.  ;  aggregate,  51b.  8foz.  ;  takes  medal  for 
December.  Mr.  A.  C.  Wampach,  June  17,  21b.  loz.  ; 
Oct.  14,  lOlb.  IJoz.  ;  aggregate,  121b.  2Joz.  ;  takes 
n-idal  for  October.  Mr.  J.  F.  Eldridge,  June  17, 
.  60Z. ;  July  15,  71b.  2oz. ;  aggregate,  81b.  8oz. 
.vlrs.  Gilbert,  July  15,  5lb.  2oz. ;  Aug.  12,  IS^oz. ; 
Sept.  16,  71b.  ^oz.  ;  Oct.  14,  31b.  7oz.  ;  Dec.  16, 
lib.  |oz.  ;  aggregate,  171b.  10|oz.  Mr.  C.  M.  Tyr- 
rell, Aug.  12,  71b.  UJoz.  ;  Sept.  16,  61b.  9ioz.  ; 
aggregate,  141b.  4|oz.  ;  takes  medal  for  August. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Tyrrell,  Aug.  12,  41b.  7oz.  ;  Sept.  16, 
91b.  lloz. ;  aggregate,  141b.  2oz.  ;  takes  medal  for 
September.  Baron  de  Ketschendorf,  Sept.  16, 
41b.  2oz.  Dr.  Matthew  Dobbs  takes  silver  medal 
of  the  F.S.A.A.  for  boats. 


NORTON  FISHERY  POLLUTION  CASE. 


Recently  an  important  pollution  case  was 
heard  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  a  jury  in 
the  King's  Bench  Division.  The  plaintiffs  were  the 
Norton  Fishery  Company,  and  the  defendants  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Baldock.  Damages  were 
claimed  to  the  amount  of  £750  for  loss  which  the 
plaintiffs  alleged  they  had  sustained  through  the 
negligence  of  the  defendants  by  reason  of  sewage 
matter  overflowing  from  the  Baldock  Sewage  Farm 
into  the  stream  which  feeds  some  of  their  flsh-rearing 
ponds,  thereby  causing  the  death  of  10,000  rainbow 
trout.  Mr.  Lush,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Morten  appeared 
on  behalf  of  the  fishery,  and  Mr.  Hutchinson  and 
Mr.  Palmer  on  behalf  of  the  council. 

The  evidence  show^ed  that  on  the  night  of  J uly  25 
last  there  was  a  heavy  thunderstorm,  and  on  July  27 
another  occurred  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
At  7  a.m.  on  the  same  morning  two  of  the  plaintiffs' 
servants  found  a  number  of  dead  and  dying  rainbow 
trout  on  four  ponds  which  were  fed  by  a  stream 
rising  near  the  sewage  farm.  The  water  was  turbid 
and  smelt  of  sewage.  They  took  out  with  nets  some 
of  the  dying  fish  and  placed  them  in  other  ponds. 
They  then  went  to  the  sewage  farm  and  found  that 
the  pump  was  not  at  work  and  that  sewage  was 
overflowing  into  a  ditch  from  which  it  must  find  its 
way  into  the  stream.  They  then  sent  for  Mr.  Baker, 
one  of  the  partners,  under  whose  direction  samples 
were  taken  from  the  ponds.  He  then  went  and 
saw  the  works  with  the  surveyor  of  the  council  and 
found  traces  of  an  overflow  of  sewage  in  the  ditch. 
The  surveyor  (who  was  since  dead)  explained  that 
the  pumps  were  not  in  order  and  that  the  engineer 
was  ill.  On  returning  at  10  a.m.  he  found  that  the 
fish  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the  ponds  and  put 
into  other  ponds  not  fed  by,  the  stream  were  all 
reviving. 

A  number  of  exports  gave  evidence  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  water  from  the  samples  that  had  been 
analysed,  and  also  as  to  the  containing  power  of  the 
tanks  of  the  sewage  farm  and  the  favourable  cha- 
racter of  the  effluent.  The  defendants'  counsel 
maintained  that  whatever  had  killed  the  fish  had 


not  como  from  the  sewage  farm,  contending  that 
even  if  there  liad  been  an  overflow  it  must  have  been 
so  diluted  as  not  to  be,  harmful  to  fish  life. 

In  Kurruning  up,  his  lordsbip  said  that  the  expert 
evidence)  left  the  cus(!  in  very  great  difficulty.  It 
was  properly  impressed  that  if  the  scwago  did  escape 
it  was  very  much  diluted,  ahd  Dr.  Rideal  had  very 
positively  stated  that  it  would  not  kill  tlie  fish  ; 
but  it  w^s  agreed  that  in  the  cases  of  mud  poisoning 
the  gills  of  the  fish  sliowod  signs  of  it,  and  that  in 
cases  of  suffocation  tlio  gills  were  distended.  In  this 
instance  it  had  been  proved  that  the  gills  were  dis- 
tended and  were  not  dirty.  It  was  urged  that  the 
ponds  also  received  the  storm  water,  but  in  the 
heavier  storm  the  fish  wore  unhurt.  Mr.  Morten 
was  entitled  to  ask  what  had  killed  the  fish  if  it  were 
not  sewage.  As  to  the  other  point,  if  the  jury 
believed  the  evidence  for  the  plaintiff,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  como  to  the  conclusion  that  tliere  was  no 
negligence,  because  two  witnesses  saw  sewage  flowing 
over  the  sluice.  Tlie  jury  answered  both  questions 
in  the  aflirinativo — that  the  sewage  did  kill  the  fish, 
and  that  this  was  in  consequence  of  the  defendants' 
neglect.  Tlie  question  of  damages  was  deferred. — 
Field. 


GLAMORGAN  ANGLERS. 


A  LARGE  number  of  the  members  of  the  Glamorga  n 
Angling  Club  sat  down  to  the  society's  second  annual 
dinner  on  Wednesday  (Dec.  6)  at  the  Marchioness 
of  Bute  Hotel,  Cardiff.  Councillor  J.  J.  Dixon  was 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  H.  H.  Groves,  proposing  the 
toast  of  "  Kindred  Societies,"  said  the  various  angling 
and  social  gatherings  which  had  been  held  in  the 
district  since  their  last  dinner  had  •done  very  much 
towards  drawing  into  closer  union  ,the  various  clubs 
in  the  neighbourhood.  It  was  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  get  good  fishing  which  was  easily  acces- 
sible. Therefore,  they  wanted  to  band  the  societies 
together  with  the  object  of  obtaining  fishing  as  close 
to  their  doors  as  possible.  As  the  Glamorgan  Anglers 
were  now  the  largest  and  the  premier  club  in  South 
Wales,  with  a  membership  of  about  150,  it  was 
appropriate  that  the  suggestion  which  he  now  made 
of  a  conference  of  the  various  clubs  and  societies 
should  emanate  from  them.  Mr.  J.  England,  who 
is  the  president  of  the  Bute  Angling  Club,  responded, 
and  agreed  it  was  time  the  anglers'  clubs  should 
become  federated  with  the  further  objects  of  pre- 
venting pollution  and  poaching.  After  this  the 
chairman  presented  the  prizes  which  were  won  in 
the  Monmouth  competition,  and  also  a  fishing  outfit 
to  Master  Fred.  Davies  in  recognition  of  the  assist- 
ance to  the  club  which  has  been  given  by  his  father, 
Mr.  John  Davies.  Mr.  Arnott  gave  the  chief  toast — 
that  of  "  The  Glamorgan  Angling  Club  " — and  the 
chairman,  in  responding,  said  although  the  club 
was  foimded  so  recently  as  1904,  it  had  achieved  a 
great  success,  which  was  largely  due  to  the  energy 
of  Mr.  C.  G.  Easten,  their  secretary,  and  a  few 
others  of  its  most  enthusiastic  members.  The  fact 
that  they  had  175  members  already  spoke  volumes. 
He  referred  humorously  to  the  interesting  outings 
they  had  had,  and  then  advocated  the  formation  of 
a  South  Wale3  Board  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
local  waters  from  pollution.  Concluding  toasts  were 
"  The  Visitors  "  and  "  Tlie  Host  and  Hostess." 
Diu-ing  the  speeches  Mr.  R.  J.  Watkins  offered  a 
prize  for  the  best  pike  caught  by  a  member  of  the 
Glamorgan  Club,  and  Councillor  Dixon  returned  the 
compliment  by  offering  a  prize  for  the  best  fish 
taken  by  a  member  of  the  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society 
during  the  next  season.  It  was  also  annoimced 
by  Mr.  C.  G.  Easten  that  another  benefit  function 
would  be  organised  for  Mr.  Ai-thur  Bale,  who  showed 
his  appreciation  of  the  smoking  concert  held  on  his 
behalf  several  months  ago  by  sending  a  fine  rod  for 
presentation  to  Mr.  Easten,  who  was  the  organiser 
of  that  function. 


When  a  submarine  cable  is  damaged,  and  mes- 
sages caimot  be  transmitted,  a  steamer  crosses  the 
path  of  the  cable  dragging  a  grapnel  along  the 
ocean-bed.  The  vessel  has  to  pass  backward  and 
forward  over  the  track  where  the  cable  is  known  to 
be,  and  it  is  sometimes  days  before  the  cable  is 
discovered.  The  grapnels  are  specially  designed  for 
their  work.  The  hooks  which  project  from  the  base 
of  the  hollow  cone  are  held  out  by  powerful  springs. 
When  they  come  in  contact  with  rocks  or  similar  ob- 
structions, they  are  forced  vrithin  the  shelter  of  the 
cone,  but  when  they  grapple  the  cable  they  hold  it. 
The  extra  tension  on  the  tow-line  then  tells  those 
on  board  the  steamer  that  the  cable  is  caught,  and 
it  is  at  once  raised  to  the  surface  and  examined, 
repaired,  and  tested  by  the  chief  telegraphist  on 
board,  who  sends  messages  to  both  shore  ends  to 
see  that  it  is  quite  efficient.  Then  it  is  carefully 
lowered  to  the  ocean  bed,  and  cables  can  once  more 
be  transmitted. — Pearson's  Weekly. 
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The  hall  was  dress'd  with  holly  green. 
The  damsel  donn'd  her  kirtle  sheen  ; 
Power  laid  his  rod  of  rule  aside. 
And  ceremony  doffd  his  pride. 
The  heir  with  roses  in  his  shoes 
That  night  might  village  partner  choose ; 
All  hail'd,  with  uncontroll'd  delight 
And  general  voice,  the  happy  night 
That  to  the  cottage,  as  the  crown, 
Brought  tidings  of  salvation  down. 

— Walter  Scott. 


When  I  went  to  Hastings  recently  to  take  part 
in  the  sea  competition  no  boats  were  "allowed" 
ovit.  That  was  the  fault  of  the  galo.  However,  I 
"tried"  on  the  pier,  and  while  taking  a  cvip  of — 
Bovril  in  the  salcon  department  on  the  said  pier,  I 
"happened"  on  Councillor  Wallis,  whom  I  met 
for  the  first  time.'  He  was  such  "  a  jolly  good  fellow  '' 
that  I  said  I  should  like  to  meet  him  on  ' '  the  sea, 
the  open  sea!"  Promised  him  Heme  Bay. 
L'homme  propose,  etc.  "  Che.st  on  the  lungs  "  kept 
me  at  home,  but  the  redoubtable  Councillor  went 
without  me,  and,  unknown  to  him,  I  have  quoted 
on  p.  475  his  account  of  "  Sea  Angling  in  a  Fog  at 
Heme  Bay,"  with  due  acknowledgment  to  a  Wey- 
mouth paper.  Without  a  doubt  the  Councillor  will 
make  Wevmovith  famous  as  a  first-rate  sea  fi.shing 
ri^sort.  Happy  Christmas  to  you,  Mr.  Wallis,  and  all 
the  good  boys ! 


F  On  Tuesday  evening  last,  I  was  due  at  Masons' 
Hall  Tavern,  the  home  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorials,  just  to  partake  of  a  "little"  supper, 
and  resolve  ourselves  into  a  mutual  admiration 
society,  wishing  one  another  everything  we  could 
think  of  and  some  things  we  had  forgotten.  Very 
well.  It  was  really  a  nice  "little"  supper,  and 
Host  Johns  maintained  the  reputation  of  the  famous 
tavern.  An  account  of  the  meeting  and  the  presenta- 
tion to  Mr.  Hurren,  as  a  slight  acknowledgment  for 
his  invaluable  services  to  the  C.L.P.S.,  appears 
elsewhere. 

»  *  *  *  * 

Supper  was  announced  for  seven  o'clock.  Tlie 
City  of  London  Piscatorials  start  early  and  (?)  get 
home  early.  It  was  7.30  when  I  entered  the  portals 
of  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  and  left  my  coat  and  hat 
and  umbrella  and  bag  (never  go  anywhere  without 
the  bag),  and  received  the  usual  ticket.  No.  104,  all 
right.  What  a  muster  !  Went  upstairs  to  our  old 
club  rooms.  Grace  had  just  been  said,  and — not  a 
vacant  chair  for  "Drag."  Found  one  at  last. 
Looked  all  round  the  room  and  not  a  nod  of  recog- 
nition. However,  I  foimd  the  firat  item  on  the 
menu  was  ho)-s  d'ceuvres.  Was  just  about  to  "  order 
some,"  when  I  was  handed  a  programme. 

•  *  *  •  • 

And  this  is  what  I  read:  "  H.M.  Stationery 
Office,  Eleventh  Annual  Dinner  and  Smoking 
Concert.  Chairman,  R.  Bailey,  Esq.,  M.V.O., 
I.S.O."  And  then  I  said  to  myself,  "What  O!" 
I  was  ill  the  wrong  room.  I  apologised  to  various 
gentlemen,  who  said,  "Don't  go  away  ;  glad  to  see 
you;  plenty  for  you,  and  you'll  have  a  pleasant 
evening."  Of  course,  I  found  myself  among  my 
friends  a  little  later.  During  the  "  intervals  " — the 
time  allowed  for  a  .stretch  and  a  "livener" — I 
came  across  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  R.  A.  Nursey, 
and  his  brother  committeemen,  Messrs.  R.  j. 
Johnson  and  P.  W.  Phillip  >on,  who  have  kindly 
invited  me  to  their  next  merry  meeting,  and  asked 
mo  not  to  find  myself  in  the  wrong  room. 


On  page  471  is  given  the  results  of  the  Folkestone 
monthly  competition  from  Pier  and  Boats,  and  by 
post  this  (Thursday)  morning  the  irrepressible,  ver- 
satile, voluble,  brilliant,  genial  but  tardy  Greorge 
Colman  sends  an  account  of  an  "Open"  competition 
on  Boxing  Day  (Dec.  26,  which  is  the  day  following 
Christmas  Day).  The  entrance  fee  is  one  shilling. 
All  are  invited.  The  poorest  most  welcome  (but 
bring  a  few  .shillings  with  you).  The  office  hours,  I 
mean  the  hours  for  the  competition  on  the  S.E.  and 
C.R.  Pier,  are  from  ten  to  four.  Throe  good  prizes — 
rod,  reel,  and  tackle.  Last  post  on  Saturday,  Dec. 
23,  will  bo  in  time.  Address,  "  Open  Competition," 
F.S.A.A.,  Queen's  Hotel,  Folkestone. 


On  Dec.  10,  Mr.  M.  Cuddon,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Wulton^gand  Cotton  A.S.,  caught  in  tlie  Sussex 
Rother  a  pike  of  1 81b.  It  was  in  splendid  condition, 
and  measured  ^Oin.  in  IciiL'th,  l«in.  in  cirfum- 
feronce. 


Mr.  a.  Edward  Hobbs,  'lion,  secretary  of  the 

H.  F.P.A.,  28,  Hart-street,  Henley-on-Thames,  sends 
the  followinc  welcome  news: — "On  Thursday, 
Dec.  21,  the  Henley, Fisheries  Preservation  Associa- 
tion turned  into  the  Tham-js,  near  Henley  Bridge, 

I. 50  very  fine  trout  of  12in.  and  upwards  in  length, 
from  the  Hyde  End  and  Kennet  Valley  Fisheries. 
Each  fish  was  marked  with  a  silver  label  through 
the  adipose  fin,  the  inscription  thereon  reading 

H.  F.P.A.  0.5.  The  fish  were  well  grown  and  gave 
much  Satisfaction.    There  will  shortly  bo  placed 

I. 500  rudd  in  the  Henley  reach,  and  thoy  will  in  all 
probability  do  well,  a*  a  few  were  turned  in  some 
years  ago  at  Wargrave,  and  specimen  =i  of  over  21b. 
have  since  been  taken." 


Taraoon  :  "The  Russian-f  have  great  faith  in  the 
bayonet,  the  Japs  in  the  sword.  Wliich  arm  do  you 
prefer?"    Miss  Imple  (absent-minded) :  "Both!" 


Anolkrs  who  fi.sh  the  Thames  are  tolerably  well 
a(!quaintod  with  the  professional  boatmen  or  pimts- 
men  at  the  various  stations.  Some  of  the  "  pro- 
fessionals "  now  to  be  met  with  are  comparatively 
new-comers,  but  none  the  less  trustworthy  and 
competent.  A  Mr.  Henry  J.  Jacob  is  an  ardent 
admirer  and  well-wisher  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  Thames  puntsmen  at  Datchet — 
"  Lumsdon  "• — whoso  portrait  is  hero  roproducjd. 
Mr.  Jacob  sends  the  following: — "Lumsden^is 
without  exception  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  of 
anglers,  though  a  professional,  and  finds  more 
pleasure  in  fishing  than  many  amateurs,  for  he 


George  Luiisden. 


rarely  misses  a  day,  summer  or  winter,  without 
spending  some  part  of  it  on  the  river  (but  his  cap- 
tures are  all  returned).  In  fact,  to  use  his  own 
worcb,  '  Life  is  not  worth  living  without  fishing.' 
At  the  close  of  the  coar.se  fishing  season  he  is  like  a 
fish  out  of  water,  until  the  arrival  of  April  1,  when 
he  cannot  sleep  for  thinking  of  his  favourites,  the 
trout,  and  he  has  had  beauties  up  to  101b.  4oz.  He 
has  been  an  angler  (he  delights  in  saying)  from  his 
teens,  and  considering  the  uncertainty  of  Thames 
angling,  I  consider  it  a  remarkable  proof  of  the 
intense  pleasure  obtainable  by  the  angler,  and  I 
hope  to  have  many  more  pleasurable  hours  in  his 
company." 


There  is  another  fisherman  resident  on  the 
Thames — Chertsey — Mr.  Alfred  Newham,  of  Wim- 
bledon Lake.  He  has  boats  and  punts,  and  will 
personally,  or  by  proxy,  conduct  anglers  to  the 
best  swims  in  his  district  {see  advertisement  on 
page  474).  He  tells  me  that  sport  bids  fair  to  be 
good  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  Anglers  pay- 
ing him  a  visit  may  be  provided  with  baits,  rods, 
tackle,  etc.,  withovit  the  inconvenience  of  carrying 
them. 


Christmas  brings  .shoals  of  special  publications 
for  the  amusement  and  edification  of  the  reading 
public,  and  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  number 
of  the  Pictorial  Comedy  is  worthy  of  a  high  place 
among  them.  The  proprietors  have  not  spared 
themselves  in  the  production  of  this  work,  and  in 
consequence  a  charming  paper  is  the  result.  Two 
excellent  coloured  plates  are  presented  with  this 
number.  The  first,  "The  Fiftieth  Anniversary: 
the  Last  Guest,"  by  C.  Dana  Gibson,  represents 
Darby  and  J oan  having  a  quiet  nap  after  the  guests 
have- departed,  and  dreaming  of  those  happy  days 
when  love's  young  droani  wa*allto  tliom — a  really 


charming  idea.  The  second,  by  F.  W.  Read,  en- 
titled, "  For  He's  a  Jolly  Good  Fellow,"  is  distinctly 
good,  although  not  of  so  cheery  a  nature.  The 
faithful  wifey  has  fallen  asleep,  the  hubby's  chair 
is  vacant,  his  smoking  jacket  and  slippers  are 
placed  ready  for  him,  but  the  "jolly  good  fellow" 
has  not  returned,  although  grandfather's  clock 
rocords  2.7  a.m.  Naughty  boy!  The  vocally- 
inclined  are  catered  for  in  a  rollicking  song,  "  Come 
Fill  the  Christmas  Bowl,"  and  the  refrain — 

"  Here's  luck  to  every  faithful  soul ! 
And  all  true  hearts,  God  bless  them  !  " 

admirably  expresses  my  sentiments.  The  literary 
part  is  bright  and  entertaining,  and  lovers  of  the 
real  Christmas  story  will  be  delighted  with  "  The 
G.mtlo  Highwayman."  The  illustrations  are  of 
high  artistic  merit,  emanating  from  such  masters 
a?  C.  Dana  Gibson,  Balfour  Kor,  Bayard  Jones, 
T.  Downey,  etc.  Messrs.  Henderson  and  Sons, 
Red  Lion-court,  are  the  publishers,  and  the  price  is 
one  shilling. 


He  :  "  Clarice,  you  know  I  have  always  thought 
a  great  deal  of  you,  and  I  have  flattered  myself 
you  think  not  ilnfavourably  of  me.  May  I — will 
you  ba  my  wife  ?  "  Sho:  "  What  a  .start  you  gave 
m  \  Harry !  Do  you  know,  I  thought  you  wore 
going  to  ask  me  to  lend  you  some  money." 


The  FtsHER's  Flute.  J 

I  HEAR  from  the  shade  of  the  fir  trees  | 

Till)  fisher's  flute  again,  j 
His  importunate  lamentations,  ' 

His  passion  and  his  pain. 

Proud  lords  and  lovely  ladies  ' 

Met  there  in  nights  gone  by,  | 

W'hile  the  summer  moon  was  sailing  ] 

Like  a  pleasure  boat  on  high.  j 

The  lords  sang  amorous  ditties. 

The  ladies  touched  the  lute,  ' 

Where  emulous  and  envious,  j 

The  nightingale  was  mute.  I 

They  stole  apart  in  the  darkne.ss  j 

And  plighted  hearts  and  hands  \ 

Or,  stifling  songs  with  laughter. 

Danced  on  the  yellow  sands.  ' 

There  is  more  in  the  fisher's  music  i 

Of  passion  and  pain  j 

Than  lie  knows,  and  here  at  midnight 

It  comes  to  me  again —  J 

Comes  back  with  a  silent  sorrow,  ; 

The  weight  of  tears  unshed,  1 

The  longing  for  vanished  voices,  i 

The  loved,  the  lost— the  dead  !  ] 
— Century. 


A  New  Game  eok  Christmas.  I 

"  Vee  Cee  "  is  the  title  of  a  new  game  which  has  < 

been  issued  by  the  Taller  Office.    The  inventor  ' 

noticed  that  during  the  Boer  and  Russo-Japanese  j 

wars  the  control  of  the  railways  played  a  most  i 

important  part  in  the  military  issues.  The  game  is  \ 
scientific  and  fascinating,   and  is  based  on  the 

defence  of  England  from  invasion.  Depicted  on  the  j 
board  are  important  strategical  towns  between 

Liverpool,    London,    Newcastle    and    the    South.  ■ 

The  Great  Central  Railway  is  the  one  chosen  as  the  I 

field  of  operations  on  account  of  its  direct  communi-  i 

cation  with  the  towns  around  which  the  various  * 

movements  centre.    It  is  safe  to  assume  that  in  i 

plajdng  the  game  the  players  are  being  educated  j 

as  to  the  ramifications  of  the  Great  Central  Com-  1 

pany's  system,  and  the  company  has  obtained  a  j 

most  uniciue  and  practical  method  of  bringing  its  | 
routes  before  the  public.    The  game  can  be  ordered 

throvigh  all  booksellers  and  newsagents.    By  taking  , 

the  Tatler  weekly,  it  will  be  found  that  in  connection  j 
with  this  game  a  competition  for  £100  worth  of 
prizes  is  offered  for  solutions  of  the  "  Strategy 
Problems." 

•   j 

"The  Season's  Greetings!"  j 

These  words  appear  on  a  very  pretty' Christmas 

card  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ladell — and  a  sea-  j 
worthy  boat  sailing  under  a  "spanking"  breeze 

also  adorns  the  card,  with  the  written  lines:  "Dear  \ 

Drag,  may  you  have  many  a  good  sail  in  the  coming  . 

year."  Thanks,  Doctor,  we  are  all  glad  to  hear  you  ; 

are  better,  and  hope.to  see  more  of  you  at  the  club  ) 

in  1906.  This  is  not  the  only  "  Christmas  Greeting  "  ] 

which  has  reached  me  by  many^a  score,  and/J  take  ) 

this  opportunity  of  wishing^brother  anglers  all  they  i 
could  wish  themselves — Good  Health,  GoodtLuck, 

Prosperity,  Long  Life,  and  the  best  of  sport  in  the  ' 
New  Year  which  is  so  close  upon  US"     DrRAONEr.'  " 


.1 
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RAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE 
CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR 
HOLIDAYS. 


SOUTH-EASTERX  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

The  following  arrangements  have  been  made  by 
the  South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  : — Week- 
end tickets  available  by  any  train  (mail  and  boat 
expresses  excepted)  will  be  issued  from  London  on 
Dec.  22,  23.  and  24  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  Bexhill, 
St.  Leonards.  Hastings,  Canterbury,  Whitstable, 
Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover, 
Folkestone,  Shorncliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate  and  New 
Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea).  These  tickets  will  be 
available  for  the  return  journey,  Dec.  24  to  27 
inclusive.  On  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  a  fast  late  train 
will  be  run  to  Chatham,  Sittingbourne,  Sheerness, 
Faversham,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington, 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Canter- 
biiry,  Walmer,  Deal,  and  Dover,  leaving  Victoria  at 
12.30  midnight  and  Holborn  12.30  midnight,  calling 
at  St.  Paul's  12.32  a.m..  Elephant  and  Castle 
12^37  a.m.,  Brixton  12.38  a.m.,  Loughborough  Junc- 
tion 12.43  a.m.,  and  Heme  Hill  12.45  a.m.  A  similar 
train  will  also  be  run  on  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  to 
Chislehurst,  Sevenoaks,  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leo- 
nards, Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Ramsgate, 
Margate,  Folkestone,  and  Dover,  leaving  Cannon 
Strieet  12.28  midnight,  London  Bridge  12.34  a.m., 
and  New  Cross  at  12.42  a.m.  Week-end  tickets  will 
be  issued  by  these  trains  to  stations  where  such 
bookings"  already  exist.  Special  cheap  return 
tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  to  Marseilles, 
Hyeres,  Cannes,  Grasse,  Nice,  Monte  Carlo,  Mentone, 
and  other  stations  on  the  French  Riviera,  via  Folke- 
stone and  Boulogne,  leaving  Victoria  at  2.15  p.m. 
on  Dec.  22.  Cheap  excursions  will  also  run  from 
London  to  Paris,  via  Dover-Calais  and  Folkestone- 
Boulogne,  on  Dec.  22,  23,  and  24  ;  also  from  London 
to  Brussels,  via  Dover-Calais,  Folkestone-Boulogne, 
and  Dover-Ostend  from  Dec.  21  to  26  inclusive.  For 
golfing  at  Le  Touquet  (in  the  North  of  France) 
special  arrangements  have  been  made.  On  Christmas 
Day  several  extra  trains  will  run,  but  the  ordinary 
services  will  be  as  on  Simdays.  On  Boxing  Day, 
cheap  pantomime  excursions  will  be  run  from  the 
principal  stations  to  London,  retuming  about  mid- 
night. Frequent  special  and  ordinary  trains  will  be 
run  from  Victoria,  Holbom,  Ludgate  Hill,  and 
St.  Paul's  to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level  Station) 
and  vice  verad.  During  the  holidays  several  trains 
will  be  withdrawn  or  altered.  Full  particulars  as  to 
times  of  trains,  alterations  in  train 'services,  etc.,  will 
be  found  in  the  Holiday  Programme  and  Special 
Train  Service  Supplement. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

"Home  for  Christmas"  and  how  to  get  there. — 
Those  whose  homes  are  in  the  counties  of  Hants, 
Dorset,  Wilts,  Somerset,  Devon,  Comwall,  etc.,  are 
fortunate  in  having  such  an  up-to-date  organisation 
as  the  London  and  South  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany to  cater  for  their  need.  For  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  passengers  holding  ordinary,  tourist, 
or  cheap  week-end  tickets,  the  principal  express 
trains  from  London  (Waterloo  Station) , will  run  in 
duplicate.  Much  time  usually  occupied  in  partaking 
of  meals  beforehand  will  be  saved,  as  pas- 
sengers can  travel,  any  class,  by  certain  trains, 
and  lunch  or  dine  en  route  between  Waterloo 
and  the  West  of  England,  Exeter,  Plymouth, 
Ilfracombe,  etc.,  and  to  the  south  coast — Wey- 
mouth, Swanage  and  Bournemouth  —  the  latter 
place,  as  the  finest  English  winter  resort,  offers 
splendid  attractions  to  the  visitor  at  all  times,  but 
especially  for  the  Christmas  week-end.  Passengers 
holding  week-end  tickets  can  return  by  the  break- 
fast train  from  Bournemouth  to  Waterloo  on  Dec.  27. 
An  additional  factor  to  the  comfort  of  passengers  is 
this  company's  splendid  system  of  heating  the  car- 
riages in  the  principal  long-distance  trains,  an  im- 
portant consideration  in  severe  weather.  Business 
men  and  others  who  may  be  detained  in  town  until 
the  last  moment  will  appreciate  the  late  trains 
arranged  to  run  from  Waterloo  to  North  Comwall, 
North  Devon,  Exeter,  and  Plymouth  lines,  also 
to  the  south  coa.?t,  Bournemouth,  Weymouth,  etc., 
on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  preceding  Christmas 
Day.  An  early  morning  train  will  also  be  run  to 
theie  parts  (except  North  Cornwall)  on  Sunday, 
Dec.  24,  and  Christmas  Day.  Additional  train  and 
boat  facilities  to  the  I.sla  of  Wight  via  Portsmouth 
and  Southampton.  Period  excursion  tickets  will 
be  issued  from  Waterloo,  etc. ,  to  Plymouth.  Exeter, 
Ilfracombe,  Barnstaple,  Bude,  Launceston,  Wade- 
bridge,  Bodrnin,  Sidrnouth,  Exmouth,  Lyme  Regis, 
Yeovil,  Bath,  Shep  ton  Mallet,  Blandford,  Weymouth, 
Dorfthe-!t«»r,  Portland,  Swanage,  Bournemouth,  etc. 
Paris  at  Christmas.  —  Fourteen  days  excursion 
ticket.'?  issued  from  Waterloo  on  Dec.  22  and  23, 


via  Southampton  and  Havre.  Also  to  Havre  on 
same  dates.  Fifteen  day  tickets  to  Guernsey  and 
Jersey  on  Dec  22.  Full  particulars  of  the  holiday 
arrangements  are  given  in  the  programme  issued 
by  the  company,  which  can  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Henry  Holmes,  Superintendent  of  the  Lino,  Water- 
loo Station,  S.E.,  or  at  any  of  thoir  London 
stations  and  offices.  Tickets,  etc.,  can  bo  obtained 
in  advance  at  the  company's  West-end,  City,  and 
other  London  offices,  which  will  remain  open  later 
than  usual  the  week  previous  to  Christmas. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday  tickets 
to  the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts 
(Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft,  Cromer, 
Mundesley,  Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt, 
Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hun- 
stanton, etc.),  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street 
and  their  other  London  and  Suburban  stations, 
there  will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on  Satur- 
day, Dec.  23,  to  most  of  the  above  stations,  also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham, 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Biiry  St.  Edmunds,  Diss,  Wood- 
bridge,  Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other  places 
in  the  Eastern  Counties ;  also  via  the  Cathedral  route 
to  Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe,  Chesterfield, 
Hull,  Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Manchester,  York, 
Leeds,  Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durham, 
Newcastle,  and  other  stations  in  the  Northern 
Counties ;  also  on  Dec.  22  and  29,  cheap  bookings 
to  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
and  other  stations  in  Scotland.  Tickets  (ordinary, 
excursion,  etc.)  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at 
Liverpool-street  Station  and  at  the  company's 
City,  West  End,  and  other  booking  offices.  Reliev- 
ing trains  will  precede  some  of  the  principal  trains  to 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Norwich, 
Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.,  on  Dec.  22,  23,  and  27.  On 
Saturday,  Dec.  23,  special  trains  will  leave  Liver- 
pool-street at  8.10  a.m.  for  Colchester,  Ipswich, 
Yarmouth,  etc. ;  at  8.50  a.m.  for  Cambridge, 
Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich,  etc.;  at  7.10  p.m.  for 
Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Diss, 
Norwich,  etc.  ;  at  9.25  p.m.  for  Southend,  Col- 
chester, Ipswich,  etc.  ;  and  for  the  accom- 
modation of  those  detained  at  business  until 
late  in  the  evening  midnight  trains  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  12.3  for  Colchester  and  Clacton, 
at  12.20  for  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich, 
at  12.25  for  Cambridge,  Norwich,  Fakenham,  and 
Wells,  and  at  12.40  for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury 
St.  Edmunds,  and  Norwich,  all  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  On  Christmas  Eve, 
Dec.  24,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  Sunday  trains 
certain  additional  trains  will  be  run.  Relieving 
trains  will  precede  some  of  the  morning  trains 
Special  trains  will  be  run  on  many  of  the  branch 
lines  in  connection  with  trains  to  and  from  London. 
On  Christmas  Day,  Dec.  25,  with  certain  exceptions 
the  trains  will  run  the  same  as  on  Sundays. 
A  special  train  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  5.8 
a.m.  for  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  interme- 
diate stations.  On  Boxing  Day  the  train  services 
will  be  considerably  altered,  some  of  the  trains 
being  cancelled  or  modified.  On  Dec.  26  and  27, 
additional  and  relieving  trains  will  be  run  from  the 
country  stations  to  London. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  excursions  from  Euston  on  Friday,  Dec.  22, 
at  4.15  p.m.,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  the  North 
of  Ireland,  via  Fleetwood  or  Liverpool ;  at  6.30  p.m., 
to  Greenore,  via  Holyhead,  and  to  Belfast,  London- 
derry, and  the  North  of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and 
Greenore;  at  6.30  p.m.,  to  Dublin,  via  Holyhead, 
and  stations  in  the  North,  South,  and  West  of 
Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and  Dublin;  at  8p.m.,  to 
Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  the  North  of  Ireland, 
via  Carlisle  and  Stranraer ;  on  Saturday,  Dec.  23, 
at  4.15  p.m.,  to  Londonderry,  via  Fleetwood  and 
direct  boat ;  on  Fridays,  Dec.  22  and  29,  for  5,  8, 
and  17  days  at  8  p.m.,  to  Dundee,  Forfar, 
Aberdeen,  and  Great  North  of  Scotland  and  High- 
land stations  ;  at  8.50  p.m.,  to  Carlisle,  Perth,  and 
Stirling;  at  10  p.m.,  to  Ayr,  Dumfries,  and  stations 
on  the  Portpatrick  and  Wigtownshire  line ;  at 
11  p.m.,  to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow;  on  Friday, 
Dec.  22,  and  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  to  Preston,  Black- 
pool, Morecambe,  Penrith,  Ke.-ivvick,  Workington, 
and  Furness  Company's  stations  ;  to  Liverpool  and 
District  ;  to  Manchester  and  District  ;  also 
Huddersfield,  Leeds,  Burnley,  Colne,  and  Nelson ; 
on  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  to  Cambrian  Line  and  Central 
Wales,  Shrewsbury,  North  Staffordshire  stations, 
Buxton,  North  Wales  Coast,  Chester,  Ruthin, 
etc.,  and  to  South  Wales;  on  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  at 
11.15  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.,  to  Birmingham,  Coventry, 
Dudley,  Leamington,  and  Wolverhampton ;  on 
Tuesday,  Dec.  26,  a  day  trip  to  Birmingham, 
Coventry,    Dudley,    Leamington,  Northampton, 


Rugby,  and  Wolverhampton.  Vor  further  parti- 
culars as  to  fares  and  arrangements  for  return,  see 
special  pamphlet.  The  ticket  offices  at  Euston, 
15road-8treet,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and 
Willesden  Junction  will  be  open  throughout  the  day 
to  Saturday,  Dec.  23  (inclu.sivo),  so  that  passengers 
wi.shing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the 
day  prior  to  the  starting  of  the  trains.  The  ordinary 
and  tourist  tickets  will  be  dated  to  suit  tlio  convenience 
of  passengers.  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at  the 
various  booking-offices  of  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  in  London  and  suburbs.  The 
*'  inquiry  office  "  at  Euston  is  open  throughout  the 
day.  All  information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Robert 
Turnbull,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Euston 
Station,  London,  N.W. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
Every  holiday  sees  some  fresh  enterprise  and 
extension  of  facilities,  and  in  numerous  cases 
accelerated  services.  This  Yuletide  the  up-to-dato 
Great  Western'  Railway  have  issued  a  veritable  . 
budget  of  facilities  for  travel  to  and  from  all  parts 
of  their  great  system.  The  arrangements  are  set 
out  in  a  special  programme  so  clearly  and  concisely 
that  he  who  runs  may  read,  and  the  would-be 
excursionist  in  a  desperate  hurry  can  find  parti- 
culars of  the  excursions  to  South  Whales  or  any  ' 
part  of  the  line  as  easily  as  the  inquiry  clerk  can 
give  particulars  of  the  arrangements  for  the  "  Land 
of  Sunshine " — the  Cornish  Riviera.  The  term 
"  excursions  "  is  now  a  misnomer.  What  is  offered 
is  express  travel,  with  best  accommodation,  at  low 
rates  easily  within  the  reach  of  all.  It  is  even  a 
sign  of  the  times  to  find  cheap  travel  arranged  to 
places  like  Oxford,  Leamington,  Warwick,  Birming- 
ham, Wolverhampton,  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
Droitwich,  Malvern,  Worcester,  Cheltenham,  Bath, 
Bristol,  Torquay,  Plymouth,  Falmouth,  Penzance, 
Weston-super-Mare,  Weymouth,  etc.,  the  homes  of 
the  great  army  of  workers  in  London.  Week-end 
tickets  issued  to  about  600  stations  will  also  be 
available  for  use  this  holiday.  Tourist  tickets  are  ' 
also  obtainable  as  shown  in  the  winter  tourist  pro- 
gramme. It  should  be  noted  that  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  Great  Western  Railwaj- 
Company  for  the  refreshment  rooms  at  all  the 
principal  stations  to  be  kept  open  day  and  night 
during  the  holidays  for  the  benefit  of  passengers 
by  the  excursion  trains.  Full  particulars  may  be 
obtained  at  any  of  the  company's  offices  and  stations, 
or  from  the  Inquiry  Office,  Paddington  Station. 
Telephone  :  No.  552  Paddington. 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH-COAST 
RAILWAY. 

This  progressive,  up-to-date  company  announce 
cheap  fourteen- day  excursions  to  Dieppe,  Rouen, 
and  Paris  by  the  picturesque  and  cheapest 
route  to  Paris,  via  Newhaven  and  Dieppe,  on 
Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  Dec.  22,  23,  and 
24,  returning  any  day  within  fourteen  days  by  any 
train  according  to  class,  and  by  any  night  service 
steamer.  Friday  to  Tuesday  cheap  return  tickets 
to  Dieppe  will  also  be  issued.  All  ordinary  return 
tickets  issued  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Christmas 
Day,  Dec.  23,  24,  and  25,  will  be  available  for  the 
return  journey  up  to  the  evening  of  Wednesday, 
Dec.  27.  The  cheap  return  tickets,  week-end.  issued 
on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  Dec.  22,  23,  and 
24,  will  be  available  for  return  on  Sunday,  Christmas 
Day,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  25,  26, 
and  27.  Cheap  day  retliu-n  tickets  are  issued  from 
London  and  certain  suburban  stations  to  Brighton, 
Shoreham,  Worthing,  Eastbourne,  Seaford,  New- 
haven,  Hastings,  St.  Leonards,  Bexhill,  Little- 
hampton,  Bognor,  Chichester  (for  full  particulars, 
see  special  bills).  The  Crystal  Palace,  Boxing  Day, 
Tuesday,  Dec.  26,  special  holidaj^  entertainments. 
Frequent  special  trains  between  London  Bridge, 
Victoria,  Kensington  (Addison-road),  West  Bromp- 
ton,  Clapham  Junction,  and  the  Crystal  Palace  as 
required  by  the  traffic.  The  "  Sunny  South 
Special." — A  train  consisting  of  corridor  carriages 
and  luncheon  and  tea  car,  giving  through  service 
every  week-day  (except  Boxing  Day)  from  and  to 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  Leamington 
and  Brighton  and  Eastbourne,  with  close  connec- 
tions to  Seaford,  Bexhill,  Hastings,  Hove,  Worthing, 
Bognor,  Littlehampton,  Southsea,  Portsmouth,  and 
the  Isle  of  Wight.  On  Friday  and  Saturday,  Dec. 
22  and  23,  a  special  train  from  Manchester,  with  the 
Birmingham  and  Leamington  portions  of  the  "Sunnv 
South  Special,"  will  leave  Kensington  ( Addison-rd. ) 
for  Brighton  at  3.25  p.m.,  calling  at  Clapham  Junc- 
tion, 3.35  p.m.,  and  East  Croydon,  3.50  p.m.  (first, 
second,  and  third  class).  Increased  facilities  for 
booking  passengers. — Station  booking-offices  con- 
stantly open.  —  The  booking-offices  at  London 
Bridge,  Victoria,  and  Kensington  (Addison-road) 
Stations,  and  also  at  the  stations  generally  on  the  - 
London,  Brighton,  and  South-Coast  Railway,  will 
be  kept  constantly  open  every  week-day  between 
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SPEC  lAL" 
WATERPROOFING  for  BOOTS 
CLEANEST  &  BEST 

CANSe^AlZ-NErrSOLD  EVERYWHERE 


PRESERVED 


WHY 


LINES 

]'.v  nsins  VICKERMAN'S 

WAtERPROOF  PAINT 

Better  than  tar,  eateeliu,  tauiiiiig,  or 
oil.  Ketards  freezing,  does  not  add  to 
weight  or  stiffen  lines.  Best  and  sim- 
plest. Tins  1/-,  post  free,  as  sample  of 
W.H.V.,  10,  Basinghall  St.,  B.C. 


I 


I 


o-xixwx:.zis. 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  sapplled.— Apply  lor  terma  to  J.  T 
PICKESSaiLL,  U,  Market  Place,  Kelghley, 
York. 


THEATRES. 


DKURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
Managing  Director,  Arthnr  Collins. 
BOXING  NICxHT  and  TWICE  DAILY, 
The  Children's  Pantomine,  CINDERELLA. 
By  Sir  i\  C.  Burnand,'  .f.  Hickory  Wood,  and 

Arthur  Collins. 
Walter Passmore,  Harry  Kandall,  Harry  Kragson, 
Arthur  Williams,  .fuhnnie  Danvers,  Arthur  Con 
quest,  Qneunie  Leighton,  May  de  Sousa,  Emily 
Spiller,  Pollie  Emery,  Daisy  Cordell. 
The  New  Heating  Installation  makes  the  audi- 
torium comfortahly  warm  in  the  coldest  weathei' 
The  Children's  Booklet,  illustrated  by  Winnie 
Burnand,  free  on  application  (by  postcard  only). 
Box  Office  open  all  day. 

Telephone  2589  Gerrard. 


HAYMARKET.  TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30. 
THE  INDECLSION  OF  MR.  KINGSBURY. 
Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine, 
Mr.  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Brongli,  and 

Miss  Nina  Boncicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 
SPECIAL  MATINEE,  BOXING  DAY,  at  2.30. 

WYNDHAM'S  THEATRE.— Proprie- 
tor, Sir  Charles  Wyndham. 
To-night,  at  HAfi,  and  Saturday  Matinee  at  2.3o, 
Mr.  FRANK  CURZON'S  COMPANY  in 
"PUBLIC  OPINION,"  by  R.  C.  CARTON. 
Preceded,  at  8.30,  by  Mr.  Harold  Montague. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Produced  by  Mr. 
George  Edwardes. — No  break  in  the  per 
lormances  next  week. — Seats  can  be  booked  for- 
ward till  Easter.— EVERY  EVENING,  at  8.30. 
Matinee  every  Saturday  at  2.30.  THE  LITTLE 
MICHUS.  Jllle.  Adeline  Geuee  ;  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  Louis  Bradfleld,  Fred  Emney,  James 
Blakeley,  Willie  Warde,  and  George  Graves ; 
Misses  Adrienne  Augarde,  Amy  Augarde,  and 
Denise  Orme.    Matinees  and  Evenings. 


NEW  THEATRE.— CHARLES 
WYNDHAM.  To-night  at  9.  Matinee, 
Saturday  and  Wednesday,  at  3  (up  to  and  in- 
cluding Friday,  Dec.  •22nd).  CAPTAIN  DREW 
ON  LEAVE,  by  H.  H.  Davies.  CHARLES 
WYNDHAM.  MISS  MARION  TERRY  and  .MISS 
MARY  MOORE.  Preceded,  at  8.30,  by  "The 
American  Widow."  N.B.— Sir  Charles  Wyndham 
will  transfer  this  play  to  WYNDHAM'S 
THEATRE  on  MONDAY,  JAN.  Ist. 


nkmHY  THEATRE.— Manager,  Mr. 
^  George  Edivardes.— TO-NIGHT,and  EYERY 
EVENING,  at8(do(U-s  open  7.40),  a  new  Musical 
Play,  entitled,  "THE  SPRING  CHICKEN." 
Box  Office  open  from  10  till  10.  Matinee,  Satur- 
day Next,  at  2.0.   Doors  open  1.40. 


A DELPHI. — Lessee  and  Manager,  Otho 
Stuart.— TO-NIGHT,  at  8.  Matinees,  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  A  MIDSUMMER 
NIGHTS  DREAM.  SPECIAL  HOLIDAY 
MATINEES.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  Wed- 
nesday and  Saturday  Matinees,  TUESDAY,  Dec. 
26th  (BOXING  DAY"^),  and  every  Afternoon  after 
in  Christmas  Week  :  MONDAY,  Jan.  1st  (NEW 
Y'EAR  S  DAY) ;  THURSDAY,  .Tan.  4th.  Seats 
may  now  be  bnoked.  Box  Office  (Mr.  Terry), 
open  10  to  10.   Tel.,  2645  Gerrard. 

WALDORF   THEATRE.  —  LIGHTS 

OUT.  Lessees,  the  Messrs.  Shubert.  TO- 
NIGHT, at  9,  LIGHTS  OUT.  H.  B.  IRVING 
H.  V.  ES.\IOND,  CHARLES  FULTON,  HENRY 
VI  BART,  DAWSON  MILL  WARD,  Miss  EVA 
MOORE.  Preceded,  at  8.30,  by  LA  MAIN,  a 
Mimodrame,  in  one  act.  Miss  CA  MILLA  DAL- 
BERG.  MATINEE,  EVERY  WEDNESDAY 
and  .SATURDAY,  at  2.30.  Box  Office  open  10  to 
10.   Telephone,  3830  Gerrard. 


T  YRIG  THEATRE.  —  (Lessee,  Mr. 
XJ  William  Greet). — Under  the  Management 
of  Mr.  T..m  B.  Davis.  EVENINGS  at  S.l.^i. 
MATINEE  EVERY  SATURDAY  at  2.15.  Mr 
BOBEKT  COURTNEIDOE'S  production  of 
THIS  BLUE  MOON. 

pOMEDY  THEATRE.  —  Sole  Lessee, 
^  Mr.  Arthur  Chudleigh.— Under  the  Manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Arthur  Chudleigh. — Every  Evening, 
at  9,  CHARLES  KROHMANN  presents  THE 
MOUNTAIN  CLIMBER,  by  Cosmo  Hamilton. 
Preceded,  at  8.:t0,  by  THE  LITTLE  h'AlHEl! 
OK  THE  WILDERNESS.  Matinee,  Every 
•Saturday,  at  2.30,  and  Every  Wednesday,  start- 
ing Deo.  20th,  and  Si>e<;lal  llatlnee  Boxing  Day. 


P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Crveat  Britain. 
Xen  Gold  and  Px>lze  XHedals  Amra.vded. 


Telegrams— MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 


INVKNTOBS  OF  THH       .  . 

**  fTannedl  Angola  " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"  Xanned  Angola  " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Field,  June  80,  190u. 

WOOLLEN  WADINC  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  mm  mm,  umm  spPAiiE,  w.c. 

CATALOaUBA  ORATIR. 


14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool. 

Specialists  in  FLIES  and  GUTm  SEA  TACKLE  of  every  description. 

ONE  OF  OUR  RECENT  TESTIMONIALS. 

"  After  breaking  a  Stout  Gimp  Trace  while  fishing  on  Bells  Pier,  Lowestoft,  I  put  up  the  only 
Cast  I  had— one  of  your  Tapered  •2-yard  Worming  Casts— and  with  a  single  Hook  killed  the  record 
Hsh  of  the  season,  a  141b.  bass.  (Signed)    VV.  C.  W0LLA3T0N." 


QUEEN'S  HALL,   LANGHAM   PLACE,  W. 

Sole  Lessees  :    CHAPPELL  &  CO.,  Ltd. 

THE   LONDON   SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA,  LIMITED. 

THE  FOURTH  CONCERT  OP  THE  SEASON 


OVERTURE 
CONCERTO. 


WILL  TAKE  PLACE  ON 

Thursday  Afternoon,  January  18tb,  1906,  at  3. 
  ."Fpancesca  di  Rimini"  '  

(Solo  Pianoforte,  M.  ARTHUR  DE  GREEF.) 

SYMPHONY  in  E  flat.  No  6  

(In  honour  of  the  Life  Work  of  a  Great  Artist.l         Fimt  Time  of  Prr/oniKince. 

SOLO— Pianoforte.  m.  Arthur  de  greef. 

OVERTURE   "InderNatup"   Dvorak 

Conductor      -      -      Sir  CHARLES  V.  STANFORD. 


Tschaikowshy 
Stanford 


Single  Tickets— Reserved,  7/6  and  5/-.   Unreserved,  2/6  and  1/-. 

To  be  obtained  from  CHAPPELL'3  Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall,  and  50,  New  Bond  Street,  W. 
L.  G.  8HARPE,  Concert  Agency,  61,  Regent  St..  W.  Telephone  :  5564  Gerrard. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELLE,  Brittainy,  France. 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  the  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 
RENT  £40. 

Apply,  WYERS  FRERES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  PARIS. 


A  CHRISTMAS  OR  NEW  YEAR  PRESENT 

GRAY'S  PATENT 
ENAMEL  FLY  CASE. 

Hooks  easily  inserted  and  removed;  no  rust, 
and  will  not  shake  loose.  Price  3/9,  and  smaller 
with  division  and  glass,  1/6.  Send  your  own 
caiie  and  1/-  for  alteration  to 

HYDE  END  FISHERIES,  Brimpton,  Berks. 


PIKE  FISHING. 

THAMES. 
CHERTSEY  to  PENTON  HOOK. 

PUNTS,  Professional,  Baits,  Bods,  &c., 

10/-  per  day  (two  anglers  same  price). 
Apartments  and  Board,  5/-  per  day. 

NBWHAM,  Fisherman, 
Shcppcrton  Villa,  Chertsey  Bridge. 


COARSE  FISH  FOR 
STOCKING  PURPOSES. 


Good  strong:,  healthy  Fish,  chiefly 
Roach,  for  Sale. 


VARCOE,  7,  CoNiNGSBY  St.,  Lincoln. 


Read  rriiis. 


On  receipt  of  an  addresBed  envelopa 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  tlie  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  for  38.  6d. ; 
or  13  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

«Jolin  mrixite   Ab  Bona, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
President :  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL- 
MONDAY,  JANUARY  1,  1906,  at  8. 
HANDEL'S 

"MESSIAH" 

The  additional  acconii)animent3  by  ifozart  will 
he  dispensed  with,  and  the  work  given  with 
Handel's  acconiimniments  only. 

MISS  EVANGELINE  FLORENCE. 
MADAME  CLARA  BUTT. 
MR.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 
MR.  D.  FFRANGCON -DAVIES. 


BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 


Organist :  Mr.  H.  L.  Balpour. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7«.  (A. ;  Arena,  6«.  ;  Boxes,  £1  M. 
to  £3  3».    Balcony,  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  5ji. 
rnreserved   (rows   5   to  8),   4«.  GALLERY 
(Promenade)  TWO   SHILLINGS.     Tickets  of 
nsual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 


MUDIE'S. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  iOs.6d.  YEARLY. 


TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
COUNTRY,  SUBURBS,  and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

S.a«c/,0#ce42*1'  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 

(48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 


M.  ROGAN  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Eod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

BRIDGE  END  HOUSE, 
BALLYSHANNON,  Co.  Donegal. 


MAKKRS  OF 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Salmon  Rods  and  Salmon  and  Trout 
Flies  of  •world-'wide  reputation. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL.  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Flailing:  in  the  Avon  or  Stoor, 

,       8H00LD  ABVKRTISB  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
Wanted  "  advta.,  26  worda  for  prepaid. 
Mdrau:  "Observer"  Offlee.  Boumemoutb. 
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the  hours  of  8  a.m.  and  8  p.m.,  for  the  sale  of  tickets 
and  for  the  purpose  of  affording  information  to 
passengers. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Cheap  Excursion  Trains  will  be  run  from  London 
(St.  Pancras)  on  Saturday,  December  23,  to  Leices- 
ter, Birmingham,  Nottingham,  Derby,  Newark, 
Lincoln,  Burton,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Black- 
bum,  Bolton,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  York, 
Scarborough,  Newcastle,  Barrow-in-Furness,  and 
the  Lake  District,  etc.,  returning  Dec.  26,  27,  or  30. 
On  Friday  midnight,  Dec.  22.  a  cheap  excursion 
will  be  run  to  Leicester,  Loughborough,  Notting- 
ham, Shefifield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Manchester,  Liver- 
pool, etc.,  for  4,  5,  or  8  days,  and  on  Saturday 
midnight,  Dec.  23,  for  3,  4,  or  7  days ;  on  Christ- 
mas Day  (Monday),  Dec.  25,  to  Leicester,  Lough- 
borough, Nottingham,  Sheffield,  and  Manchester, 
for  2,  3,  or  6  days ;  and  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  26, 
a  cheap  excursion  will  be  run  to  Leicester,  Lough- 
borough, Nottingham,  and  Sheffield,  for  half, 
1,  2,  or  3  days;  to  Bedford,  Wellingborough,  Ket- 
tering, and  Market  Harborough,  for  half,  1,  2,  or 
3  days ;  and  day  and  half -day  excursion  trains  to 
St.  Albans,  Harpenden,  and  Luton.  Special  foot- 
ball excursions  from  St.  Pancras  to  Birmingham  on 
Boxing  Bay,  Dec.  26,  for  1,  2,  or  5  days.  Cheap 
excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  London  (St.  Pan- 
cras) and  principal  provincial  stations  to  Carlisle, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Greenock,  Dundee,  Aberdeen, 
etc.,  on  Fridays,  Dec.  22  and  29,  for  5,  8,  and  17 
days.  The  17  days  tickets  will  be  available  for 
returning  on  any  day  within  seventeen  days  from 
and  including  the  date  of  issue.  Cheap  excursion 
tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  (St.  Pancras)  and 
principal  provincial  stations  on  Saturday,  Dec.  23, 
to  Londonderry,  via  Heysham,  available  for  return- 
ing on  any  weekday  on  which  the  steamer  sails, 
within  10  days  from  and  including  date  of  issue. 
On  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  cheap  excursion  tickets  will 
be  issued  from  St.  Pancras  and  other  stations  to 
St  Albans,  Redbourn,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Turvey, 
Olney,  Piddington,  Rushden,  and  Higham  Ferrers 
for  half-day ;  and  to  Harpenden,  Luton,  Flitwick, 
AmpthUl,  Bedford,  Wellingboro',  and  Kettering, 
for  half,  two,  or  three  days.  On  Christmas  Day 
and  -  every  Sunday  imtil  further  notice,  cheap 
day  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  South- 
end-on-Sea  from  St.  Pancras,  Kentish  Town, 
Waltham^tow,  Leytonstone,  and  stations  on  the 
Tottenham  and  Forest  Gate  Joint  Line.  (These 
tickets  are  available  at  Leigh  and  Westcliff-on-  Sea. ) 
The  week-end  tickets  issued  on  Dec.  22  and  23 
will  be  available  for  returning  on  Sunday,  Monday, 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  Dec.  24,  25,  26,  or  27,  and 
the  tickets  issued  on  Dec.  2. J  and  30  will  be  avail- 
able for  returning  on  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday, 
or  Wednesday,  Dec.  31,  Jan.  1,  2,  or  3.  Winter 
tourist  tickets  are  also  issued  to  the  chief  tourist 
resorts  in  England  and  Wales.  , 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
Following  the  issue  of  an  illustrated  card,  entitled, 
"  A  Merry  Christmas,"  the  Great  Central  Railway 
Company  have  published  their  ABC  excursion 
programme,  containing  ample  and  admirable  facili- 
ties for  those  desirous  of  spending  the  holidays  at 
places  reached  by  their  comfortable  and  expedi- 
tious route.  Excursions  are  announced  to  all  the 
principal  towns  and  health  resorts  in  the  Midlands, 
North  of  England,  and  Scotland.  On  Saturday, 
Dec.  23,  special  express  trains  leave  Marylebone 
at  convenient  times  for  all  paVts,  and  there  are  also 
additional  fast  trains  at  Saturday  midnight  and  on 
Monday,  Dec.  25.  On  Fridays,  Dec.  22  and  20, 
cheap  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued,  available  by 
express  train-s,  to  the  North  Eastern  System  and 
Scotland.  The  information  has  been  so  concisely 
tabulated  in  this  programme  that  the  times  of 
starting,  fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for 
any  station  (alphabetically  arranged)  can  be  easily 
seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  thLs  convenient  and 
interesting  guide  can  be  obtained,  free,  on  appli- 
cation at  Marylebone  Station  or  at  any  of  the 
company's  town  offices  and  agencies. 


SEA  ANGLING  IN  A  FOG. 


MR.  COUNCILLOR  WALLIS'S  EXPERIENCES 
AT  HERNE  BAY. 


The  following  interesting  article  is  culled  from  a 
Weymouth  contemporary : — 

It  is  not  yet  recognifed  in  Weymouth  how  much 
the  many  i-easide  resorts,  especially  on  the  south 
and  east  coast-i,  are  attracting  visitors  through 
their  angling  societie.-i.  Many  societies  have  been 
formed  within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  and 
although  Weymouth  is  geographically  out  of  touch 
with  the  central  position  it  is  the  best  of  them 


all,  not  only  for  its  shelter,  but  the  amount  of  all 
the  year  round  sport  to  bo  obtained.  The  Cor- 
poration and  tradesmen  should  see  that  Weymouth 
is  not  left  behind  in  attracting  those  who  must 
and  will  go  somewhere  to  fish,  and  who  wo\ild 
prefer  to  do  so  where  there  is  a  sheltered  bay, 
where  the  angling  can  be  carried  on  in  all  weather 
if  sufficient  inducements  are  offered.  Councillor 
Wallis,  Chairman  of  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea 
Angling  Society,  who  has  done  so  much  to  further 
sea  angling  in  Weymouth,  represented  our  town 
at  the  deep  sea  angling  festival  held  at  Heme  Buy 
on  Dec.  2  and  4,  and  'furnishes  us  with  the  follow- 
ing account  of  his  vi-it  Jto  the  report  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Thame?: — "I  engaged  to  stay  at  the  Con- 
naught  Hotel,  the  headquarters  of  the  Society,  and, 
being  expected,  was  promptly  introduced  to  Major 
Brine,  their  president,  also  to  the  committee,  who 
were  conducting  business  for  the  following  day. 
Two  were  to  go  in  each  boat,  unless  there  was  a 
desire  to  go  alone,  in  which  case  more  money  was 
to  be  paid.  I  was  drawn  with  the  President  for 
Saturday's  competition,  and  then  we  all  retired  to 
the  regions  below  known  as  the  bar,  where  the 
watermen  had  assemble(d  to  be  introduced  to  their 
respective  employers. 

"  A  lady  going  along  was  drawn  with  a  jolly  boat- 
man, who  prided  himself  under  the  nom  de  plume  of 
'  Chicken,'  and  great  hilarity  took  place  when  this 
was  announced. 

'"Oh,  lor!  This  here's  a  pretty  go.  I  never  had 
a  job  like  this  yer.  Seven  hours  on  the  sea,  and 
most  likely  a  fog.  I  feels  like  me  nerves  all  gone. 
I'm  going  to  faint.  I  wish  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
this  turn-out.'  He  appealed  to  several  present  for 
advice,  but  got  no  consolation  till  he  addressed  me. 
I  told  him  to  take  a  tonic  from  one  of  the  bottles 
on  the  shelf,  and  then  go  home  and  tell  his  wife. 
This  soothed  his  nerves,  and  with  one  more  hearty 
laugh  all  round  he  appeared  to  be  as  pleased  as  the 
rest. 

"  '  This  is  our  boatman,  Wallis,'  and  Major  Brine 
introduced  me  to  the  oldest  of  the  lot.  The  follow- 
ing colloquy  took  place  :  '  Field,  you  have  lug  ?  ' 
'  Aye  what,  sir,  lug  '!  '  '  Yes,  but  best  not  use  'un.' 
'  Why  ?  '  'A  bit  stale,  sir.'  '  What  do  you  mean. 
Field?'  'Why  I  mean  he's  a  bit  rotten,  sir.' 
'  What,  do  you  mean  to  tell  me  you  have  only  one, 
and  that  is  stale  ?  '  '  Well,  sir,  my  boat  won't  take 
more  than  one  lug  sail  at  a  time.  Lugworm  ;  lug- 
worm  !    Oh,  yes,  heaps,  sir.'  " 

"We  put  off  next  morning  in  ten  yards  of  day- 
light. By  this  I  mean  we  could  see  about  ten 
yards.  The  rest  was  fog.  The  old  man  reckoned 
to  put  us  about  four  miles  off  in  the  Copperas 
Charmel,  so  after  rowing  an  hour  he  told  us  to 
lay  down  our  oars  whilst  he  rowed  in  various 
directions  for  us  to  peer  through  the  fog  to  locate 
the  black  rock.  The  old  boy's  eyes  were  fixed  on  a 
compass  he  had  placed  on  the  thwart.  In  another 
half-hour  we  sighted  the  rock  looming  on  our  star- 
board bow,  when  after  another  twenty  minutes' 
row  we  were  supposed  to  be  in  the  Copperas 
Channel,  but  how  anyone  could  be  sure  I  carmot 
imagine.  The  fog  was  very  dense,  and  sound  was 
carried  a  long  way.  We  could  distinctly  hear  the 
music  of  the  reels  when  the  checks  were  on,  quite  a 
mile  away. 

"  Well,  the  first  day  passed  with  no  prize  for  the 
Major  or  myself.  That  night  we  again  drew,  and, 
being  a  visitor,  I  assisted,  and  drew  till  only  one 
name  was  left  in  the  hat.  It  was  my  own,  and, 
being  odd  man,  had  to  go  alone.  This  time  I  was 
drawn  with  the  youngest  waterman — a  mere  boy, 
the  merry  expression  of  whose  face  put  me  in  good 
spirits  in  a  moment.  His  boating  name  was 
'  Smiler.'  After  ascertaining  he  had  plenty  of  bait, 
I  asked  that  should  it  rain  hard  could  1  hire  an 
oilskin.  One  young  man  not  only  offered  me  his, 
but  his  sea  boots  and  thick  stockings ;  but  when  I 
included  a  nightshirt  he  looked  anxious  till  he  saw 
I  laughed.  This  young  fellow  liad  been  shipwrecked 
five  times  ;  once  in  our  West  Bay  at  Burton  Brad- 
stock,  when  three  of  his  mates  were  drowned. 

"  Monday  morning  brought  with  it  a  cold,  biting, 
damp  north-east  wind.  It  looked  like  snowing. 
Smiler  was  ready  in  the  lightest  boat  of  all.  We 
had  previously  arranged  to  go  five  miles  off  into 
the  Gore  Channel.  Smiler  said  we  could  not  reach 
it  under  sail,  so  we  picked  up  two  oars  each  and 
rowed  well  off  against  the  slop  till  we  thought  she 
would  fetch  our  mark.  Down  oars  and  up  with 
the  lug,  and  we  danced  merrily  down  with  tide 
and  wind,  passing  boat  after  boat,  till  we  dropped 
anchor  a  mile  to  leeward  of  thom  all. 

'•  The  cold,  damp  wind  cut  one  to  the  marrow ; 
poor  Smiler  was  beating  his  arms  most  of  the  day, 
but  as  his  teeth  chattered  he  laughed.  When  I 
told  him  he  looked  blue  he  laughed.  He  sprang  to 
the  gaff  as  I  tightened  my  line  on  the  reel.  He 
laughed  if  it  was  a  false  alarm,  and  he  laughed 
wlion  I  caught  fish.  He  laughed  when  we  cut  the 
combers  off  the  top  of  the  wave  in  rowing  home, 


when  the  cold  water  caught  him  in  the  ba,ck  and 
poured  down  his  nock.  Ho  laughed  when  he  told 
me  he  was  wet  through,  and  laughed  when  we 
weighed  in  our  fish  and  had  no  prize.  His  last  one 
with  mo  was  when  we  shook  hands,  and  said  we 
should  win  a  prize  if  I  came  again  next  year. 

"  I  strongly  recommend  Smiler,  especially  to  the 
wicked,  for  no  man,  however  bad,  could  swear  at 
ill-luck  with  Smiler  in  the  boat,  and  during  the  day 
I  thought  more  of  Smiler  going  home  to  toll  his 
mother  his  boat  had  won  a  prize  than  I  did  of 
winning  one  myself.  We  did  our  best,  and  when  at 
last  we  saw  the  boats  a  mile  to  windward  pulling 
up  to  go,  with  double  banked  oars  wo  did  the  five 
miles  for  homo  like  two  youngsters  in  a  race.  We 
passed  boat  after  boat,  and,  passing,  shouted,  '  After 
supper  we  will  have  the  searchlight  on  the  clock- 
tower  to  show  you  home.'  We  arrived  first,  and 
won  the  regatta,  if  not  a  prize. 

"  Immediately  after  the  weighing-in,  prizes  were 
distributed  by  Major  Brine,  who  in  his  address 
touched  upon  the  competitor  who  had  come  the 
greatest  distance.  He  said  the  prizes  were  not  like 
one  could  expect  at  Weymouth,  where  there  was  a 
mayor  and  corporation  to  give  them.  Oh  !  shades 
of  St.  Martin,  thouglit  I ;  how  I  wish  they  heard 
this,  but  in  my  short  response  did  not  say  any- 
thing on  that  subject,  hut  urged  upon  the  water- 
men to  uphold  the  Angling  Society,  for  in  time  it 
would  be  sure  to  bring  them  considerably  more  em- 
ployment, and  truthfully  expressed  myself  about 
the  grand  lot  of  men  I  had  met,  both  members  and 
boatmen.  I  had  taken  a  liking  for  their  little 
urban  district  governed  town  of  7000  inhabitants, 
where  fishing  and  shooting  should  make  Herne  Bay 
a  sporting  resort.  I  had  to  catch  my  train  for 
home,  so  wishing  the  President  good-bye,  he  took 
the  badge  from  his  hat  and  pinned  it  in  mine.  I 
shall  always  prize  it.  Then  I  said  it  was  my  sin- 
cere wish  to  meet  you  again  next  year  both  there 
and  at  Weymouth.  Good-bye." 


^otes  from  l^)e  ^ott^. 


Fob  the  last  three  days  of  last  week  the  auctioneer 
has  been  knocking  off  the  better  part  of  the  late  Sir 
William  Brooks'  collection  of  deer  heads,  stuffed 
birds,  guns,  rods,  etc.,  from  the  Forest  of  Glentana, 
in  Aberdeen. 

The  heads  fetched  several  buyers  from  a  distance, 
and  realised  good  prices  ;  but  the  cases  of  birds 
went  for  an  old  song,  and  there  were  some  beauties 
to  pick  from. 

A  very  fine  Dee  salmon,  modelled  by  the  late 
Frank  Buckland,  and  painted  by  the  artist  who 
killed  it,  as  well  as  a  small  jack,  were  about  the 
only  trophies  of  the  rod  that  one  could  see.  Lord 
Cecil,  Sir  William's  grandson  and  heir,  is  building 
himself  a  new  house  in  Aboyne,  and  the  best  of  the 
collection  goes  there. 

It  is  just  about  Jan.  12  that  the  first  of  our 
northern  salmon  rivers  open.  The  Thurso,  Helms- 
dale and  Tay  are  among  the  first — the  Tay  and 
Loch  Tay  opening  on  Jan.  15. 

The  First  Division  of  the  Court  of  Session  (the 
High  Court  for  Scotland)  has  ordered  a  proof  in 
regard  to  the  rights  of  the  community  of  Inverness 
to  salmon  angling  in  the  Ness.  The  action  was 
raised  in  the  Sheriff  Court  and  went  against  the 
anglers. 

Captain  Alexander  Warrand,  of  Bught,  obtained 
interdict  against  Donald  Watson,  fishing  -  tackle 
maker,  and  others  from  trespassing  on  the  "  Four 
Cobles  Fishings  "  and  the  Duke  of  Gordon's  Stone 
Clacknahagaig  and  the  sea.  The  case  will  come  off 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  New  Year. 

Provost  jNIacbeth,  Dunfermline,  was  last  week 
presented  with  a  silver  cradle  on  the  occasion  of  the 
birth  of  a  daughter.  As  the  Provost  is  a  jolly  good 
fellow,  and  a  first-class  angler  and  sportsman,  he  i  > 
to  be  heartily  congratulated  on  both  presentations. 

Wm.  Low,  gamekeeper,  Tare,  aitd  one  of  the  best 
rods  on  the  Dee  among  professionals,  got  shot  in 
the  eye  on  Dec.  9  at  a  grouse  drive  by  another 
keeper,  Gavin.  After  being  shot  Low  walked  home, 
a  distance  of  over  two  miles.  In  all  probability  he 
will  lose  his  eye. 

A  fine  specimen  of  a  seal  was  shot  by  Mr.  Much, 
naturalist,  at  Donmouth,  one  day  last  week.  He 
had  noticed  the  fellow  feeding  among  the  salmon 
and  sea-trout  on  several  occasions,  and.  watching  his 
chance,  was  successful  in  sending  a  bullet  home. 

Special  Scotch. 
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letters  to  the  Ebitor. 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

GRAYLING  FISHING  IN  I  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  "my  article  upon  the  above  subject 
I  incidentally  mentioned,  as  an  object  lesson,  how 
shamefully  even  the  lordly  salmon  was  treated  in 
Scottish  waters  where  free  fishing  for  trout  was  the 
privilege  of  all  (by  not  a  few  claimed,  thanklessly,  as 
a  right  V).  Perhaps  a  perusal  of  this  cutting  from 
the  Scotsman  of  to-day  (Dec.  14)! may  serve  its 
purpose,  in  this  connection  ;  and,  remember,  this  is 
the  close-time  for  salmon,  but  apparently  not  for 
grayling — fishing  ? — Yours  truly,       E.  M.  Tod. 

"  Salmon  Poaching  on  the  Borders. — At 
Hawick  Sheriff  Court  yesterday,  the  following 
persons  were  dealt  with  as  stated  for  contraventions 
of  the  Tweed  Fisheries  Act — namely,  George 
Whillans,  labourer,  Wilton  Crescent,  fined  £1,  with 
£1  modified  expenses,  or  seven  days,  for  having  five 
salmon  in  his  po.ssession  ;  John  Storrie,  jun.,  Kirk- 
wynd,  and  Gilbert  Oliver,  Baker-street,  millworkors, 
each  fined  £1,  with  14s.  6d.  expenses,  or  seven  days, 
for  having  three  salmon  each  ;  James  Potts,  spinner, 
and  Walter  Armstrong,  butcher,  each  fined  (the 
latter  in  absence)  30s.,  with  l(5s.  expenses,  or  four- 
teen days,  for  having  been  found  with  three  sea- 
trout  each  ;  Michael  Morris,  labourer,  for  fishing 
with  cleek  and  light  at  Weesland  Cauld,  fined  30s., 
with  23s.  6d.  expenses,  or  fourteen  days  ;  Adam 
Oldham,  mill-worker,  Kirkstile,  fined  20s.,  with 
23s.  6d.  expenses,  or  seven  days,  for  a  similar 
offence  at  the  Cobble  ;  Charles  M'Ewan,  warper, 
fined  a  modified  penalty  of  10s.,  with  10s.  expenses, 
or  seven  days,  for  having  a  net  in  liis  possession 
near  the  river  ;  William  Oldham,  stocking  maker, 
and  James  Reid,  spinner,  each  fined  £3  for  taking 
a  salmon  from  the  Cobble  Cauld  at  Hawick,  with 
5s.  for  the  fish  and  15s.  (id.  expenses,  or  twenty-one 
days  ;  Reid  was  also  fined  £2,  with  £1  13s.  5d. 
expenses,  or  fourteen  days,  for  another  fishing 
oiSence ;  James  Rodgers,  labourer,  fined  £2  for 
fishing,  £1  for  taking  two  fish  from  Wilton  Dam, 
and  13s.  9d.  expenses  ;  Andrew  Middlemas,  piecer, 
fined  in  all  33s.  9d.,  or  seven  days,  for  his  part  of 
the  offence  ;  Rodgers  was  also  convicted  of  resisting 
a  sergeant  of  water  bailiffs,  and  was  fined  £3,  with 
21s.  6d.  expenses,  or  fourteen  days." 

GRAYLING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  A."  E.  Pope, 
commences  his  letter  "  cannily  "  by  praising  you 
for  your  kind  remarks,  then  "  Halcyon "  for  his 
remarks,  and  then  he  speaks  of  my  "  unfair  remarks  " 
— an  assertion  which  amuses  me. 

Now,  Sir,  I  believe  that  I  am  substantially  in  the 
right,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell 
writing  thus  in  to-day's  (Dec.  16)  "  Occasional 
Notes  "  by  the  Editor  : — "  I  quite  agree  with  Mr. 
Tod  that  the  use  of  the  worm  for  grayling  during  the 
close  time  for  trout  cannot  fail  to  be  injurious  to 
the  latter,"  etc.  Was  not  Mr.  A.  E.  Pope  somewhat 
too  previous  to  write  but  I  feel  certain 

Sir  Herbert  himself  would  trust  the  working-man 
angler  to  protect  the  law  and  their  own  interest  far 
more  than  Mr.  Tod  would." 

•  Who  is  Mr.  A.  E.  Pope  ?  Is  he  a  known  authority 
in  the  angling  world  that  he  should  lecture  me  on 
being  "  unfair "  and  make  invidious  comparisons 
between  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod, 
which,  it  will  be  seen,  are  qviite  unwarrantable  and 
erroneous,  since  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  is  with  me, 
notwithstanding  Mr.  Pope's  unwise  expression  of 
opinion  to  the  contrary. 

I,  Sir,  always  have  endeavoured  to  steer  clear  of 
unpleasant  personalities  ;  and  it  will  take  an  abler 
pen  than  Mr.  Pope's  to  make  me  forget  what  has 
been  my  rule  for  so  many  years ;  as  my  correspon- 
dence in  the  columns  of  this  journal,  for  over  twenty- 
five  years,  will  bear  ample  testimony.  Besides 
it  is  an  unparliamentary  and  crude  way  of  expressing 
oneself,  which  I,  for  one,  do  not  admire. 

1  have  only  to  add  that — (1)  I  adhere  to  my 
strong  belief,  that  in  view  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's 
most  necessary  and  valuable  Bill  for  the  protection 
of  trout  in  Scotland  during  the  close  season ;  fishing 
with  worm  or  any  bait,  for  grayling,  during  these 
fence  months  is  most  inadvisable.  My  reasons  I 
have  already  given  in  detail,  and  will  not  repeat 
them  now.  (2)  This  being  my  opinion,  I  naturally 
<leprecate  encouraging  the  grayling  in  Scotland. 
T  only  express. an.  opinion — neither  more  nor  less — 
V)ut  I  have  fished  for  about  fifty  years,  and  have  only 
laid  down  my  rod  recently  because  of  rheumatism. 
Whether  I  know  what  I  am  writing  about  or  not 
I  leave  to  the  readers  of  this  journal,  who  have  had 
ample  opportunity  of  knowing :  as  well  as  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell.  When  I  find  that  so  weighty  an  authority 
as  he  is  not  antagonistic  to  the  views  I  have  ex- 
pressed, I  feel  that  I  am  justified  in  declaring  that  I 


do  not  mean  to  be  drawn  into  further  controversy 
at  present.  Let  Time  justify — or  condemn — -me 
and  these  my  opinions.  I  liave  only  tried  to  do 
my  duty. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  learn  that  Sir  Herbert  is 
retiring  from  Parliament.  We  have  had  no  better 
or  stronger  friend,  nor  any  wiser  counsellor  ;  and  1 
am  glad  to  find  you,  Sir,  voicing,  in  your  "  Occa- 
sional Notes,"  the  sentiment  of  so  many  Scotti.sh 
anglers — one  of  universal  regret,  I  am  sure. 
1  A  friend  who  has,  like  myself,  had  much  experi- 
ence in  our  Scottish  rivers,  agrees  with  me  in  almost 
every  particular,  and  adds  :  "  Speaking  of  the  effect 
of  winter  fishing  for  grayling  on  the  trout  of  the 
Clyde,  I  once  had  a  singular  corroboration.  Stand- 
ing at  Stobo  Station,  after  fishing  the  Tweed  at 
that  place,  I  entered  into  conversation  with  some 
fishers  who  came  from  the  west,  and  who  usually 
fished  the  Clyde.  In  the  course  of  our  talk  one 
said  to  me  (a  decent  looking  fellow) :  '  D'ye  ken, 
Sir,  the  best  basket  o'  troot  I've  got  for  years  was 
last  New  Year's  Day,  when  I  was  fishing  the  Clyde 
for  grayling.'  " 

The  italics  are  mine,  the  facts  are  my  friend's,  a 
gentleman  well  known  in  Edinburgh,  and  beyond 
suspicion.— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


SURPLUS  FISH  IN  BATTERSEA  PARK. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  particulars  may  interest 
a  number  of  your  readers,  and  I  herewith  forward 
them  for  publication,  should  you  deem  it  desirable. 

A  few  months  ago  I  noticed  an  announcement 
in  the  Press  to  the  effect  that  some  tons  of  fish  were 
to  be  transferred  from  the  lake  in  Batter.sea  Park  to 
the  upper  reaches  of  tlie  Thames.  I  wrote  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  London  County  Council's  Parks 
and  Open  Spaces  Committee  making  the  following 
submission  : — "  That  instead  of  the  fish  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames  they 
should  be  distributed  in  suitable  ponds  on  Clapham, 
Wandsworth,  and  Tooting  Commons,  and  other  open 
spaces  >mdor  the  jurisdiction  of  the  London  County 
Council." 

I  earnestly  urged  this  course  on  the  following 
grounds  : — (1)  That  there  were  many  hundreds  of 
working-men  in  the  poorer  suburbs  of  London  who 
were  ardent  anglers,  but  who  could  not  often  afford 
the  fare  necessary  to  take  them  to  Richmond, 
Twickenham,  Teddington,  and  other  fishing  stations 
on  the  Thames,  nor  to  distant  places  on  the  Lea, 
but  who  would  be  able  to  spare  a  few  pence  for 
tram  fares  to  carry  them  to  the  numerous  open 
spaces  in  and  around  London,  where  at  present 
many  of  them  spent  hours  in  fruitless  search  of 
sport.  (2)  That  it  would  appear  to  be  a  useless 
dissipation  of  the  Council's  possessions  to  hand  the 
fish  over  to  the  Thames  authorities,  when,  by  distri- 
buting them  as  suggested  above,  the  value  of  the 
Council's  property  would  be  enhanced,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  a  large  number  of  London  anglers 
provided  for.  (3)  That  placing  the  fish  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Thames  would  benefit  comparatively 
few,  and  make  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  stock 
of  fish  there. 

On  Oct.  21  I  received  the  courteous  and  en- 
couraging reply,  as  hereto  attached.  I  am  sure  that 
very  many  among  London's  angling  public  will  feel 
with  me  that  we  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
Parks  and  Open  Spaces  Committee  of  the  London 
County  Council  for  their  decision  in  the  matter. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  W.  E.  Grant. 

St.  Budeaux,  near  Devonport,  Dec.  14. 

"County  Hall,  Spring  Gardens,  S.W.,  Oct.  21,  1905. 

"  Sir, — The  Chairman  of  the  Parks  and  Open 
Spaces  Committee  of  the  Council  has  brought  before 
the  Committee  yoiu:  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo.  With 
reference  thereto  I  have  to  inform  you  that  there 
was  no  authority  for  the  statement  contained  in  the 
Press  cutting  that  you  forwarded,  that  some  tons  of 
fish  were  about  to  be  transferred  from  Battersea 
Park  to  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames. 

"  /  am  further  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee 
have  decided  to  adopt  your  suggestion  that  in  future 
surplus  fish  in  the  ponds  at  the  various  inclosed  parks 
and  gardens  should  be  transferred,  for  the  benefit  of 
anglers,  to  the  ponds  on  open  spaces. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  GoMME,  Clerk'of  the  Council." 

BAIT  PRESERVATIVES— HOW   TO  DISTIN- 
GUISH MALE  FROM  FEMALE  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  months  ago  you  mentioned  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  a  recipe  for  preserving  baits, 
one  of  the  ingredients  of  which  was  "  Kersileign 
solution."  At  the  time  you  expressed  a  hope  that 
some  of  the  fishing-tackle  makers  would  give  this 
a  trial.  May  I  ask  through  yovir  columns  if  any  of 
them  have  done  so,  and  if  so,  with  what  result  ? 
I  shall  also  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  some  of  your 
correspondents  will  tell  me  how  to  distinguish  male 
from  female  trout  during  the  spring  and  summer. — 
Yours  truly,]    ^  A.  E.  Bannatyne. 


HOW  TO  PRESERVE  BAITS.  . 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  tell  me  the  name  of  thai 
best  preservative  for  preserving  small  .fish  for  uge  «l 
as  bait  for  spinning  ?    If  you  can  do  so  I  shall  be 
greatly  obliged.    Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  L.  Parker. 

[The  following  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Feb.  13,  1904: — "Thoroughly  clean  the  baits 
from  all  glut  (by  placing  them  in  a  colander  and 
allowing  the  water  to  run  freely  over  them  from 
the  tap,  mixing  them  well  with  very  clean  hands). 
Have  ready  a  clean,  wide-mouthed  bottle  :  place, 
say,  three  dozen  in  it,  then  add  as  much  water  so 
as  merely  to  cover  them,  adding  a  teaspoonfui  of 
formalin.  After  lying  in  this  for  two  or  three  days 
only,  take  them  out  and  wipe  them  with  a  dry 
cloth ;  again  clean  bottle  and  place  baits  with 
same  quantity  of  water  and  one  half  teaspoonfui, 
sealing  up  bottle  airtight  with  wax.  I  have  bait 
in  good  condition  which  were  cured  in  April,  1903. 
The  best  preparation  of  formalin  is  that  sold  by 
the  Formalin  Company,  St.  Mary-at-hill,  London, 
E.G.  This  is  standardised,  and  contains  forty  per 
cent,  of  formic  aldehyde."] 


GRAYLING  IN  SWALEDALE. 

Dear  Sir, — After  reading  in  the  ChristmaS' 
Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  how  "  Brown  Owl  " 
and  liis  friend  had  good  sport  amongst  the  grayling 
at  Gunnersido,  Swaledale,  Yorks,  I  should  be  much 
interested  to  hear  of  any  other  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  catching  any  grayling  in  Upper 
Swaledale.  I  may  say  that  I  have  spent  my 
holidays  for  the  last  five  years  in  Upper  Swaledale, 
always  taking  the  month  of  August  for  them,  but 
have  never  caught  any  grayling  or  heard  of  any 
being  caught  above  Richmond  Fosse. 

Twice  I  ha\'e  stayed  the  full  month  at  Gvmnerside,  ,J 
and  have  fished  every  stream  between  Reeth  and  jj 
Keld,  but  have  caught  nothing  but  trout.  Of  course,  £ 
the  grayling  fishing  is  excellent  below  Richmond,  'i 
myself  having  killed  211  grayling  in  nine  outings  J 
from  Sept.  23  to  Dec.  2  this  year,  with  fly  and  5 
running  worm. — Yours  truly,        W.  H.  Moore.  ,< 

DRESSING  FOR  SEA  LINES.  j 

DeabSir, — Withregardto  "East  Coast  Fisher's''  I 

letter  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  16,  p.  458,  referring  to  ^ 
the  dressing  of  lines,  I  beg  to  point  out  to  you  and 

also  to  him  that  my  dressing  recently  advertised  > 

in  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  waterproof  lines  and  ( 

preserve    them    from    damprot,  etc.,    will    also  j 

lengthen  their  lives  against  the  destructive  action  1 

of  salt  water,  and  is  entirely  free  from  anything  to  | 

make  it  stick  when  on  the  reel.    Wishing  you  the  J 

compliments  of  the  season. — Yours  truly,  H 

10,  Basinghall-street,  E.C.    W.  H.  Vickerman.  J 

MARLBOROUGH  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING  X 
ASSOCIATION.  ^ 

Dear  Sir, — We  started  our  association  in  March  J, 
last  by  renting  the  waters  between  Savernake  and 

Bedwyn  Railway  Bridge  from  the  Marquis   of  ' 

Ailesbury,  and  finding  that  the  waters  contained  | 

some  good  trout  we  restocked  with  rainbow ;  we  at  -s 

the  same  time  added  new  blood  by  restocking  with  i 

perch.  On  our  opening  day  a  few  members  were  out  j 

and  were  well  rewarded  with  some  splendid  roach,  ' 
but  they  wanted  a  little  more  time — the  perch 

were  in  the  pink  of  condition ;  my  heaviest  fish,  a  j 

roach,  weighed  1  lb.  2oz.,  which,  had  he  been  in  con-  ■ 

dition,  would  have  weighed  much  more;  the  next  i 

nice  fish  caught  was  a  fine  conditioned  trout,  j 

21b.  6oz.,  together  with  several  perch,  |lb.  each.  ; 

During  July  one  member  caught  eleven  roach  weigh-  ; 

ing  111b.,  and  the  next  week  one  of  2lb.  loz.,infact,  1 

this  member  caught,  during  the  month  of  July,  about  i 

Icwt.  of  roach  and  "oerch.    Myself  and  friend  out  one  j 

morning  at  daybreak  took  161b.  of  perch  in  about  i 

three  hours,  not  one  fish  less  than  ^Ib.,  and  the  largest  ^ 

1  lb.  2oz.    They  looked  handsome.    We  then  had  'j 

a  competition  on  August  Bank  Holiday,  when  over  ; 

half  a  hundredweight  of  roach  and  perch  was  j 
weighed  in,  a  splendid  sight.    A  little  later  Mr.  W. 

G.  Phillips  caught  a  splendid  lot  of  roach  (a  photo  1 

of  which  I  enclose),  and  during  the  same  week  \ 

another  member,   Mr.   A.  Jessels,  had  ten  fish  • 

weighing  101b.,  and  fifteen  fish  weighing  12 Jib.  ;  1 

his  heaviest  fish  weighed  1  lb.  6oz.    On  our  opening  i 

day  for  pike  fishing  I  had  the  pleasure  of  landing  1 

the  first  pike  of  the  season,  3  Jlb^   We  shortlj' after,  | 

with  a  few  friends,  killed  four  more  pike,  S^^lb.,  i 

4|ib.,  4lb.,  and  41b.     Our  record  up  till  now  is  | 

roach  2lb.  loz.,  porch  21b.  6oz.,  dace  12oz.,  trout  i 

21b.  6oz.  and  1  lb.  6oz.,  tench  21b.  8oz.,  and  pike  as  ' 

mentioned. — Yours  truly,  W.  J.  Hiscox,  ■ 

Hon.  Sec.  i 


[A  very  nice  show  of  roach, 
weighing  21  \h.i\ 


Thirty-three  fish 


{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES.  ^ 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is 'published  evei-y  Saturday  and  can  lie 
obtained  at  Slessrs.  W.  H.  Smitli  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagejits  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Jlessrs. 
ileuzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham  s  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  nrdrr. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  eti-.,  should  lie 
addressed  to  R.  B.  MAltSToN,  Editor  of  the  FisHiNG 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  re(iuested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Tnless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  takeil  of  such  'commiinicatious. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

THB  Gazette  can  he  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps 
to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made.  ^ 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  6(?. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5»-.  id. 

Three  months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8(/. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12.v.  6rf. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7   7  0 

Half  Page    3  1.5  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page     2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

SmaU  advertisemeuts  6«.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

AU  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Auvertisemekt  MANAGER,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Laue,  London. 

Advertisement!)  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wedriesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "  DA WLEX,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOB. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  Annual  Dinner. 

I  'BA.YT,  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  committee  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  to  preside  at  the  annual  dinner 
in  March  next.  The  duke  is  not  only  a  keen 
salmon  and  trout  angler,  but  has  also  for  many 
years  been  greatly  interested  in  fish  culture  and 
restocking  waters. 

American  Rod-Joints  in  England. 

Mr.  Perry  D.  Eraser,  -switing  in  Field  and  Stream, 


uniform  throughout  the  bearing  surface  of  the 
centres.  A  centre  that  is  drawn  on  a  taper, 
or  a  female  ferrule  that  is  of  greater  diameter 
it  the  bottom  than  at  the  top  is  an  abomi- 
nation, and  if  our  P]nglisli  friends  judge  our 
best  ferrules  by  some  of  tlie  poor  ones  on  the 
market,  ■we  do  not  wonder  they  have  little 
confidence  in  suction  ferrules  made  in  America. 
Some  of  our  best  ferrules,  and  particularly  those  of 
large  diameters,  are  made  entirely  by  hand,  and  are 
not  only  very  strong,  but  arc  absolutely  true  in 
every  part,  and  no  difficulty  whatever  is  experienced 
in  their  use  on  the  higliest  grade  rods.  The  worst 
thing  that  can  happen  with  a  rod  properly  ferrulcd 
is  a  slight  turning  of  the  ferrules  after  long  use  in 
casting,  throwing  the  guides  slightly  out  of  line — a 
trivia]  matter,  and  one  for  which  no  good  rod  or 
part  should  ba  condemned." 

The  trouble  is,  as  our  American  friends  say — 
ferrules  are  not  always  made  of  the  best  material. 


Impure  Water  and  Impure  Milk. 

The  Times  is  doing  good  service  by  publishing 
reports  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
City  of  London,  pointing  out  the  dangerous  con- 
dition of  nearly  half  the  milk  consumed  in  London, 
County  Councils  everywhere  ought  to  give  far  more 
attention  to  seeing  that  water  and  milk  are  pure. 
Cows  are  often  obliged  to  drink  water  in  which  fish 
cannot  live.  In  the  meantime,  for  the  avoidance 
of  consumption  and  other  diseases,  all  milk  should 
be  boiled. 

Some  Capital  Salmon  Flies. 

Mrs.  Garnett,  of  the  Angler's  Resort,  Crampton- 
court.  Dame  -  street,  Dublin,  sent  me  recently 
specimens  of  her  salmon  flies — namely,  a  Butcher,  a 
Jock  Scott,  a  Silver  Doctor,  and  that  famous  Irish 
pattern,  the  Orange  and  Grouse.  They  are  very 
good  indeed,  I  would  never  wish  for  better  specimens 
of  the  fly-maker's  art  with  which  to  tempt  a  salmon 
or  grilse.  Mrs.  Garnett  makes  flies  to  any  pattern, 
and  some  of  our  Irish  readers  may  be  glad  to  know 
that  she  keeps  (in  season)  "  live  and  preserved 
colough  (loach),  gudgeon,  roach,  prawn,  minnow, 
etc."  I  have  to  thank  a  subscriber  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  kindly  pointing  out  that  Mrs.  Garnett 
was  not  on  our  list  of  tackle-makers,  and  I  quite 
agree  with  him  as  to  the  quaUty  of  her  salmon  flies, 
which  are  dressed  on  ordinary  Limerick  hooks  ■with 
gut  loop,  and  also  on  Mr.  Pennell's  everlasting  eyed 
hooks. 

A  ;^30  Motor  Boat  for  Anglers. 

Mr.  Carl  Paeske,  a  well-known  German  angler, 
and  editor  of  the  Deutsche  Angler  Zeitung,  gives 
an  interesting  illustrated  account  of  an  angler's 
motor  boat  (made  by  the  Kontinentalen  Motor 
bootwerke,  of  Berlin),  which  is  over  15ft.  in  length, 
and  carries  an  up-to-date  S-horse-power  motor. 
It  is  especially  built  for  angling  purposes,  and 
draws  only  about  Sin.  of  water.  At  £30  I  agree 
with  Herr  Paeske  that  the  boat  ought  to  find 
many  purchasers  for  lake  and  river  angling. 


"An  English  angler  recently  asked  Editor 
Marston  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  '  whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  in  the  American  rods  the  various  clumsy 
lock-fast  British  joints  are  successfully  replaced  by 
plain  suction  joints.  If  so,  I  think  it  indubitably 
proves  that  the  American  makers  put  better  work 
into  their  "sale  goods  "  than  ours,  ■whatever  they 
might  be  able  to  do  in  rods  built  purposely  for 
competition.' 

"  To  which  Mr.  Marston  replied  that  some 
English  makers  have  been  supplying  rods  with 
suction  joints  for  some  time  past,  adding,  '  On  the 
other  hand,  I  have  had  personal  experience  of  the 
fact  that  American  suction  joints  by  the  best 
makers  will  wear  and  work  loose  in  time.' 

"  If  Mr.  Marston  refers  to  common  brass  friction 
ferrules,  we  are  not  surprised  that  he  finds  they 
.wear  and  work  loose,  since  brass  is  too  soft  and 
stretches  too  easily  to  be  of  much  value  for  ferrules ; 
but  we  have  never  found  this  fault  with  good 
German  silver  ferrules,  and  by  '  good '  we  mean 
ferrules  that  are  true  and  perfectly  made,  since  a 
worthless  ferrule  is  about  the  most  annoying  thing 
one  can  have  on  his  rod. 

"  We  have  tested  hundreds  of  ferrules,  going 
over  the  centres,  or  male  ferrules,  from  end  to 
end  with  fine  calipers,  and  finding  their  diameter 
perfectly  true,  while  the  fit  of  the  centres  in 
the  female  ferrules  proved  that  their  calibre  wag 


"  The  Misty  Isle  of  Skye." 

"The  Misty  Isle  of  Skye"  is  the  title  of  an 
interesting  and  admirably  illustrated  little  book 
written  by  J.  A.  McCulloch,  and  published  by  Messrs 
Oliphant,  Anderson,  and  Ferrier,  of  Edinburgh 
It  is  a  pity  that  the  author  has  next  to  nothing  to 
say  about  the  fishing  in  lake,  river,  or  sea. 

A  Good  Golf  Story. 

All  lovers  of  golf  should  see  the  Dec.  15  Christ 
mas  number  of  Oolf  Illustrated.    "The  Vicar' 
Medal  Score  "  is  the  best  golf  story  I  have  read 
for  a  long  time. 


Unbleached  Silkworm  Gut. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  write:— 

"Some  little  time  ago  the  question  of  'un- 
bleached '  gut  was  referred  to  in  your  columns,  and 
we  have  since  been  requested  by  one  or  two  clients 
to  procure  for  them  some  gut  in  this  state.  This 
we  have  now  done,  and  send  you  herewith  a  hank 
for  inspection,  and  test  as  to  strength,  etc.  This 
gut  was  procured  from  people  in,  Murcia,  who 
usually  make  for  us,  and  whose  manufacture  we 
have  always  found  very  strong  and  reliable. 
Rough  gut  in  this  condition  is  very  cheap,  a 
bundle  similar  to  enclosed,  containing  about  forty 
strands,  being  worth  about  8d." 

The  gut  of  which  Messrs.  Hardy  send  me  samples 
seems  to  bo  very  strong  and  very  transparent — in 
fact,  placed  on  white  paper  you  can  hardly  see  it. 
Some  of  it  is  a  b't  away  from  being  round,  and 
some  is  flat,  but  I  hope  Messrs.  Hardy  may  bo 
induced  to  try  some  further  experiments.  Tlie 
price,  8d.  for  forty  long  strands,  is  certainly  very 
moderate.  I  believe  that  it  is  decidedly  stronger 
than  bleached  gut  of  the  same  thickness. 


Address  Wanted. 

If  Mr.  James  R.  Hill,  who  was  in  Liverpool  in 
1897,  and  wrote  to  me  about  Windermere  fishing, 
will  send  me  his  present  address,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  him,  or  anyone  who  knows  him. 


"  Fisherman's  Luck." 

Apropos  of  the  ncM*  edition  of  "Fisherman's 
Luck,"  the  Chicago  Record-Herald  says: — 

"  Thirteen  times  has  Heirry  van  Dyke's  delectable 
'  Fisherman's  Luck '  been  sent  to  press  in  the  six 
years  of  its  existence,  and  this  thirteenth  edition, 
just  issued,  ought  to  be  the  luckiest  of  all.  It  is 
printed  from  new  plates,  and  contains  eight  full- 
page  drawings  in  black  and  tint  by  F.  Walter 
Taylor.  Any  lover  of  rod  and  reel  who  has  not 
yet  read  this  breezy  and  woodsy  volume  of  essays 
on  the  delights  of  fishing  along  companionable 
little  streams  ought  to  make  its  acquaintance  before 
it  goes  into  another  edition. '^ 


A  Fine  Pollack. 

Captain  M.  E.  Gunthorpe,  of  Falmouth,  speaks 
very  highly  of  Slater's  Combination  Nottingham 
Reel  for  sea  fishing,  as  he  has  used  one  for  over 
twelve  years ;  he  also  finds  Hardy's  Punjaub  wire 
first-rate,  provided  it  is  washed  in  fresh  water 
thoroughly  after  each  time  it  is  used,  and  greased. 
Fishing  on  Dec.  20  off  the  Lizard,  spinning  with 
pike  rod  and  preserved  sprat.  Captain  Gunthorpe 
hooked  a  splendid  pollack  of  17lb.,  the  best  of 
many  hundreds  he  has  taken.  He  adds : — "  I  fear 
I  should  have  lost  it  if  I  had  not  been  using  a  wire 
trace,  one  of  Hardy's  Punjaub  traces.  I  am 
having  the  fish  set  up  as  a  trophy.'.' 


Mr.  T.  E.  Batten  Better. 

I  was  ^ery  glad  to  see  from  the  following  notice 
in  that  excellent  American  monthly  magazine 
Field  and  Stream  that  Mr.  T.  E.  Batten  has 
recovered  from  his  long  spell  of  illness,  and  has 
joined  the  staff  of  the  magazine  in  question.  It 
does  not  seem  a  year  since  he  was  over  here  making 
friends  among  English  anglers: — 

"  Those  among  our  readers  who  have  met  Mr. 
T.  E.  Batten  in  the  field  and  in  business  will  be 
pleased  to  know  that  he  has  sufficiently  recovered 
from  his  protracted  illness  to  return  to  the  harness. 
And  it  is  a  source  of  considerable  satisfaction  to  us 
to  announce  that  he  has  beeoms  associated  with 
the  working  force  of  Field  and  Stream,  Inc.,  as 
vice-president  and  general  manager. 

"Mr.  Batten  long  ago  acquired  an  extensive 
acquaintance  among  sportsmen  through  frequent 
recourse  to  the  shotgun  and  the  fly-rod,  for  he 
was  ever  one  of  those  sanguine  fellows  who  ■will 
go  afield  whether  school  keeps  or  not.  In  some 
sections  he  became  a  sort  of  miniature  epidemic, 
so  constant  was  his  enthusiasm.  Some  three  or 
four  years  ago  he  became  associated  -with  the 
business  department  of  our  esteemed  contemporary 
Forest  and  Stream,  and  immediately  the  sporting 
goods  advertisers  found  themselves  afflicted  of  a 
tall  advertising  solicitor  whose  knowledge  of  shoot- 
ing and  fishing,  whose  familiarity  with  sporting 
resorts  and  acquaintance  with  prominent  sportsmen 
far  and  near,  and  whose  unfailing  geniality  made 
him  a  man  worth  cultivating,  cost  what  it  might ! 

"Mr.  Batten  continued  to  work  his  sporting 
goods  claim  until  there  came  a  day  when  fate  de- 
cided he  should  look  on  the  seamy  side  for  a 
change.  Many  were  the  messages  of  sympathy, 
much  the  regret  of  the  '  powers '  behind  the  busi- 
ness he  served ;  many  were  the  days  that  the 
doctor  man  came  to  the  quieted  home  on  the. silent 
street  in  sleepy  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  went  away 
again  with  a  grave  look  on  his  face ;  many  the 
days  that  the  once  active  sportsman  sat  convales- 
cent in  a  big  library  chair  and  lived  over  and  over 
in  books  and  magazines  his  former  happy  excur- 
sions afield.  By  and  bye  he  was  able  once  more 
to  hold  a  gun  to  his  shoulder,  and  the  blue  rocks 
he  pulverised,  with  only  the  trap  boy  to  applaud, 
were  legion."  R.  B.  Mabston. 
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THE  FARIO  FISHERY,  HARRIETSHAM, 
KENT. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  30  I  gave  some 
account  of  the  admirable  fishery  and  fishing  owned 


by  Mr.  Louis  Mason.  The  illustrations  now  given 
Bhow  bits  of  Two  of  the  large  lakes  which  Mr. 
Mason  made,  vhich  are  stocked  with  superb  brown 
and  rainbow  trout.  The  following  extracts  are  from 
the  report  for  the  season  1905-6.  R.  B.  M. 

"  During  the  last  year  a  new  hatchery  and  engine 
room  have  bsen  erected,  and  several  new  ponds 
added  to  keep  pace  with  the  increasing  number  of 


fish  bred  and  kept.  One  of  the  principal  features 
of  the  trout  supplied  from  this  fishery  is  their 
surface  feeding  propensity.  Being  the  produce  of 
specially  selected  free  rising  parents  they  are  care- 
fully trained  from  infancy  to  rise  for  their  food, 
making  them  imdoubtedly  the  best  fish  for  restock- 
ing sporting  waters  which  can  possibly  be  obtained. 
"  Customsrs  supplied  by  us  will  not  receive  any 


trout  of  greater  age  than  specified  when  purchasing. 
Small  stunted  fish  very  rarely  do  well,  and  where 
such  are  sent  out  often  prove  a  great  disappoint- 
ment. 

"We  wish  to  draw  attention  to  the  great 
reduction  We  ai'e  making  in  the  price  of  rainbows 
for  the  coming  season.  At  these  prices,  to  many 
people  who  have  a  pond  or  sheet  of  water — apart 


from  a  sporting  point  of  view — they  will  prove 
quite  a  profitable  investment.  These  grand  trout 
are  of  no  use  except  for  enclosed  or  screened 
waters,  but  they  will  live  and  thrive  almost 
anywhere.  Being  obtainable  at  such  a  low  figure 
(which  is  in  some  cases  less  than  cost  of  production), 
some  of  the  most  unlikely  places  can  be  stocked  at 
a  trifling  sum,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the 
owner  will  be  agreeably  surprised  by  the  way  in 
which  they  have  grown. 

"  Water  plants  and  natural  food  are  closely 
studied  at  the  Fario  Fishery,  and  the  results  are 
highly  gratifying.  Purchasers  of  trout  are  strongly 
advised  to  examine  their  waters  and  see  that  there 
is  a  good  stock  existing,  as  turning  trout  into  barren 
water  and  expecting  them  to  thrive  is  like  putting 
sheep  on  land  where  there  is  no  herbage.  Where 
proper  plants  are  introduced,  the  stock  of  natural 
food,  once  started,  increases  very  rapidly,  and 
where  the  existing  stock  has  got  low,  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  little  fresh  blood  often  works  wonders." 


"  THE  AMEBIC  AN  BASSES :  FRESH- 
WATER AND  MARINE." 


Thb  F.  a.  Stokes  Company,  publishers,  New 
York,  send  a  prospectus  of  a  new  work  just  pub- 
lished by  them  on  "  The  Basses :  Freshwater  and 
Marine,"  by  the  late  Wm.  C.  Harris,  Dr.  T.  H. 
Bean,  etc.,  edited  and  illustrated  by  Mr  Louis 
Rhea,  who  edited  "The  Speckled  Brook  Trout." 
There  are  to  be  about  fifty  original  pictures,  many 
of  them  in  colours.  The  American  price  is  3J 
dollars,  and  it  is  certain  to  be  a  very  handsome 
and  interesting  work.  The  only  fault  we  have  to 
find  with  Mr.  Rhea's  drawing  of  fish  is  that  he, 
like  so  many  other  American  artists,  seems  to  love 
to  draw  them  with  their  mouths  stuck  open  to  the 
very  widest  capacity,  which  makes  them  look 
absolutely  repulsive. 


HOW  A  SPORTSMAN  CAN  START 
A  FIRE  WITHOUT  MATCHES. 


Editor,  American  Field : — While  looku.g 
through  some  papers  recently,  I  read  an  account 
of  a  hunter  in  the  northern  Adirondacks.  He  had 
followed  a  bear  until  night,  and  not  having  a 
compass,  could  not  find  his  way  back  to  camp,  so 
he  concluded  he  woidd  have  to  remain  out  all 
night.  He  collected  some  dry  pine  needles  and 
dead  wood,  and  when  ready  to  light  the  fire 
discovered  he  did  not  have  a  match,  so  he  said 
"  the  only  thing  then  was  to  move  on,  as  it  was 
already  getting  cold." 

I  cannot  understand  why  a  man  with  a  gun  and 
ammunition  should  go  without  a  fire  when  any 
fuel  is  to  be  had.  When  I  was  a  youngster  I  have 
watched  my  father  (when  we  had  no  matches  with 
us)  gather  some  dry  leaves,  take  his  powder  horn 
and  scatter  some  powder  in  the  leaves,  load  his 
muzzle-loading  rifle  with  a  squib  of  powder  and  a 
patch  and  discharge  it  into  the  leaves,  igniting  the 
loose  powder  and  leaves,  and  soon  we  would  have 
a  roaring  fire.  But  when  the  breechloader  came 
into  use,  I  found  fire  building  without  matches  not 
quite  so  easy,  but  I  never  went  cold  or  hvmgry  for 
the  lack  of  a  fire.  If  I  found  myself  without 
matches  I  would  take  an  inventory  of  my  clothing 
for  a  cotton  handkerchief,  or  a  piece  of  cotton 
lining  from  my  coat  or  cap.  Having  torn  out  the 
scrap  of  cotton,  I  would  get  dry  leaves  and  very 
fine  dry  twigs  and  place  them  in  a  heap,  with  the 
piece  of  cotton  at  the  edge  of  the  heap.  I  would 
then  hold  my  gun  very  close  to  the  cotton  and 
discharge  it.  The  fire  from  the  gun  would  ignite 
the  cotton,  and  by  blowing  it  I  would  soon  have  a 
flame  started,  and  then  I  was  ready  for  heavier 
fuel. 

This  method  has  Ikept  me  from  going  hungry 
many  a  time,  and  if  any  brother  hunter  gets 
caught  out  without  matches  let  him  try  it. 

Hawkeyb. 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Gratlinq  Flies.— Now  Keady,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
PtHhing  Oazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— Qauttt, 


The  Fabio  Fishery,  Habeietsham,  Kent:  Rainbow  Fishing  in  one  or  the  Lakes. 


The  F.UII0  Fishery,  Habeietsham,  Kent:  Brown  Trout  Fishing  in  one  of  the  Lakes. 
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A  FOKTNIGHT  ON  THE  lEAWADI. 


ON  THE  WAY  TO  MANDALAY. 


The  Irawadi,  one  of  the  great  rivers  of  the 
•world,  is  said  to  proceed  from  the  junction  of  two 
streams  which  rise  among  the  mountains  of  Thibet. 
Its  source  must  therefore  be  close  to  that  of  the 
Bhramaputra.  It  flows  through  Burma  for  more 
than  seven  hundred  miles,  passing  close  to  Mandalay, 
and  dischargmg  its  voliune  of  water  into  the  Bay 
of  Bengal  at  about  sixteen  degrees  north  latitude, 
where  it  forms  a  delta,  on  one  branch  of  which, 
known  as  the  Rangoon  River,  stands  the  city  of 
Rangoon,  the  capital  of  Burma. 

My  first  glimpse  of  this  noble  river  was  obtained 
on  the  morning  of  Nov.  14,  1904,  from  the  deck  of 
a  steamer  which  brought  me  and  a  friend,  who  was 
to  be  my  travelling  companion  for  some  weeks, 
from  Colombo.    On  reaching  Rangoon  we  made 


ordered  breakfast,  which  was  finished  jusfc  as  the 
boat  left  her  moorings  for  the  seventy  miles  run  up 
river.  All  that  day  we  enjoyed  a  delightful  sail 
through  most  interesting  scenery,  ever  varying  as 
we  moved  along.  Every  few  miles  a  stop  was 
made  at  a  riverside  village  to  take  in  or  discharge 
passengers  and  cargo.  The  cargo  taken  on  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  baskets  of  small  fish,  about  herring 
size,  which  are  sold  at  Bhamo  to  hillmen  and 
Chinese,  who  come  there  in  large  caravans  to 
trade.  The  first  village  of  any  importance 
we  called  at  was  Moda,  a  busy  fishing  station. 
Four  European  employes  of  the  Irawadi  Flotilla 
Company  were  treacherously  taken  prisoners 
here  in  1885,  and  led  away  to  another  town 
to  be  executed.  Their  lives  were,  however,  saved 
by  a  Burmese  official,  who  has  since  been  decorated 
and  awarded  a  pension  by  the  British  Government. 
The  next  important  station  was  Shwegu,  which 
was  a  place  of  considerable  note,  imder  Burmese 
rule.    It  presented  a  most  prosperous  appearance, 


and  coming  down  to  drink  from  the  river.  The 
idea  of  seeing  the  wild  elephant  on  his  native  heath 
was  fascinating,  and  I  was  hoping  we  should  pass 
near  enough  to  get  a  photo  snapshot  when  the 
illusion  was  rudely  dispelled  by  the  appearance  of 
a  hitherto  unseen  elephant  emerging  from  a  grove 
with  a  man  on  his  back.  The  elephants  belonged 
to  a  herd  used  for  hauling  logs  from  the  teak 
forests  several  miles  away  down  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  to  be  tied  together  and  navigated  as  rafts  to 
the  Rangoon  timber  yards.  The  only  wild  animal 
I  caught  sight  of  during  the  voyage  was  an 
otter. 

Many  varieties  of  birds  were  to  be  seen.  Land 
birds,  kingfishers,  divers,  waders,  etc.,  the  most 
remarkable  being  the  snake  bird,  a  kind  of  cor- 
morant which  might  fairly  be  described  as  a  sub- 
marine. When  swimming  it  lets  its  whole  body 
sink  under  water,  nothing  but  its  snake-like  head 
and  neck  being  visible.  On  being  disturbed  it 
raises  itself  out  of  the  water  and  flies  to  a  low  tree, 


Kachins  Packing  Fish  at  Bhamo. 


A  Still  Evening  on  the  Ibawadi.  S-S.  "  Cambay  "  and  a  Burmese  Boat  at  Bhamo. 


immediate  arrangements  to  get  on  by  train  and 
boat  to  Bhamo,  twenty-eight  miles  from  the 
Chinese  frontier,  the  furthest  point  on  the  Ira- 
wadi visited  by  passenger  steamers,  and  from 
there  down  the  river  by  one  of  the  Irawadi 
Flotilla  Company's  boats.  Accordingly  we  left 
Rangoon  on  Nov.  15  at  12.30  p.m.  for  Man- 
dalay, where  we  arrived  about  daybreak  on  the 
16th.  The  line  from  Rangoon  to  Mandalay  runs 
through  a  vast  tract  of  rice-producing  country  on 
which  the  season's  crop  was  just  ripening.  From 
Mandalay  we  started  at  3.30  p.m.  on  same  day, 
going  back  along  the  line  for  a  few  miles  to  Amara- 
pura  by  train.  From  there  we  crossed  the  river 
by  ferry  to  Sagaing,  where  another  train  was  wait- 
ing bound  for  Katha  (accent  on  the  second  syllable), 
the  nearest  station  to  Bhamo,  where,  after  travel- 
ling all  night,  we  arrived  at  9.15  a.m.  on  the  17th. 
The  station  at  Katha  is  close  to  the  river  bank  by 
which  the  ss.  Camhay  bound  for  Bhamo  was  lying, 
BO  we  went  on  board  at  once  with  our  baggage  and 


the  houses  being  substantially  built  and  in  good 
repair,  several  handsome  pagodas  showing  up  in 
the  background.  Soon  after  leaving  Shwegu,  we 
entered  a  narrow  part  of  the  river,  known  as  the 
Second  Defile,  the  banks  on  both  sides  being  rocky 
and  precipitous,  and  running  up  to  a  considerable 
height,  but  as  by  this  time  night  had  fallen,  the 
view  could  not  be  seen  to  advantage,  even  though 
there  was  a  bright  moon  nearly  full.  The  accom- 
modation and  food  on  board  the  little  boat  were 
excellent.  There  were  two  cabins,  each  having 
two  berths,  with  mosquito  curtains,  also  a  bath 
room.  My  friend  and  I  had  each  the  sole  use  of  a 
cabin,  being  the  only  saloon  passengers,  so  we  slept 
in  luxury.  After  emerging  from  the  Defile,  we 
tied  up  for  the  rest  of  the  night,  but  started  again 
at  daybreak  next  morning,  reaching  Bhamo  at 
seven  o'clock. 

There  was  very  little  animal  life  to  be  seen  on 
the  banks  of  the  river.  At  one  place  a  herd  of 
elephants  were  moving  about  amongst  long  grass. 


where  it  sits  with  its  wings  spread  out  to  dry  in 
the  sun. 

Schools  of  fish  were  visible  i  splashing  close  to  the 
surface,  many  of  the  fish  apparently  of  large  size. 
An  angler  armed  with  spoon  baits,  spinners,  and 
other  deceptive  contrivances  would  be  certain  to 
enjoy  excellent  sport  from  boat  or  shore.  Porpoises 
were  to  be  seen  playing  about  as  they  do  at  sea. 
Whether  the  river  porpoises  are  of  the  same  kind  as 
those  which  inhabit  salt  water  or  not  I  was  unable 
to  ascertain,  but  am  of  opinion  that  there  must  be 
a  difference. 

On  arriving  at  Bhamo  we  moved  our  belongings 
from  the  Cambay  to  a  larger  boat,  the  Momein, 
which  was  to  sail  down  stream  for  Mandalay  early 
next  day,  and  then  went  out  for  a  drive  to  see  the 
sights  of  the  place.  Just  as  we  were  starting  an 
elderly  French  gentleman,  who  had  been  secretary, 
or  interpreter,  to  the  late  King  Mindoon  Min, 
Theebaw's  father,  presented  himself,  and  bade  us 
welcome  to  Bhamo.    On  our  inquiring  if  there 
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was  anything  to  be  seen,  he  replied,  "  Nodding 
at  all.  Nodding  whatever  now  ;  but  you  go  away, 
and  you  come  again  in  one  hundred  years, 
and  you  vill  see  de  boulevards,  de  racecourse, 
de  grand  opera,  de  cafe  chantant,  etc."  Preferring 
to  see  the  place  at  once  in  its  primitive  simplicity, 
we  bade  him  adieu  and  drove  off.  Shortly  after 
we  came  on  a  large  caravan  of  hillmen,  Kachins, 
encamped  on  a  sort  of  common.  They  come  down 
from  ihe  hills  to  sell  the  produce  of  their  bits  of 
land,  and  purchase  rice  and  fish  to  take  back  with 
them  on  their  pack  bullocks.  We  walked  through 
their  camp  and  saw  them  packing  the  small  herring- 
like fish  from  the  Irawadi  in  bamboo  baskets.  They 
begin  by  spreading  a  layer  of  salt  on  the  bottom  of 
the  basket,  placing  on  that  a  layer  of  fish  which 
they  cover  with  another  layer  of  salt.  Then  a  man 
steps  into  the  basket  and  treads  hard  to  ensure  tight 
packing.  This  process  is  repeated  until  the  basket 
is  full,  when  it  is  roped  up,  and  the  packing  of 
another  basket  commenced. 

Later  in  tlie  day  a  caravan  of  Chinese  arrived. 
Their  beasts  of  burden  were  ponies  and  mules. 
They  bring  in  silk,  walnuts,  and  other  merchan- 
dise, taking  back  with  them  fish  and  sundry  other 
commodities  not  obtainable  in  their  own  coimtry. 
Arriving  towards  evening,  they  encamped  in  a 
grass  field  close  to  the  steamer  landing-stage,  and 
when  their  animals  were  unloaded,  the  chief,  or 
headman,  opened  a  bag  of  rice,  and  measured  out 
a  certain  quantity  to  each  man,  whereupon  they 
set  about  cooking  their  evening  meal  over  fires 
made  with  dried  sticks  and  other  di'bris.  Num- 
bers of  Chinese  are  settled  in  Bhamo  as  traders 
and  mechanics.  Tlieir  general  appearance  and 
dress  differed  from  that  of  the  caravan  men.  They 
have  a  joss-house,  or  temple,  and  a  good  many 
shops.  The  country  about  Bhamo  is  flat,  but  sur- 
rounded by  distant  hills  and  mountains.  The 
caravan  route  from  China,  through  the  hills,  is 
said  to  be  sixty  miles,  though  the  distance,  as  the 
crow  flies,  is  only  twenty-eight  miles.  The  cara- 
van track  is  now  being  opened  into  a  road  to 
facilitate  commerce.  We  dined  and  slept  on  board 
the  Momein  to  be  ready  for  the  morning  start. 

S.  E.  T. 


"THE  PAETING  GUEST. 


"Welcome  the  commg ;  speed  the  parting 
guest."  Another  round  of  the  clock  and  1905  will 
have  moved  out,  and  1906  moved  in.  Few  regrets 
go  with  the  vanishing  year  from  those  who  visited 
Scotch  waters  either  for  salmon  or  trout.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  weeks  in  the  early  spring, 
and  again  a  few  days  in  the  late  autumn,  it  was  a 
dismal  failure  throughout,  and,  if  not  the  worst, 
among  the  worst  of  a  series  of  bad  years — half  a 
dozen  at  least.  Even  the  trout  angler,  who  wields 
the  rod  from  March  till  October,  and  never  misses 
a  day  off  when  he  is  physically  able  to  be  abroad, 
can  count  on  his  digits  the  sum  of  the  really  good 
average  days — that  is.  weather  conditions — he  had, 
and  they  do  not  exceed  eight  or  ten  at  the  utmost. 
So  speed  the  parting  guest ! 

The  sea-trout  angler,  however,  had  a  better 
season ;  so  had  the  sea  angling  fraternity,  for 
August  and  September  were  favourable  months  to 
them,  and  they  have  something  to  look  back  on, 
and  something  to  be  thankful  for.  They  are  in 
the  minority  just  now,  but  their  ranks  are  aug- 
menting by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  especially  so 
during  the  autumn  months. 

With  the  closing  days  of  the  year  there  are  some 
very  pretty  customs  observed  by  housewives. 
The  cobwebs  now  get  extra  attention,  and  are 
broomed  out  of  existence.  The  angler  has  also  a 
few  cobwebs  of  his  own  that  should  certainly 
merit  att<intion.  Of  course,  his  waders,  rod,  reel 
and  line  have  been  attended  to  long  ago;  but 
what  about  the  fly-case,  or  book,  and  his  casts  ? 

The  lato  Lord  Arbuthnot,  who  was  one  of  the 
best  anglers  and  sportsmen  of  his  day,  once  told 
me  that  he  always  spent  what  we  call  in  Scotland 
Hogmanay  Night,  the  last  night  of  the  year,  in 
burning  up  his  old  tackle.  If  he  left  it  to  any 
other  time  h(!  usually  found  that  it  was  forgotten  ; 
and  being  a  methodical  man  the  last  day  of  the 
year  was  reserved  for  this  "sacred  "  purpose.  He 
overhauled  his  fly-book,  and  laid  aside  any  patterns 
ho  wished  redressed  for  the  coming  spring.  All 
the  rest  were  consigned  to  the  flames.  His  casts, 
once  used,  wore  coninjitted  to  the  same  clepient! 


Experience  had  taught  him  that  it  was  the  only 
safe  plan,  and  by  burning  all  old  or  used  tackle 
he  was  assured  against  future  disaster ;  for,  he 
argued,  ninety  per  cent,  of  gut  once  used  was  value- 
less, and  the  cause  of  future  heartburning  and 
something  worse ! 

Perhaps  we  may  not  all  be  prepared  to  go  thus 
far  ;  but,  if  it  be  not  a  question  of  money,  the 
example  should  be  followed  in  the  main,  and  no 
"  doubtful  "  in  either  cast  or  fly  retained. 

To  test  salmon  flies  steep  them  for  a  day  or  a 
night  in  tepid  water,  then  fasten  a  stocking-needle 
into  the  eye  of  the  hook,  and  pull  with  a  fairly 
steady  strain.  If  there  is  any  flaw  in  the  tying  or 
gut,  this  will  show  it  up.  If  so,  then  into  the  fire 
with  it ;  but  in  any  case  do  not  commit  the  heinous 
sin  of  passing  it  on  to  a  poorer  chum  or  any  other 
human  being  unless  your  deadly  enemy. 

Casts  are  more  difficult  than  flics  to  get  off  one's 
mind,  and,  accordingly,  off  one's  hands.  But  try 
them  the  same  way.  If  it  stands  a  101b.  pull, 
it  will  do  ;  but  leave  nothing  to  chance.  If  you 
are  testing  trotiting  stuff  that  has  been  but  little 
used,  follow  the  same  rule,  retaining  only  that 
which  is  above  suspicion.  If  a  trout  cast  stands  a 
pull  of  51b.,  it's  all  right.  To  try  the  flies,  draw 
them  from  the  head,  holding  the  iron  with  the  left 
finger  and  thumb,  and  draw  stiffly  through  the 
right  finger  and  thumb-nail.  Now's  the  time  to 
purge  the  fly-book  and  the  case  of  casts.  There  is 
less  compunction  in  the  off  season  than  when  at  the 
waterside  ;  and  if  they  have  served  their  purpose  in 
the  past,  then  have  no  hesitation  or  temerity  in 
"  speeding  the  parting  guest."  Into  the  fire  with  it, 
and  make  room  for  a  trustier  friend.  I  have  known 
of  men  clinging  with  a  fondness  and  affection  to  flies 
and  tackle  that  had  served  them  well  on  some 
red-letter  day,  and  preferring  them  to  brand-new 
patterns.  It  was  armour  they  had  proved,  of 
course;  but  even  the  best  of  armour  has  a  time- 
limit,  and  gut  a  very  limited  one  at  the  best.  A 
sportsman  on  the  Dee  killed  in  one  season  twenty- 
nine  grilse  with  one  single  grilse  fly — the  Loggie — 
a  small  imitation  of  the  "Gordon"  for  summer 
angling.  He  was  anxious  to  make  the  thirtieth 
for  the  month  with  the  same  fly,  although  the  eye 
was  chafed,  and  so  constitute  a  imique  record. 
But  the  hook  gave,  and  he  lamented  more,  over 
the  loss  of  that  one  fish  than  though  he  had  really 
lost  the  twenty-nine  and  only  caught  one.  And 
no  one  can  tie  a  salmon  fly  better,  or  cast  it  either, 
than  my  good  old  friend  Mr.  George  Blacklaws, 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  for  it  was  no  other  than  he. 

G.  Mackay. 


BLOW-LINE  AND  SINK  AND 
DEAW  FISHING. 

Blow-line  fishing  can  of  course  only  be  practised 
wlien  there  is  a  slight  wind  blowing  directly, 
or  nearly  directly,  across  the  water,  and  although 
indulged  in  by  natural  May  Fly  anglers  for 
trout,  yet,  for  taking  fish  such  as  dace,  rudd,  and 
bleak,  it  is  equally  effective,  and  there  are  occasions 
when  roach  and  chub  can  be  taken  by  this  method 
if  the  angler  is  observant.  I  say  observant,  because 
in  the  course  of  a  day's  fishing  several  things  may 
occur  to  upset  all  the  ordinary  rules  of  angling,  and 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  follow  nsw  ideas  to  be 
successful.  For  instance,  in  the  "  Book  of  the  Roach," 
page  75,  Mr.  Fennell  says  :  "  The  Bluebottle  is  an 
excellent  bait  either  at  the  surface  or  under  water." 
Then  he  describes  how  he  caught  twenty-three  roach 
in  October  at  Wye,  near  Ashford.  He  is  evidently 
referring  to  the  fine  weir  pool  on  the  Kent  Stour, 
and  saj's  :  "  We  fished  with  the  Black  Gnat  as 
stretcher  and  Red  Ant  as  bob,  both  tipped  with 
wash-leather,  but  all  the  fish  were  taken  with  the 
Red  Ant.  The  time,  twelve  to  half-past  one  ;  wind 
south-east ;  sky,  rather  cloudy,  with  a  bright  sun 
at  intervals."  They  could  not  catch  them  with 
ordinary  baits. 

To  these  remarks  the  editor  of  the  Field,  in  a 
note,  says:  "Sometimes  they  do  take  the  fly,  and 
many  are  caught  at  times  even  on  the  Thames  by 
the  fly-fishor  for  dace."  Another  writer  says : 
"  The  hotter  and  brighter  the  weather  the  better." 
Per  contra,  I  have  saen  roach  taking  the  fly  (gnats) 
on  a  cold  day  in  mid-October,  when  a  top  coat  M'as 
very  useful,  and  when  they  \^  ould  not  touch  anything 
else.  A  blow-lino  is  made  of  a  fluffy  silk-like 
material  (or  the  finest  Derby  twist),  either  white  or 
white  and  red  (the  former  for  choice),  and  can  be 


bought  at  most  tackle  shops.  It  can  be  used  either 
as  a  tight  line  with  a  roach-pole  or  with  an  ordinary 
light-ringed  15ft.  or  Ifift.  roach  rod.  Personally,  I 
prefer  the  latter,  as  one  can  then  use  a  fine  running 
line,  and  should  a  chub  or  other  lusty  fish  be 
hooked,  one  has  a  better  chance  of  playing  it,  and  a 
few  extra  foet  of  line  can  be  used  if  one  wishes  to  fish 
further  out.  Another  excellent  line  is  a  No.  I 
Lindum,  it  being  extremely  fine,  light,  and 
strong. 

The  method  of  using  a  blow-line  is  as  follows  : — 
Stand,  or,  if  the  water  is  clear,  kneel  on  the  bank 
with  your  back  to  the  wind,  then  raise  the  rod  and 
allow  the  line  to  float  out  with  the  breeze  until  over 
the  spot  in  which  it  is  desired  that  the  bait  should 
alight,  then  lower  the  point  of  the  rod  until  the 
bait  touches  the  water.  Keep  the  line  fairly  tight  , 
and  watch  it  carefully.  A  bite  can  then  easily  be 
seen  by  the  line  tightening,  which  should  be  instantly 
responded  to  by  a  firm  but  gentle  stroke.  Various 
baits  arc  used  with  a  blow-line.  If  dace  fishing, 
any  small  artificial  fly  will  usually  answer,  especially 
if  it  has  a  brown  or  black  hackle  with  a  red  tag  ; 
but  given  sufficient  wind,  other  baits  are  easy  to 
use.  A  live  bluebottle,  carefully  placed  on  a  No.  12 
"  Crystal  "  hook,  is  a  good  and  popular  lure  ;  while 
for  dace,  bleak,  and  rudd,  one  or  two  gentles  should  i 
be  used.  1 

If  there  are  bushes  on  the  oppocite  bank  near  | 
which  either  chub  or  bream  lie,  a  nice  small  1 
red  worm  should  be  the  bait,  and  it  should  be  j 
allowed  to  sink  somewhat,  therefore  use  a  slightly  f 
longer  gut  length  than  the  usual  eight  or  nine  inches,  ^ 
so  as  not  to  wet  the  blow-line,  which,  of  course,  < 
renders  it  heavy  and  useless  until  it  is  allowed  to  J 
dry.  A  grasshopper  is  another  good  bait,  but  should  | 
have  its  legs  nipped  off  before  being  used.  Nearly  j 
all  insects,  such  as  flies,  bees,  and  wasps,  one  can 
catch  should  be  tried.  | 

Sink  and  Draw  Fishing. — This  is  usually  practised  ■ 
during  the  summer  months  with  caddis  baits  ;  but  > 
the  worm  is  an  excellent  bait  for  fishing  any  quiet,  | 
still  water  for  perch  all  through  the  winter,  as  it  n 
enables  one  to  search  all  the  water  thoroughly  with-  i 
out  the  splash  and  swirl  caused  by  the  lead  used  j 
when  patcrnostering.  Although  all  sorts  of  rods  are 
used,  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  use  a  longish  rod  f 
in  blow-line  fishing.  In  fact,  many  experts  alwa;  ; 
use  an  18ft.  roach-pole  when  sink  and  draw  fishinj 
but  as  the  continuous  raising  and  lowering  of  sue  ; 
a  long  rod  is  extremely  tiring  to  the  arms,  some  1 
prefer  one  much  shorter  (say,  a  10ft.  to  12ft.  fly  or  a  , 
9ft.  6in.  Sheffield  roach-rod),  and  cast  out  the  bait  ; 
similar  to  upstream  worm  anglers  for  trout.  But 
if  this  latter  method  be  followed,  much  care  is 
necessary  in  casting,  or  one  is  most  likely  to  flick  i 
off  or  spoil  the  bait.  WTien  using  a  long  rod  the  ^ 
bait  is,  of  course,  not  cast  but  gently  swung  out.  •) 
The  line  for  sink  and  draw  fishing  is  made  of  gut. 
Oft.  to  10ft.  in  length,  and  tapered  from  about  Ix  ; 
to  3x  or  4x,  and  the  hook  for  fresh-water  shrimps  1 
a  fine  wire.  No.  12  "  Crystal  "  ;  for  caddis,  a  No.  11  \ 
or  No.  12  "  Crystal  "  ;  and  for  worms,  a  No.  8  or 
No.  9  long-shanked  round  bend.  If  the  water  fished  | 
is  more  than  3ft.  or  4ft.  in  depth,  one  small  shot  I 
should  be  put  on  the  gut  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  \ 
from  the  top  of  shank  of-  the  hook  ;  this  will  enable  ; 
one  to  tell  better  when  the  bait  has  reached  the  j 
bottom.  Caddis  should  always  have  their  heads  | 
taken  off  and  gut  removed  before  being  put  on  the  ' 
hook.  To  work  a  sink  and  draw  bait,  the  angler  1 
proceeds  slowly  along  the  bank  and  drops  his  bait  i 
(in  summer  mostly  a  caddis  or  fresh-water  shrimp,  ' 
in  winter  a  worm)  into  holes  near  weeds,  aroimd  old  : 
hulks,  camp-sheathing,  slacks,  or  if  the  water  be  I 
clear,  carefully  searches  every  yard  similar  to  pater-  < 
nostering.  The  bait  having  been  cast  out  oyer  the  j 
spot  it  is  desired  to  fish,  the  point  of  the  rod  'should  | 
be  lowered,  and  the  bait  allowed  to  sink  without  ; 
check  in  a  natural  manner  to  the  bottom  ;  then  the  '. 
rod  should  be  kept  steady  and  the  line  taut,  and  I 
the  moment  the  line  tightens  strike  smartly,  but  i 
not  too  hard,  and  play  one's  fish  carefully  to  the  j 
net.  After  the  bait  has  reached  the  bottom,  if  one 
does  not  have  a  bite  in  a  few  seconds,  raise  the  \ 
point  of  the  rod  two  or  three  inches,  and  ; 
draw  the  bait  a  little  nearer  to  one,  then  let  it  '! 
sink  again.  Thus  continue  until  the  bait  is  near 
the  banlv,  then  pull  up,  make  a  fresh  cast,  and  never  i 
stop  long  in  one  place.  I  may  mention  in  passing  ' 
that  one  August  I  saw  a  fine  bag,  over  lOlb.,  of  ■ 
perch,  roach,  and  dace,  caught  in  about  two  hours,  \ 
by  sinking  and  drawing  with  caddis  in  a  small  > 
stream,  not  much  over  2ft.  in  depth,  when  all  other  ; 
methods  signally  failed.  Split  Shot  ^ 
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EECOED  AND  LAEGE  FEESH- 
WATEE  FISH. 


From  time  to  time  questions  on  the  subject  of 
"  record  "  and  largest  fresh-water  fish  crop  up  from 
all  quarters,  and  this  is  only  to  be  expected  from 
the  ever-increasing  number  of  anglers,  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  the  great  majority  do  not 
regularly  read  the  papers  devoted  to  their  sport, 
and  thereby  are  "out  of  touch"  with  this  most 
interesting  study.  A  very  entertaining  diary 
might  very  simply  be  kept  of  "record"  and  largest 
fish  by  merely  jotting  down  each  week  under  the 
respective  heads  of  the  species  all  large  fish, 
weights,  dates,  and  where  caught — river,  lake,  loch, 
or  lough — and  just  ticking  the  items,  say,  with  red 
ink  in  the  margin,  when  satisfied  the  weights  and 
particulars  are  fully  authenticated.  All  these  par- 
ticulars will  be  foimd  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

With  respect  to  actual  record  fish  there  is  some- 
times much  doubt,  for  many  fish  will  be  taken  in 
private  and  public  waters,  the  particulars  of  which 
may  not  get  published,  and  thus  the  task  of  giving 
an  "accurate  list  of  record  fish  is  a  most  difiBcult 
one.  I  have,  however,  made  a  lengthy  and  careful 
research  to  obtain  accuracy  in  the  following  list, 
and  the  great  majority,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the 
weights  given  will  be  found  correct. 

Barbel. — 14lb.  6oz.,  caught  in  Thames  at  East 
Molesey,  exhibited  at  Prince  of  Wales,  East 
Molesey;  12lb.  7oz.,  Kennet,  Mr.  Kelsey. 

Bleak. — 5Joz.,  exhibited  at  Royal  Aquarium,  1892, 
by  the  Nottingham  ^^'ellington  A.S. 

Bream. — (Brown  or  Carp),  11  lb.  3oz.*,  exhibited 
at  Aquarium,  1S94;  61b.  13oz.,  True  Wal- 
tonians  A.S. ;  6lb.  12oz.,  Mr.  J.  Welch, 
Aquarium,  1892 ;  (White  or  Pomeranian) : 
61b.  |oz.,  Aquarium,  [1892,  from  Welsh  Harp 
Fishery. 

Carp. — (Common  Brown):  IS^lb.,  exhibited  by 
Nutting  and  Co.,  of  Birmmgham,  Aquarium, 
1892;  (Golden):  181b.  loz.,  caught  by  Walter 
Eady,  Lyehnobite  A.S.  ;  (Crucian):  31b.  1.5oz., 
netted  at  Luton  Hoo  Lake ;  31b.,  Ouse,  A. 
Sutton,  AUason  A.S. 

Chub. — 71b.  5oz.,  E.  J.  Walker,  Hampshire  Avon, 
Aug.  17,  1904. 

Dace. — lib.  4oz.,  A.  R.  Matthews,  Beane,  Herts; 
1  lb.  2ioz.,  Horace  Howard,  Cam  ;  lib.  2jOz., 
W.  Whiley,  Cam  ;  1  lb.  loz.,  late  R.  Ghurney, 
from  River  Lea. 

Graimng. — 21b.  13oz.,  from  Guash,  Lincolnshire. 

Grayling.— 4ilb..  G.  H.  Bryant,  from  Itchen ;  31b. 
9oz.,  F.  M.  Walbran,  from  Test. 

Gudgeon. — S^oz.,  exhibited  by  Bermondsey  Bros. 
A.S.,  Aquarium,  1892. 

Perch. — 4^1b.,  W.  Howlett,  of  Newmarket. 

Pike. — 441b.,  shot  on  Lough  Conn  many  years  ago ; 
371b.  (record  for  rod  and  line),  Alfred  Jardine. 

Roach.-  31b.  10|oz.,  netted  from  a  Bristol  reservoir, 
Nov.  18, 1904  ;  31b.  8oz.,  exhibited  at  Aquarium, 
1902,  caught  in  Wiltshire  Avon  at  Malmesbury, 
March  10,  1884  ;  21b.  13|oz.  (Thames  record), 
caught  by  G.  Edmonds,  Nov.  28,  1904. 

Rudd. — 31b.  9oz.,  taken  at  Brockett  Hall  Lake, 
by  Mr.  Lambert,  in  1887. 

Tench. — o\\h.,  caught  at  Tring  Reservoir  by  C. 
Fell,  1894  ;  5lb.,  caught  at  Tring  by  W.  B. 
Hobb.s,  Sussex  Piscatorials ;  5lb.,  taken  at 
King'.s  Fishery,  Hounslow,  August,  1904  ; 
(Golden  Tench):  3lb.  13oz.,  Friendly  Anglers' 
collection. 

Trout  (Loch  or  Lake),  Salmo  fnrio,  291b.,  from  Loch 
Stenni<4,  exhibited  at  Aquarium  by  Mr.  Mackay ; 
201b.  2oz.,  from  Belvedere  Lake,  Ireland, 
caught  by  Master  Willie  Mears ;  16^1b.,  taken 
from  Kennet,  May  12,  188;");  16lb.  2oz.,  from 
Itchen  river  ;  16lb.,  caught  by  son  of  Rt.  Hon. 
Evelyn  Ashley  (agr;d  10  years),  in  River  Test 
at  Romsey,  April,  1904.    Brown  trout,  Salmo 

*  Bream.  —  This  fish  when  seen  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  Exhibition  cortainly  did  not  look  to  be 
anythint!  iiko  tbo  woight  placed  upon  tho  case.  It 
was  genorully  atinoptod  as  a  remarkably  fino  spcci- 
mon,  but  apijearod  to  mo  and  many  others  to 
wfiigb  between  8l'<.  and  Olb. 


jerox,  19lb.,  A.  Jardine  ;  bull  trout,  241b.,  from 
Grimersta,  Isle  of  Lewis,  in  George  Reeves' 
collection;  (brown  from  Thames),  14Jlb.,  ex- 
hibited by  Richmond  Piscatorials  1892;  131b. 
(Thames,  brown),  Friendly  Anglers'  collection; 
sea-trout,  Salmo'  trutta,  18lb.,  H.  Scroope, 
Oct.  3,  1889,  exhibited  at  Aquarium,  1892. 
Brook  trout,  31b.,  caught  by  the  lateT.  Hughes. 
Largest  Thames  brown  trout.*  J.  D. 


HEANE'S  PATENT  BEAKE  AND' 
LINE  GUAED. 


This  ingenious  device — reel  brake  and  line  guard 
combined — is  both  simple  and  effective,  and  it  is 
claimed  for  it  that  it  "enables  the  veriest  novice 
to  cast  from  the  reel  with  perfect  success,  with  no 
chance  of  over-running."  It  is  attached  to  the 
reel  behind  tho  scoop  by  means  of  three  screws  in 
such  a  way  that  the  thumb  of  the  right  hand 
(which  should  clasp  the  rod  below  the  reel)  falls 
naturally  upon  the  regulating  lever.  By  a  turn  of 
the  screw  immediately  in  front  of  the  thumb  lever 
the  brake  may  be  entirely  released  or  adjusted  to 
any  desired  tension,  thus  allowing  the  angler  to 
cast  heavy  or  light  baits  with  equal  facility.  The 
brake  is  quite  silent,  being  provided  with  a  leather 
pad  at  its  extremity  acting  directly  upon  the 
revolving  rim  of  the  reel.  It  may  be  purchased  at 
a  price  that  will  put  it  within  the  reach  of  every 
fisherman.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  and 
simplest  brakes  we  have  yet  seen.    To  be  obtained 


from  any  tackle  dealer,  or  wholesale  from  S. 
Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Standard  Works,  Redditch, 
England. 

Since  writing  the  above  Messrs.  Allcock  say:  — 
"  Dear  Sie, — As  you  suggest,  this  brake  may  be 
attached,  if  desired,  to  any  Nottingham  pattern 
reel  with  revolving  outer  rim,  but  it  is  especially 
adapted  for  wooden  reels  owing  to  the  method  of 
screwing  it  to  the  reel  back.  They  are  made  in 
various  sizes  to  fit  reels  of  from  Z\\n.  up  to  6in., 
though  we  can  meet  special  requirements  by 
supplying  special  sizes.  It  has  been  practically 
tested,  and  is  a  most  useful  addition  to  the  outfit 
of  pike  or  sea  angler. 

"  We  should  like  to  emphasise  one  point  in 
connection  with  the  brake's  position  on  the  reel. 
If  the  cast  is  made  holding  the  rod  below  the  winch 
fitting  with  the  right  hand,  then  tho  brake  should 
be  fitted  as  shown  in  the  illustration,  or  as  the 
sample  reel  is  fitted  now  in  your  possession — that 
is,  exactly  between  tho  points  of  the  brass  star 
back ;  but  if  the  hands  are  reversed,  and  the  cast 
made  with  left  hand  below,  then  the  brake  should 
be  moved  higher  up  the  reel  towards  the  scoop,  in 
which  position  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand  can 
manipulate  it  with  greater  ease." 


THE  SEA-FISHERMAN.* 

By  the  late  J.  0.  Wilcocks. 


*  Largest  Thames  Brown   Trout.  —  In  1887 

(Jubiloo  year)  a  monster  trout  was  netted  in  a 
backwater  of  tho  Thames,  and  after  being  weighed 
at  171b.  2oz.,  had  a  .silver  label  attached  to  its 
adipose  fin,  giving  weight  and  date  of  capture,  and 
was  put  into  the  main  river  at  Kingston  Bridge. 
There  was  exhibited  at  the  Aquarium  Exhibition 
in  1892  what  purported  to  bo  a  Thames  Salm> 
fario,  weighing  23Jlb.,  which  bad  been  netted  in  a 
dying  condition  at  Weybridge.  This  fish  was  a 
salmon  kelt  probably,  and  the  la$t  to  remain  in  the 
Thames. 


Edited  by  his  son,  J.  C,  WilcocJca. 
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Places  where  the  Various  Methods  of 
taking"  Fish  are  in  Practice. 

Penzance  and  Newlyn. — Good  general  fishing 
in  Mount's  Bay,  especially  for  pollack  and  mackerel, 
whiting,  and  flatfish.  Small  pollack,  grey  mullet, 
small  plaice,  sand  smelts,  and  freshwater  eels  can 
be  taken  in  Penzance  Harbour  by  angling  or  throw- 
out  lines,  but  the  fishing  is  far  better  from  the 
new  harbour  works  at  Newlyn,  the  water  being 
deeper  at  all  tides.  Baits,  fresh  pilchards,  rock 
ragworms,  lugworms,  fresh  mackerel.  India- 
rubber  spinning  sand-eels  and  silver  spinners 
for  whiffing  or  railing.  Very  large  pollack 
off  Lamoma  Cove,  seven  miles  from  Penzance, 
apartments  and  boats  very  reasonable,  also  at 
Penzance  and  Newlyn.  Bass  occasionally  with 
pilchard  or  squid  bait  by  angling  or  throw-out  lines 
from  the  pier-heads,  particularly  in  autumn,  when 
pilchard  offal  is  about,  an  attractive  groimd  bait. 
Mr.  Herbert  Row,  78,  Market  Jew-street,  Penzance, 
can  supply  any  deficiency  in  tackle  and  general 
information.  The  brooks  between  Penzance  '  and 
Newlyn  contain  trout,  and  small  eels  for  whiffing 
bait  for  pollack.    Pilchard  gut  good  mullet  bait. 

The  Lizard. — Excellent  fishing  in  summer  and 
autumn,  large  pollack  near  the  Stags,  and  bass  are 
sometimes  taken  with  the  india-rubber  eels  by 
spinning  them  from  points  of  vantage  from  the 
rocks,  as  well  as  by  towing  them  behind  a  boat. 
Much  long-line  fishing. 

Porthgwarra,  St.  Levan,  Treen,  R.S.O., 
Cornwall. — Mr.  H.  Ball,  late  hon.  sec.  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society,  gave  the  followng  information. 
Apartments :  W.  Jackson,  two  rooms.  May  to 
October,  £1  per  week,  other  times,  18s.  ;  fire  and 
light  inclusive.  March,  ling,  skate,  cod,  ray,  turbot, 
pollack,  coal-fish  (in  Cornwall  called  "rawiier"), 
sometimes  25lb.  weight,  grey  mullet,  crabs  and 
lobsters.  Good  fishing  almost  all  the  year,  par- 
ticularly in  autumn,  in  fine  weather.  Porthgwarra 
being  much  patronised,  arrangements  should  be 
made  months  in  advance. 

Isles  of  Scilly. — Both  in  the  various  harbours 
and  in  the  open  sea  outside  the  pollack-fishing  is 
remarkably  good.  Without  leaving  the  harbours, 
a  hundred  or  more  pollack  may  be  taken  in  a  day. 
either  by  whiffing  with  the  natural  or  artificial 
baits  or  by  fishing  at  anchor  with  ragworms  dug 
from  the  disintegrated  gi-anite  of  the  beaches,  as  in 
the  Channel  Islands,  or  with  the  living  sand-eel, 
which  can  be  caught  with  seines,  by  those  provided 
with  them.  At  New  Grimsby  anchorage  I  have 
had  excellent  fishing,  and  by  Shipman  Head  and 
the  Kettle  Rock,  just  off  the  entrance,  the  fish  are 
larger.  The  sea  being  often  heavy  at  the  last 
named  spot,  caution  rtfust  be  used.  At  the  Seven 
Stones  Rocks  pollack  are  very  large.  On  Tresco 
and  St.  Martin's  Flats  there  are  many  plaice,  and 
also  at  the  anchorage  nsar  the  Nut  Rock.  Bait, 
rockworms  or  lugworms  from  St.  Mary's  Harbour. 
The  author  used  mussels  here  from  England, 
brought  on  board  the  yacht.  On  the  flat  sands  at 
low  water  plaice  can  be  speared,  and  near  the 
Bishop  Lighthouse  fine  turbot  are  struck  with  a 
large  trident,  the  shaft  20ft.  long,  or  even  longer. 
A  very  old  bait,  the  spotted  gunnel  {Cenfronofus 
giinnellus,  Gunther),  is  used  for  pollack  at  Scilly. 
It  is  so  slippery  that  it  has  obtained  the  name  of 
butter  fish.  It  is  found  at  low  water  under  the 
stones  of  rubbly  beaches,  and  is  not  confined  to 
Scilly.  It  is  prepared  bj'  splitting  it  open  from  the 
tail  nearly  to  tbe  head,  removing  the  backbone, 
and  hooking  on  by  the  head ;  another  method  is  to 
bait  it  as  the  freshwater  eel  is  with  a  lip  hook. 
It  can  be  used  trailing  or  in  a  tideway.  The 
india-rubber  spinning  eels  have  been  used  instead 
of  it  at  times  for  many  years.  It  has  eight  to 
twelve  eyelike  spots  along  the  back. 

*  This  series  coramenced  on  Nov.  25,  1905.  Our 
sea-fishing  readers  who  can  correct  any  errors  in 
these  sea-fishing  notes  will  greatly  oblige  by  doing 
so. — Ed. 
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The  Island  of  Guernsey  is  worthy  a  visit  by 
anyone  taking  an  interest  in  sea  fishing,  particularly 
on  account  of  the  living  sand-eel  method,  which  can 
be  here  seen  in  perfection  in  summer,  and  would, 
I  am  confident,  if  adopted  generally,  yield  astonish- 
ing results.  The  anticipations  of  the  author  have 
been  fully  realised  for  pollack  and  bass  on  the 
English  coast  since  writing  the  above.  There  is 
good  fishing  also  round  Aldcrney,  but  at  Jersey  it 
is  not  considered  so  good  ;  in  fact,  that  island 
receives  much  of  its  fish  from  Guernsey.  I  would 
recommend  visitors  to  these  islands  to  take  with 
them  on  their  return  at  lea^t  a  couple  of  hair-linss 
with  pipe-leads,  and  a  sand-eel  basket,  there  called 
a  "  courge."  The  fishing  of  Guernsey  has  much 
deteriorated  during  the  last  fifteen  years.  Small 
pollack  and  sand-smelts  can  be  taken  from  the 
piers  by  angling,  white  sand-worm  bait. 

Alderney. — Visitors  to  Alderney  will  find  nume- 
rous pollack  in  the  rocky  bays  under  the  fort,  and 
close  to  the  shore  whiffing  with  flies  or  worms, 
particularly  just  before  and  after  sunset.  Also 
bream,  by  mooring  with  a  stone,  and  fishing  with 
lightly-leaded  lines,  or  lines  without  lead.  The  soft 
part  of  limpets  is  a  very  good  bait  for  bream. 
Red  mullet  may  be  caught  by  a  trammel.  Lug- 
worms  are  dug  out  of  the  sand  near  the  old  pier. 
Good-sized  pouting  are  taken  near  the  end  of 
the  breakwater  ;  and  near  the  Island  of  Burhou, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Singe  Passage,  there 
is  excellent  fishing,  provided  you  go  with  an 
island  fisherman,  without  whom  it  would  not  be 
prudent  for  any  stranger  to  venture  outside  the 
breakwater,  on  account  of  the  various  settings 
and  rapidity  of  the  tides  amongst  the  rocks.  The 
rock  or  hard  ragworm  is  here  found  by  digging 
under  stones,  etc.  Sea-fish  of  all  kinds  may  be 
taken  from  the  breakwater,  or  any  steep  rock  found 
available,  with  the  rod  or  throw-out  lines.  Off  the 
breakwater  a  floating  trot  is  found  killing.  Large 
bass  are  taken  in  the  Swinge,  or  Singe  Passage,  by 
trolling  under  sail  with  a  sand  or  freshwater  eel 
bait ;  under  favourable  circumstances  the  fly  might 
be  used  ;  the  india-rubber  spinning  eels  have  done 
good  work  here. 

The  Isle  of  Man  also  affords  good  fishings  the 
Bahama  Bank  being  a  celebrated  ground  for 
mackerel  and  plaice,  etc.  Sand-eels  are  very 
abundant  in  Ramsey  Bay,  but  I  have  not  heard 
that  nets  are  kept  for  taking  them  ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  am  informed  they  are  dug  out  of  the  sand  with 
forks.  A  sand-eel  courge,  or  bait-kettle,  should 
certainly  be  taken,  the  former  preferable,  as  it  can 
be  towed  after  the  boat  on  account  of  its  shape. 
Peel  is  the  best  fishing  station,  pollack,  coalfish, 
pout,  rock  cod,  mackerel,  gurnards,  and  grey 
mullet  can  all  be  taken  from  the  breakwater,  and 
a  boat  moored  ten  yards  from  its  inner  edge  is 
excellently  placed  for  streaming  or  drift-line  fishing. 
Castle  Rock  has  two  good  positions  to  angle  from, 
one  a  large  flat,  sloping  rock  known  as  Burns'  Rock, 
at  extreme  west  point,  and  a  second  small  flat  rock 
at  the  extreme  south-west.  Fish  lOlb.  to  151b.,  or 
even  at  times  larger.  Whiffing  or  trailing  in  a 
small  boat  from  head  of  breakwater  round  Castle 
Rock  is  good,  and  in  light  weather  or  off  shore  wind 
down  to  the  bay  beyond  "Contrary  Point.  For 
trailing  use  india-rubber  eels  or  bands,  sand-eels  or 
strips  of  fresh  herring,  mackerel,  or  cuttle  fish ;  for 
streaming  or  drift-line  fishing,  above  mentioned, 
natural  baits,  ragworms  or  lugs,  if  live  sand-eels  are 
not  procurable.  Living  and  apartments  good  and 
reasonable,  everyone  very  obliging.  Coalfish  are 
known  as  "  si-heu,"  and  pollack  as  "  caellog." 
The  fish  at  times  are  so  large  that  it  is  desirable  to 
carry  double-gut  salmon  collars.  Fifteen  poimds 
and  over  not  uncommon.  Port  Erin  has  good 
fishing,  codling,  bream,  gurnet,  haddock,  whiting, 
plaice,  dabs,  known  as  "flukes,"  both  with  angling 
rod  and  hand-lines.  Boatmen  :  J.  and  R.  Cregeen, 
Shore-road,  Rowing  boats :  Is.  first  hour,  6d. 
after  ;  or  12s.  a  week  ;  man  4s.  a  day.  Hotel : 
Belle  Vue.  Boarding-houses,  2os.  to  3os.  per  week. 
Best  season,  April  to  end  of  October.  Natural  baits, 
a  mud  or  rock  worm,  local  name  "  chigaine,"  and 
"  cat  lug,"  a  small  fish  found  under  stones,  and 
cut  into  two  strips,  lugworms,  herring,  mackerel, 
and  soft  part  of  a  crab.  For  pollack,  trail  or 
whiff  outside  breakwater.  Bay  Fine,  Half  Way 
R(  ok,  Skin  Rock,  Niarbyl  Point  and  Sound  ;  large 
fish  at  last  place.  For  bream  as  well.  The  Hault, 
LeyTjammon,  The  Bows  (sunken  rocks),  off  Amulty 
Point.  For  plaice  and  dabs  or  flukes.  Port  Erin 
Bay  and  Niarbyl.    The  Bahama  Bank  is  six  miles 


from  Ramsey  Pier,  and  between  it  and  the  shore  is 
some  stony  ground  where  pollack  or  lythe  are  very 
large.  There  is  good  fishing  also  in  Douglas  and 
other  bays,  and  cod  and  haddock  are  taken  in  the 
offing.  Small  freshwater  eels  and  sea-worms  are 
procurable  in  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  which  form 
the  various  harbours  of  the  island,  but  for  ground 
fishing  herring  is  chiefly  used. 

Ramsey. — All  fish  previously  mentioned  can  bo 
taken  from  April  to  November,  but  practically  there 
is  ho  cessation  of  fishing,  weather  permitting.  Bass 
may  be  added  to  fish  mentioned.  Hotels  :  Albert 
and  Queen's,  Vs.  6d.  per  day.  Boatmen :  W. 
Christian,  E.  Corkish,  J.  Wliite,  W.  McCormick,  W. 
Johnson  ;  Is.  per  hour,  10s.  per  day,  £2  10s.  per 
week,  with  bait.  Information  from  Mr.  D.  R. 
Chapman,  Athenaeum,  Liverpool. 

Scarborough. — Fishing  never  ceases  along  the 
"i'orkshire  coast,  but  from  May  to  November  may 
be  considered  the  most  pleasant  period.  Plaice, 
dabs,  coalfish,  known  as  saithe,  billet,  and  parr, 
and  pollack  or  lythe,  are  taken  by  angling  from 
the  pier,  or  angling  and  hand-lining  from  boats  in 
the  north  and  south  bays.  Many  codling  also  are 
caught,  and  most  of  the  above  fish  are  also  caught 
from  steep  rocks  along  the  coast,  and  many  coal- 
fish by  fly-fishing  with  a  white  fly  from  convenient 
spots  along  the  rocky  shore.  Many  mackerel  can 
be  taken  by  railing  in  the  bays  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer.  Boatmen,  Is.  Gd.  per  hour  for 
three  persons,  over  three  6d.  each.  By  the  day, 
boat,  bait,  and  man,  by  agreement.  Hotel :  Pier, 
Mr.  J.  Scott,  bed,  board,  and  attendance,  6s.  6d. 
per  day.  Baits,  mussel,  cockle,  ragworms,  called 
"  thirsk,"  lugworms,  cuttle,  squid,  and  herring. 
Soles  sometimes  at  night  with  lug  or  ragworms. 
Many  haddock  at  times  in  the  bays.  Special  terms 
at  hotels  for  members  of  B.S.A.  Society. 

"Whitby. — Fish  and  seasons  as  at  Scarborough' 
Hotel  :  Bell,  7s.  6d.  per  day.  Boatmen :  J. 
Douglas  and  T.  Cass,  at  the  pier.  Boat,  bait,  and 
man,  2s.  first  hour.  Is.  6d.  after.  Baits,  herring, 
mussel,  lugs,  and  ragworm.  Much  angling  from 
pier. 

Staithes. — Fish  and  seasons  as  at  Whitby. 
Staithes  Hotel  and  Commercial,  5s.  per  day.  Many 
boatmen. 

Cleethorpes,  Ijincoln. — Codling,  flatfish,  etc. 

Mablethorpe. — April  to  November.  Whiting, 
plaice,  soles,  at  night,  codling,  and  later  adult  cod. 
Hotels :  South  and  Eagle.  Boatmen :  J.  Moun- 
tain, D.  Bancroft.  Large  cobble  boats  for  thres 
or  four,  bait  and  men,  lOs.  per  day. 

Sutton-on-Sea. — The  same  fish.  Hotel :  The 
Bacchus,  5s.  per  day. 

Skegness. — Flatfish  and  codling  can  be  angled  for 
from  the  pier,  and  fish  as  above  from  boats  in  the 
offing. 

Hunstanton. — Whiting,  plaice,  dabs,  codling, 
April  to  November.    Bait,  mussels  and  lugworms. 

Wells. — Same  seasons  and  baits  as  Hunstanton, 
occasional  bass  with  sand-eel  bait. 

Blakeney. — A  good  harbour  for  bass,  sand-eels 
abundant,  many  flounders,  some  codling  and  dabs, 
larger  fish  and  whiting  outside  the  bar.  Bait, 
mussels,  lug,  ragworms,  and  soft  crabs  in  gutters 
in  the  harbour  mud,  many  eels. 

Sherringham  and  Cromer. — Many  pollack  on 
rocky  ground  in  addition  to  the  smooth  groimd  fish 
above  mentioned.  Shrimps  all  along  this  coast,  and 
some  prawns. 

Great  Yarmouth. — Angling  from  Gorleston  and 
other  piers  and  quays  for  codling,  whiting,  and 
flatfish,  mussels  and  shrimps  or  herrings  for  bait. 
Also  in  the  roads  both  with  rod  and  hand-lines.  In 
Breydon  Water  above  bridge,  codling,  flatfish  and 
eels  are  also  taken.  Use  strong  gear,  fine  cod  being 
often  hooked. 

Lowestoft. — Tlie  same  fishing  as  at  Yarmouth 
from  the  piers  and|Outside  in  boats.  On  account  of 
the  tide  being  more  moderate  here  than  at  Yarmouth, 
boat  fishing  is  more  pleasant.  From  the  shorj 
throw-out  lines  are  much  used,  but  the  rod  is  the 
most  agreeable  and  safe  method  of  fishing.  Best 
period,  June  to  December.  Large  flounders  in 
harbour  with  shrimp  bait. 

Southwold. — From  the  harbour  piers,  codling  and 
flatfish  can  be  taken  by  angling,  and  there  is  the 
usual  fishing  of  the  coast  in  the  bay. 


Aldeburgh. — This  place  has  the  advantage  of 
both  open  sea  and  harbour  fishing,  the  bend  of  Orford 
Haven  approaching  close  to  the  town.  Codling, 
whiting,  plaice,  and  dabs  can  all  be  taken  in  the 
open  sea,  and  most  of  them  in  the  harbour.  Bait, 
lugworms  and  whelks.  All  particulars  from  Mr. 
(J.  H.  Whistler,  Aldeburgh-on-Sea,  agent  B.S.A. S. 
Beach  fishing  excellent  with  rod  or  throw-out  linos. 

Felixstowe. — Mr.  G.  E.  Manning,  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  says  permission  can  be  obtained  to  fisli 
from  the  pier  for  bass,  etc.,  from  the  lighthouse- 
keeper,  success  liaving  been  obtained  with  the  red 
spinning  eel  and  Hoarder's  plano-convex  minnow. 
Landguard  Fort  is  considered  the  best  place  for 
liass  on  the  Suffolk  coast.  Pier  not  being  safe  for 
children,  the  gate  is  kept  locked.  The  Dock  Pier 
near  Felixstowa  landing-stage  is  also  recommended 
for  bass.  The  pat«moster  baited  with  shrimp, 
mussel,  or  lugs  will  take  dabs  and  plaice,  and  at 
high  water  a  few  smelt.  Mr.  A.  F.  Sigmund,  another 
correspondent,  say.H  sea-fishing  is  fairly  good  for 
cod  and  dabs.  A  boat  can  be  hired  for  fishing  alone 
if  desired  at  10s.  per  week.  The  hermit  crab  is 
procurable  for  bait.  Mr.  A.  F.  S.  mentions  also  the 
capture  of  l)ass  in  September  with  the  spinning-eel. 

Harwich. — The  harbour  consisting  of  the  estuaries 
of  the  Stour  and  Orwell  rivers,  which  are  of  good 
depth  and  extent,  afford  sea-fishing  from  boats, 
and  from  the  pier  with  the  paternoster,  the  usual 
fish  can  be  taken.     Lugs  and  other  bait  procurable. 

Filey,  Yorkshire. — Although  my  remarks  on 
fishing  stations  have  chiefly  been  confined  to  those 
I  have  myself  visited,  Filey  has  been  so  frequently 
recommended  by  correspondents  of  the  newspapers 
that  I  think  it  well  to  mention  it  here.  It 
offers  special  advantages  for  both  fishing  from  the 
shore  with  rod  and  line,  and  also  for  boat-fishing. 
At  times  many  pollack  and  coalfish  are  caught  from 
the  Brig,  which  is  a  reef  of  rocks  running  out  into 
the  sea  a  considerable  distance,  and  forming  as  it 
were  a  kind  of  natural  jetty  or  pier,  with  deep  water 
alongside.  The  fish  often  run  very  large,  and  extra 
strong  tackle  is  necessary,  with  50yds.  or  GOyds.  of 
running  line.  All  the  rocky  ground  about  the  Brig 
affords  good  pollack-fishing  from  a  boat  by  the 
various  methods  described  in  this  work,  with  either 
natural  or  artificial  baits.  The  method  of  fishing 
w  ith  the  living  .sand-eel,  if  procurable,  would  afford 
sport  imattainable  by  other  baits.  Salted  herring 
milt  is  much  used  [on  the  York  and  .Northumbrian 
coast. 

Tynemouth; — Good  pier-fishing,  also  in  the 
offing. 

Bridlington. — Sea-fishing  good,  similar  to  Scar- 
borough. 

Flamborough  Head. — Large  whiting-pollack, 
with  spinning  baits  or  flies,  from  the  rocks,  or  better 
from  a  boat. 

Aberffraw,  Anglesey.— Excellent  sea-fishing, 
especially  for  pollack.  Fish  run  large.  The  landlord 
of  the  PriHce  Llewellyn  keeps  a  boat  for  visitors. 
Mackerel,  large  gurnards,  conger,  cod,  and  bream 
are  also  here  taken. 

Carnarvon. — Bass  and  other  sea-fishing. 

Beaumaris. — Bass  and  pollack.  "J 

Barmouth. — Bass  at  the  harbour  entrance. 

Aberdovey. — Bass  -  fishing. 

Milford. — Good  sea-fishing.  Pollack  round  Sheep, 
Thorn,  Stack,  and  the  other  islands.  Very  large 
fish  rovmd  the  outside  islands  towards  the  Smalls. 

Tenby. — Bass  and  pollack  round  Caldy  Island  and 
the  Woolhouse  Rocks.  Trotting  or  long-lining  for 
cod  and  plaice  in  the  bay,  in  which  is  good  trawling 
and  mackerel  hooking. 

Ilfracombe. — Ba.'?s,  pollack,  and  ground-fishing. 
Pilot  and  boatman  :  Buckingham. 

Appledore,  Nort-h  Devon. — Bass-fishing  in 
summer  and  autumn.  Bideford  Bay  is  best  fished 
from  Clovelly,  tlie  tide  being  so  very  strong,  and  the 
pa;ssing  of  the  bar  being  attended  often  with  much 
risk.  In  Appledore  Pool  many  codling  are  caught 
with  s6ft  crab  bait,  31b.  leads,  shape  half  an  orange, 
which  keep  bottom  in  very  strong  tide;.  Skinned 
eel  used  for  ba-ss,  also  dead  sand-e,4.  The  living 
method  not  understood.  Soft  crab  much  relied  on 
for  codling. 

Clovelly. — Bass  and  pollack  fishing  more  or  less 
along  the  shore  eastward  to  Rock's  Nose,  and  north- 
westward to  Hartland.    Also  round  Lundy  Island. 
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Variety  of  fish  off  Clovelly.  J.  Hill,  fisherman  ; 
lines  and  bait  with  boat,  6s.  per  day.  Best  fishing 
at  neap  tides,  at  spring  currents  very  strong. 

Hartland. — Most  excellent  bass-fishing  with 
poUaek,  off  the  point ;  between  forty  and  seventy 
bass  have  been  taken  at  a  time,  from  31b.  to  101b. 
weight,  with  spinning  red  eel.  Good  trout-fishing  in 
neighbouring  streams. 

Padstow. — Good  bass-fishing  at  times  in  summer 
and  autumn.  Pollack  imder-  the  cliffs  towards 
Stepper  Point,  round  the  Gull  and  other  rocks  and 
Pentire  Point.  Sand-eels  at  the  Dumbar  Sand ; 
also  mussels  and  lugworms.  Mackerel,  dabs,  plaice, 
and  bream,  April  to  November.  Whiting  and  some- 
times cod  and  codling.  Some  angling  from  the  pier 
and  rocks  for  pollack,  and  from  rocks  for  bream. 

Barmouth. — April  to  November,  bass  and  pollack 
by  the  stones,  and  imder  the  bridge,  tide  very 
strong  here,  drift  -  line  fishing  the  best  method. 
Dabs,  plaice,  and  rays  outside  the  bar  in  smooth 
weather.  All  rocky  grounds  along  this  coast  good 
for  fine  pollack.  Sand-eels  to  be  used  when  obtain- 
able alive.  The  india-rubber  eels  very  killing  in 
the  strong  tide,  when  there  is  not  too  much  drifting 
weed. 

Llanelly. — Bass  can  be  taken  from  a  quarterflood- 
tide  by  angling  with  the  rod  with  the  paternoster  or 
throw-out  line,  or  by  a  trot  set  on  the  sands  at 
the  rising  tide,  to  be  hauled  at  high  water.  Bait, 
mussel,  sand-eel,  or  squid.  Mussels  can  be  gathered 
on  stony  ground  between  high  and  low  water 
mark.  Bass  nin  from  2|lb.  to  101b.  or  even  larger. 
Joseph  Bo  wen,  pilot,  for  information.  The  general 
coast  fishing  procurable  in  the  bay. 

St.  Ives. — PoUack  on  all  the  rocky  coast  and 
grounds,  flatfish  in  the  bay,  and  bass  at  Hayle  Bar. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FISH  KILLED  BY  LIGHTNING. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  have  occasionally  re- 
corded instances  of  fish  being  killed  by  lightning. 
In  a  new  and  most  interesting  work,  entitled, 
"  Thunder  and  Lightning,"  *  by  that  most  charming 
of  writers  on  natural  science,  M.  Camille  Flammarion, 
my  son,  E.  W.  M.,  found  the  following  notes  re  fish 
and  the  electric  fluid  : —  R.  B.  M. 

Pond  Fish  Killed. 

"In  the  month  of  August,  1898,  during  a  violent 
storm,  a  pond  at  Vauxdernes  (Cote-d'Or)  was 
demolished,  and  all  the  fish  in  it  killed. 

"Fishes  in  their  dark  dwellings  are  no  more 
privileged  than  other  animals.  They  also  frequently 
receive  visits  from  the  lightning,  and  their  sad  fate 
has  often  proved  how  dangerous  it  is  to  remain 
near  a  pond  or  pool  during  thunder. 

"  Not  only  are  fishermen  and  sailors  unanimous 
in  attesting  to  the  ravages  wrought  by  lightning, 
but  the  history  of  electricity  has  preserved  the 
recollection  of  memorable  disasters,  of  veritable 
hecatombs  of  fish,  which  they  attribute  to  the  fire 
of  heaven." 

Fish  in  the  River  Doubs  Killed,  and  other 
Instances. 

"  Arago  recounts  that  on  Sept.  17, 1772,  lightning 
fell  on  the  Doubs,  and  killed  all  the  pike  and  trout 
which  were  in  the  river.  The  water  was  soon 
covered  with  their  corpses,  which  floated  stomach 
upwards. 

"A  century  before,  during  the  year  1672,  the 
lake  in  the  subterranean  part  of  Zoiknitz  was  the 
theatre  of  a  similar  event  even  more  terrible  on 
account  of  the  number  of  victims.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  neighbourhood  collected  such  a  number  of 
fish  that  were  struck  that  they  were  able  to  fill 
eighteen  carts. 

"In  1879,  during  a  violent  storm  at  night,  the 
electric  discharge  fell  on  a  Jfttle  fish  pond  in  which 
a  number  of  fish  sported.  The  next  morning  they 
were  all  found  floating  dead  on  the  surface  of  the 
water.  They  had  the  appearance  of  boiled  fish, 
and  their  flesh  fell  to  pieces  on  being  touched,  just 
as  it  would  if  it  had  been  pooked.  There  was  no 
injury  to  be  seen,  external  or  internal.  The  scales 
and  the  swimming  Vjladder,  which  was  full  of  air, 
had  been  preserved.  The  water  of  the  pond  re- 
mained troubled  and  muddy  the  day  after  the 
storm  as  though  the  agitation  of  the  tempest 
had  been  quite  recent. 

*  London,  Chatto  and  Windus. 
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"  In  1894,  lightning  fell  on  two  poplars  near 


Ignon,  in  the  territory  of  Saulx-le-Duc  (Cote-d'Or). 
A  neighbouring  pond,  which  measured  ten  yards 
in  length  by  five  in  width,  was  also  struck.  The 
owner  states  that  all  the  fish,  to  the  number  of 
about  a  thousand,  were  killed. 

"  Another  more  curious  case  still.  One  day  the 
fish  in  an  aquarium  placed  in  a  drawing-room  were 
struck.  They  were  all  found  lying  dead  on  the 
floor.  The  glass  which  formed  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel  was  twisted  and  coated  with  a  thick  bed  of 
yellowish  substance. 

"The  electric  fishes  which  are  to  be  found  in 
certain  rivers  of  Asia  and  Africa,  and  in  the  depths 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  are  divided  into  five  species — 
the  tetrodon,  the  trichiure,  the  silurus,  the  raie 
torpille  (cramp-fish),  and  the  gymnote  (electric  eel). 
These  aquatic  lightnings  work  terrible  havoc  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Neptune's  kingdom.  This  is 
how  they  set  to  work.  A  little  fish  in  search  of 
food  goes  too  near  this  terrible  enemy,  who  at  once 
sets  his  living  tail  in  motion.  Fascinating  it  with 
his  eye,  he  renders  it  immovable,  and  lets  fly 
repeated  discharges  to  it.  In  a  minute  the  poor 
fish  is  overcome,  and  allows  itself  to  be  snapped 
up  by  its  pitiless  adversary  without  resistance. 
They  use  their  influence  over  men  as  well  as  fish. 
If  you  touch  a  torpille,  you  feel  a  shock  strong 
enough  to  benumb  and  paralyse  the  arm  for  some 
minutes." 


"ONLY  A  GEAYLING." 

"  It's  only  a  grayling  "  is  a  common  utterance  by 
the  majority  of  anglers  in  the  north,  when  they  land 
a  specimen  of  the  same — this,  too,  in  a  tone  of 
genuine  or  well-simulated  disgust.  I  mention  the 
latter  because  I  am  certain  that  a  great  many,  if 
they  were  only  honest  enough  to  admit  it,  only 
simulate  the  disgust  because  others  do  so,  and 
because  they  are  not  strong  enough  to  brave  the 
wi-ath  of  their  companions  who  may  differ  in  the 
matter.  Some  of  the  same  disgusted  individuals 
occasionally  enjoy  a  day  among  the  pike,  or  even 
the  perch,  and  yet  do  not  exclaim,  "  It's  only  a 
pike,"  or  "  It's  only  a  perch,'-  on  making  a  capture. 
These,  in  the  scale  of  fishy  excellence,  are  not 
supposed  to  come  as  high  as  the  grayling,  inasmuch 
as  they  do  not  enjoy  the  title  Salmo  like  it.  Many 
say  that  the  name  Salmo  thymallus  is  wrongly 
applied,  and  that  thfe  grayling  has  not  a  full  claim 
to  it  ;  but  that  equally  unjust  things  exist,  if  imjust 
it  be,  no  one  can  deny.  The  grayling  has  been 
much  despised  in  many  parts  of  Scotland,  from  the 
fact  that  many  ignorant  and  narrow-minded  indi- 
viduals who  occasionally  "  dangle  a  worm  "  have 
formed  a  prejudice  against  it.  This  may  be  from 
the  fact  that  it  is  an  incomer  of  doubtful  antecedents 
and  history,  and  because,  when  it  is  cooked  in  the 
same  manner  as  a  trout,  it  does  not  taste  like  one. 
This  last,  I  am  afraid,  is  responsible  for  more  than 
the  former  with  such  "sportsmen."  In  the  South 
of  Scotland,  where  grayling  are  to  be  found,  every 
keeper  is  allied  against  them,  and  usually  treats 
them  as  vermin,  and  yet  when  asked  the  reason  is 
seldom  able  to  give  a  good  explanation,  unless  in  a 
few  exceptions.  In  appearance  the  fish  is  not 
repulsive,  but  otherwise,  and  it  takes  the  fly  as 
freely  as  can  be  desired.    It  is  a  useful  table  fish 


when  properly  cooked.  It  does  not  eat  so  many 
fry  as  a  trout  will,  and  on  looking  at  the  mouth  and 
teeth  one  would  hardly  say  that  it  is  created  for 
preying  on  its  fellows.  When  caught  on  fine  tackle, 
as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  there  is  absolutely  no 
doubt  as  to  its  sporting  capabilities.  Moreover,  to 
ardent  anglers,  it  fills  in  the  gap  caused  by  the  close 
season  for  trout,  salmon,  and  sea-trout  very  neatly. 
For  my  part,  I  think  that  it  is  only  to  l)e  regretted 
that  this  fine  fish  is  not  found  in  more  of  our  Scottish 
streams  than  it  is.  There  are  lots  of  small  streams 
that  salmon  and  sea-trout  do  not  run  up,  and  that 
would  support  grayling  of  heavy  weight.  Some  of 
these  little  bums  contain  plenty  of  small  trout  that 
seldom  attain  the  weight  of  half  a  pound.  In 
waters  such  as  these  a  few  grayling  would  be  a 
welcome  addition,  and  would  be  more  likely  to  shine 
brighter  than  ever.  It  certainly  does  eat  a  few  ova, 
but  can  the  same  not  be  applied  to  other  fish  as  well  ? 
One  point  I  should  like  to  have  investigated  is  this  : 
Does  the  common  trout  not  eat  the  eggs  of  other 
trout,  or  its  own  for  that  part,  when  it  eats  without 
reluctance  its  own  fry  ?  This  I  have  never  had 
proved  or  disproved.  It  is  well  known  that 
salmon  roe  or  ova  is  readily  taken  by  nearly  all 
kinds  of  fish,  trout  particularly,  so  that  no  doubt 
remains  that  trout  will  eat  their  own  ova  as  well  as 
the  grayling  does.  In  an  early  or  very  mild  spawn- 
ing season,  when  fishing  for  grayling  with  worm,  I 
have  occasionally  taken  eels.  These  and  other 
pests  are  more  blameworthy  than  grayling  in  this 
respect,- and  deserve  less  mercy  at  the  hands  of  the 
angler.  It  is  indeed  a  wise  provision  of  nature  that 
eels  are  generally  absent  at  this  season  from  the 
spawning  beds  of  trout  and  salmon.  When  one 
considers  the  number  of  enemies  that  trout  and 
salmon  have,  and  the  small  percentage  of  ova 
deposited  that  arrives  at  a  mature  state,  it  is  right 
and  just  to  keep  such  enemies  from  their  domains, 
but  it  is  equally  utnjust  to  blame  the  grayling  for 
eating  and  destroying  all  the  salmon  and  trout  ova 
that  do  not  hatch.  Another  point  argued  against 
the  grayling  is  generally  put  forth  by  fishery  boards, 
conservators,  and  proprietors.  They  argue  that 
when  such  fish  are  encouraged  in  a  stream  they 
furnish  an  excuse  for  killing  other  fish  in  the  close 
season.  As  many  angling  clubs  now  exist,  having 
good  rules,  which  are  very  generally  adhered  to,  I  do 
not  think  that  any  honest,  self-respecting  angler 
will  transgress  in  this  respect.  On  the  other  hand, 
one  point  is  generally  overlooked  by  many  fishery 
boards,  and  that  is,  that  the  very  presence  of  these 
same  grayling  anglers  keep  off  many  undesirables 
from  the  water  in  the  close  season.  Of  course,  in 
the  case  of  winter  grayling  fishing,  a  few  bye  rules 
might  not  be  out  of  place,  and  one,  at  least,  I  think 
should  be  enforced — namely,  the  prohibition  of 
wading,  and  especially  deep  wading,  in  rivers  when 
and  where  fish  of  the  salmon  kind  spawn.  Bank 
fishing  would  not  disturb  the  fish  to  any  extent,  and 
wading  would,  as  well  as  misplace  or  even  crush 
some  of  the  ova,  in  the  shallow  spawning  beds. 
When  hard  frost  sets  in,  the  river  falls  to  low  level 
through  the  freezing  up  of  the  surface  springs,  and 
often  the  very  place  where  a  grayling  angler  might 
be  tempted  to  wade  would  be  where  other  fish  such 
as  salmon  and  trout  were  depositing  their  ova. 
They  might  even  at  this  season  see  them  move  away 
into  the  deeper  water,  and  yet  the  thought  would 
never  occur  to  them  that  they  were  spawning  or 
preparing  the  redds.  This  prohibition  of  wading 
would  not  be  seriously  felt,  and  I  am  sure  most 
sportsmen  would  coincide  -with  me  in  this.  Very 
few  can  stand  long  in  the  water  in  mid -winter,  even 
when  well  waterproofed.  As  the  waters,  too,  are 
generally  running  at  a  fair  level  and  not  over  bright 
or  clear,  a  few  grayling  are  generally  to  be  had 
without  wading,  although  a  heavier  bag  is  generally 
secured  by  careful  wading. 

In  Scotland  grayling  are  mostly  caught  by  the 
worm  in  winter,  and  very  little  fly-fishing  is  to  be 
had,  except  on  very  mild  days  when  a  few  hardy 
little  Duns  hatch  out.  Most  of  the  usual  run  of 
Scotch  anglers  use  a  light  greenheart  rod,  about  12ft. 
in  length,  for  this  kind  of  fishing,  and  get  on  very 
well  with  it,  too.  Rods  longer  than  this  are  often 
met  with,  but  these  are  not  to  be  recommended, 
as  very  fine  tackle  carmot  be  used  with  them  without 
breakages,  not  to  speak  of  their  unwieldiness.  A 
lOift.  rod  was  generally  good  enough  for  me  any- 
where, but  when  worming,  an  extra  foot  or  so  would 
sometimes  have  been  an  advantage.  The  most 
suitable  weight  of  gut  for  the  cast  is  the  finest 
undrawn,  or,  better  still,  what  is  usually  known  in 
the  trade  as  half-drawn  gut.    The  hook  or  hooka 
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sliould  be  mounted  on  2x  or  3x  dra\vn  gut  according 
to  the  kind  of  water  iished.  No.  11  or  12  bright 
steel  hooks  (old  scale),  tied  on  with  transparent 
whipping,  or  small  bronze  sneck-bent  eyed-hooks 
knotted  into  a  Stewart  tackle  are  the  best  for  this 
kind  of  fishing.  Use  small  red  worms  well  scoured 
and  cleaned.  Put  them  into  a  waterproof  worm-bag 
immediately  before  using  them,  and  keep  them  in 
an  inside  pocket.  See,  however,  that  the  bag  is 
free  from  any  smell  of  rubber  or  anything  else  that 
might  hinder  the  fish  from  taking  the  bait  through 
its  having  an  unpleasant  odour.  At  this  season  the 
moss  should  be  wrung  out,  until  it  is  nearly  dry,  as 
it  is  uncomfortable  and  inconvenient  to  handle  a 
soaking  wet  worm-bag  in  winter,  and  quite  unneces- 
sary. If  they  are  kept  in  an  inside  pocket  as 
recommended,  the  worms  will  not  become  frozen 
and  numb  on  a  very  hard  day.  When  it  is  as  cold 
as  this  the  angler  will  find  a  pair  of  old  kid  gloves, 
having  the  finger  tips  cut  ofF,  very  useful.  These 
do  not  form  the  same  resting  place  for  hook  points 
that  woollen  gloves  do.  If  fly  fishing  is  indulged  in 
for  grayling,  one  or  two  small  Bumbles  should  be 
put  on  the  cast,  as  these  flies  kill  very  well.  They 
are  mostly  composed  of  peacock  herl,  and  represent 
small  beetles  rather  than  flies.  Grayling  take  them 
readily,  as  well  as  trout.  There  is  one  little  point  in 
grayling  fishing  worth  looking  into.  It  is  often 
written  that  the  grayling  is  a  very  rapid  riser,  and 
that  quick  striking  is  essential  if  you  want  to 
secure  him.  In  my  opinion,  this  does  not  apply  to 
the  grayling  found  in  the  streams  of  the  South  of 
Scotland.  The  rise  seems  to  be  more  of  the  nature 
of  a  salmon  rise  than  that  of  a  trout,  as  it  is  more 
deliberate.  A  young  hand  generally  sees  a  salmon 
coming  head  and  tail  at  his  fly  in  fairly  smooth 
water  and  strikes  when  he  sees  the  fish — pulling 
away  the  fly  before  the  salmon  has  it  in  its  mouth. 
Naturally,  he  thinks  that  it  is  owing  to  his  being  too 
slow  that  the  fish  is  missed.  The  same  applies  to 
the  grayling,  and  if  many  young  anglers  gave  them 
time  to  take  hold,  and  then  strike  quickly,'  their 
creels  would  be  heavier  than  when  they  strike  on 
seeing  the  fish  first.  The  old  myth  about  the  grayling 
having  a  very  tender  mouth  is  gradually  decaying 
and  dying  a  natural  death,  as  it  ought.  The  mouth 
of  this  fish  is  firm  enough  to  form  a  very  good  hold 
for  a  No.  1  or  0  eyed  hook,  and  it  is  surprising  how 
often  one  will  land  a  very  gamey  specimen  on  a 
hook  of  this  size  in  rough  water.  If  the  lips  were 
tender  this  would  not  happen  so  frequently. 

Black  Beetle. 


FISHING  TACKLE  SHOP  TALK. 

Lloyd  J.  Tooley's  great  casting  with  ^oz. 
weight  at  the  tournament  held  recently  in  Chicago 
has  proved  what  the  writer  long  ago  claimed  in 
these  columns — that  guides  and  tops  on  fishing 
rods  are  often  so  large  that  instead  of  being  an 
advantage  they  are  a  positive  detriment  to  long- 
distance casting.  The  writer,  after  a  great  deal 
of  experimentirig,  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
a  rod  should  have  four  guides  if  6ft.  long,  and  three 
guides  if  5^ft.  long  or  less,  the  minimum  length  being 
5ft.  ;  and  that  both  the  guides  and  the  top  should 
be  ^in.  calibre — no  more  and  no  less.  This 
conclusion  is  based  on  the  following  arrangement 
of  guides  ^ind  top  :— An  agate  first  guide,  prefer- 
ably 25in.  from  the  reel  and  not  less  than  20in.  ; 
the  guide  raised  well  oft  the  rod  ;  German  silver 
single-ring  guides,  the  ring  quite  thick  and  of  per- 
fectly round  wire,  raised  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
agate  guide,  and  equally  strong  ;  and  an  agate  top 
held  by  two  wires,  ending  in  a  taper  tube,  with  the 
agate  offset  enough  to  ensure  the  free  running  of 
the  line  through  guides  and  top  without  touching 
the  tip  during  delivery.  This  for  casting  with  Joz. 
i-ubber  frogs  or  weights  imder  tournament  con- 
ditions. 

Now  let  us  see  what  Mr.  Tooley  used  in  his  great 
work,  making  the  best  single  cast  on  record,  194ft. 
8in.,  and  averaging  176|ft.  in  five  consecutive 
casts  on  the  grass,  he  standing  on  the  ground  level. 
His  rod  is  4ft.  lOin.  long,  made  in  two  pieces, 
consisting  of  a  ICin.  butt  fitted  with  a  double  hand- 
gras]j  and  the  Kalaraazoo  style  finger  trigger  or 
hook,  so  placed  that  it  would  fit  the  second  finger  of 
the  right  haiid  ;  and  a  tip  42in.  long,  the  material 
of  the  rod  being  split- bamboo,  six-strip.  This  rod 
is  equipped  with  three  agate  guides  and  an  agate 
top.  The  first  guide  is  ^in.  calibre  and  is  ^in.  above 
the  raised  rod  ;  the  second  guide  has  a  calibre  of 
j^in.  and  is  raised  y%in.  ;  the  third  guide,  calibre 


^in.,  is  raised  ^in.  ;  the  top,  calibre  Jin.,  is  raised 
|in.  above  the  plane  of  the  tip. 

While  the  writer's  deductions  and  those  of  Mr. 
Tooley  do  not  agree,  both  prove,  if  anything,  that 
the  immense  guides  seen  on  many  of  the  so-called 
Kalamazoo  style  casting  rods  are  not  necessary  for 
long-distance  bait-casting,  while  Mr.  Tooley's  high 
scores  in  the  Kalamazoo  delicacy  and  accuracy 
events  seem  to  show  that  his  rod  is  equally  adapted 
to  fine  and  long-range  work.  But  the  writer's 
conclusions  were  based  on  the  use  of  metal  guides, 
only  the  first  guide  and  top  being  agate,  whereas 
Mr.  Tooley  employs  agate  exclusively.  In  this 
there  is  an  immense  advantage,  since  smaller  guides 
can  safely  be  used  ;  but  the  writer  proceeded  on 
the  theory  that  very  few  anglers  care  to  expend 
from  $5  to  $10  on  guides  and  tops  alone,  when 
by  using  agate  first  guide  and  top  they  can  reduce 
the  wear  on  the  line  materially.  For  everything 
but  tournament  use  such  guides  are  good  enough. 
It  seems,  therefore,  that  A  in.  is  the  proper  calibre 
for  such  fittings,  for  if  the  calibre  is  decreased 
toward  the  top  there  is  too  much  danger  of  the  line 
sticking  to  the  metal  guides  and  the  top.  Nothing 
apparently  can  be  gained  by  going  above  this 
calibre,  Mr.  Tooley  claiming  the  reverse  applies  ; 
and  the  writar  has  indeed  found  this  to  be  true 
with  reference  to  large  metal  guides,  his  experiments 
including  a  great  deal  of  casting  with  a  rod  4ft.  llf  in. 
in  length,  and  others  of  5ft.,  5|ft.,  6ft.,  and  6ft.  2in. 

Before  going  further,  it  should  be  said  that  the 
reel  used  by  Mr.  Tooley  was  not  specially  made 
for  tournament  use,  but  was  taken  from  the  manu- 
facturer's regular  stock,  was  used  by  him  in  all  his 
recent  fishing,  and  sells  at  a  popular  price  at  tackle 
stores  throughout  the  country.  The  spool  is  long, 
as  it  should  be  for  long-distance  casting,  and  to  be 
under  perfect  control. 

The  writer  regrets  that  he  does  not  know  what 
line  was  used,  but  without  doubt  it  was  H  size,  and 
of  hard  braided  silk,  since  it  is  claimed  by  many 
experts  that  they  can  do  better  casting  with  this 
size  than  with  the  regular  tournament  lines,  and 
this  seems  to  apply  where  one  casts  on  the  grass 
and  the  line  is  always  dry.  It  also  applies  to  very 
hard  lines  used  in  casting  on  the  water  ;  but  an 
H  line  that  will  swell  when  thoroughly  soaked  is 
not  so  good  as  the  tournament  size.  If  one  could 
spool  the  line  evenly  the  smallest  size  would  be 
superior  without  doubt ;  but  one  cannot  do  this 
with  a  quadruple  multiplier  without  devoting  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  it,  and  the  consequence  is 
that  wherever  there  is  an  opening  between  the 
coils  the  line  will  be  pulled  under,  and  this  alone 
causes  overrunning  very  often. 

While  one  can  use  a  short  tournament  rod  for 
both  casting  and  trolling  with  success,  the  longer 
rod  requires  more  skill,  and  is  the  more  sportsman- 
like without  doubt ;  but  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  a  more  satisfactory  weapon  than  the  little  light 
rods  that  come  under  the  modern  term  "  short  bait- 
casting  rods."  A  6oz.  rod  of  6ft.  long,  or  a  trifle 
more,  nicely  balanced,  and  not  thicker  than  15-32in. 
at  the  winding  check,  seems  to  the  writer  to  be 
well  within  the  present-day  trend  toward  lighter 
weapons  for  sport  in  forest  and  stream  ;  and  if  the 
fish  is  given  a  fair  chance  to  escape  and  not  yanked 
up  to  the  boat  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  the 
angler  will  enjoy  the  sport  fully  as  much  as  he  for- 
merly did  with  9ft.  or  10ft.  rods  of  much  greater 
weight.  The  little  60yd.  and  80yd.  free  reels  lack 
great  power.  They  are  not  to  be  regarded  as 
winches  with  which  to  haul  heavy  fish  out  of  the 
wet  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  nor  are  the  short 
rods  intended  to  be  used  as  derricks,  although  they 
are  somewhat  stifier  than  longer  rods  of  the  old 
days.  Employed  properly,  however,  one  can  enjoy 
the  best  of  sport  with  them,  and  it  may  be  a  long 
time  ere  they  lose  popularity. 

Some  good  things  are  being  sho^vn  by  manufac- 
turers and  inventors  now,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
selling  season  for  tackle  for  next  year's  use.  Among 
these  the  writer  has  been  shown  a  line  drier  which 
is  no  larger  than  a  business  envelope,  a  trifle  more 
than  ^in.  thick,  weighs  about  7oz.,  and  has  no  loose 
parts.  It  was  shown  that  in  one  minute  this  device 
could  be  clamped  on  the  rod,  the  hook,  with  sinker, 
cork  or  what  not ;  in  fact,  attached  to  an  eye  made 
for  the  purpose,  the  line  caught  over  two  arms  and 
the  winding  begun.  Sixty  yards  of  line  can  be 
wound  on  it  singly,  or  r20ya.  if  double.  The  rod 
may  be  put  away  in  the  tent  while  the  line  dries, 
and  in  this  shape  the  hooks  are  held  securely  to  the 
drier.  In  the  morning  the  rod  is  taken  out,  the 
line  reeled  off  the  drier  and  the  latter  detached. 


all  without  interfering  with  any  attachments  on 
line  or  rod.  A  simple  arrangement  prevents  the 
line  from  twisting  while  it  is  being  wound  on  the 
device. 

Another  device  that  is  being  perfected,  but 
which  I'api  not  at  liberty  to  describe  at  present, 
is  intended  to  prevent  the  line  on  the  reel  from  over- 
running. It  is  a  very  simple  but  positively  effec- 
tive device,  and  if  put  on  the  market  will  save  the 
begirmer  a  lot  of  trouble,  since  he  can  use  it  with 
a  free-running  multiplier,  yet  all  backlashing  is 
prevented. 

E.  J.  Mills,  who  cast  120ft.  with  the  fly  at  Chicago, 
has  shown  me  a  couple  of  the  weights  used  in  the 
bait-casting  events  there.  With  them  a  good 
many  anglers  may  already  be  familiar,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  are  not,  it  may  be  said  the 
Joz.  weight  is  made  of  hardwood  with  a  brass  eye 
at  the  rear  end  and  a  section  of  lead  at  the  nose, 
this  held  in  place  with  a  round-head  steel  screw.' 
The  length  over  all  is  a  trifle  more  than  2in.,  and 
the  diameter  perhaps  ^in.  The  device  is  in  the 
form  of  a  rather  thick,  short  cigar,  or,  more  properly, 
a  torpedo.  The  "  bow  end  "  has  just  enough  lead 
to  carry  the  weight  smoothly  through  the  air.  The 
|oz.  weight  is  very  little  smaller,  but  of  the  same 
form  and  construction. 

Compared  with  the  soft  rubber  frogs  used  in  the 
tournaments  at  Madison  Square  Garden,  an  expert  ' 
bait-caster  ought  to  double  the  length  of  his  casts, 
using  these  weights.    But  the  frogs  will  not  hurtq 
spectators  in  the  event  of  a  line  breaking  during  , 
a  cast,  whereas  one  of  the  weights  might  cause  " 
severe  injury,  and  such   as  these  will  hardly  lie 
likely  to  find  favour  here.     Besides,  it  requires  skill ' 
of  no  mean  order  to  cast  a  rubber  frog  143ft.  8in., 
as  R.  C.  Leonard  did  last  spring  at  the  Garden, 
where  the  conditions  are  more  trying  than  obtain 
outdoors ;    and   if   any   contestant   breaks   Mr. , 
Leonard's  record,  it  will  be  something  to  be  proud  of.  ( 

The  writer  recently  had  the  pleasure  of  trying  a  * 
rod  fitted  with  guides  of  a  new  design — and  which,  j 
by  the  way,  are  raised  somewhat  like  Mr.  Tooley's 
guides,  referred  to  above.     But  they  are  part  of  a  ^ 
complete  set,  which  will  include  an  agate  first  guide,  j 
two  or  three  hard  metal  guides,  and  an  agate  top, 
and  are  not  yet  perfected,  although  they  seem 
a  great  improvement  over  some  of  the  e: 
types. — Perry  D.  Frazer  in  Forest  and  Streo  j 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k.  ] 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  .i 

first  post  on  Thursday  morning.  J 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS.  5 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  has  been  running  3 

a  very  nice  colour  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  4 

but  sport,  on  the  whole,  has  not  been  of  the  best.  7 

Roach  have  been  feeding  fairly  well  at  times,  and  i 

here  and  there  a  decent  jack  has  been  caught.  * 
Patrons  of  G.  Smith  have  taken  jack  of  91b.  2oz.  and 

81b.  5oz.,  chub  up  to  31b.  4oz.,  and  another  day  about  .; 

251b.  of  roach.    Mr.  Macdonald,  fishing  with  G.  ^ 

Vaughan,  caught  some  nice  jack.    Mr.  Midwinter,  . 

of  the  Working  Men's  Club,  has  caught  a  very  nice  j 

roach,  scaling  21b.  2oz.,  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Littlewood,  a 

of  the  Henley  Angling  Society,  has  caught  jack  up  ^ 

to  71b.  9oz.    Prospects  of  better  sport,  but  the  i 

wind  in  a  warmer  quarter.    One  hundred  and  fifty  j 

three-year-old  trout  have  been  turned  into  the  river  fi 

near  the  bridge  by  the  H.F.P.A. ;  each  fish  was  * 

marked  through  the  adipose  fin  with  a  silver  tablet  ^ 

that  bears  the  inscription — H.F.P.A.,  05.  One  J 
thousand  five  hundred  rudd  are  shortly  to  be 

turned  down  in  the  Henley  reach. — Stanley  Mead.  -.• 

Thames    (Swan    Hotel    Fishery),    Radcot  | 

Bridge,  Fakingdon. — Have  had  fine  sport  in  these  " 

waters  during  the  holidays.    Three  gentlemen  from  i 

Oxford  out  on  Boxing  Day  had  several  good  pike,  i 

largest  121b. — A.  Stracey.  ^ 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  in  good  j 

condition,  and  inclined  to  be  on  the  bright  side.   AH  i 

next  week  the  tides  -n  ill  be  all  right.    Three  days  ' 

with  Messrs.  Parker,  Holt,  S.  Verdon,  and  F.  Sharp,  . , 

fourteen  perch,  eight  jack  (largest,  6^1b.),  few  roach  ^ 

and  dace.    Mr.  Tomlinson,  seven  jack  ;  Mr.  Hide,  y. 

two  jack;  Mr.  H.  Willing,  three  jack;  Mr.  Massey,  \ 

five  jack  :  nothing  over  5lb.    S.  McBride,  two  days,  i 

ten  dozen  roach  and  dace.    H.  Bishop,  one  day,  • 

five  dozen  roach.    One  day  last  week  in  private  | 

water  I  got  fifteen  jack,  but  nothing  over  4lb.  We  ; 
could  do  with  some  rain. — W.  McBride. 

*  Thames  (Wraysbtiry). — The  weather  and  water  | 

have  been  all  one  could  desire  during  the  holidays,  ; 

and  fishing  most  enjoyable.    I  had  some  nice  roach  * 

on  Christmas  Day,  best  fish,  1  lb.  loz.,  and  a  chub  ; 


December  30,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


485 


ot  21b.  5oz.  On  Boxing  Day,  some  perch,  mostly 
about  |lb.,  and  four  jack,  best,  Olb.  3oz.  This 
morning's  (Wednesday)  frost  should  further  improve 
sport  with  perch,  jack,  and  chub. — P.  Brown 
(Fisherman). 

Avon  (Rm£p«rood). — This  river  is  still  very  low 
and  clear,  but  the  pike  are  feeding  very  well.  On 
Dec.  22  Mr.  W.  Stokes  took  nine  pike  of  8 Jib., 
7 Jib.,  7^1b.  and  6Jlb.,  and  five  smaller  ones,  also  a 
perch  of  ^l^lh. ;  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  Mr.  J.  T. 
Saunders  got  three  fish  of  161b.,  61b.  and  5 Jib.  : 
and  Mr.  John  Fry,  four  of  11  lb.,  81b.,  31b.,  and  31b. 
The  smaller  fish  were  returned.  The  161b.  fish  of 
Mr.  Saunders  was  in  splendid  condition. — M.  W. 
Hayxer. 

Exe  and  Canal  (ZSxeter). — Christmas  festivities 
have  engaged  tlie  attention  of  many  of  our  anglers, 
but  those  who  tried  the  Exe  for  pike,  perch,  and 
roach  were  rewarded  with  fair  sport,  and  in 
the  canal  near  Turf,  Topsham,  and  the  Limekilns 
at  the  usual  rendezvous  similar  catches  were  made. 
Tile  weather  has  been  very  genial,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  on  Christmas  Day  a 
bunch  of  ripe  wild  strawberries  were  gathered 
by  Mr.  George  Spencer  at  Ide,  near  the  city. 
At  Exmouth  and'in  the  neighbourhood  some  pollack 
have  been  caught  chiefly  with  the  local  White 
Feather  Fly,  and  three  fish  on  a  cast  of  four  is  not 
at  all  unusual.  Mullet  are  in  the  dock,  but  are 
quite  off  the  feed  at  present — Red  Palmeb. 

Iiea  and  Tribntaries. — There  is  again  little  to 
report.  The  river  has  been  clear  and  sluggish 
during  the  holidays,  and  not  many  anglers  have 
been  out.  Xo  good  sport  is  recorded,  but  should 
the  rain  falling  thLs  morning  (Dec.  28)  continue, 
improved  results  may  be  anticipated,  as  the  river 
would  be  much  benefited  by  a  push  of  water.  Down 
to  the  present  winter  sport  in  the'Lea  has  been  very 
poor  this  season  in  the  public  waters. — Izaak 
Walton. 

iMUgg  and  Arrow  (LeomlnaterK — Both  streams 
continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  most  suitable  for  anglers  to  get 
out,  and  the  grayling  have  been  moving  well  and 
rising  between  eleven  and  two  in  the  day.  Pros- 
pects for  sport  are  good,  and  with  a  little  frost  the 
grayling  should  sport  better.    The  Pinsley  is  clear. 

— GWYKNE. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanjrmy- 
necli). — More  pleasant  weather  during  the  Christmas 
holidays  has  surely  never  been  experienced,  and  the 
only  drawback  in  this  vicinity  was  that  during  the 
afternoon  of  Bank  Holiday  a  fog  made  its  unwelcome 
ippearance,  accompanied  by  a  cutting  north-easterly 
wind,  and  which  considerably  militated  against  sport 
after  midday.  Excursionists,  as  usual,  especially 
anglers,  made  Llanymynech  their  headquarters, 
and  as  all  the  above  rivers  were  in  excellent  con- 
dition, they  enjoyed  themselves  immensely.  One 
Salford  gentleman,  Mr.  T.  Driver  (hon.  sec.  to  the 
County  Palatine  Angling  Association),  had  excellent 
sport  on  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat.  During  his  short 
visit  to  Llanymynech,  in  addition  to  several  nice 
chub  and  other  coarse  fish,  he  secured  nineteen 
beautiful  grayling,  all  in  splendid  condition,  and 
several  of  them  above  the  average  size. — Vybnwy.; 

Snssez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Fine 
weather  has  favoured  us  for  the  Christmas  holidays, 
and  on  Christmas  Day  the  sun  shone  with  genial 
warmth.  The  rivers  are  in  good  order,  and 
many  anglers  have  visited  the  water  side.  From 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse,  Mr.  E.  Brown, 
of  the  Trafalgar  Anglers,  Brighton,  on  Dec  24, 
captured  a  nice  pike  ,of  131b.  3oz.  with  live-bait. 
A  few  fish  were  taken  from  the  Barcombe  district, 
but  nothing  over  5Jlb.  has  been  notified — Mr.  Snel- 
grove  secured  a  ojlb.  fish  above  Barcombe.  The 
Cuckmere  has  yielded  a  few  small  fish.  A  later 
communication  speaks  of  a  nice  chub  of  3|lb.  taken 
by  Mr.  Ablet  at  Isfield,  and  a  nice  bag  of  roach  by 
Mr.  A.  Parlett  —  some  few  fi.sh  up  to  IJlb. 
From  the  Adur,  near  Henfield,  a  few  pike 
are  reported,  but  nothing  over  4|lb.  Chichester 
Canal  is  in  good  order.  Mr.  Grenger  has 
had  a 'few  small  perch.  Spinning  with  artificial 
minnow  small  roach  and  bream  have  afforded  sport, 
and  Mr.  R.  E.  Dyke  captured  a  nice  pike  of  81b.  on 
Dec.  26,  spinning  from  the  basin. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  weather  at  Christmas  was 
very  mild.  Grayling  have  been  on  the  feed  of  late, 
and  have  been  rising  at  midday,  and  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  Sport  has  not  been  brisk,  but 
several  nice  fish  have  been  landed.  Pike  "fishing 
has  been  tried,  and  in  the  Teme  above  Burway  on 
Doc.  23  a  nice  fish  (7lb.)  was  taken  with  live-bait. 
On  Dec.  2.5  Mr.  Hancocks,  with  maggot,  landed  a 
grayling,  l^lb.,  along  the  Folley.  Several  nice  lots 
of  roach,  dace,  perch  and  chub  have  been  caught 
with  maggot. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighhonring 
Rivera. — Our  northern  rivers  are  at  present  r\inning 
fine,  the  weather  here  quite  fine  and  mild.  Conse- 
quently .several  winter  anglers  have  been  out,  sport 


being  good.  The  Tyno  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Corbridgo  is  teeming  with  dace,  and  good  catches 
are  reported  (maggot  swimming)  lower  down.  At 
Wylam,  Mr.  Kent,  a  week  ago,  killed  a  good  basket 
of  dace  and  roach.  The  Glen  has  also  fished  well. 
Two  well-known  Newcastle  anglers  had  heavy 
baskets  on  Dec.  21  and  22,  and  another  angler 
thirty-five  grayling,  all  small  worm;  best  tackle  is 
4x  cast,  2  yards,  fine  wire  Crystal  hook,  size  about  8, 
fine  plaited  silk  line,  well  rubbed  with  reindeer's 
fat. — ^Hy.  a.  Murton. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Christmas  is  again  over,  and  I  trust 
all  readers  have  had  a  right  merry  time.  I  am 
getting  well  on  life's  journey  now,  and  during  a 
long  angling  career  I  have  known  many  mild 
Christmases,  but  I  certainly  never  experienced  a 
milder  one  than  this  year's.  Up  to  now  wintry 
weather  has  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence, 
for  beyond  a  slight  touch  'on  the  hills 
we  have  had  very  little  snow  or  frost 
during  October,  November,  and  December,  conse- 
quently this  has  been  against  grayling  fishing 
with  the  worm,  but  I  and  others  have  been  able  to 
enjoy  a  little  sport  with  fly  fishing  right  up  to 
Christmas;  of  course,  the  rise  has  been  short,  but  any- 
one on  some  waters,  from  10.30  a.m.  up  to  2.30  p.m., 
could  always  pick  up  a  brace  or  two  of  grayling.  On 
Thursday  there  was  a  freshet  in  the  Yore,  Swale,  and 
W^harfe,  and  this  will  improve  sport.  The  roach 
have  fed  much  .better  in  the  deeps  than  has  been 
the  case  for  'some  weeks,  and,  no  doubt  owing  to 
the  mild  weather,  are  taking  the  gentle  much  better 
than  the  little  red  worm.  Last  week-end  a  fair 
number  of  anglers  were  out  in  the  lower  reaches. 
Sport  on  the  whole  was  fair  amongst  the 
dace  and  grayling  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and 
Ripon.  The  Wharfe  is  running  fairly  clear 
but  high  from!  the  rain  which  has  fallen  on  the 
hUls  in  the  :  upper  reaches  during  the  Christmas 
holidays.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  but 
sport  has  been  only  moderate  amongst  the  gray- 
ling. In  the  lower  reaches,  a  number  of  rods  have 
been  out  on  the  lengths  at  Harewood,  Woodhall, 
CoUingham,  and  Boston,  but  sport  was  poor, 
beyond  a  brace  or  so  being  the  best  in  these 
districts.  At  Tadcaster  and  UUeskelf,  a  number 
of  bottom  fishermen  have  been  out,  sport  has  only 
been  moderate  and  slow.  On  Dec.  25  Mr.  Andrew 
Bacon  had  a  nice  chub,  weighing  41b.  3oz.,  which 
has  been  sent  to  me  for  preservation.  The  Nidd 
has  been  in  fair  condition,  sport  in  the  upper 
reaches  has  been  quiet.  In  the  lower  reaches  last 
week-end  sport  was  fair  at  Knaresboro',  Walshford 
Bridge,  and  Hunsingore.  On  Thursday  Mr. 
H.  H.  Butterfield  had  a  nice  catch  of 
roach  and  dace,  weighing  close  upon  71b. 
Mr.  Fenwick  had  also  a  nice  catch  of  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  Higham,  of  Rock  Inn,  had  nice  sport 
amongst  the  chub  with  cheese  paste.  The  Derwent 
is  low  and  clear.  A  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  in  the  upper  reaches  after  pike.  Sport,  on  the 
whole,  has  been  quiet,  although  a  fine  pike  weighing 
16Jlb.  was  caught  at  Jeddingham  the  other  day. 
Prospects  are  better,  although  the  winds  are  high 
and  bitterly  cold. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland. — Scientific  experiments  with 
live  fish  have  been  undertaken  during  the  past 
week  by  Mr.  Calderwood  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and 
some  other  important  northern  salmon  streams. 
Assisted  by  Mr.  Duncan  and  some  practical  nets- 
men,  several  nauls  were  made  on  the  Dee  on  Dec. 
20,  and  the  kelts  weighed,  measured,  labelled  and 
duly  returned  to  the  water.  On  the  Don  on 
Dec.  21  the  same  operations  were  undertaken  at 
Boxburn,  when  the  Sauch  Hole  was  netted,  and 
a  good  few  kelts,  both  male  and  female,  duly 
marked  and  returned  for  future  observation.  The 
rivers  on  both  days  were  somewhat  high  for 
netting  purposes ;  however,  a  good  few  specimen 
fish  were  got,  so  that  the  operations  were  not 
altogether  barren.  Other  markings  will  take 
place  as  chance  occurs  and  the  season  progresses. 
Run  of  salmon  on  the  Dee. — On  Dec.  24  an  enormous 
run  of  early  spring  fish  was  observed  on  the  Dee — 
the  first  fruits  of  the  coming  season.  They  were  of 
the  smaller  early  spring  order,  but  among  them  were 
the  usual  winter  (larger)  fish  known  as  "kinavegs," 
which  spawn  about  Christmas,  and  are  rarely  seen 
beyond  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee,  and  seldom, 
if  ever,  met  with  by  netsmen  or  anglers.  At  the 
netting  operations  last  week  a  good  few  fresh  fish 
were  met  with,  and  altogether  the  season  promised, 
with  the  long  apell  of  open  weather  and  favouring 
flood,  to  be  an  early  and  prolific  one.  It  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing  for  fresh  run  fish  to  bo  observed 
on  the  Dee  on  New  Year's  Day  at  Potarch,  and 
when  this  is  the  case  the  season,  cueleris  paribus,  is 
usually  a  prolific  as  well  as  an  early  one. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. —  Since  the  angling  on  the 
olway  rivers  expired  on  Nov.  15,  the  waters  have 


been  in  the  very  best  condition  for  fish  ascending  to 
the  upper  stretches.  The  chief  spawning  beds  are 
well  occupied  with  breeding  salmon,  but  a  goodly 
number  aro  lying  back  in  the  pools,  and  will  not  get 
on  the  redds  for  another  fortnight  or  so.  Last 
week  several  now  fish  were  observed  running  in  the 
Annan,  off  the  tides,  but  whether  these  were  late 
autumn  fish  or  spring  salmon  it  would  be  difficult 
to  say.  No  doubt  this  river  gets  a  few  spring  fish 
every  year,  but  the  angling  in  the  river  opens  too 
late  for  success  attending  the  rods.  The  weather 
has  been  very  mild  and  open  for  a  month,  though 
there  is  a  sharp  nipping  frost  to-day  ( Wedne.sday). 
— Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  continues 
favourable,  and  spawning  has  gone  satisfactorily 
enough.  I  regret,  however,  to  state  that  the  long 
spell  of  inactivity  of  poachers  has  been  broken  on 
the  Cummeragh.  Last  week  the  river  was  raided, 
but  \\t  is  believed  that  the  poaching  party  were 
prevented  from  doing  much  harm.  The  raid  took 
place  as  usual  at  night.  The  pohce  and  watchers 
were  quickly  on  the  scene  and  the  poachers  de- 
camped, and  were  followed  by  the  police  and 
watchers,  but  none  of  them  were  captured.  The 
poachers  knowing  every  inch  of  the  locality  found 
it  nevertheless  perhaps  a  difficult  matter  to  escape, 
but  it  was  impossible  to  get  up  to  them  on  a  dark 
night  in  a  district  covered  with  bogs,  morass,  and 
gripes. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Fishing  patrons  of  the  pier 
mustered  in  smaller  force  than  usual  during  the 
recent  holiday,  and  sport  proved  abnormally 
slow  to  those  unable  to  take  advantage  of  the 
early  morning  and  the  evening  fishing,  the  water 
throughout  daylight  hours  remaining  too  bright 
to  warrant  anyone  to  expect  to  make  a  bag. 
Among  others  recently  fishing  have  been  Mr., 
Mrs.,  Miss  and  Master  Waddington,  Mr.  Brient, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cocks,  Mr.  Goldsmith,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  Dixon,  but  many  others  have  put  in  an 
appearance  for  shorter  or  longer  periods  on  different 
days.  On  Dec.  23  some  fine  bags  of  codling  and  dabs 
were  made  in  the  evening,  but  whiting  were  few  in 
numbers  and  small  in  size,  Mr.  Waddell's  catch  being 
the  heaviest  out  of  seven.  Mr.  Glen  started  well 
on  the  morning  of  Dec.  24  by  obtaining  nine  dabs 
in  quick  succession,  but  the  remainder  of  the  day 
yielded  very  badly  indeed  until  darkness  had  closed 
in,  and  a  few  good  individual  catches  were  then 
made.  Large  numbers  of  anglers,  chiefly  local,  spent 
most  of  the  day  upon  the  pier  on  Dec  25,  but  little 
worthy  of  record  was  made  by  any  of  them,  though 
several  remained  in  position  until  Christmas  Day 
had  all  but  passed  into  bygone  time.  On  Tuesday, 
Dec.  26,  Mr.  Tarling,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Collyer 
found  a  little  sport  from  dabs  only,  no  other  species 
being  in  evidence,  but  in  the  evening  those  gentle- 
men did  remarkably  well  among  codling,  pouting, 
and  dabs,  as  did  also  Mr.  Sard  and  Mr.  Arnold. 
Mr.  Minchin  and  Mr.  Harding  put  in  an  appearance 
on  Wednesday,  Dec.  27,  but  little  resulted  from  the 
efforts  of  a  dozen  rodsters  until  after  sunset. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgfate. — We  have  had  splendid  weather  for 
the  holidays,  but  few  anglers  seem  to  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  same.  Codling  and  flatfish  are 
still  plentiful,  especially  the  former,  but  whiting 
are  non  eat.  A  few  boats  have  been  out,  the  average 
takes  running  between  three  and  four  score.  Mr. 
David  Pine,  piloted  by  Miller,  has  been  lucky  with 
the  codling  and  flatfish,  including  in  the  latter 
some  very  fine  flounders.  From  the  West  Pier, 
Mr.  Birkett  has  succeeded  in  landing  from  eight  to 
ten  nice  fish  a  night  on  the  evening  tide,  and  one 
or  two  others  have  done  equally  well  from  the 
Iron  Pier.  Weather  cold,  but  .settled.  Week-end 
prospects  favourable. — Grey  Mullett. 

Plymouth. — Very  few  fishermen  have  been  out 
during  the  week.  I  am  afraid  mince-pies  and 
pudding  have  been  the  sport  looked  after,  although 
I  saw  some  poor  chaps  out  on  the  whiting  ground 
on  Sunday  and  Christmas  Day.  I  expect  want  of 
food  drove  them  out  at  such  a  time  ;  I  know  the 
times  have  not  been  very  bright  lately.  Plerity  of 
mullet  to  be  had  in  the  docks  and  at  Turnchapel 
Pier.  The  pouting  and  small  whiting  in  the 
Sound  have  been  giving  good  sport,  and  the 
weather  being  warm  several  have  been  out.  I  ha\  e 
been  given  a  fresh  spot  for  whiting  in  the  Sound, 
but  I  have  not  had  time  to  try  it  yet.  I  saw  some 
very  fine  ones  that  were  taken  there,  and  they  were 
true  whiting,  not  pouts.  Tho  herring  boats  went 
out  on  Dec.  26,  and  had  rough  weather,  some  came 
back,  but  those  that  went  too  far  stuck  to  it.  They 
deserve  all  they  get,  for  the  weather  was  not  at  all 
nice. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 
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A  mirthf  ul  man  was  he — the  snows  of  age. 
Fell,  but  they  did  not  chill  his  gaiety 
Even  in  life's  closing,  touch'd  his  teeming  brain 
With  such  bright  visions  as  the  setting  sun 
Raises  in  front  of  some  hoar  glacier. 
Painting  the  bleak  ice  with  a  thousand  hues. 

— Scott. 


Vol.  LI.  !  Quite  correct.  The  volume  which 
concludes  in  this  nuniber  (Dec.  30,  1905)  contains  a 
four-page  index,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  as  use- 
ful to  future  readers  as  it  has  been  in  the  past.  On 
Jan  6,  1906,  the  first  number  of  Vol.  LII.  will  be 
published.  This  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for 
becoming  annual  (or  half-yearly)  subscribers. 
Address,  with  cheque  or  postal  order,  "Manager, 
Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  E.G." 


Capture  of  a  Lea  Pike. 
A  FINE  pike,  weighing  l4lb.  6oz.,  length,  2ft.  llin., 
was  caught  in  the  Lea  at  Waltham  Abbey  on  Sun- 
day morning,  Dec.  24,  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Ward,  after  a 
few  minutes'  exciting  play.  It  is  the  largest  pike 
that  has  been  caught  in  this  district  for  many 
years,  and  was  captured  while  live-baiting  with  a 
small  roach  from  the  towing-path  near  the  horse- 
bridge  below  Waltham  Town  Lock,  and  was  on 
show  on  Dec.  26  in  the  King's  Arms,  with  four 
smaller  ones  that  were  caught  in  the  Broadwater 
at  Enfield  Lock  on  Christmas  Day.  All  the  fish 
were  in  splendid  cdndition. 


As  customary  no  meeting  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society  was  held  on  Tuesday  (Boxing 
Day)  this  week.  On  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  2,  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  will  precede  the  ordinary 
gathering  ;  members  will  also  do  well  to  take  notice 
that  the  annual  general  meeting  is  appointed  to 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  Fbb.  13,  when  the  report 
and  accounts  for  the  past  year  will  be  submitted. 


Fab-distant  images  draw  nigh, 

Call'd  forth  by  wondrous  potency 

Of  beamy  radiance,  that  imbues 

Whate'er  it  strikes  with  gem-like  hues ! 

In  vision  exquisitely  clear, 

Herds  range  along  the  mountain-side ; 

And  glistening  antlers  are  descried  ; 

And  gilded  flocks  appear. 

Thine  is  the  tranquil  hour,  purpureal  Eve ! 

But  long  as  god-like  wish,  or  hope  divine. 

Informs  my  spirit,  ne'er  can  I  believe 

That  this  magnificence  is  wholly  thine  ! 

— From  worlds  not  quicken'd  by  the  sun 

A  portion  of  the  gift  is  won; 

An  intermingling  of  Heaven's  pomp  is  spread 

On  ground  which  British  shepherds  tread ! 

— WOED  SWORTH. 


Lovers  of  the  picturesque  will  be  delighted  to 
hear  that  Gowbarrow  Fell  and  Aira  Force,  two  of 
the  most  beautiful  bits  of  scenery  in  the  Lake 
District,  are  to  be  preserved  in  their  natural  con- 
dition for  ever.  This  happy  result  is  due  to  the 
ef?ort8  of  the  National  Trust  for  Places  of  Historic 
Interest  or  Natural  Beauty.  When  Gowbarrow 
Fell  was  threatened  with  disfigurement  some  time 
since  this  body  made  a  strong  appeal  for  funds 
with  which  to  purchase  the  land.  Recently  it  was 
announced  that  the  £12,000  required  had  been 
secured,  1350  donors  having  come  forward.  There 
is  still  something  left,  however,  as  the  trust  has  an 
option  for  five  years  of  further  land  adjacent  to  the 
Glen  and  UUswater  Lake.  This  would  be  a  most 
valuable  addition,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  what 
is  needed  may  be  found  as  it  has  been  for  Gowbarrow 
Fell.  The  latter,  by  the  way,  is  the  giant  ridge 
that  overlooks  UUswater  at  its  most  picturesque 
point.  From  its  height  comes  Aira  Force,  which 
many  tourists  consider  the  finest  waterfall  in  Cum- 
berland. The  stream,  which  has  its  rise  near  a 
portion  of  the  Fell  known  as  the  Great  Dodd,  hurls 
itself  over  the  bold  and  rugged  rocks  in  a  leap  of 
eighty  feet.  Such  a  Christmas  gift  as  this  to  the 
nation  will  assuredly  win  for  the  trust  the  warmest 
gratitude. 


DaBiNO  the  "  holidays  "  one  of  my  grandchildren 
asked  me  who  wrote  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin."  The 
young  lady  is  only  olovon  years  of  age,  and  was 
extremely  famiUar  with  all  the  characters,  especially 
"  Topsy."  It  was  then  I  told  her  that  the  book 
was  written  by  no  mortal  hand,  or  pen,  or  pencil ; 
and  then  she  learned  that  it  was  written  by  Harriet 
Beecher  (s)  toe. 


My  old  friend,  Harry  Hall,  who  writes  in  the 
Wigan  Observer  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Izaak 
Junior,"  is  responsible  for  the  following,  which  I 
"  annex  "  without  further  apology ; — 

"  A  Story  of  Mr.  Pike. 
"  Years  ago,  Ribohester,  Langho,  and  other  de- 
lightful spots  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  River 
Ribble  were  most  popular  resorts  with  anglers  from 
this  district,  and  many  a  full  basket  has  been  taken 
after  perhaps  only  a  few  hours'  fishing.  Latterly, 
however— probably  owing  to  the  policy  of  the  con- 
servators in  doing  their  utmost  to  destroy  the  coarse 
fish  in  the  interest  of  salmon  and  trout— the  water 
has  been  much  less  frequented  by  those  in  search 
of  roach  and  pike.  An  old  habittU  of  the  river, 
who,  by  the  way,  is  now  the  popular  and  portly 
president  of  a  newly-formed  angling  club  in  Wigan, 
the  other  evening  related  to  me  an  experience  that 
befell  him  some  years  ago  when  on  a  reaching 
expedition. 

*  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

"It  would  appear  that  for  some  time  the  authori- 
ties had  been  sorely  perplexed  how  to  deal  with  a 
supposed  pike  that  had  in  some  mysterious  manner 
made  his  presence  uncomfortably  felt  in  one  of  the 
best  protected  portions  of  the  river.  The  game 
fish,  it  was  known,  were  being  destroyed  to  an 
alarming  extent ;  as  time  went  by,  the  mystery 
deepened,  until  the  conservators  decided  that  the 
giant  fish  that  was  known  to  be  [prowling  about 
and  devastating  the  water  could  bo  no  other  than 
'  Mr.  Pike,'  and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to 
issue  notices  (which  were  posted  upon  most  of  the 
bridges  and  prominent  places  in  the  vicinity) 
offering  a  reward  of  ten  shillings  to  the  person  who 
should  be  successful  in  capturing  the  imwelcome 
intruder. 

*  ♦  •  »  • 

"  About  this  time  our  friend  decided  to  spend  a 
week-end  in  the  vicinity,  arriving  on  the  Saturday 
evening,  with  the  intention  of  being  up  betimes  the 
following  morning.  He  was  totally  unconscious  of 
the  proffered  offer  of  the  conservators,  and  before 
turning  out  in  the  morning  mine  host  at  the  inn 
drew  attention  to  the  same,  adding  that  it  was  the 
talk  of  the  place,  and  that  various  devices  had  been 
resorted  to  in  the  attempt  to  catch  the  fish  and 
thus  earn  the  prize,  but  all  in  vain. 

"  '  I'll  see  what  I  can  do,'  was  the  first  thought 
that  ran  through  the  fisherman's  mind,  and  he 
remembered  that  he  had  brought  a  live  frog  with 
him,  and  thereupon  determinad  to  try  this  mode  of 
capturing  the  giant  fish.  After  giving  orders  for 
his  breakfast,  he  proceeded  to  the  river,  and  the 
news  soon  got  bruited  about  that  another  angler 
was  making  the  attempt  to  kill  the  monster,  and 
quite  a  crowd  watched  his  preparations,  which 
were  performed  with  the  utmost  composure.  He 
attached  the  lively  bait  to  his  line,  but  had  some 
little  difficulty  in  persuading  the  animal  to  take  to 
the  water,  his  intention  being  to  force  the  frog 
across  the  stream. 

*  •  *  *  « 

"  After  a  short  time,  however,  his  efforts  were 
crowned  with  success,  the  onlookers  in  the  mean- 
time being  on  the  tip-toe  of  expectancy.  In  a  much 
briefer  space  of  time  than  it  takes  to  chronicle  the 
effort,  a  fine  specimen  of  the  supposed  eaox  lucius 
takes  the  tempting  bait,  and  a  fight  for  supremacy 
ensues  betwixt  fish  and  fisherman.  In  the  end  the 
latter  was  the  victor,  and  he  quickly  transferred  his 
capture  to  the  basket  ere  the  onlookers  could  get 
over  their  surprise.  Of  course,  the  news  quickly 
spread  abroad  that  '  th*  big  pike's  bin  catched,'  and 
the  bank  ranger  was  on  the  scene  in  a  short  time. 
,  *  ♦  »  ♦  * 

"  And  now  comes  the  other  side  of  the  story. 
The  angler  was  at  once  complimented  by  the  keeper 
on  his  skill,  and  was  of  course  anxious  to  see  the 
enemy  that  had  caused  so  much  trouble  to  the  con- 
servators, and  asked  to  see  the  fish.  '  It's  in  the 
bag,'  said  the  angler,  calmly,  '  take  it  out,'  and  this 
he  proceeded  to  do,  expecting,  of  course,  to  see  one 
of  the  jack  tribe.  His  surprise  may  be  better 
imagined  than  described,  for,  on  casting  a  cursory 
glance  at  the  fish,  it  was  found  that  an  imcom- 
monly  lusty  specimen  of  the  trout  family  had  been 
taken. 

*  •  •  •  • 

"  '  Don't  you  know,'  said  the  bank  ranger,  '  that 
you  are  liable  to  a  fine  of  five  pounds  for  taking 
trout  illegally  and  without  a  licence  ?  '  The  angler 
professed  ignorance  that  he  had  done  anything 
wrong,  and  pointed  to  the  fact  that  ten  shillings 
was  offered  for  the  capture  of  the  '  pike,'  and  this 
sum  ho  asked  should  be  handed  over  to  him  for  his 
trouble.  He  failed  to  convince  the  water  bailiff  to  his 
way  of  thinking,  and  was  informed  the  fish  would 
have  to  be  confiscated,  and  that  he  would  have  to 
appear  before  the  board.    The  angler,  however,  got 


the  better  of  the  argument  in  the  end,  for  though  he 
lost  both  fish  and  prize-money,  in  a  few  days  he  re- 
ceived by  post  a  kindly  note  with  cheque  for  a 
guinea,  together  with  a  cordial  invitation  to  have  a 
day's  free  fishing  whenever  he  thought  fit.  I  forgot 
to  say  that  the  fish  was  a  beautiful  sea- trout  of 
some  6Jlb.,  and  that  the  troubles  of  the  conser- 
vators were  afterwards  at  an  end." 


How  Cubans  Catch  Turtles. 

A  queer  fish,  called  by  the  '^Spaniards  the  reve, 
is  very  useful  to  the  Cubans  when  turtle  fishing. 
It  has  an  oval  plate  attached  to  its  head,  whose 
surface  is  traversed  by  parallel  ridges.  By  this 
plate  it  can  firmly  adhere  to  any  solid  body  it  may 
choose.  The  boats  which  go  in  quest  of  turtles  each 
carry  a  tub  containing  some  of  these  reves.  When 
the  sleeping  turtles  are  seen  they  are  cautiously 
approached,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  judged  to  be 
near  enough  a  reve  is  thrown  into  the  sea.  Upon 
perceiving  the  turtle  its  instinct  teaches  it  to  swim' 
right  towards  it  and  fix  itself  firmly  upon  the 
creature  by  its  sucking  disc.  Sooner  would  the 
reve  allow  itself  to  be  pulled  to  pieces  than  to  give 
up  its  grip.  A  ring  attached  to  the  tail  of  the  fish, 
in  which  a  string  is  fastened,  allows  the  fisherman 
to  pull  in  his  prize.  By  a  peculiar  manipulation 
the  reve  is  induced  to  let  go,  and  returned  to  the 
tub  to  be  ready  for  use  again  when  the  next  turtle 
is  sighted. 


Business  Man  :  "  I've  lost  a  good  deal  of  time 
in  my  life."  Clergyman:  "By  frittering  it  away, 
I  suppose."  Business  Man:  "No,  by  being  punc- 
tual to  ray  appointments." 


The  Free  Water  of  the  Wyk. 

Ho  !  Fishers  of  Hoarwithy, 
Who  fish  in  the  waters  free, 

Let  every  man 

Fill  up  his  can, 
And  drink  to  the  waters  free. 

The  Ladies  of  Walford  HUl— 
To  their  memory  let  us  fill — 

Gave  us  the  right 

We'll  hold  it  tight. 
And  ever  keep  fishing  still. 

Of  common,  of  stream  and  land, 
The  safety,  my  boys,  demand ; 

Some  by  a  job 

Would  like  to  rob 
The  poor  of  water  and  land. 

Ho  !  Fishers  of  Hoarwithy, 
Who  fish  in  the  waters  free, 

Let  every  man 

Do  what  he  can, 
And  fight  for  the  waters  free. 

— John  Lloyd. 


The  following  arrived  too  late  for  classification : — 
Thames — General  Remarks. 

The  river  has  become  very  low  and  clear  again, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  fish  in  fairly  deepish  water. 
There  is  a  medium  stream,  but  the  temperature  of 
the  water  remains  low.  There  have  not  been  many 
anglers  out,  and  consec  lently  there  is  little  to 
report.  Christmas  Day  as  a  grand  one,  and  many 
anglers  tried  an  hour  or  two  in  midday  for  roach, 
but  the  fish  were  feeding  shyly  and  the  bites  were 
scarcely  perceptible.  I  had  a  turn  at  Kingston, 
but  did  not  do  muc"  good.  The  K.P.S.  Boxing 
Day  Competition  a'  Staines  for  pike  was  won  by 
Mr.  F.  Sands,  but  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  competitors. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Although  I  have  received  several  invitations  to 
"sample"  some  splendid  waters  (not  ApoUinaris), 
and  to  be  present  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Anglo- 
French  Piscatorials  one  or  two  days  to  join  in  the 
festivities,  which,  tmder  the  aegis  of  Secretary  King, 
Messrs.  A.  Abrahams,  R.  Jacobs,  Francp  and 
Monniet,  are  so  enjoyable,  I  may  as  well  own  up 
and  say  at  once  that  I've  done  no  fishing,  and  very 
little  feasting.  The  "Fireside  Swim  "  has  proved 
more  conducive  to  my  comfort. 

HI  *  *  *  * 

I  did  intend  to  give  the  names  and  addresses  of 
all  the  best  anglers  in  the  world,  that  is  so  far  as 
the  year  1905  has  accounted  for  them  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Then,  although  I  did  not  patronise  any  of 
the  pantomimes,  nor  listen  to  Canon  Scott  Holland's 
eloquent  sermon  at  St.  Paul's,  or  visit  the  work- 
houses and  make  a  long  speech  to  the  hungry  in- 
mates while  their  dinner  was  getting  cold,  or  count 
the  plums  in  the  pudding  which  we  had  the  week 
before  the  "special  pudding"  was  published,  like 
yourselves,  I  have  read  all  about  them,  and 
promise  that  for  this  year,  at  least,  you  shall  not 
be  further  inflicted  by  Dragnet. 


December  30,  1905 
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Pfoviiieial  flfigling  liotes 

must  arrive  ly  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  anglers  in  other  towns 
to  know  that  our  Birmingham  Corporation  have 
just  advertised  in  our  local  papers  that  yearly- 
tickets  may  be  obtained  for  the  following  waters  : — 
The  reservoirs  at  Shustoke  and  Whitacre  and  the 
adjacent  streams,  five  guineas  each  ;  these  waters 
contain  trout,  and  are  kept  chiefly  for  fly  fishing. 
The  Middle  Witton  Reservoir,  one  guinea  each.  The 
Lower  Witton  Reservoir,  three  guineas.  The  Perry 
Reservoir,  one  guinea ;  this  water  contains  coarse 
fish  only,  and  will  be  restocked  early  next  year.  The 
Plants  Brook  Reservoir,  one  guinea.  The  Gravelly 
Hill  Reservoir,  fourteen  tickets  at  one  shilling  per 
day,  a  limit  to  the  size  of  Gsh  to  be  taken  is  fixed, 
and  the  close  season  is  strictly  observed.  The  Perry 
Reservoir  was  offered  to  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion, but  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  £40 
per  year  is  too  much  for  the  water.  All  our  clubs 
have  had  a  very  successful  year,  all  of  them  ter- 
minating the  year  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner ; 
the  financial  portion  of  the  business  has  been  good, 
and  in  many  instances  a  balance,  after  paying  off  the 
liabilities,  remains  to  the  credit  of  the  majority  of  the 
clubs,  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  commence  the  year 
with  a  clean  sheet.  The  White  Swan  Club,  which  is 
connected  with  the  P.A.A.,  have  had  a  splendid  year, 
they  finished  the  year  with  280  members,  and  have 
a  number  of  new  members  coming  in  next  year ; 
they  have  paid  all  their  water-rents  in  advance,  and 
carry  forward  a  substantial  balance.  At  their 
annual  meeting  last  week,  Mr.  W.  Bagley,  the  hon. 
sec,  was  presented  with  five  guineas  for  services 
rendered  to  the  club,  and  Mrs.  Bagley  two  guineas. 
Mr.  Douglas  Brown  ("Brown  Owl"  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette),  who  is  a  member  of  this  club,  will  give  a 
lecture  with  limelight  views  at  the  club-house,  the 
White  Swan,  Edmund-street,  at  an  early  date ;  this 
will  be  followed  with  another  lecture,  illustrated 
with  limelight  views,  by  Dr.  Mabberley.  Mr.  D. 
Brown  has  been  giving  his  lectures  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Sunday  Evening  Lecture  Societies 
at  some  of  our  Board  Schools,  and  has,  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  met  with  success.  The  Gun  Society  have 
1  a  prosperous  year,  they  have  spent  £36  in 
zes,  and  each  of  the  144  members  received  a 
idend  of  9s.  each.  Some  nice  roach  were  taken 
m  the  Severn,  near  to  Bewdley,  on  Dec  2L 
Good  sport  has  been  the  rule  on  the  Severn,  the 
fish  being  well  on  the  feed.  The  Trent,  at  Al- 
.  rewas,  has  provided  good  sport  with  the  roach  and 
pike.  On  the  morning  of  Dec.  i2,  a  pike  of  15jlb. 
was  taken  from  Witton  reservoir. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

It  is  a  long  time  since  Christmas  angling  has 
been  favoured  with  such  delightful  weather,  and, 
with  roach  in  a  feeding  humour,  bottom  fishermen 
have  been  able  to  pursue  their  sport  to  their  heart's 
content.  The  waters,  too,  have  been  in  excellent 
condition,  and  sport  far  a""  >ve  the  average  for  the 
time  of  year.  If  I  might  enumerate  places  where 
probably  the  best  fun  ha=i  b  ?n  obtained,  I  should 
say  the  Bardney  and  Southrey  reaches  of  the 
Witham  and  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Sleaford 
Canal.  Hereabouts  worm  bait  has  accounted  for 
baskets  of  fish  weighing  up  to  2.51b.  Forty-foot 
subscribers  have  done  best  on  i  >  upper  reaches, 
and  in  addition  to  having  a  good  time  amongst  the 
roach,  they  have  creeled  some  good  perch  up  to 
21b.  apiece.  From  the  reports  to  hand,  nothing 
heavier  than  a  91b.  pike  has  been  killed  on  tlie 
Witham,  but  a  brace  which  were  taken  by  one  rod 
on  the  Forty-foot  weighed  121b.  and  91b.  respec- 
tively. Another  angler  accounted  for  a  brace  and 
a  half  of  pike  averaging  5Jlb.  apiece. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  during  the  Christmas  holidays  was  fairly 
good  at  times,  and  from  the  top  stretches  of  the 
River  Hull  some  nice  roach  were  secured,  going 
from  |lb.  to  about  1  lb.  each,  both  paste  and  maggots 
accounting  for  decent  fish.  Some  good  dace  were 
also  taken  in  the  Brighara  district.  The  Driffield 
Canal  has  been  in  nice  condition,  and  several 
good  roach  and  perch  taken,  the  former  with  pa-ito 
and  the  latter  with  worms.  A  few  nice  pike  have 
also  been  secured  with  live-bait  fishing  at  the 
various  beck-ends.  Reports  from  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  have  also  been  fairly  good  for  the 
tSme  of  year.  A  few  of  our  local  anglers  visited  the 
Lincolnshire  waters  and  succeeded  fairly  well  both 
in  pike  and  roach  fishing.  The  Commissioners  of  the 
River  Ancholme  are  again  attending  to  restocking, 
,  and  turned  into  tho  river  at  Brigg  a  few  days  ago 
■  500  nice  tench.  On  Dec.  17  the  fit.  Leger  Anghng 
Association  brought  their  season  to  a  close,  and 


fished  a  match  in  the  River  Hull,  at  Wilfholme, 
and  secured  some  nice  fish,  Mr.  C.  Turner  weighing 
in  7lb.  for  first  prize,  Mr.  C.  Dunbar  41b.  9oz.,  Mr. 
R.  Dunbar  41b.  O^oz.,  and  Mr.  R.  Thompson  came 
in  fourth  with  21b.  13Joz.  This  club  will  hold  their 
annual  meeting  on  Jan.  1(5.  Codling  anglers  aro 
having  fairly  good  sport  in  the  River  Humber  at 
Paull  and  Well's  Craig  ;  also  from  the  foreshores  at 
Hull,  with  mussels  as  bait.  On  Dec.  14,  the  Hol- 
derness  Angling  Association  held  their  annual 
dinner,  and  a  most  enjoyable  and  interesting 
evening  was  spent,  and  amongst  the  annual  prize 
winners  Mr.  William  Crossland  secured  the  gold 
medal  for  most  points  during  the  past  season  for 
third  time  in  succession.  Mr.  C.  S.  Sprigg  was  also 
the  recipient  of  a  gold  medal,  and  about  twenty- 
four  other  members  received  special  prizes. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

In  the  absence  of  the  usual  report  from  the 
BoUin,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  although 
the  weather  was  favourable  it  has  disappointed  its 
patrons.  At  Liverpool,  anglers  have  been  very 
busy,  and  a  few  good  caftches  are  mentioned  from 
Chester  and  North  Wales.  At  Warrington,  feeds, 
etc.,  seem  to  be  all  there  is  to  report;  true,  a  few 
have  been  fishing,  but  with  poor  results. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

What  our  city  rods  have  been  doing  during 
Christmas  is  best  known  to  themselves,  for  there 
is  no  chance  of  getting  to  know  up  to  the  time  of 
writing.  Many  have  been  away  to  favourite 
resorts,  and,  as  the  weather  has  baen  very  open, 
and  streams  in  good  order,  they  should  have  done 
well.  Dinners,  and  other  dyspeptic  functions,  are, 
of  course,  the  leading  items  of  interest.  There  is  a 
lot  of  annual  balance-sheets,  etc.,  in  Evidence. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Boxing  Day — the  chief  and  most  popvilar  of  the 
festive  season — was,  unfortunately,  extremely  raw 
and  foggy,  and  enthusiasts  who  ventured  out  soon, 
apparently,  grew  weary  of  watching  their  floats. 
Early  retreats  were  the  order,  and  I  am  afraid,  after 
careful  inquiry,  that  very  few  fish  of  any  kind  were 
caught.  At  Shardlow,  Mr.  H.  Atkinson,  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society,  ran  and  landed  a  brace  of  pike 
with  the  spinner,  and  odd  fish  were  got  in  the  Kelham 
and  Averham  districts.  Chub  were  taken,  principally 
with  greaves,  on  other  parts  of  the  river,  which  con- 
tinues to  run  at  pretty  nearly  the  heights  of  summer. 
Rain  is  sorely  needed  in  order  to  bring  on  a  rise. 
Until  we  have  one,  roach  are  sure  to  ignore  the  worm. 
Odd  fish  have  fallen  to  the  tight-floating  process 
in  the  eddies  adjoining  the  banks,  but  as  to  a 
swimming  bait  they  will  scarcely  look  at  it. 
Maggots  are  very  scarce,  and  dace  alone  seem  to 
prefer  them.  I  deeply  regret  to  record  the  death, 
on  Sunday  morning,  of  Mr.  Arthur  Neep,  of  the 
Boulevard,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham.  The 
deceased,  a  man  of  extremely  fine  physique,  was  a 
most  expert  angler  and  a  game  shot  above  the 
average.  Some  few  years  ago,  in  one  of  the  lakes 
in  old  Sherwood  Forest,  he  performed  an  extra- 
ordinary pike  fishing  feat,  getting,  in  fact,  eight 
fish  that  weighed  upwards  of  1601b.  He. was  highly 
respected  amongst  a  large  circle  of  sporting  and 
other  friends,  and  much  sympathy  is  felt  for  the 
widow.    He  succumbed  to  internal  cancer. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  unusually  mild  during  the 
past  week,  and  a  good  number  of  anglers  have  en- 
joyed their  holidays  by  the  water  side,  visiting  many 
well-known  fishing  resorts.  The  rivers  are  all  in  first- 
rate  condition  and  a  nice  height,  and  the  fly  was 
used  successfully  in  the  middle  part  of  the  day,  but 
the  best  fish  were  taken  with  the  maggot,  and 
some  good  creels  of  fish  were  brought  home.  Mr. 
L.  F.  Higgs  .visited  his  preserved  water  on  the 
Teme  near  Ludlow,  and  had  a  splendid  basket  of 
grayling  (13Jlb.),  .seven  of  the  fish  being  over  lib. 
each.  Mr.  M.  Probert  again  had  a  good  catch  in 
another  part  of  the  Teme :  he  had  91b.  of  gray- 
ling, dace  and  roach,  some  of  the  latter  excep- 
tionally fine  and  in  grand  condition;  others  also 
did  very  well.  Chub  have  been  well  on  the  feed, 
Mr.  H.  Firkins  had  a  nice  catch  of  15lb.,  H. 
Roberts  a  creelful  (blood  and  brains  the  bait),  Mr. 
Tyler  also  a  big  lot,  and  E.  Coombes  nine  with  the 
cheese  paste.  Roach  fishing  has  been  good  in  the 
Severn,  the  maggot  paste  and  the  small  red  worm 
being  successful  baits ;  T.  Price  caught  sixteen 
with  the  paste,  Mr.  Bower  thirteen  capital 
fiih  with  the  same  bait  ;  Pliillips  nineteen 
with  tho  maggot.  Several  others  capital 
dLshes  of  fish,  and  three  well-known  anglers  have 
just  come  homo  with  big  creels  of  chub,  dace,  and 
grayling;  fish  not  yet  weighed.  Pike  have  not  been 
feeding  well.  Mr.  H.  Hayes,  spinning  the  spoon  a 
few  miles  up  tho  river,  caught  three,  heaviest,  71b. 
Tomkins,  two  fish,  both  over  21b.  Several  had 
singlo  fish. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  variable,  tho  condi- 
tions alternating  between  sunshine  and  fog,  rnildnesa 
and  frost,  while  rain  has  hold  off  in  most  places. 
The  state  of  the  rivers  continues  favourable.  Just 
previous  to  the  holiday  a  number  of  local  anglers 
did  fairly  well  with  roach,  chub,  etc.  Grayling 
fishers  had  for  the  most  part  to  rely  upon 
artificial  fly  as  tho  most  tempting  luro.  The  snap.s 
of  frost  are  appreciated,  but  the  advantage  has  been 
counteracted  by  fog.  Ah  yet,  it  is  early  to  reckon 
up  the  doings  of  Christmas  anglers  away  from  home, 
and  so  far  nothing  notable  is  reported  from  home- 
land haunts.  The  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers  held  their  yearly  meeting  recently, 
and  continuous  prosperity  was  reported. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  favourable,  and 
spawning  has  gone  on  in  a  satisfactory  way. 
Poaching,  however,  has  been  carried  on,  or  has 
been  attempted  here  and  there.  The  bulk  of  tho 
salmon  have  spawned  on  the  majority  of  the  rivers, 
but  spawning  will  not  be  completely  over  for  some 
time  yet,  and  the  watchers  need  to  be  vigilant  until 
about  Jan.  10.  Sea  angling  has  been  productive  of 
nice  sport  at  whiting  at  many  places  on  the 
Atlantic  coast,  but  the  takes  of  other  fish 
have  been  insignificant  everywhere.  All  fish  had 
command  a  high  price  at  present  owing  to 
Christma?,  and  to  the  general  scarcity  of  fresh  fish 
in  the  markets.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  hazard  an 
opinion  as  to  the  angling  prospects  on  the  earlier 
waters,  so  much  depending  on  the  weather,  etc.,  at 
the  start.  At  Waterville  a  few  "spring"  salmon 
have  already  been  coming  up,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility the  weir  fishing  at  the  place  mentionsd  will 
open  well  on  New  Year's  Day. 

Nohth  and  West  of  Ieel.\nd. 

The  weather  of  the  early  part  of  the  week — in- 
cluding Christmas  Day — was  wet  and  dirty,  and 
consequently  the  coarse  fi-hing  waters  were  out  of 
order  and  little  sport  was  had  anywhere.  At  the 
last  Londonderry  Petty  Sessions, Colonel  Tynte,R.M. , 
presiding,  William  Brown  was  prosecuted  by  the 
conservators  for  beating  the  waters  of  the  Faughan, 
and  attempting  to  catch  fish  with  his  hands.  The 
offence  was  proved,  and  the  court  fined  the 
defendant  10s.  6d.  in  each  case  with  costs. 
There  is  a  good  show  of  spawning  salmon  in  the 
Crossgar,  particularly  in  the  reaches  preserved  by 
the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association.  The  stock  of 
trout  has  also  largely  increased — the  result  of  the 
rigid  supervision  of  tViis  river  in  the  past  three 
years.  This  conclusively  proves  that  all  our 
rivers  wa^t  is  watching  by  competent  men. 
On  New  Years's  Day  salmon  netting  opens  on 
two  well-known  Irish  rivers  — •  the  Sligo,  or  Gar- 
vogue,  .and  Waterville  river.  Rod  fishing  is  permis- 
sible on  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Sligo,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner,  but  it  is  scarcely  ever  done. 
As  a  result  of  the  recent  inquiry  by  the  Inspector 
of  Fisheries  into  an  application  for  an  extension  of 
the  steam  trawling  area  off  the  coasts  of  Donegal, 
Londonderry,  and  Antrim,  the  following  extension 
has  been  granted: — "An  area  of  the  parts  of 
the  coasts  of  the  Coimties  Antrim,  Donegal, 
and  Londonderry,  comprised  within  the  space 
bounded  seaward  by  an  imaginary  line  drawn 
from  Bengore  Head,  in  the  County  of  Antrim, 
in  a  westerly  direction  to  Dunagree  Point,  in 
the  County  of  Donegal,  and  bounded  landward 
by  the  shores  of  the  respective  counties  and  an 
imaginary  line  drawn  across  the  mouth  of  Lough 
Foyle,  from  Magilligan  Point  to  Greencastle  Pier." 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

16,741.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  H.  J.  P.  Dumas.  49, 
North  Side,  Clapham  Common,  S.  W.  Decoys,  electri- 
cal apparatus.  Consists  of  a  combined  battery  and 
lamp  for  use  under  water  in  connection  with  seine, 
trawl,  or  line  fishing.  A  number  of  cells  are  packed 
in  a  metallic  box  provided  with  a  lid  at  the  top  and 
a  stout  glass  globe  protected  by  a  cage  at  the 
bottom,  in  which  is  the  lamp.  The  globe  is  held  in 
place  by  the  screwed  ring,  and  is  pressed  upwards 
against  a  disc,  preferably  of  vulcanised  fibre,  which 
serves  to  support  the  accumulators.  The  lantern  is 
fitted  with  a  switch  for  cormecting  the  lamp  to  the 
accumulators,  with  a  relief  valve  for  allowing  any 
gases  which  may  accumulate  to  escape,  and  also 
with  a  handle  and  snap-hook  for  tj  ing  the  lamp  to 
tho  net.  If  desired,  the  switch  may  be  actuated  by 
an  arm  on  the  handle,  so  that  the  lamp  is  always 
switched  on  when  suspended  by  the  handle.  When 
in  uso  the  lamp  is  attached  either  bj'  the  multiple 
hook  or  by  equivalent  means  to  any  convenient 
port  of  tho  fishing  apparatus  employed,  and  is  sunk 
to  any  required  depth. 
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ANGLERS'  FAVORITE  DRESSING. 

WLJ  W  Prepared  from  Oil  used 
■  n  •  w  •  iiy  Curriers  throutiliout 
the  World,  comhiiied  with  other  active 
water  and  damp-resisting  ingredients. 
Producing  an  excellent  Dressing  for 
Fishing  Boots.  Of  Bootmakers  ;  Spiers  <fe 
Pond,  6d.  *  1/-.  Samples,  8d. 
10,  Basinghall  Street,  E.C. 


Very  luge.  Bend  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  (applied.— Apply  for  termi  to  J.  T. 
FICEEBSGILL,  M,  Uarket  Flaoe,  Eelcihley, 
York. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  RIVER  ELLE,  Brittainy,  France. 

About  a  mile  TO  LET  for  tho  SEASON 
1906,  February  to  October. 
RENT  j540. 

Apply,  WYERS  PEERES,  30,  Quai  du 
Louvre,  PARIS. 


A    NEW    YEAR  PRESENT. 

GRAVSTPATENT 
ENAMEL  FLY  CASE. 

Hooks  easily  inserted  and  removed  ;  no  mat, 
and  will  not  shake  loose.  Price  3/9,  and  smaller 
with  division  and  glass,  1/6.    Send  your  own 
case  and  1/-  for  alteration  to 
HYDE  END  FISHERIES,  Brimpton,  Berks. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR  CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 
Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tina. 
ALWAYS  Ready  for  Ush. 

Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  1/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d. 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38.  CALLOWTREE  GATE.  LEICESTER. 


THEATRES. 

DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL. 
Managing  Director,  Arthur  Collins. 
TWICE  DAILY, 
The  Children's  Pantomine,  CINDERELLA. 
By  Sir  E.  C.  Bnrnand,  .1.  Hickory  Wood,  and 

Arthur  Collins. 
Walter  Passmore,  Harry  Randall,  Harry  Fragson, 
Arthur  Williams,  Johnnie  Danvers,  Arthur  Con- 
(juest,  Qneenie  Leighton,  May  de  Sousa,  Emily 
Spiller,  PoUie  Emery,  Daisy  Cordell. 
The  New  Heating  Installation  makes  the  audi- 
torium comfortably  warm  in  the  coldest  weather. 
The  Children's  Booklet,  illustrated  by  Winnie 
Bnrnand,  free  on  application  (by  postcard  only). 
Box  Office  open  all  day. 

Telephone  2589  Gerrard. 

HAYMARKET.  TO-NIGHT,  at  8.30. 
THE  INDECISION  OF  MR.  KINGSBURY. 
Mr.  Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Sydney  Valentine, 
Mr.  Gordon  Lennox,  Miss  Fanny  Brough,  and 

Miss  Nina  Boucicault. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  2.30. 


DALY'S  THEATRE.— Produced  by  Mr. 
George  Edwardes.— Seats  can  be  booked  for- 
ward till  Easter.— EVEHY  EVENING,  at  8.30. 
Matinee  every  Saturday  at  2.30.  THE  LITTLE 
MICHUS.  Mile.  Adeline  Genee  ;  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  Louis  Bradfield,  Fred  Emney,  .James 
Blakeley,  Willie  Warde,  and  George  Graves; 
Misses  Adrienne  Augarde,  Amy  Augarde,  and 
Denise  Orme.    Matinees  and  Evenings. 


GAIETY  THEATRE.— Manager,  Mr. 
George  Edwardes.— TO-NIGHT,and  EVERY 
EVENING,  at  8(doors  open  7.40),  anew  Musical 
Play,  entitled,  " 'I'HE  SPRING  CHICKEN." 
Box  Office  open  from  10  till  10.  Matinee,  Satur- 
day Next,  at  2.0.   Doors  open  1.40. 


A DELPHI. — Lessee  and  Manager,  Otho 
Stuart.— TO-NIGHT,  at  8.  Matinees,  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  A  MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT'.S  DREAM.  SPECIAL  HOLIDAY 
MATINEES.  In  addition  U>  the  ordinary  Wed 
nesday  and  Saturday  Matinees,  MONDAY,  Jan. 
1st  (NEW  YEAR'S  DAY) ;  THURSDAY,  .Tan 
4th.  Seats  may  now  be  booked.  Box  Office 
(Mr.  Terryj,  open  10  to  10.   Tel.,  2G45  Gerrard 

WALDORF  THEATRE.  —  LIGHTS 
OUT.  Lessees,  the  Messrs.  Shubert.  TO- 
NIGHT, at  9,  LKiHTS  OUT.  H.  B.  IRVING 
H.  V.  ESMOND,  CHARLES  FULTON,  HENRY 
VIBART,  DAW.SON  MILLWARD,  Miss  EVA 
MOORE.  Preceded,  at  HMO,  by  LA  MAIN,  a 
Mimodrame,  in  one  act.  Miss  CAMILLA  DAL- 
BERG.  MATINEE,  EVERY  WEDNESDAY 
and  SATURDAY,  at  2.30.  Box  Office  open  10  to 
10.    Telephone,  3830  Gerrard. 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Xen  Oold  and  Prize  IMEedals  Aiarax^ed. 


Telegrams— "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  81. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


Established 


W.  H.  RYDER, 

37,   Great   Hampton   Row,  Birming^ham. 

Manufacturer  of  Trout  and  Notting^ham  Reels.     Rod  Fittings  and 
General  Fishing  Tackle  Sundries.    Speciality:  Reels  and  Fittings  to  Customers' 
own  designs.    Wholesale  and  Shipping  ouly. 
KINDLY  SEND  POST  CARD  FOR  NEW  LIST. 


QUEEN'S  HALL,  LANGHAM   PLACE,  W. 

Sole  Lessees:        ..  ._.  ..      «IAPPELL  <fc  CO.,  Ltd. 

THE   LONDON   SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA,  LIMITED. 

THE  FOURTH  CONCERT  OF  THE  SEASON 

WILL  TAKE  PLACK  OR 

Thursday  Afternoon,  January  18th,  1906,  at  3. 
OVERTURE    i"Francesca  di  Rimini"    Tschaihouisky 

CONCERTO.  (Solo  Pianoforte,  M,  ARTHUR  DE  GREEF.) 

SYMPHONY  in  E  flat.  No  6   ,   Stanford 

(In  honour  of  the  Life  Work  of  a  Great  Artist*        Fir»t  Tiim  of  Performance. 

SOLO— Pianoforte.  m.  Arthur  de  greek. 

OVERTURE   "InderNatuP"   Dvorak 

Conductor      -  Sir  CHARLES  V.  STANFORD. 

Single  Tickets— Reserved,  7/6  and  5/-.   Unreserved,  2/6  and  1/-. 

To  be  obtained  from  CHAPPELL'S  Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall,  and  50,  New  Bond  Street,  W. 
L.  G.  Sharpe,  Concert  Agency,  61,  Regent  St.,  VV.  Telephone  :  5564  Gerrard. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  GORDON  HOTELS. 


BURLINGTON  HOTEL  EASTBOURNE. 
CLIFTONVILLE  HOTEL  MARGATE. 
GRAND  HOTEL •     ■  BROADSTAIRS 
LORD  WARDEN  HOTEL  DOVER. 
ROYAL  PIER  HOTEL  •  RYDE.  I.  OF  W. 
HOTEL  ROYAL  •     •  DIEPPE. 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  .  MONTE  CARLO 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  .  CANNES. 
Renowned  for  Good  Management.  Moderate  Charges, 

Tariffs  on  application  to  the  Managers. 

GORIDOM^    HOTELS,  Xitd. 


GRAND  HOTEL  . 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  & 
WHITEHALL  ROOMS 
HOTEL  VICTORIA 
GROSVENOR  HOTEL  . 
FIRST  AVENUE  HOTEL 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  . 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  . 


LONDON. 
}  LONDON. 

LONDON. 
LONDON. 
LONDON. 
BRIGHTON. 
FOLKESTONE. 


PLEASE  PASTE  THIS  REMINDER  UP  IN  YOUR  OFFICE. 

magazines  for  our  Bluejackets- 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  hegs  to  remind  Publishers  of  Magazines  and 
others  that  parcels  of  "  done  with  "  magazines  which  are  sent  Carriage  Paid  to 

Miss  AGNES  E.  WESTON,  Royal  Sailors'  Rest,  Devonport, 

are  forwarded,  free  of  charge  for  freight,  to  H.M.  Ships  on  Foreign  Stations  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  are  considered  a  very  great  boon  by  our  Bluejackets. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  feels  sure  that  many  Publishers  of  Magazines 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  at  a  small  expenditure  for  carriage  of  parcels  to  Devonport 
such  great  delight  can  be  distributed  all  over  the  world  to  the  crews  of  our  ships 
of  war. 


Second  Edition  Now  Ready.  »  */*  i"***  fr«»- 

THE  TROUT  FLY  DRESSER'S 
CABINET  OF  DEVICES. 

By  the  late  H.  G.  MeCLELLAND  (Athenian  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette.") 

WITH    EIGHTY  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


THE  "  FISHING  QAZETTK  "  OFFICE,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


Read  Tlmia. 


On  reoeipt  of  an  addressed  •nTalopt 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addieai 

in  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  PUBS 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  3s. ;  6  doz.  for  31.  6d. ; 
or  I  a  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron :  HIS  HAJZSTT  TH£  KINO. 

President:  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
MONDAY,  JANUARY  1,  1906,  at  8. 
HANDEL'S 

"MESSIAH" 

Tlie  additional  accompaniments  by  Mozart  will 
be  dispensed  with,  and  the  work  given  with 
Handel's  accompaniments  only. 

MISS  EVANGELINE  FLORENCE. 
MADAME  CLARA  BUTT. 
MR.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 
MR.  D.  FFRANGCON-DAVIES. 


BAND  AND  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND. 


Organist:  Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  open  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  Is.  6d. ;  Arena,  6».  ;  B6xe8,  /O.  lU-  6rf. 
to  £3  Zs.    Balcony,  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  5*'. 
Unreserved  (rows  5   to  8),   4«.  GALLER'V' 
(Promenade)  TWO  SHILLINGS.     Tickets  of 
usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 


M.  ROGAN  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

BRIDGE  END  HOUSE, 
BALLYSHANNON,  Co.  Donegal. 


MAKERS  OF 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE. 
Salmon  Rods  and  Salmon  and  Trout 
Flies  of  world-wide  reputation. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 

Bod  Making.    Send  to 
J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


S6,  AbohuTch  Lane,  London,  £.0. 

PROUrS  DUBBIN 

will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  tbem  imperrious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
Dislom*  awarded,  I*iatieriea' 
■xliiblMon.  1883. 
Qold  Medal,  Capetown,  1906. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  to. 

Sample  per  post  ■<>»• 

«  lifAniDfl-     PWOTTT.  W-  "B^ak  Bt..  TjnnAfm.  W. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

wih  reach  Americaji  angleri,  by  advertism^  la 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing: 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe.' 
departments  are:  Shootmg,  Natural  History, 
Sportsman  Travel,  'Vachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  FIneb   Lane  CorwhiH,  Londoo. 

ABDRBSS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  YoBK,  U.S.A. 
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WoUs  from  if)c  ilorf^. 


Undek  the  immediate  personal  supervision  of 
Mr.  Calderwood  several  nettings  for  salmon  took 
place  on  the  Dee  and  Don  last  week  for  scientific 
observation  purposes. 


Owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers  at 
present,  operations  were  not  so  successful  as  might 
otherwise  have  been  the  case  ;  yet  a  good  few  kelts 
were  got  on  both  rivers,  weighed,  measured, 
labelled,  and  then  carefully  returned. 

Other  rivers  will  be  visited,  in  fact  as  many  as 
the  Inspector  for  Scotch  Salmon  Fisheries  can 
overtake.  During  the  operations  both  on  the  Dee 
and  Don  a  good  few  fresh  fish  were  met  with  which 
indicates  the  early  season. 


Presentations  have  been  the  order  of  the  day 
lately  among  keepers  in  the  North.  Tom  Ross,  one 
of  Lord  Lovat's  keepers,  who  is  leaving  for  Wester 
Ross,  was  the  recipient  of  many  parting  gifts  from 
his  numerous  friends  on  the  Beauly. 


On  Dec.  22,  Mr.  Pirie,  who  has  acted  as  keeper  to 
Mr.  Briscoe,  of  Newton,  Beauly,  was  made  the 
recipient  of  a  well-filled  purse  of  sovereigns  after 
only  seven  years'  service.  Highlanders  can  appre- 
ciate good  men,  and  know  how  to  treat  them  well 
when  the  time  comes  round. 


At  Dornoch  Sheriff  Court  last  week,  Daniel  Peter 
Thonison,  master  of  the  Verbena,  flying  the  Nor- 
wegian flag,  but  in  reality  a  Grimsby  trawler,  was 
fined  £100  for  fishing  within  the  three-mile  limit. 


There  has  been  an  extraordinary  run  of  small 
herring  on  the  west  coast,  and  little  fortunes  are 
being  made  where  they  can  be  marketed.  Fisher- 
men say  it  foretells  a  good  salmon  season. 


Most  of  the  salmon  netting  stations  on  the  east 
coast  have  now  been  let  at  last  year's  rentals. 
There  have  been  few  if  any  advances,  but  then 
there  has  been  no  decline,  and  yet  the  season 
twenty-five  per  cent,  down  on  the  average. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has  settled 
,  a  golf  course  at  Tomintoul,  the  highest 
.1  the  kingdom,  and  right  among  the 
13.  His  lordship  is  also  to  plant  a  row  of 
1  the  village  to  protect  it  from  the  sweep- 
ing winds  which  frequently  prevail.  "This  spot  is 
an  angling  paradise  worth  noting. 

Special  Scotch. 


Jlssociafiotts,  etc. 


Albion  Angling  Society,  Cambridge. 
The  growing  amount  of  interest  in  angling  in  tha 
Borough  of  Cambridge,  together  with  facilities 
which  its  neighbourhood  affords  in  the  number  of 
miles  of  free  fishing  well  stocked  with  all  coarse 
fish,  has  for  some  time  been  an  open  question 
in  the  formation  of  a  new  angling  club,  this 
having  been  fully  started  with  forty  members, 
which  club  is  called  the  Albion  Angling  Society. 
Its  club  room  is  at  the  Sailor's  Arms,  Norfolk- 
stroet.  On  Dec.  21  the  first  roving  match  for 
roach,  etc.,  took  place  at  Botti.sham  Locks,  Water- 
beach,  when  thirty  members  fi.shed  for  nine 
money  prizes  from  1.5s.  6d.  to  23.  6d.  each.  With  a 
bright,  clear  day  and  fallen  waters,  some  fair  winter 
takes  were  had,  only  fishing  three  hours  ;  heaviest 
catch  21b.  9oz.  All  the  prizes  were  won. — John  O. 
Oeoboe. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
-Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  at  an  ordinary  meeting 
on  Dec.  20.  A  new  member  was  duly  elected,  and 
a  few  business  matters  were  transacted,  the  agenda 
being  very  shoct.  On  Dec.  21  a  fair  number  of 
members  and  friends  assembled  at  our  London 
headquarters,  the  occasion  being  the  distribution 
of  seasonable  gifts  as  prizes  won  in  the  recent 
Christmas  outing  at  Harefield.  In  the  course  of  the 
evening,  Messrs.  Cracknell,  Dunn,  T.  Adams,  Jarvis, 
Howard,  Treheme  and  Watts  contributed  songs,  Mr. 
Wade  accompanying  in  his  usual  able  manner. 
Mr.  Jarvis  greatly  delighted  his  audience  with  "A 
Grand  Old  Irish  Gentleman "  and  other  songs, 
■which  he  rendered  in  capital  style.  Mr.  Treheme 
also  met  with  a  hearty  reception — his  songs,  in- 
cluding "  I  Think  I'd  better  Shift  that  Scene,"  caus- 
ing much  laughter.  The  other  gentlemen  who  so 
kindly  assisted  in  the  musical  part  of  the  programme 
gained  much  applau.ne  for  their  respective  contribu- 
tions, and  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  say  which 
was  most  appreciated.    Mr.  Sparks,  in  proposing 


the  toast  of  "The  Visitors,"  thanked  those  gentle- 
men who  had  not  only  so  kindly  given  their  ser- 
vices, but  had  added  greatly  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  evening. — E.  B. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  at  a  small  meeting  on 
Dec.  27.  Since  our  last  report  Mr.  Attwood  has  had 
some  nice  roach,  the  largest  four,  1  lb.  l^oz.,  1  lb.  7oz., 
1  lb.  6oz.,  and  1  lb.  6oz.  Mr.  Rayner,  six  pike, 
averaging  51b.,  a  nice  take  of  perch,  largest  1  lb.  6oz., 
roach  up  to  1  lb.  12Joz.,  and  dace  up  to  9oz.  Mr. 
Linsdell  has  captured  roach  and  dace  of  no  particular 
class  ;  and  Mr.  Dunn,  a  similar  take.  Mr.  T.  A. 
Shaw,  a  good  take  of  roach,  largest  1  lb.  6oz.  ;  Mr. 
Shaw  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a  grand  pike  about 
201b.,  the  hold  giving  way  when  in  the  act  of  gafiing 
the  fish.— G.  R. 


AN  IRISH  FISHING  STORY.* 


Salvestyr. 

"  Castleconnell  is  a  beautiful  village  on  the 
southern  shore  of  the  Shannon,  about  six  miles 
eastward  of  Limerick.  Until  within  a  late  period, 
there  were  a  number  of  lazy,  idle  boatmen  resident 
there,  who  gained  a  scanty  and  precarious  subsis- 
tence by  acting  as  guides  to  the  different  points  of 
view,  and  by  inducing  visitors  to  hire  their  frail 
cots  for  fishing  purposes  ;  though,  to  say  truth, 
they  were  generally  far  more  skilful  in  inventing 
stories  and  amusing  their  victims  than  in  luring  the 
silvery  salmon  from  his  rocky  lair.  Amongst  therrf 
was  a  brawny,  able-bodied,  red-haired  fellow,  whose 
sobriquet  was  '  The  Lamb,  I  suppose  because  he 
was  the  least  innocent  and  the  most  cunning  of  his 
confrirea — and  who  really  possessed  the  talent  of 
telling  a  yarn  in  an  amusing  manner.  One  of  his 
narratives  suggests  itself  to  my  memory  at  this 
moment,  which  I  shall  give  you  as  nearly  as  possible 
in  his  own  words  : — 

"  '  You've  heerd  of  ould  Grub,  surr,  ould  Grub 
the  Quaker  from  Clonmel  "i — Well,  about  this  time 
two  years  he  came  here  with  his  young  wife  ;  it 
was  on  the  weddin'  they  wor.  Well,  I  thrown 
meself  in  his  way  the  day  after  he  came,  and  touched 
me  hat  to  the  ould  negur,  and  asked  him  in  her 
hearin',  wouldn't  he  like  to  give  the  young  lady  the 
air  on  the  wather  ?  but  he  passed  on  as  stiff  as 
bogwood,  without  even  noticing  me.  "  Well,  never 
mind,  ould  boy,"  says  I,  "  I'll  hook  you  yet  "  ;  and 
so  I  kept  my  eye  on  him  for  a  couple  of  days,  till  I 
seen  they  were  tired  of  all  the  walks  from  Hermitage 
to  the  World's  End,  and  from  the  Rock  Tower  to 
the  Holy  Well  at  Doonas,  and  beginnin',  I  think, 
to  be  tired  too  of  the  bacon  and  eggs,  with  sometimes 
an  ould  chicken,  which  was  all  the  dinner  Catty 
Murphy,  the  cretur,  could  give  them  ;  when  one 
fine  evenin',  as  they  wor  coming  out  of  the  door, 
looking  up  and  down  and  uncertain  which  way  to 
go,  I  dropped  across  them  and  said  : 

"  '  "  Wouldn't  your  honour  like  to  come  out  on 
the  river  and  catch  some  trout  for  your  honour's 
tay  ?  " 

"  '  With  that  the  ould  fellow  looked  up  into  the 
bright  eyes  of  as  beautiful  a  Quaker  girl  as  ever  I 
seen  in  this  world,  and  says  : 

"  ■  "  Hannah,  would'st  thou  like  to  go  ?  " 

"  '  To  which  she  answered  by  a  smile  like  the  sun 
on  the  wather  :  Oh  !  but  her  lips  and  her  eyes 
sparkled,  and  her  teeth'were  white  as  the  snow,  and 
her  lips  as  red  as  cherries. 

"  '  Well,  Dinny  Considine  got  the  rod,  and  we  got 
the  darlin'  cretur  and  the  ould  boy  into  the  cot, 
and  pushed  out  into  the  panthry,  and  as  the  fry 
wor  running  we  caught  a  few  ;  when  Dinny  gives 
me  the  wink,  and  says,  "  It'll  take  two  of  us  to 
hould  the  cot  in  the  stream  "  ;  so  I  hands  the  rod 
to  the  ould  boy,  and  he  began  throwin'  in  and 
puUin'  out  two  or  three  of  the  little  creturs  at  a 
time,  and  warmed  vip  to  it  like  a  red-haired  girl  at 
a  dance,  till  we  had  a  basket  full  o'  them  ;  and  we 
carried  them  home  for  him  to  Catty  Murphy's,  and 
he  gev  us  half  a  crown,  sayin  :  "  I  should  like  to 
see  thee  again  to-morrow." 

"  '  Well,  afther  two  or  three  evenin's  of  this 
work,  he  beginning  to  chat  quite  friendly,  and 
Dinny  telling  him  the  devil's  own  stories  about 
salmon,  he  and  the  young  wife  tuk  the  car  into 
Limerick,  and  when  he  came  back,  sent  for  us  and 
said  he  d  like  to  try  for  a  salmon  ;  and  then  he 
showed  us,some  gavauls  of  flies  he  had  bought  at 
O'Shaughnessy's.  Well,  we  took  him  over  the  fall, 
and  we  all  thrashed  the  water  night  after  night,  he 
givin'  us  the  half  crown  always,  tell  we  seen  that  he 
was  getting  sick  of  it,  when  Dinny  says  to  him  : 

"  '  "  Them  flies  is  no  use  at  all,  bless  your  honour. 
Give  it  up  for  this  evening,  and  I'll  tie  you  a  couple 
to-night,  and  we  11  go  out  early  in  the  morning  to 
the  pool  under  Erina,  and  we'll,  maybe,  hook 
Salvestyr."    "  Salvestyr  ?  "  says  he  ;  "  Yes,"  says 

♦  From  Alexander's  "Salmon  Fishing  in  Canada." 


I.  "  What's  Salvestyr  ?  "  says  ho.  "  Salvestyr, ' 
says  I,  "  is  a  great  salmon  ;  some  say  he's  twenty, 
some  thirty,  some  forty  pounds,  that  lies  in  the 
hole  where  your  honour  killed  the  trout  on  Tuesday, 
and  he's  always  rising  and  sometimes  takes,  but  no 
one  was  able  to  kill  him  ;  yet  he  snapped  the  rod 
out  of  Nod  Bryan's  hand  last  Sunday  night,  and 
broke  it  between  the  stones,  so  that  Ned  never  got 
as  much  of  it  as  would  make  a  toothpick  for  a 
lamper  eel,  and  that  lives  by  suction  like  the  snipes." 

"  '  "  Well,"  says  he  to  me,  "  if  thou  wilt  tie  the 
flies,  I  will  go  with  thee  in  the  morning  :  at  what 
hour  wilt  thou  be  ready  ?  " 

"  '  "  Oh  !  be  dad,"  says  I,  "  in  the  grey  dawn  just 
before  the  sun  rises,  and  that'll  be  about  half-past 
three  ;  I'll  be  under  your  honour's  windy." 

"  '  And  there  I  was  sure  enough,  and  when  I 
seen  no  stir  upon  the  ould  hop  pole,  I  thrown  a 
handful  of  gravel  against  the  glass  of  his  windy, 
and  out  of  bed  he  jumps,  making  the  whole  house 
shake,  and  giving  me  a  nod  through  the  windy,  he 
hurries  on  his  brown  shuit  and  broad  beaver,  and 
down  he  comes,  looking  sorry,  I  thought,  for  being 
such  an  ould  fool  as  to  come  out  into  the  damp 
mist  and  he  lavin  such  a  darlin'  behind  him. 

"  '  Well,  Dinny  Considine  and  myself  brought  him 
to  the  ould  spot,  and  I  gev  him  an  ould  Lochaber, 
that  I  had  killed  a  dozen  peal  with,  and  we  tould 
him  the  only  way  to  fish  the  pool  .was  to  drag  it  ; 
so  we  made  him  let  out  about  twenty  yards  o'  line, 
and  sit  with  his  face  to  the  stern — and  Heaven 
knows  I  wasfglad  o'  that,  for  I  couldn't  look  at  him 
without  laughin',  and  his  back  was  to  me,  and  I 
makin'  faces  at  Dinny.  By  and  bye,  we  seen  he 
was  getting  tired  and  fidgety  ;  and  Dinny,  with  a 
turn  o'  the  paddle  put  the  fly  in  a  stone,  and  snapt 
it  off  as  clean  as  a  whistle. 

"  '  "  Your  honour  hooked  him,"  says  I. 

"  '  "  Verily,"  says  he,  "  I  felt  a  strong  pull,  and 
thou  must  have  heard  the  noise  of  the  reel." 

"  '  "  I  did,"  says  I,  "  I  knew  you  were  in  him  ; 
but  we'd  betther  look  at  the  fly.' 

"  '  With  that  he  wound  up,  and  there  shure 
enough  was  the  hook  bruk  in  two. 

"  '  "  Oh  !  the  thief  of  the  world,"  says  Dinny  ; 
"  it  was  Salvestyr  was  at  it,  and  he'll  rise  again  ; 
but  give  him  a  bigger  fly,  he  thinks  nothing  of  a 
dozen  of  them  little  ones." 

"  '  With  that  I  takes  out  of  me  hat  a  great  spring 
fly  on  thribble  gut,  and  I  says  :  "  If  he  sucks  in  that, 
it'll  hould  him,  or  the  divil  won  t  hould  him  "  ; 
and  I  spit  on  it  for  luck,  and  threw  it  into  the 
wather,  and  at  it  we  went  again,  dragging  the  hole 
over  and  hether,  until  we  were  getting  towards  the 
tail  of  it  where  the  big  log  of  bog  yew  is  lying  on 
the  bottom,  when  I  tips  Dinny  the  wink,  we  let  the 
cot  drop  sudden  a  bit  down  with  the  stream,  and 
then  gave  her  a  smart  pull  up  again,  when  the  hook 
stuck  as  fast  in  the  log  as  the  rock  of  Cashel.  The 
Quaker's  reel  called  out  "Murder,"  and  we  letting 
the  cot  run  down  with  the  stream,  the  ould  Ommad- 
hawn  thought  Salvestyr  was  running  up  it.  Dinny 
cries  out : 

"  '  "  Butt  him,  your  honour  !  " 

"  '  I  was  near  falling  into  the  wather  with  laughin', 
but  I  threw  down  the  oar  and  tuk  up  the  pole,  and 
stopped  the  cot,  and  cried  out :  "  Now,  your  soul 
wind  on  him."  With  that  the  ould  Quaker  began 
winding  on  his  reel  as  if  he  was  grinding  coffee  for 
the  bare  life,  and  we  quietly  poled  the  cot  up 
towards  the  log  until  we  got  fairly  over  it.  "  Now," 
says  I,  "  feel  him,  surr,  see  if  you  can  left  him  "  ; 
with  that  he  bent  the  rod  till  I  thought  either  it  or 
his  back  would  break.  "  Ah,  the  ould  divdl  !  "  says 
Dinny,  "  he's  gone  to  the  bottom  to  sulk  ;  but  be 
ready  for  him,  siu-r,  he'll  take  another  race,  and 
then,  maybe,  we'll  put  the  gaff  in  him."  With  that 
Dinny  takes  his  pole  off  the  ground,  and  down  goes 
the  cot  like  winkin'  ;  the  Quaker  thinking  it  was 
the  fish  going  up,  and  sweating,  saving  your 
presence,  till  he  looked  like  ould  Neptune  in  Lord 
Clare's  fountain.  Down  we  went  till  all  the  line 
was  nearly  off  his  reel,  when  I  stopped  her  again, 
and  again  the  Quaker  took  to  winding  up,  and  we 
got  over  the  log,  and  Dinny  cries  out :  "  I  see  him  ! 
Ages  !  what  a  fish  he  is,  he's  as  big  as  a  horse. 
Give  me  the  gaff."  With  that  he  made  believe  to 
make  a  blow  of  the  gaff  at  him.  Put  me  a  little 
to  the  right,"  says  he,  and  I  give  the  cot  a  short 
turn  round,  and  down  went  the  Quaker  on  his  face 
and  hands,  but  held  on  to  the  rod  as  if  it  was  his 
pocket-book  ;  but  the  cot  was  running  down  the 
stream,  and  just  as  he  got  on  his  legs  again  all  his 
line  was  run  off  the  reel,  and  Salvestyr  carried  line, 
gut,  and  fly  clean  and  clear  away. 

"  'Oh,  je'r  honoiu",  if  you'd  seen  how  blank  he 
looked,  as  if  I  was  going  to  scold  him  ;  but  he  ped 
for  the  line  .and  fly  like  an  ould  gentleman,  whicli 
you  know  he  was  not  ;  besides  half  a  crown  a  day 
a  piece  for  every  day  we  tuk  him  out ;  and  Dinny 
and  myself  had  a  good  laugh  when  we  went  in  the 
evening  to  take  the  fly  out  of  Sfilvestj-r,  and  gather 
up  the  line  from  the  bottom.'  " 


490 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


December  30,  1905 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  last  ordinary  general  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers was  held  in  Fetter  -  lane  on  Wednesday, 
Dec.  20,  and  was,  owing  to  the  nearness  of  the 
holidays,  somewhat  scantily  attended.  No  special 
subject  was  down  for  distiussion,  so  what  has  been 
called  tlie  "lost"  art  of  conversation  was  fallen 
back  upon  cheerily,  and  the  evening  passed  away 
quickly  and  pleasantly,  with  all  the  good  wishes  of 
the  season.  Mr.  Holcombe  occupied  the  chair, 
Mr.  Matlett  officiating  as  secretary  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Pickup. 

Owing  to  the  rule  that  winners  of  two  prizes  in 
the  Deal  competition  must  elect  to  take  one  only,  a 
rather  long  delay  has  taken  place  in  making  the 
official  awards.  They  were  declared  to  be  as 
follows  :  — 

Fishing  frotn  the  Pier. — On  Nov.  12,  W.  Eyre, 
silver  medal,  take  of  71b.  7oz.  On  Nov.  13,  Miss 
De  V.  Allison  Woolff,  131b.  3|oz.,  "John  Bicker- 
dyke  "  cup  and  silver  medal. 

Fishing  from  Boats.  —  Cla^s  I.  —  D.  Matthews, 
Deal  Corporation  cup  and  gold  medal,  take  of  531b.; 
H.  Dally  takes  medal  in  Class  III.  ;  Mrs.  Hervey 
MacLeay,  silver  medal,  331b.  6Joz.  ;  G.  E.  Saunders, 
bronze  medal,  281b.  6oz. 

Class  II.  —  D.  E.  Burton  and  Miss  E.  Dally, 
equal,  a  silver  medal  each. 

Class  III.— On  Nov.  24,  H.  Dally,  silver  medal, 
341b.  3oz. ;  Mrs.  Hervey  MacLeay  takes  medal  in 
Class  I.  On  Nov.  25,  D.  Matthews  takes  medal  in 
Class  I.  ;  D.  S.  Burton  takes  medal  in  Class  II.  ; 
R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe,  silver  medal,  14lb.  On 
Nov.  26,  nil. 

Class  IV. — On  Nov.  24,  M.  K.  Turner,  silver 
medal,  91b.  35oz.  On  Nov.  25,  W.  Jopson,  silver 
medal,  91b.  3oz.  On  Nov.  26,  A.  C.  Gardner, 
silver  medal,  71b.  lOJoz. 

A  greater  weight  of  fish  was  taken  at  this  com- 
petition than  at  any  previous  one. 

Mr.  Waller,  fishing  at  Southend,  had  good  sport 
with  Mr.  Watkins  and  others,  taking  the  finest 
flounders  he  had  ever  seen,  baiting  with  the  new 
rock  worm.  He  had  161b.,  Mr.  Watkins  14lb.,  the 
others  101b.  and  81b.  respectively ;  his  biggest  dab 
was  a  specimen  fish  of  Iflb.,  he  had  four  over  1  lb., 
and  flounders  up  to  21b.  There  was  no  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  27,  but  on  Wednesday  next, 
Jan.  3,  1906,  Mr.  J.  H.  Boyton  will  read  a  paper, 
entitled,  "  Fishing  in  the  Shetland  Isles." — H.  P. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitot. 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

TROUT  STOCKING  QUERIES. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  been  asked  to  consult  you  as 
to  the  best  method  of  carrying  out  the  periodical 
restocking  of  the  Stockalper  water-conduit,  canal, 
or  artificial  river,  whichever  it  may  be  called. 

Ten  thousand  young  trout  are  to  be  turned  in, 
and  the  question  i'^,  will  it  be  better  to  place  them 
in  the  main  stream  (not  many  feet  in  width)  or  in 
the  still  smaller  dykes,  rivulets,  and  runlets  con- 
tributary  to  this,  as  has  hitherto  been  the  practice  ? 
Also,  whether  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  put  in 
yearlings  than  smaller  trout. 

As  to  following  the  usual  cour.se,  the  local  manage- 
ment contends  that  if  the  little  fish  are  placed  in 
the  main  stream,  its  current  being  in  places  rapid, 
they  will  be  washed  away,  but  others  argue  that  if 
turned  into  the  small  side  rivulets  they  will  remain 
there  subject  to  numerous  destructive  agencies  or 
wander  upwards  into  still  smaller  sources. 

That  trout  breed  and  hatch  out  naturally  in  the 
main  stream  seems  proved  by  the  asserted  fact  that 
in  several  places  it  now  contains  quantities  of  trout 
spawn,  the  produce  of  which  must  be  able  to  sup- 
port existence,  subject  to  ordinary  eventualities  in 
their  birthplace,  finding  shelter  as  others  of  their 
kind  do  in  all  trout  streams.  Some  information  on 
the  points  would  be  very  welcome,  if  kindly  given 
by  yourself  or  others. 

I  have  an  idea  that  the  annual  raking  out  of 
the  woods,  sand,  and  sludge  whicli  takes  place  in 
large  parts,  but  not  all,  of  this  stream  greatly  tends 
to  lesson  the  number  of  trout  which  it  would  contain, 
largely  destroying  both  the  shelter  for  the  fish  and 
the  source  of  their  insect  food  supply.  The  practice, 
however,  is  likely  to  continue,  in  aid  of  the  original 
puqjoHo  with  which  this  artificial  waterway  was 
formed,  in  order  to  dry  the  adjacent  lands. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  syndicate  who 
hold  the  fishing  rights  from  the  Government  intend 
to  bridge  the  more  impassable  side  tributary  dykes, 
etc.,  with  planks,  and  remove  the  obstructive  growth 
of  busVios  and  rushes  which  for  acme  years  past  has 


so  largely  interfered  with  angling  in  a  small  stream 
unsuitable  for  wading. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan 

[I  hope  some  experienced  fish-breeder  will  kindly 
answer  "  Benwyan  "  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  without 
seeing  the  place.  Food  is  the  main  thing ;  if  there 
is  plenty  of  natural  food,  and  shelter  from  floods, 
two-year-old  fi^h  which  have  baen  brought  up  in  a 
stream,  or  pond  with  a  good  stream  through  it,  give 
the  best  results  in  my  own  experience. — Ed.] 

BIG  EEL  AND  BIG  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — We  enclose  you  copies  of  two  extracts 
cut  from  papers  which  have  been  sent  to  us  from 
New  Zealand  dated  Oet.  16,  1905:— 

"  A  very  large  eel  was  caught  in  the  Puerua,  a 
river  near  Balclutha,  Otago,  on  Saturday.  It 
measured  4ft.  6in.  in  length,  17in.  in  girth,  and  was 
261b.  weight.  On  boing  oponod  it  was  found  to 
contain  a  trout  17in.  in  length." 

"  Some  very  largo  trout  have  recently  been  caught 
in  the  Waipahi  river,  Otago,  says  the  Matura 
Ensign.  One  weighing  19 Jib.  was  taken  in  the 
unper  reaches  of  tho  river,  and  another  weighing 
211b.  near  the  Otaraia  Junction.  Fish  ranging 
from  lOJlb.  to  61b.  have  also  been  caught  on  the 
same  river  during  the  past  few  days.  Tho  211b. 
fish  has  been  sent  to  Dunedin  by  its  lucky  captor 
to  be  stuffed."  The  Waipahi  river  is  one  of  the 
best  fly  rivers  in  Otago. — Yours  faithfully, 

Haedy  Bros. 

[Much  obliged  to  Messrs.  Hardy.  The  New 
Zealand  rivers  must  be  very  rich  in  food  consider- 
ing tho  great  fish  they  produce. — Ed.] 

CAN  GREY  MULLET  BE  CAUGHT? 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  inform  me  in  the  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  whether  there  is  any  way  of 
catching  grey  mullet  with  rod  and  line,  or  can  they 
only  be  netted  ? — Yours  truly,  J.  Rogers. 

Cairo. 

[My  experience  is  that  to  catch  grey  mullet  is 
impossible  in  some  places  and  easy  enough  in 
others.  They  will  often  take  well  in  the  sea,  at  the 
mouth  of  a  small  river,  and  in  the  lowest  reaches 
of  the  tideway,  and  yet  when  they  get  higher  up 
and  can  be  seen  in  shoals  not  a  bait  will  tempt 
them.  Where  it  is  found  locally  the  ragworm  is 
by  far  the  best  bait,  and  should  be  fished  on  a  perch 
paternoster  with  plenty  of  end  of  worm  left  to 
hang  free  and  move  about.  The  weight  must  be 
sufficient  to  keep  the  bottom  in  any  current. 
Bread  paste  has  been  used  with  success  for  mullet 
at  Gibraltar  and  elsewhere.  They  will  not  feed 
when  they  got  up  into  brackish  or  fresh  water.  I 
hope  some  sea  angler  will  help  Sir  John  Rogers  by 
supplementing  these  notes.  I  ought  to  have  said 
that  in  paste  fishing  you  fish  almost  as  for  roach 
with  light  tackle,  and  throw  out  some  soaked  bread 
now  and  then,  and  let  the  current  take  the  light 
float  where  you  see  the  fish.  The  reel  line  should 
be  light  and  greased  so  as  to  float.  We  shall  have 
some  notes  on  mullet  fishing  by  Mr.  John  C. 
Wilcocks  presently. — Ed.] 


"BOBBING  FOR  TROUT." 

Dear  Sir, — In  r^ply  to  the  inquiry  of  "  A  Fisher- 
woman,"  in  your  ifsue  of  Dec.  16,  I  am  afraid  she 
will  not  find  "  bobbing  "  a  paying  business  upon  a 
stream  on  which  there  are  no  trees.  Provided  the 
banks  are  high  enough  and  steep  enough,  it  can  be 
managed,  but  as  only  the  tip  of  the  rod  must  then 
be  exposed  over  the  grass,  it  is  a  very  laborious  job, 
and  not  in  my  opinion  likely  to  repay  the  trouble. 
If,  as  I  gather,  the  stream  she  fishes  is  open,  I  think 
she  will  be  likely  to  be  better  rewarded  by  practising 
with  a  dry  fly.  The  ideal  place  for  "  bobbing  "  is  a 
spot  so  shut  in  by  trees  that  it  is  impossible  to  cast 
an  ordinary  fly  upon  it.  Over  the  top  of  a  bush,  or 
by  its  side,  she  may  be  able  to  bob  a  fly,  but  as  a 
general  rule,  unless  there  is  a  branch  overhead  to 
hide  the  rod,  a  trout  will  always  see  it  against  the 
sky,  and  be  scared  away. 

As  regards  the  other  question  opinions  differ,  but 
my  own  experience  is  that  you  are  much  more  apt 
to  strike  too  much  than  too  little.  The  great  point 
is  to  delay  striking  at  all  until  the  fish  has  fairly 
turned,  and  the  gentlest  strike  possible  is  all  that  is 
then  required.  Far  more  fisli  are  lost,  in  this  sort 
of  'fishing,  by  striking  too  soon,  than  if  the  angler 
never  actually  struck  at  all.  There  is,  no  doubt, 
the  middle  course,  which  is  the  right  one,  but  a  full 
knowledge  of  that  will  hardly  be  gained  except  by 
personal  observation  and  experience. — Yours  truly 

Lichen  Grey. 

"  BOBBING  FOR  TROUT." 

Dear  Sir, — Re  "  A  Fisherwoman's  "  queries  in 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  16  : — Where  there  are  no 
trees  there  may  be  some  cover,  as  growths  of 
rushes,  flaggers,  etc.,  impending  over  deeps,  and 


just  beyond  such  fringes  should  first  be  tried.  Ne<i 
bushes,  of  course.    The  line  out,  including  she 
collar,  will  be  half  tho  length  of  the  rod  or  a  lit^ 
more.    If  a  farther  throw  is  wanted  it  should 
delivered  underhand,  and  the  dap  should  alight  ved 
gently.    Places  where  there  is  no  cover  whatevfl 
can    be   successfully   essayed   by    very  cautioj 
approach  in  a  kneeling  position,  and  the  tyro  shoe 
keep  as  far  as  possible  from  the  edge,  using 
longish  rod.    I  have  had  grand  sport  ia  just  sue 
spots  last  summer,  but  absolute  quiet  and  absend 
of  motion  is  a  sine  qud  non. 

Certainly    strike  your  fish,  and  pretty  sharplj 
too,  always  having  regard  to  the  fine  tackle.  Tli 
must  be  done  at  the  right  moment,  when  the  trot 
has  taken  the  dan  well  in  and  turned  to  make  off, 
before.    "  Steady.  Ed'ard  Cuttle,"  is  a  good  mott 
Never  strike  at  the  bite.    "  A  Fisherwoman  " 
right :  it  is  awfully  exciting  work. — Yours  truly, ' 
'  Black  Hackle. 

FISHING  NEAR  CHATHAM. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  thankful  to  any  Fishii^ 
Gazette  readers  for  information  as  to  angling  with 
a  reasonable  di.stance  of  Chatham.    I  am  quite'' 
stranger  in  the  district. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  W.  Bailky. 

GUM  OF  IVY. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  tho  letter,  "  Go 
of  Ivy,"  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  16,  I  think  the  fc 
lowing  may  be  of  use.  Cut  several  deep  slits 
the  stem  of  ivy  plant,  and  keep  cuts  open  for  severe 
days.  Then  leave  for  about  three  weeks,  when  t^ 
gum  will  appear  in  large  drops.  Dissolve  a  littl 
of  the  gum  in  a  small  quantity  of  warm  water, 
Vjetter  still,  milk,  and  mix  your  paste  with  il 
The  following  is  from  John  Williamson,  Gen.,  174(1 
"  To  get  gum  ivy  at  Michael  mass  or  spring,  dri'^ 
several  great  nails  into  large  ivy  stalks,  and  havis 
wriggled  them  till  they  become  very  loose,  let  the^ 
remain,  and  a  gum  will  issue  out  of  the  holc."- 
Yours  truly,  Mary  Crabtree. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Dec.  10,  on  pa 
458,  you  publish  a  letter  from  Messrs.  A.  W.  Gamag 
Ltd.,  stating  that  the  line  with  which  that  goo 
sportsman  Mr.  .J.  N.  Hearn  captured  his  recor 
skate  was  one  of  their  "  Alpha  "  cable-laid  lines. 

What  is  an  "  Alpha  "  line  ?  ' 

As  Messrs.  Gamage,  Ltd.,  call  it  our  "  Alpha^ 
r.able-laid  line,  I  conclude  it  is  a  twisted,  not  braide 
line  of  theic  own  invention  or  manufacture,  hi 
beyond  this  their  statement  conveys  nothing  to  iflj 
mind.  , 

Is  the  line  made  of  silk,  flax,  hemp,  or  what] 
Is  it  fine,  medium,  or  stout  ?    What  strain  is 
designed  to  stand  ? 

These  are  the  points  interesting  to  anglers.  Ha 
this  record  fish  been  captured  in  America  we  shouli 
have  learned  that  the  line  responsible  was  one 
Messrs.  Cord,  String  and  Co.'s  well-known 
thread-twisted  flax  lines,  with  a  breaking  strain  ' 
about  48lb.,  or  something  of  that  sort,  and  sue 
information  would  have  been  of  practical  use 
the  angling  world. 

If,  Sir,  you  could  persuade  manufacturers  an 
inventors  of  angling  appliances  to  abandon  sil 
fancy  titles,  and  use  only  actually  descriptive  nam^ 
for  their  productions,  I  am  confident  you  won 
confer  an  immense  benefit  upon  all  anglers. 
Yours  truly,  Edgar  Hyde. 

[I  am  afraid  that  this  puffing  of  rods,  reels,  line 
baits,  etc.,  with  which  customers  of  the  makes 
catch  fish  is  already  a  bit  overdone,  and  if  they 
to  go  into  such  details  as  Mr.- Hyde  suggests  ti 
puff  will  be  still  more  obtrusive.'^ED.] 

SPORT  AT  WARGRAVE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thought  you  would  like  to  ha 
the  following  report,  so  have  taken  the  liberty 
writing : — Mr.  F.  Pratt,  of  Wargrave,  while  b' 
fishing  in  the  open  Thames  on  Dec.  17,  succeed( 
in  landing  a  pike   of    14 Jib.    with  patemostecj 
Length,  37in.  ;  girth,  19in.    Mr.  F.  Monson  ali 
caught    and    succeeded    in    landing    a  chub  oj 
21b.   15oz.   on  a  roach   pole,  tight   line. — Yo' 
respectfully,  G.  Andrews.  } 

The  Greyhound,  Wargrave, 
Dec.  20. 

P.S. — Mr.  F.  Pratt  is  the  secretary  of  the  Wai 
grave  Angling  Club.  '•'< 

AN  EEL-TRAP  SUITABLE  FOR  A  SMAL^ 
RIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  like  to  know  how  to  coi 
struct  an  eel-trap  suitable  for  a  small  river,  and  i 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  accompany  thi 
information  with  a  design  I  should  be  glad.-^ 
Yours  truly,  VV,  S.  Summkbs.  ' 
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REFRESHING.-SUSTAINING.  j 

"A  veritable  pick-me-up  after  a 
tiring  day."— The  Tatler. 

"For  strength,  purity,  and  nourish- 
ment, there  is  nothing  superior." — 
Medical  Magazine. 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE  therefore  BEST. 

ROBINSON  &  CLEAVER 

BELFAST,  • 

RECENT  ST.  &  CHEAPSlOE,  LONDON, 

Manufacturen  to  Hu  Wajesty  the  King. 

Carriage  paid  on  ordTS  of  20/-  upwards  in 
United  Kingdom. 


Collars — Gentlemen's  4fold, 

from  4,11  per  doz. 
Cuffs— For  Ladies  or  Gentle- 
men, from  5/11  per  doz. 


IRISH 
COLLARS,  GUFFS, 
AND  SHIRTS. 


SampUs  a  mi 
IttuttratfJ  Price 
Lists  post  frte. 


Shirts— Fine  Quality  Long-cloth,  with 
4-fold  pure  Linen  Fronts  and  Cuffs,  3os.  6d. 
per  half  doz.  (to  measure,  2H.  extra). 

Old  Shirti  made  good  a«  new  with  good 
Materials  in  neckband,  cuffs,  and  front  for 
Hi.  the  half  doz. 

N.B. — To  prevent  delay,  all  Letter  Orders 
and  Enquiries  for  Samples  of  these 
goods  should  be  sent  direct  to  Belfast. 


No    Breakfast  Table 
complete  without 

EPPS'S 

The  Cream  of  Cocoas 

COCOA 

The  most  Nutritious 
and  Economical. 


GILLETT'S 


CELEBRATED 


WHOLE  CANE 
SALMON  & 
TROUT 
RODS, 


BEST 

SPLIT 
CANE 
TROUT 
RODS, 

2  Tops.  Lock 
Joints,  Cork  Grip, 

LandfnK  Handle, 
£2  :  2  :  O 


J,  GILLETT, 

40,   Fetter  Lane, 

London,  E.C. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Mamtfactiirevs, 
137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD  &  1,  2  &  3,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE,  LONDON,  E.C. 


XELEI5RAPHIC  ADDRESS:  '•  FiSHOIQ,  LONDON.' 


Telephone  :  1129  Cbntkal. 


THE  "GOODWOOD"  GENERAL  ROD. 


12  ft.  long,  with  3  Tops,  Balanced  Handle,  Snakn  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fitting: 
Ferrules,  Stoppers,  and  Bag,  complete,  12/6.      The  Best  Value  ever  offered 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  POST  FREE. 


ila29 

Bionzed 


BUMSTED'S^^SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QVEEN  VICTORIA. 


To  Tront  and  Salmon  Fishers. 
W.  RAMSBOTTOM, 

14b,  North  John  Street,  Liverpool, 

will  be  pleased  to  give  advice,  not 
only  Where  to  go,  and  How  to  fish,  but 
also  the  Best  Tackle  to  use. 

His  World-famed  Rods  in  Split 
Cane  or   Greenheart  for  Salmon, 
Trout,  and  Grayling,  cannot 
be  surpassed. 

Reels,  in  all  sizes,  made  in  Gun- 
metal,  Vulcanite,  Aluminium,  and 
Brass. 


Salmon,  Trout,  aad  Qrayllng  Flies 
dressed  oa  the 
Patent  "Parfalt"  Hooks. 


THE  ANGLER 

who  has  a 

BURBERRY  SUIT 

needs  not  to  hamper  himself  with 
mackintoshes  and  oilskins. 

THE  BURBERRY  is  an 
IDEAL  Suit  for  fishing.  WET 
or  FINE,  WARM  or  COLD,  the 
angler  will  be  quite  comfortable. 

LIGHT  in  weight,  with  perfect 
freedom  for  limb  movements,  THE 
BURBERRY  is  a  model  of  con- 
venience in  pocket  accommodation 
with  nicely  adjusted  balance. 

A    BURBERRY    SUIT  OF 
AIRYLIGHT  GABARDINE  is 
lighter    than    summer  suiting, 
'^cooler    than    flannels,  warmer 
^/than  winter  cloth  in  cold  winds, 
weather-proof,  and 
iMPEKETRABLE  TO  FISH  HOOKS. 


BURBERRYS, 


30. 31  &  33,  HAYMARKET,  I  flN RflN 

(33,  Haymarket.  Ladles'  LUIlMUIv 


Silmon  Flies  of  all  descriptions  kept 
in  stock  or  dressed  to  pattern. 

"Hercules"  Casts  for  Trout  and 
Salmon  are  recognised  as  the  very 
best  Casts  made. 

WRITE  FOR  PRICK  LIST. 


NOTE. 

London  County  Council 
Alteration  of  Number— 


24,  Knightsbridge, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER. 


Talephone :  4849  Gerrard. 
Works :  CLAPHAM  JUNCTION. 


Specially  Dressed 

DRY  FLIES 


For  Scotch  Rivers. 

Some  good  baskets  of  Trout  have  been 
taken  with  the  help  of  our  particular 
patterns  on  the  Don,  Dee,  and  Tweed, 
where  the  wet  fly  fisher  has  failed. 

On  receipt  of  2/7  we  will  post  one 
dozen  of  three   of  the  best  killing 
patterns — Eyed  Flies  only. 


TJBM   iriSHiyO    6AZRTTK,    JULY   1,  J9«g 


G.  LiniE  &  Go. 

First-class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

SEA  TACKLE  A  SPECIALITY. 

RODS,  REELS  AND  LINES  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

LITTLE'S  "  Anti-Kinker"  and  ail  the  New  Patterns 
of  Sea  Leads  always  in  Stock. 


LITTLE'S 
EAST  INDIA  CANE 
SEA  RODS. 

18/6,  21/-, 
25/-  and  30/- 


METAL,    RUBBER,  AND  SOLE  SKIN  SEA  BAITS, 
IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 


Complete   Sea.  Outfits. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE  FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPARATUS,  MOLLUSCA,  CRUSTACEANS,  WATER  PLANTS. 
FISHMEAL,  BISCUITS,  &c. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.    SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS^ 

For  any  informatiOD  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE   SOLWAY   FISHERY  COMPANY,  LIMITED,  DUMFRIES. 

BARRi   SPRECKLKT,  Manager. 

BEST  BOOK  OJf  FISB  CULTURE  ever  published  :  "  AR  Aholbb'B  PARABIOT,  AND 
HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  12/10  post  free.   "Handy  Gctdb  to  Fibh  Cultueb,"  1/2  post  free. 

1.000  Byed  Ova  and  well-mad"  Hatching  Tank,  carrlaee  paid,  11  '6 ;  or.  600  and  Tank  7  6 

Gentlemen  going  on  Fishing  Tours  in  this 
country  should  write  to  us  for  information 
as  to  suitable  Tackle.  We  have  all  the 
Best  Killing  Flies  for  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Every  requisite  for  angling.  Illustrated  Price  List  (100 
pages)  post  free  on  application. 


IRELAND. 


Trout,  and  Salmon. 


JOSEPH   BRADDELL  &  SON, 


Established  1811. 


2X,  Ca,stle  Place,  BEH^FASX* 


THE  COMPLEAT  ANGLER,  LTD. 

30  &  32,  WORCESTER  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Telephone  4924.  Telegrams:  "Angler,  Birmingham," 

THE  LARGEST  AND  MOST  UP-TO-DATE  STOCK  IN  THE  MIDLANDS 


ANQLINQ  OUTFITS  FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 


mii  urnmil  CO  "  nilT  PACTC  are  the  strongest  and  Best.   They  will  last 
H  tnull  Ltd      UU  I  UnO  I  O  at  least  three  times  longer  than  any  other. 

CATALOGUE  POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


HENRY  WHITTY.SS^L*: 


ESTABLISHED  1819. 


Telegrams  :  "  Fishing,  Liverpool.' 


SPECIALITIES  :— 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS,  CANE  RODS,  QREENHEART  RODS, 

HICKORY,  ASH,  AND  BLUE  MAHOE  RODS. 

Made  iu  the  Factory,  15,  Basnett  Street,  by  skilled  workmen. 

Aeent  for  IVI ALLOC H'S  Reals  and  "Kingfisher"  Lines, 
((H:SRCUXjS5"  Gut  Casts  and  Traces, 
IL.E ON ARD   (American)  Split  Cane   Rods,  £7  10s. 


Send  for  a  sample  of  our  improved  "Jap"  Roach  Hook  to  selected  drawn  gut,  of  perfect 
(|uality,  post  free,  lOd.  Our  special  contracted  ca[ikss  Roach  Reel  (patented),  action  perfect, 
warping  impossible,  post  free,  5/6.  The  "Jap"  Roach  Rod,  14ft.,  most  perfect  rod  on  the 
market,  carriage  paid,  7/6.  Tliis  is  a  speciality  !!  Trout  Flies  :— Yorkshire  Dressings,  1/9  per 
do/,.,  post  free.  Our  "  Special "  Fly  Rod,  perfect  action,  10  ft.  6  in.  (greenheart  or  whole  cane), 
pigskin  or  cork  gri]),  carriage  paid.  One  Guinea.  The  "Thomas  Incomparable  Casts," 
tested  and  guaranteed,  tapered  ;  Salmon,  6/-  each  ;  Trout,  1/3  ;  Roach,  9d.  ;  post  free. 

Agents  for  Wyresdale  Fishery.      Advice  gratis  on  stocking  Pools,  Rivers,  &c. 
Special  Terms  to  Angling  Clubs. 

A  LIST  OF  THE  GORDON  HOTELS. 


GRAND  HOTEL  • 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  & 
WHITEHALL  ROOMS  ■ 
HOTEL  VICTORIA 
CROSYENOR  HOTEL  ■ 
FIRST  AVENUE  HOTEL 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  . 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■ 


LONDON. 
LONDON. 

LONDON. 

LONDON. 

LONDON. 

BRIGHTON. 

FOLKESTONE. 


BURLINGTON  HOTEL  EASTBOURNE 
CLIFTONVILLE  HOTEL  MARGATE. 
GRAND  HOTEL  •     •  BROADSTAIRS 
LORD  WARDEN  HOTEL  DOVER. 
ROYAL  PIER  HOTEL    RYDE,  I.  OF  W. 
HOTEL  ROYAL  ■      •  DIEPPE. 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  •  MONTE  CARLO 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  ■  CANNES. 


Renowned  for  Good  Management.  Moderate  Charges. 

Tariffs  on  application  to  the  Managers. 

GORDON    HOTELS,  Ltd. 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 
SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTIMO, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


Salmon  and  Ijwtjnies  for  Norway. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS  will  be  glad  to  give  advice  with  regard  to  the  best  Salmon  Flies  and  Tackle 
for  Norwegian  Salmon  Rivers,  also  information  to  gentlemen  visiting  that  Country  for  Trout 
Fishing.    Routes  mapped  out  and  full  particulars  of  best  fishing  districts  given.    This  information 
is  practical,  W.  J.  C.  having  visited  Norway  for  the  last  13  years. 

SALMON    and   TROUT  FISHING  TO   LET  IN   NORWAY,  SCOTLAND,   IRELAND,  &c. 


Particulars  sent  on  application. 


SPECIAL  SALMON,  WHITE  TROUT,  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FLIES 

FOR  IRELAND. 

Write  for  Special  Booklet  on  Irish  Flies. 
Catsblo^ue   of  Higli-cla.sB  Rods  and  rTackle  FRE:e:   to  any  address. 


W.  J.  CUMMINS,  North  of  England  Rod  Works,  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 
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Steel  Ribbed  Challenge 

BRAND  RODS  ARE  THE  LIGHTEST  AND  STIFFEST  RODS  YET  BUILT. 

They  are  used  and  recommended  by  the  hisjhest  living  authorities,  viz.,  Messrs.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNBLL,  Author  of  the  "  Badminton 
Books  on  Fishing,"  &c. ;  Wll.  SENIOR,  Editor  of  The  Field ;  ROBT.  B.  MARSTON,  Editor,  Fishirfg  Gazette  ;  C.  W.  GEDNEY,  the  eminent 
"  Drv  Fly "  authority,  Author  of  "  Angling  Holidays,"  &c. ;  G.  M.  KELSON,  the  well-known  authority  on  Salmon  Fishing,  and  Author  of 
"The  Salmon  Fly,"'" Tips,"  &c.,  &c. 

From  Mr.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL,  the  well-known  authority  on  Angling : —  '  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  is  pleased  to  teU  Messrs.  Poster  that  the  ten  foot 
'  Steel  Ribbed  '  Fly  Rod  ('  Dove  Dale  '),  with  butt  of  whole  cane,  which  they  forwarded  to  Altnacealgach  in  July,  has  turned  out  well  and  been  much  admired.  After 
a  good  deal  of  rough,  hard  work,  with  both  sea  and  brown  trout  (the  former  up  to  3J  lbs.),  it  shows  no  sign  of  wear  or  warping,  and  it  is,  moreover,  the  only  rod 
Mr.  Pennell  has  met  with  that  embraces  all  the  most  recent  improvements — or  which  he  regards  as  such." — Loch  Shiel  Hotel,  Sept.  4,  1904. 

From  a  later  leader  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  by  R.  B.  MARSTON,  Editor. — "I  have  this  season  fished  only  with  one  of  Messrs.  Poster's  light  whole  cane 
'  Dove  Dale '  Steel  Ribbed  Ply  Rods,  and  their  1900  pattern  '  Acme '  Line,  and  I  never  fished  more  comfortably — in  rain  or  shine,  with  the  wind  or  against  it. 
No  more  heavy,  wrist-breaking  rods  and  lines  for  me." 

"BEST    YALXJE    IN    THE  MARKET." 

Unique  Testimony  from  an  Irish  PFofessional  Fishepman  and  Fly  Dresser  sent  to  an  inquiring  customer  of  his,  viz.,  Mr.  J.  D.  KELLY,  R.O., 

Draperstown,  who  sent  it  on  to  us. 

From  P.  MATHERS,  Castle  Street,  Omagh,  Co.  Tyrone. — "  Deab  Sie, — The  Rod  I  got  from  Messrs.  Foster  of  Ashbourne :  It  is  of  whole  cane,  with  greenheart 
top  and  is  steel  ribbed.  I  paid  21/-  for  it  four  years  ago.  Believe  me,  I  have  no  interest  whatever  in  recommending  this  rod,  only  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best  value 
in  the  market  at  the  price.    There  is  no  such  thing  as  breaking  it." 


THE  "DOVE  DALE"  STEEL  RIBBED  ROD. 


This  is  the  Fly  Rod  Mr.  R.  B.  MARSTON  uses.    It  is  of  whole  cane  with  two  greenheart  tops  ;  it  has  all  modern  improvements  of  value,  including 
cork  handle,  lock  joints,  steel  ribbing,  &c.,  &c.    It  is  undoubtedly  the  best  value  yet  offered  for  21  /-.    It  can  be  had  in  either  two  or  three  parts 
at  price  named.    Weight  averages  f  oz.  to  the  foot.    The  Rod  can  be  had  made  specially  for  Roach  (either  Trent  or  Thames  style),  or  for  Pike, 
with  one  top,  at  the  same  price,  viz,.,  21/.       Sea  Rods,  to  same  specification,  with  either  loose  or  fast  pulley  end  ring,  price  14/6. 

Any  angler  may  test  the  value  of  "  Steel  Ribbing  "  for  himself  by  sending  his  own  Rod  to  be  Ribbed.  No  Rod  is  too  weak  and  whippy  for 
successful  treatment.  A  Rod,  when  steel  ribbed,  will  throw,  on  the  average,  five  yards  further  than  it  would  before  ribbing,  and  will  cast  much 
more  accurately.  Spinning  and  Bottom  Rods  are  made  infinitely  more  powerful  by  the  addition  of  Steel  Ribbing.  The  increase  of  weight  is  less 
than  a^^  of  an  oz.  The  increase  of  stiffness  and  strength  is  about  double.  Thousands  of  testimonials.  Nine-hundred  and  ninety-nine  ciTstomers 
are  pleased  out  of  every  thousand  !  !  !  The  odd  man  generally  complains  that  we  have  stiffened  his  Rod  too  much  !  !  !  Any  Rod  under  12  ft., 
and  with  one  top,  can  be  ribbed  at  the  merely  nominal  cost  of  5/9  (which  includes  varnishing).  Rods  over  12  ft.,  3/6  extra.  Additional 
t'lps.  1  /9  each  extra. 


is  the  best  Hne  made.  We  are  the  only  house  that  manufactures  and  supplies  direct  to  the  consumer.  These  Lines  have  been  strongly 
recommended  by  Messrs.  FRANCIS  FRANCIS,  SENIOR,  MARSTON,  KELSON,  and  all  leading  authorities.  Prices  range  from  2d.  per 
yard,  a,nd  thus  less  than  half  that  of  first  quality  lines  sold  elsewhere. 

Samples  and  Booklet  of  Testimonials  Free. 


FOSTERS'  FXjIES  have  more  than  held  their  own  for  the  past  seventy  years.  They  will  kill  on  the  clearest  waters 
everywhere.  Price  1/6  per  doz.  ("Dry,"  "Wet"  Fly),  eyed  or  on  gut ;  Best  Quality,  2/~  per  doz.  A  metal  box  with  cork  strips  is  presented 
free  with  ordere  for  1  doz.  of  latter  (postage  Id.  extra)  ;  a  similar  box,  4  in.  by  2|  in.  (when  closed)  is  supplied  with  2^  doz.  Best  Fhes  for  5/- 
and  l^d.  postage  ;  a  "Perfect"  Fly  Box,  6  in.  by  3  J  in.,  with  5  doz.  Best  Flies  at  10/-  and  2d.  postage;  a  leather-covered  ditto,  or  aa 
aluminium  box,  is  supplied  free  with  orders  for  10  doz.   Flies  at  2/- doz.,  postage  2^?.  extra. 

All  Flies  sent  out  Named.      Lists  of  Flies  Free  to  any  Address. 


NEW  (1905)   CATALOGUE,  272   PAGES,   JUST   ISSUED.      HUNDREDS  OF  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

FREE  TO  ANGLERS  EVERYWHERE. 

Awarded  the  ONLY  GOLD  MEDAL,  International  Sports  Exhibition,  Crystal  Palace,  London,  1904,  for  Rods,  Lines,  Flies,  dtc. 

HIGHEST  AWARD,  Piscatorial  Exhibition,  1889. 

FOSTER  BROS. 

MIDLAND  WORKS,  ASHBOURNE,  ENGLAND. 

In  LONDON  our  Rods,  Lines,  &c.,  may  be  obtained  at  HARRODS'  LTD.,  Sports  Dept.,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

{Close  to  HOLBOBN),  I^ONDON,  W.C. 

BEST  GREENHEART  or  WHOLE  CANE  TROUT  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed, 
CORK  GRASP,  Snake  Riugs,  Universal  Winch  Sittings,  Brazed  under  Slide,  Socltet 
Spear,  and  Division  Bag  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •.•         ■•.  22A 

DITTO,  GREENHEART  or  WHOLE  CANE.    2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Snake  Rings, 

Bronze  Fittings,  Divi.siou  Bag      ...        "...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  10/6 

BEST  GUN  METAL  TROUT  REELS.    Hard  .Steel  Check  Revolving  Plate, 

2i  7/6, 2i  8/6,  2t  10/6 

BRONZED  REVOLVING  PLATE  CHECK  REELS  2  in.  3/-,  2i  3/3,  2J  3/6 

BEST  WATERPROOF  SILK  TROUT  LINES. 

Level  25  yards,  1/6  &  1/9  ;  30  yards,  1/9  <fe  2/2  ;  40  yards,  2/4  &  2/10 
BEST  GUT  CASTS.    3  yards,  Tapered,  x  stout  to  Ix  fine  ;  stout  to  2x  ;  medium  to  4x.   6<*.  each 

BEST  TROUT  FLIES.   Eyed,  or  on  Gut   1/-  doz. 

BEST  FLOATING  DRY  FLIES.    4  Wings,  Eyed   1/6  doz. 

CATALOQUES  QRATIB. 


BRISTOL  WATER  WORKS  COMPANY. 

BLAGDON  RESERVOIR. 

The  Blagdon  Reservoir  is  one  hour  by  rail  fiom  Bristol.  The  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  Fishing  may  be  obtained  from  the  General 

Manager,  Bristol  Water  Works  Company,  Bristol. 
Charge  per  Rod  per  day,  £1  for  Fishing  from  a  Boat ;  10/-  from  the  Bank 
As  Rods  are  limited  arrangements  must  be  made  beforehand  to 
prevent  disappointment. 


ANCLO-NORWECIAN  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT:    COL.  W.  BROMLEY-DAVENPORT,  D.S.O.,  M.P. 


Ibe  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between  its  memben  in 
everything  affecting  their  interests  and  rights. 

It  also  acts  as  &  Private  Agency  tor  Letting  the  Fishing*  or  Sporting  Rights  of  Its  memben  in 
Norway  and  Sweden. 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  the  principal  Norwegian  Bivers,  the  Association  is  in 
a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in  Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information. 
For  further  details,  and  for  Lists  of  Fishings,  etc.,  to  be  let  by  members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec. 

Mr.  A.  VENABLE5  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 


TURNBULL'S 

CATALOGUE 


OF 


NEW  ANGLING 
GOODS 

NOW  FtEADY. 


M  USE  TURNBULL'S- RODS  AND  TACKLE.' 


Send  Name  and  Address  for  a  Copy  (free)  to 

R.  TURNBULL, 

10  and  12,  Hanover  Street, 
EDINBURGH, 


ENRIGm[;SRODS. 

The  01Sri-<Y  Double-handed 
Events  (International  Tournament, 
London,  1904),  Amateur  and  Pro- 
fessional, were  Won  with  above 
Rods. 

Also  BRITISH  RECORD  CAST 
(34  yds.  2  ft.)  with  Single-handed 
ENRIGHT  ROD. 


CATALOOVES  J'JtOM 

JOHN  ENRIDHT  AND  SON, 

CASTLECONNELL. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(late  ADLINOTON  &  HUTCHINSON,  Established  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  g^enuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


THE  ARROW  FISHERY, 

HBREFOBDSJSIRE. 

In  many  waters  the  Natural  Food  Supply  requires  attention. 
Fresh-water  Shrimps,  Snails  (various),  Larv*  (various),  should  be  stocked 
in  all  suitable  waters.    Useful  Water  Plants  also  supplied. 

For  advice,  prices,  dx.,  npply — 
THE  ARROW  FISHERY,  Eardisland,  Pembridge,  Herefordshire 


THE  FARIO  FISHERY. 

HARRIETSHAM,  KENT. 

Proprietor  L.  MASON. 


WATERS  INSPECTED  FREE  OF  CHARGE 

BY  EXPERT,  ON  PAYMENT  OF  3rd  CLASS  FARE  ONLY. 
The  ijreat  demand  for  the  J'atnoiis  Fario  from  this  Fishery  tiecessitates  i/ie 
early  sale,  to  mahe  room,  of  a  large  quantity  of  splendid  two-year-old  liainboics. 
C'listomers  boohing  now  will  secare  the  benefit  of  a  great  reduction  in  price. 
ADVICE   BY   POST  GRATIS, 


Tine   Sxnoke   tli.a.t  Ssi>tisfies. 


"  L'extravagance  de  la  perfection." 

TORTOISE = SHELL 
MIXTURE 

5CI.    P®**  1/8  Pei- i  "b.  Tin. 

W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Branch  of  tne  llmperial  Toliacco  Company  (of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland), 
Limited. 


BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  WATERWORKS, 

ELAN  VALLEY,  near  RHAYADER,  RADNORSHIRE. 

During  the  present  fishing  season  the  fishing  in  the  reservoirs,  streams,  and 
lakes,  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  in  the  Elan  Valley,  is  open  to  subscribers 
on  the  following  terms  : — 

SEASON  TICKETS    £5   5  0    i    WEEKLY  TICKETS        ...   £0  10  6 

MONTHLY  TICKETS       ••.   £2  0  0    |    DAY  TICKETS    £0    2  6 

Copies  of  rules,  regulations,  and  any  other  information  may  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  John  Jones,  Estate  Agent,  Penralley,  Ehayader ;  or  from  Mr.  E.  Antony 
Lees,  Secretary,  Water  Department,  44,  Broad  Street,  Birmingham. 


RAMSBOTTOM'S 

Report  and  Price  List  of  the 

NEW  FISHING  GUT 


is  Now  Ready. 


Please  Send  for  a  Copy  to :— 


R.  RAMSBOTTOM, 

8X,  Mar*ket  Sti^eet,  MAxnclxestex* 


Telegrams:  "PISCATOR." 


Telephone :  1539. 
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SOUPS 
SAUCES 
PICKLES 
MARMALADE 


BLACK 


JAMS 
JELLIES 

PRESERVED 
PROVISIONS 


S 


ARE  SOLD  BY  THE  LEADING  STOREKEEPERS  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD. 
•BY  SPECIAL  WARRANT  PURVEYORS  TO  THE  KING. 


BEWARE 


of  people  assuming'  and  trading  in  the  name 
of  Ogden.  AYOIO  disappointment  by 
dealing  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Jaetc  Sent 


POPHAM 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANDFACTDRER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE, 

Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

The  best,  most  reliable,  and  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 

CUSTOMERS'  PATTERNS  CORRECTLY  COPIED  AND  DESPATCHED  PER  RETURN  POST.    SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "  Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.      SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

JAS.    OGDEN'S  NEW      INVICTA  "  FLY  (Registered),   6/-  per  dozen. 


The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing  tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 

Xele]plione  27Y5. 


■1 

i 

The  Simplex  Aquatic 
Weed  Cutter 

(Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad). 

Can  be  pxed  and  worked  from  any  punt  or 
boat.  Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.  Suitable 
for  Lake  or  River.  It  is  the  simplest,  there- 
fore the  best. 

CHEAPEST  MACHINE  ON  THE  MARKET. 

Price  from  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


PERCY  WADHAM, 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  Tiie  Carisbrooke  Fisliing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


MALGOM  &  CO. 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 


INVENTORS  OF  THH   ,    .  . 

rraxmed  Angola. " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

Tanned  Angola, " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 


WADING  ST0CKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Field,  Juue  SO,  1900. 

WOOLLEN  WADINC  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  CREE8  STREET,  lElCESTER  SPARE,  W.C. 

CATALOaUES  GRATIS. 
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AlSrOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHIMO    QUARTERS,  Sect. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Oue  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  In  Bugland. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 


Within  Easy  Distance  oF  Two  Golf  Linlts. 

Coarse  Fisliing  opened  June  2. 
Trout  Fishing  Now  Open. 

Lake  and  stream  open  and  many  Oood 
fish  in  both. 

Board  and  Resldeuse  from  31  Onlueno  per  week 
Bent  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  ra'ige 
Stabling  and  Coach-hou>et.  All  t.ralni  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Rooni  Is  d"*  lidded 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams  :  Orjppiths,  Frhwsham  Pobd.chvjrt. 
Q.  A.  W.  QRIFFITHS.  Proprietor 

LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Stream.s.  Salmon  Pishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  July,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Pishing  Tackle.  Posting.  BozUe—'Ra.il 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  he 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  Is.  Gd.  per 
day,  Winter ;  Ss.  6d.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  flsh  caught  during  the  last 
tew  months.  'ITie  largest  Pike  scaling  224  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE. 

"pHE  far  famed  resort  for  Anglers  on 
Izaak  Walton's  classic  rivers,  the 
Dove  and  Manifold. 

The  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  and 
close  to  the  rivers.  Write  for  full  illus- 
trated Tarifi  from —  • 

The  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS, 

'  Post  town,  ASUBOURNE. 


CULAG  MOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires:  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  Lai  KG,  N.B.) 

Tlie  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Wishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs.  Also 
Fir.st-cla.ss  Hea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.  Good  Boats  and  FiXperieuced 
Gillies.  Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Staticm  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.  „^  ^KA  y,  Ptoprietnx. 


Lough  Corrib,  Co.  Oalway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oug^hterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  U>  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Sjiring  and  Summer, 
'i'rout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  iieeu  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  B.OOO  acres  of  Grouse 
Shooting  to  be  let  from  August  lath  to  October 
Ist.  The  Hotel  has  been  enlarged  latterly  by 
lU  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot 
and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in 
readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAIJGUTON,  Proprietor 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


SEASON    OVKNEI)   MARCH  1. 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    Average  for  last  Two 
Seasons:  111  Salmon  and  300  lbs.  Trout.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and 
in  bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms.  10/6  per  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LAKE-VYRNWY  HOTEL 


SPLENDin    TROUT  FISHING, 

Rooms  and  Boats  now  being  Booked. 

IVI  O  E>  E  R  N  HOTEL. 

EVERY  COMFORT  &  ATTENTION.   ELECTRIC  LIGHT.   MODERATE  CHARGES. 
Station  PENYBONTFAWR. 

Telegraph:  "Hotel,  Lako-Vyrnwy."         /'on/ ;"  Ijako-Vyrnwy  Hotel,  Llanfyllin." 


THE  OAKENGLOUGH  FISHERY, 


Garstang:,  Lancashire. 


PK>opx>let:ov 


HAROUD  JjB.CKBON. 


500   Acres  of  Water.  10   Miles  of  Streams. 

THE  PREMIER  FISHERY  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Pontlnalia.    Yearllnjrs,  two-year-olda, 
and  three-year-olda,  for  stocking  water.  Season  1905.    Booklngi  now  being  made. 

ttatarklly-fed  Fish,    No  hotBi-fleBh,  making  bottom  fexders  uxi  oannibuls,  and 
yrodaclng  dlaekae  and  dtath.    Gaaianttad  Itia  rising,  spouting  fish. 
Jfre«  Advice  by  Post.  f)orT«apondenee  eordieUly  invited. 


SUTHERlL-AlSrOSHIIlE. 

SOOXJRXX3  XXO'I^ZSX.. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.   Badcall  3  miles  distant. 

SEA    FISHINO.  EXTENSIVE   BOATING   ANT)  HIRING. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 


MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessu. 


"NUELLENS  HOTEL" 

I  AIX-LA-CHAPELLE  (Aachen)7\ 


Entirely  Comfortable. 
Fixed  Prices, 

Completely  Renovated. 
DREMEL.  Proprietor. 


Of  the  Highest  Renown. 
In  Best  Position. 

OPPOSITE  THE 
ELISENBRUNNEN. 

Under  same  management  and  in  conjunction  witli  3  Bath  Hotels  and  D^pendances — 
KAISERBAD  MOTEL,       NEUBAD  HOTEL,       QUIRINUSBAD  HOTEL. 

Rooms  from  3  marks,  and  in  dependance  from  2  marks.      Pension,  including  rooms,  from  8  marks,  and  in 
dependance  from  H  marks. 
The  cwnhinaiion  ofi  exctlleiit  Hotels  Under  one  Manayetmat  ujers  to  Visitors  many  desirable  advantages. 
PENSION  BATES  FOR  KUR  GUESTS.  LIFT.  Eleotrie  Lifrht.  Central  Heating.  Larse  Garden. 

Extract  from  13th  Edition  of  "  Murraj-'s  Handbook  "  ;— "  This  hotel,  in  the  best  situation, 
  Is  recommended  as  capital ! "  


:ne:w   fishing  acquire:d. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Ea.sy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWA-LD,  Proprietress. 


MEN  I  HAVE  FISHED  WITH. 

By  FRED.  31  AT  HER. 

A  handsome  volume  of  372  pages,  with  eight  Portraits.    Sent  post-paid  on  receipt 
of  price,  $2.00  =  8/4. 

It  was  a  hai)i)y  thought  that  prompted  Mr.  Kreil.  Mather  to  write  for  the  Forest  and  Stiieam 
reminiscences  of  his  Hsbing  companions.  The  chapters  were  received  with  a  wai-m  welcome  at 
the  beginning,  and  have  been  of  sustained  interest.  Mr.  Mather  lias  enjoyed  a  fishing  comradeship 
witli  a  umnber  of  interesting  characters,  and  has  in  an  unusual  defiree  the  faculty  of  appreciating 
and  making  the  most  of  those  with  whom  he  c(mics  in  contact  in  his  angling  experiences.  A  large 
share  at  least  of  the  charm  with  wliidi  he  has  invested  his  characters  must  be  foiuid  in  his  own 
personality,  th-at  touchstone  to  discover  in  others  the  entertaining  qualities  we  have  all  so  nnich 
enjoyed  reading  about.  The  "  Men  1  Have  Fished  With  "  have  been  among  the  most  popular  series 
of  papers  ever  presented  to  FoiiKST  ANJj  Stukam  readers. 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING   COMPANY,  NEW  YORK. 


THE  "ORIGINAL- 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel, 
rhree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coapse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  Issued  t<' 
visitors  tu  Hotel  at  bs.  per  day.  BIlllardB  ; 
Posting;  Motor  accommodatloo.  Ueadquarteis 
of  (j.T.r;..  &c.— Address  PaoPRrETOB. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

On  River  Lyon, 
GLEN    LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance :  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Station,  and 
2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay.  Under 
new  management ;  in  connection  with  Tyndrum 
and  Crianlarich  Hotels.  A  large  extension  of 
Salmon  and  excellent  Trout  Fishing  has  been 
added  to  the  Hotel  Waters  this  season,  with 
two  boats  on  river  for  Trout.  Salmon  Fishing 
opened  .lanimry  15.— Apply,  R.  Stewart. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loeh  Tay,  Perthshi'pe,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Botel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  live — then  free  ;  Reserved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Trout  Fishing  on 
Loch  Tay  and  River  Dochart  free  to  visitors. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  Knioht. 
Note.— All  tlsh  are  retained  by  anglers. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  Tilston,  Proprietor. 


ROYAL  OAK  HOTEL, 

LEOMINSTER. 
TWO  MILES  OF  EXCELLENT  FISHING 

on  the  Lugg,  above  the  town,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors.  Day  tickets  can  be 
obtained  from 

WILLIAM  BRADFORD, 

Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

ffertdom,  Middlesex. 
Fis  >ermej  who  want  a  goon  Jay's  sport  of  Flae, 
Koa-jh,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  wator. 
Freih  stocked.  S60  acres  strictly  prjSdrved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
Trams  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welih  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZB8  OF  Fish  : 


Pike,  J  8  luch. 
Chub,  7  inch 
Rudd,  6  luch 
Tench,  8  inch 


Bream.  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
9n.igA0ii,  1  inch 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  .June  15. 


TROUT  FISHING  in  the  BLACK  FOREST. 

Three  Rivers  well  stocked.  20,000  put  in  every 
year.  For  particulars  apply  to  EENEST  LUZ, 

SCHWARZWALD  HOTEL 

FREUDENSTADT,  WURTTEIMBERG. 

Railway  Line  :  Strassbourg,  Offenbourg, 
Stuttgart. 

Anglers  &  Families  received  upon  moderate  terms. 


LOGH  RANNOGH  HOTEL 

KINLOCH-RANNOCH. 

First-class  Toiu-ist  Hotel.  Moderate 
charges.  Free  Pishing  on  Loch  and  part 
of  River.  Boats  and  experienced  Boat- 
men. Unrivalled  scenery.  Only  Hotel 
overlooking  the  Loch.  Posting  at  Struan 
and  Kinloch-Rannoch. 

GEO.  GOW,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams:  "Gow,  Kinloch-Rannoch." 


UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

UinJer  Di.stinf/iii.slied  I'atronaf/e. 
This  much-treiiuented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  oue  of  the  best 
(iolf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  I''urther  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams;  " Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Irelanil,  or  elsewhere." 


July  1,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


London  and  North  Western  and 
Caledonian  Railways. 


WEST  COAST  ROUTE,  EUSTON  TO  SCOTLAND. 


Glasgow  can  be  reached  more  quickly  and  easily 
from  Euston  than  from  any  other  London 
terminus. 

QUICKEST  TRAIN  SERVICE  LONDON, 
BIRMINGHAM,  BRISTOL,  LIVERPOOL,  AND 
MANCHESTER  TO  GLASGOW. 

ADDITIONAL  EXPRESS  TRAINS  JULY, 
AUGUST,  AND  SEPTEilBER,  1905. 

H.30  a.m.  EXPRESS  from  LONDON  (Euston). 
—A  New  E-xpruss  Train,  with  Luncheon  and  Tea 
Cars,  will  leave  London  (Euston)  at  11.30  a.m., 
arriving  at  Edinburgli  (Piinces  Street)  at  7.55 
p.m.,  Glasgow  (Central)  at  7.55  p.m.  Express 
Trains  in  connection  will  leave  Liverpool  (Ex 
change)  at  2.55  p.m.,  and  Manchester  (\  ictoria) 
at  2.35  p.m. 

A  .SPECIAL  TRAIN  for  HORSES,  CAR 
RIAGES,  and  DOGS  will  leave  Euston  at  6.20 
p.m.  from  Monday.  July  10th,  to  Monday,  August 
14th  (Saturdavs  and  Sundays  excepted). 

A  NEW  SLEEPING  SALOON  EXPRESS  will 
leave  London  (Euston)  at  7.45  p.m.  (Saturday 
and  Sunday  nights  excepted)  for  Perth  and  the 
Highland  Line,  and  will  be  due  to  arrive  Perth 
at  4.40  a.m.,  and  Inverness  9.8  a.m.  From  July 
18th  to  August  12th,  inclusive,  the  arrival  at 
Inverness  will  be  8.35  a.m. 

The  S.O  p.m.  Express  from  Euston  to  Aberdeen 
will  not  convey  passengers  from  London  to  the 
Highland  Line  while  the  7.45  p.m.  Highland 
Express  is  running,  except  on  Sunday  ni'.;hts. 

11.35  p.m.  EXPRESS,  London  (Euston)  to 
Edinburgh  (Princes  Street).  Perth,  and  Aberdeen. 
— A  New  Sleeping  Saloon  Express  for  Edinburgh 
(Princes  Street),  Perth,  and  A))erdeen,  and  the 
Highland  Line,  will  leave  Euston  at  11.35  p.m., 
and  will  arrive  Edinburgh  (Princes  Street)  at 
7.35  a.m.,  Perth  5.50  a.m.,  Oban  2.10  p.m., 
Dundee  9.45  a.m.,  Aberdeen  11.35  a.m.,  and 
Inverness  1.50  p.m.  A  Breakfast  Car  will  be  run 
from  Carstairg  to  Perth  by  this  train. 

11..50  p.m.  SLEEPING  SALOON  EXPRESS 
from  London  (Euston). — This  train  will  cease  to 
convey  passengers  for  Edinburgh  (Princes  Street), 
Perth,  Aberdeen,  and  Inverness,  and  will  be  for 
Glasgow,  Dumbarton,  Balloeh,  Greenock,  fJou- 
rock,  Wemyss  Bay,  <fec.  This  train  reaches 
Glasgow  (Central)  at  7.50  a.m. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager, 
L.  and  N.  W.  Railway. 

R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager, 

Caledonian  Railway. 

June,  190.5. 


London  and  North  Western 
Railway. 


QUICKEST  AND  MOST  COMFORTABLE 
ROUTE  between  LONDON  and 
BIRMl.NGHAM,  MANCHESTER,  LIVERPOOL, 
IRELAND,  .AND  THE  NORTH. 
Birmingham,    Manchester,    Liverpool,  and 
Glasgow  can  be  reached  more  ([uickly  and  easily 
from  Euston  than  from   any  other  London 
terminus. 


SUMMER  TRAIN  SERVICE— JULY,  AUGUST, 

and  SEFl'E.UBER:. 
ADDITIONAL  EXPRESS  TRAINS  WILL  BE 

RUN  FOP.  TOirRISI«  AND  SPORTSMEN 
FRO.M  LONDON,  BIRMINGHAM,  LIVERPOOL, 

MANCHESTER,  and  OTHER  PROVINCIAL 
TOWNS,  TO  NORTH  WALES,  BLACKPOOL, 
MORECAMBE,  THE  ENGLISH  LAKES, 
AND  TO  SCOTLAND. 


OF 


THROUGH  SERVICE  between  NORTH 
E.VGLAND  and  the  SOUTH  t'OAST. 
New  Through  Express  Trains  will  be  run 
between  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birmingham, 
and  other  parts  of  the  L.  and  N.  W.  system, 
via  Willesden  Junction,  and  Brighton,  East- 
bourne, Hastings,  St.  Leonards,  Tun  bridge  Wells, 
Margate,  Rjimsgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  Walmer, 
Deal,  Southampton,  Boscombe,  Bournemouth, 
Poole,  Dorchester,  and  Weymouth. 

NORTH  WALES,    CAMBRIAN    COAST,  iind 
ENGLISH  LAKE  DLSTRICl'. 
Additional  Express  Trains  will  be  in  operation 
from    lyondon    to    the    Tourist  and  Holiday 
Resorts. 


E.VGLAND  AND  BELFA.ST  (via  HOLYHEAD 
AND  GREENORE), 
The  6  45  p.m.  Express,  Belfast  to  Greenore 
will  leave  at  7.0  p.m.,  the  arrivals  at  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  I<<mdon,  being 
the  same  as  at  present,  and  the  through  service 
being  thus  accelerated  by  15  minutes.  A  Dining 
Car  is  run  by  this  Train  from  Belfast  to 
Greenore. 

A  Breakfast  Car  is  attached  to  the  Morning 
Bfiat  Train  for  Belfast,  which  leaves  (ireenore 
after  arrival  of  the  Express  Steamer  in  connec 
lion  with  the  7..'50  p.m.  Fast  Train  from  Eu.ston. 

Ixjndon  (Euston)  and  Bolton,  Blackburn 
Accrington,  and  other  East  Lancashire  Towns 
via  Stockport  and  Manchester  (Victoria, 
L.  and  Y.  Ry.). 

An  improved  through  service  Is  now  in 
oi<eratifjo. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Juliy,  1906.  General  Manager. 


NOTICE, 

All  the  Works  by   "The   Amateur  Angrier 
(E.  Marston)  may  now  be  had  at  the  Office  of 
the    FISHING    GAZETTE,   or   the  PUBLISHERS 
CIRCULAR,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


AFTER  WORK. 

FRAGMENTS  FROM  THE  WORKSHOP  OF  AN  OLD 
PUBLISHER. 


EDWARD  MARSTON,  F.R.G.S. 

("THE  AJI,^.TEnR  ANGLER"). 

Demy  Syo.,  pp.  358,  cloth  extra.    Price  10s.  net 

25  Full-page  Plates. 

Long  reviews  in  all  the  most  influential  journals  ii 
Loudon  and  the  provinces,  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  ii 
America,  Africa,  the  Australian  Colonies,  and  the  (Con- 
tinent of  Europe — all  of  a  laudatory  character — sufficiently 
attest  the  fact  that  it  contains  matter  of  much  interest 
to  a  great  number  and  variety  of  people. 

(Published  by  Me.  William  Heinemann.) 


Published  in  1884.    Now  out  of  print  and  scarce. 

AN  AMATEUR  ANGLER'S  DAYS  IN  DOVE  DALE 


Fcap.  8vo.,  with  several  Illustrations,  2s.  Gd.  net. 
Special  Limited  Edition  on  Handmade  Paper,  6s.  net. 

DOVE   DALE  REVISITED. 


Athenaeum. — "A  pleasant  record  of  pleasant 
places." 

Scotsman, — "  A  charming  little  volume." 


Yorkshire  Post.—"  He  just  takes  you  with  him. 
Queen. — ".lust  as  such  a  book  should  be  written. 
St.  James's  Gazette. — "  Fascinating  reading." 


l&mo.    Is.    Cloth,  gilt  edges.  '  ' 

FRESH  WOODS  AND  PASTURES  NEW. 

Nature. — "  Both  in  subject  and  treatment  it  is  a  gem." 

Saturday  Review. — "  A  real  acquisition  to  lovers  of  natural  history." 

Athenaeum. — "  The  '  Amateur  Angler  '  writes  as  agreeably  as  ever." 


l&mo.    Is.    Cloth,  gilt  edges. 

DAYS  IN  CLOVER. 

Daily  News.— "  Delightful  records  of  holidays  by  river  and  lake  side." 
Illustrated  News. — "  Delightful  to  the  contemplative  man." 
Athenaeum. — "Another  pleasant  contribution  to  literature." 

Fcap.  8to.    Is.  and  Is.  &d.    [Large  Paper  Edition,  6s.,  out  of  print.) 

BY  MEADOW  AND  STREAM. 

Globe. — "He  knows  how  to  write  charmingly  about  the  pastime  he  loves." 
Speaker. — "There  are  passages  in  it  of  quite  idyllic  charm." 
Athenaeum. — "  Another  of  those  tasteful  and  agreeable  volumes." 


Fcap.  Siio.     Second  Edition,  with  Portrait,  2s.    Edition  de  Luxe,  6s.  net. 

AN   OLD   MAN'S  HOLIDAYS. 

World. — "  '  An  Old  Man's  Holidays '  is  perhaps  the  most  delightful,  as  it  is  the  most  diverse,  of 
the  series  which  begun  with  '  Days  in  Dove  Dale,'  and  revealed  in  its  author  a  humorist  as  gentle 
and  as  genial  as  Charles  Lamb." 

County  Gentleman. — "  Extremely  bright,  and  told  with  a  ring  of  sportsmanlike  enthusiasm 
and  love  of  Nature's  beauty,  which  is  very  taking." 


Fcap.  8vo.    Is.  6d. 

ON  A  SUNSHINE  HOLYDAY. 

Daily  News. — "Will  be  welco)ne  to  all  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  the 
acijuaiutance  of  thi.s  delightful  writer." 

Bookseller.—"  Will  give  unstinted  pleasure  to  every  lover  of  nature." 
World.—"  Shows  the  author  of  '  Days  in  Dove  Dale '  at  his  best." 


Fcap.  8vo. 

SKETCHES  OF 


Half -parchment,  gilt  top,  5s.  net. 

BOOKSELLERS  OF 
DAYS. 


OTHER 


Globe. — "One  of  the  daintiest  books  ever  turned  out  by  his  firm." 
Athenaeum. — "  Undeniably  interesting." 

Bookseller. — "  A  large  amount  of  exceedingly  interesting  matter." 


Fcap.  8vo.  Half -parchment,  gilt  top,  5s.  net.      Edition  de  Luxe,  10s.  &d.  net. 

SKETCHES  OF  BOOKSELLERS  OF  THE 
TIME  OF   DR.  JOHNSON. 

Times,  April  i,  1902. —"In  tlie  present  'Sketches,'  which  Mr.  Edward  Marston  has  recently 
reprinted  from  the  Pi'/iLiSHKRS'  CIRCULAR,  many  of  the  ancient  stories  are  revived  by  a  writer 
who,  as  the  dnijcn  of  the  London  publishers,  has  certainly  a  claim  to  be  heard." 


Fcap.  8vo.    5s.    Illustrated.    The  work  went  through  six  editions. 

Only  a  few  copies  left. 

FRANK'S  RANCHE;   OR,  MY  HOLIDAYS 
THE  ROCKIES. 


IN 


Any  of  the  above  Works  will  be  sent  Post  Free  on  receipt  of  the 
Advertised  Price.  P.O.O.  may  be  made  payable  to  Mr.  R.  A.  LARDENT, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


MAPLE  &  CO 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD 
LONDON 


SPECIALITIES  FOR  BUSY  MEN 


THE  "RUSSELL"  TABLE 


The  "RUSSELL"  Writing  Table  in  Oak, 
with  panelled  sides  and  back,  and  having 
numerous  fitted  drawers,  pigeon-holes,  slides, 
ikc,  the  whole  automatically  closing  with 
one  operation,  i  ft.  i  in.  £1  7s. 

This  Table  is  also  supplied  in  Walnut, 
3  ft.  6  in.,  4  ft.  7  in.,  and  5  ft. 


LIBRARY  CHAIRS 
EASY  CHAIRS 
BOOKCASES 

Write  for  "OF"  Book,  free. 


MAPLE  &  CO 


INSECT 
BITES. 

Mosquitoes, 
Gnats,  Flies, 
IVfidges. 

PRYOR'S  ANTI-BITE 

An  absolute  PREVENTIVE  against 
the  bites  of  all  Insects. 

THEY  WILL  NOT  COME 
NEAR  IT. 

It  is  deligiitful  to  use,  has  a  delicate 
perfume,  and  is  perfectly  harmless. 

A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS 

DIRECTIONS.— Four  a  little  into 
the  palm,  and  apply  to  the  face,  neck, 
hands,  and  ankles. 

THE   EFFECT   OF    ONE  APPLICATION 
LASTS   SEVERAL  HOURS. 


//;  Bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free. 
Prepared  by^ 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist, 

BECKENHAM,  KENT. 

Special  Agents  : 

KAROY  BROS., 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Specialists, 
ALNWICK  and  Branches. 


A  tablespoonful  in  the  bath  renders  the 
whole  body  proof  against  attack. 
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English,  Scotch, &  Norwegian  Angiing  Agents. 

ENGLISH,  SCOTCH,  AND  IRISH 

SHOOTINGS, 
GROUSE  MOORS  &  DEER  FORESTS. 

Norwegian  Elk  and  Ryper  Shootings. 

Austrian  and  Hungarian  Shootings. 


ENGLISH  &  SCOTCH  ESTATES  FOR  SALE 


Only  A  ddress : — 

"LUMLEY  HOUSE," 
34,  St.  James's  St.,  London,  S.W. 

(One  door  from  Jermyn  Street). 


London  and  South  Western 
Railway. 

IMPORTANT  ALTERATIONS   of  the 
SUMMER  EXCURSIONS. 


TRAINS  from  WATERXOf)  STATION  to  Uk 
SUNNY  SOUTH,  DEVON,  CORNWALL,  S( ) M  H II 
SET,  etc.  ARRANGED  AT  CONVENIENT 
TIMES.  Giving  Residents  in  ontlying  Di-stricts 
opportunity  to  join.    (Through  bookings  from 

WOOLWICH  to  certain  pliices). 
FAST  EXCURSIONS  from  WATERLOO  (and 
other  London  and  Suburban  Stations),  until 
fuitlier  notice. 

SUNDAYS.— DayTrips  at  0.30  a.m.  toHOtTRNE- 
MOUTH,  Christcburch,  Brockenhurst,  Lyndburst 
Road,  SOUTIIAJIPTON  W.,etc.  :  atS.'ioa.m.  to 
ISLE  OF  WIGHT,  Peterstleld,  PORTSMOUTH 
(for  Soutlisea),  Midhurst,  etc.  ;  at  S.5II  a.m.  to 
ALDI'IRSHOT,  I'ainham,  etc. 

JIONDAYS.— Day  Trips  at  6.45  a.m.  to  ISLE 
OF  WIGHT,  Trip  Round  the  I.sland,  PORT'S- 
MOUTH  (for  Soutlisea),  Midhurst,  etc.  ;  at  7.2,5 
a.m.  to  BOURNEMOUTH,  Christcburch,  Brock- 
enhurst, SOUTHAMPTON  W.,  Winchester,  ISLE 
OF  WIGHT,  Farnham,  ALDERSHOT,  etc.  ;  also 
to  WEYMOUTH,  Portland,  DORCHESTER, 
Wimborne,  SWANAGE,  etc.,  for  1  to  15  days; 
at  111.30  a.m.  tn  ISLE  OF  WIGHT,  Winchester, 
SOTiTHAMPTON,  etc.,  for  8  or  15  days, 
a  MONDAYS  and  FRIDAYS  at  8.30  a.m.  to  SID- 
MOUTH,  Bndleigh  Salterton,  SEATON,  Chard, 
LYME  REGIS,  Yeovil,  BATH,  Burnbam,  Wells, 
Shepton  Mallet,  SALISBURY,  Swindon,  Chel- 
tenham, GLOUCESTER,  etc.,  for  4  to  18  days. 

TUESDAYS,  at  111.30 a.m.  to  BOURNEMOUTH. 
Christcburch,  Brockenhurst,  Lyndburst  Road, 
SOUTHAMPTON,  etc.,  for  3  to  15  days  ;  at  0.20 
a.m.  to  TOTLAND  BAY',  Yarmouth,  Lymington, 
etc.,  for  3  or  10  days  ;  at  8.45  p.m.  for  CHER- 
BOURG for  14  days  or  less. 

WEDNESDAYS,  at  8.30  a.m.  (commencing 
Julv  .'■ith)  to  ISLE  OF  WIGHT,  Peterstield, 
POBT'SMOUTH  (for  Soutlisea),  Midhurst,  eti-., 
for  8  or  15  day*.  DAY'  ami  HALF-DAY  TRIPS 
to  GUILDFORD,  Witley,  HASLEMERE  (for 
Hindhead),  etc. 

THURSDAYS,  at  8.30  a.m.  to  BOURNE- 
MOUTH, Christcburcli,  Brockenhurst,  etc.,  for 
1  to  15  days  ;  at  9.45  p.m.  to  HAA'RE,  for  14  days 
or  less. 

THURSDAYS,  at  11.42  a.m.,  and  FRIDAYS, 
at  11.42  a.m.  (commencing  .Tuly  7tb),  and  12.10 
midniglit,  for  DEVON  and  CORNWALL 
STATIONS,  including  ILFRACOMBE,  Exeter, 
Tavistock,  PLYMOUTH,  Exmouth,  BARN- 
STAPLE, BUDE*,  Wadcbridge,*  Launceston, 
Padstow*,  etc.  (*Night  train  only  on  Fridays.) 
At  8..50  a.m.  to  LY"NTON,  etc.,  for  3  to  18  days. 

FRIDAYS,  at  10.30  a.m.,  to  WEYMOUTH, 
Portland,  DORCHESTER,  Swanage,  etc.,  for 
4  to  18  days. 

On  FRIDAYS  and  SATURDAYS  to  CAEN, 
TROUVILLB,  ETRETAT,  etc.  ;  on  SATURDAYS 
to  ST.  MALO;  and  Every  WEEK-DAY  to 
ROUEN,  for  14  days  or  less. 

For  full  particulars  of  the  above  WEEK-END 
Bookings,  etc.,  also  EXCURSIONS  to  RIVER- 
SIDEand  SUBURBAN  Stations,seei)rogranime8, 
obtainable,  together  with  "free"  copy  of  Illus- 
trated Guide,  List  of  Hotels,  Apaitmeuls, 
Lodgings,  etc.,  at  the  Company's  London  Offices, 
or  from  Mr.  HENRY  HOLMES,  Superintendent 
of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 

CHAS.  .L  OWENS,  General  Manager. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

Beutscbe  .  ♦ 
Hnglersdtuno, 


PCBLISHKD  BY 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Bemi-Monthlj.  Foreign  Annual  Subacription,  m,  8. 

Addhk.sh— 

F,  SCHIRMER,  Berlin  W.  NeuenburgerSt.  14a. 


MAKERS  OF 
BEST  SPLIT  CANE 

RODS 

/LIGHT  AND  STIFF,  FOR'^ 
DRY  FLY  WORK. 


15,  Jermyn  Street,  St.  James', 
LONDON,  S.W. 


Write  for  lOOfi 
Illustrated  Cata- 
logue, Pout  Vree. 


THE  HEBRIDEAN  SPORTING  ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED. 
RODEL  HOUSE  &  FINSBAY  LODGE, 


With  the  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishings  in  SOXTTTH  :^X.A.XC>XCXS  Outer 
Hebrides,  including  the  famous  OlBEtJE!  I."cli  of  Harris,  and  numerous  other  excellent 
Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Lochs.  TERMS RoDKi.i,  iluusK  :  To  .June  30,  £2  10s.  per  week  ;  during 
•Inly,  £6  6x.  per  week  ;  fnmi  August  1  till  September  'iO,  .£8  8*.  per  week  ;  and  thereafter  £6  C«.  per 
week.  FiNSBAY  LoPQE  :  To  .luly  15,  £2  10«.  per  week  ;  from  that  date  till  September  20,  £4  10».  per 
week  ;  thereafter  £2  10.s-.  per  week.  The  above  charges  include  Board,  Lodgings,  and  Right  of 
Fishing.    EXTRAS  ;  Boatman's  charge,  3s.  ikl.  per  day,  and  Is.  per  rod  daily  for  boats  wlien  used. 

For  Particulars  and  Bookings  apply  to  the  Secretary,  Gkorok  D.  Stirlinq,  C.  A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow ;  or  Jamks  Dowki.l,  Sporting  Agent,  of  Lumley  House,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
London,  S.  »V. 

RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA.  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

Reared  u  much  on  natural  u  &rtlf1ct<\l  food  ;  loM  by  mlnlmu  ->  meMUremeni.,  iml  oy  «v«rKge 
length.    UoUusca,  Crustaceana,  Water  Plauti,  &c. 

It  PEPTO,"— Peptonised  Fish  Meal—made  from  pure  Oah  «u<l  (lapiiue  S<ile  Kritlir 
Agent    Inspection  Invited.    Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  lUt  to— 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR   CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 

Always  Ready  for  Usb. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  //-, 
or  one  tin,  4d. 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  GALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,   skilled   or   unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book: 

"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisii  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Henby  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


NOTHING 

more  deadly  for  Trout " 
than  the 

PERFECT-FLOATING 

COGHYBONDHU' 

OR  SHORN  PLY,  MARLOW  BUZZ, 

BRACKEN  CLOCK,  tec 

FLOATS  UNAIDED 

for  any  length  of  tint*, 

JOWEVEB  CLUMSILY^ 
CAST. 

THE  FIELD  s&ys  :—"  Mr.  Kennedy's 
imitation  is  so  realistic  that  it  would 
deceive  anyone." 

Genuine  only  in  sealed  Envelopes  with  signature 
of  Inventor. 

J.  L.  KENNEDY,  "EllersUe," 


Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Roach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours, 
White  and  Pink.  Packets  3d .  &  6d .  each. 

CEROLEUIVI. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &c. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 


Of  TACKLE  DEALERS  at  home  and  abroad,  or 
direct  from  the  Kaker, 

WIJCLIAIVI  KIISTG, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

Postage  Extra. 


W.H.Y.  Special  Waterproofing 

FOR 

FISHING,  COLF&  SHOOTING  BOOTS. 

Readily  absorbed. 
Resists  Mould  and  Insects. 
Cans,  6d.  and  1/-  nett. 

Of  Stores,    Oilmen,  Ac. 


To  FISHING  TJBLCKI^E 
lYI  AlSrUFACXXJRERS. 

Fly  Dressing  Feathers,  Foreign  Bird 
Skins,  Quills,  &c.,  of  the  best  quality, 
supplied  to  the  trade  only,  in  large  or 

small  quantities. 
3lrs.  C.  J.  TILLTA  RD,  JO,  Bartholomew 
Close,  LoHiton,  jE.C 


Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stonr, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  advts.,  26  words  for  1«.,  prepaid. 
Address:  "Observer"  OtBee,  Bournemouth. 


Broadstairs 


(UNDER  2  HOURS  FROM  TOWN). 


TO    CITY  MEN, 
ANGLERS,  GOLFERS, 
AND  OTHERS. 

A  FEW  FRIENDS  CAN 
HAVE  EXCEEDINGLY 
NICE  APARTMENTS 

(Well  Furnished) 

ALL  THE  YEAR  ROUND 


FOR 


4/- 


WEEKLY 
EACH, 


WITH   OTHER  ADVANTAGES, 
REDUCING  THIS  AMOUNT  BY 
ONE  HALF. 


Close  Sea.  Handy  for 
DEAL  and  SANDWICH. 


WRITE  NOW. 


PAGE 


36,  DUKE  STREET, 

J   MANCHESTER  SQUARE,  W. 


N 


AVAL,  SHIPPING,  AND  FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION,  EARL'S  COURT. 

Noon  to  11  p.m.    Admission,  Is. 

Naval  Consteuction,  Abmamknts, 
Shipping,  and  Fisheries. 

NELSON'S  Centenary  Relics. 
PISHING  VILLAGE. 
MODEL  OP  "VICTORY." 
Grand  Naval  and  Military  Concerts. 
Go  on  Board  the  full  size  Cruiser. 
Real  Batteries  of  4-7  guns,  Hotchkiss 

and  Maxims. 
The  Cruiser  is  manned  by  a  crew  of  150 
Handy-men. 

PANORAMA  OP  THE  BATTLE  OF 
TRAFALGAR. 

West's  "  Our  Navy."    Captive  Flying 
Machine.  Fairy  Grotto.  Burton's  Great 
Red   Indian  Village.      Voyage   in  a 
Submarine. 
Famous  Sea  Fights.    Tillitum  Canoe. 


C3- s  ixrrr  X.  s  £1 . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  8»mpi6  llu. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  lor  terma  to  J.  T. 
PICKERsGILL  t4,  Market  Pl»c«.  Keigliley, 
York. 


KEATING  S 
POWDER 

-  BUGS 
FLEAS 
-  MOTHS 
BEETLES. 

Tins  3^  B-i  &  1/- 
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WALBRAN'S  WORLD-FAMED  MIDGE  FLIES,  either  on  finest 
drawn  gut  or  eyed  hooks,  2/-  per  doz. 

WALBRAN'S  SPECIAL  MOTHS  for  evening  fishing,  four  patterns, 
on  eyed  hooks,  2/6  per  doz. 

WALBRAN'S  EDEN  BUSTARDS,  "Dicky"  Routledge's  patterns, 
white,  brown,  yellow,  and  red,  on  gut  or  eyed  hooks,  2/-  per  doz. 

3  yd.  Gut  Casts  for  Bustard  fishing,  9d.  each. 

3  yd.  Tapered  Gut  Casts  for  fine  fishing,  12  inch  lengths  of  gut, 
1/-  each  ;  10/-  per  doz.    2  yd.,  8d.  each;  7/-  per  doz. 

First  quality  Drawn  Gut  Casts,  ix,  2x,  3x,  and  4x,  each  stradd 

of  gut  12  inches  level,  9d.  each ;  8/-  per  doz.. 

No  better  Casts  than  these  are  procurable. 

SPECIAL  NEW  FLY  FOR  BLAGDON. 

THE  GOLDEN  DOCTOR,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor 
of  The  Fishing  Gazette.  Made  in  several  sizes;  most  suitable, 
1  /3  and  1/6  each,  on  best  eyed  hooks.  Also  made  in  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  sizes. 

THE  BLAGDON  CAST,  1/-  each;   10/-  per  doz. 


Simply  £i.dd]7ess 


WALBRAN,  LIMITED, 

LEEDS, 

General  Manager—FRANC\S  M.  WALBRAN. 

Central  Offices*  Show  Rooms:  38a,  WELLINGTON  ST.,  LEEDS. 

Wires  :  "  Halcyon,  Leeds." 


You  will 


soon  want 


TACKLE, 


We  have  the  most  up'to^date  patterns 
.    and  the  finest  value  in  . 

SEA  RODS 
SEA  REELS 
SEA  LINES 
SEA  BOOMS 
SEA  LEADS 

In  addition  to  EXPERTS'  SPECIALITIES. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


If  yim  huve  nut  seen  our  I90S  Catulogue,  send  for  one.    It  contains 
a   unique  assortment  of  goods,  and  is  fully  illustrated. 

HY.    MILWARD   &   SONS,  Ltd., 


A  t  «  -.  «  ff  «  I  A  T 

I 


AERTEX 


THE  ORIGINAL 


CELLULAR 

THE  HEALTHIEST 

Shirts  &  Underwear 

Illustrated  Price  List  of  full  range  of  Aertex 
Cellular   Goods   for  Men,   Womeu,  aud 
Children,  sent  Post  Free  on  application. 

ROBERT  SCOTT,  Limited,  24,  Queen 

Victoria  Street,  E.G. 
OLIVER  BROTHERS,  Limited,  417, 
Oxford  Street,  W. 

And  1,000  other  Depots  in  London  and 
Provincial  Towns  of  U.  K.  See  Price  List 
for  Names. 


«•  r 


Telegrams :  *'  REELS.  NEWARK." 


Telephone,  No.  IIXJ. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Wholesale,   Retail,   and  Export 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
Acme  Works,  newark-on-trent. 

The  "MONHARD"  Roach  and  Bottom  Rod. 

Three  joints,  11  feet  long,  made  as  follows  :  best  selected  E.I.  caue 
butt  and  middle  and  greenlieart  top  joint,  fitted  with  best  universal 
winch  fittings,  cork  handle,  partition  case,  and  beautifully  finished. 
Price  12s.  6d. 

Maker  of  Rods,  Reels  and  Tackle  for  all  kinds 
of  Fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  WORLD. 


EXTRACT   FROM  LETTER. 


"  Nottingham,  June  3rd,  1905. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  Rods  and  Reels  made  to  my  order,  please 
accept  my  thanks  for  same,  and  I  beg  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  these  are  vastly 
superior  for  river  fishing  to  any  other  of  this  mako  that  I  saw  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  last  June;  the  balance  and  finish  of  Rods  is  perfection,  and  the  Reels  the 
very  best  I  have  ever  used. — Yours  truly,  F.  W.  K.  W." 


Agencies  in  Prance,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 


Vlll 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  1,  1906 


is? 


The  "Hardy"  Rods  used  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
Tournament  in  1904,  and  won  no  less  than  Ten 
Championships,  against  seven  by  all  other  makes 
(English,  Scotch,  Irish,  and  American),  were  built  of 


By  Royal  Warrant  Manufac- 
turers to  His  Royal  Highness 

THE  PRINCE  OP  WALES, 


PALAKONA. 


33 


REG' 


And  to  HU  Majesty 

THE  KING  OP  ITALY. 


NOTE.—Under  a  secret  process  this  bamboo  is  seasoned  to  spring  quicicer  than  temper ed  steel. 


Alnwick,  June  1st,  1905. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  tiiat  "  Palakonst "  (Regd.)  Cane  Built 
Fishing:  Rods  are  guaranteed  harder  and  more  stee!-like  than  any  others 
manufactured.  This  material  makes  a  rod  fully  30  per  cent,  harder  and  stifFer, 
consequently  these  rods  are  considerably  lighter  than  any  others.  No  other  cane- 
built  rods  should  be  purchased  by  those  who  appreciate  fme  quality,  perfect 
balance,  and  everlasting  wear.  Cane-built  rods  of  American  or  other  British 
manufacture  are  of  little  value  when  compared  with  "Hardy's,"  and  remember  you 
can  purchase  a  "Hardy"  for  3  guineas.  It  is  impossible  in  an  advertisement  to  give 
any  idea  of  the  many  specialities  designed  and  manufactured  by  us  in  Rods,  Reels, 
Flies,  Lines,  &c.,  &c.,  but  in  order  that  you  may  get  an  idea  we  will  send  you  free 
a  copy  of  our  large  Angler's  Guide  and  Catalogue  (worth  2/6)  on  receipt  of  your 
address.    Either  send  us  a  post-card  or  call  at  any  of  our  branches  and  ask  for  one. 


Branches- 


61,  PALL  MALL,  LONDON. 

12  to  14,  Moult  St.,  MANCHESTER;  and  5,  South  St.  David  St.,  EDINBURGH. 


HARDY  BROS..  ALNWICK 


July  1,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


ix 


C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  Lm 

X9X,   STRJLN^D,   X^Ol^DON^,  W.G. 

TEHPLB  STATION  (DISTRICT  RAILWAY)  WITHIN  TWO  MINUTES'  WALK. 

FARLOW'S  "  PERFECTMJCHT^aS  OR  CRILSE  RODS. 

In  Greenheart,  for  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  cannot  use  heavy 
Rods.  Made  in  two  lengths,  14  ft.  and  15  ft,  3  pieces,  fitted  with  all  the 
latest  improvements,  cork  handle,  snake  rings,  and  straight  ferrules. 
We  are  now  able  to  produce  these  Rods  much  lighter  than  formerly. 
In  balance  and  action  the  Rods  are  constructed  on  the  most  improved 
principles ;  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  found  to  be  quite 
powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  23  ounces,  price  £2  15s.,  with  two  Tops. 
The  15  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  26  ounces,  price  £3  5s.,  with  two  Tops. 

FARLOW'S  PATENT  LEVER  SALMON  WINCHES. 

Of  Alloyed  Aluminium,  can  be  regulated  to  any  stiffness  at  will.  The 
alloy  used  in  these  Reels  so  hardens  the  aluminium  that  they  will 
stand  hard  work  quite  as  well  as  brass,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
weights,  they  are  very  much  lighter. 

Sizes  kept  in  stock    3^      3|      4       4^      4^  inches. 

Weight  (about)    9       lOi     12      13i     14^  ounces. 

FARLOW'S  "  PERFECT"  CORK  HANDLE  OREENHEART 

TROUT  ROD. 

Made  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9  ft.  to  11  ft. 

The  grips  of  these  Rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left  for  the 
grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork  as  above  the  grip, 
consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  Rods  of  the  same  length.  The  play  of  the  Rod  being  con- 
tinued from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers,  finished  in  the  best 
manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement,  straight  metal  fittings,  snake  rings,  and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price  &\  10s.  eacli ;  superior  finish,  £2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  eacli  Roi) 

10  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 

Leonard's  Celebrated  American  Split  Bamboo  Fishing  Rods. 

Trout  Fly  Rods,  9  ft  to  10^  ft,  4  oz.  to  7^  oz.  each.  Salmon  Rods,  74ft,  15ft,  &  16ft,  about  21  oz.  to  23  oz.  each,  in  stock. 

A.T^X*    BOOKS     03V     .A.ZIO'Ca-X.XZa'Oi-    KZIPV    X"OR  &A.IjJE»^ 

Price  List  for  1905.     250  Illustrations,  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 

C.  FARLOW  &  GO.,  LTD.,  191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 

Telephone:  No.  2620  Gerrard.  Telegrams:  "Greenheart,  London." 
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FLO AT AN E 


AND 


FLOATANE  GUT  POLISH 

ARE  INDISPENSABLE 
TO  BUT  FIT  FISHERS. 


From  all  Tackle  Dealers ;  or  from 
W.  DODDS,  7,  Eastgate,  Peebles. 


EAST   INDIA  MOTTLED 
CANES. 

A  Special  Consignment  of  the  above,  very 
thin  In  Butt,  and  from  18  ft.  long,  perfect  natural 
Bods,  In  one  piece  as  imported,  prices  1/6  to  2/8 
each.  Very  flue  picked,  price  3/6  each.  Makes 
the  best  and  lightest  of  Salmon  or  Sea  Bods,  &c. 

E.  WHim,  16,  Basnelt  St, Liverpool. 


CISHURSTINE. 

Th«  Best  Dubbing  for  Fishing  Hod 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited.  London. 


10/21,  12/3, 
14/-,  15/9. 

SUIT  LENGTH  BANTRY 
"HOMESPUN"  TWEEDS, 

Variety  of  shades  ;  pure  wool ;  stylish, 
durable ;  unexcelled  for  fishing,  shooting, 
and  golfing  suits  and  costumes ;  patterns 
free.  Thomas  Copithobnb,  Bantry, 
Iceland, 


WORIMIS. 

Specially  prepared,  ready  for  use,  Maiden- 
dews  and  Brandling  Worms,  1/3  per  box. 

3VIAGGOTS. 

Clean  and  freshly  bred.  Very  large.  Send 
P.O.,  1/3,  for  sample  tin. 

I»IIE  SE R YE r>  BAITS. 

Bright  and  tough  preserved  Minnows, 
Sprats,  and  Gudgeons,  1/6  per  bottle,  post 
free.  Lob  Worms  for  Salmon,  2/6  per  box. 

J.  E.  MILLER,  19,  New  Station  Street 

(Northern  Anglers'  Depot),  Leeds, 


STORER'S  Coventry -made 
Plaited  Silk  Lines  are  giving 
great  satisfaction. 

Undressed  silk,  from  1/6  per  100  yds. 
Enamel-dressed,  from  1/-  per  20  yds.,  any  length. 
Wax-dressed  (a  new  process),  very  strong,  from 

Sd.  per  20  yds. 
Cable-laid  linen  lines,  from  1/3  per  100  yds. 

FOE  CASH  ONLY. 

Send  Address&.l  Envelope  for  Samfiles. 

J.  STORER,  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer, 
13,  Much  Park  Street,  Coventry. 


SPROVSTON,  KELSO. 


HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Files  at  the  Great  International 
Flsheriss  Ezhlbltlon,  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  ol  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


H.  JOHNSON, 

GUT  MERCHANT. 

Send  six  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 
fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see  Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DEAWN  GTJT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6 ;  15  iu.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  I>er  100. 
BEST  TJHDBAWir  GTJT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 
18  in.,  3/-i  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 

GTJT  CASTS,  FIEST  ftUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4 ; 
2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 

BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  EOACH  LINES,  per 
100  yards,  1/6;  BABBEL,  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 

BEST  NOTTINGHAM  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000. 

THE    TRAIiE  SUPPLIED. 


155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham 


THE 


BYSTANDER. 

Pvioe  6cl. 

ilti  Illustrated  Weekip  Journal 

(Iisned  by  the  Proprietor!  of  The  Oraphic). 


EVERY  TUESDAY. 


Office:  Tallii  St.,  Wbitbvbiabi,  E.O. 


Artistic^Decorations. 

THE  FOUR  CELEBRATED 
SHOOTING  SUBJECTS 

After  GEORGE  MORLAND. 

In  Old  Style  Frames,  Black  and  Gold, 

with  Black  Mount. 
Price  2s.  Sd.  each,  the  set  Qs. ;  or 
2s,  6d.  each,  the  set  10s.  (carriage  paid) 

in  United  Kingdom. 

Catalogues  free  on  application  to 

GRAPHIC  OFFICE, 
Fine  Art  DeDartment,  190.  Strand,  W.C. 


FISH  PRESERVED  AND  MOUNTED 

Entirely  new  style  (Registered  by  Royal 
Letters  Patent).    First-class  work,  low 
charges. 


Pish  Specialist  and  Expert  Taxidermist, 
BrooJifSBi7.Br,  BiRJuisaaAM. 

Club  Secretaries  should  write  for  Special  Tenus. 
Nearly  300  Testtmonlali,  all  entirely  nnsoUcited. 


PORCELAIN 
RINGS. 

The  unqualified  success  of  our  genuine 
Porcelain  Bod  Bing  is  attested  by  the 
leading  anglers  of  the  day.    List  of  sizes, 
prices,  and  particulars  free. 
F.  W.  DA£^£:, 

Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  Staffs. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd.. 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 

Apply— Donald  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


x^ooK :    look:  r 

BAITS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS. 

The  Best  early  BAIT  for  Trout  and 
all  kinds  of  Coarse  Fish  is 

THE  CADDIS  GRUB 

Half  pint,  1/3,  post  free. 

TTTFAIfFR   2,  BROAD  marsh, 
in^iAA-rin.,  Nottingham. 


MILLER'S  CELEBRATED 
YORKSHIRE  FLIES. 


19,    NEW    STATION    STREET,  LEEDS. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE  FISHERY 

Book  to  WiMBLKDON  Park  Station. 


Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  till 
February,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikeing  in- 
clusive). Two  Bods  allowed.  Punts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Fishing:  1/-  One  Bod; 
2/6  Jacking,  Two  Bods.  Water  has  been 
freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Fly,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by 

A.  NEWHAM,  Water  Bailiff. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

3f  B.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontlnalis, 
and  Rainbows  ;  also  fresh  water  Mollusoa, 
Ivastaceans,  May  Fly  Eggs,  Larvss,  &c., 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  nrakexi.. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 


FISHERMEN  SHOULD  ALL 
SEE  HEARDERS'  EXHIBIT 

.  .  AT  .  . 

Naval  &  Fisheries  Exhibition, 

Earl's  Court,  London, 

YACHTING  SECTION.  —  Fishing 
Village. -See  their  365  D,  and  Challenger 
Bait  that  took  16J  cwt.  of  PoUock  on 
three  rods  in  three  days  at  Plymouth. 
Manufactured  only  by  the  inventors. 
Wholesale  or  retail. 

HEARDER  &  SON, 

195,  Union  Street,  Plymouth. 

KST.\TlLISHf;i)  1770. 


THEAKER'S 

PLAITED  FISHINQ  LINES  ARE  WELL- 


KNOWN  EVERYWHERE. 


ROAOH  ...    ...  per  I0«  yards   1  6 

Barbkl     ...  „  2  0 

Piu    „  3  8 

Salmon     ...         „  4  6 

Send  directed  envelope  tor  afcrnples,  and  test 
wRh  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hsoks  to  Gut  for 
tfatoh  fishing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
it  Imcli  drawn  gut,  from  3z  to  6x,  lOd.  per  doz.  ; 
'.8  inch  gut,  7d.  per  doz.  Best  Out  Casts,  fine, 
medium,  «r  strong,  1  yard.  Is.  per  doz. ;  2  yards, 
it.  M.  per  doz.  ;  3  yards,  3^.  6d.  per  doz.  Dealer 
In  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Best  Nottingham  Lob 
worms  and  Bag,  8s.  id.  per  1,000.  The  trade 
supplied. 

2,   BROAD    MARSH,  NOTTINGHAM. 


Birkbeck  Bank 

ESTABLISHED  1851 

2i  per  cent.  INTEKEST 

allowed  on  Deposit  Accounts  Repayable  on 
Demand. 

2  per  cent.  INTERBSl 

allowed  on  Current  Accounts  on  minimum 
monthly  balances  when  not  drawn  below  £100. 

Advances  made  to  Customers,  and  all  General 
Banking  Business  transacted. 

Apply,  C.  F.  RAVENSCROFT,  SeoreUry, 

Southampton  Buildings,  High  Holborn,  'VKC. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  A-  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall ; 
LI  _MLEV  &  DO  WELL,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS'.  Ludgate  Circus;  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C. 


15th  YEAR. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(ISth  YEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  cirsulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes, 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

"  Le  Pecheur." 

Ofpce :  ^0,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fkhlngs  to 
Let  In  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appll 
cation  to  ' 

J.WATSON  LYALL&Co.,Lt(l. 

Land  Agents, 

118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  Is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY 
GAZETTE. 

The  Leading  Service  Journal 
of  the  British  Empire. 

Price  6d.  By  Post,  e^d. 


Offices:  22,  Essex  Stbeet,  Stband, 
London,  W.C. 


FOR  DRY  FLY 
FISHING. 


FLOTO. 

In  Improved  Bottle,  Is.  post  free. 

Spread  on  the  Fly  every  half  hour  or  so  ; 
splendid  results  obtained. 

L.  BEEDLE,  Chemist,  OldTraflford. 


TT70RMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
'  '  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  Fob  Cash  only.  One 
gross,  properly  scoured,  packed  in  moss 
in  good  bag,  carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9(2. ;  9 
gross  do.,  3s.  Send  P. 0.0.  to  Habdy  Bbob., 
5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


BOOTH'S  '97  Light  Roach  Rod 

Three  joint,  balanced  handle,  cane,  lancewood 
top,  snake  rings,  brazed,  winch  fittings ;  best 
bag ;  lightest  Rod  used.  lOi,  11,  and  12  feet 
5/4,  6/10,  and  6/6.  I  have  some  ready, 
carriage,  id. 

BOOTH'S  FIVE  JOINT  BAMBOO  ROACH 
ROD,  5/8. 

Balanced  handle,  11  ft.  snake  rings,  winch  fit- 
tings, lancewood  top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage  id. 

"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — Marston,  Fishing  Gazette. 

FINEST  UNDRAWN  CUT  (per  lOO),  20 

in.,  3/11.    First  Quality. 

15  in.  DRAWN  CUT,  4X,  3/9  per  100. 

BOOTH'S    LINE   CUARD  (Registered), 
8d.  and  6d. 

SEA  FISH  ATTRACTOR,  3/6. 

Write  for  Wholesale  List  of  Sea  Fish  Attractor. 
Line  Guard,  and  Gut. 

BOOTH,  Frshing-Rod  Maker, 

Paragon  Street,  Hull 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS 

"Lord  KnoUya  is  commanded  by  the  Kii  g, 
to  thauk  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  copy  of  tb> 
new  edition,  so  well  got  up,  of  'London  ao'? 
Environs.'" 
"Nothing  better  oonld  be  wished  for."~ 
British  Weekly. 
"A  brilliant  book."— The  TiT/iM. 
"  Most  emphatically  tops  them  all."— Daily  Qravhic 
"Particularly  goo^" ^Academy. 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 

«tta  EDITION, 

REVISED,  »• 

Nev  maps  and  plant. 
C.  COOK  and       24  Map* 
and  Plana 


LONDON 


60  lUustr 
tions. 


AND    ^1}  T.  COOK,  M.A, 

ENVIRONS. 

Visitors  to  Brighton,  Eastbourne,  Hastings,  Bourne 
mouth.  Exeter.  Sidmouth,  Exmouth,  Teignmouth,  Uaw 
lish,  Torquay.  Paignton,  Plymouth,  Dartmouth^  Dan- 
moor,  Falmouth,  Penzance,  St.  Ives,  Newquay.  Tintagci 
Clovelly.  Bideford,  Ilfracombe,  Lynton,  Mmehead 
Esmoor.  Wye  Valiey,  Severn  Valley,  Bath.  Weston-euper 
Mare.  Malvern,  Hereford,  Worcester,  Gloucester.  Llaii 
drindod  Wells. LliingoUen.  Bala,  Aber,  Llandudno.Colwyr 
Bay,  Conway,  Penmaenmawr,  Llanfairfechan.  Baairor 
Carnarvon.  Eettwsycoed.  Snowdon,  Rhyl,  Dolgelly,  Aticr 
ystwyth.  Towyu,  Barmouth,  Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Norwich 
Yarmouth,  and  the  Norfolk  Broade,  The  Isle  of  Wigh: 
and  Channel  Islands,  should  use 

DAHLIKOTOIT'B   HAKDBOOKS,  li.  laeh 
Llamoollkn  :  Darlington  &  Co.  Lohdon:  SempkiN' 

New  Vork  &  Paris:  Brentamo's. 
Railway  Bookstalls,  and  ail  Booksellers. 

PHOTOGRAPHS.  — Beautiful  Photographs  ot 
Scenery,  Ruins,  etc..  in  Switzerland,  Italy,  Greeit 
Turkey,  Russia,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Palestin* 
and  Egypt,  also  Nonh  Wales,  iB..  Is.  6d.,  and  9*. 
List  Po«ft  Free. 
D.UU.1N0T0N  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 


THE   riSHISO    (iAZBTTR,   JVI.Y   1,  tSfOH 


SAMUEL  THOMAS  &  SONS,  LiP= 


Wliolesa.le  Only. 


E:sta.t>lisl:iea.  X830. 


Manufacturers  of  FISHING  RODS,  REELS,  HOOKS,  FLIES  and  TACKLE  of  every  Description. 


THREE  FIRST 

PRIZES, 
MELBOURNE, 
1881. 

LONDON, 
1862. 


The  "  Thomas  "  Brook 
Rod,  10  ft.,  weight,  5  oz.  ; 
the  strongest  Rod  for  the 
weight  ever  produced.  , — 

THE  "THOMAS"  TOURIST  ROD. 

Specially  designed  to  meet  the  reiiuirenients 
of  anglers" desirous  of  limiting  their  rod  outfit 
when  on  bottom  or  Pike  fishing  excursions 
at  the  same  time  enahlins  them  to  deal  with 
practically  any  local  conditions,  each  set  of 
parts  in  itself  being  a  perfect  Fishing  Rod. 
The  rod  is  made  in  light  parts,  a  combination 
of  carefully  selected  greenheart  and  whole 
cane.  Ihese  eight  sections  make  in  tlieir 
various  forms  eight  perfect  fishing  rods,  viz.  :— 

1  5  ft.  8  in.  Heavy  Pike  or  Boat  Rod. 

2.  "ft.  Bin.  Pike  Spinning  Rod  (very  strong). 

3!  7  ft.  6  in.  Light  Trolling  Rod. 

4  9  ft.  6  in.  "  Thomas  '  Punt  Rod. 

5.  10  ft.  6  in.  Perfect  light  (juick  striking 
Roach  Rod.  ,  ^     ,       t,  t>  a 

6.  12  ft.  6  in.  General  Roach  or  Bottom  Rod 
(light  but  stiff).  .„  , 

7  12  ft.  6  in.  Perfect  light  P^ach  Rod. 

8  14  ft.  6  in.  Light,  quick  action  Bottom  Rod. 
Produced  to  reach  the  public  from  10/6  to 

31  '6  each.  A  key  to  the  parts  issued  with 
each  rod.  Section  8  is  a  landing  or  gaff  socket 
piece  6  in.  long,  which  makes  up  from  a  2  ft, 
to  a  6  ft.  landing  handle. 


ONLY  FIRST 
PRIZE, 
SYDNEY, 
1880. 

PARIS, 
1878. 


The  "  Thomas  "  Reel 

(Patent),  contracted,  im- 
proved mechanism  ;  the 
most  perfect  Roach  or  Pike 
Reel  on  the  market. 


THE  "THOMAS"  HOOK  TO  GUT 
AND  TACKLE  CASE. 

This  neat  and  novel  case  possesses  several 
unique  features  which  the  Trade  and  Anglers 
will  appreciate. 

The  goods  are  packed  in  half-dozens  in  even 
or  assorted  sizes,  the  tag  showing  when  packed, 
allowing  easy  reference  to  contents,  which  are 
readily  removable  and  as  easily  replaced. 

If  the  doulile  case  is  not  reijuired  it  can  be 
divided  at  perforation,  each  half  then  forming 
a  complete  and  secure  package. 

All  our  best  quality  Hooks  to  Gut  and 
Tackles  are  packed  in  this  case.  Anglers  are 
recjuested  to  observe  the  Trade  Mark. 


Telegraphic  Address:  "THOMAS,"  RSDDITCH." 
Telephone :  No.  39  Redditch. 


The  lord  "THOMAS"  is  a 

guarantee  of  the  Highest  Quality 

The  "Thomas "  Incomparable  Casts  are 
guaranteed  perfect,  therefore  best. 


Have  You  Sick  Headaches  ? 
Have  You  Indigestion? 


Tako 


BEEPinS 
PIUS 


Worth  a 
Guinea 
a  Box. 


Prepared  only  by 

THOMAS  BEECHAM,  St.  Helens,  Lanes. 

Sold  everywhere  in  Boxes,  Is.  l^d. 
(56  pUls)  and  2s.  9d.  (163  pills). 


To  cure  Sick  Headaches. 

Sick  Headaches  mean  an  over- 
taxed stomach  and  a  derange- 
ment of  the  digestive  organa. 

BEECHAM'S  PILLS  hav« 
proved  themselves  a  boon  for 
the  cure  and  prevention  of  thosa 
depressing  symptoms.  A  dos* 
v?ill  remove  the  immediate 
cause,  and,  if  repeated  for  a  few 
days,  will  enable  your  system  to 
work  normally. 

To  avoid  Indigestion. 

This  distressing  disorder  is 
caused  by  a  poorly-working 
stomach,  which  is  in  need  of  a 
little  help  and  a  tonic.  No 
matter  how  bad  it  may  be,  a 
doze  of  BEECHAM'S  PILLS 
will  speedily  give  relief. 

Take  BEECHAM'S  PILLS 
according  to  directions  and  tha 
trouble  will  disappear. 


THE  SATURDAY 
WESTMINSTER. 


One  Penny. 


A  many-featured  weekly  journal  (16  or  20  large  pages),  of  high 
literary  and  general  excellence,  with  all  the  characteristics  of  the 


sixpenny  reviews,  but  containing  in  addition  four  or  five  Cartoons 
by  the  famous  caricaturist,  "  F.  C.  G.,"  Fiction  by  clever  writers, 
fascinating  Literary  Problems,  with  prizes  for  their  solution,  and 
various  other  attractions  changing  from  issue  to  issue ;  the  whole 
comprising  a  unique  week-end  periodical  for  lovers  of  good  reading. 

Ihe  SATURDAY  WESTMINSTEK  is  published  on  Friday  night  for  circulation 
in  London  and  throughout  the  oountry  first  thing  Saturday  morning. 

Postal        i    INLAND— Is.  8d.  a  Quarter;   6Si  6d.  a  Year. 
BubscHption :   \   ABROAD— 2s.  2d.  a  Quarter ;  8s.  8d.  a  Year. 


ADDRESS  .— 


THE  PUBLISHER,  SATURDAY  WESTMIHSTER,  TUDOR  ST.,  LONDON,  E.G. 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

JACK  BODS.— Brazed  nprlgfat  rings,  winch  flttinga,  3«.  *d.  Hickory  do.,  2  top*,  S«.  M.  t« 
lOt.  M. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  16  ft.,  broaze  or  Sennan  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  divliloa  bkg 
and  spear,  will  make  Jask  Bod,  10  ft.  « in.,  lt«.  fid  ;  do.,  double  brazed,  lie.  6<t  to  21«.  U. 

BEEI^.— Nottin|tuun  Wood,  polidied,  Siin.,  Is.  9d. ;  4  in.,  2«.  6d. ;  moveable  check,  8i  in.,  te. 
4  In.,  b».  ;  brmzareToIvlBg  plate,  check  reels,  Sla.,0(.  6d.  ;  4  in.,  9s.  6d.  Brass,  solid  backs,  31u.,  &).  M. 

LINBS  (waterproof).— Plaited  silk,  stout,  1^  per  yard ;  hemp,  ii.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  IJaeif 
20  yards,  7d.  ;  Tanaed,  U.  ;  ee  yards,  ta. ;  OabU  Laid  Cord,  60  yards,  Hi. 

T&AGK8  (Gtat  or  Simp).— Two  swtvels  and  lead,  &d.  ;  Twisted  Gut  d«.,  from  Id. 

SNAPS,  Ac.— Byder's,  Id. ;  Pennell's,  iid. ;  Jardlne's,  Zd.  \  Double  Live  Bait  fiooks,  lit.  eacbr 
Is.  id.  per  doz. 

BAJTB.— Spoon,  from  td.  each,  very  best  quaUty  ;  Silver  Plated,  from  1».  ;  Devons,  Totnes,  &d4 
Minnows,  from  Qi.  each.  OUT  LINES,  from  Id,  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards,  M  ;  "  Fishing  Gkizette  " 
Gk>ssamer,  8<1.    Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Ptttagt  Extra  on  ail  Orderi.   AU  Orders  muet  be  aeccmpanied  by  a  remiHanee. 

G.  W.  HEMANS  (a.  b'S^Ster)  93,  WANDSWORTH  RD.,  S,  W.. 

(NIABLT  OPfOSITB  OLD  SHOP). 

 CATALOGUES    POST  FREE.  

"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

iD  IllDitritid  PreDcb  iogllng  Paper,  pnbiisbed  the  1st  tod  I5tb  of  i&cb  moDtb. 

An/nueU  Subscription^  ds. 

All  communication*  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wyiats  Fberbb,  30,  Qnai  de  Louvre,  Paris . 


GAMAGE'S  =  Rods,  Reels.  &  Tackle 


THE  GAMAGE  "REFEREE"  GREENHEART  FLY  ROD  (stained  green),  3  joints,  2  tops,  double 

brazed,  cork  grip,  10,  10^,  and  11  ft.,  13s.  6d.    A  wonderfully  light  and  well-balanced  Eod. 
GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  10,  lOA,  and  11  ft.,  from  5s.  6d. 

THE  GAMAGE  "  CHALLENGE  "  (English  built  Split-Cane)  FLY  ROD,  fitted  with  lock  joints,  cork 
grip,  2  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle,  10,  lOJ,  11,  and  llj  ft.,  32s.  6d.  ;  if  required  12  ft.,  2s.  extra. 

ENGLISH  SPLIT-CANE  FLY  ROD,  3  joints,  2  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle,  cork  grip,  10,  10§,  and 
11  ft.,  20s. 

OUR  SPECIAL  GREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  3  joints,  2  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle,  cork  grip,  lO.lOJ, 
and  11  ft.,  19s.  6d. 

TROUT  FLIES  on  gut  from  Is.  doz.;  ditto,  eyed  hooks.  Is.  doz.  DOUBLE-WINGED  TROUT 
FLIES  on  0'  cA  hooks,  Is.  9d.  doz.  MAY  FLIES,  with  straw  silk,  and  detached  silk  bodies,  2s.  6d. 
doz.    SUPERIO.*?  SALMON  FLIES  from  Is.  3d.  each. 

THE  "GAMAGE"  CAST,  made  from  the  finest  selected  gut,  each  Cast  tested  before  being  sent  out.  Best 
Drawn  Tapered  from  Stout  to  4,  3  yds.,  7d.  each ;  Fine  Medium  or  Stout,  6d.  each, 

fliea  tied  to  Angler's  own  Pattern  at  Shortest  Notice. 


A.  W.  GAMAGE.  LIMITED.  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.G. 


Please  write 

at  once  for  our 

Complete 

Illustrated 

Fishing  List, 

Post  Free  to  any 

Address. 

TBX!  JFISBISO  OAZHXTB,  JTVLT  1,  1908 


THE  TRADE 


SUPPLIED  ONLY. 


To  Fishing  Taclde  Dealers, 


IF  you  wish  to  catch  the  casual  HOLIDAY  FISHERMAN, 
ask  our  salesmen  to  show  you  some  of  our  Specialities  in  light 
CANE  ROACH  RODS,  GENERAL  RODS,  POCKET 
and  CYCLE  RODS,  which  will  undoubtedly  tempt  the 
OCCASIONAL  ANGLER  to  include  some  Fishing  Tackle  in 
his  portmanteau. 

Our  SPECIALITIES  and  NEAT  APPLIANCES  have 
made  fishing  such  a  luxurious,  enjoyable,  and  comparatively  in- 
expensive pastime,  that  the  DEALER  who  shows  them  in  his 
window  display  will  undoubtedly  make  NEW  CUSTOMERS. 

In  HOOKS  TO  GUT,  TACKLES  and  CASTS,  we  offer 
NOTHING  NEW,  preferring  to  maintain  our  high-class,  reliable 
quality  in  this,  the  most  ESSENTIAL  part  of  all  Fishing  Tackle. 

We  prefer  not  to  offer  the  CHEAP  RUBBISH  that  is  now 
offered  at  impossible  prices,  as  it  only  leads  to  <Usappointment  and 
ill-will  on  the  part  of  our  customer  and  his  client. 

THOSE  bearing  the  "ARCHER  BRAND"  are  RELIABLE, 
and  we  are  RESPONSIBLE  for  them. 


Wm.  Bartleet  &  Sons 

Abbey  Mills,  Redditch. 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

PITTYILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Tackle 
Manufacturers. 


THE  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  ROD,  21/-. 

THE  PERFECTION  BUILT-GANE 

MULTUM  IN  PARVO  ROD,  Ml: 

THE  WHOLE-GANE  TWO-JOINT  TROUT  ROD, 

Beautifully  Finished  and  Balanced,  12/-. 

RODS  BUILT  TO  CUSTOMERS'  OWN  PATTERNS. 

BEAUTIFULLY  FINE  UNDRAWN  GUT  CASTS, 

lOs.  pex>  dozen. 

FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES,  2 J-  2>er  Dozen. 

TESTIMONIALS, 

Hartingtos,  Ukkbyshire,  I  WAKE,  Herts., 

May,  1903.        1  May,  1903. 

Dear  Sirs,  Sirs, 

The  Built  Cane  RtkI  you  .sent  me  is  a  cham-  !    I  duly  received  the  Built  Cane  Rod.    I  never 
piou  ;  It  was  the  means  of  Mr.  V\'.  orderiuK  one.  j  paid  so  mucli  for  a  Rod  before,  but  after  trying 
Yours  faithfully,  H.  O.     ;  it  I  do  not  begrudge  the  money. 


All  the  Firm's  Specialities  are  on  view  at  Earl's 
Court  Exhibition. 

NEW  CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


GOLD  MEDAL 

WADERS 


THE  "BUCKLAND"  JACKET. 


In  our  celebrated -No.  Kl  niaterial.  To  shorten  lleconiriiLink'd  for  bard  wear.  Maiiu  in  our 
at  pleasure,  for  deep  wudiusj,  with  iminoved  No,  1  (iold  Medal  Quality,  with  High  Leather 
etorm  tly  and  weather-proof  cutis.  Price  for  all  ,  Brogues  attached.  Price  70/0  Pcr  pair  for  all 
stock  sizes,  47/6.    Cheaper  forms  fiom  10/6.  '  stock  sizes. 


BUCKLAND"  FISHING  WADERS. 


ANDUfiOa&'lOHOOIL 


TROUSERS 

Nos.  1,:  2,  and 
3,  Gold  Medal 
(Jualities, 

52/6,  47/6,  & 
37/6. 

(»rdin»ry 
Quality, 

32/6  &  26/6 
per  pair. 


7 

STOCKINGS 

-N  .s.  1,  2,  and  3, 
Cold  Medal 
(Qualities. 

35/0,  31/6,  & 

25/6. 

Ordinary 
Qualities, 

21/0  &  16/6 

per  pair. 


BROGUES. 

No.  1.  SANDEM.AN  in  Best 
l^uality  Leather,  and  Super- j 
(Quality  Cauvas. 
Price  32/6  l>er  pair.  I 
The    NEVER- SLIP  Shoe 
Brogue,  with  Felt  Sole,  to 
I)reveut  slipping  ou  rocks 
and  boulders. 

Price  I 
25/0  pel  pair,  j 
Cheaper [ 
Brogues , 
from 
11/6. 


QUARTER- 
DECK 
KNEE  BOOT 

I'urc  Rubber, 
I^eatber  Lined, 
with  Leather 
Feet  and  Soles, 
Price  52/6 
per  pair. 


CHOLMONDELEY^, 
PENNELL 
OVERKNEE 
WADER. 

stockings  reach- 
ing just  above  the 
knee,  with  light 
Leather  Brogues 
attached.  Made 
In  our  No.  2  Oold 
Medal  (Quality 
63/0  per  pair 
for  stock  sizes 

Vt 

"  VirKncc 

IMPROYFD 
NON-SLIPPING 
PIKE  BOOT. 

Best  Rubber  and 
specially  grooved 
Soles,  Felt  Lined, 
Price  27/6  per  pair, 
For  Ladies, 
21/0  per  pair. 
Highly  recom- 
mended by 
B.  B. 
Marston, 
Esq. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  LTD., 

37,  QUEEN  ViCTOPIA  ST.,  E.G. 


West  End 
58  &  59,  CHARING  CROSS,  S.W. 


J.  E.  MILLER,  LEEDS, 

Northern  Angler's  Depot:  19,  NEW  STATION  STREET. 


Sample  dozen,  assorted   

NIGHT  FLIES. 

Bustards  

EVENING  FLIES. 

The  "Beck  Moths"  


Special  Midse  Casts 
„       Evening  „ 
„        Night  „ 


2/ 

.  2/-  dozen. 

3/6  dozen. 

1/-  each. 

V-  » 
9d.  „ 


TWO  GOOD  THINGS. 

THE  "WEE  CHAPMAN."  THE  "ARIEL"  FLIGHT. 

With  3  trebles    1/3  Price  Td.  each. 

5     ,,   l/C    With  long  swivelled  Trace   each  1/2 


For  clear  water  Trout  Fishing  these  two  minuow  tackles  easily  hold  the  lead. 


LIGHT  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  RODS. 

Best  Quality,  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Universal  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Handle,  and  fully  fitted,  10  ft.,  10^  ft.,  1 1ft.,  lT/6. 

These  Kod.?  are  all  built  from  *.  specially  selected  cane,  havinj;  a  thick  hard  centre  which 
far  surp.i8.se9  any  previous  make.  Tliey  are  li^ht  and  poweiful,  and  have  the  advantage  of  being 
equally  suitable  for  casting  either  a  short  or  a  long  line. 

The  Largest  and  most  Up- to  date  Stock  in  the  Kingdom. 
See  Catalogue  (post  fipee). 


Printed  by  William  ClowbB     Bons,  Limited,  Duke  Street,  Stamford  Street,  London,  8.E.,  and  Publithed  by  THK  Fishjno  Gazkttb,  Lhnited, 

St.  DunstaD'i  Honse,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  B.C.— July  1,  1906 
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